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Yukon Legislative Assembly The BPC established the Freedom of Expression Commi
Whitehorse, Yukon tee in 1978 in response to the attempted censooftipoks by
Tuesday, February 22, 2011 — 1:00 p.m. Margaret Laurence, John Steinbeck and J.D. Salirgiaice
1984, the committee has organized Freedom to Resek\\a
Speaker: I will now call the House to order. We will cross-country celebration of intellectual freedormnpoting the

proceed at this time with prayers. right for all of us to read whatever we want.

It also brings attention to the number of challengeoks
Prayers published in Canada face yearly. Many books ham lwbal-

lenged in the past, including the Bible and worksSbake-

DAILY ROUTINE speare. Some of the most controversial books itotyidrave

Withdrawal of motions been banned for over 2000 years and they are ngavded as
Speaker:  The Chair wishes to inform the House of aclassics.
change to be made to the Order Paper. Motion ®Pitoduc- Freedom to read can never be taken for grantech Eve

tion of Papers No. 57, standing in the name ofMleenber for ~ Canada, a free country by world standards, bookisraaga-
Kluane, will be removed from the Order Paper s dutdated.  Zines are banned at the border and books are refimme the

We will now proceed with the Order Paper. shelves of Canadian libraries, schools and boo&stavery
Tributes. day. Many times it takes just one complaint foramloto be
removed. When books are removed or journalistsséeaced

TRIBUTES by the threat of legal action, we're reminded howportant it
In recognition of Freedom to Read Week is to fight for the free exchange of ideas betweeiters and

readers, and our freedoms are guaranteed undeéZahadian
Charter of Rights and Freedoms

Canadians often take our freedom to read for gdariiet
it is a right that regularly comes under fire. Tiheedom to
choose what we read does not, however, includé¢eelom to
choose for others. People have the right to questiad chal-
lenge books and the right not to read those bobksy do not
have the right to make that decision for other peop

As readers and writers, we must always be vigitarde-
fend our freedom of expression. Many countries tlemjoy
these freedoms. Canada is the envy of many coarigeause
of our freedom and tolerance for the ideas of ath&hank
you.

Hon. Mr. Lang: As minister responsible for Yukon
Public Libraries, it gives me great pleasure te timay to rec-
ognize Freedom to Read Week. The freedom to reactha-
mental to many other freedoms we enjoy, those afight and
speech in particular. As Canadians we have thé tggdecide
for ourselves what to read and this is guarantgeduo Char-
ter of Rights and FreedomBut this is not the case worldwide,
nor has it been throughout history.

Books have been and continue to be censored fiticph
religious, social and many other reasons. Theofistooks that
have been banned or restricted includes works biiaWii
Shakespeare, the Bible, the Harry Potter seriesraard/ other
books that Yukoners are free to choose to read.

Mr. Speaker, this government supports Yukoneegdom Mr. Cardiff:
to read. We are proud of our public library netwstkat pro- y j
vide universal access to reading materials. Weaks® pleased
to fund literacy programs and support for all Yukeriters.

During the week, the Whitehorse Public LibraryIvide
displaying books that have been banned in othes pHrthe
world. This will bring an awareness to the initiatiand allow
you to find out more.

As we look forward to celebrating the fall of 20@dand
opening of the new Whitehorse Public Library, | aeased
that there will be even more space for collectiand an even
greater number of resources.

Mr. Speaker, | invite Yukon citizens to recognizeedom
to Read Week by taking this opportunity to learnrenabout
this important right. | look forward to seeing yall at the li-
brary. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Speaker, | rise on behalf of the New
Democrat caucus to pay tribute to Freedom to ReadRNV
which is recognized from February 20 to 26 thisryea

We tend to be complacent about our basic freedtees,
ing secure in the€Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms
which states that: “Everyone has the following famental
freedoms: ... of thought, belief, opinion and expi@ss.”

In fact, there has been an increase in challergesatding
material in libraries and schools in the past f@arg. Many of
these withdrawals and outright censorship of readiraterial
is a response to only one or a few complaints.

Limiting our freedoms does not protect societyreltricts
creativity and smothers open debate, which is bas@emoc-
racy. Freedom of expression must be defended dod/ex
freely, or it is easily eroded. We need to allowoksy maga-
zines and newspapers the freedom to express opiraod
write stories without fear of reprisals, whether agree with

o Mr_.tllnvi:rarlty:t ib tl rtlseFtodz;y ont beRhaI(fj ?/]:/g]e. Official the point of view or not. Libraries need to provievide vari-
pposition o pay tribute to Freedom 1o Rea v year ety of reading materials that address controvetsjats facing
we celebrate the #7annual Freedom to Read Week in Canada

. . our complex world. They also need to be able tegmewrit-
the week of February 2(.) to 26. Th|§ ,annual wee#pmso.red ing as it was written in the time it was writtentgut fear of
by the Book and Periodicals Council’'s Freedom opression

C . d hiahliahts th f book DBl restriction of political correctness. The freedancthoose what
ommittee and highlights the cause of book cengorafCan- we read does not include the freedom to choosetfmrs. It is
ada and around the world.
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a Canadian individual's right to use the freedonrdad in a
responsible way. The detention, seizure, destnuaidbanning
of books and periodicals should be opposed byhakd¢ who
value ourCharterand our minds. Thank you.

Speaker:  Are there any further tributes?
Introduction of visitors.

INTRODUCTION OF VISITORS

Hon. Mr. Fentie:
making welcome our Senator, Mr. Dan Lang.
Applause

Speaker:
bling?

Any reports of committees?

Any petitions?

Any bills to be introduced?

Any notices of motion?

NOTICES OF MOTION
Mr. Mitchell: I give notice of the following motion:

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon tetne

community housing needs more quickly and effecyivsl:

(1) encouraging the Premier and mayor to lead hageb
increase housing options for Whitehorse citizens;

(2) collaborating and partnering with all levels gidvern-
ment, the private sector (landlords, developersldérs) the
non-profit sector and community support agencieerneure
transparency, cooperation and accountability;

(3) supporting the creation and government fundihg
permanent community-based position to: (1) helpppeoavi-
gate rental housing options; (2) help match ressinwith
needs; and (3) address systemic barriers;

(4) developing measurable targets for relevantiaestof

A Home for Everyonea report produced by the Yukon Anti-

Poverty Coalition;

(5) conducting an annual report card on the staftmus-
ing adequacy in Whitehorse;

(6) ensuring that decisions on housing developrent;
ing and bylaws reflect the values and principlestaimed in
the 2010 City of Whitehorse OCP; for example, eesinat
residential urban neighbourhoods have a varietyypés of
residential development;

(7) embracing and supporting creative housing ogtioi-
tiated by the NGO and private sectors;

(8) creating partnerships for specific transitioaatl hous-
ing with long-term support projects that may ina@ua combi-
nation of players, including the private sectoryggmments and
NGOs;

(9) implementing a public education campaign reigard
1) the Housing First model, 2) community ownersbisolu-
tions, and 3) NIMBYism;

(10) providing evidence to alleviate community cems
regarding the impact of social and other housingjgats on
property values, crime rates, quality of neighboods;

(11) ensuring that the right to housing is enslttimethe
Yukon Human Rights Act

(12) ensuring the focus of planning and zoning ingaris
on relevant issues related to the building in daestot the
people who may choose to live there, and;

(13) presenting the economic benefits of housingegpts
to local businesses and downtown residents.

Mr. Fairclough: I give notice of the following motion
for the production of papers:
THAT this House do issue an order for the returthefto-

I would ask the House to join me in ta| cost of legal fees to Yukon taxpayers in relatto the dis-

pute with the Commission scolaire francophone dkoru

Mr. Inverarity: | rise to give notice of the following

Are there any returns or documents for ta-motion for the production of papers:

THAT this House do issue an order for the returthefto-
tal cost of all legal fees to Yukon taxpayers ifatien to all
court action and litigation this Yukon Party govwsent has
found itself in with its partners in Education anidh First Na-
tion governments.

Ms. Hanson: I give notice of the following motion:

THAT this House urges the chair of the Select Cottemi
on Whistle-blower Protection to call a meeting loé ttommit-
tee immediately to finalize its report and tabke finding and
recommendations respecting the central issuessti@atld be
addressed in whistle-blower protection legislation the
Legislative Assembly before the House rises on a28,
2011.

Speaker:  Are there any further motions?

Hearing none, is there a statement by a minister?

Hearing none, that brings us to Question Period.

QUESTION PERIOD

Question re: Housing task force report

Mr. Mitchell: Yesterday | tabled a report on behalf
of the Yukon Anti-Poverty Coalition’s housing takkce. The
report is calledA Home for Everyone: A Housing Action Plan
for WhitehorseThis is not the first time the plight of the home
less has been brought to this Assembly. This isthetfirst
time that community organizations have brought smdvex-
cellent ideas and proposals for finding everyorteme. This
is also not the first time that this government tuased a blind
eye to public input. The minister will no doubtltes about the
litany of housing projects that his patchwork pliswgnprocess
has produced. What he needs to understand is Hbaguilt
isn't finished yet.

When is the minister going to get around to addingsthe
needs of the most marginalized Yukoners?

Hon. Mr. Kenyon: Mr. Speaker, certainly one thing
that | do agree on with the Leader of the Officgdposition is
that the report does appear to be well thoughtaadt contains
some very good information. The Yukon Housing Coation
is certainly digesting that information and workiwgh it.

I think what we have to recognize is that thera using
continuum, and this was brought out in the documgrad-
dresses a wide variety of housing needs and a vadety of
circumstances. The Yukon Housing Corporation hastitied
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the areas of greatest need and has addressed tteatns of

seniors and single parents. | understand now fiwrcorpora-

tion that seniors and single parents still remh@largest need,
but that's not to say that there aren’t other geolfhe corpora-
tion will be looking at those different aspectdiud report.

Mr. Mitchell:
the Housing minister refer to a report that's nftykars old,
because he is usually about 10 years behind irebiing.

Perhaps the minister can take a lesson from thmiBre
He should drive by the homeless shelter and checlepty
beds. The Premier calls that a “business plan.”al$e know
that the minister is often better at attacking theeding. So,
Mr. Speaker, this government has ignored the nettle least
fortunate and attacked all who have disagreedenpthst. It is
the homeless who have paid the price for this gowent’s
indifference and the cost continues to rise.

Why wasn’t addressing this need a priority in théar's
budget?

Speaker’s statement

Speaker:
guestion, the Leader of the Official Opposition e ttermi-
nology that you're using in your questions is gotnglead to
discord. | just want the honourable member to kitloat sharp
words will lead to sharp words. So just keep thatansidera-
tion for your supplementary questions.

Minister, you have the floor.

Hon. Mr. Kenyon: For the member opposite, this
government and the Yukon Housing Corporation hagenb
working on all of these problems and have, in tagt ffive
years, in fact, invested over $200 million into ti@ising con-
tinuum and various projects. Compare that to thartdived
Liberal government which had not a single pennw ioapital
budget toward housing and built not a single haysinit. Is
this the great leadership that the Liberal leadesuiggesting?
Mr. Speaker, when it's 1:12 p.m. in the afternoontlis side
of the House, it's 2001 on the other.

Perhaps the Liberal leader can get with the progaach
start addressing problems more realistically.

Speaker’s statement

Speaker:
honourable minister. As | mentioned earlier, shagyds are
going to lead to sharp words and that was exale#\gist of my
earlier caution. So honourable members, just kkapih mind.
Next question, please.

Mr. Mitchell: What we’ve again heard is a litany of
housing projects that the government has annouitetie
past, but we haven't heard an answer to the quest&re ask-
ing today. What about the people who have nothingne—
home to go to? The government continues to igriasegrow-
ing need in spite of all the urging from NGOs, fheblic and
the Official Opposition. If the government won’stén to us,
then listen to the public and the community orgatians that
are calling for government action on homelessnéks. gov-
ernment has to be a part of the solution, but iitiooes to

Mr. Speaker, it's encouraging to hear

I'll actually exercise the same caution to the

avoid that responsibility, so we sit and wait uttié next elec-
tion — nothing happens, no homes, and so the r@sxrgment
inherits the mess that was left. Why has this gouwent failed
to address this need — the need to address homesssin
Yukon — for nine years?

Hon. Mr. Kenyon: Again, | have to point out to the
member opposite that, yes, this government hasthadkeal
with the mess that was left. 2001-02 — the shoittest ma-
jority government in the history of the Commonwbkadf Na-
tions — not a single penny in the capital planshousing and
not a single unit built.

That's what we inherited and that's what we’re wogk
with, with a 40-percent increase in social housing continu-
ing to look at that housing continuum across thartho

Question re:  Francophone school board litigation

Mr. Fairclough: The Minister of Education told us
yesterday that this government will need Yukoneyspay
three-quarters of a million dollars for its disputéth the
Commission scolaire francophone du Yukon this yddre

Before the honourable minister answers theminister stated that “...it was not our decision mbeg into this

type of litigious situation; however, we have ap@ssibility to
defend ourselves when we feel we have providedstipport
for francophone students that we have.”

Yukoners want to know that this government is datng-
rything it can to resolve this dispute in the mosst-effective
way possible. Spending taxpayer dollars on legs¢gds unac-
ceptable unless all other options have been lodakid Will
the minister confirm that this government is spagdihree-
quarters of a million dollars on legal fees fostlegal battle?

Hon. Mr. Rouble: The government believes that the
level of support it has provided and continues tovige is
consistent with and indeed surpasses our legajatinins.

French first language students enjoy an excellevel|of
education in a well-equipped school that curreogrates at
60 percent of the recommended capacity. The stadalsb
enjoy strong levels of funding and student/teaalatios that
are among the lowest in Canada.

The government also believes that the level of agen
ment and control exerted by the rights holders inkof
through the Commission scolaire francophone du Yiukeets
or exceeds legal requirements.

Mr. Speaker, we will continue to work with the Cis-
sion scolaire francophone du Yukon to provide drogl
French education to rights holders’ children. Wd wontinue
to work with the Commission scolaire francophoneYdikon
on issues such as Académie Parhélie, an expetiedtiaation
program, and we will continue to look after theeimist of all
Yukon students, whether they be of First Nationestry, of
Catholic religion or students with special needs Wave a
commitment to provide an equity of education andeaoel-
lence of education to all Yukon students.

Mr. Fairclough: | asked the minister to confirm
whether they spent $750,000 on legal fees on tlaidem Mr.
Speaker. He didn’t answer the question. Regardiegase, the
Education minister told us that this government] amuote:
“engaged in good-faith efforts to try to resolve timatter and
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to try to avoid trial and the costs related tobitif the parties
were unable to reach mutual, acceptable agreerhents.

It's interesting, Mr. Speaker, since in a recenirt@ase
appearance, the government’s lawyer accused thye jofibias
and asked him to remove himself. This must be thikon
Party’'s idea of diplomacy. What a way to try toalee a con-
flict and save Yukoners the burden of paying evamrarfees
on a prolonged court case.

Did the minister think accusing the judge of biagsvgo-
ing to save taxpayers money and to help win thig2a

Hon. Mr. Rouble: Mr. Speaker, we operated in good
faith with the Commission scolaire francophone dukdh.
There were negotiations before we were servedeasndmber
identified. There were good-faith efforts after were served.
There was a mediated process at the beginning eofctiurt
case. We certainly went into this looking for aglation.

Now, it did come as quite a surprise, though, toniners
opposite yesterday to hear some of the terms thed Vaid out
in the statement of claim. The Commission scoléiesco-
phone du Yukon is looking for the transfer of tHecble Emi-
lie Tremblay school and parcel of land on whiclsisituated.
They're looking for the authority to build a newcsedary
school on the EET land which could accommodateoupO0
students. They were looking for a budget to do that would
be in the range of $15 million to $45 million.

As I've said before, the Government of Yukon anel fre-
partment of Education continue to provide excekeimcFrench
first language education. We do that in partnershiih the
Commission scolaire francophone du Yukon. We woithw
them to ensure an excellence in education, as wédall
Yukon students. We have a certain responsibilitslkorukon-
ers to ensure they have the opportunities they teasdcceed
and that we have equity in education throughoutehdory.

Mr. Fairclough: Then why avoid the question, Mr.
Speaker? The Education minister likes to talk abebat a
great relationship this government has with othakeholders
in Yukon’s education. Seriously, how does the nterislefine
a great relationship? Does he go for coffee witimimers of the
francophone school board when court recesses dadli?

This government is being sued by what this ministdls
its “partners in education.” This should give Yukos an idea
of how well this government works with its partnevgill the
minister tell us the total amount that has beemtsfighting
Yukoners in court on this issue and how much merexpects
taxpayers will have to pay?

Hon. Mr. Rouble: No, | can't tell the member oppo-
site how much it's going to cost. The court caseas con-
cluded. The process is not concluded.

We have a responsibility to stand up for the wdrit tis
going on throughout the Department of Education,vihat is
interesting is that the Liberal Party, again, i$ taking a posi-
tion on this. They wouldn't tell Yukoners yesterdaether
they would have defended themselves in this oraroivhether
they would have followed through with all of thesimns put
forward by the Commission scolaire francophone dikon.
One has to ask themselves the question: how irnsdigle is it
to take a position on an issue like this when yauem’t even

read the statement of claim? We're asking that tipresYuk-
oners are asking that question and the LiberalyRearéds to
provide an answer to that question.

Question re:  Housing task force report

Mr. Cardiff: It's unfortunate that it is necessary to ask
guestions again today on the desperate housingtisituin
Yukon. The minister responsible for the Yukon HogsCor-
poration yesterday dwelt on one segment of houséaagls, and
they've done pretty well at providing housing fengrs. We
congratulate them for that, but we now have a @etlumented
plan in the Anti-Poverty Coalition’s report. It'slbed A Home
for Everyone and it's a report on a broad range of housing
needs. It is based on 13 different existing documend re-
search on housing that has been available sincg, 20@ it is
based on consultations with dozens and dozensopige

Why does the minister continue to ignore all thesgmorts
and pretend that all the needs have been met wiesnabvi-
ously haven’t?

Hon. Mr. Kenyon: | appreciate the member’'s com-
ment that he approves of what we’ve done for senioshould
point to him again, when you look at the waitirgf,lithe num-
ber of seniors and the number of single-parent lfamistill
dominate all other groups by a huge amount. Theysill,
statistically, groups that are as much in needpéaple move
into the facilities in Riverdale — the single-patréacility over
there, into the many seniors facilities that we enéwilt in a
number of different communities — they tend to mawg of
their old accommodation. That gives us a chanceenovate
them and to work on those facilities and to reastfigm. It is a
part of a continuum, and the Housing Corporatiotiink, has
done a marvelous job in terms of trying to additess contin-
uum. We do have a long way to go. The member ls;rihere
are other groups that are in need. | think it hasnbthe ap-
proach of the Housing Corporation, and certainky &pproach
of this government, to deal with the groups moshéed, and
continue to look at that whole continuum. | thihley've done
a good job of it, and | think the Leader of the duildl Party has
made a good point that when we have to deal wighntiess
that was left — the mess was left by both partiedhe other
side of the House.

Mr. Cardiff: The other groups the minister is referring
to, a lot of them are homeless. Housing has topgmeocached
equitably. The Northern City Supportive Housing (Qam
explored the needs of those people who needed gujopget
on their feet and become productive once againir reject
is based on a Housing First approach, which rezegnthat
you can't look for a job or look after yourself gour family
without a place to live. Their business plan hasnb&ssed
back and forth between the Housing Corporation ldedlth
and Social Services for several weeks now and #aellthe is
fast approaching. We trust that the Health and &&xrvices
department is busy working on the plan with thelitoa and
coming at it from their professed social-inclusftilosophy.

Will the Minister of Health and Social Services ahid
department work cooperatively on the business mfrhe
Northern City Supportive Housing Coalition to eresits suc-
cess in meeting a demonstrated need?



February 22, 2011

HANSARD

7545

Hon. Mr. Kenyon: The business plan he referred to
has been presented to Health and Social ServichasInever
been presented to the Yukon Housing CorporatiorceQhat
business plan is vetted and approved by the Depattrof
Health and Social Services, it then has to come bacthe
Yukon Housing Corporation Board of Directors foijLatica-
tion, for a decision, for ranking and scoring. Oritegoes
through all of that, it would then have to come kao the
board of directors for approval.

The deadline is not even close — the member omGsit
obviously not aware of that — but it isn’t evens#o Again, |
think we’'ve seen a plank in the NDP platform — weria
cheque — don’t go through and make sure that wetsphe
money wisely, just write a cheque for it.

Mr. Cardiff: It's clear from other reports that it will
take collaboration of all departments involved &zkie the
crisis in housing. We have families who need haysh any
cost; there are families who can't pay the hightsethere are
renters who live in deplorable housing; there asepbte on
social assistance who pay rent instead of eatihgt i a wide
range of needs, none of which this governmentlidrsp Per-
haps we need to look at why they are not.

The Minister of Health and Social Services revedies
true philosophy on social inclusion a few weeks agen he
said, quote: “Being able to look after yourseltfirs the num-
ber one priority of every individual. The more ytnok after
yourself, the less we have to look after you.” s tthe ap-
proach of this government, to blame the victima gbor hous-
ing policy and let them look after themselves?

Hon. Mr. Kenyon: It's the policy of this government
to try to work with available resources to providdequate
housing for all Yukoners.

In that sense, again, | think the report was wefie] well
thought out and well presented. We do have to pmilhtagain
that the problems aren’t going to go away overnighis gov-
ernment, in the last five years, has put over $2dlllon into
the housing portfolio — into providing housing. Biitwas
under an NDP government that the transfer agreemwast
signed with the federal government, transferrirgpomsibility
for social housing back to the provincial and terial gov-
ernments. Over their formula, that amount is rapigbing
down and will soon become exponential and go dawreto.
It is a huge mistake, | think, to have signed ttatument.

But, again, | have to go back and refer to the Menfbr
Copperbelt — we’re dealing with the mess that vedsunder
two longer-standing NDP governments — not a sirdgéar
was put into the capital budget for housing andansingle unit
was built. We do what we can right now and, yesaveetrying
to deal with the mess that was left for us.

Question re:  Health care delivery wait times

Mr. Cathers: The Auditor General’s reporifukon
Health Services and Programs — 2011, Departmeitezfith
and Social Serviceseviewed two specific programs and made
recommendations regarding improving planning andop®-
ance measurement. The Auditor General also notat the
department had already made improvements. Unfarilyna
the Liberals and the NDP have chosen to attacki¢ipartment

and its staff, rather than recognizing the goodknihiey are
doing and making constructive suggestions.

Measuring success in health care delivery is ingmbrtand
there is no more important measurement than patreceiving
quality care when they need it.

Last month the Fraser Institute reported that theramge
wait time in Canada for a CT scan is 4.2 weeks| iV minis-
ter please tell me how long Yukoners typically hawevait for
a CT scan?

Hon. Mr. Hart: I'd like to thank the member opposite
for his question with regard to wait times. The €Bn process
in the Yukon is a very short period of time. Of czr) it de-
pends upon whether the person is from the rurasaoe local,
here in Whitehorse. We do have a very short waitimg for
that process to take place, and the Whitehorse raeHespital
is very accommodating in providing that service.

Mr. Cathers: The Liberals and the NDP have taken
parts of the Auditor General's report referringpimgrams out
of context and criticized the department and i&ffstOne
member even went so far as to say “there is normalg for
what they do”. That's not what the Auditor Genesald. Her
report stated that the department had already rmageove-
ments and last week she said “they need to takeeitstep fur-
ther”. What everyone should keep in mind is thatrevealking
about how to make a good system better.

Yukon patients receive a quality of care that isosel to
none in Canada. Last month the Fraser Instituterteg that
the average wait time in Canada for an MRI is 9e®ks. |
know of one recent case where a Yukon patient badait
only 14 days for an MRI.

Will the minister please tell me how long Yukone@n
expect to wait to get an MRI, compared to the mai@verage
of 9.8 weeks?

Hon. Mr. Hart: With regard to obtaining an MRI,
that takes place outside of the Yukon and, depgndpon the
severity of the client’s condition, that time whle expedited
quickly if it's an emergency situation. Obviouslyif's not,
then it will fall into the process. It will rangenavhere from a
period of nine weeks to three months.

Mr. Cathers: In discussing our health care system,
it's very important to understand what the fact.afhe
Yukon’s health system has its challenges, and Wktiee min-
ister agrees that improvements can and should loe imahow
things are done. But overall, our family physiciasgecialists,
nurses, technicians, therapists and many othethheabfes-
sionals deliver a quality of care that compared veehny ju-
risdiction in Canada.

Patient access to quality care in a timely mangamie of
the most important measurements of success inhhealte.
Last month the Fraser Institute reported that therage wait
time in Canada for an ultrasound is 4.5 weeks. W@l minis-
ter please tell me how long Yukoners can expeetdit at an
ultrasound?

Hon. Mr. Hart: Again, depending upon the severity
of the situation, it can be as short as hours andreg as days
for a person trying to obtain an ultrasound.
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Questionre:  Mayo B project Mr. McRobb: Mr. Speaker, the cost of this govern-
Mr. McRobb: It was interesting yesterday to watch ment’s liability with respect to Mayo B financingas known

the Premier identify where in the budget we mighd the line
item for Mayo B funding. He referred to page 18 the
budget, but that page only shows $1 is allocatedHe entire
coming fiscal year. The Premier's December 1, 2lgb@r —
which I'll file now — more than a year ago explainte gov-
ernment’s liability. The Premier committed to ma&enual
payments to the Yukon Development Corporation ter prin-
cipal and the interest on the $52.5 million. Inrygathe cost of
interest at the rate of five percent amounts taua8.6 million
and the principal portion is about $1.7 milliony fa total of
$4.3 million. So, where in the budget is it?

Hon. Mr. Fentie:
Liberals view our public utility. We've heard muéfom them
in regard to said utility, but the Yukon Party gowaent views
it as an independent corporation, and, of coursesasd yes-
terday, the transaction between the shareholdeiitar@rown
corporation is pretty standard practice. We haygpetted the
Development Corporation on this matter, as we tsaygported
the Energy Corporation in other investments. Thalf'®vident
in public accounts and through other documentataord so
will this be, Mr. Speaker, in accordance with how Wwave
supported the Crown corporation, ensuring thatatntains its
independence from government.

Mr. McRobb:
Corporation is not a utility. Now, what was it thevented the
government from entering a line item into the budgeat
means something to Yukoners? We know the termiseo§ov-
ernment’s portion of this debt are to repay the .$5gillion
loan in 30 years at five percent interest. Thatraxmate an-
nual cost is $4.3 million, so that’'s what shouldHdmoked for
the coming fiscal year.

But this government’s budget for the next fiscakrye
shows only $1 booked for this debt. Why did the niles
choose to book only $1 instead of the $4.3 milli@r?is this
what he meant when he said the buck stops at kis?de

Hon. Mr. Fentie:
mier's desk, whoever the Premier may be at anyngtime,
Mr. Speaker. That is what comes with taking on risponsi-
bility and the obligations of governing and leadifign sure
the Member for Kluane understands this. The Devabog
Corporation is being supported by the governmentill do its
financial assessments and audits and provide ikshas we
do. In the case that there are any shortfallsHfeRevelopment
Corporation, of course the government is goinguppsrt it.
But it's also a company that is earning revenuasrany very
well be capable of paying its own way in any gifiscal year.

So of course the prudent course of action will @evait
for all that accounting to be done before we mag&minina-
tions. That's why the $1 booking is in the buddes, another
demonstration that, during the course of a fisealrythere may
be some variances coming forward that governmeiit bei
dealing with. We'’re very pleased to be able to suppur
Crown corporation and our public utility in the nmeen that we
have to the tune of millions and millions of doflar

Mr. Speaker, I'm not sure how the

last spring — last spring, long before the budgas wrinted —
so why was this significant expense left out of uelget? In-
stead of being open and accountable to the Yukdaicpon

how this government is spending their money, trenfer de-
cided to show only $1 instead of the real figuresofme $4.3
million.

How is this prudent fiscal management? How can we b
lieve this fantasy budget when it's already outlioml of dol-
lars with this one line item alone? Will the Premiow tell
this House the real budget number for Mayo B, dreisontent
on just passing the buck?

Hon. Mr. Fentie: The only fantasy here is the Liberal
plan for the Yukon and its future, whether it beergyy, econ-
omy, environment, health care, social programsastfucture,
education and the list goes on. The only fantaswyhst the
Liberal plan is.

Secondly, prudent fiscal management is not spending

money that you don’t have to spend. That's esdgntiae of
the principal elements that we have implementeéinancial
management that has helped this territory buildzabée sav-
ings account it has built.

Furthermore, the Yukon Party government has a okegr
distinction of relationship with its public utilitand Crown

Mr. Speaker, the Yukon Development corporation. We are the shareholder, and the sbliehin this

case is following normal transactions that any shalder
would with its Crown corporation. We will continte do that.
As far as liabilities, the Liberals know full wethat all li-

abilities are duly presented in public accounterathey are
audited. We have every confidence in the estimaisge put
before the House, that the fiscal plan and sitmatar Yukon
— not only today, but long into the future — is ery healthy
one, thanks to prudent fiscal management by theoluRarty
government and thanks to the lack of any plan detnated to
the Yukon public. | think the public will clearlynderstand
who they'd rather have managing their finances.

Yes, the buck does stop at the Pre-

Question re:  Fiscal management

Mr. Mitchell: Shortly after the Premier tabled his new
budget, the editor of our local daily commented thauffered
from a crisis of credibility. The Premier’s projexts of a sur-
plus were unbelievable to this writer and they ambelievable

to many Yukoners as well. One way the governmerg ha

achieved this surplus is by cutting projects frém budget. For
example, the new F.H. Collins school has been glslagk a
year. Last week it was confirmed that taxpayersoaréhe hook
for $52.5 million plus interest to help cover thests of the
Mayo B project.

That money has to be paid back. Yet, the Premisr &
my colleague points out, put only $1 in the buddéte real
number per year is more than $4 million. It's e&syalance
the books when you leave stuff out. Why should Yhéds
have confidence in the Premier’s election fantasyget when
such large amounts are left out?

Hon. Mr. Fentie:
is talking about are a Liberal fantasy. The mermkaws full
well what the estimates show for this territorys lhot only

The amounts that the Liberal Leader
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being talked about in the Yukon — the healthy figuasition
of Yukon. It's being talked about across this natie- the first
jurisdiction to follow the course of action that ri@ala is em-
barking upon in terms of fiscal management overdth the
future, the first jurisdiction to table a balandealdget in sur-
plus and we are building back up the savings adcthat we
used in time of need. Yukoners are clearly lookatgvhat's
happening here. They are listening to the Libendie are con-
stantly making these wild accusations that anybaahy, gov-
ernment, would table numbers in a budget that afactual
and based on all available information, data anléa public
accounts that are duly audited.

I'll let Yukoners judge what they think on who telleve,
but over the last nine years they certainly believe the
Yukon Party government, and they got what they e@ntThey
got sound fiscal management; they got a savingsustcand
when you look at the record, Mr. Speaker, | thinkgeaks for
itself. They actually have an economy and monegpend —
it's in their pockets.

Mr. Mitchell: Well, it's a nice speech, but in five
tries, this Premier is not answering the questidfukoners no
longer trust this government, and who can blammethgter the
Premier’s attempts to privatize our energy futuk® former
colleague still sits on this side of the House empthat this
government can't be trusted. The budget that tleenier has
presented is balanced on paper. Dig a little deapéra differ-
ent picture becomes clear. The Premier wrote tothlkon
Development Corporation and said, quote: “Goverrtnvait
provide an annual contribution to YDC for the pipat and
interest payments related to a portion of the wing up to
$52.5 million.” That debt has to be repaid, Mr. 8gar, and the
government is on the hook for a lot of it. Why ddbis Pre-
mier continue to table surplus budgets that inblgtéurn into
deficits before year-end?

Hon. Mr. Fentie: Speaking of “digging”, | think, as
the leader of the Liberals continues to dig, theréhat distinct
odor of mendacity. | can tell you — | couldn’t hetpyself.

Unparliamentary language
Speaker:
where I'm going on that one.

Withdrawal of remark
Hon. Mr. Fentie:
Speaker:

I'll withdraw —
Thank you. The Premier still has the floor.

Hon. Mr. Fentie:
that we have brought forward. | think the proofoist there;
evidence is all around us. We have the lowest utempent
rate in the country. We have one of the best health systems
that Canadians would have access to — right hevaikon for
Yukoners. We have a very focused investment oneptioiy
and conserving our environment.

Let’s look at recent retail sales. We lead the tguryYear
over year, our growth in retail sales is 12 pereenthe highest
in the country. That's because there is cash flerehYou
know why there is cash flow? In part, it's becaasegood,
sound fiscal management by the Yukon Party govenriiat

We are very confident in the budgets

can invest the money we have available, out thee Yukon-
ers’ hands and pockets.

Mr. Mitchell: | think the Premier was just looking for
that button so he could blow something up again.

This is the same Premier who invested —

Speaker’s statement

Speaker:  I'm going to exercise the same caution | did
with the honourable member earlier. Just don't geatize the
debate. The Leader of the Official Opposition Hesftoor.

Mr. Mitchell: This is the same Premier who invested
$36 million in asset-backed commercial paper and &&
would get it all back in a few months. Three anka# years
later, we still don’t have our money. It's aboutst. The Pre-
mier's colleagues who are running in the upcomilegtéons
will have to explain why they backed the Premietthoat issue,
because they are all in it together and the Prewileno doubt
reassure us they are.

This year’s budget should contain $4.38 millionctover
borrowing costs for Mayo B. What number did therfier put
in? $1 — it’s a pretty stretchy dollar. How can tReemier
claim that putting $1 in his budget as a place @&ofdr a multi-
million dollar liability is prudent financial managent?

Hon. Mr. Fentie: Because the Yukon Party govern-
ment ensures that it protects the public interest w&ill only
expend what it is required to.

Furthermore, the member continues to bring upikéibn
on investments. Let me remind the member that tivesi-
ments by this Yukon Party government have earndbions
for Yukoners and in particular, in the exchangeslobrt-term
notes for long-term notes on this particular inkestt, we now
have, in our hands, earned dollars from this inaest —
some $1.9 million. What have the Liberals ever ghduinto
this territory? It certainly isn't even close toathWhen they
were in office their retail sales factors were o879 million.
Today under Yukon Party watch, the retail saleshe- ¢ash
flow, the transference of funds in the Yukon —ti$$876 mil-
lion, almost $200 million more. That's what the YukParty

The honourable member knows exactlygovernment has brought into office with fiscal mgement.

Furthermore, we've taken this territory from a $&0lion
fiscal capacity to over $1 billion and, at the saimee, we have
the fiscal resources available to finance futureegoment op-
erations — a far cry from what the Liberals hadeythad
nothing.

Speaker:
elapsed.

The time for Question Period has now

Notice of government private members’ business

Hon. Ms. Taylor: Pursuant to Standing Order 14.2(7),
I would like to identify the items standing in thame of the
government private member to be called on Wednedeely-
ruary 23, 2011. They are Motion No. 1303, standimghe
name of the Member for Klondike, and Motion No. &25
standing in the name of the Member for Klondike.

Speaker:  We'll now proceed to Orders of the Day.
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ORDERS OF THE DAY

Hon. Ms. Taylor:
leave the Chair and that the House resolve into rGit@e of
the Whole.

Speaker:
Leader that the Speaker do now leave the Chairtlaaidthe
House resolve into Committee of the Whole.

Motion agreed to

Speaker leaves the Chair

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE

Chair (Mr. Nordick): Order please. Committee of the
Whole will now come to order. The matter before @Gwmmit-
tee is Bill No. 23,Third Appropriation Act, 2010-11We will
now proceed with general debate on Vote 52, Depantrof
Energy, Mines and Resources. Do members wish & tamie
cess?

All Hon. Members: Agreed.

Chair: Committee of the Whole will recess for 15
minutes.

Recess

Chair: Order please. Committee of the Whole will

now come to order.

Bill No. 23: Third Appropriation Act, 2010-11 —
continued

Chair: The matter before the Committee is Bill No.
23, Third Appropriation Act, 2010-11We will now continue
with general debate in Vote 53, Department of Epeldines
and Resources.

Department of Energy, Mines and Resources

Hon. Mr. Rouble: Thank you, Mr. Chair. It's my
honour and pleasure to rise today in Committeé@MWhole to
go through theSupplementary Estimates Nq.2010-11in the
Department of Energy, Mines and Resources. Thisbeas a
very active year for the Department of Energy, Mised Re-
sources, and | would first like to pass along mgntts to the
folks in the department for the tremendous amodnivark
they have done, for the hard work they have dond,far the
smart work they have done.

We've seen an incredible increase in the numbeppbr-
tunities here in the territory, and along with thagpportunities
comes additional work for the department, but IWribis cer-
tainly work that they are glad to see coming.

That's a pretty good theme — glad to see the wark-c
ing, because we can see it on the horizon. We bega some
significant increases in Yukon's economic positiofve’ve
heard about the growing population, from about @7 ,feople
in 2002 to about 35,000 people here in the teyritmday.
We've seen an increase in gross domestic produEtenseen
an increase in the number of people of employakik, r
employable people in the labour force in the teryit As we
heard earlier today, we've seen an increase inctmsumer
confidence level with a significant increase in thse of retail

sales. That's a good indicator to show that Yuksteve faith

| move that the Speaker do now in the economy, believe we’re on the pathway tespesity and

have confidence in where the territory is heading.
| was asked previously to provide a bit more infation

It has been moved by the Government Housé@nd statistical indicators and some of the benefitshe re-

source-extraction industry here in the territorgdd felt this
would be a good opportunity this afternoon to higji some
of those issues and to put some figures on thedeco

Yukon has permitted and brought three new mines int
production since 2007. These include Minto, Bellekeand
Wolverine. The value of metal produced from thes®perties
will be about $600 million in 2011 and will accouior about
40 percent of GDP.

The three mines represent an industry investmemtvef
$500 million. That's $500 million that has come largely
from outside of the territory to invest in industrigd operations
here in the territory. These mines produce a wardtcom-
modities including copper, gold, silver, lead anidcz The
Minto mine owned by Capstone Mining began commercia
production in 2007 producing copper and gold. lbisated on
First Nation land and in 2009, provided $5.9 millim royal-
ties to the Selkirk First Nation.

Also, Mr. Chair, they've recently provided a comrityn
economic development expense cheque. That was EEN&X
allowed under the royalty changes that the Govemnuod
Yukon passed. That was a contribution to the Selkirst Na-
tion for | believe $1.6 million, which will be used build an
early childhood education centre there in the comityu
That's another great investment, and just parhefgayback to
the community for the work that's going on hereal$o re-
cently pre-paid $17 million to Yukon Energy Corptima un-
der a power purchase agreement which is seven gbeed of
schedule.

Certainly, Mr. Chair, for the Energy Corporation have
$17 million in cash on hand earlier than anticipate good
news.

We have three new projects presently in the panyitt
process. These include the Eagle Gold, Carmackpélamd
the Mactung project. They represent an additionaéstment
of over $500 million. Several large projects argoah the de-
velopment pipeline. The Casino deposit is a massive-
per/gold/molybdenum deposit northwest of Whitehorst.
Chair, the development of this project is expedtedost more
than $2 billion and result in a 30-year mine liféhink about
that for sustainable, ongoing development. Thinduabhat for
breaking the boom-bust cycle.

The pre-feasibility study for Casino predicts ttie bf the
Yukon mining royalties of $580 million, corporatecome tax
of $1.3 billion and personal income tax of $527limil. These
are just some of the indicators of how the teryitaill benefit
from this, not only through royalties paid, butathrough the
people working here in the community, through theome
taxes that are paid and then through the spindffauchasing
other products — an investment in the infrastruetir the
community.

On the exploration side of things, Yukon's mineea-
dowment continues to attract attention at unpretiedelevels.
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We are really facing another gold rush. Over 12thganies,
including Canada’s major producers, invested ovs0$mil-
lion exploring in the Yukon in 2010. Explorationesyling in
2011 could well exceed $200 million. Of course t'thaust an
estimate. This exploration is focused on both prexiand base
metals. It's important to note that this isn’t judtasing one
metal — indeed, we see people exploring for gdldes cop-
per, lead, zinc, molybdenum and other mineralsedadd we
have pretty much the entire periodic table of opputies.

Several factors taken together are driving the esurg
Yukon’s mining industries. These include exploratisuc-
cesses and new exploration techniques, a singlieo@nvental
assessment and permitting process, strong accespital and
foreign direct investment commodity prices. We hagdainly
demonstrated that we can put in place a strondegtige re-
gime that allows for mine development.

There are some other factors I'd like to share witbm-
bers, just so they're getting the full idea of $mope of the
work that's going on. | do want to make a correttithere was
a contribution of $1.4 million for the constructiaf an early
childhood development centre in Pelly Crossing.

There was a recent exploration project, just testlate the
impact they have on the community. This is just padicular
project, but they purchased the services or puethasoducts
from four hotels, a bottled water company, thremcgry stores,
a catering company, three laboratories, three iamatompa-
nies, one tire supplier, two auto parts supply canigs, one
vehicle leasing company, four fuel suppliers, faanstruction
equipment suppliers, two heavy equipment compartigs,
communications companies, a surveying companyad em-
gineering company, three freight and trucking conigs, a
storage company and four other industrial suppimganies.
There are very strong spinoffs from the work goorgin the
exploration and mine development industry.

We're seeing a growth in our GDP. The Conferencar8o
of Canada’s latest territorial outlook estimated @@eal GDP
growth at 4.3 percent. That's a pretty strong iathic. That's a
pretty strong indicator that we are on track farcass.

Now, this is, of course, going to have challenges that’s
the role of government and the people in the Yuketo turn
those challenges into opportunities. We're seeingse in-
creases in opportunity. We're seeing an increasbdrdemand
for housing. Governments are responding by incngashe
number of building lots. We're seeing an increas@riogram-
ming and educational opportunities, whether it'sotigh the
Yukon Mine Training Association, whether it's thghuYukon
College, or whether it's through the private depeh@nt for
training on the job with many of our companies. Bud're
seeing Yukoners prepared for Yukon opportunitiesl, aof
course, that's our number one priority. If we hapgortunities
that cannot be met, we will need to increase ouynufation to
continue that growth at a sustainable rate, so weatan all
benefit from the economic opportunities that aeadly coming
our way.

This will result in an increase in population, whicauses
an increase in opportunities.

I should note too that there are some people vdy s
“Well, what about this increase in population?hattnot going
to have a negative impact on our community?” Angoluld
suggest we just take a look at the changes tha happened
in the territory in the last few years — going frahe exodus
of population that we had at the beginning of 2@D@hat we
have today — and for people to take a look aroumdi say if
they are in a better community now with a populaté 35,000
or 36,000 people than they were a few years agmwieehad,
as people will remember, that U-Haul economy? Wdithin-
creased population goes increased options, whigthdor res-
taurants, stores, housing opportunities or evenmetions.

As well, Mr. Chair, we all recognise the incredilierri-
tory that we live in, that has its tremendous redtinenefits,
whether it's the ski trails, the downhill trails tite wilderness
at our doorstep. Seeing an increase of a few peopecom-
munity certainly will not have a significant changethat re-
spect.

Getting back into the budget, it's my pleasuréntooduce
the 2010-11 supplementary budget for the Departroéiiin-
ergy, Mines and Resources. The budget reflectssadpnts
made to the 2010-11 budget as EM&R works to manage
Yukon’s natural resources and to ensure integra¢ésdurce
and land use.

Some of the highlights of this budget include ttiet de-
partment’s operation and maintenance expendituags Been
an overall decrease of $3.6 million and there hesnba de-
crease of $11,000 in capital budget expendituras. Substan-
tive portion of this O&M decrease is due to a fumgiadjust-
ment for the Assessment and Abandoned Mines braksh.
sessment and Abandoned Mines branch in conjunatidm
Canada and affected Yukon First Nations contineetake a
lead on the development and implementation of efisttive
approaches that address historic liabilities at faeo mine
complex, Mount Nansen and Clinton Creek. There $#3&-
million O&M decrease in the supplementary budgetetfbect
the updated workplan for the Faro mine complex. Mers
will recall that this is a very large and very cdiogted proc-
ess, one that in the total terms of the budget pvidbably ex-
ceed $700 million. The remediation of the Faro minenplex
is one of the largest private sector projects ofkind in Can-
ada. As | stated, we expect the project over ity l@ng life-
time will likely exceed $700 million, and it's impt@ant to note
that these costs are 100-percent recoverable framadz.

This change reflects a change in the workplaneitainly
does not reflect a decrease in any of the propsrtertomplete
the work. Canada is responsible for this and YuKon,the
most part, is a flow-through of the monies.

Another notable adjustment in this budget is a $B2%
increase in mineral resource revenues, due torafisant in-
crease in the volume of quartz claim fees collettgdhe de-
partment. It's a very exciting time in Yukon’s mmaé sector
and this excitement has translated into tangibleefis to
Yukoners.

Over 600 Yukoners are currently employed directly b
hardrock mines throughout the territory; hundredsrenare
working in placer mining operations and mineral lexation
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projects through the territory. $230 million — tlésa figure |
didn't include earlier, Mr. Chair — $230 million fdeen spent
to develop Yukon Zinc's Wolverine mine.

In the last decade, there has been nearly a —aisttypo?
— 2,000-percent increase.

You don’t normally see a figure that says 2,000zpet
increase. I'm glad | checked. We've seen a 2,000grg in-
crease in exploration spending, from $8 million 2000 to
more than $150 million in 2010.

In order to ensure the interest in Yukon’s mingmtential
continues, Energy, Mines and Resources continuesipport
the geoscience research led by the Yukon Geolo§uoaley.
Exploration decision-making and resource planniagethds on
up-to-date, quality information. Over the past fiyears, the
Yukon Geological Survey has been undertaking adrefaus
range of new geophysical and geochemical survegt di
rectly contribute to the success of the mining sidu The
supplementary budget includes $625,000 additiamadihg for
the Yukon Geological Survey, which was provideddanNor.

With research in five different specialty areaseréhis
some really interesting work being done by the BpeMines
and Resources geologists and scientists. New granitveying
research will be done in southwest Yukon’'s RubydrearbData
from this aerial survey will help to further refirmur under-
standing of the region’s unique mineralization. dfixig geo-
science information will be brought to new useshwitork to
reanalyze a portion of NRCan’s national archivesteam
sediment samples.

In addition, new refinements will be made to exigtgeo-
physical tools with work to determine bedrock depibrma-
frost characteristics along creek channels in tlomdike.

Mr. McRobb: I would like to start off by thanking the
hard-working employees in this department. Mr. Chdis
always a pleasure to take part in the budget bhgsfivith these
people, who are very much on top of their respolitsgls in
several areas and certainly have the experienceskilthsl nec-
essary to run this department. In addition, peapithin the
department, particularly in the mining branch, haeen very
busy. We saw them in action at the Mineral Explorat
Roundup in Vancouver last month.

Certainly, they were very busy, both in terms aviding
information to the general public and the prospesctmd min-
ers and others in attendance, as well as conduttimmgeveral
meetings they had with several groups of peoptyding the
proponents of mining ventures and established minethe
territory.

This is an exciting area, and | can certainly ustierd the
minister’'s propensity to want to talk about the iminsector of
the department. We do know the department is mumte tihan
mining. It has other large areas of responsibilitgJuding en-
ergy planning, forest resources, water resourcesssentially,
all of the resources devolved to the federal gavemt, in ad-
dition to several other areas, including agric@tand so on.

| want to return to the Mineral Exploration Roundikis
year. The Official Opposition had three represéveat there
for the entire week, and they met with a varietypodponents
and established mining companies in the Yukon th®.a
member of that contingent, | can say it was verytinghile to
participate in those meetings.

Perhaps the most significant thing | learned id thare
are still a lot of things this government coulddmng, both in
terms of helping the mining industry and the exalimn indus-

This research initiative is based on recommendstiontry. This came as a bit of a surprise, because evedard a lot

Yukon government received from placer miners atoakehop
held last November. To ensure that all researchgbgathered
by the Yukon Geological Survey is accessible arefulgo the
public this funding will support work to digitizexisting maps
and reports and merge multiple data systems into easily
accessible database. In addition to supportingoeapbn in-
vestment decision-making, this research will previdiluable
baseline information to support future land use isiec-
making and infrastructure development.

Energy, Mines and Resources continues to contribute
the Yukon government’s goal to build a strong aneified
economy that benefits all Yukoners. The departrhastmade
tremendous progress in establishing a foundatiomwdstor
confidence and regulatory certainty for Yukon's alse re-
source sectors. This is a significant accomplisttimand |
would like to take this opportunity to thank alktkkilled staff
of Energy, Mines and Resources for their continbaad! work
and dedication.

| realize | focused quite a bit on the mineral sid¢hings
in this discussion. The Department of Energy, Miaad Re-
sources certainly has a broad range of respongijbilihether
it’s energy, minerals, forestry, agriculture ordgulanning.

We have a wide-ranging breadth of responsibilitées] if
members have questions on those or the items ferbudget,
I would be pleased to entertain them this afternoon

of announcements about the initiatives and goodkvegr this
government, but we've heard very little in regaodvthat's
missing.

A lot of the concerns about what's missing areeallip in
the recommendations of this year's report from YMABat
acronym stands for Yukon Minerals Advisory Boarde \&till
don’t have the report tabled for this year, eveoutih it was
prepared long ago.

Now, | understand there were five main recommendati
in that report. Yet, for some reason, the YukontyPgovern-
ment isn’t sharing that report with all memberstba opposi-
tion side of the House. | wonder why. No one gowent
owns information, such as the YMAB report. | thilhkvas on
day one of this sitting, | read a notice of motailing for the
government to table that report. Well, that was kseggo and
we still haven’t seen that report. So | have gotatl on this
Yukon Party government to be more open and accblenéand
willing to collaborate with all members of this Assbly for
the betterment of the Yukon public — in other wondalk the
talk. Don't hide the reports.

One of the meetings we had was quite interestimggard
to the major item in this supplementary budget,clvhis the
DIAND funding for the type 2 mines. Specifically,dealt with
possible plans for the Faro mine. The ministerresfeed the
updated workplan and mentioned there was $700amitido be
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spent. He wasn't clear if that total was a roll-efpwhat has
been spent in the past combined with what's expettebe

spent in the future, or if it was just from thisiptoon. So | want
to start on that point — if he can indicate exactlfyat that
$700 million represents. Of course, my rationaletfging to

find that exact number is the Yukon public has bexd the

cost for the complete reclamation for the old Faiioe site is
going to be nearly half a billion dollars. Wellday we heard a
figure that's 40 percent larger. So, again, doed thclude

what was spent in past years, or is it a revise¢ighate from

this point forward?

Now, back to this alternative proposal we hearduéablh
involved the reprocessing of the mine tailingsha bld Faro
mine site. | believe it also involves the filling wf the major
pit at the mine site. Such a plan, if it happend, aollide with
the federal government’s plan as it exists now. Wéelld like
to hear the minister explain what exactly is hajppgrwith
respect to the reclamation of this Yukon propery &as the
plan from this other company been integrated iht federal
government’s updated plan or not?

Hon. Mr. Rouble: Yes, Mr. Chair, | will certainly
agree with the Member from spectacular Kluane (Bab-
science — and for that matter, Roundup — were beigy this
year with a tremendous amount of interest in thetoey. Yes,
not only was the Member for Kluane there, the leaifethe
Liberal Party and as well, the Member for Mayo-Taiic, but
also the Leader of the NDP. On the government stdim-
cluded representation from the Premier who attertdedPre-
mier’s reception, me, Minister of Highways and RaubVorks,
and the Minister of Environment among others.

We felt it was certainly an important step to irt#ua
broad range of representation. This is a broadingnarea and
it was certainly important to include representatfoom the
Department of Environment, for example, so thattwald hear
some of the concerns and the industry could hemesof the
concerns coming from that perspective.

It was always interesting to hear the differentspectives.
| would trust that the perspectives that we comirta hear
from the Liberal Party in the Assembly will be tkame as
what they told industry at the event. There istaobiconcern
about that. We did hear a wide-ranging number sfiés or
thoughts or promises, if you will, that were comimgf. | want
to make sure they're consistent with what Yukorageshearing
in the Yukon Legislative Assembly.

| didn’t hear that criticism of the NDP — I'll mak#nat
perfectly clear. | think their position has stayege to course.
But it is important to ensure that everyone is imgathe same
message and that it's not being tailored to whomeve is
speaking.

Yes, Mr. Chair, there was a meeting with the Yukain-
eral advisory group. | have met with them a nundfgémes in
the last year.

They have put forward a number of important issares |
will endeavour to find that report and, where ajppiate, table
it or send it over to members opposite becauseds ¢provide
some good advice to government on taking steps tomgvard
to provide for a healthy, responsible industry hier¢he terri-

tory. | want to emphasize the word “responsibldieTindustry
has learned a lot; the government has learned ¢htregula-
tors have learned a lot, and the assessors haueetea lot.
Now, when one is putting forward a mining projdabiey cer-
tainly want to ensure that not only are they bejogd corpo-
rate citizens, but that they are having the leasbumnt of per-
manent impact on the landscape possible. Therevidearange
of mitigative steps that modern companies do dutimgir
work, right from the beginning, on the exploratiside right
through to the mine reclamation side. There is devdrray of
pieces of legislation and regulation in our vempiy regula-
tory regime that governs these activities.

As well, there are activities that are mandatedeurbeir
quartz mining licence or their mining use licenseshsure that
modern, responsible mining companies are behaviraniap-
propriate and responsible way, and this is in @&idito those
factors that organizations such as YESAB put fodaaamd the
mitigated steps that accompany their recommendsation

There were a number of issues raised with YMAB.SEhe
included regulatory issues, energy issues, acceskilted la-
bour and overall infrastructure issues — thosetta@eones that
I remember off the top of my head. Members will ezntber
that government has made adjustments to the quarting
licence and made amendments to the royalty regithese
were positive legislative changes that were welabimeindus-
try.

Energy is continuing to be an ever-increasing isAge
Yukon’'s economy continues to grow, we are not gpeis
much surplus through our renewable energy soufuesrigh
the hydroelectric facilities that we saw in pasangewhen in-
deed water was spilled through the gates and we'tdiake
advantage of all the energy potential here in ¢netory.

We have been responsive in that area, as has teldpe
ment Corporation and the Energy Corporation, irspung al-
ternative renewable energy production methods, lvdrehat’s
Mayo B or some of the other refinements to the Wighplant,
or other initiatives that the corporation is undkimg. Addi-
tionally, steps have been taken with Highways andbliP
Works to ensure that we'’re building a highway isfracture
system that will not crumble under the increasdivigg that is
out there. We recognize that we do require infrastire in
order to attract investment. In fact, that’s onéhaf key factors
that make Yukon such an attractive area. Alsohdutd be
noted that the issue of the royalty resource cathat$3 mil-
lion cap was raised by members in industry. Thgyessed a
strong desire to see local economies benefit fioenldcal ac-
tivity.

Receiving a greater amount of the royalties, rathen
sending them all to Ottawa, was something they @wking
for. They were also speaking very positively of tmanges we
made to the regulatory process to allow for a comitgueco-
nomic development expense. Members will recall Kiato
mine recently utilized this expenditure in making $a.4-
million contribution to the Selkirk First Nation ffadhe con-
struction of an early childhood education centrgaifh, indus-
try expressed a strong desire to see local commaniiocal
people, and Yukoners benefit from local and Yukativiy.
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The member also went on to ask questions regatttiieg
Faro project. Indeed, this is a very large proggad many peo-
ple are saying that we wish we knew then what wanktoday,
in order to have prevented such a situation froppkaing.

| would also encourage those folks, though, to takeok
at some of the more recent examples of mining, érét’s the
recent Brewery Creek project that was reclaimedoHeok at
how it has been reclaimed to an excellent level lzagh’t had
that lasting legacy.

Also, one only has to look at some of the areasirato
Whitehorse, whether it's the ski trails or the readtirough
Whitehorse, that are a result of the Copper Kinging pro-
ject. Indeed, many Yukoners, even after they haenbhere
for a number of years, don’t recognize that thatenwas even
in operation here.

The member opposite asked about Faro — I'm justrul
together some notes on this one. The estimatesmadiation
cost at the option feasibility phase range from@4dllion to
$590 million. As the scope of future activities betes better
defined, cost estimates are revised. Estimateduaned into
actuals, and the estimated total cost of the ovgraject is
currently $700 million. | would expect that thatedoinclude
the expenditures to date.

The Yukon government is actively working with thevs
ernment of Canada and affected Yukon First Natinsle-
velop a comprehensive final closure and remedigpian that
addresses both the short and longer term riskseataro mine
complex. The plan’s priorities are to protect theélc health
and safety and the integrity of the environmentlevimaximiz-
ing training, employment and business opportunifias af-
fected Yukon First Nations and Yukoners. The menrite
included a couple of different questions in thah looking for
some advice from him as to whether I've acknowledge
answered the issues that he has brought forwardrdieg
Faro. I'm not —

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

Hon. Mr. Rouble: | got one out of three so far. Well,
you know, I’'m going to have to give him another ogpnity if
he would like to share with me his questions aghlintry to
provide additional information.

Mr. McRobb: All right, Mr. Chair. The minister did
answer the question about the $700 million, whethavas
total or moving forward. | asked when he might &klihg the
YMAB report, so that should be relatively easy, the third
one was a little more complex. It involves the fedegovern-
ment’s updated Faro reclamation plan and whethemdated
plan provides for this private sector plan to reess the old
tailings at the Faro mine site with the idea dirfg up the large
pit at the mine site. This is a large scale projéét met with a
lot of people in Vancouver last month and learnbdua this
plan, and we want to make sure that, should tls pk feasi-
ble and pursued, there remains opportunity withia éntire
reclamation plan to provide for it. We're here bathsupport
of Yukon taxpayers and Canadian taxpayers in trygngnsure
this other plan is accommodated and the Yukon gowent
isn’t simply a spectator, watching what could blarge waste
of Canadian taxpayer dollars in proceeding downrdael, do-

ing certain reclamation work, when this other phat have to
redo it all again.

This is a fair question and it's something | woblave ex-
pected the minister to be on top of. Unfortunategounds like
he doesn’t know much about it. | would like an ideaay
whether the federal government’s updated plan lier Earo
mine reclamation provides for this alternative plamolving
private sector business.

Hon. Mr. Rouble: That was an interesting statement
there at the end. Does the plan provide for anredte plan?
Well, the plan provides for a number of differenhtingencies.
| trust the member doesn’t want me to go into ale/luiscus-
sion about acid rock drainage, and treatment al$eof mem-
brane, or capping techniques, or the number of Tameshas to
put in to neutralize the acid. | trust we're noirgpto get into
that level of discussion or debate in here todagahse if it is
then I'll have to beg the indulgence of the membpposite
and ask a few more engineers to come in and praddéee.
Rest assured, there are those engineers providvigea This
is a very significant project not only to Yukon,tranly to the
affected First Nations, but also to the Governn@EnCanada
who have the fiduciary responsibility for this.

We are certainly working with a plan that has been
adopted; the Government of Yukon, Indian and Narth&f-
fairs Canada, and the affected Yukon First Nateached con-
sensus on the preferred options for closure ancdetion of
the Faro mine complex and, as a result, we aregung for-
ward with that.

The financial responsibility for the Faro mine cdexpre-
sides with INAC, and the administration and card aantrol
lies with YTG. The two governments agreed to be co-
proponents for the assessment and regulatory moéepint
management team has been established, combinin@ l&l
YG staff into a single unit responsible for projentecution.
This is a very important project to Yukon, a vemgpiortant
project to Canada, and a responsibility that weeht the
world and to the environment.

Yes, the member can rest assured that we are takiegy
prudent, fiscal look at this, but we are also mglsare that this
is properly addressed. Due to the geology of theason, due
to the placement of the tailings, due to the typpibconstruc-
tion, due to the location of creeks, due to theafimn of the
valley, there are a number of different factord ttantribute to
make this a very challenging and long-standinggmtoj

It's not a matter of filling everything back intbe pit and
planting some grass seed and going home. Ther®rie tu it
than that. That's why we have the appropriate pstmal
staff, whether it's through the Department of Ewerylines
and Resources or whether it's contracted-out eeging ad-
vice or whether it's the additional advice from titber propo-
nents in this, including Yukon First Nations. We aill work-
ing collectively to ensure that we provide an eonmentally-
sound solution. We have acknowledged that this aiéae-
quire long-term treatment — that there will be &ddial acid
rock drainage or acid that leaches out of the eeghosck due
to it now being exposed to the atmosphere — antithvaill
have to be treated for some time to come. Thatimiblve — |
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don’t want to get too technical here — an additic@adings
area with treatment provided to it. It is a vergrsficant pro-
ject. We are working to ensure that there are gtroegional
economic benefits and that there are employmentroypties
for people in the whole region.

Mr. Chair, there is more technical advice | carenfbut |
want to conclude for the member that the Governnuint
Yukon and the Government of Canada are workingpimjumnc-
tion with affected First Nations on this. We aremrnitted to
providing a responsible solution that will standinphe long
term. We recognize that it will take a long-ternplementation
strategy. We recognize the variety of roles in phecess, and
we're going to continue to work with Canada on filmeding of
this, as they have the fiduciary responsibility amel have the
operations and care responsibility.

Mr. McRobb: Well, I'd have to say the minister's
response to the question on whether the federatrgawent’s
updated workplan accommodates this other plangeasrithed,
is simply inadequate. We're no smarter now thanweee 10
minutes ago on this matter. This is a major isst@nadian
taxpayers will be paying up to $590 million to ®doh this
former mine site in the years ahead. This is theistér's own
number, although that is subject to check oncefitre@d num-
bers are in. In present day dollars, given thid taite decades
to clean up, the net present value would be wedr @vbillion
dollars.

This is a major expenditure, and we don’t wantee &n-
necessary replication of costs, especially in aersition of
this other proposal, yet the minister failed to coemt on
whether the federal government’s plan will accomatedhis
private sector plan to reprocess the tailings dhihfthe large
pit. Instead the minister chose to suggest tharted to bring
engineers in here. We don’t need engineers in teeenswer
the very simple question of whether the federalegoment’s
updated plan accommodates this or not. The ministesup-
posed to have a grip on his department and espeaifilandle
on what’s happening with this Faro mine reclamation

It's also the minister’s responsibility to assisining ven-
tures in the territory, such as the one I've altlide, which is
interested in reprocessing the Faro mine tailivghat do we
get out of the minister? A big blank and accusaitirat some-
how we want engineers in here. This is not abogfinaers;
this is about the minister doing his job. Thishe tLegislative
Assembly; we're asking a viable question here an federal
government’s plan. We know the minister has offgciavail-
able for briefings all the time, yet it seems thiternative has
fallen through the cracks, because the ministernodlsing to
offer.

I'll give him one more opportunity to explain thighole
guestion about this proposal in relation to theefat govern-
ment’s updated plan and whether it accommodates it.

Hon. Mr. Rouble: Another one of the interesting pro-
jects that’s going on right now is the Alexco Bk#eo project.
This was a long-term liability where a company wastracted
to come in and provide the remediation work. Whhttreme-
diation work, there was a reprocessing and, indééskco is
planning to mine new areas, so in addition to ategpthe

responsibility of cleaning up that long-term liadyil— which
they're being paid for — they're also working atating a
mine there. That, | think, is what the member ojtpads talk-
ing about: having a private sector company comarid re-
mine the tailings, or reprocess the tailings, drmehtput things
together, or put things back in a better way. Weigt’'s an
interesting proposition. It has certainly been ay\ateresting
process to work through between the federal govemmand
Alexco, who are responsible for doing the remediaiat the
Bellekeno site. We do have quite a different ofanagnitude
on the Grum sulfide deposit Faro. This is a very large project
that, as | indicated, would likely be in the $700Hon range.

There is a plan in place. There’'s a long-term sgwtin
place. | would suggest that if there is any propbraait there
that has a solution to this, they continue to conthe federal
government, the Yukon government, and the teamithat-
volved in this. | can’t, on the floor of the Asseimtbased on
the information here, tell whether that would bsuétable pro-
ject or a suitable alternative. | can tell the memtpposite that
there is another example going on at Alexco whaerels
work with the company to do some remediation. lirgts like
an interesting idea being put forward. Can | commithang-
ing the plan to accommodate the idea that's puvdod? No,
not at this time. But, like any other good ide& {probably
worth taking a look at to identify whether it's &hle, whether
it's practicable, whether it's in the best interekthe environ-
ment and those who have the fiduciary respongbilit

Mr. McRobb: Well, Mr. Chair, it's somewhat stun-
ning to realize the minister seems to be caughgyadird by this
whole proposal. This is a major proposal that'snbefalked
about out there in the mining circles. We know thimister
was in Vancouver; we know his officials were in \¢aover; a
lot of meetings took place, yet this seems to hizillen be-
tween the cracks. I'm just floored by this.

Now the minister rephrased the question into somgth
far different from what it was. | heard him justggest that
we're asking him to change the plan. Mr. Chair, needsking
him if he is aware of whether the federal governtisaupdated
plan includes this proposal, and we still havet gn answer
on that.

We also want to know if the federal governmentanpl
will accommodate this private sector proposal. Wavem't
gotten an answer on that.

One has to wonder what the minister was doing at th
Mineral Exploration Roundup, if he wasn’'t engagedadlking
to officials, both in the government and the prévatector,
about these plans, which could change our tertitboth in
terms of the economy and the landscape.

Instead, the minister talks about how the Libesalisl one
thing at the Roundup and that was different froeirtbosition
here in the Yukon. | call on the minister to raike bar. Get
away from the hearsay; table the evidence, if hetsvtb make
any such accusations, and we'll deal with it, lust jto put on
the record this type of hearsay, which is derogetoward the
Official Opposition, has no place in this House. i&dere to
debate a supplementary budget for last year. Orteeofmajor
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expenditures in this budget is DIAND’s commitmeot fype 2
mine reclamation, the largest of which is the Faioe.

My questions pertain to the reclamation of the Haioe,
yet what do we get? Accusations of hearsay — whinlght
the minister’'s ear — and suggestions that we beimgjneers in
to answer the questions when clearly it's the nbhémis own
responsibility, so it's very disappointing to reaiall this has
transpired and we still don't have an answer asvihen the
minister will be tabling the YMAB report, so we’sdill spin-
ning out on answers to the very first questionsedsik this
debate an hour later.

We've got to raise the bar, start to produce irehes the
public expects.

Now, since the minister has no answers on theses aas
the record has clearly established, let's go toesother areas
within this department. I've got some questions land
development.

Now we already are aware of the debacle of howgthe
ernment has been very much lacking in terms of ldpieg
residential lots. This has been a huge concertdigoners and
wannabe Yukoners. This is another concern we hi@axhn-
couver: where are the lots on which homes can bk tou
house our workers? This came from the mining ingusith
properties well outside the City of Whitehorse. {inere call-
ing on us to try to bring some flame to this mieid toes, to
do something more in this area so they can bringerskilled
workers to the territory and actually contributeotor economy,
but instead, what do we have? Well, the ministezdito talk
about Whistle Bend and he mentions the year 20b2veider,
as is already clearly on the record in this Howse,know it
won't be until late 2012 when these lots becomeilavie.
Given the lack of a building season in the wintemwon't be
until at least the spring of 2013 when we see ecaog8bn on
some of these lots. Mr. Chair, that's more than years away.

We're hearing this concern out there, not only frgmk-
oners — people in the real estate industry, peopkbe land
development industry — but also people from outsideterri-
tory who want to move here. So the lack of residémots is
definitely stunting the Yukon’s growth.

| want to ask the minister specifically about thevern-
ment’s development of a commercial industrial suisibn.
The reason for this is to get a better idea of whaictually
costs the government versus the revenue from theoféots in
such a subdivision. Let’s use the example of the asea just
off of Burns Road in Hillcrest. There are a numbeétots that
are designated both commercial and industrial at #rea. |
would like the minister to give us the number dsland what
the total revenue is expected to be once the tets@d.

| understand that one lot has been sold. So wewkirg
for projected revenue once all the lots have beéh so we're
able to compare the figure of the revenue at tlieaérthe day
— at the end of the sale — to the actual costéogthvernment
for these lots and in building the subdivisionwié can call it
that.

My question is specifically on this commercial isthial
subdivision, if we can call it that, and what thenber of lots
is, what the estimated revenue is from the salallothe lots

and the cost to the government of developing andcketiag
those lots. Those are the numbers we expect toftmarthis
minister.

Hon. Mr. Rouble: In 2009, Indian and Northern Af-
fairs Canada, Yukon government and affected Yukiost Na-
tions reached consensus on the preferred optiocldetre and
remediation of the Faro mine complex. Now, themaisaddi-
tional idea coming through. Here, on the floorla# Assembly,
the member opposite would like to know if we're mgito go
ahead with that or if that can be accommodate@. &nswered
him a couple of times now that there is a historyrukon of
working with companies on remediation processesadswithat
we have a responsibility to ensure that we're pgtiin place
the right solution — one that makes sense environatlg, one
that makes sense financially, one that addressesshes that
have been raised by a number of different peopid, that if
there are ideas that have come forward since t08 2Qree-
ment, that there would have to be some kind of idenation of
those before | could come to any conclusion thaduld share
with the member opposite. There are a number éérdifit is-
sues.

He asks if the plan will accommodate the plan. Whkre
are a few more levels of detail that need to beméxed and a
few more issues of feasibility that need to be eenxd. Cer-
tainly, an idea such as this would have to be exachin much
greater detail than by two politicians on the fledrthe Legis-
lative Assembly. You know, it sounds interestingwill cer-
tainly have the Department of Energy, Mines andoRdeses
follow up.

Additional issues that came forward were also alaiut
tracting human resources to the territory and énguhat peo-
ple had appropriate accommodations, whether thene vire
camps or within communities, and looking at pernmamesi-
dences for many who would like to live here. Indeeg’re
seeing growth in Yukon communities. That's someghihat
we weren’t seeing in the past.

The Government of Yukon, whether it's Energy, Mines
and Resources or Community Services, has been ngpdiii-
gently with Yukon communities and with First Natsoim order
to meet the demand for land from Yukoners. Theeepaojects
in the planning and development stages occurrinDawson,
Mayo, Haines Junction, Teslin, Destruction Bay, riacks,
and the Whitehorse periphery. In addition to prigguut for-
ward by the Government of Yukon, there are projecisfor-
ward by the City of Whitehorse and also by sevéfakon
First Nations.

We launched the sale of lots in the Ingram subidiigar-
lier this year, in addition to other lots, and wantinue to work
with the City of Whitehorse, which also has a sgroesponsi-
bility to meet housing needs and land needs hethein mu-
nicipality.

We are working in collaboration with the City of Wé
horse, as per theand Development Protocohnd that will
result in the Ingram subdivision, which will be stream and
will literally provide thousands of options for heing.

Additionally, we also need to work — both from avgo
ernment perspective and from an industry perspeetivwith
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the City of Whitehorse on expanding some of theshay op-
tions, alternatives and styles that are availa@eviously,
looking at the density is important to the City\Whitehorse.
We also need to look at a mix of housing, andl&dve that
mix of housing to the minister responsible for thekon Hous-
ing Corporation to discuss.

The member opposite has also asked about indukitgal
that are available for sale. There are some coniaidots that
are available through private sector developeglanwell and
on Hamilton Boulevard at the south access and Alasigh-
way intersection. From the information | have at mayd here,
there is one lot in inventory for industrial lotedugh our de-
partment — for an industrial lot that is in the gen of
$190,000.

We'll continue to work with Community Services dmg
issue, also with the City of Whitehorse on thisiessWe have
seen a number of different industrial lots beingrked on
throughout the territory, including the Mount Sim@ject, so |
would suggest that not only is the Department ofrgy,
Mines and Resources responsible for this but vedsib follow
up with some work with the City of Whitehorse to adurther
identification of some of the lots that they mayéavailable.
The member was right, that it was a time to rakee ltar, to
address the issue that’s in the supplementary bubtgeause
that's what we're all here for. He also commentgéima that |
hadn’t answered his question and | would ask hirtake that
careful look again through the Blues. | did maksmmitment
to endeavour to provide the YMAB report to the memippo-
site. That was stated earlier; that's on the recbrguess he
wasn't listening then.

Some Hon. Member:

Hon. Mr. Rouble:
“When?”

Some Hon. Member:

(Inaudible)
The member opposite is shouting,

(Inaudible)

Point of order

Chair: Mr. McRobb, on a point of order.

Mr. McRobb: On a point of order, my soft comment
was portrayed as shouting and | object.

Chair’s ruling

Chair: There is no point of order. Mr. Rouble.

Hon. Mr. Rouble: | tried to recharacterize the com-
ments coming from the member opposite as “sholitivigs,
he interrupted contrary to Standing Order 6(6).

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

Hon. Mr. Rouble: No, it's not a point of order now.
The Member for Kluane is having a side conversatiith the
Chair. It's always a challenge here when we have s&t of
rules for one person and another set of rulestfoergpeople.

Mr. Chair, we've tried to provide answers to thennter
opposite; we've provided answers; we've provided iiifor-
mation that he has asked for. | will look into aupke of the
other issues that he has raised that are outsideechrea ad-
dressed in the supplementary budget. If he does logver
questions regarding to the supplementary budgetould be
glad to answer them now.

Mr. McRobb: For the minister’s information and for
the public record, he hesitated in his speech hatistwhen |
softly conveyed the question “when” to the ministeying to
be helpful. To get it portrayed on the record dsotging” and
for the minister to repeat that again is anothemgxe of not
raising the bar in this Assembly, nor is it prodwuet | was try-
ing to be helpful to the minister. Again, when Wil be tabling
the YMAB report?

Now, in terms of lot development, he answered rafrtbe
questions | put on the record, so to clarify thesestions
again: how many lots are in this Burns Road devekmu?
What's the estimated revenue from the sale ofhallots, and
what's the cost to the government? Surely the n@nisust
know.

Hon. Mr. Rouble: $190,471. | will endeavour to pro-
vide the member opposite with the YMAB report, eith
through a legislative return, through the mailpgrtabling it in
this House — however it's appropriate. | think Veaanswered
his question now — again.

Mr. McRobb: Well, I'm being forced to either drop
this line of questioning, or somehow try to makesseof that
figure — that single figure we were provided. Irdaidn, I'm
struggling to know when to expect the minister tovide the
YMAB report. Just a simple undertaking to proviteloes not
tell us when; it's not helpful. We know it will bgrovided at
some point. My question was, when will it be pre@d@ The
minister has stood up at least twice now and taitedit for
already answering that question, when in fact & hat been
answered.

Will it be tabled this week? Next week? Or on tleal
day of the sitting as is typically the Yukon Pantgty of tabling
documents in this House? We saw it on the final afahe fall
sitting, where important reports were tabled instiouse,
which effectively pushes them past the last Qued#eriod of
the sitting. So it benefits the government to fddg on tabling
reports. It enables it to evade accountability angwering the
questions those very reports might raise among sifpo
members. That is why I’'m going back to this questid when
this report will be tabled.

In terms of this number the minister threw out of
$190,471, is that the estimated revenue from thedafaall the
lots? | highly doubt it. | understand the one loatt was pur-
chased was at least that amount. What about afbtther lots?
That number just doesn’t cut it. The minister wéso aasked
three or four times to provide the number of Ias,he was
asked the cost to the government from developiagghots.

Again, for the minister’s assistance, we're refegrio the
new development on Burns Road right across fromDbe
partment of Environment, which has properties Eared and
surveyed with a paved road in there. This landbesn sitting
up there in this state for quite awhile now withégo® much
activity. The minister and | have had debates leeftrout how
lots are priced. I'm trying to use this examplegain better
insight into how this government arrives at theitgtrices for
these lots and whether these lots are developeal develop-
ment-cost charge basis or if there is built-in ftrallowance or
market rate — whatever. We're also interested malifig out
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the particulars about the costs and revenues sfparticular
project. Yet, the minister doesn’t give any infotioa on that.

Why are we even asking questions in here if itdwsae to
this? It has been very unproductive so far in teahgetting
answers. Surely the minister can give us these ptsnitHe
gave us one number that doesn’t seem to apply ythiaug.
Can he give us the numbers we're looking for? Cagan, the
number of lots — that's number one. Number two, #sé-
mated revenue from the sale of all the lots in #mea. Number
three, the cost to the government of developingeHots.

You know, Mr. Chair, I've been a member in this Ass
bly for about 14 and a half years — | used to baiCbf
Committee of the Whole as a matter of fact — a nmgnio
don't relish — but nevertheless, during that theeel a half
years, | recall a lot of good information being & back and
forth in this Assembly. These questions are faill; these
guestions should be answered, yet we're not gestingnswer
and it begs the question why? What’s the governrhitihg?
In practice, is it open and accountable? This guwvent is a
long, long way from being open and accountable. heéar
grandiose statements like this government is aemudiscal
manager. If it's so prudent, why doesn’t the migisgive us
these numbers so we can analyze this project imstewf
whether it's prudent or not?

If I continue to speak in these terms of statem#rgsgov-
ernment has given versus what actually transpinesthe
ground, I'd be here until the final day of the isitt talking
away, and that is not my intent. | want to retuonthie ques-
tions. The minister knows what they are. | assumetows
the answers. Will he give them to us now?

Hon. Mr. Rouble: Turning our attention to the sup-
plementary budget before us, he will realize theren alloca-
tion under sustainable resources. That's the &@adieals with
land development. The $103,000 reduction in O&M exg-
tures in sustainable resources is attributed tdhereb re-
source-management training funds being removed ftoen
current budget and deferred to the 2011-12 budgetatch the
start date of the employee for lands. Also, theesfarest man-
agement funds under the Champagne and Aishihik Nas
tions abatement and bark-beetle initiative. They laging de-
ferred until 2011-12 to accommodate changes inctiresulta-
tion plan.

The supplementary budget before us does not adtress
issue of industrial lot development. It's not sohiey that is
put forward as a change in our situation here to@agre are a
wide range of government departments responsibighiese
initiatives in addition to the City of Whitehorsedal would
encourage him to continue his discussions also thighMinis-
ter for Community Services.

Mr. Cardiff:
bate today on the supplementary budget, Energyesland
Resources, Vote 53. | would also like to take thpastunity to
thank the officials and employees of Energy, Misesl Re-
sources for the work they do and for the briefingd informa-
tion that they provided on the budgets.

I'm hoping that we can keep this brief. There deaire on
this side of the House to ask other questionsdhtaicontained

in the main estimates, but | do have a couple @stjans re-
garding some things that the minister said in Ipisning state-
ments. He talked about what an active year it ess or the
department; | believe that to be the case. Thesébhan a lot of
exploration activity and mine development. Thers baen lots
of work done in the land-development area, some&wlone in
land planning.

I know there is work going on in the forestry arag,well
— in the development of management plans and Bwtl'd
like to stick with the mineral resources sectioecBuse it's an
active year — the minister talked about the threerating
mines — Minto, Bellekeno and Wolverine — and thegpect
of other mines going through the permitting procdsknow
Carmacks Copper is still looking for some resolutaround
water licence issues. Victoria Gold and Selwyn araeving
through the various processes. As we saw earlierntionth,
we're expected to have a lot of exploration andntistaking
activity throughout the Yukon. | will have anothguestion
about that later. The minister talked about thdlehges it pre-
sents and the opportunities. What I'm looking foonfi the
minister is not so much how the department inteted$urn
those challenges into opportunities, but it's alroeeting those
challenges.

I know in the mains, there is additional money $ome
more people to come on stream. What type of planigrthe
department doing to meet those challenges — theedsed
demands, both on the staff and the resources irEttegy,
Mines and Resources department? So it's human nessand
financial resources — what kind of planning is lgedone to
meet those challenges?

Hon. Mr. Rouble: One of the things we’ll be doing is
ordering more claim tags. That was an issue edHisryear. It
was an issue about a month ago, where we typidallyot see
people purchase thousands of claim tags in the lmiofdwin-
ter.

The member has raised a good question and thah#,is
the department doing to prepare for this busy timbave to
tell members that the folks who work in EM&R argeay pro-
fessional group of people who have become verytedand
enthused. Some of the phrases I've heard are,sélhaee the
kind of times we've been waiting for for years.” @k’s an
excitement about the industry; there’s a real figebf electric-
ity in the air. It has created a very busy timeetiler it has
been a busy time selling claim tags, processingliens, con-
ducting the geoscience work or working on the ictipes, |
have to hand it to folks who have really steppecug met the
challenges that have faced them.

Several of the initiatives that we’re doing on filanning
side would, of course, be planning to purchase rolaien tags.

| am pleased to be able to enter the de4 do have to hand it to the department that wheedawith a

rather unique situation, they immediately put iagal a backup
plan of being able to issue claim numbers so noveerg with-
out. Also, there was very quick work in locatingpet claims or
tags throughout the territory in order to addrées tssue and
some quick work with ordering new tags.

We never actually ran out. There were tags on he/el.
did not have to go to the stage of providing peagithh num-
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bers to use in lieu of a claim post, but that'syatibaling with

There’s a wide range of steps being taken acrészreds

one small area. The management behind the depdrtmasn of government and with a variety of different gaweents to

also been very proactive in this area of ensurraj tve have
people with appropriate training and staffing ire ttifferent
positions and that there is ongoing training anitssilevelop-
ment for people in the Department of Energy, Mines Re-
sources. | know that continual learning and corairgrowth is
an important part of the philosophy in the departime

Indeed, at a recent strategic planning session inelthe
department, they recognized that was a key factdhéir de-
partment. Also, the very fact that they were hawvangtrategic
planning session — sitting down, recognizing theués that
were coming their way and then putting in placeaptive steps
— was an important part in addressing the membposite’s
guestion.

This has been an issue that many people have baéngv
for for some time. People are becoming prepareditfat’s
involving additional training for people. Also, we’ working
with on-the-job resource-management training fokdfu First
Nation candidates. This is a joint program with igye Mines
and Resources and the Public Service Commissiois. grio-
ject is established to provide on-the-job resoumegragement
training for a variety of First Nation candidatexlao provide
candidates with skills so that they may find worithin their
own First Nation governments and other governmentthe
private sector.

We're doing this work in conjunction with the noetin
strategy trust and with the Public Service Comrissiegard-
ing workplace diversity issues. So we're ensurimgf tve have
the appropriate people with the appropriate skillplace and
we're staffing up a variety of levels.

The member commented that in the budget for thisitg
fiscal year, we are seeing an increase of threeshil Ehe client
services and inspection area, which is in resptmslee grow-
ing amount and volume of work that is out thereha terri-
tory. | have faith in the folks that do the complia monitoring
and enforcement. By having the additional people,will be
able to respond to the growing increased worklosdo, |
should add that there are other organizations en@gs that
are increasing staffing levels or ensuring thatythee fully
staffed in preparation for this busy time that wefacing. Yes,
it's resulting in increased opportunities with ieased reve-
nues, and also the folks in the department areorelpg posi-
tively to the work that is ahead of them.

In summary, we're increasing staffing levels; weire
creasing training; we're working with a variety dffferent
organizations. | should add in there the Yukon Mimeaining
Association, which is an industry organization iartpership
with Yukon First Nations that has tapped into therainal
skills and employment program dollars, as well #seore-
sources — for example, from the northern strategyn-erder
to help prepare Yukoners for Yukon opportunitieslsod
Yukon College is looking at expanding its educationl train-
ing areas in the area of mining and industrial pongnt opera-
tion.

prepare for this increased level of activity.

Mr. Cardiff:
good to know. Specifically, the strategic plannegercise that
was happening is certainly a valuable exerciseotthgough to
see where you're at, and where you're going and’&/haeded
to get there. It's always helpful and provides éobit of a vi-
sion and some direction for all of those who arekivg in the
department, and | think that that's a valuable eiger

There was a lot of talk about the Faro mine compdex
the reclamation there, and the liabilities, and #mount of
money that is going to be spent on that projecar assure the
minister that we have some questions around thatwb’ll be
asking those in the main estimates.

I'd like to know what the status is. Bellekeno weénto
commercial production, | believe it was at the begig of the
year, and Wolverine is slated to go into commerpralduction
here very shortly.

I think that we’re all looking forward to seeing atiroyal-
ties come from that. Does the minister know whenrtiyalties
will start to flow to Yukoners from those operatingnes? |
realize this may be a little trickier with the BeEkeno project,
but I'd be interested in knowing what reclamatia@ntls are in
place and some assurance that they're adequate.

Hon. Mr. Rouble: The member opposite asked
question regarding royalties and what level will be receiv-
ing and that is a challenging answer to come up wit the
floor of the Assembly. During the first year of oatons we
can’t, at this stage, predict the total volume of t be pro-
duced.

We also can't predict the total expenses. Roya#iresalso
based on the profit that is achieved, so it is oh#hose things
where we do a review of the financials. Also, as thtage,
without it being into production, providing an estte of the
total amount produced is a challenge — lookingdantifica-
tion from the outside of all of the expenses ofhgointo opera-
tion are a bit of a challenge. As well, examinihg £xploration
credits that are part of the royalty calculatiorai®ther factor
that goes into this.

So with this situation, we will be working very skly
with the proponent, following the royalty processnsure that
they are in compliance with it, that we are reaggvihe appro-
priate information at the appropriate time, andt the are
working with them to identify the appropriate ambohroyal-
ties that are due. For the sake of comparisonrdialties that
have been paid from the Minto mine for 2008 werthimorder
of $1.5 million and then in 2009 were $5.9 million.

Again, there are a number of different factors thilt go
into a calculation of these royalties into the fetuAlso, the
member has asked me a question regarding the penfice
bond. | appreciate that as we're in the supplenmmgritadget,
some of these are a heads-up as to what's comitigidebate
on the mains. That is one of the figures that I'dbave at my
fingertips, but | will ensure that that informatids available
during our discussion on the mains. If there aheioareas that
the member is planning to delve into, for which ight not

| thank the minister for the answer. It's

a
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have information at my fingertips, it would be arefit to find
out what those are, and then if I know in advahcan attempt
to provide the information.

Mr. Cardiff: | thank the minister for his answer. | am
prepared — seeing the time that’s flying by now e-wait and
to receive some of those answers during the michgist like
to say to the minister, however, that drawing a garson be-
tween the royalties that might be due to the Gawemt of
Yukon under that royalty regime is substantiallffedient from
the royalty regime in the agreement that was natgti be-
tween the Selkirk First Nation and the proponetitthe Cap-
stone mine at Minto.

| can assure the minister that, when we do get ih&o
mains, there will be questions in this area. Theitebe ques-
tions around land and land planning, land avaiigbiland
hopefully we’ll have time to fully debate the mainglo have
one last question for him. It wasn’t that long dlgat there was
an order-in-council extending the moratorium orkistg in the
Peel. Last year there was a memorandum that wasacte
public and didn’t come to our attention until latethe year.

It's my understanding that there is another menuuean
from the office of the minister that is grantindieé for as-
sessment work or payment in lieu of that assessmerit for
the claims that are due to expire within the aretéelb known as
the Peel planning area. Can the minister confirat that's
true?

Hon. Mr. Rouble: Mr. Chair, to go back to one of the
member opposite’s first comments, the regulatogyme is the
same whether it's on First Nation land or on Yukand. It's
the same process. The member opposite has alsd geks-

tions regarding thé’>eel Watershed Regional Land Use Plan

and some of the efforts that have taken place deroto allow
us to go through the process of concluding the.pfas, ear-
lier this year, the Government of Yukon issued semsion to
the interim subsurface withdrawal for new mineraksg in
the Peel region for an additional year in ordeptovide that
additional level of certainty during the review pess.

At the same time, in order to recognize the chgksnthat
were faced by those legitimate claimholders, wefputard an
extension of the relief from assessment work thas &lso in
place. There were issues and people on both sfdasadssue.
There were some who did not want to see people ingrin
the land doing the legitimate work that they wdteveed to do
— in fact, required to do under the process to kbep plans
in good standing. Additionally it was recognizeditthe plan-
ning process created an environment that maderyt cleal-
lenging to those legitimate claim owners to raisiligonal
funds in order to keep their claims in good stagdin

We therefore took a very balanced approach inpghis-
ess, prevented additional staking from taking pland also
provided a relief from assessment work to provius tevel of
balance to the legitimate claim holders who wereimksly
facing some challenges due to the situation crdayetie plan-
ning process.

Chair: Is there any further general debate? Seein
none, we will proceed line by line in Vote 53, Ddp#nt of
Energy, Mines and Resources.

Mr. Cardiff: Mr. Chair, | would like to request the
unanimous consent of the Committee to deem alk lcieared
or carried, as required, in Vote 53, DepartmentEakrgy,
Mines and Resources.

Unanimous consent re deeming all lines in Vote 53,
Department of Energy, Mines and Resources, cleared
or carried

Chair: Mr. Cardiff has requested the unanimous con-
sent of Committee of the Whole to deem all lined/ote 53,
Department of Energy, Mines and Resources, clearechr-
ried, as required. Are you agreed?

All Hon. Members:  Agreed.

Chair: Unanimous consent has been granted.

On Operation and Maintenance Expenditures

Total Operation and Maintenance Expenditures under-
expenditurein the amount of $3,573,000 cleared

On Capital Expenditures

Total Capital Expenditures underexpenditure in the
amount of $11,000 cleared

Department of Energy, Mines and Resources agreed to

Chair: Committee of the Whole will now proceed to
Department of Environment. Do members wish a lyeeéss?
All Hon. Members:  Agreed.

Chair: Committee of the Whole will recess for 15
minutes.

Recess

Chair: Order please. Committee of the Whole will

now come to order. The matter before the CommiteBill
No. 23, Third Appropriation Act, 2010-11We will now pro-
ceed with general debate in Vote 52, Departmerirofiron-
ment.

Department of Environment

Hon. Mr. Edzerza: I would like to start by of course
thanking all of the Environment staff for their deation and
hard work involved in dealing with environmentalgs in the
Yukon. The department has worked hard to achiewetter
quality of life for all Yukoners and I'm going toiv@ some
examples of that statement.

We have invested more than $500,000 in recycling an
waste reduction efforts throughout Yukon, includingprove-
ments to community depots and ongoing support fooular
recycling club for kids and the school recyclinggmram. We
are providing financial assistance of more thanO$320 over
two years to Raven Recycling to help it maintaicyoding
services. We hosted the Environment Fair, showgasgirkon-
ers’ environment. There was participation of oveg80D mem-
bers of the public. We are planning for a 2011 Eosrvinent
Fair on May 13 and 14.

Through the federal climate change adaptation prgr
the Yukon government has invested $1.3 million ofair

?/ears, 2008 to 2011, in four projects. We hostex ahnual

Yukon youth forum on climate change, which wasratesl by
young people from several Yukon communities. Wedcated
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several surveys to ensure that we are better absernve the
Yukon public. These included the hunting licencédbp sur-
vey, a hunter effort survey, fisheries survey andligc consul-
tation onWildlife Actamendments.

We have improved our website and increased acodss t
formation for the public. We have also allocatedZP00 for
the coming year to establish a new conservatioitaffser-
vices office in Carmacks. We have been providinyises to
the Carmacks area out of our Whitehorse and Fdicesf and
this additional position will help our efforts tespond to hu-
man-wildlife conflicts and increase conservatiotiicefr ser-
vices.

We have identified and noted 22 sites that areligbn-
taminated and have to be addressed in the yearsne. We
are taking a rational, measured approach, withutigerstand-
ing that we have limited resources and capacitg,that it will
take many years before all the sites can be agssesskreme-
diated.

This Supplementary Estimates No. 2, 2010i41on the
books to show that the Yukon government’s contatethaites
liabilities have gone from $7.6 million on April 2010 to
$12.7 million as of March 31, 2011, an increase®fl mil-
lion.

We have identified four sites that we will work ohnis

We have also developed a harvest management ptan fgear, with the largest being the Klondike Riverhvigy main-

the Porcupine caribou herd in collaboration withsENation
governments, Government of Canada, and other aggendie
completed an associated implementation plan fobessinent
by the eight parties. We are monitoring and enfayaonser-
vation measures for the Porcupine caribou herdcaoraance
with the harvest management plan. We have had eetéald
monitoring of harvests through greater field offiggesence,
along with a mandatory check station to ensureptha’s ob-
jectives are being met.

Work is underway on all 34 actions identified ire @li-

tenance camp at kilometre 65.1 on the DempsterwhghThe
cleanup of the Klondike River camp is an exampl&éaf our
estimates can change in a very short period of.ting origi-
nal estimates called for $600,000 to clean up $itis. There
was further assessment work done over the past gadrwe
have now been advised that the cost to clean uprtzop of
this site is now just over $2 million. The resttbis year’s in-
crease came when new sites, such as the Marwepittan
Whitehorse and other Yukon government highway campse
added to the list. These have increased our limgsilby $5.1

mate Change Action Platincluding several research projects million.

involved in wildlife and water resources. We arenpteting a
water management framework and considering a Y wkater
strategy. We provided funding to support commuiiynate
change adaptation planning in Dawson City, Mayo Wftdte-
horse. We have collaborated with climate changeiaf§ in
the Northwest Territories and Nunavut to develograft pan-
territorial adaptation strategy.

The main items in these Department of Environmeipt s
plementary estimates are an indicator of this gawent’s sig-
nificant commitment to clean up its contaminatddssaround
the territory. These estimates also recognize themment'’s
achievement in obtaining an agreement with Ottawed wvill
see the cleanup of the Marwell tar pit in WhiteleorBhis is the
largest single-source hydrocarbon contaminatedisitéukon
and we estimate that this cleanup will be a 10-yeag project
that will cost almost $7 million. These estimatesvide a ref-
erence point in time to show the Yukon governmeots-
standing financial liability to clean up contamieatsites under
its ownership and control.

These contaminated sites can include highway caangds
airstrips. This is not new money that will be thromto the
Department of Environment’'s yearly programs. Itaisook-
keeping notation that can help us track our pragesswe pro-
ceed with contaminated sites remediation.

This total will move up and down in the coming yeas
work is completed and new locations are addedeathedule.
At this moment in time, we have identified 67 siteoughout
the territory. They do not represent every sitewasbelieve
other properties will be brought to our attentioreotime. Of
these 67, we have determined that up to 15 sieesd@rsignifi-
cantly contaminated and do not need to be remetiateair-
strips being an example of these sites.

Our estimates at the beginning of the year didimdtide
the Marwell tar pit because we were still in distas with the
federal government on cost-sharing.

We now estimate that the liability for this sitejust over
$2 million. We will be managing this project. Thetigities
planned for this year include planning additionssessments
and the YESAA screening and permitting.

With that, Mr. Chair, | will take questions frometlopposi-
tion.

Mr. Elias: Once again, it's a pleasure to rise in the
House to debate Vote 52, Department of Environmetdo
would like to do my traditional thank you to alktepartment
of Environment staff and officials, as well as ttemewable
resources councils throughout our territory, thé&dfuFish and
Wildlife Management Board — all the boards and cattaas
throughout our territory that help to make our eorment a
pristine and well-loved place throughout our temt

I want to begin by raising an issue that | have hat the
minister knows that | have raised before — and'shaith the
report on the Yukon government's performance urbefEn-

vironment Acthat was tabled by the minister on the last day of

the fall 2010 sitting.

The audit committee approved the report on Septe@pe
2010, but it was tabled on the very last day of ldgslative
sitting. | didn't get a chance to actually discuike findings
with the minister. In Vote 52, under the DepartmehEnvi-
ronment, on the second bullet under “The Departaiedbjec-
tive”, it says, “ensuring that all legislative arejulatory initia-
tives intended to safeguard Yukon’s environment aatlral
resources remain relevant through the ongoing eisliof ef-
fective education, monitoring and enforcement paots”.

Thus, my questions to the minister. In the reploat tvas
tabled on the last day of the 2010 fall sittingyuanber of is-
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sues and concerns were raised within that docuthant! be-
lieve deserve some response from the minister. Sufntleem
did include some key points. Some context, firsalbf under

agreed that the Department of Environment is evalgaisk-
based criteria for inspections. The current statiishis first
recommendation is that the responsibility for tifoecement

the Environment Actsection 39 requires that an audit of theof the Environment Actwithin the resource-based sector is

government’s performance under the act be completedy
three years and presented to the Legislative Aslsemb

The last audit was completed June 24, 2008 andatidg
considers government performance in applying thte edft-
ciently and fairly and includes follow-up on thestiaaudit’s
findings. Some of the key points that | pulled ofithe report
on the Yukon government’'s performance under Em&iron-

shared with Energy, Mines and Resources. The Depattof
Energy, Mines and Resources applied a risk-baspaph.

The second recommendation was “Permitting and En-
forcement in the Resource-based Sector”: “Energnes and
Resources should develop an inspection proce$eiresource
development sector that would meet the requiremehthe
Environment Act The management response was that they did

ment Actwas that the Yukon government did not meet its reagree. The inspection process is governed byEtheronment

sponsibilities to apply several key parts of Erevironment Act
efficiently and fairly. As well, it has consistepnthot been able
to act on the recommendations arising from thetausfi the

government’s performance. Of the eight recommeodatthat
have arisen from audits in 2005 and 2008, severaireut-

standing, and I'll just briefly go over some of seo

The auditors raised specific concerns about incetapn-
vironmental reports. There were unused sectiortkeofict and
the act was actually in need of review. There wenesed abili-
ties to designate contaminated sites, there waskadf a risk-
based approach to determine which activities tgpeng and
there were concerns that the act is not being stargly ap-
plied when that responsibility lies with the Depaent of En-
ergy, Mines and Resources for resource sectortslien

It also went on to say that there was an inconsistppli-
cation of storage tank regulations and that theas wncer-
tainty as to the inclusion of conservation priastiin govern-
ment purchasing policies.

It is obvious to me that thenvironment Acts outdated in
some areas and is in need of revision. | was wamgléf the
minister has given his department direction, sime¢abled this
report on the last day of the fall 2010 sittingutalergo a thor-
ough and concise review of tlvironment Acts it pertains
to today’s Yukon and in terms of how it relatesthe Yukon
Environmental Socio-economic Assessment Betause parts

Act operations manual. The current status is tharekponsi-
bility for the enforcement of th&nvironment Actwithin the
resource-based sector is shared with Energy, Mames Re-
sources. The Department of Energy, Mines and Ressuis
responsible for the development of an inspectiatgss.

Recommendation 3 was “Storage Tank Regulationdie"T
Yukon government should develop options to betteniaister
the issuance and monitoring of storage tank pertoitsnsure
that it complies with the Storage Tank Regulatidihe de-
partment agreed. The Department of Environment rgiliew
the existing regulations to determine whether amends are
required and will examine current processes to rensansis-
tent application. The current status — the respmlityi for the
enforcement of th&nvironment Actvithin the resource-based
sector is shared with Energy, Mines and Resources.

The Department of Community Services is responditrie
the issuing of these permits at present. With renendation 4
with the purchasing policies, the Yukon governmehould
take the necessary steps to more visibly or ovelgiyonstrate
compliance. The department agreed; the Yukon govenh
will create a green procurement policy. In May @18, the
Yukon government created a green procurement policy

As you can see, the government is actively workingall
of the recommendations that were given to the desant
through the audit. We also have section 39 offheironment

of the Environment Actmake those sections actually redundantAct regarding reports to the Legislative Assembly. The-

now that that new piece of federal legislation base to pass
in our territory. Again, we're talking about unrésed defi-
ciencies that detract from the principles of effi@y and fair-
ness, and that’s one of the basic premises as yatlvehreport
on the Yukon government’'s performance under Emeiron-
ment Acttakes place as mandated in section 39 of thesmtt. i
So I'll begin by making that opening statement &hdvait for
the response from the minister.

Hon. Mr. Edzerza: The report on the Yukon govern-
ment performance under timvironment Acfor the period of
October 1, 2006 to September 30, 2009 was compleyed
Government Audit Services, Executive Council Offiend
tabled in the Legislature on November 9, 2010.

| can give the member a summary of how the priatitau
recommendations will be addressed by the department

Recommendation 1, under section “151(1) “Inspectién
Regulated Activities”: The Department of Environrheand
Energy, Mines and Resources should formalize a based
approach to inspection coverage.” Of course, theagement

partment of Environment should ensure that it méetdegis-
lative timelines for the Yukon conservation strategd Yukon
state of the environment report. The DepartmenEmfiron-
ment will meet legislated timelines for completisigte of the
environment reports.

The Yukon conservation strategy will be addressed
through Environment Actreview. The current status of the
Yukon conservation strategy: the Department of Emvihent
will remain in default of the requirement to revitbee Yukon
conservation strategy every three years in anticipeof pro-
posed amendments to the act. The Yukon state afrifieon-
ment report: the Department of Environment meegsslated
timelines for completing state of the environmeeparts as
data is available.

Parts 5 and 6 of thEnvironment Actthe Yukon govern-
ment should review th&nvironment Acin light of the sub-
stantial governance changes since 1991. Of cotlreajepart-
ment agrees with that. The current status: in M&@h9, the
Department of Environment commissioned a thirdypart
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evaluation of the impact of legislative and admtiaive

changes on thEnvironment ActThe department has commit-

ted to developing a workplan outlining teeggested steps for
undergoing an official review and revision of thet & the fu-
ture.

With contaminated sites regulations, the Departmant
Environment should review its policy for designgticontami-
nated sites to ensure that it complies with thetamoimated
sites regulations and is meeting the fairnessriwiteand gov-
ernment responsibilities with respect to preventbrenviron-
mental harm and freedom of information. The managgrhas
responded that the proposed amendments to thencioatizzd
sites regulations include the addition of a prodessdentify-
ing sites as being contaminated, revisions to thsigthation
process and changes to the public registry. Theeoustatus as
of now is that the Department of Environment haseda large
amount of work on the records of contaminated siteshe
point where the number of files for contaminatetkssinow
totals around 500. The intention remains to idgrftibm this
large number those sites that warrant designatyotiné minis-
ter or at least warrant disclosure in the publgisey.

In 2006, representatives from the departments ofran-
ment Yukon and Energy, Mines and Resources sigmaenao-
randum of agreement in order to meet the challenfepply-
ing the Environment Aceffectively and fairly in the resource
development sectors.

The two departments are now continuing to work tioge
on these issues. Thank you, Mr. Chair.

Mr. Elias: I'll make this point — I'll believe it when |
see it. But the point is this: the Environment audi since the
entire second mandate of the Yukon Party governmtbet
recommendations in the 2005 audit are still outtiteq | guess
my point is that thig€nvironment Acts in place to ensure that
our lands, our waters and our wildlife remain alttgaenvi-
ronment for future generations. This act is certvgdhe minis-
ter's ministry and it has been ignored — its recandations
have been incomplete from 2005. | asked the miniktee has
given direction to his officials to provide themtvia mandate
to proceed with a thorough and concise review oftnviron-

tions, incomplete from the 2008 recommendationgtiae
151(1), inspection of regulated activities, andlisiegoes on.

It needs to become a little bit more of priority this gov-
ernment to solidify th&environment Acso that we can once
again hold this piece of legislation in our counay leading
edge. But it needs some work, it needs the dinecditd a man-
date specifically given to the department officisdsdo their
due diligence and go through the process of revigwand
bringing ourEnvironment Actip to the expectations of Yukon-
ers and what'’s in legislation today. So, that wstik needs to
be done. The minister didn’t answer the questiotoashether
or not he had provided that leadership on beha¥fukfoners.

I’'m going to move on here. In the minister's openire-
marks, he mentioned the conservation officer wigoing to be
stationed in Carmacks. | think this is a very gabeh. The area
in and around Carmacks and Pelly is going to skx af re-
source extraction and development over the years.

It's good to see that there will be some balanceabse
with resource extraction there’s a lot more peapid that has
an effect on our territory’s wildlife and the hdabf our land
and waters. | think that's a very good idea fott tenservation
officer to be based out of Carmacks. | do have apleo of
questions with regard to that specific commentigdpening
remarks. Is this a full-time permanent positiond amill the
person be staying in the community of Carmacks?

Are they going to have all the necessary suppdivsdzd
to the rest of the territory’s conservation offie¢hat are based
in Dawson, Mayo, Ross River, Watson Lake, Whitebpend
Haines Junction, and so on and so forth? | thirkdkserves a
level of detail in discussion with regard to thtt were to be
a satellite station, | think it would be a muchtbeidea for this
to be a permanent full-time position based in tam@unity of
Carmacks. Could he answer that specific question?

Hon. Mr. Edzerza: | believe the member opposite
may have missed my comment with regard to revieviirg
Environment Act.

| did state that in March 2009, the Department af/iE
ronment commissioned a third-party evaluation & tmpact
of legislative and administrative changes to Emvironment

ment Actbecause back in the day, | remember that thisavas Act | have given the department the direction, arddépart-

leading, cutting-edge piece of legislation in crritory.

| want it to remain so. If there are things that aedun-
dant, if there are things that are outdated anflecve in to-
day's Yukon, then the leadership needs to be peavihd di-
rection needs to be given in order for this formealiew to be-
gin. It's the minister who has the obligation tcegethe public
informed so that Yukoners can be allowed to mortier gov-
ernment’s environmental progress.

It says in theenvironment Acthat the people of the Yukon
have the right to a healthful, natural environméhthe piece
of legislation that is central to the DepartmenE&ofvironment
is in need of some serious attention, then thatton needs to
be given.

Incomplete recommendations in 2005, basically tpday
we speak on the floor of the House, they're stitdmplete.
The conservation strategy, the state of the enmisort report,

ment has committed to developing a workplan outtinthe
suggested steps for undergoing an official revies gevision
of the act in the future.

| also heard the member opposite say that thisrgavent
has not really addressed environmental issues| bed to dif-
fer with that. In fact, | would be so bold as toyghere has
never been any party previous to the Yukon Pagy llas done
as much when it comes to addressing environmessakes in
the Yukon Territory. I've been around for many year poli-
tics, and | think if one were to look back over thistory of
politics in the Yukon, you would find that in thask nine years,
there have been significant accomplishments froenthkon
Party government.

For example, we opened the new $2-million Tombstone
Territorial Park Interpretive Centre; we investen$600,000
in new interpretive trails, parking lot and sitestration pro-

part 5 and 6 of thEnvironment Actcontaminated sites regula- jects around the new Tombstone interpretive ceatré re-
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stored historic buildings in the territorial park dlerschel Is-
land. We renewed a five-year agreement with Hollanaer-

ica, Trondék Hwéch’in and the Yukon governmenptomote
the use of the interpretive program in Tombstonerifbeial

Park. We provided logistical support for the filgiof a major
motion picture in Tombstone Territorial Park, an@ wup-
ported a Vuntut Gwitchin and private sector tourjsint ven-
ture to manage commercial grizzly bear viewinghe Fishing
Branch Ecological Reserve.

We also partnered with the Yukon Wildlife Presefae
the construction of a new animal care facility. Slmcluded
securing $1.9 million in CanNor funding for the jerct. We
have provided $1.8 million over three years toY&on Wild-
life Preserve to help the organization expandritgy@ms.

More than 3,000 people attended Swan Haven andusri
Celebration of Swans events in April 2010, inclgd21 school
groups. About 800 people participated in other kfddsiewing
programs delivered in the summer of 2010, suchkakugling,
mushroom talks, bat night walk and migratory bivérgs. We
established the office of the chief veterinariaptovide advice
and direction to policy regulation and surveillariogpacting
wildlife, domestic animals and public health. Wepensibly
managed harvest activities, including the challeggiand
evolving hunts of elk and bison. We completed thetev tick
management program that began in 2008, with marked
provements found in the Takhini elk herd and somprove-
ments in the Braeburn elk herd. Management projasun-
derway on moose, caribou, marten, bats, grizzly laea se-
lected fish populations. Information gathered inisrthe gov-
ernment’s wildlife management and land use decisidie
have undertaken community-based wildlife plan regieof
wolf management, elk and bison.

This includes work with renewable resources cosraiid
the Yukon Fish and Wildlife Management Board. Wedre
work with First Nations to develop harvest managenstrate-
gies in areas where overall harvest is consideead ar above
sustainable limits of ungulates. We are managimgdeanup
of the Marwell tar pit, the largest hydrocarbon-4zoninated
site in the Yukon. This 10-year-long project witist almost $7
million.

We allocated over $2 million for remediating fousne
taminated sites owned by the Yukon government at gfa
Yukon government’s new approach to managing enwikntal
liabilities. We published the first ev&tatus of Yukon Fisheries
report and thé&ish and Wildlife Branch Highlightseport.

When you put the accomplishments of this Yukon ygav-
ernment up against any previous governments, yba'ble to
determine very quickly that this government hask&drexten-
sively on improving things within the environmenss for the
conservation officer in Carmacks, the answer is s details
are just being finalized for one full-time officptus one part-
time officer, and part of this will also be pantagé administra-
tion staff. All will be based in Carmacks. ThankuyoMr.
Chair.

Mr. Elias: Well, I've been in politics a long time too
and I've watched my politicians — and I'll use mwm com-
munity. | don’t know if | should even go here, lfat this min-
ister to say what this Yukon Party government hesom-
plished in the environment — all this governmerd kado on
several occasions in north Yukon is basically sigrthe dotted
line. I've watched my community elders — my comntyni
people — sacrifice their time since as far back @ remem-
ber to secure the Fishing Branch — N¥'iinlii’'Njik —Habitat
Protection Area. For this minister to get on histfen the floor
of this House and suggest that it was his governriet ac-
complished this is insulting.

| remember when Johnny Abel talked about thismem-
ber when my grandmother used to talk about thismember
when elders who passed on decades ago were tadkiogt
how important the Fishing Branch watershed was egpin-
tected. Yet this minister decides not to give ahthose Yuk-
oners any credit on the floor of this House whateoeand that
goes for Tombstone as well. That goes for the Hbize
Slough; that goes for the Nisutlin River delta, WunKluane,
Ivvavik National Park — and the list goes on.

| was at the majority of those management planpirog-
esses and | was at the land claims table when thatected
areas were being negotiated, and | didn’'t see anwgbrihe ta-
ble from the Yukon Party government.

Maybe the minister would like a little bit of an-depth
history lesson as to how some of these protectealsagot cre-
ated, but I'm not going to be here. I'm just goitagmake that
point, because I'd like the debate to be fruitfulthe House
today. | thank him for his response on the consemafficer
who will be stationed at Carmacks. Again, thank youthe
minister.

In the 2006 state of the environment report, inittterim
report, regarding the national species at risk teatur in the
Yukon that were identified by COSEWIC — back in 800
there were three categories and species that wegesting

We completed boundary delineation work on the Summithat in the Yukon a management plan was imminerd, that

Lake-Bell River protected area in north Yukon. Wevided
expert water quality, hydrology and geotechnicaVieal to
proponents and regulators. We implemented a watfaree-
ment and compliance regime. We took a water adaptato-
ject to develop a water information tool and cortdaiovater
risk assessment and the list goes on.

There’s another three or four pages of achievemitrais
this government has accomplished. | won't read tladinout,
but there is proof — definite proof — if one watdsgo and do
some research on all of the achievements thagthiernment
has accomplished over the last nine years, whielregtensive.

was under the mammals, for the woodland caribouag just
wondering — back then it said it was in progress khaven't
seen an updated version of this. What herd — | ssigthere
are several, but what herd management plan wasoigrgss
there? Under birds, the peregrine falcon, unddonal species
at risk in the Yukon, was also in progress back®96. For
amphibians, there was the western toad that wasagress. |
do see there are some new pictures on the Depdrtoh&mvi-

ronment website that depict the western toad thdbund in
southeastern Yukon. | was just wondering if theistér could
give me an update on those three species at @slath current
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in our territory. What has been done since 2006 ana/hat
stage is the management plan? Are they recogniathgr
management plans — because | just haven't seeeavd lirom
them?

Hon. Mr. Edzerza: Well, I'm kind of pleased that the
Member for Vuntut Gwitchin doesn’t want to go dowmat
slippery slope of trying to remember everythingtthaistori-
cal, because |, too, know of the people he mentipwho were
actually good friends of mine and were in my gr&delass-
room. So it goes back a long ways. If the membeosjpe is
ever fortunate enough to be in government, heseitin under-
stand that government must represent all Yukonass,only
the ones in one’s riding. It's a very big differenc

With regard to the woodland caribou the membegeifsr¢
ring to, the work is nearing completion, and weiverking
with Canada and First Nations on completing thedssith the
woodland caribou. As for the other two, the pemgrialcon
and western toads, we’ll have to get back to thenbes oppo-
site with some information on that, because we tbhave it
with us right at our fingertips at this point imig.

Mr. Elias: The Hon. Minister of Environment just
needs to look irHansardfor the past four and a half years I've
been in here and he can see that | represent Yiskaiigh a lot
of zeal and some enthusiastic devotion to a cadsel or goal
with a tireless diligence in its furtherance. Thenigter of
Education keeps saying that | represent my comstituwith
zeal. Well, | could be the MLA from Timbuktu andI'still
represent those citizens from Timbuktu with somal.Zé/e’ll
move forward.

| have some questions of a bigger scope for théstein |
did bring this up in the Legislative Assembly p@wsly, when
the Premier, | believe, was Environment ministerthat time
— I'm just looking back aHansard— the Premier said that
the Yukon River salmon runs were of concern, eggigcivith
the chinook salmon that come up to the Yukon Risad were
largely under the purview of the Department of Ersés and
Oceans.

Since then, arguments have been made in Ottaws to t
have a look at the pollock fishery that happensithe open
ocean and the by-catch from that pollock fisheryotof those
salmon are destined for spawning areas within thieo¥i tribu-
tary. | was just wondering if the minister could/githe House
an update with regard to — that’s just one isshe, gollock
fishery — just one issue. But if he can give theust an up-
date as to what'’s being done at the national levehsure that
many more chinook salmon get to the spawning grewmdour
Yukon side of the border, I'll leave it at that.&rk are a whole
bunch of other issues with regard to salmon, butbed’ll just
start with the international one of the pollockhfsy.

Hon. Mr. Edzerza: The member opposite always
starts off with something that has to be resporidesbmewnhat,
even though it is going down that negative slopgrag have
to remind the member opposite that he’s not aldrmeitadoing
work — MLAs doing hard work. It has been my obséiomin
this House over the past eight years that all Mdashe very
best they can; that’s your job.

But with regard to the question that the membeedsk-
whether the member knows or doesn't know — it's De
partment of Fisheries and Oceans that does takeakeon the
salmon issue. DFO is working with the governmend &me
salmon committee; all three are working togethdrydo come
up with ways to deal with this issue with the clihsalmon.

The Yukon River chinook salmon is caught as byttatc
the offshore Alaska pollock fisheries, as the memieeited.
The Beaufort Sea and the Aleutian Islands arealaska is
where the majority of Yukon chinook salmon is catuig pol-
lock fisheries. Chinook by-catch in this area isntcolled
through new management rules for the pollock figh&hen
the new rules around by-catch of chinook salmothenBeau-
fort Sea and Aleutian Islands area were draftesl, Yihkon ac-
tively advocated low limits of by-catch through agepresenta-
tives on the Yukon River panel. So the Yukon gowent is
watching this issue and being involved when andreder we
can be.

Mr. Elias: If I can help in any way with national advo-
cacy for healthy watersheds in the territory, I'ostj a phone
call away. With regard to the salmon, salmon amy W@por-
tant to the health of our Yukon watersheds. I'mesuidon’t
have to explain that to the Minister of Environmewho |
know enjoys to fish in different watersheds thromgthnorthern
B.C. and Yukon from time to time.

In this idea of water management, he did menticat th
there’s a water management framework. I'm not #uine said
it was being developed and then, furthermore, thageing to
be a water management strategy. | have a coupasyf ques-
tions to start off with. Is this water managemeranfework
being led by the Department of Environment? Couddgive
me some of the focus areas that are going to beded in a
water management strategy? Is it going to includmsure-
ments of glacial melt, or about spawning groundssédmon of
all the different species? Is it going to includeow depth
monitoring throughout the Yukon? Is it going tolude water
consumption in all of the communities; is it goitayinclude
potable ground water; is it going to include adesivells? Is it
going to include surface drinking water? All thosieds of
things — what is this water management frameworikgado
look like and what are the topic areas under theemwaanage-
ment strategy? Have they gone that far to devélemtyet?

Again, | did raise this question in the Legislatdssembly
to the Environment minister at that time — | beav is now
the Tourism and Culture minister. | believe shal ghis was
under development too. I'm just wondering what etdbis
water management framework is at because, as towe gn,
it's going to get more and more important as oupytation
increases. As the pressure on our water resounmesases
over time, | see that there’s going to be a needifoto take a
serious look at not only consumption, but all thkeo living
things out in the environment.

If the minister can go over in some detail what wWeger
management framework looks like and what the watan-
agement strategy hot topic areas are.

Hon. Mr. Edzerza: With regard to the chinook
salmon, in 2010 there was a poor run of chinooknsealin the
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Yukon River. This was the third time in four yedtat not
enough fish reached the border or the spawningngi®un
Canada. Yukon continues to work through represigetaton
the Yukon River Panel. This panel includes Yukdwe, federal
Department of Fisheries and Oceans and Alaska.

Yukon residents are doing their part to consenie@a
and our partners in Alaska have recognized thatitleed to do
more to meet treaty provisions and conservatiogetar Again,
the Yukon government is monitoring this very clgsahd will
be involved as much as they can be to come up seltitions
or recommendations.

With regard to the water strategy, the managenrantd-
work is completed now and a lot of the details tember op-
posite is seeking will be part of moving on to thater strategy
which is now being developed, so a lot of thoseaitetvill be
worked out under the water strategy that's now gdin be
worked on.

Mr. Elias:
With the water management framework, where are tRe\ee
we at the public consultation stage? When is thHdipu— or
are any documents going to be tabled in the LegislaAs-
sembly?

Hon. Mr. Edzerza: Mr. Chair, for the member oppo-
site, the water management framework was an int&mnd of
an exercise. It will now go to the water strateghjch will be
taken out for public consultation.

Mr. Elias: | would like to know when the timelines are
for those documents to be seeking — or ready teivequblic
input to them. Thank you to the minister for thosgponses.

I guess | can lump these all into a Southern Lakgon
issue. In talking to the people who reside in comitnes like
Carcross and Marsh Lake and Tagish and Mount Laand,
talking to some long-time Yukon harvesters who hnthe
area, there seems to be an issue with regard tievwbeof the
moose population in the Southern Lakes. | mysely&érs ago
used to see a lot of moose tracks. You know whdthlt think
| saw one this summer, hiking with my boys in theumtains
by zones 7-32, 7-31, on both sides of the AnnieeLBkad. In
talking to the residents who live there, there seémbe an
issue with the moose population in that area, ds agegriz-
zlies in the mountains in that general southernorii®outhern
Lakes area.

Obviously, an update on the caribou populatiorhimdrea
— is what we’ve been doing over the last two desaderk-
ing? Is the population going up? You know, peopéeem’t
been seeing wolves either. It's a concern, becaustof these
species are indicative of a healthy ecosystem tlaeyl haven’t
been seen in encouraging numbers. So I'll just $oon that
area and those species right now. | understancathammittee
was created with some renewable resources councitome
membership and representatives from various FiegtoNs to
try to address some of these concerns. So if théstar can
talk about that area of the Yukon, that would beagr Thank
you.

Hon. Mr. Edzerza: With regard to the water strategy,
at the present time it needs a little more workedon it before
it goes to Cabinet for approval. But we're antitipg, within

the next few months, that it will be going to Cadirfor ap-
proval.

With regard to the Southern Lakes area, there kas la
new RRC — renewable resources council — established
Carcross and Southern Lakes Wildlife Coordinatimgn@ittee
that we will work with on this very issue because do realize
the moose population in this area is very low aedds imme-
diate attention — how to deal with this very iss@é.course,
there will probably have to be extensive consutativith the
First Nation in the area to be able to addresskamys of meth-
ods of harvesting and how much harvesting can Ibe @othis
area.

This year we will be doing a Southern Lakes modsdys
and north M’Clintock moose survey also. So we dse going
to be looking at the Southern Lakes grizzly projeett’s going
to be established too.

Mr. Elias: If I heard him correctly — that there is go-

| thank the minister for the response thereing to be some attention placed on some of the rismatic

megafauna”, as | like to call them in the Southeakes area
— and because it is a concern and has been a cofarea

couple of years now. So if moose surveys are orbtiods and
a grizzly bear study is on the books, that's goed/sr That's
good to hear. I'd also like the minister to knowattivith regard
to the Dall sheep population in the area, therestimen some
concerns arising from their populations too. | didget a

chance to actually see or to try to find the sagewith regard
to some of the sheep populations. But in talkingdme of the
float plane businesses and aircraft businessesdnaaound
Whitehorse, they have noticed that the sheep ptipnlat the

end of Fish Lake, on the southwest side of the,lalkas been
totally displaced. | understand that was a popatanf 200

sheep, and they haven’t been there for two yearsné, that’s
pretty serious business when a whole band of sleeafs-

placed from their habitat.

He thinks that they have gone, not one valley ovet two
valleys over to the Ibex Valley on the south endhait range.
As well, on the Annie Lake Road, again putting sa@oecerns
on the table from some people I've been talkingthe, sheep
population — 1 think it’'s in zone 731 — seems toibdarge
decline. People are concerned that they don’t seagh lambs
with the ewes over the last few years. HoweveguJehperson-
ally seen 17 — or 16 full-curl rams — was it thisay? | don't
remember going hunting this year — two years agoyway,
if the minister can — the concern is that Yukonesmnt to
know if the department knows what the cause istlier dis-
placement of those sheep at the end of Fish Lakethe
southwest end, | believe it is.

It's very concerning to a lot of people. Is it ass® Is it ac-
cess with all-terrain vehicles? Is it harvestingtipredation?
Does the minister have any idea why those 150-0tb sheep
plus are not there any more? I'll leave it at that.

Hon. Mr. Edzerza: Maybe one thing | can do is give
the members opposite an insight into the EnvironinYarkon
inventory projects that are going to be worked gnthe de-
partment.

With regard to caribou, we have fall compositiomvey
rut counts with one, Aishihik and Kluane cariboudse 1:2,
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with South Nahanni and Coal River caribou herdsh i3, we
have the Finlayson caribou herd; and 1:4, Ibex @adcross
caribou herds. They're all going to be having sysveone.

We have the distribution telemetry surveys donetlon
Hart River caribou herd, the Chisana caribou hemas and
the Porcupine caribou herd inventory and monitqriadult
cow survival study, calving census, post-calvingtphcensus
support, fall composition survey, rut count, coltEployment
and composition count and body condition study.

With freshwater fish, we have impact assessmermiegu
on fish habitat, Peel watershed fish inventory éistl stock
and habitat assessment. With the carnivores, we treeswolf
inventory and the Southern Lakes grizzly bear mtojender-
way.

With regard to moose, we have the moose habitéatsli
ity pilot project, which is year 4 of four, the Taun moose
survey, in partnership with Selkirk First Nationpuhern
Lakes moose survey, Whitehorse South, north M’Gthktand
Whitehorse north moose survey.

At the present time, the department is activejyng to
establish a meeting between the Kwanlin Dun Fistidsh and
the Ta'an First Nation, to discuss the moose pdjmra within
the vicinity of Whitehorse. We haven’t been suchdsat this
time in arranging a meeting, but as soon as thetietes are
finished with, we will be embarking upon that ASARBcause
the department feels that it's critical that peopte aware of
just how depleted the moose population is withia White-
horse area. We have diversity signs in managenivéathave
the bat monitoring and conservation, impact of alienchange
on snowshoe hare survival, and that’s in cooparatidh the
university research. Ecological monitoring: we héwe territo-
rial ecological monitoring projects, community eugical
monitoring projects. For the species at risk, weehihe gyrfal-
con inventory and monitoring, the bison inventondamoni-
toring, and the wolverine study. For sheep andgjoa¢ have
the coast mountain sheep survey communicationsléigin,
north Richardson mountains sheep survey, Pilot N&on
sheep survey and Kusawa goat survey.

With regard to habitat, we have the wildlife kegamap-
ping; habitat assessment, the Braeburn elk; Foitg baribou
winter range assessment; Dawson land use plannivento-
ries; identification of sheep key areas in the kdbawson re-
gion; validation and possible reclassification aid-cover
maps; validation of fur-bearing models used in ey land
use plans; and improved inventory of wetlands amgsjands
in the Dawson region.

ity and water quality, and he’d have an up-to-datge of the
environment report. What's taking him so long?

One of the areas | didn’t hear the minister menti@s in
2008, there was an Alsek moose survey that was. dttribat
time, there were 806 moose identified in the afdet was of
concern for the population in 2008, and | was woimdgif any
more work was done on the survey results arounddhetuary
near Dalton Post. | understand there’s dual woikgyon be-
tween Parks Canada and the Department of Enviranmen

Again, it's in southern Yukon; again, it's near ighway.
Also the bull/cow ratio during that survey droppdm 64
mature bulls per 100 cows — and the last surveitlaa done
was in 1987 — to 43 mature bulls per 100 cows.

Again, the cow/calf ratio has declined from 37 eal\per
100 cows to 27 calves per 100 cows, and thosestitatiare
from a survey done in 1997 to 2008. So if the ntémigan let
me know if any further work has been done in theta

Hon. Mr. Edzerza: To the best of our knowledge, we
don’t believe there was any more work done aft€d82@But
with regard to the Alsek moose population, the neralbooked
fairly good, but we do not have the particularsttom results of
that survey at our fingertips right now.

Mr. Elias: | guess | would have to request that some
attention be paid to the Alsek moose populatiorit tias been
proven by scientists to be in decline, then thatlsthe more
reason to add it to the moose survey inventory'shgoing
across the territory, because that's another ptpualén south-
ern Yukon that deserves attention. If it's in deeliit should be
watched and monitored very closely.

In April, the Northern Furbearer Conference williheour
capital city. It's going to be hosted for a coupledays, and
this is on the Department of Environment website just
wondering, is this a Department of Environment-suoad
event, or does the minister have any partnersigmNorthern
Furbearer Conference that's upcoming on April 18 &4 of
this year?

Hon. Mr. Edzerza: With regard to the moose count
up in the Alsek area, the department does havevaregional
biologist based out of Haines Junction. As receatytoday,
we met with the chief and a couple of the coungslifrom
Kluane. We did agree that the department would gtouBur-
wash and sit down with the chief and council andeha dis-
cussion around possibilities of doing some workhwégard to
a moose survey, so all of that would have to bekerout
between the department and the Kluane First NaBaom.that
was a request from them today, so we will be logkah that

Southern Lakes habitat mapping; wetlands managemeand will do what we can.

options and strategies; the Pickhandle Lake andshalyar-
rows habitat protected areas initial inventory asgessment;
and the moose habitat resource selection functiodetting
test projects. The department is extremely busyrying to
determine what species are being depleted in difteregions,
along with several other studies that are happeaiiigis time.
Mr. Elias:
the information. All he had to do was maybe addtanhore
information on climate change, some of the primadjcators
of climate change, and some questions with regamirtqual-

With regards to the Northern Furbearer Confererice,
department is taking part in it and is working & ghat takes
place.

Mr. Elias: I guess the reason I'm asking is that we
have many Yukoners who are worried about the stateour
trapping industry is in, in our territory, as comga to our

I thank the minister for that response andnorthern neighbours in Alaska, Northwest Territordad Nun-

avut. | have raised these questions in the Legi®abefore
about revitalizing our trapping economy in our itery. | have
presented solutions about what's going on in thethvest
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Territories and how they support their trappers godrantee
an income before their furs go to market, in thenéa Bay
Cree area, as well as — | believe it was in Alaska.

So I'm wondering: is the minister taking a closelat the
trapping industry in our territory? | understandatthit still
contributes a million dollars annually to our econg and |
don’t know if that still holds true. | don't know there are any
statistics being gathered in watching the trajgctdrfurs being
harvested in our territory or of furs being soldnr our
territory by species.

| won't go through all of the species that arewbd to be
trapped in the territory, but could the ministestjgo over
some of the things he’s doing to help out Yukonmapping
industry?

Hon. Mr. Edzerza: The department does recognize
the importance of the trapping industry. We havd kaveral
meetings with different trappers and with the aigmmn. Dur-
ing the summer of 2010, the Yukon Trappers Assimtiat
opened a new office, following the closure of theffice and
store in 2009 due to fiscal difficulties.

Seeing the time, | move that we report progress.

Chair: It has been moved by the Minister of Environ-
ment that Committee of the Whole report progress.

Motion agreed to

Hon. Ms. Taylor: I move that the Speaker do now re-
sume the Chair.
Chair: It has been moved by Ms. Taylor that the

Speaker do now resume the Chair.
Motion agreed to

Speaker resumes the Chair

Speaker: I now call the House to order. May the
House have a report from Chair of Committee ofWtele?

Chair’s report

Mr. Nordick: Committee of the Whole has
consideredill No. 23, Third Appropriation Act, 2010-1&and
directed me to report progress on it.

Speaker:  You have heard the report from the Chair of
Committee of the Whole. Are you agreed?

All Hon. Members: Agreed.

Speaker: | declare the report carried.

The time being 5:30 p.m., this House now stands
adjourned until 1:00 p.m. tomorrow.

The House adjourned at 5:30 p.m.
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