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ACTING CHAIR'S STATEMENTS
Re how to address the Acting Chair (Acting Chair White), ......ccccccovviiiieiieei e 2699

ADJOURNED DEBATES
Bill No. 206: Second Appropriation Act 2022-23: Second Reading
(Motion to adjourn) (DIXON), ......cceeeeeiiieeeiiiieee et e et e e e e e sbr e e s sbe e e e e sbneeeeabeeeeean 2116
Motion No. 113 - Re amendment to Standing Order 76 (Amendment to) (Time expired) (Pillai), .... 393
Amendment to Motion No. 113 removed from Order Paper, ......ccccccccvvvvieeeeeeeeiiicinnnn, 859
Motion No. 168 - Re reviewing social assistance rates (Amendment to) (Time expired) (Mostyn), .. 633

Motion No. 217 - Re supporting acting chief medical officer of health's recommendations

(Motion to adjourn) (DiViSION) (DIXON), ...c.uveieiiiiiiieiiiiiee et 924
Removed from Order PAPET, .....cooiiiiiiiiiiie ettt e e e e e nnraeee e e e 2107

Motion No. 239 - Re establishing a publicly funded community walk-in clinic (Time expired)
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Motion No. 437 - Re COVID-19 pandemic funding for municipalities (Time expired on motion,

as amended) (MOSIYN), oo 2188
Motion No. 519 - Re exempting home heating fuel from carbon-pricing system (Time expired)
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ASSENT TO BILLS
Commissioner Angélique Bernard, ........cccccceeeiiiiiiiiiieie e 2352, 2750, 2914

BILLS (see BILLS OTHER THAN GOVERNMENT BILLS and GOVERNMENT BILLS)

BILLS OTHER THAN GOVERNMENT BILLS
No. 1 - Act to Perpetuate a Certain Ancient Right (Tredger)
Introduction and First REAAING, ......euvvrieeiiiiiiiiiiiiee e r e e e e e e e s 6
No. 301 - Act to Amend the Taxpayer Protection Act (Cathers)

Introduction and First REAAING, ........eeiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiie e 259

No. 305 - National Day for Truth and Reconciliation Act (Blake)
Introduction and First REAAING, ........coiiiiiiiiiiiiiieie e 2109
Version containing English and French text tabled (Sessional Paper No. 83), ........... 2831
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Committee OF the WHOIE, ..vveeeiieeieeeeee et e s 2875-2877
Reported without amendmeEnt, ..........ooevvioiiiiiiie e 2877
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BILLS OTHER THAN GOVERNMENT BILLS (continued)

THIrd REAAING, ...eeeiiiiieeiiiiie e e 2878-2880
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S]] o | T 2914
No. 306 - Act to Amend the QOil and Gas Act (2022) (White)
Introduction and First REAAING, .......uevviieiiiiiiiiiieie et e e e e e e 2249
SECONA REAING, ..vvviieiiiiiieiite et e e e 2402-2417
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Committee of the Whole, .......cccccoiiiiiiii e, 2417-2424, 2630-2636
Reported without amendment, ..........ccueviiiiiieii e 2636
LI Lo I === Vo 1] Vo R SRR 2637-2644
Division (Negatived), ......ccouviviiiiiiiieieeee e 2645

BLAKE, ANNIE (see also DEPUTY SPEAKER, CHAIR OF COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE)

Questions, oral:
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Health Care SEIVICES, ......coovvviiiiei e 2127, 2400, 2464, 2597
Hemodialysis SErviCes iN YUKON, ..........uuuuuuueruieieieeeeeieeersisennnenenrernesrnmnrsrnrnn.. 2806

United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples implementation in

Whitehorse Correctional Centre substance use issues and SUPPOItS, .......cccoceveeennnne 2717
Speaks on:
Bill No. 16: Second Act to amend the Legal Profession Act, 2017 (2022): Second

== o [ o SRR 2439

Bill No. 18: Midwifery Integration Amendments Act (2022):
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Bill No. 19: Technical Amendments Act (2022): Third Reading, ........ccccccccvvvvvivinnnnnnns 2663
Bill No. 206: Second Appropriation Act 2022-23: Second Reading, .........ccccveeeviuveeeenne 2150
Bill No. 305 - National Day for Truth and Reconciliation Act:
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Third REAAING, ..ot 2878, 2879
Bill No. 306 - Act to Amend the Oil and Gas Act (2022):
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Third REAAING, .ot e e 2641
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BLAKE, ANNIE (continued)
Speaks on:

Ministerial statements:

Charting the Course: Living with and managing COVID-19, ......
Community tourism destination development fund, ....................
Darius Elias Community CENLre, .......ccccceeviieeeiiiiiiee i
Early learning and childcare programs, ..........cccccceeeviiieeeiiineeene
First Nation School Board elections, .........ccccccovvieeiiiiiieeiiiieeenns
National Action Plan to End Gender-Based Violence, ................
Nisutlin Bay bridge, ..o
Patient journey mapping, ....ccccccevviiiiiiiiiii e
Motion No. 448 - Re reproductive healthcare, ...........ccccoceviiivieeiiiiccinnnn,

CABLE, DAN (see Clerk of the Legislative Assembly)

CATHERS, BRAD
Questions, oral:
Access to information and protection of privacy, .......ccccccccevviiiiiiininnnnnn,
Animal Protection and Control Act consultation, ...........ccccceeeeiiniiiiieeennn.
Children and youth victims Of CriMe, .........cccccvviiiviiiiiiiiiiiiiinan
Conflict of interest re Old Crow wellness centre, .........ccooccveeeeeeeeeiininnnee.
Federal firearms buyback program implementation, ...........cccccoovveveennne
Fuel and carbon taXeS, .......uveeeiiiiiieeiiee e
Health Care SEIVICES, ......cooeeieeie e
Implementation of OpPOSItioN MOLIONS, ......eeviiiiiiiiieiiie e
Nurse recruitment and retention, .........cccccoeiiiiiiiiee e
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Sexual abuse within elementary school, Child and Youth Advocate review of, 2225, 2863

Support services for Hidden Valley Elementary School victims of abuse,
Speaks on:

Bill No. 16: Second Act to amend the Legal Profession Act, 2017 (2022)
SY=Tolo) g (o 2 LT To |13V TR SO
Third Reading, .....ccvuveeiiiieie e

Bill No. 18: Midwifery Integration Amendments Act (2022):
Second REAAING, ..eceiieiiiiiiiiiiiie et
Third Reading, .....ccvuveeiiiieii e
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CATHERS, BRAD (continued)

Speaks on:

Bill No. 19: Technical Amendments Act (2022):

SECONA REATING, ..vvtiiiitiieeiitiie ettt e e 2231

BT T == Vo 11 o TR SRR 2662
Bill No. 20: Animal Protection and Control Act:

SECONA REATING, .vvtiiiiiiieeiitiie ettt et 2257

BT TN == T 11 o TR SRR 2691
Bill No. 206: Second Appropriation Act 2022-23: Second Reading, .................. 2155, 2205
Ministerial statements:

Patient jOUrNEY MaPPINGg, «vveeeeeeeiiiiiriieiee e e e e iiscerrrre e e e e s ssrrrrrr e e e e e e e snnrrrrreeaeeeeaanns 2518

YUKON dental Program, ........ooeeeeeiiiiiee ittt 2893
Motion No. 430 - Re appointment of Ombudsman of Yukon, .........cccccceveiiiiiiiiiennnnn. 2131
Motion No. 431 - Re reappointment of Conflict of Interest Commissioner David Phillip
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Motion NO. 436 - Re POliCiNg rESOUICES, .......cccuvvriiiieeeieiiiiiiieeee e e e e siireeeee e e 2167, 2177
Motion No. 494 - Re provisional Standing Order 76 during the 2022 Fall Sitting, ....... 2468

CHAIR'S RULINGS (see also Deputy Chair's rulings)
Re point of order re alleging non-compliance with the law, ...........ccccccviiiiiiiiii, 2448
Re point of order re personalizing the debate and alleging non-compliance with the law
(members should not personalize debate), ........ccocoveiiiiiiiiiii 2379
Re point of order re personalizing the debate and alleging non-compliance with the law
(members should not personalize debate, also, members should not editorialize when

standing on a point of Order), ... 2381

CHAIR'S STATEMENTS (see also Acting Chair's statements and Deputy Chair's statements)
Re alleging non-compliance with the law (Defers ruling) ..o 2382
Re alleging non-compliance with the law (Cautions members not to accuse other members
of not following the law, and defers ruling),) ........ccoovuiiiiiiii e 2384
Re request for a private member to volunteer to be Acting Chair of Committee of the Whole, ... 2699, 2757

Re witness departed contrary to Committee of the Whole Motion NO. 10, ........ccccccvvvvvevvininnnnns 2799

CLARKE, NILS
Speaks on:
Bill No. 16: Second Act to amend the Legal Profession Act, 2017 (2022): Second Reading, ... 2439
Bill No. 17: Clean Energy Act:
SY=Tolo] [0 [ R CT- To 10T TR TP PUPR TR 2201
THIrd REAAING, .ottt e e 2441
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CLARKE, NILS (continued)
Speaks on:
Bill No. 20: Animal Protection and Control Act:

SY=Tolo) ol 2 LT To [TV TR RRER 2256, 2265

Third REAAING, ...cioeviieieie ettt e r e e e st e e e e e e e e anns 2690, 2696
Bill No. 21: Carbon Price Rebate Amendments Act (2022): Second Reading, ........... 2322
Bill No. 206: Second Appropriation Act 2022-23: Second Reading, .........ccoveeevivveeennne 2135
Ministerial statements:

Erik Nielsen Whitehorse International Airport, .......ccccceevviveeiniieeennnn 2460, 2462

INternet CONNECHIVILY, ......occueiiiiiiiiieiiee e 2861, 2863

North Klondike Highway reconstruction, ..........ccccceeeeeviicniieeneeeeseecinnnen 2280, 2281

United Nations climate change conference, ........cccccccccvvviiiiiiiiininnnnnn. 2570, 2571
Motion No. 437 - Re COVID-19 pandemic funding for municipalities, ............ccccccuvnns 2183
Motion No. 472 - Re ending discrimination, homophobia and transphobia, ................ 2755
Motion No. 519 - Re exempting home heating fuel from carbon-pricing system, ........ 2646

CLARKE, YVONNE
Questions, oral:

Affordable hOUSING, ...ccoovvviii 2282
Affordable housing and land development, ..........ccccccceevivinnnennn. 2466, 2550, 2626, 2657
Children’s medication SUPPIY, .....ocueiiiiiiiii e 2689
HOUSING SUPPOIT PrOGIAMS, ...eeiiiiiieeeiiiiteeiiieee e sttt e et e e st e e eesebneaeseenneees 2398, 2435
Psychology profession regulation, ... 2523
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Whistle Bend development, ..........cccccvvveviiiiiie 2115, 2165, 2375, 2718, 2804
Yukon nominee program support for Filipino community, ........ccccceeiiiiii e, 2748

Speaks on:
Bill No. 206: Second Appropriation Act 2022-23: Second Reading, .........ccccvvvvvvvvinnnnns 2209
Ministerial statements:
French 1anguage SEIVICES, ......cocuiiiiiiiiieiiiee ettt 2803
National Action Plan to End Gender-Based Violence, ........cccccccoeccvvieeneeennnns 2744

CLERK OF THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY

Informs the Assembly of the absence of the Speaker, ..., 2543, 2569
REads DIllS fOr ASSENT, ...cevereeiiii e e e e e e 2352, 2750, 2914
RepPOrts 0N Petition NO. 13, ... e e e e e e s s r e e e e e s et nee e e e e e s nnnreees 2159
RePOrtS 0N Petition NO. L4, ...ooiiiiiiiiiiieiie et e e e e e s et e e e e e e e e nnnn e eeeaeeeaennnrnees 2191
RepPOrts 0N Petition NO. 15, ... e e e e e e e e 2517
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COMMISSIONER (Hon. Angélique Bernard)
ASSENES 10 DIIIS, .eeeiiiiii e 2352, 2750, 2914

COMMITTEES, REPORTS OF STANDING
Appointments to Major Government Boards and Committees, Standing Committee on
5t report tabled (dated August 22, 2022) (Sessional Paper No. 58) (Clarke, N.), ...... 2109
Public Accounts, Standing Committee on
3 report tabled (dated September 26, 2022) (Sessional Paper No. 57) (Dixon), ...... 2109
Rules, Elections and Privileges, Standing Committee on
4th report tabled (dated October 2022) (Sessional Paper No. 63) (Mostyn), ............... 2223
5t report tabled (dated October 20, 2022) (Sessional Paper No. 65) (Mostyn), ......... 2311
6™ report tabled (dated November 15, 2022) (Sessional Paper No. 77) (Mostyn), ..... 2713

COUNTS IN COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
Bill No. 17: Clean Energy Act (Amendment to clause 5) (Negatived), ........cccccvviieiiniiniennnnnn 2364
Bill No. 20: Animal Protection and Control Act

Motion to report progress (Negatived), .............eeeeeureiiriirieieirieieiereierereen———. 2581
ClAUSE 14 CAITIEA, ..eveeiiiieeiitiiee ittt e et e e e e e s bbb e e e e e e e aanbbbr e e e e e e e e aannneeees 2583
Subamendment to clause 41 (Negatived), ......cccoouiiieiiiiieiiee e 2588

DEPUTY CHAIR OF COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE (see also DEPUTY CHAIR'S RULINGS and
DEPUTY CHAIR'S STATEMENTS)

DEPUTY CHAIR'S RULINGS
Re point of order needless rePetition, ...........oii i 2484

Re point of order re use of "character assassination,” ..........ccccceeeieiciiiiiee e 2540

DEPUTY CHAIR'S STATEMENTS

Re language that contributes to a culture Of SEXISM, ..........uuuviiiiiiiiiiiiiiii . 2298

DEPUTY SPEAKER

Introductions
Frediund, DUSTIN, ..ot e e e e e e e e e e e arreee e 2569
HAIVEY, MAXWEIL, ..ot e et e e e e e e s nabaeeeeaae s 2569
TaADIES OCUMEINTS, ....eiiiiiiiiie ittt e e st e e st e e e st e e e s sbr e e e e abrr e e e abreeeeaa 2570

DEPUTY SPEAKER'S STATEMENTS

Re Speaker's rulings are fiNal, .......oooueiiiiiiii e 2578
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DIVISIONS

Bill No.

Bill No.

Bill No.

Bill No.

Bill No.

Bill No.

Bill No.

Bill No.

Bill No.

16: Second Act to amend the Legal Profession Act, 2017 (2022):
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306 - Act to Amend the Oil and Gas Act (2022):
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Third Reading (Negatived), ......ccoooieie i

Motion No. 430 - Re appointment of Ombudsman of YUKON, ..........ccccccvvviiiiiiiiininiiiiiiieiniiininnn,

Motion No. 431 - Re reappointment of Conflict of Interest Commissioner David Phillip Jones, .....

Motion NO. 436 - RE POlICING FESOUICES, ...ciuuiiieiiiiiee ittt et

Motion No. 448 - Re reproductive healthCare, ........ccccccvieiciiiiiieee e

Motion No. 472 - Re ending discrimination, homophobia and transphobia, ...........ccccccoeeenee
Motion No. 494 - Re provisional Standing Order 76 during the 2022 Fall Sitting, ....................

Motion No. 498 - Re Seeking advice of the Conflict of Interest Commission, ............cccoccuueee.

Motion No. 519 - Re exempting home heating fuel from carbon-pricing system, .....................

vii
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DIVISIONS (continued)
Motion No. 530 - Re extending the Special Committee on Electoral Reform’s reporting deadline, ... 2721
Motion respecting Committee Reports No. 3 - Re concurrence in the 4t Report of the
Standing Committee on Rules, Elections and Privileges, ......cccooceeeeiviiiiiiieeee i, 2497
Motion respecting Committee Reports No. 4 - Re concurrence in the 61" Report of the
Standing Committee on Rules, Elections and Privileges, .......cccccceeiviiiiiiieiie e, 2838
Motion that the House adjourn (Negatived), ..o 2707

DIXON, CURRIE

Questions, oral:

Animal Protection and Control Act cONSUtAtioN, .........oooviiiieiiiiiie e 2492
Atlin hydro eXpansion PrOJECE, .......covvveiiiiiiie e 2629
Beaver River watershed land USe Plan, ........occvviiiiiei i 2747
Canada Winter Games bid cancellation, .........ccccoeveeiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeceeeee e, 2776, 2777
Child Development Centre services Wait-liSt, .........cccccveeriiiiiiiiiiiee e 2864
Chilkoot Trail Inn social NOUSING, ....coiociiiiiiieee e 2719
Conflict of interest re Old Crow WellNeSS CENLre, ........coviiiiiiiiiiieiiiiiiieee e 2281
(D1 g o1y (=T g 1] 0] €= ] {0 = APt 2494
Department of Education student data breach, ..o, 2126
(DTS W0 =T =T = o] = 2596, 2597
HOUSING SUPPOIT PrOGIAIMS, ...eeiiiiiiieeiiiieeeiieeee e sttt e e sttt e e st e e sine e e e seeneeessnnneeas 2399, 2432
Nurse recruitment and FEtENTION, ..........eeiiiiiiiiiie e e e e e e e e eeeees 2372
PUDBIiC SECLOr GrOWEh, .o 2111, 2895
Sexual abuse within elementary school, Child and Youth Advocate review of, .......... 2226
Sexual abuse within elementary school, government accountability (Dixon), ............. 2194

Speaks on:

Bill No. 20: Animal Protection and Control Act: Second Reading, .........ccccccvvvvvvvivinnnnns 2265
Bill No. 21: Carbon Price Rebate Amendments Act (2022):
Y =Tolo] g [o [ LT To 1o TR SRR 2320
LI L I == Vo L1 Vo SRR 2351
Bill No. 206: Second Appropriation Act 2022-23: Second Reading, .........cccoveeeviiveeeenne 2133
Bill No. 305 - National Day for Truth and Reconciliation Act:
SY=Tolo] [0 [ R CT- To 10T TR TP PUPR TR 2870
Third REAAING, ..oieeeeieeeie et e e 2878
Ministerial statements:
Canada Winter Games, 2027, ....cooeeueriiiei et e e e ee et e e e s e e eaar e e e eeeeees 2685
Cannabis retail SAIES, .......covveeeiiiiiiiee e 2224
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DIXON, CURRIE (continued)

Speaks on:

Ministerial statements:

Charting the Course: Living with and managing COVID-19, ..........ccccccvveeeenn. 2714
Early learning and childcare programs, ........cccocceeeeeiiiciiiieeee e ceviieeee e e 2312
[0 o] [T =T a o T= To =T 1 0 =T o | SRR 2490
Motion No. 448 - Re reproductive healthcare, ..........cccceiiiiiiiiiiiiiee e 2526
Motion No. 472 - Re ending discrimination, homophobia and transphobia, ................ 2752
Motion No. 498 - Re Seeking advice of the Conflict of Interest Commission, ............. 2883

Motion respecting Committee Reports No. 3 - Re concurrence in the 4" Report of

the Standing Committee on Rules, Elections and Privileges, .......ccccccceeeeeviiinnee. 2496

FILED DOCUMENTS

68.
69.

70.

71.

72.
73.

74.

75.

76.

77.

78.

Inflation - Ministerial Statement - Premier Silver - October 6, 2022 (Silver), ........ccceeveeeee. 2109
Firearms legislation - Bill C-21, letter re (dated June 8, 2022) from Brad Cathers,

Member for Lake Laberge, to Hon. Tracy-Anne McPhee, Minister of Justice (Cathers), .. 2109
Firearms Legislation - Bill C-21, letter re (dated July 27, 2022) from Hon. Tracy-Anne
McPhee, Minister of Justice, to Brad Cathers, Member for Lake Laberge (McPhee), ...... 2124
Responding to Sexualized Abuse in Yukon Schools: Review of Policies and Governmental
Response Completed by the Yukon Child & Youth Advocate Office (McLean), .................. 2159
Yukon University - Yukon climate change indicators and key findings 2022 (Streicker), ... 2223
Conflict of interest, letter re (dated October 17, 2022) from Brad Cathers, Member for

Lake Laberge to Hon. Tracy-Anne McPhee, Minister of Justice (Cathers), .........ccccccvuvnne 2249
Summary of Findings of the Independent Officer Review - Office of Investigative

Standards and Practices - E Division RCMP (McLean), .......ccccccceeiiiiiii e, 2279
Conduct of a former minister, letter re (dated September 21, 2022) from Stacey Hassard,
Member for Pelly-Nisutlin, to David Phillip Jones, Conflict of Interest Commissioner
(2T T o | TP OTPRPN 2308
Jurisdiction to receive a complaint, letter re (dated September 28, 2022) from David Phillip
Jones, Conflict of Interest Commissioner, to Stacey Hassard, Member for Pelly-Nisutlin

[ oSS T e | TR TSP TP TP 2308
Animal protection act, letter re (dated October 17, 2022) from Mandy, Vice President,

Yukon Dog Mushers Association to Hon. Nils Clarke, Minister of Environment (Clarke, N.), . 2311
Draft Yukon animal protection and control act, letter re from Cain Vangel, President,

Yukon Agricultural Association to Hon. Nils Clarke, Minister of Environment and Hon.

John Streicker, Minister of Energy, Mines and Resources (Streicker), .......c.cccouivernnnenn. 2369
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FILED DOCUMENTS (continued)

79.

80.

81.

82.

83.

84.

85.

86.

87.

88.

89.

90.

LFN support for amendment to Yukon Oil and Gas Act (“YOGA”), letter re (dated

November 19, 2021) from Chief Stephen Charlie, Liard First Nation, to Kate White,

Leader of the Third Party (WHIt€), .....cuueeiiieiiiiiiiieei e e e e e e e 2369
Section 13 of the Oil and Gas Act, letter re (dated October 18, 2021) from Dan Yetthi

Hede Chief Nicole Tom, Little Salmon/Carmacks First Nation, to Kate White, Leader

of the Third Party (WHItE), .....coiuuiiiiiiiiie ittt 2369
Section 13 of the Oil and Gas Act, letter re (dated October 26, 2021) from Chief

Doris Bill, Kwanlin Diin First Nation, to Kate White, Leader of the Third Party (White), ....... 2369
Support letter to private member’s bill section 13 of the Oil and Gas Act, letter re

(dated December 7, 2021) from Eric Morris, Nass Shaade Hani, Teslin Tlingit Council,

to Kate White, Leader of the Third Party (WHhIte), ...........ccccvvriiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieininieieieieenreennninnn, 2369
Proposed amendments to the Oil and Gas Act (Yukon), letter re (dated October 18, 2022)
from Peter Johnston, Grand Chief, Council of Yukon First Nations, to Kate White,

Leader of the Third Party (WHIt€), .......ccuueiiiiiiiieiiiiiie it 2369
Bill No. 305, truth and reconciliation statutory holiday, letter re (dated October 18, 2022)

from Peter Johnston, Grand Chief, Council of Yukon First Nations to Annie Blake,

Member for Vuntut GWItChin (BI&KE), ........ccoiuiiiiiiiiiieiiie e 2369
Truth and Reconciliation Day, September 30, letter re (dated October 17, 2022) from

Simon Mervyn, Chief, First Nation of Na-Cho Nyak Dun to Annie Blake, Member for

VUNtut GWILCHIN (BIAKE), ....vveviiiieiiiiiiiiieieiiieieieieieiteeeseeveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeseseeeseesnesesrnssrnrnsnrnrnnes 2369
Staff Recruitment & Cutbacks at Gadzoosdaa Student Residence, letter re (dated

October 24, 2022) from Eric Morris, Naa Shaade Hani, Teslin Tlingit Council to Hon.

Sandy Silver, Premier, Hon. Tracy-Anne McPhee, Deputy Premier, and Hon.

Jeanie McLean, Minister of Education (Hassard), .........cccooueeiiiiiiiiiiiiiie e 2397
McConnell Lake Flood Support, letter re (dated August 25, 2022) from Hon. Richard Mostyn,
Minister of Community Services to Scott Kent, Member for Copperbelt South (Kent), .............. 2397
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[ 2= LYo (3 1= U = TR N 1 TSRS 2489
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Bill No.

Bill No.

Bill No.

16: Second Act to amend the Legal Profession Act, 2017 (2022) (McPhee)

Introduction and First REAAING, ......uuvviveeiiiiiiiiiiiie e e e e e e e e

Y =ToTo) g (o 2 LT To [T TR S PSERR 2436—

[0 1Y 13 (o o TR

Committee Of the WROIE, ..vveeeiiiiiieeee e e e e 2497—

Reported without amendment, ..........ccueviiiiiieii e

THIrd REAAING, ...eeeiiiiieeiiiiie e e 2576—

[T\ /170 TR

17: Clean Energy Act (Streicker)

Introduction and First Reading, .......cccccveviieiiieie

Y=ot o] T I LT Vo L] o T 2199-

[0 71 V710 TR

Committee of the Whole, .............coeue.. 2214-2219, 2232-2246, 2267-2275, 2352—

Amendment proposed (KENL), .....cooiiiiiiiiiiieeiiiee e
Amendment negatived (COUNL), .....ocueiiiiiiiiiiiiiiie e

Reported without amendment, ...

Third REAAING, oooeie e 2440-

[0 71 V710 TR

18: Midwifery Integration Amendments Act (2022) (McPhee)

Introduction and First REAAING, ......cuuvrieeiiiiiiiiiiieie e e e ee e e e e e

Y =Tolo) g (o [ LT To [T o TR SRS 2286—

[0 1Y 153 (o o TR

Committee Of the WROIE, ... e e 2291—

Unanimous consent re deeming all clauses and title read and agreed to, .....

Reported without amendment, ...........ccccooveviiiii

Third REAAING, oooeie e 2349—-

[0 1Y 153 (o o TR

19: Technical Amendments Act (2022): (McPhee)

Introduction and First REAAING, ......uurviieeiiiiiiiiiiiei e sseee e e e s e r e e e e e anes

SY=Tolo] g [0 [ R =T To 10T TR UR PP PPRRPRN 2230-

[T\ /170 TR
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Bill No.

Bill No.

Committee Of the WHOIE, ........ooviiiiiii e 2377-2386
Unanimous consent re deeming all clauses and title read and agreed to, ..... 2386
Reported without amendment, .........cccoeeveiiiiiiiiice e 2393

LI Lo I === Vo 1] Vo RS 2661-2663
[V ] To ] o 1R PRSPPI 2663

ASSENL, . 2750

20: Animal Protection and Control Act (Clarke, N.)

Introduction and FirSt REAING, ...cccovuviiiiiiiieeiiiiie et 2191

SECONA REAMING, ..vveeiiiiiiiieiiti ettt e e e e e 2256-2266
[ 1Y ] To ] o 1R PR STPSP 2267

Committee of the Whole, . 2386—-2393, 2448-2455, 24702485, 2502-2514, 2529-2538,
25512552, 2579-2589
Clause 14 carried (COUNL), ......uuuuuurueieieieiereinieieieiernrerereeeene——————————.- 2584

Unanimous consent re deeming clauses 15 through 33 read and agreed to, 2584

Amendment to clause 34 proposed (Tredger), ....cveiieieeinieee e 2584
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LI L I === Vo 11 o RSO 2690-2697

DIVISION, ittt e e e e e bbb e e e e e e e re e e e e e e e e aaa 2697
ASSENL, e 2750
21: Carbon Price Rebate Amendments Act (2022) (Silver)

Introduction and First Reading, .........cccvvviviiiiiii 2160
Y =Tolo) g (o [ LT To [T o TR SRS 2318-2325

[0 1Y 153 (o o TR 2325
Committee OF the WHOIE, ..vveeeiiieieeeee e 2325-2338

Reported without amendment, ..........c.oovvveiiiiiiii e 2338
THird REAAING, .ocei et e e e e as 2351-2352

DIVISION, ittt ettt ettt e e e e ettt e e e e e e e b re e e e e e e e e aaa 2352
ASSENL, . 2352
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Introduction and First REAAING, ......uuvviveeiiiiiiiiiiiie e e e e e e e e 2109
Second Reading, ....cccooovvevveeeiiie e 2116-2120, 2133-2156, 2205-2214
[ 1Y ] To ] o 1R PR STPSP 2214

Committee of the Whole, .2298-2307, 2539-2542, 2553-2567, 2589—-2590, 2600-2619,
2663-2682, 26982699, 2708-2710, 2722-2739, 2757-2769, 2782-2786, 2809—
2824, 2839-2857, 2884-2886, 2900-2913

Unanimous consent re deeming all lines in Vote 22 cleared or carried, ......... 2908
Unanimous consent re deeming all lines in Vote 7 cleared or carried, ........... 2909
Reported without amendment, .........cccoeeveiiiiiiieiice e 2913
Third REAAING, oo oo 2913
[ 1Y (o] o 1R OO PSP PTP RPN 2913
ASSEINT, e 2914

GOVERNMENT MOTIONS

No. 217 - Re supporting acting chief medical officer of health's recommendations

(Streicker)
[N [0 [P O TP PP T PPPPPPPPPPPTN 861
DDA, ..eeiiiiiiie et a e e e e e e e 921-924
Debate adjourned (DiviSion) (DiXON), ....cccoiuereeiiiieeeiiiiie ettt e et e e 924
Removed from Order PAPEL, .....cooiiiiiiiiiie ettt e e e e s e eenenaeeeae s 2107

No. 427 - Re member participation in sittings of the House via video conference due to
COVID-19 during the 2022 Fall Sitting (Streicker)

[N\ o] 1o PP P PP PP PPPPRPPPPPRRN 2110
Unanimous consent re moving motion without one clear day's notice, ..........c.cccccvvues 2132
DEIDALE, ..ot e e e e 2133
1Y o] 1o g 1= e | =T=To IR (o TR 2133

No. 428 - Re authorization for the Assembly to meet via video conference during the 2022
Fall Sitting (Streicker)

[N 0] £ [0 TR 2110
Unanimous consent re moving motion without one clear day's notice, ............ccccec.... 2133
DEIDALE, .ot e e 2133
Y (o] Te] g I=To | (=T=To N (o A TP PP PRI 2133
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No. 429 - Re pairing arrangements for the 2022 Fall Sitting (Streicker)

[N o) o= T TR 2110
Unanimous consent re moving motion without one clear day's notice, ................... 2133
(D= o= (T PSPPSR 2133
[0 1 To] g = Ve | =T=To I (o TR PR 2133
No. 430 - Re appointment of the Ombudsman of Yukon
N0 1T = TP URRR R 2110
Unanimous consent re moving motion without one clear day's notice, ................... 2131
(=T o L= L= T PPRRRR R 2131
Motion agreed to (DIVISION), ....iiiciiiiiiiiieiie e e s e e s s e e e e st r e e e e e s nnenraees 2131
No. 431 - Re reappointment of Conflict of Interest Commissioner David Phillip Jones
(Streicker)
(1[0 o PP P PPPR T PRPPP 2110
Unanimous consent re moving motion without one clear day's notice, .................. 2132
(D L= o= (TR 2132
Motion agreed to (DIVISION), ......icueeieiiirieeiiiiie e 2132
No. 448 - Re reproductive healthcare (McPhee)
[0 o TP PP PPPPR T PRPP 2160
(D= o= (T PSSP 2524-2528
Motion agreed tO (DIVISION), ........uueereruuerrrrueiereeerersrerernrerrrrerrrrnrre—————————. 2529
No. 472 - Re ending discrimination, homophobia and transphobia (McLean)
[N 0] 1oL T 2249
(L= o= (TR 2751-2757
Motion agreed to (DIVISION), ......ocueeieiuiiieiiiiie ettt 2757
No. 491 - Re amendment to Standing Order 45(3.2)(a)c. (Streicker)
N[0 o PO PPPPT PP 2311
DDA, ..eeiiiiii e e e e a e e e e e 2436
1Y o] i o] g 1= Te | =T=To 1N (o TR 2436
No. 494 - Re provisional Standing Order 76 during the 2022 Fall Sitting (Streicker)
[N 0] 1oL T 2343
(1< o= (R 2469
Motion agreed to (DIVISION), .....coiueiieiiiieeiiiiie e s ebee e e 2469

HARPER, JEREMY (see SPEAKER)
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HASSARD, STACEY

Questions, oral:

Affordable housing and land development, ..........ccooeereeiiiiiiiiieee e 2898
Atlin hydro expansion PrOjECE, .......eiieeiiiiciiieiieee e iiiieee e e e e e e e e e e 2519, 2547, 2572
Conflict of interest re Old Crow WellNesSs CENIE, .......cocceiiiiiiiiieiiiiiee e 2255
Gadzoosdaa student residence staffing, ....cccccooeciiiiiii i, 2373
INFrastructure FUNAING, ......c.eoooiiiii e 2317
Land deVEIOPIMENT, .....veiiiiiiiiee ittt e et e e e abeeeaeaa 2746
MINING EGISIALION, ..eeeiiieiie it e e sbre e e e 2834
Nisutlin Bay bridge replaCement, .........cccovieiiiiiiiieeiie e 2251, 2252
RESOUICe GatE@Way PrOJECE, ..vvviieiiiiiiiiiiiie e e s e iitieee e e e e e s e s e e e e e e s s srante e e e ee e e s e s nnraneeeeees 2779
Sexual abuse within elementary school, government accountability, .............cccccvvvnns 2198
Yukon River crossing at Dawson City, ....ccocieieieieiiie e 2494
Speaks on:
Bill No. 306 - Act to Amend the QOil and Gas Act (2022):
Y =Tolo] o [ 2 LT= To [TV TR SRR 2414
Third REAAING, ..ottt e e e e e e eeeeee s 2640
Ministerial statements:
Erik Nielsen Whitehorse International Airport, ........ccccccevvvvveviiiiiiiiiiiiececeeeeeee, 2461
Faro community services building, .......ccccccvvviiiiii 2125
INternet CONNECLIVILY, .....cocoeeii i 2862
NISULIN Bay DridgE, ...eeeeieiiiiiieiiie e 2344
North Klondike Highway reConStruction, .........ccccceveiiiieeiniiiie e 2280
Yukon gross domestic product growth, ..........cccccoviieeiiiiiieeiiiiee e 2831
Motion No. 437 - Re COVID-19 pandemic funding for municipalities, .............c..ccc..... 2184

Motion No. 498 - Re Seeking advice of the Conflict of Interest Commission,

ISTCHENKO, WADE

Questions, oral:

...2882, 2883

Alaska Highway corridor upgrades, .......cccccvveviiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeeeeeee e 2658
Animal Protection and Control ACt CONSUIAtION, .......c.uvvieiiieiiiiiiieeee e 2491
Campground deVEIOPMENT, .......eiiiiiiiiiiii e e e e e bbb e e e e e e e anneeeees 2348
Carbon tax exemptions for home heating fuel, ..........cccooiiiiiii 2462, 2866
Finlayson caribou herd management, ...........coooiuiieiiiiiiie i 2805
FUEI-WOOA SUPPIY, eeeiiiiiiei ittt ettt e et e e e sbaeeeean 2575
MOOSE MANAGEIMENT, ...t e e ettt e et e e e aab i r e e e aeeeanban e e e eaeaenes 2254
Rural fire proteCtion SEIVICES, ......oiiuiiiiiiieeiie ittt e e 2229
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ISTCHENKO, WADE (continued)

Questions, oral:

Rural solid-waste transfer StatioNS, ..........ooiuiieiiiiire e 2835
VA= =TT 3 o o) (=1 11 o TS PSSR 2780
Wildlife harvest alloCatioNS, ..........oooiiiiiiiiiiiiee e 2749, 2836
Speaks on:
Bill No. 20: Animal Protection and Control Act: Second Reading, ........cccoevveeeiiieeennne 2262
Bill No. 206: Second Appropriation Act 2022-23: Second Reading, ..........ccoveeerivveeeenne 2210
Ministerial statements:
KEts'adan KU ProOJECE, .....euuiiiiiiiiiiiiie e e e 2161
United Nations climate change coOnNference, ........ccccccvciiiieeeeeeiiiiiiiieeeee e 2571
Motion NO. 436 - Re POlICING rESOUICES, .....uuvurererrrrrrerrrererenerrnenrsenenrnenrsrnrnmnrnenmnnn.. 2175

Motion No. 519 - Re exempting home heating fuel from carbon-pricing system, ...2645, 2882

KENT, SCOTT

Questions, oral:

Atlin hydro expansion Project, .......ccccccvvveviviiiiiieeeeeee e 2520, 2548, 2573
Child Development Centre BUIldiNg, .......eoviiiiiiiiiiiie e 2495
Climate change StrAtEOY, .....ceeeieiiiiieiiiie i annee s 2628
Department of Education student data breach, ..........ccccccovviiiiiiiiiiii s 2127, 2130
Ecole Whitehorse Elementary School replacement, ............cccoveveveeeeveveeeeeerereeeneenenns 2522
Emergency measures 1egisSlation FEVIEW, ...........cccccuvuuiriririmiuinieirinirierereininieinn.. 2749
L0 1= BV o To To =TV o] o] | AP 2112, 2432
HEAITN CAre SEIVICES, ..ot e e e 2716
Inclusive and special education, ...........cccccceviiiiiii 2197, 2867
McConnell Lake floOdiNg, . .eceeveeoiiiiiiiiiie e e e 2400
oY1 e T[S0 I3 F= L4 o o PSSR 2808, 2833
Yol g oo I £=] o] F= o7 =T o 4= o | S PSR 2376
Sexual abuse within elementary school, Child and Youth Advocate review of, .......... 2899
Teacher Staffing, ... 2660
Yukon Water Board role and responsibilities, ...........ccccoeiiiiiiie 2166

Speaks on:
Bill No. 17: Clean Energy Act:
Y =Tolo) o I LT To [T TR PR 2200
LI Lo I == Vo L1 Vo SRR 2444
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KENT, SCOTT (continued)
Speaks on:
Ministerial statements:

Dawson regional [and Uuse plan, .......ccccceeeeiiiiiiiiiiie e 2594
ENEIQY POIICY, wuurreiiiie ettt e e e e e s e e e e e e s st aa e e e e e e e e anns 2775
First Nation School Board elections, ...........ccccvveiieeeiiiiciiiieice e 2656

LEGISLATIVE RETURNS
60. Response to matter outstanding from discussion with Ms. Tredger related to general
debate on Vote 55, Highways and Public Works, in Bill No. 204, First Appropriation Act
2022-23 - climate risk assessments (Clarke, N.), ..o 2109
61. Response to matter outstanding from discussion with Mr. Kent related to general debate
on Vote 55, Highways and Public Works, in Bill No. 204, First Appropriation Act 2022-23
- transportation tenders (Clarke, N.), ..o 2109
62. Response to matter outstanding from discussion with Ms. Tredger related to general

debate on Vote 55, Highways and Public Works, in Bill No. 204, First Appropriation Act

2022-23 - Medevac airstrips (Clarke, N.), coooeeeie e 2109
63. Response to Written Question No. 18 re: request for bids to supply and deliver calcium
(o o] To] g To LS I (@3 F=T g (T AN TS SRR 2159

64. Response to Written Question No. 21 re: bid value reductions associated with the

First Nation Procurement Policy (Clarke, N.), ... 2159
65. Additional response to Petition No. 14 re: Golden Horn area minimum lot size (Streicker), ....2429
66. Additional response to matter outstanding from discussion with Mr. Istchenko related

to a ministerial statement re: Kéts’adan Ku project (McLean), ........cccoccceeeiniiiiiieeneeennnns 2517
67. Response to matter outstanding from discussion with Mr. Dixon related to a ministerial

statement re: early learning and childcare programs - Child Development Centre (McLean), ... 2517
68. Response to matter outstanding from discussion with Mr. Dixon related to a ministerial

statement re: early learning and childcare programs - early kindergarten (McLean), ....... 2517
69. Response to oral question from Mr. Kent re: teacher staffing - Yukon Teachers Labour

Relations Board adjudication of grievance (StreiCKer), .......cccciuiuieiriviminiiininiiininininininnnnnnn. 2743
70. Response to Written Question No. 23 re: Old Crow health and wellness centre and

tenplex housing project (Clarke, N.), ... 2861
71. Response to Written Question No. 30 re: privacy data breaches (Clarke, N.), .................. 2861
72. Response to matter outstanding from discussion with Ms. White related to general

debate on Vote 10, Public Service Commission, in Bill No. 204, First Appropriation Act

2022-23 - government employees (SIrEICKET), ...coviuiiiiiiiiieiiiiee et 2861

73. Response to Written Question No. 19 re: auxiliary-on-call and casual staff (Streicker), .... 2861

XiX



First Session, 35™ Legislature Index 2022 Fall Sitting

LEGISLATIVE RETURNS (continued)

74.
75.
76.

77.

78.

79.

80.

81.

Response to Written Question No. 20 re: ful-time equivalents in 2016-17 budget year (Streicker), ...
Response to oral question from Mr. Kent re: Atlin hydro expansion project (Streicker), ....
Response to matter outstanding from discussion related to the appearance of witnesses

from the Yukon Development Corporation and the Yukon Energy Corporation before
Committee of the Whole on November 17, 2022 - Yukon Utilities Board hearing (Streicker), ...
Response to matter outstanding from discussion related to the appearance of withesses

from the Yukon Development Corporation and the Yukon Energy Corporation before
Committee of the Whole on November 17, 2022 - electricity purchase agreement (Streicker), ....
Response to Written Question No. 29 re: medical staff shortages (McPhee), ...................
Response to matter outstanding from discussion with Mr. Kent related to general

debate on Bill No. 206, Second Appropriation Act 2022-23 (McLean), ........cccccccevevevenennn.
Response to Written Question No. 28 re: Education Act requirements for initiatives that
promote equality and non-discrimination (McLean), .........ccccoeeeee e,
Response to Written Question No. 24 re: value of claims exchanged for compensation
(SErEICKET), ittt e et e e e e e

McLEAN, JEANIE

Speaks on:

Bill No. 18: Midwifery Integration Amendments Act (2022): Second Reading, ............
Bill No. 206: Second Appropriation Act 2022-23: Second Reading, ........cccccveeeviiveeeenne
Bill No. 305 - National Day for Truth and Reconciliation Act: Second Reading, .........
Ministerial statements:

Early learning and childcare programs, .........cccccccciiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeee, 2311,
First Nation School Board elections, ............cccueeeiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeee e 2655,
Kéts'adan KU ProjeCt, ...c.eveeiiiieeiiiieieee e 2161,
National Action Plan to End Gender-Based Violence, .............ccccvvuue... 2744,

Motion NO. 436 - Re POlICING FESOUICES, .....vveeeiiiiieeeiiiiee ettt e sttt e et e e sbaeee e
Motion No. 437 - Re COVID-19 pandemic funding for municipalities, ...............cccc.....
Motion No. 448 - Re reproductive healthCare, ..........ccccccvvvviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeenenns
Motion No. 472 - Re ending discrimination, homophobia and transphobia, ...... 2751,
Motion respecting Committee Reports No. 3 - Re concurrence in the 4" Report of

the Standing Committee on Rules, Elections and Privileges, .........ccccccccviiiinnnn.
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McLEOD, PATTI

Questions, oral:

Big Creek bridge replaCement, .......cuviiiiieiiiiiiiiie s s s r e e e
Canada Winter Games iNfraStrUCIUIE, .........ccueiiiiiiiiieiiiiiee e
Carbon tax exemptions for home heating fuel, .......cccccceeiiiiii e,
COMMUNILY NUISING, ©eereeeeeiiiiiiiieie e e e e s st e e e e e e s see e e e e e e s ssntabreeeeaeessaasrntaeeeeeesssannsnsnnes
Fuel and carbon taXeS, ...
Municipality funding and SUPPOIt, .......ccceeiriiiieiiiiieeiieee e 2284, 2316,
RENE CONLIOL, . e e e e e s e e e e e e e e e e snnbeeeeeaaeas
S0 o] oJo T B (o gR=T=T o] (o] £ TR SO PP PP PRI
Universal paid SICK IEAVE, ....ueiiiiiiiiiiiiiiic e

Speaks on:

Bill No. 20: Animal Protection and Control Act: Third Reading, .........cccccvvvvvvvieinininnnnn.

Ministerial statements:

Better BUildings Program, ........oceeeeeieieieiiieee et
Darius Elias CommUNItY CENIIE, ......uviiiiieeeiiiiiiiiie e e e eriiiieee e e e e e e e e e e e
Fires and floOdiNg, .....oooceveiiiiiei e
Municipal councils terms oOf OffiCe, ......cccciiiiiiiiiii
Motion No. 437 - Re COVID-19 pandemic funding for municipalities, ............... 2178,

Motion No. 519 - Re exempting home heating fuel from carbon-pricing system, ........

McPHEE, TRACY-ANNE
Speaks on:
Bill No. 16: Second Act to amend the Legal Profession Act, 2017 (2022):

Y =Tolo) o [ LT To 11T TR SRR 2436,
Third REAAING, ...oioeeeieeiiee et e e e e e e e e 2576,

Bill No. 18: Midwifery Integration Amendments Act (2022):

Y= ToTo] g To I LT Vo L] o TR 2286,
Third REAAING, oo 2349,

Bill No. 19: Technical Amendments Act (2022):

Y =Tolo) o [ LT To 11T TR SRR 2230,
B Lo I == Vo 11 Vo SO UEER 2661,
Bill No. 206: Second Appropriation Act 2022-23: Second Reading, .........cccceeevivveeennne
Bill No. 306 - Act to Amend the Oil and Gas Act (2022): Second Reading, ................

Ministerial statements:

Charting the Course: Living with and managing COVID-19, ................ 2714,
Patient journey MapPiNg, ...eceeeeeeiirueieiiieeee it e e e e e e e 2518,
YUKON dental Program, .......oceeeeeeeieeoiiiieie e 2893,

2439
2578

2290
2350

2715
2519
2894
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McPHEE, TRACY-ANNE (continued)

Speaks on:

2022 Fall Sitting

Motion NO. 436 - Re POlICING FESOUICES, .......ccuririiieeeeiiiiriee et e e e s s sireee e e e e e s e sanraneeeeeens 2171

Motion No. 448 - Re reproductive healthcare, ........cccccceccivieiieeiiiiiiieeee e 2524, 2528

Motion No. 472 - Re ending discrimination, homophobia and transphobia, ................ 2752

Motion No. 498 - Re Seeking advice of the Conflict of Interest Commission, ............. 2883

MINISTERIAL STATEMENTS
Better Buildings program (Mostyn/McLe0d/WhIE), ......cocvcvieiiiiiee e 2370
Canada Winter Games, 2027 (Mostyn/DiXON/WHhIt€), ........cccurriieeeiiiiiiiiiiiee e e e 2684
Cannabis retail sales (Pillai/DIXON/TIEAGET), ..cciocvviieieee e e e e s e 2223
Charting the Course: Living with and managing COVID-19 (McPhee/Dixon/Blake), ............... 2714
Community tourism destination development fund (Pillai/Van Bibber/Blake), ...........ccccccen.e. 2430
Creative and cultural industries strategy (Pillai/Van Bibber/White), .........ccccoociiniiiiiniieennn 2623
Darius Elias Community Centre (Mostyn/McLeod/Blake), ........ccccoceiiiiiiiiiiiieiiiece e 2192
Dawson regional land use plan (Streicker/Kent/WhiIte), ........ccccoiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiie e 2594
Early learning and childcare programs (McLean/Dixon/Blake), .........ccccccvvuruimrmimimininrmnnnnnninnnnn. 2311
Energy policy (Streicker/KEeNt/WHITE), .........uueiuriiiiiiiieieieieieieiuieieieieiersinnersierereree——.. 2774
Erik Nielsen Whitehorse International Airport (Clarke, N./Hassard/Tredger), .......ccccccccvrurnnnnns 2460
Faro community services building (Mostyn/Hassard/WhiIt€), ...........cccccuvvrreimrminininininininrninnnnnnn. 2124
Fires and flooding (MOStyn/MCLEOA/WWNILE), .....cocuurieiiiiiiieiiiie et 2545
First Nation School Board elections (McLean/Kent/Blake), ..........ccccooviiiiiiniiiiiiniiicciice e 2655
French language services (Streicker/Clarke, Y./WHhIt€), ......cccccoviiiiiiiniiiiiie e 2803
Internet connectivity (Clarke, N./HassSard/Tredger), ... 2861
Kéts'adan Ku project (McLean/IStchenko/WHhIte), ..........ooocuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiee e 2161
Municipal councils terms of office (Mostyn/McLeOd/WHhItE), ............ccuvrvvvrrrmimiminininininirinrninnnnnnns 2250
National Action Plan to End Gender-Based Violence (McLean/Clarke/Blake), ...........cccccvvunes 2744
Nisutlin Bay bridge (Clarke, N./HasSard/BIaKe), .............uuuuuuurermimiuimirininininieieininnnrnininisnnrnn. 2344
North Klondike Highway reconstruction (Clarke, N./Hassard/Tredger), ......cccccvniveinniineennnnn 2280
Patient journey mapping (McPhee/Cathers/Blake), ........cccocuiiiiiiiiiiiie e 2518
Public engagement (Silver/DiXON/WHhITE), .......oiiiiiiiiiiiii e 2490
United Nations climate change conference (Clarke, N./Istchenko/Tredger), .......cccccceriiiinnnen. 2570
Yukon dental program (McPhee/Cathers/WHhite), ...t 2893
Yukon gross domestic product growth (Pillai/Hassard/White), ..........ccoccuviieiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinieeeees 2831
MOMENT OF SILENCE OBSERVED

Remembrance Day, reCOgNItioN OF, .........ovieiiiiiiiiiiirie e e e e 2655
Remembrance of victims of last year's shooting incident in Faro, .........ccccccoviiiiiiiinienenniinnnen, 2395

XXii
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MOSTYN, RICHARD

Speaks on:

Bill No. 17: Clean Energy Act: Third Reading, ......ccccccevvuiiiieiieeeiiiiiiiieeee e sesiieneeeeeens 2445
Bill No. 206: Second Appropriation Act 2022-23: Second Reading, ..........ccoccvvvveeernnn. 2141
Bill No. 305 - National Day for Truth and Reconciliation Act: Second Reading, ......... 2872
Ministerial statements:
Better Buildings program, .........ccccooiiiieoiiiiieeeiee e 2370, 2372
Canada Winter Games, 2027, .....coooiiuiiiiieieeeieiieeieee e 2684, 2686
Darius Elias Community CENIIE, .......ccceeeiriiiieeiiiiie et 2192, 2194
Faro community services building, .......cccoovvveeiniiieinnie e 2124, 2125
Fires and flooding, ......cccciiiriie e 2545, 2547
Municipal councils terms of office, ....cccccccvviiiiii 2250, 2251
Motion No. 437 - Re COVID-19 pandemic funding for municipalities, ............ccccccuvnns 2187
Motion No. 494 - Re provisional Standing Order 76 during the 2022 Fall Sitting, ....... 2468

Motion No. 519 - Re exempting home heating fuel from carbon-pricing system, ...2651, 2880
Motion respecting Committee Reports No. 3 - Re concurrence in the 4" Report of
the Standing Committee on Rules, Elections and Privileges, ........c.ccccccvviiveennn 2495
Motion respecting Committee Reports No. 4 - Re concurrence in the 6" Report of the
Standing Committee on Rules, Elections and Privileges, .........ccccccoeviiiiiiienieeeen, 2838

MOTIONS (see GOVERNMENT MOTIONS, MOTIONS IN COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE, MOTIONS
OTHER THAN GOVERNMENT MOTIONS, MOTIONS RESPECTING COMMITTEE REPORTS and
MOTIONS, WITHDRAWAL OF)

MOTIONS IN COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE (see also WITNESSES)

No. 8 - Re appearance of Yukon Chief Medical Officer of Health as a withess (Streicker)

10 1Yo R 2698
[0 1 To] g = To | =T =T o I (o TSSO 2698
No. 9 - Re appearance of witnesses from the Workers' Safety and Compensation Board
(Streicker)
1[0 Y7o PP PP PPPUPURPPPPPRRN 2721
Y (o] Te] g I=To | (=T=To N (o TP PPP PRI 2721

No. 10 - Re appearance of witnesses from Yukon Development Corporation and Yukon

Energy Corporation (Streicker)

10 1Yo 2781
(1< o= (TR 2781
[0 1 T0] g = Vo | ==Y I (TR SRS 2781
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MOTIONS IN COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE (continued)

No. 11 - Re appearance of witnesses from Yukon Hospital Corporation (Streicker)

MOTIONS OTHER THAN GOVERNMENT MOTIONS
No. 113 - Re amendment to Standing Order 76 (Dixon)

[N o 1T = PP OPPRPRR 324
DEDALE, ..ot 379-393

Amendment proposed (MOSTYN), ..vceceeiicirieiiie e e e s e e e s e ee s 392
Debate adjourned on motion and amendment (Time expired) (Pillai), .......ccccoocvveeeennnns 393
Amendment removed from Order Paper, ......ccccccvvviviiiiiie e 859

No. 168 - Re reviewing social assistance rates (Blake)

[N L0] 1oL TR 549
(L= o= (TR 622—-632
Debate adjourned on motion and amendment (Time expired) (MOStyn), ..........ccceeeenee. 633

No. 239 - Re establishing a publicly funded community walk-in clinic (White)

[N\ o 1o T PP RT R PPPRP 989
DEDALE, ..o 1047-1052
Debate adjourned (Time expired) (MCPRhEE), ........uuevvrrriiiiririiiniiirinieieiereirinrerninnnnnnnnn. 1052
No. 378 - Re fertility treatment tax credit (Clarke, Y.)
[N L0 {01 TR 1728
(L= o= (TR 1783-1786
Debate adjourned (Time expired) (MCPHhEE), ....ceeviiiiiiiiiiiiiie e 1786
No. 436 - Re policing resources (Cathers)
[N\ o] 1o PP PP RPPPUPRPPPPPPRN 2110
DEDALE, ...t 2167-2178
Motion agreed tO (DIVISION), ........uuuuueuurererereierereierreneeerrerrerrrerrerererre———————————————————. 2178
No. 437 - Re COVID-19 pandemic funding for municipalities (McLeod)
[N 0] {1 TR 2110
(L= o= (TR 2178-2188
Amendment proposed (WHhIt), .......cuouiiiiiiiiiiie e 2182
Amendment agreed to (DiVISION), .......coiiiiiiiiiieiaiiie e 2183
Debate adjourned on motion as amended (Time expired) (MoStyn), ........ccoccuvvveeeenn. 2188

XXiv
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MOTIONS OTHER THAN GOVERNMENT MOTIONS (continued)

No. 498 - Re Seeking advice of the Conflict of Interest Commission (Hassard)

[N o) o= TR TTURPOTRPPRN 2365
(D= o= (T PP PP 28822883
Motion agreed t0 (DIVISION), ....cccciiiiiiiiiiiee e e s e e e e e s s s e e e e e e s e sanraaareeees 2883
No. 519 - Re exempting home heating fuel from carbon-pricing system (Istchenko)
1IN0 1T = TP ERP PSSR 2570
(=T o (TSP 2645-2651
Debate adjourned (Time expired) (MOSIYN), ...coociiiiiiiiiieiiiieee e 2651
(=T o (TSP 28802882
Motion agreed t0 (DIVISION), ....cccciiiiiiiiiiiee e e s e e e e e s s s e e e e e e s e sanraaareeees 2882
No. 530 - Re extending the Special Committee on Electoral Reform’s reporting deadline
(White)
[N [0 PP P PP PP POPPPPPPN 2710
Unanimous consent re moving motion without one clear day's notice and notwithstanding
StANAING OFder 12(2), ooveeeeiiiiiee ettt e e e nanneeas 2720
(D L= o= (TR PR 2720-2721
Motion agreed to (DIVISION), .......cueeieiiiiieiiiiiee ettt e e e e e sreee e 2721

MOTIONS RESPECTING COMMITTEE REPORTS
No. 3 - Re concurrence in the 4" Report of the Standing Committee on Rules, Elections

and Privileges (Mostyn)

[N L0 {01 TR 2279
Notice to call motion as government-designated business (Streicker), .........ccccccoeene 2467
DEDALE, ...t 2495-2496
Motion agreed tO (DIVISION), ........uuuuueeurereieierererererreneeerrerrerrrerrerererere———————————————————. 2497

No. 4 - Re concurrence in the 6" Report of the Standing Committee on Rules, Elections

and Privileges (Streicker)

[N 0] {1 TR 2800
Notice to call motion as government-designated business (Streicker), ........cccccceeene 2808
(1< o= (TR 2838
Motion agreed t0 (DIVISION), .....ccoiiiiiiiiiiiae et a e e e 2838

MOTIONS, WITHDRAWAL OF

Blake
Y o u o] EoT N o T A =Y g (o 0 R 2107
1Yo 0] TN Ao TR 4 T 2711
Motion No. 540 (not placed on NOLICE PAPEN), ....uuveiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiee e 2801

XXV
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MOTIONS, WITHDRAWAL OF (continued)

Cathers

Motions No. 64, 74, 139, 203, 204, 247, 273, 353 and 406, ........ccccccuveeeiiueeeeiineeeenns 2107

Motion No. 435 (not placed on NOtICE PAPEN), ...uuuveieeiiiiiiiiiieie e eccirree e e sivaaee e 2121

Motion No. 505 (not placed on NOtICE PAPEN), ..uuueriieeeiiiiiiiiieie e e saaee e 2427

MOTION NO. 515, ettt s e nn e 2591
Clarke, N.

Motions No. 418 and 419 (not placed on Notice Paper), .......ccccoueeeeiiieeeiiiieeeeiniieeene 2107
Clarke, Y.

MOLION NO. 120, ...eiiiiiiiiiee ettt e e e st e e e st b e e e e sbe e e e e sabn e e e e abreeaean 2107
Dixon

MOLIONS NO. 39 AN B2, ...cviieeiiriiee ettt e e e e 2107
Hassard

MOLION INO. 267, ..eeeieeiiriiee ettt e e e e s e e s s e e s rrre e e e sarreeeeaa 2107
Istchenko

Motion No. 511 (not placed on NOtICE PAPEr), ...c..eeviiiiiiiiiiiiie e 2543

Motions No. 34, 82, 216, 220, 291, 310 @nd 347, ....ccooviiiiiiieie e 2107

Motions No. 423 and 425 (not placed on Notice Paper), .......cccoveeeiiiieeeniiiiee e 2107
Kent

MOLION INO. 263, ..ottt s e e s r et e e s r e e e e ar e e e ee e 2107

MOLION NO. 529, ..ot 2827
McLeod

1Yo o o 10 N o TR 0 1 TR 2107
McPhee

1Yo o o 10 Ao TR 5 T 2107
Mostyn

MOLION INO. 454, ..ot e st e s e e e e e e 2801
Streicker

MOTION INO. 217, ettt et e et e e st e e s r e e e e anne e e e sarreeeeaas 2107
Tredger

Y oy u o] ER NN o T R I g o 1 4 TR 2107
White

Motions No. 124, 125, 218, 238, 260, 351 and 352, ......ccccuvrrreeeiiiiiiiireeee e eniineneeeens 2107

Motion No. 441 (not placed on NOICE PAPEN), ....uueeiiiiiiiiiiiiiieie e 2121

XXVi
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NOTICE OF PRIVATE MEMBERS' BUSINESS

Opposition private members' business

Order of business for October 12, 2022 (Kent/Tredger), ....cccovvveeeeiiicciiieeeeee e eeeiien 2131
Order of business for October 26, 2022 (White/Kent), .......ccccccveeeeiiiiiiiieeeeee e eseiiene 2377
Order of business for November 9, 2022 (Tredger/Kent), .....cccccceeeeeiiiiiiieeeeeeeesiicinennn, 2600
Order of business for November 23, 2022 (Tredger/Kent), ......ccccccevvvvvvveereeeesiisinnnnnn, 2837
PAGES
Introduction of (SPEAKEI HAIPEN), ...uviiiiiiii i e s e e e e s e s rneeeee s 2107
PETITIONS

No. 13 - Re Pharmacare rates (Blake)

PrESENTEM, ..t e e e s aa s 2124

RECEIVEM, ..ot e e e s e st e e e e e e s e eeeae s 2159

RESPONSE (IMCPRNEE), .oeeeiiiiiiiiiiiiiteieieiete ettt et e ee e e eeee e eaeeseenessnenenensnensnnnnnrnnns 2369
No. 14 - Re Golden Horn area minimum lot size (Kent)

[ (ST 1 (o R 2160

[ Y01 Y=o PR 2191

RESPONSE (SIIEICKET), .veeiiiiiiiie ittt e e eee e 2397

Legislative Return No. 65, Additional response to Petition No. 14 re: Golden Horn

area minimum lot size, filed (Streicker), ......ccccoeeiiiii i, 2429

No. 15 - Re downtown Whitehorse elementary school (Tredger)

PILLAI, RANJ

[ (STST= 1 (= 1R 2489
[ LETo1= 1Y/ <o 1R 2517
RESPONSE (MCLEAN), ...veiiiiiiiiiie ittt ettt sttt e et e et a e e et e e e e snbeeeeean 2713

Speaks on:

Bill No. 206: Second Appropriation Act 2022-23: Second Reading, .........ccccvvvvvvvvinnnnns 2206
Bill No. 306 - Act to Amend the Oil and Gas Act (2022): Second Reading, ................ 2411
Bill No. 306 - Act to Amend the Oil and Gas Act (2022): Third Reading, ...........ccc..... 2637
Ministerial statements:
Cannabis retail SAIES, .......covvveeiiiiiiee s 2223, 2225
Community tourism destination development fund, ...........cccccccceeeine 2430, 2431
Creative and cultural industries strategy, ..........cccoveeeieeriiiniiiiiiieeeeeeeee 2623, 2624
Yukon gross domestic product growth, ..........ccoccveeiiiiiiiiniiiiiieeeeeeee 2831, 2832
Motion No. 437 - Re COVID-19 pandemic funding for municipalities, ............c.cccccee.... 2185

XXVii
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POINTS OF ORDER

Re accusing a member of unethical behavior (Streicker), .......ccooooiiiiii 2438
Y =T =T 1] 1 o R PSSR 2438
Re alleging non-compliance with the law (Streicker), ......ccooveviee i 2381
Chair's statement (Defers ruling), ......ccccveeiieeeiiiiic e 2382
(O o= 1T a3 1] 11V TR PSSR 2448
Re alleging non-compliance with the 1[aw (StreiCKer), ... 2384

Chair's statement (cautions members not to accuse other members of not following

the law, and defers ruling), ... 2384

Re members not to refer to the absence of members (Cathers), ........ccocccviiieiiiiiieeiniieeee 2289
Y 0 =T- =T (] 1 o R PSSR 2289

Re members to refer to other members by official titles (Streicker), .......ccccocvviiiiiiiiiiiiiiinnnnn, 2156
Y 01z 1S =T 111 TS 2156

Re members to refer to other members by official titles (Streicker), .......ccccovvvivivieiniiiiiiininnnnn, 2439
SPEAKEI'S TUING, .eveeeieiiiiie ettt ettt et e sttt e s bbb e e e s nbr e e e s nnnneeas 2439

Re members to use to official party titles (Cathers), .......cccoiiiiii e 2651
SPEAKEI'S TUING, .eveeeieiiiiie ettt ettt et e sttt e s bbb e e e s nbr e e e s nnnneeas 2651

Re needless repetition (CAtNErS), .......ccueiiiiiiiiiii e 2484
(1Y o101V O 1 T T =N 1] 1 o TRt 2484

Re personalizing the debate and alleging non-compliance with the law (Streicker), ................ 2379
Chair's ruling (members should not personalize debate), .........cccccccvvviiviniiiiieiiiiinnnnn, 2379

Re personalizing the debate and alleging non-compliance with the law (Streicker), ................ 2381

Chair's ruling (members should not personalize debate, also, members should

not editorialize when standing on a point of order), .......ccccccviiinieii, 2381

Re use of "character assassination" (DIXON), ......c.ueeeiuiiieiiiiiee e 2540
(1Y o101V O F= 1T =N U] 1 o TRt 2540

Re use of "create fear” (CathErS), ..........u.iuiiiiiiiiiiieiiieie e ererererererererararnrnre 2694
Speaker's statement (Defers ruling), ........veieieieiiiiiiiiii e —————————— 2694

Y 01Tz 1S T {1110 TR 2711

Re use of "fearmongering"” (CatNerS), .......oouiii i 2316
SPEAKEI'S TUING, eeieiiiiiiiee ettt ettt e et e e e s nbbe e e e s aaneeeas 2317

Re use of "peddling fear" (Cathers), ... e 2317
Speaker's statement (Defers ruliNg), .....coeoiieiiiiiii e 2317

Speaker's ruling (not in order to apply term to Members or to editorialize when

speaking to @ Point Of OFAEI), ......uuiiiiiiii e 2341

XXViii
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PROCEDURAL MOTIONS
Adjournment of the House (Streicker)

Motion that the House adjourn (Negatived) (DIVISION), .....cccvvvveeeiiiiiiiiiireeeeeceeciiiieeeeenn 2707

QUESTIONS - ORAL
2 Lodgepole Lane concerns (Van Bibber), ... 2836
Access to information and protection of privacy (Cathers), ......cccccccceiiiiiiiiiie e 2660

Affordable housing

(=10 (T 2 T PO PP P PP PP TOUPPPPPPPPPPN 2282

L1 TR RS SUPROTRPRROTIN 2228
Affordable housing and land development

(Clarke, Y.), oot 2466, 2550, 2626, 2657

(= TS TT= 1 ) TRt 2898
Alaska Highway corridor upgrades (IStChenko), .......cccccvvveiiiiiiiiiiiiie e 2658
Animal Protection and Control Act consultation

(211 1= =) TR PP PP PP PUPPPPPPPPPR 2549

(o1 1) TR PO PP TP PPPPPPPPPPPR 2492

(e 4 =101 o) TR PO PP TPUPPPPPPPPPN 2491
Atlin hydro expansion project

(2320 1 ) TR PPNt 2629

(HBSSAIT), eeeiiiiiiiiiieiiee ettt 2519, 2547, 2572

G119 O PP U PP PP PPN 2520, 2548, 2573
Beaver River watershed land use plan (DiXON), ... 2747
Bedbugs in Yukon Housing Corporation units (Tredger), .....ccccovieeeiiieeeeniiee e 2283
Big Creek bridge replacement (MCLEO), ......ueiiiiiiiiiiiiiie et 2522
Campground development (ISLCENKO), .......icviiiiiiiiiii e 2348
Canada Winter Games bid cancellation (DiX0N), ......ccooeveieiiieiiinie e 2776, 2777
Canada Winter Games infrastructure (MCLEOM), .....ccooeeiiiiiiie e, 2599

Carbon tax exemptions for home heating fuel

(53 (o1 =T 01 (e ) TR TP UT PRSP PPRRPR 2462, 2866
(/o1 =T o o | TR TP TTURPOTPPPPN 2463
Child and Family Services Act implementation (WhIt€), .........ccccoviiveiiiiiieiiiiie e 2834
Child Development Centre building (KENL), .....ccoiiiiiiiiiiiiieee e 2495
Child Development Centre services Wait-list (DIXON), ......ccooririieiiiiieeiiiiee e 2864
Children and youth victims of crime (Cathers), ........couiii i 2628

XXiX
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QUESTIONS — ORAL (continued)

Children’s medication supply (Clarke, Y.), ..o 2689
Chilkoot Trail Inn social houSING (DIXON), ...vvieeiiiiiiiieiee e e e s e e e e s e annneees 2719
Climate change Strategy (KENL), ...ccciiiiiiiiiieie e e e e e e e e e s e s e e e e e e e s annnnreees 2628
Community NUISING (MCLEOM), ..vvvveeeiiiiiiiiiieie e s ee sttt ee e e e e e s e e e e e e st e e e e e e s e s s baaee e e e e e s annnnenees 2346
Conflict of interest re Old Crow wellness centre

(211 1= =) TR P PP P TP PP PPPPPPPPPPPP 2313

(B Ce1 1) TR TP P PP PPPPPPPPPPPP 2281

(HASSAIT), .eteeeeeiitiiee ittt ettt e et e e e st e e e e st b e e e e st e e e e e st e e e e rreeeean 2255
CoSt Of IVING (WHILE), ..t e anb e e 2113
COVID-19 public health measures (Tredger), ....cccoeveeeiiiiceee e 2573
Dawson City recreation centre (Van Bibber), ... 2599
Dempster fibre ProjeCt (DIXON), ......uuuuuuiuueiuieieieieieierereierernrereereee————————————————————————————————————. 2494
Dempster Highway maintenance (Van BIDDEr), .........uuuuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinieieieieieinieennnnennnnnn. 2254
Department of Education student data breach

(o1 1) TR PO PP TP PPPPPPPPPPPR 2126

(3= 11 TR PRSP PERRR 2127, 2130
Diabetes treatment (Van BibDer), ... 2719
Diesel generators (DIXON), ...........u.iuueiuiuimieieieieiernrererereree—————————————————————————————————. 2596, 2597
Ecole Whitehorse Elementary School replacement

(3G 1 TSPt 2522

QT[]0 TR PP PTPUPPOPPPPPN 2493
Electric vehicle charging stations (WHIt€), ........coouuiiiiiiiiiiiiii e 2747
ElECtriCIty rateS (TIEUAGET), «oieeeiiiiiiiii ittt ettt et e et e s e e e e e nbe e e e e nneee 2227
Emergency measures legislation review (KENt), ... 2749
Federal firearms buyback program implementation (Cathers), .........cccccccuivivinivinininininniininin, 2129
Financial support for parent caregivers of children with disabilities (White), ..........ccccccvvrvrnnnns 2659
Finlayson caribou herd management (ISLChENKO), ...........uuiuiiiiiiimimiiiiiiiiieieieieinieinreeene. 2805
[T Lo IESY=Tol 13V (7= 1) TSNS 2315
Fuel and carbon taxes

(211 1= =) TR ST PUPPRPPPPPPPN 2114

(/o1 =T o o | TR TP TTURPOTPPPPN 2866
Fuel-wood supply

(53 (o1 =T 0] (e ) TR TP PUP PRI 2575

(=] 21 P RSP 2112, 2432

Qa1 TS SRR RPRPRN 2433
Gadzoosdaa student residence staffing (Hassard), ........ooocuvieiiiiiiniiieeeieee e 2373
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QUESTIONS — ORAL (continued)

Gender-affirming health care (Tredger), . ... 2347
Health care services

(BIBKE), ettt 2127, 2400, 2464, 2597

(CALNEIS), it 2163, 2434, 2625

(3= 11 T SRR 2716
Hemodialysis services in YUKON (BIAKE), .......ooviiiiiiiiiiiie e 2806
Historic sites artifact management (Van BibDer), ..o 2314
Hospital staffing (WHItE), .......eeeiiiiiie e 2164, 2253
Hotel room shortage (Van BibDEr), ........ooo i 2401
Housing support programs

(ClArKe, Y.), oottt 2398, 2435

(D)0 ] ) PP P PP PP PPPPURRRPPIN 2399, 2432
Implementation of opposition motions (Cathers), .....cccccccvveviiiiii 2895
Inclusive and special education (KENt), ........cciiuiiiiiiiiiieiiiee e 2197, 2867
Infrastructure funding (HASSAId), ......cueeiiiiiiiiiiiiiie e 2317
Kudz Ze Kayah mine project assessment (WhIt€), .........coouruiiiiiiiiieiiiiiie e 2374
Land development (HASSAI), ........eviiiuiiieiiiiii ettt 2746
McConnell Lake flooding (KENL), ......uuuuiuieiiiiieiiiiieieiereieieieiereierererereeernreeeeeree——————. 2400
Mental health services in SChOOIS (WHILE), .......uuuuiviiiiiiiiiiieiiiiiiiiieiiieieieieiniererereere e 2196
Minimum wage (Van BIDDE), .....uuuuiiiiiiiiieiiiiiiiiiiieieieieieieieieeebeeeeeereeeesaeeeeererereressrsrersrsrsrnrnrnrnnes 2686
Mining legislation

(HASSAIT), .eteeeeiiitiiee ettt ettt e et e e e st bt e e e abb e e e e bbe e e e araeeeean 2834

(] 11 T SRS 2808, 2833
Mining project oversight (WHItE), .......ooueiiiiiiii e 2347
Moose management (ISECNENKO), ......uuuuuriuueiiiiiiiiieieieieieieiereierererererersreerererererarererererersrsrnrnrnrnnns 2254
Municipality funding and support (MCLeod), ........ccccvverriiiiiiiiiiiiiniiinieinieininreninen. 2284, 2316, 2598
Nisutlin Bay bridge replacement (Hassard), ........cccccccvevuiriuimieimininieieieininieieininnnn. 2251, 2252
Nurse recruitment and retention (Cathers), ........cccccicieiiiiiiiiieieiii . 2345
Nurse recruitment and retention (DIXON), ........eeeiueiieiiiiie e 2372
@0 o]0 ol { T S (O 11 1 =T ) T PP PPP PP 2285
Paid sick leave rebate program (TreAgEr), .....eioiuieee i 2807
Psychology profession regulation (Clarke, Y.), ..o 2523
Public sector growth (DiXON), ......cooiiiiiiiieeie e eeeeae s 2111, 2895
Rent control

(Yo I =To o | TR TP PPP PP 2715

UL a1 T TP PP PUPPOTPPPPROPRN 2897
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QUESTIONS — ORAL (continued)

Resource Gateway project (HaSSArd), .........cueeeiiiiieiiiiiieiiiie et 2779
Rural fire protection services (IStChENKO), .......cccvuiiiiiiie i 2229
Rural solid-waste transfer stations (ISLICheNKO), .......ccceeiiiiiiiiiiiiiee e 2835
Yol oo To ] I (=Y o] F= o=t o g 1=T L A (] | SRR 2376
School staff Shortage (WhItE), ....uuveciii i e e e e e e s e 2466
Seniors hoUSING (Clarke, Y.), ..ot e st e e e 2402
Sexual abuse within elementary school, Child and Youth Advocate review of

(211 41=1 £ TR PP PP UOP PP 2225, 2863

(B Ce1 1) TR TP P PP PPPPPPPPPPPP 2226

(3= 11 TSR 2899
Sexual abuse within elementary school, government accountability

(030 T 1 ) TSPt 2194

(= TS TT= 10 ) TR 2198
Skagway marine services (Van Bibber), ........ccco i 2128, 2375
Student SUPPOrt SENVICES (WHhILE), ....oiiiiiiiiiiiiiie e 2574
SUpPOrt fOr SENIOIS (MCLEOMA), ..ooiiiiiiieiiiiiee ettt et e et e e e e e 2164
Support services for Hidden Valley Elementary School victims of abuse (Cathers), ............... 2195
Systemic abuse allegations at Jack Hulland Elementary School (White), ...................... 2688, 2778
Teacher staffing (KeNnt), ... 2660
Trades apprenticeship (White), ..., 2548
Truth and Reconciliation Commission calls to action (White), ...........cccoviieiiiiiiinciieeeee 2465

United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples implementation in Yukon (Blake), .... 2627

Universal paid Sick leave (MCLEOM), .......oiiiiiiieiiiiiie ittt 2687
Wetlands protection

(1S3 00d 0 T=T 0] 0 ) TR 2780

LI [ L= o PNt 2865
Whistle Bend development (Clarke, Y.), .o 2115, 2165, 2375, 2718, 2804
Whitehorse Correctional Centre substance use issues and supports (Blake), ......cccccceveverenn. 2717
Wildlife harvest allocations (IStCheNKO), ......ccvuveiiiieeiii e 2749, 2836
Yukon nominee program support for Filipino community (Clarke, Y.), ...cccccoiieiiiiiiiiiiiinnene 2748
Yukon nominee program (WHhItE), ......ceiiiiiiiiiiiiiee ettt sbeeeeen 2521
Yukon River crossing at Dawson City (HasSSard), .......ccooouveiriiiieiniiiieee e 2494
Yukon Water Board role and responsibilities (Kent), ... 2166
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QUESTIONS - WRITTEN

No.

No.

No.

No.

No.

No.

No.

No.

No.

No.

No.

No.

No.

14 - Aging in Place Seniors Advisory Committee (White)
Filed at TADIE, ....eeeeeeiee e
18 - Request for bids to supply and deliver calcium chloride (Hassard)
Filed at TADIE, ....eeeeeeiee e
Response (Clarke, N.) (Legislative Return NO. 63), .....ccccceeveeeriiiiiiiiireeeeeeninns
19 - Auxiliary-on-call and casual staff (White)
Filed at TabIe, ...t e e e a e
Response (Streicker) (Legislative Return NO. 73), ...cccoceviiiiiiiiiiiie e
20 - Re: full-time equivalents in 2016-17 budget year (Istchenko)
Filed at TADIE, ....eeeeeeiee e
Response (Streicker) (Legislative Return NO. 74), .....covvvvvvviviiiiiiiiiieieeeeee
21 - Re: bid value reductions associated with First Nation procurement policy (McLeod)
Filed at TabIE, ...
Response (Clarke, N.) (Legislative Return NO. 64), .....ccccccceeeviiiiiiiiiineeeennnns
22 - Re: general duty policing review report (Cathers)
T[T B A 1= o1 LR
23 - Old Crow health and wellness centre and tenplex housing project (Kent)
Filed at TabIE, ...
Response (Clarke, N.) (Legislative Return NO. 70), ...ccccccvvveviviiiiiiiiiieceeeeee,
24 - value of claims exchanged for compensation (Kent)
[T (ST = 1= o] LR
Response (Streicker) (Legislative Return No. 81), .....cccccvvveeeeiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeene
25 - Re: health care in rural Yukon communities (Cathers)
[T (ST = 1= o1 L=
26 - Re: mental health services (Cathers)
Filed at TabIE, ... e
27 - Re: home care in communities (Cathers)
Filed at TaDIE, ... e
28 - Re: Education Act requirements for initiatives that promote equality and non-
discrimination (Tredger)
T[T = A 1= o] L=
Response (McLean) (Legislative Return No. 80), .......ccccvvvvreeerniiiiiiiiinee e
29 - Re: medical staff shortages (White)
Filed at TabIE, ...t a s
Response (McPhee) (Legislative Return NO. 78), .....occcuvieeiiiiiiiiiiiiiieieeeeee
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QUESTIONS — WRITTEN (continued)
No. 30 - Re: privacy data breaches (White)

Filed @t TaDIE, ..o 2246
Response (Clarke, N.) (Legislative Return NO. 71), ...cccccvceveeeiniiiiiiireeeeeeeeans 2861

No. 31 - Re: Whitehorse Correctional Centre substance use issues and supports (Blake)
Filed @t TaDIE, ..oooeeee e 2713

No. 32 - Re: documents related to the Safe at Home Society’s purchase of the former High

Country Inn (Clarke, Y.)

Filed at TADIE, ... 2713
Not placed 0N Order PAPEr, ......c.eeiiiiiiiieiiiiee ettt 2741
No. 33 - Re: Safe at Home Society’s purchase of the former High Country Inn (Hassard)
Filed at TADIE, ..o 2713
No. 34 - Re: Nisutlin Bay bridge project (Dixon)
Filed at TADIE, ..o 2713

SESSIONAL PAPERS
55. Report from the Clerk of the Yukon Legislative Assembly on the Absence of Members from
Sittings of the Legislative Assembly and its Committees (October 6, 2022) (Speaker Harper), .... 2109
56. Report of the Auditor General of Canada to the Legislative Assembly of Yukon - Yukon
Housing - Yukon Housing Corporation - Department of Health and Social Services
(May 25, 2022) (Speaker HAIPET), ...ueieiiiiieeiiiiie ettt ettt 2109
57. Third Report of the Standing Committee on Public Accounts (September 2022) (Dixon), ....... 2109

58. Fifth Report of the Standing Committee on Appointments to Major Government Boards

and Committees (August 22, 2022) (Clarke, N.), .ooeeeeiiiiiieiiee e 2109
59. Yukon Workers’ Compensation Health and Safety Board 2021 Annual Report (Mostyn), ...2191
60. Yukon Development Corporation 2021 Annual Report (Streicker), .......ccccceeveieieiiieieeeeeen, 2191
61. Yukon Energy 2021 Annual Report (StreiCKer), oo, 2191
62. Cannabis Yukon Annual report - April 1, 2021 to March 31, 2022 (Pillai), .............cceeeenn. 2223
63. Fourth Report of the Standing Committee on Rules, Elections and Privileges

(OcCtober 2022) (IMOSEYN), ..eeeiitiieeiitiee ettt ettt e et e e e st e e e rabe e e e e rab e e e e sabeeeeeneee 2223
64. Government of Yukon financial accounting report for the period April 1, 2021 to

MaArch 31, 2022 (SIIVEI), ittt e e et e e e e e e bbb e ee e e e e e ann 2249
65. Fifth Report of the Standing Committee on Rules, Elections and Privileges

(October 20, 2022) (IMOSTYN), ..utttiieieaaiiiiiet et ettt e e e e e e e e e e s s anbbreeeaa e e s e annbeeeeeeaens 2311
66. Yukon Hospitals Year in Review 2021-22 and Yukon Hospital Corporation

Consolidated Financial Statements March 31, 2022 (McPhee), ......cccoocveieiviiieiiniieeee, 2311
67. Yukon Public Accounts 2021-22 (SIIVEF), ..ccoiiiiiieiiiiiee ittt 2429

XXXIV



First Session, 35™ Legislature Index 2022 Fall Sitting

SESSIONAL PAPERS (continued)

68.

69.

70.

71.

72.

73.

74,
75.
76.
77.
78.
79.
80.
81.
82.
83.
84.

85.
86.
87.
88.
89.

2021 Annual Report - Protecting the public’s interest in fairness, accountability and information
rights during challenging times - Yukon Ombudsman, Yukon Information and Privacy
Commissioner, Yukon Public Interest Disclosure Commissioner (Speaker Harper), .......... 2460

Sixth Report of the Standing Committee on Appointments to Major Government Boards

and Committees (October 31, 2022) (Clarke, N.), ..oocoiiiiriee e 2460
Upping Your Game on Children’s Rights: 2021/2022 Annual Report - Yukon Child and

Youth Advocate Office (Speaker HArPEr), ......ocuieiiiiiiieiiiiee e 2517
Report of the Chief Electoral Officer - Recommended Changes to the Elections Act 2021
(Deputy Speaker BIAKE), .......ccuuiiiiiiiiieiiiiie e 2570

Report of the Chief Electoral Officer - Election Financing Returns 2021 Territorial

General Election (Deputy Speaker BIaKe), .....ccooieieieieii i 2570
Report of the Chief Electoral Officer - The Administration of the 2021 Territorial

General Election (Deputy Speaker BIaKe), .....ccooieieieieiiie e 2570
Bill No. 20, Animal Protection and Control Act, reprinted with amendments (Clarke, N.), .... 2655
Yukon Heritage Resources Board Annual Report April 1, 2021-March 31, 2022 (Pillai), ..2684
Yukon Arts Centre Annual Report 2021/22 (Pillai), .....occcveveiiiiiieinieierieee e 2713
Sixth Report of the Standing Committee on Rules, Elections and Privileges (Mostyn), ..... 2713
Annual Report Yukon Housing Corporation - For the year ended March 31, 2022 (Pillai), ... 2802

Annual report April 1, 2021 to March 31, 2022 - Yukon Liquor Corporation (Pillai), .......... 2802
Yukon state of the environment interim report 2022 (Clarke, N.), ...oooeeeiiiiiiiieee, 2802
Crime Prevention & Victim Services Trust Fund Annual report 2021-22 (McPhee), .......... 2831
Yukon Child Care Board Annual Report 2021-2022 (MCLEAN), ...ccvvveiiiiiieiiiiee e 2831
Bill No. 305, National Day for Truth and Reconciliation Act, English and French text (Blake), . 2831

2021-2022 Annual Report Yukon University and Yukon University Consolidated

Financial Statements Year Ended March 31, 2022 (McLean), ........ccccvvvvvvvvivineminnnnnnnnnnnnns 2861
Yukon Human Rights Panel of Adjudicators 2021-22 Annual Report (Speaker Harper), ..2891
Yukon Judicial Council Annual Report 2021 (MCPhee), .....ccoooveieieiiii i, 2891
Yukon Health Status Report 2021 (MCPhEE), ....ccooeeei i 2891
Yukon Advisory Council on Women’s Issues Annual Report 2021-2022 (McLean), .......... 2891

Interim Report of the Special Committee on Electoral Reform (November 24, 2022) (White), .... 2891

SILVER, SANDY

Speaks on:

Bill No. 21: Carbon Price Rebate Amendments Act (2022):

SecoNd REAAING, ...eeiiiieiiiiiiiiiii et 2318, 2324
Third REAAING, ..o 2351, 2352
Bill No. 206: Second Appropriation Act 2022-23: Second Reading, .................. 2116, 2211
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SILVER, SANDY (continued)
Speaks on:
Ministerial statements:

Public engagement,

SITTING DAYS

No. 75 October 6, 2022 (Thursday),
No. 76 October 11, 2022 (Tuesday),
No. 77 October 12, 2022 (Wednesday),
No. 78 October 13, 2022 (Thursday),
No. 79 October 17, 2022 (Monday),

No. 80 October 18, 2022 (Tuesday),
No. 81 October 19, 2022 (Wednesday),
No. 82 October 20, 2022 (Thursday),
No. 83 October 24, 2022 (Monday),

No. 84 October 25, 2022 (Tuesday),
No. 85 October 26, 2022 (Wednesday),
No. 86 October 27, 2022 (Thursday),
No. 87 October 31, 2022 (Monday),

No. 88 November 1, 2022 (Tuesday),
No. 89 November 2, 2022 (Wednesday),
No. 90 November 3, 2022 (Thursday),
No. 91 November 7, 2022 (Monday),
No. 92 November 8, 2022 (Tuesday),
No. 93 November 9, 2022 (Wednesday),
No. 94 November 10, 2022 (Thursday),

No. 95 November 14, 2022 (Monday),
No. 96 November 15, 2022 (Tuesday),
No. 97 November 16, 2022 (Wednesday),
No. 98 November 17, 2022 (Thursday),
No. 99 November 21, 2022 (Monday),
No. 100 November 22, 2022 (Tuesday),
No. 101 November 23, 2022 (Wednesday),
No. 102 November 24, 2022 (Thursday),

SITTING LENGTH

Government House Leader's report on (Streicker),
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SPEAKER (see also DEPUTY SPEAKER, SPEAKER'S RULINGS and SPEAKER'S STATEMENTS)

Y ¢ 1= o | SRS 2543, 2569

Introductions
27T | I o = o TP OTURPRTPRRN 2121
Bra@UNEE, ANY@, oiiiiiiiiiiii ittt e et e e e e e e et b e e e e aaaaee 2157
JODSON, JASMINE, itiiiie ittt e e e et e e s s bt e e e e b e e e e nbee e e e nnees 2121
KalbfleISCh, JANEL, ...oooiiieee e e 2121
Marshall-Greenlaw, DOFIS, ........couiiiiiiiiie e e e e s e e e e e e s e anbaeeeeaee s 2121
= U ] TR 1= T - U PP PRI 2121
MIINES, JUIIA, ...t e e e e s e e e e e e e ae 2157, 2859
P S, ittt e e e et aaaaee 2107
Pedlar, AlTBN, ........ et e e a e 2121
PeAIAr, JASON, ...eiiiiiiiieii et a e e s eaaeas 2121
L (01 7= TR U [ [ (=Y 2R 2859
] L1 TR o OO 2121
Steehouder, INGFIA, ......ooi e e e e e e e 2121
TS, CHIISIOPNEL, .. e e eeeeee s 2157, 2859

TablesS OCUMENLS, ...cuvvriieiieiiieeeee e e e e e e e e e e e et e e e e e e eeabaans 2109, 2460, 2517, 2891

SPEAKER'S RULINGS (see also DEPUTY SPEAKER'S RULINGS)

Re accusing a member of unethical behavior, violation of Standing Order 19(g), .......coeeevveeee. 2438
Re members not to refer to the absence of members, ... 2289
Re members to refer to other members by official titles, ......cccccoeeiiiii 2439
Re members to refer to other members by official titleS, ........cccooviiii 2156
Re members to use to official party titleS, ..........cciiieiiiiiiiii 2651
RE USE Of "Create fRar," ...t a e e e 2711
R SR U LY=o B (== 14 0 o] T =TT o TR 2317
R SR U LY=o B o= To [o ] T T N 1= = | S 2341

SPEAKER'S STATEMENTS (see also DEPUTY SPEAKER'S STATEMENTS)

Re in recognition of National Child DAy, .........cccuueiiiiioiiiiiiee e 2771
Re in recognition of Remembrance DAy, .........ccuueiiiiiiiiiiiiiei e 2653
Re members to address each other by official titles, ..........ccccccniiin. 2121, 2189, 2445, 2446
Re motions "urging the government to recognize certain facts" are not in order, .................... 2121
Re remembrance of victims of last year's shooting incident in Faro, .........ccccccevviiveeiniineenne 2395
Re "Tabling Returns and Documents" is not an opportunity for debate, ..........ccccccceiiiiiennnn 2711

XXXVil
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SPEAKER'S STATEMENTS (continued)

Index 2022 Fall Sitting

Re "Tabling Returns and Documents" is not an opportunity for debate, and documents

tabled under the rubric can't be used to "correct the record" of another member, ............ 2341
R N S =T 0) @ (== L (I (Y- N 2694
Re volume of off-mic comments interfering with Speaker's ability to hear, .........ccccccceevvinnnneen. 2213

STREICKER, JOHN

Speaks on:

Bill No. 17: Clean Energy Act:

SY=Tolo) ol 2 LT To [T TR RS 2199, 2204

Third REAAING, ...eicviieiiie ettt e r e e e e et e e e e e e e e enns 2440, 2447
Bill No. 20: Animal Protection and Control Act:

Y =Tolo] o [ 2 {T- To [T T TR SRR PRI 2262

Third REAAING, ..ottt e e e e e e eeeeee s 2693
Bill No. 21: Carbon Price Rebate Amendments Act (2022): Second Reading, ........... 2322
Bill No. 206: Second Appropriation Act 2022-23: Second Reading, ..........ccceeevivveeeenne 2148
Bill No. 306 - Act to Amend the Oil and Gas Act (2022):

Y= ToTo] T I LT Vo L] o TR 2409

I 110 == T 11 o 2639

Committee of the Whole Motion No. 10 - Re appearance of withesses from Yukon

Development Corporation and Yukon Energy Corporation, ..........cccccceeeeiiiieeennns 2781

Ministerial statements:

Dawson regional land Use plan, .......cccccveeiiiiiiiiiiieee e 2594, 2595
ENErgy PONICY, cooieeeeeeiiiiee e 2774, 2775
French l[anguage SErVICES, .......cvvvviiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeeeee e 2803, 2804
Motion No. 427 - Re member participation in sittings of the House via video
conference due to COVID-19 during the 2022 Fall Sitting, ............cooeeeeeeeeeeeeeeennn, 2133
Motion No. 430 - Re appointment of Ombudsman of YUKon, ..........cccccccvvivivinininnnnnnn, 2131
Motion No. 431 - Re reappointment of Conflict of Interest Commissioner David Phillip
N Lo [T TR PR 2132
Motion No. 437 - Re COVID-19 pandemic funding for municipalities, ............... 2179, 2182
Motion No. 491 - Re amendment to Standing Order 45(3.2)(2)C., ....veeeeeeeriiiiiriieeenenn. 2436
Motion No. 494 - Re provisional Standing Order 76 during the 2022 Fall Sitting, ....... 2468
Motion No. 519 - Re exempting home heating fuel from carbon-pricing system, ........ 2649
Motion No. 530 - Re extending the Special Committee on Electoral Reform’s
reporting deadliNg, ........ceeiiiiii e s 2721
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TERMINATION OF SITTING
AS per StaNdiNg Order 76(L), ....cuueeeeiiuieeeeiiiite ettt ettt ettt e e e e s aibe e e senbre e e s eanneeas 2912
As per Standing OrAEr 76(2), .uuuueerreeeiiiiiiiiieeeeeeisirittreeeeee et ssstaerreeeessaasnrarrreaesssaasrreereeeesesanns 2913

TREDGER, EMILY (see also DEPUTY CHAIR OF COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE)

Questions, oral:

Bedbugs in Yukon Housing Corporation UNItS, ...........cccceiirreeeiiiieeeniiieeesnineeeesineeeenns 2283
COVID-19 public health MEASUIES, ........coiiiiiiiiiiiiiie e 2573
Ecole Whitehorse Elementary School replac@ment, ...........c.ccceveeeeveeveeeeceeeieeeeenns 2493
[ =Yoo Y = L (SRS 2227
Gender-affirming health Care, ..o 2347
Paid sick leave rebate program, ..............eeeeeeieieieiiieiiiii e —————————— 2807
Wetlands ProteCION, ........eiiiiiiiiiiiiii et e e e e s e e e e s e s raeeeeeeaeaann 2865

Speaks on:
Bill No. 17: Clean Energy Act:

Y =Tolo] o I 2 LT To [TV TR SRR 2200

B I 110 =T T 11 o 2441
Bill No. 20: Animal Protection and Control Act: Second Reading, .........cccccvvvvvvvvninnnnns 2262
Bill No. 21: Carbon Price Rebate Amendments Act (2022):

Y= ToTo] T I LT Vo L] o TR 2323

LI (e I = == Vo L1 o SRR 2351
Bill No. 206: Second Appropriation Act 2022-23: Second Reading, .........ccccveeeviiveeennne 2146
Bill No. 306 - Act to Amend the QOil and Gas Act (2022):

Y =Telo] g [o I 2 LT To [T TR SRR 2413

B I 110 =T Vo 11 o 2641
Ministerial statements:

Cannabis retail SAIES, ......ccc.eiiiiiiie e 2224

Erik Nielsen Whitehorse International Airport, ........ccccccvvvvviiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeee 2461

INtErNEL CONNECTIVILY, ..vvviiiiiieieiiiiiiie et e e e e e e e e 2862

North Klondike Highway reConStruction, .........ccccceveiiiieeiniiiie e 2281

United Nations climate change conference, ..........ccoccociiiiieiniie e 2571
Motion No. 448 - Re reproductive healthCare, ..........ccooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiie e 2527

Motion respecting Committee Reports No. 3 - Re concurrence in the 4" Report of

the Standing Committee on Rules, Elections and Privileges, .........cccccccceviiiinnnn. 2496

XXXIX
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TRIBUTES
16 Days of Activism against Gender-Based Violence, recognition of (McLean/Clarke, Y./White), .... 2889
Air North’s three-millionth jet passenger, recognition of (Pillai/Van Bibber/Blake), .................. 2157
Avalanche Canada and Yukon Avalanche Association, recognition of (Mostyn/Istchenko/White), ... 2742
Brain Cancer Awareness Day, recognition of (McPhee/Van Bibber), .........ccccoviiiiiiiiiiiennnn 2342
Breast Cancer Awareness Month, recognition of (McPhee/McLeod/Tredger), ........cccccvveennen 2158
Carbon Monoxide Awareness Week, recognition of (Mostyn/McLeod/White), ............ccceeenneee 2488
Commodore, Margaret, recognition of (White/McLean/DiX0n), ........cccccvveeeeeiiiiiiiieneeeeeesiiinenens 2459
Community Land Trust Day, World, recognition of (Pillai/Tredger), .....ccccccccviiiiiiieeeeeeeiiiinnn, 2429
Diabetes Day 2022, World, recognition of (McPhee/McLeod/Blake), .........cccccccvvvveveeeesiiinnnnen 2712
Diwali, recognition of (Pillai/DiXON/TrEAQEr), .......uuuuuuuruiurmiereiuiereininiernrninrnrnrnrerm—————————. 2395
Energy efficiency, recognition of (Streicker/Istchenko/Tredger), .....ccccovcoeeeeiiiiiiieiieee e 2341
Fire Prevention Week, recognition of (Mostyn/Istchenko/Tredger), .......cccovvvieiniiiieinniieeennnnn 2190
Foster Family Appreciation Week, National, recognition of (McPhee/Van Bibber/Blake), ....... 2221
Francophone Immigration Week, National, recognition of (Streicker/Clarke, Y./White), .......... 2622

Geoscience Forum and Trade Show 501 anniversary, recognition of (Streicker/McLeod/White), . 2772

Gilbert, George’s donation of rock and mineral samples to Yukon University, recognition of (Kent), .... 2428

Girl Child, International Day of, recognition of (McLean/Clarke, Y./Tredger), ........ccccceeeeenennnnn. 2123
Holodomor Memorial Day, recognition of (Clarke, N./Istchenko/WHhite), .........cccccccvvvvvvvnrnnnnnnns 2860
Hougen, Margaret, remembrance of (Pillai/Van Bibber/White), ..........ccocciiiiiiiiiiiiie 2801
Housing Day, National, recognition of (Pillai/Clarke, Y. /IBlake), ......cccccccoreiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeiiieen 2827
Indigenous Veterans Day, National, recognition of (McLean/Van Bibber/Blake), .................... 2591
Innovation Week, Yukon, recognition of (Pillai/Van Bibber), .......ccccccooveiiiiiiiiiiieee, 2859
Lastraw Ranch and Klondike Valley Nursery, recognition of (Streicker/Cathers/White), ......... 2569
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Mental Health Day, World, recognition of (McPhee/McLeod/Blake), .........ccccccceiiiiiiiinniinneennnn 2121
Niin K’iit Tsal centre, recognition of (Blake/McLean), .........cccccoiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiee e 2310
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Ministerial statements:
Community tourism destination development fund, ............cccceiviiiiinniieenne 2430
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Mr. Speaker: | will now call the House to order.

I would like to begin the 2022 Fall Sitting of the
Legislative Assembly by respectfully acknowledging all
Yukon First Nations and that we are meeting on the traditional
territory of the Kwanlin Diin First Nation and Ta’an Kwéach’an
Council.

We will proceed at this time with prayers.

Prayers

Withdrawal of motions

Mr. Speaker: The Chair wishes to inform the House of
changes made to the Order Paper. The following motions have
been removed from the Order Paper, as they are now outdated:
Motions No. 18 and 416, standing in the name of the Member
for Whitehorse Centre; Motions No. 34, 82, 216, 220, 310, and
347, standing in the name of the Member for Kluane; Motions
No. 39 and 62, standing in the name of the Leader of the
Official Opposition; Motions No. 74, 139, 203, and 204,
standing in the name of the Member for Lake Laberge; Motions
No. 124, 125, 218, 351, and 352, standing in the name of the
Leader of the Third Party; Motion No. 146, standing in the
name of the Member for Watson Lake; Motions No. 171 and
360, standing in the name of the Member for Vuntut Gwitchin;
Motion No. 217, standing in the name of the Government
House Leader and on which debate adjourned on November 17,
2021; and Motion No. 263, standing in the name of the Member
for Copperbelt South.

The following motions have been removed from the Order
Paper as the actions requested in the motions have been taken
in whole or in part: Motions No. 64, 247, 273, 353, and 406,
standing in the name of the Member for Lake Laberge; Motion
No. 120, standing in the name of the Member for Porter Creek
Centre; Motions No. 238 and 260, standing in the name of the
Leader of the Third Party; Motion No. 267, standing in the
name of the Member for Pelly-Nisutlin; and Motion No. 291,
standing in the name of the Member for Kluane.

Motion No. 413, standing in the name of the Minister of
Justice, was removed from the Order Paper, as it is similar to
Motion No. 427, which carried on April 28, 2022.

Motion No. 418, notice of which was given by the Minister
of Highways and Public Works on April 28, 2022, was not
placed on today’s Notice Paper, as the motion is not in order.

Similarly, Motion No. 425, natice of which was given by
the Member for Kluane on April 28, 2022, was not placed on
today’s Notice Paper, as the motion is not in order.

Motion No. 419, notice of which was given by the Minister
of Highways and Public Works on April 28, 2022, was not
placed on today’s Notice Paper, as the motion is outdated.

Finally, Motion No. 423, notice of which was given by the
Member for Kluane on April 28, 2022, was not placed on
today’s Notice Paper, as the motion is outdated.

Also, Written Question No. 22, submitted by the Member
for Lake Laberge on April 28, 2022, was not placed on the
Order Paper, as it is not in order.

INTRODUCTION OF PAGES

Speaker: It gives me great pleasure to introduce the
legislative pages, who will be serving the House during the
2022 Fall Sitting. They are: Zayda Bilton and Bella Ganzer
from St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Secondary School;
Conrad Snowshoe and Sarah Cave from Porter Creek
Secondary School; Alexandra Ibrahim, Sydney Sinclair, and
Declan Wise from F.H. Collins Secondary School; and
Paul L’Heureux from CSSC Mercier.

Today, we have with us Sydney Sinclair and Declan Wise.
I would ask members to welcome them to the House at this
time.

Applause

DAILY ROUTINE

Speaker:
Paper.
Introduction of visitors.

We will proceed at this time with the Order

INTRODUCTION OF VISITORS

Hon. Mr. Silver: | have a few folks in the gallery that I
would ask my colleagues to help me welcome here today. We
have Carly Carruthers, our president of the Yukon Liberal
Party. We also have in the gallery Mike Pemberton and also, no
stranger to the Legislative Assembly, Mr. Ted Adel. We have

Clarence Timmons as well, | believe — maybe not; my
eyesight is not that great these days.
I will say too, this brings me a lot of joy as well — I have

in the gallery Aaron Casselman, who is my ministerial
assistant, and his father, Dave, who is visiting from Alberta. It
is really great to see you, sir. We also have in the gallery Renée
Francoeur, who is with our communications staff. | had better
get that name correctly because | kind of bungle it every once
in a while because her mum is here — Mary Harris.

Thank you for joining us here and welcome.

Applause

Hon. Ms. McLean: It is really great to be back in the
Legislative Assembly and to see so many people whom we all
know. | want to ask my colleagues to please help me welcome
two very special people in my life: my son, Jedrek Dendys —
it is Jedrek’s 23" birthday today, so I just thought | would do a
special mention of that — and my daughter, Bria Rose McLean.
It is really great to have the two of you in the House today, so
welcome.

I would also like to welcome Amy Ryder, my former
ministerial advisor and now an employee for Air North.
Welcome to all of you.

Applause

Hon. Mr. Pillai: | would also like to ask my colleagues
in the Legislative Assembly today to welcome the team that is
here from the Da Daghay Development Corporation. With us
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today are Ben Asquith, Tiffany Eckert-Maret, Dakota Eckert-
Maret, Aberdeen Broeren, Desiree Coad-Broeren, as well as
Corey Reimer. These are folks who have been doing incredible
work on wildfire, affordable housing, as well as innovation and
investment in the Yukon.

Thank you for coming today.

Applause

Hon. Mr. Streicker: Mr. Speaker, | wonder if we could
also welcome my colleague, Moira Lassen, who is in the gallery
today.

Applause

Mr. Dixon: | would like to ask members to join me in
welcoming Mel Brais, the president of the Yukon Party.
Applause

Ms. White: There is a person in the gallery who is not
unknown to us all, but it is not often he sits as a spectator in the
gallery; of course, it is the Deputy Sergeant-at-Arms,
Joe Mewett.

Applause

Speaker:
Tributes?

Are there any further visitors to be introduced?

TRIBUTES
In remembrance of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth I

Hon. Mr. Silver: Mr. Speaker, today, | rise to pay
tribute to Her Late Majesty Queen Elizabeth Il and recognize
her lifetime of service. On September 8, 2022, the world
learned of the passing of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II.
Throughout her 70-year reign, her Late Majesty Queen
Elizabeth 11 served the United Kingdom, Commonwealth, and
overseas territories with dedication and dignity. She travelled
the globe and made it a priority to support causes that were
close to her heart.

Her Majesty was patron to more than 600 charities and
organizations, 36 of which were right here in Canada. These
include the Canadian Cancer Society and also the Canadian
Nurses Association. Her Majesty dedicated her life, as the
longest serving monarch, to public service and helping
Canadians and others, for which we are extremely grateful.
Through our own grieving, individually and collectively, the
world came together to pay respects to the Queen, and also the
royal family, as one of the most-watched historic recent events
in TV history. Her service impacted several generations,
obviously, and demonstrated the depth and impact that Her
Majesty had throughout her reign.

Her Majesty visited Whitehorse in 1959, and that was an
historic event. Yukoners gathered with excitement to meet
Queen Elizabeth 11 and Prince Philip, and that visit became a
cherished moment in Yukon’s history, and many still reflect on
this with great fondness: their opportunity to meet the Queen.

She visited Canada more than any other country in the
Commonwealth, demonstrating how important Canada was to
her and how much she enjoyed our country and our culture.

As we mourn and mark her passing, and with the ascension
of His Majesty King Charles 111, this is a moment to reflect on
the complex but important relationship between the Crown and
indigenous people in Canada and here in the Yukon. We
acknowledge that this relationship is part of Canada’s painful
history of colonialization. Here in the Yukon, we are committed
to continuing the important work of reconciliation. We are
encouraged that His Majesty has expressed that he is committed
to working on reconciliation between the Crown and
indigenous peoples.

His Majesty has also demonstrated a long-lasting
commitment to his duty and has been a champion for our
climate advocacy, including environmentalism and fighting
climate change.

On behalf of all Yukoners, | extend our sympathies, once
again, to all the members of the royal family. Her Majesty’s
legacy will forever be recognized in Canada, in Canadian
history, and her visit to the Yukon, a very special moment for
many, which will never be forgotten.

Thank you very much.

Applause

Ms. Van Bibber: Mr. Speaker, | rise on behalf of the
Yukon Party Official Opposition to pay tribute to Her Majesty
Queen Elizabeth II, and it is truly an honour. The history books
will record September 8, 2022, as the date that Her Majesty
Queen Elizabeth Il passed away at Balmoral Castle in Scotland.
Her death certificate states her given name, Elizabeth
Alexandra Mary; her surname is Windsor; her occupation, Her
Majesty the Queen.

Her reign of 70 years on the throne is unprecedented and
unlikely to ever be repeated. As | had stated earlier this year,
when | spoke to a motion regarding the Queen’s Platinum
celebration, she was a symbol of stability and grace. Even
though we knew Her Royal Highness was the young age of 96,
and she was not as agile as she was the months before, we were
still surprised at her sudden passing.

On September 6, 2022, the Queen received the newly
elected leader of the Conservative Party, Prime Minister Liz
Truss, at Balmoral. Then her royal doctor stated she was under
medical supervision and must rest. Two days later, the royal
family, the Commonwealth, and many around the world
mourned her passing, and we witnessed a genuine outpouring
of grief.

The legacy of Queen Elizabeth |1, as she adapted to the
changes that kept coming with the decades, portrayed her
dedication and the strength she needed to be the head of state.
On September 19, after lying in state, the funeral at
Westminster Abbey was held, and Her Majesty was laid to rest
with symbolism and traditions that are marked only for a
sovereign.

When someone dear to you passes, we have privacy and
can be alone to grieve, if necessary. The royals have no such
luxury, and with social and instant media, they have to shoulder
the burden of being that public face of the Crown and be judged
for every nuance of their behaviour. | personally wish them
comfort and send them prayers.
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The Yukon Party Official Opposition, again, sends our
sincere condolences to her family, her children, her
grandchildren, and all her royal family. The heir and first son
of Her Majesty, Charles, then Prince of Wales, has now
ascended the throne as King Charles 111.

God save the King.

Applause

Ms. White:  Mr. Speaker, | stand on behalf of the Yukon
NDP to mark the passing and the life of Queen Elizabeth II, the
United Kingdom’s longest serving monarch, who died
peacefully on September 8, just a few short weeks ago.

Canada and the Yukon have a long, shared history with
Queen Elizabeth. Many Yukoners grieved her passing, and
others had conflicted feelings about the relationship between
First Nation people in the Yukon and the monarchy she
represented for so long.

The Queen came to the throne in 1952 and, in the seven
decades that followed, she witnessed enormous social change,
not just around the world but right here in Canada: the
continuance of residential schools, the Sixties Scoop, missing
and murdered indigenous women and girls, and other awful
things. | know that we as people grow and we change and we
evolve, and | hope that to be true for the most powerful woman
in the world.

In her last official statement, the Queen offered
condolences to the families of the 10 people who died during
the horrific mass Kkillings on the James Smith Cree Nation. The
Queen of England showed compassion to a small rural First
Nation located 58 kilometres east of Prince Albert,
Saskatchewan that most of us couldn’t point to on a map. She
went out of her way to extend her condolences to those
suffering a loss. This was a small step toward a better path —
the path of recognizing colonial harm and fostering the intent
of reconciliation.

There is a real opportunity for the new reigning monarch,
who is the symbolic head of the Anglican Church, to take
responsibility for its role in the genocide of Indigenous peoples
and the failure to fulfill agreements made with the Crown under
treaty, to truly honour truth and reconciliation.

No matter how people remember Queen Elizabeth, her
seven decades of public service is unmatched in modern times
and a remarkable feat. Throughout this Queen’s reign, she was
an influential role model for generations of women who will be
remembered for normalizing and evolving the perception of
strong female leadership.

Mr. Speaker, this is the end of an era and an opportunity to
go forward in a good way.

Applause

TABLING RETURNS AND DOCUMENTS

Speaker: Under tabling returns and documents, the
Chair has for tabling Report from the Clerk of the Yukon
Legislative Assembly on the Absence of Members from Sittings
of the Legislative Assembly and its Committees, dated
October 6, 2022; Report of the Auditor General of Canada to
the Legislative Assembly of Yukon — Yukon Housing — Yukon

Housing Corporation — Department of Health and Social
Services, dated May 25, 2022.
Are there any further returns or documents for tabling?

Hon. Mr. Silver: | have for tabling a ministerial
statement on inflation that the opposition didn’t want you to
hear today.

Mr. Cathers: | have for tabling today a letter to the
Minister of Justice regarding federal firearms legislation,
Bill C-21, and | would also note, just for the record and for
Hansard, that the enclosure referenced in the letter is a copy of
the National Police Federation’s position statement on firearms
issued in November 2020, which | previously tabled here in this
Assembly.

Hon. Mr. Clarke:
legislative returns.

Mr. Speaker, | have for tabling three

Speaker: Are there any reports of committees?

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

Mr. Dixon: Mr. Speaker, | have for tabling the third
report of the Standing Committee on Public Accounts, dated
September 26, 2022.

Hon. Mr. Clarke: | have for tabling the fifth report of
the Standing Committee on Appointments to Major
Government Boards and Committees, dated August 22, 2022.

Speaker:
presented?

Are there any petitions to be presented?

Are there any bills to be introduced?

Avre there any further committee reports to be

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS

Bill No. 206: Second Appropriation Act 2022-23 —
Introduction and First Reading

Hon. Mr. Silver: | move that Bill No. 206, entitled
Second Appropriation Act 2022-23, be now introduced and
read a first time.

Speaker: It has been moved by the Hon. Premier that
Bill No. 206, entitled Second Appropriation Act 2022-23, be
now introduced and read a first time.

Motion for introduction and first reading of Bill No. 206
agreed to

Bill No. 305: National Day for Truth and
Reconciliation Act — Introduction and First Reading

Ms. Blake: | move that a bill, entitled National Day for
Truth and Reconciliation Act, be now introduced and read a
first time.

Speaker: It has been moved by the Member for Vuntut
Gwitchin that a bill, entitled National Day for Truth and
Reconciliation Act, be now introduced and read a first time.

Motion for introduction and first reading of the Bill
No. 305 agreed to
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Speaker: Are there any further bills for introduction?
Avre there any notices of motions?

NOTICES OF MOTIONS

Hon. Mr. Streicker:
of the following motion:

THAT, for the duration of the 2022 Fall Sitting, any
Member of the Legislative Assembly who is unable to attend
sittings of the House in person due to COVID-19 symptoms,
illness, or protocols may participate in the sittings of the House
by video conference, notwithstanding Standing Order 8 or any
other Standing Order, and by video conference shall:

(1) be recognized to speak in debate, notwithstanding
Standing Order 17,

(2) be permitted to vote, notwithstanding Standing
Order 25;

(3) be permitted to participate in counts in Committee of
the Whole notwithstanding Standing Order 44 and Standing
Order 44.1;

(4) contribute to constituting quorum in the Legislative
Assembly, under Standing Order 3 and under the Yukon Act;
and

(5) be considered to have attended the sitting of the
Legislative Assembly, with no deduction of indemnity required
under subsection 39(5) of the Legislative Assembly Act.

Mr. Speaker, | rise to give notice

| also give notice of the following motion:

THAT, for the duration of the 2022 Fall Sitting, if the
Legislative Assembly stands adjourned for an indefinite period
of time, the Government House Leader and at least one of the
other House Leaders together may request that the Legislative
Assembly meet virtually via video conference, with all the
Members of the Legislative Assembly being able to participate
remotely, notwithstanding any current Standing Orders
regarding members’ physical presence in the Chamber.

| also give notice of the following motion:

THAT, for the duration of the 2022 Fall Sitting:

(1) the Clerk shall keep a daily list of paired members in
which any member of the Government and any member of an
opposition party may have their names entered together by
noon on that date to indicate that they will not take part in any
recorded division in the Legislative Assembly held on that date;
and

(2) following each such division held, the names of any
members entered on the list of paired members for that date
shall be printed in Hansard and the Votes and Proceedings.

| also give notice of the following motion:

THAT the Yukon Legislative Assembly, pursuant to
sections 2 and 3 of the Ombudsman Act, recommends that the
Commissioner in Executive Council appoint Jason Pedlar as the
Ombudsman of the Yukon for a term of five years, effective
October 14, 2022.

I also give notice of the following motion:

THAT the Yukon Legislative Assembly, pursuant to
section 18 of the Conflict of Interest (Members and Ministers)
Act, reappoint David Phillip Jones, QC as a member of the
Conflict of Interest Commission for a three-year period,
effective November 1, 2022.

Mr. Kent: | rise to give notice of the following motion:

THAT this House urges the Minister of Highways and
Public Works to:

(1) review the penalties associated with drivers failing to
respect the flashing lights and stop signs mounted on school
buses that are intended to keep students safe; and

(2) implement the recommendations from Strengthening
School Bus Safety in Canada, a report of the task force on
school bus safety, issued in February 2020.

Ms. Clarke:
motion:

THAT this House urges the Yukon government to support
the valuable work of the Golden Age Society by entering into a
multi-year agreement to assist them with core funding.

| rise to give notice of the following

Hon. Ms. McLean:
motion:

THAT this House condemns the actions of Hockey Canada
in response to the allegations of sexual abuse and urges Yukon
hockey organizations to reconsider their affiliation with
Hockey Canada.

I rise to give notice of the following

Mr. Cathers:
motion:

THAT this House urges the Yukon government to
recognize that over one-fifth of Yukoners are without a family
doctor by taking action now to improve physician recruitment
and retention initiatives and to support doctor recruitment
efforts by the Yukon Medical Association.

| rise to give notice of the following

I also give notice of the following motion:

THAT this House urges the Yukon government to ensure
that territorial policing resources are not diverted to assist in the
implementation of the federal Liberal government’s flawed gun
buyback program.

Ms. McLeod:
motion:

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon to
provide funding to Yukon municipalities to help them address
the financial impacts of the public health restrictions during the
COVID-19 pandemic, which included loss of municipal
revenue and increased operational expenses.

| rise to give notice of the following

Ms. Van Bibber:
motion:

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon to work
with other levels of government, tourism stakeholders, and the
Canada Border Services Agency to:

| rise to give notice of the following
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(1) determine appropriate opening and closing dates for
Yukon-Alaska border crossings for the 2023 tourism season;

(2) determine appropriate operating hours for Yukon-
Alaska border crossings that reflect the needs of Yukon and
Alaska tourism; and

(3) establish stronger communications between border
operators, contractors, tourism operators, and governments
about the ongoing operation of the Yukon-Alaska border
crossings.

Mr. Hassard:
motion:

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon to work
with the City of Whitehorse to examine the feasibility of
increasing the number of residential suites allowed in
commercial or industrial buildings.

| rise to give notice of the following

Mr. Istchenko:
motion:

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon to
discontinue plans to close rural transfer stations and to
meaningfully consult with affected communities about plans to
change solid-waste operations in those communities.

| rise to give notice of the following

Ms. White: | rise to give notice of the following motion:

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon to
recognize and support the global feminist protests led by
Iranian women in solidarity with Mahsa Amini.

| also give notice of the following motion:

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon to
provide further inflation relief for Yukoners in the form of:

(1) a one-time payment of $500 for every individual and
household who earns less than $70,000 annually;

(2) an income-tested amount for households earning
between $70,000 and $100,000, up to $250;

(3) an increase in the Yukon child benefit up to $173, and
indexed to the rate of inflation going forward,;

(4) a $300 monthly increase to social assistance rates; and

(5) a comprehensive social assistance review of the rates
started by January 1, 2023.

Ms. Blake: | rise to give notice of the following motion:

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon to work
with the Vuntut Gwitchin Government to plan for and provide
a safe home for children and youth in the community of Old
Crow.

Ms. Tredger:
motion:

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon to
update Our Clean Future to include recommendations from
Climate Shot 2030, such as the actions in Our Clean Future will
reduce the Yukon’s greenhouse gas emissions by 45 percent
from 2010 levels by 2030.

I rise to give notice of the following

I also give notice of the following motion for the
production of papers:

THAT this House do order the return of a written response
to each of the |leadership and capacity-building
recommendations contained in Climate Shot 2030.

Speaker: Is there a statement by a minister?
This then brings us to Question Period.

QUESTION PERIOD
Question re: Public sector growth

Mr. Dixon: In the lead-up to the Fall Sitting, the current
Premier has touted Yukon’s economic growth as one of the
highlights of his record and one of the things he is most proud
of. However, what he leaves out is where the actual growth has
occurred. There is no doubt that there has been job growth in
the Yukon since he took office, but what he neglects to mention
is that the growth has occurred almost entirely in the public
sector. This unsustainable ballooning of the public service has
come at the cost of the private sector.

Does the current Premier recognize that the dramatic
increase in the size of the public service that has occurred under
his watch is unsustainable and actually serves to hamper the
growth of the private sector?

Hon. Mr. Pillai: | think it would be important to point
out that we have seen growth across many sectors. Of course,
when you look at our contribution, province by province right
now, and you look at our per capita input, when you think about
mining and what we’ve done as an economy, we’re fourth in
the country, leading almost all provinces, | believe, except for
Alberta.

Today, we had good numbers that also came out, based on
what our compensation is, not just for the public sector, but for
the private sector, in those numbers across the board.

Again, we have seen growth in the mining sector. We have
seen, up until COVID, some very strong growth and strong
numbers in the tourism sector. There is a really diverse sense of
growth across many, many sectors. | think that the comments
from the Leader of the Opposition are accurate, that it wasn’t
just one particular area of the economy, but we have seen some
strong growth. Of course, that has led to the population growth
in every province and territory in North America.

Mr. Dixon: My question was for the current Premier,
not the presumed future Premier.

The data from the Yukon Bureau of Statistics paints a stark
picture of the current Premier’s job record. When he took office
in December of 2016, total employment for the Yukon was
21,500. Of that, 8,600 jobs were in the public sector. Fast-
forward to now, in August of this year, total employment was
24,100. Of that, a shocking 11,000 jobs were public sector
employees. That means that, of the 2,600 new jobs created
since the current Premier took office, 2,400 of those jobs are in
the public sector and only a few hundred are in the private
sector.

Does the interim Premier recognize that his legacy is big
government squeezing out the private sector?
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Hon. Mr. Silver: The Leader of the Official Opposition
has been proven unreliable and now he is saying that basically
every government job in the Yukon is a Yukon government job.
Those numbers are all governments right across Yukon, for the
record, just so he knows.

In the 2022-23 main estimates, we are reporting 5,421 full-
time equivalent jobs here in this Government of Yukon. They
are all very dedicated public service employees. In our
Supplementary No. 1, there are absolutely no additional FTEs;
however, due to increased fire activity in the territory, there will
be some additional overtime cost overruns.

We are fully committed, Mr. Speaker, to providing
transparency and up-to-date accounting of the budgeting of
FTEs in the mains and the supplementary budgets, and the
government shares these updates in the House with all members
during the briefings.

During COVID, our economy boomed. The member
opposite doesn’t speak about that. Also, a lot of the growth that
we have seen with FTEs were due to responses to COVID. We
have asked the member opposite many times in the Legislative
Assembly which jobs he would take away from the public
service. If he could give us a list of the people that he is going
to axe if his government gets into power, that would be very
helpful.

Mr. Dixon: Mr. Speaker, the data | am citing is from the
Premier’s own statistics branch, so I don’t know why he finds
that unreliable.

The simple fact is that the rate in which the interim Premier
has grown the public service is unsustainable and it’s having a
negative impact on the private sector. It is not just me saying
this, Mr. Speaker. Earlier this year, the Yukon Chamber of
Commerce wrote to the Premier to express their concern. They
called this trend “highly disturbing” and pointed out that it was
hurting the private sector’s ability to hire staff and driving up
costs for small businesses.

In last year’s Bureau of Statistics business survey,
96 percent of businesses said it was difficult to find staff and
one of the top reasons was competition with government.

Does the interim Premier recognize that his record of
ballooning the public service is not only unsustainable but it has
created real hardship for small businesses in this territory?

Hon. Mr. Pillai: | see two themes in questions from the
Leader of the Official Opposition. The first theme was about
really a lack of respect for what we have seen in growth in the
private sector, and the second piece was a labour market
challenge.

First of all, when it comes to the labour market challenge,
| hope we have a chance to talk about this and debate it through
the fall. We see this across the country right now. Again, part
of our challenge is that we are far above everyone else when
you look at where we are from the standpoint of our
unemployment rate. Our unemployment rate right now is
1.7 percent. We see the biggest participation from our
population of folks who are able to work, and we are essentially
leading the country in that category — if we’re not number one,
then we’re number two for participation in the labour market.

Our folks are working. There are lots of jobs for them, but we
see a labour market challenge across the country.

Again, when we talk about the private sector, our stats
from our expenditure and GDP growth in 2020 was attributed
to year-over-year growth from 2019 and 2020. Of that, 18 and
a half percent was made of exports of goods and services —
almost all mining. Again, we are seeing growth there. And
18.3 percent was the general government. The member
opposite said it was all really from that, but it is 18.3 percent
from there.

Again, our consumption and growth and our capital work

Speaker:  Ten seconds.

Hon. Mr. Pillai: — was 6.6 percent. Again, growth in
the housing sector, which is really a driver, was 6.2 percent. So,
as you can see across the board — construction, mining,
tourism — all leading.

Question re: Fuel-wood supply

Mr. Kent: Last week, the Minister of Energy, Mines and
Resources admitted that he is nervous about the supply of
firewood in the Yukon. This comes after years of the industry,
opposition parties, and members of the public who rely on
firewood to heat their homes raising serious concerns with the
government.

More than a year ago, the Yukon Wood Products
Association raised the alarm directly with the minister in an
emergency meeting. They told the minister that there was a
problem with a massive lack of supply.

Why has the minister failed to take any meaningful action
to address the significant shortage of commercially available
firewood in the Yukon?

Hon. Mr. Streicker: First of all, |1 thank the member
opposite for the question. This is important. We did meet with
the Wood Products Association last year. Of course, we have
been meeting with them in between; | just spoke with the new
executive director last week. At the beginning of this week, the
executive director went down with the director of the Forest
Management branch, met with Liard First Nation, met with our
major harvester down in Watson Lake, and was working on
identifying new areas for harvesting. Normally, that harvester
has been working north of BC, along the Stewart-Cassiar
Highway. They expressed an interest in opening up new areas
in the Yukon, and the Forest Management branch went down
and met and worked with them.

I’'m happy to talk about all the work that we’re doing in
forestry. It is an important issue. | thank the member opposite
for the question and | look forward to the responses.

Mr. Kent: The Liberal government has imposed rules
and red tape on commercial woodcutters that has restricted their
ability to harvest, and the minister has taken very little action
to address the massive supply shortage. The result has been that
Yukon finds itself relying to a great degree on firewood
imported from British Columbia.

This in turn has created a dramatic increase in price. We’re
also hearing that wait-lists for some suppliers are as long as
three months, and some of those are stretching well into the new
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year. The only solution the Liberal government has come up
with to deal with this situation is to subsidize this imported
firewood by $50 per cord. The irony is not lost on Yukoners
that the Liberals are now subsidizing a product after
contributing to a supply shortage.

It doesn’t take an economist to point out the problem here.
Does the minister really think that a $50-per-cord subsidy will
do anything but increase the prices further?

Hon. Mr. Streicker: | hope that the $50-a-cord relief
will bring down the price of a cord by $50. This is an
inflationary relief. The inflation is largely due to the price of
diesel. We’ve always had wood from BC, especially at the
north end of the Stewart-Cassiar Highway — or not always, but
this has often been the case, certainly for a long period of time.
That is good wood. We work with BC to support our harvester
from the Yukon who works there, to make sure they’re getting
permits there.

| think that it is important that we look for other ways to
support the industry. | think we are looking for ways to reduce
red tape. | look forward to sharing that information further. |
just got a good report today from the crew who went down just
this week to Watson Lake. | look forward to ways to support
our harvesters to get access to wood as quickly as possible,
because we know that there is a shortage and pressure on the
system. We will continue. | would like to thank the forest
resources branch for their work to try to support our harvesters.

Mr. Kent: It is clear to us, those operating in the
commercial firewood industry, and just about every Yukoner
who relies on those commercial firewood providers that the
minister is out of touch with what is actually happening on the
ground. Harvesters in the Quill Creek area can’t access that area
during the summer and they have fallen behind by hundreds of
loads with their deliveries. In the southeast Yukon, we have
heard that available harvest volumes are falling far short of
what has been promised in certain areas. The result of all of this
is that we will continue to rely heavily on firewood from British
Columbia.

I am going to ask again: When will the minister start
treating this issue with the urgency it deserves and start taking
action to solve the firewood supply crisis that the Liberal
government has created?

Hon. Mr. Streicker: | can let the member opposite
know that, throughout the summer, | have indicated to the
Department of Energy, Mines and Resources that this is the top
priority. | have asked them to work hard and | will say that they
have been working hard on it. Respectfully, the member wrote
to me maybe a week or so ago and asked me about it. He talked
about individuals and I said, “Hey, please get in touch with me
for those individuals, because | want the forest resources branch
to reach them directly.” I say again: What are we doing? We
are working in Quill Creek to open up a firebreak area, which
would allow for access over extended periods of time, because
we are going to honour the YESAB agreement or the work that
was done out of YESAA. That is not red tape. That is proper,
regulatory authority. We will work with the harvesters in the
southeast Yukon, whether that be the Liard First Nation — our
largest harvester in the area — to make sure that we provide

access for them as directly as possible. We will use all the tools
at our disposal to increase the amount of firewood supply for
Yukoners because we know that it is incredibly important.

Question re: Cost of living

Ms. White: Each and every day, Yukoners are
struggling to make ends meet. For folks on a pension or with a
low income, it has become impossible to keep up with rising
costs, no matter how hard they try. Recent announcements have
made it clear that this government doesn’t understand what
poverty feels like. In the words of one senior living downtown:
“I want ministers to come and look at what is in the fridges and
pantries of seniors. They would be shocked. They clearly don’t
realize how bad things are.”

A few weeks ago, the Yukon NDP asked the government
to create a $500 direct inflation relief payment that could
benefit about 10,000 Yukoners over the age of 18. It’s within
the government surplus and it would make a huge difference in
people’s lives. Will the government listen to Yukoners who are
in need and give them the relief that they need through this cost-
of-living crisis?

Hon. Mr. Silver: We don’t have enough time in
Question Period to go over all of the things that we’ve been
doing as a government over the last six years to make life more
affordable for Yukoners. We would have loved to have had our
ministerial statement today, but the opposition blocked you
from hearing that today — on inflation.

I will say that the government is conscientious of the
effects of the rising inflation that families are going through,
and we have taken action. We’ve taken action specifically to
the inflation increases; we’ve taken actions when COVID
reared its ugly head; and since the very beginning, when we
were in a recession with the Yukon Party, in our first years, we
made sure that we were putting money into the right places for
families and making sure that life is more affordable.

This includes $5 million worth of inflation-relief measures
just announced last month. There is not enough time in
Question Period to go over all of the items, but as the debate
goes on, this legislative session will be getting into what we are
doing as the Yukon Liberal government to support Yukoners in
these very, very trying times.

Ms. White: T’ll take that as a no, and the problem is
Yukoners are saying that the government isn’t doing enough.
So, it’s not just seniors and elders who are struggling to keep
up with inflation; families across the territory are being forced
to make impossible choices. Do they pay for food, or do they
pay for their rent? Do they spend money on bus passes or gas,
or do they pay for the Internet and phones? Do they buy school
supplies, or is it healthy food for their children? These choices
wouldn’t be as hard if a child benefit reflected today’s cost of
living, but in the Yukon, the child benefit is not indexed to
inflation. Worse, it hasn’t seen an increase in over seven years
— more than the entire term of this government.

Mr. Speaker, families need a break. Will the minister
immediately increase the Yukon child tax benefit and index it
to inflation?
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Hon. Mr. Silver: Speaking about our most important
resource, the youth of Yukon, we introduced the first universal
affordable childcare program in the Yukon. This program
serves Yukon families and gives them over $700 per child per
month. This is absolutely a game changer when it comes to our
youth and when it comes to our families. We are recognized as
a national leader, actually, in early learning childcare. The
Atkinson Centre for Society and Child Development at the
University of Toronto heralds us in that regard.

I will also say that, with what we are working on in this
budget, Yukoners who heat their homes with wood will receive
that $50 per cord for fuel wood, which is extremely important
to those who heat their homes with wood stoves. There is a six-
month extension of $500 per month for caregivers of children
who are in and out of care homes. We are also extending the
inflation relief rebate another three months, which gives
Yukoners another $50 credit on their power bill each month.
These new affordability measures will complement those that
are already in budget 2022-23 which invests in housing supply,
in universal childcare, paid sick leave, and a territory-wide
dental plan with no taxes or fee increases.

Thank you.

Ms. White: Sadly, it sounds like another no from this
government. There is no increase to the Yukon child tax
benefit, and they’re definitely not tying it to inflation.

So, with winter approaching and more money spent on heat
and electricity, life is only going to get more unaffordable.
People are falling further and further behind. People are going
hungry, and people are facing winter without a place to stay.
The base amount of social assistance has not been reviewed in
this territory since 2007. Successive Yukon Party and Liberal
governments have repeatedly ignored and refused calls from
the Yukon NDP to review these rates so low-income Yukoners
could survive. Vulnerable Yukoners shouldn’t be left to fall
deeper and deeper into poverty. They need relief and they need
it now.

Will the government immediately start a review of social
assistance rates?

Hon. Mr. Silver: Everything we do is to try to make
things more affordable for Yukoners. | will add, as well, that
we have just fully funded and regulated the midwifery in the
Yukon health care system — a new free service for all
Yukoners, which will make having children more affordable
for Yukon families.

Some Hon. Member: (Inaudible)

Hon. Mr. Silver: From what | am hearing from the
Leader of the Third Party, she is not in favour of midwifery.

When we come to all of the actions we have taken over the
last few years, this is the best jurisdiction in Canada to live in;
| really believe that. We cut the small business tax to zero
percent. We have raised the minimum wage by over a dollar.
We have also introduced that five-year capital plan that the
Yukon Party keeps making fun of, but we have been told by
local businesses that this plan has saved them millions of
dollars.

Whether it is working with our business sector or working
on social issues, every single minister here will spend the time

in the Legislative Assembly this fall session talking about all
the hard work that they are doing to make lives more affordable
for Yukoners. We will debate the necessity for these programs,
including midwifery, which I think is extremely important. We
know that inflation, being a global issue, is something that
every government in the world is tackling right now. In the
Yukon, we are doing all we can to make sure that taxpayers’
money goes into the right places so that life is more affordable
here in the best place to live on the planet.

Question re: Fuel and carbon taxes

Mr. Cathers: Over the past month, Yukoners have seen
record high fuel prices. The price of gas and diesel affects
drivers and contributes to cost increases for basic necessities,
including food and home heating fuel. As winter approaches,
many people are concerned about the cost of living and their
ability to put food on the table or heat their homes. One of the
easiest ways this government can reduce the cost of living for
almost every Yukoner is to cut the fuel tax. Jurisdictions like
Alberta and Ontario have done this, and the result has been a
decrease in the price of fuel and lower cost increases for food
and essential goods.

Will the Liberal government here in the Yukon reconsider
its opposition to cutting the Yukon fuel tax and giving
Yukoners millions of dollars of tax relief?

Hon. Mr. Silver:  When it comes to the fuel tax in
Canada, other than Alberta, which has done a complete cut of
their taxes, as they are in election mode, we still have —
including the deductions the member opposite is talking about
in Ontario — the lowest fuel tax in Canada, outside of Alberta
now cutting that to zero. So, even with other jurisdictions —
not many, but a few — cutting fuel taxes across Canada, we
still have an extremely low fuel tax here in Yukon.

We decided that the best thing for us to do was to have
inflation relief, as we mentioned already, of $5 million just
within the last month, with money going directly to Yukoners,
but also, again, in our budget, we can spend the whole
legislative time this fall — we will need that time — to go
through all of the issues and all of the line items that are making
life more affordable for Yukoners.

We have heard the Yukon Party ask this question countless
times in the spring. | am sure they are going to ask us countless
times here as well. We believe that there are other ways that we
can make sure that we distribute the money to people who need
it the most when it comes to inflationary relief, and we will
continue to do that. We will continue to listen to the opposition
for ideas as well, and we respectfully will disagree that this is
the most beneficial way to hit most Yukoners, when it comes
to inflation.

Mr. Cathers: Mr. Speaker, this government could
provide Yukoners with millions in tax relief by cutting the fuel
tax, but it is choosing not to.

Another important driver of the increases people have seen
in the price of gas, diesel, and home heating fuel has been the
Liberal carbon tax. The carbon tax increased this year and is set
to increase again this winter. The Yukon Liberals welcomed the
federal carbon tax but failed to ask for an exemption for home
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heating fuel. People in the Northwest Territories do not pay a
carbon tax on home heating fuel. It is an essential item for many
people, such as people who are unable to buy firewood. We
would like to see the carbon tax removed completely, but if this
government is still unwilling to ask for that, will they at least
agree to try to get a carbon tax exemption for home heating
fuel? Will this territorial Liberal government ask their federal
counterparts to remove the carbon tax from home heating fuel
in the Yukon?

Hon. Mr. Silver: I’m confused, because the individual
who was trying to be the leader of the party says that we don’t
want a carbon tax at all, but yet the leader of the party, during
the campaign, said that they were going to implement a carbon
tax. So, | don’t know which one it is; I don’t know which leader
we’re supposed to be listening to from across the way — mixed
messages for sure.

Mr. Speaker, we’ve cut the taxes across the board — no
new taxes in this year. We’ve cut the tax for businesses; we
extended the interim electrical rebates back in 2017, which
reduced the amount that residents will pay on their kilowatt
hours — we’re making life affordable that way. We have a
made-in-Yukon carbon rebate system where all of the money
actually goes back to not only individuals, but also to
businesses, First Nation governments, and also municipalities.
That program benefits Yukoners: this year, individuals
receiving more on average than they pay in carbon pricing.

Mining companies internationally and nationally say that
this is the most effective way to deal with climate change and
to deal with carbon. Are we hearing from the Yukon Party that
climate change is not important? And if they’re now saying that
they wouldn’t have a carbon tax, even though the leader said
that they were campaigning on a carbon tax, what is their plan?
We’re hearing mixed messages from the two leaders of the
Yukon Party on this one.

Mr. Cathers: The only mixed messages are coming
from this Liberal government and the Premier, who we know is
confused. The simple fact is that the NWT negotiated a better
deal than the Yukon Liberals on the carbon tax. They were able
to get that tax removed from home heating fuel for their
citizens, because they know it’s not fair to northerners — and
that was even before the inflation crisis hit. That was clearly the
right decision.

Here in the Yukon, people are facing a Liberal-made
firewood shortage, taxes imposed by the Liberals have made
food and essential goods more expensive and are skyrocketing
food and home heating fuel prices. In response, this
government is not willing to lift a finger to take any meaningful
action.

Why is the Liberal government unwilling to take any real
action to help Yukoners heat their homes this winter, and will
they agree to cut the fuel tax and lobby the federal government
for exemptions to the carbon tax?

Hon. Mr. Streicker: Just a minute ago, the Member for
Copperbelt South stood and said you shouldn’t rebate on wood,
because it’s a supply issue, and then I just heard the Member
for Lake Laberge say we have to deal with a heating rebate, but
we have just announced a heating rebate for fuelwood, and by

the way, the biggest rebate that we’re giving on heating homes
is with electricity, because that is what most Yukoners now heat
their homes with. We have been switching over to electricity,
and that is all part of this transition away from fossil fuels. I am
glad for that, because the less dependence we have on fossil
fuels, the better off we are. That’s an amazing step for a
territory here in the north.

| appreciate what Yukoners are doing in making that
transition, and we are looking to support Yukoners with these
inflationary rebates, and we will continue to do that work to
support Yukoners.

Question re:  Whistle Bend development

Ms. Clarke: Salamat. In phases 4 and 5 of Whistle
Bend, the Government of Yukon sold lots that fronted onto
what are called “green streets”. According to the plans and the
sales agreements that land buyers signed, these green streets
were intended to be small, landscaped walking paths not
intended for vehicle use. Over the summer, | have heard from
many constituents who are concerned that, since they have
purchased these lots and spent hundreds of thousands of dollars
building homes on these streets, the government has now
changed its plans; instead of small walking paths, the
Government of Yukon is now pushing for a 20-foot-wide
asphalt road. This is not what these residents paid for when they
bought these lots.

Why isn’t the government honouring its contractual
obligations to Whistle Bend residents who purchased lots —

Speaker:  Order please.

Hon. Mr. Streicker: The arrangement here in the
Yukon is that our municipalities plan their communities. They
take the decisions on how they would like to see that
development proceed. They then ask the Land Development
branch from Community Services to develop those lots. They
then ask Energy, Mines and Resources to sell those lots.

This was at the request — the change of design was from
the City of Whitehorse, and | believe they have reached out to
many of that member’s constituents from Whistle Bend to talk
about why they made the decision to change things. | appreciate
the question today. | am happy to loop the member opposite
into the responses we will be giving to the residents, but we are
taking our direction from the City of Whitehorse, which plans
and designs these neighbourhoods.

Ms. Clarke: Here are the facts: The Government of
Yukon sold lots saying that they would front onto a landscaped,
green walking path. The builders, the realtors, and the eventual
buyers all operated under the assumption that this was the case.
Dozens of Whistle Bend residents spent hundreds of thousands
of dollars expecting this to be the case. Then the government,
without warning, changed those plans after people moved in.

Who did the government consult before making these
changes?

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: It is an honour to stand here this
afternoon and address the issue the member opposite has
brought forward on behalf of her constituents. | do appreciate
that this is an issue that the Department of Energy, Mines and
Resources, the Department of Community Services, and the
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City of Whitehorse are working to resolve with the residents at
the moment.

To be honest, we consulted with the City of Whitehorse
and set out the standards through which Community Services
built those lots to those standards dictated by the City of
Whitehorse. That is the process that this goes through. The city
planned the neighbourhood and we built to the specifications
laid out to us by the City of Whitehorse. We are now working
with the City of Whitehorse, Energy, Mines and Resources,
Community Services, and the residents to resolve this dispute
between the City of Whitehorse and the people who bought the
lots in that neighbourhood.

Ms. Clarke: Mr. Speaker, this is a big problem for many
of my constituents. The Government of Yukon told people that
they were buying one thing; then they changed it at the last
minute. It wasn’t until my constituents started raising concerns
that the government went into damage control. Later today,
there will be a meeting with some residents to finally tell them
what is happening to their homes. The only problem is that
these residents were only given a few days’ notice of this
meeting.

Will the minister agree to hold another consultation with
adequate notice so that all of the affected residents can properly
participate and have their voices heard?

Hon. Mr. Streicker: We are always happy to meet with
residents to talk to them about their concerns. We are happy to
seek to address them. Look, this is a little strange, because we
did get letters from some of the constituents, but we didn’t get
a letter from the member opposite. So please, if you have
concerns, | urge the member to write to us to let us know, but
we are working on it.

There was a hope for this to be designed a certain way. The
city has indicated that it needed to be different. I believe it’s for
safety reasons. We’re happy to sit down and have the
conversation. It’s a little strange to be hearing that we’re not
working fast enough and to be asked if we can please give more
time for meetings. The answer is sure; of course, we can.

For all those Yukoners who are concerned about this issue,
I can say to you that we are working with the city, Community
Services, and the Department of Energy, Mines and Resources
to work with you to try to resolve it.

Speaker: The time for Question Period has now elapsed.
We will now proceed to Orders of the Day.

ORDERS OF THE DAY

Hon. Mr. Silver: Pursuant to Standing Order 55(2), |
request the unanimous consent of the House to move second
reading of Bill No. 206, entitled Second Appropriation Act
2022-23, at this time.

Unanimous consent re moving second reading of
Bill No. 206

Speaker: The Hon. Premier has, pursuant to Standing
Order 55(2), requested the unanimous consent of the House to
move second reading of Bill No. 206, entitled Second
Appropriation Act 2022-23, at this time.

Is there unanimous consent?
All Hon. Members: Agreed.
Speaker: Unanimous consent has been granted.

GOVERNMENT BILLS

Bill No. 206: Second Appropriation Act 2022-23 —
Second Reading

Clerk: Second reading, Bill No. 206, standing in the
name of the Hon. Premier.

Hon. Mr. Silver: | move that Bill No. 206, entitled
Second Appropriation Act 2022-23, be now read a second time.

Speaker: It has been moved by the Hon. Premier that
Bill No. 206, entitled Second Appropriation Act 2022-23, be
now read a second time.

Hon. Mr. Silver: 1 am very pleased to rise this afternoon
to speak to Bill No. 206, otherwise known as the first
supplementary estimates for the 2022-23 fiscal year.

Before | begin, however, | would like to again express my
sympathies to all members of the royal family on the passing of
Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth I1. As elected officials, serving
the public is at the root of everything we do inside and outside
of this House. While we do this to the best of our abilities
during the terms that we are given, Queen Elizabeth Il served
the public with poise and grace for seven decades. Her
leadership, dedication, and commitment to public service will
leave a lasting legacy. | believe | speak for all members of this
House when | express the deep respect she commanded from
all territorial governments — both current and previous. Her
Majesty will continue to be honoured and remembered for
decades to come. It has been an honour to serve in her name,
and we will continue to serve in the name of King Charles I,
going forward.

As we all know, supplementary estimates are about
responding to unanticipated areas of needs and pressures. They
are used to make sure government has appropriate funds to
cover evolving emergencies and emerging challenges.
Supplementary estimates ultimately support Yukoners. In the
last several years, this has meant using supplementary estimates
to ensure that programs were in place to support Yukoners
throughout the pandemic, for example. We did this through a
range of business supports, wage top-ups, and paid sick leave
programs that became the gold standard in Canada.

We also know that both fires and floods have been
especially challenging in the last few years, as the realities of
climate change continue to impact our territory.

Supplementary estimates have also helped to ensure that
funding was available to deal with record-level flooding and
increasingly challenging forest fires. Last year, Yukon saw
some of the worst flooding on record. Last fall’s supplementary
estimates supported the largest flood relief effort in the history
of Yukon, allowing us to bring in response teams, flood
specialists, supplies, and equipment from out-of-territory to
assist property owners with mitigation efforts.

This year, we have continued to see the impacts of climate
change and once again have had to work together with our
partners to protect the health, safety, and properties of
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Yukoners. The 2022-23 Supplementary Estimates No. 1 is
being used primarily to help cover the costs associated with the
unprecedented fire season that we experienced this summer.
We also experienced serious flooding events in some
communities this summer as well.

We work closely with our partners to respond to these
events, and the costs of the successful efforts will also be
reflected in this bill.

One thing members will notice in these supplementary
estimates, however, is that they are particularly lean. The
reason for this is that our government, led by the Department of
Finance, continues to improve its budgetary and forecasting
abilities year after year, so much so that our government has
been recognized by the not-for-profit research institute, C.D.
Howe Institute, for its budgeting abilities. In fact, in its 2022
report, The Right to Know: Grading the Fiscal Transparency of
Canada’s Senior Governments, 2022, the Yukon received an
A-minus grade in recognition of how easy it is to find our
budgets and forecasts, the fact that they can be understood
easily by non-experts, and for the reliability of our
government’s budgets, estimates, and financial statements.
This is the highest ranking that the Yukon has ever received.
Out of all the provinces and territories this year, only one —
only Alberta — has a higher grade in this most recent report.
This is a testament to our government’s commitment to
openness and transparency when it comes to our government
finances.

I am also pleased to say that S&P Global Ratings
recognized the Yukon’s strong financial position with a
double-A stable credit rating for this year. In its report, S&P
highlighted the Yukon’s strong fiscal management in
producing solid, stable financial results for the territory. The
S&P’s independent assessment also shows that the Yukon’s
strong relationship with the federal government will allow the
Yukon government to continue its robust capital plan to invest
in the territory’s transportation infrastructure, land
development, social development, education, and health. S&P
expects the territory’s debt burden to remain very low,
especially in comparison with other jurisdictions. Our
government remains committed to sound fiscal management
for the benefit of all Yukoners, and this rating assessment is
another reflection of the territory’s strong fiscal position.

It is important to emphasize that these supplementary
estimates reflect only what’s needed. Overwhelmingly, they
represent higher costs being experienced for delivering existing
programs, rather than new initiatives or projects.

With that, Mr. Speaker, | would like to outline the
budgetary changes that we are proposing between the main
estimates and the supplementary estimates. In total, the
2022-23 first supplementary estimates contain $26.2 million in
additional gross spending. This is made up entirely of O&M
expenditures, as there is no new net capital spending. The result
is a revised surplus of $33 million, which is a change of
$6.5 million from the $39.5 million forecast in the 2022-23
main estimates.

The first supplementary estimates also show a revised net
debt of $240 million, or an increase of $6.5 million from the

mains, which coincides with the increased O&M spending and
revenues. While these supplementary estimates show little
change in the government’s recoveries picture, it does show a
notable increase in revenues of just over $18 million. I'm
pleased to say that this appropriation also contains no
drawdowns or changes to the COVID-19 contingency fund.

The 2022-23 main estimates, as you recall, Mr. Speaker,
included a $10-million COVID-19 contingency, which was
reserved in the government’s financial framework to fund
further potential supports, without affecting the surplus or the
deficit position. As | said, the first supplementary estimates on
the floor of the Legislative Assembly today propose no
reduction to this fund.

What that means is twofold: First, this shows that our
government has appropriately budgeted for COVID-19
spending in its main estimates; second, it shows that the Yukon
continues to navigate and emerge from the most acute phase of
the pandemic, as we proceed to decrease the amount of
spending needed to keep Yukoners safe, secure, and healthy
when it comes to the terms of COVID-109.

As a result, we’re able to keep $10 million of the COVID
contingency line for future use to respond to any new pandemic
needs or potential future waves throughout the year, which we
certainly hope to avoid.

As | mentioned, the entirety of the new spending contained
in the 2022-23 first supplementary estimates is in operation and
maintenance spending, a total of $26.2 million. The bulk of the
spending is the Department of Community Services. As part of
this bill, the department is seeking $20.2 million to address
ongoing emergency needs that we’ve seen in response to
climate change. $16 million of this new spending is required
for wildland fire costs associated with a more active fire season
seen in the territory. $3.8 million is required for flood-related
expenses, particularly in response to efforts needed in Teslin,
in Carmacks, Ross River, and also Upper Liard. This includes
costs associated with cleanup efforts happening this fall.

I would like to thank everyone who has assisted, and who
continues to assist, in this extremely important work for
Yukoners; from participating to mitigation to cleanup, this
work is critical to ensuring that our communities and their
residents continue to be protected from ongoing risks and
challenges of climate change, including increased flooding and
more challenging fire activity.

While we are not able to predict how climate change and
other factors will affect the Yukon in any given season, we are
now seeing extreme weather events that challenge what we
have come to expect and know when it comes to floods and
fires, specifically in the Yukon. These types of events will
become increasingly common as we continue to see the effects
of climate change first-hand here in the Yukon.

Our government declared a climate emergency in 2019,
and in 2020, we released Our Clean Future — a 10-year,
territory-wide strategy for climate change, energy, and a green
economy. The priorities and goals outlined in Our Clean Future
were developed in collaboration with Yukon First Nations,
transboundary indigenous groups, and Yukon municipalities.
The strategy reflects input from Yukoners, non-governmental



2118

HANSARD

October 6, 2022

and community organizations, industry and private businesses,
First Nations, and municipal governments. It is truly the
Yukon’s strategy for tackling climate change, and it is helping
to move our territory forward as we navigate the complexities
and the real-world impacts of climate change. At all levels of
government, we must plan for extreme weather events by
creating communities resilient to wildfire and climate change
and by investing in infrastructure that protects us from climate
disasters.

This means increasingly managing forest fuels and
creating wildfire-resilient communities through FireSmart
areas and fuel breaks. This is why we are also including
$400,000 to enhance First Nation FireSmart projects with
projects that have already been identified. In flood-prone
communities, it will be important to consider infrastructure
improvements, permanent dikes and breakwaters, and raising
roads and highways to an adequate height to protect them
against rising waters.

As we think about the future, we must take into account the
changes of our climate landscape and environment, as we plan
for our communities and our infrastructure. While our
environmental landscape continues to change, so too does our
economic landscape. Inflation has risen sharply in the last year
throughout Canada and around the world, largely due to supply-
chain disruptions associated with the pandemic and also
Russia’s unjust and illegal war in Ukraine, which has pushed
up the prices of food and energy. As a result, the national
inflation rate is near levels that have not been seen in 40 years.

While prices have risen across the country, the Yukon has
not been immune to the forces driving up prices globally.
Inflation in the Yukon is the result of a number of national and
international forces, but our government remains focused on
making life more affordable for Yukoners, and we’ve been
doing that for the past six years.

This includes the $150 inflation relief rebate that we
announced in March and which is reflected in the first
supplementary estimates under the Yukon Development
Corporation’s budget. This rebate was delivered as a monthly
credit of $50, applied to the electricity bills of all non-
government residents and commercial customers for three
consecutive months over the summer. This was on top of the
existing interim electrical rebate, which saves Yukoners more
than $270 per year.

This is only one of the investments the government has
made to improve affordability in the territory. As part of budget
2022-23, the government made several investments to help
reduce the impacts of rising prices that are having an effect on
family budgets.

This year, we built on historic investments in Yukon
families by contributing more than $40 million to early learning
and childcare. This program offsets the cost of childcare by up
to $700 per month per child. It also ensures that fully qualified
early childhood educators in the Yukon receive over $30 per
hour, the highest minimum wage for early childhood educators
in the country. This is groundbreaking programming, and it has
made the territory — and I quote: “Canada’s new leader in early
learning and care”, according to the Atkinson Centre for

Society and Child Development at the University of Toronto.
By investing in early learning and childcare, we are making life
more affordable for Yukon families and ensuring that our
children have the supports that they need to be successful. The
universal affordable childcare program has significantly
reduced the cost of living in the territory and helped close the
gap between the living wage and the minimum wage.

We also continue to invest aggressively in housing and lot
development. Over the past five years, housing construction has
kept pace with population growth, with the number of private
dwellings in the Yukon increasing by 12.9 percent. In fact,
residential investment has reached record highs in the Yukon,
with $254 million in residential construction in 2021, shattering
the 2020 record of nearly $188 million.

This year’s budget includes more than $60 million for
housing initiatives across the Yukon. We are also investing
$255 million in capital over the next five years to support
access to stable, affordable housing that will allow for future
development.

There are historic investments throughout the housing
spectrum, from land development and affordable housing
construction to barrier-free housing and supports — supportive,
accessible housing for seniors and people with disabilities. Our
government continues to make affordable and supportive
housing available for Yukon families through our partnerships
with the private sector. We are also working together with
municipalities to make more residential lots available
throughout the territory.

While | am on the subject of housing, | should add that we
are happy to see the $15-million contribution from the federal
government for housing initiatives. This is also reflected in
these estimates. This is a recognition both of our unique
northern housing challenges and also the significant efforts that
we are already making. | will speak more about this later on.

Our government also remains committed to making dental
treatment available to all Yukoners. We know that dental care
can be expensive and we are working to reduce the barriers to
access it. In the 2022-23 budget, more than $1.8 million will
allow us to begin providing dental coverage to uninsured
Yukoners. This groundbreaking work aims to save Yukoners
hundreds of dollars a year by providing access to routine dental
care in the territory.

Finally, Yukoners are also benefitting from the extension
of the federal GST tax credit and the housing benefit top-up. As
a result of the recent federal announcement, Yukoners can
expect more than $4 million in relief, as they benefit from these
program extensions.

Mr. Speaker, we are well aware of the impacts that rising
costs are having on Yukoners and on all Canadians. This is why
our government is continuing to take action to make lives more
affordable for Yukoners. Our government recently announced
a number of new initiatives aimed at providing additional
inflation relief for Yukoners. The largest of these is an
expansion of the inflation relief rebate. This program will
provide an additional $150 rebate on ATCO Electric Yukon
and Yukon Energy electric bills for Yukoners. All non-
government residential and commercial electricity customers
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will see a $50 credit on their bills starting in October, and this
will run through December of 2022. Again, this is an extension
of those months from the summer as well.

This will ensure that Yukoners are able to save additional
money on their electricity bills throughout the colder months of
the year. For Yukoners who heat their homes with wood, our
government is also here to help. We will provide a rebate of
$50 per cord of wood to Yukoners who purchase fuel wood
from Yukon commercial fuel-wood suppliers.

Our government also recognizes budget pressures that are
facing our seniors and our most vulnerable population. This is
why we are announcing a one-time $150 payment to social
assistance recipients, as well as a one-time payment of $150 to
Yukon seniors income supplement recipients. We are also
including a one-time 10-percent increase to pioneer utility grant
recipients and a six-month extension of the $500 per month to
caregivers of children in and out of home care.

The Yukon government is also providing $100,000 to Food
Network Yukon to continue to support food security across the
territory. These efforts will provide new relief for Yukoners,
especially those most vulnerable to inflation, as we continue to
look at every possible avenue for making life in the territory
more affordable.

With respect to other changes in O&M, we will see a $1.6-
million increase in the Executive Council Office, primarily
related to initiatives that help support reconciliation and
continue to strengthen relationships with Yukon First Nations.
We are working with First Nations to address the harms caused
by a long history of inequality and discrimination and to
achieve meaningful change and tangible benefits for all
Yukoners through a range of environmental, economic, and
social projects. This funding for the Executive Council Office
is primarily to support consultation and engagement, bilateral
negotiations, and implementation of final self-government
agreements.

Lastly, there is an increase of $1.4 million in the
Department of Economic Development’s budget to carry
forward the labour market development agreement and the
workforce development agreement, as well as increasing the
performing musicians fund. The labour market development
agreement continues to benefit Yukon workers through skills
development, apprenticeship training and on-the-job
experience, workplace accommodations, employment services
for job seekers, and a whole lot more.

Every Yukoner deserves a fair and equal chance at success
in the workplace. Through investments like the labour market
development agreement, we continue to help Yukoners find
opportunities that match their skills with the available
opportunities, of which there are currently many in the Yukon.

The latter supports the growth and development of Yukon
musicians by increasing the number of established musicians
who earn most of their income from music. The result of these
changes is a $1.5-million increase to O&M recoveries.

I know my colleagues will have more to say about these
important initiatives in the days and weeks to come.

I’m going to move to capital, and I’'m pleased to say that,
on a net basis, there are no changes in capital spending. On a

more granular level, there is a $5-million roll forward of costs
and recoveries related to the Mayo-to-McQuesten transmission
line, as the project was delayed in 2021-22 and required
additional expenditures in 2022-23. This is offset by a
$5-million reduction in Arctic energy fund expenditures, as
funding is deferred to future years.

These are only changes in capital, and there are no
associated changes in capital recoveries as a result. On the
revenue side, the Government of Yukon will see a substantial
increase as part of the first supplementary estimates. In total,
the government will see an additional $18.2 million, related to
three different areas.

The first and most substantial item is the $15-million
payment being received as part of the federal affordable
housing in the north program, which | mentioned earlier. As we
are all aware, Canada’s northern communities face unique
housing needs due to higher construction costs, shorter
construction seasons, infrastructure gaps, and the effects of
climate change, which are increasing as the north has been
warming at roughly three times the global warming rate.

In recognition of these challenges, the federal government
is continuing to work with the territorial government in
addressing  housing availability —and quality that
disproportionately affects northerners, basically. In federal
budget 2022, the Government of Canada committed to
providing $30 million to the Government of Yukon to assist
with these challenges. Half of that amount is being reflected in
this year’s budget, and we’ll be receiving another $15 million
next year.

The second item is a $2-million increase in the Canada
health transfer to the territory. This money is being received to
address a backlog of surgeries as a result of the COVID-19
pandemic. Finally, $1 million is being received from land sale
agreements.

Mr. Speaker, today, we are also releasing the interim fiscal
and economic update. The 2022-23 interim fiscal and economic
update presents updated expectations for Yukon’s finances and
the economy since the March 2022 fiscal and economic
outlook. The outlook for the Yukon’s economy continues to
evolve in line with the report that we presented in March, which
details the red-hot, strong economy that we are currently seeing
in the territory. Estimates of real gross domestic product —
GDP — show that the territory’s economy has continued to
perform well in the face of recent challenges presented by the
COVID-19 pandemic. Preliminary estimates show that the
Yukon’s real GDP grew 9.1 percent in 2021, building on an
estimated expansion of 5.2 percent in 2020 and marking the
second year in a row that the Yukon has led the country in
growth.

Strong mineral production was a primary driver of growth
in both years, but unlike 2020, growth in 2021 was broad-
based, with gains reported in 17 of 20 major industry
classifications — 17 of 20 private sector industry
classifications. The recovery has continued into 2022 with
strong rebounds and performances in key Yukon industries,
like tourism and mining. The current forecast is for growth of
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4.8 percent in 2022, to be followed by similar levels of growth
in 2023 and 2024 at 4.9 percent and 5.4 percent respectively.

Growth in real GDP is noted in every year of the forecast.
The latest report also shows that Yukon’s strong economy is
increasing growth and competition in the labour market. The
Yukon’s unemployment rate averaged 3.9 percent over the first
eight months of 2022, well below the average of 6.2 percent
reported for the same period in 2021. As a result, the Yukon
again has the lowest unemployment rate in the country, with the
August figures coming in at a record low of 1.7 percent — the
lowest unemployment figure in memory. This tight labour
market also means that Yukon businesses must compete for
workers, which has led to high average wages across the
territory at $26.85 per hour, the third highest in the country and
well above the national average of $24.20.

While we continue to face new hurdles related to the
current national and global environment, Yukon is very well-
positioned to weather these challenges. Our government’s
dedicated leadership has helped foster the strongest economy
in Canada. The Yukon is currently leading the country in both
population and economic growth. This brings with it
opportunities but also challenges. In particular, we need to
continue to work with our partners to increase housing options,
to improve our health care system, and to expand access to
mental health supports throughout the territory. Nevertheless,
the territory is a much stronger place than when we formed
government in 2016, and it continues to move in the right
direction: forward.

We will continue to do what is necessary and needed to
ensure that the Yukon remains a safe, healthy, and affordable
place to call home. | am pleased to present sustainable and
measured first supplementary estimates, which members see
before them today. | look forward to sharing my future details
that members of this House may have about the supplementary
estimates during Committee of the Whole.

| want to thank you, Mr. Speaker, for your attention and
time today.

Motion to adjourn debate

Mr. Dixon: | move that debate be now adjourned.

Speaker: It has been moved by the Leader of the Official
Opposition that debate be now adjourned.

Motion to adjourn debate on second reading of Bill
No. 206 agreed to

Mr. Dixon: | move that the House do now adjourn.

Speaker: It has been moved by the Leader of the Official
Opposition that the House do now adjourn.

Motion agreed to

Speaker: This House now stands adjourned until
1:00 p.m. on Tuesday.

The House adjourned at 2:38 p.m.

The following sessional papers were tabled October 6,
2022:

35-1-55

Report from the Clerk of the Yukon Legislative Assembly
on the Absence of Members from Sittings of the Legislative
Assembly and its Committees (October 6, 2022) (Speaker
Harper)

35-1-56

Report of the Auditor General of Canada to the Legislative
Assembly of Yukon — Yukon Housing — Yukon Housing
Corporation — Department of Health and Social Services
(May 25, 2022) (Speaker Harper)

35-1-57
Third Report of the Standing Committee on Public
Accounts (September 2022) (Dixon)

35-1-58

Fifth Report of the Standing Committee on Appointments
to Major Government Boards and Committees (August 22,
2022) (Clarke, N.)
tabled

The following returns

October 6, 2022:

35-1-60

Response to matter outstanding from discussion with
Ms. Tredger related to general debate on Vote 55, Highways
and Public Works, in Bill No. 204, First Appropriation Act
2022-23 — climate risk assessments (Clarke, N.)

legislative were

35-1-61

Response to matter outstanding from discussion with
Mr. Kent related to general debate on Vote 55, Highways and
Public Works, in Bill No. 204, First Appropriation Act 2022-23
— transportation tenders (Clarke, N.)

35-1-62

Response to matter outstanding from discussion with
Ms. Tredger related to general debate on Vote 55, Highways
and Public Works, in Bill No. 204, First Appropriation Act
2022-23 — Medevac airstrips (Clarke, N.)

The following documents were filed October 6, 2022:

35-1-68
Inflation — Ministerial Statement — Premier Silver —
October 6, 2022 (Silver)

35-1-69

Firearms legislation — Bill C-21, letter re (dated June 8,
2022) from Brad Cathers, Member for Lake Laberge, to
Hon. Tracy-Anne McPhee, Minister of Justice (Cathers)
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Speaker: 1 will now call the House to order.
We will proceed at this time with prayers.

Prayers

Speaker’s statement

Speaker: Before proceeding with the Order Paper, the
Speaker would like to remind members to address each other
by their official titles in the Assembly. This should not include
adjectives or modifiers that are not members’ official titles.
During Question Period on Thursday, the Leader of the Official
Opposition used the term “the presumed future Premier” when
referring to the Minister of Economic Development and the
term “interim Premier” when referring to the Premier. In
addition, the Premier used the term “the individual who was
trying to be the leader of the party” when referring to the
Member for Lake Laberge. This is not the way to refer to other
members, and | would ask all members to refer to other
members by their titles.

Withdrawal of motions

Speaker: The Chair wishes to inform the House of
changes made to the Order Paper. Motion No. 435, notice of
which was given on October 6, 2022 by the Member for Lake
Laberge, and Motion No. 441, notice of which was given on
October 6, 2022 by the Leader of the Third Party, were not
placed on the Notice Paper as they are not in order.

As highlighted by previous Speakers — notably, on
October 28, 2020 by Speaker Clarke — Standing Order 29(1)
of the Standing Orders of the Yukon Legislative Assembly
states: “A motion is used to propose that the Assembly (a) do
something; (b) order something to be done; or (c) express an
opinion on a matter.”

Urging the government to recognize certain facts is neither
doing something, ordering something to be done, nor having
the Assembly express an opinion on a matter.

DAILY ROUTINE

Speaker: We will proceed at this time with the Order
Paper.

INTRODUCTION OF VISITORS

Speaker: Under introduction of visitors, the Chair
would like to introduce Jason Pedlar, Tara Martin,
Jasmine Jobson, Rick Smith, Aidan Bell, Doris Marshall-
Greenlaw, Janet Kalbfleisch, who is Jason’s spouse, his father,
Allan Pedlar, and his father’s partner, Ingrid Steehouder.

Avre there any further introductions of visitors?

Hon. Ms. McPhee: | would ask my colleagues to help
me welcome a number of visitors we have here today for the
tribute to World Mental Health Day. From the Canadian Mental
Health Association, Yukon, we have Kim Solonick, a board

member and director at large; we have Coral Voss, the assistant
executive director; and Tiffanie Tasane, the executive director.

We also have, from the Second Opinion Society,
Vicki Durrant, who is the executive director, and | am
expecting — although maybe not here yet from the Sarah Steele
Building — Jason McRobb, who works as a cook supervisor
there. Thank you all for being here.

Applause

Hon. Mr. Streicker: | would like to welcome a
constituent and also 1’éditrice de L ~ Aurore boréale, Maryne
Dumaine. If we could welcome her, please.

Applause

Hon. Ms. McLean: | would ask my colleagues to help
me welcome some guests here today for the tribute to the
International Day of the Girl Child. We have: Charlie-Rose
Pelletier, who is a community organizer for Les EssentiElles;
Maryne Dumaine, president of Les EssentiElles; Krista
Mooney, justice coordinator for the Council of Yukon First
Nations; Mckenzie Gill, justice coordinator for the Council of
Yukon First Nations; Liz Peredun, executive director for
Yukon Women in Trades and Technology; and Natalie Taylor,
executive director for the Whitehorse Aboriginal Women’s
Circle. Welcome.

Applause

Ms. Clarke: | have the pleasure of introducing Monica
Batac in the gallery today, from the Yukon Women in Trades
and Technology, or YWITT for short. Monica is here as a
research lead. Thank you for coming today on the International
Day of the Girl Child. Let us give Yukon Women in Trades and
Technology and other Yukon women’s organizations a round
of applause for their important work.

Applause

Speaker: Are there any tributes?

TRIBUTES
In recognition of World Mental Health Day

Hon. Ms. McPhee: 1 rise in the House today on behalf
of the Yukon Liberal government to recognize World Mental
Health Day, held annually on October 10 to raise awareness
about mental health around the world and to mobilize efforts to
support those experiencing mental health issues.

Mental health is about our emotional, psychological, and
social well-being, and it is an integral part of every individual.
The theme this year, “Making mental health and well-being for
all a global priority”, is particularly resonant in the Yukon.

Worldwide estimates put the rise in both anxiety and
depressive disorders at more than 25 percent during the first
year of the pandemic. One of the lessons that COVID has taught
us is that we must recognize mental health as a part of healthy
people and communities.

Our government recognizes the importance of mental
health services and is committed to increasing access to mental
wellness and substance use services for all Yukoners. Today, |
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would like to acknowledge the ongoing work done by Mental
Wellness and Substance Use Services staff at the Department
of Health and Social Services and the Council of Yukon First
Nations, First Nation governments, the Yukon division of the
Canadian Mental Health Association, Blood Ties Four
Directions, and so many other community and health partners
who all work to serve Yukoners. Whether they live in
Whitehorse or in the communities, Yukoners can rely on an
interconnected network of mental wellness support workers,
counsellors, and mental health nurses to provide care.

In February, and again in September, our government, in
partnership with the Council of Yukon First Nations, hosted a
mental wellness summit that brought together leaders, partners,
those with lived experience from across the territory, and
national and international experts to identify collaborative
solutions to support communities. Nearly 1,000 people
attended these events.

A month ago, the Tr’ondék Hwéch’in wellness department
collaborated with partners, such as Mental Wellness and
Substance Use and the Roots of Hope life promotion and
suicide prevention initiative, to host a week of training and
activities during Life Promotion/Suicide Prevention Week in
Dawson City. As the Roots of Hope program and its
partnerships continue to develop, suicide prevention and life
promotion projects and initiatives will extend to other Yukon
communities. These public events are just a few of the concrete
and most visible steps taken by Yukoners to address mental
health issues in the territory.

This work cannot be achieved alone, and we will continue
to work in collaboration with other government branches, as
well as non-governmental organizations and Yukon First
Nations in each community, to ensure an effective and
appropriate response. | would like to reiterate my thanks to all
the people who work every day to support those in need.

Thank you.

Applause

Ms. McLeod: | rise today on behalf of the Yukon Party
Official Opposition to recognize World Mental Health Day,
which was yesterday, October 10.

Governments, organizations, and individuals around the
world are working to help destigmatize mental illness and raise
awareness about the importance of promoting whole-body
health and wellness. We don’t always take the time to check in
with people in our lives to see how they’re doing from a mental
wellness perspective. Physical health is more apparent. It’s
easier to see when someone is physically not quite feeling well
and might need a little extra support.

People around the world have been dealing with a number
of challenges the last couple of years that we could never have
imagined — challenges that have led to a variety of negative
effects on their well-being. COVID-19 and the resulting
restrictions have impacted communities in many ways.
Isolation, lockdowns, health-related mandates, loss of income,
and much more have been faced by individuals across the
Yukon.

Add this to stress, illness, life changes, work and family
commitments — all can take a toll on the way our body and
mind work. According to Government of Canada data, one in
three Canadians will experience some form of mental illness or
substance addiction in their lifetime. COVID-19 has
compounded those stats, which are already incrementally
higher in the north.

Yukon is facing a staggering rise in opioid-related
overdoses. We’re seeing an increase in substance use and
addiction, depression, anxiety, suicides, and an overwhelming
list of societal problems as a result.

To all Yukoners, take care of yourself. Take the time to
check in on your family, friends, children, and peers. The
Yukon division of the Canadian Mental Health Association is a
good resource for Yukoners looking for mental wellness
programs and services. This incredible organization is
committed to promoting positive mental wellness through
many initiatives and engagements and offers services and
supports for those who need them.

Thank you to all those who work to provide mental
wellness services across the territory.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Applause

Ms. Blake: | rise today on behalf of the Yukon NDP in
honour of World Mental Health Day. This year’s theme is
“Make mental health and well-being for all a global priority.”

I know that it resonated with so many Yukoners across the
territory. From the ongoing suicide epidemic to the still-present
opioid crisis, Yukoners are still struggling and are looking for
support from this government. In the past year alone, many
communities and First Nation governments have declared their
own states of emergencies, including the Town of Faro,
Kwanlin Din First Nation, Carcross/Tagish First Nation,
Na-Cho Nydak Dun First Nation, and many more.

These emergencies were declared in the absence of
supports from the Yukon government. While communities
have worked hard through difficult times to support one another,
they have called on this government to provide them with the
resources, mental health care workers, and other supports that
they need.

But we have heard from many communities that they feel
this government is leaving them behind. Since these
emergencies were declared, what work has this government
done in partnership with First Nation governments,
municipalities, and communities to provide mental health care
supports and services to those who need it? How many
counselling and mental health positions are still vacant?

This government has talked about reconciliation and
indigenizing health care often in the last year. What work has
Yukon government done to change the system and incorporate
diverse indigenous ways of knowing and being in their
programming, services, and work across the Yukon? It has been
a year since many of these emergencies were called, but still
communities across the Yukon are still being shaken by crisis
after crisis. When these crises are ignored and Yukoners don’t
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get the help they need when they need it, the effects ripple out
for generations.
Applause

In recognition of International Day of the Girl Child

Hon. Ms. McLean: It is my honour to rise today on
behalf of our Yukon Liberal government to pay tribute to
International Day of the Girl Child. 2022 marks the 10™
anniversary of the United Nations recognizing October 11 as a
day to celebrate the voices of girls, to advocate for their rights,
and to reflect on the challenges that they experience due to their
gender.

Globally, we know that women and girls were
disproportionately impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic.
Access to education, employment, and support services were
interrupted for them. Addressing gender equality is critical to
sustainable development, economic growth, and even
addressing climate change. Involving women and girls in
decision-making creates stronger communities and helps us

address the most complex challenges that we face in our society.

It is a meaningful coincidence that, in Canada,
International Day of the Girl Child falls one week after the
Sisters in Spirit vigil on October 4. This vigil is a time for our
community to come together to mourn the indigenous women,
girls, and two-spirit people who have been lost to violence. Just
like the International Day of the Girl Child, the Sisters in Spirit
vigil is a call to action. For indigenous women, girls, and two-
spirit people, violence is significantly more frequent and more
severe. It is a systemic crisis and its urgency needs to be taken
seriously.

I was honoured to attend the vigil last week alongside
many community members and allies for change as we walked
from the monument at Rotary Park to a ceremonial fire at the
Kwanlin Din Cultural Centre. Thank you to the Yukon
Aboriginal Women’s Council for organizing this event and to
the Whitehorse Aboriginal Women’s Circle and the Liard
Aboriginal Women’s Society for advocating for equality of
women and girls. Creating a future in the Yukon where
everyone can live their lives free of violence requires
commitment and dedication.

As the Minister responsible for the Women and Gender
Equity Directorate and the co-chair of the Yukon Advisory
Committee on Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women and
Girls, | can say, without a doubt, that we are committed to
making this change.

It is in the moments of togetherness, like the important
vigil that we did last week, that | can actually say, truly, that |
feel the strength and resilience of this community. | can feel the
momentum for addressing the rights of girls everywhere.

Applause

Ms. Clarke: Salamat, Mr. Speaker. | rise on behalf of
the Yukon Party Official Opposition to recognize October 11
as International Day of the Girl Child. This day was adopted by
the United Nations in 2011, then by Canada in 2012, to
celebrate the voices and achievements of girls around the world
and to reflect upon the challenges they continue to face because

of their gender. For 10 years, we have celebrated the positive
impacts and change that girls have made in our communities,
leading the way for future generations of girls and women and
for all of society.

Violence against girls and women remains a concern
internationally. Physical violence, bullying, sexual violence,
and intimate-partner violence continue to disproportionately
affect women and girls. Gender inequality is still seen in many
areas of the workforce, and although much has been done to
tackle the issue throughout many organizations, governments,
businesses, and in the education system, girls still view
themselves as disadvantaged in a number of areas.

We are so fortunate here in the Yukon to have some pretty
incredible organizations that aim to help level the playing field
for girls and women in so many ways. | would like to give
special thanks to Yukon Women in Trades and Technology,
who believe that gender should not be a barrier to pursuing
career opportunities and works to increase the number of
women in trades and technology jobs. Their youth
programming helps to introduce and encourage young women
to get into Yukon skilled trades and technology sectors —
sectors primarily known to be male-dominated.

Thank you to Yukon Women in Mining for the work they
do advocating for the inclusion and empowerment of women in
the mineral exploration and development industry. | would also
like to thank our women’s organizations and equity-seeking
groups who do immeasurable work in our community to assist
and advocate for women and for our LGBTQ2S+ community.

Girls have the potential to be who they want to be. When
we invest in girls today, we invest in future entrepreneurs,
mentors, political leaders, activists, innovators, and mothers.

Salamat.

[Member spoke in Tagalog. Text unavailable.]

Applause

Ms. Tredger: | rise on behalf of the Yukon NDP to pay
tribute to the International Day of the Girl Child.

From their communities to their places of learning, from
their homes to their relationships, girls face violence, poverty,
and discrimination. It’s even more stark for indigenous girls
and girls of colour, girls who are trans, and girls with
disabilities.

Girls deserve a safe world to live in, and it is up to all of us
to actively work to create that world, but I hope that we don’t
stop there. Girls deserve so much more than a world that just
keeps them safe; they deserve a world that values them and
listens to them, a world that believes their voices matter, a
world that creates opportunities for them to learn and grow and
thrive, a world that celebrates everything that they are.

So, today | want to celebrate each unique and incredible
girl across the Yukon. They are leaders; they are activists; they
are athletes and artists and scholars and community builders.
To each one of you, thank you for everything that you do and
everything that you are. | am so excited to see the world you
create.

Applause
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Speaker:

TABLING RETURNS AND DOCUMENTS

Hon. Ms. McPhee: | have for tabling a letter to the
Member for Lake Laberge in response to the letter that he tabled
on Thursday, and it is dated July 27, 2022.

Speaker: Are there any reports of committees?
Avre there any petitions to be presented?

PETITIONS
Petition No. 13

Ms. Blake: | have for tabling a petition with over 1,900
signatures that reads as follows:

THAT pharmacare coverage amounts have not increased
since 1999 and are now insufficient to meet the basic health
needs of Yukon seniors, and that many seniors are choosing to
forgo critical services and medical treatments due to
affordability:

THEREFORE, the undersigned ask the Yukon Legislative
Assembly to urge the Yukon government to implement an
increase to pharmacare rates in 2022 to reflect current market
prices for health care.

Speaker: Are there any further petitions to be presented?
Avre there any bills to be introduced?

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS

Bill No. 17: Clean Energy Act — Introduction and
First Reading

Hon. Mr. Streicker: | move that Bill No. 17, entitled
Clean Energy Act, be now introduced and read a first time.

Speaker: It has been moved by the Minister of Energy,
Mines and Resources that Bill No. 17, entitled Clean Energy
Act, be now introduced and read a first time.

Motion for introduction and first reading of Bill No. 17
agreed to

Speaker: Are there any further bills to be introduced?
Avre there any notices of motions?

NOTICES OF MOTIONS

Ms. White: | rise to give notice of the following motion:

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon to:

(1) adopt a policy of residential power rates for residential
properties; and

(2) in accordance with the Condominium Act general
regulation 5(1)(b), instruct the Yukon Utilities Board to end the

practice of classifying condominiums as commercial customers.

| also give notice of the following motion:

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon to work
with the City of Whitehorse to resolve the ongoing
environmental and safety issues at 2 Lodgepole Lane in
Whitehorse.

Acre there any returns or documents for tabling?

Ms. Blake: I rise to give notice of the following motion:

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon to
recruit and hire more qualified counsellors for permanent full-
time positions to provide consistent mental health care services
to rural Yukon communities by:

(1) working in partnership with local First Nation health
directors to better understand the needs of each community;

(2) creating an emergency protocol to provide immediate
supports when communities face crises; and

(3) training all mental wellness counsellors to provide care
that is culturally appropriate to the diverse needs of all Yukon
First Nations.

Speaker: Is there a statement by a minister?

MINISTERIAL STATEMENT
Faro community services building

Hon. Mr. Mostyn:  When we invest in infrastructure, we
invest in the success and in the future of our communities. | rise
before this Assembly today to celebrate the opening of the new
community services building in Faro. According to the latest
Bureau of Statistics update, the Yukon’s population continues
to grow. This growth is not only in Whitehorse, but in many of
our communities, including Faro.

The Town of Faro is growing. It’s a thriving place to live,
and residents need sustainable, local services, including
emergency services. Our Infrastructure Development and
Protective Services branches work with communities such as
Faro to meet their needs and goals.

It was my pleasure to visit Faro on September 8 to
announce the official opening of their new community services
building. The 1,229-square-metre facility will house
emergency and community services and was designed to meet
and exceed minimum energy-efficiency standards by
25 percent. The building is home to Faro’s municipal fire
department, community emergency medical responders and
public works team. It includes seven vehicle bays, staff offices,
shared meeting rooms, parts and tools storage, a morgue, and
decontamination areas.

This facility was jointly funded by the Yukon government
and the Government of Canada. The Government of Yukon
contributed nearly $3 million to this project, and the
Government of Canada invested more than $8 million through
the small communities fund of the Investing in Canada plan.

Over the past few years, this dedicated group of emergency
responders and the entire community of Faro has dealt with an
awful lot. The opening of the new building was a beautiful and
exciting milestone.

Our government is committed to building healthy, vibrant
communities, and we are working very hard with municipalities
and First Nations to meet their infrastructure needs so that we
can move the territory forward.

The new community services building will contribute to
the safety and well-being of all Faro residents for years to come.

Thank you.
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Mr. Hassard: It goes without saying that the new Faro
fire hall and public works building is a very important piece of
community infrastructure. The minister has outlined in his
statement the valuable services that will now originate from this
building to serve the Faro area.

I know that my constituents are happy to have this piece of
community infrastructure now available. Such buildings are
important to all Yukon communities; however, this project is
particularly notable in the Yukon for an interesting reason. It
was one of the few projects that was tendered and then
cancelled for the bids being overbudget. The Yukon
government first tendered the contract in 2019, and when those
bids came in overbudget, the government pulled the contract
and scaled back the project in order to cut costs. The project
was then retendered and awarded at a lower cost.

So, as Yukoners know, there have been numerous projects
awarded since the Faro fire hall contract was awarded, and
many of those project tenders have come back with costs that
are higher, sometimes significantly higher, than the allotted
budget, and instead of pulling back those tenders and scaling
back those projects, the government has gone ahead with
projects that were far overbudget.

So, I’'m wondering why the decision was made to retender
this particular project. Why was the decision made to scale
down and retender the Faro municipal building when there are
so many overbudget projects that this government has forged
ahead with?

It seems to continue a trend with this government in
picking winners and losers, and we have heard many times that
every community matters, but yet again, it seems that some
communities matter more than others.

Ms. White: One of the many special things about the
Yukon is the volunteering spirit of Yukoners. Nowhere else
will you find such a high number of people working together
for the well-being of their communities. First responders are
one of those groups, stepping up to do dangerous work to
ensure the health and safety of folks living in Yukon’s rural
communities. My gratitude toward these selfless volunteers is
immeasurable. The least we can do is ensure that they have
what they need to do the job, so | commend the hard work of
the Yukon government employees who played a role in
ensuring that Faro received a much-needed community services
building. Housing multiple services under one roof with top-of-
the-line facilities is a fantastic upgrade for those who work full
time and for those who volunteer, and once housing is secured,
maybe one day it will even be home to a full-time mental health
counsellor or a dedicated social worker.

I look forward to a tour of this new facility on my next trip
to Faro. | know that when my colleagues and | were in Faro this
summer, the issue of mental health support and the need for
housing came up often. One could even say that they are linked.
As the minister pointed out, Faro is growing. So has the
minister sat at the Cabinet table and encouraged his colleagues
to look at the housing that the Yukon government currently
owns in the community of Faro? I’m not talking about livable
units, Mr. Speaker; I'm referencing the three multi-unit

buildings that sit vacant or the other properties that they own
that are empty.

When will the Yukon government make an announcement
about housing in the community of Faro, a growing community?

It does make me wonder, though, while the minister stands
here today patting himself on the back, what he has said to the
other citizens of Keno, Destruction Bay, and others who are, in
his very words, living on the fringes of our society. Better yet,
what has the minister heard from folks in beautiful rural Yukon?
Because for someone who preaches consultation, we can be
sure that he’s also listening.

So, no one should have to go through losing their home or
business in a fire, but try to imagine what it is like living in a
community where you know that a fire department won’t be
able to make it in time if there is a fire. And as this is Fire
Prevention Week, can the minister tell us where he is at in
ensuring that there are adequate resources in other Yukon
communities, specifically Keno, Destruction Bay, and Old
Crow?

When can communities expect to see the fire prevention in
a box program implemented in their community, one that has
been promised by this government?

While we’re talking about implementation, where is the
government on implementing the 104 recommendations from
last year’s review of fire suppression and rescue resources
distribution?

So, while I’m happy for the Town of Faro, I see that a lot
more needs to be done across the territory before the
celebrations truly start.

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: | thank the members opposite for the
response to this ministerial statement this afternoon.

It was great seeing the MLA for the region at the barbecue
opening up the Faro fire hall. He cooks a mean burger, and |
thank him for his participation this summer. It was nice to see
him there.

It was also nice to meet with the community and talk to
them about their hopes and dreams for the future and also to
celebrate the facility itself, which has, | might say, some of the
most incredible piping that | have ever seen in any municipal
structure in the territory.

Mr. Speaker, we know that there are many needs in the
territory, and | thank the Leader of the Third Party for her
attempt to expand on this ministerial statement this afternoon.
We were focused on Faro, and | know that she has a lot of
themes and issues she brought up from around the territory, and
I’m happy to have more ministerial statements on a lot of these
issues in the coming weeks and days, but right now we’re
talking about Faro and the community fire hall. | can say that
we are committed to building strong communities across the
territory no matter where they lie and investing in Yukon
families and growing the local economy.

Yukon government will continue to invest in a range of
infrastructure projects across the territory, Mr. Speaker. This
year alone, we’re investing $70 million to continue a range of
infrastructure projects across the territory as we continue to
address the deficit created by the Yukon Party.
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Through the Investing in Canada infrastructure program,
Yukon will see $600 million in funding over the lifespan of the
program for public transit, green infrastructure, as well as
recreation and social and cultural infrastructure.

Mr. Speaker, at the end of the day, we are moving forward
on unprecedented investments in infrastructure projects across
the territory. Shovels are in the ground and projects are being
built. Through these investments, we are providing jobs for
Yukoners, creating strong sustainable communities, supporting
local businesses, and laying the groundwork for continued
economic growth.

Through budget 2022-23, our government is investing:
more than $71 million in repairs and improvements to bridges
and highways throughout the Yukon; more than $51 million to
modernize our airports and support airlines across the territory;
$27 million for the Dempster fibre project; more than
$25 million for the Dawson recreation centre; nearly
$11 million for the Resource Gateway projects; nearly
$4 million for the White River community centre; up to
$3.7 million for new boat launches and dock replacements
across the territory, something the Member for Kluane has
spoken about in the past; up to $500,000 for a water plant in
Burwash Landing; and up to $26 million for a new Teslin
Tlingit Council community hub.

Mr. Speaker, these are just some of the projects that are
currently underway. It is unfortunate, of course, that the Yukon
Party did not support the budget, nor these projects, especially
after they left an infrastructure deficit in the territory following
the years of failed leadership.

Our government will continue to work closely with the
Government of Canada, Yukon First Nations, local contractors,
businesses, and Yukoners to build projects that create jobs,
enhance communities, and help grow our economy.

| want to end by thanking all of the Yukon government
departments involved in these projects, along with our partners
throughout the territory, including Faro, which we worked very,
very closely with to bring in the new Faro fire hall for them. |
know that they were very appreciative of the work that we did
and the care and consideration we gave in working with our
community partners in Faro, and we want to ensure that we
continue to build a territory that all Yukoners can be proud of.

Speaker: This then brings us to Question Period.

QUESTION PERIOD

Question re: Department of Education student data
breach
Mr. Dixon: Mr. Speaker, on September 15, more than

500 Yukon students who had applied for the Yukon grant were
notified that the Department of Education had accidentally
released their private information, including their names, dates
of birth, and social insurance numbers. The vast majority of
these students are at the beginning of their adult lives, and in
the words of the Department of Education’s letter to them, this
breach involves a risk of significant harm to their privacy.
Dozens of these students and their parents have reached out to
us with significant concerns about this incident and the

department’s response. One of the first questions they ask is
why it took so long to notify those affected.

Can the Minister of Education explain why the department
waited until September 15 to write a letter of notification when
the breach occurred on August 24, more than three weeks
before?

Hon. Ms. McLean: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker,
and thank you for the question and for raising this matter on the
floor of the Legislative Assembly today.

I think that this was a very serious situation. The
Department of Education absolutely takes protecting the
privacy of Yukoners’ personal information very seriously.
When the breach was identified, the department followed the
Yukon government privacy breach protocols, as set out by the
ATIPP office. We are fortunate to have contained this breach.
The recipient of the information cooperated fully and
confirmed that they did not see the e-mail and deleted it without
opening it. We certainly acknowledge and know that this is a
very stressful situation for those who were involved.

| want to reassure students, of course, and their families
that the risk of individuals’ personal information being used for
identify theft has been mitigated, and we have offered credit
monitoring as well.

Again, Mr. Speaker, the recipient fully cooperated with the
Department of Education, and the e-mail was deleted without it
being opened.

Mr. Dixon: | appreciate some of the information that the
minister has provided, but my question was simple: Why did
the department wait more than three weeks to notify students
and parents that their data had been compromised? We’re
talking about names, dates of birth, and social insurance
numbers. Those are pretty serious pieces of personal privacy.

So, the question for the minister is simple: Does she think
that the more than three-week gap between the incident
occurring and these people being notified is an acceptable
length of time?

Hon. Ms. McLean: As | stated off the top, the
Department of Education followed the privacy breach protocol
that is set out by the ATIPP office. That process identifies
timelines and when folks would be notified. Again, we
followed the protocol. This situation has been mitigated. The
recipient did not open the e-mail and it was deleted without any
breach of the young Yukoners’ private information.

Again, our Department of Education takes the privacy of
Yukoners very seriously, and we’re very happy that we were
able to mitigate this situation.

Mr. Dixon: So, the minister has said that the reason why
there was a more than three-week delay between the event
happening and parents and students being notified was protocol.
Will the minister agree to review the protocol so that this
doesn’t happen again?

Hon. Ms. McLean: | have stated that this is a privacy
protocol that is set out by the ATIPP office. The Department of
Education followed that protocol as it is laid out.



October 11, 2022

HANSARD

2127

Question re: Department of Education student data
breach
Mr. Kent: | have some follow-up questions for the

Minister of Education on the privacy breach. | would actually
like to ask about the collection and handling of this private
information. It has been reported that a departmental official
accidently sent an e-mail with an attached spreadsheet
containing all of this private information. Does the minister
think that collecting this type of information and storing it in an
apparently easy-way-to-access Excel spreadsheet, which can
apparently be accidently e-mailed, meets the threshold of
appropriate management of this type of private information?

Hon. Ms. McLean: The Department of Education takes
protecting the privacy of Yukoners’ personal information very
seriously. As | stated a few moments ago, this situation was
mitigated. A mistake happened, and it is essential that we learn
from this and will improve our processes going forward. This
will include working with the Office of the Information and
Privacy Commissioner. The department is actively reviewing
internal training and processes to prevent privacy breaches in
the future.

Mr. Kent: Something else that we are hearing about
from a number of families is the remedy proposed by the
Department of Education and the minister.

What has been offered to these 500-plus Yukoners is one
year of credit monitoring with a company called Equifax. We
have heard from some students that this service isn’t available
for people under 18, and some of those affected are under that
age. Likewise, many are having issues accessing the service at
all. So, does the minister think that one year of credit
monitoring with a service that the Yukon government has hand-
picked is a sufficient remedy?

Hon. Ms. McLean: The Department of Education takes
protecting the privacy of Yukoners’ personal information very,
very seriously. We have reached out to each individual.

If the member has information about folks who require
more support, we are certainly willing to have that discussion
with individuals, but again, the situation was mitigated, and the
recipient of the e-mail did not open it, and it was deleted before
it was opened. This situation, thankfully, for the young people
who are involved, has been fully mitigated. We are absolutely
prepared to work with individuals if they feel that they need
more support around this breach.

Mr. Kent: So, as my colleague mentioned, the data
breach happened on August 24, and the letters went out to those
affected students and their families on September 15.

My question is a simple one: When did the minister find
out about the data breach, and did she tell her Cabinet
colleagues upon finding out?

Hon. Ms. McLean: | thank the member for the follow-
up questions. Again, our department followed the protocol as
laid out by the ATIPP office. | was notified on September 13.

Question re: Health care services

Ms. Blake: For over a year, the NDP has asked this
government to open a public walk-in clinic so that Yukoners
can get the health care they need, but instead of opening a

public walk-in clinic, the minister gave some start-up money to
a private practice. This money was supposed to make it all
better by spring of this year; it didn’t. There are still thousands
of Yukoners on the wait-list and there is still no walk-in clinic.

It is time for government to stop relying on private
businesses to fill critical gaps in our health care system. When
will this government open a publicly funded and operated walk-
in clinic?

Hon. Ms. McPhee: | am very pleased to be able to speak
to this matter today. Our government clearly supports walk-in
clinic services, but as mentioned in the preamble to the question,
these are, of course, privately run clinics at the moment. We
have been working diligently with physicians and health care
professionals in the last number of months to determine how
we could best provide these types of services to Yukoners.

Medical professionals, doctors, and family practices are
private businesses here in the territory. Short of the suggestion
that a government-run Yukon clinic is not supported by our
government — but getting services like this for Yukoners
absolutely is. We remain committed to continuing to transform
Yukon’s health care system to a more holistic, collaborative,
and people-centred system that will better meet the needs of
Yukoners, and that has been the commitment all along with
respect to our government.

We initiated the investigation and consultation that
resulted in Putting People First, which is a key priority for us.

Ms. Blake: The minister didn’t just promise a walk-in
clinic; she also said that a bilingual polyclinic would be open
sometime this year. This clinic is supposed to open in less than
three months, but Yukoners still have so many questions. How
many doctors, nurses, dieticians, counsellors, and other health
professionals have been recruited? When will the support staff
be hired? When will the space be ready? Will this clinic also
have walk-in services?

There is no public information available, and Yukoners are
starting to worry that this promise is going to be the same as the
walk-in clinic. Will the minister assure Yukoners and tell them
when this polyclinic will open its doors?

Hon. Ms. McPhee: Thank you again for the question. It
is of key importance to our government to convey the
information and the commitment that we have made with
respect to shifting health care from an acute care system to the
one envisioned by Putting People First, which, of course, is
people-centred, culturally appropriate, and the transformation
continues with respect to our implementation of those
recommendations.

We are committed to improving the care of our Yukon’s
francophone population, expanding access to the primary
health care services for Yukoners through the constellation
health centre. We continue to make progress toward opening
the new bilingual health centre in Whitehorse. It has been a
recent conversation at many tables, including those involved
with Highways and Public Works with respect to the physical
space that is needed and being worked on. We expect it to be
ready late this year or early in the spring.

The constellation health centre will be the first primary
health care clinic of its kind in the Yukon and will serve as a
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model of care to build upon in the future. In additional to
delivering high-quality health and wellness services in both
French and English, it will provide additional services as well.

Ms. Blake: Because of this government’s inaction,
Yukoners will continue to face health care shortages for years
to come. Now is the time to plan for our future. From pharmacy
to nutrition, nursing and medical school to social work, there
are many youth across the Yukon who want to become health
care workers but face financial barriers. This government could
provide funding tied to practising in the Yukon for five years
after graduation. This would create a stronger public health care
system in the long run.

Will the government commit to funding all health care-
related studies to address the long-term health care shortage?

Hon. Ms. McPhee: This is a relatively complex
question and a simple one all at the same time.

Our government is absolutely committed to implementing
the recommendations from Putting People First to
transforming significantly the health care system here in the
territory and how we manage to provide services for Yukoners
in all communities. Recruitment is definitely a challenge
nationally and internationally. It’s certainly one of the fallouts
from the pandemic, but we are absolutely committed to
transforming the health care system, implementing Putting
People First, and dealing with all of the things that are
mentioned in the question — nursing staff, providing
educational opportunities for physicians and other medical
professionals, increasing, improving the health care system
here in the territory for Yukoners.

Question re: Skagway marine services

Ms. Van Bibber: Last week, the borough of Skagway
council met to discuss the fate of the port of Skagway. One of
the agenda items was the ore dock and the ore-loading facility,
which is an important strategic asset for the Yukon’s mining
industry.

According to the Municipality of Skagway council
meeting package, the Government of Yukon is providing
funding to cover a portion of the cost of the engineering and
design of the new marine services platform for the port.

Can the minister confirm if this is true, and if so, how much
funding is the Government of Yukon providing to Skagway,
and what are the planned outcomes of this investment?

Hon. Mr. Pillai: 1 will confirm, but | believe that the
number that we allocated is about $250,000 Canadian. The
outcome is potential options for the rebuild and modernization
of the dock, which would be the outcome, and inevitably will
then lead to design work that will be the next phase of this
undertaking.

Ms. Van Bibber: As we all know, the port of Skagway
is critical for the Yukon’s economy. Beyond the tens of
thousands of tourists who enter through Skagway, the port is
also an important entry point for fuel and other goods, as well
as a point of export for Yukon minerals.

Has the minister done any consultation with the industry
on the design of the marine service platform that the Yukon

government is funding to ensure that it actually meets the needs
of Yukon companies?

Hon. Mr. Pillai:  Yes, in collaboration with the industry,
there have been a number of different groups — the Yukon
Chamber of Mines — and we have also talked to members from
the Yukon Mining Alliance as well as from the producers group.
We have hosted multiple meetings over the last two to three
years where all players were in the room together. It is a balance
between understanding what the industry feels is the best
infrastructure to move their concentrate and balancing that with
the understanding of what the folks in Skagway feel. There are
definitely some historic liabilities that are there from the
operation of the Faro mine. That certainly weighs heavily on
the residents.

As the member opposite stated, the tourism industry
continues to expand, so it is again a balance between ensuring
that the tourism industry can grow in the way the community
wants it to grow and, at the same time, integrate in the
importance of us moving and exporting concentrate and, at the
same time, moving commodities such as fuel in. So, it is a
balance.

I certainly look forward to the supplementary budget
debate, and we can expand on this. | would love to put in an
hour or two just talking about what the challenges are and really
giving Yukoners a clear understanding about the importance of
this project and how we are looking to approach it.

Ms. Van Bibber: According to the Skagway Borough
council documents, the funding that the Yukon government is
providing to Skagway is to advance the marine services
platform from 30-percent design to 60 percent.

Can the minister tell us if this is the only funding that the
Yukon government is providing, or is the minister considering
providing additional funding for either planning or capital
development?

Hon. Mr. Pillai: At this point, we are taking a look at the
data that we have pulled together. The top firm that we have
found in North America, called Mercator, is essentially the key
group to go to when you are looking at business models around
port development in North America. That is whom we have
engaged with. We have a draft report. | certainly have no
problem with tabling the final report here in the Assembly. That
will give us an idea of what the pathway forward is.

There is definitely going to be a capital expenditure that
will be needed in Skagway. The conversation is around: What
is the community of Skagway looking at, who are the business
partners, what are major companies that are looking to invest in
the Yukon, and could they future-proof their potential
investment by coming to the table? Do we look at this like a
transmission line where we build it out? But then, as people
come on board and use it to move concentrate, there is a fee
involved. Do we look at the model that Minto had where, at that
point, Minto put substantial money into the capital?

All those ideas are on the table. We are moving this as
quickly as possible but doing it with proper due diligence and
making sure that Yukon taxpayer money, and how we use it, is
first and foremost.
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Again, | look forward to further conversations over the
next two months on this very important topic.

Question re: Federal firearms buyback program
implementation
Mr. Cathers: Yukon RCMP have publicly made it clear

on several occasions how strained their resources are in dealing
with an increase in crime. This summer, they reported that
organized crime is becoming entrenched with at least five
organized crime networks operating here consisting of more
than 250 individuals. Their resources have not grown enough
to meet the increase in population, much less this surge in
organized crime. This is a serious problem.

Meanwhile, the federal Liberal government has asked
provinces and territories to help it confiscate thousands of
lawfully acquired firearms from licensed owners through its
so-called “buyback program”. Three provinces have already
refused that request.

Will the territorial government join those provinces in
standing up to the federal government and telling them that they
will not allow our resources for the police to be diverted from
going after organized crime toward to the ill-conceived,
politically motivated confiscation of firearms from licensed
owners?

Hon. Ms. McPhee: The question of RCMP resources is
clearly an issue — as part of that question — as is an
assumption that the resources will be deferred to deal with an
issue of the firearms buyback program.

I can indicate that the Department of Justice and this
government work to ensure the provision of a professional,
accountable, and appropriately funded territorial policing
service that is responsive to the priorities of Yukoners and
worthy of public trust.

I have met several times over the summer with the
important members of M Division, the chief superintendent and
other inspectors, and had discussions with respect to RCMP
resources. It is a key priority for our government. We fund
significant and ongoing investments in police resources
through the Territorial Police Service Agreement with the
RCMP, and we are continuing to have conversations about
what they need to do the important work of enforcement here
in our territory.

Mr. Cathers: Months ago, | wrote to the Minister of
Justice with a list of specific suggestions, many based on
recommendations by the National Police Federation, which is
the union representing RCMP members. | have to remind the
minister that it’s not just us who are saying that the Liberal gun
confiscation plan diverts police resources from tackling
organized crime; RCMP members said that. The National
Police Federation said that the so-called “buyback program” —
and I quote: “... diverts extremely important personnel,
resources, and funding away from addressing the more
immediate and growing threat of criminal use of illegal
firearms.”

The territorial government has a choice to make: Will they
listen to RCMP members and Yukoners calling for police
resources to be used for going after organized crime and other
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serious criminal activity, or will they take orders from the
Trudeau Liberals and divert police resources toward

confiscating licensed fircarms owners’ lawfully acquired
property?

Hon. Ms. McPhee: There are a lot of assumptions in
that question, and | think that what Yukoners need to know is
that those assumptions are just that. This year, our government
approved a policing budget increase of over 20 percent
compared to last year, and this increase renewed our staffing
commitment to the Historical Case Unit here in M Division,
while adding two officers to the crime reduction unit —
conversations that continue with the RCMP about what might
be needed next year to make sure that we are providing the
appropriate funding for our policing service to work
responsibly with the priorities of Yukoners and work with
communities to increase public trust.

What | can indicate with respect to the program mentioned
is that | met last week with Minister Mendicino and had a
conversation about the federal approach here, and actually
tomorrow, the public meetings will take place in Nova Scotia
with respect to the provincial, territorial, and federal
governments on justice issues. | will attend those meetings as
best as possible from here, and certainly this is a topic on that
agenda.

Mr. Cathers:  Well, Mr. Speaker, it is interesting that the
minister chooses to dismiss what RCMP members said as just
“assumptions”. As the minister mentioned, provincial and
territorial ministers of Justice are meeting with their federal
counterpart. It is an opportunity for her to call for an evidence-
based approach in dealing with crime, rather than the Trudeau
government’s politically motivated approach that RCMP
members say diverts resources from where they are needed
most. In their year-end review, Yukon RCMP reported a
90-percent increase in drug trafficking, a 25-percent increase in
robbery, and a 43-percent increase in violent and relationship
offences.

RCMP report that organized crime here is becoming
entrenched with at least five organized crime networks and
severity including human trafficking and weapons trafficking.
Diverting resources for going after organized crime will make
the Yukon less safe.

Will the government listen to the RCMP and stand up for
Yukoners by urging the federal government to cancel its gun
confiscation plan, and will the minister finally agree to refuse
to allow territorial funding to be used to go after licensed
firearms owners and their lawfully acquired property?

Hon. Ms. McPhee: | am disappointed in the tone of the
question because it does mislead people about —

Some Hon. Member: (Inaudible)

Point of order

Speaker:
order.

Mr. Cathers: For the minister to accuse another
member — in this case, myself — of misleading is typically
understood as being contrary to Standing Order 19(h).

Speaker: Mr. Streicker, on the point of order.

The Member for Lake Laberge, on a point of
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Hon. Mr. Streicker: Mr. Speaker, 19(h) states that the
member charges another member with uttering a deliberate
falsehood. 1 don’t think that is what the minister did; she
referred to the language as misleading.

Speaker’s ruling

Speaker: There is no point of order. It is a dispute
between members.
Please continue.

Hon. Ms. McPhee: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Perhaps |
will just say this in a more positive way.

Our Department of Justice and our government work to
ensure the provision of professional, accountable, and
appropriately funded territorial police service that is
responsible for the priorities of Yukoners, not the priorities of
anyone else — the priorities of Yukoners — and is worthy of
their public trust.

Our government funds significant and ongoing
investments in police resources through a territorial police
service agreement. This year, our government approved the
policing budget increase of over 20 percent compared to last
year. There will be no diversion to a program that is not yet in
existence. This increase will help staffing and is committed to
the Historical Case Unit and also adds two officers to the crime
reduction unit that responds to the types of crimes that were
noted in the questions here today.

I can remind Yukoners that, in response to the
recommendations of the 2010 Sharing Common Ground, our
activity with RCMP and response to this community is a top
priority.

Question re: Department of Education student data
breach
Mr. Kent: Mr. Speaker, | have some follow-up

questions for the Minister of Education on the privacy breach
that we talked about earlier in Question Period.

The minister referenced a protocol that has been followed.
Is that protocol publicly available? And if so, where can we find
it? If it is not publicly available, will she agree to table it on the
floor of this House?

Hon. Mr. Clarke: Protecting the personal information
of Yukoners is important to our government. The Access to
Information and Protection of Privacy Act contains provisions
that outline what personal information may be collected, how it
is managed, who has access, and how privacy breaches must be
reported.

The Department of Highways and Public Works has
created privacy training, a breach-reporting process, and
privacy impact assessments to foster awareness and
understanding of personal information and its protection in the
public service.

The department has also created corporate privacy advice
and oversight resource for departments and has ensured that all
government departments have a designated privacy officer.

So, Mr. Speaker, the policy and procedures are in place and
I’m sure that this matter is in the process of being reviewed.

Mr. Kent: My question is about the protocol that the
minister mentioned earlier in Question Period today and
whether or not it’s publicly available. I’m sure that those 500-
plus families that were affected by this privacy breach would
like to see that protocol if it’s not, and if it is, we would like to
find out where we can find it.

The Department of Education itself has admitted that this
privacy breach represents a risk of significant harm to those
young Yukoners affected. So, the minister had alluded to earlier
that she had instructed the department to work with the
Information and Privacy Commissioner to review its practices
and offer proposals for improvements.

Can the minister detail these steps and tell us what other
steps have been taken to ensure this type of breach never occurs
again?

Hon. Ms. McLean: Again, the Department of
Education takes protecting Yukoners’ private information very
seriously. We just heard from the minister responsible for that
part of our government. Definitely, a mistake happened. It is
essential that we learn from this and improve our processes
going forward. This will include and does include working with
the Office of the Information and Privacy Commissioner, and
the department is actively reviewing internal training and
processes to prevent privacy breaches in the future.

Mr. Kent: Mr. Speaker, | am going to ask a third time
about the protocol that the minister referenced earlier on in
Question Period, whether or not that protocol is publicly
available and where we can find it. If it’s not, will she agree to
table that protocol? As I’ve mentioned, many of the families
that we have talked to — and I’'m sure all of the families
affected — would like to take a look at that protocol as far as
the timelines and other aspects.

So, Mr. Speaker, many of the students and parents who
were affected by this data breach have asked whether or not
anyone has been held accountable for the breach. Can the
minister tell us if anyone has been held responsible for this
breach and whether or not there has been any repercussions or
discipline as a result?

Hon. Ms. McLean: Mr. Speaker, again, this was a
serious situation and we have taken it very seriously. | think
that the member knows quite well that matters involving human
resources are not to be spoken of on the floor of the Legislative
Assembly. | am not going to be doing that today.

We certainly are working with the Office of the
Information and Privacy Commissioner. The department is
actively reviewing our internal training and processes to
prevent this type of breach in the future. | would be happy to
bring back further information as requested.

Speaker: The time for Question Period has now elapsed.

Notice of opposition private members’ business

Mr. Kent: Mr. Speaker,  pursuant to  Standing
Order 14.2(3), I would like to identify the items standing in the
name of the Official Opposition to be called on Wednesday,
October 12, 2022. They are Motion No. 436, standing in the
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name of the Member for Lake Laberge, and Motion No. 437,
standing in the name of the Member for Watson Lake.

Ms. Tredger: Pursuant to Standing Order 14.2(3), |
would like to identify the item standing in the name of the Third
Party to be called on Wednesday, October 12, 2022. It is Bill
No. 305, standing in the name of the Member for Vuntut
Gwitchin.

Speaker:

ORDERS OF THE DAY

GOVERNMENT MOTIONS

Unanimous consent to move without one clear day’s
notice Motion No. 430

Hon. Mr. Streicker: Pursuant to Standing Order 14.3, |
request the unanimous consent of the House to move, without
one clear day’s notice, Motion No. 430 regarding the
appointment of the Ombudsman.

Speaker: The Government House Leader has, pursuant
to Standing Order 14.3, requested the unanimous consent of the
House to move, without one clear day’s notice, Motion No. 430
regarding the appointment of the Ombudsman.

Is there unanimous consent?

All Hon. Members: Agreed.

Speaker: Unanimous consent has been granted.

We will now proceed to Orders of the Day.

Motion No. 430

Clerk: Motion No. 430, standing in the name of the
Hon. Mr. Streicker.

Speaker: It has been moved by the Government House
Leader:

THAT the Yukon Legislative Assembly, pursuant to
sections 2 and 3 of the Ombudsman Act, recommends that the
Commissioner in Executive Council appoint Jason Pedlar as the
Ombudsman of Yukon for a term of five years, effective
October 14, 2022.

Hon. Mr. Streicker: | will speak very briefly here. First
of all, I would like to thank our outgoing Ombudsman for her
dedication for many years to this Legislative Assembly. | would
like to thank the Members’ Services Board for bringing forward
their recommendation for Mr. Pedlar to be appointed as our
new Ombudsman, and | look forward to the vote here in the
Legislature today.

Mr. Cathers: As the Official Opposition representative
on the all-party committee that dealt with the replacement of
the Ombudsman, 1 would like to speak briefly. First of all, I will
begin by thanking the outgoing Ombudsman, Diane McLeod-
McKay, for her service. As noted, | served as our representative
in this process. It was a competitive application process with
good applicants, and Mr. Pedlar, of course, was chosen as the
successful candidate and our new Ombudsman. | would like to
congratulate him for that, and I look forward to his continued
service to Yukoners. Again, congratulations.

Ms. White: | would like to echo the thoughts of both of
my colleagues. | also had the pleasure to sit on that hiring
committee, and | am delighted that not only has Mr. Pedlar put
his name forward after being here for a number of years, but |
am sure that he will steer our Information and Privacy
Commission ship in a good direction. We thank him for that,
and we look forward to the next coming years.

Speaker: Before putting the question, the Chair must
draw members’ attention to section 2 of the Ombudsman Act,
which says, “The Commissioner in Executive Council shall, on
the recommendation of the Legislative Assembly made by at
least two-thirds of the members of the Legislative Assembly,
appoint as an officer of the Legislative Assembly an
Ombudsman to exercise the powers and perform the duties set
out in this Act.”

In order to ensure that the requirements of section 2 of the
Ombudsman Act are met, the Chair will now call for a recorded
division.
Division

Speaker: The bells will ring.
Bells

Speaker: Mr. Clerk, please poll the House.

Hon. Mr. Silver: Agree.

Hon. Ms. McPhee: Agree.

Hon. Mr. Streicker: Agree.

Hon. Mr. Pillai:  Agree.

Hon. Mr. Clarke: Agree.

Hon. Ms. McLean: Agree.

Hon. Mr. Mostyn:  Agree.

Mr. Dixon: Agree.

Mr. Kent: Agree.

Ms. Clarke: Agree.

Mr. Cathers: Agree.

Ms. McLeod: Agree.

Ms. Van Bibber: Agree.

Mr. Hassard: Agree.

Mr. Istchenko: Agree.

Ms. White: Agree.

Ms. Blake: Agree.

Ms. Tredger: Agree.

Clerk: Mr. Speaker, the results are 18 yea, nil nay.

Speaker: The ayes have it.

I declare the motion carried by the required support of two-
thirds of the Members of the Legislative Assembly and that
Jason Pedlar has now been recommended for appointment as
Ombudsman by this House for a term of five years, effective
October 14, 2022.

Motion No. 430 agreed to
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Unanimous consent to move without one clear day’s
notice Motion No. 431

Hon. Mr. Streicker: Mr. Speaker, pursuant to Standing
Order 14.3, | request the unanimous consent of the House to
move, without one clear day’s notice, Motion No. 431
regarding the appointment of the Conflict of Interest
Commissioner.

Speaker: The Government House Leader has, pursuant
to Standing Order 14.3, requested the unanimous consent of the
House to move, without one clear day’s notice, Motion No. 431
regarding the appointment of the Conflict of Interest
Commissioner.

Is there unanimous consent?

All Hon. Members: Agreed.

Speaker: Unanimous consent has been granted.

Motion No. 431

Clerk: Motion No. 431, standing in the name of the
Hon. Mr. Streicker.

Speaker: It has been moved by the Government House
Leader:

THAT, pursuant to section 18 of the Conflict of Interest
(Members and Ministers) Act, the Yukon Legislative Assembly
reappoint David Phillip Jones, QC as a member of the Conflict
of Interest Commission for a three-year period, effective
November 1, 2022.

Hon. Mr. Streicker: This is really a reappointment for
Mr. Jones, who has been doing this for many years for us as
Members of the Legislative Assembly, and | thank the
Members’ Services Board for their motion. I know that
Mr. Jones has always been diligent in his work, and I’'m happy
to hear this recommendation and happy that we are here for this
vote today in the Legislative Assembly.

Mr. Cathers: As one of our members on Members’
Services Board, | rise briefly in support of this. As the
Government House Leader correctly noted, Members’ Services
Board has recommended the reappointment of the conflicts
commissioner, who has served for many years in that capacity,
and we will, of course, be supporting that motion here today.

Ms. White: We too, as the Yukon NDP, are in support
of this motion. | will point out that Mr. Jones has been the
conflicts commissioner for the entire duration of my time in this
Chamber, so he is entering his 12" year, or more, as our
conflicts commissioner, and we look forward to another three
years with him.

Speaker: Before putting the question, the Chair must
draw members’ attention to section 18(4) of the Conflict of
Interest (Members and Ministers) Act), which says: “In order
to take effect, a resolution of the Legislative Assembly for the
appointment or removal of a Member of the commission must
be supported in a recorded vote by at least two-thirds of the
Members present for the vote.”

In order to ensure that the requirements of section 18(4) of
the Conflict of Interest (Members and Ministers) Act are met,
the Chair will now call for a recorded division.

Division
Speaker: The bells will ring.
Bells
Speaker: Mr. Clerk, please poll the House.
Hon. Mr. Silver:  Agree.
Hon. Ms. McPhee: Agree.
Hon. Mr. Streicker: Agree.
Hon. Mr. Pillai:  Agree.
Hon. Mr. Clarke: Agree.
Hon. Ms. McLean: Agree.
Hon. Mr. Mostyn:  Agree.
Mr. Dixon: Agree.
Mr. Kent: Agree.
Ms. Clarke: Agree.
Mr. Cathers: Agree.

Ms. McLeod: Agree.

Ms. Van Bibber: Agree.

Mr. Hassard: Agree.

Mr. Istchenko: Agree.

Ms. White: Agree.

Ms. Blake: Agree.

Ms. Tredger: Agree.

Clerk: Mr. Speaker, the results are 18 yea, nil nay.

Speaker: The yeas have it.

I declare the motion carried by the required support of two-
thirds of the Members of the Legislative Assembly present for
the vote and that David Philip Jones, QC has been now
reappointed as Conflict of Interest Commissioner for a three-
year period, effective November 1, 2022.

Motion No. 431 agreed to

Unanimous consent to move without one clear day’s
notice Motion No. 427

Hon. Mr. Streicker: Mr. Speaker, pursuant to Standing
Order 14.3, | request the unanimous consent of the House to
move, without one clear day’s notice, Motion No. 427
regarding participation by members who have COVID, or
suspect that they have COVID, by video conference.

Speaker: The Government House Leader has, pursuant
to Standing Order 14.3, requested the unanimous consent of the
House to move, without one clear day’s notice, Motion No. 427
regarding participation by members who have COVID, or
suspect that they have COVID, by video conference.

Is there unanimous consent?

All Hon. Members:  Agreed.

Speaker: Unanimous consent has been granted.

Motion No. 427

Clerk: Motion No. 427, standing in the name of the
Hon. Mr. Streicker.
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Speaker:
Leader:

THAT, for the duration of the 2022 Fall Sitting, any
Member of the Legislative Assembly who is unable to attend
the sitting of the House in person due to COVID-19 symptoms,
illness, or protocols may participate in the sitting of the House
by video conference, notwithstanding Standing Order 8, or any
other Standing Order, and by video conference shall:

(1) be recognized to speak in debate, notwithstanding
Standing Order 17,

(2) be permitted to vote, notwithstanding Standing
Order 25;

(3) be permitted to participate in counts in Committee of
the Whole, notwithstanding Standing Order 44 and Standing
Order 41(1);

(4) contribute to constituting quorum in the Legislative
Assembly under Standing Order 3 and the Yukon Act; and

(5) be considered to have attended the sitting of the
Legislative Assembly with no deduction of indemnity required
under section 39(5) of the Legislative Assembly Act.

It has been moved by the Government House

Hon. Mr. Streicker: Very briefly, Mr. Speaker, this
motion and the next two that we’re hoping to bring are the
motions that we’ve been bringing for several sessions now of
this Legislative Assembly, and so I won’t debate them. I'm
hoping that we can just pass them quickly and move on to other
House business.

Speaker: Does any other member wish to be heard?
Motion No. 427 agreed to

Unanimous consent to move without one clear day’s
notice Motion No. 428

Hon. Mr. Streicker: Pursuant to Standing Order 14.3, |
request the unanimous consent of the House to move, without
one clear day’s notice, Motion No. 428 regarding sitting by
video conference.

Speaker: The Government House Leader has, pursuant
to Standing Order 14.3, requested the unanimous consent of the
House to move, without one clear day’s notice, Motion No. 428
regarding sitting by video conference.

Is there unanimous consent?

All Hon. Members: Agreed.

Speaker: Unanimous consent has been granted.

Motion No. 428

Clerk: Motion No. 428, standing in the name of the
Hon. Mr. Streicker.

Speaker: It has been moved by the Government House
Leader:

THAT, for the duration of the 2022 Fall Sitting, if the
Legislative Assembly stands adjourned for an indefinite period
of time, the Government House Leader and at least one of the
other House Leaders together may request that the Legislative
Assembly meet virtually by video conference with all the
Members of the Legislative Assembly being able to participate

remotely, notwithstanding any certain Standing Order
regarding members’ physical presence in the Chamber.

Is there any debate on the motion?

Motion No. 428 agreed to

Unanimous consent to move without one clear day’s
notice Motion No. 429

Hon. Mr. Streicker: Pursuant to Standing Order 14.3, |
request the unanimous consent of the House to move, without
one clear day’s notice, Motion No. 429 regarding pairing of
members.

Speaker: The Government House Leader has, pursuant
to Standing Order 14.3, requested the unanimous consent of the
House to move, without one clear day’s notice, Motion No. 429
regarding pairing of members.

Is there unanimous consent?

All Hon. Members:  Agreed.

Speaker: Unanimous consent has been granted.

Motion No. 429

Clerk: Motion No. 429, standing in the name of the
Hon. Mr. Streicker.

Speaker: It has been moved by the Government House
Leader:

THAT, for the duration of the 2022 Fall Sitting:

(1) the Clerk shall keep a daily list of paired members in
which any member of the government and any member of the
opposition party may have their names entered together by
noon on that date to indicate that they will not take part in any
recorded division in the Legislative Assembly held on that date;
and

(2) following each such division held, the name of any
member entered on the list of paired members for that date shall
be printed in Hansard and the VVotes and Proceedings.

Is there any debate on the motion?

Motion No. 429 agreed to

GOVERNMENT BILLS

Bill No. 206: Second Appropriation Act 2022-23 —
Second Reading — adjourned debate

Clerk: Second reading, Bill No. 206, standing in the
name of the Hon. Premier; adjourned debate, Mr. Dixon.

Mr. Dixon: | am pleased to rise to speak to Bill No. 206
at second reading today.

Before | begin remarks specifically on the bill, | would like
to briefly share some thoughts on the passing of Her Majesty
Queen Elizabeth 11, as this is my first opportunity to speak
openly in the House in this Sitting.

I certainly enjoyed and appreciated the tribute that was
paid on the opening day of this Sitting, which included remarks
from the Premier, the Leader of the Third Party, and, on our
side, the MLA for Porter Creek North, who, of course, happens
to have a somewhat unique relationship with the Crown, given
her time as Commissioner of Yukon.

I did want to add a few words of my own following that
tribute. Like many, | felt a deep sense of loss with the passing
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of Queen Elizabeth, who was, among many other titles, the
Queen of Canada. | know that many in the public, and even in
the House occasionally, often incorrectly cite her title as the
Queen of England or various other titles, but her most important
role for us as Canadians was as the Queen of Canada, our head
of state.

The personification of the Crown sits as the very
foundation of our constitutional democracy. Like the vast
majority of Canadians, she had been the only Queen that | had
ever known, and her presence, however distant physically, had
always been a reassuring one.

In many ways, her presence represented stability and
tradition. Winston Churchill, Joseph Stalin, and Dwight
Eisenhower all held office when she became Queen. For
someone of my age, those names are all of a different era —
historic figures no doubt, but from an age that seems so very
long ago. The idea that Prime Minister Trudeau served under
the same Queen as Louis St. Laurent has always been quite
staggering to me. But the longevity of that presence has been
hugely reassuring, not just to me, but to Yukoners, Canadians,
members of the Commonwealth, and citizens around the world.

| have remarked elsewhere that, of late, we have seen
tremendous upheaval, change, and disruptions in our
institutions. In the face of that, the Queen represented stability,
safety and consistency, and a link to the past that serves as a
reminder of the importance of the institution of the Crown.

As | have gotten a bit older myself, | have gone from
someone who was probably lightly inclined toward
monarchical reform, perhaps even quasi-republicanism, to
where | sit now, which is someone who is ardently monarchist.
I have arrived at this position in no small part because of Queen
Elizabeth herself and her personification of the Crown.

I’ve certainly grown to appreciate the stability that the
Crown represents in our constitutional system, and | have
certainly come to develop somewhat of a conservative
disposition that favours the protection of our institutions like
the Crown that are the foundation of our democracy. In my
view, duty and service were undoubtedly the watchwords of her
historic reign. Her commitment to the values she represented
set an example for generations of Canadians and citizens of the
Commonwealth around the world.

She was a natural leader, and her presence was humbling
to even the most iconic and gregarious political leaders. Despite
this, her deep commitment to the Crown and its values, and her
sincere Christian faith, made her gracious but never
condescending. It made her elegant but not opulent. Without
doubt, it made her stately but not overbearing. Queen Elizabeth
will be greatly missed. I do wish her heir, now styled “King
Charles I11”, the strength to carry on in those noble footsteps.

God Save the King.

All that being said, | do want to remark that despite being
a fairly strong monarchist myself, | did not feel that the decision
the Government of Yukon took to issue a statutory holiday was
the correct one. I’'m not convinced that a stat holiday almost
specifically for government workers was the right course of
action. | appreciate that other jurisdictions took this path as well,
but | found the arguments of jurisdictions like NWT,

Saskatchewan, and Ontario more compelling. | would have
preferred seeing the Yukon follow those jurisdictions.

Further, I did want to note my disappointment at the missed
opportunity for Yukon to institute Platinum Jubilee medals to
mark the Queen’s 70 years on the Canadian throne. I won’t
rehash those arguments further from the previous Sitting, but |
will simply point to those arguments and let those stand on this
matter.

Prince Edward Island, Nova Scotia, New Brunswick,
Manitoba, Alberta, and Saskatchewan all instituted medals that
recognize citizens who have made a significant contribution to
Canada, and | very much regret that the Yukon did not follow
suit.

Now, having said all that, let me turn toward matters at
hand, which, of course, is the supplementary budget before us
today.

First of all, | think that it is impossible to consider this
supplementary budget without first reflecting on the context
within which it was tabled. The so-called elephant in the room
— as one member of the media said to me last week during our
pre-session interviews — was the Premier’s announcement that
he is resigning as Premier, pending a leadership election within
the Liberal Party. This means that, within the next while, the
Yukon will have a new Premier and the current Premier will
step away from territorial politics.

It was a fairly significant announcement and one that has
real ramifications for the business of the Legislature, the public
service, and, of course, Yukoners in general.

So, | was a bit surprised, to say the least, that the Premier
did not mention a word of this in his second reading speech last
week. He took time to offer the royal family his sympathies, but
did not mention his early-September announcement of his
coming resignation. The speech that he read last week seemed
to be a standard, fairly wooden supplementary budget speech
that was probably written entirely by communications staff in
the Department of Finance, which completely ignored the most
significant political development in the territory since the last
election — the Premier’s pending resignation.

Unfortunately, this fits within a pattern of poor
communication, which has veered from seemingly
disorganized to outright irresponsible. It has been now well
over a month since the Premier hastily called a press conference,
the day after Queen Elizabeth died. Since then, we have not
learned anything more about what Yukoners should expect
through this process. We don’t have the date of the Premier’s
resignation or when the new Premier will take over. We don’t
know the process by which the next leader will be chosen. Will
it be by convention? Will it be a typical ballot process? We just
don’t know — perhaps something else.

In fact, the almost total silence from the Premier and the
party on these matters is quite surprising. If this was a normal
party leadership election, it would be one thing, but this is
bigger than that, Mr. Speaker. This is about who is going to be
the next Premier, and with that should come a higher level of
responsibility and a higher level of communication with the
public and the public service. Likewise, when the Premier made
this announcement on the day after the Queen’s death, when
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many other governments were in a media communications
blackout, he also failed to spell out any rules that might be
imposed on his Cabinet regarding the leadership election.

This prompted the Leader of the Third Party and me to
eventually issue a joint statement on the matter. We jointly took
the position that sitting Cabinet ministers should step away
from their portfolios to ensure that ministers cannot use their
positions, or the resources of their departments, to campaign for
leader. This is standard practice everywhere else in Canada.

In fact, we have two perfect examples right next door in
Alberta and BC that are in one case underway and in one case
is recently concluded.

Following our comments about this, the former Clerk of
the Yukon Legislative Assembly offered his thoughts to the
CBC in an interview on September 12, and here’s what he said
— and I quote: “There’s a sort of an expectation in Canadian
politics that, when a Cabinet minister is running for the party
leadership, they resign their Cabinet portfolios for a couple of
reasons — one, because you don’t want the perception to be out
there that they’re using their Cabinet position to enhance their
leadership prospects. The other thing is that once a person is
involved in a leadership campaign, the time and effort that they
are putting into the leadership campaign is time and effort that
they are not putting into being a Cabinet minister. So, the
expectation is that they would resign their Cabinet
responsibilities.”

Since that time, the Premier has indicated that he will not
be imposing any rules of any kind on sitting Cabinet ministers
who run to replace him. He said that it’s not technically against
the law, so he will leave it to them and hope that they all behave
responsibly.

Allin all, Mr. Speaker, when we consider the timing of the
announcement, the failure to set a time, the failure of the party
to establish rules, the failure of the Premier to communicate
with Yukoners on all of this, the entirety of how this was
handled by the Premier has been profoundly irresponsible.

It is within this self-generated climate of instability and
uncertainty that we see this current supplementary budget
tabled, which presents the next problem. At some point, we as
legislators, the public service, and Yukoners in general will
need to start asking questions about the future of the Yukon —
how to address the health human resources crisis, how to pay
for the Canada Winter Games, how to help our economy
recover from the pandemic — and the reality is that the current
Premier won’t be able to answer those questions in any
meaningful way because he won’t be around to make those
decisions; he already has one foot out the door.

This is why | previously described this situation as
untenable. Unfortunately for us, the only way this will be
resolved in any way will be for the current Premier to exercise

some sort of leadership and provide Yukoners with some clarity.

However, it remains to be seen whether the current Premier is
capable of that.

That brings me to how we will be proceeding through this
supplementary budget. As always, we will proceed through
second reading and then get into general debate. However,
given that there are only four departments with appropriations

in the supplementary budget, that means that we will need to
ask questions of other departments during general debate.
These include some significant issues and large departments —
Health and Social Services, Education, and Highways and
Public Works, just to name a few.

Recognizing the situation, | hope that the Premier will
allow ministers of those departments without appropriations in
this supplementary to stand up and answer questions directed
to them over the course of general debate. | know that, in the
past, this has not always been the case.

With that, | will conclude. I have a number of more specific
questions and concerns that | will raise in Committee of the
Whole in general debate. | certainly look forward to getting into
general debate to ask those questions that | have referenced and
ask some of the questions that, unfortunately, the current
Premier will be unable to answer. | hope to learn more from his
ministers as opposed to simply having the Premier read briefing
notes for the duration of general debate. With that, | look
forward to getting into Committee of the Whole.

Hon. Mr. Clarke: | am pleased to rise this afternoon to
respond to Bill No. 206, also known as the first supplementary
estimate for the 2022-23 fiscal year.

Before talking about our business, | would like to say a few
words about the ongoing war in Ukraine. | unequivocally
condemn Russia’s recent brutal missile strikes on civilian
targets in Kyiv, Lviv, and other areas in the country, including
far from the eastern front. One of the missiles hit a playground
in downtown Kyiv. These retaliatory attacks come as Ukrainian
forces have had some notable successes in their
counteroffensive against the Russian invaders, including
attacking the Kerch bridge, which Russia used to solidify its
hold on the illegally annexed Crimea.

As we begin the Fall Sitting of the Yukon Legislative
Assembly, it is an important time to remind ourselves that we
are so incredibly fortunate to be living in peace in Canada and
in the Yukon and to be free from the wanton brutality and mass
murder that Ukrainian citizens are currently suffering.

As the air raid sirens continue, | salute the bravery and
resiliency of the Ukrainian people as they face this illegal and
barbarous invasion. I say to them: “Slava Ukraini.”

Mr. Speaker, | will move to the balance of my comments.
Thank you for the House’s indulgence.

The importance of camping for many Yukoners is
immeasurable. Living in the Yukon, our enjoyment of our vast
and beautiful wilderness constitutes a huge part of the lives of
many Yukoners. | do not have the finalized data for the 2022
camping season, which closed on September 30, but | can say
with pride that the 2021 season set a new record for
campground use by Yukon residents at more than 36,000
campsite visits. | am, of course, hopeful — we are all hopeful
— that we can set a new record this year. This was the second
year of the new longer camping season that we introduced
through the Yukon Parks Strategy.

We are also working on new park regulations. This past
summer, we engaged the public, First Nation governments,
indigenous  groups,  environmental  non-governmental



2136

HANSARD

October 11, 2022

organizations, and stakeholder organizations to help develop
modern park and campground regulations.

The proposed park regulations are intended to achieve
three major outcomes: (1) to ensure public safety and to
improve the quality of visitor experiences, (2) to protect natural
and heritage values, and (3) to provide efficient operation and
administration.

As our park system continues to grow and evolve, we too
must adapt by modernizing our legislative tools to align them
with user expectations and to allow for proper management and
enforcement.

I would like to specifically touch on how we have
improved the Yukon government campground infrastructure
this year. New playgrounds were installed at the Pine Lake,
Yukon River, and Klondike River campgrounds. The boat
launch at Tagish River bridge was replaced, with additional
boat launch replacements currently underway at the Twin
Lakes, Frenchman Lake, Nunatuk, and Ethel Lake
campgrounds, which are scheduled to be completed for the
spring of 2023.

For those who enjoy mountain biking, in partnership with
Carcross/Tagish First Nation’s notable Singletrack to Success
program, a new trail at Conrad campground was completed.
This initiative is boosting the local economy by way of
providing the Carcross area with yet another additional high-
quality mountain bike trail.

As well, a new general use trail was designated at the Twin
Lakes campground, and we have also completed a new
interpretive trail at the Tombstone Territorial Park and a new
pedestrian bridge was installed at the Fox Lake campground in
September to access walk-in tenting sites.

As well, a retaining wall is being constructed at Five Mile
Lake campground just outside of Mayo along the day use area
to improve beach access, scheduled to be completed in mid-
October. Campground expansion and site redesign are being
explored at many campgrounds, including Conrad, Wolf Creek,
Pine Lake, Ethel Lake, and Little Salmon.

Speaking of the Pine Lake campground, a couple of weeks
ago, | was in Kluane country, first for the announcement of the
construction of a new and modern, efficient school in Burwash
Landing with Chief Dickson, the Minister of Education, and
elders, as well as the youth of the Kluane First Nation the
following day, which was an inspiring ceremony.

The following day, Mr. Speaker, | was in Haines Junction
for the ribbon-cutting on the completion of the Trans Canada
Trail section from Haines Junction to Pine Lake. | was joined
by Mayor Tomlin, as well as the Member for Kluane and a
number of community members. What a fantastic and beautiful
day that was.

Our Liberal government was pleased to have helped the
Village of Haines Junction to access almost $1 million of its
allotment of the Canada community building fund to complete
this multi-year project to upgrade the Pine Lake trail system.
Also, this year, the Department of Environment and the
Department of Highways and Public Works worked together to
co-contribute the sum of approximately $340,000 in order to

complete this project in this year. I’'m certainly very glad to be
able to assist to get this project across the finish line this year.

We know that this beautiful area is deeply appreciated by
local residents of Haines Junction and well-used by Yukoners
and visitors from around the world to the territory, whether for
fishing, hiking, participating in the annual bike relay, or
countless other outdoor activities. For those staying at the
campground who might want to zip in to Haines Junction, they
can now do that safely without even starting a vehicle. Whether
it is walking, biking, e-biking, scootering, or however they
choose to self-propel themselves, a fine meal at Frosty Freeze
or any of the other fine establishments in Haines Junction
awaits them.

Mr. Speaker, improving trail infrastructure will also help
reduce carbon emissions, as fewer vehicles will be on the road
during the busy camping season with this convenient and safer
option. Considering varied and innovative approaches to
reduce our carbon emissions is a large part of what I do in both
of my portfolios on a daily basis. Climate change is a defining
issue of our time, and the window for meaningful action is short.

In the Yukon, the combination of warming temperatures
and higher levels of precipitation have contributed to extreme
weather events over the past decade. Our Clean Future is the
territory’s roadmap to solve our portion of the climate
emergency. The 10-year strategy was developed in
collaboration with Yukon First Nations, transboundary
indigenous groups, and Yukon municipalities and reflects input
from  Yukoners, non-governmental and community
organizations, industry, and private businesses.

It sets out our collective vision, goals, and values, along
with our strategic objectives over the next 10 years to address
our changing climate. In that regard, | am pleased to share that
the Yukon Climate Leadership Council has provided its final
report to the Yukon government.

This report looks at new pathways to reduce the territory’s
greenhouse gas emissions by 45 percent by 2030, as compared
to 2010 levels. The council has also looked at areas related to
education and awareness, leadership, and capacity building to
support emissions reduction. We look forward to seeing how
the council’s recommendations fit with the Our Clean Future
framework, as we work with our partners to make further
progress in meeting the territory’s 45-percent emissions
reduction target.

We know that investing in renewable fuel sources, such as
solar and biomass, are some of the keys to reducing our
greenhouse gas emissions. We know that investing in
renewable fuel sources, such as solar and biomass, are part of
that path. We are excited to be moving forward this year with
two biomass and two large solar offset projects, which will
offset 780 tonnes of greenhouse gas emissions each year. For
biomass, we are installing a new biomass heating system at
Elijah Smith Elementary School in Whitehorse, and we are also
expanding the biomass heating system at the Whitehorse
Correctional Centre. These two systems alone will reduce
emissions by 500 tonnes each year.

With respect to solar projects, we have awarded contracts
to build two large solar array systems at the Klondike and the
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Ogilvie grader stations on the Dempster Highway, which will
offset more than 100,000 litres of diesel fuel each year and
reduce emissions by 280 tonnes.

In addition, we are also moving forward with two
additional solar energy projects at the Tuchitua and the
Blanchard grader stations, which will be tendered soon.

This is just the start of where our government can go with
renewable energy projects. Additional feasibility studies are
also underway to identify future projects, and I’m excited for
what the future will bring. As we heard today, we are also
tabling a bill to create a clean energy act during the 2022 Fall
Sitting. This bill will propose to legislate greenhouse gas
emission reduction targets and public reporting mechanisms to
ensure long-term climate action accountability and
transparency.

The Clean Energy Act will ensure a continuation of work
across political life cycles, focusing on achieving essential
climate action to meet our greenhouse gas emission reduction
targets. Our Liberal government stands on the right side of
history as we face climate change, and it is imperative that we
codify this for the Yukon for now and for the future. The
proposed act is another tool in the Government of Yukon’s
efforts to reduce our emissions.

Another part of the Clean Energy Act are targets for the
sale of zero-emission vehicles. I’'m proud to say that the
Department of Highways and Public Works is leading by
example by adding zero-emission vehicles to the fleet and
promoting sustainable and suitable vehicle options that will
meet requirements while embracing new vehicle technology.
One of the targets of Our Clean Future is to develop and
implement a system to prioritize and purchase zero-emission
vehicles for all new Government of Yukon fleet acquisitions
where available and suitable. The department, in the future, will
also be tendering for electric trucks, vans, and SUVs to replace
gasoline vehicles wherever appropriate. This will significantly
exceed the targets set in Our Clean Future. These tenders
showcase our government’s climate leadership by signaling the
direction for emission reductions and clean transportation
options.

From the roads we move to the air. Mr. Speaker, | would
like to talk a bit about the work we are doing on the airports and
aerodromes of the territory. The Yukon has 23 registered
aerodromes and five certified airports. We all know that air
service is crucial in the north. It is essential for connecting our
communities, building our economy, and linking the Yukon
with the rest of the world. This is why our government has
invested significant resources to maintain and improve this
category of infrastructure, which includes upgrades to
equipment and facilities.

In the 2021-22 fiscal year, we spent $19.4 million on
aviation-related capital projects. In fiscal year 2022-23, we are
forecasting to spend approximately $56 million on aviation
capital projects.

A good example in the communities is the $2.7-million
runway lighting upgrades at the Mayo airport to ensure that
Yukon’s newest certified airport continues to provide a

transportation link for important services such as medevac,
charter, and commercial flights.

I recently had a good visit in Mayo and had some
productive conversations with the First Nation of Na-Cho Nyék
Dun and the Village of Mayo where we discussed a number of
the infrastructure issues of mutual concern and potential benefit.

Another example is our investment in the Watson Lake
airport in fiscal year 2021-22 to resurface the runway and
portions of the taxiway.

Speaking of Watson Lake, our government worked closely
with Liard First Nation, the Town of Watson Lake, and the
RCMP on priorities around road infrastructure in the area. It
was a pleasure to be in Watson Lake in May to meet with
stakeholders. This summer, new pedestrian crosswalks were
added to the intersection of the Alaska Highway and Robert
Campbell Highway and in front of the Watson Lake Secondary
School. Lighting infrastructure is also in progress to be installed
on the Robert Campbell Highway up to Two Mile Village.

Back to airports, last but certainly not least, we are
investing significantly to upgrade the Erik Nielsen Whitehorse
International Airport. We are currently working on the upgrade
of the parallel runway, reconstruction of the apron concrete
panels, and finishing the resurfacing work on select taxiways.
We expect this work to be done by this fall. We will then be
tendering on the main airport runway project for next year’s
construction season.

This Liberal government continues to make strategic
investments to keep our aerodromes and airports safe and open
for business. As we all know, ongoing maintenance of our
airport infrastructure — all infrastructure, really — roads,
bridges, culverts — is a formidable task in the Yukon,
particularly as we face generally challenging Yukon winter
conditions in addition to the developing impacts of climate
change and its implications on our infrastructure.

We have also inherited a Yukon Party significant
infrastructure deficit and a lack of major upgrades in many
sectors, but particularly in the aviation sector, which we are
now aggressively fixing. These past years have not been easy
for many industries, and for the aviation industry, the
COVID-19 pandemic caused demand to instantly plummet.
Our government recognizes that air carriers provide critical and
essential services, and with federal government assistance, we
have distributed nearly $12 million to support the industry
through this unprecedented turbulence.

We administered this funding to ensure that essential
services and medevac operations continued uninterrupted.
Again, recognizing that the aviation industry plays a key role in
the territory’s economy and quality of life of Yukoners, we are
working to promote interline agreements between the different
air carriers so as to provide a smoother travel experience,
convenient schedules, and seamless travel for those travelling
to and from the Yukon.

We are advocating for these agreements, as they will allow
airlines to operate at a higher capacity and reduce the number
of empty seats on flights. This will increase profitability,
support stability in the local market, and, employing a climate-
change lens, has the potential to meaningfully reduce
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greenhouse gas emissions per passenger. Indeed, fostering a
stable and sustainable aviation sector is a high priority for our
government.

Our Liberal government worked hard to build relationships
to put the territory on a path of prosperity and success. In this
context, I would like to share some of the work by the
Department of Environment that | had the great privilege to
witness this last summer on the Yukon North Slope. Our Fish
and Wildlife branch has been undertaking wildlife research on
the Yukon North Slope for many decades in collaboration with
the Aklavik Hunters & Trappers Committee and the Wildlife
Management Advisory Council (North Slope). We have forged
strong relationships, working together with the Inuvialuit co-
management boards and communities to maintain healthy
wildlife populations and rich habitat on the Yukon North Slope
— for example, habitats for the Porcupine caribou herd that are
a vital subsistence food source for the Inuvialuit and other
northern indigenous people.

An example of collaboration is our collective approach to
the management of Qikigtaruk, also known as Herschel Island
Territorial Park. Qikigtaruk is a world-class park receiving
many visitors and researchers from around the world each
summer. Our joint management of the park provides
opportunities for traditional use, employment for Inuvialuit,
worldwide visitation, and insight into the direct impacts of a
changing climate. | had the honour and privilege of flying over
Herschel Island this summer. | did not have the opportunity to
land, as the landing strip was soggy; it was flooded at the time.

It was also a great privilege to be able to witness that and
also to meet with the Northwest Territories’ Deputy Premier,
Diane Archie, Aklavik community members, members of the
Inuvialuit Game Council, the mayor of Inuvik, Grand Chief
Kyikavichik of the Gwich’in Tribal Council, and others.

Continuing with the Department of Environment, | have
spoken a lot about capital investments today, but | would like
to say a few words about the legislation that our government
will be tabling this fall session.

I would like now to tell the House about the proposed
animal protection and control act. We are developing this new
legislation to provide broader protection and animal welfare. It
will support enforcement when uncontrolled animals threaten
people, property, or the environment. This new act will reflect
the values of Yukoners and meet our duty to provide humane
care and responsible control of companion animals and
livestock. It will also address concerns identified by the Yukon
Fish and Wildlife Management Board and renewable resources
councils by providing tools to prevent feral animals from
damaging the environment. Our government has been working
toward revising this legislation for several years.

In 2018, we engaged Yukoners through a public survey,
received over 900 responses, and held 10 community meetings.
In the fall of 2019, we re-engaged with First Nations,
communities, the agricultural industry, veterinarians, animal
rescue operators, mushers, the Royal Canadian Mounted Police,
and other stakeholders who work with animals. Our
government believes in responsible decision-making. We have
carefully considered valuable input received from Yukoners to

inform the drafting of this new legislation. 1 am excited to
present this modern, progressive legislation in the House in the
coming days.

Returning to Highways and Public Works, | would like to
talk a little bit about our road infrastructure. Over the course of
the summer and fall, | have had the opportunity to travel to
many Yukon communities, and | have been impressed by the
sheer amount of work that is going on throughout the territory,
particularly on the north Klondike Highway. By the end of the
fiscal year 2022-23, the construction of approximately 46
kilometres of road will be complete. Through the federal
government’s national trade corridors fund, the Department of
Highways and Public Works is upgrading critical sections of
the north Klondike Highway over a 10-year period. A total of
209 kilometres between Carmacks and the Dempster Highway
intersection will be completely reconstructed during that time
frame.

Speaking of Carmacks, | very recently had the pleasure to
meet with Chief Tom and the Little Salmon Carmacks First
Nation Council, as well as the Mayor of Carmacks, Lee Bodie.
In Carmacks, we are building a new road and bridge, which will
allow industrial vehicles to bypass the community of Carmacks,
creating a safer flow of traffic for residents. This project will
also improve access to mining activities, while enabling the
Little Salmon Carmacks First Nation to benefit from
contracting, education, and training associated with the project.

Construction of the road and bridge has begun. The
contractor is scheduled to finish approximately 80 percent of
the roadwork and 60 percent of the bridge work this
construction season. The remaining work will be completed
next year.

On Yukon highways, HPW has made some significant
headway in brushing, improving lane markings, removing
hazards in the right-of-way, and installing —

Deputy Speaker (Ms. Blake): Order, please. Out of
time.

Hon. Mr. Clarke: Thank you, Madam Deputy Speaker.
Thank you for the opportunity to provide my comments.

Ms. White: We have heard a bit of discussion in the
Chamber so far about the cost-of-living crisis that we are in,
and the Minister of Highways and Public Works just used the
term “unprecedented turbulence”. Maybe he wasn’t talking
about the current situation, but | would say that many Yukoners
right now are feeling an unprecedented turbulence.

Every day, we have people coming into our offices, and
they are telling us about the impossible choices they are having
to make. I’ve referenced before in the media the senior with
mobility issues who, as we were getting ready for winter, had
to make the decision as to whether or not they were going to
keep their cable package or if they were going to keep that
money aside for food.

The reason I bring this up is that this senior doesn’t have
the ability to really leave the house in the wintertime. They
can’t go on their own; they have to go with supports. So,
although many of us will take it for granted, cable was really
their access to the outside world, and that has been cut. They
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are no longer going to be able to watch what is happening in
the outside world, because they are so concerned about their
groceries. I have to say, I can’t imagine how lonely winter is
going to be at this point in time.

We’ve had discussions today, just talking about the young
people whose privacy was breached through the Department of
Education. | can tell you that the same young people are saying
right now that it’s getting harder and harder to save for that
post-secondary education — the education they are told they
need in order to make it in the world.

We’ve heard a lot from families who are trying to make
decisions right now between cutting their kids’ after-school
programs or not, and it is because they just don’t have the
money they need. They can’t figure out where to get it from,
and they’re trying to make the most responsible decisions that
they can.

Today, we saw a petition tabled, which was signed by
nearly 2,000 Yukoners, talking about pharmacare and talking
about the cost of pharmaceutical prescriptions. The reason why
this is so important is that, on a regular basis, we hear from
people who are having to ration out those critical medications,
because without the additional medical insurance that we are so
privileged in this House to have, they just can’t figure out where
to cut costs to make sure that they can cover that. Nearly 2,000
people in the territory have said that we need to look at how
Yukon covers the cost of prescription medication.

These stories that I’m sure each and every one of us have
heard in one way or the other — maybe the story varies or
maybe the teller is different, but the point is that, right now,
these are stories that are being lived right across the Yukon.
Whether we talk about all the way down in Watson Lake or we
talk about as far up as Old Crow, all the way toward Beaver
Creek, Dawson City, Faro, and points in between, everybody
has a story right now about what they are trying to do to survive
this unprecedented turbulence.

When we add these stories up, we know that recently the
Liberals have offered up help. There have been a whole
plethora of programs announced, but we know right now that it
sounds like a dime when Yukoners really need a dollar. You
might now think that this budget that we’re getting ready to
debate would be an opportunity to discuss these programs, but
that’s not the case.

A budget is an opportunity to direct where you think
money should go and who it should support, and a
supplementary budget is an opportunity near the end of the
fiscal year to course-correct, if you need to, to offer additional
support if it’s needed. So, we saw a flurry of commitments
made prior to the release of this supplementary budget. Again,
| said that we might have thought these would be included in
the supplementary budget so we could have a conversation
about them and maybe suggest changes or ways to strengthen
them, but they aren’t.

So, not up for debate is the one-time payment for social
assistance recipients. It’s important to point that out because
this government is still refusing to review the base rate for
social assistance, and they have been for the last six years.
People are falling deeper and deeper into poverty. You would

have maybe thought that up for debate would be the one-time
payment to seniors, but it’s not. We’re not going to debate that,
and | bring this up because so many seniors right now need
more than a one-time payment. So many of them are sitting on
Yukon Housing Corporation wait-lists because rents have gone
unregulated, or they’re trying to figure out how the pioneer
utility grant is going to change. There have been changes, but
it’s important to note that if you’re a single person who earns
$60,000 a year, or you’re a couple who earns a collective
$60,000 a year, you’re treated differently. The couple receives
more money toward their utilities than a single person does. It’s
an interesting one, because | ask you: Is my house less warm if
I’m there by myself than if there are two of us there?

I guess the government can answer those questions.

You know, we don’t get a chance to debate the rebate for
the fuel wood that has come forward. The interesting thing is
that this rebate is only good for folks who purchase their
firewood from suppliers, but it doesn’t help those going to
collect the wood themselves, because those folks are still
paying higher gas rates and they’re still having to drive farther.
Although this rebate came out and it sounds great, what it’s
really doing is failing to fix the core issue, which is access to
supply. If you can’t access firewood, then it’s going to be really
hard to heat your house. So, what we saw was the Liberals
offering band-aid solutions when really what we’re asking them
is to be brave and bold enough to review these programs and to
make sure that what we do is we take the people who are the
most adversely affected right now by that cost of living — those
increases — and make sure that they can survive.

So, with this budget, we know that the government is
forecasting a $33-million surplus; $33 million could go a really
long way to support the Yukoners who need it the most. I’'m not
saying to spend all of it — I’m not that naive — but | am saying
that some of that money could definitely be spent. Part of the
surplus could — and in my mind, should — be given back to
Yukoners.

Recently, as the NDP, we proposed a real inflation-relief
program that could be set up to ease some of that financial
pressure that Yukoners are facing. We proposed a $500
payment with a sliding scale for households earning up to
$100,000 a year. Then what we said is that we would be
committed to looking at this program in six months, and if the
situation wasn’t better for people, then we would do it again.
So, between $500 and $250, depending on the household
income. We believe that this money could go a long way in
helping people who are struggling to pay the bills right now.

Another measure that we proposed is to immediately
increase the base amount of the child benefit to reflect today’s
cost of living and then to index it to inflation because, in the
Yukon, the child benefit is not indexed to inflation, and worse,
it hasn’t been increased since 2015. Although this is a federal
program, Yukon has the ability to make these changes, but we
aren’t. We’re not making those changes. So, this means that
families have been receiving the same amount for years while
the cost of everything continues to rise. In this Assembly, we
often hear about how kids are the future of the territory, and of
course we agree, but if we truly believe that kids are the future
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of the territory, then we should make sure that they have the
best possible start in life.

If increasing the child benefit by $172 helps that, then why
hasn’t the government done that? Why haven’t they made
changes since 2015? Keeping in mind, of course, that the
government has been the government since 2016.

We also believe that our most vulnerable Yukoners should
also not just get a one-time payout, but they should have an
adjustment to social assistance that reflects the cost of living. |
have been in this Chamber, | would say, for 11 years today, but
[ didn’t come in on the day I was elected, but I’'m going into my
12" year. Today — I don’t know if I say that I boldly enter the
12" year, but I was elected 11 years ago today, and there hasn’t
been one single legislative Sitting where the NDP has not called
for a review of social assistance rates — 11 years.

My colleague, Jan Stick, when she was the Health and
Social Services critic, she asked for that. In 2016, | became the
Health and Social Services critic, and | asked for that. Now, of
course, the Member for Vuntut Gwitchin, as the Health and
Social Services critic, is asking for a review of social assistance
rates. It has not been done since 2007. So, the base amount of
social assistance has not been reviewed since 2007, and | have
been here since 2011, and | have asked two separate majority
governments to do it. Now I'm asking a minority to do it,
because we know that social assistance rates are falling far from
capturing the financial reality of living in the Yukon today.

It would be fantastic if | could say that things have changed
and changed so much that people on social assistance are living
large and maybe we should roll it back, but that’s not the case.
So, since 2007, there have been no changes.

The total cost of these supportive programs would be well
within the projected surplus of this government’s budget, and |
hope — I mean, I’'m looking forward to someone coming back
and saying that | was wrong with my $7.2-million calculations.
That will be fine. I’'m looking forward to it being costed; that
would be great. | mean, an office of six compared to the entire

public service — it would be really good to have that come back.

I’m hoping that when it comes back, it comes back with the
understanding that what we’re asking is on behalf of Yukoners.

It was really interesting. There was the first-day scrum, and
there was the question about what changes you have seen with
inflation. What have you had to do? What have you had to
change? | kind of veered off course there, and then | really gave
my head a shake, and I was like, actually, I’'m really fortunate.
The privilege of my position dictates that | am very fortunate. |
am so incredibly fortunate, but not every Yukoner is in this
position.

Not everybody has their salary tied to inflation
automatically. Not everybody has access to private health
insurance. Not everybody has the same programs or access that
we do. Not everybody earns the money that we do. My
privilege is that | have to worry less than my neighbours, but it
doesn’t mean that I don’t worry for my neighbours.

When we brought forward these programs, it was with
these stories that we have heard from people coming in and
telling us these stories. That’s why we brought forward these
programs. We are not talking about band-aid measures or about

improving public images; what we are really talking about is
helping Yukoners get by this winter and do better in the future.

A government that can’t be bothered to help people in their
time of need is a government that has lost its way.

While we do get to debate a previous announcement of an
electricity rebate — not the most recent announcement, but the
previous announcement for the same program — we still
question the government’s refusal to make a private corporation,
which has over-earned millions of dollars from Yukoners, give
all of that money back to those same Yukoners. More than that,
why do they not insist that the problem be fixed that allowed it
to happen in the first place? It’s called a “general rate
application”. It’s a full review.

Today, we had a ministerial statement on a new
community services building in Faro, which is fantastic, but
there was no mention of the government’s plan to support
unincorporated communities without fire departments. What
happened to this government’s commitment to implementing
recommendations from last year’s review of fire suppression
and rescue resources distribution? As a matter of fact, which of
those 104 recommendations does this government support?
One hundred and four recommendations: we don’t know where
we are going with them right now. I shouldn’t say that. I’'m sure
someone in the department knows, but as the general
population, we’re not sure where we are going with those 104
recommendations, so that would be good to know. | look
forward to knowing.

What about the fire suppression in a box that has been
highlighted by this government as a solution? You know, for
those on the fringes of society? | would say that any solution
right now would be great, but when will communities see these
solutions on the ground?

Keno was so desperate for something to happen that they
bought themselves a fire truck. That is a lot. They pooled their
money together to buy a fire truck. People can have opinions as
to whether it is good or bad, but that’s not the point. The point
is that, out of desperation, the community of Keno, which lost
two important buildings to them, bought a fire truck in response
to the lack of government support. They were willing to go with
the fire suppression in a box, but they were waiting, and nothing
was happening.

You know, the Minister of Highways and Public Works
talked about his visit to Carmacks, and | am sure that he would
have heard from the First Nation then about the importance of
a swimming pool, how important it is for kids to learn how to
swim in a community by a river, how it is not just about
recreation, but it is actually life-saving. You know, when we
were at that meeting with representatives of the Little Salmon
Carmacks First Nation and they were telling us stories about
being on the swimming team and what that meant, there is the
reality that swimming is more than something that should just
happen in Whitehorse and it is more than something that should
just happen seasonally.

It is interesting, because when we went to the community
of Ross River — | was there at just about the end of summer,
and at that point in time, they had been promised — they had
been promised — that the pool was just about going to be open,
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just about going to be open. By that point in time, they had
already missed most of the season. | can tell you that, in my
personal experience, | went to Ross River to do a bike
instruction with kids, and you know, it just so happens that,
when it’s plus-28 out, you can’t really compete with a
swimming pool, and | could see kids until the pool opened, but
then they would switch; they would go back to the pool.

You know, one of the things that we heard when we were
in Faro is the importance of having an all-season outhouse. |
think in 2012 was the first time | talked about an outhouse
publicly, and | thought that was going to be the weirdest thing
ever, but it turns out that, you know, talking about bathroom
facilities as an elected person is pretty normal.

So, the community of Faro and the community of Ross
River — when you leave those communities, there is not access
to a public bathroom until you get to Carmacks. And they said,
“What about elders? What about older folks? What about
people who really need a safe place to go? They can’t just go
beside the vehicle in a snow bank. So, what about an all-season
outhouse?” They had some ideas about where it could go — not
going into the campground, because obviously the campground
is closed and inaccessible, but like one at a pullout. They would
really like to see an all-season outhouse. It seems like that
would definitely fit within the $33 million that we’re talking
about having as a surplus.

| talk about — | have talked — because despite the fact
that | ride bicycles all the time, | only started riding my bike to
work last year. So, I refer to myself as a “born-again commuter”,
but I can say that, for example, the Minister of Highways and
Public Works was just up, and he was talking about active
transportation and his opportunity with the environment file. It
is interesting, because the most unsafe part of the Millennium
Trail — which is like, | would say, the superhighway of active
transportation in the City of Whitehorse — the most unsafe part
of the Millennium Trail actually is owned by the Yukon
government. If anyone wants to know, they can go take a look
at the wooden deck outside of the tourism information building,
and they can see the non-slip paint that was painted — and |
really appreciate that it got painted this year in summertime, but
it is almost gone.

The non-slip paint that is actually very slippery in the
wintertime got applied earlier in the season, which is fantastic,
but it is still slippery. It is still really slippery. The safest way
to deal with that problem — | send a letter every season — is
actually replacing the decking — getting rid of the wooden
decking that is very slippery and putting in bitumen, just like
the rest of the trail. That would be fantastic.

There are interesting things. We could talk about the
reconstruction of the Alaska Highway. People in my
neighbourhood in Takhini North would like to see an underpass
between the neighbourhood and the ski trails. One was put in,
in a neighbourhood that was far less close to activity things than
my neighbourhood, but I'm hopeful. They would like to see
sound suppression, because despite what anyone says, when the
house was built in the 1950s by the army and despite that the
highway was always going to be there, there are issues. There

are issues now. The highway in the 1950s is substantially
different from the highway in the 2020s.

There is a condo complex in my neighbourhood just off the
highway. It gets flooded out every spring. Every single spring
it gets flooded out, and it’s an easy solution. The Yukon
government could work on the drainage around that building;
they could do it, and then they wouldn’t get flooded again. That
would be fantastic, but it hasn’t happened yet. It hasn’t
happened yet, but we have seen a forestry building that has
allowed water to flood out neighbours in behind. A really big
congratulations and thank you to the folks at Property
Management who have been making sure that they have been
suctioning that water away from the back of that lot and not
flooding out their neighbours. I really appreciate that.

So, there are all sorts of things across the territory where
there are examples of things that government can do to make
lives better for people. What | really want to do is see those
actions being taken. Whether we are talking about reviewing
social assistance rates or removing slippery decking, there is an
opportunity — building outhouses between Carmacks and Faro
— to make lives better for Yukoners, and that is what | would
like to see.

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: It is a pleasure to be on my feet this
afternoon responding to the supplementary estimates for
2022-23, Bill No. 206. | have been around the communities a
lot this summer talking to people in Whitehorse West and
throughout the Yukon. This afternoon, for a few minutes, | will
talk about my riding and constituents and perhaps eggs, but as
I moved around the territory this summer, I’ve been thinking a
lot about the conversation | had with Peter Jenkins in
Anchorage a few years ago. Actually, it really wasn’t a few
years ago; on reflection, it was actually decades ago. Let’s be
honest, Mr. Speaker, when | was talking to Peter, many of the
opposition — not all, but some of them — hadn’t even entered
high school yet.

I was at Anchorage for a tourism launch — direct flights
from Whitehorse. And on this evening, Peter, Karen, and | were
in a restaurant overlooking the city. Peter turned to me and said,
“Richard, do you know what Alaska’s state bird is?”” I admitted
I did not; I was a young man who didn’t know where he was
going. But he turned around in his seat, gestured to the skyline
the restaurant overlooked, and said, “It’s the crane.” Peter then
went on to express his admiration for the amount of building
construction happening in the state at the time.

Travelling around the territory this summer, Mr. Speaker,
I wonder if Peter might be thinking the same thing if he was
driving, as I was. There’s a lot going on in the territory these
days, and there are cranes on our skyline as we move the
territory forward. We have almost full employment. Wages are
up. Contractors have told me they can take employees through
a full apprenticeship based on the work in progress and
chronicled in our five-year capital plan. Through the pandemic
and beyond it, we saw incredible economic growth, in no small
part due to my colleagues’ nation-leading business supports
during COVID.
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I can tell you things are a lot different in Ontario. | was
there for the opening of the Canada Summer Games this
summer. | can tell you stores and restaurants are permanently
closed and papered-over windows are common on downtown
main streets. We’ll talk about housing and lot development this
afternoon, but much of the pressure we’re seeing there is caused
by our population growing at unprecedented levels. Now, a
problem is a problem, to be sure, but issues caused by white-
hot economic and population growth are far better than those
that come with an economy that’s in recession, as we saw less
than 10 years ago under the Yukon Party.

All right. So, where are we with this supplementary budget?
We’re proposing to spend about $26 million more than what we
first thought we would a few months ago. This is all to run the
government, not to build new capital projects. As the Premier
noted last week, that spending will draw down the predicted
surplus $6.5 million to $33 million.

So, how can we spend $26 million more than predicted and
only draw down the surplus $6.5 million? Well, because we
saw revenue increase $18 million more than we predicted in the
spring. Where is the lion’s share of this spending going? Most
of it has fallen on the shoulders of Community Services. A huge
chunk of the spending this summer is coming as a result of man-
made climate change.

As | have said before in my previous role of Minister of
Highways and Public Works, climate change is real, it is
expensive, and | have the receipts to prove it. As part of this
bill, the department is seeking $20.2 million to address ongoing
emergency needs that we have seen in response to climate
change. We’re now seeing extreme weather events that
challenge what we have come to know and expect when it
comes to fires and flooding in the Yukon. These events have
become more common.

Unfortunately, it has been an intense summer for
Community Services. It will come as no surprise that many
resources were put into another record year of flooding, as well
as dealing with forest fires during the early part of the summer.
I’1l start with flooding.

It was a worse year than the Southern Lakes flood of 2021,
although few people on the streets would probably think that,
and here’s why: Many of the flood defences remained in place
from the previous year in Marsh Lake, so that, coupled with the
moderately lower levels of water, we had less severe high-water
events in that region. Unfortunately, this year, the rest of the
territory saw record levels of snowpack and water levels, which
led to flooding in nine communities in 2022, many of them
record floods. Particularly hard hit were Upper Liard, Teslin,
and Carmacks. For our relatively small team in Community
Services, getting supplies and support to communities
throughout the Yukon was an incredible logistical challenge.
Thankfully, our civil servants were well-prepared with
materials being pre-positioned earlier in the spring for the
expected flooding events. Protective Services also invested in
two sandbag machines, and these were used continually
throughout the Yukon in June and July.

We also saw some municipalities, like Teslin, really handle
their flood response extremely well, and that actually freed up

resources for Community Services to go to some other
communities that had even more struggles.

| also want to put on the record that we’re grateful to
Yukon First Nations Wildfire for their significant contributions
to the flood and fire responses this past spring and summer. We
have a great partnership with them, and it’s only getting
stronger over time.

At the moment in the supplementary budget, $3.8 million
is earmarked for flood-related expenses, particularly for
response efforts needed in Teslin, Carmacks, Ross River, and
Upper Liard. There may be some financial assistance from the
federal government, but how much and when remains to be
seen.

Now, no sooner had the team at Community Services
achieved some respite from the flood emergency throughout the
territory than an unprecedented weather event led to more than
21,000 lightning strikes across the territory. The lightning
caused 20 new fires a day at its peak, and there were 136 fire
starts in late June and early July. This wasn’t a record fire year
— itwas certainly higher than average — but the thing that was
most challenging for Community Services was that many of the
fires occurred near communities, infrastructure, and other high-
value targets.

| applaud the handling of evacuation alerts. Road and
bridge closures and other events this summer were extremely
challenging for the team. We had support from BC and Alberta
as well. I applaud the residents, firefighters and first responders,
communities, and public servants across the territory who
navigated this difficult season so well.

From preparation to mitigation to cleanup, this work is
critical to ensuring that our communities and their residents
continue to be protected from the ongoing risks and challenges
of climate change, including increased flooding and this more
challenging fire activity.

What we are seeing is a change in our summers. |
encourage all travellers moving through this incredible territory
to be self-sufficient, as many are in the winter. Carry food,
water, and gear that may be helpful if you are stranded while
travelling to your destination. As I said, we do this in the winter
routinely, but now we have to start looking at this in the
summertime. | encouraged this during the summer this year,
and | am doing it again. Keep a kit at home, and when you are
travelling, make sure you have the gear you need to be self-
sufficient for a few days.

Now, as | said, the fires were close to our communities and
infrastructure this summer. Fighting these fires was costly.

So, $16 million of the new spending that we are asking for
in this supplementary budget is required to cover wildland fire
costs associated with this more active fire season this summer.
This includes costs associated with clean-up efforts happening
this fall.

Now, as I’ve said, climate change is contributing to these
events.

Our government declared a climate emergency in 2019 and
released Our Clean Future in 2020. It’s a nation-leading, 10-
year strategy to deal with climate change, energy, and building
a green economy. The priorities and goals of the incredible plan
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were developed in collaboration with Yukon First Nations,
transboundary indigenous groups, and Yukon municipalities.
The strategy reflects input from Yukoners, non-governmental
and community organizations, industry and private businesses,
and First Nations and municipal governments. It is truly a
Yukon strategy for tackling climate change, and it is helping to
move our territory forward as we navigate the complexities and
real-world impacts of climate change.

At all levels of government, we must plan for extreme
weather events by creating communities resilient to wildfire
and climate change and by investing in infrastructure that
protects us from climate disasters.

This means increasingly managing forest fuels and
creating wildfire-resilient communities through firesmarted
areas and fuel breaks. This is why are also including $400,000
to enhance First Nation FireSmart projects with areas that have
already been identified. In flood-prone communities, it will be
important to consider infrastructure improvements, permanent
dikes and breakwaters, and raising roads and highways to an
adequate height to protect them against rising water. Some of
that work has already been started by Highways and
Community Services, but more work needs to be done. We are
going to continue to do that work over the coming months and
years.

As we think about the future, we must take into account the
changes to our climate, landscape, and environment as we plan
for our communities and our infrastructure. This is why we
continue to move the ball forward on tackling climate change,
reducing greenhouse gas emissions, and building resilient
communities. Two of these major efforts include:
regionalization of landfills and the Better Buildings program.
Regionalization includes the closure of unregulated transfer
stations. That is moving forward in concert with our municipal
partners. As you all know, many people feel very strongly about
this and we have heard them, but at the end of the day, we need
to protect our environment and better manage the waste that we
are producing. As my good colleague from the beautiful Mount
Lorne-Southern Lakes and | have often said, we are creating
more garbage than ever before, and we really do need to
manage it better.

We have heard that the Yukon Party is vehemently against
closing rural unregulated dumping stations. The environment
has never been on their list of priorities. They have
demonstrated this through their efforts to mine the Peel and,
more recently, undermine carbon pricing, even though they
campaigned for it during their last election. The New
Democratic Party is also opposed to the closure of transfer
stations. | am a little bit more surprised about that since they
generally are climate and environmental champions. For them
to demand continued unregulated dumping of all sorts of nasty
substances in these unregulated dump sites is, to me, frankly
surprising.

The Better Buildings program is also moving ahead. As
stated before, this program will enable homeowners and
commercial property owners to access low-interest financing to
undertake energy retrofits. The program is in its final stages of
development as we work to establish municipal and client

agreements. | have been speaking with municipalities across
the territory on my community tour. Those are proceeding and
we hope to have news on that in the coming weeks. As |
understand it, the Climate Change and Energy Solutions Centre
is excited in gearing up to deliver this program to Yukoners
very soon.

As | said, people want to move to the territory. There is a
lot of pressure to create more housing — of course, we have
heard that, and we’re continuing to advance that file,
particularly in Whistle Bend, which has about another five to
seven years’ worth of development. We made a promise to get
out 1,000 lots over our term in office, and this remains our
target. This fall and coming winter, we’re working toward
tendering at least two new phases, a lift station, landscaping
projects, and stormwater work, which will be completed next
year.

We are moving into high gear on this file. | recently
undertook a tour of Whitehorse. 1 know the city council also
took a tour recently. It’s amazing how many new developments
are happening across Whitehorse and throughout rural Yukon
as well. Just this year, we’re confident we’ll see 200 lots
developed in Whistle Bend by the end of the year, and in the
meeting that | had with city and First Nation officials this
morning, with my good colleague, the housing minister, we
learned that more than 288 building permits have been issued
this fall, up from 187 last year and 150 the previous year. So,
we are making progress on this file.

It’s also important to note that the shift does not happen on
a whim. It has taken a herculean effort on the part of
Community Services, the Yukon Housing Corporation, and
Energy, Mines and Resources to advance this file, and it has
been consistent over many years. These things don’t happen
overnight. We have been working on these issues, on these files,
for years now, and we’re starting to see the fruits of that labour.

I know that the Minister of Energy, Mines and Resources
would agree that we owe our teams a ton of gratitude, and that
hard work has not gone unnoticed.

Mr. Speaker, | had the pleasure of going to the Summer
Games this summer and participate in the opening ceremonies.
It was incredible to see our athletes and the enthusiasm of the
teams across the country, but | think that there is particular
enthusiasm in Yukon, which literally glowed under the lights
of that opening ceremony in Niagara. It’s important that we
went, because we wanted to see and gear up for our bid to host
the 2027 Canada Winter Games.

This story continues to be written, as we work with Ottawa,
but I remain hopeful that the games will be hosted here in
Whitehorse in 2027. This will be a huge benefit for the Yukon,
for Yukon youth, the City of Whitehorse, the Yukon’s business
community, Yukon University, and the territory as a whole —
our First Nations. The benefits from hosting this event will be
extraordinary for the territory, much as they were in 2007, when
we became the first jurisdiction north of 60 to host the event.

We are going to see not only new infrastructure, but new
housing, as well, tied to this bid — an unprecedented housing
investment. So, it is going to be great for the city and the
territory, and | want to thank the City of Whitehorse for recently
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voting this move forward with near-unanimous consent. | was
pleasantly surprised to learn that most of the council is united
in support of this event, which garners national recognition and
provides so many spinoff benefits to our community.

| also want to thank the many, many people who have
worked to get the bid that we submitted together, especially
Piers McDonald, head of the Canada Games bid committee.
There has been a ton of people working on this file for more
than a year, and Piers has led that team, and I really can’t thank
them all enough. They have done just an incredible job.

| have two files, Mr. Speaker, including the Yukon
Workers” Compensation Health and Safety Board. I want to
highlight the new Workers’ Compensation Act, which came
into force on July 1. To ensure successful implementation, the
board updated policies, held stakeholder information sessions,
and updated forms and information on its website. | will also
note that this new act came forward without raising rates on a
whole swath of businesses, which could have happened had
votes in the House last spring gone differently.

I want to thank our civil servants out there for all that they
do, day in and day out, to make these things happen.

Yesterday was Thanksgiving, and | was out walking in my
neighbourhood in Whitehorse West, talking to constituents and
sharing some eggs, because | have backyard chickens, and the
new team is producing exceptionally well these days —
producing so many eggs that I can’t actually eat them all. As I
walked the neighbourhood, | spoke to folks about heat pumps,
solar power, and fast-arriving new grandchildren. They spoke
about housing affordability with me and the rental market. They
spoke about the wind and the weird weather that we have been
having in the last couple of weeks, and prepping our yards for
winter. Over the summer, they spoke to me about minority
government, mental health, supply chain issues, the
environment, firesmarting and the Arctic framework,
midwifery, equality, and many, many other issues besides.

I’m honoured to represent that constituency, and I thank
my constituents for their continued support, ideas, and
frequently, more often than not, inspiration. They’re an
incredible group of people, and | am — this has been a highlight
of a career I’ve had — my life’s career, and this is a highlight
of my working life.

So, | want to assure everybody today — as | do in my
neighbourhood and on my community tours — that this side of
the House is firmly focused on building a strong future for
Yukoners, and we’re going to continue that work as long as we
possibly can. | thank you, Mr. Speaker, for the time of the
House this afternoon, and I will conclude my remarks.

Hon. Ms. McLean: It is my pleasure to speak to our
government’s 2022-23 supplementary budget.

| rise today as the MLA for Mountainview, as well as
Minister of Education and the Minister responsible for the
Women and Gender Equity Directorate. As | stand here on the
traditional territories of the Kwanlin Dln First Nation and the
Ta’an Kwich’dn Council, I’'m filled with gratitude but also
focus and commitment to continuing to move the territory
forward.

Mr. Speaker, a tremendous amount of work has taken place
since we were here in the Assembly last spring. Before | share
the details of that work and what it means to Yukoners, I'll take
some time to reflect on a ceremony that took place recently with
me and department officials and our spiritual leader,
Phil Gatensby. This ceremony was to set the intention for
beautiful glass feathers that will be gifted to each of the eight
schools transitioning to the Yukon First Nation School Board.
We took the time to come together and share with one another
the intentions we wanted these feathers to represent. The
ceremony was personal; it was emotional and directed to
Yukon children who will come up through the school system
and those who will support them. Mr. Speaker, | share this story
to acknowledge the spirit and human connection of the work
that is done within these walls and throughout the territory. It
was an honour for me to connect in that way and know the
intention that was set with these feathers will be felt for
generations to come.

Together with our partners, we are reimagining Yukon’s
school system. It took many decades for Yukon’s education
system to become what it is today, and our government is
committed to doing the hard work and the right work to
undertake the system transformation that is needed to continue
to work and move things forward for the benefit of all students
in the Yukon. The department is making system-wide changes
that advance reconciliation and decolonization of education.

We are focused on the important work of recovering from
the pandemic and responding to the Auditor General of
Canada’s report — the review of kindergarten to grade 12
education in the Yukon and the 2021 review of inclusive and
special education. We cannot undertake this transformational
work without our partners and their trust — the trust of
educators, students, and families who are at the heart of the
work we are doing. We need to strike a balance of between
taking actionable progress and taking the time needed to build
trusting relationships.

We must do things differently if we want to see different
results. We are managing all of this important work within our
existing budget resources.

We recognize that the impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic
have not been the same for all students. We are committed to
providing supports for recovery, because the health and well-
being of Yukoners is the foundation of a bright future for our
territory.

We have developed and shared a two-year pandemic
recovery plan that educators are using to support their learners.
The plan focuses on key priorities, including inclusive and
special education, mental health and wellness, numeracy,
literacy, and core competencies. We continue to assess student
learning and are closely monitoring the impacts of the
pandemic on learners’ outcomes. Our budget includes
$400,000 for mental health supports in schools for the 2022-23
budget in recognition of these increased mental health and
wellness needs for students.

We will continue to work with the school councils, First
Nation governments, and partners to determine how best to
coordinate student supports and access to service, provide



October 11, 2022

HANSARD

2145

additional training for school counsellors, enhance student
outreach and awareness, and offer training and supports to
school staff in developmentally responsive approaches to
mental health and awareness of mental wellness needs.

Together with the Chiefs Committee on Education, on
February 14 of this year, we established the new First Nation
School Board. The Government of Yukon, Chiefs Committee
on Education, and the Yukon First Nation Education
Directorate share the common goal of providing high-quality
and culturally appropriate education based on an indigenous
worldview for all Yukon students.

The First Nation School Board how governs eight schools
across the Yukon, with 655 students enroled in these schools.
This is a historic step for Yukon First Nations and their citizens.
The First Nation School Board trustee election will occur in
November 2022. Yukon residents with an ancestral Yukon First
Nation language, along with parents of children attending a
First Nation School Board-governed school, are eligible to run
and vote. The First Nation School Board is enabling Yukon
First Nations to reclaim greater responsibility for the
administration and management of education programs for
students in their communities.

On September 20, | joined the community of Haines
Junction, Dakwakada, in coming together to mark a new era of
education for the St. Elias Community School and First Nation
School Board. This was the first of many ceremonies, as a
number of schools begin the transition to the First Nation
School Board. It was an incredibly moving day that included a
feast, dancing, and singing. It was done in the way of a potlatch.
Students told stories in the language of Southern Tutchone, and
there was a smudge around the entire school. This is where the
first of the eight glass feathers were gifted as a symbol of that
transition to the First Nation School Board.

As part of our ongoing commitment to advancement of
meaningful reconciliation through action, we recently
announced funding for a new public school in Burwash
Landing. Through these investments, we aim to honour the
long-standing request of Kluane First Nation and the school
community and to demonstrate our government’s commitment
to move in this new way through their house of learning in
Burwash Landing, where most of the school-aged children live.

It was a privilege for me to be in the community of
Burwash to make this announcement alongside my colleague,
the Minister of Highways and Public Works. We heard from
elders, and we heard from schoolchildren dressed in their
regalia, who sang songs with us. After the announcement, Chief
Bob Dickson took time to tour us around and show us where
the building will be built, and it is right along beautiful Kluane
Lake.

The Kluane First Nation requested a school to be built in
Burwash Landing more than 100 years ago. Our government is
proud to respond to this long-standing request, and it was an
honour for me to stand alongside Chief Dickson in his
community to announce that it is finally coming to fruition.

We are working with our partners and stakeholders to
reimagine and create schools that are safe, inclusive, and to
build on students’ strengths and ensure that every child feels

connected and supported to thrive. A key initiative that I
recently announced, which is launching this fall, is
ready-to-learn schools, based on the groundbreaking work of
Dr. Bruce Perry’s Neurosequential Model. Ready-to-learn
schools is a program that supports schools effecting positive
change and well-being for all students and staff. The program
is grounded in the understanding that children can only learn
when they feel safe and calm. This model trains teachers and
staff to be developmentally responsive, to recognize that a
child’s chronological age may not match their emotional,
cognitive, or social age. Most importantly, it helps educators to
understand how trauma and toxic stress impacts brain
development, functioning, and learning.

This initiative empowers our teachers and school staff to
understand, honour, support, and guide our children so that they
are ready to learn as they travel along their own unique path
through education.

A key priority and a continuing key driver of our budget is
early learning and child care. Investing in children is a priority
for our government — a key way to improve learners’
outcomes and a core element of our work to make life more
affordable for Yukon families. This program saves Yukon
families up to $700 per child per month. This is an absolute
game changer for Yukon families.

We heard loudly in various engagements on universal
childcare that, in addition to affordability and accessibility for
families, we needed to address quality. We have made great
strides to address the quality by: increasing wages for educators
to some of the highest wages now in Canada; introducing
funding for operators to access comprehensive benefits;
investing in continuing education of educators; and increasing
our funding for program and cultural supports to enhance early
learning programs.

We are investing heavily in professional learning and
development opportunities. We know the importance of
children’s early years and the effect those early years have on
the rest of their lives. It is in these early years that our youngest
learners develop vital physical, cognitive, and social skills
needed to set them on a path to future health and success. | want
to thank all of the people who have been involved in this
important work. The Yukon is now recognized as a national
leader in early learning and childcare. That is great news for
Yukon families and is something that all Yukoners can be
proud of.

There is nothing more important than the well-being,
safety, and protection of students when they are in our care. The
Department of Education has developed a student protection
policy preventing and responding to harm by adults, and related
procedures, in response to action 6 of the safer schools action
plan and its commitment to safeguard students while in the care
of adults while engaged in school activities. The policy and
related procedures outline how staff are to fulfill their
responsibility to prevent, respond, and report alleged or
suspected harm or inappropriate behaviour by adults in order to
foster safe and caring school environments. Implementation of
the policy and related procedures took place with all school-
based staff at the end of September.



2146

HANSARD

October 11, 2022

I am also pleased to reflect on the supplementary budget
from my role as the Minister responsible for the Women and
Gender Equity Directorate. The work of the directorate keeps
equity at the heart of what we do. The work continues to
strengthen the depth of our work to reflect equity of all genders
and sexual orientation. The government continues to move the
Yukon forward with the implementation of the LGBTQ2S+
action plan.

With over 100 action items, the action plan paves a path
forward to end discrimination and improve inclusivity, both
within Government of Yukon services and within the territory
as a whole. The themes of the action plan are health care,
education, youth, community and culture, inclusive governance,
Yukon government as a workplace, public facilities, gender
data, and tourism and culture. As well, it is notable that we
released our plan last July. Canada has now released a
LGBTQ2S+ action plan. Again, a Yukon that leads, I think, is
really evident in so much of the work that we have the pleasure
of being involved in.

| would also like to highlight the important work that is
happening at the directorate to implement Yukon’s missing and
murdered indigenous women and girls and two-spirit-plus
strategy. The Yukon was the first jurisdiction in Canada to
release our response to the National Inquiry into Missing and
Murdered Indigenous Women and Girls, and we continue to
work hard to make the necessary changes. The strategy contains
31 actions in four main paths: strengthening connections and
supports; education and economic empowerment; community
safety and justice; and community dialogue and action. | have
pledged our commitment to end violence against indigenous
women and to work together to implement Changing the Story
to Upholding Dignity and Justice: Yukon’s Missing and
Murdered Indigenous Women, Girls and Two-spirit+ Strategy.

Since the strategy was released, | have worked hard with
the advisory committee to create an implementation plan — the
path that will provide guidance to the strategy. We have worked
really hard together to also identify priority areas. In May, we
had our first accountability forum. We released at that time the
priorities that we think that our partners need to focus on first.
There will be much more to come on this in the next short time
over this fall. | really want to thank all of the partners for
continuing to show up and do the hard work, because there have
been times when it has been very difficult and very triggering
for us as indigenous women to continue to forge this path
forward. We know that many victims of gender-based violence
experience barriers to accessing services.

The sexualized assault response team has broken down
some of these barriers. We are now actively planning
approaches to expand the SART services to communities
beyond Whitehorse. The expansion of SART services into the
communities and enhanced training for support workers for
indigenous culture and values were two key priorities identified
at the Yukon Forum, which my colleagues and I participated in
last week. The Minister of Health and Social Services and of
Justice and | are leading this work together. We are working in
partnership with Yukon First Nations to advance important
work around reconciliation.

As | wrap up my address today on Bill No. 206, the
supplementary estimates, | reflect upon the time I took this past
summer to connect with constituents at various events and
meetings. It was great to again be able to gather in large groups.
A notable event for me this summer was a Kwanlin Din First
Nation community fun day. It was such a nice opportunity to
come together. Hundreds of citizens came together alongside
the RCMP and Kwanlin Diin First Nation. | was able to connect
with people there, listen to the stories, share meals, and take in
some performances by Yukon artists. It was really great to hear
the children laughing again and enjoying our beautiful Yukon
summer that we had.

Recently, | hosted another MLA event — this time a
pancake breakfast at Elijan Smith school, with musical
performances by Matthew Lien and Bria Rose McLean. With
over 100 people in attendance, it was another great way to
connect with constituents and hear how people are doing, find
out what’s important to them, and share the good work that our
government is doing on their behalf and how we are building a
strong future for Yukoners.

We know that safety is an important issue in my riding. |
continue to work with the Mountainview community safety and
wellness committee, which is a working group. This group has
held meetings over the summer, with participation from the
Kwanlin Din First Nation, the RCMP, our community
associations and the City of Whitehorse. The working group
will continue to prioritize community safety, and I look forward
to more of these important discussions.

Finally, all of what | spoke about today has been made
possible with the dedicated support of many groups and
individuals. | would like to thank all of our school staff and all
the folks doing the really good work behind the scenes. | thank
all my colleagues for the support that they continue to give and,
of course, my family for standing by me and supporting me in
this important role. Thank you.

Ms. Tredger: | am pleased to be rising to respond to the
budget today. Of course, as other people have mentioned, there
are many, many things that we would like to discuss in the
Yukon Territory’s broader budget, and most of those aren’t
being appropriated in this supplementary budget, so this is my
opportunity to speak to some of the broader issues that | see in
this budget.

I want to start by talking about housing, because we say it
over and over and over again — we say we’re in a housing crisis;
we talk about the number of people who are homeless; we talk
about the number of people struggling to pay their rent; we talk
about the number of people who can’t find homes.

We talk a lot about numbers, so | want to start by telling a
story. I think it’s really important that, as we sit here in the
Legislature, we remember what’s actually happening for people
outside of this room. So, I want you to imagine that you’re a
senior — that you’re in your 80s and you just got out of hospital.
It has been a scary time and you’re feeling pretty happy to go
home. You're really excited to be sleeping in your own bed for
a change.
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In that bed — that bed that’s your home, that’s your place
of safety — you start to feel bugs crawling on you. You start to
feel them biting you. You start to find them in the sheets, on
your couch, in your baseboards. Imagining that makes my skin
crawl. Standing here in the light, | cannot imagine being awake
at two in the morning, wondering if every twitch of every breath
of air — has something come to bite me or is it just a puff of
air? So, now imagine that you call your landlord for help, and
you’re optimistic because your landlord isn’t just a commercial
landlord; it’s the Yukon government. Their mandate is to
provide housing for you as a senior — to protect you — and
they give you a list of things to do. They tell you: “Yes, we’ll
fumigate. But first you need to clean your baseboards. You
need to vacuum your house. You need to wash everything in
your house.” Imagine being an 86-year-old who has just come
out of the hospital and trying to imagine vacuuming your
baseboard and hauling your couch away from the wall. It’s a
pretty daunting task. It’s a pretty daunting task for someone in
a precarious medical situation.

Then imagine being told, “Well, we can get someone to
help you, but you’re going to have to pay for it.” You’re going
to have to pay to get that extra help to go back to a basic level
of safety in your home.

Imagine, when you talk to people in that department, them
telling you, “It is just like mosquitoes. It is annoying; it is a
nuisance.” I find that pretty hard to imagine, but that is what is
happening. Those are the stories | am hearing. Those are stories
that | have heard recently. Those are stories that | have heard
today; that is what is happening.

| was really interested to see a ruling that came out of
Ottawa about bedbugs and landlords and landlord obligations.
A quote from the ruling — and I quote: “There is no level of
bedbug infestation that is acceptable and can be allowed to
continue indefinitely ... while the landlord pursues only the
cheapest available treatment and does nothing to prevent the
spread of bedbugs to and from other units.” “It is also simply
logical: when one method or approach is not working, it is time
to try another method.”

How long have we been talking about bedbugs in this
Legislature? | have been talking about it since my first day here.
| am pretty sure that it has been talked about for a long time,
and | certainly hope so because it has been going on for a very,
very long time. | know that it is not an easy problem to solve,
but it is time for new methods and new approaches.

Where is the money for that in this budget? I don’t see it.

Itis also — I know that it has been talked about for a long
time, but Safe at Home included it as one of their 10 calls to
action on homelessness. Those were 10 actions that could
happen now. They came out — | think that it has been a couple
of months now. They could happen before winter hits. We are
lucky that we are having a long fall, but winter is coming, and
for anyone who is facing homelessness, it is getting scarier and
scarier.

So, | was really disappointed in this budget not to see new
money that is going to help implement those 10 calls to action.
I think that we often hear the idea from this government that:
“We are doing our best; we are doing our best with the housing

crisis.” But we know that they are not because these are 10 calls
to action from experts — people on the ground, people who are
experts in this material — and those haven’t happened.

Speaking of their calls to action, let’s talk about evictions.
We have talked a lot about evictions without cause, so I won’t
take up more time talking about it now, although that is, I think,
number one on their list. Let’s talk about evictions in Yukon
Housing Corporation units. Imagine, again, being someone
who has faced housing insecurity for a long time, and you are
finally in a unit, you are finally stable — you think this is it.
Maybe you have gotten a little behind — maybe it has been $30
or $50 that you missed on your rent last month — and you get
a notice of eviction on your door. Now, my understanding is
that the department is pretty willing to work with people on
these. They don’t want to evict people; they want to be flexible.
But my question is: Is that told to the tenants?

Do they get that in their notice of eviction? Are they told:
We want to work with you? We want to provide housing for
you? I would have liked to ask the minister, but I know I won’t
get that opportunity in the Budget Address, so | will mention it
here.

I want to talk a little bit more about housing supply. In the
last Sitting, we were told that the Yukon Housing units on
Jeckell would be open in the spring, which it turned out meant
late July. | have been driving back and forth, watching the
progress and seeing the lights come on. | am not actually sure
if there are people in there now. | hope that is the case. | hope
that people are there and, if not, that it is very soon. We need
people in those units.

I wonder what the next big project is. I, of course, have
been disappointed to see that Macaulay Lodge is being sold off,
rather than used for Yukon Housing units. | know that there was
an expression of interest in May, | believe. | would love to hear
an update on that. That’s a really essential piece of land that
could provide a lot of housing. | was very disappointed when |
read the expression of interest and how affordability was not
mentioned once.

I have been talking about housing, because it is so
important. We all know that. It is the basis of everything. If you
don’t have a home, how can you be healthy? How can you be
engaged in your community? How can you make your life
better if you don’t have a place to live? I also want to talk about
our broader home — our collective earth — the Earth. As we
have said so many times, we are in a climate crisis. We saw that
this summer. In case anyone was doubting, | think that the fires,
the floods, and the landslides would be enough to convince
everyone — | really hope.

I was incredibly excited about when the Climate
Leadership Council came out with their report not too long ago.
This is a commitment that was made in the CASA to the NDP,
because we looked at Our Clean Future and we said, that gets
us about halfway to 30 percent. How are we going to get
ourselves to 45-percent reductions? There is clearly not a plan,
and we need one. | was so proud of the Yukoners who came
together, the experts — and when I say “experts”, I mean that
in a very broad way. There were people with expertise from
lived experience, with technical knowledge, and with social



2148

HANSARD

October 11, 2022

knowledge, and they all came together and came out with this
report.

I was so excited and proud of this report. Reports aren’t
always easy to read. We do a lot of it, and | think we forget
sometimes just how complicated they can be. This was a pretty
readable report, in my opinion, and it had so many great ideas.
I heard the Minister of Environment talk about his excitement
about this report, but what’s the next step? We need an
implementation plan.

Now, I didn’t expect to see funding to implement those
recommendations in this supplementary budget, because it did
just come out recently. I think that’s fair enough, but is there
funding for the creation of an implementation plan? That’s
something we would have seen coming. Or can it be managed
within the department’s resources? Do we have a deadline for
when we expect an implementation plan or a formal response
to the report? I think there’s two really important pieces to
responding to that report. One, they actually provided
recommendations to get us further than 45-percent reductions.
So, we need to pick some of those. Which ones are we going to
do? Which ones are we going to prioritize?

They also included a number of recommendations that
don’t have specific greenhouse gas reductions associated with
them, but are broader concepts, like leadership and capacity. |
am hoping that this government will create a formal response
to those recommendations. Are they going to implement them?
If not, why not? If they are, then how?

Speaking of responses to panels on climate change —
because | think the reports are starting to pile up and what we
need is action — the Youth Panel on Climate Change — in the
spring, the Minister of Environment told me that there’s a
commitment to work through these recommendations and to
respond. In that conversation, I had said, “Well, I’ve already
seen a letter from the Premier to the Youth Panel, but is there
going to be a further response?” He said yes. I haven’t heard
about it. Is it coming? | hope so, because those youth worked
incredibly hard, and they haven’t had — their
recommendations have not yet had their fair consideration in
response. So, | look forward to that.

What about the wetlands policy? It’s supposed to be out in
2022 — was the plan. So, the clock is ticking. I’ve talked a lot
with various ministers in this House about the degradation of
carbon sinks. So, when we’re talking about climate change,
there’s the greenhouse gases we produce, but every time we dig
up a wetland, for example, or disturb peat, we get carbon
released into the atmosphere, and that counts too. That also
contributes to climate change. Generally, I’ve been told that
estimating the effects of that — like how much carbon is
released — is really hard. So, is there money to do it? Where is
the money to figure that out and to figure out how it’s being
released, how much is being released? And most importantly of
all, how are we going to stop it? How are we going to take the
steps to make sure that carbon stays in the ground, instead of
pushing climate change forward faster and faster and faster?

I was looking through the capital plan today. The money
for green energy starts to drop off after — I think it’s 2025 —
mostly because of the number of major energy projects wrap up

— we hope. The Atlin hydro and the grid-scale battery projects
are due to wrap up at that time. | hope that will be the case.

Something that the Climate Leadership Council said really
stuck with me. They talked about a wartime effort, because we
are inacrisis, as if we were in a war. More recently, what comes
to mind is a pandemic-time effort. The amount of effort — we
move mountains to protect people at a time of crisis. We are
still in a time of crisis. We still need to move mountains to make
it happen, and I don’t see it in this budget. In every budget and
supplementary budget that comes, | hope we start seeing that
wartime effort, that recognition of “We’re in a crisis”. We can’t
just say it; we have to act like we’re in a crisis. I don’t see it in
this budget.

| posed a number of questions today. | hope, during this
Sitting, we will have time to discuss some of them, but most of
all, I hope for a shift to move the mountains we need to move
to fight climate change.

Hon. Mr. Streicker: 1It’s a pleasure to be back in the
Legislature. | wanted to begin just by saying welcome to all
MLAs to the House. As we stand collectively to speak about
the supplementary budget, | think the main theme is: How are
we moving the Yukon forward? Forward out of COVID,
forward in response to the climate crisis, forward dealing with
housing, forward dealing with inflation? — all those incredibly
important questions.

I am always challenged by the Legislature, because the
way this House works — we’re set up to be a government and
opposition. In that role, of course, there is criticism. | believe in
how that is, but I also recognize that it’s very important that we
find ways to disagree with each other respectfully, because
frankly, when | work with other governments, or the public for
that matter, there is always way more respect in those places.
So, how do we find a way here in the Legislature to work with
different perspectives, different visions, for where the Yukon
should go and to still be respectful?

So, let me start, just for a moment, with acknowledging
some of the colleagues across the way. | saw the Leader of the
Official Opposition up at the Discovery Days ball tournament,
sporting a very impressive mustache for the games.

| spent a lot of my summer with the Member for Lake
Laberge and the Leader of the Third Party, talking to Yukoners
about electoral reform and travelling around the territory and
working side-by-side — again, with different perspectives
often, but at all times working for the better of the Yukon —
how do we move the Yukon forward?

I saw my colleague, the Member for Copperbelt South, just
last week at the Golden Horn School for the school council
annual general meeting. It is good to see colleagues doing their
work around the territory.

On my own side of the Assembly, | worked this summer
with my colleague, the Minister of Health and Social Services,
around issues like the bilingual health centre, and | appreciated
getting that opportunity. | worked very closely with the
Minister of Environment around the Climate Leadership
Council, and I will speak to that a bit more, but just really about:
How we do move even more assertively on addressing climate
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change? | worked with my colleagues, the Minister of Yukon
Housing and the Minister of Community Services, looking at
land development around the territory and really trying to
support the development of housing. | have worked — of
course, we have crossed paths often — but just last week with
the Minister responsible for the Women and Gender Equity
Directorate — | saw her at National Truth and Reconciliation
Day, spending the full day at Kwanlin Dun. It was a really great
day; it was quite an impressive day.

So, what my impression is, is that we are working to
improve life for Yukoners and move things forward. Let me,
just for a moment, Mr. Speaker, turn and talk about work within
my own riding. I always call it “beautiful Mount Lorne-
Southern Lakes”. I am sure that every one of our ridings is
beautiful to each of us. One of my favourite volunteer things
that 1 do every couple of years is to get together with the
community of Tagish to clean up the brush and fallen trees in
the little Tagish cemetery. There were 15 or 20 of us there. Most
of the folks are north of 60, if | can say that politely, and

running chainsaws and equipment. They are all doing this work.

It’s just a very nice time to connect.

There are so many things that happened this past summer.
Of course, I can’t list them all, but what I felt this past summer
was us opening up again. | remember, even at the Special
Olympics gala dinner, feeling a little nervous with all the
people who were there in the room. It felt like — well, okay,
because it has been COVID for a long time, we had to get used
to being around each other. | had a couple of celebrations of life
— afew of them, actually — because they didn’t happen during
COVID and this was a chance for people to gather.

Of course, | did a lot of travelling as minister in and out of
the territory. Just generally, it was great to see people, to talk to
them, to go to their homes, and to talk about the issues that they
are facing. It was really nice to be together again. Not that all
of those conversations are easy. For example, the Southern
Lakes hit its third-highest level ever, but that was low compared
to many of the other communities around the Yukon where
floods were experienced. We were lucky, because the defenses
that so many — including the residents of Mount Lorne-
Southern Lakes and Yukoners who came out and volunteered
— put up last year in 2021 helped so that the third-highest flood
wasn’t as bad as it could have been any other year. Now what
has happened is that we were on our way down and our lake
levels were dropping, but suddenly they are back up. It makes
people nervous, because there is a lot of groundwater out there.

This past weekend, | am sure that everyone experienced
the crazy winds around southern Yukon. Thank you to all of the
folks who went to get power back on and to our volunteer
firefighters who dealt with burning trees on power lines. It was
a lot of work. I think this all — the floods and the fires — are
climate-related.

| think that with the conversations that | have had with
Yukoners around the territory and in my own riding, there have
been several issues that are incredibly important, including
recovering from COVID, the cost of living and affordability,
housing, climate change — these are all incredibly important

questions. Let me try to get to a few of these in my conversation
today.

First of all, with respect to firewood, | want to say that |
know there are many Yukoners who are concerned about
getting firewood this winter, and | know that the Department of
Energy, Mines and Resources has been working to address this
firewood shortage, and it is a top priority for them. | thank them
for that work. | also want to thank harvesters and suppliers who
are working overtime to make sure Yukoners get their wood.
This is very hard work, and I appreciate all that’s being done
by the industry to fill firewood orders as quickly as possible.

I can say that the Forest Management branch has been
working closely with operators to ensure that more local
firewood will start moving into the Yukon market soon. I am
glad to see operations like Quill Creek back up and active again.
I know that, despite having a significant volume of fuel wood
under active permits, we still have heard from industry that
some of that wood is not economically viable. So, we are
working, doing quite a few things, to get more supply in place,
as well as trying to bring down the cost for Yukoners —
homeowners — who heat with firewood because of the
inflationary cost, but we are working at finding more alternative
areas to license for harvesters. We are working with them to
pick those areas. We are building and upgrading roads into
firewood permit areas. We are connecting harvesters with
suppliers. We are also identifying suppliers who are taking new
wood orders and connecting them with Yukoners who are
looking. We have been meeting with the Government of British
Columbia to support operators in accessing permits.

Again, as | have said in the past, typically, there are areas
along the north end of the Stewart-Cassiar Highway that some
of our harvesters use, which is in BC, so we are working with
BC to try to support those permits.

We are working on a Haines Junction firebreak for the
Quill Creek area, which will allow for harvesting beyond the
time of year that is there now. We are identifying sources of
previously harvested wood that could be moved to market, so
there are a lot of things that the branch is doing. I'm happy to
talk more about that over the course of this Sitting.

I also want to talk about electricity. We have put in place a
rebate for Yukoners. We talked about that this past spring, and
we’ve decided to extend that. I will say that, throughout this
time, | have worked with ATCO energy, as well, because they
have earned more money than was anticipated, and we will
continue to work with them. They have something in front of
the Yukon Utilities Board right now, but | have been in
dialogue and correspondence with them to encourage them to
go much further.

Other things that | can talk about — | do want to talk a little
bit about the recent slides that we’ve seen. I want to thank the
folks in Highways and Public Works. | know that the Yukon
Geological Survey has been working with them to try to
identify risk areas and how to assess that risk and to ensure that
people are safe. So, just a shout-out to all of that work.

There is a lot that has been happening, and again, it’s
because we have been getting very extreme weather. We had a
heavy, heavy snow year around the whole of the territory,
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which saturates the soils. We then had a lot of rain. It’s not
everywhere in the Yukon, but certainly up in the Dawson

region, there was a lot of rain. We had slides here in Whitehorse.

We had slides up in Dawson. Along the Alaska Highway,
we’ve been seeing permafrost slumping. So, there are all sorts
of issues that are at work, and I think it’s important that we
work to stay on top of that.

Now, one of the ways that we’re doing that is at the root
cause, which is around climate change. Now, even though we
will work very hard to reduce our emissions, the thing to
understand is that, especially here in the north, change is
already going to happen, because the climate is slow to warm;
it is slow to cool. So, no matter whether we take a wartime
footing or not — and | think we are taking an aggressive stance
here in the Yukon — it will still take time to reduce those
emissions, and in the meantime, we will see many impacts and
we will have to adapt, which is why I think that it is great that
the Department of Environment came out with its major
adaptation strategy — again, a piece of Our Clean Future.

| too would like to thank the Yukon Climate Leadership
Council for their amazing work. It really is great. They did a lot
of hard work, and they have given us some great suggestions.
However, those suggestions — the first thing that we do with
them is we put them through the modelling process that we
have already done with all of the other actions. That is the first
step that is required. We spoke about this with the council
themselves and asked them if they could work with us on that.
It is really important to understand that, when you put forward
an action over here and another one over here, if they overlap,
then you don’t get the same emissions reduction, and you have
to do that analysis.

I have asked our departments that are looking at these to
look for which of the actions they would think are what | would
call “no regrets” actions, so that no matter whether you do them,
they are a smart investment and that we should get going on
those right away, but that they do this diligence work on the
modelling and that we work with the Climate Leadership
Council. So, I think that there is work underway right now to
try to assess those actions and to see their viability and which
ones are going to give us the best bang for the buck.

Of course, we would also need to do some costing on some
of them, or on many of them, because it is the diligence that is
required. | have asked the department to do that, and I do think
that there should be a strategy around what steps to take as a
result of the recommendations. And as far as | am aware, that
was already budgeted and anticipated within this budget, so it
is not coming here on the supplementary budget, but it is work
that is underway.

I will make one comment. Yesterday in Question Period, a
question arose around the growth of the public service. |
checked back to the Yukon Bureau of Statistics to see which
number they had published. The Premier was correct.
Unfortunately, the Leader of the Official Opposition was not
current. The number that the Bureau of Statistics put out is not
Yukon government public servants; it is all public servants
within the Yukon. The number that was published was 11,000.
| think that roughly half of that, or less, would be our permanent

and term employees here in the Yukon government, but it
includes, for example, federal government workers here in the
Yukon. It includes First Nation governments; it includes
municipal governments; it includes the hospitals; it includes the
university — all of those people who are employed in the public
service.

So, | disagree with the characterization. Within our
budgets, we always talk about the growth in the public service.
We publish that information, and | am always wanting, as the
Premier asked Thursday, that if the opposition suggests that we
should stop growing government, | would like them to point out
which areas they think we should reduce the staffing in. It’s
important to note that, whether it’s our highways or whether it
is our mental wellness workers — what is that area that they
believe we should have fewer people in? Because you can’t
have it both ways.

Before | leave that subject, | will note that | think it was
this past spring when the Leader of the Official Opposition
talked about growth of the Yukon’s public service and noted
that it began under Premier Fentie and continued under his term
with Premier Pasloski. He was expressing concerns about that
growth, but he noted that it goes back a long way. At the same
time, we should acknowledge that the Yukon is growing. While
it grows, and if it grows as a territory, we will need more
teachers for our schools. We will need more nurses for our
health care centres. It is just natural that there is growth within
the public service, but how much is the right amount?

I want to talk a little bit about a few numbers. | listened to
some of the suggestions. Actually, | would like to say thank you
to the NDP, because today they have decided to talk about
budget issues. | have not heard the Official Opposition, the
Yukon Party, talk about budget issues at all yet today. I don’t
think that they are going to, but okay, that is their prerogative.
When | listened, for example, to the Third Party official House
Leader, she talked about how we need to be investing in climate
change and we need to be serious about it, and | just want to
note that —

Speaker: Twenty seconds.

Hon. Mr. Streicker: Oh, thank you, Mr. Speaker. | will
wrap up my comments just to say that I think it’s very important
that we invest in Our Clean Future, and we are investing
$80 million this year.

So, while the Leader of the Official Opposition talked
about the Queen and talked about —

Speaker: Order, please.

Hon. Mr. Streicker: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Ms. Blake: When the budget was tabled this past spring,
| spoke about the many Yukoners who have come to me to
share their concerns about gaps in government services and the
barriers they are facing. | continued to hear these experiences
and stories, especially during my visits across the territory this
summer. | spoke with citizens, as well as representatives of
Teslin Tlingit Council, Ross River Dena Council, Na-Cho
Nyék Dun First Nation, Selkirk First Nation, Carcross/Tagish
First Nation, and more.
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| also continued my visits to Old Crow, connecting with
residents of the community and members of VVuntut Gwitchin.
As well, I had the opportunity to learn about what is working
and how government can help people by attending the
Gwich’in Tribal Council’s general assembly in Fort McPherson,
NWT. All of these conversations made one thing very clear to
me: From Faro to Teslin, Ross River to Mayo, Whitehorse and
Old Crow, and so many more places, Yukoners are struggling.
It’s getting more difficult to put food in the fridge and wood in
the stove. In Old Crow, we’ve continued to see challenges with
the water delivery and septic pump-out services.

Many families and communities are grieving losses from
the opioid and mental health crisis, as we’ve witnessed the
number of young people whom we’ve lost. Rural communities
are experiencing and living with compound grief. Many are not
able to access the mental and primary health care they need
when they need it, especially in times of crisis. Youth are
feeling left behind by this government, with no support to get
the training they want and no help to process the losses in their
communities, while struggling to keep their attendance in
school and managing the responsibilities these youth carry in
their young lives.

Unfortunately, this supplementary budget does not
adequately reflect any of these experiences and needs. There is
no new funding for mental health or substance use, even though
the minister has declared a mental health and substance use
emergency.

Many communities across the territory have declared states
of emergency before the Yukon government, and they are still
experiencing these crises with little government support.

Yes, there were two mental wellness summits, and the
ideas shared at both mental wellness summits were valuable
and innovative, but this budget shows us that this government
is not committed to enacting those ideas anytime soon, yet
Yukoners will continue to fall through the gaps of government
systems. Each community has its own unique needs, and they
have expressed them to this government multiple times, but this
supplementary budget is ignoring them. This government
speaks often about the importance of preventive health care, but
they haven’t made it a reality for Yukoners. Right now, very
few Yukoners have access to primary and non-urgent health
care.

The Putting People First report said that primary care
should follow Yukoners from birth until death, but without any
plans in place from this government, they are telling Yukoners
that they should give up on ever getting primary care. The only
dedicated health care money is to address the surgery backlog.
Acute care needs to be addressed, but where are the funds
applied to preventive care?

The thousands of Yukoners on the family doctor wait-lists
aren’t getting any solutions or relief in this budget. There is no
commitment to a public walk-in clinic, which could easily
provide much-needed holistic care to many Yukoners.

There is still no clear strategy on recruiting health care
workers, including physicians, nurse practitioners, paramedics,
and other health care practitioners.

Right now, Yukoners are relying on emergency services to
fill the gaps in nursing in communities, leaving the system and
workers stretched thin and burnt out with no support.

In my riding of Vuntut Gwitchin, we rely heavily on the
medevac system to get access to emergency care. There are
solutions out there. The NWT has committed to training
paramedics so that their emergency services are stronger for
citizens who need urgent help.

On top of lack of health care services, many Yukoners are
struggling to keep up with the rising costs. The most impacted
are those who are living in poverty already. | have spoken many
times on the need to increase supports for folks who are on
social assistance. Right now, the system continues to trap
people in poverty. People are going hungry and cold because
they don’t have the support they need. A one-time payment is
not even close to enough to help people.

Elders have reached out to me to tell me that they are
having to choose between medication and access to food.
Families in extended family care agreements are struggling to
care for the children they have committed to raising and
supporting. Children are our future, and this government is
leaving them behind. Many youth have come to me expressing
that they want support to further their education and get the
right training to work full time in a career that they find
fulfilling, but they aren’t getting the help they need. Part of the
help includes education. Investment in language and culture has
been highlighted as a priority by Yukon First Nations. There is
a definite need for secure, long-term funding for language
programs to be developed and expanded into the homes of
families and caregivers. Our elders have always said that
language and culture go hand in hand, as this is what shapes
who we are as Yukon First Nation people, but there is no money
dedicated to that in this budget.

We are seeing a shift in the way that education is being
delivered in the territory with the creation of the Yukon First
Nation School Board. This is an exciting change, as we know
how the history and trauma of the Yukon’s education system
has impacted many Yukoners through residential schools.
Investment in this change to our education system is critical —
not just to our children today, but for their families and their
children in the decades to come. This is a long-term investment
in the Yukon’s future, but it isn’t present in this budget.

Justice services have also been overlooked by this
government. | continue to hear from people who are justice-
involved who are not getting the support they need, both while
they are incarcerated and when they leave corrections. There is
a lack of programming, parole support, and transition support.

Yukoners who struggle with alcohol abuse are still being
placed in the Correctional Centre instead of in an appropriate
sobering space with health supports.

Essential infrastructure is also missing from this budget.
Communities have highlighted that safe, accessible roads —
like repairing the Dempster Highway — are not just about
transport, but a critical part of the missing and murdered
indigenous women and girls calls to action.

We only need to take a look to the NWT and their strong
commitment to fulfilling the calls to action and every aspect of
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government, including their roads, but repairs to the Dempster
are not in this budget.

It is not just roads. Water and sewage services are also
major needs that are not being supported by this government.
Communities like Old Crow are working hard to innovate and
provide these critical services to residents. They need support,
but this budget does not include any funding to train folks so
that these services can continue. This infrastructure also needs
to be invested in as our climate worsens.

Many Yukon First Nations have highlighted the current
state of salmon as a priority. Salmon not only feeds us, it is an
important element of our cultural teachings and traditional
practices across generations. Salmon is critical to our wellness
and so many parts of lives, but this government hasn’t devoted
any funds to addressing the low salmon population.

The protection of the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge
continues to be a priority for the Gwich’in Nation. The lifeline
of our nation and who we are as a people is dependent on the
survival of the Porcupine caribou herd. We are witnessing the
fast and devastating effects of climate change on the changing
cycles of our lands, our fish, our birds, and migrating animals.
As First Nation people, our livelihood follows the natural
cycles of the seasons and all the natural resources that our lands
provide. | spend much of my time in this role learning, reading,
and listening to those who came before me. This includes
reading reports that were published one, five, 10, and even 20
years ago. It is disappointing to learn how many of these
important reports, recommendations, and calls to action have
been repeatedly ignored and left to collect dust by this
government.

There are so many more issues that Yukoners continue to
share with me. I often say that I don’t just represent Old Crow;
| represent all Yukoners across the territory in this role. That is
why | am sharing the concerns from people and communities
from the north to the south of our territory. No matter where |
have visited, | have heard about gaps in support and people who
need the help. It is the government’s responsibility to fill those
gaps and meet people where they are at. The solutions are in
front of us. They are being enacted by First Nation governments,
municipalities, community organizations, advocates, parents,
nurses, counsellors, and so many others. This government can
make life better for people — not just now, but for generations
to come. It only takes willpower.

Mabhsi’.

Speaker: If the member now speaks, he will close debate.
Does any other member wish to be heard?

Hon. Ms. McPhee: I am happy to rise today. I'm
sorry that members opposite — most of the members of the
Official Opposition are not speaking to Bill No. 206 today. It
contains millions of dollars of previously unplanned
expenditures to respond to the needs of Yukoners. This is
certainly their opportunity to talk to Yukoners about what they
think is important.

| also note that many of the comments today are about how
nothing is being done. I guess that’s a narrative that the

opposition is trying to write. It is simply not accurate. We too
have visited every community and sat with individuals who
support us and individuals who don’t necessarily vote for us,
but they are keen to come to a table to talk about what they see
as the needs for their community. We have met in every
community since May — the last part of the Sitting. I urge
members opposite to share information about the Yukoners
who they say are talking to them and have concerns about
certain things, because we answer requests like that every
single day. We are keen to make sure we have access to and
support for Yukoners who are having concerns.

I really appreciate the opportunity to note some of the
priorities of our government, some of which are contained in
this supplementary budget. My two departments — the ones
that | have the honour of representing — do not have funds in
this supplementary budget, but that doesn’t mean that there
aren’t millions of dollars allocated to the two budgets for Health
and Social Services and for Justice that are being spent and
focused on the priorities.

Mr. Speaker, as Deputy Premier, Minister of Justice, the
Attorney General, and Minister of Health and Social Services
here in the Yukon Territory, | am so very proud of the continued
work that our government is doing to provide ongoing support
for all those in this wonderful territory and to move it forward.

I would also like to take a moment to thank my family and
friends for their endless support and understanding. Being a
member of the government is demanding. It is unrelenting, and
it is a challenging role that takes a toll on many relationships.
Friends and family, thank you. | appreciate your endless
support, and it is truly impossible to repay you, so | work to pay
it forward and to respond to the needs of Yukoners every day.

I am honoured to be here and also to be the MLA for
Riverdale South. Thank you to the people of Riverdale South
who put their faith in me to continue to represent them and to
bring forward their concerns and help to resolve those issues
and bring forward those issues that are of greatest interest and
importance to them.

I also want to thank all of our neighbours and friends —
hundreds of them — who showed up at the block party we held
in September on the beautiful grass next to Mercier school. It
was a joint event with the MLA for Riverdale North. We had a
great time, a great barbecue, and we were entertained by Cows
Go Moo, which is a fantastic, young rock and roll band of
Yukoners who formed during COVID and will continue, we
hope. One of them is 11 years old; the others are 12 and 13,
supported by their schools, different schools they go to, and
supported by their parents. It was just a fantastic afternoon, and
I know that we will hear more from Cows Go Moo.

Although the Department of Health and Social Services
and the Department of Justice, as I have said, don’t have any
items in this year’s supplementary budget, I am honoured to
take the opportunity to highlight some of the great work that
the departments are doing and continue to do to serve Yukoners.

We must remember that we all serve Yukoners. We must
focus the work of departments and remember that every
decision should be characterized by how can we best serve
Yukoners. To achieve that shift in thinking, we have changed
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our senior management at the Department of Health and Social
Services and, in particular, have two new deputy ministers:
Michael Hale and Ed van Randen. While both Deputy Minister
Hale and Deputy Minister van Randen are new to this role in
the Department of Health and Social Services, both bring
extraordinary experience from their private sector and public
sector careers, and they are using that every day to help make
the lives of Yukoners better.

Health and Social Services is a department that reaches
each and every individual and family across the territory. Each
and every person in the territory, at some point, deals with the
department and its many services. Our deputy minister is
working with a talented senior management team, and Health
and Social Services is always turning their minds to what is in
the best interest of Yukoners so that everyone has a positive
experience with the services they need. Do we hit the mark
every time? No. Do we need to fix things and respond?
Absolutely. Is this team doing that? Absolutely. | would like to
thank that amazing team for their continued dedication and hard
work.

The past few years have been challenging, especially for
those who work in Health and Social Services, as the COVID
pandemic has challenged Yukoners’ physical, mental, and
emotional well-being. From working on the front lines to
developing policy work, the work that the department does is
so diverse, but everything they do on a daily basis is connected
and is deeply important to keeping Yukoners healthy and well.
I can’t truly even begin to understand what front-line workers
have been through these last few years, but | can tell you that
we know just a little bit about it, having been on a different
front line. | must thank every one of them for the work that they
have done and are still doing to keep Yukoners healthy.

The actions we are taking to make Health and Social
Services better for all Yukoners include those who work within
the system, and it’s a priority for me and for this government to
make sure that they too are healthy individuals. We are
committed to moving forward with the recommendations in
Putting People First, and | had the opportunity to say that a
little bit earlier today when answering some questions. As
Yukoners may remember, a comprehensive review was done in
2018 to share the experiences of Yukoners in the current health
and social system. | want everyone to know that we have heard
what has been shared. We are working to create a culture of
client-centred care and have an appetite for innovation. We
have heard about the challenges that Yukoners and their
families have faced in the current siloed system and the
systemic racism that has occurred. It is something that we have
addressed in the new Yukon Medical Association agreement.

It is recognized and named there as something that must be
addressed. The health and social services system could be so
much better for Yukoners, and it needs to be transformed, and
we have a path forward to improve the quality of care. Putting
people first means we are putting the needs of Yukoners front
and centre.

Imagine a future where every single Yukoner is linked to a
primary care team so they can get high-quality care where and
when they need it. Imagine a system where an in-home

assessment could be done for a senior or an elderly parent with
a geriatric issue. Imagine a system where there would be digital
access to a patient’s medical appointments, and imagine
creating a health authority to set this process in place.

The health authority is the next foundational step of
Putting People First, and we are working diligently for that
next step. It will be the beginning stages to establish health and
wellness Yukon.

In January of 2022, our government declared a substance
use health emergency, following an increase in the overdose-
related deaths in the territory. The success of the work in the
name of the substance use health emergency, the way in which
we can change the experiences of our addicted and most
vulnerable people, is through partnerships. We are working
closely with partners and with Yukon First Nation governments
to advance a range of harm-reduction initiative. To focus on
harm reduction in response to the public health emergency,
there will be a focus on care, a focus on treatment, and a focus
on after-care.

The Department of Health and Social Services has started
several initiatives, including the creation of a substance use
health emergency project executive committee. Some of the
initiatives that committee is working on include a new territory-
wide public awareness education campaign, focusing on toxic
drug supply present in the Yukon, expanding drug testing and
safe supply to rural communities and increasing availability in
Whitehorse, increasing on-the-land treatment options in the
territory, providing training for all mental wellness, substance
use, social workers, counsellors, and nurses in acceptance and
commitment therapy — an evidence-based model to support
clients facing mental wellness and substance use issues. This is
a partnership with Health Canada’s substance use and
addictions program.

We are launching the Car867 program, which is a
partnership between the mental wellness/substance use and the
RCMP, where a mental health nurse and a trained RCMP
officer will respond to appropriate mental health and wellness
911 check calls and many more. Some of the initiatives that
have already been actioned include extending the hours of the
outreach van and changed hours of the supervised consumption
site. We have completed the inhalation room in the supervised
consumption site in May 2022.

Blood Ties Four Directions has moved all of their core
programming to the supervised consumption site, so that now
it is a truly integrated supervised consumption site with harm
reduction, counselling, nursing, and other drop-in programs.
Blood Ties Four Directions, the CTFN, and Mental Wellness
and Substance Use Services partnered to provide door-to-door
harm reduction supplies, Naloxone, and opioid information in
Carcross and Tagish. In July, Mental Wellness and Substance
Use Services started the opioid overdose response unit, which
is an outreach service where a support worker and/or an LPN
can provide outreach services, including harm-reduction
services or a referral to opioid treatment services, to individuals
recently having experienced an overdose. These are all strong
partnerships.
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I would like to mention that the supervised consumption
site has now been opened and operating in Whitehorse for a full
year, and we have, since the end of the Sitting in May, also had
outreach on a number of projects and/or meetings. Of course,
in February, we had the first mental wellness summit. In
September, we had the second one, phase 2. Presenters at both
the summits discussed a variety of topics, including mental
wellness for youth and in First Nation communities, alcohol
harm-reduction models, health care services in rural
communities, supports and housing services, prevention and
treatment, suicide prevention, harm reduction, opioids and safe
supply projects, and after-care and harm-reduction models. We
have also instituted a ministerial advisory committee for the
substance use health emergency, which met over this summer.
I met personally with Minister Bennett and we spoke about a
number of these concerns with respect to the substance use
health emergency, decriminalization of certain drugs and, in
particular, safer supply.

We met with the nurses association on May 2. We worked
diligently on a new Yukon Medical Association agreement.
The new three-year agreement with the Yukon Medical
Association will work to increase Yukoners’ access to primary
care, while supporting dedicated health care providers. It
includes incentives for physicians to take on more patients.

The Yukon Medical Association is an integral partner in
providing health services to Yukoners, and | look forward to
our work together to continue to improve the experiences of
patients and providers by addressing problematic and systemic
challenges and building an innovative, collaborative health care
system.

Dr. Ryan Warshawski, the president of the Yukon Medical
Association, said when speaking about this new agreement —
and I quote: “I believe that this will make Yukon one of the
most competitive and desirable places to practice medicine in
Canada. The agreement recognizes both the unique and integral
role of physicians in both health care delivery and leadership.
The Yukon Medical Association is committed to working with
the Yukon government as a partner in health care moving
forwards.”

I would like to thank all of those individuals who dedicated
their time and their energy and their skills to negotiating this
agreement.

| have also met on more than several occasions with the
northern health ministers pan-territorial meetings. We have had
discussions on issues of concern to all three northern territories
and how we might address them together.

On July 6, the midwifery clinic opened in Whitehorse, and
registered midwives are highly trained members of the health
care team, and they specialize in caring for people during all
stages of pregnancy, labour, birth, and postpartum. We know
that the new Yukon midwifery program will provide safe,
integrated, free midwifery care to pregnant people and their
babies during their pregnancy, birth, and up to eight weeks after
the baby’s birth. As of September 23, I am proud to say that the
Yukon midwifery program is providing their services to
Yukoners living in rural communities across the territory.
Families now have integrated midwifery.

I think that it is important that | take a moment to address
the social assistance rate review that has been mentioned a few
times. 1 am not sure how this is not really getting through to
members of the opposition, but I truly hope that Yukoners have
heard that our government is committed to reviewing social
assistance rates here in the territory, as part of the Putting
People First recommendations outlined in chapter 5. It is there,
and we have committed to doing that, and we have committed
to doing that generally, and more specifically, with respect to
what is in chapter 5.

The Yukon social assistance rates are among the highest in
Canada at the moment and are indexed to inflation, but we
know that they may not be meeting all the needs of Yukoners.
We continually monitor the program and the rates.

We have started engagement with social assistance
delivery agents. Of course, this is a conversation that has to be
had with other levels of government, and we are finalizing a
plan to respond to the recommendations in Putting People First
with respect to social assistance rates. This includes action
toward recommendation 5.11 to increase the Yukon’s
supplementary allowance for those excluded from the
workforce due to a disability or age to reflect inflation and to
continue to index Yukon’s supplementary allowance to
inflation going forward — 5.7-percent increase of this year. Is
that perfect? Absolutely not. Is it addressing everything we
need to do? No. But our commitment is there. We will live up
to that commitment of a phased-in approach for review, which
is, | believe, sitting on my desk.

The transfer of 405 Alexander — yet another Liberal
Government of Yukon commitment — that we would transfer
the responsibility and operations of 405 Alexander Street to a
non-governmental organization. That, | am pleased to say, has
been done. These services have been transferred to Connective,
which will work in partnership with the Council of Yukon First
Nations. This marks the final phase of the Yukon government’s
commitment to do that and to have those services monitored
and run by a non-governmental organization. Also, there is the
management of the Housing First residence on Wood Street and
the shelter in Whitehorse to a non-governmental partner as well,
and that is a strong success. | am looking forward to a strong
and successful partnership where the approach of Connective
and the Council of Yukon First Nations is to achieve person-
centred and culturally appropriate enhanced care.

We spent a bit of time this summer at Cornerstone for their
grand opening in July. | was happy to see that Cornerstone
multi-use building. The Yukon government is extremely
supportive of this project, and we thank Jillian Hardy for her
commitment and dedication. | am sure that there would not
have been this achievement without her drive.

We are all acutely aware of Yukoners’ concerns with
respect to the state of inflation and its effect. We have taken
decisions to provide assistance to the most vulnerable and to
seniors.

| appreciate the opportunity to address this House today.
There are a number of issues that | would love to continue to
speak about, but | will take my chance to do so later in the
session.
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Thank you.

Mr. Cathers: | am pleased to rise today in speaking to
the supplementary budget. 1 would note that a few of the issues
that | will touch on today — that we will, of course, on behalf
of Yukoners, be raising during this Fall Sitting as my
colleagues and | in the Yukon Party Official Opposition bring
forward the priorities, issues, and concerns that we hear from
Yukoners.

| want to start with talking about the doctor shortage. Of
course, we have seen this government be incredibly slow to act
on the fact that over one-fifth of Yukoners don’t have a family
doctor — with a report by the Canadian Institute for Health
Information, as we previously discussed in this Assembly,
showing that the Yukon’s rate of physicians per capital is the
lowest in Canada and the only jurisdiction to get worse over a
five-year period. That is the record of this Liberal government.

We see inflation leading to a cost-of-living crisis with an
increasing number of Yukoners having trouble making ends
meet. That is contributed to by this Liberal government. Health
care wait times in the Yukon for many procedures are beyond
what is considered medically acceptable. Does this government
have a wait-time reduction strategy? No, they do not,
Mr. Speaker.

We have seen specific commitments made by this
government, such as opening a publicly funded walk-in clinic
and a bilingual health care centre, slip from the timelines the
government indicated. The bottom line is that Yukoners who
need access to a doctor — unfortunately far too many of them,
thousands of them — do not have the ability to get that.

We have seen the government on the issue of the education
system pay lip service to priorities in the area of Hidden Valley
school. The response in the wake of the very serious situation
that happened there has resulted in the Minister of Education
making commitments to my constituents to provide them with
whatever they needed and failing to meet those commitments.

The Yukon has a firewood shortage. The Yukon, which is
a territory that is larger in land mass than almost every country
in Europe, surrounded by boreal forest, is importing wood from
British Columbia yet again this winter due to this Liberal
government’s lack of action on providing access to a wood
supply for Yukon companies.

In the area of the inflation response, it is interesting that we
see that the government has talked about an inflation response
but has been very slow to act on it.

Similarly, earlier this year, they declared a substance use
emergency related to the opioid crisis, and yet, in the spring, we
saw no new positions or services for addictions, and there is not
a single dime of new money in this fall budget to provide
increased addictions services. While, as we have noted before,
we do support effective harm-reduction programs, there is
much more that needs to be done, and a real plan to address the
opioid crisis needs to be much more than a list of actions
focused mainly on harm reduction. In fact, | believe that the
number one goal of any substance abuse action plan should be
to help as many people as possible break from their addictions
and live free from the risk of overdose. It is important that, in

addition to prevention and treatment, appropriate resources are
there to help the RCMP go after illicit drug dealers and to arrest
and prosecute the people who are selling these toxic drugs.
Mr. Speaker, that is something that the RCMP themselves have
said.

Moving specifically to the issue of inflation, | want to note
that what we see in terms of the recent rollout of initiatives by
government with some small measures to try to claim that they
are addressing the inflation problem is: First of all, these
measures are not in the supplementary budget that we are
debating. According to the government’s own handouts, the
only money that is in the supplementary budget for inflation
rebates is reflecting the announcements that they made in the
spring. So, in the spring, they made the announcements and the
budget was out of date when it was tabled. In the fall, | have in
my hand a series of press releases from ministers of this
government issued on September 27, 2022 about new measures
to support Yukoners most affected by inflation — and the
second one, also issued on September 27 of this year, and the
third one issued on September 28.

Now, a casual bystander might assume that this rollout of
new inflation measures would be reflected and central to the
supplementary budget, especially since the Premier’s own
comments at second reading said that these measures were
included in the budget. But the reality is that the budget and the
handouts that we have been given by departments show that
they are not. They remain unbudgeted — to be picked up at a
future date. So, those include the $50 for firewood cords
purchased, and, of course, it does little good to have a rebate
for purchasing firewood if you can’t find the supply. That is
something that we have heard repeatedly from Yukoners.

It includes the carry-forward of the electrical subsidy,
which we see reflected in the budget here — the amounts that
they announced in the spring totalling just under $3.2 million
in total cost for that initiative.

We had it confirmed to us today by officials at the briefing
for the Yukon Development Corporation that the funding in
there that is showing up in the budget is reflective only of the
commitment that rolled out this summer. It does not include the
new measures that the Premier and the Minister of Energy,
Mines and Resources announced in September.

Additionally, the measures announced by the Minister of
Health and Social Services, both the one-time payout to social
assistance recipients, the one-time payment for recipients of the
Yukon seniors income supplement, and, additionally, the
one-time 10-percent payment to pioneer utility grant recipients,
the extension of funding for caregivers, and the funding for
Food Network Yukon — none of that, Mr. Speaker, is actually
included in the supplementary budget. So, again, it is important
to note that this supplementary budget, like the budget in the
spring, is not actually reflective of the current fiscal position
nor commitments the government has made or its
announcements. It’s out of date before it is tabled, and it is
failing to account for millions of dollars in increased spending
that this government has committed to.

It also shows that their actions on inflation have been
cobbled together in response to criticism and rushed out at the



2156

HANSARD

October 11, 2022

last minute, rather than with a thoughtful approach. We have
repeatedly called for the government to take some direct
measures, such as a number of other jurisdictions have done, in
cutting the territorial fuel tax. Provinces have cut their fuel
taxes. Unfortunately, both the Premier and one of his ministers
have been very dismissive of that idea, but I have to remind
members that, in fact, cutting the territorial fuel tax alone would
provide approximately $9.7 million in tax relief to Yukoners,
according to the numbers that the government itself indicates in
their own budget as the revenue received from that fuel tax. If

one looks south to the Province of Alberta, fuel prices are lower.

That has also been reflected in lower increases in the cost of
food.

Now, in response to this, we have heard a very dismissive
response from the outgoing Premier and ministers, but | would
note that the handout they provided us — the interim fiscal and
economic update of October 2022 — prepared by the
Department of Finance —

Some Hon. Member: (Inaudible)

Point of order

Speaker:

a point of order.

Hon. Mr. Streicker: Earlier today, Mr. Speaker, you
directed us not to use adjectives around titles. The member
opposite just used one of those adjectives again in his reference
to the Premier.

Speaker:
order.

Mr. Cathers: On the point of order, | will acknowledge
that I did refer to the Premier as the “outgoing Premier”. I will
retract that and rephrase it and say, “The Premier has one foot
out the door.”

Member for Mount Lorne Southern Lakes, on

Member for Lake Laberge, on the point of

Speaker’s ruling

Speaker: On the point of order, please refrain from using
remarks that are not the title of the member. Members do not
have the opportunity to edit their own mistakes.

Please continue.

Mr. Cathers: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

I’'m going to quote from the document prepared by the
Department of Finance and provided to members, the interim
fiscal and economic update of October 2022. It says that higher
fuel prices have been the biggest driver of inflation. The
document also notes that the inflation rate in Whitehorse rose
to 7.7 percent in July — the highest rate since the early 1990s.
Inflation was little changed in August at 7.6 percent, with prices
in Whitehorse up in all major categories of the consumer price
index. It also notes that the price of gasoline and fuel oil were
up significantly from 12 months earlier. I should note, just for
Hansard, that this is from page 10 of the interim fiscal and
economic update.

Again, our concern is that, unfortunately, the government
does not seem to be taking this issue seriously. Ministers were
very slow to act on this issue. They are very dismissive of any
ideas coming from the Official Opposition, even when the

measures we point to have actually been successful in other
jurisdictions at keeping the cost of fuel lower and in reducing

Speaker: Order, please.
The time being 5:30 p.m., the House now stands adjourned
until 1:00 p.m. tomorrow.

Debate on second reading of Bill No. 206 accordingly
adjourned

The House adjourned at 5:30 p.m.

The following document was filed October 11, 2022:

35-1-70

Firearms Legislation — Bill C-21, letter re (dated July 27,
2022) from Hon. Tracy-Anne McPhee, Minister of Justice, to
Brad Cathers, Member for Lake Laberge (McPhee)

The following written question was tabled October 11,
2022:

Written Question No. 28
Re: Education Act requirements for initiatives that promote
equality and non-discrimination (Tredger)
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Speaker: 1 will now call the House to order.

We will proceed at this time with prayers.

Prayers
DAILY ROUTINE

Speaker: We will proceed at this time with the Order
Paper.

INTRODUCTION OF VISITORS

Speaker: Under introduction of visitors, the Chair
would like to introduce Annette King, the Child and Youth
Advocate; Julia Milnes, the acting deputy advocate; Selena
Kaytor, the client service administrator; Anya Braeuner, the
advocate case worker; and Christopher Tse, the systems
analyst.

Please join me in welcoming them to the Assembly today.

Applause

Speaker: Are there any further visitors to be introduced?

Hon. Mr. Pillai: | would like to welcome a group of
individuals here for a tribute today. They are very well-known
in our community and admired by all members here in the
Assembly. | would like to welcome Joe Sparling, the president
and chief executive officer of Air North; Deb Ryan, strategic
planning and alliances manager; Rick Nielsen, chief operating
officer; Allison Camenzuli, director of marketing and
communications; Amy Ryder, marketing communications
specialist; Garry Njootli, Air North Board of Directors; David
Atkins, director of business development and regulatory
affairs; as well as Carina Pourier, senior business analyst.

Thank you so much for coming in today.

Applause

Hon. Ms. McPhee: | would like my colleagues to help
me welcome the Run for Mom organizing committee who are
here in attendance with us today. We have Vicky Stallabrass,
we have Marianne Thompson, and we have Pat Living and Val
= Pike. Thank you so much for being here.

Applause

Mr. Kent: | would like the House to join me in
welcoming a constituent of mine, Dan Cornett, who is here in
his capacity with the Golden Horn zoning committee.

Applause

Hon. Ms. McLean: | ask my colleagues to help me
welcome a special guest here today, Tosh Southwick, a Kluane
First Nation citizen and Yukon First Nation education
advocate. She is here for the ministerial statement regarding the
Kluane Kéts’adan Ku.

Applause

Ms. Tredger: | would like to invite my colleagues to
help me welcome Audrey Provan, who we will remember as a
former page of the Legislative Assembly.

Applause

Speaker: Are there any tributes?

TRIBUTES

In recognition of Air North’s three-millionth jet
passenger

Hon. Mr. Pillai: 1 rise today on behalf of the Yukon
Liberal government to pay tribute to Air North, Yukon’s
airline, on its impressive achievement of hosting its
three-millionth jet passenger on September 21. Over the last 45
years in business and 20 years of jet service, Air North has
provided Yukoners with incredible travel options and
unmatched customer service.

Our northern airline prides itself on providing passengers
with a travel experience that is uniquely Yukon and has been a
hospitable gateway to the north for travellers from all over the
globe. With an ever-growing fleet of aircraft, including five
Boeing 737 jets, Air North connects travellers with flights to
Whitehorse, Vancouver, Kelowna, Victoria, Calgary,
Edmonton, Yellowknife, Ottawa, Dawson City, Old Crow, and
Inuvik. This spring, Air North expanded its travel network yet
again with a new direct service to Toronto.

The expansion not only connects the capital cities of
Yukon and Ontario, but further demonstrates the growth of the
travel opportunities that Air North continues to provide for
Yukoners and visitors to our beautiful territory. It is because of
their incredible reputation and unbeatable customer service that
it came as no surprise when Air North announced that Anton
M. had become the three-millionth passenger of Yukon’s
airline as he boarded his flight from Kelowna to Vancouver and
Whitehorse.

What makes this milestone more remarkable is the pace of
growth in passengers. In the first 10 years of jet service,
Air North welcomed its 1 millionth passenger and, just 10 years
later, that number tripled.

I am truly excited and grateful for all that Air North has
done and continues to do for Yukoners.

Mr. Speaker, | want to take this moment to congratulate
Yukon’s airline on the hosting of its three-millionth jet
passenger, and | know that the future of this beloved institution
is bright and Yukoners will continue to benefit from the high-
quality service that Air North, Yukon’s airline, provides.

Applause

Ms. Van Bibber: | rise today on behalf of the Yukon
Party Official Opposition to pay tribute to Air North. This is
one of my favourite companies to tribute, and | have done so
several times since becoming MLA, but this tribute is for an
event that was wonderful for a passenger.

Anton M. became Air North’s three-millionth passenger.
He is a Yukon resident who boarded flight 540 from Kelowna
to Vancouver to Whitehorse, and he was made aware of the
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milestone ticket when he checked in at the airport. For this, he
was gifted two complementary round-trip airfare tickets.

In the 20 years since the company began their Boeing
service, they have succeeded in growing and are truly Yukon’s
airline. Kudos to Joe Sparling, Deb Ryan and family, and all of
Air North’s family.

Their down-home care is outstanding, and we continue to
hear stories of their good deeds and assistance for many
different scenarios. Whether it’s a medical story,
compassionate travel, or making sure a puppy gets on board,
they try to accommodate all requests.

If you haven’t checked lately, check out their fly and stay
packages, whether for here or outside of Yukon. Air North
offers a wide range of options for someone looking for a change
and at very reasonable rates.

Vuntut Gwitchin and Air North are partners and, along
with many shareholders, continue to be a major driving force in
Yukon’s economy. We know that Air North supports many
local events, and the kindness and generosity shown to
everyone is renowned. We see the amazing customer service
throughout the company, Yukon spirit through and through,
plus warm cookies. They embody the best little airline in the
world.

Again, congratulations to Anton M. for being the lucky
three-millionth passenger.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Applause

Ms. Blake: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. | rise today on
behalf of the Yukon NDP to celebrate the work of Air North
and to congratulate them on their three-millionth passenger.

Air North has, and continues to be, a leader both in
business and community support and in reconciliation. As a
citizen of Vuntut Gwitchin, | am grateful for the ongoing
partnership between the Vuntut Gwitchin First Nation and Air
North. The Yukon’s airline is a critical support for my
community of Old Crow. Thanks to this partnership, services
that are otherwise costly and almost impossible to coordinate
are provided quickly and reliably through Air North, including
cargo and food delivery to our co-op, as well as chartered
flights for large gatherings like the annual general assembly.
Thanks to Air North, people in the communities from the
farthest north to the southern cities stay connected.

Air North represents the best of the Yukon. The hospitality,
warmth, and comfortable services, not to mention the delicious
food from the flight kitchen, are all reasons to celebrate their
work.

As Air North marks this major milestone and continues to
support Yukoners, we can also do more to support them. Let’s
make sure that all government transit is booked through Air
North, where we know that money is invested back into our
communities and workers can enjoy the services we all know
and love.

Let’s also support connectivity between all communities
across Canada by working with the federal government to take
a “Canada first” approach to COVID recovery policies for
domestic air carriers. With that support, more Canadians will

get to book and fly Air North as they travel across the country.
Once again, congratulations to Air North on this major
achievement in booking their three-millionth passenger.

In recognition of Breast Cancer Awareness Month

Hon. Ms. McPhee: 1 rise today on behalf of the Yukon
Liberal government to recognize October as Breast Cancer
Awareness Month. According to the Canadian Cancer Society,
every day last year, an estimated 75 Canadians were told that
they have breast cancer. On average, 15 Canadian women die
from breast cancer each day. Breast cancer is the most common
type of cancer, and it is the second-leading cause of cancer
death among Canadian women, but the impacts of breast cancer
cannot be understood through statistics alone.

Many of us know someone, or perhaps are someone, who
has been diagnosed with breast cancer, so we know that the
impacts of breast cancer are also intensely felt by family,
friends, and loved ones. | want to take the opportunity today to
highlight the amazing programs and initiatives that are working
to raise awareness for breast cancer and support breast health
in our home territory.

Run for Mom is an incredible initiative that has single-
handedly made significant financial contributions and worked
for many years to raise awareness for breast health. Thank you
to the organizers, volunteers, and participants, whether you’re
running, walking, or cheering, for your dedication and support.

I can clearly remember the first Run for Mom, and | note
that the Run for Mom that will take place next Mother’s Day
will be the 25" anniversary — what a milestone for our
community.

Karen’s Fund, which was named after a Yukon woman
who died of breast cancer at the age of 37, provides support for
people diagnosed with breast cancer. Thank you to everyone
involved with fundraising and to those who are working to
preserve her memory.

The cancer care program at the Yukon Hospital
Corporation is dedicated to supporting Yukoners through their
unique cancer journey. Thank you to the staff for your
compassion and care. The Yukon Women’s MidLife Health
Clinic provides women with easy access to important
information that supports their health.

I am so proud to live in a place that has so many diverse
programs, supports, and initiatives dedicated to raising
awareness, reducing the impact, and supporting Yukoners who
are dealing with breast cancer. | encourage Yukoners to be
vigilant, to be aware and practise the ways that you can detect
breast cancer early when it is easier to treat and interventions
can be taken. Monthly self-exams are one of the ways that you
can detect breast cancer early.

I also encourage Yukoners to get screened with your health
care provider and have routine mammogram appointments. In
some cases, you can self-refer for a mammogram. Please don’t
put it off.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Applause
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Ms. McLeod: | rise on behalf of the Yukon Party
Official Opposition to recognize October as Breast Cancer
Awareness Month in Canada. Breast cancer represents a quarter
of all new cancer cases diagnosed in women. It is estimated that
29,000 women will be diagnosed in this year alone. That
number increases each year, Mr. Speaker. It may be that a
shocking number that might resonate more is that one in eight
women are expected to be diagnosed with breast cancer in their
lifetime in Canada. Based on the current population of the
Yukon, that would represent over 2,600 Yukon women being
diagnosed at some point in their lives.

We have an incredible team of professionals here in the
Yukon to help support and treat those faced with cancer. Our
thanks to our health professionals and to those who work
directly to provide support to families and patients and to help
them navigate their cancer journey.

I would like to recognize the staff of Karen’s Room in
particular, who work to provide a comfortable space to help
Yukoners through their chemotherapy treatments. | would also
like to thank those who help organize and distribute financial
gifts from Karen’s Fund to Yukoners undergoing treatment for
breast cancer to help them cover out-of-pocket expenses
incurred during the course of their treatment. This fund was
created in honour of Karen Wiederkehr, who passed away from
breast cancer at age 37. Karen’s Fund and Karen’s Room
continue in her memory. Yukoners are able to donate and are
encouraged to donate to the fund to help continue Karen’s

legacy.
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
Applause
Ms. Tredger: | rise on behalf of the Yukon NDP to pay

tribute to Breast Cancer Awareness Month.

I don’t imagine there’s a single person in this room who
has not been touched by breast cancer, whether it be a mother,
asister, a co-worker, a friend, or a brother. We are all connected
to someone who has been diagnosed with breast cancer.

When we talk about breast cancer, we need to talk about a
full spectrum of supports. We need to talk about prevention.
Breast cancer can affect even very young people. There is a
spectrum of tools for detecting breast cancer, and everyone
should work with their health professionals to make sure they
are getting the screening they need.

For people being treated for breast cancer, there are many
health care providers who come together to help them. | want
to thank all the doctors, nurses, pharmacists, hospital staff, and
more who do this work every day. I'm thankful that in the
Yukon, with one phone call, we can schedule our own
mammograms through the Whitehorse General Hospital.

I want to thank the community members who come
together to provide support and care. | think of all the people
and groups who have raised funds for the Yukoners cancer care
fund and Karen’s Room. I think of Run for Mom, Mardi Bras,
Stix Together, Paddlers Abreast, and many more. Thank you to
everyone who supports your fellow Yukoners living with
cancer.

Cancer changes your life. For the survivors of breast
cancer, our community care can’t end when they are
discharged. Thank you to everyone who provides ongoing
support to their neighbours, families, and friends.

Finally, I want to honour the Yukoners we have lost to
breast cancer. They are missed, they are mourned, and they are
celebrated. Thank you.

Applause

Speaker:
tabling?

Are there any returns or documents for

TABLING RETURNS AND DOCUMENTS

Hon. Ms. McLean: | have for tabling a report and an
executive summary completed by the Yukon Child and Youth
Advocate Office. It’s titled Responding to Sexualized Abuse in
Yukon Schools — Review of Policies and Governmental
Response.

Ms. McLeod: Mr. Speaker, | have for tabling two
letters. The first one is a letter dated December 14, 2021 from
the Town of Watson Lake regarding COVID-19 relief funding.

The second is dated July 4, 2022 from Ted Laking
regarding COVID-19 relief funding.

Hon. Mr. Clarke:
returns.

I have for tabling two legislative

Ms. Van Bibber: | have for tabling the October 6
agenda for the Municipality of Skagway meeting that deals
with the Government of Yukon’s investment in the port.

Ms. Blake: | have for tabling, as requested by the Vuntut
Gwitchin First Nation, a letter from the Vuntut Gwitchin
Government regarding accountability for failure to protect
indigenous women and girls from violence, which | was
forwarding.

Speaker:
Petitions.

Avre there any reports of committees?

PETITIONS
Petition No. 13 — received

Clerk: Mr. Speaker and honourable members of the
Assembly: | have had the honour to review a petition, being
Petition No. 13 of the First Session of the 35" Legislative
Assembly, as presented by the Member for Vuntut Gwitchin on
October 11, 2022.

The petition presented by the Member for Vuntut Gwitchin
meets the requirements as to form of the Standing Orders of the
Yukon Legislative Assembly.

Speaker: Accordingly, | declare Petition No. 13 is
deemed to be read and received. Pursuant to Standing Order 67,
the Executive Council shall provide a response to a petition
which has been read and received within eight sitting days of
its presentation. Therefore, the Executive Council response to
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Petition No. 13 shall be provided on or before October 25,
2022.

Avre there any petitions to be presented?

Petition No. 14

Mr. Kent: In October 2020, the Golden Horn zoning
committee undertook a questionnaire regarding a review of the
Golden Horn development area regulations. Recommendations
were provided to the Yukon government’s Land Planning
branch and residents were provided survey results by mail in
May 2021.

Due to the pandemic and lack of community consultation,
the zoning committee undertook further community
consultation with the following petition in September of this
year.

The petition reads as follows:

To the Yukon Legislative Assembly:

This petition of the undersigned shows:

THAT titleholders residing within the Golden Horn
Subdivision on RR1 and RR2 zoning want to amend the Golden
Horn Local Area Plan and the Golden Horn Development Area
Regulation to reduce the minimum lot size to two hectares, as
has been done with local area plans in the Whitehorse periphery
such as the Mount Lorne Local Area Plan, Hotsprings Road
Local area plan and the lbex Valley Local Area Plan and
Regulations;

THEREFORE, the undersigned ask the Yukon Legislative
Assembly to:

(1) reduce the minimum lot size to two hectares for rural
residential properties within the Golden Horn Local Area Plan;
and

(2) amend the Golden Horn Area Development
Regulation, to allow for a two hectare minimum lot size for
rural residential properties within our area.

Mr. Speaker, the committee believes that amending the
regulations will support land and housing challenges that exist
within the Whitehorse area, and the 90 signatures collected
between both sides of the Golden Horn area in my riding, as
well as the riding of Mount Lorne-Southern Lakes, show that
67 percent of title holders are in favour of a two-hectare
minimum lot size.

Speaker: Are there any further petitions to be presented?
Avre there any bills to be introduced?

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS

Bill No. 16 — Second Act to amend the Legal
Profession Act, 2017 (2022) — Introduction and First
Reading

Hon. Ms. McPhee: | move that Bill No. 16, entitled
Second Act to amend the Legal Profession Act, 2017 (2022), be
now introduced and read a first time.

Speaker: It has been moved by the Minister of Justice
that Bill No. 16, entitled Second Act to amend the Legal
Profession Act, 2017 (2022), be now introduced and read a first
time.

Motion for introduction and first reading of Bill No. 16
agreed to

Bill No. 19 — Technical Amendments Act (2022) —
Introduction and First Reading

Hon. Ms. McPhee: | move that Bill No. 19, entitled
Technical Amendments Act (2022), be now introduced and read
a first time.

Speaker: It has been moved by the Minister of Justice
that Bill No. 19, entitled Technical Amendments Act (2022), be
now introduced and read a first time.

Motion for introduction and first reading of Bill No. 19
agreed to

Bill No. 21: Carbon Price Rebate Amendments Act
(2022) — Introduction and First Reading

Hon. Mr. Silver: | move that Bill No. 21, entitled
Carbon Price Rebate Amendments Act (2022), be now
introduced and read a first time.

Speaker: It has been moved by the Hon. Premier that
Bill No. 21, entitled Carbon Price Rebate Amendments Act
(2022), be now introduced and read a first time.

Motion for introduction and first reading of Bill No. 21
agreed to

NOTICES OF MOTIONS

Hon. Ms. McPhee: 1 rise to give notice of the following
motion:

THAT it is the opinion of this House that reproductive
health care is essential to the health, freedom, and the social and
economic futures of women and girls and that the right to an
abortion in Yukon and access to abortion services in the
territory need to be protected.

Mr. Istchenko:
motion:

THAT this House urges the Yukon government to not
charge camping fees for Yukon senior citizens.

I rise to give notice of the following

I also give notice of the following motion:

THAT this House urges the Minister of Environment to
cancel the Yukon government’s planned campground fee
increases for Yukoners.

I also give notice of the following motion:

THAT this House urges the Minister of Community
Services to provide communities with nearby garbage-disposal
options by taking the following actions:

(1) keeping the Silver City solid-waste transfer facility
open;

(2) pausing plans to close other solid-waste facilities; and

(3) consulting with affected businesses and communities
and First Nations before making a decision to implement fees
or other changes at solid-waste transfer stations.

Ms. White: | rise to give notice of the following motion:
THAT this House expresses its support for all Yukon
employees striking for better working conditions.
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Ms. Blake: | rise to give notice of the following motion:

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon to
redress the harm and trauma that has been inflicted by the
Yukon territorial release order of a Vuntut Gwitchin citizen by
implementing the following actions, called for by Vuntut
Gwitchin First Nation:

(1) offer a public apology to Vuntut Gwitchin First Nation
citizens and the community of Old Crow on their traditional
territory;

(2) conduct a public inquiry into the factors that
contributed to and resulted in the release order made by a
Justice of the Peace of the Territorial Court and the role of the
Royal Canadian Mounted Police in the Vuntut Gwitchin First
Nation traditional territory historically and today in the ongoing
crisis of violence against women and girls;

(3) provide community wellness supports, counselling, and
aftercare on a permanent and ongoing basis for any Vuntut
Gwitchin First Nation citizen affected by the release order;

(4) maintain commitments to opportunities for the well-
being of citizens equal to those of other Canadians and to
provide essential public services of reasonable quality to all;

(5) end discrimination against children, women, girls, and
LGBTQ+ people of the Vuntut Gwitchin First Nation and their
families, including full implementation of Jordan’s Principle
and the orders of the Canadian Human Rights Tribunal in
guaranteeing a level of essential services for all Vuntut
Gwitchin First Nation citizens that is at least equal to those
available to other Canadians; and

(6) commit to fairness and respect for Vuntut Gwitchin
First Nation law and self-determination including the Vuntut
Gwitchin First Nation’s responsibilities for maintaining peace,
safety, and security and administering justice in the Vuntut
Gwitchin First Nation traditional territory.

Speaker: Is there a statement by a minister?

MINISTERIAL STATEMENT
Kéts’adan Ku project

Hon. Ms. McLean: | would like to start by
acknowledging Chief Bob Dickson and members of his
community who are listening in to this ministerial statement
today.

I rise today to provide an update on the Kéts’adan Ku
project in Burwash Landing. Kéts’ddan Ku, which means
“House of Learning”, is the Southern Tutchone phrase for the
word “school”. To support indigenous language revitalization,
our government is choosing to also use Southern Tutchone
when we talk about the Kéts’adan Ku project, honouring the
wishes of the Kluane First Nation.

In September, | was honoured to join the Burwash Landing
community at a celebration to recognize some of the steps made
to replace the aging Kluane Lake School in Destruction Bay
with the new Kéts’adan Ku in Burwash Landing. While I
recognize that we still have much work to do, some steps that
we have taken so far include: a memorandum of understanding
signed in June 2020; a commitment of between $20 million to

$28 million in funding under the 2022-23 five-year capital plan;
a Yukon asset construction agreement signed this year; and a
joint funding commitment announced last month of more than
$22.5 million from the Government of Yukon and the
Government of Canada, with support through the Investing in
Canada infrastructure program.

When | was in Burwash last month celebrating this
milestone with the community, it was so special to hear the
voice of the Kluane First Nation citizens, including Chief Bob
Dickson and Elder “Gramma” Lena Johnson. I saw first-hand
the joy and excitement of the students of the Kluane Lake
School as they danced and sang songs in Southern Tutchone
and how the children spent the afternoon playing and laughing
while we all gathered in the community hall.

Gramma Lena spoke about the community’s history with
colonial education and residential schools, but also emphasized
how “we are all built the same” and she doesn’t “see colours”.
Gramma Lena said that “our skin may make us look different
but, in our hearts, we are the same.” She said that this new
Kets’adan Kuy, to be built closer to home and in the heart of their
community, is an opportunity for us to work together to — and
I quote: “... teach children to do our best, to help each other
out, and about community — both sides.”

I am humbled and honoured to play a part in helping
Kluane First Nation and the Burwash Landing community
move their decades-long advocacy for the Kets’adan Ky, which
will ensure students in Burwash have access to a modern
learning facility for years to come.

Shaw nithén. Thank you.

Mr. Istchenko: It seems like this government likes to
talk about projects that are delayed and behind schedule.
Yesterday, it was the Faro fire hall and public works building;
today, it’s the Burwash school. I would be remiss if I didn’t
acknowledge the official name of the new school, the Kets’adan
Ku, which, as the minister mentioned, means “House of
Learning” in Southern Tutchone. In my opinion, it is the perfect
name.

A bit of a history lesson for the members on the other side
of the House — the previous Yukon Party government first got
the ball rolling on this in 2015. As we all know, the Kluane First
Nation has been asking for a school in Burwash for generations,
and | was pleased to start this process. As MLA for Kluane, |
originated a meeting with the then-minister and the local First
Nation, and we signed an MOU. When the current government
took office in 2016, this project was put on the back burner.
Year after year, | saw money for the Burwash school planning
in the budget, but sadly, that money wasn’t spent and no work
was done on this important project on behalf of the Kluane First
Nation.

It wasn’t until 2021 that the planning process really got
started. |1 do have to mention that it was an honour for me, as
the MLA for Kluane, to sit in on the planning session via Zoom
with the First Nation and the community. It was great to hear
the vision for the school from the community and especially
from the kids who participated.
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This new school in Burwash will be a boon for the
community and will finally fulfill the long-lasting request from
the Kluane First Nation. Now the real work needs to get shovels
in the ground and it needs to begin, but there are some
outstanding questions. First off, we haven’t heard much in the
way of timelines for this project — both at the funding
announcement and the ministerial statement. So, can the
minister tell us how the design and construction will play out?

Is the design work underway? What are the tendering and
construction timelines? | know this is a question for Highways
and Public Works, but the Minister of Education probably has
a pretty good idea about the timelines for this project. So, will
the government meet with the residents of Destruction Bay to
gather input about the future of the old Kluane Lake School?
Does the government already have plans on what the old school
should be used for? Does the government plan on tearing down
this school, or will they renovate and repurpose the old school?
Has money been set aside to deal with the old Kluane Lake
School?

The Burwash school should have been dealt with a long
time ago, Mr. Speaker; however, | am personally pleased that
this project is finally moving forward, thanks to lobbying from
the local First Nation, Kluane First Nation, and myself as the
MLA. I’'m very happy for the Kluane First Nation Chief and
Council that finally, after decades of asking for a new school in
Burwash, their request is finally being fulfilled.

I look forward to the day when the kids from Burwash and
the surrounding area can attend this school in their community.
Thank you. Ginilschish.

Ms. White: T’'m delighted to stand in celebration of the
long-awaited school construction in Burwash Landing,
Kets’adan Ky.

This has been a long wait and it has taken more than 100
years to get us to this point. So, congratulations to the Kluane
First Nation who will soon have back what they have fought so
hard to have: the ability for their children to learn in their own
community. The NDP, long before my time, have long
championed a school in Burwash Landing because that’s what
we were told was needed by the Kluane First Nation. |
remember my first visit to Burwash Landing after being elected
and there were signs on all of the government buildings
highlighting the century-plus long wait for a school. This is a
topic that has been raised by leadership on each and every visit
I’ve had in the community.

The school is a result of decades of unwavering dedication
from the Kluane First Nation. When | think about those years
of work, | reflect back on a CBC interview in 2004 when Mary
Easterson, a Kluane First Nation elder, was talking about a
petition that was tabled in this very Assembly for a school to be
built in Burwash Landing. She talked about the many petitions
over the years that asked for a school. She said — and | quote:
“The community wants input into the education of their
children. We want elders involved with the teachings of values
and language with our children.”

Finally, that day is getting closer, and for that, we thank the
citizens, the elders, and the leadership of the Kluane First

Nation who never wavered in their desire to bring education
back to their community where it belonged.

Hon. Ms. McLean: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker,
and | thank my colleagues, particularly the Leader of the Third
Party, for the comments here today. | think that the member for
the Yukon conservative party needs some history lessons as
well here today, which | am going to endeavour to give.

Our government is investing in schools to support the
Yukon’s growing population and to provide modern learning
spaces for every Yukon student. After years of inaction by the
Yukon conservative party and their lack of investment in
Yukon’s education system, we are now just beginning to create
a modern, inclusive education system. That has been one of my
primary focuses as minister and the previous minister before
me.

Last year, | was pleased to be at a land blessing at the site
of the new Whistle Bend elementary school with the Member
for Riverdale North, First Nation members, and local
contracting company Ketza Construction. Truly, we put our
tent into the building of that school as well.

More than $25 million is included in this year’s budget for
the construction of the school, which will be the first new
elementary school in Whitehorse in more than 25 years. The
Whistle Bend school will be able to accommodate 425 students
and is expected to be completed in 2023-24.

| take note of the questions that the member asked here
today, and | will work with the Highways and Public Works
minister to bring back those details to the House.

In addition, over the next five years, we are investing in a
number of school projects, including over $45 million for the
replacement of the Ecole Whitehorse Elementary School, over
$6 million for structural upgrades to the Ross River School,
more than $2 million for the Robert Service School modular
addition, and $1.6 million for experiential learning spaces
across the territory.

Mr. Speaker, for 14 years, the Yukon Party ignored the
problems in our education system and resisted change. They
ignored the more than 100-year-old request by Kluane First
Nation for a new school in Burwash Landing, even while the
community had an MLA in Cabinet. The Yukon conservative
party’s approach to school infrastructure was a failure; it just
simply was a failure. They built an elementary school to replace
a high school. They alienated the local contracting industry in
the process. They ignored the Yukon’s francophone population
and wasted millions of dollars fighting the francophone school
board. It took years for our Liberal government to repair
relationships with the contracting industry and the francophone
community and to get things back on track.

That is why | am so pleased to see the Kétsadan Ky project
move ahead. Earlier this year, the community was consulted on
the conceptual design and the best options for moving forward.
The building is now in the design phase. We will continue to
work with the Kluane First Nation to discuss a design and
construction of the school. The tender and the completion date
will be confirmed, as | said earlier, once additional project
planning is complete.
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| want to thank our partners in this project, including the
Kluane First Nation and the century-long dedication to ensuring
Yukon learners in their community can receive high-quality
education.

Speaker: This then brings us to Question Period.

QUESTION PERIOD
Question re: Health care services

Mr. Cathers: Earlier this year, the Minister of Health
and Social Services promised Yukoners that a new walk-in
clinic would be opened in Whitehorse.

A CBC article from April 8 said, “Her department is
looking for space for the first government-run clinic in the
territory, which she said will be staffed with local doctors and
nurses.”

The minister told media that the new walk-in clinic would
be opened in the spring of 2022. This was welcome news to the
thousands of Yukoners without a family doctor who currently
have no other choice but to seek care from the emergency room.
Unfortunately, Mr. Speaker, it is October now and there is no
walk-in clinic in sight.

Can the minister explain why she didn’t follow through on
her promise to open a new government-run walk-in clinic in
Whitehorse?

Hon. Ms. McPhee: | am happy to rise to speak to this
issue. | spoke at length to media yesterday. The member
opposite may have availed himself of that information or not,
but I am happy to repeat it here on the floor of the Legislative
Assembly today.

The Government of Yukon is committed to working with
our partners to increase Yukoners’ access to primary health
care providers. Just one way in which that could be happening
is having services provided at a walk-in clinic. It is just one of
the many projects that we are working on to meet the
recommendations in Putting People First and moving and
transforming Yukon’s health care system.

We are working with physicians, nurse practitioners, and
other health care providers to think creatively and to seek their
guidance with respect to how we might meet the challenge that
we face on how to best take action to meet the need. As | have
said, one of the needs might be the services of a walk-in clinic
to alleviate some of the patients having to go to the emergency
room for particular —

Speaker: Ten seconds.

Hon. Ms. McPhee: — health care concerns, and |
certainly look forward to future questions.

Mr. Cathers: Well, Mr. Speaker, the minister may try to
dismiss the question, but yesterday, she was asked about a
commitment that she had made. When she was asked by local
media why she failed to live up to her own commitment to open
a new walk-in clinic in the spring of this year, the minister
seemed to blame local doctors. She said that the department had
offered to help with set-up costs and some administration costs,
but local doctors turned her down. She said — and | quote:
“Those doctors ultimately chose not to pursue that business
model.”

Instead of seeming to blame local doctors for her broken
promise, why doesn’t the minister try to actually engage them
in a meaningful way to deliver on her promise to open a walk-
in clinic in Whitehorse?

Hon. Ms. McPhee: The member opposite does know
what | said yesterday about the explanation for the walk-in
clinic. There was no blame. We have continued. The issue here
is access for Yukoners to medical services. We have continued
to work with the Yukon Medical Association and the members
of the Yukon Medical Association and our nurse practitioners
here in town to come up with creative ways that we might offer
the walk-in type of services or a walk-in clinic. That work is
ongoing. It is a top priority and it continues and has continued,
though somewhat delayed over the summer months by the
negotiations that were happening with the Yukon Medical
Association, which resulted, of course, in a new Yukon Medical
Association agreement between the Government of Yukon and
the Yukon Medical Association for three years that will take us
through to 2025. That includes a new attachment and attraction
program. It is just one of the ways that we hope to work together
to help Yukoners access primary care needs. It does include in
that attachment and attraction program incentives, financial and
otherwise, for Yukon doctors to increase —

Speaker: Ten seconds.

Hon. Ms. McPhee: — their patient care load. We look
forward to the implementation.

Mr. Cathers: Mr. Speaker, the minister can attempt to
sidestep this question all she wants, but the government has
been very slow to act on the health care needs of Yukoners, and
despite the minister herself making a specific promise in the
spring that a walk-in clinic would be open very soon — she said
that it would be open in the spring — the Minister of Health
and Social Services has changed her position. Yesterday, when
asked by media for a date when a walk-in clinic would be open,
she couldn’t provide an answer. Many Yukoners who are
without a family doctor had been holding out hope that a walk-
in clinic opening in the spring would mean that they would no
longer have to seek health care from the emergency room.

When can Yukoners expect the Minister of Health and
Social Services to live up to the promise that she made earlier
this year to have a walk-in clinic opened in Whitehorse?

Hon. Ms. McPhee: The discussions regarding the
process of opening a walk-in clinic, or walk-in-clinic type of
services, are ongoing on a daily basis with respect to how we
might find a solution. It is a top priority, as | have noted.

Dr. Ryan Warshawski, the current president — or | guess
maybe not, maybe now the past president — of the Yukon
Medical Association said, in relation to our negotiations and the
agreement ultimately designed, is — and I quote: ... a robust
and well-functioning health care system is integral to the health
of Yukoners. The Yukon Medical Association is optimistic that
this new agreement will promote access to primary, speciality,
and hospital-based care ... It has dedicated funding to promote
equity and diversity at the individual, office, and organizational
level. | believe that this will make Yukon one of the most
competitive and desirable places to practice medicine in
Canada ... The agreement recognizes both the unique and
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integral role of physicians in both health care delivery and
leadership ... The Yukon Medical Association is committed to
working with the Yukon government as a partner in health care
moving forwards.”

Question re: Support for seniors

Ms. McLeod: Seniors on fixed incomes are finding the
inflation crisis difficult to deal with. Last spring, the Yukon
Party asked for action to help seniors this year, but the
government could not provide a single item in the budget
specifically introduced with seniors in mind. Now we are
hearing from some seniors that their pioneer utility grant, or
PUG, will be used up on just the first delivery of home heating
fuel.

Will the government commit to doing more for our Yukon
seniors who are going to struggle financially this winter?

Hon. Ms. McPhee: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker.

Making seniors a top priority with respect to how they
receive support here in the Yukon Territory is a priority for our
government. We have worked very closely with seniors
organizations, met with them over several years — the last few
years in particular with respect to how COVID is affecting
seniors and seniors organizations.

With respect to the utilities grant situation, you may well
know and members of this Legislative Assembly may well
know that we have determined that one of our inflationary
measures will be to provide a 10-percent payment to each
individual who receives the pioneer utility grant of 10 percent.
That will come in the new year once the individual amounts
that people receive can be calculated — | think in late
November. Thank you.

Ms. McLeod: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Now the minister has stated, or at least strongly suggested,
that a one-time 10-percent payment to PUG recipients is
sufficient, but it doesn’t help seniors address rising costs and,
even worse, they won’t receive it until next year.

This falls far short of the Yukon Party suggestion to double
the PUG last spring so that seniors could receive it this year.
That would mean an extra $1,173 if you live within the City of
Whitehorse and $1,257 if you live outside of the Whitehorse
city limits.

Will the minister commit to double the amount of the
pioneer utility grant and get it out of the door immediately?

Hon. Ms. McPhee: As I've noted in the previous
answer, Mr. Speaker, assisting seniors and supporting them
through this difficult time of high inflation across the world is
a top priority for our government. We’re helping low-income
Yukoners and seniors — in particular, those on social
assistance and caregivers of children in out-of-home care —
and introduced a range of measures to help those in need,
including a one-time payment to social assistance recipients of
$150. In addition to the note that | made earlier here regarding
the pioneer utility grant of a one-time 10-percent additional
payment to those recipients, a one-time payment of $150 is also
going to Yukon seniors — those who receive Yukon seniors
income supplement and those recipients.

In addition, a six-month extension of our $500 per month
to caregivers of children in out-of-home care has been done.
Also, $100,000 has been provided to the Food Network Yukon
to continue its support for food security across the territory.

Yukoners — seniors, in particular, and those on social
assistance and caregivers of children — are of concern and
likely our —

Speaker: Order.

Hon. Ms. McPhee: Thank you.

Ms. McLeod: The Liberal government is leaving many
seniors out in the cold this winter, and they need more support.
One of the programs that could make it more affordable to live
in their own homes is the homeowners grant. The homeowners
grant reduces the amount of property tax you pay for your
principal residence. Eligible individuals 65 and older can
receive up to 75 percent of the property taxes owing on their
residence to a maximum of $500.

Would the Liberals consider increasing this amount to a
maximum of $1,000 for eligible seniors until the inflation crisis
is over?

Hon. Mr. Silver: Mr. Speaker, as we have said a few
times as we have risen to our feet here in the Legislative
Assembly, our budget is always designed to making life more
affordable for Yukoners. We will continue to monitor
international crises and also local issues when it comes to
making life more affordable for Yukoners.

We have heard the opposition with some of their
suggestions as far as what we could do in the short term and the
long term, when it comes to inflation. With the release of the
interim fiscal and economic outlook, there are some bright days
ahead, as far as inflation, and as far as that goes, we will
continue to monitor the situation with inflationary short-term
relief. We’ll also continue to monitor the situation with COVID
and provide businesses and individuals with relief when it
comes to fighting the pandemic.

Outside of these extraordinary situations, everything we do
is to make sure that we make life more affordable for Yukoners.
We will continue to listen to some good advice from the
members opposite as well, as we do believe that good ideas
come from all political stripes, and we’ll continue to monitor
the inflationary situation, as we have with the over $5 million
that we committed a month ago and also the announcements
that my colleague, the Deputy Premier, just mentioned, when it
comes to specific relief for our seniors.

Question re: Hospital staffing

Ms. White:  After hearing repeatedly from Yukon nurses
about chronic understaffing at the Yukon Hospital Corporation,
our office inquired with the corporation to find out just how
short they are, and the answer was shocking. The Yukon
Hospital Corporation does not know how often or exactly how
short-staffed its departments are on an ongoing basis. Being
short-staffed means that patients are not getting the care that
they need when they need it, and it means that nurses who are
on shift have to work harder and for longer to fill the gaps. It
means that Yukon nurses are burning out faster and faster.
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Will the minister commit to tracking staff shortages at the
Yukon Hospital Corporation and ensure that nurses have the
support that they need to do their jobs?

Hon. Ms. McPhee: What the issue here that is being
asked about is our support for medical professionals — nurses
in particular, but medical professionals across the territory —
and absolutely, the support of those individuals and the world
pandemic that they have just led us through on the very front
lines is a top priority for our government.

I noted yesterday in my response to the budget speech that
it is almost unimaginable to determine how many and how
those professionals in particular led us through the pandemic
on a daily basis. They were there night and day, particularly the
nurses at the Yukon Hospital Corporation, but the nurses at our
community health centres were also required to be on call and
at the response to community issues almost 24/7. They all
deserve support. They all deserve relief, which is why we have
seen some shortages, because we insisted that they take some
time off. They all deserve our respect and the honour that —

Speaker: Ten seconds.

Hon. Ms. McPhee: — we hold them in high esteem for
the work that they do to keep and protect us.

Ms. White: So, my question was particularly about
tracking staff shortages at Yukon hospitals. We got lots of
words but very few answers to that one.

Emergency medical service shortages have also been a
chronic problem under this government, both in Whitehorse
and in rural Yukon. These shortages can be the difference
between life and death. Whether it is a car crash, a heart attack,
or a child swallowing something they shouldn’t have, Yukoners
expect that there is always an ambulance at the ready.

According to standard procedures, the department is
supposed to document how often there is a shortage of
paramedics and the duration so that they can adjust staffing
levels appropriately. A recent access-to-information request
shows that this is not the case. The government has no idea how
often or for how long emergency medical care is not available
for Yukoners. For a government that says that they make
evidence-based decisions, it seems that the actual evidence has
been —

Speaker: Ten seconds.

Ms. White: — missing all along.

Will the minister commit to tracking and publicly reporting
on ambulance shortages?

Hon. Ms. McPhee: | am very pleased to rise again to
speak about looking after the individuals who look after us. In
particular, there is a wide range of those individuals. They are
nurses, they are nurse practitioners, they are physicians, they
are EMS staff, and they are nurses and the support workers who
work in our community health centres. We have worked
extremely hard to make sure that those individuals are looked
after.

The issue noted in the question involves keeping track of
the kinds of shortages that we have and when we are not able
to provide the full breadth of care — or a full shift, for instance.
The member opposite might be asking about some very rare
situations where we have had to have additional support

brought into community health centres, et cetera, or into
hospitals where we regularly use travel or staffing nurses to
meet those models.

Speaker: Ten seconds.

Hon. Ms. McPhee: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. | look
forward to the third question because there is much more
information to provide to Yukoners.

Ms. White: | would have preferred to hear a
commitment from the Minister of Community Services, the
person responsible for EMS. Health care workers, after two and
a half years of giving everything they have, are struggling to
bear the workload put upon them by this government. A nurse
working in long-term care recently said that it was a good day
because they were only short a few nurses. E-mails from
hospital staffing managers urging nurses to come in to work
have called it a “crisis”.

We know that there is a shortage of health care workers in
this territory. The nurses on the floor know it, the paramedics
at the station know it, and the Yukoners who wait for hours to
access care and critical life-saving services know it. We also
know the old saying that you can’t manage what you don’t
measure.

So, this minister needs more than words to show her
respect for the health care professionals. She must commit to
ensuring that they are not working short shift after shift. Will
the minister tell Yukoners what she is doing to retain health
care professionals and prevent further burnout?

Hon. Ms. McPhee: 1 don’t agree with everything in the
preamble to that question, but I actually agree with quite a bit
of it. There are shortages in some places on some days, and we
must know the details of those — which we do. We must be
able to support the individuals who are required to work under
those conditions.

In particular, Yukon hospitals are working hard to employ
innovative solutions, as we are in community health centres, to
ensure that staffing models are well-planned and sustainable.

There is currently a national and global shortage of health
care providers, which | think bears repeating. Contingency
plans have been developed to deal with staffing shortages at all
three hospitals here in the territory, including moving staff
when needed. Long-term recruitment strategies are underway
to address shortages, both at the Yukon Hospital Corporation
and at Yukon Health and Social Services, because we have
different professionals working in each place, and we are
continuing to work with the Yukon Hospital Corporation to
develop a joint recruitment strategy. Short-term recruitment
strategies have been implemented, such as the use of agency
nurses, as | mentioned, incentive programs, accommodation, et
cetera.

Question re: Whistle Bend development

Ms. Clarke: Last week, | highlighted how the
Government of Yukon sold lots that fronted onto what are
called “green streets” in Whistle Bend. Despite contractual
commitments made by the Government of Yukon through the
sales agreements, they broke the contract and did not provide
what was promised to these homeowners. Instead of
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apologizing to these homeowners, the minister pointed fingers
and tried to blame the City of Whitehorse, but documents show
something different. The Yukon government’s own contract
registry shows a contract for almost $1 million that was
awarded by the Liberals for a job titled “Green street paving,
Whistle Bend subdivision 2022”.

Why did the Government of Yukon start paving the green
streets without talking to residents first?

Hon. Mr. Streicker: What I said last week and what 1’11
say again this week is that we work with the city. So, whatever
we have, our municipalities, we ask the municipalities what
they would like to see designed, and we will continue to work
with the city.

| believe that last week there was a meeting with residents,
and it included the city and, I believe, our officials. So, we take
the direction about what should be designed based on our
partnership with municipalities. It is Community Services that
does the development work, and then it is Energy, Mines and
Resources that sells those lots. We’re happy to keep working
with the city, and we’re happy to sit down and talk with
residents.

| understand that there are further meetings set up. |
reached out to the mayor right after the question was raised.
There’s an ongoing dialogue with us. We have letters going out
to respond to the neighbours, the residents.

Again, | make the offer that if the member opposite has
other concerns and questions, that she raise them to us directly
so we can follow up with those residents.

Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker.

Ms. Clarke: Here are the facts: The Government of
Yukon sold lots saying that they would front on landscaped
green walking paths. In April, the Government of Yukon
awarded a million-dollar contract to put a 20-foot-wide road
over top of these green walking paths without consulting the
homeowners they sold the lots to.

Last week, months after the paving already started, the
Liberals agreed to finally talk to homeowners. The problem is
that the government is not acting in good faith. Less than one
day after the so-called “consultation”, crews from the
Government of Yukon contractor were back on the green
streets conducting more work.

Will the minister agree to immediately halt work on the
green streets and start working in good faith with residents?

Hon. Mr. Streicker: Listen, it’s unfortunate to hear the
remarks from the member opposite. | believe that our public
servants are acting at all times responsibly. | have not been led
to believe anything different. There are concerns being raised
by some residents. We’re meeting with the residents to talk to
them about those concerns. We have work which is ongoing at
all times in the development — for example, of Whistle Bend,
but across all of Yukon communities — to do work. There are
times when there are concerns and they are raised. | just never
think that we should sit here and cast aspersions toward those
public servants who are doing what | think is a really great job.

So, | am saying here on this issue that it has been raised to
our attention and that we will work with the residents; we are
working with the residents. We are working with the City of

Whitehorse. The normal course of action here is that the city
does the planning work and designs what they wish to see
developed. It is Community Services that executes on that
development work. It is then Energy, Mines and Resources that
sells those lots. That is the appropriate working arrangement,
and we will work with residents.

Ms. Clarke: So, here is what has occurred so far. The
government sold lots promising walking paths. The
government then awarded a massive contract to put a road over
top of the walking paths. Once paving started, homeowners
were rightfully concerned and flagged this issue to the
government. The Liberals halted work to have a pretend
consultation. Then, to add insult to injury, less than one day
after the consultation began, the Government of Yukon sent
their contractor who is tasked with paving the green streets back
to start doing more work.

Is the minister at all concerned that his government is not
living up to its legal commitments made in the sale agreements
to my constituents?

Hon. Mr. Streicker: Mr. Speaker, what I will say is that
each time that | have ever — and it is not exclusive to this
specific issue — but that | have ever talked with the department
about the integrity of the work that they bring in support of
Yukoners in helping to develop and sell land and to follow the
wishes of the municipalities in the planning and design, it has
always been of the highest quality. | have no questions about
their integrity and the work that they are doing.

I will check back in again with the department. I will work
with the city. | will work with Community Services. | will make
sure that we are taking the time to hear from residents and I will
say to the members opposite that, of course, we are investing in
these expensive contracts because we are developing lots,
which is so critical for housing here in the territory. We will
continue to invest in the development of lots and land across all
of our Yukon communities because it is incredibly important
for all Yukoners.

Question re: Yukon Water Board role and
responsibilities
Mr. Kent:  Mr. Speaker, last month, Victoria Gold

brought the Yukon Water Board to court, alleging that the
board’s decision regarding their required security payment was
unfair. As a result, the Yukon Supreme Court has paused part
of the security payment. However, the judge also made a
number of concerning comments about the Yukon Water
Board. According to an article from CBC Yukon, she said —
and I quote: “Although the water board claimed to take no
position, its submissions amounted to clear opposition to the
application. It sought to take on the role it believed Yukon or
Na-Cho Nyak Dun should have played.

"In doing so, it overstepped its mark and became too
partisan. The water board must be careful: it is not an
adversarial party and should not act like one."

These are extremely strong words from the judge.

What is the government doing to keep the Water Board
from overstepping its mark?
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Hon. Mr. Streicker: Mr. Speaker, a few things. First of
all, I am not going to comment on the specific case that is in
front of the courts at this very moment. I can say that we have
done ongoing work with the Yukon Water Board around
security assessment, just making sure that we are aware of each
other’s work and trying to see if there are ways to streamline
the process. | can say, for example, that | was in conversation
with Eagle Gold today. | talked to the president of the company
not on this issue, but on other issues. We have an ongoing
dialogue with Eagle Gold. When it comes to the Water Board,
| respect their jurisdiction and their responsibility to assess
securities. There are times, of course, when we have come up
with different numbers. What we will always do is try to find
out how to make sure that the process works as well as possible.
I won’t be speaking about the specific issue in front of the court
right now.

Mr. Kent: Mr. Speaker, | can appreciate that the
minister doesn’t want to speak about the specific court case;
however, these were very strong words from the Yukon
Supreme Court Judge. According to the CBC Yukon article,
she says clearly that the Water Board has been overstepping its
mark and, in her words, “became too partisan.” She goes on to
say that she will consider the board’s submissions going
forward with caution because its approach has been “overly
adversarial.”

This is very concerning to the mining industry as the
Yukon Water Board is a very important part of the process of
developing and operating a mine in the Yukon. So, what is the
Yukon government doing to rein in the Water Board and ensure
that it is not behaving in an overly adversarial way?

Hon. Mr. Streicker: Mr. Speaker, again, | will not
comment about the specific case that is in front of the court; it
is not appropriate for me to do so. I have said and will say again
that we continue to work with the mining industry about issues
like security and we always will. We will continue to do so. |
and the Minister of Economic Development met recently with
the Chamber of Mines this morning. | spoke with the president
of the Chamber of Mines. There is always dialogue that is
ongoing.

What | can say is that we have assessed the securities for
Eagle Gold mine to go up by $30.8 million. My understanding
is that is security that is being paid. We will continue to work
with the Water Board. We have had ongoing conversations with
the Water Board about how to do that work with them. It’s not
specific to their ability to assess on a specific instance, because
we respect the authority that they have to carry out that work.
It’s about process and how to streamline it.

Mr. Kent: I’m not asking for the minister to comment
on the case itself. My concern is with what the judge has said
about the Yukon Water Board. In 2018, the Government of
Yukon entered into an MOU with the Water Board, which was
meant to support a constructive working relationship and
clarify roles and responsibilities between the Yukon Water
Board and the Yukon government.

Now, in the words of a Yukon Supreme Court Judge, the
Water Board is trying to take on the role that it believes the
Yukon government should play. It’s clear that the view of the

Yukon Supreme Court Judge is that the Water Board is
overstepping. The judge said, according to these local media
reports, “Although the Water Board claimed to take no
position, its submissions amounted to clear opposition to the
application.”

So, will the Government of Yukon use the powers
available to it in the MOU to rein in the Water Board and ensure
that this confusion about roles and responsibilities does not
negatively affect other mining projects in the territory?

Hon. Mr. Streicker: Mr. Speaker, the member opposite
just talked about how we are working with the Water Board to
address these situations. That is exactly what is happening. By
the way, why listen to the media reports? Why not just go get
the judgment directly? | have read the judgment; fine. It just
seems incredible to me that the member is talking about a
specific case which is in front of the courts and | will not
comment on it.

What | will say, and will continue to say, is that both the
Yukon Water Board and the Government of Yukon have the
responsibility to assess and set securities for our mines. That is
what is happening, and we will continue to work with the Water
Board to make sure that process is efficient and streamlined.

Speaker: The time for Question Period has now elapsed.
We will now proceed to Orders of the Day.

ORDERS OF THE DAY
OPPOSITION PRIVATE MEMBERS’ BUSINESS

MOTIONS OTHER THAN GOVERNMENT MOTIONS
Motion No. 436

Clerk: Motion No. 436, standing in the name of
Mr. Cathers.

Speaker: It has been moved by the Member for Lake
Laberge:

THAT this House urges the Yukon government to ensure
that territorial policing resources are not diverted to assist in the
implementation of the Government of Canada’s gun buyback
program.

Mr. Cathers: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I'm pleased to
rise today to introduce this motion on behalf of the Yukon Party
Official Opposition caucus. The motion is, of course:

THAT this House urges the Yukon government to ensure
that territorial policing resources are not diverted to assist in the
implementation of the Government of Canada’s gun buyback
program.

Now, Mr. Speaker, first of all, | want to emphasize four
things. It is important to take an evidence-based approach rather
than one guided by emotion. Public policy based on fear is not
the right approach to take.

Second, the so-called gun “buyback” program is actually
the proposed confiscation of lawfully acquired property from
Canadian citizens.

Third, it is clear that diverting public money and police
resources away from dealing with serious issues, including
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organized crime, would actually make the Yukon and other
parts of Canada less safe.

Fourth, the National Police Federation, which is the union
representing RCMP members, agrees that the federal Liberal
approach diverts police resources away from where they are
needed most.

The National Police Federation issued a position statement
about the matter of the Trudeau government’s firearm
legislation and the so-called “buyback” program in which they
clearly and specifically stated that those measures actually — 1
quote: “... diverts extremely important personnel, resources,
and funding away from addressing the more immediate and
growing threat of criminal use of illegal firearms.”

Mr. Speaker, it is clear to anyone who looks closer at the
evidence that the Trudeau government is proposing to divert
police resources away from where they are needed most and
instead would target licensed firearms owners and forcibly
confiscate their lawfully acquired property. The Liberals’
actions are politically motivated and are also contrary to the
advice of RCMP members and other experts on public safety.

Here at home, the Yukon RCMP have publicly made it
clear on several occasions how strained their resources are in
dealing with an increase in crime. This summer, they reported
that organized crime is becoming entrenched with at least five
organized crime networks operating here in the Yukon,
consisting of more than 250 individuals. Their resources have
not grown enough to meet the increase in the Yukon
population, much less this surge in organized crime.

This is a serious problem. When the Yukon RCMP
announced that information this summer, they also told the
public that the severity of organized crime in our territory
includes not just drug trafficking, but also human trafficking
and weapons trafficking. Diverting police resources from going
after organized crime would not make Yukon safer; it would
make the Yukon less safe — and make no mistake,
Mr. Speaker, that is what the federal government is asking this
government to do through supporting the implementation of
gun confiscation.

The federal Liberal government has asked provinces and
territories to help it confiscate thousands of lawfully acquired
firearms from licensed owners through its so-called “buyback”
program. Three provinces have already refused that request.
The Justice ministers of Alberta, Saskatchewan, and Manitoba
have all publicly come out in opposition to the federal
government’s gun confiscation plan. They have also made it
clear that when provincial and territorial ministers of Justice
meet with their federal counterpart, Minister Mendicino, they
will be delivering a strong message on behalf of their
governments, urging the federal government to cancel the gun
confiscation plan. This territorial Liberal government has a
choice to make: They can listen to RCMP members — and
again, | encourage all members of the government to read the
position statement issued by the National Police Federation, the
union representing the RCMP. They can listen to RCMP
members and Yukon firearms owners and join those three
provinces in opposing the federal gun confiscation plan, or they
can side with the federal Liberals.

In my letter to the Minister of Justice earlier this year, as
the Yukon Party Official Opposition Justice critic, we urged the
government to oppose the federal gun confiscation plan and
proposed a list of alternate actions focused on actually
improving public safety while also respecting licensed firearms
owners, and many of those measures are based on the
suggestions of RCMP members through the position statement
of the National Police Federation.

| tabled the letter previously — my letter dated June 8,
2022 — but | also just want to quote from part of it here for the
purposes of debate and so that it’s clearly reflected in Hansard
what we have suggested.

In my letter to the Minister of Justice, | said the following:
“On behalf of the Yukon Party Official Opposition, | urge you
to contact your federal colleague Minister Mendicino to oppose
Bill C-21.

“While more action is needed to address gun violence in
Canada, it is important to take an evidence-based approach to
this problem rather than one guided by emotion. Public policy
based on fear is not the approach to take.

“We strongly encourage you to read the position statement
by the National Police Federation (which is the union
representing RCMP members) on the matter of gun control
legislation. While their position statement on the current state
of gun violence in Canada was issued in November 2020, it is
directly relevant to this new legislation, as it addresses matters
including the so-called ‘buy-back’ program proposed by
Mr. Trudeau, and the federation’s own priorities.

“As stated by the National Police Federation, ‘Effectively
addressing the threat of Canada’s growing illicit firearms
market and related increased gang violence requires the urgent,
efficient, and effective deployment of law enforcement
expertise, personnel, and financial resources.’

“The union representing RCMP members goes on to state:
‘Costly and current legislation, such as the Order in Council
prohibiting various firearms and the proposed “buy-back”
program by the federal government targeting at legal firearms
owners, does not address these current and emerging themes or
urgent threats to public safety.’”

I went on to note in the letter: “We urge you to listen to the
expert advice the National Police Federation provided in that
position statement, and recognize that most of the gun control
measures currently proposed would actually divert important
personnel and resources from where they are needed most.

“Last year, the Toronto Police Service indicated 86% of
the guns seized in connection with crime were illegally
obtained from the U.S. black market and across the country,
most gun violence is connected to organized crime. The focus
of any serious, responsible plan to address gun violence in
Canada must target organized crime, and guns smuggled across
the border from the United States. It is also important to tackle
the causes of crime, including diverting at-risk youth from
becoming involved in gangs.

“I would note that we do see value in the proposed ‘red
flag’ and ‘yellow flag’ provisions aimed at individuals who
may pose a risk for others. While we encourage you to seek
expert advice and consult with Yukoners on how these
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proposed new measures compare to provisions already in the
Criminal Code for this purpose, we support in principle
strengthening the ability to take proactive action to prevent
crimes such as domestic violence and homicide.

“The Yukon Party Official Opposition suggests the
following specific actions:

“1. Appoint a Chief Firearms Officer for the territory,
reporting to the territorial government. This would make the
position more accountable, speed up the process of PAL
renewals for law-abiding citizens, and also allow for faster
suspension of a licence if required.

“2. Lobby the federal Liberals to cancel the proposed ‘buy-
back’ program, repeal the May 2020 Order-in-Council, and
allow law-abiding firearms owners to keep their legally
acquired property. As stated by the National Police Federation,
the ‘buy-back’ program actually ‘diverts extremely important
personnel, resources, and funding away from addressing the
more immediate and growing threat of criminal use of illegal
firearms.’

“3. Prioritize crime reduction, gang diversion, safe
communities, secure borders, Canadian enforcement agency
integration, and cross-border safety of the public and all police
officers. This was called for by the National Police Federation.

“4. Lobby for increased funding to the RCMP Border
Integrity Program, to enable dedicated proactive RCMP
investigative weapons enforcement activity and the
dismantling of gang and organized crime firearms smuggling.
This was called for by the National Police Federation.

“5. Help law enforcement properly address crime
prevention rather than focusing funding and resources towards
the ongoing monitoring of unrelated restrictions on licensed
and regulated firearms owners. This was called for by the
National Police Federation.

“6. Prioritize and lobby for increased resources for the
federal policing program of the RCMP. In 2018, the Yukon —
like other jurisdictions — actually lost police positions used for
investigations into matters such as drug trafficking and
organized crime due to federal cuts to this funding. That
funding should be restored, and enhanced.

“7. Lobby for Gun and Gang Violence Action funding
from the federal government to be able to be used by provinces
and territories for policing.

“8. Work with all orders of government to address the root
causes of organized crime, including early identification of at-
risk youth, diversion programs, and job-skills training to help
at-risk people find opportunities and productive alternatives to
becoming involved with a gang.

“We believe these alternative measures would be a more
effective approach to dealing with the real issues facing
Canadians, and improve public safety while respecting the
rights of law-abiding firearms owners.”

So, Mr. Speaker, as | noted, we have called on the
territorial government to oppose Bill C-21 and the gun
confiscation plan, deceptively referred to by the federal
Liberals as a “buyback” program.

In her response to my letter as well as in Question Period
yesterday, the Minister of Justice appeared to try to sit on the

fence and claimed to both support licensed firearms owners in
the Yukon while simultaneously avoiding saying anything that
might even slightly offend the federal Liberal government.

But, Mr. Speaker, Yukoners don’t want to hear non-
answers or see a non-position from the government. This is a
very important issue to many Yukoners who own firearms.

Like with the former federal long-gun registry, they expect
the Yukon government and the Yukon Legislative Assembly to
be willing to take a position on it on their behalf. | do want to
remind this House that, during the days of the long-gun registry,
this Legislative Assembly twice passed motions unanimously
opposing the long-gun registry. The first motion was tabled by
the then-Member for Vuntut Gwitchin, the late Johnny Abel,
and the second by myself.

The long-gun registry was eventually scrapped after going
massively over its original budget and wasting billions of
dollars, according to the Auditor General’s report. Likewise,
the Liberal government gun confiscation plan is already
predicted by independent experts, including the Parliamentary
Budget Officer, to cost vastly more than the Liberals originally
said it would. Estimates by the Fraser Institute predict the cost
may actually balloon to several billion dollars. That money
would be better spent on actually targeting organized crime,
and that is the heart of the motion here today.

As members may be aware, we have seen three provinces
come out in opposition to this plan and giving similar direction
to that which this motion seeks. Mr. Speaker, | want to just
briefly quote from what those Justice ministers said, and | will
quote from national news coverage. For Hansard, | will provide
them with links to those articles after | have concluded my
speech here this afternoon.

The National Post noted that Alberta was the first to
oppose the federal buyback program, with the province’s
Justice minister calling the program wasteful and unnecessary:
“It’s important to remember that Alberta taxpayers pay over
$750 million per year for the RCMP and we will not tolerate
taking officers off the streets in order to confiscate the property
of law-abiding firearms owners.” This was said by Tyler
Shandro, the minister in Alberta.

Moving on to Manitoba, the Hon. Kelvin Goertzen,
Minister of Justice and Attorney General, noted and was quoted
by the National Post as saying this in a statement: “Manitoba
has consistently stated that our approach to gun violence is to
focus on those who use weapons in crime, not law abiding gun
owners.”

“On September 13™, | wrote the federal Minister of Public
Safety, The Honourable Marco Mendicino, regarding the ‘buy-
back’ program for guns that federal Liberal government is
enacting. In that letter, | stated the following: ‘We feel many
aspects of the federal approach to gun crimes unnecessarily
target lawful gun owners while having little impact on
criminals, who are unlikely to follow gun regulations in any
event. In Manitoba’s view, any buy-back program cannot
further erode precious provincial police resources, already
suffering from large vacancy rates, from focusing on
investigation of violent crime.’
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“We will be bringing those concerns, along with the shared
concern of Saskatchewan and Alberta, directly to the federal
government next month in meetings of Ministers of Justice and
Ministers of Public Safety.”

I would note as well that those meetings, of course, are
something that the Yukon’s Minister of Justice will be part of
and has the opportunity — if the government does the right
thing — to take a similar position to that of those three
provinces and oppose the federal government’s plan in this
area.

Moving on to Saskatchewan — as quoted by CTV: “The
Sask. government doesn’t want the RCMP in the province
participating in that program in any way. ‘These firearms that
we are talking about in Saskatchewan belong to legal firearms
owners and they’re licensed, they’re heavily vetted and
monitored by the firearms office,” said Christine Tell, Minister
of Policing and Public Safety.

“Minister Tell has sent a letter to the head of the
Saskatchewan RCMP. In the letter she stated that the
government will not ‘authorize the use of provincially funded
resources of any type for the federal government’s buyback
program.””

Further, the Regina Leader Post quoted that same minister
as saying the following:

“‘As the federal government continues to plan for their
confiscation program, it is important to make clear to you, the
Commanding Officer of our provincial police service, that the
Government of Saskatchewan does not support and will not
authorize the use of provincially funded resources for any
process that is connected to the federal government’s proposed
‘buy back’ of these fire arms,’ she stated.”

Again, to summarize, what we are calling on the
government to do is very similar to what three provinces have
already done.

I would note, as well, that, in the Yukon context, as |
mentioned yesterday, in the most recent year-end review that
the RCMP released, they reported a 90-percent increase in
drug-trafficking offences, a 25-percent increase in robbery
offences, and a 43-percent increase in violence in relationship
offences.

RCMP report that organized crime here is becoming
entrenched, with at least five organized crime networks and
severity here, including human trafficking and weapons
trafficking, in addition of course to drug trafficking. So, it is
important to emphasize once again that diverting police
resources from going after organized crime will not make the
Yukon safer; it would, in fact, make it less safe.

So, we again urge the government and indeed all members
of the Assembly, including the Third Party, to join us in urging
the federal government to cancel the gun confiscation program
and to join in our call urging the minister to carry that message
loud and clear to the federal minister at the meetings that
they’re having this month.

Mr. Speaker, | also just want to briefly talk about the
principles of the matter at hand. For the health of our society,
it’s important for people to feel that, while they may not agree
with the government of the day, generally speaking, the

government is trying to protect their rights and is looking out
for them. It’s important for everyone to remember that we need
to respect what our fellow Canadians value, even if it is not
important to us.

In this particular area, the right to own firearms for
purposes including hunting is very important to a great many
Canadians, including Yukoners. It’s important to people across
the Yukon who use firearms for hunting, including subsistence
hunting, as well as for self-defence and defence of animals and
livestock. For an urban voter in downtown Toronto, the
possibility that you might have to defend your animals from a
predator, if you live in rural Yukon, is not something that is
well-understood, but | know that many people in the Yukon
have had to do that. If you have a bear on the prowl near your
home, having a firearm is one way of keeping yourself and your
family safe.

It’s important, when talking about the issue of the federal
government’s proposed confiscation program, for people who
are not aware of it, to keep in mind that the past practice in
Canada for many decades has been that if firearms laws were
changed, previously legal firearms that were no longer legal to
sell were in a situation where the owners of those firearms could
keep them but simply not resell them. The change and the step
across the line into what has been called a “buyback” program
is, in fact, confiscation and is a major change that is deeply
disturbing to many Canadians who value property rights. It’s a
gentle-sounding term for what it really is: the forced
confiscation of private property.

For many Canadians and many Yukoners, the principle of
that is not acceptable. For people who live in urban areas, or
even for some in the Yukon who have not grown up with
firearms or had them involved in their life, if they have not —
if firearms use for hunting, target shooting, and those types of
usages had not been part of their lives, they may not fully
understand why other Canadians value firearms in their lives
and why some depend on them as part of feeding their family.
Butas | noted, it is important, if our society is to be truly healthy
and our democracy to be healthy, to try to respect what our
fellow Canadians value and the things that are important to
them.

Mr. Speaker, | want to just — in summarizing here, the
approach that’s being proposed by the federal government is
costly. It is not an effective use of resources, and again, as |
noted, it is not just us but, in fact, also the union representing
RCMP members who have said that it diverts police resources
from where they are needed most.

Again, just in conclusion, | want to note that the National
Police Federation said that the so-called “buyback