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Yukon Legislative Assembly
Whitehorse, Yukon
Wednesday, December 7, 2011 — 1:00 p.m.

Speaker: I will now call the House to order. We will
proceed at this time with prayers.

Prayers

DAILY ROUTINE

Speaker: We will proceed at this time with the Order
Paper.
Tributes.

TRIBUTES

In recognition of Yukon/Stikine Regional Science Fa
participants

Hon. Mr. Kent: | rise today on behalf of all members
of the Legislative Assembly to pay tribute to dletstudents
from grades 4 to 7 who recently took part in thelR0
Yukon/Stikine Regional Science Fair. | was ablatiend this
past Saturday, along with the Commissioner of thé&or and
our Member of Parliament. Also in attendance waslibader
of the Official Opposition, as well as the Member Mayo-
Tatchun. | saw them there, as well as the Membe€tipper-
belt South. Anyone else who was there, | do apekdgi |
missed you.

Students who study science are better equippedndl&
the issues facing our world in the future. Sciefaies encour-
age the use of the scientific method and an awaseaerd ap-
plication of ethics in the conduct of science amgezgimental
study. Supported by their classmates, their teached their
parents, the 76 winners of their local school smefairs cre-
ated 58 inventive scientific projects on a widegawof subjects
from acid rain to pop stains; from nail polish ibgpills.

| was fortunate enough to be a judge at the CtiresKing
Elementary School local science fair and | know,thgain, the
Member for Copperbelt South attended the one atd€oHorn
Elementary as well. The fair itself was evaluatgd3b profes-
sional scientists and engineers and there were musevin-
ning projects and awards given out.

Science Adventures at the Yukon Research Centrehend
Regional Science Fair Society run the fair and theuld like
to invite Yukoners to participate in the next ScierFair on
December 1, 2012. It's never too early to stamkimg about
your next research project.

I would suggest also that each and every membéheof
House check outvww.scienceadventures.dar a complete
listing of the varied award winners from this yesafair. |
would especially like to congratulate the threedgrd winners
who will represent Yukon next May at the Canadaeniti-
ence Fair in Charlottetown, Prince Edward Islando®f them
are joining us in the gallery today, Mr. Speakelys&a Bunce,
from Christ the King Elementary School, with heroject,
“The Placebo Effect?” and Jacob Newkirk, also frohrist the
King Elementary, with his project, “Busting Mouthreyds”.
Unable to be here with us this afternoon, Mr. Speais Pelly

ir

Vincent Braun from Golden Horn Elementary Schodt pto-
ject was “The iPod Hydrocharger”. Mr. Speaker, ¢hesnning
scientists also received a one-year Yukon Collepelarship.

Next year we'd like to encourage secondary studenget
involved. I've had some initial discussions witketbrganizers
and we're hoping that we can get some secondadests in-
volved next year. Mr. Speaker, science is an igggrt of our
lives and | commend these students for their thginanvesti-
gation and articulate reporting at the 2011 Yukthit®e Re-
gional Science Fair.

Applause

In recognition of National Safe Driving Week

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: | rise today on behalf of the
House to recognize National Safe Driving Week. Tydsmr
from December 1 to 7, all Canadians are encouragedre-
minded to take added precautions on the road thautghese
winter months and to recognize that safety on oads is eve-
ryone’s responsibility. This year's theme for natb safety
week is: “Who has your back on the road this wipiter

During the winter, weather in the Yukon can meaal<h
lenging, unforeseen driving conditions that carckyi change
unexpectedly as we found out a few days ago — phagees
to freezing and lots of snow. We are unable to rabrthe
weather and its effects on driving conditions, et can con-
trol the way we drive and how we prepare. Advarinetech-
nology, infrastructure, and better law enforcemleatve con-
tributed to the increasingly safer roads that weehlaeen en-
joying over the last few years. However, our owrhdagour
behind the wheel continues to be the number ongibator to
safe driving: adjusting driving behaviour; respdilgly for the
drivers; allowing adequate travel time; always jrepand
drive according to weather conditions; plan ahezd @bey the
laws. Being responsible drivers means that we rbaespre-
pared to adapt to rapid weather changes.

Equip your vehicle. Having an emergency kit in yoahi-
cle is an excellent resource for unknown situatitmst can
arise on the road, and some of us rural peopleunidlerstand
that, travelling long distances to get to the hig. Safety kits
can consist of some simple things, such as ropes- n
perishable foods, matches, blankets, sleeping dagdlares. It
is better to be safe than sorry. Seat belts mustdsa properly
by all travellers in your vehicle. This includesviray the ade-
quate carseat for children. | handed out some givays from
the department last week to some people who hadddueseats
checked.

Transportation services for the Department of Higisv
and Public Works conducts free child carseat diticoughout
the Yukon. Parents, guardians and anyone traveNiitiy chil-
dren can take advantage of this service, learntabeuwecalls,
have the carseat inspected to ensure it is not geanand en-
sure that the carseat is installed correctly. Gasssave lives
and are a valuable investment in your child’s life.

I am pleased to say that the holiday season is upamd
the community has started to light up with Christniights.
Shoppers are now bustling through the stores. itttime of
the year, we can bring lots of happiness and joig. important
to remind people that while we enjoy the holidagssm, we
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must plan ahead and get home safely. For many,dialslay
celebrations are indeed one of the best parts isftitme of
year.

For many of us, holiday celebrations are indeedafrtbe
best parts of this time of the year. But if alcolsotonsumed at
these celebrations, we must plan ahead and avdithgde-
hind the wheel and creating risks for ourselves aweryone
else on the road. We are all aware of the riskslired with
impaired driving. Getting home safely is as simatea desig-
nated driver, a sober driver, or calling a taxirdge all Yukon-
ers to think twice before getting behind the whéé holiday
season. Being a responsible driver means you'rporssble
not only for your own life, but the lives of others

During this month, the RCMP will be performing thei
regular holiday checkstops to increase the safetguwr roads.
These checkstops are part of a long-term initiatiivkeep unfit
and impaired drivers off our roads. Annually, theme ap-
proximately 6,000 vehicles that go through the RCW¥ikon
checks.

Besides impaired driving, there are other leadiagses to
crashes, injuries and deaths on the road. Pagtheihtion when
you're driving and avoid distractions. Do not usanéi-held
electronic devices for talking, texting or e-maihie driving.
If you need to use these devices, park your vehégelly and
safely and ensure that you are not impeding trafffistractions
impair your ability to react and make safe drivihgrisions as
much as driving does after consuming alcohol. Whehind
the wheel, please remember: drive sober, be focasedbe
buckled.

| would also like to take a moment, actually, tontiean
the hard work done by my department, the Transfpontalivi-
sion. The last few days, their hard work on thedsokept eve-
ryone safe through some of these safe driving et I'm
proud of my crew. They work 365 days a year andcdien
doing long hours and work some of the holidays. yTieein
charge of being there Christmas Day and Boxing Ddylike
to just pass on to them that they do a wondertul jo

In closing, | urge Yukoners to use care when opregah
motor vehicle. Safety is everyone’s responsibiliypur own
behaviour behind the wheel is the number one daittrig
factor in safe driving. We must remember to be soloeused
and buckled.

In recognition of the CBC’s 75 t anniversary
Mr. Barr:
pay tribute to the Canadian Broadcasting Corponatithe

CBC, on its 75 anniversary. The CBC is an institution that

brings us together as a country. The CBC has beendnue to
tell our stories as Canadians. The space is gestimgller, but
it's arguably more vital as we are bombarded bycmte me-
dia.

Everyone has a favourite past and present CBC Radio
TV show or a favourite personality or happeningnfrahe
CBC's long history.

Here is what we came up with as our favouritesririna
formal office poll — | also hope some of our colje@s here
share in these — Stewart McLean’s stories onMiimyl Café
alternative music on Radio Zhe Currentwith Anna Maria

Tremonti;Cross Country CheckuypVriters & CompanyNorth
of 60 Hockey Night in Canaddistening to Barbara Frum on
SaturdaysThis Hour Has 22 Minutegpisodes with Rick Mer-
cer calling for a national referendum to changeciSiell
Day’s name to Doris Day; gathering with the famity play
board games on a Saturday night with Randy Bachsnéinyl
Tap on in the backgroundyir. Dressup The Friendly Giant
WireTap As it Happensand | personally misBon Messer's
JubileeandThe Tommy Hunter Show

Yes, | had to sit down with the family, Mr. Speaked,
“You kids be quiet and listen.” That was very good.

In 1958, CBC Whitehorse was established as the dies
tion of the CBC northern radio service. In 1964,CCBoved to
its current spot at 570 AM.

The Yukon is well-served by our local Whitehorsatisi.
The behind-the-scenes producers and techs, arahthg per-
sonalities bring us Yukon and national news, congnvgnts
from our communities, what’s up in the local arterse, and it
also features local musicians like Hank Carr, Joaitthan,
Kim Beggs, Death in Venice, Kim Barlow, the Und&itey
Daddies — and the list goes on.

| know Yukon trappers out on their traplines staytdauch
with the outside world during the winter monthsotigh our
local CBC — for example, Pete and Mary Beattie ont
Woodpecker Point. Some of you may know these folks.

Today our local CBC station is broadcasting livenirthe
Food Bank, keeping us up to date, as they alwaysmthile
highlighting poverty and need in our community. \&f& so
fortunate to have our public broadcaster, the CBR this, the
CBC's 78" anniversary, let us reflect on all the CBC's cbntr
butions to our cultural life and the role it playsbinding our
country. Let us stand up and make sure the CBOrumg op-
erating and is relevant long into the future. Wekidorward to
many years of top-notch local programming basedVinite-
horse.

Speaker:  Are there any further tributes?
Introduction of visitors.

INTRODUCTION OF VISITORS

Ms. White: | ask the House to join me in welcoming
the visitors to the gallery. Today from the YukoarServation
Society, we have Karen Baltgailis, Lewis RifkindydaChris-
tina Macdonald. From the Friends of Mcintyre Cresk, have

| rise today on behalf of the Legislature t0 yohn Camey and Gerry Steers. From the TakhinitNGam-

munity Association we have Jennifer Eskes. From Rbeter
Creek Community Association we have Jocelyn Lavable.
also have my friends Bonnie Dalziel and Vanessachlat
from the riding and my father, Don White.

Applause

Speaker’s ruling

Speaker:  Prior to calling for tabling returns and docu-
ments, the Chair will rule on a point of order emisyesterday
by the Government House Leader. Yesterday duriedahling
of returns and documents, the Member for River&aleth sent
to the table a document entitiddinority Report on Whistle-
blower Protection The Government House Leader rose on a
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point of order and informed the House that memibexd at-
tempted to table this document during th&32gislative As-
sembly and that this attempt was ruled out of oroerthe
Speaker, Hon. Ted Staffen. The Government Houseédreia
correct.

In his ruling, Speaker Ted Staffen cited Standingled
49(1), which says: “A report from a Committee shmdlsigned
by the Chair, on behalf of the Committee, and sballpre-
sented to the Assembly by the Chair or by anothembrer of
the Committee authorized by the Chair or the Conemit

The members who originally attempted to table tq@ort
were not authorized by the committee to presenb ithe
House. The document was not, therefore, acceptedtakled
document and it was returned to the members.

Pursuant to Standing Order 49(1), the Member foeRi
dale South is also not authorized to table thenteptierefore,
the member’s attempt to table it yesterday is alstoof order.
The document will not, therefore, be entered it® Assem-
bly’'s working papers or distributed in the normasliiion as a
tabled document. It will be returned to the member.

Are there any returns or documents for tabling?

Are there any reports of committees?

Are there any petitions?

PETITIONS

Petition No. 1

Ms. White:
by 366 people regarding the protection of middlelndgce
Creek.

The petition reads as follows:
strongly support the conservation and long-terntgmtion of
middle Mcintyre Creek for the benefit of present dnture
Yukoners. We hereby petition the Government of Yuko
designate middle Mcintyre Creek as an environmbnfaio-
tected area and to oppose any municipal proposalsoads,
housing and any other developments which are inst@ms
with environmental protection.”

Speaker:
sented?

Are there any bills to be introduced?

Are there any notices of motion?

NOTICES OF MOTION
Mr. Hassard: I give notice of the following motion:

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon to

modernize the legislation related to the land ditfgocess to
utilize technology and to improve the timelinesti@nsferring
land titles.

Mr. Elias: I give notice of the following motion:

| have for presentation a petition signed

Are there any further petitions to be pre-

| also give notice of the following motion:

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon teegi
a status report on the 33 “actions to be undertakemtained
in the Yukon government'€limate Change Action Plan

| also give notice of the following motion:

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon tdda
a progress report on what targets have actually best by the
February 2009 Yukon governmeflimate Change Action
Plan.

| also give notice of the following motion:

THAT this House urges the Yukon government to imme-
diately create a system for registering paid lobtsyas recom-
mended by the Conflict of Interest Commissionehigannual
report to the Legislative Assembly.

Ms. White:
ing motion:

THAT the House urges the Yukon Government to previd
leadership on protecting Yukon’s environment by:

(1) re-establishing the Yukon Council on the Ecog@nd
the Environment;

(2) tabling species at risk legislation;

(3) developing a wetlands conservation strateggt; an

(4) updating th&nvironment Act

Mr. Speaker, | give notice of the follow-

Mr. Speaker, | further give notice of the followingption:
THAT this House urges the Government of Canadarawige

“We the undersigneofnternational leadership in addressing climate geaand to not

abandon efforts to establish emission reductiomgetar for
greenhouse gases as required in the Kyoto Protocol.

Mr. Tredger:
lowing motion:

THAT this House urges the Yukon government to dgvel
a comprehensive water strategy for the protectiowater re-
sources and the environment which addresses:

1) source water protection, including surface aramlgd-
water;

(2) protection of wetlands and headwaters;

(3) restriction of deleterious land uses that magtami-
nate drinking water sources;

(4) restriction of bulk water exports;

(5) protection of drinking water; and

(6) data collection, monitoring and training.

Mr. Speaker, | give notice of the fol-

Mr. Silver: | give notice of the following motion:

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon to
make any necessary legislative or regulatory changeallow
extended-scope nurses to practice to the full @xetheir ca-

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon to-pr pabilities and training in either a nursing statara hospital.

vide stable and long-term funding to the WhitehoFsmd
Bank to ensure that the Whitehorse Food Bank dotkave to
rely solely upon volunteer contributions to finarite opera-
tions.

I give notice of the following motion:
THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon to-pr
ceed, based on recommendations contained inMimerity
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Report on Whistle-Blower Protectionvith drafting whistle-
blower protection legislation.

Speaker: Is there a statement by a minister?

Prior to proceeding with Question Period, the Cheilf
rule on a point of order raised by the Governmewusé¢
Leader.

Speaker’s ruling

Speaker: During Question Period yesterday,
Member for Copperbelt South referenced a governnbdht
now before Canada’s Parliament, and said, “I wqadiht out,
Mr. Speaker, that crime rates are decreasing withbese
vengeful actions.”

At that point, the Government House Leader roseaon

point of order and said, “Mr. Speaker, | believe @ontrary to
our Standing Orders and to past rulings for a menobehis
House to refer to the actions of another governnre@anada
as being vengeful.”

the

menting whistle-blower legislation. In reply, theénister indi-
cated that the Premier had sent a letter to thesifipn parties

to reconvene the Select Committee on Whistle-bloR@tec-
tion, a committee that met 13 times between 200@724x1.0.

Yesterday, at the end of the day, | did receivetit from

the Premier indicating his desire to establish l@@e&ommit-

tee on Whistle-blower Protection. | would ask therRier to
clarify his intentions. Does he see the select ciiteeas start-
ing from scratch or will this committee start whetee last
committee left off?

Hon. Ms. Taylor: Mr. Speaker, in my capacity as
minister responsible for the Public Service Comioiss |
would like to thank the Leader of the Official Omjten for
the question. For clarity, again, | am very pleaseat the
members of the Official Opposition have agreed ub rpem-
bers forth to sit on a select committee that wadrsee rec-
ommendations being brought forward to the Goverrninuén
Yukon on whistle-blower protection.

As | stated yesterday in my response to the memjeo-

In her defence, the Member for Copperbelt-Southeig site’s question, there has indeed been a considetaigree of

that the term “vengeful” was not an unparliamentaryn.

Freedom of speech during parliamentary proceedings

perhaps, the fundamental privilege that member®yemis
MLAs. The exercise of this right is subject onlyttee rules,
practices and precedents of the House itself. Mesnbaust
appreciate that context is important in determimvigat lan-
guage is or is not unparliamentary; it is not therdg so much
as how they are used that determines if they gpeoppate or
not.

If I may quote from the second edition ldbuse of Com-
mons Procedure and Practicat page 619:
unparliamentary language, the Speaker takes imtouat the
tone, manner and intention of the Member speakhmyperson
to whom the words were directed; the degree of gration;
and, most importantly, whether or not the remarieated dis-
order in the Chamber. Thus, language deemed uapatitary
one day may not necessarily be deemed unparlianyeata
another day.”

Another point to consider is that when a membermnshe
to use strong language in the House, he or she beustvare
that if certain words in a certain context may kediby them,
those same words in a similar context may be ugginst
them.

In the context in which the word “vengeful” was dsges-
terday, the Chair does not believe there is a pofnbrder.
However, members should be aware that in the fuifirtne
word is used persistently or in a different contéxta manner
likely to create disorder in the House, the Chaaymule dif-
ferently.

We will now proceed with Question Period.

QUESTION PERIOD

Question re: Whistle-blower legislation

Ms. Hanson:
Period, my colleague, the Member for Riverdale Bpasked
the minister responsible for the Public Service @ossion to
confirm the government's intentions with respectitaple-

work that has been completed.

Of course that work would come into consideratiookt
ing at the timelines and that would form part oé flesponse
coming forward to the Government of Yukon.

Ms. Hanson: | think, for clarification, that the Mem-
ber for Riverdale South indicated that the Offidibposition
has a strong commitment to seeing this legislatiming
brought forward. The Official Opposition is willingp be part
of the select committee but only if the governmdetnon-
strates in good faith that this will result in reéalprovements

In dealing with for our public servants in an expeditious manner. tbo long

the Yukon'’s public servants have existed withoet blenefit of
strong laws to protect them from reprisals if thegort unethi-
cal, corrupt, or dangerous practices.

The NDP participated in the last process. We supber
10 recommendations found in the minority report. fé that
any reconvened select committee must be mandaregpdoot in
spring 2012 so that legislation can be draftedHerfall sitting.
This is a fair time frame given all the work doonalate.

Will the Premier agree that the select committel bé
mandated to report in the spring of 2012 so thgislation will
be ready for the fall of 2012?

Hon. Ms. Taylor: I would have to reflect upoHan-
sard regarding yesterday’s debate, but | am almost eérgr
that the Member for Riverdale South did in fact odinthe
Official Opposition to participate on a select coittee that
would oversee recommendations to the governmemthistle-
blower protection.

When it comes to just that, as | mentioned, theegpeovi-
sions within our existing statutes and regulatioasgd even
within our own collective agreements we have witlr em-
ployees and their respective agents, with resgegtrdtection
already in existence, whether it be that or @ecupational

Mr. Speaker, yesterday during QuestionHealth and Safety Acthe Ombudsman Actand so forth. As

referenced yesterday, we look forward to receivimg nomi-
nees from both the Official Opposition and the dhparty,
when it comes to doing the good work on making meo@n-
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dations to government on what that whistle-blowategction
would look like.

There has been some work conducted; it was incdaaple
as all respective parties did not sign on to theamiiy report.
In fact, it should be a majority report; that's whihis side is
striving for.

Will the minister commit to protecting Yukon’s watids
through a system of wilderness preserves, natuaetspand
ecological reserves?

Hon. Mr. Dixon: Yukon's water resources are very
important to Yukoners and we try to protect thembast we
can with the tools we have. We recognize that Bedause the

We look forward to the Government House Leader workwater resources are so important to Yukoners, wentitted to

ing with the respective House Leaders, coming ugh &imo-
tion that we hope to see and hear within the Latisé this
sitting and getting on with the good work.

Ms. Hanson: | would remind the member opposite
that on the first day of this legislative sittinge were enjoined
to attempt to conduct our business by asking questihat we
were seeking an answer for and to not provide egase-
sponses. | simply asked: would the member oppasite an
undertaking to ensure that this recommendation feoselect
committee should be participated on and be brobghbk for a
spring sitting so that we can see legislation —islagion that
has been promised by this government in 2002, 0626 fi-
nally got the committee going in 2007. We are symgking
for a commitment. | will remind this House and ddiot raise
it earlier: we got — at the end of the legislatsession yester-
day — an unsigned copy of a letter purportedly $ents on
November 29. That's true; | did receive it; it diddicate that
they were looking for that —

Speaker:  Order please.

Ms. Hanson: — I'm looking for an answer from the
government. Will we see this convened?

Hon. Ms. Taylor: Mr. Speaker, as | mentioned yes-
terday, again, we look forward to receiving the nmes from
both the Official Opposition as well as the Thirdr® in terms
of formulating a select committee that would oversecom-
mendations coming forward to the Government of Yulko
terms of whistle-blower protection. We applaud therk that
has been done in previous years by other commitiedsso
forth.

Many respective parties have contributed to thatess.
In terms of the good work forward, what has to pext first
and foremost is a group of individuals comprisedlbfrepre-
sentatives of this Legislature, then coming up whid terms of
reference and timelines. Of course, | am not gam@resent
the outcome of that process that is actually yebtmmence.

We do look forward to receiving a response fromGtife-
cial Opposition and the Third Party. Again, | thahk Member
for Riverdale South and the team on that side efL#gislature
for agreeing to participate in this committee.

Question re:
Ms. White:
Throne, the Yukon government committed to plannargl
managing a system of wilderness preserves, napar&ks and
ecological reserves throughout the Yukon. Wetlaimdguding
ponds, marshes, bogs, swamps, fens and shallow watamns
are ecologically productive and valuable ecosystaietlands
provide multiple benefits to the environment andto health
and well-being. The benefits of wetlands includabitat, water
filtration, water storage, flood protection andlmar storage.

Wetland protection

a Yukon water strategy and we will be implementimat in the
future.

Ms. White: For years the Department of Environment
has sought protection of wetlands in the Yukon. $tendard
refrain is that unless we know how many and whbeewet-
lands are, no adequate protection can be offeredsd in-
volved in the inventory work are then told theren® money
for wetland inventories. Without funding we canr@ve an
inventory. Without an inventory we cannot have pctibn.
This is a catch-22.

Instead of throwing obstacles in the way of pratettwill
the minister commit to adequate and reasonableirfgridr a
proper and complete inventory of Yukon’'s wetlands?

Hon. Mr. Dixon: One of the key NGOs with regard to
wetlands is Ducks Unlimited, and | look forward wmrking
with Ducks Unlimited. | have a meeting with thent ae for
next week. I'll be taking their recommendationsyveeriously,
and look forward to looking with them collaboratiye

Ms. White: | am happy to hear that. The Yukon has a
high percentage of Canada’s undisturbed wetlaratsicplarly
in our boreal forests. To date, only 54 major wetlacom-
plexes have been identified, and only six havegtdtection.

These protections are mainly as a result of thg ktnug-
gle to settle land claim agreements, not governrpelity. In
fact, government policy has been to turn over Yui&kdand
base to resource interests with no protectionrfgrartant eco-
logical areas.

Mr. Speaker, before it is too late, will the miistommit
to developing a wetland conservation strategy anidhpose a
moratorium on development in wetlands until thenpig de-
veloped?

Hon. Mr. Dixon: Mr. Speaker, this is an issue we're
committed to. We've committed to investing in baseldata.
For some examples of some of the good work we'veedo
around wetland protection, we can look to therth Yukon
Regional Land Use PlarThose are some of the biggest wet-
land protection areas in the country. We've donmes@xcel-
lent work thus far and we’ll continue with that gbawork.

Question re:
Mr. Elias:

Kyoto Protocol
| have some questions also for the Envi-

Mr. Speaker, in the Speech from theronment minister. A week ago, news leaked out effdderal

government regarding our country’s plan to abartierkKyoto
Protocol that binds us to reduce our greenhousegeéssions.
This week, the federal Environment minister, Pé&tent, con-
firmed the news and said that Canada will not b&imgaany
new climate change commitments under the Kyotoeageat.
As we speak, negotiations are taking place at thefet-
ence of the Parties in Durban, South Africa or “Q@R as it’s
called. Mr. Speaker, Canada’s good-faith particgrats a re-
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quirement in these negotiations, especially for pamt of the
world.

Yukoners would like to know if our Environment nster
agrees with Canada’s decision to pull out of thetdyagree-
ment.

Hon. Mr. Dixon: We're focused on our own actions
here with Yukon. We have a good, collaborative vrggkela-
tionship with the federal government, but we’redsed on our
own actions here in Yukon. We've got a good climettange
action plan, which we have committed to implememtiih sets
the priorities for action to promote a healthy amasilient
Yukon in a changing climate.

Mr. Elias:
tions. Canada’s decision to pull out of Kyoto hasned us
criticism around the world and is rightly viewedaadereliction
of our duty. This very morning, six young Canadiamere
ejected by security from the United Nations climatenge
summit after a peaceful protest in the middle o¥iEemment
minister Peter Kent's speech. The youth were api@duas
they were escorted out; even more so at the cdoalud our
federal Environment minister’s address.

We have had record snowfalls in our territory arethis
winter and yesterday the temperature in Hainestihmevas
14 degrees. Climate change is real. The ministeiskat a con-
tingent of Yukon government representatives to RaortSouth
Africa. What mandate have they been given on bebfaur
citizens of this territory and what is their leal participation
in the world negotiations?

Hon. Mr. Dixon: As | said before, we've got a good
working relationship with the federal governmengpecially
on this file. This is an issue that's very impottém Yukoners.
We are seeing the effects of climate change evayy dspe-
cially here in the north and in Yukon.

We've sent a delegation to Durban, South Africapso-
ticipate as the Canadian delegation. Their rote sdvocate on
behalf of Yukoners and ensure that Yukoners’ voaresheard
in any international agreement.

Mr. Elias:
about the crucial participation of subregional gowveents
around the world in terms of avoiding the two-degr€elsius
threshold. | would encourage the minister to do tever he
can to send a united message from Yukoners to ederél
government.

The unique character of Dawson City's infrastruetis at
risk; the safety of travellers on the Alaska Higlnisan issue;
and, the health of our fish and wildlife populasoaround the
territory as well. In February 2009, the Yukon gaoweent be-
came the last jurisdiction in Canada to introducelimate
change action strategy. Since that time, we've cheary little
about it. The report contained a number of actiems, but the
government has never released an update to telbnark if
we’re meeting any of the goals or objectives indtrategy.

When does the minister plan to release a repadt-ear

Speaker:  Order please.

Hon. Mr. Dixon: I am very happy to stand and com-
mit to implementing theClimate Change Action Plarit’'s an
excellent piece of work that was developed collabeely with

Here we go again. No answers to the ques

It has been mentioned before in this Housemcforts

Yukoners. The action plan includes 33 actions shaport four
goals: enhancing knowledge and understanding ohaté
change; improving Yukon’s ability to adapt to climahange;
reducing greenhouse gas emissions; and leadingryaktion
in response to climate change. | can happily repartthe
member opposite that, of the 33 projects identifredhe Cli-
mate Change Action Plaas priority actions, 16 have been
completed, two more will be finished this year ditdare on-

going.

Question re:  Yukon oil and gas

Mr. Tredger: This government and several compa-

nies are exploring a hydraulic fracturing methochafural gas
extraction in the Yukon. This process is known fiacking”.
In this process, large amounts of toxic and cag@mic chemi-
cals mixed with water are blasted into the undengdorocks.
These toxins and chemicals leak into local grounidwaand
rivers. There are substantial natural gas depasithe north
Yukon as well as in the heavily populated Whitebdvasin.

Will the minister tell this House whether his gawverent
supports fracking in the Yukon?

Hon. Mr. Cathers: The Yukon Oil and Gas Resources
branch, Yukon Environmental and Socio-economic Assent
Board and Yukon Water Board function under compnshe
existing legislation to appropriately assess, kseand regulate
projects.

Energy, Mines and Resources has been, and is tyrren
actively reviewing these practices with other Caamadand
American jurisdictions and, of course, we want hswee that
any and all development of Yukon's natural gas weses is
done in a safe, appropriate, environmentally resib® man-
ner. Officials are reviewing this matter as we $pea

Mr. Tredger: Mr. Speaker, the demonstrated negative
health and environmental consequences of frackiegeaor-
mous. In other jurisdictions, drinking water, watables and
whole watersheds have been contaminated with t@dscar-
cinogens. There have been, as yet, no public dismsor any
to honestly and accurately describe thisn-no
conventional form of extraction to Yukoners. Thekgn pub-
lic has never been informed of the possibility @tking in the
Yukon and has never been consulted.

Will this government commit to a full public contation
with all Yukoners and with all Yukon First Natiobgfore any
regulatory approvals?

Hon. Mr. Cathers: Mr. Speaker, again, as | indicated
to the member opposite, this area is something bichwthe
Yukon officials within the Department of Energy, Mis and
Resources have been active, and are currentlyeagtiiwork-
ing with other Canadian and American jurisdictioagsiewing
matters pertaining to all practices with oil and.ga

Additional regulation, particularly for the developnt of
natural gas, is something that needs to be prodewit so
that the Yukon can manage both those resourcesiraridct,
even the storage and transport of natural gas btimar juris-
dictions. These matters are under review. Whatneeammit-
ted to is to engage in an approach that is basdmbstnpractices
and on evidence-based decision-making. We wantngure
that the regulatory structure reflects the healtd aafety of
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Yukoners first and foremost and also net interestould en-
courage the member to review, in fact, our energgteqyy,
which places public consultation around developnanhew
initiatives as a high priority. We will certainlyommit to en-
gaging appropriately with the public on this issue.

Mr. Tredger:
wildlife and water resources are raging in Canadd the
United States over fracking. Companies aided bii-saspped
governments are rushing headlong into approving tton-
conventional form of natural gas extraction. Thev&oment
of Quebec has declared a moratorium on fracking rerated
debates are raging in other North American jurisolis. Mr.
Speaker, will the government impose an immediateatodum

on fracking in the Yukon until such a time as thiscess has

been shown to be safe and First Nations and albWeis have
been consulted properly?
Hon. Mr. Cathers:

to the member opposite is that the Yukon has beengb this
process. We were represented at the Canadian Uectoral

Resources Conference in November 2011, which @Semtific

conference endorsed by the Society of Petroleumngegs
International. We certainly recognize the publio@erns and,
as I've indicated to the member, our focus — theuoof offi-

cials within the Department of Energy, Mines ands®eces
— is to review the evidence around these areasjottx with

other jurisdictions that have experience with thestters, and
we want to ensure that, as we develop regulatioraslow for

the sale and transport of natural gas within thé&ovuand to
facilitate that, all decisions are evidence-basadl that we in-
volve the public at any key points that should regjpublic

input.

Question re:

Mr. Barr:
drinking water standards and potable water infuastire pro-
vided to the government about their plans to pefraitking in
regard to natural gas in the Yukon?

Hon. Mr. Cathers:
vided to the member’s colleague. This is an areabkon
government is reviewing.

Our approach is, again, based on evaluating evaeac
lated to the best practices within other jurisdic and also
doing a full analysis of the risk. | can tell thember that if the
Yukon proceeds with additional regulations relatedil and
gas and facilitating the use of natural gas, iniclgdacilitating
the transport of natural gas, which we do requilditeonal
regulations to allow — those matters — our foculi e on
trying to ensure that all decisions are evidencebathat they
put public safety and public health and our enviment as a
paramount concern in the development of those atignk and
that we have in place the appropriate regulatoryctire to
safely and responsibly manage development of Ykoit'and
gas resources.

Mr. Barr:
nasty chemicals to pressurize underground pocKetsatoiral
gas and push them to the surface. Fracking prosessee into
contact with more than just the pocket of gas dmdughout
North America there are horror stories about fragkand the

Water quality

Debates over the safety of property,

What I'd like to again emphasize

The answer is the same as | pro-

The fracking process uses a cornucopia o]‘

toxic impacts on aquifers, the source of much aof dninking
water. | want to give the ministers who are guarsiaf our
drinking water the opportunity to make a clear estant that
will oppose any controversial developments thaedten our
drinking water. The Yukon public is listening.

Will the minister oppose any controversial develepits
like fracking that threaten our drinking water?

Hon. Mr. Cathers: I know the member’'s questions
were written before | provided the response, buwtirggl am
providing the answer | have already provided to rtiember.
So | would again point out some areas and encoutiage
member to read the Yukon governmeriEisergy Strategy for
Yukon review the priority actions for oil and gas thetlude
developing a competitive and comprehensive oil gasl regu-
latory regime that will emphasize performance-baseahpli-
ance; establish new pipeline regulations undeiGtend Gas
Act, update best practices for environmentally residail
and gas exploration and development; and develsp frac-
tices for minimizing greenhouse gas emissions @ dh and
gas sector.

So again, as | indicated, this is an active filethe devel-
opment of additional regulations to responsibly afféctively
manage our oil and gas resources — their developrttesir
use, their transport, and first and foremost ircalisiderations
is public health, public safety, protection of amvironment
and ensuring that as we do develop Yukon’'s oil gad re-
sources, it's done in a responsible manner andniaaner that
is to the net benefit of all Yukoners.

Mr. Barr:  The tale of Jessica Ernst of Rosebud, Alberta
needs to be told to get the seriousness of goimghdbe frack-
ing path. After her well water was contaminated rBarby
fracking, Ms. Ernst went public and showed the ddrbw she
could light her tap water on fire. Ms. Ernst reegivhorrible

What input has the minister responsible forburns and rashes from taking a shower. Tests redeaiigh

levels of ethane, methane and benzene in her wattégast 15
other water wells in the community were contamidate

How will this government guarantee that Jessicas&sn
situation won't be repeated in the Yukon?

Hon. Mr. Cathers: Again, the answer to this is the
same as I've already given five times this aftemam the
floor of this Legislature. We're focused on deveiapa regula-
tory regime that allows for the responsible develept of
Yukon’s oil and gas resources, allows their transpod use
and, in all areas, including public safety around $torage of
gas resources, and their development, we are fdauseloing
so in a responsible manner by ensuring that uléiydhe regu-
lations we have in place to facilitate this devehgmt will be in
the best interests of Yukoners. We place healthsafety as a
paramount priority and place environmental consitiens as
another paramount consideration in doing that agraknt.

Again, as outlined in the energy strategy, we amifed
on developing best practices for environmentallypomsible
oil and gas exploration and development and officia as |
ndicated — are working with other jurisdictionseasure that
our regulations reflect the experiences in othasglictions and
do so by both permitting gas development, but alssuring
that that is done in a responsible manner.
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Questionre:  Yukon College endowment lands

Ms. Moorcroft: Yukon College has become a vital
educational component for our territory, with a @idariety of
post-secondary education, trades, and other tguipimgrams
offered in Whitehorse and all the communities. Ag#ut
Campus also houses a childcare centre, climategehand
research facilities, and student and senior houdngon Col-
lege has reached its capacity on the 30-hectaselpafrland it
moved to in 1989. However, it has no ability to axg into
surrounding lands that are owned by the Yukon gowent.
Endowment lands for the college have long beenudised; it
is now time to act.

What steps have been taken by the Yukon governtoent
transfer endowment lands to Yukon College?

Hon. Mr. Kent: In our platform, we committed to
providing land to Yukon College, as far as to acowdate a
new student residence and the possible accommadeafi@a
new school of mining.

I've had initial meetings. | have met with the nevesi-
dent of Yukon College and one of the vice-chainmedo my
office here. Last week — | believe it was last weelpossibly
the week before — | had the opportunity to go upytdkon
College and meet with the president and her semamage-
ment team. Of course, this is one of the discusdibat we had
and we’re working on that as we speak. So, you krnbase
discussions are ongoing and I've had initial dialegvith staff
and members of the board of governors.

Ms. Moorcroft: Well, I'm pleased to hear that the
minister is in discussions with the college. Yukdollege can't
plan into the future when they don't have a largeugih parcel
of land. With its many current facilities, the agk’s land is
fully occupied. The proposed college endowment dagacom-
pass parts of Mcintyre Creek, which is valuablegiducational
and recreational purposes. The area around Mcli@yeek is
now being used for experiential science prograntsfanrec-
reational trails for students and nearby residemte creek
habitat is also an excellent site for scientifisg@rch and these
values should be protected.

Yukon College requires endowment lands now forrténe
mine training facility, other educational progranaspossible
university, and additional student housing. Asltreholder of
the property adjacent to Yukon College, does theegonent
intend to transfer these proposed endowment lamdiset col-
lege?

Hon. Mr. Kent: As mentioned in my previous an-
swer, we are committed to providing land to Yukarll€ye for
a new student residence and, if required, landhferestablish-
ment of a physical building for the new school ohimg at
Yukon College. Again, | would like to mention to mbers
opposite — through you, Mr. Speaker, of course at tthave
had initial discussions. The college is burstingh&t seams as
far as land goes. | have had those initial discussinot only
with the president and vice-chair of the Yukon €g# Board
of Governors, but also it was a discussion thaitiated when |
met with the president and her senior staff witthia past cou-
ple of weeks.

Ms. Moorcroft: We have heard from the chancellor
and the president of Yukon College that they recagrhe
need for endowment lands. There is a question of laoge a
parcel those endowment lands will be.

We also need to emphasize that it is the Yukon igove
ment that owns the land and is also responsibldaiod use
planning. It's long past time to do the planninghathe partici-
pation of Yukon College, the City of Whitehorse, &nlin Dun
and Ta’an Kwach’an First Nations in order to tramnsd parcel
of land to the college for future development. He minister
prepared to act now, not only on transferring #adk, but on
working on the required land use planning with otparties,
including the college?

Hon. Mr. Kent: As | mentioned, a platform of the
Yukon Party government during the recent electiamgaign
was to transfer the necessary land for the studsidence and
potentially a school of mining. | have had discassiwith rep-
resentatives of the college and there are othezidenf gov-
ernment that have responsibilities when it cometh¢oland in
question. We have had initial discussions with twdlege
president, senior staff and one member of the boagbver-
nors. | have been invited to attend a board of gums meet-
ing this weekend as an introduction to the balafdbe board,
including the chair and others, and I'm sure tlasue will
come up there as well.

| certainly welcome their interests and we alsoehiavtake
into account other interests in this area. Agaia, ave com-
mitted in the platform to transferring the land the student
residence and the school of mining. Dialogue andkwtas
begun on the balance of the endowment lands, buh6t pre-
pared to make a commitment at this time until lehthe oppor-
tunity to meet with others and some of my colleague

Speaker:
elapsed.

INTRODUCTION OF VISITORS

Hon. Mr. Nixon: I would like to introduce a visitor if
I may. During the election campaign, there are gbva few
key people who stand out. They stand out becawsedévote
a lot of their time to causes that they believe Sometimes
these people even stand out across party linesSpkaker, |
would ask that my colleagues on both sides of kber fin the
Assembly please offer a warm welcome to a friend arvol-
unteer extraordinaire, Krista Meekins.

Applause

The time for Question Period has now

Speaker:
Day.

ORDERS OF THE DAY

We will now proceed with Orders of the

ADDRESS IN REPLY TO THE SPEECH FROM
THE THRONE — adjourned debate

Clerk: Motion for an Address in Reply to the Speech
from the Throne moved by Ms. McLeod; adjourned tiebislr.
Silver.
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Mr. Silver:
yesterday that | would probably have a little bittone to
speak for my reply to the throne speech with theearas still
on, | decided to edit my speech a bit.

| was looking for a great shout-out opportunity arfidund
myself watching my now new favourite TV channelpeou-
nity channel 9 documentary on the Hockey Day in &cian
celebrations. | needed to look no further thanstbld-out Daw-
son Nuggets game against the Ottawa Senators Alteam.
Ringer Brad May handed off a picture-perfect pas¥&eévin
Anderson, who fired a bullet stick-side and becaine first
and only Dawson Nugget to score on the Ottawa teaffirst
goal in 105 years. Way to go, Kevin.

Almost as exciting was the gritty effort of Troy Zuki
battling to recover the puck behind the opposisamet, setting
out a brilliant centering pass to the front of tiet for Bruce
Taylor, but no goal — but just as exciting. Thatly commu-
nity and that's my shout-out.

| just want to summarize from yesterday. | spokeutb
how proud | was to be representing the Klondiké¢him Legis-
lative Assembly. | thanked my riding associationd athe
Tr'ondék Hwéch'in.

I mentioned Dawson’s significant presence herehe t

House with the banners that drape around us degittie gold
in the Klondike. That gold is our past, but it Isaour future. |
also mentioned that | was extremely happy with gogern-
ment’s slogan, which isoving Forward Togetherand this is
a promise | would hope that | can help the govemtnte
achieve. Then | switched to some Dawson issued.i$ehere
I will pick up.

In terms of economy, | will argue that Dawson neads
economic development office. 1 have seen first-hdmechl
businesses struggle to stay afloat as they attémptrovide
services in the mining industry — services thatadf provided
locally will have to be imported. Imagine the médikg poten-
tial of a local economic development office in DanwCity. As
our Member for Copperbelt North may agree, assiocistlike
the Klondike Visitors Association and their excetlenarketing
staff will have a dedicated ally in the promotiohtaurism, a
mandate that currently they cannot fill alone. Theye been
forced to scale back operations in the past fiveryend are
now basically just running the casino. The KlondNsitors
Association — all they are doing is running a casifihere is
in fact no organization currently promoting the iPaof the
north.

Dawson City has fallen from the graces of the wnri
marketing machine. The international jewel
appreciated for its value. It is a shame, becausehawe so
much to offer. The Hon. Member for Whitehorse Centras
quoted during the recent election, “There is moréhe Yukon
than just the Klondike” in terms of tourism. Thisaynbe true
but there is more to the Klondike than just goldiag.

No doubt you have been to our golf course. The diape
World Golf Course is one of the most unique tousistactions
in the Yukon. This under-developed asset is alwaysinex-
pected highlight for many of the tourists who stlenbpon it.
To golf in the land of the midnight sun at midnighever

When | was informed by my colleagues ceases to amaze. The course is in the best shapé tlave

seen it in 13 years. The greens, for the last jiears or so,
have been top notch. The outstanding loan fromGbgern-
ment of Yukon is, of course, an issue, and thihésissue that
may actually ultimately shut the course down. Whatagedy
this would be.

We have a golfing association made up of dedicated
knowledgeable members. There is a certified galfipstructor
on this executive. He even builds custom-made @uolfs.

There is a solution. There is an economic opparuai
stake here. The association has plans to work thithKVA
and other organizations and businesses in towm#dlyf pro-
mote this unique piece of Dawson City real estate.

The potential for executive retreats and AGMs &l.rin-
vestment through sponsorships and advertising fremmining
industry in particular is unlimited and mutually rigdicial.
These are the best lands in Dawson. It is just tifahwver
there. Yet, it is getting more likely by the dawthhis will in-
stead end up in the courts. | am told that we riksly won’t
be able to open the golf course next year becaludedoom-
ing judicial matters. | would assume that this vebbé the start
of a slow death for another piece of our city — tawn. More
importantly, a great and underutilized piece ofrasfructure
for the future of the Yukon’s tourism industry wilé lost.

I'll switch to education for a minute. With over yBars of
teaching experience in the Yukon, you better beli¢hat |
have a thought or two that | would like to shargehwiou on
education. | have taught high school math in Dawfwnl3
years. The kids who were in kindergarten when labeggach-
ing back in 1989 just graduated last year. | wagsrtiguest
speaker and, come to think of it, | can’t rememdbgear that |
didn’t deliver a speech or a toast to the gradgastudents.
This is important to me, because the studentsh&r®mnes who
get the chance to choose who makes these spedfcthesstu-
dents want me to represent them year after yeagrad, |
would bank on it that my opinions on success anttatibn are
legitimate.

In the last 10 years, we have gone through the garhu
educational assessments from the department. Teeydiar
planning PD initiatives were scrapped about yeas. thhey
then went to a school audit, where superintendants other
educational professionals toured our school. | eqeibjoyed
that opportunity, because this was the first yaawfich | was
finally seeing real results from my teaching methddy grade
9 class Yukon achievement test results were extedled con-
tinue to be ever since. | was enlightened againl amas ready

is under and excited to share my successes and to makestioggeinto

policy matters.

The superintendent present at the audit, a brilkaiucator
and a true mentor, Rosemary Burns, told me aftetwafou
guys blew us away.” We never heard back from thgade
ment. We were told they were going to go in a défe direc-
tion. | was crushed — so much so that | refusecetdly par-
ticipate in that next exercise that replaced thditali actually
even forgot what it was called.

Then we had the school review, very similar to dloelit,
so similar that it had me enraged. But | swalloweyg anger
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and | participated once again. The results, in pipion, did
not consider our recommendations.

My point in bringing this all up is that | encoueghe
government to respect and listen to its greatestta#ts stu-
dents.

| did so as a teacher and it worked for me. If gbte an
inch of respect, you will get back a mile. We ne¢ede less
top-down and directive and more approachable aodative in
education. | absolutely am looking forward to woikiwith the
Hon. Member for Riverdale North. There are excitthgngs
happening in Dawson education. We are programniades
and skills education with partners in education, VBQO
Trondék Hwéch’in, the new Yukon College, and Rdb®er-
vice School. Dawson is ready, willing and able &rdme a
rural hub for technologies and trades educatiohpistons are
firing and there is no missing link. All we needasminister
who is willing, and | am very encouraged.

On housing — of course the issue bleeds into aseres,
primarily the concern that without proper and affavle hous-
ing for both returning and new summer workers, Dawwill
lack the infrastructure to support a very busy qebrior the
town. Along the same lines, there is a concern Beatson
does not attract young people and families as nasch once
did. Attracting staff and being able to keep uphvitie demand
for supplying goods and services to a rapidly iasieg market
has business owners concerned.

| suggest, furthermore, working with the city arghcen-
trating on infilling first and developing rural kfor those who
prefer to live inside town and also developing vl lots, for
those people who are willing to live outside of tow

south, in theory. But, a hospital is more than jaduilding.

The building is one thing. Staffing adequately he tommu-
nity’s needs and housing and patient continuity sustainabil-
ity are a whole bunch of other things. It was quitwious at
the Yukon Hospital Corporation’s AGM in Dawson lasbnth

that the local medical community had many unanssverees-

tions, and felt that they had very little inputdrthe program-
ming of the new hospital. These guys are a wedltksources.
They are all speaking from the same page, and adgnow

what we need for Dawson. They are willing to wookgther
and they are willing to hash things out locallgfjrand they are
dying for the chance to communicate with this gaweent. |

hope that | can help facilitate that process.

It was at this meeting that most people became ewér
two vacant positions on the Yukon Hospital Fourafgt
Board of Trustees — a public-at-large position anthunici-
pality-other-than-Whitehorse seat. | will do whatdn to sup-
port naming the municipality of the City of Dawstanthe seat,
and a member of our medical community to standhagptiblic
member at large. We need representation on thisdbddis
will go a long way to restore a positive relatioipsbetween
our local medical community and the Yukon governtnen

Daycare — the situation at the little blue daydar®aw-
son is dire. Dawson daycare was resurrected bytsadele to a
need for a service and it is running on a day-tp4oksis. The
main issues are staffing and funding uncertaintbeyrare be-
ing weighed down by paperwork and cannot competb thie
pay of other daycares in the community — not edesec

We need to re-examine the daycare licensing reagints
and pay grid. The director from Dawson daycareerseiving

The Klondike development organization has done goodational awards recognizing her contributions imicadion in

work in this regard, and should be commended fdmitust tip
my hat to the government for continuing their furglithis
year. They suggest matching housing stock to densamt
demographic trends. People have come to the ciiytarthe
Government of Yukon with great ideas for buildirigrey the
Klondike and have been refused. No recommendationsall-
backs — just flatly refused. Should the governmeat be
working with residents who are expressing an irsteire stay-
ing and investing in the community? The Yukon HagsCor-
poration refuses to consider funding log homes@éKlondike
as part of their green building program — why? WWedhin-
centives for new construction and incentives fanorating
existing rental properties. Across the territorye whould be
ensuring that an adequate supply of residentialitavailable
to meet the demand. This cannot be done withouingethe
government out of the business of determining #ierharket
value of housing. This can be done by selling ktsost to
facilitate affordable housing for Yukoners; for exale, the
lots at Whistle Bend should be sold at cost. Wél slee if the
government does that when it comes time next fall.

| would like to turn to health care for a seconde \Ate
thrilled, as a community, to see a new hospit@awson City.

The hospital means a stimulus to the economy dmeha-
fit to the professional community in human resoaread in-
frastructure spending, not to mention better came &ess
money spent on medevacs and long-term care fasildiown

Canada, yet she is days away from shutting downcémre
because her territorial government does not belighe is
worth the extra money. Her salary doesn’t even cbuoma the
Education department, yet she is receiving nati@merds in
education. If daycare was under the Education tninighis
would be a no-brainer. One dollar spent on edueatiopre-
school equals $8 on education in high school.

The daycare needs long-term funding. They shoutdoao
left to hope that a community development fund iagibn
will be approved. This type of uncertainty will nmetne end of
this facility. The ball is in the minister’s court.

Mental health services in general — they receivepfe
with diagnosed illnesses. In Whitehorse, they asmall staff
that is divided into two categories. You have tHeTAT team
who sees general depression, et cetera, and tkeeoutheach
team that runs different programs for anxiety, dspion, et
cetera.

I am told the office in Whitehorse is a great plézavork.
It is a small staff and the waiting lists are larigat the workers
are very dedicated. However, they are not withbeirtown
unique problems. Rural mental health services reedot of
work.

We are putting forth strategy suggestions on howirte
prove services in our election platform, and | viié raising
these with the Minister of Health and Social SessicThey
include an inventory and analysis of existing ssggj prompt
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access to appropriate services, improved collalboratmong
service providers and comprehensive and appropiiaieing
for those people working within mental health seegi.

In land use planning, chapter 11 of the Yukon Fitst
tions’ final agreement called for the establishnafrdé land use
planning process for the Yukon. To date, only oten has
been completed: thdorth Yukon Regional Land Use Plarhe
Dawson regional land use planning process is inedsy
stages. The land use plan will be undertaken by doawRe-
gional Planning Commission, prepared on behalf loé¢ t
Tr'ondék Hwéch'in, the Vuntut Gwitchin and the Yukgov-
ernment, and will consider issues such as minirdyraimeral
exploration, renewable resources use, traditiosakuheritage
and cultural significance, recreation and tourism.

The commission will identify regional issues antemnests
through the public forum in Dawson and in Whiteteoror
greater certainty, planning issues that may beesded in the
plan will include those relating to, but not limdtéo, traditional
use, land surface tenure, renewable resource Usand gas,
mining and mineral exploration, water resourcesjcatjure,
climate change, transportation, communications,tevasan-
agement, tourism, recreation, heritage and cultusanificant
sites.

The commission will prepare and present the resalis
public document. A resource and assessment repdad be
prepared that summarizes the valued resource®iretiion. It
shall examine renewable and non-renewable resowses.
The commission will provide summary maps that repn¢ a
consolidation of the values of the region. In addit the com-
mission will identify areas where regional land aseflicts are
occurring or may occur.

As an outside observer, | have questioned for yedrg
we continue to do these plans one after the othetead of all
at the same time. Is it a capacity issue or a firhrissue? |
don’t know. At the local level, | would hope thetie@ process
would have been managed in Dawson, instead of ofoste
work happening here in Whitehorse.

Finally, | hope the planning commission takes atvg®
of the expertise of former Trondék Hwéch’in chiddarren
Taylor, who is an incredibly community-orientedoasce.

I'd like to switch to the Peel for one second, ihay. Our
agenda is a balanced one that ensures stabilignbguraging
economic growth while preserving special areas. 3taat with
a concept of what you want the Yukon to look like five
years, or in 10 years, or in 100 years, and yol ioeide the
democratic process to facilitate this for all sestof the econ-
omy. We need to stop talking in extremes when ihe® to
land use planning. It's either environment or mini- that's
what the political issues were, and it can't be giaple.

Most junior companies with interest in our minenaisuld
prefer dealing with governments that have landplaes. Land
use planning will bring the Yukon out of a third-skd mental-
ity in terms of land and mineral value. There isrpy of land
in the Yukon to be staked for the purpose of mihext&raction.
The industry needs to maximize that potential.

We need to ensure that the level of activity allotive
communities to maintain healthy populations aftee boom

turns to bust. We need to plan. We need to estabifsastruc-
ture and provide sector interests, as well as miaimd oil and
gas exploration and extraction. We can have itlalhd use
planning allows for stability in all these sectors.

Not all of the Yukon is there to be mined. Peoiewsd
not have to worry that their home are going to tadedd. Our
fragile watersheds have international importancel &mey
shouldn’t be mined. Land use planning does not nagaend to
mining. It means responsible mining. With the FiNgtion
governments rightly working with industry and othevels of
government, they are ensuring a future for all Yheéas, not
just a select few.

I'd like to turn to recycling for a minute or tw&esidents
are concerned that a vital community service isigpainder-
funded in Dawson. It has resulted in organizatitks the
Conservation Klondike Society shouldering the resuility
for service delivery without adequate funding to sto They
are also having difficulty scrapping funds togetbemprovide
basic services. Volunteer burnout results andishisbig threat
to our community. This is an example of a broadsué of lack
of core or operating funding available in the temy for non-
profit organizations in general.

I do have a few other issues here, including thegl@wy
landfill, mining waste permits, waste managemeidt @so our
aging septic sewage system in Dawson, but | wil/éethese
concepts for another day. We have lots of timelio of these.

In conclusion, | would like to close by once agtianking
the residents of Dawson for placing their trustria and elect-
ing me their representative. | would also like t@artk my
predecessor, Mr. Nordick, for his years of expargeand his
years of service as our MLA.

To the government across the floor, | intend toabwosi-
tive influence in this House as a member of theslative
committees. | will certainly be willing to work tether to re-
solve issues that arise and | would encourage alnbers
across the floor to work with me, particularly ooncerns that
affect Dawson and its residents. | have so manytisaols to the
issues in the Klondike. The members of this Houdlefimd me
very, very easy to approach and that I'm very, veagy to
work with.

I would like to say in closing a very special thaydu to
the Leader of the Third Party, the Hon. Member ¥amtut
Gwitchin. | cannot express how privileged | am ®wvorking
with a political mentor of this caliber. He is itligent, and a
passionate and honest representative. | hopero ésamuch as
I can from him and | am excited to represent thendike.

Hon. Mr. Kent: It's my pleasure to rise in response to
the Speech from the Throne. | had the opporturityld so
about 11 years or so ago, when | was first eledteat this is
indeed an honour for me. I'd like to join other musrs of the
House in congratulating you, Mr. Speaker, and waiog you
to your role as Speaker, and to also thank youtla@ad/lember
for Kluane for being veterans.

With that, I'd like to step outside of the traditial part of
responding to the Speech from the Throne and jiest @ short
tribute to my dad, who unfortunately passed aweagualhree
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years ago but is a significant influence in notyomle but my
entire family being here in the Yukon, and me repreing the
riding of Riverdale North.

| would like to speak a little bit about the riding River-
dale North. It's a riding in Whitehorse, just acgdle bridge. It
contains Whitehorse General Hospital, a numbercbibgls,

My dad was born in a small town in Saskatchewaraon Macaulay Lodge, and the Thomson Centre. The caesti in

family farm in the mid-20s. He spent most of hislatood
there and went off to World War Il. He signed upaasunder-
ager and spent a little bit of time as a tail gunnea Lancas-
ter.— something that | know gives me a great dégrige as
well as the rest of the members of my family.

the riding are what really bring the flavour and/atsity to
Riverdale North. As | mentioned, we have the seniho are
living in Macaulay Lodge and those who require eged care
are at Thomson Centre, but there’s also a numbapaiftment
buildings in my riding of Riverdale North, as wek those of

After the war he moved back to Saskatchewan where ithe Member for Riverdale South.

met my mom, and they were married in 1954. My ddadhe
time, worked for the Saskatchewan Wheat Pool, tangle-
vators, and they transferred and bounced all arcamall-town
Saskatchewan until the early 60s when he took anjtiv In-
dian Affairs. That eventually led our family upttee Yukon in
1973. | remember when we moved here in August —as w
very young — it snowed that day when we moved lrerku-
gust of 1973. | am sure there was some unparliangeéan-
guage spoken, but | don't think our stay was apéitgd at be-
ing longer than a couple of years, or perhaps @veauple of
months, when we arrived in an August snow storm.pafese-
vered and my dad remained in the Yukon until hisement in
the early 1990s. | believe he actually worked it Leader of
the Official Opposition during his time at Indiarfféirs. He
traveled all over the Yukon, meeting with differditst Na-
tions as a housing officer.

Obviously | am very, very proud of him and his lega
His legacy to the Yukon is myself, my four brothersd two
sisters and all of their families, and of course mgther, as
well. We all remain residents of Whitehorse. I'nfantunately
the only one left still in Riverdale North. The tres them are
scattered among different ridings in the Whitehoesea.
Something that I'm very, very proud of is my daddalnis
commitments to the military and the country andleied, his
legacy here in the Yukon.

With that, Mr. Speaker, I'd like to welcome all nemem-
bers to the Legislature; welcome the members treatreturn-
ing and the members such as myself, the member Rorter
Creek North and Copperbelt South, who had a latlsence
and now have returned to these chambers. The g ttat |
noticed during the campaign, Mr. Speaker, was ithatas a
campaign of ideas. There were distinct choicesfputard to
the voters and I'd like to take the opportunitynim only thank
the people who ran against me in Riverdale Nortbluding
the leader of the Yukon Green Party, but also thaeknbers
from all political parties and the independents tha.

It's an extremely difficult choice, | know, and etls have
said it, but when it comes to making that decidiorrun for
public office, it's something that can't be donethaiut the
support of a vast number of people. Of coursepfatiur fami-
lies support us. I'd like to thank my family, thelunteers and
friends who participated on my campaign. A big #hgou to
my wife, Amanda Leslie, who was integral in helpimg win
the riding of Riverdale North. Actually, she andiie on the
street | grew up on, just across the street fromcimidhood
home.

| think we have — coupled with the Member for White
horse Centre — most of the apartment buildinghé Yukon
contained in our ridings.

There are a number of new Yukoners who live in Rive
dale North as well as long-time Yukoners. It's ayvdiverse
population of constituents and it certainly gives the oppor-
tunity to learn a lot and bring a number of differgperspec-
tives to the floor of this Legislature.

| would also like to — as the Member for Klondikeasv
giving a shout-out — | better give a shout-outhie tesidents
and staff at Macaulay Lodge. The recent Northwesesttival
of Trees that was held in two venues — many memibetisis
House would have seen the tree that was deconatie ifoyer
upstairs by the residents and staff at Macaulaygkeashd it did
win the people’s choice award for best tree heoea ig con-
gratulation has to go out to all of those residensr there. |
know they're very proud of their tree each year dtsdsome-
thing that brings a smile, | know, to my face dsraner organ-
izer of that event.

Since party politics in 1978, Riverdale North hasl Hiour
distinguished representatives they have sent fahtarthese
chambers, starting of course with the Minister afatth and
Social Services’ former colleague, the HonourabheisCPear-
son, former Premier of the Yukon. He served asagiessive
Conservative, followed by our Commissioner, the éimable
Doug Phillips, who spent 15 years as the MLA foveRilale
North in these chambers — a very well-respectedr@almin-
ister and, again, now Commissioner of the Yukonriiaay.
Mr. Dale Eftoda, a former colleague of mine, wasilaeral
Cabinet minister and a well-respected Cabinet r@nisthe
Minister of Environment, Education, and, | believgurism
and Culture during his tenure in the House and;oofrse, fol-
lowed by the last nine years by your predecessor,Sdeaker
— the Honourable Ted Staffen, a Yukon Party menfber
those nine years and a very well-respected Spedkbe Leg-
islative Assembly.

Again, I'd just like to touch a little bit on my psonal
story. As | mentioned earlier, my family and | mdvieere in
1973 and settled after a short tenure at what hes the Ben-
Elle Motel and is now the Gold Rush Inn. We settiedTagish
Road in Riverdale and lived there, of course, fastrof my
childhood and through high school.

I mentioned yesterday in the House that in 1986)d the
Member for Pelly-Nisutlin graduated from F.H. Co#i From
2000 to 2002, | was a Member of this Legislativesémbly
representing the riding of Riverside, a riding timat longer
exists under our current electoral boundaries,apiece of it
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was in the riding that is now Riverdale North amdther piece
on the south side of the Whitehorse Centre ridihgvas a
very, very proud time for me, and the boundary eeviheld

back then eliminated that riding, so | was movedtaiyyour

riding, Mr. Speaker, Porter Creek Centre, wheranl in 2002,
and the good people of Porter Creek Centre dedltdnaybe
| shouldn’t return to these Chambers for a bitespect that
decision. Obviously, choices were made during tina¢. As a
former Liberal Party Cabinet minister and membertluf

House, again, | certainly was proud of those yéaas | spent
here before.

I remember, in speaking to the media after our atefe
while disappointed, Mr. Speaker, | certainly undeod the
choice that Yukoners made at the time and | regshing the
new Yukon Party government, under former Premienrile
Fentie — and a couple of members of that governnaeat
here. | wished them well because, as a long-timkoWuesi-
dent, of course, we all want to see the Yukon sertc&hat’s
certainly something that was important to me, anddlad we
have prospered, Mr. Speaker. It has been an irtesdine
years of economic prosperity, and we’ve been verjuhate
during that time that the economy has recoverethéopoint
where it has, and it’s an exciting time to live éné@r the Yukon.

During my nine-year absence — it was definitelyeimell
spent. | was fortunate enough to work for a nundfesrgani-
zations that have helped to shape my beliefs, ahihk have
made me a better representative this time arousnd plerhaps |
was before the experience I've gained over the piast years,
which has been fantastic. | was on the YESA Boarédma ex-
ecutive committee member; | worked for the Canadiancer
Society and the Yukon Hospital Foundation. | didne work
with the Yukon Chamber of Mines and the Yukon Gdiding
Alliance and the Klondike Placer Miners Associatisnwork
and life experience that, as | mentioned, has shape deci-
sion-making and, | believe, made me a better reptative for
my constituents as we move forward.

During the campaign — actually, it was on the étect
signs | had in Riverdale — | made a commitmenegpect and
cooperation and, of course, the other statementhetsRiver-

| also look forward to working with the MLA for Rér-
dale South over the next number of years. The welioe that
divides our ridings in Riverdale certainly doesdivide the
issues. | believe that we have a number of oppititsnto
work together and | look forward to it. We've battended a
couple of Riverdale Community Association meetiagready
and have had discussions on the FireSmart prograirother
issues. | know that she’ll be a fantastic represterg for her
constituents, and | look forward to working withrhenoving
forward.

Another thing that | have committed to doing earlythe
new year is visiting the rural ridings of the Yukionmy capac-
ity as Minister of Education and minister respofesitior
Yukon Housing Corporation, Yukon Liquor Corporatiand
Lotteries Yukon. When | was here previously, | diontact
MLAs, regardless of political stripe, when | waawelling to
their communities because | think it's important.

Certainly, they are the representatives of thosanconi-
ties, and when we can park the politics | think sogood
things can be accomplished. | look forward to réaglout to
rural MLAs, such as the Member for Vuntut Gwitchirhave
spoken to the Member for Klondike, and | look fordi#o talk-
ing to the other rural MLAs. When | am in your conmities,
if | do have an opportunity to meet with you andatiss issues
of concern, | will certainly make the time, if warccoordinate.

I would now like to talk about some of the issuleattl
heard on the doorstep and some issues that aretanptm me.
Maybe the best way to frame this is to explain ®mbers of
this Legislature the reasons that | decided to farnpolitics
again. | think one of the most important things overnment
to do is invest in our people and education andtthesd the
environment. But | recognize that we need a stexanomy to
do so, and that is why | chose the Yukon Party beed be-
lieve under the leadership of our Premier and ¢aentthat was
assembled that we offered that opportunity, andodst oppor-
tunity to move forward and to move forward togettes was
our campaign slogan.

One of the issues | heard a lot on the doorstep thas
economy and how happy people were that it was dedngell.

dale rocks” — The MLA for Riverdale South and | can So maybe I'll just touch on a few of the sectorsha&f economy

certainly attest to that. But on that respect aodperation, |
was fortunate during my time at the Canadian CaScsiety
to work with the late Todd Hardy, the former Leaddrthe
New Democratic Party, on tigmoke-free Places AdVe pro-
vided support to the all-party committee that tibace the
Yukon, and it really opened my eyes at that timecasow
important that cooperation is — when people of Hfueise get
together and work toward a common goal, how in@lgdsuc-
cessful projects like that can be.

| will also give credit to the former city coundH to my
left, because | know they took it on the chin witle smoking
bylaw they enacted and perhaps that did make iecthmmough
a little bit smoother.

that | was fortunate enough to be involved withimigimy ab-
sence from this Chamber.

First and foremost, mining: my time at the Yukona@h
ber of Mines, both as an executive director foriefttontract,
and also on the board, really opened my eyes awehef to
the importance of mining in the territory and tbad history of
discoveries we have dating back to the gold rush888. The
territory boasts a number of mineral resource dépasd oc-
currences, and this extraordinary potential hagdumany
prospectors, miners, development companies, asasalérvice
and supply companies to the territory for well 060 years.

We have significant deposits of gold, silver, cappeng-
sten, nickel, lead, zinc, iron ore, and those dipbsive ignited

But there were some testy times on the road witt th the exploration boom that we've seen throughoutténgtory

Smoke-Free Places Acbnsultation. | know the Member for
Vuntut Gwitchin also participated in that.

to the point where a number of projects are in petidn and a
number are on the cusp of development and are mdwio
production.
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Mr. Speaker, the Yukon is fortunate that we have apthe Yukon is instantly transmitted to investors aller the

proximately 4,700 kilometres of all-weather roads, interna-
tional airport in Whitehorse, a number of commuratyports,
access to two ice-free ports, broadband Intermat, @ strong
service and supply sector — all of which are exglynimpor-
tant to the mining industry.

Mr. Speaker, as mining and exploration in our ecoyo
settled First Nation land claims and regulatorytaiety, paired
with the mining industry’s own best management ficas and
respect for not only the environment, but also gheial, cul-
tural and economic values of the Yukon, poise ihdtistry to
build upon its rich and storied past and continue apward
trend to unparalleled opportunity.

| am very pleased that all members of the House lsao-
ken about the importance of small business to toma@my. |
think that one of the small business, and even linginess
sectors, that | would now like to talk briefly attas placer
mining.

Placer mining definitely has a rich and valiantdrig here
in the territory, but it's very much founded on figroperated
businesses, a way of life that continues for maogrators to-
day who are involved in the industry. Placer miniagoften
referred to as the “family farm of the north.” Wory a placer
mine involves everyone from children to grandpasewith
some operations spanning generations and manygdasiok,
of course, to the historic Klondike Gold Rush.

Today, the placer miners have replaced the pickshogel
and the pan of the very first prospectors and haseed into
very, very innovative and sound operations. Thegogerned
by regulations and legislation that ensures thairenmental
stewardship, reclamation and site restoration @ccluknow
that many of the operating placer mines are founithé Mem-
ber for Klondike’s riding as well as the Member fglayo-
Tatchun and some out in the Member for Kluane'sngd|
think we have to be proud of the contributions thaye made,
even when we have seen the downturns in the hacdndas-
try that the placer miners endure. | think it'sllea sign of the
tenacity that they have to find the placer gold Hrer passion
to find better and more innovative ways to do tking

My time as chair of the organization called the ¥nk
Gold Mining Alliance certainly opened my eyes te ihvest-
ment side of the industry. The Yukon Gold Miningi&hce is
a consortium of Yukon junior companies that joincis to
market not only themselves, but the Yukon as aeptadnvest
for investors all over the world. | had the ple@sof chairing
investor sessions in Toronto, New York, Vancouverard |
know the organization has also travelled to Eurepé&ondon,
Frankfurt, Paris, Zurich and other centres. | knihat high
metal prices have been talked about in this Holikey cer-
tainly bring money into the industry, but aftereitters the in-
dustry, that money can go to any number of plathese jun-
ior companies, in partnership with the Yukon gowveent,
spend an awful lot of their time and resourcestbete attract-
ing these investment dollars.

| think we can't lose sight of that and how impoitéhat is
to tell the Yukon story to the world, especiallytims day of
Internet access and the information age where hajppens in

world. Again, we do have to recognize that althotigére is
money in the industry, it can go to a number ofeotplaces.
We have to make sure that we continue to provigelatory
certainty and an investment climate here in the orfulthat
maximizes the amount of dollars that flow into ¥gkon.

Something that | know spanned a humber of govertsnen
and was very, very successful, comes from the atgryl and
land certainty that we enjoy here in the Yukon.nbw that
land claims were started a number of years agorbyiqus
governments and continue through to this governnvettt
implementation, but those land claims that ardesktire very,
very important to investors when they are lookiogpark their
dollars in the Yukon, hopefully.

Of course the YESA Board — and | did have the pleas
of working with the Member for Vuntut Gwitchin ohé YESA
Board a number of years ago. Again, that was botrobthe
land claims agreements which spanned a number rgo
ments.

Devolution perhaps is one of the single biggestoacc
plishments for the Yukon Territory. Not one govesmnhcan
take the credit for it. It was finalized during theevious Yukon
Party mandate, but negotiated over a number ofsyeHrat
control of our land and resources is something ,veeyy im-
portant and allows us to be responsive to the ingubkut also
be responsible to Yukon residents.

I want to speak briefly about the royalties. | knohat
mining royalties were an issue for the New DemacrBarty
during the previous campaign. Of course, as | mestl ear-
lier, their campaign was about distinct choices #@&ndias a
campaign about ideas. The ideas put forward byNine De-
mocrats when it came to the royalty regime weriéla bit of a
concern to me, in the fact that wanting to increhsse royalty
taxes on Yukon hardrock, and especially the plateers, the
small business operators of the mining industrywdis sug-
gested at the time that the Yukon wasn't taxed qyeshat ac-
cordant levels with other Canadian jurisdictions.

We do have extremely high costs of doing business
the territory. The cost of energy, the cost of fube cost of
transportation, the competitiveness of the indugtrige possi-
bly could have been threatened by any adjustmerttsetroyal
regime.

| just want to encourage members of the Housewhatn
we are looking at increasing the mining and theegtment we
continue to maintain a competitive royalty and tegime and
grow the royalties here in the territory toward tieg that was
renegotiated by our Premier with the Prime Minigtarier this
year.

| want to speak briefly now about some of the resjuli-
ties that | have as a Cabinet minister and to ttiaekPremier
for entrusting me with the Department of Educateord the
responsibility for the Yukon Housing CorporationRon Lig-
uor Corporation, and Lotteries Yukon. Maybe whatduld
like to focus on first is the topic of a northerniversity. |
know it was a campaign commitment of our government
cently. I think it certainly provides some excititignes for us
ahead. The Yukon Party platform stated that we diotutate a
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Yukon university by developing Yukon College intmarthern
university by exploring models, identifying whichodel is
best suited for Yukoners and northerners and béginthe
process of achieving that goal.

In the spring of this year, the three territoriahisters of
Education signed an MOU committing to working cbtaa-
tively and cooperatively to explore options for @thern uni-
versity development in the three territories. Galya as the
Minister of Education, | look forward to continuirijose dis-
cussions, working with Yukon College as we move dmva
new model for a northern university based heréaénYukon.

I'd like to speak briefly about something that canpedur-
ing Question Period today — the Yukon College lardand,
of course, just to reiterate my statement. We ltavemitted to
providing the land necessary for a student resielescwell as
a school of mining, and | look forward to workingtlvevery-
one involved, including Yukon College and the aityd other
levels of government in moving the discussion & tiollege
endowment lands forward.

One thing that I'm particularly excited about thappened
recently — and I've had discussions with the Membmr
Klondike on this — is the dual-credit program theds an-
nounced just last week. The Department of Educatiguart-
nering with Yukon College to offer a dual-creditgpiprogram
that allows eligible Yukon high school studentdake one of
three college courses for credit. All three coumsékbe trans-
ferable to universities and colleges in British @obia.

One of the incredible benefits of this is that ill gave
students the cost of tuition for these coursesavéings of ap-
proximately $324 per student, which is of significhenefit to
Yukon families. | know this is a pilot project, bim very
hopeful that it's successful in achieving its goasd perhaps
we can expand it beyond what it’s going to offewrio trades.
That's something that’'s extremely important to nmel d'm
hopeful we can do that in the near future.

The Yukon College right now does offer a numbedef
grees, and | know they're very proud of those, udoig the
Yukon native teacher education program. There igeekfache-
lor degrees and a couple of masters degrees offsréiae col-
lege. It's very exciting times for them and, as weve toward
the university model, hopefully more degrees aferefl at the
college — or the university, once it’s established.

| would also like to speak about the Research @eofr
Excellence. The Minister of Economic Developmend dn
prior to the swearing in of Cabinet, attended tipering of
their new research facility on campus and are edcliy the
work that they are doing up there with regard teesgch and
innovation. The greenhouse on campus is an excikagnple
of what can be done. | know they are planning ferah the
cafeteria some of the food grown in that greenhaugke not-
too-distant future.

that are on the cusp. Those jobs and opportunéres that
training — I'm excited that it is going to be awaile here in
the Yukon moving forward.

| would also like to talk about the trades and wwrk of
Skills Canada Yukon, and Yukon Women in Trades Bech-
nology, and of course congratulate Mr. Peter Mexnzéecon-
stituent of the Member of Klondike, who lives in\ison City
and was recently recognized with an award, andeleived
national acclaim for that.

It's the educators like Mr. Menzies and others ke a
difference here in the territory. I'm extremely @rd about the
trades and skills opportunities. Three of my famitgmbers
are carpenters and | know that that has brougin theredible
success in their careers. Two brothers and a nephaee been
able to take those skills and trades that theyaarrled and
make fantastic careers for themselves.

Mr. Speaker, now I'd like to touch on public school my
remaining time. One of the important projects in riging is
the replacement of the F.H. Collins Secondary Skchiodo
want to reiterate for members in the House tha tgdvern-
ment is firmly committed to replacing that schobldid, for
clarification, meet with the building advisory coritiee and
the school council prior to the media conferenceMonday
morning. | felt it was extremely important that yhbear the
news first.

The chair of the school council wasn't able to radteso |
did call her immediately after our early morningefing and
let her know what was happening and why the deatagcicu-
pancy. So, for the staff and the students and pmeerd every-
one involved, we want to deliver the learning mottheit they
came up with and deliver a school to the peoplecttteat will
last a number of years.

Some of the important public school initiativesglsas lit-
eracy and delivering education through enhancelintdogy
are things that I'd like to focus on, but also fRiest Nation
education initiatives that are underway. | know tatked in
this House about closing the gap between Firstadatiand
non-First Nations, but | think something that wewwld aspire
to as members of this House is to eliminate that gad | think
we can do it. I'm not naive enough to commit taraeline so
short into my tenure as the minister, but | thiti&k something
for which, over the coming months, we’ll be ablecmme up
with a plan that works and a timeline where we elminate
that gap, improve the quality of education and iowpr the
educational opportunities for all of our students.

I know we've spoken at length about housing arvesis of
course an important issue on the doorsteps in &aemorth,
as it was throughout all the ridings in the Yuk@ve've made
a number of platform commitments, but speaking isicatly
to my responsibilities, social housing investmeditghe previ-
ous Yukon Party governments have been significank \ae

The school of mining — | know many members of theneed to continue to move people through that hgusomtin-

House have spoken in support of that, and | amxcepion. |
am thrilled with the opportunities that are presdnand the
leveraging of the private sector involvement inttiehere are
three producers currently active — three mining panies in
production — and we have a number, as | mentioreddré,

uum, as | heard at the CMHC National Housing Dagakfast.
I think our work to provide affordable rentals whbpefully
break the log jam that we see and we’ll have ataahome
ownership. Working with First Nations and of courserking
on the quality and quantity of staff housing is stihing that's
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important to me as a minister as well — the housirag exists
for our public servants in the communities.

| would like to talk quickly about another institn that is
in the riding of Riverdale North and touches theedi of all
Yukoners — the Whitehorse General Hospital. My equee
there is as president of the Yukon Hospital FoundatThe
foundation has been an incredible fundraising doah has seen
incredible success since its inception in 2005.

| believe that after this recent Northwestel Fedtiof
Trees, the number should be closing on $5 milliaised to
support medical equipment purchases over the ibasesrs —
incredible work done by the volunteers, the volenteoard of
directors that runs that organization, as welltas generosity
of Yukoners. It's something I've recognized durimy time in
the non-profit sector and it's something that's inoredible
success story.

Quickly, something that is more of a personal stdmyt
came up during my time going door-to-door, is adwptand
support for families and couples who wish to hawhidd. My
wife and | have gone through it all — in vitro fégation, not
successful; adoption, we're still not successfalé¢hyet. This is
something | heard on the doorstep quite a few tiemed is
something that's important to me. | hope to be d@deocate
moving forward to help couples who want to adopt.

Mr. Speaker, | see you're possibly giving me thel re
no? Okay, good, because | do have a couple of ofiays |
want to touch on.

With regard to the environment, we did hear fromm bhin-
ister of Environment and other members about thgomance
of the climate change strategy, and a comprehensater
strategy has come up on the floor of this Housee Ohthe
things I'd like to talk about — again because itsveadoorstep
issue for me in Riverdale North — is land use plagrand the
importance that it has.

I mean, thePeel Watershed Regional Land Use Pian
something that a number of my constituents idexttifas an
important issue, and I'm pleased that we're moviagvard
with the final consultation on that plan and workitoward a
final land use plan for the Peel watershed — sometthat |
think the incredible success of tNerth Yukon Regional Land

Mr. Tredger: | would like to acknowledge and thank
the elders and members of the Kwanlin Dun Firstidtatind
Ta’an Kwach’an Council, whose traditional lands ave meet-
ing on. It is an honour and a pleasure and somewfhatsur-
prise to address the 83 egislative Assembly. Congratulations
to you, Mr. Speaker. | look forward to working wigbu.

I would like to thank my wife Carole and my famifgr
the support they have given me. | would like tonthany
friends and the people of Mayo-Tatchun for thettthey have
placed in me. | would especially like to thank thembers of
Selkirk First Nation and the residents of Pelly €5iog who
welcomed me and my family into their homes and comibty
when | first arrived in the Yukon some 21 years.ddearned
much from the elders, from my new friends, fromjects and
tasks we shared. My family and | were welcomed dlelra-
tions, potlatches, fish camps and camping trips.

We were accepted as part of the community. My nando
friends and | struggled to retain the Northern Totee lan-
guage, traditions, to preserve their elders’ ssoaied memories
and to incorporate them into the school. | enjoyedking with
the parents and council members to improve the aahucfor
Pelly children, finding ways to help people and ifa&sa strug-
gling with the aftermath of residential schooldital meaning,
inspiration and hope in the chaotic collision aglitional cul-
tures slammed against the 21st century world.

The experience had a profound effect on me andhhesd
experiences taught me much. It was with pleaswasl able to
build a home and retire on the banks of the PeilyeR near
Pelly Crossing and Fort Selkirk. With the encouraget and
support of my friends and neighbours, | decideduto in the
fall election.

We talked about some hockey analogies so | tholight
throw one in. Wayne Gretzky, playing on one of raydurite
teams, the Edmonton Oilers — if people didn't raalihe
played for them — once said, “You miss 100 peragnthe
shots you don't take.”

I'm glad | took this shot. | am honoured and hundbby
the trust placed in me. It was a real eye-openératel door-
to-door to talk to people from all walks of lifep fisten to
them, and to hope and to dream with them. As Iefiag from

Use Planthat was brought in by the previous Yukon govern-home to home, community to community throughout the

ment and then the work that is underway right nawtloe
Dawson land use plan — we’ll see some significamtdfit to
not only a pristine environment, but also the enaging eco-
nomic development.

In closing, I'd like to let everyone know that | asommit-
ted to seeing the success of this legislativengjttind look for-
ward to working with my Cabinet and caucus collezgon
this side of the House and assisting members obfipmsite
side of the House with their issues.

So, again, thank you for giving me this opporturtiyre-
ply to the Speech from the Throne. Again, | do Iéokvard to
the coming five years and making sure that the Yiutkat ex-
ists at the end of five years is an awful lot bettean the
Yukon that exists today. Thank you.

Mayo-Tatchun riding, | realized the stories and ¢kperiences
of the people who lived in Mayo and Pelly Crossargl Car-
macks — the people living on remote farms and distep-
lines; the oultfitters; the placer miners; the senithe entrepre-
neurs of Keno and Stewart, looking for ways to dbnte and
to make a living — the teachers; the mining inspextthe
nurses and the elders and the councils — all faaestto tell.
The rest of the Yukon needs to hear their stofiieg. wis-
dom of the elders, the hopes of the children, theggles of
their governments and the aspirations of their comities
have much to teach us. The people of Mayo-Tatclnenaa
proud, vital, entrepreneurial and independent peophey are
stewards of the land, people who live there bec#usg love
it. They celebrate the opportunity to build a lifehey respect
the past and their heritage. They revel in a sehisemmunity
and dream of a life lived to the fullest. The reéthe Yukon
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has much to learn from their struggles, their vieto and their
support for one another.

Once again, Mayo-Tatchun is on the leading edge of
mining resurgence. Thousands of claims have bestedtin
the area. The airports, the towns and the coudysre
swarming with exploration, mining and industrialtigity.
When campaigning in Mayo, the airport there wastthgest it
had been in many years and as long as the sunhivasgsthis
summer, the planes were flying in and out.

The headwaters of the rivers are staked. Huntingpsaare
occupied by strangers. Traplines become trails, sacted
places are no longer quiet. The Peel River watdrsloag a
spiritual and traditional use centre, is threatergtdl, the peo-
ple of the Mayo-Tatchun area look for the oppoiyim this
new-found activity. The First Nations are signimgreements
with mining companies, inviting responsible develmmt on
their lands. People are working side by side withihdustry to
create a new economy, one that operates with ibyesgrd one
that works for their people. Placer miners are bifggodcut-
ters are busy. Carpenters and mechanics are bisspna of
my constituents said: we welcome mining with iniggr—
mining that respects people here and respectsntfioement,
mining that creates jobs and security for us, amding that
leaves behind a positive and sustainable legacy.

Mayo-Tatchun is the centre of the current miningro
The people here are entering into a new phase af th-
volvement. They need the support of our governneensure
they have the skills, training and capacity to &ffeely manage
this industrial boom. Their success will determiigkon’s
success. How business is done in Mayo-Tatchun seill the
template for the rest of the Yukon. All Yukonersulabbe ad-
vised to watch this area and provide support topibeple of
Mayo-Tatchun, to the industries that are workingMiayo-
Tatchun as well as to the neighbouring areas of dawOld
Crow, Faro and Ross River, as they look to forpetter way.

Our rural areas are the heartland of the miningrhaie
area where mining industry does its business. Ve te listen
to, value and involve our rural residents and tigewvernments
in the solutions that come from the strength of ted. Of
critical and immediate importance is the need famdl use
planning. We can learn from the people of Mayo-fhatc The
residents of Keno have lived with and for mining fover a
century. The Keno mines were the life of the Yukiahes from
Elsa and Keno abound; fortunes were made, spentamdde;
companies have come and companies have gone. €hesar
rich in history and in minerals.

Recently, there has been a resurgence of mininthen
area. Keno residents, independent entrepreneued loy the
history, beauty and ruggedness of the area haatect@ small
and vibrant community. Few in numbers, they havelanteer
fire department, a volunteer community club, a aitir mu-
seum, a community centre and a community campgroLimely
have legendary hospitality — stop by Mike’s for iaza; it's
great — and an internationally recognized museum.

They're struggling to find a balance as mining\attisur-
rounds them and their community. What is happetige in
some ways is a microcosm of the Yukon. Many isheese

been raised as a resurgent mining industry flobes tbwn.
When United Keno Hill abandoned the property, witbunt-
ing environmental impacts due to metal-laden wataning
from mine adits, in 2006, the federal governmeid sgsets of
the former United Keno Hill mines through the SupesCourt
to Alexco.

For $410,000, Alexco now became 100-percent owher o

the Yukon Keno Hill silver district — 23,350 heatar hosting
35 prior producing mines, its own private town déd&and the
infrastructure — with the requirement to stop thavien-

mental degradation and a contract to clean up \paste im-
pacts. With this deal, in 2009, Alexco decideddsume silver
mining in the district. Many residents of Keno Chgve op-
posed the proposal by Alexco to build the crushidrand tail-

ings facility less than one kilometre from theirntes, which
will significantly impact this small, quiet commumi

Despite local objections in regard to the closerddsthe
mill and tailings, this proposal was recommendegriaceed,
subject to specific terms and conditions. The Yulkdepart-
ment of Energy, Mines and Resources issued thézqoméning
licence in November 2009. While some residents efidccon-
tinue to oppose this mill location, many are wogkifor and
with Alexco.

Support for the project includes the nearby comtyuoi
Mayo and the First Nation of Na Cho Nyak Dun. H'struggle
for the community; there aren’t many there and ‘tleefrying
to maintain their way of life and the beauty of thea. The
only road into town is increasingly dangerous, asremand
more traffic uses it. Daily ore trucks, large Bitsa carrying
dangerous goods and heavy equipment, leave theimaaeked
of a serious upgrade. Tourists are now reluctantaweel this
portion of the historic Silver Trail.

Alexco and the local residents are trying to findrkable
solutions. The residents of Keno have yet to begeized as a
local area council. Some form of recognition woallkbw them
to have official status as a community and fad#itarganiza-
tion of a council to represent them.

I would request that the Yukon government conducina
dependent review of all the activity, interactiomsd agree-
ments in the Keno area, with an eye to making recentda-
tions for a resolution to the dilemma and to makempilation
of the lessons learned in order that a templaterbated and
made public for the rest of the Yukon.

We have much to learn from their struggles. Maym ithe
heart of the Yukon. It is situated on the StewateRin Na
Cho Nyéak Dun traditional territory. The village hadong his-
tory of mining and trapping, and has been the eeafrcom-
merce for many years. The Silver Trail Highway kesithe
Klondike Highway at Stewart Crossing and wandeonh@lthe
banks of the Stewart, with sensational sceneryaanavailabil-
ity of many small-scale fishing, hiking, berry-picg and
camping opportunities. Along the way you will catgimpses
of the Stewart River and several pullouts allow $pectacular
views of the glaciated terrain. The Village of Magperates
the Binet House Interpretive Centre. It is a wofulezollection
of photos, information, an extensive geology digpknd you
must check out the 3-D relief map of the areas k istop well
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worth the time. It has been a real pleasure ta@d&now the
people of Mayo. What a friendly and welcoming toviis
known for its hospitality and for its entrepren@ligpirit.

The village council and the Na Cho Nyak Dun Chiefla
Council worked together in a spirit of cooperatamd are justi-
fiably proud of their accomplishments. The towniecd$ and
recreation centre are much used and very functiohhé
government offices of the Na Cho Nyak Dun are aubifzd
tribute to the past and the future.

They are working together with Community Services a
Yukon Energy to monitor water levels on the MayweRito
ensure they are ready should the river again dicénd
threaten to overrun its banks and flow through tthen as it
did last winter.

Both councils also work with Yukon Energy to faizte
the success of Mayo B. | must compliment Yukon Bwpefor
the consultations and studies they have done anrdiest to
increase the drawdown of Mayo Lake. A decision yedo be
made on this controversial plan but, as | said,ofuknergy is
to be commended for the efforts they are makingvolve the
local residents and First Nations in the decisiakimg proc-
ess.

The airport in Mayo has become one of the busieshé
Yukon and residents look forward to regularly saiied
flights from Whitehorse.

The Village of Mayo and the Council of the Na Chypal
Dun have indicated they would be pleased to wotk Wiukon
government to develop a northern mining trainingtr here
in the heart of the Yukon, the centre of 100 yezHrsnining.
The opportunities presented by such a centre wbeldhany.
Why not take them up on it?

| was pleased to hear the throne speech make metete
an elder/senior complex in Mayo. The seniors of Mayere
indeed happy and relieved to hear their much-neéaeitity
would go ahead. Much preliminary work has alreaegrbdone
and | urge continued involvement of local couneitsl citizens
to build a convenient, well-located and functiomamplex.
The Na Cho Nyak Dun has encouraged responsiblengiini
their area. They have spearheaded recent lettarsdsrstand-
ing and memorandums of agreement with mining comegan
and with the Chamber of Mines. They're working €lgswith
the newly operational Victoria Gold as well as witiher min-
ing companies or exploration companies moving taimgj
stage in the area.

While they have welcomed responsible mining comgeani
to their area, they are also adamant that the Wat#rshed,
long a cultural and spiritual haven for their pegpbe pro-
tected. Stewart Crossing is located at the crodsread situ-
ated in a beautiful and strategic location. Thehhigy mainte-
nance camp is situated here and hats off to thvesoného work
so hard to maintain the area’s roads. | certaimgreciated
them on my last trip, which was right after a snimus much
like the one we had here. The highway crews ardiwgrhard
and are doing the best they can.

There has been a noticeable increase in traffity inovol-
ume and weight. It is important that the road bgraged to
accommodate this increase. There is a need foerbstnage,

lighting and traffic control, especially at the mijjunctions
like Stewart Crossing. Highway maintenance is arfisi and
funding has not kept up with increasing demand. Twoal
highway crew is often in an awkward position of having the
resources to do all that is required of them.

The NDP Official Opposition will work with the gowe-
ment to ensure there is adequate funding to kdepualroads
and highways safe and in good repair.

Pelly Crossing is the home of the Selkirk First ibat
Sometime on your way through, check out the cultdisplays
and artifacts that are housed in a replica of Bigalhan House
— or visitors can take the journey from Minto byab@r from
Pelly River Ranch to visit Fort Selkirk and see trginal
Jonathan House. Fort Selkirk is an important histand cul-
tural site for the Northern Tutchone. Selkirk FiMsation and
Tourism and Culture historic sites brands recendiebrated
30 years of co-management of Fort Selkirk. This besn an
incredibly successful initiative and instilled inany of the
workers a sense of ownership and jobs. My homelig glose
to there, and | often get over to visit them. lirideed a won-
derful spot, and | would encourage everybody tp &ty there.
If you like, as you go by the river, come by focatfee. I'll be
there — maybe.

Selkirk First Nation is also on the forefront okthurrent
mining boom. They have worked with responsible ngni
companies to build a better community. Notablyythgined a
royalty agreement with Capstone Resources’ Mintaemio-
cated on their category A land. The increased iagtiwhile
bringing many benefits, has stretched their capdoitmeet all
of their needs.

Stewardship of their lands is a priority, and theye pur-
sued agreements that support mining with integriglly
Crossing, as with Old Crow, Stewart Crossing anehdeare
not recognized as municipalities and do not benefihe same
extent that other communities do from municipal ngsa |
would like to look into that and work with the goxmenent to
see what can be done and, if necessary, clarifyndaynforma-
tion on that and help the citizens of those comutiesto fulfill
their needs.

Selkirk First Nation has been working with the athe
Northern Tutchone governments to create land-basading
centres. Selkirk has focused their resources olmaat Lake
and it was good to hear mention of land-basedrtreat pro-
gramming in the throne speech. The local progrargnim
much needed. The support of Yukon government —ichust
and Health — will be a welcome relief.

The airport in Pelly Crossing will still not accoronate
medevacs and all emergency ambulance service iallyisu
routed through Mayo and sometimes Carmacks. Thasssri-
ous safety concern and must be addressed as spossile.

When my dad was visiting me one summer, he loved to
come out and spend time with us there. He wasingsibne
summer and he took sick, and we had to take himthe nurs-
ing station in Pelly Crossing. It was about a 45w drive —
maybe half an hour that day. He had to be medevadgdvife
headed south in the car to Whitehorse. | went withdad by
medevac — not south, but north to Mayo, where vok tihe
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ambulance to Mayo and waited for the medevac plamseet
us in Mayo, pick us up and take us down to Whitsbor

The process took about six hours. My wife was initéth
horse in two hours. That was three or four years agd it's
still there. I've heard from many residents of Pdhat it's
something we need to look at, especially with theréased
activity in the area and the number of people. dt'sal safety
concern.

I'd like to talk a little bit about Carmacks, thelhof the
Yukon. Carmacks is situated at the confluence efNlorden-
skiold and Yukon rivers on the north Klondike Highwv It is
the site of one of four bridges over the Yukon RivEhe
Robert Campbell Highway also intersects the comtyusind
carries on to Faro, Ross River and Watson Lakevigiry a
gateway to the Canol Road and some of Yukon's rapst-
tacular scenery.

The Carmacks area has also seen increased activity,
Carmacks exploration east to the area around artd abFaro
and Ross River and beyond, west through the Nogadd,
and Minto mines’ copper and gold fields and nodhhe gold
and silver fields of Dawson and Mayo. All of ith®oming. It
is important that the infrastructure be in placatcommodate
the increased activity. Residents have long fodight bypass
route that would route the heavy industrial anémfiangerous
goods traffic travelling to and from the Casinoaaszound the
residential area. | look forward to working with kan gov-
ernment to alleviate this dangerous situation.

The Little Salmon-Carmacks First Nation meets radyl
with the Village of Carmacks and have undertakemiaber of
projects. Little Salmon-Carmacks residents are tedcabout
their new daycare centre and the First Nation efficurrently
under construction. If you have a chance, stomfuisit at the
cultural centre. It's another great place. Onceraghanks to
Yukon Tourism and the federal government for wogkisith
Little Salmon-Carmacks on it. My family and | alveagtop at
the west Carmacks mall, now on two levels. Whateafgstore
it is.

The Little Salmon-Carmacks government is also cammi
ted to working with responsible mining companiesairpro-
gressive way that maximizes benefits for theirzeitis while
protecting the environment. Driving through theJkdus land
that is the Mayo-Tatchun area | am continually citrby the
vastness, the incredible beauty of the area, teearad sweep-
ing valleys, the fir-studded hills and the greatances. Robert
Service wrote: “Pines and pines and the shadownafspas far
as the eye can see”. Living in the midst of suckt \meauty,
occasional towns, farmsteads and cabins are nestied river
valleys and the foot of great hills. Indeed, it®jple are living
in a wonderful land — quiet, resourceful and indegent.

The effects of prosperity are being felt in all @emmuni-
ties. More people are working, many in camps awaynf
home for long periods of time. The stores and lassas are
busy. The resulting challenges, spoken of in therté speech,
are magnified in our small communities, but our kmm@mmu-
nities have shown a resilience and a willingnessé®t these
challenges. The people of Mayo-Tatchun need to dmrdh

taken seriously, listened to, valued and respedtedy want to
be involved in making positive choices for theituite.

The people of the Yukon and we in the“3Begislative
Assembly have an opportunity, a rare and uniquedppity.
The wealth of Yukon’s resources, our commoditiesyehbe-
come exceedingly valuable at just the time whearett rates
are low and capital is abundant. Commodities agb,htapital
is cheap and, for awhile at least, transient lali®arailable.

This unique occurrence has led to the resurgenepio-
ration and mining, the boom that members opposietram-
peting.

We have the opportunity to take the next step. Ne o
the Yukon should be left behind. Our education eystust
work with and in communities to ensure the siguific per-
formance gap between rural and urban is removed.any
of our children and adults are struggling with Ibtgracy rates.
A territory-wide literacy strategy is a necessithis isn't just
the Department of Education; this is all of us. thategy that
involves all — from birth, to early childhood, tersors — that
engages in a concerted effort by all of the commes)i gov-
ernments, agencies and departments is necessangtioe that
all our citizens have the opportunity to particep@t our pros-
perity.

| echo the minister opposite: we can do it. We reése our
literacy rates and we can include all Yukonershiat tprocess.
We must ensure that training facilities are sucét tll our
children have the opportunity to grow and learn.

Shops, trade schools and workplace mentors must be

available. Our education system must embrace exutél and
land-based learning at every level. We must seiretble, clear
and measurable targets, allocate our resourcesywisgolve

local teachers and school communities, and measereut-
comes. Only that way will we learn and grow as wgriove

our system. Changes made should affect our teaeimerur
children directly if they're going to be effective.

I enjoyed my time visiting with many involved inghmin-
ing industry at the recent Geoscience Forum. Ikhba Yukon
government for their participation in that. | wasceuraged to
see an emphasis on responsible mining and interecivith
local residents through First Nation and/or comrhyumieet-
ings. | was reassured that most companies want thel right
thing. The mining companies do not need a goverhnteehe a
cheerleader. They need infrastructure, certaintyanlear and
fair regulatory regime.

This requires long-term planning. The lack of pesy on
land management plans is a serious concern to ghgompa-
nies, as well as to local residents. The longed lase planning
is delayed, the more encumbered the process becdine®’s
no excuse to delay. Many areas have already besntified.
First Nation elders have shared their knowledgé widientists
and biologists, who have worked hard to map tradél use
areas, environmentally sensitive areas, and sairénd tradi-
tional harvest areas. The geoscience centre has ekdensive
work to map and identify potential areas of ricmeralization.
The hard work has been done. All that remains ésptblitical
will to proceed.
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As | said, the longer we wait, the more uncertaislgre-
ated and the more polarization and potential forflazi. Delay-
ing does a disservice to area residents, the minahgstry and
all Yukoners. | would urge this government to placeimme-
diate moratorium on staking in residential areas.

It is not anti-mining or anti-progress when one aggs a
development because it is done in such a way thatades
your quality of life. The people of Mayo-Tatchundaall of the
Yukon have shown clearly that they are encouragiiging.
They have signed agreements with responsible coegan
They are working in camps and on projects. The¥ lioo em-
ployment and training opportunities to participatet insist the
activity must not be unfettered. It must not conmpise their
quality of life. Mining with integrity respects lat culture,
spiritual places, and traditional use areas. Ogegnathere is a
need to proceed as soon as possible with land lasaipg as
well as updated community plans.

Another set of statistics came out yesterday phmihey
the gap in Canada between the rich and the poorstaiihg
that it continues to widen. There has long beemam lgetween
the well-being of rural communities and Whitehorgée can
use our prosperity to alleviate that gap. We hdneedpportu-
nity to do things differently. Prosperity that inves only the
few is a false prosperity. Prosperity that onlyigmes distant
companies and transient workers and that build&/itehorse
while leaving our communities behind is a falsesperity.

We must ensure that our rural communities that sapp
and bear the brunt of industrial activities sharahe wealth.
We must ensure that a responsible and plannedinicure is
in place. Our roads must be built to accommodatértbreased
traffic for safety and for convenience. Our hauhds need to
be identified with increased signage along routegireeered
for increased traffic, volume and weight. The traorgation of
dangerous goods is becoming an increasing conagatnoar
health centres, emergency measures services andteet fire
departments along the way need to be upgraded rpdned
for increased pressures. Dangerous goods througtiout
Yukon need to be identified and diverted from pagioh cen-
tres. Funding for these routes must be identified allocated
so that our rural community roads are not neglectén: de-
partments of Environment and Energy, Mines and Ress
are responsible for creating a measurable basefidata, cre-
ating and enforcing regulations, and permitting amahitoring
and managing activities, ensuring that the cumedatiffects of
significant activity are not endangering our enmirent.

There are currently close to 300,000 active claimghe
Yukon. New mines are being moved to productionjdnis of
dollars are being invested in mining. The pressarget going
while the going is good is enormous. The size araps of
projects undertaken in the Yukon has increased atiaatly.
The majority of miners want to do the right thidmt it is in
everybody’'s best interest to ensure all are follmpthe regula-
tions. One or two mistakes can cause massive datoager
environment and spoil the reputation of all minadivity. We
must ensure that these departments have the capacit re-
sources to ensure that they can meet their mandate.

I'm impressed with the integrity and competencetiad
folks at Energy, Mines and Resources and in theaRegent of
Environment. The amount of work they're doing isspbme-
nal. They need our support to ensure they haveatbls, poli-
cies and authority so they can continue to perftheir job.
The importance of local advisory councils, ruralaerce coun-
cils, trappers, outfitters and local residents canme under-
stated.

This needs to be recognized and they need to lmvieny
in gathering baseline data and monitoring activifeSAB
must ensure that all affected parties have the mypity to be
heard, from companies with billions of dollars fwerd, to in-
dividual citizens with few resources. | was pleasetiear that
the Yukon government has been much more accepfigo
SAB rulings and recognize their skill and compe&en&s the
NDP Energy, Mines and Resources critic, | will dding the
government accountable and ensuring Energy, MinesRe-
sources has the resources to ensure mining is wibthénteg-
rity.

The Peel River watershed is a great and wondepades a
cultural and spiritual place; a vast, remote tiEdiand unique
to the world. One day, | hope to go there with mgnglchil-
dren. The affected First Nations have spoken. Té River
Watershed Planning Commission has spoken.

I have heard over and over that it is a speciatel®er-
haps Chief Eddie Taylor said it best when he adeeghe
Geoscience Forum: “Come and do business with ushdnds
off the Peel.”

| was pleased to hear mention of agriculture inttirene
speech, because | believe Mayo-Tatchun is the besket of
the Yukon. Food security and local food productioommmu-
nity-based agricultural initiatives and communityegnhouses
all have a place in our Yukon. A very successfuhomnity
greenhouse has operated for several years in Cksmabe
fresh, local produce is sold in the local storeaN®ay home on
the Pelly River is the Pelly River Ranch, the otdemtinually
operated farm in the Yukon. The Bradleys have beemne
since 1955, but the farm itself began in 1897. Mglgs that
we represent all Yukoners, ensuring that no orefisout and
that all can share in our prosperity.

Speaker:  Order please.

Mr. Tredger: We will build a strong and reliant
Yukon. One more sentence?

Speaker:  No.

Mr. Tredger: | want to thank everybody here and a

big shout out to the members of the House.

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: I would also like to start by con-
gratulating you on your election, Mr. Speaker.

| would like to begin by thanking the people of Mbain-
view for electing me to represent them as their lenof the
Legislative Assembly. This is truly an honour angravilege
and | am humbled by the opportunity. Thank youyfour faith
and trust.

Mountainview is a new riding, consisting of Grangerd
Hillcrest from the previous riding of Copperbeltdaiicintyre
and Valleyview, which were a portion of the MclrayFakhini,
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formerly held by the late John Edzerza. Mountaiwig a ma-
ture riding with cultural and socio-economic diversl look
forward to serving all Mountainview residents anidYaikon-
ers for the next five years.

| would like to congratulate and welcome all mensbef
the Legislative Assembly and of course their fassilitoo.
Many of us are new to this House and | am confidesit as the
339 Legislative Assembly begins, we all feel positafout the
contributions that we will make.

| would like to congratulate Ms. Liz Hanson for tearc-
cess and ascension to the position of Leader obffieial Op-
position, and Mr. Darius Elias for his assumptidrdaties as
Interim Leader of the Liberal Party.

2011 has been a year of tremendous change for chengn
family. As | take my seat in this House, | cannetphbut re-
flect on the decisions made and the energy investég here
today. None of these accomplishments were possititeout
the encouragement, support and help of my famitypneer-
ing farmers, starting a family in the Dirty Thisieand 1940s,
my grandparents took nothing for granted and tbhitdren
valued everything they had. Families and commusitiéth
little worked very hard and supported or celebratdtth each
other whenever necessary. | believe these expesenade my
family stronger and closer.

I've stated many times that Tammie worked as hiumbt
harder, than | through the leadership and genézatien. Peo-
ple had been suggesting that | seek the Yukon Reatiership
for quite some time; however, this intensity ina@é markedly
during March and April of this year. | rememberaslg when
it was coming down to the decision time, during gebther
meeting with our team, that Tammie finally said, eWé dis-
cussed this more than we discussed getting maoridthving
kids.”

Mr. Speaker, we made the decision together andtriigt
was the hardest part. Once made, our focus watesimgded
and, as they say, the rest is history. Of coursekmew what
we were getting into. The decision to run for théice of
Member of Parliament in 2008 gave us both lotsxpieeience
as to what to expect and what would be requiredimoa suc-
cessful campaign. | would like to acknowledge latise people
who supported me during 2007 and 2008.

I do believe that things happen for a reason. Whikas
unsuccessful in my quest at the time, the expegigrained and
relationships made have made me a better perdomea me
to be standing here before you today in the capaiPremier
and Yukon Party leader. While running our drug etoand
raising our young family, we made sure that we tiac to
give back — giving back not only to the organizaiadhat our

Throughout my younger years, | was fortunate toehav children were involved in, but to the communityaashole.

been able to spend a lot of time with my extendetilfy, with
my grandparents, aunts, uncles and my cousins.eGaghto-
gether was always something that we all looked éodato.
These experiences helped me to understand wheiad rom
and of the support that exists when so many peaygéoehind
you.

My parents, who laid the foundation of values andg)-
ples from which | have led my entire life; my paierwho sac-
rificed more than | knew so their children wouldveahe op-
portunities they were unable to grasp; my paremts insisted
that | did not stop with a high school diploma pubceed di-
rectly to university — all that is for me could rfedve come to
reality without the love and guidance of my parents

My brother and sister and their families: thank joueve-
rything you have shared and knowing that you wdveaygs
there for me. It meant a lot to me to have my leotherry
Pasloski here for the swearing in on November 5. ébildren
— Erin Jane, Lynsey Elaine, Taylor Thomas and Brpmw
Rose-Marie — have always been and always will leentfain
reason for the existence of their parents. We angreud of all
of our kids and the contributions that they are imglas young
adults. Throughout the Yukon Party leadership dmdgeneral
election, each contributed as much as they cottderehere
from Whitehorse or from afar. We were thankful thghsey
was at home during the election. Thank you for daéwery-
thing that was asked of you — and that was lots #hout
hesitation. It meant so much to us that you coblare in this
experience with us.

As for my wife Tammie — | could expend the entif@ 4
minutes allotted to only begin to express my quatt for her
unwavering help and support. Quite simply stateshenof my
political success would have been possible witA@mmie.

These experiences have not only helped to shapkvesr
but allowed us to gain lifelong friends. Thank youmy peers
professionally, our friends and all the people veehhad the
privilege to know and work with over these years.

The party leadership race was an experience thigtdon-
trasts a general election. While general electmnhsne ideol-
ogy against another, leadership contrasts partybreesragainst
party members. | thank all the people who voluregdeturing
my leadership bid and all the people who supported |
would also like to thank Jim Kenyon and Rod Tayfar put-
ting their names forward and everyone who suppothese
fine candidates as well.

October 11 — election day — was a day of somewhat
mixed emotion: pure exhilaration at the electioradhird con-
secutive Yukon Party majority but also sadnessatfact that
some great candidates were not successful in #ttempts to
be a part of our governing team.

Through the summer months, we had put togethenan i
credible team of candidates and volunteers, wiltmglo what
it takes to support their candidate. During thimdj Team
Yukon drew together, and | know that the unsuccgsstndi-
dates will remain a strong part of the politicaktga Special
attention goes to three unsuccessful candidateswére sit-
ting Cabinet ministers during the "2 egislative Assembly —
Glenn Hart, Marian Horne and Steve Nordick. Conititns to
your constituents and to all Yukoners are a pa# sficcessful
Yukon Party legacy.

| also thought of those people who were not suckess
winning the nomination to represent our party dgrine elec-
tion. With a membership approaching 3,000, we amted
about the future of our organization. Thank youet@ryone
willing to put their name forward, to all the voleers and to
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the people who donated to the party. While manypfgewere
responsible for our success, | must identify foeome for their
outstanding contributions: Darren Parsons, campaignager
for my leadership and for the general election;a3oBmith,
party president; and Linda Hillier, memberships &indncial
agent. These three people were instrumental irstiveess of
the party. | would also like to acknowledge Michaaler for
being my campaign manager in Mountainview. | must a
knowledge the vision and leadership of former PegrBiennis
Fentie and his 2002 and 2006 caucuses. Notablgethoem-
bers who retired this year were Dennis Fentie,iékaRRouble,
Ted Staffen, Archie Lang, Jim Kenyon, and the [aibn Edz-
erza. Each will be missed by us all.

Under former Premier Fentie’s leadership, the Yukas
gone from debt to a savings account, from declirpogula-
tions to record levels of population, creating imeke for re-
sponsible investment while ensuring we maintain stine
wilderness and truly putting Yukon on the pathwayptosper-

ity.

enables the collective decision-making of Cabinebelieve
strongly in ministerial responsibility and the coitment and
abilities of our executive council, a Cabinet cating of ex-
perience and of new influence.

The foundation that is necessary to enable govemhmoe
provide the programs and services that it doessisceng econ-
omy. Increasing private sector employment meansmeople
paying taxes, and more people paying taxes means maney
for the government. As | have stated, the previuison Party
mandates of 2002 and 2006 have placed us in aerengable
and exclusive club of two in Canada — ourselvesAlbérta.

We have no net debt. In other words, we have maney
the bank, we have enough cash and liquid asseter-exam-
ple, investments, accounts receivable — to payabfbur li-
abilities, which are accounts payable, environnididhilities
and debt. And we still have money left over. Intfé&tandard
& Poor’'s has reaffirmed the Yukon's AA rating, whidés a
very high rating globally.

Tax revenues have grown 62 percent during the Yukon

Thank you for this and so much more that has been aParty mandate, despite a CPI increase of only fiéréent and

complished in the past nine years.

I would like to thank the transition team, led bsalg Tu-
ton, for their tireless work and preparation to weasthat we
have the greatest opportunities for success.

Finally, | am proud to acknowledge the professignailic
service we have had the opportunity to work witbelieve that
the role of the elected officials is to ensure goweent has a
vision that reflects the public’s wishes while pidimg profes-
sionals in the public service with the empowernertarry out
that vision. Policy decisions, good or bad, arerdsponsibility
of the elected officials. The plan to carry out gbopolicies
belongs in the realm of the public service.

Success in my business life was due in large g ee-
sult of the fostering and development of employ&sspower-
ing employees to make decisions made our teamgsrcand
has consistently proven to deliver the highestltewé satisfac-
tion from the customers and from the employeesh\&listaff
of approximately 100 people, empowering employédgs gec-
ognizes the reality that I, myself, could not coetelall the
tasks without compromising somewhere, such as metser-
vice, service levels, controls and procedures rmarfcial man-
agement.

Standing before you, | am proud and excited to Hee t
leader of such a great team. Each member of oor tengs a
wealth of personal life experiences from diversekigeounds.
Collectively, these experiences and backgroundig tepresent
Yukon life. In the last few months, we have growaser to-
gether as a team, and we are ready for all théectggds and the
opportunities.

I will apply the same business philosophies in ngy a
proach to governance. | will ensure our team rem&cused
on the short-, medium- and long-term objectives the have
outlined to keep Yukon moving forward. To deliveose ob-
jectives requires a team effort — strong debatéiwiour cau-
cus that keeps the platform, the throne speech,oanccom-
mitment made to Yukoners in front of us. We arduioate to
be part of the Westminster system of governmesyséem that

despite several new tax credits lowering the taxdéo for our
taxpayers — there’s the child tax credit, adoptiax credit —
and we have increased some credits, like the mlectiedit and
the dividend tax credit, and we've increased Yukhitd bene-
fits, all of which have reduced the tax burden By9%million
every year.

However, it has not always been that way. On Monttay
Leader of the Official Opposition stated in herp@sse to the
throne speech that previous NDP governments weially
responsible and did not run deficits. Quite simplly, Speaker,
this is not correct.

The NDP government of Tony Penikett in 1992-93 had
annual deficit. They overspent their budget by acredible
$64 million. This deficit resulted in an unconsalidd accumu-
lated deficit on March 31, 1993 of $13.3 millionhé NDP
government did not control its spending and, assalt, did not
have the cash and liquid assets to pay off alheirtliabilities.
The Penikett government had net debt. The finarmiaman-
agement of the NDP was so profound that upon rtgrto
power, the Yukon Party brought inTaxpayer Protection Act
to ensure no government spends more money thasiahd it
will give Yukon taxpayers a direct say in whethenot certain
tax increases are justified.

Our government is proud of our legacy and proudwf
throne speech. The opposition states the thronechpkacks
vision and it's not exciting. Mr. Speaker, trueioisis recog-
nizing the pathway we have chosen offers the gseafgportu-
nities for all Yukoners, and you can’t get more ig®Rg than
that.

Our government will again focus on four pillars:ttee
quality of life, the environment, the economy, ayubd gov-
ernance. This strategy allows us to continue ttefoa strong
economy and deal with the challenges this prosgeegonomy
creates: housing and land availability; increasechahd for
clean energy; the increased demand for transpamtetind
communication infrastructure; increased pressures oor
health and social services safety net; increasexgashd for
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more education, training facilities and programs, veell as
increased pressures on our land and resource nraragsys-
tems designed to protect Yukon’s environment.

nal pipelines for the transport of local oil andsda other re-
gions in the Yukon.
In the long term, our vision is to develop one mrennew

Mr. Speaker, we welcome these challenges. Our gever hydroelectric dams to produce clean, renewable ggnéor

ment will implement a comprehensive strategy torestl the
housing needs of Yukoners, including working whie City of
Whitehorse and other municipalities and unincorfeatacom-
munities to make land available for residential amcteational
use as soon as possible; modernize legislationecel the
land titles process to utilize technology and inygréimelines
of transferring land titles; work with the Kwanlibun First
Nation and the Teslin Tlingit Council to promotadaleases as
a viable alternative; make Crown land availableh® private
sector to ensure new rental accommodations are mad@ble
in Yukon; implement the recommendations of the &ele
Committee on thé.andlord and Tenant Adb modernize the
legislation. Note the name of the act, Mr. Speakeéhile the
NDP has referred to a tenancy act, this governrbetieves
that landlords have rights too.

generations. Many suitable locations have beertiftlh This
vision includes connecting our electrical grid $oth British
Columbia or west to Alaska so we can sell excesgepdkeep-
ing the cost for Yukon consumers down.

Yukoners have told us at the door and at the badatthat
they want a strong, responsible economy and peistiiider-
ness. Our government will continue to work to eeswe de-
liver on both.Yukon Environmental and Socio-economic As-
sessment Ads the envy of the entire country. Working with
First Nations in Canada, we are completing a figaryreview
and have already begun to implement these reconatiend.

Through instruments such as the YESAA process\Whe
ter Board, Yukon Fish and Wildlife Management Boart
renewable resources councils, we have in placéetiislation,
the regulation and consultation needed to ensup@kcts are

Mr. Speaker, our government will work with Skookum evaluated carefully and monitored throughout tHiéaspan.

Jim’s to establish a youth centre in the downtoWie will

work with the Salvation Army to expand or replabeit exist-
ing shelter. We will invest in second-stage housiity

Kaushee’s Place, replace the aging McDonald Lodgeaw-
son City and a new seniors complex in Mayo. We initest in
the construction of an Abbeyfield complex in Whitete and
we will make land available for more student hogsin

During the campaign, | stated that one of the gstathal-
lenges we face is addictions. This indeed is athenbt a jus-
tice, issue. Addictions clog up our emergency wand add
great pressures to our EMS teams. They fill upoounrt dock-
ets and our jails. It occupies a great deal of tioreour peace
officers and has a large toll on our health, justind social
services budgets.

Addiction is a cause of homelessness. It essgntedives
some children parentless. Addiction plays a majae rin
FASD and contributes to violence against women. @eitox
program needs to become more medically oriented vead
must acknowledge that a 28-day program is not emoaigive
these individuals the support and coping skillsdeeeto pre-
vent the cycle from happening again. Our governmenits to
implement an after-care program and also suppand-based
treatment. These programs give people the bestromities
for long-term success.

This government has a short-, medium- and long-tgem
to address the looming energy deficiency. We wolhtnue to
make energy efficiency and conservation a pridiityreduce
energy consumption, cost and emissions. Complatiothe
Mayo B is imminent. We are also committed to neterieg
and an independent power producers policy in tluetglbrm.
We will continue to responsibly develop Yukon’s aihd gas
resources for Yukon energy and export.

A policy framework is being created to allow foretke-
velopment of a liquefied natural gas — LNG — praieg
plant, to provide LNG for local use and for expdffe will
continue to prepare for pipeline developments,idiclg inter-

The Yukon Party government is the only governmensuc-
cessfully complete a regional land use plan. Theetals and
the NDP never did. One plan is completed with #&@ad plan
in the final stages and the third plan is beginning

This government had the money in the bank to castto
invest in infrastructure even when the world ecomsnwere
nosediving. This investment produced immediate jdbs
Yukon workers and will continue to improve the quatf life
for us all for many years to come. We will continioeutilize
multi-year capital plans to guide the developmehtyakon
infrastructure projects and provide clarity andt@iety for the
public and industry about Yukon'’s infrastructurépties. Our
five-year strategic plan for education, entit@dr Commitment
to New Horizonsfocuses on improving literacy and numeracy,
preserving culture and increased educational aemewts for
all Yukon students.

Our government is committed to work with education
partners and to increase engagement of parentdigmrand
communities for the purpose of improving studerti@eement
and success; to promote a positive, inclusive aspansive
learning environment that contributes to the suxaaseach
learner; to ensure continuous improvement; ancevieldp and
enhance critical thinking, creativity, collaboratiand commu-
nication as fundamental competencies to suppamilegin the
21% century.

We’'ll continue to promote such initiatives such esperi-
ential learning; alternative programming at the ivighal
Learning Centre; continue to provide First Natiord &rench
language programs; work with First Nations to pdeva public
school system that incorporates local and Firstddatontent;
promote First Nation language and culture throug FEirst
Nations Programs and Partnerships unit of the Dewent of
Education; improve access to higher education Inyilcoing to
work with Yukon College to develop and enhance camity
campuses in various Yukon communities; supportrraté/e
education and apprenticeship programs; supporadie en-
courage greater participation of women in vocatiehéls and
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trades training; and create a Yukon university thit allow
more Yukon students to study here and diversifyemamomy.

This government will continue to foster strong tiela-
ships with all Yukon First Nations. Our economynist that
large and we must work together as equal partnettsis econ-
omy to ensure maximum benefits for all Yukoners.

We will reintroduce the Yukon Forum and intergovern
mental forum to deal with issues and opportunifeesng all
First Nations. | believe land-based treatment cdglchn excel-
lent Yukon Forum that could then move into the rigtevern-
mental forum of Canada.

Bilateral meetings with individual First Nations dcathe
development of intergovernmental accords help brgldtion-
ships at the political and department levels amdagportuni-
ties to build capacity and make a real differerarepkople. It is
important that we continue to build relationshipst just
within our territory, but with our neighbours aslwe

We will continue to utilize the pan-northern coltethtive
approach with the Northwest Territories and Nunateutad-
vance northern interests with the provinces, thegeBanent of
Canada and with the international community. Wedhtinue
to work with jurisdictions such as the State of#Ka, the prov-
inces of British Columbia and Alberta and the Namist Terri-
tories, as well as members of the Pacific NorthWeesinomic
Region, to promote regional economic developmeitibtives
in which we have a shared interest.

Western premiers and the Conference of the Fedarati
will continue to ensure Yukon's voice is heard de hational
stage, enabling our small jurisdiction to benefitnfi the sup-
port granted from these forums.

Yukon will also continue to be involved in the ime-
tional circumpolar negotiations and support Canasdat as-
sumes the role of Chair of the Arctic Council in.20

There is so much more that our government will unde
take, including: addressing fetal alcohol spectdisorders and
the opportunity for health care sustainability thgb preven-
tion — as a health care professional, this is vemyortant to
me; creating safer communities; caring for elderd seniors;
caring for children and youth; and, promoting atsl culture
— I'm personally excited and looking forward to Ieual
Aboriginal Day next year, June 21, 2012, which wg#le the
opening of the new Champagne and Aishihik and Kimdbun
cultural centres. Also, support for sports andeation — and
again, on that, | think | can speak from persongkeeience and
the fact that my kids have had the privilege ohgetngaged in
sports throughout their lives. | have seen so nodmur Yukon
athletes who have raised themselves — elevatedsiieas —
not just to territorial but western Canadian, nagloand inter-
national levels. A lot of that is due, in part,tte support of
this government for sports and recreation.

As well, climate change strategy, support of thekofu
Research Centre — including the Cold Climate Intiona
Centre — Yukon Technology Innovation Centre, Nomthe
Research Institute, Northern Climate ExChange, vatars in
the schools program, Social Economy Research N&twbr
Northern Canada; management of Yukon’s air, lardi\aater
and wildlife resources, including the creation ofakon water

strategy; promotion of recycling and responsiblesteraman-
agement; marketing “Destination: Yukon”; work witfukon
communities in “Our Towns, Our Future”; and, of cxey for-
estry and agricultural development.

In closing, Mr. Speaker, | want to thank you foruyan-
dulgence. | commit myself and our team to work tarsively
and collaboratively to deliver to Yukoners that ethiwve stood
for when we knocked on the doors of Yukoners duting
election. We are moving forward together, makingdfu the
best place to live in the world.

Ms. McLeod: It has been a very interesting week for
me as a newcomer to the Legislature. | hope itbess infor-
mative to everyone here, both new and returning begsn It
has been valuable for all of us to hear a littlewttthe mem-
bers sitting in the House, particularly about sarh¢he issues
they have. Knowing a little about each other widl as as we
move forward on the issues that are important thoviers.

We all want what's best for Yukoners and, aftey at's
why we’re here. This government has an action piah was
outlined in our election platform and again through Speech
from the Throne.

| know that we are all eager to get to work on &astion
items and | thank all members of the House forrthreiolve-
ment and thoughtful discussion. | want to give Hsato the
pages for their very attentive work here in the ikkgure.
They are very busy, and to the good people progutiaHan-
sardfor their patience.

Applause

Speaker:  Are you prepared for the question?
Some Hon. Member:  Division.

Division
Speaker:  Division has been called.

Bells

Speaker:  Mr. Clerk, please poll the House.

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: Agree.

Hon. Mr. Cathers: Agree.

Hon. Ms. Taylor: Agree.

Hon. Mr. Graham: Agree.

Hon. Mr. Kent: Agree.

Hon. Mr. Nixon: Agree.

Ms. McLeod: Agree.

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: Agree.

Hon. Mr. Dixon: Agree.

Mr. Hassard: Agree.

Ms. Hanson: Disagree.

Mr. Tredger: Disagree.

Ms. Moorcroft: Disagree.

Ms. White: Disagree.

Ms. Stick: Disagree.

Mr. Barr: Disagree.

Mr. Elias: Disagree.

Mr. Silver: Disagree.

Clerk: Mr. Speaker, the results are 10 yea, eight nay.
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Speaker:
ried.
Motion No. 26 agreed to

Motion to engross Address in Reply to Speech from
the Throne

Hon. Mr. Cathers: Mr. Speaker, | move the Address
in Reply to the Speech from the Throne be engroasedpre-
sented to the Commissioner in his capacity as fleeaténant
Governor.

Speaker:
Leader that the Address in Reply to the Speech ftbm
Throne be engrossed and presented to the Comngssiohis
capacity as the Lieutenant Governor.

Motion agreed to

Speaker:  Government motions.
GOVERNMENT MOTIONS
Motion No. 4
Clerk: Motion No. 4, standing in the name of the
Hon. Mr. Cathers.
Speaker:
Leader

The yeas have it. | declare the motion car-

It has been moved by the Government House

THAT the Hon. Speaker, pursuant to Standing Order
45(2), be appointed Chair of the Members’ ServBeard;

THAT Hon. Currie Dixon, Hon. Brad Cathers, Liz Hans
and Sandy Silver be appointed to the Members' Sesvi
Board;

THAT the board have the power to call for persqapers
and records and to sit during intersessional pseriod
THAT the board consider:
(1) budget submissions for the following votes:

(a) Vote 01 — Yukon Legislative Assembly, including
the Conflict of Interest Commission,

(b) Vote 23 — Office of the Ombudsman, including In
formation and Privacy Commissioner,

(c) Vote 24 — Elections Office, and

(d) Vote 26 — Child and Youth Advocate Office; and
(2) policy questions concerning matters such as:

(a) space allocation,

(b) staffing,

(c) caucus funding,

(d) media gallery House rules, and

(e)Hansard and
THAT the board fulfill its statutory responsibikis, in-

It has been moved by the Government Houseluding those in théegislative Assembly Acthe Legislative

Assembly Retirement Allowances Act, 206@ Elections Act,

THAT the honourable members Stacey Hassard, Honhe Conflict of Interest (Members and Ministers) Aitte Om-

Brad Cathers, Hon. Currie Dixon, Patti McLeod, Jatick,
Kate White and Darius Elias be appointed to then@tey
Committee on Appointments to Major Government Bsaadd
Committees, established pursuant to Standing C¥steand

THAT the committee elect its chair from the govaent
caucus members appointed to it.

Hon. Mr. Cathers: The establishment of this commit-
tee of course is somewhat procedural in naturd dathave to
highlight the fact that the establishment of arpality commit-
tee to review appointments to major government d®and
committees is something that the Liberals promiaad the
NDP promised. Both of them broke that promise riguiq
The Yukon Party was the party that upon takingceffimple-
mented this committee and brought it into fruitidnhad been
established initially through a motion tabled by sel and
chaired by the Member for Whitehorse West, | bajdfor its
entire inception. The committee does good workiarslsome-
thing that, while it is not always possible to fed®0-percent
agreement around the table, has brought more emgage
around reviewing the credentials of Yukoners wha their
names forward to the boards and attempt to degiakitithe
process and have it about appointing good Yukaretis who
provide perspectives to boards and committees.

With that, | commend the motion to the House.

Motion No. 4 agreed to

budsman Actthe Cabinet and Caucus Employees Aarid the
Child and Youth Advocate Act
and

THAT the Clerk of the Legislative Assembly be resgio
ble for providing the necessary support servicefiéocommit-
tee.

Hon. Mr. Cathers: I'll be very brief in speaking to
the motion. This is one required by our Standingleéds and
with this and the others required by our Standinge® and
with the previous motion that was passed to appbmtStand-
ing Committee on Appointments to Major Governmentaiis
and Committees, | should mention for the recordYfokoners
reading the copies dflansardthat the government, of course,
did seek nominations from the other parties and phasfor-
ward the names of members of both the Official Gjitjmm
and the Third Party caucuses, as identified inStamding Or-
ders and in keeping with past practice. With thatpmmend
the motion to the House.

Motion No. 5 agreed to

Motion No. 6

Clerk: Motion No. 6, standing in the name of the Hon.
Mr. Cathers.

Speaker: It has been moved by the Government House
Leader

THAT the honourable members Patti McLeod, Hon. Scot
Kent, Hon. Brad Cathers, Jim Tredger, Lois Moorcrafid
Sandy Silver be appointed to the Standing CommdteRules,
Elections and Privileges, established pursuanttamding Or-

Motion No. 5

Clerk: Motion No. 5, standing in the name of the Hon.
Mr. Cathers.

Speaker: It has been moved by the Government Housejer 45(1);
Leader

THAT the committee elect its chair from the govesmn
caucus members appointed to it;
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THAT the chair of the committee be required to ijcgrate
in all votes before the committee;

THAT the committee review, as necessary, such gign
orders as it may decide upon;

THAT the said committee, following the conduct afya
review, report any recommendations for amendmemtshé
Assembly;

THAT the said committee have the power to call ger-
sons, papers and records and to sit during intsicses peri-
ods; and

THAT the Clerk of the Legislative Assembly be respie
ble for providing the necessary support servicefiéocommit-
tee.

d

Hon. Mr. Cathers: Again, this is a motion required
by our Standing Orders. | don’t need to speak edtgiength on
it or the subsequent motions here. We can procetidother
matters.

Motion No. 6 agreed to

Motion No. 7
Clerk:

Mr. Cathers.
Speaker:

Leader

Motion No. 7, standing in the name of the Hon.

Motion No. 8 agreed to

GOVERNMENT BILLS

Bill No. 3: Second Reading

Clerk: Second reading, Bill No. 3, standing in the
name of the Hon. Mr. Pasloski.

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: I move that Bill No. 3, entitled
Second Appropriation Act, 2011-1Pe now read a second
time.

Speaker: It has been moved by the Hon. Premier that
Bill No. 3, entitledSecond Appropriation Act, 2011-12e now
read a second time.

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: Mr. Speaker, before | delve into
some of the details of thfeecond Appropriation Act, 2011-12
and accompanyin§upplementary Estimates Ng.allow me to
revisit the summary financials of the 2011-12 mestimates.

The 2011-12 mains were tabled back on Februaryit, w
budgeted gross expenditures of $1.089 billion, bicv just
under $852 million was allocated to O&M and $23hiflion
was allocated to capital. It is worth noting th@tLl2-12 is the
third consecutive year in which the budgeted gregsendi-

It has been moved by the Government Housdures of the Yukon government have exceeded $ibi- $1

billion, three consecutive years. This billion-dollspending

THAT the honourable members Patti McLeod, Hon. Scotthreshold speaks volumes to the services, progeardsinfra-

Kent, Hon. Mike Nixon, Stacey Hassard, Liz Hanstam Stick
and Darius Elias be appointed to the Standing Cdtaenion
Public Accounts established pursuant to Standirde©O45(3),

THAT the said committee have the power to call ger-
sons, papers and records and to sit during intsicses peri-
ods; and

THAT the Clerk of the Legislative Assembly be resgie
ble for providing the necessary support servicefiéocommit-
tee.

Motion No. 7 is agreed to

Motion No. 8
Clerk:

Mr. Cathers.
Speaker:

Leader

Motion No. 8, standing in the name of the Hon.

structure delivered by our government on behallbif ukon-
ers. Further, it highlights with emphasis the ficahdemands
facing our government on an ongoing basis.

Allow me to pause here for a moment to comment on
planning and budgeting. In its basic form, planrémgl budget-
ing is about decision-making. It's about identifyipriorities
and then considering, developing, resourcing arglémenting
appropriate actions to provide the best servicessipte to
Yukoners.

At its core, planning and budgeting requires deaisi
making and decision-makers to make choices. Thegdiud
process supports us as decision-makers to conald@sues
and identify appropriate solutions. In this regate: develop-
ment of a budget serves us both as a planningatwbbls a con-

It has been moved by the Government Houserol tool. Mr. Speaker, decision-making is an omgpi fre-

quently evolving process. Decision-making is notiswlated

THAT the honourable members Patti McLeod, Stacejevent. It remains the prerogative, and more soptiligation,

Hassard, Hon. Wade Istchenko, Hon. Elaine TaylawjsL
Moorcroft, Kevin Barr and Darius Elias be appointiedthe

Standing Committee on Statutory Instruments esthbd pur-
suant to Standing Order 45(1),

THAT the said committee have the power to call ger-
sons, papers and records and to sit during intsicses peri-
ods;

THAT the said committee review such regulations enad
following the date of its appointment as it mayideaupon;

THAT the said committee review such other existorg
proposed regulations as are referred to it by tkegidlative
Assembly; and

THAT the Clerk of the Legislative Assembly be resgie
ble for providing the necessary support servicehieéocommit-
tee.

of the government to consider emerging issues aiwdites
and to recommend effective and appropriately resamlisolu-
tions and actions to the Legislative Assembly. Tas resulted
in the adopted practice of the Yukon governmenhdge in-
year adjustments tabled as supplementary estinfatethe
Assembly’s consideration to the original budgetnplahis ap-
proach has served the Yukon well, offering siguific oppor-
tunity within the context of a multi-year fiscalamework to
consider resource requirements for competing piggriand
make sound recommendations for scrutiny, debate agmnd
proval by the Legislative Assembly.

Mr. Speaker, | apologize for this minor tangendiscuss
our vision of budget planning.

My colleagues and | take very seriously and respieet
importance of a strong and effective basis in pgeand pro-
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cedure in support of our decision-making respotisés. |
believe it was important for me to share this wisieith all
members of the Legislature. Thank you for your igdace.

The strength of our government’s financial healtreg us
the ongoing ability to be responsive to emergingspures and
priorities on behalf of all Yukoners — $1 billioorfthree con-
secutive years. Our government continues to mairgdiealthy
financial position and we continue to maintain finel flexi-
bility to be appropriately responsive as we mowveuigh our
mandate.

Our government is in a very strong financial pasiti At
the time the 2011-12 budget was tabled, and agatimgthe
gross expenditures exceeding $1 billion, an ansugilus was
forecast for 2011-12 of approximately $38 millidn.addition,
and perhaps more importantly, our government caesnto
avoid net debt with a very healthy net financiakigion fore-
cast for March 31, 2012 of just over $43 million.

I know we will be speaking of a number of changhenti-
fied in the 2011-12 supplementary estimates tablgte Leg-
islature today, but | believe it's meaningful toigét the 2011-
12 budget, as it sets some context in understanitiiag our
government continues to maintain a healthy findrisition,
allowing us to be responsive.

The strength of our financial position and our gove
ment’'s ongoing commitment to fiscal discipline allais con-
tinue to make resource allocation decisions sudh@se iden-
tified in the Supplementary Estimates No.oh behalf of all
Yukoners. Supplementary No. 1 provides for both O&ktd
capital increases. This, through tBecond Appropriation Act,

These increases result in total government expanmeditof
almost $1.13 billion. The continued investment af govern-
ment on behalf of Yukoners is impressive.

Moving on to our summary financial indicators, afie-
corporating the 2010-11 final audited results dm&l éxpendi-
ture and revenue changes detailed in our first leapgntary
estimates for 2011-12, our government continuepeoin a
very healthy fiscal positionSupplementary Estimates No. 1
presents a forecast annual surplus of just overr§iflibn, re-
sulting in an estimated accumulated surplus for diiagl,
2012, of $543.9 million.

Continuing to avoid net debt, our year-end net rfgial
position is projected at $43 million. | wish to elnasize for all
members the significance of having net financiabrteces as
opposed to net debt. This is a very significanidatbr of our
financial health, as it means that the governmemtoi relying
on future revenues to provide current servicess Than envi-
able position for Yukon, as very few governments i this
position. This is something to be very proud of.

Individual ministers will be pleased to provide niwrs of
the Legislature with complete details for theirpedtive port-
folios during the Committee debate. However, as$ tiirne, |
wish to comment on some of the summary elementttifazl
in the Second Appropriation Act, 2011-B2d the accompany-
ing Supplementary Estimates No. 1

Members will recall that a special warrant was éskon
July 6, in which a number of expenditure initiaswsere iden-
tified. In accordance with thEinancial Administration Act—
the FAA — items previously authorized through aciplewvar-

2011-12, gross O&M expenditures will total $873,762,000 rant are to be included in an appropriation biltidg the next

while gross capital expenditures will total $255.84llion.
These are significant expenditures made for theefiteaf all
Yukoners. The first supplementary estimates forseaf year
provide us with two opportunities. First, it proe&l us the op-
portunity to present to the Legislature and togbaeral public
an update on the financial position of the govenmmk is im-
portant for us as legislators to understand theeisg timing.

I am confident that members can appreciate thathet
time the 2011-12 budget was prepared and tabledatidited
results for the 2010-11 fiscal year were not firedi. There-
fore, the summary projection for 2011-12 may hagerbsub-
ject to change. This is the case every fiscal ydaw that the
results for 2010-11 have been finaliz&lpplementary Esti-
mates No. Xepresents the first opportunity to provide this A
sembly a financial update for 2011-12, inclusivera 2010-11
final results.

Second, and more to the point of seeking requipshd-
ing authorities, this first supplementary estimditetails the
proposed expenditure changes that require legislatppro-
priation authority, in addition to the spendingharities previ-
ously granted by the Legislature when the mainresdes were
approved.

This Supplementary Estimates No.ptovides for an in-
creased spending totalling $40.123 million. Of thial,
$21.899 million represents an increase in gross GXddendi-
tures and $18.224 million represents an increasthengross
capital expenditures.

sitting of the Legislative Assembly.

The Second Appropriation Act, 2011-%hd theSupple-
mentary Estimates No.dre prepared inclusive of the amounts
identified previously through the special warrahhis meets
the requirements of the FAA and brings the oppadtyufor
scrutiny, debate and approval of the Legislatuiee $pecial
warrant provided $45.769 million, the majority ohich —
approximately $38.6 million — was attributable tmaunts
identified for revote of prior year lapses.

The remaining balance of approximately $7.1 milliwas
allocated to a number of important initiatives athed by our
government. As | announced back in July, the $7illiom
covers initiatives for a range of services of digant benefit to
Yukoners, including multiple sclerosis trial suppapening of
six additional beds at the Whitehorse General Hakppart-
nership with Kaushee's Place housing society tovideo se-
cure, affordable housing for women in crisis; iitesolutions
for the Ross River arena; urgent care servicepdople with-
out family doctors; and mine safety equipment.

Mr. Speaker, | mentioned revotes earlier as theoviuk
government continues to follow its tried-and-trueaqtice of
revoting funds to ensure that capital projects ioomt to move
forward as appropriate. Almost $38.6 million haiédenti-
fied for revote. As a result, significant comporsenf the re-
quested expenditure authority in the first suppletaey esti-
mates come about because departments are seekitej aad
O&M revote authority for lapses in the previous ryéduch of
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this represents funding required to continue ouestment in
infrastructure projects.

As | mentioned earlier, individual ministers wik Ipleased
to speak to the details during general debate. $freaker,
along with the theme of revotes, members will nalatonote
that the Department of Community Services has ifiedta
number of decreases to specific projects detaitethé sup-
plementary estimates. If you will allow, Mr. Spegkere can
consider these decreases as early revotes. Lefamify.cDe-
partment officials are continually reviewing andusting pro-
ject implementation plans as better informationdoees avail-
able.

Community Services has determined, for a varietyeaf
sons, that some of the work originally planned 2&11-12
cannot be completed during the current fiscal yéacord-
ingly, for a number of projects, the department &djsisted its
project implementation timelines. The results fO12-12 are
reflected in the&Supplementary Estimates No. 1.

Let me assure all Yukoners these projects are ant c

celled. These projects will move forward. The Dépant of
Community Services continues its excellent workewisiting
implementation timelines and these projects willgieked up
in future budgets, as appropriate.

I, for one, appreciate the efforts of departmenfétials
as they continue to deliver infrastructure improeats on be-
half of all Yukoners. As Minister of Finance, | arery pleased
with the supplementary budget and the financialtposof our
government. Thesecond Appropriation Act, 2011-¥hd ac-
companying first supplementary estimates call fucréased
expenditures of $40.123 million, resulting in togabss expen-
ditures of almost $1.13 billion. Of this total of.$3 billion,
$255.941 million is allocated to capital for infrasture im-
provements throughout the Yukon, and $873.762 onillis
allocated to O&M in support of the many ongoing gmams
and services provided to Yukoners.

Over the past few years, ministers and their depzntal
staffs have worked very hard to ensure that weeaehgsound
fiscal management, while at the same time stilugng strong,
effective, yet prudent and sustainable investmentukoners.
This supplementary estimate builds on that theme.

We will see significant spending initiatives unddsn by
our government while maintaining our strong fispalksition.
We project an annual surplus for 2011-12. This Gouates to
our savings account, as we see an increase inatdimancial
resource position of approximately $14.5 millioneovthe
2010-11 fiscal year. With our positive net finathadiesources
— really, our savings account — our government ioos to
avoid net debt. We are not delivering current s@sj pro-
grams and infrastructure at the expense of futeretions of
Yukoners. We continue to be prudent and disciplimedpon-
sive and flexible, all to the benefit of Yukoneram proud of
these expenditure initiatives. They speak diretttlyour com-
mitment to the Yukon and to Yukoners.

| am doubly proud that we maintain a strong figoasi-
tion, allowing for our government to be respondiv@merging
issues and priorities on behalf of Yukoners. | amdividual
members will be pleased to discuss this supplemebizdget

in further detail when we reconvene to discussénegal de-
bate.

Ms. Hanson: | am pleased to have the opportunity to
speak to thisSecond Appropriation Act, 2011-1®Ir. Speaker,
during the spring session, | had the opportunitymy first
opportunity as the Leader of the NDP — to speathéobudget
for 2011-12. It was clear to me then, as it is nthat there are
areas, both of where we come together and whereNie
does differ with respect to the current econontigasion in the
Yukon, and also with respect to the long term amel short
term, and also with respect to the issues thathivik theed to
be addressed — from the broad strategic issudsetartmedi-
ate and the day-to-day.

What we asked and what we spoke to in the spriagice
with respect to the budget from which this suppletag
budget arises, is the need for a thorough anafsisa really
thorough give and take in terms of the discusshat bccurs
between and among members as we consider the ifshaae
sources of this territorial government and of thgponsibilities
we have to be accountable to all Yukoners.

We look forward to talking with ministers and theeRier
with respect to how they link the planned experrdguvith the
programs and objectives and their strategies fr glovern-
ment and the departments.

As the Premier indicated, between February 3, wihen
Premier tabled the budget and gave his Budget Addrand
March 28, when that budget was passed, there Watsoédis-
cussion. It was a debate that continued off anfboibasically
two months. That budget was passed by a majoritikowu
Party government and it was passed without fullatkelor dis-
cussion of most departments and agencies of thisrgment.

So that gives me great concern and reminds me again
the Official Opposition will continue to hold thigovernment
to account, to their pledge as they said in thertarspeech, of
practising open, accountable, fiscally responsdweernment
and to working constructively with all of us in shHouse to
improve the operation of its committees and thecgdores of
this Legislature. One of the key procedures of ttagislature
is budget debate and ensuring that the moniesatbavailable
to the Yukon are spent properly. When we talk alftadal
management, what does not change and will nevergehads
the NDP belief in the principles of probity and gemce in
both budgeting and managing of expenditures. | eaithe back
to that many times over the course of my time is tlegisla-
ture because | believe that is fundamentally whatake re-
quired to do in terms of how we approach any disiomsof the
finances of this territory.

We do look forward to getting into Committee. Asdid
earlier, during previous budget debates that wearh fFebru-
ary 23 to March 28, second reading remarks dragmgednd
on.

Both government and opposition sides, | would sesre
guilty of making long-winded statements of dubioakevance
to the matter at hand. As a result, | don't beli¢gvat at any
time over the last nine years — and | say this from own
observations over the last several budget cycled) bs the
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Leader of the Official Opposition, watching frometigallery
before | was elected, and then as leader in theséleu | don’t
believe that budgets and all departments have thewoughly
debated. There was always some department thavedceo
scrutiny for its budget. | don’t want to carry dmist practice.

This being our first budget debate of a new LegjigdaAs-
sembly, | want to get off on the right foot. The RZzaucus
wants to get into committee and scrutinize thisegomnent’s
spending choices. You know, the Premier made aleoop
comments, and it sort of begs one or two questibas| will
sort of just throw out there — you know, he madet¢bmment
that this is a normal process and talked aboutempnd
revotes. But what if — what if, Mr. Speaker — wilifathe job
had been done? What if F.H. Collins wasn't delay€iz was
a commitment made by the Yukon Party governmenivals
delayed and was delayed again. The surplus wouldboet
$13 million by my calculation, and the savings ag@owould
be that much smaller.

We'll be asking for more clarification. My colleaguthe
former Member for Mount Lorne-Southern Lakes, rdiggany
times in this Legislature concerns about cost avesrand ex-
penditures at Whitehorse Correctional Centre. Wedrecerned
when we see the $8 million over budget. We'll bekiog for a
full reporting on that.

There are a few key areas we’'ll be looking at, wetalso
want to point out that second reading is a timenwive look at
the budget and the expenditures and the planneenditpres
of a government through a set of principles andawn prin-
cipled lens. During the election period, we did potward
some serious proposals about fiscal managemetttisnierri-
tory. We want to ensure, when we look at the dengsthat are
being made, both in the supplementary budget atudefloudg-
ets, that our prosperity is distributed so thatone is left be-
hind. We're going to be looking to ensure that veelised this
process and this legislative debate — let’s tallualaloing this
in a different way.

This supplementary budget, as | said earlier, ¢ostsome
interesting expenditures and some items that asppeid, but
I'll save asking detailed questions for CommittReally, what
we need to be looking at as we go forward is wiaeeewe go-
ing? Which direction is this supplementary signgll the
Yukon is heading in? As | indicated, if it's conting sort of
delayed action, and you keep saying, “Well, we'\a¢ more
money,” — hmm.

With this supplementary budget, the Yukon Party freas
duced the surplus to $29 million from $38 millioFhis will
likely be further reduced and we will have to waitd see the
variance between now and the last supplementariyuibplic
Accounts.

The lack of detailed financial controls in the Govaent
of Yukon practices was detailed by the Auditor Gaheand
our internal auditors have probed this on the dpereof, for
example, emergency medical services. They often tiegreat
variances. I've said it before in this Chamber &fidsay it
again: having $1 billion to spend does not meaectiffe man-
agement of the financial resources of this tenit@pending

money is not the same as effective expenditurescbas the
needs and the desires of this territory.

I hope to be able to explore this idea further witi col-
leagues in this Legislature: that we need to camsiather
budgeting models so we can have more accurate Isotapsf
government spending, so we’re not looking backvaard also
not waiting until Public Accounts to get, like aayelater, a
sense of really what the actual expenditures atdevdrere this
government stands.

The NDP looks forward to getting into detailed dissions
by department. I'll be the only speaker. We'd ltkemove this
debate along and that's where we’ll leave it today.

Mr. Elias:
but it is a privilege to get up and speak to 8ezond Appro-
priation Act 2011-12 Supplementary Estimates No.First of
all, it's my hope that we carry the moral rectitutiat Yukon-
ers rightly expect us to display in here. We in Lligeral cau-
cus are ready and willing and prepared to makevitréd-class
decisions Yukoners require of us to move forwardhis new
era.

I've already been witness to some eloquent solilexjex-
hibited by some of the members in the House angpkhhat,
over time, the words carry the master virtue ofdeis in here.
Looking at the estimates, | think it's importanatiwe ensure
in here a balance — especially for rural Yukon —attive en-
sure that all Yukoners receive nothing more or liss the
same opportunity enjoyed in this country of ours &éme pro-
grams and services that other jurisdictions, egfig@ur capi-
tal city, enjoy. I'll speak about my riding.

My constituents can’t just walk down the street amjby
a swimming pool, or go to a drug store, or go tmptometrist
or dentist, or simply go to a lumber yard to buslodmething
they need. That has to be recognized, the diffesénttions
that exist throughout our territory.

Looking especially at the $18 million increase epital,
$8 million more is requested for corrections infrasture. We
too, within the Liberal caucus, will be asking Hat's cost
overruns for the new correctional facility we todirtne other
day with the Minister of Highways and Public Wouiksd staff.
It was an excellent presentation. Those are thregshive have
to ensure — our job and the oath we swore is tp ke gov-
ernment to account on those kinds of expenditisesplease
expect that of us.

We are pleased to see the million dollars for theoad-
stage housing for Kaushee's Place, and it looks Idur
neighbours in Alaska are continuing to send us mdae the
Shakwak projects to the amount of $2.4 million. Wave to
express our disappointment that there is no moheyaged for
the Dawson City recreation facility, as well as fkess River
recreation facility, which were committed to priwr the elec-
tion.

In Committee, we also look forward to going intodiby-
line and talking about the issue of the F.H. Callofelay in
what | call the Yukon Party's “flagship educatiofe@ion
campaign promise”. Very conveniently, after thecetn is
complete, it is set back for two years. We do hsewme ques-

I'm going to be short in my response here,
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tions. There were a lot of shovels throwing dirtoprto the
election, and we have some specific questions wktfard to
that in Committee.

| would also like to mention that we in the Libetalucus
will be providing some legislative ideas and opsidior the
government to consider.

We haven't decided yet whether or not we are gtingo
to the extreme length of tabling possible legiskatibut will
put the Premier on notice that some of our ideasimgofor-
ward would be to take a very serious look at Em¥ironment
Act, theFish and Wildlife Agtas well as our legislation around
family law in the territory, which is incredibly tdated. | think
there are some excellent jurisdictions in our couttiat have
moved forward in putting the children in the centrfethose
pieces of legislation being the only concern irpdies between
parents. | think the Province of British Columbiged have the
high-water mark with regard to this. That is sonmajththat we
will be advocating for, not just in this sittingutoin face-to-
face meetings with the ministers and in the upcgnspring
sitting where, | hope, we can see budgetary liamst simply
for contributions to the food bank. We are in arndeere, and
the food bank has not seen this level of clientsr.efhose
kinds of things are important to discuss in comeeitt

| will be — should I talk about that? No, I'll wail won’t
talk about that item — scratch that one off.

| did bring it up with the Premier in my first quis in the
Legislative Assembly the other day, about havingam for a
potential world economic crisis, once again. Thst Iglobal
economic recession we weathered, buzzwords, likevsl-
ready projects” were thrown around throughout theitory,
based on a demonstrated need. | believe every ooeraid-
ings can show a demonstrated need, so this i®jestspect of
being prepared for infrastructure projects, keepjpepple
working, keeping people paying taxes, et ceterat, we'll be
advocating for throughout the supplementary budgéate.

| also want to mention an important thing that was
quested and wasn't provided for. On this side ef Htouse, |
see five brand new members of this Legislative Agsdg, who
haven’'t had the opportunity to go to departmentefings and
go through that experience — especially with the rpring
sitting budget, which is presumably going to bethaobillion
dollars — and how that process could be learnedeanbrked
upon by these new members, on this side of the ¢lespe-
cially.

It was disappointing that briefings were not preddfor
these supplementary budgets to my new colleagudisi®side
of the House — as well as a Finance briefing, fat tmatter.
But those are some of the things that we’re corezkabout.

We're also concerned that for every $10 that isughd
into this territory, $9 comes from the GovernmehiCanada.
So own-source revenue is still a concern. As tterier men-
tioned, there seem to be a large number of lapshénveach
department. As a measure of courtesy, | would remqtleat
maybe the Finance minister and Premier could peuy leg-
islative return, a list of lapses by each individdaepartment.
That would be — what’s the word? — productive tgale-
mental debate once we get into Committee. | thinkets see

here — I'll avoid going into some of the issues qmibrities
that have been discussed throughout the years indimg of
Vuntut Gwitchin.

But | will say that | give credit where credit isig but |
also hold the minister’s feet to the fire when reseey, so to
speak. But I'll leave my remarks there and we léakvard in
the Liberal caucus to delving into line-by-linenite and getting
breakdowns from the ministers where necessarythaure are
some pretty large items within the supplementast tequire
some debate. One that | neglected to mention —'rmbn-
clude by saying that there is an extra $3.3 millfon the
Kwanlin Dun Cultural Centre for instance, and wé# asking
for explanations for those expenditures as well.

So Mr. Speaker, thank you for your time and indotge
today. I think I will leave it at that. Thank you.

Speaker: If the honourable member now speaks, he
will close debate. Does any other member wish thdsrd?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: Again, | wanted to speak to the
investment that the Yukon Party government has beaking
in the Yukon and the prudent financial managemkat has
occurred that has allowed us to continue to ineest to rein-
vest in infrastructure during a time when there waworld
economic recession, which we have not seen the bikeince
the Dirty Thirties. During that time, we were inpasition fi-
nancially to be able to continue to invest, whictswed that
we were creating jobs for Yukoners and continuegrtvide
the services and the programs that are expectedukgners.
When the dust settled, really Yukon can look baok aay:
what recession? It was because of the prudencevasiments
and the fact that we have maintained money in thgypbank
that we are able to continue to do that. So, tlseessive
years of $1 billion or greater investment in thésritory is
something that is not only noteworthy, but is tocheered.

As I've spoken, there are a lot of things we haseedand
accomplishments that have occurred, and therellisvstk to
be done. There are more things to be done, butrgmgyand
services and capital investment in infrastructueties on
money. That really means we need to continue ttefoa
strong economy, which would deliver money for thsvern-
ment to be able to do what it does. That is thendation of
what this government has done leading to this pamt how
we continue to want to move forward.

When you have money in the bank, you can do whaewe
doing right now — adjust to situations and have eythere;
have the flexibility to spend money when things eouap. It is
also the ability, as we’'ve historically done, tosddighter con-
trols. It's about developing good programming; iélbout in-
vesting in good infrastructure; and it's also abfinéncial con-
trol and the mechanism we have used that has allaweto
keep our thumb on the spending. That is very inguart

As to the comment about the Auditor General, we sl
bringing forward a final supplementary in 2010-11.

The Auditor General does the job of reviewing theuf-
cial statements of the Government of Yukon annuahd we
will be speaking to the fact that, you know, thedar General
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did give us an unqualified opinion, which meand the had a
clean bill of health. So, with that, | would like say that we’re
very proud of the accomplishments. There is aHat is left to
do, and this government is ready to do that. W& foovard to
debating in Committee the details of the supplesmgn{Thank
you.

Speaker:  Are you prepared for the question?

Some Hon. Members:  Division.
Division

Speaker:  Division has been called.
Bells
Speaker:  Mr. Clerk, please poll the House.

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: Agree.

Hon. Mr. Cathers: Agree.

Hon. Ms. Taylor: Agree.

Hon. Mr. Graham: Agree.

Hon. Mr. Kent: Agree.

Hon. Mr. Nixon: Agree.

Ms. McLeod: Agree.

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: Agree.

Hon. Mr. Dixon: Agree.

Mr. Hassard: Agree.

Ms. Hanson: Disagree.

Mr. Tredger: Disagree.

Ms. Moorcroft: Disagree.

Ms. White: Disagree.

Ms. Stick: Disagree.

Mr. Barr: Disagree.

Mr. Elias: Disagree.

Mr. Silver: Disagree.

Clerk: Mr. Speaker, the results are 10 yea, eight nay.

Speaker:
ried.

Motion for second reading of Bill No. 3 agreed to

Hon. Mr. Cathers: Mr. Speaker, | move that the
Speaker do now leave the Chair and that the Has#ve into
Committee of the Whole.

Speaker:
Leader that the Speaker do now leave the Chairtlaadthe
House resolve into Committee of the Whole.

Motion agreed to

Speaker leaves the Chair

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE

Chair (Ms. McLeod): Order please. Committee of
the Whole will now come to order. The matter befthe
Committee is Bill No. 3Second Appropriation Act, 2011-12
Do members wish a brief recess?

All Hon. Members: Agreed.

Chair: Committee of the Whole will recess for 15
minutes.

Recess

The yeas have it. | declare the motion car-

Chair:
order.

Committee of the Whole will now come to

Bill No. 3: Second Appropriation Act, 2011-12

Chair: The matter before the Committee is general de-
bate on Bill No. 3Second Appropriation Act, 2011-1Row-
ever, before the Committee proceeds to generaltelelae
Chair would like to remind members of certain pho@l mat-
ters regarding the reading of supplementary apatpn bills.
Once general debate is concluded, the Committek onlly
deal with those departments, corporations and ofmtities
that have new appropriations identified in Schedulerhese
amounts can be found in the column, “sums requiné ap-
propriation”. Should members wish to ask questionsnake
comments about a department, corporation or etitdy does
not require new appropriations, or if they wishdiscuss other
issues such as revenues or lapses, they should ddtts the
context of general debate.

Thank you.

Ms. Hanson: Madam Deputy Speaker, may | ask a
question?

Chair: Yes.

Ms. Hanson: Okay. In the interest of a comment ear-

lier by my colleague down the aisle here, the intdreader of
the Liberals, it would be helpful as we’re doingstlsince we
haven’'t had a briefing and most of the people is thom have
never done this before — so when you say, “thermnaluor
whatever you just referred to, if you could say vehi is and
point us to it, that would be very helpful.

Chair: Yes, | would love to do that. Right now we are
in general debate.
Ms. Hanson: | realize that. Which document are we

referring to and which document are we using atrttoenent,
please?

Chair: We are dealing wittsupplementary Estimates
No. 1.Schedule A is in Bill No. 3Second Appropriation Act,
2011-12 about two pages down.

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: Madam Chair, I'm pleased to in-
troduce to Committee of the Whole, Bill No.Second Appro-
priation Act, 2011-12along with the accompanyin§upple-
mentary Estimates No. fbr the 2011-12 fiscal year. The first

It has been moved by the Government Houseupplementary estimates for 2011-12 provides aritiaddl

$40.123 million in total expenditure authority, iaasing total
projected spending for 2011-12 to $1,129,700,000wlich
$255.9 million will be directed toward capital irstment. As
noted, this supplementary provides for $40.123iomillin in-
creased spending.

Specifically, there is additional operation and manance
requirements of $21.899 million, and additional itapre-
quirements of approximately $18.224 million.

Madam Chair, our government continues to deliver a
healthy financial position. The first supplementastimates
for the 2011-12 budget reflects a net financialitpms of $43
million and an accumulated surplus of $543.9 millibwant to
emphasize the importance of having net financisbueces, as
opposed to net debt. Maintaining a positive nearfitial posi-
tion means we are paying as we go. We are notfisaugi fu-
ture revenue streams to pay for current progranseices. In



112

HANSARD

December 7, 2011

fact, we forecast an annual surplus for 2011-18trdmuting an
increase to our net financial resources over th&040-11 of
almost $15 million. These are significant indicataf our fi-

nancial health. Madam Chair, | would like to redtier that the
supplementary estimates include $40.123 million itaaithl

expenditure authority in several key areas of irgue to
Yukoners.

I'd like to maybe give a little bit of informatiowith re-
gard to that, and some of the tax revenues we hadehow
they have changed since the Yukon Party governruk
over in 2002-03: personal income tax in 2002-02,$84,235;
in 2010-11, $51,323,630, which is a 60-percentdase in per-
sonal income tax over that period.

Corporate income tax, 2002-03, $4,103,586; in 2D10-

Our financial framework remains strong, and | assur $8,228,067, a 101-percent increase in corporatemectax.

Yukoners that our government remains committed anaging
and directing the Yukon government’s finances irdisci-
plined, responsible, and strategic manner.

The supplementary estimates provide significanteiased
investment in Yukon. My colleagues will, of courbe, pleased
to discuss these initiatives in great detail duriimg-by-line
debate.

| am extremely proud of our government’s succegsrin
viding significant investments on behalf of Yukoservhile
maintaining our commitment to prudent financial mg@ment.
As noted, our financial position remains strong avilil pro-
vide more opportunities for our government to mdiire
significant investments in the Yukon on behalf bfvaikoners.

I am confident the supplementary estimates speakdto
dressing the needs of Yukoners. | look forwardn® épportu-
nity to discuss in further detail in the days aheBaank you,
Madam Chair.

Chair: The Chair recognizes Liz Taylor.

Some Hon. Member:  No.

Chair: Taylor — | knew | was going to say that.
works. Ms. Hanson —

Ms. Hanson: I don’t know what you can do. All right.
Well, I'm not sure if | should be insulted or nétthink she’s
almost dead, so I'm not. What an afternoon. Thaok,y
Madam Chair.

I'm interested in the speech that the Premier gaveut-
lining the general financial state of the territo@ne of the
areas that he spoke to was the increased reveauhs terri-
tory, and I'd ask him to clarify exactly where teomcreased
revenues are. He’s referencing both his thronectpead his
discussion this afternoon about the benefits taehgtory with
respect to the mining boom that we're experienémthis ter-
ritory. I'd be interested in having him explain whd would
see, in the revenue stream here, the royalty regenacruing
to the territory — the increased revenues that waltsee for
this last fiscal year as a result of that.

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: What | would like to do is remind
the member opposite, or just tell the member opposihen
we are talking about revenues at 62 percent, itnetesring to
the increase in revenues for the Government of Wusioce
2002 — when you compare that with the fact thatcdwesumer
price index, or CPI, has only gone up 15.6 perc@fith that
62-percent increase — as described — we have utedita
bunch of credits and new credits that have actualiiyiced the
amount of the tax burden for Yukoners by $5.9 willannu-
ally.

While we have reduced the tax burden by $5.9 millive
have increased the amount of resources that we dalezsted
by 62 percent during that same time.

It

Fuel oil diesel, in 2002-03, $2,727,062; in 201Q-itlwas
$4,071,415, which was a 49-percent increase in faelfor
diesel. Fuel tax other, 2002-03, $4,199,711; inQ201, it was
$4,278,524, a two-percent increase.

Tobacco tax — $5,970,189 in 2002-03; $11,436,228 in
2010-11 — a 92-percent increase.

Insurance premiums for 2002-03: $1,185,082;
$2,152,773 in 2010-11, which was an 82-percentise.

Property tax, including grants-in-lieu for non-gtef— in
2002-03 was $2,143,042; in 2010-11 it was $3,639,82 a
70-percent increase in property taxes collected.

Liquor tax 2002-03: $2,418,697;
$3,828,443, a 58-percent increase.

Total taxes were $54,891,604 versus 2010-11
$88,958,400, an increase of 62 percent.

In the supplementary that we have, on page sithdrgrey
column it will give you the increases to this poifi62,000
increase in property tax; liquor $102,000; landsnes and
forestry — mostly mining fees — $1.4 million anddem other,
$38,000, which is mostly weigh station.

Seeing the time, | move that we report progess.

Chair: It has been moved by Mr. Pasloski that the
Chair report progress.

Motion agreed to

in 2010-11:

of

Hon. Mr. Cathers:
resume the Chair.

Chair: It has been moved by Mr. Cathers that the
Speaker do now resume the Chair.

Motion agreed to

I move that the Speaker do now

Speaker resumes the Chair

Speaker: | will now call the House to order.
May the House have a report from the Chair of Cottemi
of the Whole?

Chair’s report

Ms. McLeod: Committee of the Whole has considered
Bill No. 3, entitled Second Appropriation Act, 2011-1and
directed me to report progress.

Speaker:  You have heard the report from the Chair of
Committee of the Whole. Are you agreed?

Some Hon. Members: Agreed.

Speaker: | declare the report carried.

Hon. Mr. Cathers: I move that the House do now ad-
journ.

Speaker: It has been moved by the Government House

Leader that the House do now adjourn.
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Motion agreed to

Speaker:  This House now stands adjourned until 1:00
p.m. tomorrow.

The House adjourned at 5:34 p.m.



