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Speaker:
proceed at this time with prayers.

Prayers
DAILY ROUTINE

Speaker:  We will proceed at this time with the Order
Paper.

Tributes.

Introduction of visitors.

Returns or documents for tabling.
Are there any reports of committees?
Are there any petitions?

Are there any bills to be introduced?
Are there any notices of motion?

NOTICES OF MOTION

Mr. Nordick:
of the following motion:

THAT this House urges the United States Departnoént

Transportation and the State of Alaska to suppgwtapplica-
tions by the Municipality of Skagway to fund its kan gate-
way port project that will encourage the developmeithe
most efficient modes of transportation by gatheriregght at
coastal seaports, providing barge service to Skagmd truck
service northward to the Yukon from Skagway, ad aglreac-
tivation of freight rail service into the Yukon.

Mr. Elias: I give notice of the following motion:

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon tdda

a progress report on what targets have actually best from
the February 2009 Yuko@limate Change Action Plan

Mr. Fairclough:

dertake a review of the government’s secondaryactadent
travel subsidy.

Speaker:  Are there any further notices of motion?
Hearing none, is there a statement by a minister?
That brings us to Question Period.

QUESTION PERIOD

Question re:  Medical travel

Mr. Mitchell:
cial Services’ predecessor, who now sits on thie f the
House, put a program in place to increase subsidi&&ikon-

ers travelling outside of the territory for medigalrposes. He

did this with time-limited federal funding that keew would
expire. He did this on behalf of this Yukon Partywvgrnment
with no long-term plan in mind. This program co$t0 mil-
lion a year to maintain and now that the federaldfng is
about to stop flowing, this government is scrantplia find a

I will now call the House to order. We will

Mr. Speaker, | rise today to give notice

I give notice of the following motion:
THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon te un

In 2006, the Minister of Health and So-

way to deal with the situation, paying over $300,Q0 con-
sultants to find solutions to a problem that itatesl for itself.

In 2007, the former Health minister described thedital
travel subsidies as being cost effective. Doesthigent Health
minister agree with his colleague, or former cajles, that this
is still the case?

Hon. Mr. Hart: With regard to medical care, as well
as medevacs being handled throughout the Yukas tite re-
quirement of all the territories that we must doassessment
of the medical travel to the south that is providedll north-
erners to ensure we are getting our bang for tlei.Huis also
a requirement from Health Canada.

Mr. Mitchell: Yesterday the Health minister was
quoted as saying, “We don'’t anticipate any chamyedtient
benefits but we expect we may be able to realizénga in
how we do our business." With federal funding abtmutun
out, this statement seems a little unrealisticeAfll, if the
money isn't there to support the program, how ¢enminister
say this won't affect patient benefits?

This is more than just a pothole in the road. Wiy ttiis
government create this program and raise publie&spions
without creating a long-term plan to ensure thatoitild con-
tinue when the federal funding ran out?

Hon. Mr. Hart: We have provided funding, and it has
been extended until 2012 from the federal governmafie are
working very closely with our other sister terrigs on extend-
ing that funding to go into 2014, so that we casuee that
medical travel will continue in all northern ared<Canada.

Mr. Mitchell: Yukoners have come to rely on these
subsidies for medical travel because this YukornyPgovern-
ment decided to start a program that it had no fae& to con-
tinue. Yukoners trusted this government to look fautthem
and this Yukon Party government is once againnigtthem
down. This is just one more example of this goveantis poor
planning — short-sighted visions for long-term dbiajes and
strong on promises but weak on delivery. This goremnt’s
“pathway to prosperity” seems to be full of potlgmland when
the federal funding runs out, the path seems to tieght off a
cliff. How does this government intend to make hjs short-
fall, short of asking the federal government togkéee funding
going?

Hon. Mr. Hart: With regard to medical travel, that
has been a requirement and a provision that has fresided
to all Yukoners for many years in providing serg¢e Yukon-
ers. We were very successful in getting fundingrfrine fed-
eral government to contribute to this process.

This process, | might add, is the same in all tiigs. The
provision is the same in all territories for prawig health care
and providing services similar to those that arailable to all
other southern jurisdictions with regard to heal#ine. For the
member opposite, the potholes are not being patptace, as
he is looking at. We are looking at smoothing tbadrto en-
sure that, with the continuance of working with ather two

jurisdictions to extend our health care to 2014,wilebe able

to provide this most valuable service to all nomtlees and not

just Yukoners.



7654

HANSARD

March 1, 2010

Questionre:  Medical travel
Mr. Fairclough: Let's summarize the situation. A pre-

vious Yukon Party Health minister used a temporfaderal
program to increase the amount of money Yukonemsive for
medical travel. That federal money is now running. dr'he
former minister quit on this Premier and the curmamister is
left trying to figure out how to pay for this pr@gmn. The minis-
ter has now hired some expensive consultants frarmiyeg
to try to find an answer to the problem his forngetleague
created.

A 2008 health care review recommended this goventme

charge a $250 fee to residents who have to trautdide
Yukon for medical services. Is this fee increase hack on
the table?

Hon. Mr. Hart: With regard to medical travel, we are
looking at having these consultants provide us \aithactual
makeup of what our program consists of, where weptavide
some efficiencies, and gain some value wherepbgsible. As
stated, we do not intend to inhibit the serviced th@rovided to
Yukoners who do travel abroad.

Mr. Fairclough:
some bad investments. $36 million of Yukoners’ moisestill
tied up in those investments and we can'’t usd izduld sure
come in handy now to pay for some of the risingltheeare
costs. The Minister of Health and Social Servicegdw pay-
ing Outside consultants to try and get a handltherexpenses.
The medical travel program is under review and rthieister
said yesterday, and | quote: “We don’t anticipaty ehanges
to patient benefits.” That is no comfort to the pleoof the
Yukon.

Will the minister give Yukoners the assurance tthas
government will not be cutting patient benefits?

Hon. Mr. Hart: As | stated previously on a related
guestion to this factor, the Government of Candédaugh the
Health Canada branch, has indicated that we musindas-
sessment and review of our medical travel — not jhe
Yukon but all three territories — to ensure that ave maxi-
mizing the benefit that is being provided undes throgram
from the federal government, and we are doing gqsested.

Mr. Fairclough: Mr. Speaker, this Yukon Party gov-
ernment got some extra money from Ottawa for hezdtie. It
used the money. It used the money to help Yukowéers have
to travel for medical treatment. Now that the fedlenoney is
running out, the Yukon government is left holdirge tbag.
We're concerned that patients are going to endaying more,
Mr. Speaker.

The previous Yukon Party Health minister was hafpy
make announcements about improvements to the pnodrat
there was no long-term plan put in place to payitfofhe cur-
rent minister has hired some consultants to lodkeprogram,
so will the minister commit that Yukoners will nebd up pay-
ing more for health care or having their benefits?dVill he do
that? Yes or no?

Hon. Mr. Hart: As | stated, we are doing a review of
our medical travel system, which has been a reopngne of
Health Canada, with the aspect that we ensure weatan
achieve some effectiveness of the medical travel,ta ensure

A few years ago, the Premier made

that it benefits all Yukoners. We are following dbgh with
that process at the request of the federal govemhmee are
following through in conjunction with our other twerritories
on this very important medical issue that ensunes hot only
Yukoners, but all northerners, have the same adcekgalth
care as our southern jurisdictions.

Question re:  Social housing

Ms. Hanson: During the first few weeks of the sitting
of this Legislature, the minister responsible famusing has
made repeated assertions that the previous NDPriyoeats
did nothing — nada — to address social housing siéedhe
Yukon. | know the minister is a keen history studso I'd like
to remind him that, in reality, the social housiatpck in
Yukon had been allowed to significantly deteriorateler the
previous Yukon Party government. A priority of tN®P was
to re-establish the Yukon Housing Corporation & ftroper
role and renovate the social housing stock to enthat these
units could continue to be available to serve Yuiesidents.

The NDP introduced home-ownership and home-repair
programs. NDP mandate saw a housing strategy anobile-
home strategy that were innovative and far-siglatedl met the
housing needs of seniors and lower income YukoriEnese
reports are readily available to the minister. Whié minister
admit now that he misspoke the actual history ef MDP and
the Yukon Housing Corporation?

Hon. Mr. Kenyon: The member opposite is right on
couple of points there. | would imagine the NDP gmnnent
did want to desperately try to deal with the situatat the time,
but still, the reality is that no units were built not one — and
it was under the NDP government that the Yukon gawent
accepted devolution of the responsibility for sbdiausing
from the federal government back to the Yukon gonemt
with a constantly decreasing percentage which enedigt—
and in an alarmingly short period of time — devolyso to
speak, to zero, giving us the entire responsibility

Being concerned about it is a very good thing,thay still
didn’t build anything and they didn’t really addsethe prob-
lem. The mobile-home solution that the member opppasfers
to unfortunately remained vacant; | live closehattand it re-
mained vacant for many, many years.

Ms. Hanson: The minister may want to look on the
waterfront and look at Closeleigh Manor — in faaty NDP
social housing unit. Let's look at what this govaenmt pro-
fesses are its housing policies and what is agtullhe. Late
into its current mandate, the Yukon Party chosélced ap-
proach to housing. No one argues that seniorsiagtesgparent
families require adequate housing. Backed by hugeukis
funding grants from the federal government, it Ipasvided
some relief. However, it has taken and redefinddradéble
housing to call it “social housing” to prove itasstics. It has
ignored the needs of women who have been abusadtlpro-
ceeding with the women'’s transition homes secoagdestious-
ing unit.

It has fumbled Northern City’s project for hardfiouse
clients back and forth between departments unéldbadline
will soon pass. It has ignored proposals for thedéless; many
of them are youth.

a
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When will this government respond to the seriousdse
for housing the homeless and the hard to house?

Hon. Mr. Kenyon: The member opposite kind of ig-
nores in there the athletes village project, whias before the
major stimulus funding. She also ignores the ireeeaf hous-
ing for students at Yukon College, which was turoser to
Yukon College by this government. At the time astukon
Party government coming into office, there was gnificant
challenge, as members of the Official Oppositiomehsaid,; it
was difficult to take over, given all the mistaldghe past. We
did have an additional challenge in that peopleensctually
moving back and the economy developed. We didn/ettae
U-haul economy of the Liberals — I'd say years, actually it
was months — and as people started to move baok wes an
additional challenge. Again, it was under the NDRowas-
sumed the responsibility for social housing, a temimich is
dictated by the federal government | might addcdttainly
wasn’'t by us. It was at that time that we inheritddthese
problems, including an increase in population.

So we think we’re doing fairly well — a 40-percent
crease, over 101 units added over the last fewsyaad over
$200 million invested. Compared to what the NDP ididheir
years and what the Liberals did in their monthd,day we'’re
doing pretty well.

Ms. Hanson: | remind the minister that social re-
search does tell us that housing first is the fatiod for social
inclusion. It's impossible for someone with no fixaddress
and who doesn’t know where he or she will sleep tight to
look for work or to support a family. The Yukoniisa housing
crisis that has been documented in a dozen repdnile this
government looks away from these real, documentstis
Anyone who is able to find a rental unit has tosdounder a
landlord and tenant act that is archaic and badheied of revi-
sion. But this government won't proceed with theisins.
This government blindly boasts about the mining rboto
come, while at the same time ignores the facthbating is a
fundamental right of Yukoners. Does this governmiente an
actual housing strategy that Yukoners can rely upois hous-
ing just another example of bounding down the Yugathway
directionless?

Hon. Mr. Kenyon: Certainly, an accusation of looking
away from the problem | find absolutely offensivedavery,
very inappropriate and it completely ignores thetfaof the
matter. This government has provided a 40-percamease. It
has invested over $200 million in the last five rged believe,
in terms of housing.

We are continuing to do everything — when you corapa
that to the NDP governments, again, who built aldtet} noth-
ing. Now, again, it was during an NDP governmerzt tthe
Yukon assumed responsibility from the federal gowent. So
if the member opposite is going to provide docuragon, |
wish that she would provide the documentation frehen the
federal government controlled the housing in tlegitory. |
think that's every bit as relevant.

Question re:
Mr. Elias:
ronment minister can’t identify any progress whatsy in

Climate change

implementing the dozens of targets committed tthaYukon
government’sClimate Change Action PlarClimate change is
an important issue for Yukoners and that is whyremy peo-
ple spoke up when this plan was being drafteditjust isn't a
priority for this Yukon Party government. | considee Yukon
Party inaction on achieving the targets on @lienate Change
Action Plan as just another broken promise to Yukoners. Yuk-
oners deserve a progress report.

Will the minister table a progress report and expka
Yukoners what this government has actually accahpll to
combat climate change?

Hon. Mr. Edzerza: | think it is maybe time to give
the opposition a lesson on what climate changdyrésal Cli-
mate change is a change in the average weatherthaten
region experiences. Climate change on a globaksoaludes
changes to temperatures, shifts in wind patterdscaanges in
precipitation.

Between 1950 and 2000, winter temperatures in ¥Yuko
have increased by as much as three and four de@edeiis.
Yukon is experiencing greater precipitation durimigter and
more severe thunderstorms year-round.

The influences of these symptoms of climate chaarge
in part, responsible for some of the negative ingp#dwe Yukon
is experiencing. Some of these impacts are roadadardue to
melting permafrost, animal population changes, atign
changes, floods and record forest fires. Maybewhlahelp the
opposition direct some questions that are morevaelketo cli-
mate change.

Mr. Elias: Mr. Speaker, that was a pretty poor pro-
gress report, and that response was probably téteirbgation
of Charlie Brown’s teacher I've ever heard.

Speaker’s statement
Speaker:  Order please. The honourable member knew
this was coming, | think. We have ruled cartoorerefces out
of order in the past, so just respect that. The bamfor Vun-
tut Gwitchin has the floor.

Mr. Elias: Mr. Speaker, subregional governments
must be leaders in combating climate change, aridgbe
“somewhat leaders”, which is how the Environmennister
described his government’s progress yesterday,otsgood
enough.

The Premier himself said of the climate changeoacti
plan, “It is number one on the priority list,” ahg went on to
say, “We in the Yukon are doing our part to deahwilimate
change.”

I will direct the minister’s attention to page 5 tbie Cli-
mate Change Action Plait has the former Environment min-
ister and the Premier’s signature on it. Respondinglimate
change is the minister’s responsibility, and ittee¢ he deliv-
ered on his responsibilities. The Environment nerisaid he
was a “somewhat leader” yesterday. Can he givenglesiex-
ample of how he has gotten somewhat close to acigig¢hese
targets?

Hon. Mr. Edzerza: I'll refrain from stooping to levels

I have been asking for days and the Envithat aren’t acceptable in this Legislative Assembiyt 70 per-

cent of the overall budget is dedicated to envirental sus-
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tainability. TheClimate Change Action Plafor February 2009

ernment’s version of our net metering initiativies kimply too

commits the Government of Yukon to reduce goverrtmenlittle, too late for many Yukoners. Our bill wastripduced in

greenhouse gas emissions by 20 percent by 201bedome
carbon-neutral by 2020.

Yukon Housing Corporation is building over 120 hiogs
units built to SuperGreen standards, thus redueimgrgy use
and release of greenhouse gases, while addre$gngptising
needs of Yukoners. All government-funded constaiciis to
show leadership in energy and be environmentakygshecerti-
fied.

The YukonSolid Waste Action Plaenhances recycling,
waste reduction and diversion programs. The Yukouoigthg
Corporation and Energy Solutions Centre offer paowg to
help homeowners to become more energy efficient. t&ui-
tory is now over 90 percent powered by clean, rexde en-
ergy.

Mr. Elias: Three days and we're finally slowly getting
somewhere. It seems the Environment minister ingakis
cues from the federal Conservative colleagues.hit 2008
United Nations Climate Change Conference of thdiézaror

the fall of 2007, about three and a half years agthe form of
legislation. Now, after a long wait, all the Yukdtarty has
been able to produce is a draft policy that at best't be fi-
nalized until about four years later. So is thisiy, Mines
and Resources minister satisfied with his goverrtimesp-
proach to make Yukoners wait four years for this?

Hon. Mr. Rouble: Well, the Liberal Party has cer-
tainly demonstrated how they value legislationhis territory.
They did put forward a piece of legislation regagdnet meter-
ing that was very similar to the piece of legiglatithat they
tabled recently, th®isclosure Protection ActWe just heard
from the members opposite yesterday thatDrszlosure Pro-
tection Actis an incomplete piece of legislation that didrétve
public consultation, that had questions in it, #mel same was
true of the piece of legislation that was develoged tabled by
the member opposite previously.

We have taken the issue of energy in the territeny se-
riously. We have responded with an energy stratédg.have

COP14, in Pozrga Poland, his federal colleagues were calledgone to work with our stakeholders and partnerghisissue

“obstructionists”. The next year at COP15 in Copgen,
Denmark, they were deemed the “fossil of the yeawst last
December in Cancun, Mexico, at COP16, the fedeoak€rva-
tives earned the “colossal fossil” title from clitmachange
groups. Now it's March 1, 2011, and it's clear. T¥akon

Party’s response to thelimate Change Action Plas simply

a cop-out. | challenge the Minister of Environmémtdemon-
strate on the floor of this House how he’s meeting of the
targets set out in thélimate Change Action Plan targets.

Hon. Mr. Edzerza: I'll repeat what | mentioned be-
fore on the floor of this Legislative Assemblyhirik the oppo-
sition is having a hard time to really find faulithvthis Yukon
Party government when it comes to working with el
change. When you look back in history, | thinklispeak for
itself. The opposition did absolutely nothing.

The development of an energy strategy for Yukodanu-
ary 2009 was a long-term vision for the responsi#eelop-
ment of energy resources. Our government, togedlitbr its
partners, is currently exploring many renewablergyneop-
tions. The Yukon government, Yukon Energy and Yukiec-
trical Company have developed a draft policy thak @nable
Yukoners who produce electricity from renewabléhtediogies
for their own consumption to connect their poweckbto the
electrical grid. This policy, which is currently alable for the
public to review, will encourage further developmand adopt
many renewable energy sources and promote energpeonam-
tion and greater energy efficiency.

The Yukon net metering policy will enable home ovene
to offset their electrical bills by feeding surplpewer to the
grid.

Question re:  Energy policy
Mr. McRobb:
and Resources minister on the draft net meteringypoe-
leased today. While it's good to see the Yukon yéirtally
getting around to doing something on one aspettteotiberals
vision for the territory, it's disappointing to nosee this gov-

| have questions for the Energy, Mines

and have put forward a draft policy that has beerked on in
conjunction with the energy companies in the teryit We

didn't come forward with half-done, half-baked omlfh

developed legislation. Instead, we went to workhwitikoners.
We put together a draft of the policy; we have taitdvack out
to Yukoners now so that we can get their feedbackye can
get on with the business of managing the territosfectrical
infrastructure in a responsible and reliable way.

Mr. McRobb: The government’s policy version looks
surprisingly similar to our net metering bill, whicefutes any
logical explanation to the Yukon Party’s decisionstall pro-
gress on this initiative for four years. Howevdrere is one
distinct difference between the two: the Liberaidl would
have accommodated up to 500 kilowatts of capadityahny
eligible generator; whereas, the Yukon Party’stdpaficy lim-
its that ability to only 25 kilowatts. While thatight accom-
modate most residential customers, it rules ogfelasolar pro-
jects from retail customers such as big box starets govern-
ment buildings, and likely renders biomass genematco-
nomically unfeasible.

Obviously, the government isn’t too serious abodoesir-
aging the ability of customers to feed electridigck into the
grid for any sizable project.

Why is this Energy minister willing to settle fav Bttle?

Hon. Mr. Rouble: One only has to take a look at the
Energy Strategy for Yukothat was tabled in this Assembly.
The energy strategy was done and demonstratesga fon
ward-looking vision and recognizes there are teadscan use
in the territory to support and encourage respémsidnewable
energy production.

The tools we have for that aspect are the net ingtéype
of policy, where an individual homeowner or busmesuld
produce energy primarily for their own use and tisaipply
their surplus back to the grid. The other parthaft tstrategy is
the independent power production part of it. Thét eome
forward in another policy at a later date.
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We recognize there are opportunities for both ferthe
territory. We certainly want to see an encouragdroérenew-
able, responsible, reliable energy here in thatoeyrand we’ll
work with all Yukoners in order to achieve thesalgo

Mr. McRobb:
this government’s five-percent solution is simpbp tittle, too
late. All members of this Assembly had the oppdtiuback in
the fall of 2007 to do the right thing and pass bilethat was
presented before this House then and on two subsegaca-
sions. But the bill was filibustered each time weught it for-
ward, preventing progress — a lost opportunity. r-tast
years, and only a five-percent solution.

mier’s views on how best to reconcile the ofteredjent chal-

lenges of economic prosperity and environmentaseoration.
Hon. Mr. Fentie: | think the Leader of the Third

Party’'s question is evidence of how that is unfoidin today’s

It's now obvious the four-year wait for Yukon. We have very stringent assessment proceas#se

Yukon, including very independent bodies, like tiMater
Board, which are mandated to ensure that this enanand
environmental balance exists in the Yukon. The @secobvi-
ously works in this matter and in many others archth say
with the greatest of confidence to all Yukonerg tha way we
are approaching economic development and prospéariton-
cert with how we’re approaching protection and ewmation

How many homes have been built in these past fostr | of our pristine wilderness and environment and wddathat

years that could have been designed with greerggm@nera-
tion? Or how many large retail, commercial, smalustrial
and government buildings could have incorporatedl design?
What does this loss translate to in terms of digeegleration
today? Does the Energy minister even know?

Hon. Mr. Rouble:
of legislation again and take another look at il @ee if the
member opposite has any answers to the questiasivire
posed during the debate on that — because there issues.
The legislation that he proposed wasn't well-thdemit, had

areas of concern, required additional consultatind needed

to be looked at in the aspects of how it could éalistically

incorporated into today’s energy infrastructurés ttot an easy

matter, as the members opposite seem to demonstnaiz
daily basis, of simply tabling legislation and hagithat it will
work and hoping that it will meet the needs — asing out
legislation saying this is a starting point.

When legislation comes to the floor of the Assemibilys
expected to be complete. It is expected that wewda on
something and turn it into a law. Unfortunately,.Mbpeaker,
the Liberal Party has a history, growing ever langach day,
of tabling legislation that is incomplete.

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

Hon. Mr. Rouble:
stant comments coming from the Member for —

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

Hon. Mr. Rouble: | rest my case, Mr. Speaker.

Question re: Economic development and the
environment
Ms. Hanson: A news release came across my des

with the headline “Little Salmon Carmacks and S&lKtirst

Nations successful in collaborative bid to ensuista@nable
development in the Yukon.” The release was in efee to the
Yukon Supreme Court decision to uphold the WatearBs

decision to deny a water use licence to the WesBszrpper
project. The First Nation said it was a victory farstainable
development, and it upheld a decision against gorawen

technology and a project that could not guarantemli-away
mine.

| would take it from that, to the First Nations aago-

nomic prosperity they might have received from thiming

project was offset by what they viewed as a sigaift risk to
the environment. | would be interested in knowihg tPre-

means in terms of development today and beyongris posi-
tive for Yukoners. The process certainly is workieyy well
for all parties, investors and for Yukoners.

Ms. Hanson: Yukoners tell me they wonder whether
the boom times we find ourselves in are being meadagth a

Well, let's dust out that old piece view to sustainable development. They see increasiethg

activity and a government that wants to see thestrgt suc-

ceed at all costs, but unwilling to engage in thafig discus-

sion of the public benefits for today and for whika resources
are depleted. They hear announcements about shorttem-

porary workers to fill the labour gap, but no dission about
measures to protect them. They hear we are insi ¢d meet
future energy demands; with a growing populatioreduhere
by promise of jobs, there’s a housing crisis amdirs$ in the
social safety net. More and more demands are pitethe al-

ready strained public service. Meanwhile, land p&nning

proceeds at a snail's pace and the Department dfdiment

is marginalized.

Beyond the platitudes, can this government telvhat the
principles of sustainable development are that eytindls gov-
ernment’s management of the current boom?

Hon. Mr. Fentie: Here we have the NDP once again
making reference to individuals who choose to cdmehe

You know, Mr. Speaker, the con- Yukon and seek gainful employment. The Yukon Pgdy-

ernment actually is very supportive of that concépirther-
more, we have the lowest unemployment rate in thmicy —
three point some percent. All Yukoners who live engmday
cannot fill the job vacancies that exist because¢hef Yukon
Party government’s approach to sustainable econalenvel-
opment. That's what it is all about. We don’t shtire NDP’s
view of sustainable development, nor do we take aajice
from the NDP. Their view of industry and sustaimadevel-
opment is to stop it.

We, the Yukon Party government, believe in develepm
believe in investment, believe in industry and éat we can
do it, on balance, to protect our environment aadurstainable
at the same time. We are demonstrating it. Thalig we have
the lowest unemployment rate in the country.

Ms. Hanson: Yes, and unfortunately the government
will not tell us what those sustainability prinapl are. Under
the NDP, the Yukon was the first jurisdiction inr@ala to cre-
ate a sustainable development round table that dvbtihg
together citizens of diverse backgrounds to reteameview
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and recommend courses of action that fit withinfilaenework
of sustainable development.

Speaker:
Leader that the Speaker do now leave the Chaitltentiouse

Over the years, the Yukon Council on the Economy anresolve into Committee of the Whole. Are you agfeed

the Environment was tasked by successive goverrsmeht
differing political stripes to review legislationithin the lens of
sustainable development, to study issues and répokt with

recommendations — for example, how to use tax tgedi

create economic diversification.

Such a body would be useful today as our small gfattie
world attempts to manage the boom correctly andgbeco-
nomic prosperity with equity and without environnegnand
social ruin. The Yukon Party effectively killed theuncil early
in its mandate. It didn’t want any oversight froitizens on its
development priorities.

Why did the Yukon Party kill the council? Was isfude-
ology or —

Speaker:  Thank you. Minister responsible, please.

Hon. Mr. Fentie: Pretty harsh words — “killing the
council”. | think it's more about the times we’ne versus the
times the NDP lived in. Let's look at the NDP’s apgch to
sustainable development: double-digit unemploymantgxo-
dus of our population — and what was worse thah thavas
our young people and our skilled people leaving téiritory to
go find a job because the NDP sustainable developdidn’t
produce one job; investment of our dollars deditateenergy
development, investments and failed enterprises ddw mills
and oil companies, Mr. Speaker, and the list gagsaad, in
fact, sustainable development by the NDP still show on our
power bill.

That's not the approach the Yukon Party governnterst
taken. We have taken an approach that has resnoltbe low-
est unemployment rate; one of the leaders in thatcp when
it comes to fiscal position; one of the leadershia world, out
of 51 jurisdictions, when it comes to mining invasnt. Mr.
Speaker, look at the diversification: tourism, Brts and cul-
ture, small business, and the list goes on — mamn@mic
engines running in the Yukon Party's sustainabhetigment
initiative. That's the pathway to prosperity, nbetditch the
NDP had us in.

Speaker:
elapsed.

Notice of opposition private members’ business

Ms. Hanson:
would like to identify the item standing in the ramf the
Third Party to be called on Wednesday, March 2,120tLis
Motion No. 1331, standing in the name of the Memfuar
Whitehorse Centre.

Mr. McRobb:
would like to identify the item standing in the narof the Of-
ficial Opposition to be called on Wednesday, Ma2¢l2011. It
is Bill No. 112, standing in the name of the MemferPorter
Creek South.

Hon. Ms. Taylor:
leave the Chair and the House resolve into Comenitifethe
Whole.

The time for Question Period has now

I move that the Speaker do now

Motion agreed to

Speaker leaves the Chair

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE

Chair (Mr. Nordick): Order please. Committee of the
Whole will now come to order. The matter before @ammmit-
tee is Bill No. 24 First Appropriation Act, 2011-12

Do members wish a brief recess?

All Hon. Members: Agreed.

Chair: Committee of the Whole will recess for 15
minutes.

Recess

Chair: Order please. Committee of the Whole will

now come to order.

Bill No. 24: First Appropriation Act, 2011-12

Chair: The matter before the Committee is Bill No.
24, First Appropriation Act, 2011-12

We will now proceed with general debate.

Hon. Mr. Fentie: | am indeed pleased to rise in Com-
mittee to present the introductory remarks for Bitl. 24,First
Appropriation Act, 2011-1,2more commonly referred to as the
2011-12 main estimates.

In short order, | will take this opportunity to few some
of the expenditure highlights of this budget. Hoes\before |
move on to those expenditure highlights, | wishptovide a
few summary observations regarding Yukon’s actirarfcial
position.

Supported by revenues of some $1.105 billion, ttpee-
ditures identified in this budget, the main estiesafor 2011-
12, total $1.089 billion, of which $237.7 millioepresents our
government’s 2011-12 investment in capital — thattmtegic
investment in such things as infrastructure — a881%8 mil-
lion is being dedicated to operation and mainteaambat is an
investment in programs and service delivery to¥bkon pub-
lic.

This is the third consecutive year that the Govemirof

Pursuant to Standing Order 14.2(3), | Yukon’s expenditures have topped the $1-billion knar

The $1-billion threshold as an expenditure leveids sig-
nificant in and of itself. Rather, Mr. Chair, ousramitment to
Yukoners and to fiscal responsibility while mainiaiy this
level of investment on behalf of Yukoners is théesa point.

Pursuant to Standing Order 14.2(3), | Understandably, some will turn their attention twl docus on

the statement of annual surplus as the primancatdr of the
government’s financial performance. Well, certajnlghat
statement provides one financial indicator by whyelar-over-
year results can be measured, but certainly is onk small
part of an actual financial or fiscal position.

So with all things known today and all decisionsdtite
considered, our 2011-12 budget forecasts an arsuiplus of
$38.456 million. This means revenues for the Govermt of

It has been moved by the Government House
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Yukon are greater than expenses for the 2011-T2lfigear.
Further, to explain this another way, not only ig govern-
ment maintaining our net asset base, we are impgavi One
of the objectives for the adoption of full accraatounting was
to improve reporting and understanding of the goremt’'s
financial health — in other words, more clarity, m@penness
and accountability.

This meant a shift from the historical focus on firencial
position in isolation to the current focus on nplki financial
indicators, including net financial position, anhsarplus and
accumulated surplus. So despite the move to fudfuat ac-
counting, the statement of accumulated surplusnoasbeen
consistently considered as a primary measure ofgawern-
ment or our government’s financial health. At solexel, the
reason for this appears clear.

An accumulated surplus includes all tangible chpitsets.
That is, accumulated surplus includes the valusagpftal assets
that cannot be used to pay off liabilities. Thadls important
point when you consider all indicators. However,atumu-
lated surplus is an important factor of financiahlth. It repre-
sents the government’s net economic resources.atbemu-
lated surplus measures our government’'s net ressutmth
financial and physical, that can be used to providare ser-
vices. So our 2011-12 budget forecast has an adatsdusur-
plus for March 31, 2012 of $539.8 million, providira very
significant net asset base from which to providaure pro-
grams and services.

Our government made the shift to full accrual actimg
for the 2004-05 fiscal year. An accumulated surghusthat
year, as at March 31, 2005, was $414.431 millios.nkted,
we are projecting for March 31, 2012 an accumulaegblus
of $539.8 million. This is a very significant inase of ap-
proximately $125 million. | say it with pride — owgovern-
ment has continued to deliver infrastructure, paogrand ser-
vice investments to Yukoners while not only mainitag but
increasing net economic resources. With an accuedilsur-
plus of almost $540 million, the Yukon governmenmidahe
Yukon Territory are well-positioned for the future.

Once again, our government is projecting a posiieefi-
nancial position at year-end. Most other Canadigisdictions
are reporting net debt. This fact alone is sigaific but let me
phrase this in a different way: net debt providesralication
of future revenue requirements for government. Tikatnet
debt provides a measure of the future revenuesresito pay
for the past. The significance of this is reallytgubvious. As
one of the only jurisdictions in Canada not in & debt posi-
tion, it will not be necessary — it will not be ressary, Mr.
Chair — to allocate future revenues to offset ovecooff for
past expenditures. Our government can say unecpllyoge
are paying are we go. Yes, we do have a positivdimancial
resource position to pay for future programs andises, even
for those years where potentially revenues aregredter than
expenses. Now isn’t that the whole point?

As | have said, a net financial resource posit®an im-
portant indicator of our government’s fiscal headthd this
indicator speaks to the future. The 2011-12 maitimases

forecast our net financial resource position t@bhesry healthy
$43.1 million.

I have touched upon three important indicators.yTéue
positive net financial resource position, annuapkis and ac-
cumulated surplus, all pointing to Yukon’'s healtfigcal
framework. Each contributes to our understandingwf gov-
ernment’s financial health. The Public Sector Adtng
Board did not make its recommendations lightly. Bldeption
of accrual accounting was to improve the understandnd
reporting of government’s financial health to thenbfit of the
Legislature, the public and any others who mayniberésted.

The adopted reporting framework means that indiaid
financial indicators should not be considered wlagon. Let
me emphasize: should not be considered in isolattghen
speaking of the government’s financial healths itnnportant to
consider the complete picture. That is sound fisnahage-
ment.

We only need to consider that our government has-ac
mulated surplus, that our government projects aruansur-
plus and that our government forecasts a positétefinancial
position in order to see that the Yukon’s finanees very
strong.

One final comment on our financial health: the betdig
an annual exercise and, understandably, the prifoans is on
the fiscal year for which the budget is tabled. Téality is that
our government is striving to manage the Yukonizafices
over a multi-year horizon.

Our government saves when it is prudent to do so; 0
government makes expenditures and investments \ith&n
necessary. We do this on behalf of Yukoners. Asslawrs,
we need to look beyond the short term and conglueiong
term. Our government has done this to the benéfiloYuk-
oners. We have done this without mortgaging tharéutAs |
have said, our financial health is extremely strddgr history
of significant investments continues with our goweent’s
2011-12 budget, as our strong fiscal framework jgles us the
flexibility to be responsive to emerging prioritiaad opportu-
nities and needs as they are presented to Yukon.

I will move on and provide the Committee with highits
of some of the expenditure initiatives that arde@éd in this
budget. | noted in my earlier comments that thiddai reflects
total expenditures of $1.089 billion, of which alst&238 mil-
lion is directed toward capital investments in i@tggic man-
ner, and $851 million is allocated for operatiord anainte-
nance. Our commitment to fiscal responsibility remastrong
while we continue to invest strategically in thekén and for
the benefit of all Yukoners.

Allow me to highlight some of the more significaimt
vestments that we are making. The demand for laavweldp-
ment is really quite obvious in today’s Yukon. Beled by a
strong and still improving mining sector, Yukon’8 is on
the rise. Not only are there important mining ofierss coming
on stream in the immediate term, following the recstrong
years of record-breaking mineral exploration hereYukon,
there are significant mining properties in develeptmwith
operations targeted for the not-too-distant fut@er govern-
ment is fully aware of this, and rather than beiegctive, we
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are choosing to be proactive, planning and deveppippro-
priate infrastructure to meet these future emerdemands.

The availability of developed land is of concernytiokon-
ers. With the existing demand and the anticipatexteased
demand, our government will continue to ensure l§nawail-
ability of developed land as Yukon’s populationrigases. Our
commitment to land development is indeed significaotal-
ling almost $110 million over the next four yeadd, which
$41.9 million is allocated for fiscal year 2011-12.

Now, | anticipate criticism that our land developthén-
vestments are targeted solely for Whitehorse. Waetleed,
there is a significant investment targeted for sdevelopments
as Whistle Bend. These are in the $50-million ranger the
next four years. However, our planned investmemtsund de-
velopment extend beyond Whitehorse. Looking intteot
communities, we see important developments in Davity,
Mayo and Carmacks — just to highlight a few exarapbdé
where and how our government is committed to irgirep
availability of developed land across Yukon.

Yukon is a large territory connected by an impnessiet-
work of transportation infrastructure. We are irtirgs ap-
proximately $47 million in 2011-12 for transportatirelated
infrastructure — for example, highways, roads, des and
airstrips. There is no doubt that our governmerst had sig-
nificant success in leveraging funding from otheurses
through arrangements such as infrastructure stenélinds,
Shakwak, Building Canada fund and the Canadiartegfia
infrastructure fund, to name but a few. Yukon cargaunt on
these funding sources indefinitely. Our multi-yeéan consid-
ers this and reflects annual increases under #resgortation
envelope starting in 2012-13 to be funded througtkon’s
direct revenue streams — another example of pasnge go.

courage members to refer to the 2011-12 capitaetuand the
multi-year plan for additional details.

Turning to building construction, or vertical consition
— on the major development or major works sides thidget
provides $25.754 million to advance and completermber of
projects of importance to Yukoners. These inclifbitehorse
ambulance stations, some $3.2 million; F.H. Collsehool
replacement, $2.7 million; the Whitehorse CorrewioCentre,
$7.46 million; and a secure assessment centregroé $$3.580
million.

With approximately $7.5 million, this budget refieche
extension by Canada of the affordable housingaitiite, ensur-
ing that reasonable time frames are provided toptet® a
number of projects initiated in prior years. Oupita invest-
ment is not only about new construction. Spurrecbbgerva-
tions by the Auditor General, concerns about detemainte-
nance — sometimes referred to as “infrastructurfecite —
are coming to the forefront. Our government is keeware
that investments in our existing infrastructure aeeessary. In
last year’s budget, we took a significant stepddrassing this
very important issue. Our government identified gtsnmit-
ment to a core investment for building maintenaofc12 mil-
lion. The 2011-12 budget continues with this theand direc-
tion, providing $12.4 million. Now add in anothe2.$ million
for smaller development, and this is almost $13iomlin sup-
port of work that can be readily taken on by oneh& most
important sectors of the Yukon’s economic fabrima#i to
medium sized contractors.

I know I’'m running out of time, and | still havecansider-
able amount of material to present to the Housdetsme just
stop at this point and just quickly recap what bagn pre-
sented. Firstly, what has been presented is thaffiocancial

Management of the Yukon’s fiscal framework over theplanning, this government’s financial planningalkinclusive.

long term requires that choices be made. Our govent is
ahead of the curve by identifying and striving tarpfor and
implement long-term and multi-year expenditure planday.
We recognize that the multi-year plan serves piisnas a
planning tool, representing preliminary figurese¥a are plans
continually under review and adjusted, as necesfargmerg-
ing priorities and trends. Notwithstanding all tipn being
equal, the multi-year plan highlights our governtrennder-
taking to provide stable — let me emphasize — tw/ige sta-
ble and predictable expenditure investments. Oulti+year
commitments are significant and will be supplemeérgkould
outside funding be made available.

Our fiscal framework provides the flexibility torther in-
crease direct Yukon government investment and patetion
infrastructure over time, as necessary.

Moving on to municipal infrastructure, the projecsd
initiatives identified in our 2011-12 budget argrsficant, to-
talling approximately $67 million, of which just ew $50 mil-
lion has been or will be initiated under our parshé with the
federal government through the Building Canada fund

Projects approved by Canada and identified in @212
budget include Dawson City sewage and districtihgatCar-
macks sewage treatment, Carcross water systemdgydRass
River water system upgrades and the Old Crow runian-

We do not fixate on just one indicator. That's veangerous.
Secondly, we have multi-year plans, both fiscaliyg anvest-
ment wise, which is important to ensure that wentan a
clear and dedicated focus to the future. Of coulsa, is also
traveling on the pathway to prosperity. We are raaning a
savings account. We can say unequivocally that megpaying
as we go.

The Yukon government has the necessary fiscal ressu
to finance future government operations. The ohepjuris-
diction in today's Canada that can say that isRhevince of
Alberta. What a remarkable achievement, and aséimee time
reducing taxes to Yukoners and maintaining thretshof a $1
billion plus of investment on behalf of Yukoners.eVétand
ready to go to the public with our fiscal managemmen

Mr. Mitchell:
on the main estimates for 2011-12, | would juse Itk thank
the officials for their hard work in preparing t#2011-12
Yukon government budget, as well as for the brgirthat
were provided. We do appreciate the effort theci@fs make
in briefing us on the budget, as well as in the &#apent of
Finance.

This budget lays out expectations for government ex
penses, revenues and how these ultimately willcaffae
Yukon’s bottom line and financial position. As tlemier

Once again, in starting general debate
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says, it's a budget that must be considered ingthater con-
text of all things, including how the Premier hasnaged
Yukoners’ money in the past.

It must also be considered in light of how accueatd in-
accurate the Premier has been — how he has beeerpto be
when it comes to past budgets. This budget musaiobr be
recognized for its timing. This is the last budgbg last main
estimates that the Premier will deliver before gadio the polls
to fight for his job. That does make this an etattbudget. So,
my questions for the Premier about this budgetélbased on
this context.

revenue — the taxes and general revenues in thase esti-
mates — it totals $123.1 million. That's our owniste reve-
nue out of this billion-dollar budget. Out of $hillion in total
revenue, it's $123 million — or about 11 percentthat is ac-
tually a result of taxes and general revenues fyarkon. The
rest is third party recoveries, recoveries from &kmnand trans-
fers from Canada.

So, the lion’s share of what's happening hereilkscm-
ing from elsewhere and the Premier is no doubtgéanstand
on his feet and say, “Well, the Liberals say we'tideserve
this funding.” That is not what we are saying dt @hat we

How has he managed Yukoners’ money in the past? Hoare saying is that, yes, there is a large incréaganuch of it is

accurate have his budgets been, and what is heyttgi con-
vince Yukoners of with this budget?

Now the Premier in his opening remarks had quiliat ¢o
say. Of course he laid out the numbers — a budy&t. ©89
billion, $851.86 million in O&M and $237.7 milliom capital
expenditures. The Premier also stated today tlstatement of
annual surplus and deficit is not the be-all and-alh — to
summarize what he was saying. He suggested thathweld
focus more on the accumulated surplus positionteferred to
a $125-million increase in accumulated surplus quotgd at
year-end. It leads to some interesting thoughts. éxample,
was the Yukon in fact — if we were to restate tlaryend
positions to reflect a system of accrual accountisgve now
have in place — in an accumulated surplus or deficsition
under the predecessor governments, Liberal or NO#?Pre-
mier talks about this as if he has just accomptishleof this in
his nine years at the helm.

The answer, of course, is that when the Premidr tdo
fice, Yukon would have been in an accumulated swsriplosi-
tion, if we were going to look at all the assetsrokon, all the
buildings, which were not at that point statedhattsame man-
ner.

I think we should point out that it's the Premiembkelf
who hung his hat so firmly on the hook of runnimmaal sur-
pluses. It's this Premier who, every year in hisldgret speech,
has said, “Once again, we are tabling a surplusggéutit It
wasn’t the opposition that said you had to do sayas the
Premier who said this is the seventh annual, ghithé eighth
annual, this is the ninth annual surplus budget.

Now he’s saying — now that he has failed to deliberse
surpluses for two years in succession — “Don’t lomker
there.” It's like a magician — “Don't look at whtte left hand
is doing. Look over here.” Now what matters is #tzumu-
lated surplus. That's what’s really important, ntivat he has
run two successive annual deficits.

This is a Premier who, when he was in oppositioigdc
out to anyone who would listen about the unsushdiita of
the spending trajectory — those were favourite wartlhis —
of the government of the day.

Now he says we have doubled the fiscal capacityll, We
what has happened certainly is a combination — Useraf
devolution, which gave us responsibility for adafital areas
and additional personnel, and also as a resutiaséasing fed-
eral transfers and as a result of one-time stimfuinding. Yes,
we have a lot more revenue. If you look at the ®weuorce

coming from Canada or in the form of the Shakwabgpam
from the United States. It is not revenue that veegenerating
all here at home.

This budget promises many things. For one thingratn-
ises it will cost less to run the government thadid last year.
When | say that, I'm referring to these main estesaof O&M
at $851.9 million. That totals $10 million less thahat we've
spent to date this year when you include the supghtary
budgets, and we've had two of them. Now, this estémalso
stands in the face of every other year under thioMuParty in
which O&M has gone up throughout the year again again
in the supplementary budgets. This election budf#te Pre-
mier wants us to believe that this is the full exglitures for the
year — of course both the Premier and | know thats the
case, but he says it will cost less to run the guwent this
year than what it has cost to date last year. Atingrto this
budget, if we look at what has been spent to daseyear, in-
cluding the supplementary budgets, the main estisnate to
spend less in Community Services, Economic Devetopgm
Energy, Mines and Resources, Environment, Juslioarism
and Culture, Executive Council Office and the Woraddirec-
torate than we have already spent this year, iimgudupple-
mentary budgets.

So does the Premier expect that we will spendifetizese
departments, or is he in fact expecting that theliebe signifi-
cant additional spending during the course of yiar via sup-
plementary budgets?

Hon. Mr. Fentie: First, I'm going to take a moment to
get my head wrapped around this. This Leader ofLiberal
Party has just stated that operation and maintenagoing
down. | don't know how he gets that. The budgetutoent
clearly shows that from 2010-11 through to 2014ih®& net
operation and maintenance expenditures continuestalate.
In fact, we have, in our fiscal planning, builtan escalator on
operation and maintenance. The only way that Ificame this
out is that the Liberal leader believes we shoolctioue to pay
for one-time expenditures. In other words, buy piekup in
one year and keep paying for it in the next yead the next
year, and the next year, or continue to pay one-txpenses
such as collective bargaining agreement obligations

By the way, all from the point in time that the leative
bargaining agreement was reached is built into fieeal
framework. So this is not a scenario of strongdismanage-
ment by the Liberal leader because he doesn’t emeerstand
what it is he’s talking about. Fact of the matteithere is an
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escalator built into the operation and maintenaneestments
for Yukon, for the delivery of programs and sersgicand that
escalator is built in within the confines of whaitraestimated
increase in revenues will be going forward. It'#lexh “pay as
you go”.

The Liberal leader takes issue with the percentdggant
versus own-source revenues. Well, let’s just far@nent look
back to the last Liberal budget, 2001-02. The to&lenue
grant and all-inclusive was $503 million — 69 pericef $503
million was federal grant. Now let's fast forward today’s
Yukon. Total revenue is $1.105.271 billion, of whionly
$700-plus million is federal grant, so only 64 marcin today’s
Yukon is federal grant out of a billion dollars.

That is clear evidence, by anybody’s applicatioranth-
metic, that the Yukon is faring quite well, espdlgian terms of
the percentage of own-source revenue versus fegienad.

The member also comments on such things as surplus,

deficit, and on and on. Let me go from 2003 — fin&t f¥ukon

Party budget — to 2010. All inclusive, the Yukonrtyagov-

ernment has invested $129.427 million less thanr¢wenues
taken in. What in the world is the Liberal leadalking about?
That's why we have such a healthy financial positi/e have
invested $129.427 million less than we have takethiough
the nine budgets the Yukon Party government hastnaried
and tabled — so much for that argument.

Let me continue on with the factual elements of fikeal
position of Yukon — not the Liberal view of thed& position
of Yukon, the factual fiscal position.

In moving on, these investments are strategic, @stéd.
The Department of Highways and Public Works andoErty
Management division continue to work with all ddpgents to
identify maintenance priorities and immediate dalables to
ensure budgeted work will be completed work. Indiisl min-
isters will be more than pleased to address speissues dur-
ing general debate and, of course, departmentol§rline de-
bate.

Following the 2010-11 and 2009-10 capital budgefts
$263.5 million and $240.6 million respectively, ooapital
budget for 2011-12 provides $237.7 million of capinvest-
ment. Now, critics may observe that our capitaldrids de-
creasing. Well, certainly, the government’s direapital in-
vestment is less, no doubt about it — is less k1212 than
for the two years prior. This demonstrates the whmint. In
managing Yukon'’s fiscal framework over a multi-ydarizon,
we save when we can. Mr. Chair, we save when weandrwe
make expenditures and investments when we needhe.
world experienced a very significant global econordown-
turn over the past two years.

| recall how the Liberal leader berated the Yukaarty
government for doing nothing during that time. Wehere
goes that argument also, considering the evide@ce. gov-
ernment did respond. We stepped up to significaimityease
our capital investment over those two years. Weeiased our
investment in the Yukon economy, supporting Yuksnand
providing much-needed work for Yukoners. In otherds, we
did stimulate the Yukon economy to better manage veay
through a global economic meltdown. As we see si@nm-

provement in the global economy, we see increasgitat
investment from the private sector. Isn’t that afieche funda-
mental principles of an economy — growing investtadrom

the private sector? We see an ever-improving bel@etween
public and private sector investment. | think tisisjuite criti-

cal. Let’s just look at a quick example of approations. The
Yukon government has tabled $1-billion-plus bud@ste sec-
tor of our economy is estimated or projected toirbesting
somewhere upwards to $800 million. This is the pointhat
ever-improving balance between public and privaeta in-
vestment. That's the Yukon Party’'s view of devehgpian
economy and a quality of life and a positive inugestit climate
and a great place to live. We are very proud of axhieve-
ments and do not hesitate to say so on the capdal of the
ledger. It's part of what government did to helpkgno through
a difficult global time.

We are no less proud of what we've accomplishedi®n
livering programs and services to Yukoners by whpwr in-

vestments. Critics have suggested that we haves\aathiour
projected annual surplus and our positive net firerposition
through cuts. | think that's what the Liberal lead@s disguis-
ing in his comments, that there were cuts. Let ssu@ you,
Mr. Chair, that outside and beyond all the spectaand all
the rhetoric, this is not the case.

In fact, on a mains-to-mains basis, comparing appdbe
apples and oranges to oranges and, in this ca$6; PDmains
to 2011-12 mains, over $50 million of O&M has béevested
in support of ongoing programs and services. $5lliomiis
significant.

This $50 million is clear representation and evigethat
show there are not cuts. | think we have to geit arlore seri-
ous in our debate, especially if the oppositionpwahne soon to
head to the polls, is going to be able to havetangtof sub-
stance to offer to the Yukon public.

Our investment in the Department of Health and &oci
Services is just one example. The 2011-12 budgeesents a

omains-to-mains increase of almost 14 percent, ahdpurse,

the Liberal leader is implying cuts. There has baernncrease
to health care alone — one department — of 14 perdde

see significant budget increases for social asgistgphysician
and hospital claims, just to highlight our respomserecent
trends in a few of the areas related to the pronisif essential
health care and social services.

Our critics will look to the 2010-11 forecast Supplemen-
tary Estimates No. 2, 2011-1Z&And compare the 2011-12
mains, and claim there must be cuts. The 2011-lidsrere
lower than the 2010-11 overall projections, suppetaries
included. | can hear it now; how can the Yukon YPagend
less in 2011-12 than the forecasts for 2010-11owitltuts?

While most do understand project specific, one-tonéhe
time limited nature of capital expenditures, I'ntlined to be-
lieve that it is not understood that this can andsdapply to
operation and maintenance as well. Individual nimgswill be
pleased to discuss this in detail during generbhtie but allow
me to at least provide some examples.

Work related to type 2 mine sites — annually thigreate
is provided based on the workplan recommended mada
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We will see a decrease of approximately $6.6 nmilfimm the
2010-11 forecast. | spoke at some length regardimggov-
ernment’s approach to budgeting —

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

Hon. Mr. Fentie:
Gwitchin suggest, “Yeah.” Well, just for the Memter Vun-
tut Gwitchin’s information and to help the Liberaong, type
2 mine sites are a responsibility of the federalegpment, not
the Yukon government. The flow is through our goveent
because we manage, on behalf of the federal gowirthe
work ongoing at type 2 mine sites, so if the Litketzelieve in
this fantasy that there are cuts, then the Libdreleve that we
are responsible for the cost of type 2 mine si@sod luck
explaining that to the Yukon public.

| just heard the Member for Vuntut

the 2011-12 budget provides more than $50 milliostupport
of ongoing programs and services. These are net rout are
they reductions. Critics will also argue that theirgys in the
annual surplus calculation for 2009-10, 2010-1lidaie that
our budget is unreliable. Well, it's quite the opjte. It should
come as no surprise that we don’t agree with theials or the
NDP on fiscal management. The Yukon Party goverrneen
entirely reliable and is making the appropriate aaduired
choices on behalf of the Yukon taxpaying publicr ®udgets
are based on the best information available attithe when
they are prepared.

The budget represents our forecast at a pointria hased
on all information available. As we are all awarew priorities
do emerge; in some cases, emergencies need todbesseld,

| spoke at some length regarding our governmerp's a and market and economic conditions do change. Lycki

proach to budgeting, estimating and recording emvirental
liabilities in second reading of Bill No. 23hird Appropriation

Yukon Party government fiscal management has atetite
fiscal strength and savings for us to be able treas these

Act, 2010-11 Consistent with the described approach, envivariances and changes. Government is not statigll itespond

ronmental liabilities is budgeted as $1 for 2011vildile for
2010-11, $5.116 million is booked, or expensed —edtimate
the estimate — to estimate our known liabilitieheT2011-12
mains represents an obvious change of $5.116 mifimm the
2010-11 forecast. Surely, the opposition membethisfHouse
are not suggesting that an as-yet-unknown liakiléyexpensed
through the 2011-12 budget. Or are they suggestiag we
should rebook, once again, $5.116 million of kndiabilities
from the prior year, compounding the liabilitiestbe cost of
liabilities on Yukoners shoulders? That's calledbral fiscal
management”. Good luck explaining that to the Yukablic. |
am waiting with bated breath to hear that explamati

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

Hon. Mr. Fentie: “All in good time,” the Member for
Vuntut Gwitchin says. Yes, in a few short monthsy'if have
that golden opportunity to explain it all to thebfia.

Pension solvency for Yukon College and the Yukors-Ho

pital Corporation — these are expenditures that arether
example of one-time in nature, based on a revisausipn
evaluation. The 2010-11 forecast totals approxiipatd.25
million; current information indicates that zerolldes will be
required for 2011-12. This is a change of just dimillion
— $250,000 for 2010-11 forecast.

Are the Liberals suggesting that there are cutsalmee we
should have compounded this liability or investmetdo?
That's what they call “fiscal management”? Goodklegplain-
ing that to the Yukon public.

These are just three examples where one-time fgnolin
one-time limited funding provided in 2010-11 exgilend does
not carry through to 2011-12. Therefore, Yukon Ydigcal

management — we do not compound the expenses ton¥uk

ers, encumbering or burdening the Yukon taxpayetfi#dbili-
ties that do not exist. That is our fiscal managameé&he Lib-
erals can explain why they would encumber Yukorpagers
with further liabilities that do not exist at thisne. Good luck
explaining that to Yukoners.

Now, there are numerous additional examples. Uafort

nately, critics have made sweeping statements abwginary
cuts. As | have indicated previously on a mainsa@ins basis,

as required to meet these challenges. In doingt $s,likely
that there will be variances or an alteration & tiscal frame-
work. That is called “budgeting”.

As | have said, our government has a healthy fiseahe-
work that allows us to be responsive and flexibl@addressing
the various challenges that Yukoners face. Chaimgéise fi-
nancial indicators reported from budget to year-ewtuals
reflect the impact of our decisions and/or choicHsis does
not mean that budget forecasts are unreliable. ditfierence
between budget and year-end actuals reflects thizash that
are required throughout the year. The Yukon Pastyeghment
has made choices; it has made decisions.

We would certainly like to hear from the oppositiohat
choices and decisions they will make — or wouldéhmade.

Going on — to not make these choices or decisiomgdv
be to not fulfill our obligations to Yukoners, agare required
to, being the government of this territory. So thekon Party
government is very conscious of fulfilling our ajdtions.

Obviously, the Liberals and the NDP place obligagio
secondary when it comes to the Yukon public andpthielic
interest. They would have us table a budget, sk laad let the
chips fall where they may. Well, this is not oupegach at all.
Government makes decisions every day, many of wtécimot
be anticipated at any given time in budgets or rwitse. As
these choices are made, we are continually revigtia fiscal
framework and making the appropriate adjustmentsat’s
why we have a Department of Finance. That's whyettere
financial people throughout the corporate structfrgovern-
ment. That's why we present our books to the Audieneral,
and the list goes on. In 2011-12, this will be riffedent.
Choices will be made and our government will bedhat-
countable to the Yukon public through future suppetary
budgets tabled, as required, and indeed througipubéc ac-
counts.

This is the fiscal framework, with more to come,yéan
sure, during general debate of the Yukon — thea&hdiscal
framework. It is the Yukon Party government’s fis@@ame-
work that we have created since coming into offic@002. It
certainly is a far more positive fiscal positiomthwe inherited
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upon coming into office from previous NDP and Lidegov-
ernments. In fact, it is similar to night and day.

Mr. Mitchell: We'll ignore all the exaggerated incre-
dulity and the condescending tone that the Preimiegs to
debate in this House, and we’ll just try to dealhvdome of the
issues, because Yukoners are really tired of itg&md luck to
the Premier in explaining that to Yukoners and \Wbypersists
in that attitude in this House. Running up the dgfbugh
Crown corporations — good luck explaining that, remier
— as to why the government not only spends moreemtiman
it takes in, but then it borrows yet more againotigh the
Crown corporations. It was interesting when theniee was
making comparisons of the percentage of own-soteeenue
in his budget versus what comes from Canada.

He likes to explain it two different ways. Whenkialy
about the expenditures in O&M and in capital, hgsshat we
are spending $851.8 million on O&M and we are spend
$230 million and some odd in capital, and we arensging
$1.089 billion. Then he says only $745 million isndng in
transfers from Canada. Well, you also have to ohelthe re-
coveries of $142 million from Canada and the tipedty re-
coveries of $94.6 million. If you are going to tadlbout the
percentage that we are personally responsibldéHat,we have
generated in Yukon, you can't leave those out enahe side
of the equation while talking about them on theeoth

As far as the Premier's comments about increagiend-
ing during hard times, asking us whether we weraravof a
worldwide global downturn, they are kind of ironikt the be-
ginning, when we asked the Premier questions tieaes ago
about that downturn, he said it wasn't going teeefffus here.
Now he says we had to spend all of that money hatistwhy
we used the savings account during hard times.

Well, that would make sense if it wasn't for a claupf
things. One is that we actually received recorddfiug from
Canada during those hard times. We received mdlemd mil-
lions of dollars — tens and tens and tens and &edstens of
millions of additional dollars in one-time infragtture money
— the money that went into Mayo B, money that camterms
of funding for affordable housing. Tens and tensnifions of
dollars of one-time money, and yet the Premiefr stilnaged to
spend down the savings account despite all thaa duhding
that was coming in to address the issue.

The ultimate irony is that the Premier is talkirgpat how
we had to spend all that money and spend down dhiegs
account — and in a few years we spent it down &5 mil-
lion to $18.1 million projected at the end of therent year —
the year that ends on the®3df this month. Yet this is during
the time when the private sector was already ifrvgshillions
and millions of additional money in the mining se¢cto which
the Premier refers on a very frequent basis. TheenRr was
trying to stimulate the economy while it was adiydleing
stimulated by the private sector. You know, silkigra 40 year
or so high today. I think it was $32 an ounce. Mamber for
Vuntut Gwitchin is saying there’s going to be assilrush —
he says in Dawson. We already know there’s onéaénktieno
district.

But gold is at record prices, silver is at recoritgs, base
metals are at record prices, and yet the Premidrvea had to
spend down the savings account to stimulate thenceng.
While he was doing that, was his government plagnfiar the
needed infrastructure in terms of housing which basome
unaffordable — not just for homeless people? Weeustdnd
that homeless people and people who are withowst jobpeo-
ple who are having to live supported by social siasce, are
going to have a very difficult time with housingytbpeople
with jobs are finding it very difficult to afforddusing — be it
rental or purchasing housing — because the goverhhasn’t
planned for the upturn with the right hand thatytixere busy
describing with the left. So it's interesting thidte Premier
leaves out one portion of the equation when he ribesc
things, and focuses always on something else.

And, yes, under this Premier, we do question thienaes
because O&M always exceeds the increased estimaass.
year in his main estimates, he told Yukoners it aost $812
million to run the government, but it wound up Gogt$861
million. It was $50 million more than was originabudgeted
for. The Premier says these are simply decisiondenaring
the course of the year. Well, we're suggesting|hedve to
make a lot more of those decisions — at least uijp thve elec-
tion — in the course of the current year.

It's interesting how the Premier has changed hig télere
are some comments the Premier made on Februar02®,
when he was a member of the NDP, in his budgey igpdech.
The Premier talked about another example of thesgouent
he was serving then, made to the Yukon public, lagdote:
“...upon taking office, of budgeting in a pay-as-ygo-man-
ner, of budgets that take the sustainable, stgidading ap-
proach and do not contribute to the boom-and-bysles that
this territory has faced for so long.” Those were Premier’s
words, budgeting in a pay-as-you-go manner, budbetstake
the sustainable, stable spending approach. Whaiehap to
that Premier? Excuse me, he was sitting on the Heahes
then. His views changed. What else did he say?

Well, he said, “On the other hand, the Yukon Parbyld
have us back in the Dark Ages, focused on one settour
economy — mining — and spending all the capitalatslin
road building, when there are so many other fagktair econ-
omy that are contributing to the turnaround thatare experi-
encing today.”

My goodness, the Premier was bashing the miningsing
when he sat in the backbenches of the former gavenn I'll
bet he doesn’t bring those words down to the Ropridw/an-
couver when he talks about speaking two diffenarihs.

Well, there’s one thing that was consistent: evenaa
backbencher, he was chiding the opposition paftevoting
against expenditures, but mind you the Premier’tgpend a
lot of time in opposition. He was very adept at piog back
and forth.

Now, what else did the Premier say? Oh, this isething
he said about the Yukon Party. He said, quote: “Yi&on
Party government’s approach was that there wasngthey
could do and it was a federal problem — absolutalthing.
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Under their watch there was a moratorium, a logsl$ and a
complete closure of the industry.”

What industry was the Premier talking about? He tals
ing about the forestry industry. He said that uniher Yukon
Party it wasn’t doing anything. What has the faneghdustry
done? What has he accomplished for that industnjria years
as Leader of the Yukon Party? That's an interegjingstion.

| could go on, but I think the Premier gets thenpoHe did
talk about tax increases too. He said | shouldrgoaad | want
to be obliging. He said that “the Leader of the ¥nlParty, the
former leader of the Official Opposition and formeader of
the government, makes much about budgeting. Letk lat
one of the Yukon Party budgets, 1993-94, and ondhef
Yukon Party’s approaches to raising revenues is tiiritory
for the purpose of expenditures through budgetifitat had
the most obscene tax increases ever withessedsinethitory
— increase in income taxes, increase in generglocate rate,
increase in small business corporate rate, increadeel oil
tax, tobacco, increase across the board, on and@henYukon
Party’s approach to budgeting was to take moneyobituk-
oners’ pockets and spend that.”

Well, it's interesting, Mr. Chair: | only quote tHeremier
because he likes to quote governments that have die®st a
decade out of office, of which no members who étteng on
the floor of the House today were part. | thoughitduld re-
mind him of the previous Yukon Party governmenncesi he
enjoys those history lessons.

noted by, in brackets, ‘a’, $2,907,000 surplus. Miyeu also
notice that, going forward, as you continue on with budget
— and this is to ensure that we’re inclusive onnaditters that
must be accounted for, we show a net financialuesoposi-
tion at end of year of over $40 million.”

So the Premier predicted last year, in the springt we
would have a net financial resource position atehd of this
month, March 31, 2011, of over $40 million. Now isepre-
dicting $18.1 million, and perhaps next fall, ietijovernment
were to table a supplementary budget prior to antiein — if
we actually get to then — we’ll see yet anotheufeg and it
will no doubt be less than the $18.1 million. Aftl, just last
fall, a few months ago, instead of $18.1 milliortte first sup-
plementary budget, the Premier was predicting shimgtyuite
a bit larger than that. If you go back another y#dae pattern is
clear: promising surpluses, overspending and defigedefi-
cits. In 2009-10, the Premier promised a $19-mllgurplus
and overspent by $40 million and, in the end, debd a $23-
million deficit.

That's why it's so hard for us on this side of tHeuse,
and indeed for Yukoners in general, to believeRhemier will
deliver a surplus this time, because he keepsaiio do so.
When it comes to that savings account to whichRhemier
refers, it has declined dangerously under his firdrmanage-
ment, but he says this year will be different. Niog/s promis-
ing there will be $43 million in the bank by thedeof the com-
ing fiscal year — the budget we're now debating. Weal-

Yes, we do have some questions about the Premierteady seen how, in the supplementary budget, just few

budget. Yes, we understand the Premier only wantedk at
the main estimates to the main estimates, but abei$ that
even looking main estimates to main estimates —hirlktin
Health, it's a $5-million increase over what wagrsipin all of
last year’s budgets, and yet last year in the O&WM, know
how much it went up in that department alone.

The O&M estimates in this budget say three thinlgat it
will cost less to run the government this year gapthan it has
cost in the past year with all the money that hesnbspent —
we can't ignore those supplementary budgets becasséhe
Premier said, those are expenditures that the gowemt makes
when they discover the need; that, for the firsteti govern-
ment expenses will go down instead of up, yeardaryand
that we shouldn’t worry about the Premier’s halbiexceeding
his estimates. That’s just not believable. Theegisther prom-
ise in this budget. Once again, for the third yi@asuccession,
it promises a surplus.

This budget says that after the Premier spendsuessng
the government this coming year than he has hagpe¢ad this
past year, he’ll deliver a surplus. It's certainkyt the first time
the Premier has promised a surplus on questiorgiolends.
For the year that’s now drawing to a close, he pgetha slim
$2.9-million surplus. The opposition, both oppasitiparties,
questioned that at the time that he delivered tiagét. A sur-
plus of one-third of one percent of the budgettismiich of a
margin. That’'s what we pointed out to the Premidre Pre-
mier replied, quote: “The actual position of thevgamment, if
you calculate and take all factors, shows — and ihione
component of what you must calculate — shows at-ged,

short months, how many millions of dollars thatiegg ac-
count has changed from last fall to now.

But he says to Yukoners, “Don’t worry, be happy.Will
all change next year. But what we’ve seen overldisethree
years is that just like the operating expenses k@épg up un-
der the Yukon Party, the savings account keepsggddnvn. In
March 2008, we had $165 million in net financiataarces.
When this fiscal year ends, he says it will be §dilion, but
maybe it will be even less than that. He spent atr0 percent
of the savings over those three years. That's nuattern that
Yukoners can afford for much longer.

But, as the Premier says, we have to look at attera
We have to include everything when we look at ite \Also
should look at the $100 million that has been heed through
the Yukon Energy Corporation — a little over haif fwhich
the Yukon government has provided a comfort lettsrit has
been described by the Chair — excuse me, by tredenet of
the Yukon Energy Corporation — a letter of comfitwat was
written in 2009, that the Yukon government will t@sponsible
for providing the principal and interest payments$®2.5 mil-
lion out of that $100 million, the balance being tiesponsibil-
ity of the ratepayers.

Yet we don’t see any more than $1, perhaps, thebkan
indicated in this year’s budget for the currentrigshability on
that matter. We don’t see anything, but the lettgys that prin-
cipal and interest will be paid yearly. For thereat year, what
do we see — a dollar? We are not seeing an amdtat's
why we are having such a hard time with this Preiesti-
mates.
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I'll ask the Premier: can he tell us whether h# stipects,
with the most up-to-date figures, the net financgsdources to
be $18.1 million at the end of this month? Doestile expect
the annual deficit to hold at just $20.19 millioh yeear-end,
March 31, 2011?

Hon. Mr. Fentie: I think what is quite obvious is that
we have a failure to communicate here. Yes, | atjnae the
Liberal leader is having a hard time with the esties because
the Liberal leader doesn’'t understand what theyneaee, or
what makes them up, or what is the purpose of resiimates
or one-time expenditures. | hope the member doegartt me
to go back to the glossary because therein ligs stee, two,
three — you know, how things are put together ate the
estimates. But let me just try to alleviate the rherts hard
time with the main estimates.

You know, if you take the actual percentage of arsci
throughout the course of any fiscal year while Yukon Party
government has been in office, that small percentsfgvari-
ance would be good on anybody’'s books — and i$wt the
point? Solid, strong fiscal management resulthése types of
small percentages of variance. But at the same tiake
meeting the needs of Yukoners without cuts or mgisaxes. In
fact, we're reducing taxes and building our saviagsount.

Now, the Liberal leader mentioned the global sitrathat
we found ourselves in. I'll ignore the remarks, eitme just
once again help the member, who is having a hamnd tvith
that. The facts of the matter are the premiers thedPrime
Minister of this country gathered to plan Canada's<Canada’s
— approach to dealing with a global financial ardreomic
meltdown. At that time, it was defined as somethasdlifficult
as or even worse than the Depression and the mgitdb the
stock market in the late 1920s and 1930s.

The premiers and the Prime Minister of this coymiro-
vided input into the creation of Canada’s econoadition plan.
So of course we invested our required portion et #ction
plan. One of the reasons why Canada is faring dbisvéhe
action plan that was created by the premiers aedPtime
Minister of this country.

Once again, the Liberal leader has stated we sperée
than we take in. How can the member justify thateshent?
How can the Liberal leader justify that statement?

The facts are that we have taken in by way of reeeall
inclusive, $129 million plus more than we have spBoes the
Liberal leader not even grasp that simple eleménihe fiscal
position of Yukon? $129 million more of revenuenhexpen-
ditures made — that's one of the reasons why we lsach a
healthy financial position.

You know, the other point that's really quite irgsting is
how today the Liberal leader continues to fixatesmpending
down the savings account. The Liberal leader isl fohquot-
ing passages frorhlansard from the past. Well, here’s one:
“The Yukon Party government has $85 million in thenk —
more than enough to build a $5.2-million health toenWill
the minister commit to spending some of this mottet is
growing mouldy in his pocket to getting Dawson’sltle facil-
ity started this year?”

Now, you know what’s important about this? At thiate,
when this was said, this happened to be the Lidesaler —
the same Liberal leader of today — who was actuatigour-
aging the government to spend down the savingsuatan a
health facility in Dawson City. However, let’s loakt what the
Liberal position is now, more recently, about thaalth facility
and spending down the savings account. The Libesaler is
now saying that it's bad to spend down the savamgount —
that bad Yukon Party government went and spent dthah
savings account, the account he said was there mihey
growing mouldy in our pockets, and also had refesenthat
this should be spent on a health facility in Dawdmirt recently
this same Liberal leader has said publicly that tfitgerals
would never build that health facility in Dawson.

Here’s the problem, Mr. Chair: a failure to comnuate. |
think it comes down to factual understanding oftaimg. By
the way, this institution and what we do here by wéadebate
and all that goes with it is not about filling thages ofHan-
sard with useless information. There is no credibilityming
from the Liberals on any of these matters and,henfinancial
position of the Yukon, that is a glaring problem fobe Liberal
leader and the Liberal Party.

Back to a more constructive approach: as | havé-hig
lighted just a small number of specific expenditimigiatives,
individual ministers — and this is what it's all@ld, actually,
having individual ministers stand and present th&it of their
budgets, so hopefully the Liberals will get a bettederstand-
ing of what the budget actually is — will be pledige provide
additional detail on these and other initiativesya proceed to
department-by-department review of their approjmmatre-
guests.

Through that discussion, you never know, the Lilsera
might decide to support this budget and claim ithesr own.
That would be a smart move for the Liberals to haadhe
polls with. Just like the last Liberal Party, imning in a gen-
eral election, said to the Yukon public, “We’ll judo the same
as the incumbent government only we'll do it bettés that
what the Liberal plan is? Well, | would hope that Wwear at

You know what Yukoners can’t afford? Yukoners canno least some elements of how they intend to do it.

afford Liberal fiscal management, because the exid®f Lib-

eral fiscal management is certainly being presehtethe Lib-

eral leader in his dissertations and what he pegseio be the
fiscal framework of the Yukon. That's what Yukoneran't

afford. That's very dangerous. That's why we gebisuch
things under Liberal governments as “renewal”, Whactually
was “removal”, because it did cut jobs and placel$tzips on
Yukoners. That's Liberal financial management.

Now before | conclude, allow me a final observatien
garding the Government of Yukon’s finances. These fac-
tual, not Liberal fantasy. Thanks to the sound rfgial man-
agement of the Yukon Party government, we have sitipe
net financial resource. This speaks to our futureand that
indeed is what it's all about — and highlights tka are not
relying on future revenues to fund past and curexqendi-
tures. Does the Liberal leader not understandeteshent? We
are not relying on future revenues to fund past @aurdent ex-
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penditures. We have an accumulated surplus. Theskspto
our future and highlights our economic resourcesh dinan-
cial and physical.

These are resources available for the provisiofutfre
programs and services. We have an annual surphasthas
highlights that revenues exceed expenditures, ailpws to
build the bank and save. As it has in recent years savings
account will allow us the flexibility to be respave on behalf
of Yukoners when it is needed most. The Yukon Pgudy-
ernment is extremely proud of the efforts of ouvggmment to
provide significant capital infrastructure investitee and de-
liver effective services and programs to Yukonetslevmain-
taining this very healthy long-term fiscal positidrooking to
our multi-year forecast tabled with this budgetiufe years
remain extremely positive with revenues projectedexceed
expenses for each of the next four years. In auditver this
very same period, our net financial resource pmsiis ex-
pected to increase. This provides a strong indinatiat we are
living within our means, pay as you go and so ohis Tfor-
ward-looking healthy fiscal framework is what Yulasa can
take great comfort in, and indeed I'm sure theyokon re-
mains financially well-positioned for the future.

Continuing on, there has been quite a lengthy ptetien
of the acutal financial position of Yukon. What hseen tabled
before us is not only a budget for today, but ithis plan, fis-
cally and capital-wise and beyond when it comegprgram
and service delivery for future years. The Yukomtygov-
ernment has the ability to present this kind ohglathe Yukon
public. What do we hear from the Liberals? What sbady
said 10 years ago, what isn't a fiscal positiont Wwhat they
believe is. They say to the Yukon public that wersp more
than we take in. The facts are clear; that's net ¢hse. The
member said that in our spending down of the savamgount
to provide stimulus, we did nothing to prepare thoee growth
that's happening here. Well, does the member nowkwhat
those investments entailed? It was investmentsfirastruc-
ture, housing, highways, bridges, campuses. Hdspit@ be-
ing built. 1 don’t really think that the Liberal dder is capable
at all of understanding where the Yukon has comomfrwhere
it is today and where it's going. That's the probléere, and
that’s the failure to communicate.

We are in a very good position — one of the bewdritial
positions in the country. We did not get there bggio or by
fudging the books or by creating estimates thathathing to
do with reality. We got there because we had a, pl@had the
ability to manage the finances and to build them had strate-
gic plans for investing in Yukon, especially in riaxtructure,
programs and service delivery, and we have tharoged plan
ongoing to keep Yukon on this pathway to prosperity

That is the difference between the Yukon Party gove
ment and the opposition. We have Yukon on the paghto
prosperity; we are heading in a positive directioe; have im-
proved the quality of life. The Liberals have nothito offer —
absolutely nothing. So | challenge the Liberal kyai at least
come to his senses and, in the best interestseof tikon pub-
lic, tell the Yukon public what it is the Liberdisve to offer.

Now, if the Liberal leader wants to sit here foe thext 20
days berating the government side and accusiniylihister of
Finance of fudging the books, the Liberal leader cantinue
to do that, but at the end of the day it won't geuthis fact:
the Yukon Party government has not only deliveredr dhe
last nine years — we have built this territory. Wave put it in
a position that is the envy of many. We are bedaiged about
across the country and we are now solidly placed aember
of the global community. Our quality of life has proved
dramatically. Our young people are moving home.yThee
getting gainful employment here. Our infrastructisebeing
built that will provide benefit to Yukoners not jusday, but
long into the future. We have created great pastiips with
other governments and First Nations. We are tts fjovern-
ment, by the way, to ever create a land use plémisrterritory.
We have accomplished a lot, but we have a lot ntordo.
Yukon Party government has a plan to do it. We hevme-
thing of substance to offer the Yukon public.

The Liberals have nothing to offer and the NDP —alle
know what they’ll offer — anti-industry, anti-profiand the list
goes on. They want to create a council; the YukartyPhas
created an economy. | don't think it's going tousey difficult
for Yukoners to make a determination on what tHiteinces
are in this House and who has the best interestiseo ukon
public and its future in mind.

Mr. Mitchell: Well, you know, let’s talk about a fail-
ure to communicate. First of all, when the Prensiays he’s
not interested in hearing something someone saicrl@l
years ago, we should be clear that it's somethingdid 10 or
11 years ago. It was this Member for Watson Lak,some
unknown person. But perhaps the Premier — if hésfi's so
offensive that there are questions and criticissmfthis side of
the House — needs to grow a thicker skin.

We did urge the Premier to get started on building
long-promised $5.2-million multi-level health cafiaility for
Dawson. We did. We said take some of the $82 milirosav-
ings, or $85 million in savings, and get going batt Mr. Pre-
mier. We didn’t know the Premier would take thoserds as a
blank cheque to build a $28-million hospital — whiis the
most recent estimate provided by Yukon Housing Gaon
for the cost of the Dawson facility.

We told the Premier, “Yes, it's time to replaceaming fa-
cility,” and the Premier's government had estimaspending
$5.2 million to do it. Then they turned around amahed it into
a $28-million hospital. So that's where there idadure to
communicate. We tell the Premier, “Go ahead anchakb
million,” and he says, “How about $28 million?” Vgaid, “Go
ahead and build a multi-level health care facllityhich the
then Member for Klondike had asked for and usedrtiigence
to get into the budget. The Premier said, “Hecky wpend $5
million? We can spend $28 million.”

Now, as far as the Premier taking credit for wgtand de-
livering the first ever land use plan in Yukon, like to correct
the Premier. Vuntut Gwitchin, other northerners, kdners,
officials, people from north Yukon and others watkeery
hard for many years to write that plan.
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The Premier didn’t write th&lorth Yukon Regional Land
Use Plan He takes credit for it like his government juid d.
They sat down in the back room and wrote the pléwat’'s not
what happened at all. | know that when he entdrs debate,
the Member for Vuntut Gwitchin will have a lot taysabout
that —

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

Mr. Mitchell: Oh, and the Member for Whitehorse
West apparently wants to comment on it, as wekk'IBpet her
chance. Let's —

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

Mr. Mitchell: Excuse me, Mr. Chair. I'm not sure
what the Premier has said. Not with what?

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

Mr. Mitchell: She won't get a chance. Well, if the
Premier shares his time in an equitable and gemelatral
manner, I'm sure that he’ll provide that time, evéme says
he’s not going to. Now, how much money —

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

Mr. Mitchell: | hear a lot of kibitzing from that side,
so it’s difficult. | don’t have as hard a time centrating as the
Minister of Environment does when people whispéngh on
this side, but if he’s going to just throw remadkger, he might
as well read them into the record because he isgdmilot of
chirping. Do | have the floor?

Chair’s statement

Chair:
common courtesy and part of the rules of our Assertblet
the member speak.

Both sides throw comments back and forth, off micro
phone, and all members know that they are suppimsesde to
speak. If members have something to say, sayet gftu have
been recognized by the Chair, not back and forthmo€ro-
phone. That doesn’t provide productive debate is #ssem-
bly, and both sides are guilty of this.

Mr. Mitchell, you have the floor.

Mr. Mitchell: Thank you for that ruling, Mr. Chair.

Chair’s statement

Chair:
made was about all members. It wasn'’t a ruling thatmem-
ber opposite should be thanking the Chair for.mMimbers are
guilty of this, off-microphone comments have be&cuwring
for the last couple of days, and the Chair is jushinding
members that it is up to members themselves to &edgr and
decorum in the House. | would encourage membelscép
with the oath that they took when they took offesel keep the
level to a more respectful level.

Mr. Mitchell: The Premier was talking about health
care for rural members. He was talking about therine spend
money on health care. So yes, we do have questibost
health care and when we look at the health budgetsee that
the 2009-10 actuals for total health services inMD&ere
$105.68 million.

Order please. When members are speaking, it’g

That's just under health services. Then the 201@4ti-
mate was $82.4 million — over $23 million less thiarmad
been the previous year. What actually happened0it0-A1?
Now they are forecast to be $100 million, and yesy are
forecast to be $100 million again in the comingrisshudget.
We do question whether this government is considesll
factors when they make these estimates.

The statistics are interesting. When we look aftheser-
vices, the statistics in the budget say, for examyhder outpa-
tient mental health services, direct and indirdirti@al hours
— 2009-10 actual was 10,944 hours; 2010-11 estimeate
10,000 hours; 2010-11 forecast was 10,000 hourgl-2Q@
estimate was 7,000 hours.

Why would the government estimate that they're gdim
spend 3,000 to 4,000 fewer hours dealing with diaed indi-
rect clinical hours for outpatient mental healthvaes in the
coming year than they did in the present year dred year
prior? But there’s a footnote, Mr. Chair: footn@ein 2009-10
and 2010-11 there was an increase in program dglohee to
additional resources made available by time-limifedding.
Aha, the THAF and the THSSI funding — hard to dasttMr.
Chair. So what happened?

Well, when Yukoners found out that the governmead h
no plan to continue these services — they had kytissued
notices of potential layoff to employees; they haldl people
that the services were going to be terminated —etheas a
ublic outcry. not just from the opposition, a gabbutcry.
his government rushed back in and put in a nelease say-
ing, “We changed our mind. We're not going to caribese
services after all. We’'ll find the money.”

Well that's good — it's good that they do so — blén
you keep looking, and in area after area we se®jaqted flat
line or downturns of services.

Then the government, when people noticed them, they
came back to say, “Oh, we won’t do that. We worXpext
there to be less hospital services, less mentdthheare ser-
vices, less travel Outside. We'll fix that. We'ikfthat.” So,
yes, we do question whether this government haguadely
estimated for the health care. We question whesegethat the
forecast for 2010-11 for the Yukon Hospital Corpiana was

Order please. The statement that the Chair just46 million, and it's being estimated again as $diion for

the coming year, despite the fact that they hakentzon re-
sponsibility for Watson Lake and the Hospital Cogtion. So
we do get concerned about that.

We see, among other things, that this governmeapse
promising Yukoners that they're going to deal wille need
that was identified in the report on severely intaked persons
at risk — a medical need — not just a need for fEeo@ho
were being detained — for a sobering centre andedical
detox and a shelter to be located in downtown \iibitse.

The government says, “We're working on that. We're
looking into how we're going to do that.” But thei® no
money in the five-year plan. There is no moneyha tong-
term capital plan. Where is the government goingeb that
money? That's going to affect the surplus defiaitsigon;
that's going to affect the accumulated surplushaf govern-
ment — not just the annual, but the accumulatedw®p does
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the government expect us to have confidence inthbiget,
when they continue to not include things that taegiounce or
when they do things like take the F.H. Collins sdheplace-
ment, which was identified in the long-term plantke year's
budget we're debating now, 2011-12 — as being s&2w
million a year ago and push it forward another kihths. How
can we be confident in these estimates when thergment
changes them in such a cavalier fashion? What mespp&o
that promise that the school would be built thiargel believe
it was to be opened in 2012.

the member referenced of 2009-10. The estimategpenjdc-
tions clearly show increases. In fact, the 2011ri#in esti-
mates show approximately a 14-percent increaskdrbtdget
for Health and Social Services.

| think what the Liberal leader is saying is thatdoesn’t
agree with those expenditures. Maybe that is thaeishere.
The Liberal leader and the Liberals do not agreth whose
expenditures. They don't agree with the fact tlheg Yukon
Party government went ahead and actually increasdddese
years the allocation for the Department of Healtld &ocial

What happens? The government just pushes it awdy arServices — meeting the health care needs of Yukoriduis is

says, “Not now.” How did they make that decision?

They said the contractors asked them to. They #witl
they were going to delay that a year because théramiing
community didn’t want to be building it in the cant budget
cycle. That's how they made the decision on thecation for
kids who are going to that aging facility, one thag all agree
needs to be replaced and updated. No, we don’t hawmé-
dence.

We don’t know when the election will be. Maybelitie
this spring; maybe it'll be a month from now or twwonths
from now; maybe it will be in the fall. We knowhs to occur
in the next seven months or so. Will the Premianmit to
providing updates in the coming months on the figpcsition
of Yukon beyond the current main estimates, if we'tihave
an election in the near future?

Hon. Mr. Fentie: I guess the bottom line is it’s up to
the Liberal leader to be confident or not be caarfidin the
budget documents before him, but let me just pminta couple
of things. Instead of the stuff the Liberal leademriting on
pieces of paper, why don’t we look at the actualdat docu-
ment. | mean, it does have some very importantrinédion in
the pages of this document.

The Liberal leader said there are reductions inratjmn
and maintenance expenditures for health care. datlyr trying
to understand how the Liberal leader comes todbatlusion.

actually quite astonishing that a party leader anqmhrty would
take that kind of position — that they don’t agsei¢h, nor do
they support or even believe in these kinds of eajiares —
meeting the health care needs of Yukoners?

By the way, during the course of this coming fisgedr, if
the need arises that Yukoners need more accesxtors and
to hospitals and for operations and for medevadsvératever
the case may be — when it comes to the clearlynddfobliga-
tions of government for delivering health care tok¥ners and
to Canadians because there are a number of lawgdkarn
this whole area of obligation and responsibilitydgovernment.

The Yukon Party government will, regardless of &sé-
mates as tabled, meet those needs. And the reasamillis
because we can. And we can meet those needs befatlre
fiscal management the Yukon Party government hasiged
this territory since taking office in 2002.

The Liberal leader can go on and on and on. Thioiot
line is — and this is where the rubber hits thedrea the Lib-
eral leader says there has been a reduction in @&Nealth
care when all evidence, regardless of how you ktok, dem-
onstrates clearly that the Liberal leader is int faong, has put
information on the public record that is not fatt@end this is a
fruitless discussion and should be put in thandilcabinet la-
belled “useless information”.

Mr. Mitchell: What is fruitless is expecting this Pre-

In the document, page S-12, the 2009-10 actual showmier to ever answer a question with a genuine mespoWhat

$252.497 million. So, let’s just round it off. TR09-10 actual
— that means that's public accounts done, duly teaddand
presented — is $252 million. The 2010-11 forecasthat’s
all-inclusive for operation and maintenance in tieaare —
$257 million. It's actually $257.738 million, rouad off, $257
million. Then let us look at the estimate for 2QUA-The esti-
mate for 2011-12 for O&M for Health and Social Seeg is
$262.611 million, rounded off, $262 million.

How in the world can Yukoners have confidence ia
Liberal leader's presentation of the fiscal positiof Health
and Social Services when it comes to O&M, operationl
maintenance, when the budget documents themseleasdyc
demonstrate there has been an increase from 20@@didgh
to 2010-11 and on to 2011-12?

The fruitless, pointless approach in all of thisvizat is go-
ing to ensure that Yukoners have no confidence saeaer in
the Liberals and the Liberal leader in any faceteafdership.
Once again, the Liberal leader has put on the pubkltord a
statement that is in complete contradiction ofhlhdget docu-
ment tabled, which includes a duly audited factorthe year

th

is fruitless is to expect this Premier to ever attyuproperly
state what has been asked of him or stated by nrsnoppo-
site, instead of using a partial quote or an iregriquote or
simply coming up with his own opinion as to whae thuote
must have been.

We didn't say that there has been a cut mains-tosnia
the budget for Health and Social Services. We sdidyou
look at what's forecast for what has been spemtuding two
supplementary budgets, the amount that's estimfaedhext
year is barely more than what has been spent, dydweould
we expect it to be so?”

Let’'s look at page S-12 that the Premier refersntthe
O&M budget. What does it say on page S-12 for Vb¥e
Health and Social Services? 2009-10 actual, $252000 —
or, as the Premier says, if we round it off, $258ilion. What
did the Premier, as Minister of Finance, estimayear later,
after seeing these actuals of $252.5 million in 200? He
estimated we would spend $27 million less — $230,0Q0.
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The Premier said, having looked at what we jushspe
$252.5 million — let's estimate we're going to sde27 mil-
lion less in the next year.

What did happen in the next year according to thedast

This issue that the member is pointing out is ict fan
overall position that we must build infrastructuoe meet the
needs of Yukoners, not only of today, but long ithte future.

Fundamentally, the Yukon Party government’s apgrdac

on page S-12? We've spent $257,738,000, so the i®remthis is to not encumber the taxpaying public ofapdor the

missed by $27 million between his estimates for(201 and
what's forecast, because he missed by $22 milliohis esti-
mates, so what's he saying now for next year? Weate only
going to spend $5 million more — that's what he pasin the
estimates, $262.6 million for health — than whasHerecast-
ing for the year that’s just about to end, and we'dknow if
these are the final figures for the year. Therd bd a final
supplementary budget sometime later this year —#sthehat
we said.

The Premier just simply restates the position &ed says,
look at that, it makes no sense. Well, it makeserse because
he constantly restates it and changes it in domgLst’s try
another question, another area; let’'s talk aboaitbthrrowings
of the government.

Now, we know that we’ve run deficits this year dadt;
we know that the government is projecting thateheill only
be $18 million left in net financial resources atyend — the
so-called savings account. How much is being bogcbly this
government? We know about the $100 million throtlgh En-
ergy Corporation. We know the borrowing limit is0&®8million
and we know that some money has been borrowed saghim
$70 million that is authorized through the Depammef
Health and Social Services to build the visitingdimal spe-
cialist and nurses residence and health officegssadhe river.
We know that there is going to be $28 million foh@spital in
Dawson, according to the Hospital Corporation, &a&@ mil-
lion beyond the $5 million that was spent to buhé shell in
Watson Lake. How much, in total, has the governniznt
rowed to date toward its borrowing limit of $300llloh? Then
we can do the math for how much it will be by threet those
other facilities are completed.

Hon. Mr. Fentie: First off, the Yukon government, the
Yukon Territory, does not have a net debt positiomope we
are clear on that. Now, corporations do borrow nyarel have
borrowed money. In fact, the Yukon Party governmast of
March 31, 2010, has been paying down debt all tjinoour
mandate, to the tune of $54.8 million. What we hdwoee is
provided support to our corporations to do what/ thust do,
to do what they're mandated to do and that's reallgood
business practice — allowing corporations to fumttin a
manner that they are mandated to function in, disl it in
building infrastructure.

| think we can connect some of this legacy debt Welve
been paying down to past governments, if the memaats to
go there, and | think we all remember what that-isfailed
enterprises; money used out of the Development @atipn
for failed enterprises. | see the Liberal leadeinfiag to his
left. That would be toward the NDP. Let me just t@au the
member that the Liberals are rapidly moving to léfein this
territory, somewhat of a problem for the Liberaiseat news
for the Yukon Party government.

cost of something that will be to the benefit oflaaccessible
by Yukon taxpayers long into the future. It is paftdoing

business. In that case, we have provided suppourtcorpora-
tions — both the Hospital Corporation and the Yulevel-

opment Corporation — to do exactly what they arimgloDoes

that mean that we have gone beyond the overaillders debt

limit? No, not even remotely close to that. Furthere, we

have no intention of using the remaining room weehia our

borrowing capacity. Furthermore, the other fadhet because
we have solid fiscal management and a solid fipoaltion —

| would remind the Liberal leader that the Yukormeawed a
double-A credit rating to issue a bond — good bessnall in

all.

With that, the member will not find, for example) ax-
penditure in the estimates for the Development G@toon in
terms of what it may be paying on any annual basiextin-
guish liabilities on any annual basis. What we haravided is
a commitment of support for the Development Corfiorain
the conduct of its operations overall. But what gwgpport will
be based on is year-end work, which is what we, stigre-
holder, are requiring of our corporation. | thirtkat's pretty
logical that we do year-ends and determine what @uawn
corporation’s fiscal position is before we staggiang to expos-
ing Yukoners to liabilities that they need not bpased to.

I'm not sure what the member is trying to achidwa, the
bottom line is that we have, all-inclusive, an awired bor-
rowing limit. This is federal, by the way — therela order-in-
council that creates this authorized borrowing tlirkiVe don’t
create it. It's an order-in-council by the fedegalvernment of
Canada of $300 million.

We have long-term plus short-term obligations ttoasl
about $162 million, which means we have room ofual®i37
million, $138 million within that authorized by wayf federal
order-in-council borrowing limit. If you want to do compari-
son to our sister territories, we’re in pretty gostthpe com-
pared to where they're at.

So overall, we have made decisions in supportirrgcot
porations that are going to result in infrastruetut on the
ground to meet the needs of Yukoners to the beatfitukon-
ers today and long into the future. What a wiserass deci-
sion our corporations have made and we readily jtongmeir
support, because of those wise business decisigmsoopora-
tions made. Thank you, thank you to those hardwgrkdedi-
cated Yukoners who sit on the boards of the Yukewelop-
ment Corporation and the Yukon Hospital Corporatenmd we
say to them: a job well done.

Mr. Mitchell: Well, the Premier actually did answer
question, which is an improvement. He said thatlding-term
and short-term obligations total $162 million, seit last ac-
counting was more money to be spent as borrowedeynon
the authorization of the Hospital Corporation tonptete the
residence across the river on Hospital Road, pleiswo hospi-

a
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tals — Watson Lake and Dawson — which so far hasenb
projected to cost $50 million, all of which is bgihorrowed —
is that not correct?

We'll ask the Premier to answer whether or nobélthat
$50 million is to be borrowed, and then the Prencim pro-
vide us with an estimate of what the borrowingd tatal after
the construction of those two buildings, since veehdve an
estimated cost via the Hospital Corporation froenthls it the
intention via the Hospital Corporation to borrow0®illion to
build those two facilities?

Hon. Mr. Fentie: We do have ministers who bear
great responsibility in their areas of obligatiois-a-vis the
departments that they manage. This is certainlgrg worthy
discussion and debate to have, in this case wihMimister of
Health and Social Services, because the Ministéteafith and
Social Services has provided an instrument forvthkkon Hos-
pital Corporation that meets the requirements lerlioard and
its members, as we saw fit as a government. Tisatuiment is
in writing, by the way, and | don't know what mdrean say
about that.

| guess the member opposite is going to be extryemel
cited and waiting in great anticipation to gethe Department
of Health and Social Services to have that disomsdt is cer-
tainly an instrument that demonstrates our suppartthe
Yukon Hospital Corporation Board and the individuaiho sit
on that board. Again, they have made a great aectsi ensure
we meet the immediate and long-term health carelsned
Yukoners, and we say once again we are more théingyio
support their efforts — and once again reiteratthemm: a job
well done.

Mr. Mitchell:
Health minister and no doubt we will, but in pastss we have
sometimes asked questions of ministers only telokethat you
have to ask that question of the Minister of Firmbecause he
controls the purse strings.

Since it's the Minister of Finance who'’s here todthen
surely the Minister of Health and Social Servicesuld not be
issuing commitment letters to any Crown corporatidgthout
the authorization of the Minister of Finance. Thathy we ask
it of the Minister of Finance — because, at the ehthe day,
as he says, the buck, or all $50 million buckgpsthere.

Again, I'll add a question to it. The Minister ofnance
has said that the long-term and short-term oblgatiof gov-
ernment are $162 million. There needs to be son@en$ilion
or $60 million more to complete the building acraks way
plus the two hospitals, so another $50 million 60 $nillion
added on to that. We think that the Health ministeould be
able to answer that, but we’d rather hear it fréra Finance
minister, because he’s the top minister when it &@ro the
spending decisions.

Again, has the Finance minister made any commitrteent
the Health minister regarding the Hospital Corpords re-
quest for improvements to their campuses — it heenbre-
cently referred to — of some $50 million that iseded by the
Yukon Hospital Corporation to provide adequate ises/ in
terms of the emergency room, the operating theaindsinten-
sive care units of that hospital, which we hearualom a daily

basis from the hardworking doctors and nurses whokvin
that environment? Has there been any commitmentenmad
date and has there been a commitment asked fbedfihance
minister?

Hon. Mr. Fentie: Actually, these decisions are made
by Management Board when it comes to monetary s of
government, so on the matter that relates to anynttments
to corporations, such as the Hospital Corporatibeertainly
would have been a decision made by Management Board

Secondly, I'm sure the Liberal leader is awarehsf fact
that there has recently been an announcementhbaYukon
Hospital Corporation and government in the relaeshs are
and have embarked on a planning process for futeeels that
may arise for the Whitehorse General Hospital —eoagain,
demonstration that we have a plan going forwarad ihé future
of further meeting the health care needs of Yuken€hat an-
nouncement, | believe, came out a few weeks age,auple
of weeks ago. | just don’t have a firm date on the of my
head, but that has certainly been done and thatdrasenced.

Mr. Mitchell: Regarding another prior commitment
and long-term plan, and that is the previously catteth $24
million that just last fall was being talked abast being in the
upcoming year to build the F.H. Collins replacemenho
made the decision to cut that from this budget? Was the
Minister of Finance or the Minister of EducationhEr one
can answer.

Hon. Mr. Fentie: Here we have another example, Mr.
Chair: on one day the Liberal leader will suggdstttwe ex-
pend or book money without planning. Then on anottsy,
depending, | guess, who the Liberal leader hasdalio re-

Well, we could ask that question of the cently, when we are in the process of planning egpendi-

tures, the Liberal leader determines that thesewe Well, if
the Liberal leader looked at the budget, he wolddrty see
what the fiscal flow is for a project called theHFCollins re-
placement. The point of the matter is, nobody madecision
to cut anything.

The planning process will dictate how much, in giwen
fiscal year, will be dedicated to a project — samito what
we’ve been working on all along as a governmentiahy,
always enhancing and improving the planning praeesshich
is part of what a multi-year capital plan is allbah to ensure
more effective fiscal management. | go back toalies point:
that is why, when you take our total budget of $iliom plus
and the variances that occur during any fiscal yean esti-
mates to the public accounts actuals, the percerdfgariance
is extremely small and would certainly look goodaimybody’s
books.

Mr. Mitchell: That's an interesting point that the Pre-
mier has attempted to make. First of all, the comcebout
F.H. Collins are not a question of who the Libdedder is
talking to. They are a concern of those people wiioenLib-
eral leader is listening to, and those are themaref kids who
attend F.H. Collins. That's who we’re hearing frammo are
extremely disappointed, extremely disappointed —treemely
disappointed.

The chair of the council was shocked to learn alioin
the newspapers, as opposed to from the ministdreodepart-
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ment. As far as us — again, is the Premier justufenturing
things he wished he had heard? For the Premiarggest that
this is because we would want the government toagknbn

this budget without planning is ridiculous. It's saiod. Of
course, it should be planned. Was not the goverhmerking

on this plan all of last year when they were profecthat $24
million would be spent next year? That was the painere we
thought the planning was being done because thergment
must have been pretty confident that they wouldeheshieved
the planning and concluded the planning when treg &

their long-term plan that there would be $24 milliexpended
in 2011-12. Is the Premier just saying that neithernor his
minister could get the planning done? Who madedtmsion
to push this project forward yet another year tybar beyond
the election?

Hon. Mr. Fentie:
pushed forward.

Through the planning exercise, and all that godk plan-
ning exercises — and we leave that to the profaatsoin-
volved, which includes engineers and others, ptojeanagers,
so on and so forth, committees that provide inpte list is
quite extensive. Through those exercises thereoacasions
when what was estimated in years out may be chariged
that the whole point? What the government has stgndnd
said — the Liberal leader says this is a cut.ntsa cut. It's an
exercise that is ongoing, and we actually comméeiaof gdhose
people for pointing out through the planning preessthat
they have embarked on, and are well underway whidt, we
should do certain things as a government. | thivat is indica-
tive of good, sound planning and management of thiolgs as
capital projects, and that's the point.

By the way, | think we have to refer back to soniehe
other criticisms that the Liberal leader leapsitfbet on when
he gets a report from the Auditor General. In pattat the
Yukon Party government is doing is continuing tdie what
has been pointed out by the audits that we — baranatters
that we, the Yukon Party government, ensure takeephnd
want to take place because we want to improve ahadree
always our ability to provide good government tokgners. In
this particular instance, it certainly has somé&adiges to some
of the areas that the Auditor General pointed outeporting
on Other Matters.

The multi-year plan is actually quite extensive are-
tainly has been received quite well by Yukonerseylkee into
the future a lot of areas of investment that is eiwing that
they too can plan for. Not only is the governmeohducting
planning exercises to ensure that we are doinf@pélsepossible
job we can, we have created, through our budgdtistru-
ments, ways for the Yukon public to even plan. Whatarvel-
lous idea — having the government and the publiodakstep
in planning the capital infrastructure of the fugtur

All I can say is, Mr. Chair, a great deal of cregdes to
those individuals in departments like Highways dpablic
Works and others who contribute to creating su@ngl I'm
sure that the minister responsible for Highways &blic
Works and other ministers are at the ready to peothe oppo-
sition with great detail on why we have taken tteps we've

Actually, the project hasn't been

taken in our budgeting exercises and our plannixgraises
and what it all means — always the fundamental tpideing
of it all is that we are acting in the best int¢sesf the Yukon
public and will continue to do so.

Chair: Order please. Committee of the Whole will re-
cess for 15 minutes.

Recess

Chair: Order please. Committee of the Whole will
now come to order. The matter before the CommitieBill
No. 24, First Appropriation Act, 2011-12We will now con-
tinue with general debate.

Some Hon. Member:

Mr. Mitchell:
clear.

We were just having a discussion on the F.H. Cs®llin
school, which is heading into the future. Basedtos capital
budget, F.H. Collins school nhow shows a large edjiare in
2012-13 of $29.4 million; $16.2 million in 2013-182.8 mil-
lion in 2014-15. For the edification of the pareatsl the stu-
dents attending, can the Premier tell us — sine¢he Minister
of Finance, he would have oversight over this |terga, multi-
year planning process — what year students coupe@xto
start attending the new facility?

Hon. Mr. Fentie: Once again, I'm sure the Minister of
Education, accompanied by Education departmential§i, can
provide great detail to this matter and many otlierghe De-
partment of Education.

Let me remind the Liberal leader once again thah&de-
ment Board makes the monetary decisions in goventjmet
one individual and again, we are dealing with prtigms here.
The parents — considering that the revisions weeerésult of
the planning process that is underway and has bederway
— can expect, based on all available informatiat the have
to date through the course of the planning exereissomple-
tion date by August 2013.

| just want to make one cautionary comment: thecutiadt-
ing here is also to maintain an existing school igméunctions
during the course of construction, which for angiaeer is
probably quite a difficult challenge as to how theyl struc-
ture this particular facility in and around theiaetoperation of
a school such as the existing F.H. Collins. Withtla¢ avail-
able information through the course of the onggitanning
exercise, there is an expectation of an estimatedptetion
date of August 2013.

Mr. Mitchell: | thank the Minister of Finance for that
response, since he sits on the Management Boardsaret-
tainly part of the process. He should be informédvbat the
date is and now we have all been informed.

Going back to the frequently discussed need fahbeng
centre and a shelter in downtown Whitehorse, andesihe
Health minister has indicated that the governmest commit-
ted to doing this, can the Minister of Finance —edese there
are no dollars in the multi-year capital plan fbese projects
— give us any indication as to when those wouldcba-
structed?

(Inaudible)
The Premier says clear, but it's not yet
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Hon. Mr. Fentie: Look, | think it's pretty clear that
not that long ago — this afternoon — what was prese by
way of the summary of the 2011-12 mains was ansiment
for the secure assessment centre of some $3.Dmifio it is
already in the overall fiscal framework as it exisbday, all
inclusive — closing out fiscal year 2010-11 andoatping
forward with 2011-12. So here we have the budgetichent
once again.

I know there are difficulties with the Liberal leardaccept-
ing what is put on the pages of a budget docunigutt] want
to reference that in the multi-year capital planjgct listing,
page 5, it clearly shows under Justice, securessisgnt centre
— $3.580 million. Maybe the member calls it a safgercen-
tre, but it is a secure assessment centre. Thheigwvestment
being made.

Now, there are two reports that have been put hegdty a
number of individuals, including the RCMP, Departhef
Justice, First Nations, medical professionals andos. The
first report, of course, is the police review tihats a list of a
number of recommendations. The secure assessnéng,dsy
the way, is an initiative that is actually in patship with the
RCMP. The second report is the report on acutefyxinated
persons, and there are a number of recommendatiers. We
are, as a government, having recently been in pecéithese
reports, working through the process that we mosterms of
the recommendations and an overall implementatian
regard to these two reports.

So the only thing that's in the fiscal frameworghi now
is to deal with the immediate issue, so that tlzeoéithe drunk
tank has ended in this territory. The secure ass&#scentre is
an initiative that is a very marked departure frihr historical,
normal practice of dealing with individuals who aaeutely
intoxicated and in public. This secure assessmentre will
provide security for individuals, both those whe acutely
intoxicated and others, including staff. There viié medical
professionals there and available for assessmadtdatermi-
nations from that point will be made. It also reelsithe pres-
sure, once in operation, of the Whitehorse Gertdosbital and
its involvement in dealing with acutely intoxicatpdrsons. So,
that is the investment and we are proceeding \Wwihwhile the
work continues on the two reports and all the revemdations
that are housed in those reports — the productasfym

Mr. Mitchell:
an apples-and-oranges conversation with himself. nalidn’t
ask the Premier about the secure assessment ¢eriieebuilt
onto the new Whitehorse Correctional Centre, whias an-
nounced back in January. | asked him about a supegntre,
a medical detox and a shelter to be built in dowmnt&Vhite-
horse with a health perspective, not with a justieespective.
Now that’'s a commitment that was made on the flgthis
House by his Health minister — that the governmeas
working on this. It's beyond the secure assessmemntre. The
government was looking at how to respond to thet@eand
Allen report, the report on severely intoxicatedspas at risk,
which very clearly said that we had to take a hiclimmedical
health approach to this issue, not only a justpp@ach.

The Health minister has said that, beyond the seesr
sessment centre up at the Whitehorse Correctiogadr€ — to
end, as the Premier says, the days of the drur vamch will
deal with people certainly if they've been appratesh for a
criminal matter — there is a need for a centregeople that
may simply be brought in by a family member orride asso-
ciate, or a member of an non-government organigdiecause
they need help. They haven't necessarily commiigg crimi-
nal offence.

Are these people then to be taking them up to tinitea/
horse Correctional Centre? Is that what the Preinsienow
suggesting, because that is not what the Healtlistainwas
saying in this House over the past several weelsalso not
what the Deputy Minister of Health said publiclythe news
conference that was held to announce the two reponvhich
the Premier refers, as well as the simultaneouswamement
of the secure assessment centre to be built atiméshorse
Correctional Centre. Members of the media askebaitmeet-
ing: “Does this mean that this health approacheimdp aban-
doned, despite the report that has been tabledtbéag, for a
justice approach at the Whitehorse Correctionalti@@ih The
deputy minister said: “No, we are working on thatwaell.”
The Health minister has confirmed that in this Hous

So, | would like clarification from the Premier. itsnow
just to be the one centre up at the Whitehorsee€tianal Cen-
tre or is there an additional commitment? If soewrehis the
funding coming from?

Hon. Mr. Fentie: Let me just repeat what was said.
Yes, there is a secure assessment centre for abvéasons.
That is not strictly a Justice initiative.

That's why | clearly articulated for the benefit thie Lib-
eral leader that medical staff is involved heretlrermore, we
do have a detoxification centre in operation nove. the one
that we, the Yukon Party government, got back wpramning
after it was closed in the past.

This is exactly what was just said on the floor tbé
House. We are working on the recommendations oftwee
reports. | don’t find any reason why the member asie
thinks there’s some kind of issue here. That's #xachat has
been said all along.

Mr. Mitchell: For the benefit of the Premier, when
the Member for Mount Lorne and | visited the Safteele

The Premier must be tiring; he’s having centre this past fall, the officials working thereand this was

also corroborated by the deputy, who attended tiwat —

stated that that facility needed to be replacedh it updated
facility. That's why we’re asking whether there’'glan to have
an updated facility that takes a health perspedtvés people
who need detoxification, along with a sobering cergnd an
actual living shelter, so there’s a continuum afector people
who are trying to break the bonds of addiction. Tégort to

which the Premier has referred suggests that thetild be
downtown.

It doesn’'t appear that commitment still exists. Y¥esur-
prised at that because certainly statements hase bade to
many reporters, and statements made in this Habaejndi-
cated government was working on this. It sounds gkvern-
ment is working just on something up the hill. Maytihat will
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be the repurposing of the old jail — who knows. deythe
Premier should just tell us if he intends to rurifie next elec-
tion, or if we're wasting our time asking him thegeestions. Is
the Premier going to lead his party into the 20&hegal elec-
tion?

Hon. Mr. Fentie:
colleague has just said, maybe the Liberal leasleseeking a
membership in the Yukon Party — | don’t know. Buttee end
of the day, Mr. Chair, | cannot believe what | jimtard the
Liberal leader say. The Liberal leader actuallyt jsaid that
maybe the option for the existing old WCC is the dnmat will
be used for a sobering centre or a detoxificatemtre or what-
ever.

I mean, this is actually infantile to even havetba floor
of the Legislature. What has been said is exactigtvihas been
presented in all venues, including this institutienthat there
is an investment in a secure assessment centtbasthe end
of the drunk tank era is now a reality for Yukon.

Secondly, there are two reports, as presented doyvtitk
of many, with a number of recommendations in thbat are
being worked on — all-inclusive.

Thirdly, yes, there is a detoxification centre tiain op-
eration right now. The member has some confusad ofdhow
Justice and Health and Social Services interact.fabt of the
matter is there are many examples of where JuatideHealth
and Social Services interact. That includes the fhat the
RCMP themselves have actually been taking peopWhdide-
horse General Hospital and that facilities in rurakon have
historically, in many instances, provided a plaoe rmedical
professionals to provide some form of detoxificatfor indi-
viduals who are acutely intoxicated, because tleeeemedical
issue with that — a very serious one.

I'm not sure what the Liberal leader is even tajkabout.
The future is what the future will be. We're notréa¢o discuss
who’s doing what in a coming election; we're hergtesent to
Yukoners our budget, which includes a plan fiscahd be-
yond for the future. The Liberals and the NDP héimaly
committed in the public that they would use thitirgy to pre-
sent their plan to the Yukon public. What we’ve faeso far,
halfway through this sitting, is absolutely astbivigy — that
both the Liberals and the NDP are actually goingacto the
public to seek their support at any level. They dmétv pre-
sented a plan at all. They've presented a wholelwi dis-
cussion that has no foundation in substance whatso&ood
luck to both parties, the Liberals and the NDP.

Mr. Mitchell:
Yes, the Premier can’'t believe what he heard. Ehla€cause
we couldn’t believe on this side of the House whathad just
heard from the Premier. That's why | asked rhesdijc
whether those were their plans for repurposingjéile since
the Premier has now told us that this is goinga@lrombined
justice and health initiative.

This is directly attached to the Whitehorse Corogal
Centre. This sounds like it's going to be the ond anly so-
bering centre, which is also the secure assessfaeiity, so
aside from members of the RCMP, who may be tranisgor
people there instead of to the drunk tank — andcase all

agree that is an improvement — apparently whenhlerst
sisters, parents or children of people who areesifj from
severe intoxication need to take them somewhess;rih go-
ing to have to take them up to the Whitehorse Gtiowal
Centre and go through the security. These are pemoipb have

Well, as my learned and esteemednot committed any criminal offence. They may beirgjt in

their own living room and they've been convincedabfamily
member that they need help, and this is the solutiat the
government — a one size fits all solution — tha overn-
ment is proposing. Or | suppose people will corgiria take
inebriated and intoxicated individuals when theyaterisk to
the emergency room and then be told, no, take tiyero the
Whitehorse Correctional Centre. Well, that's veiyminating.

Well, if the member opposite, the Premier, wantsdar of
a plan, here’s a plan: yes, we will build a shelten glad the
Premier is taking notes. Yes, there will be a reptaent for the
Sarah Steele centre that can combine the needstlofriedical
detoxification and a sobering centre. Yes, we w#al with
homeless people. Yes, we will deal with the issofeafford-
able housing, because this government hasn’t ctdaiasing,
not just for homeless people, but for all kindspebple who
can't afford it, and they are hard-working Yukonerkey can't
afford either a rental or a housing purchase invthkon. If the
Premier had so much confidence in this budget ards mes-
sage to Yukoners, he would just stand up and sagoworse,
I'll lead the party into the next election, Mr. GhaMaybe the
Premier, too, lacks confidence. | don’t think we gping to get
any more answers out of this Premier today.

I'll ask one more question. Is the Premier prepated
commit to a fall sitting of the Legislative Assery®l

Hon. Mr. Fentie:
of a Liberal plan. Let’s review.

The Liberals will build a sobering centre and aod#ica-
tion centre and a home for everyone. The problera fethe
Liberal leader says the budget before us is natctorMaybe
the Liberal leader can enlighten us and Yukonersvbare the
Liberals would get the money from if the budgetdvefus is
not correct? Do we or do we not have the finanagslable
that are presented in the budget document — the resi-
mates — for 2011-12? This is not some sort of garhes Lib-
eral leader has just said this is what they wouwd They'd
build all these things, yet, by the same token Liberal leader
says the budget before us is incorrect. Well, le€ar from the
Liberal leader on where the Liberals intend to thet funds to
build the stuff that the Liberal leader has jusheaitted to and

We seem to have hit a sore point thereexplain to Yukon taxpayers why the Liberals wilwn@ncum-

ber Yukon taxpayers to build a home for everyone?

Ms. Hanson: Prior to sitting in this Legislature,
watched the procedure of this House from the visitmllery. |
was shocked then to see the colossal waste ofyargianoney
and faith in the political process by the repetitip partisan
process and by the non-productive activity thataapptly is
called budget debate. We have 15 working daysisflibgisla-
ture left. We have 20 departments and agencies #sathe
Premier has indicated this afternoon, we shouldsending
focused time and effort on. From my observatiohiat visi-
tors gallery, it was very clear that the intentloé government

Well, we have some semblance now
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then was that oversight — the holding of governnmeatnbers
to account that members of the opposition are etetti do on
behalf of all Yukoners — was not a shared objectifehe
government. My observation now is that that willveey diffi-

cult, but I will be working diligently to ensure nopnstituents
that that is my objective.

The Premier delivered his Budget Address on Fepr@ar
He has delivered most, if not all, of that addressnumerous
occasions in this Legislature subsequent to th&t. dBhose
who choose to readansardwill see that many, many of the
statements that were contained in that Budget Asddieave
been repeated and repeated.

As Leader of the Yukon New Democratic Party, | did-
vide my response to the address, indicating thasaoé both
convergence and where the NDP does differ withaetsip the
current economic situation in the Yukon and theglterm, and
the issues that we think need to be addressed -adbstrategic
issues, as well as those that are affecting Yulooera day-to-
day basis.

Despite the demonstrated change of view or politda
filiation over time by the current Premier, | caayswith cer-
tainty that, when we talk about fiscal managemesiat does
not change is the NDP belief in the principles ofhity and
prudence in both budgeting and managing of experedit

So what is really not at question here? It's netc¢hedibil-
ity of the Yukon New Democratic Party; it's the yaredibil-
ity of this Yukon Party government and what theyedhdo
demonstrate to all Yukoners through a thoroughyasigknd a
thorough give-and-take and discussion across Huysslhtive
floor on what they have set forward in terms of thair plans
are, in terms of expenditures — that they do linkthat there
is some link between the proposed expenditurestandtated
government objectives, their strategies and tHaing We will
be looking, and we will want to talk with the mitéss and with
the Premier about how those objectives will be exsdnl and
how they will link and do link to those plans.

| hear often and very clearly over the last sixedght
months as | was talking with people — in particularWhite-
horse Centre. When you'’re in the midst of an ebecitam-
paign, as the Premier will find himself again s@mough, peo-
ple say things to you. One of the things that waig $0 me
over and over again about their concerns aboutuhent gov-
ernment was that people are really tired of bewld tvhere
things are at.

They are tired of being told by the Premier abbirgs. It
is the sense that, if you say it often enough, ihtite way it is.
What they told me is: don't tell us, show us. Inthithat what
we are going to be looking for as we work throulgis budget
is “show me” and then we can make the assessmepttmn
that as to whether or not there is a link betwden govern-
ment's stated purpose and intent and what theyalygtare
putting forward to all Yukoners in terms of thisdget.

| have to make the observation that there are dweneic
efforts made at times, but it reminds me of Sisyphyou
know: there is an attempt to push that rock uphifie It's a
very steep hill and you think you are getting rigptto top and

you might get an answer but, ultimately, you arehad back
down.

I am hopeful that we can change that dynamic arptivad
in fact we will get an answer and it won't be aypisean kind
of futility that we feel at the end of this sessmmMarch 28.

Really, the budget is the sum of its parts. | wdilké to
suggest that we move to an analysis and a reallptigh and
collegial discussion of those parts. With that,dve to clear.

Hon. Mr. Fentie: That’s quite refreshing, and I’'m sure
the government side will certainly accommodate saughnesen-
tation and request that we do so. That's why theistérs are
standing at the ready to have that collegial disiomsand de-
bate on the budget.

The member’s point about the budget being the stits o
parts is, in some respects, exactly what it's ablout it is also
the result of a tremendous amount of work by a émous
number of people across the government and theoep
structure. Since the Leader of the NDP skyrockébegblitical
prominence in a by-election in Whitehorse Centrdave to
ponder a little bit in this statement about thediyidity of the
NDP and how that reflects on what the NDP’s plan is

The nervousness of the Yukon public is the expegen
they've had with NDP governments. We're all verieiested
in hearing the Leader of the Third Party reflectloese matters
and how the NDP would budget. This would be vetegrest-
ing: where they would invest the available fisadaources for
Yukon.

At least the NDP, unlike the Liberals, have somecept
of what the main estimates are all about and wtterenvest-
ments are going, because the NDP leader has jgaested
that we demonstrate some linkages, so let me fyshtvery
general terms, because this is general debate.

Beginning in 2002, upon being elected to officayds at a
time when the Yukon had really endured great diffic —
there is no question about that. The Yukon Parthatime, in
2002, in a general election, went before the publib a plan
— it's called a platform — and the Yukon public demstrated
that its view was that the Yukon Party plan as eme=d at that
time was the better choice out of the three padiesthat was
the result of that election.

The Yukon Party was elected to a majority governmen
We began at that time to implement that plan astbrifor the
Yukon, and that included financial management arel ap-
proach we would take. Now let’s look at some of ¢h@ence
going forward.

There’s no question, and no denial and no displiét part
of that plan was to increase the fiscal capacityhaf Yukon
Territory to better meet the needs of Yukonerdgdtier build a
future for Yukoners, which includes infrastructuaed so on.
Stimulus is not new to the Yukon Party governmgée. began
stimulating the Yukon’s economy with our first beig— the
2003-04 budget. If you look at the record — pulglazounts,
duly audited; not estimates any longer, but acutalthe mem-
ber will see a clear trend of stimulus and investitt®y ever-
increasing budgets, both capital and program andcgedeliv-
ery to Yukoners. So that in itself is certainly amfethe link-
ages.
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In that regard, if the NDP leader wanted to, weldaer-
tainly present a long list of deliverables that elearly linked
to the plan or the platform, as presented to thkoviLpublic. It
is a very significant list of deliverables that Wave accom-
plished to date. But now we are looking forwaraitite future.
Part of this also includes where we're at with majeform
processes. Before | move back into the economitkeositua-
tion, | think we have to reflect on the fact thHag¢ite were major
significant steps taken by the Yukon Party goveminoiiring
the time of our office to date.

Correctional reform was a significant step in addieg a
long-standing problem for government. Correctiorgfiorm,
again, was the product of many and it was a pastigmwith
First Nations. It took approximately five years do through
that process and the resulting product that canteobuhat
process is something that even the federal govertisn®e-
partment of Justice recognizes demonstrates |dzigeirs the
country. That's another linkage to the Yukon Paoign: cor-
rectional reform.

Educational reform is another example. Strengthgemih
the social safety net — you know, it’'s the YukorrtiPaov-
ernment that is the first government in a long,gldime —
years and years and years in this territory — #dwtally in-
creased social assistance. It's this Yukon Partyeguoment that
actually started making real investments in prawgdhousing
for Yukoners. | think the minister responsible tbe Housing
Corporation can certainly give a lot more detailtfdut it's a
dramatic increase in making available housing fakdhers
who need it. Here are some examples: did we plazeosty
for housing for seniors? Yes.

Surely the members opposite can agree with thetffiedt
our seniors and elders in this territory, in thestpaedicated
themselves and committed themselves to providipgtimnto
this territory at the time and for its future, aufte we are living
in today. We do have a debt to our seniors andreldet, in
part, helping them with affordable housing is addieg.

Did we place a priority on second-stage housing?, Ytee
first example of that is what we’'ve done in Watd@ke with
the Help and Hope for Families Society. Did we placprior-
ity in providing housing for single-parent familigs this terri-
tory to give them a basis and foundation to theweanteyond
in addressing their quality of life overall? Yes did that.

Did we sit down with First Nations and share a gigant
investment in affordable housing? Yes, we did. 6fua $50-
million affordable housing investment initiativeyey $30 mil-
lion was directly allocated to First Nations in tiekon, for
First Nations to take on the responsibility of gding afford-
able housing for their citizens.

These are clear examples of linkages to the gomema
plan that the Yukon Party brought to office on Igeglected.
You know, when you consider what has transpiredthie
Yukon for some 17 years before this time — in 200&
Yukon Party was the first government to be re-elédb office
in those 17 years. Well, there is a clear example/tat the
Yukon public thought about the plan and the detitégs to
date during the general election of 2006.

Let me move back to the economics of it all because

frankly, one cornerstone of quality of life — redkass if it's

for those who need assistance for affordable hgusinsocial

assistance or whatever the case may be — onesafdimer-
stones in all of that in delivering programs to aityzenry, in

any jurisdiction, by any government, is to createegonomy
— to create the wealth and the cash flow and tkébése that
assists in creating capacity to provide other @ogr and ser-
vices to citizens. We do have a very good econdragd days
in the Yukon because of the Yukon Party plan. Agogern-

ment, in carrying out that plan, here are soméefinkages by
way of results: the lowest unemployment — now, bwnthe

Leader of the NDP takes exception to repetition euadkes the
inference that if you say it enough it becomes.fact

Well, the fact is that — not by what we’re saying by all
statistics that are gathered by the appropriatec@ge — the
Yukon has the lowest unemployment rate in the aguiihat’s
a significant accomplishment based on a plan. Thdies the
linkage, Mr. Chair.

Furthermore, when you look at what agencies, ssctha
Fraser Institute, are pointing to, there is a reasty the
Yukon is receiving such significant investment ectors like
the mining industry. It's not what we're saying;ist again, a
factual element of what others are saying, not juste in
Yukon, but far beyond our borders, including intgranally.

Furthermore, let’s look at another measurement, Gibie
Yukon has really done well in that regard. It imeasurement
that certainly demonstrates the well-being of amysgliction,
and we have outdistanced the national averagegan We are
one of the leaders in the country when it comeg¢ss domes-
tic product.

Where others were shrinking, the Yukon was growing.

There is another linkage to the plan that the Yulkarty
brought to government and delivered for the Yukablig.
Let's look at cash flow vis-a-vis retail sales. tinis whole
country, year to year, December of 2009 — becahised the
time that we have available data for — to Decemd@tO.
Who is the leader in increase of retail sales eYakon — or
sorry, in Canada? It is the Yukon — 12 percent. Gnawth
factor in retail sales, year over year, 2009-1012spercent.
How does that relate in dollar values? Well, if yoant to
compare a time before the Yukon Party governmemecito
office, the retail sales in this country were sod3&9 million.
Let's look at where they're at as of December o1@20They
are at $576 million. This is indicative of anotHatk to the
plan of creating economic well-being for the Yukmublic.

| could go on at great length, but given the sgiritl the
intent of the Leader of the Third Party’s approdcbould not
concur more.

As | said at the outset, I'm sure that our ministare
standing at the ready to continue with providing tletailed
information that will come out of line-by-line, dapment-by-
department debate. That's what it's all about ancbuldn’t
thank the Leader of the NDP more for the approactaken. It
is indeed quite refreshing.
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Chair:
Committee of the Whole will proceed to general delda \VVote
3, Department of Education. Do members wish a beeéss?

All Hon. Members: Agreed.

Chair:
minutes.

Recess

Chair:
now come to order. The matter before the CommiteBill
No. 24, First Appropriation Act, 2011-12We will now start
with general debate in Department of Education.

Department of Education

Hon. Mr. Rouble:
the 2011-12 budget for the Department of Educationave
quite a few pages of detailed notes that | wouke lio go
through at the beginning in anticipation of beifjeato answer
members’ questions before they're asked in an eftoexpe-
dite the debate for our Assembly.

I'm pleased to say that with this budget — the four
budget in our second mandate — we are continuimggoad
work and creating a better quality of life for Yulars by edu-
cating tomorrow’s citizens so that they can contiébto the
community and to its economy. To that end, we aroreate a
more responsive education system that enablegathérs to
succeed, enhance transitions between differentsl@feeduca-
tion, training and the world of work, and furthezvélop and
maintain meaningful relationships with all partnémseduca-
tion and training.

We are very pleased this year to have a very canepre
sive strategic plan that outlines the goals andripes that
have been identified through the education refomocess,
New Horizons, and that respond to the requiremeiitthe
Auditor General’s report in January 2009. Membeiis necall
receiving a draft of this strategic plan that hasrbwidely dis-
tributed among Yukoners. We've been very pleaseddorpo-
rate their comments and concerns in our plan.

The total budget for the Department of Educatias ylear
is $145,388,000. Before | speak to the numbersnidelkine
2011-12 budget, I'd like to thank all Yukoners fiveir con-
tinuing commitment to education. The DepartmenEdfica-
tion’s main objective is to deliver accessible guelity educa-
tion so learners of all ages can become produatesgonsible
and self-reliant members of our society.

Our vision is for all Yukon people to possess ardef®r
and appreciation of lifelong learning, a strong cgtment to
their community and the knowledge and skills neettetive
meaningful, productive and rewarding lives.

You will see this vision reflected in the Departreri
Education’s programs and in the budget. Educatimyspa
vital role in building Yukon’s workforce and econgrby de-
veloping and enhancing programs and/or resourcesidet
changing educational and labour market needs.

| would like to speak directly to the departmerglan in
the terms of the 2011-12 capital and O&M budgettfa De-

Any further general debate? Seeing nonepartment of Education. First, I'd like to begin dgdressing the

capital portion of this year's budget. The capitaidget for
2011-12 is $9,377,000. The capital budget reflacecrease
from our 2010-11 capital main estimates. This cleasgnainly

Committee of the Whole will recess for 10 due to the completion of some important projectsngu2010-

11.

Both the Yukon student information system and ttesl|
library management system were implemented durdig@211.
The systems were successfully put into place asgbdine De-

Order please. Committee of the Whole will partment of Education’s continued commitment to ithele-

mentation of recommendations from the report of Alitor
General of Canada, which was released at the edarafary
2009.

The completion of both Yukon College campuses durin
2010-11 also reflects our ongoing commitment touems

| rise in the House today to present Yukon College has adequate facilities in the comitres1 I'm

pleased to report that the construction of the Yukipllege

campus in Dawson City will be completed on timee Mukon

College campus in Pelly Crossing should be comgletearly

April 2011. In pursuit of the department’s visiomg are com-
mitted to ensuring that educational facilities mibet needs of
Yukoners and that commitment is very much refledtethis

budget.

The single largest component of this budget is $8e7
million for the F.H. Collins Secondary School regeent.
The building advisory committee, which includesepresenta-
tion from a variety of stakeholder groups and Yulkirst Na-
tions, has worked very hard on this project. Thisding will
continue the design process and begin the sitadtfrcture
work.

The Department of Education is also seeking fundarg
other capital projects to help maintain other puisichool fa-
cilities. $952,000 is being requested for roof repat various
schools. For general site improvement, recreatmrekbpment
and soccer field repairs throughout Yukon schabis,depart-
ment is requesting $506,000.

For ongoing routine projects such as school-imtiateno-
vations, various school facilities’ renovations,ddor air-
quality improvements and capital maintenance repé#ire de-
partment is requesting $2,408,000. Also under ocapital
budget, the Department of Education is requestingd$ to
support our instructional programs. $898,000 isuested to
support the school-based information technologggm. This
funding will be used to purchase computer hardwsoéware,
network infrastructure upgrades and associatedicolum
software upgrades for a variety of Yukon schoo#355000 is
requested to purchase school-based equipment, 25600 is
requested to continue to support distance educafithrere our
school populations are small, distance educatiahtanhnol-
ogy-assisted learning can help to ensure that stadee able
to enroll in courses they need to make their ddgnansition to
post-secondary education.

Video conferencing access is available in schoolsli
communities. The importance of information to conmication
technologies in education is increasing and vidatfarencing
ensures equity of access for all our communitidge govern-
ment is also committed to continuing its support l&bour-
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market development in the territory. That suppsréxpressed
in the capital expenditures for an information systrequired
to administer the Canada-Yukon labour market agestm
Under the Canada-Yukon labour market developmenteag
ment, Government of Yukon is now overseeing agsigtgro-

grams that will help prepare employment insurariwnts for

new jobs. By assuming responsibility for these paots, Gov-
ernment of Yukon is now better positioned to worihwour

stakeholders and match our skills development rogrwith

our economic agenda and prepare Yukoners for Ywaapor-

tunities.

As part of that agreement, Canada has agreed tbthe
development and implementation of information systere-
quired for the delivery of its benefits and measurghe de-
partment is requesting $800,000 for the AdvancedcBtion
branch to continue the development of this caseagement
and information system. The most significant benefi the
information system is that it will allow Yukon tamply with
the information exchange as outlined in the agregme

It will also allow Yukon to analyze the effectivesseof the
employment benefits and support measures beingemmgtted
under this agreement.

The 2011-12 operation and maintenance budget wél s
continuing support for several initiatives, as waslsupport for
labour market activities in Yukon. The most impattavork at
the Department of Education is to ensure that alkoners
have the skills and education they need to sugpeit families
and to participate fully in their communities andrikplace.

The $136,011,000 is dedicated to the DepartmerftdofF
cation under this year’s operation and maintendecel. Be-
fore | go into the operation and maintenance budgeany de-
tail, I'd like to give members opposite an oppoitynf they
have any other questions regarding the overalliorisyision,
goals, purpose or some of the capital expenditimeshe
budget, and also to hopefully to clear my throbita

Mr. Fairclough: I do have questions for the minister
in regard to the Education budget. | would liketbank the
officials for providing information during the buegbriefing in
Department of Education and also to thank thent&mng here,
assisting the minister, and ensuring that we doehalV the
proper information coming forward.

We have had many questions during the briefinge I'v
asked the minister in Question Period about F.HlifGoSec-
ondary School. It is a capital project that | thitile general
public is quite interested in. I've asked many dues of the
minister about the involvement of parents and tkieegal pub-
lic, when it comes to the design and the runningdfcation in
their communities and in their school. Unfortungtéthe minis-
ter didn't act on that. Parents want to have aodvottip ap-
proach when it comes to education.

| was fully recognized in the education reform patjand
consultation that took place. | asked the ministeensure that
the consultation on the whole issue of governanes @ be
fully part of the education reform project. Befdhe minister
could even defend that, the Premier got up andtkaidho, it's
not part of that; that discussion is not going éoaypart of the
education reform project at all — overruling thenisier, the

whole process, frustrating parents and the gerperbalic. I'm
sure that the minister felt it tremendously. Theolehissue
came from whether or not this government was gtindo a
review of theEducation Actat all, since by law they were sup-
posed to do it. This minister and that governmexvetfailed to
do it in the last nine and a half years. They'veaneprovided
one to the House. The previous Education ministeuzzled
by that, but I'm sure we’ve asked him many questionregard
to this and he failed to answer.

The fact of the matter is that the Premier congblthis
process. It's one | hear the Yukon Party talk abteldt over
the past years — following due process — but is taise they
did not. When it came to the issue of governandechvwas a
big issue particularly with First Nations, the Premkicked it
off the discussion when it came to education reform

I'm sure the Minister of Education was not happypuatht;
I'm sure there was a lot of a discussion withinazeuwith his
team on this matter. We went from needing and lgaténdo
the Education Actreview to going into the education reform
process. Years have gone by, a lot of money has fgent on
this process, and now the minister is bringing fmavNew
Horizons. I'm sure he has another name for somgtleise
beyond the horizon of New Horizons. I'm sure thfathe min-
ister had the opportunity, we would be seeing agrottocu-
ment by the minister, but it's not going to happeecause he'll
be voted out of office by that time.

He can be asking questions from the opposition. Sitde
general public has been frustrated; a bottom-uprogmh is
what they wanted to see. A prime example was wheretwas
a demonstration outside of this House, with theviptes Edu-
cation minister, about the involvement of grasssopeople,
community people; that minister did not allow it @ppen
fully, and those were pretty descriptive signsihk the minis-
ters could all recall outside of this House — itswa the pa-
pers — and that was the approach that the Yukoty Baw-
ernment took with the general public and commusit@ed it
hasn’t changed. That whole approach has not changbdhe
Yukon Party government, and to this day it stikes place.
They make a decision and say, “How do you like o&/?
That's the approach of the Yukon Party governmerat they
on that side of the House are all proud of thatess. But do
you know, they do not say that in the House hdig.always
pointing fingers at others to blame for what totdcp.

Here, the minister promised the public, the stuslepar-
ents and teachers that there will be a $24.4-millioe item in
the budget that we're debating today for replacenoéri-.H.
Collins school. Well, it didn’'t happen. The ministuld use
all the excuses he wants. He says he wants tahakelow. Of
course he’s going to take this slow. The thingtis,not going
to happen under this minister. That school will hetbuilt un-
der this minister and a tender for the contract mot happen
under the Yukon Party government. It's funny howattline
item — or that commitment — that was taken off \wasr $20
million. It's just the amount that the Yukon Partgeded to
balance their budget.

What happened in Management Board? What happened at

the Cabinet table? Where was the minister for thenqs, the
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teachers and the commitment he made just sevenathsiago
in this House? What happened then? Now we’ve sebkasic
reduction in the commitment to the replacement.sf. Eollins
Secondary School.

They are still in the design and architectural phakthis
project and the minister is singing a differenteurow than he
was four months ago. It is very much recognized rwitee
school council is not even informed. The ministengn part-
ners in education were not even informed of thigyeNell,
they are informed now and, from what | recall, tivegre in-
formed through the media. The minister should Haken that
initiative and at least talked with his partnersenfucation and
ensured that they at least had the informationigeal/to them.
It was interesting to read the comments in thellpaper about
this minister's partners in education not beinginied about
this.

What we have now is what | would say is a majoriteap
project here in Whitehorse that would definitelynbt the
community a lot.

We would see parents and teachers involved ingros
ject, as we see them involved in the design. We dnaal stu-
dents who wanted to be able to graduate from tHe €Eollins
newly built school. The minister put it off. That'®t surpris-
ing, seeing as how the Yukon Party takes its timédilding
capital projects in this territory. The Carmackhad is a
prime example. We're still not finished it. How nyayears do
we have to ask questions of the minister beforesee the
completion of this school, which includes the sdlgrounds?

The minister is going to say, “We’re going to take time
and plan this project right.” That's what he’s gpito say, but
how does he explain the health care centres in WWatske
and Dawson? They've gone from $5 million to $25ligmil.
There was no asking of professionals in that cisere was no
asking anybody about whether or not the communitgne
wanted something like this. Now the hospital coluédve been
as simple a thing as a replacement for those cornti@sinbut
no. They took a different approach and it wasnthwhe in-
volvement of the people at all. That's the YukomtyPaay.

When we're talking about a budget that's on therflof
this House right now, the Premier talked a lot athamw —

Chair:
rise and report progress.

Speaker resumes the Chair

Speaker: I will now call the House to order. May the
House have a report from the Chair of Committeettwf
Whole?

Chair’s report

Mr. Nordick: Committee of the Whole has consid-
ered Bill No. 24,First Appropriation Act, 2011-12and di-
rected me to report progress.

Speaker: You've heard the report from the Chair of
Committee of the Whole. Are you agreed?

Some Hon. Members:  Agreed.

Speaker: | declare the report carried.

Order please. Seeing the time, the Chair will

The time being 5:30 p.m., this House now stands ad-

journed until 1:00 p.m. tomorrow.

The House adjourned at 5:31 p.m.



