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Yukon Legislative Assembly
Whitehorse, Yukon
Thursday, March 24, 2011 — 1:00 p.m.

Speaker: I will now call the House to order. We will
proceed at this time with prayers.

Prayers
DAILY ROUTINE
Speaker:  We will proceed at this time with the Order
Paper.
Tributes.
TRIBUTES
In recognition of World Tuberculosis Day
Hon. Mr. Hart: Mr. Speaker, | rise today in the House

to ask my colleagues to join me in recognizing Magg as
World Tuberculosis Day.

World TB Day originated to help build awarenesd tioa
berculosis remains an epidemic in much of the wand that it
is responsible for several million deaths everyryea

M. le Président, en ce 24 mars, jinvite aujourd’mes
collegues a se joindre & moi pour souligner lad@amondiale
de la tuberculose.

La Journée a été proclamée afin de sensibilisguldic au
fait que la tuberculose reste une épidémie questtencore
presque partout dans le monde et qui est la caaigdudieurs
millions de décés chaque année.

The campaign titled, “On the Move against Tubersigly
celebrates individuals around the world who arelifig new
ways to stop tuberculosis and who are introducimgpvations
in patient care, treatment and diagnosis, as wellrasing
awareness.

In 2010, Yukon had six positive cases of TB, with22
contacts. Being a close contact to a positive T8eaaakes a
person 15 times more at risk for developing TB. @ontrac-
ing is done to find and test family, friends andvodkers of TB
patients to stop the spread of TB.

Yukon public health workers spend a lot of time affdrt
tracking down potential TB sufferers; however, stthe pa-
tient’s choice to accept treatment.

There are two types of TB, latent and active. Aglulith
latent TB have about a 10-percent chance of dewajogctive
TB during their lifetime. They can infect those and them
with either latent or active TB.

Often people diagnosed with latent TB refuse trestim
Successful preventive treatment of even one higk-person
can lessen the threat of TB for hundreds of pempéecommu-
nity. If we hope to eliminate this disease, we n&ednsure
that all TB cases receive treatment.

We encourage those who are infected with TB, whdthe
tent or active, to take steps to protect their farand friends
by accepting the treatment offered to them. Effectreven-
tive therapy can stop TB in its tracks.

Thank you. Merci beaucoup.

Mr. Fairclough: | rise on behalf of the Official Oppo-
sition to pay tribute to World TB Day. This annualent on
March 24 marks the day in 1882 when Dr. Robert Kdeh
tected the cause of tuberculosis and the TB bacillis was
the first step toward diagnosing and curing tublesis. World
TB Day raises awareness of the global epidemialeéiculosis
and the efforts to eliminate the disease. The Wbigdlth Or-
ganization’s Stop TB strategy has brought majoieagments,
including impressive improvements in the way TBecar de-
livered. Over the past 15 years, well over 40 wnilipeople
have received treatment in accordance with theéegtya Preva-
lence and death rates continue to fall, demonstgydtie power
of international commitment to save lives, but wesirbe ever
vigilant. Without additional funding and further pmovement
in TB prevention, early diagnosis and treatmenmesceight
million people will die of TB between now and 2015.

TB care still fails to reach everyone in need afidcéive
treatment for TB has existed for decades. In mases, drugs
that cost as little as $20 can save a TB patidife’sAbout one-
third of the people with TB do not benefit from acate diag-
nosis and appropriate care. While TB is more comynasso-
ciated with conditions found in developing courgrithe Pub-
lic Health Agency of Canada released figures in&8Bowing
the national rates for tuberculosis among Firstidwatwere 31
times higher than among other people born in Canada

The fact that First Nations suffer this disease &dte of 31
times the Canadian average is a direct resultiofithike over-
crowded housing, poor nutrition, unsafe drinkingtevaand
poor health care.

World TB Day gives us an opportunity to take stotlour
progress in tackling a disease that kills nearlg tnillion peo-
ple each year, mostly in developing countries. #m&la, there
are about 1,600 cases of TB each year. TB is ptabknif
caught in time. In the 24century, no one should die from this
curable disease.

Ms. Hanson: | rise on behalf of the New Democratic
Party caucus to pay tribute today to March 24 asl&Vbuber-
culosis Day. This day was designated to recognipbeR
Koch's identification of the tubercle bacillus onakth 24,
1882.

This year the theme is, “On the move against tubess:
transforming the fight toward elimination.” Resdarand de-
velopment is needed to fight this disease and ith#te idea
behind this World TB Day of transforming the figtaward
elimination.

Worldwide, tuberculosis claims the lives of 68,(t¥bple
annually and no less than 700,000 people are phresarifer-
ing from this disease. More than 400,000 peopleraohthe
deadly disease every year. Every untreated patmuitl infect
10 to 15 healthy persons.

Tuberculosis is a curable communicable diseaseenOft
out of sheer ignorance, tuberculosis is still cdesd a fatal
disease, and there is a struggle to eradicate it.

The Yukon has about 60 infected people, which ghéii
than the national average per capita.
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Before the 1950s and 1960s, there was no concegitesf
motherapy, and TB patients were kept in ventilatadatori-
ums and were subject to surgery. It was usuallypkents
with natural immunity that survived. Today, TB israble with
treatment and periodic monitoring by medical prsiesals.

When tuberculosis is active, you can infect othérskin
test can tell you if there has been a positivetreado tubercu-
losis. Problems arise when the patients start toaggmpto-
matic, and the motivation to continue treatmenteases.

The emergence of multi-drug-resistant tuberculsidan-
gerous. It is not curable by the usual treatmemd, the treat-
ment is 20 times more expensive and needs at de@sand a
half years to be cured.

Tuberculosis always needs three to four drugs egemnt it
from becoming drug resistant, and it is importamicontinue
with the full treatment to prevent reoccurrence.

that have ensured that these hockey players coeildvedl-
equipped and be here for this tournament.

The Yukon government is committed to rebuilding tbe-
reational centre and has been working closely whth Ross
River Recreation Society to develop a plan. Theegowment is
proud to support recreation and sports because Hrespower-
ful means of promoting health and well-being. Hockeo-
vides not only a great opportunity for physicalidty, but for
teamwork, good rivalry and friendship.

For Yukoners, the 34th annual Kilrich/Northerm Nati
Hockey Tournament is also a celebration of commnyuirit
volvement and will take place from March 25 to 27.

| would like to thank the board of directors foeithhard
work and dedication. These volunteers are: Dehtiishell,
Sandi Gleason, Michelle Miller, Jackie Callahan,anle
Dendys, Alicia Vance, George Skookum and the pesdijd

There is a need for proper management of tuberisylos Karee Vallevand.

and the implementation of preventive measures turabit.

People should not ignore tuberculosis symptomsh siscper-
sistent coughing and blood in saliva, as the deséeasxtremely
contagious. It poses a serious threat to anyonengpin con-
tact with a tuberculosis patient.

The Yukon’s chief medical officer of health saysittu-
berculosis is a problem in this territory. In therth, histori-
cally, tuberculosis has had terrible repercussibhsidreds of
First Nations who had no resistance were sent #draiss of
kilometres away for months and even years of treatmSome
of them had never left their home communities bef@ome
didn’t return. That emotional upheaval has a dirféect on
how TB is dealt with by individuals in contact with now.
They are afraid of being sent away and of the satigma
attached to the disease. They are afraid of dBngjthey are at
high risk for developing active TB.

Alcohol affects the treatment of tuberculosis byexdely
affecting the liver. Support and addictions treattmand then
making sure that the patient has a stable platieeaan help
to get infected people on prevention therapy. Tdisb has a
protection factor for the community. Several cheldrhave
been infected with TB in the Yukon. Yukon’s medicéficer
of health said the best way to protect our childred protect
communities is to have high-risk people on therapprevent
them from developing further active TB. Thank you.

In recognition of Native Hockey Tournament

Hon. Mr. Lang: | rise today on behalf of the House
to pay tribute to an event that is focusing on psting abo-
riginal hockey for all ages, and proving once aghat Yukon
volunteers are the greatest in the country.

Thanks to the Yukon Indian Hockey Association, Ymko

Mr. Speaker, please join me in thanking all of tiodun-
teers and community leaders who are essential ildify a
healthy and active Yukon. Thank you.

Speaker:  Any further tributes?
Introduction of visitors.

INTRODUCTION OF VISITORS

Hon. Mr. Hart: I am honoured to welcome here to-
day a number of guests representing our firefightommu-
nity. From the Department of Community Services heve
Ken Colbert, the director of Wildland Fire Managermewe
have Dennis Berry, Yukon fire marshal; we have Riekith,
assistant deputy minister of Protective Serviceshave James
Regimbal, president of the Association of YukoneFChiefs
and the Dawson City fire chief, we have James Baterfire
chief at the Whitehorse airport; we have Clive pawho is
the fire chief for the City of Whitehorse.

From the International Association of Firefightdrscal
2217, Whitehorse Fire Department, we have platobiefs
Don McKnight, John Ross, Norm Jensen; we have oapta
Morley MacKay and Kevin Lyslo. We have firefightePaul
Taylor, Mike Albertini, Dave Dowie, Yogi Ponsioeigcott
MacFarlane, Paul Harach and Dennis Baker. We aise fire
prevention officer Bud Toulouse; chief trainingioffr Warren
Zakus, and | would also like to welcome a numbevadtinteer
firefighters who have taken the time to join usehterday.

From the Yukon Workers’ Compensation Health and
Safety Board, we have the chair, Mark Pike; we #&lave a
board member, Gary Annau; we have the presidentCid,
Valerie Royle; and the director, Kurt Dieckmannéhaiith us.
We thank them all and extend our appreciation lient being

has organized the 84annual Native Hockey Tournament that here in the House today.

is the biggest and best native hockey tournamenti rod 60.
This hockey tournament will have 42 teams and nooeer
supporters here in Whitehorse for one of the matitipated
sporting and social events of the year. There #ge three
teams here for the tournament from Ross River, athbad to
cope with the devastating fire in their communiggently. On
March 10, the fire destroyed the arena and alf thgiiipment.
We are appreciative of the support of Yukoners lauginesses

Applause

Speaker: Is there any further introduction of visitors?
Any returns or documents for tabling?

TABLING RETURNS AND DOCUMENTS

Hon. Mr. Rouble: I have for tabling the annual re-
port and audited financial statements for Yukonléiys.
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Speaker:  Are there any reports of committees? All Hon. Members: Agreed.
Speaker:  Unanimous consent has been granted.
REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

Hon. Mr. Edzerza: I have for tabling the final report ORDERS OF THE DAY
of the Select Committee on the Safe Operation as&ldf Off-
GOVERNMENT BILLS

road Vehicles.
Bill No. 95: Second Reading — Act to Amend the
Speaker:  Are there any further reports of committees? Workers’ Compensation Act

Are there any petitions? Clerk:  Second reading, Bill No. 95, standing in the
Are there any bills to be introduced? name of the Hon. Mr. Hart.
) Hon. Mr. Hart: Mr. Speaker, | move that Bill No. 95,
Hon. Mr. Hart: Pursuant to Standing Order 14.3, | oct to Amend the Workers’ Compensation, Aet now read a
request the unanimous consent of the House to riateBill second time.
No. 95,Act to Amend the Workers’ Compensation, Aetnow Speaker: It has been moved by the minister responsi-
introduced and read a first time. ble for the Yukon Workers' Compensation Health Safety
Unanimous consent re introduction and first reading Board that Bill No. 95Act to Amend the Workers’ Compensa-
of Bill No. 95, Act to Amend the Workers’ tion Act be now read a second time.
Compensation Act . o )
Speaker: The minister responsible for the Yukon Hon. Mr. Hart: Mr. Speaker, Yukon firefighters risk

Workers’ Compensation Health and Safety Board has ¢ their lives to protect the property and lives ofKguners. In
quested the unanimous consent of the House, purdoan addition to the hazards at the scene of the fivig, hill recog-
Standing Order 14.3, to move that Bill No. 9t to Amend nizes the additional health risks of cumulativeeffighting,

the Workers’ Compensation Adte now introduced and read a through a presumptive section in the Yukforkers’ Compen-
sation Act for full-time firefighters diagnosed on and afferly

first time.
Is there unanimous consent? 1, 2011, with cancers that have a specific conaed fire-
All Hon. Members:  Agreed. fighting.

Speaker:  Unanimous consent has been granted. The ©Our government recognizes that volunteer and jrae-t
minister may now move the motion. firefighters are also vulnerable to the cumulateffects of

chemical exposure; therefore, these firefighter also be
INTRODUCTION OF BILLS brought under the cancer presumption no later 8&amonths
from the day of assent of this bill.

Bill No. 95: Introduction and First Reading y & "~ ) )
Recognizing that specific evidence continues toleyo

A Hgnt'h M\:\'/ Hl?rt C ! movte_z th:éslltl '\(;O' 9d5,Acé to q Bill No. 95 also allows for the addition of othearncers and
arfri]ri?timee orkers: L.ompensation,~u Introduced and read yiseases that may be determined at a future ddte sgientifi-

- . cally connected to cumulative firefighting dutieghwthe retro-
Speaker: It has been moved by the minister responsi- y gning

ti lication date being July 1, 2011.
ble for the Yukon Workers’ Compensation Health &afety active application cate being Ju'y

. ) Mr. Speaker, there is a second presumption fofidineers
Board that Bill N.O' 95Act to Amend the_Wo_rkers Compensa’contained in Bill No. 95, where if any Yukon firgfiter, be
tion Act be now introduced and read a first time.

. . . ; . . they full-time, part-time, volunteer or wildlanddfighter, suf-
agre'\élgttlgn for introduction and first reading of Bill W 95 fers a heart attack within 24 hours of fightingire,fthat heart

attack will be presumed to be work-related.

By passing this bill, Yukon will join eight othera@adian
jurisdictions that already have some type of prastira legis-
lation for firefighters in their legislation.

| urge all members to support Yukon firefightersl aup-
port this bill.

Speaker:  Are there any further bills for introduction?

Mr. McRobb: | also rise under Standing Order 14.3 of
our Standing Orders to request unanimous consemditce the
rules of this House in order that we can proceesktmnd read-
ing on Bill No. 95,Act to Amend the Workers’ Compensation Mr. Mitchell:
Act, prior to proceeding with notices of motions ande&tion
Period today.

| would also like to thank all members
of this House for providing their unanimous constenthe re-
quest of the Member for Kluane to proceed to seceading

Unanimous consent re second reading of Bill No. 95, of this bill prior to other Orders of the Day.
Act to Amend the Workers’ Compensation Act As the minister has stated, this amendment wilhgkethe
Speaker:  The Member for Kluane has requested\Workers’ Compensation Adly adding the presumption that

unanimous consent to proceed to Orders of the Bapnduct heart attacks and certain cancers are work-reliajades for
second reading of Bill No. 9%Act to Amend the Workers’ firefighters, as well as for volunteer, part-timedain some
Compensation Actand then revert to the Daily Routine. Is cases, wildland, firefighters.

there unanimous consent?
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We all know that the firefighters — full-time, pdine
and volunteer — across this territory and, indesdpss this
nation, provide an invaluable service to theirdell citizens,
their fellow Yukoners, their fellow Canadians. Weaaknow
that they do so, and put themselves at risk inglsio, every
day they go to work and every day they get outed b- in
terms of volunteers who do not know whether thdt e the
day that they have to answer the call and respotitet bell.

It is only right that we do everything in our pawe en-
sure that their medical conditions and injuries @reered as a
result of their service to their fellow Yukoners.

I'd like to point out that the Workers’ Compensatio
Health and Safety Board already does provide cgeeta vol-
unteer firefighters, to full-time firefighters, anmrt-time fire-
fighters. The difference of this bill is that it sesumptive leg-
islation. Once this bill is in effect and effectiaéter June 30,
2011, people who are covered and become ill oestifom a
heart attack will no longer have to go through djudication
process. It will be presumed that these injuriesveork-related
and the coverage will be automatic, saving unneetkddys
and needless stress and anxiety for these peogléhaim fami-
lies.

| would like to thank the Justice department arel\Work-
ers’ Compensation Health and Safety Board for waykso
expeditiously to get this legislation forward befahe end of
this sitting.

in the Yukon. | would like to take the opportunggtually to
thank all the members of the fire service herenan Yukon for
their commitment, their dedication to the fact trest has been
mentioned, every day they get up, they put theidion the
line for their fellow citizens here in the terrijoand right
across Canada.

I'm not going to get into a whole bunch of what tii# is
about. That has been explained very well already,| ihink
that this is an example of how, when we as legistataise
issues here in the Legislative Assembly, we cawhat’s right
for Yukoners and we can do it very fast.

It's less than two years ago that this issue wgedan the
Legislative Assembly by my former colleague, thenhber for
Whitehorse Centre, who asked questions of the teinise-
sponsible for workers’ compensation about preswegggis-
lation. This is an example of how we as legislatmas work
for the common good of all Yukoners. | believe that should
use it as an example of how we can work togetheptber
pieces of legislation that come before this House falfill a
demonstrated need.

Other than that, | would like to thank the membeiw®
were at the briefing this morning from the Worke@mpen-
sation Health and Safety Board — the chair, theident and
the director — for their hard and diligent work this, and the
employees in the Department of Justice for turiiragound as
quickly as they did. We don'’t often see legislatmome for-

We know the government and the Workers’ Compensatioward this fast, and I'm pleased today to be hergutgport this

Health and Safety Board have been working on thiissbme
time, and it was only because of the desire taithelfour addi-
tional cancers, which were brought forward by tA&H, that
the bill was delayed and a different version hadeodrafted.
It's to the credit of all the officials that we’able to bring that
forward so expeditiously to ensure that these meogteive the
coverage they are due, and it's also to the cofditl members
that we are doing so today.

There is a funeral today — thousands of peopldiairey
the main street of a small Ontario town this afb@mto honour
two volunteer firefighters who made the ultimatergace and
died battling a blaze. Ray Walter and Ken Rea thstweek,
after a burning store collapsed on them in a stoalh of about
6,000 people northwest of Kitchener. Our heartsugfoto their
families and to their fellow firefighters on thisyl We know
there would have been even more people in thergaibelay
from the IAFF and from other jurisdictions, haddt been for
the fact that this is a very sad day, indeed, &eg aire attend-
ing those ceremonies.

But it is a positive day that we in this Assembig doing
something on behalf of our firefighters across thisitory that
will, in effect, provide health care with less sgeresulting
from having to go through the adjudication procéghink it's
a very important work that we do here today. | wantote that
while much of what we do in this Assembly is oftezen as
partisan, this is a very fine example of how goweent and
opposition members can work together in a positaugse.

Mr. Cardiff:
Bill No. 95. This is something that, | believe viglcomed here

It's a pleasure today to rise to speak to

legislation.

Mr. Cathers: Mr. Speaker, | would like to thank the
minister responsible for Yukon Workers’ Compengatitealth
and Safety Board for providing a copy of this lgtior to ta-
bling. Having gone through it, | believe an excellgob has
been done. | fully support this bill and encouraffemembers
to do the same.

I would like to thank the staff of the Workers’ Cpensa-
tion Health and Safety Board and the board, tredigihters, the
legal counsel from the Department of Justice andynwdhers
whose efforts went into developing this bill anderng that it
was ready in time to be dealt with during this sgrsitting.

Many people, including me, owe a debt of gratittmére-
fighters for protecting our homes and respondingirimes of
extreme crisis. The firefighters put themselvesisk. It's ap-
propriate that we do what we can to ensure thatswaport
them and, if they develop cancer or another illngss we will
have the appropriate measures in place to competish and
their families.

Presumptive legislation is the appropriate wayedaldvith
these issues, particularly the cancers listedénehislation, as
well as death from a heart attack within 24 hours.

In conclusion, | want to again commend this bill ttee
House and thank those in the gallery and all then raed
women who serve as professional and volunteelidhedrs for
the risks they take and the service they providaltof us.

Speaker: If the minister speaks, he will close debate.
Does any other member wish to be heard?
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INTRODUCTION OF VISITORS time with Committee of the Whole and third readioigBill
Hon. Mr. Hart: | neglected to introduce Barb Evans, NO. 95,Act to Amend the Workers’ Compensation Axthere
who is a board member of Workers’ Compensation @obr Unanimous consent?
ask my colleagues here to join me in welcominghee to the All Hon. Members:  Agreed.
Legislature. Speaker:  Unanimous consent has been granted.
Applause
Hon. Ms. Taylor: I move that the Speaker do now
Speaker: Now if the member speaks, he will close de-leave the Chair and that the House resolve into r@itiee of
bate. Does any other member wish to be heard? the Whole.
Speaker: It has been moved by the Government House
Hon. Mr. Hart; First of all, | would like to thank the Leader that the Speaker do now leave the Chairtlaaidthe
officials involved in preparing this informations avell as all of House resolve into Committee of the Whole.
the individuals involved in making sure that theisation Motion agreed to
meets the requirements of all those involved infitedighting
industry. | would also like to thank members oppo$or their Speaker leaves the Chair

support on moving forward on this very important for our

N . COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
firefighting community.

Chair (Mr. Nordick): Order please. Committee of the

Speaker:  Are you prepared for the question? Whole will now come to order.

Some Hon. Members:  Division. Bill No. 95: Act to Amend the Workers’ Compensation
Division Act ) ) .
Speaker:  Division has been called Chair: The matter before the Committee is Bill No.
' ’ 95, Act to Amend the Workers’ Compensation A¢e’ll now
Bells proceed with general debate on Bill No. 95.
Hon. Mr. Hart: Today is a good day for Yukon fire-

Speaker:  Mr. Clerk, please poll the House.
Hon. Mr. Fentie: Agree.

Hon. Ms. Taylor: Agree.

Hon. Mr. Hart: Agree.

Hon. Mr. Kenyon: Agree.

Hon. Mr. Rouble: Agree.

fighters and, | believe, a good day for the Yukemae move
Bill No. 95 into debate. The International Assoidatof Fire
Fighters approached the Yukon Workers’ Compensadieaith
and Safety Board and this government in 2009 redungespe-
cial legislative consideration for Yukon firefiginse

Since that time, on the direction from this goveemt) the

:22: m; I;_iaonr%é: :grrgg: Yukon Workers’ Compensation Health and Safety Bdaad
Hon. Mr. Edzerza: Agree. consulted with the IAFF and Yukon stakeholders dalrass
Mr. Nordick: Agree. this request from the Yukon perspective.

Mr. Mitchell: Agree. There are many individuals who serve the publia wari-
Mr. McRobb: Agree. ety of ways every day, many of whom face dangethenful-

filment of their duties. Hazard assessment, safegasures,
Mr. Inverarity: Agree. training, and effective supervision are some of tin@s that
Ms. Hanson: Agree. help to mitigate the daily risks faced by theserageous
Mr. Cardiff: Agree. workers. However, in addition to the daily hazaodghe job,
Mr. Cathers: Agree. firefighters are sgbjgct 'Fo the gradual impagthnémical expo-
Clerk: Mr. Speaker, the results are 16 yea, nil nay. sure over their firefighting career — ch_emlcalstthaep pa_st
Speaker: The yeas have it. | declare the motion carturnout gear and s.elf-cont.alned. breathing appasatushemi-
ried. cals that make their way into vital body systemstigh the
Motion for second reading of Bill No. 95 agreed to lungs and skin, and chemicals which are known toseaa
higher incidence of a long list of primary-site cars among

Hon. Ms. Taylor: Pursuant to Standing Order 14.3, | firefigh.ters.than in the general population. -
request the unanimous consent of the House to gdoaethis This bill acknowledges the long-term health sacesi of

time with Committee of the Whole and third readioigBill firefighte,rs through t.he presumptive section, of tWakon
No. 95,Act to Amend the Workers’ Compensation Act. Workers’ Compensation AcuUnder theWorkers’ Compensa-

tion Act the Yukon firefighters are employed by and are-co

Mr. Fairclough: Agree.

Unanimous consent re Committee of the Whole and sidered workers of a variety of levels of governimesYukon
third reading of Bill No. 95, Act to Amend the government, First Nation governments and incorgaranu-
Workers’ Compensation Act nicipalities.

Speaker: The Government House Leader has re-  First let me assure members that all these Yukefidht-

quested the unanimous consent of the House to gula@ethis  ers are and have been covered for injuries angsties that are
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determined by the Workers’ Compensation Health Safkty
Board to be work-related.

A presumption section in thé/orkers’ Compensation Act

recognizes specific circumstances where an injurgmoillness
is presumed to be work-related without the rigolithe usual
adjudication process. Bill No. 95 provides suchrespmption
for full-time firefighters diagnosed on or afterhu, 2011,
with any one of the 10 cancers called “listed diesé that
have an established, scientific connection toifjrefng.

These diseases include, but are not limited tonamy leu-
kemia, primary site brain cancer and primary nordgion’s
lymphoma. There are four other types of cancers thalanu-
ary of this year, the International AssociationFafe Fighters
asked to be considered in this legislation. Theyevgkin can-
cer, prostate cancer, multiple myeloma and bremster.

to complete its due diligence on how this presuamptiill spe-
cifically apply to volunteers and to develop, innsaltation
with the affected stakeholders, the early detecsiod preven-
tion Occupational Health and Safety regulationadcoompany
the presumptive legislation for volunteers.

It is not enough to compensate firefighters orrtdepend-
ants quickly when work-related cancer is diagnos€his
government is committed to early detection andpifesrention
of cancer among all Yukon firefighters.

Mr. Chair, there is a second presumption for fgbkfers
contained in Bill No. 95 where any Yukon firefighteovered
under theWorkers’ Compensation Acbe they a full-time,
part-time, volunteer or wildland firefighter, suféea heart at-
tack on or after July 1, 2011 within 24 hours gting a fire,
that the heart attack will be presumed to be wetlted. This

On March 11, 2011, the IAFF provided this governtmenpresumption recognizes the medical connection keEtwibe

and the Workers’ Compensation Health and SafetyrdBadth
their evidence supporting the inclusion of theseitaghal four
cancers.

Mr. Chair, neither the board nor the government tad
adequate opportunity to review this information drder to
include these cancers in this bill; however, werdoognize
that, like these four cancers, there may be othecers, which,
at a future date, may be scientifically linked torwlative fire-
fighting. Bill No. 95 contains a provision in whidgther forms
of cancer can be added to the presumption in theduwith
retroactivity to July 1, 2011.

The Workers’ Compensation Health and Safety Boarsl
committed to giving due consideration to the redemérna-
tional Association of Fire Fighters’ request wittetrecom-
mendation to this government as soon as possibte Cifair,
the IAFF supports this approach and has commitiggrdvid-
ing additional information on these and other camess it be-
comes available, or as requested by the board.

For several reasons, July 1, 2011, has been claséme
date on or after which diagnosis of a full-timeefighter's
listed disease is presumed to be work-relatedt Bfrall, this
day, July 1, coincides with the historic changeth®\Workers’
Compensation Actwhich usually take effect on January 1
July 1 during a year. Secondly, July 1 gives therk&rs’
Compensation Health and Safety Board adequate tnpee-
pare the necessary board orders required to supiperact
amendment.

Thirdly, and most importantly, this government, ¥gkon
Workers’ Compensation Health and Safety Board smtloard
of directors are firmly committed to the preventiand early
detection of cancers among firefighters and plardégelop
Occupational Health and Safety regulations witlpeesto full-
time firefighters in consultation with stakeholddm imple-
mentation on July 1, 2011.

This government recognizes that volunteer and trad-
firefighters are also vulnerable to the cumulatiaféects of
chemical exposure during firefighting. Thereforbege fire-
fighters will also be brought under the cancer pngstion no
later than 36 months after the date of assentiofili, retroac-
tive to July 1, 2011. This implementation framewgikes the
Yukon Workers’ Compensation Health and Safety Bdar

h

attributes of fighting a fire, such as excessivathestress,
physical exertion, carrying extra weight by wearingnout
gear and self-contained breathing apparatus, amdmiset of
heart attack. These heart attacks do not alwaysfesathem-
selves at the time, but can occur up to 24 houes #fe worker
has finished fighting the fire.

I would also like to address a section in the thiflt quali-
fies the cancer and heart attack presumptions thighterm
“unless there is evidence to the contrary”. As évously
noted, the presumption is intended to reduce thedamtion
process at the Yukon Workers’ Compensation Heahd a
Safety Board. Therefore, the board will not be\aatsi seeking
evidence to the contrary in presumption claims. kelesv, such
evidence will be considered when it is provided, dgample,
by an employer, health care provider or in a medgort.

An exception to this, outlined in the bill, occurs the
event of primary lung cancer. Smoking has been cadigi
determined to be a significant cause of lung candefire-
fighter must have been a non-smoker in the 10 yieamsedi-
ately before the time of a lung cancer diagnosisrder for the
presumption to apply. A claim from a firefighter akdoes not
meet this requirement would not be automaticallyiee by the

orboard, rather only that the presumption sectiothefact would

not apply and the claim would go through the usadjudica-
tion process to determine work-relatedness.

It is important for members to note that the Yuldmes
not a have a history of cancer claims for compémsamong
firefighters; therefore, the Yukon Workers’ Compatisn
Health and Safety Board is unable to determinepibtential
cost implications associated with this bill. Givémat work-
related cancers and heart attacks are alreadyamwerder the
Workers’ Compensation Acand given the early detection and
prevention focus tailored to the various types ioéfighters
that will complement this amendment, the finandmplica-
tions of Bill No. 95 are not expected to be sigrafit.

Once Bill No. 95 is passed through third readirgnmu-
nications with affected worker and employer growpls take
place. The Yukon Workers’ Compensation Health aatety
Board will review the additional four cancers pregel by the
IAFF, the board of directors will develop board ensito sup-
port the bill, and consultation with stakeholdeiif proceed on
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extending the cancer presumption to part-time aoldnteer
firefighters, as well as on the early detection @melvention
Occupational Health and Safety regulations thataaretegral
part of this issue.

Bill No. 95 acknowledges the service and sacrificat
firefighters and their families make daily and otiene to pro-
tect the property and lives of Yukoners. This lsilone way to
ensure that these sacrifices are recognized ane@pmed by
those served by these brave men and women.

| hope this information helps clarify the contewfsBill
No. 95 as it moves forward through the processarhittee.

At this time, | would also like to express our colahces
to the families, friends and comrades of two vadentfire-
fighters, Ray Walter and Ken Rea, who recently pdssvay in
the line of duty in Listowel, Ontario.

Mr. Mitchell: First of all, I'd like to again thank the
chair of the Workers’ Compensation Health and SaBstard,
the president and CEO of the Workers’ Compensétiealth
and Safety Board, who are with us on the floor #fternoon,
and the director of Workplace Safety, for the bngfthey pro-
vided on such short notice — just a couple of hags — this
morning.

This is highly unusual in this House. We basicéilist saw
this legislation, Bill No. 95, just before 11:00ghmorning, so
we don’t have the usual research, prepared notsarforth
that we would have in debating a bill, because aeeh’t had
the opportunity to do so. However, the officialeyided a very
excellent briefing this morning into a bill thatlgrreads three
and one-half pages long, but is, as the presidehtCEO said,
somewhat complicated in the approach that it hatbake in
order to accommodate the additional conditionsoaf particu-
lar cancers that the IAFF asked us to include.

tive coverage for a heart attack goes into effechéediately on
July 1, 2011. We are getting part of it done rightay, but
there’s more good work that has to be done.

| think it's important that we did ask this duritige brief-
ing, but this being Committee of the Whole whereoperate a
little differently, | want to get it again on theaord that it will
be in writing because it's here ktansard thanks to the minis-
ter — that the board will not be, in any way, aggieely seek-
ing alternative information regarding the presumgtihature of
this legislation — that it will only be if other fiarmation be-
comes known through other matters or if there reason to
believe that a cancer may have had a differentrorg that
that would take place.

It is important that this be enshrined in regulasidy the
Workers’ Compensation Board that that will be tludiqy, be-
cause people come and people go in these positidasvould
look for those assurances from the minister whés hext on
his feet.

| know there is more than one of us in this Chamber
elected members who have served as volunteergintefis. |
know | had the privilege for some 20 years of sggvin the
Atlin volunteer fire department. | want to say sahieg about
our volunteers because | have withessed men andewau
into burning buildings without any second thoughtheir own
welfare, what it would mean to their families wehey to be
injured, or were they to die on the job. They hdeae so for
their fellow citizens, unfortunately sometimes imlunteer ser-
vices, and not so much in Yukon, without necesgasl good
turnout gear or self-contained breathing apparatuse one
might expect, say, in the full-time fire departmehthe City of
Whitehorse.

I know, from having served in every position, upata in-

| want to thank the Workers’ Compensation Board andluding chief, that one burning couch or chair ilh@use can

Justice officials. There was a different versiontlo$ bill that
had been under preparation for some time. In fhet, is why
earlier, at the beginning of this sitting, | urgés@ government
to come forward with this legislation and said letttime that
we in the Official Opposition would waive the fidgy sitting
rule for presenting legislation in order to gestttirough in this
sitting.

But the board had to redraft this bill to accommniedhose
additional cancers and the facts are, as explamed, that not
all the details have been worked out as to latgrerjods and
the amount of exposure to qualify in the case of-fhime and
volunteer firefighters. This is something that'srgpto be done
by board order within the next three years, buthtwto assure
all members of the public, as well as all membdrghe fire
service — regardless of whether they're full-tirpart-time or
volunteer — that the effective date will still betnoactive to
July 1, 2011. Anyone who comes to make a claim tsea
they've been diagnosed with a condition — one ekthcan-
cers — after midnight, June 30, 2011, will still bevered by
this legislation retroactive to that date.

Secondly, from my understanding of it — and agaiis t
has been on short notice — is that even for thétpae and
volunteer firefighters — and I'm going to look toxdathe offi-
cials to nod yes or no as | speak — the coverays paesump-

emit thousands of toxic chemicals. Exposure is loathulative
and instant. One can suffer a fatality or injuryoime instance
or from numerous exposures over time. We look fodaa the
research that will be done by the Workers’ Compgosa
Health and Safety Board — the evidence-based m@searto
come back with a proper standard on how this isgad be
addressed.

It's also important that we ensure that all ouefighters
— full-time, part-time and volunteer — are protette all
situations. Too often I've seen in the past whewak serving
— and | know it has occurred across Yukon, for eplamin
fighting a dump fire — that sometimes volunteegfighters
have not worn full protective gear or self-contairteathing
apparatus in those conditions where they might veam into
a dwelling or structural fire, but the fact is wavie no knowl-
edge of what items may be in many of these dumms tlaere
are all kinds of toxic chemicals that exist and thige off addi-
tional toxic chemicals when they are ignited irire.f

As well, this bill will provide coverage, from mynder-
standing for those personnel who do the inspectiolhswing
the fire and the investigations — the fire marsaatl other
investigators — and that is also important becdlsg too can
be exposed to very hazardous chemicals. It is tetdiat in
Yukon, unlike other jurisdictions, the condition afheart at-
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tack will also be covered in our legislation. Wedarstand that
this is unique to Yukon and it's a precedent thathope will

be repeated across the country following this lag@n going

forward.

Of course there are many mutual-aid agreementsistt
between fire services and wildland fire serviced aolunteers,
so there are people who can be exposed undemé different
conditions. | want to emphasize something for thobe are
listening today that our firefighters — both voleat, part-time
and full-time — are already covered under WMerkers’ Com-

For example, we obviously don’t want to be payiogne
pensation to somebody on the basis of employmeint f&ct
they have been a two-packs-a-day smoker for 20syaad
there is clear evidence to the contrary that thgsreason for
lung cancer. However, until not very long ago, @sna tradi-
tion, for example, when a family had a baby, fayestleman,
and, more recently, also for a lady — I've beerewdtl cigars
as a form of celebratory congratulation. 1 don’tokn how
many of those cigars ever get smoked, but for som¢o sign
an affidavit when five years ago they may have guifon a

pensation Actlt is simply the fact that right now they have to cigar in a ceremony and they're not in any way alen —

go through the adjudication process to, in effpabve to the
board that the condition resulted from their empilent. That
obviously is something that can be difficult to derstrate at
times, and it can be very stressful for the indivild and their
families. This important step is to change it tonlgepresump-
tive legislation. It is presumed to be a workplagery, but the
coverage still exists for all firefighters right wo That means
that during this three-year period where the baartboking

toward coming up with what standards will be useterms of
exposure, of time of service, of latency periodsthese fire-
fighters can still avail themselves of that coverdryy going
through the adjudication process.

We do have some specific questions about claus#dssn
bill, but I think the minister may just provide #® assurances
that the Workers’ Compensation Board will changartpolicy
and not be in any way seeking to find evidencénedontrary.
I'd like that assurance at this time and I'll allalxe minister to
respond to that.

Hon. Mr. Hart: | thank the member opposite for his
comments. As evidence in the preamble of my seceading
speech, the approach to evidence to the contrdtybeicon-
firmed in the policy of the board of directors iddition to
what was already recorded hereéHansardin the House.

Mr. Mitchell:
into the record that the policies themselves wilirege.

The bill is somewhat circular in how it's presentedrder
to deal with subsection (k) “any prescribed forntahcer” and
we know that there are at least four that we'rilog at.

Can the minister tell us if, beyond the four casctvat
were noted — which were prostate cancer, skin camaelti-
ple myeloma and breast cancer — are there any ctrerers
the board is considering including at this pointtime under
section 17.1(1)(k), based on evidence elsewher@ngrinfor-
mation that has been provided by the IAFF, or istiictly
those four?

Hon. Mr. Hart: At this time, we have no other can-
cers being put forward by the IAFF with regarditeffghters.

Mr. Mitchell: I'm going to ask a couple of specific
guestions. We could do it in line-by-line debatet bthink I'll
do it at this time. Under section 17.1(3)(b), whi¢rgays “if the
listed disease is primary site lung cancer, hassnobked a
tobacco product in the 10 years immediately befoectime of
the diagnosis.” | do have a question about th&hdw that an
affidavit was mentioned during the briefing this rmog. |
don’t believe this is how it's done in all juristians. There are
different standards that would go into this clause.

there are cases like that. I'm just wondering waetthere is
any other way that this could be handled, othen th@omplete
promise by affidavit that there had been no tobgommuct
smoked in the last 10 years. So, for example,adstie sort of
situation that could, in some way, be excludeddgutation or
some other way? We don’'t want to ask somebody Iselia
attest in an affidavit to not having done somethivigen they
really, for all practical purposes, haven't done so

Hon. Mr. Hart: As indicated, we’ll need an affidavit
from the worker. Lung cancer is medically connedtedmok-
ing, as | indicated also. This is an approach usedther juris-
dictions, but not all. Presumption will not apphyt the normal
adjudication will apply, as | also stated in my sl with re-
gard to this question. The applicant would haveigm an affi-
davit to assure this, but he still does have thitybo be adju-
dicated under the normal process of workers’ coragéon.

Mr. Mitchell: | don't want to draw this debate out at
any great length. | know that the Third Party alsmnts to get
into the debate and | think any other questions e have
could be answered when we go clause by clauseiaady
line. Again, | want to thank the officials for bgimg this for-
ward and | want to thank the minister for gettihggtjob done.

Mr. Cardiff: Well, I'm going to try to be brief. First of

| appreciate that; | just wanted to get it all, I'd like to once again thank the presidenttloé Workers’

Compensation Health and Safety Board for being heday
and to her and her colleagues for the excellerdfihg that
they provided just a few short hours ago.

As was mentioned, this is rather unusual to beivatga
bill and debating and passing it in such a shoretframe, but |
think that this is a worthwhile piece of legislatiorhere are a
number of reasons for that. As has been mentionddhated,
firefighters are indeed already covered under ‘erkers’
Compensation Act think the purpose of presumptive legisla-
tion is to show members of the fire service andrtfamilies
compassion, and to give them dignity and recogmifar put-
ting their lives on the line every single day thhéy go to
work. | think that is a very important principleathneeds to be
noted and that is why we are really bringing tlissvfard at this
time. There are a couple of other things in thgidation that
are a little bit out of the ordinary and | applahdse involved
for including wildland firefighters.

| am pleased to see that it covers the whole garhfite-
fighters — full-time, part-time and volunteer fiigliters. |
think that recognition is important, and the inatusof wild-
land firefighters in the provisions around heataet within 24
hours of being on the job shows the recognitiori thay too
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put their lives on the line. They operate undehhigress and
it's an extremely physical, stressful job that théty — and
dangerous.

In the briefing that was provided today, the pranis that
are there for detection, prevention and — I'm asagm—
treatment, if cancer is detected are most welcome.

In the time that | have had to go through thisnlychave
one question. | think we owe a debt of gratitudehtmse who
worked diligently to bring this piece of legislatidorward. The
only question that | would ask the minister for sontarifica-
tion on is about the clause 17.1(1). In that sectibidentifies
all of the primary site cancers. I'm not going tst them. In
section (Kk), it says, “any prescribed form of caficEhey were
listed for us earlier today. | remember there wasast cancer,
prostate cancer, skin cancer and the other on's tifftcult to
pronounce. My question, | guess, for the ministed ér the
CEO is: is there the ability through this clauséhia legislation
— if there are any other diseases, not necessaiigers, such
as respiratory diseases or other diseases we Hatdcbome up
as a result of prolonged exposure to chemicals loatever
dangers are encountered by the individuals emplayéae fire
service or volunteering in the fire service — drese able to
be covered under this legislation as well?

With that, | look forward to the minister’'s answédon’t
believe | have any other questions. I'd just likehank every-
one for being here today. Once again, | thank ffieials for
their hard work.

Hon. Mr. Hart:
question directly, section (k) pertains to cancemy. Any
other aspect that comes from the IAFF as relatatig®ase or
respiratory items would require an act change bgraiment.

Mr. Cardiff:
for me then. Could this act be amended, or wouldite to be
another act?

Hon. Mr. Hart:
act.

Chair:
proceed clause by clause.

Mr. Cathers:
of the Committee to deem all clauses and the aitI8ill No.
95, Act to Amend the Workers’ Compensation, Aetd and
agreed to.

Unanimous consent re deeming all clauses and title
of Bill No. 95 read and agreed to

Chair:
sent of the Committee to deem all clauses anditileeof Bill
No. 95, Act to Amend the Workers’ Compensation, Aead
and agreed to.

All Hon. Members:  Agreed.

Chair: Unanimous consent has been granted.

Clauses 1 to 4 deemed read and agreed to

On Title

Title agreed to

Hon. Mr. Hart: I move that Bill No. 95, entitledct
to Amend the Worker's Compensation, e reported without
amendment.

To answer the member opposite’s

So that just brings up one more question

It would just be an amendment to this

| would request the unanimous consent

Mr. Cathers has requested the unanimous con-

Chair: It has been moved by Mr. Hart that Bill No. 95,
Act to Amend the Worker's Compensation, Am reported
without amendment.

Motion agreed to

Hon. Ms. Taylor:
sume the Chair.

Chair: It has been moved by Ms. Taylor that the
Speaker do now resume the Chair.

Motion agreed to

I move that the Speaker do now re-

Speaker resumes the Chair

Speaker: | will now call the House to order.
May the House have a report from the Chair of Cottemi
of the Whole?

Chair’s report

Mr. Nordick: Committee of the Whole has consid-
ered Bill No. 95,Act to Amend the Workers’ Compensation
Act, and directed me to report it without amendment.

Speaker:  You have heard the report from the Chair of
Committee of the Whole.

Are you agreed?

Some Hon. Members: Agreed.

Speaker: | declare the report carried.

GOVERNMENT BILLS
Bill No. 95: Third Reading

Clerk: Third reading, Bill No. 95, standing in the
name of the Hon. Mr. Hart.

Hon. Mr. Hart: I move that Bill No. 95, entitledct
to Amend the Workers’ Compensation, A& now read a third
time and do pass.

Speaker: It has been moved by the minister responsi-
ble for the Workers’ Compensation Health and Sa&xard,

Any further general debate? Seeing none, we’lthat Bill No. 95, entitledAct to Amend the Workers’ Compen-

sation Act be now read a third time and do pass.
Are you prepared for the question?

Some Hon. Members:  Division.
Division

Speaker:  Division has been called.

Mr. Clerk, please poll the House.

Hon. Mr. Fentie: Agree.

Hon. Ms. Taylor: Agree.

Hon. Mr. Hart: Agree.

Hon. Mr. Kenyon: Agree.

Hon. Mr. Rouble: Agree.

Hon. Mr. Lang: Agree.

Hon. Ms. Horne: Agree.

Hon. Mr. Edzerza: Agree.

Mr. Nordick: Agree.

Mr. Mitchell: Agree.

Mr. McRobb: Agree.

Mr. Fairclough: Agree.

Mr. Inverarity: Agree.

Ms. Hanson: Agree.
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Mr. Cardiff: Agree.
Mr. Cathers: Agree.
Clerk: Mr. Speaker, the results are 16 yea, nil nay.

Motion for third reading of Bill No. 95 agreed to
Speaker:
and that Bill No. 95 has passed this House.

Applause

Speaker:  We will revert to the Daily Routine.
DAILY ROUTINE

Speaker:  Are there any notices of motion?

NOTICES OF MOTION

Hon. Mr. Rouble:
tion:

THAT this House urges the Government of Canadaito ¢
tinue to support the activities of the Canadiancgpagency as
the information it provides has a direct impacttba lives of
northerners, including access to vital communicatietworks;
forecasting of weather and climate change; knovwdeafgenvi-
ronmental and geophysical issues; and security astharn
borders.

I give notice of the following mo-

Mr. Cardiff: I give notice of the following motion:

THAT this House urges all federal political parttesreaf-
firm their support for a tax credit for volunteérefighters and
make the commitment that, whatever comes out obtldget
votes and confidence motions, legislation will cofmevard to
enact this tax credit at the earliest opportunitrethe first sit-
ting of a new Parliament.

| also give notice of the following motion:

horse, particularly in the areas of Grizzly Vall®eep Creek,
and other properties on Lake Laberge by considdhiageasi-
bility and effect of possible options including tfelowing:

(1) installation of a powered or passive repeatethe hill

The yeas have it. | declare the motion carriedhorth of the Vista Road cell tower;

(2) installation of a powered or passive repeaterttee
hills east of Grizzly Valley;

(3) installation of a new cellular tower at approgiely
kilometre 218 of the north Klondike Highway, on tf@mer
site of Northwestel's tower, which used to provieo-way
radio service;

(4) installation of a new cellular tower at an alive lo-
cation in Deep Creek or Grizzly Valley; and

(5) installation of powered or passive repeaterstiaer lo-
cations in Grizzly Valley, Deep Creek, and neard.akberge.

Speaker:  Are there any further notices of motion?

Is there a statement by a minister?

Hearing none, prior to proceeding with Questionideer
the Chair will rule on a point of order raised wrday during
Question Period by the Member for Mount Lorne.

Speaker’s ruling

Speaker: In response to a question from the Member
for Mayo-Tatchun regarding Yukon Energy Corporatitime
Premier suggested that members of the Official Gjion
were motivated by personal interest, not the pubtierest. The
Member for Mount Lorne then rose on a point of ord#ing
Standing Order 19(g). Standing Order 19(g) saysn@mber
shall be called to order by the Speaker if that tvem.. im-
putes false or unavowed motives to another member.”

In this case, the Chair believes there is a poinbrder.
The second edition of thdouse of Commons Procedure and

THAT this House urges the Yukon government to commiPractice at page 618, advises us that parliamentary pdacee

to a full consultation with volunteer fire departm® and vol-
unteer emergency medical services crews in order to

(1) improve the provision of essential servicestighout
the Yukon; and

(2) hear directly from responders working in oumeou-
nities as to what they need from government in seofnfinan-
cial and non-financial support, equipment and trajn

| also give notice of the following motion:

THAT this House urges the Yukon government to fello
the lead of Newfoundland and Labrador in its appinot® tui-
tion fees for post-secondary students to increlasentimber of
students enrolling at Yukon College, and to encgeirskill and
career development by:

(1) reducing the student loan rate to the prime;rat

(2) reducing and freezing tuition fees;

(3) substantially increasing the number of gramsilable
to Yukon students; and

(4) allowing students who are not Yukon resideatapply
for STEP employment.

Mr. Cathers: | give notice of the following motion:
THAT this House urges the Yukon government to #tive
gate options for expanding cellular service northWhite-

ings are based on long-standing tradition of resfmcthe in-
tegrity of all members. The Chair believes thatgasging that
a member or caucus is motivated by a personalesteather
than a public interest does not meet this standEné. Chair
would caution all members against making such rksiar the
future.

We will now proceed to Question Period.

QUESTION PERIOD

Question re: Asset-backed commercial paper in-
vestments

Mr. Mitchell: We are reaching the end of the Yukon
Party's time in government. It has been an expenatmini-
stration for Yukoners and that's not only becausthe Yukon
Party's out-of-control spending, multiple deficiudgets and
upward of $170 million in new debt in only a fewoshyears.

Part of this government’s financial legacy is tleas of
millions of dollars locked up in bad ABCP investrteenMy
question is for the Deputy Premier, who was a passe de-
fender of these investments at the time. Now thatand her
colleagues are lobbying the Yukon public to keegirtlobs,
does she still think these investments were a ibeal?
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Hon. Mr. Fentie: Actually, this side of the House, the
Yukon Party government and its team, will not béngmut to
lobby the public at all. What we will be doing isigg out to
present to Yukoners our plan for Yukon’s future was did in
2002, as we did in 2006.

We presented clearly a detailed vision and plantifier
Yukon Territory. We presented a vision and a plan the
economy. The results speak for themselves, Mr. i&pedVe
presented a detailed vision and plan for improwimg quality
of life. The results speak for themselves, Mr. &peaWe pre-
sented a plan for the protection and conservatia@uopristine
wilderness and environment. | think the resultsaimgspeak
for themselves. By the way, we also were very astuinvest-
ing in the course of developing a much strongerafiposition
for Yukon and, to date, those investments haveegbamillions
for this territory.

Mr. Mitchell:
and 2006. | don’t recall the Yukon Party campaignon a
promise to invest in structured investments thatreat covered
by theFinancial Administration Act.

Now, the Deputy Premier stood by the Premier when h

put $36.5 million of taxpayer money into investngenbt cov-
ered by the=inancial Administration ActShe backed him up
when he ran aground with Yukoners’ money. Now thimse
vestments are worth much less than the Premierirpatnd
they're locked up for a lot longer than promised.tide time,
the Deputy Premier said, quote: “...nothing has Heseh The
investment is, in fact, being restructured.” Thatsvover three
years ago.

Does the Deputy Premier still stand by the Premier
ABCP investments or does she believe Yukoners' mone

should be put in investments that pay what theyngse, when
they promise it, and remain liquid so the funds available
when needed?

Hon. Mr. Fentie: Well, of course the Deputy Premier
and all members of this side of the House back bptwthey
say, unlike the members opposite.

Now | recall just a short while ago that the Memibar
Kluane was going to resign over a certain item #yggarently
he thought was irHansard Well, Mr. Speaker, that item
wasn’t inHansard we’re awaiting the Member for Kluane to
back up what he said and resign.

Mr. Mitchell:
guestion about investments and we get a bunchptiéseabout

Hansard It was the Deputy Premier who stood up in this

House and assured Yukoners their money was safé’artde
Deputy Premier who owes them an explanation nowat Th
money was supposed to be invested for 30 days tetrned
after those 30 days with interest, and to then dek bn hand
and available to meet the needs of Yukoners. Whanhdidn't
happen, it was the Deputy Premier who stood ubis House
and defended those investments. She said, quote:H&Ven't
lost any money.” The $10-million drop in these istreents’
values says otherwise.

Will the Deputy Premier finally admit she was wrotwgy
back the Premier and his bad ABCP investments?

Yukoners can be the judge. We asked a

Hon. Mr. Fentie: We will back up our officials as we
should. They are hard-working and have demonstiaiatnu-
ally during the mandate of the Yukon Party andégime and
leadership of this territory the good work thatytit®. Let me
reference the Liberal leader's comments about then€ial
position of this Yukon Territory. We are one of thely juris-
dictions, if not the only jurisdiction that has kad a balanced
budget, in surplus with a savings account. We are af the
only — other than Alberta — jurisdictions in Candtiat can
say that we are not in a net debt position, bt iret financial
resource position.

Let's look back at Liberal financial managementeTérri-
tory was broke. They allowed Dawson City to exciéediebt
limit as required under thiglunicipal Act They drove Yukon-
ers out of this territory, especially our skilleddayoung peo-
ple. They had us in double-digit unemployment dnelytwent

I remember both of those plans — 20020on a deck chair rearranging exercise on the gogu Btanic

and called it “government renewal” when all offisiaof the
government knew it was about government removalll\iée
Yukoners judge.

Question re:
investments

Mr. Inverarity: I'd like to follow up with the Deputy
Premier on the key role she played in the biggesntial
scandal of this government. There’'s no doubt shiglig in the
middle of it.

The Deputy Premier stood in this House, day afésr, de-
fending these investments. For example, on Noveni§gr
2007, she said, “As | mentioned earlier, these stments are
backed by the banks...” We called in the Auditor Gahef
Canada, and she had this to say: “We also found tttea
investments in the two trusts were not issued araputeed by
a bank.”

Will the Deputy Premier now admit that the statetrsdre
made was, in fact, incorrect?

Hon. Mr. Fentie: The Deputy Premier was, in fact,

correct. We all know that. We all know that bankerev
allowed to make that type of guarantee due to patltanges
by OSFI; that's not news. What is at issue hetajrk, is the
Official Opposition, the Liberals, who will not bacup
statements they make. The list is a long one.
By the way, Mr. Speaker, the issue of the investrren
the Liberals claim it's lost. How can this be whemdate, that
very same investment has brought to this terrisoge $1.9
million in return?

Mr. Inverarity: It's about accountability. You start
with $36.5 million and then you have a book valfe$a4
million. You put a million and a half back in; yoe' at $26
million. To me, that’s still short $10 million.

Let’'s look at another statement that the Deputynifee
made about the $36-million investment that Yukoreens't get
their hands on. On November 14, 2007, she said tthiat
Government of Yukon is meeting “the letter of th&v] which
is the Financial Administration Act What did the Auditor
General say? These investments do not meet thetiomsdset
out in theFinancial Administration Act

Asset-backed commercial paper
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Will the Deputy Premier be accountable for theestants
she made and admit what she told this House wasam#ct?

Hon. Mr. Fentie:
whole of government will stand behind those statgse— and
that's why we are the government, by the way, ahd t
opposition is where it's at — in opposition. It'sl about
accountability and credibility.

Will the Liberals back up their statements thas tieirritory
is broke? The fiscal position of the Yukon Terntdoday is
quite clearly not a position of being broke. We' insolvent;
in fact, we are balanced. We are in surplus. Wes leagavings
account, and we’ve invested a further billion ddlalus into
Yukoners’ well-being and quality of life. Will thielberals back
up their statements? Not at all, because they hatfing to
back it up with.

Mr. Inverarity: Mr. Speaker, in the coming election
campaign, trust and accountability are going taalieed about
a lot. Yukoners no longer trust this governmenty dere’s
another reason why: the Deputy Premier told thisidéothis
$36 million was: (1) guaranteed by a bank; and i{2)
compliance with the=inancial Administration ActNeither of
these statements was correct and the Auditor Geredra
Canada said so.

Yukoners aren’t really concerned about what thisniRer
has to say on this matter because he’s probablyggw be
pushed out by his party before the next electidme Deputy
Premier will be on the ballot, and Yukoners desdo/é&now
why she made these statements. Will she defenstatements
she made or not?

Hon. Mr. Fentie: | really am quite taken aback that
the Member for Porter Creek South has some sodrystal
ball on what the future may hold. If the member slge fact
have that crystal ball, | would encourage the MenfibePorter
Creek South to take a very close look at the futoirehe
Liberals; it's not a very bright one. They have plan, they
have no vision, and they have nothing with whichhézk up
their statements.

I must, at the danger of offending anyone, refea teery
proud and very important Prime Minister of this oty, the
Rt. Hon. John. G. Diefenbaker, who once said tolliieral
adversary, “To lead this country, it takes a lotrendor a
backbone than a banana.”

Question re:  Mining skills training
Ms. Hanson: The New Democratic Party wants to

see real benefits for Yukoners flowing out of thenenal
exploration and development boom. We want to seartany,
good paying jobs in this sector go to Yukoners, amel
particularly want to see that First Nation peoplenf rural
Yukon have these opportunities. We recognize thedgeork
the Yukon Mine Training Association does in helpiRgst
Nations persons to compete for these good jobscdligague,
the Member for Mount Lorne, was at the Aborigingoples
Resource Opportunities Conference and said it weat go see

Does this government keep data on First Nationgage-
ment in the mining industry? Does it have equitsgéas in

The Deputy Premier and | and the mind, and does it have an overall plan envisiomed-frst Na-

tions’ engagement in the mining industry and relatades?

Hon. Mr. Rouble: It is my honour and pleasure to rise
as both the Minister of Education and Energy, Mirzesl
Resources to address this important question.

Yes, we're seeing a significant increase in theneowy of
the territory, due in no small part to the proaetsteps of this
government and the investments that this governimasiinade
and the relationships that this government haseldetp foster.
We're seeing unemployment rates at record low tevelless
than four percent — and leading the country in ypleyment
rates.

As | was reminded at recent job fairs, there are
opportunities for people out there and trainingilatbée and
doors that are opening every day. The Public Servic
Commission has set targets within the Governmentuon
for representative public servants. We in the YuRamty want
to see job opportunities for all Yukoners. That'sywwe’'ve
made investments in training, investments in Yukimilege,
investments with the Yukon Mine Training AssociatioNe
want to see the doors open for all Yukoners to takeantage
of the Yukon opportunities that are clearly visiblénat’s why
we have been so supportive of the many opportsnfte job
fairs, for training fairs and the like. The Yukocomomy is
growing strong, and it's great to see Yukoners bitng from
it.

Ms. Hanson: The role of public government in
stimulating private industry to create jobs is arfiehe trickier
public policy questions. It requires research, gditice and
creativity. When it comes to the current mining bpd have
heard industry insiders say that they don’t expleat too many
direct jobs in the industry will go to Yukonersattthey would
like to hire more, but flying in trained workerofn elsewhere
is the easier and more likely option.

One way we could get more benefits from this seddor
with a cutting-edge school of mines. We could beeamal
specialists with mining in the northern context hwihigh
environmental standards. Yukon College has createtew
school of mining and technology and in the educaptan it
says it needs to renovate existing labs and createones for
hydrology and geomatics.

I'm wondering if the minister, wearing either his
Education or his minerals hat, can share with tbedd how he
is working with the college to create such a cgtiige school
of mines?

Hon. Mr. Rouble: Mr. Speaker, it's a pleasure to rise
in response to this question. The Government ofoviukas
taken a very proactive step in this area. We'vekedrwith
Yukoners, with First Nations, with stakeholdersd awur em-
ployers on a labour market framework that has ifledta
strategy. | hear members opposite even promotingesaf the
strategies that have been developed through thaveN

so many companies, workers and First Nation Ie"’lde"r\fk\/orked with Yukon College. We just have to looloat recent

represented. It is also great to see the job fag well attended
and that there is a real interest in young Yukornergork in
this sector.

track record with Yukon College, with building caoges in
Dawson and Pelly Crossing and, in conjunction witistice,
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putting in place the Northern Institute of Socialstice and
expanding degree-granting programs at Yukon College

The Yukon Party has a clear, proven track recordark-
ing with Yukon College to ensure that it is becognanrespon-
sive institution, responding to the needs of stisleio the op-
portunities in the territory, and to the territaag a whole. |
look forward to continuing that relationship withukon
College and with other education providers to emstirat
Yukoners receive the access to training that tregdnio take
advantage of Yukon opportunities.

Ms. Hanson:
answer the question with respect to an investnmestipport of
a cutting-edge school of mines. There are otheingiachools
in the country. | will file, for the interest of mwers, the
course offered through northern Ontario throughRkderated
School of Mines. The list of courses on offer isegsive but it
would take a huge investment to get up to thatlléMeere are
some things that we could offer that are uniquerétare some
really interesting avenues to train Yukoners for kot
opportunities. The New Democrats believe that oy we
can maximize the benefits to Yukon of the currenhing
boom is through making strategic, creative and riayed
investments in education.

Years ago, we put forward a proposal that we shbeld
working with all stakeholders in developing a centof
excellence for mining reclamation at Faro, for eplm to
make the best use of that abandoned mine there. tlitas
minister looked into our suggestion, and can he emaky
comments on the feasibility of this idea?

Hon. Mr. Rouble: The Government of Yukon will
take a very proactive approach to this issue. Wewdrk to
ensure that we continue to have a strong and tirimining
industry.

We'll continue to ensure that we take a balancqataarh
to the economy and to the environment. We’'ll camtino
ensure that we have access to land that is ricmiimeral
resources, and we’'ll continue to provide trainiog Yukoners.

We only have to take a look at the initiatives thakon
Party government has put in place in recent yesngther it's
issues like putting increased residences in, sdests from
outside of Whitehorse can attend Yukon Collegéntoeasing
and indexing the student grant so Yukon studente lagcess
to more funding, whether they attend Yukon Collégee in
Yukon or they attend an institution outside of barders.

We look at the licensed practical nurse programher
home heating maintainer or the survey technicianazess to
the first two years of an arts or science degrdee Yukon
Party government has a proven track record of piogi
assistance to Yukon students to help them achiéner t
educational dreams so they can become positiverilgoting
members of Yukon society.

Question re:  Housing shortage

Mr. Cardiff:
adequate housing to fill the demands our communtigve in
front of them right now. This is due in large pé&stlack of
planning, the lack of available land, the lack afcdlaborative
approach and the lack of political commitment.

| just point out that the minister did not

There's a shortage of affordable and

The Yukon Anti-Poverty Coalition, employers, theoki
dike Development Organization and many others halked
about the pressing need for more and better hou$hmg hous-
ing need here is depressing and it's dire. The igowent needs
to work more closely with other levels of governmemon-
government organizations and even the private seot@d-
dress a gamut of identified needs and gaps. Whitissgov-
ernment’s plan to address the housing needs oftehigory,
considering there are huge tax breaks for corpmratbut little
new money for housing in the federal budget?

Hon. Mr. Kenyon: There are actually two different
aspects of the demands here. First of all, thetteeisncrease in
population after the mercifully short-lived Libergbvernment,
which reduced our population between 10 and 15eméraVe
have now recovered from that and have increasexbd §j0 or
15 percent above that. So the increased demangtairdy a
big part of it. Much of what the member mentionslaad
availability and this sort of thing. That resides only to one
degree with the Yukon but also resides, to a laegree, with
the municipalities that basically tell us what tevdlop and
then we develop from there. So, if we don't havedlao
develop, that's part of it.

| certainly have to point out to the member oppo#itat,
in terms of social housing at least, we have shawf-percent
increase in social housing units. That's compacethé short-
lived Liberal government and the previous two NDP
governments, which produced no social housing volests.
They didn’t even get a tent up in the backyarcihk we are
making reasonable progress on some of these postfaithin
the confines of problems that are really worldwided
involving many other governments.

Mr. Cardiff: As per usual, what we got was not an
answer but blame and deflection. The average doathmuse
in Whitehorse is $400,000 and rising. The rentabway rate is
1.3 percent. A two-bedroom apartment, according to
yesterday’'s newspaper, is in the $1,200 range.r@gnto what
the minister said, social housing units in downtoremain
empty and the waiting list for this type of acconuation
grows longer by the day. And contrary to what warllesarlier
in Question Period — yesterday we heard in the andidat
students are having difficulty finding decent, affable
housing. We have a housing crisis in this city arahy of our
communities. All this government can do is criteipast
governments; we just heard that. Rather than dtiag or
waiting for Ottawa to roll out more money or takiogedit for
Habitat for Humanity projects, when will this gomerent take
action to address the serious housing issues fawsiorging
people in the Yukon?

Hon. Mr. Kenyon: Again, for the member opposite,
there are several aspects to that. There is theedse in
population, which is a good thing. We are facinfpausing
shortage worldwide. | was reading a report yestettat talks
about, and I'll quote from it, “Still the housingiges continue
to rise rapidly in many cities and the problem afuking
affordability remains centre most in people’s mifidehat’s a
report from China, but we also have the problertrigcross
the board, through Europe and through North America
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We have spent a lot of time working on social hoegsind
trying to increase that. | think we've been veryceessful.
We've certainly done much better than any otheregowment
in the last decade in working with municipalitiegen we can
free up some land — like Whistle Bend, a huge itesit.
It'll take a little bit longer to get it going, anlddon’t disagree

mercial paper; imagine the bang that Yukoners cgdt for
their buck if this government could still accesis tthmoney. The
F.H. Collins School, a new community recreationt@mmore
money to maintain health care services — thesguatea few
options that Yukoners could get for $36 millionstead, this
government, with its poor financial planning, haswed that

with the member opposite that there are some hgusinthese will remain imaginary.

challenges, particularly in rental accommodationhaft’s
something that is more of a private sector thamlaip sector
problem, but it is something that we can work wihd
something we will be working with in the future.

But it is something that we can work with and sdrireg
that we will be working with in the future.

Mr. Cardiff:
sector. Yukon employers cannot attract workersoifiding is
not available, affordable or adequate. This govemnshould
be spearheading a coordinated approach, one tbagmees
the many players and the responsibilities and dppities, if it
is serious about making a difference. Other govemts are
using a myriad of incentives and alternatives. usernment
needs to work more closely with First Nation gowveemts,
municipalities, non-government organizations ane phivate
sector.

It needs to encourage more proposals like the omeght
forward by the Northern City Supportive Coalitidhneeds to
provide more developed land to address the housingerns
raised by the Klondike Development OrganizatiorDiawson
City. It needs to update thendlord and Tenant A¢b compel
landlords to provide safe, healthy rental accomrtiods.

When will this government show leadership by taking
the challenge made by non-government
employers, and workers and pursue new —

Speaker:  Thank you. Minister responsible, please.

Hon. Mr. Kenyon:
number of different aspects to this question. Qastavhen the
federal government provided a very large chunk ahey
toward housing in general, $32.5 million was turmwegr in a
formula to First Nations for them to address sorfieheir
housing challenges.

Another challenge has been that the federal goventr-
current and the last one, both political stripeshad defined
housing for First Nations as on-reserve or off-reseWell, of
course we don't have reserves, so we weren't édigib have
access to either pot of money until very recently.

We continue to work with these challenges. I'm gladee
that there’'s a group in Dawson that is looking auding
challenges up there. Again, one of the big probl¢nese is
land availability and | hope that the City of Dawsas |
suspect they will, works with this and other grotipsprovide
land to build housing, because the land shortagerisinly a
part of it. That's very much a municipal problem.

Question re:
investments

Mr. Fairclough:
platform asked Yukoners to imagine tomorrow. I'kelito ask
Yukoners to imagine today. Imagine if this Yukonrtiyagov-
ernment hadn’t misplaced $36 million in asset-bdckem-

Asset-backed commercial paper

Well, now he’s blaming the private

The Yukon Party’'s 2006 campaign

In the fall of 2007, the Deputy Premier promised
Yukoners, “What we will do is operate the governtmegna
fiscally sound, responsible manner...”

Will the Deputy Premier explain why this governméas
broken this promise?

Hon. Mr. Fentie: The Deputy Premier, every member
on this side of the House, will make no such exgtiem
because it is not factual. The Liberals stand is House and
make statements like: the Yukon’s broke; misplateshey —
that has earned $1.9 million already, plus otheestments —
we are pushing the $20-million mark in earningdoh’t know
how the Liberals come up with that not being sofindncial
management. | don’t know how the Liberals can @rplais to
Yukoners: when the Yukon Party government tookceffithis
territory had a financial capacity of around $500iom. Today
this territory has a capacity of over a billion ldoé. It also has
a balanced budget. It also has a savings account.

The Liberals have a real problem here. They aiedrto
reinvent and reconstruct history. The Yukon Par&g been
building the future financially, economically, ermmentally,
health-wise, socially, and the list goes on.

Mr. Fairclough: Mr. Speaker, we would like to hear
from the Deputy Premier. In the fall of 2007, wekexb the

organization®eputy Premier if she supported the Premier's datigo

invest $36 million in asset-backed commercial pafée told
us, and | quote: “Our government — this governmenprides

Mr. Speaker, again, there are aitself on the very fine financial investments tha have been

making over the last number of years.”

Well, three and a half years later, the $36 millioh
taxpayers’ money that this government investedilisrslimbo
— unusable at this time. It isn’t the Yukon Partyieney. This
belongs to Yukoners, and Yukoners trusted this gouent
with their money, and this government, once agkihthem
down. | will ask the Deputy Premier: will she tel$ that she
stil wholeheartedly supports the investment thdtis t
government made in asset-backed commercial papés,the
Premier, once again, going to stand up and spedief@

Hon. Mr. Fentie: Mr. Speaker, neither | nor anybody
on this side of the House has to speak for anoffieey are
very capable of speaking for themselves, and thathy the
Yukon Party government, for nine years, has bedivating
the goods to the Yukon public.

Let me give a quote from a report, Mr. SpeakersTias
to do with a government making similar investmentgrevi-
ous years, dating back to 1989, 1990.This stateseyd, “We
found that the government made investments in -dsseted
commercial paper that were issued by trusts sebymon-
banks in the past, dating back several years.” Do khow
who said that, Mr. Speaker? It was the Auditor Gainef Can-
ada.
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The Liberals have a real credibility problem. Thean't  Bill No. 24: First Appropriation Act, 2011-12 —
even quote or represent the Auditor General’s stamgs in  continued
writing factually. Chair: The matter before the Committee is Bill No.
Mr. Fairclough: None of those investments were ever24, First Appropriation Act, 2011-12We will now proceed
frozen. This minister, this Premier, has a creitibiproblem  with general debate in Vote 7, Department of Ecdgom
here in the territory. In the fall of 2007, the Ddp Premier Development.
spoke of this government's so-called good investsmemd

said, “As a result of those investment decisions garnering a Department of Economic Development

healthy financial surplus, we have been able to entlose Hon. Mr. Kenyon: It gives me great pleasure to rise,
sound decisions and investments on the social sfdéhe SO to speak, today to discuss the budget of theaiDepnt of
ledger...” Economic Development for 2011-12. The Department of

Since the statement was made, the government tths h&conomic Development has a mandate to developtaisable
two consecutive deficits, has squandered the govemtis and competitive Yukon economy to enrich the qualitjife of
savings account down to almost nothing, and broken all Yukoners and to pursue economic initiativeshwat shared
promise to make major social investments, such agision of prosperity, partnerships and innovatiand to forge
development of a homeless shelter. Does the Deprdgnier  partnerships with First Nations in the economicedepment of
accept that this bad investment has meant delaysmany the territory.
worthwhile projects? We want to hear from the Dgput Economic Development’s primary responsibilities &ve
Premier. develop and maintain a sustainable and competitiukon

Hon. Mr. Fentie: The Member for Mayo-Tatchun has economy to enrich the quality of life for all Yukers; pursue
just stated that the Yukon Party government hastspmwvn the  economic initiatives with a shared vision of prasiye
savings account to almost nothing. Can the Libexdt¥? If you partnerships and innovation; to forge, maintain anxgand
look at the budget before this House, it shows gheings partnerships with the First Nations in the economic
account at some $43 million. The Liberals call thathing? development of the Yukon; to work in partnershighwirst
You know what else is really problematic with their Nations and others initiating or implementing regib
statements? The only other jurisdiction in Canaat tan economic plans; and proactively administer the comity
demonstrate a savings account of any kind is Adbefhe development fund.

Liberals do have a credibility problem and it'sig bne. They The department is a valued partner and advocatien
cant even read the budget documents factually. irThebuilding of a sustainable and diversified econofogusing on
presentation to Yukoners is, in fact, incorrect. prosperity for all Yukoners while remaining cogmtaf social
and environmental needs. In order to ensure Yukeotsmomy
Speaker: The time for Question Period has now remains prosperous and diversified, the departroentinues
elapsed. We'll proceed to Orders of the Day. to enable strategic and responsible economic pmjed/e
strive to increase the benefits derived from theegects and
ORDERS OF THE DAY activities to all Yukoners, First Nations and conmitigs, and
Hon. Ms. Taylor: I move that the Speaker do now we work to enhance the competitiveness of Yukonisitess
leave the Chair and that the House resolve into i@ittee of  environment in order to attract increased investmationally
the Whole. and internationally.

Speaker: It has been moved by the Government House  Within our strategic goals are the following keyopities
Leader that the Speaker do now leave the Chairtlaaidthe and initiatives.

House resolve into Committee of the Whole. In the development of mining and other resource
Motion agreed to development projects we will work with industry awith the
Department of Energy, Mines and Resources on adowied
Speaker leaves the Chair approach to development and to continue and expand

investment attraction and export development itintées.
COMMI.TTEE OF THE WHOLE ] To facilitate the development of toﬂrism-relate«bjpcts,
Chair (Mr. Nordick): Order please. Committee of the \ye will work with industry and the Department ofdizm and
Whole will now come to order. The matter before thecyiture in a coordinated approach to attract invest and to
Committee is Bill No. 24First Appropriation Act, 2011-12.  geyelop external investment pathways and markets.

We'll now proceed with general debate on Vote 7p&rement In the development of research, innovation and cernm
of Economic Development. Do members wish a recess? cialization we will work with Yukon College, indugt and
All Hon. Members:  Agreed. ' other partners in a coordinated approach to ingw#velop-
~ Chair: Committee of the Whole will recess for 15 ment, identify and examine opportunities to enhannevation
minutes. and commercialization of Yukon-based technologieskey
areas of focus, such as ICT, renewable energy, doithte,
Recess climate change and natural resources technology,wanwill

Chair: Order please.
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continue to support the Yukon Cold Climate InnomatCentre
and Yukon Technology Innovation Centre.

In the development of filmmakers and sound recaydirt-
ists, we will work with members of the film and samlindus-
tries to target export markets, provide profesdiatevelop-
ment opportunities for flmmakers and sound reauydartists,
and to support film and sound industry associatimnsheir
efforts to further the careers of film and soundustry mem-
bers.

We will enhance relationships with trading partnérsough
participation in common initiatives and, also, wil advocate
on behalf of industries to ensure Yukon fundinguisgments
are included in national funding programs.

To develop policies and strategies to guide Yukon
government’s economic development activities, well wi
monitor, evaluate, and report on business and eci@rivends,
issues and opportunities affecting the Yukon. Wk agsist in
development of a competitive business environmeetelop

To maximize the growth of Yukon’'s small and mediumand implement programs that support the start-ypamsion

enterprises, we will support entrepreneurial dewelent,

identify and examine regional business opportusitieork

with export-ready companies to target external stwes and
markets, facilitate, advise and provide supporbtsinesses,
First Nations development corporations and stast-ugnd
support chambers of commerce and industry assoegtbn
issues of common interest. To create and enhanmeortc

and community opportunities, we will identify, asseand
communicate the economic benefits and businessriypities

arising from industry development projects. We witirk with

the business community, including First Nation depment
corporations and businesses, to ensure that cortigaihiave
the opportunity to secure local benefits and preddpport to
non-governmental organizations to address chalkerge to
take advantages of opportunities.

To support First Nations’ economic development,wik
work with First Nations and First Nation developrhen
corporations to enhance their organizational capaéor
economic development. We will support the developtra
regional, First Nation and community economic depeient
plans and initiatives. To create and enhance ecanamd
community opportunities, we will work with commuei,
First Nation governments, municipalities and otherreate
economic opportunities and strengthen social andnoonity
networks by funding projects with sustainable bisef

Through the community development fund, we will wor
to improve the standard of living, social capaci@gpperation
and community involvement in Yukon communities witte
aim of benefiting communities’ well-being and wellwiork
with communities to enable them to identify and suer
economic activities that will provide them with piterm,
sustainable economic benefits.

To market Yukon as a place to live, work and invest
will promote Yukon’s strategic and competitive adiages,
participate in trade shows and missions in priosigtors and
target markets and we will develop, implement, eatd and
refine investment promotion initiatives and progsam

To advance Yukon’s economic development interests

through intergovernmental forums, we will work witanada,
provinces and territories to advance open tradatiogiships
within the federation, to recognize Yukon’s economi
development requirements.

We will continue to participate as a member of limeest
Canada-Community Initiatives by participating amgborting
in-bound and out-bound foreign direct investmentiviies.
We will work with Canada to represent Yukon’s imsts in
international trade negotiations and agreementeémphtation.

and growth of Yukon businesses; support capacity an
workforce development; and we will review Economic
Development programs and services to ensure theffeetive
and competitive.

We will continue to work cooperatively with our paers
in northern economic development — Canada’s Nomther
Economic Development Agency, known as CanNor, thefie
NorthWest Economic Region, or PNWER, First Nati@msl
municipal governments — to understand each otheitsities
and objectives. We are committed to working togetivéh
these agencies on programs and services that ikdpothe
unigue needs and strategic priorities related tokovils
economy.

To support the ongoing work of the Department
Economic Development, we are introducing a totgbitea
budget of $1.526 million and a total operation amantenance
budget of $14.25 million, for 2011-12. We do hope actually
get a chance to debate that budget today.

Attracting external investment is critical to Yuken
economic growth and diversification. Investment ldes
Yukon businesses to expand operations, pursue new
opportunities and explore potential. The departreent
investment attraction strategy continues to guidee t
development of a diversified private sector economtile
focusing on key areas of opportunity. The departmieas
worked diligently to develop Yukon's reputation
internationally and has continued to spread thesages that
Yukon has a wealth of opportunities across a wanésectors.

Yukon is strategically located and has resourcasfihthe
type of global demand generated by foreign mark€tsr
mineral deposits of copper, lead, zinc, tungstem, iaon ore
are some of the largest in the world. The conticeaof our
working-relationship building through travel to Asihosting
inbound investors in Yukon and attending trade shdvas led
to significant investments by Chinese companiesyirkon-
based projects. | should mention, of course, thatet has also
been investment from Korea and from other companies
This relationship building has taken place overetiand
we are now beginning to see the results. Six st deals
between Yukon-based companies and Asian investavge h
been announced since October 2007. Yukon-Nevadal Gol
Corp. and China-based Northwest Non-Ferrous Intiemel
Investment Co. Ltd. completed a $3-million agreenterform
Yukon-Shaanxi Mining Co. Inc. and a new Canadiamgany,
which will explore for and develop mineral resowwce
Yukon.

of
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New Pacific Metals Corp. recently acquired all ramrey
issued and outstanding shares of Tagish Lake Golghdta-
tion, making the company a wholly owned subsidiafyNew
Pacific. Korea Zinc Company Ltd., through its wiyeliwned
subsidiary Pan Pacific Metal Mining Corporationceetly pur-
chased shares and warrants from Selwyn Resourdesdvat
approximately $5 million. China Mining Resourceo@p Ltd.
has purchased approximately 14.6 percent of theeshaf
Selwyn Resources, representing an investment of &@e

trade links will lead to more business opportusitibs for
Yukoners and a higher quality of life.

If we now take a look at regional economic develeptn
with Yukon First Nations setting their economicagities and
playing the lead role in their economic futureg Department
of Economic Development works to support them freanly
planning stages through implementation. Our aéisiinclude:
assistance in building capable institutions of gosaace;
capability development and capacity developmensjistiag

million in that company. Selwyn Resources and Yumna with the development of strategic direction, inéhglstrategic

Chihong Zinc & Germanium Co. Ltd. recently compteta
$100 million joint-venture transaction to advancelky¥n's
Selwyn project to bankable feasibility and, if warted, to
production with Yunnan and Selwyn each holding ®&@cpnt
of the new company.

The details of this transaction were previouslyamted
on December 14, 2009, and again clarified on M&roh 2010.
The Selwyn project in eastern Yukon is one of tamdst
undeveloped zinc and lead deposits in the worlkoYiuZinc's
Wolverine project was purchased by Jinduicheng aénum
Group and Northwest Non-Ferrous International lowesit
Company for approximately $101 million. Yukon Zinc
committed approximately $155 million toward constian
expenditures for 2009 and additional $100 million2010.

planning and economic development planning; asgistiith

the development of policies that support economic
development; opportunity identification and projeeiection;
assisting with the development of high level feditjbstudies;
and implementation of these plans and studies.

Some of the highlights of the budget — I'd like hgh-
light some of the many activities the departmewntdied in
our 2011-12 budget, which | hope we get into. Thpaitment
will continue to administer a variety of fundingograms to
support the diversification of Yukon’'s economy. Yomkgov-
ernment’s continued investment in business industiy capi-
tal projects supports long-term, sustainable econagrowth.
For instance, the Department of Economic Develognsep-
ports the growth of Yukon business activity by edting

These are examples of how the investment attractio$375,000 into the enterprise trade fund. With aifoon small-

efforts of the department are leading to new inwestt capital,
critical to the growth of a wealth-generating intlys

and medium-sized businesses, this program is desigo
stimulate and support market growth, business dewe¢nt

Economic Development plans a key role in investmenand export revenues. Through this fund, eligiblekdfu busi-

attraction by making introductions to potential estors and
facilitating the development of business relatiopshYukon is

focused on ensuring that Yukoners and Yukon busaweshare
in the secondary benefits generated by developriterthe

mining and other industries. By ensuring this, e laelping to
strengthen the private sector economy, especiallyrural

Yukon.

Increasing Yukon’s share of benefits generated ftoese
industry developments, as well as supporting Fisttion
economic development, is an important step
diversifying Yukon’'s economy. The department sedks
optimize industrial benefits through supplier deyshent
initiatives to increase the number of local supplie
procurement initiatives to increase their succesbidding on
work, and working with stakeholders and partnergduacation
and training initiatives to increase the number lo€al
employees.

Another priority is to support the development wategic
infrastructure required for economic developmentYinkon.
Demands on Yukon’s infrastructure base are sentensify
because of the development of the natural resagector, an
increased interest in infrastructure developmenbmfr
companies considering development in Yukon, andvtjran
the research, innovation and commercializationosect

Improvements are necessary to all economic infresire
areas, including energy, transportation, telecomoations
and municipal infrastructure. Infrastructure enaldecial and
industrial capacity and lays the foundation for remoic
growth. Improving national and international tramption and

nesses involved in export-related operations megive assis-
tance to conduct activities that open new marlagselop and
expand existing markets, and implement projects diezelop
business activities while not creating unfair cofitjpa within

the existing local Yukon market. The enterpriselérdund is
available to all Yukon businesses, both for prefid not for
profit, as well as business-related organizationd dustry
associations. The program supports marketing apdrexro-
jects that enhance the likelihood of Yukon busieesgenerat-

towardng increased production and sales of Yukon pradulgtost

importantly, all of the projects funded by the eptese trade
fund require a meaningful investment by the comgsrand
organizations themselves, essentially doublingitivestment
in promoting Yukon products, services and oppotiesi

The department continues its ongoing partnershitgistive
industry stakeholder groups to help Yukon busineskyelop
and maintain a competitive advantage in externatkets.
Stakeholders such as the Yukon Chamber of Comnhedpeus
to raise the profile of Yukon businesses and theices and
products they can offer to both inside and outgaidekets.

Another program is the business incentive prograhe
department continues its support of the businessnumity
through the business incentive program with a budidetment
of more than $1 million. This program offers relsat®
businesses that hire Yukoners, use Yukon manufttgoods,
and hire apprentices and Yukon youth to work omileie
Yukon government projects.

So that begins to get us into some of the progithaisare
involved in the budget that we are discussing totl&yok for-
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ward to continuing this with further discussionanfew mo-
ments.

Mr. McRobb: | thank the hard-working officials in the
department for the excellent work they're doingluding the
two who are with us today.

In listening to the minister’s opening, preparedesth, one
would perhaps conclude he was the mining ministarabse
most of what he had to say pertained to the mimiaigistry.
We know the Department of Energy, Mines and Ressuhas
responsibility for mining in the territory. Yestexg afternoon
we were debating that department. Today, for saasan, the
Yukon Party switched up and postponed debate omgine
Mines and Resources and chose instead to bringafdrthe
Department of Economic Development. Now that's fiMg.
Chair. That is the government side’s prerogativel ave'’re
used to sudden change-ups in the agenda on théso$ithe
House without any consultation. So we will debatss t
department today, although the minister did talkstiyoabout
mining.

We don't take issue with this department’s budyéhat
we do take issue with are some of the outrageaimslthis
minister has made, especially with respect to takiredit for
all the Chinese investment into Yukon mining coniparand
mining properties. According to the minister, heswsingle-
handedly responsible for this Chinese investmerat essult of
his numerous trips to China.

We still don’'t know the price tag of the minister's
excursions to China because he won't show us Ipsreses. |
wonder why? What's in that fortune cookie anyway?

With respect to Chinese investment in the Yukoardhare
several ways to look at this issue. | suppose i thing
would be Chinese investment in the territory isdjbecause it
advances properties, creates jobs and helps oupegogrow
but, as we add to that list, we're going to stadring concerns
and perhaps other suggestions.

about them. These experts also said the Yukon gowemt
would be much better off sharing some of its mankgte-
sources and dealing with some of the other coumirethe
world with reputable mining experience. These ottmrntries
included Germany and Australia. These executives ekplic-
itly suggested there are some large mining compathat
should be target-marketed, such as the Rio Tirfttiseoworld.

Underlying these suggestions and recommendatiams fr
mining experts is the realization that the Chineaee become
very skilled in their negotiation techniques, ahthas become
very difficult for mining companies in the westeworld to
adapt to these techniques. It's difficult to pustbn the record,
especially to this minister who may choose to sfpinto some
political attack, trying to claim the Liberals areow anti-
Chinese. Well, let’s call that bluff right now, MEhair. We are
not.

I am standing here relaying information on to teeard
that | have picked up as a result of meetings waiiming
executives in Vancouver this past January — a lyithe way,
that was paid for by Yukon taxpayers, so | feel aided
obligation to report these findings today.

If the minister cares to check, the receipts for tniyy are
all publicly available in the Yukon Legislative Asably
office, much unlike his ministerial travel receipighich he
refuses to provide. So it's a difficult subject tmise on the
floor of the Assembly, but | felt the compulsion to it
because | feel it is the right thing to do. Thistimaconcerns a
lot of executives and people associated with Yukaining
companies. They have followed the Chinese investmnigrmno
mining companies and properties in the westerndvsirice it
started happening in recent years. What has hagpsitleat, at
the beginning, there were some fantastic dealgshi®rowners
of those properties, but not any more.

The Chinese learned very quickly how to negotidteey
learned very quickly how to gain the best advantagé¢he

| want to pass on some advice to the minister aisd hnegotiations. You know, what we heard over and @again

colleagues that we picked up at the recent Mingxaloration
Roundup in Vancouver. In particular, | want to €hpart of a
very interesting discussion we had during a meetiith the
principals of a Yukon mining company. For the retahese
people have substantial experience related to giminthe
Yukon. This was also something we picked up frohrect.

from these mining experts — they conveyed to usrthe
experiences. | see the Deputy Premier has now ediise
minister that yes, indeed, he should attack us dyng the
Liberals are now anti-Chinese. Well, | think | @dy put that
on to the record. This is not the position of thiberal Party.
This is not the position of the Assembly. | am nhere

These mining executives questioned this government’conveying this on the floor of the House becauséedl

priorities with respect to marketing the territ@ymineral
properties and essentially scoffed at this ministapproach,
his obsession, in travelling to China to market &wikmining
properties and companies. Let me clarify. The idsre is not
with marketing in China. It's the sole focus on k&ing in
China.

Now, the minister recited a list of six fairly retanvest-
ments. | might be wrong on this, because | hadetquick in
this analysis, but it appeared to me that five thet six were
from China. These experienced mining executivesakndnat
they're talking about. | don’t think anybody is ggito dispute
that. They said China is well aware of any minimggerty that
shows promising potential. They said governmentstdweed
to market those properties because the Chinesadsldenow

somebody should have the courage to do it.

Now, back to the examples that were relayed toThere
is a lot of frustration felt within the mining cles that once
they feel an agreement has been reached, sudden}yfind
out it hasn’'t. There’s a new group that is brouighaind they
have to renegotiate down from the previously agteedosi-
tion. This happens continuously until the point veéhet's
barely worthwhile to sign on the dotted line. Lelbgng this
back to the Yukon Territory, because | think itgrfto say that
people in our territory want to maximize the betsefor the
people in our territory, both today and into théufe. Yester-
day afternoon, we had a discussion on negotiatimgmal roy-
alties. That's the same argument. There is a goganaent to
be made for the owners of properties and companitee ter-
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ritory that are being marketed abroad, and thtd gget the best
deal possible. Well, in the early days, China wesrhain tar-
get. China had the money. China had the desireChima had
the need for the commodities.

There was quite a bit of attention given to Chiyagbv-
ernments in the western world but that’s indeednghrey as
people become more aware of the improved negajigiosi-
tions of the Chinese and their tougher bargaining the de-
layed negotiation processes that I've already thideout.

These mining experts went on with all kinds of epées.
They talked about the need to focus on some ofetldiser
countries and especially the need to focus on sufntlee huge
mining companies in the world like Rio Tinto. Oreason for
that is these other countries and big mining corgsahave
what the mining community refers to as well-estdi®id,
reputable standards that we're used to in the westerld.

On that, | would like to begin by asking the miarsif he
would, in his marketing exploits, give more attentito these
other countries and big mining companies rathen théat
seems to be a sole focus on China?

Hon. Mr. Kenyon: Certainly, the overall goal of the
investment attraction strategy of the departmentoishelp
enable development of a diversified private se&conomy
while focusing on investment-ready sectors and meing
benefits to small and medium-sized enterprises. redtir
investment-ready sectors include film and soundnimgi
tourism, research innovation, commercializatiord amall and
medium enterprises. The approach to investmenacatin
within the department includes marketing and inwestt
promotion, initiatives, research, policies and ioees, and
communications activities.

The strategy focuses on key markets in North Anaeric
including British Columbia, Alberta, Alaska, as Wweks
European and Asian markets.

For the member opposite, I'll add to his list: vehile have
had very, very good success in China, we have lesomany
discussions with some success and some ongoingsdisas
with Korea — specifically, of course, South Korea Japan,
Brazil, India, Germany, France, the United Kingdothe
United States, Switzerland, Australia and a nundfeBSouth
American countries. We don’t negotiate businesdsddais is
how far the member opposite is off. We put the canigs
together and they do their own negotiating andr tbein deals.
If the member opposite seriously thinks that we otiate
private sector deals, he is very sorely mistaken.

The success of Yukon's major projects is dependent
outside investment. The department continues t&ehafukon
as an attractive investment destination that boastsjue
advantages. The department invests annually irativigés that
attract Asian investors. Most successfully, sixngigant deals
that | mentioned before have been announced. fikestment
has assisted in over $460 million of investmentYiokon
companies to date. | would argue that most of tlosepanies,
having arrived here, have invested more and thatfithures
might actually be starting to push the $1 billi@amge.

We do work closely with the departments of Energy,

Mines and Resources, Executive Council Office, Trand

Culture, Education, as well as Yukon College. Big tnember
opposite has made a few very erroneous statemergs MRirst
of all, when the member opposite claims that | hafased to
provide travel receipts — perhaps he should payenattention
in this House because they are tabled in this Hons& regular
basis — ministerial travel as well as MLA travekrRaps he
could go back and dig through the clutter on hiskdend see if
he could find those things that have been tabled.

I am chuckling a little here because the membelosipp
talks about anonymous sources, and that sort ahosmme of
one thing that | had heard about — | got this infation from
a reliable source. It came from a friend of a fdewhose
cousin is dating a girl whose brother knows thiy gthose
wife knows this lady because the husband buys Ilgstdimm
the guy who knows the shoeshine, and it goes on and
Therefore, it has to be true.

Again, the government has to deal with fact ané.dahe
opposition doesn’'t seem to have that requiremenhatr need
to keep things factual, and that's disappointing.

The member opposite was talking about how the kilser
might do things differently and would like to sdengs done
differently. Perhaps that explains Bill No. 58, ahieffectively
disbanded the Department of Economic DevelopmeheyT
had such a marvellous idea to develop economiclopwent
in the Yukon, they disbanded the department antiesed the
staff to the winds. That seems to me to be poatlysed; it is
up to others to judge and I'm sure others will jedgut | think
that's a rather limited and very terrible way t@beith things.

Now in terms of travel, these are all tabled in Hause,
and if the member opposite would dig around ondeisk, I'm
sure he'll be able to find those. April 1, 2010Recember 4,
2010 — a total of $32,910.07 toward travel — thaits just
China; that's to a wide variety of places, be itnauver;
Kelowna; Barrow, Alaska; Anchorage, Alaska; Ottateameet
with the federal government there; Quebec City,g&al — a
wide variety of travel. So that's a pretty good @dor the
buck, especially when you consider that we got pedeling
on how you look at it — between $500 million and t$llion
of return for that. | would say that’s a pretty da@turn.

The member opposite seems to have trouble unddistan
some of the investments as they pertain to the Dapat of
Finance. But you know, maybe that one is a littl@ren
dramatic and he can work that one out. The mempposite
claims that we have only mining, and I've alreadgcdssed
the business incentive program and the enterprase tfund.
Let’s look at some of the other programs the depamt has.

We're continuing to support Dana Naye Ventures’ nmic
loan program that provides modest but meaningfppstt to
entrepreneurs with innovative business ideas. Tlaeee no
other programs in Yukon that provide this type opport to
small business. It's an innovative approach thaberages and
supports Yukon entrepreneurs who are launching new
businesses. The department makes contributionsatmus
business-related organizations to support smatl medium-
sized business export, expansion and marketingtinis.

If we then look at research and innovation and cermm
cialization, the Yukon government continues to suppe-
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search, innovation and commercialization, thus ihglgo in-
crease the economic diversity of Yukon and encaugrgwth
in Yukon’s manufacturing and knowledge-based sector

Yukon Cold Climate Innovation Centre continues & d
velop projects in applied research in cold climathnologies
and other related technologies with interest to &fukl he geo-
graphic realities of Yukon and the changing climafethe
north make new and innovative solutions necesskrg. cen-
tre’s research and development fund has investetbdal
projects, creating innovative solutions to the l@rajes we face
in the Yukon.

Economic Development is contributing over $550,000
funding for operational support for the centre amgovation
projects. In addition, funding for the Yukon ColdirGate
Innovation Centre is provided by a contributionesgnent with
Yukon College through the northern strategy trusigpam,
consisting of $125,000 per year for three yearartisg in
2010-11. This will also support innovation projectsthink
most of us are aware of the fact — once we sofbak at it
critically and in a more evolved way — that while \werhaps
have the least to do with the creation of the mobl we
certainly take the brunt of the results of the peoh So it's
important that we look at cold climate innovatidmw to
mitigate the results of climate change and mitigateof the
problems that we see here with the effect on pewsafand
changing environment and changing animals, asagellora.

The centre is a partnership between applied reseisc
industry and government and is dedicated to deusdopnd
commercializing sustainable, cold climate techni@sdor use
in the Yukon, as well as for export markets. Thetieeis open
to a variety of potential projects, specificallytire area of cold
climate, as previously mentioned, permafrost effecin
transportation corridors, building construction, nee/able
energy, climate change, and those that addresedweuoctal
challenges. The centre has a permanent home loaatdte
main campus of Yukon College in Whitehorse andwatl,
Yukon government continues to support
Technology Innovation Centre and its applicant-giniyprojects
in the amount of $235,000. The Technology Innovatientre
is now housed within the Yukon Cold Climate Inndwat
Centre to take advantage of the synergies betwkentvto
programs. The department’s total contribution toesth
programs is $793,000.

There is also the strategic industries developrierd. In
addition to the innovation and technology sectoukdh’s
other key economic sectors include natural rescuraed
tourism. These industries initiate strategic prigethat will
generate wealth and act as catalysts for developraed
generate secondary business opportunities. Thesgcts
support the government's stated goal to strengthed
diversify Yukon’s economy.

The Department of Economic Development's strat@gic
dustries development fund will continue to provaignificant
support to these sectors with $800,000 this ydacated in the
operation and maintenance budget. The strategiostrids
development fund provides assistance to identif§ assess
emerging opportunities, including the preparatidnscoping

studies, feasibility studies and business plannifgalso, in a
broader range, investment promotion and marketisg. men-
tioned before, the department’s efforts to attragestment to
Yukon is really paying off, and it's starting toypaeff big time.

Recent support of outbound missions in Canada,ednit
States, Europe, Hong Kong — | didn’t mention thathe list
before — in partnership with industry has stimufateterest
and investment in Yukon companies through the ahpit
markets. We have allotted $534,000 in this budgbtch will
represent a variety of activities including markgti
promoting, facilitating events and conferences, sitels and
consulting services in order to raise awarenes¥'ukon’s
investment opportunities, and support initiativeattfacilitate
foreign direct investment deals.

I'll give you a good example of some of the sucesssn
that. | had the good opportunity to be invited wmudinner by a
film production company that had just flown in frobos
Angeles and | was rather pleased to be told righthe top,
“We're not here looking for sites. We're not heoeking to see
if we want to come to the Yukon. The familiarizatitours
showed us what you had. We are up here to make fina
decisions on filming locations and we're here tokenaa
movie.”

The fact that we had such equipment and such iiayed
trained staff and people within the film and soundustry
means that they didn’t have to bring a lot of pedplto do the
work. The people here are quite capable of it. &@hers
nothing more obvious than the Cold Snap film fedtabout a
week ago up at the Beringia Centre, which was dédrby the
NDP. | didn't see any others of the Official Oppmsi there,
but it's too bad because they missed a very goadhele and
good demonstration of what some our people arebtaps.
That was the people that were just starting outyTtvere
mentored by the people who had been more activéhén
industry.

You can take a turn and look at the regional ecaoom

the Yukondevelopment fund. In our efforts to assist Yukomownities

and First Nations to fully benefit from the econoraictivities

of the regions, we are allocating $405,000 to thgianal
economic development fund and its administratiomis Tfund
provides financial support to foster regional arnmunity
economic development. The fund was established in
recognition of the need for effective coordinatiofhplanning
and economic development efforts by all partiedhwégional
economic interests.

Funding activities have included support for ecoimom
development planning, capacity development, oppdstu
identification, and associated research needs simgess and
training plans in general. The strength in thisdiag program
lies in the fact that it supports a variety of staélders,
including First Nations and municipalities.

Another fund which our government reinstituted eafa
real challenge in having previous governments @ryeither
destroy it or limit it, is the community developntdand. This
is another avenue in which the department suppovtriety of
stakeholders through the community development,fwidch
is a program that's very widely known throughowt tommu-
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nities. One change in that fund that | was verypyap suggest
and the department agreed to was that we haveothenanity

development fund staff go out to the communitied actually

present this within the rural communities to shohatvcan be
done, rather than think that they can just simptk |t up from

a website or simply make contacts and have to corte

Whitehorse to do the research on that.

So the primary goal of the community developmentfis
to support projects that provide long-term welldgeand bring
social or economic benefits to Yukon communitielse Tund’s
projects continue to create employment, continugenerate
local spending, continue to develop usable sldlig] continue
to enhance the Yukon’s physical and social infragtre.

We've allocated $3.3 million to
development fund and its administration. The comityun
development fund contributes substantially to tlealth of
rural Yukon communities by giving community membears
opportunity to network, to share and to participdte
strengthening their neighbourhoods and organizstiorhis
fund fosters cooperation, partnerships and colktimm among
groups and emphasizes the importance of recreadiom
training for Yukon people.

I mentioned in passing a moment ago the Yukon it
Sound Commission, and the department continuesotl o
diversify the economy in the cultural industrieshi®& | ha-
ven't looked up the statistic most recently, thetléime |
looked it up, which wasn't that long ago, when yoak at the
average Canadian spending on film, sound, culreeation,
including sports, the Yukon government was spendinge to
10 times the national average. Not a bad averagkwe are
very happy to do that because | think it reallyslaeld to the
diversification of the economy.

We are very fortunate to have such an incredidigntad
and vibrant film and sound recording industry. Aretstatistic
— again, it was awhile ago that | saw it — was tbae in
every 1,000 Yukoners had produced a commercial IEB.
scary when you look at some of the other jurisdiwi in
Canada and expand that out on a population bases
Vancouver, Toronto, Calgary and such — you undedstehat
a vibrant film and sound group that we have here.

The Film and Sound Commission administers six ckffie
film-funding programs aimed at meeting the divenseds of
this industry, for which $660,000 has been budgeiée film
industry in Yukon continues to be strong, providivigkoners
with employment and training opportunities. A bif a
surprise, going around through Porter Creek Northmy
riding — is the number of people within Porter Geedorth
who are involved in the film and sound-recordindustry. It's
incredibly important to my riding and, | suspect, most
ridings.

the community

the project. It's a great opportunity, as Yukon hagreat deal
to offer this industry in terms of our dependalyieve — some-
times a little too dependable, but you know, weetalhat we
can get — spectacular wilderness, long daylightrbied get-
ting longer all the time — and our unique settiragsd sur-
roundings.

The project provided employment and mentorship
opportunities for approximately 40 members of Yukofiim
industry. The webisodes are modern and effectiveeathing
filmmakers around the world and they're being shased via
the Internet and at film trade events, really, asrGanada and
internationally. | invite people to look atww.yukonic.com
and they can see a wide variety of these and wastbieen
done.

We also have shows of these episodes running ire§im
Square in New York City to attract people withiretfilm
industry in New York to come and look at the wels® on-
line and to get people involved in that. So | sespkat there
should be a good draw to the economy out of that, &gain,
the main thing that most people aren’'t aware dhésfact that
that was done as a training exercise as well. 8mtmber of
people we have trained and put on the ground —r¢kent
visit by Discovery Channel for some filming in tizawson
and Klondike area — they were quite surprised twl fthe
number of people that we had here who were traifibey
don't have to bring in people from the Outside. yh=mn
employ Yukoners because they are very, very goat\vemy
well trained and excellent at what they do.

With those comments, perhaps the member opposite
have a better understanding of what the departrdess. |
realize since the Liberals in the last governmezdtmyed the
Department of Economic Development that this mag eew
concept to them. So anything else | can do to Helmuld be
more than happy to do that.

Mr. McRobb: Another 20-minute speech, mostly on
matters that weren’t even asked about. | won't éotlating
that response like | did yesterday, because it evchg a
innegative. Now, is this the same government thanhbtaus on

the opposition side for not fully debating the betdy the
conclusion of a sitting? Is this the same goverrtrtteat spends
20 minutes going on and on about matters that \iteesen
asked about? Is this the same government thategtashave a
longer sitting than 30 days, yet it blames the cjtfun parties
for not being more diligent in debating the buddetiink it is,
Mr. Chair — little surprise.

In listening to the minister about 15 minutes agad ais
comments on the previous Liberal government, ittt again
that the minister just couldn’t help himself — hadhto resort
to his old standby of attacking a previous govemikat has
no members in this Assembly to defend itself. Onauld/

Wi

The Department of Economic Development was approvegdresume he launched that attack in the guise afuentability.

for $635,000 over the 2009-10 and 2010-11 fiscalrydrom
the Canadian Northern Economic Development Agermy,
CanNor, and that was done through the communitysaajent
fund to produce 13 webisodes — commercials to dideer
Yukon as a premiere wilderness and snow film assioci. The
Government of Yukon contributed approximately $080, to

Well, that particular government, for this minisseawareness,
was held accountable about nine years ago by Yukters, so
what'’s the issue today?

Now, let's see how accountable this minister idimgl to
be for his own actions. | think this is more topjcather than
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going back three elections. People deserve to kaloout this
minister’s accountability.

There is an outstanding matter from an issue tifatiated
many Yukoners. They would like an answer beforey the to
the polls later this year so they can better padgment on the
record of this Yukon Party government and, in féuog, record
of this minister. The Premier's November 7, 2008tdr to
ATCO’s CEO and president said, “I have discussear ywo-
posal for partnering on a new entity for electrigaheration,
transmission and distribution in Yukon with the @avment of
Yukon Caucus and have full approval to proceedis Thinis-
ter is part of the Yukon government caucus andpeasof that
caucus back in November 2008. So, did this minigtee his
full approval to proceed? Yes or no?

Hon. Mr. Kenyon: To correct the member opposite
when he talks about discussing matters that weteewmen
asked, according to my notes, they were very definiasked
in terms of diversification of the economy, aredkeo than
mining, et cetera, et cetera. It's important that get correct
information on the record for that.

| do understand that the member opposite, as e Hast
the previous Liberal government — the shortestdiweajority
government in the history of the Commonwealth ofidies; a
record that maybe they are proud of, maybe theybe— |
don’t know; theyll have to have those discussiens the
government that put us into double-digit inflati@lmuble-digit
unemployment, with a 10- to 15-percent loss of pagon who
headed south — as one member put it, with the téteyeyes
of the children in the back window watching as theaded
south; the first election that | participated inkiwock on doors
to find mostly single mothers whose husbands wensndin
the oilpatch working so that they could try to steere — the
previous government decided that the best way teldp the

| think that's kind of scary when you look at sowfethe
background on that and what has happened, butwaid to
get back to the budget and | do want to get batkedepart-
ment of Economic Development, where we're one af juvis-
dictions in all of Canada that have money in thekba- it in-
cludes the federal government.

We have the lowest reported unemployment rate. réeve
people on this side have said the lowest in Candtaorrect
them on that. We have the lowest reported unemptoymate
in North America. | would say that's pretty goochal's what
we do. What did the Liberals do? Double-digit untayment
— they had to float a line of credit from the banfksrder to
keep the salaries of government employees up becthey
didn’t have the money in the coffers to deal witlatt That's
how they dealt with it.

The members opposite — they weren’t here; thatie.tr
But they said, “Boy, we want to be a part of thdil’ give
them credit. Maybe they said, “We want to go baokl ave
want to correct that.” So let's hear how they wantorrect it.
Well, they don’t want to follow the land use plamgi They've
already come out with things that are totally cantrto chapter
11 in the final agreement, and that’s kind of dattink there
are a lot of people nervous about that one.

I could go on and on, and I'm quite prepared td,khink
maybe we should get back to some of the thingsategoing
on in this economy and some of the things thathampening
and what we have within this budget. It's obviohe member
opposite doesn't really want to talk about the midg’s not a
favourite of his.

I'll call a point of order for the member oppos#iece he
seems to be bouncing up quite a bit.

Chair: Are you finished?

Hon. Kenyon: Either that,

Mr. or perhaps the

economy was to wipe out the Department of Economi&Sergeant-at-Arms should check to see if he has dicale

Development by Bill No. 58. | could go on and on.

None of the current members were part of that,dgain,
when you get into politics, you look at where yoantto go
and what you want to do. It would appear that treminers
opposite hopefully did their research, hopefullyrevaware of
what had happened during that time period and $Bioly, |
want to be a part of that. | want to really getdived in that. |
think that’s a good idea that we should developett@nomy by
wiping out the very people who are enshrined tit.do

We think that it's probably a good idea that, imatth
shortest lived majority government in the history the
Commonwealth of Nations, they fired 11 deputy nias.
Boy, is that a block of votes that they're goinggo after in
this next election. | think there are a lot of pleoa bit nervous
about that — who have called officials as givingrua, non-
factual information, because he reads minds, hdsrdedy
language and all of that. | mean, this is getteglly quite silly.
There is another group of people | suspect reaig’agoing to
be too interested, because they're looking andngayif the
Liberal government gets in the next time, the Lab&arty gets
in, what have we got to look forward to? How are thinisters
of the day going to treat us?” They're getting allse good
exposure of what's going to happen in that.

problem over there.

Chair’s statement
Chair: Order please. | would encourage members to
refrain from personal comments. The budget delmteyt has
been going quite well.
Mr. Kenyon, are you finished? No? Mr. Kenyon, hias t
floor.

Hon. Mr. Kenyon: Thank you. No, | want to get back
to the budget and talk about some of the marvellbings that
are in this budget that our department has crafted.

We're showcasing the webisodes, as | was mentioning
before, via the Internet -www.yukonic.com— and that will
be promoted as well outside of Canada in Times i&qua

Now, the Yukon sound recording industry also camgi
to grow as professionals develop their talents. €dn a
thousand” is the last statistic | saw of Yukonersowhave
produced a commercial CD, and that's an incredibt®rd in
this jurisdiction. They continue to expand theirtfaios, with
assistance from the various programs of the Fileh Sound
Commission, and market their musical products acfmsnada
and around the world. For a little jurisdictiondikhis, | think
we have two Juno awards.
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We have one musician who, when | do travel in Chisa
considered a superstar in China and Taiwan andighronuch
of Asia. It's interesting that, when | had the vegod opportu-
nity to meet Canada’s ambassador to China, thefirstything
out of his mouth was: did | know Matthew Lien anduiM |
say hi to him? That’s the kind of reputation thatkgn musi-
cians have internationally.

2010 is estimated at over $150 million. It mighee\go higher,
if you start looking at what's on the net and whalbieing
planned. Mineral exploration expenditures for 2Gi@ now
expected to exceed the 2007 record of $140 milienot bad.
During the short-lived Liberal government — $6 moitl.

The highest level of interest in mineral exploration
Yukon is being reflected in the very high level dhims-

The department’'s sound recordings program providestaking occurring in the territory.

Yukon musicians with financial support to createfpssional
demos and CD recordings. The 2011-12 budget altotébr
this program is $50,000. There is an event calledaBOut
West, and | had the very good fortune to be ablgaaown
and attend that — to the Western Canadian Music rdsva
conference and festival in Kelowna. It was quitecfaating.
We will be hosting that this year. So not only are hosting
musicians Canada-wide, it will likely be broadcastCBC and
bring more attention to the Yukon and hopefullyistsshe
Department of Tourism and Culture in their very gogork.
Of course, if people remember back last year, & tha Liberal
opposition that kept being critical that our tonorisvas falling
apart and we are up 10 percent right now — | tHiBkn some
of them. So that criticism didn’t really work outa well for
them. Again — not factual. Let's deal with fact andt with
fantasy.

As | mentioned, BreakOut West is an annual oppdstun
for members of the western Canadian music indusbry
showcase their performances and to attend workslaoypls
panels and to network and participate in the awgeda. That
took a few minutes to get used to: going to somthefvenues
in Kelowna and watching the events and the peopld a
realizing that you're not necessarily only dealimigh a bar or
a venue where someone is performing, but that thjenity of
the people in the audience are producers, everdic@bors
and organizers, and festival organizers and oncemend on.
So it's an incredible chance to really showcase.

| had the good opportunity to present the awardsttie
Western Canadian Music Awards in the classicalgmateand
had a marvellous discussion with some of the ppelcpeople
in that group, who were concerned about where theyld
perform in Whitehorse. We sat there and talkedstome time
about the Yukon Arts Centre and the acoustics aedything
else, and they're very pleased and very happy moecback up
now. So it’s a networking opportunity.

With respect to tourism, visitation to Yukon in Z0has
outperformed early expectations with border cragsitotalling
over 311,000 — up 10 percent. Quite right, | steodected.

Construction activity in 2010 primarily consisted o
continued work on projects that were initiated @02 and
retail sales in 2010 were up over nine percent f2909, to
$576 million. Statistics Canada revised estimatesttie real
GDP — gross domestic product — for the provincesl an
territories. They indicate Yukon’s real GDP greW® Bercent in
2009 to $1.571 billion. It's the highest in Canalfa, Chair. In
fact, only one other jurisdiction in Canada hadaitive GDP.
Everybody else is in the negative figures. It's thest in
Canada — 3.9 — and it is expected to be there dnaps
higher this year.

We had the strongest growth. As | mentioned, wesvosie
of only two jurisdictions — Manitoba was second iwid.05
percent growth. We were 3.9, so we did consider&igiyer
than the second one.

The fifth time in the last six years, the real GBwth
rate in the Yukon was higher than the national ghorate.

The Conference Board of Canada Centre for the Nerth
currently estimating the real GDP growth of 3.9geet in
2011 and another 3.2 percent in 2012. Again, I'repfzious
that might actually go up a little bit more. As December
2010, the population of Yukon was estimated at &4, @6ip 1.5
percent from the December 2009 population estimate.
December 2010 marked the eighth consecutive Deaethate
recorded an increase in population — better thanptievious
government that recorded a 10- to 15-percent dseraead a
rather quick decrease, | might add.

The Department of Economic Development’s Business
and Economic Research branch continued to moratwalyze
and report on Yukon’s economic position.

Chair: Order please. Committee of the Whole will
recess for 15 minutes.

Economic Development has identified $335,000 in the

2011-12 fiscal year for preliminary costs for supipof
BreakOut West 2011, of which $245,000 is recoverdlm
the Canadian Northern Economic Development Agermy,
CanNor. By supporting the film and sound recordimdustry,
we're in a situation of positioning the Yukon ansl people to
be competitive in the national and internationatkaetplace.

Recess

Chair: Order please. Committee of the Whole will
now come to order. The matter before the CommitieBill
No. 24, First Appropriation Act, 2011-12We will now
continue with general debate in Vote 7, Departmeht

The Yukon government continues to work cooperagivel Economic Development.

with the Yukon film industry in order to provide Koners with
employment and training opportunities. So if weklat the
outlook of where we’re going — since we have a Depant
of Economic Development, we have that ability tokdor-
ward as well as backward to see where we standwdrzde
we’re going in the future — mining development sgieg for

Ms. Hanson: If I may, just before we start, | wanted
to raise this earlier and | didn’t rise fast enougha point of
order. I'm not sure it would have been a point ales, but |
recognize that the minister opposite is an astigmitian and
obviously keen on parliamentary history and so dkercourse
of this, my first sitting, I've heard him make regped refer-
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ences to the “shortest lived majority governmeh#ing that of
my esteemed colleagues in the Official Oppositiaut, in fact
the shortest majority government lasted 486 days.

That was one year, three months and 30 days, aoct it
curred during the second Parliament, which wasgineern-
ment of Sir John A. Macdonald — so it was betweept&mn-
ber 3, 1872 and October 12, 1872 and Parliamentasaslly
dissolved January 2, 1874. So, just for the recbkihow that
the minister would appreciate having that correftirimation. |
know that the minister from Southern Lakes is eimgyhat as
well, so there we go.

CDF in a new direction. Maybe that’s a reflectidnuny there
might be an appearance of decline. I'd also berasted in
hearing from the minister with respect to how tlenmunity
development fund has evolved over time. Is the canitp
development fund solely project funding or are we Ive
heard this perception from some community membhet t
there is a tendency at times to view the CDF a®p-gap for
essential community initiatives for really what slibbe core
funding — administrative dollars — but they are uiegd to
submit projects.

I would be interested in knowing if in fact thisvgonment

| appreciate the opening comments and the furthenas reviewed or looked at the objectives of the Gith a

illumination by the Minister of Economic Developnteam the
initiatives, the efforts of the Department of Ecomo
Development. | also appreciate the first opportuhtad for a
briefing with officials of that department when -tfeels like

view to assessing what necessary changes there begh- or
not. Those would be my opening comments. I'll cdvaek and
speak to some specific areas within the departmBat. |
would be interested in the minister's overall comtsewith

forever ago — we were beginning to look at both therespect to what appears to be a decline in funding.

supplementary and the main estimates for
Development.

It's not my intention to go on at great length.d dave a
few questions for the minister and hopefully we Idothen
move this forward and achieve the objective ofiggtthrough
a number of departments.

As | said, | personally see the Department of Eatino

Economic

Hon. Mr. Kenyon: I hope the member opposite has
patience with my shock. There's finally someone whes
actually read the budget. That's quite good and ugeh
compliment to the NDP for that.

There is a variety of comments | can make. The only

functional change we’ve made is to actually get stedf out
and go to the communities and explain the progradwvehat's

Development — and the Yukon NDP sees Economithere, rather than just hope that somebody noficesm the

Development — as playing a key and important rolethie
government, particularly as it goes, as the ministelined, as
an agent for leveraging investment in the wholehef Yukon
and the fabric of the Yukon economy.

So therefore | would expect, or one would expest,
Yukon'’s fiscal capacity expands, so too would cwestment
in the Department of Economic Development. | doehagme
concerns. I'm hoping that the minister can elalowat this in a
few moments.

website. We can get a much broader effect througiios
Yukon.

In reality, over the time period, if you really delinto the
budget, the CDF has been consistent for a lot afsydt hasn’t

areally changed, and it's not my intention to chaitgén fact,

it's my intention to keep it there in perpetuityjless there is
some huge change.

It is, however, dominated by a number of one-time
projects. There are three tiers — under $20,000eu$i22,000,

When first glancing at the estimates for 2011, éher under $75,000 and then $75,000 and beyond. It dlsescause

appears to be a decline in O&M expenditures prefdtom
last year’'s forecast of $16.3 million to this yearhains of
$14.2 million and what appears to be — and I'm aaly
looking forward to clarification from the minister there
appears to be a decline in the community developriverd of
about $800,000. It looks like industry and develeptoverall
expenditures are down. It appears, also, that thezesome
decreases in regional economic development — filchsoound
and of the northern strategy. As well, it would eppthat the
capital budget has declined from about $3.2 millton$1.5
million. I'm sure the minister will inform me thahere may
have been new injections or new information sitie budget
document was prepared, so | certainly will lookwiard to
hearing that from the minister.

a number of revotes, particularly because a nurabére big,

expensive projects — the so-called tier 3 — arerdegin the
spring, and guess what? We can’t do them untilnéivd time.

So there are large amounts of money that are révotéhere,

but the actual budget has been consistent. Wedeelsen able
to take advantage of CanNor and leverage someeoinibney
into it on that. We’ve had really good success \tliidt.

It is an interesting fund, for instance, during fBanada
Winter Games and all the preparation and flow af.tMany of
these programs I'm talking about are applicantahivPeople
have to actually apply for that money. There wdsm@ when
applications were down considerably. |1 got mysalftiouble
with one group. | said look, if you have a goodject we'd
like to see it, because there is some room in Harepy the

As | said, there appeared to be this decline in théime they got the project in, all of a sudden tren&la Winter

community development fund.

The minister outlined a number of the kinds of potg
that CDF does fund. Certainly, as a member of tb¥N am
aware of the history of the CDF. It was an initiatirom a long
time ago — as the minister has alluded to — giateerspec-
tive of the New Democratic Party. So | would beesissted to
know whether or not Economic Development is takthg

Games were over and lots of projects were comingnith we
had to go to some of them and say, look, it's adgowject but
we’re going to have to put it off a year, or it'®tntime-
sensitive — that’s a common one — so let’s puffituatil the
next intake.

We’re now back in a little bit of a flux that we dmave a
bit of room right now. | can say again that we amege people
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to apply for it. The objectives are very broad;ytiend many
community initiatives, from trails to sheds. It he@mme limita-
tions — for instance, articles that cannot be dgadoved, but
we work with the Lottery Commission on that becatisey
don’t have that restriction and sometimes we cawige some
of that and the Lottery Commission can provide tiieer. |
hope that covers most of what the member oppositeted.
It's a combination of things. No, CDF isn’t down'slconsis-
tent and it’s our intention to keep it that way.

Ms. Hanson: The intention then is to maintain the
investment in the community development fund. Theister
also then just spoke, relating that to the regioe@dnomic
development initiatives. I'd be interested if thénister could
— again, when | look at the transfer payments fgional
economic development, not looking at the First dlatand
regional economic development section, but justtthesfer
payments component, it's at $405,000 so I'm presgnthat's
for the support for First Nations and municipastidhat shows
a decline — a real and a forecast decline — andbkd
interested in an outline of the comparative rolesd a
responsibilities of the Yukon government capacitthwespect
to regional economic development and what
cooperative initiatives protocols exist between department
vis-a-vis its role with First Nations, the muniditias and that
of CanNor.

Is there work to be done or is there work done weédpect
to — when we talk about capacity development, sgiat
planning, effective coordination and planning asrdbese
various levels of government, it seems to me thiathias been
a perpetual challenge for governments over the-astell, at
least since Economic Development funding returme@bout
2003 to this territory from a federal source, thbess been a
difficulty in terms of coordinating and having sorsert of a
unified regional economic development strategy teflected
the interests of all the stakeholders here in teshrstakeholder
governments. I'm interested to hear what
government is playing to facilitate, as opposedh&ving a
number of potentially competing strategic approacte
economic development in this territory. Is thereeffort? What
| would hope to hear is that there is some moveatdwand
success at getting a unified strategic economiceldpment
approach as opposed to “we all have our own siedegnd
maybe sometimes they'll connect.”

Hon. Mr. Kenyon:
with that one. Both CanNor — and I'll sort of godiaard —
CanNor and the Department of Economic Developmenrth
their own strategic planning sessions. We atteruth eédher’s.
So the best way to leverage the money and combideda
things a good way — by attending each other’'s ptenses-
sions, we each know what the other one’s doingt'Seatical.
We've done that right from the beginning. The @&fsthe ques-
tions around the regional economic development —stnod
that is, again, revotes. If you look at the amoubissically
there is a decrease due to a one-time transferis—g#éts into
line-by-line, but I'll throw it out now — a one-tietransfer of
$51,000 from the contracting budget in the direatimtto cover
increased intake to the regional economic developriiend.

It's applicant-driven — and then another revotesofmething
like $78,000 as well. That was approved in 201044dt, it
wasn’t budgeted for in 2011-12. So, again, that bél a revote
in the supplementary. Personnel costs — there walght
decrease by a turnover of staff and bringing inngmar staff.
There were some vacancies in there that we harndledvari-
ety of different ways. But now the positions aféefl. It's ex-
pected that the budget’s support will be expense2DiLl1-12 of
about $47,000.

Again, contribution allotments — really, the revotare
the big thing in there, and that's again when pigjeare
approved and then not completed within the fiscahry
Unfortunately, fiscal year does not fit too well @anlot of our
programs.

Ms. Hanson:  Thank you to the minister as well for that
information. Mr. Chair, I'd like to come back toauple of
initiatives that the minister highlighted when hasaspeaking
earlier this afternoon, one of which | inadvertgrdind, as it
turned out, incorrectly lauded the government févew | was
speaking to the budget with respect to tourism.t Maas, in
fact, theYukonicwebsite — a kind of quirky initiative. | like it.

kind of find it very interesting as a potential marketitapl for the

film industry as well as for tourism, which is whyad linked

it to tourism. But when | look at both it and thetiative like

the staging of the Western Canadian Music Award9dtober

of this year, what | would be interested in knowiisgwhat
evaluative criteria does the Department of Economic
Development employ on, for exampMykonic to determine
what the return is for our investment on that kifidnnovative
marketing tool, | guess, for want of a better term.

As well as, do they have plans in place with respethe
net economic benefit analysis stratagem that watlednine
what the net economic benefit to Yukon, to Whitaleois from
investing in $325,000 — | believe it is, at leastrh the Yukon
government — with respect to the staging of the téfes

role YukonCanada Music Awards in the autumn of this year?

Hon. Mr. Kenyon: | remember at the time, when the
member opposite mentioned that and lauded Tourisgreat;
we’re happy — but it was the Film and Sound Comiuoiss
within our department.

We worked on that for quite some time and leveraged
money through CanNor, so there’s quite a large rimirtton
coming from that. | think it cost us around $15@G@hd there

The member opposite is dead onwas $650,000 coming from CanNor — somewhere in that

range.

The webisodes will get an incredible amount of play
New York, which is the market we're going aftertbat.

It really created 13 one-minute webisode commegcial
advertising Yukon as a premier wilderness and sfibming
location.

The training aspect is always the hard part of bemiause
it's hard to quantify that, except when somebodywshup and
finds that they've got all these trained persorimahdy here
they can utilize. That suddenly makes it even cae&p work
here — and add the other programs on top of thatedls and
it can be quite significant.
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| encourage people to go on the Web and take a &ok is something that would be replicated again? Sitgilavhen

those, because they not only served as a trainimgfibn, but it

also highlights the different locations, the diéfet places that
are for people — everything from the White Passnsrdo

Dawson to everything else.

We’re also monitoring the films and the scriptsn ltold
there are many thousands of hits a day on thatitogaso it's
getting out and people are taking a look at it sadly taking a
look on that. A senior producer from Vancouver roeed the
Yukon production services company to produce théese
Four local writers, under the direction of the seniriter from
Vancouver, helped on that and six Yukon film diosst
directed episodes — again, with training and meshipr on
that. So we filmed in Whitehorse, Carcross, Kluabawson,
Tombstone Park and we’ve had very, very good sscedth
that.

I'm not really sure if the member opposite was itadk
about BreakOut West, the Western Canadian Musicrédsya
on that, but we actually put the bid off for a ybacause there

was some concern about whether or not Whitehorseldwvo

have the capacity to do that. But with a lot of Issearching
and talking and looking at venues and this sorthafg, we
made the decision that yes, we did have that capasgain,
what that brings in are all of the people who bealkent from
across western Canada and, in many cases, welheydo
will be here, who will listen to local talent andliweally have
a chance to see what we can do out here. It's anahrevent.
It's featured on CBC, so again there will a touriaspect of
that in terms of showcasing Yukon and what we've go

we stage a major event — and | go back to when &lbitse
staged the Canada Winter Games in 2007 — consieenaivk
was done with respect to identifying what the ecoito
spinoffs would be for Yukon, Whitehorse and, to soextent,
the communities.

It's helpful to know what is projected in advance a
major event like that, and to do a retrospectivavali, as in:
did we actually achieve it? Have there been lesdeased
from the initiative in 2007? So that’s the Octo2éx11 event,
and then going back to theukonicthing — that is a marketing
tool that has many dimensions of training and ladit.t When
we look at it as something we might want to useiragaow
will you know you've been successful?

Hon. Mr. Kenyon: The Yukonicis perhaps a little bit
harder to judge. | don’'t have it in front of me,tliuseems to
me it will run something like four times an houf) Bours a
day, for a month in the middle of New York’s Tim8guare,
right in the end of it, which is mostly the filmitiy. We'll get a
big idea out of that, but we'll also get an ideanfrthe number
of hits. As | say, it's thousands every day. It leen there a
short time; it will be up there a lot longer.

The number of hits is significant and gives usettgrgood
idea. Of course, the product will come in further e don’t
have statistics or a way of measuring right nowrtbeber of
hotel rooms or this sort of thing it will book.

But to give you an idea — again going back to theeo
half of what | think was the question with BreakObMest —
it's becoming BreakOut North — if you look at thetwal

Two Yukon bands and one Yukon management compangttendance of people coming in, | suggest that edylwho
were award nominees at BreakOut West in Kelowna imeeds to book a hotel room or something, boy, dmw. The

October. We hosted the closing reception of Break@est in
Kelowna and invited, there and in the main produrcti
participants to come up here. | should mentionthad | wasn’t
totally aware of the fact when | went to that reaap that it
was hosted by the Yukon, and | stood there in aggabse the
quality of music and everything else was way beyenénd |
mean way beyond — what | had been seeing in ottleues —
and then found out that we were hosting it.

That was probably a pretty good reason why it was far
ahead. We're in the process now of finalizing thatvill run

October 20 through 23 — the 2011 BreakOut West -d, an

again, training opportunities and everything eB& when you
look at the amount of talent that exists up herevery, very
well worthwhile in doing that. So | don’t know ifiat was part
of the question, but | thought I'd throw that out.

Ms. Hanson: I think all of us would acknowledge
that these events are fun and they do contribui® ¢ the
community, if nothing else, as the minister sakpwcasing
the wonderful talents that we have and the locatWwhat I'm
really looking for is that when we make investmentsfor

conference attendance is generally around 500, 5dtho 60
bands participating in the festival, and 3,000 &08 audience
members, each attending one or more of the festixehts.
You could really look at what the effect is at tipaint in

time in terms of hotel rooms and restaurants aisl gbrt of
thing. More to the point, | think, is the effect tre people up
here who are doing their performing in front of #ie people
who do the bookings across western Canada.

One that we did some time ago, for instance, is a

performance where we invited all of the various King
agents, et cetera, up here to attend it. It wad kinhumorous
because | remember one performer who didn’'t reatiynt to
book and perform at the actual event. We hired turbe the
background performer during the reception, so éxady got
to see him anyway. It is a good way of trying ta igeén front
in there, but we haven't to my knowledge done diedastudies
like we have done with Yukon Quest and this sortofig.
Again, CanNor has been leveraged on that to gealyrgood
assistance on the hits.

Ms. Hanson: Earlier today we, the NDP, raised an is-

example, inYukonic— and if $150,000 of that and $650,000 sue in the House about making investments in ettunzdtin-

coming from CanNor — how do we measure success? ihi
an innovative approach. The market this time was Merk. If
this is to be replicated, how will the Departmehtszonomic
Development know that it was a success? What arpdhame-
ters for evaluating whether or not this kind of arketing tool

stitutions. In particular, we were talking aboutkén College,
to create what we would call a cutting-edge schafaiines.
The minister referred to the investments the Yugowernment
has been making on really what is cutting-edgeareseand
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work with respect to the Yukon Cold Climate InndgatCen-
tre and others.

What I'm interested in, and certainly the NDP igenested
in, is how we expand that kind of approach to logkand fo-
cusing on particular areas of expertise so thatcveate the
kinds of centres of excellence that emanate quaiterally from
the north. We're working, as the minister outlinedth cold
climate, northern climate challenges, the wholedssf envi-
ronmental standards and climate change,
additional opportunities as we go forward — whathepe is a
sort of long-term future with respect to the miningustry in
this territory. We currently know that we have anther of
sites requiring remediation — not just the big @td-aro, but
there are six or so identified ones from the feldesgtch and,
despite best practices being developed by industrgr time
there will be a need for continued approaches danediation
of industrial sites.

So from our perspective, we're interested in knaarow
the department looks at continued investments arlavi be
looking at, has it been looking at continued inwesits,
expanding our educational system at the collegin¢oease
economic development and diversification with respe those
industries so that we can actually attract the Kedge
industry here that would also provide the ability ¥ ukoners
to benefit from that, in terms of direct job creati and
employment in the Yukon and across the north?

Hon. Mr. Kenyon: Yes, there are a few different
points to that one. | mean, the easiest thingpafse, is Yukon
College and education and everything else; it's oot
department. But | agree that we do have an interest
promoting that. | think what people have to underdtfirst of
all is that some two years ago, legislation was@d<dy this
government in this House that allows Yukon Colleégegrant
degrees more than they do now.

That's a good thing. It sets up a lot of flexikilbn behalf
of the college, but it also allows them to procassheir own
pace. Our job in this department is to help thatepalong. At
the moment, you can do a variety of degrees throdgkon
College in conjunction with other universities ey do have
the ability to grant their own degrees. The thetbigt has been
promoted in some circles about building a univgrst that
they will come and what a great economic drivewaiuld be.
While it might be in the long run — unfortunatelyield of
Dreamswas a good movie, but it does have its limitatidsist
can we develop that more gradually? Yes, we caisolitely,
and we should. This is why we’re committed to sufipg the
Yukon'’s research and innovation commercializatiectar. It's
an area of prime strategic importance to Yukon’'snecy.
The Cold Climate Innovation Centre — | think peofibeget
that while we’re trying to keep the cold out, thenee other
jurisdictions in the south that are trying to keée cold in.
Some of that technology is very similar. It alsovdlves
everything from permafrost, road construction — avel can
go on and on and on — as well as mining. It's amiioader
spectrum in mining.

The mining sector at this point — the Mine Trainiagso-
ciation and the mine training programs — we cat sbassist

private companies in meeting with investors or thist of
thing. The official Liberal opposition seems tortkithat we are
just going over and fishing for money. We bring oirevest-
ment-ready companies that have something theyakeng for
investment in and then bring them in. While we eaasist with
connecting the investors and the mines together, camst
really, legitimately, be seen to be jumping in dmncially
assisting the companies. That’s kind of where itiheik drawn.

but we have What we can do is train people; hence the YukoneMin

Training Association and what the member oppositestabout
in terms of increasing the capacity of Yukon Cadlégto that.
There are a lot of long-term benefits for that.cHrtainly
enables growth in the private sector, supportsdthelopment
of wealth-generating industries and secondary itndiss The
whole thing is part of the diversification.

If we look at the details and drill down into tteatittle bit,

I think we have put an enhanced focus on reseaubvation
and commercialization in 2010. | got into a goodidned fight,
shall we say, with the federal Minister of Industmd my
colleagues, compatriots and good friends from &hiti
Columbia and Alberta and Ontario, partially kiddithgem that
every time somebody got a little handy with a baekhthey
wiped out our infrastructure, they wiped out otordi optic link
to the south — that has huge implications.

It's not just getting on and checking your e-mhilf think
about it. You go into a car dealership or partsestgou used to
have 14 feet of catalogues sitting there with paxisw you
have a terminal, and if you can’t access that, thetiness is
down for awhile. So the digitalization and digietonomy is
huge and, while Ontario argued that they had theatgr
population and they should get the lion’s shar&untling from
the feds, my argument was that’s very nice, bstvgry much
like health care. A $300 ambulance ride in Tordmoomes a
$30,000 ambulance ride from Old Crow or Pangnirfuarg if
we’'re going to be treated equally as Canadians, hene to
perhaps give the north a bit of a leg up.

That being said, the developing commercializatidn o
research and innovation through the college igghit of that,
and a big part of that is mine training and prawidithe
workforce. | believe one statistic | saw has oneahaf highest
levels of education in Canada being in the Yukonmere
PhDs per capita in the Yukon.

If we can move that along by providing major furgliior
Yukon Cold Climate Innovation Centre and the Tedbgwy
Innovation Centre, some of that may not involve ingn but a
lot of it does. Drilling is one thing, but how douy drill at 40
below zero? At 40 below, a lot of the companiest stawn.
Are there ways to get around that? In partnersliip @anNor,
Northwestel and Vuntut Gwitchin Development Corpiorg,
we look at Internet bandwidth in to and out of Gldow.
That's a tight subject at the moment because, afsgy they
went down yesterday and | believe they're just camip now.

We have to develop a strategic plan in terms obfathis
that will allow the college to grow. Through thesarious
research centres and centres of excellence, wegetrthe
people in not only to do the research, but alsenemtor, to
teach and to work with the students.
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There has been a lot of talk in this House about
university of the north. To a large degree, | agvéh that. But
again,Field of Dreamswvas a nice movie — simply building it;
you have to work up to it and there are a lot ofisteps to get
there. All three territories are arguing politety hecome that
university of the north.

The other two territories have offices or officeilbings
and this sort of thing. We have a campus. Theyuoking for
the ability to develop degree-granting programs.'W¥ehad
that authority for the last two years. There i9athat we can
do with Yukon College and really develop with th@ertainly,
the current president has been very helpful on smym
different levels. We hope that the new presideaytle trying
to recruit will also help us to develop that. Btis important
that they develop that at their own pace, so thayehthat
capability.

Ms. Hanson:
investments in particular areas that do relatedmdontribute
to the Yukon becoming a centre of excellence ontermt
related to the north — climate change, cold climat®vation.
What I'm suggesting is that, you know, sometimeshes a bit
of courage to step back and look forward. For mgegrs in
this territory, people in the social services fialt to look and
rely upon getting two-year certificate kinds of grams.
Somebody finally said, “You know what? It's time gt a
bachelor of social work degree program here.” TH2PN—
many years ago — said it’'s time to have teacher¥ukon
First Nations people being able to get a degresdircation in
the Yukon.

We lauded and talked earlier this afternoon abdwet t
importance of the Yukon Mine Training Associatiofthat |
am suggesting and asking is whether or not thissgouent
has put any thought into, or invested in, any Htel research
from this department on developing a cutting-edgeosl of
mining. 1 am not suggesting that it's solely a gowveent
responsibility. Clearly, when the minister was disog
earlier one of the roles of the Department of Ecoico
Development, in terms of linking investors fromesidhere in
the world, | made a note to myself as he was daisgithese
six deals that had been done since October of 20@fat was
essentially like a matchmaking role the departn@ays, in
terms of linking those with an interest in the @ses of the
Yukon with the opportunity to invest here. Simijarimaybe
there is a way to link some of those investors wally do
want to have the benefit of highly skilled professls —
because we know that mining is a very technicaiigllenging
as well as a professionally demanding field and sy
elements to it.

If we are not talking about a boom-and-bust apgraac
the mining industry, which has been the historyasifl on in
this territory — but if we really have a view thhtis is a long-
term, sustainable industry for the Yukon — for timth — it
would be useful to hear that this government isiabt taking
a longer term, strategic approach to researchingwe could
in fact begin to develop that capacity here in theitory to
augment the good initiatives being done by the YMaaAd
others. What I'm interested in is how the Departh@nEco-

aomic Development can use its strategic leveragioger to
work with educational institutions, industry anchets to see
something like this come into place.

Hon. Mr. Kenyon: | suppose the easy answer to that is
that it's not our department. Again, there is samlvement
in that. We are working with outside stakeholdeng’re
working with the Department of Education — wheris tieally
lives, not with us — but also with the Chamber ahbs, with
the Yukon Mine Training Association and with manfytbe
companies. | think, you know, the ethics of the imgn
companies have certainly been front and centrerimg of, for
instance, the large influx of cash and the earljidbbod
money that was donated to the Selkirk First Natign— |
can’t remember what it's called now — into Minto.

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

Hon. Mr. Kenyon: Oh, Capstone Mining. Thank you.

| understand the notion that we have So there are a number of different ways on thawds very

encouraging on the last trip to China to visit @mjp Zinc &
Germanium Co. in Yunnan. Their relationship witkeithFirst
Nations over there has been absolutely stellaoimributing to
villages and building schools and this sort of ghinteresting
to note — which | don’t think anyone here has ddhe
research to find out — there are 56, what they ‘Galhority
groups” — which we would call “First Nations” — i@hina,
26 of which are in the Province of Yunnan and \dlall of
them — in fact, | think all of them are represeniadthe
workforce of Chihong Germanium, and they have wdrkery
closely with those various groups. So to say thaytdon't, or
suggest that they don’t, does them a huge disgervic

We will certainly continue to work with the collegmnd
work with the Chamber of Mines. | see the head lod t
Chamber of Mines on a weekly basis. Education vgaps
working with that, and I'm sure this will be paift @cruiting a
new president for Yukon College — or, at least,ettainly
hope it will be. | have every indication it will b&hey have the
authority to do it. They can move forward on thain time. |
have no doubt in my mind that they will.

Ms. Hanson: Just a note here that | forgot at the
outset — one of the programs — when we were doimg t
briefing, there was clarification for us about thesiness
nominee program. | know that my colleagues down disée
here made various allegations. That's not what htwe talk
about. What | want to confirm is my understandingt there is
an internal review underway with respect to the ilmess
nominee program. | was hoping that the ministeddceonfirm
for me that the findings of this review will be skd with the
public when it's completed and when it might be pbeted.

Hon. Mr. Kenyon: There is an internal review
committee that reviews applications within the dépant. The
review that the member opposite refers to is altuakeview
done by Citizenship and Immigration Canada, whictooking
at all programs across Canada for business nominees

We look after the so-called PNP, provincial nomipee-
gram or skilled worker, which lives in the Departthef Edu-
cation. | suspect that they're also looking at theestment
nominee program, which again is within the Proviot&ue-
bec and the federal program. | have had some dit§icon-
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vincing this government of the benefits of the isiveent
nominee program. | think they’re substantial andt'thcer-
tainly something that I will be working on.

Citizenship and Immigration Canada, actually whieeyt
were here, referred to us as one of the best ragrams in
Canada and they were very pleased with it. Are thaing a
formal review or something | could table? | kind ddubt it,
but they were happy with what we’re doing and theyom-
paring what we do to other jurisdictions in Canada.

Ms. Hanson:
point, there was a discussion with respect to tfe of the De-
partment of Economic Development on trade and tieir
volvement, the minister's responsibilities for eggment on
international trade agreements, and | wanted toecback to
that. During the briefing with officials, we had# of a discus-
sion with respect to the comprehensive economiteti@gree-
ment with the European Union.

From that briefing, | understood that the Departmein
Economic Development and Executive Council Offifficials
have co-responsibilities, and perhaps it could Iagfied with
respect to engagement around CETA. Further, my rstated-
ing is that there is to be another round of disicurssin Ottawa
in late March or early April. Could the ministerepke share
what the Yukon’s position is going to those distwss as a
regional government, what the issues are, and hewptiblic
has been involved in shaping Yukon’s views that \wé ex-
pressed at the table?

Hon. Mr. Kenyon: The trade parts of the portfolio re-
side in Economic Development. CETA stands for thegre-
hensive economic trade agreement. Canada and ttogdzan
Union launched negotiations for a comprehensiveneaeic
trade agreement in Ottawa on October 19, 2009 .th@first
time provinces and territories were part of the &han negoti-
ating team and attended the negotiating sessidasing to
issues within their jurisdictions.

Reducing international trade barriers benefits Q&ma
businesses, workers and consumers and contribates t
stronger economy for the benefit of all Canadidtis.always
hard to convince everyone that it's not a questibone juris-
diction doing better than another. Frankly, it'siguation of
both jurisdictions doing better because of the eoation.

So at the same time, as a small, developing econtiray
Yukon government recognizes the need to assishewrbusi-
nesses to grow and diversify, ensuring that Yukomtioues to
have access to the necessary tools for achieviogogatic
strength and diversifications — an important objecfor us in
these negotiations.

Six rounds of negotiations have occurred to dateOt-
tawa, October 19 through 23, 2009; in Brusselsydanl?7 to
21, 2010 — and | can assure the member beforetatie mak-
ing notes that | did not attend Brussels. | dohihk we had
anyone attend Brussels — someone from the ExecGiue-
cil Office, but no one from Economic Developmentnive—
Ottawa, April 19 to 23, 2010; Brussels, July 192 2010;
Ottawa, October 18 to 22, 2010; and Brussels, Jgnlia to
21, 2011.

As provinces and territories have the constitutigunas-
diction over enforcing most of the internationade subject
areas — like industry, trade, labour, governmentcprement
— the European Union specifically requested thatvipices
and territories be at the negotiating table. Howgetree consti-
tutional jurisdiction to negotiate internationahde agreements
really rests with Canada. It's a federal issue.

On October 17, 2008, the EU and Canada releaseitta |
study, entitledAssessing the Costs and Benefits of a Closer

Earlier in the opening remarks at someEU-Canada Economic Partnership suspect that is probably

on the website. If it isn’t, | can probably comewiph a copy if
the member is interested. The study concludedhbtit would
benefit from liberalized goods and services, trddleour, mo-
bility, science and technology, and cooperatioenrironment
regulation.

Economic modelling shows an estimated annual meal
come gain for the EU of $18.6 billion Canadian, aaihs for
Canada of $13.2 billion Canadian. There is alremdpopera-
tive agreement between Canada and the Europeam.Urtat
was established back in 1979. The subjects invoinvetie ne-
gotiations — and I'll go through the list becaussukpect the
member opposite is going to ask anyway, so lettsitpon the
record. The negotiations involved goods, sanitarg phyto-
sanitary issues, technical barriers to trade, trizdditation,
customs procedures, cross-border trade and servioesst-
ment, government procurement, intellectual propentypve-
ment of persons, competition, policy, administnatend dis-
pute settlement, sustainable development, and’sharelause
that covers basically any areas of mutual interest.

While Economic Development and Executive CouncH Of
fice’s Intergovernmental Relations have the leadh&se nego-
tiations, other departments are working with spedifiput to
their areas of jurisdiction. So for instance, Ediocg Energy,
Mines and Resources; Highways and Public Works; t@om
nity Services; Justice; Finance; and Environmentc—finish
the list that | have here — are all participatinogphe degree or
another within those negotiations. So | hope the¢ggyou a
better idea of what's going on there.

Ms. Hanson: | appreciate the background informa-
tion. Mr. Chair, | raise this issue, and we haviseaa concerns
with respect to the potential implications of CETaX regional
governments, in particular the issue of procurement

The Federation of Canadian Municipalities — I'm agva
of the Union of British Columbia Municipalities ariddo be-
lieve the Association of Yukon Communities, as wdlhs
raised some concerns with respect to the pressurand-I
think this is one of the reasons why, from the megd’ve
done, the EU wanted provincial and territorial goweents to
be participants in these discussions — the EU dkifay for
access to municipal and subnational procurementvi@d we
have seen across the country is the Federationaofidian
Municipalities, the Union of British Columbia Muripalities
and others calling on their provincial governmentsand |
would suggest the territorial government — to beré¢tto nego-
tiate a clear and permanent exemption for localegawents
from CETA. One of the things this Department of Emmic
Development has, as one of its lines of businesthe support
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through the various incentive programs for Yukonstouction,
Yukon labour, in terms of preferential arrangeme8ts what |
am really looking for is a confirmation that the v@onment of
Yukon, through whatever means it has at its didpegd be

seeking to ensure that there will be a clear amthaeent ex-
emption for local governments from CETA so that ave not
going to see transnationals from the European Ub@ng able
to basically decree what kinds of preferential mgement for
them at the municipal and subnational levels.

| think there are governments across this countrg are
very concerned with the intrusion of CETA into lbgavern-
ment operations. So that was and is the intent yflime of
questioning here.

Hon. Mr. Kenyon: If I can sort of expand on that a lit-
tle bit — because | have a feeling that it will wsay. First of
all, would CETA have an adverse effect on Canadbatiginal
peoples? Obviously, that has an impact regionallynany of
our communities. In all international trade agreetsgCanada
maintains a number of reservations to preserveginern-
ment’s ability to regulate in the areas of abomdiand minor-
ity affairs. These reservations allow Canada temesthe right
to deny foreign investors or service providers aights or
preferences provided to aboriginals, as well asafigor eco-
nomically disadvantaged minorities. So there amesthings
in there. Again, this is why provinces and teriierare very
pleased to be at the table. Will CETA negativelypatt on
local job creation?

There is another aspect of that. | think businesseboth
sides of the Atlantic have long called for clos@st They
clearly see the benefits. A recent study predigistential, as |
mentioned, of a $38-billion increase in bilatersde and a
significant economic boost on both sides. The &ntiberali-
zation of the European Union market through a Carsadi EU
comprehensive economic trade agreement has thetigbt®
benefit all Canadians. Securing improved marketesgc

diversify. Ensuring that Yukon continues to haveess to the
necessary tools for achieving economic strengtsdaversifi-
cation is an important objective for us in thesgatmtions.

We've worked closely with Canada during the nedmties
to make sure Yukon'’s interests were advanced. Toeetary
thresholds, above which the obligations of CETA wagply for
government procurement contracts, have not beemtsttis
point in time. So we really don’'t know what we'ralking
about here. The levels that have been under discussve
been similar to our other trade agreements and kigyly by
Yukon standards. The biggest thing on that willgatoly come
in line to a degree with thagreement on Internal Tradend
that continues to develop. There are a numberin§shwithin
there that recognize protection of environment hedlth and
safety of workers. Those things are all recogniZdt Agree-
ment on Internal Tradeloes not apply to First Nation people,
cultural industries or the government’s ability reise money
through taxation and there are incentive progranth @s the
business incentive program which were specificakgmpted
from those discussions.

| have every faith that much of what happens withETA
will follow those guidelines. It will, however, rede extra
costs and red tape by making trade across proviaci terri-
torial boundaries more efficient, increasing maréetess for
Yukon companies and facilitating work mobility fdrades
people and professionals.

I do have a bit of an interest in this, of courkelon’t
know if the member opposite is aware of this, byt mack-
ground is a veterinary surgeon. Up until thgreement on In-
ternal Trade there was no ability to get a licence on the B.C.
side of the border and there was a case of, | \zelia four-
year-old girl who was killed by a pack of dogs itlidand one
of the biggest recommendations by the B.C.’s caranifice
was to start a spay and neuter clinic to reduceptipailation. |
was promptly told by the B.C. Medical Associatidratt if |

through a Canada and EU comprehensive economi@ tradvent down there to help, | would be instantly cleargvith

agreement means increasing opportunities for opertx and
in turn for jobs within Canada. Will CETA prevenb\ern-
ments from sourcing goods and services locally gor §ob
creation and Economic Development? | think thatrere the
bulk of this question is. As a trading nation, Gdedelieves
that free and open markets are the best way torenkat the
local economy can rebound from its period of ingitgbOver-
all, Canada’s procurement systems are quite opatl kvels
of government and any commitments undertaken bya@an
will have to take into account domestic interestd aensitivi-
ties.

Canada has an interest in ensuring access to Eamrdpe-
ion procurement markets, particularly in certain Elémber
states where Canadian companies may be impactéukebsp-
plication of social criteria that fails to recogeizertification
schemes that use internationally accepted scieaseebdata.

| think the overall thing on this whole thing, tos, that
Canada will only accept a deal that's in the betrest of Ca-
nadians.

practising without a license. It's crazy. At thatimt | could
practise in the Yukon, Northwest Territories, Oittarthe
United Kingdom and most of the Commonwealth. | datilgo
down to Atlin and give a rabies shot. That's crdfg.the same
thing.

Those are the sorts of things that are going tadrsing
up in the CETA negotiations.

Again, the lead on that is the Executive Councficafand
Intergovernmental Relations, and maybe that isa gace to
ask some of those questions. But, as | say, mosthat we
expect will come out of similarities with th&greement on
Internal Trade | also wonder how fast this is going to go,
given the current palpitations in Ottawa and wkatappening
there; we don’t know. Our indication is that theavh Cabinet
direction to proceed, but that doesn’'t mean thatttang is
going to happen. We will continue to work with tBgecutive
Council Office as sort of co-lead on that and sker it goes.

Ms. Hanson: A final comment, given the time, Mr.
Chair. | understand the placations and that froe féderal

As a small developing economy, the Yukon governmengovernment with respect to negotiating the inteoma trade

recognizes the need to assist our new businessgow and

agreements. We have heard this all before. The tinihg |
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was seeking from the minister was a commitmenthieatould
be seeking exemptions so that municipalities arwhllgov-
ernments would not have to deal with incursiongemms of
procurement, hiring and contracting responsibgitibat they
have; so they are not negotiated away by Canadhthtat in
fact this Yukon government would take a strong fi@sj so
we don’t see the ability of municipalities to daithown pro-
curement, hiring and contracting responsibilitigshenged for
providing access to the European Union for Canagiark,
beef and grain producers. It is simply asking ttoevé&nment
of Yukon to advocate on behalf of local governme@sTA is
probably one of the best kept —
Chair: Order please. Seeing the time, the Chair will

rise and report progress.

Speaker resumes Chair

Speaker: | will now call the House to order.
May the House have a report from the Chair of Cottemi
of the Whole?

Chair’'s report

Mr. Nordick: Committee of the Whole has consid-
ered Bill No. 24,First Appropriation Act, 2011-12and di-
rected me to report progress on it.

Speaker: You have heard the report of the Chair of
Committee of the Whole. Are you agreed?

Some Hon. Members:  Agreed.

Speaker: | declare the report carried.

The time being 5:30 p.m., this House now stands ad-
journed until 1:00 p.m. Monday

The House adjourned at 5:31 p.m.

The following Sessional Papers were tabled March 24
2011:

11-1-211
Yukon College 2009/2010 Annual Report (Rouble)

11-1-212

Yukon College Audited Financial Statements (datetb©
ber 22, 2010) prepared by the Office of the AudE@neral of
Canada (Rouble)

11-1-213
Safe Operation and Use of Off-road Vehicles, Select
Committee on the: Report (dated March 2011) (Edgerz



