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Yukon Legislative Assembly
Whitehorse, Yukon
Monday, December 5, 2011 — 1:00 p.m.

Speaker: I will now call the House to order. We will
proceed at this time with prayers.

Prayers

DAILY ROUTINE

Speaker:  We will proceed with the Order Paper.
Tributes.

TRIBUTES

In remembrance of Stephen Roy Cardiff

Ms. Moorcroft: Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the Official
Opposition, | rise to pay tribute to a dear frieavti a former
member of this House, Stephen Roy Cardiff, whousftn July
of 2011.

Steve’s devotion to his large family and to hieffids, and
his compassion for those less fortunate were iatpiral. |
recognize the presence in the gallery today of Stewife Ra-
chel Cardiff and her children, Anne and StewarevBts son,
Jessen Cardiff, and Jessen’s mother, Kathy Haniteye's
parents, who have travelled from British Columtiabe here
today: Steve’s mother, Elizabeth Ritchie and Stevather,
Norm Cardiff, and his wife Greta. Unable to be with here
today are Steve’s stepsons, John and Michael,rbihdr Bill
and sister Julie, and Steve’s grandchildren, of i@ was so
proud.

I would also like to acknowledge there are mangiave’s
friends and colleagues with us in the House today.

Steve loved politics, and his love of politics wasbably
inherited long ago through his great-grandfathesw@rt Beatt,
who ran for the Cooperative Commonwealth Federatidxel-
son, British Columbia.

Steve was a formidable campaigner for over 20 years

helping many other New Democrats to get electedreehe
threw his own hat into the ring. He had many camppaitories
he liked to tell, including the time he was bit &ydog while
campaigning for me in Marsh Lake in 1992. | learriexn
Steve to carry dog treats in my pocket while | wa$ cam-
paigning, and | still do this.

Before politics, Steve was a proud sheet metal eronho
served on the Yukon Federation of Labour executind as
president of his Local 310 of the United Associata Plumb-
ers and Pipefitters for 16 years. He believed imdan active
community volunteer and was appointed to the Yu&ollege
Board of Governors for nine years, acting for thyears as
chair of the board.

Steve had a real passion for education and wonkiitig
youth. He supported Yukon Women in Trades and Talclyy,
promoted youth trades training and the protectibryaung
workers’ safety under workers’ compensation. Afteany
years of community volunteerism and political aistin, in
2002 Steve stepped forward himself and ran forNbw/ De-
mocrats in the riding of Mount Lorne.

He was successfully elected to the Yukon Legistaths-
sembly in the general election of November 4, 2668 re-
elected in the general election of October 10, 20386 won
convincingly both times.

Steve was known as a constituency politician, thel k
who stays close to his community and the voters elected
him, who works hard to represent their interest rmiakes the
commitment to always be available on the phonéheit door
when invited, and at the many community meetingd thke
hours in evenings to attend. He felt that this Wiasobligation
and privilege.

Steve also had a great respect for the Assemblyhand
took very seriously the honour of being a membeYakon’s
Legislative Assembly. He relied on and recognized hard
work and professionalism of the Legislative Assegndthff and
spoke often about the high caliber and level of maiment of
the staff in his office.

Steve read the newspapers cover to cover anddics ieas
always on at news time. He was a voracious reautraame-
ticulous note taker, and he took great effortsdame prepared
and informed and to act with the dignity and respkat this
office demanded of him. He also recognized thers va@mm
for improvement, and he brought a cooperative sqgras the
NDP member on five select committees that did estien
work consulting with Yukoners in every community.

Steve Cardiff will be remembered as the rock far ew

Democratic Party and for Yukon. He was a kind aadegous
man who never hesitated to help people out. Heddak prob-
lems head-on, rolled up his sleeves and got to wéekhad big
shoulders and this was made abundantly clear toyewe
when during the illness and after the passing sfftiéend and
colleague, Todd Hardy, Steve served as the paayele the
House Leader, and, as he liked to say, the coti@¥erything.
Steve’s goal was to see the many initiatives thay worked
on together over their eight years as oppositiombes come
to completion, and that work will continue.
Steve was a passionate social democrat. He nelexdt fa
urge us to do more for the less fortunate, esggdiaé home-
less, the destitute and our youth. He was an atedoa An-
gel's Nest. He never forgot the days he spent besgdor the
missing young woman, Angel Carlick, and remaineth®oend
committed to provide Whitehorse with a permanenttlyshel-
ter.

Steve stood in solidarity with the women’s commynit
and he advocated for Kaushee’s Place and their fozeskc-
ond-stage housing for women fleeing abuse, andoit'wbe
soon forgotten that Steve and his wife Rachael wedirst to
be there with food, supplies and encouragementhfer‘tent
city” residents camped on the lawn of the Legisiathssembly
building throughout this past summer and fall.

Those who were fortunate to spend time with Steile w
remember him in the coming years as a respectfitigian, a
willing friend, a loving family man, and an actieemmunity
volunteer. His passing is a big loss to Mount Loame for all
of Yukon.

Steve’s beliefs are embedded in the J.S. Woodvypoether
he liked to say at gatherings:
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“We are thankful for these and all the good thinfkfe.

“We recognize that they are a part of our commanitdge
and come to us through the efforts of our brotlard sisters
the world over.

“What we desire for ourselves, we wish for all.

“To this end, may we take our share in the worldtsrk
and the world’s struggles.”

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Elias: It is with a heavy heart we in the Liberal
caucus pay tribute to our friend and former colieggSteve
Cardiff, the NDP MLA for Mount Lorne.

Steve left us suddenly in a tragic car accidenduly of
this year and we all mourn the loss of a gentle man was
committed to helping others. Steve was a compaaondi-
vidual, a strong advocate and a defender of thdsz meeded
help.

He was a man of dedication and commitment, be ftiso
family, friends, his constituents, or the many emubke cham-
pioned. He was an excellent MLA and representaitivéhis
Yukon Legislative Assembly.

| sat beside Steve for five years in this ChamBeeryone
knew he wore his heart on his sleeve, and | becarhetter
MLA for knowing him. | was fortunate to have worketbsely
with Steve on many select committees in this Legisk,
where we travelled throughout the territory. Stewss a good
listener and contributor and we had many great exsations. |
am going to miss those conversations.

I remember one time when | was in a heated exchange
this House in Question Period with the former Periientie. |
was getting pretty upset by the way the debatepragressing,
and during a response from the Premier, Steve ldanue a
note that said something to the effect of “I'll bygu lunch for
a week if you can slip in the name Bart Simpsonyanr next
qguestion.” That's the type of guy Steve was. Hevkpeople,
and he was a good judge of character, and | thiakday that
note saved me from getting sat down.

Steve moved to the Yukon in 1976, prior to enteipag-
tics in 2002, representing Mount Lorne.

He worked as a certified sheet metal journeymarof@r
20 years. He always put workers and workers’ ridins$, and
his concerns for safe working conditions for allkén working
families were well-known. Steve will be rememberas a
champion of people’s rights. He will be remembefed the
hard work he did to make a difference in the lieésll Yuk-
oners. Mr. Speaker, | believe that it would beirfgtto cele-
brate and honour the memory of Mr. Cardiff by nagnéither a
youth shelter, a homeless shelter or an affordatiesing com-
plex as the Steve Cardiff Place and | do hopetthiatcomes to
pass in memory of such a good man.

We wish to express our deepest sympathy to his, \Wife
children, his family, his friends and his colleaguBe proud of
the man he was. He has left his indelible markten Yukon
and we’'re all better for having knowing him. | anonking out
of Steve’s old office, and let me put it this wayl*m going to
read a short poem from Mary Elizabeth Frye that pagne to
me one day.

“Do not stand at my grave and weep,

“l am not there; | do not sleep.

“l am a thousand winds that blow,

“l am the diamond glints on snow,

“l am the sun on ripened grain,

“I am the gentle autumn rain.

“When you awaken in the morning’s hush,

“I am the swift uplifting rush,

“Of quiet birds in circling flight.

“l am the soft starlight at night.

“Do not stand at my grave and cry;

“l am not there. | did not die.”

Mr. Speaker, there is a saying in politics: Pealr't care
how much you know until they know how much you cde-
lieve me when | say that many, many Yukoners knew h
much Steve Cardiff cared about our territory ascpople. He
will be missed but never forgotten. Rest in peacgfriend.

[Member spoke in native language. Text unavaildble.

Hon. Mr. Cathers: | also rise today in tribute to Steve
Cardiff. Like other colleagues in this House, | vedso shocked
when we heard the news of Steve's tragic accidgst gum-
mer. | worked with Steve for quite a number of geand in
this House all too often the divisions along pditgs tend to
make us cordial acquaintances, at best, with méatlyeomem-
bers. Steve was someone that | would call a frizmdl | was
very truly sorry to learn of his passing.

| enjoyed working with him. | worked with him inraum-
ber of areas: as House leader and on committeéablpdhe
Select Committee on the Safe Operation and Usefiafo@d
Vehicles being one of the more challenging onesleadt with.
The issues that fell under that committee were derplhey
were very polarized among Yukoners and had feedfrack
more than 2,000 Yukoners who had submitted perisgsct
with widely varying views on what they wanted t@séthink
Steve really deserves a lot of the credit for thet that we ac-
tually reached an agreement.

At one point, | was not optimistic that we would &de to
reach a final report. | give him credit for thetféitat he played
a role with all members of the committee by emptiagi the
importance of respecting the more than 2,000 Yuiomého
had taken their time to provide their views and tedrto see us
complete the job and come up with a report.

In this House, even when | was on the receiving ehd
questions and debate from Steve, the one thingvhya felt
was that Steve was fair, and that is something, tinafortu-
nately, we can't always say about other membetkisgnHouse.
| really always felt that he was trying to be faven when you
disagreed very intensely on a policy matter. Theas a focus
on the policy and an attempt to remain respectiufetlow
members even when he disagreed with them strongly.

| would echo the comments made by the Member fg@-Co
perbelt South and the Member for Vuntut Gwitchirkniow
that there are many people across this territorpsghlives
were touched by Steve and who appreciated his apprn
engaging in debate. | would encourage new memblethi®
House to take a look at some of the excerpts frtansardin
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looking at Steve’s approach to debate and consakéng that Ms. Moorcroft: | give notice of the following motion:
as a model for their own approach to engaging ey but THAT it is the opinion of this House that
strongly in debate while remaining cordial to thegth whom (1) housing is a human right; and
they do not always agree. (2) in keeping with the principles of Yukon’s cuntéHu-
In conclusion, to all of his friends, to all of Hamily and  man Rights Acand the United NationdJniversal Declaration
all whose lives he touched, my sincere condolences. of Human Rightsto which Canada is a party, Yukorfsiman
Rights Actshould be amended to recognize housing as a human
Speaker:  Are there any further tributes? right by adding the following to the Bill of Right®ontained in
Introduction of visitors. the act: “Every individual is entitled to adequatel affordable
housing and to protection from eviction without sauparticu-
INTRODUCTION OF VISITORS larly in cases where eviction will result in honsdaess.”
Mr. Elias: | ask your indulgence, and | ask all mem-
bers to join me in welcoming in the House today Msrraine Ms. White: Mr. Speaker, | give notice of the following
Netro, a constituent of mine and also a former MioA the  motion:
Vuntut Gwitchin riding and, or course, Mr. Steverdf's THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon takwvo
former colleague. with all governments, including First Nations, aslvas non-
Applause profit and private housing providers, to develogukon hous-
ing strategy and policy framework that will:
Speaker:  Returns or documents for tabling. (1) include all Yukon communities;

(2) have performance and risk-management measures;

TABLING RETURNS AND DOCUMENTS A : . . .
(3) be comprehensive, innovative, practical andieach

Speaker: The Chair has for tabling the following

able;
documents: _ (4) increase the housing supply;
The 2011 Annual Report of the Yukon Child and Youth (5) improve housing affordability; and
Advocate; the 2010-11 Annual Report of the YukomfGat of (6) support individuals and families in greatesusing
Interest Commissioner; the Report of the Chief ®lt Offi- g
cer of the Yukon on Electoral Financing and PditiContribu-
tions 2010; the 2010 Annual Report of the Yukorotnfation Mr. Barr: | give notice of the following motion:
and Privacy Commissioner; the 2010 Annual Reporthef THAT this House urges the Yukon government to emact

Yukon Ombudsman; the Yukon Human Rights Commissionggjgential tenancy act in response to the recordatams of

Annual Report April 1, 2009 to March 31, 2010; Reporton  yhe Select Committee on thendlord and Tenant Adn order
Travel Expenses of Members of the Yukon Legislathesem- ..

bly 2010-11; and a Report of the Clerk of the Assignmade (1) provide a legal framework for rental homes:

pursuant to section 39(6) of thegislative Assembly Ace- (2) outline the rights and responsibilities of btahdlords
garding the absence of members from sittings otdwslative 44 tenants:
Assembly and meetings of committees of the Ledisabs- (3) set basic health and safety standards to beirmai
sembly. , rental units;

Are there any further returns or documents forig (4) provide education to help tenants understarar th
REPORTS OF COMMITTEES rights and responsibilities; and

(5) provide a dispute resolution process whichaisilg ac-

Speaker: Under reports of committees, the Chair hascessible and avoids the use of courts to resolaéicts.

for tabling the 18th Report of the Standing Comedtbn Ap-
pointments to Major Government Boards and Comnsttee
the 329 Legislative Assembly.

Are there any other reports from committees?

Are there any petitions?

Are there any bills to be introduced?

Are there any notices of motion?

Mr. Tredger: | give notice of the following motion:

THAT this House urges the Yukon government to atcep
and act on the recommendations of #iral Recommended
Peel Watershed Regional Land Use Pitaiorder to:

(1) protect one of the last remaining pristine wiltess
watersheds in North America;

NOTICES OF MOTION (2) respect the time and commitment of the partiethe
Ms. Hanson: | give notice of the following motion: First Nation of Na Cho Nyak Dun, the Vuntut GwiteHtirst
THAT this House will make good government and democ Nation, the Tr'ondék Hweéch'in, the Gwich'in Trib&ouncil

ratic reform a priority by: and countless Yukoners and local businesses —hnag in-

(1) working collaboratively within the Standing Conittee ~ Vested in their efforts to reach a fair balanceveen preserva-

on Rules, Elections and Privileges to improve legjige proc-  tion and development; and
esses; and (3) respect and validate the processes of the IY lemd

(2) working through other means, such as new seled¢se Planning Council and the First Nation finalesgnents.
committees, in order to advance democratic reform.
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Mr. Tredger: I give notice of the following motion:

THAT the House urge the Government of Yukon to work

THAT the House urges the Yukon government to implewith health care professionals and stakeholdeBawvson City

ment an immediate moratorium and conduct a full @galous
scientific review and public consultation on thdeefs and
desirability of hydraulic fracturing, a non-conviemal form of
natural gas extraction — also known as “fracking” before
any regulatory approvals or permitting is allowedhe Yukon.

Ms. Stick: | give notice of the following motion:

to transition the Dawson City hospital into a cbbdeative pri-
mary care health care facility that supports comityunurses
and meets the needs of the community.

| also give notice of the following motion:
THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon to
amend theElections Actto address concerns raised by voters

THAT this House urges the Yukon government to takewith regard to rules for enumeration and voter fdieation.

immediate steps to complete and implement its sowéusion
strategy in view of previous work done in this nean order
to achieve a territory in which everyone lives withrpose,
dignity and satisfaction and to ensure that thetetyy:

(1) is based on consultation with stakeholderstaedoub-
lic;

(2) demonstrates evidence-based policies;

(3) responds to the recommendations in the TaskeFon
Acutely Intoxicated Persons at Risk; and

(4) applies across all government departments.

Mr. Elias:
lowing motion:

THAT this House urges the Minister of Justice taemn
take a full review of the territory’s family, childnd property
laws with a view to introducing amendments to tbigislation
by the fall of 2013, and that the review addressissues of:

(1) custody and access;

(2) property;

(3) spousal support;

(4) same-sex couples; and

(5) the definition of a common-law relationship.

Mr. Speaker, | rise to give notice of the fol-

Mr. Speaker, | also give notice of the following tina:

| also give notice of the following motion:

THAT this House urges the Minister of Finance tadte a
settlement, without going to court, with the ownefghe Top
of the World Golf Course to ensure the facilityaigailable to
the public for the 2012 tourism season.

| also give notice of the following motion:

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon te li
up to commitments made during the 2011 electionpzagm
and build a new recreation centre in the commuaiitipawson
City.

Mr. Hassard:
motion:

THAT this House urges the Yukon government to impro
Yukoners’ access to doctors, nurses, medical dmtsiand
other health professionals by implementing a newaithehu-
man resource strategy with components including:

(1) doubling the family physician incentive to $1000
over five years for physicians who have recentlydgiated in
exchange for working in the Yukon;

(2) creating a new family physician recruitmententive
to help medical clinics with the cost of recruitingd support-

| rise to give notice of the following

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon toing new doctors;

move quickly to:

(1) articulate, negotiate and implement a cleainitefn of
the role and jurisdiction of the Yukon Water Boamdhe con-
text of Yukon Environmental and Socio-economic Asseent
Board assessments and the Government of Yukon idecis
documents on project. The role and jurisdictionboth the
Yukon Water Board and the Yukon Environmental andi&
economic Assessment Board must be made explidébr and
unambiguous; and

(2) investigate the concept of a process chartbichwsets
out how the overall assessment and regulatory psoorks,
including the role of all relevant bodies.

| also give notice of the following motion:

THAT this House urges the minister responsible tfor
Yukon Development Corporation to explain, by wayaahin-
isterial statement, the government’s commitmentptanning
the construction of large-scale hydro-electric pct§ to meet
medium- to long-term needs.”

Mr. Silver:
tion:

| rise to give notice of the following mo-

(3) increasing the medical education bursary bpé&@ent
to $15,000 per year for Yukon students attendinglioad
school;

(4) doubling the incentive for students who entexdioal
residency in a Yukon family practice after gradoatito
$30,000 per year;

(5) increasing the nursing education bursary byé&@ent
to $7,500 per year;

(6) increasing the health professions educatiosdryrby
50 percent to $7,500 per year for Yukoners trairfimgother
health professions;

(7) increasing funding supporting multi-discipligacol-
laboration, including offering medical practicesmtinding to
add nurse practitioners and RNs to their clinics;

(8) piloting a collaborative primary care clinic dmopera-
tion with the health care community; and

(9) offering the Yukon Medical Association funditgex-
pand supports to visiting specialists and medicabtigates in
residency.

Ms. McLeod:
motion:

| rise to give notice of the following
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THAT this House urges the Yukon government to pevi
new supports for people looking after sick or disdlbfamily
members, including adults and seniors needing edra and
children with severe disabilities by taking stepduding:

(1) establishing a new caregiver tax credit for ifea® car-
ing for a relative with a disability, including ders and adults
and children with severe disabilities;

(2) providing additional funding for therapies aglwas
money for specialized equipment, ramps and liisggsist dis-
abled children through an expanded family suppmrchildren
with disabilities program;

(3) helping seniors stay in their homes longer $sisting
with minor home repairs and upgrades; and

(4) enhancing the home care program, including igiog
more help for respite care of children and dependdatives.

Speaker:  Are there any further notices of motion?

Hon. Mr. Cathers:
ing motion:

| rise to give notice of the follow-

dozen reports on housing have been prepared ipabefive
years and now this government hopes that the grisattor
will solve all the problems two years from now. Thdoo lit-
tle, too late.

Will the Premier tell the House what his immedisteen-
tions are to alleviate the housing crisis that Yuks are facing
this winter?

Hon. Mr. Kent: With regard to the housing issues, |
will offer for members opposite some of the accastwhents
of the previous two Yukon Party governments, insigdsub-
stantial investments in affordable housing fa&$tin Dawson
City and seniors facilities in Watson Lake, Fard deslin.

We recognize, of course, that there still is warlbé done.
That's why we have identified land to increase ribretal stock
here in Whitehorse and are looking at other optiomduding
working with First Nations to ensure that we canemthe
housing needs, not only today, but moving forward.

So we recognize that there is work to be done amdbak
forward to that work. But we also want to congratelthe pre-
vious two Yukon Party governments for the work thiagy

THAT this House urges the Yukon government to suppo have done in building affordable housing and senhwusing

development of the agriculture sector with actimcduding:

(1) working with farmers and industry associatiomgud-
ing the Yukon Agriculture Association and the Grosvef Or-
ganic Food Yukon to implement the agriculture myéar de-
velopment plan;

for Yukoners.

Ms. Hanson: There are indeed many options to solve
our immediate housing problems, and | do acknovdetige
minister's comments with respect to the social haistock
that is being built. 1 would request that that reiar actually

(2) developing a “Yukon-Grown Food Policy” aimed at visit some of those houses, because he will firad thany of

significantly increasing the production and use locally-
grown vegetables, meat and food products;

(3) supporting the development of agriculture isfrac-
ture that improves food security, facilitates ascés market
and encourages local production of food;

(4) supporting the development of local markets¥Yfokon
agriculture products through measures includingeasing the
annual funding for the Fireweed Community Markeig a

(5) working with Yukon farmers to conduct agricufilre-
search.

Speaker: Is there a statement by a minister?
This then brings us to Question Period.

QUESTION PERIOD

Question re: Housing shortage

Ms. Hanson:
the Throne that housing and land availability hbeen identi-
fied as pressing challenges. It is no exaggeraiosay that
housing in the Yukon is in crisis. This is due HEygto the in-
action of the previous two Yukon Party governmelits not a
pretty picture to see tents on the government lasvrte know
that homeless youth continue to couch surf. Assreise to
unaffordable levels, some families have to choosevéen
paying rent and eating. We are losing valuablelsskiteople
have jobs, but can't find housing, so are forcedetve the
territory. All the while, this government sits oa@5 million in
federal funding earmarked for housing.

them are not designed for the citizens who arenited to be
living in them — including seniors — when you hawash-
rooms that are totally inaccessible. That's anotter and an-
other question.

A good start for the managing and addressing of edim
ate housing needs would be to manage the existimgpry
Housing Corporation stock effectively and to camfia use for
the Alexander Street Residence. A more immediateprass-
ing need would be to revise thandlord and Tenant Acias
recommended by the select committee long ago.

Will the minister show good faith as a first stepdemon-
strating that this government is truly committedatdressing
the housing problem by bringing forward new legisia to
give effect to the recommendations of the Selech@dtee on
the Landlord Tenant Acthis spring?

Hon. Ms. Taylor: Mr. Speaker, as was outlined in our

The government said in the Speech fromrecent election platform, the Yukon Party governtriervery

much committed to adhering to the recommendatidnth®
select committee that oversaw ttendlord and Tenant Act

This is a very complex piece of legislation, and dhat
has not been touched for some 50 years. We algnéoe that
it is a work in progress and that it is well ovesdu

So, yes, we are very much committed to demonsgatin
measured and responsible approach toward protetiimgn-
terests of both tenants and landlords, while pramota
healthy, private rental housing market.

Ms. Hanson: | would urge the minister opposite to
ensure that that legislation and that commitmendabkvered

The previous Yukon Party government turned down recSO0n, and not in a delayed way, as we have segneinous

ommendations to address housing needs in Yukonr @ve
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commitments by previous Yukon Party governmentothrer
important legislation.

The United Nations has described housing and hasele
ness in Canada as a national emergency. Candua isity G8
country that does not have a national housingegyatUnfor-
tunately, the Yukon government reflects its fedeminterpart.
The NDP has long advocated long-term strategic niteyn
Actions need to be based on sound planning and mignabe
measurable outcomes, a plan that gives everyonessido
homes, enhances social and physical health andbeielf,
builds communities and enables everyone to cor&ibo a
growing economy. Without commitment to this orgawiz
process, there is no basis for full developmentyokoners’
potential.

Will the Premier begin his mandate by working wihh
sectors of the Yukon and immediately develop a Yukous-
ing strategy to meet the needs of all Yukoners?

Hon. Mr. Kent: Last week | had the opportunity to at-
tend the National Housing Day breakfast sponsose@MHC
and even by the list of presenters at that it becatear that
this is certainly a problem that needs to be tathkie a number
of fronts by a number of different partners. Of i=@muthe
Yukon Housing Corporation Board of Directors, thepart-
ment of Community Services, and the Department redrgy,
Mines and Resources have a role to play as welegprivate
sector, the City of Whitehorse and, indeed, muaidips
throughout the Yukon. Of course we heard that NG&& a
role to play in that. I'm in the midst of arrangimgmeeting
with the Yukon Anti-Poverty Coalition and HabitatrfHuman-
ity to discuss their concerns, and as we move faivea this
issue, we will ensure that it is indeed a partriprals we move
to solve some of the housing problems that exishénYukon
today.

Question re:  Peel watershed land use plan

Mr. Tredger:
pristine watersheds in the world. TRmal Recommendeldeel
Watershed Regional Land Use Plaecommended full and
interim protection of 80 percent of the Peel wdtets

Affected First Nations, nearby communities andrtregor-
ity of Yukoners have, in the spirit of compromigsecepted this
balanced plan.

In January 2010, the Yukon government signed arlett
understanding with their First Nation partners.sTletter had a
series of timelines on when further consultatiorsuld take
place and stated that a final decision would behed in No-
vember 2011. These timelines have been missed.

What is this government’s plan to get the Peel lasd
planning process back on track?

Hon. Mr. Cathers: Mr. Speaker, first of all, | have to
dispute the member’'s assertion that the processfigack.
There were some delays to the original timelinesised, of
course, by the election cycle. | will inform the miger — and |
will provide him a copy later today — through a gayf a let-
ter | sent to the chiefs of the four affected FiMsttions. They
recently sent me a letter proposing new timelirescbnclud-
ing consultation. The letter that | have sent tenthindicates

that the government is in basic agreement withtitnelines
they have outlined and that we wish to have théoseiaison
committee meet to finalize the precise details doncluding
that consultation timeline.

Mr. Tredger: Mr. Speaker, I'm glad to hear that the
government is finally beginning to live up to itsemitments.
Here we are in early December. There has been csicle.
There have been no final consultations. As pathefletter of
understanding with the First Nations, we were t@nveéth the
residents of Mayo, Old Crow, Dawson City, Fort MeRon
and Whitehorse for final consultations. My congiits, like all
Yukoners, care deeply about the Peel and they vketke op-
portunity to be involved and consulted.

When will the government fulfill its obligations rqvide
the public the opportunity to see this governmepgsition on
the Peel and hold final public consultations?

Hon. Mr. Cathers: The Yukon government is com-
mitted to following the process. | would remind theember
that the Yukon government, under tbenbrella Final Agree-
ment,has a duty to take that final recommended plareterd
mine where we believe it can be made better and éngage
in a final round of public consultation. That's elg what
we’re going to do.

We believe that debate over the Peel planning geobas
become unnecessarily polarized and politicized. déteate has
also at times lost touch with reality. It's timegbift the debate
from whether to protect the environment in the Rediow to
best protect the environment of the Peel whilevéhg respon-
sible use. We believe that most Yukoners actudlbres com-
mon values. Yukoners value wilderness beauty araltthe
ecosystems, but also want a strong, diversifiethety that
provides employment for their friends, families as@mmuni-
ties.

Mr. Tredger: When the Peel Watershed Planning
Commission was created, the NDP caucus called foorato-

The Peel is one of the last remainingrium on staking. The Yukon government did not fallthis

advice until very late in the game. As a result,aalditional
6,800 claims were staked in the planning area.rfibeatorium
on staking in the Peel ends in February, just adeart months
away. The Yukon Party is already well behind theead-to
timelines.

Mr. Speaker, the current moratorium on stakingeists
expire on February 4, 2012. Given the delays aedldbk of
movement on the timelines established in the laifeunder-
standing, will this government honour the spiritnefgotiations
and extend the moratorium on staking in the Peel?

Hon. Mr. Cathers: Mr. Speaker, again | have to cor-
rect the member’s understanding a bit with regarthe proc-
ess. | know that he has been relying to a largengxdn the
political rhetoric to guide his understanding oé hrocess and
unfortunately, the NDP has not properly understeothe of
the details pertaining to this plan.

The Yukon government has an obligation under Uine-
brella Final Agreemento take final recommended plans pro-
posed by the commissions composed of citizens afgabito
them to determine where we believe improvements lzan
made to make the final plan as good as we can ritaded
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then, following that, to engage in a final stagguoblic consul-
tations and finally, consultations and discussiovith First
Nations.

In the letter that | sent back to the four chiefsthese be-
ing the chiefs of Na Cho Nyak Dun, Trondék HwéahVVun-
tut Gwitchin and the Tetlit Gwich’'in — | have indited that
we indeed agree substantially with the timelines/thave pro-
posed, and the exact details of that can be wookedy the
senior liaison committee. We are, in fact, also ootting to
extending the moratorium on staking until Septen#fsr2.

Question re:

Mr. Elias:
Yukon is in pretty good shape right now economicalhd |
won'’t deny that. Yukon’s unemployment rate is a&fpercent,
tied for lowest in our country. We have the highesimber of
people ever recorded working in the territory atf109. In the
mining sector alone, there was a projected $300emilin-
vestment in exploration this year and our econdimiecast is
looking pretty good as well. That's why I'm askitigese ques-
tions today — because the best time to preparifficult
times is when you are in times of plenty — i.ehtigow.

What is the Premier’s plan to protect our territasymuch
as possible from another global recession?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: As the Hon. Member for Vuntut
Gwitchin has mentioned, things in the Yukon are dyoight
now. It has really been the result of a combinatbra lot of
things that have happened. It's creating the ecinafimate
— the opportunity for investment and for resporesilivest-
ment that has gone on for the last two mandatesoem the
2002 and 2006 mandates of the Yukon Party goverhmen

Now we're sitting in our third consecutive majorigpv-
ernment — unprecedented in the Yukon. We will awurgi to
work to foster development in the economy, engagkoyiers
and ensure that everybody has an opportunity, diretuFirst
Nations, to be equal partners in the economy.

Mr. Elias:
and they are implementing a “Buy American” polidtaly’s
debt is about $2 trillion. The economies in Greerw] indeed,
all of Europe, are on the brink of collapse. Caaadionfidence
in our economy is at an all-time low. We have ajssat un-
employment rate in Canada that stands at 7.3 peesghwe
are facing mass retirements of baby-boomers, lgattna
combination of fewer workers to create economioaghoand
more demand on government, largely related to healte and
other needs of the elderly.

All these ingredients, put together, are a recgreahother
global recession. What Yukoners want to know isatik the
Premier’s plan?

What is the Premier’s plan to shelter our territasymuch
as possible from the real possibility of anothesbgl reces-
sion?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski:
question is quite simple, and it really exists witlour plat-
form. The fact is that we do have a strong econcemyg we
have just actually just gone through, in 2008 a8 the

Fiscal management

You know, the answer to that

worst recession that this world has seen sinceDiitg Thir-
ties.

What we did with that is to come out of that essdigtun-
scathed. We have money in the bank, and we havpeosédtve
financial resources, meaning that we haven’'t boewoday
for tomorrow’s future. We are in a very positiveospnd what
we plan to do is continue to keep this economy mg\for-
ward, and that is the best recipe for success.

Mr. Elias: I'll be gentle, Mr. Speaker. If the Yukon
Party is pointing to their platform or their throspeech, it was
about as exciting as an empty-net goal in hockegssl said
the other day. | surely hope the Premier realihas what hap-

I have a question for the Premier today. Thepens in Greece can affect the day-to-day livesuoriers.

Yes, we have weathered the storm before, but wd tee
hear a plan. What we don’t need in our territoy people get-
ting anxious about the economy and delaying th@@nding or
purchases.

What | want to hear from the Premier today is sogss-
surance that he does have a plan and that Yukavittrsee
new investments in infrastructure, especially imakuyukon,
the true diversification of our economy, investnseint training
and trades and technology, education and innovasind
strategies to maintain business investment. Thelt'at | want
to hear from the Premier.

What contingency plans does the government hatben
case of a global recession, and can the Premiee rttadse
plans public?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: Mr. Speaker, we'll leave the
hockey analogies for another day, but just keep etws
down.

| would like to say that there are a lot of answershat
guestion and we only have a few seconds to ans¥gain, |
will refer the interim Liberal leader to our platfo, because it
truly describes where we are and how we will cargino be
successful going forward.

One of the major things that we have done in tisé flaw

The United States’ debt is about $15 trillion years has been investment in infrastructure. Itrfsaire not

only creates stability and quality of life for Yukers going
forward, but it also creates jobs for Yukoners tods well.
We’'re also investing in diversifying our economy fitm
and sound, outfitting, tourism. The list goes od an.
Ensuring that we have a strong economy to ensatentt
can continue to see the quality of life of Yukonar&l oppor-
tunities for Yukoners continue is a priority foidlgovernment.

Question re:

Mr. Silver: | have a question for the Minister of Fi-
nance about the future of recreation infrastructar®awson.
In September of this year, the former Yukon MLA #lon-
dike and the former Yukon Party minister held a-soding
ceremony to mark the beginning of construction ofesv rec-
reation centre. In the recent election campaige, Rnemier
came to Dawson and told people that they werenggtinew
recreation centre if they voted for the Yukon Paftye Yukon
Party platform said this government would — andiotg: “in-
vest in the improvements to recreation infrastriecin Dawson
City".

Dawson City recreation centre
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The budget tabled last week contained no moneydeem
this project forward. Why did the Premier promisg commu-
nity a new rec centre and then not fund it?

Hon. Ms. Taylor: | want to point out for the member
opposite very clearly that this government is irtleery com-
mitted to working with the City of Dawson as wek all
Yukon municipal governments in addressing theipeetive
recreational facility needs.

In fact, we have been doing just that over the fmashber
of years with the City of Dawson. As the memberaxife may
or may not be aware, we do have a $4-million cbaotion
agreement in place between the Yukon governmentthad
City of Dawson for respective safety repairs andrades to
the current recreation facility. It's an agreemtrdt has been
in place since 2009. We do remain committed to vmgrkn
collaboration with the mayor and council and witle titizens
of the community of Dawson to ensure that the rg@eal
facility needs today and tomorrow are indeed met.

Mr. Silver:
that their government is committed to a new redreefhat $4
million earmarked is going to be spent on the aurimiilding
which shouldn’t have been built where it was baiftd was
fundamentally flawed from the beginning.

Being open and accountable means answering qugstion

that are addressed to you — to the Premier, thelraeof the
government who came to Dawson and made this conenitm
In September, a former minister's statement saidard |
quote: “In the next two or three years, you wikk sebuilding.”

In the middle of the campaign, the Premier visbedvson
and repeated this comment. That project will nqgid®s with-
out sufficient financial contributions from this\ggrnment.

If it is going to be constructed in two or threeas® that
funding has to start flowing now. We are not tatkimbout $4
million.

Why is there no money in the budget tabled lastkwtee
get this building going?

Hon. Ms. Taylor: Again | will reiterate for the mem-
ber opposite that the government is indeed comdhitbecon-
tinuing to work with the City of Dawson and all Yark mu-
nicipal governments across the territory in addngsthe future
and present recreation facility needs in the tanyit

When it comes to investments within the Klondikgioa,
this government has been investing significant arteof dol-
lars toward health care, toward the arts, towawlage treat-
ment, toward education, and the list goes on. Wies only
looks at the list of initiatives that we have béending through
infrastructure development funding initiatives suel the
Building Canada fund, municipal rural infrastruedund, gas
tax money, this government has been investing ¢ottihe of
over $45 million within the City of Dawson. Thate®not in-
clude the level of investment toward a new hospitighin the
City of Dawson or toward the new School of Visuatsh and
the list goes on.

So indeed this government is committed to meethg t
needs of all Yukon municipal governments and wdyréaok
forward to working with the mayor and council instihegard.

Mr. Silver:  Mr. Speaker, it's very disappointing to hear
the government backing away from this particulangotment
so early in its mandate. It is also disappointiagsée that the
Premier refuses to answer questions directed ta Ainrthe
November 7 meeting in Dawson, a member of thereityea-
tion board told residents that nothing concrete wamg to
happen for several years. People are leaving aunuomity.

The budget tabled last week by this governmenticosf
that. The amount of money set aside to work omthwe build-
ing is not there. Why is the government not movfimgvard on
this project as it promised the residents it wonhdly a couple
of months ago?

Hon. Ms. Taylor: Mr. Speaker, I'll remind the member
opposite that this is indeed the first supplemgntamdget
within a five-year mandate of this Government ofk¥n. We
were just re-elected for the third consecutive naémglist short
of two months ago.

Mr. Speaker, again, | don't know how to make myself

I'm very happy to hear the minister say more clear for the member opposite.

The Yukon government does look forward to workirighw
the mayor and council and all municipal governmémterms
of meeting the future and present facility needshif particu-
lar municipality and all others, as | have justcartated.

As | mentioned before, the Government of Yukon has
made significant investment in terms of infrastanet and we
are committed to doing just that. It is outlinedhin our plat-
form in terms of all of our future commitments. \We have a
five-year mandate. It will take time to meet allraxommit-
ments, but we look forward to it, and we do so amaak re-
cord.

Question re:  Homelessness

Ms. White: Mr. Speaker, a group of eight non-
government organizations in Whitehorse — the Northeity
Supportive Housing Coalition — plan to help tackie crisis
for the hard-to-house in Whitehorse. The coalitsoobjectives
were to provide the homeless population in the down core
of Whitehorse with safe, affordable housing andhwjtro-
gramming to alleviate the adverse effects of metitess and
substance abuse.

This group has taken on the government’s profepsédy
of social inclusion and applied it with compassi&md practi-
cality. The coalition wrote and promoted a detaifgdposal
and business plan. They have now given up becdube tack
of response from this government.

Will the minister responsible for the Yukon HousiGgr-
poration advise the House what he intends to db thits pro-
posal?

Hon. Mr. Kent: As | mentioned earlier in Question
Period, Mr. Speaker, the previous government hagensab-
stantial investments in affordable housing with I#fv units
built between 2009 and 2011.

The corporation is directly helping over 1,700 Yuokdi-
ents and their families to achieve a better qualftjife. There
are a number of different proposals that were pwérd to the
previous government that we're evaluating and loglat right
now. Working with the Minister of Health and Soc&érvices,
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the Yukon Housing Corporation is evaluating a numbg
those proposals.

Again, the number of people that we're helping 5 a
proximately 4,250, through not only the social hingsand the
staff housing, but also our loans programs. So nearaking a
difference in the lives of Yukoners who requiretthacess to
housing. But again, as | stated earlier today iesion Period,
there still is work that needs to be accomplistzed], it's some-
thing that we look forward to moving on in the vergar fu-
ture.

Ms. White: | appreciate the efforts that the govern-
ment is going through, but what I'm talking abosithe hard-
to-house. Housing First models have been implerdealse-
where and have proven extremely successful. Thigti® new
idea. This has been accomplished in other jurisdist The
Northern City Supportive Housing Coalition is prepm a
concrete solution to the complex problems this gowent
faces with the hard-to-house. The reduction in gemcy room
use, ambulance calls, RCMP and court involvemearealvill
have a very positive effect on our ever-expandinodgdgets in
Justice and Health and Social Services.

More importantly, this idea increases the potentai
these people to become productive and self-supgprtiem-
bers of Yukon society. If this new facility is ngbing to hap-
pen due to this government’s lack of political wihe minister
should offer some other solution to the extremeagibn many
people find themselves in this winter.

Will the minister advise this House what this gowaent’s
immediate plans are to meet the needs of the loandise in
the territory?

Hon. Mr. Graham: I'll take responsibility for an-
swering this one. We are currently, as my colleaga® men-
tioned, evaluating a number of proposals. The fnstposal
that we will be working toward is the renovation2if7 Alex-
ander Street, turning that into dual-purpose haysiot only
for the hard-to-house, but another section of mpupation as
well. So that's the one where we're currently watkitoward
implementing first of all.

Ms. White: This government is fond of talking about
the collaboration between the various territoriavgrnment
departments and non-profit organizations. We agmpltheir
efforts. Social inclusion certainly demands thateaist the de-
partments of Health and Social Services, Justickc&tion,
and the Yukon Housing Corporation work together pave-
tively and collaboratively to address the needshef hard-to-
house.

The dilemma of having no shelter is facing dozeingem-
ple who will end up living on the street or in thesh, regard-
less of the weather. | appreciate that 207 Alexaigl@ot the
immediate solution for the people | am speaking of.

Has the minister responsible for the Housing Caapon
met with his colleagues to discuss how the govenmlans to
respond to this dire situation?

Hon. Mr. Graham: As | said, we are working to-
gether with the Yukon Housing Corporation and ottiepart-
ments within the government on this problem. Thst fin the
series is 207 Alexander. We are also looking aumber of

other possibilities; however, they haven't progeesso the
state where we are willing to come out and say ithizext on
our list. We just got here. We are trying to evéduhe propos-
als as best we can and, or course, funding isfiaudtfy as well.

All of those things must be put together and weimtbe proc-
ess of doing that.

Speaker: The time for Question Period has now
elapsed. We will proceed to Orders of the day.

ORDERS OF THE DAY

CONSIDERATION OF SPEECH FROM THE
THRONE

Hon. Mr. Cathers: | wish to inform the House pursu-
ant to the provisions of Standing Order 26(2), ttatsidera-
tion of a motion for an address in reply to the &pefrom the
Throne, if not concluded today, will take place duesday,
December 6, 2011.

ADDRESS IN REPLY TO THE SPEECH FROM
THE THRONE

Ms. McLeod: | move

THAT the following address be presented to the Csnm
sioner of Yukon:

MAY IT PLEASE THE COMMISSIONER: We, the
Members of the Yukon Legislative Assembly, beg &du
offer our humble thanks for the gracious Speechclwhjiou
have addressed to the House.

Speaker: It has been moved by the Member for Wat-
son Lake that the following address be presentetiéocCom-
missioner of Yukon:

MAY IT PLEASE THE COMMISSIONER: We, the
Members of the Yukon Legislative Assembly, beg &edu
offer our humble thanks for the gracious Speechclvhiou
have addressed to the House.

Ms. McLeod: It's with great humility that | rise to
address this House as MLA for the Watson Lake gdifm
greatly honoured by the faith and the trust placeche by the
people of Watson Lake to represent them over the fesv
years. I'm blessed to have the support of a greatynpeople,
especially those dedicated volunteers who workeeisly to
make sure that we were successful in our electampaign
and did their part to ensure that the Yukon Pagyg successful
in forming the next government. This was the sttiergf our
belief in the direction the Yukon Party governmbas taken in
the last two terms.

Watson Lake is the gateway to the Yukon, so it'ly dit-
ting that, as their representative, I'm allowedpeak first. The
finest thing about southeast Yukon after the cleater, air
and ample space for individual pursuits, is itsgeo

We're passionate about our lives, our towns andyeper-
son participates in maintaining our vibrant serfssoonmunity.

My home community of Watson Lake thrives because
its volunteers. The many hard-working volunteerevfate a
wide range of services to the community, and indaes a
forceful sector of the economy. These volunteeanizations

of
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pay wages, which turns into people paying taxesyTand
their employees purchase goods and services in0WVaditake
and, of course, it must be noted that the businessmunity
supports these organizations each and every yégeaa, with
donations of time, space and goods.

These volunteer organizations donate incalculabigto
deliver programs, such as the women and childreh&dlter,
second-stage housing, childcare programs, theriapguo-
grams and recreational and social activities foagés. These
organizations provide these essential services gfectively
and efficiently and, no doubt, at a lesser cost thavernment
is able to. | believe that volunteers deservehal support that
government can provide.

Many parts of Watson Lake are still served by waltsl
septic systems. Continually evolving rules and ratipns
make it difficult for homeowners to keep on toptleé changes
and, at times, they only fully realize the difficybosition
they're in when it comes time to sell their homist recog-
nize the need for rules and regulations to keepvith new
science and technology and are happy enough tolgomp

Government needs to make sure the message isggettin
to the people and to work with the citizens to grtheir sys-
tems into compliance.

Other parts of Watson Lake are serviced throughntbe
nicipal water and sewer system, and our municipdhices
great challenges due to our aging infrastructures fieservoir
requires expansion, filtration needs upgrading, neslls are
needed, pumphouses need upgrading, and certairdyy ahthe
existing sewer and water lines need repair or oepip

We are pleased to have been approved for fundirgen
amount of $3.5 million through Build Canada; howewbe
financial cost to bring our community up to a datisory level
of safety and efficiency is about five or six timéat amount.
The challenges are great and the Yukon governmasmtken
working with the Town of Watson Lake to address soof
them. For that, | thank the departments and mirsstesolved
and look forward to a continued, cooperative retahip.

Our town and those off the grid create electriaiyng die-
sel — a lot of diesel. A highway lodge owner tetie that he
may have to finally close his lodge because he aaaffiord to
operate his generators. It's time to look at othgtions, and |
support the resolve to diversify our power productiMany
residents and businesses in the Watson Lake ageanéiching
to biomass heating systems and this opens up neortomi-
ties for suppliers.

There is much support for hydroelectric projects ave
look forward to further discussions on this.

Restoring air service to Watson Lake continues é¢oob
prime importance to southeast Yukon. Watson Lakaes
pleased that Air North is looking at the busineasecfor this,
and we are looking forward to the assistance amangément
from government that may be required to make thisadity.
Without air service, we are truly isolated.

Like many small northern towns, Watson Lake haswa f
social issues. I'm strongly supportive of the goweent’s
commitment to increasing services to assist thasaeed of
help to address drug and alcohol addictions. Wigethrone

speech speaks to upgraded services — largely if\thite-
horse area — it's clear that this great drain onsmeciety must
be addressed throughout the Yukon. I'm sure the¢rgithe
ongoing improvements to the services offered, thtaré will
bring a measure of assistance to all Yukoners wieerthey
are.

As unique as our communities are, so must be olur so
tions to our communities’ issues. And, like othemenunities,
Watson Lake has grave concerns around the attnacfioloc-
tors to our town. We welcome the government’s commmaint
to ensuring that our citizens have access to thdicalecare
they need. We thank the government and the Yukospitd
Corporation for their commitment to ensuring thatatéén
Lake has a fully functioning and equipped hospitéle people
of Watson Lake are looking forward to having mofetheir
needs looked after in their home community andh® in-
creased diagnostic abilities that a fully functimgihospital can
provide.

Programs intended to help seniors stay in their bames
as long as possible are beneficial to those seniois a diffi-
cult decision for them to have to acknowledge that time to
leave their long-time home. 2011 saw the openinghefl12-
unit seniors residence in Watson Lake. It is a biedinousing
unit and the seniors who have relocated there aied it. It
will take some time to fill it up with seniors, btitey are mak-
ing the move and last month one more senior tookeasy
dence.

| am pleased that the throne speech referencechmaki-
provements to daycare funding and training of waek®ay-
care is an essential service and it is an intguael of assisting
people in entering and remaining in the workfotttés a draw-
ing card in their decision to upgrade their skblg attending
school. It has long been accepted that one ofdhtufes of a
healthy, early learning environment is to havedtddre centres
staffed with persons who have specialized traiiintpe child-
care field. However, there is an extreme shortagpeople
who have a certificate in early childhood educatilbris very
difficult to entice workers to work in such a higlress area
and attend night classes to upgrade their educuatitle barely
receiving a living wage.

Any work we can do to improve the situation is ado
move forward. Childcare centres have struggled kmnd hard
to provide this essential service while trying taldmce the
needs of the users and the workers.

Providing education in a small town is a challen@ener-
ally, the student populations are lower, but thiestainly
doesn’t lessen the need for quality education fbrCGutting
teacher positions — as has happened in Watson kake
strictly based on teacher/student ratios is notihg to go, in
my opinion. The existing method of determining tescposi-
tions is outdated and does not reflect the realityeaching
children with a mixed bag of issues. We are all ranaf and
accept that children diagnosed with FAS, autisng ather
disorders need a greater level of support in cimethem to be
successful in the school system. Behavioural problare just
as draining on the teaching staff and affect theni@g process
for all students.
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We must ensure that schools have the help and guppd/untut Gwitchin and to welcome the newly electednber

they need so that we can improve our children&rdity and
learning abilities and thereby improve their chancésuccess
in further education and in the workforce. I'm eacaged that
the throne speech speaks to enhancing early lgaoptions
for our children and surely, working together, vea ¢ind solu-
tions.

Mr. Speaker, our government has much work to dionto
plement the initiatives outlined in the Yukon Paphatform,
and | look forward to working with my colleagues twove
forward together.

Ms. Hanson:
my place as a Member of the Legislative Assembbyasent-
ing Whitehorse Centre, to reply to the Speech ftbenThrone
for the 33" Legislative Assembly.

| congratulate Premier Pasloski and his colleadoietheir
success in the 2011 election campaign. He and roérhs
fellow Yukon Party caucus members are new to thgidlative
Assembly and new to government. As Leader of thiciaf
Opposition, | look forward to getting to know eamththem and
to working with each on issues that matter to Yusn

for Klondike.

| am very proud to be joined in this House by my-co
leagues in the NDP Official Opposition. To a persihrey are
dedicated, committed and so very prepared to dieie con-
stituents and all Yukoners as members of a loypbsition.

Mr. Speaker, when after a 30-year career in puggdivice,
| decided three years ago to put my name forwardhie lead-
ership of the Yukon New Democratic Party, | antatgd that
there would be challenges, but Mr. Speaker, | eguethose
challenges to be the rough and tumble of politidse chal-
lenges of the last 18 months have been unexpecpedional

Mr. Speaker, it is an honour to stand inas well as political. Less than a year ago, Mr.a&pe | was a

candidate in a by-election for the riding of Whitebe Centre;
a by-election necessitated by the passing of myguoessor,
friend and respected colleague, Todd Hardy. Almibet

months ago to this day, July 6 to be exact, Mr.aRpe my
trusted friend, colleague and Legislative menttey8 Cardiff,
was killed in a horrific car crash. On August 22uKéners
joined Canadians across the country to mourn tla¢hdef the
national leader of the New Democratic Party, Jaaitan. And
yesterday, | joined with friends and family of JoBdzerza, a

The Premier and | have not yet had many occasions former colleague in this House, to mark his passirge cele-

meet, but when we have, we have agreed that ong the
share in common is an understanding that Yukongueat us
to represent them honestly, fairly and collegially.

It is no secret that, as Leader of the Yukon Nevmbe-
ratic Party, my views on many issues will divergani those of
the Premier. My job and his job is to find briddestween our
views so that the interest of all Yukoners is sdrvehe key
distinction in our positions is my obligation td alukoners to
hold the governing party to account on their behialfalong
with my caucus in the Official Opposition, take ghtharge
seriously.

Under our system of demaocracy, it is the key rdlehe
opposition to hold those in power to account, tutaize leg-
islation, to question their spending priorities gmdctices, to
challenge them to do a better job for Yukoners.o&%egnment
is wise to listen to the opposition, for we areehter improve a
government’s performance. The Yukon NDP has beebobim
sides of this Legislative Assembly. In oppositidthe NDP
caucus has a proud history of getting results tier gublic. In
the last nine years, the NDP in opposition has laddeto push
the government in the right direction on a numidanatters —
for example, civil forfeiture. Along with the publithe NDP
helped convince the previous government not to raisbad
with this controversial plan. The social inclusistnategy — it
was really the NDP under Todd Hardy who got thifigtive
off the ground by pushing for an anti-poverty sbamlusion
summit. | remind the members opposite of Bmoke-Free
Places Actlt is very rare that a private member’s bill bews
law, but the NDP in opposition did just that.

The Yukon public can expect the Official Opposititm
take strong stands to be an ethical and positiveevin the
Legislative Assembly, to work with the governmenhibe
holding them accountable to the public. I'm alsegsded to
welcome back to the Legislative Assembly the Memfoer

bration of his life was that of a man whose lifernmied the
challenges often faced by First Nations membemmuo&ociety.

It has been a challenging time for all New Demaxrhbe-
lieve Yukon New Democrats have risen to the chgkeset by
Jack Layton in his letter to Canadians when hedsiseall to
recommit with energy and determination to our wdtkmem-
ber our proud history of social justice, univerbaklth care,
public pensions and make sure no one is left beaimt con-
tinue to move forward to demonstrate in everythivey do in
the four years before us that we are ready to serke the
legendary phoenix, we rise again, renewed and readyegin
again, stronger in our resolve to serve.

Mr. Speaker, | did not face the challenges of timetenal
roller coaster of the past 18 months alone. | viardacknowl-
edge the love and support of my husband, Douglas/dtlo
who has steadfastly supported my decision to régichange
our retirement plans, although | am sure there dags he
wishes we were off on some other type of adventspecially
on dark winter days like today. His commitment ¢zial jus-
tice is deep and he knows that what | do, | doafwtur shared
conviction for change that benefits all Yukoners: daughters,
Paula and Sarah, have provided inspiration, lowk support
and | thank them both. In fact, it was Sarah’s sieai to run
for election in the 2008 Alberta election as a Ne@mocrat in
a rural Alberta riding that led me to reconsider pwysuit of
happiness as a retiree.

Doug and | drove down to Camrose to help out inctra-
paign, something we had never done before. | was bod
raised in Alberta. Over the years, | have been avairthe
changes occurring in my home province, but | wasrepared
for the stark reality of the impact of those changglbertans
have a reputation for being outspoken risk-takéhe truth is
that after many years of domination by one pattg, irovince
has become a place of haves and have-nots ande \plere
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the outgoing premier admitted there was no plan toad

maybe the frenzied pace of development in theands was a
mistake — where the province, 60 years after thginipéng of

the oil boom, finally completed a framework for ¢aase plan-
ning — not a plan, but a framework to guide howntitigate

the damage done in the intervening years of uncestrdevel-
opment. A province famed for its wide open spaaesbecome
a place where landowners’ rights are trampled dajlindustry

backed by the government. The atmosphere was ofeaiof—

speaking out might be to risk what little one hiddiad the eerie
realization that Yukon was on the cusp of fallingpithe same
trap as my home province. | felt, and feel obligedstand up
and say no — no to bullying Yukoners. That is eSaby what

I have witnessed the Yukon Party do in the pagioa®rnment
and has done to us as citizens.

So | felt compelled to speak out and to engage migtfel-
low Yukoners because, as a New Democrat, | know Yio&-
oners have a collective wisdom that can guide ttnistory to
achieve great things for all Yukoners, not jusekest few.

I know this because history has shown that wheed$kr
their views, they respond with enthusiasm and catebught.
Proof of this is the legacy of previous New Demticrgov-
ernments, which set the foundation for much thataseYuk-
oners take for granted. Yukoners were asked toesttneir vi-
sion for the Yukon. Not only were they listened byt their
ideas were transformed into real and lasting actiom sig-
nificant legislation still in place today — such #ee Health
Act, the Education Actthe Environment Acand human rights
legislation — to programs such as the mining inieenpro-
gram, small business incentive programs, the contgnuaie-
velopment fund, institutions such as Yukon Collgge, Yukon
Arts Centre, the Yukon native teacher educatiorginm, and
many, many more foundations for good governmentukon
— and all done without once having a governmenitdef

| fundamentally believe that Yukoners have mucloffer
in developing a new vision for the Yukon in thé'2®ntury. It
is time to engage in real conversations within aotbss the
Yukon community to create a Yukon that reflects aawd
knowledges that the very foundations of Yukon helvanged
with the settlement of most land claims and with devolution
of provincial-like responsibility to the Yukon.

As Leader of the Official Opposition, | have begtmat
dialogue and will continue to do so over the comingnths
and years.

Mr. Speaker, | am both humbled and proud to stamd bs
a New Democrat, as the Leader of the Official Oftjmos and
as MLA for Whitehorse Centre. The legacy of dedidaNew
Democrat representation for Whitehorse Centreng.ldn ad-
dition to Todd Hardy, Roger Kimmerly, Joyce Haydbtgrga-
ret Commodore — who you will remember as the ftsbrigi-
nal woman Minister of Justice in Canada — alsoegMVhite-
horse Centre and all demonstrated a strong committoethe
New Democratic principles of equality, democraaistainabil-
ity, community and cooperation — principles thaé amore
than just words. They are the measure of everjativie we
undertake and support on behalf of Yukoners. Theythe
principles that have guided New Democrats, whetveeare in

government or when we are in opposition. They heeprinci-
ples that have guided us when we worked acrosy faes or
supported government initiatives because they wleeeright
thing to do for Yukoners.

Mr. Speaker, over the course of the past monthsgve
had the opportunity to talk with many Yukonersphuticular, |
have spoken with many of the residents of Whitebh@sentre.
Going through two elections in less than a yeardiasn me a
unique opportunity to spend a lot of time in cohtadth the
people of this dynamic riding. Having received tupport of
63 percent of the voters, | am determined to workniintain
the trust of those who voted for me and to earntthst of
those who did not.

Whitehorse Centre stretches from the banks of thikeoW
River to the clay cliffs and along Robert ServicayMo the
Marwell Industrial Area. Whitehorse Centre is arnremely
diverse riding. It's home to light industrial andregice indus-
tries, arts and cultural organizations, the only fitmmersion
elementary school in the Yukon, bookstores, boxestand
independent businesses, art galleries, carvingicstudoffee
shops, bicycle shops, a Harley shop, feed storedjaal prac-
titioners of every sort, fine restaurants and theewe Wagon,
high-tech industries and those that are decidedly-tech.
Whitehorse Centre has it all.

Whitehorse Centre is also home to several levelgoof
ernment: the Ta’an Kwach’an First Nation, the GifyWhite-
horse and, of course, this Legislative Assemblyadireituated
within the boundaries of Whitehorse Centre. Mafhynot most,
non-government and service organizations are atsmduar-
tered in Whitehorse Centre. All that being saids ithe people
who make Whitehorse Centre a unique amalgam dhatlis
Yukon. | am honoured to represent First Nation fesdipanco-
phones, long-time residents and recent immigrants.

One of the uniting factors of Whitehorse Centrprisle of
place. As you wander about the riding, you redlie over the
years, Whitehorse Centre, whether it is downtowrinokar-
well, has developed a number of communities withimm com-
munity. | look forward to serving them.

As | was reminded by one of my constituents, Audrey

McLaughlin — who knows a thing or two about poktie—
citizens need to remind us regularly as politicitiret they are
the boss, and so it should be.

Today, we are reflecting on the Speech from theoiiér
for the First Session of the "83rukon Legislative Assembly.
We look forward to hearing the throne speech —nbely
elected government’s vision for this territory —datteir plan
to translate that vision into reality over the tesfitheir office.

So as | listened to the Commissioner set out thkolu
Party government’s vision last week, and despite gbvern-
ment’s use of that word, there really was no visaowl it sad-
dened me. | expected more from a new Premier avagov-
ernment. Or, maybe there is a vision, but it's taobe found in
a document or throne speech.

| am concerned, as | said earlier, that it’s aorisimilar to
Alberta, of unfettered development; that it's aiisof pros-
perity for some, but not all; that it's top-dowhat it's a status-
quo vision. In truth, Mr. Speaker, the speech larauncanny
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resemblance to the two previous Yukon Party Speeétoen
the Throne. The repetition of campaign promisesnfr2002
and 2006 were striking.

Prior to the calling of this 33Session of the Yukon Legis-
lative Assembly, | met with the Premier for a gett@onversa-
tion on our approach to the session.

In that meeting, | told him that he can expect mbd hard
on the issues and principled in my dealings wittm faind his
colleagues. That does not mean that | or any oNIDPE caucus
will back down from vigorous debate or questionthg deci-
sions made by this government that are not in tst imterest
of Yukoners. In the spirit of cooperative engagetibat Yuk-
oners expect of their elected representativesNéneg Democ-
ratic Official Opposition will be offering the gokement sug-
gestions and proposals that, if pursued, will altbem to exer-
cise their responsibility to govern on behalf dfalkoners and
to realize a vision for an equitable and prosper¥u&on
where no one is left behind.

In the Speech from the Throne, this government askn
edged that both housing and land availability hiaeen identi-
fied as pressing challenges. Today, too many Yule@ee
grappling with major housing problems, from haviifficulty
paying the rent or making the next mortgage payroetieing
homeless. The lack of available, affordable housingne of
the most serious failures over the nine years dfoviuParty
government. During their two terms in office, vacamrates
remained low and the supply of land for any typeesidential
development continues to be in short supply. Assallt, hous-
ing prices have skyrocketed, and this is not jusYlitehorse
problem. It is a Yukon-wide problem.

This is hurting our economy, as employers can’tuiec
and retain the staff necessary to run their busemesThe
Yukon Party is fond of saying that when it cameptiwer in
2002, 3,000 Yukoners — our young people; our priaimur
force — left Yukon to find work Outside. Well, togaoung
people and families are leaving the territory torkvim places
where housing is available and affordable.

The current government has studied the housing isad-
lessly but has failed to act on most of the exo¢lfecommen-
dations from various organizations and studies.cafedo bet-
ter. We can increase the housing options by imphtimg rec-

for the decision taken as it appears to have beee th a so-
cial policy vacuum.

| raise it today, Mr. Speaker, because we've seethé
past how the Yukon Party seeks the views of theforeprofit
sector and the public and then ignores the inpod Wwe have
seen the criticism levied by the Auditor Generalaod the
Yukon Party governments in the past for taking sleais with-
out sound policy rationale or a business caseaoe|

Mr. Speaker, today this House paid tribute to Steasdiff
for his long-standing and passionate advocacy Her most
vulnerable members of Yukon’s community. Steve doubt
understand how the Yukon Party could promise time @me
again to provide a youth shelter in Whitehorsewadl as to
create and increase the number of emergency ti@araitsec-
ond-stage and supported housing spaces for peasois&, and
never deliver. Today, I'm putting the governmentnatice that
we expect them to deliver on these promises thig,tiunlike
the failure to deliver over the last nine years.

Mr. Speaker, what was most noticeable about the@pe
from the Throne was what was not in it. Nowherdéofound
was any reference to the long-awaited social in@fustrategy.
This was an initiative the NDP championed and waeased
to support because we know that all the studiesesidience-
based research shows that when we begin to adtiresse-
quality in a real way, we begin to build a socialyd economi-
cally inclusive society. Also missing was any refae to the
40-year-oldLandlord and Tenant Act

The report of the select committee of the Legisatsaid
the act should be revised to incorporate best igecin resi-
dential tenancy legislation from across Canada. Yo&on
Party platform acknowledged the need to act on sl the
Official Opposition encourages the new governmergriact a
new residential tenancy act in its first year folilog the rec-
ommendations of the select committee of the Legistato
provide a legal framework for rental homes distifroim the
rules for commercial or agricultural properties.eThew act
must clearly outline the rights and responsibsite# both land-
lords and tenants, and it will require basic healtid safety
standards to be met in all rental units.

The Speech from the Throne is also threadbareénerce
to education. Yukon New Democrats are committetiaeing

ommendations iPA Home for Everyone: A Housing Action an education system that is creative and flexihel that pro-
Plan for Whitehorse —this report is one of the 13 studies in vides the relevant tools for Yukoners to succeethair work-

housing done over the last five years, | might addand by
adapting them to apply to the whole Yukon.
One of the benefits of the work done over the fast

ing lives and in their communities. We believe thatellence
in education for Yukoners should be guided by Hueication
Act, which was passed by a New Democratic governmedt a

years by Yukon non-government agencies and volwsiteereads: Yukoners expect their government to workltse the

committed to addressing the serious social issud¢isat a sig-
nificant body of evidence-based research and lrastipes and
experience gleaned from initiatives elsewhere reenbgath-
ered. So it was a surprise to hear in the Speech fine Throne
that the government decided to increase capacitieofSalva-
tion Army shelter as well as support for options iftdepend-
ent living. New Democrats do not doubt the singedf the

dedicated staff and volunteers of these organiastibut we do
think that there are valid questions to be raisedoathe basis

gap in educational outcomes, to eliminate bartiersducation
and support innovative programs that prepare tiweos of the
future to build a prosperous, compassionate YuKkbe. Yukon
Party has failed to provide Yukoners and their feasiwith the
kind of public education system they want and need.

The Auditor General reported that high school gegidn
rates are lower in the Yukon than most of Canadee &so
noted that the Department of Education was unablgemon-
strate that the public school system is adequgtedparing
students for the shift from high school to posteselary educa-
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tion or training in trades. The Official Oppositigvill encour-
age the government to commit to improving classramuca-
tion and outcomes by implementing the recommendsitiof
the Auditor General by setting specific targets goaduation
rates and grade achievement levels for all studants closing
the gap for First Nation students by preparing eisl for the
shift from high school to post-secondary educatiotraining
in trades by implementing a long-term facilities magement
plan that takes into account the condition and cipaf each
school and by restoring the partnerships in edocatihich
featured respectful relationships with educatois e Yukon
Teachers Association, parents and students, Fatibh, the
Commission scolaire francophone du Yukon, schoaincits
and Yukon College.

This morning, the government broke its first proenis its
new mandate. Just over three months ago, on theokanm
election, the Premier and then Education ministereiled a
self-congratulatory sign at the site of the new .FGollins
Secondary School. The government told Yukonersttiahew
school would be completed in September 2013.

According to a government news release issued fdtay
completion date has been pushed back to the fall0db to
ensure that the building design meets long-terncespad edu-
cational needs and to allow, again, for the potéimiclusion of
geothermal heating. Geothermal heating was annatdigiesign
element that was eliminated in the Yukon Party govent’s
rush to erect a new sign and host another sodAmiceéremony
less than two weeks before the territorial election

Ensuring the new F.H. Collins Secondary School stet
long-term space needs and student learning regeirenms an
admirable goal and including geothermal heatinghi: build-
ing design is the right thing to do, but today'shancement
begs an obvious question: why did the governmentowsider
these things in August when it rushed to make acprepaign
announcement?

While the Yukon Party has made vague promisesno tu
Yukon College into a northern university, we witrtinue to
encourage the government to support circumpolartlb@dini-
versity of northern initiatives. In addition, theukon New De-
mocratic Party will continue to focus on the importe of ex-
panding and improving early childhood educationgpams,
which will improve school readiness, student exgete and
outcomes.

As Yukon embraces the challenges and opportundfes
economic development, this Yukon government mustease
and support community-based literacy and numeradyea-
tives, to ensure that Yukoners are ready to takeem job op-
portunities.

In an ever-changing economic environment, we wdl b
calling upon the Yukon government to develop neexifile
training programs targeting those who are alreadyleyed so
that they can upgrade their skills, improve wages e more
productive.

It should go without argument that there is a nieedhis
government to build upon various school-basedatives, such
as the anti-bullying campaign. We will encourage fovern-
ment to develop and implement a diversity policypublic and

post-secondary learning centres to promote undetistg, re-
duce discrimination, combat violence and provide sahools
where all students feel safe and welcome.

Members of the Official Opposition were pleasechave
an opportunity to tour the new Whitehorse corredidacility
last week. | thank the ministers of Justice andhMigys and
Public Works for arranging that visit. But, as Leadf the
Official Opposition, | would be remiss if | did npbint out the
importance of the Yukon Party government taking learc
stance against the Harper government’s omnibuseciegisla-
tion, commonly referred to as Bill C-10. Yukon Né&emoc-
rats applaud the advances that have been made Wutkon to
bring a positive approach to community safety agstarative
justice. All that we as Yukoners have worked sodh#w
achieve in terms of restorative justice is put grilpby the
Harper ideologically-driven, fact-bereft, hard-omree legisla-
tion.

New Democrats believe that everyone must play &ipar
the solution if the root causes of crime are t@ldressed. We
stand behind our belief of personal responsibdityl account-
ability. However, we also recognize the validitytbé concerns
raised by the Canadian Bar Association and mangrattgani-
zations with respect to Bill C-10. We will agairgerthe Yukon
Minister of Justice to work with his federal, prowial and ter-
ritorial counterparts to support the Canadian Bssakiation in
its call for amendments to the proposed federahic@dl sen-
tencing laws contained in C-10, and especiallyehbst would
address and accommodate the disability known at d&tohol
spectrum disorder. It should not be treated asio&ah but
should be recognized as a disability.

Another important matter not referenced in the tiero
speech was the review of the Yukon’s police fotw was set
up in response to the death in custody of Raymadher®x.
The policing review and the accompanying Task Foooe
Acutely Intoxicated Persons at Risk set out sompoitant
principles that could and should guide policies pragrams in
this area. Yukoners again invested much time amaggnand
good faith in the process leading to these repédsthe Offi-
cial Opposition, we will hold the government to agnt to
develop an implementation strategy, in consultatigth First
Nations and women’s groups, to respond to the revemdla-
tions contained in the repoSharing Common Ground — Re-
view of Yukon'’s Police Force — Final Report.

Community policing and greater visibility are twmpor-
tant elements to strengthen relationships at thamwaenity level
between police and the communities and people eeye.
This is particularly important in my riding of Whkitorse Cen-
tre, where | have had many conversations with peaglout
their perceptions that they are not safe at nitplat, seniors are
afraid to walk alone and, as we saw this summaet, skexual
assaults continue to occur. The NDP believe thatpiblicing
contract should ensure that the RCMP meets thectagpmns
of Yukon people and communities. There needs tndreased
accountability and performance measures with ouésobuilt
into the contract services and this needs to bechedt with
strong roles with a new police council and publ@nplaints
body.
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Mr. Speaker, Yukon health care is the fastest grgves-
pect of the Yukon budget. The previous Yukon Padyern-
ment received a scathing rebuke from the OfficehefAuditor
General this year on all aspects of its managerotihiealth
care. So it was disappointing to see scant ackrigelment of
the challenges of delivering effective health ctyeand for
Yukoners.

Restating the decision to build hospitals, addim@ inew
element of a new emergency ward for Whitehorse @éne
Hospital, begs the question: has this new YukonyRgovern-
ment actually paid any attention to the studies, répports, the
public consultations? And has it any intention tb lBased on
solid, research-based evidence? Or, are we emigaokinmore
politically-motivated and costly spending? Whereerth are
challenges, there are also opportunities.

At the risk of being overly optimistic, | will asme, at
least for the time being, that the Premier andchikagues do
want to make the system work for patients, cliemtsrkers and
health care professionals. | will assume that ttegrier under-
stands that with more emphasis on wellness andeptien, on
client-centred approaches like collaborative cdneugh an
increased role of nurse practitioners and commelyased clin-
ics, and action — not avoidance — on the recomm@naaof
reports and studies, that we will find that we better able to
provide more cost-effective health care. And | gitl out on a
limb and assume that the new Minister of Financk diiect
that any public building project will be built basen the evi-
dence and needs, not on political calculation.

The Canadian Institute for Health Information hedexd as
recently as this past week that the three majot-aidgers for
health care are doctors, drugs and diagnostics.

The throne speech makes reference to two of tidseent
was an area that | would have expected the Prdmigike on
as a priority, and that is the escalating costre$gription drugs
and the antiquated legislation governing pharmatythe
Yukon. Another glaring omission from the governnestated
priorities is any mention of how or if mental héaltill be ad-
dressed. New Democrats believe mental health mesinb
cluded as part of a collaborative health care mo@elvern-
ment must act to address the fragmented way diffatepart-
ments and agencies seem to deal with this issuevansiill be
pressing this government to demonstrate how itris/iging
service for children and youth as a priority aslwasl ensuring
services are provided in communities outside oftéHorse.

New Democrats understand that intoxication anddolica
tion must be dealt with as a health and socialeissud not a
justice issue. We will be carefully encouraging Mimister of
Health and Social Services to make sure that thitines
suggested in the throne speech are the resultidérse-based
analysis to determine the appropriate service sacgsinclud-
ing prevention, harm reduction, medical detoxificat ser-
vices, counselling, residential treatment and aftee.

Guided by the belief that all persons are to baté with
compassion and dignity in a non-judgmental manndrkay the
recommendations of the Task Force on Acutely Irtabed
Persons at Risk, New Democrats will support irited that:
(1) adopt a harm-reduction approach; (2) resuthancreation

of a 24-hour accessible shelter near a soberingrecetetox
facility; and (3) result in the creation of a sdhgrcentre in
downtown Whitehorse where acutely intoxicated pessat
risk are taken when they are detained.

Mr. Speaker, | have already commented on the netai
sence of any reference to tifekon Socialnclusion and Pov-
erty Reduction Stratedgunched two years ago by the previous
Yukon Party government. | hope that this is noidative of a
lack of political will to tackle complex and intetated prob-
lems. Poverty is consistently linked to poor hedlbhver liter-
acy, poor school performance for children, morenetigreater
public health care costs, increased policing cdstg, produc-
tivity and foregone economic activity. It costs a, Mr.
Speaker.

Poverty reduction is much less costly than allowpay-
erty to continue and paying for the consequencese&tch has
been done on the cost of poverty reduction in toikoyi and
the cost of poverty in the Yukon. We do not needrenie-
search; we need action and we will work with th@egament
to expand involvement and engage the public thraughore
open and transparent process, including the publEase of
the research already completed suchivlist We Heardnd the
cost of poverty reports that were completed morths and
have not been made available publicly.

We will work with the government on initiatives theut
forward to provide individuals and families in neeidh social
assistance at rates that reflect real costs imralhs, not just
food rates, and specifically ensure that the hagusiltocation
allows clients to live in a safe, modest accommiodatl had
the opportunity to do a brief walkabout with theridter of
Health and Social Services last week in one ofhibtels com-
monly used by Yukoners on social assistance. lebelihe
knows that these accommodations are not adequate.

New Democrats were pleased to hear in the throeectp
that this government is committed to protectingserving and
celebrating Yukon'’s pristine environment, sensigo®systems
and wilderness landscapes. The Official Oppositi®nalso
committed to holding this government accountabledib ac-
tions or inaction that has the potential to negdyivmpact on
this precious legacy. Yukoners know that our witdess is
unigue in the world. We know that abundant wildlWast wild
lands and clean fish-rich waters have supportetbugillen-
nia. They are an important part of our identityd avur deep
attachment to the Yukon’s vast, sprawling landscépen the
Southern Lakes to the North Slope, are an impogaritof our
history.

We also know that what we enjoy today should als@ab
vital part of our legacy for future generationsdag Yukoners
throughout the territory are calling for greatespect for the
values of conservation and protection and for astithat are
based on the sound and responsible managemerg &futton
environment. Yukoners support and seek sustairddlelop-
ment — development that knows and respects envieoteh
limits and that will benefit all Yukoners today airdthe years
to come. Yukon New Democrats understand that. iBhahy a
Yukon New Democratic government passed the YuEawi-
ronment AcRO years ago.



24 HANSARD December 5, 2011

My experience has shown that for the last nine syetlie
Yukon Party has managed the Yukon’s economy a¢xpense
of the Yukon environment. The management approah
been simple: remove any and all obstacles to dpwedot
where possible, including sound environmental adstrand
ignore the voices of ordinary Yukoners, First Nati@nd advi-
sory boards calling for greater environmental resjaility and
caution.

The New Democratic Party Official Opposition pledde
work in cooperation with the Yukon government tgplement
a management approach for the Yukon’s environnteatt lte-

and also identify approaches for land use planmihgre land
claims are not yet settled.

h The practice of the predecessor Yukon governmest ha
been to foist difficult decisions on to others.dple this gov-
ernment will take a different course. But tonigtite City of
Whitehorse council will be meeting to address ateatious
issue. As Leader of the NDP, | do not quibble wfta right of
the municipal government to work within the framelvof the
City of Whitehorse’s official community plan.

What | do find offensive is the fact that the YukBarty
has effectively created yet another crisis situmtstemming

longs in the 2% century. Anything short of that is unaccept- from its failure to effectively work with all paréms to address

able.

Another major gap in the throne speech was anyarte
to the Peel Watershed Planning Commission repaodtt iem
recommendations, or, for that matter, to land usernpng at
all. The Peel watershed, including the Wind, Snakd Bon-
net Plume rivers and the lands they flow througile, @mong
the world’s great wilderness landscapes. Estabkstinof a
special management regime for this area is longdaee The
NDP supports and respects the land use plannirgegses that
were negotiated in thembrella Final AgreementWe believe
the Peel Watershed Planning Commission has fouadigjmt
balance between preservation and development. Wecavi-
tinue to urge the government to accept and actherrécom-
mendations of the final report of the Peel WatedsRi&anning
Commission, to set aside 80 percent of the watdrsisecon-
servation areas.

Mr. Speaker, earlier | described the sorry situatimat Al-
berta finds itself in with rampant development &mel need for
land use planning. They have finally come to thalization
that the negotiators in Yukon did long ago over therse of
many years at the table — namely, that land usespleelp
avoid or resolve land use conflicts. Land use plar@age
uncontrolled development and bring certainty tlatdl is used
for the best purpose. The best purpose could haicdypes of
development or conservation. Land use plans iniagpe@n-
agement areas are guaranteed instruments in FatgirNland
claim agreements for managing development and rikgom-
ment throughout the Yukon. After two terms in goweent,
the Yukon Party has achieved little and alienatechyn Land
use planning and the establishment of special neanegt ar-
eas, agreed to long ago in land claim agreemergsstalled
due to a complete absence of political will.

Worse, the Yukon Party has rolled back the clockpuld
say, in this area to the pre-land claims colon&dtpThe result
has been enormous public frustration and unceyta@xtensive
land-use conflicts and debate and a view by marst Nations
that final agreement commitments have been brakés.past
time to make land use planning a government-widkripr by
(1) expediting the process at the municipal, larad regional
levels with full public involvement in decision-mak; and (2)
fully and effectively implementing the planning pisions of
First Nations final land claim agreements.

The Yukon NDP believes that it is imperative to coitnto
a timetable for the completion of regional land ysans in
accordance with chapter 11 of First Nation finateggnents

the growing demand for land for residential and wwrtial
purposes. It fueled the fire by providing $500,080@he City of
Whitehorse for planning work associated with Po@eeek D
prior to finalizing its own work with respect todtdetermina-
tion of the extent of the endowment lands for Yukoollege.
The Yukon government owns this land and must watk the
City of Whitehorse, Kwanlin Dun, Ta’an Kwach'an Gumil

and Yukon College to assist them, where appropriatprotect
the Mcintyre Creek corridor in Whitehorse for itsigque envi-
ronmental, recreational, and educational qualitiesnust do
this before decisions are made about whether oitrebtould
be developed for residential purposes.

| was pleased to see mention of a water strategihén
throne speech. | will suspend my cynicism as tothérethe
33Y Legislative Assembly will actually see it, as heit the 31
nor 32% saw fruits of previous promises to develop a campr
hensive water strategy.

Controlled development helps ensure responsiblesldev
opment that respects environmental limits and ptstenvi-
ronmental conditions. Over the last nine years Ythkon Party
has paid only lip service to environmental monitgrand en-
forcement of controls on development. Under-resedirgov-
ernment monitoring of land and water use and inadtgen-
forcement of permit conditions has created the ngite for
long-term, adverse environmental impacts.

Yukon New Democrats are committed to environmental
monitoring enforcement that meets®2dentury standards and
practices. The Official Opposition calls upon thekgn Party
government to establish effective and efficientimmmental
monitoring and enforcement standards and practicat an-
ticipate and keep pace with development so thatoYiykeople
can be confident that regulations are followed #rad signifi-
cant environmental problems are avoided or effettiman-
aged. We call upon the government to work coopextiwith
industry to enhance government’s capacity to morata in-
spect industrial, commercial or recreational usk$and and
water to ensure better compliance with the regwyategime
and to implement best practices.

Mr. Speaker, we have heard time and time againdbat
to the high commodity prices the Yukon economyxisegienc-
ing rapid growth in all industrial sectors. The lidrage for any
government with an eye on the future is to takeaathge of
the current growth and plan for that future. Oumrent growth
is spurred on by increased activity in the minimgter. We
must prepare for the inevitable downturn in worletah prices.
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Sadly, the throne speech was largely silent on wfhiat
government plans to do to diversify our small ecopo

The risk with being too dependent on one industigh as
mining, is all too well-known to the Yukon. The ing&ble bust
is destructive and harmful to people in every comityu We
need to ensure that more people actually beneifih four cur-
rent economic upturn. Unfortunately, too many pecgrle be-
ing left behind. They are on the sidelines looKiogaffordable
housing or have jobs that pay little more than munin wage.
As the Official Opposition, the New Democratic Barnews
our call for an aggressive economic strategy, linteea strong
community and social strategy that strengthens logal
economies, creates opportunities for Yukon-basesinbases
during the current boom and seeks out opporturiigesliver-
sification and that recognizes First Nations areirtdevelop-
ment corporations as an integral part of the Yukoconomy.

We renew our call to recognize that small busiresse
the heart of our economy. They supply the necesgawys and
services for our daily lives. They provide servitcesndustry
and government. They are integral to the tourigtailrand arts
and culture sectors. They are important to a stramg vital
economy. Most small businesses just want governreeget
out of the way and make their lives easier, witslbureauc-
racy. Some want a helping hand to get started antemes
some assistance with the inevitable ups and dofvoarcecon-
omy.

Yukoners expect to get their fair share of miniegenues.
It is time for the Yukon government to take acttorbring in a
royalty regime for the Zicentury.

Mr. Speaker, the throne speech set out a humberof
posed major projects intended to address Yukon'srggn
needs. As Leader of the Official Opposition, | givatice now
that we will expect thorough and open consultatonall as-
pects of these proposed projects. Massive capifsreditures
that have the potential to saddle future generatioith heavy
debt is unconscionable and unacceptable.

| note that the throne speech sets out a renewerkst in
the development of the natural gas industry in Yukr.
Speaker, | was at the Vuntut Gwitchin General Addgrthis
summer when Northern Cross made a presentatidnetaiti-
zens of Old Crow about a new Chinese investor hal plans
to utilize both conventional and unconventional —hieh es-
sentially translates into hydraulic fracturing wrore com-
monly known as “fracking” — means of extraction.

In the interest of full and transparent communaratilet
me be clear. The New Democratic Official Oppositiwiil
oppose any use of unconventional means to extibahd gas
in the Yukon.

We expect the Yukon government to set a moratoam
fracking in this industry until and unless envircemtal con-
cerns can be addressed.

Another area where the throne speech was scanétail d

New Democrats encourage this government to strength was with respect to tourism. Yukon’s tourism indyshas

and support small businesses and micro-econontiatiues by
helping chambers of commerce and small enterpitisdsvel-
oping business and marketing plans; to reduce ameer rates;
to develop distributed training models for smalsimess own-
ers who do not have the time to travel or take tiroen work
for professional development; to target new trainimograms
for those already working to increase their skaltsl productiv-
ity; to work together with other agencies and pendrthat offer
programs that assist small businesses so thatssyagort can
be accessed smoothly with less red tape.

We encourage the government to implement the pesiti
suggestions from the government procurement reviéw a
view to increasing the purchasing of Yukon goods services
and improving the contracting processes, so theat #ne trans-
parent and fair. We encourage the government tialmmiate
with all levels of government to establish publiansportation
infrastructure and business opportunities, so Yukioners can
access job opportunities and businesses, both smdllarge,
can get their products to market.

Yukon New Democrats know mining inside and out. Man
New Democrat MLASs, past and present, have workethé
industry and have proudly represented miners, tfaiilies
and their communities. We know the importance ofkivy
with industry and communities to create sustainatasponsi-
ble mining where environmental and safety standeacs
paramount, where jobs and business opportunitiesrerated
locally, and where Yukoners are not left holding exrviron-
mental liability when the mine closes.

emerged over the last two decades as a vital sanotban im-
portant foundation of the Yukon economy. It hasveroto be a
good investment of public funds with a strong ecoitoreturn
to Yukon communities and businesses. This sectsrnmach
untapped potential that will allow it to expand New Democ-
ratic Official Opposition will support initiativedy the gov-
ernment that demonstrate a close partnership Wwéehtdurism
industry to support its continued and growing cdmotiion of
economic benefits to the territory by assistingitiversify the
market and increase the profile of the Yukon asaryound
destination.

The Official Opposition was encouraged by the nwmnin
the Speech from the Throne with respect to foodiritgcand
we will encourage the Yukon Party government tocelan-
creased emphasis on food security and local foodymtion,
community-based agricultural initiatives and comityn
greenhouses. It is important that we develop a-teng strat-
egy for increased incentives for food productiod #me NDP
will be looking for evidence that the Yukon govermh is
making sure that existing agricultural land is usaedagricul-
tural purposes and not other purposes.

The Yukon is a special place where we can enjogrdiv
cultures, a rich heritage and a vibrant arts comtypue are
able to enjoy the art of a tremendous variety affqreners,
artists working a range of media forms, musiciand aound
producers, theatre actors, film and television wosk visual
artists, artisans, storytellers, writers, photogeap and sculp-
tors. This sector is supported by great administsaand has a
number of excellent venues created over the yeahlp pro-
file our historical and modern art and culture. sTBector is
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important to both our social and economic well-geso it was
surprising to see only vague mention of it in theohe speech.
Given the growth in the arts and cultural sectbe New De-
mocratic Party believes it is time to develop ayg@s cultural

initiative that fosters collaboration among musibeatre,

dance, visual arts and other participants in Yukaniltural life

to share regionally, nationally and internationally

The throne speech heavily promotes the boomingaugn
but makes no reference to the importance of enguhiat the
workforce that makes that boom happen is respettesl NDP
will press and continue to press the Yukon govemtnie en-
sure the independence of the workers’ advocateb®lleve it
is time to review the mandate and organizatiorhis position
through consultation with affected workers, labobusiness
and other affected groups, and we call upon theigouent to
finally act to bring in legislation within the firgyear of its new
tenure as Government of Yukon to protect young wwkrom
injury and death on the job through minimum ageunesments
in certain occupations and through mandatory tngimih over-
sight of young workers, as well as foreign workevkp, by the
nature of language and other barriers, may requibee over-
sight and safeguards.

We note the mention of a school of mining at Yukowi-
lege in the throne speech. The NDP supports udgiligation
and training so that there are more jobs for Yukena& school
of northern mining makes sense. It can be arguatdittishould
have happened years ago. We don’t want to seeia, fily-out
economy, where its non-resident labourers are dtiiegbulk
of work, not paying taxes in Yukon and not buyimgnfi local
stores. We know that under the Yukon Party theipubteives
scant payment in the form of royalties for our nadevealth.
We will scrutinize this government’s approach tsune more
benefits of mining stay in the territory.

Earlier this year, the Yukon Party negotiated meuithor-
ity to permit more short-term, temporary foreignriars to
work in mining and the service sector. We undecstédmt
sometimes our small population cannot fulfill biesiges’ la-
bour needs. We have persistent unemployment in ¥ wakon-
munities.

The challenge now is to have more Yukoners working
mining and we will be watching that the temporaoyeign
workers program is not the long-term strategy faming sector
jobs. We will be watching to make sure that temppfareign
workers and Yukon nominees have full rights andeations.

The throne speech focused on the demand for nemgyene
sources. Earlier, | touched on the controversiacess of
fracking in order to exploit natural gas. Securimeyv sources
of energy is an environmental and an economic iSaleeneed
to limit and minimize energy generation from disyurces and
increase energy from renewables.

It goes without saying that one of the biggest deéof
the Yukon Party was the attempted secret saledacaunted,
fire-sale price of Yukon Energy Corporation’s asdetATCO,
a large multinational private corporation basedlberta. The
Yukon New Democratic Party will push for the contéd pub-
lic ownership of Yukon Energy Corporation and issets. It is
a public resource owned by Yukoners and is simpy for

sale. As the Yukon government moves to increaseralipires

on energy, we will urge the Yukon government tosplagisla-

tion to prevent any Yukon government from sellitegsing or

disposing of electrical generation and transmississets of the
Yukon Energy Corporation and Yukon Development ©cap

tion.

We will support investments through our Crown cogpo
tions in projects that generate electricity thaafferdable, reli-
able and renewable. While we talk about that, wesha rec-
ognize that system and infrastructure problems heotebeen
addressed sufficiently. There are simply too mamwer inter-
ruptions and outages, and measures to encouragereation
have gone by the wayside. It's time for change.dAte and we
must do better. At the same time, we expect theo¥iuov-
ernment to develop a conservation strategy thalt aghieve
results in the short term and the long term by mimg and
rewarding conservation through a range of prograntsincen-
tives, including new building standards and inoesgj district
heating and other measures for new construction.

Mr. Speaker, the throne speech makes referencere c
tinuing to implement cooperative governance andngaships.
Partnership means working with people to set comgmais,
not dividing to conquer. Integrity means dealingnéstly and
openly. Trust is built upon mutual respect and ocaty be
earned over time.

New Democrats recognize that much must be done-to r
store faith in the Yukon government. We believe dygmv-
ernment means elected members listen to peoplevaridre-
sponsibly with other governments, the public senand pub-
lic advisory boards for the good of all Yukon peapl

Yukon New Democrats welcome the commitment in the
throne speech, and | quote: “...practising open, @uzble,
fiscally responsible government and to working ¢ardively
with all members of this House to improve the ofieraof its
committees and the proceedings of the Legislature.”

Yukon New Democrat governments are no strangers-to
sponsible fiscal management. Yukon New Democraliseni
courage this government to engage in a participaipproach
to budget making, from the bottom up, to involvek¥n peo-
ple, First Nations, NGOs and community organizationiden-
tifying community priorities for capital and prognaexpendi-
tures. We will encourage this government to provisare in-
formation in a timely way about budgets and spegdind we
will be making careful and progressive suggestionthe gov-
ernment, designed to facilitate a truly open apghnd® finan-
cial accountability, both during budget debate &mdughout
the year.

Mr. Speaker, New Democrats recognize that the Audit
General applies high standards of fiscal accoulitialin the
public interest when it reviews Yukon governmenem@ions
and reports to the Legislature through the PublixdAints
Committee. Yukon New Democrats also believe thataben-
cies and individuals charged with watching over @perations
of government that warn all of us of the abusepafer are
allies of good government, not enemies. Governnséiould
listen to and heed their input. There are some dvgments
that we will be pushing for over the next while rmumding
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Yukon'’s advocates — our watchdogs. They includeHbeman
Rights Commission, the child and youth advocatéceffind
the Ombudsman.

| mentioned that | came to political life afterang career
as a public servant for provincial, municipal ardidral gov-
ernments, as well as an aboriginal organizatioAustralia. |

A Yukon New Democrat government introduced theraise it today because as Leader of the New Densydreec-
Yukon Human Rights Acinore than 20 years ago, and we be-ognize that public servants are not in the pulgitese and they

lieve the work of the Human Rights Commission ifuada-
mental force for fairness in Yukon society. TheiG# Oppo-
sition believes it is time to support the indeperaie of the
commission so it can do its work in an effectival aimely
manner. It's time to effect the necessary changethat the
commission reports directly to this Legislaturés Itime to
address the recommendations of the Select Comnutiddu-
man Rights and the law reform consultation, ansl tithe to
adopt amendments to existing legislation to elin@rall legal
barriers for same-sex spouses.

Mr. Speaker, New Democrats firmly believe that dréh
and youth are vulnerable members of society. Hogy tare
treated affects whether they will contribute toistcas adults
or become continuing clients of social and cormtiservices.

The office of the child and youth advocate is iety
new; however, in its short tenure, it has becomarcthat it is
essential that the advocate report to the Yukoridlayre, and
not through a minister, to ensure that our colecefforts to
meet the needs of youth and children are subjeatiependent
oversight.

A Yukon New Democratic government established the o

fices of the Ombudsman and Information and Priv@oynmis-
sioner. We believe that oversight of bureaucraticcedure,
access to information, and protection of privacg assential
elements for a working democracy. There was referém the
throne speech to the Ombudsman and InformationPaivdcy
Commissioner, and we support the notion that inlagle a full-
time position, to ensure adequate responses tacpdéiands
for service, sufficient time to find solutions taoplems, to
ensure that public access to records is provide@ imore
timely manner, and to ensure the prevention of thuaized
collection, use and disclosure of personal inforomat

We also support the amendments toAlseess to Informa-
tion and Protection of Privacy A¢d bring it up to current Ca-
nadian standards and to increase access to informatile
protecting privacy.

should not be dragged into this Assembly as a meé&me-
flecting attention from the fact that the politicdirection
comes from the Premier and Cabinet. The publicisemust
not only be seen to be separate from the politmatl jt must be
allowed to operate at arm’s length if it is to b@ected to offer
quality, objective policy advice, even at timedingl the Pre-
mier or a minister that an idea may be good palitlaut poor
public policy — that is, they must have the freedtmrspeak
truth to power.

New Democrats value the work of government emplsyee
We respect their contributions to the developmenpublic
policy and their participation in the operationgyofzernment.

We also recognize that government employees arteent
to a life outside of work, where they may have apis that
differ from those of the government of the day. TD#icial
Opposition will continue to raise issues in thisude to address
the culture of fear that has developed in receatsithin the
Yukon public service, which has smothered employaktity
to express their views to the political level withgovernment
and also limited their involvement in public issumsside of
government.

New Democrats understand that wrongdoing may aggim
occur in government, despite the measures in placsafe-
guard democracy. If public servants become awanerohg-
doing in the public service, we believe they shooddable to
report it without fear. Previous Yukon Party goweents have
refused to act on this important legislation. Wél wige the
government to enact, as a priority, effective waisiower
legislation to protect employees who report wronggdrom
retaliation from superiors, co-workers and others.

New Demoaocrats believe that open and respectfultdaha
the Yukon Legislature can contribute to better goreent. Our
goal is a more open, respectful and business-liégidlature
and a more fiscally accountable government. | tehaged, by
a letter to the Premier, some ideas on how we cakenthis
more than just a good idea, by opening discussiith koth

Yukon New Democrats believe that openness and-trandlembers of the Legislative Assembly and the public.

parency make for better government. New Democrteg-
nize that lobbyists are part of the political systélowever, we
also know that the public has a legitimate feat lblabyists are
being paid by private interests to influence goweent deci-
sions that may have an excessive or unfair impat. will
continue pushing in a renewed way to ensure thatyiikon
government introduce new legislation to govern lobb ac-
tivities that will require the registration of loyikts, set out a
code of conduct, and impose penalties for violation

Our conflicts commissioner called for this modeatian,
among others, and we in the Official Oppositioniarsupport.
It is no surprise that across the country lobbyegjslation is
in place and the Yukon needs to join with the cdghe coun-
try in ensuring this aspect of transparency.

Yukon New Democrats believe that the commissions,
board, committees and advisory councils set up udé&on
law can provide vital advice to responsive and oesfble gov-
ernment. They were set up by law for valid reasamg their
input must be given fair and due consideration.Wdet to see
an open process for making appointments to boardscam-
mittees and that public advisory bodies are repitasiges of
the full range of Yukon people — women and menstHita-
tions, young and old, urban and rural.

Yukon New Democrats believe in a cooperative and co
laborative working relationship with all Yukon coramities. It
was a Yukon New Democratic government that padsei -
nicipal Actthat established greater autonomy and fiscal respo
sibility for local governments. Although there aeferences to
the “Our Towns, Our Future” process in the thropeesh, we



28 HANSARD

December 5, 2011

believe that its scope is limited to financial agpeand as a Whitehorse for high school at the ripe old age 4fIt's funny
result theMunicipal Actreview process is not formalized and what three years of being away from your parents laome

leads to confusion and misunderstanding. Municgféitials
and citizens would benefit from a clear understagddf the
process and a timeline for futuxéunicipal Actreviews. Yukon
New Democrats believe further changes are requimethe

life can do to a teenager.

When | graduated in 1986, there were only fourghion
my mind: making money, beer, girls and cars, inpadicular
order. Just days following graduation, | conviné&atd Adams

Municipal Actto better guarantee public participation in deci-to hire me on at Nuway Crushing. | soon got a qlésison on

sion-making and accountability for decisions bycedd offi-
cials. Recent court decisions require amendmenthed/u-

all four of the previously mentioned items.
| thoroughly enjoyed the next three years as ahemus

nicipal Actin consultation with local governments and localhound and will always be grateful to Rod and Cdooltheir

people to enhance accountability and participation.

In closing, | restate my commitment as Leader ef@ffi-
cial Opposition to work along with my caucus cofjaas to
serve Yukoners. We look forward to working with thkird
Party and the members opposite. May we approactctibe
lenge and the opportunities placed before us asstyr of the
people with open minds, candour and tenacity. Mayde so
guided with the simple, but profound words of Doreldér
Camara: “Beware the death of ideals.”

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Hassard:
stand here in front of you all today, representimg riding of
Pelly-Nisutlin. I would like to take this opportumpito thank all
of the wonderful people from this riding for thepport and the
trust that they have placed in me. | will do myweest to en-
sure that their issues and concerns are addressai iHouse
over the next five years.

I would also like to utilize this time to congradté my col-
leagues, as well as members of all the partiehein élection
or re-election to this Legislative Assembly. To aflthe indi-
viduals who ran in this election successfully ot,i@ommend
and thank you.

Not everyone has the ability or desire to run fobl of-
fice, but without choices we do not have a true denacy and
| personally feel that that is very important. |wa like to say
a special thank you to my family and friends wheéhbeen so
supportive through the whole election process. Rugna cam-
paign is definitely not a one-person job and withibweir untir-
ing dedication, it would have been a much moradliff jour-
ney.

Mr. Speaker, who is Stacey Hassard? Well, | waa Baly
4, 1969 in Fort St. John, British Columbia. I'm ttiérd and
youngest son of Bob and Evelyn Hassard. We moveitheéo
Yukon in my first year of life, so | guess | carnlldhe Yukon
my true home.

| attended Teslin School for grades 1 through 9, spent
most of my summers roaming the hills and valleysngf par-
ents’ outfitting concession. In 1978, my parentschased the
Nisutlin Trading Post, Teslin’s only grocery stolewas there
after school that | decided | needed to pursuereecahat in-
volved dealing with the public at large. Now, ifyanf you
have ever spent any time in a community, you knbat the
general store can be quite a mixing pot of people i@eas
coming and going. This is probably where both nogtter and
| got introduced to politics, of a sense. | workadthe store
every afternoon and Saturday until 1983 when | rdoef to

Mr. Speaker, it's truly an honour to

amazing patience with me. It was during these ytwaisan old
friend of my father's moved to Teslin, and he braubis two
daughters with him. The youngest and prettieshefttvo was
soon to be the most important thing in my life. Nifita couple
of years, | had moved home from the road of crughirad a
young daughter and was making plans for marriage.

In the summer of 1991, | had a brainstorm and phcke
my pregnant wife and young daughter and headed toackat
| thought then was my homeland — Fort St. John.im@uthe
next 12 months, | was to receive what were probabhecome
two of the most valuable life lessons that | nowown This
period, even though | didn't know it at the timeasvprobably
the key that directed me toward politics. Duringttparticular
summer, northern B.C. was a boom. Life was great.
Christmas, you couldn’t buy a job. | spent mosthe winter
rebuilding cats and scrapers for an old friend loa promise
that when he got work, he would square up with Tt leads
into life lesson number one: it's hard to suppofamily with-
out a job and an economy.

In January of that same winter, my wife gave bidlour
second child, our only son. He was a wonderful dift he had
a few issues. He was born two months prematurd, witder-
developed lungs and weighed four pounds, nine cuwéhin
hours after birth, he was on a plane to the Royak#ndra
Hospital in Edmonton. The next two weeks clued m&ihow
important a health care system really can be — iapo life
lesson number two.

My son is now 19 years old, five feet, 10 inched amer
200 pounds, so apparently he caught up somewheng ¢he
line. By the spring of 1992, the B.C. economy wtil$ um-
bling. Now, our fathers can be pretty shrewd andearis no
exception.

Knowing our determination as a young family to work
things out on our own, he called me to say thatdéeded help
with a job that he had taken on at the Watson Laikgort. It
took me about three and half hours to have evergthbwned
packed, the back of the truck tarped in, and he&deak to the
Yukon. | don’t plan on leaving any time soon. Ag thext few
years progressed, | continued to work with my fathed
brothers in their construction business. With liirth of our
third child, and the older two getting on to schage, | de-
cided to run for school council.

| did two terms as chair of the Teslin School Calyaand |
stepped aside to let my wife run, and she too wasessful. In
the spring of 2002, my wife and | purchased theutliis Trad-
ing Post from my parents. We soon after purchased\orth
Lake Motel. We constructed a new grocery storeexphnded
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our business to include the gas station and mestelel. This
proved to be a very good move and it was nice te laur
children be able to work with us, as | had theifgge of doing
with my own parents.

In 2008, | ran successfully for town council foetiillage
of Teslin and was re-elected in the last electignere | sat as
deputy mayor until October of this year, when | wetected as
MLA for Pelly-Nisutlin.

In the spring of 2011, we sold our business and the
summer off to plan our next challenge in life. Foe, it was
the decision to run for politics, and here | am.

Well, Mr. Speaker, enough of the past — what atibat
future? As Pelly-Nisutlin is one of the largestimigs by geog-
raphy, it's probably one of the most diverse ad,welth three
communities — Faro, Ross River and Teslin — anceise
small pockets of constituents in such places asSgp Lake,
Johnsons Crossing and Little Salmon. Thankfullsnjloy driv-
ing.

As | said earlier, Pelly-Nisutlin is one of the rhakverse
ridings in the Yukon. It consists of two separatestFNations
— the Teslin Tlingit Council and the Ross River Begbouncil
— and it also has Faro, which is the only Yukon ommity
with no First Nation. Another twist to the dynamiosthis is
that while TTC has been practising self-governnfentquite
some time, the Ross River Dena Council has yeigto & final
agreement.

This being said, there are still several issues d@ha rele-
vant to the riding as a whole. One of these isssebat of
wildlife harvesting, moose in particular. In theslie Tlingit
traditional territory, one main area of interesttlie Nisutlin
River. Ross River has the North Canol, while Faas the area
behind the mine. All of these areas are frequebtetiunters
from throughout the Yukon and the locals to eadmadrave
concerns of over-harvesting by non-locals. When kaue a
family that has traditionally hunted sustainablyain area for
many years — in some cases, a century or moreis-sitme-
what distressful for them to think of possibly hayito move to
a new area to fulfill their traditional harvest.

| believe strongly that hunters need to understaedim-
portance of providing the governments, both teridtoand
First Nations, with accurate numbers and informmatad all
game, either harvested or not. This valuable inftiom can
help everyone involved so that departments can niratedi-
gent decisions on how to best deal with arisingess

Another area of concern is land availability. Nomhen
we are talking about an area of this magnitudeaitlly seems
possible that this could be an issue, but it iaml a firm be-
liever that everyone should have the right to thpootunity to
own their own land. | also feel that this is a hjgfority with
this Yukon Party government. This leads into tlseiésof hous-
ing shortages. It is hard to deal with housing éssifiyou don't
have anywhere to build the houses.

The Town of Faro has a need for infrastructure ages.
Some of the facilities were built by the mine, ahdy are get-
ting old and are due for some renovations. In ofdefaro to
entice tourists, there is a need for road improvese

A few of the attractions in Faro are the sheep amahe
viewing festivals, Pelly Valley Festival, the Fdtmeweed Fes-
tival — all wonderful events. Faro is said to be tfiukon’s
best kept secret. Maybe it's time to reveal to téest of the
world that secret. With the mine clean-up budget tlie
neighbourhood of $20 million next year, and the remaus
amount of staking in the area, | feel that thera great poten-
tial for Faro.

Ross River is also in a staking boom, and the piateis
wonderful there as well. They are in the processoofipleting
approximately a $1-million road upgrade, as weltlas water
system upgrade and arsenic removal system. Onftth@i on
March 15 of this year, the Minister of Communityr8ees at
the time, Archie Lang, had a press release conmyitd re-
building the recreation centre that was destroyed Hevastat-
ing fire.

Teslin is in the design stages of receiving a netewwell
and arsenic removal system as well. Teslin is pteparing for
street upgrades in the spring. With the great loélthe com-
munity development fund, the Village of Teslin wasently
able to complete the mezzanine and viewing ar¢leorena.

We, too, have a new seniors complex in Teslin, faod
seniors have now moved in. As you can see, thiemonent is
committed to helping the communities of the Yukord anot
just Whitehorse.

Mr. Speaker, the economy is an issue that is vieigecto
my heart. This government refers to it as “pathwaygrosper-
ity”. It's important to continue to work with allgstners, indus-
tries, First Nations, governments, as well as #defal gov-
ernment. By doing this, we can establish a grezdainty for
access to resources, water licences and permitsdating a
clear permitting regime with established timelin€kis should
put us on par with other jurisdictions in Canadat thave suc-
cessful regimes.

We are also committed to providing access to lamdek-
ploration and development. | understand the impagaof con-
tinuing to work with the Government of Canada tsotee the
issues pertaining to the problems with tifekon Environ-
mental and Socio-Economic Assessment gt theYukon

Waters Act Seeking the participation of the resource sector

industries on ways to encourage new investmentspanuote
the growth of current investors is always a chaéiut one
well worth working on.

Because of the hard work and dedication of this oruk
Party government, the Yukon has done well in th&t paars
and will continue to do well in the future. Thisayethe Yukon
saw nearly $300 million in exploration spending2@4million
in mineral production and over 108,000 new quattints
staked. Approximately 300,000 people visited thekdfu this
year, helping retail sales top $650 million. Itinsportant that
this government does everything in its power tgokies trend
moving forward, and | believe that we have the téaplace to
succeed with this endeavour.

In regard to this team, we have a very diverse gfun-
dividuals, from many long-standing and experiencexisters,
to new MLAs such as myself. | believe with the leesthip of
the experienced and the new and refreshing idedkeohew
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members, the next five years will be an excitingetihere in
the Yukon.

In closing, I'd just like to remind everyone heoglay that
because we sit on opposite sides of the floorjntgerative to
remember that at the end of the day, we're all faréhe same
cause: the betterment of the Yukon. Once again kel to
thank everyone for their support and trust, anddnpse to
work hard for all.

Thank you. Gunilschish.

Mr. Elias:
you, on behalf of our caucus, on your appointmeitist we
will see a greater civility in decorum in this Chaen. | must
say, as | look around the Chamber today, | recegthiat there
are about six or seven long-time hockey players atgonow
members of the Assembly, and I've actually witndsse been
on the receiving end of a lot of on-ice hockey lirgak, and it
is my hope that that kind of dialogue actually staythe local
hockey rinks around the territory and that it ddiesnter the
Chamber. FoHansards purposes, | am saying this with a
smile on my face.

We also extend our congratulations to the Prenmidrthe
Yukon Party caucus for winning the 2011 electionweell as
well wishes to the new Leader of the Official Opgioa and
her caucus, and of course my colleague, the Homibée for
Klondike, who, | might add, received the most votésany
MLA during the election. | wish you all well.

On a personal note, | would like to recognize thet that
we sadly lost three members of this Assembly whwasented
Yukoners during the 32 legislative sitting: Mr. Todd Hardy,
Mr. Steve Cardiff, and Mr. John Edzerza. It kindpots things
into perspective for me when we lose our colleaguet be-
fore their time.

On behalf of the great Vuntut Gwitchin riding thatfull
of such richness and grandeur, and on behalf ofdh@nunity
of Old Crow, let me express my profound gratitude the
privilege of addressing this Assembly today.

Firstly, I want to thank my wife and my children,ym
friends and family and all of my supporters fomstiag by my
side and believing in me once again. | say to yumlay that |
humbly accept the confidence of the people of OtdwCto
lead as your MLA. It will be an honour to once aghelp our
citizens’ vision forward.

Secondly, | stand here today to salute each andg eve
of my constituents and say to those whose supgavé yet to
earn that | will be your MLA too, and | need youzl if we
are to be as successful as we can, because werhumiemore
work to do.

To those Yukoners who put their names forward t&kse
the confidence of the citizens of this territorytire last elec-
tion to be an MLA, | also salute you for your hardrk and
your courage. You may not have won this time aroumd as
our territory’s political history has proven, aniyt can happen
at any time, so you just might get another chance.

| stand here today, humbled by the tasks thatdacegrate-
ful for the trust my constituents have bestowedni® and al-
ways mindful of the sacrifices borne by our citigehroughout

the times of our Gwich’in nation. Over the yearsnof tenure
as the MLA for the Vuntut Gwitchin riding, many ofir elders
and community members have also passed away. | krow
this day, they look down on me with pride.

When the boundaries commission did its work in 2002
recognized the unique situation of my electoratridis It rec-
ognized the importance of the Vuntut Gwitchin rglihaving
its own representative in this Assembly due to anlper of
special circumstances, some of which are that ifi@gr is
sparsely populated and remote, that my ridingnsoat exclu-

Mr. Speaker, let me begin by congratulatingsively made up of Vuntut Gwitchin First Nation z#hs, that

the Vuntut Gwitchin language is not spoken elsewtiarthe
territory, and that our distinct language, cultifestyle and
traditional practices equate to a strong commoerést found
nowhere else in the territory.

So when | say that | represent a very unique astindt
riding in this Assembly and that my constituentsian, goals
and guidance are paramount in any decision | m#ks,is
why.

| invite all members of this Assembly to come aisit\our
community, maybe during the holidays or commungiebra-
tions, to catch a glimpse as to why I'm so proudbécthe rep-
resentative of the Vuntut Gwitchin riding as thMLA. We
will enjoy some great partnerships and successestbe years
to come but there will be those outside our comityuniho
will say that our goals cannot be done. They vwaly shat our
goals will not or should not be realized. When tiirale comes
— and it will, Mr. Speaker — our community will atand up
together and we will tell those who try to impede progress
that they do not know the resolve of our citizefi®©&l Crow
because we are a rare, strong, resilient and fvindopeople
with a kind and friendly demeanour. We will teleth that our
vision is one that reflects our traditional valuesimoteness,
distinct language, culture and sustainability piphes, and we
still strive to create and maintain a healthy, &iircommunity
that provides a safe, supportive environment incihbo live,
work and raise our families. We will tell them tlve¢ value the
empowerment of our community, that we value alt tlsdiv-
ing, that we value our children and youth who aeeleaders of
tomorrow, that we value our traditional languageétwre, spiri-
tuality and teachings of our elders, and that wieesaccount-
able and transparent governance.

| have watched and learned from past and presadtts
of my community as they reaffirm those values andwision
over the years in our territory, around our coumfyCanada,
and around the world. | thank all of them for théreless
dedication and years of service.

To the people of our territory, | pledge to worbrayside
you to make your needs, wants, concerns and aspisahot
only heard, but listened to and acted upon. Yukesbkould not
have to choose between compassion and prosperitisfoiti-
zens, whether it is keeping our economy stronguitinadiversi-
fication; or solving an energy shortage in ouritery; or deal-
ing with the wooden water mains in the Town of Fdwat des-
perately need to be replaced; or dealing with wadihagement
issues in Teslin and moose hunting issues along\tketlin
River; addressing the demonstrated need of buildomgmu-
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nity and recreation centres in the communities tf Orow,
Ross River, Dawson and Carmacks; or addressingnergki-
vacy protection for our children throughout theritery; or
preparing our territory for the possibility of ahet North

In clarifying the roles and jurisdictions of the kan Water
Board and the Yukon Environmental and Socio-Ecocofs-
sessment Board while working with these organizatido
harmonize and provide more fluidity in their proses and

American recession because of the European andedJnitinvestigate the value of a process charter, themurent could

States’ debt crises; or the all-terrain vehicledaand regula-
tions that simply do not fit in every community; developing
and implementing a new up-to-ddtandlord and Tenant Act
or developing local industries to provide for tleéimement and
value-added manufacturing of our precious metald ares
right here in our territory, or whether it's reciyaj large quan-
tities of paper fibre here in our territory; or @éping innova-
tive technologies to make use of used automobites tfor

building foundations throughout the territory; ostablishing
and providing the proper funding for the number oeeom-
mendation from the Yukon police review consultasiaf es-
tablishing a Yukon police council so that they ntlagn begin
to deal with the other 32 additional recommendaticor ad-
dressing the terrible state of our First Nationdgition rates;
or combating the terrible violence against womed &amily

violence statistics in our territory.

These statistics have been going on for far tog.ldhl
can elaborate on this point, | have been advocdtn@ col-
laborative effort in this territory to address thssue. They
have been going on for decades and for far too.|9vigh a
territorial budget of $1 billion — if we look atithin terms of
finances alone — with all the self-governing Fifgations,
who, let's say, on average, get a transfer of $iom with
all the municipalities and industry in this terrigo— if we are
booming in this territory, if we get a collaboratieffort to deal
with these terrible statistics that | am tired alking about over
the decades, then let's show leadership and setdmple for
the rest of the federation of this country, looksthroblem in
the eye, and all push forward to solve it.

But it's going to take leadership to do that. Befany time
is over in this Assembly, | hope that at some tthese statis-
tics will be drastically decreased.

Whether it's recognizing and addressing the faat thur
local food banks are serving more people than be@re, and
yet our economy is booming, or whether it's recagrg the
fact that the community of Haines Junction doebaite a gro-
cery store right now any more, and the communitg ha
choice but to travel to Whitehorse, and that maitigens of
Haines Junction consider sections of the Alaskehiay be-
tween Haines Junction and Whitehorse to be unsafthese
issues come from Yukoners.

No one political party has all the answers or la#f good
ideas, and | surely don’'t want to bombard the YulRarty
government with the volumes of unique and distirector
downright vintage ideas from our Liberal caucusthe few
minutes that | have today, but during its mandhte govern-
ment could work with health care professionals key stake-
holders in Dawson City to transition the DawsonyQibspital
into a collaborative primary health care facilityat supports
community nurses and meets the needs of the contynilihiis
is an idea that can actually be used as a model.

consider creating a re-connecting with the landpging and
traditional practices program for youth at risk ttisapports
land-based accredited education and learning —hethver it's
regulating the practice of midwifery and ensurihgttthe cost
of midwife services is included in the Yukon heattire insur-
ance plan.

These issues and concerns from Yukoners are iangort
and they matter to me. The world we live in is ¢antly
changing and we have to be prepared to changeitwilthat
means being flexible and deviating from rigid idepes. |
think we have to move forward with a belief that are con-
nected as Yukoners. If there are a number of fam#ind indi-
viduals in our territory living with autism thatqeire support
for their children in our education system, theattmatters to
me.

If there is a single mother out there who has toosk be-
tween buying heating fuel and paying for hockeyistgtion
for her child, that makes all of our lives as parlientarians
poorer, and that matters to me. The successfuleimghtation
of business plans of mines and exploration of od gas com-
panies such as Northern Cross, Victoria Gold CoNurth
American Tungsten, Alexco’s Keno Hill project, YukdNe-
vada Corp., Golden Predator, Capstone, Dublin Gubund
Truth Exploration — and the list goes on and on, Bleaker
— it matters to our economy and it matters to me.

It is my hope today and every day that each mernmbiis
House feels the same energy and compassion andcyrge
about issues that | do. So we can look at the tinggproblems
of our time right in the eye and say, “Not this ¢éinNot on my
watch.” In quoting Mr. Rohn, he said: “The challengf lead-
ership is to be strong, but not rude; be kind, ittt weak; be
bold, but not bully; be thoughtful, but not lazye humble, but
not timid; be proud, but not arrogant; have hunbaoit, without
folly.”

All 19 members in this House understand or sooh wmi
derstand that the impact that being a parliamentahas on
everyone's day-to-day life and yet we are willimgktear that
responsibility. For many of you, it's the first ttmFor many of
us, it's a time and time again.

Regardless, | thank each and every one of youeribuse
today because this is no easy task. This is a gguwe con-
tinue today.

In focusing on the 12-minute throne speech therathg, |
have said before and | said it in Question Pergathy, it was
about as exciting as an empty-net goal in hockewals also
pointed out by the Member for Riverdale North tha great
Wayne Gretzky's 38 goal in 50 games was actually an empty-
net goal. | remember watching that on TV; it wasttyr excit-
ing at that time. But moving forward, | believe Yarers were
hoping for more from the throne speech. | was etipganore,
especially from a new Premier at the helm with iadtlton-
secutive majority mandate. | expected the throrezeip to be
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detailed in vision with a plan and direction foetbhort- me-
dium- and long-term future of our territory, butiaisn’t.

If we are to be an effective opposition, then thbekal
caucus will be demanding more from this governmieda not
endorse the throne speech mainly because it wag 83er-
cent old news that | have heard before, and witl ease the
apprehension many Yukoners have about so manysissame
of which | have touched on today.

The Yukon Party’s Speech from the Throne contaieed
surprises and if it was representative of the guvent’'s blue-
print for moving forward together, it was long oangralities
and short on specifics. However, it did contain sueas the
Liberal caucus can support. We are pleased tolsegdvern-
ment moving forward with a youth shelter, a terigbwide
water strategy for the territory, the independawer producer
policy, net metering, and the government’s plan tf@ con-
struction of a large-scale hydro-electric projditiese are pri-
orities we have been encouraging the governmemtatee for-
ward on for some time and we support them. Thetoactson
of a large-scale hydro-electric project is certasdmething the
public will be interested in hearing more about @fslsome-
thing we will be asking questions on in the daysaah

| was disappointed to hear the tone of the openinthe
throne speech, especially after the Premier swesser and
over again prior to this sitting his interest toperating with
the opposition. The opening tone was completelyalied for
and certainly not conducive to promoting an atmesphof
cooperation. If | wanted to foster cooperation, drtainly
wouldn’t begin deliberations by poking my opponeirtsthe
eye. However, | must remain optimistic that the ggoment
will be coming forward with specific plans to invel all mem-
bers to find solutions to the challenges we facenaking a
better Yukon.

Today is December 5 in the Yukon Territory, and whe
came to work this morning, it was raining. At luniime there
was a blizzard outside. I've said it before, mainyes in this
House, and I'll say it again. For decades we'venbgarned by
legions of scientists with mountains of evidencat ttihis was
coming, that we couldn’t just keep burning foseils and con-
tributing to the changing atmosphere without consege.
Yet, for decades, far too many have ignored thenings, ei-
ther dismissing the science as a hoax or beliethag it was
the concern of the environmentalists looking toesawolar
bears and the rainforests. What's also discouragiag that
this morning it was confirmed that the federal Gomatives
have pulled out of the Kyoto Protocol and have seél to
commit to any additional measures to cut Canad&srhouse
gas emissions. I'll put the Environment minister rutice to-
day that | will be asking questions in the Houseulihis and
Yukon’s participation in the conference in Durb&uguth Af-
rica. Climate change is a real and present dangauri territory
and it will be viewed as a dereliction of our distyfuture gen-
erations if we do not give climate change and thpacts it's
having on our environment, our economy and ourslitiee
attention it deserves.

I'll change focus, Mr. Speaker, and talk about Barcu-
pine caribou herd for a few minutes. It is 123,@®ng and

our community of Old Crow has never lost faith tktdis day
would come. Our elders encouraged us to be vigitard those
elders who have passed on, | know they are happyFRor the
Gwich’in, the relationship with the caribou stairisthe womb.
That's where it starts. | cannot put into words hawud | am
of our territory’'s people for showing the moral agthical

leadership during the past nine years of uncestaiiien we
could not achieve a population census of the Hdrdve said it
before and | will say it again here today: the YuolRarty's past
Environment ministers have done an excellent jobeiiping us
move forward with the protection of the Porcupirerilmou

herd and | will thank them on the floor of the Heusday.
They know who they are. It has made a differenet.us con-
tinue to prove that conservation of the Porcupiagbou herd
is held paramount here in our territory by ourzatis. What
our territory chooses to save and protect is whatterritory

chooses to tell the world about itself. The Pornepcaribou
herd is the lifeblood of our community of Old Crolvis much
more than just food to us. Our culture and spifiswvival

depends on the herd. It is a belonging and cororettiat defy
English words. The herd is all we have. If the Rpice cari-
bou herd population is allowed to crash, it will the Vuntut
Gwitchin and the community of Old Crow that willfier the

most. After all, our community is not going anywheand we
will always be residents of this great territory.

Mr. Speaker, if future times dictate that | mustemgain
raise the profile of the Porcupine caribou herdiésand chal-
lenge those who need to be challenged, then so Deat's my
job.

Again, shifting focus, Mr. Speaker, to another camity
priority, it's about a community service centre amdreation
complex in my community of Old Crow. My community o
Old Crow recognizes that an investment in a newmanity
service and recreation complex will substantiakgist in de-
veloping young, successful citizens. It will suptpand encour-
age community healthy living and will contributeegtly to the
long-term demonstrated need of our community in gbeial
and economic areas. | will be seeking partners &kemthis
community priority a reality. Mr. Speaker, belieree when |
say that this is a winner for everyone. The budgdwill hope-
fully include a community hall, a daycare, an icekey rink,
along with a community kitchen. It's also importaatnote, as
the Community Services minister was mentioning yoalaout
the recreation complex in the City of Dawson, tta is going
to be working with the municipalities.

Well, again, it's important to note that our comrityrof
Old Crow does not have a municipality, and it's aommu-
nity pulling together with committees to deal withese kinds
of tangible priorities to make them become a realit

It is our community that has worked diligently ovke last
decade on this project and, in doing so, we haeeraplished
a great deal. There have been several Vuntut GwvitEhst
Nation General Assembly resolutions passed by cmusedat-
ing back to August of 2000. Throughout the processhave
had dozens of public meetings, presentations aodr@ss re-
ports seeking continual input from the community.
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In April of 2007, we successfully completed a fedsy
study, funded by the Yukon government, for appratity
$10,000. In mid-2007, the Vuntut Gwitchin governteno-
vided $60,000 to the working group to complete #utual
building design options and conceptual drawingaildmitted a
community petition in the fall of 2007 to this Asgely in fa-
vour of the project. The working group then creasesiociety
and successfully raised $136,000 to begin the dpwatnt of
schematic drawings in late 2008. In 2009, the conitpdinal-
ized the building site and entered into a memorandfiunder-
standing with Yukon Electrical Company to utilizeetwaste
heat from the ATCO generators in Old Crow. The caite®
has also successfully completed the schematic mesigd cost
estimates. And last year, with the help of the Reenthe
Yukon government released the land in questionther pro-
posed project, and that was an important step ngdfairward.

So, as you can see, there has been a tremendoustamfio
work and due diligence completed to date and a caawmu-
nity service centre and recreation complex in OldvCwill go
a long way toward a healthy community in combatirapetes,
addressing childcare, youth leisure time, commummber
physical activity and general healthy living forcdees to
come.

It can provide an economic stimulus in an isolatecthern
community, not only for Old Crow but for workersdabusi-
nesses around the territory. Very importantly,ab ¢ceduce an
Arctic community’s carbon footprint by maximizinge use of
all of the energy, including the waste heat produftem the
diesel generators. It could be a major opportutatgddress an
economic, social and environmental need in Old Créukon
and, as far as I'm concerned, if we do this propéticould be
considered a green project north of th& @arallel in the Ca-
nadian Arctic. Utilizing the waste heat from the @D genera-
tors would also minimize the operation and mainteeacosts
of the complex.

It's important to note that Yukon Electrical hasrified
with the committee that the community can utilibe twaste
heat from the generators. The new building wouldobit in
close proximity to the water well, which is an innfamt factor
because of the amount of water that will be requeight-and-
a-half months of the year for the ice surface. ideerink sur-
face can also be used for various other activisesh as a re-
movable swimming pool in summer, basketball cowstsget-
era. It also can be used for large public gatherifg the next
couple of years, our community of Old Crow will hest to a
large Gwich'in gathering, so we need a large speitien the
next four years. Those are the kinds of gatheritngsn be used
for.

Old Crow is one of the last remaining communitiese
solely dependent on the burning of fossil fuelsifeenergy, so
| think it’s important that we maximize all energyoduced.
There is also potential for the waste heat to behmased and
distributed from the heat exchange infrastructarehéat the
health centre, the conservation officer warehotise, Yukon
Housing residences, and the Yukon territorial goment's
garage, where the water delivery and sewage vadunucks

and fire trucks are stored. So it has the potetdiabduce our
community’s overall carbon emissions.

The design will include solar panels feeding endrggk
into the community grid. We have had successfuhmptas of
this already with the John Tizya Visitor Recepti@antre and
the Heritage Research Centre.

Our community has been working towards this faciidar
well over a decade, as | mentioned earlier, andchasmitted
their own financial resources of up to $200,000y&b to the
stage of receiving schematic drawings to deterratstaal con-
struction costs. | am requesting the Yukon govemiaecom-
mitment to recognize the decade of hard work andahstrat-
ing a need by our community in developing a pashigr to
build a community service centre and recreation mer in
Old Crow. | know there are many members, if nonaimbers,
in this House, who know the value of sport andeffect it has
on children with regard to discipline, teamwork,spect,
sportsmanship, preparation, determination, conipetiess. |
know that many MLAs in this Chamber have first-haxgeri-
ence and know about the power of sport and whdbéis for
the soul, and that's what it can do for a healtbgnmunity. |
look forward to discussing this important issuehmihany of
the government members.

I'll leave this topic by quoting Bobby Orr when Isaid:
“Growing up, if | hadn’t had sports | don’t know ete I'd be.
God only knows what street corner | would be stagdin, and
God only knows what | would be doing, but insteapldyed
hockey and went to school and stayed out of trotible

Our future looks very bright, and it also looks wehal-
lenging as there is so much yet for us to accompligh our
partners who rightly expect our professionalisnedatinue.

I've looked at how far our community of Old Crowsha
come in comparison to the Yukon government’'s 75 sad
governance experience and the federal governmgBBsyears
of governance experience, and | am proud of hov@fdrCrow
has come since 1994 when we did away with the agjoe of
the Indian Act and accepted the tools of the final and self-
government agreements that took us a long, long tomego-
tiate. Some of our community’s major achievemepisak for
themselves. The calving grounds of the Porcupiniaa herd
on the coastal plain of the Arctic National Wil@liRefuge con-
tinue to be free of industrial intrusion. We havenwt Na-
tional Park in my riding, which encompasses 4,34base
kilometres that is co-managed with Parks Canadatanlorth
Yukon Renewable Resources Council and is proteideall
time. We have completed the Old Crow Flats Spddahage-
ment Area, which encompasses 19,000 square kiles)etnd
within that, there are 7,785 square kilometres thia co-
managed with the Yukon government.

We also have Nriinli'Njik, or Fishing Branch, wbh is
5,400 square kilometres of wilderness preserve &d0
square kilometres of habitat protection area. phidected area
took our community over 50 plus years to negot#teé secure,
but we did it. The Vuntut Gwitchin First Nation hd@s750
square kilometres of category A settlement lanch vaitvner-
ship of surface and subsurface. We have a landdteaqeerien-
tial education model that’s in its third and fingar, and the
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learning programs being implemented on our langkt mow
from this program are incredibly successful.

I know the Member for Mayo-Tatchun has an inteiast
experiential education and we have talked abowt liefore.
This program in Old Crow has been an incrediblycessful
project. Actually, the project coordinators justdaaa success-
ful presentation in Winnipeg, Manitoba to Educatiafficials
and ministers across the territory, and they wesgy well-
received and there was a tremendous amount ofesit@nd
questions from various people across this countiyadly
about that program in Old Crow.

We also have completed tiNorth Yukon Regional Land
Use Planwhich is the first under th&mbrella Final Agree-
ment In our community, we still have very strong ttesthe
land, water and wildlife, especially the Porcupiaeibou herd.
Our community is now able to tell its own storyttmse who
will listen around the world and tell them with olbooks, our
television shows, through the Internet, radio and mewspa-
pers. That was important for the elders to shaaé whth peo-
ple. That program through the heritage departmestyell as
in cooperation with the territorial and federal gavments, has
been incredibly successful.

Our community will continually seek out partnershim
cooperation to achieve what we need to get dor®m e and
abroad. I've heard many people say over the yearsgl my
tenure as MLA, “We can work with the community ofdO
Crow and we like working with them, because theyrefes-
sional and solution-oriented.” So it is my hopectmtinue that
sentiment.

I will take this opportunity to speak of a few dealges
that | see ahead of us as the community of Old Ciidvey are
developing local and regional economic developmiaitia-
tives, including a local energy policy, strengthmenthe use of
the Gwich'in language, and again, building a comityuser-
vice centre and recreation complex, complete witbamu-
nity hall, an ice surface and a daycare.

For our communities to become healthier and oliresis
better educated and better equipped to be strangd in the
Yukon’s diversified economy, and to ensure envirental
sustainability, we must prove to Yukoners that ve@m evork
together in this House. We will work together farrduture
children, the generations yet to come and for die our citi-
zens will play in the betterment of our territoGanada and the
world. | welcome all of the members of this Legisla As-
sembly and | look forward to working with each anry one
of you on the issues and challenges that faceestitary for a
better Yukon.

Mahsi’ cho, Mr. Speaker.

Hon. Ms. Taylor:
and privilege to rise in this Legislature as a memivho has
just recently been re-elected for the third term.

First, | want to just say that | am so thrilledstee a lot of
new faces in the Legislature and some familiar $aice the
Legislature. | just want to extend a warm welcomeveryone
in the Legislative Assembly. | have to say that plast couple
of months have been very interesting for me. It besn inter-

esting because, being one of two members who ateopthe

— | don’t know if you should actually coin it asettold crew,

but the original crew from 2002 — it's an interestitime, |

find, because we do have a new team. We have desler,

yet our vision and our principles have not chandeuave to

say that it is very humbling for me to be hereh&we received
a very strong mandate from the constituency of ¥hutse
West, and it is indeed a privilege to represenséhaeho chose
to elect us to represent the people of the tewitor

I've said time and time again that Yukon is a platend-
less opportunity and abundant potential and it’place that
continues to attract a diverse population fromnallks of life,
from all places of the continent and the globehatt.tIt's a
place that's rich in First Nations culture and ttiad. It's a
place with a colourful history and a place that toares to
beam with pioneer spirit.

Yukon has been my home for the past 44 years ayaoh |
say that, having grown up as a child, as a studedt as a
mother, and now as an elected representative,didenmyself
to be incredibly fortunate to have had the oppaties that |
have had over the years, having resided in th@dsrr | have
to say that there have been a lot of changes beeyaars. Our
population has grown substantively to an all-timighhof
35,000, almost reaching 36,000. Our economy hasrgr®ur
economy has diversified. We've seen tremendous thrawall
particular areas and we've seen a real influx afiviluals
from all parts of the world.

That's a new Yukon. The face of the Yukon contintes
evolve and change, and that's a good thing. Thattsealthy
thing because it breathes new life; it breathes apargy and
new ideas as to how we can continue to be a vénanrt and a
very attractive place, whether we choose to liveeht invest
here or to even visit here on a temporary basis.

Yukon boasts tremendous majestic beauty. Our sgéser
second to none. It serves to attract individualdive in the
territory, but it also continues to serve as aidatibn of choice
for many individuals all over the world. Yukon, agesult of
the growing economy, is also continuing to see rdhux of
new individuals seeking to live here and to workehleecause
of the employment opportunities that continue tosésy boun-
tiful.

There has been a lot of discussion about the Ydah
how we have evolved, and how we haven't evolved | thave
to say that it is indeed changing and, as with emgnge, we
have to change with that as well. That's the wofull@hing
about this place called “the Yukon” — it does badast civility
to be able to change, to be able to do businesstaitly. It
breathes that confidence of collaboration and craijo®
among many different partners, whether it be alele and

Mr. Speaker, it is indeed an honour different orders of government with respect to oammuni-

ties, individuals or families. It is indeed a greédce for doing
business, breathing innovation, and it's a tremesduaace to
raise a family.

| want to thank, in addition to all the members wdre
here, my constituency of Whitehorse West for tleintinued
support these past nine years. | have to say wian we talk
about changes, my own constituency of Whitehorset\Wiias
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evolved significantly over the years. | have adjudleen a
resident of that area for more than 15 years. Bhengh the
area has been condensed into perhaps a lessee ddggeo-
graphical imprint, the population continues to grow

It's a flourishing community, part of Whitehorsendait
comprises individuals, again, as | said, from allks of life,
and it has a whole host of housing options wittia tiding
itself. My own constituency, Whitehorse West, has,| men-
tioned, seen incredible changes. We've seen aoxirdf indi-
viduals, which has precipitated lots of differenfrastructure
changes in the area, the extension of the HamBoulevard
being a very significant addition to the communithich has
resulted in a second egress to and from the coasty, which
has certainly provided that security to individuatsl also has
helped ease some of the traffic that we experiexiceertain
times of the day. It comprises the area of Coppeg& Arkell,
Logan, and now the new area of Ingram. Ingram deéa
flourishing as we speak. There is considerable hbmikling
going on in the area.

It comprises, and will comprise, just over 220-sanell-
ing units within the subdivision upon its completio

It is a new concept of what they are calling “hidgmsity
housing.” That was something that was certainlyatriby the
City of Whitehorse, as per our land developmentqural. It's
a whole mix of housing options comprised of dupsexti-
plexes, four-plexes, town homes, condos, and sifagtely
residences. It's coming along very well.

There are many individuals who are already livinighim
the parameters, including a six-plex that was coonttd by
Kwanlin Dun First Nation as part of the Ingram sivision. |
think that it's just indicative of the amazing hongs options
that are coming up and the different housing mat ik being
made available as a result of creative planning thirtking
among the respective stakeholders.

| also want to recognize my former colleagues, wittom
| had the privilege of serving over the last twaris. In par-
ticular, | wish to say thank you to each of thevjpzas Mem-
bers of the Legislative Assembly for the work ttiety accom-
plished and the difference that they made in thesliof many
Yukoners. | wish to also thank their families ahdttof mine
for the support that our families have provided aodtinue to
provide on a daily basis. As | believe the MemhmarWuntut
Gwitchin has already articulated, it's not an ey It is per-
haps, | would say, the most rewarding professiat time can
choose, but it doesn’t come without its challengkgain, |
make reference to working to resolve these challeramd us-
ing those challenges as opportunities to move eéh@dry for-
ward. | am heartened by the spirit of collegiaktythin the
Legislature and, again, | look forward to workinghweach and
every member as we move forward in the next nurobgears
here.

| want to also recognize those members who haveepas
since we met last and just recognize the work aedtitemen-
dous achievements that they were able to achieliether in
opposition or whether in government. It is a stakinder to
us all just how short life can be and that it iportant to stop
and take a look and to reflect upon our succed¢sésalso to

take a look to the future and work toward meetimg ¢common
objectives, as we have identified.

As I've said, to serve the people of the territgya tre-
mendous privilege and one which we can never take f
granted. We do live in what has been coined asgthatest
place on earth to live. As one who was born anserhin the
Yukon, | can say with great pride that it is, irctfathe best
place on earth to live, and it's a tremendous [&ge to be part
of the territory to this day.

| heard some reference to perhaps reflection ohelds —
perhaps being reflected within the throne speechutd have
to say that it is important to reflect upon ourtdasorder to be
able to move forward. | think it is important thas a govern-
ment that has achieved its third mandate — consecuotan-
date, | might add — it is important to reflect upahere we
were and where we are today and where we are going.

When we look back to 2002, it was a different Yukain
that time. Of course, at that time, we were electedbur plat-
form, “Together, we will do better”, and, of coursegain in
2006, we were elected on our platform of “Buildivigkon’s
Future Together — A Clear Vision for a Bright FuaurPrior
to 2002, there were extenuating circumstances,|drae to
say that since that time, Yukon has been growing:vé/seen
the population grow and flourish. We have seen |#®ur
force grow to an all-time record. We've seen buitdpermits
grow substantially, as well as seeing a tremendpas/th in
retail sales.

We have also seen growth in tourism visitation despe
worldwide economic recession. Compared to otheisdio-
tions in the country, the territory has fared rigklly well, con-
sidering all that has happened on the global sd&le.have
seen mineral exploration and development of newemir-
tremendous expenditures in this regard. | thirk very impor-
tant to be able to reflect upon some of these ssese | think
it'’s also important to reflect on some of the goaatk that has
taken place over the last nine years as this tsasfatmed part
of our renewed platform moving forward togetheR011.

Throughout our mandates, we have recognized and re-

flected in all of our policies, in our programs andur legisla-
tive initiatives, the importance of a balanced stciWhile it is
very important to focus on developing our econoinys also
important that we focus on ensuring that Yukonees @ro-
vided services that strengthen and support hedlitiyiduals,
families and communities.

Throughout the past terms there was a considerable

amount of consultation with Yukoners on policy gmbgram
initiatives, such as energy and climate changeesfies, educa-
tion, correctional reforms and health care. We halge been
working to streamline our regulatory regimes foe tmining
sector and of course fostering a healthy investrolmiate for
the private sector to operate and for establishesinbsses to
also expand and to continue to do business. | thiik very
important to reflect upon some of these items jastlreflected
upon the corrections review, ti8olid Waste Action Plarthe
Victims of Crime Strategihat came out of the corrections con-
sultation, the New Horizons initiative that flowddough from
the education review, as | mentioned, the climainge strat-
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egy to the Yukon energy strategy. Many of thes¢agdy en-
capsulated a lot of dialogue and consultation anmkpners
and have now produced particular reports that masey rec-
ommendations and actions built on principles anpbatlves
based on the input that Yukoners delivered.

| can say that it is from there that we are ableawtinue to
provide the direction that is necessary to contitu¢éake the
territory in the direction that it has been goingtle last nine
years.

As | mentioned, working in collaboration with ouarners
is of utmost importance in terms of being able &biver on
many of our strategies and plans. There was sosmishion
earlier today about tourism and the importancehef ¢ultural
sector. | can say that tourism is but one examplesty, in
collaboration with the tourism industry, we haveebeble to
develop annual tourism implementation plans builtloe core
values of the tourism industry — that it's markevdn and it's
research based. | have to say that as a resultodfing to-
gether, for example, with the tourism sector, weehlaeen able
to deliver on many different initiatives.

Again, under the leadership of the minister resjimagor
Tourism and Culture, we will be able to continuedmliver
many of the priorities identified by the Departmefhflourism
and Culture and the industry it serves.

On that note, Mr. Speaker, | also wanted to takeotbpor-
tunity to thank the Department of Tourism and Q@tbecause
I haven't actually formally and publicly said thapéu to them.
| had the privilege of serving as the Tourism andt@e minis-
ter for nine years and | don't believe that anyeotimdividual
had that privilege in this country to the lengtlatth had. So it
is bittersweet that | say goodbye to the Departnoéitourism
and Culture but | know that | support the ministesypport the
government and the department in all of their gawodk. | just
want to say thank you to each of the officials thoeir leader-
ship they provided and for working so collaboratjweith the
tourism industry over the years and working witlspect of
communities on great initiatives that have helpather diver-
sify our economy — initiatives like the Whitehons@terfront.
Mr. Speaker, it was just on Saturday we were ableeip for-
mally celebrate the grand opening of the Whitehdpsiblic
Library. That is indeed visionary.

| attribute that to the Kwanlin Dun First Nationdatheir
vision in seeing two very important initiatives cero fruition
— a new public library — and what better locatidran the
Whitehorse waterfront? — and the creation of tlo®in cul-
tural centre, their own place to be able to ted siories, share
their traditions and their culture with not onlyetipeople of
Kwanlin Dun, but also the people of the territorydapeople
worldwide.

That is one piece of critical public infrastructutet has
been made possible as a result of Yukon governmerking
collaboratively with the Kwanlin Dun First Natiothe City of
Whitehorse and the Ta'an Kwéch’an First Nationhdtds to-
gether a whole host of various initiatives thaténé&een devel-
oped by the government over the last several yeafeom the
Old Fire Hall being used as a cultural venue, ® é¢Rpansion

of the MacBride Museum and the new Whitehorse wharf
which was also just recently opened.

These will also create even more opportunitiespfesen-
tations and creative venues for performances te #ce by
industry and by business alike.

It also ties together the improvements at Shipyd?dsk
and the restoration of many heritage buildings fawilities.
There has been a tremendous amount of investmehit as
but one example of the work that Tourism and Celtuas been
working on in collaboration with the Department @mmu-
nity Services, who have also taken the lead in sesfradminis-
tering many infrastructure funding initiatives, linding the
municipal rural infrastructure fund and the Canaditrategic
infrastructure fund.

There have been other investments made in suppdg-o
veloping our economies — Carcross waterfront. Tlowe®n-
ment of Yukon has been working in collaborationhwihe
community of Carcross, Carcross-Tagish First Nataomd the
Government of Canada on a number of improvementsedls
to their respective areas.

It has definitely improved many key assets withire t
community and it is serving as a catalyst for addél busi-
nesses being invested in and it also serves tacattmore indi-
viduals to come to the territory. Those are judt dwouple of
very small but very key substantive examples of hioi& gov-
ernment has been investing in infrastructure tolkbeefit of
tourism, and the cultural sector of that.

| spoke earlier today about the School of Visuaisfand
how we have been able to also work with Yukon Quml®n
the development of two additional campuses, Daw@itnhand
Pelly Crossing — again, a couple of key piecesndrfastruc-
ture in aid of developing our labour market. The is tremen-
dous, but there are tremendous opportunities alidad and
challenges also ahead of us as well. Within thertrspeech
there was reference to many of our key platforrmgeone of
which was housing. We all heard, perhaps at thestiep, that
housing, having access to affordable land, acecessfdrdable
housing are key, important platform commitments.

| just want to say that our government recognidest t
housing is fundamental in building and maintainengstrong
Yukon economy and maintaining strong communitiesl an
families. It's working to enhance the availabiliof housing
throughout the territory — a continuum of housingions —
as well as land availability as well. As well, we’'doing sig-
nificant work to tackle affordability and the adegy of hous-
ing as well. It all points along the housing coantim, from
ensuring that those who require shelter and suppassisting
those who already have homes, through home repagrams
and upgrade programs as well. We will continue twkawith
our partners in the community to assist those valle and at-
risk individuals who require services and supptotive inde-
pendently.

Over the last while, and certainly as was addressed
throughout the throne speech and throughout outiefeplat-
form, there is reference to enhancing emergenciteshe- a
transitional housing as was talked about through &Z@xander
Street — supportive housing, social housing, arairagork-
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ing with all our partners, whether it be with KwenbDun First

Nation on making land available for both residdrdiad com-

mercial purposes, as was recently signed by theniBreand

the Chief of Kwanlin Dun First Nation on looking @arious

options to be made available for the availabilityreir respec-
tive lands within the City of Whitehorse. There akso of

course reference to looking at private-market deated our

commitment to freeing up Crown land for the purgostmak-

ing affordable available rental housing optionsarh very

pleased to say that recently there was a requegirfposals
that was issued looking for options to be madelabks on a
key piece of property within the City of WhitehorSenese are
just some examples of how we have been working with
communities. It is key to have community involvernamd

significant government involvement at all levelsisinecessary
that affordable housing and land availability doeme through
and that demands are being met.

As has already been referenced, we recognizettaee tire
needs, whether it be of young people, seniors, liesnisingle
individuals looking to work, looking to come to ttegritory, to
move to the territory, and to contribute to the kiorce. We
are committed to working with all citizens and lauk at the
housing options.

Within the throne speech, there is reference tmst bf
housing initiatives and we in fact remain committedemer-
gency shelters, as | mentioned, and collaboratiitly the Sal-
vation Army to look at either expanding or relongtitheir
shelter with a larger facility in mind. We are coitted to
looking at a youth shelter. Of course, in termshaf Women'’s
Directorate, we are looking at progress on the écbage
housing project. In fact, we're very pleased toab&e to com-
mit $1 million within this year's supplementary lged and we
are committed to $4 million toward this very impott initia-
tive.

It has been an initiative that has been in the nuakor
some time and | want to commend Kaushee’s womearssi-
tion home for the leadership and for the work theye pro-
vided over the years. It's unfortunate that we hewvenhance
housing of this kind but it is of the utmost imgorte. Victims
of violence, working to address their needs and tlaenilies’
needs, is very important. I'm very pleased to daat tve are
working with Kaushee’s Place to move this very impot
initiative forward.

| would be remiss if | did not mention that this wi@ also
build on second-stage housing that has been maadkalale in
previous years by the Yukon Party government tovesqzhnd-
ing second-stage housing in the Town of Watson Lakee-
lieve it was just over a year ago that their seestiage housing
was opened and it is indeed a welcome place folyrmathers
and their respective families.

| just want to commend the Watson Lake women’stehel
the Help and Hope Shelter, for their continued warikewise,
the Dawson City women’s shelter — | had the opputjuto
actually meet the executive director recently aheeting on
Friday evening of the Yukon Advisory Council on Wen's
Issues to discuss this and many other issues odriance to
women and children throughout this territory.

When it comes to making land available, we are catach
to working with the municipal governments, workitiggough-
out all the communities in the territory to enhattoe degree of
land being made available, Whistle Bend being ttst phase
of lots to be made available in less than a yeae 3econd
phase will follow. We are working with the City @¥hitehorse
on phases 3, 4 and 5 of the Whistle Bend developmitim the
ultimate goal of seeing a growth of up to 8,000\vittlials see-
ing their homes being developed in that particalaa.

That has been a work in progress for some timie.dteat
to see the development of many different mixes adising
options being made available. It's great to seensmy new
Yukoners being able to move into the area, as aglNukoners
who are looking for new homes to live in.

We're also working with a number of other commuasti
on making land available, whether it be in the t¢aidunction
area, whether it be in the Dawson area, Destrudiayy, Car-
macks — all of these and more we are working to errabre
land available. Grizzly Valley is yet another arelaere we're
going to lottery fairly quickly here on making tlas available
— country residential lots — so again, another wele
change.

We are continuing to work on other land development
with other areas. | think it's very important, ankdave to say |
was very heartened to hear the Leader of the @ffidpposi-
tion mention her willingness to work with commuegiand to
adhere to the official community planning procesd & have
the respect for the leadership of those respeatiyeicipalities
in being able to drive — in terms of providing tinerall direc-
tion for identification of areas of land to be diged in their
respective boundaries, and, of course, planningdaséyn and
zoning. That is in fact what we have had in pladth whe City
of Whitehorse over the last number of years.

There was reference to many other initiatives wittiie
throne speech. When we talk about education — laeick thas
been a substantive amount of great work being edtién the
Department of Education, working in collaboratioithaother
governments. In terms of our commitment of impletimgn
New Horizons — and, of course, that’s the five-ystiategic
plan for education, which came out of the educatieform
initiative in collaboration with Yukon First Natisn— which
focuses on improving literacy and numeracy, preagrgulture
and enhancing educational achievements for all Yiuktu-
dents. We are very pleased to be able to contioueotk to-
ward implementation of this, which includes a coantim of
learning options from primary to secondary to adeaheduca-
tion.

We are continuing to promote experiential learnamgl
support alternative programming at the Individuaatning
Centre. We are committed to providing a school esysthat
incorporates local and First Nation content and ihaespon-
sive to the needs of all students, including Yukarst Nation
students.

We are committed to carrying on with the planning ¢éhe
construction of the F.H. Collins Secondary Schadgtewise,
we’re committed to working with our partners in edtion to
increase engagement of parents and families, asirations,



38

HANSARD

December 5, 2011

schools, for the purposes of improving achievensrd suc-
cess, which are of the utmost importance in terhizeng able
to carry on and meet the challenges associated tivthcon-
tinuation of a vibrant economy, as we have seeharterritory.

We are promoting positive, inclusive and responiaen-
ing environments for Yukon students. We are workiogle-
velop and enhance collaboration and communicatiwh caiti-
cal thinking, working with our partners in educatie- Yukon
College — in terms of working to build on opporties,
whether it be in mining, tourism or whether it Imegroviding
additional access to justice and investing in own o¥ukon
individuals to assume work within the correctionstem or
within the justice system.

We are committed to carrying forward with our plas
working to enhance the knowledge sector, and thation of
the Yukon Research Centre of Excellence is butgreat ex-
ample of what can be achieved when we work togettitr
industry, work with the college, and work with aaunicipali-
ties, to again enhance what is available — alhefdignificant
research that has been done within our back yarth speak.
That is the whole mandate of coming up with suéhcdity —
to be able to capitalize on that research and ketahinvest in
research, invest in technologies as a result dfrésearch that
has been conducted and make it available for theftieof all
Yukon citizens.

We are very committed to continuing to support3caool
of Visual Arts in partnership with the Klondike titate of Art
and Culture, Yukon College and the Trondék Hwégtirst
Nation. It's another excellent example of collaltina that has
been achieved, and it has provided some wondeg$uilts. | do
recall being part of the discussions when thatititgin first
evolved and it has come a long way. | am very @éagith the
evolution of this particular program.

tion created a new riding. | now represent CopgerBeuth,
which has country and rural residential neighboadsoas well
as agricultural and industrial properties.

To briefly describe this new riding, Copperbelt 8obe-
gins at the Mount Sima Road and extends along tlaska
Highway to the Yukon River bridge. The McCrae anduvit
Sima industrial areas have a number of businegsgagding a
service station and RV shop, an art gallery, bongdsupply
stores, a woodworking shop, many contractors amiehlbased
businesses. Within the City of Whitehorse boundatie rid-
ing includes Mount Sima, Whitehorse Copper, McCiaex
Farm Road and Fox Haven Estates, Wolf Creek, Rigeyi
Spruce Hill, Mary Lake and Cowley Creek. Beyond @G-
cross Cutoff, the Golden Horn subdivision, Gentizame and
properties on the east side of the Alaska Highwaé Yukon
River Bridge are in Copperbelt South.

Most of these Copperbelt South neighbourhoods ware
of the Mount Lorne riding | represented from 19922000,
which was ably represented by Steve Cardiff adgvthé from
2002 to 2011. Steve was also an effective membarmfmber
of legislative select committees. This morningaldptribute to
Steve Cardiff. His sudden death this past July liégaloss for
our community and for all Yukon. Steve and | hagérbeam-
paigning together in the new Copperbelt South anoum
Lorne-Southern Lakes ridings this spring and sumnaeid
over the past 20 years we enjoyed many conversatianthe
political issues of the day, issues that remairrezur | and
other members of the Official Opposition caucud adlvocate
for whistle-blower protection legislation, for imguements to
the Human Rights Actfor a Whitehorse youth shelter, for a
residential tenancy act and for mandatory helmet ars off-
road vehicles.

Sadly, two other members of the "$2 egislature for

We are committed to implementing our labour marketwhom | had respect have passed on: Todd Hardy ahd J

framework for Yukon, which includes the skills amgdes
training strategy, immigration strategy, labour kedrinforma-
tion strategy and the recruitment employee retersioategy. |
refer to some of the work that has been done pusiydn col-
laboration with our education partners that we rmo&v being
able to deliver, to encourage the greater participaof our
own Yukon students, as well as individuals fromagiés.

| see that my time is pretty much done, and it'®ocanate
because there are many other items or many othwitpareas
| would like to be able to speak about. | wouldtjaosnclude
my remarks by saying thank you again to all memizard
congratulations to you, Mr. Speaker, on your neve.réVe
look forward to working with you and look forward working
with all of our colleagues in the years to comearihyou.

Ms. Moorcroft:
your appointment as the Speaker of this Assembhavie the
great honour of once again serving in this Assembor that
honour, | would like to thank my constituents, nayrily and
my hard-working, capable campaign team who weré sugig
help to me during the months of campaigning prewgdhe
election. As in 1992, when | was first elected tzes MLA for
Mount Lorne, the 2011 electoral district boundaggistribu-

Congratulations, Mr. Speaker, on

Edzerza. Each of them championed a number of calisesy
the years that they were in office, and we will kopllabora-
tively over the next few years to bring those famiva

During the recent election campaign, all politiparties
spoke about the need for cooperation in this Chamheould
like to congratulate all members who have beentedeto this
Assembly and say that | do hope we can work cotktibely.

At the doorsteps of my constituents, | made a cdmanit
to act with ethics and integrity as their MLA arml firactice
civility and decorum in the House. | want to thaalk those
who voted for me for their support. | will work fafor all con-
stituents to earn the support of those who didvaté for me,
as well. We do all need to work together.

We in the Official Opposition promote collaboratiand
will work to develop consensus, but we fully inteiachold this
government to account on the issues that mattéredrukon
public. We want to see the government tackle thesimg crisis
head-on, get a fair deal on our natural resourpestect the
Peel and support a democratic renewal process.

The Yukon Party platform contained a number of psas
that are common to New Democrat values. | encouthge
government to deliver on those commitments. We exjpesee
a comprehensive housing strategy, more trainingxppities
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so we have a skilled Yukon workforce in order tWakon citi-
zens and communities benefit from economic devetpm

We want to see progress on Yukon land use planimmg,
plementation of First Nations land claims and geernment
agreements and protection of the pristine wildesrodghe Peel
watershed for present and future generations.

In the Copperbelt South riding, an important featisrthe
Golden Horn Elementary School attended by childrem all
areas of Copperbelt South as well as from the ibeigting
riding of Mount Lorne-Southern Lakes. This year g@hool

the Yukon government. Yes, the Yukon governmerdnis of
the parties and it has an obligation. It is uphient to consult
with Yukon communities and to either approve thenpimod-
ify the plan or reject the plan.

The Peel Watershed Planning Commission, which i

cluded representatives of the Yukon government el as
affected First Nations, worked for six years toelep this plan
and has recommended it to the parties and to théicplAs
stated on its website, the arm’s-length commisbigieves that
the approach taken in the plan enables Yukoneiseteoe as

launched GOES — the Great Outdoor Experiential 8icho responsible stewards of this landscape. It is fionehe Yukon

program — and | enjoyed taking part in a schoolkvesd well
as attending the book fair, the school council ahrgeneral

meeting, Remembrance Day ceremonies and the scfairce

this fall.

government to indicate whether they will approveeject the
plan.

| can assure the government the protection of el B
important not only to my constituents but to allkéners. Take

Golden Horn parents are active members of the $choa stand and tell the public what it is. New Demtsisupport

community. | will be working with the Golden Horrchsol
council and Department of Education officials tosere the
school continues to offer a good learning environifer its
students.

I will encourage other schools around the Yukon Hrel
Department of Education to move forward in suppgrtout-
door experiential education in other schools a$ astespond-
ing appropriately to the Auditor General’s repont education,
which identified a number of concerns, one of theging the
terrible gap in graduation rates and in studentassg between
aboriginal students and non-aboriginal studentss meeds our
attention.

I would like to take this opportunity to speak abother
issues that affect my constituents. The practicealtifwing
mineral staking within municipal boundaries is andated one
and is not sustainable. Residents of Spruce Hill ather
Whitehorse neighbourhoods oppose the right of rgiriam-
panies to stake over their properties. | urge th&ovi govern-
ment to listen to the residents and the councilsowins and
villages in the Yukon, and to withdraw residenaald munici-
pal lands from free-entry staking.

Highway safety is important to all of us. With théh
number of commuters travelling from Copperbelt &piarsh
Lake and Mount Lorne every day, the Alaska Highviraynm
the Carcross Cutoff to downtown Whitehorse is thsidst
stretch of highway in Yukon.

The expensive meridians that have been built tebnei-
nated passing lanes. This impedes the traffic o results in
some drivers taking bigger risks when they are kstuehind
slow-moving traffic. The intersections of Coppetb&outh
country residential areas to the Alaska Highway raot safe.
We need to see better road planning and this gowenh
should investigate the feasibility of twinning tAéaska High-
way along this route.

Mr. Speaker, this throne speech fails to addressmaber
of critical issues now facing the Yukon. Notabllyetgovern-
ment has failed to state whether it will accept Hieal Rec-
ommended Peel Watershed Regional Land Use plapared
by the Peel Watershed Planning Commission. This jslanow
in the hands of the parties: the Na Cho Nyak Duontut
Gwitchin, Trondék Hwéch’in, Gwich’in Tribal Coun¢iand

responsible mining and the development of a strtoual

economy. The mining industry requires certaintyd #mat cer-
tainty will only be provided when the Yukon goveram com-
pletes the land use planning required under theoWukirst

Nation land claim and final agreements and selfegoment
legislation. It is irresponsible of the governmamfail to indi-

cate in its throne speech whether or not it witegat the Peel
planning document which was achieved in over siaryeof
work.

We need to ensure that Yukon workers are trainadl an

hired for mining sector jobs and that our econoneydiits
from the resource extraction industry, and we rtee@ke into
account the environmental costs of mining in theglderm.
The social costs of a boom-and-bust economy mean vk
need to address housing and social service needsifamuni-
ties during the boom times.

Mr. Speaker, | have just stated that we suppoparesible
mining and we believe that we need to get a faal d& our
natural resources. We need to provide better trgifor Yukon
workers and see more economic benefit to the Yukon.

| was pleased to see in the throne speech thajahern-
ment has said it will make a range of housing aytiavailable.
Unfortunately, the throne speech made no referemtiee work
of the Select Committee on thendlord and Tenant ActAs
the select committee recommendations indicatasl,niow time
to modernize the language, principles, and thetanbe of the
legislation that regulates residential and comnaér@nancy.
Language is important. The residential tenancynaeds to be
written in plain language so that it's easy fordlmds, tenants
and the public to understand. The residential tepawct should
recognize the principle that housing is a humahtrig

Canada has ratified the Universal Declaration ofnido
Rights, the Covenant on Economic, Social and CalltRights,
the Convention on the Elimination of all Forms as@imina-
tion Against Women and the new convention that kpéa the
rights of indigenous peoples.

Each of those international covenants recognizashibus-
ing is a human right. As signatory to these cove)dbanada’s
and Yukon’s governments have a responsibility tacémaws
that respect, protect and fulfill those human sghitligations.
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Yukon’'s Human Rights Actecognizes that respect for Human Rights Actrequire landlords to provide tenants with

human rights is a fundamental part of Canada’s tdugsi
Yukon's new residential tenancy act should inclsdetions
that state that theluman Rights Acapplies to residential ten-
ancies and that housing is a human right.

The Human Rights Acgprohibits discrimination in connec-
tion with any aspect of the occupancy, posses$stase or sale
of property offered to the public, and the residdrienancy act
should recognize the paramountcy of Hieman Rights ActA
new Yukon residential tenancy act, to be fair, wiotlearly lay
out the rights and obligations of landlords andteriants. It
would define who the law applies to. It would balarrights
and protections for landlords and tenants. It wopidvide
clear definitions and be organized and coherent.

| recognize the value and relevance of the YukatuStof
Women Council’'s research into housing needs andeheal
markets in Yukon as well as the comparison theyetdone of
residential tenancy laws across Canada. They stdahthis to
the government. | want to emphasize that a majaftiand-
lords are responsible and fair. Nevertheless, seoreen have
encountered serious difficulties as tenants ancde haported
that the act is out-of-date and unjust. Women tengel vul-
nerable to retaliation if they complain about sahdfrd hous-
ing conditions.

This government must improve and update the actrend
move outdated and unfair provisions. They failedatmress
this in the throne speech. The Yukon remains th jonisdic-
tion in Canada to allow landlords to evict tenamtithout
cause. The Yukon residential tenancy act needdfén lbasic
protection to tenants, which state that a landiotst provide a
written notice of eviction, identify the causesefiction, and
allow for an appeal period for notice of eviction.

Yukon has an appallingly high rate of spousal dssand
this has been the case for many years. There atender of
women and their children who are not safe becausgdo not
have access to housing. A new residential tenaotycauld
give an abused woman the right to move out in thas 28
days’ notice if she provides evidence of domesiitence af-
fecting her personal safety. | believe this wouldke Yukon’s
residential tenancy act a best practice in an adeere it is
much-needed, responding to the high levels of maalkence
against women in Yukon communities. In the curteotising
market, with the shortage of units and the vacaratg for
rental accommodations under two percent, | do hotktit
would be unduly onerous for a landlord to fill acaat unit if a
woman needs to move to protect her personal safetythat of
her children.

Conditions of housing must be safe, sanitary andofi
human habitation. The residential tenancy act shestablish
health and safety standards, even if this meamsarfing an-
other statute such as tRaiblic Health and Safety Adtealth
and safety standards and the condition of a remialshould be
acknowledged by the landlord and the tenant at#gnning
of a rental contract and throughout the tenancipder

A new residential tenancy act should use modemrgrgl
plain language and remove archaic and unnecessargisw
recognize housing as a human right and the paratcypohthe

causes for eviction in keeping with all other Caaadurisdic-

tions; clarify landlord and tenant rights, securitgposits and
last month’s rent; establish minimal rental staddaand use
inspection reports and regulations for enforcenmhtental

housing standards, referencing tRablic Health and Safety
Act establish a penalty for retaliation by landloifisenants

assert their rights to live in a rental propertgattimeets safe
housing standards; and establish a dispute resolutiecha-
nism that could be used as an option prior to &malbrd and
tenant court.

Finally, as a public education service, the govesnim
needs to develop and circulate plain-language leshthat
would clearly explain the rights and obligations lahdlords
and tenants that are contained in the residesetiaricy act.

The Official Opposition advocates for a compreheasi
housing strategy, and | was pleased to see the daments to
housing projects, including the construction ofcaty shelter
and second-stage housing for Kaushee’s Place,eirSpgeech
from the Throne. These are much-needed facilittes] the
need for them has been demonstrated in a numbstudies
conducted by researchers in Yukon in the last fears. | hope
that these commitments will be met.

Previous Yukon Party governments made a committeent
build Kaushee’s Place second-stage housing in 20@%gain
in 2010. As critic for Highways and Public Workstriist that
Public Works will work effectively with Kaushee’sldee,
which has demonstrated the need for second-staggrtypfor
the last 10 years. More than two years ago, Kaustdace
prepared a business plan for this proposed newityaand the
organization has been meeting with government iafficfor
some time now, providing information as requesteds now
time for this government to get things done, armdll on it to
ensure that the construction of Kaushee’s Placéegim at the
earliest possible date in the spring constructeasen of 2012.
We don’t need any further delays.

Besides the need for a new residential tenancythexdt|
have spoken about, other elements of a compreteshsivsing
plan should include enhancing Yukon Housing Corfomna
home ownership programs for low down payments awd |
interest loans and increasing the size of its nagegportfolio,
increasing the supply of building lots to releasereniands for
housing, including lots for owner-built homes, aany Yukon
people dream of the possibility of designing andding their
own homes, repairing the Yukon Housing Corporasastock
in downtown Whitehorse that has been sitting vafantnore
than a year.

The Yukon government should also be working wittstFi
Nations to develop options for housing on settlenhamds. We
must also develop measures to increase the supmjfard-
able market and social rental housing.

| have a deep commitment to social justice. Yukas A
record to be proud of in supporting restorativeipgsmeasures,
such as pre-charge diversion, First Nations justdatives,
and the work of community justice committees. As #010
review of Yukon’s police force heard, the Yukon palsup-
ports a model of community-based policing, wherer¢hare
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strong and respectful relationships between the RGid the
public. The Yukon public also supports an emphasi€rime
prevention, partnerships and collaboration, which part of
restorative justice.

| served as a representative of a coalition of teighkon
women'’s groups on the advisory committee to thaicpae-
view. We heard that in a democratic society civil@versight
of the police is essential to gaining and holdihg public’'s
trust and confidence. The Yukon police review diedreard
that this belief is widely held across the tergtoA proper
management and civilian oversight structure for R@MP
must be developed and implemented in order to kanldi sus-
tain public trust.

I will be asking the Minister of Justice to appoant equal
number of men and women to the proposed police abtirat
was recommended in theharing Common Ground — Final
Report Last week | wrote the Minister of Justice abdug t

once again. There are significant financial andadamosts at-
tached to Bill C-10. It will overload the justicg/stem with
more expenditures in apprehensions, trials andréecations.
Conservative estimates predict this crime legistativill cost
Canadian taxpayers an additional $2.7 billion dixer years.

I'd like to express my gratitude to the Minister hfstice
for arranging a tour of the new Whitehorse cormwi facility
for members of this Assembly last week. | hope thatplan of
this government is not one that wants to put maepte into
the new Whitehorse Correctional Centre as sooh @seins —
at significant taxpayer expense. The Yukon govemirhas an
opportunity to play a leadership role by tellingaa that the
Yukon government will not pay for this costly anduater-
productive legislation, and | urge the governmentepudiate
Bill C-10 and its approach to criminal justice, wiiis venge-
ful, costly and unproductive.

We all should know that the level of violence again

federal bill, C-10, known as th®afe Streets and Communities women in Yukon is appalling. In a report that | suthed to the

Act, and urged him to ask the federal government tbdsaw
this crime omnibus bill. This bill will not make pgeommuni-
ties safer, and it fails to respect the fundameptaiciples of
supporting rehabilitation, healing, and reintegnatdf offend-
ers that is found in Yukon'’€orrections Act, 2009As the Ca-
nadian Bar Association has stated, Bill C-10 igsottee fact
that crime rates in Canada continue to decrease ianfact,
have now fallen below 1973 levels. This bill doed improve
public safety. In the United States, lawmakers paliticians
who have tried such mandatory sentencing approamieeada-
mant that the punitive measures proposed in BillOCare
completely counterproductive. An approach thatuit lmn the
state incarcerating more of its citizens for longeriods of
time is a step backwards from a humane justiceesyghat
seeks to reintegrate people into society.

If the Yukon government is truly interested in dieg
safer communities as stated in the Yukon Partytieleqlat-
form, then | invite it to support restorative justiapproaches.
Yukon'’s unique contributions to the justice systeauld and
should be ones that support healing and dignity oxe@arcera-
tion and retribution. Instead of requiring strongentencing
for at-risk youth, | would urge the government tmsider ad-
vocating that this segment of our society be begit lout of
custody. When youth are held in custody, they ldsow to
become better criminals. This is particularly tfaeyouth with
mental health conditions such as autism or fetbhal spec-
trum disorder. Providing housing first and acceshkdalth and
education programs for all members of society afersand
lower cost solutions to community safety.

Mandatory sentencing provisions such as those faond
Bill C-10 will increase the numbers of inmates iur @orrec-
tional system. It's also likely to add to the numsbef First
Nation inmates who are already over represente@ainada’s
prison population, which is a human rights violatithat the
Supreme Court of Canada has ruled to be in viglatibthe
Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms

The bill will eliminate the ability of judges to rka a sen-
tence appropriate to the circumstances and to Aayaliscre-
tion over sentencing. Bill C-10 will victimize theulnerable

police review co-chairs, “If My Life Depended On Kukon

Women and the RCMP”, | presented a nhumber of coiscand
recommendations based on what | heard from the ¥ pkiblic

during the course of this review. | am expectingt the Yukon
government will act on a number of those recommtoids.

I'm looking to the government, along with the RCM®&,com-
mit resources to establish an impartial and inddpenlegal
advocate position to assist women victims of viokerand
women who are charged with offences in their dealiwith

the police and the justice system. This positionladowvork

closely with Yukon women’s groups and provide suppmd

act as a liaison for the victim and for the speztl domestic
violence response team that was recommended bgviaw.

RCMP in the Yukon also need to have locally devetbp
and Yukon-specific training that the Northern Ihge of So-
cial Justice could prepare in consultation with veo's groups
and First Nations.

That training needs to address violence against emoim
the north, missing and murdered aboriginal womesap
peared women along the Highway of Tears and anrataiel-
ing of the differences between women’s and menépoases
to violence, training on community safety measuaed civil
remedies, such @&amily Violence Prevention Acrders; fam-
ily property and support orders; gender and cultaveareness
training; encouraging non-judgmental and compasseiper-
spectives on the part of the police; and infornmatabout
Yukon women’s groups’ services. We need to seeRGMP
and the government supporting opportunities forettguing
inter-agency cooperation and information exchangentiting
community and service agencies, inter-agency greumglssen-
ior RCMP to meet and to participate in this Yukoairting that
has been proposed.

There’s also a need to develop curriculum for thekoh
RCMP on the history of the relationship betweerstHNations
and the RCMP in the north. This would include infiation
about the historical and contemporary RCMP andt FNegion
relations; recognizing the contributions of YukoinsENations
community constables to the Royal Northwest MourRetice
and to police survival, the RCMP agency in removkigst
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Nations children and transporting them to residgrgchools
and the sixties scoop. They also need to learmhssom the
deaths of Yukon First Nations citizens during iatgions with
the RCMP.

Between 1999 and 2009, seven people died in polise
tody in the Yukon. That police review was set upoider to
respond to the most recent death, that of Raymaiverfax,
and to respond to the unconscionable behaviouvofconsta-
bles who had sex with a woman who was drunk. | vargsee
this government and our police force working to raje the
circumstances that have allowed these kinds ofhia occur.

that forward so that Yukon College can make lorgitplans
moving toward a university, and toward providingreaonine
training. These are all initiatives that we support

| would like to speak to the need to support magecal-
tural development within the Yukon. We presentlpdurce a
very small amount — approximately one percent —ewfown
food within the Yukon.

We need to support the Yukon Agricultural Assodati
and the Growers of Organic Food Yukon in improviogd
production in the Yukon. We need to look at initias, such as
buying local food for government facilities. We det® im-

Communities have said that they want to see contmuni prove our food security. As elected members of tlagisla-

orientation for new RCMP; they want the RCMP topaet of
their communities, so | am looking for collaboratiwith First
Nation governments, with municipalities, serviceemges,
inter-agency committees and working groups to dmvedn
orientation protocol for each detachment, and thiit take
time and resources.

The RCMP and the office of public prosecutions need
establish a sexual assault and domestic violenoseputor
team with training and expertise in evidence gatigeand
criminal law and adopt skilled interview techniquelsen they
guestion women who are survivors of violence. Twisrk
should be done in cooperation with women’s groupd a
women'’s legal advocate.

There are a number of best practices that have ideati-
fied in theSharing Common Ground- Review of Yukon's Po-

ture, we have a responsibility to engage in cortitre and
informed discussion on all public issues, and tgole of the
Official Opposition is to hold those in power tocaant, to
scrutinize legislation, to question government pties, and to
challenge them to do a better job for every YukoWge are
here to improve the government’s performance, aadcbur-
age the government to listen to the Opposition.

I look forward to the challenge of working for mypgper-
belt South constituents and for all Yukon peopldha years
ahead. | truly appreciate the privilege of sendisghe Member
for Copperbelt South in the 83 egislative Assembly. Thank
you.

Hon. Mr. Nixon: Mr. Speaker, | want to begin by
thanking my constituents in Porter Creek Southpiaviding

lice Force — Final Reporaind in the submissions that were me with the opportunity to represent them herehia Assem-

made to the police commission. Those were the thragd will
follow up in future discussions in this Assembly.

bly. I commit to work hard on behalf of everyoneniy riding,
and | sincerely appreciate their support, and klmward to

The Speech from the Throne made no reference to thmiilding on the relationships and the new friendshi have

long-awaited social inclusion strategy. | am veiryagpointed
by this because we know that we need to promotealiégin
order to build a socially and economically justisbc From
2006 to 2009, | served on the Yukon Human Righten@as-
sion. That commission was unsuccessful in its rsigte the
former Minister of Justice to appear before theitlegjve As-
sembly to present its annual report and to spedkemeed for
updating and revising the Yukdduman Rights ActThis act
was brought in by a previous New Democratic govenmm
more than 25 years ago. | hope that this governnvénallow
the Yukon Human Rights Commission, the child anditlyo

advocate, the Ombudsman, and Information and Brivac

Commissioners to appear before the House annddiig. is a
way for the Assembly to work better and will progitbr good
government.

The Yukon government needs to support the indeperade
of the Human Rights Commission to change its répgntela-
tionship so that the commission reports directlyhte Legisla-
ture, and to address recommendations of the SElmTimittee
on Human Rights and to bring forward amendmentslitai-
nate all legal barriers for same-sex spouses.

The government also needs to work responsibly thieh
Yukon College Board of Directors and to look at soaf the
issues they face. They have been running out afespiust this
weekend, the board met and spoke about the neethdoe
land, and to identify the endowment lands parce &nbring

established. | would like to thank my family foreth support,
specifically my wife, for hours and hours and hoors the
campaign trail, and also my sons Matthew, Kyle dack were
my greatest supports and inspiration.

My parents and in-laws were also incredible suppadrt
would also like to thank my brother Jeff and himilg, who
live in Ontario, and my vast extended family herérukon.

| am grateful that the Yukon Party has been reteteéor
the third mandate, Mr. Speaker. It's important disrto reflect
on where we have come from and the challengesinbdtave
overcome.

Prior to the Yukon Party taking office in late 20GRe

Yukon had experienced several years of economiessan.

Our unemployment rate was too high, our populati@s de-
clining. Almost 3,000 Yukoners, many of whom werer o
young people — our prime labour force — left thek¥n to

find work Outside.

One of our mainstay industries — mining — was nearl
defunct, with exploration and development spendimgthe
territory being less than $10 million. Rebuildingikon’s pri-
vate sector economy was priority number one forpevious
Yukon Party governments elected in 2002 and reteden
2006.

Given the daunting challenges they faced, the ptesviwo
Yukon Party administrations are to be congratuldtedtheir
superb job in reviving our economy. | want to thaaich of the
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members who served in those administrations. Wegeteful
for your contributions to Yukon.

Our vision for moving forward together continuesbtald
upon the previous four pillars: better quality dé| the envi-
ronment, the economy and good government.

We committed to dealing with the challenges thgt@aw-
ing, prosperous economy creates. Such challengéswsng
and land availability, clean energy, transportaton commu-
nications infrastructure, greater access to health and ensur-
ing the social service safety net is there for jedp need,
more education and training facilities and prograasswell as
robust land and resource management systems.

Your Yukon Party government welcomes these chadieng
Yukoners selected us to lead the territory becdlseYukon
Party team has the vision, energy and experienceetet these
challenges head on. On October 11, Yukoners matieiae to
continue to prosper and grow under the stewardshig re-
elected Yukon Party government.

I would like to talk for a few minutes about supigsofor
families — specifically families of children and w@ts with
disabilities. During the campaign, many Yukonerared with
me the challenges they face with respect to medisaks they
or a loved one faced. For some, the challenge wting ac-
cess to tests, treatments and therapies. For pthesss access-
ing opportunities that would allow them to remotielir homes
to accommodate a loved one’s physical disability.

The issue hits close to home for me. | have thhéldren,
one of whom has autism. | know first-hand the @ralkes we
face. As a parent, there are moments when onederipletely
helpless. You know that your child needs help aod know
that it's your job as a parent to ensure that #lp s found, but
there are times when a parent just can’t do it.t'Shen awful
place to be. | cannot put into words the feelinteo than to
say it is awful and it is overwhelming. We werewésrtunate
that, with the support of the previous Yukon Payernment,
our son was able to get some help from an incredidhm. |
cannot say enough about the work of Joanne Staningte
Searle, Andrea Sharpe, Karen Rach, Teresa Smithoteis
who have helped my son. A family-centred approacsupport
for children and adults with disabilities is essantEach child
is unique and each family is unique.

One of the reasons | decided to run for office Wwasause
| wanted to work on this issue. After setting upvems for my
son, which in return opened doors for many othdddm and
families to receive support, and after foundingigmt Yukon, |
became convinced that it was an area that | cdalggpart in
making our territory’s response even better.

During the campaign when | was knocking on doonrsk-Y
oners shared with me their struggles, not only witkism, but
with other situations. As we talked about this asaapaign
team, | know many of my colleagues were hearinglainsto-
ries. | take great pride in the fact that the YulRarty commit-
ted to providing support services for children amtlilts with
disabilities in addition to the services alreadgvided to chil-
dren with autism. Having seen firsthand how mudaséhsup-
port services can improve the life of a child wéhtism, | am
pleased to support these services being extendddniibies

with other disabilities. I'm also proud that we awmitted to

provide assistance to Yukoners with disabilitiesntodify their

homes to accommodate their disability. Again, tbammit-

ment speaks to the concerns that | heard at the &ven as |
read that commitment, | can think of specific indials in my
riding who will benefit from that commitment. I'meased that
we will establish a new caregiver tax credit fomfées caring
for a relative with a disability including senioradults and
children with severe disabilities.

A few moments ago, | mentioned that some familiesdh
access to therapy.

Our government has committed to providing additiona
funding for therapies, as well as money for spé&zsdl equip-
ment, ramps and lifts to assist people with dig@#sl through
an expanded and revitalized family support for dreih with
disabilities program.

| go back to my own experience as a father of &lahith
autism. The early intervention that my son receiveate all
the difference in him having a great quality otlifarly, in-
tense and sustained intervention in a child’s dié@ be clearly
life-changing for the child and the family. Unlesse has ex-
perienced it firsthand, it's difficult to explairotv challenging
raising a child with a disability can be. Our gawaent recog-
nizes that, and that’s why we committed to enhaheehome
care program, including providing more help forpites care of
children and dependant relatives. We all want tprowe the
quality of life by improving how we care for Yukarse We
recognize that the key to better health care imfrove access
to medical professionals. We are committed to ini@rfuk-
oners’ access to family doctors, nurses and medjpatialists
by implementing a new health human resource styateglud-
ing doubling the family physician incentive progrdon physi-
cians who have recently graduated in exchange @oking in
Yukon; creating a new family physician recruitmértentive;
increasing the medical education bursary; increptie nurs-
ing education bursary; increasing the health peifeseduca-
tion bursary; and offering the Yukon Medical Asstitin
funding to expand supports to visiting specialestsl medical
graduates in residency.

Access to medical services is not just a Whitehmsge; it
affects the Yukon as a whole. That is why our goment
committed to continue to build new regional hodpiia both
Watson Lake and Dawson City.

During the campaign, one of the main issues wasihgu
and land availability. 1 want to talk about thisug for a few
minutes as it illustrates a great point. In 2002,083 people
lived in Yukon. Our most recent population couns hes at
35,175. That's an increase of 5,112, or 17 percent.

The 2006 census showed the total number of reotaddr
holds that year was 3,840, which is roughly 30 eetrof all
households.

First, what has the government been doing? Wellletun
the Yukon Party’s watch, the government has in@eats so-
cial housing stock by 40 percent. Think about fbatn minute.
There are 40 percent more social housing unitsyttitin there
were eight years ago. This is in addition to th@ B@its this
government has refurbished and renovated. That snean
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have 500 new and improved housing units. The YuRarty
has and will continue to make great progress adiurgsthe
housing needs of Yukoners.

What impresses me is the realization that we haes Iso
successful in revitalizing Yukon as a place in \bhjgeople
want to live. Just think about the changes we'valena the
past decade. It is worth noting the kind of hougimg we have
built. The Yukon Advisory Council on Women’s Issuad-
vised the government that single-parent housing thagreat-
est need they identified. The Yukon Party governmen
sponded to that on a priority basis. The governnenttified
the need for more senior-sensitive housing, noy onWhite-
horse, but in other communities as well.

We know that Yukon elders and seniors want to b,
in the communities where they've built their liveaijsed their
children and formed great friendships. The YukontyPenade
addressing seniors housing a priority. That resultZ8 new
units in Whitehorse, 48 units built on the Yukonll€ge cam-
pus and another 30 units on the waterfront. Indizis who
have toured both buildings are very impressed whiéhbeauti-
ful views from both locations. These are wondenubnderful
complexes. We have 35 new units in other Yukon camities
like Haines Junction, Watson Lake, Teslin and F&iearly,
we are addressing this problem head-on.

Speaker: Order please. The time being 5:30, this
House now stands adjourned until 1:00 p.m. tomaorrow

Debate on motion re Address in Reply to the Sp&eah
the Throne accordingly adjourned

The House adjourned at 5:30 p.m.
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