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Yukon Legislative Assembly
Whitehorse, Yukon
Wednesday, February 9, 2011 — 1:00 p.m.

Speaker: | will now call the House to order. We will
proceed at this time with prayers.

Prayers

DAILY ROUTINE

Speaker:  We will proceed at this time with the Order
Paper.

Tributes.

Introduction of visitors.

Returns or documents for tabling.

TABLING RETURNS AND DOCUMENTS

Mr. Elias:
sent to me by the Minister of Community Servicegarding
the Old Crow drinking water well for tabling.

Speaker:
Are there any reports of committees?
Are there any petitions?

Are there any bills to be introduced?
Are there any notices of motion?

NOTICES OF MOTION

Mr. Mitchell: | give notice today of the following
motion:

QUESTION PERIOD

Question re:  Auditor General addressing the As-
sembly
Mr. Mitchell: We asked the Premier three times yes-

terday about his refusal to allow the Auditor Gehéo present
her findings in this House. He wasn’t able to jiystiis actions
then and he isn't able to now.

In the past, the Auditor General has provided kesight
into this government’s operations. She has scrgadhits fail-
ure to complete capital projects in a timely andteffective
manner, to graduate rural and aboriginal studené&eeptable
rates, and to appropriately invest Yukoners’ moimeyehicles
permitted by thé-inancial Administration Act instead of in the
Premier's asset-backed commercial paper, which diase
been greatly devalued. Surely the Auditor General&ghts
into the Department of Health and Social Servidss deserve

| have a letter dated December 17, 2010!0 be presented publicly in this House, but theriee refuses.

Why isn’t it a priority to bring these importanindings
forward in this Legislative Assembly?
Hon. Mr. Fentie: Mr. Speaker, actually it is a priority,

Are there any further documents for tab“ng’) but | think the leader of the Liberals has somelmst his way.

Let me reference the Standing Order 45(3) thatisadly the
very important instrument that we are discussingspant to
Standing Order 45(3) — the Standing Committee obliPu
Accounts, PAC, — is responsible — | reference amgleasise
responsible — for reviewing the public accounts,ahis is the
salient point, all reports of the Auditor GeneraMukon. This
committee is usually chaired by the Leader of tlifcial Op-

position. Why won't the Liberal leader do his jofdasit down

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon to re before the Auditor General and review said report?

visit and reconsider the Northern City Supportiveusking
Coalition’s proposal for a Whitehorse housing coempthat
would comprise 20 self-contained, safe and affdedahits, as
well as on-site services to support healthy liviimglight of the
coalition’s recently completed detailed businessnplso that
the government may:

(1) be assured of the merit of the plan, which degel-
oped through extensive consultation with stakelrslded over
1,250 hours of volunteer work;

(2) work collaboratively with the coalition to adwee the
project, including securing financial support; and

(3) make an immediate and substantive contributioad-
dressing homelessness in the Yukon.

Mr. Cardiff: I give notice of the following motion:

THAT this House urges the Yukon government to resipo
positively to the business plan of the Northerny&tipportive
Housing Coalition through collaboration between Depart-
ment of Health and Social Services and the Yukomdim
Corporation to secure funding to implement the plan

Speaker:  Are there any further notices of motion?
Is there a statement by a minister?
Hearing none, that brings us to Question Period.

Mr. Mitchell: Well, Mr. Speaker, the Premier wants
to throw the fat in the fire, so let's have atNbw we know full
well that it was moved by the Third Party that wewwd ad-
journ this House to do just that and the Premi@wshfull well
if he is speaking to any of his colleagues thatywee on this
side of the House wanted to do just that. So tleenir needs
to ask himself if he should look to his left orhis right or be-
hind him to find out why we are not proceeding.

The Department of Health and Social Services’ dpera
affect all Yukoners, whether it's through accessdtitors,
healthy living initiatives, social assistance bésebr other
programming. These activities will require almo278 million
this year, one-quarter of the territory’s overaldget. It's im-
portant that Yukoners learn which programs are delaliv-
ered in a cost-effective manner and where theresnr for
improvement.

Doesn't the Premier think Yukoners should heat-fiiand
and from the Auditor General in this House aboig timpor-
tant department’s performance?

Hon. Mr. Fentie: The last time the Liberal leader took
this approach with respect to the Public Accountsn@ittee,
the Liberal leader was forced to stand before thkovi public
and apologize for his actions. The Liberal leadee, chair of
the Public Accounts Committee, is shirking his ddie Pub-
lic Accounts Committee and the chair have a respditg to
receive all reports of the Auditor General.
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Let me make another point: why is it then that, milee
Auditor General presented the Yukon Housing Corama
report to the Public Accounts Committee, the Libérader did
not call for, in such a grandstanding manner, theitr Gen-
eral to appear before the House?

February 9, 2011
Question re:  Auditor General addressing the
Assembly
Mr. Mitchell: It's a new question, but let's go back

to the same subject.
The Premier is trying to imply that all we had to @as

When the Public Accounts Committee addressed and r@sk and it would have happened. We did ask; it 'hdwp-

ceived the report from the Auditor General withpes to pub-
lic schools and advanced education here in Yukos Liberal
leader did not cry to the mountains that the Aud{Beneral
should appear before this House. When the Publicoats
Committee received the report from the AG on CanAfitater
Games, the Liberal leader did not even make a peept the
AG appearing before this House. Of course, the neesb
much-vaunted asset-backed paper issue and opiniotihat—
report was presented to the Public Accounts Coremitt—
there was not one suggestion from the Liberal ledoethe
AG to appear before the House.

Mr. Mitchell: Mr. Speaker, the Premier knows full
well that it was in the media that there have bpkms for
months to hold public hearings on the™1®ith the Auditor
General present as a witness. Those are the fHuotse have
been plans in place to do that. Those plans hhé tthanged or
altered or modified in order to accommodate théyesitting.
There was an opportunity to do that. The Premiestrknow
that, as chair of PAC, | did write to all membdréeard back
from two members, saying this is what they wantedd ahead
and do. It took two letters to even hear a peemftbe gov-
ernment side. The Premier can stand on the Stai@tiders all
he wants. The Premier is the Premier of this tayritHe com-
mands a majority in this House. If he felt it wasthe public
interest, it would be happening. He clearly doesvént it to
happen.

Again, why doesn’'t the Premier believe it's in thablic
interest for Yukoners to know how well their goverent func-
tions by hearing from the Auditor General in thissembly
when she will be here?

Hon. Mr. Fentie: Mr. Speaker, | think that's the whole
point. The Yukon Party government does place atgrearity
on the public interest, and that is why the Yukerdoing so
well these days — it's that commitment to that ptjo

Secondly, the Liberal leader is making the casa/loynwe
are suggesting that the Liberal leader is running hiding
from his responsibility as chair of the Public Aaots Com-
mittee. The date was set. The Auditor General iiviag to
present the report to the Public Accounts Committ¥bat’s
the member — the Liberal leader — afraid of? Afraidvill
not fit the member's attempts here to suggest & Yhakon
public that there is some other way to conductrimss? Where
does the member even get the idea that anybodyisrHbuse
can dictate to the Auditor General what to do atitwnot to
do?

pened. It's clear the Auditor General of Canada hed staff
have spent the past 12 months auditing the Depattrof
Health and Social Services, a department that dsegifully
25 percent of the budget on an annual basis, t¢to$270 mil-
lion this year. What are we doing next week? Irt tleay time
slot, we will be adjourning or recessing debatdtenbudget in
order to receive the chair of the Yukon HospitalrfiZwation
and the CEO of that corporation — both very worthevkexer-
cises that we should do at some point during titiimg. Why
couldn’t we do that later and hear from the Audi@eneral
next week, while she’s here?

Hon. Mr. Fentie: | really don't think the Liberal
leader has an idea of exactly what he’s talkinguabbhe date
has been set. The chair has a responsibility nosittdown
with the Auditor General, along with all memberstod Public
Accounts Committee, and receive the report. Thetdd. iberal
leader’s responsibility.

Why is the Liberal leader trying to fob that resgitility
off on this Assembly, by making these wild suggesdithat I,
the Premier, or any member of this House, can tdidia the
Auditor General what the Office of the Auditor Gealedoes or
does not do?

Does the member not understand what the functicheof
Auditor General's office is all about? How can thiberal
leader suggest to Yukoners — and this is a matieutatrust
— that they have any capacity to lead this teryitbthey don't
even understand what the function of the Auditom&al’s
office is? | don't think Yukoners will trust the lhérals. That is
one simple thing.

What about the responsibility and the obligatiohsead-
ing the territory? There is a lot more to it tham@y being the
chair of the Public Accounts Committee.

Mr. Mitchell: There is a lot more than being the Chair
of the Public Accounts Committee in leading theitery and
that's why we’re saying that a Liberal governmerduid not
shirk or avoid hearing a report from the Auditorn®eal, no
matter what it contained. If the Premier wanteghow leader-
ship, he could make that happen. He could do it geickly.

Now as far as following the Standing Orders, werthésst
year from the now Independent/Yukon Party membaemhe
gained his independence from this Premier, thatRtemier
had given direct instructions to his caucus to mgdhiere and
blow up PAC. That was how the Premier viewed it 6-ig
there and blow up PAC. We understand that thatavegphe-
mism, because the member couldn’t actually usenwels in

Mr. Speaker, that comes from legal instruments -e- ththis House.

Yukon Act, theFinancial Administration Act, and so on.

The Liberal leader has lost his way, running on gmp
There are no excuses here. Convene the Public Atsou
Committee. Do your job.

So, again for the Premier, the original plan weat thve
would receive the report this week. | believe iswamorrow.

PAC would have worked over the weekend and held-hea

ings next week. We can still do it. Will the Premémdorse it?
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Hon. Mr. Fentie: Of course. They can still do it.
That's the whole point of the Public Accounts Cortted and
its function. | would remind the Liberal leader tilthere are
more hours of a day than 1:00 to 5:30 in the aftemnwhen
we’re in this House. So, | think it’s up to the ohaf the Public
Accounts Committee to ensure that the Auditor Ganeill be
able to present the report to the committee thatthe respon-
sibility to receive that report. Furthermore, thdyoindividual |
can recall, ever in the history of the Public AcatsuCommit-
tee, who shirked their duty and actually quit whas tiberal
leader.

Mr. Mitchell: Well, the only individual | can remem-
ber in the history of Yukon who was cited by thedkar Gen-
eral for failing to follow theFinancial Administration Act was
this Premier. That's another first. But then, wendi get to
hold hearings into that matter, did we? Now, thetdaof the
matter are this: the Auditor General will be heextnwveek. It's
not this side that said that there weren’t enougbrs in the
day to plan and hold hearings.

Does the Premier now say that it's his positiort fRAC
should meet next week and hold public hearings taat we
recess this House for one day to accommodate Yest®r no?

Hon. Mr. Fentie:
PAC meets. That is the responsibility of the chand the
members of the committee. What the government's siccay-
ing is, “Meet and do your job.”

Now, | heard off-microphone from the Member for Khe
that the government’s side believes that it ist'filne Auditor
General’s opinion”. Let me reference some pointsl, bquote:
“These financial statements are the responsibiftghe gov-
ernment. My responsibility is to express an opihien salient
point — “on these financial statements based onaugit.”
You know who wrote that and put their name to itie Rudi-
tor General of Canada.

It goes on to say, “In my opinion, these consokdafi-
nancial statements present fairly, in all materedpects, the
financial position of the government as of March 3010.”
You know who wrote that and put their name to itie Rudi-
tor General of Canada.

It goes on to say, “Further in my opinion, the sactions
of the government of those organizations listed Note
2(a)...”, and on and on and on. You know who wrot,tMr.
Speaker? The Auditor General of Canada and shegsutame
to it.

Question re:  Social housing
Ms. Hanson: Yes, Mr. Speaker. Take it down a
notch, | think.

In 2009, the Northern City Supportive Housing —

Speaker’s statement

Speaker:
within our Standing Orders for a member to makemment
on a previous question, so please do not do that. have the
floor, please.

Ms. Hanson: Excuse me, Mr. Speaker.

| don't have a position on when

In 2009, the Northern City Supportive Housing Coat,
a group of eight non-profit community organizatiopsoduced
an extensive business plan for a proposal to faelkée the cri-
sis for the hard-to-house in Whitehorse. The doalié objec-
tives are to provide the homeless population indbentown
core with safe, affordable housing with programmiogllevi-
ate the adverse effects of mental illness and anbstabuse.
This group has really taken on the government’$gssed ap-
proach of social inclusion and applied it with casgion and
practicality.

The Yukon Housing Corporation has had this business

plan for over a year, and the deadline for accgsia needed
federal funding is fast approaching. What is thekdfu Hous-
ing Corporation’s response to the coalition’s preg@

Hon. Mr. Kenyon: We do anxiously await that re-
sponse. My information is that the information thets submit-
ted to the Housing Corporation at the time was égaete and
they were asked for a much more detailed businkss fve
not been informed that such a plan has ever beesepted
back to the board so they anxiously await it, aglae

Ms. Hanson: The northern coalition has worked on
and presented their third business plan. This itheea new
idea nor one that hasn't been tried in other jucisahs. Hous-
ing First models have been implemented elsewhedehane
proven extremely successful.

The Northern City Supportive Housing Coalition i®{p
posing a concrete solution to the complex problénms gov-
ernment faces with the hard-to-house. The redudtioemer-
gency room use, ambulance calls, RCMP and courdhigy
ment alone will have a very positive effect on cawer-
expanding budgets in Justice and Health and S&aalices.
More importantly, this idea increases the potenfial these
people to become productive and self-supporting bega of
Yukon society.

If this new facility is not going to happen duethis gov-
ernment’s lack of political will, we are aware aiaher pro-
posal that is still waiting to be acted upon. Is #hlexander
Street Residence being considered for such a pathos

Hon. Mr. Kenyon: All good points from the member
opposite and good points that probably should hegnated
into a business plan. Again, my information is thatas not
been finalized with the corporation. | would sudgdst the
member opposite again review the structure — théoxu
Housing Corporation Board of Directors is the ohat tmakes
the decision; it is not a political decision, ahdtts only rightly
so with a Crown corporation.

My information is that the project has been temntyi ap-
proved — pending submission of further documentatmthe
board. This has not happened.

In terms of Alexander Street, I'm not prepared tarts

Order please. Please, sit down. It is notmoving people out of there until they have a placgo, which

I'm told will be in the next couple months. At thane, we
will have somebody in there to evaluate the buddamnd see
what needs to be done to bring it up to code, toitpimto a
more serviceable condition if, in fact, a more s=Fable condi-
tion is attainable. Everyone has a great idea foatvwo do with
the building — again, we would like to deal witlaligy.
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Ms. Hanson:
to be some concrete plans developed for the AlexaStreet
Residence. You know, this government is fond ddite about
collaboration between the various government departs and
agency, and we agree that's a really good idea.

Social inclusion certainly demands that at leagt dke-
partments of Health and Social Services, Justidac&tion and
the Yukon Housing Corporation work together coopeety
and collaboratively to address the needs of thd-tehouse.
You know, a housing dilemma is facing nearly twaelo peo-
ple who are being evicted from their hotel at timel @f this
month. Many of them may end up living on the sti@ein the
bush.

Has the minister responsible for the Housing Caapon
met with his colleagues in this collaborative aguto to dis-
cuss how the government plans to respond to ths situa-
tion?

Hon. Mr. Kenyon:
ters and government departments are always disgussese
items. It's not something that sits out on the liofta tree and
is ignored by any means.

Again, for the member opposite, we anxiously avtiaé
Northern City Supportive Housing Coalition’s propbsand
business plan for due consideration by the Houslogpora-
tion. We look forward to their deliberations to dé¢his is a
good way to spend money or simply another good twayake
it sound good but really is not feasible. We havenake busi-
ness decisions. We are the caretakers of Yukomeosey —
the Yukon purse. Unlike especially the Liberal keadve are
not prepared to make snap decisions without godd dad
good information.

Question re: Rural domestic well program

Mr. Cathers:
provides low-cost loans, with security that thosenls will be
repaid — and has helped more than 140 familieslinatwell
for their homes. The Yukon government is not ablenake
this successful program available inside munidiipgits unless
it reaches an agreement with the municipal goventjrend
past attempts to do that in Whitehorse were natessful — in
part, clearly, because at one point, this was ritaity for the
city.

Last fall the Minister of Community Services indied
that officials from his department had met agaithwZity of
Whitehorse staff on this issue, but had not yehbmecessful
in resolving this issue with the city.

Will the minister please tell me whether there basn any
progress recently on this issue?

Hon. Mr. Lang:
been working with the city on this issue. Certaiitlys, as he
says, a municipal question and responsibility. \Wedpen to
dialogue with the city. The last time we met wilte tcity was
in the summer and we certainly haven't closed tberdn a
discussion, but there has not been an interesh@municipal
level to enter into this program. It is availablEhere is the
wherewithal to do it, but it hasn’t received a grdight from
the municipality itself.

I am happy to hear that there are going

Mr. Speaker, government minis-

Mr. Speaker, the rural well program

I've been told the department has

Mr. Cathers:
appreciate the fact that this does require botregouents to
be interested in it.

I know Community Services has made several efforts
the file and this issue hasn’t always been a gyidor the City
of Whitehorse or Association of Yukon Communitiébe ru-
ral well program has made a big difference to miystituents
who have used it and is one of many ways the govenh has
helped develop infrastructure so Yukon families énalean,
affordable drinking water. The Our Towns, Our Fatueview
consultation lists infrastructure as a priorityatission topic.

Has the issue of reaching an agreement to allowoieis
within municipalities to access the well progranefeut for-
ward by Community Services as part of this disarssind, if
not, is the consultation an opportunity for munatipesidents
who want to access the rural well program to exgthat de-
sire to Community Services and to their municipalit

Hon. Mr. Lang: Exactly — that is why we are out
doing that. So | recommend that for anybody who tass-
tions, if they missed the public meetings that weddhthere is
an available e-mail address where people can put¢bncerns
forward. If anybody has questions on the municipalas, |
recommend and | think it would be appropriate topwnicate
in that fashion, and certainly at that point we ldooe looking
at it.

Mr. Cathers: | appreciate the minister's answer. This
issue seems to have been discussed a number of itirribe
past by department and city staff and has not gathed a
resolution. Last year | had a productive meetinthvihite-
horse City Council and administration to discussside solu-
tions and | felt that some progress was made towandmon
ground. Sometimes elected representatives sittimgndo talk
directly can find common ground and solutions aralenfor-
ward issues that are otherwise stalled.

Would the minister be willing to sit down with regenta-
tives of Whitehorse City Council and have a pdiititevel
discussion aimed at coming up with possible sohgtichat
would allow people living in Whitehorse to accebe trural
well program — recognizing, of course, as the niériglluded,
the City of Whitehorse also has to be willing tor&ddhat dis-
cussion?

Would he be willing to have that political-levelsdus-
sion?

Hon. Mr. Lang: I have discussions with the City of
Whitehorse and all our municipalities on a regubasis. |
would recommend to the member opposite that he thds
communication in for the new municipal ideas theg¢ aut
there. “Our Towns, Our Future” is exactly what itwilt
around: getting input from concerned citizens dizens on
how our municipalities move forward.

It's one of the many issues. | am amazed that theici
palities don't take advantage of this program. &’good pro-
gram; it has been successful in all other areasawesponsible
for. To date, we have 105 projects that are firdshibere are
105 wells dug throughout the territory and we hégein pro-
gress.

| thank the minister for the answer and
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It has been a very successful program and | weddm-
mend all the municipalities to take a look at itl&®e how they
could become partners in this to make it work witthe mu-
nicipalities.

Question re:
accreditation

Mr. Fairclough: On October 4 of the fall sitting, we
encouraged this government to look at the possiloli estab-
lishing a comprehensive university in Yukon. Weeatbl ukon
College has grown to offer many programs over thary, but
feel it's time for the college to be given the oppaity to ex-
pand even further.

Canada currently has no university north of 60univer-
sity here in Yukon would enable more of our youthstudy
closer to home. Yukon would become even a brigh&acon
for secondary education for the Canadian Arctintihalready
is. Four months ago, the Minister of Education tofdthat he
was working toward the creation of a comprehensivigersity
in the Yukon. Could the Minister of Education irforYukon-
ers on the progress he has made since we last agkethis
guestion?

Hon. Mr. Rouble:
amount of progress on the issue of post-secondaugation
here in Yukon, in no small part by Yukon College.

Yukon College, university

It was this Assembly and these members here that a

proved the legislative changes necessary to giveN College
the degree-granting capacity that it now has. | seapleased to
see that all members of this Assembly voted unaustyoto

amend thérukon College Act, which empowered the college to

go in that direction. Since that time, we've seba tollege
start to flourish with the increase of additionaiversity-level

programs, whether it's a bachelor of social workgram, a
Master of Education program, or some of the tremasdvork
that they have been doing with the Research CerfitEexcel-

lence and having visiting professors coming inte térritory,

who are not only teaching courses here but doiegareh and
sharing that with others. Also, we have seen thmestraction of
two new Yukon College campuses in Pelly Crossing) Raw-

son City.

Those two facilities, which were made available guse
of the good investments of the Yukon Party govemmmare
going to have a lifetime of benefit and help citigenot only
here in Whitehorse, but throughout the territorieie are in-
credible things happening in education and the negroppo-
site should take pride in those.

Mr. Fairclough:
some of those courses here to the territory — tmhélor of
social work, for example.

We're talking about a comprehensive university hieréhe
territory. A university in the Yukon will not onliead to more
academic possibilities for Yukoners, but it wouldatly bene-
fit our economy as well.

There has been an incredible

| do, and | have been part of bringing

on costs, timelines and design for a comprehensneersity
in Yukon.”

Has the Minister of Education followed this advide"he
working with all these stakeholders toward this|go&ill he
highlight for us why he has not produced any oktheesults
yet?

Hon. Mr. Rouble: When we talk about results, we
just have to look at the ongoing offering from YukGollege
with increases in programming, such as the heridéageculture
certificate and the Northern Institute of Sociastize, which is
established in cooperation with the Departmentustide and
the programming that it is offering.

Yes, of course | am working with my other colleague
the other northern jurisdictions. Increasing theaunities for
post-secondary education in Canada’s north is itaporto
Nunavut, Northwest Territories and Yukon. We justvéa to
look at the enrolment at Yukon College, which weehaeen
increase by 15 percent between 2006 and 2010.

| am certainly proud of the work that Yukon Collegealo-
ing and that its board of governors is doing. |@artainly sup-
portive of the approaches that they are taking.omMg have to
look at the changes to théikon College Act, which we all
agreed to in this Assembly. It was great to seecthikctive
agreement on this important issue, with all membapporting
that legislation, putting forward those changesltow Yukon
Q:ollege to become a degree-granting institution.

Now looking at the work that Yukon College is doiisg
just tremendous. When we just look at this budged, will see
that there is over $30 million of funding for Yuk@ollege in
it. This is a strong endorsement of an excellest{gecondary
educational institution that all Yukoners shouldppeud of.

INTRODUCTION OF VISITORS

Hon. Mr. Fentie: Mr. Speaker, my apologies for the
interruption, but | would ask all members to joie i making
welcome the Chief of the Ta'an Kwéch’an First Nati€hief
Brenda Sam; the Deputy Chief of the Ta’an KwachFirst
Nation, Mr. Rick Martin; and Deputy Chief of the lewlin
Dun First Nation, Jessie Dawson. Welcome.

Applause

Question re: Multi-year capital plan

Mr. Mitchell: | have questions for the Minister of Fi-
nance on the long-term capital plan he tabled at gfathis
year’s budget. Given this government’s track rectelieving
that this government will actually adhere to thianpis yet an-
other fantasy. The editor of th&hitehorse Sar commented
earlier this week that the Premier’'s budget suffesen a “cri-
sis of credibility” and the same can be said of limeg-term
plan.

Contractors were told last year to gear up for @illion
construction project, the new F.H. Collins Secogdachool.
This year that project has been pushed back anttactors

Four months ago, we tabled Motion No. 1175, whichwho were preparing to bid are out of luck. It's mdikely the

urged this government “...to work with the Yukon’s iMeer
of Parliament and Senator, their federal Consareatiol-
leagues and in consultation with the Board of Ooecand the
President of Yukon College to seek federal fundorga study

Leafs will win the Stanley Cup than this governmeiit stick
to this long-term plan.

Given the changes from the one tabled just last, yelay
would anyone believe this year’s capital plan wél followed?
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Hon. Mr. Fentie: Now that we’re into sports analo-
gies, for Yukoners in general to buy into the Ldldeader’'s
view of the finances of Yukon, it would be moreelik that the
Liberal leader would hit a homerun with a toothpiakt of
Yankee Stadium.

The long-term capital plan before all members db th
House — the numbers are on paper. It is part ofbowlget. It
is an innovative way of presenting to the Yukon lylkespe-
cially the contracting community, what they canKdorward
to in the years ahead. By the way, most recengfgneies like
the Chamber of Commerce have taken a very positesg of
this type of planning — fiscal planning and constien plan-
ning for this territory. It has served us very welNhen you
consider the amount of infrastructure over the fase years
that the Yukon Party government has invested inparcbn the
ground in this territory, the Liberals have a lomgy to go —
when we compare those heady days of governmenivetrie
this territory that drove Yukoners out of the temry and had us
in a desperate situation and double-digit unempérymwith
virtually no private sector economy. That has dricaly
turned around because of how we’ve managed thadesand
strategically invested. Now, | know the member - tliberal
leader — does not believe in these numbers, Biuj’to him
to prove to Yukoners why.

Mr. Mitchell: Well, Mr. Speaker, when the Premier
tabled his first long-term plan last year he saidias the first
time it had even been done in Yukon. That was ieabr Both
the NDP government of Piers McDonald and the Libgoa-
ernment of Pat Duncan tabled these plans. It wasYtlikon
Party government that abandoned them for yearsomtes
down to credibility and trust. Yukoners no longeust this
government and this is another reason why: it t&aldag-term
plans, but then it fails to follow them. F.H. Caliwas to be in
the budget for this year, but now it's not.

In 2007, the Auditor General of Canada criticizdus t
government for its poor planning of capital progecthis is the
same Auditor General this government said shoutdappear
in this House next week. Why hasn't this governnfelibwed
the advice the Auditor General of Canada provided fears
ago and improved its capital project planning?

Hon. Mr. Fentie:
way to respond to the Liberal leader with the engpitycism is
to point out that if the member has a problem wlith budget
— and by the way, we have had significant numbénsublic
accounts presented to this House, duly auditecheyAuditor
General. Obviously the Liberal leader even puts tffas in
question. If the member has such an aversion aprblalem
accepting the hard work of government officials vwdomstruct
budgets, and the budget before us that's pres¢oti House
is no different, why doesn’t the Liberal leadertenihe Auditor
General and demand a forensic audit?

Secondly, the member has brought up this issueinf-b
ing the Auditor General before the House. Now thember
does not support the standing committee, the Példmounts
Committee. He quits and then when it's conveniexgngages
and when it's not convenient, he quits again. Mye&ker, he
doesn’t believe in other instruments that dictabev hthis As-

sembly — this institution — operates and indeed, ftinctions
of the Auditor General’s office. Maybe thkon Act might
help the member.

| refer the member to section 34(2). This is iredi rela-
tion to the issue of the Auditor General bringimything to the
Assembly. It says: “The Auditor General shall rdptr the
Legislative Assembly any matter falling within teeope of the
audit that, in his or her opinion, should be repdrto the
Assembly.” So instead of standing here wasting tiwrite the
Auditor General and ask her to appear.

Mr. Mitchell: Actually, Mr. Speaker, the last time
that the Auditor General of Canada did table aad@tounts on
the Yukon government’s finances, it proved thatytle@ded
2009-10 as a deficit, which we’ve been saying &hg, and
not the surplus predicted by this Premier.

The government has put forward a motion for debsttr
today that basically pats itself on the back faodurcing this
long-term capital plan.

It also urges contractors to review the documenthsy
can benefit from these “stable, predictable, losgrt govern-
ment investments”. We've already demonstrated thate
investments are neither stable nor predictable. tr@ctors
looking to bid on the new F.H. Collins Secondarjn&u have
learned that the hard way.

Here’s another example. Last year contractors tadeto
get ready for $15 million worth of land developmeiihat
number is now more than $40 million — a $25-millidiffer-
ence. It's about credibility and trust, and thissrggmment has
neither. Why can't this government produce a rédiabong-
term forecast and then stick to it?

Hon. Mr. Fentie: Mr. Speaker, really all that has been
demonstrated here is that the Liberals aren’'t adgdwice or
option for this territory and its future. That'sgtty clear, given
the Liberal leader doesn’t understand the functibthe Audi-
tor General’s office, and he doesn'’t believe in blelgets pre-
sented through all the effort during the coursarof fiscal year
by all departments, including the Department ofafice. He
doesn’t believe in the public accounts that areitaddand ta-
bled before this House. He doesn’t believe in thenemic
fortunes of this territory. Mr. Speaker, he doed®lieve in the

Well, Mr. Speaker, | guess the best very solid, environmental agenda of the Yukon Padyern-

ment, which is balanced, creating and promotingetigament,
but at the same time protecting Yukon’s pristin&dainess.
Mr. Speaker, he doesn’t even believe in the need fik-

oners to access the health care system and usagirgs ac-
count to meet those needs by spending down thatgsec-
count. The Liberal leader doesn't believe in a lgngolitary
thing that has put the Yukon Territory on the paihwo pros-
perity. Why would Yukoners trust their future toL#beral
leader and a Liberal Party that has that positibn® empty,
void, running on empty. The Liberals have got aglevay to

go.

Speaker:
elapsed.

Some Hon. Member:
Speaker.

The time for Question Period has now

On a question of privilege, Mr.
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QUESTION OF PRIVILEGE

Speaker:  The Hon. Member for Vuntut Gwitchin, on a
question of privilege.
Mr. Elias: | rise on a question of privilege. My ques-

tion of privilege arises from yesterday’s respobhgehe Minis-

ter of Community Services during Question Peridde Tinis-

ter implied that he has never received communindtiom me

regarding the Old Crow water well. My word meangreat

deal to me, Mr. Speaker. It is important to me thlhtpeople
can rely on my word. | feel that the Minister of r@munity

Services implied yesterday that my word cannot rosted,;

therefore, | had no choice, and found it very neagg to stand
on a question of privilege today to demonstrat¢ Wieat | said
yesterday in this House was in fact true, and tif@tdocument
| tabled earlier today proves that | have in famttscommuni-
cations to the Minister of Community Services reljyag the

water well in Old Crow.

My reputation as the MLA for my constituents in ¥en-
tut Gwitchin riding has been cast in some doube inister’'s
inaccurate comment has, and will continue to, udirected,
impinge on my ability to perform my duties both ide and
outside of this House.

For the record, in Question Period yesterday, d,sdive
asked for face-to-face meetings with this ministee; said,
‘No.’ I've sent emails and letters; he said, ‘NBve asked for
briefings about the Old Crow water well; he saNig.” Do you
know what this is? This is shameful for this Yuk®arty gov-
ernment to be playing politics with the drinking teain my
community of Old Crow.

“When is my constituency going to be able to seeup-
grading of the water well in Old Crow?”

In response, the Minister of Community Services sdill
correct the member opposite; | have never had argrita-
tion from that member opposite on the water wellCdd
Crow.”

| request an apology from the minister and thatise in
this House and correct the public record.

Speaker:
comment on this question of privilege?

Speaker’s statement
Speaker:

under advisement and report back to this HousenK au.
Now we will proceed to Orders of the Day.

ORDERS OF THE DAY
GOVERNMENT PRIVATE MEMBERS’ BUSINESS

MOTIONS OTHER THAN GOVERNMENT MOTIONS
Motion No. 1260

Clerk: Motion No. 1260, standing in the name of Mr.
Nordick.
Speaker: Itis moved by the Member for the Klondike

THAT this House urges the Yukon private sector ot
tors to review the Government of Yukon's multi-yezapital
plan contained in the 2011-12 budget that idergtifbapital

Does any other member wish to make a

priorities and their related expenditures over tiext four
years, including the three-year plan of core exjares con-
cerning information technology of $6.5 million ampital
building maintenance of $12 million, as well as ##2 million
for land development and minimum of $46 million foigh-
ways and airports in order to obtain maximum begdfir their
companies and employees through the certainty geoviby
the stable, predictable long-term government ingests in the
identified key sectors.

Mr. Nordick: It gives me great pleasure to speak to
this Yukon Party government’s multi-year capitaml

The multi-year capital plan identifies capital piies and
their related expenditures over the next four yedisat in-
cludes —

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

INTRODUCTION OF VISITORS

Mr. Mitchell: | am sorry to interrupt the member, but
I would just like all members of this House to issal hearty
welcome for Her Worship, the Mayor of the City ofhité-
horse, Bev Buckway.

Applause

Mr. Nordick: Once again, it gives me great pleasure
to speak to this government’s multi-year capitahnpl The
multi-year capital plan identifies capital priogei and their
related expenditures over the next four years. Twtides this
current budget year, plus three fiscal years toval

Although subject to revisions each year, the myédty
capital plan provides an overview of the Governmeiit
Yukon’s future capital expenditure priorities. Adramework
document, the multi-year capital plan highlights thulti-year
sustainable level of capital investment targetedheygovern-
ment.

Known priorities for future years are presented rose
three-year horizon with the identified net capitabet for each
fiscal year. The ongoing capital planning procedls provide
the government the opportunity to update the nydér capital
plan in response to changing and/or emerging piesrichang-
ing market conditions and sector capacity.

I know the Leader of the Official Opposition memisml

Hearing none, the Chair will take the issuethat during Question Period today. | understandtthe Liberal

government would not change because of opportsnitieis-
sues in the territory; they would just go on andcéothings
their way and their way only.

Mr. Speaker, we listen to Yukoners. The multi-yeapital
plan has to respond to changing and emerging prissues
and other factors that may require government tasiteits
capital expenditure plan.

Once again, | am pleased to speak about the manicimu
pal infrastructure, land development, transportatibuilding
and information technology investments that ardufea in
this government’s multi-year capital plan.

In 2009, the Yukon government met with all munidiipes
and First Nation governments and visited every camity to
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hear about Yukon’s infrastructure needs. These ingetre-
sulted in the Yukon infrastructure plan.

Projects identified in the Yukon infrastructure ok an-
nual capital plans include initiatives that willoprde important
infrastructure improvements and support economiowtr
throughout the territory. This planned investmdmbugh the
Building Canada fund will be of long-term benefit Yukon’s
economy.

In keeping with this collaborative approach, ths/ern-
ment has also struck a committee of senior officfabm key
departments to work with industry and other goveznts in
planning our capital projects in the Yukon. Theseetings of
the Department of Community Services, Highways Boblic

public works building. The Carmacks sewage treatnzerd
collection project will be completed with the repganent of
the existing mechanical facility for $2.4 million 2011-12. In
Watson Lake, there will be $3.2 million put towawndter,
waste-water assessment, engineering and the $teohstruc-
tion of upgrades for water and sewer lines. Contitbn of the
Dawson City sewage treatment project representesili$22
million of infrastructure investments for 2011-1%orze. In
Mayo, $200,000 will be spent on water and wasteswaew-
age upgrades. There is $500,000 for phase 2 o€#reross
water treatment system. Faro will see $200,000nater and
sewer replacement and there is also $100,000 tmesrgup-
grades to the Tagish water supply, pumphouse dhgdint

Works, the Yukon Housing Corporation, and the Yukonand $500,000 for the Marwell water and sewer upggaur-

Chamber of Commerce, the Yukon Contractors Associat
and others have resulted in an effective, long term
Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

INTRODUCTION OF VISITORS

Mr. Cardiff: Mr. Speaker, | would like all Members
of the Legislative Assembly to join me in welcomitig Grand
Chief of the Council of Yukon First Nations, Ruthabkie.

Applause

Mr. Nordick:
the Department of Community Services, Highways Baodblic
Works, the Yukon Housing Corporation, the Yukon @bar
of Commerce, the Yukon Contractors Association atiters
have resulted in effective, long-term capital piagnto maxi-
mize benefits to the territory. | felt that parggnawas worth
repeating, so the Liberal opposition members realat this
long-term capital plan was made in conjunction Witfkoners.

This multi-year approach will ensure that Yukorrgra-
structure needs are systematically addressed.slires that
local industry and local governments can betten @ad pre-
pare the labour force to complete this work. Evagybenefits,
Mr. Speaker. It's a new approach. It's an apprdhel's work-
ing and it's an approach that this government bhbug the
Yukon.

I'm going to now speak about just a few of the sneapi-
tal projects that are planned for the coming y&ar2011-12,
Building Canada municipal-type infrastructure pobgethat are
in the Department of Community Services’ budget ba tak-
ing place in virtually every Yukon community.

Let's start with Old Crow, Mr. Speaker. | know them-
ber for Vuntut Gwitchin will want to listen to thigery closely.
There will be $1 million to complete design andtstanstruc-
tion for upgrading its drinking water system. Thevél be
$500,000 to upgrade the solid-waste facility andexpect to
spend $1 million of the $2 million project to updeathe com-
munity’s water supply system. In Destruction Bayg £011-12
capital budget includes $250,000 for repairs to shaitary
collection system. In Haines Junction, there wal $400,000
spent for phase 2 of the water treatment project.

Teslin will benefit from $926,000 to resurface ammprove
drainage of roads. In Ross River, 2011-12 capitaéstments
will include $3 million to engineer, design and stmct a new

wash Landing will receive $150,000 for road impnoents, as
well as $250,000 for engineered, design and fiesges con-
struction to expand geothermal heat to public ngd in that
community.

There will be $185,000 for design for the futurenstouc-
tion of a water treatment plant and well to serke Deep
Creek and Horse Creek communities. It is also e@@2011-12
capital budget for Community Services.

These are all important projects, but that is flotUnder
the municipal infrastructure investment fund, ths/ernment,

Mr. Speaker, these meetings betweenn the 2011-12 capital budget, also includes $4 5@8on to

complete the construction of the Champagne andilfiisoul-
tural centre. Through the Canadian strategic ibfnature
fund, $1.5 million will complete the $22-million Kamlin Dun
cultural centre; $4.827 million will be dedicateal ¢dontinuing
to improve and beautify our Whitehorse waterframig $1.037
million will do the same for the Carcross waterfrofihese
First Nation projects and waterfront improvemennts rzot only
an investment in our infrastructure, they are gseserving
local First Nation cultures and will help contribub increased
tourism and local enjoyment for many years to cohwnnot
continue to talk about Community Services’ capitaidget
without also addressing our land development ptsjec

The 2011-12 capital budget features $41.8 millidin-a
cated to land development throughout the Yukon witliew to
having 434 new lots on the market in the next 1@ ths

I've talked a lot about capital investments ledtbg De-
partment of Community Services, but now I'd likealso ad-
dress the $46.6 million in transportation infrastwe, the
$37.451 million for building assets and $10.873lioml for
information technology assets, which are led by Erepart-
ment of Highways and Public Works. More specifigathis
capital plan includes investments of over $42 wnillin high-
way construction over the next four years, inclgdi$il4.25
million in 2011-12.

These funds will meet our continued commitmenthe t
reconstruction of the Campbell Highway, a critiiak for so
many of Yukon’s mining initiatives, and will provedsignifi-
cant improvements to the Atlin Road between kilomédt and
41. The capital plan also includes $32.5 millionirofestment
in highway rehabilitation, with over $15 million ofvork
planned for the 2011-12 year.
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These funds will support the Shakwak permafrosabéh
tation project, as well as numerous resurfacing @rdert re-
placement projects.

This government has carried out a significant progiof
bridge repair and replacement over the past fivars/ewhich
has seen major improvements for the Donjek Rivitger, the
Duke River bridge, Slims River bridge, the LewesveRi
bridge, the Pelly River bridge and the Nordenski®liver
bridge.

The 2011-12 capital plan includes $2.3 million foe re-
placement of the Morley River bridge deck — appnuadely
40 kilometres south of Teslin — and $1.7 milliom fgpgrades
to the Flat Creek bridge on the Klondike Highway.

A total of $40,000 will be spent on the turn-buttmhting
that will allow the Boeing 737 and larger aircrafferations to
land in Dawson and Old Crow. Additional lightindaals the
new buttons to be used properly in poor visibidityd at night.

Burwash Landing aerodrome will receive an EK35 appl

cation to bind the runway surface, reducing maiabee costs.
EK35 reduces dust that can negatively affect ressdend can
have adverse effects on aircraft engines. This $2@0invest-
ment will benefit all aircraft operators, includitige medevac
carriers.

The new air terminal building in Faro is schedutedbe
completed. $400,000 will be invested in buildingeplacement
to facilitate increased air activity expected thésar associated
with resource development. This will provide woid flocal
contractors.

Additional work on the Erik Nielsen Whitehorse Ima-
tional Airport will continue throughout the nextsfial year.
$100,000 will be invested in improvements to therent pas-
senger bridge. A new passenger bridge is expectdzktin-
stalled at the Whitehorse airport in the 2012-%84dl year at a
cost of $1 million. The new bridge will facilitatecreased pas-
senger volumes, as well as increase the safetyaeélters. In
order to prepare for the new bridge, $500,000 bellspent on
the north apron this fiscal year to provide appiatprspace for
the new passenger bridge and aircraft parking.

Continued improvements to Otter Road will improve a
port accessibility and air carrier operations. Thil include a
total investment of $213,000 that will provide wdide local
contractors. We are investing almost $11 milliomniformation
technology across the government in 2010-11 foware,
network equipment and computer applications thppett the
many programs and services delivered by governmidrdse
investments support a vibrant Yukon IT sector tiglogobs
and contracting opportunities.

This government has also established a core funel@e
to manage the building maintenance program, coatéihby
the Property Management division of the Departnaéritigh-
ways and Public Works.

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

INTRODUCTION OF VISITORS

Hon. Mr. Lang: I'd like to introduce Sue Staffen, the

Speaker’s wife.
Applause

Mr. Nordick: It's almost overwhelming to see that
many Yukoners in the gallery today to listen to thetion de-
bate on our five-year capital plan.

The 2011-12 budget includes investments of $12lHomi
in building maintenance and an additional $12 wnillis identi-
fied for each of the following years in the capipdn. These
investments are critical to procuring and manadiagjlities
that will provide affordable, comfortable and apmiate ac-
commodations for government and publicly fundednagess,
programs, and activities to help them meet theieatves.

The plan also identifies $25 million in new builgiassets
for 2011-12, including the new Correctional CeritréVhite-
horse, which is slated for completion at the en@@if2, and a
new secure assessment centre.

The first phase of construction for the replacenodrit.H.
Collins Secondary School is part of the plan, asg kvest-
ments in housing are also included, such as thetehise
Abbeyfield and Takhini duplexes.

Looking beyond the 2011-12 fiscal year, major cgit-
vestments led by Highways and Public Works willlirie for
transportation infrastructure in 2012-13, $42 miili in 2013-
14, $21 million; in 2014-15, $22 million. For infoation tech-
nology in 2012-13, $6.5 million; in 2013-14, $6.5llion; in
2014-15, $6.5 million. For building assets in 2A1R-$41 mil-
lion; in 2013-14, $20 million; in 2014-15, $15 nolh.

Planned capital investments led by Community Servic
will include for municipal infrastructure in 20131%$54 mil-
lion; in 2013-14, $27 million; in 2014-15, $17 nwih. For land
development in 2012-13, $39 million; in 2013-141%4illion;
in 2014-15, $7 million.

In conclusion, while | have listed many projectdayp that
represent this government’s impressive capital sStment and
its important impact on our economy, | feel someghéqually
important to note is that these investments go héysmple
economics. These projects create opportunitiesuttal bocal
capacity in our First Nation and municipal govermtseand in
our citizens — capacity to plan and manage capitajects,
capacity for Yukon workers to gain valuable exmertand in-
crease the local number of tradespersons, cadacitycreased
tourism and capacity to access our valuable natesalurces.

By providing a five-year capital plan, this goverem is
able to work collectively with Yukon private sectowntractors
to ensure Yukon’s economy remains vibrant and gtthrough
these predictable, long-term government investmeiitss
infrastructure supports a bright future for Yukarfuture filled
with opportunity, a future created by this govermmeeeting
its commitment to practising good government andeaéng a
better quality of life.

Mr. Inverarity: The best place to start with this par-
ticular motion today is with the motion itself.

This motion tries to bring an air of certainty fromithin
the government that in fact their budgets are sptme and
believable and not just made up in some fashidingét on to
this a bit later, but it comes down to an issuéradt. It comes
down to whether the business community can actimdlieve
the budgets that are being tabled within this Uagie As-
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sembly. It comes down to whether or not the gobhi the
government are laying out — be it last year, tldary or for the
next five years — are even achievable in attemptiinigy out
future capital plans.

| think it's worth us looking at the motion itselfhere are
really two components to it: it's the “do” which ges the
“...private sector contractors to review the Governmef
Yukon's multi-year capital plan contained in thel2@12
budget that identifies capital priorities...”

what's the difference? We've gone from $24 million F.H.
Collins Secondary School to $2.7 million, and etest num-
ber isn’t that reliable. The minister said yestgrttaat this pro-
ject was approved by Management Board — I'm sdreyhas
stated in the past that the project was approveddnyagement
Board — but yesterday he said that it was onlyigi&rtap-
proved. I'm not sure what that means. Is the $2illom the
partially approved amount or is there another arhabat is
only partially approved? How can business rely oakimg

My understanding is that the government wishes -busipredictions, moving from $24 million to $2.7 mili@ Even

nesses out there to look at this capital planatgetfaith in this

capital plan so that they can go forward with Idegn invest-

ment into their businesses and their corporatiom ia the

assets that they need to purchase, be they humeapital, so

that when the next year's budget gets presentsdatteegeared
up to be able to bid on these contracts and tdéset contracts
in a sound, feasible manner.

The second part of this — | am going to skip oves t
amounts that are being listed — but the purpogbefmotion,
as | have tried to indicate and | will read it hasein order to
obtain maximum benefit for their companies andrteeiploy-
ees through the certainty provided by a stablaiptable long-
term government investment in the identified kegtees. As |
have just indicated, that is the most critical comgnt in this
particular motion. If | were a businessman — ahave been a
businessman in the Yukon — it's important for mekteow
what | am doing today, tomorrow, next year anch lfact, have
plans — or when | was in business had plans — &®womy
business would grow. Do the government’s capitahglaffect
that business? Absolutely. It's absolutely critichht if the
government is prepared to stand up and say we @rg ¢o
invest $24 million next year in building a schonlRiverdale,
that that is something that businesses would likbe able to
take to the bank.

If I were in the sheet metal business, for examate] |
know that there is a shortage of sheet metal inntbed mar-
kets because there’s a shortage of tin, I'm gosngd out and
I’'m going to say, well, I've got a pretty good cleanof bidding
on this particular contract for putting in ductimgrk and all
that kind of stuff. So | might go out in Januargsbd on the
financial plan that the government has set forwand pur-
chase significant amounts of product in order tléx on those
contracts, because | think that | stand a pretiydgchance of
getting it. Okay? It may not be prudent, but ifrhés a short-
age in the market and you know that your competitoe go-
ing to be confronted with the same product and able,
because of the size and purchase of the matetidafget a big-
ger bang for your buck, then the likelihood of gegtthat con-
tract is probably still that significant. Yukoneasse angry with
this government. | said this yesterday in my budggsdly
speech. | believe that the trust is gone. I'llanyd demonstrate
some of this.

I've alluded already to the fact that F.H. Collisshool,
which was in last year’s five-year plan, which sldobave put
it into the mains this year, has been pulled olan$go up and
down. With regard to whether there’s an increasspiending
one year over the next isn't the issue here. Theeidere is,

that number is not secure.

It's about believability, and we need to concemtran
what the government is projecting over the nex¢ fjears. In
terms of believability, it's also about what theg’gaid in the
past that the government was prepared to do andthas

We look at another instance here. Last year inr thkain
they said that there would be $9.1 million for awson City
sewage district heating system in this year's btidghile $9
million would have been a nice amount of money -thihk
anybody who is a contractor would appreciate itr-fact the
amount this year is $21.7 million. That is an imge. So, last
year if | were an employer and looking at staffdzhen a $9-
million contract in Dawson City and now there isL$8illion, |
am going to be short staffed. | probably wouldrat/é gone out
and hired those extra bodies because the amoumttvtiasre,
and now | would be scrambling for tradesmen, skifumbers
and welders in order to meet that commitment, paldily if |
got the contract or in the likelihood that | woiddt the con-
tract. And yet unemployment, as we know, is very ia the
Yukon right now, so how do | plan when the numblezep
changing? It isn't about going up or going downijsitabout
difference. It is about believing the numbers theg on the
paper. We — and the Premier — talked about healtd today
and how, you know, they have increased the budgetder to
support added costs to health care. Well, thatfiyreot what
the issue is; it is about whether or not they bteldehe right
amount to begin with.

We know that health care costs go up every yedr|age
year they underbudgeted. They knew they underbadget
Why? They needed to have a balanced budget.

Businesses need certainty in their process andhéir t
planning, and when you have a significant corporat— in
this case, the Government of Yukon — which is gdmgpend
millions and millions of dollars, or not spend ndts and mil-
lions of dollars, there is no certainty. No one ¢e@ok at this
budget in terms of their five-year capital plan dmave any
faith that these numbers that are listed therenfoxt year's
spending are realistic. Why? Because they havenitgu it in
the past and history repeats itself. That's thedaskere, and
that’s the problem with this particular motion.

How can a government go out and encourage Yukait's p
vate sector contractors to review their multi-ussnpvhen, in
fact, the plan has no foundation because therbédes no track
record?

It was interesting to note today that the Premis imdi-
cated that last year’'s plan was the first long-t@ian that the
government has ever issued. Let me correct thatPitemier
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tabled his first long-term plan last year, and &gl gshat it was
the first time it had ever been done in the Yukon.

Even that statement is not correct. We know thavipus
NDP and Liberal governments have, in fact, tabtagiterm
fiscal plans that go over multi-years — not beligea Mr.
Speaker.

Let’'s look at another project that we had this pgesr.
They said that there would be $15.1 million fordasevelop-
ment in the next year’s budget. This year? The arnisu$41.9
million. Now, if | were a contractor and | was loog at a $15-
million contract and | knew it was going to be kalsgfor Whis-
tle Bend, would | go out and invest in a D9 Catdtowork?
Would | go out and invest in staffing and tradesrbased on
that? | might. | might stand a pretty good champeagticularly if
| have a good relationship with the government bodntinu-
ally get contracts. The problem is that it has rgowe to $41
million. In the current environment, how do | plaround that?
How do | have certainty that when I'm projecting mext
year’'s plans for staff and capital investments bdase a $15-
million purchase — and | know that if you are a anajontrac-
tor, while these numbers may be big for some pedbty are
not to a lot of contractors. But they are significenough that
we need to pay attention, and they need to have s@mainty
about how they go about investing.

That's what the purpose of this motion is — to twyen-
courage the Yukon businesses to have certaintygmumbers
that are being projected. It isn’t a matter of gpup or down.
We have seen that some go up and some go dowrabigst
the difference. It's about how you plan around $30ion
differences. That is a lot of money, and you cénjtou can’t
have reliability, trust and faith in the actual raens that are
being tabled in this Legislative Assembly. That &en our
point all along — that people don’t know what tdiéee or not
to believe when budgets are tabled in the Legistafissembly.
They fluctuate so much. We go from — well, one yieavas a
$23-million surplus to a $20-million deficit — a @4nillion
difference.

A couple of other notes — last year they said thveveld
be a $3.3-million highway rehabilitation in nextayks budget,
so that would have been this year we were expedtinthe
amount has gone up to $5.9 million and that's adging, if
you can get the workers and if you can get theuress in or-
der to actually meet that goal. Frequently we hseen projects
put over from year to year because the resourae thithin
the business community have not been met.

Last year they said they would spend $8.8 milliuis ear
on bridges and primary highways, and that wouldehasen in
the current fiscal budget. So how much is there ybiar? Zero.
It isn’t about the difference — government setgitierities —
but it's about continuity and it's about having seoertainty in
the numbers. Businesses don’t have that certainkysit year’'s
five-year plan and in the going-ahead five-yeangacause of
the track record of this government.

Even the Auditor General, in 2007, looked at theego-
ment’s contracting practices and had sharp criticfer their
performance. | remember we had looked at contrgctin

There was supposed to be space plans and all &frefsff
done, but | know that the Premier thinks that just her opin-
ion; that her opinion on the public accounts habdstated —
or that they are stated that they are her opinigell, | can tell
you, Mr. Speaker, I'll take her opinion over angtfathat this
Premier puts before this House any day of the week.

We’'re looking at the asset-backed commercial papee.
Auditor General was critical of that, and we seaiaghat this
government that goes to the highest auditor inlémel dis-
misses it as just her opinion. Well, sorry, Mr. Spar, her
opinion counts; her opinion matters; her opiniorsdsnething
that people have certainty in as opposed to thmiers opin-
ion.

Now, Mr. Speaker, | am getting a little hot undee tcol-
lar, and | think that given the events of todayavé pretty
much exhausted my thoughts on what | think of gasgticular
motion and how | think that businesses can actuallyon this
capital plan in future budgets. They can't.

It's not something that they have the ability tq dot only
because of past performance, but because we deineéhgov-
ernment keeps changing their minds. With thatsitlidown.

Hon. Mr. Lang: Addressing the motion today, I'd
like to remind Yukoners and the Liberal governmentthe
short-lived government and the only Liberal goveenithis
territory has ever had — that they tabled the NDBget from
the previous government and neglected to takedhees of the
ministers out of the document. Do you think thak¥iers are
ready for that kind of management team? That's wiey did.
In saying that, in support of this motion, thisaizery progres-
sive way of working with the communities and woxkiwith
the contracting community to make sure people aare of
the projects and what is happening in the futuddrassing the
Liberal Party or the Liberals’ figures is pointlesscause they
put mostly incorrect figures on the floor of the ude. Today
obviously was an example of how they project ospn¢ them-
selves to the Yukon people.

The idea that a contractor — the naiveté of theetab
Party to think the contracting community could take budget
down to the bank, and say they're going to do $liom
worth of work this year, so give me $18 million,chese I'm
going to get the contract — that's not how the realrld
works. This is an example of the Liberal Party natityt

Our multi-year capital plan is a blueprint of haist gov-
ernment will move forward, investing in the Yukamd it's
extensive. The Member for Klondike went throughoadyhour
of explanation of how this thing would work and tim¥est-
ments that would come from it. It is a tool the iness com-
munity will use, and the Yukon Chamber of Commehes
been very supportive of this plan because theysearthe merit
of it — that we’re looking at a plan that goes fard.

Contractors, individuals, suppliers can look atiitd see
the investments that are being made in the teyréigra tool to
do business.

It will not serve as a tool to go to the bank aade money
until such a time as they participate and have r@tract in
hand, so that they can have certainty in the cotitigworld.
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But if you were to take a look at the infrastruetdior wa-
ter, sewer and roads, Dawson City — again, the neemppo-
site talks about ongoing investments in our commesilike
the Dawson City water project — that contract hasaay
been let. The contract has been let. What we shawii multi-
year investment is the progress payments on tlogeqir that's
what that is. It's not something that’s going toreeontracted
out; it's an on-going investment we’re making ire tBawson
City wastewater sewage treatment plant — that’stwielre
doing. So it's not some kind of a trick of handaofinancial —
like he was commenting on, that somehow the Depanrtrof
Finance has rigged the books in such a way thateitents a
picture to the territory that's incorrect. Certgirthe Auditor
General has a place in this, because the Auditoefaé audits
books that have already been done.

I remind the member opposite that we project ashrasc
we can forward, but after the job is done, the fgardGeneral
comes in, does our books, reports back to us, andavon her
recommendations. We have in the past. This govenhieghe
one that brings the Auditor General in to do anraesv of the
departments. We do that because it is a managetneinto
take a look at Highways and Public Works, to takeok at the
other departments and see how well they are beindinan-
cially. We do that on a regular basis. We are fictich of the
Auditor General. The Auditor General is part andcph of
good governance. Independent of the House, anaauito is
well-respected in the country is certainly a sexicat we get
that makes our government a better government. iWghkind
of independence, we get recommendations from theitéwu
General and we act on those recommendations. Mvere to
look at our capital project as we move forward, kirmg with
the contracting the community, certainly it sholwattwe are
investing. Again, this government in nine years t@e®n the
territory from basically a basket case financially.

The Liberals were running the country and not qoig-
senting NDP budgets to the House, they neglected &vtake
the ministers’ names out of it. That shows how mwolnk they
did on that budget. They also had to get an opgydtan to
make the payroll. They didn’t have enough monetha bank
to manage the government on a daily basis.

what they did in two years. Never mind that theyldn't

count how many members that they had; they wemh faona-
jority to a minority and didn’t know that they hadminority,

so how could you trust them with the economy? Hawld
you trust them with the purse strings of the teryitwhen they
can't even count heads around the table? So, atéénmulti-

year plan came not only out of the government bate out of
the contracting community, came out of our partmiersvith

other governments in the territory. It's importamtmunicipali-
ties, to First Nations, to our own government — gpoihg fur-
ther the Chamber of Commerce, the Yukon Contrasbgis-
tion. All these people are demanding a cleareupicdf a long-
term plan.

There have been many, many discussions about whethe

we should have two budgets. Should we have an tipgra
budget once a year, or do a capital, or vice vev§a%e had
this discussion around for the last period of tindéell, that
answers that question, Mr. Speaker. We don’t haveot two
budgets. We've got the forecast out there; we'vethe plan,
and we've got the resources. | remind you, Mr. peaoday
we’re in good financial straits; the territory igry sound —
lowest unemployment in North America — just overeth per-
cent. That's the lowest unemployment in North ArcariWe
have money in the bank; we can pay our payroll, thoee
commitments, all our obligations to our employeesmhrether
it's the pension plan, whether it's Yukon Collegéjether it's
the hospital — all those institutions are cover@® percent.
We did that, Mr. Speaker. That wasn't being donesnvive
took office. All of those things had been negleddthe two-
year period — neglected.

We stand here today with a budget that has beerepied
to the House. The Liberal opposition has saidiit®rrect.

Another thing I'd like to remind the members oppesi
there’s a lot of work to put a budget together. tEhevhy the
Liberals — when they presented their budget — didio' it.
They didn’t present their budget. They presentedldst gov-
ernment’s budget. There’s a lot of work in puttirgby every
department — the figures down. | compliment all pre®ple in
all the departments who do the hard work. To listap in and
day out as this sitting goes on how, somehow, tfigaees are

When the NDP was in government, they had moneyeen r incorrect — or actually, even worse, that we're gjioming the

serve to meet the payroll and do the things theytbalo. The
situation the territory was in in 2002 is unexpédite. It's un-
explainable how a Liberal government could, in 1&ths —
just two years — take the economy from where it wéen
they took over to where it was when we took over.

That's behind us, but when we listen to them daywrid
day out, talking about the finances of the teryitand talking
about what we’re doing wrong, there’'s no recomméodeof
what we could do to improve it. They don’t have amgwers.
All they have is criticism. | go back to an old say, “The
empty drum makes all the noise.” In the case ofliberals,
that’s factual.

I remind Yukoners and the House that they were aml
government for two years of the last hundred yeainey had
no track record in governance or governing. Theymainaged
the territory to such a point, Mr. Speaker, that uinbelievable

professionalism of these people who work in thespad-
ments. These are very highly qualified people wugkin these
departments to put these figures together — thegjeqgtions
— this financial projection together. They're thees who are
being affected by this conversation. I'm not arteal account-
ant. | have no degree in accounting. | represeatdépart-
ments, and | represent them here in the Housepérde on
those departments with the capable staff to pufptioper fig-
ures on the paper in order to participate in théget that was
presented at this sitting.

As far as the multi-year capital plan is concerri&tl)ike
to compliment the departments — especially ComnyuBér-
vices and Highways and Public Works. Obviously,yttee a
big part of this because Public Works covers althaf public
work investments.
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Community services affect all the communities. Ehes whole. This government will do it. We are going rigplace

multi-year capital plans will work. This is a gowenent that
will do exactly that. | would say to Yukoners today and, of
course, in the fall we will be talking to them agaBut | would
say to them that the Liberals are running on empiye Liber-
als have not stood up in this House and presehesd pglan at
all. All they have done in this House is questibe profession-
alism of the departments, especially the Finangeadment
and the individuals here in the House.

We are representing Yukoners — this whole HouseeiwWh
people stand up and talk about figures and doahisdo that,
what the government has to do is to be factudlsthnd up in
the House and mention $12 million, it has to beexr | have
notes here and | have capable individuals workility wie to
make sure that the figures that | present to thasdo— that
obligation doesn’t hold true for the Liberal Padythe mem-
bers opposite. The figures they mention can justdmenient
figures as they throw out this misinformation inte House
here.

In turn, we as a government can present to the I ydem-
ple in our campaign, or as we move forward — wereduc-
ing a plan. I'd like to remind everybody in the Yark— be-
cause it didn't affect us like it affected otheeas in the world
— that in the last two years, we went through tleesivfinan-
cial times since the 1930s on a worldwide basisaBse we
had the savings account — that was very importang,hMr.
Speaker — we rode out that dip in the economy vezl). In
fact, we came out of it with the lowest unemploytneate in
North America. The balanced budget was a surpluthe-first
one in Canada — and was presented here to the House

We came out with a strong plan on how to go forwémd
looking back, if that's what we want to do, we wesakd the
storm very well. There’'s only one province in Caadbdat did
better than we did, and that was Alberta. Thettawidid very
well.

As we look at our departments, and as we crititneede-
partments over the next 20 or 30 days — whatevehave left
— | would say to you that it will become apparent very
clear and very apparent — that our government hglamain
every department, whether it's Yukon Housing Cogtion
replacing our housing stock; whether it's tourismtedrism is
up 17 percent. In a depression, it went up 17 perce

EMR — mining; Education — we've gone on and on

about F.H. Collins. Again, conversation in the Hougere —
somehow we cancelled F.H. Collins Secondary Schobé
government has cancelled it. Well, you can seehleynbulti-
year plan that the investments for infrastructure going in
this year. We're moving forward next year in théuat build-
ing of the school. It's not cancelled at all. F.€ollins is a
commitment this government made and F.H. Collind ke
built. As we move forward here, everything you Huileeds
infrastructure, needs the proper, finished archiret draw-
ings, needs to have plans in place. This governisenvesting
$2.7 million to put the infrastructure in placeronimize the
impact on the existing school. We're building asaharound
a school, Mr. Speaker. At the end of the day, watwa mini-
mize the impact we have on the students and theobas a

F.H. Collins. It is going ahead.

We are putting the infrastructure together thisryand
you will see work being done on the F. H. Collimhaol. As
we move through infrastructure plans in the ongojegr —
and of course the Member for Klondike was very esiee on
the amount of money — the Member for Porter Creeltls
questioned us because we put the land developmant $15
million to $43 million. | don’t know where he gdt¢ $15 mil-
lion from. That's the largest investment any goveemt has
put on the ground as far as land development. étedstip and
made it sound like a bad thing — unbelievable, Bpeaker.
Somehow $43 million, out of a government that igkler — if
you listen to the members opposite; running on gmiptyou
listen to the members opposite; working with cookedks, if
you listen to the members opposite. We're spen@#g mil-
lion next year on land development throughout #itory,
Whistle Bend included, on infrastructure and ondwark.
That is what this government is doing. The memlopsosite
— the Liberal Party especially — said we were brokie had
no resources, we cooked the books — not we, tharttepnt
has cooked the books. And we are presenting a budgeis
the first balanced budget in Canada and with almealrplus.

We're replacing the money that was needed oveldsie
24 months as we went through the worst depressioor the
worse financial crisis — in 50 years. We're runnimg empty.
Well, we're not running on empty. We have the reses and |
support the motion. This multi-year capital plarattiwe put
together in partnership with First Nations, munatigovern-
ments, ourselves and in consultation with the Chamtof
Mines, Chambers of Commerce and the constructionnmuo
nity — we're doing just that. Yukoners can see wihé gov-
ernment’s going to do. We don’t know what these sgaye
going to do. They might table another budget withwel, Mr.
Fairclough’s name was in it at the time.

Speaker’s statement

Speaker:  Order please. No mention of other members,
please. The honourable minister still has the fland has a
minute and a half left.

Hon. Mr. Lang: Anyway, in closing, with the com-
ments we hear from the members opposite, I'm duae Yuk-
oners can't really take them seriously. We, as\&gunent are
going to move forward with their help or withoutaibd a make
a better Yukon as we forward to prosperity in teitory. We
can see it all around us. The members oppositesaprwhat-
ever they want. It's a better community out in thgeitory to-
day than it was under the short-lived Liberal goweent and
it's a growing economy.

Again, thank you, Mr. Speaker. Thanks to the Menfber
Klondike for this very important motion. As we mofa@ward,
| look forward to better days in the territory.

INTRODUCTION OF VISITORS

Mr. Cardiff: Before | begin my comments, I'd like to
ask all Members of the Legislative Assembly to joire in
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welcoming Tracy McPhee, the Ombudsman for the Yuken
ritory.
Applause

Mr. Cardiff:
tempt with this motion. First of all, we should loat it for
what it really is. This is nothing but blatant dleneering in
the Legislature. We hear the Minister of Commuiggrvices,
Highways and Public Works, talking about balanceddets.
We haven't seen a balanced budget from this goventin the
territory. They run deficits when you look at thepplementary
budgets.

The motion and the idea of multi-year capital plame
nice ideas and, as was indicated earlier by the égrfor Por-
ter Creek South, this is something that was don@rkyious
governments. This government chose this, and I'ad ghat
they decided to follow the lead of previous New Dematic
governments and do that. | remember conversatiatis tive
Premier at the time about exactly that — about tgyrojects
on the shelf ready to go — shovel-ready, so tolspeao that
when economic times were a little tough, we hadttwods to
stimulate the economy and bring these projectsiran-hnd
actually create employment here in the territony Yokoners.
It is a good idea. Unfortunately, as has been pdiout — and
it is unfortunate — | don't believe the Minister Gbmmunity
Services will probably pay attention, they lackdibdity. The
minister just stood on the floor of this House astted where
the Member for Porter Creek South got the $15 amilfor land
development. Well, it came from their capital plast year.
It's right there in black and white. It says $1®lillion for land
development. So that's what contractors were planioin for
this year — $15 million. Now they find out thatsitactually
$41 million, or $42 million. So there’s not muchedibility
there.

Look at Education — F.H. Collins school. Last ydaey
said that the forecast was going to be for $24 Hiami This
year it's actually $2.7, so they planned for thabject, but
where is it? That’'s a government policy decisioseé a good
side and a bad side to this decision. But | dondv what the
reasons are. | don’t know what the policy of theegament is
around this and why exactly they're doing that.

So let’s talk a little bit about the governmentians and
exactly what the government’s plans are. We sasvdhscrep-
ancy with F.H. Collins. Now if it's about ensuritigat the en-
gineering and the development work — the designkweris
done appropriately so that when the contractorsti job,
they have an idea of what it is, I'm sure the cactiors will tell
you that that's a good idea — unlike what happeaedhe
Whitehorse Correctional Centre where it was femtked and
design and engineering was actually behind.

Just so members understand what happens here —
somebody who has worked in the construction inguatrd
still maintains close ties with the constructiodustries, this is
how it works: if it's not designed properly, iférengineering’s
not done properly, what you end up with is — yoatat it,
and then you take it out. Then you install it agaimd then you
take it out. Then you install it again, and theru yoove it.

| appreciate the member opposite’s at-

Now, that's good if you're a construction workegdause you
get paid the same amount of money whether youlinstar
you take it out or you move it or whatever you Bat if you're
doing the job two or three times, that's how you ep with
cost overruns. What I've heard from the Departneéniustice
is that the Department of Highways and Public Waskilling
us it's on time and on budget. | looked at offisidfom the
Department of Justice this morning, and | said, Yoo really
believe that?” | find it hard to believe, Mr. Speak

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

Mr. Cardiff: The Minister of Justice is chirping in
here a little bit about it being on time and on deftd but |
would hazard a guess that it's probably not.

How about this for planning and letting the prevaector
know exactly what your plans are? We can go baclersé
years to the Watson Lake health care centre. HgEetillion;
we're going to build a new health care centre. Gutors
wanted to bid on the project, and they bid onnt ahat do we
have now? We have a $25-million hospital. Wherthéslong-
term planning around that? How are they notifying private
sector about that? That wasn't included in anyheffbrecasts.

Let’'s go back to an election year, 2006, when tlieidter
of Health and Social Services announced major ra&imvs at
the Thomson Centre. What did we hear at the beginof this
sitting? Major renovations at the Thomson Centreand it's
still not complete. So four and one-half yearsrlatiee Thom-
son Centre is still not in operation. Now, whatnsibdoes that
send to the private sector?

Just for the information of the Member for Klondiked
the government, I've got some problems with acyualging
the private sector to do this because, quite fsarkihink in a
lot of ways it lacks some credibility, but it's aelly something
similar to what the government does on a regulaisba hey
bring forward motions looking for unanimous consemging
the government to do something that it is eithesaaly doing
or something that it is about to announce. Welle Igot news
for the government. The private sector does thisadly. It has
been doing it for years. It has been looking aitehpudgets; it
has been planning how it structures its organinatdad the
work that it is going to do by looking at capitaldgets, by
looking at tender forecasts, so it is something tha private
sector already does. As someone who worked in ¢hstaic-
tion industry, | am quite familiar with how that vks.

One other thing, Mr. Speaker, that we saw herehen
floor of the Legislative Assembly today is — and a&ually
witnessed something here in the Legislature yeatetioht was
quite unfortunate. The Member for Vuntut Gwitchgked the
Minister of Community Services about the Old Crowilywand
the minister got up and read from his briefing natel read
what the schedule was. The reality is that all #igf is going
fasward. He read it like it was a done deal, thhthe approv-
als through YESAA and the permitting would be dbyeApril
of 2011, so it is something that hasn't even hapgdeifhen we
have the Member for Klondike this afternoon annaogcthat
there is $1 million in the capital plan. Well, laitenge that
member to stand up — to close debate on this —shod/ us
in the book where that $1 million is, because nawha this
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forecast does it show $1 million for the Old Crowlw There
is money in there for solid waste, and there is @&yoim there
for a road upgrade, but there is no money in tfaréhe well.

There’s no line item. It's not in the forecast. Ndaythe
Member for Klondike overstepped his authority henel made
a budget announcement that isn’t even in the budget

While the government is forecasting all this comstiion
work and work that needs to be done, it is a mattguolicy
and it is a matter of vision. We've had billion-tial budgets
for some time now, yet nowhere in this forecastt’s-not just
private contractors; it's not just the private sedhat’'s going
to look at this and look for hope for the futures IYukon citi-
zens.

I'm looking at the forecast here. | have the fostdaom
last year and the forecast from this year in frohime, and |
see absolutely nothing — absolutely nothing — thatuld
give hope to people who are having difficulty fingia place to
live. We're talking about the people who are goitrg be
evicted at the end of the month — very shortly. Wealking
about young people. Millions and millions of doHdrave been
spent on affordable housing in the Copper Ridge langhn
subdivisions and up in Arkell and all that. Theme #ots of
homes up there. There are affordable housing pmojat
Riverdale for single parents. There are seniorditfas. But
when it comes to young people and those people areo
struggling with addictions — and they look at thigyere’s the
hope? You know what would be really novel? | se= @Gov-
ernment House Leader nodding, and | trust thatvalienave
something to say about this when she gets her Wimen
young people look at this budget, what hope do tieye for
an emergency youth shelter? Zip, nada, not theney Tan't
live in hope; they have been living in hope forngea

Let’s talk a little bit about how hot the econonsy The
Member for Southern Lakes was talking about thhttla bit
the other day. I've heard members on the other efdéhe
House talk about how good the economy is and howhmu
work there is. Well, why are people still strugglino find
jobs?

If you go to Erik Nielsen Whitehorse Internatiodaiport
— which was something the Member for Klondike talke
about and all the work that has been done therd, @feat —
now we have an international air terminal. I've mazkveral
flights over the last couple of years and it's ietting — de-
pending on the time of week that you fly, you'll ba the air-
plane with construction workers who are either \irogkat
mines or the Whitehorse correctional facility, wiadk drywall,
bricklaying, working on some of the mechanical sgst —
we’re importing labour from Outside. The governmemants to
talk about a U-Haul economy — how about we talkuatibe
fly-in/fly-out economy, where we’re providing empitoent for
people from other jurisdictions, who are payingesin other
jurisdictions? We're providing them with jobs, wdithere are
people in this territory who are struggling to fipkhces to live,
struggling to find employment, struggling to gedifing to get
on some of those jobs — but we're flying peoplama out.

Now we have an international air terminal. We héve
Yukon nominee program and the foreign worker progra

Are we going to be importing workers from other gou
tries? Are we going to have a fly-in/fly-out econgror are we
going to have an economy that serves Yukoners? iShahat
these capital plans need to reflect, and the approaeds to be
measured. It's not a matter for the department -g-tae Min-
ister of Community Services says that, because ovet dbe-
lieve the numbers, we don'’t believe the bureauctéssnot the
bureaucrats. The bureaucrats we believe. It's thergment;
it's the members on the other side of the House areocreat-
ing the policy for how this work is done. Is it tHand of econ-
omy? Is that what the private sector should be itapKor?
How to import workers so that they can keep up vaiththe
capital construction projects and work that needbd done?
Maybe they should buy passes on Air North and Ain&la so
their employees can come in. Is that what it is, Sfreaker?

| would like to just go back a little bit to thishele con-
cept of how projects move forward, because | wdagldemiss
not to ensure that | get on record what needstitly be said
here. This is to do with how projects are movedvid —
what’s happening at the Whitehorse Correctionallifgacand
what has happened with several other projectsignténritory.
That's the idea of fast-tracking and not having ¢ngineering
and the design work done so that the work gets googerly.
Tied in with that is that the government has detidenumber
of times to go with what's called a design/builegess. | can
tell you right now that the contracting communitgshsome
concerns and problems with that process. Contmdtothis
territory need to be treated fairly and they need¢ treated
equitably. So when you get into this whole concefpt de-
sign/build process, the government throws out acephand
says, “This is what we're looking for; you designand you
build it.” It takes a lot of time to go from a caqt to actually
taking that to something where you’ve got a biaafesign and
you've got the pre-engineering work and it costsséme in-
stances, such as for the Dawson City sewage treatpneject,
hundreds of thousands of dollars to do.

The contractors expect to be treated fairly andtaily in
the process. When they're not treated fairly anditeqly in
that process, they need to be reimbursed for tosits, because
they made an incredible investment of their ownetiamd the
time of others getting engineering work done, binggogether
a team, hoping they are going to be successfuln Tteen for
some reason they find out that they are not sufidesisey’re
out of pocket. So we need to look. All these capitans are
great, but we need to ensure that they are maraggerly. |
don’t believe that this government has the poliégieplace to
actually manage them in an appropriate manner usecahat |
am hearing — what people are telling me — is thaytare not
happy with the process. The motion is a very nieaj but
once again, | think we should look at it for whiatgally is. It is
nothing but pure, blatant electioneering in theikkgive As-
sembly going into an election year. That's whas.iit's urging
the private sector to do something that they alrefd

In the interest of offering some constructive crdm, |
hope that the members opposite have listened to ivisathat
I've heard and my experience with the contractingumunity
and the private sector, that they take some oftthaeart and
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will actually make some changes. Because if thaytdoake
the changes, the changes will be made come thiarfghow.

Hon. Mr. Kenyon: I'd like to thank the Member for
Mount Lorne very much for his electioneering speemm-
plaining about electioneering. It's always inteagtto listen to
debate here in the House.

The Government of Yukon's 2011-12 capital and opera

tion and maintenance budgets, totalling $1,089(ID,was
tabled, of course. The budget is balanced and teesol a
healthy savings account for Yukon. Our governmeas been
strategic in planning and preparing for the presieight budg-
ets and we're seeing success through the lowestplogment
rate in Canada — certainly the lowest unemploynratg in
North America.

| hear members opposite complaining about that, Ibut
would say the best in North America is pretty dgood at this
point.

I do have to correct my esteemed colleague, thdskéin
of Community Services, when he mentioned earliat tie are
close to Alberta. In fact, Alberta and Yukon are tinly juris-
dictions in Canada that have no net debt and ity tata per
capita basis, we are ahead of Alberta. We haveavarlonem-
ployment rate than Alberta and we are one of onty jurisdic-
tions in all of Canada that had a positive GDP Yasir. Alberta
was not the other one. So we are doing quite velNpuld
submit, overall.

Direction from the Council of the Federation ahd fed-
eral government has been to go to surplus budgats,] am
very pleased to say that Yukon is the first jucsidon in Can-
ada to table a surplus budget, along with a heaéwngs ac-
count. Now, what do you do with a savings accourt@
members opposite, the Liberal leader, has repsasedigested
that we let the savings account build and that wtetouch it;
that we not draw down on it. |1 don’t think that dsnsistent
with any financial advisor that | have ever talked | think
most people who have a small savings account,lamge sav-
ings account, or any savings account, will recogtife need to
draw down on that occasionally.

Now, again, the Member for Porter Creek South ssigge
in his speech yesterday that there were a lot iafyththat he

just couldn’t see coming. You can't see those thingming.

You know, | guess you can't see a broken leg oedioal case
that requires a patient to be flown out. This gaweent would
respond to those. We have to. It's only reasonabtkit’s only
fair.

But as the Leader of the Liberal Party put it, heuld do
everything in his power to maintain that budget the would
present and to live by it, which kind of impliesatrhe would
not respond to unforeseen circumstances. That, oofse,
draws the immediate question: what would he cutzMielse
would he cut back? Or, would he leave a patienteated?
Would he leave people without services? Would hesecla
road because he didn’t want to fix the potholes thadenly
appeared there? Not reasonable at all, | submitSideaker.

When you start looking at some of the things thratia-
volved in that — and | do have a long list — wefrartway
through the responses to the budget, so | do dieertembers
opposite some latitude. But when members oppositeptain,
for instance, that there has been no action onCideCrow
water supply, if you delve into the budget and altyuattend
the opposition briefings in the departments, it ldoguickly
become clear that in the Building Canada annuaitalaplan
for next year is Old Crow water supply upgrades pgrades
to Old Crow’s drinking water system to comply wehviron-
mental health regulations.

The money is there, Mr. Speaker. To say that ihag
simply shows either an inability to read finanaalcuments —
and | can understand that — or simply not readiregrt, which
is perhaps more the problem in many respects.

| heard the Member for Vuntut Gwitchin agreeinghwihe
off-microphone, and | appreciate his comments an th

When you start looking at things within that muyléar
capital project, Dawson sewage and district heatirg
$21,000,768 in 2011-12, in arsenic treatment upggadnd |
do have to point out to people that arsenic istarally occur-
ring element in the Yukon. We live in a high-argemnone. So
this is not a problem, as some people thought vithenginally

That's what we did. We drew down on that savings acbecame a problem in the Marsh Lake area, and itnetised

count and, as the Member for Porter Creek Southitpiite

didn’t even notice there was a recession. | take #s a high
compliment. While there were some effects heremamaged
to come through probably as unscathed as any jatiza in

the world — certainly in Canada and probably Ndktherica.

But the member opposite didn’t notice a recesdimy, | take
that as a high compliment.

Now, the 2011-12 budget includes a multi-year edpit
plan and a schedule for very specific capital mtgjeThat pro-
vides the direction over the next four years. éntifies capital
priorities and their related expenditures over tiext four
years. Although subject to revision each year, rthdti-year
capital plan provides an overview for the Governmeh
Yukon’s future capital expenditure priorities. Adramework
document, the multi-year capital plan really hightis the
multi-year sustainable level of capital investmengeted by
the government.

that the arsenic levels were high — it was actutllby federal
government dropping the safe levels in an arealihatnatu-
rally occurring arsenic.

Champagne and Aishihik First Nations water truaipst
Rock Creek water supply upgrades; Deep Creek viedat-
ment plant; Beaver Creek road upgrades; territade trans-
fer stations; recycling and sorting facilities; Gldow upgrade
to solid-waste facility — and the list keeps goorgand on.

There is just so much ability to predict in théufe what is
going to be happening in there, and it is a preaictNow,
somehow members of the Liberal Party seem to ttiinkthey
have the crystal ball and can see ahead and tmeyrzerstand
what's going to happen in the future. Interestiagien one
member says that they can see what's happeningmeaakd
those predictions, and the next member stands djzays that
you couldn’t see that coming — couldn’t possiblydarstand
that. That's a little scary.
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It is a debate, in general, over those last feysdmd the
next few days, on the budget and it is the respditgiof the
Official Opposition to hold the government accolnéa— we
understand that — with reasonable criticism anefguably,
suggestions as to how to handle things better. &ign-
provements — what a marvellous concept to do tBat.we
don’t see that, and that becomes the problem an thi

| go back to how some of the Liberal members thévese
look at this. | had forgotten, and | thank the Mter of Com-
munity Services for reminding us of the short-liveiberal
government — the shortest lived majority governmianthe
history of the Commonwealth of Nations — and youdat to
be really trying to hold that record.

instance, in attracting investment to the territomhere, de-
pending on which accountant you talk to, at led€0$million

to $500 million have come in from Asia. When yowKkoat
what those businesses have actually invested tiftgr came
here, | would submit that we're probably well odr billion.

When you start looking at the Liberal plan on thlagy went to
a trade mission to China. They got there during Génese
holidays. They were quite surprised to find mosthaf offices
closed. Good research on that one.

Again, | quote fromHansard, on February 28, 2001, the
Member for Mayo-Tatchun who was at that point i tew
Democratic Party: “How did the Premier feel on hp to
China when standing beside the Canadian team an&rime

| look back at the Member for Mayo-Tatchun who, inMinister, making deals with China to sell cigarsiteere? How
Hansard on November 7, 2001, said, “When you vote Liberal,did the Premier feel about that?”

you are prepared to throw your values out the windbou are
prepared to forget everything you've heard and hamdpr the
ride and expect darn near anything they'll throwyati, be-
cause the decisions will be made in the backrooth ttieir
backroom friends.”

Mr. Speaker, it's rhetoric, | know, and the Memler
Mayo-Tatchun is smiling, but interesting now that ihas mi-
grated to another party, he says the same thingtabwther
party — exactly the same thing and, in some casdbe same
words. Again, the Member for Vuntut Gwitchin is say, off-
microphone, that he agrees with me. | appreciaetnments
on that. Wonderful show there, Mr. Speaker. It'stjactually
kind of scary when you start going through soméhefpast on
this. As | say, the rhetoric is rhetoric, and welenstand that.

As the Leader of the Official Opposition has saidsale
of this House, “Well, it's all politics; we don’teally mean
that.” Well, that’s the good thing about being ipposition.
You can say anything you want. You don’t have twalty be
accurate with it. You can say anything you want gad can
criticize anything you want, because you are nguired to
come back and give your opinion of how it shoulddume.
That was pretty obvious when the Liberal governmenivhen
they were elected, they tabled the NDP budget. Tieyit in
such a marvelous way. They didn’t even take the Nifis-
ters off the budget documents. The NDP ministenewamed
in the budget documents that were tabled. Pricelesshe
amount of work that went into that budget — it'stjuyou
know, quite unusual. Now, when you start lookingsane of
the other things that have happened — and agéanreally
quite interesting to get into this — but | do haeejuestion the
criticism coming from the Leader of the Liberal ®ar— the
party that brought this government from 60 to z@&o22
months. A U-Haul economy — people were leaving riovds
— the highest unemployment rate in decades — dedigie
unemployment. Under a Yukon Party government, 8@ent
— the best in North America. Wow — what a compariso
take to the electorate. But | don’t want to be &baeering, Mr.
Speaker, as the Member for Mount Lorne puts it 's-dh elec-
tioneering speech in electioneering times, and khppreciate
his electioneering speeches at the same time.

We have a long-range plan that has been laid othitn
document and laid out in so many ways within thiddet. For

Well, I'm not really sure if that benefited the aigtte in-
dustry in the Yukon. Somehow | have a feeling theslly
didn’t have an awful lot to do with the cigarettelistry here.
We would go over to promote Yukon business. Yetrienm-
bers opposite criticize that. How dare we go ovet actually
promote an economy that has taken off, one of bmty posi-
tive GDPs in Canada — and the other one isn't AtbeWe
have the lowest unemployment in North America —séheere
the things that we have been able to accomplish.

When you look at long-range planning — and | ddizea
that 22 months was not a particularly long timeltoany kind
of long-range planning. Given the fact that thefy tke NDP
ministers’ names on the documents they tabled, Uldveay it
wasn’t really a good time to do short-term planniaAgain, the
electorate has to be the judge of that.

We have to go back and look at all these variousgth
We take criticism on a daily basis for the houssitgation in
the Yukon, and | do agree that we have a definiddlpm. The
good folk at Yukon Housing Corporation are workimg that;
this government is working on that. | realize ta22 months
there wasn't the time to do much of anything, dalyagiven
the planning expertise that we saw, but in two N@Rern-
ments, they didn’t build a single, solitary sodialusing unit.

We've increased the inventory by 40 percent. Ndwope
the NDP do have some solutions for that, and weabways
glad to hear them, but | hope they are better tharsolutions
of the last two NDP governments.

Basically the historical stuff you have to look haat is
really quite frightening when you start looking &t of this
stuff. That's what we have tried to get aroundhis fong-term
plan. Give us an idea of what is going to happethafuture,
where we are going and in what direction. It mayb®written
in stone — we know that. You may plan a project find that
the planning is incomplete, and that you have ke ta a little
bit further. The Liberal solution to that is to lmlit. Go ahead
and do it, what the heck. Put in a driver’s liceriden’t worry
about what Homeland Security in the United Stasgs.sDon't
worry about what the Department of State says. Deo'rry
about the fact that we may not have a use fordhaer’s li-
cence. It may not be consistent with anything efsélorth
America, but do it now. What the heck, if we davibng, we’ll
just do it again. We would rather do it right. Teatvhy this
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government, through PNWER and long-term planningictv
is all part of this, looks at where we are goinghia future and
how that is going to unfold.

The idea of Economic Development, which is key iy a
kind of long-term planning — what was the Liberaslution?
Completely fold the Department of Economic Develepin
Do away with it; scatter the employees. What wasdblution
with the Women'’s Directorate? Yes, fold that, we'toeed it.
We reinstituted the Women’s Directorate, we retngtid the
Department of Economic Development and we havéjnki
made great strides when you consider the statistios don'’t
have to look at any more of those statistics tovkitoe pro-
gress that has been made. I've mentioned in thisselbefore,
and | do have a concern — | have had some on itfesaf the
House be concerned that I've put it this way — BeScent
unemployment, which is the best in North AmericadAyes,
we are very proud of that, but it also concernshmeause what
that means, according to most economists thattéilkeed to, is
that there is probably a level of unemployment thatot only
acceptable, but it's desirable. There are people néded to rely
on that social safety net. They have to, and 3r6gue tells me
that we are starting to get into the range and lpese working
who perhaps should not be.

Now, does that — you know, are there people lookorg
jobs? Yes, I'm sure there are. I'm suspicious, gittee statis-
tics that we see — basically, it's easy to sit banll say, well,
if you want a job, you've got one. You know, if ydiave a
pulse, you can find a job. It may not be the joln yeant. It
may not be convenient, but there is something ybatcan be
doing. But there is a point where some people yesdlbuld be
relying on that safety net, and that is a concermé and this
government. So, with those comments, | will yieié floor to
members opposite or to other activities.

Mr. Fairclough: I'll try to be short in response to the
Member for Klondike’s motion that’s on the floordiay. | just
heard the previous speaker talk about years baanwhey
have a big budget in front of them and they shd@dgroud in
promoting it. What we’ve seen is them looking ireithrear-
view mirror, blaming other governments for thingattwent on
10 years plus ago. He didn't mention anything alibet fact
that his leader said all kinds of things in 200bw@thithe Yukon
Party.

He didn’t mention that at all. | also want to poout that
the Member for Klondike probably spent a lot of ¢imriting
this motion and feeling that this is the right tirtee bring it
forward. This Yukon Party government has been wegyonow
for close to nine years and they're now urging pheate sec-
tor to look at their budget, for crying out loudomt you think
they do it already, as was said by the Member fauM
Lorne? Of course they do. They look at governmeending
all the time. The Yukon Party now wants to urgentite look
at their long-term capital plan, like it's a goddnyg that they're
doing, like there’s certainty out there or somegHike that.

Let's have a look at F.H. Collins school, for exaep
They did alert the contracting community to thet fdat they
were going to build a school. Guess what? It dighttw up in

this year's budget — no $24.4 million showed up tins
budget. They took it out. What happened? They piighisack
a year. It just happened to be over $20 million &ndst hap-
pened that $20 million was what it took to balatioe budget.
Isn’t that interesting?

What about other things?

The Minister of Finance in his budget speech said &ll
that they have done over the years is good fisealagement
— “prudent fiscal management” is what he said. Véaged
out time and time again that it is not. When yow teathe pub-
lic, “We’re going to have a balanced budget,” ahnet the fol-
lowing year we learn that we're going into a défiaell, that's
not prudent fiscal management. Then the next ygau, say,
“Believe me this time. This year, we'’re going tovhaa bal-
anced budget and we’re going to have a surplusésSwhat?
We’'re going into another deficit? You know what?eTRre-
mier stood on his feet again and said, “We've gdiakanced
budget. We're not going into a deficit at all.” Yarkers don't
buy it. We hear it on the street time and time agd@his mo-
tion, Mr. Speaker, has nothing to do with reallging the gov-
ernment to make improvements down the road; ittgngr the
private contractors out there to look at governmemtgets,
which they already do.

Let’s take, for example, another one. The Prenags shat
they are good fiscal managers on, say, the hospitathatever
they called it at the beginning in Watson Lake. ytsaid,
“We're going to spend $5 million and you'll haveetfacility,
the extended care facility”, which now turned iatbospital.

The price just goes up and up and up. They cag'tsthe
public now that that was good and prudent fiscahaggment.
That project went from $5 million to $25 million @nwho
knows when it's going to end.

Here’s another one that the Yukon Party doesn’'tnste
brag about too much — the Whitehorse Correctionaht(.
Here, they took a plan that was $30 million — anthat time
they complained about it and called it a Cadilkacility. That's
what they called it. Next thing, they turned itdrad warehouse,
and it went from $30 million to $50 million to $6illion, and
they're still telling the public, “We're good, predt, fiscal
managers.” Now it's $70 million — and who knows whé'’s
going to go from there. “Good fiscal managers,ythaid. You
know what? They took the footprint of that jail finowhat it
was before and they built on it — same thing. Ishét some-
thing? Then they said they're going to work witle theneral
public and a consultation will take place. How mamars in
this House have | asked the government to do progesulta-
tion and they didn't.

You know what it resulted in? The whole mandatehef
Yukon Party in court with First Nations — the whaoteindate.
Frustration out there in the public — and they Hagy don’t
know why there would be a reason the public wouldate for
the Yukon Party. We're hearing some loud noisesnfitbe
bottom of the barrel from the Yukon Party.

We had demonstrations outside this House from Nest
tions in regard to the school in Carmacks. You knehat?
They had very choice words on their signs — thikilges “Dic-
tator go, mahsi’ cho”. Isn't that a pretty major ssage? The
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Yukon Party barely squeaked in during the lasttedlac— by
some 300 votes. They could have been sitting an dide of
the House. Sixty percent of Yukoners said they tipat their
trust in the Yukon Party, and now its popularity tiallen even
more. They're struggling, and it's an act of desgien to bring
forward a motion like this because, of course,dhieran elec-
tion soon, and all they can do right now — and veart it
from the Premier who, in my view, isn’t acting likepremier.
He’s blaming the Yukon Liberal Party and the Newnioerats
for everything that happened, and he doesn’t greeditwhere
credit is due.

Let’s look at a couple of those that boost the econhere
in the territory. One of them was the First Natforal agree-
ments that gave certainty to this territory — hadhing to do
with the Yukon Party at all. The other one was diavon,
which the Yukon Party didn’t ever support, and ribwvy brag
about it. Those were bringing certainty to theitery. The
development community knows that and to this dayemwe
talk to the mining community, say, at the Roundupyancou-
ver, they bring those words out to us. They doad the Yukon
Party in government at all in the next term. Evedypfeels a
change. | can see it on the faces of the membgssidp. They
don’t like their leader; they don’t support him. éjhsaid they
would improve decorum in this House. It has gonerdall
with the Premier himself, who, probably, if you keal at the
record, has been called to order — not by promptingthe
opposition side at all, but straight from the Spak- more
times than anybody else in the territory.

Speaker’s statement

Speaker:
member, please don't involve the Speaker in thizate | am
here simply to arbitrate, not be part of the deb&tcondly, |
think we will now recess.

According to Motion No. 1255, adopted by the Hoose
Tuesday, February 8, 2011, the House will now reée®rder
to receive an address from His Excellency the GowefGen-
eral of Canada.

INTRODUCTION OF VISITORS

Speaker:
would like all honourable members to join me in eoehing
our new Commissioner, the Hon. Doug Phillips, ai vhife
Dale Stokes, please.

Applause

ADDRESS BY THE GOVERNOR GENERAL OF
CANADA

Speaker:
to escort Their Excellencies and the Hon. Premmto ithe
Chamber.

Their Excellencies the Governor General of Canada, the
Rt. Hon. David Johnston, and Mrs. Sharon Johnston, and the
Hon. Dennis Fentie, Premier of Yukon, enter the Chamber,
announced by the Sergeant-at-Arms

Hon. Mr. Fentie:
honoured guests, please join me in making welcohmbr TEx-

However, prior to recessing the House, |

The Chair would ask the Sergeant-at-Arms

Fellow members, distinguished and

cellencies the Governor General of Canada, thél&t. David
Johnston, and his lovely wife, Sharon Johnston.

Welcome, Your Excellencies.

Applause

Speaker:  Members, please be seated.

Rt. Hon. David Johnston: Commissioner Phillips,
Premier Fentie, Speaker Staffen, Members of theslaiye
Assembly, let me begin by thanking you for the waveicome
you have extended to my wife, Sharon, and me shucearri-
val in the Yukon.

As you know, this is our first official visit to ¢hYukon —
omit the “the” — to Yukon, and it’s an honour to inwited to
speak today before the Legislative Assembly.

This is my third visit here and | will come backaay
many times. The first, in fact, was about 20 yeays. | was the
founding chair of the National Round Table on theviEon-
ment and the Economy. We met here in Whitehorsevead
met in Haines Junction. If my memory serves meyas at
those meetings that we developed the notion ohtpkustain-
able development, which at that time was a relbtimew con-
cept from the Brundtland Commission, and we bebarsteps
that got the test of sustainable development platetl federal
public legislation thereafter. That is, any timeamt was passed
by the Parliament of Canada, it would have to rapgropriate
sustainable development standards, something that wery
important to Canada and | think the world. The emof sus-
tainable development, in a sense, had its birthtrigere in
Yukon. | can’t think of a more appropriate place $omething

Order please. Two things: first, honourable“ke sustainable development to have its birth.

As you know, this is our first official visit to Yeon, and
we’re honoured to be able to be with you today fordne to
speak before the Legislative Assembly.

Yukoners have a long history of working togethed aie-
veloping solutions that work for northerners, andvdnt to
congratulate you, as sincerely as | can, on yourynpast and
present successes. What has happened here inreyolgiv
methods of government, taking something from thig taking
something from different traditions, melding togmthifferent
cultures, different customs, different practicesestablishing a
framework of law and custom that works so that peaan
build permanent, prosperous, happy and healthy aamtias
is something that | think is truly a model for thest of the
country and for the entire world.

[Rt. Hon. David Johnston spoke in French. Text unavail-
able]

The north has long captured our imagination in smyn
different ways and, today, Yukon captures the werktten-
tion. Along with your leadership in climate changesearch
and innovation, Yukoners are breaking new grounédoca-
tion and training, native language studies anducmmolar re-
search. You have also taken, as | mentioned a moagn
great strides in self-governance, becoming an elatapthe
rest of the world.

Since my installation, | have been inviting Canadidao

join me in imagining our country as it could be. Wtgve for a
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smart and caring nation, and both adjectives apoitant —
smart and caring — where all Canadians can succeedtib-
ute and develop their talents to the fullest paa&nthat is, tak-
ing from within each one of us and developing tiadnt just
as far as it possibly can go and maybe even a liitl further.
Coupled with that, we want to be a nation thateéases and
applies the knowledge of its citizens to improve tlondition
of all — at home and around the world, to see kedgé and
the smartness of knowledge as an advantage far bsilding
healthy communities and being a competitive naéimund the
world. To achieve this vision, in my installatiopegech, which
was entitled A Smart and Caring Nation: A Call to Service, |
envisioned three pillars: one supporting familiesl @hildren;
the second reinforcing learning and innovation; &mel third
encouraging philanthropy and volunteerism.

| know that supporting families is important to arers.
In remote communities, neighbour often relies oigmaour.
Close-knit families count on each other for support

Sharon and | live in Waterloo County. We actuaix lon
a farm just outside of the Village of Heidelberpoat an 11-
minute drive from the university where | had beeesjlent for
the last 12 years — the University of Waterloo. We on a
100-acre Mennonite farm, so our neighbours ar®atinonite.
They are horse and buggy people; they use tractortheir
land, but they conduct themselves by horse andbubigey
have a wonderful tradition of barn raising. Whenmeaenew-
comer moves into the area, all the neighbours gatund and
build a barn. If a barn burns down, the neighbaather to
help a neighbour rebuild it.

Sharon runs a horse stable operation with 30 hpies
very difficult to do this on a break-even basis -efdes eat a
lot of hay — and the insurance rates were goingngshe was
trying to re-evaluate each property and each obthlelings on
the farm to be sure that she had the replacemémn ealequate
but no higher than necessary to keep the premiurdsrucon-
trol. Our neighbour, Edgar Chance — Mennonite, &éaad
buggy guy — was there on his tractor at the timewas doing
this.

She said, “Edgar, what would be the value of thated
shed if we had to replace it? | put $20,000 od.you think
that’s about right?” He said, “What do you mearplaee it?
And why do you put a value on it?” She said, “Weahé¢o in-
sure it in case of fire.” He said, “Why would yowosure it?”
She said, “Well, if it burns down, we have to reglat.” He
said, “If it burns down, we’d replace it. That's atmeighbours
do.”

Out of that notion of barn raising has come sonmethi
called the barn raisers council in our area, witighgs volun-
teers from different segments of our society — pulmistitu-
tions, private sector and so on — to establishehgreat vi-
sions of a community looking five, 10, 15, 20 yeans$. One of
the early ones that we fastened on was importameand it
had to do with learning and innovation, buildingat knowl-
edge institutions. The next one had to do withdng art and
culture in a more substantial way into our commyriibth for
the development and edification of our sense oface and
the artistic features of it, but also art and adtas an industry.

This notion of barn raising has been an importaetrte in eve-
rything we’ve done, neighbour helping neighbour.

Learning and innovation are priorities in the Yukdie
development of a knowledge economy through ingbitist
such as Yukon College is an exciting developmentife north
and for subarctic regions around the world.

Just a few moments ago, as | was chatting with Frem
Fentie, he was describing his notion of Yukon Qg#l¢oining
with other educational institutions in the nortthere one has
the sum that is much greater than the additionacheof the
parts — a kind of virtual higher education netwoskere each
contributes to the other and, as a consequencesrtie whole.
The smart and caring nation that we envision witvide its
people every opportunity to grow intellectually ttee best of
their ability. Canada should build a nation tharfes, but it
must also foster a nation that cares, a nationldio&s outward
beyond its borders to the wider world. In a globadi world,
leadership comes from the strength of our ideaglaagace of
our innovation. Through your commitment to learnamy in-
novation, volunteerism, philanthropy, a strong seatfamily
and community, Yukoners are taking charge of tbein des-
tiny.

| want to extend to you my appreciation for ansngiihe
call to service in so many ways, and | want to enage you to
continue your efforts as we move toward a smarteme car-
ing Canada. | want to thank you for being such xangple to
all of the rest of us. Merci.

Their Excellencies the Governor General of Canada, the
Rt. Hon. David Johnston, and Mrs. Sharon Johnston |eave the
Chamber

Speaker: I will now call the House to order. Please be
seated.

Debate on Motion No. 1260 resumed

Mr. Fairclough: Mr. Speaker, the Member for Klon-
dike brought forward a motion for us to debate —e twe felt
was pressing.

I've listed off a few things that this Yukon Parggvern-
ment has done over the last little while. What veebeen hear-
ing out there in the general public is that theg g Yukon
Party as a tired government, as a tired party gongrthis na-
tion. They see that the Yukon Party can’t be trista their
word in this Legislature and outside of this Houg&'ve seen
it time and time again. When they say one thing dadan-
other, the general public questions that.

They campaigned on improving decorum in this House
and we've seen the total opposite of that, paritylcoming
from the Premier himself, and that was classichia budget
speech he read out in this House last week. Allvilleon Party
feels what they can do right now is to say thatltherals are
bad, the NDP are bad, and they cannot governehisary.

They feel and they think that they are the onlyty#nat
can govern in the territory. Well, | think they'geing to have a
surprise in the next election. People are fed tygyTe tired of
broken promises. They're tired of the governmenirgaone
thing and doing another. They're tired of this gowveent say-
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ing, “We've made a decision. How do you like us foow
we can consult.” They're doing it backwards. Thatlsat took
place with the Yukon Party government over theio twan-
dates. They were lucky to get back in the last tifiteey are
lucky that the federal government has a pot of mpotiat
comes to the territory. They are lucky that theoveses and
metal prices have turned around and climbed so. higB002,
when the Yukon Party took over, the price of golsv#260 an
ounce and it's $1,300 now. Don't you think the piir sector
will take an interest in that and start spendingi@anoney out
there? Well, of course. We've been hearing thiv@tRoundup
in Vancouver over and over and over again. Prigatetor is
driving the economy here in the territory.

There are good things to say that the Yukon Paay h
done. I'm not going to totally say the Yukon Pahgs been
bad. We've had projects in the communities, andhdvk the
members opposite say, “Why don’t you vote for themz
support them, of course. The budgets aren’t ganiglt by us
voting against them. They're going to pass; weizeahat, and
they do too.

Our vote for the budget this year and in previoeary is a
confidence vote, and we're going to vote on the siflYukon-
ers who want a change and to see a different gmesthand a
different party governing this territory. That's athwe’re hear-
ing, time and time again. I'm sure the Yukon Pangmbers all
know it; they've been hearing it on the streetsatT¢thange is
going to happen.

| feel that the Yukon Party is going down the roadthe
Premier is, without his team behind him in the ayconducts
himself here in the Legislature and outside it. Wieu prom-
ise and say to the public, “We have a project higsegoing to
cost $5 million” and then, in a matter of a yeaturns into $25
million, well, you lose the trust of the people.

That is what has taken place in this mandate ofviieon
Party and they are asking: why does the public wanbte for
any party other than the Yukon Party? I'll lay euew reasons
for the members opposite to think about. It's netifathe
Yukon and its finances from Ottawa are going tallsestically
cut. It will be there. Those monies will be comifrgm the
taxes and royalty revenues. Those will be therea Asatter of
fact, 10 years down the road, should some of thedbivelop-
ments happen, there will be all kinds of moneyaasak royalty
revenues coming, but right now they will be goindXttawa.

| was pretty surprised at the Premier’s reactiorenviit
came to fighting for Yukon to keep some of our fbyaeve-
nues here in the territory. There was no fightYakon, actu-
ally. Talking to the development community, sometam out
there — and it's a very short time since we stattes sitting
— they agree. That was an issue that was brought ws at
the Roundup in Vancouver. It was an issue thathwasght up
to us by the leaders of the First Nations — thefshiThey are
talking about it. They are dealing with it. It do&sseem to be
of great interest on the part of the Yukon Party.

care facility in Watson Lake to turn it into a hdap— how it
would affect the Yukon in general. That discusgiim’t take
place. They made the decision and said, “How do lijj@ius
now?” Yukoners don't like it, and they will defielty have a
say — five minutes left, Mr. Speaker. Thank you.

What about other things I've talked about here?chamlit
was given to the First Nations. The Yukon PartgsaiVe did
it all since 2002.” Well, that planning that tookape years
back with regard to the land claim negotiationsndithappen
with the Yukon Party. There was no diversificatioh the
economy by the Yukon Party at all. Those negotietitook
place with a different party that happened to be New De-
mocratic Party, and when the Yukon Party got irytended
up signing on the dotted line. The work was alredalye.

| hear the Environment minister say, “Look how gooe
are — we have all kinds of habitat protection araiag parks
and protected areas in the territory.” Those weneedthrough
First Nations. It wasn't initiated through the Yuk@govern-
ment — not at all. The Yukon government was parthait
process but it was the lead of the First Natiora tlappened
here, and they know it. You know what? When we né#t
the leaders, they bring this up time and time agaifiThis is
ours.” Where was the Yukon Party when the develoyinoé
the Nordenskiold special management area took plad¢ey
brag about it today, but they sure as heck wetéelte in put-
ting that together. They were not part of it, batwnthey're
signing on the dotted line because, hey, what etegd they
do?

When it comes to planning schools, five were bdiliere
was a planning session that took place with thér€luwdh school
councils and it survived three different partieattigoverned
the territory. | would say putting the decision kdoto the
people’s hands was a good move.

The Yukon Party had a challenge to build a scio®ur-
wash, which | never hear anything about any mone, & H.
Collins school — they failed at both. They saidthis House
that the Yukon Party is going to build a school # RH.
Collins school, a replacement. But you know whattats not
going to happen. The Yukon Party is not going tdHsze. It's
a big-dollar item and, from what | hear from theuEation
minister, that amount of money for the replacenoéithe F. H.
Collins school has already grown by some $6 milliora mat-
ter of months. The Premier says, “If this isn't geent fiscal
management, | don’t know what is.” That's his mggsto the
general public right now. Well, there’s a lot to baid about
that, and Yukoners are smart people — a lot of atda; smart
people here — and they can read the Yukon Partykkdev
that this is a tired Premier and a tired governnaemt they are
on their way out. The public do not trust them amyre. They
have lost the trust of the public. We have hehed bver and
over. Just walk down the street here and talk toplee and
they will tell you the same thing.

They will say that they tell us that this is a gowaent that

Now we have heard some of the ministers say how thecannot be trusted and they are a tired, tired gowent and

like to plan, they like to talk with the people -hose who are
affected by decisions they made. Well, | didn’'t h@avhole lot
of discussion take place when they were buildiregektended

they need to go. The Yukon Party is trying to stheopeople
are to blame — still blaming people. Isn’t thatriedible? Two
mandates and they still can’t get over it, as éytlvant to be in
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opposition so badly. Well, they're going to haveittopportu-
nity to do that, because they are coming on thde sif the
House, and they will be replaced in the next ebectHowever
they go about doing this, all of the projects ttaty have listed
— man, | could think of some of the contracts ttwatk place
under the Yukon Party that even frustrated corractike the
building of the Dawson City bridge and so on. Nobd things
have been said in regard to that. That's it?
Speaker:  That's it.

Hon. Ms. Horne: | would like to talk about this mo-
tion for a few minutes today. Yukoners have shasiti me
how they wish that they could do more long-rangsitess
planning. One of the ideas put forward was to dallacapital
budget, so the budgets approved in the fall coelglanned,
designed and tendered for the next summer’s work.

| am given to understand that a fall capital budgettes
its own set of issues and that a one-budget apprdaesn’t
really make sense. It is not good for planning.

| like the approach of a five-year capital planvduld just
like to make a comment to something the MemberMayo-
Tatchun said. Contrary to the Member for Mayo-Tatghwe
aren’t saying the Liberals are bad. What we’re rsgys that
they're incompetent. It is the Liberal Party thatired and still
singing the same old song, only now it’s in a choir

| like the approach of a five-year capital plan. this
budget it is comprised of the following expenditfgy cate-
gory for 2011-12: $37.451 million for building asseboth new
and maintenance of existing buildings; $46.6 millfor trans-
portation infrastructure; $10.873 million for ITsads, inclusive
of school-based IT requirements; $66.99 million firunicipal
infrastructure, supported by Building Canada fun$27.349
million for other projects and programming; and ®21 mil-
lion for land development.

I am keenly interested in what this means spedi§idar
my riding. We have identified $2.3 million for wordn the
Morley River bridge deck replacement project, arair sure
all of us have passed over this bridge at Morley.d beautiful,
beautiful area, and | am pleased to see this wenkgbcarried
out. Also in my riding this means things like $Xrbilion for
Teslin roads and drainage upgrades. It means $13&}ts
year and $1.4 million in future years for Teslirsemic treat-
ment. As well, in this five-year capital plan is.$Imillion for
Ross River water systems upgrades and arsenioeaat

Because arsenic is of particular concern in Yukonkihg
water due to regulatory standard changes in 201 fubding is
being provided for arsenic treatment, including0%3. million
for systems upgrade and arsenic treatment in Rvss.R here
is $2.907 million for arsenic treatment upgradesnieet 2011
regulatory requirements in Teslin and other comtiesi We
have $100,000 for Teslin, phase 2 arsenic treatnAgaénic in
drinking water is absorbed by the body when youllewait
and distributed by the bloodstream. It does nogretite body
through the skin or by inhalation during bathingsbowering.
Health Canada and the International Agency for Refeon
Cancer consider arsenic a human cancer-causing. agest
results suggest that consuming water with very hégtels of

arsenic over a lifetime can increase the risk ofcea in inter-
nal organs. This is one of the reasons we are rgolarward
quickly on this issue.

There is $4,913,000 identified for work on the Rwbe
Campbell Highway. | know some members opposite daimp
that we are spending money on places other tharieidrise,
but we are simply being responsible for the erératory.

The fact of the matter is that the Campbell Highwagds
work. If we took the Liberal approach and killect teconomy,
like they did 10 years ago, then really, your highvwvould
only need to be built to withstand U-Haul-sizeddsaHow-
ever, under our watch we have transport trucksimguslupplies
and resources out of the region. For me, a highwayway to
generate wealth and revenue; it is a way to buildcal com-
munity and a local economy. | am pleased that veedming
just that.

Transportation links are critical to the developmefi
economies. | believe they go hand in hand with hbpieg
tourism opportunities, as well as resource-basqubipnities.
In my reply to the budget at the beginning of tinandate, |
spoke about the importance of roadwork. | committezh to
work to ensure the Robert Campbell Highway wasetzd) for
reconstruction initiatives of the Government of ¥nk

It is, and that work is being carried out. As thé.Afor
Faro and Ross River, the two communities most tfteby
this roadwork, | am very pleased to support thisiative. |
have been, and will continue to be, very vocal iy snpport
for work on the Robert Campbell Highway. My constitts
deserve to have a safe, reliable, high-quality road

The Robert Campbell Highway is the road between-Wat
son Lake and Carmacks. It is about 583 kilometag land it
provides access to two of the communities in miyngdFaro
and Ross River. It also connects, by the Canol Ribex$e two
communities to the third community in my riding,slia. Last
summer | visited these communities several timesluding
two trips in late August. | had the privilege ofbs¥ing my rid-
ing to someone who had never been there beforé.désve, |
was reminded of how beautiful the Yukon is. | ateought
about the skill and determination that earlier dests of the
region showed in creating transportation routesughout the
region.

As | said in this House before, | travelled dowe tanol
Road a few days before my birthday in Septembet, lanas
reminded of the strength of my mother, who gavéhbio me
on top of a mountain on the Canol Road. Our pichéad so
much strength and dexterity. They made their trazetes and
used them very efficiently. I'm very proud to hawiéngit heri-
tage.

In this five-year capital plan is a methodical aggmh to
roadwork. | think that is a very good move. It meaome
$3,400,000 for Faro water and sewer pipe replacemerk.

As | thought about what makes for a successful comm
nity, | was reminded about how important it is thet address
the basic necessities of life — things we don’hkhabout, but
that are so important to the quality of our liv€kings like safe
drinking water, which we take for granted here ink¥n, are
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so very important. I'll come back to water systeéms minute
when | get to the domestic well program.

Having spoken with many community members in Féaro,
am well aware of their concerns about the qualityheir un-
derground infrastructure. | would like to thank @gbinet col-
leagues for supporting my advocacy for improvedewatnd
sewer lines in Faro.

Speaking of Faro, we have $400,000 for the Fanpoetir
terminal building replacement. In the five-year italpplan is
$900,000 in both this year and next for territoriglevtransfer
stations. As a rural MLA, | am pleased to see Ieimg done.

We have $600,000 in each year for the domestic preH
gram. For those of us who don't live on piped wated have
to drill our own wells, these kinds of programs caake a real
difference in our daily lives.

We have a related program — actually, the well pogs
precursor — called the “rural electrification amtephone pro-
gram.” We are funding this for $600,000 each yeawall.

| would like to take a moment to just talk aboustfor a
minute.

The rural electrification and telecommunicationsgram
offers rural Yukoners an affordable and conveniemty to
have electrical or phone service extended to themerev it
might not otherwise be practical or possible. Bligiprojects
include single site connections, group installagiand alternate
energy systems for private use.

The Yukon government will finance up to 25 perceht
the assessed value of the property or group ofegtigs in a
defined area that a proposed project will servep®ity owners
may choose to repay their share of project cost limmp sum
or by paying a local improvement charge as patheir annual
property tax bill. A local improvement charge mag kepaid
over 15 years.

| would encourage interested constituents to cor@aen-
munity Services for more information.

We also have some $7,476,000 for corrections itrfres
ture and $3,580,000 for the secure assessmenecdiiite se-
cure assessment facility will ensure the highesidard of care
and protection for persons taken into RCMP custowjuding
the acutely intoxicated.

Liberal philosophy: if you don’'t see the probler,will go
away.

The Leader of the Official Opposition likes to ghgt they
really support the individual programs, but theyédao vote
against the budget. Yes, here is one example vtheyelooked
at a specific program at Sarah Steele and thegdldasdown.
They killed it. When we took office, our responsaswo con-
sult extensively with Yukoners, develop tBebstance Abuse
Action Plan and then implement it.

In addition to the many other changes we have made,
have also developed land-based treatment optioms ime
Yukon. | have to ask, if the members opposite @deut this
issue so much, why did they kill the program? Wiuoytdey
continue to vote against the funding for treatmprdgrams
that we have in place?

We have a plan going forward — the five-year cdgitan
that lays out what we are planning. This is a goumve —
good management, good governance, a good leader.

This government has proven that we listen to Yuksne
we listen to Yukoners and we will continue to list® Yukon-
ers. We make sure we consult and quickly implemédrat we
hear because, to put it simply, we care. That'sjalrimprov-
ing the quality of lives of Yukoners.

Ms. Hanson: It's interesting to rise to speak to Mo-
tion No. 1260. At the outset, I'd like to say tHaguess I'm
somewhat surprised that we’re actually discussirggitiea of
multi-year capital planning as if it were a new cept, as
though it should not be a part of actual good gowemt. For
this Yukon Party government to suggest that thegiseov-
ered multi-year capital planning is a bit of a &the I've been
in government for over 30 years, with many yeargegience
in multi-year capital planning, so I'm not quitersuwhat the
novelty is.

This motion is really about how the money for bigjpcts
is maximized in terms of local business and looal greation
in the Yukon. If that's what we want to talk abotliten | think
we should really focus on that. We should also euktedge
that this Yukon Party government has had massiveuats of
money to spend over the last couple of years arttbps that's

Persons detained by the RCMP can experience medicahy they're now suggesting it's time to think abgl&nning,

complications that require medical assessment apdrgision
to ensure safe care and control while they areustatly. The
secure assessment facility is an innovative mdusl will pro-
vide on-site medical assessment by medical prafeals. It
will also provide care for RCMP prisoners and suséon by
corrections officers with specialized training.

This is not the last word in how Yukon deals wigverely
intoxicated people. This work is a continuationoaf commit-
ment to address substance abuse througlsubstance Abuse

because they got caught short in demonstratingthiegt could
not manage the kinds of resources that were flowlmgugh
this territory. So we need to recognize that mdshe money
that has been flowing through this territory and Hiamanced
many of the excellent projects that we've now beéte to
catch up to pass demand, flowed through stimulaslihg —
the municipal rural infrastructure program, Builgi€anada,
CSIF and other sources of money. It wasn't becahisewas
money that this territory generated — this Yukontygov-

Action Plan, which speaks to harm reduction, prevention andg&rnment generated — on its own and it was then mgakicon-

education, enforcement and treatment initiativest. tne con-
trast what we are doing here with the five-yearitedyplan and
the Liberals’ approach.

The opposition’s action to address substance avaseto
actually shut down the Sarah Steele program. lgetreder that
for a moment. Yes, they actually shut down the mog The

scious decision to spend. These are targeted fadiiatives.
So if we really want to talk about how the money Ifig
projects is maximized in terms of local businesd ktal job
creation, then | think we need to talk about how fovern-
ment manages those funds. If we're talking aboojegtions
for expenditures, for budgets and for capital potgethen it's
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very important that we have assurance that theegtions are
accurate. If we can’'t have accurate projectionsntit’'s very

difficult to expect a contractor to make plans.y®o’re saying

that you're going to be spending X million dollahss coming

year. Contractors should be able to take thatedddnk as they
make their plans. That's clearly not what the traetord has
shown us.

There is a credibility gap between what's in theitd
projections and really what makes it to the budgehe next
year. For example, the 2010-11 capital projectivas the F.H.
Collins school construction, as people have notggbatedly
over the afternoon. The Dawson City district hegatir spoke
about a $9-million projection. We had land develepicosts
much lower. Suddenly, in 2011-12, we are talkingwba
much reduced level for the F.H. Collins constructiove are
talking about the Dawson City district heating pratjons ris-
ing from $9 million to $21.7 million and we arekaig now —
thankfully — about land development costs, or itwesat, of
about $40 million. Now if we believe that, that vidie great,
but do we have the ability to believe it?

Advanced warning to prepare for upcoming big prgec
would be good, but is this what the contractingustdy has
really been asking for? | mean, normal budget mees would
tell us that you know that you will be spending regrgoing
forward. The government contractors will be lookiagthe
projections. They will be looking at the actual bet as it
comes down though, because they know, based oreppsti-
ence — particularly over the last eight or ninergea- that
they can’t count, going forward, on actually seethg gov-
ernment delivering on that.

| would suggest that it's really not at the toptb& con-
tracting or construction industry’s wish list. itk what they'd
be really asking for, and have been asking fottaasparency
in the tendering and awarding of contracts, thatetbe a seri-
ous review of contracting regulations. | would aéggue that,
based on the experience of a number of projectsitfirout this
territory that have made the media and that haem Iseibject
to debate in this House, that the whole issue lefsource con-
tracting needs to be looked at as well.

tually spending it according to what your plans, &rdink we
are going to be coming back time and time agaigjnga
“Where is the actual plan? Where is the impleméentatf that
plan?” Although, | am somebody who can be convinaed
hopefully we will see that the government is comamgund to
our way of thinking. If that is true, we will be yehappy.

On Monday the Minister of Education talked abowt the-
cision to pull back on the building of the F. H.IBws school.
At that time he said that we recognize that theneowy is very
hot in the territory and that our construction wenare work-
ing on a number of different projects, not onlWifhitehorse,
but throughout many of the communities. We haved&am
the contracting associations that we need to wodnsure that
we have long-term sustainable projects. Well, mkht is a bit
late.

Most of the big projects and most of the money,thatl
mentioned at the outset, is coming to this teryiter the flow-
through funds from the federal government that wargeted
for specific projects — really, the cows are outtieé barn.
Those monies have been dedicated and/or spent.

This government probably has a very good reasonhior
current spending spree it's on. At least we knogyltte telling
us they have another $38 million that they cangflinto the
public arena between now and the fall. They'reitagkabout
having this very prudent approach to budgeting @ndapital
planning. I think there may be a link to a fallalen.

As | said at the outset, this motion is really abkeeping
more of the project spending in the local econoWvg. know
that when we hire local, more money stays in thmll@con-
omy. My colleague, the Member for Mount Lorne, spdk
this earlier today. It is spent on local suppliensl manufactur-
ers; it comes to the territory to increase locabpooations and
corporate income tax. When more local workers aredhon
projects, more money stays in the territory throtigéir per-
sonal income tax. They're not flying in and out goaying
their income tax elsewhere. Resident workers ghema their
wages at the local stores. They buy homes; theydany and
ATVs. So what we do need to recognize and whenethave
been some real challenges in working with this govent, is

So | think that the motion that the member, Deputythere’s a real barrier to our ability to do thistiwthe big pro-

Speaker — that you, | guess, the Member for Kloadhat is
— sorry, | guess I'll apologize right now for usirgpersonal
pronoun. | do think that what the motion is reahout is keep-
ing more money in the territory, and | agree. Tisisa great
concept, whether it applies to the current miningro or the
construction boom. But also, it's about the wayd areans that
we go about it. Does giving a little bit of inforti@n, which is
highly likely to vary, going to lead to more monkging kept
in the Yukon? Perhaps, but | don’t think you cailda strong
case on that argument.

Spacing out capital projects is another idea, amd wyill
recall that the Yukon NDP has been raising thisdsfor the
last few years in this House about the idea of isgacut the
projects so local contractors can bid on them. \&eehraised
this for years; we’'ll continue to raise it becaitsdoesn’t seem
to be sinking in. | can see where you are sayingam going
to plan it going forward now, but given the tragcord of ac-

jects, mainly because of th&greement on Internal Trade,
which this Yukon government signed on with the i&#s€Can-
ada.

You know, before we had thégreement on Internal
Trade, we had Yukon hire. We had financial incentiveshiie
locally and this did benefit the local industriesry much.
Now, with the Agreement on Internal Trade, our contractors
and our workers are up against it from contractmm®ss the
country. There are those who would suggest thdt thi2 nego-
tiations of the agreements with the European UnQETA —
there have been real concerns being expressedaly fmovin-
cial and municipal governments that this may opgrtoumore
European companies winning bids on big project<s haerd
flying in workers from outside Yukon. | suggesttbh@ Minister
of Tourism that she may want to look at increagimg flights
from Germany here because that’s quite a possibilit
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We are a small jurisdiction. It's hard to compete lig
projects. We've been asking over and over again rd i&
we’re talking about capital planning, then we algant to be
talking about the return to this territory on tleispenditure of
monies. So let's hear about the percentage of werkem
Yukon hired to work at Mayo B, the percentage ofrkeos
from Yukon hired to work at the staff residenceoaer the
river, and the percentage of Yukon workers hirediook at the
hospital projects in Dawson and Watson Lake.

How many of the workers who are benefiting fromsthe
large capital expenditures by this Yukon Party gomeent are
coming from outside of the territory? We've asked these
numbers and, to date, we've not received them.

Throughout the Premier’'s so-called stimulus budgets
have asked for breakdowns on jobs created as waugand
build big projects. We have still not received théme think
that that would be important information to offerthe citizens
of Yukon — not simply listing a litany of expendigs, but talk
about what that means for the Yukon economy.

So, Mr. Speaker, this motion, to a large extentieglly
just window dressing. | don’t see that this goveeninhas any
real solutions for retaining financial benefitsy f®eping more
of the revenue in the territory, and for being tixeain making
rules that will benefit local industry and leadwell-paid jobs
for Yukoners.

One of the things that we talked about earlier thasssue
of ensuring transparency and working with contrexct@he
Deputy Speaker spoke about this, urging contradtortake
advantage of the knowledge that they will have pilag for-
ward for five years. | think it's really importatihat we also
acknowledge that there is still some work to beedorhouse
within the Government of Yukon. Highways and Pullorks
did a survey in 2009 on the contacting regulationgew. It
does demonstrate that there are some serious itmiereed to
be addressed by this Yukon Party government torerthere is
confidence in the process these contractors argylesked to
engage in.

When you look at the contractors’ feedback withpezs to
the issues of preparation for bids, the suppornftbe Yukon
government, the competitive bidding requiremerits, grocess
around evaluation and contract administration,ghierquite a
variety of scoring that goes with respect to theslef comfort
and confidence the contracting industry has dematest or
feels is their assurance they are going to getraléal, essen-
tially.

If we look at the preparation of bids, contractevere
asked if the Government of Yukon provides suffitieme and
information for businesses for the preparation bica Over 35
percent of the contractors — 37 percent, to betexasaid no.
When they were asked if the Yukon government predidde-
guate ongoing support to businesses throughoubitherepa-
ration process, 40 percent said no.

There are some real issues and credibility gaps her
cause, if we're telling people there is all thismag, but we're
not facilitating local businesses and local corttrexcto actually
benefit from it, there are some problems. Of resloern to me
and to the Yukon New Democratic Party was the nespdo

the question of whether or not the Yukon governnpeatides
a fair and transparent opportunity for businessatnpete on
potential contracts — a fair and transparent opmity for

businesses to compete. Forty-nine percent saidThat is a
significant number, and it does raise some seigoaserns.

Similarly, on the evaluation and award aspect ef ¢bn-
tracting process, contractors were asked if bidsived by the
Yukon government are evaluated and awarded in raafail
transparent manner. More than one-third — 35 perokoon-
tractors — said no.

Similarly, when the last question was asked abloatad-
ministration of contracts — so, again, we are agkiontractors
to work with the Government of Yukon to take adwea@ of
these capital projects. But we want to make suae dhce you
enter into an administrative contract with anothedy — with
the government — that it's dealt with in an effeetimanner.
So, once awarded, they were asked: are contranihistered
by the Yukon government in an effective manner? gbe-
ernment’s own response to the survey was that 88 pt of
contractors do not feel that they are awarded oraged in an
effective manner.

So, Mr. Speaker, | think that although the intemtie- per-
haps of what | said at the outset — the sub-inb@ntf this
motion ostensibly is to tout the idea of multi-yeaipital plan-
ning, which | think anybody who is in business orgovern-
ment for any length of time would recognize is diyngood
business practice. So | don't think we need to cemimany
further on the notion that multi-year capital plangnis stan-
dard practice. It really is one of the most effeetivays of en-
suring that project money is spent to develop amtthece the
local economy, and I'm not convinced that what e@eéhheard
from the Yukon Party this afternoon or over therseuof the
last nine years will do that. | think we have —ves've said
numerous times — a credibility gap. What we neebdsee-
ing is an actual continuity — you can plan all ywant, but
unless you are prepared to actually commit to deling next
year and the year after and the year after on thiases, then it
is just another piece of paper.

I think Yukoners will judge this party, the Yukomufy, on
their track record and not on the promises, as adldhey may
be, on those lovely promises going forward. Thel lvé look-
ing back and saying, “Did they deliver on the cotmneints
they made?” | think the assessment will be no.

Hon. Ms. Taylor: There really must be an election in
the air because I've heard nothing but — how datl ip —
electioneering, although | have heard many membaying
we’re doing anything but electioneering. Call itavtyou will;
it has been a really interesting debate. There baea a lot of
interesting comments put forward by members. | wanget
into that shortly. It's really fascinating, actyal— discussion
and points made by members opposite about their eakthe
economy and about their take on capital improvemémtthe
Yukon and employment of people from Outside antbsit.

| want to start off my remarks by thanking the Memfor
Klondike for bringing forward this timely motiont is a timely
one. It is certainly something that we have disedssom oc-
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casion to occasion in the Legislature, but it lmsld with in-
vestments — strategic investments.

| want to say that in the Yukon, when it comes &0 gov-
ernment cultivating partnerships, it continues &aéabpriority,
whether it has been partnerships with the YukostRiations,
our sister territories, the federal government, itipal gov-
ernments, business or industry. Since taking officg002, one
of our government’s key priorities has been to pytema very
strong, diversified and sustainable economy. Welgae this
very well by working in partnership with others doeate op-
portunities for economic growth.

nificant growth in capacity in our area. There acee very
good plans going forward we have been able to igeand
meet from year to year.

Each of the departments adhere to their respebtidgets
that are put forward, but they do know that thera minimum
sum each and every year for IT. So it is very intgoairto take
note of that because that has also led to corenelitpees for
capital building maintenance projects of about $filion
from here on out.

When we talk about ongoing expenditures for combrac
looking for years out, these may be smaller prsjediaybe for

I know from time to time governments can put manyindividual companies that are the Mom-and-Pop nrashiof

points forward about capital initiatives, and ittige that capi-
tal initiatives can create that climate that's cacide to the
growth of the private sector and others but, atehd of the
day, it does take partnerships in order for anghim work,
especially here in the territory. Put politics &sid- | know it's
difficult for all of us members to do, but parkait the door, call
it what you will. At the end of the day, partnershiare key to
sustaining the economy and to ensuring we haveod goality
of life here in the territory.

Spending responsibly and investing in areas witbnst,
sustainable economic growth potential has beenhandiey
priority and one that we have worked very harddbieve. As
one of two jurisdictions in the country to have fieancial
resources — that is, no net debt; in fact, we tmgavings ac-
count, we have money in the bank — and, by the wayre
one of two jurisdictions in this country to haveath— it has
afforded the Yukon to be able to invest in the kdgastructure
to assist in the creation of jobs in the short teaswell as pro-
vide an environment for long-term investment analgh.

So I've been very pleased to be able to see withé
budget and to be able to talk about the motionreefs about
the financial position that is contained within tnedget, about
the net financial situation that Yukon finds itsilf It contains
an annual surplus, it has positive net financiabteces, and a
position forecast from here on out. There are &ryng indi-
cators of not only the government’s plans for cmmgid finan-
cial health but it also gives a very clear pictarewhat we are
to do, moving forward; hence the debate on the imealr
capital budget. For example, we're committed tdeee-year
plan of annual core expenditures that are relaiedformation
technology of $6.5 million.

| take it back several years go, when this wasarea in
the Government of Yukon that was relatively low.ditin’t
have any stability in terms of having a stable faogdbase
moving forward. That is one thing on which the Goweent of
Yukon did move forward.

Today we're sitting at $6.5-million plus each yeamd that
has been built up over the subsequent years sib@2. 2s a
result of that investment — it was a strategic staeent — not
only did it make sense but it has also helped boddacity
within the IT sector. We talk about the knowledgetsr as
being an area of diversifying our economy, addiogthie
strength of the territory, and | think this is omally great ex-
ample of where that particular expenditure haslredun some
great net benefits to the private sector, andstdignalled sig-

the territory — of which there are many and are lihekbone
of the territory, | might add — these expendituagmin pro-
vide that stability and it is something that th@a®ments can
also look to prioritize what those key building m&inance
projects shall be, based on that budget going @m e and
year out.

Of course likewise we have identified almost $4Tliani
for highways and airports and over $41 million fand devel-
opment in the upcoming fiscal period. | think tlsatery im-
portant to point out as well.

There have been suggestions as to how we shou@bke
ing for more flights from Germany. Well, I'm verjgased to
say that we are building capacity from overseasthatlin fact
is what led to the expansion of the Whitehorseriratonal
Airport terminal building. Of course, that startethny years
ago with the expansion of the runway and so fddhthe ex-
pansion of the parking in order to accommodate tihge
growth in population that we've experienced in teeritory
over the last number of years, but as well in ti@dase in the
traffic coming through our airport. In fact, | thint was since
the last four or five years that we've experieneed think it
has been probably over a 25-percent increase itradfic of
those people planing and deplaning in the airpodny of
which belong to overseas. We receive direct flighasn over-
seas and are soon to build on those.

Of course, credit has to also be given to compdikiesAir
North, Yukon’s airline, which has been able to —aa®sult of
working with industry, working with governments ass the
spectrum, all orders, levels of government — grbeirtairline
and are doing a maghnificent job in collaborationpartnership,
with the Vuntut Gwitchin government.

| think that is a tremendous success and | palyimgtout
gratitude for Air North and the stellar servicetttteey provide
and the enhanced delivery of flights that they mtey they
very much work very closely on the tourism sectmd of
course working with them are our gateway citie¥aficouver,
Calgary, Edmonton: all key to the growth of theitery. We
are really pleased to be able to enhance our bsidgemarket-
ing those particular areas because of the direca@iess to
those areas and because of the great successnig dige to
attract those individuals to Yukon.

Of course, when we talk about highways, we needuate
good roads in order for Yukoners to travel, in orftg goods
to be delivered, services to be provided, for @rsitto be ac-
commodated, and | am very pleased again that ikeaesig-
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nificant dollar amount in this year’s budget foglmvay infra-
structure, which will be increased year after year.

I think it's very pertinent to say that there isvaole host
of initiatives in the capital plan moving forwarsbme that are
midway, some that are winding down, and some taaeh't
even started. But | can speak with great pridenitfatives,
investments in the waterfront, for example — Cassrand
Whitehorse — and the major transformations thahewe seen
as a result of investment such as that. You kntwe,Heard the
members opposite, specifically from the Third Paggying
that it's all Government of Canada money.

Well, I actually have to correct the record. Itatmll Gov-
ernment of Canada money. It's actually an investnignthe
municipalities, by the First Nations, by the Govesnt of
Canada, by the Government of Yukon. It's by wayindfa-
structure funds made available through the Goveminod
Canada but which leverages funding through otherego
ments.

We're very appreciative of those partnerships thate
made available initiatives such as the two cultoealtres going
up. Kwanlin Dun First Nation combines a new Whitet®o
community library and there’s the Champagne andihik
First Nations cultural centre as well. That in litde about a
$12-million expenditure and is housed within thetniscal
budget. Kwanlin Dun, for example, is a $22-milligritiative
of which there is $1.5 million, because the projscgoing so
well that it is ahead of time and is on budgetml ery thank-
ful of investments in our waterfront. As | mentighene only
has to take a look at the Yukon Quest, for examphey held
their starting lineup at Shipyards Park and youvkrioat is an
area that we have seen improved over the yearshaMe seen
a number of heritage buildings being restored at #irea. We
have seen the refinement of trails and lighting. Ndee seen
facilities like the Old Fire Hall being transformeuhd refur-
bished; likewise the roundhouse. The expansion lof t
MacBride Museum — | was there last night at thek&ft of
the hockey history exhibit. What an amazing fagiié all | can
say.

Kudos to MacBride Museum, the board of directong t
staff and to the executive director for just doamgamazing job
in leveraging funding from other governments, thiggie sec-
tor and private donations. But you know, it's amammple of an
investment in a facility that has grown and growrd grown
and it continues to grow. It has leveraged growtlotber im-
provements on the waterfront. We see new housivglde-
ments going up along the waterfront, including ¢tmet is be-
ing put up by Yukon Housing Corporation.

Now | just wanted to say that there are some otoen-
ments made about there being absolutely nothirigisnoudget
for those in need of housing. | think there wasneze&omment
about affordable housing initiatives going up inpBer Ridge
or Logan or call it what you will, according to theember op-
posite. You know, | have to take a little bit ofu® there, be-
cause individuals who live in Copper Ridge or LogarArkell
— and in this case, it actually wasn't even builany of those
areas; it was built in the new subdivision of Ingrdy the way

— are just as deserving as those in any other iarélze city
and the territory.

I have to say that, through the Yukon Housing Coapo
tion, thank you to those officials who have workesty dili-
gently with the community and the Government of &m
over the last number of years in putting up oved hBw units
of affordable housing in the territory. Again, itdbout an in-
crease of 40. | know the members opposite donltyre@pre-
ciate hearing it again, but | think it's a goodleefion on how
much has been done over the last number of yearst |
enough? Absolutely not. There’s always work to baed The
one challenge in government is that there is alvgaysg to be
funding pressure. It does come back to prioritias. very
proud to be part of a government that, despitécisih being
shared — and that’s all of our job to share our q@enspec-
tives and those on behalf of constituents — butdweand we
have done our best to provide a balance of medtiagocial
side of the spectrum as well as the economic sideeospec-
trum.

I'm very pleased to be able to have been part ahéia-
tive that provides 30 new units plus of affordabtausing for
single-parent families, of which, unfortunately, men and
children happen to comprise the lion’s share. But &now,
Mr. Speaker, it is a fine facility. | am so proufitieat facility. |
know there is a lot of naysaying on the oppositaecheabout
that, but thank goodness for it. And thank goodriessthe
other 120 units of affordable housing made avadad well.

| just want to take a couple more minutes. | knohave
only a couple more minutes left. When we talk alftyuin and
fly-out, there was some reference about individealsing to
the Yukon through the Yukon nominee program andiogm
from all over. Well, you know, we all arrived here | was
actually born and raised here, so | can’t reallylsarived here
from Outside, but I'd say that probably a good dhwh the
population did arrive here from other places, arwhat has
made the Yukon today. | think we should all be vergud of
the cultural diversity in our territory. So to talssue with indi-
viduals arriving through the Yukon nominee progrdnsay
shame on those members because individuals coredirare
contributing — by the way, who are also being spoed
through employers in the territory. | think it's ryeimportant
that they are contributing to our economy and amréduting
to the social health of the territory as well. $juvanted to put
that on the record.

In terms of theAgreement on Internal Trade, that is an
agreement that was signed on by every provinceemitbry in
this country and finally came to fruition after aibd5 years or
so. It is something that everyone is having to waeitk, having
to deliver, and | can say, very safely, that theme companies
within the Yukon that do a fine job of exportinghdre are
wonderful examples of companies like Northerm thaks
work in the Northwest Territories and other paftthe country
because they built the capacity and they have Hikyato
compete with the rest of the country. | feel tlyas, it is some-
thing we have to work on, something we have to gtégntion
to, but it is something to which every other jurisehn in this
country has signed on.
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| know my time is up, but I'd just like to thankehMem-
ber for Klondike again for bringing forth this imgpant motion,
and | commend it to the rest of the House.

Mr. Mitchell:
listening to members this afternoon, debating thodion from
the Member for Klondike — Motion No. 1260.

You know, as | listened to the debate this aftemodo
thought that the main purpose of today’s motion wasport-
edly to debate whether or not this House shoula ymgvate
sector companies to review the five-year capitahpind then
to make their plans accordingly, based on thatt Wuald be a
debate worth having. It sounded like much of thbatle this
afternoon coming from the government side — froethinis-
ters who spoke — indicates that the debate is reitver
whether or not there should be a five-year cajpitah or even
whether or not there should be capital projectsabse there
has been much criticism of members on this sidd@fHouse
that implies that we don’t want to see capital sjpeg. | don’t
know where that comes from.

But this motion urges Yukon private sector conwextto
review the Government of Yukon's multi-year capifabn
contained in the 2011-12 budget that identifiedtehpriorities
and the related expenditures over the next foursyéacluding
the three-year plan of core expenditures.

It goes on to say they should do so “...in order ham
maximum benefit for their companies and employéesugh
the certainty provided by these stable, predictdbie-term
government investments in the identified key sector

So let’'s look at those two issues. First of allging
Yukon'’s private sector contractors to review thenpl— | dare
say that they already do. The private sector revidhe budgets
and the extended long-term capital plans of anyegawent,
regardless of political stripe, and they have bdeimg so for
years and years and years, as long as there hamébbdgets.

them. The reason that activity is higher here \migher world
mineral prices is because we actually have goldwadave
lead and we have zinc and we have copper and we inav
lybdenum. We are blessed to have these resourceshsn

It is with great interest that | have been gold prices, which were at some $260 when the hibgov-

ernment was in office last, are at $1,340 per ouhtce past
week, of course there’s going to be a fervour afveg.

I might also add that as long as the United Stateésmer-
ica continues to print money as fast as it will dinyd call it
“quantitative easing”, which near as | can telh@&v-speak for
printing money as fast as it can dry, gold is gdimgtay high
because its valuation is not based on industriahathel; it's
based on a lack of confidence in the U.S. dollar many other
paper currencies.

The base mineral prices — we know that they wotay s
high forever. We hope that we’ll get the most bérmft of the
current upturn with some good planning. Of couvegre talk-
ing here about planning today. To go back to tioigtpof why
is it higher here than elsewhere, | would suggeshé Minister
of Economic Development to take a look at the amaiiroil
and gas activity that goes on in Alberta and Sa$leatan.
Why in this era of $90, $100 oil is there so muabrenactivity
in Alberta and in Saskatchewan than in Yukon? Wethpbably
because they have more known reserves of oil asdSyapeo-
ple will look for minerals and they will look foresources
where they have a good expectation of finding thermope
perhaps the Minister of Economic Development hasnied
something today and he can stop setting up a laaknder-
standing in his comparisons.

Similarly, the Minister of Economic Development a&
ways talking about how could there have been econaie+
velopment under the last Liberal government whey tiidn’t
have a stand-alone Department of Economic Develafime
Well, first of all, I would point out that none ¢fie members
sitting here today were part of that government, rieverthe-

Of course, last year when the Premier gave his étudgless, one answer | would give them is to checkhenstructure

speech, he heralded the supposedly innovative +mfere-
seen innovation of having a multi-year capital plBat when |
looked back at previous Liberal and NDP budgetseth lirom
the Duncan and McDonald governments — | found thate
was the same multi-year plan in the budget booksn-the
books themselves. And the Premier, as the Membefltmne
SO accurately points out, sat as a member of the §overn-
ment, so he should have remembered that. He sihawvel re-
membered it, but we will get to some of the Pretaidroughts
and comments a little later.

In listening to the minister responsible for the Kgn
Housing Corporation this afternoon, | heard hiningitone of
his favourite phrases. He has done it in Questienpg and he
has done it in the afternoon in this House. Hestalkout the
fact that the Minister of Economic Development sayarld
mineral prices, we refer on this side to the chamgevorld
mineral prices, don't we understand that they asddvmineral
prices, and why are some of these activities 2@4gimgher in
Yukon than in other jurisdictions?

| would point out to the Minister of Economic Dewpt
ment that you should understand this: mines areeveu find

— and the Member for Pelly-Nisutlin should do this well,
because she is apparently keenly interested in—thcheck on
the government structure of departments in Albemae they
are so fond of referring to Alberta. | don't thitlkey have a
stand-alone Department of Economic Development thieg
certainly aren’t suggesting that they don’t havg anonomic
development in Alberta. One would think that marfyttee
members opposite are Albertans for as often as téfy to
Alberta.

So again, these are statements that don’t hold rmezn-
ing.

Now, if things were as good, and things are reddyigood
for us in the Yukon — we know that — as the Ministé Eco-
nomic Development says they are, we would ask, ddgs the
food bank need to assist an ever-increasing nuwi¥ukon-
ers? Because that's what the executive directotheffood
bank reports and we have all been to these furatsaier the
food bank and we are told that, almost as fasheg tan re-
plenish the shelves, they empty out again. So $guwe would
say that many, many Yukoners are doing well andeveappy
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about that. Some are not and are struggling andeee to do
more about that.

Now getting back to this five-year capital plan, veesaid
it's a fantasy to believe that this government Vdllow the
plan. Why have we said that? Well, we've seen exasio-
day. Other members have cited them. But | haveweplans
in front of me and I’'m looking at various examplésast year,
in the five-year capital plan, there is one sethombers for
work that's going to be done on primary highwaykeii the
next year, we get a completely different set of hars. Again,
last year, the government said there would be $dd#ilibn for
land development in the very first year of the fixgar plan —
the very next year. Now that amount is $41.9 millio

How are contractors going to effect the second pfttis
motion — the part that says, “...in order to obtaiaximum
benefit for their companies and employees through der-
tainty provided by these stable, predictable lcgmgat govern-
ment investments...”

They're not very stable and they're not very preatite if
one amount goes up by two and one-half times aed, ths
we’ve seen in the case of F.H. Collins school jutw months
ago — last year there it was in the five-year apitan.

It was down as being $24.4 million for F.H. Collisshool
for this year’s budget. Contractors thought, “Wave, can now
make plans to bid on this major contract.”

We know that from an education point of view anahira
pedagogical point of view that this is great newsthe parents
of those children who go to that school. They act just
Riverdale residents. They are not only from achkdgtehorse
— residents from across Yukon, from as far awa@kasCrow,
from Burwash, from Destruction Bay, from Haines clion,
and from all across Yukon, come to Whitehorse dtehd that
school. So this was good news. | know from speakingem-
bers of the school advisory committee and the phgnoom-
mittee that they were quite excited about it. Tingre quite
shocked to suddenly see the money disappear framyéar's
budget and move forward yet another year. The Nénisf
Community Services — | heard him earlier this afeem when
he was on his feet — said, “Don’t worry. We are ooitted to
building that school.”

Well, it's difficult to judge the commitment wherhd
money has now been pushed to beyond the mandatisof
government. Now they're beyond the mandate of timeeat
government. | guess they're hoping to get re-etbce they
can try and fulfill that commitment, but that's yet be seen
because an awful ot of Yukoners are disappointethé bro-
ken promises.

What else? Last year, the government said therédwmi
$8.8 million for bridges on primary highways in tepear’s
budget. The budget comes out. It's zero. The YuKomising
Corporation wasn’t even categorized in the lasttiryalar plan,
but over $7 million is now listed in the 2011-12imastimates.
Speaking of the Yukon Housing Corporation — and/thave
done many good things and we commend the offietalall of
the people who work for the Housing Corporation e+ yes,
taking advantage of the stimulus money and takithgpatage
of the money that started to flow under the Libg@ernment

when Prime Minister Paul Martin created the nomheousing
trust — some $50 million of which came to Yukon aradried
forward under the current government. Yes, it ipanmtant that
we've built more facilities.

| say to the Tourism minister, who felt that theras such
opposition to the single-parent housing — the nahenged a
number of times, so it was confusing — that the fachere
has been a need for this kind of housing. Theresimugle par-
ents that struggle to find affordable housing. e glad to see
that that need is going to be addressed — at lease ad-
dressed than if that didn't exist. But there arenynather
groups of people across the economic spectrum whateug-
gling with affordable housing and that would brimg another
fact, which is the fact of the monies that get masifiorward
when this government couldn’t work cooperativelythwihe
City of Whitehorse early enough and long ago endoghctu-
ally plan for additional housing and plan for aduial land to
be developed. We saw money in previous budgetshtdtto
be lapsed and revoted that was going to be fodélvelopment
of additional lots in the City of Whitehorse andass the terri-
tory that didn’t come to fruition.

Now the Member for Pelly-Nisutlin, the Minister dfis-
tice, was on her feet earlier this afternoon aredistlicated that
the members on this side don’t support the constmicof
roads, that they are not happy to see highway dpwent, that
they are not in favour of there being roads builtateas be-
cause not a lot of people are living there and we'tdunder-
stand there are needs for mining companies. We retaohel
that very well, because my colleagues and | haea lgeing to
the Roundup ever since we were elected, and weickrt
speak to mining companies. We understand the irapoet of
the roads. It's interesting, though, because Iktlire minister
should perhaps be giving that lecture to her leader

Since everybody is into reading quotes from long tm
day, here’s one. This comes from the Hon. Premieudget
reply speech on February 22, 2000 — granted, hesittasy as
a member of the NDP at the time. Here’s what he: s@in the
other hand, the Yukon Party would have us backé Dark
Ages, focused on one sector of our economy — miringnd
spending all the capital dollars in road buildimgyen there are
so many other facets of our economy that are darttrig to
the turnaround that we are experiencing today.”

That was his view of roads and mining just 10 ory&éars
ago — | guess 11 years ago. | thought that wouldebs/ant
because we have heard so many quotes from diffarentbers
and what they said 10 or 11 years ago. But whatoviaks are
interested in is —

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

Point of order

Speaker:  The Hon. Premier, on a point of order.

Hon. Mr. Fentie: Mr. Speaker, the fact of the matter is
that our Standing Orders require that needlesstitiepe be
addressed. The Liberal leader is continuing on witledless
repetition.

Speaker:  On the point of order.



7358

HANSARD

February 9, 2011

Mr. Mitchell:
peated anything. | have used a different quote &awhand a
different number each time since | started speaking

Speaker’s ruling
Speaker:
point of order, simply a dispute between members.
Leader of the Official Opposition, you have theofipand
you have five minutes left.

Mr. Mitchell:
have other quotes we could read if we wanted to.

The fact is that the purpose of this motion is teairage
the contractors to do what they're already doingread the
multi-year plan — that's a good idea — and thengssts it's
in order to obtain maximum benefit for their comjggnand
employees through the certainty provided by théakle, pre-
dictable, long-term government investments. Whatwaeild
say is that that is going to be difficult for thdmacause there is
no certainty when we see schools moved a year fdives if
they were jacked up and put on the back of a tarak hauled
away, or when we see bridges that were budgetgdedlicted
to be built disappear out of the budget once wea@#te actual
year, or when we see land development amounts gandp
down, without rhyme or reason.

It's difficult for the private sector to be preditie and to
count on this government doing what it says itasg to do. In
fact, the Auditor General told us this in 2007 wisée said that
this government failed in its ability to bring pects in on time
and under budget. In fact, here’s what she sajhmagraph 50
of her report at that time: “In the 10 projectsttive looked at,
we did not find any documented project plans thearty set
out a strategy and course of action for completingroject,
including proposed quality control and quality assize proc-
esses, work schedule, cost planning and projent-teganiza-
tion. In five cases, we observed changes in scopedasign
imposed by client departments doing the projecivegf, re-
sulting in both cost increases and delays. In socases the
problems were beyond the department’s control.”

There's lots more in that report and lots more tivat
could say, and | know my time is short here. Weaatjeurning
a little earlier today, and the Member for Pellystiliin sounds
disappointed at that. But in fact here is anotht&resting thing
in that report. This talks to predictability foretlprivate sector.
It talks about the facilities in Watson Lake andwi3an City.
You might have heard more about that and may reate m
about that next week when the Auditor General dabke the
report on the Department of Health.

Paragraph 54: “The roles and responsibilities fraojget
management staff and the client department werecleatrly
defined for the multi-level care facility projedtsWatson Lake
and Dawson City.” She went on to say in Decemb@&420at
the department — that's referring to a departmehene the
minister for it was then the Member for Riverdaleuth —
recommended that it decline the assignment of theeepro-
jects. In June 2005, the Minister of Highways anable
Works, on behalf of the department, declined resiiility for

On the point of order, | haven't re-

the projects — imagine that. The minister had tarngto Cabi-
net and decline.

Motion to adjourn debate
Mr. Mitchell: Mr. Speaker, being that there was an

From the Chair's perspective, there is noagreement today and that we all have a very impbdaner

to attend, | move that debate on Motion No. 126(hbe ad-
journed.

Speaker: It has been moved by the Leader of the Offi-
cial Opposition that debate on Motion No. 1260 losvrad-

That’'s good to know because we dojourned.

Motion to adjourn debate on Motion No. 1260 agreed to

Speaker:
p.m. tomorrow.

This House now stands adjourned until 1:00

The House adjourned at 5:00 p.m.

The following document was filed February 9, 2011:

11-1-168

Old Crow Drinking Water Improvement; project states
port: letter (dated December 17, 2010) to DariugassIMLA,
Vuntut Gwitchin, from Hon. Archie Lang, Minister com-
munity Services (Elias)



