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Speaker:
proceed at this time with prayers.

Prayers

DAILY ROUTINE

Speaker:
Paper.
Tributes.

TRIBUTES
In recognition of Safer Internet Day

Hon. Ms. Horne:
tribute to Safer Internet Day, which is recognibgd65 coun-
tries around the world. Safer Internet Day is oigaah by In-
safe each year in February to promote safer ané nesponsi-
ble use of on-line technology and mobile phonepgeially
among children and young people across the woité. tbpic
for 2011 is “our virtual lives” around the slogalt's more than
a game, it's your life.”

Yukon has one of the highest per capita usage gt-hi

speed Internet in Canada, which is 82 percent. Wiith high
usage of the Internet, we must be especially wigjilgith our
children who are vulnerable to on-line dangersti@alarly on-
line chats. In 2009, twenty-nine cyber bullyingigents were
reported in 13 Yukon schools, most involving pupilggrades
6 to 8. Also in that year, Canadians aged 50 tgUered the
highest total dollar loss and most number of fratidmpts.
The Canadian Anti-Fraud Centre received 91 comgdabout
Internet fraud from Yukoners involving 16 victimacha re-
ported dollar loss of $5,143. Across Canada, 2@mg lost
over $128,000 to fraud operations apparently bas&dkon.

In Yukon, we are taking steps to ensure our childxed

families are more aware of the threats that therhat poses to

their safekeeping and financial well-being.

This government formed the Internet Safety Advisoryg

Committee in 2009, with unanimous support from oaise to
reach the growing problems associated with Inteusage. The
Internet Safety Advisory Committee was mandatedxamine

the extent to which issues identified during thgidtive de-
bate are affecting Yukoners; to review educatiara public

safety initiatives that are now in place in the ¥oko address
these issues; to examine best practices from @uhisdictions

including, but not limited to, best practices favdloping and
implementing effective targeted public awarenessip=gns
and to develop options; to make recommendationshtmw

government, law enforcement officials, educatoitizens and
information technology professionals might addrisse con-
cerns.

We are now closely studying the recommendationsemaof1

in the report to develop an implementation plan ih&ffective
for all Yukoners. | would especially like to thattie members
of the Internet Safety Advisory Committee, the RCNW@rth-

I will now call the House to order. We will

We will proceed at this time with the Order

Good afternoon. | rise today to pay

westel and the departments of Justice and Educ#biothe
work they have done to create this report.

We have learned that educating our children, oniosg
and our business people on the harms associatbdigiiig the
Internet is critical to protecting them from harftis harm can
come in many forms, from on-line predation to bassiscams
that cost Yukoners their livelihood, if they areaware of the
scams that are out there.

Today | urge all Yukoners to think carefully abdbegir
children’s Internet use and their own.

Gunilschish. Thank you.

In recognition of Scotiabank Hockey Day in Canada

Hon. Mr. Lang: I rise today to pay tribute to an event
that is focusing national attention on Yukon andvprg once
again that Yukon volunteers are the greatest is tiountry.
Thanks to them, the territory is alive with true n@dian
hockey spirit, as we host the Scotiabank Hockey Dagan-
ada, a first for Yukon. We are the host to NHL ahin®©lym-
pians, a minor hockey team from New Brunswick, Gmver-
nor General of Canada, a number of celebritiess ghe
Stanley Cup and the Memorial Cup.

This celebration of the great Canadian pastimeoakéy
is intended to stimulate the same kind of enthusif® sport,
recreation and healthy living that this governmericttive liv-
ing strategy promotes in all our Yukon communities.

Whether you are a hockey player, a hockey parerd or
hockey fan, this weekend’s Hockey Day in Canadanevare
reminders to us of the benefits of an active [ifieat is why the
Yukon government is particularly proud to be prawgdfund-
ing for travel subsidies so that our young peoptenf all our
communities can take part in the festivities, idahg a school
tournament and hockey and life skills clinics gelaspecifi-
cally toward our young people.

This government is also very pleased to providelifug to

support a number of our events this week, includamgew
Yukon hockey history exhibition at MacBride Museu@iglen
From a Hockey Cardan evening of music and film at the
Yukon Arts Centre; and the alumni rematch of a BtaCup
ame over 100 years ago between the Ottawa Seremtdrs
Dawson City Nuggets. For Yukoners, thé"lannual Hockey
Day in Canada is also a celebration of communitglvement.
I would like to thank the local organizing commétéor its
hard work and, of course, its dedication, and fboveng
hockey fans across this great country just whatriionity”
means in the Yukon.

I hope you will join me in celebrating Scotiabank’s
Hockey Day in Canada from February 8 to 12, ambk for-
ward to seeing Yukoners from across this greaitdeyrat all
this week’s events.

Mr. Elias: Mr. Speaker, I, too, want to pay tribute to
Hockey Day in Canada on behalf of the Official Ogition
nd the Third Party. This Saturday, the eyes oktftee coun-
ry will be on the Yukon as we play host to Scotiakis
Hockey Day in Canada. Host Ron MacLean will be fixe@m
the Canada Games Centre for over six hours thiar&at
broadcasting images from the Yukon all across thgon.
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There are many events to enjoy over the coursdefehtire
week, starting tonight at 5:00 pm at McBride Musewith the
opening of our own Yukon hockey history exhibibdar there
are a lot of pretty unique and old jerseys fronpasrthe terri-
tory, so | encourage Yukoners to go and have a. [bbkre are
concerts, films, skating parties and more — allcatebrate
Canada’s hockey history. More information can benfb at
www.hockeyday2011.ca

I also want to thank City of Whitehorse Councillanj
Pillai for his work in making this day possible. Heade the
pitch for the Yukon to host this event and he desecredit for
doing so. | also want to thank all members of thganizing
committee for their work over the last nhumber ofntis in
putting this event together, as well as our terylonumerous
excellent volunteers.

To the coaches and players and the fans: enjogddkelt
is an honour to have all of our great nation’s eyeur terri-
tory in celebrating the game that we all love scmu

| want to send a special thank you to Mr. Bob (okehis
decades of spine-tingling, exhilarating and dowmrigwesome
play-by-play of NHL games and especially in theypfés
when he starts each game with “Good evening, eweyb
You're the best, Bob, and mahsi’ cho.

| want to tell a story that | think is very relevabout how
hockey can change children’s lives today in thibute to
Hockey Day in Canada. But first | want to take thygortunity
to congratulate the Yukon Native Hockey Associatsmard of
Directors for continuously putting on such a speatar event
year after year, led by their president, Karee &alhd, and to
the fans, players and coaches for your tirelesscdgdn and
commitment to this tournament, and all of our terg's other
minor hockey associations — job well done, yeagrajear.

The story is about last year's youth division firzlthe
Yukon Native Hockey Tournament. The final game \bas
tween the Gwitchin Braves from Old Crow and the A@libs
from Watson Lake, and believe me when | say, Medker,
each and every one of these boys and girls wermgioas.
The boys and girls, aged 10 to 13, on each teagegléeir
heart out for 60 minutes and ended up tied at tite & the
regulation — five goals apiece. They then went iatdive-
minute, sudden death, or sudden overtime, and tsch hit
the post in overtime, but they didn't score. Thewa was
amazing, cheering on these kids. They went intvexglayer
shootout and after the shootout they were stidl.t®o now it's
a sudden death shootout. If a team misses, thdg tase. The
teams couldn’t use the players who already tookreafty shot
in the first round.

There was a young man on the Gwitchin Braves thdt h
never played hockey in the tournament before. He avahy,
young man who just started to play hockey. Whendbach
asked the players, “Who wants to shoot?” this youman’'s
hand shot up. The coach said, “Okay, you're gomgttoot.”
The Wolf Cubs shot first and the Braves’ goalie madspec-
tacular save — | was there — to keep the Bravaheéngame.
Now it's up to this young man — this shy young manand
the coach said, “Okay, you score, we win.” His te@tes
cheered him on. He scored, Mr. Speaker. The Braxgsand

after the game, hockey legend Reggie Leach satiget@oach,
“That game is what hockey is all about,” and helsdt was
the best game of the tournament.”

Months passed and the parents of that shy young e
to the coach and said, “You don’t know what thaalgdid for
my son; it changed his life.” That’s what HockeyyDa Can-
ada represents, Mr. Speaker — just give a kid acha

Our youth have the feeling that their teammatescarmt-
ing on them to do their best, and yet they playgame know-
ing that they don't always have to win. I'll endtlvia quote
from the great Bobby Orr when he said, “Growing ifpl
hadn’t had sports, | don’t know where I'd be. Gadyoknows
what street corners I'd be standing on and God énigws
what I'd be doing, but instead, | played hockey aveht to
school and stayed out of trouble.”

I wish all Yukoners, our visitors, our great nati@won-
derful Hockey Day in Canada hosted by Whitehorseko.

Speaker:  Are there any further tributes?
Introduction of visitors.
Returns or documents for tabling.

TABLING RETURNS AND DOCUMENTS
Ms. Hanson: I have for tabling Bill C-474, an act re-
specting the seeds regulation analysis of potemdiah.

Speaker:
tabling?

Any reports of committees?

Any petitions?

Are there bills to be introduced?

Are there any other returns or documents for

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS
Bill No. 112: Introduction and First Reading

Mr. Inverarity: Mr. Speaker, | move that a bill, enti-
tled Disclosure Protection Acbe now introduced and read for
a first time.

Speaker: It has been moved by the Member for Porter
Creek South that a bill, entitlefisclosure Protection Actbe
now introduced and read a first time.

Motion for introduction and first reading of Billd\ 112
agreed to

Speaker:  Are there further bills for introduction?
Are there notices of motion?

NOTICES OF MOTION

Mr. Mitchell: I give notice of the following motion:

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon to-re
ognize that a 28-day addictions treatment prograrmsuffi-
cient and that this government take immediate stegsovide
a long-term, intensive detoxification and rehadiliin centre
that:

(1) is located in downtown Whitehorse;

(2) provides medical detoxification services;

(3) provides immediate access to quality healtle cliv-
ery;
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(4) is staffed by personnel who are trained ingpecifics (3) supporting non-government organizations working
of addictions medicine and who will be provided aantrain-  with the “hard to house”; and
ing; and (4) allocating more financial resources to addtbsslong

(5) has an intervention team that includes a peffieer  wait-lists for social housing.
authorized to detain, if necessary, and resporuhlls for ser-

vice within the Whitehorse city limits. Speaker:  Are there any further notices of motion?
Is there a ministerial statement?
Mr. McRobb: I give notice of the following motion: Hearing none, that brings us to Question Period.

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon te ex
tend the period of time in which mining companiegsinper- QUESTION PERIOD
manently affix a tag to a stake claim post to atfub years, in  Question re:  Whistle-blower legislation

order to lighten the burden on the mining industoyn having Mr. Inverarity: In 2006, the Yukon Party made a
to return to each claim post to affix the tag. number of promises to voters, and as their mandatels
) ) ) ) down it is time to take stock of some of those camants.
Ms. Hanson: | give notice of the following motion:  £qr example, this government promised to implenedfective

THAT this House urges the Minister of Health andib  \yhistle-blower legislation, which protects the apity of
Services to immediately begin an in-depth reviewhefY ukon public employees who report abuse within the govemt and
Substance Abuse Action Pland alcohol, drug and gambling provides a clear process for full and fair investign.
addiction services in the Yukon and in the appuaiprivestern Despite the fact that this government has decideuang
provinces, with a view to determining the adequatestab- 4, 1o power until the bitter end of its mandatesythwill still
lished programs and the need for implementing nE@@MS ot complete this campaign commitment. They haw e

specifically in the following areas: . years to get this done and they have failed td.do i
(1) medical and housing support for substance dfetax Why has this government not brought forward whistle
tion; blower legislation during its time in office, asopised?
(2) group and one-on-one counselling support; Hon. Ms. Taylor: ~ Well, Mr. Speaker, | would like to
(3) residential treatment options; thank the member opposite for his question. Agiigives us
(4) after-care services; an opportunity to reiterate our commitment to depelhistle-
(5) preventive programs; _ _ blower legislation, as the member opposite hasnmd! As the
(6) support in communities outside of Whitehorse; member opposite knows full well, this is a matteattis before
(7) special needs clients such as FASD-affectedapsl 4 select committee comprising all parties, of efiresentatives
and, o . o of the Legislature, to oversee the developmenhefwhistle-
(8) piloting innovative detoxification, treatmemind after-  piower legislation. We certainly commend the wofkiie se-
care options. lect committee thus far, and we very much look famivto the
) _ ) . completion of that work.
| further give notice of the following motion: Mr. Inverarity: The committee has to meet more than

THAT this House encourages Yukon's Member of Parlia 5 few times over the course of five years in otdeget the job
ment to continue to vote in support of Bill C-472h) Act re-  jone.

specting the Seeds Regulatiptabled by New Democratic MP Mr. Speaker, when something is a priority, it sidogkt
for B.C. Southern Interior, Alex Atamanenko, whiglould  §yone over the course of a five-year mandate. Toi@gment

require that an analysis of potential harm to expuarkets be  hag had five years to bring forward whistle-blovegislation.
conducted before the sale of any new, geneticalireered | nas fajled to do so and Yukoners deserve to kadw this

seed is permitted in Canada. commitment has not been kept. Yukoners no longest this
] ) ) ) ) government and this is the reason why: they makentt-
Mr. Cardiff: | give notice of the following motion: ments and don'’t live up to them.

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon to re Today we tabled our own whistle-blower bill thatten-
view the policies and procedures for issuing mihel@m tags  girates our commitment toward protecting workers ktting

to ensure faimess for all engaged in the prospgatidustry. them speak out. Employees are afraid to speak bedhere is
) ] ) ] nothing in place to protect them.
| also give notice of the following motion: Why did this government not bring forward legisbatito
THAT this House urges the Yukon government to actt o protect workers?
the demonstrated need for housing in Ykitehorse Housing Hon. Ms. Taylor: For the fear of being called out of
Adequacystudy and theDimensions of Social Inclusion and qrqer, | would like to bring to the member oppdsitattention
Exclusion in Yukomeport by: _ that there is public sector legislation; there amilective
(1) assisting lower income households with the afst agreements in place, which are negotiated betwieenespec-
buying a home; _ tive parties to provide a variety of dispute resiolu mecha-
(2) providing more rental accommodation; nisms available to all our employees for the puepas

challenging actions taken by the employer.
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As | just reiterated, this matter is before a seteenmittee
to oversee and assess the central issues, to ghthefiews
about whether there should be legislation and,oif what
should be included in the bill and to report itsciemendations
to the Legislative Assembly. That work is underwhygom-
mend the work of the Legislative Assembly in thegard and
we look forward to the conclusion of that work.

Mr. Inverarity:
plus budgets but delivered deficit budgets instdéaldlas prom-
ised to spend $23 million next year on F.H. Collared now
has backed away from that commitment as well. Thera
pattern here and it all comes down to trust.

Can Yukoners trust this government to keep its camm
ments? The answer is no.

This government has promised sur-

Thirdly, they take great issue during the coursé¢heffis-
cal year when it comes to meeting the health caeds of
Yukoners — be it physician visits, hospital visitsoh, and by
the way, even increases to social assistance itingaeeeds of
those who require that assistance during the cafrde fiscal
year. Because we, the Yukon Party government, besagted a
savings account, we have stepped up and met tleests nWe
don't tell Yukoners, “Sorry, you can’t go to see tphysician
because you have a bad heart, because we have tabkesti-
mate that says you can’t.” We meet their needs usecaf our
fiscal management and because we actually care atuion-
ers not about our political future.

Mr. Mitchell: Well, Mr. Speaker, in 90 seconds the
Premier managed to do everything but answer thestique

In 2006, the government promised to develop whistleNow, Mr. Speaker, the Auditor General provides otiye and

blower legislation, and five years will go by — thsetire man-
date of this government — and the government will sot
have completed this task. Why is this minister swilling to
take responsibility for failing to keep a promisett this gov-
ernment campaigned on?

Hon. Ms. Taylor: Again, | will reiterate for the mem-
ber opposite that the Government of Yukon is coneditto
developing whistle-blower legislation. This is atteathat is
before a select committee, comprised of membermn ftioe
Liberal Party, the New Democratic caucus and from gov-
ernment side. That work is well underway; it hasrbender-
way for some time. We look forward to the conclusaf the
select committee’s work.

In the meantime, | want to reiterate for all emgley that
there are provisions in current legislation while wait for that
committee’s work to conclude. There are provisiaithin our
collective agreements that were negotiated by #rtigs that
provide a variety of dispute resolution mechanigimst are
available to each and every employee.

So, Mr. Speaker, | will reiterate that the governiris do-
ing its part; we are contributing to the select outtee and we
look forward to the outcome.

Question re:  Auditor General addressing the
Assembly
Mr. Mitchell: Mr. Speaker, this House will shortly

receive the Auditor General's report on the Departmof

Health and Social Services. That department comprés sig-
nificant portion of the government’s activities.diaims one-
quarter of the billion-dollar budget before us dnid responsi-
ble for providing a range of essential servicesytdoners.

Under the Yukon Party, this department has expee@rsig-

nificant and troubling financial issues. Healthea&osts have
ballooned beyond the minister's control, includinging $30
million overbudget just last year. The Auditor Geals audit

findings will be timely and Yukoners should heagrthdirectly

from her.

Will the government allow her to publicly appearthis
House next week to explain her findings?

Hon. Mr. Fentie:
Liberal Party in this manner. In the first instantiee Liberals
do not agree with the budget at all. Secondly, tieye not told
Yukoners what the real budget is in their mind.

Let us respond to the Leader of the

independent information about this government’sviigs and
how it spends Yukoners’ money. The Auditor Genésahl-
ready familiar with the expansion of the Watson é.aknd
Dawson City care facilities. She criticized the dilarg of those
projects in a 2007 audit. Four years have passddhrenpublic
should be granted her update on these and othgcisoYuk-
oners deserve to hear the Auditor General's firgling the
Department of Health and Social Services publinihér own
words and in this House. Why won't the PremierMakoners
hear her findings publicly and on record in thigistative As-
sembly?

Hon. Mr. Fentie: You know, it's going to be pretty
hard for the Liberal leader to present any reasienalbernative
to good government with the position he has jukera This
Leader of the Liberal Party is actually the chdirtlee Public
Accounts Committee, the very institution that thedior Gen-
eral is to appear before. Why doesn’t the Libegalder stand
up and tell Yukoners why he’s not doing his job awgy he
wants to fob it off on this Assembly?

Mr. Mitchell: I'll ignore the partisan attacks and sim-
ply say that this Assembly is in session and thgseinbly
could adjourn for a day to hear the Auditor Geneaald this
Premier can make it happen if he chooses to.

Now, Yukoners deserve a government that works @ th
public interest and does so effectively. The Audi@&eneral
can tell us if this is the case in the Departmédnitealth and
Social Services. Instead of allowing the Auditorn@ml to
appear as a witness in this House, the Premiesttasduled
the chair and CEO of the Yukon Hospital Corporatibrior-
mation about Health and Social Services should cdimeztly
from the Auditor General, who has reviewed therentiepart-
ment in preparing her audit. Why won't the Prenmeke time
for Yukoners to hear directly from the Auditor Gesleof Can-
ada — publicly and in this House?

Hon. Mr. Fentie: Why won't the Liberal leader do his

job as chair of the Public Accounts Committee atdvlukon-

ers know exactly what the committee’s businesdlistmout?
That's why the Auditor General appears before it.

This member — this Liberal leader — has just mereib
the fact that governments should represent thei@irikerest.
Let’s talk about that — one of the best economiethée coun-
try, lowest unemployment rate, one of the bestrfona posi-
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tions in Canada, financial management — that’s ghblic
interest. Yukoners will tell all of us, we have ary good
health care system thanks to the Yukon Party gowemnt's
attention to the public interest. Yukoners will sémat we do
have good policies, good balance when we approeahoenic
development and protection of our environment. Bhiat the
public interest and, Mr. Speaker, we are aboutdadhto the
polls. The Yukon Party government has a plan. A pheat has
been unfolding for nine years and we just laid aubther five
years’ worth of that plan. What did we get from ttiberals?
Running on empty, Mr. Speaker. | hear that tune.now

Question re: Landlord and Tenant Act

Mr. Cardiff:
tions for yet a second time about recommendatidrtben Se-
lect Committee on thkeandlord and Tenant AcWWhen he was
asked last week, the Minister of Community Servisesd
twice he would get back on the timelines involvedhsinging
forward new legislation. That's all he said andhasn’t done
that yet. He didn’'t need to make another promise;timelines
were already agreed to by this government in théamdhat
was debated here in this Legislature on November 18

The minister said at that time, iansard that he fully
supported the motion to table landlord and tenaegislation in
the same sitting after the committee’s report \adsed.

Will the minister now tell the House what those @limes
are and when we can expect to see that bill tablé¢ide Legis-
lature?

Mr. Nordick: Once again, it gives me a great oppor-
tunity to speak to theandlord and Tenant Act

Mr. Speaker, a committee of this Assembly went and
spoke to Yukoners, received input from the comnyuaitlarge
and gave the recommendations to the Departmenbofn@i-
nity Services. The Department of Community Servivesds to
take that information, review it and draft legigdat from that.
Before they can draft legislation, government isigatted —
obligated — to speak to First Nation governmentapicipal
governments and citizens of this territory befomespnting
legislation. The NDP of this House would just ddhieir way
and their way only, and draw up legislation onftber.

Mr. Cardiff: Once again, the government’s private
member, who was the chair of the select committas tried to
rescue the minister during these questions.

He said they can't rush things; they have to goamdt fur-
ther consult with Yukoners. Well, | don’t know wleehe was
when he sat on the select committee, when we redeR?
written submissions, when we received the questives,
when there were submissions by groups represeméirge
numbers of individuals, when there were peoplenditey the
meetings we were holding. There were representatiféand-
lords and representatives of tenants. If that wagod enough
for the member when he was on the committee, mdnbe
should have been more accommodating about allovdng
more presentations when the committee was actsidiyg.

Once more: will the minister tell us who was migsfrom
the consultation, and what’s so important that éfiges to
move forward and table the legislation, as he afteewhen
we debated the motion?

Mr. Nordick: | will take a completely different ap-
proach. | will thank the members for their hard kwan the
committee, and | will also thank Yukoners for therlw they
did in providing information to the committee, anmittee that
was mandated to put its recommendations forwardht®
House.

The government department needs to look at those re
ommendations and do their due diligence.

The member opposite wants to know who the goverbmen
has to consult with — First Nations, community mems)
people in the territory — everybody in the ternter the gov-
ernment is obligated to consult with.

Like | said earlier, this government is objectivedglans

| regret that it's necessary to ask ques'Iegislation in a proper, succinct manner with cdtagion.

Mr. Cardiff: Well, Mr. Speaker, the problem here is
that they agreed to do something on November 189,28nd
now they're reneging on that. They've gone backhmir word
because they said they would actually table thisletgpn and
bring it forward.

If they want to consult on the piece of legislatidhey
should have amended the motion at the time. Nowcarét
help but wonder why the government is doing thisy they're
dragging their feet, who is lobbying to have thisue and this
legislation put on the back burner? But it's onerenexample
— it's just like the whistle-blower legislation.’dt one more
example of asking for public input and then igngritnhe re-
sponses for their own reasons.

This is not social inclusion, Mr. Speaker. This gament
made a commitment —

Speaker:  Order please. Ask the question.

Mr. Cardiff: — to Yukoners to bring forward impor-
tant legislation. Why are they not keeping that ootment?

Mr. Nordick: I guess the member opposite missed my
previous comments when | said we are committed{Hmigov-
ernment has to follow protocol.

We are obligated as a government to listen to Yeken
with their concerns, their pros, and their negatbeenments
toward legislation. The job has to be done proparigd cor-
rectly. It can’t just be rushed. The member opgosikpects the
department to receive recommendations one day avel leg-
islation drafted the next day. That would mean, iDa&ven
bother looking at the recommendations, becausexyect that
you have it done already.” It has to be done pigper

Questionre:  Deep Creek infrastructure

Mr. Cathers: The 2010-11 budget set aside $2 mil-
lion to develop a Deep Creek community well. | wemtgain
thank the Minister of Community Services for thatrenitment
and follow up with him today on the status of thejgct. In the
fall, the minister indicated a consultant had beentracted to
report on matters, including hydrogeology and idgnpro-
spective, suitable locations for the community willould the
minister please tell me if he and his departmerthaceived a
report from the consultant yet and, if not, whenamicipates
they will have that consultant’s report?

Hon. Mr. Lang: We have been working on the Deep
Creek well for a period of time. | can tell him apdate on
what’s happening at the moment. We are in the hgnand
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assessment stage. Once the technical options algatd, we
will then consult with the community.

In other words, we have the technical options ia de-
partment. Once we get them evaluated, we will makead
with working with the community on the well itself.

Mr. Cathers: | thank the minister for that answer.

Can the minister tell me when he anticipates the- pr
engineering phase of the Deep Creek community prelject
will be completed and the planning phase will comoe®

Hon. Mr. Lang: I would have to wait until the tech-
nical options are assessed, and then | could piogettimelines
to the member opposite. Until those technical atiare put in
front of me, | couldn’t answer that question cothec

Mr. Cathers: | appreciate that and look forward to
hearing back from the minister.

Earlier when the minister and | discussed this,cbe-
firmed that there would be public consultation ba tlesign of
the Deep Creek community well, and he confirmed #aalier
in questions today. The minister also committecetsuring
that consultations with the fire marshall’s offioecurred to
ensure that fire trucks can be filled from the camity well.
Although he didn’t specifically say it, | assumeathmeans
members of the Hootalinqua Volunteer Fire Departnweiti
have a chance to provide input both through thetess and
during the public consultation process.

Will the minister please confirm that is correct?

Secondly, | understand he doesn’t have precisdities
but is he able to give a rough estimate of wheripabnsulta-
tion on this project is likely to occur?

Hon. Mr. Lang: That’s why we’re going out for con-
sultation. We’'ll be working with all the affecteddividuals in
the area who are prospective users of the wellfahsas the
timelines are concerned, | could get back to thenbm when
we're closer to making those decisions.

Question re:
reconstruction

Mr. Fairclough: Yesterday | asked the Minister of
Education why this Yukon Party government was birepkhe
promise it made in the fall to commit $24.4 milliém the re-
placement of the F.H. Collins Secondary Schoolnfext year.
The minister told me, “The project has already nes the
implementation phase and has gone through the &ahimd
Management Board process ...” yet the budget reletestd
week contradicts that.

According to the budget documents, the F.H. Colprns-
ject has not yet received final approval by ManagenBoard.
So my question for this minister is, has the camgiton of the
new F.H. Collins school been approved or not? ésrttinister
wrong or is the budget document wrong?

Hon. Mr. Rouble: The Government of Yukon is
committed to reconstructing F.H. Collins, to buigdithe new
facility there. We have been working very diliggntn this
project with all our partners in education over lds couple of
years, and we’re very excited about going forward.

Earlier this month, Management Board did providdipa
approval of the implementation phase for the F.Blli@s Sec-
ondary School replacement project. This is a vargd and

F.H. Collins Secondary School

complicated project and one that is essential weiget. This
is a $50-million school that will meet the needsstifidents,
teachers and the community for decades to come.

| committed yesterday that we would continue to kvor
very closely with all affected on this. There arems in the
budget for site work for this summer as we gettsthwith it.
We will continue on with and complete the desigagsh As |
explained yesterday, we expect to have this oterider within
this fiscal year.

Mr. Fairclough: The students, teachers, and parents
affiliated with F.H. Collins Secondary School desea new
school that they were promised by this Yukon Padyern-
ment. If this government is holding back fundingdas a re-
sult, pushes back the deadline for completion, ehgsople
deserve to know why. Yesterday the minister said, laguote:
“We're committed to working with our teachers, withir stu-
dents, with educators, and with people in the cantbn and
design committee...”

It's interesting, because in an interview with tteair of
F.H. Collins Secondary School Council, she said #iee was
not informed of this government’s plan to delay stoaction. If
this government is so committed to working with twnmu-
nity on this project, then why won't it tell Yukorseabout ma-
jor changes that will impact the project?

Hon. Mr. Rouble: As | just mentioned, we had a
meeting with Management Board earlier this month &tbling
of this budget. We've been asked numerous timesdpect the
process of how we go through these and how we raake
nouncements. This is certainly one of the issuesgwvern-
ment has been working very closely on. This is gy \large
project. We've had numerous conversations in hboaiathis.
I know it has been very much discussed in the pulBleople
are very interested in it. We have an obligatiogéo this right
— to get this right for the students attendinddt,the teachers
working there, for the community at large and foe taxpayers
who will be paying the bill on this project.

Mr. Fairclough: The Minister of Education told Yuk-
oners last fall that there would be a $24.4 milliarthe next
year's budget set aside for F.H. Collins Secondachool.
There isn’t. He has claimed that he’s working with commu-
nity on this project, but comments from the chair FoH.
Collins Secondary School Council shows he is not.

The Minister of Education has handled this whotaation
wrong. Rather than being open and accountable king
with Yukoners, he makes major decisions behindedladoors
and then doesn’t bother to tell the people with mhee is sup-
posed to be working.

Did the minister break his promise just so this dukParty
government can free up an extra $20 million toatmg balance
its books for next year?

Hon. Mr. Rouble: That's a very interesting take from
the Liberal member — that we have gotten this whmlgect
wrong.

Let's take a look at how this started. The Yukocerty?
government recognized that we had an issue with Edilins
Secondary School. We took a look at the facilitigthin the
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City of Whitehorse — the Hold Fast report — andiagacog-
nized F.H. Collins was the most important priotitydeal with.

We then went to work on the secondary school pogr
ming side of things to take a look at how educati@s chang-
ing and how the facility needed to change to mieetneeds of
students now and into the future — not to buileéplica of the
school the member opposite went to, but one th&brisard-
looking.

We then went to work with the building advisorynomit-
tee and indeed, Mr. Speaker, sent teachers, otwsley our
facilities people to visit some of the projects amine of the
exciting new work in education and some of the hejildings,
so they could see first-hand what new construdboked like
and what this new facility could look like.

We have taken a very careful, considered and redipien
approach to this and are fully committed to buigdithis
school. | look forward to starting the site work tirere this
summer, and | look forward to tendering the projater this
fiscal year.

Question re:

Mr. Elias:
budget speech, said, “Ensuring Yukoners have adocestean
drinking water is another major 2006 commitmentr @av-
ernment has designated a considerable amount aridial re-
sources to meet that commitment.” Well, Mr. Speakbat
Yukon Party promise is simply not true in my comiityirof
Old Crow.

The drinking water well in Old Crow — after five yes,
very little has been done. There is no line itenthis year's

Old Crow drinking water well

budget. Five years ago, ti&uidelines for Canadian Drinking
Water Qualityhighlighted the dangers of consuming levels of

certain elements, including arsenic and manganéggut in
place new, more stringent restrictions on arsemielk.

Can the minister explain to my constituents why @id
Crow water well doesn't deserve a line item in th@ar's
budget?

Hon. Mr. Lang:
concerns about the Old Crow drinking water systid¥ere is an
ongoing plan on how it will be managed.

All the design work has been awarded; the concéplera
sign report has been completed; YESAA and waterntie
have been approved as of April 2011; detailed deaigd ten-
dering May 2011; construction awarded June 201hstroc-
tion complete October 2012; terrain work and consioising
and project completion in November 2012.

Mr. Speaker, this government has been addresseg/éh
ter issue in Old Crow.

Mr. Elias:
than just concerned about the only potable drinkirager in
my community of Old Crow. Five years and billiorfsdmllars
in the budget and not one shovelful of dirt hasnbmeved. My
community has heard this minister's song and darefere,
and this is about trust.

| believe in a territory where hard work is rewatdand
my constituents have done nothing but communicatie tiis
minister year after year about the number one ipyion my
community, and that’s clean, safe drinking watarthe only

The other day the Premier, during his

| want to get on record that I'm a lot more

well my community can get drinking water from — yexdter
year after year.

Why isn’t there a line item in this budget for & Crow
drinking water well?

Hon. Mr. Lang: We have been working on the issue
of potable water throughout the territory.

It's not just Old Crow that has to be upgradeds itom-
munities throughout the territory, and this goveemmnhas in-
vested money in potable water throughout the terit No
government has put the investment in solid wastey gvater
and potable water as this government has donetbeenine-
year period. | just read the schedule on how thigept will
unfold. We've committed to invest in the Old Crowtable
water situation, and we're doing just that, Mr. Slosr.

Mr. Elias: This is an outrage. I'm glad the minister
mentions other communities, because Watson Lakénelda
Junction, Ross River, Carcross, Dawson City, Maleslin,
and | mentioned Marsh Lake — all of those projesttsted at
the same time as Old Crow started and not one Slodwdirt
has been moved in Old Crow. It's pathetic. Theyehad-
vanced so far that they’re even removing arsewimfall these
other wells, and they haven't paid attention to Gldw’s wa-
ter well. The fact of the matter is that there’s ane line item
in this year’'s budget that says Old Crow water waliit; that's
a fact. I've asked for face-to-face meetings whts tminister;
he said, “No.” I've sent emails and letters; heds&No.” I've
asked for briefings about the Old Crow water wak; said,
“No.” You know what this is? This is shameful fdrig Yukon
Party government to be playing politics with thenking water
in my community of Old Crow.

When is my constituency going to be able to seeuthe
grading of the water well in Old Crow?

Hon. Mr. Lang: I'll correct the member opposite; |
have never had a communication from that membepsif®
on the water well at Old Crow.

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

In addressing the member opposite’s Point of order

Speaker:  The Hon. Member for Vuntut Gwitchin, on a
point of order.
Mr. Elias: | don’t know what Standing Order is about

uttering falsehoods, but | can prove that | haveamnicated
with the minister.

Speaker’s ruling

Speaker:  There seems to be, from the Chair’'s perspec-
tive, a dispute between members. The Chair haafoomation
either way, so it is simply a dispute between meambe

The Minister of Community Services has the floor.

Hon. Mr. Lang: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. We at this
time are working with Old Crow water, developmelifittioe
Tagish, Mendenhall, Ross River, Deep Creek, Rockekr
Keno and Burwash Landing. We are doing our job ama
ernment; we are working with the Old Crow situafioegard-
less of what the member opposite says. We haveditie; we
made a commitment and we will do the job.
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Speaker:  The time for Question Period has mercifully people of Canada back in March 1972. The House ehiery
elapsed. was not sitting at the time.

Notice of government private members’ business

Hon. Ms. Taylor:
| would like to identify the items standing in thhame of the
government private member to be called on Wednedekely-
ruary 9, 2011. They are Motion No. 1260, standimthe name
of the Member for Klondike, and Motion No. 1275rsding in
the name of the Member for Klondike.

ORDERS OF THE DAY
Speaker:  We will now proceed to Orders of the Day.

Unanimous consent re debate of Motion No. 1269

Mr. Cardiff:
of the House to debate Motion No. 1269, standinthénname
of the Member for Whitehorse Centre.

Speaker:  Is there unanimous consent?
Some Hon. Members:  Agree.
Some Hon. Members:  Disagree.

Speaker:  Unanimous consent has been denied.

GOVERNMENT MOTIONS
Motion No. 1255

Clerk:
Hon. Ms. Taylor.
Speaker:
Leader

THAT, notwithstanding any Standing Order or uspic-
tices of this House, on Wednesday, February 9, 204
House shall recess at the appropriate hour, inrdaeeceive
an Address from the Governor General of CanadaRthelon.
David Johnston, together with all introductory anethted re-
marks,

THAT, upon completion of the Address the Housellsha

continue with the business before it,
THAT, the Address and introductory and related ags

shall be printed irHansardfor that day and form part of the

records of this House; and
THAT the media recording and transmission of sAdh

dress, introductory and related remarks be autedrpursuant

to established guidelines for such occasions.

Hon. Ms. Taylor:

Rt. Hon. David Johnston, to the Legislative Assgmbh
Wednesday, February 9, 2011.

This upcoming visit is especially noteworthy forveeal
reasons beyond the significance of a visit to thé&on by a
Governor General. To the best of my knowledge aat df the
Legislative Assembly, no Governor General has stodhe
floor of the Yukon Legislative Assembly and addezssnem-
bers, such as what is being proposed by way ofhtbison.

Looking to our past, Governor General Roland Miaren

presented the Mace to the Territorial Council gsftafrom the

Motion No. 1255, standing in the name of the

It has been moved by the Government Hous

The motion before the House today
is to request the consent of all members to reitesklouse for
the purposes of receiving the Governor Generalafdda, the

For my part, it is both an honour and a privilegég able
to witness and be part of this history in the mgkior Yukon

Pursuant to Standing Order 14'2(7)'politics. | would like to extend our warmest intitm to the

Governor General on behalf of the Yukon government.

We wish him the very best during his travels thiomgt
the territory and are pleased he will have the oppity to
take part in a number of events, including the loelton of
Hockey Day in Canada, the running of the Yukon Quesl
others.

I look forward to his inaugural visit and look foawd to
advancing this motion, in order to welcome himHhe tegisla-
ture on Wednesday, February 9, 2011. Thank you.

I'd like to request the unanimous consent

Mr. Mitchell: It is indeed a unique occasion as out-
lined by the House leader for the governing paahd we, too,
would like to express our support for having the Ron.
David Johnston, Governor General of Canada, addtgss
House tomorrow afternoon. This is a unique privéleand an
honour for this House to receive the Queen’s reptagive in
our Assembly and to listen to remarks here in Yukon

As noted, this will be the first time that any Gawver
General, to our knowledge, has addressed this Holise
Governor General has spoken out on a number oéssalt
ready during his term, including his desire to serorthern
émiversity — an Arctic university — occur at someirg in
Canada. It will be interesting to see if he addrsass on that
topic and others. | understand that the Governaore@Ge was a
hockey player at Harvard University in earlier tgrauring his
career and no doubt will very much enjoy being ink¥n in
this very unique week where we have Hockey Day amacia
being celebrated here.

We on this side all look forward, with great intreto his
remarks and obviously will be supporting this motio

Ms. Hanson: On behalf of the New Democratic Party
caucus, we too support this motion and look verycimtor-
ward to the words of the Governor General and tongahim
present in the Yukon during this auspicious week.

Mr. Cathers: | also will be supporting this motion
and want to take this opportunity to welcome thevé&nor
General to the Yukon. I'm very pleased that heldng the
time to visit both the territory and the Legisla&issembly,
and | commend this motion to the House.

Motion No. 1255 agreed to

GOVERNMENT BILLS

Bill No. 24: Second Reading —
Act, 2011-12 — adjourned debate

Clerk: Second reading, Bill No. 24, standing in the
name of the Hon. Mr. Fentie; adjourned debate,Hba. Mr.
Edzerza.

Speaker:
believe.

First Appropriation

The minister has 17 minutes, 56 seconds, |
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Hon. Mr. Edzerza:
response by thanking all the Environment departrstaft for
their hard work, and today | would like to extengl apprecia-
tion to all the political staff. They, too, provigeany hours of
hard work for the elected officials. Yesterday whdaft off |
was describing a lot of the progress that has beste by the
Yukon Party government over the past eight yeath vegard
to environmental issues. Today | will continue that

Mr. Speaker, Environment Yukon is currently workiog
assessing the vulnerability of Yukon tree specied @cosys-
tems to climate change and their capacity to adafairting in
2008, through the federal climate change adaptaiiogram,
our government has invested $1.3 million over fgears in
four projects. Environment Yukon is an active partimvolved
with the community ecology monitoring program, thectic
Institute Research Station and Yukon College mainigopro-
grams and community involvement are other partirerghis
program. The Community Ecological Monitoring Prdjee
CEMP — collects information on a number of spec&both
plants and animals to use as indicators of changéukon’s
boreal forest ecosystem. Originating in the Kluaggion, the
program was expanded in 2005 to include Mayo, Watsake
and Whitehorse. The Town of Faro was later add&doy.

The Government of Yukon is participating with mamry
ganizations regarding climate change. The exchafigefor-
mation regarding new technologies, adaptation,gaiiibn and
how climate change is affecting the rest of Canaulé other
regions around the world is supportive of how weeli@p our
policies and programs to help Yukoners adapt toahanging
climate.

Environment Yukon is collaborating with our sisterrito-
ries to develop a draft pan-territorial adaptatistrategy.
“COP” means the United Nations climate change cemiee,
or multinational meetings that are held every yfdnis past
December | was fortunate to be able to attend CORD&h
met in Cancun, Mexico.

| am impressed with the process and progress nrade
dealing with climate change at the global levele T®ancun
agreements included emission reduction targetstexea new
$100-billion global green fund to help the mostnarable de-
veloping nations and a new technology-sharing mesha

| believe our participation helped the GovernmenCan-
ada delegation develop realistic, comprehensivepquals,
such as reducing Canada’s overall greenhouse gasiens to
17 percent below 2005 levels by the year 2020.

At the Climate Leaders Summit, | took great interies
how other regions are working with their peopleaitapt to
climate change and to change harmful behaviourgad the
opportunity to describe some of the changes Yukoexperi-
encing and how our government is working to adaptat
changing climate. | shared how our territory is posd by over
90 percent renewable energy and our governmentisimit
ment to reduce internal greenhouse gas emissio8 pgrcent
by 2015 and to become carbon-neutral by 2020.

| also spoke about our experiential work with rbadding
techniques and materials to help make our highwajsr due
to melting permafrost and frost heaves. | was primughare

Mr. Speaker, | started my budget that our government is building over 120 new hogasinits to

SuperGreen standards and our new Tombstone Intiggpre
Centre was also built to green standards.

The Yukon government representatives at COP16 dhare
and learned with our provincial and territorial aterparts and
will all representatives from governments and oizgions
from every corner of our world.

I am energized after attending COP16 and encourtged
the work of our Climate Change Secretariat, guiofethe gov-
ernment’'sClimate Change ActioPlan, is already making a
difference. | am appreciative of the opportunitiidd to rep-
resent our territory and to share both Yukon’s agaéshments
and challenges at COP16. Our government will coetito
support and participate in national and internatiafforts and
processes to address climate change that is fasiad.

Environment Yukon is also a partner with the Yukon
Wildlife Preserve for the construction of a newraai care
facility. Our government secured $1.9 million iméing from
Canada. Environment Yukon has provided $1.8 millawver
three years to the Yukon Wildlife Preserve to hiblg organi-
zation expand its programs.

I am also very proud to say that we have budgeted
$252,000 to fund a new Conservation Officer Sesvibeanch
in Carmacks. This position will allow officers tetter respond
to human-wildlife conflicts and increase servicastlie area.
This has been a request for many years and is mealisy.

Due to the expanding resource exploration, our goeve
ment is expecting increased economic activitiestton land
will require everyone to increase their attentiorthieir use of
water and the importance of protecting Yukon's wate-
sources. The Water Resources branch is working serias of
documents to help developers understand how tlotiivitees
will affect water when carrying out their activisieThe infor-
mation will help developers prepare their applimasi for the
environmental assessment and licensing processesudline
how they can minimize their impact when workingoinnear
water.

Work is ongoing to offer a water data and inforroati
website at the end of March to give governments, ghblic
and industry improved accessibility to data andiimfation
about Yukon's water resources. This action not omglps
Yukon to meet several of the goals outlined lasguyst by
Canada’s premiers when they signed the Counchefedera-
tion Water Charter but it also meets one of the major recom-
mendations of the governmen@iimate Change Action Plan

I would like now to switch a little of my preseritat to-
ward a traditional perspective with regard to theienment. |
know that First Nation people do have a lot of itiedal
knowledge, values and beliefs with regard to resipgdother
Earth and the environment. For example, we musiectsall
two- and four-legged animals that walk and live Mother
Earth, all those who fly in the sky, all those wha and swim
in the water, and all of those who live and crawder the
earth.

To respect the two- and four-legged, we must natseb
our powers as human beings. Without the use ddirfing, man
is quite possibly the weakest species on earth-aDrene they
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would lose the confrontation with most animals withich we
live with and share Mother Earth. To respect thoke fly, we
must not pollute the air. With the technology wevédndaoday,
we must be able to minimize the pollution we puthie air.

There has to be a way to minimize, for example, eke
haust that comes out of a vehicle. To respect thiagdive and
swim in the water, we must do everything possilséamans
to ensure we do not pollute the lakes, oceansrsiand
streams. Without good, clean water, animals’ liges threat-
ened.

We only need to look at what happened in the Gélf
Mexico with the oil spill there. It's one thing tme able to see
those birds and animals covered in oil, but whatualthe ones
we can't see, like the plankton in the ocean? Masitb put in
safety checks so these kinds of tragedies donjpérap

For all of those that live and crawl under the feawe
must not pollute the earth. Oil spills and using #arth to dis-
pose of harmful and hazardous wastes must be nmeditgith
caution and respect. These are very simple exaroplesw we
as humans can, and have a responsibility to, resgieon
Mother Earth.

Mr. Speaker, it is man who creates a lot of disambn
Mother Earth. | don’t know of any other animal sigscthat,
for example, mine or log. Man does and it can beedwith
respect because we have all grown used to thei@sxtirat we
receive.

Mother Earth is a provider — provides food, medésin
and all essentials humans have grown to acceptrasiés.
When | speak about luxuries, | refer to all modgemsporta-
tion — cars, motorcycles, bikes to jets and higthtérains.
Mother Earth has provided the raw materials todoaill of
these modes of transportation. Man has been ahtekto ad-
vantage of all the luxuries that Mother Earth pded. But
again, we must also respect how we repair the dentagt
happens while extracting things from Mother Earth.

Mother Earth is one that can and will provide aentials
to sustain life on this Earth for as many yearBwawsans will be
here; however, that’s not to say that humans astroy this,
because they can. They can pollute the water th ancextent
that there will be no more drinking water. So wevéhdo be
aware of all these things as being a reality.

I can talk for many hours on this topic because hdot
Earth provides much more; however, due to the timeill
stop here and again respectfully ask all peopléndisiduals,
right across this territory, to be aware of whatytlsan contrib-
ute and what they can do to ensure they are notoyesy the
water, or disrupting animals when they are calvorgaking an
abundance of birds in the spring when they are gammat-
ing.

There are so many things that an individual camitloout
being regulated by government or any other meaifs strictly
up to the individual, in my opinion, to govern thestves, and
that includes every citizen in the territory. | km&irst Nations
have repeatedly stated that they have subsistégtds to hunt,
while along with that goes traditional law on howuyuse that
right. So you can’t have one without the other. Yave to
honour all traditional knowledge, values and bsliethen it

comes to the harvesting of any animals, whether &hne birds,
moose, caribou, sheep, whatever. There is a ptigsitiat if
everyone, every citizen in the territory, does dottheir due
diligence in harvesting, we can actually be withodose in
the future, and it will happen.

My final message in this budget response is thiatgav-
ernment has been delivering a billion-dollar budgkts for
three years in a row now and have laid out a figaryfinancial
plan into the future. | will end with a quote | hdan the street
when | was told by an individual, “Why would anyoweant to

oreplace a Premier or government who can producd#lienb
dollar budget for three years in a row for 34,0@é@me? One
would have to be insane to do so.” Thank you, Nbedker.

Ms. Hanson:
member of this Legislative Assembly representingitéftorse
Centre to speak to the 2011-12 Budget Addressekpecially
proud to stand here as a New Democrat. The leghckedi-
cated New Democratic representation for Whiteh@sstre is
long, including Roger Kimmerly, Joyce Hayden, Magria
Commodore — the first aboriginal woman MinisterJaistice
in Canada — my predecessor and friend and respectied
league, Todd Hardy. What each of these Whitehorsetr€
MLAs held in common was a strong commitment to Neav
Democratic principles of equality, democracy, sinsthility,
community and cooperation — principles that are entbran
just words. They are the measure of every initeatixe under-
take and support on behalf of Yukoners. They ageptinciples
that served as a guide for both the previous Leafidrte New
Democratic Party, as well as the Member for Mouotre, as
they worked across party lines to initiate manyidiegive ini-
tiatives, such as themoke-free Places Act theLandlord and

Tenant Actreview, to name just two, or to support government

initiatives because and when they were the righttho do for
Yukoners.

Mr. Speaker, over the course of the past monthe, iad
the opportunity to talk with many Yukoners. In peutar, I've
spoken with many of the residents of Whitehorsetf@gmot
just in the month-long by-election campaign, buthie months
leading up to it and since. Stretching from the Ksaof the
Yukon River to the clay cliffs, along Robert Ser/id/ay to the
Marwell industrial area, Whitehorse Centre is aingdthat
gives new meaning to diversity. Home to light intdiaé and
service industries, arts and cultural organizatiohs only full
immersion elementary school in the Yukon, book efptbox
stores and independent businesses, art galleideging stu-
dios, coffee shops, bicycle shops, a Harley sheed fstores,
medical practitioners of every sort, fine restatsaand the
wienie wagon, high-tech industries and those thetdacidedly
low, Whitehorse Centre has it all.

Whitehorse Centre is also home to several levelgowt
ernment. The Ta’an Kwéach’an First Nation, the Gifywhite-
horse and, of course, this Legislative Assemblyadireituated
within the boundaries of Whitehorse Centre. Mahnot most,
non-government and service organizations are atsmlduar-
tered in Whitehorse Centre. All that being saids ithe people
who make Whitehorse Centre a unique amalgam dhatlis

It is an honour to stand in my place as
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Yukon. I'm honoured to represent First Nation pegtanco-
phones, long-time residents and recent immigrants.

One of the uniting factors of Whitehorse Centrprigle of
place. As you wander about the riding, you redlizd over the
years, Whitehorse Centre, whether it is downtowrnokar-
well, has developed a number of communities withim com-
munity. So, Mr. Speaker, you can understand whydproud
and humbled to have been elected on December rEptesent
this eclectic riding.

As | looked around this Assembly on my first siitiday
as an MLA, | realized that there are certain déferes between
me and the majority of the sitting members. One thhink
worth commenting on is that | come to this newater a long
career as a public servant for provincial, municgrad federal
governments. | note this because of the frequeritty which
the Premier and his Cabinet colleagues bring thdipaervice
into their comments when questioned about the kunigabout
issues to do with their portfolios. To be frankstis wrong.

As Premier, as ministers, the members oppositeaare
countable and responsible for their departmentg Fremier
has challenged the opposition to say what they dvdal differ-
ently. Well, Mr. Speaker, as Leader of the New Derats, |
start by recognizing that public servants are nothie public
sphere and they should not be dragged into thiembly as a
means of deflecting attention from the fact that holitical
direction comes from the Premier and Cabinet. Tiidip ser-
vice must not only be seen to be separate fronpalitcal, but
it must be allowed to operate at arm’s length ikito be ex-
pected to offer quality, objective policy adviceiea at times
telling the Premier or minister that an idea maybed politics
but poor public policy. That is, they must have freedom to
speak truth to power.

Listening to the Budget Address and the budgetemtes!
by the Finance minister on February 3, | was remihdf the
voices of the constituents of my riding as he spdkeer the

that would result from implementing a collaboratieare
model, people notice.

If hundreds of Yukoners provide input to a treaty-
mandated land use planning process only to finttHeaYukon
Party government does not intend to respect ettifeprocess
or the input, people notice, and if people fromrgv@mmu-
nity in every sector of society provide input toexiew of po-
licing in Yukon and a task force on a specific aspelated to
that review that is an appropriate community respoto the
severely intoxicated and they are ignored, peoptee. | sug-
gest, Mr. Speaker, that the fundamental differdreteveen the
Yukon Party and the Yukon New Democratic Party vedy
working with and for the citizens is the startingmise.

The Premier has demonstrated that he prefers therfa
knows-best approach: tell the people that thingsgaeat and if
they don't believe you, tell them again, more fdutlg. Cast
disdain on those who dare question any aspecteoti¢itision
or how it was arrived at. As a New Democrat, | knthat
Yukoners have a collective wisdom that can guidke tirritory
to achieve great things for all Yukoners, not jastelect few. |
know this because history has shown that when afskettheir
views, they respond with enthusiasm and carefuight Proof
of this is the legacy of previous New Democratiwggmments
which set the foundation for much that we as Yuksnake for
granted. Yukoners were asked to share their visgnthe
Yukon. Not only were they listened to, their idewsre trans-
formed into real and lasting action. From significkegislation
still in place today, such as tiealth Act the Education Act
the Environment Act human rights legislation, to programs
such as the mining incentive program, small businesentive
programs, community development funding, institasicsuch
as Yukon College, the Yukon Arts Centre, Yukon vati
teacher education program, and many more foundatfon
good government in Yukon and all without once hgwingov-
ernment deficit. So, in response to the Premieothear differ-

past 17 months, as Leader of the Yukon New Demigcratence in approach between the Yukon New Democratsten

Party, almost to a person, the first thing | heatan the con-
versation turned to politics in Yukon, is a lacktofst in gov-
ernment — in this Yukon Party government. You kndr,
Speaker, people are quick to recognize the vastuatacof
money that the Yukon Party has had to spend andateeglad
they have done some good things with it. Howeveoney
cannot buy respect. Respect is an important elemehe rela-
tionship between those who are elected to serve@ubéc and
those they serve.

When a government tells its citizens that it wanthear
their views and then ignores them, they may fingjifeeness if
it happens once but when — as has been the cabkethist
government — it becomes the way of doing businpesple
notice and they don't like it. If one chooses rolisten to the
people but rather to tell them what is good forntheeople
notice. If over 900 Yukoners invest their time agmergy to
participate in not one but two health care revitwaddress the
serious issues surrounding sustainability of healine in
Yukon, only to have the government announce thatcoction
of two acute care hospitals rather than embradiregrécom-
mendations for the more cost-effective and cootdihecare

Yukon Party is that we do believe that Yukonersehawuch to
offer in developing a new vision for the Yukon het2£' cen-
tury.

New Democrats believe it is time to engage in cealver-
sations within and across the Yukon community,nt@adine a
Yukon that reflects and acknowledges that the forefdal
building blocks of Yukon have changed with thelsetent of
most land claims and with the devolution of provddike
responsibility to the Yukon.

The 11 First Nation final and self-government agreets
are not optional accessories or window dressing.

| spent over 20 years of my professional life wogki
through the complex world of Yukon negotiationsinarily
garnering support within the federal system atlalels. As
Yukoners, we have a right to be proud of what weeha
achieved through these agreements: the potentidb tthings
differently, to make our government systems workeneffec-
tively for all Yukoners. At the same time, we haveght to be
dismayed by the lack of political will demonstrateg this
government to truly breathe life into the negoticdgreements.
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To do so will require all of us to step back, takeleep
breathe, and say, okay. Sixteen years after teefbur agree-
ments were signed — 16 years February 14 — isvthiet we
really intended? Did we really want to see the Yukailcan-
ized into 11 or 15 government enclaves?

when they were elected almost nine years ago, [woap
mately $745 million. The other $250 million oveetlast few
years is time-limited or one-time funding, yet tp@vernment
has spent it and more, year after year.

History has a tendency to repeat itself. The last ta fed-

As a Yukon New Democrat and as one who listened teral government was facing a serious deficit innhid-1990s,

elders in every community in Yukon, | know the neggs was
truly, “We do this for our children and grandchédr We do
not want to be forced to be separate any more.'&ef mision
for Yukon can be achieved with political leadersfripm First

Nation and Yukon government politicians committed t

change, focused on outcomes that will come asut ressus-

pending our adherence to how we have done it inpéms.

Imagine an education system that was truly reflectf the

cultural, historic, linguistic and demographic igabf Yukon

— or a child welfare system designed to accommottaiee
same dimensions. Systemic change with Yukon goventris

possible with thoughtful and insightful politicaddership. The
Yukon public service has demonstrated time andnagaeir

capacity to be creative in response to positivétipal leader-
ship and direction.

Much has been said already about this budget —usyrp
no surplus. Really, it is about credibility. TheeRrier has ta-
bled a budget that projects a $38.5-million surplost his
credibility has worn thin given recent history afrgluses pre-
dicted in the main estimates that have becomeitieftrough
the supplementary budgets. For 2010-11 fiscal yehich still
has two months to go, the Yukon Party governmeadipted a
moderate surplus of $2.9 million. Instead, the $aipentary
tabled last week revealed a $20-million-plus defi€his is the
second deficit in a row. As we have heard, thelrésthat the
savings account that this government started otlt has been
spent down to $18 million. It's gone from $202 il to $18
million. So now Yukoners have been asked to belt&at for
2011-12, we will see a surplus of $38.5 million dh®n the
notion that there will be $10 million more in rewas from
personal income and corporate taxes and a reduictispend-
ing by decreasing O&M spending by $10 million.

Mr. Speaker, | do not always agree with my collegghe
Leader of the Official Opposition, but on this poirdo. There
is no surplus; there will be no surplus. You kndwlmost feel
like that character in the Monty Python sketch —hisTbird is
dead. It is really, really dead.”

It has been previously noted that in 2011-12, own-0
source revenues will account for 11.1 percent ef badget.
This is actually down from 12.4 percent in 2009-$0.despite
a $1 billion budget plus — the largest ever — we still pretty
much at the same level of dependence on the federedrn-
ment. The Premier is fond of paraphrasing a versiosection

it made arbitrary cuts to the territorial financigfive-percent
cut in federal transfers at this point in time, whvee’re running
a deficit, would have a significant negative impaat all as-
pects of Yukon.

So what is this government doing to build a resiieinto
our economy? Yukon is riding a boom — not a boonthis
government’s creation. World commodity prices arevidg
this boom, and it is great that Yukon has been &bleatch a
part of the wave, but let’s not be swallowed bysthavaves.

Yukon New Democrats have a strong and proud hisibry
supporting responsible mining in Yukon, and we wihtinue
to do so because we believe that all Yukoners dederbene-
fit from the resource riches that lie within ourriry. The
Yukon is no longer a protectorate ruled by OttaWakoners
expect to see a real and lasting return on thesaageanted to
resource extraction industries.

This Yukon Party government has put a lot of itfitjpal
capital into the success of the mining industrye Work done
to date to modernize the Yukon Geological Survay tanmar-
ket the territory has been good. | think the wartiv knows
that we have many valuable resources. At least,waa cer-
tainly the take-away message from the sessions insan at
the Cordilleran Roundup and with the people thgpdke with
while | was there. But now is the time to set tmeugd rules
for the future — for Yukon’s future — not by dictatbut by
thoughtful and open discussion.

As government, we need to ensure that the berilgfitsto
the Yukon public, not just to shareholders. We needecide
what those benefits should be, and we need pdligeaership
that is prepared to lead the discussion in a refpegay, to
avoid the fear-mongering that is often attachedrtp sugges-
tion that the status quo regarding mining is opmngluestion.
It's a serious issue for Yukon and it's not simplguestion —
as my Liberal colleague has suggested — of goipgrcdand
to the federal government and asking that the $Bemi
threshold in the devolution agreement be raised.

As Yukoners — as the Government of Yukon, we need t
assert that we are maitres chez nous and decide wew
modernize the mining regime to ensure that thermetun our
non-renewable resources is significant and lastamgl to
determine what portion of any future resource liensocked
away for a rainy day for future generations andtodbe used
for day-to-day operations. Yukon non-renewable ueses are

36 of theConstitution I, too, believe that as Canadians, Yuk-just that — non-renewable. We need to ensure ttaetis an

oners should expect reasonably comparable levelsenfice
for reasonably comparable levels of taxation.

| think the Premier confuses tax effort with budlget It is
part of it, but so is effective planning and mamaget of our
fiscal resources.

It is time for this Yukon Party government to gegrp.
The federal core transfer has grown from roughlyGsaillion,

enduring financial legacy.

By April this year, we are told there will be threperating
mines — three more mines in the permitting stadee Value
of the minerals to be extracted is estimated tmnlibe billions
and yet the revenues to Yukon for those minestvélsmall to
nil for many years because of the mine royaltymegcurrently
in place.
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Despite the significant investment by Yukon taxpay@
everything from new roads, infrastructure, gridemstions, et
cetera, the current royalty regime under the Yugoartz min-
ing system works against the likelihood of a real mettw
Yukon in the near future. Similarly, we know thatlay gold is
valued at more than $1,350 U.S. per ounce. Wheragiumost
Yukoners what they think the royalty revenue froohdgin the
Yukon is, you get all sorts of answers and a shdések when
they realize that the total land and minerals,deasd royalties
for 2011-12 is projected at $187,000.

This government might not get it, but most Yukonéos
Valuing the gold extracted from the Yukon at 37énts an
ounce is bizarre. Before we run off to Ottawa agkfar a
greater share of resource royalty revenues, letmge Yukon-
ers — miners, economists, citizens — in economideiing,
in a discussion about what we as Yukoners beligVaii value
to be placed on our resources. Then let us, togeitlke First
Nation governments, renegotiate from an informadct.

City Supportive Housing Coalition, there is no mentin this

budget of how we, as a community, will address fnisssing
need. There is no mention in this budget of a aedl sustained
initiative to address the situation of homelesstigou

As | read through the budget documents and listéméae
Budget Address, | had a sinking realization thatimere in this
budget is there a real sense of how this governisegiing to
address the long-awaited social inclusion stratdgyyou will
recall, this was an initiative that the NDP chanmgid and were
pleased to support because we know that all thdiestuevi-
dence-based research, shows that when we begiddess
inequality in a real way, we begin to build a stigiand eco-
nomically inclusive society.

A government with a vision for the future listensits citi-
zens. A government with its eye on the future wikhke sure
that land use planning is done in an expeditiousnmaabefore,
not after, the land has been claimed for developrparposes.
The Yukon is fast becoming a world tourism icon..Mr

Yesterday my colleague from Mount Lorne talked abouSpeaker, I'm not sure if you saw the January leissithe

other ways we could look at retaining more of teeddits from

the resource exploration and extraction industiiése N.W.T.

government has looked at some innovative tools duieze

social, economic and environmental goals, includiagturing

a portion of the tax paid to workers who normalbgide out-
side the territory and so do not pay income tax re/lthey

work. As we know, the Yukon government has no adraver

world mineral prices, but it does have some cordx@r how a
boom is managed, and it has a responsibility taenthat the
social safety net is not breaking under the presetimcreased
economic activity.

Mr. Speaker, | am pleased to see the inclusiondaii-a
tional money for land development for residentiakgmses.
The lack of housing is at a critical state in thasritory. The
Premier boasts daily of the low unemployment ratd the
influx of people into Yukon. The downside to ths fndividu-
als and for employers alike is that there is ndlalke housing.
Just ask the many small and medium local employéis face
the daily challenge of locating qualified peoplentiag to
move to Yukon, only to have them turn down the gifer,
because there is no housing available — no landadle to
build on and no housing.

On housing, all aspects of housing — from avaiigbof
lots to build on to social housing — the Yukon Ragbvern-
ment took no action until too late. Now it has belesperately
playing catch-up. Having addressed a number of sibaal
housing demands by virtue of access to a varietfedéral
stimulus and short-term funding arrangements, tndgbt ap-
pears to have no capacity to address the needefo ke to the
identified need for housing for those who cannforaf market
rents or purchase prices.

Yet there is no mention in this budget of how thekdn
Party plans to address the real and still unansivguestion of
how we will provide safe and adequate housing ffier tost
vulnerable in our society: the homeless and thd-tahouse.

Despite the recommendation of the Task Force ortelgu
Intoxicated Persons at Risk, despite the collabaafforts of
many not-for-profit agencies working together oa torthern

Globe and Mail which featured the Yukon as one of the top 10
destinations in the world. We cannot risk this axdt icon of
Yukon as a tourist destination.

If this government were listening, it would knowattcli-
mate change is a significant concern to Yukonerssacthis
territory. Whether it is the transition towns grsuthat have
been formed, or those who live on the land andtlseempact
on the changing landscape, people are asking wdierehe
measures to make sure that the immediate and &ng-m-
pacts of climate change form the basis of all colicyg deci-
sions, not just those that may be called “climdtange”.

Where is the support for the expansion of publangit?
How will this government address one of the maieeghouse
gas emitters — the transportation of goods, alldg@oWhere
are the plans and resources for food security ikovi@ Maybe
the lack of vision is a product of the disconneithvhe public.
Maybe what we see is what we get when it comekhisogov-
ernment — a big budget, the biggest ever — withgniling
vision.

I do not want to end on a negative note. As | nateohy
earlier comments, as Leader of the Yukon New Deatimcr
Party, | believe it is important to offer suggessas well as to
point out problems. | noted that this budget hataae credibil-
ity gaps. The spend-everything-in-sight approachudgeting
clearly doesn’t work. The NDP has suggested and doggest
the need for a critical evaluation of stimulus meas in
Yukon budgeting. As a starting point, the Financimister
could provide information to Yukoners to assistnthim mak-
ing up their minds on their own on the successffectveness
of this government’s approach.

For example, can he tell us how many jobs have besn
ated through the stimulus spending over the last years?
How many — the number — Yukon residents employed on
capital projects as a result of this spending gj@arThe num-
ber of equity-targeted groups that have been acamatad by
this spending? Of the historically high unemployingroups,
how many of those are getting jobs or have gottbs?
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We suggest that a stimulus involve human or sacipltal
investments, not just bridges, roads or other #tfuecture. We
suggest a review and a report on stimulus meas8cefar we
haven’t received any reports on the stimulus orranybers on
job creation measures, et cetera, but it wouldnberésting for
the Finance minister to produce them for this House

Whitehorse. The Ingram neighbourhood is comprisfea imix
of residential lots, which includes, | believe, dmpment sites
for over 70 townhouses, 38 lots for single detadheties and
it contains duplex lots and multi-family lots.

I congratulate the City of Whitehorse, which le@ throc-
ess of the neighbourhood planning and design frstibdivi-

In conclusion, the 2011-12 Budget Address and budgesion. | also say congratulations to the Yukon goment — to

leave one clear message: there is not one, butdeficits at
play in Yukon. There is a financial deficit and thés a democ-
ratic deficit. We have seen the attempts by thigegament to
play with the facts regarding the financial defidit fact, we
are used to the games. Yukoners hold the key tectimg the
democratic deficit, and the NDP stands ready tokwwith
them, to work for positive change for Yukon. Thaydu, Mr.
Deputy Speaker.

Hon. Ms. Taylor: Mr. Deputy Speaker, it is indeed
my honour and privilege to be back in the Assendiiyg be
able to provide some remarks in support of the 2l budget
that was tabled by the Premier, the Minister ofalRite, some
days ago.

First | would just like to take the opportunity ¥eelcome
all members back to the Assembly and to thank, weugh, a
number of individuals. | would like to thank my fdaynwho
has supported me as | have lived the political dier the last
couple of years. | have very much appreciated thepport,
their patience and level of tolerance at the bétimes. But at
the end of the day, if it weren't for those indivads — family
members — who have been able to stand behind thdils
such as ourselves, we wouldn’t be here today.

| would like to extend my heartfelt thanks to theblic
service, for it is the public servants who, in faotovide guid-
ance, they provide direction, they provide finah@=apertise,
they provide the support to each and every onesafsuminis-
ters in this government. It has been a real pgeland an hon-
our to work with many, many, many professionals deul
within the Government of Yukon. | can speak for tegpective
departments that | have held over the last numibeyears.
Again, | continue to learn from each of the minegrand con-
tinue to ask questions and continue to listen tdkorers,
stakeholders, other governments and Yukoners gé lar re-
gard to the direction of the territory. Above dllyould like to
thank especially the constituents of Whitehorse tf@stheir
support over these past eight years plus and kimgahe op-
portunity to raise their views, their suggestiomsaovariety of
issues of importance.

the Department of Community Services — which wapoa-
sible for clearing, pre-grading, constructing thederground
utilities and the roads and so forth.

The new zoning standards incorporated within thgrdm
subdivision include green building initiatives asdstainabil-
ity, which is of significant note. The lots, asrderstand, were
all sold to individual home owners and/or by honuédders. Of
course, we are very much supportive of this padichousing
initiative, as we are with the next largest restigrdevelop-
ment in Whitehorse, which is Whistle Bend, whichl we, and
is, another great partnership between the City diit&torse
and the Yukon government.

This year’s budget coming up — 2011-12 — does d¢onta
significant dollars for the development of thisidestial area
— over $40 million, to be exact, with looking togse 1 lots
being made available to the public next year ametifter. It
will be a significant development and we are velgaped to
see dollars allotted to this particular area. As almeady been
mentioned, the growth of the territory lends itdelthe growth
in demand for infrastructure, such as housing.

I would also like to recognize to a number of éedit
within the Copper Ridge area and a number of uistihs —
two, to be exact — that have also evolved overpts decade
within the constituency. | speak of Copper Ridgeceland
Ecole Emilie Tremblay. Copper Ridge Place, as Bedd re-
peatedly on the floor of this Legislature, is real home for
many Yukon residents — over 90, and growing.

It provides a full range of specialized care faniees, eld-
ers, adults and children. It is what | have alwaegied as a
special community within our broader community. d.ikur
territory, it too as grown over the years housiag,| men-
tioned, over 90 individuals. | know that since gavernment
was first elected, Copper Ridge Place has grovits ttapacity,
with the opening of an additional 24 beds overl#st several
years, which recognizes the very importance of plagicular
facility to the lives and well-being of Yukoners whequire a
much higher level of care beyond what family arnidrfds are
able to provide.

I would like to recognize and thank the staff ofpper

The constituency of Whitehorse West is very much &Ridge Place for their ongoing professionalism drartcontin-

growing community. It is comprised of the neighbdmaods of
Arkell, Logan, a large portion of Copper Ridge,veall as the
new subdivision of Ingram. It is an area that hasavg signifi-
cantly since our family first made the Copper Riggea our
home some 12 years ago. It's an area that contitbigsow
with the addition of many new homes, as well, pst referred
to, the recently established subdivision of Ingram.

| was very pleased to be able to take part in fening of
the Ingram subdivision alongside my colleague Ntister of
Community Services, as well as the Mayor of they Gif

ued commitment to quality care that is second toenio this
country and for their exemplary efforts in makimhg tfacility a
home for many. | would also like to pay recognitenmd extend
my thanks to the many, many, many volunteers froendom-
munity who have given of their time to enhance dqhality of
life for each of the residents, whether it's prorglor assisting
with recreation programs, special events, one-an-uisits,
helping with the local store and so forth. Thedjses on.

| would also like to recognize the ongoing workEifole
Emilie Tremblay and the staff who have done a wergd job
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at maintaining a community school within a commynitet a
very distinct institution that has provided a gtyaéducation to
many students over the years.

| would like to express my congratulations to thadyat-
ing class of 2010 for doing well and for advanctoghe next
stage of their lives. Of course, it never ceaseamaze me the
community spirit within the school that serves theader
francophone public at large.

| would also like to recognize the outgoing direcbd La
Garderie for her exemplary efforts over the yehrsiderstand
that she has chosen to retire and that anotheriéhgil will be
taking her place. | just wanted to recognize hegoimg work
and great attention to early learning and to themgdary ser-
vices that are provided to many parents throughtioaiCity of
Whitehorse.

| also want to thank the Copper Ridge Neighbourhase
sociation for its ongoing work on behalf of citizemvithin
Copper Ridge. They have been involved in a numbeom-
munity-driven events, as well as infrastructureluding the
local skating rink that was installed a few yeag®,athanks
also to the support of the community developmentfiand of
course its ongoing work with Copper Ridge Place arahy
individuals within the community to further develdipe Laz-
ulite Park, which is continuing to evolve as well.

I'd like to thank the association for their ongoifRireS-
mart initiatives. The neighbourhood association hasn ap-
proved for funding by the FireSmart program yederafear
for their continued fire abatement initiatives inet Copper
Ridge area. Again, I'd just like to express my agupaition for
projects, and in particular to the many volunteefsthe
neighborhood association, all of which, | might adde help-
ing to reduce the risk of fire to area residents.

I would like to now just take some time to speakhis
particular budget as well as reflect on where weewsome
eight years ago and where we are today and whatuthee
holds for the Yukon as | see it.

Mr. Speaker, the budget before us very much refleig-
nificant changes that have occurred in the Yukdme €con-
omy has and continues to flourish from sector e Tour-
ism for example outperformed every other jurisdiatin the
country in terms of visitation to the territory 2010. Com-
pared to other jurisdictions and despite globalemtonomic
challenges — and if there’s one thing that | haerthed over
the years in tourism — is that it is anything biatgmnant, there
are changes all around.

Thanks to a vibrant tourism industry, thanks todhgoing
efforts and work of many stakeholders involvedhia tourism
industry, tourism is holding its own compared te thst of the
country. | congratulate the many stakeholdersHeirtongoing
efforts in ensuring that we remain a destinatiorcludice, not
only during the summer, but year-round, and thatyisontinu-
ing to invest in initiatives and events. The YukQuoest is un-

We are very appreciative of the ongoing work of tium-
dreds of volunteers, the staff and the board oéatiars of
institutions such as the Yukon Quest for their angowork.
This speaks to the very importance of tourism ih ardy the
Yukon but Alaska. It also speaks to the continugehfiships
that have been garnered between our two countrigetween
Alaska and Yukon.

Mining has also been referred to here today. t atantin-
ues to flourish. As was referenced in the Budgedlrads, ex-
ploration expenditures are expected to exceed $tditon,
whereas mineral production for 2010 was expectedotal
some $260 million.

When you compare this to 2002 when there were @o-op
ating mines and exploration amounted to about $iomi
there really is little comparison.

Yukon’s cultural industries also continue to thrive
whether it’s film and sound or arts and cultur&nbw there is
reference within the Budget Address to Yukon hagstthe
Western Canadian Music Awards, a significant feaitself,
which will put Yukon on the cultural map. We haveeb on
the map for many years, but this is a resoundigess for the
sound-recording industry.

Filming continues to be a huge net contributor tdkah'’s
economy, as well as Yukon’s social well-being.

There were a number of great, wonderful productitias
were shot in the heart of the Yukon — the TombsiBae, |
believe it was — | am just trying to think of thame of the
one show or the one film. | think it washe Big Yearwhich
showcased a number of celebrities. Again, | comndmtd the
film industry for being able to provide for suchtaented and
complex industry that has grown significantly oube last
number of years and for being able to accommodeidug-
tions, but still be able to initiate new producsorof which
there are many events in recognition of the inguisself.

Yukon’s unemployment rate remains the lowest in the
country at just over 3.5 percent. Our populatioatian all-time
high, marking the arrival of many individuals fraah over the
country and elsewhere.

I know that on the weekend we were at our frierplace
for an open fire pit, where we were able to roashe marsh-
mallows and hot dogs. It was a great family gatigeof indi-
viduals, at which time | had the opportunity to tmaenumber
of new residents to the Yukon coming from ColombiaAr-
gentina and again just reflect on the growth oftdrdtory. The
diverse cultural makeup of the territory is contimguto influ-
ence the Yukon as a very rich and wealthy pladeséoand to
raise our families, and | speak of the human paknof
course.

In going door to door over the last number of ye#dreas
been duly noted that there are individuals fromaalér the
world who have sought the Yukon — they are makihg t
Yukon their home. | think that is wonderful. It'arftastic that

derway. The 28 running of the Yukon Quest is but one exam-we have a climate that is conducive to the grovftthe private

ple, to be sure, of how investments in icon eventsh as this
are ensuring that we continue to be on the map \ithesmes
to destinations for winter travel.

sector and our cultural community, and we can @liolyrish as
a result of that.

As a lifelong Yukoner, | can say that this is ictfthe best
place in the world to live and to raise a family.
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That has been repeated by many new immigrants gpmirtion and the vision of the Klondike Institute oftAnd Culture.

to Canada and coming to the Yukon. In fact, it welayed to
me again over the weekend. | always ask individudis have
just moved to the Yukon: what made you choose thko¥ to
become your place to live? Again and again, ithsu the
landscapes — the natural landscapes that we heseablout
the economic conditions, the opportunities — ergll@ut it's
also about the people, and the people here arallsof hospi-
tality, so friendly, giving and generous. That iis fact what
makes us the best place on earth to live.

They have done a magnificent job showcasing tinés finstitu-
tion of its kind north of 60 and for implementinggning trans-
fer agreements with other institutions, such aslg@arr and
the northern institute of art and culture.

I would be remiss if | didn’t recognize the new YaukCol-
lege campuses in Dawson City and Pelly Crossirgptigoing
work in replacing F.H. Collins; the individualizégarning cen-
tre — that's a really fine example of a creativeadhat was
put forward and this government did work towardfitstion. It

Everyone | have met over the last number of years —has helped hundreds of individuals complete thdircation

whether they are from the Philippines, from Coloajkdrom
Germany or Argentina — the list goes on — we are/ey
thrilled that these individuals have chosen the ofuko make
their home.

I’'m very proud to have been part of a governmeat ttas
helped contribute to the economic success of théadey by
way of making strategic investments in infrastroetas | men-
tioned — strategic infrastructure, which helps trewth of
many industries — tourism, mining, the culturaltees. When
we speak of venues such as the Old Fire Hall,tample — |
was at the Old Fire Hall. It's a fine example dfidtural venue
and a very creative partnership that was garneetdden the
Chamber of Commerce, the Yukon Arts Centre andGbe-
ernment of Yukon. It has worked very well over years, and
we’re very pleased to continue to support it witboatribution
of about $150,000 within this budget. It is vensesh as this
— venues such as the two cultural centres thatcarently
being constructed — Champagne and Aishihik Firstidda
cultural centre and, of course, the Kwanlin DunsFiNation
cultural centre. These are also wonderful exampfgsartner-
ships when governments work together to advanezdsts of
mutual benefit for the public good. | think thatevhwe look at
the Kwanlin Dun cultural centre — this has beemeat in the
making for many, many years.

| thank the people of Kwanlin Dun for their visiamd for
their collaborative efforts in ensuring that, & #nd of the day,
we have a beautiful, culturally valued facility thaill be able
to show and tell the many stories of their peoplerdhe years.
It will also be a home to a new community publkrdiry on the
Whitehorse waterfront, yet another accomplishmeaéed.

Likewise, the Champagne and Aishihik cultural centr
which is also housed in this budget, contains a visitor cen-
tre. In fact it is really wonderful to see signditt progress be-
ing made on each of these institutions. Again,ilitwery much
result in net benefit to the Yukon public, but partarly for the
respective First Nation governments.

| would like to thank the Government of Canada itsr
contributions and the Yukon government for its cimtions,
because these are partnerships, and to the Fit&tnNgovern-
ments for making their financial and in-kind cobhtriions.
Without these partnerships — financial, in-kind dndnan —
these would not be off the ground as they are.

Investment such as education: there has beendd tiis-
cussion — new schools — and | know some of us terfdr-
get that a school of visual arts is but one finanegle of a new
school that has gone up, thanks to this governmexntribu-

and succeed in moving forward to post-secondarycagthn.
It's a tremendous accomplishment itself.

There is programming ranging from early learningnd-
ing for childcare; full-day kindergarten to posteadary train-
ing; community training trust funds — the list gams | know
that at Yukon College, for example, one of thet firéngs that
the Government of Yukon did — upon our governmeging
elected — was increase the space funding. | knesretihas
been a lot of discussion about Yukon College evgvas a
university and | know that those discussions wihtinue to
proceed. In the meantime, Yukon College does hagres-
granting status as a result of this Legislaturading in legisla-
tion that enables the college to do just that. Asslt, we've
seen a resounding success of post-secondary degrgeims
coming about — bachelor of science, bachelor ofcation.
There is a licensed practical nurse program — agaiother
amazing example of a project that was initiated qer two
years ago and has produced a number of gradudtesf a
which, | understand, have been hired to work ihezitCopper
Ridge Place or soon to be in the Thomson Centre.

In this budget we have been able to continue twigeo
and ensure that Yukoners receive accessible, atitedquality
health care. For Health and Social Services alibrfegs to be
duly noted that in this budget there is a 14-pdréecrease.
The department’s budget back in 2002 reflected ahdk143-
million expenditure. Today we are looking at alm$263 mil-
lion.

There has been a lot of discussion about wherédhars
have come from, who earned it and so forth buthatend of
the day, | do want to pay credit to our Premienfarking, for
garnering and establishing a very strong relatigmstith our
two territories, which set off the example of a eamth ap-
proach to many issues — health care was reallyobtige most
important and symbolic relationships that was #truc

As a result of the pan-northern territories contiogether,
it was our Premier who stood with the other twonpieg's stood
up to the Prime Minister of the day saying thas thasn't good
enough, that the Yukon, that the Northwest Telgrand
Nunavut, are distinct — that they are separatethatit's not
just population-based — that there are distindiedéihces and
that there are distinct, unique needs that musidoeessed.

As a result, we were able to have negotiated fertkinee
respective territories the territorial health ascésnd, which
has since evolved. We are very appreciative of rérewed
injection of dollars for health care, which ensutleat health
care does remain a priority in the territory.
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As a mom who continues to raise a child, had al¢chive
birth to my son some years ago and has utilizechézdth care
system — all our family members have, as I'm swaeheand
every member in this Legislature has — I'm very rapjative
of the quality and professional service that isvéeed by our
medical community, which is also growing.

This government was very pleased to initiate anglém
ment a program specific to children with disalekti That is of
utmost importance to many of my constituents andyniadi-
viduals throughout the territory. There was no #jeprogram
dedicated to children with disabilities and sevdigabilities.
There is now. It continues to evolve.

As | mentioned earlier, we were able to open tineaiaing
beds at Copper Ridge Place — about 24 of them — thee
last number of years. Soon we will be opening 1@itamhal
continuing-care beds at Thomson Centre. ThankshdoDte-
partment of Health and Social Services working wlith medi-
cal community, we have been able to initiate antivele a
number of medical bursaries for Yukon studentss¢heanting
to establish a new practice.

You know, it's working. In fact there was just goet in
the media recently, and it said that if you needoator the
Yukon is the place to be. In fact the ConferencarBaf Can-
ada deemed that Yukon measured up as the highettad of
the lowest, in terms of presence of doctors peitgapnd ap-
peared to be significantly higher than elsewherhéncountry.

We are very appreciative of having physicians acpland
very appreciative of those efforts made by the depnt and
the officials housed within the department to maieentives
available and that which is now providing greatdfés to the
Yukon. We have been able to increase stipends fedlical
travel. Whereas, before | believe it was $30 afdayndividu-
als seeking medical treatment Outside, it is now #7day.
Individuals who reside outside of the capital dibpking to
come to the city for medical treatment are alse dblreceive
funding assistance in support of their treatment lire the City
of Whitehorse.

All of this continues to go up in terms of costskdwise,
physician billings, hospital billings and, yesplaces pressure
on budgets, however it is also a reflection of ghewth in the
community — the growth of families and the growthiradi-
viduals looking to make their lives here in the ¥okand we
are working with the community to deal with thosatjcular
pressures.

Thanks to previous budgets, were able to replagechii-
dren’s receiving home. We have been able to neagotraulti-
year funding agreements with Kaushee’s Place, HietpHope
for Families Society in Watson Lake, Many Riverau@selling
and Support Services and the Child Development rE€ekife
have been able to increase social assistance firsh&me in
over a decade — by more than 25 percent. When ule tio
our seniors and our elder community, we've beere ablin-
crease the public utilities grant by 35 percent wedhave in-
dexed it against inflation. We have doubled andexed the
Yukon’s senior income supplement. Again, we hawdeied
rates as well as increased rates paid to fostemgmrthe first
time in many years.

We have been able to provide an increased conibir
terms of affordable housing initiatives. We recagnihere are
pressures, and there are significant needs in tefrheusing,
but this government — and | know it has been requbatnd
will be repeated again by the Minister responsibiehe Hous-
ing Corporation — has invested over $100 millionnew af-
fordable housing initiatives for seniors, famileasd individuals
in need.

We have provided hundreds of housing units, incigdi
new unit — a new sixplex townhouse within the newgram
subdivision — a beautiful facility — a facility thdas very
much going to accommodate families. Likewise, thisréhe
new affordable family complex that was just recgntened in
the Riverdale area. That received a great dealfitaéism from
the members opposite, but as a result of thatativé going
forward, it is now, as we speak, housing over 3filfas. That
has been dedicated to those most in need.

Unfortunately, | do have limited time. | did wamt $peak
about the Department of Environment. | did wanteoognize
the work of the Department of Environment — theicidis,
the biologists, the planners and those providirg itiforma-
tion, which is so necessary to provide land userpte. | just
wanted to thank the department officials for tlegigoing work
in ensuring that programs — look at remediatiorcaftami-
nated sites across the territory — it is this gowegnt that cre-
ated a new site assessment remediation unit togeama own
government-owned contaminated sites.

It is this government that continues to invest verych in
green energy initiatives, such as enhancing outchgdpacity.
We are also, of course, very proud of the instingi that we
initiated, such as the Yukon Climate Change Rese@entre
of Excellence, the Yukon Cold Climate Innovatiomn@e, and
the Northern Research Institute. There are mangrqibrtners
who are doing their good work on the research, kdreit's
looking at permafrost degradation, the health offotests, or
the health of our water systems and so forth.

| am very appreciative of the work that is goingiorthe
Government of Yukon in addressing landfills throoaghthe
territory. We are looking at investments and trangtations
situated in places like Carcross, Mount Lorne, $lagiDeep
Creek and many other communities. It's this govesntrthat
has enhanced investments in recycling initiativeas dommu-
nity recycling depots, for example

Again, | could go on, but | know that my time iss§ about
up. | did want to conclude by saying thank you Halee offi-
cials who are responsible for putting the budggetber. | be-
lieve it is a balanced one. It reflects the ecomomalities, as
well as the social challenges we have in the tegritoday.

There is always more work to be done. There is ywa
work in progress on every front. | do commend thisiget to
all members of the Legislature, and we look forwerdiebat-
ing each and every department.

Mr. Inverarity: | rise today to respond to the 2011-12
budget. | would like to initially thank my familynad my
friends, and especially the residents of PorteeCigouth for
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their continued support. | will go into this trileubr thank you a
little bit later.

I know that Yukoners will be going to the pollsghjear,
and it is my hope that the voters of Porter Creelt!$ will
choose a government that they can trust, and lilegtwill con-
tinue to support me in my efforts to represent theithin this
House. | believe that over the past five yearsJehdemon-
strated to the residents that | have met their sieedat least
attempted to meet their needs and that, despitéattiethat |
have been in the opposition, that we as a LibeeatyPhave
certainly accomplished much in the last five years.

It's difficult to actually accomplish a lot in thepposition
because we need the support of the other membets that,
but it's not impossible. | think over the past fiyears we have
made sure that Yukoners have been protected agaimest
some might call the heavy-handed government thathaxe
today.

One example of us having success within the Letgistal
believe, would be the Yukon driver’s licence tha thave to-
day. As most people know, the driver’s licencersbably the
most widely accepted piece of identification wergasn our
persons, even surpassing a passport. It's regketthbt over
the past five years we’ve had to resort to usingpassport for
transportation purposes within Canada. It’s difica do that,
but | think we've managed to accomplish getting tiris year.
Yukoners told us how embarrassing it was when thay to
present their driver’s licence, as it was not ateg¢ms valid
identification. As life went on over the past fiyears, it be-
came less and less acceptable to the point whesa,this past
fall, it was not being accepted as a valid formdeintification
to get on an airplane flying out of Whitehorse.

I'm reminded of the Premier standing up in the Hgwd
we were debating or trying to bring forward thisue within
this Legislative Assembly. The Premier indicatedtthe re-
membered little green paper driver’'s licence, inifgr — at
least | read that — that it was still an acceptatolen of
driver’s licence and that we didn't even need #mihated one
that we had had for the past 20 years. It has heerally close
to 30 years since we've had a new driver’s licence.

Then, one day, the government changed its minddaad
cided that, in fact, getting a new drivers’ licesder Yukoners
should be a priority. As I've indicated, | am pledgo say that,
through the hard work and dedication of the depamntnoffi-
cials, it was able to get fast-tracked through iabably less
than six or eight months — from my perspective —gé& to
the point where we had a valid driver’s licence éngas a lot
of hard work. | would like to commend those depamoffi-
cials in making it so.

Was the change of government position becauseitfes-L
als made sure this problem did not get swept awathé gov-
ernment? Well, perhaps; perhaps not. | think | Veilve it up
to the electorate to decide in the upcoming elactio

Another example of Liberal determination on pragesias
the Human Rights ActTheHuman Rights Acivas out of date
and actually needed revision. We tabled a onedmendment
to the YukonHuman Rights Adn an effort to address a critical
issue in this piece of legislation. However, debats closed

down by the government after the first speaker —meand
Yukoners’ needs fell on deaf ears. It's a funnyn¢habout a
good idea, though. Good ideas don't go away. They \ait
for the right time.

Did the government want to serve Yukoners by doiray
job? Obviously not — or they would have given itisas con-
sideration at the time it was originally broughtviard. We did
end up with a motion for a select committee and ¢cbanmittee
went forward. Out of that came far more changes foat a
simple one that | was looking for, which would haertainly
been effective in and of itself. But | am pleasbkdttthe gov-
ernment changed their mind and we did look at thelevact.

| know that in the fall, | believe, the Minister diistice
indicated that théluman Rights Aatvas still under revision for
those issues that we did not pass in the firstrgaral. | wait
patiently for this sitting — | believe that we kfilave two or
three days left before the government has to tahle more
bills or additions — and so | look forward to thokeman
rights changes that should be coming forward. Mkiiwe gov-
ernment officials have supposedly been working Vemd on it
and, if they have been, | thank them very muchdwing the
hard work and bringing those other issues forward.

It is a funny thing about good ideas; they just 'Ht@o
away, do they? Instead the government grudgingtpaoeded
to the pressure and we in fact have a mtwman Rights Act
although not, as far as | am concerned, totallymgeta. We’ll
get there, Mr. Speaker, if not now, after the red&ttion. We'll
leave it to the electorate to decide.

Today was a historic day, and it is repeating fitdeliring
the last campaign the Liberals promised to implemeéristle-
blower legislation when elected. That promise ssilhnds.
Whistle-blower legislation was tabled in the Legtske today.
We expect the Yukon Party will do as they have gbwadone.
They will resist to the bitter end any efforts tnetLiberals to
make the Yukon a better place to live.

It's important to note that the Yukon Party alsormised
to implement whistle-blower legislation in the lastmpaign
and we have been patiently waiting for five yearsathieve
this goal, yet it still has not come forward. WHy® not here
to blame or point fingers. | could indicate ther@tfuency of
the meetings that were held, but the reality i tivhistle-
blower protection is now on the agenda again andlilitbe
addressed.

The disclosure protection bill that was tabled togiast
represents a starting point for Yukoners. With thils we are
proposing that whistle-blower protection be impleteel in the
Yukon. We want it to be the best that it can be. Wt it to
be in the best interests of all Yukoners. Thisasimpossible;
it's just difficult to accomplish from the oppositi benches,
but we can do it.

There are many more accomplishments that | coutéilsp
of, but | think that when we look at how we caniagh things
together, the select committee process that we weotigh
over the past few years in some cases has beely Bigttess-
ful and in other cases has not worked well. In,fddtwere to
be critical of some of them — not the select cortees, but
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committee work within this Legislative Assembly —eduld be
highly critical of them.

Some have been met with obstacles and roadblodkg-in
ing to accomplish tasks that could be very simmgtexd out.
Without going into directly picking on particulaommittees
— which | think | won't at this particular point, MSpeaker —
but | think that it's important that we do have auittees, that
we do even continue to have select committees fress but
they need to be able to work and they need to tieveoopera-
tion of all parties on both sides of this floordrder for those to
meet and to work.

Some of the critic areas that I'm responsible fi@r ldigh-
ways and Public Works, Justice and the Yukon LigDorpo-
ration. This has been a change over the lastgittihad been
looking after Tourism but, as you are aware, atibginning of
this five-year mandate, | had been Justice crititially and
have come back to that portfolio. It gives me apasfunity to
address those issues around human rights and tlitehbitse
Correctional Centre and other issues we will belidgawith
over the next number of days.

In regard to the Highways and Public Works portfeh-
as we all know — Highways and Public Works is resglole
for ensuring safe and efficient public highwaysstiips, build-
ing and information systems, among other thinge &tea of
public service is important for Yukon and I'm natre the
Yukon Party government is doing enough in this ipakar
area. Public services are important. We depend tipem and
that goes from the highways to airport services.

Over the past three years, operation and mainteneosts
for the Department of Highways and Public Worksénaeen
underestimated. The Yukon is changing. We have reaoosv.
We have more traffic. The mining industry now relien the
Yukon transportation system to keep our operatigosg.
Budget estimates for the Yukon transportation systave not
been realistic. Over the past three years, there haen essen-
tially no increases in the highway maintenance keud@his
year there are some minor increases, but the budiget not
reflect the kind of increased resources that waélieeded to
maintain the Yukon’s highways in the face of risoyggerational
costs and the increased use of our transportajisteras. Just
the number of heavy vehicles hauling ore up andndohe
Klondike Highway, Mr. Speaker, is putting signifitastress on
highways.

When we add what is going to be happening on thepca
bell Highway and the new mines opening up in Elsd ldeno
and that area, we are going to see increasedctr&fioulders
need work — they all need some kind of work — ahdltt
needs to be reflected in our budget, but we caanogpt our
service cuts. Yukon'’s transportation system isitoportant to
ignore. If we look at the Silver Trail — and | hastuded to
the Mayo, Keno, Elsa area already — an example fwdtw
mean by unrealistic estimates — repairs and reletimnin on
that road are needed. Mining activity is picking and no re-
sources are allocated for upgrades this year. This been
raised before and we are still waiting for an adeguesponse.
It's not just there. We see the north Alaska Highwa/hile a
lot of the funds for that come from the Shakwakjgrb and

American money coming into Canada to help rebuikt,twe
are now still, I think, over a year or year and -tvaéf into ne-
gotiations on the Shakwak project, and we have deereases
in the amount of money being spent, and yet thewy itself
is becoming more and more undriveable. Last summarsts
were complaining that there were accidents on tigaway
because of the frost heaves, and those issuestoeeel ad-
dressed.

We look at the Department of Justice for a momedt\ae
see that their budget has flatlined. The new Ctimeal Centre
is like an information black hole. We ask questidmsll us
about how it is coming along”, and that sort ofnthiand we
get, “On-time and on-budget”, and that's it. Is Wk won't
know. We won't be able to see anything until aftiee next
election, so that is what we will be paying attentto what is
going on within that area. We will never know besauhe
final costs have not been tallied for that proj&ée hear snip-
pets from individuals saying that there are cogrmns within
the new correctional facility, but it is difficuld pinpoint those
and what they are; if there is misspending or hdgn’t know.
We have no whistle-blower protection in order tdidete any
of those claims because people won't stand up.

I would like to talk about some of the constituémsues
that | have, but before | get into that | thinksitmportant that
we look at how Yukoners are reacting to the curgmtern-
ment. | feel that they're particularly angry. | \walround and |
get — well, anger, quite frankly, Mr. Speaker. ihthit's based
on the fact that the trust is gone. They are logKor a change.
It isn’t necessarily that the government hasn'telsome good
things. They have. The reality is that when you ghethat
against how they believe in the government, it'sye push
aside all the good against the simple fact that'tleelost trust.
Certainly promises have not been delivered on. Budgti-
mates are unreliable. We see that here. We savathear ago
and we stood in this House and said Health andaE8eirvices
is underbudgeted. More money needs to be had —wduad
happened? The Premier stands up and says more meedgd
to be spent this year, so we spent it. They kngwaat ago that
it needed to be spent. They knew that the budggtdde in-
creased — be realistic — and yet it was not thExerybody
knew that the money had to be spent. You can't edeser
Health and Social Services’ budgets. They're gaémgontinue
with population; it's a logical conclusion.

We talk about the savings account being depletéink
$18 million is what we're looking at at the momeRive years
ago, | think we were at $167 million in the savirggcount.
Certainly that money has been used to offset mgklias our
contributions toward things like the hospital in #&n Lake
and a hospital in Dawson City. Has that been a grsedof our
money? Well, we’ll see. The election is coming pedple will
voice their opinions at that election. The ressilthiat almost all
of the $167 million is spent. The Premier likestatk about
how it's okay to spend the savings on a rainy ttas it been a
rainy day in the Yukon? It certainly doesn’t apptwat way to
me. Why shouldn’t the savings be saved for a reany?

I think one of the most significant things that tehered
me over the last little while has been the wayG@hewn corpo-
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rations are taking on debt — in particular, the pitad Corpo-
ration — and how they're funding the two new hoalgitthat
they're building.

This is off-book financing. It's critical that Yukers know
how much money is really being spent by the govemm
That's not just this Assembly, but it also includésown cor-
porations. They call them Crown corporations faeason —
because they are part of the government. Peopbktoaecog-
nize that, although we like to say they are at arlength — we
like to have this picture that we have no influemcethem —
the reality isn’t that, because we have ministesponsible for
Crown corporations. How do you have somebody whe's
sponsible for something and says, “I don’t havetlking. I'm
going to wash my hands of this department. | havénput in
what they say or do.” Let’s get real.

In the face of growing population and rising cogstss
government — Yukon Party government — has tabledve—
heard it, we read it in the newspaper and I'll galyere — a
fantasy budget. We need to have some realisticegtions.
People need to know what's going on. Is it an eéecbudget?
Well, it's the last one before an election. We nhigh well call
it what it is.

The Yukon Party government overspent its operatiod
maintenance estimates in the last year by more$B@million
and that was just last year alone. Over the pastyfears, the
Yukon Party government has overspent its estimates
O&M and capital, by a combined total of $172.5 iill. What
can | say? The numbers speak for themselves instefrasti-
mates. We have every reason to disbelieve the bedgenates
that are being presented here by the Yukon Panrgrgment.
The public is angry at this government. They fextl down.
Yukoners expect their government to be honest. Twempt
straightforward answers to straightforward questiand we're
not getting them.

I’'m going to move on to — let’'s say — the conclusidid
like to talk about some of my constituents’ issuamentioned
it earlier in the day. | think I'll move on from ¢htone that I've
had in the past, although | may slip into it andr'{lchave to
forgive me if | get that way.

The area of Porter Creek, and particularly Portezel
South — my riding — has a number of challengesniathem
right now. | would like to thank the Porter Creadnstituents. |
made mention of them earlier about electing meel proud to
be their representative. | have to say that | feeud to have
been part of the Porter Creek Community Associatloat-
tended a lot of their meetings over the past figarg. | missed
a few, but I've made most of them.

What's of particular importance to me is that thewe
been a real sounding block for how | representctramunity
of Porter Creek South and, to a lesser degreer ditliags in
the Porter Creek area because they represent aRodkr
Creek. Just last night | was at one of their mestiand | said,
“How do you want to deal with this issue of infillR’s a criti-
cal issue within our community. | haven’t touched fousing
here today, but housing in Whitehorse in generah ia sorry
state.

Now | could say something like, “The first five ysahat
the Yukon Party was in government, they did nothimgerms
of increasing housing,” and while the minister sigmup and
says that they've added another 150 houses in astefive
years, we really need five or six times that nunibeorder to
meet the needs — and that we are behind the eghtddlay.
Is the Porter Creek Community Association, whichresents
the residents there, opposed to infill? Not neadgsal hey
want logical, rational infill. They think that therea, for exam-
ple, around the Guild Hall should be used for comityuser-
vices — like a rec centre or something like thatrather than
infilling with houses. Why? Because when they Iths Stan
McCowan Arena, they had nowhere else in which tibdba
community centre in the future. It may not be oe thooks
today, but it is something that they had interest i

Do they have problems with infill in general? Natngr-
ally speaking. | even talked to people at the meetiast week.
In the area over around Boxwood, for example — i in
my riding, but | talked to some people who liveaajnt to the
infill area, and their problem wasn't the infilsglf; it was the
plan to put in eight or nine homes where all of tbgident lots
were a little bit bigger and they thought mayberfou five
might be a better place to go.

I live on Grove Street. There are six lots thatehbeen in-
filled this year. They are being built now. Onefis sale al-
ready and it isn’t even finished, so the issuetiso’ much the
question of infill. I think everybody in Whitehorsecognizes
we need lots, and because there has been no demeiopf
lots over the past five years, something has tddre because
Whistle Bend won’t be onboard until the fall of 20and there
are no lots available in Whitehorse and somethiegds to be
done.

On the area of Mcintyre Creek, direction is cleamoad
through Mclintyre Creek is not acceptable to my ttunents,
and for the City or anybody — government — to tndalan
one, | believe that they will meet with steep opfies to that
and it needs to be addressed. Those are issua=ettainly are
paramount on the minds of my constituents in Po@srek
South, and | get this feedback from the Porter K@emmu-
nity Association. As | said, they have been helfriujiving me
direction over the years.

Will we see more infill? Probably. But we need #@amal,
logical and certainly community-based type of infithere the
properties being developed are consistent wittptbeerties in
the neighbourhoods, and we will see how that goes.

I'd also like to thank the Porter Creek Liberalimigl asso-
ciation — those are the people who are my armslegsl dur-
ing elections — they have been a strong suppofteneoover
the past five years in fundraising and helping @aucus.

Finally, | would also like to thank my wife for hepntin-
ued support. Over the years she has been stegdfsatiding
beside me, helping me within the community, walkivith me
every evening that | can get out around the ridonghake sure
that | am doing what | am supposed to be doinganhk her.

Mr. Speaker, in wrapping up this afternoon, | I[dokward
to the future. | look forward to an election somwithis year
— the Premier has alluded to the fall. It doesrétter when it
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is. It could be tomorrow. | am ready, and | thihle tcitizens of
the Yukon are ready for an election.

| think the budget we’re looking at today — well,has
been called “fantasy”. | saw a play the other diayas a farce.

So with that, Mr. Speaker, | would like to thanle tinem-
bers of the House here today for allowing me td cema little
bit and, in particular, the citizens of Porter Gre®outh for
their kind support, and | look forward to debate.

Hon. Mr. Kenyon:
few words on behalf of the government, myself amel ¢on-
stituents of Porter Creek North. It has been veijpyable and
a challenge sometimes, but representing the coasti of
Porter Creek North — a very unique riding, justelikvery
other riding is unique, I'm sure. It has been ayvgood intro-
duction to issues of an area from Crestview, aeddil we're
now able to put in, so that kids can ride bikesmatk more
easily to school or anywhere else.

The sculpting of that trail is now complete, and will
hopefully finish that and pave it as soon as werigeof all of
this darn white stuff.

There have been so many things said in the lasbdayp
on this budget. While there is so much that | wdikd to re-
spond to, only a couple of things really standwitiin the last
few speakers that | really have to address. Aghiere are so
many other things in there that we could.

“We knew a year ago that certain things were haimgehl

suppose if somebody has a heart attack or bred&g, ahey
knew a year ago that they were going to have thatthattack;
they knew a year ago that they were going to bteak leg.
How would they respond to these emerging issues® réh
sponse clearly from the Leader of the Liberal Plasy spring
was that they would do absolutely everything inrtipewer to
meet their budget predictions, so | guess they #drdulsend
those patients out. They wouldn’t send you to at@toto be

It gives me great pleasure to say aevaluated for a problem. Nope, sorry, but if théit's case and

that they would do it, then it really does beg dguestion, what
would they cut? How would they change things?

| think the most offensive comment — and at the esam
time it's a great compliment and | thank them for was in
relation to having a savings account in the bamlafainy day,
and he made the comment that he didn't see a wddyy It
didn’t happen. | guess he didn't read any newsgamermaga-
zines, or listen to any radio and realize thateheas a huge
global economic crisis, but | do take that as aitteecause we
really didn't see the effect of that crisis heree \Wlanaged to
weather the storm. We managed to keep people waprkife
saw an effect, yes, there’s no doubt about thatwhere are
we now?

| do have to correct a couple of comments from @un
side. The unemployment rate at 3.6 percent — yeis, the
lowest in Canada. It's also the lowest reportedmysieyment

The Leader of the New Democratic Party says that ourate in North America, Mr. Speaker. | think we'veng a pretty

prosperity is due to world mineral prices. | woudthain, re-
mind all Yukoners to think of the definition of th&orld.

World mineral prices are the same everywhere invibed.

Why did the Yukon, in the initial stages of our gavment, do
16 times better in financial progress and in ecdngmogress
than the Canadian average? Sixteen times bettearme svorld
mineral prices. So | ask people to really think wbinat and
put that into a little bit more reasonable perspectA few of

the things that the Member for Porter Creek Souih $aid —
again, | have to sort of shake my head at. Whetalke about a
fantasy budget, | have to say it is also a fantasponse.

The driver's licence is a good project. We have etbv
along with that. To the Member for Porter Creek tBpit is
something that he created. He ignores the worlhefRacific
NorthWest Economic Region, or PNWER. He ignoresdke
tensive meetings with Liz Luce, the director otlising for the
State of Washington, with her counterparts in lgieg in Brit-
ish Columbia. He ignores all of the meetings thathave had
with the U.S. Department of State and Homeland ftgcto
develop a driver’s licence that is useful.

What the Member for Porter Creek South seems to rei
force is the Liberal position of “let’s just do itYou know —
“Get on with it. Why should be study it? Let’s ki high
school. What the heck. The fact that the studiea’adone yet
— yeah, let’s just build it. We can do another drig licence
again later if it's not adequate.” Not a reasonapproach —
not a sound approach, | would submit, to any ewblgevern-
ment.

reasonable job on that. | would suggest — cautipushgree
— that we don't really want to take that much lowEnere is a
point where, and there are people who should héngelon a
social safety net and should not necessarily bthénwork-
force; we recognize that. So 3.6 percent — on arahl am
very, very happy; on the other hand, | do have sogserva-
tions.

We have the best increase in gross domestic pramuct
GDP in Canada. Nobody came close to us and onlypree
vincial or territorial governments were above zerbe Cana-
dian average was something like minus 1.2 or soraesvin
that range. So the best GDP and the best increas®P in all
of Canada — here in the Yukon. So the Member fortéPo
Creek South is right: he didn't see a rainy dagm assuming
that his comment is his way of saying “thank yoo'this gov-
ernment for protecting us from that.

Now how was it done? It was done in a variety dfledent
ways — not the least of which is using that saviagsount.
The leader of the Liberal Party has suggested jfvat,know,
we would have a savings account and perhaps sloonkihue
to enlarge that savings account. God forbid thatastually
spend anything out of it. | think most Yukonersthiéy thought
about that, would say, no, wait a minute. We hawaéngs
account. We bought a car. We sent the kids to $ckée took
a course at Yukon College, whatever it happendzbi@nd we
dipped into the saving account to do that. Thergg/account
will go up and down. We didn’t drop that savinge@mt into
negative figures. | was going to say that we didirp into

The Member for Porter Creek South made a commaent thnegative figures like other provinces and terrégeri— when in

we knew a year ago — | think that was the phrasé,|lajuote,

fact, most of those were in the negative numberstdd with.
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They didn’t drop it into the negative numbers; thest went
further into debt.

So the simplistic — that's a nice, fancy way ofjisg
we've lowered the tax rate to Yukon businesseschvhilows

You want to have some scary moments, look at Gmtari them to put more into employees, their own infrasiire and

look at British Columbia; look at other jurisdiati® that have
huge debts. Only two jurisdictions in Canada hawedebt
whatsoever — Alberta and Yukon. On a per capitéshas’re
pretty well even and perhaps even ahead of Albamtéhat. |
have great fun poking the ministers of Alberta wtiat little
fact. So — no net debt, highest GDP, lowest rejotteem-
ployment in North America.

| do have to ask the Liberal opposition — the Qdfic
Opposition — and both sides of the opposition — twdra we
doing wrong to accomplish that? We have the lowsst
dent/teacher ratio in Canada. We have the highasiar of
computers per student. We have an infrastructurerims of
roads that — with a few exceptions in very well lexpable
things like the Shakwak area up around Beaver Creelire
second to none, given the fact that, if you look atap, we're
a long ways up there. We're a long ways up theck lahink
we’ve done very well with that.

Again, what exactly is the concern here is a bitcewning,
but again, the Member for Porter Creek South sgysifan-
tasy budget. | think it's a fantasy response orphi$ and that’s
unfortunate, because there certainly are thingshere that
could be criticized. He doesn’t appear to have tbadn, but
anyway, they could be.

We really managed to succeed in turning Yukon’sneco
omy around from one of the weakest in Canada ir220the
best economy in Canada today, second to none. yiais ago
we ranked 36 out of 45 jurisdictions in the catggof good
places to invest and that survey looked at suctgthas regula-
tory duplication, uncertainty over tax regimes.almecent Fra-
ser Institute survey on good places to investh@ dpinion of
400 companies doing business worldwide — that'’s frmmn
Carcross or Old Crow, that's worldwide — Yukon iswn
ranked fourth out of 51 jurisdictions that were tiemed.

Since being elected in 2002 we have turned thingsnal
dramatically and for our long-term vision of Yuksnprosper-
ity, we've promoted a stable political, economid aagulatory
environment conducive to building the strong econpdhat we
see today and this budget really lays out that fdaranother
five years. It gives our contracting community aicbe to see
the plans for the future; it gives them a chancerapare for
that; it breaks things down in a way that some wautly be
done or only likely be done by large companies, thate are
also a lot of things broken out in there — if thgposition
takes the time to read it — that would allow oppoities for
the smaller contractors and the smaller businesdtén the
Yukon.

We have promoted a positive investment climate tmy p
viding favourable taxation, business incentive paogs and
royalty regimes. Last fall we amended theome Tax Acko
that the corporate income tax small business demudimit
was increased from $400,000 to $500,000, which séhat
small business corporations in the Yukon will bgipg less
taxes in 2011.

their own business.

We have the lowest fuel taxes by far in Canada. @oed
to British Columbia, our tax rate on gasoline is @&rcent
lower. When you look at diesel, it's 64 percent éow

We streamlined the regulatory processes in supddeg-
islation, together with establishing a system dégnated re-
source management. During the period of global ecin
uncertainty — which the Member for Porter Creek t8ou
seems to have completely not noticed — we focusecfiorts
on diversification by promoting natural resourcerelepment,
tourism, trade, arts, culture, film, sound, reskand develop-
ment, information technology, agriculture, forestrganufac-
turing, trapping, outfitting and small businessetity.

Mr. Speaker, we sat here last spring and listeoethe
Liberal opposition go on at great length about lewible our
tourism would be this summer. Well, we went up E3cpnt.
Oops — didn’t work out too well for them | guessit# cul-
ture, sport, recreation — compared to what's spenionally
on a per capita basis, the last time | looked asehstats, our
Yukon government spent 10 times — almost 10 tinaebair
under that — 10 times the national average on jltsports
and recreation.

| had the great honour of going down to BreakOutsiVe
the Western Canadian Music Awards this year in alm.
Next year we will be hosting them here in Whiteleorswas
absolutely amazed at the number of artists who agm® me
during that and said, “Why would we support anyeotfov-
ernment in the Yukon; you have given us almostgherg we
have asked for; you have supported us as well asoutlel in
our wildest dreams expect”. Not bad; | was rathegoy with
that approach and glad to see that people havgmeea the
amount of support that we have given.

Shortly after being elected in 2002, our governmeirt-
stated the Department of Economic Development atasad-
alone department. It was our government that rezednthe
importance of doing this to realize Yukon’s trugeguuial and
the positive benefits that would be provided to ¥uoérs. What
was the Liberal solution in their short-lived tinmegovernment
— shortest majority government in the history oé tBom-
monwealth of Nations. You have got to be tryingdim that.
What was their solution to economic developmentsbiid it;
scatter the employees; we don’t need economic dprent.

In 2002, the population of Yukon was officially tksl as
30,063. I'm suspicious that actually it was a biwér than that.
But constant streams of people were leaving Yukorelocate
their families elsewhere in order to find work besa there
was nothing here. People’s homes were worth, reladlgically
nothing. | can remember knocking on doors and tivaber of
single moms that | hit because their husbands weren in
Alberta working and sending money home to keepfanaly
here to enjoy the Yukon and enjoy the other benefitemem-
ber stopping and having a guy working on his car amwe got
talking, he said that it's going to take a weekwo to get this
car fixed up. He said that depending on what happerthe
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election, “I'll either stay or I'm driving to Albeéa”. I'm happy
to say that he’s still here.

In 2010, the population of Yukon is listed now dt5.
Again, that's an official population, and I'm susipius that
maybe even that'’s a little low in this case. Pe@pkereturning
because there are plenty of jobs — the lowest ufemEent
rate in North America reported. People have thétald have
good careers here. Just look at our advertisingleogent that
lists the jobs. Page after page of jobs — and ntiyéevel; not
pouring coffee at a coffee shop but good, highipguguality
jobs. They're there.

You can now build equity in homes, although | sthlake
my head at a real estate agent who doesn't believaort-
gages. This is a valid way | think most people krtovget into
the housing market and to develop a starter horddramease
the value. Certainly we have allowed Yukoners tiddbeiquity
in their homes.

Seniors are able to stay in their home communidager
as more services are available to them. Stay timdéide near
future for more discussion on that.

The Wolverine project, Tagish Lake Gold and NewifRac
Metals — Korea Zinc is in the mix — China Mining $teirces
Group. All of these we have seen and depending loait \&c-
countant you talk to in terms of money they havedly put
in, it is $400 million or $500 million. If you lookt once those
properties are producing and the investment byettamsmpa-
nies as they develop the property, | would subimitt it is
probably closer to a billion dollars — not too shgblt took a
long time, but it has been well worth it. Hundreasl hundreds
of jobs will come into that.

In 2009 our government signed a letter of intentvtirk
together to explore a sister-province relationshigh Shaanxi
Province to the benefit of both jurisdictions. Thias followed
up by a visit to Whitehorse in December by delegétem the
Shaanxi Provincial People’s Association for Fridnigswith
Foreign Countries — you have got to love some es¢hChi-
nese names — to further the development of thatiogiship.

In November 2010, Economic Development attended min
ing forums and information sessions and facilitatetivorking
opportunities profiling Yukon’s investment opporitigs and

Young adults have employment and educational opport strategic advantages.

nities available to them in Yukon. With all of ttedk in the last
day or two of a university in the north, it wasstlgjovernment
that | believe two years ago passed legislation dHaws the
Yukon College to grant degrees. So we have thaherésm

for Yukon College to develop at their own pace amdheir

own northern Yukon style.

Infrastructure in the territory has increased opputies
and quality of life for Yukoners. | think of the miber of peo-
ple who have commented in the last couple of dagsitawhat
other jurisdiction of that size — considering eitt82,000 in
Yukon or 26,000 in Whitehorse — has access to anfdlion-
plus sports complex? What an incredible legacy ith&br this
territory.

Our government has worked hard to promote a strdiRg,
versified economy and | think we’ve been succesisfudoing
so. Over the next few minutes, | will try to exgaon some of
that. But as minister responsible for the DepartmenEco-
nomic Development, I'm fully aware of the extensiwverk the
department has done in developing and implemerdingin-
vestment strategy with Asia. Much of the hard woxler the
last six years has now come to fruition. As we sgEdrs ago,
working in Asia is not going over, presenting aihass plan,
and coming back and being upset that it didn’t witr& build-
ing those relationships. Those relationships am coming to
fruition. Selwyn Resources and Yunnan Chihong Z&nGer-
manium Co. Ltd. has completed a $100 million joiehture
transaction to advance Yukon Selwyn project to bk fea-
sibility and, if warranted, to production. The Sgiwproject in
eastern Yukon is one of the largest, if not thgdat, undevel-
oped zinc and lead deposit in the world. We couldlgough
some of the other companies — the Yukon Nevada @aftt
nering with Northwest Non-ferrous International éstment
Company, to foreign Yukon-Shaanxi Mining Compang. la-
a new Canadian company which will explore the fgmede-
velopment of mineral resources.

We have sent a contingent to China to attend tmeian

China Mining Congress & Expo since 2006, showcasing

Yukon’s mineral potential on a competitive globahge. It
really has been quite amazing to see each yearthewe-
sponse worldwide has been increasingly enthusiablie de-
partment delivers support for small- and mediunedibusi-
nesses through partnerships with chambers of cooenaon-
government organizations and the private sectoe départ-
ment is working with industry and other stakehodter build a
new small- and medium-sized business strategytaatdtll be
completed in the coming year.

The programs for medium-sized and small businesses
clude microloan program, Yukon venture loan guaenen-
terprise trade fund, Yukon small business investrtencredit,
the business incentive program and partnerships e

Whitehorse and Yukon chambers of commerce and Yukon

Chamber of Mines and Dana Naye Ventures. Now theren
prise trade fund supports business developmenkenhaxpan-
sion, and enhancing revenues for Yukon businessee #s
inception in 2004, two years after the then Libgavernment
completely wiped out the Department of Economic &ep-
ment. Since its inception we have spent $2.88 anilin fund-
ing.

The department maintains ongoing consultations et
industry stakeholders to ensure Yukon businesshi&a a
competitive advantage in external markets. The Yiukmall
business investment tax credit program encouragdners
to invest in small Yukon companies. Since its inimey the
program has assisted eight Yukon businesses ® $8i2 mil-
lion.

The business incentive program promotes the hidhg
Yukon residents for Yukon government constructionjerts
and for manufacturing and use of goods and servitiese the
transfer of the business incentive program to Enuodevel-
opment in 2003-04, close to $5.2 million in rebadtese been
contributed to various projects in the territory.
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In partnership with the Whitehorse Chamber of Comdot more than just being able to pay for your ceffat Star-

merce, Economic Development continues to supperiikon
business development program, which has assiggétl ¥ukon
businesses, substantially increasing their busiaesk export
revenues. The department delivers the North Yukosiness

bucks. It is a whole economic environment and iessential
that we do that.

The Yukon Cold Climate Innovation Centre recognittes
commercialization for cold-climate technology wilbntribute

advisory outreach program in seven Yukon commuitieto the diversification of the Yukon economy. Economevel-

through a contract with Dana Naye Ventures. Apprately
80 businesses have used the program since itstiocep

The Film and Sound Commission continues to adn@nist
five film funding programs and one sound recordinggram. |
could go through some of those programs, but Ikthitost
people are well aware of it. As | say, | was reajlijite happy
and quite complimented when we were at BreakOutt\Wéh
the Western Canadian Music Awards to have so méfereht
artists — very talented artists down there — veappy with
the support that they had received and, againctimments
like “Why in the world would we support another gonment
when you have given us virtually everything we hasked
for” — 10 times the national average in spending.v&'ve
had a lot of successes with that.

Major motion pictures —Anash and the Legacy of the

opment is partnered with the innovation centres cmalrs the
advisory council. There are two funds in there -e told cli-
mate innovation fund, which provides financial assice for
researching, developing and enhancing applicataisoppor-
tunities of innovative cold-climate technologies.will also
provide seed money to help individuals and buskgegstab-
lish partnerships and leverage funding from ottarrees for
the development of innovative, cold-climate tecloggl appli-
cations. The technology innovation fund providesaficial
assistance for developing and enhancing applicataord op-
portunities for technology-based employment, speaial/or
technology initiatives in Yukon.

Itis, I think, a huge eye-opener — | sort of expedt, but
still it was an eye-opener and | think it would tmea lot of
people — that at least for one major publicatiothie Yukon,

Sun-Rock —the second season of live-action animation. | hadll of typesetting and layout is done, if memorgss, in Mex-

the good fortune of going over and watching somhisf high
technology — combination of live acting and aniroati— just
an amazing technology, and it's done here.

ico City. Distances are no longer a problem as lamghat net
works and somebody down south doesn’t decide tausgigp.
That is just a huge emphasis that we have to lacknd it's

The Yukon government initiated the development of asomething that we have to develop.

strategic action plan for the research, innovaiod commer-
cialization sector. As part of that plan, we havevied major
funding for the Yukon Cold Climate Innovation Centind the
Yukon Technology Innovation Centre. We have adnténed
programs, such as the community access program eand
Commerce Yukon program, utilizing the Internet émvelop-
ing economic and also cultural development, of seur

We have worked in partnership with CanNor, Northweies
Vuntut Development Corporation to significantly uade the
Internet bandwidth into and out of the communityOdél Crow.
That has been a challenge, but it's in keeping thiénhfact that,
in the Yukon, virtually 100 percent of people hageess to at
least 1.2 to 1.5 megabyte high-speed Internet, thighmajority
of the territory, of course, being closer to 5 &rade access to
more, should they choose to purchase that.

I could go on with some of the partnerships thatveve
worked on that, but | think all of this shows thlaé Member
for Porter Creek South is correct in that we weoé signifi-
cantly impacted by the global economic recessiah iarfact,
you know, we've probably benefited from some of iterease
in capital spending by the governments of Yukon &adhada
in terms of construction projects initiated in 20@8d our
whole response to the global economic downturnciwhook
place in late 2008.

It's interesting to note on that that we came duit cela-
tively unscathed. We had a good, solid savings wugavhich
the opposition seems to forget about. We were mdié posi-
tion of the very short-lived Liberal government -hostest ma-
jority government in the history of the Commonwbkaitf Na-
tions — which actually had to run a line of crediith the

The highest bandwidth penetration in Canada — someanks in order to pay government employees. We werio a

thing like 75 percent to 80 percent of people dbtulaave
taken advantage of that and have actually conndctet It
means that the Internet is a huge driver to ounecty and it is
critical that we do something about the fact that mternet
continually goes down because we only have onee flimk
available to us. We are actively working with Navtstel and
other proponents within the Pacific Northwest eguitoregion
to have a redundant line, so that when one goes ditve oth-
ers would pop right in — not only surfing and Gdngl|

| always think of how many years ago — not that ynan
when you would go to an auto dealer or a partsedeald there
would be four feet of catalogues of parts on thenter. You
don’t see that any more; it is all on-line, buthit Internet goes
down for four or five hours during the day, theyndoeven
know what part to sell you. They are dead in théewdt is a

very substantial — as opposition members have edintit —
a very substantial savings account, which we haan kable to
judiciously spend down and utilize. We now are jpoaition to
start judiciously spending that back up and relngdhat, and
it's this budget that will begin that process.

Under Canada’s economic action plan, up to $53.26 m
lion has been provided to Yukon to build new andokate
existing social housing units. The Housing Corporatesti-
mates that after completion of the new building81 Jaddi-
tional units will have been added to the housingfplio. Now
when you look at some of the things we actuallylitbre that
in terms of adding, we actually have constructe? @dits, and
what we've actually added to the portfolio — the rivteer for
Porter Creek South said 150; it is actually 158 waes close,
we’ll give him that; he did at least skim it ovéthink.
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Much of this has been earmarked — to use the gavenh
term — specifically for certain types of housingydal think
this is something that the opposition either daesecognize
— which is quite possible — or isn’t being complgtep front
with the Yukon public that much of the federal goweent
funds that come in are earmarked for specific tejeThey
would let you think that we got in X number of doll, so why
didn't we spend it on all of these projects?

actually adds six new units to the social housimgentory in
Dawson City, and that as the old Korbo is retirednercifully.
We have also constructed a new six-unit senioridimgi in
Faro. The cost of that project is $2.2 million. Thbbon-
cutting ceremony was held last August, althouglwitsn’t
ready at that point because again, what the oppostither
doesn’t understand or doesn’t want to see put enable is the
timing of many of these projects. Because the masmepming

Well, most of that money comes in earmarked foryver from the federal government, we are dependent tipein tim-

specific projects. Often I'm not totally in agreemevith where
it is. I'm not going to give that money back; fotge But we
must use it for those individual things.

We've also upgraded the units currently in the aldeous-
ing portfolio. This possibly reduces — we hope @Biand so
far, definitely reduces — the corporation’s opematand main-
tenance because they're energy efficient. We haen tvery
happy to develop those new 158 units. When you eoenthat
to what the Liberals did in their very short — | mibuse the
term, Mr. Speaker — time, the careful planning tinay refer
to and their great overall plan for the Yukon —thoduced
zero, not one single additional housing unit. THel/that with
the minister, the Liberal minister of housing oé tttay — who,
as we've shown in this House, was seriously intarfewith
and directing the board.

| think the board has done a pretty good job ddivig and
I'm very pleased that they continue to do that, lsefore any-
one gets too smug, we go back to two previous andhm
longer term NDP governments, who did do a lot afyvgood
things. What did they do in the social housing?oZdihey also
did not build a single solitary social housing urgb far, 158
and we've got many more being planned.

ing to make the announcements. In other words,amé make
the announcement until the federal government fzak their
input into the announcement, they approve it are thave
somebody present for it. Timing isn't always thestbebut
again, it's something that we can live with.

The building in Faro is built to SuperGreen enesggn-
dards, of course — the accommodating home standards
barrier-free environment. That increases the totahber of
senior-friendly units from four to six. The Faro l&ing Advi-
sory Board is in the process of accepting appbeatiand allo-
cating units — again, more of that to come in thming days.
Construction is underway on a new eight-unit senharilding
in Teslin — $2.95 million. It's expected that thimject will be
complete in the late spring of 2011 and this inekideven one-
bedroom and one two-bedroom units. It also featersergy
efficient construction, barrier-free units, comnameas, lounge,
capacity to accommodate meal preparation, commaomgli
and so on.

Based on the various multipliers provided by thep&rée

ment of Economic Development — now that we have one

again after the Liberals tried to destroy that —e firoject is
generating just over 16.5 years of direct employnserd ap-

The new buildings feature the Yukon Housing Corporaproximately four additional indirect person yeairfsemploy-

tion's SuperGreen energy standards, thus ensumdgced
energy consumption, which in turn means fewer drease
gases emissions and much cheaper to run and \asyilh
lower our operation and maintenance budget.

| remember being criticized by a researcher frore ofi
the opposition parties when there was a courseéngy effi-
ciency and he was very critical of the fact that weren’t at-
tending that course, until | pointed out that werevactually
teaching that course. The SuperGreen technologytlfa®&u-
perGreen concept and designs have all been devklapine
Yukon and we're very pleased to go out to confeeenand
such and share that technology.

Some of the projects that we've done on that, afres,
include working with Highways and Public Works &g tton-
tracting authority to replace the Korbo apartmenilding in
Dawson City. Completion is expected in 2011.

There are 19 units in that building; half are omeehioom
and consistent with the recommendations of the thudben-
eral. We anticipate that the new structure willtgyrevell take
care of our waiting list in that community. Theseain office in
there as well for Housing Corporation staff. | apidtby our
Member for Klondike that he was there a week agbthat we
are doing really, really well with it. The contracthas done a
superb job on that. The direct and indirect impddhe project
is 28 jobs and $2.7 million contributed to our GOPe project

ment.

Construction on the Watson Lake seniors housingepto
is now complete. This building includes eight oresitmom
apartments and four two-bedroom apartments.

A $4.85-million project — again, accommodating home
standards, SuperGreen. It also has common areagereise
room, TV lounge, a capacity for meal preparatiod eammon
dining area. In what's now called the Whitehorstorafable
family housing project or the single-parents fagii— four
individual buildings, all to the same standardsheré are rec
reational areas and suitable fencing to add tostfety. We
have an employee now who is in there. It was $T@bon,
which generated just over 50 person years of dieegploy-
ment and approximately 10 additional indirect. Vi@ go on
about the children’s receiving home, the projecthe Yukon
asset construction agreement in partnership witlamdin Dun.
They built the project up at Ingram and boy, @llityou, if you
need contractors, these are the guys to talk te. quality of
workmanship there is absolutely outstanding. Adyuate’ve
been very, very pleased with all of these contraciee’ve had
involved in this. That was an interesting projethey even
utilized employees from Challenge to come in andsdime of
the work on that.

| really have a lot of praise for Ray Wells andi Teambert
and the others that were involved in that. Theding was
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designed barrier-free and each unit has an elelifttanot al-
ready in place, but have the so-called chase aaadigpto put
that in. The other thing, of course, is the 30-weihiors build-
ing at the waterfront place and what we’'ll be loakiat — it
goes on — the Takhini subdivision, double-widelérsi, 158
units so far — more coming — and again, yes, tlera lot
more to do, but the Liberal solution and the hisar NDP
solution of doing nothing is not acceptable to gosernment.

Mr. Fairclough: | also would like to respond to the
budget as presented by the Finance minister inbhidget
speech and talk about a few things that are imdt\&hat has
happened over the past number of years while tHeiy®Party
has been in government.

First of all, like others, | would like to thank nfgmily
and friends and all the volunteers who supportedmecon-
stituents, over the last 14 years plus that | Hasen elected.
During that time | have seen a lot of changes thak place
here in the territory. Throughout every electiorhdve had
many volunteers and supporters who have constanitpur-
aged me to bring issues up on their behalf in wheatevay
possible when we were in government and in opositi be-
lieve | have done a lot of that and | can point sahthis out.

During that time, since 1996, | have been in gorent
— a minister responsible for several portfolios,| dtave that
experience of dealing with budgets, monies and rdegats,
government processes and so on.

I've also been the Leader of the Official Oppositiand
have been in opposition for about 10 years novan see the
mistakes that governments make and have made loegratst
number of years. It has been brought up to me so/rtimes,
whether it's on the street back in my riding, in ©ymMmMuni-
ties, that things are not right here.

I know the Yukon Party feels confident going intust
next election but, you know, they only won by soB®® votes
and an interim majority government could have dwatt
around ever so easily.

My riding is a big one land-wise. It's not quitejaarter of
the Yukon, but it's pretty close. It's not that buld be in every
corner of my riding because it's so massive, anauld never
get to all the places in my riding, mostly becansbkody lives
there. | have a pretty big riding that is goingtay an essential
role in Yukon’s economy and the future of the ter.

| have been to so many general assemblies, pulxicte,
meetings, functions, and potlatches in my ridingrothe last
14 years plus. | have three First Nations in mingdAll have
land claims and final agreements and self-govermtragnee-
ments. | have two municipalities and two commugitieat are
basically small communities, but nevertheless irtgpdrcom-
munities.

The issues that get raised with me are vast, amy tio
bring a lot of that up to the government, eitheotigh letters,
through meetings with ministers, or by raising dioes in this
House over the years. I've seen tremendous changeyirid-
ing and probably the biggest one that | can sd# rigw is the
fact that First Nations went through a negotiatocess for
the final agreement and land claims agreementeqbint of

ratifying their agreements, and now the challersgoiimple-
ment those agreements.

All three communities — Mayo, Pelly and Carmacks
have that in place and a tremendous amount of nsgmbty
that goes with it.

In 1997, LSCFN signed off their agreement. | wagaw-
ernment then, and Chief Eddie Skookum'’s signatsireni that
agreement. We've had the Selkirk First Nation felland, be-
fore | was elected in 1996, Na Cho Nyak Dun hadr thgree-
ment in place. They also have a tremendous amdumoi in
front of them and see the struggles that lie imtfraf them in
trying to implement the final agreements.

Many of those concerns have, of course, come myamay
I've tried to ask questions in the House in regardhis and
tried to raise their issues over the number of giehthink the
Yukon Party government has responded in some way®hn-
ers have just fallen to the side, but neverthetlbeasfight will
continue to ensure that my riding is properly acted for in
government budgets and is taken care of.

I have also been encouraged by the many volunteets
those who have backed me in previous electionmdirtue to
represent them, and that is my plan: to run innée election
and represent the riding of Mayo-Tatchun for thetnfeve
years, should everything go well. | think thatsitaur duty here
— all of us who are elected — to thank those peuagie have
brought them to this Legislature. | want to be aloleclearly
show that that is the case and that they are meadio

I'd like to bring up a few things because | saidttmy rid-
ing has changed a lot. The biggest ones are th diims
agreements. I've always said that the final agredsnéave
changed the way in which government conducts itsness
forever in the Yukon Territory and the struggle,cofurse, is
the implementation of those final agreements — leinst Na-
tions are still in their infancy stages in regardHat.

| also want to bring up a few things — accomplishisgl
guess — through different governments in the riddhdylayo-
Tatchun. When | was first elected, part of the ésstaised in
1996, particularly in the community of Mayo, wasttihey
needed to have a doctor within that community. As know,
there is a hospital there and we have not had todacally,
but rather service out of Whitehorse, and that tptace the
very next year. It was to me a tremendous victerypehalf of
my citizens to have that accomplishment realizexlthis day,
that same doctor still resides in Mayo and resgklghere
greatly appreciate it.

Here’s another one that the Yukon Party brings up b
doesn't really give credit where credit is due, d@hat's with
regard to schools. In 1996 that issue was hot enatpenda
around the territory and it was difficult for gonenent to even
deal with that. One of the ways — the best way -at the
could see dealing with this matter of capital cangton was to
put it into the hands of the chairs of school cdlsncrhat’s
what took place, Mr. Speaker. They made a decisimy, met,
they talked about details, they talked about whedsea school
replacement more than the other and they came thpawlist.
On that list were five schools.
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The first one that was built went to Old Crow. Wéllwas
for good reason: the school in Old Crow burned dolwnwas
there a month before the school burned down, aadsthool
needed to be replaced anyway. They were traileey, tnoved
around, the foundation wasn’t solid, they pullecrapelectri-
cal lines broke, there were holes in the floor, ahdourse that
school needed to be replaced. It was. The wintad rgas put
in, materials hauled up and that school was replace

The commitment was to build one every year aftdisT
was under the New Democratic Party. The next schmdie
built on that list created by the chairs of schoolncils was
the school in Ross River. If you can imagine thig,elected in
my riding — the three other schools that were at tist were
Mayo, Pelly and Carmacks.

I've talked a lot with the people in Mayo — the Mie of
Mayo — Na Cho Nyék Dun — to the citizens — and keas
for their patience, because we were going to folthig plan
that the chairs of the school councils had put &dvand they
will get a school, it's just a matter of finishing the other two
and they were third on the list.

It did happen; | was there when the foundation pasin
and the floor was on. Unfortunately the school vitasam-
pleted that fall. There were all the signs that $hkool would
be completed. | remember going through, walkingtlgh the
mud up to the post and having the community aliehl# was
when Prince Charles was in town in the communityiafyo.
There was lots of discussion about that, and pexgitg true to
your word, the school was next on the list. Asitlsthe com-
munities of Pelly Crossing and Carmacks were nigt ¢hat.

I’'m glad that a plan like that is strong enoughstovive
different political governments in this territorit. went right
into the Yukon Party government and they did nange it.
That plan was strong; Pelly Crossing got their sthapm-
pleted and, yes, Carmacks had theirs built. | vwartbuch on
that in a little bit, because I've been asking dgoes of the
minister and this Yukon Party government for aldougt years-
plus on this project, and even in the last sittingontinued to
ask questions about it. | will come back to it imanute.

These are capital projects that have been recadjnizee
other accomplishment that is also pretty big in ¢benmunity
was to ensure recreation centres were built. Ighbthe com-
munity of Pelly Crossing did an excellent job inttng to-
gether their arena and the link building at a viery cost. |
think it should be looked at by many. Many of theitizens
worked on that building and, in the end, came uth wome-
thing pretty significant. To this day, they haveitthockey ice
and curling ice that is artificial ice. Local peeghave learned
how to set them up. They have good bonspiels thelen't see
too many people from around the territory in thatenunity,
for example, using their curling rink in a bonspiel

They are dry bonspiels. There is no alcohol, realbgoci-
ated with their bonspiels at all, and they're fliney get so
many of the local people involved. Even citizend afders are
involved in curling in that community. It's fun &ee because,
you know, as they age throughout the years — it toathe
point that last year, anyway, we had one senior \jsb

couldn’t bend any more and had to push the rockndthe ice
with a broom, but they still participated and ttstijf had fun.

Mayo — of course, many have seen their rec celitsea
beautiful place. The community loves it. They usé@hey had
some problems with it at the beginning — same wiib
school, with the foundation and so on that continteebe a bit
of an issue. I've raised it with the Education retar quite a
few times and somewhat resolved some of thosedssue

The rec centre in Carmacks is a good rec centret hsit
only phase 1 of two phases for completion of tbataentre.

That community is now talking again about the castiph
of that recreation centre, and we want it to hapddére com-
munity wants it to happen. It's one of the few coomities left
in the territory that still has natural ice — outddce for the
skating rink — and things need to change. Althoudave to
say, that the ice is in pretty good shape for r@ioe, and their
bonspiel is this coming weekend. Yes, it competdth w
Hockey Day in Canada here in Whitehorse, but tieegoing
ahead. They've done this sweetheart bonspiel formsmy
years that it makes it difficult to cancel becassenany people
want to stay in the community and curl. So | wantiedring
that up too.

We've had so many issues that I've raised in thosigé¢ in
regard to roads. I've politely asked in fall sigg+— maybe not
so much in the last fall sitting — over the lasteniyears for
governments to pay some attention to the condiifosome of
these roads, whether it’s brushing or whatnot, sowie have
been taken care of.

There has been a very popular program — the roed r
upgrade program. Funding has been accessed bysmmmau-
nities to do road improvements — Mount Nansen Rdad,
example. That hasn’'t had a whole lot of money ptd it for
quite some time. The Freegold Road had, | thinkpuab
$200,000 put into it last year. It needed it, siynpecause of
the heavy rainfalls we had the year before thaiadimt of dam-
age to our secondary roads, which a lot of the mgirautfits
and placer miners use in and around Carmacks.

Just to stay on that topic, the community of Carksamn-
tinues to call for road improvements on the Mouranben/
Freegold Road. As members know, some of the biggeing
outfits have come together and shown their supiporthe by-
pass road around the community of Carmacks.

They have written letters and have shown the gament
that there are a lot of users up around that areaome 50
different outfits, both placer miners and thoseklng at
hardrock mining. There is a lot of traffic out thveay.

| wasn't surprised to see the government come fafwa
with a new position for a conservation officer that way be-
cause roads are opened up and there are a lothuoters go-
ing back farther and farther, as more people ar¢hederritory
are buying up ATVs and are able to get farther &arther
back.

The community of Carmacks wants to see continugd su
port to improve some of these roads, for safetgars more
than anything else. Since the roads have beempatlot of the
trees have grown to the point where it makes fiadift to see
what’s coming a corner away, whether it is on theide or
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outside corner. | want to, again, give the headseugovern-
ment on that because it has been raised with me.

and First Nations have access to this. It has edelaical work
and jobs and a sense of some safety when it camggssible

The bypass road and the bridge that needs to beénput fires in and around the community. | think a lotrm@ould be

place — | understand the rationale for the del®@mnething
like this will not go in until we see a developméake place,
perhaps Western Copper or even Northern Freegoldngr
thing around the Freegold area. It has a pricetdaigy It has
been surveyed out, slashed out and part of the maadbeen
built. The community has benefited from this by ingvresi-
dential and commercial lots off of this road. Thhes one was
the replacement of the Nordenskiold bridge, ansl was much
needed again with this heavy rainfall that we hazbaple of
years ago. It washed around some of the concrete the
bridge was sitting on and the bridge shifted dowmse six to
eight inches. It looked like it could just disappea any time.
We had water within inches of the bottom of thedgei; huge
trees being smashed under and it looked like itdchave gone
at any time. | did witness the replacement of thislge this
past summer and | took a lot of pictures and soideog be-
cause it is a bit of history for that community.

The bridge is a lot safer now. Guess what? It has t
lanes. It is a narrow bridge, but it has two laresnuch safer
than what we had in the past. | think there albssime issues
there for the Minister of Highways and Public Wotkswork
out with some of the citizens there. | don’'t knownat hap-
pened to this bridge. | did, again with the roadsk the Minis-
ter of Highways and Public Works if he would comighwme
and drive on the Freegold Road just to experiehard look at
the Big Creek bridge, which was washed out on arek and
threatened to wash down the creek. The ministemdidtake
me up on that offer, but | was really glad to seat the did
make it on the Casino Trail on the Freegold Roadl lza did
look at the Big Creek bridge last year. He undedsahe issue
that | have brought up and hopefully there couldlvesolution
to that because it is part of the Casino Trail. dleado use it
and the placer and mining industry do use that,rtea rather
than trying to find whatever way they could to dbe Big
Creek bridge. That is definitely one on which goweent
could work with the community and the mining indysto
make improvements.

| wanted to bring that forward again about the Nord
skiold bridge. Yes, Yukon Party was in governmehew this
went in. Local people were quite vocal that thigaded to be
replaced and it was a good thing for the commuaftyCar-
macks. We've seen good road improvements also e@tin-
can Creek Road and other roads along the Silvel thiet had
rural road monies involved. It's a very scenic drand again,
it does help the community out to have this secrwkss road
to the community of Keno City.

Residents of Keno City have a lot of issues witads
lately, but hopefully some of these issues couldelselved.

| want to also talk about another popular programd a
funding within government — there are two of therhere’s
the community development fund and the FireSmargam,
to which all the communities have access. Sincg ltawe fire
guards around the communities, they've gone therattep to
FireSmart within the communities, and all the mipafties

done. This money should stay in government aseaitéem and
within the department for quite some time, becaugkink
there’s a lot of work that should be done.

The community development fund has targeted sngll p
orities for communities and has been a pretty sssfoéfund
over the years. It continues to be a pot of mohey the com-
munities could continue to access by laying outdgadionale
for why they need it.

We even have seen cooking courses for mining caamps
part of this funding, to help fund that. Over theags, of course,
communities have liked that, so I'm not always efegative
here to the government, but it might soon get thay in a
minute.

The other thing that | wanted to raise was safakihp
water within the communities. As you know, Mayo fzasys-
tem similar to what Whitehorse has. They have tewater, but
some of the First Nations still have water delivekg a matter
of fact, they ran into a problem with this cold wes when
flooding took place in Mayo and their water trualoke down.
They used a government water truck from Keno Citgt that
broke down and they had a tough time. A lot of peaopent
without water during the Christmas holidays anid ithat type
of thing that | think government could respond tdate a bit
quicker. Sometimes it's difficult to get vehiclékd that fixed
in a timely manner.

I've seen a lot of changes. One of them is the pdine
going from Mayo to Dawson and the extension fromntecks
to Stewart Crossing. These are visible changdsowdth there
is an attempt being made to not have this powerdmmuch in
people’s view as they travel the highway. This Eetty major
improvement to a place like Pelly Crossing, whiah on die-
sel and had to listen to these diesel engines 4umoRrs a day,
seven days a week, all year-round. It has madenprovement
to that community. I've had some complaints abautrgany
power failures over the last year. | mean, that'ssgue | think
Government of Yukon can perhaps address.

Capstone, as you know, accesses power throughtan-ex
sion from this line to their property. We see pbisianother
that could access that, should they get into devedént soon,
and that is with Western Copper. Alexco is beritfrom
being on-grid, which was great for them. Perhapedd to talk
about that a little bit because it's a big issueniriding.

The people having a better quality of life — thatisissue
and that's one we can all work on slowly and tryirtgrove
where we can make improvements. Providing work rfor
constituents — it's pretty tough for a governmenmtlo on their
own, no matter how many programs they run. Theapeisec-
tor is where a lot of these jobs are being creatdith Alexco
and Minto mines being in operation, so many of @tizens —
even from the community of Carmacks — have beerkingr
there. They see the benefits of mining in thafttanmy.

What a lot of the First Nation and local people 'd@rant
is to have an environmentally unfriendly operatitayeloping
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mine take place. Many have voiced that over the yeesrs —
part of the delay that we have with Western Copper.

Carmacks, Pelly and Mayo will be impacted tremerstiou
by mining, good and bad. We see increased dol@asirig into
the communities and we see increased social prableman
increase in alcohol and drug use, and that norngalgs hand-
in-hand with increased dollars that are in the comities.

| wanted to go back to what was raised earlier nethpard
to royalty revenue sharing. Selkirk First Natiordahe com-
munity of Pelly Crossing is experiencing this. Tteag finding
creative ways to try and use this $6 million. Likekon, they
have a dollar-for-dollar cutback in their block €ing when
they receive more royalties than $3 million a ydérey feel it.
It has been brought up. It has been part of th8if Regotia-
tions and it’s very much on the minds of many Fi\ations.

These numbers were negotiated quite awhile backwthd
inflation, the price of living today, the possibjliof increased
royalty revenue in the territory has brought tluighe attention
of the mining community and locals, and particylavke heard
a lot of it when we were in Vancouver at the Roynduwant
to get to that because we have so many potentrahgbutfits
in the riding of Mayo-Tatchun and it's going to mean influx
of people — the community is going to grow — it deeyov-
ernment support; roads need to be taken care afempsupply
is still an issue with many of these mining comparand some
of them were talking about massive change. If wakéa at
Casino for example, when we talk about royalty nexe
sharing and the Yukon having a bigger piece ofptiee when
in operation they could be bringing in some $24Q0ioni in
royalty revenue, which would be going straight tan@da, the
federal government.

In the meantime, the mining outfits asked the Yukon-
ernment for improved roads — “Give us a supply @fvpr’ —
they want this, they want the support, and thegigestion to us
down there was that we should increase this and hawe of
the dollars coming forward to the territory andréfere per-
haps the territory could be doing a lot more tasaghe mining
outfit.

I’'m running out of time here and | just wanted &y & few
more things in regard to that, that they also beeds an incen-
tive for First Nations, perhaps, to see some ofdbiéars that
are coming out of the ground in their territorytérms of roy-
alty revenue going to Ottawa coming back, and gesheu’ll
see the First Nations buying into this a lot more.

Now, the Yukon Party says it is because of them tha

Yukon is doing so well and there’s only one persarthat side
of the House that | heard give credit where creeis due, and
it was the Minister of Environment of all people but | didn’t
hear it from the Member for Pelly-Nisutlin — andaths bring-
ing certainty to the territory where people wil/ést here. That
process started so far back, | think the Yukon yPé&stgot
about this.

One of them is land claims. | heard the membersipp
say that, once you have these final agreemenfieedaind in
place, you will see certainty. That is the cass. Hiappening
now. People could see it way back then. The otimer was
devolution. Devolution giving control over our regsoes here

wasn’'t a good thing on the Yukon Party books whewas
being developed. | think the NDP had a lot to d¢hvutting
this together and it was carried forward by theek#) Party.
That, too, was about bringing certainty to theitery. That
was certainly recognized by the mining outfits ambuthe
world and it was brought to our attention again.

These two things meant a big change here in thitosr
It's about developing the territory from that poion. Of
course, we had an influx of metal prices, partidulgold and
silver. If you went back to 2002, the price of galds $260 an
ounce. We're well over $1,300. The interest is ¢hdthere’s a
bit of fever in the territory. There’s a stakinghu | see it in my
riding. | see it in Carmacks. | see mineral lickatthave flag-
ging tapes and have been staked. They're all over.

There is interest here in the territory. Therenieiiest in
my riding and | know that this riding is going tordribute
greatly to the territory.

One common message | heard on the street in mygridi
and around the territory is that you cannot trims tYukon
Party government. They say one thing and do anoben it
comes to finances, this is what they say and iistwut to be
something else. Look at ABCPs — $36 million gonénéné is
it, Mr. Speaker?

| have one minute left.

When it comes to education reform, the Premier kddc
the whole issue of governance. Talking about acbwotip ap-
proach versus a top-down — that wasn't talked abalg had
demonstrations outside this House when it camedtwation
— creative signs like: “Dictator go, mahsi’ cho” we have all
seen that. Several demonstrations — the forfeiaoge We
have seen the Auditor General’s report when it comoegrad
rates in the territory. There are lots of negathiags about this
Yukon Party, and it has been brought to our atentiver and
over again, and no matter what they say, it's date;over.
People want a change and it is going to happen.

There is so much more that | could bring forward &n
wish | could double up the time here, but I'd likeagain thank
my constituents for their support over the yeare Véte on
this budget. Our vote will be known. It's a confide vote, like
the public has on this Yukon Party government. khaou.

Hon. Mr. Rouble: I'm the MLA for the beautiful
Southern Lakes.

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

Hon. Mr. Rouble: That's a record, Mr. Speaker.
think the heckling has started within 30 secondssirfig in the
Assembly. | see the members opposite are still awdkey
should be; they were up speaking. It was the ofipaspoint
of the exchange. It's great to see the level obdem has —
well, it's just not great to see the level of deoar

It's an honour and a privilege to rise today asNHeA for
the beautiful Southern Lakes. | would like to exgsreny con-
tinued thanks to my constituents and my familytfogir ongo-
ing support and dedication. Also, it's my honourrige as a
minister responsible and responsible for two vefferent de-
partments.
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Having that perspective of being a Cabinet minigiethe
Government of Yukon means not only am | respondinieny
constituents, but indeed responsible to the tewyitbalso re-
cently had a unique experience to represent Caaida edu-
cation conference. As members are I'm sure awhegetis no
federal minister of education. Education is thepoesibility of
the provinces and territories and, when internatioaepresenta-
tion is called for, it falls on the shoulders ofreember of the
Council of Ministers of Education. That gave me pegspec-
tive of not only being responsible to my constitiserto the
territory, but also being responsible to all of Gda.

It's those experiences — and certainly it's not qua
among myself, but among all of my other colleagyeghat
help to influence our decisions and influence tluekathat we
do. It's that experience, that wisdom — if | maydmbold as
to put that word forward — that has been gainednyycol-
leagues that will help us to continue to guidetdretory on to
the path of prosperity that it has certainly beeaded.

| will note that these added responsibilities egresenting
the territory often put significant challenges anand with all
of the activities in my constituency — whether itisCarcross,
Tagish, Marsh Lake or soon to be Mount Lorne —dt’shal-
lenge to get to all these events with the additiahdies of
being a Cabinet minister.

| appreciate the optimistic comments coming frone th
Member for Mayo-Tatchun; he was starting to hitsame of
the highlights of what is happening in the tergtand | would
just like to share with the Assembly a very intéres experi-
ence that happened a couple of weeks ago.

| had the pleasure of being invited to the opemifig new
office and that is always exciting when a new besgis open-
ing up and starting up in the territory. In my pgoas career
with Dana Naye Ventures, | had the pleasure of imgrkvith
over a hundred different individuals in the creatiof their
business plans as they were starting their ownnlasi and |
have always enjoyed the excitement, exuberancdranadpti-
mism of entrepreneurs when they are starting amesiness.

| got talking to the young fellow that is the maangf this
office. It's a story that really exemplifies whagsing on in the
territory. This was a case of a Yukoner who hadegmnschool
here in the territory and then gone Outside for ungsersity
education, then, after university, got a job wittagge national
company. They have offices really across Canadaaa@dhf-
filiated with an international company. He reallyj&yed the
work and he excelled at it. He was identified agsiang star
within the company and offered advanced positidtight be-
fore he was about to take a promotion, he wenhahrasigned.
He said that he didn’t want to live in a major cerutside the
Yukon, that the quality of life in the territory wao great that
he wanted to move back to Whitehorse. So, hereanease of
a Yukon kid growing up, going to school, gettingeducation
and then going to work and then saying, you knovat®Hh.ife
in the Yukon is better than life here. He made tmiscious
decision. He put all of his stuff in the back sehtis car and
drove up the highway to make Whitehorse his honanadie
was that confident that there would be opportusitieere.

That's a great thing to see — that kind of confikerin the
territory.

The company he worked for wasn't letting him go &zs-
ily. They tracked him down and said, “What are wming?”
He said, “Well, I'm living in Whitehorse.” They ghi “Well,
how would you like to open up an office there?” Nawr.
Speaker, | certainly can’t take credit for thisienstory. The
government certainly can’t take credit for this ientstory.
There are a number of different people involvedhis, not
only this young man, but his parents, his familig teachers
and his company. They all play a huge role. Whencttmpany
said, “We'd like you to open an office for us,” thaas a vote
of support, not only for the individual involvedutbalso for
where the territory was going. Here was a compé&ay $aid,
“We have a belief in the Yukon that there is goingbe more
work out there — continued work in the future — amd'd
like you to open up an office, hire more peoplecehese we
have faith in this opportunity.”

Now, Mr. Speaker, that is an incredible vote offaence.
It was great to see this young man who had jushegeip an
office and had rented office space — great to Beecharacter-
istics of the office space, the high energy stadslasf the
building that he had rented. Now there are otheplgewho are
being attracted to the Yukon because of the oppilies that
are here, because of the potential for being ireain interest-
ing and satisfying projects, and also because efgtmlity of
life that we enjoy here — the tremendous accesgdreation
facilities, education facilities, cultural faciks, clean air and
clean water. Indeed, | don’t have to be a chamfwotiving in
the Yukon to anyone here. We are all in love wiité territory,
but it's great to see others who are so excitediaboming to
the territory and seeking their opportunities here.

At the open house that was held, | had an oppdytdai
talk to one of the directors of the company. He kgasn more
national issues. He was one of the people behimdékision to
open up the office and support the individual hésaid to him
point blank: “Why did you decide to open up an a#fin the
territory?”

He let me know that they used to have an officthenter-
ritory back in the 1980s, but unfortunately, beeaoan eco-
nomic decline and a lack of work, they were fortedcut that
back, so they had to close their office, but he vesdly proud
to see people coming back here. Again, another ebt®nfi-
dence for the direction the territory is going. Wiscussed
some of the opportunities and some of the diffepojects.
They were very excited about looking forward thriougore of
the capital plan of government and looking at safe pro-
jects that have been identified. I'm sure they# looking at
the five-year capital plan and seeing the projéuts are laid
out and forecasted before us. They weren't justifapat gov-
ernment work. They were also very excited abouustdal
work, about work with some of the responsible minaompa-
nies that are looking at doing business in theittey: They
were encouraged to do work with First Nations, \ukeit was
on water purification systems or road projects odde pro-
jects. They were very excited about the opportesithat were
before them.
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We also talked about some of the benefits of baerg in
the territory. One of the key points that came wgswhe high
level of connectivity and that they could have ormelvideo
chats from office to office. With the degree of aircess that
we have here in Whitehorse — that people couldeeittavel
to or from here, if they had specific experiencegxpertise to
share. So they were very excited about buildingr tkieowl-
edge base here in Whitehorse and using that toosugiffer-
ent ventures throughout Canada and indeed throtugteu
world.

| share this example because it’s really in shamrast to
some of the perspectives we’'ve heard from soménefother
Members of the Legislative Assembly who aren't, dnd
think, really appreciating the benefits, the opsimj the sense
of hope and sense of future that really existstoete among
Yukoners and those people that are wanting to becdukon-
ers.

Indeed, we're seeing a resurgence of economic igctiv
We're seeing an increase in population. We're gpein in-
crease in participation in employment. We're seagjmywth in
our communities — it's not just Whitehorse, buteed around
the territory.

Yes, we're faced with different issues or differgmbb-
lems than we were a couple of years ago. When msetéiok
office, people would often refer to the U-Haul eopty, and
we weren’'t having the issue of needing more housirtat
issue has been addressed, and now we have differesd on
which we have to focus our attention.

Mr. Speaker, with the experience and wisdom gaimiti
the Yukon Party, | think that they are in a verpdgosition to
address many of the emerging issues that will leindathe
territory. We are certainly taking steps to addrées issues
regarding housing. One only has to take a lookatbudget to
see the amount for lot development, which is thirees that of
what it has been in previous budgets. That's a lshife

We are also seeing the benefits of the relationisaipreen
the Government of Yukon and the City of Whitehorseplan
development with the launch of the Ingram subdirisiSome
of the lots that were up for sale this past faNéndeen sold,
which will see people building these new homeshim ¢oming
year. Also there is the development in the comiegryand the
development of the Whistle Bend subdivision. Thit be a
huge development for the territory, for Whitehonseparticu-
lar, and we will have to manage those issues oftirol would
suggest that those are good problems to have —migtitc
problems to have — and | look forward to being pafrthe
solution addressing those.

We're also seeing growth in other communities. \We'r
certainly working with those communities to addressne of
their infrastructure needs, whether it's accespdiable water,
whether it's sewage disposal, whether it's solidstgaman-
agement, whether it's access to building lots —lthdget is
filled with examples where the Government of Yuksnvork-
ing with other orders of government to addressetigsues of
growth.

I'll just touch on the issue of solid-waste managetrfor a
moment because that’'s one for which the governinastbeen

very responsive. When we took office, there waskwart into

the solid-waste strategy. We went to work in a nemdf dif-

ferent communities. Those include, in my particutating,

Carcross, Tagish and Marsh Lake, where we havedainaa
the policy of burning garbage and instead haveegsed op-
portunities for recycling, for reusing, and theansfer of the
solid waste to the facility here in Whitehorse.

Also, we have put in place attendants at theséditfasito
increase the suitable disposal of material to enshat people
are disposing of their materials in a more appaiprimanner
than they were in past years. Part of this is avedge and
awareness issue: people becoming more aware afahgers
of inappropriately disposing of some materials arzhange of
practice. This is an excellent example of how gosernment
has really responded very quickly to address theges.

There are a number of different opportunities thatare
seeing in this budget for the beautiful Southerkdsa Southern
Lakes includes the communities of Carcross, Tag\arsh
Lake, the Atlin Road and M'Clintock Valley Road. ik a
community of tremendous diversity.

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

Hon. Mr. Rouble: The member for beautiful Kluane
wants to know how many glaciers we have and | thinait's an
exercise worth conducting. If the member has aeg fime this
coming fall maybe he could participate in a studyidentify
the glaciers in the southwest Yukon. | think hasHKing for-
ward to that one. He just said, “Count me in,” sssliput him
on the list of glacier counters for next fall.

Now, some of the other initiatives going on in 8wuthern
Lakes include building upon the work that we've dan the
issues of potable water. Members only have to |tmkast
spring to see the opening of the new water treatfaeility in
Marsh Lake. | can tell members that it has beeremeéndous
new asset to the community that we now have a sesouarce
of potable water for one of the largest communiinethe terri-
tory.

There is still work being done on that one to pdevaddi-
tional support or access for bulk water haulersatill cer-
tainly help those people who use water deliverythea area.
That is an issue with increased hauling costs,sactte potable
water — especially access to trucked water hasrbeceery
expensive. I've heard other members lament abocgsscto
potable water. | would also encourage them to hhe# con-
stituents look at the rural well program, whichais excellent
vehicle for assisting people to put in a well aitlown home. |
know many of my constituents have benefited froia ¥ukon
Party program and have put in their own wells tmiglate the
need for either personal water hauling or for comuiaé water
hauling.

Some of the other initiatives include continuatiointhe
Carcross waterfront project. Members will realihe tremen-
dous amount of work that has gone on in Carcrossdent
years. This has been a real success story. Wellesrework-
ing with the community to identify priorities andentify pro-
jects to put some polish on Carcross.

I know local photographers are going around docuimgn
the changes because they're so amazed at the chidragdnave
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happened in the community since the Yukon Partybess in
power; whether it's the replacement of the walldbe, or the
beach viewing platform, the realignment of the amte roads,
the work with the First Nation on the carving shedthe work
with the First Nation on the daycare. There hasi\leeemen-
dous amount of activity going on in Carcross, anis ireally

becoming a very vibrant and exciting spot. We haiso

worked with White Pass by encouraging them and iy

them in their move to bring rail service back te tommunity;
it has really been exciting to see the blossominp@® commu-
nity. Some of the projects there also include tbatbdaunch
and dock facility. | am sure people have seen the fiVel-

come” sign and the entrance landscaping — perhapghe

landscaping because that would be covered with saothis

time of year — so | will put out an invitation tdl ¢he mem-
bers for next summer to make sure that they maké&op in

Carcross to see some of the additional enhancements

Additional visitor infrastructure has been put iage with
the CSIF funds. That has included road upgraddsisaloop,
additional parking, flood mitigation work and a ipagy to the
footbridge. Clearly, Mr. Speaker, we've seen issireshe
community in the past with the buses stopping & ¢bmmu-
nity — all a bit of confusion as to where peopleodd or
should not drive. This is an excellent exampleistehing to
the community, working with them, and my hat hagacooff to
all of the volunteers in the community, whethehas been the
South Klondike Local Advisory Council, people witfe First
Nation or others who have worked with the Commuiggr-
vices department in order to put many of theseeptsjin
place. | would also really like to thank the engire within
Community Services for the work that they have done

Also, | would like to touch on th&S Tutshimemorial.
People will recall that this has been a situatioiCarcross for
many years, a situation that has often been ignbyecthany.
We as a government really rolled up our sleevesveert to
work with the community on addressing this one &de
started to turn this into what will be a very attree attraction
in the community. So that is certainly turning ayaéve into a
positive. That is another project | am very happgéee. That is
in addition to the visitor washrooms and the gatewavilion.
Again, this is working with the community to meeinse of the
needs of visitors who come into the territory.Hosld be noted
that there are more people who go to the Carcrisito¥ Re-
ception Centre than any other visitor receptiontreeim the
territory. Really, it is a very welcoming place anbviously
one of the necessities in welcoming guests intactmemunity.
It is a place for them to find appropriate relief.

No one likes to talk about sludge drying beds fwage
lagoons, but they are certainly a necessity, andk vgoongoing
with this to put in place the water licence andatiiress the
sewage needs in that community. Again, there igrottater
system work going on. There is work being done tanland-
scaping in the commercial area, work in the stagireg, water
upgrades, utility relocation, the entrance and saa@ing sign-
age, the shore cleanup and the dock constructien tdurist
pullout, and also the carving facility that's opechby the Car-
cross-Tagish First Nation.

It's great to see some of the work that's goingiroiCar-
cross. That works extends throughout the beauS8tlithern
Lakes too, with work scheduled for this summer loa Atlin
Road. That's in excess of $4 million. Additionallthere’s
work for the Southern Lakes forest resource managéemian.
There are items identified in the budget for thetgr station
upgrades in Carcross. There are funds in the budgatified
for the Swan Haven erosion mitigation program. Athere are
additional water system upgrades and water tredtissoes
throughout the riding, including addressing thai¢ssof arse-
nic. It's great to see that the Government of Yukoiooking
after the needs of the people in the Southern Lakes

Also, | should touch on some of the work that haerb
done recently with the volunteer fire departmefitsere has
been work done to ensure that not only do they lla@eppro-
priate facilities but also the appropriate toolgeally would
like to put out a vote of thanks to those folks foe tremen-
dous commitment that they make in our community.

Now, | also have the role of being the ministepssible
for both Education and Energy, Mines and Resourltdsas
been an exciting year working on both of thesefplos. It
has been very interesting to see how they complemach
other. It could be said that part of the role otieation is to
help prepare Yukoners for Yukon opportunities. Tbke of
Energy, Mines and Resources is to help preparerappties
for Yukoners. So, it has been great to see thgestgf syner-
gies, if you will. 1 will have, | expect, throughbthe budget
debate, a tremendous opportunity to go through sofrthe
specific initiatives in both the Department of Edtion and the
Department of Energy, Mines and Resources.

Motion to adjourn debate

Hon. Mr. Rouble: | would like to hit on a few high-
lights, but seeing the time now, | move that delmatesecond
reading of Bill No. 24 be now adjourned.

Speaker: It has been moved by the Minister of Educa-
tion that debate on second reading of Bill No. 24now ad-
journed.

Motion to adjourn debate on second reading of Bidl. 24
agreed to

Hon. Ms. Taylor:
do now adjourn.

Speaker: It has been moved by the Government House
Leader that the House do now adjourn.

Motion agreed to

Mr. Speaker, | move that the House

Speaker: This House stands adjourned until 1:00 p.m.
tomorrow.

The House adjourned at 5:28 p.m.



