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Whitehorse, Yukon
Monday, November 16, 1981

Mr. S‘penket:v I will now call the House to order.
We will proceed at this time with Prayers.
Prayers

Mr. Fleming: I know I have been over here for some time.
and I have enjoyed it very much. I have also enjoyed the help
and the company of the other Independent Member in the
House very much during the last few years.

Now. I am more or less alone. and I feel. in a sense. that the
day of the Independent is pretty well over. especially in this
Session. I would like to say that the day of the Independent has,
Ifeel. come to anend. Sad as it may seem to many people. itisa
fact that politics in Yukon is here to stay.

As a lone Opposition Member. 1 really cannot see myself
being able to function to the best of my abilities. or being able to
- serve my constituents as well as I really should. With this
thought. in mind. Mr. Speaker. and considering the very fact
that I am, and always will be, a strong supporter of free enter-
prise. the working man and the democratic government. I am
contemplating a move this morning.

So Mr. Speaker, if I can receive the acceptance from the
members and the Leader of the Progressive Conservative Par-
ty. I am prepared to cross the floor of the House. at this time.

Applause

Hon. Mr. Pearson: Mr. Speaker. I am confident that I
speak for all Members on this side of the House ; we would like
to welcome with open arms the Honourable Member. We rec-
ognize that his heart has always really been with us. although
he did choose to run as an Independent in the last Territorial
election. I am sure that we all admired him for that.

Mr. Speaker. I believe that the Member has made the correct
decision. and it is one that I am very. very happy with. On
behalf of all of us on this side, we would like to welcome him to
his new seat.

Applause )

Mr. Penikett: On the same question of privilege: this mo-
ment marks in the history of this Legislature perhaps the
permanent or, at least the temporary. decline of the Indepen-
dents. and the possibility that that great organized force in
Yukon politics. the Independents. has gone the way of many
good things. .

On a personal basis. I want to say to the Member for Camp-
bell that I doubt if there are very many members of this House
‘whose company I have enjoyed or cherished more: the work-
ing relationship as well. I think in many ways he has been a
very valuable Independent voice for his constituency.

I think at this point that it is entirely proper that he should
seek a political home in the place in which he feels most com-
fortable, and become part of the ideological spectrum in which
he feel most at peace with himself.

On that note, Mr. Speaker, 1 would like wish the Member
well, but not too well.

Mr. Veale: Mr. Speaker, on a personal level. I should say
that—

Mr. Speaker: Order, please. Is the Honourable Member
speaking to a question of privilege?

Mr. Veale: Iamrisingto welcome the Member to the Party

of his political choice, Mr. Speaker, in the same fashion as the

Leader of the Opposition did.

Mr. Speaker: The Chair would then assume that this is a
question of privilege. :

Mr. Veale: Mr. Speaker., I, too. enjoyed very much working
on a personal basis with the Member for Campbell. We truly
did admire his independent thoughts; and we hope at this time
that, having made his political choice, he will remain an inde-
pendent thinker on the backbench of the Progressive Con-
servative Party: to that end. we may seek his support at some
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time during the Session.

Mr. Byblow: On aquestion of privilege. Mr. Speaker. I. too.
would very particularly like to extend to the Honourable Mem-
ber for Campbell my deepest regards on his decision. I am sure
that it was a thoughtful one.

Having worked with the Honourable Member for the past
three years in quite an intimate fashion. I have nothing but the
deepest admiration and respect for the Honourable Member-. I,
too. wish him well in his chosen political home, but not too well.

Mr. Speaker: At this time, I would like to introduce to the
House two pages who. joined us today: Sandra Johnson and
Gwen Watson. who have come from Haines Junction and who.
with their colleagues, will be in service to the House during the
balance of this sitting. I am sure all Members join me in wel-
coming, at this time, these two pages to the service of the
Assembly. . -

Applause )

Mr. Speaker: We will proceed at this time with the Order
Paper.

ROUTINE PROCEEDINGS

Mr. Speaker: Are (here any Returns or Documents for
Tabling?

Tabling of Returns . .

Hon. Mr. Pearson: Mr. Speaker, pursuant to Section 102 of
the Yukon Public Service Staff Relations Ordinance. I would
like to table with you, today. a report. entitled “The Yukon
Public Service Staff Relations Board." P

Mr.Speaker: Are there any Reports of Standing or Special
Committees? '

Petitions?

Introduction of Bills?

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS

An Ordinance to Amend the Elections Ordinance, 1977:
First Reading

Mr. Kimmerly: Mr. Speaker, I move, seconded by the Mem-
ber for Whitehorse West, that a Bill. entitled An Ordinance to
Amend the Elections Ordinance. 1977, be now introduced and
read a first time. - L

Mr. Speaker: Yes, this is fine. I would thank the Honotir-
able Member for an advance notice.

It has been moved by the Honourable Member for
Whitehorse South Center, seconded by the Honourable Mem-
ber for Whitehorse West, that a Bill, entitled An Ordinance to
Amend the Elections Ordinance. 1977, be now introduced and
read a first time.

Motion agreed to

An Ordinance to Amend the Liquor Ordinance
Mr. Kimmerly: Mr. Speaker, I move, seconded by the
Member for Whitehorse West, that a Bill, entitled An Ordi-
nance to Amend the Liquor Ordinance, be now introduced and
read a first time. ) )

Mr. Speaker: It has been moved by the Honourable Mem-
ber for Whitehorse South Center. seconded by the Honourable
Member for Whitehorse West, that a Bill. entitled An Ordi-
nance to Amend the Liquor Ordinance. be now introduced and
read a first time.

Motion agreed to

Mr. Speaker: Are there any further Bills for Introduction®”

Are there any Notices of Motion for the Production of
Papers?

Notices of Motion?

N

NOTICE OF MOTION
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Hon. Mr. Pearson: Mr. Speaker. 1 would like to give

notice of motion respecting The Special Committee on Food
Prices. .

Mr. Speaker: Are there any further Notices of Motion?

Hon. Mr. Pearson: Mr. Speaker. 1 would also like to give
notice of motion respecting The Entrenchment of Aboriginal
Rights in The Proposed Canadian Constitution.

Mr. Speaker: Are there any further Notices of Motion?

Are there any Statements by Ministers?

STATEMENTS BY MINISTERS

Hon. Mr. Pearson: Mr. Speaker, I would like to give a short
statement to the House. under Ministerial Statements. with
respect to the federal Budget tabled in the House of Commons
last week.

I would suggest. Mr. Speaker. that perhaps the best thmg to
be said about Mr. MacEachen’'s Budget is that it could have
been worse: some of our fears were not realized. Mr.
MacEachen evidently did listen to our advice — to the extent
that he did not tax northern benefits this year. however he did
not rule out the probability of its happening next year.

The budget substitutes rhetoric for practical action, so far as
Yukon is concerned. There are no measures to ease our special
burden of energy costs. There are no tax incentives for the
people Mr. MacEachen must count on if he is going to see the
developments he forecasts in the 1980's.

The budget offers no hope for a significant reduction in in-
terest rates, and as we all know high interest rates are added.
here, to the extra burden of energy and other living costs.

Mr. Speaker, Mr. MacEachen promises to spend $18 billion
over the next five years to achieve oil self-sufficiency. but the
federal government promises nothing over that time toreplace
diesel generation. with its high costs, by hydro power develop-
ment in Yukon. _

Mr. MacEachen forecasts growth in the mining industry in
the remote regions. He talks about new. unique opportunities
for economic development.

The budget substitutes are rheotoric for practical action as
far as development in northern regions. To all this we say to the
Government of Canada that no new mining. no new major
development outside of energy itself is going ahead without
additional sources of power. Our experience with the Task
Force on Power and Northern Affairs does not give us much
confidence.

1 appear publicly today. Mr. Speaker, as 1 have done in
meetings with the federal ministers, to get the power issue out
of the bureaucratic bog and into the arena of political action.
We welcome the information in the Budget that the federal
report of the future of mining industry to be released soon will
be the basis of action and for consultation with the provinces
and territories. This statement confirms Yukon’s priorities in
working during the last year with the mineral industry to plan
for new mining developments.

I am relieved. Mr. Speaker, that Mr. MacEachen has spared
us from any significant reduction in transfer payments ear-
marked for health care and post-secondary education.

We are continuing to study a document on fiscal arrange-
ments which Mr. MacEachen released with the Budget. So far,
I can report only as follows: Mr. MacEachen forecasts trans-
fer payments for social services, health care, and post-
secondary education to Yukon of $153 million for the five year
period 1982-83 to 1986-87. This compares with the total of $43
million for the five years covered by the old formula, which
expires in the current fiscal year.

While this is not bad news it is not necessarlly as good as it
looks either. For a start, the dollar in 1977 went a lot further
than a dollar today or in 1985. We cannot look at one transfer
payment in isolation. This proposal is coming before us at a
time when we are working on a whole new package of fiscal
arrangements with the federal government.

We will be looking at Mr. MacEachen'’s proposals in relation
to our negotiations with Ottawa for a single, comprehensive
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annual transfer payment designed to replace the present colo-
nial arrangements of deficit grants and control by the Federal
Treasury Board. We have been encouraged: so far. by our
discussions with the federal ministers on this matter.

Mr. Penikett: It may strike some people as a strange place
to be debating the federal budget, but I am at least grateful for
the opportunity, and I suspect that we are probably anticipat-
ing beating a large number of federal M.P.s by doing exactly
this. I share with the Government Leader some of his relief
about the decision not to cancel the northern tax benefits this
year. However, as I understand it, the collective agreement
that is going to be negotiated from this period on will be subject
to the new regime, and therefore all we have really been given
is a slight postponement of the decision, for a collection which
is going to be inevitable. ‘

I think I want to say, very briefly, on that point. that I have
been somewhat disappointed at the tone of some of the discus-
sion on this question. For myself, I want to emphasize. again.
that the reason-that these benefits were obtained and main-
tained for so long is not because this is such a horrible place to
live, or that this is so awful a community in which to work and
raise one’s family that one has to receive extra compensation
for it: It is-rather that there are some hard economic realities
associated with living in the North, and many of those realities
are obviously much more difficult in the more isolated com-

‘munities than in Whitehorse. The fact of the matter is that the

cost of living is, in most respects, much higher here: as well,
the people in these communities in the North and the far north
receive a much lower social wage. That is. they receive far
fewer social. health, and educational benefits than do most
Canadians, and it is that reality which must be recognized by
the federal government as part of the confederate principle:
the idea that all Canadians, wherever they live, need to be
treated equally. or have equality of circumstances. :

I think the Government Leader is quite correct in noting the
problem of the energy costs. and 1 hoped we would have some
opportunity in this House to discuss that whole problem at
greater length. I agree with the Government Leader about the
lack of stimulus in the Budget. I think, however, 1 might dis-
agree with him about the form of stimulus — or at least. we
might want to debate it. I think that the situation for small
businesses is particularly difficult, but it is no more difficult. 1
might point out. than many people who are having mortgages
renewed. and those are not just home owners. Let me point out
that many people are tenants: they are particularly suffering.
I know that I, as well as some of my colleagues. have had single
parents who recently have been evicted from their apartmentq
because of the new interest rate situation. where the apart-
ment owner was re-negotiating the mortgage and was forced to
raise the rents considerably, and. in some cases, raised them
more than was necessary. Because of peculiarity in Yukon
law, right now, they were evicted. rather than getting a rent
increase, because you could do that in a shorter period than
that in which you can raise the rent. and some of these people
have a desperate situation to find a home now. I think that kind
of reality was not addressed in the federal Budget. and I cer-
tainly hope that is something on which the territorial govern-
ment will be taking action. '

I want to say that, in connection with the mineral develop-
ments, which were promised in the federal Budget. and which
were alluded to by the Government Leader. obviously the sing-
le critical factor is the world metal prices. and I do not see that
changing until the world economy does something to improve
itself. Obviously. transportation’is the next most critical fac-
tor, and energy prices the third most. I do not know what
realistic prospects we face in the mineral industry. but it W|ll
certainly be interesting to see what we having coming.
terms of federal government decisions.

The Government Leader mentioned health and post-
secondary grants. and the whole problem of the transfer pay-
ments. This. I think, is an issue that is.causing concern to a
number of governments across the country.’ I am surprised at
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" the Government Leader's statement that we have not suffered
on this score, and I will be looking for some accounting when
we go down the road — because I am pleasantly surprised —
but I will be interested to see exactly what the score is when we
come to look at it. From the point of view of the North. I do not
think this was a particularly impressive Budget.

I suppose we should thank the Lord MacEachen for small
mercies. in connection with the moratorium. I think that we do
have to look forward to the single transfer payment. The Gov-
ernment Leader talked a great deal about this. It may be an

. improvement: however. 1 hardly see it as a salvation to the
coming financial crunch that we face. Anyway. I do thank the
Government Leader for this opportunity to make a few tem-
porary and unprepared remarks on the federal Budget at this

- time.

Mr. Veale: 1. too, share in the Government Leader'’s feel-
ings about the moratorium’s being extended for a further year
on northern taxation benefits. I have been a strong advocate
for that, and I believe that we now have one year to make some
significant gajns for the long term picture: it is clear that it is
. the intention of the Finance Minister to actually have those
Benefits taxed in January,. 1983.

It is my belief. Mr. Speaker, that what should take place now
is a federal task force which will examine the entire issue of
northern incentives, taxation exemptions, tax credits: the en-
tire range of things that are available to the federal govern-
ment to give stimulation to employment and living in the
Yukon Territory.

The issue of energy costs will be, I believe, the major issue
facing the Yukon people, in terms of their pocketbooks. jn the
next few years. It is an extremely serious matter; 1 agree
entirely with the Government Leader that it is one that is going
. to have to be addressed, and it is my feeling that it would be
appropriate to have the Finance Minister address that in this
next year, before the moratorium on the taxation of northern
benefits is lifted. The reason for this, Mr. Speaker. is that I feel
that if something is not done about energy costs for the people
of Yukon, then we are going to see an exodus of people from this
Territory, because they simply can no longer meet their elec-
trical bills, or their fuel bills, or whatever.

.. There is no question that certain advances have been made,

Mr. Speaker, in that the COSP Program has been introduced to

allow people to conyert and have fireplaces, and the insulation

program has been introduced, but these are matters that have
been run all over the country. I feel certain and, I am sure the
other Members would agree with me that energy costs are
going to be extremely critical in the future of this Territory;
addressing this in the next year is extremely lmportant Mr.

Speaker.

The Government Leader also alluded to the problem of in-
terest rates, and I think that is an extremely serious problem
for the small businessman, as well as for people who have to
renew their mortgages or take out a new mortgage. It is pleas-
ing to see that the interest rate is, in fact, receding and declin-
ing at this time. I can only hope it will do so even more as the
weeks pass by, particularly since Reaganomics has an influ-
ence on the interest rate in the United States, and this country
will follow suit.

It is of great concern, Mr. Speaker, that no new mining or
major developments outside of energy are going ahead at this
time; in particular there is a mine closing in the Territory:
namely, the Venus Mine. I think we have a serious problem in
this Territory which we are going to have to address to ensure
that development will continue.

Iamrelieved, as is the Government Leader, that there wll be
no significant reduction in transfer payments for health care
and post-secondary education. There is no question that there
will be a crunch for every government.in this country in those
fields, and the fact that that crunch can be reduced or limited
for Yukon is extremely important, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Speaker: Are there any further Statements by Minis-
ters?
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This then brings us to the Question Period

QUESTION PERIOD

Question re: Creation of Provinces

Mr. Penikett: [ have a question for the Government Leader.
This morning’s news carried talk of provincial land grabs. and
guns on our territorial borders. Can the Government Leader
confirm my understanding of the Constitutional accord —
namely Sections 37.1 (a) and 41(e) and ({), which exist simply
to prevent the federal government from creating seven new
provinces in the Northwest Territories and the Yukon., for the
purpose of circumventing the amending formula.

Hon. Mr. Pearson: Mr. Speaker, I do not know whether
they exist simply for that reason. but certainly they do avoid it;
they make it impossible for it to happen that way.

If Imay, Mr. Speaker, I would like to react to the question by
saying that it is my advice that the accord, as it is written. is
nowhere near as frightening as it seems on first blush. I have
received some legal advice and some constitutional advice
that we, as a territory, are better off with the provisions of the
accord than we would have been had the whole matter been
completely ignored, as it was in the first Constitutional prop-
osal.

Mr. Penikett: Ulven the Government Leader’s comment.
can he confirm, then, my understanding: under the accord no

" province could extend or change its boundaries without the

consent of both a majority of the provinces, as provided for in
the amending formula, and the federal government.

Hon. Mr. Pearson: Yes, Mr. Speaker. Once again, if I
might make one further comment on that; it is a pity that they
did not also require that if a province was going to extend its
boundaries into the Territory, or a part of either of the Territor-
ies, that the consent of the people who live in the area should
also have been sought.

Mr. Penikett: Inview of the alarm such a potential gang-up

" may present for the people of this part of the world, could the

Government Leader tell us when he expects to obtain a copy of
the Constitutional accord for tabling in this House?

Hon. Mr. Pearson: Mr. Speaker, I am sorry, I cannot. We
are attempting to obtain a copy of the accord, as it was signed,
but we have not been successful yet. All we have is the write-
ups that were in the Toronto Globe and Mail edition of Novem-

-ber 6, .1981.

Question re: Existence of Clause Regarding Extension of
Provincial Boundaries

Mr. Veale: Mr. Speaker, I am somewhat concerned-about
the generally relaxed atmosphere in which this news is being
received. The particular clause, as set out in the amending
formula, was one that was drafted by the Premiers at the
Vancouver Consensus sometime last winter, and it provided
specifically for “. the extension of the existing provinces mto
the Territories...

Would the Government Leader tell me whether he was
advised of the existence of this particular clause at any time,
during his travels and meetings with the various provmcnal
premiers and ministers?

Hon.Mr.Pearson: Now, again, Mr. Speaker, the first I saw
ofthe clause, was in the November 6, 1981 edition of the Toronto
Globe and Mail. I was not aware until that time that the clause
was in the accord.

Mr. Speaker, I do not want to leave the impression that this
matter has been looked at lightly by this side. I have soughtand
received what I consider to be very sound, responsible advice
with respect to this constitutional change. Mr. Speaker, no
matter how it sounds, it seems that it is beneficial to us.

Mr. Veale: Would the Government Leader indicate
whether he believes that, as a result of the entrenchment of this
provision in the Constitution, it is possible that this Territory,
in this Legislative Assembly, would no longer exist, should it be
acted upon?
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Hon.Mr. Pearson: Yes, Mr. Speaker, but then it would also
be possible if it were not there. What I am trying to suggest to
the Member opposite, Mr. Speaker. is that if it is not in the
Constitution, it would be even easier for it to happen.

Mr. Veale: I am concerned that the Government Leader
does not feel some necessity and urgency arising out of this
matter. because, in my submission, what has happened now is

-that we are having entrenched in the Constitution a principle

which threatens the very existence of the Territory.

That principle being in the Constitution, does not the Govern-
ment Leader have some fear that there may be provinces that
may wish to use it as a bargaining lever in the future. or that
there may be constitutional developments that may be to the
detriment of this Territory?

Mr. Speaker: Order please. 1 should cautlon the Honour-

able Member that it is perhaps an abuse of the Question Period

to ask questions which seek an opinion; that is, of course,
contrary to the stated rules.

- I will permit the question. but I would ask if Honourable
Members would consider this when phrasing their questions in
the future: the question should seek information.

Hon. Mr. Pearson: Mr. Speaker, I want to assure the Hon-
ourable Member that we are concerned. What has happened is
that this issue has been flagged. as a result of its being in the
accord. But Mr. Speaker, I also want to point out to the Honour-
able Member that this provision has.been around for a long
time. This very Territory was created as a result of this very
provision, as were the Provinces of Alberta and Saskatch-
ewan. The boundary of the Province of Manitoba was extended
as aresult of it, so was the Province of Quebec; albeit these all
happened a long time ago.

Mr. Speaker. it has never, ever been very far from our minds
here in Yukon that we could very well be annexed by one of the
provinces — particularly British Columbia. I am sure that all
Members here recall vividly the last time a Premier of the
Province of British Columbia exibited some interest in doing
that; that was W.A.C. Bennett, in the mid-sixties. )

The problem has always been there; it is one that we live
with, Mr. Speaker. It is no worse today than it was then. In fact,
I suggest it might even be less of one now.

Question re: Yukon Agricultural Policy

Mr. Byblow: I.too. have a questionon the subject of land: I
direct mine to the Minister responsible for agricultural policy.

Last week the Minister presented a paper. entitled Yukon
Agricultural Policy. to the Yukon Livestock and Agricultural
Association. Can the Minister state whether copies of that pap-
er are available now in Yukon communities. and. if not, what
definite plans he has to make sure they are circulated. in order
toensure that people who wish to offer their domments may do
50?

Hon.Mr.Lang: Mr. Speaker. yes. 1did table adraft propos-
al for consideration by the Livestock Association. It is my
understanding that they intend to have a meeting with me
fairly soon concerning what their response is to the details in
that proposal. At that time, I will be making a decision as to
whether or not I will be coming forward to the House with a
Green or White paper, or perhaps even legislation, depending

_on the discussion I have with the orgamzatlon which the Mem-

ber referred to earlier.

With respect to the proposal that was put forward. Mr.
Speaker. if he phones me in the morning. I will ensure that gets
a copy.

Mr. Byblow: I seek an answer on a matter of policy. Mr.
Speaker. It appears to me that the Minister released a similar
paper under the same name last spring to the same Associa-
tion, with a comment to respond to the brief with all haste.

On April 6th, the Association did give the Minister a detailed-
review of the policy paper existent at that time, to which the
Minister, I understand. has not yet replled My question to the
Minister then would be: which of these two papers constitutes
the policy of this government, to which the public should be
responding on the subject of agriculture?

 Speaker.
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Hon.Mr.Lang: Mr. Speaker. I donot know where the Mem-
ber is getting his information, but the point that has to be made
is that, yes. we did meet late last spring with the members of
the Association. What took place was that there was a turnover
of staff within the Department of Renewable Resources. which
was unfortunate at the time; subsequently. the md1v1dual who
was working in that particular area left.

Mr. Speaker. regarding the proposed policy that the Member
has indicated. there are a number of papers out, various op-
tions that are béing considered. and once a firm decision has
been taken, the Member opposite will be the first one to know,
since I am sure I will be requesting his vote at the appropriate
time,

Mr. Byblow:I still seek policy. 1 would be very specific. then,
with respect to the last known policy of the Government. Is it
the Government's intention to have an agricultural develop-
ment review of all the applications for agricultural land? And,
in that context, can he assure the House. as he did the Agri-
cultural Association last Tuesday, that it will be the Council
that will have the final say. respecting those agrlcultural ap-
plications?

Hon. Mr. Lang: Mr. Speaker, I have not had an opportun-
ity to meet with either the Association or the Executive, who
have been going through the proposal that I put forward. I
understand that it has been very favorably received, and I
should point out to the Honourable Member that I will wait to
make value judgments until such time as I have had an oppor-
tunity to speak to them; once I have made a firm decision. Mr.
Speaker, I am sure that we can debate at great lengths in this
House, with respect to the agrlcultural policy or the leglslatlon
as it stands in the House.

Question re: Reorganization of Departlnent of Renewable
Resources

Mr. Kimmerly: Mr. Speaker, a question to the same Minis-
ter. in the capacity of Minister of Renewable Resources. The
Minister recently announced a reorganization of Renéwable
Resources. 1 understand a meeting called, at the Minister's
request, occurred October 20th in the Whitehorse Ski Chalet. in,
order for the Minister to explain the purpose and details of the
reorganization to his staff. Did the Minister attend this meet-
ing, and, if not, why not?.

Hon.Mr.Lang: Mr. Speaker, Idid not call the meeting. The
meeting was called by the Deputy Minister, so that the realign-
ment of responsibilities which was going to take place over the
course of the next year could be fully explained to the staff. As
it turned out, 1 did not attend, and if the Member wants to
pursue it further, that is fine with me.

Mr. Kimmerly: On that date, was the Minister, in fact. in
Haines, fishing, and. if so. did he catch anything? -

Mr. Speaker: Order, please. I will rule that question out of
order, as being both frivolous and argumentative.

Question re: Medicare payments from Cogasa Gold Com-
pany v

Mr. Penikett: ]have aquestion for the Minister responsible
for Labour Standards. I am informed that this year a foreign
corporation operating in Yukon, Cogasa Gold Company, did. in
fact, refuse to pay Medicare premiums or Compensation dues
to the Territory. Can the Minister say if if this was done with
the knowledge and consent of the Yukon Government?

Hon. Mr. Tracey: Thank you for mformmg me of this, be-
cause 1 was not aware that it had happened. 1 will certainly
check into it and find out what the situation was.

Mr. Penikett: While the Minister is finding out if this in fact
was the case, would he also further ascertain whether the
company in questlon requnred its employees to sign statements
identifying them as contractors rather than employees, in
order to escape responsnblhty for the health and safety of its
workers? )

Hon. Mr. Tracey: I would be most happy to do that too, Mr,

Mr. Penikett: If in fact this was the case, will the Minister
make a committment now to this House, that in the Amend-
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ments forthcoming to the Labor Standards Ordinance, such a
practice will be made illegal?

Hon. Mr. Tracey: I will certainly be prepared to look at it,
Mr. Speaker.

Question re: Highway speed signs at Canyon Creek

Mrs. McGuire: [ have a question for the Minister of High-
ways, and it concerns a highway speed sign in the small com-
munity of Canyon Creek. Canyon Creek is located near Haines
Junction. This section of the road, several times a day. serves
as a crossing by people of that community . So far, the only
casualties we have had, caused by high speeds, were animals.
My question to the Minister is this: will he respond to the many
requests made for speed signs, and have them installed im-
mediately in this area?

Hon. Mr. Lattin: We have looked at the situation in this
particular area. We have one problem in this area, because the
big trucks are coming down to the bottom of a hill, and we have
looked at various options. At this moment, we have not come up
with a solution that I feel can alleviate the problem that the
people believe is there. I think it is the locality of the thing that
makes the problem more complex than some other locality.
but we are certainly looking into it.

Mrs. McGuire: I would not think that should pose any diffi-
culty to solving the problem in that area, because there are a
number of people living there — at least ten families — and the
highway serves as a walkway and a crossway for people and
small children; it should not be very hard to make a decision to
post speed signs. I am wondering if the Minister could make a
decision now. '

Hon.Mr.Lattin: Mr. Speaker, it is one thing posting a speed
sign there, and it does tend to be a warning, but I think the
problem is enforcement. I think it is inappropriate to put signs
up, if you cannot follow through with enforcing these signs, and
this is where the problem is, due to the location.

Question re: Possible extension of other provinces into
Yukon

Mr. Veale: I have a question for the Government Leader.
The Government Leader has spoken about the Province of
British Columbia having designs on the territorial integrity of
the Yukon in the past. That would have been W.A.C. Bennett. in
the 1960’s. Has the Government Leader had any conversations
with the son of W.A.C. Bennett, to determine ‘what his inten-
tions are with respect to this Territory?

"Hon.Mr.Pearson: Yes, I have had conversations with Pre-
mier Bennett of British Columbia, and the last time we spoke of
this matter was some considerable time ago when he was here
for a tripartite meeting among the Governor of Alaska, the
Premier of British Columbia, and myself. I asked him then
what his feelings were, with respect to his father’s known
penchant for a regionalized Canada — a Canada consisting of
five regions. The one that most interested me, of course. was
the B.C.-Yukon Region which would have been British Col-
umbia. He assured me at that time that he did not inherit those
aspirations from his father.

Mr. Veale: Has the Government Leader had similar con-
versations with other premiers across Canada, regarding the
extension of existing provinces into Territories, and is he
aware of any premier who may have some design or some
interest in extending his province into the northern territories?

Hon. Mr. Pearson: No, I am not aware of any others. |
believe that I have read, at one time or another, that Quebec
has a particular interest in Labrador, but that is not quite the
same question. There is a jurisdictional question, evidently. in
that part of Canada, which must be resolved at some point in
time.

Mr. Veale: This government, and the Government of the
Northwest Territories, and many interest groups in both Terri-
tories, converged on Ottawa some time ago regarding the pas-
sage of a Bill known as C-48. In my view, the section of the
amending formula, which the provinces have created specifi-
cally to entrench the concept of extending the existing pro-
vinces into the Territories, is a matter that falls along the same
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lines as Bill C-48. It is a land grab. I would ask the Government
Leader if he has been contacted by the Government of the
Northwest Territories. which he knows have flown en masse to
Ottawa, because of this provision, and did that Government
invite him or his government to join in their trip to Ottawa to
make a joint Northern presentation?

Hon. Mr. Pearson: Yes, Mr. Speaker, I was contacted by
Mr. Braden, the Government Leader in the Northwest Terri-
tories, and, no, we were not invited to join with them.

Question re: Vocational Trades Advisory Councils

Mr. Byblow: I have a question I will direct to the Honour-
able Minister of Education. It is on the subject of Vocational
Trades Training.

It is my understanding that a number of trades advisory
councils have not met for as long as eight and ten months — the
trades councils. of course, being those trades advisory groups
used for consultation in vocational programming. Since we
still seem to be running a Vocational School. can the Minister
say whether or not the policy of her government has changed
recently, whereby trades councils no longer participate in thie
vocational planning of the Territory?

Hon. Mrs. McCall: Mr. Speaker, it is our understanding
that the trades advisory councils meet when there is something
to discuss in particular, such as calling a meeting to discuss a
particular problem, or to be asked for advice. I believe that
there was a general meeting of all the trades advisory councils
in September.

Mr. Byblow: To which I would like to inquire who attended.
However, I would like to ask the Minister if she can say. defini-
tively, whether business and industry are honestly being con-
sulted in the vocational planning of programming that eman-
ates from the Vocational School.

Hon. Mrs. McCall: Mr. Speaker, we consider the trades

advisory councils’ advice to be absolutely necessary, and we

intend to consult them more and more. .

Mr. Byblow: If they are being totally consulted, I would be
very curious as to the answer on this question. Can the Minister
advise me why at least one American citizen is enrolled in a
course at the Vocational School, when four Yukon applicants
for that same course, at that same time, were turned down?

Hon. Mrs. McCall: Mr. Speaker, the Honourable Member
opposite will have to give me particulars, so thatI can investi-
gate that.

Question re: Wolf Creek Complex

Mr. Kimmerly: I have a question for the Minister responsi-
ble for Government Services. In view of the fact that the Wolf
Creek Complex, the old Youth Services Center, has now been
empty for several months, what plans are there for its efficient
use? : :

Hon. Mr. Tracey: Mr. Speaker, I really do not know what
the man is getting at. I suspect what his questions are leading
to, but we have proposals under active investigation right now,
concerning how to utilize that space.

Mr. Kimmerly: Mr. Speaker, a proposal was given to the
Minister, for the use of that building as a staff training center
for the community alcoholic workers. When may we expect the
Minister to respond to that proposal? )

Hon. Mr. Tracey: It has been responded to, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Kimmerly: What was the response, and if the response

was in the negative, will the Minister assure us of an alternate-

facility, to make a Yukon-based community alcohol training
centre possible? .

Hon. Mr. Tracey:. Mr. Speaker, I think he asked a couple of
questions there. First of all, the answer was no. We are not at
this time contemplating letting them have it. Their use is only
85to90days a year. We feel that we canmore appropriately use
that on a year round basis. Secondly, I do not think that it is this
Government’s responsibility to find them space. although 1
would like to, but we have an awful time finding enough space
for our own use, without looking for space for everybody else. 1
would certainly like to see it happen, but I would certainly also
like to make sure that Wolf Creek is being used adequately, and
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that is the reason why I have been forced to say no, at this time,
to that proposal

Question re: Access road from Porter Creek

‘Mrs. McGuire: | have a question for the Minister of High-
ways. Concerning the new access road being built from Porter
Creek to downtown Whitehorse, I understand that this road will
take in a portion of the Whitehorse Indian Village Reserve. Is
this true?

Hon. Mr. Lattin:
I will find out.

' Question re: Time to complete conlh-uctlon of homes on
acreages

Mr. Penikett: 1. too, have a question for the Minister of
Municipal and Community Affairs. Last December the Minis-
ter indicated to me that amendments to regulations were
under active consideration to permit do-it-yourself home buil-
ders on acreages to be given more time to complete construc-
tion of their homes. Can the Minister now tell the House if these
regulations are in effect. or shortly coming into effect?

Hon. Mr. Lattin: Yes, I am glad to say that we have made
some changes on this particular aspect. We realize that a lot of
peopie want more time to plan and build a house, and. in view of
that, we have changed the number of years that we give people
to build. For example, for residential, it is one year. For a
country residence, it is two years. For rural residential.it is
three years, and for recreational residence, it is three years. In
all cases, a six month extension can be granted. I would like to
point out at that in residential areas such as Wolf Creek, where
people have already applied and are working under those
rules, these changes will not be retroactive, because we feel it
would not be fair to the people who might have applied if these
rules had been in effect. But, in the future, these are the new
rules that will be applied.

Mr. Penikett: If] understand the Minister to be saying that
the new building periods, the extended periods. which I com-
mend, would only apply to new houses on new lots. Can the
Minister give the House any idea as to how manv neanle. if anv.
are still falling afoul of the existing regulations?

Hon. Mr. Lattin: No, Mr. Speaker, I think that is something
I would have to refer back to, and I have not the figures at my
disposal at this particular time.

Question re:Special Joint Committee on the Constitution

Mr. Veale: 1have aquestion for the Government Leader. In
the Government Leader’s presentation to the Special Joint
Committee of the Senate and House of Commons on the Con-
stitution, on November 27, 1980, the Government stated that a
clear and direct declaration of the rights of the original peoples
must be contained in the Charter of Rights. Does the Govern-
ment Leader agree with the statement at this time?

Hon. Mr. Pearson: Yes, most emphatically so, and, if I am
allowed, I will make clear our position regarding the entrench-
ment of aboriginal rights in the Constitution tomorrow, by
form of a motion, which I gave notice of today.

Mr. Veale: Has the Government Leader also been con-
tacted by the Government Leader in the Northwest Territories
regarding the trip of that Government to Ottawa, to ask for the
entrenchment of the aboriginal rights of native peoples of this
country; if he agrees with that, why has this Government not
agreed to go to Ottawa and fight for the same rights?

'Hon. Mr. Pearson: Mr. Speaker, it is obvious that the Hon-
ourable Member does not listen to the answers to his own
questions. He asked me whether we were invited to go along
with them, and I answered him that, no, we were not.

Mr. Veale: ['would like to take the opportunity at this time,
then, to invite the Government Leader, and the Leader of the
Opposition... '

Mr. Speaker: Order, please. I must rule the Member out of
order. I believe the Honourable Member is now making a
speech. )

Mr. Veale: Mr. Speaker, I will word that in a different way.
Will the Government Leader, the Leader of the Opposition, and
myself be prepared to join together to go down to Ottawa to

As far as I am aware, I do not think so. But
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fight for those aboriginal rights?

Hon. Mr. Pearson: | am not prepared to answer that ques-
tion, put in that way. For one thing, I have not heard anything
from the Honourable Leader of the Opposition. ‘

Question re: Students’ Financial Assistance Ordinance

Mr. Byblow: [have aquestion I willdirect tothe Minister of
Education.It appears to me that at the close of this last fiscal
year, approximately $50.000 of the funding voted by the Assem-
bly under the Students’ Financial Assistance Ordinance was
not spent. Considering that a number of very worthy applica-
tions were rejected, why was this money not reapplied to
Yukon students who could have used the assistance?

Hon.Mrs. McCall: Mr. Speaker, each student is considered
on his own merits, according to the Ordinance. I realize that
some students who would seem to be worthy cases are still
refused grants. The Ordinance is going to be changed in the
Spring, to cover these students who are falling through the
cracks, so to speak. As far as the money not having been spent,
I will have to take that under advisement.

Mr. Byblow: Asthe Minister knows,it is the present regula-
tions that exclude some very bona fide Yukon students from
receiving the grant money, and I believe the Minister has
indicated that there were some changes to be forthcommg
When can we expect a change to the regulations? :

Hon.Mrs.McCall: Mr. Speaker, it is not the regulations but
rather the legislation that must be changed, and it will be
Spring before we can change that.

Question Re: Annual School Commiittee Conference

Mr. Veale: I have a question for the Minister of Education.
The highlight of the year for school committees is the annual
conference which was held in Whitehorse on October 29, 30, and
3lst of this year, to discuss the important educational issues
facing the Government and the people of Yukon. Did the Minis-
ter attend any of those meetings?

Hon. Mrs. McCall: Mr. Speaker, I was scheduled to attend -
those meetings. I was however, away, prior to the meetings,
and whoever was making arrangements for Cabinet tours did
not consult my calendar, and scheduled us for a tour to Old
Crow. I expected to come back in time for the Saturday morn-
ing finishing-up time, but we were stuck in Mayo by weather.

Mr. Veale: I understand it is a habit of the Cabinet to go to
Old Crow whenever the Chief comes to Whitehorse, but is it
true that the Minister had given a commitment to the school
committee organizers, some two months prior to those dates,

to assure them she would attend at that time?

Hon. Mrs. McCall: I fully intended to attend that confer-
ence, and was very much disappointed that I was not able to.

Question Re: Yukon Medicare coverage

Mr. Kimmerly: Mr. Speaker, a question to the Minister of
Health. Does the Government have any plans to expand the
types of medical treatment covered by the Yukon Medicare
system? For example, is the Minister’s Department actively
considering a chiropractic coverage, or adult Denticare?

Homn. Mrs. McCall: Adult dental care and chiropractic
coverages are not bemg considered at this time, but coverage
for physiotherapy is being seriously considered at this time.

Mr. Kimmerly: What steps, if any, does the Minister con-
template taking, to extend the preventative care under the
Medicare Plan?

Hon. Mrs. McCall: Mr. Speakeb, this is something the De-

partment has not been approached on at this point.

Question re: Public Service Commission

Mr. Pentkett: I have a question for the Government Lead-
er, and it concerns the Public Service Commission. Recently
we received, with our pay slips, a Public Service Commission
form entitled, ‘‘Employee Education Employment Profile,”
which we as individuals were asked to complete. I ask the
Government Leader: what was the purpose of this question-
naire, which, for example, asked our salary — something
which I thought the Government already knew. .

Hon. Mr. Pearson: | am sorry, Mr. Speaker, I do not know.
I could find out for the Honourable Member, and I will get an
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answer for him and give it to him.

Mr. Penikett: I want the Government Leader to know that
this is a perfectly serious question. In May, 1980, a P.S.C.
memo stated that ‘‘questions related to age are of absolutely no
legitimate concern to the employer.”’ I might ask the Govern-
ment Leader: in light of this P.S.C. policy, why does the P.S.C.
questionnaire ask, as its second question, the employee’s age?

Hon. Mr. Pearson: I will get answers for him. If he has any
more questions, I would suggest that he give them to me, and I
will get all the answers at one time.

Mr. Penikett: [ have one last question for the Government
Leader on this subject. Since I assume that employee parti-
cipation on this research project was voluntary, I might ask
the Government Leader why on earth respondents were asked
to make signed declarations as to the truth of the information
they provided?

Question re: Vocational Training School forms

Mr. Byblow: I have a question pertaining to forms as well,
Mr. Speaker. I direct it to the Minister of Education.

Before a student is admitted to some of the Vocational Train-
ing courses he is required to complete a form, called the
Physical Examination Record, to be completed by a physician.
Can the Minister explain what the Government’s policy is in
this regard? ) _

Hon. Mrs. McCall: Mr. Speaker, I am not sure what the
Member opposite wants to know, in particular.

Mr. Speaker: Order please. I think that I brought to the
attention of all Honourable Members earlier that questions
seeking an opinion are really and truly out of order; perhaps
the Honourable Member might wish to re-phrase his question,
in order that he may obtain information rather that opinion.

Mr. Byblow: I asked a question which requested the policy
of the Government. I will state it again. Can the Minister ex-
plain the policy behind the need for a physical examination
report for students attending the Vocational School?

Hon. Mrs. McCall: 1 am still not sure what the Member is

driving at, but I would imagine that for a particular course

there might be a certain amount of strength needed, such as
heavy equipment operating, or something. That is as much as [
can tell him. If he wants to make it specific, I can give him a
proper answer.

Mr. Byblow: I was first seeking policy; I will now seek a
specific matter. : :

In the section of the form to be completed by the physician is
a set of questions, categorized as Psyche, in which the practi-
tioner is asked to rate the applicant’s emotional stability and
intelligence. I would ask what business the Government has in
asking a general practitioner for a psychiatrist’s opinion, and
furthermore, what bearing does this doctor’s opinion have on
that applicant?

Hon. Mrs. McCall: Mr. Speaker, I was not aware of this. I -

will get back to the Member on it.

Myr. Speaker: I think the time for Question Period has now
expired. We will proceed to the Order Paper at thistime, and to
Orders of the Day, Government Motions.

ORDERS OF THE DAY

GOVERNMENT MOTIONS

Motion Number 12

Mr. Clerk: Item Number 1:
Penikett.

Mr. Penikett: In the closing remark of his speech the other
day, the Government Leader asked for our whole hearted sup-
port for his — what I might say — was a half hearted speech. I
listened well to his speech, and I read it again; all of it, all
thirteen pages, including the ten pages on Intergovernmental
Affairs, as well as the three summarizing the Government’s
recent activities.

Mr. Speaker, I want to tell you sincerely that I do not think
the Government Leader’s speech will be remembered a year

Adjourned Debate, Mr.
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from now. I want to say to you sincerely, I do not even think the
Government Leader will remember his speech a year from
now.

Regretfully I must tell the Government Leader that whole
hearted support would be rather overstating my feelings about
both his speech and the Government. The address from the
Government Leader was in effect a matching piece to be
paired with the Throne Speech. In the spring the Government
told us what it was going to do; this fall it told us what it has
done. Though they are similar in tone, I might say that it is
remarkable how little they have in common, when it comes to
content. This past spring, I recall the Government Leader’s
being slightly irked because it had been suggested that his
speech was uninspiring. To say that the Government has been
uninspiring is not to say that it has been unexciting, far from it.
In many respects, I am sure the Government Leader would

. agreethat there has been more excitement than enough gener- .

ated in the Government ranks. When one heard the Govern-
ment Leader’s speech last week, one was almost left with the
impression that the Government lives in a different world than
the rest of us. One might even have gotten the impression that
the Government did not even know what was going on in the
Territory.

Consider this: we have had unemployment very high unem-
ployment, for a long period of time now, and we may have a
quarter of our work force unemployed, without work, this win-
ter. Rents are soaring, interest rates are crippling small
businesses and home owners. Mortgages are coming due at
unbelievable new rates. Evictions are climbing, and many low
income renters have no options. School enrollments are down;
there-is a shortage of school workers. Yukon has, poverty,
alcoholism, and crime statistics well above the national aver-
age. We have had, over this past summer, land claims talks
and constitutional conferences. But, in his speech, the Govern-
ment Leader gave us, really, no detalled progress reports on
any of these things. )

We get the impression that not only does the Government
Leader not know what is.going on, or at least does not share our
view of what is going on, they are not completely sure them-
selves of what they have been doing .

Now most of the Premier’s speech was devoted to Inter—.
governmental Relations; and as my father used to say, it is
typical of a government that cannot solve its own problems.to.
want to solve the world’s problems. It does no good to complain
that their problems are the world’s, or that our problems are.
the world’s. If everybody did that, nobody, anywhere, would do
anything about anything. I recognize that we are a colonized
community, and I say to the Government Leader — sure, con-
trol of our economy lies outside our borders. Sure, our society
is divided and conquered by remote control from Ottawa, but
surely our problems are here and now. Not in the never, never
land of the outside world. To the extent that we can solve our
problems at all; the solutions are here, and at hand. We can not
change the world from Whitehorse, but we can change Yukon
for the better, if we want to.

A our economy increasingly falls to the hands of the new
robber barons from Alberta, we should not look to Alberta for
our salvation. And, I say, we should only be asking Ottawa for
more powers when we have used the ones we have now to their
limit. This Government has some good tools. and I believe that
if we use them wisely and well for the good of our community,
no power on earth could stop us for long from taking control of
what rightfully belongs to the people of this Territory.

Now I must say, Mr. Speaker from a personal point of view, I
think it is very nice that the Government Leader has met 90 per
cent of the Premiers, and 1 am frankly very glad that the
provinces are begining to realize that we exist. But, there is a
real -limit to how much time and money we can afford for
external affairs and diplomacy. Yunon needs not so much
more talk in Ottawa as it needs more action in Whitehorse.
Yukon must be governed at home, not on the road. '
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We must not feed the myth that our troubles are beneath us in
the provinces, down in the provinces, or that they will one day
be behind us in Ottawa when Yukon becomes a Province. Our
troubles are at home. The myth that they are not adds to the
impression of an indecisive, impotent administration, whatev-
er its political stripe. The Government Leader is right about
many of the particular grievances, and we might agree with
many of his proposed solutions to the various intergovernmen-
tal aggravations, but that, in my opinion, is not what govern-
ment is all about. Now I do not want to stop him going out into
the towns of Canada, or strutting his stuff before the premiers
and the Prime Minister.but before he steps out,I do want him to
tidy up around the House. I want him to clean up his own desk
before he leaves. And berfore he goes to market. I want him to
have something to sell, or something he really wants to buy. As
I listened to the Government Leader’s speech, I asked myself,
where does he want to take us, where does he want to go. Now I
know he wants'to go to Regina, Mr. Speaker, and I wish him a
pleasant journey, but I asked myself, where is Yukon going?
What is his vision of the Yukon, what his is dream for the
future? He has one, and we all know that he has one because we
have seen glimpses of it from time to time, his references to
fifty thousand people, and provincial status, and land claims,
and a big hydro dam. But there is no hint of a plan, or adream,
or a coherent vision, in his speech. Perhaps there is not a
coherent program in the Cabinet because the Cabinet cannot
agree on one. Perhaps that is why the government seems to be
going every which way at once. But surely, I say to myself, the
Government Leader is an intelligent, reasonable man, he sure-
ly ordered all the govérnment activities. Surely he has a clear
set of goals and he has numbered them, one to a hundred. What
are they? What are this government’s priorities? Everytime
there is a problem, and the government is not prepared for it,
they announce that it is priority, as if the priority was some-
thing unexpected rather than something the government was
doing because it was expected of them. What are the govern-
ment’s top ten priorities? Does anyone know? What are the top
three? Well, let me guess. A couple of years ago if I had said
land claims, provincial status and resource control, perhaps I
would not have been far off, but what does the Government
Leader report on these three? Practically nothing. Of course,
the problem with the three I mentioned is that they are not even
within the power of the Yukon to determine. Other govern-
ments, the federal government, mainly, will ultimately decide
these questions. Still, if those are not the three top ones, I would
like to know what have replaced them. And, in any case, in the
thirteen page report on the Summer’s activities, ten pages of
which are devoted to intergovernmental affairs, we hear little
of consequence in these matters. The Government Leader
mentioned jobs and the economy, but there was no mention of
an economic plan. He did refer to the MacMillan Pass Task
Force, but he did not say if this Government was still commit-
ted to having MacMillan Pass miners and their families
housed in a Yukon community in the area, as was, I believe, the
firm commitment of one of the many former Ministers of Re-
newable Resources and Economic Development.

The Government Leader expressed concern about energy.
This is a very proper concern for his administration, for we do
not want to end up in a situation like that of the Northwest
Territories. ,

The Government Leader repeated our grievance regarding
the oil import fund, and the failure of the federal government to
accept my Party’s proposal for a northern fuel subsidy similar
to that enjoyed these last few years by Quebec and the Mari-
times.

The Government Leader also gave us some alarmmg figures
about our energy future. They startled me, and I would like to
quote them. “‘...Over the next decade energy expenditures of
percentage of gross territorial product will increase from 17 to
50 per cent unless there are major and quick changes in our
energy system....”
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Now the Government Leader made this statement, sug-
gested it was Ottawa’s problem, and then left it at that. He did
not analyze or explain his assertion further, and that troubled
me. .

In recent years, quite a few states experienced a trebling of
their energy prices. Their energy costs as a percentage of their
G.N.P. did not rise more than a few percentage points, and I
would like to point that out to the Government Leader: One
reason for this is, of course, that price is a very powerful
conservation tool. As energy prices rise, consumption drops,
and I might say that ERPU figures already indicate that this
may be happening in the Yukon. The other obvious point is that
everything else rises along with energy prices, so that the
relative burden of fuel costs cannot change that much, and 1
think, Mr. Speaker, for all of us who live in this part of the
world, that we already know how much the energy input is of
the-total cost of living, relative to other communities. '

However, Mr. Speaker, this is not to say that we do not have a
big problem. We do indeed have a big energy problem. In our .
climate, with our scattered population, there can beless discri- -
minatory use of energy than in the south. But, again, Ottawa is
not the only place to look for solutions. Yukon has wood and
coal, but we continue to build public buildings of concrete and
steel, as if oil were the only fuel available. Where we could
build buildings with more wood, or with partial wood heating
systems, we might employ more local labour and materials in
such a way as to fight inflation and unemployment, as well as
the energy problem.

Inote that there is a housing shortage in Yukon right now, but
we heard nothing about that from the Government Leader.

This spring, there were rumours of the coming demise of the
Yukon Housing Corporation, but the Government Leader said
nothing about that, and I gather the Corporation has been given
areprieve, I am glad of that and I wish it well Iwishitinfacta -
fruitful, and active future.

The Government Leader talked about consultatlon and co-
operation in his speech, and I must say that he sounded very
agreeable on that point. But in Yukon, consultation.and co-
operation only seem to apply to some of the people, some of the
time. ‘

I might say, judging from the information I have seen in the
newspapers, that the way in which the task force to consider
the splitting of Vocational Academic Education was set up
sounds as if it was done without consulting the Minister or the
Deputy Minister of Education. I may be wrong on that point,
and I would be pleased to be enlightened at some later point.

Consultation and co-operation, Mr. Speaker, was sureiy not
the method by which this Government decided to forbid a
feasibility testing for a major greenhouse operation near the
Takkini Hotsprings this summer. I do not know if it was a
viable project, but I would certainly have liked to have seen it
tested by some objective standard.

Was this summer’s municipal practice an example. of con-
sultation and co-operation? In the case of the re-organization of
the Department of Renewable Resources, we hear that some
groups were consulted, but the Department’s employees; nor
were Yukon Indian leaders. A little more consultion and co-
operation in advance would have avoided a pile of problems, I
would guess, in the case of the Takkini Hotsprings Road Subdi-
vision Development. Was there co-operation and consultation
enough before the Community Learning Center was
announced in Dawson City? s

With respect, I must say to the Government Leader that his
Cabinet has not given the impression of managing our affairs
well. To some people it has not even given the impression of
managing our crises well. To some, it seemed to be drifting
along fromone side to the next, while wamng for freeze-up or
long hibernation.

Do not get me wrong, though, Mr Speaker, the government
has done some good things. But one never knows for sure
whether it did them because it had to or because it wanted to.

Let me ask, then, given the current situation: does this Gov-
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ernment really want to create jobs? I answer the Government:
I honestly do not know. Does this Government want to house its
citizens? I do not know. I know it wants to house American
tourists, but- I do not know if it wants to house its own citizens.
Does this Government want to train young people for careers
in Yukon? I do not know.

If it does want to create jobs, build homes, and train people, it
should say so. If, for example, jobs, homes, and training are a
priority, then it should get on and do something about it, and, if
it does, it will have our support.

Mr. Speaker, I would like to say something about the mood,
the environment, the atmosphere in the world in which we live,

- because it affects all of us. I think the Government Leader’s
interest in intergovernmental affairs is, in some people’s stan-
dards, a reflection of the fact that we do not live in total isola-
tion or on an island.

I want to suggest that there are ways in which we should
preserve some immunity from some of the more unfortunate
fashions that are occurring; that are alive and well in the world
today. Conservative economics, Reaganomics are the fashion
in the English-speaking world today, and they come from the
idea that the market shall rule. That idea is very appealing to
weak-minded people, wherever they live in the world.

The surrender of our economy, of control of the economy, of
management of the economy to great corporations is the only
meaningful act, it seems, that some governments are capable
of. The belief that power forces beyond our control dicate to the
‘world is growing. The notion that all power over the life of our
community lies outside our borders is a terrible temptation.

Iurge the Government, sincerely, not to succumb to this new
fate: this faith in the mindless society ; the government without
idea; the economy without a plan; the community without a
soul; the idea that somehow justice and economic equality can
be achieved by accident or without any design. It is not possibl-
e; it is only by stating one’s intentions; stating ones priorities;
planning and acting accordingly; that one can achieve any of
our ends.

I say, I'express my expression about the lack of statement of
goals. It comes from a fact that, without any rancour or un-
pleasantness, I would very much have liked to hear at this
time, in these difficult times — a statement from the Govern-
ment Leader about the priorities, so that we might have de-
bated them. In some sense, we may be debating priorities in
the capital budget in other legislation, but we have not had, in
recent times, a clear statement from the government about its
priorities, about its intentions, and about its own measure of
performance against its own statement of goal.

I beg the government to take charge, to the extent they now
can. Times are tough, but we must be doing what is possible,
within our means; we cannot do everything, but there are
important and small things that can and must be done now.

I stated my own priorities, given the current situation: the
difficulty we have in the housing, training, and jobs; I would
say to the Government that training people now to build homes
now, that are needed now, is not a magic or magnificent thing,
but it is the kind of good and necessary action that is close tomy
idea of what government ought to be about; the kind of thing
that government ought to be doing. I think that is what all
governments, especially this Government, ought to be doing:
doing what is good and necessary now.

Mr. Kimmerly: 1 am going to centre in on one major issue,
and then, from those remarks, use that issue as an example
and make much more general remarks. I am going to centre on
the issue of land claims, and I do that for this reason: land
claims has been identified in the past, by this government, as
an issue of the first importance.

May I first quote from the Government Leader, on October
14th, 1980, in this House, where the Government Leader said,
¢...Mr. Speaker, the two most important philosophical issues
facing this Territory today are Yukon Land Claims and the
Canadian constitution.”

Later, in that same speech on October 14, 1980, the Govern-
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ment Leader said this: ‘“Mr. Speaker, I am very pleased to
inform you that the Yukon Native Land Claims negotiations
have been in full swing throughout the summer, and that sub-

_stantial progress has been made. The settlement of land

claims is the number one priority of this Government, and we
have worked extremely hard towards this end. The work being
done leads me to be very optimistic that a settlement is now
within sight and will not be far off.”’

Now, going in chronological order, I will quote the Govern-
ment Leader again. The Government Leader made a refer-
ence in his speech on Thursday to a statement to the Commons
Committee on Indian and Northern Affairs and I am going to
quote from that. But before I do that, I will just fill in the only
other statement that the Government Leader made in the in-
terim; that was in the Throne Speech of the 24th of March, 198l1.
I quote the Government Leader from a speech approximately
six months ago. He said this: ‘““Land claims, Mr. Speaker, is
considered to be of the utmost priority by my Government. To
this, the Yukon Indian Land Claims is progressing very well,
and we are looking towards an agreement-in-principle by this
Fall. We recognize that a fair and just settlement of the claim is
essential to all of us in the Territory. We believe a collective
future lies in a co-operation among Yukoners, regardless of
their origin, and we will encourage Yukon Indians to work with
us to build a one-government system to serve all Canadians.”

Going on to the Commons Committee statements made on
the 20th of May, 1981, the Government Leader said this, and I
quote: “‘...But I think a land claims settlement will be a
tremendous economic and social factor in Yukon Territory and
that is where my interests really lie. He was asked to expand,
and he said this: *‘...Certainly, I am quite convinced that there
is going to be a tremendous amount of money involved in the
land claims settlement, and it is going to be federal money. I
know very well that Indian people are not going to spend in any
place but in the Yukon Territory, and that is what we need for
development. That is a straight, pragmatic point of view.
From a social point of view we have had the visions that have
developed over the years because of the concept of the ques-
tion: should we have two governments, or one government. 1
believe everyone is now on one side with respect to that. The
splits do not exist any longer.”” And he goes on.

. When he was asked about the difference between the abor-
iginal claim or the claim of Indian people, and the claim of
non-aboriginal native-born Yukoners, he said: “No, I cannot
give you any indication of the difference, because I believe it is
something that has to be negotiated. Now, I am all for the
Indian people getting as much as they possibly can as an abor-
iginal right because I think that that is a plus for everybody in
the Yukon Territory.””

He goeson to the next question and says exactly this: ““Now I
am wondering whether we are on the same track here. I antici-
pate that after a land claims settlement, laws of general ap-
plication are going to apply to everyone in the Yukon Territory.
Inother words, their rights are going to be extlngulshed at that
point.”

Now, Mr. Speaker, I have gone on at great length because I
wished to put all of those comments together. Next, in chrono-
logical order, the land claims talks issued a press release. It
saysin a press release on the 6th of November that this is the
next public document for public disclosure, with respect to
land claims, from the 6th of November, and it says this: ‘“...On
the one hand, the Yukon Indians have agreed to give up their
unlimited hunting rights in exchange for a guaranteed percen-
tage: 50 per cent of the annual allowable harvest of moose and
caribou. On the other hand, the Government of Yukon has
agreed to special measures which will provide for meaningful
participation of Yukon Indians in wildlife management.”’

I will just complete the quotations the Government Leader
made, on Thursday, the 12th of November, about land claims:
‘We are continuing to do our utmost, in order that the progress
that has been made since this House last sat will not be lost.
Time and again, we, as a Government have demonstrated our
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good faith and our commitment to a settlement.”

Now, Mr. Speaker, I will not quote further. I wish tocomment
on the progress of the public disclosures about the land claims.
My comments are, firstly, that the public information is incon-
sistent and, secondly, that it is incomplete.

Firstly, as to the inconsistency: obviously, from the press
release of November 6th, there is an agreement-in-principle
which allows for the continuing rights of Indian or aboriginal
peoples. The government has obviously agreed to an agree-
ment-in-principle where the rights are not extinguished but
are, in fact, continuing.

Now, this is contrary or inconsistent with what the Govern-
ment Leader said to the Commons in May of this year. In
addition to that, the agreement-in-principle, we are told, was
arrived at in November, 1980, prior to the Government Lead-
er’s statements to the Commons.

That raises vital questions. Obviously there was no mtentlon
to mislead the Commons Committee so I ask, did the Govern-
ment Leader know of the agreement-in-principle reached in
November at that time? If he did know, how could he make the
statements that he did make that the wildlife question was to be
negotiated— that is, in answer to a question I did. not quote,
and, if he did know that the approach was not to the extinguish-
ments of rights, why was he talking about the extinguishment
of rights and the buy-back, if you will, of rights some six
months later?

The other questions that it raises, in the very general sense,
are that Yukoners may well ask themselves, what is the policy
of this government concerning land claims?

What is the position of this Government, going into the nego-
tiating room?

I am not asking for revelations about the negotlatlng tactics,
or the particular bottom lines on any issue, or things of that
sort. It is, however, entirely possible and desirable to carry out
a public debate as to the position that YTG should take at the
land claims negotiations.

I ask the Government Leader this: who makes that policy? Is
it the caucus? Is it the Cabinet? Is it the Government Leader?
Is it the negotiator, in concert with the civil servants? We
certainly know that it is not this House, as it has never before
been to this House: ‘

The information that has come to this House on the issues
that the Government Leader has repeatedly said are the most
important philosophical issue facing this Territory — the in-
formation is not there. We simply cannot carry out an intelli-
gent debate on this topic because we have no opportunity to,

and the information around the land claims negotiations is

kept secret.

MMR. Speaker, on that same general issue, gomg into par-
ticulars, I would mention the proposed Wildlife Ordinance. I do
not intend, in any way, to get into the substance of the Ordi-
nance, however, speaking about the procedure and the public
events around land claims, it does not escape me that the first
disclosure of an agreement-in-principle, made on November 6,
1981, was about wildlife, and this government introduced a
Wildlife Ordinance on November 12,1981; very real, impor-
tant, philosophical questions arie.

Is the new Ordinance contemplated by the agreement? Is it
indeed consistent with the agreement? What process of con-
sultation has occurred with aboriginal peoples around the new
Ordinance? Or, alternately, is the new Ordinance only ex-
pected to be a temporary measure, a stop-gap measure until
land claims are settled? If so, I say to the Government Leader
that the same process or procedure might be expected around
that Ordinance as there was for the Municipal Ordinance, with
disastrous consequences.

Mr. Speaker, going on to the question of energy and the
energy policy of this government, I would quote from the
Throne Speech on March 24th, 1981, wherein the Govern-
ment Leader says this: ‘... We expect to complete an intensive
investigation into the energy situation in Yukon and to be able
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to present to the Legislature a long-term energy pollcy for
Yukon...

Now, Mr. Speaker, it is six months after the Throne Speech
and we, on this side, are awaiting the long-term energy policy
for the Yukon.

The Government Leader mentioned in his speech on Thurs-
day that there were alarming statistics. The investigation is
obviously done, and he is alarmed, but what is the long-term
energy policy for Yukon? We have no policy before us.

Mr. Speaker, I suggest to the Government Leader that the
energy policy ought to be one of conservation, and that con-
servation and zero energy growth, or negative energy growth,
ought to be looked to very, very seriously as at least a partial
part of the long-term energy policy for the Yukon.

Mr. Speaker: Are you prepared for the question?

Mr. Veale: 1 wish to move, Mr. Speaker, seconded by the
Member for Kluane, that debate be now adjourned on Motion
12.

Mr. Speaker: It has been moved by the Honourable Mem-
ber for Whitehorse Riverdale South, seconded by the Honour-
able Member for Kluane, that debate be now adjourned.

Motion agreed to

GOVERNMENT BILLS AND ORDERS

Bill Number 73: Second Reading
Mr. Clerk: Bill Number 73, standing in the name of the
Honourable Mr. Pearson.

Hon. Mr. Pearson: ] move, seconded by the Honourable
Member for Klondike, that Bill 73, Fourth Appropriation Ordi-
nance, 1980-81, be now read a second time.

Mr. Speaker: It has been moved by the Honourable Gov-
ernment Leader, seconded by the Honourable Minister of
Health and Human Resources, that Bill 73 be now read a
second time.

Motion agreed to

Bill 70: Second reading

Mr. Clerk: Second reading, Bill Number 70 standing in the
name of the Honourable Mr. Pearson.

Hon. Mr. Pearson: Mr. Speaker, I move seconded by the
Honourable Minister of Municipal and Community Affairs,.
that Bill Number 70, Fiirst Appropriation Ordinance, 1982-83, be
now read a second time.

Mr. Speaker: It has been moved by the Honourable Gov-
ernment Leader, seconded by the Honourable Minister of
Municipal and Community Affairs, that Bill Number 70 be now
read a second time.. .

_Hon. Mr. Pearson: Mr. Speaker, I am honoured today to
present the third capital budget of this government to be pre-
pared for a fall sitting of the Yukon Legislative Assembly. We
have come a long way from the first ever budget presented by
the wholly elected Executive elected .in 1979. That first fall
budget contained an decrease in our estimated expenditures
from the preceding year.

The 1982-83 Capital Estimates represents a 45 percent in-
crease in our proposed programs, over the fiscal year which
will end next March 3l. This increase came only as a result of
long and difficult negotiations with Ottawa. Our planning for
this budget began with a very real fear that the federal govern-
ment, with its fiscal belt tightening, would be in no position to
be receptive to the needs of Yukoners. Indeed, our initial in-
formation was that the federal government was not prepared
to deal with our request for increased capital works expendi-
tures. Our negotiations with Ottawa were based on the re-
quests, and at times demands, by the people of Yukon in vir-
tually every community and every corner of the Territory.

Make no mistake about it, Mr. Speaker, the long hours of
negotiations have resulted in one of the toughest budgets ever
produced by the Government of Yukon. No single capital
works budget can satisfy everyone, nor possibly hope to meet
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the concerns of all citizens. But this is a fair budget. It will
provide new services in many communities which have been
patient while we have had to tend to the needs of others. This is
a'budget for the future — a future which strives for improve-
ments in the quality of our daily lives. Some of the estimated
expenditures ‘will place new projects on the drawing board,
and put us in a position to negotiate for the funds needed to start
construction.

Some of the projects two years ago were simply dreams.
Today, they are a reality and proven to be of benefit to the
people of the territory. It will take several years for many of
the projects in this proposed budget to reach completion, due to
the nature of our northern environment and the budgeting
process. Our priorities today are certainly different than the
landmark decision taken three years ago to maximize the
available dollars within our limited construction season. We
know we are further ahead today in planning and completion of
our capital works projects because of our foresight in present-
ing a capital works budget in the Fall. As well as maximizing
the value per dollar spent, this 1982-83 capital budget demons-
trates this government’s commitment to continued economic
growth in the territory. It is designed to be a factor in stimulat-
ing our local economy. Our intent s not to create some artificial
stimulation, but rather to provide for essential community
services in a manner which makes it possible for locally based
contractors and workers to take part in these projects. Approx-
imately two-thirds of these proposed expenditures will go to-
wards improving the quality of life enjoyed on a daily basis by
Yukoners. Our efforts will result in new educational and im-
proved health care facilities, new and upgraded facilities for
senior citizens, and improvements to our highway system. It
must be noted that we are prepared to commit over one-third of
this budget, or $14 million, towards recreational, cultural and
community ammenities, in such areas as improved library
and archival facilities, a new Whitehorse swimming pool, and
new and improved campgrounds and recreational roads. This
government’s commitment to improving educational opportu-
nities for all Yukon students has resulted in approximately
one-fifth of this budget being dedicated to education. One of the
major new initiatives within the education budget is the start of
our efforts to improve and modernize post-secondary technical
training opportunities for Yukon students. Money set aside will
permit the beginning of pre-engineering, architectural, and
site planning for a new technical training centre. It is envis-
aged that this will result in tender calls and actual start of
construction during the 1983 fiscal year. Our ongoing commit-
ment to education is reflected in the continuation of this gov-
ernment’s program to generate and upgrade existing schools
inthe territory. Part of this effort will see Christ the King High
School in Whitehorse renovated next year. Work has been com-
pleted on Christ the King Elementary School, and future
efforts will focus on Whitehorse Elementary School. Also de-
lineated in the budget is funding to complete school construc-
tion and renovation projects in Pelly Crossing, Carmacks, Old
Crow and Porter Creek.

Past efforts within the Department of Education have seen
Grades 11 and 12 taught in more communities than ever before.
In order to provide senior secondary education to students in
Ross River, a dormitory is to be constructed in Faro, so that
they can take these grades there.

A sizeable amount of funds has also been set aside, in the
budget, to enable work to commence on the pre-design and
planning for a new Elementary School in Faro. This work is in
anticipation of new population growth in the community,
caused by the expansion of the Cyprus Anvil Mine.

-The Yukon Housing Corporation in this Government recog-
nized the needs to improve staff accommodations in Faro, and
we have set aside funds to start construction of a twenty-four
unit apartment building, for all employees in that community.

The Faro access road is also a concern of this Government,

and the Department of Highways and Public Works will begin

the reconstruction and upgrading of that road. This work will
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take two years to complete, at an estimated cost of close to
$2,000,000.

At the same time, Mr. Speaker, the anticipated economic
developments in the MacMillan Pass region, north of Ross
River, have prompted us to plan for an assessment and pre-
design study of the Campbell Highway between Faro and Ross
River. This is preparatory work for operating the road when
the McMillan Pass projects proceed into their production
stage. Meanwhile, work will continue on our ongoing program
to upgrade the Klondike Highway towards Carmacks. Work
will also commence during the fiscal year on the reconstruc-
tion of the Klondike Highway south from the Alaska Highway
to Carcross. This will involve straightening and improving the
first fourteen kilometers of the road. )

Yukon’s campgrounds are becoming more than just a con-
venience stop along the highway. Our efforts in recent years
have been to provide a service for local residents, as well as the
travelling public. The Department :of Renewable Resources
plans to continue the enhancement of our existing camp-
grounds around the Territory, but will also concentrate its
efforts, during the fiscal year, in providing a major new camp-
ground for the residents of Watson Lake. Getting our travellers
and visitors to Watson Lake, and keeping them there,; will be
the end result of two projects under the sponsorship of the
Tourism and Economic Development Department.

A new, innovative program to construct Visitor Information
kiosks has been implemented, with one to be erected at the
junction of the Stewart-Cassiar Road and the Alaska Highway.
The information kiosk will be welcome news for south Alaska
Highway lodge owners, who have expressed concern about the
government’s policy on highway signs.

The kiosk will explain services to be offered to north-bound
travellers, and will inform visitors of services just down the
road, in Watson Lake. Once in Watson Lake, tourists will be
able to use a new visitor information centre, which is planned
for the start of construction in the next fiscal year, and, of
course, the new campground I mentioned earlier. Work will
begin on an information centre in Carcross, which will utilize
the site of the $.S. Tutshi and help north bound travellers out of
Skagway, and in Dawson City visitors will be able to use the
new visitor information centre which'is planned for completion
in the coming fiscal year. The site of the Whitehorse visitor
information centre, the T.C. Richards building, will benefit
from onigoing effords to improve services to our valued tourists
and local non-profit organizations. Historical restoration prog-
rams in Fort Selkirk and Hootalinqua will also continue during
the year, along with a multitude of programs to improve
Yukon’s efforts to attract the national and international tourlst
dollar.

Mr. Speaker, this Government’s efforts to reduce the con-
sumption of energy and décrease the impact of today’s high
energy costs are major initiatives within the renewable energy
and energy conservation agreements administered by the
Tourism and Economic Development Department. The initial
success of these two programs is reflected in a doubling of our
commitment in this important field. One part of this endeavour
is to pinpoint the energy use and loss by businesses, commun-
ity clubs, recreational centres, churches and just about any
institutional organization concerned with their daily electric-
ity or fuel bills. We not only show where a building is poorly
used, but provide instructions on how to correct the defects.
Then we follow up by providing grant funds, to assist in making
the required changes. The energy demonstration program is a
second and vital aspect of our energy conservation concerns.
This program provides grant monies for Yukoners to develop
and demonstrate locally-produced sources of alternative ener-
gy. Projects so far have included a very small-scale hydro
electric generator to power a home and workshop, a Yukon
Electrical Company experiment in wind powered electrical
generation at Burwash, and a solar powered greenhouse which
also provides warmth for a private dwelling. These demon-
stration projects may be the key to unlocking our present de-
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" pendence on fossil fuels in Yukon.

This government’s commitment to continued economic de-
velopment goes further than our encouragement to mining and
tourism. Funding has once again been provided in the budget,
under the special ARDA agreement, to encourage local econo-
mic development projects by Yukon’s indian people. In the
meantime, negotiations are continuing with federal officials to

" implement a comprehensive agreement which is designed to
foster economic developments throughout Yukon. We are con-
fident that an agreement can be signed for implementation
during the fiscal year, and we are working had to this end. We
have demonstrated our support and commitment to the Terri-
tory’s economic development by including this item as a major
contingency in our budget. As well as considering new schools,
roads and businesses, we also had to take a hard look at the
‘Whitehorse Correctional Centre. This new budget contains
funds to conduct pre-design and engineering work on expan-
sion of the Centre. This project is required to alleviate existing
and predicted overcrowding during the next decade. Mr.
Speaker, this government’s commitment to foster and en-
hance the growth of all Yukon municipalities and communities
is. further demonstrated by the capital estimates within the
Department of Municipal and Community Affairs. Qur support
of a continued program of capital financial aid to communities
has resulted in an increase of close to $5 million over the
amount allocated in last year’s budget. This amount is over
and above the additional operational transfer payments which
Yukon communities will receive as a result of our revised
municipal financial assistance program, which we propose to
have in place for use during the 1982 operating year. The in-
crease in municipal capital funding will provide new sewage
treatment facilities in Watson Lake and Haines Junction, un-
graded streets in many communities, aid towards a new swim-
ming pool in Whitehorse, and will go towards replacing ambu-
lance and emergency equipment in various communities, as
well as providing numerous other essential services.

Mr. Speaker, land development is a major priority of this
government and we have taken great strides in the past three
years to provide new residential land throughout the Territory.
We are pleased and satisfied that our efforts have resultedina
fairly comfortable inventory of residential land, and that we
can now channel our energies into new efforts to make a varie-
ty of land available to meet the lifestyles of all Yukoners. We
have injected an additional $3 million into this capital budget,
to be primarily directed towards providing rural residential,
recreational cottage, and agricultural land to Yukon residents.
We have spent the past year developing new and innovative
policies to make land available at affordable prices. This has
resulted in a unique policy to provide rural residential land on
an occupancy basis, or development cost, and a policy which
establishes selling prices for recreational cottage lots current-
ly leased from the federal government.

Aswell, the Minister of Renewable Resources is workingon a
policy which will eventually result in agricultural land being
made available to persons interested in pursuing that lifestyle.
These new thrusts in land initiatives are programs and policies
never undertaken by an previous Yukon administration, and
demonstrate our commitment to providing solid foundations
for continued economic growth and an 1mprovement in the
quality of life in Yukon.

Mr. Speaker, this is a budget which all members of this

assembly can take pride in assessing. It was formulated to .

play a significant role in the ‘continued economic growth of
Yukon. It should not, and can not, be considered the single
major factor of a sound economic climate in this Territory. Our
capital projects for the Faro-Ross River region, for example,
will not determine whether the area continues to develop. That
is a role which must be played by the private sector. This
budget does, however, demonstrate our confidence in the
growth of the region, and our support and encouragement of
the activities conducted by the private sector. Our initiatives to
improve visitor facilities from- Watson Lake to Carcross to
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Dawson City will not guarantee a continued. growth in this
economic activity. It does, however, demonstrate this Govern-
ment’s support and encouragement of the private sector’s
efforts to expand the industry and attract new tourist dollars.
There was no bottomless barrel from which this Government
could obtain unlimited funds to artificially create some pie-in-
the-sky projects, which, like the aspirin, would bring only short
term relief. It was because of our innovative, long-term plan-
ning, within the restrictions of tough negotiations with Ottawa,
that we were able to achieve a budget which demonstrates our
commitment to the orderly development of Yukon, and our
conscientious drive to improve the quality of life for all Yukon-
ers. Thank you Mr. Speaker
Applause ,

Mr. Byblow: As I rise to speak on: this capital budget pre- -
sented before us; I have some vivid memories of another capit-
al budget, about a year ago. It seems, then, that there were
some people who did not want a liquor store, and then I realize
what has taken place since then. The liquor store goes to ten-
der, and down here on the front bench my colleague from
Campbell would not come with me, and the speech is con-
tinued. The other day some obscure Minister chided me for
taking three years to make a political decision. Well, it was
actually only two years, and we could say that the liquor store
was the turning point. In fact, Mr. Speaker, we can say that

perhaps three years is more appropriate, for the time it takes

this government to make a decnsnon, because I see ln this
budget...

Mr. Speaker: Order, please.

Hon. Mr. Lang: I would like to know if the Member is getting
the point across that, perhaps, if we had tabled our budget
before he made his decision, he mlght have joined the Con-
servatives?

Mr. Speaker: Order, please. I would ask if Members would
not rise. Obviously, the Member does not have a point of order,
and perhaps, unless there is a legitimate point of order,
perhaps whoever is speaking at the moment, at any glven time,
may be permitted to continue his speech.

Mr. Byblow: For the information of your good office, Mr
Speaker, I am here because of principles. In fact, because ‘of
the decision making time it took for this Government to insti-
tute some capital considerations that have been long overdue,
not necessarily in any particular long term planning
framework, I can have some respect for aspects of this budget.
In this budget we certainly do see some effort to offset some
very severe strains, some imminent crisis. That has to be, Mr.
Speaker, what capital budgetting is all about. It ‘has to be
treated as a kind of investment planning, and the Honourable
Government Leader addressed this at length in terms of his
future. We know, too well, the unique Yukon situation. A situa-
tion of limited economy, limited diversity, high costs, strug-
gling businesses, shortage of skilled help, shortages of hous-
ing, recession up .and down.

And that is why I can agree with the Government Leader
when he says that plans have to be put in place. Not only
because that is the sensible thing to do, but it is encumbent
upon leadership to spend monies in such a diligent fashion as to
be realized by the present and the future considerations from
such an expenditure.

It seems to me, Mr. Speaker, the Government ought to be
well above the simplistic notion of political expediency and
short term benefits. The Government has to be like investors;
they have to be more visionary, and they haveto be more
practical. The only way that government can demonstrate
their accountability, their fiscal accountability, is to line up
their expenditures in terms of a sound economic and a social
plan, with special consideration for the future. The Govern-
ment Leader says that he has done that. So I ask this question:
what economic advantage is served by each one of these ex-
penditures in this book ? What tax revenue return is secured by
that investment in the long term? Is the total spectrum of
social planning in phase with the developmental encourage--
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ment? So I believe, Mr. Speaker, if we go through each item of
the capital budget, we have to ask these questions. I do not
expect, necessarily, detailed answers, but I want to provide a
forum for discussion of today’s spending with a view towards
tomorrow.

Mr. Speaker, one of the repeated commitments of this Gov-
ernment is that of, in fact, planning a sound economic strategy.
I really want to know what it is. You heard the Leader of the
Opposition stressing what priorities were in line by this Gov-
ernment. I want to know the degree to which these expendi-
tures fit into the strategy of this Government. And I would
think that we should be hanging our hat on those assets, or
those elements ,or those factors, that give us the control over
the economy, because I think, Mr. Speaker, that we have con-
siderable control.

Sure, granted that resource development control exists
largely and primarily outside the Territory, and mineral re-
source development, in particular, hinges on global factors.
But the extent to which a government can encourage that sort
of development by those areas under its control is really quite
limitless.

In the fiscal disbursement of this capital budget, just to what
extent is every expenditure related to building the infrastruc-
ture that is required in developing the areas of the Territory —
not at random, but with respect to corridors of proven and
known resource potential and strength, with a priority towards
organizing for needs and a return in the future. To what extent
isexpenditure related to the job training facilities: in the skills
areas that we do not have, that we will need, that we do need
now, in order to support industry and business, and the poten-
tial that lies across the Territory. At the same time are those
social and those recreational, and even those housing needs
being met at the same time that this planning strategy is being
put in place?

This is something of an aside, but I find it singularly ironic
that after 85 years of corner-stone support which mining has
given the Yukon Territory, mining itself is not given the dis-
tinction of being a recognized trade, with the corresponding
training inour system. Now and I sincerely hope that this is one
area that will be addressed in the future, in the economic, in the
strategic plan of this government. I hope that it is addressed,

“for example, through the million dollar appropriation in the
educational thrust, and I sincerely hope that this Government
undertakes, very seriously, a review of this Yukon phe-
nomenon of high shortage in skilled labour, and high expndi-
tures to train, yet a high unemployment rate.

On a more very practical level of the budget itself, page by
page, I would have hoped, Mr. Speaker, that the budget would
have had substantial capitalization in that respect, in this
whole area of vocational and trades training facilities and
equipment. In the high school of the Yukon, I believe this has
been an emphasis over the past several years, and 1 would
have hoped to have seen it as a line item. I would have hoped to
see the beginning phase of construction in Faro, even for a
wing of the Vocational School, in order to take advantage of the
very ideal training ground in that community for industrial
trades. I would have expected to see a line item in this budget
supporting the community learning centres. I would have pre-
ferred to see more than just staff housing constructed. I would

" have liked to have seen more support, Mr. Speaker, in the
budget, to the small businesses of the oterritory.

I suggest that the $300,000 dollars identified in the Tourism
and Economic Development Budget under the Business De-
velopment Program is but a token gesture for the support
really needed. I do not think this Government has a full percep-
tion of the value of small business to the Yukon economy, and
the inherent problems with which it can help. The small busi-
ness is a very dynamic and a very vital area of our economic
picture, Mr. Speaker. It employs nearly a third of our labour
force and these business are built on enterprise, on hard work,
and they must respond quickly to changing market circumst-
ances. They tend to be very labour intensive. Small business
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sectors are finding it increasingly difficult to compete in an
economy dominated by the large companies who have easier
access to credit, and to specialized technical services. Small
business needs two things: money and information, in this
form. Not in the handout form, as the Honourable Minister of
Justice would have us bel eve.

Inlight of the present interest rates the former is even more
critical. If the $300,000 dollars, Mr. Speaker, slotted for small
business is a selective process of doling out grants then this
government is making a mistake. No business wants to, or
should, exist on cash subsidies. They need low cost loan mone-
y; they need money for start up; for expansion, they need cash
flow assistance; and tax measures that afford them an equit-
able position in the market place. They need help through
technical and managerial services, and those services, if
assisted by government, must be available to all business —
not selective, and not blind, handouts. In general, Mr. Speaker,
a more positive attitude to small business by government can
g0 a long way in building stable communities, in expanding a
tax base, and returning to the public sector a valuable service.

Mr. Speaker, I earlier spoke of economic strategy and said
that we have a number of controls or instruments at our dispos-
al. It seems that these do not only include infrastructure. They
do not include just labour training, assistance, decentralizing
government services. They also include another neglected
aréa, and the Government Leader touched on it, yet I fail to see
it in the budget; that is, of agriculture. I recognize that the
Minister responsible thinks that hé is very progressive in this
area, but I submit that it is a bit sluggish, probably even more
so than Conservative. It is three years, Mr. Speaker, since this
Government undertook its commitment to agricultural de-
velopment in the Territory. We are still framing policy, and at
a time when one of the recourses to high food prices lies in our
back yards, we see no incentive and very slow response from
government.

It would seem to me, Mr. Speaker, most practical and most
committed to see a line item towards agricultural lard de-
velopment, in order to strive towards a greater self sufficiency
in food. I think that the agriculturalists of the Territory have
definitely taken the lead, and government has to move a little
faster and encourage the harvest that they have precipitated.
In fact, as we carry on through this capital bu
get 1 will be very curious about the philosophy and the long
term planning behind the Correctional Institute upgrading. I
will have some questions surrounding the capital of new Lib-
rary and Information Resources department, and naturally I
will also have some questions about allocations in my riding.
And I am sure the Minister of Economic Development would
chastise me if I did not acknowledge his Government’s benevo-
lence to Faro. So let the records show, Mr. Speaker, that the
Faro access road finally has received the recognition that it
rightfully deserves, for the corner stone support to this Terri-
tory that comes across that road. My constituents look forward
toaless harrowing experience on that road, as do the truckers,
and as do the tourists and as will other Ministers who have
visited the community and driven in from the highway with
me.

I think, though, the Minister responsible for housing will
probably have to review much more closely the proposed line
item on the apartment complex. I believe the decision to build
this structure should be, perhaps, reconsidered,in light of the
appeals made from the community, and a compromise solu-
tion commenced. And I submit that probably a reduced apart-
ment block and a number of alternatives, detached or semi-
detached units, would be more in order.

As the Minister of Education is fully aware, the educational
needs of Faro are much more critical thn doing a feasibility
study alone would suggest. I think it is imperative, and the
Minister and I have had discussions on this, that with the lead
time required to build a school, we must react more quickly
and begin construction sooner. The last expansion, as the
Minister knows, is overflowing, and the infamous portables
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are in use. It is quite apparent that the students will not be
accomodated next September.

This does not even consider the Vocational development tak-
ing place in Faro. Unfortunatly, and I have to research this
further, I am lead to believe there is some lack of consultation
respecting the dormitory. Perhaps I will have more to say on
that later.

. Certainly it is a credit to this government and it should be
rlghtfully recognized, the capital investment that has gener-
ated to Faro this year and certainly in light of the past three
years this is most heartening.

I think the message from Faro is simply this, it is growing
rapidly, its services are straining, it is a permanent resource
corner stone of the territory. Your capital allocations, well
appreciated, are a year or two behind. More capital invest-
ment into infrastructure is required, particularly in education,
airport, land development, housing, training, especially if
Faroisto become, as the Government Leader suggests, part of
a greater plan to assist in the development north to the MacMil-
lan Pass corridor.

Mr. Speaker, in conclusion, I would like to say that as we go
through this capital budget we will be assessing it in terms of
its soundnss. This capital budget will have to stand the test of
those priority concerns that face the territory, as we train our
people, as we give people a secure place to live and as we
encourage job development with long term in mind. Such will
be the test of the budget. Thank you.

Mr. Veale: Mr. Speaker, for a moment there, with the pre-
vious members speaking, I was wondering if he was going to
miss the priority that had been given to the community of Faro,
- and I certainly commend the government for recognizing the
importance that that community has in the territory, and
priorizing the developments that are taking plce in that com-
munity so that they will continue to take place and serve the
needs of all Yukoners. I was pleased, Mr. Speaker, to see that
there was a 45 per cent increase in the capital budget, and of
course that indicates that the federal government is looking
kindly upon the territory, and in the negotiations have pro-
vided this territory with the money that it needs to develop
itself in mining, in education, and in energy conservation and I
am please to see that the Government Leader has recognized
that contribution.

Mr. Speaker, one third of this budget is devoted to recreation-
al, cultural and community facilities, and that is a priority that
I would certainly commend. But let me say this, the difficulty
with that priority is that those decisions are still made in
Whitehorse by, essentially, the civil servants, and they are not
being made in the communities by those communities accord-
ing to their priorities; that, Mr. Speaker, is a very important
priority that has been missed in this budget. I think it is one that
is going to have to be addressed in the Territory in the future, if
we are going to actually meet the needs that people feel in
Watson Lake, Haines Junction and Dawson City, and even
Faro. Faro has been looked after very well in this budget, as
the Member knows.

The other aspect is that one fifth of the budget has been
applied to educational priorities, and while we would applaud
the fact that education is an important priority in the Terri-
tory, I express great concern about the possible split in the
Department of Education, which may deter the proper spend-
ing of that money. There was a great deal of discussion about
vocational facilities, as they are going to be created in the
Territory, but there was no discussion of the long term policy to
have a united Department of Education, so that post-
secondary education and vocational school training will con-
tinue to be under that department. I am surprised that we did
not hear a great deal about the concept of Yukon Campus, and
that is an extremely important concept is this Territory.

Mr. Speaker, there are many areas where the capital budget
does not meet the priorities of this Territory. And one of the
most obvious priorities of this Territory is that of housing
needs. There-is a crunch being faced by many people in the
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Territory, particularly renters, and that is this: with high in-
terest rates, landlords are being compelled to raise rents, and
consequently people are not in a position to even maintain the
quality of living that they have had previously. Secondly, as the
Government may be aware, or it may not, there is a move in
this Territory to move towards stratatitle, and that means that
many residential tenancies are going to be turned into pieces of
real estate to be sold to individuals.

Now the concern that I have is that we may be facing a very
serious shortage, as these housing units, which are presently
rental units, are turned into strata title, because that may
result in a reduction in the amount of residental tenancies that
are available to people who rent houses in the Territory. There
is nothing in this capital budget that is addressing that prob-
lem, which is going to be very severe, I expect, over the course
of this winter, and in the spring, as the strata titles are de-
veloped.

Mr. Speaker, the capital budget also has failed to recognize
the fact that this Government has had three years to get the
rural residental land on stream, and there has been a complete
failure of the Government to achieve that. This Minister of
Municipal and Community Affairs promised last spring that
they would be put out in the spring, if he could. The spring came
and went, the summer came and went, fall is here, winter is
here, and we still do not have that land available for Yukoners.
I think that is a dismal failure of this Government. The same
failure has been highlighted, with respect to agricultural de-
velopment. The agricultural development of this Territory
that has been actually sponsored by this Government, or en-
hanced by this Government, is almost nothing. That, of course,
isone of the key things that Yukoners have to consider now: the
cost of food in this Territory, and it simply has not been addres-
sed by this Government, and I do not see it being adequately
addressed in this capital budget. Let me give an example of
where it has missed the boat in this area. There was an applica-
tion for land by a gentleman who wanted to tap the geo-thermal
sources of this Territory, and actually produce greenhouse
vegetables at a cost which would equal any cost if they were to
be delivered from the outside.

Ithas alot todo with capital. I understand the Minister would -
not really understand why, but I will lay it out and explain it to
him. The reason that it is very important is that this Territory
is a cold climate, and it is isolated from many of the major
markets. If we can start producing food in this Territory at the
same cost as it is sent up from outside, or cheaper, then we
should do it. What that requires is a commitment from this
Government to invest some money to determine what the geo-
thermal capabilities of this Territory are, so that we can start
initiating some of these projects. So far, the Government con-
tribution to that sort of food production has been an absolutely
negative one, because the man who started this project was
totally and completely frustrated by the zoning procedures
which this Government implemented, part way through the
application that he was making to proceed with his greenhouse
facility. And those are the kind of things, Mr. Speaker, that are
not being addressed at all, in this Capital Budget.

1 was surprised to hear the Member from Faro speaking
about small businesses. We all know how important small
businesses are, but I should point out to him that there is a
Federal Business Development Bank, which is very active in
financing small businesses in this Territory. There is also the
special ARDA program which is directed specifically to small
businessmen in this Territory, and finally there is the exten-
sion of one year for the Small Business Development Bond, by
the Government, which is also available to small businessmen
in this Territory. He did not mention those things, and it is
unfortunate, because those are things that are important for
small businessmen in this Territory to know about. I will have
more comments as the debate progresses.

Mr. Penikett: ] shall be merciful upon the Government, and
everybody else, and be very brief.

Thave only a few things tosay, and first let me begin by belng
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perfectly frank, in admitting that the Capital Budget is better

-~ thanIexpected. And I will say to the Government Leader that I
think he has probably truly done well in getting an increase.
The $11 million that we have is, as they say, in an election year,
very promising. I must say that 1 did not greet it with the same
glee as my colleague, the Member from Faro, and perhaps my
anxiety derived more from the fact that the only thing the
Government is building in my consituency is a larger jail. I do
not know whether they had me in mind when they were doing
that, but I must say that the expansion of that facility is one
way of dealing with the housing crisis in the Territory. I might
have thought that there would have been some better ones. I
would like to say more about that later.

One of the difficulties we have, Mr. Speaker, in trying to
prepare for the sessions of the Legislature, under the new
partisan format, is that we are obliged to live by the rules and

‘practices of legislatures across this land. That is, that the
government party tends not to let the other parties in the House
know what they are doing until the last possible moment, and I
must say that while I do not always appreciate that practice, I
do understand the necessity for it, and I do hope that the pre-
sent Government and its members will be similarly under-
standing if they should ever have the pleasure, and the oppor-
tunity, to be on this side of the House.

Mr. Penikett: The situation we find ourselves in is one we
have to prepare for, if you like the capital budget speech,
without seeing the capital budget. I, this weekend, spent some
time trying to prepare a reply to the Government Leader’s
report on what he did in his summer holidays, reminding me of
school, but I did not have time to do a very long speech on the

-capital budget. However, before we received it, I began think-

ing in my own mind what would one do in the situation the
Territory is in now. What would one’s priorities be, with the

‘situation in which the Territory finds itself. I then asked my-
self, given the situation, what should the Government be doing
about it, and then once I looked at the budget, I hoped to be able
to compare what they should be doing with what they have
been doing, and see what was left over.

Our situation is, frankly, right now, pretty tough. We are not
unique in that regard, but, in an economy that is so dependent
on the mining industry we have a reality in that when metal
prices are down, construction, as we know, is down, interest
rates are up — one of the many wonderful things the Liberal
Government is doing for the small businessman. Rents are
climbing, vacancies are zero, school enrollments are uncer-
tain for the next few years, except in Faro. As I mentioned, we
have the problem of alcohol abuse and crime, which are all
related; I think, or connected very much with poverty and
unemployment, and the ongoing economic malaise in many of
the communities of the Territory. We have many long term
needs, but as has been mentioned, I think there are some very
immediate needs.

1 remember some months ago, the present Minister of Jus-
tice promising us a housing boom in the very near future.I am
still waiting for it, but, I would rather not hold my breath,
because talking to people in the private sector, builders, the
current interest rate situation is such that they are not likely to
put up any speculative properties in the very near future. I
talked to people in the industry, people who are landlords, and
tenants, and they tell me that the situation is particularly hard
right now for low-income families, and particularly, single

parent families. There is not only a shortage, in fact, the hous- .

ing stock is diminishing. Certain rental accomodations, low
rental accomodations, are diminishing, in Whitehorse. It has
been observed, from time to time, by my friends across the
way, that the social housing, or community housing, as it is
now called by the Yukon Housing Corporation, is not suited for
" the single parent with one child. The three bedroom house is
not suited for the single parent family, or the small family, and
I quite agree. I think that many of the social housing that is out
in the small communities was designed for large non-status
indian and non-native families who were seasonally employed
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and went in and out of the job market on a seasonal basis and
found themselves, in many winters, in a desperate and unheal-
thy housing situation.

We have some socjal housing, but I think we are fast reachmg
a point where there are many working people in the commun-
ity, working parents, single parents, particularly, and young,
single people, whose incomes are not sufficient to get them
housing on the private market, and I would think that there
may be an argument there for the Yukon Housing Corporation
to have a role to take advantage of the many C.M.H.C. prog-
rams, and to, in fact, increase the housing supply in this terri-
tory of a particular kind. Because as we all know housing is one
of the few sectors of the economy that does respond to the law of
supply and demand, and while the supply in terms of middle
and upper income housing is more than adequate, even though
there are a number of people who cannot afford to get into that
kind of housing right now, I think the situation is close to being
desperate for many individuals at the low income end. I might
say more to that later. '

1 think there is also a need in terms of employment, some of
which is addressed in the capital budget, but the need for jobs
and for work for people who are in apprenticeship programs,
or in part time jobs, is very serious. I expect this winter we will
be going through another period of very high unemployment,
higher even than perhaps any of the provinces, higher even
than perhaps any other jurisdiction in the country, except the
Northwest Territories, and, I think that we have never quite
yet responded to that as the emergency and the crisis which it
is. As I have mentioned, the consequences, in terms of social
costs, in terms of alcoholism and poverty and despair, and
ultimately crime, which results from the high unemployment
rate, is something that I think we all have to be mature and
responsible about. My colleague, the Member for Faro, men-
tioned the obligation and the necessity of traning people for the
industries that exist in Yukon, the need to make mining a
designated trade, and to start to train people, instead of con-
tinuing, as we have done for so many years, to educate our kids
for export, while at the same time, imported all our exports.
We need to be training our people for careers that do exist in
Yukon. We have made a start on that, but, it seems tome, much
more needs to be done, and one of the things that could be done,
and I am going to be asking the Government Leader questions
about this, is perhaps more training for people who are now in
the public employ, people who are public servants in the Terri-
tory, to upgrade their skills so they promote more people with-
in this Publin Service, rather than continuing the slave trade
with the large centres to the south.

Let me just comment for a few minutes, Mr. Speaker on
what the Government is doing in this capital budget. There is a
total of $37 million, plus. As I mentioned, it is up $ll million over
the previous year.

The high points in it seem to be in education, where there is
seven and a half million being spent. We have the Whitehorse
Junior Secondary School being built in Porter Creek, and I
understand there is some discussion going on in the Commun-
ity about the appropriateness of the grade structure of that
school; that is something we may be hearing more  about.
There is a school in Pelly Crossing, and I think that is probably
needed, and a number of school renovations. On school renova-
tions, I have been asked by a:parent to express the hope that
they will include windows at the Jeckell School. There is the
million dollars that my colleague from Faro mentioned, for the
Yukon Vocational Technical Training Centre. As that is an
important commitment to training, important commitment to
the new development of the new school, I think I'would certain-
ly give the Government good marks on that score. It certainly
shows that they are sensitive to that need in the community.

1am going to be looking, as my colleagues and I will be doing,
at the construction jobs, the energy consciousness and the
design of these facilities, the extent to which local materials
and local labor is being used, and ways in which we are lower-
ing the ongoing costs and maximizing the long term employ-



November 16, 1981 YUKON HANSARD ,

ment potential in all the facilities that we are developing. The
land development figure of $3.5 millon, aspart of the $13 million
in municipal community affairs, was the thing that really
stuck out. We have a fairly adequate land bank in Whitehorse. I
know that there are needs in a number of the rural communi-
ties, but I am going to be asking the Minister a number of
questions about that, because it seems to be a fairly large sum,
in view of the amount we already have available, and I will be
particularly curious to see what he has in mind there. Most of
the other capital proposals in municipal affairs, the Haines
Junction sewage building, and the Mayo administration build-
ing, the Whitehorse swimming pool, the Watson Lake sewage,
are all, I think, job producing expenditures. I have had a close
look at the association of Yukon communities list — wish list,
as some people call it — the $27 million, almost, that they
proposed, expenditures there. _

I think they understand that they would never get all that list.

I am going to be asking the Minister, and I serve notice, by way
of this speech, questions that I intend to ask about priorities
there, Whose priorities were there, within this Government,
and to what extent did they respond to the Association of Yukon
Communities’ wishes. 1 think it is important, that point, be-
cause for the first time, as we all know, the Association of
Yukon Communities consolidated their requests and made
them as one, rather than having the old situation of one com-
munity competing against another for their particular needs.

The swimming pool has been cited by the City of Whitehorse
as their number one aspiration, in terms of capital projects. I

know, because of the bids, that that project is somewhat in
limbo. I, on a previous occasion, in this House, expressed my
view that we could have saved alot of energy costs, O&M costs,
and wage costs, by building such a pool into any new school we
were building. I think that would have been cost efficient. I
think it would have been energy efficient. We decided not to, I

- gather, for cost reasons, in the case of the new school in Porter
Creek. If, however, the price that we have to pay for inflation is
in having no pool at all, I certainly hope that the Government
‘will be looking very seriously at all options to get Whitehorse a
‘pool, including reconsidering that one.

- However, the list of $13 million in expenditure, which repre-

. sents about half of what Association of Yukon Communities
asked for, is going to be somewhat mythical, of course, if the
pool is never built, because that money, I hope, will be put into
some other job-producing project, if it cannot be used for that.

The tourism allocation of $5 million is an interesting item in
the capital budget, because every single item identified had
recoverable funds in it, so it is somewhat difficult to ascertain
exactly what the commitment of this Government is. I have
heard from the Minister before, that the tourism figures are
up, and that is all encouraging in an otherwise bleak, economic
picture. I want to hear more about what we are doing in energy
conservation. And I would like to know what conditions may be
attached to some of this recoverable money, and whether we
are in a situation of being absolutely sure of getting it all back.

The highway allocation of $7 million is-also valuble in terms
of developing a transportation infrastructure, which is abso-
lutely necessary for the two major industries, tourism and
mining. I think it has been mentioned before that transporta-
tion, as a cost factor, to the mining industry is considerably
more significant, even than energy, and if we can, in any small
way, reduce the transportation costs to that industry, and im-
prove that service, and that facility for all our communities,
then it is valuable. :

I would mention that we are continuing to spend money on
roads, but I notice that the Association for Yukon Communities
did request that we start to spend more money on roads in the
communities, because they had received comments, in many
places from tourists who felt that it was somewhat disconcert-
ing to travel along a Yukon highway, and then suddenly arrive
in a town, and find the condition of the road deteriorated once
they got inside the limits of the local jurisdiction. That is some-
thing I also intend to ask the Minister questions about.

Page 272

I do want to say, in connection w1th the Faro access road,
having a perilous ride on it this summer in a vehicle chauffered
by my friend from Faro, during which several of us, Members
of the House, lost years off their lives, I am certainly glad that
the Government has made this decision to upgrade the Faro
access road, and I think if everybody is fair-minded about it,
they will recognize the contribution made by the Member for
Faro, in the eloquence and passion and the enthusiasm, and, 1
think the absolute hard-headed commltment hemade to seeing
this become a reality.

Mr. Speaker, the Minister of Justice is asking for some driv-
er education. I did not see that in the Capital Budget. Perhaps
he could point that out to us later.

For the Yukon Housing Corporation, 1 netice that there is
$1,500,000 in there, and it is all for staff housing. I notice the
document, which came across my desk some time ago, from
the government, which was a lot of projection, talking about
the housing demands, and the housing needs in the Territory
for the next little while. I found it interesting reading, because
we have a situation in which the Government now has a fairly
accurate picture, I assume — because it has been two sources,
ERPU and Yukon Housing Corporation — about our needs for
apartment units, single family units, multi-family units,
etcetera. We do know the economic situation in which the needs
are clear. Wwe know that the economic situation is such that
the private sector cannot build these units. I would draw cer-
tain obvious conclusions from that, as would my party. The
Government seems not to, and I may be asking them a number
of questions about that.

" That seems to be the largest smgle ommission in the capital
budget. Having stated our interests, given the current cir-

. cumstancesinjobs, job training and housing, the largest single

weakness, it seems to me from our point of view, would be the
lack of commitment on housing.

I express in passing, as it is going into my constituency,
concern about the expanded jail. I would state the obvious, that
were we in a more healthy economy the jail might not be
necessary. 1 think the job potential in this budget is not bad,
however I want to see what the job potential, not in the con-
struction phase, but the operation phase of these projects will
be, and that is an area of questioning the government should
expect.

I want to know about the job training impact, too. I want to
know what the training component of most of these construc-
tion projects will be and what the Government will be doing to
ensure that they maximize that training. By the same score, 1
want to know what kind of planning and coordination, and
coperation, they have in the training component of this whole
budget. Particularly, I might mention municipal works. We
have gone through a very painful period this summer arguing
about local government, with the new Municipal Ordinance
and this feud among AYC, and the ultimate resolution between
AYC and the Council for Yukon Indians.

Irecall, in a miniature way, a similar discussion when I was
in Whitehorse City Council, between the band council and the
City of Whitehorse. They were some people on City Council, at
the time that I was on it, who wanted to see the.village relo-
cated but to become part of the municipalty of the City of
Whitehorse. For their own very good reasons the people in the
Indian Band wanted to keep their own control of their own local
government, however there were a number of obvious and
practical ways in which the two entities should be.working
together. You did not want to have competing parallel sewer
and water systems, for example. It may not be necessary to
have separate fire systems. One of the things that occured to
me at the time was the necessity and the usefulness of begin-
ning to train some of those native people in some of those native
communities to operate those kind of municipal facilities in the
fire stations, and that kind of thing. That training would be
necessary, whether they were to come.under a one government
system locally, or whether it was to be a two government
system. But it is training that would take sufficiently long in
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time that we really ought to be thinking about it now, and
putting some money into it now. It is not necessarily the kind of
training that should necessarily be the immediate responsibil-
ity and obligation of the Department of Education, but it may
be something that the Department of Municipal Affairs, with
its resources and its local government, advisors and planners
could be planning a useful role in.

As we are doing this great spending in the municipal area, it
is an opportunity — it is a training opportunity, or job opportun-
ity, if you like — that I am sure the native community and
many of the unemployed in the small communities will want to
take advantage of. Now, I must say that I am disappointed in
the housing situation. The lot demands, I think, are obviously
higher than the supply. Supply of certain kinds of housing lots
in the city is adequate. The Government has the land. As my
colleague from Whitehorse South Centre will I am sure be
making clear to you all, it is no accident that we call some of the
buildings we now have in Whitehorse low cost housing. Be-
cause some of the community and social housing we have now,
is, in fact, a very low cost to this government. It cost us very
little. And no matter how badly they may have been designed,
it meets, for the particular families and the particular cir-
cumstances, a very important social and economic need. The
supply of housing is poor for the low income and middle income
groups right now, and it is not going to get better in the forsee-
able future. This government, even Conservative govern-
ments, have said that even though they have a hangup and a
resistance to the public sector doing things, have always recog-
nized that they had an obligation to do it when the private
sector would not. I submit to the Conservative Government
that that is exactly the situation that operates now. Since most
of the Yukon Housing Corporation moneys, is, in fact, C.M.H.C.
money, and is available for various programs now, I would
urge this Government, through policy leadership, toreactivate
the Yukon Housing Corporation to get it working on increasing
the housing supply, not for Human Resources clients, but for
the working poor, the working middle income people, the sing-
le parent families, of which there are a large number in this
community, to increase the supply and to take the pressure off
all types of housing. I was not smoking my pipe, Mr. Speaker,
when I talked earlier about the situation of the single parents
who are living in apartments where the rents have just been
raised because the landlords re-negotiated the mortgages. The
landlord would like to raise the rent quite a bit, but because of
the notices he is required to give under the Landlord and
Tenant Ordinance now, he finds it easier to evict them. He
evicts the person when there is a zero vacancy rate, and very
little available in the way of apartments. A lot of those people
now have to move in with friends, or with relatives. Some of
them do not have relatives here, so the situation is especially
difficult. I think there is a need right now that should be met. I
think the Government has the responsibility to meet it.

I think this is a very project oriented budget. I think many of
the projects are much needed. When we are asking our ques-
tions in Committee, we will be looking very much for the Gov-
ernment’s commitment to local hiring, which they have made,
to see how they will be implementing it, and enforcing it. I will
be seeing, wherever possible, to what extent they will be using
local materials, to the extent that they are available, and we
will be looking very much for the training benefits.

I am very glad, let me say this in closing, that the Govern-
ment Leader and the Government have obtained this money. It
is our obligation to see that we all put it to the best use possible.
Having said that, and said the kind words about the Govern-
ment having got the money, I still the think the major room for
improvement, having said all those things, is in the low income
housing sector, and I would urge the Minister responsible, and
the Cabinet collectively, to consider that point, and take what-
ever action they can to meet the very serious need this winter.

Mr. Kimmerly: I intend to be fairly brief to this address on
the Capital Budget. I intend to speak primarily from the point
of view of social programs, and it is fairly difficult to evidence
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social programs by Capital Budgets. Someone a long time ago
said that politics is the art of allocating scarce resources. It is
obvious that the resources in the Yukon, especially today, are
scarce, and politics is the art of allocating those, or estab-
lishing priorities. Now, this Government has not given us a
clear statement of its priorities. They must be gleaned, if you
will, or discovered, from other actions of the Government, one
of them being this Capital. Budget. From the:point of view of
social programs, Mr. Speaker, we, on this side, are very dis-
appointed in this particular Capital Budget.

I will speak first about housing. The Leader of the Opposition
has spoken about that, and indeed the Leader of the Liberal
Party has also spoken about that, and I will not repeat the great
need for, especially, low income housing. But looking at the
priorities which can be gleaned from this budget, in the area of
housing there is a million and a half dollars for Yukon Territo-
rial Government employees’ staff housing. There is a million
dollars for criminals, and there is absolutely nothing for people
in need of low income housing. -

The Government Leader mentions in his speech the need for
expanding overcrowding in the correctional centre. He is com-
pletely silent on the question of overcrowding of the non cri-
minal element of society. This is obviously a change in‘ the
Government policy, since on the 14th of October, 1980, the then
Minister of Justice said this: ““In the area of Justice we are
turning the main thrust of expenditures away from expensive
custodial sentences, which cost us in the area of $85 per day,
towards probation and community work programs, which cost
some $15 per day.’” And, he also said in the same speech, ‘‘with
the emphasis on community programs which we develop, we
have held down the number of inmate days in the correctional
institute and will continue this work in the future.”” Obviously
there is a departure, in that a million dollars has been allocated
inthe first year of a $17 million project to house criminals, when
there is absolutely nothing in the budget to house needy fami-
lies. The legislation for the Yukon Housing Corporation en-
ables this Government to enter into the market where private
enterprise has obviously vacated the market, in building
apartments and low income housing. They have not done that.
Their priorities I would suggest, are askew. Furthermore: in
the area of education, there is an item in the budget to build a
dormitory in Faro for children who live in Ross River. This is
probably the death blow in thisdecade to a Grade 1l or Grade 12
in Ross River.

The Ministers opposite are aware of the Sharpe Report, and
of the devastating social impact of putting teenagers in dormi-
tories away from their homes. The social policy which is evi-
dent by the capital budget is simply unacceptableto the Mem-
bers on this side.

Mr. Speaker: Are you prepared for the question?

Division has been called. Mr Clerk would you kmdly poll the
house?

Hon. Mr. Pearson: Agreed.

Hon. Mr. Lang: Agreed.

Hon. Mrs. McCall: Agreed.

Hon. Mr. Lattin: Agreed.

Hon. Mr. Tracey: Agreed.

Mr. Njootli: Agreed.

Mr. Falle: Agreed.

Mr. Hanson: Agreed.

Mr. Graham: Agreed.

Mr. Fleming: Agreed.

Mr. Penikett: Disagree.

Mr. Byblow: Disagree.

Mr. Kimmerly: Disagree.

Myr. Veale: Disagree.

Mrs. McGuire: Disagree.

Mr. Clerk: Mr. Speaker, the results are 10 yea, 5 nay.

Mr. Speaker: It would appear the ‘yeas’ have it.

Motion agreed to.

Mr. Graham: Mr. Speaker, I move, seconded by the Hon-
ourable Member for Mayo, that we now resolve to Committee
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of the Whole.

Mr. Speaker: It has been moved by the Honourable Mem-
ber for Whitehorse Porter Creek West, seconded by the Hon-
ourable Member for Mayo, that Mr. Speaker do now leave the
Chair and that the House resolve into Committee of the Whole.

Motion agreed to.
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE

YUKON HANSARD

Myr. Chairman: I call the Committee of the Whole to order.
We will be discussing Bill Number 70 and Bill Number 73.

1 would like to call a short recess at this time.

" Recess. - _

Myr. Chairman: 1 would like to call the Committee of the
Whole to order at this time. I would like to refer you to Bill
Number 70,First Appropriation Ordinance, 1982-83. I would like
to refer you to page one, Mr. Pearson.

'Hon.Mr.Pearson: Mr. Chairman, the purpose of this Bill is
to obtain from this House the appropriation of $37,438,000 to
defray expenses of the government in respect to capital ex-
penditures for the fiscal year begining April 1, 1982. Mr. Chair-

‘man, we all have a backup book, the green book, with the
various votes in it and I would respectfully suggest that when
we get to Section 2 of the'Bill and I refer to the schedule, we use
" the book as our background material.

Mr. Byblow: I believe, Mr. Chairman, that we are debat-
ing the principle of the Bill at this point and not specific line
items; yet. So in respect of the general debate, Mr. Chairman,
and in light of some of the debate that has gone on earlier this

* afternoon, I would like to hear from the Government Leader if
he felt that, in terms of the general criticisms of the Bill, in
terms of how the expenditures stack up in terms of the econo-
mic plan, in terms of a social long term plan of the territory,
does he feel that this budget would stand up agamst such cri-
ticism?

Hon. Mr. Pearson:
criticism.’

Mr. Chairman: Is there any further debate? General dis-
- cussion of Clause 1. _

- Mr. Penikett:  Just on the general question, I think I under-
stood fairly well from the Government Leader’s remarks and
from reading the Capital Estimates, the general implications
interms of job benefits, from this budget. CanI ask the Govern-
ment Leader, in view of his expressed concern about energy
and the expressed concern on this side regarding the training
components of these projects, if he might make at this point
some general comments about how we will be assuring that
these buildings are as energy efficient as possible, among the
projects that are being done. What is the monitoring? Is that a
role for the Energy Conservation Officers in any way? What we
are doing in terms of fuel, are we considering at all using any of
the local biomass wood fuels as an alternative to oil as it be-
comes increasingly expensive? The other question I would like
some general comment on, as I know his commitment to local
hire is similar to mine, is whether we are going to be able, as an
aspect to vocational training, to take advantage of training
opportunities that will be presented in many of these projects
for people both in the smaller communities and in Whitehorse?

Hon. Mr. Pearson: Mr. Chairman, in respect to energy, we
have become very, very energy conscious. As a government, I
believe I pointed out in my speech, that we in fact have dedi-
cated twice as much money this year. I would wish that it could
be more, but we have in fact dedicated twice as much money
this year to energy conservation programs in the Territory,
than we did last year.

In addition to that, just because of costs, Mr. Chairman, we
find it necessary now, when we are putting together these
capital projects, to seek from the departments, from the
architects when these plans are drawn up, not only capital
costs for the construction of that building, or plant, or whatever
it might be, but also all end costs for the next two, three, five
years, so that we can get some sort of a picture of what our own

I do not think I heard any substantial
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end costs are.going to be. Also, we are specifying alternate
sources of energy, wherever it is possible.

In respect to local hire, I submit that we do have a good
record. We will be trying to make that record better, and also
we have in the Territory now, the Resource Corps, which is
part of this government. It is sponsored in part by this govern-
ment, and it is creating a fair amount of local employment
throughout the Territory on projects. Hopefully, we will be
able to add to it as well.

Mr. Penikett: I appreciate the Government Leader’s state-
ments, and his remark just now about the analysis of the O&M
costs of the capital projects being considered. I think that is
very sensible. I think we all realize that in this day and age it is
possible to be penny-wise on the capital costs, and then ulti-
mately pound foolish in terms of the O&M, given energy costs
being what they are.

Could I ask the Government Leader if he would elaborate.
slightly further. I know that there are new building standards
nationally, as regards energy conservation and insulation
standards, and so forth. Has this government adopted stan-
dards for its own projects over and above those that have been
suggested nationally, or has it been able to do the kind of
analysis he has suggested in such a way that they really can,
effectively on a project to project basis, weigh the probable
fuel costs over the next two years versus the potential saving
on the other hand by making a slightly cheaper building, or
slightly thinner walls, or using a slightly poorer quallty build-
ing material?

Hon. Mr.Pearson: The program is so popular we are some
four months behind at this point in time. Our alternative is to
hire more staff, and frankly we are looking very seriously at
that, because the program has caught on. People want to take
advantage of it and I think we would be remiss, Mr. Chairman,
in our responsibilities if we did not make that program avail-
able now to everyone who does want to take advantage of it.

Mr. Veale: Just a final question. Is the concept of actually
looking at building construction programs by -government
from an energy and conservation perspective something that
has been adopted for the first time now,or would that have, in
fact, been adopted previously and would it have been im-
plemented, for example, in the Ski Chalet:? -

Hon. Mr. Pearson: - I cannot answer specifically for the Ski
Chalet, Mr. Chairman, because that was a job really outside
this government. We supplied a fair amount of funding but it
was done by a different organization, entirely. But I do know,
Mr. Chairman, that energy conservation has been a factor in
the construction of at least the last three schools in Yukon
Territory. It is not something brand new;, it is something that
has been looked at in the past, and it is somethmg that we do try
to take into consideration.

Clause | agreed to.

Mr. Chairman: Irefer the Committee to Schedule A of the
Bill. I also would like to refer you to the green capital estimates
book, page 5. We will be considering the Education Depart-
ment and the amount of $7,000,509. You will find the breakdown
of that on page 5. We shall begin with the Miscellaneous School
Equipment. i

Mrs. McCall: . Mr. Chairman, I would just like to give a
brief rundown on the Department of Education. The Depart-
ment is trying to build up a stock of special education equip-
ment. On the Old Crow School Gymnasium, when we were in
Old Crow a couple of weeks ago, we were very pleased to see
this ongoing project and we are hoping it will be finished in the

. Spring. Carmacks School, ongoing. Pelly Crossing School, we

expect to start in the Spring. The Yukon Vocational and Tech-
nical Training Centre. The Honourable Mr. Veale, I think,
mentioned this afternoon, a lot about Yukon College. This, of
course, is the beginning of Yukon College. The Vocational Cen-
tre equipment, school ground improvement, which is an
ongoing continuing project all over the rural areas. The Faro
dormitory. I wanted to mention to Mr. Kimmerly a comment
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that he made on that. I could not agree more on the philosophy
of dormitories; whether they are a good thing or not, it is
something that we are trying to get away from and emphasiz-
ing private home care for students. The Faro question came up
when we were in Ross River, the Faro dormitory, and we were
asked for it at that time. Information I have had since then
makes me question it a certain amount so we are still investi-
gating this, but we were asked for it and the children did not
want to go to other communities where they could get Grade 11
and 12. It was asked for more as a temporary measure, so we
included it in the budget because it seemed to be necessary at
the time, but my officials are still talking with the people of
Ross River, or will be, in the near future.

Hon. Mr. Pearson: Mr. Chairman, it seems that govern-
ment never, never uses slightly poor quality building material
or slightly thinner walls to achieve anything, especially not
cost savings. In all frankness, I think I have to say that our
major concern in respect to capital construction is, in fact, the
capital cost. It is the dominant figure always. What we are
trying to do is introduce into those capital costs an element that
will tell us, realistically, what our own end cost is going to be,
but also, look at maybe paying a bit more in respect to capital
for an alternate source of energy because it might be desirable,
but these things have to be looked at on a very individualistic
basis. Our building standards are, in fact, the national building
standards as proposed for northern Canada and they are, as
far as I know, the only ones that we actually do adhere to.

Mr. Penikett: One last general question on this topic. I
would expect that given the unemployment rate that we have
had in Yukon that the Government Leader has had done a
fairly careful assessment of the number of construction jobs
that will be created out of these projects, some reasonable
estimate. I wonder if you could tell the House what that esti-
mate of construction jobs being created is, and, as well, if the
government has projected at all the kind of permanent new
jobs that may be created as a result of these expenditures.

Hon. Mr. Pearson: Mr. Chairman, I have not done any kind
of analysis like that all. This government does not have the
staff to do that kind of work at this time.

Mr. Veale: Just a general question for the Government
Leader regarding energy costs. The speech delivered this
afternoon indicated that there was a great deal of assessment
of energy costs for private enterprise, for businesses, com-
munity clubs, and so on. Does the government have a specific
plan in force that is being done for government, per se, and is it
being done by the same people who are doing the assessments
for private enterprise ? _

Hon. Mr. Pearson: Mr. Chairman, it is our intention that it
would be done by the same people. In other words, the same
people who are doing the energy survey for private enterprise
will be doing ours as well.

Mr. Veale: Is there any time frame on that, and is private
enterprise and community clubs and so on to receive priority
at this time, with the government to follow. Is that the priority?

Mr. Veale: Justasageneral comment, I thank the Minister
for pointing out that the Yukon Vocational Technical Training
Center is in fact the first phase of Yukon Campus. As a general
concept though, in the context of the split of the Department of
Education, which the Minister has indicated will not be taking
place, does this indicate though, that the concept of Yukon
College is not being pursued, because as an item in the Capital
Budget, it was quite clearly set out last year, as Yukon College,
and it was not set out as the Vocational Technical Training
Center. Has there been any shift in emphasis. I do not under-
stand the dropping of the concept of Yukon College.

Hon. Mrs. McCall: No, there has not really been a shift in
emphasis. Well, there is in a way, in that the government is
emphasizing vocational training, and this is the same way that
Yukon College was to take shape. The name is a matter of
semantics, but this is to identify that it is the trades and indust-
rial courses that will begin on the way to a Yukon College, but
this is the beginning of it, and this is what we are concerned
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with, for the time being

Mr. Byblow: Just in those general terms respecting the
area of vocational and trades training, Mr. Chairman, I think I
would like to point out that this has been one of the areas of the
greatest emphasis over the past couple or three years. In fact,
at the last School Committees Conference, the topic was de-
bated at length, and it was in the context of an extension to high
school programming, Mr. Chairman. It became very appa-
rent, upon analysis of enrollment figures, that we are losing
nearly fifty per cent, and I mean fifty per cent, in exact terms,
something like forty seven per cent of our students between
grades eight and twelve. Coupled with the notion that schools
are academically oriented, not to their discredit, but to the
detriment of developing vocational programming in ‘the
schools, programs that would coordinate through to the job
market, programs where a student in high school taking car-
pentry, would apply in a free vocational course in post secon-
dary education, and then in turn all of that would apply as
credit towards an apprenticeship program. .

This entire aspect of an emphasis, or a shift in the priority
treatment of education in the high schools is something that is a
public demand, something that we have been talking about in
this House over the last couple of years, on numerous occa-
sions, and I would certainly hope that the Minister, in her
assessment of capital expenditures, is taking this into account.

I would probably have expected to see special line items
introduced in the Capital Budget, which would improve the
high school facilities to accommodate that public demand, that
demand to look after those students who are somewhere get-
ting lost in the system between grades eight and twelve, neith-
er inclined to the academic orientation of the school, and at the
same time have no place in the system for what they want to do.

I.do note that this entire budget is about a million and a half
over last years and there are a number of specific items
throughout it that I would like to question, but on the subject of
the high school, vocational, and trades training concept, I
would like to hear some response from the Minister before Iget
into other details. .

Mrs. McCall: .Mr. Chairman, in the Department of Educa-
tion, we are emphasizing trades training, vocational training,
from a very young age on, and I definitely believe in an inte-
grated system of vocational training if this is what the Honour-
able Member is getting at. I am not sure what his question is
really, except that there is going to be a special study of the
integration and the flow of trades training, vocational training
from high school, or perhaps even sooner, on into the irddustrial
trades college concept, so that there will be a flow of that sort of
training if that answers your question.

Mr. Veale: I am somewhat skeptical, and perhaps the
Minister will forgive me for being so, but, the complete drop-
ping of the Yukon College concept from the Capital Budget has
me concerned, and I accept the answer given by the Minister
that, in fact, the Yukon College concept is proceeding and
nothing has changed. Could the Minister set out the objectives
of Yukon College in terms of; will there be an independent
board of directors and what people will be represented. Will
vocational people, will technical people, will academic people
be on this Board. When will the Board concept come in, or are
we going to have the Yukon Vocational and Technical Training
Centre proceeding on its own before the establishment of the
Yukon College, or Yukon campus, concept. . )

Mrs. McCall: Mr. Chairman, as far as a board is con-
cerned, we have not got to that stage yet but I am sure the
Honourable Member has read Towards a Yukon College, and
we will be following that same development plan, just about.
But the emphasis is the same. The Vocational and Technical
Training Centre was the beginning of that, and it will just
evolve the way it was going to evolve. Actually, Mr. Chairman,
we are starting at the middle. Do people want to start at the
beginning? - :

Mr. Chairman: The Chair believes that you are having
general discussion on the Department of Education. We will be
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going through various programs starting with Mlscellaneous
School Equipment in the amount of $136,000.

Mr. Kimmerly: | thank the Honourable Minister for her
comments in response to my earlier questions. However, they
raise other questions, and I would like to direct still further
questions around the decision to build-a school dormitory in
Faro for Ross River children and I have five questions around
that particular issue.

The questions are these. The Minister informs us that they
were asked in Ross River for a Faro dormitory and the ques-
tion I have is in what circumstances or by whom were they
asked, and specifically, was the school committee in Ross
River consulted, and was the school committee in Faro con-
sulted. Secondly, around that same issue, was the Ross River
Indian Band consulted, and, thirdly, was the question of the
Faro drug problem considered in reaching this decision to
build a Faro dormitory? I am referring to the ready access of
various illegal drugs in the existing dormitories or bunkhouses
in Faro - a problem which is well known in Faro and there are
parents in Ross River who will not allow their teenage children
to be in Faro for extended periods of time. The fourth question
is, was there a consideration of the racial overtones of this
decision, and this is an extremely sensitive issue of course, but
it must be met head on in that we all know that most of the
children in Ross River are of native origin and most of the
children in Faro are of non-native origin, and other experi-
ences in the Northwest Territories and the Yukon have in-
formed us about this general situation. There are obviously
problems to avoid. The fifth question is, in consideration of the
number of students in grade 11 and 12, we all know that there
are very few students in that category in native communities.
Was a consideration given for an increased proportion of na-
tive students in those grades in the future years? Those are five
questions, and they are on the specific question of the Faro
dormitory, but also on the general question of decision making
in this area I would ask a sixth question with a specific refer-
ence to Whitehorse.

There is a movement to obtain grade 11 and 12 in Christ the
King School, and the Whitehorse students in those grades are
now going to F.H. Collins. I have heard stories of overcrowd-
ing. They are in preferences stated by parents on the same
general question to that question being considered and espe-
cially with a reference to the line item about Christ the King
School.

Mr. Chairman: Is there any further general debate on the
Department of Education?

Mr. Byblow: .I do have one further general question. It
continues from my earlier comments respecting the greater
emphasis in introduction of vocational and trades training in
the high schools which should be co-ordinated through pre-
vocational into the apprenticeship program. The Minister re-
sponded by saying they are treating with priority the vocation-
al technical trades training area, both in the high schools and in
the vocational post secondary aspect. I would like to raise a
question on the latter. Can the Minister say that the trades
training programs being treated at the Vocational School have
a greater source of funding the last little while, or not, to permit
a greater degree of emphasis in the trades and vocational
training? .

Hon. Mrs. McCall: Mr. Chairman, an emphasis does not
necessarily mean more money. It means more emphasis, in
that you chose a vocational trades course over something else
because of demand. I can not say there is more money than
before, but there certainly is more emphasns, more courses,
more everything.

Mr. Veale: Just a final question. The concept of junior
secondary schools has come under some criticism in other
provinces and has been the subject of some debate in Yukon.
Does the Minister acknowledge that, and have they addressed
itinany way? Are they prepared to be flexible with that school,
if it is not being used as a junior secondary school?
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Mrs. McCall: Mr. Chairman, I assume the Member is
speaking of the projected Porter Creek School. Yes, indeed, we
have discussed the subject of junior secondary schools over
andover and over. It is a philosophical discussion. Some people
believe in it, some people believe in a different distribution. As
far as the actual school, by the time the question came up
seriously, whether it should not rather be a high school, the
plans were pretty well advanced. I attended a meeting last
Thursday night discussing it again. The Department is going to
look at it again. The school will go ahead probably as a junior
secondary, with provisions made to extend the grade structure

‘of the building, and it is a subject that we do not want to make a

mistake about. It is possible that it should still change. It is a
question of money, though, it will take a few million dollars
extra to make it into a senior high school.

Mr. Chairman: There being no further general debate 1
would like the Committee to consider these line items. We will
begin now with the Miscellaneous School Equipment on page
five in the amount of $136,000. Are there any questions?

Mr. Veale: There is nothing specific in the budget to indi-
cate what these expenditures are for. Would the Minister
advise if it will cover recreational equipment for the Selkirk
annex school. They specifically have run into some problems, I
understand, because of becoming independent. They do not
have the same opportunity to use the Selkirk Street gymna-
sium equipment, for example. Will there be expendltures for
that particular item?

Mrs. McCall: Mr. Chairman, I do not have a complete
breakdown of all this miscellaneous school equipment, nor the
schools, but I can tell the Honourable Member that, in general,
itincludes things like audio visual equipment, projectors, type-
writers, and that sort of thing. Mmor alterations are included
in that figure, as well.

Mr. Veale: Does that include the reconstruction of the
roof, then, for the Selkirk Annex School?

Hon. Mrs. McCall: Undoubtedly.

Mr. Veale: Was that a small item, this summer, when the
repair was done? What was the capital cost for the repair?

Hon. Mrs. McCall: Yes, Mr. Chairman, that would be an
O&M cost. ]

Mr. Byblow: Recognizing that there is an approxi-
mate $33,000 increase over last year’s expenditure, is there any
area towards which the majority of this increase is being ap-
plied within that Miscellaneous and Replacement Items??

Hon. Mrs, McCall: 1 would think, Mr. Chairman, that that
sort of equipment is very expensive equipment, audio visual
equipment, typewriters, that sort of thing.

Miscellaneous School Equipment agreed to.

On Special Education Equipment

Mr. Veale: When we are talking about special educatlon
equipment, are we talking about education for children with
learning disabilities, or are we talking about exceptional chil-
dren, or are we talking about a complete mix, and if so, what
specific items are we talking about in this $10,000?

Hon. Mrs. McCall: We are talking about children with spe-
cial needs of any kind, Mr. Chairman. Some of it is highly
specialized equipment. I presume the Honourable Member is
trying to distinguish between gifted children and children with
learning disabilities. An example of the special education
equipment that we have had is the phonic ear that was bought
last year. Special typewriters are another item, and special
audio visual equipment.

Hon. Mr. Byblow: Is the Minister saying that the primary
use of the funds under this item is for children with learnmg
disabilities, as opposed to gifted children?

Hon. Mrs. McCall: Yes, Mr. Chairman.

Special Education School Equzpment agreed to

On School Renovations

Hon. Mr. Byblow: ‘Recognizing the substantial increase
there, 1 expect the Minister can provnde us with some break-
down as to where the monies are being allocated and what the
purpose of the renovations are? '
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Mrs. McCall: These include an addition and renovations to
Christ the King High School.

Mr. Veale: I hope that is not all. Is that not including the
windows required for Jeckell?

Mrs. McCall: No, Mr. Chairman.

Mr. Kimmerly: Mr. Chairman, I am specifically in-
terested in the amount of money expended as a result of van-
dalism in the schools. This may come out of some Operating
and Maintenance expenditures, but this appears to be the most
appropriate place, under school renovations, and I would ask
the Minister, is any portion of the sum to be voted on a result of
the past vandalism, and does the Minister of Education know
the approximate cost of vandalism in the schools?

Mrs.McCall: No, Mr. Chairman, this does not include any-
thing towards the repairing of any of the vandalism, and I
really cannot give a figure on that. If the Honourable Member
would like to have that figure, I can get it for him.

Mr. Veale: Recognizing that the wording of the line item
refers to various schools, and the reference turns out to be only
one school, perhaps there is some improvement that could
eventually be made. I do want to raise one point, and I believe
the question was asked just moments ago of whether or not this
included installation of windows at Jeckell.I have heard con-
siderable concern expressed over the absence of windows in
that school and, concern to the extent that there may very well
be some phobia effect on the students and teachers. I notice
later in the budget that we are replacing some venetian blinds
at F.H. Collins. Has the Minister considered the matter of
windows at Jeckell, and has that been brought to her attention
as a specific item?

‘Mrs. McCall: Yes, Mr. Chairman, it has been brought to
my attention. That school was designed as an energy con-
servation project. It has not worked out that way. I think that
we consider it quite a problem, and it is under consideration at
the moment. There are estimates being requested for the cost.

Mr. Veale: Surely this has been an item under debate for
several years. Is the Minister now saying that the item of
windows for Jeckell Junior High School is not to be dealt with in
the Capital Budget that we are now discussing, but is some-
thing that is going to be put off for another year?

Mrs.McCall: Mr. Chairman, I did not say that it was going
to be put off for another year.

* Mr. Veale: Well, what is the Minister saying? Is it going to
be in thé Capital Budget for 1982-837? :

Mrs. McCall:  No, Mr. Chairman, it will be under special
consideration, pending the cost.

Mr. Kimmerly: .Is any portion of that expenditure for
‘Christ the King going to be made in contemplation of the addi-
tions of grade 1l and 12 at Christ the King?

‘Mrs. McCall: No, Mr. Chairman, not at this time.

Mrs. McGuire: There are provisions here for $1,150,000. As
a taxpayer, part of that money is mine, I am sure. I did not
really know that Christ the King School was supported by the
Territorial Government. In fact, I thought they were supported
through the Church, for reason that non-Catholic children are
not allowed to attend that school. Now, would you say those are
grounds for a case of discrimination? '

Mrs. McCall: Mr. Chairman, I would just like to say that I
think the Honourable Member has her information incorrect
there. Anyone is allowed to go to that school.

Hon. Mr. Pearson: Mr. Chairman, just for the edification
of the Honourable Member. The two Catholic schools, Christ
the King High and Christ the King Elementary, were built by
the Church in Whitehorse. They were run by the Church until
about 1960, and at that time there was an agreement entered
into between the Catholic Church and the Government of
Yukon. In that agreement, we, being the Government of
YuKon, inherited the schools and the responsibility for the
running of them, and we undertook to hire a given humber of
school teachers, each year, for those two schools, who would be
prepared to teach a certain amount of religious teaching, as
well, during the school day. That agreement is still in effect.
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They are, in effect, Catholic schools, but not exclusively Catho-
lic schools. And, likewise, it is not only Catholics who go to
Christ the King High and Christ the King Elementary, and not
all of the Catholics in Whitehorse go to those two schools either.
Their parents, some of them, choose to have them sent to
another school. The other part of the agreement was that we
would provide transportation to those schools for Catholic pa-
rents who wished their children to go to those schools.

Mr. Chairman:  Further discussion on school renovations
in the amount of $1,150,000. '

School Renovations agreed to

On Whitehorse Junior Secondary School

Mr. Chairman: We shall now go on to Whitehorse Junior
Secondary School, the amount of $2,400,000. The information is
found on page 6 of your capital estimates book. .

Mr. Byblow: I have one simple question and a longer
general one. Will this school have windows?

Hon. ML.E. McCall: Yes, Mr. Chairman.

Mr.Byblow: Ibreifly attended a meeting the other night at
which this school was discussed in terms of possibly extending
its capacity to grade 12, as the Minster just earlier commented
on. I would be curious to hear from the Minister what the
history of construction of this school is, in terms of the decision
making, to make it the school that it is, in fact, being con-
structed. If I am reading this correctly, it was originally in-
tended to be a Junior High School, and at this point in time, still
is intended to be. On the formula of a 6-3-3 configuration of
enrollment, I amnot sure I completely understood the need for
the meeting the other night . o -

Hon. M.E. McCall: Well, Mr. Chairman, the school was
planned three years ago, or two years ago, and at that time the
population of Whitehorse, and the flow of the organization of
classes seemed to call for a Junior High School. As you know,
that when I came into this portfolio, last February, by about
April there seemed to be rumblings that perhaps it should be a
High School. I can not tell you exactly why it should start then,
but it did. The meeting the other night was to consult .all the
members of School Committees from every school in
Whitehorse, because if we make this school a High School, we
do not want to empty F.H. Collins, so that was why everyone
was in on the dicussion. That was the reason for that meeting
and it was a fairly productive meeting.

Mr. Veale: Is the Whitehorse Junior Secondary School
going to be completed in this second year, and is it going to be
completed at the cost anticipated?

Hon. Mrs. McCall: .Mr. Chairman, as far as I know at this
ume, yes.

Mr. Byblow: I do not quite understand the fiscal amounts.

Hon. Mr. Pearson: Members must understand that we are
only half way through the 1981-82 capital estimate year, so we
can not possible tell you how much money is going to be spent in
1981-82. We just simply do not know that number yet. We will
not know it until March the 31st. We are dealing with money
that is going to start to be spent on April 1, 1982, so we are
dealing in the future. Now I would respectfully suggest that
this should have read a three year program. It is not a two year
program, but a three year program. )

Mr.Byblow: Asaresult of this Junior High, that will retain
F.H. Collins as a Senior Secondary ad infinitum, and Christ the
King, the two grade 12’s. Is that correct? If so, when is Christ
the King going to undertake the 11 and 12 extention? Following
the expansion that is discussed under renovations earlier for
those various schools, which one is it? , )

Hon.M.E.McCall: No, Mr. Chairman. Christ the King will
remain the same. .

Hon. Mr. Pearson: The Honourable Member seems to be in
some doubt. There are two Senior High Schools in Whitehorse.
One is F.H. Collins the other is Christ the King High.

- Mr. Byblow: To further refine that, one goes to grade 10
and one to grade 12. Is that correct?

Hon. Mrs. McCall: Mr. Chairman, Christ the King High
School goes to grade 10.
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Junior Secondary School agreed to

On Old Crow School Gymnasium

Mr. Chairman: We will now go on to Old Crow School Gym-
nasium, renovations in the amount of $70,000.

Mr. Veale: Mr. Chairman, when this item was originally
introduced, it was estimated to cost $1,700,000. The cost has
now escalated to $1,803,000. What, specifically, has resulted in
the increase of $100,000?

Hon. Mrs. McCall: Well Mr. Chairman, increased general
cost, that is all.

Mr. Veale: Increased general costs. Are we talking about

labour costs or are we talking about equipment costs, material
costs?

Hon. Mrs. McCall:
cost more.

Mr. Chairman: Are there further discussions on the Old
Crow Gymnasium?

Mr. Veale: When will the completion time be? If it is going
to be next fall, there will be another increase in cost as well,
will there not?

Hon. Mrs. McCall: Mr. Chairman, if anything, it is being
finished ahead of time, spring, at the very latest, and possibly
sooner.

Old Crow School Gymnasium agreed to

On Carmacks School Renovations

Carmacks School Renovations agreed to

On Pelly Crossing School

Pelly Crossing School agreed to

On Yukon Vocational Technical Training Centre

Mr. Chairman: We shall now consider the Yukon Voca-
tional Technical Training Centre in the amount of $1,000,000.

Mr.Byblow: Icanreduce my questionstotwo simple ones.
What was the $200,000, budgeted for the last budget year, spent
on, and what is the $1,000,000 of this budget going to do?

Mrs. McCall: The money spent so far has been spent on
architect’s fees and some site development.

Mr. Byblow: That would indicate what a portion of the
$200,000 is being spent on in this year. What is going to happen
to the $1,000,000? To what extent are you developing the pro-
ject? For $1,000,000 you can go along way. What are you doing?

Mrs. McCali: I am afraid that the Honourable Member is
quite wrong. Just the architect’s fees and site development will
take all of that.

Mr. Veale: If I understand it correctly there has been
$200,000 originally set out to be for programing and planning,
but I gather that has gone into architect’s fees instead, and I
assume then that the $1,000,000 is going to be spent on some-
thing more than architect’s fees. Is that correct? It is going to
be spent on some actual facility, and if that is the case, the total
project, multi-year project is estimated to cost $25 million.
How is that going to be spent and what are we allocating for
future years? When is the project going to be complete?

Mrs. McCall: I have to emphasize that this amount of
money is for architect’s fees and some site development, no
structure. If the Honourable Member would like to see the
project, and the way that it is planned, he will be welcome to. It
will take a long time to explain it at this moment.

Mr.Veale: Iam sure it is not that difficult to put into words,
and for a couple of minutes explain how it is going to proceed.
What we are doing then is spending $1,200,000 on architect’s
fees and site work. When will the construction, the sod turning,
begin, because, it appears tomethat we will not be into any-
thing for many years.

Mrs. McCall: I think the plan calls for about four or five
million dollars to be spent each year. I think the beginning of
the actual construction is about 1983, and that has changed
back and forth a little, but that is approximately that. This
figure includes some pre-engineering. ,

Mr. Veale: Will the board of directors for Yukon Campus or
Yukon College be in place at that time, or are we now just
talking about a new addition to the Vocational Training
Centre?

I do not know of anything that does not
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Mrs. McCall: .1 do not think that there will be any chance
that there will be a board of governors in place at'that time. I
think at that point in time the beginnings of the moving of the
Vocational Trades and Training will be first. It does not, right
at that moment, become Yukon Campus or Yukon College, but
when it does, that is when a board of governors would come into
effect.

Mr.Veale: This raisesthe precise concern that was brought
up in Question Period on Thursday, and that is, if there is no
concept of Yukon College to begin, initially, from day one, then
the focus does become vocational and technical training, and
that raises the concern that the Education Department is going
to be split, as was rumoured. I am not clear on why the Minister
would not be putting the concept of the Yukon College in at day
one, and then proceed from there so that we have a college
concept which includes academic and the vocational and tech-
nical side.

Mrs. McCall: Mr. Chairman, perhaps the Honourable
Member will remember that in the plan towards the Yukon
College this was the way it was to be. It is no different from the
way that it was. The overall concept is that of Yukon College.
That is the long term plan. That is not the short term. The short
term was todo it through moving the vocational and training to
this campus, but the overall concept is still Yukon College,
beginning this way. It has not changed.

Mr. Veale: Can the Minister then assure us that there is not
going to be a split, and I am asking the question again to
make sure that is for the moment quite clear that we are in fact
not going to see a manpower and labour department come in,
and say that there is no academic side to this at all, but this is
strictly vocational and technical, and we should take over the
administration of that. '

Is the administration of this concept, from start to finish,
going to be in the Department of Education? .

Ms. McCall: Yes, this concept is in the Department of
Education.

Hon. Mr. Pearson: I want to remind Honourable Mem-
bers opposite that these projects of a million dollars or more.
the new ones, are here subject to Treasury Board approval.
In other words, that we are going to be voting this money
now, and then we are going to have to go through an
exercise of trying to talk the Treasury Board into approving,
specifically, each of these projects that are in excess of a
million dollars. Certainly this one, Yukon Vocational and Tech-
nical Training Centre, with an end cost estimated to be $25
million is one that we have to put to the federal government for
their approval. Please keep in mind that with all of the new
projects, there are four or five in this budget that are brand
new, we have to go to Treasury Board to get approval.

Mr. Veale: I thank the Government Leader for that state-
ment but can we assume that the entire concept of Yukon
College has in fact been approved in general principal by
Treasury Board after all these years, so that there is some
understanding of the costs of $25 million that are going to be
projected over the lifetime of the project?

Hon.Mr.Pearson: NoMr.Chairman it is very dangerousto
make assumptions when you are dealing with Treasury Board.
And that is an assumption that no one should make.

Mr. Veale: Surely the Government Leader can assure us
that the concept of Yukon College, as it is such an important
aspect of post secondary education, which is federaly funded,
has been put to Treasury Board by his government, so that they
know what the $25 million expenditures over a period of time
will be, so that they can plan as well, and not just the Yukon
government. .

Hon. Mr. Pearson: Mr. Chairman if the Honourable mem-
ber is looking for assurance of that, I want him to take particu-
lar note of the line item in this budget.

Yukon Vocational and Technical Training Centre agreed to

Mr. Chairman: At this time, I would like to call a short
recess.

Recess
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Mr. Chairman: [ will call Committee of the Whole to Order.

On Vocational Centre Equipment

Mr. Chairman: At this time,we will proceed with the Voca-
tional Centre equipment, in the amount of $166,000.

Mr. Byblow: I recognize, there again, we are substantially
increasing the budget from last year, and of course, my ques-
tion would be, where is the emphasis of expenditure for that
$80,000 increase.

Hon. Mrs. McCall: Mr. Chairman, the increase includes
equipment like micro-computers, word-processors, and in-
dustrial equipment upgrading, all of which is very expensnve

Mr. Byblow: Yes, it certainly is.

I wonder if the Minister can respond with regard to some of
the equipment in the Vocational School, in terms of its use and
non-use. I understand that right now there is, for example no
welding course being offered, and I also understand that it is
due to, at this particular moment, a lack of demand. Now is it
customary for equipment to remain dormant in the Vocational
School? Does it ever get farmed out? Is a capital inventory left
on the shelf when not in use?

Hon. Mrs. McCall: Mr. Chairman, we have had welding
courses in rural areas, so the equipment has been farmed out.
If there is not a course at this moment in welding, it is perhaps
because it is not in demand, but I know if the question is, are
courses held in other places, yes, they are.

Vocational School Equipment agreed to

Om School Ground Improvement

Mr. Chairman: We shall now consider the $100,000 under
School Ground Improvement.

Mr. Byblow: Can the Minister confirm whether or not thlS
is anongoing program? It is into its approximate fourth or fifth
year now, and as a rule, has the appropriation of $100,000 each
year been expended?

Mrs. McCall: Yes, Mr. Chairman, it is the continuation ot an
ongoing project and the expenditures are used, as far as I
know, every year.

Mr. Byblow: . Veryobvious. Where is this $100,000 going for
next year. :
Mrs. McCall: Mr. Chairman, I do not have a list of the

schools with' me but it is all the rural areas.

Mr.Veale: Canthe Minister indicate that that item, the fact
that it is going to be spent for grounds work at various schools.
has been discussed with school committees and the school
‘committees have identified that as a priority as ‘'opposed to
getting some additional equipment for inside the school. '

Mrs. McCall: Mr, Chairman, school ground improvement,
Ibelieve, it is discussed with school committees. It is merely a
matter of grading the playgrounds and things like that as well.
" Mr. Veale: The Minister will recall that there has been
some debate of the improvements as done in the City of
Whitehorse to some schools and people have raised this con-
cern. I just want to be assured that the Minister has, in fact,
actually consulted with the school committees in the various
rural communities and does have the approval of the school
committees for this item.

Mre. McCall: Mr. Chairman, as far as I know- thls is a
demand from the school committees to improve the grounds.

Mr. Byblow:  Justonthat subject, I know for a fact that the
school committee in my community has repeatedly empha-
sized the need for school grounds upgrading and they have
indicated two areas of concern: one, in terms of landscaping,
and another, in terms of equipment and so, therefore, my
question would logically be is any of these monies directed
towards the acquisition of capital items such as playground
equipment. .

Mrs. McCall: Mr. Chairman, I do not believe so, not for
equipment. It is really for improvement of the grounds.

Mr. Byblow: What is the policy of government by which
they let out these contracts in the various areas of the Yukon
whereby these upgraded landscapes are done to territorial
grounds.

Hon. Mr. Pearson: Mr. Chairman, the policy, if the Hon-
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ourable Member is looking for policy. I guess really it is a
general consensus that the grounds are in poor shape, in not a
nice looking condition, and they should be upgraded, then we
follow the normal tendering procedures usually, call for ten-
ders, specify what work has to be done and have the work done
that way.

Mr. Byblow: Does the Minister have the information at her
fingertips, of whether or not the school grounds in my com-
munity are going to be upgraded? This, of course, has been an
ongoing appeal over the years and we have been sort of steadi-
ly expanding and never improving the grounds.

Mrs. McCall: Mr. Chairman, as I said, I do not have a list
of the rural schools, but I can get that information.

School Ground Improvement agreed to

On Placement of Venetian Blinds

Mr. Chairman: We shall now consider the placement of
venetian blinds in the amount of $25,000.

Placement of Venetian Blinds agreed to

On Faro Dormitory

Mr. Chairman: We will now consider the Faro Dormitory,
in the amount of $100,000. .

Mrs. McCall: Mr. Chairman, I will answer Mr. Kimmer-
ly’s questions at this time. I cannot remember your questions,
but I got the answers down as we went along. We were told in
Ross River that that the students wanted it. That was the
beginning of it. The School Committee is meeting in Ross River
with the officials of my department in order to discuss it furth-
er. This is not written in stone, but we were asked for it, and we
thought that there was need for it. We thought that if we did not
put it into this budget and there was a need for it we would not
be able to go ahead with it, so it is something that is still under
discussion. We have not had discussions with the school com-
mittee in Faro. The request came, in the first place, as I recall,
from members of the Band. I cannot give you names; but it was
definitely fromm band members in Ross River. That is where the
request came from, so we considered it a legitimate request.
They had their own reasons for asking for it. The drug problem
inFaro, I am assured, is not in the school. I am assured that by
a ‘member of the school committee, by the Chairman of the
school committee, so, as I am well aware of the drug problem
in Faro in general, I am assured that the problem is not in the
school. Mr. Chairman, Mr: Kimmerly asked about racial over-
tones. It is a sensitive issue. I think that the one reason for
asking for the dormitory was that perhaps some of the students
felt that it was a little bit of a protected atmosphere to be
together. I do not know, really, it is a sensitive issue, and it is
anybody’s guess just why. The last question referred to the
question of grades 1l and 12 in Ross River. I do not have the
number of students with me, in grades 1l and 12 in Ross River,
but it was thought that of the grades that we could put in in Ross
River, the students would benefit more by going to Faro, or to
another community. But, if they went to Faro, they could go
home on weekends, but if they went to another community,
they would be just that much further away.

Mr. Fleming: I am new over here as you know, so I do not
know the all the particulars of this situation in Ross River, but I
am going to compliment the Minister in having it as a line item
here, and I am also going to say that as it is not written in blood,
it is going to be in Faro, and it is going to be a good idea.
Possnbly you may find some opposition to it in certain areas in
Ross River, and‘in other areas, of course, you will find that it is
probably just exactly what some people want. However, this is
almost like the time the government put grades 1l and 12 in
Teslin. Before they are in place, everybody wants them, but
when you are going to do something, there are half of them who
do not want it. This might be the same thing. However, I would
like to commend the Minister again for having it here, and
having it loose enough so that they can either upgrade the
school or they could have the dormitory, whichever the people
wish. I will be checking into it myself to find out what I can
about how many want what in Faro.

Mr. Penikett: Just let me compliment the Member for
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Campbell on his maiden speech as a Conservative Member,
and say that he is doing a fine jobthere. If he keeps it up, he will
find himself in the Cabinet in no time. It is just the kind of
speech they like to hear in the Cabinet. Let me ask the Minister
one brief question about the Faro dormitory, because I am not
from the area and I do not have the same interest in the ques-
tion as other Members do. I can well understand the lure of the
big city of Faro to the students of Ross River, but what are the
real options to the Minister. Is adding to the grade structure in
the Ross River School a real option? Is the accommodation in
private homes a viable option in Faro? Are there willing fami-
lies for the students interested in that option? Or, when the
Minister mentions other communities, what other communi-
ties, other than Whitehorse? Has it really been considered that
Ross River students might be interested in Faro?

Mrs. McCall:
exactly as the Honourable Member mentioned. There is the
possibility of boarding with families in Faro. I do not know that
it is a very viable alternate. I believe that it is not that likely.

They can come to Whitehorse. There is the possibility, of

course, of adding grade Il and 12 in Ross River. That is an
expensive proposition, because Faro is only 35 miles away, or
they could come to Whitehorse, or they could go to any other
community that has grades 1l and 12.

Mr. Penikett: When is the Minster’s decision point on this
question? When must she reach a conclusion?

Hon. M.E. McCall: .As I mentioned my officials are meet-
ing the in near future, I think next week, with the School Com-
mittee in Faro, and I imagine there will be a decision soon after
that.

Mrs. McGuire: As the Minister has informed me that the
dorm for Haines Junction has been scrapped, I was wondering
if the Minister could tell me what happened to the $150,000 that
was ear marked for this project?

Hon. Mrs. McCall: Mr. Chairman, the idea has been put in
abeyance, really, it has not been entirely scrapped, but when
we investigated the number of students who would take advan-
tage in having a dormitory in Haines Junction, there were
literally none, although we were asked for it. But when we went
to sign on the dotted line, there just were not that many stu-
dents, or there were not any students. There had been quite a
hue and cry for a dormitory, so we left the item in abeyance. It
is still possible, if suddenly students emerge, and you never
know. We were told that some students who might have come
down decided to stay with relatives, although they may get set
up with relatives and want to be in a dorm. Who knows?

Mrs. McGuire: Soit may be quite some time, like a yearor
so, awaiting for that dorm. What method of notification is used
on cancellations of announced projects, because there are con-
tractors who are still awaiting this contract to be let?

Hon. M.E. McCall: .Well, I suppose, just about now. We
have put in abeyance, so the contractors should be informed of
that. I do not know when, possibly by next fall, the whole idea

might be resurrected again.

Mr.Byblow: Ithink we have heard afair amount of discus-
sion, and I gather that the Minister will be examining this
particular item closely to ensure that it is prudently decided as
to what does happen. Just for the Minister’s information, I did
contact a past School Committee Chairman and the present
one in Faro, and they were not aware of this particular line
item and did advise me that they were not consulted and would
have appreciated that. However, I want to address another bit
of an issue, and thisrelates back to our earlier debates respect-
ing the entire Capital Budget. Mr. Chairman, if you would
allow me some latitude, The dorm concept is being introduced
into Faro, which effectively eliminates the High School con-
cept in Ross River. We have the upgrading of the highway
betweenRoss and Faro. We have some substantially improved
facilities coming on stream in Faro, and all through this we are
contemplating a development north of Faro and Ross, specifi-
cally the MacMillan Pass area. I am wondering if this govern-
ment has framed its position yet, with respect to how that

‘Mr. Chairman, the options are just about-
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development will grow, in terms of those satellite communities
that will be the feeder communities to that development. A
small item, such as the dormitory, does have some impact
when you start evaluating those factors to reach a decision as
to whether or not you are going to put a road here and a bridge
there, and upgrade the infrastructure here, and try to improve
the total framework of a community to serve another area. So,
with that consideration, I would like to hear some response.

Hon. Mrs. McCall: As far as the MacMillan Pass area'is
concerned, I think planning is not advanced enough to narrow
it down to a reference to a dormitory in Faro, but perhaps the
Minister for Economic Development could enlarge upon.the
MacMillan Pass development. I do not know if you want to'do
that in the middle of the Department of Education’s Budget.or
not.

Hon. Mr. Lang: Mr. Chairman, the point is very clear.
There is a number of students from Ross River who are going
to high school in Whitehorse. The point that we are trying to
make is that we would like to get them closer to their home
community, within the economic limitations of the govern-
ment. With respect to the MacMillan Pass, and-the develop-
ment up there, the dormitory is not a major factor in respect to
what is going to take place out there. I disagree with the Mem-
ber across the way that if he figures that this is the tip of the
iceberg, that is not correct at all. There are a number of things
that have to be done as far as the further planning that is going
on in that area, and there have to be some major decisions
made in respect to development itself, whether or not it is going
ahead. Everything is in the preparatory stage, and I think that
the Member opposite has put too much weight on the dormitory
inFaro. I am sure that if we ever got to the point where we were
going to be in a position to extend the grades in Ross River to
include high school, and the number of students warrant it, I
am sure that the Member opposite would be more than happy
to purchase it for staff for his hotel.

Mr. Veale: Has the Minister actually investigated and had
cost estimates, and done a cost study, on the differance be-
tween putting the dormitory in Faro as opposed to having a bus
system, which would avoid the whole dormitory concept com-
pletly.

Hon. Mrs. McCall: Yes, Mr. Chairman, the bus system
was the most unpopular idea of all, with the people of Ross
River. o

Mr. Byblow: I should have risen on a point of order with
respect to the Minister’s last comments. Under no condition
would I consider any conflict of interest in anyCapitalBudget of
the territory. The same principles by which I am here, at this
front bench, would encourage that to become public housing.

Hon. Mr. Lang: If the Honourable Member feels that we
will sell it at less than cost, that is not the question at all.

Mr. Veale: The Minister has indicated that the concept of
busing was the most unpopular. With whom? Was that the
School Committee, or was it a meeting she had with the people
in the community? From whom was she getting that signal?

.Hon. Mrs. McCall: The Band in Ross River., Mr.
Chairman.

Faro Dormitory agreed to }

On F.H. Collins School Industrial Arts and Home Economzcs
Replacement -

Mr. Chairman: We shall now consider the F.H. Collins
School Industrial Arts and Home Economics Replacement m
the amount of $42,000.

Hon. Mr. Byblow: Yes, I think we may have goné through
this in previous budget debates, but I just want a clarification.
We have had several, at least two or three, items in this par-
ticular education budget, where we are allocating funding for
replacement of equipment. What are you doing with the old
equipment?

Hon. Mrs. McCall: Mr. Chairman. all the property of the
government that is nolonger in use goes to the Board of Survey.
I know that all furniture does, so I imagine that outdated equip-
ment does the same. :
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Mr. Veale: Mr. Chairman, along with the consent of the
Members who asked this question, the Minister did not really
indicate what the cost of busing would be as opposed to the cost
of construction of the dormitory.

Hon. Mrs. McCall: Yes. No. Mr. Chairman, we have not
considered the cost of busing in that case, when it was such an
unpopular idea.

F.H. Collins Industrial Arts and Home Economics Equip-
ment Replacement agreed to

On the Faro Elementary School

Mr. Chairman: We shall now consider the Faro
Elementary School, in the amount of $100.000.

Hon. Mr. Byblow: [shall be very pleasant Mr. Chairman. I
think I made my point this afternoon in one of my deliveries
respecting the critical situation in educational facilities, and
from my previous discussions with the Minister, and her Depu-
ty Minister, I know that they are aware of how critical the
situation is, and I know that they are very aware of the 150
student increase in the last sixteen or seventeen months. I
know that they know that facilities are going to have to be
extradited far beyond what a feasibility would call for. simply
because of the lead time required in construction. Could I get
from the Minister some reassurance that a special effort will
be made to secure additional financing, even if it is another
separate item. advanced to the Treasury Board. similar to
what the community went through in the first allocation of the
expansion in 1979, to address the very critical situation that is
coming upon the community? )

Ms. McCall: Mr. Chairman I will say it again, the Depart-
ment is hyper-aware of the situation in Faro and is prepared to
take immediate action as soon as it is warranted. If anyone
says that Mr. Byblow does not look after his constituents, I will
defend him to the death. '

Mr. Byblow: I only pursue this because the answer was a
bit vague. Can the Minister indicate how she is prepared to
expedite the educational needs. beyond the what a feasibility
would call for, in the next year ?

Ms. McCall: Mr. Chairman this amount was put in to show
that we are well aware of the situation. The engineering and
planning is in the works, and I can not say exactly how the
department will go about it, but we will be looking after the
situation, I can assure him of that. I cannot assure him of any
more.

Faro Elementary School agreed to

On Department of Consumer and Corporate Affairs

Mr. Chairman: I refer you to the next item of business.
which would be the Department of Consumer and Corporate
Affairs, page 11 in your green book.

Hon. Mr. Tracev: Mr. Chairman you can see this is a giant
sized Capital Budget for the Department of Consumer and
Corporate Affairs. It is to provide funds for purchase of miscel-
laneous equipment for the installation of a computer terminal
that is going in to Consumer and Corporate Affairs, and a
couple of other small little items that I can not recall right now.
The biggest expenditure, the $2,000, is to change the front coun-
ter so that we can put the computer terminal in there and
supply the equipment that is needed.

Mr. Byblow: Inthe Miscellaneous and Sundry Equipment,
to install this computer equipment, can the Minister assure me
that it is not in any way going to be contributing towards the
purchasing of a ski-doo to install it?

Hon. Mr. Tracey: Mr. Chairman I thought maybe I would
convert that to a motorbike and I would give it to the Honour-
able Member over there to check all that is going on in his
constituency.

Mr. Veale: Perhaps the Minister could just explain this. Is
the computer equipment to go in to facilitate bringing the
Personal Property Security Ordinance on stream, and. if that
is the case, what is the projected date for that to be on stream.
As a general point, I am somewhat confused by departmental
objective which talks about researching and monitoring the
needs of Yukon residents to promote the development of an
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equitable and stable marketplace, and what that has to do with
this computer?

Hon. Mr. Tracey: Mr. Chairman, the departmental objec-
tive and the computer are two different things. The depart-
ment is there for numerous functions. In regards to the compu-
ter, we are hopeful to have it on stream by June 1982. To handle
the Personal Properties Security Ordinance will be one of the
major purposes.

Mr. Veale: Could the Minister explain what delayed the
implementation of it this fall, because my understanding was
the original objective was to bring the ordinance into fruition
this fall. What was the problem?

Hon. Mr. Tracey: The problem is the backlog of work. The
computer people cannot keep up with the amount of work that
we have to do in the computer services part of the function of
government services.

Mr. Penikett: I assume that somehow the computer equip-
ment referred to in Government Services and this $2.000 is
somehow connected. I am not quite sure of the difference. The
Minister referred to, something about chopping and changing
some counter. Just so that I can understand, the terminal
which is being proposed, and the changes to the counter to
accomodate this terminal, are directly connected with the Con-
sumer and Corporate Affairs functions, as opposed to the pre-
sumably more varied functions of the computer as a whole. Is
that correct?

Hon. Mr. Tracey: That is correct Mr. Chairman.

Department of Consumer and Corporate Affairs agreed to

Mr. Hanson: .Mr. Chairman, I move that progress be re-
ported on Bill 70 and that we be asked to sit again.

Mr. Chairman: It has been moved by the Honourable Mr.
Hanson, that the Chairman do now report Bill 70, First
Appropriate Ordinance 1982-83, and beg leave to sit again.

Motion agreed to.

Mr. Hanson: I move that Mr. Speaker do now resume the
Chair.

Mr. Chairman: .It hasbeen moved by Mr. Hanson, that Mr.
Speaker do not resume the Chair.

Motion agreed to.

.Mr. Speaker: I will now call the House to Order. May we
have a report from the Chairman of Committees.

Mr. Chairmian: Yes, Mr. Speaker. The Committee of the
Whole has considered Bill 70, First Appropriation Ordinance.
1982-83, and directed me to report progress on same and beg
leave to sit again.

Mr. Speaker: You have heard the report of the Chairman of
Committees. Are you agreed?

Agreed

Mr. Speaker:
sure?

Hon. Mr. Hanson: Mr. Speaker, I move. seconded by the
Honourable Member for Campbell, that we do now adjourn.

Mr. Speaker: It has been moved by the Honourable Mem-
ber for Mayo, seconded by the Honourable Member for Camp-
bell, that we do now adjourn.

Motion Agreed to

So ordered. May I have your further plea-

The House adjourned at 9:20 p.m.

The following Bills were introduced and given first reading
Monday, November 16, 1981

Bill No. 104

An Ordinance to Amend the Elections Ordinance.
Bill No. 105

An Ordinance to Amend the Liquor Ordinance.

The following Sessional Paper was tabled Monday,
November 16, 1981: .

81-4-25
Yukon Public Service Staff Relations Board Eleventh
Annual Report, 1980-81






