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YDC Chair's Opening Remarks 

Thank-you, Minister, and thank you Chair for the opportunity to 

provide information for the members of the legislature with respect to 

the Yukon Development Corporation. 

Chair, developing new sustainable sources of electricity is a 

fundamental step in reducing our overall carbon footprint. Yukon 

Development Corporation and Yukon Energy Corporation are working 

together to ensure that we have the electrical generation, distribution, 

and storage systems in place to meet the needs of the Yukon's growing 

population and economy, and achieve the territory's ambitious climate 

change commitments. Yukon Development Corporation also continues 

to research alternatives for large-scale renewable energy generation 

and storage that will provide a clean, reliable and affordable energy 

base to support the Yukon's long-term growth. 

Through the Independent Power Production Policy, the Innovative 

Renewable Energy Initiative, and the Arctic Energy Fund, we are 

encouraging the development of First Nations- and community-led 

renewable energy projects to offset the use of fossil fuels in generating 

electricity across the territory. Meeting our territory's growing energy 
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needs will require a broad, collaborative approach, and YDC is actively 

working with all levels of government, as well as the utilities, to identify 

and support the renewable energy projects that best address the 

Yukon's unique energy context. By bringing together local and 

traditional knowledge in our communities and First Nations, the 

technical expertise of our utilities, and effective policymaking by our 

governments, we will continue making progress towards a clean energy 

future. 

Chair, in addition to supporting investments in renewable energy, we 

continue to monitor impacts on electrical ratepayers. Diversifying our 

energy portfolio and making the best use of our existing system go 

hand in hand to strengthen energy security in our communities. 

Chair, thank you for the opportunity to speak on YDC's behalf, and I will 

now turn the floor over to the Chair of Yukon Energy Corporation. 
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Lesley Cabott Speech for Legislature 

• Thank you, Mister Pemberton. 

• Minister, Mister Speaker, thank you for the opportunity to 

be here today to share information with members of the 

legislature about ways Yukon Energy is working towards 

building the clean energy future that Yukoners have told 

us they want. 

• Mister Speaker, in July 2019, Yukon Energy released its 5-

year strategic plan with a bold vision to be a Canadian 

leader in sustainable energy by 2030. 

• Our vision at the time was to build a robust and affordable 

electricity system in Yukon that: 

1. Is based on sustainable, renewable and low-carbon 

sources; 

2. Abundantly supports Yukon's growth and prosperity; 

3. Is reliable enough to keep the lights on during our cold 

winters; and 
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4. Exemplifies respectful, mutually-beneficial and truly 

collaborative partnerships with First Nations 

governments and development corporations. 

• Mister Speaker, I'm happy to report that over the course 

of the last two and half years, Yukon Energy Board and 

staff have made good progress in each of these areas. 

• Yukon's electricity system is one of the cleanest in Canada. 

Over the last 25 years, an average of more than 95% of the 

electricity generated by Yukon Energy has come from 

renewable resources. 

• In recent months, Yukon Energy has also connected and 

started purchasing solar power from three independent 

power producers in the territory, increasing the supply of 

clean energy in the Yukon. 

• In January 2020, we released our 10-Year Renewable 

Electricity Plan. In it, we outlined our ambitious goal of 

supplying Yukoners with an average of 97% renewable 

electricity by 2030, and highlighted the projects and 

partnerships needed to achieve it. 
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• I'm pleased to report that earlier today, we reached a 

critical milestone in achieving the 97% clean energy target 

in our 10-Year Renewable Electricity Plan. 

• In today's federal budget, $32.2 million in federal grant 

funding was announced for Tlingit Homeland Energy LP's 

proposed Atlin Hydro Expansion project. 

• Purchasing reliable hydro power from Atlin, along with 

building one of Canada's largest grid-scale batteries in 

Whitehorse, and advancing our plans for the Moon Lake 

Pumped Storage project are all clear examples of the way 

Yukon Energy is delivering on our commitment to 

Yukoners and building an electricity system that 

o supports Yukon's growth, 

o decreases our reliance on fossil fuel power

generation during the winter months, and 

o increases the resiliency and reliability of our grid. 
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• These advancements have been made possible by the hard 

work and dedication of Yukon Energy staff and Board 

members in recent years, as well our proactive 

collaboration with First Nations governments and 

development corporations. 

• The way we partnered on the Battery project with the 

Kwanlin Dun First Nation and Ta'an Kwach'an Council in 

2020 is an example of the kind of First Nations 

partnerships we envision in the future. 

• Mister Speaker, Yukon Energy recognizes, acknowledges 

and expresses our sincerest thanks to First Nations 

governments in Yukon and British Columba for allowing us 

to own, operate and connect to critical energy 

infrastructure on their traditional territories for the benefit 

of all Yukoners. 

• Thank you, Mister Speaker. That concludes my opening 

remarks today. 
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