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Yukon Legislative Assembly
Whitehorse, Yukon
Thursday, February 10, 2011 — 1:00 p.m.

Speaker: I will now call the House to order. We will
proceed at this time with prayers.

Prayers
DAILY ROUTINE

Speaker:  We will proceed at this time with the Order
Paper.

Are there any tributes?
TRIBUTES

In recognition of Eating Disorder Awareness Week

Hon. Ms. Horne: Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the As-
sembly, | rise to pay tribute to Eating Disorder @&eness
Week, February 6 to 12. The National Eating Disordéor-
mation Centre has picked the theme “Celebrating ratural
sizes” for the week.

The purpose of this week is to raise awarenesowf $0-
cial pressures and unrealistic media portrayalscoatribute to
unhealthy self-images. Women, especially young wonage
particularly prone to eating disorders, but meriegufom them
too.

According to the National Eating Disorder Infornoeti
Centre, people with eating disorders can feel ptassr They
seek to gain a sense of control over their livesrayipulating
their eating. This behaviour is a way of copinghwife’s prob-
lems, but it often leads to much more serious moisl

Like many health issues, prevention of the problism
much better than trying to cure it. We can all tpket in pre-
venting eating disorders by not glorifying unretidisbody
shapes, whether in film or in print, or by talkinout what it
means to have a healthy body size and shape.

Let’s inform ourselves about eating disorders aad ho
prevent them so that they can become a thing opdst. Our
bodies want to stay at their natural, healthy weigte should
strive for that, rather than allow societal pressuto dictate
what we should look like.

Gunilschish.

In recognition of White Cane Week

Hon. Ms. Horne: | rise on behalf of the House in
honour of White Cane Week. This week is set asideatse
awareness about the abilities of the visually imgzhiin our
society.

According to the Canadian Council of the Blind, tely
years of White Cane Week focused on obtaining gebdbili-
tation and blindness prevention. Organizers nowhersize the
equal capabilities and talents of people who aiedbdnd vi-
sion impaired.

Visually impaired people are part of our everydases.
They earn a living, participate on boards and caees, and
enjoy the benefits of a full life. While losing yoeyesight is
not easy, it does not condemn you to a life oftsdé.

A number of organizations provide services and adeyp
for the visually impaired. The Canadian Nationadtitute for
the Blind is one of the largest not-for-profit agess in the
world and has been working for over 90 years toipedoe
blind or partially-sighted with the skills and oppaities to
fully participate in society.

Every year, Canadians become blind due to acciddigts
eases or other degenerative conditions. In 20@bniaal study
by Eye, the official journal of the Royal College of Opht-
mologists, estimates that 94.8 per 110,000 Canadsarffer
from low vision and blindness. In Quebec alone, pneeven
people live with a common eye condition, diabesitnopathy,
glaucoma and cataracts.

According to medical experts, the number of peapili
vision loss will double by 2030. Sometimes visiosd cannot
be prevented. That said, many eye conditions caoréneented
with regular eye checkups. In closing, | would liiceencour-
age everyone to make an eye checkup part of tlegular
health routine.

Gunilschish.

Speaker:  Are there any further tributes?
Introduction of visitors.
Returns or documents for tabling.

TABLING RETURNS AND DOCUMENTS

Mr. Elias: | have for tabling today a letter dated Oc-
tober 12, 2010, directed to me by the Minister du&ation,
and it's regarding the policy review with the redjao Old
Crow students, who attend high school in Whitehotserel-
ling home for Easter and Thanksgiving.

Speaker:
for tabling?

Are there any reports of committees?

Are there any petitions?

Are there any bills to be introduced?

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS
Bill No. 113: Introduction and First Reading

Ms. Hanson: Mr. Speaker, | move that a bill, entitled
Acutely Intoxicated Persons (Care and Protection Act), be now
introduced and read a first time.

Speaker: It has been moved by the Leader of the Third
Party that a bill, entitledcutely Intoxicated Persons (Care and
Protection) Act, be now introduced and read a first time.

Motion for introduction and first reading of Bill No. 113
agreed to

Are there any further returns or documents

Speaker:  Are there further bills for introduction?
Hearing none, are there notices of motion?

NOTICES OF MOTION

Hon. Mr. Fentie: Mr. Speaker, | give notice of the fol-
lowing motion:

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon te en
sure that Yukon remains one of the best jurisdistiin the
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world in which to invest by continuing to implemesampeti-
tive taxation and royalty regimes in order to maimtor reduce
industry’s cost of doing business in the territory.

Mr. Mitchell:
lowing motion:

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon to
promptly review the Auditor General’s report on tbepart-
ment of Health and Social Services acknowledgirgyithpor-
tance of independent and reliable information omegoment
performance so that the government and the Yukdtigomay
be informed about:

(1) financial priorities and decisions within theprtment;

(2) progress toward departmental goals and obgstiv

(3) areas of concern with respect to activities @nakc-
esses;

(4) the effectiveness of the department’s expengstuon
programs, operations and capital projects; and

(5) opportunities for further improvement.

Mr. Speaker, | give notice of the fol-

Mr. McRobb: I give notice of the following motion
for the production of papers:

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukonatole
in this Assembly all recent studies done on windegation in
the territory within the past five years and tosiobefore rep-
resentatives from the Yukon Energy Corporation apgder
guestioning on February 17, 2011.

Ms. Hanson: | give notice of the following motion:

THAT this House applauds the remarks from the Guwe
General regarding the importance of sustainableldpment
and the value of multi-sectoral, consensus-drivediés like
the National Round Table on the Environment andEhen-
omy; and

THAT, in honour of His Excellency’'s comments, this
House encourages the Government of Yukon to reasiar
own Yukon round table, the Yukon Council on the moy
and the Environment established underBheronment Act.

Mr. Cardiff: I give notice of the following motion:

THAT this House urges the Yukon government to emsu
that the Mayo to Keno City portion of the Silverallris ade-
quately upgraded and maintained to accommodateirthe
creased volume of motor vehicle traffic and to easbe safety
of the travelling public.

| also give notice of the following motion:

THAT this House urges the Yukon government to recog
nize the historic importance of recent RCMP anneumants
by offering congratulations to:

(1) Chief Superintendent Brenda Butterworth-Carigio
nally from Dawson City, who is the new Chief Supeghdent
in charge of the National Aboriginal Policing Sees in Ot-
tawa; and to

(2) Chief Superintendent Russell Mirasty, the fgetson
of First Nation ancestry to head an RCMP divisiorCanada

when he became the commanding officer of Saskatah'swr
Division.
Speaker:  Are there any further notices of motion?
Is there a statement by a minister?
Hearing none, that brings us to Question Period.

QUESTION PERIOD
Question re: Homeless shelter

Mr. Mitchell: Mr. Speaker, on October 25, 2010, the
Member for Klondike put forward a motion urging thev-
ernment, “to develop a homeless shelter in downtdWrite-
horse.”

The Liberal caucus spent a great deal of timeftdbtad-
vocating for a homeless shelter, so when this gowuent
brought forward this motion, it provided a glimnadrhope that
it might actually start taking the issue of homstesss seri-
ously. But as a homeless shelter hasn’t even besudied in
this government’s long-term budget plans, it denaess just
how seriously it takes this issue.

The Yukon Party government made a commitment ttw bui
this homeless shelter in downtown Whitehorse just weeks
before calling the by-election for this riding. Bode Member
for Klondike think that it's fair to promise somatly to down-
town voters before an election and then not piatthe budget?

Hon. Ms. Horne: We had a task force that went out,
and its mandate was to advise the Minister of Heaitd Social
Services on options and suggested priority aremadiion and
for appropriate and effective ways to deal withgleat risk of
harming themselves or others, or intoxicated peysdrhe
Yukon government has received the task force repod is
now working with partners and stakeholders to buaiid im-
plementation plan to address those recommendatiaizshere
express my sincere appreciation for the work thes done by
this task force — Dr. Beaton and Chief James AHeralong
with all the contributions made by individuals, anjzations
and governments to the work of this task force.

The task force recommendations are now being exainin
and acted upon, taking into consideration otheateel areas of
work. This is a work in progress, Mr. Speaker. Tisideing
handled.

Mr. Mitchell: It may be of interest to the minister op-
posite that not all homeless people in Yukon atexinated
persons at risk.

Last fall the Member for Klondike said, “We knoweth
lack of safe, affordable, acceptable housing cdectfa per-
son’s physical and mental health and their sensmofiection
to the community.”

Yukoners have been led to believe that this govemim
understands that the issue of homelessness isoasene, but
actions speak louder than words, Mr. Speaker. Wnfately,
while this government has no problem talking tHk, tih is not
actually supporting that statement with meaningfaiion by
budgeting for a shelter.

We amended the Member for Klondike’s motion to easu
that when a shelter was built in Whitehorse, it ldooe done
right. These amendments were supported and theomuias
passed unanimously in this House, so why is thikoviuParty
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government once again going back on a commitmestt ith
made to Yukoners?

Hon. Ms. Horne:
the talk and we deliver. As | just said, the goveent is ac-
tively reviewing housing needs for those who needsing,
those who are most vulnerable, from emergency eshéd
long-term, supportive housing.

The recently released Whitehorse housing adequady s
involved a number of organizations and individudlse hous-
ing study findings will help us identify prioritieand develop
programs and services to help those wanting to nimsteer
lives for themselves. The Department of Health Sadial Ser-
vices is working closely with Yukon Housing Corptioa and
NGOs to develop options for housing across the tapmcof
needs. We were criticized yesterday because we dank as
a team. We have worked as a team. We are lookirtgisit
problem and we will deliver.

Mr. Mitchell: Well, I'll go halfway with this minister
— they do talk the talk.

Now, Mr. Speaker, I'll once again underline thetftwat
there is nothing in this Yukon Party governmenfigefyear
capital plan about funding for a homeless shelvarkoners
trusted this government to take this issue senpuslt it is
clear that this government can’t be trusted andnizaplans to
fund a shelter by 2015.

When we debated this motion in the House last fa#,
Minister of Health acknowledged that this governivienand |
quote: “...aware there are individuals in our comrumnvho
are truly homeless” and that “a shelter is needel@.'went on
to say that, “we want a society where all are ideli and
where all have a safe place to lay their headght.ih

These are passionate statements. They are stagethaht
underline the need for a homeless shelter. SotkéliIPremier
explain to us why there is no money in the longrtgrian to
support this passion?

Hon. Mr. Fentie:
of the budget. The member knows full well therestif a re-
maining balance for affordable housing for thisritery of
some $17 million. Let’s get to the crux of the aifon.

For the Liberal leader to stand in this House andehow
now be the champion of those who are in need o&inguin
this territory is, quite frankly, an affront. Letenpoint out a few
things.

First off, millions of dollars dedicated by this kan Party
government resulted in a 40-percent increase iningakocial
housing available for Yukoners who need housing. &é®
committed millions of dollars more for affordableousing
needs for single-parent families. Are they any lelgible?
Millions more for affordable housing for seniorsr@ss this
territory — are our seniors any less eligible? #rey not af-
forded the opportunity to have that very safe placky their
heads?

These are just some of the examples of the deliverhe
Yukon Party government already on the ground i tiritory
— every nickel of that investment voted againstthuy Liber-
als. They opposed them.

Question re:  Whistle-blower legislation
Mr. Inverarity: The minister responsible for the Pub-

Mr. Speaker, we do deliver. We talk lic Service Commission spoke of her commitment éwedop

whistle-blower legislation a few days ago. We worddlly like
to believe the minister's promise in this regardt, that is prov-
ing a bit difficult, and here’s why.

When asked about the delay in bringing forwarddegi
tion, the minister said, and | quote: “There ar®vjsions
within our collective agreements that were negetlaby the
parties that provide a variety of dispute resolutimechanisms
that are available to each and every employee.” miméster
was factually correct in her statement. There araréety of
dispute resolution mechanisms in place. Unfortugpatkere is
no protection for whistle-blowers.

Does the minister believe that there is a real rieedhis-
tle-blower legislation in the Yukon?

Hon. Ms. Taylor: Thank you to the member opposite
for raising this question again.

I will reiterate on the floor of the Legislatureatithe gov-
ernment is and remains committed to developing this
blower legislation. As | mentioned earlier, it isfbre a select
committee comprising representatives of all partiesised
within the Legislative Assembly. That work is umnday and
has been for some time. So | look forward to thee@auwe —
the recommendations put forth by the select conesitt- and
moving forward as to whether or not legislatiorréguired by
the committee and, if so, what does that look like.

Mr. Inverarity: Just to clarify things, the mandate of
the select committee does not include the developofdegis-
lation. In an effort to be constructive, | wouldni@d the min-
ister that she needs to also be careful about #&sages that
she is sending. When previously asked about the fogevhis-
tle-blower protection, the minister said, and adaguote: “for
fear of being called out of order, | would like bving the
members’ opposite attention that there is publzt@elegisla-

The explanation is in the documents tion,” end quote. My concern here is that the nérigs send-

ing the message that whistle-blower protection lisaay in
place when, in fact, it is not. We tabled the I&dien this
week that would protect employees who choose tolatie
government wrongdoings. We brought forward thigdiegion
because no such protection currently exists. VW@l minister
support the implementation of whistle-blower legigin in the
Yukon?

Hon. Ms. Taylor: Mr. Speaker, | will repeat for the
member opposite that that is in fact why the setechmittee,
comprised of all respective parties in the Legigkt is over-
seeing this very matter. Yes, | am very knowled¢gab to the
terms of reference — the very mandate of the selmtimittee.
It is not to come up with legislation, but ratheisito gather the
views and opinions of Yukoners as to whether onegislation
is required and if in fact legislation is requiredhat that legis-
lation should actually look like.

Mr. Speaker, in the meantime, there are a numbelissf
pute resolutions housed throughout a number of epieaf
Yukon statutes — thBublic Service Act, the Environment Act,
the Ombudsman Act, Yukon Human Rights Act, and the list
goes on.
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There are also provisions housed within their retpe
collective agreements that oversee processes swlirgugriev-
ances and if so, adjudications. So, again, for rihember
opposite, this government does remain committedeteelop-
ing legislation.

Mr. Inverarity: Mr. Speaker, we tabled legislation
this week that would specifically protect employedso dis-
close wrongdoings. We believe that there is a fieethis kind
of protection, and we believe that it needs tom&hened in its
own legislation.

The Disclosure Protection Act, as tabled, has three distinct
components. The first component calls for a cleadjined
process for making disclosures. The second idestifie Om-
budsman as the appropriate authority to investigetelosures
of wrongdoing. Thirdly, it places responsibilityrfprotecting
employees against reprisals into their respectiddip service
unions. We believe that this is a good place td steaddress
the need for whistle-blower protection. All theeegmmenda-
tions were suggested on the website for the whidteer act.

Will the minister support our efforts to move thigl for-
ward?

Hon. Ms. Taylor:
not going to fly with a piece of legislation thaashnot been
fully scrutinized by the public. That is why theles# commit-
tee has chosen to take on the very important thekerseeing
whistle-blower protection. Again, the governmending its
part. We certainly encourage the committee to agafeclits
work, at which time we look forward to seeing tieeosmmen-
dations. The Public Service Commission is providimuut and
has provided input to that select committee. Thaee many
others that ought to be recognized as well. We fookard to
the conclusion of that work and moving forward withistle-
blower protection.

Question re:  Acutely intoxicated persons at risk

Ms. Hanson: The report of the Task Force on
Acutely Intoxicated Persons at Risk says we needhenge
public attitudes around public intoxication. The debwe are
using to manage acutely intoxicated persons at agiskently
functions entirely within the domain of law enfonoent. That
model, which treats the acutely intoxicated as ldipunuisance
— a pariah — is no longer morally, legally or etiig justifi-
able. Does the Justice minister agree the old misdietoken
and we need to do much more to de-stigmatize antdgica-
tion and much more to assist the acutely intoxitate

Hon. Ms. Horne: You know, | think there is some
confusion. First | would like to clarify to the mbers opposite
that we are not building a sobering centre at thatétorse
Correctional Centre. It has been referred to mameg as a
“sobering centre”. We are, in fact, building a secassessment
centre, which is very different. It is still thetémt of the gov-
ernment to explore the creation of a sobering eeirirthe
downtown core, as recommended by the task forcehen
acutely intoxicated, which was done by Dr. Bruceat®de and
Chief James Allen.

The secure assessment centre will replace the atettse
RCMP station. The drunk tank is a thing of the psée will
now have the secure assessment centre at the neect@mal

Centre. At the secure assessment centre, an indigdntoxi-
cation level and health will be assessed by thdse ave secure
in their medical training, and they will be takesre of as they
should be.

Ms. Hanson: | think at some future date we’ll come
back to the issues of the other recommendatiortstihaBea-
ton and Chief Allen made. What | am specificallgdsing on
here are the recommendations with respect to tisldtion.

So the YukonLiquor Act says that a person can be de-
tained for being intoxicated in a public placedites not seem
to matter much whether they are being a public mera a
public nuisance. If they are in an intoxicated dtad in a
public place, they can be taken into custody.

The task force suggested either changing or rapjaséc-
tions 91 and 92 of theiquor Act. It says we need to define
more precisely under what circumstances an aclitgbxi-
cated person can be detained, what services wilrtvéided to
that person, and what conditions must be met taec¢heir
detention.

Does the minister agree that we need to changegiwa-
tion to better reflect these concerns raised byrtek Force on

We on this side of the House are Acutely Intoxicated Persons at Risk?

Hon. Ms. Horne: I remind the member opposite that
we just got this report and we are indeed workingtoWe are
working through all the recommendations. We movedyv
quickly on the safe assessment centre. We redlimdvas an
emergency, therefore we moved quickly, and we aveking
on the recommendations in the report. We just veckithis
report about a month ago — if a month ago — anchweeac-
tively exploring those recommendations. | just dhiat we are
looking at different areas downtown and it will teken care
of.

Ms. Hanson: In fact, the recommendations of the
Task Force on Acutely Intoxicated Persons did eobmmend
putting any sort of facility at the jail. | am asli a question
that has to do with a legislative base for how veatt these
people who are finding themselves in this state.

The task force suggests Yukon consider passingdstan
alone legislation to deal with the detention of dwitely in-
toxicated in a more respectful, humane and compiaats way.
Today the New Democratic Party tabled a private bes
bill. 1t is titled, “Acutely Intoxicated Persons fgaand Protec-
tion Act” and it is modelled on legislation thatshaxisted in
Manitoba for many years to assist intoxicated peopl

This legislation is not unique to Manitoba; it dgiin Brit-
ish Columbia and elsewhere. In Manitoba, thougmranity
outreach workers, paramedics and other caregivave lhe
authority to detain acutely intoxicated people &k them to
a safe and secure environment, such as a sobenmigecThis
approach is not only saving lives, it is also sguexpayers —

Speaker:  Ask the question, please.

Ms. Hanson: If the Justice minister wants to do more
than just pay lip service to social inclusion, wheifl she re-
duce the law and increase the —

Speaker:  Thank you.

Hon. Ms. Horne: I don’'t know if the Leader of the
Third Party has been listening. This is exactly tmva’re do-
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ing. | notice the member opposite keeps referrn§eil”. This
is a secure assessment centre. We said from thenireg that
this was a multi-purpose facility. Because the peaepe taken
to this facility does not mean that they're beifmiged with
any offence. This is a safe assessment centreyanare ex-
ploring the other options. We have studied otheioos across
Canada, to which the member is referring.

Question re:  Capital project cost overruns

Mr. Cardiff:
turned into an exposé of this government’'s mismament of
capital projects, but we didn't get a lot of detdilom the gov-
ernment.

| have heard a lot of comments from Yukoners
who work in the construction industry — about pesht with
the construction at the new Whitehorse Correctidbahtre.
The government wanted to get this project doneldyiso they
fast-tracked it. “Fast-tracking” refers to begimpiconstruction
before the design and engineering work has beerpleted,
and | am hearing there have been lots of changeroras a
result, and change orders, Mr. Speaker, usuallg teaextra
costs.

To date, can the minister tell us how many changers
there have been on the Correctional Centre pra@adt what
costs have been incurred because of these chatges®r

Hon. Mr. Lang:
site’s question referring to the new correctionailding that
the government is building. It is at this time ome — it is
ahead of time schedule and it is on budget atiosient. So it
is a good-news story for the Yukon.

Mr. Cardiff: Well, the minister didn’t agree to tell u
how many change orders there were or what the eusts.
Now it is well known in the construction industry maybe not
to members on that side of the House — that thezevary
many pitfalls with fast-tracking projects.

Construction workers are paid by the hour, so tteegot
all that concerned about change orders and, ad lyeaterday,
it's one of those things where you install it, yale it out, you
install it again, you take it out again, you moveover here,
sometimes you take it downtown and have it rewoiked then
you bring it back up and you install it again.

Fast-tracking may be good for employees who areiwgr
by the hour, but it's not very cost-effective fdrettaxpayers
who are footing the bill for this project. Why wtee Correc-
tional Centre project fast-tracked, despite all kmew about
the problems with this approach to building?

Hon. Mr. Lang:
site: we went through four years of review of @arrections
Act to see just exactly what kind of facility should built for
the renewal of the existing Whitehorse CorrectioGaintre.
Four years of work went into planning of the nevilding and
went from there to the Kwanlin Dun and Dominion Gwunc-
tion, building the building we see today.

I'd like to remind Yukoners the building is ahead
schedule, regardless of what the member opposite aad it's
on budget, so it's a good-news story for us in Yukon and
was a lot of hard work by the department, whethewas
Highways and Public Works or Justice, as well asltieand

Yesterday a government-friendly motion

| would address the member oppo-

I'd like to correct the member oppo-

Social Services. There was a combination of inpamf the
general public and a four-year review of the aa also of the
building that was needed. So when the members ahtut
fast-tracking, I'm not sure that was fast-tracked.

Mr. Cardiff: If this minister is in charge of that, then
why, after four years of planning, did they stdré tbuilding
without all the design work and engineering in platt doesn’t
make sense. The government is saying it's on timeé @n
budget, but that's not what I'm hearing. I'm hearithere are
going to be huge cost overruns. This project odtgd way
back when; it was about a $30-million project, ben the
plans changed; this government changed the plashslezided
to build off the existing footprint that was theMow we're up

— SOM&s about $63 million and the costs are escalataity.d

Watson Lake hospital is the same story: a $5-miljioo-
ject to a $25-million project. That's what we havew. This
government has a major credibility problem. It sthat things
are on time and on budget but, without the evidemrcé¢he ta-
ble, the public’s not buying it. If the minister ¢g®ing to stick
to his claims that the project is on time and oddai, will he
table the documentation from contractors and Higswand
Public Works to back up his words?

Hon. Mr. Fentie: Speaking of tabling evidence,
would challenge the member of the Third Party toleeahe
evidence that the government changed any planssodngr.
The fact of the matter is that the government v&iista enough
to throw away the plans that the Liberal governnves$ going
to proceed with, to build another warehouse — toelause
Yukoners — individuals, those who commit crimes hege
who have to be incarcerated, Mr. Speaker. We didménge
plans; we threw bad plans away. Then we embarkeal moc-
ess of correctional reform. | would remind the membf the
Third Party that correctional reform included awstrategic
emphasis on trying to address the recidivism ratéhat's the
real cost to taxpayers, not this opinion and cdojecthat we
are hearing from members opposite.

The fact of the matter is that much has been doee the
course of a number of years to change course inténiitory
when it comes to corrections and incarceration edpbe, in-
cluding the type of facility that we should buiM/e have even
— in this new facility — changed the model of swgsion. |
invite all members of this House to look thoroughtycorrec-
tional reform and the overall plan for this temtdor incar-
ceration.

S

Questionre:  Old Crow student travel
Mr. Elias: | would like to follow up with the Minister
of Education on an important issue | raised lakt fa
High school students from Old Crow must leave their
families every September to attend high school imt&horse.
This year there are 16 students from Old Crow dttenhigh
schools in our capital city. Old Crow students sparntotal of
nine and a half months away from home during orfeoaic
0 year. This is a substantial amount of time for engger to be
away from home.
In October of last year, the minister committedddyer to
review the policy and get back to me. Has the guwvent re-
viewed the policy, and what can | tell the parenit® are rais-
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ing this issue with me, as they try to plan forsthipcoming
Easter break?

Hon. Mr. Rouble:
seriously the education of all Yukon students tigioaut the
territory. That's why we have embarked on constancpro-
jects regarding education throughout the territevlgether it's
Carmacks or the new F.H. Collins school project tha gov-
ernment has committed to building. Also on that,quert of
the reason for doing that is because it's next &mlZ6osdaa
Residence, which is a residence that does prowuiditianal
support to out-of- town students.

I've looked into the issue the member opposite raésed
with me and found that, in addition to the flighteat we do
provide to students from Old Crow — it has beerutagprac-
tice for students to be provided plane tickets hamthe event
of a death in their family, which has certainly beatilized
quite a bit in this — it has also started to creatdiscussion
with the Department of Education about how we iasgethe
opportunities for Old Crow students and what is thest
method to do that.

Is it indeed the best to fly them more often, owlean we
look at providing additional secondary-school pesgs in the
community? We have been working with the Vuntut @hin
First Nation and with the federal government on taed-
based, experiential education program in that conityuNow
with the opportunities that we have in technologg,are going
to look at additional ways.

Mr. Elias:
that only 40 percent of Yukon First Nation kids dpate from
high school, and | am sure that the Environmenistén, when
he travelled to Cancun, Mexico, considered it aregtment;
and I'm sure the Minister of Environment, when reevelled to
London, England last month, considered it an imaesit. I'm
sure the Economic Development minister considemnitin-
vestment when he goes to China. I, too, considan iinvest-
ment.

Will the minister commit today on the floor of titouse
to support the students, their families and the roomity of
Old Crow to ensure their students get home for Kbgiving
and Easter?

Hon. Mr. Rouble:
support students from rural Yukon. We do suppaudehts
who come in from outside of Whitehorse. | have aligation
not just to provide specific opportunities for stats in Old
Crow. | appreciate the member opposite has an atimig to
lobby for that area, but we as a government haesponsibil-
ity to provide equity and education throughout tidweitory and
will continue to look at ways of increasing the edional out-
comes of people of First Nation ancestry.

When one takes a look at the annual report thattatdsd
in this Assembly, one sees some of those meastilese’s
still a continuing relationship with the Council ¥fikon First
Nations and with specific First Nations about how @an in-
crease those educational outcomes for studentgrsifNfation
ancestry. We are strongly committed to doing that;are mak-
ing changes in our education system, in the delieéreduca-

The Government of Yukon takes

The Auditor General of Canada pointed out

The Government of Yukon does

tion, and we are expecting to see significant iases in the
opportunities for Yukon students.

Question re:  Destruction Bay septic facility

Mr. McRobb: As members know, the Kluane region
is home to an outstanding showcase of the teritamgtural
features, such as majestic mountains, great gkacpistine
rivers and lakes. It's also rich in culture andrettéer, making
it a great place to visit and live.

In the centre of the region is the community of iD&gion
Bay, known for its spectacular viewscapes, pristiiiderness
and community spirit. But a problem there with thiakon
government’s septic field has degraded the qualitylife
within the community. For some time now, sewage basn
backing up and pouring out on the streets and figwwoward
the town’s health centre.

The Minister of Community Services promised residen
two years ago he would look after it. Why hasn’tkept that
promise?

Hon. Mr. Lang: We certainly have been concerned
about the sewer system that the gentleman opplagebeen
talking about. | see in our budget this year theme some re-
sources to mitigate that. It has been an issuentory, many,
many years. It is a system that was put in manyymears
ago. Of course, with the shrinking population amel tise of the
system, we have to invest some money to put a pEysem
in place. | see in the budget we're going to do flat.

Mr. McRobb: Mr. Speaker, this minister told several
local residents — he promised them two years agoe-would
look after this. “I'll look after it,” he said, qllalng the concerns
of local residents. Well, it's two years later, yeé problem is
now worse than ever. In fact, the septic fieldlamged up and
sewage has been spilling onto the streets. Thestairfias been
busy lately sending in the pumping crew and thentfend
loader to clear the streets of sewage. The costquayers for
this minister's band-aid solution is in the thoudsamf dollars
this year alone.

When can local residents finally expect this migigo ful-
fill his promise?

Hon. Mr. Lang: We're doing just that. We've done
the engineering work. There is some extensive worke
done. In the past, we have worked with the locala steaming
process and other investments in mitigating theeis$he issue
is that it has to be taken out and replaced. Thatactly what
this government is intending to do.

Mr. McRobb: It's no wonder why Yukoners have lost
their trust in this government. This government hmaade
promises to people and then doesn't live up to thEme fact in
this case is the Minister of Community Servicesmuiszd local
residents he would look after it, and because He'tlisewage
has been pouring onto the streets.

Residents are very concerned about what this wailtal
their community in the spring. This government pised that
water and sewage issues would be a priority, arsdntimister
promised people he would look after it. Tell thatthe resi-
dents in Destruction Bay.

Now, the minister says there is an item in the letdat
will look after this, but he has not stated defirgty this matter
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will be corrected this coming summer. There areottems in
budgets that lapse, so I'm looking for a guararfteen this
minister this will be remedied this summer.

Hon. Mr. Lang:
been an ongoing issue. We have worked with the aemity
we have worked with the local individuals, also tighways
department. We've worked with the issue regardiag fof the
system, which was a problem. The main problem wighsys-
tem is the number of people who are on the systistoo big
a system to maintain the volume that's going thioiigso we
have to downsize the system and we have to inveshe
ground to make sure that's done. And that's whigt govern-
ment is proceeding to do.

Speaker:
We'll proceed to Orders of the Day.

ORDERS OF THE DAY

GOVERNMENT BILLS

Bill No. 24: Second Reading — First Appropriation
Act, 2011-12 — adjourned debate

Clerk:
name of the Hon. Mr. Fentie; adjourned debate,Hba. Mr.
Rouble.

Speaker:
16 seconds.

Hon. Mr. Rouble: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Speaker, it's an honour and pleasure to riseragnd
debate, to continue the discussion about the vesitipe
budget that's before us. It has been a very intiegeslebate so
far. We have certainly heard a lot about the gdwags in the
budget: it's a balanced budget, it's one that iases the sav-
ings account, it creates significant investmerits,responsive
to the needs of Yukoners. There are no tax inceeasée no
layoffs.

What we haven't heard, though, is an alternativee ®p-
position comments have been confusing at bestadt teen
confusing about what’s in or what isn't. We've headrious
statements like demanding to see more money spelut ae-
velopment — and | should add there is three tirhesriormal
budget spent on lot development in this budget ¢ famstra-
tion about seeing increases in money spent on raysimg
opportunities. Then yesterday we heard complaimés there
were increases in the budget.

What we haven't heard is the alternative or a plate
have not heard a plan proposed by the oppositibe. Liberal
leader said he was going to table a plan, andwerare, day 5
in this Assembly, and no plan, no reasonable, msipte
alternative.

Yesterday we had a discussion about the five-yepita
plan that was tabled. Do the Liberals or the NDReagvith it
or not? Mr. Speaker, you can't tell from the debate heard
yesterday. Did the Liberals or the NDP commit tengeahead
with the projects identified in the plan? No, thdigin’t. Did the
Liberals or the NDP indicate what they would také¢?oNo,

This issue in Destruction Bay has

they did not. Did the Liberals or NDP indicate whay would
add to the plan? No, they didn’t. Do they haveanplClearly,
they don't.

We have heard some positive things about how theula
force in the territory has grown from 17,000 peofdeabout
18,600. Then, yesterday, we heard complaints abowt this
means more people immigrating to the territorye likat was a
bad thing, and her disparaging remarks about tHeiYunomi-
nee program, or the temporary foreign worker progr®ne
has to ask, what is their agenda on that front?héte heard
the statements that when there is more work, mppsmuni-
ties and higher wages, that there is, of courseénamase in
drug and alcohol abuse. What do these people tHitkthey
think that Yukoners are better off not working? they believe

The time for Question Period has now elapsedthat Yukoners are better off living in some kind wélfare

state? Is that their plan? To reduce opportuniteseduce the
population, to stifle the quality of life that Yukers have come
to enjoy? We don’t know; they haven't tabled thglan, but
we do know history and we do know that that's elyaathat
happened when the opposition was in governmentd\ile to
believe they have a plan, but they haven’t shared i

Also, there have been some interesting statemeatie m

Second reading, Bill No. 24, standing in the about things like raising the cost of doing buseiesthe terri-

tory, adding regulatory complexity. The Liberalsatneeem to
have seen the light on the problems of the devaiutiansfer

Minister of Education, you have 13 minutes, agreement — that’s the one that the territorialekitts negoti-

ated with the federal Liberals.

They now seem to be saying that, “We got a bad aed
now we need to renegotiate it.” How? They don’t. sagain,
they don’t have a plan. Look at the track recordhage with
the federal government. What has it resulted inPeMimancial
support across the board — more housing, more hhealte,
more roads and look at the budget to see how thigiy@rela-
tionship and going there with an identified plars hasulted in
benefits.

Mr. Speaker, the Yukon I believe in is one that'sontrib-
uting member of Canada, not some part that sittherfringes
and whines about our entitlement.

The Yukon that | believe in is one of opportunibyie of
picking up our socks, working hard, playing hardl steanning
for our future — living up to our responsibilitiesxd our op-
portunities, not just cashing in on our entitlensent

Now, we have established a pretty good relationstith
the federal government — not without our difficalij of
course, but a pretty good one. We have always gorikem
with a plan, with a “help us to help you” attitud@pposition
has complained that growth has caused problemsigor—
again, no solutions offered. But, we have — with slupport of
officials, agencies, First Nations and Yukoners —ade the
case to Ottawa that they need to contribute mareyfdkon to
succeed. We have gone to them with plans abougasarg
energy in the territory. Mayo B is a perfect examplve've
gone to them with a business case about incredsinging
opportunities — again, a perfect example with tbading we
have seen created for seniors, students and giagéert fami-
lies — pretty good priorities. When we have gon¢hem with
issues about seeing increases for training fott Negion peo-
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ple, the federal government has contributed to roemgdions
such as the Yukon Mine Training Association. Weehgone
over pages and pages of such examples. That'schtbeme to
start touching on.

If you're going to benefit from your rights in sety, you
have to live up to your responsibilities and thattamething,
unfortunately, the opposition members don't alwdgs

They want to take credit for the actions of goveenin but
they don’t want to take responsibility for it. Thatans voting
for the budget; that means putting money where yoouth is.
The opposition has an opportunity — they can eifiresent a
viable option or they can continue on their owrrent course.

The Yukon is on a positive path. We have a plan.hate
a budget that makes investments in things that Metoneed
— one that helps prepare us for opportunities;thaeprovides
for protection and conservation; one that helpsdisadvan-
taged. This is a budget that will help Yukon liyeto its poten-
tial. It's a budget that | commend to the Houskok forward
to debating the budget with members of the oppwsitind
meeting Yukoners on the street and explaining thé&m.

| look forward to discussing the plan before usEztuca-
tion, on Energy, Mines and Resources. This is dogoard
plan; it's a positive one. It's a budget that meéis needs of
Yukoners and lives up to the fiscal reality we'meli’'s one that
plans for the future and plans for the Yukon. laibudget that
| would commend all to support.

Mr. McRobb: For many of us this will be the final
time we speak to a mains budget in this Legislat\iviile
some members won't be running for re-election, duld be
presumptuous to assume all those who do will bermet by
the voters. | would like to begin by expressing appreciation
to the voters in the Kluane riding for their suppior the past
four elections and for bestowing upon me the horouepre-
senting them in this Assembly. Serving my constitsehas
truly been a tremendous learning experience in margny
respects. If the election does occur next falindgcated in the
budget speech, this experience will be a full 1&rgeand in
those terms has already exceeded the time served loystin-
guished predecessor, the Hon. Bill Brewster.

| wish to now turn to discuss the budget and redpton
some of the comments that members put on the reespe-
cially the comments from members on the governnséshe.
Let’s talk about this government’s record of seeyiwhich is a
different kettle of fish altogether. There is aml glaying that
when you outstay your welcome, the fish has gong k&
terms of this government’s day, the fish certalmdyg gone bad.

The Premier's Budget Address stated Yukoners vaWeha
clear choice to make this fall. According to recpublic opin-
ion polls, the people’s choice is clearly not ttura the ruling
Yukon Party, which continues to trail all partiepresented in
this Legislature.

So if the general election indeed occurs next fidg
Yukon Party will have been in power for a full nipears. Not
only will that mark the longest governing streakany party, it
will also mark the longest term served by any goment at
five years.

This will mean that voters will have had to waitu#l five
years before they can exercise their democratht tig elect a
government. The longest any previous governmentenibd
voters wait was four years, while the average wgadloser to
three years. But with the recent change in Ehections Act
allowing a five-year term, the Yukon Party has @ro# cling
on to power until the bitter end of its unpreceeentlengthy
mandate. Is that good governance or is it politiggdortunism?

Many of us believe future political historians wiketer-
mine it is the latter option. Why is that? Weliml’'sure the Jus-
tice minister will be interested to know of theioagle, so I'll
explain for her and others. This is a governmeat ttas gone
out of its way to cling to power. We all know hotvhas re-
fused calls for an election for the past two yeaesnly.

This all started with the Yukon Party governmeiésl in-
vestments into the asset-backed commercial papethe—
ABCPs. It continued when the Premier’s secret, lfmaego-
tiating process with a private company from Albedasell out
Yukoners’ energy future was exposed and becameicpubl
There were several people calling for an electibthat time,
but what did the government do? Did it give vot@msopportu-
nity to elect a government it can trust? No. Thiskdh Party
government went into bunker mode and refused tawapieo-
ple to vote in a new government — one they couwldttr

A lot can be said on that matter and | could retiarrit
later. | want to respond to a more specific matter Minister
of Economic Development put on the record when dwaded
that certain groups were telling him they have easpn to vote
for anybody else because they have gotten all effainding
they ever could dream of.

Well, if that's true, why then do Yukoners keepritfying
good governance as their top issue? What I'm spgatf are
recent public opinion polls done by DataPath, sygva which
it was reported the top issue of concern to Yuksmeass good
governance. This included other common issues, ssgcthe
economy, which in previous surveys was frequertly top
issue identified by Yukoners but, for the past yaad half to
two years, the top issue to Yukoners polled, asnted, has
been good governance.

Why is that? Well, Yukoners did not approve of th/-
ernment’s bad investments — the $36.5 million iABCPs.
The public concern was amplified when this govemtisese-
cret plan to privatize our energy future was exdogebig part
of both of those issues was the way in which tlugegnment
dealt with them to the Yukon public.

The government simply was in denial mode; it wonidd
admit that it was engaged in these negotiationg dowvern-
ment side tried to divert the issues away from whas hap-
pening. Still to this day, this government denies very evi-
dence that has been tabled in this House whichegrdvwas
involved in negotiating these assets and resousittsa pri-
vate company from Alberta.

It goes beyond energy, Mr. Speaker. These documents
which have been tabled as evidence in this House iradicate
this government was negotiating our water resoueres our
housing possibilities in the territory to this Odescompany —
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but the government has denied all this, despitehtée evi-
dence.

Now, any government can only pull the wool over ¥ok
ers’ eyes for so long. For this government, theigigp; people
realize when they’re being told one thing, whileyhbelieve
another.

It's all about government trust and, for the YukBarty
government, it has lost the trust of the voterghi$ isn’t the
case, why does this government seem to go outsofdty to
emphasize that it is good government? There ictosein the
budget document itself under the label “good gowemt”. If
this government didn’t realize that the loss of lpubrust was
not a major issue with the voters, it wouldn't haueh a sec-
tion in the budget document, it wouldn't be tryitgyaddress
this weakness, but we all know this is an estabtigbroblem.

As the former chair of the Yukon Energy Corporatsaid,
“We're all Yukoners. Why can’t we be fair with eaother and
speak honestly?” That’s what | am trying to do hevrky can’t
we admit to the evidence stated in the documerdsganfrom
there? That's why | firmly believe this governmaevitl not be
returned in the next election. It is because Yukerae smart
enough to realize that nine years of a governnieatt @t the
end of the day, turned out not to be trustwortlgesinot de-
serve a third mandate.

Another area | want to touch on is this governnwent’
spending habits. We all see how the governmenbbies on a
spending rampage, if you will, for the past few rgea— the
largest ever budgets, all in excess of $1 billiBut it goes fur-
ther than that. This government has mortgaged ownrd. It
has mortgaged our future through expenditures,utjirothe
corporations — the Yukon Hospital Corporation, tfiekon
Energy Corporation — to the tune of $270 milliorhaf is a
sizable, sizable amount. In the first years whams$ elected to
this Legislature, that amount would have repregentere than
half of the entire mains budget that was put befloeeHouse.

That's a sizable amount. With the assets that vglicon-
structed with those funds, being two rural hospitaid an ex-
pansion of an existing hydro site — a small expamsf’ll add
— one has to ask: are those projects the panaetavit re-
solve our energy issues or our health care isaredefcades to
come in the territory? The answer is no. Thosequtsj will
only begin to address those needs, yet our fusungoirtgaged.

made these decisions on its own, without consuléingone.
Yet these decisions may not be the best decismmthé terri-
tory, as we have already heard from many peoplduding

those in the health care sector. We've heard frarotads,
nurses, staff, patients — serious questions alt@ushortcom-
ings of what this government decided would be li@styuk-

oners for decades to come.

These are all issues of great import to voters, \@hdn
Judgment Day at the polls comes — if indeed it dued fall
— | would expect the feeling of Yukoners and tresessment
of the track record of this government will be eefied in how
they vote.

So this goes way beyond what any group of peagésf
in respect to funds they receive from this govemime&hat'’s
not a top issue of importance to Yukoners. Yet fugernment
has chosen to highlight this relatively obscuraiégssnd em-
phasize it, amplify it and bring it to the floor tifis Assembly
during the budget speech, and conclude that thisbeithe
motivating factor in how people vote. Well, | diseg and |
know the majority of Yukoners disagree. It has bg&id in this
Assembly frequently for the past few years: monag'tcbuy
trust.

The two issues of how the government spends money a
how it funds certain organizations and groups showver be
associated with trust in government and certainkgttat the
polls on election day. | believe | heard anotheissage this
week, something to the effect that money can’t boies; this
is also something that has resonated with Yukofogrseveral
elections, both at the territorial level and thécievel, as well
as the federal level. A government trying to buyegowith
taxpayers’ own money has been determined not t& wothis
territory. The reason it doesn’t work is people sreart enough
to realize a government they can't trust is trytogbuy their
vote with their own money, yet this seems to beuheéerlying
principle in the statement we heard.

Mr. Speaker, | realize my time is running out, dhere is
one other area | want to touch on in terms of tingehspending
pattern of this Yukon Party government. It's atighler level
than just mortgaging our future and having theidsldollar
budgets and so on. It's about affordability anddybadgeting.

Now, we heard the Premier in his speech say sontgthi
the effect of, “If this isn’t good financial managent, | don't

What will this mean to Yukoners and successive Yuko know what is.” Well, perhaps he’s right. Perhaps Bremier

governments? It will serve to hamstring their abito provide
budgets for all Yukoners because their finances bal re-
stricted. If there is a matter that does come @ thquires a
sizable amount of funds, its borrowing powers \uilve been
exhausted through these projects that the Yukoty Pas al-
ready agreed to.

Another aspect, and one I've raised before, is:tviman-
date did the Yukon Party government have befomeoittgaged
Yukoners’ future? Did it ask the people — Yukoners)
speaking about — if this is the approach they watiteir gov-
ernment to take? The answer, Mr. Speaker, is aflat— no.
Were elected members who represent all YukonetkisnAs-

doesn’t know what good financial management is. Btre
was a point in time, about a decade ago, whende di

Back on February 22, 2000, when he spoke in higéud
reply speech to the McDonald government, part oditwie said
was, and | quote: “It is with pride today that $eito speak in
support of the budget before us. It is, again, lagroéxample of
our commitment to the Yukon public, upon takingicg#f of
budgeting in a pay-as-you-go manner, of budgetsttie the
sustainable, stable spending approach and do mbtitnate to
the boom-and-bust cycles that this territory hasedafor so
long.”

Well, Mr. Speaker, “pay-as-you-go” versus “mortgage

sembly asked before these huge mortgage decisi@re w future— are they the same? Absolutely not. If iy,

made? The answer again is a flat out — no. The WUkarty

they're completely opposite. What else did the Reensay
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back then? | quote again: “On the other hand, thkeo¥i Party
would have us back in the Dark Ages...”

Something happened to the Premier in the past aésye
that caused this diametric shift in his budgetirtglgsophy
from “pay-as-you-go” to “mortgage our future.” | wdber what
it was. Maybe it was hanging around with those inleobe-
lieved were in the Dark Ages. Maybe he can responthis
and shed some light on the Dark Ages in his budgap-up.

So there are lots of issues this government desdovbe
held accountable for. In terms of accountabilibere is a lit-
any of examples of how this Yukon Party governmkeas
avoided and escaped accountability over the pgkt and one-
half years. It all started with its first piece lefjislation tabled
in this Assembly back in the spring of 2003. It veswitled Act
to Repeal the Government Accountability Act. The first act of
this Yukon Party government was to repeal the autznility
act. Well, it was all downhill from there, with #any of exam-
ples. The most recent one, | might add, is the YiuRarty gov-
ernment’s refusal to have the Auditor General appedhis
Assembly for questioning while she is in town rigtiter she
tables her report on health care in the territory.

This government will leave a legacy of lack of @wot-
ability and mortgaging the future and | would prblyanclude
the secret negotiations as the third item. Thdtlvélthe legacy
of this Yukon Party government. It's too bad it tadcome to
this and | guess we’ll all find out in the next @len what
Yukoners think about that sad legacy, because utdcbave
been so much better. You know, the campaign slogarike
“Imagine tomorrow” and something about doing better
gether. We all had a chance to work together is Asisembly,
but it didn’t work out that way. We weren’t askelgloat mort-
gaging the territory’s future; a lot of initiativésought forward
by the Official Opposition were shot down rightritcdhe get-
go. This government was not interested in workirth eoth
opposition parties. This government was interesteitis own
approach, an approach that has been commonly nefsdeas
“My way or the highway”.

minority portion, and the majority is comprised rfroother
governments, including the Champagne and Aishili&t Na-
tions. | think that's quite a positive project. Thenstruction
has already started. It's taking shape. Anybody whuels to
Haines Junction will, I'm sure, be quite impresseith the
profile of the building as it emerges. Certainlyjyyane who
attended the public meetings about the serviceshtlieing
will offer will also be impressed. | would like thank the vari-
ous stakeholders, primarily the Champagne and Hiistirst
Nations and Kluane National Park, for the publicetirgs
held, where they gathered input from the publictioa design
and services and the very layout of this buildingvery well
done.

I'm hard-pressed to recall much else off the tapttie rid-
ing. Certainly, there is some allocation toward eakwak
highway reconstruction project, but that is redlist a transfer
from the United States, and the usual amount of HiEkon
has been reduced to $18 million in this year’s lmtdBespite
what some previous members of the Yukon Party Istated,
this is not Yukon government money. This is a restila tri-
partite agreement dating back to — | believe it w887 —
somewhere in the past decades. In the near futusdllibe
expiring. Just on that matter, |1 have raised thmu¢ several
times with this government. What's the strategyeplace the
jobs lost once the Shakwak project expires? To, dategov-
ernment has not provided any workable solutions tharse
workers who will soon be displaced.

Now, there are some things missing from this btidget
only across the Yukon but certainly in the Kluaiding. One
of them, Mr. Speaker, is a relatively small capjiadject I've
been raising for the past decade, and that is ¢led for a fire
hall in the community of Beaver Creek. There asués with
the current building that constrain the communitgtslity to
respond to emergencies, including fire. There dse &sues
with storage of the emergency response vehicleghwvihould
be stored in a new facility, as it is in other couomities, but
this government has rejected these calls for atfak, even

That term occurred to me again today when | thoughthough these matters have been brought up contshuower

about the Yukon Party’s refusal to have the AudiB®neral
appear in this Assembly, and how the Yukon Partysisg its
majority to block this opportunity for accountabjliin this
Assembly by all other members who represent alerotfuk-

oners. The Yukon Party is essentially saying, “@ay or the
highway.” Well, Yukoners will have their day, whénfinally

comes — the longest wait ever — to finally elegioaernment
they can trust.

Now, many other members spoke about their ridings¢
portfolios and so on. I've done this on severalvjmes occa-
sions, Mr. Speaker, but | note my time has almiagised.

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

Mr. McRobb:
granted a reprieve, so | will have time to speatuatsome of
these other issues, and that’s good.

Let's start with a few good things in the budgexclse
me, I'm trying to come up with something positive say. |
think the cultural centre in Haines Junction isimiedly a posi-
tive project. Of course, the Yukon government'stioor is a

the years during the Premier’s budget tour in toahmunity.

Across the territory, people have heard the Prestiate,
“You know, the objective of these tours is to colleput from
people in the communities and then integrate th@itiinto our
budgeting process,” and so on. But in this case, Yakon
Party failed to do that and has failed to do tluatrfine con-
secutive years.

There are other issues in that community, but ngvin
down the road to Burwash Landing — what about asikcfor
the people of Burwash Landing? Some of us recallsga of
how a previous Education minister announced theyeldvbe
funding for this project in a previous budget. Tlenwas over-

Okay, great. I've been extended — ruled by the Premier and a short time thereaftet tnember

quit the Yukon Party caucus to sit as an Independgopar-
ently this was a primary reason and we haven’tch&zs much
about this matter since. Certainly, it has beersmisfrom any
Yukon Party government budget since. As a mattdaci the
last we heard about it was this past summer whém cendi-
dates running for election for chief of the Kludfiest Nation
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indicated they supported a school, and the incumbleief at
the time indicated there were some negotiationsh wite
Yukon Party government about a school. Well, whgnths
there not a school in the budget? Why then is thete school
in the long-term capital plan? This capital plaoks forward a
few years, yet there’s no line item for this projego, what's
going on? The Education minister announced it. tAirined
out, the government was in negotiations but thenmeothing in
the budgets. You know this is another example of people
just can't trust the Yukon Party government.

The current Education minister said something esarli
about the opposition’s plan. Well, he’ll find ouhen he sees
what the opposition party — I'll speak for my owarfy, the
Yukon Liberal Party — plans to put in its campajgatform,
which will be provided to the voters in terms oékimg a man-
date. If our party is given a mandate to goverat thill be the
plan — simple as that. The member will have to vealtttle
while to see the plan. Does that stop us from aaltviog for
certain aspects of what will be in that plan? Diedig not, Mr.
Speaker. We stand in this Assembly on a daily basisadvo-
cate for projects and services that are consistéhtwhat we
will be standing for at election time. We won't neat promise
to the voters and then do something completelyerbfit like
the Yukon Party has done on so many of these etkemnples
already put on the record.

We won'’t do that because we realize, now more thaar,
that what Yukoners want most is a government thagy teust,
and that means ensuring you act consistently witlatwou
say. In street language, you can say it's calledlkimg the
talk”. On the other hand, as we heard the Justiicéstar put
on the record today, the Yukon Party “talks th&tarhe dif-
ference is just saying something, and then doingtwhu say.
There is a huge difference between the two.

| pointed out another issue in Question Period yodao
years ago, in the community of Destruction Bay, @mmu-
nity Services minister said, in response to coreeatmout the
sewage problem, “Don’t worry, I'll look after itMe said, “I'll
look after it.” Well, right now the problem is warshan ever. |
don’t need to return to the issue — | made it qulear — but
people are very concerned about what will happerthat
community this spring, unless this situation isohesd quickly.

There are countless other issues too. Another load/iin-
ister of Economic Development said — he went orntai&
about the Internet connection and the bandwidtbeissHe
talked about the reliability of service issue. Hentvon and on,
speaking in general terms.

Well, my question is: where is this in the budg€&t®re is
nothing in the budget to expand Yukon’s bandwidthie-get it
away from a narrow bandwidth, single channel toGhaside.
There is nothing in this budget to increase thlodity of that
service, yet that minister stood up and spoke giglyi about
the Internet and how all this should be done. ésgttoof in the
pudding, Mr. Speaker? Is there anything in thisegoment'’s
budget to back up that rhetoric? Is it “walking th&” or is it
“talking the talk™? Again, this is something futurukon po-
litical historians will clearly determine is thettier option. As a
consequence — and | will just wrap up with thesedsc— in

the fall, voters will have a clear choice, and itkear that
choice will not be the Yukon Party. Thank you.

Mr. Nordick: It gives me great pleasure to speak i
support of this balanced, surplus budget todays Ththe fifth
budget that I've been involved with since beingctdd in 2006
by the citizens of Klondike, and the ninth budgkthis Yukon
Party government. | truly enjoy representing Daw&ity and
the Klondike. | look forward to representing my aoomity for
years to come. Thanks to my friends and — mostloftenks
to my wife Tracy — for their support. Thanks to mynstitu-
ents for giving me this great opportunity to pasty effect
change for our community in the Klondike.

When the Yukon Party took office in 2002, the p@pioin
of the Yukon was decreasing and the Yukon had épezd
seven years of economic recession. Yukon's unempboy
rate — that was double-digit in 2002.

Today our population has experienced steady gramth
Yukon’s unemployment rate is the lowest in Canatlhen we
speak about the economy and the health of our canties,
Dawson City, for one, was bankrupt when the Yukamty?
took office. Dawson City was guided into bankruptoyder the
former Liberal government’s leadership. When weakpebout
track records, that is quite the track record. Hbimgs have
changed since our government took office. Our gawemt
fixed the former Liberal government’s failures. Youway ask
how we have fixed the former Liberal governmenggures.
We utilized budgets to help stimulate Yukon’'s ptévaector
economy, an economy built on diversity ranging framarism
to mining. We also utilized our budgets and po$die promote
a positive social environment for citizens or thakgn. We
practice good governance. We protected the envieohmWe
built a vibrant arts culture community. Mining egpdtion and
development was less than $10 million in 2002. ktinand
exploration was $410 million in 2010. Exploratioforee in
2011 is expected to be in the $200-million rangeApril of
this year there will be three operating mines ie tfukon:
Capstone’s copper mine at Minto; Alexco’s BelleKsrsilver,
lead, zinc mine at Keno and Yukon Zinc Corporatsoainc
silver Wolverine Mine near Ross River.

I know the Leader of the Third Party mentioned tinare
are no Yukoners working at these mines. | wouldoarage
her and her colleagues to go to the mines anantelthat they
do not recognize the faces at the mines; tell raglhen they
go to Pelly’s camp at Minto mine that they do rextagnize the
faces there. | recognize the faces at these minghey are
Yukoners — Yukoners benefiting from our policiesdaour
practices.

Mr. Speaker, we also know that there are more mimes
the permitting stage, and we all know the discasemear
Dawson City such as the White Gold property andittigact
that discovery has had on our territory and our roomities.
I'd like to take the opportunity to thank the maingividuals
involved in the exploration and mining industry,riieularly
Sean Ryan and Cathy Wood for their hard work andrdeéna-
tion and the results that we all are very much aveditoday.

n
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June 2010 marked the seventh consecutive June wdtch

corded an increase in population. As | stated exartiur unem-
ployment rate as of December 2010 was the lowesigrtoun-
try. Tourism — to date, figures for border crossirghow an
increase of 10 percent, marking 11 consecutive hsomf
growth in border crossings. The tourism industrymgortant
to my community and the Yukon. This Yukon Party gaw
ment supports this industry. | could list the mamigiatives that
we have undertaken to support and build touristiménYukon,
but it would take me all day, and | only have arsiperiod of
time today.

I will list a few examples — an example like expard
the airports in Dawson City, Old Crow and expandiene in
Whitehorse at the Erik Nielsen Whitehorse Intewral Air-
port. We built visitor centres at Tombstone in parship with
the Trondék Hwéch'in. We're working on cultural riees
throughout the territory in partnerships with thekgn First
Nations. We have had a significant increase in etang.
Those are just a few; the list goes on and on.

| would like to now focus on how our Yukon Partyvgo
ernment’s vision has improved my community. TheyQf
Dawson is now on sound financial ground.

This Yukon Party government supported the City afsD
son with millions of dollars toward a financial lmit package.
We also supported all the communities throughoettdritory
by increasing the comprehensive municipal operagiramts in
2007 and 2008, totalling $12.538 million. In 200& govern-
ment approved annual increments of $888,000 udiiP213.

In Dawson, our vision and our planning has accoshplil
a lot of things in conjunction with the citizens Bawson City.
We paved Front Street. That created jobs in my conity
That investment in beautifying our community hadoaal
Yukon construction firm spending hotel nights i thommu-
nity, employing local contractors, and employingdbyouth.
That was an investment that this Yukon Party gowvemt did
in my community. This Yukon Party government alsdltba
visitor centre at Tombstone. This Yukon Party gowveent
also, in partnership with the Trondék Hwéch'in gtilNation,
signed the Tombstone management plan. | ought ronce
members that the Tombstone visitor centre was lwyilHan
Construction, a local company in Dawson City, paftthe
development corporation of
employment directly for my community.

As we speak, we are building an apartment building
Dawson City to replace Korbo. Currently and throughthe
winter — maybe not currently, but throughout theter, eight
Dawson individuals were employed at that constanctite.
All but one subcontractor were Yukon-based busiegss
know the Third Party said that all the stimulus mwis going
out of the territory, but I'd like her to explaia Dawson and to
the territory how the money of all but one subcactor gets
invested outside the territory — money being spetie terri-
tory in my community.

We replaced a playground in Dawson City to repltee
decrepit, dangerous playground the new hospitakisg built
on. That playground was built by a local contractermore
employment for the citizens of Dawson City.

Trondék Hwéch'in —

We are also fixing the waste-water problem in Dawso
City. We have a signed contract with a companydwesthe
waste-water treatment issue in Dawson City, andstitecon-
tractors on the project stayed in Dawson City thtmut the
summer drilling the holes for the mechanical pl&ignificant
money was spent at hotels, restaurants, and lagdtactors
working on that project — money being investedlirs terri-
tory’s people.

We are also creating a district heating systemililatre-
ate local jobs in my community. In the long termleeal jobs;
in the short term, it's creating local jobs througimstruction,
through excavation.

We expanded the airport buttons in Dawson Cityllmaa
the landing of a larger plane by Air North — dong Ibcal
contractors.

We invested in a new search and rescue boat forsbaw
City.

In 2002 — | just want a couple of people to thirdck —
could you make a cellphone call in Dawson City? No.cell-
phone service in 2002 in Dawson City. This Yukomty?gov-
ernment put cellphone service in 17 communitiesat T quite
an accomplishment. Not only did we do that, we halge ex-
panded cellphone service. Today, you can receivellphone
call at the airport in Dawson City. The individuaio live at
Rock Creek can use a cellphone now. We are inygstiour
communities.

With regard to education, we are building an exjansf
education in our community with Yukon College — tthaa
$2.6-million expansion, built by locals, manageddsals, and
the benefit is for Yukoners.

This Yukon Party government built the Klondike ihge
of Art and Culture. This Yukon Party governmentyuunds
that endeavour. We — this government— under theeleship
of the Tourism minister, created a thriving artsncounity in
Dawson City. What | would like to do is give a cteigxam-
ples of how things have changed just in arts artumuin
Dawson City. Under the former Liberal governmeiatdership,
arts and culture mustn’t have been a very big jyiobecause
they spent in their budget $250,000 total on amts @ulture for
Dawson City. This year, we have spent over $1 amlibn arts
and culture in Dawson City alone. Think about thde spend
that much in all the jurisdictions in the Yukon. Weave a
strong emphasis on arts and culture in this teyrito

What else are we doing for the healthiness and:toa-
omy of my community? We are building a hospitalfde |
get into much detail on the hospital, | do wantntake sure
Yukoners and the citizens of Dawson City remembleatvthe
Liberal Party’s philosophy is on health care nefuisYukon-
ers. On September 22, 2010, in this very Assentbé/Leader
of the Official Opposition was critical of the gawenent’s plan
to build a hospital in Dawson. He said, in pargttthere is a
good governance model of health care delivery usgoss
Canada and the United States, and that is to ctraterre-
sources in the greater population centre. The @ffiopposi-
tion truly believes that if you choose to live ural Yukon, you
should be expected to travel for services. The eead the
Official Opposition went on to say, on the very hday — so
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it wasn't just a random thought one day — but tbetrday he
added to that by saying that that’s just the wawyatks. You

make certain decisions when you live in communiti€kis

Yukon Party government and | believe all Yukonevegther
rural or urban, deserve the same level of health ea many
Canadians receive in southern Canada. This Yukaoty gav-

ernment supports rural Yukon. We are building a hespital

in Dawson City and Watson Lake. Our governmens, Yhikon

Party government, believes that Dawson City andlrukon

deserve these services. We believe in providingilstation,

observation, and monitoring should you need it. ¥bauldn’t

have to go to Whitehorse.

We believe in providing convalescent care. We belim
providing respite care in communities like Dawsoity Gnd
Watson Lake. We believe in providing palliative esaacute
medical detoxification, acute mental health intetien, First
Nation health programming, laboratory work, mediocahging,
and diabetic consultation. We believe in providingreases in
services in the communities. Building a hospitalDawson
City and Watson Lake was a decision for the bettatnof
communities. | know the Official Opposition doest helieve
in that approach. They would rather see communigynivers
travel to Whitehorse. | would like the members ogfm to
explain that to northern Yukon — Mayo, Stewart Ging, Old
Crow, Dawson — they deserve a hospital. | knowficial
Opposition would not do that. | live for the dayevhthe Offi-
cial Opposition stands up and says, “We were méstakVe
made a mistake.”

You know the third party hasn’t been much bettehwe-
gard to health care opportunities for rural Yukbast session,
or maybe the second-last session, they accuseddh&snment
of going in an insane direction with regard to ding a hospi-
tal in Dawson City — an insane direction. | woultceurage
the members of the Third Party to travel to Daw§lty, sit
down, call a public meeting and tell each one okthmembers
who come to that public meeting that they needrawd to
Whitehorse, and see if they think it's an insaneisien then.

Mr. Speaker, a new hospital in Dawson City will yide
emergency services 24/7, outpatient services ssiciupatient
clinics, 1V, antibiotics, et cetera, and in-patiéetds. There will
be six rooms providing the following services: diahtion,
observation and monitoring, convalescent care, iteesgare
when McDonald Lodge is unable to do so, palliataee when
not available in the community, acute medical diitcation,
acute mental health intervention, other medicale cas re-
quired.

In this new facility, there are other services @ndgrams
— a First Nation health program, laboratory withwniab X-
ray technician to provide services, medical imagingpatient
pharmacy, dietetic counselling and therapies. Ehégainst the
belief of the Liberal Party. They believe you shibtiavel to
Whitehorse. It's against the belief of the Thirdrtis ap-
proach, calling this an “insane direction.”

The design of the building supports community Healt
partnerships and includes space for community ngrsia
community mental health coordinator, emergency cadier-
vices, Dawson medical clinic — this building incksda medi-

cal clinic — a retail pharmacy and space for wigjtspecialists
and professionals. This new building — the physamjhcency
to McDonald Lodge, which will be the second phaaligws

the following — McDonald Lodge will provide mealrse&es

to the hospital. Some building services will bershaand the
hospital will provide shared space such as teactoogs and
the use of therapy rooms and the ability to trartspatients
and individuals from McDonald Lodge to the hospieasier
and with less stress on the patients for diagn@stit medical
needs such as X-rays. They're right beside a haspo if a
doctor can make some personal rounds through MdBona
Lodge, so much the better. If the nurses from thephal can

make personal rounds through McDonald Lodge, sohntie

better. The medical clinic is being replaced witheav hospital.

Not only have we invested in health care needsofor
communities, we have also committed and investedha
community development fund. I'll list some of theitiatives
that the community development fund has accompiisheny
community. There is the dike and development of wager
front revitalization plan with Dawson City. Therethe vertical
lift at the Dawson City Arts Society to allow sersdo get to
the second floor of the Oddfellows Hall, which —aifiybody
hasn't been paying attention — is funded by thisegoment.
The Dawson City Ski Assaociation, along with a caupf other
organizations, is building a multi-storage and rtexiance shop
at the ski hill. The Klondyke Centennial Societyshauilt a
discovery trail system at Discovery Claim, whichhelping
boost tourism.

The Klondike Active Trails & Transport Society ipgrad-
ing walking trails. We have invested a significamimber of
dollars in this organization, which puts youth dodal indi-
viduals to work building walking and hiking traillsat are used
by locals and tourists — a very well-deserved asset

The Dawson City Museum received some funding for

mannequins, which highlighted distinctive indivitkiavho
have invested a lot of their time and their liféoithe commu-
nity, and now their memories are captured in thesenm for
many generations to see.

The Dawson City firefighters built a cold-storageeifity
to store all their artifacts that they have beemgishroughout
the last number of years to display their histdig. like to
thank the volunteer fire department for the invesimthey
personally put into this project. Not very often alganizations
put their own cash toward a project to the extlat this or-
ganization did.

The City of Dawson also built a new anchoring syste
thanks to this government, for boats on the YukareR The
list goes on and on and on.

The CDF projects that we have — | just spoke abeut
people wonder, how do those benefit the communitiéll,
there was $4.2-million worth of investment in tloedl econ-
omy in Dawson City alone. That's around 50,000 barfrem-
ployment directly in my community. Not only have eilt
the economy through the community development fume,
have invested over $75 million in recent and curreapital
investments in Dawson City, which created jobs andur-
rently and will continue to provide significant kedits to the
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citizens of the Klondike. On a side note, the nhumifegov-
ernment employees has increased in the last nupfbgears
with new infrastructure like the hospital and a negeDonald
Lodge, so we will see increases in year-round govent jobs.

Mr. Speaker, what do | see Dawson’s future to be@d
Dawson’s future to be a beautiful, growing dynarmammu-
nity where our friends and our family are able & medical
treatment closer to home, at a new hospital arsdregw medi-
cal clinic. | see a community where seniors are ablreside at
a new McDonald Lodge, living in the comfort theysdeve. |
see their grandchildren playing in a new playgroand in a
new recreation centre.

| would like to thank the Minister of Community S&es
and this government for the work that they've dare] we've
done, with the City of Dawson in improving the reational
facilities in Dawson City. I'd like to see a partakip with the
City of Dawson, the Yukon government and the Hitation to
expand on the recreation facility and infrastruetwe have. I,
personally, would like to see the completion ofeavrfacility
and | think the City of Dawson is currently workiog where
that new facility would be. | think one of the ldicas that
they’'ve chosen is lot 1058-1059, but | don’'t wanthoose that
for them — that'’s for them to bring forward.

Mr. Speaker, | see our children receiving qualiyeation
in our community with the option to receive additb educa-
tion in the new art school or the new Yukon Collegeee a
paleontologist’s presence in Dawson City, wherersze and
industry work together to promote their archaeoldiggs of
the Klondike.

| see the City of Dawson’s water and waste-watebpr
lems solved with it benefiting our citizens by pidiag afford-
able water and waste-water rates, thanks to the \waste-
water treatment plant and district heating systiesee potential
to heat the swimming pool year-round with the distheating
system. | see our community being more physicatljva on
the walking trails that have been built, thankghis govern-
ment’s community development fund.

| see a continuing, vibrant arts community becaafsthe
investment of this Yukon Party government. We angesting
over $1.6 million in the arts and culture in Dawg0ity this
year alone. An example of this investment is DCARBich,
when | took office and when this party took offifsur years
ago for the second mandate, was receiving $15000€ar of
core funding. Today, DCAS and SOVA receive ovendllion
a year of core funding. This Yukon Party governmauports
the arts.

| support this budget and | am proud to work wigdlcte and
every one of this Yukon Party team. The LiberaltPaicouple
of days ago, mentioned they don't see anybody stgntg and
saying we support the leader or our colleaguesl!,Wslipport
the Minister of Tourism. | support the Premier.ulpport the
Minister of Health and Social Services. | suppbg Minister
of Economic Development. | support the MinisterExfuca-
tion. | support the Minister of Community Servicésupport
the Minister of Justice, and | also support the ister of Envi-
ronment.

The members opposite think that just because weét don
stand up and say publicly we support each other ecalse
they're not used to working as a team. They dondarstand
that “team” doesn’t mean we jump up and down andayewe
support each other, but if the members oppositet wanto, |
could jump up and down, because | do support gamt The
reason why | support the team is because of thenvend the
policies that they have put forth. I'm proud to badeen part of
a government that has improved our economy, oestlfe and
our overall well-being and will continue to do tHat years to
come.

Speaker: If the Hon. Premier speaks, he'll close de-
bate. Does any other member wish to be heard?

Mr. Cathers: I'll be very brief in my remarks at sec-
ond reading. | look forward to discussing the budfgether
during the sitting. | want to make a few notes tom budget.

I'm pleased to see continued investment in infradtre
in my riding and around the Yukon. I'm pleased ¢e €ontin-
ued strong funding for health and for other sewiaad pro-
grams important to Yukoners' quality of life, indimg the
continuation of the health and resource stratedh wicentive
programs to attract physicians to the Yukon andhbimesaries
for Yukon students being educated as doctors, swaséd other
health professionals, which | had the honour ofl@mgnting
when | was minister responsible.

I'm pleased to see in the budget another $600,000dn-
tinuation of the rural well program, which has tegpover 140
families, including my constituents, install a welhd water
system for their home. | thank the Minister of Coomity Ser-
vices for his indication yesterday that he andDlepartment of
Community Services remain interested in reachingraange-
ment with the City of Whitehorse to allow the pragr to be
made available to my constituents and other retsdesthin
city limits.

I'm also pleased to see continued investment iratheunt
announced last year under the Building Canada fondhe
construction of a Deep Creek community well, arehped that
project is continuing to move forward. | also wetethe con-
tinued support for agriculture through Growing Fard/ and
hope to see it used effectively this fiscal yeaintgest in infra-
structure priorities of farmers in keeping with tAgriculture
branch program objective added when | was ministamely,
to support development of infrastructure that emages in-
creased local food production and improves fooctgadnd
security.

Another area | am pleased to see in the budgéei$3.2
million allocated —

INTRODUCTION OF VISITORS

Hon. Mr. Lang: I would like to introduce a friend of
the Yukon, Dave Laxton, a hard worker for the Leg@nd
other organizations in the territory. Let us maka tvelcome.

Applause



February 10, 2011

HANSARD

7373

Mr. Cathers:
budget for a second ambulance station. Lookingeselkbping
such a station was a key election announcemen®06,2and |
commend the minister and the government for matfgyin-
vestment. The creation of the second ambulancemstatill
improve response time for Whitehorse and nearbgsaserved
by the Whitehorse Emergency Medical Services irinigidof
course, my riding of Lake Laberge. There is no ddbét that
improved response time will save lives.

| am also pleased to see the continued supportuiai
mental health positions | announced in 2007, acwhigratulate
the minister and the department for finding moneyehsure
that these programs funded under the territorialtheaccess
fund will not end when that fund ends.

| am also pleased to see the government resportketo
recommendations that | made after a review this saated to
the creation of a sobering centre and recognizeittieaa need
that will in fact ensure that people who are intated and
taken into custody by the police are dealt witlmnappropriate
manner, without putting an unnecessary burden enether-
gency room staff.

| also want to — in rising on the budget — than& tov-
ernment for several projects that were completetl dammer.
Three intersection projects, including the Mayo ®Roalaska
Highway corner; the Deep Creek intersection with ayo
Road and the turning lanes there; and the sambadio® Bay
— the turning lanes where it meets with the MayadRor, for
those using the official name, the north Klondikigltvay.

Also, | am pleased with the rapid response thatMimes-
ter of Highways and Public Works gave in respomseny re-
port of constituents’ concerns related to the yafétthe Flat
Creek bridge. They responded within a manner ofemezeks
in addressing that problem and | thank them fongdhat. Last
summer also saw investment in continuing to re@ackresur-
face the Mayo Road north from kilometre 223 whéee firevi-
ous year’s project had terminated, and again a welgomed
investment as well as continued investment in toé $prings
Road project engineering that was included in yastr’s fiscal
year and again continued in this year’'s budget.

The functional plan, of course, was released in9280d
contains the main improvements and actions thatomgtitu-
ents asked for: widening the road, the creationydfist lanes,
the creation of trails for both motorized and noatonized use
and, of course, improving the surface, which ischiizg the
end of its lifespan.

There are a number of other areas within the buttgetl
could address but in the interest of time and gtitnto details
further on in this session, | will simply concludey remarks
there.

| again thank my constituents in what is presumahby
last legislative sitting of this, the %2Legislature — the last
sitting before the next election. | want to thahkrh again for
the honour it has been to serve them over thegight and a
half years, roughly speaking, and look forward ¢eisg their
continued support this fall. | again, Mr. Speakeant to thank
you, the Assembly staff — both in the Legislativesa@mbly

| am pleased to see $3.2 million in the office and inHansard — for their support over the years. | will

be supporting this budget. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Speaker: If the Hon. Premier speaks, he'll close de-
bate. Does any other member wish to be heard?

Hon. Mr. Fentie: Let me begin by extending our ap-
preciation from the government side of the Housd armdeed,
as Minister of Finance, my appreciation to all menshof the
House for their responses to what is another rebadtet for
the Yukon. | must say, however, that there is sdimappoint-
ment. | will get to that disappointment momentariye have
tabled in this House, another billion-dollar budfgatYukoners
— a budget that shows a multi-year fiscal plantffigs territory,
which is something that is critical for being albbbemange the
finances of any jurisdiction. What's proving outréds that
that approach to fiscal management with multi-yiesoal plan-
ning has served us well, and the budget estimé&tesly show
that our fiscal capacity, especially our savingsoaat, will
continue to grow. A great deal of credit is dueatbdepart-
ments and the officials within those department® \ahe re-
sponsible for managing each budget envelope, asdemd, and
doing their best, to the extent possible, to mbettargets, as
provided through the call letters and the directias given by
Management Board and the Management Board Seeatetari

A special thanks to the Finance officials, who srgtru-
mental in oversight and ensuring that we are prdicgeac-
cording to the overall fiscal plan, as brought fard by the
government — a plan that began upon taking offaaes eight
and a half, going into nine, years ago.

To the disappointment — this was the golden opmityu
for the opposition members of this House to cleariyculate
and lay out before the Yukon public the plan fa fature they
would present to Yukoners in what is soon to bettarogen-
eral election. In fact, as recently as January Réhis year,
those comments were very much the comments that egem-
ing from the opposition parties by way of theirdees — that
the opposition parties will use the upcoming sitof the Leg-
islature to lay out their visions for the territory

So, of course, the government side has listeneahtigtto
the responses to the budget, because, of cousdutiget —
the fiscal plan for the Yukon — has a great dealdawith the
future of the Yukon Territory and the directionitll go. The
Leader of the Official Opposition, the Liberal lead had
unlimited time to clearly lay out a plan for the Rén. The dis-
appointment is that nothing of the sort was prodide the
House or to Yukoners.

There was a great deal of dissertation around staart-
ing history, but | would remind the Liberal leadbat history is
the past and the territory has come a long way, ve@dnust
now move on into the future. No vision, no plan regsed —
and that is quite disturbing. There was no indaaibn where
the Liberals stand on many, many matters. In fia@yen be-
came more confusing. For anyone so close to thiss-we are
— being confused by what the Liberals would provitiés
territory and its people and the direction they ldolead this
territory in the future — if it can’t even be undtrod right
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here, when we are sitting across from those membeéite
they are expressing what they're expressing, canigm@agine
what the Yukon public must think?

So it's disappointing that the Official Oppositiamd the
Liberal leader were either unable or unwilling tcegent to
Yukoners a clear vision and a clear plan for therf of this
territory.

Unfortunately it even got a little worse when yansider
the interaction by the Liberal members on matti&esthe Peel.
We know the Liberal Party, its leader and its meratmtearly
have accepted a draft plan. They have stated foeitHouse,
and they have stated so publicly — averting duecegss.
There's quite a distance to go on that. The govemtraide will
continue on with the process until its conclusibmould re-
mind the Liberal leader that the Liberals have eseld a draft
plan. There’s still a step where the final draftled Peel water-
shed plan must still go before the Yukon publicftother con-
sultation. The Liberals, unfortunately, would igaahat very
important step of engagement with the public.

But what is worse? Recently at the Roundup, it beca
quite evident that the representatives of the labBarty pre-
sent at the Roundup were saying something quitensistent
with their position as taken in this House and mpdblic in
the Yukon. What is striking — even though the gowveent
side had brought to the Roundup its Minister of iEstvment to
clearly articulate the Yukon government’s balaneggroach
by way of policy, regulatory assessment, environilens-
sessment and so on — a balance expressing anatadgap-
proach to resource development — the Liberal Pany the
Liberal leader chose not to even bring their envinent critic.
Maybe | have a reason why. The statements being ratithe
Roundup being so inconsistent with the positioretakere in
the Yukon would be very, very unacceptable to trerider for
Vuntut Gwitchin, the Liberal critic for the Envirarent. | think
that in itself is somewhat of a concern, becausam@egoing to
the polls. Obviously the Liberals will be in thargral election
and this is something that Yukoners will never Higrfiom —
inconsistency and this approach to matters of gnepbrtance
to Yukon today and into the future. This approadh ot be
beneficial, and | would encourage the Liberal leadeplease
make it clear on these matters exactly what therabposition
is — and on many others.

As far as the finances of the territory, there @ much
point in debating with the Liberal leader what thd&ances
are. The Liberal leader does not agree with allitfigrmation
before this House by way of the budget documents.dbles
not believe that that is the actual fiscal positionYukon, and
I would encourage the Liberal leader then to tellkdnhers
what the Liberals believe the fiscal position to be

Further to that, another disappointing fact istthied party
— and | know the Leader of the Third Party is rigkly new,
and that is understandable — but there is someusiif on
the fiscal relationship with Yukon and the fedegalzernment,
with our royalties regime with how that is sharedhwFirst
Nations, what instruments are applied — whethbeitheUm-
brella Final Agreement, whether it be YOGA, whether it be the
devolution transfer agreement, so on and so f&th.l won't

speak for the third party or any of the membersosjip, but
what | will say, when it comes to the cost of dolmggsiness in
the Yukon, when it comes to royalties and taxateEgimes, the
Yukon Party government will not raise taxes — intfajuite

the contrary, we've been very diligent in ensurimg can find
ways to reduce the tax burden on Yukoners and Yukesi-

ness. We are not going to raise the cost to industte are
going to remain competitive, as we are today, beedbat has
bode well for the Yukon. We are one of the mostaative

places in the world today for investment. So, wk stand firm

on that.

I would hope that the members opposite will recagrihe
importance of investment in Yukon and what that mset@ our
future. What we will do, however — which we've aldy be-
gun as far back as September of 2010 — is worlaimprship
with First Nations to develop a joint position —basiness case
to go before the federal government to do suchgthis raise
the cap on resources revenues, but not to raissosido indus-
try.

| could delve into a whole bunch of rebuttal to coemts
made here on the floor of the House, but | thilksiim all of
the rebuttal up by saying, I'm sure as Yukoners @isap-
pointed, so too are we that the opposition pafia#ged misera-
bly to provide us any indication of where they wbthke this
territory into its future.

Let me just give a few reasons why the budget isritical
to the future of any jurisdiction and, of course,Yukon that
principle holds true. This budget targets a nundfeareas: it
targets through strategic investment practisingdggovern-
ment; it targets through strategic investment mtitg and
preserving our environment and, of course, our liféidand it
targets strategically achieving a better qualityifef and, most
importantly, it will keep us on the pathway to gresty.

That's what the budget is doing today. That's wbat
budgeting practices have done in the past andstretactly
what this budget, as tabled before the House tadaall its
detail, will continue to do into the future and fact, by way of
the documents before this House, as far out ageéie2015.

In that regard, let me speak a little bit of owgcél posi-
tion. That's important because maintaining thatdisposition
is certainly a major part of the direction the Yuoke going.

Our finances, to a large degree, are made up by own
source revenue and our fiscal relationship with&@ian When
we budget, the first and most critical componenthatt is to
determine, through all the available informatiord,aim doing
so, calculating with all that available informatidrefore us,
what we estimate our revenues to be going forwlacén tell
this House that we are conservative in our estisnated our
revenues. We have and will continue, as the budgetiments
presented show, to show a revenue growth in thetbwbree
percent range. That is critical because that aksostates into
what kind of growth of expenditure we are providimgthe
fiscal plan for Yukon. Our growth in expenditure; Wway of
estimate, as any member of the House can see kintpmto
the detail of the budget documents themselvedas we are
staying within that range. That essentially meanasave paying
our way.
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There are going to be anomalies; there are goingeto
variances during the course of any fiscal yednafipens all the
time.

Here’s another essential point about the YukonyRgot/-
ernment’s fiscal management. In conjunction witkinesting
our revenue growth — revenue streams — and witinating
our growth in expenditure — cost to government, arast of
that is delivery of programs and services to Yukaople —
we also continue to maintain an emphasis stratihgioa a
savings account.

So when we went through the last couple of yeatseres
the world experienced an unprecedented meltdowthenfi-
nancial sector, a global economic downturn unsedore save
and except possibly the Depression of the 193@s,Yikon
government was very fortunate to have had the gawaecount
that was the result of financial planning the Yuk®arty gov-
ernment brought to office.

We were able to use that savings account. Thahgawac-

Government of Canada, has said clearly this is vy will
not do.

Most recently, the individual responsible for theedsury
Board has reiterated that very point. So we knoey'tle not
going to offload the federal deficit on to the prwral and ter-
ritorial governments, but we must be very vigiland diligent
in our financial management practices and the butlgg we
have laid out accomplishes exactly that, shouldethe situa-
tions that arise that we must address — and, thegain, the
savings account.

On that point, you know, it is really tiring to kedearing
about unprecedented amounts of federal transferafintiese
statements being made. | would wonder what the sippo
members of this House really think about Yukoneight to
comparable services — measured by comparable lef/é&dsa-
tion. That is a principle of this country. It's aundation of the
Canadian fabric we share. So, those statement®altg quite
irresponsible when you consider what Canada islatut and

count allowed us to meet emerging needs — for el@mp the role and the position that the Yukon playshis great fed-

health care for Yukoners; the results of collectibgrgaining
agreements for employees; addressing solvencysdsugen-
sion funds like the Yukon Hospital and Yukon Co#egccel-
eration of capital projects because of sound dapianning
and very solid construction methods — and probablgt of
pride in the construction itself — and a long b$tother needs
were met because we had a savings account. Sueelyawe
spent that savings account down; that’s the pdihteing one.

However, the fiscal plan also shows clearly thatane re-
building that savings account; that we continueineest in
these areas that | mentioned moments ago. Conrinakst-
ing strategically in infrastructure, building YuKenfuture —
that's what the Yukon Party's fiscal plan is andttlis the
foundation for the Yukon Party government’s plan ttee fu-
ture. At least we can go before the public withgilke points,
plans and visions for this territory. At least wa that down in
documents that are public documents and we’ll coietito do
that. That's the emphasis we put on the publicr@stehere in
Yukon.

| would encourage the opposition to recognize bieaause
the Yukon Party government would want nothing brdtten a
constructive, general election where all Yukonesis be the
recipients of clear messaging and planning on wlatparties
of this territory would do for Yukon long into thHeture.

| think it is fair that | should also lay out sorkallenges
before us, and it is important that building theaficial frame-
work that we have, we are going to be better ablaeet those
challenges. Challenge number one: we do not knosr the
long term what the federal government might doegard to
addressing the federal deficit. We do know that fibderal
government has been very clear publicly that byyeer 2015-
16 they will have erased the deficit. We also krmyway of
public comment that the federal government will, uotlike the
former federal Liberal government in the mid-90$jich ad-
dressed the deficit on the backs of the provincektarritories
simply by offloading the national deficit on to ethjurisdic-
tions, we know that the Harper government, the Ensagive

eration.

Furthermore, when you consider that fact, | thimdee’s a
direct confusion between what provinces receivenftbe fed-
eral government and how that’s measured and wieatettnito-
ries receive from the federal government and hat'shmeas-
ured and I'll be very brief and simple on this goin

In Canada, all provinces have the constitutionghtrito
access the fiscal resources through the equalizgfogram
should they be eligible to receive equalizationrpegts. The
equalization program itself is driven by revenudfsmy prov-
ince does not meet the threshold of revenue thagetidy the
national standard, the gap between what their cyumeg reve-
nues are and that standard, that national stanatarglet for
revenue, that gap is filled with equalization.

Here in the territories — in Yukon — we do not have

equalization — we are not a province — so our tietial fund-

ing formula is the instrument — and all its meclsams in the
formula — that fills the gaps required, except &®mone dis-
tinct difference. The territorial funding formula not revenue
driven; it's program driven. Therein comes the gipte of

comparable services measured on comparable lefekxa-

tion.

So to raise the fear that we are going to expegieaduc-
tions in all these things that are going to be gomaroblem for
the Yukon public going forward is really irrespduisi because,
in making those statements, it does not provide engence
on how the reversal of those principles entrendghealr terri-
torial funding formula are going to be reversedreButhe
members opposite would provide that kind of evidgenc

So we are confident that, going forward, the budigdore
this House, its estimates of revenue and expemitare as
solid as estimates can be, based on all availatbteniation
and the necessary calculations done not only byaccounting
people and officials and experts in the field, &kso our confi-
dence in presenting the Yukon government's bookght®
Auditor General each and every year.

Financially, we are in good shape. The Yukon gowesmt
is one of only two jurisdictions that does not hawet debt.
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Only Alberta can say that. Yukon and Alberta hasenat debt.
In short, we the Yukon have the fiscal resourcesilable to
finance future government operations and that acty what
is in the budget before us. Any other province éewiitory
cannot do that. They do not have the fiscal ressuavailable
today to finance future government operations ofdrow.

So it is quite an achievement. We certainly dogurtcern
ourselves with empty criticism. There is really ling to that,
but there has been a lot of work by many to getYbhkon to
the fiscal position that it is in. That will surelgontribute
greatly to the positive future that we the YukomtPsee for
the Yukon Territory and its people.

Another challenge is energy. Energy, because of
growth and development, is going to be a critidadllenge to
be met. The Yukon Party is up for the challenge.

We have presented by way of policy framework thé&ofu
energy strategy, and our corporation has presetge2D-year
resource plan. These are the instruments that \Weusé and
apply to go forward™ and meet the challenges inftitere in
addressing our energy needs. Our purpose is tdnocento
provide reliable, affordable energy for YukonerbaTincludes
access to energy to further provide incentive fatustry to
invest and establish here in the Yukon Territorg. fAr as the
labour market issues and the challenges we face,thdot of
that can be attributed to the exodus of our poparat— our
young people, our skilled workers — back in thosgible,
dark days of Liberal and NDP leadership — or mayigegood
point is lack of leadership for this territory. Buteally created
a significant gap in the Yukon, and I'm pleasedsty that
that’s turning around. More importantly, I'm veryepsed to
see Yukon children coming back to this territorgttong gain-
ful employment, and establishing themselves hex® @yain.
They are taxpayers now, contributing to the Yukod ds fu-
ture and raising families. Our population growthcigical —
more taxpayers coming to the Yukon and contributing
Yukon's fortunes and future. That was certainly emsential
part of the Yukon Party’'s plan as we commencedtakiffice
in 2002.

It's producing results, but there is more — muchren&o
attracting immigrants and others to this territéoywork and
benefit and share in the prosperity of this teryits certainly a
position the Yukon takes. We don’t agree with theRNthat
immigrants are bad — they shouldn’t be here. Wetdmgree
with the NDP who, obviously, absolutely oppose lin& trade
and labour mobility for this country. We don't agreith that.
We agree with labour mobility and internal tradel ammigra-
tion. In fact, we encourage it, Mr. Speaker. We tvaot just
Canada, but the world to experience and participat¢he
prosperity and the future of our territory. But,daing that, we
want them to commit to also contribute to that fatin build-
ing Yukon into a place that it should rightly be.

So, Mr. Speaker, | know the NDP has an aversiondos-
try and to profit and to free enterprise. You kndhere’s an-
other problem here. It's getting very hard to digtiish be-
tween the NDP and the Liberals in that regard.

In fact, it appears more and more every day in lHuosse,
and in past sittings, that both the Liberals andPNiglieve in a

doctrine — in an ideology — where we should alldspially
poor.

Well, not the Yukon Party government. We believérae
enterprise; we believe in entrepreneurship; weekelin profit;
we believe in providing incentive to the corporasoand to
small businesses and to all to come and investuinterritory
and make a profit.

In doing so, we take a balanced approach to refgens
sustainable development and protecting our envisstinand
our pristine wilderness — and there’s more. We hiragnati-
cally strengthened the social safety net. We vaiitmue to do
that. We have significantly invested in health cangl educa-

ouron. The budget shows we continue to do that. Yiasch has
been done over these last eight years plus thatdkes the
territory from a devastated situation to the pathwaprosper-
ity. We the Yukon Party government are going to ticwe
leading the Yukon Territory down that pathway togperity.

The budget before us is the instrument and thes tiiwdn-
cially for us to do exactly that. All we can ase@mtfrom what
we have heard today with this so-called relaying ptan for
the future by the opposition parties for Yukonhsttthey are
both on the bus going backward to nowhere.

I commend this budget to the House for the passage
for the benefit of Yukoners. In closing, | must rtkethe con-
stituents of Watson Lake for some 15 years of stppat all
Yukoners indeed for recognizing and trusting in thakon
Party government that our plan was the right one.

Speaker:  Are you prepared for the question?
Some Hon. Members:  Division.

Division
Speaker:  Division has been called.
Bells

Speaker:  Mr. Clerk, please poll the House.

Hon. Mr. Fentie: Agree.

Hon. Ms. Taylor: Agree.

Hon. Mr. Kenyon: Agree.

Hon. Mr. Rouble: Agree.

Hon. Mr. Lang: Agree.

Hon. Ms. Horne: Agree.

Hon. Mr. Edzerza: Agree.

Mr. Nordick: Agree.

Mr. Mitchell: Disagree.

Mr. McRobb: Disagree.

Mr. Fairclough: Disagree.

Mr. Inverarity: Disagree.

Ms. Hanson: Disagree.

Mr. Cardiff: Disagree.

Mr. Cathers: Agree.

Clerk: Mr. Speaker, the results are nine yea, six nay.

Speaker:  The yeas have it. | declare the motion car-
ried.

Motion for second reading of Bill No. 24 agreed to
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GOVERNMENT MOTIONS
Motion No. 1273

Clerk:
Hon. Ms. Taylor.
Speaker:
Leader

THAT Craig Tuton, chair of the Yukon Hospital Corpe
tion, Joe MacGillivray, chief executive officer tifie Yukon
Hospital Corporation, and Kelly Steele, chief fineh officer
of the Yukon Hospital Corporation, appear as wisessbefore
Committee of the Whole from 3:30 p.m. to 5:30 pan.Tues-
day, February 15, 2011, to discuss matters relatinghe
Yukon Hospital Corporation.

Hon. Ms. Taylor: Mr. Speaker, my remarks will be
very brief. The motion before us is relatively gjtaforward. It
is very much so in recognition of the importancehsf Yukon
Hospital Corporation and their contributions to fuoeial bene-
fit of the territory. This is requesting unanimoosnsent of
members for the chief executive officer of the YnKkdospital
Corporation, the chair, as well as the chief finahofficer to
appear as witnesses next Tuesday, February 1% fanole-
some discussion to be sure among members.

Mr. Mitchell: Well, we certainly do appreciate the
motion from the Member for Whitehorse West to brithg
chair, the chief executive officer and the chiefaficial officer
of the Yukon Hospital Corporation before this Haube the
past, it was like pulling teeth to get a resporrsenfthe Gov-
ernment House Leader as to when or if we would Ithagrs
of corporations and CEOs of corporations appeasafgre this
House. In fact, we went some time — quite a lonteti— be-
fore we ever heard from the chair of the Yukon Hia$Cor-
poration or the CEO of the corporation before. #swndeed
enlightening when they were here last time, alttothgre isn't
a whole lot of time there between 3:30 p.m. and %3n. for
the amount of information that we need to elicit.

Of course, it is important to hear from the Hodp&arpo-
ration chair and CEO; perhaps even more so thahemast,
based on the fact that now responsibility for mamagnt and
construction of two additional hospitals — the fgiin Wat-
son Lake and the facility in Dawson City — is undee aus-
pices of the Yukon Hospital Corporation whereassi¢éd to be
in the Department of Health and Social Services.

We do look forward to questioning those witnessésink
I'll take this opportunity to again —

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

Mr. Mitchell:
to make. Mr. Speaker, is this a back and forth?|Welas
wondering. Never mind.

It's interesting to those of us on this side todmatinu-
ously told that we don’t support health care fdrcitizens of
Yukon and that we don't think that citizens in gveommu-
nity in Yukon have an equal right to access to theedre, but |
would have to correct the members on the other. ¥ikeheard
it most recently from the Member for Klondike, aitd an
incorrect assumption and a misunderstanding of wreatre-

peatedly said, which is that not all services canrdplicated
and duplicated in every community. By the logicwdiat the
Member for Klondike and the Premier keep saying,sieuld

Motion No. 1273, standing in the name of thebuiId a hospital in Burwash. We should build a hzdpn Tes-

lin. We should build a hospital in Keno. We shouldild a

It has been moved by the Government Houseﬁospital in Faro. We should build a hospital in s Junction.

We should build a hospital in Destruction Bay. Wémg we
stopping at three?

Clearly, the side opposite — the government — lwmsec
to the conclusion, contrary to all evidence andgfiert advice,
contrary to accepted practices across this countmtrary to
any rhyme or reason of how one provides medicalicerwe
should be providing the exact same services inyegemmu-
nity. We should have 16 or 17 MRIs, once we get ane
Whitehorse, because it would be a terrible thingaioyone in
Dawson or Teslin to come to Whitehorse to have &i tbne.
It's only going to benefit people in Whitehorse. V¥kould
have 15 or 16 CAT scanners. So, that's the modlttiey are
suggesting. Then, of course, we would have to staffve
would have to have all the experts in every comityurAs
opposed to saying, there are some things that welean-site
in each community, depending on its size.

There are others that we centralized becausehi&sonly
way we can afford to do them. But you know, therenore to
the provision of health care than what can be pieiin terms
of information only by the Hospital Corporation,chese they
can only provide us with a partial picture of thelidery of
medical services within Yukon. Yukon’s hospitalssogte in a
complex environment of health and social servicegm@ms
and initiatives; programs that are provided in malifferent
ways as, we have said, across this territory — igeal/ in
many communities, by community nurses, providedealth
stations.

Collaborative and cooperative health care links@oare
with other social services and healthy living paigs that are
housed in the Department of Health and Social 8esviln fact
we have seen, even with the new health care fasilithat
started out being multi-level health care facitisome five
years ago in Watson Lake and Dawson — announceéd@s
$5-million programs or $5.2 million programs at ttime —
we have seen over five years this being underdh&a of the
Department of Highways and Public Works. We've séen
under the Department of Health and Social Servigesye
seen it under three different health ministers; weeseen it
move now to the Hospital Corporation. It's veryfiilt to get
a complete picture of just how hospital care evéhhe pro-
vided in Yukon, based on how the hospitals havdvedoand
been under so much different responsibility. Hedporpora-

Excuse me; the Premier has comments;q, activities are most usefully considered inhtigpf other

Health and Social Services activities.

There is an opportunity to get a better and morapiete
picture of how this government provides medicaliees. For
example, the Auditor General of Canada has recertin-
pleted a very thorough review of the Departmeritieélth and
Social Services, and her findings will no doubtdlight on a
range of topics, such as financial priorities aedisions made
within the department, progress toward departmegaals and
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objectives, areas of concern with respect to as/iand proc-
esses, the effectiveness of the department’s expeesl on
programs, operations and capital projects and dppities for
further improvement.

In fact, the Auditor General will be in Whitehorsext
week to present her findings. Members of this Addgrwill
receive an in camerbriefing next Tuesday morning. It's not
what was originally planned before the sitting dages estab-
lished. In fact, what had been planned would haentto hold
public hearings, but that is not currently schedulo mem-
bers of this Assembly and the Yukon public wouldéa rare
opportunity to hear directly from the Auditor Gealeabout the
results of her extensive review.

The Hospital Corporation’s appearance can only e
hanced if this Assembly first gets the larger cahfeom the
Auditor General. So, accordingly, in order to faate this and
to make sure that we have all the possible infaomaat hand
prior to receiving the CEO and the chair of thepooation,
which we do look forward to, we would propose areadment
to the government’'s motion, which we believe withgrove
and enhance the Hospital Corporation’s appearancérst
inviting the Auditor General to appear. | will norgad that
amendment into the record.

e

Amendment proposed
Mr. Mitchell: I move

gestions on how to improve, has indicated where epdms
been well spent and perhaps where it could havea beger
spent.

We should benefit from that report and have hadggor-
tunity to digest it before we look at the narrowseppe of the
information that’'s available directly through thkeaer and the
CEO of the Hospital Corporation. It can only beh¥fikoners
to have this information, because there’s a shorieg with
the Yukon Party way; there is a shortcoming with itea that
we should be holding the one opportunity we will, digely in
the next 12 months, to hear testimony from therchad the
CEO of the Hospital Corporation before we’ve hadpportu-
nity, if not fully then at least partially, digetfte information in
that report. But you know, Mr. Speaker, there’srea@ addi-
tional opportunity here — if the government membems in-
terested in doing so — for all Yukoners to heaedtiy, within
Committee of the Whole from the Auditor Generaldedft It's
not impossible for that to happen. The planned ouktlof
course, was that the Public Accounts Committee wwalsold
public hearings on that afternoon. That was tha.pla

Of course, contrary to the Premier’s belief that date had
long been set — the Premier knew the date wheratedcthe
sitting. Of course as soon as he called the sjttimg chair of
the Public Accounts Committee communicated with ¢hen-
mittee to see whether there was still a way to hieédhearing.
It would have required unanimous consent of altipaurto re-

THAT Motion No. 1273 be amended by deleting every-cess for a day in order to accommodate the long-bethedule

thing after the word “on” and replacing it with tfi@lowing:
“Tuesday, February 22, 2011, to discuss matteegingl to the
Yukon Hospital Corporation.”

Speaker:
the amendment.

Mr. Mitchell:
Premier has noted. It simply changes the date aodemit
forward one week. We think that there’s value inndothat
because this is a very important report that wélldeming for-
ward on the very morning of the day in which thek¥n Party
government has proposed we hear from the Hospiigbdta-
tion chair and CEO in the afternoon.

It certainly wouldn’t leave members very much tirtee
study that report, which should be comprehensive. dn’t
know what’s in it. We have no foreknowledge, of ismu
However, we do know that the Auditor General and dtaff
have spent the last year auditing, examining ao#ity very
carefully through — we don’t know which — certaintyany,
of the responsibilities that are undertaken byDlepartment of
Health and Social Services. Since this governntariugh the
Department of Health and Social Services, providisons of
dollars of funding every year to the Yukon Hospi@drpora-
tion, provides funding for the physician servides,the nurses,
for much of what goes on in the Hospital Corporatie- and
certainly in the past has provided funding dire¢tisough that
department for the beginning of the constructionhef facility
in Watson Lake. We think that there would be gmeetit in
seeing if the Auditor General has had comments dkemsug-

of the Auditor General. Alternatively, we could leakield the
public hearing on a non-sitting day, being the ueext Friday.
We might have been able to have the Auditor Gelsesshff
there, not likely the Auditor General. She is niohdy avail-

Leader of the Official Opposition to speak to able at our beck and call. | did receive commuincavery

quickly from the NDP member on that committee iatiing
that his preference was to move forward as originsthed-

It's a very simple amendment as the uled to the 15. | heard back from the Member for Porter Creek

South shortly afterward in a similar fashion. Unforately, it
may shock the Premier, who indicates that one shdalone’s
job — and one should do one’s job — that the ctiain’t hear
any further communication for the next several veefeim any
other members.

It required a second notice that the Auditor Gelreiat-
fice was saying we need to know sooner rather k@ if we
are to move forward, to learn that the other mesbeare too
busy with the budget in order to do this at thisdi But there
still could be an opportunity, as the Premier knolveould be
unusual; it would not be the past practice, butdli® an oppor-
tunity still to support a motion similar to the rast that came
from the Third Party, that this House receivesAleditor Gen-
eral of Canada and she could address the entirenfgyg. It
would be covered itdansard. It would broadcast over the ra-
dio at 93.5 FM. People could sit in the galleryhiéy chose. It
would be open to the media. We would all learn hedr pub-
licly — not in an in-camera sitting or in-camersssen —
what the Auditor General has to say.

So when the Premier says he would look forwardearh
ing those questions — | think | just heard him Sgyestions”
— they would be good questions, no doubt, that nempre-
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sent from all sides would ask of the Auditor Gehépalearn

more about what it is that she found in her exationalet’s

be clear. We think that there will be lots of gaoelws in the
report. We know that we have many dedicated health pro-
fessionals in the Yukon. We have doctors, nursadiplogists
and other technicians. We know that we’re providéith very

good health care in this territory, thanks to maledicated
people — many dedicated people within the Departnuén
Health and Social Services, as well as within thiohn Hospi-
tal Corporation.

So the question is not whether or not we receivedgo
health care. | think any of us who have had to gpbn our
health care system know we receive good health. cere
guestion is, in a performance audit, whether ouneyas being
spent to its best advantage, whether the expeediton con-
struction of buildings has been done in a mostcéffe and
efficient manner. We know that the Auditor Genessdyeral
years ago in her report on the Department of Higiswand
Public Works — Transportation Capital Program amngjpErty
Management — in 2007 was critical of some of thenping
and methods that were used, some of the diffiltiesticking
to a budget, some of the lack of an overall plarven includ-
ing facilities like the Watson Lake facility.

So we think there is an opportunity here, and weukh
not fail to avail ourselves of it. More importante should
make this opportunity available to all Yukonersdwnjing it in
this House during the last visit to this territdry Madam Fra-
ser, Auditor General of Canada.

So these are our reasons for amending this matiamnt-
ply move the date one week forward for the appeardny the
Yukon Hospital Corporation chair and CEO. We thial, |
have said, that we will all be better informed ben, having
received this other important report. We think¥alkoners will
be better informed, and we believe that it stithydes us with
a small window of opportunity to have an open opjaty
next Tuesday afternoon, while the Auditor Genenad d&er
team are here in Yukon, to have a good questioraasder
session in this Assembly, in front of all Yukondssinging out
in greater detail an understanding for all Yukor@rsvhat has
been done well and where we can improve, so thacave
move forward together to accomplish this.

As the Member for Kluane says, “What are they dfrai
of?” What is anybody to be afraid of in having séctpert tes-
timony in this House? There is nothing but bentfitbe ob-
tained by doing so.

So | would encourage all members to support thisran
ment. We will still have an opportunity to hearrfrahe chair
and the CEO. They will have more time to prepard énfair-
ness to them, they too will have the benefit ofihgwead the
Auditor General’s report and not finding themselhesked
guestions that might pertain to this report — tihay may not
have even read and then having to tell us that wikyrovide
answers, as the Member for Kluane mentions, “sdme tn
the future.”

Again, | do think this is a positive amendment tirat
proves the original motion, and I'm sure other mersbwould
want to speak to it and would agree.

Mr. Cardiff: I'm rising today to speak in favour of the
proposed amendment and there are many reasonsthatddt
seems like just a few short days ago that we heerdPremier
in this House talk about the Public Accounts Cortemitheed-
ing to do its job. Well, the Public Accounts Contest is at-
tempting to do its job, but it requires the fulloperation of all
members of the Public Accounts Committee and theltides
responding in a timely manner and working coopeefi so
that the Public Accounts Committee can move forweittl the
schedule.

| think that there are a lot of reasons | look fard/to, and
I think all members look forward to, the appearaotthe chair
and the CEO and the chief financial officer of ¥gkon Hos-
pital Corporation. There are a lot of questiond teaain to be
answered; there are questions that remain to beesed from
last year, that still haven't been answered andiike to get
to those as well.

But one of the complications of this, as the Leaafethe
Official Opposition has pointed out, is that wed@mpressing
things into a very, very short time frame. It's tbad the Pre-
mier wasn't a little more interested in this dissios. He
should really listen to what's being said and pigrdaion.

The reality of the matter is that we want to heant the
Hospital Corporation. There’'s no doubt in our mimel want to
do that. We also want to work cooperatively andatmira-
tively to ensure that the Auditor General’s repedeives a fair
hearing and that Members of the Legislative Assgmilem-
bers of the media and members of the public cafulbein-
formed about what's in the report. Questions carasleed of
the Auditor General about what's in the reporthink that
that's important and | don’t understand, in theiest of open-
ness, transparency and accountability, which tteniar likes
to brag about, that we can't do that and that acoodations
can’'t be made.

For the record, on October 13, 2010, at precise88 3
p.m., we received an e-mail informing us aboutdtigedule of
the Auditor General. It was received by the chéithe Public
Accounts Committee. It was received by me, receivedhe
Member for Porter Creek South, received by the Meamfor
Pelly-Nisutlin, the Member for Southern Lakes, dhd Mem-
ber for Klondike. It informed us that the Auditoreferal’s
report on Health and Social Services, which we telvknown
has been coming — just in case anybody in the lagis
Assembly or in the public doesn’t understand hois ttorks,
there was a schedule of performance audits to be 8y the
Auditor General of various government departmehie’ve
seen some of those performance audits. Some of tiem
been heard by the Public Accounts Committee. Tl been
reviewed by the Public Accounts Committee. Reconuaen
tions and officials have appeared. The Auditor Gaingnd her
staff have participated in all of that.

We've seen reports on the Department of Education,

Yukon Housing, Highways and Public Works — to name
few. This was all part of the plan. We knew yeage that this
was going to happen.
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So on October 13, we were informed that the AudBen-
eral was proposing to transmit the report to you, Speaker,
to be released first to MLAs and then to the medtid the pub-
lic on February 10 — that would be today. So theegoment
knew — the government members knew; at least thir¢leem
did and hopefully they talked to the Premier anthi Deputy
Premier, the Government House Leader so that,nsudtation,
some of this could all happen.

It was proposed that there could be meetings omugep
14 to discuss the report among the committee mesrdrat that
we could come up with a plan and that the Auditem&al
would arrive on February 15 and that we could Hwddrings,
possibly. That was the plan.

In the interest of that, the Third Party Leaderpmsed a
motion on the opening day of the House that we wdjinto
Committee of the Whole and that the Auditor Geneaygbear
here when she was available to do that.

Now, I'm sure that if we’d had an opportunity tobdge
that motion, we could have had this conversatioror—con-
versely, if members on that side of the House, kngwull
well back in October — and when they received #ttet from
the chair of the Public Accounts Committee twoloee weeks
ago about this — what was going to happen — thatbmave
could have scheduled something. It appears to atettile gov-
ernment does not want to work openly and accountaht
show that respect and be transparent. There’s @f ioforma-

The government chose to call the Legislative Asdgmb tion contained in the Auditor General’'s report. @'t know

back early, knowing full well that there were plaaf®ot to

receive the Auditor General in the Public Accoudtsnmittee.
| heard the Premier the other day, off-microphosey that
there are other times the Public Accounts Committee meet
besides between 1:00 and 5:00. Well, he’s absgluight, but
right at the beginning of the sitting — just forethenefit of
members opposite and the general public — wherh ¢gésla-

ture begins sitting, we receive a budget speech wibillion

dollars in it. We receive a briefing on a billiooithr budget.
The government schedules briefings on every depattrithat
we, as members of the Assembly, are expectedeacath or-
der to review what’s in the billion-dollar budgehdasee the
details of the government’s spending plans. Thablls takes
up all the time between 10:00 and noon.

| don’'t know what the government members are dbieg
tween 8:00 and 10:00, but, on this side of the ldpuge are
engaged in meetings with our caucuses, with ouf, skith
other individuals of the public, getting ready tonte in here
and prepare for the day’s business. | am not st they are
doing over there, but they sure weren't readingrthemails.
Now they all knew that this was a possibility ahiktis what
needed to happen in order to accommodate the dehefithe
Auditor General.

By the way, the Auditor General, for the benefitnoém-
bers on the opposite side of the House, does sbtguiew the
financial accounts of the Yukon and do performaagdits on
government departments. It does Yukon College; aesd
Yukon Hospital Corporation. It is the Auditor Geakof Can-
ada — this is a huge organization and we shoulldpi@gleged
that the person who leads that organization cornees to the
Yukon to meet with us and to provide the informatdirectly
to us. We should feel privileged that she comeappear be-
fore us here in the Legislative Assembly, brief aisd is will-
ing to participate in the public accounts hearingsu would
think that the government would support that in ithiterest of
openness, transparence and accountability and wslav
some respect to the Office of the Auditor Genaaal] not have
her come here and not be able to actively partieipa the
hearings when she has scheduled her time previoostpme
do that. You know, | heard something earlier todayeard the
Minister of Justice say, “We talk the talk.” Wethis is an op-
portunity for them to walk the walk when it comesopenness,
transparency and accountability.

what it is.
Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)
Mr. Cardiff: The Premier says that we’ll soon find

out. He’s right. When we find out what the informoatis in the
report, it's our job to ask questions of the Audi@eneral. It's
the Public Accounts Committee’s job to review it.

You know, if the government were really open, tgarent
and accountable, they wouldn't be obstructionistshe Public
Accounts Committee. They would be more willing teehand
you wouldn’t get — okay, we’re going to go theresele mem-
bers on the other side of the House shaking theftdhWe
wouldn’t receive an e-mail, Mr. Speaker, at 10:0v.aon Feb-
ruary 3, 2011, that says, “Hello, everyone. The bemone
priority of the government caucus is the sittingave currently
in and the budget that will be tabled later tod2%C members
will need to work together with the Auditor Genésadtaff to
find an alternative date and time for a public eaf But
there was no suggestion — did the members suggasiezor
did they approach anybody about trying to work arafively?
When we presented a motion, they didn't. They dithe op-
portunity to even discuss it. So there is a lonédrmation and
I think it would be beneficial to have a little bitore time to
digest what is going to be in the Auditor Genered’sort.

| believe there should be an opportunity and, ifmhers of
the Public Accounts Committee on that side of theusé
would respond to e-mails in a timely manner and kwoo-
operatively and give priority to the business dfraémbers of
this House, then we could actually achieve somgtHincould
be something that is good. | am sure that theresamee good
things in that report. There are a lot of dedicatedlth care
professionals and social service workers. Whenlgok at the
budgets and the supplementary budgets — I'm lookinthe
supplementary budgets right now. The one that ahled last
fall and the one that was tabled just recentlyretere signifi-
cant expenditures that have been made in this pear,addi-
tions to both expenditures and recoveries, so alsWathere is
a lot going on there and there’s a lot to be diseds

| think it would be advantageous to learn whatristhie
Auditor General’s report more than four hours beftire Hos-
pital Corporation is sitting in those two chairerd. So, | don’t
think that it's a stretch or it's unreasonablehihk that it is a
very reasonable request that the date be moveet@®f Not
only does it provide an opportunity to receive alitor Gen-
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eral’s report and for us to digest it, it allowgt8@EO and the
chair to actually digest what'’s in that report adlvand be able
to respond to questions, because they won't hasidheareport
for very long either.

The Government House Leader talked about having
wholesome discussion, and I'm sure that the disonssill be
wholesome when it does take place. | would hopettieaGov-
ernment House Leader would be open to having thmudlev
some discussion as well with the Auditor Genera her staff
here in this Legislative Assembly to allow peoplgt in the
public to hear what questions might be asked.

If we can make some sort of an arrangement — ifPiree
mier would be willing to sit down and make somet safran
arrangement whereby the Public Accounts Committee get
together, | am sure we can all find time in ourybsishedule to
work this out, especially if the e-mail communiocat are re-
sponded to in a timely manner. Or we could alltggether in a
room and talk about it, which is what we are trytogdo now.
The Member for Southern Lakes is shaking his heatraak-
ing faces. I'm in favour of the amendment. Maybe khember
for Southern Lakes will rise —

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

Point of order
Speaker:
Southern Lakes.

Hon. Mr. Rouble:
is making comments regarding me. He should noteugh,
that he has just recommended what was recommendéteb
Member for Klondike in the letter that the Member Mount
Lorne has quoted. It's unfortunate that the mengtehe time
didn’t respond to the letter and instead is nowziegion that as
his own recommendation.

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

Speaker’s ruling
Speaker:
point of order. However, | would caution memberseach side
of the House here against ascribing motives toratiembers
while they're not speaking. It's a very slipperppt, so hon-

ourable members, just be careful of that.

On a point of order, go ahead, Member of

Mr. Speaker, the member opposite

these guys just don't want to be part of the Publécounts
Committee. They don’t want to work cooperativelyddnfind
that actually disappointing.

We will support the motion. This is actually notsjuan
apportunity to talk the talk, but they could actyalalk the
walk.

Speaker: Is there any further comment on the amend-
ment?
Mr. McRobb: Well, this is quite an interesting situa-

tion developing here. I'm glad the Premier agrdes it is in-
teresting and accordingly it is quite surprisingttheither he
nor any of his colleagues have cared to even speathis
amendment. Instead, we know what's coming. The Yiuko
Party will use its majority to again vote down drigg from
the opposition, so we know that’s coming.

Now, in listening to the two previous speakers, Mem-
ber for Mount Lorne and the Member for Copperbehave
learned quite a bit about this whole issue, ancethejuite a bit
of history and developments leading up to thisagitun we're
trying to deal with here today.

As a consequence, | can’t help but feel managekbwAl
me to explain.

I can't help but feel managed by this Yukon Parbyv-g
ernment. This institution should not be managedaby one
party. This is supposed to be a democracy. We\schéhe
Premier speak in such terms publicly. Now it’s tifoe him to
walk the talk and show that he earnestly beliehas this is a
democracy in here and listen to all the members.

Instead, it appears we have another situation wtieze
Yukon Party says, “My way or the highway. We're mpito
use our majority votes to defeat you.” That’s teeemtial mes-
sage.

Now, in terms of managing, I've just learned absaine
of the timelines involved leading up to this sitoat and it's

From the Chair's perspective, there is noclear that some of the known factors involved wemember

one, the Auditor General’s report would be tabledrebruary
15. Number two, the Auditor General herself will dedivering
the report. Three, Yukon Hospital Corporation dffis must
appear by the end of this sitting. The end datthisfsitting is

You have the floor, Member for Mount Lorne, and you Still unknown — perhaps we will know on Monday —tbi’s

have two minutes left.

Mr. Cardiff:
for Southern Lakes could take a little initiativémself and
maybe propose or could have proposed or got togethe
proposed a meeting to work a schedule out as Wady could
take a little initiative. They were the ones whalsaey didn’t
have time to meet, basically, that they were tosybu- basi-
cally is the way the e-mail reads to me. That hesnbthe re-
sponse. This is not a hew response from the Meffobétlon-
dike. We have received this response many timeswiyeng
to meet.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. The Member

approximately the end of March. So let's look & thming of
this.

The Auditor General’'s report is provided in the ming
— mid to late morning of February 15. Then we h@gstion
Period and other proceedings, and then the Yukospiti
Corporation officials appear. As a matter of fabe document
isn’t even made public until it's tabled, presunyalate or fol-
lowing the briefing that very day. So what does tthd? Does it
prevent the opposition members from devising th&t ljeies-
tions possible after reviewing what is expectetheca detailed
report? Well, the answer is of course it impedesdhility of
opposition members to do that, and that was my &issump-

What we have heard before, we heard from the Membdion about the coincidence of timing between thepital Cor-

for Lake Laberge when he was a member of the govenh—
basically the Premier’s orders were to go in amvit up, and

poration officials appearing and the Auditor Gelisnaport.
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| thought that was it, until | listened to the tyoevious
speakers and | realized officials from the Hosp@atporation
cannot be expected to answer questions on the du@ien-
eral’s report. How reasonable is that? To expeemtho re-
spond in detail to the Auditor General’s reporttthes only
made public an hour or two before — how reasonabthat?
How many times have we heard officials say, “W&dve to
take that under advisement and get back to the membr
“Sorry, I'll have to get back to you on that"? Inlat of the
cases, that's fair. It's fair because we cannoeekthe officials
to have all the answers to questions at the tipheif fingers
— especially when a report has only come out arr boiwo
in advance. Those officials need to meet with tbéier board
members, with their other staff — they actually chéene to sit
down and read the report. How can they put a @ositin re-
cord in the Legislative Assembly on important matteithout
knowing the matters of which they speak? They cdo'tit.
These are officials. They're not members of the dulParty;
they're officials. What they say and hear on theord could
put their corporations in a position of being ling on such
matters.

So, Mr. Speaker, there is a little bit more to thian what
first met the eye. Not only will this Yukon Partyning reduce
the effectiveness of questions asked by oppositiembers, it
will reduce the effectiveness of answers from ddfic them-
selves — a double whammy. Who would have thunkAie,
it's no coincidence. This Yukon Party governmend laalot of
time — a lot time — to move the pieces of this pezzround
until it fit in the most political advantageous wagssible and
that is what this is.

Contrast that with this government’s promises oinpe
open, accountable and transparent and what do goe, Mr.
Speaker? You have a serious contrast in what igglssid and
what is being done. Once again, the Yukon Party aae walk
the talk. Like the Justice minister said today ecord: “It talks
the talk.” We can agree with her in that respetisTgovern-
ment will say anything that is politically expedieoes it
back up these grandiose words and statements —itthat
lieves in democracy; it has respect for the ingtty it is fully
open and accountable; it is fully transparent;ddbk evidence
and everything else; and, all the “Step outsidesaydthat”?

I'm glad the opposition parties today are takingtand on
this because enough is enough. I'm glad to seenmabers of
the opposition side know what is right and know tisgvarong,
and this type of treatment is wrong. | was begignimget wor-
ried. The opposition members were becoming comptacem
being treated in this way for nine years almost.

But today, it's like a ray of sunshine. It has redged me
of the approach we should take — and that is te thle ap-
proach that is best in the public interest, thiaived us to do our
jobs on behalf of the taxpayers, and try to hold government
accountable in the best way we can. There is onéy/way we
can achieve that, and that's if we can ask the besstions
possible, based on what is in the Auditor Genenafsort and
receive the same in the way of answers from thieiaf$ repre-
senting the Hospital Corporation.

We should not be managed and nor should the dfficia
How many times have we heard the Premier and ottean-
bers of this government lambaste opposition memfoersit-
tacking officials when the questions at hand wezalidg with
the political policies and actions of this Yukonrtyagovern-
ment? As the former Yukon Party member and nowpedd-
ent/Yukon Party member from Lake Laberge has states
government is using officials as human shields.t Thavhat is
happening with this government’'s managed approach.

It is foisting the whole accountability process tonthese
officials, who are not in a position to answer dethquestions
on a report they haven’t read, in order to evaéeatttountabil-
ity to all Yukoners, which is its responsibility.

| realize these are pretty lofty words and prinegpl'm re-
citing, but we have heard them before. We havechéaem
from the Premier himself when he speaks of thiseAgdy and
its importance. He calls upon the opposition memitier do
their job, yet what is really happening behind skenes? He’s
managing this process. He's essentially knee-cgpttia abil-
ity of the opposition members to do their jobs.

Speaker’s statement

Speaker: Order please. The honourable member now
is getting into the realm of the personal, and y@irnputing a
false or unavowed motive to another member. | wadk the
honourable member not to do that. The general siicn on
politics is absolutely fine, but just stay awaynfrandividual
members. You have the floor.

Mr. McRobb: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Well, | think |
have made my point clear. | think I've conveyed Hemse of
outrage | feel and there’s a lot more that couldsaie. A few
moments ago, when the Leader of the Official Opjmsi
pointed out the glaring hole in that the Auditorn@eal’s in
town herself and yet this government is blocking fnem at-
tending this Assembly, | heard the Premier make offn
microphone comment: “Well, they should invite heen”. Mr.
Speaker — we should invite her then — consider. tfiae
opposition parties invite her to attend the Assgmtithout an
opportunity being available. Do you think the AwdiGeneral
is going to participate in a charade like that? &laghance. This
Assembly is not owned by one party or two partiHis As-
sembly — we should all feel honoured to be in hezpresent-
ing our constituents and all Yukoners, and realiw no one
party owns this Assembly. If there’s going to bgugst or visi-
tor speak in this Assembly, it is up to this Ass@ntb invite
that person. The Premier knows this. Yet we heatell, they
should invite her then.” Well, another quip thatghti satisfy
the concerns of some of his colleagues but anathes where
this government’s approach simply doesn't hold waie
doesn’'t meet the requirements of the oppositiotiggato do
their jobs.

Ill just conclude by saying I'm very relieved this proba-
bly the last sitting before an election, because ithprobably
sitting number 17 or 18 under this Yukon Party goweent,
and there have been countless incidents like thike past. |
am hoping that from now to next election we canntdhese
types of incidents — speaking about this governfagropen-
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sity to manage the opposition, manage this Assembty not
allow us to have our proper voice in here. Thatlsatvl am
speaking of. | am hoping that now, because thiegoment’'s
mandate is nearing an end, we can count futureents on
maybe one hand. That is the relief that keeps nieggas |
know this government is past its best-before datés now
stale-dated. No other government has had a terh#salasted
this long.

Yes, some of the members have spoken rather endbari
about that, like it's a feather in their hat. Thahyould go tell
Yukoners, because here’s what they'd hear in retarrwe
want an election and you won'’t give us one. We wagfov-
ernment we can trust. You're bunkered down, yoglieging
on to power and that’'s not right. Now, we’re allifge man-
aged. Mr. Speaker, | rest my case.

Mr. Inverarity:
1273, I'll be brief. |1 guess I'm going to start Isaying that
most of the comments that have been made herafteimoon
have been valid. | feel that the rhetoric that base from the
government side over the course of the discussi@ige had
in the past week regarding the Auditor General hbeen
shameful. | think it's time that we look at this tiom as trying
to save everybody in here.

If you look at this motion as a solid motion, itiMée very
straightforward that what's happening here is yannot have
the Yukon Hospital Corporation appear here withfinst re-
ceiving the Auditor General’s report. We need todie to
stand up and say that we're proud to have the Au@eneral
come here before this House. For the past fivesyédrave
been sitting on the Public Accounts Committee arths been
an honour to sit in this House where she comespaesents
her reports and allows us to talk, allows us to@séstions and
allows us to query the departments that we have had

Have we done it to all of the reports? No, some maty
have needed it. But those that do and those we tpagstions
on — for the most part, we have been able to db tha

| think the member for the third party articulatiédrery,
very succinctly when he said that we should fealileged to
be able to have the Auditor General here. But wdoatve get?
Well, we know the Independent/Yukon Party Memberifake
Laberge has stood up and said, “The Premier hasnblegp
PAC. Go blow it up.” Well, | have seen it and | kaseen those
actions on behalf of the members on the other sithave to
say that, to a large degree, | have been ashamzzlrgf a PAC
member because of the actions that we have seem the
members on the opposite side.

Therefore, | don’t think I’'m going to reiterate go into a
lot of detail regarding the amendment to the motibrstands
on its own. It puts forward to the next week thek¥in Hospital
Corporation; yes, we need to have them in herealMgeed to
be informed and we need to have the Auditor Getsereport
here so that we can all look at it in a timely fash Therefore,
| support this amendment to the motion and lookvéosd to it
passing this House, which it should.

On the amendment to Motion No.

Mr. Fairclough: I'll also be very brief in discussion
today on the amendment as brought forward by then e for
Copperbelt, and | would like to thank him for brimg it for-
ward and also just to point out — it's kind of npim the
House from the other side, Mr. Speaker — also itotpmut that
the Yukon Party government has asked for input ftioenOffi-
cial Opposition and the Third Party. They constamtsk for
direction on their budget and want to hear it befan election.
Perhaps they need help because the last time thelkigir plat-
form together it just happened to be after everybelde had
their ideas out there.

They asked for help. Here's one where | can’t esemthe
Yukon Party even voting against this amendment. Whuld
they vote against this amendment? This is helgiegntout of
a tight spot that they find themselves in, in wagtio be inclu-
sive and having the Auditor General appear in Hosise. It's
an answer to our questions and help for the YukartyPin
bringing forward the Auditor General.

It is simply by delaying the chair of the Hospi@dbrpora-
tion for a week. That's the simple answer. This admeent
speaks to that and is very clear. I'm hoping theg Yukon
Party members on that side of the House — the datioler of
the House — will think clearly about their vote thtis amend-
ment. It answers their question, it helps them #uélso an-
swers the question that the general public has baging to us.
They want to hear from the Auditor General. Theyntt
have questions asked of the Auditor General inrcega the
report. Why not? | think the government side canpty do
this, very easily.

This is an answer to their problems and to theasiin that
we face so early in this sitting. | thank the Memfme Copper-
belt for bringing that forward. | think we can gm @nd on
about that, but | want to keep it simple and | khihat all
members on the government side could show theipatifio
this amendment and let’s get it done.

You want to work together? This is working togethirst
delay for a week — it doesn’t harm us at all ang@ribbably
helps out the Hospital Corporation by having anotheek to
prepare even more for our questions here, andsivars the
guestion and problem on the government side.

I look forward to the support of government sidebasg
cooperative. This is an opportunity to show it tad@hank
you.

Speaker: Are you prepared with a question on the
amendment?

Some Hon. Members:  Division.
Division

Speaker:  Division has been called.

Bells

Speaker: Mr. Clerk, please poll the House on the
amendment.

Hon. Mr. Fentie: Disagree.

Hon. Ms. Taylor: Disagree.

Hon. Mr. Kenyon: Disagree.
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Hon. Mr. Rouble: Disagree.
Hon. Mr. Lang: Disagree.
Hon. Ms. Horne: Disagree.
Hon. Mr. Edzerza: Disagree.
Mr. Nordick: Disagree.
Mr. Mitchell: Agree.
Mr. McRobb: Agree.
Mr. Fairclough: Agree.
Mr. Inverarity: Agree.
Ms. Hanson: Agree.
Mr. Cardiff: Agree.
Clerk:
Speaker:

tived.

Amendment to Motion No. 1273 negatived

Speaker:
tion? If the honourable member speaks, she wikeldebate.
Does any other member wish to be heard?

Mr. McRobb:
a few words. First of all, obviously, the governmeuot its
way.

It used its majority to defeat an amendment froendppo-
sition side. It used the majority of its membershis Assembly
to get its own way. So —

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

Point of order

Speaker:
North.

Hon. Mr. Kenyon:
Speaker’s opinion on Standing Order 19(k), “... thatthe
opinion of the Speaker ...”, the member opposite aking
statements that offend the “... practices and preatsdef the
Assembly”. This Assembly is a democracy. Using gomitg in
a democracy is hardly out of order.

Mr. McRobb: On the point of order.
Speaker:  Go ahead.
Mr. McRobb:

ber goes wrong is he’s assuming I'm trying to cleatigose
rules. To the contrary, I've accepted those rules. merely
explaining that the government has used its mgjooitdefeat
an opposition initiative.

Speaker’s ruling

Speaker:
der 19(k) — “introduces any matter in debate thrathe opin-
ion of the Speaker, offends the practices and perds of the
Assembly” — it was 19(k) the honourable member waet-
ing? From the Chair's perspective, it's a dispugeAeen mem-
bers. | think the Member for Kluane had the floor.

Mr. McRobb:
predicted, the Yukon Party used its majority toedefthis ini-
tiative from the opposition side.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. | will just say

Point of order, Member for Porter Creek

| have to point out and ask for the

Thank you. Well, as | was saying: as

that was defeated. | refer everybody to commends were
previously stated. | feel | don’t need to repeatnthat this time.

So we on the opposition side are now forced to fatéhe
motion as it stands without any amendment. Well, $reaker,
that puts us in another dilemma. Do we support tyje of
management by the Yukon Party — with all the sharings,
knowing we can’t do our jobs and knowing the offlsi can’t
do theirs — or do we vote against it and defeatrtiodion?
Here’s the dilemma we face, Mr. Speaker, and I'nmgdo
speak very honestly here. If we vote against thidion, we
know what’'s coming. Officials won’t be appearing tbis sit-

Mr. Speaker, the results are six yea, eight nay. ting. The Yukon Party will deliver a message to plblic that
The nays have it. | declare the motion nega-opposition members aren’t prepared to questionesias and

we’ll just be told that the officials from the Hatsgd Corpora-
tion won’t be coming — end of story.
So then we lose out on this opportunity to questimnof-

Is there any further debate on the main modicials. So we're being pushed between a rock ahdrd place.

We’'re being forced to vote for a motion none otas support.
We’'re being forced to vote for it because if we ‘tlore’ll get

nothing. So this is the democracy the Premier aisdchl-

leagues speak so glowingly about? How they uphuddptrin-
ciples of the Legislature and democracy and allkveailabora-
tively and co-operatively together? Is this it2Hs what it has
come down to? A rock and a hard place. Hello, s@reegoing
to be forced to vote for this motion. | don't like Personally, |
don't like it. It's either the government’s way tire highway.
That is what it is. That is the choice we have, #@isda very
unfortunate choice. There is no changing this Yulanty's

attitude for change in this Assembly.

We won't look to this government; we won'’t look lagis-
lative reform, because this government won't gedt thar
started either. There is only one solution to thigblem and
it's in the voters’ hands. The voters will havelaat choice in
the next election. They won't be between a rock ankard
place. They will refuse to be managed. They willtbere to
express their democratic right.

Mr. Fairclough: | also will be brief in speaking to the
main motion, as it is not amended. We on this sifi¢he

On the point of order, where the mem- House gave the government an opportunity to getobuhe

tough spot that they found themselves in early itigng. It
was a solution that we brought forward that | coudd under-
stand why the government side would not even camneaird
and support. I’'m quite surprised at it. The Yukoartl says,
“Let us work cooperatively and suggest some impnusets

So, from the Chair’s reading of Standing Or- Where it's simple,” and so on. We have done it here

We want to be able to question officials from thekgn
Hospital Corporation, so of course we will be dothgt; same
with the Yukon Development Corporation. We will Heing
that. They have to appear in this House, but traytcave to
appear in this House on the dates that the goverhside
mentioned in their motion.

We brought forward a solution and | was hoping tihat
government side would see that. It doesn’t meanthiey have
to vote down friendly amendments like this, as igrdiforward

The proposed amendment was democratic, it was thbat by the opposition, at all. This was a solution tieem and for

opposition side felt it needed to make this motimtter, but

everyone. It's too bad that we have gone downrihésl. There
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was a simple answer to it. We will definitely beegtioning
officials when they come into this House. | lookviard to that
— all the questioning that will take place.

| do thank the Government House Leader for bringims
forward. It gives us an opportunity to express elvess in op-
position and perhaps even give solutions to theegowent
side. They were seeking it; they keep asking faviih regard
to the budget; they are anxious to see what we tmsay. We
made one, so it's too bad it got voted down, bihirik we just
need to move on and we’ll have questions for tlieiafs once
they do appear in this House.

Speaker:
close debate. Does any other member wish to belPear

Hon. Ms. Taylor: | would like to thank all members
opposite for their questions and for their commestsl for
their views. A lot of interesting comments beingrevere-
sented today. | just wanted to respond, oh so begfly, to a
couple of things. First off, | just wanted to thaak of the
members for their support for this motion. | verueh appre-
ciate it. | think that it is a show of collaboratie— all-party
collaboration — and very much just want to put tbat the
record.

In terms of the Auditor General’s report, as merabene
fully aware, the report will in fact be distributéalall Members
of the Legislative Assembly on the morning of Felryul5.

So, in fact, a report will be distributed. Therellvide a
briefing held later that morning. | believe it'sE):00 a.m. here
in the Chamber, and it will be held by the Audi®eneral of
Canada for members’ information and for the opputjuto
pose questions.

| also understand there will be a briefing madeilakte
for the media later on. That is in keeping withtpamctice.

There is also an opportunity, and it is the roléhaf Public
Accounts Committee. | just want to refer to Stagdi@rder
45(3). I'll just quote — it's one sentence. It saist the com-
mencement of the first Session of each Legislatu&anding
Committee on Public Accounts shall be appointedtaed®ub-
lic Accounts and all Reports of the Auditor Genestadll stand
referred automatically and permanently to the €adnmittee
as they become available.”

So it will be tabled and it will be the obligatiaf the Pub-
lic Accounts Committee to take forward that repamd hold
their hearing. There are members of the Public Aoto
Committee, comprised of all parties, as represented

It will be their job to organize that public heagirl want to
thank members opposite for pointing out, by wayeeafail
correspondence, there is acknowledgement thaacin there is
an offer — from the government side, that is — #oyvmuch
work in collaboration with the other members beloggo the
Public Accounts Committee, to hold a public hearrgat an
alternative time and/or date.

So, in fact, | just want to thank the members ofipder
acknowledging that. | also wanted to say that theile be
briefings, of course. It has been duly noted thepadtmental
briefings are being adjusted accordingly. The Depant of

If the honourable member speaks, she shall

Health and Social Services, as you know — the gowent is
making briefings available for each and every depent per-
tinent to the budget that we are currently disaygsind debat-
ing on the floor of the Legislature. The briefingr fthe De-
partment of Health and Social Services will be madailable
on the Monday, instead of the Tuesday, in ordexdmommo-
date members.

Now, also, | believe the Department of Highwayd &ub-
lic Works briefing will also be moved to a laterteldo accom-
modate the Auditor General making an appearanceréef
members, as per past practice — so we're not degifitom
the past practice. | just wanted to make that known
There will be an opportunity to ask questions @ thinis-
ter responsible for the Department of Health andigd&er-
vices during Committee of the Whole, during debatethe
budget. There will be great discussion that wiketaplace, as
has been held each and every sitting. The mingtebe ready
for those questions and the department will be yedtiere
will be an opportunity to ask questions of the Yukdospital
Corporation and that is in fact why we are debathmotion
we are debating: to ask for members’ consent tee hhem
appear before the Assembly to discuss mattersngettito the
Yukon Hospital Corporation.

Now, | see that members opposite — perhaps theyte
supporting the motion. | guess we’ll see when tbe s actu-
ally taken.

In terms of the actual debate on the report thiithei ta-
bled by the Auditor General of Canada, there wallam oppor-
tunity to debate that within Public Accounts Contegtwhen,
in fact, a public hearing is scheduled to be h&lht is really
up to the members to decide when that should ti@ep— the
time and the date.

| also just wanted to bring clarity that when ithoes to
public accounts and when we talk about this padicteport
that is being tabled by the Auditor General of Ghimat is per-
tinent to the Department of Health and Social Smwibut it's
not pertinent to the Yukon Hospital Corporatiofjugt wanted
to be very clear and make that differentiation.

| just wanted to say that, again, when it cometh&de-
partment, there will be full, ample opportunity tespond, to
raise questions, raise views and so forth withrtirgister dur-
ing budget debate. That is not being taken awaw fitee mem-
bers opposite.

When it comes to actually tabling the report, theik be
opportunity I'm sure for a response from the migistOf
course the report is pertinent to the departmehtdbrse the
report itself will also be subject to the publicaants hearing.

Just for the sake of being repetitive — | just veahto
make that known for the members opposite and thhak
again for their support of the motion put forwatdwant to
thank the officials of the Hospital Corporation fooming to
the Assembly, if in fact this motion should be apd by all
members. | thank them for their very hard work —e dfficials
and the board of directors — for the great respmlityi that
they have taken on over the years and certainlyggfirward,
as we go forward delivering the greater health careds of
Yukoners.
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So again, thank you for the opportunity to bringtathe
motion and we look forward to support being prodide

Speaker:  Are you prepared for the question?
Some Hon. Members:  Division.

Division

Speaker:  Division has been called.

Bells

Speaker:  Mr. Clerk, please poll the House.

Hon. Mr. Fentie: Agree.

Hon. Ms. Taylor: Agree.

Hon. Mr. Kenyon: Agree.

Hon. Mr. Rouble: Agree.

Hon. Mr. Lang: Agree.

Hon. Ms. Horne: Agree.

Hon. Mr. Edzerza: Agree.

Mr. Nordick: Agree.

Mr. Mitchell: Agree.

Mr. McRobb: Agree.

Mr. Fairclough: Agree.

Mr. Inverarity: Agree.

Ms. Hanson: D’accord.

Mr. Cardiff: Agree.

Mr. Cathers: Agree.

Clerk: Mr. Speaker, the results are 15 yea, nil nay.

Speaker:  The yeas have it. | declare the motion car-
ried.

Moation No. 1273 agreed to

Motion No. 1274
Clerk:
Hon. Ms. Taylor.

Speaker:
Leader

Motion No. 1274, standing in the name of the

that we can ensure that the witnesses do appearehttie As-
sembly.

Mr. McRobb: We will be supporting this motion, but |
would be remiss if | didn’t point out some conceamsthe re-
cord.

The government side has frequently stated, as amge
of its openness and accountability to the pubhet it brings
these officials in on an annual basis. That is aletays the
case. We saw an instance one and one-quarter3gasén the
fall sitting of 2009, where the government side d&wo post-
pone the appearance by these officials simply raunew
chair had been appointed to the corporation.

Well, in our response to that, we assured the gowent
side that all of our questions would be directethatpresident,
thereby avoiding the situation of a new chair hguim answer
questions.

But that didn’t satisfy the Yukon Party governmeand
the whole schedule for the corporation to appeathat fall
sitting was deferred to the next spring sitting. INMeow con-
venient for the government, because there were sather
hotly debated issues of the day that were postpaiwedy with
that appearance by those officials — how conveni8ot the
officials were here last spring.

Well, in order to readjust the timetable to ensihag offi-
cials appeared annually, we would have to havethath in
last fall to get them back on track to appear alyu8o we
raised the question last fall to this Yukon Parbvernment,
but were refused. The excuse the Yukon Party govenh
gave us at the time was that the officials were fhese in the
spring sitting. It's only eight months later — tifal sitting.
You'll have to wait until next spring in order tagstion the
officials.

Consequently, Mr. Speaker, a year has fallen thrahg
cracks, just like it usually does in an electiomryavhich was
another year when the scheduled, supposedly anapp&ar-

It has been moved by the Government HousénNce never occurred under this Yukon Party regime.

So, obviously this government doesn'’t feel obligatie try

THAT Ray Hayes, chair of the Yukon Development-Cor 0 Sét the appearances back on track and is cowtg@aistpone

poration Board of Directors, Piers McDonald, chafr the
Yukon Energy Corporation, and Dave Morrison, clegécu-
tive officer of the Yukon Development Corporatiomdapresi-
dent and chief executive officer of the Yukon Ene@prpora-
tion, appear as witnesses before Committee of thel&/from
3:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. on Thursday, February 17120 dis-
cuss matters relating to the Yukon Development Ga@ton
and the Yukon Energy Corporation.

Hon. Ms. Taylor: Again, Mr. Speaker, my comments
will be brief. This motion forthwith is very stréitforward. It
is requesting that the chair of the Yukon Developir@orpo-
ration, the chair of the Yukon Energy Corporatiemd the
chief executive officer of the Yukon Developmentr@aration,
as well as the president and chief executive affafeYukon
Energy Corporation appear as witnesses before ¢gésllature
on February 17. Again, we look forward to membergdport.
Hopefully it will be a swift move of the motion @& us, so

them if it's politically convenient. For those olnet opposition
side, once again, “It's my way or the highway,” sdle gov-
ernment. As | mentioned at the outset, we will bpp®rting
this motion, but once again we have some issudsl tfeel
should be put on the record.

Mr. Cardiff: | will be even briefer. We will support
the motion. We look forward to the appearance efdfficials
of both the Yukon Energy Corporation and the Yukuevel-
opment Corporation. | have lots of questions fanthif only
there was a little more time, they probably wouldget an-
swered, but we will support the motion.

Speaker:  Are you prepared for the question?
Some Hon. Members:  Division.

Division
Speaker:  Division has been called.
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Bells

Speaker:  Mr. Clerk, please poll the House.

Hon. Mr. Fentie: Agree.

Hon. Ms. Taylor: Agree.

Hon. Mr. Kenyon: Agree.

Hon. Mr. Rouble: Agree.

Hon. Mr. Lang: Agree.

Hon. Ms. Horne: Agree.

Hon. Mr. Edzerza: Agree.

Mr. Nordick: Agree.

Mr. Mitchell: Agree.

Mr. McRobb: Agree.

Mr. Fairclough: Agree.

Mr. Inverarity: Agree.

Ms. Hanson: Agree.

Mr. Cardiff: Agree.

Mr. Cathers: Agree.

Clerk: Mr. Speaker, the results are 15 yea, nil nay.

Speaker: The yeas have it, | declare the motion car-
ried.

Motion No. 1274 agreed to

Hon. Ms. Taylor: I move that the House do now ad-
journ.

Speaker: It has been moved by the Government House
Leader that the House do now adjourn.

Motion agreed to

Speaker:  This House now stands adjourned until 1:00
p.m. Monday.

The House adjourned at 5:25 p.m.
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