March 22, 2011

HANSARD

7981

Yukon Legislative Assembly
Whitehorse, Yukon
Tuesday, March 22, 2011 — 1:00 p.m.

Speaker: I will now call the House to order. We will
proceed at this time with prayers.

Prayers

DAILY ROUTINE

Speaker:
Paper.

Tributes.

Introduction of visitors.

Returns or documents for tabling.

TABLING RETURNS AND DOCUMENTS

Hon. Mr. Rouble:
report of the Yukon Minerals Advisory Board.

Speaker:
tabling?

Reports of committees.

Any petitions?

Any bills to be introduced?

Any notices of motion?

NOTICES OF MOTION

Mr. Fairclough: | give notice of the following motion:
THAT this House urges the Minister of Educationire
mediately table thé&ducation Act review, completed between
2002 and 2004, according to the minister’'s owntstia plan,

as required by law under section 205(3) oftEdacation Act.

Mr. Inverarity: I give notice of the following motion:

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon tida
outstanding legislative changes to the Yuktuman Rights Act
before the end of this 2011 spring sitting.

Ms. Hanson: | give notice of the following motion:

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon toveh
the respect and courtesy due to colleagues inelgéslature by
advising them through a ministerial statement beptccepted
legislative process prior to advising the media nvaenounc-
ing major new policy or budgets.

| further give notice of the following motion:

THAT it is the opinion of this House that on Wokdater
Day we must:

(1) commit to a new relationship with water, wherewa-
ter is declared a common heritage and protected lgman
right;

(2) employ water management practices that focusoon
servation, restoring watersheds and protecting ceowvater
from pollution;

(3) work together locally and globally to addreke dire
situation whereby:

| have for tabling the 2010 annual

(i) 884 million people, including some people viith
Canada, do not have access to safe water; and

(ii) every 20 seconds a child dies from diseass®-a
ciated with lack of clean water.

| give further notice of motion:

THAT it is the opinion of this House that, in ligbf today
being World Water Day, a Yukon water strategy cuityebe-
ing worked on by the Yukon government must:

(1) create financial penalties for those who pellatir wa-

We will proceed at this time with the Order ter and violate water licences;

(2) improve our water inspections and monitoringimes
to ensure transparency and independence from imdfeye

(3) address growing public concerns that our wetend,
under international trade agreements, become coifiechdnd
delivered on a for-profit basis by the private sect

Speaker:  Are there further notices of motion?
Is there a statement by a minister?
This then brings us to Question Period.

Are there any other returns or documents for

QUESTION PERIOD

Question re: Yukon Housing Corporation mortgage
portfolio

Mr. Mitchell: Mr. Speaker, we have given this gov-
ernment ample opportunity to come clean. We hapeatdly
asked this government for information about questixte con-
tracts, questionable policy and questionable deassito no
avail, Mr. Speaker. The minister responsible far tousing
Corporation, when asked about selling Yukoners gawgs,
replied, “It is absolutely not true.”

Mr. Speaker, in response to an ATIPP request, s h
received a schedule of 10 meetings the ministerwisld the
president of the Yukon Housing Corporation. Thejactbof
these meetings was the Housing Corporation’s Managé
Board submission on the mortgage portfolio.

Will the minister finally come clean with Yukoneos this
issue?

Hon. Mr. Kenyon: For the member opposite, he can
revise that to at least 11, because we discussgbierday in
our daily briefing.

All subjects are debated in — not debated, butudised
— in these meetings and there are discussionseomtrtgage
portfolio. The member opposite should put whatsheeferring
to on the table, because it doesn’t say “discussiaelling the
mortgage portfolio”; it said — | am suspicious —atlit was
discussing the mortgage thing. That's discussesivaty point
in time. But again, for the member opposite, whatréfers to
is an application to Management Board Secretasiadmhalysis.
Now, that has been presented before by the Mernobétlifiane
who still labours, after all of his years in theude. He can’t
tell the difference between the Management Boaitebariat
— a division of the Department of Finance — and &ga
ment Board, which is a subset of Cabinet. The mermppo-
site should really get his facts a little bit sifatier.

Mr. Mitchell: Well, Mr. Speaker, this minister is
adrift on the waves on this one. | quote from thimister:
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“There is no plan to do this. | think if the membmyposite
continues to claim this, he should put the evidemcehe ta-
ble.”

Those are the words of the minister responsibletlier
Yukon Housing Corporation. The minister wants proééry
well, Mr. Speaker, here is the proof: January ZM% agenda
item 12; February 12, 2009, agenda item 6; Febrian2009,
agenda item 4 — and the list goes on.

Ten meetings — the minister met with the Housingp©e
ration president 10 times over the course of ther y@ discuss
the privatization of the Housing Corporation’s ngaige port-
folio. The minister needs to come clean here. Wedsked
about this and the minister has denied it the whiohe. The
minister denies he ever saw the Management Bodrthisu
sion. He doesn’t read, he doesn’t know, and herdbesnt to.

What did the minister talk about during these Iffedent
mortgage portfolio meetings with officials?

Hon. Mr. Kenyon:
range of things at every meeting. During most ef ykar, we
have weekly briefings, and during session, dailiefbrgs.
What we primarily discussed was the building ofiabbous-
ing — a 40-percent increase in social housing, @exgbto the
very short-lived Liberal government, which builttrep single,
solitary unit — not one.

The Leader of the Liberal Party should stand is thouse
and explain why part of his platform in the comiakgction
will be no more social housing, we ain’t gonna 8l That's
what is discussed in these weekly and, often, daigetings.
The member opposite again has to get out a liitlembre.

Mr. Mitchell:
questions because he knows what the answer iggighe up.

He can no longer deny that he’s blissfully innodesite.

March 10, 2009, agenda item 9 — Housing Corporation

Management Board submission on the mortgage piartfohe
minister talked about something with the presidéie meet-
ing agenda says the discussion was about the etiqos
mortgage portfolio.

May 7, 2009, agenda item 1 — the Housing Corpon&tio
mortgage portfolio is number one on the agendatl@aninis-
ter is on record claiming that it is absolutely rtoie. He
doesn’t read, doesn’'t know and doesn’t want to.t'Shahat
this minister keeps telling Yukoners. The minigtad 10 meet-
ings with officials about the mortgage portfoliotthe has de-
nied it. When will the minister come clean?

Hon. Mr. Kenyon: Again, for the member opposite,
things are discussed at every one of these meetingseekly
meetings during the year, daily meetings during gkssion.
The submission that he refers to — and I'll reauirfrthe sub-
mission: “Request: As a first step in reducing Yukdéousing
Corporation’s loan portfolio, Yukon Housing Corptioa is
seeking approval to remove any prepayment penattiethe
Yukon Housing Corporation home mortgage loans.”tEha
very reasonable thing — for people to change thwirtgages
over to banks, where they have access to capitai anuch
cheaper mortgages, and to lines of credit.

But | have to go back to a letter that the Leaddhe Lib-
eral Party wrote some time ago on December — welldate

What was discussed was a wide Question re:

is December 12, 2007, but | think it actually gbesk to Oc-
tober 10 — asking me, as minister responsible fokon
Housing Corporation — quote: “I am asking you tdeim
vene...”

Again, the Liberals will intervene and interferettwboards
and committees. That’s the first thing they're ofitthe gate
stating as their policy for an upcoming electiohe¥'ll get in
there and they’ll stir the pot every single timee\on’'t. We
don’t. For the members opposite, | think is giveagyood ex-
ample of the Liberal way of “Don’t attack policyttack indi-
viduals” — not something that we want to get into.

Speaker’s statement

Speaker: This is Question Period. It's not call-and-
response, so when a member answers, then therndmebers,
| presume, are going to listen.

The Leader of the Official Opposition has the flguease.

Business nominee program
Mr. Mitchell: Let’s ask more questions of this minis-

ter. For the last few days we’'ve questioned thenBatic De-
velopment minister about his political interferenaith the
nominee program. We haven't gotten any decent aissweis
is because this minister has no way to explairati®ns. Yuk-
oners see a pattern of political interference th& minister
engages in and while explanations are owed, ncaagtibns
can excuse this pattern of behaviour. This ministeould
apologize for pressuring the officials responsiiolethe nomi-
nee program, pure and simple. As we all rememberhds
issued apologies for this kind of behaviour in paest when the

The minister has no answer for thesepremier demanded it. These government officialeesthe

same respect. When can government officials expeapol-
ogy from the Premier on behalf of this minister?
Hon. Mr. Kenyon: Again, | go back to the Yukon
Housing Corporation Board of Directors minutes 00@, Au-
gust 24, a letter to the then Liberal minister ofising, and |
quote: “At our recent planning session, you askeditoard of
directors to review Mountainview Place with theeimt of de-
veloping new options.” Giving direct instructions again, is
giving instructions asking the minister to intere@nrhat came
from the Member for Copperbelt.

| do have to go back and refer to a comment byMbe-
ber for Kluane, since the member opposite likesngddack,
and | quote fromHansard: “When you vote Liberal, you are
prepared to throw your values out the window. Yoe pre-
pared to forget everything you've heard and hangasnthe
ride and expect darn near anything...”

| think the Liberal Party is showing that right now

Mr. Mitchell: Really, really shameful. We asked this
minister to explain his actions as a minister, hadefers to old
quotes, different portfolios and letters on bel@i¢onstituents.

The minister says he feels attacked — he shouldié
this so personally, unless he’s involved in a peatovay.
We’'re just holding him to account. After all, mitess are sup-
posed to be accountable for their actions.

It wasn't that long ago that the Economic Developme
minister interfered with the Department of Educatitm a pub-
lic apology to YTG employees, the minister referred a
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statement he gave to media where he had indichtad“t..
the premier and my caucus colleagues supportedritigism
of the department and its officials ...” then he wenmt to
apologize by saying: “... that's not completely trese. They
do, however, support the apology today.”

Will the Premier or this minister’s caucus colleagwnce
again support an apology to government officialenfrthis
minister?

Hon. Mr. Kenyon: Again, what the member opposite
refers to was finally settled by a letter from thenflicts
commissioner which did give me the opportunity tacp the
seat of the former Liberal leader in question; ds# not to do
that at the time and it's something not reasonable.

But | do go back again to a quotation dating backan-

YouTube video schoolyard brawls in Question Perad] then
on the other hand, when we bring an important mattehe
attention of the minister through letters, requéstsmeetings
— | talked to the Premier in the hallway — we agbuffed by
the minister.

On this issue, we have tried to find a real sofufiar Yuk-
oners, and this is not about scoring cheap pdlifcants. |
would like to know why — I've tried to meet withéhMinister
of Community Services since last week — he hassegfuny
request to discuss the concerns that | have raised?

Hon. Mr. Lang: On the issue the member opposite
brought up, | sent that letter off to the departmand he will
be getting communication back from the department.

Mr. Cardiff: This is an important issue that | re-

sard, November 16, 2000: “...the poor performance of thisquested to meet with the minister on. This is atzoufational

Liberal government rubs off on us all.” This is iaedt quote:
“It's like the behaviour in this Legislature — thegise the
expectations of Yukoners that there will be bettecorum in
this Legislature, but they're the worst offenddvis, Speaker.”

| think decorum in this House could be raised & them-
ber opposite would go back and review his notes;ctligra-
phy is beautiful; unfortunately, the facts simpigrit there.

Mr. Mitchell: You know, Mr. Speaker, we don't need
old quotes; we've got plenty of quotes from thisiistier. Now
the Premier has no problem stepping in on behatfi®ominis-
ters and speaking for them when they get themseahteshot
water. We keep waiting for the Premier to pop uphasdoes
when he knows that we have no more chance to rbbtiper-
haps he only engages in debates that he knowsshe tlaance
of winning. This issue with the nominee programt tiha min-
ister has created for himself doesn’t seem to hissare that the
minister can dig himself out of. Based on the Pegiireluc-
tance to enter this debate, it's obvious that tresrfer doesn’t
want to volunteer to go up the creek without a padd behalf
of this minister, yet again.

Is the Premier unable to explain the actions of thinister
or is he just unwilling to defend the actions ofn@ister who
he has lost confidence in?

Hon. Mr. Kenyon: What the member is referring to,
of course, is the fact that someone asked a questiwas an-
swered by e-mail, by giving the website and sonscbiafor-
mation about the program, and it was sent to thpeityeminis-
ter and to the director of business and tradetfeir tinforma-
tion. What this is all about was the provincial rioee pro-
gram, which actually resides in the Department d@i¢ation,
the investment nominee program which resides irPtloeince
of Quebec and with the federal government. Theeeaanum-
ber of different programs, so if someone has aipegiestion
on that, put it out; otherwise talk to the deparine

Again, | go back toHansard of October 25, 2000, and
again the Member for Kluane said, and | quote: f$levaiting
for the day the Liberal government says somethitiglligent
even. He could be waiting a long time.”

Question re:  Boiler and pressure vessel standards

Mr. Cardiff: Mr. Speaker, it's proving very difficult
to work with members of this government. On onedhahey
chastise members of the Liberal Party for raisimg issue of

certification for boilers and pressure vessels andability in
government to live up to that national standard.

This is not unlike the National Safety Code forHvigys
and the rules around that. There is a nationaldstah The
public has brought to my attention that there ames serious
concerns about the government’s ability to livetahose na-
tional standards. Can the minister ensure thaigthernment
has the capacity to provide those certificateshit hational
standard?

Hon. Mr. Lang: Again, we're talking about a per-
sonnel issue — an internal personality issue cgragnal issue
of staffing. | have great confidence in the stadf mave in place
in the government. We have an inspection serviceutih
qualified staff inspectors and we also have qualifprivate
contractors, so we do do our job. There are soroanges that
are being advertised at the moment, but overadl ddpartment
does a fairly good job or an above-average jobsiclening the
responsibility they have out in the Yukon at thenmemt.

Mr. Cardiff: For the minister’s information, we’re be-
ing watched by national organizations that prowide certifi-
cation. What the problem is — and this isn’'t a parel issue;
this is about a public safety issue and here aceuple of
things that are really important.

What is being done — not just at a Yukon level, aua
national level — is the validity of the certificaten boilers and
pressure vessels, the validity of power enginesdificates and
their written exams, the validity of certificategreed off by
this government without the appropriate qualificas for pres-
sure welders. This is a big issue. There’s a ligh#sue for the
government, there’s a liability issue for privatedividuals,
there’s a question of the validity of insurancen@ae minister
provide absolute assurance that the governmenproatide the
required services?

Hon. Mr. Lang: For the member opposite, the an-
swer is yes, we can supply that service.

Questionre:  Whistle Bend contract award

Mr. McRobb: I have more questions for the minister
responsible for the delay in awarding the Whistés& contract
and how this jeopardizes the whole constructioredale. Yes-
terday the minister failed to recognize that timeof the es-
sence, so here’'s some information to help demdestn& ur-
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gency. This contract requires the transport of Q80,cubic
metres or 17,000 truckloads of gravel to the WaiBtnd site.

It also requires the excavation of 330,000 cubictreseof
material at the site, 70 percent of which must aeldd away
somewhere, and it requires 37 kilometres of pipbedaid. A
contract of these proportions would normally requdive years
to complete, but this government has rushed inwand a half
years and, for some reason, is delaying the joim fstarting.
Why the delay in awarding the tender?

Hon. Mr. Lang:
we as a government can sign the contract off. Thawe been
some engineering issues that have been broughafdnso the
department is doing their good work at the mome&hey have
assured me that this contract will not be affedigdhe time-
lines.

Mr. McRobb:
time is of the essence. These contracts are usawlérded
within a week. It has now been three weeks and taoginCon-
tractors say that the schedule set out by this mpowent can
only be met if work starts on about May 1. Aftee thovern-
ment awards the contract, itll take two weeks egeive the
detailed designs and six more weeks to order ipihe, so this
job is already weeks behind before it has evenestar

Hauling gravel to the site will require 17,000 tkloads.
Disposing material from the site will require evmore truck-
loads. In total, there are over half a million aulbnetres of
material to be moved. Can the minister tell us rés@son for
delaying the start of this work?

Hon. Mr. Lang:
that the member opposite puts on the floor thigraéon.
Maybe we'll get time this afternoon to debate thdigeres.
The project is going ahead. The timelines will betnThis
project will be in full swing this summer. We're wvking
through the issues that we find ourselves in todde project
will go ahead and the project will be on time.

Mr. McRobb:
fails to appreciate that time is of the essencdgss go over
this some more. The immensity of this contractscédr the
hauling of gravel in quantities greater than al gnavel hauled
a decade ago from the Burns Road gravel pit to &\guoper-
ties, where Wal-Mart and other businesses are romatéd.
Furthermore, the material that needs to be hauwheay drom
the site is an even greater amount. In order tot riee gov-
ernment’s completion date, contractors are foroedih gravel
trucks around the clock starting May 1. For somesoa, this
government is pressuring the contractors to do daly hauls,
which further indicates that it doesn’t apprecittie tremen-
dous logistical and scheduling demands within vt& @ontract
tender.

Does the minister now appreciate that time is ef ¢s-
sence, and what's he prepared to do about it?

Hon. Mr. Lang:
this project, according to the briefings | have haill be on
time and on schedule this summer. Regardless of fidwaes
the member opposite puts on the floor here, ldMethat in the
capable hands of the department and the contréxtdo just
that. This is a contract.

March 22, 2011
Questionre:  Government accountability
Mr. Mitchell: As we reach the end of this govern-

ment’s time in office, Yukoners are sizing up thematives.
They have to, because they no longer trust theentigovern-
ment. The Premier wants to hear more about therdlifpgan,
so I'll tell him. Let us start with legislation. €hLiberal gov-
ernment would bring forward a Yukon ethics and actabil-
ity act. We would amend th®unicipal Act, and we would
bring forward a Yukon energy protection act to easuo gov-

There is a 60-day period of time that ernment could privatize our energy future. We woblihg

forward whistle-blower legislation to protect workeand we
would amend the housing act to protect home owirers
privatization of their mortgages. We would also tfire Coop-
eration in Governance Act and bring forward amendments to
the Human Rights Act. We have laid out these plans over the

The minister fails to appreciate that last four years, and the Yukon Party has opposeu tl.

The question is: why?

Hon. Mr. Fentie: Well, Mr. Speaker, this is quite a re-
freshing switch — now we at least know some of tthieags
that the Liberals are going to go work on, like stlg-blower
legislation, where the gates of the Assembly haaenbbeaten
down over the last nine years by the public calfimgwhistle-
blower legislation. By the way, | think whistle-k¥er legisla-
tion is good legislation for the Liberals to briimg considering
they Google officials; they actually infer that thepartment of
Finance officials put incorrect numbers in budgétsy misin-
terpret what witnesses say here in this Assemblyy misin-
terpret what the Auditor General says; and the rabkader

I’'m very impressed with the figures quits on the Public Accounts Committee. So whibttewver

legislation certainly would fit with how the Libdsaconduct
themselves.

The Yukon Party government — | think our track neto
speaks for itself. The Yukon is one of the shinlights in this
country. Its population is growing. We have the éstvunem-
ployment rate. We have vastly strengthened ouitalbd con-

Well, it's already late. The minister still serve and protect our environment. We have strengtth our

health care system. We have reformed corrections. have
reformed our education system. These are the thirgbave
done and much more to come.

Mr. Mitchell: We wonder why the Premier is so am-
bivalent about whistle-blower legislation when thesd it in
their platform and struck a committee to do it.

Over the last four years, we've laid out some of legis-
lative agenda, and this government has opposed esiegle
bill. Let's move on to the “what we wouldn’'t do” geof the
Liberal platform. We would not tie up $36 million bad in-
vestments. If you follow th&inancial Administration Act —
and a Liberal government would — you don’t run irkis
problem and you don’t have to write memos to yoliteere-
mind you.

We would not try to privatize Yukon’s energy futu&e

In addressing the member opposite,would not try to sell Yukoners’ mortgages out framder

them. We would not tell officials which people tecapt under
the Yukon nominee program. We would not intervemeus-
tice matters to release people’s tow trucks, eithiée would
not make irate phone calls to officials and te#irthto suppress
documents, like the Premier did.



March 22, 2011

HANSARD

7985

These are all Yukon Party priorities, not Liberakty pri-
orities. Can the Premier see the difference?

Speaker’s statement
Speaker:
has trouble with the terminology “suppressing doents”.
From the Chair's perspective, it seems like youirdicating
that somebody is breaking the law. Just be canefilie future.
I’'m not trying to limit your questions. Hon. Premiplease.

Hon. Mr. Fentie:
ment side certainly see the difference. We sediffierence in
the fact that, under a Liberal Party governmerdgrahwouldn’t
be any finances to invest.

We see the fact that, under a Liberal Party goventm
there wouldn’t be a private sector economy. We tbeefact
that a Liberal Party government would certainly poomise
industry in its position on such things as follogidue process
and land use planning. We see the difference tiat_tberal
Party government doesn’t even understand. You sati'all or
substantially all of the Energy Corporation’s assefithout
board approval. We see the fact that the LiberalyRPa and
we see the difference — would not support delivafryealth
care in communities like Dawson City and Watsond.alW/e
see a lot of difference; so do Yukoners. That's WieyLiberals
are in such desperate straits: they have to gbhetgtiblic with
an empty hand.

Mr. Mitchell: I don't know why the Premier's so
worried about the next election. He hasn't everd saihe’s
running.

We have a legislative agenda. We have a longfliftings
we would not do, such as tying up $36 million irdbavest-
ments. We also have a long list of things we wodiddand
we’ve been saying that over the last four years.Awtald pro-
tect the Peel. We would build a shelter. We woulddba new
school in Burwash Landing and we would build a sthat
F.H. Collins. We would improve graduation ratesstrdents.

Yes, the Premier and the govern-

Question re:  Land-based healing initiative
Ms. Hanson: We were pleased when this Yukon
Party government finally listened to the years oéstions and

. _recommendations from this side of the House tobdista a
Before the Hon. Premier answers, the Chaifigng hased addictions treatment facility. Many loége ques-

tions were from the member opposite, who is nowNir@ster
of Environment. Funnily enough, those questionpsd after
he travelled the distance from here to over tharthe opposite
side of the House.

It is well-known that, for many people, being or tland
and relearning traditional skills helps to buildoso and self-
confident citizens. No doubt associating with respe elders
has a strong bearing on the results of this woHe Jackson
Lake project appears to have all the elements sacgdor
success. Can this Yukon Party government tell uatwfiteria
are being used to evaluate this pilot project?

Hon. Mr. Fentie: First, | want to acknowledge the
Third Party leader for actually referencing someghivhere the
Yukon Party has, once again, shown an example lbfedg
The land-based treatment project that we workediriison
with Kwanlin Dun First Nation and, indeed, the Gowaent of
Canada, proved to be quite successful last sumidmrever,
there is still more work to do ahead of us and’shexactly
what the government is doing today.

We see the value and the merit in land-based tezat{ras
do others. As we speak, we are putting togethendeessary
elements of a business case because we don't tthenfederal
government should be void of this process. Muctwbét is
done here in regard to the treatment of First Natieople who
are dealing with the challenges of substance abudealcohol-
ism can be attached or related to the issue otdersal
schools. So our work is always focused on ensuhiagall the
responsible parties and governments are involvedhese
processes as we proceed.

Ms. Hanson: The New Democratic Party has ex-
pressed strong support for this initiative and wanimo see it
succeed in the future. To succeed, it's going tednmvest-

We would have a real climate change action plan. Weyants of time and money over several years — timé a

would improve the devolution deal with Ottawa. Weuld
implement the recommendations of the task forceacutely
intoxicated persons at risk. We would establishedichted
industrial development fund from which resourceuisttdy par-
ticipants could apply and receive funding for istracture-
related expenses. A Liberal government would acttlese
issues. The Yukon Party has had nine years anddtasVhy
not?

Hon. Mr. Fentie: This is comforting. I'm sure Yukon-
ers will sleep warmly and snuggly in their bedsigbbh — be-
cause all we've heard is idle conversation abouatvihe Lib-
erals would do. Here’'s what the Liberals won't tteey won't
deliver on what they say they’'ll do. They never éalf that's
the Liberal plan, please take it to the public whihe Yukon
Party goes about its business of representingubBcpinterest
and focusing on building Yukon’s future, not disrtliany the
past.

money from all governments. So it's surprising $otliat fund-
ing for the project does not appear in the 201budget. It
will be extremely unfortunate if this project comwsan end
because you're not able to make a business casenfiing
funding. This is an important project for all Yulas, in par-
ticular for all Yukon First Nation citizens.

We are dismayed to see that this valuable projepears
to be just another example of the lack of planr@ng oversight
in this government’s health and social policiesll Wis Yukon
Party government assure the House that they wipst the
Jackson Lake project to meet the government’s tibgscinto
the future by providing the necessary planning &ndncial
assistance?

Hon. Mr. Fentie: This is somewhat confusing. Here
we have the Third Party leader, the Leader of tiP Nsug-
gesting that this is a lack of planning, when weagtually al-
ready delivered land-based treatment.
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I'm sure the parties who did the hard work out ¢het
Jackson Lake delivering this treatment programliatening to
this intently, because the NDP leader has nowcta@&d mem-
bers of the Kwanlin Dun First Nation, has critidzemmembers
of the federal government and Health Canada, hitisized
members and officials in Alcohol and Drug Servidess criti-
cized anybody who saw the values and the merithisfpro-
gram. As we actually deliver land-based treatmesnich we
have, and are working on the necessary processesntmue
it, we have the NDP leader criticizing all thosdiuiduals who
are actually doing the work.

Speaker:
elapsed.

Notice of government private members’ business

Hon. Ms. Taylor:
I would like to inform the House that the governmerivate
member does not wish to identify any items to bkedaon
Wednesday, March 23, 2011, under the heading Gt
Private Members’ Business. | think we all know thaith four
days left in this particular spring sitting, andlight of the fact
that we have well over 10 departments, we wishotedo the
day.

Speaker:

ORDERS OF THE DAY
Hon. Ms. Taylor:
leave the Chair and that the House resolve into r@ittee of

the Whole.

We will now proceed to Orders of the Day.

Speaker:
Leader that the Speaker do now leave the Chairtlaaidthe
House resolve into Committee of the Whole. Are ggreed?

Motion agreed to

Soeaker leavesthe Chair

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE

Chair (Mr. Nordick): Order please. Committee of the
Whole will now come to order. The matter before @Gwmmit-
tee isBill No. 24, First Appropriation Act, 2011-12. We will
now resume general debate in Vote 51, Departmeroh-
munity Services.

Do members wish a brief recess?

All Hon. Members: Agreed.

Chair: Committee of the Whole will recess for 15
minutes.

Recess

Chair: Order please. Committee of the Whole will

now come to order.

The time for Question Period has now

Pursuant to Standing Order 14.2(7),

I move that the Speaker do now

It has been moved by the Government Hous

Bill No. 24: First Appropriation Act, 2011-12 —
continued

Chair: The matter before the Committee is Bill No.
24, First Appropriation Act, 2011-12. We will now continue
with general debate in Vote 51, Department of Comityu
Services.

Department of Community Services —eontinued

Mr. Cardiff: I'd like to begin by saying thanks again
to the officials from Community Services for beihgre this
afternoon to provide the necessary assistancestmthister to
answer all of the in-depth questions we have fenttinister.

As | said earlier yesterday, the more the minisgzaks,
the more questions it brings up sometimes. But wetvere
talking about yesterday was about the ProtectiveviGss
branch, and the minister had mentioned there wag,880 in
the budget for a truck bay addition to the Mountrifire hall.
Once again, I'd like to say thanks to all the hamatking vol-
unteers in the Mount Lorne volunteer fire departtnand the
Golden Horn volunteer fire department, and all noder fire-
fighters across the territory. |1 would again acklexlge the
mutual aid agreements between all those departntieatsen-
sure the protection of residences and the residentsl of
those communities because it's important that treywilling
and able to come to the assistance of their brethed sisters
in other volunteer fire departments, should thedreése.

With respect to the $500,000 in the budget, thia isel-
come addition, and I'd like to thank the ProtectiServices
branch for recognizing that. This has been an isgumany
volunteer fire departments — space requirementsréer to
house the necessary equipment to provide the Hveérvice
that's needed in rural Yukon. It also provides tloe safety of
She volunteers, so that they have room to move ratdahe
equipment and to get into their turnout gear arldom a mo-
ment'’s notice when the need arises.

As | said yesterday as well, | think we only needioiok up
the hill at the protective services building thae tCity of
Whitehorse constructed to see what a state-oftthelesign
that building is and how it meets the needs — &eg aire spe-
cific needs — of the fire service. It has becomesrdhe years,
more technical and there is much more equipmentinex;
there is need for training so that all firefightersgardless of
whether they are paid or volunteer, stay up to daie keep
their skill level at a level where they can proviskrvice and
where they feel comfortable doing that. There wemuple of
questions around that.

As well, the minister was talking about new vehsdeeing
provided in Ross River and Marsh Like. Much likewEmer-
gency Medical Services, when new vehicles arriveythre
tested here in Whitehorse and they're on the grdand year.

That's not the case necessarily with fire servietisles.
But when they do roll out to those communitiesenfimes
there is other equipment that is surplused offttf@oquestion
around that is, what is going to be done with theigment that
is being replaced, both in Marsh Lake and in RosgelR
Where will those pieces of equipment be movinghsd bther
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volunteer fire departments throughout the territalgo receive
a modest upgrade in their equipment? That’s onstope

The other question is around the addition to theuMo
Lorne volunteer fire hall — the $500,000. What wee'seen at
the protective services building, what we saw ald&o Horn
was — through the input of both the professiona §iervice in
the case of Whitehorse and through volunteers wlgwovid-
ing that service in Golden Horn — that the desigthe build-
ing and the design of the additions that have lpesron some
of these buildings actually meet the needs.

What's needed is the involvement of those volusteer
the volunteer chief, the volunteer deputy chief alidhe vol-
unteer firefighters who are on strength in thoskimer fire
halls can lend a lot of good advice about whatrtheeds are
with respect to that fire hall.

One other question that I'd be remiss if | didrskas with
regard to the Mount Lorne volunteer fire departmand the
situation with the tanker there. | know that ouss ears it has
been a source of frustration for the volunteershat Mount
Lorne volunteer fire department. The unit is, libet, an old
tanker truck that was pulled out of service frora Bepartment
of Highways and Public Works. There have been nomeer
difficulties with it over the years. It's underpowed. The prob-
lem is that when the volunteer fire departmentsrollit to re-
spond to a fire, when they get there they havepthmper truck
and they have the water on the pumper truck, kattightime-
limited and then they run out of water.

That's why they need the tanker truck to come sisasind
provide those additional resources so that lives loa saved
and buildings as well.

I've rolled up a humber of questions there for thiaister
regarding the tanker truck at Mount Lorne, the giesif the
building at Mount Lorne and what is going to be éavith the
equipment that is being replaced at Marsh Lake Rods
River.

Not only do we support the local fire departmeirtst |
applaud them for the work that they do to safeguiuer
communities throughout the territory. | also supgbe good
work of the Association of Yukon Fire Chiefs andnv#o ac-
knowledge Yukon's fire chiefs’ office for the greaationship
and support they have fostered throughout the Yukon

In regard to the fire trucks and equipment, the finar-
shal's office works hand in hand with the departmen 17
across the Yukon — to identify equipment needs piodide
equipment as required. This government has providecks
and | am confident in our fire marshal’s office ke deci-
sions as necessary. In other words, answering gbeutnan-
agement of the equipment on the ground — that isedo
through the fire marshal’s office, not through mf§ice, not
through my office and it works in conjunction wite 17 vol-
unteer fire departments we have throughout thédeyr Any
equipment we have — | imagine once a decision idenae
would maximize the use of that equipment. Agaimat'thnot
done through my office; it's done through the firarshal's
office, in conjunction with the 17 volunteer fireghrtments we
have throughout the Yukon.

The fire marshal program objectives — just to reinin
members — is to support health, safety and pubiitegption
through the administration and enforcement of thee greven-
tion and protection program, along with other safetated
programs, like fuel storage and vehicle extractiesponse.
They have quite a large responsibility.

The highlights would include major facility mainterce
budget is $688,000 and consists of two projectS0F®O0 for
building an additional fire truck bay at the Moumrne fire
hall, and $188,000 for facility maintenance — imeat words,
money to be spent throughout the territory.

Fire protection is at $405,000 and consists ofpsdjects:
$50,000 for new or replacement firefighting equipthesome
of which may be for Wildland Fire Management; $3m,Gor

Hon. Mr. Lang: Addressing the member opposite turnout gear replacement; $20,000 for communicatifios

about the expansion on the Mount Lorne fire ha#, agrtainly
— through the capable hands of the fire marshdificeo—

work with the volunteer fire department, the fiteef in Mount

Lorne to make sure that whatever we build fitsireds of the
community and the volunteer fire department. 1t'$500,000
investment.

Yesterday in debate — | would like to clarify sopaints
made by the opposition — I'm not quite sure it wlis mem-
ber or another member. The comment was that thebarsl
were for design only and that’s not factual.

The $500,000 investment is allocated for 2011-1Ris T
means design and construction will take place year. The
building itself will be constructed; it is not jutite design re-
sources. The fire marshal’s office is in regulantaat with the
Mount Lorne fire chief. The Mount Lorne volunteerefde-
partment and the fire marshal work hand in handhalt our
departments under our administration. The projdtithe led
by the fire marshal’s office, who will work closelyith the
local fire department, as always, on this projeat an similar
projects across the Yukon.

and pagers; $35,000 for breathing apparatuses;,&23dor a
new pumper tanker and $40,000 for breathing appsrl
stations.

So, as you can see, we have a varied responsikiity
course, the resources that we put in on a yeadislme well-
used by the department itself.

In 2010-11, we are introducing a budget, whichhis t
budget we’re introducing today — or the last cougflelays —
that will support vibrant, healthy and sustaina¥lékon com-
munities. Of course, the fire marshal’s office lispart of that.
It is a privilege to represent the department laewk the people
of the Yukon — once again to present a budgetwlilabring
widespread benefits to Yukon citizens and, of ceursur
communities. This budget provides significant citnttions
toward improvements in community infrastructureinking
water, waste water and solid-waste management. rYsiko
planned investment in community infrastructure destiates
this government’s determination to provide longridvenefits
to our economy and will contribute significantly tiee health
of our local economy for several years to come.
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It is a budget that ensures public safety progrants ser-
vices and maintains this government’'s commitmenprutect
life and property from human and natural causeatisreCom-
munity Services continues to invest in strong lagmalernance,
consumer protection, corporate services, buildiafety and
inspection services, public libraries, sports aecreation, and
active living.

Of course, some of the highlights of this year'sidpet are
more than $56.13 million for infrastructure devetamt across
the territory; $4.83 million for the Whitehorse wetont wharf
construction, parking lot and trail development;pioving
Whitehorse’s waterfront from Rotary Park to ShigiaPark,
including funding toward the completion of the KvianDun
cultural centre and, of course, the new Whitehdétablic Li-
brary.

This government is particularly proud of the Whiede
wharf, which is sure to become a vital and impdrfaature of
our capital city. Our investment in the waterfristransform-
ing the river's edge from Shipyards Park to Rot@eace Park
into a community space for all Yukoners to enjogdds a
prime example of this government’s commitment toximéze
benefits for Yukon through strategic investment@ammunity
infrastructure, in partnership with Canada andcaidrse, our
local governments.

There is $21.768 million for continued construction
mechanical sewer treatment plant and district bgsrteeating
system in Dawson City. Again, Mr. Chair, | remirtetmem-
bers in the House today that's mostly driven byoartorder,
so that is another project that is going forward.

Drinking water — which we have, in the last couplie
years, invested in. Of course, | am pleased thiat year's
budget also renews our commitment in improving jouthtink-
ing water systems in our Yukon communities. $8.8Hioni is
being invested to improve drinking water throughdbe
Yukon. Projects include improvements in the wateatment
plants and, of course, the systems, extensiorsetavater sys-
tems, arsenic treatment, new pumphouses, wellsadditional
reservoirs.

In 2011-12, work will be underway to upgrade drimki
water systems in the following communities: Carsrogeslin,
Haines Junction, Ross River, Mayo, Rock Creek, Demsek,
Horse Creek, Burwash Landing, Mendenhall, Faro, sdfat
Lake, Dawson City, and in partnership with the Chagne
and Aishihik First Nations. There are not many camities
that aren’t touched by the investments in our dnigkwater
quality and potable water issue throughout thettey:

Land development remains a top priority and a kesl g
for the Community Services budget for 2011-12.

Working with our municipal partners, we are workitty
maintain a supply of building lots to meet the dathaf a ter-
ritory that continues to grow as Yukon prospers ainthis
Yukon Party government. $41.8 million is budgeted land
development projects across the Yukon Territorgluiding
important projects in the City of Dawson, Hainesiclion,
Mayo, Grizzly Valley and the City of Whitehorse.

Completion of the following land development pragein-
clude the following: the Callison industrial subdien in the

City of Dawson; Haines Junction urban residentra &Villow

Acres subdivision; and Grizzly Valley. There was$al.l-

million investment to continue with stage 2 of thi¢histle

Bend development and begin steps 3 and 4. Stepd 2 af the
Whistle Bend subdivision will provide more than 1Sdhgle-

family lots, 48 townhouse lots, 34 duplex lots ddmultiple-

family lots by 2012. Together with the City of Wilitorse and
other Yukon municipal governments, we are workimgadhto

make the land available.

Community development is another responsibility of

Community Services. We continue to foster strongallgov-
ernance and promote healthy, active communities.thia
year’s budget, we will provide a $150,000 contribottoward
the Arctic Winter Games hosted in Whitehorse in20d4nd a
$130,000 contribution toward the hosting of the wom fast
pitch world championship in the year 2012-13.

We continue to support Yukon’s elite athletes arghih
Yukon participation in the Canadian Senior Gamegsi&fn
Canadian Games and the North American IndigenouseSa

This government recognizes that municipalities make
major contribution to improving the quality of lifef Yukoners
and will provide more than $21.3 million directly support
those local governments.

We remain committed to modernize solid-waste manage

ment in Yukon and to implement tivekon Solid Waste Action
Plan. 2011-12 will bring enhanced recycling and compagtin
options for waste diversion, improvements to engui@per
handling of hazardous household waste, installatfanonitor-
ing wells at remaining solid-waste facilities to eheegulatory
compliance and additional regional transfer syssahup to
help complete a transition toward our commitmera ob-burn
at solid-waste facilities in Yukon.

It will be $900,000 to purchase a more efficieransfer
system for the Whitehorse periphery and to setygtems at
regional sites to better handle recycling, compastand chip-
ping.

$500,000 has been allocated to develop a moderd- sol
waste treatment facility in the Village of Old CroWwhere is
$425,000 to improve recycling facilities and arramgnts in
the City of Whitehorse in order to better serve ¢ndre terri-
tory.

Protective Services works to ensure public safetgm@mms
and services and maintains this government’s cometit to
protect life and property from human and naturalbused
threats.

$500,000 is invested for an addition to the firdl
Mount Lorne. An additional bay will be provided, we went
through earlier. $3.2 million is for the developrhefian inte-
grated emergency response facility to serve as@nseambu-
lance station, which will be located at the topte Two Mile
Hill. It will help reduce response times and befeotect the
citizens of the Whitehorse area.

Mr. Chair, as we go through this afternoon, anauigh
the highlights of the department, I'd like to thathle individu-
als who are here with me today to assist me wittwaning the
questions brought forward by the members oppoEliey have
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busy schedules, and | would like to thank themrmfieking time
to come into the House.

| would sit down now and entertain any questions th

members opposite have of the department.
Mr. Cardiff:
didn't answer the question or ducked the questfeor. the

ment tool there. Certainly | leave that in the ranéithe capa-
ble fire marshal to make those calls.

The fire marshal’s office supports 17 volunteee file-
partments throughout the territory in unincorpodatemmuni-

Well, once again the minister either ties with infrastructure. We equip them in trainirgof course,

training has been beefed-up, Mr. Chair — and pmwl fire

benefit ofHansard staff and those of us in here and those lis-and life safety inspections.

tening, it is the same list he has been readingherast three
days, and I'm sure Yukoners are impressed withathibty of
the minister to do that. Hopefully, they will be mampressed
if he answers some of the questions.

| asked the minister about where the equipment vzt
being replaced in Ross River and Marsh Lake woeldibving
to, and | understand that it is managed by the rfisgshal’s
office. The minister is ultimately responsible tte fire mar-
shal’s office and, if he doesn’t have that inforimatat hand, |
would hope that he would endeavour to get backemmthat.

It's a fairly large responsibility for the fire nm&ral. The
fire marshal’s office works with incorporated conmities to
provide proper firefighter training. In other wordke fire mar-
shal is responsible for the training when requised performs
fire and life safety inspections. In other wordgaia, the fire
marshal’s office is fairly busy. If you were to lat last year,
2010, the Yukon fire department responded to 8Iidénts
and situations, based on the current statisticswlith 243
were fire-related. The fire marshal’s office prdedl 102 fire
and life safety inspections throughout the teryitoklso, the

I thank him for the answers with regard to the Moun fire marshal’s office inspected 75 residential atmr tanks and

Lorne volunteer fire department and that it's nutjfor design,
but | believe that the money hasn’t been spentyetthat the
design work has only begun in the last month or. tWo just
asking that there be some involvement. | belieat tiie minis-
ter provided the assurance that that would happen.

| didn’t hear him respond to what the long-ranganglare
with regard to rectifying the situation regardirte ttanker at
Mount Lorne and the fact that it has been somethiag has
needed to be replaced for many, many years. Weaineggto
build a new truck bay to house the tired old tarded it would
be a good thing to ensure that an adequate pieeguipment
fills that bay, even before it's constructed.

I’'m going to go on a little bit of a new — I'm dtibn the
same topic — direction and that is another reasby that
tanker is required.

In communities around the Yukon, volunteer fire akep
ments are often the first line of defence. Theytre first re-
sponders in many cases in the event of wildfirdgeyTre very
talented individuals and they've received a lottraining on
how to set up temporary water reservoirs and khemftfilled.
That's why we need those tankers, to be able tedjat wa-
ter back and forth from the water sources to whigsewater is
needed.

In past years during periods where the fire haiagither
high or extreme, volunteer firefighters have beengn call, on
standby. I'm wondering if the Department of Comntur8er-
vices intends to do that once again.

| think it's a valuable service to Yukoners where tfire
hazard is extreme that those first lines of deféenceommuni-
ties are there. Maybe the minister can responaioesof the
other questions around the fire tanker again anetler or not
volunteer firefighters will again be on standby tbis wildfire
season.

Hon. Mr. Lang: In talking about the equipment or
specific fire halls in the territory, | remind theember opposite
that the fire marshal and his crew, working witle trolunteer
fire departments, have 17 volunteer fire departsjest it's
more than one specific fire station. There is aobid manage-

issued 35 commercial storage tank permits. In otherds,
they have quite a large responsibility. The firershal’s office
has delivered 44 firefighter training courses — #dining
courses throughout the Yukon, which represented @y@56
hours of volunteer and staff time above regulaning. Again,
the fire marshal’s office is fairly busy.

As far as integrating or working with our Wildlarkire
Management crew — we have a very effective protdms!
tween Wildland Fire Management and our community fle-
partments. These protocols have proven successfulighout
the territory and we don’t see any changes or amyth— we
don’t envision any changes being needed, so weade &ffec-
tive protocol with Wildland Fire Management.

Power outage

Chair:
cess.

Order please. Committee of the Whole will re-

Extended recess due to power outage

Chair: Order please. Committee of the Whole will
now come to order. The matter before the CommitieBill
No. 24, First Appropriation Act, 2011-12. We will now con-
tinue with general debate in Vote 51, Departmen€ommu-
nity Services.

Hon. Mr. Lang: I'll welcome my learned friends
from the department. When we were rudely interrdifie the
lack of power, we were discussing issues aroundlMid Fire
Management and, of course, the fire marshal’s efiad our
volunteer fire departments throughout the territéry | said to
the members today, the fire marshal’s office ovessE? volun-
teer fire departments. I'm very pleased to annouheé all of
them are active, including Old Crow, which is pugtitogether
a fire component of their own, and we’re workinghwthem on
training. So that’s good news. All of our commuestiwill be
covered by volunteer firefighters.

| want to make it very clear in our address tokiueise to-
day that Wildland Fire Management and the fire inal’s of-
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fice work very closely together and, in turn, owfunteer fire
departments not only work in relation to fires, ahiof course
is their main focus, but they work in conjunctionittwfloods

and other situations that arise in the communitgrehvolun-
teers are needed. Again, the volunteer fire demartsnhave
done a fabulous job in protecting their communifiesn fire,

floods or other issues that arise in the commumitie

Wildland Fire management is a very important congpdn
to the department, as we all understand and tadkedt over
the last couple of days. The situation we foundelwes in last
year in May, when our fire season started a moatlyewas a
very stressful period for Wildland Fire Manageméetause,
again, if those fires had continued through theseeait would
have made a very busy season for Wildland Fire \gament.
But as you see in the assessment through the weanad the
Carmacks fire, which was a Minto fire, which afiettthe
Minto mine for a period of time. It was the largestost sig-
nificant fire in the territory, and it cost roughh®00,000 to put
to sleep, so it was an extensive investment. Tihestlfireat, of
course, in both the mine and our historical sithjc is Fort
Selkirk, burned 5,257 hectares. That’s quite arresitve burn.

But the next biggest obligation we took on as Wildl
Fire Management was the partnership with the B@avem-
ment in the situation that B.C. found itself in doan the bor-
der, which was just outside our community of Watdake
and, of course, Upper Liard and Highway 37. It wdsuge fire
and, in partnership with the B.C. government, ate €rews
and resources assisted B.C. on this very large fifeich
reached 35,000 hectares. It was six times larger the Minto
mine fire. It did affect the forest within 20 kilatres outside of
Watson Lake and smoke was a major issue in the conities
of Upper Liard and Watson Lake. It affected the oumity for
several weeks. Obviously by the hectares thatrbdml it was
a very large fire. It was extensively fought by evildland fire
crews in conjunction with the B.C. government crewsa job
well done by our crews.

In 2010 there were 28 active FireSmart projectsnetteer
project that we started. When this government ciamteepower
in 2002, that had been cancelled and we startedrite&mart
project up again, which was a very well-receivadstatement
of a very popular program.

There were 28 active FireSmart projects throughhbat
territory. They employed roughly 150 people. Bugiag | re-
mind the members in the House that this is a veryortant
component to safety in our communities, whether &ound
the City of Whitehorse, our smaller communities —hit&/
River area — Haines Junction has taken full adwgnt it —
and places like Watson Lake and Teslin. You onlyeh&o
drive through these communities to realize the fieokthese
FireSmart projects over the last eight to nine ye#rtreated
approximately — this is just a ballpark figure —O0l1Bectares
in total. It cost upward of $820,000. These arel-aeént re-
sources in our communities. Of course, it did emdlb0 peo-
ple and it did do the job it was set out to do. @@mmunities
are a little safer because of it.

Wildland Fire Management — | think we tend to thin
our discussions or when we discuss these diffexspécts of

the department, whether it's the fire marshal’sceff the vol-
unteer fire department, Wildland Fire Managemenalbthese
different responsibilities — but they all work imrmjunction
when disasters or other situations arise in ourroanities.

Wildland Fire Management responded to the UpperdLia
flood — and that, of course, affected the commuaitypper
Liard quite extensively — and one in the Mayo arsathey
are utilized wherever they're needed. Again, it'graat com-
ponent of the department, but also for all of cmmunities.

As we go through this afternoon — and we only have
few more minutes — as we talk about this departiriéet de-
partment itself and the fire marshal’s office, thisnual report
— and | think | did table this report — was in 20(me of
the questions the members opposite asked in thedaple of
days during our debate — the fire marshal’s offca branch
within the Protective Services division, obviousiyd respon-
sible to the Department of Community Services. fireemar-
shal’s office is primarily responsible for life s#y, fire safety,
education, fire service training, and fire and Bffety inspec-
tion.

As | said earlier, it covers quite a gamut of resbilities.
The fire marshal administers thére Prevention Act and regu-
lations. In addition, the office administers pesréind inspec-
tions for above- and below-ground storage tankgpétroleum
products, pursuant to the storage tank regulatfoineCana-
dian Environmental Protection Act. This is another responsibil-
ity the fire marshal’s office oversees.

| won't go through the whole thing, because it haen
available and it has been tabled in the Houss.dhiinteresting
thing and | remind members that, when the govertrtadsies
documents like this, | really impress on peoplé tha should
read it because it does cover a large gamut dirthenarshal’s
annual report. Those kinds of things are thingsdeein the
department.

When we talk about the investment we make in oluno
teer fire departments, | was very clear on how venage or
how the department or the fire marshal manageslihére
departments, equipment and other necessities thwaateer
fire departments need to do their job.

It's very clear that they, in conjunction with aeaks review
— which we do on a yearly basis — is how the eq@ipimis
managed and farmed out to these different fire dests.
For any excess equipment that has extra life ia hgeds as-
sessment is done on a yearly basis, and that igle¥fire mar-
shal’s office does its good work.

If we were to look at other aspects of the depantmas
you can see, Mr. Chair, in the last couple of dagswe went
through some of the responsibilities that Commusigyvices
has, it's interesting to hear the questions inHloese. | repre-
sent the department in the House and answer thesstigns. |
would like to thank the individuals who give me @reswers on
a daily basis, because, of course, the people wirl i the
department itself do the actual footwork when ines to man-
aging or doing the day-to-day operations.

The subdivision in Haines Junction is being finedizight
now. It's an extensive investment by the Yukon gowgent.
There are 27 country residential lots and 49 sifagheily and
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three multi-family and two commercial lots. This aslarge
investment in the community of Haines Junction, #nHas
certainly been needed over a period of time.

The one thing that | recommend all the membersh t
House take advantage of is to drive to Carcross seadthe
improvements over the last couple of years that guvern-
ment, in partnership with the First Nation and théeral gov-
ernment, has invested on the ground on the Carawassr-
front. Seven waterfront projects in Carcross anisfied, in-
cluding the most recent project, t88 Tutshi memorial. That
was brought forward by Tourism — the need to do etting
to recognize th&S Tutshi. | am very impressed with how that
has turned out in the conceptual plan for 8&Tutshi. You
have to see it to really appreciate the work thas$ @one on the
ground there. There is a little bit more work tq Hat it's very
impressive.

Also, the Carcross-Tagish First Nation has doneaful
lot of work enhancing their projects. | look at thend think
that's a great partnership — the territorial goveent, in part-
nership with the federal government and the Firstidsh gov-
ernment — and Carcross has certainly benefited frahpart-
nership. This year with the investment we madehim wash-
room facilities and — I'm not sure what they cdétbuilding,
but it has a conference room in it. It's a gateyayilion build-
ing. That is all being finished. That will make thees of the
individuals on the train and on the buses a loieea®bvi-
ously, bathrooms and those kinds of things are nexessary
if you are going to push that number of people ulgto Car-
Cross.

Of course, we only have to look at our own watarfrto
see the projects that this government has done) fRRotary
Park right to the Shipyards Park. It's going totbiss coming
summer — you will see the improvements to this érour
community, which have been lacking for many, mamegarg.
Again, | would like to thank the First Nation, besa they
really went out front and invested a large amodnnoney in
their cultural centre. Also, | would like to thattke department
and the individuals who worked with KDFN to put ooew
public library in the project.

It's going to be quite an improvement to the watenf,
but certainly it will be an improved library for ¢hCity of
Whitehorse. That will be in a leased space in tdtea cultural
centre. It's a large investment. Its estimated spughly $22
million, so it is a large improvement on the watent. The
Kwanlin Dun has done a very impressive job on thatural
centre. | really look forward to the opening andsteing the
actual finished product. I've gone through it a gleuof times,
and every time | go through it I'm more impressédr the
time | went through it before. | encourage all thembers of
the House, if they have an opportunity to go thiotimat cul-
tural centre — it's very impressive.

$177 million in federal and territorial investmerigve
been allotted for Yukon infrastructure improvemefntsn the
Building Canada fund. That again is a 75:25 pergantner-
ship — another partnership we have with Canadata bf 22
projects under the municipal rural infrastructusad, MRIF,
including another partnership on the cultural cerntr Haines

Junction with the Champagne and Aishihik First blasi —
again, another stellar investment by the First dvati

We're very pleased to partner with them to putribe in-
formation centre — and Parks Canada will also GHerfiefm
having space in that new cultural centre.

Five communities will receive improved public water
treatment — again, I've gone through that — from Building
Canada fund: Ross River, Haines Junction, TeslerciOss
and Marsh Lake. There’s also the investment welriging on
the ground in Carcross.

So, as you see, we have an extensive budget hereiln
appreciate the questions from the members opposite.

I've gone through the volunteer fire departmentd some
of the questions there; also how we deal with aitdl fire in a
partnership and how the fire marshal manages exegsip-
ment we find ourselves having in different fire degments
throughout the territory.

Mr. Cardiff: It's amazing that we can actually accom-
plish anything in the Legislative Assembly sometiméou ask
a fairly reasonably concise question about wildldind and
you get to hear about infrastructure projects frkialds of dif-
ferent communities. The minister continues to rizach a list
of projects and initiatives over and over and again. It's no
wonder we need to reform the way we do our worthinLeg-
islative Assembly.

That said, | have lots of questions for the mimiséand if
he’s prepared to stay here until 4:00 next Mondasn | guess
maybe we’ll get through this, but the more he ssang and
just continues to read information on the recor&rand over
again, we're not going to get through this.

The minister has referred several times, to the Tawvns,
Our Future review, and | would like to speak to @spect of
that here today. Hopefully, the minister can resbom that
without getting into a litany of projects acrose thiukon. My
understanding of the Our Towns, Our Future progaal con-
sultation was to talk about the fiscal capacity drav the
Yukon government can assist municipalities witltdiscapac-
ity.

The City of Whitehorse has tabled a budget wittargé
tax increase again. The reason they're doing thdteicause,
increasingly, they're having a hard time providihg services
that citizens need and require. So there are twoegi to this
question. The Mayor of Whitehorse has indicatethenpast —
and I've heard this discussed at AYC before andntirster
has to realize that it's his responsibility to gihem the author-
ity under theMunicipal Act to do this — about looking to own-
source revenues, to having other sources of revéesiles
property taxes. That could be a hotel tax; it cdutda gas tax
within the City of Whitehorse. This is done in atherisdic-
tions. | know in the Greater Vancouver Regionaltiis they
have the ability to do that.

If they had the ability to raise their own-sourexenues,
that would, in turn, reduce the need to increaspegmty taxes. |
might add that it's not just citizens of Whitehothat would be
paying these taxes necessarily. It would be als¢haho are
passing through as well. One of the reasons thaisé this —
and this is the second aspect to the question thatghe senior
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citizens are having a difficult time staying in ithewn homes
because taxes are going up and fuel is increa$img.seniors
homeowners grant used to cover a fairly meaninggutentage
of the yearly property taxes, but what seniors initdhorse are
finding is that taxes have increased so rapidlyhm past few
years that that amount doesn’t barely even covare2fent of
their total property tax bill.

They are also concerned — | know that the pioné&gtyu
grant was increased, and | believe it was indekatiwith the
cost of heating fuel rising rapidly, they are dfifiding it diffi-
cult. The two pieces of the question are, haventivéster and
his Cabinet colleagues discussed how to respottietoeed of
municipalities to expand their own-source reverthesugh the
use of taxes or other instruments? And have thekeld also at
providing further relief to senior citizens who Wit remain in
their own home but are having a difficult time dwethe in-
creased costs of operating and maintaining theiméo—
largely fuel increases and tax increases? | loolwdod to a
reasonably short answer.

Hon. Mr. Lang:
certainly realize that the taxes go up every yeaihitehorse.
They have for the last whatever. Do | agree withtdxes or do
| think that maybe we could look at how we spend tdxes
better in the City of Whitehorse?

This government has never raised taxes. To betlfarter-
ritorial government has not raised taxes. Now iyirgathat,
the municipal governments have other issues whithmost
cases, are based on recreational facilities anelstments like
that. But as far as Our Towns, Our Future, thisegoment
went out to have the discussion that we've had twverperiod
of time in partnership with the Association of Yuk€ommu-
nities, which we’re doing at the moment. In fatteit report
has been brought — it hasn't been tabled yet, soewstill
waiting for that.

The pioneer utility grant, which is a grant that tpovern-
ment puts out, is under Health and Social Servic#snk that
is indexed, but I'm not quite sure if it is or ndtou could ask
that of the minister when the minister is herehihk it's in-
dexed, but I could be wrong on that.

In answer to the member’s question regarding thesya-
tem here, the Property Assessment and Taxatiorchraver-
view of assessment and taxation has some integestatistics
from 2010-11. Last year, there were 21,420 properthat
were assessed for a total assessed value of $Bib8.HTrhat
was the assessed value of the properties. Last lyeareown-
ers grants were paid to approximately 7,500 hoddshaver-
aging $415 each. | think that's what the memberosjip was
leading on.

The Property Assessment and Taxation branch sderun
the Community Development division, along with tiranches
of Community Affairs, Information and Support Sees, Op-
erations and Programs, Public Libraries and SpuitRecrea-
tion. The mandate of the Property Assessment anctiba

Addressing the member opposite, | branch is to provide all Yukon taxing authoritieghacurrent,

accurate and equitable property assessments aaldigistthe
general property tax rates for all areas outsidawficipalities.
The branch also administers various other Yukoneguwent
programs, such as the rural electrification progeat the rural
well program — which is another program we put iace —
seniors’ property tax deferral — which is anothesgrgam that
seniors can take advantage of — and the homeovgrarg
program. Those are responsible to the branch.itself
The accomplishments for 2010-11 — a general reasses

ment was completed on approximately 8,200 rural oruk
properties. The rural electrification program, drestprogram
that we started as a government, continues to gecliectricity
and telecommunication services to Yukoners in rarabs. In
2010-11, 63 projects are in progress to be conhldtke pro-

The Our Towns, Our Future committee considers lfiscagram allows for alternative energy systems, siegié multiple

capacity. They also considered provisions of losatvices,
revenue generation, municipal grants, lot develognmend
more. Of course, | look forward to the committebliteg that
report this spring in Haines Junction during thes@gation of
Yukon Communities general meeting and | will regpa that
time. At the moment, as Minister of Community Seed,
we’ve tasked that board, that committee to do thewd work
and I'm not going to presume the outcome of thatrtat all.

Of course, we will be discussing that report in N2&yL1 at
the Association of Yukon Communities AGM, so thase the
kinds of things we are working on at the momenteyflare
going to table the report, and we are going to fmvesponse
to it at the Association of Yukon Communities meegtiin
Haines Junction.

Remember that there is a definite line of respalitsib
The municipalities are a taxing authority and tfene respon-
sible for setting annual tax rates. They are taskét that.
That's part of their responsibilities. Of coursiizens need to
work with municipal governments on their tax quesss. If any
individual has an issue with taxes, they shouldknwith the
municipality.

on-grid electrical power, and telecommunication rexstions.
Again, it covers a bit more than just electrificati

The rural domestic water program — excuse me, |iwas
correct when | said that the government starteduhead electri-
fication program. That was started before. But werenthe
ones who put the rural domestic water program tagetit
helps to ensure Yukoners have access to safe,|lpataker. To
date, 105 projects have been completed and 42 paiiects
are in progress or have been completed this yehmenproc-
essed and paid out over $3 million in homeowneantgr So
that covers the Property Assessment and Taxatianchrand
how they work, in essence, and what programs aderutieir
responsibility.

I'd like to make it very clear and reinforce ondrie— the
Yukon government has no property tax authority imithnu-
nicipalities. We haven’t got any flexibility on that all. We
have no property tax authority within municipalitidn an un-
incorporated Yukon community, this government has in-
creased tax rates at any time during our eight-yeandate.
We as a government have chosen not to raise taxes.
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As we move through the department and the manyctspe was a $40,000 investment and well worth every aghgn you

of the department, you can see it is a very largeadment
and, of course, we see a lot of the resources goioglifferent
programs and different aspects of the departménmtelare to
look at the investments we are making, in the Whitse and
Carcross waterfronts — the Whitehorse waterfron$i8.45
million. The roundhouse train shed renovations —1$600.
That's under construction, with an estimated cotighe of
March 2011. So it is work going on as we speak. Wharf
parking lot trail development — $5.092 million. Bons are
under construction with an estimated completionhia fall of
2011; landscaping to be completed in the springGdf2. The
biggest part of it will be completed this summemigyard heri-
tage building renovation — another investment 06&600.
Estimated completion is this fall, September 2011.

Ogilvie-to-Strickland landscaping — $1,300,000 —nh€o
struction in the spring 2011, estimated completadh2011. As
you can see, the waterfront will be a very busyt pdWhite-
horse in the oncoming summer months.

The transmission line relocation — and that's ay\ier-
portant part of the Kwanlin Dun cultural centre &ese that
will bury the line that goes across the river —ai$1,450,000
investment, and there’'s no timeline on that. Thisresome
guestion of engineering at this point, | think, uis in the
plans to be buried and put under the river instéfagbing over
the river.

Parking at the Kwanlin Dun First Nation site — $20®.
It will be constructed this fall, 2011. The Old &iHall tower
addition — $110,000. That's another engineeringstioe at
the moment. They're looking at the engineerings l& project
that was on the list, but | see that it is notvark this summer.
The YESAA assessment — of course, that has to be de
$13,000. Kishwoot Island bridge — extracting it gmdling it
out of its location has been completed.

The Shipyards concession building for $1.35 millivas
completed. The First Avenue reconstruction, you heve to
go there to see that investment — $5,260,000; ¢oaiktruction
is completed for $176,000; the new lighting on fRebert
Campbell bridge for $79,000; landscaping of ShiggaPark
for $700,000 is completed; soil remediation for @G80 is
completed; Rotary Peace Park expanded parking dot
$420,000 is completed, and of course there is tharfin Dun
First Nation cultural centre. As you can see, an whaterfront
in Whitehorse, there are large investments.

| will give an overview of what's happening on tlar-
cross waterfront. The pedestrian bridge was a $@smiin-
vestment, and that was completed in 2008. The Bewieav-
ing deck and restroom facility cost $294,000. Thaagin, was
completed in 2008. As we move through this, you sea the
improvements that are made on-site. The visitore ba$ra-
structure, phase 1, power upgrades was a $90,8@3tment
completed in 2009.

The Carcross carving shed — a great improvementhor
town of Carcross and well-used by the First Natoal other
carvers — was a $472,000 investment in the watetrfroCar-
cross. The Carcross welcome sign was a very impeepgece
of art, actually, when you look at it — more thasign. That

look at the sign itself. It's quite a piece of athen you look at
it. The Carcross boat launch dock and parking 10$585,000.
Again, it's an access for people who boat in thitreas a park-
ing lot for storing boat trailers. TH&S Tutshi memorial, which
| was talking about this afternoon, was $600,008.d timber-
frame structure with a viewing deck, interpretivgnage and
the bow and covered display area. Again, | recontmiiat
everyone should take a walk around Carcross totlseém-
provements over the last couple of years.

Of course, | did talk about the Carcross gatewayilipn
and visitors washroom. That's a very important pErtCar-
cross. That's a $750,000 project, which is understraiction
but will be finished, | would say, for this busymsmer season.

The visitor infrastructure and Carcross downtowadro
work — $1.4 million — you only have to drive thrdugar-
cross to understand the investment on the grouer thom a
parking situation, if you were caught at any powtten the
buses came into the community. Without this kindoafdwork
and infrastructure it was, to say the least, ah#otic because
the buses had no marshalling area and they jugpstowher-
ever they found a spot. But this will certainly igitte the prob-
lem that they've had over the last couple of yedtss $1.4
million will re-grade off-road areas and improveaitiage on
the high-traffic, high-density Tagish-Bennett-Gidedoop;
asphalt pavement, concrete curb, gutters, sidevaaikstraffic
control. So as you can see, this $1.4 million aski¥e the park-
ing issue in the downtown core.

The Carcross landscaping is a $450,000 projegtillltbe
constructed in 2012. So you can see as we move20ut-12,
water system upgrade for the construction summeoat is a
$1.5-million investment — upgrades to the watemtiment
equipment and plant building improvements. Thagoig to
be a massive improvement for the community of Gemsr
Eventually we would like to see where Carcross @¢dake
advantage of a domestic water system through toermunity
— and waste water — and that would be somethingdbald
be addressed with this investment on the grouni dduld be
the first step in a much bigger project.

There is $1 million for turning lanes and a toupsilout.

f The turning lanes into Carcross is another sitnatigth the
large demand that is on the community of Carcrossnawou
look at the parking situation or just getting ascesd egress
from the community of Carcross. This $1 million Malt turn-
ing lanes into Carcross and a visitors’ pullout thoe new wel-
come sign. That again will take advantage of thaestment
we have on the ground there in the signage.

It bodes well for the community of Carcross but,inm
proving Carcross, we improve many aspects of oargonity
because Carcross, as you know, has a large Fit&inNeom-
ponent to it and also a general population and;, theeyears, it
has become a destination for the White Pass rdilroa

As we improve the community of Carcross, and a-dwe
the work on the ground, | imagine, from a tourigirp of view,
we're going to see an improvement in the numbetiéntown
of Carcross. So that in itself will create businéssthe com-
munity of Carcross.
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With the White Pass extending the rail — which ves-c
tainly encouraged when they made the decision tehdb—
from Bennett to Carcross, it was a large investnfentthe
White Pass corporation itself. It certainly bereditthe com-
munity of Carcross because — not only with rail amgrback
to Carcross on a seasonal basis, but the employopgairtuni-
ties for the community of Carcross were certaimhproved.
When you think about many years ago, the White Rass
such a large part of the community of Carcrossabse they
employed a big part of the Carcross population o rail
crews. They had a creosote plant there that wodked sea-
sonal basis.

That all disappeared with the closing of the raitto So
that is certainly an improvement for the commubiggause the
community now has a basis. Now, mind you, it's eeab
work, but it certainly is something that the comiityihas done
for many, many years. Talking about Carcross agaith the
solid-waste situation there — because of the lonatf Car-
cross and the burning policy that was in placewats very
much of a deterrent to Carcross and the peopledithere. So
it was one of the first areas we really lookedsataahow would
we go forward — understanding that we as a goventrase
committed to “no burn” by 2012 — but we sort oftfascked
Carcross because of the situation Carcross fowetf iin be-
cause of the burning situation and the winds aedvtiileys. It
became quite apparent that we had to do somethinthe
Yukon Solid Waste Action Plan. So Carcross benefited from
one of our first investments on the ground with Wukon Solid

go up and the tax rate goes up, the taxes juspgiat much
more. So there is some flexibility on the partled government
with regard to the assessment side.

If the minister doesn't have the information, I'mrs his
officials would be more than happy to send thabrimfation to
my office later, and that is about the seniorsdeferrals. My
qguestion around the homeowners grant — | recogthi@epio-
neer utility grant — | believe it is indexed as ivel is the re-
sponsibility of the Department of Health and So8atvices.

The minister's department is responsible for thendo
owners grant. He mentioned that it was 7,500 gramésaging
about $415. There is a seniors component to thatevkeniors
actually qualify for a little bit more of a graritan those of us
who aren’'t quite there yet. My question was moreuad
whether or not they had looked at increasing th@dawners
grant, especially on the seniors side, to try gishseniors with
staying in their own homes. The minister failedatswer that
question, but hopefully it will be better luck ndihe and he’ll
catch that one this time around.

He also went on as well to discuss the rural welgpam.
This has been an issue that | have raised oveowsrdand over
again in this Legislative Assembly, and | beliehe Member
for Lake Laberge has raised this issue a numbdmws as
well.

There are increased country residential lots beiegel-
oped within the City of Whitehorse. The originabsen for
bringing in the rural domestic well program — ircally
enough, it was because of the National Safety Canlagething

Waste Action Plan for putting in a transfer station, and that that we mentioned in Question Period — it was bgseaaf the

certainly has been well received in the community.

I'll sit down and answer any other questions themier
opposite has.

Mr. Cardiff:
20 minutes every time | ask him a question — lilsaid before
— we’re going to have a hard time getting throutjthés.

I'm well aware of the projects that have been utaken
and completed in Carcross. | visit there quite fady and |
think they're all valuable contributions to the ammmity of
Carcross. If the minister wants to talk about saeligste, I'm
glad that they finally caught on. | asked thesestjoaes around
solid-waste management, stopping burning, and fearsda-
tions on a loop for years before they finally resped. Even
then, they still insisted on dragging their heetsd gyoing
through a different process.

But, as | said earlier as well, every time the st
speaks, there are more questions. The longer hakspthe
longer this is going to take. So if he would trydonfine his
answers to the question — answer the questionsatkadsked
— it would be very helpful.

When the minister was responding to the questiautab
municipal taxes, he also raised the issue of asserds. The
reality is that it is the territorial governmentatidoes property
assessments, so there is some flexibility, bectiuseassess-
ments affect the taxes greatly. While it's greadtthiour as-
sessments may be going up and your property maydvth
more money, it is, once again, putting seniors etbardship
position when paying their property taxes. If thesessments

axle loads and the increased cost of water deliviéryas to
make water affordable. For the minister's inforromtiit is
World Water Day. Water should be a human right. ieis-

If the minister insists on speaking the full ter had said on numerous occasions that they'r&kingrdili-

gently to provide access to affordable, potableamiwater in
various communities. There is a problem, as theist@n
knows, with the taxation authority being the Cifyéhitehorse
and the administration of the rural well progranthivi a mu-
nicipality. But | believe there’s a willingness tme part of the
City of Whitehorse, and other municipalities, adlwobably,
to access this program. Despite asking questioasafeer year
after year, the minister has not been able to camevith a
solution to see this program delivered within thenmipality
of Whitehorse.

Yet there are more and more lots that this woulecabe-
ing developed within municipalities that don’t haagcess to a
piped water system. It's probably not just in thiey©f White-
horse; it's in other communities as well. The rudaimestic
well program is one way for this minister to enstinat all
Yukoners have access to affordable, potable, cldamestic
water for their use to keep them healthy.

If he wants to respond about the seniors tax daf@ian
and maybe looking at some way of increasing théoseside
of the homeowners grant to allow seniors to staph&ir homes
and be able to pay their taxes, and also give mepaate on
the progress or lack thereof on seeing the ruratedtic well
program delivered within municipalities.
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Hon. Mr. Lang:
ity and the rural well program — we were the goveemt that
instituted the rural well program. We've tried t@fk with the
municipalities. We've opened a dialogue with themtle op-
portunities for them to enter into this. The mupéadities can
provide a program similar to the rural domesticexatell pro-
gram and we, as a government, are willing to asstkt details
of how our program is set up and administered. Yokon
government understands municipalities may incur iaistna-
tive costs in offering a loan program, but theyldwe the op-
tion of charging an appropriate administrative feeffset the
cost.

Dialogue between Community Services and City
Whitehorse officials last occurred over the summvéh city
officials indicating they needed to consider thésue further.
We will continue to be available to discuss optiforsdelivery
of municipal water well programs — so it's not thae're
dragging our heels on anything. The City of Whitelgohas
gone back to the drawing board and they asked ¥e h@ore
time to consider this issue further.

We are open to discussion with our municipalitieésod-
fering this program, and we certainly look forwaodany offer
by the municipality in a positive way.

To go over the background of our water well progrém
rural domestic water well program is available toat Yukon
property owners to assist with funding for domestiater
wells. That is what it was set up for. When we issties, the
municipalities had the ability under tiMunicipal Act to pro-
vide for similar programming and to recover theitzgost by
way of local improvement charges on their propéaty bills.
Again, Mr. Chair, we do not tax inside the muniditya The
Yukon government has discussed and is willing tasaer
program options that would assist municipalitiesl anoperty
owners.

The discussion about the municipal- ada projects are related to water and waste watsplays are

up in the Elijah Smith Building to highlight our ggects and
the Yukon government-wide water projects.

As we move forward, there has been no governmettitein
history of the Yukon that has ever invested thdagslon the
ground for waste water and our potable water.

| guess we have to look back so that we can lookdu.
Over the past four years, Yukon has seen tremendctigty
to improve its infrastructure. The benefits are esigread
across our territory. Building Canada funds, whigha 75:25
partnership that comes to us under the provineialtbry-
based fund, plays a very central role in Yukon gornent’s

ofability to undertake this work. In 2009, the Depeeht of

Community Services met with all our municipaliti€srst Na-
tion governments, and local advisory councils aaldl lpublic
meetings in every community. We identified commuynmitfra-
structure priority and built a long-term plan theitl account
for the changing needs of our Yukon communities.

Priorities were captured in the Yukon infrastruetyan,
which is being used to strategically invest Buili€anada
dollars in Yukon communities. Another thing thatHould re-
mind the House of — these dollars have to not golyhrough
the territorial government, but there is a prociesfiow the
dollars are okayed by the federal government —ghhatough
Infrastructure Canada.

So any projects we do, or bundle of projects, weeha
vet them with Infrastructure Canada. This yeass dif projects
does a good job of reflecting the priorities we ché@m the
communities — in other words, the money is investedur
communities and recommended by our communities.

Over the next year, we will see a development ofteva
water and water services in the Town of Mayo, waster
collection improvements in Destruction Bay and Teshater
supply upgrades in the community of Old Crow, wjgtesd

The Yukon government has no property tax authorityimprovements to the freshwater system in the conityiof

within the municipalities; therefore it cannot eut loans
through a local improvement charge, nor do we hhedegis-
lation to secure a loan in another taxing author8g, Mr.
Chair, our limitations on what we can do with a neipality
couldn’t be clearer. We have put the offer out twrkwvith our
municipalities. Obviously, through the dialoguegythare going
to take some more time to consider it.

| certainly encourage them to consider it becatiszeii-
tainly is a benefit to their community, understargdiwWhite-
horse is a large area and this would certainly owpraccess to
potable water in the territory. | hope that thatmdses the
member opposite. It doesn’t have anything to dd wits gov-
ernment dragging its feet on anything. The municgmern-
ments have the option. We work with the municipaleyn-
ments and now it is their decision, and we willghiélthe deci-
sion comes and it is positive. | guess when we ahidut Can-
ada Water Week, which the member opposite brought-uat
the beginning of Canada Water Week, | announce@@ié-12
annual capital plan for Building Canada with thddeal Minis-
try of Transport, Infrastructure and Communities. dther
words, we made an announcement in our partnerghiphe
beginning of Canada Water Week. Most of the Bugd@®an-

Haines Junction and other water-related projecthéntowns
of Carcross, Tagish and Ross River. Yukon goverrtrizean-
suring that Yukoners have access to safe and sabtaidrink-
ing water and is investing in waste-water treatmentjects
that meet or exceed national standards.

Building Canada projects identified in 2011-12 aainu
capital plan also include improvements to highwagads and
streets, and green energy projects. These prajedtgle geo-
thermal heat recovery as part of the Burwash Landiell
project; district biomass heating system for thencwnity of
Dawson City; highway improvements on the Atlin Raatd
the Campbell Highway; also the improvements toitiersec-
tion of Two Mile Hill and the Alaska Highway in th@ity of
Whitehorse; upgrades to community streets in RoB®rR
Burwash Landing and Teslin.

Canada and Yukon’'s joint investments under Building
Canada bring long-term benefits to our communitiesal
businesses and of course our economy. This is rdsiovest-
ment that will translate into much broader advaesafpr our
Yukon. Overall, more than $40.6 million in invesimt® under
the 2011-12 Building Canada fund will bring realnbgts to
Yukon communities, this year and for years to comepart-
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nership with Canada, the Government of Yukon iskivgy to
enhance sustainable community infrastructure fohealthy
environment and provide safe drinking water, roadsl
bridges.

You can see where these dollars go on a yearly blst
$40.6 million is investment in 2011-12 from BuildirfCanada
in partnership with the Canadian government.

One of the commitments under the infrastructura jgao
continue to provide safe and sustainable watemaxie-water
treatment. A number of water projects — again Il wjb
through them; it's an impressive 2011-12 — Cargrdsslin,
Haines Junction, Champagne and Aishihik First NestjcCar-
cross-Tagish First Nation, residents of Taku subgia in
Tagish, Ross River, Mayo, Rock Creek, Deep CreekwBsh
Landing, Mendenhall, Dawson City, Watson Lake, Famd of
course Old Crow. These communities are all beinghed
with Building Canada resources.

You can see that most of the communities in thetdbey
that have needs will be touched by this investmehts in-
vestment is an ongoing investment. It's a sevem-peagram,
and we are going into the fifth year. It's an ongpinvestment
in our communities. It's quite a lengthy accomptignt and
investment in our territory.

The annual plans are really extensive — how we cante
with the projects, how the municipalities and uwimorated
communities and First Nations put their needs doWhe in-
vestments have gone through Building Canada antduiser-
tainly every community is touched by this investmen

Mr. Chair, the investments are needed. When wecamd
communities, as a group, did the assessmentsptideshortfall
in the infrastructure in the territory was $100lioil some. It is
an ongoing investment, and we look forward to thk d&nd
ongoing years as we see the improvements in ounortity.

Also, we have to remember our municipalities haargé
responsibilities just on the day-to-day managenmntheir
communities, whether it's Haines Junction or Watkake or
— I'm just talking about the municipalities outsitlee City of
Whitehorse, which has a paid mayor and other fasliat her
disposal. But in the towns of Watson Lake or Daw&ity or
Haines Junction, Mayo and Teslin — these communtti@ve
individuals who virtually volunteer their time toonk as mayor
and councillors in those communities. So | reakyd to take
my hat off to those individuals. Certainly, | apgiege the work
they do for their communities, and I'm sure the cmumity
does.

| look forward to investing this money because,iagthis
is money that would have to be invested and wouldehto
come from the municipalities if, in fact, they hidu resources
to do it. So, this certainly relieves the municifyabf some of
the responsibility — the financial responsibility and makes
their decision process a little easier. That celyatovers the
Building Canada in Community Services and certagdyers
the number of projects we have and the large ammfumtoney
that’s being invested in the community.

The member opposite was talking about assessniemts.
not sure what he was suggesting, but it soundedetdike he
wanted some flexibility in how assessments are dorkewho

they apply to. In other words, an assessment coelld differ-
ent assessment to different homeowners — howeuvemnyuld
pick the winners in that. The assessments are stensiand
fair and we take responsibility for doing it vergriwusly. In
one year, the assessors review properties in urmiocated
Yukon and in the opposite year, municipalities. @asessors
are professional individuals and are guided byslegjpn. They
don’t have the flexibility to do something that idbe — |
guess maybe he wants to do something that is cl&éherproc-
ess is fair and consistent and has to be thataSdéar as our
seniors assessments, we certainly as a governrddréss any
shortfalls we find our community in and certainlg wake the
situation of our seniors very, very seriously. \deHl at differ-
ent programs that we have over a period of timeraimyest or
reassess as this goes along.

We all understand it's beneficial for seniors taysas long
as they can in their own homes, so anything wedmaito en-
courage that, we certainly do. | hope that answessquestion
on assessments and it clears up the fact that theitethe
flexibility in assessment that the member oppasiteded to.

Mr. Cardiff: Once again, the minister decided to
pretty much talk the clock out and he still failedtalk about
the seniors tax deferral or whether or not theyeweoking at
doing something with the seniors portion of the komners
grant. He can say they care about seniors all hesywaut he
still failed to address that question for the thirde. I'm sure
that it's frustrating for those who are listenifgping to hear
an answer from this minister.

I have a number of other questions that I'd likeagk the
minister; they are a little wide-ranging. The mtaisis respon-
sible, as well, for consumer protection. We havse the is-
sue of payday loans on a number of occasions, leadigh
rate of interest that is taken by the loan compariéore often
than not, it's the working poor, transient workengio have
difficulty getting banking services and are oftévinlg from
cheque to cheque and find themselves in a shoptsition,
unable to pay the rent or buy food.

We have raised this a number of times. About twarye
ago, the then Minister of Community Services shit he was
looking into it, and they were going to look at thiuation, |
believe, in Manitoba and they were going to repartk to the
Legislative Assembly or actually put in place somegulations
that regulate those high-interest rates and papaoa them.

This is an important issue for people with margimal
comes. | think it's an important issue for many Wokrs. |
would hope that the minister would take that issagously.
I'm going to give the minister an opportunity tspend to one
question and see how he does with that. Hopefuléyll get a
timely answer.

Hon. Mr. Lang: On the payday loan issue, there are
two national payday loan companies in the City diiMdhorse
only — the Cash Store and Money Mart. I'm not qutee if
they're both still here. | don’t know. We are a nimm of the
national Consumer Measures Committee, which hasldped
public education materials, including information payday
lending and borrowing. Consumer Services also plewiin-
formation and advice to people concerned by tlsgdsand we
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continue to monitor progress of the payday loamstiy within
Canada.

It is a service that obviously a community takesasdage
of because they're still here. In Canada, they g $ill C-26,
An Act to Amend the Criminal Code, which defines the payday
loan and provides provinces and territories with tlexibility
to regulate the payday lending industry. Largervpres in
Canada are introducing payday lending legislatidfe are
monitoring that as we move forward and we have Thash
Store and Money Mart here in Whitehorse. So itosathing
we aren’t ignoring. We are monitoring it, and cemaworking
with Canada as a whole to see what we could ontiana
level. I'm sure the federal government is workirtgtaoo. In
answering the question, it's work-in-progress amdamething
that a government could look at in the future.

Mr. Cardiff:
guestion in a timely manner. It's unfortunate tladter two
years it basically sounds like we’re still in a diolg pattern on
this one and watching what is going on in otheisglictions.

Maybe we shouldn’t be watching what other jurisdics
are doing; maybe we should be working with thenfirid the
solutions together.

| have a number of areas that | still would likeetplore
with the minister. An issue that has been raisatiérmedia, on
the doorstep and out on the street is the provisfoservices
through EMS and the changes that are being madedusiaff-
ing and the reduction of overtime. | can understidredneed to
control the cost of services. This is much like fine service
— an essential service to Yukoners.

It is not easy running a service like this becaiise 24
hours a day, seven days a week, 365 days a yehd(agears
every decade, 100 years every century. This is gongeyou
can’t do without, because when the call comes in iyeed to
be able to respond. There have been assurances lgveffi-
cials that the service won't decrease, but theeesame in the
community who are really concerned that — | belidvat the
issue around the ambulances, the actual vehicksth on the
street responding to calls are covered off, big ib the event
of there being a medevac and, if it is an extrenmelyy day,
there might be delays. It's about how EMS priodizhow to
respond to these individuals who are in medicdtels.

There has been some concern raised of the pogsihitit
some people in communities, depending on the &guoir their
medical situation, might have to wait three or fbours for a
plane to be dispatched to their community becafi$eeositua-
tion. You actually have to call in another crew @rertime in
order to do that medevac flight.

The minister mentioned earlier in his remarks —hihk it
was yesterday — that there were 683 medevacs dast Yhat
is roughly two a day, and there are probably dapemnwthe
medevac plane doesn't fly, and | know there aresdaken
they are extremely busy.

The issue becomes how those individuals who areirreq
ing services are prioritized and the ability topesd in a
timely manner and not leave people stranded in conithes
with medical situations where they're not beingltedth in a
timely manner.

It has even been suggested to me by some that isaline
viduals have had to wait until the next day — ahib thot
through the fault of the air ambulance. This isuab how we
staff and fund Emergency Medical Services. One omrals
raised this is because when you look at the budietactual
figures in 2009-10 were almost $7.5 million. Théiraate for
2010-11 was about $6.9 million. The actuals orftirecast for
2010-11 — so there has more than likely been are@se in
the real cost of these services in the last yeds -about $7.85
million. But when | look at the estimate for thisay, we're at
$7.35 million, which is below what was actually spa 2009-
10 and substantially below what we were forecasiatce spent
last year.

| understand that this is a difficult area to mandigan-
cially because there are a lot of unknowns. It'simlike Wild-

I thank the minister for addressing the land Fire Management, where you don’t know whatditga-

tion is going to bring on an annual basis whemihes to wild-
fire. You can make some predictions, but | know thal think

it was back in 2004 — we had an exceptional seé&sowild-

land fire and there were millions and millions aflldrs spent
and projects had to be deferred because of that.

But in this situation, it's people’s health andetgfand it's
people’s lives in some instances that are at steke. So,
while it's good to look at how you manage the ollep4-
hours-a-day, seven-days-a-week, 365-days-a-yesicegrou
have to ensure that level of service is kept tertain standard.

As | said, you cannot always predict what's goiaghap-
pen. You don’'t know when there’s going to be a stisaand
there is going to be a requirement. You might havieave four
or five crews called out. | would think that twotbree of them
would probably be on overtime if there was an emecy of
that nature. We need to ensure that the levelrefcgeis main-
tained for all Yukoners.

We have seen, in communities, volunteers get stdesat
where there has been a lack of services or a rieduict ser-
vices in some communities here in the Yukon. Welrteeen-
sure that that doesn’t happen any more and thatreorties
are covered off, one way or the other, and theyrateleft
hanging.

I am hoping that the minister can provide a respdaghat
and give me and other Yukoners some reassurancthéysare
working diligently to ensure that this indeed ddekappen.

Hon. Mr. Lang: When we talk about EMS and the
ambulance service in the territory, there is anotoenponent
to this that sometimes people don’t realize — tiatevac is
also dictated by whether there’'s a bed at the othelr So if
there is no bed in Vancouver or Edmonton, they inkglep a
patient for three or four hours here and stabilimm and then
send them down to a hospital that will receive thét's not
just the staff that runs the ambulance; it's aldwetier we can
get the patient into a situation in one of our camities. When
we tend to think it's a question about air ambuégntin some
cases is timing for, first of all, stabilizing tlpatient, and sec-
ond of all, can we get the individual into a hospgituation as
quickly as possible — understanding that our aicegrews
have to take the patient right to the hospital drel/ have to
stay with that patient until such a time as a permsauthority
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takes that patient over. So there are steps takemtwith an air
evac situation.

Certainly, we as a government have an obligatiormre
we honour that obligation — to make sure that aueweacs are
well- managed and well-staffed for whatever thé isallf you
were to look at our 2010 call-out — | guess when get the
statistics here, and every call is important —ibybu were to
take a look at all of our ambulance stations or rmamities that
have a volunteer ambulance service — in Beaver kCiteere
were 29 calls last year. That's two a month. Nawgdesn't
mean that they're not important and that peopletdenthey
don’t happen at 9:00 in the morning, but understdrad the
volume is a bit less in Beaver Creek than it igha town of
Watson Lake, which is 365 calls a year. If it woalgerage out,
it would be one a day. Teslin got 74; Tagish ggtRéss River
is 56 calls; Pelly Crossing was 30 calls; Mayo Ha& calls;
Marsh Lake had 24 calls — you would have thougtat th
Marsh Lake would have been busier. Haines Jun¢tazh115
calls — so, again, quite a number.

Faro had 59 calls. Eagle Plains — where we havanan
bulance and trained individuals — had no callsoZ&restruc-
tion Bay had 18 calls. The City of Dawson had 2&ls¢which
is roughly 100 fewer calls than the Town of Watdake.
Carmacks had 100 calls. Carcross had 27 calls. eBgareek
had 29 calls. Again, as the member opposite wastphbout,
it is a management issue because every one of tatises as
important as the City of Whitehorse calls.

On the air evac, if we were to look at the medeyvtuos
medevacs are always available 24 hours a day. Gheme-
mote locations throughout the Yukon, it does takeetto mo-
bilize and respond. Again, we are dealing with lainps and
staff, but we have made on-the-ground improvemeni3aw-
son, for example. An ambulance is now stored aaitgtrip for
tquicker medevac response — another tool that dpardment
used to better manage the ambulance in Dawsorhédmem-
ber said, he could appreciate we are looking tdicoally im-
prove services and remain fiscally responsibleother words,
as you said, we are all talking budgets and howwarbest
spend Yukon taxpayers’ money and give them the mmaxi
service. But again, people’s care is paramount,Qfair. EMS
provides safe, rapid, highly skilled EMS care ar@shsport. We
are committed to service excellence and peoplets. ca

| think sometimes we forget what service we do -get
when you go Outside and go into the hospital arel the
treatment that Yukon patients get outside of tmetéey. Peo-
ple come back and they're amazed at the servicgeteavith
our partnerships in Vancouver, Edmonton and Calgary
wherever that care is available. We get a veryadhgh treat-
ment when we leave Yukon.

| know that the new hospital in Dawson is a verntea-
tious issue with the Liberal Party. Of course, tfaaility will
mitigate some of the questions we have in northoru&nd is a
needed component for the town of Dawson.

By the way, the improved facility in Watson Lake the
one that the Liberals insinuate on a daily basisdt exist —
the hospital in Watson Lake has been a big paouofcommu-
nity for many, many years. It has a staff of 40gledoday.

The ambulance services in those two bigger cerdres
quite extensive. Another recommendation we got ftbende-
partment itself was to put some paramedics in Dav@&ty and
Watson Lake, and that adds to the professional tethe vol-
unteers and has been well-received by the Citya$dn and
Watson Lake. There are two individuals in each comity,
and that component is made up of full-time posgioand that
helps to modernize our medevac service in thoseraamties.

Emergency Medical Services provides safe, rapid and

highly skilled emergency medical care. I'd liketaie a minute
to thank those volunteers. There are more thanvaQinteer
firefighters in the territory — 270, | think the mber is. If we
were to lump together the number of volunteers aeehin
EMS, it would be quite impressive — the number ok¥ners
who volunteer on a daily basis.

In the 15 rural communities, this service is deladk by
volunteers. Successful volunteer recruitment atent®n de-
pends on continued efforts by government and conitiean
alike. In other words, we work with our communitieghether
it's our municipalities or unincorporated commuedtj to make
sure that we have a contingent of EMS workers. Wheay
that, we also have to be prepared for training. iMétitute a
training program for those individuals and encoerdigem to
work on their training as they improve themselveshat they
can better serve as volunteers on these ambulavgedook
for more ways to increase the number of volunte&hat’s
always an issue. How do we get more volunteersaugec a
volunteer is a volunteer. He might be available aedmight
not be available, so we have to have a pool ofntekers that
are in our communities so that we can either sdeedluwork
with these individuals to make sure that we alwagge a full
complement of volunteers.

The medevac situation and staffing situation iagoing
process. We certainly have expanded that. We hepaneed
that to 24 hours a day.

We certainly have manned it. Another thing we did —

very important — we re-categorized our employeeghsy are
now employees — they're not part-time employeesamtract
individuals. So now the individuals who work fuivie for us
on EMS and the air evac are full-time employeesthad was
an improvement for the employees. Again, | remimel House
that as we look at this, and we look at the medeitaation
and all the resources this government has putrirédevac —
2011 is $6.6 million and 2010 is $6.5 million ar@d?2 is $5.0
million. There have been improvements in the resesr
Community Services acquired the responsibility Ed1S just
in the last two or three years — 2008, as my lehrnend
says. Certainly, it's been a growing experiencetli@ depart-
ment to manage the file. We certainly are veryaeriabout
modernizing our facilities.

We have put the money together in the next two-year

budget to have a EMS building at the top of the Tvite Hill.
As we know, we only have to drive around the comityuof
Whitehorse — the best location for our EMS ambutacews
is invariably in the new location because in fdwts where
the majority of our population is. Certainly thaiedn’'t mean
that we would shut down the ambulance facilityret hospital
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because, in fact, that is where our air evac amigelas sta-
tioned. Also, it could facilitate the calls in Ridale and part of
downtown Whitehorse. It is not something that woist be
there for air evacs.

| think if we were to do anything in our rural coranities
— | think by the investment we have made in our camities
from an education point of view — and certainly trew thing
we did is to modernize the actual ambulances. Wzt very
important, and also the commitment to replace aarnds as
an ongoing investment — and certainly you will seethe
budget that there is an ambulance that would baceg.

These ambulances are a very big part or componemtrt
EMS investment. As we go through and as we replaaghly
10 percent of our ambulances a year, in that invest, we
certainly modernize the ambulances. Those modédiizaare
based on equipment and other improvements — agteadiry
year that the improvements are made, we try to éakentage
of those improvements.

viduals in crisis or in a situation where they neke help of
EMS? That in itself is part and parcel of the tiagn Another
part of the training is how the individual doeseafthe situa-
tion. In the heat of the moment, they react to sftaation;
they're trained to do that. But how do they indivadly adjust
themselves to some situations that are quite gus¥dt’'s not
an easy job and it certainly takes a lot of tragnilt's a consis-
tent training thing that | appreciate the departintking.

| spoke last year at the annual meeting, when ey bin
all the volunteers, or all the volunteers who came, under-
standing that volunteers have to be in their conitiagm So
there are always a few who can’t make it. It was/\apparent
in the workshops that they were doing that day hbes de-
partment interacted with our volunteers. That's amant be-
cause, at the end of the day, if we don’t have ihigraction
and that acceptance of leadership the departmees,gand the
training, our EMS would suffer.

The annual event also incorporates a skills cortipefiso

Another thing we did as a government was make a corit’s a competitive thing. People get to know eatteo, not just

scious decision to not only concentrate on traingaythat our
individual volunteers are well-trained and contirtinat training
over the year. As you can see by the numbers,sopén De-
struction Bay is not going to get the same expegdn an am-
bulance as an individual in Watson Lake, but ithiyie has to
be as prepared and as trained as any one of thdsédual

people. Think about Eagle Plains — they got nosdakt year.
That individual — the EMS individual and the grothere
trained to get ready for any incident that coulggen on the
Dempster Highway. So those kinds of investmentsvary,

very important.

The department has done a massively fine job efnat-
ing EMS, EMO and all the departments to make surehave
the services we do have today with the volunterer diepart-
ments. They have had the dialogue. They have sah ddath
our volunteers and signed a three-year commitmegerding
honorariums. That's the first time in the historfytbe Yukon
that those kinds of negotiations were done, any llawe been
successful, Mr. Chair, and that bodes well fordbpartment.

Protective Services’ objectives is to promote aosdtdr
emergency preparedness through the provision aflagae,
coordination and support for safety of people, guiting risk,
protecting property, providing public informationdathe con-
tinuity of government in the event of a disasten@jor emer-
gencies in communities in conjunction with othevels of
government.

In our outlying communities — the smaller commuasti
like Haines Junction and Marsh Lake — EMS and vi@an
firefighters are looked at in the community as geieaders in
most cases and also the better-trained individioalleadership
roles, so they're called on in many cases. | oalyehto remind
the members opposite about the floods in Marsh lzaikehow
the fire department there rallied around, and tlidland fire
group and Department of Highways and Public Workd a
Community Services.

If you were to take a look at an EMS individualy@un-
teer, they respond to people in crisis. It's a wagynanding job.
Of course, that in itself is training. How do yoeadl with indi-

the community that you serve, but there’s alsogpgortunity
for individuals to work with other communities.dtivell done
by the department and it's the kind of thing thailds esprit de
corps up for all the teams that we have throughwaiterritory.

Of course, these skills are practised and it's asothe
competitive level — but these people have to beamed to
put those skills to work on a daily basis. It is&d on a simula-
tion of a real-life event, so they don’t know whhe event is
going to be. The event is triggered and these tepntegether
— these teams are put together, it's a mix and Imatdeams
— and it's quite an interesting piece of work whem see it
actually happening. | look forward to this yeard.the end of
the event, which is a weekend event, we have ausanyVe
have awards and people are recognized for thee &nd ser-
vice and are also recognized for the competitioo thwe skills
that they showed during the weekend project.

The department does a good job when it comes to EMS

and air evac. There is always room for improvemant | cer-
tainly encourage people in the department, if thaye ideas
— we certainly encourage people to bring them fodwvany-

thing we can do from our level to make their jobsier and, in
turn, to make ambulance service better for Yukgneses are
open to discussion. But at this point, I'm verygded with the
department, the individuals in it and look forwdodopening
the new EMS building at the top of Two Mile Hill drother
investments we’re going to make throughout thetoeyr.

Mr. Cardiff: Well, once again the minister spoke for
20 minutes and he still didn’t answer the questidbou know,
given that we lost an hour due to the power failinie after-
noon, if | thought that it would meet with the aptance of the
members opposite, | would move that we sit for heohour
so that we can listen to a couple more speechdsebMinister
of Community Services. But | can tell by the reacton the
faces of the members that they wouldn’t want tahdxa.

It's unfortunate that the minister didn’t addrebe ques-
tion — it's not just a question of people traveajjito Vancou-
ver — it's a question of people travelling in frahe communi-
ties and being left in the lurch because of a mwbWith the
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ability to have an adequately staffed service, fovigle that
service, and have to wait for them to be called in.

I have some other questions in the same vein dbmetr-
gency Measures. There is a lot of confusion inghbklic and
there is concern about the potential impact ofaactive fall-
out coming from the nuclear failures in Japan affter earth-
quake and the tsunami. Our hearts go out to afletlveho have
suffered in Japan. We understand that Emergencysiiea
officials met on Friday and Yukoners would likekoow how
we are monitoring the radiation levels in the Yukbmnder-
stand that the federal government has put in ptéce more
monitoring stations. They want to know whether wegetting
information from Alaska and the Government of Canadd,
importantly, how that information is passed aloaghte public.

Because of what has transpired in the last week litHea
bit more than a week — we’d like to know whether nmt
EMO officials have looked at what can be done m dfrent of
a subsequent failure like this, where there maw belease of
more radioactive material and a large amount, ahdther or
not there is a plan in place to deal with that, &ogv they
would advise people about their safety and abauatrailabil-
ity of medicine, should it be needed.

It also leads us to another important area, andishebout
emergency preparedness. My colleague from WhitehGen-
tre raised this issue about our dependence ondopglies that
largely come from Outside. I've talked before abitnat just-in-
time supply chain that leaves us with limited sigxpl

The minister, in his capacity as Minister of Higlysaand
Public Works, has talked about the great highwawae and
all the Building Canada money that came from tluefal gov-
ernment to improve our highways and infrastructurethe
Yukon, but should something like that fail — and'weeseen
that happen in the past: there was a massive dadfithe cul-
vert on the Alaska Highway down by Iron Creek arahad to
scramble and use the alternate route on HighwayB87.if
there is a problem with the transportation suppigic, what
are the plans to ensure that Yukon’s food suppiit jgopard-
ized?

We saw some of this on TV around food suppliesemiv
the recent disaster in Japan and what happenegl fhieere are
individuals here in Whitehorse — citizens — andotighout
the Yukon who share this concern. I'm hoping that minister
can respond to these issues when he returns toetfislative
Assembly tomorrow.

Seeing the time, | move that we report progress.

Chair: It has been moved by Mr. Cardiff that Commit-
tee of the Whole report progress.

Motion agreed to

Hon. Ms. Taylor:
sume the Chair.

Chair: It has been moved by Ms. Taylor that the
Speaker do now resume the Chair.

Motion agreed to

I move that the Speaker do now re-

Speaker resumes the Chair

Speaker: | will now call the House to order. May the
House have a report from the Chair of Committeettadf
Whole?

Chair’s report

Mr. Nordick: Mr. Speaker, Committee of the Whole
has considered Bill No. 24&irst Appropriation Act, 2011-12,
and directed me to report progress on it.

Speaker:  You have heard the report from the Chair of
Committee of the Whole. Are you agreed?

Some Hon. Members: Agreed.

Speaker: | declare the report carried.

The time being 5:30 p.m., this House now stands ad-
journed until 1:00 p.m. tomorrow.

The House adjourned at 5:30 p.m.
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