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Yukon Legislative Assembly
Whitehorse, Yukon
December 6, 2011 — 1:00 p.m.

Speaker: I will now call the House to order. We will
commence with prayers.

Prayers

DAILY ROUTINE
Speaker:  We will proceed with the Order Paper.
Tributes.

TRIBUTES

In recognition of National Day of Remembrance and
Action on Violence Against Women

Hon. Ms. Taylor: Mr. Speaker, | rise to pay tribute to
December 6, the National Day of Remembrance antAcn
Violence Against Women in Canada.

Established in 1991 by Parliament, this day maklesan-
niversary of the day on which 14 young women, i89,3ragi-
cally lost their lives at I'Ecole PolytechniqueMontreal. Their
lives were taken because they were women.

December 6 is an opportunity to consider those wome

and girls for whom violence is a daily reality almdremember
those who have died as a result of gender-baséshce.

December 6 also represents an opportunity for Ganad
to reflect and speak out against violence agaimmsh@n in our
society.

Ms. White: | rise on behalf of the Official Opposition
to commemorate this day, December 6, the Natiore} Df
Remembrance and Action on Violence Against Womdris T
day helps us to recall the deaths of 14 women medde
Montreal’s Ecole Polytechnique in 1989. Althouglattiragic
day is now 22 years in our past, the event livesiromour
memories. This stands out for us as Canadians bedawas
the very first act of such violence that we hadresudfered as a
country. These murders were a symbolic act of vange
against women by one troubled mind. These studemst®
strong, progressive women who had chosen a pathhtudh
only recently been opened to them. They wantedetmime
engineers.

These women wanted simply to work as men do, vhiéh t
freedoms and rights of men. The loss of the futwéd4
bright, young, educated women, who would have dmunied
much to the well-being and advancement of our $pcis a
loss for all of Canada.

Despite many advances, women still suffer physjcall
emotionally, economically and even politically img country.
There is sometimes strong resistance to the ftdigmation of
women and it is often displayed in acts of violgndisregard
and aggression toward them.

It is right and just that we have this day of mongn Like
many tragedies, we cannot forget. We must leamm foar mis-
takes so that we do not repeat them in the futtig® also a day
for action where we stand together, united as atcputo say
that we do not condone violence against women. \Wst edu-
cate ourselves, our families, our children andfdends about

Here in the Yukon, we have a high level of violencethe truth about what happened in Montreal, aboettthth of

against women. Compared to the provinces, we hates rof
sexual assault that are two to three times higbatistics Can-
ada also shows that the highest proportion of sglotislence
continues to be in the north. Of those incidentst thre re-
ported, women and girls continue to be the mostyikictims
in spousal violence, accounting for 83 percentictims.

what continues to happen today. Misogynist actyiolence
against women will continue if we do not face treality indi-
vidually and as a society and say, “No more.”

Mr. Silver: | rise today on behalf of the Liberal caucus to
join with my colleagues as | did today at noon la Elijah

Increasingly, more and more people, both women an&mith Building to pay tribute to the National DafyRemem-

men, are speaking out and taking action and, fier tram en-
couraged. By working together and doing our colecpart to
prevent violence in our communities, we can havalthier
communities, safer families and happier childrere ¥én live
free of violence.

| would like to thank the many individuals in owrmmu-
nities, especially the front-line workers who wavkh victims
of violence every day. | would also like to tharie tVictoria
Faulkner Women'’s Centre, Les EssentiElles, KaushBé&ice,
Whitehorse Aboriginal Women’s Circle, Yukon Aborigil
Women'’s Council, Yukon Status of Women’s Counaild ahe
Women'’s Directorate for their work in our commuedito
raise awareness about violence through their examtspublic
information campaigns during the 12 Days to Endl&fice
against women, which ends today with this yeartsuah vigil.

| encourage us all to take strength and couraga fvoe
another to speak out against violence when wetdegppening
and to find the power within ourselves to be agémtprogres-
sive change in our community.

brance and Action on Violence Against Women. Ittstavith
November 25, the International Day for the Elimioatof Vio-
lence Against Women, and December 6, the Natiorzal &f
Mourning and National Day to End Violence Againsomén,
culminating with December 10nternational Human Rights
Day.

Gender-based violence has been brought to therdmtef
and on to the international and national scenghittime, we
remember all women globally whose lives were traljc
ended because of the bias of misogyny, the hatredmen.

December 6, 2011, marks the"?anniversary of what be-
came known as the Montreal massacre. For 45 mimuntde-
cember 6, 1989, 14 women at L’Ecole Polytechnigqeeevtar-
geted and tragically murdered simply because theyew
women. Beyond commemorating the loss of these shgo
women, this day represents a time for Canadiapatse and
reflect upon the phenomena of violence against womeour
society.

For many women and girls, violence is a daily tgali is
estimated that 60 percent of Canadian women haffered
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from physical or psychological violence at someetim their
lives, and this is not acceptable.

The 12-day White Ribbon campaign to end violence

against women runs from November 26 to Decemb®@/éall
have a role to play in violence prevention. As warkrthis sad
anniversary, let us renew our resolve to preventeiminate
violence against women.

By wearing the white ribbon, we pledge to never ooin
condone or remain silent about violence against @mrand
girls. Wearing the white ribbon signifies men wargito end
men’s violence against women. | wish to commend Itioal
White Ribbon Yukon organizers, Scott Carlson arel/&tRod-
dick, for their commitment and hard work. If yout gechance
to take a look at their video on YouTube, it featudocal
teachers, students and coaches taking pride inaznigr their
feminine side.

Let us consider what we can do individually andlem|
tively to help heal victims of violence and buildsafer future,
not only for our daughters, wives, sisters and mithbut for
all women. Respect for girls and women and equéalktiyveen
men and women are preconditions to ending violeWs must
teach our children by example that all forms oflefnze are
unacceptable and that we are responsible for our astions.
We must take a stand together to end gender-baskzuhee. |
encourage all men to behave in a way that promeqeslity,
dignity and respect for all women and to help dmdircle of
violence. We must each take responsibility for dind a na-
tion where no one lives in fear because of themdge and
where we can all live freely and safely and pgptité fully in
society. Together, we can make a difference.

In recognition of White Ribbon campaign

Hon. Mr. Pasloski:
today to pay tribute to the White Ribbon campaifis cam-
paign launches every year on November 25, whictksntire
International Day for the Elimination of Violencegainst
Women. The White Ribbon campaign is the largestreffi the
world of men working to end violence against womieémelies
on volunteer support and financial contributiorerindividu-
als and organizations.

Mr. Speaker, | rise in the House

free from physical, sexual or psychological violenat all
times.

Wearing a white ribbon is a personal pledge to neve
commit, condone, nor remain silent about violengmirest
women. Each year, men and boys are urged to wedrita

ribbon, starting on November 25, the Internatidday for the
Elimination of Violence Against Women, until Deceenbg,

Canada’s National Day of Remembrance and ActionV/ion

lence Against Women. By wearing a white ribbon, merdge
to never commit violence again or remain silentuatviolence.

The elimination of sexism and our commitment toiegd
violence against women are absolutely fundamentalchiev-
ing full equality for all women and in creating comnities of
peace and safety for women and girls. As men, wentake a
choice to speak and act when we know violencekisagaplace.
Our sisters, nieces, mothers, aunts and our childezd us to
demonstrate leadership and strength in our allidel to chal-
lenge and prevent violence through our actionsamdwords.
Without our actions and commitments, women ands giill
continue to experience barriers to gender equality.

Men must join women who continue to work tirelesaly
victim services workers and transition home workerso of-
ten feel isolated in their efforts. As men, we msgeak out
against sexism and violence and strive to becofies alith
women to ensure that gender equality is realizettienYukon,
not least through the creation of safety and rdsparc all
women and all girls. This is a challenge that amnrman and
should choose to take.

Mr. Barr: | also rise on behalf of the Official Opposi-
tion to pay tribute to December 6, a day for remembe and
action on violence against women. Today we men w&e@hite
ribbon to signify our stance that violence agaimstmen must
end. We are proud to note that the White Ribbonpzagn was
started by our own Jack Layton.

December 6, 1989 is significant for the deathsHiyosing
of 14 women students in Montreal. The loss of tleeintribu-
tions to a more tolerant society is tragic foraliCanada. It is
vital that, as men, we educate ourselves and thosend us
about the absolute necessity for understandingdbe causes

The White Ribbon campaign addresses issues qu)Ublbf such violence. Without that understanding, nanges can

policy and encourages men and boys to speak othein
workplaces and their communities against violenoaedto
women.

In 1991, a handful of men in Canada decided theal &a
responsibility to urge men to speak out againdewice against

women. They were responding to the terrible eveh3ecem-
ber 6, 1989 at the L’Ecole Polytechnique in Monitreut-
raged by that specific act of hatred and violenoe by soci-

ety’s general willingness to turn a blind eye tolence against

women, these men chose to act. They chose the rilfiiten as
a symbol of men’s opposition to violence againsimea.

| was proud this morning in our community of Cassdo
be a part of the men and boys in our community -at tras
been going on for a few years now — that we goang we
cooked breakfast for all the women of our commuaitg gave
them fresh flowers and just pampered them. By ddiagwith
the young boys — educating and being — we are wglbkiur
talk as men. Women face misogynist acts daily, fremem-
ingly minor sexist jokes to sexual assault and dsiimevio-
lence. Until there is an attitude by everyone thatnen truly
are equal in our society, violence against womdhagntinue.

As an elected representative of Yukoners, as aiedarr This is a day calling for action, as well as mongni Active

man, as a father of three daughters and one som, proud to
wear a white ribbon.

Members of the Legislative Assembly, it is our @sw-
bility to be role models in working against violentoward
women by acknowledging that women have the righlivie

changes must occur on a very personal level. Whersee
bullying of women in the workplace, when we refusecon-
tribute to the unpaid work done by women in the dedhwld,
when we don't vote for a woman because she is ssea
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weaker candidate — those are times when we mustmérar
the 14 young women in Montreal.

In recognition of International Day of Persons with
Disabilities

Hon. Mr. Graham:
our of International Day of Persons with Disaldii The
United Nations General Assembly declared 1981 adlriter-
national Year of Disabled Persons. The aim was dser
awareness about the need for full participation eaahlity for
everyone. The following year, the General Assemidyned
December 3 as the International Day of Persons Wiglabili-
ties. The theme this year is, “Together for a etterld for all:
Including persons with disabilities in developmént.

The Health and Social Services department suppeds
ple with disabilities in a number of ways. The fimgupports
for children with disabilities unit promotes eaitygervention to
increase a child’'s lifelong learning potential, cdinated ac-
cess to supports and interventions, and inclusiochddren
with disabilities in community life. Community adwervices
unit provides employment counselling, income aasist, and
supportive outreach services. The department ataeds a
suite of decision-making legislation to protect Yuakrs,
whether temporarily or permanently disabled.

The Adult Protection and Decision-Making Adhe Care

Consent Act— which applies to children as well as adults —

and thePublic Guardian and Trustee Abklp protect the rights
of Yukoners who are unable through disability dneks to
make decisions for themselves.

As well, through its mental health services, péllacare
program, residential care programs and respite sareices,
the department offers support to Yukoners at ages$ of life
and at all levels of ability. As well, almost evesther depart-
ment in government offers some form of assistamcédlp
Yukoners dealing with disabilities. For instancejuEation
offers special programs for students who need apsupports
as well as financial assistance to students witimnpaent dis-
abilities to cover their costs.

As an employer, Government of Yukon abides by écpol
that governs its dealings with employees who hasahbdities.
In part, it says: Yukon government is committedufiholding
the duty to accommodate the needs of employeesdigttbili-
ties, pursuant to theluman Rights Actin a manner that re-
spects the dignity of employees with disabiliti@scommoda-
tion of such needs is intended to support a workrenment
where everyone’s contributions are meaningful arodipctive.
This is what government is doing with regard tospes with
disabilities. These programs and acts fit withia ¢iieater prin-
ciples of social inclusion, but social inclusiorth& responsibil-
ity of everyone — individuals, communities and gaweents.
| was reminded on Saturday when | met with a permbo has
a disability or, as | would like to think of it, @sperson with a
different ability, how far the city has come in rting the chal-
lenges of persons with disabilities and how farhase yet to
go, even within the city.

That is simply because, at the four-way stop onoBSéc
Avenue, there’s no disabled parking and, when tiosvscondi-

| rise in the House today in hon-

tions are similar to what they were on Saturday, amost
impossible for a person in a wheelchair to actuatfigke it
across the street in the time given with the light. we have
come a long way, but we have a long way yet to go.

For that reason, it's up to every one of us to laoéund
and see how we can include our friends, neighbandsfamily
members who have disabilities.

In recognition of the Department of Highways and
Public Works

Ms. Moorcroft: I would like to pay tribute to Yukon’s
Department of Highways and Public Works and its ynem-
ployees in Whitehorse and the communities, who werk
around the clock to clear Yukon’s roads followingsterday’'s
strange and severe weather conditions.

Yesterday morning it was raining throughout theitiery,
and this was followed by a blizzard that dumped ot snow
on top of black ice. Last night on my drive homeaksed two
vehicles in the ditch. By this morning, the souttordike
Highway and Alaska Highway had been plowed. As dasp
Highways and Public Works is blading and sandirg riteds
that still have travel advisories out.

Thank you to them and to the Highways and Publich&/o
crews who were busy throughout the night to makeroads
safe. We appreciate their work.

Speaker:  Introduction of visitors.
Are there any returns or documents for tabling?

TABLING RETURNS AND DOCUMENTS

Hon. Mr. Cathers: | rise today to table two docu-
ments. The first is a letter addressed to mysadftae Minister
of Environment from the Chief of the Trondék Hwé&ohFirst
Nation, the Na Cho Nydk Dun First Nation, the Vuntu
Gwitchin First Nation, and the Gwich’in Tribal Cazihregard-
ing thePeel Watershed Regional Land Use Ptard their pro-
posed schedule for continuing and concluding caasahs.

The second document is a letter from myself toshee
four chiefs indicating the government’'s agreemeiith vthe
basic schedule and proposing a meeting betweenlimgrse
them.

Speaker: Are there any further returns or documents
for tabling?
Ms. Stick: | have before me théMinority Report on

Whistle-Blower Protectiothat | would like tabled at this time.
Thank you.

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

Point of order

Speaker:
sources.

Hon. Mr. Cathers: | believe the document that the
member just tabled was attempted to be tabled jpmegious
session. A previous speaker ruled that matter batdaer since
the committee had not concluded its work. I'd aski yo re-
view that matter and report to the House.

The Hon. Minister of Energy, Mines and Re-
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Speaker’s statement
Speaker: | will take it under review and report back.
Are there any petitions?
Are there any bills to be introduced?
Are there any notices of motion?

NOTICES OF MOTION
Ms. Moorcroft:

lowing motion:
THAT it is the opinion of this House that the piiples of

rehabilitation, healing and reintegration of offersl found in

Yukon's Corrections Actshould be respected in our justice

system and restorative justice approaches, sugireasharge
diversion, First Nation justice committees and camity-
based policing are effective; and

THAT the Minister of Justice should urge the fedigiav-
ernment to withdraw the omnibus crime bill, C-1Be Safe
Streets and Communities Act

| give further notice of the following motion:

THAT this House urges the Minister of Justice tspand
positively to the recommendations made by Yukon eois
groups to the Review of Yukon’s Police Force 20fbaind in
the Yukon Aboriginal Women’s Council Report and Bee

mendations, antf My Life Depended On:lYukon Women and

the RCMR in the review of policing in the Yukon and to

Yukon women, by:
(1) ensuring gender equality on the Yukon Policeiri,
and by naming to the council one woman nominated lyon

aboriginal women’s groups and one woman nominated b

Yukon women’s groups;

(2) establishing a public complaints process tBatam-
munity-based, accessible, transparent, accountahtt has
timely reporting;

(3) increasing resources and supports for the pdalfety
of aboriginal women;

(4) committing resources for a legal advocate pmsito
assist women victims of violence;

(5) investigating whether primary aggressor legistais
appropriate for Yukon;

(6) establishing a sexual assault and domestienod re-
sponse team that includes medical support and s.tcesctim
services;

(7) increasing training and resources to ensune reffec-
tive prosecutions of women assault charges;

(8) establishing a women’s court watch project twnitor
woman abuse cases;

(9) ensuring RCMP compliance with a civilian conipla
model is part of the contract agreement with RCMP;

(10) enhancing the community orientation of Yukatiqe
members and officers in cooperation with First biatieader-
ship and municipalities; and

(11) ensuring all Yukon RCMP members and officers
ceive training on interviewing women victims of kdoce,
youth, and people with disabilities, violence agawomen in
the north, First Nation culture, and the histori@adl contempo-
rary RCMP and First Nation relations.

-

Ms. Stick: | give notice of the following motion:

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon to in
troduce effective whistle-blower protection legtsla, guided
by the submissions and deliberations of the Seélechmittee
on Whistle-blower Protection, so that governmenpleyees
who act in good conscience to report unethicalassibly ille-

Mr. Speaker, | give notice of the fol- ga| activity within the workplace will be protectéwm disci-

pline or retribution for doing so.

Mr. Elias: | give notice of the following motion:

THAT this House urges the Yukon government to ctinsu
with Yukoners and meet with the Yukon College Boaifd
Governors to resolve the issue of endowment laodthe col-
lege that:

(1) ensures Yukon College has adequate land-based r
sources to accommodate any future expansion it nmaer-
take; and

(2) ensures the remaining land reflects the neadsbast
interests of the community.

I give notice of the following motion:

THAT this House urges the Yukon government to emabl
the Standing Committee on Rules, Elections andilBges, or
SCREP, to fulfill its mandate to propose changethé&Stand-
ing Orders of this Assembly, make progress on latiji® re-
form and improve decorum in the House by:

(1) ensuring that the chair of the committee caliaeeting
in the near future;

(2) giving its members on the committee a free hardk-
termining matters;

(3) allowing the committee to schedule a sufficieamber
of meetings to deal with these matters; and

(4) providing the committee with sufficient resoescto
properly carry out its work.

Mr. Silver:
tion:

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon te ex
plain, by way of ministerial statement, the additbexpendi-
ture of $8.1 million on the new Correctional Centmntained
in the Supplementary Estimates Notabled last week.

| rise to give notice of the following mo-

| also give notice of the following motion:

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon takvo
with the private sector and the placer mining induso en-
courage the development of a local gasificatioilifgdo burn
waste oil.

| also give notice of the following motion:

THAT this House urges the Yukon government to ratpul
the practice of midwifery in Yukon and to ensure tosts of
midwife services are covered under the Yukon heesdite in-
surance plan.

Speaker:  Are there any further notices of motion?
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Mr. Hassard:
motion:

THAT this House urges the Yukon government to imple
ment a comprehensive Yukon water strategy withgoedlud-
ing:

(1) improving access to safe drinking water;

(2) increasing data collection and information gigr
about water resources;

(3) protecting the quality of Yukon's groundwates- r
sources; and

(4) planning for current and future needs.

| rise to give notice of the following

Speaker: Is there a statement by a minister?
This brings us to Question Period.

QUESTION PERIOD
Question re: Yukon economy and environment

Ms. Hanson:
honoured by the presence of the Rt. Hon. David skoim) his
Excellency, the Governor General. In the Governené&al’s
address to this House, he discussed the importinsestain-
able economic development and the historic natfitheo Na-
tional Round Table on the Environment and the EoondHe
praised the past leadership role taken by the Yukahis area.
He was clear: sound economic planning means souwvidoa-
mental planning. The two are not separate. WhatteePre-
mier's plans for sustainable economic developmert for
growing a healthy local economy for our friendsigheours
and our children?

Hon. Mr. Dixon: Thanks to the member opposite for
the question. This government believes very muchkustain-
able development and the importance of joining ¢hgiron-
ment and economic development. That's a good redsen
Premier decided to have me sit as Minister of Emvinent and
Minister of Economic Development.

Sustainable development, at its heart, sees thieqgtian of
the environment and the development of the econasntwo
heads of the same beast. We have a number of sathianhave
been undertaken by the Department of Economic Devednt,
in terms of diversifying our economy and, througk Depart-
ment of Environment, we promote a number of adsitto
protect the environment.

Ms. Hanson:
oners that they wanted sustainable economic dewedopand
that this development had to be underpinned byadttheenvi-
ronment. As a result, the Yukon Council on the Esoyn and
the Environment was created and was given an ialtegie in
sound economic planning. This mandate includechgctis a
public forum for economic and environmental issuesjew-
ing major policies, strategic legislative and paogrinitiatives
— not leaving it internal to government, but allogithe pub-
lic to have a voice — functioning as the centralisory group
to the government on the Yukon economic strategy.

Under previous Yukon Party governments, this cdunc
was ignored and then disbanded. This contravené&srYlaws
— it is required by legislation — and it underminasr eco-
nomic planning in uncertain economic and sociaésm

Previous governments heard from Yuk-

Mr. Speaker, we have here an opportunity to proiede-
ership. Will the Premier commit to re-establishihg Yukon
Council on the Economy and the Environment andwnaiig it
to provide valuable assistance in planning for eaonomic
future?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: Mr. Speaker, at this time, the
Yukon government has no plans to reactivate oruetstre the
Yukon Council on the Economy and the Environmerg.ig:
sues arise, the Yukon government seeks out orves@idvice
and counsel from a full range of sources, includiogrds and
committees established under the UFA, First Nafiomsnici-
palities, and non-government organizations.

Ms. Hanson: We have seen the result of ad hoc deci-
sion-making through past Yukon Party governments \ahat
we were hoping for with this new government wag thare
would actually be a new vision. The Yukon requiesglership.
Leadership in challenging times is not done onflyenor is it

In February of this year, the House was@ccomplished without solid, strategic economic andiron-

mental planning. Leadership should rely on the e&laif Yuk-
oners and people with real knowledge and expeitisaéle and
outside of government. In the absence of a compbe plan,
in the absence of the Yukon economic strategy,thadrukon
Council on the Economy and the Environment, how tiié
Premier provide leadership?

Hon. Mr. Dixon: We heard loudly and clearly from
Yukoners during the election that they want a gjrdrealthy,
diversified economy and the protection of a healtiagural
wilderness. We see those priorities reflected in mandate,
both in terms of our platform and our actions gdioigvard.

We've undertaken a number of activities on the Vration
and diversification of the economy — innovationdetermine
that we proceed with the development of a knowldolgged
economy that reflects the importance of the envirent and
the development of clean climate technology inténgtory.

Question re:  Restorative justice

Ms. Moorcroft: Yesterday the Minister of Justice, in
his Reply to the Speech from the Throne, spoke va#iing
about the conditions of children and adults withissm spec-
trum disorder and fetal alcohol spectrum disord®res the
minister support a restorative justice approach kieaps peo-
ple with mental health conditions, autism spectrdisorders
and fetal alcohol spectrum disorders out of coiwest facili-
ties?

Hon. Mr. Nixon: In addressing the member opposite,
the government has made great progress toward rimepiéng
recommendations itsharing Common Ground — Review of
Yukon'’s Police Force — Final Report.

The preliminary construction has begun on the seasr
sessment facility, the facility that will repladeet Whitehorse
RCMP detachment cells, providing a high standardané and
supervision of persons detained by the RCMP.

| did attend the session by Shannon Moroney and was
itouched deeply, and those are things that I'm takinder con-
sideration.

Ms. Moorcroft: I would like to believe — although
that was a fairly vague answer — that the minidtas support
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a more progressive model of justice than the ireaton of
youth and adults with conditions that cannot benged. It has
been proven over and over that this segment ofsoaiety is
best kept out of custody. Mandatory minimum sergenand
the incarceration of youth is costly and countedpitive. The
Canadian Bar Association has spoken out againsfettheral
government’s crime omnibus legislation, t8afe Streets and

Communities Actwhich does not make communities safer.

Indeed, the State of Texas, which has tried suclitipa meas-
ures and found that mandatory penalties and mininsem
tences are extremely costly in the long run. Is thiaister
aware of the findings from the Texas experience waitlidhe
agree that to implement the federal Bill C-10 Wi too costly
for Yukon?

Hon. Mr. Graham: Mr. Speaker, I'd like to respond
in part to the part about keeping these peopleobwustody.
We have a number of programs at the present tinegatipg
through Health and Social Services that are spadlifi tailored
to keep young people out of jail or custody of &iyd. And
we’re looking at other options that we hope to b do an-
nounce in the very near future to do just thathetp these —
not only young people, but people with disabilitetsa later
time in their life.

Ms. Moorcroft: Mr. Speaker, the fact is that the fed-
eral Bill C-10 will eliminate the ability of the gliciary to exer-
cise any discretion in their sentencing decisiéliegrams such
as those the members opposite have spoken aboid notbe
available given the provisions in Bill C-10. Fifdation people
are already over-represented in our jails andttiiss likely to
increase the numbers of aboriginal inmates. Thioigrary to
the Gladue decision. | would point out, Mr. Speakieat crime
rates are decreasing without these vengeful actigokon’s
restorative justice approaches such as pre-charge —

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

Point of order

Speaker:
der.

Hon. Mr. Cathers: Mr. Speaker, | believe it's con-
trary to our Standing Orders and to past rulingsafanember
of this House to refer to the actions of anotheregoment in
Canada as being “vengeful”.

Speaker:
point of order.

Ms. Moorcroft:
term “vengeful” is an unparliamentary term, and duld ask
that you consider whether you will in fact rule tthlhe word
“vengeful” would be unparliamentary. | think this @n appro-
priate description of the state of affairs.

Speaker’s statement
Speaker:
later.

Ms. Moorcroft: Mr. Speaker, Yukon'’s restorative jus-
tice approaches, such as pre-charge diversiort, Fatson jus-
tice initiatives and community-based policing aredive
measures to support healing and dignity over ireratmon and

Government House Leader, on a point of or-

Mr. Speaker, | do not believe that the

retribution. We want to see, and as the Yukon Pateted in its
election platform, they want to see —

Speaker:  Order please. The member’s time is up. Ask
the question please.

Ms. Moorcroft: Again, | ask the Minister of Justice,
will he support justice, not vengeance, and urge féderal
minister to withdraw its omnibus crime bill?

Hon. Mr. Nixon: Mr. Speaker, in addressing the
member opposite, Bill C-10 has raised questionhénYukon
and nationally around increased costs related tot€@nd cor-
rections services as a result of changes to mandatioimums
and conditional sentencing. Fortunately, our goremnt has
been proactive in preparing for the future of catimal needs
by implementing theCorrectional Redevelopment Strategic
Plan which, among other things, has improved our abilit
absorb more inmates without significantly incregsiosts.

If we want to talk about Bill C-10 specifically, gére are
things built in there like: th@rotecting Children From Sexual
Predators Act;the Penalties for Organized Drug Crime Act
Sebastien’s Lawthe Ending House Arrest for Property and
Other Serious Crimes by Serious and Violent Offendet.
We are prepared; the Yukon is prepared. We ar@xmecting
a great increase in costs, and this governmentrignitted to
working.

Questionre:  Dawson City hospital

Mr. Silver: | have a question for the Minister of
Health and Social Services about the model of hezlte that
will be used in the new Dawson hospital.

Dawson residents are very pleased with this newthea
care infrastructure in the community. We are léssthappy,
however, with how this project has been implememtedith
the government’s decision to set up the facilitaasacute-care
hospital.

The government’s direction and lack of communitgun
on this project is one of the main reasons why |stamding
here today. Residents have been recommending éodaist
year that the government look at turning the Dawlsospital
into a collaborative health care facility, one tkall allow the
community nurses to play a larger role in the d=lvof health
care. Open any journal on modern medicine todaythisdis
the model. We have a unique chance to show tha tiken

The Member for Copperbelt South, on thegovernment is on the cutting edge in rural comnyuhgalth

care.

Is the new Minister of Health willing to look at ahging
the model of health care delivery in the new h@dpit

Hon. Mr. Graham: Mr. Speaker, at the current time,
we have an open dialogue with the Yukon HospitatpOma-
tion with regard to the future of the hospital imvMdson City
and we will continue that dialogue.

Mr. Silver: It was quite obvious at the Yukon Hospital

I will take it under advisement and discuss i'[Corporation’s AGM in Dawson last month that thedbomedi-

cal community has many unanswered questions, amgd feit
that they had very little input into the programmiat the new
hospital.

| can tell the minister that there are a lot of ajmby medi-
cal professionals in my community and they wanbéoheard.
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Under the previous Yukon Party government, theyeweot.

This minister has an opportunity to improve theiaion by

simply listening to what the people have to saye &hute care
model lacks the accommodation for the scope ofl Inaeses’

training and abilities, and that is the issue here.

We would hate to see local nurses forced to sdirth

homes and leave the community because of thisthasds the
danger that our community is facing. Could the st speak
of any plans his government has in mind to reméidby situa-
tion?

Hon. Mr. Graham: The hospital in Dawson City will
be providing six beds and offering a number of e, every-
thing from stabilization to monitoring and obsexyjinacute
medical and mental health intervention and othee @s re-
quired in a number of different areas. | know fofaat that
there is ongoing consultation between the YukonpiakCor-
poration and the Dawson City medical services groamm
hopefully they'll be able to work out a processwvalyich both
will be able to move forward with the hospital im®son City.

Mr. Silver: I'm unsure about the medical hospital

group the minister speaks of.

Health care professionals with whom | have spokeer o
the last year are very disappointed in how thisrergrocess
unfolded. Their input was ignored and they werel tobt to
talk to the media, not to criticize the governmand just sim-
ply toe the line.

They think there is a better way to set up the hals@nd |
agree with them. Health care professionals andieess alike
want to see a collaborative health care model a&dbpy this
new facility.

Let’s put money and focus into health promotionoas
posed to illness treatment. A collaborative modievas work
within the schools and community organizations tonmte
healthy living, and it would be less costly in s&a and re-
cruitment, as we already have these nurses inawn.tlt is
also the environment needed to recruit doctors etgcom-
munity-oriented and who are willing to stay andgaet of the
community.

The current plan will mean higher paid, fly-in doxst who
will spend their salaries down south after thetation is com-
plete.

Will the minister meet with health care providemsDaw-
son and hear from them directly? Will he commititong that?

Hon. Mr. Graham: Mr. Speaker, | don’'t know ex-
actly where the member is getting his informatioonf, be-
cause he is talking about two different things.cDgsions are
currently taking place with the Dawson City healtntre staff
regarding the model of care that will be put iagd in the new
Dawson City hospital.

As for a collaborative model, we're already begimnthat
system — or, it has been in place for a numberafy. Health
prevention, health care at a very young age, wéralv will
reduce the cost of hospital care in the future. y&s, that's
something that we are promoting.

I’'m not sure where the member is coming from ane I’
made a policy of meeting with anybody who wishesneet

with me at any time I'm available, and | will comtie that pol-
icy.

Question re:  Whistle-blower legislation

Ms. Stick: Yukon government workers are the real
face of government programs, services and polidiégy do
their jobs with professionalism as they serve thélip in a
wide variety of fields. On taking their jobs, theywear an oath
of confidentiality and loyalty. But what if a govenent worker
witnesses something that is an imminent threautdip health
and safety? Do they stay loyal and keep their matilt, or
speak out and chance losing their job and sourgecofne?

The Yukon has no effective whistle-blower proteatio
This needs to change. Will this government be icrgftules on
protecting whistle-blowers in the interest of enygles and the
greater public good during the'38egislative Assembly?

Hon. Ms. Taylor: | wish to thank the member oppo-
site for the question raised. First off, | wouldallike to add
our sincere thanks and gratitude for the very msif;mal work
that our public servants do on behalf of Yukonzeitis, day in
and day out. It is indeed very important work anis,iin fact,
work that is valued daily by the Government of Yoko

With respect to those individuals who feel aggrébve
through actions taken by Government of Yukon, theeepro-
visions within current statutes and within respectegislation,
and pieces of policies within our own collectiveregments,
whether it's theOmbudsman AgctOccupational Health and
Safety ActAccess to Information and Protection of Privacy
Act, and so forth. There are provisions availableefmployees
who feel aggrieved and are seeking refuge.

We are committed to whistle-blower protection ai,
fact, | believe that letters were sent recentlyolny Premier to
the respective leaders of the opposition partiglsng that they
put forth members interested in sitting on a set@rhmittee
that would oversee recommendations for whistle-elowro-
tection.

Ms. Stick: | don’t think we have received that letter
yet, but | thank the minister and we look forwaodréceiving
that.

In May 2007, the Government Leader establishedlacSe
Committee on Whistle-blower Protection and that pottee
received submissions from former public servanghour,
chambers of commerce, the Ombudsman, which wespgaite
of, and the Public Service Commission.

The Legislative Assembly has a wealth of materihbt
Yukoners contributed in good faith to the selectnotttee
process. We don’t have to study this again. | kfimm speak-
ing to colleagues and hearing from other memberthisnside
of the House that government employees are stitigo®ld not
to speak up against the government. My questiofi: thiis
government be taking the submissions and recomntienda
from the select committee process and developitegrand if
so, what time frame?

Hon. Ms. Taylor: As | just mentioned, or referenced
in my first response, we are, in fact, committedwtbistle-
blower protection, and as | articulated earlier, Beemier did
issue letters to both the Leader of the Officialp@gition and
also the Interim Leader of the Third Party, witlspect to ob-
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taining members and their participation on a setechmittee
that oversees recommendations that would formuldizt that
whistle-blower protection would look like. Mr. Spes, | ap-
preciate the information and all the work that wase by the
previous select committee that oversaw this verpartant
issue; however, that work was incomplete. It wassigned off
by all three respective political parties withirethegislature,
so we are hoping that we are able to reconvenereThie a
number of new members. It is a new government aadev-
tainly look forward to receiving new responses frtma Offi-
cial Opposition.

Ms. Stick: Thank you, Mr. Speaker; we look forward
to receiving that letter. We will be happy to pmeinames for
this committee, as I'm sure the other party with.td am hop-
ing that there are clear timelines and that thsoisiething that
we can be looking forward to sooner rather thaerlas the
minister able to give us an idea of what the timedi are for
this?

Hon. Ms. Taylor: Mr. Speaker, I'm very pleased to
hear that members of the opposition will indeedpb#icipat-
ing on the Select Committee on Whistle-blower Retba.

We look forward to their participation and coming with
the terms of reference that will oversee the ptaiaand over-
see the timelines to be determined. It will likbly through the
Government House Leader that we'll be coming ugh aitmo-
tion that will determine who will be participatiran this com-
mittee this sitting.

Questionre:  F.H. Collins Secondary School
reconstruction
Mr. Tredger: I and many students, teachers and pa

ents were dismayed to hear yesterday that the reatish of
the new F.H. Collins high school will experience gmother
delay. This time it will take another two and afhgars to
have it finally open. | trust the staff, the schoolincil and the
building advisory committee were fully involvedtinis action.

The previously announced opening of this much-ngede

school was just a few short months ago. My coneefinst for
the children and the teachers, while they are ngifor the
building to be completed two years from now. Foargenow,
the facility maintenance and upgrades have beetpqosd
because we were to get a new building. Now we vallwork-
ing in a school that is in need of extensive repaird has been
partially demolished.

Speaker:  Question.

Mr. Tredger: What measures has the minister mad
to ensure the safety and convenience of our childrel teach-
ers while they wait for the final completion of theilding?

Hon. Mr. Kent: Mr. Speaker, | have to start by reiter-
ating what I've said in media interviews over ttesfpcouple of
days, as well as in a meeting yesterday morning:2@ with
the building advisory committee and the school @iuihat is
that the Yukon government is firmly committed tlecing
the F.H. Collins Secondary School. We mentioneth ibur
platform, and it was in the throne speech delivebgdthe
Commissioner in front of this Assembly last wedls ome-
thing that is very, very important to every memlyerthis
House, and, of course, many of my constituents. Fhié.

r_

Collins Secondary School is decades old. It hasetlirout
many fine graduates, a number of whom sit in thagilature,
including me and the Member for Pelly-Nisutlin. \&ie proud
graduates of the class of 1986. We are asking gtiabol to
give us two more years. | can assure all membetisi®House
that the safety of the children and the teachemnd-the learn-
ing environment there — is of utmost importancesas well.

Mr. Tredger: Thank you, Mr. Minister. | know a
number of our constituents were concerned that dékay
meant that F.H. Collins might be built in anothpots | appre-
ciate your assurances.

The Auditor General in her report on the Departmat
Education stated the department lacked long-terailitfas
plans. This further delay in building F.H. Colliissjust one of
the many projects that this government has annauaicd then
delayed. Many announcements of new constructiofegtis
have come suspiciously close to election time.

Will the minister assure the House that the newh hig
school will now be completed within the two-yeandé frame?

Hon. Mr. Kent: A number of expenditures have been
made on that project already. | guess we wouldr nefehem
sort of as the “white collar expenditures of desigife have
spent approximately $1.3 million on design alreatlije site
works that occurred after the sod-turning a few themgo that
really kicked off the construction portion of theoect — we
spent approximately $400,000.

Now what we’re doing is — we want to make sure that
do the right thing for the students, the parents the teachers
over there by providing the learning model that wasisioned
by the building advisory committee. But of course also have
to be sound fiscal managers. We have to ensurehisgtroject
comes in on budget and that’s the work that witrg@n now
through my colleague, the Minister of Highways dpudblic
Works.

His officials are doing that due diligence rightwnto en-
sure we can meet that August 2015 deadline andedethe
learning model that was envisioned by the folks ywhoin all
the hard work to come up with it and to deliverttlearning
model within the budget that was set aside for piaject.

Mr. Tredger: There are millions of dollars wrapped
up in beginning projects that are then delayeeredt, and of-
ten result in cost overruns. It is a disturbingtgmt of ad hoc
planning.

We also know that the cost of building is incregssub-
stantially year by year. Will the minister assune House that
here is now enough money in the budget to completenew
F.H. Collins without having to go back for more negn— on
time and on budget?

Hon. Mr. Kent: That’s precisely what we're trying to
avoid on this side of the House by delaying theupancy of
the school by two years. We’re looking to avoid tost over-
runs and the change orders and all of the budgeiaey-
extensions that may occur. We're doing our bestliminate
any surprises, | guess, with regard to this pracess

Again, we want to make sure that the new schodl itha
built on-site, that was envisioned by the buildiagvisory
committee and the students, staff and parentdhesohe that
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meets the goals and meets the needs of not onlgléiss of
2016 but also the class of 2066. We're building $ghool for
a long life and we want to ensure that, again, stsnething
that serves as a model for*2dentury education. That's how
the design was envisioned and that's what we intendork
toward.

Question re:  Water quality

Mr. Barr: Throughout Canada, the public knows
what “Walkerton” means. The deaths due to drinkimater
contamination at Walkerton happened over 11 yeas. a
Walkerton crystallized in the public’s mind the iortance of
protecting our sources of drinking water and thednfr over-
sight. In the latest report card on drinking wateeasures
throughout Canadian provinces and territories, Yukeas
given a D+, the second lowest grade in the coumimy, a de-
cline since the 2006 report card. What will thizygimment do
to protect our sources of drinking water and enguitdic con-
sumption of drinking water is safe?

Hon. Mr. Graham:
drinking water monitoring program in place. We anethe
process right now of doing drinking water assesimen 20
major drinking water sources in the territory, amel will con-
tinue to do that kind of assessment. | think thathat will do
for now.

Mr. Barr: I'm glad that you are doing that at this
time. One of the reasons for Yukon’s poor showimghe re-
port card has to do with the lack of source-watestgxtion.
Important areas like wetlands and the headwatensatdrsheds
are protected in a case-by-case manner. Water reareag
areas in the Yukon have not explicitly restricteftain land
uses that might contaminate drinking water sourdésan-
while, as the high price of minerals continuesuel fa mining
and exploration boom, there is more activity on ldoed, and
without a thoughtful approach to source-water mtide, there
could be major impacts on our drinking water.

Will the Yukon government respond positively to @aor
water grade and craft new regulations to protegtcmwater?

Hon. Mr. Dixon: Thanks to the member opposite for
the question. Yukon’s water resources are impot@anukon-
ers. Water is important in our everyday lives amel health of
our communities.

As Environment minister, | look forward to buildirmg the
strong record of the previous government with rddgar pro-
tecting drinking water sources. The previous adstiation
undertook a number of public water projects in camities
throughout the Yukon and a number are still ongoiWge
know there’s more work to be done. That's why wenoutted
to developing a Yukon water strategy in our platfolWe
heard today in a motion that we would be movingvend on
that.

| look forward to developing that Yukon water sty
expeditiously.

Mr. Barr:
pledged to create a Yukon water strategy to ensul@ners
have access to safe drinking water. There are raetoys with
a hand in our drinking water: municipal governmerigst

Health and Social Services has a

Yes, we are aware the Yukon Party

Nation governments, private operators, individualgeholds
and various Yukon government departments.

As Walkerton demonstrated, we need accountabilggsn
ures and oversights to ensure the integrity ofdrimking wa-
ter. A water strategy is a good place to beginingtveryone
on the same page to look at permitted activitiear rewurce
water, to look at infrastructure, data collectiord anonitoring,
training and maintenance.

How close is the water strategy to completion ao has
the government involved all parties responsibledor drink-
ing water in the development of this water strafegy

Hon. Mr. Dixon: Mr. Speaker, on a humber of points
the member opposite brings up, we agree there i® mork
that needs to be done and coordination betweenmeew of
the players with regard to water resources. Mualdips, First
Nations, stakeholders and the private sector aleterole in
Yukon’s water resources.

There has been some significant attention paidaiemis-
sues at the national level. Work was done last geéne west-
ern premiers conference and ultimately resultethanCouncil
of the Federation creating théater Charter That charter will
guide us forward in terms of reducing consumptionreasing
efficiency, protecting quality and adapting to #féects of cli-
mate change on water.

We're thoroughly committed to proceeding on thatera
strategy and look forward to working on that.

Speaker: The time for Question Period has now
elapsed. We will proceed to Orders of the Day.

ORDERS OF THE DAY

CONSIDERATION OF SPEECH FROM THE
THRONE

Hon. Mr. Cathers: | wish to inform the House pur-
suant to the provisions of Standing Order 26(2)t tonsidera-
tion of a motion for an Address in Reply to the &gefrom the
Throne, if not concluded today, will take place\Wednesday,
December 7, 2011.

ADDRESS IN REPLY TO THE SPEECH FROM
THE THRONE — adjourned debate

Clerk: Motion for an Address in Reply to the Speech
from the Throne moved by Ms. McLeod; adjourned debte
Hon. Mr. Nixon.

Hon. Mr. Nixon: Just as a recap from yesterday — |
went home last night and my wife was very happyt tha
thanked her, so again, I'll thank my wife DanieNto worked
extremely hard on my campaign. She continues tmypgreat-
est support. I'd also like to extend thanks to ragstituents. It
is with great humility that | serve you. | look feard to build-
ing positive relationships over the years to come.

Thank you to the previous Yukon Party governmentafo
job well done on so many issues. | do take greigtepn the
fact that the Yukon Party committed to provide smy for
children and adults with disabilities in additiamthe services
already provided to my son and other children aifkism.
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To carry on from yesterday, Mr. Speaker, | just txtarre-
emphasize the point that in 2006 the Yukon Partgemthis
happen. We are talking about housing. We look lzauk see
the delivery of 113 new senior units. Mr. Spealar; track
record demonstrates we deliver on what we pronige.did
not rest on our successes either. We have contitousgspond
with public sector solutions to this problem.

I know the focus tends to be on Whitehorse, solgtsine
mention a couple of other recent projects the YuRarty gov-
ernment is building in some of our smaller commesit We
have four new stick frame houses, in Carmacks ars$ River.
This government is building three new units forctears in
Pelly Crossing. | mention this to emphasize tha govern-
ment has been and is currently actively workingddress this
issue. Housing is a challenge that lends itsefifding remedied
through partnerships. We are working with Kaush&ace to
advance second-stage housing, which is housingesispe-
cifically to address the needs of women and childeaving
abusive relationships.

We are working with local NGOs to improve the haogsi
situation for those with FASD and for others infidiilt cir-
cumstances. But | believe the greatest opportsnéie found
in engaging the creativity, the experience andréssurces of
the private sector. The Yukon Party has always kegarty
that promotes the role of the private sector inergnomy, and
this is one area in which | see the private segkaying an in-
tegral role. The time has come to provide more dppdies to
ensure more large-scale rental accommodationsvaikalle in
Whitehorse.

To make this possible, we're going to raise tittegieces
of Crown land and then we're going to sell thatdao the pri-
vate sector to create and manage rental units.fifdterental
unit project that is proposed for a piece of gowsent land is
in the Takhini area, located between Range RoadMmgh-
tainview Drive.

In addition to these initiatives, the Yukon Partgvgrn-
ment has a number of land development projectsugimout
the territory. | would now like to turn my atterido another
matter facing the Yukon: energy.

| spent time reading and preparing for the disaussin
energy. | was reminded of how important energyasanly to
our local economy here in Yukon but to the econsnuitthe
nation, of the continent and of the globe. Manytaf industry
leaders | read about were concerned on the glaval with
the issue of energy poverty, which is when the ireguinfra-
structure is not in place for energy delivery, maféén electric-
ity.

Many commentators here in Canada, as well as tliedJn
States, from Cabinet ministers of national govermsi¢o in-
dustry leaders, have spoken eloquently about tmmegiion
between energy, economic growth and quality of life2007,
the Council of Federation stated that “Canada isemergy
superpower’ on the world stage. We generate mowdroRy
electric power and produce more uranium than ahgratoun-
try on earth, and rank second in natural gas egpGdnada has
some of the largest and safest nuclear generatitigrss in the
world and several important nuclear research fasli With

proven oil reserves second only to Saudi Arabiaa@a is the
eighth largest oil producer — and growing.”

Canada is the largest supplier of energy to thetedni
States for all energy commodities, except coal, thade is
increasing interest in our fossil fuels from consusnin Asia.
We are one of the few countries in the world tlsahot only
energy rich, but also fully capable of increasitsgeinergy pro-
duction in an environmentally and economically aimsible
manner. These resources, combined with the intabéand
technological skills possessed by Canadians, haagenCan-
ada’s domestic and export energy sector one dligigest eco-
nomic drivers. My point is that energy is critidal the econ-
omy. Indeed, many commentators have observed tieage is
important not only for economic success, but atsafiality of
life.

The World Economic Forum has stated that accesmnto
ergy is fundamental to improving quality of life chis a key
imperative for economic development. In our platfprwe
spoke to promoting energy self-sufficiency. Our WnkParty
government will invest in a series of projects tsu@e Yukon-
ers retain access to affordable energy. In my ntimd,is play-
ing to our strengths.

Previously, our party has indicated that in an afén-
creasing energy demands and decreasing suppliesomof
renewable energy, Yukon must take steps to ensereom-
tinue to have uninterrupted access to power. Tienfr has
stated that a failure to invest in the territorgtsergy infrastruc-
ture will have grave impacts on our economy andway of
life as we move forward. He has clearly stated thatenergy
needs are real and immediate, and we are comntdttenvest-
ing in short-, medium-, and long-term solutionsettsure that
energy in Yukon remains clean and affordable. nkhhis is a
responsible and pragmatic approach. To meet Yukonigas-
ing needs for power in the short term, the YukomtyPgov-
ernment will ensure the completion of the Mayo Ritoypro-
ject, the development of an independent power prexdpolicy
and net metering to provide power to Yukoners.

To provide for the increasing energy needs of #ngtory
moving forward, this government has also committedhe
development of a natural gas industry, as well esttgermal,
wind, solar, biomass and hydroelectric projectsmeet me-
dium- to long-term needs.

We believe that the Yukon's abundant natural gas
sources, in combination with renewable resourcesldgvwment,
are the best options to provide electrical genenaiti the near
to medium term. We will accomplish this goal by toning to
responsibly develop Yukon'’s oil and gas resouroesoical use
within Yukon and for export.

We have committed to reducing Yukon’s dependence
imported fossil fuels. We will work with stakeholdeand First
Nations to develop a common onshore oil and gasnesgand
we will work to consider cleaner sources, such atsinal gas,
as a replacement for diesel fuel in the new elgtgrigenera-
tion projects.

Finally, we will continue to implement the energyasegy
for Yukon to promote a sustainable and secure grfatgre.

on
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| want to talk for a few minutes about the worldesfergy
efficiency. Noted academic Dr. Weidenbaum stat¥de ‘heed
to back off the perennial debate on whether we Ishadopt a
production-oriented strategy or a conservationree strat-
egy.” “Energy production and energy conservatiantae twin
blades of the same scissors. We need both.” kagre

Your government will continue to make energy ety
and conservation a priority to reduce energy cormgiom, en-
ergy costs and emissions. Toward that end, websilincreas-
ing energy efficiency by 20 percent by the year@0&e will
be improving access to energy efficiency evaluatibg pro-
viding training for energy evaluators, and we Wil providing
incentives for building owners to carry out rettefiwe will
promote the use of energy-efficient products byigliog re-
bates for products that meet energy performancelatds.

In closing, the Premier has put his faith in mdead two
very important departments: the Department of dastind the
Department of Tourism and Culture. As a ministan hum-
bled to have the confidence of this Premier anccolieagues.
| can tell you that | have spent the last monthrigsy about
these two portfolios and, trust me, there is atgileal to learn.
More importantly, though, | have spent a great defatime
over the last month starting to meet the staff athbdepart-
ments who work hard on the ground. | am very imgedswith
their attention to detail, the level of commitmemd dedica-
tion, their skill and knowledge, and the vision gmdfessional-
ism of both my teams. As the Premier has confidémaee, |
have full confidence in my team that we can buitdpast ex-
periences to create a remarkable future in bothticdusind
Tourism and Culture. | truly look forward to workijmnwith eve-
ryone in both departments over the next few years.

In the Department of Justice, we will be workingthings
like modernization of the land titles system. We eommitted
to improving this service so that it meets the mpdeervice
standards. We have already been in preliminaryud&ons
with stakeholders and within government to get thisject
moving. | expect to have a substantive announcerimeite
near future.

In the coming months, the new Whitehorse correetidar
cility will open. In consultation with correctionwofessionals,
Yukoners and First Nations, we will be opening tlvers to a
state-of-the-art correctional facility. There haseb a tremen-
dous shift in focus in programming and cultural ortpnce.
Our goal is to reduce reoffending by assessingriie and
needs of the offenders by applying processes avgtgams that
have proven effective in reducing that risk andskarting re-
integration planning at the earliest opportunity.

| can tell you that I'm also very excited to be teister
of Tourism and Culture. | had the opportunity el to Daw-
son City last week, and | look forward to traveilito other
communities across the territory in the near futdreere are
some incredible things happening in Yukon. While ihterna-
tional tourism market remains fragile, Yukon conts to re-
main at a constant. Border crossings continue de. rivotor
coach visitation continues to increase and forgigitation saw
an increase of 7.7 percent in 2011.

Heritage and cultural projects also continue thhmug the
territory. The paleontology and archeology depantsienight
arguably be the two best kept secrets. I've regeotired the
centre here in Whitehorse.

With relationships being established within the imgnin-
dustry, it's absolutely incredible to see the adi§, bones and
fossils that are being extracted from the grourehdourage all
Yukoners to research and talk to this team.

I am very happy to know that not one, but two neltucal
centres will be opening in the very near future:dtin Dun
Cultural Centre here in Whitehorse, and Champagmk As-
shihik Cultural Centre in Haines Junction. Firsttibias’ cul-
ture is so very important to us. I'm so glad thwegre are venues
to showcase such a spectacular culture.

Mr. Speaker, | want to congratulate you as our new
Speaker. | want to congratulate my colleagues endide of
the House and my new colleagues on the opposieedfidhe
House. | look forward in the coming years to ushgedble to
have an impact and make a difference in the li¥es| & ukon-
ers.

Finally, as | mentioned earlier, | would like toaanagain
thank my constituents in Porter Creek South fowvijgliog me
with the opportunity to represent them in the Yukegislative
Assembly.

Mr. Speaker, members, guests, merci, thank-you,sihah
cho, gunilschish.

Hon. Mr. Dixon: | thank the members in the House
for their work to date. It's a pleasure to be hargay to re-
spond to the Speech from the Throne. Of courseas deliv-
ered last week, on December 1, 2011, by CommissiDoag
Phillips. The Speech from the Throne was for thstF$ession
of the 3% Yukon Legislative Assembly, of which we all have
the privilege of being members.

It's an honour to be here, Mr. Speaker, for thst fifrme on
the floor of this House. | have worked for a numbéwears,
Mr. Speaker, in the building at the political levieut never on
the floor of this House. So it's indeed a greatifgge to make
this step forward and represent my constituents.

I'd like to say, first of all, a little about my ostituents in
my riding. | represent the riding of Copperbelt tomwhich is
a new riding created by the Electoral Boundariem@dssion
several years ago. It's a large riding in termgopulation. |
believe it's the second most populous riding intéreitory. It's
a Whitehorse-based riding. Whitehorse, of courseyhere |
was born and raised. I'm happy to now be a membehis
Legislature.

Copperbelt North is a surprisingly large ridingtéhds to
get the focus in terms of its Copper Ridge compgrait there
are a number of other important aspects to thagidi

We have the Lobird Trailer Court, which has a nunife
residents who have supported me in the electionvamam |
have the privilege of representing. There are abmrmf folks
who live along the Alaska Highway, in behind thencoercial
buildings in that area. Squatters Road and McLeakeRoad
are where some of — | believe the term they usadse is —
“the colourful five percent” tend to live in thatrjsdiction.
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One of the gentlemen | had the privilege of runragginst
in the election, Skeeter Miller-Wright — it was &asure to
meet him and get to know him through the electida.is now
a constituent of mine.

Throughout the election | had a lot of help frorrerfids
and family, and | would like to recognize a fewtbbse indi-
viduals today. First of all, I would like to thamky mother and
father, Don and Linda Dixon, for their help, bothraising me
and sending me here today. | couldn’'t have doneititout
either one of them. My mother, of course, workghe office
and | have had the privilege of working with heepa number
of years. My father is a welder by trade and nogok miner,
although | believe he is considering a career $wite film,
having recently starred in the Discovery ChannavsiGold
Rush

He had a very integral role in that television shdwe
played a big role. He didn’t have any lines, buhsagood face
time. | think it's the starting point for a big lgdor him in
terms of his career. | think he’s got a burgeordatger. | think
Hollywood is in the cards for him.

I'd like to say a quick thank you to a number obple
who helped me on the campaign, including my parBrétany
McNeil — | couldn’t be here without her support —ada of
course, a number of my constituents who supportedath
along the way.

Not only has my riding grown over the years — the
neighbourhood — but the city itself has grown tootke city
in which my riding exists — Whitehorse. Whitehotsas en-
joyed a significant growth over the years.

Another issue that’s important to my constituergsof
course an action item that the previous administatievel-
oped, which was support for families with childretth dis-
abilities. It was a program that was implementedhsy previ-
ous administration and one also that we commitbedxtend-
ing the services for in our platform, as well asyiding addi-
tional funding for therapies, physical renovatibm$iomes, and
ensuring that these programs are flexible and faovilented.
That's very important to my constituents. A numioérthem
access those programs and have made it very deaetthat
they appreciate the work we've done in the pastveaadt to see
us continue with that good work.

Another interesting component of my riding is Coppe
Ridge Place. It's a home to a number of folks frtima terri-
tory, and they're also my constituents as well.

Another point of our platform that was well-receivby
my constituents was the commitment to developicgragiver
tax credit. That's something that a number of follso care
for a loved one within their own home are excitedsee. |
can’t help but comment on one of my biggest sumgpsrtlean
Jamieson, who of course celebrated hét Bithday this past

The Speech from the Throne delivered by Commissionesummer, and | very much appreciate her support.gdhene a

Phillips last week outlines a number of issues #natimportant
to my constituents, and we committed to a numbénit&tives
in our platform that will have a direct impact ory monstitu-
ents, both in terms of the riding itself and theividuals.

One of the things this brings to mind is the commeitt to
extending a number of the medical bursaries andaakegro-
grams. One of my constituents, Rachelle Blais, ugently
attending Memorial University in Newfoundland, inech
school, and accesses a number of the programs Ygduzern-
ment provides. So she was delighted to hear oungbrent to
enhancing a number of those programs. | look fouvt@work-
ing with the Minister of Health and Social Servicass that
front.

Copperbelt North is full of a number of young faiesl —
families of folks who are from here and were raibede, like
myself, but also a number of new Yukoners and peopio are
new to the territory. Interestingly, there are gngficant num-
ber of Yukoners who left the territory but foundasen and
cause in the past several years to move back ttethtory. |
think that's indicative of the tremendous econogiowth the
Yukon has experienced over the years and the edoraewel-
opment that has provided prosperity and opportuhéye in
Yukon. A number of people | grew up with left theritory in
the late 1990s and early 2000s, when the econompli
couldn’t sustain them. There simply weren't thegalr the
opportunities for them here in the territory. S&elso many
we’ve heard about in this House before, they wereefd to
leave the territory and to work elsewhere. It’'syekciting to
see a number of them be able to return to the Yakwhreturn
to participate in the growth of Yukon.

tie when | won the election, Mr. Speaker, and | Wwappy to
wear that last Thursday, the first sitting of theuide.

A number of the medical services bursaries and atipp
programs to Yukoners who wish to pursue a careeth@n
medical field — | mentioned a friend of mine andamstituent
who is attending the medical program at Memorialversity
in Newfoundland. | believe a number of my constitiseare
excited at the prospect of Yukon students havirgdpportu-
nity to enter the medical field, study and retuonYtukon to
provide those services in their home, where theygrp.

Let me speak a little now about the departments Had
the privilege of being minister for. First of alle have the De-
partment of Environment, and we have the DepartroEBco-
nomic Development — two very exciting departmentsl a
very exciting portfolio.

There are a number of initiatives within each adsia de-
partments I'd like to discuss a little today, b like to start
by saying that, over the past few weeks — my stioré as
being minister — I've had the opportunity to meetumber of
the staff, a number of the officials in the depanrs. | don't
think I've met them all yet certainly, Mr. Speakbut certainly
endeavouring to do so. The Deputy Minister of Eowiment is
Kelvin Leary. | am very excited to be working witelvin. He
recently agreed to extend his period as deputy st@ni I'm
very excited to have him and to work with him onmpampor-
tant files in Environment.

I'll speak, Mr. Speaker, now about one very impuortis-
sue that’s very important to me and to a numbehefstaff and
officials in the Department of Environment, andtth#he issue
of climate change. Mr. Speaker, I've had a sigaiftcamount
of exposure and experience with this particulanesat the aca-
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demic level in my previous academic work. I've negeite
got the mastery of the physical sciences side isfifisue, but
I've had significant experience and exposure with policy
response of governments to this very importantessu

Mr. Speaker, climate change is something that ig/ ve
much an issue that’s important to Yukoners as a®lCanadi-
ans and, indeed, citizens of the world. It's onat fimpacts us
all. It has a particular impact here in the Yukohene we are.
As a northern jurisdiction, we're affected by climachange
significantly, to a greater degree than many oftegsdictions
in the world. The circumpolar north has enjoyed siderable
attention recently, and part of that is becausthefeffects of
climate change in the north.

The polar regions are experiencing the highestohtem-
perature rise and degree of climate change in theédwThe
Alaska and northern Yukon region has seen a rigetbfee- to
four-percent average temperature over the paseafsyYukon
has both arctic and sub-arctic ecosystems. Dismgtom cli-
mate change will affect vegetation, fish and anipwulations
and insect and migratory bird species. For examylgon’s
tree line is advancing, both upslope and northwdroirty
thousand hectares of spruce forest in southwesbiYuiave
been affected by spruce bark beetle infestation tdusilder
winter and spring temperatures. Moose are movinthwnard
into new regions. Some migratory birds are arriviaaglier in
spring, out of sync with other species.

Yukon's lakes and rivers are changing, includingerda
freeze-up, earlier break-up and other flow chandas to
changes in precipitation, melting glaciers and meliperma-
frost. For example, in the Member for Vuntut Gwitch
hometown of Old Crow, lakes that were previouslydhia
place by permafrost are disappearing as the laamisghThese
effects are very real, and have an effect on citizef the
Yukon.

Coastal erosion is occurring on Yukon’s North Slaje
to reduced permanent sea ice in the Beaufort. Thereising
sea levels and increased severity of late sumneemst For
example, storm surges and high water on the Hersslamd
airstrip resulted in severe damage and emergempayrsein the
fall of 2006, and flooding rendered the airstripusiable for 10
days in August of 2008.

Yukon First Nations and aboriginal groups throughtie
circumpolar region have consistently identifiedda®curity as
a key concern that relates to the availability andessibility of
the harvest of traditional foods. In some instapeeshanging
climate may create new opportunities though. Fample, a
longer growing season may result in new agricultapgportu-
nities in the Yukon.

The effects of climate change are clear and weseeing
them throughout the Yukon. What | have been vergraased
with so far in my short time as Minister of Enviroant is hav-
ing an opportunity to speak with people who careualihis
issue and learning about the action being takerYyoners
and by the Yukon government to deal with the effeuft cli-
mate change in Yukon.

to a number of very important goals and stratefpeslealing
with the effects of climate change. The first gaal,course,
was enhancing knowledge and understanding of cirlaénge
in Yukon; the second, adapting to climate change; third,
reducing our greenhouse gas emissions; and theéhfdeading
action in response to climate change.

We have had the opportunity to see, first-handumber
of the initiatives being undertaken under this@ctplan. It has
been very encouraging for me as someone who hbmsvésd
this issue throughout my academic career to see geal ac-
tion on the issue. In terms of innovation, techggland inno-
vative responses to the effects of climate changecan look
to Yukon College for a number of cases where weltviding
opportunities for the advancement of cold climaehhology
and the development of innovative responses teeffeets of
climate change.

The previous government established the Yukon Cold

Climate Innovation Centre. It established the Cten@hange
Secretariat and the Yukon Technology Innovationteerand
it has supported the Northern Climate ExChange.

There are a number of opportunities, as I've said,
Speaker, that arrive from the effects of climatarade, and one
of them is the longer growing season we enjoy retbke terri-
tory as a result. There are a number of other dppities |
believe the Yukon is uniquely positioned to addr&dwre are
a number of innovative folks in the territory whie avilling to
use their entrepreneurial and innovative spiritiéwelop tech-
nologies and ideas that help Yukoners to deal thidlse effects
of climate change. A few examples we’ve seen sd'farhad
the opportunity to support through Economic Develept —
and I'll speak about these a little bit later — diertherm
Windows and Glass, who developed their productcivié a
very interesting development, one that allows Yuwarto deal
with — it's a Yukon solution to a Yukon problem.

Another important role we undertake through the @ep
ment of Environment is conveying these issues toa@a and
working with the federal government to deal withwmber of
these climate change issues. Currently, there’'sama@ian
delegation attending the Conference of the Pamid3urban,
South Africa. That's the Conference of the Partiethe United
Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change,ctvhi
was established in the ‘90s.

The Yukon delegation there is made up of three nezmb
— Kelvin Leary, of course, the deputy minister |ntiened,
Ed Van Randen, the assistant deputy minister, badlirector
of the Climate Change Secretariat, Eric Schroffpvig what
they call a “super delegate”, meaning he partigipan all of
the delegations.

Yukon government has been actively participatinghie
federal-provincial-territorial roundtable meetinigading up to
the international climate change talks in Southdsfrand it's a
very exciting opportunity for Yukon to be at thél@in Dur-
ban, as well as a number of other Conference ofPtuies
meetings throughout the years.

We've seen what happens when the federal government

The previous government developed the Yukon governmoves without support from the provinces and tetigs, an

ment'sClimate Change Action Plaim 2009, and it committed

example of which is, of course, the failed Kyot@tecol. Hav-
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ing our voice heard at the table is absolutely irtgga for the
federal government and for the United Nations ajda The
Conference of the Parties meeting in South Afridk bwving
together representatives from over 180 countriesgawith
observers from intergovernmental and non-governaheot-
ganizations and the media. The two-week perioduaes
working sessions of COP17— 17, of course, refetheonum-
ber of years that the UNFCCC has been in effect.

The intent of COP is to further the developmena aior-
dinated international response to climate changeluding
mitigation and adaptation. When we speak of adiaptathose
are very real issues for Yukoners. The number qgfaicts |
addressed in my discussion of the impacts of cknsaainge on
the Yukon are examples of those.

There is another issue | would like to talk aboutarms of
Department of Environment. | had the opportunitymy sec-
ond week as minister, to visit the Yukon WildlifeeBerve.
This is a preserve that we have had the privilegéunding
over the years. | think this is a phenomenal ogtion, Mr.
Speaker, made up of very active members who playnaor-
tant role in a number of fronts. The three that edmmind are
education, conservation, and rehabilitation. | wpleak about
those a little bit. The educational component o tfukon
Wildlife Preserve is one that the original privatztor creator,
Danny Nowlan, envisioned for this site. He realipught that
this was a place for Yukon’s children to learn atbeir terri-
tory and learn about the wildlife here in the temy. I'm very
happy to convey that that continues to be a goahefYukon
Wildlife Preserve.

The second part, of course, is conservation, apobitides
an incredible habitat for a number of wildlife inet territory.
Rehabilitation — the Yukon Wildlife Preserve haswuamber of
very impressive facilities to aid in the rehabiiitea of wildlife
that have been injured in the course of their limas would
normally have nowhere else to go, but the sidédhefiighway
to die. They now have the opportunity to rehaligitedo gain
strength — whether it is following a broken legamanimal or
a broken wing on a bird — there are number of ojpmities
for them to rehabilitate.

Part of the tour had a tourism component in it af.vit's
a very attractive location geographically and tappgically. It
has an incredible natural landscape that allowsafarertain
amount of tourism potential. The Yukon Wildlife Begve or-
ganizing committee conveyed to me that they hawdchéhat
this is the envy of a number of institutions thrbagt the
world because of its physical and geographical tyeau

Just by nature alone, Mr. Speaker, we have songuani
habitats within the preserve whether it be mountairges for
sheep or plains or wetlands for other migratorycigs In
short, Mr. Speaker, the Yukon Wildlife Preserveaisremen-
dous project, and I'm very happy and encouraged, ldook
forward to working with the Wildlife Preserve optres.

Mr. Speaker, an issue that came up earlier toddnychw
we’ve had a chance to discuss a little bit, wasctiramitment
by the Yukon Party in our platform, and the furttoemmit-
ment in the Speech from the Throne, to develop @msudy
for Yukon. A number of initiatives has been undeeta by the

previous governments and a number of which areostgoing.

As Environment minister, | look forward to buildingn the
strong record of the previous government with rddar pro-

tecting drinking water sources. The previous adstiation

undertook a number of public water projects in camities

throughout the Yukon, and a number of these alleosijoing.

There has been some significant attention paidatemissues
at the national level. Work was done at the WesRmemiers
Conference last year and ultimately resulted inGloancil of

the Federation creating a Council of the Federatidater

Charter. The Council of Federation directed prodh@nd

territorial ministers to use the Water Charter tadg their
work and outlined four specific goals. Those are, Speaker,
reducing consumption, increasing efficiency, protecquality

and adapting to the effects of climate change aemwa

This is an issue that we know is important to Y uken—
the safety of their water and the safety of ounigicant water
resources here in the territory, whether it be $akésers or
subsurface water bodies. Water has a number of lecmgf-
fects on our everyday lives. That's why we comnditte de-
veloping a Yukon water strategy for the territofynumber of
departments are involved in the management of watéhe
territory. Of course, the Department of Environmenbne of
them and, in the case of the Yukon water stratiéégyill take
the lead. There is support from the Executive Coudffice,
which oversees the Yukon Water Board; the depairisneh
Health and Social Services, Energy, Mines and Ressu
Community Services, Highways and Public Works amd-E
nomic Development.

In addition, the Yukon water strategy will requirgut
from the public and other governments with watenaggement
responsibilities. We look forward to hearing fromuRéners,
from municipalities, from First Nations, from stdkeders in
the private sector and Yukoners. We look forwarchéaring
from them about how Yukon’s water resources shbeldnan-
aged and how much of a concern it is to them.

| would be remiss in my speech if | neglected réngc Of
course, this isn't something that falls into thepBegment of
Environment specifically. It's spearheaded by thaister of
Community Services, under tt&olid Waste Action Plarbut
recycling is an important diversion method thatigortant for
a number of Yukoners.

In my capacity as Minister of Environment, I'll hathe
privilege of working with a number of co-managemboties
throughout the territory, including the Fish andldiie Man-
agement Board, RRCs and the First Nations. I've datlance
to meet with the Fish and Wildlife Management Boaltir
and executive director, and | look forward to megtivith their
entire body next week.

| look forward to meeting and working with the RR@ser
the next few years, as we get a chance to getrmlenjoy the
Yukon and see some municipalities and parts of Yiuke
haven't had a chance to yet. As I'm going aroure Yiukon, |
look forward to meeting with RRCs. | know a numloérour
members in this House are former RRC members a@id th
input on a number of files is very valuable.
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I'll turn now to the Department of Economic Develop 320,000, which would represent an increase of 2temt,

ment. Let me speak a little bit about that depantme

It was established, of course, in 2002, with theation of
the first Yukon Party government, the first of tfweo prior to
this one. The modus operandi of the departmenhait dtage
was, quite simply, economic development. The econbad,
in many ways, left the Yukon. The role of the Depent of
Economic Development was to develop a strong peigattor
economy. | think we can look around and see they thave
delivered in spades, both because of the input tfterdepart-
ment as well as a number of departments that h@es in the
economy.

Recently, we weathered the storm of a significdobag
downturn in the economy. Happily, Yukon emergedejwell
from that. But we must remain vigilant in our apgeb to the
economy, as extraneous factors often play a sagmifirole in
affecting our economic development.

from 311,000 in 2010.

It's all good news, Mr. Speaker, on the economyat’®h
for sure.

In the construction sector, we have seen strong-tgea
date activity and it appears to be shaping up ta geod year
in terms of construction. Permit value data indésathat resi-
dential construction is up substantially, almostp@dcent year-
to-date from the same period in 2010, benefitingarily from
strong residential construction activity in Whitebe.

Major projects such as the Watson Lake hospital ard
tural centres in Whitehorse and Haines Junctioncargribut-
ing to the year-to-date increase in the value atitutional
permits. The total year-to-date value of buildiregrpits is cur-
rently $164 million, which is already significanthigher than
May 2011 forecast annual value of $120 million.

Small- and medium-sized businesses — | should menti

The Yukon’s economy has a number of sectors anl ea@s well that the Member for Riverdale South memdtiny

one of them is very important.

The mining and mineral resource sector, in termgrof
jects that include exploration, development andipotion, all
tend to be, and have traditionally been, the back&bof our
private sector economy here in the territory. Rértvhat the
Department of Economic Development is doing isnigyito
diversify that economy and make sure that othetoseof the
economy are able to flourish and have the necessguyort to
do so.

| can’t help but mention the mineral resource seatlittle
bit more. Its development of late has been notkimgt of as-
tounding. The current expenditure forecast for fuko explo-
ration is over $300 million now. That shatters firevious re-
cord, on an annual basis, of $156.9 million, whigas last
year, 2010. That is an incredibly significant cdmition to the
economy.

Mineral development expenditure for 2011 is expedte
be very significant as well. The historically higtices for gold
and a continued rebound of copper prices are hglgrdrive
interest in Yukon mineral prospects.

businesses are also important, not just small aadium —
but retail trade is doing well. On a year-to-dassib — Janu-
ary through August 2011 — seasonally unadjustedl! redtes
in Yukon totaled $436.1 million. This representsirerease of
$64.8 million compared to the same period in 2010.

That stat indicates to us that Yukoners and thasiéng
the Yukon are spending money and spending it lpcalhich
is very important. It is important in terms of eriag that the
benefits of economic development stay here inehd@ary.

In terms of our labour force, Yukon’s unemploymeate
continues to be among the lowest in Canada with Atderta
currently reporting an unemployment rate equal tkof in
November 2011. The number of employed increasedOfyin
the last month to 19,100, which is a new recordhhigr
Yukon. The number of unemployed in Yukon is repitte be
down 100 from the previous month with 1,000 personsm-
ployed in November 2011. Yukon’s unemployment nages
reported at five percent in November of 2011, aelse of 5.6
percent reported in October of 2011. Yukon's lakfouce con-
tinues to grow with the number of people activedytizipating

Year to date, gold prices in 2011 have averaged oven the labour force increasing by 300 from the pes month

$1,500 per ounce, which is, of course, 30 percégiten than
last year. The daily price of gold approached 1ye$tl,900 per
ounce in August 2011, which is quite remarkablee Thrrent
forecast for mineral production value of 2011 is time
neighbourhood of $450 million, as we saw most rédgen the
economic outlook. With the Yukon having three opiata
mines now, and several others in various staggseohitting
and feasibility assessment and record levels ofoexfon ac-
tivity, the near-term looks very promising for th@ning sec-
tor.

Let me turn now to tourism. The Minister of Tourigmd
Culture outlined some of the important developméntshe
tourism industry, but I'll continue on from thathd@ data for
the period of January to August 2011, show bordessings in
the first eight months totalled 257,051, which & foom the
same period last year. Gains of 7.5 percent wetedna visita-
tion via motor coach. The current forecast for 2Qidkder
crossings from the Department of Tourism and Caltis

and by 1,000 from the same month last year, toQ0id No-
vember of 2011.

One of the important aspects of the Department af- E
nomic Development is the Film and Sound Commissidre
Film and Sound Commission has done a great jomtigcia
developing the film and sound industry here in teeitory.
We've seen a number of big budget film and sourmepts
come through the territory and bring their businesse. Most
recently, the big-ticket item wakhe Big Yeara film starring a
number of Hollywood actors, which was filmed in thlember
for Klondike’s riding. | don’t remember the exaatmber for
their expenditures per day, but | remember it bejoge sig-
nificant. It's a remarkable boost to the economewlou have
a project like that in the territory.

The objectives of the Yukon Film and Sound Comroissi
for those who aren’t familiar with it, are to pasit Yukon to
compete in the international market for film locatiactivity,
facilitate training for Yukoners to work in therfiland sound
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industries, provide Yukoners with financial supptotenable
them to develop commercially viable film productomprovide
incentives for sound recording, support industrgamizations
in the film and sound industries, support marketaugivities
for the export of film and sound products.

Basically, the Film and Sound Commission has a fivia-
approach. On one side they promote the big-ticterns to
come into the territory, these larger endeavoursCayside
firms. Those bring the big dollars north and to tibritory. On
the other side, we're also promoting the develogroéa local
film and sound industry.

When we bring these big projects to the Yukonegilo-
cal folks in the industry an opportunity to traindasee how
others perform. It's a tremendous boost to the esgnwhen
our local industry is able to develop as a restiDatside in-
vestment. Mr. Speaker, another important aspedhefDe-
partment of Economic Development is diversificatiohthe
economy. Government of Yukon continues to workit@isbify
the Yukon economy by identifying and exploring tignifi-
cant economic development opportunities in strategdus-
tries, natural resources, tourism and culture asearch, inno-
vation and commercialization sectors. I've spokelittke bit
about the research, innovation and commercialinatioough-
out the day today. That’s one that I'm particuldrterested in
developing.

The Government of Yukon is committed to providingp
grams and services to support and stimulate theloewment
and growth of Yukon’s small- and medium-sized gmises
and, of course, tiny enterprises as well, Mr. Speakhe stra-
tegic industries development fund supports goventime
commitment to foster the development of Yukon'satgtgic
industries that have the potential of generatingrdases in
Yukon’s economic output. The department continuesvork
with industry stakeholders and the Department afriton and
Culture to identify opportunities and encourage wglo in
Yukon’s tourism industry and to develop new initias that
include strategy development, business planningwigg
revenues and enhancing export readiness.

Government of Yukon is committed to supporting Yo'ko
research, innovation and commercialization secd@araarea of
prime strategic importance to Yukon's economy.ihkhthat’s
a particular sector of the economy that is relevartioth eco-
nomic development and environmental concerns, #s fvere
can develop technologies here in the territory ddress the
effects of climate change, it's a tremendous stepdrd, both
in terms of our economic development and our difieagion
of the economy, as well as addressing the veryaedlappar-
ent need to deal with the effects of climate change

I'll speak again about support for small and medrmter-
prises. We have the business incentive programptiseess

neur support program — which we’ll see in the budgeone-
time funding through the community developmentttfusd —
the Yukon small business investment tax credit, @hdourse
the Yukon venture loan guarantee program.

As | mentioned before, there are a number of progra
through the Film and Sound Commission. The filmeimove
program, for example, was created following extemsionsul-
tation with the local and national film and soundustries and
is designed to make us a competitive market far &ihd sound
projects.

| see my time is wrapping up, but before | sit dowth
speak again about the importance of the innovadiector of
the economy, both in its contribution to our workEnviron-
ment and Economic Development. I'm very exciteduwlibe
opportunities that the Yukon Research Centre ofeHsice,
and | look forward to working with the Minister &ducation
on a number of files that will be affected by thesearch cen-
tre. 1 look forward to meeting with the staff ofettyukon Cold
Climate Innovation Centre and ensuring that Yukeneith
innovative ideas have an opportunity to commergaltiheir
innovations and bring them to viable products ttaild be a
benefit to all Yukoners.

Once again, Mr. Speaker, it's a privilege to beehand |
look forward to working with the members of this U@ in a
collaborative and constructive manner over the rssxteral
years. Thank you.

Ms. Stick: Mr. Speaker, congratulations to you on
your appointment as Speaker of this House. Itsivdlege to
stand here today. | am very aware of the trustrasdonsibility
that has been placed on me by the constituentsivardile
South. | want to thank all my constituents for girege me at
their doors and sharing their ideas and concerns.

| always felt welcomed, and | appreciated the tithat
people took from their busy schedules. | would &miss if |
did not thank Glenn Hart for his work as MLA prewgoto me.

Today | also want to thank my family, my friendsdan
campaign volunteers. The support given to me wagnpor-
tant during my campaign. | am counting on theseespsaople
to continue to support me and keep me honest.

It was such a pleasure to have my mother and gisteel
to the Yukon from Ontario to share in this pretig flamily
event, along with my brother, his family and my ended
Yukon family. | am very pleased to be sitting insthegisla-
ture with my NDP colleagues. Most | have known golong
time and have great respect for. I'm looking foravém work-
ing with them and with our great team of staff.

| would be remiss if | didn't remember those wha sa
these seats and who are no longer with us. | spéakodd
Hardy, Steve Cardiff and John Edzerza. | also wishhus-

nominee program, Canada-Yukon Business Service r€ent band, Ed, could have been here today. He was nayegtesup-

Dana Naye Ventures’ business development prograémaD
Naye Ventures’ micro-loan program — both those ot
are in partnership between Dana Naye Ventures laede-
partment of Economic Development. We've got theegrise
trade fund. We've got the north Yukon business satyi out-
reach, Yukon business development program, Yukadreere-

porter behind the scenes. He would have been proatio
congratulate the other elected officials in thisusle. It is good
to be working with my old colleague from City Halhe Mem-
ber for Porter Creek North. Since beginning this, jave have
already found ways to work together. | look forwaodsimilar
opportunities with all members here.
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| welcomed in the throne speech the governmengdgs
to practice open, accessible, fiscally responsgdgernment
and to work constructively with all members of tHeuse to
improve the operations of its committees and thecgedings
of this Legislature. The NDP, as Official Oppogditias com-
mitted to making this Legislative Assembly work tbe inter-
est of all Yukoners. The reason | ran in this éectvas be-
cause | wanted to be able to contribute to buildimg terri-
tory’s future and to ensure that our growth leamsniprove-
ments for all our citizens. | am honoured to beMirA and |
am humbled by the decisions all of us will be magkhrere.
Some of these decisions affect what happens irtdtgory.
Others might have national implications, and | ashexagger-
ating by saying some decisions will affect othersther coun-
tries. All our decisions here will impact futurengeations. We
must think beyond our small world in here.

As critic for Health and Social Services and Cauitig
Care, I'd like to take a few minutes to touch omsoof the
areas where government services impact the livdshaalth of
all our citizens, from birth to death. Social sees should be
the path through which people needing assistaneaigen a
hand up and should not be made to feel any leshelr1980s,
the House of Commons pledged to lift all Canadihitdoen
from poverty by the year 2000. Poverty has growauncoun-
try and the gap between rich and poor has widened.

In the Yukon, we need only look at the food band #me
increasing number of families who rely on it to raa&nds
meet, month after month. In the Yukon where ouspeuity is
front-page news, we're missing the inside storytdchoverty,
homelessness and the despair of many of our ciiZ&msper-
ity for whom? It should be for all.

The costs of poverty are great: increasing medieads,
shortened lives and costs borne by Justice andtiHaatl So-
cial Services.

The social inclusion strategy was developed a feary
ago and was a great idea, but it has not achiggegbals be-
cause we have not made that strategy a prioritg. dften, de-
cisions impacting those on social assistance flthim face of
social inclusion. Madam Speaker, we in the NDP cdfiOp-
position will hold this government accountable owial inclu-
sion.

Continuing care is also where we need to do somd.wo
We need to ensure that as our population contitoesge,
there is a wide range of services that provides aacording to
community needs, from home care to full-time card super-
vision. We need to ensure our family members rectie best
care and live safely, with their dignity preserved.

jurisdictions and the discussion about improving tturrent
situation will proceed. We want the safest and basthose in
our care. The status quo will not do.

| am pleased to see — you keep tricking me hereaw |
pleased to see childcare mentioned in the throeectp The
Official Opposition will be challenging the goverent to en-
sure that changes to childcare lead to positiveames. Child-
care can take up much of a family’s income. Yukarigdcare
operators have an extremely important task of gafom and
educating our children. They need to be supportitid appro-
priate resources to carry on with their excellerdrky We
heard, during the election, concerns raised thidadre work-
ers need greater access to training and bettersathge would
enable them to make a career out of caring forabiidren.
The NDP Official Opposition believes all Yukonerkosld
have access to basic childcare services approptdatineir
needs and not based solely on what they can payMersup-
port the delivery of childcare services for Yukoamilies
though both not for profit and small, private ogera with a
range of programs. The NDP will be watching to Hes the

government ensures programming meets the needsll of a

Yukon parents who require childcare services; pdsewith a
review of the childcare subsidy to ensure it is timgefamilies’
needs; supports flexible training options and piesi incen-
tives so that workers can upgrade their skills mranotes rig-
orous health, safety and program standards.

My special interest, or passion, is for the indiat with
disabilities. | previously worked in this field fa® years in the
Yukon, before becoming a small business owner. IBeipst
Society of Yukon spoke eloquently during the cargpaabout
appropriate housing, employment and individual cési
When we plan our projects, like supportive housing,need to
ensure it is done through consultation with grolikes People
First, the Yukon Association of Community Living carthe
Yukon Council on Disability. We need to be talkitugfamilies
who work hard to ensure their adult children areluded in
our communities. We need to be mindful of the Canadd
UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Distieg that
Canada signed in March 2010.

| am pleased to hear the government will contirusup-
port families with children who have disabilitiesdaensure
proper resources are available. We have paid af lattention
and provided good services to families with childr@his is
good. Their needs are often greater and appropsigtport is
required, but we seem to have forgotten that manihese
children remain in the family home long after beaaogradults.
They continue to have the same ongoing needs, @ndtsnes

We have read recent reports concerning Copper Ridgeew ones, as adults. We need to build on contisu@gort to

Place and alleged assaults on residents therdl beviraising
this question in Question Period. My colleague, thember
for Southern Lakes, has also been talking to fammgmbers
and to the minister. | am looking forward to hegrimow this
government intends to remedy this situation. I'npihg to hear
more about staffing levels, security for resideatsl more
oversight that families desire for their family migens.

The minister initially dismissed legislation as essary to
improve continuing care, but | hope more researcmfother

families caring for their adult children, whethbrdugh respite,
tax breaks or other programming options.

| also believe that adults with disabilities neeéguate in-
come supports. It's not appropriate that many astricted by
the current social assistance regulations and.ritlesnot ap-
propriate that they need to fill out their formslamait for their
monthly cheque, as do all other social assistaec#ients.
Social assistance was never meant as a lifeloramdial sup-
port program. For many individuals who are unablentintain
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full- or even part-time work, they end up living legislated
poverty. We can do better.

There are many samples in other jurisdictions tuk lat
and adapt for our citizens. | would like to sees thovernment
consider an assured income or pension that is appeopriate
to this population.

Mr. Speaker, | want to switch gears here and taluaour
economy. The Yukon is in a very fortunate placéhtrigow
with commodity prices at an all-time high. The YukBarty
government has staked their political card to egpanmines
and exploration. As the NDP Official Opposition ticrifor
Economic Development, we will be watching how thsv-
ernment manages our mineral wealth for the ben&ftl Yuk-
oners. How are we maximizing benefits? How are n&ugng
that Yukoners have access to training and minibg gnd that
Yukon businesses benefit as suppliers to this grgwidustry?
It's disheartening to see food and supplies beingked up or
flown in from businesses outside of the Yukon. Srbasiness,
Mr. Speaker — or tiny business, as | refer to minés a major
engine in our economy, yet | see no bold signatshiw sector
in the throne speech. | see little in the way gfian to really
diversify our economy and be creative about tacklimem-
ployment in rural Yukon.

I would also like to speak of another critic rolehich is
the Public Service Commission. Over the coursehisf sitting
of the 33 Legislative Assembly, | will be challenging this
government to be a good employer. There seems te bad |
heard on the doorstep — persistent and growingcingg in
our public service. On one hand, the Yukon govemrtngn-
ploys many workers as casuals or auxiliaries oh 8ame of
these workers remain in these positions for lormippgs of time
— and I'm talking years. These individuals do narrethe
same benefits as other workers, even though thegybeager-
forming the same task as their co-worker next tenthWe
understand the need for flexible arrangements @ ghblic
service, but when it is a practiced wide-scale awdr long
periods of time, there’s a need to do better.

As critic, | will be scrutinizing the governmentrection
on hiring. Staff jobs in our hospitals or continglinare facili-
ties should be permanent, unless there is a coimpe#ason to
not do so. | also heard from public servants ondberstep
during the campaign — many shared their concertis nggard
to programming and practices, but felt they hadway of
bringing their concerns forward safely.

We spoke of this earlier today and | look forwaedthe
Premier’s letter inviting us to a committee to loakwhistle-
blower protection. | heard it on the doorstep; peopant this.

I would also like to speak about the Ombudsman taed
Information and Privacy Commissioner, an officetthiys a
critical advocacy and watchdog role in the intemacbetween
Yukoners and their government. The Office of thebDdsman
and the Information and Privacy Commissioner isirgpén-
creased numbers of requests since it was creattchads not
seen these positions become full time. We all rezegthe
work is more than part time. If we expect contimatof their
excellent services, we need to debate adequatercesoto this
vital service.

In conclusion, | look forward to working with allembers
in this House. Though on different sides on sonsuds, |
know we all want to do our best to advance Yukanterests
and represent our constituents. We are all worfongll Yuk-
oners. We might differ on how we get there, butnaest listen
respectively, ask the hard questions and look faysato work
together to produce the best direction and road fmajgukon,
for today and for our future.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Hon. Mr. Graham: It is indeed good to be back in the
Legislature. It has been a long time and I've seatiticed how
some things have changed and some things havemnedtie
same.

During my first term here some 30 years ago, | wes
youngest MLA, one of the youngest Executive Countém-
bers ever, and now it appears, as has been sy puoiaeked out
by my friend opposite, | could very possibly be thdest. |
have to tell you, Mr. Speaker, if that means thaiml going to
be expected to dispense wisdom, understanding atieinpe,
we may all have a great problem because | knowaftact |
lack at least two of these attributes, possiblytake.

In 1978, we were the first government elected urtder
party system, and the leader of the Conservativey Ré that
time was the grandmother of a current MLA. AnotiMitA
here today hadn’t even been born when | was flestted and
sat in the Legislature, and another current MLAhis son-in-
law of a person who sat with me in that Legislature

It's also interesting to see across the floor a tmem
knew as a kindergarten student, who was beginniremdh
immersion at the same time and in the same kindemalass
as my daughter some 30 years ago.

It's also a pleasure to have served with the Meniber
Riverdale South on Whitehorse City Council. | renbemher
as an intelligent, capable person, whose judgm&nbi came
into question when | learned what political parbe sntended
to run for in the past election. I've come to singelerstand
her reasons. | don’'t necessarily agree with theum,| at least
understand her reasons and | look forward — if shslll
speaking to me after this — to working with hergdandeed all
members opposite in the coming years.

I'd also be remiss if | didn't take the opportuntty thank
Porter Creek North for showing their confidencerie in elect-
ing me in the recent election, and | also shouthkihthe other
candidates who ran against me for running an extettam-
paign. We avoided personalities and stuck to pedicand it
was a very nice thing to see.

I should also perhaps tell you a little about théng of
Porter Creek North, or as | refer to it, Porter ékréorth and
Crestview. Crestview is a very important part oé tRorter
Creek North riding. In fact, the Porter Creek Noniting also
encompasses almost all of the riding that | represkin 1970-
something as Porter Creek West as it representsvéiséern
part of Porter Creek. In that area, we have nbt msidential
— we have everything from trailer courts to exeaaithomes
on acreages — but we also have a retail area, aneocral
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area and two industrial areas within the Portere€rading.
There’s an eclectic group of residents in thahigdi

| would also really like to thank my wife for allamg me
to run in this election, as we both retired lashmer just be-
fore the election and were looking forward to spegdsome
time together, doing all the things we hadn’t mauhtp do in
the 40-odd years we've been married.

I’'m not exactly sure if she shares my disappointnieme
being elected, because | really have noticed inl#se few
weeks that she seems to be extremely happy inetieement
and really hasn’'t missed me at all since I've beere. | don'’t
know if there’s a message in that or not. | alsokth will have
to apologize to my grandson, Levi, when he’s oldwgh to
understand, at least, why his grandpa won’t be htanmbysit
him, as | promised when he was born.

Now, Mr. Speaker, | have a confession to make: #m
Conservative — an unrepentant Conservative. | faeth bet-
ter having got that off my chest.

I'm a Conservative. | was a Conservative in 197&mvh
first ran for the Legislature and, despite tempptapses from
time to time, I'm still a Conservative to this ddybelieve that
people who earn a paycheque are the people begpeduto
decide where their hard-earned money should bet.s@av-
ernment should not be in the business of extraciren more
of their earnings in the form of higher taxes. lidbee that
fewer rules in the form of legislation and reguatiis a good
thing. | believe in the freedom of the individualdathat people
are responsible for their own actions and shoulchélel ac-
countable for those same actions.

Finally, | believe that government should be finafig re-
sponsible to all taxpayers. I'm a Conservative,rmttonly do |
have a strong sense of fiscal responsibility, 1ehavsimilar
sense of our collective social responsibility te tulnerable
people in our society. In fact, this sense of dagsponsibility
was one of the factors in my decision to run fog tfukon
Party in the recent election. The Yukon Party plaif — and
this point was reiterated in the throne speech <luded a
document called\ Better Quality of Lifeand made mention of
supporting actions such as social inclusion ancldgwment of
a wellness strategy; addictions treatment and eshéltr the
vulnerable folks in our society; support for sustdile, patient-
centred quality health care; family violence prei@m and
education; continuing care programs for our agiogyation;
and, accessible, safe services for persons — notusth with
disabilities, but as | like to think of them — witlifferent abili-
ties. One of the things | found by growing up wahperson
with a so-called “disability”, is that they had amazing ability
to teach me new lessons almost every day. | ptefénink of
him not as a person with a disability, but he hadifeerent
ability.

In furthering these election promises, we are cityen
the process of bringing forward the social inclasend pov-
erty reduction strategy. The foundation of thisitstgy is based
on major reports that were completed during thetlas years,
including the 2010 Whitehorse housing strategy ytamid Di-
mensions of Social Inclusion and Exclusion in YuR64Q

among others. This strategy has been a long tinueuelop-
ment.

It's very important to get the strategy right thestf time
and it's also very important that we consult atrestage of the
strategy, as it will set a long-term vision for Mark As well, it
will set short-term goals that focus on improvirg tives of
people experiencing social exclusion and povertiayo reduc-
ing the numbers and preventing further social esiolu and
poverty in the future. This strategy is currently tback for a
release date in the summer or fall of 2012, if mahfer delays
are experienced.

This government is committed to consultation andnest-
ships with a variety of non-government organization the
territory that do so many wonderful and necesshilygs on
behalf of all of their clients. This strategy islpone example
of the many issues that we have under consideraticonsul-
tation with these NGOs. Having said that, we chose sight of
the tremendous work and dedication our employedldrDe-
partment of Health and Social Services display claity basis
on behalf of all Yukoners who come into contacthwtite de-
partment. In the short time | have been in thistfpbo, I've
been impressed, first, by the management groupl'tremet,
and then, on a daily basis when | visit a relativene of the
continuing care facilities, | am impressed by tledidation and
hard work displayed by employees in our continutiage fa-
cilities. | would like to say thanks to all thosengloyees. |
think it's very important that we consider what yhe doing
and how we would respond ourselves, had we beerninpat
place like that.

As you know, Mr. Speaker, my recent backgroundnis
municipal politics, and I'd like to take a few monte to make
a few comments with respect to municipal issues teowd we
in this Legislature can support and encourage npedicoun-
cils in their deliberations. As those of us in thegislature who
have spent time on municipal councils know, muraktjolitics
is the political arena closest to the voters of tieirritory. Mu-
nicipal politicians hear from the residents on akbg basis at
council meetings. They are the only level of gowneent that
allows people to address the elected represergativeach of
their meetings.

In fact, at committee meetings, residents may dtaté
opinion on every single issue facing council atsthoneetings
and, at each meeting, they can come back and atténeir
point again and again and again. Each time theiappears on
a council agenda, they can come back and partiipathe
debate. No other level of government allows thatkof direct
participation in the decision-making process.

Often | found, too, that municipal government leaudls
others in taking on issues impacting their citizéfaw example,
yesterday the Leader of the Official Opposition madention
of the Smoke-Free Places Abking passed in this Legislature.
While that's a very important piece of legislatien and I'm
not trying to take away from that accomplishmentbut I'd
like to point out that several years prior to thie City of
Whitehorse also passed legislation very similatheaSmoke-
free Places Acin the face of tremendous opposition. | can re-
member that the gallery was packed week after wadfedr
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week as we discussed that particular piece of lEgs. | re-
member one evening one gentleman walked into thmdailb
chambers and he packed his ears and his nostthisumlit —
thankfully — cigarettes, to make a point and waerhd
wildly by those in attendance. It was a debate ithauly to be
remembered. | think in part that debate and theeglent en-
actment of that legislation by the City of Whitebemade the
Smoke-free Places Asb easy to pass through this Legislature.
Other issues that municipal governments have lednty
on are sustainable development, recycling, compgst—
they're all municipal initiatives that have led ethlevels of
government to do the right thing for their citizehsake these
comments in order to impress upon members the it@poe of
respecting legislative authority. This governmeas ltaken the
position that municipal governments have a resjuiitgi un-

In closing, it's often said that every person lsafrom
their mistakes. Well, | don't know if | truly agresith that
comment, because if that were true in my case, ldvbe a
genius. | know that many folks in the City of WHitese don't
believe this, but | did make my share of mistakasnd) my
time in elected office, and I'll probably contintie@ make the
odd one here. So | hope the members opposite edt vith
me and make every effort to assist me wheneverilges®
make good decisions, to make sure that | have ¢ise ddvice
possible, to make only good decisions in the coryiays.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. It has indeed been a pteasu

Ms. White:
I'll do my best.
| would like to thank my family and my friends. Tiheon-

der theMunicipal Actto perform certain tasks, and they shouldfidence and belief in me was inspiring. | wouldelito thank all

be allowed to follow though those responsibilitigghout in-
terferences from other levels of government, ag les they
don’t break the law and as long as they remainesalvMy
personal experience during this past campaign Wais some
opposition members were very quick to become irsglin
municipal affairs that were more appropriately teftthe mu-
nicipality. In the same way, members of this Leagiste would
not appreciate interference from Ottawa in affttiat were the
responsibility of the Yukon government. So shoulehmbers of
this Legislature not interfere in issues that amenitipal re-
sponsibilities. During the last election campaigmersonally
witnessed this attitude, | guess it is — or maylsejuist people
didn't understand what they were doing.

When six members of the two parties opposite anseffiy
were invited — | wasn't invited; | just happenedstoow up at
a press conference at Mcintyre Creek with respedPdrter
Creek D. | heard members — all six members, infaaf the
other two political parties state categoricallyttitfzey would
not allow that development to go ahead if they bexahe
Government of Yukon. | thought that attitude wasdabtely
incorrect. It's a municipal responsibility; we haae agreement
with the City of Whitehorse, whereby they take tkad on
planning issues, and that should have been |éfitcim.

I’'m not trying to say that members opposite shotilcep-
resent their constituents in municipal affairs, hushould be
done in a respectful way and it shouldn’t be doha press
conference, saying that if we become the governmenmst
won’t allow this to go ahead, and that's that. Te, ithat is not
a good attitude, and | sincerely hope it doesmiresent the
current attitude of members opposite, and | ddmitik it does.

When | think about who truly represents the voiarthe
territory, I'm reminded of the fact — and was justently —
that in the past municipal election, the leadingdidate — the
leading vote-getter — in municipal council, receivenore
votes than all six members of the Official Oppasiticom-
bined. In fact, that person received more votes tat the
members here on the front bench as well. So thdslene, Mr.
Speaker, to wonder who truly represents the elatdot am all
for respecting boundaries, Mr. Speaker, and | gdytdhope
that everyone in this House does.

the people in my riding with whom | spoke, who sthkvith
me stories, concerns, triumphs and worries. | came this
House with you in mind. | feel the responsibilitydathe privi-
lege of being your voice.

My journey here started more than 15 years agmyiate
teens and early 20s, | felt that | had no voicehat my opin-
ions and experiences had no place in politicsltltfat gov-
ernment was a self-contained, unapproachable dimdidiating
machine. At that same time, | was lucky enoughintd myself
in the folds of the Hardy family, who patiently ded my po-
litical awakening. We had many boisterous convéysat
around the kitchen island drinking tea. | was wadkthrough
life with my eyes wide shut. I've always had theatieand the
passion to do what was right, but up to that pbhmd no idea
how that could be incorporated into politics.

| stand before you with my eyes wide open, knowtimat
heart, compassion, humility, integrity, humanitydadrive all
belong in the Legislature. | believe that thesecralities that
all elected representatives should have. We araadte of the
problems around us: the obstacles we face in aefifhome”
and the pressures to move forward quickly withoutimfore-
thought. We have reached that critical moment whegeas
Yukoners need to define our image of home and Mpeda-
tions that we as politicians are responsible tccettat vision.
Home doesn’t stop at the front door or at the engbar block
or road. Home extends from south of Watson Lakideéoschel
Island, from Macmillan Pass to Beaver Creek.

Home is clean water; home is affordable housingndds
job security; home is an inclusive community. Myaige of
home is wild, with strong environmental protectiaffordable
housing and careful economic planning into therkitu

[Member spoke in French. Text unavailable.]

| sought the nomination in Takhini-Kopper King besa
of my love of Mcintyre Creek. As a child, | sperdguntless
days playing in the pools in the mud. As a teenagdiscov-
ered the treasures of old classic cars buried énhiltside. As
an adult, | spent hours watching the ravens plaghéncross-
winds off the bluffs. | used to have a favourité&eirail that
left my parents’ house in Porter Creek and broughtdown
the hill toward the woods and the river, alwayshwat stop at

Mr. Speaker, that is a hard act to follow, but
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the ravens. | rode that route for the final timst lsummer and
cried the entire way.

There are many sites of conflict around land usthénter-
ritory. Look at Mclintyre Creek and all the competiclaims by
recreational users, wildlife enthusiasts, differvels of gov-
ernment and, of course, Yukon College. The collisge my
riding.

Just the other day, the college chancellor washerradio
advocating that the college should receive a laayéon of the
area as their endowment lands as they move towpademtial
university. This situation is a mess. The galletrgity council
was packed last night with citizens who think ttieg best plan
is not being proposed for this unique wildlife aréand use
planning is the process whereby our views, ouraesiand our
dreams for the future are reflected into decisidite Mcintyre
Creek situation highlights the need for land ussping — for
that to happen and how we need to do it in an dkpad man-
ner.

If we had a discussion two years ago about FASDaahd
dictions, | would have been at a loss for wordseAfwo years
of working in corrections, | have seen our failtwesupport the
most vulnerable members of our society. The womenrked
with in corrections were amazing. They had overcameeedi-
ble odds and were often struggling with addictioN brought
them into a safe environment, told them they weoethy of a
second chance, and told them that they could chtiesdife
they want. But when their time was up and it wasetior them
to leave the Correctional Centre, they would endbaigk in the
same situations that they came from. Sadly, thesaem don’t
qualify for existing programs. They get left out time cold.
That needs to change. We need a supportive, safi@ement
similar to the Yukon Adult Resource Centre to héhese
women become the successful members of our comynunit
know they can be.

I'm pleased to have heard in the Speech from therikh
the commitments to developing a youth shelterptplément-
ing second-stage housing for Kaushee’s Place amebtking
with the Salvation Army on expanding the availabjmce at
the shelter.

| worry that these commitments are just words, aatll
to action. Kaushee’s has been waiting for more thanyears
for concrete development. The youth organizatioagehsaid
for years that there needs to be an adequate shelteit the
special needs of youth.

I worry that we're putting the onus of responstlilof
housing and caring for the hard-to-house in thedfthe Sal-
vation Army, that we're passing the buck, so toaspaVhat
happened to the proposal put forward by the Nonmth@ity
Supportive Housing Coalition, an idea document Huatressed
our current crisis? This group of eight non-goveental or-
ganizations wrote and promoted a detailed propasdlbusi-
ness plan. Their objectives were to provide the éless popu-
lation in the downtown core of Whitehorse with sadéord-
able housing. They incorporated a programming dspeleelp
alleviate the adverse effects of mental illness anbstance
abuse. The group had taken on the concept of siocilaision
and applied it with compassion and practicality.

This isn't a new idea. Housing First models haverbien-
plemented elsewhere and have proven successfthén juris-
dictions. The Northern City Supportive Housing Giah was
proposing a concrete solution to the complex problehis
government faces with the hard-to-house. It woushma re-
duction in emergency room use, ambulance calls RGP
and court involvement. All of this would have hasgey posi-
tive effect on our ever-expanding budgets in batktide and
Health and Social Services.

As the NDP Official Opposition critic for the Yukdtious-
ing Corporation, | am very interested in what tlewernment
has said about housing in their throne speechppase it's
good that housing is the first issue raised intktiene speech; |
just wish that tangible solutions were given.

The Yukon Party says prosperous times are herehayd
describe the housing crisis as a pressing challeltgemore
than just a challenge for those struggling to pag tent or
forced to live in substandard hotel units; it'srargexistence, a
hard reality. These Yukoners deserve more fronr thevern-
ment. The Yukon Party hand-picks a few housinggqutsj they
will support and dismisses others without ever fiiog the
rationale for their choices. They said they're @gtion the
housing crisis as they released a request for ssjomes of in-
terest. How does a request for expressions ofdsteneet that
immediate need? Developers are being asked to sabpro-
posal for land development that would have theningcas
landlords to affordable housing units, but not ludéinuary of
2013. The onus of responsibility is being passedgain. This
government lacks a vision, a clear housing stratagigle from
identifying the private sector in terms of incremsthe supply
of affordable housing.

We in the Official Opposition want to see a housstigt-
egy. We need to be strategic and focused to adthessmany
housing needs. A housing strategy would addresdattie of
affordable rental housing and plot a course toemtrthe situa-
tion. A housing strategy would look at the high tcoshome
ownership and issues Yukoners face around finanttieg
mortgages. A housing strategy would look at theutsmhs to
care for the hard-to-house population. We have afloeports
on this issue. We asked Dr. Beaton and Chief Altestudy
how we treat acutely intoxicated persons at risk.

They presented their report, the Beaton and Alkgport.
Why are they not following it? Why isn’t the Beatand Allen
report a major plank in a comprehensive housiregery?

A housing strategy would look at our social housiegds,
our social housing stock and waiting lists. A hogsstrategy
would look at existing government facilities thétempty and
put them into emergency use. A housing strategylavimok at
the rather shoddy housing conditions in the teryitnd look at
whether our building code or other regulatory fraraeks are
up to snuff in terms of our needs for well-buileatthy build-
ings.

A housing strategy would look at improvement to -con
sumer protection so that new home buyers or thdgepay for
substantial renovations can have reasonable geaf the
quality of that construction. A housing strategyulb place
updating thdeandlord and Tenant Adtigh on the list of priori-
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ties. We would be crafting a residential tenancy, adich
would clearly spell out rights and responsibilitfes both land-
lords and tenants.

There was nothing in the throne speech about imghem
ing the Landlord and Tenant Actecommendations, even
though it was in the platform. We hope the govemimeill
retain this pledge. The work on thendlord and Tenant Act
has been done and now we need to act on those mezoaha-
tions sooner rather than later.

In the absence of a housing strategy, the goverhmeen
peats a litany of projects from their platform, dind not say-
ing they're not welcomed — student housing and Negyo
seniors complex are just a few. There are some-betichers:
is the announcement we’re working with the Salvattomy a
response to the Beaton and Allen report? Projenbamce-
ments aren't a substitute for vision.

As Environment critic for the Official Oppositioh,was
intrigued by an item in the throne speech dealiitty Wukon
Energy Corporation’s controversial waste-energyceph for
electrical generation. The Yukon government hasa gf zero
waste by 2040, an admirable and achievable goafte@Gily we
remove 19 percent of our waste through compostitracy-
cling. We could easily bring that up to 76 perdémte made it
easier for businesses, apartments and constrigitesito sepa-
rate their waste before pickup so that it wouldr@tland filled.
Yukon Energy is proposing to build the waste-endegylity in
Whitehorse. Given our lack of diversion, regulatipprograms
and infrastructure, waste energy could become thkoi's
primary waste-management option. Other communitiely
begin talking about waste-energy options once thaye
maximized recycling and composting and still haagé vol-
umes of residuals left over. These communities Havger
populations than the entire Yukon.

As a waste-management option, recycling has pragen
be more cost effective than waste energy. Yukonrdgnés
throwing hundreds of thousands of dollars on a easergy
scheme which, according to all the research, wounly pro-
duce a fraction of the energy that we need — arwhat cost?
Dioxins and furans, both poisons, are created @ dboling
process following the burning of ordinary paper aidstic.
These poisons are dangerous at extremely low lewelsmod-
ern day technology does a poor job of reducingdlegsissions
into the atmosphere. The proposed locations of iale and
downtown are both highly populated and sit in tlasib. We
have all seen what happens to wood smoke in theewiHow
would this be different?

Yukon public can trust the NDP to be questioning aoruti-
nizing new, controversial energy schemes.

One of my critic areas within the Official Oppositiis as
youth critic, looking at the Youth Directorate, Kialg to youth
and various youth organizations and raising thesués and
concerns. We're lucky in the Yukon to have exceligouth
organizations that provide education, recreatiasjtive envi-
ronments and various supports for youth. Bringirmuth To-
ward Equality, Youth of Today Society, Boys andI&Club of
Whitehorse, le Comité Espoir Jeunesse — these @agims
deserve stable funding to do their work. | fees itime to re-
view whether they are adequately resourced.

The NDP caucus believes in improving our demociacy
ensuring that affected groups participate in theisien-
making. Youth are not just our future. They are p&iour here
and now and need to be part of our economy, odtiqadllife
and our plans.

That is why we continue to push for representayivath
council to involve youth and their organizationsl aepresenta-
tives to identify priorities for government actidive gone into
some negatives of what | heard and didn’t heahathrone
speech, but | want to end with a highlight — sorimeth heard
that | believe is really positive, and | quote: “Mpvernment
remains committed to practising open, accountafiteally
responsible government and to working construggiveth all
members of the House to improve the operationsofammit-
tees and the proceedings of the Legislature.”d that. We are
pleased to hear this pledge from the governmentlddfe for-
ward to working with them on improving how our Lslgiture
functions in terms of making it more accountabld aacessi-
ble to the public, where questions aren’t desigioeeimbarrass
and answers are forthright and honest. We look dodwto
working in an environment where mutual respect ardksire
to put the interest of the people comes first, efego and
posturing, where we, as elected officials, willdday example,
understanding that although we represent our viewes,all
represent the people of the Yukon.

Hon. Mr. Cathers: Mr. Speaker, it's a pleasure to rise
here in response to the throne speech. I'd likeetin first and
foremost by thanking my constituents for re-elegtine for a
third term.

| look forward to continuing to work with them ovére
next five years. It has been an honour and a pleasuserve
them for the past nine.

I would also like to begin by thanking the many pleo

What happens when we don’t have enough garbage teho have helped me to get here and who have heiped

burn? We turn to biomass, or, in plain English, dio8 re-
newable resource is described as any resourcedahaegener-
ate itself naturally over time. The growing timethre Yukon
for a forest far exceeds the time required for gwhe forest
growth in the south. Should it still be consideredewable if it
takes more than a human generation for it to rematurity?
Yukon is in the midst of a major challenge as wbade how
we can meet increasing residential and anticipaddstrial
demand. We need to select our energy path careduidy we
need to really scrutinize this waste-for-energyessb. The

throughout the years, including all of my currentlgast con-
stituents, who voted for me during the past ninaryeand of
course the people who have taken time from thesslito dedi-
cate their time and effort and make contributioosnty re-
election. It's very much appreciated, particulathose who
took significant amounts of time to help me in tlaist election
campaign.

I'd like to also begin by thanking my family foreh sup-
port, help and advice over the past nine yearshafdre. I'd
like to especially thank my parents and my sisteanihe.
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Without her efforts this past year — well, she adtemendous
amount of time and effort into assisting me thiaryavhich |
very much appreciate.

I would also like to thank the many staff who héedped
me over the years, and | include with that bothdtadf of the
political offices and the staff of departments.

Although there are too many who have put in treroeisd
efforts for me to name everyone individually, lidd to give a
special thank you to the four people who have skme as
executive assistants during that time and whos&eadnd help
have been vital to me during that time period, ¢hiosing War-
ren, Val, Rosie, and a fourth, whose name I'm @das not be
permitted to speak since he's now the MLA for Cappt
North and the Minister of Environment and Economievel-
opment. | very much appreciate the assistanceladfahem
throughout the years.

In talking to the throne speech, | would like tghilight a
few other areas that are priorities for my constits that |
committed to working on. Again, | could go on aegt length
about the issues that are important to my constityéut these
include improving land planning and the processesurad
land, which are also a priority for this governmesupporting
agriculture; continuing to invest in infrastructuriecluding
roads and wells; continuing support for the rurallywrogram;
continuing to improve and expand our cell servieevork and,
of course, the other priorities important to my stitments in
the territory as a whole, including health caree #ducation
system, justice and the list goes on.

I'd like to set the context in reminding people wave
came from. In 2002, the Yukon had experienced sgears of
economic recession; the population had been inrdebr six
consecutive years and the unemployment rate wéseirdou-
ble-digit range for years. | would also note tlztthat time, the
Member for Whitehorse West and | were the two yashg
MLAs. We were the young ones in the crew, andatltst of an
odd situation to find ourselves here as the olheernced
ones in the Legislature. | suppose it's one of ¢htisings
where, the more you think you know, the more yowvehaft to
learn — at least in my case, not in the case oMbenber for
Whitehorse West.

I'm looking forward to continuing to —

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

Hon. Mr. Cathers: | try to compliment the Member
for Whitehorse West and I'm hearing comments frame t
northern — or, what shall we say? We’'ll move orseke the
heckling has started already.

I'm looking forward to continuing to work with stiadit the
Department of Energy, Mines and Resources. | céytan-
joyed serving with them as minister in the past &uk for-
ward to continuing in the future.

| would also like to — speaking of those who have-p
vided support over the years — give recognitiotht® staff of
the Legislative Assembly and éfansard.| appreciate the ef-
fort they put into not only assisting me but alsdtipg up with
me over the years. | look forward to working witien over
the next five years as well.

When we were first elected in 2002, Yukon’s mining
dustry was in a much different situation than itaday. At that
point in time, the expenditures on mining explarativere $6.9
million in the year that we took office. Of courses see a very
dramatic change today with mining exploration ircess of
$300 million for this year. That certainly providesonomic
benefit, but we also recognize that the economawgr and
prosperous economy create challenges. This incltideseed
to ensure that we are taking appropriate actiomamage the
effects of that economic activity on the environtem wild-
life, and on other affected uses and users.

It also includes other pressures related to housimyland
availability — including the availability of hougin | remind
members opposite who express concern about théagleoof
housing and the pressures in that area that ifthley a look at
the statistics and the very dramatic growth ingbpulation of
the Yukon in recent years, it's not something @@y one had
precisely anticipated at that level. There has beeander the
Yukon Party — a significant growth in the availdyilof hous-
ing, including an increase of some 40 percent énaailability
of Yukon housing stock through the Yukon Housingooa-
tion.

What also must be pointed out is that under the ND&
Liberal governments we had a very different typehotising
crisis. There was not a shortage of available mgyjghere was
a shortage of buyers for that housing and housiigep were
in dramatic decline. So | do want to emphasize émipers —
not to diminish the issues that we face today —t tha far
better to have the problems associated with a gtemonomy
than to have the problems associated with a degdliaind in
fact, at that point, a collapsing economy, whereré¢hare no
jobs for your friends, your family, your commungiand those
whom you care about.

That was the situation we were in in 2002. So, ragae
do recognize the need to take additional stepst ishahy ex-
panding the availability of housing, including adsking the
major element needed to improve the availabilityhofising;
that being availability of lots and land is a pitgffor this gov-
ernment. This was outlined in the throne speechaoaiched in
our platform under the heading of “Providing Lanat fall
Yukoners”.

Now, one thing that | also will point out to new mieers
of the House is that there has been the exprebsi@ome that
perhaps we should have put something in the thepezch
other than what we promised in the election campdigvould
note and remind those who may not be aware thdfcin the
throne speech is supposed to be the high-levadrviir gov-
ernment going forward and, in my view, it should éeactly
what a party promises to the public in the electampaign.
That is exactly what is reflected here. We are cdtenh to
implementing our election platform.

I know that members of this House from differentties
have very passionate viewpoints and, in some avéaspoints
that differ from our own, but they should also rgoize that,
while we do want to work with them, we are comnuitte im-
plementing our election platform and are not gdiogmple-
ment their election platforms.
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| would also like to mention one specific conceaised by
the member who spoke before me, the Member for tyidn
Takhini. | believe she expressed the concern afgusécycla-
bles for energy projects. | would emphasize thatjlevthe
Yukon Energy Corporation has done some work conisige
that, as the Premier has made clear and | wantalce nolear
today, burning of recyclables for energy is not ething this
government supports. We believe that recyclablesbast put
into recycling programs.

We began the election campaign by committing toesom
thing that is important to Yukon citizens, thatrgpeia commit-
ment to no tax increases. We are committed to w©ointj the
economic trend that has led to surpluses in buggyetse
committed to continuing the availability to investkey infra-
structure and to laying out a multi-year capitarplwhich al-
lows the government to design projects carefullylevallow-
ing Yukon contractors to plan ahead for major wprkjects,
thereby ensuring continued, steady economic growth.

that will be attached to the new Dawson City hadpjprovid-
ing $4.5 million for second-stage housing for Kaeesk Place
in Whitehorse; providing $2 million for Options femdepend-
ence to expand its current complex for adults W&SD from
six units to 24 units; providing $2.57 million farnew seniors
Abbeyfield complex in Whitehorse; $2.2 million fdiakhini
duplexes; $5.9 million for double-wide trailer rapements and
making land available to Yukon College to constnuetv stu-
dent residences.

Another area I'd like to talk about is the importanof
continuing to support families who are caring feniers and
children with disabilities. One of the commitmets made in
the election and have reaffirmed in the throne slpés our
commitment to provide new supports for people lagkafter
sick or disabled family members, including adultsl aeniors
needing extra care and children with severe diigisil

We recognize that families caring for a parentndparent
or child with disabilities face many challenges autlitional

We are also committed to maintaining key financialcosts to the household budget. We are committeditinuing

agreements with Ottawa, such as the recently rersdderrito-
rial health system sustainability initiative, aral gursuing re-
negotiations, including the Northern Health Accdtohding
when that comes up.

I'd also like to mention the success that the Peernad in
late summer in fulfilling one of the commitments made in
the leadership campaign, that of working with tedefral gov-
ernment to achieve their agreement for an incréashe re-
source revenue cap. I'm pleased that Prime Minidtaper did
announce that the federal government will raise thaoughly
$40 million, compared to the current level it sitsunder the
devolution transfer agreement. It's a rather drériatrease to
see our cap go up from $3 million, for example, fevenues
for minerals, to a new level of $40 million.

We are also committed to continuing to work witk fied-
eral government and work with provinces and wittritigries
in as cooperative a manner as we can. That hasareempha-
sis of the Yukon Party since 2002 and will continaidbe going
forward. We will not always reach agreement withst gov-
ernments, but are committed to engaging with thenpeasi-
tively as we can, reaching agreement where we ndnnerk-
ing together on issues of mutual interest to otizeamns.

In providing the housing that | referred to — owmamit-
ment to providing more housing or increasing theoanh
available to Yukoners — one part of it includesoanmitment
to making more land available. That includes takamgnew
processes for disposing of land to the privatessestd making
it available. That entails titling a piece of laddyt 262, be-

to help them provide their loved ones with the déwey need
and to build on the supports that we have previousple-
mented.

Our new commitments include establishing a new -care
giver tax credit for families caring for a relatiwgth disability,
including seniors and adults and children with sewdisabili-
ties. We are also committed to providing additiciualding for
therapies, as well as money for specialized equipmamps
and lifts to assist disabled children and expamdilfasupports
through the children with disabilities program. like to men-
tion that program, and highlight it, as well, apragram | was
pleased, as the then Minister of Health and S&gaices, to
be able to work with families who were involved vtork with
the department, and to develop and implement argpnoghat
was aimed at assisting children with disabilitiesluding au-
tism, cerebral palsy, muscular dystrophy and Dowrdsome.
I'd also like to recognize the work that the Memitar Porter
Creek South put into that as the then presidenfatism
Yukon and both the passion and dedication thatrbadht to
the table, as well as other parents and families piit their
time into this and the specialists and therapidte wrovided
their efforts and their work into developing antimhbtely im-
plementing that program.

Another area that is very important within the Yoko
Party’s election platform, within our throne speeshd, of
course, important to my constituents and, reakyge in each
and every riding in the territory, is improving ass to health
care. In 2006, | had the pleasure and honour ofclaing as the

tween Range Road and Mountainview Drive, and weehavthen Minister of Health and Social Services ourlthehuman

asked for expressions and proposals related tdetelopment
of rental accommodations. We will be looking on ase:by-
case basis at using this type of model in the &twhereby we
raise title on pieces of Crown land, make it adddato the
private sector, but in some cases set the condidod end use.
We are also committed to providing more housindsuta
low-income Yukoners, including building a youth kbe in
Whitehorse; constructing a new seniors complex ayd/ re-
placing McDonald Lodge in Dawson City with a neveiligy

resource strategy to attract new doctors and nuoste terri-
tory. That strategy was effective. We also commditie the
election campaign to increasing the support fot #ieategy
through the development of a new health human resaitrat-
egy. That includes doubling the family physiciarcentive
program to $100,000 over five years for physiciai® have
recently graduated in exchange for working in thekdh —
that, of course, is for recent graduates of a Canadhedical
institution — and creating a new family physiciactnitment
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incentive to help medical clinics with the costre€ruiting and
supporting new doctors. Under that incentive, fsrpilactices
will receive $20,000 per new doctor in the firsiayeand an
additional $40,000 if the doctor completes fivergeaf service
in the Yukon.

That of course is to create an incentive to geintimeore
involved in the recruitment process and recogrieecbsts that
are placed upon a medical clinic to recruit andpsupthose
new doctors, and it also recognizes the importaridée role
they play in that process.

that it is the role of the Yukon government to wavkh all
sectors of the economy and all sectors of societyyt to en-
sure that we are supporting all of those sectoth@Economy,
allowing them to flourish, and that where there aoaflicts
between those sectors of the economy, we are cougngith
solutions in partnership with the people involved nhanage
those impacts and conflicts as best as possible.
As we have emphasized throughout the election cempa

and will continue to emphasize going forward, wédwe that,
when political debate becomes unnecessarily p@driand

We have also committed to increasing our successfyoliticized, it detracts from the issues that aally important

medical education bursary by 50 percent to $15080year
for Yukon students attending medical school. Ag#ie, medi-
cal education bursary was one of the new prograstabkshed
under the first health and human resource strateg906. The
incentive for students who enter medical residencg Yukon
family practice after graduation will be doubled $80,000 a
year from its previous level.

We have also committed to increasing the nursingcad
tion bursary by 50 percent to $7,500 per year,taridcreasing
the health profession education bursary by 50 métoe$7,500
per year for Yukoners training for other healthfpssions. |
believe the total number of Yukon students who hbeen
assisted under this program stood at 59 Yukon stades of
the fall.

The Minister of Health and Social Services justerdly
announced the most recent bursaries, which talesidimber
to roughly 65 or 69 who have currently been asgigiteough
the program. Again, this is a made-in-Yukon prograevel-
oped through the work of the Department of Healtth 8ocial
Services, which has assisted Yukon students aad isnpor-
tant part of training the health care professioveds need to
address the needs of the health care system. Tintbegncen-
tive program, this is an important part of attnagtand retain-
ing doctors, particularly family physicians.

Another area we touched on in the election platfaras a
commitment to continuing to support the hospitadl am sup-
porting the needs emerging as a result of theirptasnmreview
of facilities, which includes the need for faciéii for a new
MRI machine and the need to begin moving forwarthveix-
panding the emergency room. It is an area, thromgik that
has been done to date in the satellite specidiistcthat has
significantly increased the number of Yukoners ahe receiv-
ing specialist procedures in the territory.

| don’t have the numbers in front of me, but theniver
has dramatically increased over the period of tsiree we
were first elected. It is an area that we have catachto con-
tinue to support. If members are interested imtn@bers, they
will find the numbers referring to the increasespecialist pro-
cedures addressed the last time the Hospital Catipar ap-
peared before the House, which | believe was thegpf this
year.

Mr. Speaker, there are many areas of the Yukonaugn
One thing that we have emphasized in the campaignwall
continue to emphasize going forward is the valueplaee on
all of them. We appreciate their role and we beithat every
sector of the economy and everyone'’s livelihoodvase, and

to Yukon citizens and ignores the fact that weehadithat most
Yukoners actually share common values. | can tell that
over the past nine years and in going to the deprgi this
election campaign, hearing from and working witinstduents
throughout that time period, | firmly believe thabst Yukon-
ers value wilderness beauty and healthy ecosystantsalso
want a strong, diversified economy that providepleyment
for their friends, families and communities.

We are focused on respecting that direction fronkoru
citizens, on continuing to support the diversificat of the
economy, recognizing the value of the mining sea@rogniz-
ing that having a strong mining sector is so wivathe Yukon’s
economic success, and also recognizing the potebtian-
creased development in other areas, including altwire, tour-
ism, big-game outfitting, the knowledge economy #relcrea-
tive economy, to name but a few.

Again, | want to emphasize my belief in the impoda of
these sectors and our commitment to supportingveorting
with all those sectors of the economy to try to eoap with
solutions that really foster an environment forcass in those
areas and allow the private sector and Yukon ciizi® take
actions to make use of the opportunities — a bettgy to put
it — to develop those areas for their own good tredgood of
their families and their communities.

We have also committed to putting more support ade
dictions recovery, including replacing the agingabaSteele
Building with a larger, more modern facility thatopides
space and resources to support an after-care pndgrapeople
coming out of the 28-day program and putting ma@sources
toward youth alcohol and drug programming. Of ceurmn-
other important part in that is the linkage betweeldictions
issues and mental health.

During my past time as Minister of Health and Sb&ier-
vices, we significantly increased the resources ruental
health. There continues to be pressures in thosasamwhich
we recognize. | know that my colleague, the MinisteHealth
and Social Services, and staff in his departmentrarking on
it. It is also important to recognize what has bdene to date,
including the development of the secure medicadlifaat the
Yukon hospital in partnership with Yukon Hospitabr@ora-
tion. The capital cost of that facility was, | ele, roughly
$300,000, but there was a significant increasepieration and
maintenance costs related to additional staffirguirements.
That amounted to — | believe the total number wasyhly
$900,000 in increased annual funding per year.
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We have also increased the resources availabledatal
health services, including going from one psyclsatio three
and increasing the mental health clinicians, inicigdwo rural
mental health clinicians and a mental health diémicdocused
on youth. Early intervention for youth psychosisswanother
program funded under what was then referred thaderrito-
rial health access fund and has since been retitkedterrito-
rial health system sustainability initiative” undiés successor
agreement.

Those services — mental health services, othersmilimg
services and in some cases, diagnostic servicese-also pro-
vided through the telehealth network, which is sthiimg that
the Yukon Party, during my time as Minister of Hhal we
became the second jurisdiction in Canada, secaed ldfina-
vut, to make a telehealth network available in eact every
community and within all of our community nursintatsoons
and hospital facilities. That has served as an mapbtool that
allows, in some cases, easier access to servickallmws re-
duced costs, because in some cases, the counselihglia-
logue can occur without requiring somebody to trare the
highways from rural Yukon, whether it is the dogtourse or
other specialist travelling or the patient. There, af course,
costs involved in that, and making more efficieat wf those
resources is an important benefit of the telehestiwork, plus
it provides more timely access to care.

The 811 Yukon HealthLine is another area that veiabe
lished back during my time as Health minister and pleased
to see it continue forward. It has provided, agamtreased
access for Yukoners to health care services andedtv their
homes, which | firmly believe is a very good thirg to pro-
vide people more access and more information te tatrol
of their health care needs.

Other areas that we have committed to in the thspeech
and within the election platform include enhanciow home
care program to help seniors stay in their homegda We
believe that's what most seniors and elders wahat'$ cer-
tainly what we tend to hear from people who ardnfache
potential need for those services. We believe that is the
appropriate thing to do — help people care for thelves,
provide increased home care services and providédi@uhl
supports, in some cases, for minor home renovatidresre
also committed to continuing to support childcarel aarly
learning, including strengthening the licenseddtddre system
by helping to address training and retention needkcreating
a new parenting and early development resourcereceht
would like to credit a member of the childcare commity who
happens to be a constituent of mine for coming i ¥hat
idea and developing it into something she madewsre of.
We are pleased to be able to commit to this ankl foavard to
implementing it.

Another area | would like to touch on is implemagtiof
theYukon Solid Waste Action Plahhis is focused on ensuring
the creation of a state-of-the-art solid-waste rgangent sys-
tem to adapt to the changing needs of future génag of
Yukon communities. We have also come a long wayaking
improvements to that disposal of garbage, movingyafiom
open burning of garbage, which is something that wayreat

concern for constituents of mine near the Deep ICckemp
back when we first got elected. It has also beerisane in
communities. Taking that step to reduce those éomssand to
reduce effects on communities is something thaerg impor-
tant and | am pleased that additional steps willdken in that
area.

The throne speech commits to — as we committedhto i
the election — promoting the territory’s economiainstays,
such as mining — both hard rock and placer — supypr
tourism, to supporting oil and gas and to providauglitional
support and economic diversifications in other @estinclud-
ing agriculture, arts and culture, film and soufutestry, wil-
derness tourism, outfitting and trapping, reseancth develop-
ment, knowledge-based industries and value-addeuufae:
turing.

We're also committed to maintaining the Yukon's ex-
tremely favourable tax environment that promotegestiment
in the territory and providing access to land, tatpry cer-
tainty and the provision of necessary transpontatt@mmuni-
cations and energy infrastructure. One important githis is
completing the Mayo B hydro project, as well asealeping
the next stages in our energy strategy, includiegetbpment
of an independent power producer and a net metentigy to
provide Yukoners power in the short term.

We have also committed to the development of araktu
gas industry. We are committed to supporting thesipment
of the Yukon’s own natural resources and oil ang, gait also
recognizing that if the potential that is beliewedbe there and
hoped to be there in areas, including the northoviukloes not
meet the Yukon electrical demand, in the mediutmtezven
the baseload is going to require additional steps.

Natural gas, while not as green of an option agdyyis$
certainly preferable to burning diesel. It's botleleaper alter-
native and one that emits less carbon.

An important part of all of this is also putting ilace that
network that does encourage people, both on a smdllarger
scale, to invest in alternatives like solar powgnd and hydro,
and that is exactly what the net metering policg ardepend-
ent power producer policy are aimed at doing — anaging
that small-scale investment by adding additionalegrenergy
to our electrical system.

Another element committed to within the throne gpbee
and mentioned earlier today, both by my colleadneeMinister
of Environment, and by my colleague the Member Reily-
Nisutlin, is the Yukon government's commitment tevdlop-
ing a new water strategy. That strategy is focumethe goals
of improving access to safe drinking water foryalkoners and
increasing data collection and information shambgut water
resources with the intent of using that to impro\ata collec-
tion to better manage our water resources and lgriar cur-
rent and future water uses.

This is also going to build on the important infrasture
component in the investments that have occurretthénpast,
such as public water projects, development of wafid, of
course, the continued support, which we finishednguthe
election campaign, for a program that is near agar do me
and to my constituents, that being the rural doimesiter well
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program, which was something that was proposed eécand

brought forward as an issue by constituents dutime first

term | was elected. I'm pleased that it has cone lireing and
has been a very successful program. It has prowadedg list

of Yukon families with the ability to access assigte in de-
veloping that infrastructure, modelled on and samito the
rural electrification program. It is 100 percensteecoverable,
but it does allow them to invest in that infrasture at a rate
much cheaper than they would ever be able to aedipugh
the bank, while ensuring that the government mapsnt on
that is secured and 100 percent recoverable.

The water strategy commitments, as | alluded tointo
crease our information and data, are an importaritqf under-
standing — especially our groundwater resources rdet
standing the effects on aquifers. We also recoghieeneed for
managing our surface water and ensuring that we havinte-
grated approach from all involved Yukon governmeepart-
ments, municipalities, First Nations and othersolugd in the
provision of water and whose actions and activitiese an
effect on water and water supply.

I'd also like to mention the importance of suppugtiagri-
culture. In a motion | tabled in this House yesggrdwhich
now sits on the Order Paper, | confirmed the gowemt’s
commitment to continuing to support the developmeanthe
Yukon'’s agriculture industry and take additionapst aimed at
increasing production of Yukon-grown food. A sigcdfnt per-
centage — most — of the Yukon agriculture indussrin my
riding, but it is also something for which thereaigreat poten-
tial for development within the Yukon as a whole.

There are other sectors of the territory — notdhlyhe
Haines Junction area and around McQuesten anceibéw-
son area — that have a lot of agricultural poténhat really,
it's certainly something that — throughout the Yuoke- the
ability to grow food, whether on a small scale tigb a per-
sonal garden, or on a larger scale, is an impogpartt of im-
proving access to local food and an important camepb of
improving food security — increasing the supply lo€ally
grown food.

In our election platform, in the throne speech, andthe
motion | tabled yesterday, we have recommitted twrking
with farmers and industry associations, includihg tYukon
Agricultural Association and Growers of Organic Bodukon
to implement the agriculture multi-year developmean;
committed to developing a Yukon-grown food polidgsnad at
significantly increasing the production and uséochlly grown
vegetables, meat and food products; supportingdthelop-
ment of agriculture infrastructure that improvesdasecurity,
facilitates access to market and encourages lgoduption of
food; and supporting the development of local merkier
Yukon agricultural products through measures, idiclg in-
creasing the annual funding for the Fireweed Comtypar-
ket and, of course, continuing to work with Yukarrhers to
conduct agricultural research.

We believe that’'s important for food security. Welibve
it's also good for the economy and diversifying ttisgctor.
And with the increasing public desire to have asdeslocally
grown, healthy foods, continuing to develop thistee of the

economy will be an increasingly important part o fYukon’s
overall economic picture in going forward.

Mr. Speaker, | believe you are signalling that rmyet is
getting close to an end, so | will have to wrapnupremarks. |
look forward to the next five years of continuirggwork with
my colleagues. Before wrapping up, | would be renifid did
not thank the Premier for the honour of being apieal as
Minister of Energy, Mines and Resources; minisesponsible
for Yukon Development Corporation and Yukon Enefyyr-
poration and as Government House Leader. | lookdod to
serving in those capacities and continuing to waeitk all my
colleagues in delivering good government for Yuksnand
working with other members of the House on inities where
we can. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

INTRODUCTION OF VISITORS

Ms. McLeod: I would like all members to help me
welcome to the gallery a constituent of mine, LeaHiougen.
Applause

Mr. Barr: | am honoured to rise today as MLA for
Mount Lorne-Southern Lakes. | am very proud to khmad of
this Legislature. | would like to congratulate yddr. Speaker,
on your appointment. | think that as just a humamdp, and
thinking over my life where | have come from, whahbave
learned, how it came to be that | am even in th&oviu It is
something that | have learned to trust to be a qia# process
of a journey in life. It is something that | didrdtways know,
something that | took for granted — life, in gernetado re-
member a time when | thought | was invincible amddd
many of my friends | hung around with. | actualgmrember
one of my colleagues across the room high-markimgsrmow
machines many years ago. Now we both ride old wuosk
chines.

We were talking about that last week and, you knamy,
other member — you know, as a human being, | s@d @t
his store that he sold — and | might say that thayen't re-
placed the ones and it’s sold out. Maybe you cadalk with
them.

You know, there’s also the Member for Klondike —uyo
know, as a human being, | knew him long before. phyed
music together. You know, we've seen each othetherhigh-
way and helped each other out and we’'ve stoppedalked.
Although I've been invited for dinner, | never maidebut |
hope to do that, you know. I've got a neighbour 4+ leader is
my neighbour down the lake whom | didn’t really kn@rior
to her coming and asking me to be a part of thasnteSince
then, we've had many conversations and | considetdibe a
growing friend of mine as a human being. I've knahis lady
here, again, through her husband first — a long t&go.

Actually, | first came here to the Yukon to visistsister
— two sisters, actually — and to further my musitceer as a
musician. | remember Ed was working at the plae¢ wWas the
receiving house there — it was the youth assesswntte.
We've come a long way in this territory | woulddiko say. As
far as that goes, the youth assessment centreehasdithe old
liquor store that is now Many Rivers, | think it m®w. Back
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then, | remember people would be hired out of Idicalor es-
tablishments to get jobs and we could drink andedfiack
then. I loved that. | thought that was great wheptlhere. | do
see the forethought of why we do not have that tloough,
right?

When | speak to the rest of the folks whom I'm harex
to be a part of — and | see our other colleague hd®just sat
down — | remember when you were Justice ministel act
knowledging me that | had done something as fawlasn |
used to volunteer for the justice committee waykbamny
years ago around Carcross.

stood by me through thick and thin, who disagreéith we,
but loved me enough to tell me the stuff | didnam to hear.
Yet, somehow it sunk through this thick skull anthdcame
teachable. | became willing to listen and learn toh, within
my own process, to start to practice some of thegthl did not
want to do. We may be asked to do that here, becaascer-
tainly do have differences of opinions at timesafffwhy |
really pursue this human being thing, because ifcae’'t do
that, then we’re going to be at loggerheads aTbey did do
that.

I remember the first time | ran as a MLA in 2006 fo

| extend my thanks to everyone and to those | HavenMount Lorne-Southern Lakes. | was not a member of a

mentioned, | look forward to getting to know youasiuman
being, really, so that we can proceed as humargbeantside
of this — | would like to have coffee and do thaidkof thing.
| believe that is what has helped me: when | nedtletbst,
people extended themselves as human beings ansl dbi@ to
work with them and with others to achieve a comrgoal and
that was, | believe, for the good of all the pedpt@ame into
contact with. As we all have stated here, that'sitwhe want to
do. That's why we're here to do that.

People loved me until | could love myself. What taay?
That might sound kind of corny and | never wouldvéha
thought 10 years ago | would be an elected peirsbrglone
saying something like that publicly. When | wassffithinking
about doing this, | had been involved with a lotgofssroots
work in the territory from the Southern Lakes JeestCommit-
tee, back before we had our first circle sentencing

| was a group home parent for many years — a simglie
with eight co-ed teens in Riverdale. That was greernce I'll
never forget. | might add that back then, there wgsarent
model. It was a parent model. That's why | wasragle parent.
Since then, we’ve evolved to staffed group homes. brought
up over the years that, as we move forward, sonestiwe for-
get the stuff that works. So, I'd like to call uptive govern-
ment to maybe reintroduce parent model group homésat
that did was allow me to take some of the guysrighsome of
the folks to watch a movie at the house, invite ednends
over, some to sleep over, some to cook their mealag to go
grocery shopping — or | could go to the classroand on and
on. Today, we don’t have those opportunities. Whsaay is
that if we're asking our youth of today to growethwe have to
provide the opportunities for them to grow and ésponsible.

As it stands today, we threw out the baby withlihth wa-
ter is what I'm saying. You might get a year’'s exdi®n to be
in a staffed, supervised group home, but not thEdpnity to
actually evolve as a responsible young adult inasummunity
who can stay at home by themselves when they'rdaaing
well. As a parent, | can trust and devolve trughiose relation-
ships, so that we’re not just plunked out there@aeone who
hasn't had a chance to process what it is like eoob your
own.

So there are many things that | have seen thairagress.
| can’'t say enough about the staff that work insthdields.
Even when | think of corrections today — beforeet ¢po far
ahead of myself, | haven't thanked the people plodime here.
| would be so remiss if | didn't acknowledge my famwho

party. Mr. Hardy, who has since passed, was totafigware
that I might want to become an MLA, let alone foe tNDP. |
thought of running as an independent. | was judtup with
how things were running in the government, beirggassroots
worker and seeing programs such as CAIRS start -ehnvh
might add was an aboriginal healing foundation -e $#865
million that put forward would solve all the hisiintergen-
erational land effects of residential school surwév In five
years, that would be done.

| couldn’t even get the money off the ground toarige it
within the communities in those five years. It hadbe ex-
tended for two more years and then three more y&€&k{RS
was funded because it was one of the most innavatdcial
programs in this country, here in the Yukon. It vetarted by
people of the Yukon —12 people, 12 men — the first from
Atlin. The rest came on board when they startegriag in
coffee shops and saying, “Hey, this happened toeomé They
were the first successful 12 men — and still adayoin this
country — who ever took part of their compensatiwilars
and formed CAIRS, to have a storefront for thewtbers and
sisters to start to raise awareness. Today ihsugehold word:
residential schools. Back then, you couldn't getneone to
listen to you about that. These men — | guessbElldoing a
tribute about that later on as | stand here antkthbout that. |
would like to compliment this government on givitigem an-
other year’s grace.

That foundation | spoke of — as we think of fourolias
— should be lifelong. However, the government’stltleimking
of the day, even though they called it — this is tbderal gov-
ernment, not territorial; no points there — is @dhto be spent.
We wanted to just live and work off the interedtsENations
have lots of great ideas. It's another way; if vem tisten, we
can learn. Now, of course, they received a yeaidsay When
you walk 20 miles into the bush, you have to walkrRiles
out, if we're thinking about residential schoolaring in this
territory and in Canada in the late 1800s. The ¢exst closed
down in the Yukon in 1975-76. The semblances ofrtlreere
closed in 2002 in the territories. After not evel years, we
had better rethink, if we're asking to be respdafud honour-
able in our decision-making and thinking and wogkin coop-
eration.

We may have touched on the survival part of it, Wwet
certainly haven't touched on the intergeneratioeffitcts of
these schools and supporting First Nations withr thgree-
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ments and implementing self-government agreementsifill
their own destiny.

| can be passionate and | can forget where | caom
you know, there | go — forgetting that | had alese volun-
teers helping me be here. | had Boyd Pyper justrihg me on
the whole time. | had people driving out from Whibese. |
had our own leader taking time out. | had the MenibeCop-
perbelt South taking time on election day, goingMount
Lorne to help me. I think that's amazing — the lesness of
those folks who believed in me.

My sister — | was thinking back on that first time it
was her and | and Eleanor Millard, pretty much —d &rew.
He helped out some there.

ple who drive through, that port of entry has taggést number
of people who enter the Yukon — the largest nunabgreople
enter the Yukon on the road through there in a sem#nd
then, combine that with the Marsh Lake entry.

When | remember standing and speaking to the gevern
ment of the day as we are going across for thécpishing, |
said, “Look at that house over there — the conditid that
house, which is a First Nation house.” The firghghyou see as
you come into Carcross is stapled cardboard tdatesit from
the winter — stapled cardboard. | said, “We wanptomote
tourism in this territory? We should do somethirgp@ that,
don’t you think?” Let alone the conditions of, hat time, un-
employment in that area, which was about 95 perdeit still

I was on my crutches with my one-legged dog — h& hahigh. In rural communities in the Yukon, it is higdnem-

only three legs. | told Todd | was running for tparty, so that
happened — and | won't go into that. There | wgsg to get
up the hill with my sign to stick it in the groundnd Eleanor
pulls up and says, “Can | help you?” Then she oot that
first time around. It was out of frustration thaé weren't lis-
tening to each other really. | know that we areraliere for the
hearts. So when she stopped and did that, | lo&8byotes to

ployment is high. Tiny businesses and opportunitvsich |
realize this throne speech did not address — wel needo
more so that these conditions are addressed angfolohged.
When | am listening to the federal Attawapiskatffstbat is
going on, you know, there are conditions in ouritery that
are similar if we look around.

| think of situations with the First Nations thaJe not fi-

the honourable member who preceded me from Southemelized their agreements. When | was going doatotr, they

Lakes, which led to me being invited to run in faderal elec-
tion, where | was last. It wasn’t about winningwis about
doing it, just taking part, not sitting on the cbuwith that fa-
mous tee-shirt | used to see, that everyone ixparefrom the
armchair — that kind of thing. I'm just going tordonue to try
to do my best.

| want my constituents to know that, in the spifitSteve
Cardiff, who passed away earlier, who I'm sure wlobhve
won this riding — | have no doubt. | had no intentiof seek-
ing the nomination this time around, but with higic passing,
| reconsidered that. Yet | have no doubt that, bseaof his
tireless work and endless accountability effortsl+mean, at
one point, he was the only guy sitting over thesetee Third
Party, with all the areas — and | think | have katslo.

When | was at the door, the constituents of Moumitne
told me they were going to miss someone of hisugatwho
would carry on. | can only hope | will be able wdfill that
legacy — the volunteers who helped put me here -wdtk
hard, to be the best | can be. | want to be operded and
stand my ground on the things | believe in.

I would like to say that Mount Lorne is now alsouiwern
Lakes, so there are four communities there tha¢ hlagir own
greatness and their own and their own shortcomiAgsl |
guess my goal would be, as part of being the Mduamhe-
Southern Lakes representative, to unite us as ancuwity.
You know that we can work together because of thtapped
resources that are in what we call Mount Lorne-Beut
Lakes, that whole Southern Lakes loop that you inigge
when you're on the highway. Drive the southern Kothe
Southern Lake loop there, and see what we havéfépio that
part of the country.

As the member opposite was saying, there has bden i
structure put in place in Carcross. I'd like to slagnks for that.
| would like to say that it has been a long timengw and
there’s a lot more to do. When | think of the papita of peo-

said that they feel like because they haven't sigiey are
being penalized for not having signed. What is titht? Be-
cause | want to follow my path, how is it that whgu hold
the stick, you don't have to listen. | think thatisfair in our
relationships. It makes us not want to have faitleach other.
There is a lack of trust with each other. | woult@urage this,
because | am not just a representative of Mountné-or
Southern Lakes, | am also asked to represent atbivers. |
can't forget that. It is easy when we all do what want to do
together, but when we have opposing views, espgoidth
these First Nations — and they have been in théitipa for a
long time — we need to listen and not try to fopemple to do
what we want. We must listen and have compromises.

There are also ports of entry from Alaska and u@ th
Alaska Highway. They have those ports of entry.

| think that it's important, if we’re going to moverward,
that we recognize that, and how we can work forwand
move forward with those final agreements.

As | was saying, in Carcross there’s a carvingistadw.
It's great. We've got the First Nations developmentpora-
tion, the store and the new First Nations buildif¢e don’t
have a community centre. We've got one, but it'syveld.
When | think of the wellness and the lack of — wehdhve a
community centre, sorry, but it's very small andi@tesn’t ac-
commodate the youth and the community for actigitianean,
the mountain’s great to slide on, but we need ntoaa that,
because we don't really even have a coffee shopvtgm we
want a community to be together, one of the godagthwas
that when we did have a coffee shop, you couldeastl be
warm and people could have a coffee. A communitgdsea
heart. | speak this for all the communities — antitdhorse.
We have to have a heart of a community.

When | was in Africa, they had nothing, but theyl aatree
in the centre of the community and that was thethefathe
community. Every community needs a heart. With thfsa-
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structure, it is ongoing. The waterfront developmisnongo-
ing. However, in the planning of it, we have to ember, as
with any land use planning, that we have to ligtethe people
who actually live in that area. They know bestisltkind of

residential school all over again and I'm not sgyaverybody
in Carcross went to residential school, but whgo In there as
government and say | know what is good for youprhét to
listen when the people say, “No, hold it, | liverdeall the
time”. Let’'s not just build downtown Carcross fdret tourists
who come there for a couple of months of the yéar.one
fellow Carcrossian said: “Let’s not have a townthauilt

around legislation.” | don’t know if you have bethere. | un-
derstand that our Premier had come there for aingeabhd got
a little turned around, because we have the ondéyway street
in the Yukon. With the multitude of stop signs —ndogo

down here — and all these high curbs — especiaiti the

tourist population who go there, they are goinatboff.

The local planning advisory committee said, “Heye w
don’t want this. We don’t want it like that. We d@nt some of
this.” But at the end of the day, it wasn't whatswagreed
upon. So now we’re starting that refinancing — #mahks for
taking down a lot of those signs. | did send aletth the minis-
ter and thanked him for correcting some of thedcdities.
We have lots more to do in the springtime becausealwlive
there. The heart of our community, basically — hseawe
can’t meet at the stores — we go to the post offidéers drive
up there. We've always done that. If we put a org-gtreet in
a town that is used to passing across, we're ngeieig to see
each other to wave hi and say, “How are you doing?be-
cause we park in the middle of the street. | mé&arcross is
Carcross, right? We stop and talk. | mean, peopléhdt on the
highways. Can you imagine now? We can’t do th&ancross.
We cannot stop. We have to — “Oh, | wonder who thas?”
You know, our heart was where we stood out therzant. |
was there with an elder and we parked at the stppwhere
we usually stop there, prior to taking down somehef signs,
and he’s right at the stop sign. | said, “What goe doing?
We’'re at a stop sign.” He got out of the car. Hiel s&et out.”
So | got out. We walked into the post office. IdsdiYou can't
park there. There is a stop sign right there.” Hiel,s‘I'm pro-
testing.” | said, “I like this.” You know, | mighhave been
charged, right? Good thing | wasn't elected yetoh't know,
but | might be breaking the law in Carcross andlgét caught,
please understand — I'm not trying to be a reallitemaker,
but sometimes we have to do some long-term thin&imdytake
care of the folks we're serving.

| don’'t know if I'm making much sense, but | betrapve
on. One of the things | do know in the whole tenyt and
that's volunteers, not only in the Southern Lakmg,in all ar-
eas of the Yukon, and they're invaluable. If we hadeplace
the work that volunteers do, we could not coves#oosts as a
society. We need to honour our volunteers; we neexipport
them.

There were over 200 people at Kurt Gantner’'s meahori
He was our fire chief in Tagish and he passed amatythat
long ago, leaving a fire scene. Some of the comsneheard
after that was, when they were there trying to quittthe fire,

the Tagish and Carcross trucks were trying to ertipty water
into a pool because there’s no standardizationgfample, of
the fire departments in the Yukon. We need to siedide and
at least give them the proper tools to work withyé're asking
them to do this volunteer work. Volunteer fire depeents in
the territory are recognized as essential servicethey are
not. They don't get the $3 to be on call, as amieda do, as
emergency services.

We need to recognize this. The reason | understandre
not recognized as essential services is becaugaltret save
lives, as an ambulance does. They're saving prppét |
want you to know that, if I'm burning in my house which
there isn’'t enough training at this point in timermmbers of
volunteers who can actually legally go in to save s we
need to support them in their training. That's wihatsaying.

Even if they had the proper training — | would thin-
and they come in and they get me out — or your kisrgor
your wife — or some of the children we've been irakabout
with disabilities here — and they couldn’t get outwould
want that volunteer — | would think he was pretsgential at
that moment. Not pretty. | would think that, my gaéfdl had
something to do about it, and you weren't essenfilbe do-
ing everything | could to make sure you're an esSakgervice
in my life and not taken for granted for the ladkt@ining.
That's all around the territory.

I was honoured to be at the emergency servicesueang
earlier and present an honourary award to Bruceétawho is
a neighbour, who volunteered, not only on the diepartment
— emergency rescue, the ambulance — but on evagy§ou
could imagine, and if you needed a cord of wood god
didn’t have the money, he’d bring you that too. dien’t build
a road into where the caribou were living back ¢hier Tagish
— not for money. Because he knew that if that reesht in
there all the caribou that we had been workingawesfor the
last many years — all that work would be gone. Treat is up
to nearly 2,000 now. It was down to 350.

We have to think, | believe, as government — anauild
like to mention that — oh, there is so much moie thwould
like to say. | haven't even got to Marsh Lake, Mblworne
enough, or the work of John Edzerza and Todd Hardym
hoping that over the time that we are here togethercan ad-
dress a lot of the stuff that | wasn’t able to brimp here. |
apologize to those whom | haven't mentioned — wheket-
edly — that | got going on. | wish | had a couplers hours,
because everybody is worth mentioning here. | lbeel that |
haven't, and | don't like that. | don't like feetinlike that; |
really don't. | apologize to those who might readtor be lis-
tening, if 1 haven’t mentioned you. It is not besau didn’t
wish | could have.

I would like to extend, in closing, my appreciatito the
Creator for me standing here today. | call him Great Mys-
tery. Some people | know call him “Her” or “Him” -which-
ever. | believe it’s all the same for all of usrtRaf my spiritual
learning, with my First Nation ancestry — the readivat | say
human beings is that my mother was First Natioihv@y and
Irish; my father was Scottish and German on my dmasther’s
side. So growing up, | wasn't liked by — well, Itghe brunt
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of it everywhere that | went. In grade 6, whendnsferred |

was circled by all the non-native kidsi¢mber makes whoop-

with the Chilkoot Trail to the gold fields. One bfs trading
posts, Dalton Post, was on the Tatshenshini Riseuth of

ing soundl. There must have been 50 or 60 of them. It was apresent-day Haines Junction.

awful experience. I've been within First Nationsdahwasn’t
good sometimes there either. I'm a human being éinsl we
all are. That's why | wanted to say, please, latiscome to-
gether as human beings; go for coffee. We were ihggat the
Arts Centre, some members across the floor, amgpé o con-
tinue to do that. | just am grateful to be standiege today as a
human being.

I would like to thank you all.

[Member spoke in native language. Text unavailable]

| would like to say mahsi’ cho, gunilschish — amdmy
Ojibwa ancestry — miigwetch.

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: Mr. Speaker, | would like to
congratulate you. You're a veteran, and I'm a \aatet’m sure
order and decorum will be the utmost pristine — ttha mili-
tary would like to see.

First of all, | would like to thank my constituents eve-
rybody who voted for me and the people who didwtevfor
me — they're all my constituents now. My family —ymife
and my two children are very important to me. §ting to be
a real honour to serve everyone here.

| would like to congratulate all of the new MLAschaome
of the older MLAs coming back for another seat thihk it's
really good. Also, our former Yukon Party MLA, MBrewster
— | don’t know if anybody noticed — put an artiétethe pa-
per congratulating the Yukon Party on their thichsecutive
term win. | would like to thank them and also catglate
them, and | would like to thank the Premier and téswm for
the opportunity to be the Minister of Highways aRdblic
Works.

Dalton’s Trail was abandoned with the coming of the

White Pass Railway from Skagway to Whitehorse dedriv-
erboats on the Yukon River. In 1903, gold was disced east
of Kluane Lake. More than 2,000 gold-seekers poumtal the
area. With high hopes, they gathered at SheepjoBulBur-
wash and Ruby creeks and many mining settlemeritgerS
City sprang to life, but little gold was found ambst moved
on — a short-lived gold rush, precipitated by thiéiding of a
wagon trail from Whitehorse through to Silver Cignd then
they would ferry freight across the big lake of &he to Bur-
wash. It was the longest wagon road that the Al&sikgway
would eventually be built on.

All the stuff | spoke to, basically now I'll spea& as part
of my riding. Now, modern day — the Takhini Rivaidge is
where it all starts. My riding starts at the Takhsabdivision,
the old horse wrangling spot where Elijah Smithnépeaany a
day. Then there’s the Mendenhall subdivision. Téeal kids
there ride more than three hours a day on the $dmos.
Champagne is the old First Nation community, andvas a
trading post along the Dalton Trail. Haines Junctis, of
course, the base of the most picturesque St. Biasntain
range and home to Kluane National Park and thedigothrg-
est non-polar ice field. Canada’s largest mountaitgunt
Logan, is 18,551 feet tall and it’s still growinditle bit every
year. Maybe we’ll catch up to the ones over in Asia

This is also the traditional territory of the Chaagpe and
Aishihik First Nations. Before we head north, wavel south
on the Haines Road, where residents are spreaalldhe way
to the British Columbia border and on down to Hajn&laska.
Travelling north up the Alaska Highway, you arrie¢ the

As most of you probably know, my grandmother wasYukon’s largest lake, Kluane, and the communitieBestruc-

Hilda Watson. She was the first lady to lead atpali party in

Canada. Growing up, politics was always there. iyt family

gathering, the family just beat her up like cra¥pu have to
remember — and | have to bring it across to all iners on
both sides — that we are going to be inundatedbgtf&amily

and friends: “Why aren’t you doing this? Why areyoiu doing
that? We sort of signed up for it, but don’t takeoiheart. They
just want all the changes to happen overnight -e-\ile can do
it all by ourselves in about two or three minutesiet going to
happen.

The Kluane riding — let’s talk about that. It's eefiy big
riding. For the last 5,000 years, Southern Tutchueaple have
lived in the shadow of the big mountains out theFaey
adapted to an ever-changing landscape and hunistedf
trapped and gathered food in the area. Accessetadhst was
controlled at the Chilkat Pass by the Tlingit-spepgkChilkats
of Alaska, but there was active trading betweenwegroups,
intermarriage, and often clashes.

Europeans first explored over the Chilkoot and ittie
interior. In the late 1800s, Jack Dalton, an Ameamiovho most
of you know as an explorer, was in the area fro®41® 1896
and established a series of trading posts in tieeiim, and then
a pack trail over the Chilkat Pass to where evedybmet up

tion Bay and Burwash Landing. This is the tradiébterritory
of the Kluane First Nation. It's also the locatiohthe world’s
largest gold pan. Gotcha over there, Member fonHike.

Further northwest, you arrive at Beaver Creek, @alsa
most westerly community and traditional territorfytioe White
River First Nation, also home to Canada Customsthadnly
U.S. road link to Alaska.

That's a pretty big riding, and | put a lot of nslen, as did
my cohorts in crime, Eric Stinson, Tim Cant and & Dixon.
We fought a hard fight out there and we travellddtaon that
highway. We know what the highway is like.

My history a little bit, in my community — as oné e
older members in the House here brought up, | @oresserva-
tive and | have also been known a little bit ag@neck. That
came across at the door a few times and | brought uhem
that | am, because my father is from the farmlaod#ani-
toba. We all had rednecks because we bent ovewandorked
hard and had red necks. That was from hard work.

Mr. Speaker, my early life — | started off, workat an
early age; my family built the store. | can rememberking in
the store. My parents tried to get permission fa tm leave
school on Fridays. Every Friday was freight day. §é¢ a lot
of fight from the school. They were going to — “Wi&’going
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to fail you,” and all the rest of this. But | kegbod marks in
school and | got Fridays off. We found a bit ofadamce there,
I guess. Working in the store from a tender ageouild drive
elders of First Nations and non-First Nations todLake. We
had a big store van and all the freight had totieped every-
where. | can remember going to get my driver'siime When
| walked in there, the local RCMP officer looked rae and
said, “What are you doing here?” | said, “I'm héoeget my
driver’'s licence.” He said, “You don’t have youcdnce?” |
said, “No, sir, | don’t.” He said, “I see you dnig that big van.
Have you been in an accident?” | said, “No”. HedsdVell,
here, I will give your driver’s licence.” That wasy test; it was
gone. That's a small town.

| spent many years working in the community witloteof
different stuff. I'm adopted into a First Natiomfdy. | helped
the family out when | was young and, when we hadstore, |
drove a lot of First Nation members around. We wdrland
co-existed together. I'm very active in the CanadRangers
and always will be, as with the Legion. | spent gngears in
the military when | was young, travelled Europe atidover,
so I've seen a lot. | encourage the youth to gettwere and see
stuff, but | also look forward to them coming batkke some
of the commitments that our party has here andjdvernment
side has for the youth.

My son is working in Grande Prairie. He had an aipant
and everything in Haines Junction, but he saidm“lbutta
here.” He might come back, but he’s off working.

| want to talk a little bit about some of the bcarand
committees in the national park in our neck ofwoeds. | was
on the Alsek Renewable Resources Council and | zdat
when it comes to some of the things | heard from gpeaker
before me. When we talk about the land and ourrenmient,
when we talk about our species of animals and sittdfthat,
I've seen us not be able to — I've gone to renewabsources
council meetings, where | looked at a 50-minuteuliad sta-
tistics presentation on everything about the Pdrnaiparibou
herd. The second statement in there says, “Wenatlbe talk-
ing about wolves.” The politics of the day — justchuse
somebody doesn't like it, and it makes it to thevegaper, we
can’t do complete management of our animals.

But we need to look at that. 'm a firm believer timat.
We've heard from the Member for Pelly-Nisutlin abdhe
moose populations and we hear it in my area. Weden on a
permit hunt there since 1983 and we really nedddk at how
we do our management. We need to set politics amidelet
the locals — the elders and the local councils -medorward
with proposals. Just because they screwed evegythm in
Europe, doesn’'t mean we’re going to screw it up.ewlou
talk to your locals and your elders, they will passthe infor-
mation that we need.

| also would caution this, because | remember rayndfa-
ther telling me — he was on the local improvemastrigt and
was the chair — and when Parks Canada came, thdy
“Look at Banff and Jasper. You're just going toihandated
with more people and money and business oppomsriitMy
grandfather, until the day he passed away, wasngddkis butt
for not making the Kluane National Park’s borde theak of

the mountain ranges. Thirty-plus years of the gmeig there,
and it was all about that three percent, making swbody did
anything in there or had any activities. So we hiavase cau-
tion on what we protect. We have to make sure itke/dor

everybody, and that special interest groups darst fictate
how we’re going to go about doing something so thadry-

body is consulted. You go to the communities amdtthppers
and the people who enjoy the environment, whethey enjoy
it through skiing, snowmobiling, four-wheelers, inigf, biking

— there is lots of stuff out there.

We are finding it very difficult. | sat on the Klna Park
Management Board, and they brought forward thatdéro-
graphics of people are down. No longer is it the fnights’
stay in the national park and enjoy the wildernéss.not like
that, whether you are talking about Cuba or somesvieése,
everything has changed. Everybody wants to chesk Face-
book and tweet while they are up doing this. Therldvis
changing and we have to adapt for it. On the Mamae
Board, we looked at how to go about adapting te stuff. It
was pretty tough with the rules and regulations W put into
place in 1971, when the park came, to go aheadchadge
some of these. We should be really careful forfthere, for
our children, that there is going to be opportutdtgo in there.
Preservation is of number one importance, butlor a

| want to talk a little bit about some of the issudeard on
the campaign trail. We don't have to talk about faska
Highway and permafrost, but | am sure we will ie tHouse in
a debate more than once or twice. | heard abowwhbrg. We
have an elk herd just between here and Hainesidunth the
wintertime, if you don’t have driving lights, yoweanot driving
the speed limit or you take a chance — so brushvaget! con-
trol. | heard lots about tourism.

Infrastructure upgrades — | campaigned big on ie W
have diesel generators everywhere in Beaver Cigekyash
and Destruction Bay.

At the lodge | was working at, we put over $100,G00
year in diesel fuel into it. There's no recent asftructure up-
grades with power, and we talked about getting nmgreen
energy. | heard lots about addictions and mentaltineMental
health is a big cure to our health system, if wa catch it
early.

After-school programs, extended care for seniorsaie’ve
built a facility in Haines Junction, which peopleeahappy
about, but we are looking at it for the long ternthmdoctors.
RCMP — we had a bad incident a few months ago, towze
end of summer. We almost lost an RCMP officer. pgened
to be part of that whole ordeal, and it's not fAmbulance —
we talk with the community a lot about volunteeridmspent a
lot of time in my community, working with the Tatsfishini-
Alsek Park people when they first came. They wanbeelimi-
nate snowmobiling in there completely. | was thespient of
the snowmobile club. We met with them; we mitigatee

satook a little portion of it, which is three percetiiat is active. It

brings millions of dollars to the economy of thekén, tour-
ism dollars from people coming from the south afsw from
locals, who like a place to go on Easter weekefd. dure
you've all heard about it.
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Not high-marking any more, sitting at the bottonteténg
the young fellows, but safety and the rest of #taff goes a
long way.

So | see a great opportunity in having me heree been
around the community; | know a lot of people up dogvn the
highway. Working with them all — working with theh@m-
pagne and Aishihik First Nations, Kluane First Mati White
River First Nation, and the national park — co-nging. We
have got a new cultural centre opening up. I'm lngkorward
to getting out there and working with the team e¢e svhat we
can do. Our store is gone, but | hear rumblingssbmebody’s
going to build one and manage it right and it wilh. I've been
to the Carmacks store, and that's a village theessi@e as ours
and they have a wonderful store. That's the besesin the
Yukon, | would basically say. It has a little bit@verything in
there.

So a lot of the platform issue stuff came up on d¢am-
paign trail — a lot of the stuff that the Yukon Bgput forward
| was happy to see, because it ties into some efighues
within my riding and within everybody else’s riding

| want to just go on a little bit about — I'm doingell
here. I've only got 11 pages left and I'm on page.alust kid-
ding.

Ministerial stuff — | once again want to thank fReemier.
| have a lot of experience within highways, and sotmuch
the public works. | know a lot of people in theBut within
highways — | worked for Highways for 10 years, seds very
impressed to see that the school bus company seatnice
letter thanking us, because the school busses allesafe and
the roads were plowed for them. So | was prettyrésgped with
that.

A lot of people here probably don’'t know that a dbpes
not go by where every single Yukoner is touchedbyg por-
tion of my department. There are over 900 emplayEssry
Yukoner — whether it’s a highway, a road, a brid§epply
Services, Corporate Services, Property Managemieidiah,
cellphones, Internet, communications. Some of therifies
and some of the vision — | met a lot of differerbple, | have
a great team working with me and I'm going to getvorking
together here in a little bit about it. Some of gnrities for us
are the greening of our government operations fipsti of the
Climate Change Action PlanThat's something that we've
looked into. The Yukon energy strategy — by redgaineen-
house gases and emissions. It's all near and deaurt heart.
We all want to be part of it. We live in the noghd it’s a little
challenging sometimes. But we all want to be pdrtt @and
work. Reducing the energy consumption — | talkddtle bit
about that before. The environmental impacts of gavern-
ment infrastructure and equipment and vehicles -iziag

some things like cost-ownership models. We havevyhea

equipment purchases. We have contracts for lighticles,
fleet vehicles. We award them on a point systemravih@ver
fuel consumption, better gas mileage garners highits. We
are looking at things like this. Every little bielps in the big
scheme of things.

Through our Property Management division, a datltas
track energy consumption has been developed toiqeaw

business case information for the decision makeélsing

LEED — leaders in energy and environmental desatifica-

tion — with the new projects. Green energy-savimgjgets

such as biomass, geothermal or biofuel, distrieting systems
— this will help with energy consumption and redoict Mr.

Speaker.

Using risk assessment — which was a big one | veab t
into and | never thought much of it, because west&y many
departments within the government. Some of us leare
across the House have worked in those departmiemts)sed
risk management on our entire infrastructure. Cepadtment
is looking at all the buildings. This will help pritize and ac-
knowledge facilities that most need upgrades. Edgpart-
ment wants to be number one on upgrades but wetbdweek
at the big picture. We're going to be improving andderniz-
ing our contracts and procurement services to enagr meet
adequate environmental standards, also promotingrami
regulations, procedures and policies that are sterdi for the
local business community.

We're going to use something that is really inténgsand
I'm proud to say we’ll use our scale on contractimrencour-
age Yukon contractors to bid and use local labodrsupplies.
My office furniture was built in the Pelly-Nisutlimegion.
Working closer with the other departments is crutaus and
it will ensure new projects that are proposed wdélcompleted
on time and on budget.

| say a good example is F.H. Collins Secondary 8khib
is for the betterment of the Yukon people that vestbecom-
ing more fiscally responsible. | operate that wayry house-
hold and I'm sure most other people do also. We tik see
things done on time and we want everyone to bewdable.
Through our department, whether it is the conststahe con-
tractors, the engineers — that they are accountalde they
can't just say we need a couple more million dslladobody
wants that. We don’t want to argue that in the Hou&/hy
were there cost overruns? We want to be frugalwiamt of a
better word. We just want to be on time and on letidg

One thing that | don’t know — we were contractedtiogy
federal government through the Canadian Border iSesv
Agency, and I'm proud to say that our Property Mgeraent
division managed the building of those infrastruesudown the
Haines Road at Forty-eight Mile, and Canada CustainiBea-
ver Creek. They utilized us and paid us to manhge facili-
ties and we are doing quite well on that. The depant knows
that there are issues that we have to deal withwanédre look-
ing at them, but we are encouraged and looking akiwg
with that. The risk assessment, the multi-year $lm devel-
opment of all our infrastructure, upgrades to highsv and
bridges — we've heard it already. Somebody is Ingkfor
something here; somebody is looking there. Thegeoaty so
many dollars, but we need to have a plan on timd, awell-
laid-out plan that we work together on for infrastiure and all
upgrades.

There are great ways of finding money, whetherfitisa
rural road program, resource access roads prod@aiig, Can-
ada — there’s a great way to partnership. On ttssyital we
work in partnership with Nunavut and Northwest Ttertes,
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the rest of Canada and the Canadian governmergpe of
these related issues. We're going to look at tbgether and
we’re going to say, if it works here and it's awahie, let's put
this together as something we need for Yukoners.

We put together a strategic plan and there are thirate-
gic goals for our department, and three strategaisgfor the
Yukon government. These six goals are: the optimgizihe
performance, safety and service life of Yukon gowegnt in-
frastructure — which means basically making surat thur
facilities are safe and they're performing at cayatVe talked
about how we’re going to look at this stuff stempdinproving
and modernizing operational services provided byegument
departments and the public; playing a lead rolthéngreening
of our government and our infrastructure; attragtimd devel-
oping and engaging talented people to continuertwige a
high quality of service to the public; practisingem, account-
able and fiscally responsible government, advansimngtegic
corporate initiatives through interdepartmentalpsation.

My department alone has over 900 employees. When
comes to constituency services — some of the shaf we
hear from our constituents — I've already seen scin#. |
signed something off for the Member for Coppert@duth a
little while ago — working together. I’'m hoping than issue
from a constituent about a berm on a road doest’'bgought
up in the House, that | get a call from the offise, we can
work together on this and get some of these isdoae. Nine
hundred employees: it's not hard to say that madraebody
might have a bad day at work or do the wrong thahgvork
and we have to be accountable for it in this Leqisk as gov-
ernment. But working together, I'm sure we can deigth a lot
of these issues and work together.

So, again, I'm looking forward to working with mypen-
terparts. I'm pretty humbled by the fact that | ddmow how
a guy who likes snowmobiling and trapping and mmtand
fishing got to be here, but I'm going to work asdas | can.
I'm really happy with the team. We spend a lotiofd together
and we're getting to know everybody quite well. I'mappy
with my department. I'm happy with my constituerithave
apologized to a lot of them because | said | wiler live in
Whitehorse. | lived with a horse in Crestview fax smonths
after | was born. There are no horses there anyg nat then |
moved to Haines Junction.

| just want to state a couple of things. Let's fiatget,
when it comes to our youth, I've done a lot withugfm Any-
body can talk to me about youth. They're our futarel they
should be of the utmost importance, not forgettheyneeds of
our seniors and elders, because those are who msmdad
made the Yukon what it is today.

| just want to thank everybody, and that's all vbal
could keep on for 10 more minutes, but sorry.

Mr. Silver: Let me begin by congratulating you, Mr.
Speaker, on your new appointment. | believe you pvibve to
be an excellent representative for our Assemblya/servant
to all MLAs, | trust you to bring a fair and honegiproach to
the Orders of the House, while protecting our ©ghd be
heard.

| wish to also congratulate the other 18 electedAsIL
Over the past few weeks, we've all managed to reaei other
and, from these encounters, | am encouraged. Vdithahd
objective attitudes, we enter into this ChamberwHee con-
duct ourselves from this day forward will be ougdey and |
am hopeful and confident in our potential.

| am honoured to be standing here, privileged iwith re-
sponsibility of representing the people of the Klike. | would
like to say mahsi’cho to the Tr'ondék Hwéch’in ahaould
also like to thank my riding association, to whommwe a debt
of gratitude for their hard work and dedication.

What we have accomplished was no small feat. We
worked hard; we stayed positive and prevailed on @un
merit. Our focus was on what we could accompligietoer if
we worked together and | am here today as prooitip@of
such an ideal. This pedagogue | will bring forw&rdhis cau-
cus and to the House at large.

From elders to students, to all people in betwegnteam
represented the most diverse group of Klondikeneckived
support from placer miners to environmentalistenfrexplor-
ers to expediters; to musicians and artists. Thexe not one
sector of our community that | did not draw upomeTone
thing that binds us all is our love for our northnéilome and our
vision for a stable future.

The Klondike is the heart of the Yukon. Look arouhis
Chamber, ladies and gentlemen. Those banners yowge
there with the green, the white and the yellow -eythepresent
the Klondike and the gold. It's pretty big. The pkpare the
pulse, and the warm spirit of the community courdesugh
our veins.

It connects us and it makes us who we are and, when
straits inevitably occur, we are selfless and witeuand draw
strength from one another. This is the strong cweded for
life in rural Yukon. It is a model for all commuigs. As the
mineral industry ramps up, with the right directiove can ride
through the boom wave and continue to thrive whenevita-
bly busts. But we can't do it without the coopewatiof our
government and without its faith and dollars in communi-
ties. If we are successful, however, the Dawsonahuadll be
adapted as an industry standard.

Whether you were born and raised there or if yomeca
from away, it takes a special type of resilientrelster to want
to stay and live in Dawson City. A common quote“iscame
up for the summer and | never left.” Many of thertee-from-
awayers,” including myself, can attest that it otdixes a cou-
ple weeks before you realize that this is the httméyou were
searching for. It is a community where all you neethe right
attitude and a willingness to contribute and yos accepted. |
came from Antigonish as a lobster fisherman andiiwia cou-
ple of weeks — sorry, a couple of years of teachingpt the
opportunity to go into the placer mining industry well. |
went into Slate River and | got a chance to runiggent and
placer mine — me. You might call yourself, Member f
Kluane, “a redneck” — well, back home, we’re callade-
tins”. So, to be able to have that ability is huge.

I love the fact that anybody can do anything in Baw if
you have a good work ethic. This attitude of acaepe is es-
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pecially true with the Trondék Hwéch'in. | have vee felt
more welcomed by a community than | do in the tradal
lands of the Trondék Hwéch’in people. | owe thear fny
success as a teacher. | was welcomed with open anus
trusted, not only as an educator, but | was gihenréspect and
acceptance needed to be a mentor. The kids opgmékdeir
lives to me and | felt needed. | will never be alol¢hank them
enough. Mahsi’ cho.

| pledge today that | will be up front and honedhvall of
you. My work ethic will be my strength and my focwsl be
on accountability in government. | will work withé govern-
ing party and with the Official Opposition to ensysrogress.
The people of the Yukon have spoken and the Yulatymhas
a majority government. We can, and mostly likelyl,wdiscuss
electoral reform. We could analyze the numbers gerdent-
ages but, ultimately, it is my opinion that Yukosneleserve for
us to move forward with this mandate and maximieegoten-
tial of this majority government.

As a critic, | plan on doing so, not by picking epiadi-
viduals’ characters and not by looking for a chat@evatch
ministers fall.

| plan, instead, on holding the government accdlattor
their promises. | will work diligently, researchirmgnd analyz-
ing their policies for inefficiencies. | will focusn helping to
instill common sense in government regulations pwiities. |
will hold ministers accountable if they engage farne prac-
tices or incompetence, which ultimately impedesuéey pro-
gress that your government set out to accomplish.

Dawson, as | change direction, is a functional camiby
with extremely gifted and talented people in eveegtor. We
have generations of experienced people workinghen gold
fields. The heritage department at Tr'ondek Gwitcisi world-
class. Our health care providers, our firefightansl educators
all have a vested interest in the future of thisramt commu-
nity. Our arts, culture and tourism sectors havehmio share
and showcase. We are not without our unique isguesar the
concerns of our health care providers and our dayearkers.
| see the red tape that placer miners must adlvesnd the
double standards that they must endure. | seediillahat is
literally filled to capacity, and local solutione tlisposing of
waste oil falling on deaf ears. | see a lack ofpmyation be-
tween levels of government that complicate simmkit®ns
for mining inside the municipality.

| see fire crews with 20-plus years of volunteeviee left
wondering why their programming, funding and sessiare
being changed with no warning after over 100 yeafrex-
tremely functional service. There is a proposedea&ion cen-
tre that is only discussed when there is an eledboming. A
hospital planned, built and programmed by outsitteréests
while local health care providers are issued gatgrsrinstead
of being consulted on the real needs of the comtyiuNLuIrses
have been forced to consider selling their homest @udling
their children out of school because they are toalified for
the acute health care model that the Yukon Hosfitapora-
tion has ensured for community hospitals. And tsiegoes on,
Mr. Speaker.

Before | go deeper into the list of concerns of copstitu-
ency, | would like to address some specifics froma Epeech
from the Throne. | was not necessarily impressethbybois-
terous introduction which clearly indicated that tiyukon
Party feels 100-percent responsible for prosperitdo not be-
lieve that the world economy is so much affectedvtukon
politics. | believe that it's maybe the other wagpund. | pro-
pose our prosperity is mostly due to world mingnates and
the boom in the Asia-Pacific markets. If we hiteession, |
would not suggest that the Premier would take tlaenb for
our economic collapse if gold went down to $30@®ance.

The C.D. Howe Institute recently gave the Yukoraiirfg
grade on fiscal accountability. Now, as a teachko Wad to
adhere to the Fraser Institute, I'm not going teega lot of
credit to the C.D. Howe Institute. However, if & fo fix the
government’s ability to forecast expenditures aataly, then
the government will be able to earn some more aded.

Here’'s a quick math lesson, me being a math teacher

when looking at the gross domestic product, boodHaust
economies create a periodical function. The Spdemh the

Throne touched on this concept when it mentionedctbsure
of the Faro mine in 1998. No government could hstepped
this from happening. It was a part of the natungle of a
boom-and-bust industry. What Yukoners want is fitgbbe-

tween these ebbs and flows. Inject life into thegie sector by
correctly planning for these phenomena and youregouwent
will receive accolades.

My only other specific criticism relates to the kg
strategies Whitehorse-centred approach. It's timeswitch
from a reactive to a proactive government. The mtiategy
bullet listed for Dawson was the replacement of Mo&ld
Lodge, a promise that was also in the 2006 Speexh the
Throne. While the need is definitely there — argblactually
have a lot of confidence in this current governmamd in the
fact that they will complete this project, hopejulithin the
next few years — this is not necessarily the sotutd our par-
ticular housing crisis.

It is, however, an excellent segue for my list @wW3on is-
sues, and housing is definitely among them.

Before | do, | would just like to commend the goveent
on its main commitments. Moving forward togetheaiprom-
ise | hope to help this government keep. As | dwitee focus
of this reply to Dawson’s issues, | would like tats, in the
minute that's left, firstly that almost every conté know of in
the Klondike can be remedied through accountabil@gc-
ondly, devolution is designed to create strong anmtttional
communities. It is bringing decision-making authygloser to
the people most affected.

Rural Yukon’s ability to communicate with the capbits
crippled and we have not witnessed an increasevergment
offices and/or presence in the community but, matthe oppo-
site has happened. Opening up a Yukon Mine Traidiggo-
ciation office was a great start, but we are nowrimg that,
come this March, the money might not be there &edasso-
ciation may be defunct.

I should probably end there for the day, or do waunt me
to keep on going?
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Speaker:  Order please. The time being 5:30 p.m., this
House now stands adjourned until 1:00 p.m. tomarrow

Debate on motion re Address in Reply to the Sp&ech
the Throne accordingly adjourned

The House adjourned at 5:30 p.m.
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