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Electoral Systems – An Overview of Select Systems



The Question of Electoral System Reform 

FOR

• Broken 
• Unfixable
• Not representative
• Democratic

AGAINST

• Flawed 
• Fixable 
• Proven
• Simple



Electoral Systems Considerations

• 3 of 9 Electoral System Principals – stable and effective government, identification 
of decision makers and accountability, simple and practical 

• Characteristics:  Ballot type, # of candidates per district, procedure to determine 
winners, thresholds  

• Administration impacts:

• Plurality – No major impacts. 
• Majority – ballot type and procedure to determine winners.  Vote calculation 

more complex.  No major impacts.
• Proportional representation – ballot type, # candidates per district, procedure 

to determine winners. 



Electoral Administration – electoral reform considerations

• Reduced elector residency requirements (from one year)

• Residential address proof or residence (mailing addresses and declarations)

• Temporary resident definition  (allows workers option to vote in district where working)

• Election Officer Eligibility (16/17 year olds, Yukoners otherwise eligible except for 1 yr
residency) 

• Vote Anywhere (initially vote at any Advance Polls for any district) 

• Referendum mandate for Elections Yukon (not part of Elections Act)

• Ballot Design (to include candidate picture)



Electoral Administration – electoral reform considerations

• Tie after a recount (by election process versus draw of lots)

• Boundary Commission appointments (allow EDBC prior to May 2023)

• Introduce internet Voting (as an option to cast special ballots)

• Expanded election financing requirements (set limits and additional reporting 
requirements)

• Repatriate Elections Act responsibility to Legislative Office as for other house officers 
(from ECO)

• Repeal and replace Elections Act (updated and plain language)



Electoral Administration – Electoral Reform Considerations

Electoral Districts

• Number of Electoral Districts

• Electoral District Boundaries  

• Electoral District Quotients and Variances



Electoral Administration – Electoral Reform Considerations

Statutory Provisions

• Elections Act Alignment

• Nomination Process

• Identification

• Electoral District Boundary Commission
• Fixed Election Date
• Election Periods

• Urban/Rural 

• Referendums



Electoral Administration – Electoral Reform Considerations

Elections Yukon 

• Mandate
• Capacity
• Change Management and Transition
• Readiness Workload
• Potential of Administering 2 Electoral Systems 
• Timelines to Implement 
• Elections Yukon Office
• Election Technology
• Public Awareness



Electoral Systems – An Overview of Select Systems

• First Past the Post (plurality)

• Alternate Vote  (majoritarian)

• Proportional Representation (proportional)

• Mixed Member Proportional (proportional)

• Single Transferrable Vote (proportional)

• Dual Member Proportional (proportional)



Thank You for the Opportunity to Present 

electionsyukon.ca     maxwell.harvey@electionsyukon.ca (867) 667-8683 (VOTE)       

mailto:maxwell.harvey@electionsyukon.ca
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