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Whitehorse, Yukon  
Wednesday, December 13, 2006 -- 1:00 p.m. 
 
Speaker:   I will now call the House to order. We will 

proceed at this time with prayers. 
In place of our normal prayer, I would ask all members to 

bow their heads and say a silent prayer for our colleague, Mr. 
Hardy, who, as we all know, is fighting a hard fight. This is our 
last day of sitting so we will take a moment, please. 

Prayers 

DAILY ROUTINE  
Speaker:   We will proceed at this time with the Order 

Paper. 
Are there any tributes? 

TRIBUTES  
In recognition of Judge Heino Lilles 

Hon. Ms. Horne:   I rise today to pay tribute to recently 
retired Yukon Territorial Court Judge Heino Lilles. Judge 
Lilles came to the Yukon to sit on the bench in 1987, after a 
distinguished career as a football player and later a law profes-
sor at Queen's University.  

During his 15 years as a Queen's professor, he was in-
volved in work surrounding the Young Offenders Act and ex-
plaining it to the profession. His connection with Queen's con-
tinues to this day, and he is currently a member of the univer-
sity's board of trustees. 

During his time on the bench, he earned a well-deserved 
reputation as an innovator in the Yukon court system. He de-
voted much of his career on the bench to restorative justice. 
Restorative justice repairs the harm the offenders cause by 
making them take responsibility for their transgressions. It also 
allows victims an opportunity to be heard. 

I had the pleasure of working with Judge Lilles during my 
time as a community justice of the peace. He was instrumental 
in establishing the Peacemaker Court in Teslin. It is a diver-
sionary court based on Tlingit traditions. Judge Lilles has been 
a strong proponent of circle sentencing and has studied restora-
tive justice in New Zealand. He has written many papers on 
this important approach to criminal justice.  

Judge Lilles took a leading role in establishing the Domes-
tic Violence Treatment Option Court, or DVTO Court. 

This court is a ground-breaking alternative to mainstream 
courts in addressing the issue of domestic violence and has 
served as a model for similar courts across Canada and around 
the world. 

In 2005, a presentation on the DVTO Court was made to 
the ministers of justice meeting in Whitehorse as an example of 
best practices that strengthen the criminal justice system's re-
sponse to spousal abuse. Then federal Minister of Justice Irwin 
Cotler described the DVTO Court as one of Canada's crown 
jewels. Judge Lilles was presented with the meritorious service 
medal, civil division, in 2005 by Governor General Adrienne 
Clarkson for his work on the DVTO Court. The civil division 
recognizes individuals who have performed an exceptional 

deed or activity that has brought honour to their community or 
to Canada.  

Judge Lilles continued his interest in youth justice while 
on the bench and was an integral part of the team that prepared 
for the implementation of the Youth Criminal Justice Act. He 
also served twice as Chief Judge of the Territorial Court and 
was the President of the Canadian Association of Provincial 
Court Judges in 2004-05, presiding over a highly successful 
conference of provincial court judges in Whitehorse in 2004. 

I'm sure that many others will join me in saying that it is 
not only Judge Lilles' professional expertise but his warm and 
engaging personality that will be sorely missed by the countless 
people in the justice system who have had the good fortune to 
work with him over the years. His humility, wisdom and ac-
countability guided many of the innovations that make us 
proud of our justice system here in the Yukon, as did his ability 
to treat all who came before him with respect and dignity and 
compassion. 

I wish to congratulate Judge Lilles on his retirement, and 
on behalf of the entire Yukon to thank him for his outstanding 
dedication and contribution to the Yukon justice system. 

We will sorely miss him. 
Thank you. 
Applause 
 
Mr. McRobb:   It was agreed at this morning's House 

leaders' meeting that this tribute would be read on behalf of all 
parties in this Legislature. I would just point out that this was a 
formality that was missed. 

We, too, wish to pay tribute to Judge Lilles. I am sure that 
members of the third party wish to as well. 

 
Mr. Cardiff:   Yes, on behalf of the third party, we 

would like to send our best wishes and good tidings to Judge 
Lilles on his retirement. Happy trails to him. I am sure he will 
do well at whatever he chooses to do in his retirement. 

 
Speaker:   Are there any further tributes?  
Introduction of visitors. 

INTRODUCTION OF VISITORS 
Hon. Ms. Horne:   Mr. Speaker, I would like the mem-

bers of this Assembly to join me in acknowledging Judge John 
Faulkner, who was here to hear the tribute to Heino Lilles, and 
also Renee Jansen and Tom Ullyett. Welcome.  

Applause 
 
Speaker:   Are there any other introductions of visitors? 

TABLING RETURNS AND DOCUMENTS 
 Speaker:   Under returns and documents for tabling, 

the Chair has for tabling the annual report of the Human Rights 
Commission for the year ending March 31, 2006.  

Are there any further returns or documents for tabling? 
 
Hon. Ms. Taylor:    Mr. Speaker, I have for tabling the 

annual report of the Yukon Arts Centre for 2005-06. 
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I also have for tabling the annual report of the Yukon Ad-
visory Council on Women's Issues for 2005-06.  

 
Hon. Mr. Cathers:   I have for tabling the statement of 

revenue and expenditures, health care and insurance programs, 
health services branch, Department of Health and Social Ser-
vices. 
 

Hon. Ms. Horne:   I have for tabling the correctional 
redevelopment strategic plan. 
 

Hon. Mr. Kenyon:   I have for tabling today the annual 
report for the Yukon Liquor Corporation, from April 1, 2005, 
to March 31, 2006. 

 
Speaker:   Are there any further documents for tabling?  
Are there any reports of committees?  
Are there any petitions? 
Are there any bills to be introduced? 
Are there any notices of motion? 

NOTICES OF MOTION 
Hon. Mr. Fentie:   I give notice of the following mo-

tion: 
THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon to work 

collaboratively with the Government of Canada, the Govern-
ment of the Northwest Territories, the Porcupine Caribou Man-
agement Board, all affected First Nations in Yukon and the 
Northwest Territories, and stakeholders, to develop a Porcupine 
caribou herd harvest management strategy that ensures, to the 
greatest extent possible, the conservation and protection of the 
Porcupine caribou herd. 

 
Hon. Mr. Cathers:   I give notice of the following mo-

tion: 
THAT the honourable members Hon. Brad Cathers, Hon. 

Elaine Taylor, Steve Nordick, Don Inverarity and John Edzerza 
be appointed to the Standing Committee on Appointments to 
Major Government Boards and Committees, established pursu-
ant to Standing Order 45. 

 
Mr. Cardiff:   I give notice of the following motion: 
THAT this House urges the minister responsible for the 

Yukon Liquor Corporation to direct the corporation to enforce 
the Liquor Act and regulations in full, in the interests of pro-
tecting the safety of the public. 

 
I give notice of the following motion: 
THAT this House urges the minister responsible for the 

Yukon Workers' Compensation Health and Safety Board to 
take immediate action on the submission entitled "Moving 
Forward Together", which was developed jointly by stake-
holders to address 88 issues identified in the Workers' Compen-
sation Act review; and 

THAT this House urges the minister to involve all stake-
holders in drafting amendments to the Worker's Compensation 
Act. 

 

Speaker:   Are there any further notices of motion? 
Is there a ministerial statement? 
This then brings us to Question Period. 

QUESTION PERIOD 
Question re:    Social assistance rates 

Mr. Mitchell:    One of the themes the Yukon Party 
campaigned on was "Re-elect us so there can be continuity." 
We can avoid the first few months where a new government 
and new ministers have to get up to speed on issues. Yukoners 
who believe that line are obviously disappointed two months 
into the new mandate. 

This so-called new government has spent the last 12 days 
backing away from commitments and pleading for more time 
to study things that have been studied to death over the last four 
years. Let's look at social assistance rates, for example. They 
have not been increased in the Yukon since 1991. We are ask-
ing people to get by on as little as $390 a month for rent and 
$159 a month for food. These rates can be increased by the 
stroke of a pen. It is not something that requires a great deal of 
study. 

Will the Premier dip into the $85-million surplus to in-
crease social assistance rates? 

Hon. Mr. Cathers:   I have to remind the leader of the 
official opposition about the social assistance rates. First of all, 
by naming only a few of the categories of payments under so-
cial assistance, the member is not accurately reflecting the 
scope of the payments to social assistance clients. There are 
other components -- for example, the portion of the program 
that is provided to assist with utilities and heating. Most rents 
under social assistance are in fact inclusive of shelter and heat 
and utilities, which brings the total to about $790, all told, pro-
vided for that purpose.  

I also must remind members of this House that the director 
level within the branch has the ability to provide emergency 
payments if the need exists for the purpose of ensuring that at 
no time does anyone go without the necessary food, clothing or 
shelter.  

We are reviewing the rates, as we committed, but we are 
going to do due diligence. Unlike members opposite, we will 
not simply pull numbers out of the air and make decisions 
without doing the proper research. 

Mr. Mitchell:    During the election campaign, the 
Yukon Party promised to increase social assistance rates. 
Speaking of the fact that there is emergency funding available 
requires people to make their case that they need extra funding.  

This is something that could have happened the first day or 
the first week the government took office but it has not. The 
government is sitting on an $85-million surplus thanks to mas-
sive transfers of money from the Government of Canada, yet 
there was no money for social assistance increases in the sup-
plementary budget. This is a problem the government knew 
about long before the election and they had plenty of time to 
get increases into this fall's supplementary budget. They have 
failed to do so. 

Why does this government need more time to study the is-
sue? Is it not obvious that rates need to go up now?  
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Hon. Mr. Cathers:   There is a lot more to this issue 
than just the rates, which the leader of the official opposition is 
failing to recognize. As we committed in the election, we are 
reviewing social assistance rates with an eye to two areas -- 
particularly to reduce disincentives and impediments to helping 
people move away from social assistance and into the labour 
force. That will include working with others, such as the De-
partment of Education and Yukon College, in assisting with 
areas such as skills training to help people who may not be able 
to access the labour force due to a lack of training get the train-
ing they need. We are also going to review areas such as the 
childcare funding that we provide to ensure that people are not 
prevented from entering the labour force due to the inability to 
pay for childcare while they take a job. 

Again I have to stress to members opposite that we do 
have the ability right now through social assistance, if rates are 
not adequate to meet the need, to provide emergency funding. I 
state and stress again that we are reviewing the rates. We want 
to ensure that the base funding adequately addresses the need 
and that there is not, at any time, a regular need to dip into 
emergency funding, because it is intended for emergency pur-
poses. But the needs are being met and we will ensure that they 
continue to be met. 

Mr. Mitchell:    Yukoners had high expectations of this 
government when the fall sitting began. Surely the fall budget 
could have contained some new funding for the base rates in 
order to deliver on promises that were made during the cam-
paign. One of the obvious ones was an increase in social assis-
tance rates. I am sure that the Department of Health and Social 
Services has the paperwork ready to go. It is simply a matter of 
the Minister of Health and Social Services being willing to sign 
off on increases. Will the minister get this done before the 
Christmas break? Will he do this to help Yukon families at this 
time of year? 

 Hon. Mr. Cathers:   It is very difficult for me to an-
swer the leader of the official opposition without sounding 
somewhat condescending in reply.  

The member is simply failing to grasp the ramifications 
that are in here. There are many areas that have to be reviewed. 
They have been reviewed in the past within the standard con-
text of the programming. Right now, we are doing a more in-
depth review. We are committed to ensuring the adequacy of 
the base rates, and we are also committed to helping people on 
social assistance move into the labour force. We want to ensure 
that there are no structural disincentives that make it difficult 
for them to transition into full-time employment. We believe 
that most people on social assistance do genuinely want to 
move into the labour force, unless they are there for some rea-
son such as long-term disability that will require them to be 
there on a long-term basis. We want to ensure that in either 
case, their short-term and long-term needs are being met. We 
are committed to doing so.  

We are doing the work but, unlike the members opposite, 
we don't just pull numbers out of the air and make decisions 
without the necessary forethought. This is a very important 
area. We will focus on it in the appropriate manner, and we will 
do so expeditiously. 

Question re:  Trap exchange 
 Mr. Elias:   I have a question for the Minister of Envi-

ronment. In 1997, Canada, Russia and the European Union 
committed to an agreement on international humane trapping 
standards. This agreement sets out trap performance require-
ments for 19 wild animal species that are trapped for various 
reasons in those countries. Twelve of these species are trapped 
in Canada and nine in the Yukon.  

It is very important to the industry that the Yukon imple-
ment the new trapping standards through trapping regulations 
by October 1, 2007. The European Union, who buys Yukon 
fur, may not buy Yukon fur if we are not up to the agreed-upon 
standards. Does the minister have any program that will permit 
trappers to exchange their existing traps? 

Hon. Mr. Fentie:   We always, as a government and as 
a jurisdiction, maintain the standard up to the arrangements that 
we reach nationally or even internationally. 

This is an important area for Yukon considering the long 
history of trapping in the territory and the cultural connections 
to this particular industry. The department works very closely 
with the association, First Nations and others, and of course the 
department will be ensuring that we live up to the standards 
that we are setting. Whether that be an exchange of traps or by 
other means, we will continue to promote and support Yukon's 
trapping industry.  

Mr. Elias:   The fur trade in Canada contributes ap-
proximately $800 million to the Canadian gross domestic prod-
uct; nearly $300 million comes from fur garment sales, $25 
million from wild-fur sales, $78 million from ranch-fur sales 
and the balance comes from supporting industries. In fact it is 
recognized that on the same area of land over a 100-year time 
period the value of fur production is higher than the forestry 
value. In the Yukon it is worth over $1 million per year. 

I am a trapper myself and I know that many trappers are 
out there on the land right now as we speak. They are aware of 
the impending regulation change and are in their trapping cab-
ins or tents listening to their short-wave radios, working with 
their fur and wondering if their public government will mini-
mize the effect this regulation will have on their industry and 
their lifestyles. 

In light of the importance of this industry to the Yukon, 
will the minister commit to supporting our trappers and fund 
the required trap exchange? 

Hon. Mr. Fentie:   As I said in my first response, that 
may be an option and, of course, we will not limit it to that 
option. I'm sure there are many other ways to assist the trap-
ping industry. I want the member opposite and the trapping 
industry to know that it's no small wonder why we have ear-
marked the trapping industry as a strategic industry for Yukon. 
I think that clearly demonstrates the priority this government 
places on the trapping industry today and long into the future. 

Question re:  Education reform 
Mr. Cardiff:   I also have a question for the Premier. 

Until a day or two ago, people who wanted to get information 
about the education reform project and the process were ad-
vised to contact the education reform team directly. Apparently 
that has now changed. Now they are told they have to go 
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through the Cabinet communication gurus who work for the 
Premier. 

Why is the Premier's office now the choke point for infor-
mation about the education reform process? 

Hon. Mr. Rouble:   Education reform is one of the 
items we campaigned on and one we made a strong commit-
ment to. It's important that we reform our education system in 
order to best meet the needs of all Yukoners. This morning I, 
with the chair of the Yukon Chiefs Committee on Education, 
held a press conference with all media in attendance in order to 
update Yukoners on where the project is. 

We wanted to provide the information right from the top of 
the process. Between the partners involved and the partners 
giving direction, the press conference was given and we pro-
vided additional information to Yukoners on where the process 
is at. 

Mr. Cardiff:   Well, the Premier doesn't want to answer 
the question, even though he is controlling the process. 

The Minister of Education just told us that he held a news 
conference. It was only a couple of hours ago. As I understand 
it, this was the basic message: the process is behind schedule 
and it may even be off the rails. The government is desperately 
trying to squeeze the genie back into the bottle because the 
Premier's people don't like some of the ideas that are being 
floated in these papers. At a recent meeting of school councils 
that I attended, a key member of the education reform team 
stated very clearly that the hold-up involves three position pa-
pers that were presented to the minister several months ago. 
The most contentious paper seems to be a paper concerning 
governance.  

Will the Premier tell us why he and his advisors aren't will-
ing to consider the shared governance proposals that are con-
tained in those position papers? 

Hon. Mr. Rouble:   I can't state the importance of this 
project enough to the member opposite. Education reform is a 
key project for this government. It is at the top of my desk.  

I have met with the education reform group. The chair of 
the Chiefs Committee on Education and I were involved with 
the media this morning. We put before them exactly where we 
are at on this project. We are finalizing the pre-consultative 
plan. We are getting the consultative package ready to go out to 
the community so we can provide an opportunity to engage 
Yukoners and so they can provide their feedback and informa-
tion, which is incredibly important to this process.  

We have also said that we expect this to conclude by the 
fall of 2007. We want to get on with the action of implement-
ing these reforms. We want to bring this very important process 
to a timely closure and address the needs of Yukon communi-
ties. 

Mr. Cardiff:   Well, I am sure the Premier is happy that 
the minister is working on this issue. It sounds to me that they 
are not willing to give the public the information now, because 
they have to vet it first.  

Surely it is time to move beyond that kind of paternalism 
that has caused so much harm to the education system for 
many, many decades now. Isn't that what self-government 
agreements are about? 

The previous Liberal government messed up the Education 
Act review by making it political. It seems that the Premier and 
the minister haven't learned the lessons of history very well. 
According to today's news conference, the process is now shift-
ing, as the minister said, from pre-consultation to full consulta-
tion, after Cabinet vets the information. As part of that consul-
tation, will the Premier at least allow Yukon people to see the 
position paper on governance as it currently exists and let them 
draw their own conclusions about its merits? 

Hon. Mr. Fentie:   This is an interesting question, when 
you consider the countless times that the members opposite 
berate the government side for not consulting. When the minis-
ter responsible for this process is now taking the next step that 
we are obligated to take -- that is capital "C" consultation for 
educational reform -- the members have a problem with that 
also. 

I want to quickly move to the issue of governance. If the 
third party's position with respect to the issue of governance is 
devolving public jurisdictions or diluting public jurisdiction, 
that is their position, not the government's position. Our posi-
tion on governance on all of the discussion papers is to go to 
the public with them. Our view, when it comes to governance, 
is to ensure that communities, citizens and parents in those 
communities are more involved in the decisions in our educa-
tion system. That is a fundamental element of educational re-
form. The only thing off track here is the information pipeline 
to the third party. 

Question re: Education reform 
Mr. Cardiff:   I have a follow-up question for the Pre-

mier, seeing as he is on his feet. 
The Yukon's Education Act was created in 1990 and was 

considered throughout Canada a model piece of legislation, and 
it is called "partners in education" for a reason. The govern-
ment of that day truly believed in the principle of partnership as 
a foundation of that act. I notice that the Premier just handed 
the ball back to the minister yet, under the current government, 
it is obvious that some partners are more equal than others. 

Will the Premier tell us why he and his colleagues are op-
posed to the idea of sharing governance in education?  

Hon. Mr. Rouble:   Mr. Speaker, as Minister of Educa-
tion I am extremely proud of our relationship with our partners 
in education. We held a joint conference -- a press conference -
- this morning with the chair of the Chiefs Committee on Edu-
cation. We are committed to making the changes necessary to 
the education system in order to provide the best education 
system possible for all Yukoners. 

We are committed to working with our partners in educa-
tion and the stakeholders. Those include First Nations; those 
include the teachers association; those include the school coun-
cils; those include the school committees; those include the 
French language school board. 

We are going out to do the consultation and give Yukoners 
an opportunity to provide their input into this incredibly impor-
tant process. 

Mr. Cardiff:   All of the foot dragging on this whole 
process of modernizing our education system is astounding. 
The government wants to vet the information that is provided 
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to the public on the consultation. Kids who weren't even born 
when the Education Act was created are now in their senior 
years of high school. In the same time period, the majority of 
Yukon First Nations have been able to finalize their land claims 
and self-government agreements with the federal and territorial 
governments. Yet the Yukon government can't even complete a 
mandatory 10-year review of this one piece of legislation. 

What is the Premier's fall-back position if and when the 
education reform process falls apart once and for all, because 
that is exactly what seems to be happening? 

Hon. Mr. Rouble:   What is the third party's position on 
this? Is it their position that the act is broken and needs to be 
fixed, or is it that there are good opportunities for involvement 
in the act? 

We have a very good Education Act that allows for public 
input with school committees, school councils and school 
boards. We have opportunities for involvement with our other 
partners, involving curriculum committees and programming 
committees. With the First Nation programs and partnership 
unit, we have additional opportunities to work with our partners 
in education to ensure we have the best system possible. 

We've given direction to the education reform team to con-
clude this process, this part of education reform, by the fall of 
2007 so that, if necessary, we can make the legislative changes 
to the Education Act in order to serve the needs of all Yukon-
ers. 

Mr. Cardiff:   There are lots of opportunities to partici-
pate and have input if you let them do it and give them all the 
information -- not the information you vet. I'm going to be 
blunt with the Premier: First Nations have the legal right to 
take control of their children's education. The Government of 
Yukon signed the agreements that make that the law. Not only 
can they draw down that authority, but several of them have 
announced they intend to do so because they're fed up with 
trying to deal with this government. 

What we're witnessing is not just a dispute over educa-
tional philosophy; it's the first real test of self-government 
agreements. The bottom line is this: this government is failing 
the test by acting as if self-government agreements don't mean 
what they say. 

Will the Premier make a commitment right now to honour 
the letter and the spirit of those agreements by treating self-
governing First Nations as equal partners in education, not as 
junior partners who need to be kept in line? 

Hon. Mr. Fentie:   That's a very interesting conclusion 
that the third party has drawn on the education reform process. 
I would challenge the member opposite: when the Education 
Act review was created, were there co-chairs with First Nations 
in leading the process?  

The member opposite asserts that the government is vet-
ting things. Again, that is not the case, Mr. Speaker. What is 
going on here is the principals -- the minister responsible for 
the department and his colleague in this process, who is the 
dedicated person for the Yukon First Nations -- are the lead in 
the process. That is the partnership. It is called government to 
government.  

With respect to the self-government agreements, we will 
live up to our obligations. If a formal request is made, Canada, 
Yukon and the requesting First Nation will have to sit down 
and negotiate a PSTA, or program service transfer. That is our 
obligation. Education reform is about the public system. Re-
forms in the public system are not just for First Nations but for 
all Yukoners. It is to ensure that our education system meets 
Yukoners' needs today and in the future. 

Question re:  Addictions counselling 
Mr. Fairclough:   I have a question for the Minister of 

Education. In keeping with the government's goal of zero toler-
ance for drugs in the Yukon, I would think that there would be 
a significant educational component to that in our public 
schools. Can the minister tell the House about any new initia-
tives that have been or soon will be implemented in our schools 
in keeping with that initiative? 

Hon. Mr. Rouble:   Our government is firmly commit-
ted to the substance abuse action plan. Not only does it involve 
the Department of Education, it includes Justice, Health and 
Social Services and virtually every department in our govern-
ment.  

There are numerous programs in our educational system -- 
the DARE program, the PARTY program, and other aspects of 
different curricula from virtually grade 1 through to grade 12 
that deal with prevention of substance abuse.  

Mr. Fairclough:   I hear nothing new. I'm especially 
concerned with the counselling component. As young people 
face an often formidable force of peer pressure, they need 
someone to turn to and often students become users and need 
help dealing with addictions. They need someone knowledge-
able, trustworthy and accessible. Few of our Yukon schools 
have that type of resource at their disposal.  

I would like to ask the minister if he could tell us what the 
status of alcohol and drug counselling that is available to our 
students is currently. He listed one, so far. 

Hon. Mr. Rouble:   One of the recent initiatives that the 
Yukon government is working on now is a partnership with the 
Porter Creek Secondary School Council.  

The school council came forward with an idea for an inno-
vative project in their school, one that received attention in 
debate in our Assembly. That was the issue of having a dog-in-
the-school program. The government has funded that program 
and we are working with our partner in education, the Porter 
Creek Secondary School Council, and that is going to put 
someone in the school who is knowledgeable, trustworthy and 
accessible.  

Mr. Fairclough:   Some jurisdictions have a number of 
highly trained drug and alcohol counsellors. The Yukon has 
none. These men and women have trained specifically in the 
areas of substance abuse in young people. They travel on a 
circuit, visiting one or two schools every day on a five-day 
cycle. These programs have been quite successful and, in fact, 
if they save one child from the grip of addiction, then I feel it's 
money well spent. I'm talking about counselling in the schools 
with trained professionals. 
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Will the minister give the House his undertaking to look 
into such a program and report back to this House during the 
spring sitting -- will he do that? 

Hon. Mr. Rouble:   Yes. It sounds like an interesting 
idea, one that's worthy of looking into. Prevention is one of the 
key elements in the substance abuse action plan. Taking a look 
at what we can do in our schools to prevent this is an important 
initiative. 

I'm not going to make this decision here on the floor; in 
fact, I'm not going to make it just with my Cabinet colleagues. 
I'm going to make it with the involvement of the community, 
with the school councils and with our other partners in educa-
tion. 

We'll take a look at the member's idea and see if there's 
merit in it. 

Question re:  Government commitments 
Mr. Mitchell:    As Yukoners reflect back on the 12 

days of Christmas that was this legislative session, many of 
them are disappointed in the performance of government. Ex-
pectations were quite high when this Chamber reconvened on 
November 23. The Yukon Party campaigned on a theme of 
continuity, declaring that things would get done quickly, be-
cause there would be no need to break in a new government. 
That was supposed to mean quick action on several items that 
have been discussed for many months, like an increase to social 
assistance rates and a cash infusion to our childcare system. It 
should have meant quick action on funding to start the building 
of a new correctional facility and real progress on multi-level 
care facilities in Watson Lake and Dawson. 

Why is this government not capable of following through 
on these commitments, things they promised to do without de-
lay?  

Hon. Mr. Cathers:   We are moving forward on these 
things. The member doesn't want to hear the answers that we 
are providing. Work is ongoing on this. Social assistance rates 
are being reviewed. The ability exists currently through emer-
gency provisions to address anything outside of the base fund-
ing if the base funding is in any way, shape or form inadequate. 
It is being dealt with.  

With aspects such as childcare, again it was clear during 
the election campaign that we and the NDP had very much the 
same approach in dealing with this problem. Due diligence has 
to be done first. In our last term, we gave an unprecedented 40-
percent increase through a direct operating grant but we stated 
then and reiterated in the campaign that it would require two 
terms to deal with this because of inaction by previous Liberal 
and NDP governments, which did nothing to address this prob-
lem.  

With regard to multi-level care facilities, again, we are 
moving forward on these. Currently in Watson Lake, the pro-
ject there -- planning underway in Dawson City. The work is 
being done. It will be completed. It will be completed as expe-
ditiously as possible, but we are going to do it right. 

Mr. Mitchell:    Mr. Speaker, the Yukon Party said, 
"Re-elect us so there will be no delays and no time lost while 
new ministers find their offices." Yet the most common answer 
we have heard from ministers -- and we just heard it again -- is 

that this is under review and that is being studied. These are the 
standard answers for the new jail, education reform, the climate 
change action plan, Hamilton Boulevard, a new school in Cop-
per Ridge, new residential lots, land use planning, the future of 
the electrical rates stabilization fund, and legislative reform. 
The list goes on and on. Yukoners expected much more from 
this government. When is this government going to quit navel-
gazing and implement some of the promises that they made to 
voters? 

Hon. Mr. Fentie:   First, Mr. Speaker, the aforemen-
tioned list of items is not what Yukoners said at all -- it's what 
the member opposite said. Yukoners said they wanted stability; 
they wanted continuity and they wanted progress on the vision 
and the plan that the Yukon Party government had laid out 
from 2002 until the recent election of October 10. Guess what, 
Mr. Speaker, they re-elected a Yukon Party government -- case 
closed. 

Mr. Mitchell:    Mr. Speaker, this session has been like 
most sessions under the Yukon Party government: empty of 
legislation. After four years in office the government has failed 
to move on any major legislative commitment beyond the 
drawing boards.  

The Yukon Workers' Compensation Act is not done; the 
Children's Act is not done; new animal protection legislation is 
incomplete; the new Access to Information and Protection of 
Privacy Act is incomplete; the new Liquor Act is nowhere to be 
seen; whistle-blower legislation continues to flounder under 
this government. 

Again, Yukoners believed the Yukon Party line that things 
would get done without delay. This clearly is not the case when 
it comes to legislation. It is a sure bet that we will not see any 
of these pieces of legislation until at least a year from now -- so 
much for action right out of the gate. The horse is staggering 
around in circles. 

Why has the Premier failed to deliver on any of these long-
promised legislative initiatives? 

Hon. Mr. Fentie:   Well, Merry Christmas to the leader 
of the official opposition also, and genuinely from the govern-
ment side.  

I am astounded at the member's assertions here, Mr. 
Speaker, so I will quickly move to an answer. To his sugges-
tion that this sitting has not been productive in legislation, I ask 
the members opposite: what do income tax breaks for all Yuk-
oners say to the member? What do corporate tax breaks say to 
the member when our business community will have more dis-
posable income to invest into and stimulate our private sector 
growth? What does the member say to $32 million of afford-
able housing? What does the member say about getting tough 
on crime by enhancing our enforcement capacity through 
SCAN and, indeed, the recent announcement by the Minister of 
Justice of an eight-member street crime unit for the first time in 
this territory's history? What does the member say about the 
long list of projects investing in training and capacity building 
for all Yukoners through the northern strategy? 

I think that the stumbling horse is the official opposition.  
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Speaker:   The time for Question Period has mercifully 
elapsed and we will proceed with Orders of the Day. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY 
Hon. Mr. Cathers:   I move that the Speaker do now 

leave the Chair and that the House resolve into Committee of 
the Whole. 

Speaker:   It has been moved by the government House 
leader that the Speaker do now leave the Chair and that the 
House resolve into Committee of the Whole.  

Motion agreed to 
 
Speaker leaves the Chair 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 
Chair:   Order please. Committee of the Whole will 

now come to order. The matter before the Committee is Bill 
No. 3, Second Appropriation Act, 2006-07, Vote 3, Department 
of Education. 

Do members wish to take a brief recess before we begin? 
Some Hon. Members:   Agreed.  
Chair:   Committee of the Whole will recess for 15 

minutes. 
 
Recess 
 
Chair:   I will now call Committee of the Whole to or-

der. 

Bill No. 3 -- Second Appropriation Act, 2006-07 -- 
continued 

Chair:   The matter before the Committee is Bill No. 3, 
Second Appropriation Act, 2006-07. We are on Vote 3, De-
partment of Education. 

 
Department of Education 
Hon. Mr. Rouble:   Mr. Chair, it is my honour and 

pleasure to rise today as Minister of Education to speak to the 
supplementary budget. I would just like to begin by saying that 
I am honoured to be here. I would like to thank my constituents 
in the beautiful Southern Lakes for once again voicing their 
confidence in me and electing me to represent them. Also I 
would like to thank our Premier, who had the faith and confi-
dence in me to put me in this position. I will do my best to live 
up to the faith that he and my constituents have in me. 

In my brief tenure as Minister of Education, I have been 
very encouraged by the dedication, commitment and involve-
ment of the people I have met from the staff of the Department 
of Education, the teachers in our schools and the other profes-
sionals involved in providing education to Yukoners. I have 
been very impressed by their commitment and their profession-
alism. 

Also, Mr. Chair, I have been very encouraged and am very 
optimistic after meeting with many of the stakeholders -- from 
the Chiefs Committee on Education to meeting with the Asso-
ciation of School Councils, to a group of school administrators. 
All have really encouraged me with their energy, their enthusi-
asm and their interest in education. 

Education has been a long-time passion of mine. As I have 
discussed in this Assembly before, my mother was a teacher, 
other relatives of mine have been teachers and I, indeed, have 
been involved in the teaching profession. I am very optimistic 
and very encouraged about this new role before me and I 
pledge to do my best to ensure that we have the best education 
system to meet all the needs of Yukoners and Yukon communi-
ties. 

With that, Mr. Chair, it gives me great pleasure to intro-
duce the 2006-07 supplementary budget for the Department of 
Education.  

I did miss one group, Mr. Chair, and that is the department 
staff. I have a couple of officials with me today. Their efforts 
and energy in getting me up to speed on many of these issues is 
greatly appreciated, and I thank them very much for their hard 
work and their enthusiasm and their energy in helping me to 
learn all the information they have shared with me so far.  

This government worked very hard for Yukoners during 
the last mandate in order to fulfill our commitments to educa-
tion and lifelong learning. We plan on continuing that good 
work during the next five years. I believe the supplementary 
budget continues to build on the government's good work in 
developing and delivering a quality education system. 

Yukon's population is diverse and so our budgets and sup-
plementary budgets need to reflect that diversity. Because we 
are committed to developing meaningful relationships with 
First Nations, how we operate our education system must re-
flect this commitment. By working together, I believe the edu-
cation system, from kindergarten to post-secondary, can con-
tinue to evolve and meet the needs of all Yukoners. 

The Department of Education is committed to being re-
sponsive to the needs of students and of Yukon communities. 
Our operation and maintenance supplementary budget for Edu-
cation in 2006-07 is almost $2.9 million. This overall increase 
for the Department of Education is made up of the following: 
$168,000 is recommended to revote in order to complete the 
education reform project. The project, which is well underway, 
experienced some start-up delays while recruiting committee 
members. 

This government and other governments are committed to 
providing the best possible education system for all Yukoners, 
including First Nation people, and that's why we will continue 
our commitment to education reform. Working in partnership 
with CYFN, the Department of Education launched the educa-
tion reform process of Yukon's education system last summer. 
This was an important step in increasing First Nation students' 
success and the capacity of First Nation communities for gen-
erations to come. 

$771,000 is requested to fill the Department of Education's 
new collective agreement with the Yukon Teachers Associa-
tion. This agreement was signed in June 2006 for a three-year 
period from July 1, 2006, to June 30, 2009. These funds are for 
salary increases of $753,000 from July 1, 2006, to March 31, 
2007, and $18,000 for the cost of first aid courses. 

The 2007-08 funding will be included in the Department of 
Education's 2007-08 O&M budget.  
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The Department of Education believes that our teachers 
are one of the foundational pillars that support education in the 
territory. That is why we are committed to working with the 
Yukon Teachers Association to ensure that the collective 
agreement meets the needs of its members.  

As I mentioned earlier today in Question Period, the ca-
nines for safer schools program, which represents a new initia-
tive that the Porter Creek Secondary School Council and the 
Department of Education is looking into as part of the Yukon 
substance abuse action plan. We are asking that $79,000 be 
allocated from the Executive Council Office's Yukon substance 
abuse action plan to explore this pilot project. This is a very 
innovative project. It was debated in our Assembly. I believe 
we all supported that it be explored and there was unanimous 
support for it. It is a very interesting project and one that will 
provide a professional in the school. Part of that role will be as 
a resource and it is important to have someone in the school 
that people can turn to and have an open dialogue with regard-
ing drug and substance abuse issues. 

It is through initiatives like these and working with our 
school councils, our staff, students and parents as well as other 
government departments such as Health and Social Services, 
Justice, Community Services, and the Youth Directorate that 
we are working to make it easier for young people to make 
more positive, drug-free choices in their lives.  

I am also pleased to announce that through negotiations 
with the Council of Ministers of Education, Canada -- CMEC -
- and the federal Ministry of Canadian Heritage, the Yukon 
government has secured funding to expand late French immer-
sion to grade 8. This is an important step in increasing French 
language programming available to Yukoners and it will en-
hance our existing late French immersion program at École 
Whitehorse Elementary School. With late French immersion 
expanding to grade 8 at F.H. Collins, students who begin their 
studies at the elementary level can now transition seamlessly 
into secondary French language education. 

In terms of advanced education spending allocations for 
this year's supplementary operation and maintenance budget, 
the Department of Education is asking for approximately $1.7 
million. Of these funds, approximately $1.2 million is re-
quested to cover the Yukon College pension shortfall, which 
was identified this past spring. The latest actuarial report is 
expected to reduce this amount for future years. The solvency 
deficit payment of $645,000 is expected to be paid over 10 
years.  

The Department of Education is supporting Yukon College 
on this matter because we believe they provide exceptional 
post-secondary education and training to Yukoners throughout 
the territory. Yukon College reaches into the communities to 
help people get the training they need to access local economic 
opportunities. Whether it's apprenticeship training, university 
transfer courses or basic adult literacy skills, Yukon College is 
good at doing what it does and we want to support that work. 

I have had an opportunity to meet with the Yukon College 
Board of Governors and have some introductory discussions 
with them, and I look forward to working with them in the fu-

ture to ensure that they play a very important role in Yukon's 
educational responsibilities.  

Mr. Chair, as a result of negotiations with the Canadian 
government, we are pleased to announce that the Department of 
Education can provide even more funding for apprenticeship 
training in the territory. $200,000 in additional funding, all of 
which is 100-percent recoverable, has been approved by Ser-
vice Canada for costs incurred in providing training to appren-
tices and employment insurance clients. We are all aware of the 
skilled trades shortage, and the situation has the potential for 
becoming more extreme as the existing skilled workforce ap-
proaches retirement. 

Mr. Chair, there are currently 327 people enrolled in the 
Yukon's apprenticeship programs, which are administered by 
the Department of Education. This is an 11.6-percent increase 
from the 293 people who were enrolled this time last year, and 
it's 30 percent higher than just a few years ago. Mr. Chair, the 
Yukon government and federal government support is key to 
helping avert a skilled trades shortage. 

The Department of Education is asking that $77,000 be re-
allocated from the Executive Council Office's Yukon substance 
abuse action plan fund to provide funding for a one-year Jour-
ney Far carver program. This Journey Far carver program will 
play a very important role in identifying and providing support 
to Yukon people who wish to kick the drug and alcohol habit 
and have the basic skills and a real desire to develop their carv-
ing repertoire. The program will be operated by Sundog Retreat 
at their Mayo Road location. It will provide business planning, 
marketing and life-skills training for selected carvers. Mr. 
Chair, there is currently an exhibit going on at the Qwanlin 
Mall right now with the Journey Far carver program. If mem-
bers haven't had the opportunity to go in and visit it, I would 
certainly encourage them to do so. It's an excellent example of 
a good program that not only has the great goal of helping to 
reduce substance abuse but it also does so in a very culturally 
sensitive manner. 

Under the capital budget in 2006-07, this government rec-
ommended the allocation of funds to support several large-
scale projects, which we began during our mandate. This sup-
plementary budget further supports some of these large-scale 
capital projects, but we're also concerned with providing for 
smaller improvements and equipment for schools. 

The capital portion of the supplementary budget for 2006-
07 is $4.8 million and includes a lot of exciting projects. This 
includes a revote of $1.3 million requested by the Department 
of Education to complete construction of the new school in 
Carmacks. We are requesting this revote because the building 
project did not proceed as quickly as anticipated and is now 
expected to be completed early in the new year. I feel very con-
fident the new school will suit everyone's needs and education 
aspirations. Of the total building cost, $60,000 is cost recover-
able under the federal government's Canadian building incen-
tive program for energy efficient design.  

In the communities, the Department of Education is re-
questing $360,000 for repairs to the Ross River school founda-
tion renovations. This project was originally intended to up-
grade the insulation on the perimeter crawlspace walls and con-
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struct a roof canopy at the main entrance. Further investigation 
recommends that additional thermosyphon loops be installed 
around the perimeter of the school.  

At Chief Zzeh Gittlit School in Old Crow, we plan to 
complete the installation of a storage garage; at the Robert Ser-
vice School in Dawson, we need to complete the installation of 
playground equipment. For these two projects we are request-
ing a revote of $41,000. 

At Del Van Gorder School, we need to redirect $440,000 
to cover the cost of repairing the school roof when it leaked in 
March 2006. This project was completed over the summer. 
Funds for this project and the Ross River school foundation 
repairs were redirected from the Vanier Catholic Secondary 
School ground-source heat pump project. The Vanier project is 
now on hold due to the fact this project is not as feasible as was 
previously thought. The estimated cost of the project has in-
creased from $400,000 to over $1.1 million. We are asking for 
a revote of $10,000 to cover the cost of designing the Vanier 
Catholic Secondary School project. 

A revote of $1.3 million is required to complete the cafete-
ria expansion and renovations at the Porter Creek Secondary 
School. This new space, which was completed at the end of 
August 2006, provides the school with much-needed space and 
instructional areas. Also for Porter Creek Secondary School, 
there is a revote of $33,000 required to complete the emer-
gency lighting project, which was delayed due to construction 
and renovation work in the cafeteria.  

Further revotes are required to cover the costs of smaller 
school-based projects in Whitehorse and the communities. 
There is $113,000 requested as a revote so that a number of 
schools can complete their school-based projects. These pro-
jects include things like playground upgrades, renovations to 
administration areas, the purchase of bookcases and special 
supplies for school projects. $84,000 is required to complete 
the design of the F.H. Collins industrial arts wing, Golden Horn 
Elementary School's ventilation upgrade and Vanier Catholic 
Secondary School's computer lab ventilation system. 

$133,000 is required to complete a number of smaller pro-
jects that begin in 2005-06. These projects include the design 
and installation of bleacher replacements at Porter Creek Sec-
ondary, completion of a boiler replacement at the Teslin school 
and minor projects in various schools. 

As part of what we budget for under instructional pro-
grams at the Department of Education, we are asking for a 
$30,000 revote for all schools to complete projects initiated by 
school councils and staff not completed by fiscal year-end, 
which differs from the end of the school year. These projects 
include such things as purchasing much-needed equipment for 
school programs. There is a $21,000 revote for the purchase of 
locally manufactured furniture for Porter Creek Secondary 
School and a $159,000 to complete the purchase of school 
buses. 

Mr. Chair, in terms of advanced education and its needs 
under this year's supplementary budget, we are asking for a 
number of revotes: $376,000 to accommodate an accounting 
adjustment for Yukon College's school of visual arts and we 
are asking for a revote of $20,000 to complete community 

training fund agreements that were signed in the fiscal year; 
$5,000 is requested as a revote and an additional $146,000 was 
received from Service Canada to complete the development of 
a Web-based students financial assistance program. This new 
system will make it easier and more efficient for students to 
access financial assistance for their post-secondary education 
and training. The Government of Yukon will recover $146,000 
spent in development of this Web-based service from the fed-
eral government. A revote of $200,000 is requested to accom-
modate an accounting to the Canada-Yukon health internship 
program.  

Mr. Chair, in closing I would like to say that the supple-
mentary budget I have presented here today represents a lot of 
hard work from the staff, the Department of Education and my 
Cabinet colleagues. Our spending is reflective of the programs, 
services and capital projects that are of great importance to 
Yukoners. I look forward to the next year's budget for the De-
partment of Education and the work leading up to it where we 
can further refine our commitment to providing excellent edu-
cation for all Yukoners. 

Mr. Fairclough:   We do have a lot of questions in the 
Department of Education, but due to time restraints we are go-
ing to have to cut back on questions. I want to assure the minis-
ter that, come the spring sitting, we definitely will be bringing 
forth those questions.  

I would like to focus on a couple of parts. I thought nor-
mally in the spring we do have revotes versus in the fall where 
we can show the money that wasn't spent on the project would 
be revoted in the spring budget, and I am surprised that a lot of 
the numbers the minister rattled off here are revotes, but I'll 
take his word on it.  

I do have some questions in regard to one particular pro-
ject that has been an interest of mine, probably since the day I 
was elected in 1996, and that is the Tantalus School. I think it 
is no surprise to the member opposite. That project was put on 
the capital project list by the chairs of the school councils. So I 
just want to ensure that the minister understands that, because it 
wasn't a project that was dreamed up by the Yukon Party. 

Mr. Chair, we have debated this project here for a number 
of years now. I believe we're into our second year of construc-
tion of the school. We've run into many problems and I can see 
some lawsuits and so on coming out of this by some of the con-
tractors and subcontractors. So this is a fairly big issue for the 
community. The price of this school has gone up dramatically 
from when we first began. I believe it was up near $9 million. 
It was close to the same price as the school that was built in 
Old Crow. As the minister knows, a winter road was put in and 
the school was built eight feet off the ground. A lot of money 
went into it. 

The Carmacks school cost has risen dramatically. I think 
we're up to $12 million and growing, and we don't have a com-
pleted school yet. We're into the second year of construction. I 
notice that at this time last year the contractors had to take a 
break from construction because of the cold weather and they 
came back and continued work in January. 

First of all, I guess, with numbers, if we're going to talk a 
lot about numbers, there is an increase here, and the minister 
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calls it a revote of $1.3 million. He also says that it is to com-
plete the construction of the school. Then I would have to ask 
this question then. I assume that a lot of work will take place 
from now until the end of the fiscal year. Can we expect this 
school to be completed and students moving in before the end 
of this fiscal year? 

Hon. Mr. Rouble:   I look forward to the debate in the 
spring, too, when we will have the time to properly examine 
and go through the Department of Education. I will be particu-
larly looking forward to our discussion in general debate when 
we discuss the role of education, the desired outcomes and 
some of the objectives that members see. I will also be inter-
ested to see where we disagree about what we agree are some 
of the important things to include in our educational system, 
and other areas where members have a difference of opinions.  

I think that it will be very important to have that discussion 
at the high level about the mission, vision and objectives, so 
that we can find what kind of common ground we are on, 
where we do share agreement and also find the areas where we 
do have a difference of opinion.  

The Member for Mayo-Tatchun went on about the amount 
of revotes in here. I am working with the departmental admini-
stration and our Finance officials. On their recommendations, 
this is the best way to address that. I am not going to question 
that right now, Mr. Chair. We have had some professionals 
take a look at this, and they made their recommendations and 
we are going to follow them. That certainly isn't to say we 
won't question things in the future. I am sure we will have 
some very good discussions about financial allocations and 
how the Department of Education administers its financial 
situations.  

The Member for Mayo-Tatchun brought up the school in 
Carmacks. To that, I can say that the territorial government is 
committed to constructing the school in Carmacks, to working 
with the community to identify what its priorities were and are 
and what they will continue to be, and to ensuring that we have 
the best possible learning facility in the community. 

I'm not a construction engineer; I'm not a site superinten-
dent; I'm not the site supervisor; but I understand there were 
some problems with the construction and there were some de-
lays, and these happened around such issues as the soil in the 
area, cold weather and material delays. As the previous Minis-
ter of Education is reminding me, that might be part of my job; 
I'll take responsibility for giving broad overall directions and 
setting departmental priorities, but I certainly hope the mem-
bers opposite won't hold me accountable for why a roll of roof-
ing tar was late in getting to the job site. If they are, we might 
be in for a longer debate than we anticipated. 

Every effort is being made to complete the school on time 
and in the best possible manner. We want to have a facility that 
meets the needs of the community; we're working with mem-
bers in the community to get the building constructed. As I 
said, I'm not a construction engineer. The department is doing 
its best job on this, and we're all very eager and optimistic 
about getting into the school as soon as possible. 

Mr. Fairclough:   The minister didn't answer the ques-
tion, and it was a very simple one. In his remarks and the Pre-

mier's remarks, they said the school will be completed; that's 
why the money is here to be spent in this fiscal year -- in other 
words, the school will be completed before March 31, 2007. 
That's what I asked the minister: will the construction of the 
school be completed by that time and will the students be mov-
ing in? 

Hon. Mr. Rouble:   We anticipate that the construction 
of the school will be completed very early in the new year.  

Mr. Fairclough:   I thank the minister for that. I have to 
tell the minister, though, that the last time I went to Carmacks, 
the school still did not have a roof. What is happening with that 
and is this going to delay the construction of the school?  

Hon. Mr. Rouble:   As I stated in my answer earlier, 
the department is working very diligently with the Property 
Management Agency and the other government departments 
involved and with the contractors doing the work. Everyone is 
eager to conclude the project as quickly as possible. There have 
been delays in the past. I don't have a time machine to go for-
ward to look into the future and see if there will be additional 
weather or other material delays or other construction projects. 
I wish I had one. Unfortunately the reality is that everyone is 
working on this project. They are doing their best. We antici-
pate that it will be completed very early in the new year. 

Mr. Fairclough:   That is not very far away for a school 
not even having a roof yet. Perhaps the minister should pay 
some attention to this project. Both the Premier and minister 
have said that it would be completed by the end of this fiscal 
year, I would assume.  

From talking to one contractor, who has the contract to 
paint the school, normally on a project of this size it takes 
about nine months from start to finish and they haven't even 
begun. That is not the early new year; it's more like early in the 
fall. It may even be a challenge to have students in the new 
school next fall. That's a long delay from the beginning of the 
construction of this school. I would caution the minister on 
that. I hope the minister looks into this matter because it is very 
serious. There is a section of this school that still has no roof. 

It's pretty important to ensure that it is closed in so that we 
can have people working on the inside and have less cost in 
regard to energy and so on. 

I would like to ask the minister, though -- I didn't hear him 
say what the final cost of the school will be. Will the minister 
let us know? 

Hon. Mr. Rouble:   Mr. Chair, as I understand it, in or-
der to meet some of the unique design requirements of the 
school, the community had a big hand in the design of it. Some 
special trusses were required, and that is where the delays were 
-- getting some of those roofing trusses in. I appreciate the 
Member for Mayo-Tatchun's comments on it. He seems very 
well aware of some of the challenges in construction, and I 
appreciate that. As I have been doing, I will look into this fur-
ther. The best advice -- the advice we get from the contractors 
who are on the ground and the partners in construction -- is that 
the building will be completely constructed early in the new 
year. 

I think we are all aware in here of the challenges that could 
come up between now and then. I hope they don't, but they 
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might. We are committed to building a school that meets the 
needs in the community and building a facility that will have a 
very long and useful lifespan. 

The total amount to be spent on the school is expected to 
be $11.9 million. 

Mr. Fairclough:   That is a lot higher than the govern-
ment originally thought it would be spending on this school. Is 
this a reflection of the Yukon Party's good fiscal management 
or is it unforeseen cost? Maybe the minister can give us a 
breakdown on that, if not now, then by legislative return. I 
know that there were additional costs, for example, for the re-
moval and replacement of soil, and that was an addition to a 
contract to the local people. 

Also by legislative return, if the minister could give us a 
breakdown of the workers who are local -- I'm interested to see 
how many we have. As it stands right now, I believe we have 
one First Nation person working on this project. You would 
think with government-to-government, full partners in educa-
tion and full partners in economic development that we would 
have more First Nation people working on this major project 
that is supposed to benefit the school. If he can do that by legis-
lative return, if possible, I would appreciate it. 

Here's another one that was really important to the com-
munity. They voiced themselves loud and clear on this. It has 
to do with the extra space in the school. The Premier said dur-
ing the campaign and afterwards that the extra space will be 
filled with a daycare. Is that still the position of the department 
or have things changed? Has anyone informed the Premier? 

Hon. Mr. Rouble:   The construction of the Carmacks 
school is a direct, tangible result of the Yukon Party's commit-
ment to education. It's a direct, tangible result of the Yukon 
Party government's commitment to working with the commu-
nity, to include the community in designing a facility that best 
meets their needs. 

The Carmacks school is a great example of the government 
listening and working with a community to best address their 
needs. It's a great example of a government making a major 
investment in a community. We're investing over $11 million 
in this community and this school. That clearly demonstrates 
our commitment to the community and to education. 

I'm curious, Mr. Chair: would the member rather that we 
spent $3 million on the school? I'm having a really hard time 
defending making such a substantial investment in a commu-
nity. 

Yes, there were construction problems. There were con-
struction delays and there were problems with the soils. There 
were challenges with the roof trusses. There were challenges 
with weather and there are challenges in the North American 
market now to get construction materials that fall within the 
budgeted figure. That is one of the realities we have to face. 
The price of a 2-by-4 has gone up. But we are clearly commit-
ted to working with the community and we are clearly commit-
ted to their long-term educational needs. 

Yes, the school was constructed with some additional 
space, which I think would be welcome in any community -- 
additional space to look after additional uses. I understand the 
school principal, the school council, the First Nation and other 

community members will be meeting in the next week or so to 
discuss ideas and options about how to best use that space. The 
community will be making a decision as to how to use the addi-
tional space. Could that be a daycare? Yes, that is one of the 
options. But one of our commitments is to work with Yukon 
communities, to work with parents, to work with school coun-
cil and work with First Nations and have local involvement in 
the decision making. 

We are working with the community. I understand that is 
one of the options they are looking at.  

Mr. Fairclough:   It was very clear what the Premier 
said. That's what I'm asking the minister about. The Premier 
said there will be a daycare in this extra space. Look at the me-
dia transcripts, if the minister doesn't believe me. It's there. It's 
a commitment made by the Premier.  

Now, are we going back and saying we are going to be 
talking to the community -- as the department should be -- to 
basically identify what is going into this space? Is that what the 
minister is saying? If so, I guess he is admitting that the Pre-
mier was wrong. 

Hon. Mr. Rouble:   Mr. Chair, I wonder if the Member 
for Mayo-Tatchun could be clear in what his desired outcome 
here is. Mr. Chair, I just said it and I'll say it again: we want to 
work with the community. We want to work with the school 
administration, the school council, the parents, the First Nation 
and affected organizations in the community to make a deci-
sion about that space that will best serve the needs of the com-
munity. Does the Member for Mayo-Tatchun want the Depart-
ment of Education to continue doing that, or does he want the 
Department of Education to do something else? 

Mr. Fairclough:   Well, what I want is for the Yukon 
Party not to announce something before it's decided on by the 
community. Is that clear to the minister? The Premier did that. 
Does the minister not know that? He did it. Pre-election and 
after the election, that announcement was made. That's the con-
cern that I have. I want the minister to commit to what he said 
right now, to go and work with the communities. That's all I'm 
saying. The Minister of Education needs to talk with the Pre-
mier, because there seems to be no communication there, be-
cause the community wants to be able to have input into this 
extra space. I just wanted to be put on record that it's recog-
nized by the community. It was talked about in the election, 
and it is certainly an issue. The member opposite asks what is 
our position, what is our desire? Well, our desire is to have this 
project as a major community project that will bring the com-
munity together, not split it apart like the Yukon Party did all 
through this project. I could tell the minister, if he says any-
thing other than that, he's wrong, because that's exactly what 
happened. It's a tremendous effort on the part of the community 
to try to make this project work the best it can. So I don't know 
if the minister has much to say on this, but our desired outcome 
is to ensure government spends what it says it's going to spend 
and give very clear explanations why these projects go way 
over what was originally earmarked for the projects. 

That is an issue. I hope the minister takes some of these 
concerns that we have raised very seriously and communicates 
them well to the Premier.  
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I have another issue the community raised during the elec-
tion campaign. It is one that the community did not want, but I 
would like the minister to look into it. The community wanted 
to get rid of the old Tantalus School completely. The new sec-
tion of the old school is close to 20 years old, but I believe it 
does have a 15- to 20-year lifespan left. One of the interests 
raised by community members was to have -- the minister is 
passing notes, and I want to be clear on this so the minister can 
say yes or no -- an engineer from the Department of Education 
have a look at the possibility of preserving the old gym on the 
old school, which right now would be adjacent to the new 
school, and maybe convert it into a swimming pool. I know 
there are lots of problems with piping and so on, but someone 
asked me about it and I said that I would bring it up and ask the 
department to at least have an engineer look at this. The build-
ing itself, I believe, is worth millions of dollars. There might be 
some interest to work with the village council, which knows 
about this issue, to see if something additional can be done to 
add something positive to the school. 

Hon. Mr. Rouble:   Sometimes in this Assembly, Mr. 
Chair, we have a tendency to vehemently or vigorously agree 
on something. I think that's what is going on right now. The 
member opposite and I are both agreeing on a course of action. 
Maybe we can come to an agreement that we will agree on that, 
and then move on. 

Mr. Chair, there were significant cost overruns in this. If 
the member likes, I can go through and read all the reasons for 
these cost overruns. There were significant cost overruns and 
there were reasons for those: the bids came in higher; poor 
weather caused delays; materials were late in getting there; 
there was a problem with the soil. I am being encouraged to 
read the geotechnical report, Mr. Chair, and I am wondering if 
that is what members in this House want to debate. Do they 
want to debate the geotechnical report, or do they want to talk 
about the broader direction of education? 

I think the Member for Mayo-Tatchun and I are agreeing 
on this. We want to have some community involvement and 
have the community involved in the decision as to what to use 
the space for. That's what we are going ahead and doing. I ap-
preciate the concerns of the Member for Mayo-Tatchun; I ap-
preciate him encouraging the department to consult with his 
community. I see that as a key responsibility of the department, 
not only on this issue but on issues in the future. We have to 
have the people affected involved in the process. We need to 
have parents involved in the decision making; we need to have 
students involved; we have to involve school councils and not 
just in this situation but in situations in the future. 

I have heard the member bring forward the idea of looking 
at saving the school. That is a new idea that he has brought 
forward to me, so I can't promise that we are going to build a 
swimming pool there, because there are lots of other things that 
could come up as to why that isn't a feasible idea or why it 
might not even be a good idea to save the building. Like I said, 
I am not a geotechnical expert, and I am not a building salvage 
expert. I thank the member for his comment and I will take it 
under advisement. 

Mr. Fairclough:   I thank the minister for that answer. 
There are a couple of reasons why I'm not saying to save the 
whole school. It is the gym, the dressing rooms that are at-
tached and a few other areas that could be part of it, including a 
lot of work that already took place in the classrooms. The heat-
ing system is already there, and so on. 

The minister did commit to perhaps having a look at it. I 
understand that if it's not feasible, it won't happen. What the 
community people want to do is have a look at it and see if we 
can save this gym and turn it into a swimming pool. I thank the 
minister for that. I would also like to ensure he talks with the 
community to ensure, in the spring budget, there are monies for 
the demolition of the school and improvements to the school 
grounds. If he can do that, I'll be asking questions in that regard 
also. 

There was one issue raised to me again during the election 
and it's in regard to the heating system of the school. This is a 
bit of a problem to me because the Yukon Party committed to 
working with the First Nations and making them full partners 
in education and economic development. I would think they 
would take some good ideas here and work with them. 

One of them is that the First Nation had employed on their 
staff someone with expertise in geothermal heating. They didn't 
have the time given to them to put together a proper proposal 
on the heating system. I would like to know why they were 
given such a short time -- I think it was something like five 
days -- to come up with this and why we wouldn't explore this 
type of technology, which is used everywhere else. Right now 
in the administration building in Mayo, they're going to use 
geothermal heating. 

Here we have a local person who has the expertise and has 
put this type of system in many other buildings, yet we didn't 
use him and I'd like to know why. If the minister doesn't know, 
perhaps he can give me that information by legislative return.  

Hon. Mr. Rouble:   We are all becoming more envi-
ronmentally conscious and more conscious of the ramifications 
of our decisions, and as we see heating and energy costs go 
through the roof, we are taking a longer look at some of our 
capital projects and looking at the full life-cycle costing of 
things. It's not just looking at how much the construction cost 
is, but how much it is going to cost to operate this. What is the 
total volume of greenhouse gas emissions that will result from 
heating this? What are the investments we can make at the 
front end of things that will result in lower costs down the 
road?  

I think that most people now, if they are looking at build-
ing their own home, will start doing things like putting in nine-
inch walls or triple-pane windows, and making the investments 
at the beginning that will result in lower operating costs down 
the road. I think looking at geothermal heating sounds like a 
good idea. It should be looked at in future projects. Why it 
wasn't done in this case, I don't know. Timelines were set. I can 
only guess at why it couldn't have been accommodated within 
that time. The member is well aware that when tender dates are 
set, there are challenges in making large-scale changes, i.e. the 
replacement of a heating system and the whole redesign of that, 
in time to meet the original tender closing dates. With weather 
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and all the other delays, sometimes if we delay a tender clos-
ing, it has ramifications all the way down the line. 

I appreciate the member bringing forward a concern about 
why this wasn't looked at at the beginning, and I will ask the 
department why it wasn't looked at or why it couldn't be ac-
commodated. I'm sorry it didn't work out in this situation, but 
we will try to take a look at alternative energy, energy savings, 
geothermal, taking advantages of solar gain and other areas like 
that that will enhance the use of a building and reduce its oper-
ating costs and hopefully its energy consumption and, there-
fore, its greenhouse gas emissions on future projects. 

I should add that $60,000 was received from the federal 
government because the school did avail itself of some building 
incentive funds for building an energy efficient design. So 
some of those aspects were looked into, and we did work with 
our partners to ensure that we could get a very energy efficient 
building. Some of those concerns were looked into and were 
addressed. 

Chair:   Is there any further general debate? 
Mr. Cardiff:   I have pages and pages and pages of 

questions, but given the time, I'll stick to the salient ones and 
the ones have a priority. Contrary to the Premier's comments 
outside the Legislature this afternoon following Question Pe-
riod, I haven't seen the discussion papers that the education 
reform project has put out on governance, administration, and 
language and culture. I'm just wondering when the minister 
would be willing to share those with me and the public? 

Hon. Mr. Rouble:   Mr. Chair, I look forward, too, to 
having further discussions with the member opposite. I know 
with his background in advanced education and with his work 
at the college, with his commitment to education, that I'm sure 
we'll have some pretty good debates in the time to come. 
Again, I hope we have an opportunity to discuss a high-level 
mission and vision. I would like to know where he sees educa-
tion going. I hope we can identify those items where we vehe-
mently disagree or vigorously agree and then how we can go 
forward. 

Mr. Chair, as I said earlier, there was a press conference 
involving me and the chair of the Chiefs Committee on Educa-
tion, one of our partners in the education reform project. As I 
stated earlier, education reform and working to ensure that we 
have the best education system that meets the needs of Yukon-
ers and Yukon communities is my number one priority. 

In the last two months, I have had the opportunity to meet 
with the education reform team and with other partners in edu-
cation and groups. By no means have I concluded all these dis-
cussions. Many of them have barely scratched the surface. I 
look forward to continuing to work -- especially once we con-
clude our budget debates and the work that is before the Legis-
lative Assembly -- with our partners in this matter to address 
education reform. As I said earlier, clear direction has been 
given to the education reform team to conclude the pre-
consultative phase and put together the consultative package 
and get it out to community consultation and open it up to all 
partners involved in education. 

Some of the items that will form the basis of this consulta-
tion package include the issues and concerns brought forward 

in the pre-consultation stage. These include exploring the crea-
tion of a First Nation school, similar to the French immersion 
program. It includes making curriculum changes that will better 
reflect aboriginal cultures and languages, highlight the contri-
bution of First Nations to society and illustrate history from a 
First Nation perspective. 

The items that will be consulted on include involving a 
higher level of parental involvement, language revitalization 
and retention issues and more land-based experiential pro-
grams. Consultation will explore issues such as more rural high 
school programs. One of the key items is more decisions being 
made at the community level. I really want to work with our 
partners on empowering parents, communities and students to 
be more involved in education.  

We have several great mechanisms already out there -- 
school councils, school committees. Maybe we need to find a 
better way to deal with them, maybe a better way to utilize 
them, a better way to involve them. These are some of the is-
sues that have been raised with the education reform group in 
their pre-consultation work. Now, before any kind of foregone 
conclusions are made or before we go too far on something, we 
need to go back out to folks and say, "Hey, what are your 
thoughts on these issues"? These are the issues. How do we 
include more people in decision making and empower parents 
and communities?  

The other issues that have been raised with the education 
reform group that we need to hear additional input on is em-
ploying more First Nation people in positions at the Depart-
ment of Education to reflect cultural diversity -- issues like 
more First Nation school-based administrators, more open lines 
of communication and meaningful collaboration between 
schools and First Nations, more preschool Head-Start pro-
grams, more use of elders in the schools, improved culturally 
relevant mandatory orientation for teachers, and the expansion 
of skills and vocational training in Yukon high schools. There 
is a lot of work being done by the Department of Education in 
many of these areas.  

These issues have also been brought forward to the educa-
tion reform team as areas that need to be looked at and ad-
dressed, and the education reform team is being charged with 
looking at these issues, consulting with Yukoners and coming 
up with recommendations that will come to me and to the chair 
of the Chiefs Committee on Education on how we can affect 
our systems in order to best serve the needs of all Yukon stu-
dents. We are going through the process. 

The education reform team has been given a task of con-
cluding their preliminary work, developing their consultation 
package, working with the executive group and going out and 
having their consultations and developing their recommenda-
tions. I greatly look forward to seeing their recommendations, 
which we expect to receive in the fall of 2007. If, in their con-
sultations, deliberations and examination of these issues, they 
identify other areas where we need to make amendments to the 
Education Act, we'll also look at that. We have a couple of 
years on the legislative calendar before us, but we have to start 
the work now in order to get that process going so we can make 
changes to the Education Act, should it be necessary to do so. 
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We are committed to the process; the process is ongoing; 
good work is being done. 

Mr. Cardiff:   Obviously we don't have time for this 
debate today, but I'll tell you right now, I'm looking forward to 
the spring sitting, and it can't come soon enough. If we can 
have some discussions between now and then, maybe that will 
be a good thing. 

The unfortunate part is the basic flaw of this government is 
the sharing of information. They refuse to share information, 
especially with the official opposition or the third party. I'd 
love to have a discussion about the governance of the education 
system in the Yukon but, unfortunately, the minister is the one 
who is holding the position papers and, if we were all singing 
from the same song sheet when we had that discussion, maybe 
it would be a good discussion, but when he's holding all the 
cards, it doesn't seem like a very fair game to me. 

I'm sure we'll have an opportunity to have that discussion. 
I'll only ask one more question. It should be a quick and easy 
question to answer, and then we'll be able to move on. Hope-
fully, it will be. It's about school planning, which is another 
important issue. It's the facilities, basically, that house the chil-
dren whom we hope are going to be participating in one of the 
best education systems in the country, once we get through the 
reform process. I'm not saying that we don't have a good educa-
tion system, but it is failing some of our children in some areas. 
I applaud the department and the teachers and the people on the 
education reform project for the work that they do on a daily 
basis. But when it comes to school planning, this is another 
area where communities, parents and especially school councils 
need to be involved. The process that was used several years 
ago was a process where there were facility studies done, needs 
identified, and the plan for school replacement or renovation or 
whatever was put in the hands of the school council chairs. 
They were the ones who prioritized it. They were the ones who 
know the needs of their individual communities and what their 
individual schools require. They can look; they can have a dis-
cussion. I think that that seemed to work fairly well, and it re-
sponded to the needs of many communities across the Yukon 
for facilities upgrades. 

I'm just wondering whether the minister would entertain at 
least looking at a model somewhat like that and that, would be 
my final question. 

Hon. Mr. Rouble:   Yes. I'll take a look at the model 
and give it some consideration. If it's a good idea, has merit and 
is something we can accommodate, it might be something 
worth looking at. I'll take a look at it. 

I just want to add for the member that, if he does want to 
sit down and have a cup of coffee and discuss education, I'm 
more than willing to do that. Also, one of the courses I looked 
at a few years ago when I finished a degree was on school gov-
ernance issues and the role of school boards and councils, how 
to involve people, how to have meaningful input in decision 
making -- I literally have textbooks and piles of notes that I'm 
more than willing to share with the member opposite. If he 
wants to sit down and talk about how we can include more lo-
cal decision making, how we can include parents more in the 
decisions about their children's education, we can do that. If he 

wants some additional resources, I have books and books of 
additional resources. We can have meaningful discussions 
about that and we can pull out the Yukon First Nation self-
government agreements and see how they relate and what their 
powers, abilities and responsibilities are with respect to educa-
tion and how the transfer or drawdown of powers can be ef-
fected. We can discuss that too. 

Back to the member's question about school planning, I 
agree. The more involvement we have in a structured manner -- 
it is a bit of a challenge sometimes to just hold a public meeting 
and ask, "So, what do you think?" There has to be some struc-
ture to it and focus to help facilitate the process.  

I will take the member up on his offer to sit down and dis-
cuss that, and consider the comments he put forward.  

Mr. Cardiff:   I have no further questions. I believe that 
the official opposition has completed all their questioning, as 
well. 

I request unanimous consent of Committee of the Whole to 
deem all lines in Vote 3, Department of Education, cleared or 
carried, as required. 

Unanimous consent re deeming all lines in Vote 3, 
Department of Education, cleared or carried 

Chair:  Mr. Cardiff has requested unanimous consent of 
the Committee to deem all lines in Vote 3, Department of Edu-
cation, cleared or carried, as required. Are you agreed? 

Some Hon. Members:   Agreed.  
Chair:   Unanimous consent has been granted. 
On Operation and Maintenance Expenditures 
Total Operation and Maintenance Expenditures in the 

amount of $2,896,000 agreed to 
On Capital Expenditures 
Total Capital Expenditures in the amount of $4,775,000 

agreed to 
Department of Education agreed to 
 
Chair:   We will recess for five minutes. 
 
Recess 
 
Chair:   Committee of the Whole will now come to or-

der.  
 
Executive Council Office  
Chair:   The matter before the Committee is Bill No. 3, 

Second Appropriation Act, 2006-07, Vote 2, Executive Council 
Office. 

Hon. Mr. Fentie:   We have already had a fairly in-
depth discussion about the Executive Council Office vote in the 
supplementary, both O&M and capital, ranging from the north-
ern housing trust to other expenditures through devolution and 
revotes, and additional funds for First Nation participation in 
successor legislation, and so on. We remain ready to continue 
the debate; however, given the limits and the small budget this 
actually represents, there's not much more we can delve into, 
unless we get repetitive. 

Mr. Mitchell:    Well, I'll try to make it brief. It sounds 
like the minister is perhaps suffering from the same bug that 
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has been going around, so maybe we'll make the questions and 
answers brief back and forth and get through this. 

I do have a follow-up question regarding the list of north-
ern strategy projects, and we got into this a little bit yesterday 
regarding the Marwell tar pits. I did ask the minister a question 
regarding responsibilities and federal responsibilities. In look-
ing through Hansard following yesterday's session, I noticed 
that on May 11, 2005, the former Deputy Premier and MLA for 
Klondike, in debate over this same issue, responded by saying 
this area is under federal contaminated sites legislation. If we 
were to enter onto the property, we would be totally responsi-
ble for the remedial undertaking of any difficulties that may be 
contained on that land. It goes on to say the federal government 
has been encouraged to move forward and come and identify 
through their process what it's going to take, how much money 
and so forth. To date, it has been an uphill battle for the former 
minister and the department to lobby them.  

So I just want to hear from the Premier about this concept 
of, sort of, "You break it, you buy it", so to speak. If you start 
involving the Government of Yukon directly in assuming re-
sponsibility for remediation and it turns out to cost far more 
than had been anticipated, or problems develop, are we then on 
the hook? It's fine with me if he simply indicates that the for-
mer minister was incorrect in that assumption and that's not the 
case. 

Hon. Mr. Fentie:   I think the operative word here is 
"former". I can't speak to what a former minister of a past gov-
ernment was alluding to. What I can speak to is that we have 
been in discussions with Canada. Canada is a part of the north-
ern strategy. I think it is fair to say that our approach to this is 
to address an issue of concern especially for the citizens of 
Whitehorse, but also Yukoners in general. It is a contaminated 
site. We have an option here to deal with it, at least to the ex-
tent that we can under the northern strategy. That is why the 
review committee on merit -- and I stress, on merit -- proposes 
that this project goes ahead. 

Mr. Mitchell:    I will accept that answer at this time; 
however, I would remind the Premier that it is a former minis-
ter of a government he led. Due to the concept of Cabinet soli-
darity and the fact that Cabinet discusses issues, one would 
presume that the minister was not freelancing because the re-
cord was not corrected at the time and the Premier agreed with 
that position at the time. I don't want to get back into a debate 
about former ministers. It was a position that was presented by 
this government. 

There are a few issues from some of the platform com-
mitments of the Premier's Yukon Party during the campaign. I 
would just like to ask if he could elaborate a bit on what is hap-
pening, as it falls under this department. The first one was the 
development of a strategic action team under the Executive 
Council Office comprised of a team of professionals with ex-
pertise in preparing business proposals, establishing joint train-
ing initiatives and establishing financial systems and informa-
tion technology links to assist Yukon First Nation governments 
in capacity development upon request. In fact we had some-
thing very similar to that in our platform so I am prepared to be 
supportive, but I'm wondering if the minister can elaborate on 

how soon he envisions getting this group together and when it 
might be available for First Nation governments to draw on that 
expertise. 

Hon. Mr. Fentie:   I think we have some confusion 
here. I was of the understanding that the official opposition 
committed to creating a whole department in this particular 
area similar to, I assume, the Department of Indian Affairs and 
Northern Development within the Yukon government corporate 
structure. It was a pretty clear commitment by the Yukon Lib-
eral Party, the official opposition, that this is their approach to 
First Nation relations. 

Our work is now in the early discussions of the issue of 
capacity as it relates to First Nation governments and what can 
the public government -- in this case Yukon government -- do 
to assist with that capacity with the understanding that much of 
the capacity issues also relate to First Nations being thrust into, 
through the final agreements, a governance responsibility. Part 
of this is the work we are doing on the nine-year review; we 
have clearly demonstrated now through that review process that 
there is a serious fiscal capacity issue. If we look at capacity in 
all its forms, Yukon will be working with First Nations in areas 
of capacity to assist, but will be also working with Canada in 
other areas of capacity that are pertinent to the final agreements 
and bear federal obligation and responsibility. The first thing 
that has to be addressed is the issue of fiscal capacity to deliver 
governance as envisioned and intended by the final agreements 
and self-government agreements. 

The other point to this is that it is essential that we are able 
to address issues in a timely manner. We cannot ignore the fact 
that in trying to do that, we must be ready to assist where pos-
sible and where the Yukon government, to the extent possible, 
has the resources and the tools necessary to assist in processes 
with First Nations. We have already been doing that, I think, 
over time here and it is pretty evident with things like second-
ments where the Yukon government has seconded to First Na-
tions individuals who have a certain skill set or provide the 
First Nation a certain area of expertise. Of course that will con-
tinue, but we are looking at more of a focus on capacity, espe-
cially internally, in how we can build some critical mass here in 
our ever-evolving and improving relationship with First Na-
tions.  

That's essentially what it's about. Right now, these are 
early discussions and those are important, because it gives us a 
better insight into how government within its corporate struc-
ture can assist, especially with available and existing human 
resources and other resources we already have in use on a daily 
basis. 

Mr. Mitchell:    First of all, let me correct the record. I 
would remind the Premier we did not commit to forming a new 
and separate department; in fact, we talked about creating a 
new minister who would be responsible and a champion of 
implementation. If the Premier wants to continue to re-fight the 
last election, I would think there's some aspect to being a gra-
cious winner. The votes have been counted; he won; he's the 
Premier; and I don't think it serves much purpose. Neverthe-
less, I just don't want the record to show something that isn't. 
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We did not say we were creating a new department, even 
though the minister tried to suggest we were saying that. 

Second, we did publish our platform somewhat earlier in 
the campaign than the governing party did. They published 
theirs in the final week, I believe it was, but we did read it. 
What I read to the Premier was taken verbatim from it. I was 
suggesting that we think it's a good idea. We had similar word-
ing in our platform about creating a group of people who could 
go in and assist First Nation governments in capacity develop-
ment. I was only asking if the Premier had any timelines on 
when that would be up and running. 

Perhaps when he stands up next, he would not re-fight the 
election campaign and would just answer the questions, which 
is what our role is here today. 

Again quoting from some of the commitments made, there 
was one to urge the Government of Canada to complete the 
unfinished business of settling the three remaining outstanding 
land claims in Yukon through the resumption of land claim 
negotiations. Again, I'm wondering if the Premier has taken the 
opportunity yet to communicate with the federal minister re-
sponsible to see if he can be a champion of getting some 
movement on that, from his perspective. I know that the First 
Nations have their own views on when they're ready to be at 
the table, and Canada has indicated there is no table right now, 
but this is a commitment made by the Premier in a platform in 
an election which, as he likes to point out, he was successful in. 

I'm going to read off just two more of these because, as the 
Premier mentioned, the time is short and there are other de-
partments we want to get to. It says: "Offer to act as a facilita-
tor or mediator with the Government of Canada, the White 
River First Nation, the Liard First Nation and the Ross River 
Dena Council, to resume land claims negotiations and work 
with First Nations, Yukon College and its community cam-
puses, and the private sector to provide training for Yukon First 
Nations for land claims implementation, especially in relation 
to capacity development for First Nation governance." 

Presumably, the Premier had some very specific ideas in 
mind when he made these commitments. They weren't just off-
the-top-of-the-head statements. I was just hoping he could give 
us some timelines on when we could expect to see some of 
these things moving forward or if indeed any of the money in 
the current budget might be going toward that.  

Hon. Mr. Fentie:   It's not essential that we have a line 
item on the pages of a budget. There is latitude in many areas 
of investment with respect to First Nation relations and the 
negotiation and implementation of claims. In many cases this is 
recoverable from Canada, but we are, to some degree, depend-
ent on how that process works with the federal government.  

I think it's important that we recognize contrast and what 
each side of the House commits to. This side of the House is 
steadfast in its position that First Nation relations and negotia-
tion and implementation of claims and self-government agree-
ments remain in the Premier's office. The Liberal Party, in offi-
cial opposition today, believes that role should be diminished 
and put in the hands of the line department minister. That is a 
distinct contrast. 

The other problem with the remaining claims is that there 
is no federal mandate. That is something that has to be dealt 
with first before any further steps can be taken on negotiations. 
As I understand it, the federal minister, in listening to Yukon's 
representations on this matter, has now engaged an envoy who 
will enter into discussions with the First Nations that have not 
yet settled. Although I don't have any description of the envoy's 
mandate, the envoy is going to be talking about the way for-
ward in this area. 

Our platform demonstrates that we would use the good of-
fices of government to assist wherever possible through facili-
tation of advancement of process, and we can provide the fed-
eral government, I think, a great deal of insight into the nego-
tiations with the final claims that exist with White River, Liard 
First Nation and indeed the Ross River Dena. We will continue 
to raise these issues with the federal minister at each and every 
opportunity, and the importance of that is to make sure that 
Canada does not diminish its focus on where they are the pri-
mary responsible government. So we will continue to press the 
point. 

The other issue is we've also discussed with First Nations 
what options they may want to look at with respect to inform-
ing their citizens and so on. But at this stage, without a resolu-
tion to a new federal mandate being developed, it's very diffi-
cult for us to advance in any way on concluding the final 
agreements here with the three First Nations in question. 

Mr. Mitchell:    I'd just like to return to something that I 
asked yesterday in Question Period -- and I was not entirely 
satisfied with the minister's answer -- and that is the Kelowna 
accord. The minister yesterday in Question Period said, "When 
it comes to Kelowna, I would remind the member that even the 
Assembly of First Nations is not fixated on the name of an ac-
cord but more on dealing with the gaps and issues that aborigi-
nal Canadians face today." I guess what I would suggest are 
two things. First: that accord was intended to deal with those 
gaps in health care and in education and in housing in other 
areas. I agree with the Premier that it's not an issue of the name 
of an agreement, but I think the important issue that exists here 
-- and I think it should be important for the minister -- is that 
there is a principle involved, and that is that this Premier, along 
with all of his colleagues as well as First Nation leaders and the 
federal minister of the day, put their signatures to an agree-
ment. 

There have been disparaging remarks since then that it was 
something made on the back of a napkin and that there was no 
funding. The Premier himself has done this in the election 
campaign. He suggested that he would build a cold climate 
research centre and, in response to questions, said he didn't 
know what it would cost or where the money is coming from, 
but it's important and we are going to do it. People make prom-
ises. When those people represent government, those promises 
have meaning and substance. When it is done at a meeting of 
the federal, provincial and territorial ministers and everyone 
puts their signatures to it, First Nation leaders have every rea-
son to believe that it is more than just something written on the 
back of a napkin. It is the same principle as signing off treaties 
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or other obligations; those agreements endure even though gov-
ernments of the day may not. 

Again, I will ask the minister if he will go back and urge 
his federal colleague, as have many of his provincial col-
leagues, to honour not only the spirit of that agreement, but 
also the funding commitment of some $5.1 billion, instead of 
saying that here is $50 million for the northern housing trust 
and here's something else. We were talking about $5.1 billion 
that was a federal commitment and was agreed to by all juris-
dictions on behalf of aboriginal people. For the life of me, I do 
not understand why this minister isn't willing to be supportive 
of his colleagues when at least three different parties are saying 
that they continue to support it. I would ask the minister to re-
spond. 

Hon. Mr. Fentie:   I am not sure where the member is 
going with this point about something being written on the 
back of napkins. That is not something this government has 
ever referenced.  

Furthermore, the Kelowna discussions resulted in the fed-
eral government of the day committing $5.1 billion over the 
course of five years. I think we have to reflect on that and then 
look at what is transpiring in this fiscal year and the significant 
investment that is being allocated toward dealing with the gaps 
that we all agreed to long before Kelowna. 

They were all very evident. To suggest we do not support 
the Council of the Federation, the 10 provinces and our sister 
territories in addressing the gaps for education, housing, clean 
and safe drinking water, economic opportunity and standard of 
health is incorrect. We fully support that. 

What we are doing is our work, along with the now-elected 
federal government as of January last year, in ensuring they 
live up to what they committed to in writing during the cam-
paign. It didn't speak to something on the napkin. It was pretty 
clear that the federal government of the day today agrees that 
the gaps exist and we must deal with them. There are certain 
examples of this federal government moving ahead in a number 
of areas, most recently, as I understand it, a major investment 
on reservations when it comes to safe and clean drinking water. 

We have to be a little more conscious of something that is 
all about principle. In this particular area of importance to the 
Canadian federation, in just and fair treatment for all its citi-
zens, there are no partisan political boundaries. To put up parti-
san political boundaries in front of the meaningful discussions 
of the way forward with all concerned, be it provincial gov-
ernments, territorial governments, the federal government, rep-
resentative groups like the Assembly of First Nations and oth-
ers, is counterproductive. 

The issue here is: how are we best able, from this point 
forward, to truly and actually deliver on closing the gaps that 
exist? That's the purpose of the exercise we're all committed to, 
including the federal government. 

Mr. Cardiff:   I have some questions for the minister in 
this department as well. I am going to start with some questions 
that basically relate to government and Cabinet communica-
tions policies.  

The first one is going to be pretty simple. Hopefully the 
Premier can answer this one with a yes or no and we can move 
on and get to the meat of the matter. 

I would like to know if Cabinet and caucus members and 
their staff still receive transcripts of radio interviews that are 
prepared and circulated within government on a regular basis. 

Hon. Mr. Fentie:   I am not sure what the member is re-
ferring to. Transcripts are on the Web, posted in many forms by 
radio and the print media. If there is a situation here, I'm not 
sure exactly what he is referring to. This is a contract arrange-
ment, as I understand, with an Outside firm that produces this 
material, so at the end of the day maybe the member could ex-
pand on what it is he is talking about. 

Mr. Cardiff:   I would be more than happy to expand 
on it. The reason I am asking these questions is because up 
until about the time of the last election, or just before it, opposi-
tion MLAs were automatically on the distribution list for these 
interview transcripts. These interviews are basically interviews 
that are done on CKRW, CHON FM or CBC Radio. We were 
automatically on the distribution list and it appears that now we 
are not. When a member of my staff phoned the Executive 
Council Office to find out why, he was told that the contract 
with the transcription service was recently renegotiated and that 
a decision was made not to distribute the transcripts outside the 
government. We would like to know who made that decision 
and why. 

Maybe the Premier could get us a copy of that contract 
with the transcription service, because unless something has 
drastically changed with this new contract, the size of the e-
mail distribution list should have nothing whatsoever to do 
with the cost of providing that transcription service. The com-
pany that records and transcribes the broadcasts sends the tran-
scripts to one point within government, and the distribution is 
done from there. It's a matter of one keystroke on one govern-
ment computer, so cost really has nothing to do with it. The 
system was working prior to the last election. The way that it 
works is if a government department asked for a transcript of a 
certain interview -- it could be an interview about the education 
reform process, it could be a copy of Breakfast with the Pre-
mier every Friday morning on CHON-FM. The department 
would receive that transcript. It would be paid for on the basis 
of how many pages it contained. Actually, I'm familiar with 
this service myself, because I've asked for other proceedings to 
be transcribed. I'm not sure if it's the same contractor or not. 
Basically, you pay by the page. 

So after the department had requested the transcript and it 
was received, it was distributed within what would probably be 
referred to as the government distribution list. Until recently, 
that included opposition caucuses. If our caucus or the official 
opposition were to request an interview, we would be billed for 
the cost of the transcription, but the transcript would also go to 
that broad list, including the Premier's own communications 
office. This isn't happening any more. What we'd like to know 
is whether the Premier or anyone in his office gave instructions 
to the Executive Council Office about what should be in that 
new contract, and specifically, did the Cabinet offices make a 
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decision that elected MLAs, who are not on the government 
side, should not be on that distribution list. 

Hon. Mr. Fentie:   Of course we didn't give direction to 
somehow ensure the opposition wasn't receiving transcripts. I 
don't read transcripts, frankly. I don't know to the remotest de-
gree what happens to them. That's just something I'm not into. 
If the members opposite are fixated on transcripts, I think this 
is a contract issue and we'll look into the contract and go from 
there. Surely if the opposition is dependent on holding the gov-
ernment to account by media transcripts, democracy is in big 
trouble. 

Mr. Cardiff:   Between sittings it's good to know ex-
actly what ministers of this government are saying in the me-
dia. Rather than hearing it third-hand on the street or if we're 
not listening to the radio at the particular time, it's pretty handy 
to have that transcription service so we clearly see what the 
Premier or one of his ministers said. 

It sounds like the minister is willing to look into this and 
try to resolve the issue. We do find it valuable to see and have 
those transcripts. 

On a related issue to this, there is a policy that requires op-
position MLAs and their staff to go through the minister's of-
fice to get routine information that is readily available to any 
member of the public. Quite a few months ago -- I don't know 
exactly when -- the leader of our caucus wrote to the Premier, 
pointing that the General Administration Manual makes it clear 
that public employees have an obligation to provide informa-
tion of a factual nature to members of the public. To the best of 
my knowledge, the Premier hasn't responded to that letter and 
it's one reason I'd like to ask this question now. 

If government information of a factual nature is made 
available to members of the public, there is no justification 
whatsoever for any policy or practice that treats members of the 
media, MLAs or caucus staff members any differently.  

We have watched and we can see the Premier's desire to 
control information flow available to the opposition. I can un-
derstand that he wants to control that. I'm not too impressed by 
the way it happens.  

Here we are agreeing that we need to reform the way that 
the Legislature works. Part of that is about operating with all 
the information. When I'm doing casework for constituents, 
they actually have more rights than I do. They can go to a 
front-line person in a department and ask the question and get 
the information, but when they ask me to do that on their be-
half, I have to call up the minister.  

If you are serious about legislative reform, you could start 
by getting rid of this discriminatory policy that is contrary to 
government rules on communicating with the public. It makes 
me feel like a second-class citizen, as an elected representative 
of the people who doesn't sit on the government side of the 
House. 

Will the Premier do that? He doesn't need to wait. He 
could lean over and give the instruction to the deputy right now 
that from now on any information available to the public will 
also be made available to MLAs and their staff, without us hav-
ing to chase down a minister or a minister's staff person and 
make the request.  

That is all we are asking -- that we have the ability to 
communicate with front-line people and get information that is 
available to the public without having to ask the minister for it. 

Hon. Mr. Fentie:   Well, if that is the member's view of 
government and the democratic process, why do we have min-
isters? What is the point? Why are we here? The member is 
talking as if anyone in any structure in the overall corporate 
operations of government can speak to any matter at any time. 
The member knows better than that. 

When it comes to policy, we are elected people. We are the 
ones who speak on policy matters. If it is an operational matter 
to some degree, officials of course make their issues and ques-
tions available to the public. On policy matters, it is the execu-
tive arm of government that bears the responsibility. I have 
been around here 10 years. For every case file that I ever 
opened, I wrote a letter to a minister to ask the minister to pro-
vide me and my constituents some information. That is the way 
the process has worked ever since government started in the 
Yukon. 

If the member thinks that we are going to have a situation 
where opposition members are phoning departments asking all 
kinds of questions, demanding all kinds of information, giving 
instructions to department officials, why don't we all just go 
home? We can sit out in the public and phone the departments, 
demanding that we need something and we need it right now. 
This is not the way that the democratic process works. I find it 
astounding that we are even having this discussion. I can point 
to every past government -- and the member is suggesting that 
this government has suddenly changed the policy. Absolutely 
not. 

That has not been the case whatsoever. This is the standard 
procedure that every government in this territory has followed 
time and time again through the fullness of time of governance 
here in the Yukon.  

There are all kinds of issues here that also demand a cross-
departmental assessment for response, because a litany of areas 
is being addressed by numerous agencies, departments and 
other entities within government. I find it, as I said, astounding 
that the member opposite would actually be asking us to allow 
a situation where any individual here could just phone into a 
department and demand information of a policy nature. That's 
why we have this institution; that's why we have debate; that's 
why we have votes; that's the purpose of the democratic proc-
ess. So, nyet, nix, no: we haven't changed the policy and we are 
not going to.  

I would encourage the members opposite to do the right 
thing. If you have issues, contact our ministers. That is the way 
to do things. Well, I just heard the Member for Mount Lorne 
saying half the time the members don't get an answer. Why is it 
then, on a daily basis, scores and scores of letters and other 
forms of correspondence are being signed off by the ministers, 
sent to opposition members, sent to the public, sent to groups, 
sent all over the territory -- I mean this suggestion is absurd. 
There is no policy change; we haven't changed the policy; past 
governments haven't changed the policy. It is the same one that 
has existed since the beginning. 
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Mr. Cardiff:   I find it astounding. The Premier has 
more experience in this Legislature than I do and I would have 
thought that, because of that, he has a better understanding of 
what it is I'm talking about. It's not necessarily us as members 
calling into departments and asking for loads and loads of in-
formation; it's calling in and asking for clarification on issues 
that are important to our constituents. A lot of times it would be 
much easier to get the answer from the front-line worker, and 
that way it would be easy for us to explain to our constituents 
what the problem is. 

It's not necessarily a policy matter. If the Premier thinks 
we're phoning into departments and giving them instructions 
about what they should be doing, he needs to give his head a 
shake. We understand that's not how it works. All we're asking 
for is a little respect, to be treated the same as the public. 

A member of the public can phone in and ask about an is-
sue that's important to them, something that has affected them 
and their life, and get an answer about it, but when I call up and 
I get a meeting or I get some information and I'm told, "This is 
the last time; the next time you have a question like this, you 
have to contact the minister responsible." This is when it's a 
pretty straightforward issue. Unfortunately the issue won't go 
away because that's the message I was given; it's going to con-
tinue. 

The Premier was pretty blunt in his response, and it doesn't 
sound like he's willing to make us more than second-class citi-
zens in this Legislature, and so I'll move on. I do have a couple 
of other quick questions, hopefully.  

In this budget, the line item for the $32.5 million, the min-
ister indicated that it's going to flow directly to First Nations. 
So it's a quick question. Hopefully the minister -- I don't know, 
maybe the process doesn't exist, but I'm wondering what the 
process is for individual First Nations, self-governing or not, 
members of Council of Yukon First Nations or not, to apply for 
and access this money? Are there criteria? How is it going to be 
divvied up, and what's the process for applying for it and re-
ceiving consideration? I guess the reason for that question is: 
what if there are requests for $70 million and there is only 
$32.5 million? 

Hon. Mr. Fentie:   I was just thinking of another "if," 
and it had to do with aunts and uncles, but I won't put that on 
the floor of the Legislature.  

But, look, we're going to transfer $32.5 million to First Na-
tion governments and allow those governments to develop a 
process that shares and distributes the $32.5 million. All we're 
doing is following the criteria that are laid out in Bill C-48. 
This is for affordable housing, multi-unit, single-unit, renova-
tions for whatever needs to be structurally fixed. These are the 
areas that they can invest in.  

But here's an interesting contrast again. Here's a govern-
ment that has heard on numerous occasions from that side of 
the House -- the members opposite, the official opposition, and 
indeed the third party -- about the disastrous relationship with 
First Nations in this territory. And here's another piece of evi-
dence that shows that the Yukon Party government is far ahead 
of the third party when it comes to First Nation relations by 
allowing them to make decisions as governments. 

Obviously, the third party is very concerned about allow-
ing First Nation governments to make their own decisions on 
behalf of their own citizens. Frankly, we are more than willing 
to flow these funds to First Nations for their disbursement and 
disposal on behalf of their citizens. That's why we entered into 
the arrangement we have entered into. It speaks volumes about 
our approach to relationship building with First Nations in 
comparison to the third party's. 

We already had a demonstration by the leader of the offi-
cial opposition on reducing the level of priority for First Nation 
relations in the Yukon government by creating a line depart-
ment minister and removing it from the Premier's office. We 
have kept it at the Premier's office, the highest office in the 
corporate structure of government, and we will continue to do 
so.  

We are certainly not going to start dictating to First Na-
tions what they are going to do as a government in making de-
cisions on behalf of their citizens. What we are going to do is 
continue to build a government-to-government relationship and 
partnership that was intended under the final agreements and 
the self-government agreements. It is all about building 
Yukon's future. The $32.5 million is certainly much about to-
day and the future -- enhancing and increasing our inventory of 
affordable housing here in Yukon in First Nation communities 
where we have demonstrated through our arrangement and 
joint-investment plan that we recognize the majority of needs 
are with First Nation communities.  

Mr. Cardiff:   The Premier is almost putting words in 
my mouth, it would seem. I don't have a problem with flowing 
$32.5 million for housing to First Nation governments at all. 
I'm not sure it's even enough to meet the needs that are out 
there.  

The Premier talks about entering into an arrangement. 
Maybe he could -- it's a little late; although there is still an hour 
-- ask someone to send that down and he could table that ar-
rangement in the Legislature here for us so we could all have a 
look at it. 

I guess what I am trying to get at is: when this $32.5 mil-
lion leaves the Executive Council Office, does it flow into one 
bank account to be distributed by First Nations for First Na-
tions, or is the Premier's signature going to be on each individ-
ual cheque? My understanding is that the Premier doesn't know 
that. Maybe he can make that arrangement that he has entered 
into available to us so we can all have a look at it and gain 
some understanding. 

The Premier doesn't want to share the information with the 
official opposition. It's pretty hard to sing from the same song 
sheet when he's holding all the song sheets. We don't even have 
a music stand to put the song sheet on. 

I want to move on, because time is short. I have one more 
question for the Premier. There is probably a litany of ques-
tions that we could ask the Premier in this department, because 
it is important. It may be small in the supplementary, but when 
one looks at how many pages it takes up and the responsibili-
ties of the Executive Council Office in the main budget, there is 
a lot of responsibility there.  
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One of the program objectives is to work with First Na-
tions and support the work of other departments to enhance 
economic partnerships and opportunities. It would seem to me 
that if the government is working with other departments -- for 
example, one might be the Department of Economic Develop-
ment, especially if economic opportunities and partnerships 
were to be enhanced. The Department of Education might be 
another one, because when economic opportunities and part-
nerships are being enhanced, education plays a key role in eco-
nomic opportunities for every Yukoner and community, First 
Nations or not. 

I'd like to know what role the Premier and this department 
play in the negotiation of what are known as IBAs -- impact-
benefit agreements -- with resource companies here in the 
Yukon. As much as the Minister of Economic Development 
would like to stand up and tell us how many people are work-
ing on any given project in the Yukon, the opportunities that 
are made available to people in communities aren't always 
there. The opportunities are to be bull cooks or cook's helpers 
or labourers. What needs to happen with these impact-benefit 
agreements -- and if the government has a role to play, they 
should be there fighting alongside communities and First Na-
tion governments to ensure those impact-benefit agreements 
are state-of-the-art, up-to-date, model impact-benefit agree-
ments that provide for training and the real jobs, the trades 
jobs. Trades training is a big part of what the Minister of Edu-
cation was talking about in his department today. 

We need to ensure they are afforded opportunities to re-
ceive training in trades, equipment operation and all those 
technical jobs, the ones with transferable skills that will allow 
them to work on those projects in their communities and will 
allow them to go to another community and also work on other 
projects. That's important. 

It's about ensuring that the agreements that are reached 
provide training and real job opportunities -- not job opportuni-
ties at the bottom of the scale, which is what is happening in so 
many instances. 

If the Executive Council Office doesn't have a role in as-
sisting First Nation governments and the work of other depart-
ments in this area, I think it should. I'd be interested to hear 
what the Premier and minister have to say about that.  

Hon. Mr. Fentie:   That is exactly what is happening. 
The Yukon government in its role through the Executive Coun-
cil Office, and indeed the land claims and implementation se-
cretariat and all other departments, are working diligently on 
encouraging the corporate community and First Nations to 
structure meaningful impact-benefit agreements. There are ex-
amples with Selkirk First Nation, Liard First Nation, the Ross 
River First Nation. Look at the corporate partnerships estab-
lished by Vuntut Gwitchin and others; there is a long list here 
and the member knows full well that that is exactly what we do 
as a public government.  

Let me remind the member about things like chapter 22 
under the land claims; we have an obligation. Let me remind 
the member of other commitments and obligations we have -- 
such as the Kwanlin Dun First Nation Final Agreement and 
capital investment by government of $3 million and over. It is 

all happening, but I am going to encourage the member oppo-
site to recognize that being a labourer is not somehow demean-
ing or diminishing someone's role in society. I hear the member 
talking about if you want to be an electrician -- well, does the 
member not look at the budget documents and the millions of 
dollars we have provided for training and the increased focus 
on trades and the amount of First Nations' attendance in institu-
tions like Yukon College? The amount of training we have 
done for heavy-equipment operators.  

What about the oil and gas training? First Nations are 
working on rigs. There is a Vuntut Gwitchin citizen who is 
very much involved with Devon, a major oil company that is 
actually running the Kotaneelee gas plant. The member has to 
get the facts straight; all these things are happening in the 
Yukon and let's not diminish the advancement that First Na-
tions have made. Further, let us not diminish the situation the 
Yukon is in today with the tremendous opportunity being pro-
vided to First Nations in many areas. 

Now, I cannot stand down on this debate without making 
mention of this assertion by the acting leader of the third party 
of being treated as a second-class citizen. What is the member 
talking about? Second-class citizen. That's a serious accusation 
and I don't accept it, and I'm going to say to the member oppo-
site that it's high time to raise the bar in this institution, in de-
bate. It has nothing to do with fact. No member opposite is 
being treated like a second-class citizen. In fact, we the gov-
ernment side are treating members opposite with the greatest 
respect and the highest degree of professionalism, because that 
is our duty and responsibility. It would be nice to get some re-
ciprocity once in awhile from the opposite side of the House in 
that regard. I think of instruments, like the much vaunted code 
of conduct, the contractual arrangement that the official opposi-
tion has, and yet we had the Member for Kluane on his feet 
here days ago, suggesting that the government has an employ-
ment office at the Adult Warehouse. You know, these are all 
examples of --  

Mr. Chair, before the members opposite head down these 
roads, have a look in the mirror, because if there is ever a case 
of the pot calling the kettle black, this is a prime example. To 
accuse this side of the House of treating individuals on that side 
of the House as second-class citizens is unacceptable, irrespon-
sible, has no place in this institution, no place in debate, and the 
member knows full well that access to information in this terri-
tory is at such a high level you can hardly pack the material out 
of an office at any given moment. You can access material and 
information virtually everywhere, whether you go to the coffee 
shop, to the government offices, to the Web sites, listening to 
the radio, reading the newspapers. It's everywhere. Information 
flow in the Yukon is constant, consistent, and it is based on 
transparency and full disclosure.  

Mr. Mitchell:    Yes, well, that was very interesting 
elocution on the part of the Premier. 

I would like to just correct the record on something. I will 
be careful how I do this, because I certainly don't want to im-
pute false or unavowed motives to another member. I will op-
erate on the presumption that the Premier was too busy to read 
other parties' positions or had a difficult time understanding 



December 13, 2006 HANSARD  329

them. I am sure that must be what it is -- a lack of understand-
ing -- because I know he would want to be accurate. 

A few minutes ago, the Premier said that the official oppo-
sition wanted to downgrade the standing on the relationship 
and the ministerial responsibilities to First Nations. That is 
simply not accurate. It is not correct. It is wrong. In point of 
fact, after consulting with a number of individual First Nation 
chiefs and the Grand Chief -- all of whom we asked this ques-
tion and all of whom were complaining that, under this minis-
ter's watch, they did not feel that land claims implementation 
was moving forward at a pace that was satisfactory to them or 
their people -- we suggested the possibility of having two min-
isters. The Premier would continue to act as the minister re-
sponsible for aboriginal affairs and would lead the negotiations, 
but to ensure that there would always be another voice at the 
table, there should be a minister responsible for implementa-
tion. So, there would be two -- two, deux, שתיים, dos, zwei. 

It is not downgrading, but increasing the emphasis that 
would be placed on it. Yes, there might have been some diffi-
culties in making it work. We acknowledge it in our discus-
sions with the chief as to where the division would be. There 
was no intention to downgrade it. I wouldn't want the minister 
to go home tonight worried that that would be the feeling on 
the opposition side -- that we were looking to downgrade it. I 
know that, in the interest of accuracy, he is always looking to 
be well informed. I just wanted to make sure that he remains 
so. 

Hon. Mr. Fentie:   Always willing to engage in vigor-
ous debate -- and I know the leader of the official opposition is 
having a bad day, but let's focus in on this issue of downgrade. 

I believe yesterday in this House a question was asked by a 
member of the official opposition to the Minister of Justice, 
alluding to the fact that the process the Minister of Justice is 
leading in partnership with First Nations has set back the con-
struction of a new facility. I find that somewhat similar to the 
word and definition of downgrading a relationship that is much 
more than building a jail or a warehouse, as the members oppo-
site would have it. Let's get serious here. 

The member can have it his way, whatever he promised 
the First Nations, whenever and whatever that may be -- that's 
the member's business. The government side is pretty clear on 
where it's going with its relationship with First Nations, be it 
the development of an act passed in this House called the Co-
operation in Governance Act or the creation of the Yukon fo-
rum. We can look at some of the examples of partnerships: the 
Children's Act review, education reform, corrections reform, a 
joint committee on making recommendations on a new facility 
for a correctional centre, the joint investment plan on northern 
housing trust, the joint process on the northern strategy. The list 
goes on and on. There's the trilateral agreement on the targeted 
investment program. I think the government side has ample 
evidence for demonstrating the level of relationship that we are 
delivering on in all its facets. 

For the member opposite, have it your way. Whatever the 
member committed to First Nations is the member's business, 
but the government will continue on its course of building 

Yukon's future with meaningful partnerships with First Nations 
as the final agreements intended us to do. 

Mr. Mitchell:    Well, as much as there is a temptation 
to carry forward with the debate, in the interest of time and 
knowing that there are departments to discuss in this very ab-
breviated session, I would now request unanimous consent of 
Committee of the Whole to deem all lines in Vote 2, Executive 
Council Office, cleared or carried, as required.  

Unanimous consent re deeming all lines in Vote 2, 
Executive Council Office, cleared or carried 

Chair:   Mr. Mitchell has requested the unanimous con-
sent of the Committee to deem all lines in Vote 2, Executive 
Council Office, cleared or carried, as required. Are you agreed? 

All Hon. Members:   Agreed.  
Chair:   Unanimous consent has been granted. 
On Operation and Maintenance Expenditures 
Total Operation and Maintenance Expenditures in the 

amount of $2,484,000 agreed to 
On Capital Expenditures 
Total Capital Expenditures in the amount of $32,500,000 

agreed to 
Executive Council Office agreed to 
 
Department of Finance 
Chair:   We will now proceed with Vote 12, Depart-

ment of Finance. 
Hon. Mr. Fentie:   Mr. Chair, I have some brief intro-

ductory remarks.  
It is indeed my pleasure to introduce once again the 2006-

07 Supplementary Estimates No. 1 for the Department of Fi-
nance. On the operation and maintenance side of the depart-
ment, the increase requested is $113,000, which brings the re-
vised operation and maintenance vote for the department to 
$5,408,000. This increase is made up of two components. The 
first component is a revote of $184,000 to cover the energy 
rebate program, which extended beyond last fiscal year-end, 
and two small administrative projects also started in the last 
fiscal year that carried over beyond March 31. The second 
component is the reduction in the personnel allotment of 
$71,000 due to the transfer of an FTE from the Department of 
Finance to the Public Service Commission. The transfer was 
agreed to by all parties and relates to the support for the human 
resource information system.  

On the revenue side, the department is requesting an in-
crease to the departmental revenues of $3 million and addi-
tional transfers from Canada in the amount of $49,464,000. 

Several of these transfers from Canada are new and are 
largely made up of the various trust funds recently established 
by Canada for Yukon. Although expenditures from these vari-
ous trusts will eventually be expended by various departments, 
the revenues are being reflected in the estimates for Finance to 
ensure that the presentation is consistent with the public ac-
counts. 

This change in presentation was done based on a recom-
mendation by the Auditor General of Canada. Reflected in the 
revenues for the department are amounts listed for post-
secondary infrastructure trusts, northern housing trust, grant 
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from Canada, public transit capital trust and affordable housing 
trust. 

There are also some downward adjustments to reflect the 
timing of when we receive some transfers from Canada under 
various initiatives, such as wait-times reduction, public health 
and immunization trusts and northern strategy trusts. These are 
reflected in the 2005-06 public accounts as previously men-
tioned. 

As a result of these additional funds being available for in-
vestment, together with other available funds, the department is 
anticipating an increase in investment income of $3 million. 

I will now be very pleased to take on questions from the 
members opposite, and I think the introductory remarks dem-
onstrate clearly that the Department of Finance's supplementary 
request is very simple and concise and succinct in nature. 

Mr. Mitchell:    Well, the Premier, the Minister of Fi-
nance, previously suggested that he thought I was having a bad 
day. I am having a perfectly lovely day and I am sure he is as 
well. 

In the spirit of keeping it a lovely day, I would suggest that 
the combination of the debate that we engaged in under general 
debate previously and the minister's explanations here regard-
ing the two small requests for operation and maintenance ex-
penditures as well as the significant changes in funding reve-
nues coming in are satisfactory, and we have no questions at 
this point.  

I would request unanimous consent of Committee of the 
Whole to deem all lines in Vote 12, Department of Finance, 
cleared or carried, as required. 

Unanimous consent re deeming all lines in Vote 12, 
Department of Finance, cleared or carried 

Chair:   Mr. Mitchell has requested the unanimous con-
sent of the Committee to deem all lines in Vote 12, Department 
of Finance, cleared or carried, as required. Are you agreed? 

All Hon. Members:  Agreed. 
Chair:   Unanimous consent has been granted. 
On Operation and Maintenance Expenditures 
Total Operation and Maintenance Expenditures in the 

amount of $113,000 agreed to 
Department of Finance agreed to 
 
Yukon Housing Corporation 
Chair:   We will now proceed with Yukon Housing 

Corporation, Vote 18. 
Hon. Mr. Kenyon:   I'm very happy to start while the 

officials are coming down. 
Mr. Chair, I'm presenting a supplementary budget today 

for approximately $1.3 million in capital expenditures, with a 
matching recovery of $1.2 million. This supplementary budget 
is primarily a revote from the previous year's budget that was 
allocated for affordable housing and will be applied to com-
plete work under the same program this fiscal year. 

The client-focused programs of Yukon Housing Corpora-
tion are consistently accessed by Yukoners year after year. This 
government is gratified to lead an organization that allows 
Yukoners to improve their quality of living, the energy effi-

ciency of their homes, and ultimately to reduce negative im-
pacts on the environment. 

The green home mortgage, accommodating the home 
mortgage and home repair programs, provides a standard of 
development that will see positive results for years to come. 
The affordable housing initiative produces home designs that 
are barrier-free and energy efficient. We are seeing increasing 
market demand for these features by young families and sen-
iors as witnessed in the Falcon Ridge development project. 

Every day during the construction season, we see new 
homes being built. Whitehorse has seen in excess of 150 resi-
dential building starts to date this year. Our home ownership 
program has shown a surge in uptakes since last year at this 
time. This, of course, has a directly positive impact on the 
housing industry and the Yukon's economy. 

What is happening outside the City of Whitehorse? In 
Yukon's rural communities an additional 108 new homes have 
been started this year, and many of these builders have taken 
advantage of the Yukon Housing Corporation's programs. 

Through our social housing program we are pursuing the 
development of a six-unit seniors housing complex in Haines 
Junction. We've had an excellent working relationship with 
representatives from that community, and they've added great 
value to the project through their insight and contributions. 

Many seniors are reluctant to leave a home they've enjoyed 
for many years and move into government-owned housing, so 
this is a major step in one's life. However, there are circum-
stances where, with some upgrades to fixtures and other fea-
tures of the home, seniors will be able to remain much longer 
where they feel comfortable and safe. 

This government supports the accommodating home stan-
dards, which will allow seniors to live longer in their existing 
homes with some required upgrades. There are seniors all 
across the territory who will now have that very opportunity. 

In Dawson, Carmacks, Watson Lake, Teslin and Mayo, we 
are repairing roofs, replacing windows, doors and furnaces, as 
well as updating appliances in Yukon Housing Corporation 
housing stock. 

Work on renovating and rehabilitating both social and staff 
housing units is an ongoing activity that provides employment 
and an infusion of dollars to those in our rural communities. It 
also provides clean, comfortable and reliable living conditions 
for our clients. 

Speaking of clean, comfortable and reliable living condi-
tions, I would like to remind members of this House that the 
Yukon Housing Corporation will soon be taking possession of 
48 new housing units, presently known as the athletes village. 
The corporation will look after the necessary maintenance ser-
vices in conjunction with the Property Management Agency of 
Highways and Public Works from the date of takeover. 

At their December 1 meeting, the Yukon Housing Corpo-
ration Board of Directors directed the staff to proceed with the 
planning for the utilization of the athletes village building as a 
dedicated seniors facility. With our growing seniors population, 
this is the most appropriate use of the building into the future. 
The board directed the staff to consult with the seniors popula-
tion on the planning and transition process and, to this end, the 
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Yukon Housing Corporation staff has already met with the 
Yukon Council on Aging representatives and will meet with 
the various tenants associations over the coming weeks. 

The Yukon Housing Corporation is a part of the Yukon 
community. Whether here in Whitehorse or out in the commu-
nities, the Yukon Housing Corporation provides programs and 
services that Yukoners want and benefit from. 

The programs we offer are designed to help Yukoners re-
pair and upgrade their homes or to help them purchase homes 
in areas where mortgages can be difficult to obtain. They are 
designed to provide housing for those with special needs and 
for seniors who wish to remain in existing homes.  

All Yukon Housing Corporation's programs and services 
are designed to assist the Yukon public in either acquiring 
housing or improving the housing they currently have. I am 
pleased that, with the input provided by the community boards, 
which I had the pleasure of meeting last week, it is directed 
toward ensuring that our programs meet their priority needs. 
My meeting with them on December 1 confirmed that the posi-
tive directions being taken by the Yukon Housing Corporation 
are timely and appropriate. 

Mr. Chair, it will be my pleasure to respond to any ques-
tions in general debate, prior to line-by-line review. 

Chair:   Is there any general debate? Seeing none, we 
will proceed line by line. 

Mr. Fairclough:   Mr. Chair, I seek unanimous consent 
of Committee of the Whole to deem all lines in Vote 18, Yukon 
Housing Corporation, cleared or carried, as required. 

Unanimous consent re deeming all lines in Vote 18, 
Yukon Housing Corporation, cleared or carried 

Chair:   Mr. Fairclough has requested the unanimous 
consent of Committee of the Whole to deem all lines in Vote 
18, Yukon Housing Corporation, cleared or carried, as re-
quired. Are you agreed? 

All Hon. Members:   Agreed.  
Chair:   Unanimous consent has been granted. 
On Capital Expenditures 
Total Capital Expenditures in the amount of $1,325,000 

agreed to 
Yukon Housing Corporation agreed to 
 
Chair:   We will proceed with Energy, Mines and Re-

sources, Vote 53. 
Hon. Mr. Lang:   May we have a 10-minute recess, so 

my support people can be here? 
Chair:   We will recess for five minutes. 
 
Recess 
 
Chair:   Committee of the Whole will now come to 

order.  
 
Department of Energy, Mines and Resources 
Chair:   The matter before the Committee is Bill No. 3, 

Second Appropriation Act, 2006-07, Vote 53, Department of 
Energy, Mines and Resources.  

Hon. Mr. Lang:  I am pleased to introduce the second 
reading of the 2006-07 supplementary estimates for the De-
partment of Energy, Mines and Resources. The Department of 
Energy, Mines and Resources requests $1,107,000 for the 
2006-07 Supplementary Estimates No. 1. Of this total, 
$307,000 is for the operation and maintenance and $800,000 is 
for capital.  

Energy, Mines and Resources is continuing to develop 
Yukon's vast natural resources and contribute to a strong, pri-
vate sector economy. We are creating a positive investment 
climate capable of attracting private sector investment, devel-
oping regulatory certainty and partnering with First Nation 
governments. 

This budget includes $150,000 for the Kaska Forest Re-
sources Stewardship Council. These funds provide for Kaska 
participation in resource planning in southeast Yukon and will 
result in a forest management plan for southeast Yukon being 
finalized. 

$412,000 is for planning agricultural land development in 
the Marshall Creek area just east of Haines Junction. A total of 
15 lots are planned for this development with the first six lots 
expected to be available by lottery in February of 2007. The 
nine remaining lots will be made available in future offerings. 
Planning agricultural land development supports the agricul-
tural sector and demonstrates a consistent approach to making 
land available to all Yukoners. 

Within these O&M supplementary estimates, Energy, 
Mines and Resources has the following revotes: there will be 
$65,000 to support major mine projects permitting in the area 
of environmental assessment, regulatory coordination and rec-
lamation security. As well there is an additional $46,000 for 
community consultation work and participation by the Ross 
River Dena Council and Liard First Nation in the technical 
review of Yukon Zinc Wolverine project. There will be 
$46,000 for completing the oil and gas royalty regulations to 
provide certainty to the industry.  

Within our capital supplementary estimates, Energy, 
Mines and Resources has the following revotes: there is 
$244,000 for forest engineering in the southeast Yukon and in 
the Dawson City region. These funds are required to identify an 
interim wood supply in southeast Yukon and help ensure full 
First Nation involvement in the planning process for the Daw-
son area. This continues our support of the forest industry and a 
sustainable community-based approach to forest management.   

There will be $38,000 for forest silviculture to complete 
the reforestation program near Dawson City and for the silvi-
culture assessment in southeast Yukon. 

There will be $94,000 for participation in the public hear-
ing of the National Energy Board and the Joint Review Panel 
for the Mackenzie Gas Project. This ensures that the concerns 
and interests of Yukoners are fully represented in the 
Mackenzie Valley natural gas pipeline project.  

There is another $32,000 for the Alaska Highway Aborigi-
nal Pipeline Coalition to meet our commitments to the coalition 
and support the valuable work that is being done.  

This supplementary budget will assist this government in 
achieving a prosperous and diversified Yukon economy. 
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Thank you, Mr. Chair. 
Mr. McRobb:   We have 20 minutes left in this sitting. 

We could maybe get a few questions in if the minister wants to 
cooperate. Obviously, if he wants to stand up and give another 
20-minute speech, we may not get any answers to my first 
question. Let's test his level of cooperation.  

I want to ask him about land. There have been a lot of land 
issues, some involving this minister. I raised this issue the other 
day in Question Period. Can he tell us what his plan is to ad-
vance land use planning in the territory and the process of land 
dispositions to try to move beyond these conflicts Yukoners are 
getting used to? 

Hon. Mr. Lang:   Land use planning is being done and, 
hopefully in the new year, we'll be finalizing north Yukon's 
plan. We're working with the Peel and Snake River plan with 
the northern community; the Dawson City plan is in the start-
up phase. 

We are positively working with the Yukon citizens on land 
planning. Hopefully by the end of next year, we could have two 
or three of these plans in the final stages. 

Mr. McRobb:   I thank the minister for the brevity of 
his answer but not so much for the substance of the answer. On 
the land use planning, he refers to the mandate of the Yukon 
Land Use Planning Council and not so much the responsibili-
ties of the lands branch, which is in his department. He particu-
larly avoided any mention of the need for land use planning in 
areas like the Shallow Bay area and other areas where there are 
conflicts going on now. 

I would like to ask this question again, and I would like to 
have him comment on what he's doing to advance land use 
planning in these areas of conflict, especially in the Whitehorse 
area. Second, I asked about land dispositions. He talks about 
some lots opening up. I would like to know what changes in the 
process he will make to avoid these conflicts. 

I want him to answer again regarding these two areas of 
land. 

Hon. Mr. Lang:   The member must not have been lis-
tening yesterday when I did a complete review of how Com-
munity Services and Energy, Mines and Resources will go for-
ward with managing land dispositions within the City of 
Whitehorse. 

As far as the land outside the municipality, Energy, Mines 
and Resources has obligations and we're working in that area. 
There's pressure on us for agricultural land, and there's pressure 
for rural residential and for rural recreational. We're addressing 
all those land issues and moving forward. 

We're looking forward to finalizing the land use plans in 
north Yukon and working so that all eight regions in question 
are finalized. I am very happy to report that the two in north 
Yukon are going ahead in a very businesslike fashion. Again, 
Dawson City is starting up, and the plan is for the commission 
and the councils to work together to move the land use plan-
ning from north to south and eventually cover the whole of the 
territory. I think the council and the commission have been 
working very positively, and I think it's going to bear fruit once 
we have Dawson behind us and we move south of there. Of 
course, we all know that there are eight regions in the Yukon 

and that we have an obligation under the final agreements that 
we'll work together and get those land use plans out so that we 
can move forward with managing the land in the Yukon. I think 
in answer to the member opposite, four years ago, when we as 
a government took the files over and moved forward, there had 
been no complete land use plans, and they had been working at 
them for many governments. 

I would like to compliment the commission and the coun-
cil for their hard work and the government for the aggressive-
ness that we've been showing the file to we can complete land 
use planning -- another obligation that this government has -- 
so that we can plan the dispositions in and around the City of 
Whitehorse, and in the municipalities. These municipalities 
outside of Whitehorse have land issues too, so as you see, we 
have a full plate. I think the government is doing an exceptional 
job of moving forward. There are challenges, like any other 
government issue, and as minister I accept that challenge, as I 
have done for the last four years. I'd like to compliment the 
staff I have at Energy, Mines and Resources and the land 
branch. They've done an exceptional job of moving on after 
devolution. 

I will remind everyone that this government, only two and 
a half years ago, took over the responsibility for our land. I say 
kudos to the department. As far as the member opposite's con-
cerns about land use planning, we are moving ahead with it as 
fast as we can and as aggressively as we can. We have to re-
member that we want to have the best land use plan possible 
when we leave these areas because we are going to have to 
work with them down the road. They have to be done well. 
Everything takes a bit more time than it should but, in the end, 
north Yukon will have three land use plans that will work for 
all Yukoners. 

Mr. McRobb:   If I could use a sports analogy, and par-
ticularly in relation to a football game, here we are with about 
14 minutes left. We are in hurry-up offence. If there was a refe-
ree on the floor, the minister would be called for a time-count 
violation. Again he reverted to giving advertisements about the 
good work he and his government are doing and a lot of back-
patting instead of sticking to the issues.  

Before I leave the area of land use planning, I want to ask 
the minister if there are any plans to launch a fast-track land 
use planning unit within his department -- anything to try to 
resolve these land use disputes around the capital city? Second 
-- I don't know if I should wait for him to get his instructions 
from the House leader.  

Second, can he give us a year when he feels that the land 
use plan for the Whitehorse area will be complete? 

Hon. Mr. Lang:   I am amazed that the member oppo-
site speaks of fast-track land use planning. In other words, we 
should short-circuit the Umbrella Final Agreement and the 
agreements we have signed with First Nations and how this 
process should work. This is an open and transparent govern-
ment. There is a process. If the member opposite thinks you 
can fast-track land use planning, I am not sure what kind of 
land use planning would come out at the other end. I am ap-
palled that the member opposite would even mention fast-
tracking something as important as land use planning. 
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We certainly are concerned about the timelines, but we're 
not prepared to fast-track it, nor short-circuit our agreements 
with the First Nations. We're doing the job. We're doing the 
hard work of government. At the end, there's going to be land 
use plans for eight areas in the Yukon, and that's a commitment 
that this government makes on the floor here today. There will 
be no fast-tracking land use planning because of the urgency of 
the moment. This isn't a knee-jerk government. This govern-
ment has obligations to a process that we're working with and, 
at the end of the day, with the results we have in north Yukon 
on the table today, the system works. 

Mr. McRobb:   Well, you know, it's almost humorous 
when you realize what the minister just said. To the Yukon 
Party -- it seems they cut everybody out of the process and 
make a decision in the back room, or do nothing at all. There's 
no middle ground. There's no process of, maybe, a fast re-
sponse to an issue or an area that's up for development. It's all 
or nothing with this gang. And I think that's what causes a lot 
of the problems in the territory -- the government doesn't un-
derstand there is a lot of middle ground that could be taken to 
the benefit of Yukoners, such as responding to areas that need 
land use planning "in a timely time", as the minister would say.  

The minister didn't answer the second part of the question. 
Rather than just accept it as business as usual, I'm going to 
have to ask him to try to respond to the question, which was: 
can he give us a date when he expects the land use plan for the 
Whitehorse area to be complete? 

Hon. Mr. Lang:   Again, I listen to the member oppo-
site -- we have obligations in our final agreements, we have a 
process, and we follow the process. We find that if we start in 
north Yukon and work south, it's a better land use plan because 
of the consistency of doing issues that address issues that we 
did already.  

The commission and the council are all working on these 
issues. I'm not going to put a date on when we'll have the 
Whitehorse periphery and land use plan, but I'll tell the member 
opposite that this government has done more work in four years 
on these land use plans and has produced more product than 
any other government had done in 10 years, and that is a fact. 
You only have to look at what the product is. 

So when the member opposite talks about fast-tracking be-
cause of a certain issue and that, somehow, this government 
will make a land use plan that doesn't have all the partners and 
stakeholders at the table, we're not prepared to do that. We're 
prepared to do the hard work that this government does on a 
daily basis to get a land use plan in eight of the regions that 
work for all Yukoners. We've done it; we have two almost fin-
ished; a third is on the way and we're confident we'll be looking 
at massive progress no later than the year 2008 on those three. 

We've done our job. The member opposite can stand up 
and criticize the process, but this government is not prepared to 
fast-track land use planning because of an issue of the day. 
We'll do that hard work; the commission and the council will 
work in their areas; we'll have representation from all stake-
holders; we work in partnership with the First Nations in their 
traditional territory; we're committed to doing that. 

We've signed an agreement for the regions. We've agreed 
on the eight areas; we've agreed on the individuals or makeup 
of the councils and the commission; we're working on a daily, 
weekly and monthly basis with them and the product is there. 
We see product. 

I'm very pleased with the groups that are working on north 
Yukon. I look forward to signing off on those plans and we 
look forward to moving ahead on the other five areas. 

 Mr. McRobb:   You know, I think this minister might 
have a career as a stand-up comedian after he is done with poli-
tics. 

Now I want to switch gears and ask him about the pipeline. 
The latest news out of the N.W.T. is pretty well that the 
Mackenzie gas pipeline is in gridlock, and then up in Alaska 
the news is the former governor -- by the way, if you didn't 
catch the story today, the new governor is going to list his pri-
vate jet for sale on eBay, so perhaps our Premier might be in-
terested in bidding on that, because, really, his role model was 
the former Governor Murkowski from Alaska. Anyway, things 
in Alaska are changing, and what's the latest on the pipeline? 
There has been no news out of this minister, and who knows if 
he is even on tap with this thing or in the pipeline loop. Can he 
tell us what's the latest inside knowledge about the dates, the 
timelines -- I know he couldn't answer it last year. Let's give 
him a chance. It's the end of the year coming up. The new year 
is not far away. It's time for reflection and everything else. Let's 
see how he does on this one. 

Hon. Mr. Lang:   Thank you, Mr. Chair. In answering 
the question from the member opposite, of course, this gov-
ernment has been very positive in working with Yukoners on 
the question of pipelines. We have the Mackenzie Valley pipe-
line, which the member opposite said is in gridlock. I don't be-
lieve that, but that is the member's opinion across the floor. 
They're looking at the environmental overview as we speak 
today. This government has worked with the NEB to make sure 
that we are part and parcel of any decisions that are made on 
that pipeline. We were very aggressive at getting the NEB to do 
a hearing here in Whitehorse. That was held and was a very 
positive move on our part, on this government's part, and we 
are working with the NEB to make sure that anything that hap-
pens in the Mackenzie Valley -- that none of our resources will 
be stranded. It's very important for us as a jurisdiction that we 
get access not only to the pipeline for our resources but also 
that we have access north of 60 for employment, for contract-
ing, and all those issues are things that this department has been 
very positive on, and this government has been acting in a very 
positive way. 

As far as the change of government in Alaska is con-
cerned, that happens in January. It's coming up. They have a 
new governor. They have a new overview of an idea of what 
they perceive the Alaska Highway pipeline to be. We are going 
to have to wait to see what the producers say. This government 
is not going to make the decision as to whether or not the pipe-
line will be started. It will be up to the producers to do that.  

We will certainly work with any pipeline that comes 
through our territory. That is why the aboriginal pipeline group 
is doing their hard work and, of course, the government does 
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our hard work overseeing what is happening in other jurisdic-
tions. You understand that the Governor of Alaska has respon-
sibilities for the gas because the gas is a natural resource of the 
State of Alaska. It is very important that the Alaskans get the 
maximum benefit from that resource. This government respects 
that and will work with whatever government is in Alaska to 
make some of the decisions a bit easier for that jurisdiction. In 
the new year, there will be communication between us and also 
a visit between us and the Alaskan government so that we can 
get to know each other and talk about the vision the new gov-
ernor has with respect to the pipeline. 

This pipeline has been an ongoing issue since it was an-
nounced in 1978. We are certainly not going to hang our hats 
on a decision here today on whether the Alaska Highway pipe-
line in actuality is going to be a finished product.  

When the member opposite talks about dates -- it would be 
irresponsible for any government to mention dates because I 
don't even have the start-up date.  

I respect the Member for Kluane's concerns about his rid-
ing because this pipeline would have an impact on his riding. I 
can ask questions about the pipeline without making dates and 
commitments -- no government on this side of the border could 
make those. 

We certainly have a partnership now. The Premier has 
been working with the other jurisdictions, whether it is Alaska, 
Northwest Territories, B.C. or Alberta, to make sure that we are 
in the loop on whatever decisions are made. We are kept 
abreast of what is happening, and I can tell the member oppo-
site that at the moment the government is changing in Alaska 
and, of course, the new governor will be taking over in January. 
At the end of that process, we will be contacting the govern-
ment and quizzing them on what their overview is and what 
their ideas are for the pipeline and what their dates are. 

I imagine the corporate citizens in the business are very in-
terested in getting access to the governor and the new govern-
ment to see just exactly what her vision is on where she sees 
the new government would go with this pipeline, understanding 
that the last governor was very active on the pipeline file and 
was trying to move it forward.  

He wasn't successful so we have to work with the new 
government and the new Governor of Alaska to make sure that 
at the end of the day, if we are in any kind of decision-making 
process, we have a heads-up so we as a government can make 
decisions, as the member opposite is requesting, and also can at 
that point give him dates, which he is very fixed on -- start-up 
dates and, of course, completion dates and dates on things like 
that. We can't do that without consulting with the other gov-
ernments that had the issues -- 

Some Hon. Member:   (Inaudible)  
Hon. Mr. Lang:   Mr. Chair, I have the floor. 
Chair:   Mr. Lang does have the floor.  
Hon. Mr. Lang:   Thank you, Mr. Chair.  
In answering the question -- the member opposite asked 

questions about the pipeline and issues around that. The pipe-
line is a big issue. For me to stand up here and talk for five 
minutes on a project that big would be folly.  

Let's review what I said. I can't give you dates. I am not 
committing to give you dates. This government is going to 
work very, very hard and do the hard work to work with our 
partners in Alaska to get a heads-up on any decisions that are 
corporately made by the corporate identity, which are the three 
oil companies that own -- 

Termination of sitting as per Standing Order 76(1) 
Chair:   Order please. The time has reached 5:00 p.m., 

on this, the 12th day of the 2006 fall sitting. Members will be 
aware that the House gave unanimous consent on November 
29, 2006 to this fall sitting closing on today's date. 

Also, the House, at that time, agreed by unanimous con-
sent that the provisions of Standing Order 76 should apply on 
this date in the same fashion as if this closing day had been 
established pursuant to Standing Order 75. Standing Order 
76(1) states: "On the day that the Assembly has reached the 
maximum number of days allocated for that sitting pursuant to 
Standing Order 75, the Chair of the Committee of the Whole, if 
the Assembly is in Committee of the Whole at the time, shall 
interrupt proceedings at 5:00 p.m. and, with respect to each 
government bill before Committee that the government House 
leader directs to be called, shall:  

"(a) put the question on any amendment then before the 
Committee; 

"(b) put the question, without debate on amendment, on a 
motion moved by a minister that the bill, including all clauses, 
schedules, title and preamble, be deemed to be read and car-
ried; 

"(c) put the question on a motion moved by a minister that 
the bill be reported to the Assembly; and 

"(d) when all bills have been dealt with, recall the Speaker 
to the Chair to report on the proceedings of the Committee." 

It is the duty of the Chair to now conduct the business of 
the Committee of the Whole in the manner directed by Stand-
ing Order 76(1).  

The Chair would now ask the government House leader to 
indicate whether Bill No. 3, the only bill now before the Com-
mittee of the Whole, should be called. 

Hon. Mr. Cathers:   The government directs that Bill 
No. 3 be called at this time. 

Chair:   The Committee will now deal with Bill No. 3, 
Second Appropriation Act, 2006-07. The Chair will now recog-
nize Mr. Fentie as the sponsor of Bill No. 3 for the purpose of 
moving a motion, pursuant to Standing Order 76.(1)(b).  

Hon. Mr. Fentie:   Mr. Chair, I move 
THAT all clauses, schedules and the title of Bill No. 3, en-

titled Second Appropriation Act, 2006-07, be deemed to be 
read and carried. 

Chair:   It has been moved by Mr. Fentie 
THAT all clauses, schedules and the title of Bill No. 3, en-

titled, Second Appropriation Act, 2006-07, be deemed to be 
read and carried. As no debate or amendment is permitted, I 
shall now put the question. Are you agreed? 

Some Hon. Members:  Agree. 
Some Hon. Members:   Disagree. 
Chair:   I think the ayes have it. 
Motion agreed to 
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On Operation and Maintenance Expenditures 
Total Operation and Maintenance Expenditures in the 

amount of $29,017,000 agreed to 
On Capital Expenditures 
Total Capital Expenditures in the amount of $76,581,000 

agreed to 
On Clause 1 
Clause 1 agreed to 
On Clause 2 
Clause 2 agreed to 
On Clause 3 
Clause 3 agreed to 
On Schedule A 
Schedule A agreed to 
On Schedule B Grants 
Schedule B Grants agreed to 
On Title 
Title agreed to 
 
Hon. Mr. Fentie:   I move that you report Bill No. 3 

without amendment. 
Chair:   It has been moved by Mr. Fentie that Bill No. 3 

be reported without amendment. As no debate or amendment is 
permitted, I shall now put the question. Are you agreed? 

Some Hon. Members:   Agree. 
Some Hon. Members:   Disagree. 
Chair:   I think the ayes have it.  
Motion agreed to 
 
Chair:   As all government bills remaining in Commit-

tee of the Whole have now been decided upon, it is my duty to 
rise and report to the House. 

 
Speaker resumes the Chair 
 
Speaker:   I will now call the House to order. May the 

House have a report from the Chair of Committee of the 
Whole? 

Chair's report 
 Mr. Nordick:     Mr. Speaker, Committee of the Whole 

has considered Bill No. 3, entitled Second Appropriation Act, 
2006-07, and directed me to report it without amendment. 

Speaker:   You have heard the report from the Chair of 
Committee of the Whole. Are you agreed? 

Some Hon. Members:   Agreed. 
Speaker:   I declare the report carried. 
Members will be aware that the House gave unanimous 

consent on November 29, 2006, to this fall sitting closing on 
today's date. Also, the House at that time agreed by unanimous 
consent that the provisions of Standing Order 76 should apply 
on this date in the same fashion as if this closing day had been 
established pursuant to Standing Order 75. 

Standing Order 76(2)(d) states: "On the sitting day that the 
Assembly has reached the maximum number of sitting days 
allocated for that Sitting pursuant to the Standing Order 75, the 
Speaker of the Assembly, when recalled to the Chair after the 
House has been in Committee of the Whole, shall: …  

"(d) with respect to each government bill standing in the 
Order Paper for third reading and designated to be called by the 
Government House Leader, 

 "(i) receive a motion for Third Reading and passage of 
the bill, and  
 "(ii) put the question, without debate or amendment, 
on that motion." 
I shall, therefore, ask the government House leader to indi-

cate whether Bill No. 3, the only bill now standing at third 
reading, should be called. 

Hon. Mr. Cathers:   Thank you, Mr. Speaker. The gov-
ernment directs that Bill No. 3 be called for third reading at this 
time. 

GOVERNMENT BILLS 
Bill No. 3: Third Reading 

Clerk:    Third reading, Bill No. 3, standing in the name 
of the Hon. Mr. Fentie. 

Hon. Mr. Fentie:   My apologies, Mr. Clerk. I know 
that you are retiring, but I'm not trying to rush you out the door. 

I move that Bill No. 3, entitled Second Appropriation Act, 
2006-07, be now read a third time and do pass. 

Speaker:   It has been moved by the Premier that Bill 
No. 3, entitled Second Appropriation Act, 2006-07, be now 
read a third time and do pass. As no debate or amendment is 
permitted, I shall now put the question. 

Are you agreed? 
Some Hon. Members:   Division. 

Division 
Speaker:   Division has been called. 
Mr. Clerk, please poll the House. 
Hon. Mr. Fentie:   Agree. 
Hon. Mr. Cathers:   Agree. 
Hon. Ms. Taylor:    Agree. 
Hon. Mr. Kenyon:   Agree. 
Hon. Mr. Rouble:   Agree. 
Hon. Mr. Lang:   Agree. 
Hon. Ms. Horne:   Agree. 
Hon. Mr. Hart:   Agree. 
Mr. Nordick:    Agree. 
Mr. Mitchell:    Disagree. 
Mr. McRobb:   Disagree. 
Mr. Elias:   Disagree. 
Mr. Fairclough:   Disagree. 
Mr. Inverarity:   Disagree. 
Mr. Cardiff:   Disagree. 
Mr. Edzerza:   Disagree. 
Clerk:   Mr. Speaker, the results are nine yea, seven 

nay. 
Speaker:   The yeas have it. I declare the motion car-

ried.  
Motion for third reading of Bill No. 3 agreed to 
Speaker:   I declare that Bill No. 3 has passed this 

House. 
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We are now prepared to receive the Commissioner, in her 
capacity as Lieutenant Governor, to grant assent to the bills 
which have passed this House. 

 
Commissioner enters the Chamber, announced by the Ser-

geant-at-Arms  

ASSENT TO BILLS 
Commissioner:   Please be seated. 
Speaker:   Madam Commissioner, the Assembly has, at 

its present session, passed certain bills to which in the name 
and on behalf of the Assembly, I respectfully request your as-
sent.  

Clerk:   Act to Amend the Income Tax Act; Fourth Ap-
propriation Act, 2005-06; and Second Appropriation Act, 2006-
07. 

Commissioner:   I hereby assent to the bills as enumer-
ated by the Clerk.  

At this time, I get an opportunity to say a few words as we 
close for the Christmas season. As we begin the holiday, I wish 
you all the best. Taking time for family, friends and just to have 
a rest from the hustle and bustle of the world and this House is 
so important at all times of the year but it is especially mean-
ingful at Christmas.  

There are several events that I would like to remind you of. 
The first is the 50th anniversary of the Yukon Coat of Arms and 
I will be hosting a tea in the Government of Yukon cafeteria 
from 2:00 to 3:30 p.m. on December 20.  

As has been the custom, I will be hosting a New Year's 
Levee on January 1 from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m., again in the Gov-
ernment of Yukon building. I look forward to welcoming in the 
year 2007 with everyone and to celebrating the accomplish-
ments of many Yukoners. Perhaps I will see you at one or both 
of these events.  

Now, in the spirit of the season, bless you and yours, and 
Merry Christmas. 

 
Commissioner leaves the Chamber 
 
Speaker:   I will now call the House to order.  
As the House has reached the maximum number of days 

permitted for this fall sitting as established pursuant to unani-
mous consent of the House on November 29, 2006, and the 
House has completed consideration of the designated legisla-
tion, it is the duty of the Chair to declare that this House now 
stands adjourned. 

Merry Christmas to you all. 
 
The House adjourned at 5:15 p.m.  
 
 
 
The following Sessional Papers were tabled December 

13, 2006: 
 
06-1-15 
Yukon Human Rights Commission 2005-06 Annual Re-

port  (Speaker Staffen) 

 
06-1-16 
Yukon Arts Centre 2005-06 Annual Report  (Taylor) 
 
06-1-17 
Yukon Advisory Council on Women's Issues 2005-06 An-

nual Report  (Taylor) 
 
 
06-1-18 
Yukon Liquor Corporation 2005-06 Annual Report (Ken-

yon) 
 
 
 
 

The following documents were filed December 13, 2006: 
 
06-1-11 
Health Care Insurance Programs, Health Services Branch: 

Statement of Revenue and Expenditures for fiscal years 1998-
99 to 2005-06 (Cathers) 

 
06-1-12 
Correctional Redevelopment “Draft” Strategic Plan  

(Horne) 
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