
To the Yukon Legislative Assembly: 

This petition of the undersigned shows: 

THAT parents have been watching with increasing alarm the rising number of COVID-19 exposure n 
the last number of weeks; 

THAT the recent announcement by the Acting Chief Medical Officer of Health of the return of COVID-19 community 

spread to Whitehorse has heightened the fears of families with school-aged children still too young to be vaccinated that 
there will be further growth in cases within our school system; 

THAT it is necessary to be proactive in protecting students aged 5 -11 who cannot yet be vaccinated against COVID-19; 

THAT the health risks and interruptions to learning that result from potential exposure to COVID-19 are both avoidable 
and unacceptable, so it is necessary to use every tool available to keep classroom-based learning in place; 

THAT the enactment of a mask mandate in schools under the Civil Emergency Measures Act is an important step, but on 
its own may not prevent school and classroom closures due to positive COVID-19 cases in schools; 

THAT it is necessary to introduce further measures that allow classroom and school closures to be a last resort so to 
mitigate the significant negative social and economic impacts of classroom and school closures on Yukon families; and 

THAT the Government of Yukon possesses a stock of rapid tests for COVID-19 that will expire if not used; 

THEREFORE, the undersigned ask the Yukon Legislative Assembly to urge the Government of Yukon to: 

1. immediately implement rapid testing protocols at all Yukon schools where the epidemiological conditions suggest 

testing will help identify and limit COVID-19 infections, to align with actions taken in other Canadian jurisdictions, to 
manage COVID-19 caseloads in school populations; and 

2. change the Yukon Communicable Disease Control's directives to require, rather than recommend, self-isolation for any 
unvaccinated staff or student who is considered a close contact of an individual infected with COVID-19, thereby 

establishing a consistent approach across all Yukon schools rather than downloading the responsibility onto teachers and 
administrative staff. 
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