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April 2, 1981 YUKON HANSARD 

Whitehorse, Yukon 
Thursday, Apri l 2, 1981 

Mr. Speaker: I w i l l now cal l the House to order. 
We w i l l proceed at this t ime w i t h Prayers . 
Prayers 
Hon. Mr. Pearaon: M r . Speaker, I rise on a point of p r i ­

vilege this af ternoon. I would l ike to ask the House to jo in w i t h 
me in paying special congratulations to our Sergeant-at-Arms, 
M r . G . I . Cameron. On Sunday, G . I . , or Cam, or M r . Cameron, 
w i l l be leaving to go to Ottawa to be invested by the Governor 
General w i t h the Order of Canada. 

G . I . , on behalf of a l l o f us, congratulations to you. 
Applause 
Mr. Speaker: The Chair and the House off icers would cer­

ta in ly jo in me, as w e l l , i n expressing our Congratulations to our 
Sergeant-at-Arms. 

We w i l l now proceed to the Order Paper. 

D A I L Y R O U T I N E 

Mr. Speaker: Are there any Returns or Documents for 
Tabling? 

Reports of Standing or Special Committees? 
Petitions? 
Reading or Receiving of Petitions? 
Introduct ion o f Bil ls? 
Are there any Notices of Mot ion fo r the production of papers? 
Notices of Motion? 

N O T I C E O F MOTION 
Mr. Veale: M r . Speaker, I would l ike to give notice of a 

motion that reads as fo l lows: 
Moved by myse l f and seconded by the Member fo r Kluane, 

that this Assembly urge the Government to amend the Com­
pensation for Victims of Crime Ordinance, by including the 
fa i lu re of a motor is t to insure his vehicle in the def in i t ion of 
c r ime . 

Mr. Speaker: Are there any fu r the r Notices of Motion? 
Are there any Statements by Ministers? 
This then br ings us to the Question period. Have you any 

questions? 

Q U E S T I O N P E R I O D 

Question re: School Tax Increase 
. Mr. Veale: M r . Speaker, I note that, although there was no 

mention in the Budget Speech — unless I missed i t — t h e school 
tax collected by the municipal i t ies and paid to this Te r r i t o r i a l 
Government has been increased f r o m .30 to .34 o f the property 
assessment, representing a 13 percent increase. Would the 
Government Leader c o n f i r m that this tax increase w i l l take 
place and exp la in , i f i t was not mentioned i n the Budget 
Speech, why that was omitted? 

Hon. Mr. Pearson: Wel l , M r . Speaker, I believe that the tax 
increase I cannot reca l l whether i t was specif ical ly men­
tioned in the Budget Speech or no t—bu t we advised this House 
last year that i t was our intention to peg the rate o f tax wi th 
respect to schools at 11.5 percent of the Operations and Mainte­
nance Budget o f that department. 

M r . Speaker, if i t went up 13 percent dur ing the course of this 
year, then the tax that we are going to collect on schools goes up 
13 percent, as w e l l . 

The percentage increase is s t r i c t ly a mathemat ica l one; the 
Honourable Member is correct. Last year it was .3 percent; 
this year it is .34 percent; that is the rate. The municipal i t ies 
are being not i f ied . We have to set that rate by A p r i l 1, and 
no t i fy the municipal i t ies so that they can get their work done. 
There is no magic about the thing, other than that we deter­
mined that it was going to cost us this much to r u n our schools 
dur ing the course o f the year. It is pegged at 11.5 percent, and 
that is What the taxes that we collect should be. 
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Mr. Veale: Does the Government Leader agree that the 
school tax, i n par t icu lar this increase's being announced as 
late as i t is, bites into the tax base of the municipali t ies? 

Hon. Mr. Pearson: No, M r . Speaker, I do not agree at a l l . I t 
is a fac t that this Te r r i t o ry has t radi t ional ly collected school 
taxes in this manner fo r a lot of years. Now, M r . Speaker, I a m 
not suggesting that just because i t has been done fo r a lot of 
years that i t is the best way. But at the present t ime , i t is our 
perception that i t is the only way for us to go. 

Mr. Veale: M r . Speaker, i t is we l l known that the per capita 
grant that the Government gives to municipal i t ies has been 
frozen since 1972. Because of this increased tax bite that the 
Te r r i t o r i a l Government takes out of the munic ipa l tax base, 
would the Government agree to some in t e r im measure, fo r this 
year only , to assist the communit ies and the municipal i t ies in 
meeting their obligations? Would the Government Leader con­
sider an i n t e r i m financial assistance package, pr ior to the 
passage of the Municipal Finance Ordinance? 

Hon. Mr. Pearaon: M r . Speaker, the municipal i t ies have 
the capabi l i ty to negotiate w i t h this Government. I t intrigues 
me that the Honourable Leader o f the Opposition seems to be 
assuming that role. 

M r . Speaker, we have been upfront and clear on what our 
intentions have been a l l of the t ime , w i t h respect to munic ipa l i ­
ties. We w i l l be tabl ing a paper w i t h respect to the munic ipa l 
aid in the House, dur ing the course of this Session. I a m not 
prepared to give the Leader of the Opposition any commit ­
ments at a l l . 

Question re: Electrical Power Subsidies 
Mr. Penikett: I have a question fo r the Minis ter of Finance, 

or the Government Leader in that capacity. The other day, M r . 
Speaker, the Minis ter undertook to answer m y questions about 
electr ical subsidies. I wonder i f the Government Leader has an 
answer for me at this t ime. 

Hon. Mr. Pearson: Yes, M r . Speaker. I mentioned to the 
Honourable Member that I did f a i l to reply yesterday. 

I n reply to the Honourable Member ' s question, the residen­
t i a l power support p rogram starts at zero consumption levels 
to a m a x i m u m of 700 k i lowat t hours monthly, at a base rate of 
the average re ta i l rate of 700 ki lowat t hours per month for 
residential services in Whitehorse. I n other words, users of 
residential e lect r ic i ty outside of Whitehorse are having — M r . 
Speaker, to answer the other par t of his question, this scheme 
is already in effect — their electr ical rates subsidized down to 
the Whitehorse rate fo r the first 700 k i lowat t hours per month. 
That scheme is now in effect . 

M r . Speaker, the next scheme is a heating assistance prog­
r a m . The costs of home heating o i l to pr ivate residential con­
sumers l i v i n g in Yukon w i l l be subsidized to b r ing these costs in 
line w i t h those prevai l ing in Whitehorse. The amount of the 
heating o i l to be subsidized w i l l be l i m i t e d to an annual max­
i m u m of 1,500 gallons per residential unit . 

Nor thern residents who are recipients of a heating subsidy or 
al lowance w i l l be excluded f r o m the p rog ram. There are 
Federal employess, I understand, who are receiving some sort 
of other assistance, and they w i l l not be el igible fo r this. 

This plan, l ike another one I have to announce, M r . Speaker, 
w i l l be in effect as quickly as i t can adminis t ra t ive ly be put into 
effect , but the key to both this and the other one is that they are 
going to be made retroact ive and effect ive f r o m A p r i l 1st, 1980. 
That is one year re t roac t iv i ty . There is a f a i r amount o f admi­
nis t ra t ive work that we are going to have to do here, because 
this Government is going to administer a l l three of these plans 
on behalf of the Federal Government. 

The commerc ia l power rate re l ie f p rogram is the power rate 
subsidy which is to be provided exclusively to smal l , non­
government, commerc ia l enterprises in Yukon, outside the 
Ci ty o f Whitehorse; i t w i l l be applied on the first 1,000 k i lowat t 
hours of monthly consumption o f each enterprise, fo r a total 
m a x i m u m of 12,000 k i lowat t hours per annum. I t w i l l be based 
on th i s d i f f e r e n c e be tween p o w e r costs i n the C i t y o f 
Whitehorse and the other areas of the Te r r i t o ry . The m a j o r 
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cr i ter ion in this one, M r . Speaker, is that a small business is 
considered to be one that does not gross in excess of $2 mi l l i on 
in a year. As I said, and I would l ike to reiterate, this p rogram 
as wel l w i l l come into force ef fec t ive A p r i l 1,1980. There w i l l be 
re t roact iv i ty involved in this one as wel l . 

Mr. Penikett: As I understand i t , the Federal Govern­
ment's, budget fo r these subsidies is i n the range of ha l f a 
mi l l i on dollars. Can the Government Leader say whether the 
retroactive programs which he has just announced are going to 
be to a m a x i m u m of that amount? Or is i t his intention to 
backf i l l , or provide backstop f inancing i f necessary? 

Hon. Mr. Pearson: No, M r . Speaker, these are Federal ly 
funded programs, and f r o m what I understand the Federal 
Government w i l l come up w i t h the funding that is required. 
Now, obviously, i f i t is a case of the money not being here when 
i t is supposed to be, then we are going to have to, as the Honour­
able Member has said " b a c k f i l l " at that point, but we would 
expect to be compensated fo r that. 

M r . Speaker, the reason fo r the discrepancy between the two 
budgets — I was able to ascertain that as well for the Honour­
able Member — is that our Budget only reflects the residential 
power support program. We d id not have, and real ly s t i l l do not 
have the f i n a l numbers as to exact ly what the Federal Govern­
ment is going to be making available, w i t h respect to the Heat­
ing Assistance P rog ram and the Commercia l Power Rate Re­
l ie f P rogram. So our Budget real ly . r i g h t now, only reflects the 
Residential Power Support P rogram. 

Mr. Penikett: I thank the Government Leader f o r his 
answer, speech, statement. Can the Government Leader te l l 
the House and, indirect ly through us, the consumers of the 
Yukon, whether, when people's bi l ls are credited fo r the con­
sumption last year, i f the credits w i l l be applied fo r the months 
of the highest power bi l ls , or i f he is going to be t r y i n g to rebate 
this money on a one-settlement basis? 

Hon. Mr. Pearaon: No, I th ink M r . Speaker, the plans and 
the parameters are f a i r l y expl ic i t . I t is in fac t on a monthly 
b i l l i ng ; each monthly b i l l ing is going to have to be looked at. I t 
is on a m a x i m u m per month ; in the case of the residential 
users, 700 k i lowat t hours; i n the case of the commercia l users, 
1,000 ki lowat t hours per month ; in case of the fue l o i l , M r . 
Speaker, i t is a m a x i m u m f igure o f 1,500 gallons. 

Mr. Fleming: I have a question f o r the Government Leader 
on the same topic. As we know the electric subsidization to 
residents was a Federal p rogram last year, before the Govern­
ment ran out o f money. Now the Federal Government or the 
Yukon Te r r i t o r i a l Government also gave smal l business a re­
bate, I th ink, un t i l November-December, somewhere in there, 
of 15 percent. Was that Federal monies, or was that Yukon 
Ter r i to r i a l Government monies? 

Hon. Mr. Pearson: No, M r . Speaker, that was Yukon Ter­
r i t o r i a l Government money, and one of the adminis t ra t ive 
problems that we have at the moment is t r y i n g to f igure out and 
saw-off exactly what is going to happen, because there is some 
overlap in respect to that p rogram. That is what we are t r y i n g 
to work out at this point. 

Mr. Fleming: I n the p rogram that is now being put fo r th , 
does the Government Leader know i f the rebate w i l l be a total 
rebate f r o m the Federal Government, or w i l l that 15 percent be 
deducted f r o m the rebate to the smal l business? 

Hon. Mr. Pearson: M r . Speaker, as I just told the Honour­
able Member , I honestly do not know. I t is something that is 
being worked out at the present t ime. I f we had the answer to 
that problem, I believe everything else would be pret ty wel l in 
place. That just has to be worked out yet. 

Mr. Fleming: Yes, thank you M r . Speaker; this is not real ly 
a question. I just do not th ink I heard the Government Leader 
correct ly, when he mentioned the number of ki lowatts fo r 
smal l business. I thought he mentioned 12-something and I 
always thought i t was a 1,000.1 wonder i f he could c l a r i f y that 
fo r me. 

Hon. Mr. Pearson: M r . Speaker, i t is 1,000 k i lowat t hours 
monthly, to a m a x i m u m of 12,000 k i lowat t hours per annum. 

Page 108 

Question re: Tax Deferment for Senior Citizens 
Mrs. McGuire: I have a question fo r the Government Lead­

er, who is responsible fo r Finance. 
I n spite of the fact that elderly people suffer undue hardships 

to meet their year ly expenses, I a m under the impression that 
this Government w i l l not consider f u l l deferment of taxes on 
properties owned by the elderly. 

Would the Government Leader then consider a plan such as 
the BC Government has, where f u l l deferment of property 
taxes can be made by the elderly, widows, and cer ta in hand­
icapped people, i n the delaying of the payment of property 
taxes on the owner's home property un t i l the owner wishes to 
sell or when the owner dies? 

Hon. Mr. Pearson: M r . Speaker, we are very cognizant o f 
the problems faced w i t h the rapid ly r is ing costs, par t i cu la r ly 
of our senior citizens on fixed incomes. We are waging, I would 
suggest, a never-ending battle t r y i n g to work out ways and 
means to offset those problems fo r those people. I am confident 
that some of these ways and means w i l l become obvious to 
Members opposite dur ing the course of this Session. 

M r . Speaker, w i th respect to remission of property taxes, I 
would l ike to respectfully suggest that the municipal i t ies have 
an a w f u l lot more property taxes and collect an awfu l lot more 
property taxes than Y T G . 

Mrs. McGuire: Inasmuch as we believe that municipal i t ies 
should set their own property taxes, the final decision rests 
wi th this Government 's Finance Department . 

Would the Government Leader put f o r t h a recommendation 
s imi la r to BC's plan? 

Hon. Mr. Pearaon: M r . Speaker, cer ta inly I w i l l undertake 
to look at what BC's plan is. 

Question re: Medical/Extra Billing by Doctors 
Mr. Veale: M r . Speaker, I have a question for the Minis ter 

of Health & Human Resources. Presently, Br i t i sh Columbia 
doctors are considering extra b i l l i ng practices, and m y under­
standing is that extra b i l l ing takes place already in the Pro­
vince of Alber ta . 

Does the Yukon Health Insurance Plan receive and honour 
any ext ra b i l l ing accounts f r o m out o f the Ter r i to ry? 

Hon. Mrs. McCall: M r . Speaker, the Yukon Government 
pays for people who need health care outside of the Te r r i to ry . 
We pay the amount in the provincia l ly authorized fee schedule; 
we do not pay more than that. 

Mr. Veale: Has the Minis ter had an opportunity to examine 
into which provinces, between the Province of Br i t i sh Col­
umbia and the Province of Alber ta , charges the lowest fees fo r 
use by this Ter r i to ry? 

Hon. Mrs. McCall: M r . Speaker, as I have explained to the 
Member opposite, I could be perceived to have a confl ic t of 
interest when discussing physician's fees, because m y hus­
band is a physician, so I w i l l re fer that question to the Govern­
ment Leader. 

Hon. Mr. Pearson: M r . Speaker, I d id not anticipate being 
asked this question in Question Period. I t was m y understand­
ing i t was a question that was put to this side dur ing discussion 
of the Budget. I would l ike to take notice o f that question and I 
w i l l answer i t under notice. 

Mr. Veale: W i l l the Government Leader determine which 
of the provinces has the lowest medical fees, and would he also 
advise what the Government 's position w i l l be, as to taking 
advantage of the services of the par t icu la r province w i t h the 
lowest fees? 

Hon. Mr. Pearson: M r . Speaker, we have a l l of the fee 
schedules f r o m across Canada. I would respectful ly suggest 
that i f the Honourable Leader of the Opposition wants to make 
any Comparisons at a l l , I w i l l make those fee schedules avai l ­
able to h i m , and he can have his research people find that out 
fo r h i m . 

Question re: Employment/Training for Pipeline 
Mr. Penikett: I understand the Phil ippines is very cheap. 
The Government Leader has made much ado about his plan 

to t r a in , over the next few months, 900 Yukoners for pipeline 
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jobs. Could the Government Leader indicate what in format ion 
leads h i m to conclude that there are 900 people seeking this 
k ind of employment and available f o r this k ind of t ra in ing , at 
this point in t ime? 

Hon. Mr. Pearson: No, M r . Speaker, I do not have any 
in format ion that makes that available. 

What I said, and what we have ascertained, is that there is 
the potential f o r 900 local people, Yukoners, to have jobs on that 
pipeline, i f we can t r a in them. The m a j o r question that we s t i l l 
have to answer, and i t w i l l be answerable, is : what size of a 
program do we put into place, because i t is going to be a f a i r l y 
expensive one? Do we assume that we are going to have to 
t ra in , or that we can look at 900 people wanting to t ra in , or is i t 
only going to be 450? M r . Speaker, studies are under way at the 
present t ime , but we have no way of ascertaining yet exactly 
how many Yukoners migh t be interested in this t ra in ing . 

Mr. Penikett: I n l ight of the fac t that according to the Gov­
ernment 's own f igures our labour force is about 12,000 people, 
and that according to the business sector there is a more than 
adequate supply o f workers to sat isfy most of the needs of 
Yukon employers at the moment, could the Government Lead­
er indicate i f , i n developing this t r a in ing plan, he has come to 
any conclusions or any decisions about what the job prospects 
would be fo r these 900 trained people, or less than 900 trained 
people, i f another s ignif icant delay should occur in the pipe­
line? 

Hon. Mr. Pearaon: Wel l , M r . Speaker, we are not that f a r 
along w i t h the whole th ing yet, but we have been able to deter­
mine that these t ra ined people should be able to mesh into the 
work force o f the Yukon Te r r i t o ry in other industry in the 
Ter r i to ry . I th ink what I a m t r y i n g to say is that the t ra in ing is 
not exclusively f o r pipeline work . The t ra in ing is broad enough 
that i t w i l l be able to be used fo r people going f r o m pipeline 
work into other industry , or d i rec t ly into other industry. 

Now, M r . Speaker, I believe we w i l l be very very worr ied 
about entering into and launching this t ra in ing p rogram unt i l 
we have something a bi t more def in i t ive than we have at this 
moment: which is that the construction is going to begin in 
ear ly 1982. 

Mr. Penikett: M r . Speaker, I would thoroughly support the 
notion of t r a in ing people fo r permanent careers in the Yukon 
as a p r io r i t y . I n the l igh t o f recent reports that more and more 
workers are leaving the Te r r i t o ry each winter due to lack of 
work and changes in the unemployment insurance regulations, 
could the Government Leader say i f he has taken these new 
f a c t s — i n which , I understand, the number of people collecting 
unemployment insurance, fo r example, has been cut in ha l f in 
the last year — into account in the pipeline and manpower 
planning? 

Hon. Mr. Pearaon: Yes, M r . Speaker, the Federal Man­
power Branch have a direct input into the committees and so 
on and so f o r t h which are work ing on this t r a in ing program. 
There is a lot of input f r o m industry and f r o m the Federal 
Government, as we l l as f r o m Y T G . 

Question re: Public Servants/Conflict of Interest 
Mr. Veale: M r . Speaker, I have a question fo r the Govern­

ment Leader. The Government has a policy direct ive concern­
i n g conf l ic t o f interest by public servants. W i l l the Government 
be reviewing and revis ing or typing up this policy guideline? 

Hon. Mr. Pearson: Yes, M r . Speaker, that is a very in ­
teresting question f r o m the Honourable Leader of the Opposi­
t ion. I t is something that is being looked at at the present t ime. 

Mr. Veale: M r . Speaker, bearing in m i n d that the Members 
of this Assembly have a public disclosure requirement, w i l l the 
Government be implement ing a public disclosure requirement 
for public servants as well? 

Hon. Mr. Pearson: I do not know, M r . Speaker. 
Mr. Veale: M r . Speaker, I a,sked the Government Leader i f 

any employees have been suspended or dismissed for breaches 
of the Government pol icy guideline in the past year? 

Hon. Mr. Pearson: Not to m y knowledge, M r . Speaker. 
Question re: Freight Rates 
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Mr. Penikett: M y question is to the Government Leader 
and i t comes f r o m a local businessman who is concerned that a 
m a j o r t ruck ing company charged this person $446 to f re igh t a 
piano f r o m Edmonton to Whitehorse. The f re igh t b i l l for the 
same i t em f r o m Quebec to Edmonton was less than hal f that. 
Can the Government Leader indicate i f these kinds of f re igh t 
rates are monitored and scrutinized by the off ic ia ls of this 
Government? I am thinking about the f re igh t rates both wi th in 
the Te r r i t o ry and without. 

Hon. Mr. Pearson: M r . Speaker, the Transport Public U t i ­
l i t ies Board does require that licencees in this Te r r i t o ry f i l e 
t a r i f f rates w i t h them. Those rates are monitored. 

M r . Speaker, just as an aside, and r igh t o f f the top of m y 
head, I would respectfully suggest to the Honourable Member 
that that does not sound too f a r out of line w i t h what happens on 
an air l ine r ight now. The comparable rates would probably 
apply. 

Mr. Penikett: I thank the Government Leader for pointing 
out the a i r l ine example because i t is s ignif icant . Could the 
Government Leader indicate whether, i n the l ight of this case 
and many .others l ike i t , there are any plans to regulate the 
f re igh t rates by t ruck, as the Federal Government does now for 
r a i l and air f re igh t rates? 

Hon. Mr. Pearson: M r . Speaker, I a m not sure what the 
Honourable Member is suggesting. 

I n respect to the regulation of any kind of t a r i f f s , government 
has to tread, I submit , very very c a r e f u l l y , or else i t is interfer­
ing w i th pr ivate enterprise. As the Honourable Member is wel l 
aware, Tdo have a m a j o r philosophical argument w i t h that. 

Mr. Penikett: Wi th respect to the fac t that this Government 
is going to be in te r fe r ing w i t h the same company to the turie of 
a mi l l i on dollars very soon, perhaps I could ask that in consid­
eration, fo r example, of the fac t that the same piano that I 
c i ted , M r . Speaker, could be t ranspor ted f r o m I n u v i k to 
Whitehorse fo r only $69, could the Government Leader te l l us i f 
his of f ic ia ls are at least s tudying these f re igh t rates , on an 
ongoing basis, to see i f they are competit ive? 

I ask h i m not whether the Transport Public Ut i l i t ies Board is 
having them f i l ed and recording them, but whether his F i ­
nance and Economic of f ic ia ls are looking at them. 

Hon. Mr. Pearaon: M r . Speaker, the Minis ter of Tour i sm 
and Economic Development is not here today; i t would be in 
that Department that they would be looking at these. 

I am not aware that they are, at this point, M r . Speaker. 
Question re: Health Care Bursary Program 
Mrs. McGuire: I have a question fo r the Minis ter of Heal th 

& Human Resources. Inasmuch as there is a continuing need in 
Yukon fo r qual i f ied professional and para-professional health 
care workers, is the Minis ter aware of the Health Care Bursary 
P rogram which is being administered in the Northwest T e r r i ­
tories, which provides f inancia l assistance to those who wish to 
pursue health care professions, under provisions that when 
they f u l f i l l their studies they c o m m i t themselves to work ing in 
the Te r r i t o ry fo r a cer ta in length o f t ime? 

Hon. Mrs. McCall : Yes, M r . Speaker, I a m aware of this 
program. We are having a look at i t . I a m not very f a m i l i a r 
w i th i t ; i t sounds l ike a very good thing, something that we w i l l 
perhaps consider in the fu ture . 

Question re: Fuel Oi l Tax 
Mr. Fleming: I have a question fo r the Government Leader. 

W i l l he not say that the ext ra tax on fue l o i l in this Te r r i t o ry 
would, either now or later, raise the price of e lect r ic i ty in the 
o u t l y i n g d i s t r i c t s , where there are only diesel-operated 
plants? 

Hon. Mr. Pearaon: No, M r . Speaker, because there is no 
tax charged or collected on that fue l that is used fo r producing 
electr ic i ty . 

M r . Speaker, because the question has been asked of me and 
I a m on m y feet, I would l ike to say that when we say " f u e l o i l " , 
i t must be wel l understood that we have not increased heating 
fue l o i l either. The heating fue l o i l tax has not been increased. I t 
was not touched at a l l , not by this Government. I t has been 
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increased a number of times by the Federal Government, but 
not by this Government, M r . Speaker. The fue l oi l tax increase 
applies only to motive fuels : diesel o i l and gasoline, nothing 
else. So we have t r ied to be care fu l w i th respect to that. 

M r . Speaker, as I have said i n one of the speeches that I 
made, we feel there should be some relationship between what 
motive fue l tax is, and what i t costs to main ta in highways. 
Again , because the cost of mainta in ing highways is going up, 
we fe l t that we had a proper r ight , and in fac t an obligation, to 
make sure that that gap between the cost of mainta in ing the 
highways and the motive fue l tax did not get any greater than i t 
is at the present t ime. 

Question re: Medical Fees/Hall Report 
Mr. Penikett: I have a question for the Minis ter of Health, 

M r . Speaker. Yesterday the Minis ter o f Health managed to 
confuse me in her answers about the H a l l Report. She said she 
did not know whether this Government is going to te l l Yukon­
ers what its position is on this very impor tant report concern­
ing the system of health care fo r Canada. 

Can the Minis ter undertake now to te l l the House, or to com­
m i t herself to br ing this mat te r up w i t h her Cabinet or her 
Caucus, so that Yukoners w i l l know what her Government 's 
position is on this very impor tant mat ter? 

Hon. Mra. McCall: M r . Speaker, I explained to the Member 
opposite yesterday that the Ha l l Report is a very large docu­
ment. I t is a public document. I t makes many recommenda­
tions. I think that i f you have six or eight or ten individuals, 
they w i l l probably have six or eight or ten positions on each 
recommendation. We have not discussed the Ha l l Report in 
Cabinet nor in Caucus, par t icu lar ly . Not in any f o r m a l way. I 
do not know that this Government should be called upon to take 
a position on the entire document. I think that would be almost 
impossible. 

Mr. Penikett: M r . Speaker, a Government that takes six 
d i f fe ren t positions on an impor tant issue is bound to be defe­
ated. The Minis te r also said yesterday, M r . Speaker, that 
Members f r o m her Caucus have "d i f f e ren t views on the many 
recommendations and suggestions of the H a l l report . There is 
no way one person could speak on the whole report for this 
entire Government ." 

Can the Minis ter of Heal th indicate what her position is on the 
Ha l l report , the m a j o r recommendations previously outlined, 
given that she is, a f te r a l l , the Minis te r responsible fo r health 
care in the Te r r i to ry . 

Hon. Mrs. McCall: M r . Speaker, I think that I can give m y 
personal opinion in that I th ink that Justice E m m e t t Ha l l made 
some excellent recommendations. I think that there are some 
recommendations that I would perhaps not agree w i t h . I would 
have to go over every recommendation separately w i th the 
Honourable Member to let h i m know what I thought of each. I f 
he wants to spend an hour or two doing that, I would be w i l l i n g 
to do that. 

Mr. Penikett: Sounds l ike a de l igh t fu l way fo r the Minis ter 
to spend her t ime, M r . Speaker. Can I ask the Minis ter then, 
going back to the or ig inal questions, w i t h regard to the ques­
tion of ext ra b i l l ing and compulsory a rb i t ra t ion and fee nego­
tiations, i f the Government of Yukon has yet taken a position on 
this impor tant question? 

Hon. Mra. McCall: Again , M r . Speaker, I do not take par t in 
discussions on fee negotiations. The Member w i l l have to put 
his question to the Government Leader. 

Question re: Canada O i l and G a s Act 
Mr. Njootli: I would j ust l ike to ask the Government Leader 

a question regarding a public mat ter . I n view of the fac t that 
the Federal Government has set up a commit tee to hear the 
views o f interest groups regarding B i l l C-48, the Canada Oil 
and Gas Act, has the Government given any presentation as of 
today i n Ottawa? 

Hon. Mr. Pearson: M r . Speaker, M r . Lang, the Minis ter of 
T o u r i s m and Economic Development , is i n Ot tawa , and 
appeared before the Committee this morn ing , our t ime, He has 
indicated to me that there is every l ikelihood that the commit -

Page 110 

tee is going to be ca l l ing h i m back later this evening, when i t 
sits again for a more extensive question period. 

Mr. Njootli: Is the Government Leader indicat ing to the 
House that because i t is unusual fo r a person to appear before 
such an important commit tee twice , that that may mean that 
the presentation o f the Yukon Te r r i t o ry is so impor tant to the 
committee that they have to study i t twice? 

Hon. Mr. Pearson: M r . Speaker, I do not know whether i t is 
very important to the commit tee , but i t cer ta inly is impor tant 
as f a r as we are concerned. I would hope that the commit tee 
w i l l seriously consider what M r . Lang has to say to them, 
because I know that he is conveying the concerns and the 
feelings of everyone in the Te r r i to ry . 

Mr. Njootli: I t i s interesting to me at this point, regarding 
this presentation. Is the Government Leader prepared to brief­
ly elaborate on the contents of the Yukon Government 's pre­
sentation? 

Mr. Speaker: Order, please; I believe that the answer to 
that question would require a rather lengthy answer, and we 
would have to rule that question out of order. 

Question re: Medicare/Treatment Coverage 
Mr. Penikett: I have another question fo r the Minis ter of 

Health. Does the Government have any plans at this t ime to 
expand on the types of Medicare t reatment presently covered 
under Yukon's Medicare system? 

Hon. Mra. McCall : I migh t say, M r . Speaker, I appreciate 
the Member opposite's devotion to me w i t h questions. 

No, not pa r t i cu la r ly ; we are constantly reviewing lacks in 
the system. I cannot th ink of anything that has been brought to 
m y attention lately. I f something is brought to our attention, 
we do look at i t . 

As a mat te r of fact , there was something to do w i t h the 
chronic dental problem connected wi th a medical problem that 
was brought to our at tention; that was rec t i f ied . 

Mr. Penikett: The Minis te r w i l l recal l that I did br ing one 
question about the extent of coverage for dental surgery to her 
attention. I wonder i f she migh t elaborate on her answer, be­
cause I would be interested in any re-defini t ion or expansion 
that may have taken place. 

I would also be interested in knowing i f she has had any 
representation fo r coverage of such things as chiropract ic 
care, or o f the k ind of chiropract ic care that may not have been 
covered previously. 

Hon. Mrs. McCall : No, M r . Speaker, not chiropract ic care. 
The mat te r of pr ivate physio-therapist care has been brought 
to our attention, and has been under consideration for some 
t ime. 

Mr. Penikett: Canada's health care system has recently 
been cr i t ic ized in the debate surrrounding the Ha l l Report, 
among others, for its costly and wasteful emphasis on curat ive 
rather than preventative medicine. 

Could the Minis ter indicate at this point i f she has any plans 
to, or is contemplat ing to, extend or increase the emphasis on 
preventative health care i n Yukon? 

Hon. Mra. McCall : M r . Speaker, I th ink the Member is 
aware, as I a m aWare, that preventative health care is becom­
ing more and more a t rend, and probably a very necessary 
trend. I do not think that in Yukon i t has become a problem as 
f a r as health care payments are concernedAt this point i t has 
not been brought to m y attention that i t is a problem. 

As i t becomes a more prevalent way of t reat ing disease and 
so on, perhaps we w i l l have to look at that. 

Mr. Speaker: We w i l l now proceed to Orders o f the Day. 
May I have your fu r t he r pleasure? 

O R D E R S O F T H E D A Y 
Mr. Graham: M r . Speaker, I move, seconded by the Hon­

ourable Member fo r Mayo, that M r . Speaker do now leave the 
Chair and that the House resolve into Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. Speaker: I t has been moved by the Honourable M e m ­
ber fo r Whitehorse Porter Creek West, seconded by the Hon­
ourable Member fo r Mayo, that M r . Speaker do now leave the 
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Chair and that the House resolve into Committee of the Whole. 
Motion agreed to 

Mr. Speaker leaves the Chair 

C O M M I T T E E O F T H E W H O L E 
Mr. Chairman: I would l ike to ca l l the Committee of the 

Whole to order at this t ime. 
I would l ike to ca l l a short recess. 
Recess 
Mr. Chairman: I would l ike to ca l l this Committee of Whole 

to order. The Chair would l ike to di rect you to Page 172; the 
p rogram is A i r p o r t Maintenance. A r e there discussions on this 
program? 

Mr. Veale: M r . Chai rman, I would just l ike to ask the Minis­
ter i f there is any a i rpor t maintenance done on the Dempster 
Highway. 

Hon. Mr. Lattin: No, M r . Chai rman, in this A i r p o r t Mainte­
nance, we are concerned w i t h designated airports " B " and 
" C " Arc t i c . I f you w i l l look in Highway Maintenance, you w i l l 
see we had T e r r i t o r i a l a irports . I should correct that "a i r ­
por ts" , i t should be "a i r s t r ip s" . I believe we have one a i r s t r ip 
on the Dempster just past Eagle Plains Lodge. I t is par t of the 
highway, and that is maintained by us. I n this par t icular sec­
tion that we are looking at now, we are not concerned w i t h that ; 
we are concerned w i t h the aiports that are of " B " and " C " 
classif icat ion. 

Mr. Veale: M r . Chai rman, would the Minis te r just c o n f i r m 
this point of i n fo rma t ion : i n the " B " and " C " class airports , 
those payments are f u l l y recoverable f r o m the Government of 
Canada, as I understand i t . What about the ones he refers to as 
airs tr ips under Highway Maintenance? 

Hon. Mr. Lattin: The Arc t i c " B " and " C " are f u l l y recover­
able. The ones under maintenance are our responsibil i ty. 
Those are rea l ly emergency airports . Some of them are local, 
as you are probably aware: there is one by Braeburn and one 
by Crysta l Palace. There are other ones that I do not know of, 
but these are rea l ly just emergency landing, strips. 

Mr. Veale: Have any new emergency landing strips been 
constructed i n the last year or two, aside f r o m the Dempster 
one? 

Hon. Mr. Latt in: No, M r . Cha i rman , we have not con­
structed any new ones. I th ink that the only t ime we would 
real ly construct new ones is i f we changed our roads some­
where and, since the Dempster, we have had no m a j o r expan­
sion of road fac i l i t ies . 

Mr. Fleming: There seems to be quite a rise in the Est i ­
mates. I a m just wondering; I d id not real ly catch the real 
reason fo r that much. The 1980-81 forecast is $356 and the 
1981-82 estimate is $526; which is a considerable amount. 

Hon. Mr. Lattin: These amounts, you realize, are f u l l y re­
coverable . The grea t increase is i n the an t ic ipa ted two-
passenger cargo shelters that w i l l be opened in Beaver Creek 
and Ross River . These also include provisions for observer 
communica t ion services. 

Should these projects be delayed, M r . Chai rman, there w i l l 
be a reduction, I understand, in the planning process of MOT, 
but we feel that we w i l l be gett ing them so we have included 
them in the Budget. That is what makes the large percentage 
rise. 

Mr. Fleming: I thank the Minis te r fo r his answer. I a m very 
hopeful that he w i l l have something in Ross River , especially, 
and the other place, too, i f necessary. I t is migh ty cold when 
you have to stand out there in the w i n d wa i t ing fo r an airplane, 
and have no where to go. 

Mr. Byblow: I would l ike to te l l the Honourable Member for 
Teslin that we are quite prepared to move our cargo shelter 
when ours is upgraded. 

I would l ike to hear f r o m the Minis te r as to the procedures 
that his Government goes through in acquir ing the capi ta l 
funding f o r upgrading purposes. Real izing that this is an O & M 
Budget, I wou ld l ike not to be ru led out o f order on that ques-
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t ion, only because i t is of pertinent importance. 
Hon. Mr.Latt in: M r . Chai rman, again, I think, as the M e m ­

ber indicated, we are ta lk ing Capi tal Budget when he is asking 
a question l ike that. 

M r . Chairman, I th ink that a l l our capi ta l funding fo r these 
projects is f r o m MOT. We have better liaison wi th the M O T 
than we have had in the past. We perceive that we have to take 
a more active role in this phase of transportation. I cannot say 
that there is any par t icular procedure. I think i t gets down to 
the old story that we ident i fy where we need expenditures. I 
perceive that in the fu ture we w i l l be mak ing our views known, 
and peti t ioning MOT on our pr ior i t ies . I a m not aware o f any 
real procedure at this t ime . 

Mr. Byblow: Is his Department planning to take over those 
Arc t i c B and C airports that are presently under MOT direct 
control? That is, the ones re fe r red to in the supplementary 
in format ion — Mayo, Teslin, Burwash, Dawson. 

Hon. Mr. Lattin: Wel l , M r . Chai rman, I am not prepared to 
answer that question. I think i t is a mat te r of whether M O T w i l l 
t u rn them over to us. We have had some discussion on that, but 
at this par t icu lar t ime we have not come to any conclusion. I 
a m sure that when we do, i t w i l l cer ta inly be announced, and 
the Member w i l l be f u l l y aware of i t . 

Mr. Veale: M r . Chairman, jus t to raise an old chestnut that 
the Minis ter may be aware of: there was some discussion in 
Old Crow about the problem of the a i rs t r ip ' s res t r ic t ing the 
development of that communi ty . The Minis ter is aware of the 
fact that the a i r s t r ip goes immedia te ly behind the communi ty 
and does not allow fo r expansion of the communi ty houses and 
other faci l i t ies . 

Have there been any recent discussions, either in your M u n i ­
cipal A f f a i r s Depar tment or w i t h MOT people, about the re­
location of that a irs t r ip? 

Hon. Mr. Lattin: M r . Chai rman, as f a r as I am aware I do 
not think there have been any discussion on that matter , but i t 
is probably a mat te r that I should look into and br ing back the 
answer. 

Mr. Byblow: I t is m y understanding that the Minis ter ' s 
Department has specif ical ly designated a person in charge of 
airports , per se. Is that correct? Is i t a f u l l t ime-position, and 
has i t taken place in the last year? 

Hon. Mr. Lattin: M r . Chai rman, the Member is pa r t i a l ly 
correct. We are doing some reorganization in our department. 
We recognize the importance of airports and air t rave l in the 
Yukon. We are act ively mak ing our presence more noticeable. 
We have designated a person who w i l l be in charge of this 
par t icular p rogram. Because i t is i n a t ransi t ion period, M r . 
Chairman, I would not say at this moment that i t is a fu l l - t ime 
position, but I do foresee, i n the very near fu ture , that i t w i l l be 
a fu l l - t ime position. 

Mr. Chairman: Is there any fu r the r discussion? 
Shall the p rogram car ry? 
Some Members: Agreed. 
Mr. Chairman: I declare the A i r p o r t Maintenance p rogram 

cleared. 
I refer Committee to the next p rogram which is Bui ld ing 

Maintenance and Off ice Accommodat ion on Page 174. Any 
discussion? 

Mr. Veale: I wonder i f the Minis te r could reply to m y in ­
qui ry of yesterday, that I gave h i m notice of, about the expendi­
tures on the Dempster Highway and the Lodge on the Demps­
ter Highway. 

Hon. Mr. Lattin: I must apologize to the Member across 
f r o m me; I d id not get the in fo rmat ion . I w i l l br ing i t in to h i m . I 
a m sorry about that. 

Mr. Veale: Not to cause a great delay, but perhaps i f we 
could have a short recess, we could deal w i t h that this af ter­
noon, as opposed to br ing ing i t up at some other t ime, so I could 
question on i t . 

Hon. Mr. Lattin: I would suggest, M r . Chairman, that we 
proceed w i t h the rest of the depar tment ; I believe i t is the last 
i t em. Hold that over, M r . Chai rman, and at the next break I 
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w i l l get the in fo rmat ion and relay i t . 
Mr. Chairman: Have we got the unanimous consent of the 

Committee to stand over this p rogram on Page 174? 
Some Member*: Agreed. 
Mr. Chairman: I re fer the Committee to Page 176 under 

Recoverable Services. Does the p rogram car ry? 
Some Membera: Agreed. 
Mr. Chairman: I declare the Recoverable Services Prog­

r a m cleared. 
I would l ike to re fe r the Committee to Page 177 under Garage 

Operations. Any questions? I f no questions, shall the p rogram 
clear? 

Some Members: Agreed. 
Mr. Chairman: I declare the program cleared. 
For your in fo rmat ion on Pages 178 and 179, the amount of 

$24,164,900 w i l l not clear at this t ime unt i l such t ime M r . La t t i n 
brings back some in format ion for M r . Veale! 

Mr. Veale: Just a question on Page 179 for the Minis te r : I 
a m not clear on why revenue f r o m licences would be dropping 
f r o m $100,000 to $80,000. 

Hon. Mr. Lattin: M r . Chai rman, I a m sorry, I had not 
noticed there was a decrease. Perhaps when I br ing the other 
informat ion back, I can br ing that one also. 

Mr. Veale: The t h i r d par ty services on that page — would 
the Minis ter just provide, as a mat ter Of in format ion , what that 
deals w i t h in general terms? 

Hon. Mr. Lattin: I t deals w i th various things, M r . Chair­
man. I f there is, in most cases, nO private entrepreneur that 
can do these things l ike snow-plowing and we do i t ; things of 
that nature. When we do these things, M r . Chairman, they are 
charged on a rate plus a 10 percent adminis t ra t ion charge; 
however i t is in snow-plowing, snow removal . There are other 
occasions in a local i ty where we have the equipment that the 
other people do not have, and, in cases l ike that, we w i l l let our 
equipment out to them. 

Mr. Veale: M r . Chai rman, t h i rd par ty of f ice rental , what is 
that, generally speaking? Is that rental to commerc ia l enter­
prises? 

Hon. Mr. Lattin: No, M r . Chairman, I believe i t would be to 
other Federal departments. 

Mr. Chan-man: Are there fu r the r questions on this depart­
ment? The department is not going to ca r ry anyway, because 
there is some in fo rmat ion that is due, so, at this t ime , I would 
l ike to refer Commit tee to Page 182, general debate. 
, Hon. Mr. Pearson: M r . Chairman, the estimates of the 
Public Service Commission, w i th two exceptions, assume a 
workload in the current f i sca l year s imi la r to that of last year. 

The twp exceptions fo r which provision is made in the Es t i ­
mates include an increase the Commission's t ra in ing budget 
f r o m $100,000 to $215,000, and an increase of one-half person-
year. 

The Commission's personnel resources w i l l be reorganized 
to permi t the employment of a fu l l - t ime professional t ra in ing 
of f icer , and its t r a in ing p rogram w i l l be expanded, especially 
in relat ion to on-the-job t ra in ing assignments fo r Government 
employees and fo r disabled and other disadvantaged persons 
in the communi ty . 

As a demonstration of our desire to recognize and support the 
objectives of the Internat ional Year of the Disabled Person, 
$30,000 has been earmarked in this f i sca l year to provide t ra in ­
ing opportunities in the Yukon Public Service fo r disabled 
persons. 

Mr. Penikett: M r . Chai rman, two Budgets ago, there was a 
lot of comment in the House about the need to re-order the 
pr ior i t ies of the Publ ic Service Commission, and to spend 
much more money on t ra in ing than we had been spending in 
recrui tment . A t that t ime , the Government Leader gave the 
commitment to change that emphasis, and last year there was 
a f a i r l y rad ica l sh i f t away f r o m recrui tment towards t ra in ing . 

I a m pleased to see, this year, the increase in the t ra in ing 
budget, although I note that there is also an increase in the 
recrui tment budget. 

I would l ike the Government Leader to elaborate on that a 
l i t t le bi t , and I would appreciate his also elaborat ing a l i t t l e on 
the $30,000 that he has mentioned on t r a in ing fo r the disabled, 
because $30,000 real ly does not go very f a r in this day and age. I 
am wondering how many t ra in ing assignments and t ra in ing 
positions he has in mind , w i t h that amount of money. 

Mr. Veale: M r . Chai rman, I cer ta inly a m in agreement 
w i th the increase in t ra in ing , as we l l . I guess m y concern would 
be wi th the disabled persons' one, which is cer ta inly a good 
ini t ia t ive , but we seem to be ending up in the situation where 
we have a l imi t ed amount of money to assist disabled people 
and we spread i t around in smal l pots. I a m re fe r r ing to the 
$10,000 pot. I would prefer to see i t lumped in , and perhaps 
$40,000 could go a lot fu r the r than $30,000 i n providing real ly 
needed things. I wonder i f there w i l l be any coordination be­
tween the Public Service Commission and that citizens' com­
mittee that is going to distr ibute the $10,000. 

Hon. Mrs. McCall: M r . Chai rman, i f I migh t answer that : 
the $10,000 for the steering commit tee is to raise public aware­
ness about the problems that disabled people face; to raise 
the i r consciousness o f the w a y tha t d isabled people are 
treated; to make the public aware that disabled people are 
very employable in many ways. That money can be used very 
creatively in many d i f fe ren t directions. 

I t is very impor tant to keep the t ra in ing money separate, 
because that is a whole other area. I th ink i t is real ly quite wise 
to keep those monies separate. 

Mr. Veale: I f I could just respond to that , M r . Cha i rman: 
that was not m y understanding, in the Budget discussion on the 
$10,000.1 thought i t was fo r anything that the commit tee saw fit 
to do wi th i t . 

Hon. Mrs. McCall: Yes, M r . Chai rman, i t is up to them, but, 
as f a r as I know, that is the sort of th ing they are going to do 
wi th i t . I t is i n their hands, and they are f ree to do whatever 
they wish w i th that $10,000. As f a r as I know, that is the sort of 
thing they are going to undertake. 

Hon. Mr. Pearson: M r . Chai rman, I would l ike to respond 
to both Honourable Members opposite. 

I n respect to the increase in recru i tment , I am quite confi­
dent, M r . C h a i r m a n , tha t i f the Honourable Member fo r 
Whitehorse West went back f a r enough in our Hansard to the 
discussion that we had of this vote last year, I can recal l point­
ing Out that we should not expect to ever see as dramat ic a 
change again in our recru i tment costs, s imply because the 
turn-around was so astronomical and so big last year that logic 
dictated we were h i t t ing pret ty close to the m a x i m u m ; i n fact , 
there would be increases in cost, but they should only be nor­
m a l increases. 

M r . Chairman, I want to assure the Honourable Member that 
we do not anticipate doing any more recru i tment Outside than 
we had to do this year, but that recru i tment that is done Outside 
is necessary, and i t does cost more money; hence, the increase 
there. 

M r . Chairman, the p rogram w i t h respect to the disabled 
people is one that is being put together and worked on jo in t ly 
w i th the Rehabil i tat ion Society. We have earmarked $30,000, 
but I a m confident, without speaking fu r the r to the Commis­
sion, that i f i t is required, and i f we have or are able to spend 
$50,000 or even $75,000 on t ra in ing of the handicapped dur ing 
the course of the year, that is what w i l l be spent. But the 
specific thrust fo r that $30,000 that we are iden t i fy ing up f ron t 
is fo r disabled people. 

Mr. Chairman: There being no f u r t h e r general debate, 
shall we get into the programs here? There are six programs 
involved in the Public Service Commission Budget. I refer 
Committee to the first p rogram on Page 184, the Off ice of the 
Public Service Commissioner. 

Mr. Penikett: M r . Chai rman, I guess we real ly ought, fo r 
the record, to have some explanation of the f igures here; the 
f a i r l y sharp movement f r o m the 1979 actual to the 1980-81 fore­
cast, and to the 1981-82 estimates under this adminis t ra t ion. 
Perhaps the Government Leader migh t l ike to detai l that a 
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l i t t l e bi t . 

Hon. Mr. Pearson: M r . Chai rman, what in fac t has hap­
pened is: there has been a reorganization, par t ly as a result of 
put t ing the Budget together this way, where we ident i fy speci­
fic programs. We have four basic programs ident if ied here: 
Safety and Security, Director Classification and Employee 
Rela t ions , D i r e c t o r R e c r u i t m e n t and T r a i n i n g , and then 
Direc tor Employee Benefits and Adminis t ra t ion . The A d m i ­
nis t rat ion number changes around every t ime we do one of 
these shif ts . There is a ha l f a man-year 's difference between 
this Budget and the last one. The total increase in dollars is 
v i r t u a l l y a l l taken up by the t r a in ing budget. 

Mr. Chairman: Fur ther discussion? 
Mr. Veale: Is that a quarter man-year or a ha l f man-year? 
Hon. Mr. Pearson: I believe, M r . Chairman, that i f we go 

through i t we w i l l come up w i t h a ha l f man-year increase. 
Mr. Chairman: Fur ther discussion on this p rogram ? Shall 

the Of f i ce of the Public Service Commission P rogram clear? 
Some Members: Clear. 
Mr. Chairman: I declare the Off ice of the Public Service 

Commission P r o g r a m cleared. 
I would l ike to refer the Commit tee of the Whole to the next 

p rogram, which is called Recrui tment , on Page 186. You w i l l 
find the statistics on Page 187. Discussion? 

Mr. Penikett: M r Chai rman, last year we had some discus­
sion about the turn-over rate in the Government. A glance at 
these figures indicates that i t does not seem to be improv ing 
very much. Can the Government Leader con f i rm that i m ­
pression? 

Hon. Mr. Pearson: M r . Chai rman, i t is m y impression that 
our turn-over rate is improv ing , but I a m getting indications 
f r o m some observers in the Gal le ry that should know, M r . 
Chai rman, that possibly i t is no better now than i t was last 
year. 

Mr. Veale: Could the Minis te r give us a general breakdown 
on the rec ru i tment figure, in terms o f what that entails? I guess 
$376,000 comes under "Other" . What is the "Other"? Is i t 
t r ave l , f o r example? 

Hon. Mr. Pearson: Yes, M r . Cha i rman , i t is p r i m a r i l y 
t r ave l , either o f people f r o m Yukon going out to interview, or 
people being brought in to be interviewed. We also, in some 
cases, find i t necessary to b r ing people in a f te r we have offered 
them employment , to have a look at the munic ipa l i ty or at the 
country and so on, so; i t is ma in ly t rave l . 

Mr. Veale: Would the Minis ter undertake to provide, at a 
later date, a breakdown of those figures as he has explained 
them? 

Hon. Mr. Pearson: M r . Chai rman, of the "Other" pay­
ments of $376,600, $250,000 is fo r t rave l of non-government em­
ployees. 

The $114,900 is advert is ing and public promotion. 
Mr. Veale: Would the Minis ter , at a later date and I mean 

some other day, provide us w i t h a breakdown of the $250,000? 
Hon. Mr. Pearson: M r . Chai rman, I real ly want to know 

what the Honourable Member is asking. Does he want a list of 
a l l of the people who have been paid t rave l — ? 

Mr. Chairman: Order please, there are a couple of Mem­
bers standing u p — who is ta lking? 

Mr. Veale: I have the f loor, thank you, M r . Chairman. No, 
m y question is fo r some in fo rmat ion that is very simple to 
provide, and that i s : what port ion o f the $250,000 was for br ing­
ing prospective employees up; what was f o r sending our peo­
ple out to interview? I do not want names and addresses;, I 
s imply want the breakdown. 

Hon. Mr. Pearson: M r . Chai rman, that $250,000 is fo r non­
government t r ave l , non-employee t r ave l . The whole $250,000 is 
fo r non-employee t rave l . Does that answer the Honourable 
Member ' s question, M r . Chairman? 

Mr. Veale: Yes, i t does, M r . Chai rman. Thank you. What I 
would ask then is whether we have the figure fo r employee 
t rave l , and that may come under another section. 

Hon. Mr. Pearson: Yes, M r . Cha i rman, government em-
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ployee t rave l is $2,400. 
Mr. Chairman: Fur ther discussion ? There being no fu r the r 

discussions, shall the p rogram Recrui tment clear? 
Some Members: Agreed. 
Mr. C h a i r m a n : I dec la re the p r o g r a m , R e c r u i t m e n t , 

cleared. I would l ike to refer the Committee to Page 188 under 
the Benefits P rogram. Is there any discussion on the p rogram ? 

Mr. Veale: Would the Government Leader explain the sta­
t is t ic Interviews/Telephone Calls, and what the $60,000 refers 
to? Is i t long distance calls or what is it? 

Hon. Mr. Pearaon: That is not $60,000, M r . Chai rman; that 
is 60,000 calls. 

Hon. Mr. Pearaon: Could the Government Leader te l l us 
then what the 60,000 calls would cost? 

Hon. Mr. Pearson: Yes, just one hal f a moment, M r . Chair­
man, I migh t be able to pu l l that number out. 

I cannot break out the total cost or the specific cost of tele­
phone calls w i t h respect to benefits. But , M r . Chairman, the 
total cost in the department fo r telephone and communicat ion 
is $17,100; however, that is over-all of the program. 

Mr. Chairman: A n y fu r the r discussion ? Shall the p rogram 
clear? 

Some Members: Agreed. 
Mr. Chairman: I declare the Benefits p rogram cleared. 
I would now l ike to refer the Committee to Page 190 where we 

w i l l be discussing Security and Safety and Emergency Mea­
sures Organization programs. 

Mr. Veale: M r . Chai rman, could the Government Leader 
just advise who this one person-year is, and what duties he or 
she undertakes? 

Hon. Mr. Pearson: Yes, M r . Chai rman; this one person is 
M r . A r t h u r Deer. He is the Emergency Measures Of f i ce r f o r 
this T e r r i t o r y . He is also d i rec t ly responsible for security 
throughout this Government as wel l as safety of our own em­
ployees. 

Mr. Veale: Thank you, M r . Chai rman; could the Govern­
ment Leader indicate what port ion of his t ime would be on 
E M O duties and what would be on general Y T G duties, and 
perhaps relate that into the Dawson City emergency sometime 
back? 

Hon. Mr. Pearaon: Wel l , M r . Chairman, i t is very d i f f i c u l t 
to specifically say which are E M O duties and which are Y T G 
duties, because we have a responsibility in an agreement w i t h 
the Government o f Canada fo r emergency measures; and i t is 
v i r t ua l l y impossible to break out his t ime that way. 

Mr. Veale: M r . Chai rman, the emergency measures fund­
ing of $26,300 that appears on Page 197, does that provide 
salary for t ravel l ing? 

Hon. Mr. Pearson: Yes, M r . Chairman, that is correct . 
Mr. Veale: M r . Chai rman, has there been a report or study 

prepared fo r the Ci ty of Whitehorse, in terms of a disaster, 
such as the dam f a l l i n g or caving i n or something l ike that? Is 
such a report available? 

Hon. Mr. Pearson: Yes, M r . Chai rman, I believe that spe­
c i f i c report has been done. But i t was done by the munic ipa l i ty 
w i t h the cooperation of M r . Deer. I t is not done by the Ter r i to ­
r i a l Government, actual ly. There is an Emergency Measures 
Organization in the munic ipa l i ty that is to some degree coor­
d ina t ed w i t h o ther E m e r g e n c y Measures Organiza t ions 
throughout the T e r r i t o r y ; other municipal i t ies , along w i t h 
another Emergency Measures Organizations; which, I be­
lieve, is made up just about exclusively of Y T G and Federal 
people. So i t is a very wel l inter-meshed thing, and M r . Deer's 
m a j o r job is to make sure that a l l of this is coordinated. 

Mr. Veale: And are the other Emergency Measures Orga­
nizations volunteer organizations then? 

Hon. Mr. Pearaon: Yes, M r . Chai rman, they a l l are. 
Mr. Chairman: Any fu r the r discussion on the program? 

Shall the p rogram Clear? 
Some Members: Agreed.? 
Mr. Chairman: I declare the Secur i ty and Safety and 

Emergency Measures Organization p rogram cleared. 
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I would l ike to refer Committee to Page 192 under the heading 
of Tra in ing . Is there any discussion on this program? 

Mr. V e a l e : Has t h a t p e r s o n - y e a r been h i r e d , M r . 
Chairman? 

'Hon. Mr. Pearson: No, M r . Chai rman, I am advised that 
he, or she, has not been hi red yet. 

Mr. Veale: Is there any indication then when that h i r i ng w i l l 
be c o m p l e t e d , and the t r a i n i n g p r o g r a m s w i l l be i m ­
plemented? 

Hon. Mr. Pearson: I t is anticipated, M r . Chairman, that i t 
w i l l take about two more months to get someone in place here. 

Mr. Chairman: Shall this p rogram clear ? Is the Committee 
of the Whole prepared to clear the p rogram, Training? 

Some Members: Agreed. 
Mr. Chairman: I declare the p rogram cleared. 
Mr. Chairman: I would l ike to re fe r Committee to Page 194, 

Classification and Employee Relations program. Do you have 
any questions on this program? 

Mr. Veale: A n in fo rmat ion question, M r . Chai rman: the 
payments to the Public Service Association and the Teachers' 
Association — what are they for , i n terms of the classification 
and employee relations? 

Hon. Mr. Pearaon: I a m not sure that I know specif ical ly 
what those payments are for . 

Mr. Penikett: P robab ly union dues, are they not, M r . 
Chairman? 

Mr. Chairman: Fur ther discussion? 
Mr. Penikett: I t is probably something allocated in the Col­

lective Agreement, is i t not, M r . Chairman? 
Hon. Mr. Pearaon: I do know, M r . Chai rman, that they are 

negotiated in in each collective agreement. Specifically, exact­
ly what they do, I a m sorry, I do not know. 

Mr. Veale: M r . Chai rman, maybe the Government Leader 
could c o n f i r m that i t is union dues that that refers, to and that i t 
goes to the indiv idual associations fo r their disbursal. Could 
you undertake to c o n f i r m that then, M r . Chairman? 

Hon. Mr. Pearson: M r . Chai rman, I w i l l find out, but i t is 
not union dues. 

Mr. Chairman: Shall the p rogram clear? 
Some Members: Agreed. 
Mr. Chairman: I declare the Classification and Employee 

Relations cleared. 
For your in fo rmat ion , there is some on Page 197. There being 

no fur ther questions on that, shall the amount fo r Public Ser­
vice Commission of $1,293,000 car ry? 

Some Members: Agreed. 
Mr. Chairman: I declare that amount carr ied. 
The next Department the Committee w i l l consider is the 

Department of In tergovernmental Relations. M r . Pearson, do 
you have any general debate on that Department? 

Hon. Mr. Pearson: M r . Chai rman, I wonder i f I could i m ­
pose upon the House? A bi t of a crisis has arisen. I t is unfor tun­
ate that i t had to come up just at the t ime that those responsibi­
lities that I do have a direct interest i n are before the House. I 
wonder, M r . Chai rman, i f I could preva i l upon yourself, and 
other Members, fo r a five minute recess so that I could hopeful­
ly get this mat te r cleared up, and then we can go on wi th this 
subject uninterrupted. 

Some Members: Agreed. 
Hon. Mr. Pearson: Thank you very much. 
Recess 
Mr. Chairman: I would l ike to ca l l Committee of the Whole 

to order. 
The Chair would l ike to ask the Minis te r of Highways i f he is 

prepared to answer the questions asked by M r . Veale regard­
ing the Dempster Highway? 

Hon. Mr. Lattin: Yes, M r . Chai rman, I am. 
Mr. Chairman: The Chair would direct the Committee to 

Page 174 in the Budget, regarding Bui ld ing Maintenance and 
Off ice Accommodation. 

Hon. Mr. Lattin: M r . Chai rman, I have lost some of m y 
figures, but on the Dempster Highway, we have divided i t into 

three parts. I believe the par t that the Honourable Member 
was r e fe r r ing to, I took i t to be the arrangements we have w i t h 
the Lodge at Eagle Plains? 

Okay. M r . Chai rman, we have a leasing arrangement w i th 
the Lodge at Eagle Plains fo r a period of 30 years. We have 
uti l ized roughly two years o f i t now. Star t ing this A p r i l 1,1981, 
the payments w i l l be $27,539.24 per month. M r . Chairman, for 
this amount we get space in the garage, we have a grader 
station, off ice space, an apartment for the foreman, indiv idual 
rooms fo r four employees, recreation fac i l i t ies , and meals. 

The contract w i t h these people, M r . Chai rman, is i n two 
parts. F i r s t , the depreciation is fixed at fixed cost; secondly, 
the operational cost increases are in accordance wi th Statis­
tics Canada consumer price index. 

Roughly, i n this par t icular section, M r . Chai rman — I am 
sorry I have lost the exact figures — i t was around $700,000. Of 
this amount approximately 400,000, in bal lpark f igures, would 
be used fo r the operation of the road and the rest would be for 
accommodation, rentals, et cetera. 

Mr. Veale: The $27,539 a month that is paid to the Lodge 
owner, does that increase each year according to the consumer 
price index? Is that what you were saying? 

Hon. Mr. Lattin: Yes, M r . Chai rman, that is so. 
Mr. Veale: Are there any other payments made, on an 

annual basis, other than the monthly payment? 
Hon. Mr. Lattin: Not that I am aware of, M r . Chairman, no. 
Mr. Veale: And what are the other two areas that you men­

tioned? Is maintenance of the highway in the $400,000 you were 
ta lk ing about? 

Hon. Mr. Lattin: I a m sorry, M r . Chai rman, I should c l a r i f y 
that. We have three camps on the highway. What I a m saying is 
that the costs fo r that par t icular camp are: roughly $400,000 is 
spent on maintenance and the rest is fo r the cost of rental of the 
various faci l i t ies that we are rent ing, plus the meals fo r the 
men. 

Mr. Veale: Wel l you are saying there is a round figure of 
$700,000? 

H o n . Mr. Lat t in : F o r tha t p a r t i c u l a r c a m p , yes, M r . 
Chairman. 

Mr. Veale: And out of the $700,000, maintenance of the high­
way is $400,000? Is that what you are saying? 

Hon. Mr. Lattin: M r . Chairman, again, I a m sorry that this 
is not exact, but I remember i t is i n the neighbourhood of 
700,000. What I am saying is that we are paying the lodge for 
these various accommodations and meals, as I have said, at 
$27,539 per month. So what we have is that f igure mul t ip l i ed by 
12; deduct i t and you w i l l get the f igure of what is actual ly spent 
on the highway. M i n d you, I do not know whether this is in line 
w i t h other camps or not, but when we charge fo r a camp, a lot 
of that is fo r meals and accommodation in the other places too. 

Now on that par t icular road we have two other camps. They 
have an al lotment as we l l , but they are our own camps. 

Mr. Veale: I f the $700,000 then, annually, refers to the Eagle 
Plains camp — 

Hon. Mr. Lattin: Yes. 
Mr. Veale: — what is the cost then of the other two camps? 
Hon. Mr. Lattin: M r . Chairman, as I say, I apologize; be­

tween m y off ice and down here I have lost the figures, and w i l l 
have to get them again. I am sorry about that, M r . Chairman, I 
w i l l get them fo r the Member. 

Mr. Chairman: Are you satisfied, M r . Veale? 
Mr. Veale: I f he w i l l get the answers, M r . Chairman. 
Hon. Mr. Lattin: M r . Chairman. I would l ike to answer one 

more question. I believe I had an inqui ry f r o m M r . Veale on 
Page 179 about the licences. He asked why last year i t was 
$100,000 and this year i t is $80,000. M r . Cha i rman, I would l ike to 
explain that this is recoveries. The word "l icences" is prob­
ably a poor def in i t ion o f what i t is. Real ly what we are ta lk ing 
about are overload permits — overload fo r Weights and that. 
These are recoveries. Last year we est imated we would re­
ceive $70,000; because i t must have been a busier year than we 
had anticipated, we collected $100,000. This year, we said, 



April 2, 1981 YUKON HANSARD 

" W e l l , i t looks l ike we probably would collect $80,000." We 
might be r i gh t ; we migh t be wrong, but i t is a recovery, M r . 
Chai rman. Next year when the Budget comes in we w i l l give 
you the true f igure , but there is no way that we can say how 
much we are going to collect fo r overload permits , et cetera. 

Mr. Chairman: Is the commit tee prepared to clear under 
the Highways and Public Works Department , the Bui ld ing 
Maintenance and Off ice Accommodat ion program? 

Soma Members: Agreed. 
Mr. Chairman: I declare the Bui ld ing Maintenance and 

Off ice Accommodat ion p rogram cleared. 
Is the Commit tee prepared to clear the total amount of 

$24,164,900 fo r the Highways and Public Works? 
Some Members: Agreed. 
M r . C h a i r m a n : I declare that amount carr ied. 
I would l ike to refer the Commit tee to the Department of 

Intergovernmental Relations on Page 200. 
Hon. Mr. Pearson: M r . Chai rman, this is a new depart­

ment : one that reflects our g rowing up and our assumption of 
m o r e and m o r e r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f r o m the G o v e r n m e n t of 
Canada. 

The creation of this new department provides for one new 
person-year. The rest of the s t a f f are being t ransferred f r o m 
other programs and departments. M r . Chairman, we on this 
side do have a responsibili ty to manage the Government of 
Yukon as e f f ic ien t ly as possible, and to that end we have deter­
mined that, both f r o m a representation and an adminis t ra t ion 
point o f v iew, we now require an of f ice and a permanent pre­
sence in Ottawa. I t is anticipated that we w i l l be placing a 
senior person Of this Government , and p rov id ing c le r ica l 
assistance in the of f ice . 

In tergovernmenta l Relations are becoming a more impor­
tant par t of our l i f e a l l of the t ime . M r . Chairman, this iden t i f i ­
able funct ion is in fact , a par t of every other provincia l or 
t e r r i t o r i a l government in Canada, and in Order for us to deal 
e f f i c ien t ly w i t h the other jur isdict ions , we are required to build 
some expertise in the area. 

Again , M r . Chai rman, w i t h more sophistication in our Gov­
ernment, the necessity fo r policy coordination becomes ever 
increasingly evident. 

M r . Chai rman, I do not know that I can say anything too 
much about our Land Claims Secretariat, and the work that 
they have been doing. People work ing in this branch fo r Y T G 
are; I would submit , doing a tremendous service for a l l of the 
people of the T e r r i t o r y . We have every reason to think now that 
an agreement resul t ing f r o m the eight years of negotiations is 
rea l ly in sight. 

Mr. Penikett: I want to make a comment, first, about the 
Ottawa of f ice . I must say l a m a skeptic about this expenditure. 
I doubt very much i f there is rea l ly anything substantial to be 
gained by having an embassy in Ottawa. The Government 
Leader has just indicated that he is planning to instal l a f a i r l y 
senior o f f i c i a l i n that place; a senior o f f i c i a l w i th a s t a f f of one. 
Presumably some of the scarce management talent f r o m this 
place w i l l be shipped down to Ottawa, where I gather there is a 
surplus o f such talent, at least according to what those people 
w i l l t e l l you. You are going to take a senior person away f r o m 
this Government, where competent senior people are in short 
supply, and send them to Ottawa, w i t h some k ind of c ler ical 
assistance. 

Now, I a m not sure what this person is going to do, because I 
doubt ve ry much , given m y observations of other s imi la r 
off ices , i f this person is rea l ly going to be able to intrude on the 
telephone conversations and direct m a i l communications be­
tween d i f fe ren t ministers and thei r counterparts in Ottawa. 

I f the person is real ly able, rea l ly ski l led, and real ly know­
ledgeable enough, and has the k ind o f comprehensive know­
ledge of the Ottawa scene and the k ind of rank and clout that 
w i l l get doors open f o r h i m there, then i t rea l ly should be 
someone who should be work ing back here in Whitehorse, not 
s i t t ing in an of f ice in Ottawa. 

Now, I a m concerned about this expenditure because last 
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year we closed down a Vancouver of f ice , which some people 
thought was doing a good service. Some of the arguments the 
Government made about the d iminish ing effectiveness o f that 
of f ice I a m sure could wel l be applied to this off ice that has yet 
to be opened in Ottawa. 

I think i t is useful to recal l the N W T experience in opening an 
off ice . NWT has, I think, acquired the reputation in recent 
years as a financial basket case, but, for a number of years, i t 
was the favouri te of the people in Ottawa; they seemed to have 
an unl imi ted supply of money fo r a l l sorts of peculiar things. 

I believe their Education Budget, fo r example, was greater 
than our total budget. They seemed to believe that the Commis­
sioner's expenditures over there, on visitations and par ty ing 
and ceremonial activit ies, was probably as great as some of 
the amounts of money we spend on useful things. Most of that 
money came f r o m Ottawa. 

The NWT Government opened an of f ice in Ottawa, curiously 
enough, exactly at the point where the NWT people decided to 
vote for an Opposition Member o f Par l iament ; given the close 
pol i t ical a f f i n i t y between the adminis t ra t ion of the NWT and 
the Government in Ottawa, I guess that they fe l t the correct 
l ine, the voice of the people, migh t be expressed in a way that 
was not to the satisfaction of the Commissioner. So they opened 
an of f ice in Ottawa. 

The M P , I recal l , was very concerned about this. They had 
opened this of f ice ; they had placed this person in there and he 
was called the NWT liaison of f icer . The M P was very con­
cerned that they had appointed this person just as he had been 
elected, because i t seemed the two events seemed to be re­
lated, so he made a habit of phoning this of f ice . He used to 
phone some mornings and find no one there. He used to phone i t 
quite regular ly and ask the person who was si t t ing in the of f ice 
when they were there, what they were doing, and received 
rather inadequate explanations. 

T gather that af ter a while the incumbent in the of f ice became 
quite an embarrassment to the Government of NWT. Now, this 
practice of having liaison offices or external offices, is, I th ink, 
one that we should enter w i t h extreme caution. I think some of 
the huge provincia l governments such as Ontario and Quebec 
have offices such as these, not only in Ottawa, but around the 
w o r l d . They have become q u i t e c o n t r o v e r s i a l . I know 
Quebec's, par t icu la r ly , have been somewhat i rksome to the 
national government. 

But I think Ontario and BC cer ta inly have them in London. I 
know Quebec has them in Paris . I think Ontario has one in 
Paris , and i t would not surprise me i f Ontario has one in Rome, 
too. The jus t i f ica t ion fo r these is a l l the benefits we can get fo r 
trade and so fo r th . We have a lot of t ruck w i t h Ottawa, but we 
do not have much trade, so there is a d i f fe ren t jus t i f ica t ion in 
this case. 

But I w o r r y about this, because given our smal l population, I 
a m not sure i t is a jus t i f iab le expenditure. I n fac t i f you were 
going to be ta lk ing about economic rewards f r o m such an 
expenditure, we migh t be better o f f having an off ice in Cal i for­
nia, a source of many of our tourists, and i f we were to open an 
Office there, M r . Chai rman, I would be quite w i l l i ng to volun­
teer to s ta f f i t . 

I th ink i t is an expenditure which has not been proven. I do not 
th ink the explanation of the Government Leader is suff ic ient . I 
would be very interested in seeing the par t icular indiv idual 
who is going to be s ta f f ing this of f ice . I f i t is someone now in the 
department, I think i t would probably be appropriate for us to 
ask, more par t icu lar ly , jus t exact ly what their duty is going to 
be. Is this a person who is going to have an entry to Deputy 
Ministers? Is this a person who is going to be representing this 
Government before Members of Par l iament or Senators? I f so, 
I have some qualms about that because that is a role I do not 
l ike c i v i l seryants, of whatever rank, to intrude i n ; into the 
appropriate dialogue between heads of government and legis-
lc tors, whatever level of government they sit. That is a general 
concern. 

I have a specific concern about the Land Claims Off ice . The 
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Government Leader and I have agreed in the past not to com­
municate about this subject in the House. I have had some 
questions which he has refused to answer, and i t seems to me 
that is where we have le f t i t . But I have one question now that I 
do want to ask and the Government Leader may not have the 
in format ion handy, and I hope he w i l l undertake to provide i t i f 
i t is not handy. 

That in fo rmat ion that I would l ike is: the proport ion of this 
amount estimated that is spent on legal fees in connection wi th 
land c la ims. I t may not be able to be est imated for the coming 
year, but I would be most interested in what we spent on legal 
fees last year, and who were the beneficiaries of those fees. 
There has been one f a i r l y we l l known local person who has 
been heard of, i n connection w i t h the land cla ims process, but I 
would be interested in knowing whether there were other 
lawyers involved too; i f there is a bat tery of them, or i f there is 
just one. I f there is just one, what k ind of revenue d id that f i r m 
derive f r o m the land claims process last year? 

Mr. Veale: The Ot tawa of f ice of this Government, M r . 
Chairman, is on a plane, I think, w i t h the Faro Liquor Store. No 
one has asked fo r i t and no one needs this expenditure, part icu­
l a r ly when i t is going to be one of the m a j o r reasons for the 
taxat ion o f fue l , which is going to have severe inf la t ionary 
consequences throughout the entire Te r r i to ry . I t w i l l even cost 
the back bencher f r o m Porter Creek more to dr ive into town 
every day. But i t w i l l cost people r igh t i n their food baskets 
every day as wel l . To have that money going fo r this par t icular 
expenditure, M r . Chairman, I feel is completely unjus t i f ied . I 
would be interested in hearing what the actual cost is going to 
be broken down. There have been a number of f igures bandied 
about, but let us hear the actual costs f r o m the Government 
Leader. 

The Other thing that is not clear f r o m this is whether or not 
the Pipeline Off ice is included in inter-governmental relations. 
And i f so, I would be interested i n having a breakdown. We 
knoW that $900,000 was spent in the 1979-80 Budget year, I would 
assume, and I have not had a f igure yet fo r the 1980-81, nor a 
f igure on the project ion for 1981-82. 

I would l ike to put the Government Leader on notice for that. 
Regarding land claims, would the Government Leader ind i ­

cate the breakdown of land cla ims expenditures—between the 
negotiations w i th the Council fo r Yukon Indians and the nego­
tiations w i t h COPE ? That is a very simple breakdown to make. 

Mr. Chairman: The Chair, assuming that the general dis­
cussion has been completed, would l ike to ca r ry w i t h the de­
partment . 

Hon. Mr. Pearson: M r . Chai rman, I would l ike to take the 
opportunity to answer those questions that I can; I th ink prob­
ably I can pret ty wel l answer them a l l . 

A d d r e s s i n g f i r s t the c o m m e n t s o f t he M e m b e r f o r 
Whitehorse West, M r . Cha i rman: I suspect i t has been a f a i r l y 
long t ime since he has been in Ottawa and seen what is real ly 
happening there, or real ly found out what is happening in this 
Government. 

I n spite o f the apparent fa i lu re of the N W T off ice , M r . Chair­
man, I th ink I should te l l h i m that i t was such a fa i lu re that they 
have now opened another one; they have got two of them there. 

M r . Cha i rman , there cannot be any connection or rela­
tionship or hooking-up of the Vancouver of f ice and this Ottawa 
off ice . They are two d i f fe ren t things ent i re ly . We require an 
of f ice i n Ottawa because so much of our work-related rela­
tionship w i t h the Government o f Canada, which has their 
offices i n Ottawa, has changed. We no longer deal only w i th the 
Depar tment of Ind ian A f f a i r s and Nor thern Development. 
Rather, at Ottawa's choosing and bidding, M r . Chai rman, we 
now deal w i t h v i r t ua l l y a l l of the departments on an indiv idual 
basis. 

We have no intention, M r . Chai rman, of put t ing this off ice — 
l ike the N W T did their first o f f ice — in the same bui lding as the 
Department of Indian A f f a i r s and Nor thern Development in 
H u l l , Quebec, because I would respec t fu l ly suggest that , 
although our people may be spending some t ime there, they 

w i l l very l ike ly be spending as much i f not more t ime in other 
departmental off ices i n Ottawa. 

We are finding i t necessary to do this. 
M r . Chairman, this has been looked at: studied very, very 

closely. I t was looked at as much as two years ago, and we have 
not gone into this without g iv ing i t a great deal o f thought. I 
have always had a real problem wi th the establishment of this 
k ind of an off ice in Ottawa, but i t has real ly , t r u l y become a 
necessity of this Government. 

The question w i t h respect to land claims and legal fees, M r . 
Chai rman: we pay one lawyer ; he is our chief negotiator, M r . 
Wi l l a rd Phelps. His contract this year, ef fect ive A p r i l 1, pays 
h i m a salary of $800 a day fo r every day that he negotiates land 
claims. The expenditures, as they apply, are broken out. Our 
contract for this year is $800 a day. 

M r . Chairman, w i t h respect to what the Honourable Leader 
of the Opposition has to say, I do not know that I have to fu r the r 
j u s t i f y the Ottawa of f ice to h i m . 

Wi th respect to the Pipeline Off ice , in 1980 we anticipate the 
expenditure fo r that of f ice to be $302,200. That f igure , M r . 
Chairman, shows in the Supplementary Est imates that we w i l l 
be getting to later on. 

Also, M r . Chai rman, because we have convinced, I th ink, the 
proponent, Foothil ls , and the Northern Pipeline Agency — and 
I hope we are now in the process of convincing the National 
Energy Board — that the costs that our pipeline people incur 
are, in fact , direct costs of the pipeline construction, therefore 
we w i l l be reimbursed. We keep a very , ve ry close t rack of 
those costs, and know down to the dollar how much money we 
spend on pipeline-related work . 

The people in this Pipeline Branch, over the past year, have 
been d ivers i fy ing , because a lot of the pipeline work is gett ing 
done, and have been work ing on other projects, as wel l . Their 
expertise lends them to that k ind of work. We do keep close 
track, and we can j u s t i f y the c la ims that we are mak ing to the 
National Energy Board. I t Wil l be up to the Nat ional Energy 
Board to decide whether we are going to get those payments or 
not. 

I believe I have answered a m a j o r i t y of the questions that 
have been asked. 

I just thought o f one other, M r . Chairman. I want to assure 
the Honourable Member that i t is absolutely impossible fo r 
me, or anyone in this Government, to separate, w i t h respect to 
our costs, the COPE c l a i m and the Council fo r Yukon Indians ' 
c l a im. There is no way that i t can be done. I t is exactly the 
same people work ing on both. 

Mr. Penikett: M r . Chai rman, I would be interested in know­
ing i f the Government Leader can give us any indicat ion of who 
is going to be the senior person s ta f f ing the Ottawa off ice . Does 
he know that yet? 

Hon. Mr. Pearaon: No, M r . Chairman, I do not know that 
yet, I am sorry. 

Mr. Veale: M r . Chai rman, I had understood that there was 
a separate counsel retained f o r the COPE, but that is not cor­
rect. 

Hon. Mr. Pearaon: M r . Chairman, i t may be that what the 
Honourable Member is r e f e r r ing to is that we do have, on a 
short-term contract — I believe i t was three months — a M r . 
John McGi lp , who was f o r m e r l y a director o f the Northern 
A f f a i r s Branch of the Department of Indian A f f a i r s and Nor th­
ern Development, and who was representing us d i rec t ly on 
COPE. 

This came about, M r . Cha i rman , because when Senator 
Steuart was made the COPE negotiator by the Government of 
Canada, by M r . Munro , the Minis ter , he came here and had a 
ta lk w i t h us; he indicated to us that he intended to move very, 
very quickly, and to concentrate an a w f u l lot o f his t ime on the 
COPE Agreement in Pr incip le . He made a suggestion to us that 
he thought that i t would be beneficial to this T e r r i t o r y i f they 
had someone on site in Ottawa to actually deal w i t h h i m and 
wi th COPE on our behalf. 

M r . Chai rman, f o r jus t about the last year now we have been 
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in a situation on the Council fo r Yukon Indians' c l a i m where we 
negotiate two weeks out of a month and then everyone goes 
home fo r two weeks, and then back into negotiations fo r two 
weeks. I t was perceived that we could not take our people who 
were work ing on the C Y I c l a i m and pul l them o f f to go to 
Ottawa and work exclusively on the COPE c l a im . So, the only 
indiv idual person was M r . McGi lp . 

A l l o f the work here is a l l done by the same people. 
Mr; Chairman: Is there any fu r the r general debate? We 

w i l l get down to business then. On Page 200, you w i l l f i nd that 
the department is divided into three programs. The f i r s t one is 
Pol icy Coordination on Page 202. Your in format ion is on Page 
203. 

Mr. Veale: M r . Chai rman, Page 203, the Ottawa of f ice has 
an estimate fo r 1981-82 o f $176,300. How much of that is new 
expenditure, and how much is going to be s imply t ransfer of 
s ta f f to the Ottawa off ice f r o m Whitehorse? 

Hon. Mr. Pearaon: M r . Chai rman, I did not make that 
clear. The one new man-year that I spoke of in m y opening 
remarks , we anticipate to be a person-year in the area of 
c ler ica l support i n the Ottawa of f i ce . 

Mr. Veale: M r . Chai rman, m y question is: $176,300 is going 
to be spent on the Ottawa o f f i ce ; how much of that is going to be 
fo r the Ottawa office? How much is going to be fo r staff? 

Hon. Mr. Pearaon: Give me a ha l f a moment M r . Chai rman 
and I should be able to t e l l you. I can make a f a i r l y close 
estimate. I would think that approximate ly $85,000 would be 
salaries. 

Mr. Veale: That is specif ical ly the Ottawa of f ice then. How 
are the 4.25 person-years that are going to be split between the 
Whitehorse and Ottawa of f ice broken down? 

Hon. Mr. Pearson: I thought I was clear on this, M r . Chair­
man . There w i l l be one person t ransfer red f r o m Whitehorse, I 
anticipate, and we w i l l hire one person fo r c ler ical support, so 
there are two person-years fo r the Ottawa off ice . 

Mr. Veale: So is i t the intention then, to t ransfer the person 
who operates the o f f i c e i n O t t a w a f r o m present s t a f f i n 
Whitehorse, and hire an addit ional person, presumably f r o m 
Ottawa and l i v i n g in Ottawa? 

Hon. Mr. Pearson: Yes, M r . Chai rman. 
Mr. Veale: M r . Chairman* the Government Leader indi ­

cated that the amount of expense allocated to the Pipeline 
Off ice fo r 1980-81,1 believe, was $302,200. That is substantially 
down f r o m the $900,000 which was allocated in 1979-80. 

Hon. Mr. Pearson: Oh, no, M r . Chai rman. 
Mr. Veale: You can c l a r i f y that, but m y question is: what is 

the allocation going to be fo r 1981-82? 
Hon,Mr. Pearson: Wel l , M r . Chai rman, the Pipeline Off ice 

has been in operation fo r four years now. That $900,000 is an 
accumulat ion of something l ike three-and-a-half years of ex­
penses that we have kept t rack of very , very carefu l ly . 

The expenditure fo r 1980-81 is $302,000. 
Again , M r . Chai rman, i t is v i r t u a l l y impossible for me to 

even estimate how much i t is going to cost, d i rec t ly , fo r pipe­
line-related work dur ing the course o f this year, because we do 
not know at this point how much more t ime those par t icu lar 
people are going to have to spend on pipeline-related work . At 
the present t ime , one of them is work ing quite di l igent ly w i t h 
the Depar tment of Educat ion and those people who are put t ing 
together the t r a in ing p rogram. I t is necessary that they be 
there fo r that. So i t w i l l not be possible f o r us to say , "This is the 
Pipeline Off ice and this is a l l they are going to do in f u t u r e " , 
because that is not pract ical any more . We have to f i n d more 
work f o r them. 

Mr. Chairman: Order, please. The Chair has made a mis­
take. I stated that the first p rog ram is Policy Coordination and 
I also stated that the in fo rmat ion f o r the p rogram is oh Page 
203. We should only be work ing w i t h Page 202, Policy Coordina­
t ion , wh ich is a completely separate p rogram f r o m Inter­
governmental Relations. So please deal only w i t h Page 202 at 
this t ime . 

Mr. Penikett: M r . Chai rman, I have one question that is 
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something of a general question. When I look at the programs 
of the new Intergovernmental Relations Department, most of 
them have been continuing programs w i t h the exception o f the 
Policy Coordination, which is rea l ly a new feature. I would 
commend its development because there has not been much 
evidence o f policy coordination up to now. 

Obviously there is going to be a new person of Deputy Minis ­
ter rank coming in to assume the position as Deputy Minis te r to 
the Government Leader. Norma l ly , in many governments, 
that person would be the senior Deputy Minister . F o r that 
reason, and fo r the reason that we have not, up unt i l now, had 
much policy coordination, I would assume that that person's 
strength would be in the policy coordination area. 

Now I have made a couple o f assumptions there. I would 
appreciate i t i f the Government Leader could tel l me i f they are 
correct. 

Hon. Mr. Pearson: Yes, M r . Chairman, I am very happy to 
say that the Honourable Member ' s assumptions are r igh t on. I 
have no hesitation in te l l ing Committee that the Deputy Minis­
ter of this department is John Ferbey, who is a very senior 
Deputy Minis ter in this Government. 

Mr. Penikett: A minor but impor tant point: in many gov­
ernments the Deputy Minis te r to the Leader of the Govern­
ment, one who has a role such as policy coordination; is also 
secretary to the Cabinet. This is not the case in this Govern­
ment. I n terms of rank, which o f the two people is senior, the 
Deputy Minis ter to the Government Leader, who is in charge of 
policy coordination and is presumably l ia is ing w i t h every 
other Deputy Minis ter on a number of things, or the secretary 
to Cabinet who I understand has s imi lar rank? 

Hon. Mr. Pearaon: I a m not quite sure what the Honourable 
Member means by rank, M r . Chai rman, but the Deputy Minis­
ter of In tergovernmenta l Relations is paid a considerably 
higher salary than the Deputy Minis ter of the Executive Coun­
c i l Off ice . 

Mr. Penikett: So in te rms of delegation, should the Govern­
ment Leader have occasion to do that in connection w i t h Where 
those twO off ices in te r face , the Deputy Minis te r o f Inter­
governmental Relations w i l l be the ranking off icer . Is that 
correct? 

Hon. Mr. Pearson: M r . Chai rman, I foresee the necessity 
fo r the two to work together on an a w f u l lot of things, because i t 
is necessary. I n fac t there was very serious consideration 
given to br inging i t a l l into one package. We did seek some very 
good advice, and the advice was f a i r l y unanimous that we 
should keep them separate. So although I see them work ing 
together, I sincerely hope that I do not run into any k ind of a 
confl ic t situation. 

Mr. Penikett: I do not want to waste a lo t of t ime on i t , M r . 
Chairman; I just want i t to be clear, because there are many 
provincial governments where the Cabinet secretary is in fac t 
s imply Cabinet secretary. There is a Deputy Minis ter to the 
Premier who is the acknowledged senior Deputy Minis te r fo r 
a l l purposes; purposes of communicat ing government policy 
or acting in a Case of an in terregnum. 

I n Ottawa, as we know, there is the one person who is the 
senior Deputy Minis ter and secretary to the Cabinet — but I 
think I a m now clear on what the Government Leader is doing. 

Mr. Chairman: Shall the Pol icy Coordination P r o g r a m 
clear? 

Some Members: Agreed. 
Mr. Chairman: I declare that Policy Coordinantion Prog­

r a m is cleared. 
I would l ike to refer the Committee to Page 203, under the 

Intergovernmental Relations Program. Any discussion on that 
program? 

Mr. Penikett: There is heavy emphasis i n the nar ra t ive on 
the relationship between this Government and the Federal 
Government. Given our present colonial status, that is not 
surprising, but there is also, as the Government Leader knows, 
considerable correspondence between ministers of this Gov-

v ernment and their counterparts in provincia l governments. 
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I would have thought that, f r o m a point of view of eff ic iency, 
communicat ion is most easily fac i l i ta ted on a one-torone basis 
or on a direct basis. There is real ly not that much need fo r an 
of f ice such as In tergovernmenta l Relations to interfere in 
communications between minis ter to minister communicat ion 
or deputy minis ter to deputy minister . 

Perhaps the Government Leader could give us some indica­
tion as to what extent, or What kind of role, this of f ice w i l l play, 
in relationships between this Government and its provincia l 
counterparts. 

Hon. Mr. Pearaon: M r . Chairman, as I stated in m y open­
ing remarks , we have found that we are developing a very good 
communicat ion network o f minister to minister . A l l of the 
Cabinet Members have had considerable dealings now wi th 
their counterparts, in most of the provincia l jurisdict ions. 

M r . Chairman, what that has real ly pointed out to us but is 
not yet apparent to the adminis t ra t ion in this Government, is 
that as a result o f that line of communicat ion another one must 
open up, because ministers do not do any adminis t ra t ive work. 
I f there is going to be any follow-up to what the ministers talk 
about, i t has to be done by off icers . 

We have found that in a l l cases, there is ah identif iable de­
partment in every government in Canada that does this, which 
is called the Intergovernmental Relations Department or In ­
tergovernmental A f f a i r s , Or something l ike that. They deal, at 
the adminis t ra t ive level , w i th whatever matters are being 
talked about at the min is te r ia l level. I t is a new departure for 
this Government. 

I agree, M r . Chai rman, there is some emphasis and maybe 
an over-emphasis on the Ottawa situation, but, once again, that 
is a re f lec t ion that has become very obvious to the adminis t ra­
t ion in this Government. We are now having to deal w i t h other 
departments in Ottawa a l l of the t ime. 

At one point in t ime we never, ever phoned anyone but the 
Department of Indian A f f a i r s and Northern Development. I f 
you wanted to ta lk to somebody in the Department of Energy, 
Mines and Resources, you ta lked to the Department of Indian 
A f f a i r s and Nor thern Development, Energy, Mines and Re­
sources guys. That is what happened; that does not happen any 
more. 

I f I want to ta lk to someone in Energy, Mines and Resources, 
M r . Chairman, I phone them now, or they phone me. We may 
send copies to the Department of Indian A f f a i r s and Northern 
Development on any correspondence. We t r y to do that to keep 
them involved. Also they s t i l l run an a w f u l lot of interference 
for us. 

Mr. Penikett: What the Government Leader is saying is 
that we did have a Department of Intergovernmental Rela­
tions before, but the Federal Government was paying fo r i t . 
F r o m a f inancia l point of view maybe i t was a more desirable 
situation. 

Point 3 in the p rogram objectives is: "To monitor, assess, 
and analyze the decisions of other governments in pol i t ical 
events in other jur i sd ic t ions . . . " which real ly does get back to 
the provincial point I was making . Let me express a caution on 
this point. I know, because I have had fr iends in such depart­
ments i n other p r o v i n c i a l governments . The Government 
Leader wants to make sure that he exercises some restraint in 
this department. I hope no one w i l l take offence by m y saying 
this but I cer ta inly hope he keeps his foot on M r . Ferbey's neck, 
because I know f r o m a couple of the governments that these 
departments become monsters. 

You give them a mandate, such as analyzing a l l the decisions 
of every other government in the country and you have got 
work that w i l l never be done, w i l l never be complete, and w i l l 
require an in f in i t e number of public servants i f i t starts to get 
any momentum. Because analyzing the minut iae of every reg­
ulation and every provinc ia l government would keep more 
people busy than we have in the Yukon. 

There is a problem on another count. Policy coordination is 
highly desirable, but I know that in Manitoba they set up what I 
think they called a p rog ram and policy planning secretariat, 
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the head of which was a deputy minis ter to the Premier . I knew 
the fellow who was the deputy minis ter fo r that job and they 
had continual wars, because they were t r y i n g to plan and set 
priori t ies and programs w i t h the line departments, who had 
their own priori t ies and their own progams, whatever govern­
ment came into place; they had their own policy, i f you l ike . 

Much energy, I feel, can be wasted, i f the wrong personality 
is i n place. I happen to know that M r . Ferbey is a very accom­
modating gentleman, so I a m sure that that is not going to 
happen under his regime. 

Mr. Chairman: Any fu r the r advice or questions? 
Mr. Veale: Lots of advice, M r . Chai rman. P icky point: the 

$85,000 in salaries, how is that broken down between the cleric­
a l and the senior person who runs the off ice? 

Hon. Mr. Pearson: M r . Chai rman, I would respectful ly 
suggest that the salary costs fo r the senior person are going to 
be $60,000 a year; and the c ler ical person $25,000 a year, fo r a 
total of $85,000. 

Mr. Chairman: Any fu r the r questions? Shall the p rogram 
carry? 

Some Members: I declare the In tergovernmenta l Rela­
tions program cleared. 

I refer Committee to Page 204 under the heading of Land 
Claims. Are there questions? 

Mr. Veale: M r . Chairman, the rentals have actual ly in ­
creased 63 percent. I wonder i f that can be explained, bearing 
in mind that there has not been any increase in person-years. 

Hon. Mr. Pearaon: Yes, M r . Chairman. I agree that there 
has not been any increase in person-years, but, M r : Chai rman, 
the rentals of $42,500 is what we have now as rentals of the Land 
Claims Off ice and the Pipeline Off ice , and the two people who 
are i n the branch that we used to ca l l In tergovernmenta l 
A f f a i r s here in this bui lding. The addit ional cost is fo r the 
increase in square footage rental cost in this bui ld ing, and fo r 
the rental of off ice accommodation in Ottawa. 

Mr. Penikett: Much focus, M r . Chairman,- has been put 
upon a scheduled date, or a deadline or a goal fo r complet ing an 
agreement in pr inciple . F r o m this Government Leader's point 
o f v iew: fo l lowing an agreement in pr inciple , how long would 
he anticipate mainta in ing such an of f ice , or how long would he 
anticipate our being involved in such expenditures, fo l lowing 
an agreement in pr inciple on this subject? 

Hon. Mr. Pearaon: W i t h respect to L a n d Cla ims , M r . 
Chairman? I do not know. I t migh t be that we would not need an 
off ice any more, or that we migh t have to have people identi­
f ied specifically for Land Claims because i t is m y sincere hope 
that, when we get an agreement in pr inciple , we as a Govern­
ment are going to be able to stand up and say to the people of the 
Ter r i to ry , "This is i t . This is what we rea l ly believe in . Along 
w i t h the Native people, this is what we th ink should be the 
settlement". A t that point in t ime there should not be any 
requirement fo r the k ind o f negotiations that go on now. I n 
other words, I cannot see the t r ipa r t i t e type of negotiations that 
are in place at the present t ime between the Government of 
Canada, the Government of the Yukon, and the Council fo r 
Yukon Indians. 

Mr. Penikett: I ask the question, a serious one, because as I 
understand i t C Y I anticipates some considerable period of 
implementat ion, and there migh t be a number of issues which 
are Constitutional which would involve some very sensitive 
negotiations 

I understand the Government Leader to be indicat ing that 
that migh t not be the responsibili ty of this o f f ice , and that 
migh t he wel l and good, and there may be some role fo r the 
Legislature, hopeful ly. 

What I am interested in f r o m the Government Leader is a 
question of pol icy: previously when he and I had sparred in this 
House on this question, he had not been prepared to c o m m i t his 
Government to the question of recognition o f aboriginal r ights 
as a policy position of the Government. Could I just ask h i m this 
question: Since the consensus position emerged f r o m the Con­
st i tu t ional Commit tee , and the Government Leader 's pre-
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sentation to the Joint Commit tee on Constitution, whether, i n 
fact , that substantial progressive shi f t i n the stated policy of 
this Government has improved the c l imate of negotiations at 
all? Would he be prepared to comment on that? 

Hon. Mr. Pearson: I do not th ink there has been a shif t i n 
this Government in any way, shape or f o r m , M r . Chai rman 
Our relationship w i t h the Council f o r Yukon Indians w i t h re­
spect to not only land c la ims, but everything, has been impro­
ving d ramat ica l ly , and i t rea l ly started, I believe, M r . Chair­
man , w i t h the appointment o f M r . O'Connor as the Land 
Claims Negotiator. I w i l l always, always, always wish that I 
had thought of recommending Dennis O'Connor as the Land 
Claims Negotiator, as he has just done a tremendous job. The 
accord that exists today is, I believe, a result of h i m . 

Mr. Penikett: I a m glad to hear the Government Leader is 
in favour of this. I a m not going to quibble but, in the past, the 
Government Leader w i l l admi t that, by the t ime of last year 's 
Budget, I had not been able to ext rac t f r o m h i m a commitment 
on the question of aboriginal r igh ts ; however, we w i l l leave 
that where i t sits. I a m sure a l l Members of this House share his 
enthusiasm fo r Dennis O'Connor. 

Mr. Chairman: Shall the Land Claims Department carry? 
Some Members: Agreed. 
Mr. C h a i r m a n : I d ec l a r e the L a n d C l a i m s P r o g r a m 

cleared. 
Is the Committee prepared to ca r ry the total amount to be 

voted fo r the Intergovernmental Relations of $962,400? 
Some Members: Agreed. 
M r . C h a i r m a n : I declare the amount carr ied. 
I would l ike the Committee now to tu rn to Page 208, under the 

Department of Finance. 
Hon. Mr. Pearson: M r . Cha i rman, I am pleased to present 

the 1981-82 M a i n Estimates f o r the Department of Finance. 
As wel l as a l l of the day-to-day activit ies of any f inancia l 

operation, the Department of Finance has been very involved 
w i t h improv ing the f inanc ia l management systems for the 
Government of Yukon in the past year, and w i l l continue this 
task dur ing the 1981-82 f isca l year. 

I would l ike to highl ight some of the improvements to date, 
and indicate others to take place in the fu ture . Dur ing 1980-81, 
f inancia l signing authorities were revised, to give ministers 
signing author i ty fo r their departments fo r the f i r s t t ime, 

The f o r m and content of the M a i n Estimates were s ign i f i ­
cant ly improved to provide more meaningfu l in format ion , be­
ginning w i t h the 1981-82 presentation. 

The 1979-80 Te r r i t o r i a l Accounts were tabled on t ime dur ing 
the previous F a l l Session; the first t ime that any of us could 
remember this happening. 

A number of financial management system projects were 
completed or started, and, dur ing 1981-82, the department w i l l 
continue to work on f inancia l management system projects. 

The department w i l l re f ine the revised f o r m and content of 
the M a i n Est imates, as they get feedback f r o m the various 
users of the document. 

As we l l , a review w i l l be undertaken on the f o r m and content 
of both the Capi tal Est imates and the Te r r i t o r i a l Accounts. 

Mr. Veale: I note that although personal income tax has not 
increased in the Te r r i t o ry , the revenue generated the re f rom 
has increased by $2 m i l l i o n . That; I think, is s ignif icant in its 
comment on how personal income tax works in the Ter r i to ry . 

The other comment I have, M r . Chai rman, i s ' r egard ing 
home owners' grants. Correct me i f I a m wrong, but I under­
stand they do not apply to renters and I would say that the 
expansion of that p rogram to compensate renters for the por­
t ion o f their rent that is going towards property tax , as done i n 
most other jurisdict ions, would be a good step for the Govern­
ment to take. 

Mr. Chairman: There being no fu r the r debate on the De­
par tment of Finance — 

Hon. Mr. Pearson: Yes, M r . Chai rman, I should point out to 
the Honourable Member that the est imated revenue for in­
come tax is a number that we get f r o m the Federal Depart-
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ment of Finance. We do not have any option to argue i t , second 
guess i t , or anything else. They just advise us that they are 
going to collect, on our behalf, this amount of money in income 
tax dur ing the for thcoming year. So M r . Chai rman, I have no 
way of j u s t i f y ing or second-guessing that number. 

Wi th respect to the home owners' grant, i t has always been 
exactly that : a home owners' grant. Of course, I guess we 
would have to s tar t out by changing the name, i f we were to 
adopt the suggestion made by the Honourable Member . 

Mr. Chairman: I would l ike to refer the Committee to Page 
210.1 would l ike to comment on the number of programs that 
the Department of Finance has. I t has three programs. We w i l l 
s tart w i th Treasury. 

Mr. Penikett: M r . Chai rman, I have one br ie f question. One 
of the p rogram objectives of this department is to provide 
assistance to a l l departments and agencies in f inanc ia l mat­
ters. The Government Leader w i l l recal l a question which has 
some bearing on the Public Service Commission, fo r which he 
is also responsible. I believe i t was last year that I had occasion 
to ask i f the Government Leader was content or satisfied that, 
in the competitions fo r a l l f inancia l management positions, 
there was now on the board an of f icer f r o m the Department o f 
Finance. There was at least one occasion I know of where i t 
was not happening last year, but can he sat isfy me on that point 
now? 

Hon. Mr. Pearaon: Yes, M r . Chairman, that does happen. 
Mr. Veale: M r . Cha i rman , there has always been con­

cerned raised about the tu rn around t ime for an invoice coming 
in and the cheque actual ly going out. Does the Government 
Leader have any indication of what that is now, generally 
speaking? 

Hon. Mr. Pearson: M r . Chairman, we are t r y i n g very ha rd 
to keep i t at 30 days or less. There are occasions when some­
thing happens and, fo r one reason or another, the t u rn around 
t ime is longer. Upon investigation, M r . Chai rman, nine t imes 
out of ten, i t is found that the hold-up is not in Treasury. There 
are occasions when something does get lost in the paper shuff le 
in Treasury, but normal ly , i f there is a procedural hold-up, i t is 
nbt at this level ; i t happens, normal ly , somewhere else in the 
administrat ion. 

M r . Chairman, i f i t is ever brought to Members ' at tention 
that someone is looking f o r a cheque or they have invoiced us 
and i t is an ex t raord inar i ly long t ime — and more than 30 days, 
M r . Chairman, I respectful ly submit, is an ex t raord inar i ly 
long t ime — I sincerely ask that they contact us and let us 
know. Specifics are very , very easy to chase down. I t is the 
generalities that we rea l ly do have a problem w i t h . 

Mr. Penikett: The Government Leader w i l l recal l a couple 
of cases which I brought to his attention concerning late pay­
ment of wages, and these were back pay fo l lowing the collec­
t ive agreement. 

The Government Leader may want to comment on that now, 
but I would probably do better i f I just give h i m notice because I 
happen to know i t is a subject of a comment in the Public 
Accounts Committee Report and he may want to respond more 
f u l l y at that t ime. 

Hon. Mr. Pearson: M r . Chairman, I can say that the pay­
ment o f back pay, in respect to the collective agreements, is a 
negotiated and agreed-to fac tor in the collective agreements. 
We had to a r b i t r a r i l y work in when and how we could pay the 
casuals. I believe, M r . Chairman, the Honourable Member ' s 
m a j o r concern was w i t h casuals. 

There are great things to be said about computers, M r . 
Chairman, and a l l of the joys and benefits that they b r ing us. 
One of them i s that things must happen in a very, ve ry order ly 
fashion and, regretably, when i t comes to this k ind of th ing , the 
casuals are at the bot tom of the list a l l of the t ime. Really, i t is a 
regrettable th ing that i t has to take so long to pay them. I just 
do not believe that there was any reasonable way around i t this 
t ime. 

Mr. Chairman: Shall the Treasury Department clear? 
Some Members: Agreed. 
Mr. C h a i r m a n : I dec la re T r e a s u r y D e p a r t m e n t has 
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cleared. 
I would now l ike to refer Committee to Page 212 Under the 

heading, Insurance. Is there any discussion? 
Mr. Veale: I have a question re la t ing to the increase in 

Workers ' Compensation. I take i t that is a payment made by 
the Government to Workers ' Compensation that any employer 
would make. Is that correct? 

Hon. Mr. Pearson: Now, M r . Chai rman, this Government 
is what is called a "self- insurer" , l ike every government in 
Canada is — I th ink w i t h the exception of the Government of 
Northwest Te r r i to r i e s — who ac tua l ly part icipates in the 
Workers ' Compensation Fund as an employer. No, M r . Chair­
man, that number represents this Government 's ten percent 
administrat ion cost — I believe i t is ten per cent, I am f a i r l y 
confident i t is. The adminis t ra t ion cost charged to the Govern­
ment is ten percent, based on the number of employees we 
have, and the payro l l , and so on and so fo r th : We pay the same 
adminis t ra t ive costs as every other employer does, but we do 
not pay insurance costs to the Workers ' Compensation Board. 
Rather, M r . Cha i rman , i f one o f our employees is adjudged to 
be a recipient of Workers ' Compensation, we then pay i t . 

Mr. Veale: Perhaps the Government Leader could explain 
why the substantial increase then, i f i n fac t there is real ly no 
signif icant person-years increase in the Government? 

Hon. Mr. Pearson: M r . Cha i rman , the admin i s t r a t ive 
costs for Workers ' Compensation have gone up. Also, included 
in that number w i l l be Workers ' Compensation that we w i l l 
have to pay. 

Mr. Veale: M r . Chai rman, i t is an $82,000 increase, a n d l a m 
just not clear. You say i t is an adminis t ra t ion cost. 

Hon. Mr. Pearaon: I would be happy to give the Honourable 
Member a breakdown of that Workers ' Compensation expendi­
ture. 

Mr. Veale: Just an in fo rmat ion question on the insurance 
policies: could the Government Leader explain the notes in­
dicat ing that there is a comprehensive general l i ab i l i t y of $1 
m i l l i o n ; the umbrel la l i ab i l i t y is $15; excess is $10 m i l l i o n . 
Could he explain what those three d i f fe ren t policies cover? 

Hon. Mr. Pearson: No, M r . Chai rman, I cannot f a l l into the 
t rap of explaining what these three are. Once again, I would be 
prepared to make that k ind of detailed in format ion available, 
but I th ink I would want to do i t i n w r i t i n g , to make sure that i t is 
done correct ly . 

Mr. Veale: M r . Chai rman, I appreciate that. The important 
th ing , I th ink, is the explanat ion of why a comprehensive 
general l i ab i l i t y has such a low l i m i t , but there must be some 
explanation of the other two policies covering that. 

Hon. Mr. Pearson: M r . Chai rman, I w i l l get the in fo rma­
tion. 

Mr. Chairman: Shall the Insurance p rogram clear? 
Some Members: Agreed. 
Mr. Chairman: I declare that the Insurance program has 

cleared. 
I re fer the Committee to the p rogram on Grants on Page 214. 

The in format ion is on Page 215. Is there any discussion on 
Grants program? 

Hon. Mr. Pearson: M r . Chai rman, as I stated i n Question 
Period — I believe i t was today — w i t h the in format ion that we 
have now received f r o m Ottawa, We w i l l be ref lec t ing some 
more money under the line "Energy Equalizat ion Grants" , but 
i t w i l l be Federal money. We sort of launder i t , M r . Chairman. 

Mr. Veale: The p r o g r a m objec t ive : " T o help Yukoners 
offset the high cost o f l i v i n g in Nor thern Canada", is cer ta inly a 
laudable one. However, w i t h respect to renters not receiving 
any rebate, I would th ink that the p rogram objective should 
apply to renters. I was wondering whether the Government 
Leader would be prepared to make a greater commitment 
than he d id a few minutes ago, about including renters in that 
program? 

Hon. Mr. Pearson: Wel l , M r . Chai rman, we have opened i t 
up some. We have in fac t made i t easier fo r more people to get 
home owners' grants now, but I do have a problem w i t h the 

grant going to those who do n o t — i t then becomes that someone 
l iv ing in the house gets a grant , or someone l i v i n g here gets a 
grant. The p rogram was designed specif ical ly to help those 
residents of the Te r r i t o ry who do own their own homes. Now, I 
appreciate, M r . Chai rman, that that does d iscr iminate against 
the renter. But i t is those people who do own their own homes 
who are paying direct taxes. The Renter pays his or her taxes 
indirect ly . 

Mr. Penikett: Certainly, M r . Chai rman, i f the Government 
Leader real ly wanted to help these poor people, he could just 
abolish the school tax, and he would be re turn ing a lot more 
money to them than in fac t handing out the home owners' 
grant . I t is a neat t r i c k : the L o r d giveth and the L o r d taketh 
away. They take a m i l l i o n do l la rs f r o m the residents o f 
Whitehorse on school taxes, and hand them back about ha l f of 
that i n home owners' grants. Wel l , you get more votes doing i t 
that way, but I would think there is a law of d imin ish ing returns 
a f te r a whi le ; pol i t ical returns on this k ind Of p rogram. A t 
some point you could probably make i t more ra t ional . 

Mr. Chairman: Shall the p rogram clear? 
Mr. Veale: M r . Chai rman, are you going to go to Page 217, 

Revenue and Recoveries? 
Mr. Chairman: No, I want to clear Grants f i r s t . 
Mr. Veale: Wel l , I w i l l ask m y question now, i f you are not 

going to go to Page 217. 
Mr. Chairman: I w i l l be going there. I jus t want to clear 

Grants. 
Mr. Veale: Thank you. 
Mr.Chairman: Shall the p rogram clear? 
Some Members : Agreed. 
Mr. Chairman: I declare the Grants P r o g r a m cleared. 
I would l ike to refer the next fo l lowing three pages to the 

Committee here. Is there any question? 
Mr. Veale: I have a question on l iquor p r o f i t licences and 

surcharges. Does that include any increases, or is that just 
normal consumption increases that are going to take place? 

Hon. Mr. Pearaon: No, M r . Chairman, that is just normal 
consumption increases that take place, as a l l Honourable 
Members w i l l recal l . We have sort o f pegged our tax at a 
percentage of the cost of l iquor, so as the costs go up, our taxes 
do increase a proport ional amount. The est imated increase is 
only an increase in consumption. 

Mr. Veale: Does that indicate then that there w i l l be an 
increase in revenue to this Government, according to its tax 
proportion on the new increase in costs that have just been 
announced? 

Hon. Mr. Pearson: Yes, M r . Cha i rman , approximate ly 
$10,000 of that $300,000 would be a tax increase. 

Mr. Chairman: Is the Committee prepared to adopt the 
amount o f $3,533,000 fo r the Department of Finance? 

Some Members: Agreed. 
Mr. Chairman: I declare that amount car r ied . 
I would l ike to re fe r Committee to Page 222, the Department 

of L i b r a r y and In fo rma t ion Resources. We have t ime enough, I 
th ink, for general debate on this. 

Hon. Mrs. McCall : M r . Chai rman, is the House agreed that 
we should go on? I t is a ra ther short t ime. Wel l , I w i l l skip the 
preamble, i n that case. 

I th ink that the p rogram is self-explanatory. There are a lot 
of departmental objective narrat ives wr i t t en into the pages, so 
perhaps we can gO ahead. 

Mr. Chairman: Is there fu r the r general debate on the de­
partment? 

Mr. Penikett: I l ike the l i b r a ry , M r . Chai rman. 
Mr. Chairman: The depar tment is, again, d iv ided into 

three d i f fe ren t programs. We shall now go on to Page 224, 
Adminis t ra t ion . Any discussion on that program? 

Some Members: Clear. 
Mr. C h a i r m a n : I declare the A d m i n i s t r a t i o n P r o g r a m 

cleared. 
I refer Committee to L i b r a r y Services, Page 226. You w i l l 

f i nd your statistics on Page 227. Any questions? 



April 2. 1981 YUKON HANSARD Page 121 

Shall the L i b r a r y Services p rog ram clear? 
S o m Members: Agreed. 
Mr. Chairman: I declare the L i b r a r y Services p rogram 

cleared. 
I refer Committee now to Page 230, Yukon Archives and 

Records Services. You w i l l f i n d your in format ion on Page 231. 

Mr. Veale: Could the Minis te r give an explanation of the 
increase of two person-years to a new record station for Re­
newable Resources? What does that involve? 

Hon. Mra. McCall : Yes, M r . Chai rman; the micrographics 
coordinator is a new position. The salary funds are not new 
money. There is a contract position fo r a records management 
c lerk , so in actual fac t there is no new money, although there is 
a casual position and one new person-year. 

Mr. Vcalc: M r . Cha i rman, I was interested in what that 
record station does fo r Renewable Resources. What are they 
recording? 

Hon. Mrs. McCall : I t was before m y t ime, M r . Chai rman, 
but I believe i t was a year that was t ransferred f r o m someone 
who was work ing in Renewable Resources, and the position 
was t ransferred over. Perhaps the fo rmer Minis ter of the De­
par tment of L i b r a r y and In fo rma t ion Services remembers 
why there is a person-year f r o m Renewable Resources. 

Mr. Penikett: There are at least three f o r m e r Ministers o f 
Renewable Resources over there. She should be specific about 
which one she is r e f e r r i ng to. 

Hon. Mrs. McCall : No, the f o r m e r Minis ter of L i b r a r y and 
In fo rmat ion Services. 

Mr. Chairman: Mrs . McCal l , would you l ike to repeat that? 
Hon. Mra. McCall : There was a person-year taken f r o m the 

Department of Renewable Resources and put into L i b r a r y and 
In fo rmat ion Services. I t was before m y t ime so I cannot te l l 
exactly why, but perhaps the f o r m e r Minis ter of L i b r a r y and 
In fo rmat ion Services could. 

Mr. Veale: Perhaps the Minis te r could just find out and 
provide an answer in w r i t i n g . 

Mr. Chairman: Just fo r Hansard purposes would you m i n d 
repeating your question, M r . Veale? 

Mr. Veale: For the purposes of Hansard, M r . Chai rman, I 
have this question of t r y i n g to find out what this Record Station 
does, and no one seems to know, but the Minis ter could provide 
the answer in w r i t i n g and save a lot of t ime. We do not want to 
waken the three people in the back row. 

Hon. Mrs. McCall : M r . Chai rman, the position now is in 
Records, w i t h L i b r a r y and In fo rma t ion Services. What that 
person did in Renewable Resources I do not know. They are not 
doing the same job, now that they have been t ransferred to 
L i b r a r y and In fo rma t ion Services. I w i l l have a specific and 
clear explanation later . 

Mr. Chairman: Is there f u r t h e r discussion on the Yukon 
Archives and Record Services? There being no fu r the r discus­
sion on that p rogram, can the p rogram clear? 

Some Members: Agreed. 
Mr. Chairman: I declare the p rogram, Yukon Archives and 

Record Services, cleared. 
Is the Committee prepared to ca r ry the amount of $1,665,400 

at this t ime? 
Some Members: Agreed. 
Mr. Chairman: I declare the amount carr ied. 
Mr. Penikett: M r . Cha i rman , I move, seconded by the 

Member for Faro, that you do report progress on B i l l Number 5 
and beg leave to sit again. 

Mr. Chairman: I t has been moved by the Honourable M e m ­
ber fo r Whitehorse West, that M r . Chai rman do now report 
progress on B i l l Number 5 and beg leave to sit again. 

Motion agreed to 
Mr. Penikett: M r . Cha i rman , I move, seconded by the 

Member for Faro , that M r . Speaker do now resume the Chair. 
Mr. Chairman: I t has been moved by the Honourable M e m ­

ber fo r Whitehorse West that M r . Speaker do now resume the 
Chair. 

Motion agreed to 

Mr. Speaker resumes the Chair 
Mr. Speaker: I w i l l now cal l the House to order. M a y we 

have a report f r o m the Chai rman of Committees? 
Mr. Njootli: Yes, M r . Speaker, the Committee of the Whole 

has considered B i l l Number 5, Second Appropriation Ordi­
nance (1981-82) and directed me to report progress on same 
and ask leave to sit again. 

Mr. Speaker: You have heard the report of the Chai rman of 
Committees, are you agreed? 

Some Members: Agreed. 
Mr. Speaker: Leave is so granted. 
May I have your fu r the r pleasure? 
Mr. Graham: M r . Speaker, I move, seconded by the Hon­

ourable Member for Tatchun, that we do now adjourn . 
Mr. Speaker: I t has been moved by the Honourable M e m ­

ber for Whitehorse Porter Creek West, seconded by the Hon­
ourable Member for Tatchun, that we do now adjourn . 

Motion agreed to 
Mr. Speaker: This House now stands adjourned unt i l 1:30 

p .m Monday next. 

The House adjourned at 5:18 p.m. 




