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Yukon Legislative Assembly
Whitehorse, Yukon
Thursday, March 3, 2011 — 1:00 p.m.

Speaker: I will now call the House to order. We will
proceed at this time with prayers.

Prayers
DAILY ROUTINE

Speaker:  We will proceed at this time with the Order
Paper.

Tributes.

INTRODUCTION OF VISITORS

Ms. Hanson: Before | offer a tribute today, I'd like
to introduce visitors to this House. I'd like tatioduce Betty
Irwin, one of the founding members of Yukon Women i
Trades and Technology, currently the secretary, andty
councillor; Lynn Lebarge, who is the vice-presidefntyukon
Women in Trades and Technology, and Patricia Gynigo is
the program coordinator. Join us in welcoming themthe
House.

Applause
TRIBUTES

In recognition of Yukon Women in Trades and Tech-
nology 10 ™ anniversary

Ms. Hanson:
behalf of the New Democratic Party caucus to pisyte to the
10" anniversary of Yukon Women in Trades and Technglog
which will take place tomorrow. YWITT, or Yukon Wan in
Trades and Technology, is presenting a trades rcéageto

a thing of the past. The problem is one of pubtiuation and
perception.

This is where Yukon Women in Trades and Technology,
and other similar organizations, are invaluablem8aurrent
activities include the annual Young Women Explorifrgdes
Conference, hands-on experience in carpentry, redaktsheet
metal, welding and professional painting, and comibyu
school visits to do workshops for girls in gradeto3. They
also sponsor a bursary for two women per year ¢inba con-
tinue an apprenticeship.

Yukon Women in Trades and Technology believes that
gender should not be a barrier to pursuing oppaisnin a
workplace that needs highly skilled and technolalijdliterate
employees. With a diverse economy, supports ineitheca-
tional system, adequate planning on the social feidéexible
daycare and equitable wages, Yukon women are ptispldy
a significant role in the many trades that areftumdations of
Yukon’s emerging economy.

Hon. Ms. Horne: | rise today to pay tribute to Yukon
Women in Trades and Technology, or YWITT. YWITTads
education and advocacy organization dedicated ¢onpting
and assisting in the recruitment, training and rm&ba of
women in the skilled trades and technology sectors.

YWITT was founded on the experiences of women work-
ing in the trades or who have tried to enter thdes but found
they faced barriers that men do not — discrimirmatioward
women doing “men’s work”, few role models, emplag/emtti-

It is with great pleasure that | rise on tudes and a lack of information about work tracegéneral.

Women make up nearly half the Yukon’s paid labour
force, but tend to be concentrated in lower payolgs. | want
to ensure that women of all ages are aware thatskiiked
trades have high hourly wages and that it is ptesgi earn

celebrate their 10anniversary, which will be attended by over while you learn. This information will help conttite to their

60 young women.

making choices that will enhance their life skillsd employ-

Women who consider careers or education in theesrad ability. YWITT believes that gender should not bearier to

face barriers that men do not. Whether we like nat, there is
still discrimination toward women doing what is ditgonally

considered men’s work. There are few women role et®ih

trades and technological careers to encourage yguig)to

consider trades and technology work. Although apizeship
programs have nearly doubled in popularity in Caniacthe 10
years since the beginning of YWITT, the proportadnvomen
in major trade groups is very low, between onetarapercent
across Canada.

Women make up about 11 percent of total apprertipss
but they are concentrated in traditionally femadenthated
industries, such as hairstyling and food serviedgre there is
about 80 percent women. There is always the need $ocial
network in any career. Because there are few womethe
trades, women are concerned about how they arg goifit in
with “the boys”. So it is a catch-22 — women widel more
comfortable entering non-traditional industries wtthere are
more women in non-traditional industries.

The low numbers of women in trades and technolegyoi
longer a problem of brute strength. Many trades enage of
new technologies, such as computers, that makelenpswer

pursuing opportunities in a workplace that needslyi skilled
and technologically literate employees. The godl&WITT

are to increase the participation of women in welfing, in-
demand and respected trades and technology jobsggtnron-
going projects and workshops. These projects andkshops
are designed by women for women, thus exposing tioetihe
lucrative and exciting fields of trades.

To that end, YWITT is presenting a one-day confeeen
tomorrow called, “Discover Your Future”. “Discovefour
Future” is an inspirational career fair for graderdd 10 girls
from Whitehorse and rural communities to encouridigen to
continue studies in math and sciences. The onehai@yactive
conference provides hands-on workshops in vocatieesling
science and math skills. It also provides role nederough
women working with math and science in their preiess.
“Discover Your Future” at Yukon College will pregework-
shops on carpentry, culinary skills and geologyerehwill also
be a geomatics workshop that involves a treasurg tising
GPS.

Please join me in praising Betty Irwin and staffr fo
YWITT’s continuing effort to encourage women andlgio-
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ward lucrative and rewarding careers. Gunilschigtank you,
Mr. Speaker.

Speaker:  Introduction of visitors.
Returns or documents for tabling.
Reports of committees.

Are there any petitions?

Are there any bills to be introduced?
Are there notices of motion?

NOTICES OF MOTION
Mr. Fairclough: | give notice of the following motion:

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon te en

sure the promised education campaign regardintgtislative
ban on the use of handheld electronic devices vdrileng be
in place prior to April 1, 2011. The education caigm should
include, but not be limited to:

(1) signs being posted at visitor entry points néoiim
drivers of the ban;

(2) a banned devices list;

(3) a permitted devices list;

(4) restrictions for graduated driver’s licencedwt; and

(5) information on the use of electronic devicesdbiyers
being permitted if vehicles are parked legally aately.

Ms. Hanson: | give notice of the following motion:

(2) make rules to prevent all senators from fursingi for
political parties; and

(3) stage a referendum on whether the Senate shmmuld
abolished.

Mr. Cathers:
ing motion:

THAT this House urges the Leader of the Liberaltyty
explain his party’s new position on the increas¢éht® medical
travel subsidy implemented in July 1, 2006, inahgdi

(1) why the Liberals supported the increase anc ésed
to claim it was their idea, but now oppose theéase;

(2) whether a Liberal government would have triedise
the medical travel fund portion of the territorlaalth access
fund and the territorial health system sustainghitiitiative to
fund something other than medical travel, or ifithuld have
sent the cheque back to Ottawa unspent;

(3) if elected to government, whether the Liberalrti?
plans to roll back the out-of-territory travel sidysfrom its
current level of $75 per day starting on the seaeny of travel
to the previous level of $30 per day starting o fiburth day
of travel, or eliminate the subsidy completely; and

(4) if elected to government, whether the Liberalrtj?
plans to roll back the mileage subsidy for traweni rural
Yukon for medical purposes from its current levEB6 cents
per kilometre to the previous level of 18.5 cergs kilometre

| rise today to give notice of the follow-

THAT this House urges the Yukon government to shower eliminate the subsidy completely.

strong leadership toward women’s participationredées and
technology by:

(1) ensuring legislative employment equity prinesplin
recruitment and selection, training, career develep and
promotions, terminations and layoffs;

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

Speaker’s statement
Speaker: Before | go on, every member has a right in
this House to speak without being harassed by atteenbers.

(2) mounting public awareness and acknowledgement p Please keep that in mind.

grams of the valuable services that tradespeophaqw;

(3) increase funding for educational programs toenage
women and girls to consider non-traditional tragyiand

(4) work with the private sector to encourage aitp@s
approach to training and hiring women in non-triadil posi-
tions in order to achieve an equitable presenagoofien in the
industrial trades.

Further, | give notice of the following motion:

Is there a statement by a minister?
This then brings us to Question Period.

QUESTION PERIOD

Questionre:  Emergency medical services building

Mr. Elias: Last month, the Minister of Community
Services told us about a new emergency medicalicgsrv
building that this government is in the processli@feloping at
the top of Two Mile Hill. The budget documents fhis build-

WHEREAS, while in opposition, Prime Minister Stephe ing say it will cost taxpayers $8.7 million overdwears. Will

Harper called the Canadian Senate, “a relic ofl8fecentury”;

the minister confirm that the total cost of the nEMS build-

WHEREAS Prime Minister Stephen Harper vowed that ifing is the amount that is reflected in the budgetsnents?

he ever became Prime Minister, he would not appgietected
senators, but broke that promise within weeks @fdelected;

Hon. Mr. Lang: Yes, we are building a new EMS
building at the top of Two Mile Hill and, yes, wee budg-

WHEREAS the Senate’s Conservative majority recentlyeted for it.

defeated theClimate Change Accountability Act, which had
been passed by elected Members of Parliament;

Mr. Elias: He didn’t answer the question. When this
government brought forward the idea of developingeav

WHEREAS both the Liberals and the ConservativesEMS building, it did so as a 2006 campaign promisea

stacked the Senate to maintain a grip on power; and

Yukon Party campaign release from October 4, 200&nré

THAT this House supports the proposals by the fader I'll file that now — the Premier stated: “A re-eted Yukon

NDP to:
(1) remove all failed candidates and party insidienn the
Senate;

Party government will move quickly to advance anjgblan-
ning initiative with the City of Whitehorse to codate emer-
gency medical services and city fire response sesviThe
purpose would be to reduce response times and iraptite
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broad range of emergency services by realizingiefities in a
shared facility.” This government has neither mogattkly on
this, nor has it included the City of Whitehorsetiplan.

Why did the government not work with the City of iéh
horse in developing a joint EMS building, as oraip
planned?

Hon. Mr. Lang:
ment at the top of the Two Mile Hill to service tigeowing
population on the north highway and into the suisitims on
Hamilton Boulevard. We do have a presence on tdhefTwo
Mile Hill. We are building a new EMS building ondation
there and it is in the budget.

Mr. Elias:
cient use of taxpayers’ dollars. The Yukon Partg baoken
promises before and they will do it again. The demfact of
the matter is this: in this year's budget thera i®tal of $8.7
million, but they don’t tell us if that's the totabst.

It would have been more cost-effective to put eraecy
medical services, the ambulance building and thefire hall,
or the public safety building, in one location. Nofukoners
are going to have to pay for two buildings instefdne. On
top of this, the Yukon Party promised to move glyiakn this
and they haven't.

Why does this government always take the pathishiagst
for the Yukon Party and not the path that’s bestviokoners?

Hon. Mr. Lang:
on integrating EMO — Emergency Measures Organinatio
and Wildland Fire Management, and that's exactly wie're
building the new ambulance investment on top offive Mile
Hill. It will be integrated with the EMO and Wildha Fire
Management, and it's the best bang for the buckhfertaxpay-
ers of the Yukon.

Question re:  Whitehorse Correctional Centre,
rebuild budget

Mr. Inverarity:
Justice. It's on the cost overruns of the new atiwes centre.
This is a major initiative of her department, afmd kure she
can answer the questions.

The minister insists the project is on time andadget. A
Vancouver architect has been working on the prdj@csev-
eral years and the contract for designing the newdibg con-
tinues to rise year after year. It started at $300,and now sits
at $1.8 million.

The new corrections centre was announced by this go
ernment with a $67-million budget. We don't belighe gov-
ernment will meet this target. The Auditor GeneshiCanada
has been very critical of how this government masalgrge
projects, and with good reason. The project is rapproxi-
mately 80 percent complete. How much of the $6T7ionil

There is already an EMS detach- budget has already been spent?

Hon. Mr. Lang: As | said before, Property Manage-
ment is overseeing the project for the Justice deant. At
this moment, | am informed that it is on time. &cf, it is a bit
ahead of time, Mr. Speaker, and it's on budget.

Mr. Inverarity: Once again, the question isn’'t an-

This is about broken promises and the effi-swered and it isn't answered by the Minister oftides In re-

cent briefings, officials confirmed that there ateanges being
made all the way along during the constructionhef hew fa-
cility. They also told us there are negotiationsdexide who
will pay for these changes. Yukoners don’t truss thovern-
ment to manage capital projects and we've seeregrajfter
project go over budget, and this will be one ofbiggest.

When are these additional costs going to be addedet
$67-million budget?

Hon. Mr. Lang: We don’t want to turn the clock
back to the members opposite on their managemernheof
power line between Mayo and Dawson, lest we forget.

I'm saying to the House here today that the projetich

We did work with our stakeholders is the responsibility of the Department of Highwaysl Public

Works to oversee for the Department of Justicenisime and
on budget.

Questionre:  Women in trades and technology

Ms. Hanson: Today we paid tribute to Yukon
Women in Trades and Technology. Tomorrow they'lbibieg-
ing together over 60 girls from all over the Yuktm White-
horse to attend the Discover Your Future Careear. Faey will
learn that training and working in the trades aachhology

| have a question for the Minister of field requires a facility in math and science. Yokachieve-

ment tests have shown that our school system amulzktter in
these areas. They are not subject areas thatageleften en-
couraged to succeed in.

Can the minister assure us that there are suffigieo-
grams for girls in the school system, especiallyural Yukon,
to acquire the necessary skills to enter tradegestthology?

Hon. Mr. Rouble: The Government of Yukon takes
pride in the work that our teachers do, whethés it the City

The reason it keeps changing is because the goeatnm of Whitehorse or throughout the communities arothedterri-

began construction on the new facility without mayvia final
design in place. Will the Minister of Justice confithat the
project was started with no final design in plaaed that the
design contract is now close to $2 million?

Hon. Mr. Lang:
Centre is on time and on budget, regardless ofirtember’s
comments on the floor this afternoon. Property Mgemaent
oversees it for the Justice department. It is oretand it is on
budget.

Mr. Inverarity:
Minister of Justice refuses to be accountable f§6&-million
project that’s in her department’s name.

tory. We have a wide variety of different math paogs, dif-
ferent literacy programs throughout our public s#hgystem,
as well as in the high school system, to ensurethieae are a
variety of different skill levels or different imsity levels of

The new Whitehorse Correctional education.

Also, members will remember that it was in one af o
previous budgets where we increased expendituresxfeeri-
ential learning and for vocational learning, andweecarried
those expenditures through. We'll see those inhiindget de-

It is very disappointing to see that the bate later today, and I trust we'll see supponnfrall members

for the budget when they pay for all the great paiots that we
have in education here in the territory.
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Ms. Hanson:
skilled trades. They make up only 11 percent ofttital ap-
prenticeships completed across Canada. Most oéthosbers
are highly concentrated in traditionally female-doated in-
dustries, such as hairstyling and food service$adt, only 0.1
percent of people certified in the constructiomésare women
and 0.8 percent of people certified in the automeotiades are
women. Statistics are only slightly higher in the&kén for
women training and working in trades and technology

Can the minister tell us what he is doing, apavtfrthe
school system, to encourage girls and women to pele in
careers in the trades and technology fields?

Hon. Mr. Rouble:
a number of different programs that are going otside of the
school system. They include support for Yukon Wonien
Trades and Technology, which this government hapated
for years, and | expect will continue to do soyears. There is
work with Skills Canada Yukon and the great wor&tttihey do
not only here in Whitehorse, but throughout theittany.

For the member opposite, we have seen the numisgr-of
prentices in the territory grow by leaps and bouimdsecent
years. We have gone from some 200 apprentices plecofi
years to now having over 460 apprentices, of whiethave —
let's see there are 37 people of female gendeointraditional
trades. We have 49 women registered as bakerserntarp,
electricians, cooks, industrial electricians, ailrfeer mechan-
ics, painters, decorators, parts people, plumbersthere are
six sheet-metal workers — sprinkler-system instajleand
welders. | should add one of the welders has rehe Yukon
proud at a recent Skills Canada competition whére was
again an award winner.

Mr. Speaker, we have a wide variety of programs the
Government of Yukon will support, not only througduca-
tion, but through Community Services and the Worsditec-
torate. We want to encourage all Yukoners to becaththat
they can be and prepare Yukoners for Yukon opparéisn

Ms. Hanson:
that. The New Democrats do believe in planning @mgaring
for the future, and we believe this governmentugtipg a lot
of its faith in a bright new future, primarily fosed on mining.
Many women and men in the Yukon look forward to kitog
for the new mines that may open soon. As we amieiphe
riches that will flow, the Yukon must begin nowgat in place
both the training and the support systems that aliitiw Yuk-
oners to fully participate and benefit from a grogveconomy.

Women have a proven track record across the war&for

Yukon needs to ensure that women can be full pegtimethe
economy by recognizing the need for and supplylexitile
daycare arrangements for those who must do shifk.wal-
though it may seem obvious, there is still a nemdefjuitable
wage regulations allowing women to earn equal mayefjual
work. What is this government doing to preparetfa neces-
sary changes across the board to make sure allnéukaan
benefit from the new job opportunities it claimg gust around
the corner?

Hon. Mr. Rouble:
vide the member opposite with a number of differiritia-

Mr. Speaker, we certainly do support

Mr. Speaker, | am pleased to pro-

Women are marginalized in most tives. It's all part of the Yukon Party’s vision @ireparing

Yukoners for Yukon opportunities. We just havedket a look
at the Yukon student grant. When we took officat thas in-
creased and indexed.

We then took a look at the programs offered at Yukol-
lege — we've seen those increased. We've seen theryY
College now empowered to become a degree-grantistgu-
tion. We've seen additional residences built at dulCollege.
Those are family residences to encourage peopte ¥okon’s
communities who might have kids — and | think tfels into
the category the member opposite is talking aboutb-eome
to Whitehorse and be provided with accommodatiorthe

That is a great question. There arethey can conduct their studies.

As well, this Yukon Party government has workedhtite
federal government and Yukon College to re-builchpases in
Pelly Crossing and Dawson City so people don’t havieave
their community in order to further their educatiés well, the
government will continue to work with other orgaatinns like
the Yukon Mine Training Association, which is a grergani-
zation brought together by First Nations and industnd with
the support of the federal government, to prepaeple for
many opportunities.

The Government of Yukon sees a bright future aluéac
and the people of the Yukon are certainly the fatioth for
that. We have certainly made education, training) skills de-
velopment an important part of our platform, andsitsome-
thing we will continue to work toward and put etband en-
ergy into.

Question re:

Ms. Hanson:
creasing frequency, we are seeing that shipmenfisoof don’t
make it up the Alaska Highway. The result is tHare are
limited food supplies on the shelves of local sopakets. In
the past, more food was stockpiled in the Yukoloeal ware-
houses.

Today, most of our food is shipped up in trucksrgve/o
or three days in the “just in time” kind of supgipain. This
approach means we're always vulnerable in the edetthere
are delays in that supply chain. Has the Yukon guwent
explored this issue with food retailers?

Hon. Mr. Lang: We have a very extensive highway
system throughout the territory, and that’s onéhef gifts the
Yukon has. Most of our communities are accesseldidggyway
traffic and that certainly benefits all our Yukoonemunities,
except for Old Crow, of course. But we certainlyriwavith all
our partners and we try to minimize any issues aselon our
highway system, but certainly there are incidenteng trucks
are limited coming in the territory, but never oy length of
time.

Ms. Hanson:
a conversation about local food self-sufficiencye Believe the
government should be talking to food retailersgtowers, to
citizens about how prepared we are for gaps irstipply chain
in an emergency sense and how we make the tranddi@
society that is less dependent on importing foodhffar away.
It's absolutely vital from a public health perspeet not to
mention from an energy and climate change persmpecte

Food production

Over the Christmas season and with in-

The NDP believes that we need to start
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know that many Yukon communities do localized disas
planning — say, if there’'s a power outage or péatrglane
crash or major contaminant spill.

The Government of Yukon will continue to work with
farmers in the territory, whether it is through tbemmunity
development fund or whether it is through the Dapant of

But does the Yukon have a comprehensive plan in thEnergy, Mines and Resources, to ensure that we aayrew-

event that there is a longer gap in food shipments?

Hon. Mr. Rouble: The Department of Energy, Mines
and Resources, and, in particular, the Agriculhmanch, plays
a very important role in this. We believe in reciagmy the
resources that we have here in the territory andmiaing the
use of them. One of those ways is, of course, toease the
products in our agriculture industry — whether ¥hdtom
commercial farmers, whether that's from market gasdor
whether that’s assisting Yukoners to grow their gaduce.

One of the ways that we can decrease the reliancait
side shipments of foods is by producing more. Wg bave to
look back 100 years ago to the area of Dawson ¢otlsat a
great majority of Yukon’s food was produced herdhe terri-
tory.

We'll continue to work with organizations like th&ukon
Agricultural Association, with the Yukon organicogvers —
the growers of organics — I'm trying to remembegitlgoofy
acronym, if you'll excuse me — but organizationstsas that
in order to help promote sustainable farming haeréhe terri-
tory, to increase the number of products that wes lzavailable,
whether they're potatoes or vegetables or somenhefather
staples that we’'ve seen grown here in the territBaymers are
an important part of the future and the governmititcon-
tinue to work with them.

Ms. Hanson: In fact, only one percent of the food we
consume in the Yukon is grown or raised here. e ext-
tremely dependent on shipping from down south. @B&=®s in
Whitehorse are $1.25 a litre — more in the comniesiit— and
they are expected to rise more. This will have raadiimpact
on the price of food. There is a growing movemastthe min-
ister has acknowledged, of Yukoners who are lookihgpow
we build food self-sufficiency and resiliency. | wd like to
know from the minister what concrete measures tuwiisg to
not only assist in the nurturing of this growing vement to
grow our own food, but the storage and distributidrthose
foods.

Hon. Mr. Rouble: There are a number of different
programs within the Department of Energy, Mines &et
sources and, in particular, our Agriculture branthere are
programs in our Growing Forward fund that are alsoe in
conjunction with the federal government to provasistance
to Yukon’s farmers to do things like — potato sige is one
example | can think of. Another example is the wtrat the
government did with the mobile abattoir to ensina hot only
are we working on some of the growing industrieg,dso that
we have beef or chicken opportunities as well —thstd we can
diversify our farm ventures that are out there.féat, the
Yukon Agricultural Association has a conferencengodn this
weekend, and | expect many of these different dppdres
will be discussed with them, and some of the wags e can
overcome some of the challenges that we face etk of 60
in the preparation of agricultural products.

ing economy.

Questionre:  RCMP funding

Mr. Inverarity: The Minister of Justice has repeatedly
expressed her concern for victims of crime, esjigciéolent
crime against women. The minister has also repsatéaimed
that the major crimes unit is adequately fundederélare still a
number of serious crimes that remain unsolved énttbkon. |
asked the minister last fall to ensure that thees wdequate
funding, but | see that there was no additionadfug money
in the budget to specifically address these oudstgrissues.

Does the minister expect these unsolved crimeseto b
solved without adequate funding?

Hon. Ms. Horne: As | said in this House before, we
cover expenses as the RCMP puts them through. giveyus
an annual amount of funding they require and weecahose
expenses after we go over them. For any unsohietesrin the
Yukon, as I've said before, all these files ar# atitive. We do
not underfund the RCMP when it comes to investoyeti

Mr. Inverarity: This is a serious issue. Yukoners want
to know that their communities are safe. The lemetl asked
the minister about this issue, she said, “I feal bukon citi-
zens do feel safe with this government in contrdh& minister
should tell that to the friends and families of thetims, who
are still waiting for justice. Some of the majomees in Yukon
have gone unsolved for years.

The problem is there’s not enough funding to ingede
all the outstanding major crimes. The ministerlisaly aware
of that. What's the plan to solve these seriousesi if the in-
vestigations are not going to be adequately funded?

Hon. Ms. Horne: As | said a few minutes ago, we
cover costs for any investigations that are unsblves very
important to this government. We have the Womeriteddor-
ate and we advocate for non-violence toward wonitight
across Canada, we work with the women’s groups.rindst
cut down violence against women. We must have dguar
women.

The member can rest assured that the RCMP ardnstill
vestigating these unsolved crimes. They are siiva and they
work on them and we fund them when required.

Mr. Inverarity: This is not the first time | have raised
concerns about unsolved major crimes in the Yuloast
summer | wrote the minister asking her to review thnding
available for solving the outstanding major crimbst still
remain unsolved. | have asked the minister questiand
voiced my concerns in debate. In every respongentimister
has flatly denied that there is anything to be eoned about.
Why is this minister so confident that she canrgsults — that
is, major crimes solved — using the same resouacesthe
same tactics that haven't solved them in the past?

Hon. Ms. Horne: It doesn’t take a letter from the op-
position for us to work on unsolved crime or to\pde funding
to the RCMP. | have regular meetings with the comaivag
officer of M Division, and | have spoken to the alved major
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crimes department. | can assure the member oppbaitevery
time the RCMP has approached us for additional igndo

conduct major investigations, we have responde@nl assure
the member opposite that the investigation into é\r@arlick’s

death is ongoing. It is open. It concerns us jgsinach as the
opposition. We want these unsolved crimes solved. Wdnt

the families to have consolation that they havenbgelved.

They are active, | assure the member opposite.

Questionre:  RCMP funding

Mr. Inverarity: I would like to follow up on the pre-
vious question, and | am glad the minister is felfty along in
the terms of the other side of this issue, whiamosnecessarily
just money.

Victims of crimes are still waiting for resolutido some
of the worst unsolved crimes in the Yukon. The Miei of
Justice has repeatedly expressed her concerns aflment
crimes against women. Unfortunately, there aré atilumber
of violent crimes against women that remain ungblire the
Yukon. The Justice minister says she is concerhad sure
that Yukoners who have been waiting for justice foany
years will take comfort in the minister's commenfthke friends
and families of the victims of those unsolved cinirave been
waiting a long time for closure. All Yukoners arffeated by
this; these crimes need to be solved and the &ustinister
needs to take the lead.

What is the minister's plan for solving these oasting,
serious crimes?

Hon. Ms. Horne: The Minister of Justice does not
solve these crimes. It is the RCMP that investigatemes.
One of the reasons this government has workedligemlily to
develop theVictims of Crime Act andVictims of Crime Srategy
is to work with these people, the families who halve un-
solved crimes. That is why we work so hard. We suppur
national counterparts. We fund the national SisterSpirit
project. While it is unfortunate that these crinhese not been
solved, | can assure the member opposite the RGMWINg
its diligent work on these unsolved cases.

Mr. Inverarity: It's very difficult to feel safe in the
face of all these unsolved serious crimes. Somth@fmajor
crimes in the Yukon have gone unsolved for yeah® [bnger
these serious crimes remain unsolved, the hardefat people
who have to deal with the enormous loss and uriogytaVic-
tims of crime do not need to be further victimizedfear and
uncertainty that a serious offender has not beengttt to jus-
tice.

This is a serious Justice issue and we need a teninis
take it seriously. When will she bring forward aplto solve
all the outstanding serious crimes in the Yukon?

Hon. Ms. Horne: | don’t know how to reiterate that
we do provide the funding for investigations.

We are concerned. We work with our national coyags
for the safety of victims. | just don't know whalse to say.
The RCMP are doing their work and the protectioryokon-
ers is of utmost importance to this government. &kée work-
ing diligently to ensure that Yukoners can feelesaf their
homes and their communities.

Mr. Inverarity: The minister has a serious role to play
in this issue. I've written letters; I've asked gtiens and I've
voiced my concerns in debate. The minister hasyfldnied
that there is anything she can do, other than heeroed about
it. I don’t know what more | can do to get the rsber to give
this issue the seriousness that it deserves. $¢sfubly states
that Yukoners feel safe and this government isoimrol. Well,
I'm not so sure.

I know this is not an easy issue to deal with,thetminis-
ter's denials are not helping. The unsolved majgmes in
Yukon need to be moved up on the minister’s prydigt and
acted on. When will the minister drop the denial ake some
action on this issue?

Hon. Mr. Fentie: What we are witnessing here is
really quite astounding. The Member for Porter €r&suth
has just implied that the Minister of Justice isigag some-
thing, and that’s not what the minister has respdndith at
all.

We have a very detailed, complex and significaneeg
ment with the RCMP, the police force of record harehe
Yukon, which is conducting all investigations. lefust ex-
pand this a little bit. You know, the RCMP do hawesolved
crimes. Do you know the FBI has unsolved crimes@ti&aed
Yard has unsolved crimes. Interpol has unsolvechesi The
DEA has unsolved crimes. The ATS has unsolved @ime
That's why we have a police force and that’s whyhaee the
agreement that we do with the RCMP — to keep ingathg
unsolved crimes.

Questionre:  Energy policy

Ms. Hanson: The NDP understands that it is ulti-
mately taxpayers and ratepayers and the environthahtpay
for the decisions about our energy resources, tasdhe future
generations who will live with the consequences2099 the
government launched a consultation on independemtep
production, after the Mineral Advisory Board sugegeisit do
so, and enable private companies like mines tobleeta gen-
erate power and sell it back to the grid. The NRRigipated
in the consultation, and we also held a public ingebn the
topic. In May of last year, the government saidv@uld bring
forward its independent power production policy farther
review and consultation in a few months. It is wadst a few
months.

Can the minister provide an update? When will thblig
be able to see and comment on the draft indeperammér
production policy?

Hon. Mr. Rouble: The energy strategy for Yukon was
released in January 2009, and it provides a foumdatbout
many of these different issues. It goes into issweh as alter-
native methods of electrical generation, of powaregation —
additionally, looking at other options, such as metering and
independent power production. We've also made antom
ment to come forward with additional information bath of
these areas of issue and to develop policies artherd. The
issue that is currently on the table, or at leastfor public
consultation now, is the one of net metering. T&ian impor-
tant issue that allows homeowners or small powersus gen-
erate their own renewable energy and then provideinto the
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grid system when they have a surplus of it. Thdicpas out

for public consultation currently. | look forward hearing the
constructive criticisms from members opposite at tine and,
additionally, the good ideas coming forward from kgno's

public.

We will also be launching the independent powedpos
tion policy in the short term, once our other pplissues have
had a chance to go through some of the public dtatigun and
to get feedback from Yukoners.

Ms. Hanson:
use of local renewable sources of energy, suchmeadl-scale
hydro, geothermal, solar, wind and biomass, andesd that
we must reduce greenhouse gas emissions from atrseof
the economy, and prepare the territory for a lowea future
with meaningful and verifiable targets and a coteraction
plan with incentives and penalties.

without knowing how it is going to generate moremgo, it
signed a deal to supply a major mine with powed e CEO
of the Energy Corporation has said Selwyn and ©@asiming
projects are looking at generating their own powarkoners
have a right to be extremely worried about thisegoment’s
handling of the energy file. After all, we've altBaseen an
attempt to privatize our resources.

Will this government guarantee that the IPP poligl not
pave the way for privatization and environmentalgstructive

The NDP encourages and supports therojects of questionable value to the ratepayer?

Hon. Mr. Fentie: The issue for the NDP about privati-
zation is based on a lack of substance whatso&vehe first
place, IPP, or independent power production, ortexex the
case may be policy-wise, still has the issue ohgdiefore the
Yukon Utilities Board. Secondly, the Third Partyatker
brought up the mining industry. Will at least thkir@i Party

We also believe independent power production cdg on leader admit that the mining industry, such as @aes in-

go two ways. In the best case scenario, it can deatine our
energy resources and enable communities, Firstohatand
citizens to participate in creating more renewattergy and
reducing our consumption of costly fossil fuels.the worst
case scenario, it amounts to de facto privatizagioth a glut of
environmentally destructive projects without clgaanning.
We need to look no further than our neighbours iitigh Co-
lumbia to see this is the worst case scenario.

I know the minister doesn’t have the policy to uhyet
— he has just said so — but we and Yukoners aerdsted
and curious about the principles that guide thestigoment of
this policy.

Hon. Mr. Rouble: | think all Yukoners are aware of
the huge investment the Government of Yukon and=tergy
Corporation have just made in expanding renewabkrgy
here in the territory. The proof is in the actimighe govern-
ment. We've invested significantly in expanding dwdro
resources, whether it's the Mayo B or the exparssetnAishi-
hik. These are important steps in ensuring thabaxe an in-
crease in responsible, renewable energy.

The proof is in the pudding. It's there in the istraents
that the government has made, and I'd ask memipgesde to
judge us based on the decisions that we've maderr#tian all
the available options that are out there. We asognize that
there are other avenues for increasing the amduetnewable
responsible energy in the territory. That's why ave working
with Yukoners on establishing processes and psliai®und
net metering and independent power production. gVe&eing
the responsible growth in Yukon’s economy. Thatmsthing
| want to continue working toward, and we're goittggheed
additional power. For that, we've got to work wah Yukon-
ers on innovative ways of generating that.

Ms. Hanson: I'll try another way to get at some un-
derlying principles here. There are a lot of mixedssages
coming out about how Yukon will meet its future emeneeds.
Our Crown corporation, the Yukon Energy Corporatibas
said we face rising demands in a rather short geoiotime,
and it appears to be scrabbling. We've heard atrmitGlad-
stone project diversion, about liquefied naturas gad about
wind energy, which it had previously dismissed. Kighile,

vested millions of dollars into our public utiligénfrastructure
and has paid that bill and is paying a rate, abgéhe Yukon
Utilities Board? This has nothing to do with prixzation. It
has everything to do with meeting the demand-sidamage-
ment of our electrical needs going forward. Seerakitives like
independent power production, net metering, geothgrwind,
biomass, natural gas, hydro — whatever the optiaiterna-
tive may be — will be researched and looked into thyg
Yukon Energy Corporation, our public utility.

Speaker: The time for Question Period has now
elapsed. We'll proceed to Orders of the Day.

ORDERS OF THE DAY

Hon. Ms. Taylor: I move that the Speaker do now
leave the Chair and the House resolve into Comenitfiethe
Whole.

Speaker: It has been moved by the Government House
Leader that the Speaker do now leave the Chairtlaaidthe
House resolve into Committee of the Whole.

Motion agreed to

Soeaker leaves the Chair

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE

Chair (Mr. Nordick): Order please. Committee of the
Whole will now come to order. The matter before @@mmit-
tee is Bill No. 24 First Appropriation Act, 2011-12. Do mem-
bers wish a brief recess?

All Hon. Members:  Agreed.

Chair: Committee of the Whole will recess for 15
minutes.

Recess

Chair: Order please. Committee of the Whole will

now come to order.
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Bill No. 24: First Appropriation Act, 2011-12 —
continued

Chair: The matter before the Committee is Bill No.
24, First Appropriation Act, 2011-12. We will now resume
general debate in Vote 3, Department of Educatién.Fair-
clough, you have about eight minutes left.

Department of Education —continued

Mr. Fairclough: I would like to go back to some of
the remarks made a couple of days ago. | know thestar did
not finish his opening remarks. | understand hedbpbly feel-
ing a lot better today than he did a couple of dags. | do
want to make mention again of this government’s mitment
to F.H. Collins Secondary School, for example. Hswery
clear in the fall that the minister said that thexauld be $24.4
million in the budget to build a new F.H. Collinshsol, and
with the information presented in this House, thaldet is
much different from what the minister said to theblc a mat-
ter of months ago. What has taken place now isvtieawill not
be seeing F.H. Collins school replaced this yelahak been
moved back. The minister said there were some $ssue
rounding that.

It just so happens that the $20 million savingshat is a
result of delay of the F.H. Collins school balanties Govern-
ment of Yukon’s books. The minister said they dakvaith
their partners in education, but the chair of thil.FCollins
school council did not even know that the delay waisng
place on building F.H. Collins school. That is aacern to us,
and it's a concern to parents and the public thiat project is
being delayed. Also, the cost of this project see¢m$ave
climbed a slight bit from last year until what thenister pre-
sented again this year.

To our surprise — maybe not to the surprise of memnb
opposite — this wasn’t the decision of the minisiée could
see that clearly from our questions during Quesieriod that
this was not the decision of the Education minjsbert rather
the decision of the Finance minister. So we're hgvio deal
with that problem now. | want to ask questions abeuH.
Collins school.

I know the minister still has some opening remarkghe
O&M and capital for this department. I'm going tovg him
the opportunity to complete his remarks.

Also, in the past, we've had commitments by theegov
ment side. They were a good thing to say at the;tinow
they're no longer in the books or in the governrisesights at
all. One of them was the Burwash school. They htirdster
of Education who defected into independent statns @ow
finds himself back with the Yukon Party, but thabmise is
gone.

We haven't heard much from the government sidehi t
matter at all. It seems that the government doesmeh want to
talk about that so much. Also, | want to bring umegthing
that's important and I'll mention it again. | watat remind the
minister about this because | don't think it was dicision
either, but rather the Premier’s decision. It igeay important
one, and it deals with the whole issue of govermaaiicwas
debated and talked about, and there was publiaittatien, all

with regard to the education reform project — reomnda-
tions and so on. The Premier said, “It's off thbléa There is
no discussion on the issue of governance”. Thest@nhad to
take that and continue to deal with this mattegrethough the
Premier had his way on it. It continues to be anestoday, and
the minister has to deal with this matter. Thera tsemendous
amount of money, resources and expertise spentutimgp
together the education reform project. It invol\@st Nations.

That was a very big stumbling block, | think, ftwetFirst
Nations. They wanted to have the whole issue ofegmnce
included in debate — public consultation includedtie report,
and the government side decided not to do thata#t a politi-
cal decision. It wasn't one that they could say, €W we
worked with our partners in education and we atlided that
this was not going to be part of the education rrefproject
any more.” It wasn't that at all. It wasn't thaettyukon Party
was working with their partners in education onsthiatter.
They made the decision. It was a Yukon Party degisi

| have two minutes left, and | hope that the maristan
perhaps identify that, because the whole issueocwsEmance
would have made a tremendous change to our edocsttiac-
ture in the territory. It was all about a bottom-agproach, and
not a top-down approach, that this Yukon Party gowent
wants to see.

Since then, there has been tremendous public peessu
the minister to change things. We've gone from exiaw of
the Education Act, as was required in legislation. In the whole
two terms of the Yukon Party, that hasn’t been daMe have
gone from that to the education reform project.wNee have
changed the name to New Horizons and who knows 'svhat
next. We have a draft strategic plan in place,rmthing final-
ized at this point. We are just moving from one matm an-
other to another. People want some answers, arydvibat a
commitment from this Yukon Party government that ave
going to see some changes — changes t&dbeation Act and
some improvements in the review of tRducation Act. The
minister has an obligation to do that under legjista— to do
the review.

In two terms, both ministers have failed to do thhey
didn't do it. | haven’t heard any ministerial staents from the
minister that this is what they were going to dd anesent it to
this House. It is too late now because this isl#ise sitting of
the Yukon Party in their mandate — and who knows, way
the wave is going right now, the Yukon Party wilitibe sitting
on that side of the House. So it is a big diffeegrend therein
lies the problem. We could have made strides, ahdtwe
have seen is years and years of delay.

I'm going to allow the minister to continue, perkagbut-
ting what | said, or continue with his opening reksabecause
he only had 10 minutes to do it.

Hon. Mr. Rouble: | thank the member opposite for
the opportunity to continue with the opening rensafér the
Department of Education. | do have quite a few paafenotes
with a considerable amount of information that lides will
address many of the questions of members oppositereb
they're actually asked. Following that, | look fawl to an
opportunity to provide some current information abwhere
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the Department of Education is at and to have @opnity to
clarify some of the misunderstandings or conjectinat are
apparent out there.

The total budget for the Department of Educatias ylear
is $145,388,000. I've had an opportunity to provaldreak-
down regarding the capital side of things and naMike to go
into some details regarding the operation and reaarice
budget.

The $136,011,000 budget is dedicated to the Depgattm
of Education under this year's operation and maimtee. This
will help the department to support Yukoners orirtf@irney
of lifelong learning. First I'd like to address tfignds the de-
partment is seeking on behalf of Education SupBervices.

In this area, an environmental stewardship progsaire-
ing established to improve the environmental pentorce of
department operations and to increase environmedtatation
in the classroom. We've had a number of differargsgions in
the Assembly so far this session on where we'revitit the
Climate Change Action Plan. | just want to remind members
that it's not just the Department of Environmerdttts respon-
sible for implementing this, but indeed it's a sfthresponsibil-
ity throughout the government and the DepartmenEddica-
tion will be working very closely with the departnie of Envi-
ronment and Highways and Public Works and otherwan
environmental stewardship program. This is not dalgnsure
that we are improving the operational efficiencysofne of our
operations, but also to increase environmental athrcin the
classroom.

As part of this initiative, the department is wardi in
partnership with the Department of Environment noréase
waste diversion in schools through recycling anchposting
programs. $75,000 is being transferred from thedtepent of
Environment through this budget. The departmeruisently
developing a five-year strategic plan to maximiae benefits
of this funding.

I'd also like to address the funds the departmeisieeking
on behalf of Advanced Education. As | mentionediearthe
Yukon government signed both the labour market eagent
and the labour market development agreement withGbv-
ernment of Canada on July 8, 2009. These two agretsnme-
flect the Yukon government’s cooperation with thevérn-
ment of Canada to enable education, training aiit dawvel-
opment for Yukoners so Yukon may respond to oppitits
and meet Yukon’s labour market needs.

With these agreements, Yukon will enjoy greatexibli-
ity to respond to changes in the local economy laodl mar-
kets, because these agreements will help train ivetsoto do
the work that Yukon businesses need to get done.ldlour
market development agreement gives Yukon governrtfent
authority to provide support services that helgible Yukon-
ers to upgrade skills, get on-the-job experienoel & job or
become self-employed.

The labour market agreement is the second agreesment
it took effect last July to help Yukoners find jobisobtain bet-
ter jobs. What's exciting about this agreementhet it helps
Yukoners who are not necessarily eligible for empient in-
surance. Over the course of five years, the |laboarket

agreement is bringing in $5,896,000 from the Gownemt of
Canada to help Yukon create new career opportsniie
Yukoners.

For businesses to prosper, employers must havevathf
the necessary skills. This government is proudet@ért of the
solution to the skilled labour shortage. Implem#ataof the
labour market framework will also occur during 2612 For
this, we are requesting $440,000. This funding risvided
through the community development trust. This fagdivill be
used to provide small business training, markeéing the de-
velopment of labour market information materialsd dor a
staff person to coordinate the implementation bbla market
strategies with our many partners. It also inclushas positions
to support the Yukon nominee program and the imatigmn
strategy.

In addition to supporting programs under these eagre
ments, the Department of Education works in othagyswto
expand every available labour pool to assist engoboyn ful-
filling their labour market needs. The targetediative for
older workers provides an opportunity for workeedvieen the
ages of 55 and 64 to develop skills to find andineemploy-
ment. This program was initiated in 2007 and hanhkso suc-
cessful that it is extended to 2011-12, and for 1202,
$488,000 is requested to continue this initiatiMeat amount is
fully recoverable from the Government of Canada.

As of January 2011, a total of 151 participantsehan-
rolled in the program, and 87 percent of past padnts were
employed or enrolled in either training or colle@overnment
of Yukon is also requesting $200,000 in funding tfee immi-
gration portal. This amount is fully recoverablenfr the Gov-
ernment of Canada. The immigration portal provideson-
specific information on-line for anyone interestadmmigrat-
ing to Canada and living in the territory. The gaowaent is
committed to reducing immigration red tape and-festking
immigration applications so that Yukon employers deave
access to the workers they need to have their bssas and
organizations flourish. All of this is done in aryeesponsible
manner.

We are also requesting $163,000 for the foreigdemgal
recognition program. This amount is fully recoveeatvom the
Government of Canada. The foreign credential reitiogn
program will be used to recognize the qualificagiarfi foreign
professionals so they can practice in Canada. flimnding is
for one term position to coordinate Yukon’s rolethis na-
tional initiative.

I'm excited that Advanced Education will also pilat
youth connections program with funding from the typat-risk
initiative and the labour market agreement. Thistpgbroject
involves a youth employment career counselling oy to
engage youth to further themselves, whether ihbeugh edu-
cation or work experience, with a final goal of iesting sus-
tainable longer term employment in a community kace of
their choice. I'm sure members will agree this igay exciting
initiative.

The Department of Education also supports learmasrs
they make the transition from school to the workplavith
programs such as the student training and emplolypregram
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and a summer career placement program, which pagergs a
wage for summer work that can provide them with skidls
and experience they need to enter the workforce.

This government also continues to support Yukoregel.
The total support for Yukon College is approximat®22 mil-
lion for 2011-12. The Department of Education workih
Yukon College in promoting the skilled trades asreart career
option for both males and females in the territand works
with Yukon employers as they develop skilled trattaming
opportunities in the workplace. Enrolment in appiaship
programs has grown over the last four years andllkz) off
after its peak last year, although | have seernre¢bent statis-
tics, and they are still very positive. Providingportunities for
Yukoners to gain access to careers in skilled gguays an
important part in ensuring long term health of @esonomy.
We also work with Yukon College to ensure that thaye the
support that they need to provide the best edutati@cilities
possible for our apprentices. Yukon College is adér in
trades education in the territory and also offerdificates in
diploma programs and, in partnership with other tpos
secondary institutions and with articulation agreata with
institutions in both Canada and Alaska, also offdegree-
granting programs. $17,381,000 is requested tomtipfukon
College for their base operational funding. Thisludes the
$750,000 in funding that was reallocated from tlepital
budget. This move reflects our commitment to prevedntin-
ued flexibility in decision-making.

Members will note that there is a change, but ithisot a
reduction. It is just a change in increasing tleiBility of the
funding for Yukon College so that they can appraigly ad-
dress their needs. There is also an increase bempliective
agreements, connectivity costs and going concestsdor the
pension.

Mr. Chair, $470,000 will be provided to Yukon Caketo
continue operation of the School of Visual Arts Drawson
City; $471,000 is also being requested for theneel practical
nurse program for the fourth year of this progr&h;142 mil-
lion will be provided to Yukon College to suppdnetResearch
Centre of Excellence. The Research Centre of Eewed is a
focal point for research projects that address atiathange
challenges and opportunities in the north. It suigooorthern-
ers working together to facilitate and coordinagional and
international expertise while they work on issuesihg not
only a northern but, indeed, a global impact.

Mr. Chair, $382,000 is also being requested forNbeth-
ern Institute of Social Justice. This new institptevides train-
ing and education to Yukoners in a wide varietyso€ial jus-
tice fields. It also undertakes related researchvals recently
created to address challenges in recruitment, dpretnt and
retention of a qualified workforce to deliver pragrs and ser-
vices with a social justice component — again, heoexam-
ple of helping to prepare Yukon for Yukon opportigs.

Now, I'd like to take a moment to speak to a numbfer
initiatives that will support the work of the publschools in
the 2011-12 budget. Why don’t | give the membensosjte an
opportunity to respond to some of the issues thet just

raised, and hopefully it will give me a moment orte regain
my voice.

Mr. Fairclough: | realize the minister is a bit under
the weather here, and I'll give him that opporturiit collect
himself again and continue with his opening rematkenow
that the minister is getting into the public schi@slue. | want
to ask some questions in regard to F.H. CollinsoSeary
School. The minister has presented some informatiothe
public. What we found was new is the cost to repl&cH.
Collins school from information we had a few montgo —
until now.

| can leave that question, if the minister woulglto con-
tinue with his summary, or if the minister coulchiom that, in
fact, the number has climbed slightly from $50 ioillto $52.5
million. That was the last number the minister gave, if the
minister would like to update the House on whatdbst is for
replacement of the F.H. Collins school, if any eliéint from
the past.

Hon. Mr. Rouble: In immediate response to the
member opposite’s question, the project budget #tdunas
part of the recent Management Board approval peotalled
some $52,523,000 for the F.H. Collins project. hadughly
$2.5 million more than the original estimate of $Bdlion. |
will, again, caution members opposite that we arthé design
stage — in the estimation stage. We are becominchrmore
confident about the estimates that are arrivedat n

But we will have to go through a competitive bidglin
process in order to undertake the project. I'll dhavfew more
comments regarding the F.H. Collins replacemenjeptoin
some of my additional comments regarding the Pubdicools
branch.

I'm pleased to say that the operation and mainteman
budget for the 2011-12 year will continue to sup@ord main-
tain all public school initiatives introduced byiglgovernment
during its mandate, including some of the initiaivthat | had
an opportunity to mention earlier, including inie® experi-
ential education and vocational learning opportasit

The Department of Education is committed to coritigu
its work in New Horizons, the department’s follow-to the
education reform project, and additionally to thedfor Gen-
eral of Canada’s report. The initiatives that begathe 2009-
10 year continue into 2011-12. In addition to thasgatives,
the Department of Education continues with its commant to
ensure student needs and priorities are met. Anetteanple of
how we’re responding to the issues here: this buidgequest-
ing $354,000 to support seven educational asssstanir total
professional staff, which includes remedial tutarsl educa-
tional assistants, has increased from 106.16 FTR902-03 to
159.15 FTEs beginning April 1, 2010. That's aboub@
percent increase in the paraprofessional staffimvithe De-
partment of Education. This significant increasstudent sup-
port during our mandate confirms our continued catment
to address student needs as they arise. We'llratsmnize that
we’ve seen a decline in student populations oweisime time.

For one of the programs, Resilience in Transitioves,are
seeking $100,000. Critical transitions include frdrome to
school, from grade 3 to grade 4, elementary to redamy
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school, grade 9 to grade 10, secondary to postsgacy and
rural to urban. There are two levels of action plag. One is
to provide support for individual students and ttker is to
provide system-wide support for all students in ttemsition
process. A consultant has been identified to tatdi the
school-based team, individual education plan peesl inter-
agency work for developing plans for individual dgats. The
resilience action committee has representation fr@rious
agencies, as well as Health and Social Services€dundation.
Working groups are reviewing better transition fics at the
specific grade levels identified and the schoomghoprocess
has been designed by a stakeholder advisory cogeentitt en-
courage and monitor the school improvement protessip-
port individual student success and to ensure sysiecount-
ability.

To support the school growth process, the Depaitroen
Education requests $361,289. This is another exawfph bot-
tom-up type of approach to working with Yukon’s edtion
system. The school growth process is a methodlf@chools
to identify the unique needs of their students arake plans
based on individual and cohort assessment evidendeden-
tify local resources to address those needs aodt@s identi-
fied through collaborative decision-making.

The school growth process is an important meaessore
that First Nations, school councils and communitgnmers
participate in a collaborative process to identifyd address
school priorities. The funding we request to supmapacity
development to ensure the school growth procedssbeports
student learning. It also supports the $75,000desath educa-
tion/innovation fund.

Members in here I'm sure will recognize the leadiers
education/innovation fund; we've discussed thisumber of
times. It is an opportunity for schools, school roils, teach-
ers, administrators, or others to identify innovatideas, to
find additional resources to examine the ideautalfit and to
turn ideas into good ideas and then into best jgexct

Finally, we are seeking $150,000 for community e@ga
ment. The community engagement process has be@nedds
as part of New Horizons to support communities ioren
broadly identifying and addressing local needsuppsrt life-
long learning and facilitate the sharing of resjilifis/ to sup-
port the academic, physical, social and emotioeaktbpment
of healthy students. As it is becoming increasingpparent
that our schools cannot address some of thesesigsusola-
tion from the rest of the community, this fundirsgimtended to
provide facilitation skills and training to buildapacity for de-
veloping healthy communities. The Department of dadion
relies on its stakeholders to provide input to eesbe educa-
tion system works in the best interests of studertiss budget
reflects our work to ensure that our stakeholdezseagaged at
the territorial and the local community levels.

As part of the department’s work on community erggag

ment, it will also be working this year to develapfocused
rural strategy to move forward the recommendatibos the

One Vision, Multiple Pathways report on secondary school

programming. The rural strategy will recognize thalities of
declining enrolments in our communities and thequai as-

pects of addressing student needs in a smalleexbntithin
varying social and First Nation contexts.

The Department of Education has other stellar publi
school programs to promote successful learning.Ifiti@idual
Learning Centre launched in February 2005. | magtthat |
would certainly like to thank the Minister of Eneirment for
his dedication and strong work on this project bacR005. It
continues to be successful in providing the fldikipirequired
by some students, so that they can engage indigdiearning.

Our data demonstrates that more students are gtayin
school than in the past. The full-day kindergaded the home
tutor program will continue to receive support untigs year’'s
budget. These initiatives have proven to be venyartant and
meaningful for people throughout the Yukon.

Under the northern strategy initiative, $63,000é$ng re-
quested for the Four Winds family and communiterbicy
project delivered by the Family Literacy Centre,iethopened
its doors at the Canada Games Centre on Januarg02D,
This project will work on the further developmemdaopera-
tion of a culturally inclusive Family Literacy Ceatthat helps
to meet family, community and workplace literacyde across
the Yukon.

$100,000 is also being requested to continue thky ea
years transition learning program. This prograngets pre-
kindergarten to grade 3 students and will helpntprbve per-
formance of both First Nation and other Yukon ctahu

Funding for initiatives to support the increasingnber of
vulnerable students will also continue in 2011-$250,000
will provide training for counsellors, learning esants, and
educational assistants in specific areas relatethéosocio-
emotional well-being of vulnerable students. $180,0s also
being requested to continue with assistive techgyokoftware
and related training program. This will provide pag for spe-
cial needs students, enabling an inclusive modeinidividual
education planned goals and objectives to be met.

$354,000 has recently been added to provide apaserin
the number of educational assistants. Seven additieduca-
tional assistants have been added for the 201Xti@ok year.
We continue to receive positive feedback on alth&fse pro-
grams.

The experiential education initiative continue2i1-12
with $385,000. This money provides more flexibilifpr
schools to access experiential and outdoor edunztimppor-
tunities.

The Department of Education is also requestingGilLto
continue their support of the Whole Child projetihe depart-
ment is also committed to improving the outcomed experi-
ence of First Nation learners. The department cuesting
$575,000 to support the Council of Yukon First a8 and its
delivery of education support services. This liffefunding
represents $405,000 to support their operatingsco$tthe
Yukon Native Language Centre and $170,000 to peogala-
ries for support staff for education.

We continue to have a very good working relatiopshi
with the Council of Yukon First Nations, which calfiorated
with our department through the education reforojguts and
the New Horizons initiatives. The Department of Eation is
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currently working with the Council of Yukon Firstalons and

the federal government to draft a memorandum oktsidnd-

ing that could attract further national fundingaiddress the gap
between First Nation and non-First Nation learnessich is a

priority not only for this government, but for gbvernments

across Canada.

While continuing to support the development of Fia-
tion language and cultural programs and currictiie, depart-
ment is increasingly being responsive to the giegsj as iden-
tified by individual First Nations. This work shalulbe ex-
panded through the signing off of the tripartitenrnogandum of
understanding between governments.

The Yukon First Nations experiential program is getgd at
$153,000 for 2011-12.

This program is an opportunity for the departmenen-
hance opportunities for First Nation students ie secondary
system and to meet the recommendations we recéivéue
education reform project final report, t@me Vision, Multiple
Pathways report and the Yukon First Nation Education Advi-
sory Committee’s strategic plan. To ensure Yukamdetts
have access to the best possible opportunitiesaim laborigi-
nal languages, the government is seeking $3 miliceover
the salaries of aboriginal language teachers inoviukchools
and at the Yukon Native Language Centre.

Currently, members of the Public Schools branch are This year we are continuing funding of the Firsttibia

working with support-specific initiatives in partis@ips with
the Carcross-Tagish First Nation to provide morppsut for
social and emotional development of school-ageddiahi;
with Champagne and Aishihik First Nations to preval com-
prehensive First Nation language and culture progiar pri-
mary-aged students; with Vuntut Gwitchin First Matito sup-
port an on-the-land experiential program; with Tdék
Hwéch’in to provide more apprenticeship programmimgpre
First Nation language and cultural programming, anore
flexibility for individual student plans.

What is learned through this is that partnershgrs i the
future, better help to inform programming for dlicents in all
of our communities, and also assist individual t=Nstions
identify projects, which can be addressed throlnghttipartite
memorandum of understanding at an individual Fi\stion
level.

elders in the school program for $50,000. Elderthinschool
program provides elders with the opportunity to rehtneir
cultural experiences, knowledge, skills and perspes with
the school, staff and students, and it is joinfgrssored by the
Department of Education and participating YukonsFiKa-
tions. This program is important to bring the modéltradi-
tional learning into the Yukon classroom, making ttiass-
room a more relevant place for all Yukon students.

In order to develop and expand First Nation cutdou
and have resources developed, including the Fioétég pro-
gram, we have committed $285,705 for this year. First
Nation Programs and Partnerships unit releases atlyna
teacher resource handbook of Yukon First Nationcation
resources in public schools to help teachers imchudrirst Na-
tion perspective throughout the curriculum. Thisais annual
project and it is distributed to all new teacharstie Yukon

The Yukon First Nation Education Advisory Committee every year.

has been in operation for five years and has bestnumental
in providing advice and direction to the DepartmehEduca-
tion through the strategic plahlelping Sudents Succeed, and
by providing input into several advisory committ@svarious
programming issues.

These kinds of connections have greatly benefiteth b
Council of Yukon First Nations and the DepartmehEduca-
tion because the lines of communication are opeweasvork
toward reaching a common goal — that of increasentess
for First Nation students.

This year we will be requesting approximately $2lion
in funding to support the First Nations Programd &artner-
ships unit at the Department of Education. I'm pkzhto say
this unit continues to grow and provide a uniqud aelpful
service to the Department of Education and theelaggluca-
tion community in the territory. Included in the $allion is
funding for two specific initiatives approved undéew Hori-
zons.

The Southern Tutchone bicultural program at Sta<li
school in Haines Junction has been budgeted fo8,$26.
Implementation of this program is an important stitme for
the Department of Education, Champagne and AisHiikt
Nations and the school. It brings local wisdom,gizage and
culture to this school’s kindergarten and graddéasstooms. It
supports preservation of the Southern Tutchoneuageg and
culture by integrating it into the classroom. loprotes stu-
dents’ intellectual development and improves thedativation.

In addition, there have been a number of Departroént
Education initiatives over the past few years #Hratimproving
how we incorporate First Nation culture and valige the
classroom. Two new NorthWind books were printeddanuary
2011 as part of the NorthWind Books series for gradstu-
dents.Hunting with Dad features a Vuntut Gwitchin student
preparing to go hunting with his father in Old Crothis is a
level 3 to 4 bookA Winter Camp features students and elders
at a winter cultural camp at Elijah Smith Secondachool.

With this printing, there are now 18 titles avaitalfor
grade 1 students in Yukon schools. Just to touctherwinter
camping at Elijah Smith Elementary School, | do tMannote
that my deputy in the Department of Education staff be
away in the very near future as they join ElijahitBrnstudents
and community members, and also the presidenteoiriikon
Teachers Association, on their annual bison hunt,ra sure
all members would like to wish the school, the fstafd the
volunteers safe and successful travels.

In addition, $19,000 is dedicated to train all n¥wkon
teachers in Yukon First Nation culture during oemnteacher
orientation that's held in August every year. Topde cul-
tural enhancement programs for Yukon schools, wiircge to
provide $255,000 a year in funding. This fundingarts a
wide range of cultural activities, including evdrytg from
making mukluks to schools undertaking bison hunts.

Under the northern strategy initiative, $30,00@é$ng re-
quested for the land-based experiential educatiogram in
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Old Crow. This project has provided a rural Firsttiin expe-
riential model for kindergarten to grade 9 thatl Wé unique in
Yukon, with an emphasis on First Nation culture le/mneeting
the specific educational needs using a collabaagixocess.
The project has provided the students, staff and Clow
community members an opportunity to grow and |dastory
and understand culture, language and history.

| do have a couple more comments — about two more

pages of notes — that | would like to share withmhers op-
posite, but | see that my time has now expired.

Mr. Fairclough: | thank the minister for that informa-
tion. A lot of information has been provided, andppreciate
that. You might find that some of our questionstateching on
some of the information that the minister has pdedi Perhaps
we would look at more detail when it comes to infation. |
want to continue on with the F.H. Collins Second&ghool
and just try to finish up some of that. | know thanister wants
to also complete his introductions on the departmesmd he’ll
have that opportunity.

| asked the minister about the total cost, thedase of the
F.H. Collins school project being $52.5 million, just over
that now, but this could change. The minister shat he is
confident that the price of the replacement ofgtiegool will be
what the Government of Yukon identified in the betlgnd
here on the floor, but a contractor who looks dblar amount
identified for a capital project like this probabiyould not bid
anything under what has been booked. | guess tlestign
would be then, is the government going to be wgifior the
tenders to see what the final outcome will be sahie govern-
ment sticking to the dollar amount they have idedi so far
— the $52.5 million?

Hon. Mr. Rouble: It's challenging to respond to this
guestion. The Government of Yukon has a respoitsilzihd
obligation to be open, accountable, transparentspedally in
our budgeting process — and to identify what weeek@ pro-
ject to cost. | don't believe it would be prudeotpass a secret
budget and then say we don’'t want the contractorknow
how much we're planning to spend on this. That& juot how
we in the Yukon Party would run things. Maybe thenmer
opposite has a different approach on this one.

This certainly isn't new — capital projects, capivadget-
ing and working with the contracting community mreething
that governments have done ever since governmegenbWe
will work on this project, of course, with the coatting com-
munity. Yes, we have a target amount. | went thhotige
amount that was approved through the budgetingessss we
have in place, the implementation phase process.

| appreciate he has given me the opportunity toclkemie
my opening comments and, again, once | have prdvidew
more answers to questions that have yet to be askedan
then get into some of the more specific debate themét is on
the goals, objectives, purposes or the directiothef Depart-
ment of Education or on some of our more specifiddetary
items.
| was going through some examples of some of the-co
mitments that the Department of Education has uakien
with Yukon First Nations. | would also like to letembers
know that the department will also be working witle Ta’an
First Nation in order to address the needs for nsoigport of
urban First Nation students.

Promoting and supporting French language and eulisir
also very important to the Department of EducatiBrench
first language and French second language educat®nm-
portant options available to Yukon students. Thpddanent of
Education remains committed to supporting Frenaggams
in our schools.

French language programs, such as the early aadntat
mersion programs at Whitehorse Elementary Scheofe lton-
sistently high enrolment rates, and enrolment ianEh first
language education at I'Ecole Emilie Tremblay iswsing an
increase as well. In recognition of the value ahpgdluent in
Canada’s two official languages, the DepartmenEddication
completed a comprehensive review of French secamgubge
programs to identify how to better support and dowte pro-
grams throughout the territory to ensure equitystakeholder
advisory committee has been established and isee#g this
work of three working groups that are reviewing tieeom-
mendations and identifying priorities and next stépr future
program planning and changes.

I'd like to recognize the hard work of my Cabineil-c
leagues and the Department of Education stafftfeir tvork in
crafting this blueprint for learning in the termyo I'd also like
to thank all the Yukoners who are contributinghe evolution
of the education system in the territory. With thearticipa-
tion, as school council members, as committee mesrdred as
individuals who have provided comments about thedaeand
aspirations of education in the territory, we viiitieed build a
better system.

The government is listening to the feedback on atioi
and we are constantly making improvements and awmng
ensure that Yukon’s education system reflects @édaes and
goals of all Yukoners.

| appreciate members’ patience in providing thenapg
comments. | recognize there were quite a few ofmth&€he

We have seen implementation phase approval by Marbepartment of Education is a very large branch waithemen-

agement Board on the project scope, the target letiomp
dates and the total cost. They're laid out for merathere. |
don’t want to come forward and say that we havek#d out
numbers in the budget because we don't want peopk@ow
how much we’re planning to spend. Of course thislvé done
in a competitive bidding process. It does includeuaber of
different areas, as well as the school constructionnot sure
where else we can go on that one for the membersiep

dous breadth and depth of responsibility and somestiit does
take a bit longer than 20 minutes just to provideasic intro-
duction as to what we’re planning to be working fon the
coming year.

Mr. Fairclough: I'd like to continue on with the F.H.
Collins school replacement. The minister identifig&R.5 mil-
lion for this replacement and said those are thabais to the
best of their ability. The Yukon Party has demaatst on the
floor of this House that their numbers are quitedi. I'll give
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the minister an example. The Premier said in hisigbt
speeches in the past that the extended care ifilit Watson
Lake, for example, will cost $5 million to replaead it bal-
looned to $25 million and who knows, perhaps higher

We've seen the Government of Yukon replacemenhef t
Whitehorse Correctional Centre. It was once a $80em pro-
ject and went from there to $40 million, and frod0dmillion
to $50 million. This is all under the Yukon Partgvgrnment.
It went from $50 million to $60 million, and it ctnued to
climb from $60 million to over $70 million. That'a capital
project.

I’'m concerned about this and | want the ministerb®
concerned about this too, because it was the Au@iemeral of
Canada who pointed out that this Yukon Party gawemt
does not have a grip on large capital projects. ¢dbncerned
about it. It means a lot to the public and to thbljg purse how
much money could be coming from the taxpayers ptace the
school.

For one, the price of fuel is going up and, in 20dBen
the tenders are put out and construction to b&ir22we could
have an increase in fuel again, for example, jostricking
materials up — and a 2013 construction season, 2012
2013.

It is an issue to us. One of the issues that wasralised in
the education briefing was the technical wing dfl.FCollins
school. | believe that, rather than replacing #ehhical wing,
there is going to be a retrofit of this technicahgy and it is a
saving of some $10 million to $12 million. So it®t a re-
placement of the F.H. Collins school; it is rendmas$ to the
technical wing. It is, according to government,rentendous
savings. Is that savings reflected in the $52.%igniP

Hon. Mr. Rouble: As always, the Government of
Yukon has a responsibility to Yukoners, to taxpayand eve-
ryone involved, to ensure that we have appropriasgponsible
mechanisms in place to ensure that we are proviappyopri-
ate value for the projects that are undertaken.

We work very hard with all the officials throughogbv-
ernment to establish budgets, to establish estanatat are
accurate to the best of all our abilities. We'réngothrough a
very responsible process on this project, ensutheg we
started by identifying the needs of Yukon studelusking at
how education has been changing and how it's likelghange
in the future. We worked very closely with our edtars, our
advisors, the parents and school councils in comipgwith
objectives for the new F.H. Collins school builditingit would
meet the needs of students for decades to comezeVgene to
work with our engineering and technical advisorsettsure
we’re building a building that is efficient, than't a waste of
space, to build a building that doesn’t waste epnettgat uses
energy — whether it's heat or light — efficiently.

We have gone to work with Yukon First Nations araén
heard their concerns, and indeed have heard theaecns that
have been voiced repeatedly in the past, concbatsite have
facilities that help to meet some of the uniquéuwral needs of
our students. We have really gone to work to btiild best
possible school at the best possible price, of smuwith the
best possible involvement of Yukon labour in ortiemeet the

long-term education needs of Yukoners. Now, if thember
opposite doesn’t trust the information that is pded in the
budget documents, if the member opposite doesuit tihe
information that is provided in briefings — and @sdl we have
offered to provide a more detailed briefing on EhEl. Collins

project jointly with Highways and Public Works —don’t

know what more | can say. If the opposition doesiate any
trust in what is in the budget document, then Igi& save our-
selves a lot of trouble and a lot of time and adbexpense.
Why don't they just say, “No, we don't believe We're not
interesting in approving it. Bring this whole buddge a close
right now.” We'll vote on it and then the membeenao off
and do whatever the opposition members do whenewsst in

session.

The Government of Yukon has faith in the work thtii-
cials have put into preparing the budget docum¥rdg. work
with all our departments to ensure that there’sigsy, integ-
rity in the expectations that we have here in tbeudhents.
That's the whole budget process. | don't sharestirae view or
opinion as the member opposite. | have faith inDeeartment
of Education to carry out the objectives that hheen estab-
lished, to carry out the plan that has been estaddi. I've
worked very closely with my staff to ensure thad tbolitical
direction that we have been given from the citizeh¥ukon,
the platform that was endorsed by Yukon citizend e di-
rection that has been provided to me, is carrigdrothe direc-
tion that is provided to the department. | havéhfai the goals
and objectives of the Department of Education.Jehfaith in
the vision that has been put forward and the whet we've
done to collaborate on that with Yukon stakeholderd part-
ners in education.

I'm very pleased and gratified to see the growtd de-
velopment in our strategic planning process and twat has
involved others. We have had a responsibility mist for set-
ting the strategic direction of education, but emguthat we
have worked with Yukoners to ensure that we hawe st
strategic direction. It hasn’t been my job jussibin my office
and dream up the vision, direction, goals and divjes of the
department, but indeed to work with others to emgsbat we
have the best vision, goals, objectives and progriag to en-
sure that we are meeting the needs of Yukoners arwvinto
the future.

That's how we have approached this process. Tihats
we have approached working with Yukoners. That'ss ivee
have approached working with the departments. Thathy
we have put together the different budgetary atlooa that we
see before us. The Department of Education isge ldepart-
ment that really addresses lifelong learning ne#dgrovides
opportunities from one end of the territory to ttker.

We're very excited about working to ensure that phe-
grams we have identified are implemented efficiemthd ef-
fectively in order to help Yukoners get the best @uYukon’s
education system and to be all that they can béll Wmtinue
to work with the Department of Highways and PubWorks.
As I'm sure members realize, there is a respoiitifiom the
Property Management division, which is the contrexcarm of
the Government of Yukon. We are a client workinghm@MD.
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PMD does the contracting, the negotiations, andpttoperty
management of the project with the Department afdatdon’s
involvement.

I’'m curious about some of the approaches takenhiey t
Liberal Party in Question Period, where they wesldrag ques-
tions of Justice, when it was really more apprdpria ask the
question of Highways and Public Works, as it's Higlys and
Public Works that is actually undertaking the pcojmanage-
ment of the project.

I've tried to provide some appropriate responseghto
member opposite on the F.H. Collins project. Itiseothat
we’re very much committed to. Again, we are dealimigh
estimates, as is really the title of the bill that're working on
right now. This is what is estimated to be expendEd won't
know the actuals, the as-builts or the as-dongkeofinal num-
bers until the public accounts are duly auditecatBhhow this
process works. We're providing an estimate on tlecation
of our budget in order to meet the needs that hees identi-
fied. We trust the work that our department stafé Iput into
preparing these budgets and we’re committed to mgriwith
them to ensure that they are implemented in orenget the
identified needs of Yukoners.

Mr. Fairclough: | don't know how the minister ar
rived at his speech, but | asked him whether otmotechnical
wing, the retrofit, the $10 million to $12 milliosaving, is re-
flected in the $52 million. That was my questionthe minis-
ter. He went off in a number of different directsori’'m not
sure exactly why the minister has gone there. Wherlo ask
questions in this House, say of the Justice minitten we ask
that minister. If there is a line item in the butdfg® a project,
then we ask the minister. It is a prerogative ofeggament to
have any minister stand up and answer a questiahttat’s
what takes place here and it gets increasinglyriitisg to ask
the minister a question and some other ministewarssit. It is
frustrating on our part. For example, we would tek Minister
of Environment an environment question and somerathin-
ister answers it. That is the frustration leveltthe have on
this side of the House, and perhaps it is a palitend well-
thought-out decision on the part of the Yukon P#otglo that.

Many of the directions that the department takespafiti-
cally driven. The minister says he has confidenceéhe de-
partment’s numbers. Well, we have confidence tdmaw that
they have worked hard at this. It is not just tepattment, but
committees have worked to develop and design theasdo
bring forward the dollar amount, but things chandgthen it is
a politically driven project, like the extended edacility in
Watson Lake, you see the dollar amount balloon fi&mil-
lion identified by the Premier, the Finance minisig to $25
million. That's a huge increase.

We've seen the same thing with the corrections reent
which is now called a “healing centre” by the miars and
we've seen that balloon out of control. | bringsth$sue up
because it is the Auditor General of Canada’s opitthat this
Yukon Party government does not have a grip orelaapital
projects. The minister has read it; every ministas read her
comments, and yes, it is her opinion, but | vahe dpinion of
the Auditor General over the opinion of the Prengry day,

because she puts a lot of thought into it, seekdeate, and
brings forward her opinion. That is why | ask abthg $10
million to $12 million. The $10 million to $12 midin is the
savings rather than replacement of this techni¢agvef F.H.

Collins school. So, I'll give the minister an oppoiity to an-
swer that again. He can go off in a different diat, and I'll

rebut him again if he does. But I'll give him thppmrtunity to
answer that question again — the $10 million to $diftion

retrofit, the renovations. That is identified saygnfor the de-
partment. Is that money reflected in the replacenoér-.H.

Collins school for $52.5 million?

Hon. Mr. Rouble: Technical and vocational training is
very important to the high school experience, teetlging
students who have the skills that are needed inoMuto pre-
pare students for skills in the future, to prepiuem for occu-
pations in the skilled trades. We recognize thetgasset that
we have with the skills and trades wing at F.H.li@slschool.
It is an important part of the facility and it isnp of the facility
that has a future life ahead of it. That has beamsidered in
this project and has been considered in the decisi@rder to
keep the existing structure.

We have to do significant renovations on it. Thomgova-
tion costs are part of the overall budget for thel.RCollins
project. We have a whole budget for the projecttrsd ad-
dresses many of the issues that the member oppwstéeen
asking questions about. As the member would sem fitee
drawings that are posted in the school and posteer places
— we intend to utilize that very important struguto ensure
that it is built to meet the ongoing needs and ireguents of it,
and to be included in the new facility. The renocwatwork
necessary is part of the budget estimate for ttad pooject.

Now, | want to just again emphasize for membersosjip
that this is a very large and very complex projétd. not one
of those things that can be identified, initiatehrted and con-
structed all in one construction season. This imething that
the community has been looking for, for a numbeyedrs —
we have been working on it for a number of yeard irwill
continue for a number of years of construction a.w

Because of the nature of construction of a prdjketthis
and of some of the regulatory and other steps tthgmugh —
there has to be a YESAA assessment of a projdttihature
— we have gone through a partial implementatiorreygd so
that the design of the school could proceed and tmnfirm
the cost estimate that is put forward. If membaketa look at
the multi-year capital plan and the project listthgt is part of
the budget documents, they'll see F.H. Collins &€deoy
School replacement; they'll see the $2.7-milliolo@htion for
this year; they'll see the future years expendgure

They'll also see the note there that says thatpttogect
scope target completion date and target total a@ssubject to
the implementation phase approval from Managemerardd
We’'re still going through the design process nowc® that
has been concluded, we will be able to go on tonthé steps
in this project.

| emphasize this because it further illustrateswtbey re-
sponsible and planned approach that has been takdnis. |
look forward to seeing the site improvements or she work
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starting this summer and the project continuing. Nége put
significant up-front energy into the design of tipioject, of
working with the community. The schematic design the

project has been completed. We are now working ti¢har-

chitect to ensure that the full series of engingened architec-
tural drawings — the full tender package — is afali. That's
not done at this stage. Architects and engineersstil doing

this work right now.

Members will recognize that we had a budget allocain
last year's budget that we did not fully expend. W& ex-
pected to expend all of those resources on thetectlral and
engineering work. Unfortunately, due to circumsem¢that |
certainly don’t have any control over, those draysinvere not
completed. We are not in a stage of being abletou to ten-
der on this. There is still architectural and eegiting work
that needs to conclude so that we can then cortteetfull im-
plementation approval stage, so that we can thatinee on
with the project.

We are taking a responsible approach. We are wgrkin

with all the affected people on this project. Goweent of
Yukon is committed to doing it. Yes, we want to flee trades
and technical wing incorporated in a seamless wtythe new
F.H. Collins structure. That has been part of thsigh work
and is part of the process that we're going througrust that
answers the member opposite’s question.

Mr. Fairclough: The minister did say that the $10 mil-
lion to $12-million savings is reflected in the $52million.
That's what the minister said. If the departmenswareplace
this technical wing, it would have been a largeddrt amount
by some $12 million — that's what the minister ayisg.

When the tenders are let out in January 2012, litin
volve the replacement of F.H. Collins school. Ane tenova-
tions to the technical wing part of the tenderimggess, or is
there a separate tendering process that will té&eepfor the
renovations of the technical wing?

Hon. Mr. Rouble:
completed and full implementation phase approvathenpro-
ject, the Department of Education will certainly t@rking
very closely with the Department of Highways andblRu
Works. At this stage, | can't make a commitmentgive the
member a reason about how the tender will be coeitla— if
it will be part of the overall construction contraif there will
be a subcontract for the school, if it will be tered a different
way. | don’'t have the details about that kind objpct man-
agement right now.

What | have told the member opposite is that outgeti
envelope for this project includes the expectedcaliion for
the renovations to the vocational wing. | do noténsghe nuts
and bolts about how the contracts will be awardediow they
will be bundled, or that type of information. Fréykhat’s not
the type of information that’s pertinent at a godt level or is
part of the budget process before us.

Mr. Fairclough: Well, it is certainly information the
public would like to have. The minister responsilsleould
have that type of information. If the $10 milliom $12 million
that is needed for the renovations, or the saviogthe renova-
tions, is going to be separate from the main tenttem of

course the public would like to know. So the misissaid that
we are waiting for the engineering and archite¢twak to be
completed.

When does he expect it to be completed, and willhie@
update the public as to any changes to the cofteofeplace-
ment of this school? Will he then make that infotiora pub-
lic?

Hon. Mr. Rouble: The detailed design and construc-
tion documents are expected in the fall of 2011céwe have
that completed — the design review — it will them gut to
tender. We expect that to happen in January of 20tt@st that
answers the member opposite’s questions.

Mr. Fairclough:
didn’t commit to, but is looking at. That is in g to the heat-
ing of the school. Many have identified the posdiibbf hav-
ing geothermal heating in F.H. Collins school. Hnea around
F.H. Collins is identified as one of the best ptate provide
heat through geothermal technology.

Is this part of the $52.5 million? Right now, | hélae min-
ister saying, “Well, we don’t know what it will Idolike, what
the design is, or what the cost is.” Is this additl cost? And
when will the public know about whether or not tlsigjoing to
be included, and what the cost is to taxpayersctude this as
part of the design of the school?

Hon. Mr. Rouble:
heating system or the roofing system or the windd¢azing or
the plumbing are all part of the costs of the pbjeat we have
before us. I'm not sure where the member oppositeoiming
from with the question of: would you come up witlbadget
that does not include the cost of the facilitiesl &ime heating
system?

Yes, the cost of the heating system is factored the
budget that we have before us. We are still waiforga full
evaluation on the cost benefits of the variety iffiecent heat-
ing systems that we have discussed repeatedlyeirsisembly

Once we have the project scope previously. Previously we’'ve discussed the operpIgeother-

mal heating system, the closed loop geothermalriteaystem,
the geothermal heating system, in which the Depamtnof
Education building takes the change of temperaburtteof the
water and then pumps the water into the City of féHurse
system. We've discussed other types of heatingesyst
whether they are biomass heating systems or typeeeltet
heating systems. We've gone over these things abaurof
times.

I'm in the business of educating Yukoners and piiega
them for Yukon opportunities. If the member oppesitants to
have a debate with someone regarding the merigs lafating
system, | encourage him to go and have those digmsswith
an engineer. | have a responsibility to prepareorks to lead
happy, healthy, productive lives in our community.

I have a responsibility toward K to 12 educatioreirsur-
ing young students in our primary schools are liegrrand
developing. | have a responsibility in our secogdschool
system to ensure that Yukon students are buildpmnitheir
skills and are preparing for their future, thatythere being
made aware of the opportunities that are beforenthe that
they can make wise choices on their future andhgy tan

There is one issue that the minister

Factors such as the cost of the
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grow up and become happy, productive members ofsoacir
ety.

I have a responsibility under Advanced Educatiomprto-
vide additional support for Yukon students so ttrety can
engage in post-secondary education, whether it eie hat
Yukon College or throughout North America for thaatter, to
ensure that Yukoners are being trained and pregarezppor-
tunities that we have in the territory so that geagre being
educated in areas that there is a demand for, mmdder to
help them grow up and lead happy, productive, dmting,
meaningful lives in the territory.

| have a responsibility to work on labour marketiatives
to ensure that we are working with our employersl anr
trainers and our employees in the territory. | havesponsibil-
ity in the Department of Immigration to ensure tidtere our
needs can’t be met through working with Yukonersan't be
filed — that we work in a responsible manner witie Gov-
ernment of Canada and with others to ensure thdtave ap-
propriate immigration strategies and programs.

| don’t have a degree in civil engineering. | ddmive my
apprentice papers in heating design, but | do liaitk in the
Department of Education staff, with the work tHayt're doing
with Highways and Public Works to ensure that they de-
signing an appropriate building with appropriatativeg sys-
tems that meet a variety of objectives. We've didlabd that
we want this to be a lead standard building. Weehestab-
lished that we want to maximize energy efficienégye have
also recognized that we do not have an unlimitddipypurse
to address these issues, so we have recognizedi¢ha¢ed to
work with appropriate people who have the skillsl drack-
ground to advise us on these types of things.

million to $52.5 million. The minister says he dogsknow
what it looks like, but they threw money in for @gsof a heat-
ing system. He doesn’t know what it looks like.

If he looked back at perhaps one project in theoruthat
has geothermal heating, perhaps he would learn fham and
that is the Na Cho Nyak Dun building that was rélgdouilt. It
was designed for geothermal heating. It had a pifrent cost
to provide this heating system, but the payoffnisrédible. In
10 years, you're basically not paying for heat arore.

I'm surprised in today’s world we’re not doing thisore
often in big projects such as this. It should alsvég consid-
ered, even though the cost may be a bit higher. mméster
says he doesn’t know what the design is — it ciweldbiomass,
it could be oil, it could be geothermal — “Well, Wehrow a
price in there and include it in the total costla# school.”

I don't think that's good enough, because when eethe
Yukon Party government design a project like théeeded
care facility in Watson Lake, we see these projdxboon
from $5 million to $25 million. That's not right.he Premier
called it good, prudent financial management. Thathat he
called this extended care facility. That's what ¢edled the
Whitehorse Correctional Centre replacement — ggoddent
financial management — and it ballooned from $30ioni to
$70 million.

| want the minister to take this matter serioublg. doesn’t
need a degree to present information in this Holiskere is
an issue with the geothermal heating costing ariaite, I'm
sure the minister has that information. He can ask the
department.

I'm sure that there is a breakdown on the costhef t
school. We've already seen one of them. The minestel the

The Department of Highways and Public Works and Dedepartment provided that information, and thahis $10 mil-

partment of Education Property Management staffnaneking

with our architects and with our engineers to eaghat we
have an appropriate heating system in place imbtiiding that
will keep the building warm and will reduce our gndouse
gas emissions. We want to be able to maximize ®e af
greener technologies, but we have to ensure tlegtwlkill effi-

ciently and effectively work.

The department is doing the work right now. We'raitw
ing for the final conclusions and the recommendetion this.
They will, of course, form part of the final projescope on this
and, from that, we will be able to go forward.

Mr. Fairclough: Well, it's too bad the Minister of
Education feels he needs a degree to pass on iafiomfrom
the department to the public on the design of adclie is the
Minister of Education; it is his project and we’seen the min-
ister, the Premier, others on that side of the lddakk up a big
storm when it comes to building an F.H. Collins ecahre-
placement. We've seen that — so why can’t the renigist
answer the question instead of using an excusenthdbesn’t
have a degree so he can't answer the question.ude mave a
degree in teaching, because he did say that hefeibusiness
of educating Yukoners.

| asked a question about geothermal heating. Théstar
said, “Of course, it's part of the $52.5 millionWe've seen
that number climb up just in a matter of one moftbm $50

lion to $12-million savings in retrofitting the tegical wing of
F.H. Collins school. So, could the minister thehue what the
cost would be of putting geothermal heating intel.FCollins
school?

Hon. Mr. Rouble: To be perfectly clear for the mem-
ber opposite, once the final design is concludes will con-
firm the heating system and the other special featthat we
intend to put in place in the new building to ackidead stan-
dards and other features of the building.

Mr. Fairclough: That's interesting that the minister
said that, because he’s basically saying that tis¢ could go
up. It's not built in. He doesn’t know what it i$.it is $10 mil-
lion, then say it is $10 million. I'm sure that has a ballpark
estimate of what it could cost for geothermal hetil think
this is where it's going to go.

| think the decision will be made that F.H. Collisshool
will have geothermal heating put in. That's wherthihk it's
going to go. Maybe I'm wrong, but | believe thatere it's
going. The area that F.H. Collins is sitting ondentified as a
prime area to tap into geothermal heating. | thimt’s where
it's going.

If we ever had a fall sitting and we had a suppletiausy
budget come forward, perhaps with geothermal bieiegtified
as the heat source for F.H. Collins school, we s®&g an in-
crease in the $52.5 million. It's hard to identdydecrease at
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this point, seeing as how the Yukon Party goverrintes a
tremendously hard time getting a handle on bigqmtsjin the
Yukon Territory. It never seems to come in on budge

| don’t know if we're going to get too much furthdrer-
haps the Third Party has a different way of askirggquestion
and getting more information on that. What aboat depart-
ment’s plan — its plan B — should the school notréady in
September of 2013? What is plan B?

Hon. Mr. Rouble:
a calendar handy. I'd like them to circle April id.13 on their
calendar. That is the upcoming date for the edoicagummit.
This is an annual event that the Department of Eiiloic has,
where, for several years now, we have engaged avitariety
of different Yukon communities with our partnerseducation
— with Yukon First Nations to update them on thatust of
New Horizons; to work on different initiatives thate coming
forward, whether those are the issues related dorfrorating
First Nation culture or language into the curricalwr whether
it is addressing the issue of transitions — that Ib@en an im-
portant theme in past conferences.

The theme for the upcoming conference will be fouys
on the rural strategy and how we’ll go about insheg the
outcomes for our rural students.

So, again, | just want the members in the LiberatyPto
circle April 11 to 13 on their calendar becauseeoagain, they
have an invitation to attend so that they can beconore
aware, more informed and more educated about whaiisg
on in Yukon’s education system. | know | have ddime be-
fore, and | know they haven’t taken me up on thferoh the
past, but — you know what? — I'm going to keeprgyi I'm
going to keep trying here to offer one more time amother
briefing. |1 know the Third Party has taken the Dépant of
Education up on the briefings in the past, and tleefiad the
opportunity to sit down and have discussions ortifipeopics
with officials. I've made an offer to provide a fibriefing
with Highways and Public Works and Education on Eh.
Collins school project.

I'll offer that again — because that, I'm sure, Wbie
much more productive than some of the debate itbatsve’re
going through right now.

One of the challenges that we have that we are ingrk
through diligently with the students and the staffl the school
council on the F.H. Collins project was the easgagnition
that people wanted to see the school replacedeosaime cam-
pus or the same area. There was talk early onhef dbcations
throughout Whitehorse. There was talk of havingew rhigh
school next to the Canada Games Centre. There allaot
other areas, but the conclusion that was reachedigh con-
sultation with the community was to build the F.Eollins
replacement project on the existing F.H. Collinspas. It was
decided that the existing campus with the tradestaohnical
wing, with the Gadzoosdaa Residence, with theicglghip to
the river and the other opportunities and bendfiet it has
would be the place to build the school. Immediaielyas rec-
ognized that the challenge would be how we go thinoa
multi-year construction project — because a progfcthis

nature is not done in one season — at the sameritynenext
to the existing school facility.

Now, the member opposite is fully aware that thekdfu
Party has history with this. The Yukon Party hasuacessful
history with this. It was the Yukon Party that bufle school in
the member’s riding in Carmacks. So he knows thathave
experience in working to build a school in a comibunwe
have experience in the Department of Education waitt

| trust the members opposite have Highways and Public Works of some of the challengés

building a new facility next to an old one.

Yes, we expect that students will be attending E#llins,
the current school, while the new one is under woogon. We
are taking a very responsible approach throughdésign, the
implementation and the construction of this projétds always
interesting to hear the Liberal Party’'s contrangigion. It al-
ways appears that they take a contrary positiomelfsay we
are going to go fast, they say we should go sléwgigo slow,
they say we should go fast; if we say we shouldogihe right,
well then they want to go to the left. It's veryétrating to deal
with an opposition who believes its only resporigipiis to
oppose.

But, back to the school: we've talked about thestare-
tion going on. We recognize the challenges of lingdhe new
school next to an existing school where studerdgsatending.
The member opposite has asked the question of wilidtap-
pen if construction delays happen. Well, | wouldjgest that
the students would then, if we reach that situatietthat’s an
“if"; and again, don't judge us on options, doninjp to unre-
alistic conclusions. Judge us on performance; juggen deci-
sions. But if the new facility is not constructed time, the
students would continue to use the facility thatythave been
using while the new school was being constructéwt Tvould
seem to me a responsible approach to how to addregsa-
tion like this.

It's not part of the plan. We don't plan to fail.aAéxpect
to go through this construction project. We exgectee a suc-
cessful completion by the appropriate contractor.

If there is a construction delay then, of course, will
have to provide the appropriate classroom spacstdoients. If
there are delays of one week or two weeks, | waulggest
that we will make some fine tuning. Again, we aealihg with
a hypothetical situation here, but rest assuret ttiea Depart-
ment of Education will respond appropriately, sldoalich a
situation arise.

Mr. Fairclough: What is wrong with the minister? |
think our questions in regard to F.H. Collins aetevant. |
think the public would like to know the answersthe ques-
tions we have on the floor of this Legislatures itot negative.
It's not opposing the project — not at all. We'relding this
government accountable and this minister doedketiti That's
why we are getting this attitude from the minist€here is
nothing wrong with asking about the total costtod building,
the completion dates, whether there are going tnbeased
costs because of the retrofit of the technical wing

There is nothing wrong with asking about plan Befkhis
nothing negative about that. If the minister haghalt informa-
tion, well, maybe the public would like to know serof that
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too. The minister says to circle the dates of Apdilto 13. |
know he has a big date circled on his calendas firobably
with red ink all around that. It's April 16. He ii®t even think-
ing of April 11 to 13. He is thinking April 16, akis minister
feels he is going to be the next Premier, and Higliging for
the position. He laughs at it now, but let’'s seeilAlS.

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

Point of order
Chair:
point of order.

Hon. Mr. Rouble: Oh, | think the member opposite is
imputing false or unavowed motives there — Standdrder

19(g).
Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)
Chair:
order.
Mr. Mitchell: I would just point out that there has

been no motive imputed.

Chair’s ruling

Chair:
comments, other members perceive them in a differemner
from what the member intended. The Chair sometiaise
perceives it maybe in a different manner from whatmember
intended. | would caution the member to refrainmfrcom-
ments that would be interpreted differently fromavhassume
the member was trying to get across.

Mr. Fairclough: | wish that minister well on April 16.
It's a numbers game — is what members like to refer on
April 16. Let’s get off of this one for a minute.

The Yukon Party committed to building a new schiool
Burwash. The previous minister — that was his posit
Again, the Minister of Education was overruled hg Premier
and this didn’t happen. It wasn't big enough foatttmnember
not to go back to the Yukon Party — he still diditBt was a
commitment made by the Yukon Party and the previtdisca-
tion minister, who is smiling about this.

So | want to hear from the present Minister of Eadion
what his views are and what their commitment iseigard to
the building of the school in Burwash.

Hon. Mr. Rouble: | certainly appreciate the member
opposite’s vote of confidence. In fact, I'll sendeo a member-
ship book so that he can buy a membership and ihcast his
vote to demonstrate his confidence. We'll certaimglcome
him over. | know the member opposite has a histdérghang-
ing his political allegiances, so maybe he wantcdme on
over.

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

Hon. Mr. Rouble: | hear “careful” from the Leader of
the Liberal Party and | guess if he’s cautioningamgainst this,
maybe | should heed that warning.

Okay. Again, we've had an opportunity to discuds th-
sue a number of times in the last four years ofjetidebate.

| think the member has asked me this question 1720
2008, 2009, 2010, and here we are in 2011. He'sghly also
asked me this same question in the supplementatyets as

The Hon. Member for Southern Lakes, on a

well, so that's another series of times. Well, #mswer hasn’t
changed. The answer has been consistent. | cgricburage
the member to take a look at the responses that been pro-
vided in the past.

There has been work done with the Department ohHig
ways and Public Works — or Community Services, ercme
— on some of the facilities previously identifieddabudgeted
for in Burwash Landing, including the youth andeskdfacili-
ties. | know there are discussions going on betwhenGov-
ernment of Yukon and the Kluane First Nation on som
changes to that and some different ideas thathhes.

| certainly look forward to working with the Kluarérst
Nation and continuing the discussions with the Depeant of
Education to work on how to best meet the needfieitom-
munity and how to meet the needs of the studertteedluane

The Hon. Member for Copperbelt, on a point of Lake School, at the same time using the resoulemgdvern-

ment has at its disposal in a responsible and aujeitmanner
and working with my colleagues to address the otiaguital
building projects that have been identified throughthe terri-
tory. So on that, | don’'t have any other new infation to

Do you know, sometimes when members makeshare with the member opposite, but if he would tik ask me

the question again, | will probably say the samsweat again,
too.

Mr. Fairclough: I guess since the last time | asked a
guestion, the Minister of Environment had no inflae on this
minister whatsoever, even though the commitment made
when he was the minister. So | guess the answaeo.isThe
answer is no from the Yukon Party government — math
explanation beyond that at all.

I would like to ask the minister — | know he sayask the
same questions in regard to the Burwash schoot €007, but
I've been asking questions of the minister aboat@armacks
school for so many years, it just doesn’t end.uit jdoesn’t
end; the school is still not complete. The grouads still not
done. The students have been in the school forlawhdenti-
fied some safety issues to the minister. He gdttle bngry in
that it should have been reported through a diffiepeocess. |
couldn’t believe it. Rather than taking it seriguahd saying it
would be dealt with. Simple as that — the ministeuld have
done that and he didn’t do it.

Year after year, I've been asking the minister akibe
Carmacks school and its completion. | know the stari was
proud to have cut the ribbon on the school. Theeeaalot of
issues in regard to that that should have beereaddd, even
the designing of the school — for example, chargens off
the gym. | mean, with schools like that, any gyrowdt have
dressing rooms and change rooms off the gym, loldasn’t.

The minister, year after year, has to be forcedrswer
guestions with regard to the Tantalus School arsdytar is no
different. Those grounds are still not completedeyl are not
designed, for whatever reason the minister wolkiel o put on
the floor of this House. | would like to ask thenister this: the
Tantalus School was built around the old existiohosl, and
apparently the plans were flipped upside-down —er’dknow
how that happened, but they were flipped upsiderdewand
it was built differently than how it was designédis interest-
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ing that that would even take place, but it diduYtan see that
just by driving into town and seeing the school.

It was flipped upside-down. | asked the ministeretiler
or not he would work with the community on designithe
grounds around the school. He had a perfect opmityturhe
old school was to be torn down and is gone. Therets of
space there and lots of opportunity for governnenmake
some good improvements, other than having a Big dog
some swings and so on.

What work was done to ensure that a track was buid
soccer field or more than what they have at thabskin the
past? Can the minister answer that question?

Hon. Mr. Rouble: In the member opposite’s question,
he did reference when | became upset in a previadget dis-
cussion and yes, that was worth getting upset dvexas a
situation where the member told me that there wpieee of
rebar sticking out of the ground, and | couldn'tidnee that it
took until budget debate to have that brought tcattgntion. If
someone sees a piece of rebar sticking out of theng on a
school playground, wouldn't a reasonable persontaydhe
principal and say that there is a piece of rebakisig out of
the ground? Only the Liberal Party would put thathieir back
pocket and wait until some time, some politicallypedient
opportunity, to bring it up in budget debate. Ndatts respon-
sible, isn't it? This reminds me of the time thervteer for Por-
ter Creek South brought up the issue of fighting school
grounds, but | won'’t go there.

Now, we’'ve discussed the issue of the Big Toy iltetian
with the member opposite. We discussed it just apleo of
days ago during the supplementary budget debateni@mber
opposite knows full well that the equipment waseved, a
contractor was awarded the contract and then tla¢heeset in
and prevented the contractor from doing the iretiath of the
playground equipment.

We’ve been in here since 1:00, so that’s almogelimours
now. The last time | checked outside, the ground stdl fro-
zen.

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

Hon. Mr. Rouble: The Leader of the Liberal Party
would like to know if | have a degree in meteorgiaand |
would suggest that no, | don't have a degree inenretogy,
but | have excellent powers of observation. I'moalsminded
that if he has questions regarding climate or diémehange,
it'd be appropriate to discuss those with the Manisof Envi-
ronment or, some of these issues being of an iatiemal na-
ture, maybe it is more pertinent for internatiomadather pat-
terns to be discussed with our Member of Parliament

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

Hon. Mr. Rouble: The Leader of the Liberal Party is
acknowledging that one doesn’'t get anywhere talkimghe
Liberal MP, that you're better off talking to theer@tor. I'll
take that under advisement too. Indeed, one doesngee
done, doesn’'t he?

As soon as the weather permits, the contractoxpeaed
to go in and do the installation of the Big Toythe school
yard. Again, we’ll continue to work with peopletime commu-
nity and with Community Services on addressing softhe

other recreation needs and priorities that aretifilesh in that
community.

Mr. Fairclough: It's interesting what the member said,
that the last time he checked the weather outsideas still
frozen. We just debated a supplementary budgetighwhys
and Public Works, where they're going to do sonwiracing
on roads near Carcross in this cold weather beafereend of
the fiscal year, which is not that many weeks aviRgrhaps, at
that time, he should have gone outside and sdidetdinister
of Highways and Public Works that, hey, the grousdtill
frozen. But that didn’t happen. They threw it ireithsupple-
mentary budget and they're going to do some resingaout
near Carcross before the end of the fiscal year therwise
they wouldn’t have thrown it in their supplementandget.

I'll ask the minister this. It's a really simple estion and
he probably will say yes to this, and we can takeemk. The
Big Toy — the school grounds work that needs talbee at
the Tantalus School, is that the last of the wbit tve are go-
ing to see, or do the minister and the department tother
work that is going to take place — other contraasl more
work that has to take place for completion of thehosl
grounds around the Tantalus School?

Hon. Mr. Rouble: I'll be quick on this one. We will
always continue to work with our school councilsl @dminis-
trators on site-based improvements. Just lookentimber of
different initiatives that are going on — or comniiimg work on
sports fields throughout the territory. Also, asweediscussed
in previous debates, Community Services also wawih
communities on some of their recreation needs.

This project is what is identified in the budgeut future
discussions will go on for years and decades toegdm sure,
about developments, enhancements, changes, impeonem
and renovations to a school. That's the nature widimg a
building, so we're pleased to see this work conidgdWe're
also looking forward to working with the community Car-
macks to address their long-term recreation needtigther
through the Department of Education or through Erepart-
ment of Community Services.

Chair: Order. Committee of the Whole will recess for
15 minutes.

Recess

Chair: Order please. Committee of the Whole will

now come to order. The matter before the CommitieBill
No. 24, First Appropriation Act, 2011-12. We will nhow con-
tinue with Vote 3, Department of Education.

Mr. Fairclough: I do have more questions for the min-
ister on this department.

I would like to follow up on a couple from the biigy that
we had way back when — from February 14. | rai$éslin the
supplementary budget about the francophone schazotband
the fact that it has cost government $750,000 fertdkitself. |
also wanted to ask a question in regard to thataume this is
about languages and aboriginal languages. Theignesttems
from that. We did ask about whether First Nationglaages
and history programs are being looked at. | belteeeminister
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said that it could be part of the rural strateglisThas been an
ongoing issue. The previous Minister of Educati@d lsome
commitment to ensure that there is more aborigmstuctors
teaching the language in schools. So I'll give thieister free
range here to update us and tell us what the Yianty's di-
rection is in ensuring there are more and betterigimal lan-
guages being taught in our public schools and wisio local
history being provided through materials and baaks so on.

As | understand it right now, that is not the cdser. ex-
ample, if you are studying aboriginal people, asaf® history
goes, we are looking at studying the Tlingits iIi€BL'll let the
minister answer that question.

Hon. Mr. Rouble: I'm always amazed about the
amount of learning the department continues to dd &s
growth and development and the changes within #yead-
ment — from a kind of holistic approach. We've gdnevork
with Yukoners on a number of different initiatives whether
it was through théducation Act review that the Liberal Party
started, or through education reform that was dor@njunc-
tion with the Council of Yukon First Nations, andwn the im-
plementation stage of what we’ve learned from mahthose
things with New Horizons.

| can synthesize part of what we've learned andnby
means is it the only conclusion there. One of thiags that
we've heard was that people wanted to see acadexdiel-
lence in a culturally appropriate manner. Thatrieapectation
that | think is shared not only by First Nation pkn but also
people in the French first language school systerthe main-
stream system, the Catholic system, and in sonwotliffer-
ent community schools. Identifying what a cultuappropri-
ate standard is is a difficult thing to do andsome instances,
that’s done on an individual basis.

That really brings into play the whole issue of g@hool
growth plan — of working with an individual schoodbmmu-
nity, and the broader community, to identify sonfi¢he priori-
ties for that community and to identify some of Hepects that
are unique to them, whether it's Carcross, or Paly Old
Crow, or Hidden Valley, or Selkirk.

We've done a lot of work on the school growth pliaign
and tried to create that sense of excellence instth@ol, of
excellence in a culturally appropriate manner, ansured that
we have an equitable distribution of resourcesuphout the
territory. We've gone into what it means to be ¢ajlie in
some detail in the past. Does it mean exactly #mee® Does it
mean the same dollar amount? Does it mean workingrd
the same outcome? So | won't go into that right now

We have worked to ensure that we’re being respensiv
needs in the community.

In answering the member’s questions about what eve'v

done to respond to some of the First Nation-spe@ues that
have been brought forward, what we have built upot what
we have learned through thegucation Act review, through
education reform and indeed New Horizons — indeee t
working relationships that have been created dinee and the
constant work that we do at the annual educatiomnsits, for
example — we have seen changes within the depatrtwién
the creation of the First Nation Programs and Rastrips unit.

| talked about the budget allocations that havenhdentified

for some of the specific projects that are highigghin this
budget. We have talked about the primary schooticum

for First Nation education. | think it was the gead, grade 5
program — | don’t have it right at my fingertips and then
the grade 12 program, or the high school prograre. have
introduced other relevant cultural materials, wheth is the
Northwind books or some of the other programs thdis-

cussed earlier, which were the Carcross-Tagishramsg, to
provide more support for social and emotional dewelent for
school-aged children and to work specifically withampagne
and Aishihik First Nations on comprehensive Firstibin lan-
guage and culture programs.

We have discussed many times the work with the Munt
Gwitchin on a northern strategy program for an expgial
land-based education program. We have a numbeiffefaht
programs; many of them are highlighted on the Diepemt of
Education’s website through the First Nation Proggaand
Partnerships unit. | can provide a list of theseé&mbers oppo-
site would like it, but I will try to expedite atbof the debate
today.

We have talked about the support the Government of
Yukon has provided through the First Nation languegntre at
Yukon College. We have talked in the past about ftsam-
portant not only to train our First Nation languagginers —
or teach a First Nation language speaker how tohtehe
pedagogical practices — but now we are also workinggach
teachers how to speak the language. So thereramrgemndous
amount of work that goes on at the Native Languagetre at
Yukon College. They do a lot of work, too, with ettjurisdic-
tions.

There are people from Alaska that come to Yukameeito
learn some of the teaching techniques or to leamesof the
languages. We're trying to incorporate more of thasto
Yukon’s education system. One of the challengesfaoe,
though, is providing enough or finding enough fluspeakers
that would fit the needs in our school system. Agaie’re
working with the college on providing training fpeople to fill
who type of employment situation. There are a nunabelif-
ferent language programs throughout the territbry2010-11,
the Department of Education is contributing appmedely
$2.8 million to provide Yukon First Nation secorshguage
programs. That includes curriculum development seather
training through an agreement with the Council okdn First
Nations that funds the Yukon Native Language Cestedf
that | mentioned and salaries of the 28 Yukon Miation lan-
guage teachers that we have throughout our sy8erthat's a
bit about what we’re doing on the language sidininigs.

We've provided additional curriculum through therazu-
lum branch. That has been influenced by the Fiegidd Edu-
cation Advisory Committee. That is a strong comestthat the
Department of Education works with on a very regblasis.

Indeed, we've also provided additional
schools to respond to some of their unique cultnesdds and
have supported cultural inclusion funding to bedufs things
like the bison hunt that | mentioned earlier. | lwisls. Hine
and Ms. Mackwood and all the students from Elijahit8

resources to
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Elementary and all the volunteers on that projesate and
successful trip. | think it's great to see the dapant staff and
YTA folks getting involved in this and I'm very eograged by
that.

There are tremendous resources that we have alsotpu
this type of program, whether bison hunts or regdiraterials
or language materials. Again, the best summary ulevsug-
gest is probably in the Department of Educatiomiaual re-
port, which summarizes many of the initiatives takey the
First Nations Programs and Partnerships unit, dsal the in-
formation provided on the First Nations Programd Bartner-
ships unit website. | don’t think the member oppeosieeds me
to go into detail about all the programming, butiére are any
specific budget items or budget items I've indidatbrough
my comments earlier that he’s looking for greaterification
on, I'd be pleased to provide that.

Mr. Fairclough: | didn't see that reflected in the an-
nual report that the minister tabled, but this vpast of the
briefing we had with department personnel. The stémi did
make reference to the fact that of course we'rmgryo make
improvements to ensure aboriginal languages amgh@ught
in the schools. | might be corrected here by thaister of
Education; he’s looking through the annual repigtitrnow.

There were two questions | asked. One was abouigibo
nal languages and history programs. A lot has tavidb the
material that is being provided to the teacherdéoable to
teach the history. That still, of course, is anaaoé interest in
the communities and even here in Whitehorse. | ktimxe are
challenges there. That's why | asked the questi@now there
are challenges there. | know the First Nations feete chal-
lenges also, but there is still a desire amongd-tts Nations to
ensure aboriginal languages are taught in schotthat-we do
have the instructors.

The minister did say a couple of things, and | wanfol-
low up with aboriginal languages themselves. Fifsdll, there
are a lot of schools here in Whitehorse and, becauesre in
Southern Tutchone territory, you would expect yauld learn
the language of the territory that you're in. Eveitper place

regarding aboriginal languages that was drawn doyvukon
First Nations, which sees federal dollars goingediy to
Yukon First Nations. However, the Department of &ation,
whether it's through Advanced Education and Yukail€ge
or through the Public Schools branch, continuegprvide
many of these language education programs in Yukon.

The annual report, on page 17, provides a breakdafwn
the First Nation languages that are taught througtite com-
munity. Yes, the member is correct that, here initéftorse,
it's predominantly Southern Tutchone that's taught.F.H.
Collins Secondary School, we also have a Gwichiogpam,
but there are other language programs througheutettnitory,
whether it's in Beaver Creek with Upper Tanana,ngil,
Northern Tutchone, Han, Southern Tutchone, Gwiclgin
Kaska. That does compound the issue, in that tlkemevariety
of different languages, so we do have to do a fovark to
ensure that information that is produced is relévarthe spe-
cific First Nation we are working with and donethe appro-
priate language.

Some of the additional work that the First Natidhi®-
grams and Partnerships unit has been doing in notigun with
the First Nation Education Advisory Committee isvtork on
these curricula and materials. They are workingy wdvsely to
ensure the validity of the information, the accyrahe authen-
ticity of the materials developed, and that our kiroy groups
are representative of each language group in tiiéoty. The
First Nations Programs and Partnerships unit hadymed 16
books used as part of a guide in a reading progedtecting
the life experiences of Yukon First Nation peopteaddition
to the programs that we have already talked abothe past,
the FNPP unit is currently developing a grade 4gmm on
Yukon First Nation lands — that is proposed rightvn— and
a grade 12 Yukon First Nation studies integratesouece
package and additional early primary readers refigcyukon
First Nation people.

As well — just additional background on this — 20R6n
First Nation language programs are offered in 20koru
schools. Yukon First Nation language programs #exed for

— Carmacks, Pelly, Mayo — Northern Tutchone — wouldseven of the eight Yukon First Nation language psou don’t

have those languages taught in school. | knowttiet are. |
know some of the teachers who teach the language.First
Nations are trying to pick up also by teaching itis¢aff mem-
bers, providing language classes for their staff.

But the minister did say one thing that was intiéngs—
that the department is teaching teachers the abalidan-
guages so that they can be passed on. He say®paement
will teach teachers the aboriginal languages. | ldidike the
minister to perhaps explain that — if it is a cetien or some-
thing the department is actually doing. | am vereiested to
know how that is going and whether or not it is revaking
place.

Hon. Mr. Rouble: For greater clarity, First Nation
language education is provided by the Yukon Naltiaeguage
Centre. That is housed at Yukon College, and that place
where First Nation languages are being taught.

| should also note that it was a little over a yago — it
could be a little longer than this. This is an apégurisdiction

have it at my fingertips, but | think it might b@gish that isn't
offered.

We’'ll continue to provide support from the depannef
government and work with Yukon First Nations thastwto
engage in developing a local culture and languagsgctium
and incorporating the information developed frordees. As
well, there is a new Yukon First Nation experiehpeogram.
Starting this school year, the Department of Edanais de-
veloping a Yukon First Nation experiential prograpen to
Whitehorse secondary school students in grade 8 pfbgram
is an opportunity for the department to enhanceodppities
for First Nation students in the secondary schosltesn in
Whitehorse to meet the recommendations put forvimrthe
variety of different reports that we have talkedw@previously
today.

The first component, a Whitehorse-based experiepita
gram, is ready to implement for grade 9 studenthénspring
2011 semester at Porter Creek Secondary Schoolprbiggam
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will focus on community, heritage, arts, outdoonsl skills —
coming up with a clever acronym of CHAOS 9. Thigjust
building upon what we have learned in the past wikherien-
tial programs, whether it has been the TEST progmanthe
ACES program, or OPES program, or the experiengia-
gramming that we’ve increased in all Yukon schoblexpect
that this will be a good one.

| hope that clears up for the member opposite hawst F
Nation language teacher training is done at theoviuMative
Language Centre and where the native languagedeaduca-
tion is being done, which again is at the YukoniMat_an-
guage Centre. We also do a considerable amounoidf @ither
through in-services or through teacher orientatidgti Yukon
teachers to make them more aware of Yukon'’s cultesdities
and the context in which we all live.

Mr. Fairclough:
tory programs. | think that our education systers hame a
long way in providing aboriginal languages in treh®ols. |
know there is a lot to do still, because we loset ®f our flu-
ent speakers and teachers of aboriginal langualjesy are
steadily disappearing. | think that there is muwht tve can do.
| thought that maybe the minister was talking abteatching
teachers aboriginal languages right in the schdbht just
struck an interest with me, because, for exampit, some of
the First Nations, they make it mandatory that,emheling on
their employees’ schedule, employees take an ahatitpn-
guage course, even if just 15 minutes a day. ltvshguite an
improvement in how people communicate with one lagot
Perhaps this is something that could be lookedaaeroften in
our schools.

The minister talked about several materials beisgeduin
the schools for teaching history, but we do notehame text-
book that all Yukon schools can use in teaching ofukbo-
riginal history and culture. It's mixed; some otth have local
materials provided to be geared to that First Matit there is
not — and the textbook being used is aboriginabhysin B.C.
Perhaps it is because we use the B.C. curriculura imethe
territory. How much progress and how much priohiawe been
put on having a textbook created and used in tespboms for
teaching aboriginal history and programs?

Hon. Mr. Rouble: I don’t have at my fingertips a list
of all the curriculum materials that we use in Yoleoschool
system. | recognize the member’s issue and coneerthat
having one textbook might appear to be the onegthirat
would address the issue, but | would encourageritto get
too attached to that — that we need one textboobrdter to
address all the issues throughout the territorgt da an exam-
ple, I've taken several courses that didn't havéexbook.
They were compilations of journal articles or colagons of
other materials. Indeed, that's what we’'ve beemsotw on in
order to be responsive to the diversity of needs the diver-
sity of First Nations throughout the territory. betl, with hav-
ing the multiple number of First Nations that wevdiaeach
with its own unique history, each with its own wnégcultural
processes and practices and indeed with the seiffemedt
First Nation languages, it's a challenge to incogp@that all in
one.

| do have a question in regard to his-

That's where we have put in the efforts to workaooom-
munity basis to identify what is important in tltatmmunity —
because some of the history that is important id Otow is
going to be different from the history in Carcrosmwever, |
do recognize that there are many important milestpespe-
cially in recent history. I'm thinking of issuesd the impact of
the gold rush, or the impact of residential schoolthe impact
of the Alaska Highway; or the impact @bgether Today for
Our Children Tomorrow, or the impact of the creation of the
Council for Yukon Indians, thelmbrella Final Agreement, the
individual self-government agreements — how thesesame
of what could be construed as common elementst teaat
similar elements or issues that might have affeetéctukon
First Nations. It's hard to say that these are gerie all First
Nations in the territory.

Of course, some of those issues | just mentionefdrex-
ample, the building of the Alaska Highway certaihbd a dif-
ferent impact on the people in the Kluane Firstibatarea, as
opposed to the people in Dawson. I'm just startiaghink
through the whole creation of the Alaska Highwde tise of
steamboats and the other elements. It sounds ldeeat exer-
cise to go through and one that | would certairdyitterested
in reading and being involved in. Perhaps if oupapunities
change in the future, the member opposite and Ist@tadown
and look at co-authoring some of these articles rafidcting
upon our own experiences with these issues.

Compiling that kind of information and putting ittd our
educational materials is an important thing to dappreciate
that the member opposite has recognized that we bame a
long way, because indeed we have come a long wayfairly
short amount of time with the inclusion of the Fixgation Pro-
grams and Partnerships unit and the systematicoapiprto
developing curricula and to collecting those typésnaterials.
That has been important.

I should also touch on the work that the Departnant
Tourism and Culture has done in collecting ourdnisand our
heritage. But | want to come back to the whole éssfibeing
responsive to the more immediate needs demonstogteeo-
ple in our community, where we have started toesysttically
collect the information, where we are working botha territo-
rial approach with the First Nation Programs andreaships
unit and the First Nation Education Advisory Contest to
also working on a First Nation-specific issue, suh the
Champagne and Aishihik First Nations’ comprehendave
guage and culture program — the bicultural progthat was
launched there. In some cases, we have to comdthpem-
munity-specific curriculum or community-specific tegals.

I know this has probably been a longer answer than
member opposite was expecting. | just want to ersigbahat
it's not necessarily important that it be colleciadone book.
What's important is that it be collected.

In this 2F" century, textbooks are something that we used
last century. In working on our modern educatiostssn and
in using the modern pedagogical approaches, wediaggto
change the medium that we use to convey the infiomao
students. | want to ensure that we get that righdur system
and | want to ensure that we are being accuratbeatic and



7738

HANSARD

March 3, 2011

representative of the local community and make ¢hgteater
priority, rather than the coalescence of all ofthiformation
into one book. So | hope I've answered the intérthe mem-
ber opposite as to what we are doing to combinecalidct all
the information, if | haven't satisfied his requéstsee it all put
into the chapters of one document.

Mr. Fairclough: Well, I'm not totally satisfied with
the minister’s answer.

| think that right now, for aboriginal history, wese a text-
book, but it is B.C. aboriginal history. It is bgitaught in our
schools. We can produce all kinds of different malg, but we
can combine all of the First Nations’ history andtare into a
textbook in the territory and have our studentsnesout one
another’'s culture and history here in the territofyere is
nothing wrong with that, and that is where | wasngo The
minister in the past has said that this could jikes part of the
rural strategy that is taking place now. | am dlaat the minis-
ter is interested in this matter. | did pick upsthextbook and |
read through part of it — the one that is beinggtdun our
schools right now — because it was brought to ngndion. |
had to read through some of it. | didn’'t go throwgtot, but |
skimmed through it, and was a bit surprised. | kribet this
particular student was asking why can’'t we haveawn, and
that is why | bring this to the minister’s attemtiagain. | know
there are a lot of materials out there with recdrtiestory of
Yukon aboriginal people.

| know that CYFN has all kinds of documents andisi
that have taken place over the years. | know themguonent
could be working with CYFN, with the First Natiorts, ensure
that this at least is being worked on. I've askeel Education
minister in the past whether or not the final agreets will be
taught in schools. That's generic to First Natidmst theUm-

tion or materials that are used, including guestakprs or
other information.

| did want to add, too, that there is another mbjbat |
didn’t mention earlier, that the First Nation Pragys and Part-
nerships unit is currently working on with the Coilnof
Yukon First Nations. That is a project that is faddhrough
the northern strategy program and it is called ‘iRdizing
Culture Through Story and Technology”. This is aeahere
knowledge and experience from elders is being mnathed — |
love that word in this context — being shared wjibuth
through the production of an interactive DVD thattires
Yukon First Nation languages and culture. The mtojses the
art of storytelling and will create an educationesource re-
sponsive to community needs. The DVD will be praatiifor
use in Yukon First Nation language classes. | rezggthat
this isn’t a textbook, but it is an interactive D\@nd | have a
sneaking suspicion that once we produce somethiagdHis in
an electronic format, it will go on-line sometinrethe future.

The project will also develop a protocol for thdlection,
ownership and use of traditional knowledge asldtes to the
creation of First Nations’ teaching resources.

That is an issue that we have faced in other coritigan
where information is produced. It's a question opyright or
ownership of the material, of honouring the origaraof the
information, and ensuring it continues to be armentic repre-
sentation of the situation. This is an issue wasimg this pro-
ject to develop a protocol for. The project wileate a model
for incorporating Yukon First Nation content andgpectives,
and also implement a strategy for preserving Yukost Na-
tion languages in the most authentic way possibieugh a
technology that captures the elders’ voices. Thigept is be-
ing done with the Yukon First Nation curriculum Wty

brella Final Agreement is one that | think could be studied and group. Additionally, it is budgeted at $415,000 hwin-kind

there are plain-speak versions of that.

I'll just leave that for now. The minister has giveome
good information on this matter. He has shown sonezest in
regard to having this type of material developethmterritory.
Hopefully, down the road we will see this take glacwould
be very interested to see it put together and lopifg the
minister is too.

Hon. Mr. Rouble:
from the Member for Mayo-Tatchun and | have to ddri
have never read a textbook where | agreed withyévieg in
it, but maybe that tells more about my persondtign about
the textbooks that | was reading. What that doessdwlp to
stimulate that critical thinking and | know the démt the
member opposite — was probably frustrated with wietor
she was reading, but having the student go throlgihkind of
compare-and-contrast exercise is an important dngeeing
some kind of generic presentation and then comganid con-
trasting it to their own situation. | think thaténd of healthy
too: them demanding why can’t they have their owd then
recognizing the pride that that instills and, hapigf then the
drive in the individual to go out and to find thaformation.
By no means is that textbook the only informatibattis used
in these courses, but there are extensive supptairiaforma-

contributions from the First Nations Programs aadrerships
unit, the Council of Yukon First Nations and a fic&l contri-
bution from Northern Strategies of $345,000.

The project is underway with continuous consultatiath
the Yukon First Nation Education Advisory Committaad
also the Yukon First Nation curriculum working gmu

Again, this is a very interesting and worthwhileject,

| appreciate the comments coming not only from the perspective of working togethecollect the

materials, but also to create the tool that will bsed in
Yukon’s classrooms for years to come.

When | was speaking about the education of FirdtoNa
language speakers, | failed to mention another itapo pro-
gram that we have in the territory. It just goesdémonstrate
the partnerships that can be built between YukoheGe and
Outside institutions. We’ve been working very hevdeverage
Yukon College to explore additional educational appnities,
whether they are with Royal Roads University orugnsity of
Alberta or University of Northern British Columbiaith the
Master of Education program. But another partnergat has
been established is with Simon Fraser UniversityatTpro-
gram is providing a certificate in First Nation tarage profi-
ciencies.

This is an accelerated and intensive full-time gtad
complete 30 credits of course work. Language-sjgecdfurses
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are mentored by fluent speakers from the commusdythat’s
another tool that we have for the development otAiation
language speakers. Also | should add the masteapyicntice
program that's one-on-one work; the First VVoicesgpam that
uses a Yukon font and keyboard application — justi of
the other tools that we continue to use here inténétory to
expand on First Nation language teaching, whichcadirse
incorporates the cultural aspects that | see asibating to
leading toward academic excellence in a culturafipropriate
manner.

Mr. Fairclough: I thank the minister for that informa-
tion and no doubt the minister has heard this asrea of con-
cern and interest by his schools and probably lkeasdhit from
some students also. I'm looking forward to the ouoie of
these projects, hopefully in the near future. it Wwbpefully be
sooner than later, because it takes a long tinputdhings to-
gether and have it as part of our teachings inasho

I’'m going to leave this section for now. We hadtprthe
information from the briefing of September 14. Ws&ed about
the policy on healthy foods. At that time | dortirtk the offi-
cials thought there was a policy in place. I'm sirecause this
was raised, that the department does have an artewthie
guestion now.

Is there a healthy food policy in place for thesuk?

Hon. Mr. Rouble: Yes, the school nutrition policy is
available on the Department of Education’s webditefind it,

Forgive me if | have misinterpreted the commentsiog
from the member opposite on this issue. | have ysweorked
on the philosophy that we should work with our s@kdo in-
volve them in policy-making, to work with them onaking
decisions and recommendations specific to theioalsh This
is another issue, too, where | know the Health stémihas also
raised it on a national level. There are those different ap-
proaches. One is working with Health Canada to labkhis
from an overall Canadian safety aspect. If thesekdrare as
detrimental as the member has made them out tahba, it
would seem reasonable that we should have a broatenal
policy on this one.

Again, we are working on that approach. We are also

working to put in place appropriate policies in gghools with
our school councils to help them respond to theeissof im-
portance that they see. In addition, we have otnitimn policy
in the schools and, as | mentioned, the policy ndigg home-
prepared foods.

Additionally, we do work with groups like Breakfaiir
Learning or Food for Learning to ensure that weeareourag-
ing healthy eating habits. | know one of the fisg¢ps that |
was involved with as minister was working to seermrease
— about a doubling — of the funding for that orgaation that
is provided from Health and Social Services, beeanfsthe
impact that they have in our school system.

Additionally, there is also coursework through dalth

one would go to the Department of Education site, aprograms about making healthy lifestyle choicese Italked

www.education.gov.yk.cdollow the links to “policy” and then
to “nutrition”. There is also another addendum ¢habout
home-prepared foods. | think this might lead thenier oppo-
site on to the discussion about energy drinks ikovuschools
that we have discussed in the past. In fact, sewankon
school councils, in establishing their own schodkeh poli-
cies — again, we want to work from a ground-up @glnot a
top-down dictum. The school councils have workethwieir
school administration to look at prohibiting sonfdle energy
drinks, like Monster or Red Bull, from our scho@lsd from
sporting events, not things like Gatorade or somthe other
sport drinks.

Also, at a recent Yukon Association of School Calsnc
Boards and Committees meeting, | raised the isstrerepre-
sentatives there and urged them to give some mttetd the
issue and to work with their school administratmndevelop-
ing appropriate school-specific policies.

Mr. Fairclough: Is that the approach the minister will
be taking in regard to having a healthy food polieyveloped
— to leave it up to the school? Does the ministaragree that
energy drinks are, in fact, dangerous and it han bdocu-
mented in that manner? Why wouldn’t the departmesrgure
that this is included in all the individual schddiealthy food
policies?

Hon. Mr. Rouble: One of the criticisms that has fre-
guently been levied against the Department of Eirtaor
even me as minister, is to not take a top-down Gagr — to
not make decisions on high — and to instead involvers in
the process.

about the Drop the Pop campaign that we have ésttell in
Yukon schools as well. | could go through the whatleer list
of programs that we have in place on this one.aréyt, from a
policy perspective, it has been my approach to watk Yuk-
oners, to work with Yukon First Nations, to workthvithe
Yukon Association of School Councils, Boards andn@ut-
tees, and some of our advisors and to work with Yhkon
Teachers Association.

One only have to take a look at some of the repeot
grams that we've put in place, whether it's thdfistg advisory
group that was formed, where it wasn't a top-doywpreach.
There is another example of working with the YuKaachers’
Association, working with the school administratdhsough
the Yukon Assaciation of School Administrators, Wag with
the Association of Yukon School Councils, Boardd &om-
mittees, and inviting schools that aren’t involwsith the As-
sociation of Yukon School Councils, Boards and Cattems
to be part of that and others to help drive theécgallevelop-
ment of government. On that one, we also had oheasthat
felt that their voice wasn’t heard appropriatelyoegh in the
process when it was first established, so we haviged them
to the table to look at it, as we committed to seasing it. So
we’ve got that perspective in there.

Another example — after British Columbia changeeirth
requirements about high school examinations, itmtathe
situation of making a dictum from one of the officepstairs.
Instead, | again sought out the advice of our Isigfhool school
councils, and the advice of others related to etitutaso that
we were ensuring that we were making informed aspaon-
sive decisions that recognized the unique Yukonecdrnthat
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we have, and made full and informed decisionsreat in the
best interests of Yukon students. We have demdesdttais in

other areas, whether it is the First Nations Progrand Part-
nerships unit or whether it was the work that wasedon the
facilities use. This government, and especially Department
of Education, has sought out the input and guidasiceur

stakeholders and our partners in education. | @alitinue to
work on that philosophy and on that approach.

Mr. Fairclough: Well, | applaud those individual
schools that have made it a policy to not havegnérinks in
their school. | applaud them. The minister is mybn Health
Canada to say that in fact energy drinks could heafe for
students. | don’t know what the minister is waitfiog on this. |
know they didn’t agree with the motion put forwdrere on the
floor, but it is a serious matter. Parents havenld@énging this
issue to us on this side of the House. I'm surg’teebringing
it to the minister’s attention. When it comes te thealth and
safety of students, that should be a priority. Aritlwas a pol-
icy that was implemented through the department dibr
schools, then it's a good thing. The minister c#fiat a top-
down approach. Health and safety issues — whatrirdtion
did the minister gather to, | guess, announce atidify his
position on energy drinks here and not have a yogo
through? Where did he get his information from? \Weaseek-
ing advice through Health Canada? Did he look gt @nthe
data that was collected on energy drinks?

Why is the minister so reluctant to bring forwargdalicy
like this and would rather have individual schootsate their
own?

Hon. Mr. Rouble: As far as | know, all Yukon
schools have banned or don't sell these drink&éir tschools.
We certainly don’t support or encourage their comgtion by
our sports teams. We try to educate students sahibg will
make healthy, prudent lifestyle choices in the fatu

We also work very closely with parents on thesadssto
ensure that — well, the establishment of a hedttbys policy,
so then there is that involvement. | committed resly and
during that motion debate too, as the Minister ealth did —
there were discussions there about raising thisa orational
level. | raised it with school councils, the depzeht looked
into it, it's not something that we sell in our sclts, we don't
support this, and in our curriculum we try to dis@ge people
from making poor lifestyle choices in the futurehefe are
other activities that we want to discourage outdchin and our
youth from doing. We want to discourage them frarhssance
abuse, from the use of illegal drugs, from the abafsalcohol
and the abuse of other issues or other substavéesave a
wide variety of programs that we put in place oosthareas to
discourage our youth from making poor life choices.

We want to make them aware of the dangers of tHikgs
the date-rape drugs. | want to make the point, ttoat, we can’t
put something in place to prohibit students fronkimg all bad
choices. Instead, what we want to do is providecation so
that when individuals make their own decisions,ytimeake
appropriate ones. | mean, we put in place thirigs the sub-
stance misuse prevention curriculum and that isnflander-
garten to grade 10. A second-step program is useeduce

bullying, drug and alcohol abuse. We put in plassets like
the Real Gameawhich is a game that reflects real-life decisions,
including the use of alcohol and other drugs. I'dknow if a
portion of that game deals with the consumptionenérgy
drinks.

We have in place a program to educate studentst &heu
challenges of FASD, and that is the Baby Think vte©pro-
gram, which involves students caring for a compuéer doll
that may exhibit characteristics of FASD. We hawe PARTY
program, where high school students are takenddtspital
to observe and participate in the stark realityhaf effects of
alcohol.

We have the DARE program — that’s the drug abuse re
sistance program — a drug and alcohol program spedsby
the RCMP. It's delivered to grade 5 students anermgiby the
RCMP members. | know I've been to their graduatiofise
Minister of Justice has been to their graduationit’'s-about
helping to educate our students on making smaiisidas in
the future.

There are drug and alcohol resources, which inclide
eos and other information, as well as the inforomatthat
comes out from the health promotions branch of Diepart-
ment of Health and Social Services. The point lhying to
make is that the Department of Education providesraad
range and a large number of school-based educatidnpre-
vention programs aimed at encouraging our kids akevsmart
decisions in their lives. We recognize that kide anly in
school for five and a half to six hours a day, thahe 19 hours
that they're not in school, they're also living ithéves. We
want them to make wise decisions then, and not stn
they're in school.

Mr. Fairclough: This is a pretty important issue. We
brought it to the government’s attention. Parersasehbeen
bringing it to our attention and to government'teation that
there’s in fact a health and safety issue in regarénergy
drinks. Part of what we asked the government tes dmnsider
banning the sale of energy drinks to students git@any stores
and outlets. The minister said he doesn’t know wigatan do
to prevent this from happening.

Well, we made a suggestion to the government toemak
these energy drinks illegal to buy unless you'rerahe age of
18, and that wasn't followed through. It's the sawith ciga-
rettes and it's a health issue. | think that peshamre work
needs to be done. I'm glad to hear that the mirisstaned in
to this, more so than | heard him in the motionadeln regard
to energy drinks.

The minister did say that they’re doing a numbethirigs
in regard to the healthy food policy in schools ,anfdcourse,
we applaud that. With it, goes the going greengyolDne of
the things we have also constantly said is thasighy educa-
tion, of course, should be a big part of the sttslatily rou-
tine. There is nothing like going out on a bisomtWfficials
and teachers who go out on this hunt — | wish theoch
luck, first of all, because it's not always sucdeksbut it
would be an experience for them, and for the stisdand the
school in general. I've never gone on a bison hurgally have
no desire to do it. I've been asked many timesaaugt on a
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bison hunt. | go out hunting myself for moose aadlmu to
fill my deepfreeze and to eat, but | understandeketement
that students have in regard to the bison hunt.

Not all schools go through this every year. I'ved F&tu-
dents ask me about it? “How come our school isgoitg out
on a bison hunt?” They would love to do it. | knaevot of it is
partly to do with the administration. One schoah Iprobably
most familiar with is the Tantalus School in Cark®cThose
students go out and do a number of different thingsch |
think is very healthy. They go ice fishing, for exale, together
with the principal and the teachers. | haven’t Heaany com-
plaints about that at all, except when can theyitdagain. |
know that part of this outdoor event is not just gnjoyment of
going ice fishing and catching a fish, but theyrhehow to do
things. They're being taught a lot of oral lessam&l safety
issues that come with it. Also, part of the whdieg is how
they go about doing these events and what goeg a¥ith it,
including things like making different types ofds.

| would like to ask the minister that question: hoften do
all the schools, | guess, participate in these rbibants? |
would like the minister to think about that. Onehaaol that
came to mind was Jack Hulland Elementary Schoamesof
the students have expressed an interest in that.

I know it's almost 5:30 p.m., Mr. Chair, so | moteat you
report progress.

Chair: It has been moved by Mr. Fairclough that
Committee of the Whole report progress.

Motion agreed to

Hon. Ms. Taylor: I move that the Speaker do now re-
sume the Chair.

Chair: It has been moved by Ms. Taylor that the
Speaker do now resume the Chair.

Motion agreed to

Speaker resumes the Chair

Speaker: | will now call the House to order.

May the House have a report from the Chair of Cottei
of the Whole?

Mr. Nordick: Committee of the Whole has considered
Bill No. 24, First Appropriation Act, 2011-12, and directed me
to report progress.

Speaker:  You have heard the report from the Chair of
Committee of the Whole. Are you agreed?

Some Hon. Members: Agreed.

Speaker: | declare the report carried.

The time being 5:30 p.m., this House stands adgnium-
til 1:00 p.m. Monday.

The House adjourned at 5:30 p.m.



