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Yukon Legislative Assembly
Whitehorse, Yukon
Monday, February 7, 2011 — 1:00 p.m.

Speaker: I will now call the House to order. We will
proceed at this time with prayers.

Prayers
DAILY ROUTINE

Speaker:  We will proceed at this time with the Order
Paper.

Tributes.

Introduction of visitors.

Returns or documents for tabling.
Are there any reports of committees?
Are there any petitions?

Any bills to be introduced?

Any notices of motion?

NOTICES OF MOTION

Hon. Ms. Taylor:
following motion:

THAT Craig Tuton, chair of the Yukon Hospital Corpe
tion, Joe MacGillivray, chief executive officer tiie Yukon
Hospital Corporation, and Kelly Steele, chief finah officer
of the Yukon Hospital Corporation, appear as wisegsbefore
Committee of the Whole from 3:30 p.m. to 5:30 pan.Tues-
day, February, 15, 2011, to discuss matters rglato the
Yukon Hospital Corporation.

Mr. Speaker, | give notice of the

| give notice of the following motion:

THAT Ray Hayes, chair of the Yukon Development Cor-
poration Board of Directors, Piers McDonald, chafr the
Yukon Energy Corporation, and David Morrison, chegecu-
tive officer of the Yukon Development Corporatiomdapresi-
dent and chief executive officer of the Yukon Ene@prpora-
tion, appear as witnesses in Committee of the Wfrola 3:30
p.m. to 5:30 p.m. on Thursday, February 17, 201#lisouss
matters relating to the Yukon Development Corporatand
the Yukon Energy Corporation.

Mr. Nordick:
ing motion:

THAT this House urges the governments of Yuko
Northwest Territories and Nunavut to work togettmeprovid-
ing more post-secondary education/university pnognang in
the north.

| rise today to give notice of the follow-

| also give notice of the following motion:

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon takvo
with the Klondike Placer Miners Association, the’ohdék
Hwéch’in government and Parks Canada to establsiaeon-
tology presence in Dawson City and display palagogyy
artifacts discovered by placer mining operationghie Klon-
dike goldfields.

n,

Mr. Fairclough: | give notice of the following motion:

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon to re
verse its decision to delay funding for the condtan of the
new F.H. Collins school in 2011-12 and to keep phemise
that it made three months ago in terms of the fum@ind con-
struction schedule for this project.

Mr. Inverarity: | rise to give notice of the following
motion:

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon tb-pe
tion the Government of Canada to ensure that th& CRe-
verses its ruling on charging for bandwidth and tha CRTC
commit to a deregulated Internet environment féro&lCan-
ada.

Ms. Hanson: | give notice of the following motion:

THAT this House urges the Government of Canadasto u
all of its diplomatic influence with Egyptian autiitees in order
to:

(1) seek an immediate start to political reforms;

(2) avoid further violence and conflict; and

(3) support the Egyptian people’s call for demograco-
nomic fairness, the protection of human rights, andend to
corruption.

Mr. Cathers:
ing motion:

THAT it is the opinion of this House that the Yuketow
royalty rates for placer mining and quartz minirrg a major
factor in encouraging investment and economic #gtiv

| rise today to give notice of the follow-

Speaker:  Are there any further notices of motion?
Is there a statement by a minister?
Hearing none, this brings us to Question Period.

QUESTION PERIOD

Question re:
reconstruction

Mr. Fairclough: On October 26 and 28 of this past
fall, the Minister of Education spoke a great ddabut the plan
for the new F.H. Collins school. The minister tokithat $24.4
million was expected to be allocated for this pcojen the
2011-12 budget, but the budget clearly shows tmdy $2.7
million is being allocated for the new school irethpcoming
year.

This is a huge discrepancy. This means the coriiruof
the school will be pushed back for at least a yethr. | think
Yukoners want to know why this Yukon Party goverminis
telling them one thing and doing another. The nmigrom-
ised the construction of F.H. Collins school theas but it's
not going forward as planned. So on behalf of Yuksen!'d
like to ask the minister why.

Hon. Mr. Rouble: The Yukon Party government cer-
tainly takes the issue of education very seriousty,only here
in Whitehorse but throughout the territory. Thatlsy we have
built schools. The member opposite is aware ofdhe that
was built in his riding. We have gone to work witle commu-
nity on the replacement of F.H. Collins, which wavé recog-

F.H. Collins Secondary School
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nized as an important project. We've done our hoarkvon
this project, Mr. Speaker, by looking at the fdigh that we
have throughout Whitehorse through a secondaryaghro-
gramming review and working with the building adrig
committee.

The work and the design is still not at the tendieratage.
Unfortunately, there have been some delays with ghacess,
but | can assure the member opposite the processsisring
that we have a facility that will meet the needsrakoners for
decades to come.

We've had many discussions in here about ensuhag t
we have appropriate heating types of plants inetlard these
ideas are being incorporated and we're coming foawaith
the budget, which will see work at the F.H. Collsite this
summer. There’s site preparation work that we’leshéo do.
The Government of Yukon is fully committed to reptey F.H.
Collins. I look forward to budget debate where va@ go into
all the details regarding these expenditures.

Mr. Fairclough:
months ago, the Minister of Education told this Beuhat
$24.4 million would be allocated for the new F.Hollihs
school — and | quote: “... certainly demonstratesdbemit-
ment that this government has put into this typeroject, the
level of planning that is in place, the level ofsering that
these projects are planned well in advance andepiyofac-
counted for and budgeted for in our outgoing y&amsd quote.
Now it would seem that a much smaller dollar amalerhon-
strates the kind of commitment that this Yukon P&twilling
to make. Like many government commitments, it'sglam
promises and short on delivery. Just three montts this
minister was very keen on this project.

So why has he decided to drastically scale bacKuhe-
ing for it in this year’s budget?

Hon. Mr. Rouble:
that there is funding in the budget to go aheat thiis project.
The government is committed to replacing F.H Csllifthat’s
why we have done our homework. That's why we ar¢hin
planning stages. That's why we are listening toatieice com-
ing from the member opposite who has wanted uake a&ddi-
tional looks at things like the ground source heatp. We
also recognize that the economy is very hot int¢netory, and
that our construction workers are working on a nerdf dif-
ferent projects, not only in Whitehorse, but throogt many of
the communities. We have heard from the contracdsgpcia-
tion that we also need to work to ensure that weeHang-
term, sustainable projects.

We have made a commitment to replace F.H. Coliies;
are living up to it; we are listening to the buildi advisory
committee. It's unfortunate that the designing psxcis taking
longer, but | believe that because of that we’ld ep with a
better project in the end.

Mr. Fairclough:
from the minister. He did promise $24.4 million vidube in
the budget, and it is not there, Mr. Speaker. | didilke to take
a moment to commend the hard work that the F. HlirfSo
school advisory council has put into planning o tiew F.H.
Collins school, and it is exciting when the comntyrdiomes

| see the opposition does recognize

Well, we are hearing more excuses

together and creates something that will beneétfthure of all
Yukoners for generations to come.

Clearly, the members of the F.H. Collins advisooyrcil
are dedicated to this cause and it's too bad Healytikon Party
government doesn’t feel the same way, Mr. Speaker.

With all the hard work that the members of the adry
council have put into this project, did the ministgform them
about these delays before last week?

Hon. Mr. Rouble: The Government of Yukon is
committed to replacing F.H. Collins. We're commiktéo
working with our teachers, with our students, wtthucators,
and with people in the construction and design cateento
ensure that we have the best product possiblenitianeet the
needs of Yukon students for decades to come.

The contribution in this year's budget will contanwvith
the design planning and see some of the site Widr&. project
has already received the implementation phase asdgbne
through the Cabinet and Management Board procads rder

Sounds like excuses to me. Threethe proposed extended schedule, the constructidheohew

school will be tendered in January 2012. This ailbw us to
have an occupancy date of August 2013.

We want to ensure that the school is built on tiseethat
we don’t have to see a transition of going for apte of months
in one school and a couple of months in anotheodciThe
members opposite have also cautioned me aboutrguiichile
people are attending the school. These are alactaaistics that
are taken into consideration in the timing of thisject.

Question re: Environment Act audit

Mr. Elias: In September 2010, an internal audit was
completed on the Yukon government’s performanceeuitice
Environment Actyet the Environment minister chose to wait
until the last day of the fall sitting in Novembter actually ta-
ble the report. Why, Mr. Speaker? | think it's besa the min-
ister didn’t want to deal with all the bad newstbe floor of
the House.

The internal audit was clear; it said that there anre-
solved deficiencies that get in the way of effiggrand fair-
ness in theEnvironment Actlt said that the government was
not performing within a tolerable standard of efficcy, accu-
racy, consistency, and completeness inBheironment Act

Can the Minister of Environment explain why his gow
ment can’t uphold its basic environmental respdlisés to
Yukoners under thEnvironment A&

Hon. Mr. Edzerza: Mr. Speaker, | think the member
opposite is kind of exaggerating this whole thinditée bit
here. TheEnvironment Actwdit is a requirement under section
39 of the act and must take place every three years

The Yukon government recognizes the importancehef t
audit, and it not only ensures the programs unaeEtviron-
ment Actare delivered effectively but it also identifiegas in
which theEnvironment Acand its programs can be improved.

Speaker’s statement

Speaker:  Before the honourable member asks his next
guestion, minister, you used the term “exaggeratviée must
presume that everyone in this House is speakinly thiir best
intentions, so a term like “exaggerating”, althougdt out of
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order, is on the edge and will lead to more disc&a honour-
able member, just don’t use that terminology.
First supplementary, please, Member for Vuntut Glaiit.

Tombstone Territorial Park established in 2004; @cbw
Flats east and west special management areasigstabin
2006; Lhutsaw Wetland Habitat Protection Area dighéd in
2007; Fishing Branch Wilderness Preserve estaldigh@003;

Mr. Elias: In simple terms, there’s a consistent lack ofNordenskiold Wetland habitat protection plan esshad in

leadership on the environmental front from this ¥nkParty
government. The audit drew attention to eight kegaa of
concern; five of those warnings came from 2008ed¢hmore
carried forward all the way from 2005.

To go over it in simple terms, the audit said tthegt De-
partment of Environment should ensure it meet$eiysslative
timelines, like delivering the state of the envirnt report on
time. It should conduct a review of tiiEnvironment Agtin
light of substantial governance changes since 18894ew its
policy for designated contaminated sites; adminibttter the
issuance and monitoring of storage tank permitsensure
compliance; and demonstrate that conservation Iit gfathe
department’s purchasing policies.

When is the minister going to provide the necestzay-
ership and direction to review otnvironment Acin its en-
tirety?

Hon. Mr. Edzerza: Mr. Speaker, | think the member

opposite only needs to look among his colleague®nre- of
them sitting beside him over there never even thhleeport,
period, when that individual was a minister.

The audit did not make any new recommendations tabou

the Yukon government’s performances for the thregrype-
riod from October 1, 2006, to September 30, 2008 &udit
provided the status of previous audit recommendatiand
identified concerns about how regulations were aistéred
across the departments of Environment Yukon, Endviiges
and Resources and Community Services. That was thieat
audit covered.

Mr. Elias: Mr. Speaker, through the Yukon Party’s en-

tire term, they did not give one iota of directitinthe depart-
ment to have a clear and concise look atEhgironment Act
so that it can be brought up to today’'s standartds.Environ-
ment Actis in place to ensure that our lands, our watens,
our wildlife remain healthy and vibrant for futugenerations.
The minister is charged with upholding and defegdtris
essential piece of legislation. The minister hahligation to
keep the public informed so that Yukoners can tenad to
monitor the government’s environmental progresd, tygs
government keeps Yukoners in the dark — year gfar after

2010; the Asi Keyi Natural Environment Park, idé&at in
2003; Fishing Branch Ecological Reserve, estahlishe2003;
Kusawa Natural Environment Park, identified in 20@%ck-
handle Lake Habitat Protection Area, identifie®d03 — and
the list goes on. This government has done a Itit mégard to
the environment and its protection. Thank you.

Question re:  Policing council

Mr. Cardiff: The Minister of Justice received a polic-
ing review called “Sharing Common Ground”, and pasm-
ised to implement the recommendations in it askdyias pos-
sible. She has indicated that establishing the metended
police council is one of the most immediate actitinbe taken.
It will soon be weeks since the report was maddipand no
doubt the minister knew most of the recommendatiomng
before they were made public. It's kind of inteiegt I'd like
the minister to point out, maybe, where the resemrare for
implementation of some of the recommendations amdHe
council, and can she give us an update on howIfagathe
work has progressed on establishing the new pglictruncil?
Hon. Ms. Horne: | would like to mention to the
members opposite that this police review was vegyy exten-
sive. We wanted the review to be more than justiqudar in-
cidents; we wanted the review to look at systentiange
within our police force.

We extended the time on the policing review, beeaus
there was so much interest shown by the public.cbmemand-
ing officer of M Division is working with us, in pership,
and the CYFN is also working very closely with aspiartner-
ship. | am so pleased with the work that has gonemto this
date

The next step we will be taking is meeting with tieefs
of all the First Nations in Yukon, and that will lppening
next week, as per the recommendations in the review

Mr. Cardiff: The review came about because of more
than one tragedy that saw the death of people vifhiteistody
of the RCMP. Nothing could be more serious, in waw and
in the view of many Yukoners. I've heard Yukonessd
they're asking over and over again for an effectieenplaints

year. TheEnvironment Acsays that the people of the Yukon process. They're telling me they want investigagiahat are

have the right to a healthy, natural environmerite TYukon
Party ignored these serious issues in 2005. Thayrégl them
again in 2008.

Does the Minister of Environment intend to ignoherh
again in 20117

Hon. Mr. Edzerza: Well, Mr. Speaker, | believe all
members of the opposition just fail to and don'névi recog-
nize the progress of this Yukon Party with regarcehviron-
ment and | guess | can probably understand why eause the
accomplishments have been substantial. For exasiplee the
Yukon Party has been in office since 2002, our guvent has
added a large number of protected areas. Thesadmdhe

independent of the RCMP and of the government.

Instead, the minister wants this council to be &thiin
house by her deputy, and the council would recesyp®rts on
complaints but it doesn’t receive the complaintentselves.
Instead of that, they still go to the Commissiom fublic
Complaints Against the RCMP. This council has neestiga-
tive powers, has no enforcement powers, it canolat an in-
quiry and it's not even established by legislatidfill the min-
ister explain how the police council serves to ioyar policing
in the territory over what is currently the case?

Hon. Ms. Horne: | would remind the member oppo-
site that it was this government that initiatedstréview in the
first place. The safety of Yukoners is utmost ia thind of the
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Justice department. As | said, we wanted this tsbee inclu-
sive of just particular incidents; we want to makee that our
policing in the Yukon is what Yukoners want. We baathe
recommendations from the committee and we are wgrkery
closely with them. Let’s not jump the gun here ande to the
conclusion that it is not working.

Mr. Cardiff: Mr. Speaker, for many years I've advo-
cated in this Legislative Assembly for establishiang actual
police commission in this territory. In the provas; a civilian
police commission investigates complaints. It hdidarings; it
takes appeals from police disciplinary hearingsruies on
whether or not standards of police services aragbaiet. In
other words, police commissions actually have stesth. The
proposed police council for Yukon does none of ¢hiéngs. It
simply makes written recommendations to the miniatel the
commanding officer on a list of vague issues.

The Yukon public and my constituents are tellingtimg a
commission model with some teeth is the way toWdl the
Minister of Justice make the changes the publiedes and
demands and establish a police commission thataetihally
have some power to improve policing in the Yukon?

Hon. Ms. Horne: Déja vu — we're already criticizing
what is being done in the review. We have to deitnatesthat
what we have done will ensure positive resultsgolicing in
the Yukon. This policing review is about a real ogpnity to
build a stronger relationship with the public, ahdt is exactly
what we're doing. We're working with the First Nati com-
munities, we're working with the RCMP and the Yukgov-
ernment, and we will make positive change in Yukon.

most effective and appropriate way to deal withsthacutely
intoxicated persons at risk of harming themselved athers
throughout the Yukon. The Yukon government has ivece
this task force and now we are working with ourtpears, with
the stakeholders, to build an implementation oflam o ad-
dress the recommendations put forth by the tasiefor

I would also like to advise the member opposite tha
co-chairs were adamantly involved with the Justiepartment
in the workings of the police report, as well as ttealings of
the secure intoxicated facility.

Ms. Hanson: Neither the policing review nor the task
force recommended a continuing strong role for &viorce-
ment officers in detaining and transporting intaxed people
to and from a sobering centre. In fact, the recondagons
were for a greatly reduced role for the RCMP anex@granded
role for outreach caregivers in interacting withutety intoxi-
cated persons. It said a sobering centre shoulddaged in the
downtown core, close to a medical detox and a ehéditiden-
tified the continuum of programs and services thpseple
require if we are actually serious about includaiy people
with compassion, respect and dignity. Being intated is not
a crime. This is not the first time the governmieas opened a
dialogue with the Yukon public and then totally éged their
recommendations.

When will the minister implement the excellent nezo
mendations of the task force on acutely intoxicgpedsons,
which were made in good faith?

Hon. Mr. Hart: First of all, I'd like to express my
sincere appreciation to the co-chairs for the wbey did and

Let's wait to see what the implementation committeethe work they compiled, going out and visiting thaeilities

comes up with.

As | said of my first meeting with the chiefs of kan —
and that will be held on Friday — | look forward tttat meet-
ing to hear their views.

Question re:  Acutely Intoxicated Persons at Risk,
Task Force report on
Ms. Hanson: We commend the Minister of Health

and Social Services for creating the Task ForceAoutely
Intoxicated Persons at Risk. It was long overdueaGcredit is
due to the authors of this report, Dr. Beaton ahiefCAllen.
The task force report was clear. We simply canalgtan some
of our current practices to provide appropriatedar severely
intoxicated people. It is very disappointing, hoeevto see
that the minister has overshot the responsibilitythis task
force by predetermining the government’s respooghe prob-
lem. The decision to spend $3.5 million on a saigedentre at
the jail was made long before the task force ewdimitted its
report. The money was already in the budget. Thek Farce
on Severely Intoxicated Persons at Risk did nobmenend a
sobering centre at the Whitehorse Correctional @ent

Why did the minister create a task force to maleme
mendations to government when he and his colledagaéyiin-
ister of Justice, had already decided what theyevgming to
do?

Hon. Mr. Hart: For the member opposite, the task
force was mandated to advise the Minister of Healtth Social
Services on options and priorities for the actibmsake the

outside the Yukon, making those recommendationseeem-
mendations, | might add, to myself. I'd also likeadvise that
they did bring the report in on time at the endast year. We
are in the process, as | said earlier, of workiritl wur stake-
holders to look at the recommendations and how avebring
forth those recommendations in the immediate pces well
as those in the long term, and we plan to do so.

Ms. Hanson: The task force said the Health depart-
ment must work with Whitehorse General Hospitahlleviate
the staffing and physical resource crisis of cardghe emer-
gency department. It says the current situatichehospital is
a crisis waiting to happen. It endangers the aglmbxicated,
the staff and even other patients. It also saysitbanember of
the Whitehorse General Hospital has expertise idicidn
medicine. The task force called for urgent actiangd so has
the Yukon Medical Association.

What action is the government taking to reduceptbien-
tial for serious injury or death involving interamt with
acutely intoxicated persons at the Whitehorse Geridospi-
tal?

Hon. Mr. Hart: I'm fully aware of the recommenda-
tions put forth in the report by the co-chairs widgard to the
situation here at the Whitehorse General Hospitéd, along
with the Department of Justice, are working ongheation to
ensure that we are not sending all of the indivisluaver to
Whitehorse General Hospital. We have a system anepthat
will ensure that these clients are being caredTae intent of
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the secure facility at the Whitehorse CorrectioGehtre is to
ensure that they will receive medical attention.

Question re:  Fiscal management

Mr. Mitchell:
formance. Trust is based on delivering what yourpse. It's
based on results. That's why this budget is unbalie. It's
unbelievable because the Premier can't deliver dratwhe
promises — a surplus.

Last spring, he promised a surplus and delivereiPGx
million deficit. The year before that, he also pised a sur-
plus; he also delivered a deficit. That time it vi&5 million.
The Premier is promising a surplus again this y@ény does
he think anyone will believe this?

Hon. Mr. Fentie:
ing surpluses all the way out to 2015, but | domént to get
too far ahead of the Liberal leader on that matter.

Secondly, the Liberal leader should know — shotid t
Liberal leader have any intention of fulfilling thesponsibility
and duties of a Finance minister — that duringdberse of a
fiscal year, there will be variances. Now, the athiyng we can
take from the member’s question is the fact thaempeople
need more access to physicians during the course fisical
year, the Liberal leader would say no, because Liberal
leader has estimated a surplus. When people neesl anoess
to hospitals, the Liberal leader would say no, heeahe Lib-
eral leader has made an estimate on a year-entlsuvghen
the collective bargaining process wraps up ancthployer —
the government — is obligated to pay its employées,guar-
anteed, negotiated results of the collective baiggi process
itself, the Liberal leader would say no to thosgy@sand bene-
fits due to the employees of the government becatis®@me
estimate that the Liberal leader thinks is actuddlly most im-
portant part of being a government and a Financester.

Mr. Mitchell:
question, that this government, on this trajectwiill,leave few
options for any future government.

Here are the facts: two years ago, the Premier igezima
surplus, overspent by $45 million and deliveredefiait. Last
spring, the Premier again promised a surplus, pestsby $23
million and delivered another deficit. Those are tfacts:
promising surpluses, overspending and deliverirfigite

The Premier has been wrong by $70 million overphst
two years. How much can Yukoners expect him to g by
this year?

Hon. Mr. Fentie:
lieves that the numbers in the budget are wronge'sevhat
the Liberal leader should do: stand in this House present to
Yukoners the right numbers. Obviously the membestrknow
them if these are the wrong numbers.

Now | would caution the Liberal leader about soriragh
the numbers in the budget document, from the fiagte to the
last page, are the product of a great many peaplens, the
Yukon Party government, are very confident whenpnesent
this budget to the Auditor General for our publiccaunts.
What that shows is we have trust in the employeles von-
struct budgets; the Liberal leader does not.

Mr. Speaker, trust is based on past per-

Mr. Speaker, actually we're estimat-

It appears the Liberal leader now be-

Questionre:  Fiscal management

Mr. Mitchell: Last week the editor of Yukon's only

daily paper commented that, when it comes to thidgbet, this
government is facing a “crisis of credibility”.
There are lots of reasons why the Premier’'s budget
credible. It promises a surplus — something Yukerteaven't
gotten from this government in two years. It alsonpises to
cut O&M expenses from what we spent this year, d¢tengh
O&M has gone up every year under the Yukon Party.

Does the Premier agree that this budget has ais'ais
credibility”, or does he think the editor has itomg?

Hon. Mr. Fentie: It is certainly not anyone in the gov-
ernment’s job to comment on someone’s opinion. Wedve
their opinion to themselves. Furthermore, obvioukby Liberal
leader believes that editorial — a piece of opinietis in fact
the situation that the Yukon is actually in. | tkimot, Mr.
Speaker. First and foremost, we have created axga\vac-
count; we have used it in time of need, and wereptenishing
the savings account and growing the savings accalirthe
way out to 2015.

Now the Liberal leader has made a comment and a com

mitment to the Yukon public. It is all about truktis about the
Liberal leader’s plan. If he doesn’t agree with thelget num-
bers, tell Yukoners what his humbers are. | hagiggestion
for the Liberal leader when it comes to his plamt ipto music
so he can at least entice some Yukoners to listés.a song
written by and performed by Jackson Brown. It ilechRun-
ning On Empty.

Mr. Mitchell: Well, Mr. Speaker, we’'ll all be running
on empty if this Premier keeps spending the wahde been.
As for opinions, just a few years ago he had qaitet to say
about an opinion — that of the Auditor General &n@da.
Now, Mr. Speaker, O&M has gone up every year urttier
Yukon Party; however, this election year budgetssidmat, for

The Premier should take this from the e first time in this administration’s history,ill cost less to

run the government this year than last year. Adagrdo this
budget, it will cost less to run the departmentsCommunity
Services, Economic Development, Energy, Mines amd R
sources, Environment, Justice, Tourism and Culta€), and
the Women'’s Directorate. A balanced budget woulddreven-
ient, Mr. Speaker, but it is not likely, and Yukesdnow that.
Aside from the upcoming election, what makes thiddet year
different from every other year?

Hon. Mr. Fentie: What makes the long tenure of the
Yukon Party government different from the membgrpasite
is many things. Mr. Speaker, it is a savings actamd a
healthy fiscal position. It is taking care of Yulaye' health
care needs, and education; taking care of our sgniaking
care of our youth; strengthening our social safety building
housing for those in need; targeting strategicastfiucture for
the benefit of Yukoners today and Yukoners long itite fu-
ture. It's about an economy, and we have one. W liae
lowest unemployment rate in the country and are anthe
shining lights in the Canadian federation.

It's about more than that; it's about solid finaalcman-
agement that puts in motion for governments in ftitare a
fiscal framework that is a healthy financial pawmitifor the
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Yukon, for choices to be made many, many years timao fu-
ture. Mr. Speaker, the difference between the Yulamty
government and the Liberals: we have a plan — &ir@neco-
nomic, environmental, health and social. They dbavte any-
thing; they're running on empty.

Mr. Mitchell:
count. According to the budget he tabled for theent year —
the supplementary last week — the savings accaydle half
of what's tied up in asset-backed paper.

Mr. Speaker, this main estimate is the last ons tjuv-
ernment will ever table. Before this fiscal yeapid, Yukoners
will go to the polls and give their opinion on Yuk®arty fi-
nancial management. That financial managementinglude
$220 million in long-term debt, once the Yukon Ras done
racking up the credit cards. It includes two unpkshand un-
explained deficits in a row and it includes a fibadget that is
difficult to believe. The editor of the Yukon’s gndlaily paper
knew what kind of budget this is. He said, quoté:sbunded
like a Finance minister delivering his farewell eglkk and de-
velopments may very well play out along that line.”

Why should any Yukoner believe this fantasy budget?

Hon. Mr. Fentie: It's getting pretty hard to differenti-
ate between the Liberal leader and the so-callég gaper.
One can assume, then, that they both have the pasiton.
That's fine. Then the Liberal leader can articufateYukoners
what his plan is. We've presented ours, not onlythis year
— the coming year — but also all the way out to 2y the
way, Mr. Speaker, the Yukon Party government isarttian
confident in presenting that to the Yukon publits kurely a
lot more than the Liberal leader has ever presettedsays the
numbers are wrong; he says this is about trustdild some
trust for the Liberals in this territory, tell Yukers what the
actual budget numbers are.

Speaker:
elapsed. We'll proceed to Orders of the Day.

ORDERS OF THE DAY

GOVERNMENT BILLS

Bill No. 24: Second Reading — First Appropriation
Act, 2011-12 — adjourned debate

Clerk:
name of the Hon. Mr. Fentie; adjourned debate,Niichell.

Mr. Mitchell:
am pleased to reply today to the budget tablechbyFinance
minister last Thursday. It is the last budget @ tfiukon Party
government and Yukoners could hardly afford anotimes.

Over the last four years, this government has sgieat
Yukon savings account down from $165 million totj$d8
million projected for this year-end.

At the same time, this government has borrowed rtine
$162 million and moved it off the main books andboirthe
Crown corporations. This doesn't even include aeoth60
million needed to finish new hospitals in Dawsorm aatson
Lake. Add another $50 million for the new emergermym at

Whitehorse General Hospital and this governmeanhigrack to
leave Yukoners a parting gift of $270 million intbde

“Wow,” says the Member for Kluane — big numberkisT
type of borrowing is unprecedented in Yukon’s higtand it
will be the legacy of this regime. The Premier didnention

The Premier talks about the savings ac-any of this in his budget speech last week. Hecdiment on

the fiscal situation the Yukon finds itself in asaid, quote: “If
this isn’t good financial management, | don't knevhat is.”
Leaving Yukoners more than a quarter of a billioébt is not
good financial management. The Premier has destritie
brand of fiscal management as putting us on the fmapros-
perity. We believe most Yukoners will see that thigssive
borrowing spree is, in fact, leading Yukoners doavigarden
path. All this red ink has led us to this pointime, to the final
budget of the mandate. The government has takeat peens
to highlight the fact this budget is balanced — atdfirst
glance, it appears to be. On paper, it shows seqe]j $38-
million surplus.

It shows the savings account rebounding this corfigugl
year from $18 million to $43 million. It's no suipe the Pre-
mier is presenting this as a surplus budget. Tiseam election
coming, after all. Of course, the Premier said shene thing
last year and the year before and we know how Iiodise
budgets ended — in the red. Trust is based on px$brm-
ance. In the last two years, this government hamjsed sur-
pluses, but delivered deficits.

“If this isn’'t good financial management, | don’hdw
what is.” Those are the Premier’s words. They spedkmes.

Now the Premier — on the eve of an election — iseon
again asking Yukoners to trust this government.e@iwhat
was promised and what was delivered in the lasthudgets,
why would anyone trust this government?

As the members opposite hold on to power untillitier
end, this is the question that Yukoners are asHiegnselves

The time for Question Period has now again and again. It started with the $36 millionbied invest-

ments. It moved to the top of the list when thiseggoment’'s
secret negotiations to privatize our energy futueee exposed,
and it was solidified in the last two years witte ttheficits and
borrowing that have dominated the fiscal planshi$ govern-
ment.

Many Yukoners, particularly those who see themseb®
conservatives, are profoundly disappointed with dépproach

Second reading, Bill No. 24, standing in thethis government has taken in this regard. Thew file rest of

us, have made up their minds about this governraedtwill

Mr. Speaker, honourable members, |vote accordingly this fall.

If the Premier were confident in the direction tgisvern-
ment is going, particularly with regard to defic#ad debt, he
would have declared his intention to lead his panty the next
campaign. He has not. Instead, he has been foccéalt a
leadership convention just to stay on as leadeenBvs own
party has passed judgment on the financial diredfi® gov-
ernment has taken. Trust has evaporated.

When this sitting ends, the Yukon Party will heatbia
leadership convention. The Premier may still barddate in
that contest, or he may decide to turn over thesrs someone
else. It doesn’'t matter to us or to Yukon voterbey have
watched the Premier’s colleagues back him time again on
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privatization of our energy future, on deficit bedg, on bad
investments, on attacks on the credibility of thed#&or Gen-

Our children have received excellent educationsnfro
dedicated teachers, the principal and vice prinsip& Elijah

eral of Canada, on interference in Peel Watershed Regional Smith Elementary School, but also had to see mémgr ahil-
Land Use Planon fighting First Nations and francophones indren bused to other schools because of insuffigeptcity at

court, and the list goes on. Voters can see theakiin it to-
gether. The Premier has also said they are.

It's possible the leadership race will produce aner who
is not currently a member of the governing cautMe. know
Yukon Party officials have been talking to severebple in the
territory about this possibility. That new leadel Wwy desper-
ately to distance him or herself from this governmeand
those sitting members who do run again will alsottr put
some distance between themselves and their foeadet.

Yukoners will not be fooled. They will have themys As
all this unfolds in the back rooms of the Yukontiakiberals
will be talking to Yukoners, presenting ideas awdtigg ready
for the campaign to come.

I would like to once again today thank my constitisefor
entrusting me with representing them in this Holiseve had
the privilege of representing Copperbelt residdatsthe past
five and a half years, and it has been a great urotwodo so.
For those of you who phone me, e-mail me, or stepinrper-
son to provide your thoughts, your concerns and ydeas, |
very much appreciate your input, your criticisms gour sup-
port.

This will be, without a doubt, the last full sittjrbefore an
election, so it is my last opportunity to represtd riding of
Copperbelt, as it presently exists.

When Copperbelt was first created as a riding 6220t
was carved out to reduce the rapidly increasingujaion of
Whitehorse West and provide more even representatiothe
population.

It soon grew to become the most populous ridingukon
with over 1,800 eligible voters in 2006 and welleo\2,000
today. When the election writ drops, the riding vas now
know it will cease to exist and there will be faiglings that
will include portions of the current riding: Coppeit North,
Copperbelt South, Mountainview, and a small portioh
Takhini-Kopper King being the Fish Lake Road beyanity
limits.

Mr. Speaker, | am very proud to represent all esis of
Yukon’s most populated riding. As | have said befdCopper-
belt manages to be representative of many diffesentors of
Yukon society with ranches, country residentiabugban sub-
divisions, apartment houses, mobile homes, busise$sdus-
trial areas, hotels, the airport and a school —cakxisting
within its boundaries. It is indeed very diverse.

Over the years, our riding has experienced manyaumgs
downs. We benefited from the Hamilton Boulevardeagton,
but Lobird residents were subjected to the terfdlying rocks
from the blasting to create it. We have had ramidstruction
of homes in new subdivisions, but had to strugglengtintain
green spaces while accommodating new neighbours.

We have appreciated the great care provided im¢agby
Copper Ridge Place but have seen long delays iniogeip
the final wings to accommodate the increased demand

Elijah Smith Elementary School. In every case, itimut and
advice of my constituents has helped me to raiserepresent
these and other issues in this Chamber, so | stheto today,
“Thank you once again.”

There has also been change in this Assembly sirare |
rived here in 2005. Some members chose not to gamaor
were unsuccessful in their re-election bids in 200@i6le others
arrived for the first time in the last general ¢lee and grew
into their roles here. The government was succkegsfoeing
elected to a second term that year and our caucushieh
grew to two when 1 first joined the former MLA fd?orter
Creek South in 2005 — grew again when we were {bing
the members for Kluane and Mayo-Tatchun in ear@62and,
yet again, in the 2006 general election with thehelection
and the election of my other colleagues — the MbAPRorter
Creek South and the MLA for Vuntut Gwitchin. It hlasen an
honour to work with my colleagues these past faary as the
Official Opposition, advocating on behalf of ournstituents
and all Yukoners.

We were all terribly saddened last year with thespay of
our late colleague, Todd Hardy, the former MLA fothite-
horse Centre. We are all pleased to see Whiteli@es&re once
again represented in this Chamber with the eleaiae new
MLA for Whitehorse Centre, the Leader of the THralrty.

This is the sixth time I've risen to respond to maisti-
mates of the current government. It is my respadlityibas
Leader of the Official Opposition to be first tespond to the
budgets, and it is a privilege to do so. As alwalysre will be
things in the budget that we support and appreociateehalf of
Yukoners. There will be items or amounts that wsagdiee
with, and there will be things not present that feeel should
have been a priority of this government on behfHlioYukon-
ers.

The Premier has tabled a budget that projects $108
lion in spending and predicts $1.105 billion inieipated reve-
nue. Only 11.1 percent of that spending is finarloedlly; the
rest comes from other sources. After nine yearhisfgovern-
ment, we are as dependent as ever on Ottawa tabglpy our
way. Reducing this dependence was a major objecfivtbis
government and it has failed to achieve it. Thenfee often
says that the Official Opposition doesn'’t believekgners are
entitled to our fair share and to equal progrant services as
are all Canadians. Nothing could be further fromrext, Mr.
Speaker. But it's this government that claimed gemgo that
they would move us toward self-sufficiency; theyddailed to
do so over eight years.

In the Premier’'s speech last Thursday, he listedtwie
sees as successes of his government: low unemphbymee
cord mineral exploration, increased mining develepmand
production, higher retail sales and population ghowve can
agree that these are positive things. While we @aulggest
that many of these are due to record gold and tetal prices,
low interest rates and great work done by the iaficin many
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departments, we will also acknowledge that the gowent
has clearly played a role as well. But we must &eld this
government responsible not just for these positivmg for
their failures as well.

There have been fiscal failures. In the spring @2, the
Premier stood in this House and tabled a budgétpitealicted
a nearly $20-million surplus. When the final figsineere in at
year-end, numbers that were audited by the Au@@neral of
Canada in the public accounts, so we know thenetodorect,
they revealed that they ended the fiscal year wi#25-million
deficit — a swing of $45 million. That was strikeen

Last spring the Premier tabled a budget that predia
$2.9-million surplus, and by last fall it had débeated into a
$2.4-million deficit. We now know that budget iseewmore in
the red just a few short months later, with theegoment now
projecting a $20-million deficit for the currensdial year that
has but two months remaining. That was strike tM,
Speaker — the second failure to meet estimatesxpecta-
tions.

tell Yukoners, “Don’t.” Don't trust this Premier'sptimistic

predictions for a healthy savings account next.yéé don'’t

believe the budget estimates are realistic — noabse the
officials have not done their part to present adgestimate, but
because this Minister of Finance has proven het ¢alfow the

plan. The plan may be laid out, but he doesn’bfalit.

Indeed, the editor of our local daily paper saiid tpov-
ernment’s inability to forecast has left it facirgiote: “a crisis
of credibility for the government when the subjeohs to con-
fidence in its ability to produce a surplus.”

So as the Premier or his successor travels théotgrr
promoting this budget over the next few monthss trisis of
credibility will travel with them. We believe th#tis is a fan-
tasy budget and when Yukoners look beneath thaceirthey
will come to the same conclusion: it's unbelievaldeaginary
— a fantasy.

For example, Mr. Speaker, operation and maintenfigee
ures for 2011-12 are estimated to be lower thant wieahave
already spent this year. The budget the Premiétgided pro-

Each time we had predicted that the Premier waslyve jects it will cost less to operate the GovernmdnYakon next

optimistic in his predictions, the Premier said were wrong,
and yet the figures proved us right. These budgetrans oc-
curred while we were receiving extraordinary extuading
from Ottawa — the federal stimulus funding. We aamly
imagine where we would be without that.

Over the last five years, this government has wexder
mated its O&M spending in its main estimates bySillion
— $50 million of that in this fiscal year alone'slinteresting
to note that despite the massive increase in gangfom Ot-
tawa, this government has still managed to rurcidsfover the
past two years.

In the 2000-01 fiscal year, the Yukon received $atb6
lion in transfers from Canada. This year, we wét ghore than
double that amount at $745 million. We're goingb®in the
red, not in the black.

On this question of deficits, the Premier is in idenHe
spent a good deal of Question Period last fall agdin this
past week denying it. And judging from the mediaerage of
his budget, he spent a good deal of time denyiig fieporters.
They didn’t buy it and Yukoners won't buy it either

The numbers tell the real story. A hard realityai$23-
million deficit for the 2009-10 fiscal year and agmny $2.9-
million surplus for 2010-11 that has now turnedoirat $20-
million deficit for 2010-11.

year than it has cost this year. Year after yeagleuthe Yukon
Party, the cost of operations has gone up, not dbast year
alone, costs rose almost $50 million from the stérthe year
to the end of the year. Yet in this election budgjfet govern-
ment is estimating a $10-million drop in operatgpending —
it's completely unrealistic.

Based on past performance, we don’t believe tlastiein
budget; we don't think Yukoners believe it and werét even
sure if the Premier believes it himself. Of coutthés being an
election year, Yukoners will have to decide whetbenot to
trust this government before we get to the endhef fiscal
year. It is easy to promise great things and grestlts in an
election budget because the final numbers will drdyknown
after the general election, so we are very scdpéibaut this
budget, and we will be examining and challengingvery
closely.

How is the surplus achieved? Well, there are maegsa
Mr. Speaker, where what we're seeing now is nottwha
were promised in the past. In a government neveasel dated
April 21, 2010, the Minister of Education said ttenstruction
of the new F.H. Collins Secondary School was scleetio be
completed in late 2012. Look at this year's budy&hat we
heard just earlier in Question Period confirms thi will not
happen. The new school has been pushed back y#teano

Now the Premier is once again predicting a balancegear. Instead of the $24.4 million that was pubittie long-

budget, this time for 2011-12, and a growth in fie&ncial

resources. Given the second consecutive deficigdtudeliv-

ered last week, Yukoners will not believe the Pestaiassur-
ances that this coming year’s budget is balancagstTs based
on past performance. In the past two years, thigmguonent has
promised surpluses but delivered deficits. NowRhemier, on
the eve of an election, is once again asking Yukome put
their trust in this government.

There is no reason for Yukoners to trust the Prémie
budget estimates for next year because he doeslived and
what he does deliver doesn't match what he promites
Premier wants us to trust him with our money. Wéisze to

term forecast at this time last year, the goverrtmeéth spend
only $2.7 million on capital expenditures in therremt year.
How are we to accept five-year capital plans whey tthange
so dramatically in year 1, never mind year 5?

The Premier said earlier today this is just thet faf many
surpluses. Well, if you can't pull it off once, whyould you
pull it off two, three, or four times following?

The long-term capital plan that the government pas
forward says that Management Board hasn't even raatisi-
sion on the completion date of the school or thal twost of the
project. The government wanted to present a sutpldget on
the eve of an election, so it cut out this majarjget to help
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balance the books — $21.7 million saved with thek&t of a
pen.

The Minister of Education has made no public ancetin
ments of this change of plans. Has the school ébondche
building advisory council even been informed of tetay?

What else has been done, Mr. Speaker, to preserfatit
tasy balanced budget? Well, in the Department dltHeand
Social Services the Premier has forecast an inerefenly $5
million. The Premier's own speech points out thaalth care
costs have been growing an average of $12 milligea for
the past decade. There is no reason to believettiaatwill
change this coming year, yet the government hag again
lowballed the estimate for the Department of Heald Social
Services. We said two years ago that the Departofddealth
and Social Services would not be run on the amdinatswere
on the main estimates and the Premier and hisagplks were
incredulous that we could say such a thing, butweee, in
fact, correct. We said it last year, and we havenbproven
correct again. Perhaps the Minister of Health andig& Ser-
vices can provide a more plausible explanation wherre-
sponds to the budget speech later this week. 1$fign’'t good
financial management, | don't know what is.” Thagere the
Minister of Finance’s words.

Now, of the $43 million that the Premier is cougtion to
keep him in the black next year, approximately $#8ion is
made up of what the government expects to get lbacks
ABCP investment fiasco. These were investments riradel-
gust 2007 that the Auditor General of Canada siilhted our

Financial Administration ActWe all remember the Premier’'s

response: this was simply the Auditor General ohdtia’s
opinion. Just her opinion; he said that he hadrsthéis com-
ments like that that have created the crisis oflibiity to
which | referred earlier. It is now more than theewl one-half
years later, and the government still can’'t getmtsney back,
and Yukoners may never see all of it again. Whadsdithe
Premier say? “If this isn’t good financial manageiné don’t
know what is.”

As I've said, this will probably be the last look the
books Yukoners will get before the next electiorve©the
summer months, the government will likely make soame
nouncements about new projects and they will b&dzhap by
nothing — no line items, no budget update. Yukorveits be
asked to take the government’s word that the mamilybe
there — a fantasy, says the Member for Kluane. Yieks are
asked to fantasize.

We'd like to see a financial update before we gahe
polls, so I'll ask the Premier to make a commitmiemtay that
he will provide Yukoners with a budget update oneJd and
on September 1, so they can see for themselves rhogh
money has been spent over the ensuing few montb3l $&e
just how open and accountable this governmentyresall

We know the government will not provide it; theirefer-
ence is to spend for six months and go to the patls a finan-
cial picture that is at least six months out ofed&ased on past
history, the numbers may be much worse than pegjediut
voters won’t know until it is too late to judge.

Perhaps equally as bad as the two consecutive itdefic

budgets and the fantastic numbers we have befoferuis
year is the amount of debt this government hasupuover the
last two years of its mandate.

The government is borrowing some $170 million thylou
its Crown corporations — $70 million through the dgdal
Corporation and a whopping $100 million through tekon
Development Corporation. Add in mortgage debt atHous-
ing Corporation and $50 million for the new emermenoom
that needs to be built, according to the Yukon Htesorpo-
ration’s CEO and the chair at Whitehorse Generalgital, and
we will have almost reached our new borrowing ligfits300
million. If we are living within our means, as tReemier says,
why was it necessary to ask Ottawa to increaseborrowing
limit? The Premier says, “If this isn’t good fisaalanagement,
| don’t know what is.”

Mr. Speaker, a child born this week at Whitehorea&al
Hospital will still be paying off some of these fsawhen they
hit their 3d" birthday. It's bad enough that the main books
longer balance over the past few years, but themierenas also
resorted to moving expenditures off the main boaken he
tables his budgets to make the situation appeaerbttan it
really is. If these amounts were included, theysgtwould not
be very pretty. But the Premier and his team haseera po-
litical decision, and they have moved them off tii&in books.

Yukoners should not be fooled by the governmenéigkst
of hand. We are borrowing our entire contributiortie Mayo
B project because the government doesn’'t have theeynto
pay for any of it up front. Everyone on that sidetlee House
— and probably this side as well — will be long gprbut
Yukoners will be paying the bills for this extraordry spend-
ing spree for the next 30 years.

This scale of borrowing has never been seen irYth®n
before. No government of any political stripe, udihg the
Yukon Party, has mortgaged the future in such msponsible
way. Past governments have, for many years, aesggbnsibly
with the public’'s money. They have recognized §w@i can't
do everything at once because it’'s irresponsiblgil®up more
and more debt and expect future generations totipaypills.
That's the path this government is taking. The iotpaf the
borrowing decisions of this government will be ioifis of
dollars paid in interest over the next 30 yearse Toney tied
up in asset-backed commercial paper investmentddwrave
come in handy now, because it would have cut theuatmwe
needed to borrow considerably, but the Premier saithe
time, “We don’t need that money; we have lots.”

This government only has its eye on the next elacéind
it’s turning a blind eye to the long-term costghaé borrowing.

It's all about trust and nobody trusts this tirexygrnment.
The costs of Mayo B, the new hospital residence,rémova-
tions to the Thomson Centre, and the constructfomvo new
hospitals have all been moved off the main leddésseasy to
make the numbers work when you simply take the diatf
and pretend it doesn’t exist.

There will be a great deal of focus this sitting thre
spending in the Department of Health and Sociavi€es. The
Auditor General of Canada has completed a repoitherde-
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partment’s spending and it will be released nex¢dkvéladam
Fraser will be in Whitehorse to release the reperself, and it
would have been appropriate for her to addressAkgembly
and speak to the contents of that report, but we krmow that
that won’t be happening.

The report itself will nevertheless be released, dnkon-
ers will decide for themselves if their tax dollare being used
wisely in the area of health care. We're partidylanterested
to see what the Auditor General has to say abautWatson
Lake hospital project. This was originally a $54ioih project
that this government has now managed to turn int¥2%
million project. It is also about five years behiitd original
schedule.

Another reason why Yukoners are increasingly givimgy
on this Yukon Party government is because of haw gov-
ernment treats reports, commissions and recommendat
made by fellow Yukoners. In December, the goverrincbonse
to reject the recommendations of the Peel Watershaaning
Commission — recommendations that resulted fromysiars
of work and consultations with thousands of Yukasner

In January the government tabled two new reports
commissions struck by the government and simultasigo
announced a plan that was in direct conflict whle tecom-
mendations in these reports. We're speaking ofrépert on
severely intoxicated persons at risk, Mr. Speaké&e report
recommends: Recommendation No. 4: “A new soberergre
should be created in downtown Whitehorse to be asethe
facility where acutely intoxicated persons at @k accommo-
dated when they are detained under the Yukqoor Actor its
replacement. The philosophy of this institution wkiobe con-
sistent with the social mores and human rightsodfay and
should function under a harm reduction model.”

Instead —

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

INTRODUCTION OF VISITORS

Hon. Mr. Lang: I'd like to welcome into the gallery
today a young student, Connor Quigley. He's a grhtiestu-
dent from Porter Creek Secondary School, and he'a work
experience program here in the House. Let's welchimeto
the House.

Applause

Mr. Mitchell:
criminalize this behaviour by incorporating the newbering
centre into the Whitehorse Correctional Centre,irejathe
recommendations of the report's co-authors. Whysdtigs
government persist in asking Yukoners to studyablegm and
recommend a solution to government while steadfatgter-
mined to implement their preconceived solution?tTikavhat
many Yukoners are now asking. Worse still, thishis extent
of the government’s response to the report. Théaldpudget
before us contains no money to improve servicesntiomn, as
asked for in the report, where it is needed thetmos

The Premier let off his speech last year tryingototray
his government as one of action — major studielevied by
implementation of a plan. He even tried to incluiication

reform on that list. Again last week, he claimedi@tion re-
form as a success. The reality is this governmastheen talk-
ing about educational reform and talking and tajkémd talk-
ing without actually introducing any reforms. Theidget
promised, “We’re finally ready to act.” Well, afteight years
of waiting, we're just a little sceptical, as igtpublic.

The education reform project was dead on arrivdle T
Premier told the Minister of Education not to supgbe cen-
tral recommendation of the report, which was a nootabora-
tive approach to education with First Nations. Theemier
wanted to continue a top-down approach, and thésteinwas
happy to oblige. The order came from the top, &edntinister
fell in line.

In January 2009, the Auditor General of Canadaassld
her findings on this government’s performance omcaton. It
wasn't pretty and a comprehensive response to tidé has
never fully materialized. But we do know this —dgtiNations
and rural graduation rates across Yukon are coelpleinac-
ceptable. They are unacceptable to parents; trewraccept-
able to First Nations; they must be unacceptabtaastudents

bwand they are unacceptable to the Yukon LiberalyPartan-

other major report and little follow-up from thisgernment.

Now let's examine another report that has gathehest
since its release: théukon Health Care Reviewn his budget
speech the Premier said, “In April 2008, our goweent estab-
lished another major review, théukon Health Care Review
which examined the sustainability of Yukon’s heattire sys-
tem over the next decade. T¥iakon Health Care Reviefinal
report was completed in September 2008 and the 1Y Haty
government is acting on those recommendations.”

In fact, the opposite is what's happening and tbeegn-
ment never talks about the report, except in budgeeches.
For example, Mr. Speaker, the report made two recxenda-
tions to increase accountability to the public. ifrgorove ac-
countability, the Minister of Health and Social @ees, in
consultation with the board chair, should be primgdhe chair
and the board of the Hospital Corporation with anual letter
of expectation that provides the hospital boarchveitwritten
mandate and articulates the minister's expectafmm the
board, as well as the minister’s obligations to uespital Cor-
poration. We would like to see one of those lettdvh.
Speaker, if they even exist.

Another recommendation was that the Department of
Instead, the government has chosen tqHealth and Social Services should continue to dgveh ac-

countability plan on an annual basis for the gorent and
minister that identifies the department’s strategjiection and
planned actions to achieve that direction. The plands to
include the identification of measurable indicattitat can be
used by the government to assess performance andnoes.
Two and a half years later, this recommendation f@syet
been followed up. Perhaps we’ll learn differentlgxh week
when the CEO and the chair come before us.

Another issue that has not been addressed in thkhhe
care field is the need to address capacity issudghtehorse
General Hospital in the emergency areas and ICUortin
nately, the government has not moved on this isksuing its
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first eight years in office, but there will no ddute promises
during its last year.

In the days leading up to this sitting, we raidesl issue of
the royalty provisions in our devolution agreemafthen we
pressed the government on what action has been takin-
prove these provisions, the Premier answered, ‘iNgtlhas
been done.” All he did was criticize the previous/grnment
for signing the agreement in the first place. Tgdwernment
has had nine years to negotiate improvements tagheement.
Has it done so? No. If it thought the previous gowgent did a
poor job on the royalty issue, it could have goodhe Gov-
ernment of Canada and requested that chapterhealdvolu-
tion transfer agreement be looked at again, bli&dst not done
Sso.

In light of the devolution transfer agreement restin the
Northwest Territories, Ottawa owes Yukon a bettealdon
resource royalties. The Government of the Northwestito-
ries will now receive 50 percent of resource ragaltup to a
cap of five percent of their gross expenditure base

If that deal were in place this year, for examptey esti-
mate it would have meant another $60 million inerave for
our neighbours to the east. Every year that pasétb®out a
devolution agreement means that the N.W.T. forgoesther
year’'s net fiscal benefit. Over the last five yedre N.W.T.
has estimated they lost $208.6 million in potentiat fiscal
benefit. Those are their numbers.

retention of revenues here in the Yukon. Sinced that, Mr.
Speaker, it was disappointing to hear the Premagris this
House, “...non-renewable resources tend to be quitatile.
It's great to maximize the amount of royalties thet can re-
tain here in Yukon, but what goes up in this aréanan-
renewable resource revenues will go down.”

He basically said, “Well, the royalty amount migio
down at some point, so I’'m not sure it's worth agkior.”

He also said he was content to contribute thesaltieyg to
Canada as part of paying our way. He describedathia good
thing; he said that that’'s the Yukon Party’'s apploawe’re
sure this will be very disappointing to many YukomeMr.
Deputy Speaker. We take a different approach; wegaing to
stand up for Yukoners. It's fine to be a contributo Canada
— we should be — but these are, first and foremdéskon’s
natural resources and they are non-renewable Esoat that.
We would expect this Premier to stand up and beentiée
Danny Williams, and fight for this territory — ngtist roll
over.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, the Premier’s responses to negq
tions on devolution were very partisan. This id&oexpected,
and we take no issue with that. Question Periadten a parti-
san exchange. When the government is challengezkpect it
will respond. We expect much the same in other budgply
speeches; we know that there will be partisan comsne- that
is all well and good — the budget speech itseld idifferent

Under the Yukon’s devolution agreement, the Yukonstory, Mr. Deputy Speaker. It is an address torakoners that

keeps only the first $3 million in royalties, wiimy amount
above this offset dollar for dollar, 100 percents tlear that
the bar has been raised with the signing of the .N.\égree-
ment and that our neighbours are going to keep ehrtarger
share of resource revenues.

So we are urging the Premier to move forward wittkah
First Nations to negotiate an agreement with thee@ument
of Canada that will see Yukon keep more of its higs The
benefit of increased mining development in Yukowowt go
to Yukoners. The increase in royalties should beresh with
Yukon First Nation governments, of course. The NW.
agreement in principle includes a resource-revesiu@ing
agreement with regional aboriginal governments. ibetal
government would undertake a similar commitment hwit
Yukon First Nations. We should all share in theréased
wealth that comes from a rejuvenated mining sector.

As the Premier well knows, thémbrella Final Agreement
requires that this be so. With new mines coming iptoduc-
tion, now is the time to move discussions with @ddorward.
It is in our interest to have a new agreement at@lwhen ad-
ditional mines start generating significant additibroyalties.
These are our resources and we should be benefiimiging a
greater share of our royalties is an important $teyard our
own financial independence. But the Premier corduoimast
week that those negotiations with Ottawa have ebtsyarted.
He did say that he was working with Yukon First iNas on
discussing this issue and we're glad to learn thhé Premier
also said that, should the N.W.T. receive a bedgneement
with Canada on sharing royalty revenues, we woeldamly
look into it and be looking at how we can furtheaximize

is supposed to lay out the government’'s objectares spend-
ing priorities for the coming year. It is not thiage for attacks
on the opposition; it is neither statesmanlike aygoropriate for
the Premier to engage in such behaviour. Even memire
that side of the House were uncomfortable with b@haviour
last Thursday.

Again, the editor of our local daily took noticee Hom-
mented that there was a surprising tendency foPtieenier to
stray from his budget speech text and denigratertiss’ po-
sitions on fundamental fiscal direction. It was aglipointing
and once again, the Premier’s colleagues did ngtitirstop it.

While we don’t endorse the partisan nature of the- P
mier's speech, or the overall financial directidrttis govern-
ment, there are, of course, many worthwhile prejdnt the
budget before us that we can support. I'll menjigst a few
today, because | know that my colleagues who aporesible
for other critic areas will mention a number of etlitems, and
they will come out in budget debate in the comiregks.

We support the contributions to First Nation cudtucen-
tres in Haines Junction, in Whitehorse and in BtwaAlso,
we support investments in our highways and communfta-
structures such as improvements to the Mayo anadl &gports,
and water and sewage treatment improvements in roamy
munities; and we support money to develop moredegdial
lots across Yukon, although we will believe thidyowhen we
see it occur, because we've seen that money lapgears past.
We're also pleased to see the government puttingemanto
the Whistle Bend development here in the capitt), diut
again, we would like to have seen the planning starch ear-
lier.
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We are also pleased to see the government retoaatifs
decision to cancel community mental health prografise
Member for Vuntut Gwitchin, my colleague, wrote th@ister
last fall and urged him to reconsider this decisiand appar-
ently, at long last he did. Mental health issuesnarending.
We need to be doing more, not less. It is a condewever,
that, for all these past months since it first Imeegublic, that
those programs originally funded under the THAF evgoing
to end with this coming year that the people whe the ser-
vices and the people who provide them had to opewatier
the additional stress of the uncertainty of whettierse pro-
grams would continue or not. There will certainky §ome ar-
eas where we are disappointed with the size o€ations and
some where we are disappointed to see no allocatioall.
Now, since the government enjoys a majority in tésembly,
we have no illusions about there being any likaedhaf our
effecting any changes to this budget. For those aredisten-
ing, they should understand that in opposition, @anot
amend a budget or propose an amendment to incspaséing
in any area. We can only try to amend the budgetetrease
spending.

So we will talk about it, but we know that this tyed will
in fact pass at the end of the day, as is.

The government has demonstrated year after yetit tisa
unwilling to work with the Official Opposition wheih comes
to making changes to the annual spending bluepiifg. are
left to judge it as it is, and our comments muflepg it as it is.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, | would also like to take ttime to
congratulate the hundreds of young people who lvéllcom-
peting later this month at the Canada Winter Gaiméalifax.
We know you will enjoy your competitions as muchvas en-
joy cheering you on. We are very proud of each evaty one
of you. We also know that Halifax will rise to tlehallenge
and put on great games, but we know that the barsstvery
high two years ago in Yukon.

On a procedural note, we are happy to see the rignodé
the budget were largely delivered on the floortaf Assembly
this year. It is a change of procedure for this egament
which, in the past, has told select groups what mashe
budget before telling the members of this Housee Thke of
warrants has also been kept to a minimum this yatrough
this is probably related to the early timing of #sitting, rather
than to a greater appreciation for the conventafrtkis House.

When the former chair of the Yukon Development @erp
ration quit, he said several things on his waytbetdoor. He
said the Premier was in secret negotiations toafing our en-
ergy future — that was true. He said the entirecaaknew all
about it, and that was true. He also said the tengr plan put
forward by the Energy Corporation was already ottdlagiven
the developments in the mining industry. That @vprg true.

If the Yukon Party knew this mining boom was goiiag
happen, they should have been better preparedsfariival.
We heard from every mining company we talked tahég
year’s roundup about the need for more power, aadaiso
heard about their disappointment in the governrselaick of
planning and lack of response.

An IPP policy that was in the works has not beearthe
from for months. With regard to energy planning fmth the
mining industry and for the growing population iuk6n that
will accompany it, we're behind the eight ball, givthe lack
of planning done by this government over the pagiteyears.
It should have started years earlier.

Another consistent message from mining companiesava
lack of capacity sometimes in various regulatorgibs that is
impacting the flow of mining development and thenpigting
process. Now, these various bodies are dealing mviilke and
more activities and they require a high degreerofgssional-
ism, which they provide. So, to be clear, thened<riticism of
the work that these bodies are doing. We didn'tr legiéicism
from the mining companies about it. We did heamirthe
companies that they would like to see them cootdohdn a
timelier manner. The government should be lookingassist
these bodies in providing the necessary resouccesake sure
this occurs.

It's a different situation, now that we have mukigppli-
cations that are being reviewed, from what we tmathé past,
when regulators had all the time in the world tokiat one
after another.

Secondly, we heard that there needs to be betietatery
coordination to prevent mining companies from beicgm
mired in endless processes, where they have toidarahe
same information in a slightly different template format
again and again. Again, the government should lgingein
this regard. Improvements can always be made, andiould
urge the government to move toward making them.

We're experiencing the same problems when it cotoes
available lots for new housing. We need more latsMhite-
horse and across Yukon, especially in Dawson, M#&gno,
Carmacks and Watson Lake — all of which are gomde
impacted by increased mining activity, to supporthe Mem-
ber for Vuntut Gwitchin says, “We need more lots Qid
Crow,” — population growth due to mining and otteativi-
ties.

This government has failed to keep up with demardlis
woefully unprepared for the influx of populatioratrhas hap-
pened over the last few years and will continue the future.
People want to move and work here, but they camdt & place
to live. The government members will stand up. Védreard it
from the minister responsible for the Yukon Hous@®agrpora-
tion and we've heard the minister responsible forergy,
Mines and Resources saying that it's because af shiecess
that there’s such an influx of population. Welltliey believed
they were on the successful path, they should ptamned for
their success, so that it would have net benaditgukon, not
liabilities.

If everyone working, for example, in the mining sgc—
whether it be in exploration, whether it be in attmine con-
struction, or in actual mining — is not able todiaffordable
housing in Yukon, but is flying in and out on aatidnal basis
— they're spending their food dollars, their cloitidollars,
their shelter dollars elsewhere in Canada, rathan twithin
Yukon, when they're not resident here.
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Considering the current royalty regime is not gdiagpro-
vide vast amounts of money until it has been retiatgal,
those are the important spinoffs of mining, andwamnt those
people to live in Yukon, and they want to live inkon. We
heard from mining executives down in Vancouver, dna
sure the members opposite must have heard it,decause
those executives told us they're telling this te tfovernment,
that they have had employees give up and go elsewioe
jobs because they were that frustrated with thebility to
find a place to live in Yukon.

This lack of planning has also hit residents atltve end
of the economic scale. There is a severe shorthgdardable
housing in Yukon. It is needed across the spectiamsingle
moms, low-income individuals and families, youngple just
starting out on their career path and for seniats) are often
on fixed incomes. The government is finally movimgthis
regard, but the response is about five years teo la

It wasn’t until Ottawa turned on the stimulus talpat this
government finally started to build serious numbefrsfford-
able housing units — so much for advanced planning.

With regard to education, there is another ideativerte. It
is one that the government hasn’t even botheretiidy, along
with the other studies that they are not paying Imattention
to. We are referring to the idea and value of mgvioward a
university of the north or an Arctic university.istone that has
been gaining momentum in spite of this governmelatck of
attention to it. The Governor General of Canadapnaslaimed
his concern that Canada is the only northern cgumithout an
Arctic university. The Walter and Gordon Duncan Rdation
has recently paid for a study of university activisn the north
and has given the Dechinta in the Northwest Teteso
$100,000 in seed money to pursue looking into this.

There have been articles about this in northernspapers
and magazines, including ibp Here BusinessThere will
likely be only one bricks-and-mortar campus acribss north
with the other territories participating with distee education
technology, at least to start. Our government shd& advo-
cating for it to be in Yukon. We most recently sthe Yukon
lose out on the new Canadian High Arctic Researtetidd,
and we should not let it happen again. We haveb#st Inter-
net penetration of any jurisdiction in Canada, ari0-percent
fibre-optic connection to the south.

We have an international airport with daily jet\dee to
Vancouver and frequent jet service to Alberta. \Wethe clos-
est territory to the Pacific Rim, where many pantoreign
students live and would come from. We have bettad rcon-
nections between our own communities and to thieafeSan-
ada than do our sister territories. Our Yukon Gmlés already
providing more degree-granting programs than aee dther
northern colleges. We have the Yukon Climate ChaRge
search Centre of Excellence already partnering witlversi-
ties Outside. We should work with the existing egé and
other partners to make a northern university — i@arsity in
Yukon — a reality. It won’t happen overnight. Butwon't
happen at all if we don’t start down the path akahfor it.
This should be a centre of higher education whene awn
Yukon students would be excited to study and wiogher Ca-

nadians and foreign students will be eager to dttérhis
university should be in addition to the many impott
programs that should continue to be provided thnoMgkon
College, not instead of it. This would be a pripfibr a new
Liberal government.

I'd like to move to the environment. This is an athat
has always been low on the priority list of thisvgmment.
We've watched as it has failed to produce statehef-
environment reports in a timely manner, as requingthw.

We've watched as it became the last jurisdictio@amada
to develop a climate change action plan. We welleviers,
not leaders, even though we will feel and are feethe im-
pacts of climate change faster and greater thaer ¢thisdic-
tions in southern Canada.

We watched the previous Minister of Environmeneadit
major climate change conferences and focus on ngeetileb-
rities instead of informing the world about the Itdreges we
face. We've already seen the new minister back afram
commitments he made on protecting Mcintyre Credienmwhe
sat in opposition. When we ask questions abouPt&t water-
shed, he was directed not to answer by the Premier.

The previous minister ignored advice from the Fistd
Wildlife Management Board about the proper levdisloeep
hunting, ignored a recommendation to close theectidandfill
in Old Crow — and the list goes on.

Regarding the Peel, we've heard from many Yukowoers
this issue and we’ve taken what we heard into atcote’re
telling Yukoners about it well in advance of thexnelection.
This government finally said something on this magsue in
the days leading up to Christmas. It slipped a notger their
door, saying, “We don't support what the commissiuas
come up with.” They would not say what they woulgbgort,
simply that the current plan wasn’t good enough. Weild
encourage the Premier and the Minister of Enviramnte let
Yukoners know what position the government holdstloa
Peel and what position it will take into discussiomith other
governments.

The final draftPeel Watershed Regional Land Use Plan
was produced by the Peel Watershed Planning Coruniss
part of the implementation of chapter 11 of thabrella Final
Agreement— the final agreements for Na Cho Nyak Dun,
Trondék Hwéch’in and Vuntut Gwitchin First Natioasid the
Gwich’in Comprehensive Land Claim Agreement

We would again like to thank the members of the misn
sion for their work and thank Yukoners for partatipg in the
process. This has been a long road, and we fihallye a rec-
ommended plan in front of us. Many, many Yukoneaveh
invested a lot of time and energy into this procass we have
confirmation that people have a strong interestliat happens
in this part of the Yukon.

But Yukoners know, Mr. Speaker, that the Premierked
hard behind the scenes to try and shape the centdrthis
report in a certain way. We know that there wastipal inter-
ference in the middle of the drafting process awhat infor-
mation could even be released from one departroatiet peo-
ple who were working on drafting the plan — and tkaof all
departments, the Department of Environment. We ktioat
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there was an attempt to therefore steer the coriomise a
certain direction.

one-year interim withdrawal from mineral stakingalb Crown
land, Category B settlement lands and fee simpiddan the

We also know the then Minister of Environment — thePeel watershed region. We're urging the MinisteEafiron-

Deputy Premier — sat back silently while this hapgz

Mr. Speaker, we have talked to hundreds of Yukooees
the last few years about the Peel watershed. We imet with
interest groups; we have met with First Nation goweents;
we have met with various organizations; we have wigt
constituents; we have met with many individual Yokcs, and
we listened to their input on what the land use glaould look
like. As a caucus, we discussed the draft plant@chew final
plan released in January of last year. We recedvédl brief-
ing on the plan itself from the commission lastrydstter all
this, we concluded that much of the area in questlwuld be
protected from development for the foreseeableréubecause,
as the planners said, “It's best to take a precaatly approach
and do no harm.” They didn't preclude there evandgeny
resource extraction in this area. They didn’t gashould all be
in one giant national park — locked up. They sdright now,
it seems irreconcilable between the interest of ohgts and
First Nations who want to ensure that the enviromiadevalues
they cherish are adequately protected around rescextrac-
tion at this point in time.”

As recently as this weekend | ran into one of theiar
planners and we had a full discussion about this.

He agreed that the very approach they took, ofgusin
merous SMAs so they could look at each little dreand of
itself and determine what the most important valese and
what risks would come of development in each aness just
such a precautionary approach. The planner himagalfhe had
no expectation that other regional plans would &seld on this
particular approach. Indeed, tiNorth Yukon Regional Land

Use Planemployed a very different approach and that was, a

the Member for Vuntut Gwitchin proudly says, thesffiplan to
be completed in the Yukon under thienbrella Final Agree-
ment

In fact, the writers of the plan took great paiogpbint out
right up front in their introduction that no oneositd view this
plan as a template for future and other plansthadts how the
government has viewed it.

ment and the Minister of Energy, Mines and Resautoelet
Yukoners know what their positions are on this éssu

I've said many times that money can't buy trust amak
certainly applies to this government’s approackitst Nations
relations. To say that it needs to be improvedisiaderstate-
ment. This government has consistently taken a-itake
leave-it approach with First Nation governmentshds spent
almost its entire mandate in court with one Firstibh or an-
other, and was recently sued yet again.

There has been much talk of P3s in recent yearanimg
public/private partnerships. Unlike the NDP, thédral Party
is willing to look at P3s where they do not disgaexisting
public sector jobs. We believe there is a differkimid of P3
opportunity that we have sadly been ignoring: pupliblic
partnerships. Unlike private companies that maydéesome-
day in a distant corporate office to shut down owadsize or
relocate their Yukon operations, First Nations #melr devel-
opment corporations are not going anywhere. The tiaed
here for thousands of years and this is their home.

A Liberal government would access the opportunit@s
partner with First Nations and would encourage tHNation
investment in Yukon infrastructure.

Another priority for a Liberal government — and way

this because the Premier has asked what our plao iwe're
trying to point out things where we believe we caave for-
ward and make progress. No, we’re not going toetalir own
1,000-page budget documents. Clearly no oppositésty ever
has or could, without the resources available thinothe offi-
cials across government.
But another priority for a Liberal government woldd to
look toward the grid inter-tie with our neighbour§ British
Columbia or Alaska. Within 10 or 20 years, this Idobe a
reality. It will take a lot of work, a lot of monegnd a lot of
cooperation, but it is something worth pursuingvg are to
grow our economy and also to wean ourselves ofefliand
other non-renewable resources we'’re using for power

The Premier talks about working with our northeartp

We now encourage the parties — the Yukon governmenters — meaning our sister territories — but endsnupourt

and the four First Nation governments — to comestiogr and
reach agreement on a final plan that is consistéhtthe prin-
ciples stated in the final draft plan.

As I've said, there have been concerns raised medbat
the decision on how to proceed with the Peel waéran im-
pact on future land use plans across the territédfg. don't
share that concern and the drafters of the plahisahould not
be viewed as a template for future plans. As th&oviuLand
Use Planning Council continues its work, it withd — and in
fact, it is already aware that each planning reggamique and
will require a distinct approach. The commissios haw met
formally with the Government of Yukon and the aféet First
Nation governments and informed them of the costeiffitthe
plan. First Nations have already made their viemswn pub-
licly on the plan. They support it. They have ammmed an
extension. The government has announced an extensithe

with our own First Nation governments instead obirsiness.
A Liberal government would do this differently.

One other issue that needs to be mentioned indheext
of First Nation relations is children in care. Theare systemic
issues with First Nation children being apprehended poor
information flow to parents about how to repatrittieir chil-
dren. This issue reached a flashpoint last yedr thied Kwanlin
Dun First Nation. We warned the government aboist igsue
during the process to rewrite tkdhildren’s Actand our obser-
vations were ignored and our attempts to proposendments
were thwarted. But in the last two weeks aloneg been con-
tacted by two different families yet again abowditiconcerns
about the communications and what happens whedrehilare
apprehended.

There may be and obviously are very real reasong wh

children are removed from homes, because they egr as
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being at risk, but that doesn’'t mean that the imfation flow
should stop. That’s what needs to be fixed.

I'd like to talk a little about cooperation withfiirent lev-
els of government. While the Yukon Party governmbas
made a habit of going to court with First Natiothgs is not the
only other level or order of government with whiickcannot
cooperate. On the municipal level, community leadeave
been asking for the government to intervene in libveg-
standing problem of mineral staking within munidipaunda-
ries. This government’s approach on this issueshraply been
to ignore it and hope it goes away. It should beking with
municipalities to find a better solution to the danse chal-
lenges and conflicts between residential housind) mmeral
claims. There are currently situations in both Dawsand
Whitehorse where a policy vacuum has left residemisers
and regulators with nowhere to turn. The problemsttoe
Dome Road and around the Whitehorse municipal ithraatfd
the ski trails could have been avoided, but insteadave seen
gridlock.

The Yukon Party government has been unwilling ahle
to resolve this issue. We would not shy away frankveryone
involved deserves better than they are getting fthim gov-
ernment. At the least, the people should be brotagdther to
see if there is a way to find solutions.

During the last election campaign our party comenlitto
developing a knowledge-worker strategy, identifyimgere the
Yukon can differentiate itself from other jurisdants. This is a
relatively new sector of our economy, and one thatore
deserving of attention from the Government of YukBar the
possible savings with regard to health care altmis,is worth
pursuing. For whatever reason, the government frasally
ignored this potential economic generator, but wala not.

Another issue that is much on the minds of Yukoriers
legislative reform, or fixing how this Chamber wesrkand
sometimes doesn’'t work. The government has finadlfger
seven years of refusing to touch it, agreed to g&gan this
issue. Our Legislature has a committee that caddlve many
of the concerns that have been raised. Under pre\govern-
ments, both Liberal and NDP, it met regularly. Unttee cur-
rent government it has not met for over three yeamd that is
the Standing Committee on Rules, Elections andilPges,
otherwise known as SCREP. We've had a lot morepsitran
SCREP in here.

Instead of having this committee do its job, theaya-
ment has set up yet another all-party committegelver, any
proposals from the public will not be implementettiluafter
the next election. In fact, | don't believe thisvgonment has
yet called for this committee to meet or even amoed who
the representative will be from the government sidd who
will chair it. The Third Party and we in the OffatiOpposition
identified our members long ago. Of course, thisatime from
a motion from the Third Party. This government \idlve suc-
ceeded in serving out two full terms without makiggy im-
provements in the way of legislative reform, analttis a dubi-
ous honour.

The budget before us contains no funding, yet agama
permanent youth shelter. It is not acceptable tonbe kids

from Skookum Jim'’s to the Sarah Steele detox t@ouarday-
time programs. Each of these organizations is daiggod job
in terms of the role they play, but it's not a pamant solution.
These young people deserve a permanent solutidrbéyal

government would make sure this happens. This islea the
current government has gone back and forth on.odarcandi-
dates promised it in the last election, back in&d8ut it has
never made it to the top of this government’s jiydist. Eco-

nomic issues have always meant more to this govemhthan
these social issues, and this is a prime example.

I'm going to raise another one. Last fall, this Hewoted
to move forward on a homeless shelter in Whitehokggin,
the budget before us contains no money to actilld that
shelter. NGOs have been coming to this governmentaf
number of years with proposals, but none have lypmd
enough for this government to get behind and supfdrere
has always been an excuse. Nine years have pamsgédio
action has been taken. We still have, on a redhdais, people
going and occupying the only 10 beds at the Samafirmy
with sometimes as many as 15 or 20 more peoplgisige
across plastic chairs and on tables. It's unacbépta- unac-
ceptable. We've covered a lot of ground here todend we
have provided the government with several suggestim how
this budget could be improved — something whichwedried
to do every year.

The Premier has talked about cooperating with thmosi-
tion and we’ll get another indication of how sesduwe is about
it by how he treats the proposals that we've puivéod. We
have serious reservations about the spending psatir this
Yukon Party government. This budget suffers fromrriais of
credibility.

We do not support the Premier’s plan to mortgagefth
ture in such an irresponsible way. This is the taain estimate
— the last budget — that this government will tabéfore an
election, and that is a good thing, because thg-ferm finan-
cial health of the Yukon could not readily standter one
like it. Yukoners no longer trust this governmentanrd with
good reason. The plan to privatize our energy &poisoned
the waters for many voters who are eager to gbe@blls and
vote for a government they can trust.

I've laid out several areas that need improvemadtsev-
eral areas where a Liberal government would uséfereht
approach. How government treats the least fortumateur
society is one area where we definitely have diffierviews
than the current administration. We have beenmgitiie issue
of poverty for years and the need to fight it. Tireviously
announced second phase of the social inclusiotegiras a
good place to start. It could be the basis for geasnd for put-
ting the money into making new inroads against pyyef-
fordable housing, additional support for the wogkpoor, ad-
ditional mental health resources, and substanceeateatment
to deal with issues that add to the burden on nadirspciety’s
least fortunate and addressing hunger are allgfatttat long
list. How we look after our environment is anothéfe believe
in a balanced approach, one that creates jobs rmecfs our
wilderness. That is sadly lacking in today’s Yukon.
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In closing, | want to thank officials across goveent for
their work in preparing the documents that we dseussing
today. It is one of the largest tasks of the yearniany gov-
ernment officials and we appreciate their hard waqdrticu-
larly those in the Department of Finance. Officilaésre worked
tirelessly once again to bring forward a fiscalnpfar Yukon-
ers. We can only hope the government is more capafbiol-
lowing the plan this year than it has been in ypast.

Thank you. Merci. Mahsi’ cho.

Hon. Mr. Lang: Well, Mr. Speaker, that was very in-
teresting — very, very interesting. We have listerie the
Leader of the Official Opposition for five and ohaH years,
his recommendations and his comments on the flece.But
as he says himself, “What is said in the House hagenothing
to do with what happens out on the street.” In otherds, this
is just a game — a political game. I'm quoting hivhen he
says that actual facts that happen on the streetifferent.

Now, Mr. Speaker, listening to the member opposhe,
Leader of the Official Opposition, what does he én&w offer
Yukoners? Well, | would say he has to offer morevbft the
Liberals always offer — promises and no results.

Now, the members opposite say to us — they divorce
themselves from the Liberal Party. They say thggsnothing
to do with us. But you only have to look behindrthéo see
who is actually working within the party and finditat’s the
same old people, with the same old tired answegsl tof our
issues. This government has worked diligently aneahonom-
ics of the territory. Without an economically soubddget or
economically sound management, none of these dkiiregs
work. You can’t have a social network, or safety, mgthout
first having an economic foundation able to supploat safety
net.

The members opposite talk about housing. We have in
creased the social housing program in the YukonskhguCor-
poration by 40 percent. Now, where did that coneenf? That

| hope Yukoners are listening to the member opposit came from sound financial foundations. We haverdiseurces

When the time comes to go to the people of thétoeyr I'm
certain they will not take what the member opposégs in the
House here very seriously.

First of all, in my opening comments this afterneenand
I only have 40 minutes to enter the debate thisrafion with
two of the bigger departments, Community Servicesl a
Highways and Public Works. I'd like to thank thediavorking
individuals in the Department of Community Servieesl the
Department of Highways and Public Works for theiilglhard
work for Yukoners.

I have had the responsibility of representing thanthis
House for the last three years. | find the depantsédo a stel-
lar job for Yukon. If you were to look at our budgéere today
and look at where we were when we were electedOb22
what we promised Yukoners when we went to the pols
economic reliability and economic management. | hvore-
mind the Liberal Party of the state of the tergtor 2002. We
couldn’t pay our bills, and we ran the operatiorgofernment
on a line of credit. The caucus in 2002 understooed thing:
we had to get the economic viability of the Yukoack on
track.

Now, the Liberal Party — to give them credit — werdy
in power for 18 months, so they had a very sheonetito do
anything in government. So what they did do celyaieflected
badly on the economy of the territory. They didfiX the
economy. That was our task and today our task ie.dbcan
go back to the Yukon people, my constituents — lived in
the Yukon most of my life — and ask them: “Are ybetter
off today than you were in 20027?” Well, for oneni I'll find
more Yukoners out there to answer the questionusecthere
are more Yukoners today than there were in 2002.

The unemployment rate is 3.6 percent. It was vergin
12 percent when the Liberal government was in povwee
proof is in the pudding. What did we do as a goment?
What did we do differently from the people oppo3iwell, as
Yukoners, we went to work and improved the econoatic
mate of the territory.

S0 we can invest back in the Yukon.

When we talk about increase in population and emedn
opportunity in the territory that has come over timee years, |
was counting the number of second-generation Yulsonéio
are now serving in our communities as medical dscte sec-
ond-generation Yukoners working in our territorytire medi-
cal field — and there are four. There is anothex onWinni-
peg working right now so that she can come bac¢heoyukon.
She is studying emergency medicine in Winnipeg.t ik be
five, second-generation Yukoners.

Why did they come back to the Yukon? Because the
portunities are here in the territory. They weremetre in the
territory nine years ago. There wasn'’t the finahailaerewithal
to do the expansion we have done.

The member opposite talks about the issue of badrge
ance. That is the buzz word of the week for thedeeaf the
Official Opposition — bad governance. The samevitial,
by the way — and | won’t go on about this, butrdiit in-
credible that we would sit here and listen for taurs about
the negativity of the Yukon and the departments phé these
budgets together. The member can cover it up any hea
wants, but | don’t work on my budget — Highways d@thablic
Works and Community Services. | task the departenenpre-
sent them to us.

| just represent the department in the House hedeoa a
daily basis. When people come in, | work with tlepartment.
So when he points fingers at us and then standsdells the
world that he didn’t mean the Department of Finawes inca-
pable of putting a budget together or, by the viajjpowing a
budget that is fantasy, that the Department of ikigds in the
middle of a fantasy thing. These departments ligbethis con-
versation. They listen to us in this House, s®isérious. It's
not just about politics; it's about good governgremed it starts
with all the departments and us working in unison.

The Minister of Finance, the Premier of this temyt said
to us the first day we were in power — had our cauogether
— that the first thing we have to do, when we wetd where
we were financially, was get our house in ordeafficially be-
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cause, without the financial wherewithal, nothilsggoing to
happen in this territory.

Well, a job well done, and as we move forward witany
of the projects we're doing today, as we look, ¢hen't a
community in the territory that isn’t touched byisttgovern-
ment and these two departments: Highways and PWtiks
and Community Services. Again, | would like to thahe in-
dividuals in our communities who work on a dailysisa—
work in every community — and invariably, Mr. Speakare
part and parcel of those communities. Communityiges
works diligently in our communities, not only inettCity of
Whitehorse, but throughout the territory, to makbetdter life
for our Yukon communities. So, as we go forwarcir dis-
cussions this afternoon, what was very interestmgne in
Community Services was where we were going, whias w
important. | asked the department, “Where did weedrom
last year? What did we do in the last 365 days? tWillththe
department do to make our lives — the lives of Yhuks —
better and what did they do in the last 365 days?”

Well, it's astounding. The amount of work that wdmne
in that department is astounding — lists and lsftghings.
They talk about lot development. The oppositiorkdahbout
this budget — over $40 million in land developmanthe ter-
ritory — huge. Now, not all Whistle Bend — all occommuni-
ties are going to be touched by that and we’re mgrkvith our
municipalities.

The Leader of the Opposition neglects to tell Yukwsn
that there is another partner in this and it'sezhthe municipal
government, and we work with that government to ettgy
land in their communities, in the municipalitieshel member
opposite neglects to talk about that partnership.

As we move forward with the debate this afternon,
Community Services alone, the homeowners grant -e-
members opposite voted against it — paid 7,500 Yiukouse-
holds an average of $415 each; 7,500 home ownerargav-
erage of $415 in their homeowners grant index. Hugern-
ment did that. The opposition voted against thosprove-
ments.

Building Safety branch completed 5,200 inspectifms
building, plumbing, development, electrical, gasd amoiler
pressure vessels last year — 5,200 inspectionfidypepart-
ment of Community Services.

Motor vehicles — we issued 35,000 vehicle regisiret
and had over 25,000 active operator licences. Agaammu-
nity Services did that in the last year.

Last year, Community Services — this governmenthe- t
first government to change the municipal partngrske had
with our communities — transferred $20.59 millian Yukon
municipalities — $20.9 million. It went into our monunities.
We operate 20 solid-waste sites in rural Yukon avelre
committed — this government is committed to makee ghat
we reach the goal of no burning in the territory the year
2012. That's what we’re working toward now.

FireSmart was a project that the Liberals cancelledt
year we created 28 projects all through Yukon comitias. Of
course, it helps to reduce fire risk. The Emergel®asures
Organization supported eight volunteer search aestue

teams and trained 50 Yukon government and commumiy-
bers in emergency management and incident commgsid s
tems. Emergency Medical Services responded
medevacs, 4,566 ambulance calls in Whitehorse @@y kalls
in the communities.

This government did that under the Community Sexwic
department. We're working on 80 capital projectdrastruc-
ture projects, throughout the Yukon. This governtmeade the
decision — another good-news story — that we’rengadio
enhance our library, and how will we do that? Imtpership
with the Kwanlin Dun, we’re building a brand nevbriry to
service the Whitehorse area.

Little did I know, until | became a spokesman foe tde-
partment, the number of people who utilize our ulibraries
throughout the territory, but in the City of Whiteke, that
library is probably one of the most used publicldings in
Whitehorse. I'm not counting the liquor store; ltaunting just
the basic government departments on a daily b@sislibrary
is used extensively. That library will move to thew Kwanlin
Dun cultural centre, be expanded and modernized.

Sports and Recreation in the Yukon: it annuallydwuii2
Yukon communities for community recreation, sevenkdh
recreational groups, 29 sports governing bodieshigi per-
formance, four elite athletes and four high-perfance offi-
cials. Last year 98 Yukon athletes placed in the ttwee in
national or international competition — 98 Yukoner# of a
population of 35,000 people competed at nationdliaterna-
tional competitions and stood on the podium. Themhe out of
the funding and the work that the sports and reicnreaepart-
ment works on, on a daily basis.

Also, we are responsible for the fire seasons, Mfild Fire
Management. It was the earliest starting seasohase which

thwas a bit of a surprise because usually the fies@e starts a

little later in the year — we are talking again ablast year —
and 88 forest fires burned and 57 percent wereechhby light-

ning — that is a statistic. | am just saying to theuse here
today that wildland fire is a very busy componefior De-

partment of Community Services.

Infrastructure development — we are talking abais |
and we are talking about communities throughoutt¢netory.
The Ingram subdivision in Whitehorse is now comglehak-
ing 43 single families, nine multi-families, eigtitiplexes and
72 townhouse lots available to Yukoners — againtkwtbat
came out of the Department of Community Services.

Construction of Whistle Bend, which we are workomgin
conjunction with the municipality: the connectingad is ap-
proximately 45 percent done. Clearing, grubbing salglage of
wood and all phase 1 and 2 roads are completefifBheet of
lots is scheduled to be released in early 2012irAghe work
is proceeding and anybody who drives through thea avill
see the work that has been done in the past.

The Willow Acres subdivision in Haines Junctions igjo-
ing to have 27 country residential, 49 single fggnihree
multi-family and two commercial lots — again worgirwith
our communities. Haines Junction is an exampleettirgy lots
out.

to 683
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Seven Carcross waterfront projects are finisheduding
the most recent project, tI8S Tutshimemorial, and four more
projects are currently underway. In other words, Bipeaker,
another commitment this government made was to reha
Carcross for the benefit not only of the touriside that comes
through there, but for the residents in the YuKamcommend
anybody in the House here or any Yukoner to go takd a
tour of that investment in Carcross and you wilttaialy see
the improvements there on the ground.

Now the Whitehorse waterfront projects — now theran
investment. No other government in the historyhaf territory
has invested as much money on the waterfront irtéNbise as
this government. The members opposite don’t talkualhe
waterfront. They ignore these things. But in fdbts govern-
ment is putting the money on the ground on the rfratet. We
invested in the Kwanlin Dun cultural centre. | wémtough the
public library project. The contract has now beenfbr the
wharf and for the rip-rap that’s going in. Thaigontract that
will be let very shortly and we're looking forwatd that pro-
ject getting finished this summer.

The municipal rural infrastructure fund had 22 pod$ this
year, including the CAFN cultural centre. It's bgibuilt in
Haines Junction. | just saw progress on that dsdjitite im-
pressive. Thirteen projects are complete with #maainder to
be finished before the end of 2012. Five commumitidl re-
ceive improved public water treatment systems. Ehanother
thing this government has done. We are committagograde
our potable water operations throughout the tawrito

So the communities that were touched last yeaRarss
River, Haines Junction, Teslin, Carcross and Maake. As
we go through this, we’'ll find that we're investiimgOld Crow
and other communities as we move through the pnog@a
make sure all our potable water is up to Canadiemdgrds.

Protective Services: the fire season of 2010 trigg)e88
fires, as | said. Wildland Fire Management persband crews
were successful. The fires last year started dartywere also
very intense. If it had continued, it would haveamethe in-
vestment we had was more than we had to spendt oke
me up to the fact as minister that these fires/arg expensive.

The Ross River fire department took delivery ofranil
new fire truck, a pumper, and that was $309,000tskid.ake
took delivery of a new $185,000 pump tanker in ®eto
These are many of the things we do on a yearlysbasi we
upgrade the equipment in these communities andewairare
of the fact that modernization is very important.

The equipment has to be reliable and our commumitgt
be safe from fire. Wildland fire management is vemgry im-
portant. I'd like to take a minute here — as thaister, I've
met many of these volunteer firefighters throughiingt terri-
tory, and I'd like to thank them here in the Hofisetheir hard
work. We have a huge number of volunteers in ounrooni-
ties. It is absolutely amazing the number of peeg® volun-
teer in our communities and make our communitiedebe
places. Of course, the fire department is one pilaeg volun-
teer — and also EMS. They work on the ambulanceshaip
their fellow man in these communities. Without tfedunteers
in these communities, I’'m not quite sure any goxent could

afford the cost to replace our volunteers. Sohastinister, I'd
like to thank them, and | certainly appreciate himg they do.

Of course, we are building an integrated emergerey
sponse facility at the top of the Two Mile Hill. ats a com-
mitment we’'ve made and that will be started thisryel'hat
will be an ambulance, EMO — an integrated wholdifgchat
will work for Yukoners long into the future. Of crae, we are
continually buying new ambulances and replacingabdiones.

Last year we bought three, and this year we hadgdted
more ambulances. These are the things we do in girana
government to make sure that these communities hiawe
proper equipment.

As we move through this — and | find it interestitiat
somehow the Leader of the Official Opposition —iti§ ap-
propriate to say — would be one of the bigger a&ns on this
topic — that we have to balance things in the Hdwese, and
make sure that we represent all Yukoners in theseoudon’t
think we do ourselves any good by pointing fingersdoing
whatever, but we have to make sure — Mr. Speakgifjomis
to give the facts on the floor here. | have no rdonflexibility
on those facts.

The opposition has a responsibility, and part aft tre-
sponsibility is to work with us as a government,aasiember
— independently or whatever — asking us questiomghe
department and coming up with a line of questionthat's
appropriate. In turn, we listen to the reply to bhelget.

It has no balance in it — when we are called jut peo-
ple or we are just whatever. But the fact is teatét what the
Leader of the Official Opposition should be doihte should
be rolling out a blueprint for Yukoners on wherattparticular
party or where the Third Party is going to take Yh#on.

We brought it here. We're fighting over a $1-bitio
budget. When this government took over, we had @0$5
million budget — a $500-million budget. We more rihdou-
bled it in nine years. How did we do that? We diddcause we
worked in partnership with the federal governmevarked in
partnership with the mining community — whatever and,
most importantly, we got devolution. Devolution wasy im-
portant to the Yukon because devolution — regasdédésvhat
was in that document, in the sense that the Leafddre Offi-
cial Opposition says we should be renegotiatingabse we
only get so much money from our non-renewable nessu

In fact, we get 100 percent of $3 million to staiith,
which | don't disagree with, but I will tell you, MSpeaker, we
are talking to the federal government and have Ibal&ing to
the federal government through our departmentsotexactly
what the member is talking about.

So when the insinuation is there that we're nohdany-
thing — in fact, we are doing things to make sure are
treated in the same way as our neighbours.

Now, remember that the Northwest Territories dayet
any of their resources until they get devolutiond ghey're
working on devolution. | wish them all the luck tine world.
It's a tough slog to get the thing done, but | wisbm a speedy
transfer to their own responsibility, because thathat it's all
about.
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It is about financial management. We can't blamieeot
people now. We are the captain of our own ship.N&Ae not
only the good part about devolution, but the otside has to
explain to Yukoners why things don’'t happen. Thitougur
financial capabilities, the Yukon has never beemaruessed
with resources. You only have to go to the CityD#wson,
Haines Junction — there have never been more schmnolt
under any other government.

We’re working on F.H. Collins. It's a huge investmbebut
this government is working on it to get it doned ave will get
it done.

our communities. As you know, 2012 is the year thathave
to have a no-burn policy. As | said earlier thiteefoon, 2012
is the date to which we are committed to get oubwfning.
The Yukon Solid Waste Action Plaworking. There are a few
issues out there, but we've actually got the transtations
working and we’re working with the communities.def that
it's fairly positive and now we have to look at ethareas.
We've got the Dawson City area. We've got areas likayo
— alot of these solid-waste areas are being atlizy explora-
tion crews. We've got the actual developing of rsitrappen-
ing. A lot of the burden of managing these solicstgaareas

We will have a new F.H. Collins, like we have a newfalls on the communities, so those things havestaddressed.

school in Carmacks. How many governments ignoredCéar-
macks school situation? Was anybody in the old cicho
Carmacks? Well, | was. That building should haverbee-
placed 15 years ago; we replaced it. We made themittnent
and got it done.

Also, it is important for us as a government, aadainly
the department is aware of the responsibility —etaof these
dumps — these solid-waste areas — were transfémed the
territorial government to the municipalities. Whiertomes to
closure plans, when it comes to an environmengaleis how

But as we move forward here, Community Services cermuch of that responsibility is borne by the munratity and

tainly has the responsibility to work within ourmmunities.
At the AYC meeting, | made an announcement thatweee
going out to review our — first of all, to give i&le history to
what I'm going to say, Mr. Speaker, three and oak-hears
ago, we talked to the municipalities about fundimey had
not had a funding increase in about 10 or 15 yéAfs.as a
government — under the Minister of Health at theatet —
made a deal with them that we would increase thdifig and
that we would index it so they would have a guaredtfund-
ing process for a five-year period. We're cominghe end of
the five-year period. When | as minister went torBan and
discussed with the municipalities, decided abowt @ would
move forward, we, in conjunction with the Assoaatiof
Yukon Communities and the municipalities — the beay to
move forward was to put together a group of indiaild, Asso-
ciation of Yukon Communities and ourselves and gbioto
our communities and talk to our municipalities datk to the
individuals in our communities.

Now, we did that. | haven't got the consolidatedora-
mendations, but | have the recommendations fromicipaii-
ties in front of me now and we’re going to work titis new
template of how the municipalities will be managetb the
future. The municipalities not only have finangiabblems, but
they also have other issues. How do they attraqil@yaes?
What opportunity is there for municipalities to ate their own
wealth? What about thdunicipal Actin itself? What about all
these other questions that came out of this digm@d was
very impressed at the responses from our munitigsli It
wasn’t all about money. The money is one issuethey have
other issues. It was certainly a timely time todévat discus-
sion. I'm looking forward to going to the Assocdtiof Yukon
Communities in the coming year to announce a geodod
plan in conjunction with the group that’s workingtkvme, but
it's going to be interesting because it's goindpéoan important
day for our municipalities, and certainly addregsatl the con-
cerns of the communities is very important.

Certainly one of the bigger things we did was thekon

how much should the territorial government be resgue for?
It is no different from our type 2 mine sites. Wizt we re-
sponsible for? What are they responsible for? Thatpartner-
ship where we will work with the municipalities. Alse solid-
waste areas are closed, they have to have a clptame and
how much of that will be borne by the territoriadvgrnment
and how much by the municipality? Again, it's wargiin con-
junction with the municipality itself. These areryevery im-
portant issues in the sense that they affect allnounicipali-
ties, and it's work in progress, but again | woliké to thank
the department because they have really come tmérk and
done a great job of looking at this and being dveain how
we're going to manage our solid waste into theritu

In 2010 for the Special Olympics Canadian summenaga
in London, Ontario, we sent 25 athletes, coachesnaission
staff representing Yukon in four sports. It was targest con-
tingent ever to go out to represent the Yukon. Tdlieya stellar
job. We have contributed to the Hockey Day in Canachich
we're all going to celebrate this coming weekendanrether
great investment in the municipality that is hogtithem.
We've contributed resources to that too, and I'mklag for-
ward to it.

The government is very conscious of the rural eleadt
program, which was always in place, and how peaplsess
energy, which was always in place. There were G3epts
completed or are in progress under the rural éleectiion pro-
gram to provide electricity and telecommunicatisesvices to
Yukon. In other words, that was just last yearpégects.

To date this is the project that we instituted agogern-
ment — 105 projects have been completed and 4hgueo-
gress under the rural domestic water well progranensure
Yukoners have access to safe, potable water. Thatrsething
this government did and that has been taken updgdmmu-
nities or by the rural areas with 105 projects tred42 that are
in progress.

So as you can see, the Department of Communityicgsrv
is a fairly busy department. That's what | wantsty in the

Solid Waste Action Plaand of course that was a two or threeHouse here: if we know where we’re going, we havé&riow

year process as we worked on how to manage theewabte in

where we came from. That department — whetherspsrts,
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wildland fire and all the things that happen in thepartment
— | would like to compliment them on their hard \kor

I'd like to thank the hospital board for working onr two
new hospitals. Remember, Mr. Speaker, the LeadtreoOffi-

I have only a few more minutes — 40 minutes to talkcial Opposition never brings that up, but we’'ve ladospital

about two of the bigger departments.

Highways and Public Works: the most important thimat
this government did was put together that capitah pn how
we were going to move forward into the future. @héhe big-
gest problems we had as a government was thect&strion
how we managed capital projects. In other words,coatract-
ing community didn't know from year to year where were
going to go.

This capital plan that the Minister of Finance Ipag on
the floor here today and looks forward to implenreptas it
passes will be the map — will be a plan for ourelsivnents on
into the future — 2015. As you can see if you lakhat —
F.H. Collins school will be ongoing and all of tlkeesther pro-
jects — but the contracting community can lookhatt tand say
to themselves, this is the work that's going togepover the
next period of time.

Now, that doesn’t encompass all the work that greto-
rial government does. For the smaller contracts@mdractors
that we work with on a yearly basis, we put sonsoueces in
place so that they can count on $12 million a yearontracts
that are small and maintenance orientated. Sortfatler guy
can count on those investments on the ground. agaih, in
itself, is a new way of looking at how we manage loudget so
that the community knows where we’re going.

You only have to drive around the territory to sewat's
being invested. The Campbell Highway — $33 milliover
three years. This is the last year. Yukon Zinc Wdlve access
to the Alaska Highway and that's because we indegtethe
Campbell Highway. If you go up north, the Atlin Rbwill be
invested in and the upgrades to the Atlin Road belldrawing
to an end. We've been working on that for years.

in Watson Lake since the 1960s. | lived in Watsakd. 22
years. Somehow we’re building a hospital that dibesast —
we’'re replacing the hospital in Watson Lake becatisdired.
We’'re going to build a new hospital there to sehat area.

Dawson City is a growing community. How do you ecipe
people to move to Dawson City without a hospitale'h/ put-
ting the investments on the ground; this governrhastdone it
in the past and we’ll do it in the future. Todayhink it's a
great day for the Yukon. You only have to walk ddesto feel
the excitement in the air, the building that's gpion, the in-
vestment on the ground. It looks like progress joayes, and |
think Yukoners will make that decision in the falhen we go
to the people.

Mr. Cardiff: Well, Mr. Speaker, speaking of being
tired, | think the government may be a little tirdtdis indeed a
pleasure to be here today to respond to the gowanrtisnninth
budget. | think that before | start | would likeftost of all say a
few words about my riding. | would like to thanketkoters in
my riding, my constituents, for their continued pag, for
their advice, and for the fellowship that they pd®von a regu-
lar basis. When attending community events or mgprinto
them on the street, they always have somethingip®do say
about the work that | am doing and | appreciaté. th&ave
really enjoyed working with the local advisory cailn the
Mount Lorne Community Association, Wolf Creek Conmity
Association, Mary Lake Community Association ande th
Mount Lorne volunteer fire department.

They have all been willing to work together, tonlgritheir
concerns to me so that | can represent them heheibegisla-
tive Assembly. They are a very dedicated groumdividuals

There's the issue about bridge maintenance andydorid who provide an important service to their communityhink

building; culvert maintenance — all these thingattbovern-
ment does on a daily basis, yearly basis. The MNis&iver
bridge — we’ve got to put a go-forward plan on tlisutlin
River bridge. It's the longest bridge in our invemntin the ter-
ritory, so we're going to invest in that as we mdéwevard.

In closing, again I'd like to thank my constituenidho
work with me on a daily, weekly basis. | hear frémem on a
regular basis and that's what it's all about. Téatiy job. I'd
like to thank the departments that I've had theplee to work
with over the last nine years, whether it's Energynes and
Resources, whether it's Highways and Public WodksCom-
munity Services — they’'ve done a stellar job forassa gov-
ernment and, in turn, have done a stellar jobHerYukon.

that all too often we don’t recognize that. Theyéaery con-
cise insights into the needs of their communitisat's why

it's important as MLAs that we stay connected withse asso-
ciations and groups, as well as with individualstdnents.

I know that in going around door-to-door in thetlbt$le
while, I've heard a number of positive things abth# work
that I've done here in the Legislative Assembly,vesll as
some comments about what it is they expect govemhitoedo
for Yukon and what their vision is for the Yukomterestingly
enough it doesn’t always match up with what we Hiean the
government.

I would like to say that | am looking forward, aftee next
election, to continuing to work with the communétysociation

The Department of Finance, which has worked with th and the local advisory council not just in Mountrhe, but in

federal government to put together the budgets awe loday
and working with the Minister of Finance to see weheve
could maximize spending the resources.

The Yukon Energy Corporation, for investing in Mago
— a recommendation from the Leader of the Offi€glposi-
tion that it was a bad investment, but any time gaa tie in
two grids and be able to manage your power througttte
territory, that's a good move.

Carcross, Tagish and Marsh Lake. | feel really ictenft about
the fact that their issues, the issues that | aamiig from peo-
ple in those communities now and what | have heaet the
years, are not dissimilar to the issues that | lraised here in
the Legislative Assembly over the past eight ahdlayears.
So I'm really looking forward to the opportunity teork

with those groups and those individuals in thoseranities. |
feel really passionate about issues like local gowent and
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ensuring that people’s voices are heard, who aeetto pro-
vide advice, who go to their constituents, and thaye the
ability to make decisions about their communitied @rovide
advice to the Minister of Community Services anHeotde-
partments about what needs to take place in tlosimaunity.
The important thing is that government has to tiste those
people. What | hear consistently a lot of the tim¢hat gov-
ernment is not listening all the time.

and we need to be cognizant of the traditional ,ubesneed for
wildlife habitat and environmental protection. Weed to work
together as communities and show leadership asrgoent
during these processes. | could go on about a nuofbather
items, but | want to talk for a little while abaiie budget.

The government has indicated that they are goirtgtiie a
budget that projects a $38.5-million surplus. Wiet have
seen over the past number of years is what | wiautd “phan-

My constituents in the Mount Lorne area and in Wolftom surpluses”. The credibility of the governmentdelivering

Creek and Mary Lake feel that government hasntetied
enough to some of the issues they have. | wardguoht briefly
— there are some positive things in the budgetnigrriding

and there are a lot of positive things that havepkeaed in our
community. When | look at the Mount Lorne commurtgntre
and the changes that have taken place over therdyuilding
of the three-season structure, the timber-framddimgj, the

improvements to the community centre itself, theerg build-
ing of the shed to house the Zamboni more apprgbyiand
provide the infrastructure there — they have akrbgreatly
appreciated.

Improvements to the highways — there’s a lot of kuibiat
has been done on various stretches of road wittenriding
over the years, resurfacing and whatnot. There baem con-
cerns about how some of that work is done and velneth not
we're actually getting good value for the taxpayddilars that
are being spent. I've heard concerns about highsedigty on
the Annie Lake Road with the recent improvementsene the
road surface was upgraded but then it deteriorat=dly
quickly and my constituents have been experienpimdplems
with their vehicles because of the rough road serfa

Highway safety on the Alaska Highway continues ¢cab
issue. It's an issue that | raised many times ditiire construc-
tion of the Whitehorse Copper or Mount Sima sulsion and
there are concerns about the infrastructure thatlean put in
place to address the various entrances to thogsbvsibns, as
well as excessive speeds, high congestion at \atimes, as
well as numerous accidents, including a tragic deati that
happened last fall.

Other concerns that fall into some of the categofi
which | am the critic include land planning. Thaieg to all
areas of the riding. It goes to the planning of Wkitehorse
Copper subdivision in years previous. It has beersaue in
Marsh Lake that I've raised here in the Legislathgsembly.
The government has been slow to respond, but | retadel
that they are responding. The residents of Mourmhé&dave
been asking the Minister of Community Services traMin-
ister of Energy, Mines and Resources for the lastet years to
review the land plan. To date, they've receivedsatisfaction.
Land planning is a very important issue in thisitery, as we
know from the process in north Yukon and the predést’s
currently in its final stages around the Peel lptahning com-
mission.

It's an important issue in all communities that plen how
we develop land, how we are all going to survive &we to-
gether on the land here in the territory. We needrsure that
adequate resources are in the budget, becausel Wwaval an
impact on the land. Development has an impact enldahd,

that surplus is very lacking.

What we've seen in the past is where the governrnast
predicted surpluses, we've actually — with suppletagy
budgets and special warrants — seen those becofititsde
The result is that the savings account in 2006e0alled a little
over $200,000; at the end of the current fiscak yhat we're
in, it will be only $18 million.

I think the reason there is a problem with credipik that
if you look at past budgets, you will see a steatyease —
and rightfully so — in a number of departments vehtrere
has been an increase in O&M costs. For some rehsogov-
ernment this year believes that they can actualyehse op-
eration and maintenance spending across governiyecibse
to $10 million. It's going to be difficult, | belie, for the gov-
ernment to do this. We've already heard a littediiout this,
although the government was quick to respond —ctlte to
mental health services, and we are still uncertairbe honest
with you, about exactly what the government’s ititars are,
whether it is for one year or what the actual cotmment is on
the part of government for those services. By ogtthe O&M
budget, what services to Yukoners will no longerkailable?

The other thing that has remained steady over dagsyis
what we see as a continued dependency on the feperern-
ment, and not much has changed over all those yerapsir
own-source revenues. Despite consecutive billidladbudg-
ets — the Premier likes to talk about the financibacity or
fiscal capacity that has been increased, but afldthas been
reliant on stimulus funding from the federal goveent —
programs like Building Canada, the MRIF and the &han
strategic infrastructure fund, stimulus funds amel toney that
was provided for projects like Mayo B and closebtd®0 mil-
lion or more for housing initiatives here in theritery. | be-
lieve that this budget is an election budget andloobt they
heard some criticism from within their own rankattthey had
been running deficits and that they had to show tthey were
going to have a surplus. Thus, they presented ryethar sur-
plus budget, which we believe will not actually eoto pass.

We're very pleased with a number of things thatiarthe
budget. The Premier, in his Budget Address, in mber of
instances talked about the opposition voting agaithsWe
heard the same rhetoric from the Minister of ComityuSer-
vices and Highways and Public Works. We have tbzmaand
members on the other side have to realize, thabpsause we
on this side of the House don’t vote for the budgetloesn’t
mean we don’t support a large number of initiativesthe
budget, because there is a lot of good that's ddhere are a
lot of projects that are necessary. It's about hgé vision and
staying in touch with what it is that Yukoners waartd not



7286

HANSARD

February 7, 2011

going out and initiating large projects without sahing Yuk-
oners — such as hospitals, as in Dawson City.

The other area | have some concerns about is héthvay
that projects like those are managed. I'd like dobgck just a
little bit to the revenue side and the fact tha& government is
still not looking at increasing and maximizing owodrce
revenue. So part of that is a taxation issue, aitid all the eco-
nomic activity — the increase in mineral explorat@nd min-
ing activity — how could we retain more of that &én the
territory? Well, we could retain more of it if weeven't flying
workers in and out of the territory. This is soneghthat’s
common in the north. To start with, we need to lablour tax
regime. That would be one way of doing it — to besv we
can retain a portion of the taxes that would bel paithose
people were actually living here in the territory.

A better way to get around that would be to engbhed
there was adequate housing so that Whitehorseher abm-
munities in the Yukon, like Faro or Dawson City Mayo,
could become those hubs and that people couldlbctiva in
those communities and commute to some of thosee@mj
They could actually make their lives here, contiébto those
communities, earn their living, and pay taxes herethe
Yukon, instead of paying taxes in other jurisdingdn south-
ern Canada.

| know the Premier took huge offence last fall whHen
thought | was talking about people sheltering tmeoney in
some offshore bank account in the Bahamas wheisdddhis
issue. He didn't understand the issue.

Revenue royalties — there has been a lot of tatkiathat
recently and changing the devolution transfer agesd to
increase the threshold. But the reality is that weehever
reached that cap, at least not in the time I'vars#tis Legisla-
tive Assembly — where there has been that manylttegan
the territory around land and minerals.

If you look at the current budget figures, when Yook at
revenues from lands, mining and forestry licendess $1.3
million that is projected. The oil and gas reveim&115,000
and the royalties are $187,000.

| honestly believe we need to look at the royakgime
because, in contrast to the figures | just quoted den’t have
the figures in front of me, but I recall it wastftat long ago
that the Minto mine announced a large royalty paymne the
Selkirk First Nation. They just announced that tpajd off all
the money they owed Yukon Energy Corporation. Sweths
money to be made in mining and mineral extractibmey're
doing quite well, thank you.

It's the difference between a royalty regime basedgrof-
its, which is what the Yukon government has, opyalty re-
gime based on net smelter return, which is what vegmtiated
with the Selkirk First Nation.

Not to dwell on this too much, but | want to alsmnt out
that the royalties for placer gold currently arg gercent of the
value of gold and, for the purpose of that, goldakied at $15
per ounce. This was set up many, many years agwve+r 0
years ago — which means that the Yukon publictakpayers,
received 37.5 cents per ounce for gold when wéradw that
gold currently is selling at over $1,300 per outaday. | think

that it is not too much to expect or too much tk, @and | think
Yukoners deserve to get more for the resourcesateabeing
extracted from the territory.

The other thing that comes out of all of the atyiviere in
the Yukon and this is part of the reason why thersome
strain on the operation and maintenance budgethefDe-
partment of Health and Social Services and a satiain
added with all of the activity.

What we're seeing, or what we have seen is an aseré
social assistance payments — more strain put oausecof the
lack of availability of affordable housing and himgsfor those
who are hard to house. We also see strains on espfu
addictions treatment. By contrast, if you lookre tevenues in
the budget, when it comes to addressing the neeabiftictions
treatment, you can contrast the revenues thatkespbearlier
with the revenues that the government receivesugirathe
Yukon Liquor Corporation. The liquor tax is $3.9lllon. The
profit is $8.9 million. We receive $12.85 milliorit@gether
from liquor revenue and taxes and yet we still it to
struggle with providing services to those who stitegwith
drug and alcohol addictions.

So in what we've seen, the government’s responsepst
a sobering centre — an assessment centre — abtrertonal
facility and to further criminalize this activityt’s not a crimi-
nal activity; it's a health problem; it's an adddct. It's like a
disease and we need to treat it. We don't needetat these
people like criminals.

| would like to touch on a few of the areas of @sgibility
that | have as far as critic areas in relatiorhlhudget, before
my time expires. In the area of Community Servithere are
many good projects that we support; a lot of thosming out
of the municipal rural infrastructure fund and Biilg Canada
fund that are funded on a percentage basis witheirgorial
government and, in some cases, the municipalities.

There are important projects for the health andtgadf all
Yukoners in communities — water and sewer projdots
Yukon communities that ensure that there’s goofi danking
water and sewage treatment facilities that protemth the
groundwater and our rivers and lakes.

There’s continued work on the waterfront both ind@ass
and in Whitehorse and the addition of the Kwanlimzultural
centre on the waterfront is most welcome. | looknfard to
seeing other developments on the waterfront, boththe
government and by the private sector. | think hgvihose
projects there now will encourage the private setboalso
inveBvéhbemn in Carcross a number of times recently e
seen the improvements that are being made therd know
that they are greatly appreciated in that commuriitye im-
provements at the Tutshi interpretive centre —rthe visitor
reception or welcoming facility that's there — tbarving fa-
cility, the bridge and the boat launch are all wele additions
to the waterfront in Carcross.

I notice as well in the budget in some of the detat this
is a very important piece in rural Yukon, both lie triding that
| currently represent and in the riding that I'noking forward
to representing — and that is volunteer firefightdive pre-
sented some ideas to the government. They hawvakentme
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up on them with regard to further supports for woder fire-
fighters in the area of taxation. The governmemidts not to
pursue with the federal government some of thosagss. But
| notice in the budget that there is half a millidollars for the
Mount Lorne volunteer fire department for an adufiti That
will be a much welcomed addition. | hope that theigster and
his officials will consult with the chief and theembers of the
volunteer fire department to ensure that the fgdihat is built
meets their needs.

| recognize that design has just started on thogept and |
look forward to seeing it completed. | would algcelto point
out to the minister that the purpose of such antiaddis to
house the equipment and provide training areas Whi allow
them to park all of the vehicles, hopefully, withire structure.
One thing that they are in need of out there iarker as the
tanker that they currently have is unservicealtles hot road-
worthy, so they have to rely on the mutual aid egrent and
there would have to be tankers coming from Carcross
Golden Horn if there was a fire and they neededstipport.

I would like to talk a little bit about thiglunicipal Act The
minister spoke a bit about that and the need th &idhe way
municipalities are funded and maybe even look atMhnici-
pal Act | would encourage him and say that, yes, thatiatw
needs to happen. That's what we’ve been tryinglichim for
quite awhile now. We need to increase citizen piation in
the democratic process and not what we’ve seenenhenici-
palities and citizens end up in court. When it certee educa-
tion, we've seen a number of projects go througHeurthis
government — one being the education reform projEkere
were a lot of good recommendations in that redocbntinue
to hear of governance being an issue in communitiesre
they want to have a say in the design and deligépducation
for their children. They're not seeing that. We chée make
more improvements in how we devolve that decisiakimy
power to the citizens in the community about whebgens in
their school, allow them more participation and ensay about
the education of their children.

Now the minister who was just speaking — the Mgisif
Community Services — talked about building schanl€ar-
macks and the F.H. Collins Secondary School replacé. |
would just like to remind the member that it was ™NBovern-
ments that built more schools than any other gawveris in
this territory and made that commitment to educetianfra-
structure in many communities — all communitiesehier the
Yukon.

What | would say about the F.H. Collins school pobj—
| heard in Question Period today that it looks like govern-
ment has decided to take a little more of a go-sdpwroach to
that replacement. | don’t know where the enginegand de-
sign is on that project, but | know there’s a némda school
there. | can respect that there is a need to geetigineering
and the design right.

We have seen it before with the way the governnagat
proached building a health care centre in Watsoke La-
which later turned out to be a hospital. There aést of work,
a lot of money spent that ended up having to bemednd
more design work done. So it is important to getight the

first time. Fast tracking is not an appropriate waygo on
many of these projects. Another project we caninitthis area
is the Whitehorse Correctional Centre. The goveminuid

absolutely nothing around the correctional facilityring its

first mandate. Then in this last mandate, all cudden it be-
came a priority and they fast-tracked it. Despite flact that the
minister still continues to say that it is on tiswed on budget, |
am having a hard time believing it. The ministed @ahe gov-
ernment should talk to some of the people who ataady

working on the project.

There is much work that’s being done and then redomd
torn out and done again. As somebody who has waskezbn-
struction projects similar to this, like Yukon Gzgle — large
construction projects — it's very easy, when yokethis ap-
proach, to fast-track a project without the appiatprengineer-
ing and design work done up front to bring it intone and on
budget. So | have serious concerns about thatgiroje

I know my time is running out. There are a numblears
eas that | would like to speak about. One is Yukimusing
Corporation. We've seen the capital budget decliiney spent
a lot of money over a number of years on what tredhed “af-
fordable housing”. It was affordable housing fonises. There
was money spent on social housing.

Despite all of the money that was spent, we séillenlong
wait-lists for social housing. We still have a langopulation of
people who are hard to house, who are left out -eplgewith
disabilities, people with addictions, people wheoahave diffi-
culty finding employment. They are being left oatd they
don’t have housing. So despite all the millions #melincrease
that the minister talked about, we don’t have theding prob-
lem solved yet.

An emergency youth shelter — it is a travesty s
government — we have been raising this issue refbatre-
peatedly, repeatedly, year after year. | have toaaguestion
about an emergency youth shelter for young people are at
risk, who are selling their bodies on the streetsd place to
stay or for drugs or whatever. They need suppbey heed an
environment where they can feel welcome and assidte
would like to touch briefly on some comments — hesa |
just can't let them go — that the Premier mentiomechis
budget speech.

He talked about the all-party committee processin't let
this go at this point because I'm a little too €dse it probably.
But all-party committees started out and there gi@Eat suc-
cess. Thesmoke-free Place&ct was an example of what this
Legislature can do. It's positive for Yukoners. Buften | look
at the list that the Premier spoke about — he smdiaut hu-
man rights legislation. We made some progress therethe
government is dragging its feet on bringing forwamme of
the recommendations that were actually made.

Whistle-blower protection — that's a disaster frany
perspective. We have spent almost four years wgrimit and
we can’t even get a meeting to finalize a reporheé?W/we do
try to give the recommendations to the public, wdwld that
we can'’t do that.
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The Landlord and Tenant Aatas a good process and we ing. We went from less than $10 million in 20028410 mil-

came up with a good report. The government agrbatwe

needed to make the changes and we needed to neskddht.
Now, the government is hiding behind further adtss

tion in order to drag their feet. Bill No. 10Begislative Re-

lion in 2010.

Under the Liberals, Yukon ranked 35 out of 45 digs
tions in the world as a good place to invest, wagrtoday,
under our watch, Yukon ranks fourth out of 51 jdigsions in

newal Act— | was asked a year ago to put my name forwardhe world. Mr. Speaker, | would like to point oatthe Official

— or who would sit on the committee, and we havartheb-
solutely nothing from the government.

So, while we can talk about the budget and thenfira
and all that, what's really underlying this budgethe democ-
ratic deficit. It's the ability of members on thaide of the
House to listen to members on this side of the H@us to the
public in general. There is a lack of trust and¢hie a lack of
vision. It's a vision that doesn’t reflect what Yarers are tell-
ing us on this side of the House. | would encourthgemem-
bers of the governing party to get out a little eydalk to Yuk-
oners on the street, and find out what it is thakohers really
want. Thank you.

Hon. Ms. Horne: | rise today to support this budget.
Before | go into talking about the budget, | woliké to thank
my constituents of Pelly-Nisutlin. It is an hondorserve you.
The last four and a half years have gone by sdkiyuic

Opposition and the Third Party that world minerac@s are
the same around the world. That means that Yukdir# to
the top of the ranking has absolutely nothing tondltn world
mineral prices; it has everything to do with us histgovern-
ment — making the changes necessary to restorstoveon-
fidence in Yukon.

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

Hon. Ms. Horne: You know, actually, women do
have a working brain in our head; we don’t need teewrite
our speeches for us, Mr. Speaker.

The Leader of the Official Opposition speaks of {gag-
ing the future. Under their watch, no one was wglto give a
mortgage — sour grapes, methinks — and speakingoof
pretty, the Liberals are anxious to get their mitsthe keys
again. Remember the last time Yukoners let thewe@rin a
very historically short period of time, they puttbconomy in
the ditch and lost the keys. The Liberals fell epleat the

| have enjoyed travelling to the communities of os wheel. It was the Yukon Party that had the pluctt dre dex-

River, Faro and Teslin. | have made many lastingnétships,
which have added so much to the quality of my lifaese
have been exciting times and | am pleased thatd baen able
to play a part in advancing the quality of lifethése communi-
ties and of Yukon as a whole.

When we are making decisions, | think of the impauat
decisions will have on individuals in my riding a®ll as the
Yukon in total. | continue my open-door policy.d dnjoy see-
ing constituents who come in with issues or juspsio say
hello.

| would like to take a few minutes to discuss wivathave
accomplished here today and how this budget beferie part
of a broader plan of sound management of this guowent.

In 2006 we went to the people and asked for thgipert
to implement our vision, which was built upon fouajor pil-
lars. We have delivered, contrary to what the ojipossays to
the negative. We have indeed delivered.

In today’'s Yukon, we have rekindled the economyetdn
ployment is at a historic low. Our population isreasing.
Property values are back on the rise. The Yukoregouent's
financial health is among the best jurisdiction<anada. The
Yukon is poised to continue its advance on the waghof
growth and prosperity by continuing the vision aticection
that began with the election of the Yukon Part2092.

Mr. Speaker, let me impart what this means to th&or
as a whole. We transformed the economy we inhenitet02
from being one of the weakest economies in Canaiila,peo-
ple fleeing the Yukon in droves to find work, towman actual-
ity, being the strongest economy in Canada, witlrass do-
mestic product of 3.9 percent in 2009.

terity to dig us out and got us on the road again.

We have achieved a great deal during the last asmg
and, speaking of ditches in a more positive manwerhave
$700,000 for brushing work in this year’'s budgeteT.eader
of the Official Opposition likes to tell folks thatukon’s turn-
around happened in spite of the Yukon Party beingadwer.
Let’s put this in perspective: it happened becanfsthis gov-
ernment, in spite of all the criticism from the ogjtion. In
2002, the main concern facing Yukoners was the @ogn
Now it's finding employees and a place to housemthe
Yukon. We have taken steps to improve the viabitifythe
mining sector in the economy.

Yukon'’s population has increased by approximatebpa
people since 2002. We have turned Yukon’s douldé-din-
employment rate in 2002 to 4.4 percent in Decen2®d0 —
the lowest in Canada — but Yukon’s economy is rastelol on
a single sector.

We have focused efforts on economic diversificatipn
promoting national resource development, tourisiad, arts
and culture, film and sound, research and developniefor-
mation technology, agriculture, forestry, manufacty, trap-
ping and outfitting and small business.

The economy in my riding is dependent on tourisrd an
mining. | am voting yes for this budget becauseviit help
build the economy in my riding through programliRestina-
tion: Yukon, which builds upon tourism marketing mmentum
generated by the 2007 Look Up North marketing cagmpand
the 2010 Pan North Marketing Consortium Olympic keting
initiative. We had $700,000 in 2011-12 for the tenr coop-
erative marketing fund, $350,000 for the sceniweasiinitia-

Increased mining exploration and development in2200tive, and $125,000 for Tourism and Culture’s inttirgee web-

went from less than $10 million to $410 million 2010. Let
me repeat that number, Mr. Speaker, as | findnitpyy amaz-

site. Speaking of tourists, to help attract therthesregion and
to help export our resources, we are investing &/ Million
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for work on the Campbell Highway. That is in adulitito the
$1 million for Ross River community road upgradbs.this
budget is $100,000 for resource planning in thesRRs/er
traditional area.

of the most significant challenges faced by judtdns across
Canada relates to the area of health care. We cteutiuhe
Yukon health care review in 2008 that examines sth&tain-
ability of Yukon'’s health care system over the ndstade. My

We have $926,000 set aside for Teslin road upgradesolleague, the Minister of Health and Social Sexsjcshared

There is $402,000 for grader station and envirortalenp-
grades at Swift River and Carcross. We have $2lBomifor
deck replacement for the Morley River bridge. Weveha
$400,000 for the Faro airport terminal buildinglezgment.

In 2011-12, Yukon will be receiving a total of $2%57
million to remediate type 2 mine sites that rentaim responsi-
bility of Canada, of which $20.507 million is fdrd Faro mine;
$3.761 million is for further waste water treatmémtthree
communities including Teslin; $6.847 million is faater and
sewer pipe replacement, water system upgrades, wats-
ment, reservoirs, wellhead protection and otherewatlated
infrastructure improvements in Faro and other comities.

Because arsenic is a particular concern in Yukamkitrg
water due to regulatory standard changes in 201 fubding is
being provided for arsenic treatment in Ross Rilggrades
to meet 2011 regulatory requirements in Teslin atier
communities — we have $100,000 for Teslin phases2rac
treatment. Something the opposition forgets to foantdid
you know that only two jurisdictions in Canada —Kén and
Alberta — have no debt? That is something not roeetl in
this House by the opposition. As the Minister afdfice stated,
this is a $1,089,000,000 budget. While that is ay\Jarge
number — and | know it's hard for the Liberal lente imag-
ine a figure that large — | won't go further intbat. 1 am
pleased that Yukon's private sector is fast apprivac parity
with government in contributing to the growth ofr@aconomy.

Most importantly, Mr. Speaker, it's a balanced betd§Ve
are replenishing our savings account with a $38.4fGon
surplus and a net financial position of $43.137lionl We
went to work with Yukoners and developed a fiveryeapital
plan with the following expenditures by category &911-12:
$37.451 million for building assets; $46.6 millifor transpor-
tation infrastructure; $10.873 million for IT asseinclusive of
school-based IT requirements; $66.99 million fornmipal
infrastructure supported by Building Canada fun$i27.349
million, other projects and programming; and $41.9&illion
for land development.

| want to talk about some of the consultations padner-
ships that we've developed. We've completed thecation
reform project in 2008 and developed a new vismmeduca-
tion in Yukon entitled, “New Horizons: Honouring mCom-
mitment to the Future.” We developed the Governmat
Yukon climate change strategy in 2006 that lecht dreation
of the climate change action plan in 2009.

with me the dollar value of the request for newding that he
had received in a week’s time. That amount leftstaggering.

What we have done is make focused, strategic invest
ments. We have developed the wellness strategysiiogLon
children and youth, healthy aging and social inclos

As Minister of Justice | want to note that we doded the
corrections consultation in 2006, which led to dd®ption of a
new philosophy of corrections that emphasizes ttoeeption
of the public, holds offenders accountable and iples/ appro-
priate opportunities for rehabilitation. This nevhilpsophy
underpins our nevCorrections Actand all our new facilities
such as the Whitehorse Correctional Centre, the emsnan-
nex and land-based treatment opportunities.

Importantly for me, in both my ministerial roles e
minister responsible for the Women'’s Directoratd #re Min-
ister of Justice, is that we also developédtims of Crime
Strategyand theVictims of Crime ActWe have just recently
concluded a major consultation that reviewed Yukopolice
force. This is a major step forward, and | am ptelawith the
recommendations. | would like to acknowledge outrgaship
with the RCMP and Yukon First Nations. Mr. Speakéis
review was extensive and exhaustive in its consaiis but let
me be very clear, we wanted the review to be mioas fpar-
ticular incidents. We wanted the review to looksgstemic
structural images as well.

The secure assessment centre will be a new anfébeof
new Correctional Centre. The RCMP’s workload relate
holding prisoners would be done by Corrections tiaaffi-
cials. The RCMP deals with intoxicated people atady basis
who require detainment and make the duty of cack safe
handling very challenging. It takes an RCMP offio#frduty to
book and detain someone taken to the holding cEli& is a
very significant time that they are taken away fribra streets. |
believe it is something like four hours. The centil provide
a combination of secure, short-term accommodatidgth w
medical assessment staff and specifically trainedurity
guards and possibilities for short-term case mamage Eve-
ryone, especially the acutely intoxicated, willeB® a higher
standard of medical assessment and supervisiorthAnposi-
tive result will be that the RCMP will focus on pmhg activi-
ties. | would like to point out that we made it yelear when
we announced our plans for the new Correctionati@ehat it
would be a multi-purpose facility.

We are working to ensure Yukoners receive the ppessi-

We established the Yukon Climate Change Researoh Ceble policing services available. By working togethere can

tre of Excellence at Yukon College in October 2008 de-
veloped the energy strategy for Yukon in concethwhe Cli-
mate Change Action Plan. This led to the $160-omllproject
connecting the Whitehorse-Aishihik-Faro grid to th&ayo-

Dawson grid through the Carmacks to Stewart Crgssans-
mission line and upgrading the Mayo dam known aydvia.

We developed th¥ukon Solid Waste Action Plam2009. One

make that possible. We can do better. This is leopgzortunity
to build a stronger relationship with the publicoma specifi-
cally, the First Nation community. The review hast only
revealed problems or gaps in service; it providesdircct rec-
ommendations that can be seen by the public astiefie We
can have a renewed relationship in policing. Paesithange is
beneficial to all concerned. We are fortunate iwimg a com-
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manding officer such as Peter Clark who has a tyisib mak-
ing change by his very nature and his very inckisivay of
dealing with things.

Let me just mention a few items related to my nterisl
portfolios. | will speak to them in more detail thg our Com-
mittee of the Whole deliberations. Almost $11 roitliis pro-
vided annually to support activities of non-goveemnorgani-
zations such as Kaushee’s Place in Whitehorse aip &hd
Hope in Watson Lake. | want to thank my Cabineteagues
for standing with me and supporting my requestféoding to
support women.

The members opposite like to portray themselveshas
champions of the disadvantaged. It was under therhls and
the NDP that the 28-day treatment complex was dbuin. It
was this government who opened it again. Givenghbstance
abuse is a leading cause of social disorder in Wukod that
women often bear the brunt of that disorder, I'myveleased
that our government reversed that decision and ageé put
in place programming to help people with substaainase is-
sues. It was under the watch of the opposition et
Women'’s Directorate was collapsed as a stand-aloite One
of the very first actions this government took whee came
into office in 2002 was to re-establish the Womehisector-
ate. | have a bright pink pin that | was given dhdt | wear
with pride that says, “Save the Women’s Directdrafiehat
was when it was collapsed. Save it we did. We tated it and
we enhanced its role, too. The Women’s Directoraghould
mention, has an expansive library which can bezetil by
anyone who wishes to drop in and chat with thd.staf

We are funding the women’s equality fund for $300,0
per year from 2010-13. We also fund the followingups —
they receive WEF funding for 2010-13: the Elizabéti Soci-
ety Yukon, Les Essentielles, Liard Aboriginal Wortse8oci-
ety, Victoria Faulkner Women'’s Centre, WhitehordmAginal
Women'’s Circle, Yukon Aboriginal Women’s Councilukon
Association for Community Living, Yukon Status ofdven
Council and Yukon Women in Trades and Technology.

The members opposite are going to pound their coasbt
profess they support women’s organizations, butryeyear
I've been here, they have voted against fundinguinbudgets.

The sad reality is that aboriginal women in thetmax-
perience violence at disproportionate rates to rothets of
Canada. In 2004, our government set up the prearenti vio-
lence against aboriginal women fund. Following &aleation
of this fund, we then doubled it. Since 2004, thekdh gov-
ernment, through the Women’s Directorate, has duuted
approximately $900,000 toward this fund.

| want to thank Canada and Yukon Housing Corpomatio

for their work in making our new Whitehorse affdotiafamily
complex a reality. | sincerely appreciate theiristasce and
partnership in helping address a long-standing nieedur
community.

We also have $7.414 million in the budget to coreptae
construction of the new Whitehorse Correctional teerwhich
is on time and on budget.

We have $486,000 for implementation\G€tims of Crime
Strategy $3.58 million for a new secure assessment cexmtde

$382,000 from the community development trust fémdthe
Northern Institute of Social Justice.

As the MLA for the riding of Pelly-Nisutlin, one ahy
major priorities was to address the needs of eldedsseniors
in my communities. Under our watch we have doutded
indexed the Yukon seniors income supplement. We &is
creased and indexed the pioneer utility grant. Weelged to
complete the construction of the multi-level caeeility in
Watson Lake and Dawson City and the seniors fgcilit
Haines Junction. We committed to continue to inseethe
inventory of affordable housing for seniors andeetdin the
Yukon, and we have done just that and much more.

We have new seniors facilities in both Faro andlifies
Mr. Speaker, you bet we'’re taking care of our senand eld-
ers in Yukon. We said that we would build seniansl @lders
housing that enables couples with different medrezds to
continue to live together as long as possible.

I would like to talk about some of the services amd
provements related to youth in my riding. We haveréased
childcare subsidies; increased the Yukon child benm-
creased and indexed rates paid to foster pareatghyebate
under business incentive programs was extendediriitety
and we trained Yukoners for Yukon opportunitiesotigh
dramatically increasing the number of registerguramtices.

As a government, we have funded different youtkiani
tives in each of the communities in my riding. AsMLA rep-
resenting three smaller communities, | am espegdialerested
in finding ways to make them more attractive plat@sour
young people to remain. That means finding waysseip peo-
ple find meaningful employment opportunities andgiaving
the quality of life.

| like the sense of community that one finds inace like
Teslin. Teslin is my home. Pelly-Nisutlin is myind.

We are putting money into highways — $15.250 millio
this year as part of a three-year program to upgthd Robert
Campbell Highway that is very important to my rigjrwhich
depends on tourism.

We have $500,000 for brushing along the Robert Geathp
Highway. We have culvert and bridge work at Deadna
Creek, Morley River, Quiet Lake, rehabilitation arbridge on
the North Canol Road.

Education and Tourism and Culture — Yukon-wide, we
have accomplished much. We created a pan-northpgmoach
with the Northwest Territories and Nunavut to dedth the
provincial and federal governments that resultedigmificant
benefits for all three territories, like the teorial health access
fund and the territorial health system sustainghitiitiative.

We succeeded in getting the reinstatement of the al
important territorial formula funding agreementfila the Lib-
erals badly fumbled.

We took over the management responsibility for ¢hee
and maintenance of the Faro mine complex in earycdkl of
2009. As a First Nation beneficiary, | find it fitegting to hear
the members opposite complain when we follow tleaties.
We spent years — decades — negotiating thesedsestid the
Official Opposition wants us to throw them out aawbk up a
new process; | think not. They tried that beforehie Yukon
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protected areas strategy and it was a convolutes$.nvéhy not
just follow all that the three parties have agrémih the trea-
ties?

As the MLA for Faro, | am keenly interested in sgethe
site in Faro — the mine — thoroughly addressed hiagn
pleased that this work is going ahead. We signktheur mar-
ket development agreement with Canada on July@9.20

We have the licensed practical
Speaker, speaking of the licensed practical nursgram, as a
rural member | applaud this government for recogagizhat
those of us who live outside of Whitehorse alsodnexedical
care and that we are taking steps to improve thdadbility of
those services. | appreciate the fact that whenesom needs
medical care, they have the option of seekingoset to home.
| think this is a major upgrade over the situatieminherited in
2002.

| think our medical services in the Yukon, and wist
available in Teslin, have improved so much sinaa$ a child,
and | think that we are truly blessed to be abldiv® in the
Yukon and receive the services that we do.

| just want to make the point that we have workedyv
hard as a government to ensure that Yukon comnesniie
taken care of. | think one of the benefits of hgvyreople who
have lived in communities outside of Whitehorséhat Cabinet
table is that we understand the challenges facimgsmaller
communities.

cluding the new multi-purpose treatment and coiveet facil-
ity, the development of a secure assessment canttesupport
for victims of crime.

Will | be supporting this budget? You bet | willwiill be
supporting this budget and | encourage all membietise Leg-
islature to join me. Kudos to the Premier and gosernment
for good management of funds. That's our job.

nurse program. Mr.

Mr. Elias: On behalf of the great Vuntut Gwitchin rid-
ing and the community of Old Crow, let me expressdaep
gratitude for the privilege of addressing this Aabéy today.
Firstly, 1 want to thank my wife and my childrenyrfriends
and family and all of my constituents for standmgmy side
and believing in me during the last four years gaghe MLA
for Vuntut Gwitchin.

Secondly, | stand here today to salute my constitueho
have passed away during my term thus far as MLAoAgn
them, Ethel Frost, John Ross Tizya, Isaac Thombksertce
Thomas, John Peter Tizya, Mary Netro, Tabitha Kaikchik,
Geraldine Nukon, Martha Mary Elias-Kendi, Dr. Rearmea
Ellen Bruce, Gino Charlie, Annie Lord, Charlie Re@harlie
Sr., Lydia Thomas, Helen Elaine Charlie, Edith ép8ertha
Allen, Paul Michael Charlie, Ferris Thomas, Chailieomas,
Joseph Lazarus Charlie Jr., Sarah Netro, Stephem Gbarlie
and Hannah Netro. | miss them all and their contrins to
our community live on. Our appreciation for theifellong

In partnership with Yukon Housing Corporation andcommitment to being the best of citizens knows oortals.

Health and Social Services, we built a new housiognplex
for single-parent families. To have healthy fansjidealthy
communities and a healthier Yukon, we must havdtlinea
women. Each one of us must take responsibilityttp sio-
lence against women. We might think that we wilt maake a
difference, that it would be just the proverbiabgrin the
bucket, but by working together we can make a difiee and
each drop in the bucket will fill that bucket.

My time is running short so | will not go into fher detalil,
but I will just summarize. We have accomplished mand we
are proud of our record of accomplishment. We trabeilt the
economy; private sector employment investment is \e
have re-established Yukon as a place to do busiiésshave
matched our progress on the economic front withamlwances
on the social side of the ledger. Look at the careour new
operation and maintenance and capital estimatesetls a
scale that is balanced, and that is exactly whahae done.
We have balanced this budget.

| see the opposition is very excited about this gy are

smiling — they are very happy. As the MLA for Pellysutlin,
I am pleased that this budget means so much foriginyg in
terms of jobs for our residents, support for ouminipalities
and services for our communities. The Teslin Th€puncil is
now in the process of training citizens as heawjigent op-
erators to take advantage of the opportunities imoviukon.

As the Minister of Justice and the minister resguasfor
the Women'’s Directorate, I'm gratified that thisdget con-
tains funding to carry on our good work — not ofiyding
and resources for women’s groups and servicesalsot re-
sources for our many changes to the correctionstiesy, in-

Leadership provides a vision and direction for pre®ple
by the people. Everyone has their own reasonseb thee con-
fidence of the people in their ridings and leadchEmember of
our Assembly understands the impact that being@elehas on
Yukoners’ lives and they're willing to bear thaspensibility
time and time again. For that, | thank them.

During my time as the MLA for the Vuntut Gwitchirds
ing, | have enjoyed some great partnerships andesses to
celebrate.

But there have been those who have said that yomr ¢
munity’s goals can’t be done, that your goals wit or should
not be realized. When we were faced with that ehgi, we
stood up together as a community and told those tild to
impede our progress that they do not know the vesof our
community of Old Crow and the Vuntut Gwitchin pemapiVe
have seized glory through tough times before beraues are
rare, strong, resilient and a fun-loving peoplehwat kind and
friendly demeanour. We tell them that our visionoige that
reflects our traditional values, sustainabilitynmiples, and we
will strive to create and maintain a healthy, viliraommunity
that provides a safe, supportive environment inchbo live,
work and raise our families.

We tell them that we value the empowerment of am-c
munity people; that we value all that is living ahdt we value
our children and youth who are the leaders of toaver that
we value our traditional language, our culturerigmlity, and
the teachings of our elders and that we value ateble and
transparent governance. | have watched and ledroedpast
and present leaders of my community as they reafthose
values and our vision over the years in our tawijtaround our
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country and around the world. | thank all of themn their tire-
less dedication and years of service.

| am going to take this opportunity to recognizegoing
Chief of the Vuntut Gwitchin First Nation, Joe Liater, and
counsellors Esau Schafer, Kenny Tetlichi and Rdggkavi-
chik.

As the MLA for the Vuntut Gwitchin and their citize, |
take this opportunity to congratulate and thanko&lthem for
their years of tireless dedication, commitment aadrifice to
ensure we live in a sustainable, healthy and vitcammunity.
To me, your leadership in building our Vuntut Gwaitt gov-
ernment is nothing short of exemplary and monuniéntaa-
ture, and | thank each and every one of you.

To Norma Kassi, Lorraine Netro, Katherine Nukon,rMa
garet Lord Smith and Brandon Kyikavichik — | wagywéon-
oured to speak at your oath of office ceremony lawish you
well in your leadership journey. | am so proud ®led by a
group of such strong Gwich’in women of our communkor
our community to become healthier and our citizeetser edu-
cated, better equipped to be strong players imtrth Yukon
economy and to ensure environmental sustainabiigy,must
continue to work together because when we workttageve
are opening new doors for progress.

Whenever | find myself feeling doubtful about tretlpwe
are building together, what gives me the most hisghe next
generation — the young people who will one day b#ed

I am proud of how far our community of Old Crow hasupon to lead this territory. Many of the youth ily stommunity

come since 1994 when we did away with the opprassidghe

have challenged me over the last four and a halfsyt reaf-

Indian Act and accepted the tools of the final and selffirm our values and our community’s commitment tode

government agreements that took us a long, long toxnego-
tiate. Our community’s major achievements speaktf@m-
selves. As of February 7, 2011, the calving groufdtie Por-
cupine caribou herd in the Arctic National Wildlifleefuge
continue to be free of industrial intrusion. We &akie Vuntut
National Park, which is 4,345 square kilometres tisaco-
managed with Parks Canada and the North Yukon Raslew
Resource Council and is protected for all time. Wéwe the
Old Crow Flats Special Management Area that encesgm
19,000 square kilometres and is co-managed withYilieon
territorial government and protects the entire CiRiver wa-
tershed.

We have Ni'iinlii Njik — or Fishing Branch — thatak
5,400 square kilometres of wilderness preserve a0
square kilometres of the habitat protection aréshifrg Branch
took our community 50 years plus to secure withghilance
of our elders, but our community did it. Our comrtyrhas
7,750 square kilometres of category A settlement lavith
ownership of surface and subsurface rights. We Hawd-
based experiential education learning programsgbéirple-
mented for our children. We have a wonderful wookvd river
from our community at Rampart House. It's such andeful
place and it's a heritage site.

There’s the completion of thdorth Yukon Regional Land
Use Plan which is the first in the Yukon under thémbrella
Final Agreementand theVuntut Gwitchin First Nation Final
AgreementWe still have very strong ties to the land, wated
wildlife — especially the caribou. We continue t@avie a living
culture and a living language to call our own.

| am also proud of our Liberal caucus and what &eeh
achieved and advocated for on behalf of Yukonersr dlie
years. Many issues came from Yukoners and we repred
them well. The list is long and we are proud oft thiet. | be-
lieve that 100 years from now the decisions we madghis
Assembly and at the community level will have méides of
future generations easier, and that's what leageishto me.
As | see our new chief and council at home in OtdwCtake
over and as we hand them the well-being of oueeits, our
community, our land, water and wildlife, | am calgnt that
they will also hand the next set of leaders a pgekhat is bet-
ter than when they received it, and that's leadprsh

values. | am challenged to hold them up againshtrd reali-
ties of today’s world and see how we measure ugp @ammu-
nity to achieving the vision of our ancestors.

| believe in a territory where hard work is rewatd# the
2011-12 budget line items are a statement of hawse this
government is taking the hard work of my constitsemn the
specific line item of building an upgraded watetlwleat meets
today’s standards, then that sentiment does nat tiok with
this Yukon Party government. | am more than disagpd that
a line item to upgrade the Old Crow water well ¢ imcluded
in this year's budget. After five years and billgoof dollars,
not one shovel of dirt has been moved. Year afar,yl have
communicated to this government and to the minigtsponsi-
ble that this is our community’s number one priorithis is
our only source of potable water, yet | see mahgiotommu-
nities’ water issues being addressed and those coities
started at the same time as the community of OwvCunder
the same funding sources. | guess | will leavkéte for now. |
will have more to say about this; | am presentlgkiog for
more information and | will be bringing this up aga

The health and well-being of the Porcupine cariberd is
once again the talk at many dinner tables arounderitory
lately, but this time the talk is accompanied bya grins.
One hundred and twenty three thousand strong —e@umu-
nity has never lost faith that this day would co®er elders
encouraged us to be vigilant and those elders valve passed
on, | know they are happy too. For the Gwich’ire tielation-
ship with the caribou starts in the womb — that’beve it
starts — and | can’t put into words how proud | efour terri-
tory’s people for showing the moral and ethicabliehip dur-
ing the last nine years of uncertainty when we donbt
achieve a population census of the herd. It hasensadiffer-
ence. Let us continue to prove that conservatiothefPorcu-
pine caribou herd is held paramount here in ouitéey by our
citizens. What our territory chooses to save amdegt is what
our territory chooses to tell the world about itsel

We have travelled through uncertain times accongghni
by worried thoughts, but the Porcupine caribou Hersl shown
itself to be resilient, and | am happy. Howeveis tis not a
time to let our conservation guard down. We musitiooe to
be mindful that caribou herd populations are craghall
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around us in the north, and we still need to clpssnage our-
selves. Our resolve and hard work and stewardshia &erri-
tory have been put to the test during the last yegas and, in
my opinion, we have passed with flying colours. Mafukon-

ers have led from behind, accepting less and gimnoge, and |
know that many Yukon hunters have exercised thein oe-

straint; there is no doubt in my mind that our edlive efforts
have made a huge difference. | thank each and ewsyfor
that effort.

| also want to make a special mention of the biislsg
who, year after year after year, have worried @irtbwn to try
to get a census of the Porcupine caribou herd,|dabw it
weighed heavily on their minds, and | wanted tooggize
them for their efforts out on the land.

| have said it before and I'll say it again: if tRercupine
caribou herd population crashes, the ecosysterorith ryukon
crashes and the Vuntut Gwitchin culture will sufésrdlessly
through despair and impoverishment. We cannot atlig/ to
happen. We still have unfinished business. We nastito
work toward the permanent protection of the calvigngunds
of the Porcupine caribou herd on the coastal phdthin the
Arctic National Wildlife Refuge as wilderness. Wdlwchieve
that goal one day.

Many Yukoners are proud of the fact that we havehsa
wonderful resource within the boundaries of ouritiery and |
believe Yukoners want to see leadership on thiseis$his is
not about politics. It's about a healthy northecogystem. It's
about cultural preservation and it's about theimsic value of
knowing that we have a treasure that is alive aet iw our
territory.

The Porcupine caribou herd is the lifeblood of com-
munity of Old Crow. It's much more than just foaw us. Our
cultural and spiritual survival depends on the hdrds a be-
longing and connection that defies English wordse herd is
all we have. If the Porcupine caribou herd popatatis al-
lowed to crash, it will be the Vuntut Gwitchin attee commu-
nity of Old Crow who will suffer the most. Afterlalve’re not
going anywhere and we will always be residentshid great
territory.

Mr. Speaker, if future times dictate that | musiphte once
again raise the profile of the Porcupine caribordhissue and
challenge those who need to be challenged, thdre o | will
say what needs to be said. Case in point: on Ja®ar2011,
Sarah Palin, former Governor of Alaska and potéptiesiden-
tial candidate of the United States of Americagdgaia closed-
door audience at the Safari Club convention in R&evada,
that the Arctic refuge is a barren, desolate, thas-pristine
place, ideal for oil drilling, and pooh-poohed Grsewarning
about the big Porcupine caribou herd: “If a carilbeeds to be
sacrificed for the sake of energy independenceayl &vir.
Caribou, you need to take one for the team.”

Mr. Speaker, this is an example of the ignorant gtaver
that the Vuntut Gwitchin have had to deal with otlex years.
For Mrs. Palin to utter such words — someone whe |heed
in Alaska her entire life — is simply idiotic andl$e and | will
leave it at that.

I will end this topic by saying that it is my dif@pe that
one day the outdatelorcupine Caribou Management Agree-
mentgoes through a thorough review and revision bype
ties and that one day it be replaced with a Pormupgiaribou
conservation agreement.

We have a saying in Gwich'in — “Vadzaih yeendoo gwe
heendaii geenijit.” It translates to “Caribou, ire tfuture, they
are going to live.” Long live the Porcupine cariboerd, Mr.
Speaker.

When we speak of climate change, the next generatio
must be a large component of our scope of tholytet.must
be cognizant of their needs in order to avoid datgapair and
the feeling that there is no hope, in order to @wisocial ca-
tastrophe. I've said this before and | will keepisg it — our
Mother Earth is trying to cleanse herself of thendge humans
have caused. That is why we are withessing a flicatastro-
phic weather events around the globe that havebeeh re-
corded by human history before. If we can find ay i@ the
fight against climate change to be profitable, thenare half-
way there. Every molecule of carbon dioxide reldas¢o the
atmosphere by human activities matters. Let hisstigw that
we made decisions and acted in unison as a peplesidents
on this Earth so the impoverishment of humankirdi rait be-
come a reality.

| believe it's important for all of us to now lo@k jurisdic-
tions around the world and their records of actather than be
deceived or confused by their words. It may tak#ions of
citizens protesting in the streets and towns atielscaround the
world and acts of civil disobedience for the poldins to actu-
ally listen and do something about climate chanfye. must
exemplify to the future generations that our relaship with
the land, the water and the wildlife is that impottto us and
that our significant commitments of time, effortedamoney is
reflective of our caring and belonging, especidibre in the
north, our home. In the words of Ban Ki-moon, treci@tary
General of the United Nations, “Nature will not waihile we
negotiate, and after years of negotiating, we hasterisen to
the challenge and cut our greenhouse gas emissibeswin-
dow to avoid runaway climate change is closing.” &&d
those words on December 7, 2010, in Cancun, Meito.
Speaker, | endorse that statement from Ban Ki-mabble-
heartedly.

Over the last four and one-half years there haes lbeany
shining examples of how we can work together far ukon
citizens in this Assembly, yet there were times mwie were
faced with combative, rigid political ideologiesdathere was
virtually no way to compromise. | believe we allntdao move
in the same general direction of progress towabdtter future
for our children and grandchildren, always with thedief that
there are better days ahead. | will never shirlstand down
from my unwavering stance to my roles and respdlitgb as
a parliamentarian and as part of the Liberal cautlelieve
that Yukoners are hungry for change, and very seevill be
asking Yukoners to rally around our Liberal teamte—rally
around a team that looks ahead and not behindara teho
welcomes new ideas without rigid reactions, a ttaa is fair,
balanced and bold.
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We need to get the compassion, cooperation angppeom economic powerhouse. This is the Yukon Party'smintdget

tency that Yukoners rightly deserve back into tlggivernment
and rebuild public trust. | personally want to ldadreaching
out, by negotiating to bridge the divides and ttvesdhe prob-
lems at hand. | want to listen and lead our tawyitoward a
more collaborative and inclusive way of doing bess Our
Liberal team wants to be responsive, yet respamsblyukon-
ers.

Mr. Speaker, leadership is also knowing when amd to
abandon a failed idea and it is more often thanthetmost
difficult decision a leader can make. | have seemes during
the last four years how some bad ideas should bege aban-
doned and they weren’t, and Yukon taxpayers paidce. The
majority of us in this House tend to forget that @#rcent of
Yukoners were not happy with what happened in B@62lec-
tion, but that's our system.

As the MLA for the Vuntut Gwitchin riding, it is mypb to
ensure that their public government not only heluos,under-
stands their issues and concerns. | will contirmedfend or
advocate for what my constituents believe to berifigt thing
to do, even if it means capturing the essenceNd@oleon Hill
quote, where he said, “Thomas Edison dreamed afmp fthat
could be operated by electricity, began where bedsto put
his dream into action and despite more than 10f@l@es, he
stood by that dream until he made it a physicdityedractical
dreamers do not quit!”

| want our future generations to look back 100 gdasm
now and view our decisions as visionary and sontesibas as
downright brilliant. | want them to be proud of theay we
challenge processes, inspired a shared vision aroangiti-
zens, how we empowered our citizens to act andt mgsor-
tantly, the way we encourage the heart, so thanvihe world
looks to our Yukon, they see strength in the fabfiour soci-
ety; they see partnerships; they see cooperativergance and
they see a powerhouse of a people.

They see a place that celebrates the strength robaan-
omy, the creativity of our artists, the way we ctmeour least
fortunate; the majesty of our wilderness and laagss; the
resolve of our rural communities and the true wealt our
territory: our families. Resolve to be tender wittie young,
compassionate with the aged, sympathetic with tfiirey and
tolerant with the weak and the wrong because aestimme in
your life you will have been all of these. Goddaald those
words. The best is yet to come for our Yukon.

Thank you and mahsi’ cho.

Hon. Mr. Edzerza: It is an honour and privilege to
rise today to speak about the 2011-12 budget,dsddy our
leader, Premier Fentie. The environment is importanall
Yukoners, so | will give all Yukoners a picture, aisnapshot,
of what our government has accomplished over tls piae
years.

First, | would like to thank our Premier, the Mit@s of Fi-
nance, for tabling a billion-dollar budget for ttierd year in a
row.

Since the Yukon Party government began leading Wuko

back in 2002, our government has led Yukon to bécgran

and it is again a surplus budget. A balanced budgie path-
way to prosperity.

Mr. Speaker, the Yukon Party government has pradiace
billion dollar budget plus under this Premier. Thgsquite a
phenomenal amount of money for a population of @3,6iti-
zens. Why would anyone want change? | know of rerot
jurisdiction in Canada that has such a large amotlnmtoney to
support such a small population. | believe in giviaredit
where credit is due and the Premier is due credihfs strong
leadership.

I would like to thank my constituents of Mclntyrehini
for all of their support. Over the last nine yearsr riding has
experienced many positive changes as the resuhisfgov-
ernment’s planning and work. We have the new Hamilt
Boulevard extension, the establishment of a pitojget in the
land-based healing program at Jackson Lake admiaistby
Kwanlin Dun First Nation, and the new Kwanlin Dualtaral
centre at the Whitehorse waterfront, to name a fevese are
very significant gains.

Our territory is experiencing a gold rush and thi@ing
industry is booming. | think that this success result, in part,
of the working relationships we have built togetheéth self-
governing First Nations, and it has certainly grosut of land
claim agreements and land use planning to encousegate
sector investment. The year 2010 set a record foinmexplo-
ration expenditures. Over $140 million was investBdck in
2002, our unemployment rate was in the double sliffecem-
ber 2010’s unemployment rate for our territory vedsa na-
tional low of 4.4 percent.

Balance — the Yukon Party government budget is tatbou
balance. Our government balances economic growthe wh
protecting our environment. As Minister of Enviroem, | am
very proud of the hard work and dedication of tta#fof Envi-
ronment Yukon. | extend a well-earned thank yoaltaof the
employees of Environment Yukon.

Since the Yukon Party has been in office, our gowvemt
has added a large number of protected areas. Tindade the
Tombstone Territorial Park established in 2004; @cbw
Flats east and west special management area shtablin
2006; the Lhutsaw Wetland Habitat Protection Arstalglished
in 2007; Fishing Branch Wilderness Preserve estadd in
2003; Nordenskiold Wetland habitat protection patablished
in 2010; Asi Keyi Natural Environment Park idergi in
2003; Fishing Branch Ecological Reserve establishe2D03;
the Kusawa Natural Environmental park identifie®005; the
Pickhandle Lake Habitat Protection Area identified2003;
Tagish River Habitat Protection Area identified2@05; Agay
Mene Natural Environment Park identified in 2005dahe
Lewes Marsh Habitat Protection Area identified 0032.

Identifying natural areas is important because they
necessary to fulfill obligations to First Nations final agree-
ments, protect the natural area of traditional aunltural sig-
nificance, is of major cultural and economic impoite, and it
encourages public awareness and appreciation.

For the newest protected area, the Nordenskioldarnet
Habitat Protection Area — | participated in thenfiad signing
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ceremony on October 29 in Carmacks. The Norderskidt-

land is the breadbasket for the Little Salmon Cakageople.
Swans, ducks, geese, berries, fish and game cdaube in

this rich habitat. The Nordenskiold Wetland HabRabtection
Area is now the fourth HPA to be designated in Yiuk®o-

gether Nordenskiold, Old Crow Flats, the Lhutsawtlérel

and the Horseshoe Slough habitat protection arezeqh al-

most 490,000 hectares of habitat. Work continueth \kirst

Nations on establishing five more habitat protettoeas. The
Ddhaw Ghro, covering the area formerly known as Micédr

Wildlife Sanctuary, Devil's Elbow, Big Island aloribe Stew-
art River and important waterfall staging area skirandle

Lake, Lewes Marsh and Tagish Narrows.

Environment Yukon is also working with First Natgon
three new territorial parks called for in theirdlragreements:
the Agay Mene which is south of Jakes Corner anmbren
passes Tarfu Lake, the Asi Keyi, which incorporatesch of
the former Kluane Wildlife Sanctuary, and Kusawaame
Whitehorse. Through national and territorial parksplogical
preserves, habitat protection areas, wildernessepres and
national wildlife areas, approximately 12 percenft the
Yukon’s land mass is protected — about 61,000 sqkifwme-
tres.

In August of 2009 we opened the Tombstone Park-Inte

pretive Centre. The investment of $2 million resdltin this
world-class facility being built to green standards has
brought 10 percent additional visitors to the park 15 per-
cent more visitors to Tombstone campground in 20Tite
centre offers displays on the cultural and nathistory of the
park and highway. Cooperation with Tr'ondék Hwénhhas
enhanced operation of the park and interpretivetreerwe
have completed over $600,000 in new interpretiadstr park-
ing lot and site restoration projects around the iembstone
Interpretive Centre.

We received good news regarding the census of aheuP
pine Caribou herd. The estimated size of the herawer
123,000 animals. This is a relief, as we were etipg@ lower
count. We should be receiving the final count ifew weeks’
time from the State of Alaska. The herd’'s populatfell by
55,000 animals between the years 1989 and 200085007 to
123,000 individuals. At more than 123,000 anim#ig, man-
agement plan says the licensed hunter may be pedntd take
two bull caribou and subsidence hunters are ndtdan How-
ever, | would like to put on record that this doe$ mean that
this should be open season on the herd. Therehssllto be
respect for the herd in order to maintain and kiéep large
number sustained — or keep that large number wit'srat.
The Porcupine Caribou Management Agreemeant manage-
ment framework that varies harvesting practicesh whie size
of the herd population.

The plan applies to all hunters — aboriginal arsidents
— and establishes a mandatory reporting and bullg-ce-
gime. The plan agreed to by eight parties — theorid&k
Hwéch’in Tribal Council, Vuntut Gwitchin governmemacho
Nyak Dun First Nation; the Inuvialuit Game Coundlpvern-
ment of Yukon; Government of Northwest Territoreasd the
Government of Canada.

We also embarked on the wolf management plan review
which is now underway. Environment Yukon is paringmvith
the Yukon Fish and Wildlife Management Board todfiout
what values and ecological conditions have charsjeck the
plan was released in 1992. The wolf conservatioth sran-
agement plan review will include public meetingsl ameetings
with renewable resources councils and First Natidnsledi-
cated website will be available for sharing repasearch and
other information about wolves and wolf managemastyvell
as the original plan.

The six-person review committee will coordinate tiee
view and evaluate the 40 recommendations of thgird
management plan, taking into consideration the cenmsre-
ceived and current research. It is anticipated final recom-
mendations on revisions to the plan will be reagyJbly of
2011.

The Yukon Fish and Wildlife Management Board is-rec
ognized within land claims final agreements as phienary
instrument of fish and wildlife management in Yukaevith a
mandate to make recommendations on wolf management.
Yukon has a healthy wolf population of 4,000 to bey,500
animals. About 130 wolves are harvested annualtguiih
trapping or hunting.

I'll go into some site assessments and remediatiait,
known as SARU, which was established in 2008 by gou-
ernment. The mandate of SARU was to identify, assexl
remediate Yukon government contaminated sites. Scome
taminated Government of Yukon sites have been reteetias
a result of managing environmental liabilities. @avernment
has budgeted over $2.2 million for remediating foantami-
nated sites on Yukon government land.

The major undertaking this year is for the nortloridike
River highway maintenance camp at Km. 65.1 of tkeenpster
Highway. The Marwell tar pit remediation projectestimated
to cost $6.8 million. Canada will fund $4.76 miliicand the
remaining 30 percent of the cost will be fundedmaily
through the territorial northern strategy trustdun

The project is expected to be completed in 202Q021.
Activities for 2011 will include planning additiohassessment,
YESA screening and permitting. The project willdzeried out
in three phases. During phase 1, preliminary atwiwill oc-
cur. The site will be assessed and remediatiorongtivill be
considered. A remediation plan will be developaikts will be
determined; consultation will continue with the d®’
Kwéch’an Council and the Kwanlin Dun First Natiddiscus-
sions will be held with residents of the area atfiep stake-
holders.

An environmental assessment of the plan will beedac+
cording to theYukon Environmental and Socio-economic As-
sessment Acand permitting and licensing activities will be
identified. This phase may take up to five years.

Phase 2, the remediation phase, will include ermging
and remediation work and is expected to take twars/eAc-
tivities include the removal, on-site treatmergknnanagement
and stabilization of the contaminants. At the efth phase,
the Government of Yukon will provide Canada witlprafes-
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sional engineering certificate verifying that themediation
plan has been fully implemented.

Phase 3, the post-remediation phase, will incliepost-
remediation monitoring and is expected to last fpears. Ac-
tivities include groundwater monitoring, revegetatiand a
regulatory review. Upon the completion of this phabe Gov-
ernment of Yukon will issue a compliance certifegats re-
quired under the Yuko&nvironment ActThe funding agree-
ment for the remediation calls on Canada and Y ukowork
with the Ta’an Kwéch’an Council and Kwanlin Dun $tilNa-
tion on employment and procurement opportunitias their
citizens.

In 2009 the Yukon government established the oftite
chief veterinarian to implement the Yukon animaaltie pro-
gram. This program provides advice and directiorpaticy,
regulation and surveillance impacting wildlife, destic ani-
mals and public health. The increased capacithefprogram
means an improved and a more coordinated resporissues
related to animal health and protection.

Climate change is a topic that is ever presenhértews
and on Yukoners’ minds. The Government of Yukon masle
progress in addressing Yukoners’ concerns. Clirchtnge is
a change in the average weather that a given regxperi-
ences. Climate change on a global scale includaeagds to
temperatures, shifts in wind patterns and changgsécipita-
tion.

cation and outreach, providing climate change mfation as
part of the Northern Research Institute of Yukom&zge.

What is the Yukon government doing about changing
permafrost? The Yukon Geological Survey is studyirmyyv
permafrost and landslides affect Yukon. This infation helps
to predict how climate change will affect infrastture, such as
highways and pipelines. The permafrost outreaclyraro is a
partnership of the University of Alaska and Yukavgrnment
to install long-term permafrost monitoring systemegar
schools, to allow students to study permafrost ghanand
support research on permafrost changes.

The Yukon government is also testing new mate@aid
building techniques to build more frost heave-iestl high-
ways. What is the Yukon government doing about ghen
flora and fauna? Bio-inventory work is being dooe wildlife
to collect information that helps to maintain resmas in a bal-
anced and substantive way. Research on speciefensinais-
tributions and behaviours help to make informediiifgé man-
agement decisions and enables monitoring the impkacti-
mate change.

The University of Northern British Columbia is cently
conducting research on assessing the vulnerabditglimate
change and adaptive capacity of Yukon forest tpaeies and
ecosystems. This is a three-year project that wikated in
2008. Climate change adaptation research is beéwveloped
along the Champagne and Aishihik First Nationsittayr by

Between 1950 and 2000, winter temperatures in Yukothe University of British Columbia and the modet #ospecial

have increased by as much as three to four de@eksus.
Yukon is experiencing greater precipitation durimigter and
more severe storms year-round.

The influences of symptoms of climate change ar@airt,
responsible for some of the negative impacts thakovi is
experiencing. Some of these impacts are road damageo
melting permafrost, animal population changes, atign
changes, floods and record forest fires.

What is the Government of Yukon doing to reduceithe
pact on the environment? Well, it developed tBkmate

Change Action Planreleased in February of 2009. It commits

the Government of Yukon to reduce government greesd
gas emissions by 20 percent by 2015 and to becarmm
neutral by 2020.

All 33 actions set out in the action plan are cotlseun-
derway. Yukon Housing Corporation is building od&0 new
housing units built to SuperGreen standards, thdsaing en-
ergy use and release of greenhouse gases whileszddy the
housing needs of Yukoners. All government-fundedstaic-
tion is to show leadership in energy and enviroralesesign-
certified.

The Yukon Solid Waste Action Plaenhances recycling,
waste reduction and diversion programs; Yukon Huy€or-
poration and the Energy Solutions Centre offer mot to
help homeowners to become more energy efficient.

Our territory is now over 90 percent powered byanlere-
newable energy. There was the development of tlEggn
strategy for Yukon in January 2009, a long-terniovifor the
responsible development of energy resources. Th@ryYgov-
ernment supports the northern climate exchangpublic edu-

project area program.

The Government of Yukon is supporting UBC researsh
who are leading a series of focus group discussionglimate
change in the Champagne and Aishihik traditionafittey.
The aim of this part of the project is to gatheewpoints of
resource management practitioners on alternatirestaenew-
able strategies and if they may be undertakerght bf climate
change to achieve the objectives of the plan.

Motion to adjourn debate

Hon. Mr. Edzerza: Seeing the time, Mr. Speaker, |
move that debate be now adjourned.

Speaker: It has been moved by the Minister of Envi-
ronment that debate be now adjourned.

Motion to adjourn debate on second reading of Bijl. 24
agreed to

Hon. Ms. Taylor: I move that the House do now ad-
journ.

Speaker: It has been moved by the Government House
Leader that the House do now adjourn.

Motion agreed to

Speaker:
p.m. tomorrow.

This House now stands adjourned until 1:00

The House adjourned at 5:29 p.m.



