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(dated November 12, 2021) from Gord Curran, Mayor, Village of Teslin, to Kate White,
Leader of the Third Party (WHIt€), .........cooiiiiiiiiiiiiie e 1084
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FILED DOCUMENTS (continued)

35. Adult access to Pfizer-BioNTech’s Comirnaty COVID-19 Vaccine, letter re (dated

November 26, 2021) from Hon. Tracy-Anne McPhee, Minister of Health and Social

Services, to Brad Cathers, Member for Lake Laberge (Cathers), ......ccoooceveeeiiiiivinnnnnnn. 1098
36. Bill No. 8, Workers’ Safety and Compensation Act, letter re (dated December 1, 2021)

from Hon. Richard Mostyn, Minister responsible for the Workers’ Compensation Health

and Safety Board, to Stephanie Smith, BCGEU (MOStYN), ......ccccceviiiiiiiiiiiieeiiiiee e 1147
37. Bill No. 3, Act to Amend the Assessment and Taxation Act and the Municipal Act (2021),

letter re (dated December 1, 2021) from Kate White, Leader of the Third Party, to

Hon. Richard Mostyn, Minister of Community Services (White), ........ccccccvviiiiiiniiinennnnnn 1147
38. Yukon Government Public Service Commission 2 December 2021 Employee

ALESTALIONS (SIFEICKET), ottt 1147
39. Yukon Party Support for Extending Cancer Presumption to Wildland Firefighters, letter re

(dated November 30, 2021) from Kalin Pallett, President, Wilderness Tourism Association

of the Yukon to Currie Dixon, Leader of the Official Opposition (Mostyn), ........cccccceeeenne 1147
40. Bill No. 8, Workers’ Safety and Compensation Act, letter re (dated November 25, 2021)

from Frederick Koe, Chair, Board of Directors, Yukon First Nations Wildfire, to

Hon. Richard Mostyn, Minister of Community Services (MOStYN), .......cccccoovviereinniiereennnnn 1147
41. Change of clause 94, Division 4, Bill No. 8, Workers’ Safety and Compensation Act,

letter re (dated November 17, 2021) from Chad Thomas, CEO, Yukon First Nations

Wildfire, to Kate White, Leader of the Third Party (White), .......cccccovviviririiiiininiiiiiiiiininnnnns 1147

GOVERNMENT BILLS

Bill No. 3: Act to the Amend the Assessment and Taxation Act and the Municipal Act
(2021) (Mostyn)

Introduction and First REAAING, ........evveiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiiieieieisieisieesisrsrererereenreeneee.. 397
Y= ToT 0] Lo I =T Vo L] o 1154-1168
[}V (o TR 1168
Bill No. 4: Act to Amend the Motor Vehicles Act (2021) (Clarke, N.)
Introduction and First REAAING, ........evveiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieieiiiiieisieieieieesiererersrerresrerrre.. 397
Y =Yoo o = 1= T Uo 1o TR PSSR 462-464
DAV 1 o] o A TP SU O PRUT T 464
Committee of the Whole, ... 525-530, 672—673
Unanimous consent re deeming all clauses and title read and agreed to, ...... 673
Reported without amendment, ... 689
THIrd REAGING, «eeeiieiiiiiiiiiie ettt e et e e e e e s aeeeae s 868-869
Y73 o TR 869
Y ANSTST =T o1 PO PPN PPTPPRPPRRN 1202
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GOVERNMENT BILLS (continued)

Bill No.

Bill No.

Bill No.

Bill No.

5: Act to Amend the Territorial Lands (Yukon) Act (2021) (Streicker)

Introduction and First REAAING, ......vvviriiiiiiiiiiiiiiie st e s e e e e s srrran e e e e e e enns 314
Y =Yoo o [ LT To [T o TR SRR 404-406
(1Y ] To ] o 1R PP 406
Committee Of the WHOIE, .......eoviiiiiiie e 407-417
Reported without amendment, .........cceeiiiiiiiieiiie e 420
THIFd REAAING, +.eeiiiiiiiiiiiiie ittt as 869-870
[ 11711 o] o RO PRUT R 870
ASSENL, . 1202
6: Act to Amend the Safer Communities and Neighbourhoods Act (2021) (McPhee)
Introduction and First Reading, ......ccccccvviiiiiiii 327
Y=ot o] T I LT Vo L] o 431-437
DIVISION, ettt e e e e e e s e e e e e e 437
Committee of the Whole, ......ccooeoviviiiiiiiiieeeeeee e, 1064-1069, 1197-1199, 1200
Reported without amendment, .........cccooveei i 1201
Third REAAING, .oeiiiieiiiiiiiie e e e e e s e e e e e s e nnraeeeeeee s 1201-1202
[0V 153 (o TR 1202
ASSENL, e 1202
7: Act to Amend the Family Property and Support Act (2021) (McPhee)
Introduction and First Reading, .......cccccceviiiiiiiii 314
Y =Yoo o [ LT To [T o TR OSSR 406-407
01V (o o TR U 407
CommIttEe OF the WHOIE, ..veeeeiieeeeeee e 418-419
Reported without amendment, ..o 420
Third REAAING, ooeie oo 1063-1064
DIVISION, ittt et e e e e e e bbb e e e e e e e e e e e e 1064
ASSENL, e 1202
8: Workers’ Safety and Compensation Act (Mostyn)
Introduction and First REAAING, ......uvveviiiiiiiiiiiiiiie et e e e e e e e e e e e 363
Y =Yoo (o [ LT To [T Vo TR SO 555
0 1Y/ (o o TR 559
Committee Of the WHOIE, ....eeiiieiieeeee e 561-572, 1200
Reported without amendment, ... 1201
THIrd REAAING, oottt e e e e e e s e e e e e e e e e nneeees 1202
DIVISION, ottt e e e e e bbb e e e e e re e e e e e e e e aaa 1202
ASSENL, 1202

Xi
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GOVERNMENT BILLS (continued)

Bill No. 9: Act to Amend the Cannabis Control and Regulation Act (2021) (Pillai)

Introduction and FirSt REAING, ....ccoiiiiiieiiiiiie e 424
Y =Yoo o =TT Uo 1o TR PRSP 493-500
1Yo o 1R PP 501
Committee Of the WHOIE, .........ooiiiiiii e 700-706
Reported without amendmeENt, ..........cceoiiiiiiiiiii e 718
B 11 T == o 11 o T S 999-1002
D1V [o] o 1R PRSP 1002
ASSENL, 1202
Bill No. 10: Act to Amend the Territorial Court Judiciary Pension Plan Act (2021) (McPhee)
Introduction and First REAING, ........evviviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiiieiiieieeeierererereierererreeerre—.. 424
Y=o 0] Lo I == Vo L1 o R 814-815
D11V (o] TR RN 815
Committee OFf the WHOIE, .....oiiiiieiieeee e 1003—1004
Unanimous consent re deeming all clauses and the title read and agreed to, 1004
Reported without amendment, ..........cccceveviiiiii e 1017
LI 11 I == Vo 11 o TR PSS PRRRRRN 1092
[}V (o] TR 1092
ASSENL, e 1202
No. 202: Second Appropriation Act 2021-22 (Silver)
Introduction and First REAAING, ....ccvveeiieiiiiiiiiiiiiie e e e e e e e e 314
ST =Tolo] g ol =TT To 1o TR OSSR 336-359, 438-441
DIVISION, ittt ettt e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e 441
Committee of the Whole, ....... 442-451, 464-482, 501-514, 584-602, 643660, 673—689,

706717, 728-744, 757776, 787-802, 815-828, 850-856, 871-881, 891-898,
925938, 951-963, 974-988, 1093-1098, 1126-1144, 1169-1174, 1188-1197, 1200

Unanimous consent re deeming all lines in Vote 51 cleared or carried, .......... 799
Unanimous consent re deeming all lines in Vote 18 cleared or carried, .......... 815
Unanimous consent re deeming all lines in Vote 54 cleared or carried, .......... 851
Unanimous consent re deeming all lines in Vote 22 cleared or carried, .......... 852
Unanimous consent re deeming all lines in Vote 53 cleared or carried, .......... 852
Unanimous consent re deeming all lines in Vote 11 cleared or carried, .......... 933
Unanimous consent re deeming all lines in Vote 55 cleared or carried, .......... 936
Unanimous consent re deeming all lines in Vote 3 cleared or carried, .......... 1197
Reported without amendment, ... 1201
I a1 I S T=T=To 11 o TR PR PUPPPPPTRPRN 1201
[}V (o TR 1201
F AN ST ST =T | PO PP RPRPPRRN 1202
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GOVERNMENT MOTIONS

No.

No.

No.

No.

No.

No.

No.

84 - Re participation in sittings via teleconference (McPhee)
[N o) o= PSRRI 314
Unanimous consent re moving motion without one clear day's notice, ........ccccccceeevenns 334
(D= o= (< T PSR PRR 335
[0} 1 To] g = Ve | =T =To I (o TR PSSR 335
85 - Re pairing of members (McPhee)
N[0 1T = PP PP R TOUPPRPRR 315
Unanimous consent re moving motion without one clear day's notice, .............cccccco..... 335
[T o= L= PP OPPRRPRR 335
/o 1o g = Vo | == o 1N (o TR 335
86 - Re members participating via video conference (McPhee)
N[0 1o PP P P PPPPPPPPPPTTN 315
Unanimous consent re moving motion without one clear day's notice, ............ccccccvvvnns 336
(D L= o= (TR 336
[0 Te] g = To | (==Y I (o TR TP OPPRRRR 336
217 - Re supporting acting chief medical officer of health's recommendations
(Streicker)
N[0 1o PP P P PPPPPPPPPPTTN 861
(DT o= L= T PP PP PPPPPPPP 921-924
Debate adjourned (DiviSion) (DIXON), .......uvvvvererermrereeeesieneereerneeenirrreer———————. 924
243 - Re appointment of Yukon Human Rights Panel of Adjudicators Chief Adjudicator

and Deputy Chief Adjudicator (McPhee)

[N 0] {01 TR 1056

(L= o= (=R 1124-1125

1Y o] 1o g 1= Ve | =T=To 1N (o TRt 1125
244 - Re appointments to the Yukon Human Rights Commission (McPhee)

[N [0 TTOP PP PP POPPPPPIN 1056

(D= o= L= T TP P PPP P RPOPPPPPI 1125

1[0 1o g = To | =T =T o I (o TR SRS 1125
245 - Re appointments to the Yukon Human Rights Panel of Adjudicators (McPhee)

[N L0 {1 T 1056

(1< o= (R 1125-1126

Y (o] Te] g I=To | (=T=To N (o AT PP PP OPRPPPI 1126

HARPER, JEREMY (see SPEAKER)

Xiii
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HASSARD, STACEY
Questions, oral:

Building renovation Program, ........oooiiieeiiiiiiee et 1023
COVID-19 vaccination requirement rollout, ..........ccccceeeveeeiiiciieeeee e, 582, 886, 1124
Faro community SUPPOIT SEIVICES, ...vviiieeiiiiiiiiiiieee e i s st e e e e e e s s santaeee e e e e s snnrnaaeereaeesnnnns 867
Financial support for parent caregivers of children with disabilities, ............c.ccccceeenn 890
Land deVeIOPIMENT, ......eiiiiiiiie et e 949
Land diSPOSItION PrOCESS, ..vvviiieiiiiiiiiiiiiiee e e s iiitte et e e et s st e e ee e e s s santereeaaeessannrnraeeeeaeaaannns 864
MiNING ASSESSMENT PIOCESS, .eieeeiiiiiiiiieiieeeieiitttereeee et s sastrarreeaeessansrrrrreeeeesaansnranereeees 1088
Secure MEICAl UNIE, oo e e e e st e e e e e e s e anbeeeeeeee s 642
Sexual abuse within elementary SChOOI, .........ccooiiiiiiiiiiii e 917
Teacher Staffing, ..o ————— 973
Weigh station exemption PErmMItS, .......ccovvviiiiiiiii e 1153
Workers’ Compensation Act amendmMENtS, .........coccvviiiiieeriiiiiiiiiee e sssieer e e e 998

Speaks on:

Bill No. 4: Act to Amend the Motor Vehicles Act (2021): Second Reading, .................. 463
Bill No. 4: Act to Amend the Motor Vehicles Act (2021): Third Reading, .........cccccccuvue. 869
Ministerial statements:
COVID-19 vaccination VErifiCation, ...........cooiveeuuiiiiiieiieiieiieee e e e e eeens 1086
YUKON 511 SEIVICES, .eeeiiiiiiiiitiiiiiee e e ettt ettt e e e et e e e e e s e sanbn e e e eae s 915
YUKON EIECHICILY FALES, .ooieie e ie e e 1118

ISTCHENKO, WADE
Questions, oral:

(230 g Tz SR a1 T= LT o R 0= PPt 1059
Carbon tax exemptions for home heating, ......c.cocooeiiiiiiiiiii e 752
Energy supply and demand, .........cccooiiioiiiiii e 753
Finlayson caribou herd management, ............cccccuveiiiiiiiiiiiiieieieeeieieieeeereeee .. 838
L 01 BV o To To =TV o] o] | S 523
Rural fire ProteCtion SEIVICES, ......cccuviiiiiee et er e e e e s eeeaeeeennns 919
Rural solid-waste transfer Stations, ......ccccooeeiieeieieiiee e 583, 1025, 1184
Wildlife harvest alloCationS, ..........ccooiiiiiiiiie e 813

Speaks on:
Ministerial statements:

Quill Creek timber harvest plan, ........cccccceie e 1058
Single-use ShOPPING DAGS, ..vviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiee e 364
United Nations Climate Change Conference, ........ccccoooccveeiiniiiiiiiene e 993
Youth Panel on Climate Change, .......ccccciiieeeiiiciiiiece e 457
Yukon Climate Leadership COUNCIl, ....ccccvviveeeiiiiiiiiiiiie e 722

Xiv
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KENT, SCOTT

Questions, oral:

COVID-19 rapid tESHNG, .occuverereieeeiiiiiiieie e e e e e serte e e e e e s s st e e e e e e e s ssnterereeeeeseannnraneeeeees 887
Faro area mining claims and [EASES, ..........ccocciiiiiiiee i 1061
MiNING ASSESSMENT PIOCESS, .eieeeiiiiiiiiieiieeeieiitirereree et s sisrrarreeaessaanstrrereraeesaannnranereeees 1087
RESOUICE GatEWay PrOJECE, ..iiieiiiiiiiiieiieeeeeiititee e e e e e s s sstrre e e e e e e s s santeeeeeaeessnnrnraeeeaaeaeannns 812
S To] pTo o]l o TN K] o T RSO PP PUPPPOPIP 1150
Sexual abuse within elementary SChOOl, .........cccociiiiiiiiiii e 403, 551, 604

Sexual abuse within elementary school, Child and Youth Advocate review of, ....323, 333

Student behavioural issues at Jack Hulland Elementary School, .461, 491, 520, 724, 754

Teacher Staffing, ....cccooieie i 836, 950
Speaks on:

Bill No. 5 - Act to Amend the Territorial Lands (Yukon) Act (2021): Second Reading, .405

Bill No. 5: Act to Amend the Territorial Lands (Yukon) Act (2021): Third Reading, ...... 870

Ministerial statements:

Clean energy [egiSIation, ..........cocuiiiiiiiii e 694
Draft Dawson regional land use plan, ..o 780
Robert SErvice SChOOI, ......ooeviiiiiiiieeeeee e 885
Motion No. 84 - Re participation in sittings via teleconference, ...........ccccccovivvvvvvnnnnnnns 334
Motion No. 85 - Re pairing of MembDers, ... 335
Motion No. 113 - Re amendment to Standing Order 76, ..........ccccccvvvvvvirieiniririnininininnnn. 385

Motion No. 243 - Re appointment of Yukon Human Rights Panel of Adjudicators Chief
Adjudicator and Deputy Chief AdjudiCator, .......ccccceviiiciiiiiiee e 1125

LEGISLATIVE RETURNS

8. Response to Written Question No. 8, Written Question No. 9 and Written Question

No. 10 re: compensation for placer and quartz mining claim holders, successor resource

legislation, and land withdrawals and staking bans (Streicker), ........cccoviiiiiiiiiniiiennnn 324
9. Response to matter outstanding from discussion with Ms. Van Bibber related to a

ministerial statement re: Innovative Renewable Energy Initiative (Streicker), .................... 516
10. Response to Written Question No. 7 re: pedestrian-activated crosswalks in Watson Lake

(O F= 14 T A 1 TR PP 516
11. Response to Written Question No. 12 re: Yukon Resource Gateway project (Clarke, N.), ....516
12. Response to matter outstanding from discussion with Ms. Clarke related to general

debate on Vote 18, Yukon Housing Corporation, in Bill No. 202, Second Appropriation

Act 2021-22 - 4th and Jeckell housing project (Pillai), .........cccooeeeeiiiiieeniiiieeeiieee e 914

XV
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LEGISLATIVE RETURNS (continued)

13.

14.

15.
16.
18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24,

25.
26.

27.

28.

Response to matter outstanding from discussion with Ms. Tredger related to general

debate on Vote 18, Yukon Housing Corporation, in Bill No. 202, Second Appropriation

Act 2021-22 - demolitions and transition units (Pillai), .......ccccccoeviiiiiieieeeiiiiieeeece e 914
Response to matter outstanding from discussion with Ms. Tredger related to general d

ebate on Vote 18, Yukon Housing Corporation, in Bill No. 202, Second Appropriation

Act 2021-22 - carbon tax tracking (Pillai), .........cceeeiiiiiiiiiiie e 967
Response to Written Question No. 4 re: Whistle Bend school (McLean), ..........cccoocoveenee 993
Response to Written Question No. 11 re: individualized education plans (McLean), .......... 993

Response to matter outstanding from discussion related to the appearance of witnesses

from the Yukon Workers’ Compensation Health and Safety Board before Committee of

the Whole on November 25, 2021 (MOSEYN), .....uvuuvrururirieinieeriereieesrnrnenrerrirnnn... 1147
Response to Written Question No. 1 re: court cases involving the Government of Yukon

and Written Question No. 2 re: legislative drafting (McPhee), ......cccccccvviviiiiiiiiiiiienen, 1178
Response to Written Question No. 6 re: Whistle Bend Place (McPhee), ........ccccccoiieene 1178

Response to matter outstanding from discussion with Mr. Kent related to general
debate on Vote 53, Energy, Mines and Resources, in Bill No. 202, Second Appropriation
Act 2021-22 - Vangorda (StreiCKEr), .ueeiii it 1178
Response to matter outstanding from discussion with Ms. White related to general debate
on Vote 22, Yukon Development Corporation, in Bill No. 202, Second Appropriation Act
2021-22 - clearing along Robert Service Way (Streicker), .......cccoceeveieie e, 1178
Response to matter outstanding from discussion with Mr. Dixon related to general
debate on Vote 22, Yukon Development Corporation, in Bill No. 202, Second Appropriation
Act 2021-22 - carbon credits (SIriCKET), ....uiiiiiiiiiiieie e 1178
Response to matter outstanding from discussion with Ms. White related to general debate
on Vote 22, Yukon Development Corporation, in Bill No. 202, Second Appropriation Act
2021-22 - public information sessions (StreiCKer), ..o, 1178
Response to oral question from Ms. Van Bibber re: school zone safety (Clarke, N.), ....... 1178
Response to matter outstanding from discussion with Ms. White related to general debate

on Vote 3, Education, in Bill No. 202, Second Appropriation Act 2021-22 - Old Crow
SEaffing (MCLEAN), .eeeiieiiiiiee ettt et e e st e e e st e e e e sbaeeeeans 1178
Response to matter outstanding from discussion with Mr. Kent related to general debate
on Vote 3, Education, in Bill No. 202, Second Appropriation Act 2021-22 - bus arrival
SEANAAIAS (IMCLEAN),  ..etiiiiiiieiii ittt ettt e e e e e sttt e e e e e s e abnbe et e e e e e e e e nnnanees 1178
Response to matter outstanding from discussion with Mr. Kent related to general debate
on Vote 3, Education, in Bill No. 202, Second Appropriation Act 2021-22 - bus arrival
S ez T [0 Fo T S (Y (ol I=T= T o ) TR PP PRPP PP 1178
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LEGISLATIVE RETURNS (continued)
29. Response to matter outstanding from discussion with Mr. Kent related to general debate
on Vote 3, Education, in Bill No. 202, Second Appropriation Act 2021-22 - educational
ASSISTANTS (MCLEAN), .uvvviiiiieeeiiiiiiiiie e e e e s e s e e e e e e s s s r e e e e e s e st e e e eeeesantnbaneeeaeeesannnnranes 1178
30. Response to matter outstanding from discussion with Mr. Kent related to general debate
on Vote 3, Education, in Bill No. 202, Second Appropriation Act 2021-22 - staffing
reporting t0O] (MCLEAN), ...ccoiiiiiieiiiie ettt e e e e e 1178
31. Response to matter outstanding from discussion with Ms. White related to general debate
on Vote 3, Education, in Bill No. 202, Second Appropriation Act 2021-22 - staff vaccination
AtteStation (IMCLEAN), ..iiiiiiiii ittt e et e et e e e st e e e st e e e e e sbrreeeans 1178
32. Response to matter outstanding from discussion with Ms. White related to general debate
on Vote 3, Education, in Bill No. 202, Second Appropriation Act 2021-22 - adult learning
supports and programs (MCLEAN), ......cccvvvviiiiiiiiieie e 1178

McLEAN, JEANIE

Speaks on:

Bill No. 202: Second Appropriation Act 2021-22: Second Reading, ........ccccccccvvvvvvvnnnnns 351
Ministerial statements:

LGBTQ2S+ inclusion action plan, .........ccccccvvveiiiiieeiiiieee e 518, 519

Robert Service SChOOI, .......ooovuiieieeieeeeeeee e 884, 886
Motion No. 112 - Re coverage for the cystic fibrosis drug Trikafta, ...........ccccviiiennnn 377
Motion No. 169 - Re resignation of Deputy Premier from Cabinet, ............cccccccvvvvvnnnns 612
Motion No. 200 - Re NaloXone Nasal SPray, ......c.cccccccccceeeeermememmmmmimmnmnrnn.. 844
Motion No. 236 - Re non-confidence in GOVErNMENt, ........ccccceeeiiiiiiiiiieeee e 1038

McLEOD, PATTI

Questions, oral:

CondominNiuM INSUFANCE COSES, ..eeiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeee ittt e e e e et ee e e e e e s abebeeee e e e e e e aneenees 1185
First Nation SChOOI QOVEIMANCE, .........cuvvivuviiieieieiiieieieeareirrerreeierrrnrererere——.. 786, 835
FOrESIIY INAUSTIY, eeeiiiiie ittt e e e e e s et e e e e e e s e e nabeeeeeaaens 1122
Magnetic resonance imaging PrOGraIM, .......cc..eeeeeiaeaiaiiureiieeaaaeaaaierreeeeaeseaarreaeeeaaaaeaaans 698
MIAWIFEry 1€GISIAtION, ....cooiiiiiie i 996
Pedestrian-activiated street lights in Watson Lake, .......ccccccceeeviiiiieiieee e cccieieee e 889
QL= T L= 1 7= L3110 TR SRR 726
Watson Lake CONLINUING CAIE, ...ccuvuviiiieeeisiiiiiiieieeeseseitetnreeeeesssnsntenneeeesesessnnsnnneeeeeessannns 639
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McLEOD, PATTI (continued)
Speaks on:

Bill No. 3: Act to the Amend the Assessment and Taxation Act and the Municipal Act

(2021): SECONd REAAING, ..icvvvrieiieeeiiiiiiiiie e i e e e s e st re e e e e e s s r e e e e s e s e nnaaeeeeeeeeeanns 1158

Bill No. 8: Workers’ Safety and Compensation Act: Second Reading, ........ccccccceeevnnnns 557
Ministerial statements:

Emergency mediCal SEIVICES, .......cooiiiiiiiiiiiiieiiiiie et 487

Trondék Hwéch'’in youth centre, ... 750

McPHEE, TRACY-ANNE

Speaks on:

Bill No. 6: Act to Amend the Safer Communities and Neighbourhoods Act (2021):

Y= ToT0] T N T Vo L] o 432, 437
Bill No. 7: Act to Amend the Family Property and Support Act (2021):
ST =Yoo ol 2 =T To 1o TR PP 406, 407
Bill No. 7: Act to Amend the Family Property and Support Act (2021):
Third REATING, .oeveviieiiiiiiiieeeee et 1063
Bill No. 10: Act to Amend the Territorial Court Judiciary Pension Plan Act (2021):
Y=Y olo] g ol 2 =T To 1o TR RSP 814, 815
Bill No. 10: Act to Amend the Territorial Court Judiciary Pension Plan Act (2021):
Third REATING, .ovveveiiiiiiiiiieeeeee e 1092
Bill No. 202: Second Appropriation Act 2021-22: Second Reading, .......c.cccccevvvveeennnnn 346
Ministerial statements:
Copper Ridge Place renovation, ...........cccccccceivieiminimimiminini.. 577,579
COVID-19 vaccination reqUIr€mMENtS, ............eeeeveevrrrmimrmmmmmrnmnnernnnnnnninn. 833, 835
COVID-19 vaccinations for youth, ........cccccceiiiiiiiiiie e 967, 968
COVID-19 vaccine and safety Measures, ........cccccccvveeeiiiceiieeeeneeesseinnnes 424, 426
COVID-19 vaccine booster ShOtS, .......cccccvviiiieiiiiiiee e 637, 639
Prenatal nutrition program, ........ccccccevviiiiiiiii e 944, 945
Motion No. 84 - Re participation in sittings via teleconference, .........cccccocveiiiniiinnnn 334
Motion No. 85 - Re pairing of Members, ... 335
Motion No. 86 - Re members participating via video conference, ...........ccccocvceveeennnns 336
Motion No. 112 - Re coverage for the cystic fibrosis drug Trikafta, ..........ccccccceieiinnnis 371
Motion No. 200 - Re NaloXone NAasal SPray, ......ccccceeiiieeiiiiieeeiiiiee et 848

Motion No. 243 - Re appointment of Yukon Human Rights Panel of Adjudicators

Chief Adjudicator and Deputy Chief AdjudiCator, ..........ccoccuiieeiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeee e 1124
Motion No. 244 - Re appointments to the Yukon Human Rights Commission, .......... 1125
Motion No. 245 - Re appointments to the Yukon Human Rights Panel of Adjudicators, .1126
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MINISTERIAL STATEMENTS

Clarke, Nils

COVID-19 vaccination verification (Hassard/White), ...........c........
Single-use shopping bags (Istchenko/Tredger), ......ccccccoevvvverennnn.

United Nations Climate Change Conference (Istchenko/Tredger),

Youth Panel on Climate Change (Istchenko/White), ...........c.........
Yukon 511 services (Hassard/Tredger), ......ccccoceevmieeeernineeenninnn.
Yukon Climate Leadership Council (Istchenko/Tredger), ..............

McLean, Jeanie

LGBTQ2S+ inclusion action plan (Clarke, Y./Tredger), ................
Robert Service School (Kent/White), .........ccccoviiiiiiiiiiieiinieeee

McPhee, Tracy-Anne

Copper Ridge Place renovation (Cathers/Tredger), .......ccccccccvnnnns
COVID-19 vaccination requirements (Cathers/White), .................
COVID-19 vaccinations for youth (Cathers/Blake), ............ccccc...
COVID-19 vaccine and safety measures (Dixon/White), ..............
COVID-19 vaccine booster shots (Cathers/Blake), .........ccccccvvnnns
Prenatal nutrition program (Cathers/Blake), .........cccocoieiiniiieennn

Mostyn, Richard

Emergency medical services (McLeod/White), ........cccccccvvvvvvnrnnnnns
Flooding in Yukon (Cathers/White), .........ccccccvvvivvvrerirmnninininininnnnns
State of emergency in Yukon (Dixon/White), .........ccccceeeeiiiiinnnnns
Trondék Hwéch’in youth centre (McLeod/Blake), .........cccccevnunnee.

Pillai, Ranj

Creative and cultural industries strategy (Van Bibber/Blake), .......
Great Yukon Summer Freeze program (Van Bibber/Blake), .........
Housing initiatives fund (Clarke, Y./Tredger), ......cccocceceiniieeennnnn
Yukon housing summit (Clarke, Y./Tredger), .......ccccceeeviiiiiininnnnn.

Silver, Sandy

Yukon Days (DIXON/WHhIte), .......ccoiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiee e
Yukon Forum (DiXOn/WhiIt€), ........ccceeiiiiiiiiiiiiiiie e

Streicker, John

Battery energy storage system project (Van Bibber/Tredger), ......
Clean energy legislation (Kent/White), ........cccccevvvereeeiiiiiiinnnnnenn.
Draft Dawson regional land use plan (Kent/White), ...........c..........
Innovative Renewable Energy Initiative (Van Bibber/Tredger), ....
Quill Creek timber harvest plan (Istchenko/White), ..........cccccceeee...
Yukon electricity rates (Hassard/Tredger), ......cccccoveeennineneinnnnn.
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MOMENT OF SILENCE OBSERVED
In honour of REMEMDBIANCE DAY, ....ccvviiiiiiiiii ettt et e e sb e e e e sbneeeen 831
In recognition of shooting INCIAENE IN FAr0, .......uuiviiieiiiiiiie e 603

MOSTYN, RICHARD
Speaks on:
Bill No. 3: Act to the Amend the Assessment and Taxation Act and the Municipal Act

(2021): SeCONd REATING, ..ieiovvveieiiiiiieiiiiee ettt 1154, 1167
Bill No. 8: Workers’ Safety and Compensation Act: Second Reading, ................ 555, 558
Bill No. 202: Second Appropriation Act 2021-22: Second Reading, .........cccccevvvveeennnn 352
Ministerial statements:
Emergency medical SEIVICES, ......vvvvviiiiiiiiiieeceeeeeeeee e 486, 488
Flooding in YUKON, ..ccooviiiiiiiieiee et 328, 329
State of emergency inN YUKON, ..........cueiiiiiiieiiiiiiiiiiieieieieiereinieieennn. 806, 808
Trondék Hwéch’in youth centre, ..., 749, 750
Motion No. 112 - Re coverage for the cystic fibrosis drug Trikafta, ...........ccccvciiiennnn 374
Motion No. 113 - Re amendment to Standing Order 76, ..........coccveveveeeeiiiiciiiiineeeeeenne 390
Motion No. 168 - Re reviewing social assiStance rates, ........cccceccveeeveeeeeiiiiiiieieeeeennnnns 632
Motion No. 169 - Re resignation of Deputy Premier from Cabinet, ...........ccccccovcieeennnn 616
Motion No. 200 - Re Naloxone Nasal SPray, ........cccccccccceeeermrermimmmmmmmmmmr... 846
Motion No. 236 - Re non-confidence in GOVErNMENt, ........ccccceeeiiiiiiiiiieeee e 1040

Motion Respecting Committee Reports No. 1 - Re concurrence in the 15t Report
of the Standing Committee on Rules, Elections and Privileges, ................ 1186, 1187

MOTIONS (see GOVERNMENT MOTIONS, MOTIONS OF URGENT AND PRESSING NECESSITY,
MOTIONS OTHER THAN GOVERNMENT MOTIONS, MOTIONS RESPECTING COMMITTEE
REPORTS and MOTIONS, WITHDRAWAL OF)

MOTIONS IN COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE

No. 1 - Re appearance of withesses from Yukon Development Corporation and Yukon
Energy Corporation (Streicker)

Y[ 1Y T o TP PP PTOOPUPPPPTRN 525

YT 1T g = Vo | (=TT I (o TSRS 525
No. 2 - Re appearance of witnesses from Yukon Hospital Corporation (Streicker)

Y[ 1Y T o R PP PTOPPUPPPPTT 891

1Y/ T 1T g = Vo | (=TT I (o TSRS 891
No. 3 - Re appearance of witnesses from Yukon University (Streicker)

101V =T o TP PPP PRI 1003

1Y/ T 1T g = Vo | (=TT I (o TSR 1003
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MOTIONS IN COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE (continued)

No. 4 - Re appearance of witnesses from Yukon Workers' Compensation Health and
Safety Board (Streicker)

[\ To] e[l g Ir=To | C=T=To I (o TR PP P PP PP PUPPPPTPPPPPN 1064
No. 5 - Re appearance of withesses from the Office of Yukon Chief Medical Officer
of Health (Streicker)

MOTIONS OF URGENT AND PRESSING NECESSITY
No. 4 - Re sexual abuse within elementary school (Dixon)
Unanimous consent to move and debate motion pursuant to Standing Order 28

requested (NOt Granted), ...cccccceeeeeie i ——— 319

MOTIONS OTHER THAN GOVERNMENT MOTIONS
No. 112 - Re coverage for the cystic fibrosis drug Trikafta (Blake)

[N L0 1oL TR 317
(DT o= L= T PP OO PPPPPPPP 370-378
Motion agreed tO (DIVISION), .......eeueeuerrererererererereerreeereereerrerrerrreree———————————————. 378
No. 113 - Re amendment to Standing Order 76 (Dixon)

[N (o] 1o PP PPP TP PPPPPPPPPTN 324
(L= o= (TR 379-393

Amendment proposed (MOSEYN), ...oc.ueeiiiiiiieiiiiie et 392
Debate adjourned on motion and amendment (Time expired) (Pillai), ........cccccoceeennn 393
Amendment removed from Order PAPEr, ...cc.ueeevieeiiiiiiiiiiee et 859

No. 167 - Re extending the Special Committee on Electoral Reform’s reporting deadline

(White)
[N (o] 1o PP PPP TP PPPPPPPPPTN 549
Unanimous consent re moving motion without one clear day's notice, ............ccccccvvvnns 560
(L= o= (TR 560
Motion agreed to (DIVISION), .....ccueeeiiiiiiieeeiiiee ettt 561
No. 168 - Re reviewing social assistance rates (Blake)
[N L0 {1 T 549
(DT o= L= TP PRRT PP 622-632
Debate adjourned on motion and amendment (Time expired) (Mostyn), ........cccccceeenne 633

XXi
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MOTIONS OTHER THAN GOVERNMENT MOTIONS (continued)

No. 169 - Re resignation of Deputy Premier from Cabinet (Cathers)

N0 1T =R PP U PPRPRR 573

[T o= L= TP PRUR TP 609-622

Motion agreed to (DIVISION), ......ceeeeiiiiieeiiiit ettt 622
No. 200 - Re Naloxone nasal spray (White)

[N o) o= PSRRI 802

(D= o= (< TR PTPR 839-849

Motion agreed t0 (DIVISION), .i.icciiiiiiiiiiiee e e e e s s r e e e e e s s s e e e e e e ssnrnrareeeaeeeann 850
No. 236 - Re non-confidence in Government (Dixon)

[N L0] {01 TR 967

(D L= o= (TR 1027-1047

Motion negatived (DIVISION), .....icueiiiiiiiieiiiiiee ettt e e e e e e b ee e 1047
No. 239 - Re establishing a publicly funded community walk-in clinic (White)

N[0 1o PP P P PPPPPPPPPPTTN 989

(D= o= (TSP PP 1047-1052

Debate adjourned (Time expired) (MCPRhEE), .........vuivriiriiiriririniiirieiiieieieininrernininnnnnnn. 1052

MOTIONS RESPECTING COMMITTEE REPORTS
No. 1 - Re concurrence in the 15t Report of the Standing Committee on Rules, Elections

and Privileges (Streicker)

[N (o] 1o OO P PP PTPPPPPPPPPTN 363
Notice to call motion as government-designated business (McPhee), ..........ccccccvvvnns 1154
(D= o (TS PSP 1186-1187
Motion agreed to (DIVISION), ......cueeiiiiiiie ittt ettt e e e e 1187

MOTIONS, WITHDRAWAL OF

Blake
MOLION NO. 19, i e et e e e e e e e e 311
Motion No. 83 (not placed on NOLICE PAPEI), ....eceiiiiiiiiiiiiiieie e 311
Motion No. 174 (not placed on NOtICE PAPEI), ....ooeiiiiiiiiiiiiieeiiee et 311
1Yo 110 o T N0 TR S 1145
Motion No. 237 (not placed on NOtICE PAPEI), ..c.coeiiiiiiiiiiiiieiiee e 991
Motion No. 253 (not placed on NOtICE PAPer), .....cccoviiiiiiiiiiieeiiiiee e 1083
Cathers
Motion No. 81 (not placed on NOLICE PAPEI), ....cceiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiie et 311
MOLION NO. 138, oottt e e et e e e e e e e e e 913
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MOTIONS, WITHDRAWAL OF (continued)

Cathers

MOLION NO. 157, ettt e et e e e ettt e e e e e e e s s saabeeeeeaeeesanrnbneeeaaeeeaanns 663

Motion No. 187 (not placed on NOtICE PAPEN), ...evveeiiiiiiiiiiiiie e e e e e e 777

1Y o) o T T N o T L L T PSR PSR 859

Motion No. 246 (not placed on NOtICE PAPEr), .....coeiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeiiiee e 1083

Motion No. 266 (not placed on NOLICE PAPEr), .....ceeiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiiiiiee e 1145
Clarke, Y.

1Y o) o T T N o T < T PSR TPRR 719
Dixon

MOLION NO. 27, ettt e ettt e e e e e e e s sttt e e e e e e e s s saabeeeeeaeeesanbnbaeeaaaeeeaanns 311

Motion No. 170 (not placed on NOtICE PAPEI), ........euvrrviiriririminirieieieiererreninrninininnnn. 603

Motion No. 209 (not placed on NOtICE PAPEI), ........euvrrvriiirimimieirinieieieierrrninrnininennnn. 859
Hassard

Y oy fo] a EoT AN Lo O KT J= T Lo < 3 S 719

MOLION INO. 1682, ..eiiiiiiiiiiiie ittt ettt e e e et r e e e e e s s s bbb e e e e e e e e s anbabneeeaaeeeann 859
Istchenko

o) o] TN o TR 1 7 SRR 719
Kent

MOLION INO. 153, oottt e e e e e e e e s e s bbb e et e e e e e s e abnbneeeeaeeeanns 575
McLeod

o] 1[0 T N o TS YN 311

o) 1[0 T N\ o TR 1O R 421

MOLION NO. 159, oot e e e e e st b e e e e e e st bbneeeeaeeeaans 719

MOLIONS NO. 232 AN 233, ..o a e e a e e e e 965
Tredger

o) o] a T N o TR 15 3 965
Van Bibber

MOLION INO. 143, ottt e et e e e e e e s e s bbb e et e e e e e s nbbbneeeaaeeeaan 547

[ o o] T N o TR T 1145
White

MOLION INO. 45, ettt e ettt e e e e e s s abb b e e e e e e e s nbabaeeeeaeeeanns 311

Motion No. 117 (not placed on NOLICE PAPEI), ...ccoieiiiiiiiiiiiiiee it 361

o) o] T Ao TR 15 421

[ oy fo] A ET N Lo O e 1A= T g o N I 1 JR 859

Motion No. 212 (not placed on NOLICE PAPEI), ...coiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeiiiie e 859

MOLION INO. 221, oottt e e e et e e e e e e s e s aa b b e e e e e e e e e annbaneeeaaans 1083

o) To T N0 T2 1145
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NOTICE OF PRIVATE MEMBERS' BUSINESS

Opposition private members' business

Order of business for October 14, 2021 (Tredger/Kent), .....ccccccccviiviiierereeeiiiiiiinneeeens 334
Order of business for October 27, 2021 (Kent/Tredger), ...cccccccceevviiciiineeeeeeiessiiineeeen 584

Point of personal privilege re correction (Tredger), ....ccoovceeeeeviiiiiieeeeeeeesiisnenns 603
Order of business for November 10, 2021 (Tredger/Kent), .....cccccoveccvvreeeeeeiiiiiivnnennenn 814
Order of business for November 24, 2021 (Kent/Tredger), ....c.cccoceeiiieieeiiiieeeiiiieeens 999

NOVAK, JOSEPH
Remarks re ReEMemMDBrance DAy, ......ccccccceeiiiiiiiiiiiec et e e e e e e e e e e s annrraeeaee s 829

PETITIONS

No. 1 - Re climate change lens (Tredger)

PrESENTEU, ..o 281
RECEIVE, .. et 314
RESPONSE (SIFEICKET), .uvviiiiiiiieiieiieieeeeeteteteeseereeeaeeaeeeeaeeeeeeeeeaeeerersrerersesrsrsenrersrsnnrnrnrnrnrnnes 516
No. 2 - Re financial support for full-time parent caregivers of children with disabilities (Blake)
[ (ST L (= To R 281
[ L=To1= 1Y/ <o PR 314
RESPONSE (MCPREE), .oeeiiiiiiie e 517
Additional signatures presented, .........ccccciiiiiiii 518

No. 3 - Re sexual assault at Hidden Valley Elementary School (Cathers)

PrESENLEU, .o 423
[ LETo1= 1Y/ <o 456
Additional Signatures PreSeNted, .........cooiicciiiiiieeee e 486, 806
RESPONSE (MCLEAN), .eeiiiiiiiiieei ittt ettt e e et e e 663
No. 4 - Re continuing care facility in Watson Lake (McLeod)
PrESENLEU, .o 577
RECEIVE, ...ttt e e 604
RESPONSE (MCPRNEE), ...ttt a e et e e e e e e e eans 805
No. 5 - Re mandatory COVID-19 vaccinations (McLeod)
LR CTST= 1 (Lo R 664
[ LETo1= 1Y/ <o 693
Additional SIgNatures PreSENIEA, .........eieiiriiieiiiiie et 828
RESPONSE (SHIVEL), oottt et et e st e e et e e e e e 831

XXiv
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PETITIONS (continued)
No. 6 - Re self-isolation and COVID-19 rapid-testing protocols for schools (White)

L = ET=T o1 (o PSR RR 832

Y= Tol= TV =T o [P RRTPRR 861

RESPONSE (MCPRNEE), ...ttt s e e e e e s e e e e e e e e s e s anraaereeees 1055
No. 7 - Re declaring a state of emergency in Mayo (White)

L (=151 1 (=T 1R PP OPPPPRRR 914

RECEIVEM, .ottt e e e e ettt e e e e e s s aa e b e et e e e e e s e babaeeeaaeeeaann 943

RESPONSE (MCPREE), .ot e e 1084
No. 8 - Re protecting tenants by preventing evictions without cause (Tredger)

L (11T 01 (=To [PPSR PP PR OPPPPPI 1117

RECEIVEM, ..t e e e s e b e e e e e e e e e e e e ae s 1147

RESPONSE (IMOSTYN),  oeeeeeiiiiiiiieieeeeeeeeeteeeeeseeeeeeeeeeeeesaesseeeeseeeseeeessresssesesssssnssensnsssnnnsnnnrnnns 1178

PILLAI, RANJ
Speaks on:

Bill No. 3: Act to the Amend the Assessment and Taxation Act and the Municipal Act

02022 ) STt o [0 I === o 1T TR 1162
Bill No. 9: Act to Amend the Cannabis Control and Regulation Act (2021):
Y= ToT0] T N T Vo L] o 493, 499
Bill No. 9: Act to Amend the Cannabis Control and Regulation Act (2021):
LI L1 I == T 11 o SO 999, 1001
Bill No. 202: Second Appropriation Act 2021-22: Second Reading, .........ccccoevvvveeennnn 357
Ministerial statements:
Creative and cultural industries strategy, ........ccccccccevvmvmrmiminininimininin. 1148, 1149
Great Yukon Summer Freeze program, ...........cccccceeeeeeeeeernemmmmmmmmmmm. 549, 550
Housing initiatives fund, ........cccccviiiii 862, 863
YUKON hOouSING SUMMIL, ... 317, 318
Motion No. 112 - Re coverage for the cystic fibrosis drug Trikafta, ............cccooceeeennnn 375
Motion No. 113 - Re amendment to Standing Order 76, ..........cccceevviiieeiiiieee e 392
Motion No. 168 - Re reviewing social assiStance rates, .......cccccvccvvrereeeeeiiiieiinnreeennnnnns 624
Motion No. 169 - Re resignation of Deputy Premier from Cabinet, ...........ccocccciieennnnns 617
Motion No. 236 - Re non-confidence in GOVErNMENt, ........ccccceeiiiiiiiiiieeeeeieiiiieeeeen 1036

XXV
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POINTS OF ORDER

Re accusing a member of uttering a deliberate falsehood (Cathers), ..........cccoovvvveeiiiiiciiinenn.n. 755
SPEAKEI'S TUIING, evvrriiiieeeii i e e s s e e e e e s st e e e e e s e snnrrreeeeeeeseanans 755, 782
Re accusing a member of uttering a deliberate falsehood (Streicker), .......cccovvvvveeiiiiiiiineeennn. 917
Speaker's ruling (defers rUliNG), ......oeeoiiiiieiiiie et 917
SPEAKEI'S TUING, .eveeeeiiiiite ettt ettt e et e e e et b e e e e sbr e e e e st aeeeeabbeeeean 946
Re accusing a member of uttering a deliberate falsehood (Cathers), .........cccccoviiiiiiiiiiennnn 1043
Speaker's statement (defers ruling), ...ccccccceeeri i 1043
Y 0 =T- =T (] 1 o R PSSR 1092
Re members not to involve the Speaker in debate (Cathers), ........cccccccvviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii, 1033
Y 01z 1S T 1110 TS 1033
Re members not to refer to members by name (Kent), .......ccccooviiiiiiiiiiiinie e 1035, 1036
SPEAKEI'S TUIING, evtviiiiieeiiitiii ittt e e e e e e e e e e e e e e ssnnnreeeeeeeeeanes 1035, 1036
Re referring to a matter that is sub judice (MCPNEE), .......coociiiiiiiiiiiiii e 321
SPEAKEI'S TUING, .eveeeeiiiieie ettt e et e e e st b e e e sbb e e e e sbbeeeeabneeeeaas 321
Re relevance, imputing unavowed motives and using insulting language (Cathers), ................ 845
Y 01z 1S =T 11 0o TS 845
Re relevance - length of remarks in raising a question of privilege (Silver), ........cccccocvviivininnnnns 671
Deputy Speaker's Stat@MENT, ............euuuuuirerireirieriieieierrrerrrrerr e ———————————————————. 671
Re relevance - motion (WHItE), .......coiiuiiiiiiiiiie e 844
SPEAKEI'S TUING, .evieeeiiiiiie ittt ettt e et e e et e e e sbb e e e e sba e e e e abbeeeeaa 844

PRIVILEGE, POINTS OF PERSONAL

Re correction re Notice of Private Members' Business (Tredger), .....cccccccvvurermrmimimemmmrmmnnnnnnnnnnn. 603

PRIVILEGE, QUESTION OF

Re social media advertisement by the Hon. Mr. Mostyn, Minister of Community Services

presuming the passage of a bill (Cathers), ........ccccooiiiiiii i, 670
Deputy Speaker's statement (defers ruling), ..., 671
Speaker's ruling (no prima facie breach of privilege or prima facie contempt), ............ 755

Re social media advertisement by the Hon. Mr. Mostyn, Minister of Community Services,

presuming the passage of a bill (Cathers), ..o 670

XXVi
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QUESTIONS - ORAL
Affordable housing

(O F= 15 =T 20 TR PSERRR 863

QILE=T0 (o =1 o SRR 429, 641, 1151

QL= TR TP TP 553
Biomass heating fuel (IStChENKO), ...ccvviiiiiie i 1059
Building renovation program

(HASSAIT), .eteeeeiiitieee ettt ettt et e e st b e e e st e e e e abe e e e e e bnn e e e arreeeean 1023

(VWHIEE), weeeeieiiie e ettt ettt ettt ettt e e st e e e et e e e sst e e e st e e e e antaeeeesntbeeeesnbaaeeesnnaeaaeans 668, 1090
Carbon tax exemptions for home heating (IStChenko), ........ccociiiiiiiiii 752

Chief medical officer of health authority

QLI [ L= 785

(VWIEE), ettt sttt e bt e s b bt e st et e shb e e s nr e e e bn e e b e e e ne e e e 606
Child and Family Services Act review (Clarke, Y.), i 783
Condominium insurance COoStS (MCLEOM), ....cvuviiiiiiiiiiiiii et 1185
COVID-19 pandemic business relief funding (DiX0ON), ........coocoiieiiiiiieiiiie e 810
COVID-19 rapid testing

(B o1 1) TR T PP PP PR T PPPPPN 947

(5G] 1 TSP 887

(VWIEE), ettt sttt e bt e s b bt e st et e shb e e s nr e e e bn e e b e e e ne e e e 866
COVID-19 school protocols

(o]0 TR PP PRRPPPRP 809

LT T10=) TSTSR 784
COVID-19 teStiNg (BIAKE), ...ueeeeieiiiiiie ittt ettt 865
COVID-19 vaccination requirement rollout

(D)0 ] ) O TP U PP OPPPTRPPRPI 554, 1120, 1150

[ F=TSET= 1o ) TSP 582, 886, 1124

V2T T =1 0] 0 T= ) TRt 1182
COVID-19 vaccine and safety measures

(1 F=T 4 =) T PSRRI 919

QLT [ =1 TR PSRRI 948

L2 T10=) TSSSSSS 725
Domestic violence support for women (Blake), ........cocceiiiiiiiiiiie e 888
Economic development fund (Van BibDDEr), .........ooiiiiiiiii e 1122
Energy supply and demand (IStChENKO), ......cccueiiiiiiiiiii e 753

Erik Nielsen Whitehorse International Airport reopening of international travel (Van Bibber), ..839, 1122

Faro area mining claims and 1€aSes (KENL), ........uiiiiiiiiiiiiieie e 1061

XXVii
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QUESTIONS - ORAL (continued)

Faro community support services

(= T3Sz (o ) TSP 867

(MWIEE), ettt e et s e e nnr e s e n e n e e 918
Financial support for parent caregivers of children with disabilities (Hassard), ............ccccceeeee.n. 890
Finlayson caribou herd management (IStChenko), .......ccccciviiieei i 838
First Nation school governance (MCLEOd), .........ccueiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiie it 786, 835
Forestry iNdUSEry (MCLEOM), ....ooiiiiiiiiiiiii ettt e 1122
Fuel-wood supply (ISLChENKO), ...eeeiieiiiee e 523
Health care services

(BIBKE), ettt 972, 1183

(0300 1 ) TSP 995

QLI [ L= 490

(VWIEE), ettt sttt e bt e s b bt e st et e shb e e s nr e e e bn e e b e e e ne e e e 837
Individualized education plans (Van BibDEr), ... 462
Internet CONNECHIVILY (TIrEAGET), ...eiiiiiiiiie ittt e e e e nannee s 1024
Land development (HASSArd), ........cooiuiiiiiiiiiieiiiiee et en e anneeas 949
Land disposition process (HasSSArd), .........oceeeiiiiiiiiiiiiieiieie et 864
Magnetic resonance imaging program (MCLEOM), ...........uuuuuuruumrmrmimimiurnininrernrennrnrnnnrernrnn.. 698
Mayo drinking water reservoir (Van BibDher), ... 1059
Midwifery legislation

(BIBKE), ettt e e 811

(O F= 15 = T 2 TR SO PR 1120

(/o] =T o o R PP TSR PPPRR 996
Mining assessment process

[ E=TSET= 1 ) TRt 1088

(5G] 1 TRt 1087
Mining project oversight (WHhILE), .........uuueuuuuiuieiiiiieiiiiiiiiieieieieierereierererrererre———.. 522, 1060
Non-confidence in governMent (DIXON), ............ueueueieieierrieieieree e —————————————————————————. 1026
Obstetric and gynecological care (Clarke, Y.), ..o 642, 667, 697
Old Crow water deliVer (TIrEAGET), ...eeiiiiiiieiiiii ettt et e e s s e e e e nbee e e e nees 697
Opioid crisis

(2110 TR PR TTURP PPN 1089

(VWIEE), ettt sttt st e et e e b e e st e e b e e e sbee e e 971, 1153
Pedestrian-activiated street lights in Watson Lake (McLeod), .......cccccceeeeiiiiiiiiiiiieeeniiiiieeeennn 889
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QUESTIONS — ORAL (continued)

Physician recruitment and retention

(2] 1) TS SRS 581

(O 1 =T £ SRR PSERR 521, 640, 946

(D)0 ] ) TR PSP UROURR TR 669, 696, 969, 1022
Political party fundraising

(0= 1 g 1T 1= TR SRR 1062, 1121, 1152

(B Ce1 1) TR PP PP PP PP PUPPPPPPPPPP 1181
Psychology profession regulation (Clarke, Y.), . 997
Resource Gateway ProjeCt (KENL), ....iceeiioiiiiioiiiiie it 812
Ross River School (Van BibDer), ... eeeeeenrernenenrnne 1152
Rural fire protection services (IStCheNKO), .........uuiuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiie e 919
Rural solid-waste transfer stations (IStchenko), ........ccccccociviiiviiiniiiiiiiiiien, 583, 1025, 1184
Safe at HOme Plan (BIAKE), ...cccooeiiie it 553
SChOOIl BUSING (KENL), ettt et e e e anb e e e 1150
School staff shortage (WHIt€), .......eeiiiiiiiieiie e 460
School zone safety (Van BibDEr), ... 920
Secure medical UNit (HASSAI), .......eoiiiiiiiiieiiiiie it 642

Sexual abuse within elementary school

(2] F2 1) TP 367
(Cathers), ....ccccoeveveeiiiieniees 322, 366, 368, 400, 402, 428, 488, 552, 580, 607, 666, 916
(Dixon), ......... 319, 320, 330, 331, 366, 369, 399, 427, 430, 458, 459, 489, 579, 605, 608
(HASSAIT), o eveeeeiiittie ettt ettt e et e e e s bt e e e ea bt e e b e e e aeee 917
(KEIIL), oottt n et en et enen s 403, 551, 604
L1 TR OSSR 321, 332, 401, 429
Sexual abuse within elementary school, Child and Youth Advocate review of
(]300 1 ) TSP 333
(GG 119 T PSP OPPT PP PPPPTOPPP 323, 333
Sexual assault Cases (Clarke, Y.), o —————— 492
Social assistance rates (BlaKe), .......oooiiiiiiiiiiii e 752
Species at risk 1egislation (TreAGEI), ....cueeiiiiiiie e 668
Student behavioural issues at Jack Hulland Elementary School
(KENL), ettt n e en e, 461, 491, 520, 724, 754
QY= La =71 o] o 1= o) TR PP PP OPUPPPPTR 723
Student psychoeducational assessments (Clarke, Y.), ..o 727
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QUESTIONS — ORAL (continued)

Teacher staffing

(= T3Sz (o ) TSP 973

(S 21 PRSPPSO 836, 950

(Yo I0=To o | TR PSSR 726
Watson Lake continuing care (MCLEOM), .....ccuvuiiiiieeiii et e e e s e e e e e s nrraee e e e 639
Weigh station exemption permits (HasSard), .........cccccoiiiiiiiiiieeiiiiiee et 1153
Whistle Bend SChoOl (Clarke, Y.), et 1091
Whitehorse Emergency Shelter

(B (e1 1) R O PP U PP PPPPPN 782

V2T T =1 0] 0 T= ) TR 751
Wildland firefighters workers’ compensation coverage (White), .......cccccocviviiiiiiiiiicie e 996
Wildlife harvest allocations (IStChenK0), ......ccoevvviiiiiiiiiiii e 813
Workers’ Compensation Act amendments (Hassard), .........ccccccvveeieeeiiiiiiiiiiece e criireeeee e e s 998
Youth Panel on Climate Change recommendations (Tredger), ......cccccoeeevniiieeiniiieeenniieeeeen 1123
Yukon Advisory Council on Women’s Issues membership (Clarke, Y.), ...cccocooiiiiiiiiiniiennnn 524
Yukon Hospital Corporation funding (Cathers), ... 699

QUESTIONS - WRITTEN

Re: clearance times at the Fraser border crossing (Kent), .......cccccccvuvivieimimimimimimininininnn. 1204
RECESS
Recess called by Deputy Speaker due to disorder in the gallery ...........ccccovvvvivivininiiiniiieiiiininn, 663

SESSIONAL ORDERS

Motion No. 84 - Re participation in sittings via teleconference, .........ccccccoiciiniiinniennnen, 335
Motion No. 85 - Re pairing of MEMDErS, .......ooiiiiiii s 335
Motion No. 86 - Re members participating via video conference, ..........cccoccceeinieeeniiiieennnnnn, 336

SESSIONAL PAPERS
9. Report from the Clerk of the Yukon Legislative Assembly on the Absence of Members from
Sittings of the Legislative Assembly and its Committees (October 7, 2021) (Speaker Harper), ..313
10. Report of the Clerk of the Legislative Assembly - Membership of the Special Committee
on Electoral Reform (October 7, 2021) (Speaker Harper), .....cccccovvieiieeenniiiee e 313
11. Yukon Conflict of Interest Commission Annual Report to the Legislative Assembly for the
Period from 1 April 2020 to 31 March 2021 (Speaker Harper), .......ccccooceeeeiniiiiiiieeeneeennnnnns 313
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SESSIONAL PAPERS (continued)

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.
18.
19.

20.

21.
22.

23.
24,
25.
26.
27.
28.

29.
30.
31.

Report of the Auditor General of Canada to the Legislative Assembly of Yukon - Mental

Health Services in Rural Yukon - Department of Health and Social Services (June 7, 2021)
(ST 01T LT g = T =T o S 313
Report of the Chief Electoral Officer to the Legislative Assembly - 2020 Annual Revenue
Returns Contributions Made to Political Parties - January 1, 2020 to December 31, 2020
(SPEAKET HAIPET), .eeieiieiiieie ettt ekt e et e e et e e e e nbr e e e e e 313
Getting Ahead of the Curve: Meeting the challenges to privacy and fairness arising from the use of
artificial intelligence in the public sector - Joint Special Report No. 2 June 2021 - Ombudsperson
British Columbia, Office of the Information & Privacy Commissioner for British Columbia, Yukon
Ombudsman, Yukon Information and Privacy Commissioner (Speaker Harper), ................... 313

First Report of the Standing Committee on Appointments to Major Government Boards

and Committees (July 27, 2021) (Clarke, N.), .o, 314
First Report of the Standing Committee on Rules, Elections and Privileges

(October 7, 2021) (MOSIYN), .eeieieiiieiee ittt ettt ettt s et e s anb e e e enbe e e e e nees 314
Yukon Development Corporation 2020 Annual Report (Streicker), .......cccccvviiiiineininnn. 397
First Report of the Standing Committee on Public Accounts (October 2021) (Dixon), ........ 423
Second Report of the Standing Committee on Appointments to Major Government Boards
and Committees (October 18, 2021) (Clarke, N.), oo, 423
Cannabis Yukon Annual report - Yukon Liquor Corporation - April 1, 2020 to

March 31, 2021 (PillA1), ..eeeeiiureieeiiiiiee ittt et e e st e e s st e e s b e e e s nrae e e nnaeeas 455
Yukon Arts Centre 2020/21 Annual Report (Pillai), .......ccccoiiiiiiiiiiiiiice e 486
Government of Yukon Financial Accounting Report - For the period of April 1, 2020

to March 31, 2021 - Mercer (September 22, 2021) (SIIVEN), ...oooeeiiiiiiiiiiiieeeiieee e 516
Yukon Heritage Resources Board Annual Report April 1, 2020 - March 31, 2021 (Pillai), ..548
Yukon Hospitals Year in Review 2020-21 (MCPhEe€), ....ccoovviiiiiiiiiii e, 633
Yukon Public Accounts 2020-21 (SIIVEL), cccieieii i 637
Yukon Hospital Corporation Consolidated Financial Statements March 31, 2021 (McPhee), ... 663
Yukon University 2020-2021 Annual Report (McLean), .......cccceeeeieieie e, 693
Zoom in On Children's Rights: 2020/2021 Annual Report - Yukon Child & Youth Advocate
OffiCe (SPEAKETN HAIMDET), ..eeiiiiiiiie ittt st e e e e e e e e e 749
Yukon Liquor Corporation Annual report — April 1, 2020 to March 31, 2021 (Pillai), ......... 884

Yukon Housing Corporation Annual Report - For the year ended March 31, 2021 (Pillai), ....943
Response to matter outstanding from discussion with Ms. Tredger related to general

debate on Vote 18, Yukon Housing Corporation, in Bill No. 202, Second Appropriation Act
2021-22 - carbon tax tracking (Pillai), ......eeeoeeooriii e 1017

XXXi



First Session, 35™ Legislature Index 2021 Fall Sitting

SESSIONAL PAPERS (continued)

32. Yukon state of the environment interim report 2021 - A report on environmental indicators

(3 F= 14 =T 1 0 TR 1147
33. Crime Prevention & Victim Services Trust Fund Annual report 2020-21 (McPhee), ......... 1147
34. Health Care Insurance Programs - Health Services - Fiscal Years 2011-12 to 2020-21-
Annual Report April 1, 2020 to March 31, 2021 (MCPhE€), .....ccovvvciviiiieeeeiiiiiiieeeee e 1178
35. Yukon Public Service Labour Relations Board Annual Report 2020-2021 (Streicker), ..... 1178
36.Yukon Teachers Labour Relations Board Annual Report 2020-2021 (Streicker), .............. 1178
37.Yukon Advisory Council on Women’s Issues Annual Report 2020-2021 (McLean), .......... 1178
SILVER, SANDY
Speaks on:
Bill No. 202: Second Appropriation Act 2021-22: Second Reading, .........ccccceeu... 336, 440
Ministerial statements:
YUKON DAYS, coiiiiiiiiiiiiee e ittt et e e e s e srteeee et e e e s s st e e e e e e s s snnnnneeeeaaeeseanns 1180, 1181
N0 1o 4T o U o TR 664, 665
Motion No. 113 - Re amendment to Standing Order 76, .........ccccccvvvvrvimieininininininininnnn. 386
Motion No. 169 - Re resignation of Deputy Premier from Cabinet, ............cccccccvvvvvnnnnns 620
Motion No. 236 - Re non-confidence in GOVEINMENT, ........cccccvoveeeiiiieeeniineeee e 1043
SITTING DAYS
No. 12 October 7, 2021 (TRUISAAY), .iovvveeeiiiiieeiiiiee ettt 311-324
NoO. 13 October 12, 2021 (TUESAAY), ...vvvvrrrrrrrurernrnrrirrnusrninrnrsesrnrnnsrnesesrsrsmnmnrnrnn——.. 325-360
No. 14 October 13, 2021 (WeANESUAY), ...uvvvrrrrrrrrrrririeirininrersisrninisrnnninrnrsmnmnrsnn———. 361-393
No. 15 October 14, 2021 (TRUIMSAAY), ..vvvvrrrrrermreirieirieieirininierernrerersrersrnrrre———————————. 395-420
No. 16 October 18, 2021 (MONUAY), ..vvvrrururrrrrrreieiereieieirininrernrsrsrnrsrsrnrnrerrr———————————. 421-452
NO. 17 October 19, 2021 (TUESUAY), ...vvveeeiurrieeiiiiieeiitieeeeaiiree e sttt e e ssibr e e sebreeesnbaeeesnnnaees 453-482
No. 18 October 20, 2021 (WeANESUAY), ...eicuvreeeiiiiieeiiiiieeiiiieeesiieee et eesebeee e 483-514
No. 19 October 21, 2021 (TRUISAAY), ...vveieiiiriiieiiiiie et 515-545
No. 20 October 25, 2021 (MONUAY), .ovvveeeiiuriieeiiiiiee it ee ettt et e et snebr e e snbaeeesennaeeas 547-573
NO. 21 October 26, 2021 (TUESAAY), ...teeeteieiaiiuiiiiiiaaaaaiiteieeeeeaeaeaaibebeeeaaaesesanbnreeeaaaaaaanns 575-602
No. 22 October 27, 2021 (WedNESAAY), «.veeeeeiiiriiiiiieae ettt e ettt e e e e e e 603-633
NoO. 23 October 28, 2021 (TRUISAAY), ..veeereieeiiiiiiiiiiee ettt e et e e e e e e e e e e aaes 635-661
NoO. 24 November 1, 2021 (MONAAY), ..vveeirieiiiiiiiiiiiee ettt e e e e e e e e 663-689
NO. 25 November 2, 2021 (TUESAAY), ...eeeeirurreimiiireieeiitieeeeiniteeeeaniteeeesnineeeessssseeessnneeeessneeeas 691-718
No. 26 November 3, 2021 (WedNE@SUAY), ...cuvveieiiureieeiiiieieiiiieeeaniitieesiteee et eesnnneeee s 719-745
No. 27 November 4, 2021 (TRUISAAY), ..vvveiirriiieiiiiieeiiieee e T47-776
No. 28 November 8, 2021 (MONUAY), ...veeiriiiiiiiiiiiiiea ettt e e e e e e e 777-802
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SITTING DAYS (continued)

NO. 29 November 9, 2021 (TUESAY), ...eteeirurrreeiiirrieeiitireeeiaiireeeasiereeesairneeessnnreeesannreeesanneeas 803-828
No. 30 November 10, 2021 (WedNESAAY), .....ccccvrrrrreeeeiiiiiriiereeee e e ssiinire e e e e e e e ssrnreeeeeeeeesanns 829-856
No. 31 November 15, 2021 (MONUAY), ..vvvrreeiiiiiiiiieiieeeeeiiiiiieeee e e e e e sstrrre e e e e e s e ssrnrreeeeeeeesanns 859-881
No. 32 November 16, 2021 (TUESAAY), .evveeeeeiiriiriiieieeeeeiiiiereeeeeeeeesstntrereeeesessnrnrneeeeeeaesanns 883-912
No. 33 November 17, 2021 (WedNeSAAY), .....ccccurrrrreeeeiiiiiniiereee e e e siintree e e e e s e ssrnrneeeeeeeesanns 913-939
No. 34 November 18, 2021 (TRUISAAY), ...ciovrrieiiiiiieiiieie ettt 941-963
No. 35 November 22, 2021 (MONUAY), ..eeeeirurrreeiireieeiiieeeeiiieeeessiseeeessinreeessinreeesannreeessnneeas 965-989
No. 36 November 23, 2021 (TUESUAY), ..reeirurrreiiiriieiiiiieeaiiieee st e s aibee e s e s s e e aneee 991-1017
No. 37 November 24, 2021 (WednNeSUAY), ....cccuririieiiiiieeiiiiie ettt 1019-1052
No. 38 November 25, 2021 (TRUISAAY), .....uvvrrrermruimiriririnieieinieiniernierererenee————. 1053-1082
No. 39 November 29, 2021 (MONUAY), ....uvvurrrrrrrmreinrnieieiereininrnrnrnreinrernrerner—————. 1083-1113
No. 40 November 30, 2021 (TUESUAY), ...uverrrrurermrmrmrninirinnnrnrnrnrnrnrnrnrsrnnnrnrnrnmnmnnnn. 1115-1144
No. 41 December 1, 2021 (WedNESUAY), ....uuvvrrruruimrmiririririnrnieiniersinrsrnrsrninrnrnmnnnnn.. 1145-1175
No. 42 December 2, 2021 (TRUISAAY), ..eooiiirriieiiiiieeiriite et 1177-1204

SITTING LENGTH

Government House Leader's report on (MCPhEE), ..cccoeeiiiie i 431

SPEAKER (see also DEPUTY SPEAKER, SPEAKER'S RULINGS and SPEAKER'S STATEMENTS)

2 o 15 =Y | PR 663, 691
Introductions
L 1o TR 0T 1= £ = 941
LT T=] B O F= 1o =Y OO PP R PTPOPPPPPPTPN 941
P GBS, ittt et a e et aaaaee 311
TabIES OCUMENES, ...ttt et e e e e e e bbb e e e e e e s e e anbreaeeeeeas 313, 749

SPEAKER'S RULINGS (see also Deputy Speaker's rulings)

Re accusing a member of uttering a deliberate falsehood, ...........cccccccvvvnnnnnns 755, 782, 946, 1092
Re members not to involve the Speaker in debate, ..........ccccccvvviviiiiiiiiiiiiiniiii, 1033, 1035
Re members not to refer to members by Name, ... 1035, 1036

Re question of privilege re social media advertisement by the Hon. Mr. Mostyn, Minister of

Community Services, presuming the passage of a bill (no prima facie breach of privilege

OF Prima facie CONTEMPL), ..ooiiiiiei et e e e e 755
Re referring to a matter that is SUb JUAICE, ......ooiiiiiiiiii e 321
Re relevance, imputing unavowed motives and using insulting language, .........ccccccovveeeinnnenn. 845
RE releVanCe - MOLION, .. ...eeiiiiiie it e e et e e e e e e et et e e e e e e e e e ennbreeeeaeens 844

XXXIii



First Session, 35™ Legislature Index 2021 Fall Sitting

SPEAKER'S STATEMENTS (see also Deputy Speaker's statements and Acting Speaker's statements)
Re Child Day, National, recognition OF, ..........oooiiiiiiiiiii e 9241
Re members not to involve the Speaker in debate, ........cccccceveiiiiiiiiiii e 971

Re members restricted to providing dates and a brief description when tabling documents, ....749

Re Obuds Day, reCOgnition Of, .....cccciiiiiiie e e et e e e e e s e annrraeeeeee s 395
Re Remembrance Day, recognition Of, ........cccciiiiiiie i 829
Re shooting incident in Faro, reCognition Of, ...........oooiiiiiiiiiiiei e 603
Re USe Of "asligNing,” ..ccooeeiiieiiiie e 607
Re visitors in the gallery not to participate in proceedings, .........ccccccvriiieiiiiiiieenniieee e 972, 1022
Re visitors in the gallery required to Wear Masks, ..........cccoiiiiiiiiie e 1025
Re volume of off-mic comments interfering with ability to hear, ..........c.ccccociiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinn, 460

SPECIAL COMMITTEES (see COMMITTEES, SPECIAL)

STREICKER, JOHN
Speaks on:
Bill No. 3: Act to the Amend the Assessment and Taxation Act and the Municipal Act

(0202 ) STt o [0 I === o 1T TR 1163
Bill No. 5 - Act to Amend the Territorial Lands (Yukon) Act (2021):
ST =Yoo ol 2 =T To 1o TR PP 404, 406
Bill No. 5: Act to Amend the Territorial Lands (Yukon) Act (2021):
LI 11 I8 == o 11 o SO ERR 869, 870
Bill No. 9: Act to Amend the Cannabis Control and Regulation Act (2021):
Y= ToT0] T N TT Vo L1 o A 497
Bill No. 9: Act to Amend the Cannabis Control and Regulation Act (2021):
Third REATING, .ovveveiiiiiiiiiieeeeee e 1001
Bill No. 202: Second Appropriation Act 2021-22: Second Reading, .........cccceevvvveeennnn 355
Ministerial statements:
Battery energy storage SYyStem Project, ........cccoccveeeiriieeeiiiieee e 1021
Clean energy [egislation, ........cccoouuiiiiiiiiei e 694, 695
Draft Dawson regional [and use plan, ..........ccccccciiiiiiiiiieeeen 780, 781
Innovative Renewable Energy Initiative, ... 398, 399
Quill Creek timber harvest plan, ..........cccccoiiiiiiie e 1057, 1058
YUKORN EIECHICILY FateS, ...oooiiiiiiiiiiee et 1118, 1119
Motion No. 113 - Re amendment to Standing Order 76, ..........ccccccuvvveeeeeiicciiinieeeeeeenns 380
Motion No. 169 - Re resignation of Deputy Premier from Cabinet, ...........cccccevvcieeennnn 619
Motion No. 200 - Re NaloXone Nasal SPray, ......ccccceeeeiiiieeniiieee e 842

Motion No. 217 - Re supporting acting chief medical officer of health's recommendations, ..921

XXXIV
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STREICKER, JOHN (continued)
Speaks on:
Motion No. 236 - Re non-confidence in GOVErNMENL, ........cccceviiieeeiiiieeeeiiiieeesiieeeens 1028
Motion Respecting Committee Reports No. 1 - Re concurrence in the 15t Report of

the Standing Committee on Rules, Elections and Privileges, .......cccccccevevvviiinnnen. 1186

TERMINATION OF SITTING
As per StaNding Order 76(L), ...c..eeeeiiieeieiiiiie ettt e e e e e e e aib e e e s anbn e e e s aaneeeas 1199
AS per StaNding OrAEr 76(2), ...c.eeeeeiiueeeieiiiiie ettt ettt e e s aib e e e s enbreeeseanneeas 1201

TREDGER, EMILY (see also DEPUTY CHAIR OF COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE)

Questions, oral:

Affordable houSINg, ......ooovvviii 641, 1151
Chief medical officer of health authority, ........ccccoiiiiiiiii e, 785
COVID-19 vaccine and safety MEASUIES, ......ccccviiiiiieeieiiiiiiieee e e e siiree e e e eneieeeeee e 948
HEAITN CAr SEIVICES, ..ottt e e e et s e e e e e e eeab e e e e aeeeees 490
INEEINET CONNECTHIVILY, ...eeiiiiiiiee e e e e s e e e e e s st reeeeaeeaeaanns 1024
Old Crow Water AEIVET, ...t e e e e s eeeeeeas 697
Species at risk [egISIation, ... —————————————— 668
Youth Panel on Climate Change recommendations, .........ccccccceeieieieie e, 1123

Speaks on:

Bill No. 3: Act to the Amend the Assessment and Taxation Act and the Municipal Act

(2021): SECONd REATING, ..iiiveeeieiiiiiie ittt 1158
Bill No. 4: Act to Amend the Motor Vehicles Act (2021): Second Reading, .................. 463
Bill No. 4: Act to Amend the Motor Vehicles Act (2021): Third Reading, ..........cccceeenee. 869
Bill No. 9: Act to Amend the Cannabis Control and Regulation Act (2021):
Y= ToT0] T N TT- Vo L1 o 497
Bill No. 9: Act to Amend the Cannabis Control and Regulation Act (2021):
Third REATING, .oeviveieiiiiiiiie et 1001
Bill No. 202: Second Appropriation Act 2021-22: Second Reading, .......c.cccceevvvveeennnn 440
Ministerial statements:
Battery energy storage SyStem Project, ........cccoucveieiriieieiiiiiee e 1021
Copper Ridge Place renovation, ...........coeiiiiiiiiiieieee e 578
Housing initiatives fUNG, ....ooooiiiii e 862
Innovative Renewable Energy INitiative, ... 399
LGBTQ2S+ inclusion action plan, ..........cooeieieiiioiniiieeeee e 519
Single-use ShopPING DAGS, ..eeviiiiiiieiiiii e 364
United Nations Climate Change Conference, .........ccccvevveeeiiiiciiiieeeeeessseenes 994
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TREDGER, EMILY (continued)
Speaks on:
Ministerial statements:

YUKON 511 SEIVICES, .veviiiiiiiiieiitiie sttt sree et
Yukon Climate Leadership Council, ......ccccccceeiiiiiiiiiiieee e
YUKORN EIECHICILY FAteS, ..ociiiiciiiiiiee et s e e e e
YUKON hOUSING SUMIMIL, .ooeiiiiiiiiiiiicee e
Motion No. 112 - Re coverage for the cystic fibrosis drug Trikafta, ............ccccec...e.
Motion No. 169 - Re resignation of Deputy Premier from Cabinet, .............ccccce.e.

Motion No. 200 - Re NaloXone Nasal SPray, .......cccccoeeeeiiiiiieniiieeen e eieee s

Motion Respecting Committee Reports No. 1 - Re concurrence in the 15t Report of

the Standing Committee on Rules, Elections and Privileges, .........ccccccceveee..

TRIBUTES

16 Days of Activism against Gender-Based Violence, recognition of (McLean/Clarke/Tredger),
Adoption Awareness Month, recognition of (McPhee/Van Bibber), .........ccccciiiiiiiniinnn
AIDS Day, World, recognition of (McLean/Cathers/Tredger), .....cccccoovviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeee,
Art collection, Yukon permanent, recognition of (Pillai/Van Bibber/Blake), .........cccccccccoeo....
Breast Cancer Awareness Month, recognition of (McPhee/McLeod/Blake), ........c.cccccvvnnnes
Cable, Jack, remembrance of (Silver/Van Bibber/White), ...........cccceoiii
Carbon Monoxide Awareness Week, recognition of (Mostyn/Clarke, Y.), ....ccccconiieieininnnn.
Community Safety and Crime Prevention Month, National, recognition of (McPhee/Cathers),
COVID-19 vaccination teams, recognition of (McPhee/Cathers/White), ..........cccocvevernnnen.
Diabetes Day, World, recognition of (McPhee/Kent/BlaKe), ........cccccuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeiiieeeens
Flood response volunteers, recognition of (Mostyn/Cathers/White), .........cccccccvvvvvivvvinnnnnnns
Francophone Immigration Week, National, recognition of (Streicker/Clarke, Y./White), .....
Handwashing Day, Global, recognition of (MCPhEe€), ......cccccccviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieinieinininnnens
Highways maintenance crews, recognition of (Clarke, N./Hassard/Tredger), ..........ccccccvunns
Housing Day, National, recognition of (Pillai/Clarke/Tredger), ......ccccoovoeiiiieiiiieeeiniieeens
Indigenous Veterans Day, National, recognition of (McLean/Istchenko/Blake), ..................
Innovation Commission, recognition of (Pillai), ........cccccoriiiiiiiiii e
Learning Disabilities Awareness Month, recognition of (McLean/Van Bibber/Tredger), ......

Legislative counsel office staff, recognition of (McPhee/Cathers/White), ..........ccccccviunnnnen

Library Month, Canadian and Libraries Week, Yukon, recognition of (Mostyn/McLeod/White),

MADD Project Red Ribbon campaign, recognition of (Clarke, N./Hassard/Tredger), .........
Make a Will Month, recognition of (McPhee/Cathers/Tredger), .......cccoccviieiiiiiienniniienens
Media Literacy Week, recognition of (Mostyn/Clarke, Y./Tredger), ......cccccovceiiiiieeiiiieenenns

XXXVI
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TRIBUTES (continued)

Mental Health Day, World, recognition of (McPhee/Cathers/White), .......ccccccciiiiiiiiiiiineininnn. 326
Movember, recognition Of (CIArKE), ........eceeeiiiiiiiiiiiiiee e e e e 1019
Municipal elections, recognition of (Mostyn/McLeod/Tredger), ......cccovcveeeriiiiiiiieeeee e sciveeeeeenn 396
Opioid crisis victims, recognition of (McPhee/Van Bibber/White), ......cccccccccviviiiiiiieereeiiiiinnnen, 1145
Paralympians, Canadian, Jessica Frotten and Stephanie Dixon, recognition of
(MOStYN/MCLEOA/WRILE), ..eeieiiiie ettt e e 913
Patient Safety Week, Canadian, recognition of (McPhee/Cathers/Blake), .........ccccccviiiiennnnnn. 576
Persons Day, recognition of (McPhee/Clarke, Y./Tredger), ... 421
Podcast Award winners, Canadian, recognition of (Mostyn/Tredger), ........ccccccrnirieiniieeenninnn. 636
Porcupine caribou herd, recognition of (Clarke, N./BlaKe), ........cccccccvivimiiimimieiniiiiiiiiiniiininininnnn. 804
Poverty and Homelessness Action Week, recognition of (Pillai/Clarke, Y./Tredger), ................ 453
Radon Action Month, recognition of (Pillai/Clarke, Y./Tredger), .......ccccccccivivvimrmrmrmimeminnnnninnnnn. 1019
Remembrance Day, recognition of (Silver/Istchenko/WhIte), .........ccccccurruiurmieimiminiiiiinininenininnnnn. 830
Restorative Justice Week, recognition of (McPhee/Cathers/Blake), ........ccccccceiviiiieiiiiinenninnn, 991
Robert E. Leckie Awards recipients, recognition of (Streicker), .......ccccccciiiiniiieeee, 992

Royal Canadian Legion’s annual poppy campaign, recognition of (Silver/Istchenko/White), ....635
Skilled Trade and Technology Week, National, recognition of (McLean/Van Bibber/White), ....748

Small Business Week, recognition of (Pillai/Van Bibber/Tredger), .......ccccociiiiiiiiie, 422
Staples, Lindsay, recognition of (Clarke, N./WhIt€), ........cccooeiiiiiiiiii e, 691
Tolerance and Transgender Day of Remembrance, International Day for, recognition of

(McLean/IStCheNKO/TIEUAGET), ...eiiiiiieiie ittt e e e 883
Veterans’ mental health services, recognition of (MCPhee), .........cccccoiniiiiiiiiiiiii e 778
Visual Arts, Yukon Prize for, recognition of (Pillai/Clarke/White), .......cccccciviiiiiiiiiiiiinieee, 966
Waste Reduction Week, recognition of (Clarke, N./Istchenko/White), ........cccccoovvveeiiiiiciiennnn.n. 454
Wildland Fire Management, recognition of (Mostyn/McLeod/White), .......ccccccviviviiiiiiiiiiininnnn. 484
Women'’s History Month and Girl Child, International Day of, recognition of

(McLean/Clarke, Y. TreUAQEI), ooieie i 312
Workplace Bullying Awareness Week, recognition of (Streicker/Van Bibber/Tredger), ............. 483
Wounded Warriors Canada, recognition of (IStchenko), ........cccccciiiiiiiiiiii e 779
Yukon Geoscience Forum, recognition of (Pillai/IStchenko), .........ccccoviiiiiiiiiieiie e 942

Yukoner Appreciation Week and Buy Local November, recognition of
(Pillai/Van BibDer/Tredger), ... et e e e 692
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UNANIMOUS CONSENT
Bill No. 4: Act to Amend the Motor Vehicles Act (2021)

Re deeming all clauses and title read and agreed t0, .......ccccccvvviiiieiiieee i 673
Bill No. 202: Second Appropriation Act 2021-22

Re deeming all lines in Vote 3 cleared or carried, ........ccccoveeeiiiiieeiiiieeee e 1197

Re deeming all lines in Vote 11 cleared or carried, ........cccoceeiiiiiieiniiie e 933

Re deeming all lines in Vote 18 cleared or carried, ........cccccceeiiiiiieiniiee e 815
Bill No. 202: Second Appropriation Act 2021-22

Re deeming all lines in Vote 22 cleared or carried, ........cccccveeeiiiiiiieeeeee e e 852

Re deeming all lines in Vote 51 cleared Or Carried, ........ccccccuveeriuimimiminirininieiinen. 799

Re deeming all lines in Vote 53 cleared Or carried, ........cccccccuvevrivimiuieieininininieie. 852

Re deeming all lines in Vote 54 cleared or carried, ........ccccceeeeiiiiiiiiiieee e 851

Re deeming all lines in Vote 55 cleared or carried, ........ccccceveeeiiiiiiiiiieee e 936

Motion No. 84
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Yukon Legislative Assembly
Whitehorse, Yukon
Thursday, November 4, 2021 — 1:00 p.m.

Speaker: 1 will now call the House to order.
We will proceed at this time with prayers.

Prayers

DAILY ROUTINE

Speaker: We will now proceed with the Order Paper.
Introduction of visitors.

INTRODUCTION OF VISITORS

Ms. Clarke: | have the pleasure of introducing
Dr. Patrick Rouble in the gallery today for National Skilled
Trade and Technology Week. Dr. Rouble is here joining us
today in his capacity as president of the board for
SkillsCompétences Canada.

Dr. Rouble is a former MLA for the beautiful Southern
Lakes and Cabinet minister. Thank you for coming today, and
let us give Dr. Rouble a round of applause.

Applause

Hon. Ms. McLean: | would also like to welcome, for
the tribute that we are doing for National Skilled Trade and
Technology Week: Sarah Tomlin, executive director for Skills
Canada Yukon; Gerry Quarton, president of Skills Canada
Yukon; and, yes, | want to also welcome Dr. Patrick Rouble —
thank you very much for coming; Dominic Devigne, Skills
Canada Yukon national alumni, director, and volunteer —
thank you for coming; Lorraine McRae, director and volunteer;
and Riley Olsen, Skills Canada Yukon program coordinator.
Thank you so much for coming today.

Applause
Speaker: Tributes.

TRIBUTES

In recognition of Carbon Monoxide Awareness Week
Hon. Mr. Mostyn: | rise today during Carbon

Monoxide Awareness Week to talk about the dangers of this
poisonous gas and what Yukoners can do to protect themselves
and their families. Carbon monoxide is known as a silent Killer
because it’s a gas that you can’t see, smell, or taste. It is
produced when we burn fuels such as gas, kerosene, oil,
propane, and wood. As temperatures drop and we head into the
winter, and we’re turning on our heaters and starting to use our
woodstoves regularly, it’s more important than ever that we
know how to keep ourselves and our loved ones safe.
Installation and maintenance of fuel-burning appliances
should only be done by a qualified technician who is trained to
spot potential issues that could be causing carbon monoxide
buildup. A qualified technician will ensure that there is enough
fresh air coming into the room containing your fuel-burning
appliance and that your system is effectively venting the gas
outside. Every fuel-burning heating appliance has the potential

to generate dangerous levels of carbon monoxide without any
obvious signs of failure. You may have no idea that something
is wrong until it’s too late. That’s why annual maintenance is
critical. Add this to your fall to-do list; it could save your life.

The next defence is to make sure that you have working
carbon monoxide detectors. In 2013, the Yukon was the first
jurisdiction in Canada to mandate that all residences with fuel-
burning appliances or attached garages have carbon monoxide
alarms. A carbon monoxide detector looks like a smoke alarm
and is easy to install and maintain. Just follow the
manufacturer’s instructions. Carbon monoxide alarms or
combination smoke alarms must be installed outside all
sleeping areas on every level of your home, including the
basement. If you are a tenant, it is your landlord’s responsibility
to install them. Make sure that you test your detectors once a
month, change the batteries annually, and replace your detector
when required.

Mr. Speaker, it’s also important to know the warning signs
and recognize the symptoms of carbon monoxide exposure.
These symptoms include: headaches, nausea, dizziness,
breathlessness, confusion, hallucinations, and
unconsciousness. If you ever feel like this might be happening
to you, get outside and call 911.

Carbon monoxide safety and prevention is a priority, not
only during this week, but all year-round. During this week, we
encourage you to test your alarms and to do so once a month,
change the batteries every year, and practise your escape plan
with your family. Just a few minutes of time and attention could
save lives. You can find more information about carbon
monoxide safety online at yukon.ca and on Protective Services’
Facebook page.

Applause

Ms. Clarke: 1 rise on behalf of the Yukon Party and the
NDP caucuses to recognize November 1 to 7 as Carbon
Monoxide Awareness Week. Carbon monoxide is an invisible
gas. It is odourless, tasteless, and can poison the body quickly
or over long periods of time, depending on concentration,
ventilation, and other factors. The gas can be produced by
appliances such as furnaces, stoves, water heaters, generators,
and many other sources.

Carbon monoxide alarms will sound when the gas is
detected. This is the only warning that you will have if there is
a leak in your home. Appliances should be inspected yearly to
ensure that there is no buildup of gas or leaks.

It is cold and flu season and, coupled with COVID-19,
people are monitoring closely for symptoms. What many don’t
know is that the symptoms of exposure to carbon monoxide are
similar in nature to the flu. Headaches, nausea, breathlessness,
and dizziness are all things to watch for. Loss of consciousness
can happen quickly, whether you are asleep or awake, which is
why alarms are so important to have in your home. Have peace
of mind in knowing that your symptoms are not due to carbon
monoxide. Ensure that there is an alarm at least on every level
of your home, and test them regularly.

Our communities have experienced loss from carbon
monoxide. We know how much it hurts to lose community
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members, loved ones, friends, students, and peers. It is
incredibly hard for such a tight-knit territory to lose people,
knowing that their loss was preventable. | urge everyone to take
the time to have your furnaces and other gas appliances checked
by a certified technician. Check your chimneys and vents for
ice buildup in the winter and make sure that you have working
carbon monoxide detectors in your homes.
Applause

In recognition of National Skilled Trade and
Technology Week

Hon. Ms. McLean: | rise on behalf of the Yukon Liberal
government to pay tribute and recognition to National Skilled
Trade and Technology Week.

National Skilled Trade and Technology Week runs from
October 31 to November 6 this year. It is a time to promote and
raise awareness of the many career opportunities in skilled
trades and technologies in Canada. Skilled trades continue to
be a crucial pillar in the continued success of the Canadian
economy. We do not recognize these professions as often as we
should, as Yukoners who are in these positions are the ones who
maintain and enable our communities to move forward.

Very few young Canadians realize just how diverse the
trades are, with a preconceived notion that trades are limited to
carpentry, electrical and plumbing. National Skilled Trade and
Technology Week and Skills Canada are working toward to
debunking that notion by raising awareness and promoting the
many professions that fall under the trades.

This year, Skills Canada hosted a virtual career exploration
event that took place this week on November 2. Industry
leaders, such as HGTV’s Sebastian Clovis and
Siobhan Detkavich from Top Chef Canada, spoke to youth
across the country, challenging misconceptions and speaking to
best practices for youth who are interested in pursuing a career
in the trades.

| want to take the time to thank the many people who
support Yukon students to explore careers within skilled trades
and technologies. To the organizations that share information
and promote open conversations about trades and technology,
thank you. Thank you to Yukon University, which is offering
accessible opportunities and introductions to the trades. Thank
you to Yukon Women in Trades and Technology for providing
our youth with hands-on experience, mentorship, and strong
encouragement every step of the way. | cannot forget about our
Department of Education’s apprenticeship and trades
certification staff. Your efforts are recognized and very much
appreciated.

Finally, I wish to congratulate the 44 Yukon apprenticeship
graduates who received their certificates this year. | wish you
all success in your new careers. Let’s all remember to thank our
local tradespeople within our communities for making our lives
better through their hard work, creativity, innovation, and
passion. From all of us on this side of the House, thank you very
much.

Applause

Ms. Van Bibber: | rise on behalf of the Yukon Party
Official Opposition to recognize October 31 to November 6 as
National Skilled Trade and Technology Week. The theme this
year is “Creativity and Innovation”.

We pay tribute to the contributions made by those working
in the trades and technology sectors. This week showcases the
many opportunities available to youth in these important career
paths. To celebrate, Skills Canada Yukon is hosting a number
of events to give youth access to explore the trades by offering
hands-on learning opportunities and also by offering engaging
workshops and clubs to pique the interest in trades and
technology.

SkillsCompétences Canada reports that over 700,000
skilled workers will be retiring by the year 2029. This will
create a shortage of skilled workers in jobs that may not be
filled due to the lack of students gaining trades and technology
experience. This year, the stress is on the incredible importance
of building a strong workforce and highlighting the benefits of
pursuing the path from training, apprenticeship, and working
toward a red seal.

There are 56 red seal trades in Canada: automotive; aircraft
mechanics; appliance service technicians; construction trades,
such as electrical, plumbing, and carpentry; culinary skills; and
the list goes on. Add in all the directions that a career could take
in the technology sector, and | would say that our youth have a
varied and wide selection and a lot of opportunity to find
something that they would love to do as a career.

We would like to recognize and thank Skills Canada
Yukon and Yukon Women in Trades and Technology for the
work that each organization does to promote opportunities in
the Yukon. They provide awareness, information, hands-on
training, and support to many. Programming opportunities,
workshops, and events are held throughout the year and offer
many introductions and openings to explore career options.

Thank you to everyone who worked to support and
highlight the trades and technology sectors, and thanks to those
who have chosen to make the trades a career and who
encourage and pass on their skills to the next generation of
skilled tradespeople.

Applause

Ms. White: On behalf of the Yukon NDP and as a
ticketed tradesperson, I stand in celebration of this year’s
National Skilled Trade and Technology Week. The world as we
know it wouldn’t exist without folks in the trades and
technology fields. The pandemic has taught us all just how
important a career in a skilled trade or the technology sector
really is, and this year’s theme brings that idea home while
focusing on creativity and innovation. The Yukon has made
leaps and bounds in the arena of skilled trades and technology
since | was young. Organizations like SkillsCompétences
Canada Yukon and Yukon Women in Trades and Technology
have sprouted, grown, and expanded, and through their
outreach and hands-on approach, they are opening doors for
Yukon youth toward exciting careers.

Skills Canada Yukon provides youth with hands-on
opportunities by offering fun and engaging workshops and
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skills clubs in trades and technology areas. Some events that
they are facilitating this week are taking place across the
Yukon: a virtual animation contest, the construction of bird
houses with students at Jack Hulland Elementary School, a
cooking workshop in partnership with Iron Women, and
travelling to Mayo to deliver an animation with a Skills Canada
Yukon alumnus.

Mr. Speaker, in Canada’s future economy, the skilled
trades and technology sectors are going to matter more than
ever, and it is a good thing that in Yukon, with the hands-on
mentorship of SkillsCompétences Yukon and Yukon Women
in Trades and Technology, we are well on our way to that
future.

Applause

TABLING RETURNS AND DOCUMENTS

Speaker: The Chair has for tabling the 2020-21 annual
report of the Yukon Child and Youth Advocate office.
Avre there any other returns or documents for tabling?

Hon. Ms. McLean: | have for tabling a letter to the
Member for Watson Lake. Yesterday, the Member for Watson
Lake made reference to a letter that she had written on July 21
and had suggested that | had ignored it for 105 days. | did
respond in August, and | am tabling that letter today.

Speaker’s statement

Speaker: When tabling documents, the member can
give dates and a brief description.

Hon. Ms. McLean: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. | also
have for tabling the reply and further notice of re-sending this
letter to the member today.

Speaker: Are there any reports of committees?
Are there any petitions to be presented?

Avre there any bills to be introduced?

Avre there any notices of motions?

NOTICES OF MOTIONS

Mr. Cathers: | rise today to give notice of the following
motion:

THAT this House urges the Minister of Health and Social
Services to explain why her government is providing Yukon
Hospital Corporation with just $85.76 million in funding this
year, according to her own statement during Question Period
on November 2, when the actual hospital expenses for last
fiscal year were $103.6 million, according to the Yukon
Hospital Corporation annual report that the minister tabled in
the Assembly.

Ms. Van Bibber:
motion:

THAT this House urges the Minister of Education to work
with the Jack Hulland school community to host a public
meeting before the end of November in order to discuss

I rise to give notice of the following

solutions for the increased acts of violence, bullying, and
vandalism that are happening at the school.

Ms. Blake: | rise to give notice of the following motion:

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon to
expand the scope of children’s disability services to include
equal financial support for parents and/or guardians who are
full-time caregivers to a child or children with a disability.

Ms. White: | rise to give notice of the following motion:

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon to listen
to health care and addictions experts by urgently implementing
a managed alcohol program in the Yukon.

I also give notice of the following motion:

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon to
provide local, consistent, and long-term mental health services
accessible and available to all residents of Faro.

I also give notice of the following motion:

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon to
communicate the details of the COVID-19 vaccine mandate to
Yukon non-governmental organizations by November 10,
2021.

I also give notice of the following motion:

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon to
communicate the details of the COVID-19 vaccine mandate to
Yukon businesses by November 10, 2021.

Speaker: Is there a statement by a minister?

MINISTERIAL STATEMENT
Tr’ondék Hwéch’in youth centre

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: Last week, the Tr’ond€k Hwéch’in
First Nation held an opening ceremony for their new youth
centre, or young people house. The 3,000-square-foot building
was designed specifically to meet the needs of youth in Dawson
City. It includes a movie room, a space for workshops and
meetings, and a full kitchen to support the Jordan’s Principle
food program.

The new centre will give local youth and young adults in
Dawson the tools, space, and programming that will help them
pursue traditional activities, education, and opportunities for
development. We are proud to support facilities and well-
rounded programming like this that help Yukoners live healthy,
culturally fulfilling lives.

As most members of this House will recall, this project was
highlighted in the Premier’s Budget Address earlier this year.

Mr. Speaker, facilities like this are so important to the
growth, health, and well-being of our communities. Dawson
City has many venues for adults to socialize, but options are
limited for younger residents. The new Dawson youth centre is
providing a safe and healthy space for the youth of the town.

Design and construction of the new youth centre was
funded through a partnership between the Yukon government,
the Government of Canada, and the Tr’ondék Hwéch’in
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through the Investing in Canada infrastructure program. We
have provided nearly $500,000 for this project. While
government funding was critical to ensure that the facility was
built, the capital funding did not cover the cost of all the
materials and supplies needed to bring the new youth centre to
life. The Tr’ondék Hwéch’in First Nation stepped up to fill the
gaps by engaging the community and raising funds to help turn
this building into a welcoming centre for the community’s
youth.

I would also like to acknowledge the work and
commitment of the leaders and staff of the Tr’ondék Hwéch’in
First Nation government. Investing in our youth is one of the
most important and smart decisions that leaders can make. This
is just one of the many investments that the Yukon government
is making in community infrastructure that helps to build a
stronger foundation for our communities.

Again, I would like to congratulate the Tr’ondék Hwéch’in
First Nation on the completion of the new youth centre and to
thank them for working in partnership to support youth in their
community.

Ms. McLeod: Mr. Speaker, thank you for this
opportunity to reply to this ministerial statement.

I think we can all agree that giving youth the proper tools
for success will ensure a better future for everyone. That’s why
the Official Opposition is pleased to hear that the new Tr’ondék
Hwéch’in youth centre opened for Dawson youth.

| understand that the building itself was designed
specifically for Dawson area youth and contains a full kitchen
to house a Jordan’s Principle food program. I am happy that the
centre will have such a food program, as no child deserves to
go hungry.

I would also like to thank the Tr’ondék Hwéch’in First
Nation and the Dawson community for stepping up and
ensuring that the new centre was outfitted properly for youth.
Our congratulations to the Tr’ondék Hwéch’in First Nation, the
Dawson area community, and all who were involved in making
this youth centre a reality.

I hope that with this successful project, the government
will work with additional Yukoners about what they would like
to see in their communities. Perhaps the minister could update
us on other Yukon First Nations and communities that the
government has approached about building youth centres.

Ms. Blake: The Yukon NDP are excited to hear about
the new youth space for young people in Dawson. This space
came to life because of the leadership and hard work of the
Tr’ondék Hwéch’in First Nation. Time and time again, it is
Yukon First Nations that lead the way in prioritizing and
uplifting youth. For generations, we have known that issues
upstream affect our entire lives. It’s why we are so focused on
our youth. It is only very recently that political leaders have
listened. | am so glad to see that this investment was made.

Young Yukoners today face many challenges that may
have been foreign to us when we were in our youth. This space
is a huge success for Dawson City; it is a space by and for

youth. They can be among peers and support workers whom
they trust in a space that they feel ownership in.

I’ve always believed in ensuring the safety and well-being
of our youth in the territory as they are our future leaders. For
youth in rural communities, safe spaces like this create a sense
of belonging and purpose. The Young People House is an
example of the power of public space.

While the minister stated that Dawson has lots of social
venues for adults, he forgot to mention that most of these social
spaces also cost money. Bars, restaurants, the casino, and stores
all require payment to spend time in. To access a social space,
you usually need cash to enter and stay. Having a free
community space with things to do and peers to spend time with
is invaluable. | hope that more spaces like this continue to open
up.

When we devote land and buildings to public space over
private developers, it protects the community. It helps
everyone. Efforts should be placed in other rural communities
to develop youth spaces like this. The Young People House will
benefit the entire community of Dawson.

Congratulations to the Tr’ondék Hwéch’in First Nation
and their youth for their hard work and the opening of their
well-deserved centre.

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: | want to thank the members
opposite who responded to this ministerial statement this
afternoon in solidarity and agreement as to what a great space
this is. | do agree with the Member for Vuntut Gwitchin that
public spaces for the public that can be readily accessed without
any cost are very important. | am glad that we are contributing
to the public commons with this announcement today. | look
forward to building more.

I will say to the Member for Watson Lake that the
Investing in Canada infrastructure fund projects were
determined by the communities themselves, so hats off to the
community of Dawson City and the Tr’ondék Hwéch’in, who
came forward with this proposal that we then submitted to the
proper infrastructure funding and got the project built. This is
the same process that any community in the territory can do.
We welcome their suggestions.

Investing in community infrastructure that brings
Yukoners together to learn, share, and grow creates stronger
communities, better outcomes for families, and an opportunity
to impact Yukoners for generations — to the Member for
Vuntut Gwitchin’s point. The Young People House is a great
example of how investments in shared community facilities do
just that. Dawson youth now have a place where they can join
their peers, create new lifelong friendships in their community,
and have a positive environment that promotes learning and
growth. This is the type of investment that changes the
community now and impacts future generations of Dawsonites.

Our government is focused on continuing to invest in
community infrastructure to build stronger communities and
improve the life of Yukoners across the territory. Another
example of an investment like this which is having a direct
impact on a community is the upgrades to the Mayo aerodrome.
In 2019, our government started working with community
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partners to make extensive upgrades to the Mayo aerodrome,
including rehabilitating the runway, building new maintenance
equipment, and installing energy-efficient airfield lighting.
This made a huge impact in the community of Mayo. With
these additional upgrades, residents in Mayo and surrounding
communities can now access commercial flights directly from
their home. For a rural community such as Mayo, this allows
residents to easily access reliable and fast travel to other parts
of the Yukon, Canada, and the world. That makes a big
difference in the lives of Mayo residents and those in the
surrounding communities.

Our government continues to make strategic investments
to build healthy, vibrant, sustainable communities. We have
allocated more than $10 million for the new health and wellness
centre in Old Crow. The new centre will be the first of its kind
in the Yukon, providing both health and social services with a
collaborative care model.

These are just some of the examples of community projects
that we are investing in that have strengthened Yukon
communities and, in turn, have strengthened opportunities for
Yukoners. | could name a dozen others in communities across
the territory.

Every Yukoner deserves to have an opportunity to succeed,
and it is through our communities that those opportunities are
created. We will continue to work to make strategic
investments in Yukon communities across the territory that
make real impacts in the lives of Yukoners. Thank you very
much for your time this afternoon, Mr. Speaker.

Speaker: This then brings us to Question Period.

QUESTION PERIOD
Question re:  Whitehorse Emergency Shelter

Ms. Van Bibber: In December 2018, the Yukon
government made the decision to take over the Centre of Hope
shelter facility. The former Liberal minister told the Yukon
News that she hoped the centre would become more than just a
shelter and that it should become a place where people can
gather. Since then, government has made a number of policy
and physical changes to the operation. The result of all those
changes have been an uptick in security and safety challenges
for surrounding businesses in the area. Businesses in the area
have experienced property damage and inappropriate
behaviour in, or directly in front of, their businesses.

Does the current Minister of Health and Social Services
recognize that changes that the former minister made to the
operation of the emergency shelter have had negative impacts
on businesses in the area?

Hon. Ms. McPhee: | appreciate the question from the
member opposite. | am pleased to share that we have
implemented most of the recommendations from the 2020-21
community safety plan, including those related to ensuring the
safety of shelter clients, drop-in guests, and staff and enhancing
the shelter’s strategic operational governance.

Developing this community safety plan included bringing
together government and community partners identified as key
service providers or groups directly impacted by the shelter’s

operations. That includes local businesses, residents who live
downtown, and all who are impacted by — or consider being
impacted by — the shelter’s operations.

We continue to explore options that support creating a safe
and harmonious community for shelter clients, for the
neighbouring residents, and for businesses. Our goal is to
increase access to culturally appropriate and trauma-informed
supports and services to increase wellness for our community
members who use the shelter.

Ms. Van Bibber: We have seen the implications of the
changes that the Liberal government made to the operations of
the shelter start to spill over.

Just last week, a long-time Yukon coffee shop announced
that it is closing. When asked about the impact of the proximity
to the shelter on the decision to close, the owner told CBC this
— and I quote: “The difficulty is that there are behaviours that
spill out of the shelter that are completely uncontrolled and
they’re a block and a half away” — not even a block away —
“And YG refuses to do anything about security. So, it’s left to
individual business owners, and it’s ramped up pretty hard
since the shelter went no barriers.”

Will the minister agree to review the operations of the
emergency shelter and consult with businesses that have been
affected by the changes in policy that have occurred since the
Liberals took control of this facility?

Hon. Ms. McPhee: Our government has established an
agreement with the Council of Yukon First Nations to develop
a program to enhance safety in the shelter’s vicinity and to
strengthen cultural programming within the shelter. That is a
key operational plan, absolutely forward-looking, working with
our partners. We continue to collaborate with community
agencies and NGO partners to support a low-barrier, trauma-
informed, culturally appropriate, and housing-focused shelter,
assisting shelter users with their wellness and their personal
goals.

Ms. Van Bibber: The Salvation Army operated the
shelter in the same area for decades. While there were some
issues, there was nothing like what has happened since the
Liberals took over this facility in 2019. The changes that have
been made by the Liberal government have directly resulted in
negative impacts on surrounding businesses. Some businesses
have put up security bars on their windows; others have had to
construct other security measures. The shelter has been cited as
a contributing factor by at least one long-time business that has
decided to close its doors.

Will the minister acknowledge the impact that the
decisions of a former minister have had on the surrounding
businesses and agree to meet with affected businesses to
consider changes in the way that the emergency shelter is
operated?

Hon. Ms. McPhee: 1 think that it’s worth reminding
Yukoners of a couple of things that I might correct in that
preamble to this question. One is that the location for the
current shelter was chosen by the former government — the
Yukon Party government. It was identified as an appropriate
location, and it was built without any plan whatsoever to
operate it.
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The reference to the former Salvation Army is a shift —
absolutely — by our government because, as I’ve said, we’re
looking for low-barrier, trauma-informed care and
opportunities for Yukoners.

With respect to the local business that has been referenced,
| too heard that interview, and it was certainly not the driving
decision — or indicated as the driving decision — for that
businessowner.

Mr. Speaker, we continue to collaborate with the
community within the shelter and community agencies and
NGO partners to support a low-barrier, trauma-informed,
culturally appropriate, and housing-focused shelter, which was
absolutely not the case for the previous government. We have
shifted, and | am pleased that we have.

Question re: Carbon tax exemptions for home
heating
Mr. Hassard: Mr. Speaker, the Yukon is on the brink of

an energy crisis. As the territory grows, demands on our energy
are increasing. Due to poor planning by the Liberal
government, there is no solution on the horizon.

The growing population of the territory is putting a huge
strain on our electrical grid. There is a real potential — if one
of our generation stations were to malfunction, we would be in
a scenario where we do not have enough electricity to meet
demand. The proposed Atlin hydro expansion is only projected
to be completed in 2024, according to the Yukon Energy
Corporation.

Mr. Speaker, what is the government’s plan to meet our
energy demands in the short term?

Hon. Mr. Streicker: If you have driven down Robert
Service Way or the south access lately, you will have seen some
clearing happening. Kwanlin Din has been doing some
clearing. | found out, after questions that were raised here
previously, that Kwanlin Din is getting the wood that is cleared
there for elders, so that is good news.

What they are going to put there is a battery project — a
grid-scale battery project. That battery project is going to allow
us to shave our peaks in the mornings and in the evenings,
especially in the wintertime. It will effectively replace several
of our extra diesels. There’s an example of work we are doing.

The member opposite noted the 10-year renewable
electricity plan by Yukon Energy, which is a terrific plan. | am
really happy to get up and talk about that further. So, there is
work that is happening, and we are looking forward to it. It’s
exciting work.

Mr. Hassard: Mr. Speaker, last month, the Yukon
Energy Corporation told us that they plan to rent these dirty
diesel generators until at least 2030. The Liberals also
confirmed on November 2 that they are investing an additional
$45 million in permanent diesel generators.

My understanding is that the battery bank will only reduce
those diesel generators by four. With the push to convert more
homes to electric heat and with the push to convert more
vehicles to electric, this means that much of the electricity for
these supposedly green energy options will actually come from
rented diesels.

How does the minister square this circle?

Hon. Mr. Streicker: The Yukon Energy Corporation
was here. The members opposite asked the direct question:
What is the cost of renting diesels versus building a new diesel
plant? The president of the corporation said that it’s the same
cost. What the difference is, Mr. Speaker, is that, if you build a
new diesel plant like the opposition party would have us do,
you are locked in so that we can’t transition the energy
economy. We on this side want to transition the energy
economy to a renewable, green, sustainable future. That’s what
we’re doing. I think it’s great that the battery program is going
to replace four rented diesels. That is terrific news.

Mr. Hassard: Another project that the government is
claiming will solve our energy crisis is the Moon Lake pump
station project. The problem is that so little is known about this
project right now, Yukoners don’t even know if it’s realistic. In
fact, on November 2 of this week, the minister admitted that he
had so little detail that he doesn’t even know what the general
capital cost of the project is. In fact, while the Energy
Corporation documents currently claim that the project will be
completed in seven years, the minister started to hedge on that
timeline and suggested that 10 years might be more realistic.
Unfortunately, a project that may or may not come to fruition
in 10 years does nothing to solve our energy needs now.

Can the minister tell us what major energy projects that are
coming online in the short term will address the growing
demand for electricity in the territory?

Hon. Mr. Streicker: | lived through next generation
hydro with the members opposite. That was something that
didn’t go anywhere.

What are we doing? We are building wind up on Haeckel
Hill right now. We have solar going up across the territory. Old
Crow has solar coming in, displacing diesel. It was energized
recently. We have solar going into Dawson City. We have a
project happening in Watson Lake, Beaver Creek, and
Burwash. We are about to build a grid-scale battery here, which
is replacing four diesel generators.

Mr. Speaker, what | want to say to Yukoners right now is
that we need a future that is going to address the climate crisis
and is going to shift us to renewable energy, and the members
opposite want us to build a fossil-fuel diesel generation plant
— no thanks.

Question re: Social assistance rates

Ms. Blake: A week ago, this House debated a motion
that | tabled calling for a review of the social assistance rates.
The Minister for Economic Development said — and | quote:
“... I think it is timely and I think it’s important ... I think we
will have an opportunity to touch on all those aspects — and
how key it is to be reviewing.”

The minister seemed to agree that a review is needed and
for good reason: 2007 was the last time that the base rates for
social assistance were reviewed.

Will the Minister of Health and Social Services confirm
that this government is actually committed to reviewing the
social assistance rates?
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Hon. Mr. Pillai:  Thank you to the Member for Vuntut
Gwitchin. | did appreciate the opportunity to speak to this last
week, and | do believe that it is time for us, working through
the Putting People First document, to review this. There are
discrepancies in how people are supported, based on which
agency is providing them funds. That has been clearly defined
in Putting People First — | think 5.4 is the area within the
document that speaks to this.

Also, | spoke to the fact that we are in a labour shortage as
well, and we also need to go and meet people who are receiving
assistance to see if there is any way that we can have the proper
wraparound services for them — to see if there are good
opportunities within our workforce. In some cases, | know that
individuals have gone through, or are going through, many
challenging situations and maybe are not in a position to
become part of the current workforce, and they need the
appropriate services to not just make sure that they have proper
housing, but that they have the amenities needed to lead a
proper quality of life.

Again, yes, those are the statements that | made. | think it
is important work, and that is why it was identified in Putting
People First. An independent panel identified that there is a
lack of equity within that structure, and I think that everybody
in this House believes that this needs to be worked on and a
balanced approach needs to be taken.

Ms. Blake: Taken as a whole, income is one of the most
important — if not the most important — determinant of our
health. Our income affects access to housing, extended health
benefits, and even food. That is directly from the Putting
People First report.

Folks on social assistance haven’t seen a review of these
rates in 14 years. The gaps keep increasing as everything
around us costs more. Yukoners are falling farther behind.

We only have to look at how many people are on housing
wait-lists, temporarily housed in long-stay hotels, or homeless
to see how far-reaching poverty is here.

Will the minister commit to a review of these rates so that
Yukoners on social assistance, including seniors and families,
don’t have to live below the poverty line?

Hon. Ms. McPhee: | appreciate the opportunity to stand
and speak about the social assistance rates here in the territory.
| absolutely agree that it’s a critical service provided to
Yukoners.

As of May 2021, the monthly benefit rate for a one-person
household in Whitehorse can be up to approximately almost
$1,500. A person with a disability who receives Yukon’s
supplementary allowance and is eligible for additional benefits
could receive up to a little over $1,800 monthly. The monthly
benefit rate for a family of four with two children under the age
of 14 living in Whitehorse can be up to a little over $3,100. It’s
important to note that Yukon has higher benefit rates in
communities outside of Whitehorse to account for the higher
cost of living.

We have talked about a review, and we have, as the
member opposite noted in the motion that was here, exactly
committed to such a thing.

Ms. Blake: It’s not just the rates that are a concern.
Social assistance regulations also make little sense. Produce
from someone’s garden or an animal from a hunt should not be
considered income. This does not respect traditional hunting
and gathering practices. Removing utilities from a fixed rent in
the summer months also doesn’t make sense. People have to
make up for the missing rent somewhere else like their food
budget.

The Putting People First report recommends that this
government — and I quote: “Conduct a program evaluation of
social supports, to determine if current practices and policies
are achieving program objectives...”

Does this government have a concrete plan for closing the
gaps of lower income Yukoners?

Hon. Mr. Pillai:  There was a lot in that question, first
and foremost talking about some of the discretionary decisions
that are made by one agency to another. | think, from my
experience in working with other programs where supports are
put in place for individuals, even simple things like providing a
stipend while folks are going through professional development
sometimes becomes something that is clawed back.

We did not finalize a vote during the debate, but | will, for
the record, say multiple times that we stated that we support
that work. We think that is work that needs to be done.

When it comes to the entire set of opportunities for folks,
yes, | think that when we look at how people can improve their
quality of life, we do have to take a look and review. That is
some of the work of Putting People First that we support and
agree with you on.

On the second side, I think that we also have to take a look
at what has happened within the territory. We are tracking, in
may ways, where we have seen wage increases. | think that we
are in the number two or number three over the last year in
where wages have increased. We have seen a commitment here.

We are working with the Third Party around things on
minimum wage and the decisions that we made on minimum
wage. We have also seen that there are a tremendous number of
jobs open now. The last information that | have looked at shows
$25 to $26 per hour as an average wage with over 1,000 jobs
available. We have to take all of that into consideration.

Question re: Energy supply and demand

Mr. Istchenko: As the coldest months of the year
approach, many Yukoners are becoming increasingly worried
about the cost of energy and heating this winter. Due to the
Liberal government’s inaction on forestry, there is a shortage
of commercial firewood, which is driving prices up.

Propane prices are surging. According to one report, prices
in Edmonton are up 296 percent, which means similar price
shocks are likely to come to the Yukon. There is a similar story
when it comes to home heating fuel. Natural Resources Canada
shows that the price of furnace oil in Canada is around
40 percent higher than it was this time last year.

What all this means is that Yukoners are going to be paying
a whole lot more to keep warm this winter, Mr. Speaker, so
what is this government doing to increase affordability and
reduce the cost of staying warm in the winter for Yukoners?



754 HANSARD

November 4, 2021

Hon. Mr. Streicker: This question shows all of us that
we need to shift the energy economy as much as possible. It’s
important to move there.

In terms of firewood, | want to thank the wood producers
for reaching out to us this summer. They expressed a concern
around access to firewood-cutting areas, so the department got
a couple of smaller lots — two in Haines Junction, a couple
around Fox Lake — available for woodcutters. We are now
working on getting the larger block of Quill Creek, which has
now made it through YESA.

| talked earlier when | rose about the battery project. The
battery project is a great example of where we are investing in
the ability to shave peaks, which then reduces our dependence
on diesels. We all know that the price of diesel has been going
up, so those are all steps we are taking to try to support
Yukoners with heating in the territory.

Mr. Istchenko: As the minister alluded to, the Yukon
Wood Products Association flagged this issue for the minister
months ago, yet we are still seeing that a majority of our
commercial firewood is coming from out of the territory —
from down south. Of course, this means that prices are going
up. People are even seeing the price of cordwood skyrocket to
$500 per cord. For a senior, that is troubling. We know that one
factor driving up the cost of commercial firewood is the carbon
tax. Some sectors, like mining, have been exempted from the
carbon tax.

Will the minister commit to negotiating an exemption from
the carbon tax for the commercial firewood operators to help
address the rising cost of firewood here in the Yukon?

Hon. Mr. Streicker: When | met with the Wood
Products Association and the department — the forest
resources branch met with them — what we committed to do
was to work diligently to try to address the shortage.

| have heard comments about firewood coming from
British Columbia. Some of it is just coming from just across the
border. | have asked the department to check into that for me
and make sure that my information is correct. | will get back to
the House.

But overall, what we are doing is working with those
woodcutters to try to get them access to firewood so that we get
more supply into the whole system. We hope that the increase
in prices is short-lived.

I know that we have Quill Creek coming shortly. | can
answer more, but the direction that | gave to the department was
to do all they could to support the woodcutting industry in the
short, medium, and long term.

Mr. Istchenko: What would work is if they would
negotiate an exemption from the carbon tax for those operators;
that is what would work. Here in the Yukon, some industries
are exempt from the carbon tax; | said that earlier. The logic of
these exemptions is that there is no alternative for these
industries other than to use fossil fuels. There absolutely isn’t.
Well, we think this applies to firewood and home heating as
well.

The Northwest Territories had vision. That government
was able to negotiate an exemption from the carbon tax for

home heating fuel. Unfortunately, here, the Yukon was not able
to negotiate as good a deal as the Northwest Territories.

Will the minister agree to work with the federal
government to negotiate exemptions from the carbon tax for
important sectors like the commercial firewood sector? As
well, will he seek an exemption for home heating fuel, similar
to what the Northwest Territories has, to help address the high
cost that Yukoners are facing just to try to stay warm this
winter?

Hon. Mr. Streicker: For five years, | listened to the
Yukon Party as they said that carbon pricing was the wrong
thing to do. They ran against it nationally and here in the
territory. | think that Canadians and Yukoners now understand
that carbon pricing is a good tool to try to address the climate
crisis. In fact, carbon pricing is one of those things that will help
to drive our markets toward things like biomass.

I would love to hear — because | understand that the
members opposite —

Some Hon. Member: (Inaudible)

Speaker: Order, please. The member has the floor.

Hon. Mr. Streicker: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

I understand that the members opposite said in the last
election that they do support carbon pricing, so I’'m interested
to hear what it is that they support if today they are asking me
to speak against it.

What | will say is that we will work diligently to support
our woodcutters and those people who rely on firewood to
make sure that we have as much access to firewood. | have had
calls with chiefs to work on providing more access. | have
already explained that | have directed the department to work
with our producers. We worked to get some additional blocks
available over the fall, and we have more coming. We will do
our best to try to get access to wood for Yukoners.

Question re: Student behavioural issues at Jack
Hulland Elementary School

Mr. Kent: We continue to hear concerns from the Jack
Hulland school community about aggressive behaviour by
some students in the school. Staff and students are increasingly
anxious about what is happening on a day-to-day basis.

Yesterday we heard from a member of the school
community that some students are so anxious or afraid to go to
school that they have to be torn away from their parents as they
arrive in the morning. There are tears in the classroom and
anxiety is running high. Everyone is looking to the minister to
provide leadership on this.

What options are being considered by the minister to
alleviate the fears and concerns of students, staff, and parents
at Jack Hulland school?

Hon. Ms. McLean: | want to first start by saying that the
Department of Education supports a healthy, active, safe, and
caring learning environment in our schools. This is a
commitment outlined in the Safe and Caring Schools policy
that we all follow, which applies to students, parents, teachers,
and other school staff.
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Yesterday we had quite a long discussion about Jack
Hulland. | had expressed, yes, how concerned | am for the
school and their well-being as the Minister of Education.

Jack Hulland school council — | am not sure if the folks
across the way know that they decided to delay their regular
council meeting in order to meet with school administration and
senior officials of the Schools and Student Services branch to
gather more information on recent incidents that have occurred
in the school this week. Senior officials from the Schools and
Student Services branch will continue to work with the school
council and the school administration in responding to parental
concerns and to seek solutions to help reduce these behaviours
within the school. The school council has indicated that they
will be providing another opportunity for parents to express
concerns and seek responses later this month.

Mr. Kent:  We know that the minister met personally
with the staff in late October to discuss their concerns. Stories
are coming to us of serious physical altercations between staff
and students, particularly with some students who are in the
Grove Street program. These included a teacher last year
receiving a serious brain injury and another teacher being
assaulted. Both of these educators never returned to the school.

Can the minister tell us what specific actions that will
actually address safety concerns she is taking, based on
feedback received from staff at the meeting she attended?

Hon. Ms. McLean: | did speak about this yesterday,
extensively — about the meeting that | attended. All staff were
invited to meet with me on October 21. About half of the staff
did. I was able to listen, learn, acknowledge, and hear them
directly regarding their concerns. There has been a confidential
report from that meeting — | want to remind members opposite
of that — that was provided this week to the staff at the Jack
Hulland Elementary School.

| spoke yesterday about the Department of Education
having a very experienced administrator, Jeff Cressman, who is
principal of Elijah Smith, at the school until November 12 to
provide additional support for the school administration team
while the principal is on leave. There are a number of steps that
are being taken by the department to work on opportunities for
one-on-one conversations with staff members. Information
collected in individual interviews with a private contractor —
anonymously — will be analyzed to identify themes. | will
continue on with my answer as we proceed.

Mr. Kent:  Mr. Speaker, as the minister mentioned
earlier, yesterday afternoon, the Jack Hulland school council
postponed their scheduled meeting when a number of parents
were quite interested in discussing these concerns. However, in
response, we understand that a number of parents held a Zoom
call in light of the postponement. From that, they are looking
for a town hall of the school community to come up with
tangible actions and solutions to present to the department. This
is because, after months and months of pleading to the Liberal
government to show leadership and make this school safe for
children and staff, there has been nothing but inaction from this
minister.

Will the minister support this work and respond to any
requests for information or resources to facilitate this town hall,
and will she attend the town hall if invited to do so?

Hon. Ms. McLean: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. As |
started out with today on the commitment of our government to
have healthy, active, safe, and caring learning environments in
our Yukon schools, I am going to go somewhere a little bit
different. The Yukon Party and the leader particularly — and |
point out “the leader” — continues to spread misinformation
about our education system and | want to speak to Yukoners
about this. It is irresponsible and absolutely disappointing.
Leadership is needed to fix the school system —

Some Hon. Member: (Inaudible)

Point of order

Speaker: The Member for Lake Laberge, on a point of
order.
Mr. Cathers: The Minister of Education just clearly

contravened Standing Order 19(h) in reference to the statement
she made about the Leader of the Official Opposition. | would
ask you to remind her of that point and have her retract those
comments.

Speaker: Minister of Energy, Mines and Resources, on
the point of order.

Hon. Mr. Streicker: Mr. Speaker, the point of order
that the member opposite is referring to is “charges another
member with uttering a deliberate falsehood”, and clearly, the
Minister of Education did not do that.

Speaker’s ruling

Speaker: There is no point of order. This is a dispute
between members.
The Minister of Education has the floor.

Hon. Ms. McLean: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Again,
leadership is needed to fix our school system. Politicizing the
challenges in our schools and stoking anger and division does
a disservice to all of our students and the many dedicated staff
who are working every day to support our students. We are
doing the hard work to improve our schools after a decade and
a half of neglect from the Yukon Party.

I have met with the Jack Hulland school council. | have
met with the staff at Jack Hulland. We have made adjustments
to the learning spaces to improve safety. We have reviewed all
the learning plans for the students in the Grove Street program.
We have updated the Grove Street handbook, and as | have
stated, we will be supporting a family-parent meeting later this
month.

Speaker: The time for Question Period has now elapsed.

Speaker’s ruling

Speaker: Before the House proceeds to Orders of the
Day, the Chair will rule on the question of privilege raised by
the Member for Lake Laberge on Monday, November 1, 2021.
The Member raised the question of privilege in response to the
Minister of Community Services’ Facebook posts dated
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October 21, 2021. The question for the Chair to decide is
whether there appears to be a prima facie, or apparent, breach
of privilege.

Standing Order 7(4) states: “When the Speaker has ruled
that

“(a) there appears to be a prima facie case of breach of
privilege, and

“b) the matter has been raised at the earliest opportunity

“any member may either immediately propose a motion or,
not later than at the conclusion of the next sitting day, give
notice of a motion calling upon the Assembly to take action
thereon or referring the same to a Committee of the Assembly.”

Once such a motion is called for debate, all other business
before the House, with the exception of the Daily Routine, will
be set aside until debate on the motion is concluded.

As the Chair has noted, members are required to raise
questions of privilege at the earliest possible moment after an
alleged breach has occurred. The Member for Lake Laberge did
not raise this question of privilege on the first available sitting
day. However, in this case, the member has asserted that he first
became aware of the Facebook posts on Friday,
October 29, 2021. The Member brought the matter to the
attention of the House on Monday, November 1, 2021.

The Chair will take the Member at his word that he brought
it to the attention of the House at the earliest possible moment
once he was made aware of it.

The first issue that the Chair considered is whether the
language used in the Facebook posts from October 21, 2021 in
fact constitutes either a prima facie breach of privilege or a
prima facie contempt of the House. To assist in the Chair’s
deliberations on this, it was necessary to understand the context
in which the post was made. On October 14, 2021, the
Government of Yukon issued a news release, No. 21-401, on
the Yukon.ca website. In this release, as is common in
government news releases following the first reading of
government bills, there is an explanation of what the legislation
would do if the bill is passed.

The Chair considered the language of the actual Facebook
posts in question. In these posts, the Minister of Community
Services makes various statements, all using the future tense.
The Facebook post released on October 21 at 11:04 a.m.
includes that the better building program ... will allow
Yukoners to renovate their homes to make them more energy
efficient” and “Yukoners will be able to access up to $50,000
to make green retrofits”. The text on the image that
accompanies the post says, “The Better Building Program
would provide Yukoners with up to $50,000 for home energy
efficient retrofits...”

Later, on October 21, 2021, at 4:23 p.m., the Minister of
Community Services released another Facebook post. In this
post, the minister states the benefits of what the better building
program will do for Yukon businesses: “The Better Building
Program supports the goals in the Our Clean Future Strategy
and will help Yukon businesses retrofit their buildings to make
them more energy efficient”. It also says, “Yukon businesses
will be able to access up to $100,000 to make energy retrofits
to their buildings”. The image included with the post says, “The

Better Building Program would provide Yukon businesses with
up to $100,0007.

The Chair believes that this language is consistent with
what governments and individual Members of the Legislative
Assembly have previously released discussing future programs
being contemplated in one form or another by the Legislative
Assembly.

The second issue is whether the posts are contrary to
previous rulings by previous Speakers of this House. As noted
by the Member for Lake Laberge, there are limits to how a
government may present what programs will do or would do.

In a ruling regarding pre-budget announcements,
Speaker Staffen stated on April 7, 2005: ... not all government
news releases acknowledged that such spending was subject to
the approval of the Legislature. The Chair believes this
statement should be included in all such statements to ensure
that the Assembly’s authority is respected, its dignity is
protected and the public is properly informed.”

The Minister of Community Services” Facebook posts on
October 21, 2021 did not indicate that the better building
program was contingent on bills being passed by the Assembly,
as would be the best practice for such messaging. The minister
did, however, use the future tense rather than the present tense
so as not to confuse the public that the program is already
operational.

Unlike the case of the 2018 ruling by House of Commons
Speaker Geoff Regan cited by the Member for Lake Laberge,
the reader of the October 21 Facebook posts is not left with the
idea that the legislation is already in effect but instead is left
questioning the timing of when the program will be in place.

Finally, the Member for Lake Laberge referenced a
March 7, 2019 ruling by the previous Speaker of the Yukon
Legislative Assembly. The Chair does not believe this ruling is
wholly applicable. In that case, a government press release
presupposed that the Legislative Assembly would pass certain
bills prior to the bills actually having received third reading.
Those assertions were presumptuous and also confusing. In his
ruling, the previous Speaker noted that what had occurred was
an error based on a misunderstanding of the legislative process.

There are no assertions that a bill will pass the House in the
Facebook posts made by the Minister of Community Services.
There is a description of what a program will do in the future,
and while it does not indicate what needs to happen before the
program can begin, the description is definitely in the future
tense.

The Chair will take this opportunity to urge members to
use precise language in all their communications with the
public. In the age of many different kinds of media where space
is limited, it may be convenient to leave out that programs are
not yet in place and require legislative approval. It is, however,
the best practice and the clearest for the public for members to
ensure in these communications that there is no confusion and
that the authority of the Assembly is neither called into question
nor is the impression given that the Legislative Assembly plays
a perfunctory role.

The Chair finds that there is neither a prima facie contempt
nor a prima facie breach of privilege in respect of the question
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of privilege raised by the Member for Lake Laberge. | thank the
Member for Laberge for his submission on this matter.

We will now proceed to Orders of the Day.

ORDERS OF THE DAY

Hon. Mr. Streicker: Mr. Speaker, | move that the
Speaker do now leave the Chair and that the House resolve into
Committee of the Whole.

Speaker: It has been moved by the Acting Government
House Leader that the Speaker do now leave the Chair and that
the House resolve into Committee of the Whole.

Motion agreed to

Speaker leaves the Chair

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE

Chair (Ms. Blake): Order, please. Committee of the
Whole will now come to order.

The matter before the Committee is general debate on
Vote 18, Yukon Housing Corporation, in Bill No. 202, entitled
Second Appropriation Act 2021-22.

Do members wish to take a brief recess?

All Hon. Members: Agreed.

Chair: Committee of the Whole will recess for 15
minutes.

Recess

Chair: Committee of the Whole will now come to order.

Bill No. 202: Second Appropriation Act 2021-22 —
continued

Chair: Order, please. Committee of the Whole will now
come to order.

The matter before the Committee is general debate on
Vote 18, Yukon Housing Corporation, in Bill No. 202, entitled
Second Appropriation Act 2021-22.

Is there any general debate?

Yukon Housing Corporation

Hon. Mr. Pillai: Madam Chair, as Minister responsible
for the Yukon Housing Corporation, | am pleased to rise this
afternoon to outline the spending requested as part of the first
supplementary estimates for 2021-22.

I would like to take this opportunity to show my
appreciation and thank the staff and the board of directors of
the Yukon Housing Corporation for their hard work and
dedication to making more affordable housing options
available to Yukoners and continuing to deliver innovative
housing solutions.

Before | begin my address, | would like to acknowledge
the officials who will assist me today: Mary Cameron is with
us, the president of the Yukon Housing Corporation; and
Marcel Holder-Robinson, director of finance and risk
management at the Yukon Housing Corporation. Madam Chair,
I can’t stress enough how appreciative I am about working with

the senior leadership team that | get to work with daily and
weekly at the Yukon Housing Corporation. We have put a
tremendous amount of work on their plates. At every turn, they
have stood up to take that on, understanding the situation that
we are in here in the Yukon, and their passion toward delivering
on what we need here, based on some very tough markets. |
want to thank them. Over the last number of months, I’ve been
getting to know folks and they are helping me as we take a
really aggressive approach to dealing with housing.

Our supplementary estimates provide the Yukon Housing
Corporation with an opportunity to update the main estimates
that we provided in the spring. There is no other way to say it:
This year has been, again, a tough year for the Yukon and the
housing sector is no exception. We saw lumber prices soar to
unprecedented levels. We saw the construction sector busier
than ever with the competition for the labour force. We saw
individuals and families struggle with unprecedented housing
instability, as both the workforce and their employment shifted.

As well, we saw landlords struggling with market
instability and the movement of selling off their rental stock,
resulting in rentals turning into home-ownership sales and an
increase to rental rates as new owners took on new debt and
risk.

On all fronts, we know that we have more to do as we work
with our housing partners on stabilizing the affordable housing
market. Although the housing landscape continues to change,
we remain committed to fiscal responsibility and we continue
to adapt, mobilize, and find solutions to these fluctuations.

Thus, Madam Chair, the supplementary estimates that I’'m
presenting today for the Yukon Housing Corporation are
focused on the core needs of Yukoners.

Like many jurisdictions across Canada, the Yukon is
experiencing a high demand for housing. We face significant
challenges in terms of availability, quality, and affordability of
housing. In addition, we are seeing increased demand for
Yukon Housing Corporation’s community housing stock which
continues to exceed the supply of our units; our wait-list
continues to grow.

There are a number of reasons for the growth in wait-list
numbers: one, our shortage of robust housing options, along
with the high cost of rental housing and home ownership; in
some communities, limited private rental housing; growing
population in the Yukon, including within our seniors
demographic; increased economic uncertainty for some
individuals and families due to the COVID-19 pandemic; and
barriers to housing such as affordability and discrimination as
reported in the point-in-time count conducted in April 2021.

To respond to these challenges, over the past three years,
the corporation has been successfully working toward its
five-year strategic plan vision to deliver housing solutions that
contribute to healthy, sustainable, and inclusive communities.
We remain committed to supporting housing options for
Yukoners. Our housing programs have now supported the
construction of over 600 homes in the territory. Our funding
program successfully leveraged partnerships in support of the
development of new affordable housing projects and programs.
If we are going to be successful in resolving these housing
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issues, it will take all partners in the housing field to work
together.

We are guided by three goals of the Yukon Housing
Corporation strategic plan: We are a trusted housing partner,
we are renewing and rebalancing community housing, and we
are strengthening our corporate stewardship.

In addition to the corporation’s strategic plan, we are
working on the goals and objectives of the housing action plan
for Yukon, the Safe at Home plan to end and prevent
homelessness, and the aging-in-place action plan and the
recommendations from the Putting People First report.

As part of this work, we recently organized a housing
summit to bring together key housing stakeholders to discuss
the next big ideas in housing, to facilitate conversations, and to
together take action to ensure that more housing options are
available in the future. The summit saw participation across all
orders of government, First Nation development corporations,
municipalities, non-profit organizations, and the private sector.
Participants provided housing options to address and meet
those critical needs.

Our collaborative approach resulted in innovative
partnerships and solutions to grow housing stock, address the
affordability gap, and support the development of a full housing
continuum across the Yukon. While we look forward to
achieving housing affordability solutions that were established
during the housing summit and celebrating those milestones
together, we are conscious of the challenges that we still face
today.

The real estate market in the Yukon has been highly active
through the past year. We saw increasing real estate values with
the average sale price of a single detached house in Whitehorse
reported at a record high of $650,700 — an increase of more
than $100,000 over a year. At the same time, the City of
Whitehorse is still grappling with low vacancy rates of
1.7 percent.

Combine these with the increasing population, and we
have a lot of ground to cover to increase the supply of housing
in the Yukon which has further intensified since the COVID-19
pandemic started. We now face the reality of living long term
with COVID-19 in our midst. The Yukon Housing Corporation
is adapting to the new normal while continuing to ensure a high
level of customer service. We adjusted our Housing
Corporation’s operations during the COVID-19 pandemic to
help keep Yukoners safely housed and we remain committed to
this goal.

As such, Madam Chair, the corporation balanced the needs
to address emerging priorities, while also supporting existing
and ongoing projects. We continue with our housing programs
to better address Yukoners’ needs across the housing
continuum and improve housing outcomes for Yukoners. You
will see that this work is reflected in the supplementary
estimates.

In partnership with CMHC, the Canada Mortgage and
Housing Corporation, our government launched the Canada-
Yukon housing benefit in November 2020. The corporation had
an approved budget of $584,000 in 2020-21, of which $400,000
supported over 200 Yukon households with rental subsidies and

helped Yukoners recover from the economic effects of
COVID-19. Due to the mid-year start of the program, the
corporation requested authority to move the remaining
$184,000 to this fiscal year, 2021-22, under the Canada-Yukon
housing benefit so that more applicants can benefit over the
long term from this rental subsidy.

We were successful in our federal funding application for
$3 million from CMHC under the rapid housing initiative in
March 2021 and have completed the design, with construction
underway of three community housing triplexes in the
communities of Mayo, Watson Lake, and Whitehorse.

As you are all aware, lumber and construction costs
increased dramatically, not just here but across Canada. During
our tendering process, the costs for construction came in higher
than initially anticipated at in excess of $2.4 million. Yukon
Housing Corporation reprioritized funding from its existing
budget to cover the unanticipated increase. This increase has
been offset against decreases in our unit conversions project of
$1.3 million and our northern housing fund of $1.1 million
respectively.

The initial allocation of $3 million under the rapid housing
initiative and the northern housing fund allocation of
$1.1 million are fully recoverable from the federal government.

This project aligns with key community needs, the
corporation’s capital asset management plan housing needs
assessment, and our work to modernize our community housing
program.

Last but not least, work on our 47-unit community housing
building at 4™ Avenue and Jeckell Street in Whitehorse is well
underway, and we are very excited to be moving closer to its
completion and providing much needed homes for Yukoners.

The corporation received implementation fees approval for
the 47-unit facility at a projected cost of $20 million, of which
$19.2 million was allocated for construction. Of this amount,
$18 million was approved under the 2020-21 and 2021-22 main
estimates for the construction phase.

The corporation moved forward with tendering the project
during the COVID-19 pandemic in order to realize the long-
term benefits of the construction of 47 new homes; however,
the consequences of the pandemic became more evident as the
project progressed. As | have highlighted today, the corporation
also saw increases in material costs and experienced delays
during 2021 that have contributed to an increase in project
costs. We therefore requested an increase to the budget of
$3.6 million in the 2021-22 estimates to complete the project.
This consisted of $2.4 million in unused funds from the
2020-21 fiscal year and $1.2 million due to increased costs of
materials and worker isolation costs resulting from the
COVID-19 pandemic prevention measures.

Between all Yukon government departments, good work is
underway to better understand the COVID-19-related market
variables to inform future planning; however, over the short
term, the Yukon Housing Corporation identified funding that
will allow these projects to move forward in a timely manner to
help Yukoners in housing need.

The federal budget released in April 2021 includes
opportunities to improve housing in the Yukon, and we look
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forward to the support that these funds will have across the
housing continuum. We will be working closely with our
federal counterparts to learn more about these funding options.
Of note, future opportunities may exist for funding areas under
our current bilateral agreement. As well, there are additional
funds for the rapid housing initiative and the Reaching Home
strategy.

The federal budget has also reallocated funding for the
national housing co-investment fund. We look forward to
forthcoming details on these new and reallocated funding
streams. We will continue to engage and advocate for Yukoners
with our federal government partners.

We are also excited to share with you some of our
significant achievements over this past year. Through our
innovative housing partnership with Da Daghay Development
Corporation, we have added 28 affordable new homes in
Whistle Bend through phase 1 and phase 2 of the River Bend
development. Yukon Housing Corporation has helped to find
housing solutions and housing stability for 50 individuals and
households from our wait-list. At a time of acute housing
pressure, we are proud to see a place to call home realized for
those who have moved into the housing development.

We also recently announced our support for the Boreal
Commons — an 87-unit affordable and rental housing project
in Whistle Bend — along with the Government of Canada and
the City of Whitehorse. This project is an example of the
housing partnerships that Yukon Housing Corporation has been
focused on to support increases in affordable rental market
housing development. That’s not all.

As well as providing homes, we are also delivering on
Yukon’s climate change strategy. I’'m happy to see the
outcomes today as Yukoners move into these safe, energy-
efficient homes.

As we look forward, we will also be guided by the aging-
in-place action plan to address continued growth in aging-in-
place housing needs. With this in mind, we are happy to move
forward with our mixed-use project in Old Crow, which has
been in the planning phase for several years. Construction work
began on the tenplex housing complex, which will enable us to
respond to the changing housing needs in the community while
boosting the Yukon’s economy in generating construction jobs.

In conclusion, Madam Chair, the changes to our
supplementary estimates have enabled the Yukon Housing
Corporation to be innovative and resilient to the changing
housing needs in the territory. Our people-centred approach to
wellness helps Yukoners thrive.

We are committed to nurturing new initiatives that will
help Yukoners find the housing support they need. As we now
move into the winter season, it is crucial for everyone to have a
safe and affordable place to call home — a home that meets
their needs. We will continue to provide essential housing
options by building on our partnerships, exploring innovative
approaches to help address housing supply solutions, and by
making strategic investments for healthy, vibrant, and
sustainable communities.

Today, the Yukon Housing Corporation presents
responsible first supplementary estimates. | invite members to

treat Committee of the Whole as an opportunity to request
further detail on any of the areas included in the supplementary
estimates.

Ms. Clarke: 1 would like to welcome officials from the
Yukon Housing Corporation and to thank them for being here
today. While | have a moment, | would like to thank the
corporation for the work that they did during the housing
summit held in October. | can appreciate that many great ideas
were identified. | just wanted to say that the Official Opposition
would certainly be eager and willing to attend future public
discussions on housing.

I had asked during the briefing if I could receive a copy of
the report from the summit. | would just like to mention once
more here with the minister that, when that becomes available,
I would appreciate a copy.

I have some questions for the minister in a number of areas,
so | will get started. | will try to keep my questions fairly short
in the hope that we are able to move quickly through them
today.

I will start on the topic of housing loan programs and
initiatives. In May of this year, the minister stated that the
Yukon Housing Corporation was rebalancing their role in
communities to provide affordable rental housing and home
ownership options through private market incentives, or loans
directly to Yukoners, as well as subsidy programs. | understand
that the rent subsidy program is out of money.

Can the minister please confirm when the program ran out,
why it ran out, and what the government is doing about it?

Hon. Mr. Pillai:  As a quick response — no, that is not
correct. We have not run out of money for our housing benefit.
We actually also are happy to say today that we no longer have
a wait-list. Therefore, we are, | think, providing either $200,
$400, $600, or $800, depending on people’s circumstances.
Again, we are still funded. Our agreement is, | believe, an eight-
year agreement, as well, that is place in a bilateral relationship
with CMHC.

Ms. Clarke: | thank the minister for his answer.

The former down payment assistance program was
implemented in 2013 to help Yukoners pay the down payment
on their first house. As the minister can imagine, saving for a
down payment is increasingly difficult, especially for young
Yukoners. The former first mortgage loan program allowed
Yukoners to obtain a mortgage to assist them in buying a home
when they were unable to obtain a mortgage through
conventional methods.

Can the minister explain why the down payment assistance
program and the first mortgage loan program were cut under
the Liberal government?

Hon. Mr. Pillai:  First of all, what we are seeing within
Whitehorse is that our traditional lenders are providing debt
instruments, mortgages, to individuals and that CMHC has to
occupy that space where folks can work toward getting the
down payment mechanism.

It is important to say that we have tried to really focus on
our communities. What we have heard, sitting with Yukoners
— whether it be in Teslin, Watson Lake, or Dawson City — is
that it has become very difficult in some circumstances to be
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able to acquire mortgages in some of those communities, partly
because institutions try to cross-reference other assets in those
communities before they will provide that funding, and
sometimes it is difficult to have something that is equal to what
an individual is looking to build.

So, we are working, as well, to increase the amounts that
can be funded through our mortgage support programs out into
communities. But again, we are seeing other folks occupy the
space to provide individuals in Whitehorse with the right
mechanisms to build new homes.

Ms. Clarke: Thanks to the minister for his answer.

There is a mortgage program for rural Yukoners. Can the
minister confirm if this program is fully subscribed to each
year?

Hon. Mr. Pillai: What we try to do is cash-manage
within the budget. Right now, what we would say is that
everything has been identified or called for, but we have not
allocated all of that. We have been working with individuals
who have identified our rural supports as something they need,
but they are still going through the process of getting ready to
actually use that or to build.

I am going to be working with the corporation very closely
on that item. If we see some really large growth of interest in
our communities to use that program, | am comfortable with
our president and others — of sitting with the board and letting
them know that. In the case that we have to look at providing
more funds to that program, | think that it is a prudent decision,
but certainly right now, it seems that the cash that we have
allotted for that is meeting the demand.

Again, itis a good question and something that we have to
watch very closely. It has been flagged by municipal leaders
across the Yukon as a program that is extremely important. We
have taken the advice from municipal leaders, which | brought
back to the corporation and to the board, about increasing the
amount that can be allocated. | had requested an opportunity to
speak to newly elected municipal officials at their earliest
convenience. That, of course, will be the Association of Yukon
Communities. During that conference, | will have an
opportunity on early Friday morning just to really talk about
one thing, which is how we can work together around housing
needs.

Ms. Clarke: Has the minister considered any expansion
of the program for Yukoners looking to build their own homes
either in the Whitehorse area or in rural Yukon?

Hon. Mr. Pillai:  We have had discussions internally at
Yukon Housing Corporation about new ideas of innovation. To
be very open, | think that one thing we have always said is that
we have seen good ideas from all political parties. There are
some things that caught my eye from the Official Opposition
— their platform. We have discussed some things inside the
Housing Corporation. We are really just looking at what the
market looks like and where we can help.

| think it is best to further define those and to build them
out before we roll anything out. | think we are keeping a very
close eye on what the market looks like and want to ensure that
Yukoners have those opportunities. We look at individuals who
have come through our school systems. They have grown up

here. In many cases, they receive the Yukon grant and use the
Yukon grant to go off to improve their education situation, to
get degrees and trades, and then are having difficulty in being
able to come home. We are investing in our youth through a lot
of the process. I think it’s important for us to understand that,
when those investments are made and we want those
individuals to be back in the Yukon contributing to our
economy, to our society, and to their families, we might have
to look at innovative ways.

Yes, the quick answer is that we are looking at some
concepts, but they are still yet to be rolled out as we define the
best possible tools to meet those needs.

Ms. Clarke: | appreciate the answer from the
minister. | will now move on to another topic — the social and
seniors wait-list. Can the minister please provide the current
wait-list for social housing and seniors housing broken down
by community, if he has that information?

Hon. Mr. Pillai:  First of all, our total wait-list number is
453. That is as of August, so | want to be very open with the
Assembly. We can have a delta of 10 or 15, where we can see
that number increase, and, of course, in some cases, we address
that. The 453 is where we were in August. We have been within
10 or 15 of that number.

Breaking it down by community, right now, we have: one
Yukon government employee on our wait-list in Beaver Creek;
in Carcross, we have four seniors and three non-seniors on our
wait-list; Dawson City, where we see our biggest demand, we
have 10 seniors and 20 non-seniors on our wait-list; in
Carmacks, we have one Yukon government employee on our
wait-list.

So, for the House, Madam Chair, if I don’t touch on it,
there is not an individual in that category.

In Faro, we have one non-senior and one Yukon
government employee; in Haines Junction, we have two seniors
and six non-seniors; in Mayo, we have two government
employees; in Pelly Crossing, one government employee; in
Ross River, we have two seniors, seven non-seniors, and one
government employee; in Teslin, we have just one non-senior;
and in Watson Lake, where our second biggest demand is, we
have three seniors, 14 non-seniors, and four Yukon government
employees on our wait-list. In Whitehorse, we have 155
seniors, 225 non-seniors, and no government employees on
wait-lists. So, the total number of all of Yukon is 176 seniors
— all our communities — and 277 non-seniors, for a total of
453. Then, in the category for government employees, we have
11 government employees who are still on our wait-list seeking
housing.

Ms. Clarke: | thank the minister for his answer. So, we
continue to receive reports that there are Yukon Housing
Corporation units that remain empty for long periods of time.
Many are reportedly vacant and not being worked on. Can the
minister please provide how many Yukon Housing units are
currently vacant, and when will they be filled?

Hon. Mr. Pillai: | hope I’m not off by one or two here,
but what we have been looking at — there are about 20 units
right now that we are working on. Those are 20 units that, by
Yukon Housing Corporation standards, would be not up to the
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standard we would normally have for somebody who is looking
for a housing option to move into.

| want to say for the House that we have been speaking
with many individuals in our community, whether those are
alarms that have been identified by the Anti-Poverty Coalition
— we have worked with folks from Safe at Home, and there
are individuals in the private sector who are really concerned.
What we are trying to do at this point is — we are looking at
those 20 units. To be open with the Assembly, we are looking
at everything in our continuum that potentially can be used as
emergency housing.

So, we have 20 units. Right now, we are trying to make
sure that each one of those, if they are not filled, is appropriate
to have somebody live in, and we are looking at either working
with other organizations to try to find housing options for folks
— but we may have to use those. They may not be exactly of
the quality that we would normally use to rent out, but based on
the situation we’re in, they could be part of our emergency
housing solution.

Ms. Clarke: Is the minister aware of any families with
children who are currently on the Yukon Housing Corporation
list who are being housed in hotels at this time? If yes, what is
being done to ensure that these families are provided adequate
housing in a reasonable time?

Hon. Mr. Pillai: That is a very good question. We are
very open about the situation of housing right now. We think
that there are about 63 children who are in housing that is not,
what we believe, appropriate for them. In some cases, we are
working with other departments like Health and Social
Services, and we may have children who are, with their
families, living in something that is substandard. That is the
number that has been provided to us in our meetings with the
Anti-Poverty Coalition. Our latest meeting was just the other
day. Again, that is the sense we have.

What are we doing? Really, | think that this supplementary
budget speaks to many initiatives. Truly, | think that the
Housing Corporation and the board have made decisions for the
most investment that we have seen in affordable housing. We
want our projects that we are leading to come online, which are,
of course, our units at Jeckell as well as Cornerstone — with
partners as well as Boreal and Riverbend. We have a lot of new
stock that is coming online.

We know that we have the highest proportion of social
housing in the country but, at the same time, we know that our
demand still means that we need to do more. We are looking at
those projects coming online.

The other thing that we are doing is going out to a number
of development corporations and having the same discussion as
I’'m going to have with municipalities. What we are really
trying to do is to completely de-risk the ability to build
affordable housing. What | mean by that is that, in some cases,
we are using the programs that we provide with — essentially,
it’s a municipal matching grant. Many municipalities have
taken this on, and then we match that. It can go up to, | believe,
$1 million — $500,000 from each organization. That really
takes down some of the overhead costs that organizations have
through the tax regime or other things when they build.

What we are really trying to do is look to see what we are
spending in many of these cases on housing units, specifically
where individuals or families are, we will say, “underhoused”.
Then we are moving out to the stakeholders or partners — our
First Nation governments — that may have traditional territory
there. It might be in one of our communities — and how can
we make a commitment to you to look at leasing long term
some of the units that you may build? What we are seeing when
we do that, in many cases, is that we’re building a bankable
project where corporations, as one example, can go back to the
bank or their financial institution and show that a government
with a double-A bond rating, | believe — I will leave that to the
Finance minister, but | believe that is a very good rating —
which really makes it a simple decision for financial institutions
to provide them with funds. Then what we are doing is just
reallocating the funds that we have been putting into those other
parts of the housing continuum and moving it to a better
solution.

That’s not the same across the board. We have offered it
up to all development corporations. Some folks are in a
different place than others, depending on what they want to
build, but that is going to be part of our solution. That has been
the success story with Riverbend and Da Daghay. That is why,
at this point, not only are they very happy about the units that
they are building now, they are back at the table with us and
want to continue to build as quickly as possible. They are very
eager to do that and have built relationships with their financial
institutions where those institutions are ready to continue to
fund.

That gives you a snapshot. I don’t know if it does justice
to go through an hour of things that we are doing. | am going to
leave it to questions, but we certainly have a number of things
that are underway to meet those demands and to solve some of
the problems that are in front of us.

Ms. Clarke: 1 thank the minister for his answers. | will
now move on to questions on Jeckell Street housing.

I noted that the minister mentioned the Jeckell Street
housing project and some of the details. | have some questions
on this new housing development. When is the Jeckell Street
facility supposed to be completed?

Hon. Mr. Pillai:  Late spring 2022.

Ms. Clarke: How many units will be available? How
many of each type — for example, bedroom, family units, et
cetera? How many people are going to be housed from the
current wait-list upon completion? How are people being
chosen from the wait-list?

Hon. Mr. Pillai:  I’m just going to give a quick overview
of our project on Jeckell, and it will touch on some of the
answers that the member opposite is looking for. This building
has 47 units that include bachelor suites and one-, two-, and
three-bedroom units; 10 units will be barrier-free. This project
is current scheduled to be completed in late spring of 2022.

The project increases the number of units on the site from
six units in the former building to 47 units in the new building.
Through consultation and design, we determined that, based on
the shape and size of our lot size and the community outdoor
space, the maximum building size would allow for 47 units.
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We have a standard process that we use when it comes to
dealing with the wait-list. Really, we are going to use the same
criteria to make the allocations to this unit. This will be done
over a couple of months.

From my understanding, women fleeing violence tend to
be at the top of the list. Sometimes it’s difficult — | am sure
that all MLAs here in this Legislative Assembly have
individuals who reach out to them who have been on the wait-
list and are wondering why they have not moved or, in some
cases, why they have moved down the list. That is, again,
because that is the criteria we use. It has not changed. It has
been very stable over the last number of years — and, | believe,
through successive governments — but it is really about people
who are in the most vulnerable positions being able to move to
that housing first.

A little bit about the breakdown and the style of housing
that it is — it’s a mixed-income model, and it is a new approach
to allocating housing that will provide homes for clients with a
range of incomes, all within the existing housing income limits.
We will support clients with deeper shallow subsidies
according to their need. This is a community housing approach
that enables social diversity and supports better social outcomes
and fiscal responsibility. All tenants will pay an affordable rent,
according to their income.

In mixed-use housing, different client groups from our
community, including seniors, families, and individuals, are
housed together in multi-unit buildings. This means that we can
better respond to the dynamic housing needs of a community
and focus on creating healthy and vibrant communities within
multi-unit buildings.

We worked with local housing stakeholders through
several events and meetings in 2019 to develop our mixed-use
and mixed-income housing model. Initially, we looked at
including a market rental component to our mixed-income
housing, but after consultation, we will continue to prioritize
Yukon households within our existing household income limits
currently used for community housing. Mixed-use and mixed-
income housing is a complementary model aimed at addressing
emerging community housing needs in the context of a
growing, diverse, and aging population.

I will likely have to get back to the House only because,
depending on where the priority is on the list for individuals, as
we look at our breakdown of 47 units — some are two, some
are three, some are one. We could be housing up to 75 people
or more, pending the makeup of individuals, units, and families
that are on the wait-list, but as we get close in the spring and in
spring budget debate, | certainly can come back and identify
those numbers more clearly for you.

Ms. Clarke: | appreciate the answer.

| am going now to move on to 5 and Rogers. The Minister
of Energy, Mines and Resources indicated that the Yukon
Housing Corporation is the lead on 5™ and Rogers. | would like
to follow up on those questions to the housing minister. Could
the minister provide a timeline on when he expects that land
parcel to be released to the private sector for future housing
development?

Hon. Mr. Pillai:  We have seen 5" and Rogers as a block
of land that has had really, over successive years, different
concepts, and different organizations were looking to use that
land. T don’t have the full history; it predates my time in
government, but certainly it has been talked about a lot. Our
approach has been to scour every part of the City of
Whitehorse, if not the Yukon, to look for available land and
look for partnerships to build out — projects that we need to
meet the demand that we are seeing.

With 5™ and Rogers, one of the things that played out was
that we really want to see rental housing. Part of the challenge
that has happened within the housing continuum is that the
private sector has continued to make investments — except for
some of the bigger projects that | mentioned earlier — and
made decisions, in many cases, to build strata title. Strata title
is a form of title, but really, it is where you find condominium
developments. That is done because you can realize your return
on that investment very quickly. The challenge is that it doesn’t
make a dramatic impact to our rental market.

What we have seen in other jurisdictions across Canada is
larger organizations, usually called “real estate investment
trusts”, that are either building rental housing or purchasing
other rental housing and putting it into an investment pool.
Large investment entities tend to look at that as a good
investment — a good long-term investment. Of course, when
you see the demand across this country from city to city, that
makes sense.

With 5" and Rogers, part of what we have been doing
between the Yukon Housing Corporation and Energy, Mines
and Resources is to try to make sure that we define what gets
built on that piece of land. We want to see rental housing. We
want to see it affordable, but we need rental stock. In 2019,
there was an expression of interest that was put out. That
expression of interest had a number of local organizations and
corporations respond to it. After that expression of interest was
finished, some of the organizations decided to continue to work
with us but felt that maybe what was being looked at for 51" and
Rogers was not within the scope of the work or their mandate.
We have gone back into discussions to see, with the remaining
parties, if there is an opportunity to develop that.

We have had discussions and we are going to continue to
have some discussions, but inevitably, if we can’t get to a place
where we have a project that is really looking at rental housing,
then we would go back to an RFP, open it up, and see if there
are other interested parties.

I would like to see — | guess | can put this with my
responsibilities — whoever is going to develop it doing
preparation to that site by the summer of 2022. We do not want
to see us miss time to do site prep. There is some work that has
to be done there. There are two concerns with 5™ and Rogers,
really: one is geotechnical stability, which is the need for a
berm and something that is fairly standard along what we would
call the clay cliffs in the downtown Whitehorse area; and the
second part is looking at legacy environmental concerns. There
has been a lot of work done by Community Services, as well as
Energy, Mines and Resources — but primarily, | believe,
Community Services — to look at remedies for that.
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We think we have defined the efforts that would have to be
in place to mitigate any of those environmental concerns, and
we are getting to a place where we can define what that berm
looks like. Those are two critical things that anybody needs to
know before they develop it, and | think that our early
conversations with the parties that have been part of the
expression of interest seem to be leading in the appropriate way
to do some significant building on that site.

Ms. Clarke: 1 heard that the minister is going to put an
expression of interest, but could you confirm: Would it be some
sort of a public tendering or offering, or would it be a request
for qualifications? We are just curious about what is being
considered at this time.

Hon. Mr. Pillai:  No, not that we are going to — the
expression of interest was completed in September 2020, and it
was run through the Department of Community Services. That
was concluded.

My comments were that we have gone through a process
to have discussions with individuals who had been part of that
process. If we can seek a solution that meets what we want to
see on that site, then we can begin negotiations on allocation of
the land, and if we do not get to a place that meets our needs on
that site, we will go back out to a request for proposals, just a
public process at that point.

Ms. Clarke: 1 appreciate the minister’s answer.

| am going to move on. | am looking for an update on the
Normandy project. In the spring, the minister noted that the
84-unit residence for seniors was anticipated for completion in
the fall of 2022, and the Yukon Housing Corporation is
providing $3.5 million to support 10 units in the building for
Yukon government to use for 20 years, with $500,000 from the
housing initiative fund and $500,000 from the municipal
matching rental construction program. Could the minister
confirm that those costs and timelines remain the same —
Yukon Housing Corporation will be provided 10 units to use
for 20 years — and what will happen to the units after 20 years?

Hon. Mr. Pillai: In keeping with — | touched on it in
some of the opening comments — our aging-in-place
philosophy and the direction of the Putting People First
recommendations and the housing action plan for Yukon,
Yukon Housing Corporation is working with other relevant
Government of Yukon departments and external partners to
support seniors where they want to live.

Currently under construction, the Normandy Manor will be
a privately owned, 84-unit residence for seniors. Anticipated
completion is the fall of 2022. The information that we’re
getting from the ownership group is that this is still in place.

The president of the Yukon Housing Corporation just
made me aware that, on November 15, there will be an open
house. We can send that to all MLAs. It’s not on-site, but it’s
actually at the Gold Rush.

One of the things that happened — and the ownership
group made us aware — is that, as soon as it was announced,
folks were reaching out to them to try to figure out how they
could lock down a spot. | know that now, as they are getting
closer to getting completed a very significant project, they are

having these information sessions. We will share that
information.

In support of this project, you are absolutely correct.
Yukon Housing Corporation is providing $3.5 million for the
10 units in the building. At the end of 20 years, or as we get
close to get that, the Yukon Housing Corporation has the ability
to renegotiate a lease for a longer period of time, or those units
could go back into the portfolio that the organization has to
lease out or to rent out to others. Again, $500,000 was from our
housing initiative fund and $500,000 was from the municipal
matching rental construction program.

Normandy is being built and will be operated through KBC
Developments, a partnership of local businesses that includes
Ketza Construction, Borud Enterprises, and Northern Vision
Development. Once completed, this residence will meet the
needs of seniors who want housing with support services, such
as meals and hospitality services, thereby filling a gap in
existing accommodations.

Normandy Manor provides an essential housing option in
Whitehorse between individuals living in their own homes and
those living in long-term care homes. Our government’s
support for Normandy Manor is very cost effective compared
to the cost of long-term care.

While we have this opportunity, | want to, just for the
Assembly, commend Dave Borud for his work on this. He and
his family have been known to be very strong entrepreneurs in
our community.

Their work — whether it be in manufacturing,
telecommunications, fibre, or this project — they have been
leaders. 1 don’t think that this project would be where it is
without his leadership, and he has a very strong partnership
group. | know that they see this, from our discussions with
them, as just one step in what they believe can be developed in
Whitehorse to help these needs.

I hope that this gives the member opposite a good
understanding of what we are hoping to see here. It is not just
the 84 units, but those individuals may have been living in the
homes that they have had for many, many years, and it could
be that they have already moved into an apartment or a
condominium, whatever it is. What we are seeing is that we are
going to have that opportunity to have 84 new units, but we are
also going to see those individuals either sell or rent out the
units that they are currently in. It’s really a two-for-one on all
of these, and that is why we continue to have very supportive
conversations with Vimy, which may be asked about later.

We see that as an opportunity to fill a gap between where
individuals are now and before they have to make a choice
around long-term care. It still provides a sense of independence
as well as community, which we think is very important when
we look at aging in place.

I look forward to more questions on Normandy or even
Vimy.

Ms. Clarke: Thank you for the answer. | am going to
move on now to the topic of community land trusts.

The minister has mentioned a community land trust
project. Could the minister indicate what responsibilities
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Yukon Housing Corporation may have in development of the
community land trust?

Hon. Mr. Pillai:  The Yukon has been experiencing an
acute housing shortage, and homes are increasing in price.
That’s why our government’s mandate includes support for the
establishment of a community land trust here in the territory.
The innovative housing model supports a key goal of the
housing action plan for Yukon to provide alternative land
tenure and alternative home ownership options for Yukoners.
A community land trust keeps housing affordable by having a
non-profit organization hold the land in trust.

Residents can live in and own the housing long term while
keeping the resale cost — which is key here — keeping the
resale cost of the home significantly lower for the next buyer.
We are lucky to have a non-profit organization working to
achieve this goal in Whitehorse. Really what it has been is a
group of extremely talented individuals who work in a number
of different areas of architecture and engineering and have
essentially put their time into this project because of their
passion for the community.

The Northern Community Land Trust has a plan to develop
a community land trust in Whitehorse over the next three years.
The Yukon Housing Corporation has provided support for this
project through the fourth intake of the housing initiatives fund
project concept stream. Again, the Northern Community Land
Trust has also applied for funding from a federal fund targeted
to support land trust development projects. The Yukon Housing
Corporation is providing support throughout this process.

The Department of Energy, Mines and Resources is
primarily the contact at this time because they are trying to find
a piece of land that is appropriate for their activities. Then we
will continue to support them as they identify that land and
begin to get into the structure. At this time, | can’t break down
the style or type of housing. Right now, we are just really
focused on finding an appropriate piece of land and making
sure that the governance mechanisms that are in place are
supporting them to leverage bilaterally from the federal
government. Once those building blocks are in place, | think
that we will have more information about what they are looking
to build.

Again, these folks are really focused on sustainable, cost-
effective buildings.

Ms. Clarke: | have a follow-up question. How much
land does the minister anticipate will be needed for the
community land trust and how would the government choose
the area to develop a community land trust?

Hon. Mr. Pillai: 1 apologize, but 1T don’t have an
estimate of how many acres they are looking at. My sense is
that they are not starting with a significantly big request for
land. My understanding of the process — maybe the Minister
of Energy, Mines and Resources can speak to this a bit more
when he’s back, but I think they are looking at what the zoning
is on existing commissioner’s land, first and foremost, and then
seeing if that fits.

My sense from discussions with some of the individuals on
this team is looking at a very affordable and sustainable
approach. Is there adequate public transit that is close to this?

Are there amenities close to these lands? These are all going to
be things that they are going to be taking into consideration, but
I would think that we can get a more fulsome answer when
Energy, Mines and Resources is up as well.

Ms. Clarke: Madam Chair, | appreciate the answer, and
I thank the minister for that. | am now going to move on to a
topic on housing in rural Yukon. In May of this year, the
minister committed to $3 million to support the construction of
three new community triplexes in Mayo, Watson Lake, and
Whitehorse. Further, YG allocated $200,000 to explore
deployable mobile home options to ease immediate housing
pressures. Can the minister confirm the status of these buildings
and whether the mobile homes have been secured?

Hon. Mr. Pillai: Our government acknowledges the
immediate benefit to the Yukon from the Canada Mortgage and
Housing Corporation’s rapid housing initiative, which is the
program that we are using for this work. This initiative is
providing opportunities to build affordable, efficient houses for
Yukoners in urgent housing need. Through the rapid housing
initiative round one, Yukon Housing Corporation was
approved, as the member opposite noted, to build three
triplexes in Mayo, Watson Lake, and Whitehorse. The
addresses for these buildings are: 306 Third Avenue in Mayo;
100 Morley Crescent in Watson Lake; and 33 Wann Road in
Whitehorse.

Again, the federal rapid housing initiative provides
$3 million for the construction of Yukon Housing
Corporation’s three triplex projects while the Yukon Housing
Corporation will provide an additional investment. As |
touched on in the preamble, we saw very significant costs to
build these based on the increased price of materials and
construction costs. So, it’s $2.4 million more than where we
were — almost to the point of a doubling the cost within this.

I sat with the leadership team and discussed the decisions
on this. We knew that we had limited-time funding with our
money from the rapid housing, as | understood it. We thought
it was prudent to move forward. Even with the increased costs,
we thought that the most appropriate thing to do was to move
forward on those units. We’re looking at an increased cost from
where we thought we were going to be. We talked a little bit in
our opening statement about where we moved dollars from to
do that, but again, I think it’s the right thing to do.

For the other part of the question which was around mobile
homes, we are still in a scoping and design phase of that work,
so that work continues. But, again, I think what we’re trying to
not just signal but to illustrate is that we are looking at every
potential option here, not just for short-term critical needs, but
for medium and long term for our housing continuum.

Ms. Clarke: Madam Chair, | have two follow-up
questions on this topic. Can the minister provide further details
around the $40-million funding pot under the national housing
co-investment? What are the plans for this money? What
housing initiatives are being planned for each Yukon
community? $20 million was negotiated with CMHC to support
community housing projects directly managed by the Yukon
Housing Corporation.
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Hon. Mr. Pillai: In 2018, the federal government
launched the $13.2-billion national housing co-investment fund
under the national housing strategy to support new construction
and revitalization of affordable housing within provinces and
territories. In recognition of the additional needs in northern
communities, $40 million of this funding was allocated to the
Yukon. This funding is called the “northern carve-out”.

Under the terms negotiated with Canada Mortgage and
Housing Corporation for the northern carve-out, $20 million
will support community housing projects in the Yukon. It will
be prioritized by community needs and will be directly
managed by the Yukon Housing Corporation. The additional
$20 million will be managed by Canada Mortgage and Housing
Corporation to support indigenous governments, organizations,
community housing providers, and/or private sector projects.

We will ensure that the federal funding we receive supports
Yukoners’ housing needs and aligns with the implementation
of the housing action plan, the Safe at Home plan to end and
prevent homelessness, and the aging-in-place plan. Again, what
we are really trying to illustrate today is that those are our
guiding documents in our decision-making and so we continue
to refer back to that set of values, as we start to look to roll out
these funds.

Again, our senior team and specifically our president have
built a very strong relationship with the Canada Mortgage and
Housing Corporation. As stated by the member opposite, there
is $40 million in total, but $20 million over there. We try, if
possible, to look at projects, in some cases together, at least to
figure out where we can find synergies within this housing.

The Housing Corporation intends to have our funds fully
committed by 2025-26. Some are at different places with some
of these projects. | will give a sense of some of the projects.

The Watson Lake Housing First — we haven’t said exactly
how many units; we are continuing to have discussions. We
worked with a third party to meet with the community and to
have discussions. Certainly, when | was in Watson Lake in
September, this topic came up and we are really trying to ensure
that we are working closely with all of the community. | had an
opportunity when | was there to meet with our housing folks,
but also had an opportunity to meet with the mayor who has
just been re-elected about what his thoughts were on housing.
As well, there is a very well-represented chamber of commerce
in Watson Lake and there were discussions as well just trying
to understand what is going to be best to meet the needs. This
discussion started with the Liard First Nation early on, and we
are continuing to have those discussions. That is where we are
looking — between 2021 and 2023; that is our goal.

We are looking at another duplex project in Dawson City
and Korbo, phase 2. There is land available. There is a
significant interest in Dawson City. If you wonder why | am
touching on these, when we went down that list of needs, we
know that Dawson City and Watson Lake are number one and
two when we think about our communities. Again, that’s why
we are focusing our funds in these particular communities first.

We are still working with communities. | think that the
member opposite will understand that there is always a lot of
dialogue in this House about — when decisions are being made,

have we had those thorough and respectful conversations with
communities and partners? That is really what we are trying to
make sure we do here — to emphasize the need to do that so
we know what the needs are in those communities through
consultation and conversations. Watson Lake and Dawson City
are our first target areas to allocate our $20 million.

Ms. Clarke: | will now move on to another question —
Haines Junction seniors. In the summer of 2020, the St. Elias
Seniors Society was kicked out of their meeting area in the
seniors facility during the pandemic. The previous minister
promised that they would be back in by November 30, 2020.
The current minister said in the spring that he would get them
back in their space. | understand that they are now being asked
to provide $2 million in liability insurance. They are also now
being told that they need to find funding to upgrade a glass
door.

Could the minister indicate why they require insurance to
access the meeting space and upgrade a door? Could the
minister also indicate when they will be able to return?

Hon. Mr. Pillai: | appreciate the question. In listening to
the question, you would think that some very dramatic action
happened at the seniors facility when people were kicked out.
We have to look at factually what has played out. There is a
difference of opinion, first and foremost, among the residents
of that space, as | understand it. Not everybody is on the same
page about this common-use area, so we need to be respectful
to everybody who is living there. They have a great volunteer
and leader in that community. | have had communication from
her. She was a long-time colleague of mine before being in the
Assembly.

We have tried to make sure that we meet the needs of the
clients who are there, that we get to use that space
appropriately, and that we support folks. Our understanding
was that the request under the liability was not a showstopper
but, as the president just said to me, what we are going to
continue to do is see where we can help folks out. If there is a
need for us to try to come up with a solution around insurance
needs, we will do that.

In the interim, we did host a flu clinic in that space within
the last couple of weeks, so the space has been used for the
benefit of individuals who are there. It’s a very important space.
The space is critical. There are individuals who come and spend
time there from outside of the tenant group, as | understand it,
and that is really where there has been some concern. Again,
we made that commitment. We reached out to the group. | had
an opportunity to speak with the folks who were waiting on
some documentation from us. After | spoke with them, | also
reached out to the Member for Kluane, who has been a great
advocate for this particular situation. | let him know that we
were working through the last of it. Again, any time there have
been any bumps on that one, he has let me know.

I think that we are getting to a place we need to get to. I'm
sorry for the disruption for the folks who have wanted to use
the space. Hopefully, for the folks who had concerns about
people using the space, we have been respectful in our approach
to meeting the needs of all seniors in Haines Junction.
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Ms. Clarke: 1 just have a follow-up question for the
minister. When can they go back and use the space?

Hon. Mr. Pillai: | think that answer lies in — if the
criteria that has been laid out — if the organization that has
been looking to use it can fulfill that or if there be a need for us
to come up with solution for them. Depending on which one of
those happens, that will define exactly the time. What the
Assembly needs to know is that we are fully committed to
getting people back in there. Sometimes the way in which some
of this regulation and work is laid out is cumbersome. We
understand that, but what I’m trying to do is find a solution so
that the folks who were critical in building that beautiful
community have the opportunity to use the space.

Ms. Clarke: | just have another follow-up question.
Where is the decision going to be? Would it lie on the minister
or in the community? That’s my follow-up question. | just
really need to know when the seniors would be able to return
and where the decision would lie.

Hon. Mr. Pillai: | wanted to be very polite today and
respectful to the organization. | see that the member opposite is
getting some extra questions passed on. Here is our challenge.
The organization is currently not in good corporate standing, so
that is what has to be done first. We need the organization to be
in good corporate standing so we can support them. Once that’s
done, then we can get there. I didn’t really want to get into that
discussion today, but that’s the scenario after a series of
questions on this.

Ms. Clarke: 1 am now going to move on. I’m going to
be asking questions on the rapid housing initiative.

So, on the rapid housing initiative that is leading to the
purchase and conversion of the High Country Inn into social
housing, reports have indicated that the cost will be covered by
the Government of Yukon using money from the Canada
Mortgage and Housing Corporation. The ownership of the hotel
will then be transferred to the Safe at Home Society.

Can the minister confirm that this is accurate? What are the
timelines for this project?

Hon. Mr. Pillai:  No, | would have to state that it is not
exactly accurate. There are two funding sources. | will give a
bit of an overview and see if | can reflect that around the state
of the project.

The Yukon Housing Corporation supports the Safe at
Home Saciety in their application to the rapid housing initiative
funding round two — it’s called the “cities stream” — for a
Whitehorse-based project to meet the needs of vulnerable
Yukoners. What has triggered this is that a decision was made
by the Canada Mortgage and Housing Corporation to provide
funding to cities, which is a bit unique for Whitehorse. The city
hasn’t occupied that space in this form before, but it was
something that was provided to at least two, if not three, of the
northern capitals.

Again, the Canada Mortgage and Housing Corporation’s
rapid housing initiative funding has the potential to help house
vulnerable Yukoners, especially as the pandemic has
exacerbated existing housing and homelessness challenges in
the territory. We expect a federal announcement in late fall on

this project, so we are waiting to see if this project, first of all,
is going to be fully funded.

The Safe at Home Society has proposed buying and
renovating the High Country Inn at 4051 4™ Avenue to provide
55 units of permanent supportive housing for vulnerable
Yukoners, including units for women, youth, and indigenous
Yukoners. Support for this project showcases the collaborative
efforts of all orders of government with NGO partners and the
private sector to increase housing options for Yukoners. If the
Safe at Home Society is approved for the rapid housing
initiative round two funding, they may also be eligible for
funding through existing programs, such as the housing
initiatives fund and the municipal matching rental construction
grant. The project could potentially support clients on Yukon
Housing Corporation’s wait-list who may need housing
supports.

I want to make sure that | get the appropriate information
for the member concerning construction. Their timeline, if
approved for funding, would be to begin construction in the
start of the new year, in January. The way that the rapid housing
program works is that they are looking for proponents to
complete their work within a year.

Ms. Clarke: So, the minister confirmed that the project
will provide 55 units, as reported, and the reported estimates of
a purchase price are $10 million and renovations are $5 million.
Can he confirm that number? Can the minister provide more
background on how this $15-million project came together
since May?

Hon. Mr. Pillai: This project was something that first
came to light in December 2020. There was an application
submitted to rapid housing. There were a number of entities that
provided letters of support to Safe at Home. My understanding
is that, at that time, the application was not approved through
rapid housing. The federal government came back and
allocated money to a number of capital cities in northern
Canada. Only applications that had been in round one and had
not been approved were applicable to round two. This was the
only project application, | think, that was not funded but was
from round one; therefore, it was really the only potential
applicant.

The Canada Mortgage and Housing Corporation contacted
the City of Whitehorse — to their surprise, I think, because this
is not something normal that they would be funded — and
talked about this potential project. We are looking at two
funding sources. We are looking at $10 million that would be
coming from Canada Mortgage and Housing Corporation and
$5 million from the Yukon Housing Corporation to complete
this project.

Ms. Clarke: 1 just have two follow-up questions. The
centre’s website indicates that the project application included
two hotels, totalling 117 units.

Could the minister indicate if a second hotel has been
identified or not, and what process might be underway to secure
that second hotel and additional 62 units?

Hon. Mr. Pillai:  We are not aware of any other hotel or
another hotel being part of this project. | think that the only
dialogue that our team has had has been on that one particular
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piece of infrastructure that we are aware of. It has been clarified
to us that it is just what’s known as the main High Country Inn
hotel and not the adjacent space, which is the old Lions pool,
but is known as the convention centre.

Ms. Clarke: | am now going to move on to another
question on rent control. There has been a lot of concern from
Yukoners around the rent control policy that was implemented
as part of the CAS agreement with the NDP. There has been a
lot of talk about people being evicted. Many people are
struggling to find alternative housing.

Can the minister indicate whether the Yukon Housing
Corporation has seen an increase in applications for social and
seniors housing since rent control was implemented?

Hon. Mr. Pillai: Madam Chair, over the last year, we
have seen our wait-list continue to increase. We have seen that
happen before the rent cap and we have seen that continue to
rise after the rent cap was put in place.

When we look at our point-in-time count for homelessness,
we actually have gone down from the April count versus our
previous count. I don’t want to paint a picture that is inaccurate.
It’s fair to say that we are closely watching what the rent cap
treatments are doing to the market. We are looking to see where
there is significant disruption.

My colleague, the Minister of Community Services, is
working with the landlord and tenant office. We are watching
to see what has played out. To be open to the Assembly, | spoke
some thoughts about it in December 2020. | think that we saw
some real increases happening; therefore, because of those
increases in rent, and through the CASA, we have looked at this
as an option, but we are still monitoring what the fallout of that
is and how many people are actually in a good position and how
many people it has protected and, again, what it has done to
disrupt. We are watching that and we are having discussions
with stakeholders, whether it is the Anti-Poverty Coalition or
others.

It goes without saying that there are lots of individuals who
are in our community who believe that there needs to be
approaches to how we legislate and regulate these things. At
this point, 1 will leave it at that.

Ms. Clarke: TI'm just looking at the website of the
Community Housing Transformation Centre. On the website, it
says: “Housing First means 2 hotels converted into 117 units of
affordable housing in Whitehorse, Yukon — Safe at Home
Society RHI Application Seed Funding.”

Can the minister update on the status of this online —
that’s where I got that information. Could he clarify, please?

Hon. Mr. Pillai: I can. What we’ve stated is that we’re
not aware. We can look at some website that’s there. We’ll look
it up and take a look at it, but there’s no big smoking gun here.
We’re aware of one hotel. We’re working with folks on that. I
appreciate the fact that there’s something in an application on a
particular website. We’ll look it up, but to be very open with
the House, we’re not aware of any other structure other than the
High Country Inn that’s part of this Safe at Home project. If
there is, | will make a commitment to come back to the House.
But, again, I’'m not aware of any other hotel that’s part of this
particular project.

Ms. Clarke: Madam Chair, | am now going to move on
to another question. I’'m wondering if the Yukon Housing
Corporation has ever put out a survey to clients to get a sense
of their satisfaction with services, how the corporation is doing,
and perhaps areas that could be addressed. Will the minister
consider the creation of such a survey that is targeted to clients
and staff about seniors and social housing?

Hon. Mr. Pillai: | will start by saying that the last
surveys that we did were in 2019 and 2020. Part of our strategic
planning is to ensure that we do go out with a series of surveys
to look at our client satisfaction. | have also tried, in the short
time of being in this role, to spend a bit of time speaking with
our clients, whether they are seniors here in Whitehorse or
individuals who are in some of our affordable housing.

We agree with the opposition. We think this is very
important for us to understand how to best provide the
appropriate housing to our clients and, again, probably the best
way to define how we can improve in particular areas.

When we complete the next survey process, I’1l make sure
that we have an opportunity to make the House aware.

Ms. Clarke: | am now going to move on and ask another
question on security. Several concerns have been raised with us
regarding security in seniors housing complexes over the past
few years. Can the minister provide an update on what policies
or actions have been taken by the corporation to address
security concerns?

Hon. Mr. Pillai: Madam Chair, the Yukon Housing
Corporation has been in contact with tenants in our downtown
Whitehorse multi-unit residential buildings to better understand
safety concerns and to ensure that tenants are aware of safety
practices. We are currently working toward the installation of
security cameras in all of our multi-unit buildings in
Whitehorse, and we are completing a privacy impact
assessment prior to commissioning the system to ensure that we
protect our clients’ privacy. The majority of tenants have
requested security cameras, both individually and at tenant
meetings, over several years. Some tenants have expressed
concerns about their privacy as well. Cameras will not be
operational until two key pieces are in place: a video
surveillance policy and a privacy impact assessment. Both are
under development. These two pieces will ensure that we have
processes in place to respect our tenants’ privacy. Tenants have
been provided advance notice of the installation of the cameras
and they have been given contact information to further discuss
any concerns.

Yukon Housing Corporation maintains a good working
relationship with the safer communities and neighbourhoods
unit. SCAN can intervene when there are suspected illegal
activities. I hope that gives a bit of a sense about how we are
approaching some of the security issues and concerns. | have
heard this from a number of seniors, primarily, and it is
something that we are taking very seriously. We are just
making sure that we are following the rules that are in place
around privacy but hopefully giving a sense of comfort to our
seniors who are living in these units.

Chair: Do members wish to take a brief recess?

All Hon. Members: Agreed.
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Chair: Committee of the Whole will recess for 15 First of all, when I think of the Kluane region, in most
minutes. situations, I’m sitting down with the First Nation government,
especially if there is not a municipality there, trying to figure

Recess out ways to partner together — for us again to go back to those
early points where we try to de-risk projects and to seek and

Chair: Committee of the Whole will now come to order. meet needs in communities. | think, whether we have an

The matter before the Committee is general debate on
Vote 18, Yukon Housing Corporation, in Bill No. 202, entitled
Second Appropriation Act 2021-22.

Is there any further general debate?

Ms. Clarke: Madam Chair, | am going back to Watson
Lake housing with just one follow-up question. In June of this
year, the minister provided some information around the
development of the planned Housing First facility in Watson
Lake. There were no concrete plans for the facility but,
according to the minister, much work was underway.

Can the minister please provide an update on this project
and next steps?

Hon. Mr. Pillai:  As we stated early on today, we know
that Watson Lake had some of the biggest needs in rural Yukon.
It would help again to inform us of our housing needs
development decisions. We completed a housing needs
assessment in Watson Lake. We had spoken about that earlier
in the House.

The Yukon Housing Corporation board recently met with
community leaders in Watson Lake. That is one of those
important discussions that just happened either just at the end
of August or early September, just before | was in Watson
Lake. The Yukon Housing Corporation has recently purchased
land in Watson Lake in order to build a supportive housing
project. We look forward to hosting future engagements with
the community on this project. Planning and design for
construction will continue into the 2021-22 fiscal year and
construction on the project will begin in the next fiscal year.

As well, through a federal funding program with the
Canada Mortgage and Housing Corporation, we are currently
constructing the triplex that we discussed earlier. Since June,
we have had another opportunity for our board to go and meet
with community leaders and we have now acquired a piece of
land in Watson Lake that we believe will meet the needs for
what we are looking to build. Again, on some of the finer points
of design and exactly the amount of units, we still haven’t made
a decision because there are still some future conversations to
have with stakeholders in Watson Lake.

Ms. Clarke: Which communities is the Yukon Housing
Corporation currently or planning to build in and what kind of
housing?

Hon. Mr. Pillai: | think that, first, it is important to
touch on the fact that there are really unique circumstances
from community to community. I haven’t had an opportunity
to get to every Yukon community to talk about housing
specifically since the spring of this year, but I had an
opportunity to get to most of our communities. | can maybe
give an indication of some of the discussions, thoughts, and
ideas that we have. There are also the communities that I didn’t
have chance to get to, such as Old Crow, where we do have
some significant building that’s underway right now.

opportunity in the future to work with the development
corporation that’s owned by the First Nation in White River, I
think that’s a potential and, of course, we’re going to continue
to monitor the needs in that community. Right now, we really
just have an individual who is a Yukon government employee
who is on our wait-list.

We’ve had significant conversations with Kluane First
Nation and that’s really about potential development in
Burwash. Chief Dickson has indicated that they’re having some
staffing needs and housing can be a challenge to that. Again,
we put it out to the First Nation that we’re open to those
discussions, whether they use their community corporation —
either one of their corporations that they have — their
community investment corporation or their more external
investment arm — that’s up to them. Certainly, we’ve said that
we would like to be building in some sort of a partnership or
making a commitment to them so they can build in Burwash.

In Haines Junction, we have these discussions and we put
them out to their community corporation. Dakwakada really
kind of stays out of that space. | did have a meeting with the
CEO of Dakwakada and offered that up. We think that having
the corporations build the space out is going to be key,
especially in Haines Junction — this makes sense. There is both
settlement land and fee simple land that’s owned by the nation
and their corporation. We have offered to do some work there.

We specifically talked about Yukon Housing Corporation-
led projects in Dawson City and in Watson Lake and we’ve had
an opportunity to speak with those; the same with Old Crow.

When you look at Pelly as a community, it’s a bit more
difficult. I had the opportunity to tour with the MLA who is our
Speaker and met with Selkirk First Nation. But when you’re
looking at that, part of that challenge is we have always had sort
of a unique relationship with Selkirk First Nation where they
provided housing and we lease that housing. The community is
built on settlement lands. We are seeing this moving which, of
course, was led by Kwanlin Dun, and now we are seeing a
number of other self-governing Nations looking to — of course,
they have their lands act in place and now they are seeking an
order-in-council from the federal government. Once we have
that, we work with the Justice department here at the Yukon
government in order to use the Land Titles office to register a
lease. Once we can register a lease, individuals can make their
projects bankable. They can go out to traditional financial
institutions to fund their projects.

At this time in Pelly, we have offered — if the Nation
wants to lead, we will be there with them. | think, over time, we
will have other opportunities when there is a chance to lease
lands in the future.

In Mayo — we talked a little bit about our triplex, which is
underway right now. Just to clarify, the project in Old Crow is
a tenplex, which is in motion now.
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In Carcross, we are still identifying a land parcel to have a
Yukon Housing Corporation-led project. Later this week — the
Yukon Development Corporation has reached out to us and
wants to meet to look at some potential projects in that area.

In Teslin, we work with the First Nation on some joint
efforts around land development. There still seems to be a
housing need there. We are meeting with both the First Nation
and Mayor Curran. That has been identified to us. We haven’t
looked at a project yet. We are trying to support the community.
The community itself went down the road of looking at more
of a sustainable, tiny house project. I apologize if I don’t have
all the details for the Assembly, but that has been held back at
this point. | think there were some concerns around location.
We have offered to work the municipality or the First Nation if
there is a potential need for housing.

Just a few years ago, the Housing Corporation worked hard
in Ross River to complete a number of units there. [ haven’t had
an opportunity this summer to get out and have a renewed
conversation around housing in the community.

In Faro — | have kind of gone through the statistics. Faro
was in a very unique situation compared to other communities,
where there was more housing than need. It seems to me that a
lot of that housing has been now either purchased and folks are
living there or, because of the Faro reclamation project that is
underway, that has led to more individuals in the community.

It is also important that, within Whitehorse, we still have
two First Nations and some of their traditional lands move
outside of our municipal boundaries, so we continue to be in
constant dialogue with Kwanlin Dun, but through our rapid
housing initiative, we did work with Ta’an Kwéch’an Council
on helping them to purchase 11 mobile home units as well.

Before | sit down, | just want to do a quick run-through in
my mind of the map of the Yukon and think if I missed any
communities along the way. | think that gives a pretty decent
snapshot from memory of what we are looking at. Every
opportunity that we have had to reach out to development
corporations or others that make sensible partners, we have
used. Some folks are making this a priority for them; other folks
have a number of other things that they want to work on ahead
of partnering with us on new housing solutions.

Ms. Clarke: | appreciate the answers from the minister.

My final question is in the context of future planning —
not present but future planning. Can the minister provide an
outline of the corporation’s plans for addressing housing needs
in each community? Are there building plans in the works for
either social or seniors housing?

Hon. Mr. Pillai:  Carmacks — | spoke with the members
of the council in Carcross this week who really wanted us to go
back and look at some housing solutions with their
development corporation. Those discussions were led by
elected officials from Carmacks and discussions that took place
at the Yukon Forum. The development corporation in
Carmacks has built some very, very nice units along the Yukon
River and | think that they are looking to continue to build that
out.

We think about generally the question: Where do we see
housing going in the future and what is our plan? Again, we’re

going to stick to the strategic planning process. We’re in the
midst of some of that work already as we get to the end of it.
We have some of those guiding documents that are still very
relevant — whether it’s Putting People First or aging in place
or our homelessness action plan.

I would just say this in closing: We have the ability to
change the state of housing in the Yukon. That’s why I think
that this is a challenging, challenging undertaking but
extremely exciting, because so many complex problems that
exist sometimes just don’t have solutions. They call them by
many terms, but a wicked problem. This is certainly a wicked
problem. But, by bringing folks together — and that was really
part of what we wanted to do with our housing summit. There
have been meetings where the players and the housing
continuum have come together. Mary was part of that — our
president — in some of the early stages way back in, | think,
2013. As well, we needed to get corporations in the room, folks
who are doing the financing, and pulling them all together.

It’s not that there’s going to be sort of another larger plan
that’s going to identify a whole bunch of things that nobody has
thought about before. We’re really going to go back and try to
get the things happening that people have talked about for a
long time, which is to embrace chapter 22 and make sure that
development corporations have the best possible opportunities
to be part of our economy. They can do that by building housing
solutions and they can build their balance sheet.

I have the support of my colleagues at Community
Services, Energy, Mines and Resources, Health and Social
Services, and the Premier’s office to work with everybody we
have within government to move ahead on private sector
development. That is going to be extremely important. Energy,
Mines and Resources and Community Services will do that
good work that they’re doing, but we really need to have
different elements of the private sector giving us solutions as
well.

I think that, when we talk about seniors, Vimy is going to
be a key piece. We’re getting there. We’ve spent a lot of time.
It has been touched on in the Assembly. We haven’t really had
a chance to discuss it fully. Health and Social Services is at the
table with Yukon Housing Corporation. We’re just trying to
make sure that we work with that passionate group of people to
get a project that can be built and that has the proper supports
that are in it and a really good plan for it to go into the future.

That is going to be a series. If you look at what the Vimy
group defines, inevitably — ifit’s six or seven units, depending
on what they want to build — it will be their choice, but
whatever they build, we are again hopefully going to see 60 or
70 homes, townhouses, and condominiums now open. These
are really dramatic effects on the housing market.

One of the other things we have done that we didn’t talk
about today is that we are really tracking the amount of building
that is happening within our community. In 2020, we had a
record number for building permit values. It was the most ever.
We have surpassed that in the first three quarters of 2021. In
just two years, we are seeing — and it’s continuing on. The
numbers coming out even for September were far above the
national average when you take a look at the increases and what
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we have for residential permits and builds. Whether you are
driving through the neighbourhoods that you represent — the
member opposite — or in my area or the Member for Porter
Creek North’s area, when you go through those areas, what you
are seeing is a tremendous amount of densification in building
happening right now. The Yukon Housing Corporation teams
are tracking all of that, and we are seeing some significant
buildout. I think that this is going to make a really dramatic
impact on some of the pressures that we have.

The projects that we have been leading or partnering on
start to get to completion. We are going to get folks off of our
wait-lists. We are going to have a number of solutions for
seniors, starting with Normandy. We think that this is going to
make a big impact. Those folks are going to be leaving the units
in which they currently live. That is also going to have a very
positive ancillary effect. We are hoping to see what can happen
at 5" and Rogers. That will make a significant impact.
Whatever we do there and whoever does it, we want to make
sure that they do it appropriately and fast. Those are part of the
terms that we are thinking about.

Again, there are the latter phases of Whistle Bend. We have
talked a bit here with the opposition. The Third Party has
touched on Macaulay Lodge. We have looked at that, and the
current structure is not something that we can use for
emergency housing or other types of housing because some of
the inside of that structure has been removed. It’s getting ready
for demolition, but we have had very good conversations with
Highways and Public Works — from the Yukon Housing
Corporation — about trying to fast-track what can be there
next. | can tell you that, if | get the support of my colleagues,
what | want to see there is the private sector building something
that is appropriate for there and something that will conform to
the neighbourhood and be supported by the neighbourhood. So,
that is another spot.

We continue to look at other big locations here for private
development. | think that those are some of the things, at least,
that we are thinking about. Our board has its own ideas as well,
and we think that the key to the solution for our challenges in
rural Yukon is working alongside the folks who know those
communities best, which are First Nations, municipalities, and
some of the private sector leaders and entrepreneurs who call
those communities their home.

Ms. Tredger: Thank you, Madam Chair, and | would
also like to thank the officials for being here and for the really
helpful briefing that they gave before. | really enjoyed that
briefing and learned a lot.

| want to start out by talking about the northern housing
fund, which | understand has been decreased by $1.1 million to
be moved for the rapid housing initiative. | think that is great
that there is going to be money available for the rapid housing
initiative. It makes sense to me that the costs were higher than
expected, given everything that has been going on, but I am
wondering about what that cut means because | understand that
the northern housing fund in the past has been used for rent
subsidies. So, | am wondering what is going to happen for rent
subsidies this year instead.

Hon. Mr. Pillai:  There is not an impact to our program;
we still have $1.4 million in our budget that we can use to help
us offset and still be able to provide our program on our rent
supplement.

Ms. Tredger: Just to confirm, even though there is the
cut, is there enough to provide as many rent subsidies as were
provided last year? Are you anticipating any changes to the
program from last year?

Hon. Mr. Pillai: | have just checked with officials. Of
course, when we are talking about the categories around capital
— and the other one around O&M — we have the stable O&M
funding, and we don’t see any impacts to the program that is
being questioned today.

Ms. Tredger: That is really great to hear. | also
understand that money that was originally allocated for unit
conversions was cut, and what | understand happened is that
those units may be demolished instead.

I am wondering what the timeline is for rebuilding those
units that are going to be demolished instead of being
converted. | was also wondering which units that funding
applied to.

Hon. Mr. Pillai: We touched on this earlier, and if |
didn’t, I apologize. Based on the increased costs that we
realized around COVID, we reallocated some of the monies
that we had for conversion over to help meet our capital cost
demands on our new projects — thinking that was a good,
prudent decision. But, looking to the future, where possible,
there will be transitions with some of those units. I’'m not
specifically aware of anything that we have decided to
demolish versus transition. | can look into that with officials,
but it was really just about meeting the capital call for the needs
of our new buildings.

Ms. Tredger:
demolitions.

Which units were planned to be transitioned that aren’t
going be transitioned this year?

Hon. Mr. Pillai: 1t will probably be best for us to reach
to our team that deals with more of our construction and
maintenance, and we can get back with a return.

To be fair to them, I don’t know if they identified each
individual unit that was going to be there. They probably have
a priority list in their project management structure, but we will
bring that back. That will be the one item for which we will
have to come with a written return in answer to questions from
the Third Party.

Ms. Tredger: | would appreciate that. | guess that it
raises a bigger question for me, which is: At a time where we
have all acknowledged that housing is an enormous need in the
territory, why was funding cut in order to give funding to the
rapid housing initiative, rather than just providing that funding
from somewhere else? Why did we choose housing as the place
to balance the budget?

Hon. Mr. Pillai:  This is a decision that is made within
our senior team. They are extremely professional. They
understand housing. We were dealing with a number of things.
We tend to go out and get individuals or different companies
with the capacity to do the work. We have a number of

I may have misunderstood about the
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companies that we lean on. That is one thing that is really
important to recognize.

Also, we had a project that is being built right now. | can
tell you — | think most of us, with our own experiences — that
it is extremely difficult to find a contractor, whether it’s a
contractor that is of significant size — one of the bigger
companies that are here — or even one- or two-person
operations. I’ll dig into that.

I think that the decision was a good, prudent decision. Part
of the challenge is that we needed money for our new project,
and we also know that it is extremely hard to find capacity for
the small projects. That’s something that, from personal
experience, | can tell the Assembly. | had a flood — a leak —
in my home, and it was months and months just to try to find
somebody — and finally now — who can just give me a quote.
Some people are having claims on insurance because of
different things that happened naturally this year. It is taking so
long to find people.

So, the direction that I’ve given the corporation is to deploy
money to where it is needed and to where we can get a quick
return on it. That’s what I’'m aware of at this point. | certainly
will go back and talk to our folks who lead some of that work.

But, again, we’re not trying to leave any rock unturned
when it comes to the work here. It’s just important to share that
with the Assembly.

Ms. Tredger: Thank you for that answer. So, what |
understood is that there were two reasons: one was to provide
the money for other projects, and the other was because of
difficulty finding contractors, which certainly is a challenge.
That said, | think I, and many other members of this House,
would have been more than happy to vote for a budget that said
we need additional money for housing so we don’t have to cut
it from other programs, and that decision does concern me.

I will move on from there. | want to follow up a little bit
on the question about empty units at Yukon Housing
Corporation that my colleague asked about. So, I didn’t quite
understand the answer. It wasn’t clear whether those units are
empty because they are waiting for renovations or if they are
being held in reserve for emergency housing. | wonder if the
member opposite can clarify.

Hon. Mr. Pillai:  Just for clarification, that’s my
understanding. It’s just within the current situation when it
comes to capacity. We will go back and talk to our lead when
it comes to this and make sure. | think it was really what the
different metrics that were used to make that decision. I think
that’s fair.

When we speak about our 20 units, right now, they are
units that have to be renovated. Those 20 units have to be
renovated. Our plan was to fix them. In some cases, | think they
are all at a different level of disrepair. What we have shared —
and we certainly shared it in our meeting just this last week with
the Yukon Anti-Poverty Coalition — is that, if we have to, we
may move folks in there in the interim. We may not have time
to get the renovations done to the level that we want, but it
might be a more appropriate location for folks this winter
versus other options. Right now, we are looking to renovate,
but in the interim, we are keeping a close eye on those 20 units,

which normally would not meet the standard of what we would
provide a client, but we may have to use those, based on the
pressures that we’re seeing in the housing market at this point.

Ms. Tredger: How long have those units been offline?
I’m wondering what the barrier is to getting them renovated so
that they can be back at the typical standard.

Hon. Mr. Pillai:  Same scenario — it is challenging to
find the capacity to do the renovations. In some cases, we have
tenants who leave and they leave things behind, and we have to
follow particular protocols when it comes to that. That
sometimes hinders how fast we can get in and do our
renovations.

We are moving right away to move folks into these units,
and the individuals who are moving into the units might have
some disruption because we may have to do some of the
maintenance work while we have folks living in there. But,
really, we think that, under the current circumstances, this is the
right decision. We are trying to move those units as quickly as
possible to get folks into more appropriate housing, compared
to where they are, in some cases, now.

Ms. Tredger: | understand that finding contractors is
part of the challenge, and | really do appreciate that it is a
challenge. It is not one that | can imagine going away any time
soon, and | am wondering what steps Yukon Housing is taking
to make sure that they do have contractors available or whether
they are considering having their own staff who can do those
renovations.

Hon. Mr. Pillai: | think that finding proper solutions to
housing is key, but I also think that having a thriving private
sector is key. Ensuring that we use private sector expertise
when appropriate to do this work is something that we will have
to look at.

Looking at labour challenges is not just a conversation that
is going to happen at the Yukon Housing Corporation board.
Yes, they have to think about that, but it’s also part of what we
think about all the time at Economic Development and it is
something that is thought about at the Department of Education
— things that we know include getting ahead in our planning
and being able to have contractual relationships based on
tendering processes. These are all things that can help us to
have capacity in place when needed. I think it’s a bit different.
There always seems to be competitive interest in our bigger
projects compared to some of the smaller things that we’re
doing. What | am seeing across the construction field is that so
many folks are building new. That is where a lot of our talent
has gone versus going into some of the other work.

I know that we have a great team at the Yukon Housing
Corporation who have a lot of expertise. | think that you have
identified a great point. How do we think about one, two, or
three years out for capacity? | think that this is something that
we will continue to grapple with. You are right that it’s not
something that is going away, but it is difficult. We are in a
housing boom, and the more folks that we bring here continues
to potentially exacerbate the challenge. It’s a complex issue, but
we are going to look to having organizations that we work with
that can help us meet the needs and goals and help us with the
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renovations and transitions that we want to see and the units
that we currently have in our portfolio.

Ms. Tredger: Thank you for that answer, and | do want
to provide a few follow-up comments on it. | certainly also want
a thriving private sector. | do not think that the contractors are
in danger of going out of business if we start having public
people who can do the repairs. As we said, it is very difficult to
find a contractor right now. | would encourage Yukon Housing
Corporation to really consider options there so that we don’t
have 20 units sitting, waiting for repairs, when we also have a
wait-list of over 400 people.

With that, | will move on. | want to talk about the mixed-
use housing at 4" and Jeckell as well and follow up a little bit
on what my colleague asked. | am really excited that these 47
units are coming online. That is fantastic.

What kind of extra capacity is Yukon Housing Corporation
going to have to support those 47 extra units?

Hon. Mr. Pillai: We have a stability worker who will
work with the clients. Part of what we need to do is — because
it is mixed-use housing — find out the needs of the clients, so
that will be partially what we do. We do have a capacity that’s
identified to support and to identify the needs and then help us
coordinate the extra services from the many service providers
we see here in Whitehorse.

So, that is our plan. Again, we have to wait to see who is
on our wait-list, who has priority, and then who makes up the
tenant mix within the new building.

Ms. Tredger: The stability worker who was mentioned
for that unit — is that a new position that has been created to
support the 4™ and Jeckell project?

Hon. Mr. Pillai: The current stability worker and
support worker — we have a transfer payment agreement with
Safe at Home, and that is where the individual works. As we
move on, if we are seeing the need for greater capacity or more
folks to do that type of work, then we will be making those
decisions within our staffing model.

Ms. Tredger: | just want to express some concern about
the “wait and see” approach to see if more support is needed.
We have 47 units coming on. | think that, previously this
afternoon, the member opposite said that it could be up to in the
neighbourhood of 75 new people in housing.

Is there any scenario where the minister can imagine that
there is not more support needed for this unit?

Hon. Mr. Pillai: | find — it’s kind of interesting.
There’s like a tone that’s just sort of aggressive here today.

Again, we’re looking to the needs. We don’t know who is
going to live there. We work with Safe at Home, which has
been a great, great partner. We could take a lot of advice from
the Safe at Home folks as well as from the Anti-Poverty
Coalition. Like the member opposite, | spent a portion of my
professional career working with folks who are vulnerable and
at risk, whether that be youth or seniors. Again, people need
very unique services sometimes. What we’re saying is that,
right now, we think that our relationship with Safe at Home is
filling our need. As we get closer to filling those particular
units, we will continue to work with the experts in the field, like
Safe at Home, and at that time, if we need to increase our

capacity — or maybe Safe at Home wants to increase their
capacity — I’m not sure. I’m just saying that, at this point, we
don’t have all the information.

The member opposite is stating that we should hire
somebody right now. The building is still not completed. We
have the important work of juggling how we use our resources.
That’s why we are here today — to talk about the
supplementary budget. I don’t think that it’s prudent to hire
somebody today to support the 47 units that are not finished
being built yet.

Ms. Tredger: | appreciate that the member opposite
does not like my tone and finds it aggressive. That is not
actually something that I’ve heard him say to any other member
of this House, and I don’t know if there is something
particularly about me that he finds aggressive or if that’s just
something he finds when he gets asked questions.

But I will move on from that to the housing stability worker
in general and leave the question about the future capacity
aside.

I understand that there is funding for Safe at Home to
provide a housing stability worker. Could the member opposite
tell us what their caseload is like and if there is a wait-list to
access that worker?

Hon. Mr. Pillai: | was just made aware that the housing
stability position was just hired by Safe at Home. In our next
engagement with Safe at Home, | can find out what the caseload
is, but that is somebody who has just been hired. | think it is
important, as well, to note that we have another individual who
works with our seniors who are looking for housing. I will just
let the House know that there are different, of course, needs and
supports that folks need, depending on where they are at within
the housing continuum.

There are a lot of organizations doing really good work that
have housing navigators, so that individual who is looking at
housing stability is really about trying to make sure that folks,
even if they are vulnerable or having challenges, continue to
keep those homes and then work with the other navigators.
Again, specific to this question, I don’t have the caseload
numbers from Safe at Home, but we do know that the position
was newly filled.

Ms. Tredger: | thank the minister for that answer. It is
exciting to hear that there is a new position coming online for
that.

Changing tack slightly, when calculating what users of
Yukon Housing pay for their housing, is CERB income from
last year being considered to calculate what users pay?

Hon. Mr. Pillai: The Canadian emergency response
benefit provided financial support to employed and self-
employed Canadians who were directly affected by COVID —
as the member opposite said, of course, the acronym being
“CERB”. Our goal is that the funding provided through this
program should only benefit recipients and should never result
in a net financial disadvantage. Yukon Housing Corporation
will adjust rent calculations for clients who may be affected
negatively to ensure that their rent does not increase as a result
of having received the Canadian emergency response benefit.
The quick answer is no, Madam Chair.
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Ms. Tredger: That is great to hear. | have a bigger
question. I have written a number of letters over the summer to
the minister about clients of Yukon Housing who were
struggling with communication, struggling with follow-up,
struggling to understand what was being expected of them, and
struggling to get support in their housing. | do want to say that
those concerns were addressed very quickly after | wrote to the
minister, and | really do appreciate that.

I do feel, however, that people shouldn’t have to come to
an opposition MLA to have their concerns addressed, and |
wonder if there are systemic changes — or a systemic look at
how Yukon Housing clients are being supported and how the
communication is working. | will leave that there.

Hon. Mr. Pillai: | think that it is a very relevant topic —
how we interact with our clients — always remembering that
no matter who is walking through the door, we have an
obligation to serve those individuals. | think that the folks have
really challenging jobs in that they understand the pressures.
The conversations that happen with our team at Yukon Housing
Corporation, especially those on the front line, are always,
especially in the current circumstances, really, really difficult
conversations. Individuals are constantly making difficult
decisions based on where we are at.

| think that the member opposite did a great job on
representing the needs of constituents. | think that we can
always do better. It’s not just political rhetoric. In this case, no
matter what government department it is, we have to
understand that no matter who is across the table from you, no
matter what area of life they are coming from, and no matter
what their challenges are, we have to be extremely respectful to
folks. Those are discussions that | have had directly with the
president. | have full confidence that, if there are changes in
mindset or culture that need to occur, they will occur under her
leadership. | think that there are always opportunities for us to
do better — to make sure that folks feel respected when we are
working with them — that they are getting the right supports. |
also, to the Assembly, ask for the understanding that many of
the folks who work on our team get put into very challenging
discussions and are under a lot of pressure to deliver. It can be
a pretty difficult job, but we always have to carry ourselves —
right from my role and the senior team — with extreme
professionalism, always understanding that our role is to serve
our clients, who are Yukoners.

Ms. Tredger: | would like to briefly ask about how the
SCAN legislation has affected Yukon Housing Corporation. |
am wondering how many times in the past — | guess whatever
number of years are available — have there been evictions from
Yukon Housing Corporation through the SCAN process. | am
also curious about how many times that process has been
started and not led to an eviction.

Hon. Mr. Pillai: Madam Chair, SCAN is a complaint-
based process regarding the illegal use of property. SCAN must
have a complaint before starting an investigation. The Yukon
Housing Corporation is the landlord in all SCAN investigations
involving the Yukon Housing Corporation properties. |1 would
say that SCAN and Yukon Housing Corporation are partnering
agencies at times, and when lawful and appropriate, the SCAN

unit and Yukon Housing Corporation share information and
evidence to address the illegal use of a property. Action can be
separated or coordinated and occur under the SCAN act and the
RLTA.

We can go back to find — I’ll take a look here at some of
our information. From 2019 to 2020, there were 39 Housing
Corporation properties related to SCAN complaints. Again, of
the 39 investigations — Yukon Housing and SCAN have
coordinated on the majority of the 39 complaints, but not all the
complaints were from the Yukon Housing Corporation.

As a rule, the SCAN unit works to address the illegal use
of property collaboratively with the landlord to avoid taking the
landlord to court. So, concerning the 39 properties, 17 warnings
were provided to tenants by SCAN to cease illegal activity.
Then SCAN assisted in one landlord eviction — so one eviction
that we had under the SCAN act for drug trafficking activity. In
SCAN terminology, we had, | guess you would call it 18
operational closures of the 39 properties. We saw one tenant
removed for drug trafficking through investigation.

Ms. Tredger: Thank you. That was very helpful. |
wonder: Does Yukon Housing have any policies about when
someone is evicted? What happens next? Do they go back on
the wait-list? Are they not allowed to be on the wait-list again?
Do they have to reapply? Do you try to find other housing for
them? Or does Yukon Housing try to find other housing for
them?

Hon. Mr. Pillai: Individuals who are evicted through
this type of process can go back on our wait-list. The only thing
is that they need to pay arrears. Those have to be remedied
before they move on.

In a case like this, if we have had someone who has been
partaking in illegal activity — if they are in our housing, in one
of our units — | will dig in to see if there is some sort of a
transition piece, but at this point, if they have been evicted,
normally they can come back on the list. At that point, does the
Yukon Housing Corporation continue to provide some
transition services? I don’t think that has been our practice, but
we can look at other organizations out there that we can refer
folks to. They can maybe help them find another opportunity
within the housing portfolio in that community.

Ms. Tredger: That was a very helpful answer.

I would like to follow up on my colleague’s questions
about the community land trust. | am dying to know more, but
I do understand it is mostly with EMR right now. | do wonder
if the minister knows: When suitable land is identified, what
will the arrangement be? Will it be leased to the land trust? Will
it be sold or donated?

Hon. Mr. Pillai: Madam Chair, | think that when
Energy, Mines and Resources is back, hopefully there will be
an opportunity then to discuss it. My sense is that they are
looking for a suitable piece of land and the transaction would
be similar to Habitat for Humanity. That is my understanding.

They are working with a group to find a suitable piece of
land. In the past, with Habitat for Humanity, we have
transferred that land to them. | think it was done for a dollar. |
think that is the concept being used here — get them an



774 HANSARD

November 4, 2021

appropriate piece of land at a very appropriate price, which
could be potentially a dollar.

Ms. Tredger: | just want to say again that | am really
excited about this project. | wonder if there are plans for any
other public housing initiatives like land trusts, like housing co-
ops, that this government is looking at beyond this one land
trust.

Hon. Mr. Pillai: We continue to monitor the housing
initiatives fund. That seems to be the one place where we’re
seeing real innovation and some creative ideas, so we will
continue to look at that. I think that we are seeing different First
Nation governments or development corporations come up
with models that are unique and we are supporting those. That
could be anything from tiny home models that are being used
across the Yukon and some of the things that we have seen that
we have supported here in the downtown core as well.

There are conversations that are happening all the time —
to be open to the member opposite — not so much focused on
land, but really trying to figure out more cost-effective ways to
build, whether that is more efficient manufacturing or the re-use
of materials and units that are out there. We have seen, at least
in one case, some entrepreneurship from one of the local First
Nation companies that are now doing a lot of work in Whistle
Bend as well as in Carcross, and | think that is really about more
sort of mass manufacturing.

There are a lot of different things that we are looking at. It
has been a discussion that has kind of had stops and starts with
the university around continuing to do research in the field. | do
think that there are a lot of different ideas coming, but this is
the only one | am aware of when it comes to land. We are going
to continue to have discussions with folks like Habitat for
Humanity and we’re having good dialogue and continuing to
support them to build their projects. That is what | am aware of
at this point.

Ms. Tredger: Madam Chair, | would like to switch
gears now to the rural home ownership loan program.

On the website for the rural home ownership loan program,
it says you are eligible if: “You’re building or purchasing a new
home for your primary residence in the Yukon but outside
Whitehorse.” Then there are other criteria that don’t relate to
where that house is. | have been hearing from people in the
Hamlet of Mount Lorne who are being told that they are not
eligible for this program.

Can the minister clarify who is eligible for this program
based on where they live?

Hon. Mr. Pillai: We are aware of a situation where one
or more individuals who live in the hamlet were told that this
program did not apply to them. That is not the case. We have
gone back and believe that the situation has been rectified.
Please, if folks are reaching out, let them know that anywhere
outside of Whitehorse, including that hamlet, they can apply. If
anybody needs support or they are still having challenges with
those discussions within our organization, please let us know
how we can help to make sure that those folks can apply for the
rural mortgage program.

Ms. Tredger: | appreciate the member opposite sharing
that he is working to fix this problem. For the people who have

contacted me — | have heard stories of following up multiple
times with the people it says to contact on the website and not
getting replies or getting conflicting information. The approach
that I understand they should take is to suggest that they try one
more time to follow up with the contact on the website, and if
that doesn’t work, I would support them in contacting the
minister. Can he confirm that this is the approach that they
should take?

Hon. Mr. Pillai:  Yes. Our understanding is not that we
are working at it, but that it has actually been solved. We have
some of our senior folks here. We will make sure that, if there
is a problem with the contact number — absolutely, if the
individual wants to contact me directly, it’s
ranj.pillai@yukon.ca. Please send me an e-mail and | will link
folks up with the right people to make sure that we can get them
in the process of accessing this mortgage, especially if folks
have a spot and want to build. We want to be able to support
them to build as quickly as possible.

Ms. Tredger: Thank you, | appreciate that. One
suggestion that | have that | would like to provide is that this
information be shared with people in Mount Lorne and other
places that might be affected who may not have reached out to
us but may have been turned away and assumed that it was the
final answer. Some advertising or working through community
associations might be really helpful.

There was some discussion earlier about whether that
program would be expanded to include people in Whitehorse
during a question and answer asked by my colleague. | just
want to second my support for having a program like that
available in Whitehorse. There are lots of partnerships
happening with the government and industry. That is fantastic,
but I also think that individuals who are trying to build homes
are part of the solution and should be supported to do that.

With that, |1 would like to move on to some of the Our
Clean Future commitments. One of the commitments that is
under the purview of the Yukon Housing Corporation is to
continue to work with Yukon First Nations to retrofit First
Nations housing to be more energy efficient. Could the minister
give us an update on that work?

Hon. Mr. Pillai: Just harkening back to the last
question, we do have some marketing that’s out right now or
some advertising — that is not to say that we can’t do more. So,
we have social media advertising that’s happening right now
around that program as well as some newspaper ads. We also
ensure that we look at getting it out to the hamlets and to some
of the local representatives as well in whatever we figure is the
best and most effective way to do that.

| appreciate the comments around looking at some
strategic needs inside of Whitehorse. | think the member
opposite is absolutely correct that we need to be able to support
individuals who are here and they’re a major part of this,
especially individuals who can go and build out and even add
suites or garden suites — any of those extras — when they build
are all going to be very important.

Based on our work around climate change, right now, we
have six First Nations that we’re working with. The total
amount approved since 2019-20 is $2,065,500. Our amount
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distributed to date is $1,308,150. The six nations that are
currently working with us and are using these programs are
Kluane First Nation, Selkirk First Nation, Kwanlin Din First
Nation, Vuntut Gwitchin First Nation, Ta’an Kwich’an
Council, and the First Nation of Na-Cho Nyék Dun.

Ms. Tredger: It’s very exciting to hear that this work is
underway.

Another commitment that’s in Our Clean Future is to
continue to retrofit Government of Yukon community housing
to reduce greenhouse gas emissions in each building by
30 percent. Could we have an update on that commitment?

Hon. Mr. Pillai: Based on our project management plan
and based on the timeline we have given, we are on track for
our retrofit work, based on the current assets that we hold.

Ms. Tredger: We are about one of 10 years into the
2030 commitment. Does that mean about 10 percent of the
buildings have had a 30-percent reduction in emissions?

Hon. Mr. Pillai: Part of our carbon tax tracking for
2019-20 — we are forecasting, for next year of our carbon tax
tracking, that we will be saving $65,000. | can try to get a
percentage number based on our stock. We have tried to trend
out over those 10 years and the amount of work we have had
that we see our numbers coming in. That would make sense,
those 10 points, but let me go back to clarify exactly where we
are based on our plan for the next 10 years.

Ms. Tredger: Thank you, | would appreciate that. | find
that, in trying to get a number of how many buildings we are
looking at or what percentage of those buildings have been
reduced and by how much, it would be helpful to get a sense of
where we are at in that process. | think it is really important in
making sure we meet the targets and that we allocate enough
resources to make sure we can meet those targets.

I would like to talk a little bit more about the rental market
in the Yukon. I don’t know if the minister has read the letter to
the editor that was published in, | believe, the Yukon News
today about a family who is leaving the Yukon because, as they
put it, “Housing is the reason, landlords are the cause.” They
talked about the incredible imbalance of power there is between
tenants and landlords and how that has led to them accepting
decisions that should never have happened because they felt
powerless to fight them. They talked about trying to work
through the RTO to fight decisions and getting lost in the
bureaucracy and getting lost in fees. It really just speaks to how
helpless tenants can be when someone who controls their
housing has the ability to make decisions unilaterally and in
which they have very limited ability to fight.

Can the minister talk about what work is being done to
balance that power so that tenants do have a voice and do have
some power to fight for their housing — to fight for that really
fundamental need, which is housing — so they are not subject
to the whims of the market and the whims of someone who is
running a business?

Hon. Mr. Pillai: | will provide a little bit of flexibility in
the dialogue today. I don’t think it pertains directly to anything
in the supplementary budget, but | think it is probably a
philosophical difference too, but I did take a look at the letter
today. I don’t want anybody who wants to make Yukon their

home and wants to build a future here and contribute to our
community to have to leave. | think that we have been very
open at the Yukon Housing Corporation that, yes, there is a
challenge. Multiple things have led to the challenge. I am not
sitting here playing political football. | am just saying that there
are a lot of things and we all know that. Lots of different factors
contributed to that. That is why, at our housing summit, we
really put the obligation for the solution to this out to
everybody. There are a number of people who work inside the
Yukon government. Whatever their role is, in many cases, they
have a very significant part in rectifying the challenges we have
— whether they are working in lands or infrastructure or Land
Titles in the Justice department — you name it. We have 11
self-governing First Nations that all have the ability to have
lands acts in place. Work that has been done in previous
mandates of government and have continued on has led to that
opportunity for all of those nations, if they make it a priority, to
be able to provide opportunities for their citizens to be on those
lands. We have municipalities that are all coming together in
different places around their official community plans, which
is key. Those are just some of the factors that are coming into
play.

When | read that letter, I don’t think to myself that Yukon
Housing Corporation let these folks down. | am not saying that
this is what the member opposite is saying. Since I’'m being
asked that today in this debate, | believe that we never want to
see that happen. | know that the member opposite knows very
well that the legislation doesn’t fall under the Yukon Housing
Corporation. | think that there has been some lively debate
about it and there will continue to be lively debate about it. We
hear that there are lots of conversations that are going to be in
front of the House in the very near future on that topic.

Again, am I concerned? I’m always concerned. I don’t
want to see people leaving. I think that it’s difficult in this
country right now. No matter what city you go to, you are going
to find challenges finding housing and you are going to see
housing prices rise.

I don’t think the House needs to hear my opinion on that
piece of legislation. | think that the Minister of Community
Services will probably respond to that, but our goal is to not see
letters like that in the newspaper. The mandate of the Housing
Corporation has always been around affordable housing as well
as staff housing. But again, we have a larger scope right now,
and we are just looking at trying to make sure that we push
housing solutions in every area that we possibly can.

I am sorry if I didn’t explicitly answer your question, but
I’'m just giving you a view from the other side of the aisle.

Ms. Tredger: | do know that the Residential Landlord
and Tenant Act does fall under Community Services and not
Yukon Housing Corporation, but | cannot imagine that what is
happening in rental housing in the market versus what is
happening to affordable housing versus what is happening at
the residential tenancies office and what’s happening at Yukon
Housing Corporation do not all — they are connected. They are
absolutely connected and they absolutely affect each other.

So, I am interested in knowing the Minister responsible for
Yukon Housing Corporation’s opinion on this because it affects
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our affordable housing and it affects who ends up on the wait-
list at Yukon Housing Corporation. To try to pretend that it is a
piece of legislation that doesn’t affect his portfolio is — it’s all
connected and we can’t deal with one piece of this problem,
which is housing, without also looking at the context in which
housing happens.

But with that, I don’t have any further questions. I will end
there for the day.

Hon. Mr. Pillai:
and then we’ll wrap up.

I appreciate that. I’'m not saying that this is not something
that affects Yukon Housing Corporation. | will leave it with
this: I think that all of the decisions being made around housing
directly affect the challenges that we have in housing — the
decisions that will be made over the short run, the decisions that
we are making today. | think that they all have consequences.
When | come to the Assembly, that is something that | always
try to share. All of our decisions can have consequences.
Sometimes when we try to make one decision on policy,
sometimes there are other effects that you can’t anticipate.

I think I’1l leave it at that.

| want to thank President Mary Cameron for coming in
today. She has been working extremely, extremely hard on
behalf of Yukoners. Everything that we have been asking, Mary
has taken on. Our financial picture has been tight and it has been
good and we have been running our numbers well, and that is
because Marcel Holder Robinson has been doing a phenomenal
job as well. Thank you both for being here today, and | thank
the Assembly for letting us talk about what is probably one of
the most important issues that we see.

Madam Chair, seeing the time, I move that you report
progress.

Chair: It has been moved by the Member for Porter
Creek South that the Chair report progress.

Motion agreed to

Just to comment and a thank you —

Hon. Mr. Streicker:
resume the Chair.

Chair: It has been moved by the Member for
Mount Lorne-Southern Lakes that the Speaker do now resume
the Chair.

Motion agreed to

I move that the Speaker do now

Speaker resumes the Chair

Speaker: 1 will now call the House to order.
May the House have a report from the Chair of Committee
of the Whole?

Chair’s report

Ms. Blake: Mr. Speaker, Committee of the Whole has
considered Bill No. 202, entitled Second Appropriation Act
2021-22, and directed me to report progress.

Speaker: You have heard the report from the Chair of
Committee of the Whole.

Are you agreed?

Some Hon. Members: Agreed.

November 4, 2021
Speaker: | declare the report carried.
Hon. Mr. Streicker: | move that the House do now
adjourn.
Speaker: It has been moved by the Acting Government

House Leader that the House do now adjourn.
Motion agreed to

Speaker:
Monday.

This House now stands adjourned to 1:00 p.m.

The House adjourned at 5:29 p.m.

The following sessional paper was tabled November 4,
2021:

35-1-28
Zoom in On Children's Rights: 2020/2021 Annual Report
— Yukon Child & Youth Advocate Office (Speaker Harper)

The following document was filed November 4, 2021:

35-1-14

School staffing in Watson Lake, letter re (dated August 30,
2021) from Hon. Jeanie McLean, Minister of Education, to
Patti McLeod, Member for Watson Lake (McLean)
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Yukon Legislative Assembly
Whitehorse, Yukon
Monday, November 8, 2021 — 1:00 p.m.

Speaker: 1 will now call the House to order.
We will proceed at this time with prayers.

Prayers

Withdrawal of motions

Speaker: The Chair wishes to inform the House of
changes which have been made to the Order Paper. The
following motion has not been placed on the Notice Paper as
the motion is out of order: Motion No. 187, standing in the
name of the Member for Lake Laberge.

DAILY ROUTINE

Speaker: We will proceed at this time with the Order
Paper.
Introduction of visitors.

INTRODUCTION OF VISITORS

Hon. Ms. McLean: | ask my colleagues to help me
welcome some important guests here today for our tribute on
National Indigenous Veterans Day.

First, 1 will start with Josephine Holloway, niece to
Ralph Edward Good, who was a pilot officer in the Air Force.
Thank you so much for coming today. Joe Mewett, president of
the Whitehorse Legion Branch 254; Red Grossinger, past
president, Whitehorse Legion Branch 254; Major Theriau,
detachment commander, Joint Task Force North;
Captain Rector, detachment liaison officer for the Joint Task
Force North; and Peter Zwikirsch, Canadian Ranger,
Whitehorse Patrol.

Thank you so much for coming today for the tribute.

I would also like to welcome my husband back to the
Legislative Assembly — Rick McLean. Thank you all for being
here today.

Applause

Ms. White: Today | invite my colleagues to join me in
welcoming two important people here today in the gallery. In
2019, she was elected to represent Nunavut, and with that, she
told indigenous people that they belonged in places where
decisions were made. She has changed the face of Canadian
politics, and although she chose not to run in this last election,
we have not seen the last of Mumilaaq Qaggag. Thank you for
being here.

As we say, we are a product of our families, and today
joining Mumilaag is her mother Pia. So, Pia is a retired educator
— retired teacher — who spent her entire career in the Arctic,
and Mumilaaq has said that it’s not a surprise that she turned
out the way she did, and her brother is also on the hamlet
council.

So, thank you, Pia, for being such an influence and for
being here today with us.

Applause

Hon. Mr. Streicker: | am wondering if we can also
welcome Mr. Dave Brekke, who is a long-time advocate
around voting systems here in the territory — if we could
welcome him, please.

Applause

Speaker: Tributes.

TRIBUTES
In recognition of National Indigenous Veterans Day

Hon. Ms. McLean: | rise today on behalf of our Yukon
Liberal government to pay tribute to National Indigenous
Veterans Day. More than 500 indigenous soldiers died on our
behalf, while serving on land, sea, and in air.

It has been 20 years since a major monument
commemorating indigenous veterans was unveiled in Ottawa in
2001. At the time of this unveiling, indigenous veterans were
still being denied equal benefits, and the concept of
reconciliation was only starting to enter into conversations. It
would be another two years, in 2003, before the Government of
Canada extended full veteran’s benefits to honour and
recognize the dedication and sacrifice of indigenous soldiers.

National Indigenous Veterans Day is meant to shine light
on the incredible valour and contributions of First Nations,
Meétis, and Inuit peoples who served in uniform and to better
understand their history, including the unequal reception and
discrimination that many experienced after returning home.

Mr. Speaker, it is tragic that, while indigenous soldiers
were fighting for freedom in other regions of the world, their
own freedoms at home were being violated by colonization.
Imagine putting your life at risk for others’ freedom while your
own family suffered terribly in residential school systems.
Now, as we continue to uncover mass gravesites of children
connected to residential schools, the sacrifices made by
indigenous soldiers should be even more front of mind for all
Canadians.

One of the Yukon’s most famous indigenous soldiers who
survived the perils of World War Il was veteran Chief
Elijah Smith. Chief Smith was fuelled by the suffering that he
saw upon returning to Canada. He was inspired to lead in the
creation of Together Today for Our Children Tomorrow, an
enormous contribution to our country.

National Indigenous Veterans Day is an opportunity to
salute indigenous veterans who fully understand Canada’s
legacy of abuse and decide how we, as Canadians, will use the
freedom that we were gifted at the expense of so many
indigenous people. | hope we are able to truly reflect on this as
we move forward on the path toward reconciliation.

In closing, I want to acknowledge all of the incredible
artisans working throughout our territory and nationally to
create lovingly beaded poppies. | am wearing a poppy created
by my niece, Brenda Lee Asp. In her own words, it is created
to honour the sacrifices that our families have made to help
fight for the freedom of this country.
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It is made with glass beads, porcupine quills, and a single
centre bead made of tourmaline, a protection stone to
acknowledge the sorrow and grief that goes with war.

Applause

Mr. Istchenko: 1 rise on behalf of the Yukon Party
Official Opposition to pay tribute to National Indigenous
Veterans Day, a day observed annually on November 8 in
Canada. This special day recognizes the significant
contributions of indigenous veterans, past and present. During
the great conflicts of the 20" century, indigenous people
voluntarily enlisted at a higher rate than other Canadians. This
enthusiasm is well documented for First Nation people. Today,
approximately 2,300 regular force and primary reserve
members have identified themselves as indigenous,
representing 2.5 percent of the total population of the military.

Among the other reserve forces, indigenous peoples
occupy an important place among the 5,000 Canadian Rangers.
| would say that here in the Yukon, at least 50 percent or more
are indigenous, and across the other territories, it is probably
even higher. The role of the Rangers is so important to
protecting Canada’s sovereignty in the north. Thousands of
indigenous people have served over the years, voluntarily
enlisting in the Canadian military from all regions of the
country, and they have been on the front lines. They have made
contributions to war charities and have volunteered labour in
wartime industries.

I want to highlight something that shows just how
important our First Nation veterans are to Canada. In 2014,
Canada’s top soldier, the Chief of the Defence Staff, General
Thomas J. Lawson, headed to his regular 11:00 a.m. briefing, a
briefing where he would hear of national issues, like there has
been a terrorist attack or there is need for humanitarian aid. His
staff said, “Sit down. Alex Van Bibber has died, sir. He’s a
Yukon legend.” At 98, Van Bibber was one of Yukon’s last
surviving aboriginal veterans from the Second World War.
They then began to spend the complete briefing, one hour long,
telling of Alex’s life. Over 8,000 people came to his funeral in
the tiny community of Champagne, many military dignitaries
among them. This, Mr. Speaker, is a testament to how valuable
our First Nation veterans are to our great country of Canada.
They came together for our country, and we come together in
recognition of their contributions.

So, we thank all indigenous veterans for their services, for
their contributions, and for their efforts and sacrifices for us
throughout our history and especially today. Mr. Speaker, | am
proud to serve among many of them. Lest we forget.

Applause

Ms. Blake: | rise today on behalf of the Yukon NDP to
pay tribute to National Indigenous Veterans Day. We all honour
all indigenous Canadians who have served, and continue to
serve, Canada both at home and abroad.

Indigenous Canadians have stood tall for their values since
the beginning of time. Across nations, indigenous people are
guided by ideas of community and generosity. In the first,
second, and Korean wars, over 12,000 indigenous people

volunteered to serve. I use the word “volunteered” because
indigenous people weren’t actually eligible for conscription.
During these wars, indigenous soldiers who enroled lost their
status but were still not considered Canadian citizens.

The Yukon had many First Nation citizens who served in
different wars. In the Second World War, Chief Peter Moses
and the community of Old Crow raised money to send to
Europe to support children who lost parents and for other relief
programs. Chief Elijah Smith, who helped launch Together
Today for our Children Tomorrow, as well as Alex Van Bibber,
who was a Champagne and Aishihik citizen, both served in the
Second World War. Abroad, these veterans witnessed
unimaginable violence and faced impossible choices on the
front lines. Many of these veterans were young, and many did
not return. Yet, after so much trauma abroad, indigenous
veterans came back home and found themselves with little to
no support. The Canadian government failed people like Chief
Smith and other indigenous veterans. Indigenous veterans were
no longer able to access programs and services provided by the
federal government on their reserves. At the same time that they
were unable to access services on reserves, indigenous veterans
were not able to access the same services provided to other
returning veterans because they were Indians.

So, as we celebrate National Indigenous Veterans Day, it
is important to remember that it wasn’t until 50 years after the
Second World War that indigenous peoples were allowed to lay
remembrance wreaths at the National War Memorial. They
weren’t allowed to remember and honour their friends and
colleagues like other veterans were able to do.

Every day we remember the generosity of spirit and
community that indigenous veterans had and continue to have.
Today we thank and remember all indigenous people and their
families who have given their kindness, dedication, and lives to
the Canadian Armed Forces and to their fellow Canadians. Lest
we forget.

Applause

In recognition of veterans’ mental health services

Hon. Ms. McPhee: | rise today on behalf of the Yukon
Liberal government to recognize that we are entering the week
of Remembrance Day. This is a time to remember those who
have sacrificed for our country and those who continue to serve.

For many of us, it is hard to imagine what our Canadian
veterans and soldiers have been through; however, it is easy to
understand how their duties and experiences can affect one’s
mental health. We must recognize that many veterans and
soldiers have long-term effects from their experiences,
including possibly post-traumatic stress disorder, or what is
known as PTSD. We need to be supportive in every way,
patient, kind, and caring toward each other because we never
know who might be living with the effects of PTSD or other
mental wellness issues.

If you or someone you know is struggling, do not feel
alone. Mental illness and mental wellness issues can affect
anyone. It is perfectly normal to feel angry, anxious, lonely,
sad, or worried, but do not deny yourself access to the care that
you might need. Mental health is a huge part of our overall
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health and wellness and should be a priority for everyone. It is
okay to reach out for help no matter where you are, your age,
your history, or what you are going through. You don’t have to
go through it alone.

In addition to many other services, our team at Mental
Wellness and Substance Use Services provides services for
people living with all kinds of issues, including severe and
persistent mental illnesses like post-traumatic stress disorder.
For many, these more targeted wraparound supports are the key
to helping them manage their trauma. Mental Wellness and
Substance Use Services also provides services to those caring
for and supporting people with severe mental illness. Yukoners
can also access services through the Canadian Mental Health
Association, Yukon Division and All Genders Yukon.
Collectively, Mr. Speaker, these services provide a light
through the dark with their counselling services and support
groups.

This week, we should all take the time to think about what
veterans and those who are currently serving have lived through
and to take the opportunity to thank them for their sacrifice,
their bravery, and the example that they set for us all.

This is a chance to honour our Yukon veterans and our
First Nation veterans and those who continue to serve. Our
freedoms were earned by each and every one of you. Thank you
for your service and sacrifices.

Applause

In recognition of Wounded Warriors Canada

Mr. Istchenko: | rise on behalf of the Official
Opposition and the Third Party to recognize the importance of
national support for our veterans in the area of mental health
and wellness.

Mr. Speaker, a few weeks ago, our little community of
Haines Junction was lucky to have a veteran, Paul Nichols,
come talk to us Rangers and Junior Rangers about why he rode
across Canada in 2015 to raise awareness for PTSD mental
health issues — just some of the issues that veterans face when
returning to civilian life.

He mentioned that most of us, many, still have the vision
that our veterans are 90-year-old men who once stormed the
beaches on D-Day. Actually, Mr. Speaker, the young lady
working behind the counter in a convenience store has three
tours as a combat nurse in Afghanistan. The young man doing
maintenance on a fence survived a roadside bomb on his second
tour in Afghanistan.

They live among us today but may struggle with the
transition from soldier to civilian when they return home. They
left a military family; they leave a brotherhood, sisterhood, and
sometimes struggle to find their place back home. That’s what
a contemporary veteran is today.

Whether serving domestically or abroad, at some point
during our service, many of us have experienced a traumatic
event that changed our view of the world and changed
ourselves. Depending on a range of factors, some people’s
reactions may last for just a short period of time while others
may experience more lasting effects. Why some people are
affected more than others — there is no simple answer.

In Canada, it’s estimated that up to 10 percent of the
veterans, including war service veterans and peacekeeping
forces, will go on to experience a chronic condition known as
post-traumatic stress disorder while others may experience at
least some of the symptoms associated with this condition.

Today, | want to tribute, thank, and highlight organizations
that help soldiers with mental health issues in transitioning back
into the community: Wounded Warriors Canada is a national
mental health service provider utilizing clinical best practices
and evidence-based care to create an environment of
compassion, resilience, and hope for Canada’s veterans, first
responders, and their families; Veterans Affairs Canada’s
mental health and wellness supports, online resources, special
events, and apps all focus on improving well-being for
releasing and former members of the Canadian Armed Forces
or the RCMP, family members, and caregivers; and the Royal
Canadian Legion understands the toll that serving our country
can take on individuals and offer assistance in helping veterans
to access help and supports available through the service officer
of the Legion Service Bureau Network, and they will help
veterans understand what supports are available, help to access
benefits and services through Veterans Affairs Canada, refer
veterans for mental health services, and provide information on
community-based supports.

Mr. Speaker, Mr. Nichols, on his visit to Haines Junction
speaking of the transition back to civilian life — he and his wife
run a successful horse clinic in BC where they bring veterans
in and people with mental health issues — said that he knows
that Canadian people love their troops. He said that he knows
that we love our veterans; it’s just that sometimes we forget
who they are. If they get good support from community in the
difficult time of transition, our troops will do really, really well
moving forward.

Mr. Speaker, time doesn’t heal all wounds. It is imperative
that all governments, including ours, help to support our
veterans in their time of need and that we support those
organizations that help, day to day — listening to Yukoners,
lending an ear, and lending a hand to help our veterans every
day.

I would be remiss, because we have members from the
legion here and service members here, if [ didn’t thank them.

Thank you, and lest we forget.

Applause

Speaker:
tabling?

Are there any returns or documents for

TABLING RETURNS AND DOCUMENTS

Mr. Cathers: | have for tabling today an e-mail dated
November 8, 2021 to Hidden Valley school parents regarding
their meeting tomorrow.

Ms. White: | have for tabling today two letters. One is
dated today, November 8, directed to the Minister of Health and
Social Services, asking to make nasal Naloxone accessible to
all Yukoners. It is signed by Grand Chief Peter Johnston and
eight NGOs in the territory. | also have for tabling a letter dated
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November 7 from members of the public, asking for rapid tests
to be available in school settings.

Speaker: Are there any reports of committees?
Avre there any petitions to be presented?

Avre there any bills to be introduced?

Avre there any notices of motions?

NOTICES OF MOTIONS

Mr. Kent: | rise to give notice of the following motion:

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon to
implement new rapid-testing protocols for schools that will
allow staff and students to safely continue with in-person
learning as much as possible while identifying and limiting the
spread of COVID-19.

Mr. Cathers:
motion:

THAT it is the opinion of this House that the agenda for
the Yukon government’s November 9, 2021 meeting for
Hidden Valley school parents should be changed to allow
parents to actually ask questions instead of being stuck listening
to prepared remarks in a one-sided exchange.

I rise today to give notice of the following

Ms. White: | rise to give notice of the following motion:
THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon to
support rural Yukon by urgently recruiting full-time mental
health counsellors to meet the needs of each Yukon community.

Ms. Blake: | rise to give notice of the following motion:

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon to
implement the use of rapid antigen tests for COVID screening
for all Yukon students.

| also give notice of the following motion:

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon to
reinstate the position of physician recruitment officer and
expand the role to include the recruitment of health care
professionals where shortages exist.

| also give notice of the following motion:

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon to make
available the Shingrix vaccine for all Yukon seniors, free of
charge.

Speaker: s there a statement by a minister?

MINISTERIAL STATEMENT
Draft Dawson regional land use plan

Hon. Mr. Streicker: 1 rise to share with the Assembly
and all Yukoners that we have had a chance to review and
comment on the draft Dawson regional land use plan. The
Dawson Regional Planning Commission has been conducting a
thorough public engagement, and | want to thank all those who
took the time to get involved and provide feedback.

The Tr’ondék Hwéch’in and the government want to
congratulate the Dawson Regional Planning Commission with

the support of the Yukon Land Use Planning Council for their
hard work in developing this draft plan. We can see the efforts
being made to achieve a balance between many different
interests through creative and collaborative means. We know
that this is a special place for Tr’ondék Hwéch’in as well as
many other First Nations that have been, and will continue to
be, on this land for generations.

Centring these values within the plan is highly important
for the long-term sustainability of this region. | am happy to see
the plan considering broader themes from an economic,
ecological, and social perspective and embodying different
kinds of land use to reflect the diverse needs in the area.

Some highlights include: a well-rounded approach,
acknowledging major values and issues that exist in the region;
innovative ideas used to deal with complex issues;
consideration of missing and murdered indigenous women and
girls and two-spirit-plus people in the context of land use;
clarity on individual values being considered in each land
management unit; and a creative communication style that
provided stories about what the area means for people.

The opportunity to provide feedback is an integral part of
the planning process and allows us to reflect on whether the
direction of this plan is representative of what Yukoners
envision for the future.

Mr. Speaker, we recognize that our opportunity to provide
clear, evidence-based feedback is a serious responsibility.
While we believe that the draft plan is a good start, we must
also be clear about ways we think the plan can, and should, be
improved. We want to see more clarity and intent around the
land management units. There are many specifics around this
issue, but ultimately it is about providing certainty, upholding
conservation values, preservation of the Fortymile caribou
herd, and ensuring access to both highly mineralized areas and
areas for tourism and other uses. We would like to see further
clarity around how to manage cumulative effects and how to
apply adaptive management to certain activities. We are in the
latter stages of developing a policy to manage wetlands across
the Yukon, and we hope to see this policy, when finished,
reflected in the new version of the plan. Additionally, we would
like more detail and prescribed actions around managing and
identifying heritage and cultural resources. We appreciate that
inclusion of missing and murdered women and girls and two-
spirit-plus people is a part of the plan, and we encourage the
endorsement of the Changing the Story to Upholding Dignity
and Justice: Yukon’s Missing and Murdered Indigenous
Women, Girls and Two-spirit+ Strategy in the Dawson region.

Finally, we want to ensure that this is a plan that we can
successfully implement. In the end, the plan will guide us and
it will be up to the parties to make it happen on the ground. The
Dawson region is a unique place for each of us here in the
Yukon, and we will continue to strive to embrace the
opportunities that exist and protect the things that Yukoners
hold most dear.

Mr. Kent: Thank you for the opportunity to respond to
today’s ministerial statement regarding the Dawson land use
plan.
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First off, | would like to thank the Dawson Regional
Planning Commission for their extensive work to date. They
are doing valuable work that will set the future of the Dawson
area for generations. The commission has wrapped up four and
a half months of consultation on the draft plan.

I would also like to extend my thanks to all those who
attended one of the open houses in Dawson City or Whitehorse
or provided input in various stakeholder meetings and
workshops, the survey, and in community meetings.

The final recommended plan is slated for release in the
spring of 2022. The minister has mentioned a number of
changes that the Yukon government would like to see with the
plan. I checked the Dawson planning commission website this
morning and was unable to find a copy of the document, so |
am curious if the minister can tell us where we can find written
submissions regarding the draft plan and, in particular, the
submission prepared by the Yukon government. If it’s not
available online, I’'m hoping that the minister will commit to
tabling that submission here in this Legislature.

I also want to bring up point 3(d) under section 4 of the
confidence and supply agreement between the Liberals and the
NDP that talks about the future land use planning processes. It
says that the Liberal and NDP caucuses — and I quote: “... are
committed to accelerate the pace at which the Land Use
Planning (LUP) process, mandated under Chapter 11 of the
Yukon First Nation Final Agreements, takes place.” The CASA
also goes on to say — and I quote: “As such, adequate resources
will be committed to complete ongoing LUP processes and to
initiate new LUP processes as agreed to with First Nation
governments.”

I am hoping that, when the minister responds here today,
he will tell us how that pace will be accelerated and what
additional resources have been put in place to accelerate land
use planning. Can the minister also provide us a prioritized list
of regional land use plans and timing of when they will be
initiated?

Ms. White: The Yukon NDP is happy to see that the
third out of eight land use plans is nearing completion. When
the Umbrella Final Agreement was finalized in 1990, the
Yukon government committed to the importance of land use
planning and committed to the completion of those plans. We
all know that land use planning minimizes actual or potential
land use conflicts, and we have seen first-hand how these
conflicts can grow worse without planning. It recognizes and
promotes the cultural values of Yukon First Nation peoples and
that certain cultural activities are intrinsically linked to the land.
Land use planning ensures sustainable development by
developing social, cultural, economic, and environmental
policies that apply to the management, protection, and use of
land, water, and resources in an integrated and coordinated
manner. Land use planning spells out how and where land uses
may or may not occur and increases land use certainty. Land
use planning is also one of the strongest tools that we have to
protect critical wildlife habitat and important ecological areas.

Thank you to the Dawson Regional Planning Commission
members, past and present, for your hard work on this

enormous task. Thank you to the members of the public and
stakeholders who made submissions. Your input is so important
to creating a strong plan that reflects the needs of the
community.

Yukoners know from experience that, when the
government provides political direction to a land use planning
process rather than submissions based on science and data, the
public can lose faith in the process. We saw the result of this
when the Yukon Party played politics with the Peel plan. So,
when this Liberal government submitted its conservation
values map to the commission, there were some curious and
glaring omissions. The discrepancy between the Yukon
government’s map and the one submitted by the Tr’ondék
Hwéch’in is stark. The map submitted by the Liberal
government suggests that less than half of the planning area has
conservation value. A highlight of this absence is that the core
range of the Fortymile caribou herd was not included. Large
sections of mining claims are cut out from the conservation
areas suggesting that they too hold no environmental value. To
be clear, this means that, according to the Liberal government,
more than 50 percent of the planning area has no conservation
value. However, the mining values map that they submitted is
very different. Every square inch is shown to have at least
moderate value for mining.

So, it leaves Yukoners wary of what they saw with
previous government interference — and they asked the
question: Is this map highlighting areas of conservation value
produced by biologists, or did the Liberal government, like
previous governments, help along the way?

The minister spoke about centering the values of the
Tr’ondék Hwéch’in in the plan, but we ask ourselves if the
Tr’ondék Hwéch’in are in agreement with these statements.
With only four percent of the area set for legal protections, the
vast majority of the Fortymile caribou herd’s range will be open
for development. As the minister rightly stated, we still don’t
know what the wetlands policy will hold for so many sensitive
areas.

With the recent climate talks in Scotland, ecological
protection has never been more important. | look forward to
continued public participation in this process and a push for
stronger and clearer protections for vital wildlife habitat and
cultural sites in all land use planning.

Hon. Mr. Streicker: | would also like to thank the
members opposite for acknowledging the work of the planning
commission and for all those Yukoners who submitted
comments to the draft plan as the commission now will work
toward preparing a final recommended plan.

I understand, from talking with the department, that there
were lots of submissions, so I’'m sure that it’s going to take a
little while for the commission to get everything up online. I'm
happy to commit to tabling our response. Of course, there are
lots of elements that are technical and so it’s a lengthy response,
although the parts that | believe that Yukoners and members
here will be interested in are more focused. I’'m happy to submit
that.
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We have made a commitment to land use planning. When
we go to the Yukon Forum, we hear that it is a priority across
the territory. We will work through the Yukon Forum and, of
course, we also have to work with the Government of Canada
to set priorities, but | have been tasked through my mandate
letter to accelerate land use planning, and I will continue to
follow up on that work.

I would like to note for everybody that, when the draft land
use plan was tabled — I think it was in June — | was in Dawson
City for the event where | joined the Tr’ondék Hwéch’in in
thanking the commission for all their hard work. | also
announced that day that our government had temporarily
withdrawn the remainder of high conservation value areas
identified in the draft plan. That included just under 45 percent
of the area of the plan. That’s counting Tombstone Park, so all
the areas that the commission had identified as being for
conservation were then set aside so that it would not create any
conflict. These interim withdrawals will help to ensure that
wildlife, wetlands, and key conservation areas remain protected
during the remainder of the land use planning process.

Land use planning is vital for the future of our territory. It
is important for environmental, cultural, and economic reasons,
and successful plans take into consideration the diverse
interests and values of Yukoners and provide certainty for those
who work and live in the area.

Our Liberal government fundamentally believes that it is
vital to respect the land use planning process to ensure that it is
effective. We have seen what happened in the past when the
process was not respected. After years of turmoil, the actions of
the government of the day, for the Peel planning process, went
all the way to the Supreme Court of Canada. What Yukoners
already know is that our territory cannot afford for the same
mistakes to happen again. This is why our government is
committed to openness, transparency, and respecting the
process. That’s what Yukoners deserve.

Again, | want to congratulate the Dawson Regional
Planning Commission with the support of the Yukon Land Use
Planning Council for their hard work in developing this draft
plan. We look forward to reviewing the feedback from
Yukoners as the commission develops a final recommended
plan.

Speaker’s ruling

Speaker: Before we begin Question Period today, the
Chair will make a statement regarding a point of order raised
by the Member for Lake Laberge during Question Period on
Thursday, November 4, 2021.

After reviewing the Blues, the Chair finds that the
statement made by the Minister of Education, including terms
such as “spread misinformation” in the context of calling a
member irresponsible, is tending toward accusing another
member of uttering a deliberate falsehood.

I would caution all members to temper their remarks so
that it is always clear that they are not accusing members of
uttering deliberate falsehoods, either directly or indirectly.
Thank you for your attention to this matter.

This brings us to Question Period.

QUESTION PERIOD
Question re:  Whitehorse Emergency Shelter

Mr. Dixon: Last week we raised a number of concerns
about the ongoing operation of the Whitehorse Emergency
Shelter and its impact on surrounding businesses and
residences. When we noted that at least one business had cited
the emergency shelter as contributing to their decision to close
their doors, the minister dismissed that. She said that the
emergency shelter did not drive the decision to close. Once
again, the minister is putting words in the mouth of an affected
stakeholder, and once again, they are telling us that they found
the minister’s words insulting and wrong.

As we said last week, the changes that the Liberals have
made to the operations of the emergency shelter are negatively
impacting businesses and surrounding residences. Will the
minister agree to review the operations of the emergency
shelter and make changes to ensure that surrounding businesses
and residences aren’t faced with the type of negative impacts
that they have experienced in the past few years?

Hon. Ms. McPhee: It won’t surprise anyone that I don’t
agree with the preamble to that question. As a matter of fact, |
know that business owner personally and would never presume
to speak on her behalf.

I’m very pleased to share that we have implemented most
of the recommendations of the 2020-21 community safety plan,
including those related to ensuring the safety of shelter clients,
drop-in guests, and staff and enhancing the shelter’s strategic
operational governance.

Developing the community safety plan included bringing
together government and community partners identified as key
service providers or groups directly impacted by the shelter’s
operations — nearby businesses, the community, nearby
schools, et cetera. We continue to explore the options that
support creating a safe and harmonious community for shelter
clients, neighbouring residents, and businesses. Our goal is to
increase access to culturally appropriate and trauma-informed
supports and services to increase wellness for all.

Mr. Dixon: I'm glad that the minister mentioned the
community safety plan, because when the government led the
creation of the 2020-21 community safety plan, they heard the
same things that we’re hearing today. According to that plan,
more work is needed to be done to address the challenges
created by the shift in operational approach that the Liberals
brought in when they took over the facility in 2019.

The plan notes challenges such as large and sometimes
unruly gatherings outside the shelter, property damage,
vandalism, theft, sexual acts, and littering within the shelter’s
proximity as well as increases in openly shared public drinking
and drug use, and the list goes on.

So, beyond just exploring options, what steps is the
government taking to address the numerous issues that were
brought forward during the creation of the community safety
plan, and continue to be raised by the business community, that
are affecting the viability of businesses in the vicinity of the
emergency shelter?
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Hon. Ms. McPhee: Our government has established an
agreement with the Council of Yukon First Nations to develop
a program to enhance safety in the shelter vicinity and to
strengthen cultural programming within the shelter.

It is important to remind Yukoners that, when the shelter
was chosen for that location, the former Yukon Party
government was in power. In fact, that shelter building was
designed and placed where it is with absolutely no plan for any
management or programming for clients who might come to the
shelter — all negligible on their behalf.

All of the work that we have done to not only open the
shelter, but to determine the appropriate way for clients to be
able to interact and to be safe in that space, has been done by
our government. We continue to explore the options and
support creating a safe and harmonious community shelter for
clients, neighbouring residents, and businesses. Our goal is to
increase access to culturally appropriate and trauma-informed
supports and services to increase wellness.

Mr. Speaker, | will no doubt be accused of repeating that,
but it bears repeating. Yukoners need to hear from us with
respect to the plan going forward and the work that is being
done.

Mr. Dixon: As many businesses have noted, the
emergency shelter has been in that same area for a very long
time; however, the real problems began in 2019 when the
Liberals took over the facility and changed a number of the
operational plans for that. There are a number of key action
items that were contemplated in the 2020-21 community safety
plan that are in response to the growing number of negative
behaviours and incidents that have resulted in the shift in
programming that the Liberals made in 2019. Those include:
expanding Yukon government security services to include the
shelter and exploring the feasibility of implementing a
community program that provides a uniformed presence in and
around the shelter.

So, can the minister update us as to whether or not those
things have been completed, and will she also recognize that
the steps taken to date haven’t been enough and that further
changes are needed? Will she agree to review the ongoing
operations of the emergency shelter and agree to consult with
affected businesses and residences about further changes to the
way in which the shelter is run?

Hon. Ms. McPhee: | would like to note, as did the
member opposite, that our Liberal government has had a shift
in programming — first of all, there was no programming —
but it was absolutely a shift in programming to a client-centred
approach.

As part of the agreement with the Council of Yukon First
Nations, we will develop an engagement and consultation
strategy to gather the perspectives of all interested and affected
parties, including businesses, NGOs, Yukon First Nations,
homeless and street-involved persons, neighbours, RCMP,
bylaw officials, Emergency Medical Services, Health and
Social Services, Justice, leadership, and staff — a broad
spectrum of individuals who will help us go forward and solve
the issues that are of concern to the neighbours. Again, our goal
is to increase access to culturally appropriate, trauma-informed

supports and services to increase wellness, something the
shelter has never focused on before.

Question re: Child and Family Services Act review

Ms. Clarke: Last week, the government tabled the
annual report for the Child and Youth Advocate office. That
report highlights significant concerns with the government’s
current approach toward the review of the Child and Family
Services Act. As we know, the former Minister of Health and
Social Services launched a review of this act in 2018. In March
and again in November 2020, the Child and Youth Advocate
requested information on the status of that review. According
to that report, this information request is still outstanding.

Can the Minister of Health and Social Services tell us why
the government is withholding information from the Child and
Youth Advocate?

Hon. Ms. McPhee: Once again, it won’t surprise
anyone that I don’t agree with that accusation of the member
opposite. We continue to work together with respect to the
Child and Family Services Act and the legislative amendments
promised. As a matter of fact, | spent pretty close to three hours
on a Zoom call with the Leader of the Official Opposition
during the last election talking exactly about early learning
childcare and the importance of that and the importance of the
changes to the Child and Family Services Act as part of that
conversation.

We continue to work with our Yukon First Nations on the
child and family services branch legislative changes,
responding to the report that was, in fact, Embracing the
Children of Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow. | look forward to
further responses as we go forward.

Ms. Clarke: To quote from page 18 of the Child and
Youth Advocate annual report — and I quote: “To date, YCAO
has not yet been provided with requested information about
policy or legislative changes and was not further consulted
regarding the obligation of governments to ensure children’s
rights are meaningfully considered in decisions.” As indicated,
these information requests were first submitted to the
government in March 2020. This is over a year and a half ago.

Can the minister please explain why, after such a long
period of time, the Liberal government has still not provided
this information to the Child and Youth Advocate?

Hon. Ms. McPhee: Our  government is  always
committed to working with the legislative officers. In fact, |
used to be one, so | completely respect their jurisdiction and the
understanding of the work they do.

In July 2020, the Child and Family Services Act Steering
Committee was established, with representation from 12
Yukon First Nations, and is co-chaired by the Council of Yukon
First Nations’ executive director and the director of Family and
Children’s Services. That steering committee has provided
direction and advice on proposed amendments relating to the
Child and Family Services Act. That work continues.

There has been incredible dedication and support shown
by Yukon First Nations to this legislative work. This
collaborative work does not go unnoticed. | want to thank the
steering committee and members for their continued efforts as
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we work together toward a new piece of legislation and
amending the act.

Ms. Clarke: By withholding this information from the
Child and Youth Advocate, the Liberal government is actually
impeding the advocate’s ability to do her job. According to her
annual report, the requested records are necessary for the
advocate to provide a child’s rights analysis or proposed policy
and legislative amendments by the government. By not
cooperating with the advocate, the government is preventing
this important work from being completed.

Will the minister start working with the advocate and agree
to provide all the requested information immediately — yes or
no?

Hon. Ms. McPhee: 1 won’t make that commitment on
the floor. | will make the commitment to work with the Child
and Youth Advocate with respect to long-awaited Child and
Family Services Act amendments — and the focus that we have
at the moment of working with Yukon First Nations to
determine how the act amendments should go forward.

This legislative work will make a real difference in the
lives of children, youth, and families. These efforts are focused
on supporting children to remain connected with their families
and communities where possible. It aligns with our
government’s commitment to address the overrepresentation of
First Nations children in care.

Working collaboratively with Yukon First Nation
governments at this stage of the process, and the Council of
Yukon First Nations, has provided us the opportunity to bring
forward amendments to the Child and Family Services Act that
respond to the 2019 report, Embracing the Children of
Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow. It is work that is absolutely
critical and we are doing it.

Question re: COVID-19 school protocols

Ms. White: There aren’t many schools left in the Yukon
that have not reported a positive COVID case. We’re not
talking about a few isolated cases anymore. In some schools,
multiple classes have been exposed to COVID. Many of these
kids are under 12 and too young to be vaccinated. With the
rapidly increasing number of positive COVID cases, we can
only expect more cases in more schools. Parents are worried,
and for good reasons.

What’s the government’s plan to curb the fast spread of
COVID-19 throughout Yukon schools?

Hon. Ms. McLean: The health and safety of students
and staff is one of our first priorities. | want to start with that.

We know that it has been a very challenging time, and the
start to the year has been very difficult. We work with the
Yukon Communicable Disease Control Unit and the office of
the chief medical officer of health to ensure that necessary
measures are in place to protect all students and staff when there
are cases connected to schools. As we started out — there are a
number of cases connected with schools.

We continue to monitor and adjust school operations to
support students and families based on the current COVID-19
context and recommendations from the Yukon’s chief medical
officer of health.

We are seeing more positive cases for sure, which are
requiring exposure notifications to schools; however,
widespread transmission is occurring at the community level in
Whitehorse. Rather than within schools themselves, that is
really where the challenge is. Schools still remain a low-risk
environment for transmission and are safe and available for
students who are able to attend school.

I will continue building on my answer around this. It is an
important discussion for us to have on the floor of the
Legislature.

Ms. White:  Although | appreciated the response, maybe
the minister could just direct parents to where they could find
that plan to stop the spread of COVID in schools.

Today, we tabled a letter from parents concerned about the
COVID situation in schools. At 10:00 a.m. this morning, there
were 53 signatures, and at 12:30, there were 79. That number
keeps rising.

The first request in the letter is for rapid testing protocols
to be implemented in all Yukon schools. We are hearing from
parents who have had to take their child for COVID testing
more than once. Kids are finding the experience more
traumatizing each time. Someone told us that their three-year-
old will not submit to the test again and that they will need to
be sedated if they need another test. Rapid testing is less
invasive and less traumatizing for small children. It also
provides much faster results.

Will the minister direct her department to use rapid testing
to assist schools to respond faster to COVID-19 outbreaks?

Hon. Ms. McPhee: | appreciate the question raised by
the member opposite. | can indicate, as the Minister of
Education has done, that the spread of COVID among youth of
all ages — even up to adulthood — is a critical concern. | can
indicate that the chief medical officer of health provides the
needed information to this government and all Yukoners with
respect to the details as noted in this question. That would
include rapid testing and its use in schools.

| appreciate the comments and concerns made by the
member opposite, but we need to take medical advice from the
chief medical officer of health.

I just do want to note for Yukoners that once a pediatric
vaccine for children, or individuals between five and 11, is
approved and recommended, our immunization teams will
begin training and mobilizing to reach the subset of that
population across the territory.

As Dr. Theresa Tam has said recently, we expect approval
by Health Canada with respect to vaccines for youngsters as
soon as possible — weeks, not months.

Ms. White: Unfortunately, Yukon is also stand-alone
and one of the only jurisdictions not using rapid testing. So,
now facing the worst spread of COVID-19 that our territory has
seen, parents and families are becoming more and more
concerned and are being left with too many unanswered
questions. In some schools that have had a positive case, a
whole class, including a teacher, was asked to self-monitor, but
in other schools, students and staff who were not fully
vaccinated were recommended to stay home and self-isolate. If
rapid testing was available, this wouldn’t be such an issue.
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Why is this government not requiring students or staff who
are not fully vaccinated to self-isolate when they have been in
close contact with a positive COVID case at the school?

Hon. Ms. McLean: Thanks for the question. I will
continue on in my answer. Again, this is a very important and
timely question. | am surprised that it has taken this many days
for it to be spoken about in the Legislature, to be quite frank.

I know that there are plans. The member opposite has
asked where the plans can be found. Each and every school has
an operational plan that is found on their website that is based
on the guidelines from the chief medical officer of health. |
know that there are a lot of pressures in schools. School
exposure notices are assessed on a case-by-case basis to
determine operational adjustments and staffing needs as well.
We are ready to deploy certified teaching staff from the central
administration building to assist schools in their initial response
to YCDC COVID notifications.

| think that one other point | would really like to make
while I’m on my feet is that the department, from the beginning,
coordinates its COVID-19 response through the Education
emergency response team, which is in place to oversee the
implementation of Health and Social Services guidelines.
There has been a person in place embedded in the Health and
Social Services team since the beginning of the school year.

Question re: Chief medical officer of health
authority
Ms. Tredger: So, COVID cases are spreading across the

Yukon. It has gotten so bad that the chief medical officer of
health has — and I quote: “... confirmed there is now
widespread community transmission”.

Every day, we have new public exposure notices on planes,
in shops, at restaurants and bars, and, as my colleague just
pointed out, in so many Yukon schools. The Yukon fourth wave
is still in full swing, and yet we are the only jurisdiction in
Canada without a mask mandate. Masks are one of the easiest
defences against COVID-19. They protect everyone. From the
vaccine-hesitant to children under 12, masks work.

How many more cases will it take for this government to
bring back the mask mandate?

Hon. Mr. Silver: Thanks to the members opposite for
the questions on a very serious consideration. We will continue
to do what we have done since the beginning, which is to take
the recommendations from the public health officials. We heard
from the acting chief medical officer of health last week on the
full round of different measures that are being recommended
from the chief medical officer. At that time, she was confident
in her recommendations. | hope that the Yukon NDP are also
confident with the chief medical officer of health’s
recommendations.

Now, we do know that there has been more clusters and
more cases. We do know from Forging Ahead — that
documentation talked about how we need to be stood up
quickly and we need to focus in on particular communities if
we need to, but we also need to act based on science. That’s
what we’ll continue to do. I’ll be meeting with the chief medical
officer of health this afternoon and | will absolutely bring up

the questions from the members opposite at that time. But
again, we have a chief medical office that has been keeping up
with  NACI recommendations and also following other
jurisdictions’  epidemiology = and  different  testing
methodologies in all other jurisdictions. We are very confident
in the office’s approach when it comes to testing. We do know
that there is a need right now to make sure that our communities
are safe with Delta and we will continue to follow the advice of
the chief medical officer to do so.

Ms. Tredger: Well, we are all talking about the chief
medical officer of health, but since August, power has actually
been stripped from the CMOH. Without the Civil Emergency
Measures Act, orders on COVID-19 come from the
government, not from public health experts. Sometimes the
CMOH can strongly recommend, like when it comes to mask
wearing; other times, she can mandate, like self-isolation, but
that is because the chief medical officer of health does not have
broad ordering powers under the Public Health and Safety Act,
only limited ones.

Will this Liberal government give the chief medical officer
of health the power to mandate broad public health orders
needed to manage COVID-19?

Hon. Mr. Silver:  Mr. Speaker, I’ll have to disagree with
the member opposite. The chief medical officer of health has
those abilities now with the Public Health and Safety Act. So,
that is absolutely not the case. Again, with the Civil Emergency
Measures Act, when necessary, the government would be in a
position to invoke that act immediately. Again, the premise of
the question is not necessarily the case. I don’t know why the
members opposite think that the chief medical officer has been
stripped of any powers. We do know that the Yukon Party has
gone back and forth on whether or not they want to support or
endorse mandatory vaccinations. What we need right now is all
political parties to 100 percent back the medical advice that we
are getting from this office.

Ms. Tredger: Last week in the House, we heard that the
chief medical officer of health did not have the power to
institute a broad mask mandate; today we are told that she does.
I would hope that the government is a little clearer internally
than they are at communicating externally. Frankly, because the
chief medical officer of health’s recommendations are not made
public —

Some Hon. Member: (Inaudible)

Speaker:  Order, please.

Ms. Tredger: — because the CMOH recommendations
are not made public, we only have access to what the
government is saying. We are left with second-hand
information. Right now, Yukoners are facing the worst rates of
COVID-19 transmission to date, yet the CMOH has less power
than ever since the start of this pandemic. On top of this, all of
the advice from the CMOH goes through the government first.
Public health advice should be just that — public. We need to
hear directly from the experts. Yukoners need orders directly
from the chief medical officer of health.

Will this government make all recommendations from the
chief medical officer of health public?
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Hon. Mr. Silver: We have weekly updates with chief
medical officer of health press conferences. Those have been
re-established. For the last 20 months, we have a seen a very
open and very transparent process when it comes to the
recommendations. We have been criticized by the members
opposite that, when the recommendations hit the floor of the
media room and people get that information at the same time
that we are getting it, we don’t consult. Now we are being told
we need to be more open and transparent and that we need to
have more connections with the chief medical officer of health.

Mr. Speaker, | would say that, if you take a look at the
meetings that the chief medical officer of health has, whether it
be with First Nation governments, municipal governments —
our team, the public advisories as well — this is probably the
most open and transparent that | have seen. Again, that direct
conduit with other levels of government really speaks to the
openness and transparency of that particular office.

We will continue to take in all of the recommendations
with the rationale from the chief medical officer of health as the
Yukon Party and the NDP pick and choose which ones they will
support. But we will continue with that method, and we will
keep people updated as we have with these press conferences.

Question re: First Nation school governance

Ms. McLeod: October 30 was the deadline for Yukon
school councils to pass a mation that would put the question of
whether or not to join the First Nation school board to a
referendum of the school community on January 30, 2022.

It’s our understanding that five school councils have
decided to pursue that option. Can the minister confirm that
number for us and tell us which schools will be holding
referendums? Has there been a public announcement about
this?

Hon. Ms. McLean: | am happy to have this question on
the floor. We have been working very closely to re-establish
our relationships with Yukon First Nations since 2016. This is
a very important milestone that we have embarked on with
Yukon First Nations to establish a Yukon First Nation school
board in the Yukon. We want to ensure that schools meet the
needs of Yukon First Nation students and to offer all students
the opportunity to learn about Yukon First Nation histories,
cultures, and languages.

We have been working with the Chiefs Committee on
Education on options for establishing a Yukon First Nation
school board under the Education Act. We believe that this
framework agreement and the establishment of the Yukon First
Nation school board is an additional option to enable Yukon
First Nations to meaningfully shape their children’s education
and improve their educational outcomes.

The process to establish a school board can start in two
ways. | note that the member opposite is looking for something
really specific here, and I will get to that.

There are two ways. One is for a school council to pass a
resolution. Another way is for a petition of 20 percent of
electors in an attendance area to present a petition, and | will
continue to build on that and confirm the schools.

Ms. McLeod:
my first question.

At a presentation on this topic at the recent Yukon
Association of School Councils, Boards and Committees at
their fall meeting, the Yukon First Nation Education
Directorate mentioned that they would be advocating in support
of joining the school board. A number of members of the
affected school communities are wondering where they can get
information about what this means for their respective schools.

Is the minister instructing her department to host
information sessions? If so, when will they begin and how
many are planned for each affected community?

Hon. Ms. McLean: Again, | will continue to build on
the question. This is a complex bit of work that we are doing
with Yukon First Nations. As of October 31, five school
councils have passed resolutions to trigger a referendum of the
electors within their attendance areas and parents and guardians
of any current students in the schools.

As of November 7, the department is aware that there may
be two schools that will be seeking petition packages. They will
have until December 13 to have those petitions completed.

Then we will be — maybe I’ll wait and move to the other
information.

The school councils have passed resolutions at: St. Elias
Community School in Haines Junction; Johnson Elementary
School in Watson Lake and Watson Lake Secondary School in
Watson Lake, which is a combined council; Ross River School;
the school in Old Crow; and Grey Mountain Primary. We’re
working with First Nations on a government-to-government
basis on education priorities for their citizens, as well, in their
traditional territory. We are working with the chief electoral
officer to oversee these referendums and then further election

I look forward to getting the answers to

Speaker: Order, please.

Ms. McLeod: | appreciate the confirmation of the five
school councils. However, I haven’t received answers to the
rest of my questions.

A number of staff members in affected schools have
reached out to us as well. They have many questions regarding
the transition in operations if the community agrees to move to
the First Nation school board governance.

Can the minister tell us where we should direct staff in
order for them to get their questions answered? Will there be
information sessions for them? How much engagement has
been done with Yukon Teachers’ Association to date?

Hon. Ms. McLean: Again, | have been throughout the
territory meeting with school councils since my time in office.
I’m having active conversations with those folks, but I note that
our department has conducted one particular and very large
information session with school councils. There was also, as the
member opposite indicated, information provided at the recent
general meeting of Yukon school councils. We are now in the
area where a referendum will happen in January, so we will be
releasing more specific information around that.

Yes, of course, information sessions will happen to inform
folks about what to expect and what the establishment of a
Yukon First Nation school board will mean to them. Folks will
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have an opportunity to decide if that is something that they want
to have happen in their school community.

So, again, | am very proud of the work that we are doing
with Yukon First Nations. | want to come back to that — a huge
milestone for Yukon First Nations to obtain more ability to
have a say over the education of their children.

Speaker: The time for Question Period has now elapsed.
We will now proceed to Orders of the Day.

ORDERS OF THE DAY

Hon. Mr. Streicker: | move that the Speaker do now
leave the Chair and that the House resolve into Committee of
the Whole.

Speaker: It has been moved by the Government House
Leader that the Speaker do now leave the Chair and that the
House resolve into Committee of the Whole.

Motion agreed to

Speaker leaves the Chair

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE

Chair (Ms. Blake): | will now call Committee of the
Whole to order.

The matter now before the Committee is continuing
general debate on Vote 51, Department of Community
Services, in Bill No. 202, entitled Second Appropriation Act
2021-22.

Do members wish to take a brief recess?

All Hon. Members: Agreed.

Chair: Committee of the Whole will recess for 15
minutes.

Recess

Chair: Order, please. Committee of the Whole will now

come to order.

Bill No. 202: Second Appropriation Act 2021-22 —
continued

Chair: The matter before the Committee is continuing
general debate on Vote 51, Department of Community
Services, in Bill No. 202, entitled Second Appropriation Act
2021-22.

Is there any further general debate?

Department of Community Services — continued

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: Good afternoon, Madam Chair and
everyone. | just want to welcome my officials, Phil MacDonald
and Matt King, to the Chamber this afternoon to help me with
this departmental debate.

We had a deep, meaningful, and cordial discussion about
this department a few days ago, and I’m happy to be back again
to discuss it a little bit further. | will say that we ran right into
the debate right of the hop and we had a really good discussion
about many matters. | wanted to set the table this afternoon
about what we are talking about this afternoon, which is the

Supplementary Estimates No. 1. | am very pleased to discuss it
this afternoon. It totals about $12.89 million in operation and
maintenance expenditures, of which the largest portion of that
figure is for flood response and recovery, which is almost
$11 million.

As this Chamber will know, the majority of the budget
increase is for the unprecedented flooding that we saw this past
summer in the Southern Lakes and Lake Laberge regions and a
few others — Kusawa. The Chair may know that the record
snowfall combined with spring melt conditions led to runoffs
and rising water levels for waterways throughout these regions.
With those unprecedented floods — we have never seen
anything like it— came a robust response that saved homes and
infrastructure and ensures ongoing support to impacted
communities. From Carmacks to Teslin, Carcross, Tagish,
Marsh Lake, and Lake Laberge, we did what was necessary to
defend homes, infrastructure, and property and to keep people
safe.

Our response started early and has been sustained through
to this fall. More than 200 people were actively engaged in
flood response and mitigation. This led to an extraordinary
effort of volunteers, residents, local contractors, businesses,
and communities that banded together to bag sand, build berms
— enormous berms that come up almost to my chin — and
support each other through the emergency. Of course, we
acknowledge and thank all of the people involved in
responding: citizens, residents, volunteers, local contractors
and businesses, Yukon government personnel, Yukon First
Nations Wildfire, Manitoba flood specialists, flood incident
management professionals from Yukon, Alberta, and
Saskatchewan, and, of course, the Canadian Armed Forces.
This was indeed the largest flood relief effort in the territory’s
history with more than 550,000 sandbags and 2,000 super bags
deployed to hold back waters that measured 40 centimetres in
Lake Laberge and 20 centimetres in Marsh Lake above the
previous record seen in 2007.

The almost $10.97 million included expenses incurred and
funds for anticipated recovery costs to come. Expenses
included personnel, equipment, rental, transportation, travel,
materials, and services. More than $6 million of the total that |
just spoke about is directed toward local contractors for their
work on the ground, hauling and stockpiling sand, equipment,
and groundwork and related infrastructure. Additionally, more
than $700,000 was used for additional ground support from
Yukon First Nations Wildfire who built and maintained flood
infrastructure in various locations.

I would like to emphasize my thanks and appreciation to
the more than 50 businesses and contractors for their assistance.
They diverted resources in order to offer their invaluable
support to the overall flood relief effort. I also want to extend a
huge thank you to the staff of Protective Services and from
across the Yukon government for stepping forward to help.
Wildland Fire Management led the incident command
alongside the Emergency Measures Organization, and the team
did an excellent job in rostering government resources and
managing the emergency situation on behalf of the government.



788 HANSARD

November 8, 2021

It takes a team of skills, planning, logistics, operations,
finance, procurement, communications, public information,
recruitment, and more to do the job. The team showed depth,
experience, and action. As a matter of fact, when | toured the
incident command centre, some of the techniques that we were
using in the Yukon went far and away beyond what the BC
government was using to manage some of its emergency
situations in that province. We were doing some pretty
innovative and amazing things here in the territory.

| want to also place an emphasis on the volunteers who
came out to support their neighbours, families, and friends and
who filled thousands of sandbags among other support jobs.
Their efforts — your efforts as Yukoners — saved homes
throughout the region.

| want to acknowledge the federal minister for quick action
to the request that | made for military assistance. | discussed the
need for assistance with the minister, and on July 3, we
submitted a request for support to Public Safety Canada
through the federal assistance program. The next day, on July 4,
Public Safety Canada responded to the request and announced
a commitment of more than 100 military personnel to support
Yukon’s flood relief efforts under Operation LENTUS. The
Canadian Armed Forces were on the ground in Whitehorse by
July 6. That is literally three days after the formal request was
made. Working under the direction of the incident management
team in the Southern Lakes, those troops helped build berms,
fill sandbags, and place super bags at Army Beach, Carcross,
Lake Laberge, South M’Clintock, and Tagish. Their support
was invaluable. We couldn’t have done it without that
unprecedented support.

In all, response personnel and volunteers had built
approximately 5.5 kilometres of berms at the height of up to 2.4
metres in some cases at Army Beach and M’Clintock, in
addition to the installation of sandbags on properties from
Carcross to Lake Laberge. With as many as 120 homes under
an evacuation alert for much of the summer, it was a relief to
end the state of emergency on September 14, signalling that the
worst was behind us. We also recognize that there is a lot of
work ahead. Waters remain high, and our team continues with
maintenance, cleanup, and recovery planning. As a matter of
fact, my colleague, the MLA for Mount Lorne-Southern Lakes,
and | were even discussing some of that recovery planning and
cleanup on the break, so it still continues in real time.

Our team is working closely with engineers and technical
experts to develop a remediation recovery strategy. This will
ensure support to homeowners to recover from floods, to fix
community roads and infrastructure, and to plan for longer term
mitigations to be better prepared for future flood years.

2021 has been called a “once-in-200-year event”, but we
also know that climate change is skewing the trend and we can
only expect floods to occur again and more frequently. This is
why we have entered a state of emergency here in the territory,
it is why we are demanding action, and it’s why our citizens are
demanding action on climate change, because they can see that
the effects are on their doorsteps and washing away their front
lawns, in this case. They demand action from us. They want us
to take action and start to reduce the greenhouse gas emissions

that the territory creates. So, the recovery efforts and long-term
flood mitigation plan will be critical as we look to the future.

Madam Chair, I’'m going to end this section here. I have
more on the actual budgetary items within the supplementary
budget this year. 1 will weave that into our narrative this
afternoon as we pursue other questions, but in the interest of
getting to the questions of the opposition and the Third Party, |
will now relinquish the floor and look forward to hearing their
questions.

Ms. McLeod: | want to thank the officials for being with
us here again today. It is not my intention to be long this
afternoon. I’m happy to hear the minister start his speaking with
a discussion of the flooding.

Can the minister provide us with a breakdown of the flood
expenses to date?

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: | thank the member opposite, the
MLA for Watson Lake, for the question this afternoon. The
question was — because there was a bit of a pause: What is the
breakdown of flood cost-tracking? I believe that my colleague,
the Premier, has already addressed this on the floor of the
Legislature, but | am happy to do it again for the member
opposite.

The cost of bringing teams from Alberta, Saskatchewan,
and Manitoba — because the territory hasn’t had many
experiences with floods, so we did bring in experts from
Alberta, Saskatchewan, and Manitoba to inform our decisions
as we fought this unprecedented event this summer. That cost
us $372,000 for those three teams to come to the territory.
Personnel from Yukon government and our department of
Community Services came to $462,000, and that was for
overtime, casual hires, et cetera. The contracted workforce was
roughly $700,000. That included Yukon First Nations Wildfire
crews. Equipment rental came to $1.2 million. Those are the
actuals to date. That was for heavy equipment rentals —
commitments to date. So, the actuals to date are $1.17 million.
There is $1.35 million with heavy equipment, so that brings it
to $2.5 million for equipment rentals. Equipment replacement
was about $210,000, and that was for purchasing hoses, pumps,
et cetera. For transportation, we spent $63,000 to date — those
are the actuals. The commitments signal an amount to about
$177,000. So, we have commitments for $177,000 for
transportation and we have received invoices for $63,000, for a
total allocation for vehicle rentals of $241,000.

Military transportation — this would be buses to transport
military to flood sites — came to $77,000. Non-vehicle fuel
came to $9,000. Travel for meals, accommodation, et cetera —
this would be the military, labourers in the field, military
accommodation at the cadet camp — there were no costs there.

The total for travel, meals, accommodation, et cetera for
the whole operation was $547,000. Materiel — sand, rock,
poly, et cetera — the current total that we have is $2.1 million.
In services — this would be miscellaneous rentals, pump-outs,
et cetera— it came to $780,000 — for a grand total cost to date
of $8.1 million.

We also have remediation recovery work budgeted at
$2.8 million, roughly. So, the total supplementary approval is
for $10.9 million in round numbers.
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Ms. McLeod: When the minister gets up again, perhaps
he could just comment on whether or not that is 100-percent
recoverable from Canada. | think | heard that in the briefing —
but if he could just confirm that.

Can the minister comment on what infrastructure upgrades
— or what is the minister’s commitment to investigating the
needed upgrades to, for instance, Jackfish Bay Road and
M’Clintock Road? Particularly, what kind of work is being
done to identify any future work that needs to be done that will
leave us better prepared to deal with another high-water year in
that area?

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: | want to say — and it’s going to get
a little bit repetitive, but this was an unprecedented flood this
summer. At a time when we were dealing with the pandemic —
we still are — and at a time when we are dealing with forest
fires and a threatening forest fire season — the markers were
not great for that either.

We had 130 government employees, contractors, and
volunteers assigned to support the flood response, not to
mention all the volunteers and everybody else who chipped in.
It was a truly remarkable response. It actually led to the
protection from imminent danger. I mean, there was an
evacuation order placed on 130 residences this summer, as I’ve
mentioned, and we didn’t lose a single one to date, which is just
absolutely extraordinary and a real success story.

The Member for Watson Lake wanted to know whether it’s
100-percent recoverable. There are financial implications from
the work that we did this summer. Eligible expenses for the
disaster financial assistance arrangement may be reimbursed to
the territory under our cost-sharing formula that is based upon
rates determined by the Government of Canada and pro-rated
to the territorial population.

The first $3.27 per capita of expenses will be borne by the
territory, so we’re on the hook for $3.25, in round numbers, for
every citizen in the territory. That amounts to about, let’s say,
$138,000 that we are on the hook for. The next $6.56 per capita
— that’s approximately $277,000 that will be cost-shared —
the Government of Canada will cover 50 percent of that. The
next $6.56 — again, $277,000 will be cost-shared. The
Government of Canada will cover 75 percent. So, it’s a sliding
scale, Madam Chair. For the remainder of eligible expenses, the
Government of Canada will cover 90 percent.

So, we’re on the hook for some money here. By my rough
math, it’s in the neighbourhood of about $280,000 and then —
so $350,000, and then we’re on the hook for — so it is around
$500,000 that we are on the hook for ourselves, in very, very
rough numbers — “back of napkins” math. Math on the fly is
always tricky.

Then we have the remainder of eligible costs. So, after that
initial, say, $700,000 or $800,000, the Government of Canada
will cover 90 percent of the costs. So, we’re on the hook for
some money. This isn’t a 100-percent write-off, but we are
backstopped very well by the federal government when it
comes to flood relief.

Now, the other question that was on the floor from the
Member for Watson Lake had to deal with Jackfish Bay and
Sawmill Road, I believe. I heard from the MLA that, during the

flood, the road needs upgrading. | know that my colleague, the
Minister of Highways and Public Works, was on the site, toured
it, and had a good look at what was going on at Jackfish Bay
Road. Community Services is working with Highways and
Public Works to make the necessary improvements as deemed
necessary by Highways and Public Works. We will check to
make sure that the status of the work is done.

My colleague, the Minister of Highways and Public
Works, will be on the floor fairly soon, too, and might have
more context more quickly if you want to talk to him directly.

As for Sawmill Road, we believe that work has been done.
We can check into that again. Highways and Public Works
might be able to provide some detail when they are on the floor
to discuss their supplementary estimates, but we knew that were
improvements that had to be done to both of those roads. Some
of that work has been undertaken. We will get back to the
member opposite to make sure that it has been done or with
what the status of that work is.

Ms. McLeod: | want to thank the minister for that. On
October 28, the minister advised the Member for Takhini-
Kopper King that a formal assessment of library facilities was
done in the summer of 2019 and that this report, which came as
a result, will inform decisions going forward with regard to
evolving library trends.

My question is whether or not this has been posted for
interested parties to read and whether or not this report has been
shared with all of the libraries.

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: | will say, to begin this conversation
about libraries, that the 14 community libraries located
throughout the territory are managed by staff who are hired by
volunteer boards. These libraries are mainly co-located with
other groups like schools, community centres, and municipal
offices. As the Member for Watson Lake just noted, a formal
assessment of library facilities was done during the summer of
2019 under the tenure of my colleague, the Member for Mount
Lorne-Southern Lakes. The resulting report is helping with
long-term planning to ensure that the community libraries keep
pace with evolving library trends related to collection,
development, technology, and programming.

Our response to COVID-19 was compatible with the
assessment — for example, installing Plexiglass where
requested — and we are committed to ensuring that library
facilities meet the needs of their communities. The in-depth
work and analysis being done now will provide a solid
foundation for decisions on library facilities into the future.

The pertinent part of that question was: Is that report
available? We believe that it is posted online, but my colleague,
Deputy Minister King, will look into that and make sure that it
is posted online. If it is not, we will certainly make that
available to the public because there is really no reason why it
shouldn’t be.

Ms. McLeod: | thank the minister for that.

I have questions around EMS and fire. Of course, we have
had this discussion many times. Recruitment and retention of
volunteers is challenging. When was the last time that there was
a recruitment drive for new volunteers? Was that in every
community where those services are provided?
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Hon. Mr. Mostyn: | appreciate the question from the
Member for Watson Lake. | started out today by talking about
the supplementary budget and some of the material that is
contained therein. Included in that is roughly $1 million to
enhance the Yukon Emergency Medical Services in Watson
Lake and for volunteer recruitment and retention for the 17
Emergency Medical Services stations across the territory.

Emergency Medical Services needs to evolve with the
changing demographics in our territory, which includes a
growing Yukon population, increases in call volumes and
services, and the need to invest in development and supports
for our people. $470,000 of the supplementary budget will
increase capacity of the emergency response communication
centre, ensuring emergency response communication officers
are available 24 hours a day, seven days a week, 365 days a
year. This investment will improve safety for all emergency
medical services providers by providing improved
communications and real-time tracking of emergency medical
services, vehicles, and related staff.

$156,000 is targeted toward recruitment and retention of
volunteers through an investment in clinical education. This
will meet the training needs of our community volunteer
responders and ensure an expert resource is available to offer
them timely clinical support. This service is a priority for our
community volunteer responders, and we are pleased to provide
the support they have asked for. It comes with a commitment
to enhance psychological wellness for first responders, safety,
and mental health services for our employees and community
volunteer responders.

The balance of the budget increase for Emergency Medical
Services is to make permanent a new staffing model at the
Watson Lake ambulance station. This adds much-needed
emergency response capacity and creates permanent
employment opportunities in the community.

When | was down in Watson Lake, Madam Chair, and
speaking to the constituents of the Member for Watson Lake,
they brought this to my attention; they said it was important,
and | am very happy to be delivering on this service to Watson
Lake, which has — among all the communities in the territory,
except Whitehorse — a very large call volume and also has a
very large geographic area to service, recognizing that it is
important that we put some more resources to that region and
to that Emergency Medical Services station.

| think that it is appropriate, at this time, to thank the Yukon
Emergency Medical Services for their dedication and service
by supporting this allocation in this budget.

We place tremendous value on the contributions that
volunteers make to provide emergency services throughout the
territory. This is why, through Emergency Medical Services,
we support community responders by supplying vehicles,
medical and safety equipment, uniforms, fleet management
services, station maintenance, administrative services, online
education, and responder training in 15 communities. We take
a collaborative approach to providing emergency services
throughout the Yukon, and we rely on our partners in the
communities to help us recruit, recognize, and retain volunteer
emergency responders. We also rely on our paid responders,

community members, allied response agencies, and local health
care providers to help with local capacity needs. Community
Nursing, for example, provides really critical services within
our communities and works with Emergency Medical Services
to provide that support to our communities.

The COVID-19 pandemic prompted additional safety
measures for our first responders. Protocols were put in place
to address patient COVID assessment and scene safety, crew
training and station spatial separation, stockpile of personal
protection equipment, facility access restrictions, and safe work
practices to mitigate the risk of transmission throughout the
territory.

I mentioned earlier that Watson Lake has a fairly high
incident volume. We are talking — in 2020, they had 491 calls
registered at Watson Lake. Whitehorse had 6,094 calls, to put
that in comparison, and the largest call volume beyond that was
in Dawson City at 274 calls, which is roughly half of what we
saw in Watson Lake.

The total incident volume in 2020 was 8,600, almost 8,700
calls. We have 128 EMS volunteers, as of July 28, 2021, and
we have 71 EMS employees. So, the majority of our service is
provided by volunteers throughout the territory. | can say that
Yukon Emergency Medical Services recognizes that training
and education are essential in supporting the effective delivery
of emergency medical services. Using a variety of training
methods, Yukon Emergency Medical Services delivers a robust
program to meet the needs of community responders
throughout the Yukon. This includes a training centre, mobile
training unit, high-fidelity training mannequins, online learning
platforms, local training nights, certificate courses, and two
dedicated clinical educators.

Yukon Emergency Medical Services also provides
accredited core training and certification for Emergency
Medical Services community responders, through the
Emergency Care and Safety Institute emergency medical
responder program. We do know that, at this time in Canada’s
history, emergency medical responders — paramedics — are in
very high demand. Recruiting more should always be a goal of
the territory. We are working to ensure that we have a good
supply of paramedics in the territory, and we will continue to
do so.

I think I will leave it there, knowing that it is important that
we recruit, and by providing the training that | have outlined in
the last couple of minutes, you can see that we are investing
heavily in having a very good emergency medical response
team throughout the Yukon.

Ms. McLeod: On the matter of training for our EMS
people, | have heard that the training is too much or that the
training is not enough, depending on the community that you
are talking to. One of the great topics that comes up is the
amount of time volunteers are asked to be away from their
homes to take training in Whitehorse.

I am wondering if the minister has looked at any possible
ways to make training more accessible and less time-
consuming for residents who want to volunteer for these
services and, at the same time, look after their responsibilities
to their home communities.
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Hon. Mr. Mostyn:  So, the question posed a few minutes
ago was about how onerous it can be for volunteers to get the
training they need in the community.

| urge the member opposite, if she is hearing these
complaints, to please let me know which communities they are
coming from, and we will take a look at it on a case-by-case
basis.

I will say that a clinical educator visits every community
in the territory four times a year to help with the training of our
volunteers. We have enhanced that with this supplementary
budget that we are talking about this afternoon with additional
resources with an aim to recruiting and retaining more
emergency medical services responders. That is really what
we’re talking about today and that is why this budget item is
before the House that we are here discussing this afternoon; it
is to make sure that we have enhanced the clinical educator who
already visits every community in the territory four times a
year.

As somebody providing medical care to the citizens of the
territory on a voluntary basis, there are standards that they have
to maintain to do that. | absolutely admire and respect those
who step forward to do this in the territory because it is a
difficult job. I will say that there are different levels of training,
and people can choose their own path. Not everybody has to
take the paramedic training, which is certainly a lot more
intensive and takes a lot more time. They can also go with
emergency responder training, which is generally the path used
by many of our volunteers in rural Yukon and is a less rigorous
training standard to provide that critical service in remote
Yukon communities. That is a choice that individuals can make
when they are actively stepping up to support and help their
fellow citizens in rural Yukon, which is absolutely admirable.
We all owe them a debt of gratitude.

We are also looking at other ways we can help to support
our teams in rural Yukon. Perhaps there is someone who
doesn’t actually want to actually provide the medical care, but
they are willing to drive and they are great driver. So, maybe
we can team somebody who is willing to volunteer as a driver
in rural Yukon with somebody who has EMS training so you
have some supports for people. We are looking at these new
models of service delivery to help expand the volunteer base in
rural Yukon and to carry some of the load in different ways.

So, we are looking at many, many ways to support our
teams of emergency medical responders throughout the
territory. I really appreciate the question. It’s an important one.
It’s one of the reasons why we have $1 million identified in the
supplementary budget, which is to support our emergency
medical responders throughout the territory.

There is another point that I would like to make in closing.
Currently in Watson Lake, there is a competition underway for
two full-time EMS staff — two more FTEs added to the
government roster. That hiring process is currently underway.
We hope to have those positions filled fairly soon, but that
hiring process is currently underway to bring two more EMS
professionals into Watson Lake, into the members opposite’s
riding.

Ms. McLeod:
appreciate that.

Currently, Watson Lake has three, plus some auxiliary
personnel. The Member for Mount Lorne-Southern Lakes was
on his feet earlier in this session talking about 3.2 new FTEs for
Watson Lake. Of course, the minister just referenced two FTES
for Watson Lake.

So, here’s my question: How many people do we have?
We had 3.2. Do we have 3.2 new ones or just two new ones?
What is going to be the full complement of employees for
EMS?

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: | really want to commend the
Member for Watson Lake for the question. I think that it is
important. It is vital that we bring accurate information to dispel
any errors in this House. There are obviously questions in the
mind of the member opposite, and | am really glad we can bring
some clarity to them.

My colleague, the MLA for beautiful Mount Lorne-
Southern Lakes, did rise during budget discussion and
referenced a number that had been given to opposition parties,
I believe, during their budget briefings. The Member for Mount
Lorne-Southern Lakes is entirely correct.

This year, as part of this budget exercise that we are talking
about now, we are adding 3.2 new FTEs to Watson Lake —
three new people providing services to Yukoners in Watson
Lake. It is vitally important work, and we are happy to do this
because this is the service that people need in rural Yukon.

That brings the roster in Watson Lake to four full-time
employees at the Emergency Medical Services station. We will
have one paid part-time employee at the Emergency Medical
Services station in Watson Lake, and we will have three
volunteers at the EMS station in Watson Lake. There will be a
total of 3.2 new full-time equivalents in Watson Lake, and that
will bring the total commitment to four full-time, one part-time,
and three volunteers in that station when it is fully staffed.

Ms. McLeod: This is not really working out for me —
this math — because we had three full-time employees and we
had one or two auxiliary employees. Now we are adding 3.2 to
come up with four, so there is something being lost in the
translation here. | am happy to engage with the minister by
letter on this issue, but it is certainly going to be an important
one for my community because, by my calculations, we are
getting one new person, which we appreciate — absolutely. |
am going to leave that for now because | have limited time this
afternoon.

Can the minister tell us which rural communities have
functional fire protection and ambulance coverage in those
rural communities?

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: By way of introduction, | will say
that recruiting and retaining volunteer firefighters is a challenge
in the Yukon and across Canada. We continue to work with
communities to ensure volunteer emergency response coverage
in our communities. We provide oversight, training, and
equipment for community fire departments but are only able to
do so with a core of volunteers who give their time and effort
to train and be available. Throughout the territory, the Fire
Marshal’s Office presents public education campaigns for life

| thank the minister for his comments. |
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safety and fire prevention, operates community fire halls,
maintains firefighting equipment and vehicles, provides
training that meets the national standards, and supports
municipalities with training and resources.

I am going to start with volunteer fire departments. It is
going to take a little bit of time, and it’s going to be quite a
comprehensive list of where we are at with volunteer fire
departments in the territory. I beg the Chamber’s indulgence to
go through some of these numbers.

Let me just say to begin that, in the 16 unincorporated
communities, volunteer departments require interested
community members and assistance to recruit and retain a
minimum number of volunteer firefighters. The fire services
that are provided by the Fire Marshal’s Office include the
provision of all fire response equipment and vehicles, training
and logistics, as well as the administration of community
volunteer fire halls, such as training records, honoraria, and
standard operating procedures.

The eight municipal departments require interested
community members and assistance from the municipality to
recruit and retain volunteer firefighters to provide fire services.
The Yukon government supports municipalities by providing
funding and provisioning resources on an as-needed basis and
as capacity allows. The includes training for staff and
volunteers, as well as equipment on a case-by-case basis to
cover areas not easily reachable by unincorporated halls.

During the COVID era, volunteers have been trained in
infectious disease and blood and airborne pathogens control
since 2012, and the use of N95 masks and gloves is standard
practice when working around patients. The COVID-19
pandemic prompted the policy and use of cloth-based coverings
for travel in vehicles to and from incidents and training.

As of February 3, 2021, Beaver Creek in 2020 had six
incidents, one fire volunteer, and no paid employees. Burwash
Landing had six incidents, seven volunteers, and no paid
employees. Carmacks — municipal — had four incidents, and
they have nine fire volunteers and no paid employees. Carcross
had one incident in 2020, and they have three volunteers in
Carcross and no paid employees. In Dawson City, the
municipal fire department had 170 incidents in 2020, and they
have 29 volunteers in the Klondike and one paid employee. In
Destruction Bay, they had no incidents, and they have no
volunteers and no paid employees. In Faro, there were five
incidents in 2020, and they have eight fire volunteers and no
paid employees. In Golden Horn, they had 21 incidents, and
they have 25 volunteers and no paid employees. In Haines
Junctions, the municipal fire department had 11 incidents in
2020, and they have 15 fire volunteers and no paid employees.
In Ibex, they had 24 incidents in 2020, 28 fire volunteers and
no paid employees. In the Klondike Valley, outside of the
municipality, they had 12 incidents recorded in 2020, and they
have 10 volunteers and no paid employees. In Keno, they
acknowledged two incidents in 2020, and they have no fire
volunteers and no paid employees. In Marsh Lake, they had 11
recorded incidents in 2020, and they have 21 volunteers and no
paid employees. In Mount Lorne, there were eight incidents in
2020 and 16 volunteers and no paid employees. In Mayo, the

municipal fire department there had four incidents in 2020, and
they have six volunteers and no paid employees. We just toured
their new fire facility there. It is just wonderful, and I’m really
happy to see that now in service.

In Mendenhall, we had no incidents in 2020, and we have
no fire volunteers and no paid employees. In Old Crow, there
were no incidents in 2020 and no fire volunteers in Old Crow
and no paid employees. In Pelly Crossing, we had one incident
in 2020, and we have no volunteers in Pelly currently and no
paid employees. | had a good meeting with the people in Pelly
when | was up there with the chief and council, and they are
looking at resurrecting their fire services in that community, but
have not yet finished the training.

In Ross River, we had one incident in 2020, and we have
no volunteers and no paid employees. In Tagish, we had two
incidents in 2020, and we have eight volunteers in Tagish and
no paid employees. In Teslin, the municipal fire department —
we have no data on the incident volumes in Teslin as of 2020.
We have three volunteers in that community.

In Watson Lake, the municipality has recorded 53
incidents in 2020. The number of fire volunteers in Watson
Lake is 19 currently, and they have one paid employee.

Sommet Yukon has 34 fire volunteers. SHOT Yukon has
20 volunteers. Upper Liard has one volunteer and had no
incidents in 2020. Whitehorse municipal had 678 incidents in
2020. They have no volunteers, but they have 26 paid
firefighters in Whitehorse as a municipality. At the Whitehorse
airport, no data was provided on the incident volume. We don’t
have any volunteers. We have 13 paid employees up there.

For a total, we had 959 fire responses in the territory in
2020. We have 263 total volunteers in the territory, and we have
41 paid employees.

I hope that goes some measure to answer the member
opposite’s question.

Ms. McLeod: Thank you for those numbers. | found
them quite interesting, actually.

Is there a plan B for unincorporated communities if there
is a fire and there are no volunteers or capacity to deal with
that?

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: The delivery of fire services in the
Yukon’s unincorporated communities is challenging given our
remote and small population base. It is a challenge to recruit
and retain volunteers, as | have said a few times this afternoon,
and to maintain the necessary levels of training and certification
to ensure the health and safety of our volunteers.

We have an independent review currently underway. The
individual was up here in the territory in September and
October. The report is in its final stages. I’'m hopeful, after
reviewing it, to be able to make it available to the public in
fairly short order. That review is well underway, and it
examines the current model for the provision of rural fire
services across the territory. As | said, | look forward to the
improvement that focused recommendations will bring to fire
service delivery throughout the territory.

The contractor has drawn upon the expertise of territorial
fire chiefs, fire service members, community members, and
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community leaders. | really do appreciate — and want to thank
everyone who took the time to participate.

In my community tour this summer, at the end of this fall
— | guess it was fall; all the seasons are blurring together. But
following my community tour this fall, | had the opportunity to
talk to municipal leaders and also to talk to fire chiefs across
the territory. They had all contributed to this independent
review of rural fire services. They thought that it was a great
exercise and were looking forward to its recommendations.

Firefighting is a dangerous occupation, as we all know, and
occupational health and safety requirements set out by that act
in regulations — it is simply not lawful to place individuals in
a fire situation with equipment that they are not trained or
certified to operate. Equipment and training are available for
communities with a core of volunteers who are willing to give
their time and effort to become trained and maintain
certification as firefighters. | will also say that we have
memorandums of understanding with municipal fire
departments to provide aid to the nearest fire if they are
available to do so.

We work together in this territory so often when it comes
to calamity, such as we might see with a fire, and | am really
grateful to the cooperation and professionalism and the looking
out for our neighbours that we see so often in this territory, as
we all lend a hand in times of need, for those in need. | think
that we see that in the territory all the time, and I really have to
give a shout-out to municipalities that so very often step up to
help their neighbours in need, despite the enormous distances
that they may have to travel to provide that aid.

Ms. McLeod: | thank the minister for that information.

In October of this year, the Building and Safety Standards
branch sent out a notice to contractors informing them of a fee
if re-inspection was required. Can the minister tell us what the
reasoning is for fining contractors if they make a mistake?

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: | thank the member opposite for the
question this afternoon. This question revolves around the
Building and Safety Standards branch, which ensures that the
structures that we live, work, and play in are safely built. From
January 1, 2021 to September 1, 2021, building safety
inspectors conducted 712 inspections.

That’s 712 inspections in a nine-month period. They did
694 building inspections; they did 1,946 electrical inspections;
they did 181 plumbing inspections; they did 87 oil heating
inspections, 24 boiler inspections, one elevator inspection, and
360 gas inspections. Those hundreds of inspections were done
on 712 sites. The Building and Safety Standards branch adopted
during the pandemic — sorry, not adopted, adapted — my error
— during the pandemic and found creative ways to continue
their important work, despite the COVID-19 restrictions we
found ourselves under, by way of virtual and digital inspections
and strict mask wearing, proper hand hygiene, and physical
distancing when inspections had to be in person. The branch
completed the same number of inspections in 2020 and 2021 as
they would in typical years. We didn’t see — despite the
challenges of the season, they managed to carry on their jobs
and keep those inspections going.

The Building and Safety Standards branch develops,
interprets, administers, and enforces building, plumbing,
electrical, and mechanical standards, as well as administering
area development regulations. Within Whitehorse, the Building
and Safety Standards branch inspects all electrical, gas,
elevator, ski lift, and large boiler installations. For all their
permits and inspections within city boundaries, the Building
and Safety Standards branch collaborates with the City of
Whitehorse. As well as developing common inspection
standards for Government of Yukon building inspectors, the
branch works with the City of Whitehorse to develop shared
inspections standards. These standards contribute to safer
dwellings, workplaces, and public spaces. The branch records
work done under permit on a building. This information can be
used by the legal and banking communities in their assessment
of the properties.

In partnership with the Fire Marshal’s Office and Yukon
Housing Corporation, the branch contributes annually to
seasonal public awareness campaigns to improve home heating
safety. This activity focuses on the installation of fire and
carbon monoxide alarms in every dwelling in the territory, the
installation of fire alarm systems, and the requirement that the
work be done by qualified tradespeople. In this Chamber, we
all know how important this work is. We just had tributes
during Carbon Monoxide Awareness Week on how important
it is that we get this work done and inspected properly.

The Building and Safety Standards branch also contributes
to national and regional conversations on emerging issues in
building safety, such as tiny homes, the effects of permafrost
on building foundations, and amendments to the national
building, plumbing, and electrical codes.

The member opposite brought a very specific issue to the
floor of the House. Right now, | really do need more
information on this. If the member could please provide me
with the information she has, either through casework or in
tabling the information on the floor of the House, going through
standard channels, | would be more than happy to casework and
get the answers the Member for Watson Lake is looking for this
afternoon.

Ms. McLeod: Yes, of course, we will pursue this
through other means to get the information that we are after. It
certainly is an item of concern for many contractors.

I want to thank the officials for being here today and
helping us out. My questions for today are done. | am going to
turn this over to the Member for Takhini-Kopper King.

Ms. White: | thank my colleague for sharing the floor.

Last time we were here, the minister and | were talking
about various issues, including his helpful direction that not all
decisions, but some decisions, from the residential tenancies
office can be found online.

A question | had is, once decisions are made, what follow-
up does the residential tenancies office have? If a decision is
made, what kind of follow-up is there?

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: | welcome my colleague from the
Third Party to the discussion this afternoon. | will start this
afternoon with the residential tenancies office. Most landlord
and tenant relationships are long-standing and mutually
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beneficial, but when disagreements arise, as they are wont to do
between landlords and tenants, they may come to the residential
tenancies office for help.

The office offers a broad range of services, including
education, mediation, and formal dispute resolution to
landlords and tenants. The residential tenancies office works to
help landlords and tenants avoid conflict by educating them on
their rights and responsibilities. The office provides the
residential landlord and tenant handbook, outreach activities at
community events, and workshops. The residential tenancies
office continues to provide fair and efficient dispute resolution
through mediation and written decisions. The process of
dispute resolution gives the party the certainty of legally
binding decisions, with significantly lower wait times than if
the dispute went to court. The residential tenancies office does
not advocate for either landlords or tenants. The residential
tenancies officers are neutral third parties. They must maintain
their objectivity or they will not be able to resolve disputes
without concerns of bias.

I will also say that, to date, in the 2020-21 year, the
residential tenancies office has resolved 75 landlord and tenant
matters through the formal resolution process. It resolved more
than 130 in 2019-20. The office also worked with many
landlords and tenants to reach early settlement of disputes so
that formal hearings were not required. Since its opening in
2016, the office has formally adjudicated more than 600
disputes.

The residential tenancies office provides information about
the Residential Landlord and Tenant Act and regulations, as
well as legally binding dispute resolution, when disputes arise
that cannot be resolved by landlords and tenants.

Decisions are issued by the office in a timely manner, as |
said earlier, and orders are enforceable in the Yukon Supreme
Court. Minimum rental standards came into effect on
January 1, 2017. The residential tenancies office enforces these
important health and safety standards for Yukoners living in
rental housing.

Educating the public is a key function of the office, as it
helps prevent disputes. In 2020-21, the residential tenancies
office responded to hundreds of inquiries that were fairly
evenly split between both landlords and tenants. Common
questions relate to issues such as security deposits, tenancy
agreements, repairs, and rules on rent payments.

The Residential Landlord and Tenant Act provides a
binding dispute resolution process that is designed to provide
fair, expedient, and accessible dispute resolution for landlords
and tenants. It requires written tenancy agreements, notice
periods to end tenancies, and provides clarity for both landlords
and tenants. Whenever possible, tenants and landlords are
encouraged to work together to deal with disputes as they arise.
The office is also available to provide mediated settlement
through its dispute resolution process for all residential
tenancies. The dispute resolution process gives both parties the
certainty of legally binding decisions with significantly lower
wait times than if the dispute went to court.

The office provides standard forms for tenancy
agreements, condition inspections, and ending tenancies, both

in print and online, so that landlords and tenants have the
information they need to conduct their business in compliance
with the law.

Mobile home pad tenancies are covered by the Residential
Landlord and Tenant Act as well. Tenants and landlords of
mobile home pads are entitled to the same rights as those who
rent apartments and houses, including assessing the dispute
resolution services offered by the residential tenancies office.

I hope that goes some way to answering the member
opposite’s question, and I am happy to answer any subsidiary
questions that the member may have.

Ms. White: | appreciate that the minister had an
opportunity to read that briefing note about the residential
tenancies office and the legislation, but it didn’t come close to
answering the question that | asked.

What | asked is: Once a decision is made, what kind of
follow-up does the office have? So, through that binding
arbitration that he referenced, a decision is made — what kind
of follow-up happens from that office?

Hon. Mr. Mostyn:  The residential tenancies office will
serve the binding decision to both parties, so there is a binding
decision issued to both parties. Precedent-setting cases, as |
mentioned the other afternoon when we were talking about this
issue, are published on the CanLllI site so that the community
has access to the precedents and will see the current caselaw —
the decisions that the residential tenancies office have rendered.
They can then use them to see whether or not they have already
been applied. That information is available that way.

To answer the member opposite’s question, the decision is
issued to both parties. In precedent-setting circumstances, those
decisions are posted to CanLlI for the entire community to see.

Ms. White: | appreciate that answer from the minister as
this time it was in the realm of what | was asking, so | appreciate
that — referencing CanL1l, where he says the precedent-setting
decisions are published so that people can see.

The question is this: What follow-up exists? For example,
if I’'m on the CanLII website like I am right now and I am
looking at a decision, for example, that affects 280 tenants —
in this case, a mobile home park — the decision says that there
is no legal requirement for a tenant to sign a new tenancy
agreement with the landlord. How does the office follow up?
How do we make sure that every tenant in that park understands
that they cannot be forced to sign a new lease and make sure
that it is following the decision that was decided by that office?

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: | thank the member opposite for the
question.

She is referring to a recent decision that came out of the
residential tenancies office that pertains to the actions of a
landlord that affects many residents of an area. The complaint
came forward from an individual.

The residential tenancies office considers every complaint
as unique, so they deal with every complaint they receive on an
individual basis. In this case, though, the incident does apply to
a much broader range of people. | guess that what the member
opposite is probably getting at is that, if people don’t come
forward and complain or they don’t do this, they may not know
what is happening in their rental development.
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It is a good question. Certainly, in these days of rental
shortages, we have to look at this in a more holistic way and we
will deal with the department to find a way to better transmit
these decisions to the public in these cases, because in certain
circumstances, it does affect a lot more people.

To the member opposite’s point, we could do a better job
broadcasting the implications of that one tenant’s complaint to
the broader whole. In many cases, it may be on a one-on-one
basis and we don’t do that, but this is a much broader situation.
I will talk with my officials and find a way to broadcast these
decisions in these circumstances in a much broader way.

Ms. White: | thank the minister for that. Indeed, he is
correct. This time, when a decision is made and affects
hundreds of people — in this case, it was signing a new lease
that changed a set amount and therefore circumvented the rent
increase. It affects hundreds of people. How do we make sure
— and how does the office follow up to make sure — that the
landlord has followed the obligation, which is that the landlord
must communicate with all tenants regarding proposed tenancy
agreements? What is the follow-up? That is the question. |
appreciate that, and | look forward to hearing back from him
either in this capacity or by other means.

| did appreciate it when the minister shared fire coverage
across the territory with all those numbers. Although it sounds
large with 263 volunteers and 41 employees, it does leave some
communities without. | have questions around fire services in
Destruction Bay. Sadly, a home in Destruction Bay burned to
the ground on Friday. This home is 50 feet from an empty fire
station. The fire truck had to come from Burwash Landing, and
the firefighters nearly had the fire out when they had to return
to Burwash to refill the water tank. It was nearly an hour before
they arrived back at the scene.

This is not a criticism to the volunteer firefighters out of
Burwash Landing and this isn’t a criticism of the folks in
Destruction Bay, because everyone did the best that they could.

In a community like this, with 16.5 km between Burwash
and Destruction Bay — understanding that the volunteers are
coming from Burwash Landing and it is my understanding that
Destruction Bay used to have a fire station — is there any
capability for the volunteer firefighters from Burwash Landing
to fill up their fire trucks in Destruction Bay?

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: | thank the member opposite for the
question this afternoon. It ties to many of the things that we
have been talking about — about tragedy, about sustaining
volunteer fire and emergency personnel in these tiny
communities that we have scattered across the territory. It also
speaks to the good neighbour practices that we see throughout
the territory — as communities that see friends, relatives, and
neighbours in nearby communities in a time of need — they
rush and try to protect as they can. It touches on all of those
themes that we have spoken about this afternoon.

The question is a seemingly simple one: Can the
firefighters coming into Destruction Bay fill up their truck
there? Frankly, I don’t have an answer for my good colleague
across the way.

What | can say this afternoon is that we have had, as |
mentioned, a review of fire services throughout the territory.

The individual has conducted this review to try to address this
very subject, which is: How do we satisfy the need to provide
these fire protection services in these very small communities
that just do not have enough of a volunteer base to provide the
service themselves in a more formal way?

That review is well underway. It’s actually in the final
stages of development. It will have, | imagine, some of the
answers to some of these vexing questions that we have around
providing essential services to very, very small communities —
places like Destruction Bay, places like Keno — and | look
forward to seeing the recommendations contained therein.

I can’t get ahead of what those recommendations will be,
but I, like many in the territory, are very anxious to see these
recommendations and actually get them before the Yukon
public.

Deputy Chair (Ms. Tredger):
a brief recess?

Do members wish to take

All Hon. Members:  Agreed.

Deputy Chair: Committee of the Whole will recess for
15 minutes.

Recess

Chair (Ms. Blake): Committee of the Whole will now
come to order.

The matter now before the Committee is continuing
general debate on Vote 51, Department of Community
Services, in Bill No. 202, entitled Second Appropriation Act
2021-22.

Is there any further general debate?

Ms. White: | thank the minister for his previous answer,
but it didn’t actually answer the question, so I asked if there was
a possibility for the Burwash Landing fire truck to be filled up
with water in Destruction Bay. He said that the review is
ongoing and maybe we would find out those answers.

I will draw a similarity to the fires in Keno. The fire truck
came from Mayo to respond to the fire in Keno and ran out of
water. That would be much longer than just an hour return trip
to go back to Mayo and come back. In some cases, when we
are talking about depending on the neighbourliness between
Yukon communities, it might be helpful if Yukon government
also played a role in that, which is to ensure that there was
access to water in those communities that didn’t have the
volunteers. | know that it is a complicated issue and I will just
put it out there for the minister and his department in hopes that,
at some point, we will hear back that this is being worked on.

When the minister referenced jurisdictions and whether
they had volunteer firefighters instances, or paid firefighters,
one that really stood out for me was Old Crow. As we all know,
Old Crow is a fly-in community with a couple hundred citizens,
but to the best of my knowledge, right now, Old Crow doesn’t
have any kind of fire response. I don’t think that there is an
alarm system, so if an alarm was to go off — if it could go off
— who would respond?

One of the reasons why this is an important issue is that we
have put in a recreation centre that hasn’t opened; we’re putting
in a new health centre; we’re putting in a seniors complex and
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10 additional units, so does the minister have any thoughts
about the fire situation in Old Crow and possible solutions?

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: | thank the member opposite for the
question this afternoon. | have a response for the member
opposite, when it comes to the residential tenancies office. |
think that it’s important that I get that on the record this
afternoon. Ask and ye shall receive.

We were talking about a certain situation that arose with a
multi-unit rental property and a decision coming down. One of
the requirements made by the residential tenancies office is that
every tenant has to be advised of this ruling. A contact number
was provided so that they could get in touch if they had any
concerns or follow-up. That notice did go out on the heels of
the decision. When | was reading and getting briefed on this
package, | did see that notification going out. | should have
brought it up in my answer, but | verified with the department
that this notice did go out to every tenant in that rental complex,
so they were followed up on. They have avenues to complain,
or to follow up with the office, if the landlord does not follow
through with the order that was given. | just wanted to make
that point this afternoon that, in this case, that did happen.

As | mentioned in my previous response, in many cases,
it’s one tenant and one landlord. In this case, it was one landlord
and several tenants. There was follow-up through the office to
make sure that they had an avenue to know about the decision,
what it meant, and what the implications of that decision were
— just so that is clear. I thank you for the Chamber’s
indulgence to provide that answer, Madam Chair.

We are on volunteer fire departments and Old Crow. |
share the member opposite’s concern. We have several
communities in the territory that currently do not have any fire
volunteers — Mendenhall, Old Crow, Pelly Crossing, Ross
River, Destruction Bay, and Keno among them.

Like I was saying, Pelly Crossing, a self-governing First
Nation, is currently in a process of reviewing its provision of
fire services, is working to get that up and running, and is
working to obtain more volunteers. Old Crow, as a self-
governing First Nation, has that option as well. The
independent review | referenced earlier, | suggest, will have
some recommendations regarding self-governing First Nations
and fire services in those self-governing First Nations.

There is also a deputy fire marshal assigned to work with
Old Crow to find solutions for establishing a fire service, for
recruitment, and for training. | believe, as does the department,
that there is a significant opportunity to partner with a self-
governing First Nation to provide these services in self-
governing First Nation communities. | look forward to working
on this file going forward, because it is important. | do know
that the independent review | have spoken about a few times
this afternoon will have recommendations that will help with
communities that don’t have any fire volunteers at the moment.

As to the member opposite, we did talk about Destruction
Bay and whether the truck can refill their truck in that
community. As I said, I don’t know, and I will look into that for
the member opposite. The independent fire review will have
other recommendations. Maybe that’s one of them. I’m just not
sure what facilities there are in Destruction Bay to be able to

fill a truck like that, how long it would take, where — so, | just
don’t have those details on the floor of the House this afternoon,
but if I receive them in the next hour or so, I will pass them
along. If not, I’ll get back to the member opposite on that issue.

Ms. White: | do appreciate that. Just in reference to Old
Crow, the Yukon government built the new community centre
that, in my understanding, was supposed to open up earlier this
year. Has that community centre opened? If not, why not, and
when is that expected opening day?

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: | have a few things to say about
community infrastructure projects this afternoon. Old Crow
will be touched by these remarks, because we have advanced
nearly 100 community infrastructure projects across the
territory since 2016, valued at more than $690 million in shared
investment by the Yukon government and Canada. Canada
contributed approximately $488 million of that total, and we
are very appreciative of that support here in the territory under
the Investing in Canada infrastructure program.

Community infrastructure is the backbone of our modern
lives. I don’t think I have to put too fine a point to that. It
provides water, sewer, and other municipal services used by
Yukoners every day. Community infrastructure also includes
public service spaces for gatherings and recreation that enable
Yukoners to live healthy and active lives. We do our best to
meet the needs of communities, recognizing the infrastructure
gap and that desires far exceed the funding available.

As we advance priorities, we are also working with our
federal colleagues to maximize contributions to the Yukon with
as flexible terms as possible to better meet community and
territory-wide priorities. We are working.

It is the communities that identify the priorities they have
for infrastructure to us. That has been the process that my
colleague undertook, travelling extensively throughout the
territory — a remarkable achievement in and of itself — and
asking those communities to please put forward their priorities
— what they would like to see in terms of infrastructure — and
then Community Services and the Government of Yukon have
worked and done everything we can to follow up and follow
through on the municipal priorities that they have put before us.

As for the Old Crow community centre, we are currently
in the process of looking at and getting the status of that project.
My understanding is — and we are trying to verify that right
now — that it might be a transfer payment agreement with the
Vuntut Gwitchin First Nation, which means that we transferred
the money — they put their priorities forward and this was one
of their priorities. We may have transferred that money to the
First Nation for them to procure the project.

So, the Old Crow community centre building replacement
was a transfer payment agreement with the Vuntut Gwitchin
First Nation. It is $14.5 million. As the First Nation is going
through and actually doing the project on its behalf,  don’t have
insight into what the status of that project is at the moment, but
I will look into that with my officials and will get back to the
member opposite.

Ms. White: Along the same lines, what about the status
on the update of the Carmacks community arena?
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Hon. Mr. Mostyn: As members will know, the
contractor that started that project abandoned it, and so
construction has resumed on the project. I believe that it’s
Ketza Construction that is proceeding with that. We’re looking
for more details there.

The anticipated completion of that project is the fall of
2022. Legal action is underway with the original contractor,
which was Scott Design Build, but this will not affect the
current completion timelines of the project. We’re going ahead
with it, and then we will work on the legal side to reclaim as
much money as we can from the original contract holder.

That project currently has resumed. We anticipate the
completion in the fall of 2022.

Ms. White: T thank the minister for that response. It’s
not very often that we have — well, | mean it is often that we
have ministers responsible for multiple departments, but not
always often that we have a minister responsible for two
departments where they kind of cross-pollinate.

Is the minister aware of, within his department — so,
within Wildland Fire Management. As folks in the Chamber
know, | have been talking a lot about presumptive coverage for
wildland forest firefighters. Does the minister know how his
own department — Wildland Fire Management — feels about
coverage for wildland forest firefighters?

Hon. Mr. Mostyn:  Yes, there is an aligning of the
departments that we haven’t seen for a long time. Basically, it
is the creation of a de facto labour minister who has the
responsibility for Community Services and all the EMS and fire
protection services and all the rest of it and Workers’
Compensation Health and Safety Board. There is a very good
synergy here. | recognize it, and | am happy to see the member
opposite acknowledge it as well.

I don’t have my officials here from workers’ compensation
this afternoon, but that is okay because | have some experience
there and have spoken to the president about workers’
compensation and | have, of course, been working with
Wildland Fire Management over the last several months on
several fronts as they fought fires in this season as well as they
fought fires in BC. They also provided much-needed flood
response throughout the Southern Lakes in addition to
everything else they were doing.

I know that, within the department, | have not had, from
the Wildland Fire folks, any recommendation that they get a
presumption for the urban poisons, toxins, and fumes that
firefighters in municipalities and communities face. Wildland
fire in the territory is different from some of the other provincial
models. They are fighting fires almost solely in the bush, and
they are breathing a lot of wood smoke and a lot of smoke from
the burning of our boreal forest when they are out in their camps
and fighting fires, but they are not tasked with fighting fires in
municipal areas as some of our provincial wildland firefighters
are.

In the territory, were they to, for some reason, come across
fighting fires in a dumpsite or something that may have been
taken over by fires, that would be chronicled and it would give
them cause to be considered for other cancers.

The key here, as always, is that we try to follow the science
and try to follow the evidence. Currently, the evidence states
that our wildland firefighters are not exposed to the same types,
the same fires, as you would find in an urban or municipal
environment, so that is one of the reasons why we have the
exception.

In working with Wildland Fire, | have never heard the
recommendation that we include them in the presumption for
these cancers the member opposite was talking about for first
responders, although I have heard that Yukon’s wildland
firefighters are likely to encounter stressful situations that could
have long-term impacts on their well-being.

Wildland Fire Management delivers cutting-edge mental
resiliency training for firefighters and supervisors, helping
crews recognize the signs of struggling mental health in
themselves and their peers, and the training provides our staff
with the tools and confidence to reach out and support each
other through difficult times. So, we do hear about workplace
safety issues in Wildland Fire, and that is the one that has been
identified by many in the corps as a pressing matter, and we are
providing, and stepping up to provide, that training and the
recommendations there as well with the cancer presumption in
WCB.

We recognize the invaluable contribution of every
Yukoner who fights fires, whether full time or part time,
professionally or as a volunteer. Under the existing Workers’
Compensation Act, 10 cancers are presumed to be work-related
for firefighters with the required use of services — not wildland
fire, but the others.

During the public engagement commissioned by this
government, we heard that Yukoners would like to see
additional cancers included in the firefighter cancer
presumption. The new act, which is now currently the most
progressive act in the country, will add nine cancers to the list
under the presumption, including pancreatic and thyroid. This
latter recognizes the increasing role that women are taking on
in fighting fires, because there are some cancers that are
experienced by women that are captured by that presumption.

As | said, there are two different types of firefighter here:
There is the one who works in the municipal environment and
the one who works in the environment — in the wild — and
those ones are not exposed to the same toxins as the other
firefighters. Now, | have asked the department — the Workers’
Compensation Health and Safety Board — to examine the cost
implications of adding a presumption to the wildland
firefighting teams. That work is ongoing, and | expect it fairly
soon. The actuaries are working on that. It would actually lead
to rate increases, not only to the government, but also to one of
the rate groups. I believe that it is “Resources and transportation
low” — and the implications to that rate group would be quite
extensive were this presumption to be added into the rate base.
That would lead to increased rates immediately, because the
presumption to long-term illness has to be booked according to
actuarial rules right out of the hop, or so I’'m led to believe.

I am currently looking at the implications for that addition
into the act that is before this House at the moment. Again, the
cost of that is currently estimated — the initial estimate is in the
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millions of dollars and would have quite a substantial increase
to one of the rate groups, as well as government. What we have
to balance here is whether the evidence supports doing that,
because we do have full-time, part-time, volunteer — and
wildland firefighters are entitled to compensation benefits if
they suffer a cardiac arrest while participating in an emergency
response or within 24 hours of the end of actively participating
in an emergency response.

In talking to my colleague across the floor and bringing up
the presumptions that have been bestowed upon wildland
firefighters in BC, one of the things that they were looking for
was the presumption for cardiac. That actually is captured in
the territory for wildland firefighters. The other thing that is
captured for wildland firefighters in the territory is the PTSD
presumption. Again, they are, like all employees, captured in
that, which was something bestowed upon BC wildland
firefighters, and it is actually already in effect and cued up to
become the norm here in the territory as well.

Wildland firefighters in Yukon are not typically exposed
to burning manufactured materials that structural firefighters
deal with. The International Association of Fire Fighters has
raised concerns that these manufactured materials specifically
release significant amounts of carcinogenic materials when
they burn, thereby increasing the cancer risk. That is why those
firefighters are captured and our wildland firefighters are not
— because they are not seen to be exposed.

That doesn’t mean that, under a presumption, a wildland
firefighter — were they to develop a cancer in later years and
had the terms of service and had potential exposures to these
carcinogens and toxins — would not get WCB; it is quite the
opposite. If they were exposed to these things, they could
actually get coverage for their cancer treatment in the future.
The presumption just basically skips the whole assessment
process that a wildland firefighter would have to go through if
they develop pancreatic cancer in later life. But that doesn’t
mean to say they would not be covered under the WCB
legislation. It just means that they would have to go through an
assessment based on what their exposure was. That’s also an
important piece.

There wasn’t an awful lot of discussion about this in the
act modernization consultation process. We asked the board to
engage the public on the government’s behalf in regard to
modernizing and amalgamating these two pieces of legislation.
Multiple channels were available for all Yukoners to provide
feedback and input, including local public meetings,
community visits, online surveys, written submissions, targeted
stakeholder meetings, and opportunities for one-on-one
sessions with board staff. The “what we heard” document was
released on August 20 and is available on the Engage Yukon
website. The engagement process was an opportunity for all
Yukoners to influence and enhance the future of workplace
safety and compensation in the Yukon for years to come.

Information related to this modernization consultation was
made available to all Yukoners on the website. Advertisements
ran in the Whitehorse Star and the Yukon News, and radio ads
were heard on CKRW and CHON FM. The consultation closed
on January 16, 2020. Advertisements were published on social

media platforms such as Facebook. Stakeholders and the
general public were invited to provide input during the
engagement process through several channels. A public open
house was held in Whitehorse on October 23. Three outreach
events were held in Whitehorse on November 6, 16, and 27,
2019. There were community visits in Haines Junction on
November 5, Watson Lake on November 20, Mayo on
December 2, and Dawson on December 3. Written submissions
could be e-mailed or dropped off at the workers’ compensation
office. Verbal input could be given through a phone number.
Two online surveys were published in French and English.
There were 10 external advisory group meetings made up of
representatives from government agencies, community
organizations, and stakeholder groups representing workers
and employers on October 13 and 31, November 14 and 28, and
December 11 and January 16 — the date is off here, but |
believe it was 2019. Workers’ compensation heard from several
individuals and groups outside of the public and stakeholder
meetings who brought forward issues of specific concern to
them. These submissions were included in the “what we heard”
report. The number of people actually asking for the
presumption to include wildland fires was slim to negligible.

Ms. White: | thank the minister for that diatribe. | am
hopeful that it means that he will be calling back the workers’
compensation legislation. The question that | asked is: Has the
minister had conversations with his own department, within
Wildland Fire Management, as to their feelings about it? That
is the question I asked. I'm not sure if I will get a different
response, so | will try again: Has the minister had conversations
within Wildland Fire Management about coverage for forest
firefighters?

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: | have had lots of discussions with
Wildland Fire over the last months. | have not heard the
presumption for wildland firefighters brought up in any of those
conversations.

Ms. White: | thank the minister for that short response.

It seems to be going super well for my questions today, so
I am going to follow up on something the minister and | spoke
about last on October 28, which is the proposed changes that
have been tabled but not brought forward for any sort of
conversation. Those are the changes to the Municipal Act and
the Assessment and Taxation Act. The last time we were up, |
had asked the minister different questions about that. One
question that | have right now is: Has, at any point in time, the
Department of Community Services looked at other programs
to run a building retrofit program? Have they looked at any
other avenues?

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: My predecessor is not here right
now, but | have spoken to him on several occasions. | have
actually been party to discussions we have had. Yes, the
Department of Community Services and the Yukon Housing
Corporation have looked at alternatives to delivering the
program this way, and we have communicated it as such to
municipalities. 1 have done that myself. I know that my
colleague has also spoken to them about this. There was a very
lengthy process of analysis about how to best deliver this
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program that would see our greenhouse gas emissions drop by
12 kilotonnes as outlined in Our Clean Future.

It is an important piece of our reduction targets. It will
make housing more affordable for Yukoners, and it will also
help our economy, as many people in the United States, the
president included, is talking about how adaptation to climate
change is actually a positive for the community. This is one
great example of that.

We did look at Yukon Housing Corporation as an
alternative. | think that this is where municipalities have, in
conversations with me, consistently asked if we could deliver
the program through Yukon Housing Corporation. We did look
at that.

The short answer is that it is not a good option for
Yukoners or the Government of Yukon for many reasons. For
one thing, the most important part is that delivering the program
through the Yukon Housing Corporation — the corporations
would have to offer a personal loan to the person applying to
the program. As | have discussed with the member opposite —
as we have had this discussion — that would, first of all,
increase the interest rate at which the loan can be offered right
off the hop. We are looking at an interest rate of the
Government of Canada lending rate plus 2.25 percent — | think
that is what they had to do to deliver the program that way.
Immediately, instead of seeing loans that would currently be
0.25 percent — some of the cheapest money in the country —
Yukoners would have to go through Yukon Housing
Corporation for a personal loan because it is a personal loan and
not tied to a property in any way, shape, or form. The interest
rate then goes higher, and the whole process changes. Then you
are forced to give people loans at a much higher interest rate.

The other piece is that, because it’s a personal loan, people
would be less willing to take it on. Not only is it a higher interest
rate, which puts in some impediments and makes it less
affordable for people, but it also then means that, if you are
thinking of selling your property in a couple of years, you may
not want to be saddled with a loan like this, as opposed to tying
it to your property and having it paid off over 15 years through
an assessment to your property, as is currently the process
through the well program and the rural electrification.
Municipalities have stepped up to do these programs in the past,
and so there is an understanding about how it would work.

The answer to the question, as | have said — as the member
opposite and | have had these conversations before — is that,
yes, the Department of Community Services and the Yukon
Housing Corporation have explored other avenues to deliver
this program and have discovered that, through that very
thorough analysis, the best way to deliver this program is with
municipalities through a local improvement charge. It makes
interest rates lower, it ties the loan to the property, it transfers
with the property, and it will allow the Yukon government —
with these amendments that we are putting forward — to
deliver this program in unincorporated rural communities next
summer, at the very least. With any luck, some of the
municipalities will also opt to sign on to this program and then
expand the program so that we can actually get to 2,000 homes
made far more efficient, saving their owners money, cutting our

greenhouse gas emissions, and helping our economy with the
cheapest money in the country.

Ms. White: | am hopeful that the minister has gotten
municipalities to sign on, unlike recently when we heard from
AYC that they still weren’t in support — the City of
Whitehorse before the last municipal election. Then, hopefully
when he gets communities onside, he will share that
information with all members of the House.

Speaking of sharing information, the minister mentioned
seeing the RTO decision and the notification that was sent out
to tenants in that mobile home park, and I’m hoping that the
minister can share a copy of that with me. So, | am just asking
for confirmation that the minister will share what was sent out
as a notification about the RTO decision.

Hon. Mr. Mostyn: | am happy to share the notification.

Chair: Is there any further general debate on Vote 51,
Department of Community Services?

Seeing none, we will proceed to line-by-line debate.

Ms. White: Pursuant to Standing Order 14.3, | request
the unanimous consent of Committee of the Whole to deem all
lines in Vote 51, Department of Community Services, cleared
or carried, as required.

Unanimous consent re deeming all lines in Vote 51,
Department of Community Services, cleared or
carried

Chair: The Member for Takhini-Kopper King has,
pursuant to Standing Order 14.3, requested the unanimous
consent of Committee of the Whole to deem all lines in
Vote 51, Department of Community Services, cleared or
carried, as required.

Is there unanimous consent?

All Hon. Members: Agreed.

Chair: Unanimous consent has been granted.

On Operation and Maintenance Expenditures

Total Operation and Maintenance Expenditures in the
amount of $12,896,000 agreed to

On Capital Expenditures

Total Capital Expenditures underexpenditure in the
amount of $2,280,000 agreed to

Total Expenditures in the amount of $10,616,000 agreed
to

Department of Community Services agreed to

Chair: The matter now before the Committee is general
debate on Vote 55, Department of Highways and Public Works,
in Bill No. 202, entitled Second Appropriation Act 2021-22.

Do members wish to take a brief recess?

All Hon. Members:  Agreed.

Ms. White: Madam Chair, is it possible to recess for
only five minutes, just due to the time of the day?

Chair: Committee of the Whole will recess for five
minutes.

Recess
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Chair: Order, please. Committee of the Whole will now
come to order.

The matter before the Committee is general debate on
Vote 55, Department of Highways and Public Works, in Bill
No. 202, entitled Second Appropriation Act 2021-22.

Is there any general debate?

Department of Highways and Public Works

Hon. Mr. Clarke: Thank you for the opportunity to
speak on the Highways and Public Works supplementary
budget request for fiscal year 2021-22. | would like to introduce
my officials. To my left, we have Sherri Young, and to my
right, Deputy Minister Paul McConnell.

I have a few comments and certainly understand that there
will be further discussion in future days.

I would like to highlight a few matters in relation to
Highways and Public Works and also highlight the budgetary
requests for which Highways and Public Works is coming to
the Legislative Assembly to seek spending authority.

First, 1 would like to talk about the First Nations
procurement policy that our government implemented in full on
October 4 of this year. Over a period of nine months, the
industry working group was established to provide a forum for
interested stakeholders to voice their input as tools and
processes were developed to support the implementation of this
policy.

I would like to thank the stakeholders who attended these
meetings. The discussions that took place contributed to the
way we designed the modern review committee, bid value
reductions, the process of First Nation business verification, as
well as other operational requirements that will contribute to
the success of this policy. Consultation on the policy and
legislation changes can be challenging, and, in fact, on certain
files, it can be more than just focusing on technical aspects.

A stakeholder might ask: Why is a First Nation
procurement policy required? Is my current business
responsible for past injustices? | would respond that, broadly,
indigenous people have been excluded from the prosperity that
has resulted from modern Canadian nation-building, and most
of them still are. This is about historic reparation and we are
attempting to fix the relationship going forward.

Reconciliation has many facets. It is ceremony, it is justice,
but arguably it is also creating favourable circumstances to
boost economic growth for a segment of the population that has
been historically excluded, marginalized, and oppressed. As
society and as a government, we have decided to move in the
direction of reconciliation, and we are taking concrete steps to
get there.

In mid-September, | travelled to Dawson City on the
traditional territory of the Tr’ondék Hwéch’in. On my way up
the north Klondike Highway, | saw the national trade corridors
fund resources being deployed impressively on various projects
along the road. We are upgrading critical sections of the north
Klondike Highway over the next decade. These construction
projects will increase safety, improve driving conditions, and
better connect the Yukon. These road sections will be
constructed to a higher standard and will increase the resilience

of the highway to climate change consequences by installing
erosion control and oversize culverts as we face increased
variability in precipitation, runoff, and intermittent permafrost.

If you drove up to Dawson this summer, you will have seen
that we are rehabilitating bridges such as the structure at Moose
Creek, as well as replacing others such as the previously
suboptimal approach at Crooked Creek, situated just south of
Stewart Crossing.

In total, we aim to reconstruct 209 kilometres of the north
Klondike Highway through this funding envelope over the
course of this decade. With the thawing permafrost in some of
these sections, these are indeed major undertakings as we
attempt to rehabilitate our road infrastructure to maximize
climate resilience.

Speaking of major undertakings, accompanied by my
Highways and Public Works officials, | witnessed and learned
details on the construction of the Dempster fibre line. | was very
impressed by the progress made so far and, in particular, the
lack of obvious impact of the already placed fibre line along the
Dempster Highway right-of-way.

There are certainly challenges ahead, including a number
of significant tunnelling stretches under creeks and rivers,
including the mighty Mackenzie River.

Also on the north highway crossing, in the Stewart
Crossing to Dawson corridor, in the 1990s and 2000s when |
was doing my once-every-two-months court circuits in
Dawson, | recall some of the sections. There was thick
vegetation — almost tunnel-like — with an almost natural
canopy of deciduous leaves greeting motorists. Today, our
planned annual extensive brushing schedule, combined with
our road traffic volume classification system, attempts to
ensure that the high- and relatively high-volume portions of our
5,000-plus kilometre road infrastructure are cleared and
brushed with predictable regularity in order to make best efforts
to ensure the safety of the Yukon driving public.

I want to commend the department for moving swiftly on
the requests made from Yukoners on specific brushing areas of
safety concern and of potholes of significance. Some alerts
came directly to my office, and some came helpfully from
colleagues from across the floor.

I also recall, in the first few weeks of me being in this
position, that there were a number of washouts that had to be
dealt with expertly by the skilled staff and employees of
Highways and Public Works. In certain areas, we also face the
invasive plant species, specifically sweet clover, that have
made the need for brushing in some segments more frequent.

I am now pleased to speak specifically about the
Department of Highways and Public Works supplementary
budget for the 2021-22 fiscal year. The Department of
Highways and Public Works is responsible for public roads
throughout the territory — their construction, maintenance, and
the clearing of the rights-of-way.

Also, the department supports the rest of government
through a centralized network by sourcing office supplies and
by providing assistance with fleet vehicles, printing,
publishing, procurement, mail delivery, and government travel.
On top of that, Highways and Public Works manages and
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maintains 28 airports and aerodromes, along with roughly 500
buildings and facilities such as schools and office spaces. With
all of these tasks to manage, we must be strategic and make
prudent choices with spending so that we can provide the best
possible service to Yukoners.

Despite a high level of care and attention, it is nearly
impossible to predict everything that happens in a year,
particularly this year with historically excessive melt from
record snowfalls in the southern Yukon, as well as the ongoing
pandemic response, which commenced, as we all know, in
March 2020.

The total supplementary budget for Highways and Public
Works is an increase of $8,776,000. Of that amount,
$5,256,000 is recoverable from Canada. | would like to give
more detail about the highlights of the supplementary budget.

As members of this House will know, this year we
experienced unusual weather events, some of which were, in
fact, record-breaking. In fact, in early April, the amount of
snow on the ground in certain areas of southern Yukon was
nearly 300 percent above normal. When the snow melted, it
caused a number of road washouts; therefore, a $1.5-million
increase to the department’s budget was needed to repair
emergency road washouts, ensuring that our highways were
safe and accessible for Yukoners. This is just one example of
how unanticipated weather events can significantly impact the
department’s budget and require additional resources.

Equally important to responding to emergency
transportation issues is ensuring that the department has the
right equipment to keep the Yukon highway network
operational. This equipment is vital to ensuring that Yukoners
can access reliable transportation links that get them where they
need to go. To meet equipment replacement cost increases, we
were required to increase the road and airport equipment
revolving fund by $1.3 million. As well, the impacts of the
COVID-19 pandemic continue to affect our spending this fiscal
year. This year, we saw a $5.2-million increase to continue
supporting the Yukon aviation industry, which is 100-percent
recoverable from Canada; 12 aviation companies benefitted
from this funding, as this sector has predictably been among the
hardest hit during the COVID-19 global pandemic. We hear
anecdotally that our aviation sector has shown some promising
signs of recovery this past summer, but our government
certainly recognizes that there is still ground to make up in
order to reach pre-pandemic levels.

As well, Highways and Public Works has also contributed
$300,000 toward the contract for the COVID-19 call centre,
which allowed Yukoners to access comprehensive and accurate
information.

Lastly, we increased our budget by $220,000 to support
additional cleaning measures for schools to make sure that our
students are, and continue to be, kept safe during the global
pandemic.

We are committed to meeting the needs of Yukoners while
responding to external spending pressures and balancing those
pressures with our plans in a fiscally responsible manner.
Moving forward, the Department of Highways and Public
Works will continue the vital work of keeping our

transportation systems moving, our information flowing, and
our buildings running safely and reliably all year long.

I want to conclude my comments by thanking the hard-
working, dedicated, and creative individuals at the Department
of Highways and Public Works. It is an honour to serve as their
minister.

Mr. Kent: | thank the minister for his opening remarks
and welcome his officials as well.

| just wanted to start with some questions about a news
release that went out today regarding the Yukon Resource
Gateway program and the awarding of the Carmacks bypass
project at $29.6 million, according to the news release.

There will be a series of questions on this, but when I look
at his mandate letter, on page 3, it says that the minister has a
leadership role in ensuring that the commitments under Our
Clean Future are realized, including — the second bullet down
— conducting climate risk assessments of all major
transportation infrastructure projects above $10 million that are
built or funded by the Government of Yukon. Clearly, this
Yukon Resource Gateway project falls into that category.

I know that we are running short on time here today, but
I’m curious if the minister can provide us with details of that
climate risk assessment, when it was done, and what the results
were.

Hon. Mr. Clarke: In the spring of 2019, a project
agreement for the Carmacks bypass component was signed by
the Little Salmon Carmacks First Nation. The project includes
construction of a new road and bridge that will allow industrial
vehicles to bypass the community of Carmacks, creating an
enhanced and safer flow of traffic for residents. It will also
improve access to mining activities while enabling the Little
Salmon Carmacks First Nation to benefit from contracting,
education, and training benefits associated with the project.

As the member opposite will know, on November 8, 2021,
Pelly Construction was awarded the $29.6-million contract to
construct the new road and bridge. This project is a key
component under the Yukon Resource Gateway program and a
collaborative effort between the Yukon government and the
Little Salmon Carmacks First Nation. Right-of-way clearing
began in 2020, and the project is still anticipated to be complete
in 2024.

| certainly hear the member opposite’s question with
respect to the climate risk analysis. | have a not insignificant
note that | will get into, likely tomorrow, with respect to
Highways and Public Works’ response to Our Clean Future. |
will certainly provide some additional information with respect
to that specific question, but certainly all of the projects that are
being considered now with respect to road building, Resource
Gateway, and the national trade corridors fund will all have a
climate lens with respect to climate resilience, creating stronger
infrastructure in the roads so that there is greater resilience both
to intermittent permafrost and upgrading as much of the north
Klondike Highway to the BST-3 standard to allow for more
significant loads in the spring breakup season, among others.

As stated, | have a lot of notes on the climate resilience
piece that I will continue to share with the House, likely as early
as tomorrow.
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Madam Chair, seeing the time, I move that you report
progress.

Chair: It has been moved by the Member for Riverdale
North that the Chair report progress.

Motion agreed to

Hon. Mr. Streicker:
resume the Chair.

Chair: It has been moved by the Member for Mount
Lorne-Southern Lakes that the Speaker do now resume the
Chair.

Motion agreed to

I move that the Speaker do now

Speaker resumes the Chair

Speaker: 1 will now call the House to order.
May the House have a report from the Chair of Committee
of the Whole?

Chair’s report

Ms. Blake: Mr. Speaker, Committee of the Whole has
considered Bill No. 202, entitled Second Appropriation Act
2021-22, and directed me to report progress.

Speaker: You have heard the report from the Chair of
Committee of the Whole.

Are you agreed?

Some Hon. Members:

Speaker:

Agreed.
I declare the report carried.
Hon. Mr. Streicker: | move that the House do now
adjourn.

Speaker: It has been moved by the Government House
Leader that the House do now adjourn.

Motion agreed to

Speaker: This House now stands adjourned until
1:00 p.m. tomorrow.

The House adjourned at 5:30 p.m.

The following documents were filed November 8, 2021:

35-1-15

Nasal Naloxone, letter re (dated November 8, 2021) from
Bronte Renwick-Shields, Executive Director, Blood Ties Four
Directions Centre, Peter Johnston, Grand Chief, Council of
Yukon First Nations, Kristina Craig, Executive Director,
Yukon Anti-Poverty Coalition, Kate Mechan, Executive
Director, Safe at Home Society Yukon, Aja Mason, Executive
Director, Yukon Status of Women Council, Barbara
Mclnerney, Executive Director, Women’s Transition Home,
Jillian Hardie, Executive Director, Challenge Disability
Resource Group, Véronique Maggiore, Interim Executive
Director, Victoria Faulkner Women’s Centre, and Dave
Blottner, Executive Director, Food Bank Society of

Whitehorse, to Hon. Tracy-Anne McPhee, Minister of Health
and Social Services (White)

35-1-16

COVID-19 elementary school measures, letter re (dated
November 7, 2021) from Fraser Pearce and parents of
elementary school children to Hon. Jeanie McLean, Minister of
Education, Hon. Tracy-Anne McPhee, Minister of Health and
Social Services, Kate White, Leader of the Third Party, Brad
Cathers, Member for Lake Laberge, Scott Kent, Member for
Copperbelt South, and Annie Blake, Member for Vuntut
Gwitchin (White)

Written notice was given of the following motions
November 8, 2021:

Motion No. 200
Re: Naloxone nasal spray (White)

Motion No. 201
Re: public inquiry into the handling of the sexual assaults
at Hidden Valley Elementary School (Dixon)

Motion No. 202
Re: making information from the chief medical officer of
health public (Cathers)
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Yukon Legislative Assembly
Whitehorse, Yukon
Tuesday, November 9, 2021 — 1:00 p.m.

Speaker: 1 will now call the House to order.

At this time, we will proceed with prayers.

Prayers
DAILY ROUTINE

Speaker: We will proceed at this time with the Order
Paper.

INTRODUCTION OF VISITORS

Hon. Mr. Streicker: Mr. Speaker, can we please
welcome to the gallery today — s’il vous plait, pouvons-nous
accueillir — Leslie Larbalestrier et son mari, Philippe
Grégoire; Jocelyne Isabelle, directrice de la Garderie du petit
cheval blanc; Laurie Trottier, avec L’Aurore boréale;
Jean-Sébastien  Blais, président, Commission scolaire
francophone du Yukon; Gregory Torres, agent de projet en
immigration;  Isabelle  Salesse, directrice  générale,
I’ Association franco-yukonnaise; Manon Moreau,
sous-ministre de la Direction des services en francais;
André Bourcier, directeur de la Direction des services
en frangais; Nancy Power, gestionnaire, communication et
politique de la Direction des services en frangais.

Applause

Hon. Mr. Clarke: For the Porcupine caribou herd
tribute, we have the Deputy Minister of Environment,
Manon Moreau, who is wearing two hats today, and
Christine Cleghorn.

Applause

Speaker: Are there any tributes?

TRIBUTES

In recognition of National Francophone Immigration
Week

Hon. Mr. Streicker: Monsieur le Président, le Yukon
est la troisiéme juridiction la plus bilingue du Canada. Cela
nous fait une destination tres attirante pour les immigrants
francophones. Je prends la parole aujourd’hui pour souligner la
neuviéme édition de la Semaine nationale de I’immigration
francophone. Ayant pour théme « Une francophonie aux mille
saveurs », cet événement nous invite & célébrer la diversité
autour de nous et a mieux connaitre les autres.

C’est a l’occasion de cette semaine que je tiens a
mentionner le travail d’une Yukonnaise remarquable, Madame
Leslie Larbalestrier. Elle-méme immigrante, Leslie a quitté sa
Belgique natale pour s’installer au Yukon il y a plus de 15 ans.
Elle a laissé sa marque dans de nombreux organismes
francophones a Whitehorse au fil des ans. Leslie occupe
aujourd’hui le poste d’adjointe a la direction a la Garderie du
petit cheval blanc de Whitehorse, ou elle continue de se
démarquer par son ardeur au travail.

Dans le cadre de ses fonctions, Leslie participe chaque
année au Forum Mobilité Destination Canada ou elle
accompagne des immigrants et immigrantes qui cherchent a
s’installer au Yukon. Cet événement est ['une des stratégies
gagnantes de la garderie pour recruter des professionnels et des
étudiants en petite enfance qui se joindront a 1’équipe de la
garderie. Ses efforts permettent ainsi d’amener du personnel
qualifié¢ au Yukon, de combler des postes-clés dans la
communauté et de renforcer la vitalité de la Franco-Yukonnie.
Leslie tisse des liens avec ces futures immigrants et
immigrantes et les appuie dans leurs démarches d’immigration,
que ce soit pour obtenir un visa de travail ou pour remplir leurs
documents d’immigration. Elle les prend également sous son
aile dés leur arrivée au Yukon pour les aider a s’intégrer dans
leur nouveau milieu de travail et au sein de la communauté. Ce
soutien peut prendre plusieurs formes, comme faciliter la
rencontre vers d’autres francophones pour les aider ou
organiser des voyages de camping.

Leslie incarne parfaitement I’esprit de la Semaine
nationale de I’immigration francophone. Elle favorise les
échanges et encourage les Yukonnais et Yukonnaises a se
soutenir I’'un ’autre. Je salue donc Leslie qui joue un rdle
essentiel pour s’assurer que les familles ont accés aux services
dont ils ont besoin et qui fait du Yukon un endroit ou il fait bon
vivre pour tous et toutes. Je vous invite a prendre part aux
diverses activités organisées cette semaine par les organismes
francophones.

Monsieur le Président, un grand merci au ministére du
Développement économique et a I’AFY pour I’excellent travail
qu’ils font pour soutenir I’'immigration francophone.

Bonne Semaine de I’immigration francophone a tous et a
toutes.

Applause

Ms. Clarke: Merci, Mr. Speaker. | rise on behalf of the
Yukon Party Official Opposition to recognize the importance
of francophone immigration to Canada and between our
provinces and territories. From November 7 to 13, we are
celebrating the 9" edition of National Francophone
Immigration Week.

This year’s theme is “The thousand flavours of la
francophonie”, which is a nice reminder that we are all bound
together by our different varieties of cuisine, but also by the
many flavours of culture and tradition.

Since the 1800s, the franco-yukonnais have participated
fully in the community, cultural, and economic life of the
Yukon. They seek to improve the quality of life of all Yukoners
while preserving their francophone culture. Early on, they had
an active role in the social and political life of the territory,
emerging from the time of the gold rush and continuing on to
the present day. What started out as an initiative of new
dedicated individuals quickly evolved into an energetic
collective enterprise.

In 1979, francophones got together and formed the
Association  franco-yukonnaise —  AFY. Officially
incorporated in 1982, AFY is a one-stop shop that offers many
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services in French, particularly in job search, reception, and
integration of newcomers in training.

Over the years, francophones in the Yukon have set up a
number of organizations to ensure the sustainability of their
community. Today, these francophone organizations and
institutions have contributed to the development of the Yukon.
Each of these organizations creates jobs and offers a variety of
services.

According to the Canada 2016 census, 1,575 residents of
the Yukon identified as francophone. As we welcome new
Yukoners every year, we are sure to see that this number has
grown when 2021 numbers are released.

The francophone community has had such an incredible
impact in the territory. Several Yukon employers have
experimented with hiring employees through the Destination
Canada Mobility Forum, which is held each year in France and
Belgium.

We continue to see increasing interest from parents around
French immersion enrolment. This is wonderful to see. Having
a second language is an asset to anyone.

When | came to Canada 26 years ago, | hung out with the
French community. | discovered that there are a lot of
similarities in our cultures. This is where | learned my English
with a French accent. | am proud of the diverse territory that the
Yukon has grown to become. Every culture contributes so
much to our social fabric. Let’s build community through

diversity.
Merci a tout le monde.
Applause
Ms. White: Merci, Monsieur le Président. Je suis

heureuse de me lever aujourd’hui au nom du NPD du Yukon
pour parler de la Semaine de I’immigration francophone.

La francophonie est une partie importante de la culture
canadienne. Comme éléve d’immersion francaise pendant toute
ma scolarité, j’ai eu le plaisir d’apprendre tant de choses sur
cette culture riche et diverse.

La francophonie du Canada comprend tant de provinces et
de territoires, de pays d’origine, d’accents, de -cultures,
d’ethnicités, de religions, d’expériences et d’expressions. C’est
la richesse de I’immigration et la richesse de notre propre pays
qui se rencontrent.

La francophonie, ou la francophilie, se retrouve sur tous les
continents.

Dans notre territoire, la Franco-Yukonnie est pleine de
vitalité. Je suis fiére de faire partie, méme a titre d’invitée, de
cette communauté.

La Semaine de I’immigration francophone nous rappelle
aussi qu’il est important de continuer les discussions amorcées
partout au Canada: les discussions sur les discriminations
raciales, les oppressions, la — je suis en pratique, pardon,
encore une fois — réconciliation avec les peuples autochtones.
La francophonie Canadienne a son réle a jouer pour batir un
avenir inclusif pour toutes et pour tous.

Cette semaine est aussi I’opportunité de rendre hommages
aux personnes immigrantes du Canada — les personnes
francophones, mais aussi les personnes de toutes langues, et de

tout pays d’origine. Pas uniquement pour leur apport aux arts
et & la culture, mais pour leur apport a I’économie, a
I’éducation, a I’environnement, a la santé, a I’industrie et au
tourisme, ou encore a la vitalité générale du territoire.

Merci, Monsieur.

Applause

In recognition of the Porcupine caribou herd

Hon. Mr. Clarke: | rise today to pay tribute to and
acknowledge the efforts of our partners in the ongoing
protection of the Porcupine caribou herd and its habitat.
Caribou are an iconic northern species.

The Porcupine caribou herd is very healthy and is currently
one of the largest caribou herds in the world. The Porcupine
caribou herd’s range covers over 250,000 square kilometres of
northern tundra and taiga in Alaska, the Yukon, and Northwest
Territories. The herd is ecologically and culturally important to
the First Nation and Inuvialuit peoples across this region who
have a connection to the caribou that spans millennia.

In northern communities, where the cost of healthy food
can be a financial barrier, caribou is an essential food source.
The last population survey in 2017 estimated the herd to be at
218,000 animals — the highest estimate since population
monitoring began in the 1970s. The size of the herd is a
testament to its healthy and abundant habitat and the strength
of the co-management structure that the Government of Yukon
is proud to be part of.

The herd is co-managed by the parties to the Porcupine
Caribou Management Agreement, comprised of: the
governments of Yukon, Canada, and Northwest Territories; the
Inuvialuit Game Council; the Gwich’in Tribal Council; Vuntut
Gwitchin First Nation; the Tr’ondék Hwéch’in; and the First
Nation of Na-Cho Nyé&k Dun. Through the Porcupine Caribou
Management Board, we work together to ensure that the herd
will remain strong. Maintaining this collaborative relationship
is important. | actually just met with the Porcupine Caribou
Management Board on October 15, where we talked about the
board’s priorities, including integrating indigenous knowledge
to inform management decisions.

Regular monitoring since the 1970s tells us that during
their calving period, the herd is spread across the coastal plain
of Alaska and the Yukon. Indigenous knowledge that dates
much further back from the 1970s tells the same story.

Because the parties share harvest information, we have a
very clear picture of what is happening with the herd and we
are able to make management decisions based on strong
information. In the Yukon, the herd’s most sensitive habitat is
protected from development by the Ivvavik and Vuntut national
parks and through treaties and government agreements for the
Yukon North Slope and adjacent habitats.

In Alaska, the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge has been an
important conservation area. The herd’s most critical calving
grounds are located in the refuge. The Government of Yukon
supports protection of the Porcupine caribou herd’s critical
calving and post-calving season grounds in Alaska’s Arctic
National Wildlife Refuge.
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Partnerships and agreements with indigenous, territorial,
state, and federal governments strengthen our ability to protect
this important herd and its habitat. | would like to highlight the
advocacy efforts of the Vuntut Gwitchin First Nation and
acknowledge the leadership of indigenous partners in gaining
commitments from international banks to stop oil and gas
development in the refuge. | would also like to thank Joe
Tetlichi for his years of guidance and leadership as the chair of
the Porcupine Caribou Management Board. Your commitment
to caribou carries our work forward.

As a government, we continue to implement the Porcupine
Caribou Management Agreement and Inuvialuit Final
Agreement by contributing to Porcupine caribou herd
management activities. We will work with all partners
including the Porcupine Caribou Management Board, the
International Porcupine Caribou Board, the Wildlife
Management Advisory Council (North Slope), Government of
Northwest Territories, Government of Canada, First Nations
and Inuvialuit, the State of Alaska, and the United States of
America. These partnerships have existed for decades and are
essential for the continued conservation of this iconic herd and
its habitat.

We must do all we can together to sustain this herd as the
herd has sustained us for generations.

Applause

Ms. Blake: | rise today on behalf of the Yukon NDP and
the Yukon Party to pay tribute to the Porcupine caribou herd.

Each fall season, the Porcupine caribou make their way
across the borders within the traditional territories of the
Gwich’in Nation. The Gwich’in Nation represents one of the
most northerly indigenous people living at the limits of the
boreal forest. The Gwich’in Nation spans across the borders of
the Northwest Territories, Yukon, and Alaska and includes 15
Gwich’in communities.

The Porcupine caribou herd is the heart of the Gwich’in
culture and is our main staple of food year-round. The sacred
connection between us, as a people, and the Porcupine caribou
is thousands of years old. The Porcupine caribou herd continues
to hold a strong presence within every aspect of the Gwich’in
people’s existence. Our deeply embedded connection is
captured in the essence of our oral history. The caribou is a part
of our lifeline from the time we are in our mother’s womb until
long after we are gone.

A sacred ceremony quietly unfolds when the caribou arrive
within the traditional territory of the Vuntut Gwitchin. Stories
are exchanged across kitchen tables about our ancestors’
traditional teachings of depending on and respecting the
caribou herd. Excitement fills the homes as men prepare for
their hunt. Young boys help with excitement as they too prepare
to hunt their first caribou and the women prepare their kitchens
to work with a harvest that will soon be brought home. Every
part of the caribou is used for food, tools, and clothing. The
Porcupine caribou nourishes us as a people spiritually, keeps us
connected to our lands, and sustains our culture while providing
strength to us as a people. When there is no caribou for

extended periods, we feel it as a people. The Porcupine caribou
herd is medicine to who we are as Gwich’in.

Our existence and ability to survive for thousands of years
is interconnected with the Porcupine caribou herd. The
Gwich’in Nation has worked tirelessly for the protection of the
Arctic National Wildlife Refuge, which is the calving grounds
of the Porcupine caribou herd. Legislative action is still needed
to permanently protect these lands and our culture.

Each spring, the Porcupine caribou herd journeys to their
calving grounds in the coastal plains of the Arctic National
Wildlife Refuge, which is also recognized by the Gwich’in as
“lizhik Gwats’an Gwandaii Goodlit”, which translates to “The
Sacred Place Where Life Begins”. The Arctic National Wildlife
Refuge provides pristine wilderness, rich with the freshest
waters, the greenest pastures, and vast open lands for animal