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Yukon Legislative Assembly
Whitehorse, Yukon
Monday, December 12, 2011 — 1:00 p.m.

Speaker: I will now call the House to order. We will
proceed at this time with prayers.

Prayers

DAILY ROUTINE
Speaker:  We will proceed with the Order Paper.
Tributes.

TRIBUTES

In recognition of the Kitchen-Kuiack family energy
challenge award

Hon. Mr. Dixon: Mr. Speaker, it is a pleasure for me
to rise today to pay tribute to the Kitchen-Kuideknily and
their outstanding achievement in being Canada’sbminone
household in theCanadian Geographianagazine — Shell
Canada Energy Diet Challenge.

This Energy Diet Challenge saw families across @ana
become ambassadors of energy conservation as tineyeted
to reduce their water, fuel and home energy use.

In this respect, Mr. Speaker, | can think of notdream-
bassadors for Yukon than the Kitchen-Kuiack familiiey are
a true northern family, and as their Energy Dietli&mge pro-
file suggests, they are close to nature in evemgttihey do.
They see our northern climate here in Yukon na akallenge
to overcome, but as a privilege.

Marguerite, Brian, Simone and Marika, all of whome a
with us today in the gallery, were tremendouslycsssful in
this challenge. They found creative ways to imprtheir fuel
efficiency and increase their energy efficiencytiair home.

You'd be very surprised, Mr. Speaker, as | wasletorn
from following the Kitchen-Kuiack family that simpthinking
about your driving habits and planning your tripsawn, and
your routes around town can create exceptionahgaviThose
savings are of course a benefit to the pocketbbak,also a
significant benefit to the environment.

Another important lesson, Mr. Speaker, which istipaf
larly relevant during this holiday season, is ttea of using
family traditions and beliefs as a means to incoaf® energy
conservation and efficiency habits into our evewtivees. This
was one concept that | found particularly remar&abl

Mr. Speaker, the Kitchen-Kuiack household has baen
wonderful example for other Yukoners, and indeedddi&ns
across the country.

While the Kitchen-Kuiack family had tremendous soipp
from Yukoners, they also had the benefit of an ezaech, Lau-
ren Mangion, who is also with us today in the gglle

Marguerite noted to me earlier that Lauren was Zgta
Crazy, of course, Mr. Speaker, in terms of hertoreangenu-
ity. The creation of a solar stove in Novemberuist jone ex-
ample — and one, | might add, that | still haveqiite
wrapped my head around.

| should also note, Mr. Speaker, that we are alswed to-
day by Gilles Gagnier from Canadian Geographic, Asldley
Nixon from Shell Canada. These two organizatiorenspred
the Energy Diet Challenge and have really beerequibgres-
sive in their encouragement of energy efficiencZanada.

And, of course, Mr. Speaker, | would be remiss fidiled
to mention the grand prize of the Energy Diet Girade, a
brand new Toyota Pruis Hybrid, which was awardedht®
Kitchen-Kuiack family this morning.

In closing, Mr. Speaker, | have to reiterate howyar we
are — the government and all Yukoners — of the hétc
Kuiack family. Brian, Marguerite, Simone and Marikeu've
provided a tremendous example for all of us — a&sjithgle
goes: how to “be the change that we want to seleeirworld.”
Thank you.

Mr. Barr: Mr. Speaker, | rise on behalf of the NDP
Official Opposition caucus to congratulate my caosnts, the
Kitchen-Kuiack family: Marguerite, Brian, Simone catMa-
rika. They won the Canadian Geographic Energy Qieal-
lenge and the new hybrid vehicle that comes wighhibnour.

| witnessed the young girls test sitting the Pthis morn-
ing — not the one they are going to receive, Mred@qer. |
understand from Brian that, when they were in thiérey have
to pick out the colour. I'm not sure how they aaing to go
about that, but I'm sure that with their comingahgh as the
grand prize winners, that it will not be a tougbktaThey seem
to be able to work together quite well.

I have known the family for many years, and they ary
community-minded folks. They are always out andualio the
community. The first time | actually met Margueriteas when
she used to sell flowers around town. Do you remerttat? It
was always great to see her smiling face, whicludpnolots of
smiles to women in the community too, because ofs®the
guys would immediately buy a flower and presenbittheir
dates.

Brian plays music. | remember out in the middlenof
where in the bush, Art Johns and | were down tidsroad,
and there was Brian and another buddy sitting theve
stopped for tea, and that was it for the hunting &ided up

We as Yukoners are very proud of them and very gorouplaying music for many hours after that. They hajgoeto

that a Yukon family was able to accomplish sucteat.fAl-
though it really shouldn't come as a surprise thatvas a
Yukon family that won this challenge.

As the Kitchen-Kuiack family was quick to point otley
have enjoyed considerable support from their fréend
neighbours and the community at large. | beliewa Yukoners
have a particular prescience when it comes to iation and
creativity, especially in terms of energy efficignc

have a couple of guitars there.

It couldn't go to a grander family, | think.

Over the three months, the family was able to redteir
energy consumption, change some of their habitsasedec-
ognized as Canada’s “slimmest energy household”.

They were able to reduce their water use, redusie fihel
use through commuting, reduce their carbon foot@im save
money. TheEnergy Diet Challenge Guideublished byCana-
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dian Geographidias some useful tips that bring economic savio be done in turning human rights into realitythe life of

ings through simple lifestyle changes in the home ane the
road. Some of the tips: avoid buying products véitessive
packaging; buy more locally grown foods; take ststrowers
instead of baths. Of course, living in the nortim d&@ more
challenging in terms of reducing energy use. Th&tadices
between communities mean we often have more grdaand
cover. With the darker days, we can be energy hogs.

The Kitchen-Kuiacks are ambassadors for the nonih a
have shown that we can take action in our livese fmily’s
success was measured on public voting, overallggnduel
and water use reductions, their ability to makeoirative life-
style changes, and their public outreach effottsvds fitting
that the Energy Diet Challenge concluded at theesame as
the Durban climate change talks. Avoiding dangerdimate
change is in large part an energy challenge. Wd t®eeduce
our energy diet and transition away from burningsfbfuels
quickly. The Kitchen-Kuiacks have shown that we tnwalk
the talk in terms of reducing our footprint. We desction on
an international and national level, and we neetbke per-
sonal responsibility too. All Yukon is proud of yoaccom-
plishment, and we have much to learn from your gptam

Thank you. Ginilschish.

Applause

Speaker:  Are there any further tributes?

In recognition of Human Rights Day

Mr. Silver: | rise today on behalf of the Liberal cau-
cus to pay tribute to International Human Rights bald on
December 1@ach year. December 10, 2011, is th& @8ni-
versary of theUniversal Declaration of Human Right3his
historic document, often labelled as a modern-dagghé
Carta, outlines the human rights standards the @heves
should be enforced by all nations. Among them: rilght to
life, liberty and nationality; to freedom of thougltonscience
and religion; to work; and to be educated and ke tpart in
government.

Since its adoption in 1948, the declaration has baed
continues to be a source of inspiration for nati@mal interna-
tional efforts to promote and protect human rigimsl funda-
mental freedoms. Human rights are the foundatidrieedom,
peace, development and justice, and laws to pr@tedtpro-
mote human rights are indispensable.

Celebrating International Human Rights Day presemts
invaluable opportunity to reflect on the persisteaiman rights
challenges worldwide.

Discrimination infects societies and every religiohthe
world and is the root cause of many human rightdations,
particularly in areas of conflict.

We need to intensify efforts to combat discrimioatiand
exclusion, which continue to impair the rights, rdtges and
access to justice of millions of individuals worldie as they
still face discrimination and exclusion on the kasi race, re-
ligion, language and sex. The damaging effectsigdrignina-
tion and exclusion are cumulative. They alreadedaftthose
made vulnerable by inequality of treatment. Therstill much

every child, woman and man around the globe.

We pay tribute to the extraordinary visions of telara-
tion’s original drafters and to the many human téglhefenders
around the world who struggle to make their visiomeality.
This year, we mark the #4anniversary of the establishment of
the Yukon Human Rights Commission to administer¥b&on
Human Rights ActWe would like to take the opportunity to
commend and recognize the hard work done by ouroMuk
Human Rights Commission and the Human Rights Badird
Adjudication in defending the many rights of Yukasne

| urge all Yukoners to take responsibility and tohald
freedoms and to stand against racism, sexism awlimina-
tion. Let each of us be a human rights defender.

Hon. Mr. Nixon: | rise today to pay tribute to Human
Rights Day. Human Rights Day is observed by therivdtional
community through the United Nations every yearDmtem-
ber 10. This date commemorates the day in 1948 when
United Nations General Assembly adopted theversal Dec-
laration of Human RightsThis declaration came three years
after the conclusion of World War Il, when upwaaodslO mil-
lion people lost their lives in global conflict.

Our American neighbours were drawn into this canfli
with the invasion of Pearl Harbor on December 4119- 70
years ago this week. This event set off the catpkic war in
the Pacific, resulting in four years of fightingijllions of lives
lost and decades of international tension, inclgddanadians
fighting in Korea, the tensions of the Cold War antbre re-
cently, a decade-long battle in Afghanistan.

I know members of this Assembly, including you, Mr.
Speaker, have served in uniform. | admire yourimgiess to
offer your life to promote and defend these valaed princi-
ples that Canadians hold so dear. Thank you. lze#hat not
everyone believes in these freedoms. Despite thiy@mwork
of so many over the last 70 years, human rightgirmos to
hang by a tenuous thread in many parts of the world

Next month, Canadian soldiers will be leaving Afgha
stan, hopefully for the final time. Flags have atte been low-
ered in Kandahar. Our hopes and prayers go outetgéople
of Afghanistan and throughout the Middle East, aage and
the continued recognition of human rights in thégion re-
mains a balancing act.

At home this government believes that Yukoners khbe
able to benefit from the efforts of so many peogle have
fought to establish human rights throughout theldvsince the
Universal Declaration of Human Rightsas adopted by the
UN. We are now benefiting from efforts of our praws gov-
ernment and modernizing Yukorttuman Rights Act

This act was modernized starting in 2008 througlo tw
phases as a result of an effective consultatioh Witkoners.
The Human Rights Achow ensures the processes people fol-
low when they believe their human rights have beetated
are modern, efficient and reliable. | would like tttank and
recognize the members of the Human Rights PanAldpfdi-
cators, the commission and the local advocacy grdoptheir
role in Yukon’s human rights process.
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| would also like to thank them for their help otbe last
years in helping to modernize this important lesgisin. | trust
that we all stopped and took a moment this pastir8ay to
celebrate the efforts of so many who came befor wnsure
that we Yukoners continue to live in a peacefulietycthat
fully supports the importance of human rights.

Ms. Moorcroft: On behalf of the Official Opposition,
| rise to pay tribute to the United Nations Intdioaal Human
Rights Day, which falls on December 10. | was pielasn Fri-
day evening to attend the celebration and ceremwshgre the
French language human rights site was launched,
I’Association franco-yukonnaise.

tion of their human rights to live in safety andlitce without
fear.

We must be aware of these abuses and cannot Iet the
pass without acknowledgement and condemnation wiyeto
start is to uphold human rights on a daily basisc-be human
rights defenders. We must not turn aside from lonational
and international prejudices, intolerances andstiges. If we
ignore these acts, we allow human rights to deatsteofor all
of us.

The minister just spoke of human rights amendmbats
in the Yukon, and | am looking forward to the dakiem the
akcond stage of the human rights amendments do foowerd
to this Legislature. | am hoping, in honour of HumRights

December 10 commemorates the 1948 adoption of thBay, that will be soon.

Universal Declaration of Human Rightsvhich was the first
international instrument to detail universal hunraghts and
fundamental freedoms. It is a common standard lbeaement
for all peoples and nations.

The preamble to théJniversal Declaration of Human
Rightsrecognizes the inherent dignity and the equal iaat
ienable rights of all members of the human familyese rights
are the foundation of freedom, justice and peaddénworld.
The declaration was crafted by world leaders taisnghe hor-
rors of the Nazi death camps would never happeimaga

The first article of the declaration says thathalman be-
ings are born free and equal in dignity and rigfiteey are en-
dowed with reason and conscience and should acrtbane
another in a spirit of brotherhood. These prin@ptethe decla-
ration have been written into the constitutions98fcountries
across the world. Human Rights Day serves to remthat
we cannot become complacent about human rightsfraed
doms. | am sad to say that human rights violatiamstaking
place in many places in the world today. It is espoint to
parts of the world where human rights are obviobiyng vio-
lated: where people are killed for expressing thegws in
marches, are forced to become refugees, or aes jiok what
they write and their publications. It is hardertéke a close
look at our own country and to be aware of how humghts
can be eroded almost without notice.

The current atmosphere of war and terrorism hasersad
curity a national priority for our federal governmelt is a time
when we must be most diligent in protection of Ghaas’
rights. Canada has been complicit in the arrestdmmbrtation
of suspected terrorists. Canada is the only westation that
has not spoken out about the detainment of prisoineGuan-
tanamo Bay. That goes against tBeneva Conventiomand
Canada has failed to ask the United States torretianadian
citizen who has been held in Guantanamo Bay. Caisadaw
deporting American soldiers who have sought refoge be-
cause they refused to serve in Irag. They are bs#mg home
from Canada to face prison terms for their coneitii

The abuse of citizens perpetrated during arressgsferm
of human rights abuse that is escalating in mamntges and
that sometimes results in death. In this month,revinee recog-
nize and deplore violence against women, we aréncked of
the many Canadian women who suffer every day frootayv

INTRODUCTION OF VISITORS

Hon. Mr. Kent: I would ask all members of the Leg-
islature to join me in welcoming Mr. Bell’'s grad® ACES
class here this afternoon from Wood Street Centkod.
Also, a special congratulations to Mr. Bell and thndreds of
dedicated Yukon employees who are receiving lomgice
awards. Mr. Bell received his on Friday last week.

Applause

Mr. Tredger: Mr. Speaker, | would like to introduce
my daughter Emily, who is back with us from univgrsat
Dalhousie. It has been interesting watching peqplegress
through the education system. Our children haveoaderful
opportunity here in the Yukon. We have childrenngpfrom
one end of the country to the other. When | wathatairport
yesterday picking up Emily, there were a numbelpaifents
welcoming their children back. It's indeed an exgt and
happy time for everybody as they come back to thkov, like
it is in the spring when they come back to work.

Thank you to the education system and thank youlyEm
for coming back.

Applause

Mr. Barr: Mr. Speaker, | would like to introduce Mar-
guerite, Brian, Simone and Marika Kitchen-KuiackeV are
constituents of mine and have been personal friémdmany
years. Welcome.

Applause

Speaker:  Are there any returns or documents for ta-
bling?

TABLING RETURNS AND DOCUMENTS

Hon. Mr. Graham: Pursuant to section 103 of the
Workers’ Compensation Act am pleased to table the annual
report of the Yukon Workers’ Compensation Healtl Safety
Board for 2010.

Speaker:  Are there any reports of committees?
Are there any petitions?

Are there any bills to be introduced?

Are there any notices of motion?
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NOTICES OF MOTION

Ms. Hanson: | give notice of the following motion:

THAT it is the opinion of this House that in orderfulfill
the Yukon public’s expectations that elected memlir@prove
the functioning of our legislative and democratiogesses, this
House:

(1) instructs the Standing Committee on Rules, tifies
and Privileges to convene immediately for the paepof pre-
paring recommendations on legislative renewal foe fall
2012 legislative sitting, including, but not limiteo, recom-
mendations that will achieve:

(i) thorough debate on the budget and other govenim
legislation;

(ii) provisions for members’ statements in the Pafou-
tine;

(i) reasonable time limits on speeches and repliering
motion days, in departmental budget debate, ardkbate on
legislation;

(iv) equal representation on all standing, select special
committees of the Legislative Assembly;

(v) provisions to increase opportunities for menshbafrthe
public to appear as withesses or to make presensatibout
matters before the Legislative Assembly;

(vi) amendments empowering the Speaker to ensune-me
bers better serve the public interest;

(vii) establishment of a code of ethics for membafrshe
Legislative Assembly;

(viii) establishment of fixed dates for the commement
of the spring and fall sittings; and

(ix) any other changes gleaned from best pracfmasd in
other legislatures; and

(2) creates a select committee on democratic reflarm
meaningfully consult the public over the spring aodnmer of
2012 for the purpose of receiving the views anchiogpis of
Yukon citizens and interested groups on issuesngirdving
our democracy, including but not limited to:

(i) reviewing electoral processes and amendmentheo
Elections Act

(i) consideration of fixed election dates; and

(i) consideration of proportional representatiang

THAT the select committee on democratic reform repm
the House its findings and recommendations no I&i@n the
2013 spring sitting of the Legislative Assembly.

I give notice of the following motion:

THAT this House urges the Minister of Health anci8b
Services to work with Yukon health professionalgstablish a
pilot project collaborative health care clinic inhitéhorse to
demonstrate the cost-effectiveness of an integradedn-based
health care delivery system that:

(1) is a first referral for patients;

(2) is accessible to all patients;

(3) is patient-centred with patients involved incideon-
making on their cases; and

(4) houses a wide range of health care professpival
cluding but not limited to physicians, physiothastg nurse

practitioners, addictions and mental health worlamd mid-
wives.

Ms. White: I give notice of the following motion:

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon te de
velop a public awareness campaign to encourage’ulbn
residents to follow the example of the award-wigni¢itchen-
Kuiack family of Marsh Lake, winners of tHeéanadian Geo-
graphic Energy Diet Challenge, in addressing the goals of
greater self-sufficiency and combating climate geahy:

(1) reducing our home energy consumption;

(2) reducing our water consumption and use; and

(3) reducing fuel consumption.

I give notice of the following motion:

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon te ex
ercise leadership in establishing real and meauirgfritory-
wide emission reduction targets for greenhouse sgase to
undertake swift action in addressing climate changesponse
to the Government of Canada not fulfilling its Ieghligations
under the Kyoto Accord, and especially in lighttbé most
recent Statistics Canada report that found:

(1) the average area covered by sea ice duringuimener
has declined in all nine of Canada’s northern searégions
over the past four decades;

(2) the ice lost for a decade has been around @4Q0are
kilometres in the southern Beaufort Sea area alloenorth
Yukon; and

(3) the Beaufort Sea, over that same time periad, Had
overall ice loss of 25 percent.

Mr. Barr:
tion:

THAT this House recognizes that the antiquated-émeey
system allows for mineral staking to happen vitiuany-
where;

THAT there are hundreds of active claims within ein
pal boundaries, including residential neighbourladd rec-
reational areas;

THAT at present the right of free-entry prevailseo\ri-
vate property interests, as most private homeowoels own
the surface rights to their lands and not the stibse rights;

THAT miners are not required to notify a landowrer
fore driving a stake through their backyard and therent
regulations allow miners to establish camps, stoe, trench
and use explosives with no YESAA assessment redjsme
long as these activities are below a certain tiolestand

THAT this House urges the Yukon government to issue
temporary mineral-staking ban within municipal bdaries
and in residential areas until, through land usE@sses, citi-
zens determine which areas are appropriate fomgpini

| rise to give notice of the following mo-

Mr. Silver:
tion:

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon to in
crease funding to the Royal Canadian Mounted Pdlideivi-
sion to aid them in solving outstanding major cneases.

| rise to give notice of the following mo-
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| also give notice of the following motion:

Hon. Mr. Graham: That's exactly what we are doing.

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon to ei We are looking at any number of different propogatsa full

ther plow the roads into the new Grizzly Valley division to
allow people to begin work on their new homes aeed the
deadline for construction of new homes by six msnth

| also give notice of the following motion:

spectrum of housing and this spectrum includes lpeojith
disabilities; it includes people who are hard tausey and we
include FASSY, as you said.

So this government is looking at a whole rangeifféi:nt
options for housing these folks. We're still in theocess of

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon takvo evaluating many of the proposals that we have vedeiand

with the private sector to improve cellular service rural
Yukon.

Speaker: Is there a statement by a minister?
This then brings us to Question Period.

QUESTION PERIOD

Question re: FASD supportive housing

Ms. Stick:
form and in the Speech from the Throne that thelidoe fund-
ing provided to Options for Independence Societgt tbur-
rently provides supported housing to individualshwfietal al-
cohol spectrum disorder. This funding is to inceei®e hous-
ing units from six to 24. Will the minister explaiow this so-
ciety was chosen to provide this service over aimerogroup
or organization and how the decision fits withire tHepart-
ment’s policy or strategy on housing?

Hon. Mr. Graham:
Society was chosen as a result of a request fgrogeds that
went out to a number of different organizations hivit the
Whitehorse area. Their proposal was judged to beb#st of
the ones received and consequently received — lgrivdue
course, receive the funding to proceed with thesppsal.

Ms. Stick:
been told they will receive some funding, but isrently under
investigation by this government. Complaints wegdma year
ago to Corporate Affairs by a group of concerned aredible
citizens. Issues raised include concerns aboubpleeations of
the board and complaints from residents about softiee ac-
tions being taken by the society, including unfaiiction no-
tices and unsafe living conditions.

Will the minister explain why the society would bamed
as a recipient of more funding to provide more ervwhile
under active investigation by this government?

Hon. Mr. Graham:
posals were received, the society was not undessiigation.
Consequently, the investigation came to light. Wk lve pro-
ceeding with a Management Board submission, arndopanat
submission will require several conditions beingt mpeor to
any funding taking place.

Ms. Stick:
investigation yet, | would like to ask the ministghether he
would consult and work with all agencies providsggvices to
these individuals with disabilities, such as theaF&lcohol
Syndrome Society of Yukon, Association for Commyritv-
ing, and People First Society to come up with arckousing
strategy that will address all housing concernstffii popula-
tion before we go ahead with increasing fundinthie society
when we don't yet know the results.

Mr. Speaker, at the time the pro-

we will roll them out in due course.

Question re:  Continuing care facilities, patient ca re
and safety
Ms. Stick: Mr. Speaker, we are all aware from the

media reports of alleged incidents of assault midemts at
Copper Ridge Place that have been reported by yamém-

bers. Families have met together to discuss tleged assaults
and to try to find positive solutions. | would ndtet the min-

This government announced in its plat-jgier has sat down with family members and my egjie here.

When a resident in any of our facilities suffersisdy it is ex-
tremely disturbing to everyone. We empathize gyeatith
those families.

Will the Minister of Health and Social Servicesamnh the
House what follow-up he has made to the issuesféamailies
and friends have flagged as important and requirmgediate
attention?

Hon. Mr. Graham: As | informed the member oppo-

The Options for Independence gjte we sat down with the families, not only trepdrtment. |

sat down and discussed these issues with the &aritiem-
selves. | don’'t mean to attempt to downplay théoseness of
these incidents, but you have to remember who welealing
with in continuing care facilities. These incideritave hap-
pened in the past, and, despite our best effortedaontrary,

The Options for Independence Society hasy; probably occur in the future.

One of the incidents took place right in the middfethe
day room. There was absolutely no attempt to Hid&/e are
dealing with people who have, in some cases, disabj and
in some cases, mild or even advanced forms of demmelve
are not talking about people who would normallyrgaout
these kinds of actions in the normal sense of spcldere are
problems up there in dealing with these folks, Wwatare trying
to address them.

In the coming year we will also have an accreditateam
visiting Yukon to carry out the accreditation ofrdacilities.
We look forward to that as well.

Ms. Stick: | would like to thank the minister for re-
sponding to documents we did send to him last weakDe-
cember 9. In response to meetings and the formafiangroup
of concerned family members, the NDP caucus haduwaged
the minister to look into the role they would play hearing

Because we don't know the results of thiscomplaints and making improvements at Copper RRigee.

To that, the minister wrote, “While we are intéeskin
working with any community advocacy group, it isalcriti-
cally important that we hear from the 100-plus fgnmem-
bers.”

My question, Mr. Speaker: can the minister provsdene
details about how he will include these family memsbin
terms of improving the care at Copper Ridge Plaxbat other
long-term care facilities within the Yukon?
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Hon. Mr. Graham: Mr. Speaker, we are always look-
ing at ways to improve the care at any of our cantig care
facilities. As part of this improvement strategye wontinually
meet with the families of the residents. In facthihk it was
just last week that we had a meeting, to whicHaatily mem-
bers were invited. We listened to their concerng] at the
same time we provided the avenues for their comscésnbe
brought forward to the administration of these ouribg care
homes.

We found that most families are very, very happthvtihe
care that they are receiving in the homes, anbefe are im-
provements to be made, we will continue to do #saivell.

Ms. Stick:
by family and some public that there is a needldgislation
that would set out standards for the safety ofepési in con-
tinuing care. Legislation is in place in some pmpés and has
proven to be effective. Many of the concerns wigigard to
patient safety and care in the Yukon are only agkiré in the
department’s policy and regulations.

Will the minister consider tabling legislation thabuld
respond to the need for care and protection andunements
of these for our patients who are under his respuitg?

Hon. Mr. Graham: Again, as | said, we're always in-
terested in speaking to anybody who is interestad, we will
consider this as a request for legislation. | &tdlieve that the
most effective care in our continuing care fa@htiis provided
by staff — good, high-quality staff — following poy and
procedures that are outlined very clearly at thes@nt time.
I’m convinced that we do have that staff. As | daédore, there
are small problems that will occur from time to ¢éipand those
will continue occurring whether we have legislatimnnot. So
we will consider it. | don’t rule it out completelfput it's not
really high on my agenda.

Question re:  Yukon Forum

Mr. Elias: I have a question for the Premier today.

In October of 2003, Yukon’s Premier, the Grand Chbie
the Council of Yukon First Nations, and chiefs e tself-
governing First Nations set up the Yukon Forum gfaae for
dialogue among governments. The forum was expeotattet
four times a year. Under the previous Yukon Pattg, forum
did not meet regularly, and by the end of the mendeas basi-
cally defunct. The last meeting took place over fgars ago,
in September of 2009. However, the Premier comuahitéest
week to reintroduce the Yukon Forum, and this igositive
step.

When will the forum meet and what agenda items thil
Premier be bringing to the table?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: Thank you for the question. Yes,
indeed, re-institutionalizing the Yukon Forum iprority that
we laid out during the campaign and, in fact, wathie throne
speech and again spoken in the House on a couplecaéions.
We want to move forward with this. | think it is portant. We
all agree that there are a number of things thaheed to do
together, in terms of the economy, but also dealkiity oppor-
tunities and dealing with priorities or issues taia out there.

We have received a letter from the Grand Chiefhaf t
Council of Yukon First Nations and we will be wankitoward

creating an agenda, not just based on what we teatdlk
about, but what everybody wants to talk about. Wpehto be
moving forward with that in the new year.

Mr. Elias: In the Cooperation in Governance Adt
says the purpose of the forum is to provide a mdanshe
members to discuss issues of common concern amdifide
opportunities and common priorities for cooperatagtion.
The Yukon Forum was envisioned as a roll-up-yoeegés
venue for the Government of Yukon and Yukon Firsitidbh
governments to discuss the big picture items fathegterri-
tory.

I want to advise the Premier that this is a two-ws#get,

Mr. Speaker, the suggestion has been madand it has not been for the previous Yukon Partyegament.

One of the reasons the forum fell apart was thenéorPre-
mier's insistence on controlling what items werd pa the
agenda. Will the Premier commit to jointly develogithe
agendas for these Yukon Forum meetings with Yukost F
Nations?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: The short answer to that is yes.
What we will be doing is looking for those thindsat, as the
honourable member mentioned, we want to do togetiver
will get our senior people together to really lde tground-
work, so that when we do get together, as the edeafficials,
we will then be able to really constructively loak what the
opportunities are and be able to move forward @sdhissues
that are identified, not only by the governmentt by the
Council of Yukon First Nations and all the othersEiNations.

Mr. Elias:
Premier to be successful. | want the Yukon Forunbecsuc-
cessful, and if Yukon Forum is successful, thehatles well
for our whole territory. Then the intergovernmenfarum
could be successful, and that is with the MinistieAboriginal
Affairs and Northern Development — when he is atttible.

If we look at the issues that face us today inteuwitory,
whether it be housing, women’s issues, educatioadugtion
rates, the strength of our economy, the strengthhealth of
our environment — this is why I'm asking these dioes,
because it's going to take leadership, and theretking in this
territory that we can'’t solve, in my mind, if wed @lush in the
same direction to solve those issues.

Again, I'll ask a simple question: how does the rRier
envision the Yukon Forum working for the long teamder his
watch, during his mandate and beyond?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: | think the foundation of this be-
gins with communication, and | think that's somathithat is
fundamental to see the Yukon Forum succeed. | goesbhe
what | should do is really talk about some of theysvby which
we do get together to talk, and that's through aotiagon.
There are a number of different venues through kvkive do
provide consultation. First we have a legal oblayatfor con-
sultation, and that’s through timbrella Final Agreemerdand
through the treaties. We also consult based ontetatike the
Yukon Environmental and Socio-Economic Assessment A
There are obligations there.

Other agreements, such as the devolution trangfierea
ment — we also consult when it comes to pointsarfimon

| ask these questions because | want the



December 12, 2011

HANSARD

149

law and we also consult for policy reasons too,clwhis really
promoting and encouraging good governance.

| do believe that what we can do is find those essof
common interest, that we can move forward. As theniver
opposite suggested, on some occasions that willraksan tak-
ing this to the next level, and that would be bimiggn the fed-
eral government as well, to work together on thesaes that
they truly need to partner with us — creating aettisg in
place the consistency of seeing this process mmwveafd on a
regular basis on the long term.

Question re:  Dawson City daycare

Mr. Silver: In my Reply to the Speech from the
Throne, | highlighted a community issue that netedbe re-
solved. The situation at the Little Blue DaycareDawson is
dire. The Dawson daycare was resurrected by paderdo a
need for a service, and it is running today on ity desis. The
main issues are staffing and funding uncertaintyeyrare be-
ing weighed down with paperwork and cannot compeith
what other daycares in the community pay; not elese.

The Dawson daycare is one of two non-profit daycare
cieties in the Yukon, the other one being in Watisake. They
are surviving on CDF grants because they have ne fumd-
ing.

Is the government prepared to work with the daydare
ensure it can keep its doors open?

Hon. Mr. Graham: Currently this government funds
daycares, according to the regulations, and we awsdy day-
care in the territory on an equitable basis acogrdp those
regulations; we’ll continue to do so.

Mr. Silver:
definitely a unique one that doesn't really necels#ollow
under the auspices of regular care for daycares.

The director from the Dawson daycare is receivigg n
tional awards, recognizing her contributions to ation in
Canada. Yet she is days away from being shut dosoause
her territorial government seems to not feel thed & worth
this extra money. If daycare were under the Edanatiinistry,
this would be a no-brainer. One dollar spent oncatian in
preschool equates to $8 spent on education indubbols. The
daycare needs long-term commitment to funding. Té$teyuld
not be left to hope that a CDF application “may”dggproved.
This is the type of uncertainty that would mean ¢hd to this
facility.

What steps is the government prepared to take saren
that the Dawson daycare remains open?

Hon. Mr. Graham: Mr. Speaker, once again | can
only reiterate what | said previously. We fundddlycares; we
have regulations in effect that determine how meabh day-
care is funded and we’ll continue to follow thosgulations.

Mr. Silver:
ing and funding uncertainty. This pay that the stexi speaks
of is not enough money. The pay grid starts atéibour and,
through local fundraising, they had to increass thi $14 an
hour locally. At $14 an hour, the daycare is stilable to com-
pete for workers and they only retain workers tihaty have
because they believe in the director and her visBiaff con-
tinuously gets poached from the other daycaresusecthey

cannot compete. This facility is the only optiom fery many
parents in my community and it is also in my coesition an
“essential service.”

Is the government prepared to enter into a longtiemd-
ing agreement which does not exist currently with Dawson
daycare to ensure that the facility continues terate?

Hon. Mr. Graham: In the past few years, our gov-
ernment has increased direct operating grantsycades by 40
percent. We've increased wages for daycare work&fesve
also enhanced through Yukon College childcare itrgin
We've enhanced the childcare subsidy and we've made
commitment in our own platform to continue doingttland to
look at further enhancements in the future. Thatgt | can
promise at this time.

Question re:  Yukon oil and gas

Mr. Tredger: The other day this House heard from
the minister that Energy, Mines and Resources tivedg re-
viewing fracking as an unconventional form of na#b gas
extraction in the Yukon.

Will the minister tell this House how long officiahave
been undertaking these reviews?

Hon. Mr. Cathers: Again, as | indicated to the mem-
ber the other day, it does detract from our abtlitjhave a con-
structive debate in this Assembly if the memberstoet listen
to the answers | give or read the Blues afterwarbear what
was actually said. Again, what | pointed out to khember for
Mayo-Tatchun, the NDP energy critic, is in facttthsth this
area and all areas related to oil and gas developrttee staff
of Energy, Mines and Resources are involved inemiig

The situation at the Dawson daycare iswhat is done in other jurisdictions, and being amate on all

matters related to oil and gas development.

Again, the member is fixated on something thathés t
point is very much a hypothetical question. Ther@o active
proposal to do fracking in the Yukon.

Mr. Tredger: | am glad to hear that Energy, Mines
and Resources is reviewing it because recentlycomepany
indicated that fracking is being considered as jgtion in the
Yukon. It is our understanding that two other sitethe Yukon
are also being considered by Energy, Mines and URess for
testing and exploration for the next year. The stérn has
stated that he will consider proposals from inte@scompa-
nies. Let’'s get ahead of the curve.

Does the minister intend to bring back to this Hous
amendments to legislation to address fracking leefoy test-
ing, exploration or development occurs in the Yukon

Hon. Mr. Cathers: Again, unfortunately, | am in a
situation of having to repeat what | said befor¢h® member.
It would be much more helpful to debate in this &ably if he
listened to the answers | gave and reflected atalyran them.

Once again the main issues here are staffAs | pointed out to the member opposite, in NortimeXica,

over 60 percent of all oil wells and 85 percenalyfgas wells
are hydraulically fractured and percentages areasing. Hy-
draulic fracturing was developed in the early 1950sl has
been used worldwide since that time.

Again, | have to reiterate what | said to the menéwl to
his colleague a number of times in this House. dffs from
Energy, Mines and Resources are focused on — icahtext
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of reviewing best practices related to oil and gaghey are
focused on understanding what is done in othesdlisiions
and ensuring that our practices and anything thetallow in
the Yukon put public health and the environmenpasmount
considerations.

Mr. Tredger: Recently, the US Environmental Pro-
tection Agency concluded that highly toxic and @&pcausing
fluids from shale gas drilling most likely contarated the
shallow groundwater in Wyoming. This was despiteuaasnces
from the industry to the contrary.

| appreciate the minister's comments about thetgafied
well-being of Yukoners and our environment, butavé also
heard him say that there is a possibility that thél consider
the use of fracking in the Yukon. | ask again: wlie minister
commit here and now to a moratorium until full ssdkquate
scientific studies and public consultation haverbeempleted?

Hon. Mr. Cathers: Again, | have to reiterate to the
member opposite, as outlined in the energy stratedyhave a
copy right here — available on-line. The DepartmehEn-
ergy, Mines and Resources staff of Oil and Gas &ess are
doing exactly what was outlined as a priority actom page 19
of the energy strategy: “Update best practicessfosironmen-
tally responsible oil and gas exploration and deelent.”

Again, | point out to the member that he’s dealivith a
hypothetical situation. He is referring to a preetithat —
while he refers to specific cases of inappropriatetices that
led to unacceptable situations — the actual praatichydrau-
lic fracturing is used in over 60 percent of all wells and 85
percent of all gas wells in North America.

So, again, for the member to point to examplew/toére
regulations and good practices have not been felthvas the
example of what he believes all cases of hydrafuticturing
will occur, is simply not an accurate view of theiation. But,
again, for the member, there is no active propo§ahe type
he’s referring to. Staff are reviewing practicesiicipation of
possible future proposals.

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

Point of order
Mr. Tredger: My question was whether or not the
minister will institute a moratorium. | don’t belie he an-
swered that question.
Some Hon. Member:
Speaker:
the point of order.
Hon. Mr. Cathers: On the point of order, there is no
point of order and | have answered the question.

(Inaudible)

Speaker’s ruling

Speaker:  There is no point of order.
Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)
Speaker:  There is no point of order.

Question re: Mining regulatory uncertainty

Mr. Tredger: In the Yukon Minerals Advisory
Board’s most recent report, the number one isseebittard
identified is a concern over the oversight and guion of wa-
ter in the Yukon — namely, they wish to see thertarization

Minister of Energy, Mines and Resources, onJ

of the Yukon Environmental and Socio-economic Assesnt
Board and the Yukon Water Board.

In the Western Copper case, the judge ruled theeiWat
Board is not required to issue a licence, evehdffroject gets
a YESAA approval. The judge said the Water Boardle in
licensing is different and more specialized tharSYAB’s. The
Water Board is doing its job.

Will the minister clarify his position on the autumy and
independence of the Water Board with regard to Yh&on
Minerals Advisory Board’s request for harmonizafion

Hon. Mr. Cathers: Unfortunately, once again | have
to point out to the NDP member that, if he listeb@grevious
Question Periods — in this case, a response | gatiee Lib-
eral Member for Klondike — his question was already
swered. | pointed out there are some inconsistsriciprocess;
there’s a licensing process improvement team frioenWater
Board Secretariat, from YESAB and from the depanimne
working on trying to improve the way they work tdiger,
while respecting — as | emphasized the other dag, \aill
emphasize again — the independence of those regyiatoc-
esses.

Mr. Tredger: We hear words about harmonization and
streamlining. These words are often buzzwords dorganiza-
tion and reduction of environmental oversight. Tdieer day
the minister referred to the activities of a lideigsprocess im-
provement team. While we applaud efforts to ensureeffi-
cient and clear process for applicants, we remaimcerned
that the government’s improvement team may achiexe
monization reduction at the expense of environmestéavard-
ship.

Will the minister clearly state that the improverntzam’s
mandate is not to undermine the environmental aylerof
water and mining activities?

Hon. Mr. Cathers: All I can urge the member to do is
to read the Blues, reddansardand what | actually said, be-
cause his questions are taking a very differemdpinto left
field from what was said. What | would again pomtt, as |
did the other day, is the licensing process impmueet team is
all about improving the way the separate processa¥ to-
gether to ensure they're assessing what needs tsdEssed,
and doing so in as straightforward and clear a raaag possi-
ble, working together in the assessment to bestsess the pro-
ject — again | emphasize, as | did the other daywhite main-
taining the independence of those separate regylgimc-
esses.

As I've said a number of times to the member, fastl
foremost, protection of the environment and prabecof pub-
lic health and safety remain paramount consideratior this

government.

Mr. Tredger: No more questions on that topic, Mr.
Speaker.
Questionre:  Old Crow grief counselling

Mr. Elias: | have a question for the Health minister to-

day. | just got back from my community of Old Crounfor-
tunately, | had to attend another funeral. In tagkio many of
my constituents over the years, we've lost dozdrseople in
our community. | was going to do this in personwhuer,



December 12, 2011

HANSARD

151

we're dealing with compound grief in Old Crow anémy of
the parents within the Chief Zzeh Gittlit Schootlamommunity
members are requesting the Minister of Health amelab Ser-
vices’ assistance in providing grief counselling # longer
period of time than what is present now.

I'll ask the Minister of Health and Social Servicesll he
be able to help my constituents in Old Crow in deplwith
compound grief?

Hon. Mr. Graham: Mr. Speaker, | will have to take
the question under advisement because I'm notinestaat we
are doing at the present time, but we're alwaysdpesugges-
tions and if the request can be accommodated, wddwoe
happy to do so within reasonable bounds.

Mr. Elias: Again, over my time as MLA, we’ve lost
dozens of people in our small community of Old Crdtv
touches each and everyone’s lives, right from ttesl kids to
the elders. Whether it be cancer or suicides oromethicle
accidents, you name it, it has happened at Old Cvéhat has
come to my attention is that | am being asked ey ybung
people of my community. We've lost six, or maybgesg very
young people and it's affecting the whole communitigere’s
not enough time actually for someone to grieve erypand so
all the resources that we have in Old Crow are @dpput in
dealing with this compound grief. So if there isyiéang that
the minister can do to help our community immedyatiiring
this time of need — during the Christmas holidayscan the
minister provide any assurance to my community tiatcan
get help during the holidays?

Hon. Mr. Graham: Again, Mr. Speaker, | have every
sympathy for the member opposite and will be hafipylo
what we can do. Again, | will have to take the diogsunder
advisement because I'm just not aware of departipelities
in this area.

Mr. Elias: I'll just give the minister a little bit of in-
sight as to the commitment from our citizens of Gldw.

| believe the Premier and some member of his Cabiag
the opportunity to visit Tlo-Kut. It is a traditiah gathering
place of the Vuntut Gwitchin First Nation. They dreailding a
number of tent frames and two large buildings tuaty have
an on-the-land treatment facility for the Vuntut ®in citi-
zens and any other Yukoners, for that matter, wishwo at-
tend such programs. The building is almost compdeie it is
ready to be occupied. For any programs or sentizé®lp the
community of Old Crow to deal with grieving, theciiities are
already there.

The question for the Minister of Health and Soctalr-
vices is this: how does he envision meeting ourroamity of
Old Crow half way, to deal with this important igsof not
only grieving, but alcohol and drug addictions, dnfilling
the mandate of the people of Old Crow to utilize fhcilities
of Tlo-Kut healing centre?

Hon. Mr. Graham:
panded from a simple of question of grief counsgllio a
whole new area. I'll have to take it under advisetrend come
back with an answer in the future.

Speaker:
elapsed. We will now proceed to Orders of the Day.

This question seems to have ex-

The time for Question Period has now

ORDERS OF THE DAY

Hon. Mr. Cathers: Mr. Speaker, | move that the
Speaker do now leave the Chair and that the Has#ve into
Committee of the Whole.

Speaker: It has been moved by the Government House
Leader that the Speaker do now leave the Chairtlaaidthe
House resolve into the Committee of the Whole.

Motion agreed to

Speaker leaves the Chair

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE

Chair (Ms. McLeod):  Order please. Committee of the
Whole will now come to order. The matter before @ammmit-
tee is Bill No. 3,Second Appropriation Act, 2011-120 mem-
bers wish a brief recess?

All Hon. Members: Agreed.

Chair: We will recess for 15 minutes, please.

Recess

Chair: Committee of the Whole will now come to or-

der.

Bill No. 3: Second Appropriation Act, 2011-12 —
continued

Chair: The matter before the Committee is general de-
bate on Vote 7, Economic Development.

Department of Economic Development

Hon. Mr. Dixon: In speaking to the fall 2011 supple-
mentary budget on Economic Development, I'd likes&y the
Department of Economic Development envisions amegcy
driven by a healthy private sector that is expagdih a pace
that maximizes opportunities for Yukon businesses work-
ers.

Our vision includes one that embraces Yukon Fieidths
as key partners in a thriving economy. It also siovis both
regional and sectoral economic growth that divesifour
economy. The department continues to support aludfon’s
strategic sectors, including resource developméotyism,
culture, film and sound, forestry, agriculture, fitihng and
trapping, as well as its knowledge-based industied value-
added manufacturing. Maintaining the Yukon's extegm
competitive general tax environment, which promatesst-
ment in the territory, is also a contributing facto our eco-
nomic growth.

| rise today to introduce the supplementary budget,1-
12, for the Department of Economic DevelopmentsThidget
seeks approval for an overall increase in departahepera-
tion and maintenance expenditures of $1.943 million the
capital side of the budget, we seek approval inaimeunt of
$373,000 in expenditures. Operation and maintenegxaver-
ies in the amount of $70,000 are also represergedwenue in
the supplementary budget.

Madam Chair, the majority of the supplementary afsl|
signify revotes. A number of third party projecteddnitiatives
funded through the department’s programs were owipteted
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by 2010-11 fiscal year-end and, as such, wereethiver to
the 2011-12 fiscal year. There are a variety ofgmts within
the Business and Industry Development branch’s Ogi\g-
plementary, which is $1.114 million, that have besmried
over to 2011-12 as revotes. | will summarize a fewthese
projects.

The Yukon Cold Climate Innovation Centre is a partn
ship between applied researchers, industry and rgment,
dedicated to developing, commercializing and expgrsus-
tainable cold climate technologies. These revotaithis will
go toward the continuation of projects that focums applied
research around cold and varying climatic condgian the
Yukon.

The enterprise trade fund supports business develop
and market expansion of Yukon businesses. Froingegption
in 2004 to the fall of this year, over $3.2 milliemsupport 450
projects has been approved for Yukon businessegserh
revoted dollars are third party projects that witisure Yukon
businesses achieve a competitive advantage innextemar-
kets.

The strategic
Yukon’'s commitment to foster the development of ¥nls
strategic industries that have the potential tceget® increases
in Yukon’s economic output. From its inception hetfall of
this year, the fund has invested approximately $iom to-
ward 97 projects. These revoted dollars will stiatelstrategic
projects in the natural resource, tourism and cettesearch,
innovation and commercialization sectors.

Also carried forward are projects funded by the dfuk
Film and Sound Commission through five Yukon filntén-
tive programs and through the Yukon sound recorginy
gram. These programs provide local artists withoopmities
to develop their craft and encourage production pames
from outside Yukon to film in the Yukon.

tainable economic or social benefits to Yukon comities.
Since reinstatement of this program in 2003 tof#tleof this
year, approximately $25.5 million has been investedhun-
dreds of community projects throughout the Yukohe TDF
has three funding categories and several applitaititake
deadlines. For applicants seeking funding undetidte3 cate-
gory, which is funding greater than $75,000, thisrene intake
deadline each year, falling in January. The fundilegisions
for this intake are made in April and, as such,eappn the
supplementary budget as a revote. This programmg¥ to
grow in popularity, with a history of supportingnade variety
of community initiatives, groups and events.

Turning to the capital side of the budget, Corporaer-
vices indicates an increase of $8,000, which refléechnical
equipment purchases not completed by fiscal yedrag also
reflects the life cycle replacement of office wdgtions. The
Business and Industry Development branch increas¢he
amount of $365,000 also represents revotes.

Through the Government of Canada’s community devel-
opment trust fund, funding was transferred to thiitéorse

industries development fund support€hamber of Commerce to project-coordinate a busimpes-

gram that will assist individuals with the earlyaphing stages
of their business endeavours. This amount alseatsfla fund-
ing transfer to Yukon College to develop a pilobjpct with
curriculum design to assist Yukon entrepreneurs.e Th
supplementary amount of $205,000 will extend theagietion

of these two initiatives into 2011-12.

Revoted dollars in the amount of $53,000, also utide
Business and Industry Development branch, represeatket-
ing finalization of theYukonic webisode project, partially
funded by the Canadian Northern Economic Developmen
Agency’s community adjustment fund.

The film industry in the Yukon continues to be sgaand
these revoted dollars contributed to the productibh3 webi-

The community access program is a Government of Carsode commercials, entitleclikoni¢ that advertised Yukon as a

ada initiative, administered by Industry Canadal emanaged
by Yukon government. The program aims to provid&ofiers
with affordable public access to the Internet amel skills re-
quired to use it effectively. For over 10 years dhicbugh 28
site locations, CAP has been facilitating this s@rto Yukon-
ers who would not normally have computer accesscek or

at home. Revoted dollars of $137,000 and new funaif

$70,000 will continue the department’s work withalstholder
groups to ensure delivery of the service for 20217lhe reve-
nue allocated in the supplementary budget will shawcovery
in the amount of $70,000 to reflect the amountndéd to the
Government of Yukon by Industry Canada for the iraration

of this program.

The department’s regional economic developmentdtran
manages two funding programs that have projects Gsried
forward into 2011-12. The Regional Economic Devaiept
fund was established to support an inclusive armdpcehen-
sive approach to developing regional economic @#sr From
its inception in 2004 to the fall of this year, thend has in-
vested approximately $2.75 million in 135 Yukonjpats.

premier wilderness and snow film location. Thisigreat op-
portunity as Yukon has a great deal to offer thidustry in
terms of our dependable snow, spectacular wildernkesg
daylight hours, and our unique settings and sudimgs. The
project provided employment and mentorship oppadtiesfor
approximately 40 members of Yukon’s film industry.

Madam Chair, the objectives of the Department ob-Ec
nomic Development include the continued developnana
sustainable and competitive Yukon economy that wilfich
the quality of life for all Yukoners. The departmhantinues
to pursue economic initiatives with the sharedorisof pros-
perity, partnership and innovation.

We are furthering the mandate and objectives ofQlbe
partment of Economic Development through our qf@sthe
2011-12 supplementary budget. Our vision contindes
Yukon’s economic growth and prosperity for all Yulevs. The
values, goals and objectives of the departmentiroamto help
build and diversify Yukon’s economy in support ajcal,
small- and medium-sized businesses, First Natiomnconities,
and all Yukoners. Our vision for a continued, persps

The long-standing community development fund was deYukon is outlined in ouPathways to Prosperitgocument that

signed to fund projects in advance to provide lterga, sus-
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demonstrates an economic growth perspective, Ingildhe
Yukon economy for many years to come.

The Yukon Cold Climate Innovation Centre is a tragmus
example of that in developing what | think is ancelent

Thank you, Madam Chair, and | welcome questionmfro growing sector of our economy on the research ditlere are

the opposition.

Ms. Stick:
reading these documents and trying to follow aldrigank the
minister for the information he gave.

| do have some questions that | would like to askhe-
first one being: with regard to the Yukon entregemsupport
program, and asking where | might find more infotiora on
that — | was looking on the Economic Developmenbsii
and | wasn't able to find any.

| was also asking about this program because ésnttat
it was voted zero to date and | wondered whenplia came
into being after the mains had been voted on — dkiga
$205,000. The webisode is the same; it was votedate as
zero and has gone up, and $53,000 was added tdhbigh it
showed at the mains as zero; it was not includedhything.

So could | have some answers on that first? Theave
some other questions.

Hon. Mr. Dixon:
question regarding the entrepreneurship program,aitnew
program and one you may have seen advertised hgdant
local papers and on radio. It's a program hostecbimunction
with the college and it's a part of our overall gead response
and support for small and medium enterprises. Wedramit-
ted to providing programs and services to supputtsaimulate
the development of growth of Yukon small-and medized
enterprises.

a number of opportunities through the college rigbtv and

Madam Chair, this is my first attempt at through the Yukon Research Centre. There are a eumb

really world-class researchers doing work in th&afunow as
a result of our creation of the Yukon Research eeWe are
seeing some development in that industry.

In regard to the member’s question about Faro,ake it
under consideration. | haven’t seen anything imgeof a for-
mal proposal to use Faro as a schooling mecharisinit is
something we could consider. The Department of Booa
Development has no plans regarding the Faro mieeasid the
remediation program at this time.

Ms. Stick: | also would like to ask a bit about CETA,
or the trade agreement with the European Uniorthénspring
the Yukon government announced that Economic Dewvedmt
and Executive Council Office officials would be rtiag in
Ottawa in a negotiating session to take a postionhe Euro-
pean Union with respect to the CETA free trade .deedcure-

In regard to the member opposite’s ment — the buying of goods and services — is aéleynent

in the tool kit of government. Europeans’ biggestnand in
the lead-up to negotiations was the access to pownts by
municipal and subnational governments. There haes lzon-
cerns raised from the Association of Yukon Commasiand
from the Union of British Columbia Municipalities.

The Union of British Columbia Municipalities passed
resolution that calls upon the Government of Cartagaevent
the European Union access to municipal and subreltjoro-

Through the Department of Economic Development, weurements. Can the minister share what the Yukoreme

provide business development support, informatiod advi-
sory services to Yukon small and medium enterpribesugh
partnerships with non-governmental organizatiomgjustry
associations and through direct assistance. This iexample
of that in dealing with the college.

We also provide a number of supports for diveraijyour
economy through the development of the film anchsldndus-
try, as the member had asked. She asked aboutukenic
films, | believe. That was an excellent program ahhoffered
the opportunity for local filmmakers to developith@wvn short
webisodes and was a resounding success.

Ms. Stick:
tion, we'd like to raise in the House today theaidd making
other educational investments in Yukon College teate a
cutting-edge school of mines focusing in particutaareas of
expertise working in northern climates, settinghhignviron-
mental standards, and remediation at Faro.

When talking about economic diversifica-

ment’s position would be? What are the issues amdhas the
public been involved in the shaping of the Yukomégotiating
position at the table?

Has the minister done any analysis of the poteirtipacts
this proposed trade deal could have, and has finister nego-
tiated a clear and permanent exemption for ourl Igoaern-
ments here in the Yukon?

Hon. Mr. Dixon: Canada and the European Union
launched negotiations for a comprehensive econdnside
agreement in Ottawa, October 19, 2009. | am happgport
that, for the first time, provinces and territoriea® part of the
Canadian negotiating team and can attend negafiaégsions
relating to issues within their jurisdictions.

Reducing international trade barriers benefits Q@
businesses, workers and consumers and contribates t
stronger economy for the benefit of all CanadiaesyYukon’s
position has always been that increased trade eribgwith

How does the department look at expanding our educahe European Union is a positive step forward. W¢ same

tional system at the college to increase this econaevelop-
ment? And has there been consideration of possibking use
of Faro as a training centre for reclamation warl &raining?
Hon. Mr. Dixon:
tion about the opportunities at Yukon College, luwdbhave to
agree. There is a tremendous opportunity in Yukorthe ad-
vancement of the innovation, technology and comrakze-
tion sector. We do a number of initiatives with ttadlege, and
in conjunction with other organizations, to devetbpt sector.

time, as a small developing economy, the Governnunt
Yukon recognizes the need to assist our new buseset
grow and diversify. Ensuring that Yukon continues have

In regard to the member’s observa- access to the necessary tools for achieving ecanstréngth

and diversification is an important objective fog in these
negotiations.

| think that sums up our role in the negotiatidtis.a posi-
tive one, and it’s important that Yukon voices heard at these
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negotiating tables, and they are right now for tingt time,
Madam Chair.

Ms. Stick:
Minister of Economic Development. It has to do wittose
numbers that we see in the “voted to date” wheitadicates
“zero”. According to thérinancial Administration Manualwe
can put down a number of $1, but when it's “zelib’tloesn’t
show that there has been planning when the maimatss
were done. My question to the minister would beexefs the
planning? Why do we see a number of zeros in thlisnen and
not clear planning, but more planning on an adldaxis?

Hon. Mr. Dixon:
that the member opposite is seeing, this is nodumse of a lack
of planning at all. The two projects | can speakudbare the
community development trust, which is the Yukonrepte-
neurs program. You will see a zero there “voteddte”, and in
the supplementary request there is $205,000.

For the community adjustment fund, which is the ¥k
film industry commercial development project, fdretyear
2011-12, voted to date, is zero, and the suppleangmeéquest
is $53,000. These are new programs. This isn'th ¢d plan-
ning. These are pilot programs, and they have lheathed by
other agencies up until now. That is why you se¢ teflected
here.

Ms. Stick:
funded by other agencies, I'm presuming he meatisirwihe
government. | would be surprised if | heard thatr¢hwas
money being transferred between departments fderdift
projects.

I'll just again go back to thd=inancial Administration

Madam Chair, in regard to the zeros

Ms. Stick:
tions | have here. Th¥ukonEconomic Outlook 2011 the

| just have one general question for theNovember update we recently had — announced araserin

GDP of three to four percent, population down dligto
35,300, unemployment at 5.5 percent, exploratiob3a0 mil-
lion — double the record of $157 million for 2010 much of
this due to the high mineral prices.

The concern is: how are we preparing for when itresi-
table boom busts? What work does Economic Developiohe
in terms of insulating the Yukon’s economy fromsthiust cy-
cle?

Hon. Mr. Dixon: That's an excellent question by the
member opposite. There are a number of ways tleaY ttkkon
government works to diversify our economy to enstirat
we’re insulated from any fluctuations in commodtyces.

| would correct the member opposite in her synopkibe
economic outlook — the population of Yukon was attjuup,
not down. In fact, the number of employed actudlyip at a
record high and our population is increasing.

In terms of the programs we have to diversify tbene@my
— we recognize, of course, that the backbone ofYhkon
economy is in the natural resources sector, buttiog and
developing other industries in other sectors ofébenomy is
paramount for Yukon government and the Departméico-

When the minister says they have beemomic Development.

As | mentioned in my speech earlier, there arerabar of
sectors of the economy that we assist and devé#apdo that
through the strategic industries development progrevhich
supports government’s commitment to foster the kbgreent
of Yukon'’s strategic industries that have the pti&tmno gener-

Manual where we can put down $1 when we know there’s ate increases in the Yukon’s economic output. Guwent of

program coming. The $1 vote is a constitutionalcpca and
courtesy to the Legislature that encourages theuetability
of the government Cabinet to the Legislative Asdgrahd the
control of the Assembly overexpenditures.

Can the minister please speak to this again?

Hon. Mr. Dixon:
we've applied for federal funding, so the $1 mem¢id is used
in some cases — this is not one of those where ezl tho.
They are programs that haven’t occurred yet, soenadplying
for federal funding.

Ms. Stick: If it's money that we're applying for —
then we talked about the webisode program undeiythen
film industry commercial development. That's a putj that
has already gone ahead and is completed, as faunder-
stand. The Yukon entrepreneur support program étbat is
already occurring at the college, as | understand i

So | don't see anywhere where it says we're apglyor
government funding for that. We do talk about restms —
the community access program getting $70,000, Haitwould
not cover the $257,000 that's just in these twe ltams.

Hon. Mr. Dixon:
new money. That's money that was voted in thedpgropria-
tion and are now revoted because they weren't sgérdt's
because, in a number of cases, they just werelgttalget the
projects done within the fiscal year, so that moigeyeing
revoted. That's why the member is noting that.

These are programs, for which

Yukon continues to work collaboratively with indosto as-
sess the state of the forestry sector and to iijefutiure pro-
jects that encourage development and pursuit obioppities
that stimulate economic growth and benefits for dfudss.

The Department of Economic Development continues to

work with industry stakeholders and the Departnahtour-
ism and Culture to identify opportunities and errege growth
in Yukon'’s tourism industry and to develop newiatitzes that
include strategy development, business planningwigg
revenues and enhancing export readiness.

Government of Yukon is committed to supporting Yulso
research, innovation and commercialization secer] men-
tioned earlier, which is an area of prime strateégiportance to
the Yukon’s economy. The goal of Yukon’s reseainhpva-
tion and commercialization sector is to enhanceoris over-
all economic self-sufficiency.

Of course, the Film and Sound Commission contirtoes
promote and support programs that were createdwolp
extensive consultation with the local and natiofieh and
sound industries. These programs provide locaktartwith

These are revotes, so they are notopportunities to develop their craft, along withcearaging

production companies from outside Yukon to filmYukon,
thereby promoting tourism and job opportunitiesYaikon.

In the more general sense, | would say that theideat
Pathways to Prosperitgeally outlines, in a more fulsome man-
ner, the ways that the government envisions difyéngj our

I’'m going to move on to a few other ques-
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economy while encouraging the development of wealth

generating industries, promoting business oppdiasiand
increasing benefits to Yukon — while encouraging tlevel-
opment of those enabling factors that allow theneowy to
succeed.

Hon. Mr. Dixon: Under the business incentive pro-
gram, the Government of Yukon — sorry about that.

Yes, of course the Department of Economic Develame
administers the business nominee program, whicklaetes
the immigration process for qualified business peoprovid-

I would encourage the member opposite to review théng Yukon with the ability to nominate potential imgrants to
Pathways to Prosperitdocument if she hasn't already, as thatCitizenship and Immigration Canada.

outlines in much greater detail some of the effartsund eco-
nomic diversification and our overall plan for stgthening
Yukon’s economy.

Ms. Stick:
minister for that answer. We are all happy whencewe see our
artists being able to practise their art of musim, fine arts,
whatever, in the Yukon.

My next question has to do with the Yukon Gold Mipi
Alliance. Economic Development has given contritosi to
the Yukon Gold Mining Alliance, which is a groupathis made
up of companies active in mining and exploration tire
Yukon.

Can the minister please tell us: what is the amthattthe
Yukon government has funded this group, and whatlea tax
payers expect to receive for this funding to thidustry group?

Hon. Mr. Dixon: The Yukon Gold Mining Alliance is
an excellent collaboration between Yukon governmamnd
industry. It's supported by Economic Developmerts kn
industry-led group with a focus on attracting mginvestment
to Yukon. Raising awareness of opportunities in &k min-
ing sector is essential to attracting investment the Gov-
ernment of Yukon welcomes the Yukon Gold Mining iAll
ance’s efforts. Economic Development continues twkwco-
operatively with industry groups and the mining ustty to
market Yukon precious metals and base metal priepeds
attractive investment opportunities.

Another noteworthy feature of the Yukon Gold MiniAb
liance is that all its industry components, all deenpanies that
are a part it have a common view of their environtakand
social responsibilities to the territory. That'sequirement to
join the alliance: meeting a standard of environtalepractice,
labour relations and general social relationshijik Wukoners.
It is an excellent, very progressive group, and tra | am
happy to work with as Minister of Economic Develagrh
This industry thrives on attracting investment e territory,
and that is what this industry-led group does. Thegg in a
significant amount of investment to the territowhich is im-
portant for our natural resources sector, andsagd, that is an
important sector of our economy.

Ms. Stick:
is handled by Economic Development, whereby forenyes-
tors with capital can come to the Yukon and essabdi busi-
ness or invest in a business. I'm wondering if tiaister can
tell us how many applications have been made withtsitries
in this current year.

| would also like to make mention of the fact thatthe
spring of 2011, it was announced by the governrtieattthere
would be an internal review of this business nomipeogram.
Can the minister tell us where that internal revievand will
there be a public report the minister can tableuit

The business nominee program is to strategicatlyease
business expertise and investment in the Yukon royiging
the opportunity for non-Canadian citizens or peremdrresi-

I have another question, and | thank thedents to invest in Yukon’'s economy and immigrateY tckon.

The business nominee program allows Yukon to reand
nominate qualified business people from around whoeld,
who have the intent and ability to move to Yukostablish,
purchase or become partners in a business.

So far the business nominee program has broughé mor
than $4.5 million in investment capital to Yukome its in-
ception in 2001. Ninety-nine business applicatibase been
received to date; 32 of those were recommended/dok per-
mits; 20 were nominated for permanent residencypflthose
were approved by Citizenship and Immigration Canada of
those approved, a total of 10 plans have been mmaiéed.

In terms of specific applications, there’'s somefictamti-
ality around those but | would be happy to reparthbat a later
date with a more fulsome accounting of the numbEnat's all
I have right here now, Madam Chair.

Ms. Stick: | appreciate the clear answer on that ques-
tion but, when listening to the minister, | misgbd one piece
from the previous question, with regard to the Yuksold
Mining Alliance. What | didn’t hear back from theimister on
that question was the amount that Yukon governrgamné this
group.

Hon. Mr. Dixon: In 2009-10, YGMA received
$38,250 in funding from the strategic industrievelepment
fund to support its initial marketing effort andrwal launch of
YGMA at the PDAC conference — Prospectors and Dmprel
ers Association of Canada — in March 2010. In 2010the
ETF fund approved $26,000 to support a tour ofrmestment
marketing program and $3,000 to attend the Prospeend
Developers Association of Canada conference. 021 the
strategic industries fund approved $72,250 forlesseall cam-
paign. The alliance has also been approved for08D7from
the strategic industries fund for an investmentaation mar-
keting campaign in 2011. Those are the funds treateceived
to date by the YGMA.

Mr. Silver: I'd like to begin by first congratulating the

The business nominee program is one thaHon. Member for Copperbelt North for his appointinenthe

ministerial position. | look forward to working vkithim in the
future.

It was mentioned in the honourable member’'s addiests
First Nation representation is very important tis tministry. |
also can quote from the previous minister’'s statgrnfrem the
Department of Economic Development’s strategic pfan
2010-13, that one of the goals was increasing #mefits Yuk-
oners, businesses, First Nations and communitizsive from
economic projects and activities.
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What has been accomplished in regard to the norihes-
nomic development accord? Has your government beest-
ing the objectives that have been set out fromdbtord from
the First Nation governments that are involved?

Hon. Mr. Dixon:
relationship with First Nations governments andedepment
corporations, and we have had a number of suctesessre-
garding First Nation economic development in theittay.
The Yukon government’s support of First Nation emoic
development spans a range of activities from bssiptanning
to project evaluation and includes the followingiling capa-
ble governance institutions and capacity of develept; de-
veloping strategic direction through strategic piag and eco-
nomic development planning; developing policies th#pport
economic development; identifying and selecting ttwohile
projects; developing feasibility studies and bus@plans; and
establishing business ventures.

Economic Development supports aboriginal businebges
funding loan and microloan programs, which are rgadaby
Yukon'’s aboriginal capital corporation, Dana Nayentures.
Economic Development contributes to regional ecdnoue-
velopment planning, as outlined in chapter 22 efWimbrella

help with the involvement and participation in tlayo B pro-

ject, which has been an economic boom for thetéeyri This

funding was to hire a coordinator to manage ovenablve-
ment in the project, assist NND in the creatiomofinvestment

Madam Chair, we have an ongoing agreement with Yukon Energy Corporation for the Bl

project and assist NND with the identification afisinesses
and employment opportunities during the constracid the
Mayo B project.

The department works to ensure that other depattmen
such as Highways and Public Works, Executive Cdudéi
fice, Energy, Mines and Resources and Tourism aulture,
have an opportunity to engage with First Nationssjrecific
projects that directly support First Nation econordevelop-
ment.

We are working collaboratively with First Nations eco-
nomic development. In regard to the north Yukonnecoic
development accord, Economic Development works it
accord and individual members on their own intere3this
relationship continues to evolve and we have aabolative
working relationship with First Nations.

It's still consistent with the original intent didt accord.

Mr. Silver: I'm happy to hear that such initiatives in

Final AgreementAs key players in the economy, Yukon First Economic Development are actually going forward &mnal

Nations have a positive impact on the economicctioe and
health of the territory. They have access to opmities and
they have the potential to take advantage of oppdies. They
also have the ability to take a financial posit@nprojects that
interest them.

While the Regional Economic Development branches t
main departmental contact for First Nations, they encour-
aged to apply for all departmental programs andices. In
terms of some specific examples, specific busireeiseded by
the department include the following: with the Fanne clo-
sure project, as discussed previously with the Mamior
Riverdale South, the department is working with tinee af-
fected First Nations to secure potential econoreitelfits from
the mine closure, including the upcoming mainteeanon-
tract.

relieved that the minister’'s department is actuaityking with
the communities and with the First Nations. As apof pro-
cedure, | would have liked to have had a finanderiefing.
There are an awful lot of new members to the Hoasd, as |
understand, there are also new methods of accgugtimg on
in the Legislative Assembly. | know that becausehsf strict
learning curve — the steep learning curve that evalf facing
here — | think a lot of us are going to be lookingck in a
couple months and realizing there are probably spas#ions
and points that we should have brought up — butouit these
briefings, it's really hard to kind of go forward.

With regard to economic development and growthuilr
communities, | feel the ministry could play a muahger role
in the promoting of economic development throughtra-
ships with local not-for-profits, like the Klondikéisitors As-

With the Ross River Development Corporation, the desociation and also with other agencies like thendlke Devel-

partment assisted with corporate realignment, wtinhbled
the corporation to maximize the benefits from minisector
activities.

With the Liard First Nation Development Corporatidine
department is assisting them with the creation agk& Energy,
which will enable the Kaska Nation to explore ptinen-
ergy-producing opportunities in the Kaska tradigibterritory.
With the Champagne and Aishihik First Nations, thepart-
ment provided funding for an economic developmetrkw
shop, which was used as a starting point to devalopw eco-
nomic strategy for the First Nation.

For the Teslin Tlingit Council, the department pdad as-
sistance with phase 1 of the “Reviving Our Econompsgject,
which focused on formalizing a multi-year economavelop-
ment strategy for that First Nation. With the KleaRirst Na-
tion, the department is assisting the First Natiodeveloping
an economic strategic plan. With the Na Cho Nyak,Dihe
department provided financial assistance to thst Mation to

opment Organization. | would like to hear from tménister
how his department works with the Klondike Visitéssocia-
tion in my community of Dawson.

Hon. Mr. Dixon: There are a number of initiatives the
Department of Economic Development has in the Kikad
region and in the north Yukon in general. Througk Re-
gional Economic Development branch of the departitbere
is an individual assigned to the north Yukon, whiobludes
Dawson, of course, and the Klondike region. Als@ré is the
north Yukon business advisory outreach. The depantrde-
livers the north Yukon business advisory outreachg@mam
through a contract in three communities — Old CrBawson
and Mayo. The program provides mentorship and guielan
business planning, business development, markstiagegies
and other related business activities to new armkranced
entrepreneurs. Approximately 100 businesses hacesaed
the program in the region so far. The departmatiaiad busi-
ness counselling outreach services in north Yukakuly 2005,
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as a result of the accord mentioned earlier, whiels signed
by the Government of Yukon and First Nations iryfl2004.

The Department of Economic Development issued a re-

quest for proposals to provide the north Yukon hess advi-
sory outreach services and Maritime Consulting,ciwhis run

ward to working with those, both through Yukon @gk and
with the Department of Energy, Mines and Resources.

Mr. Silver: Madam Chair, I’'m not going to make any
assumptions here, so | will ask the question ogaéna specifi-
cally, and if | don’'t get an answer, we can alwaysve on.

by a fellow Xaveriarsecured the current three-year contract inSpecifically, | was wondering if there could betatsment —

June of 2011, which expires on March 31 of 2014.

The objective is to improve the viability and ptability
of existing businesses in the Klondike region andmYukon
and to encourage and facilitate new business sbarexpan-
sion of existing businesses. This service incluishstruction
and guidance in areas of business planning anddéasidevel-
opment; business counselling, including businesmrmphg,
business financial planning and business managerassis-
tance in developing business plans, marketing plararket
research, marketing identifying sources of busirfesncing
and preparation and presentation of loan or fundipglica-
tions to institutions or investors.

Services will be provided in person and on-sitethe
communities. Provision of services are coordinatad deliv-
ered through the First Nation and municipal govesnhoffices
in Old Crow, Dawson and Mayo. Communities are gisibnce

a month, at a minimum, based on demand and baseaé-on

guests by local businesses. Services are alsodat\d other
communities along the northern corridor in an omded ba-
sis.

With regard to the specific question about the Kdika
Visitors Association, | believe the Department @fufism and
Culture does some more work, but | don't have thdrma-
tion; | only have what the Department of EconomievBlop-
ment undertakes.

Mr. Silver:
able member. | asked the question because the Kbndsi-
tors Association, as an ideology, is an excellemiree of
knowledge and experience and direction for the stipiof
Economic Development. It's just too bad that theyé been
scaled back to a position where they are basigatyrunning a
casino now. With a name like the Klondike Visitdkssocia-
tion, you can see how a lot of information can barsd with
the world of tourism through Economic Developmentt & lot
of smaller groups that want to get involved in tiadustry.
However, | will approach that in other ministrigsadater time.

| have a couple of specific questions about theadatum-
bers. The department is listed as a funder forythieon Mine
Training Association. | was wondering if this pediar minis-
try’s commitment will continue. Could the ministeommit to
funding for the Yukon Mine Training Association dlugh this
department in the spring budget?

Hon. Mr. Dixon: The Yukon mine training program
referred to by the member had been tapped intordédiend-
ing, which, we understand, they are reviewing & hoint.
This government is focused on providing mine tragnin col-
laboration with Yukon College and in preparatiortiod possi-
bility of a Yukon school of mining.

There are a number of training opportunities farsthin-
terested in getting into the mining industry, and lwok for-

from this particular minister for this particularinistry — of
their commitment to continue funding to the orgaticn men-
tioned.

Hon. Mr. Dixon: What | can say is that we are com-
mitted to training for employment in the mining &&c The
labour market programs and services administrayetthd Ad-
vanced Education branch of the Minister of Educasiade-
partment are not directly involved with mine traigj however,
labour market programs and services do fund sepeogirams
that support mining training and employment in tegitory.
We are committed to ensuring that Yukoners haveofiportu-
nity to get the training they need to participaieour growing
economy.

Mr. Silver: | just have a couple of line items | would
like to go over. They have been mentioned alschkyQfficial
Opposition. On page 3-3, we are talking about twe loan
guarantee program, and also the Yukon film industmpmer-
cial development project. The minister did replattthese are
new, so therefore that is why they are in the coluhat they
are. Can we get some information as to what theyparticu-
larly?

Hon. Mr. Dixon: | will start with the venture loan
guarantee program. The Yukon venture loan guargmtsEgam
is one of several programs offered by Economic Ipraent
to support small businesses. The program helpd logsi-

| appreciate the answer from the honour-nesses secure commercial financing by guaranteeipgrtion

of the loan. The Yukon venture loan guarantee @nmgsup-
ports the development of new products or servicesdmpa-
nies with gross revenues under $5 million and vethier than
100 employees.

Maximum total loan guarantee exposure at one tBr3i
million and maximum guarantee per loan is $100,d0& ven-
ture loan guarantee represents a guarantee tarecfal institu-
tion to provide greater certainty to a portion bé tfinancing.
The Government of Yukon repays 65 percent of théass on
the outstanding principal amount of the venturenloEhis pro-
gram has had limited uptake since its inceptiorthwinly 14
businesses approved under the program. The progvam
launched in the 1990s.

In terms of the community adjustment fund, thia ievote
to support Yukon’s commitment toward this projeot,create
13 one-minute film commercials — as | mentionedobef the
Yukonicwebisodes — and 80 percent of that was fundedhédy t
federal government.

Mr. Silver: Just one last question — this summer,
Dawson City had the number one TV show from the®isry
Channel in our community. | was wondering if Econome-
velopment put any money toward commercials on thaiticu-
lar channel, or if they were looking at any typeaglfvertising
for the gold rush?
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Hon. Mr. Dixon: We didn’t host any commercials on
that particular program, but it was eligible fornamber of
funding programs | outlined before in the Film aSdund
Commission, and it did access some of those. Gawenh cer-
tainly played a role in bringing that feature heks.the mem-
ber opposite indicated, it did have an impact anltital econ-
omy, and a positive one at that.

To answer the member opposite’s question, we didmit
any commercials on that program, but we did provideling
and support through the programs and funds mertignevi-
ously.

Mr. Elias:
belt North on receiving the confidence of the Pemto help
lead the territory in the Department of Economiw&epment.
I'm going to bring up a topic that | think is anpptunity, and
| have advocated for this type of economic divératfon.

It deals with expanding our oldest industry in tegitory,
and that is trapping. | do recognize that the némigs respon-
sible for the Department of Environment and the &&pent of
Economic Development, and | think that is goindtale well
for expanding on the issue that | am about to buipgl think
that if the minister could work with his respectipertfolios, as
well as with the Minister of Education to expandd®veloping
the trapping industry in the territory to the poivitere we can
increase the amount of Yukoners, especially yotrbybled
youth — programs in the education system — as albur
existing trappers, to use their existing trapliaed group trap-
ping areas to get out on the land with support ftbenDepart-
ment of Economic Development, the Department ofifeny
ment and the Department of Education to develognaras
that are similar to those in northern Ontario — tfenuine
Mackenzie Valley furs marketing program. The migistould
develop a trapper education certification that'teigd in all
Yukon schools with the help of community memberd ar-
perienced trappers out there in all of the comniemit

The minister could also advocate for a hunter eiiluca
and ethics development program to be deliveredliiywkon
schools. | see a lot of success coming out of #mal-based
experiential learning program that has been deeeldp part-
nership with the Department of Education and is\gpemple-
mented in Old Crow right now. | see a lot of goaining out
of that program where students from K to grade #@gfoon the
land and learn, in conjunction with the values tivatdo have
in and around Old Crow — in terms of the land, Weder, the
wildlife, the language and various organizatioret tfve in the
community — that includes all federal departmeinsluding
the RCMP, Parks Canada, Yukon territorial governntéolo-
gists, Porcupine Caribou Management Board repratees;
obviously the Vuntut Gwitchin First Nation — thell aome
together and they implement this program to achiedeca-
tional outcomes.

When | see those children from the Chief Zzeh iGittl
School patrticipate in this program, they not onlgemnthe edu-
cational requirements, but they exceed them. | juit give
you one example: the coordinators of the prograke them
out trapping, for instance. They trap muskrats #rey learn
the traditional harvesting methods; they learnrdspect; they

learn the cultural traditions; they learn the laagg associated
with trapping. They then bring them back to thesstaom,

which is out on the land, and they dissect the maisk They

learn biology; they learn science; and they haveroscopes
and they learn that aspect of education. Not oolyhey learn

biology, living and travelling out on the land, atie value of

fur, but they also achieve the educational outcottiles| said.

I think the minister is in a great position to deyethis
type of economy in our territory to benefit allizéns who
want to participate. | think that this is somethihgt could be
fleshed out, discussed more and debated more, thirid that

Congratulations to the Member for Copper-this is good because if we have more of our tegrsocitizens

out on the land, the more eyes and ears you hadepeople
who can say this is an aspect of our economy tlapertant.
It's the oldest industry in the territory. We'repgorting it and
here are the outcomes.

I'm willing to bet that if this type of economic\dérsifica-
tion were implemented in our territory, it would &e excellent
initiative. So | encourage the minister to takeakl at this and
I'm asking him whether or not he would look intasttand de-
velop this further through the internal governmpnbcesses.
That's something that I've been advocating overytsars, and
I'd like to hear some of the minister's responséhis idea.

Hon. Mr. Dixon: The issue of trapping in Yukon —
it's an important one and the member has touchedhizna
little bit. It's one of Yukon'’s oldest industries,not the oldest
industry. It's one that has seen some attentigdherpast. There
are a number of initiatives undertaken throughDiepartment
of Environment, which isn't what we’re debating &yt but |
will mention that the Department of Environment sidman-
cially support the Yukon Trappers Association, lide — off
the top of my head — to the tune of $35,000 angudlhe
Department of Environment also offers trapper tragnand
certification programs in the communities, and ghpsograms
that are well subscribed.

The importance of trapping is something that hasnbe
brought up to me in the past, both from RRCs as althe
Fish and Wildlife Management Board, but they reéngras
well that there are challenges in that industryolld say in
terms of the educational components of trapping, sbme-
thing | can bring up with the Minister of Educaticertainly.
Like I say, | can commit to continuing to work dretfile, both
as minister responsible for Economic Developmemnt Bnvi-
ronment. Perhaps this will come up again in thei®mment
debate, but as | said before, we do provide firdrsipport to
the Yukon Trappers Association to maintain thesoagation
and maintain an office here in Whitehorse. | lookwfard to
working with my colleagues on this, both in Edueatiand
with the Minister of Environment. We've got a tremgeus
relationship and | look forward to working with theon that
file.

Mr. Elias: It's encouraging to hear some openness to
some fresh new ideas from the minister, and | apgte that.
Earlier on in the general debate in the DepartroéBconomic
Development, | had to step out to deal with sonse dées, but
it is in regard to the investments that have bemmist by the
department in China.



December 12, 2011

HANSARD

159

| recognize that over the years there have beerraev
business trips to China to seek investment. | feaeeuple of
guestions here.

Can the minister explain, or tell the House, what teturn
on investment would be throughout the territorydirect rela-
tion to those trips to China? Considering other rgjing mar-
kets in the world, one that seems to be obviouséaseems to
be India. India seems to be becoming a very fastng
economy, and | was wondering if the minister wamping to
seek any investments from India? If he could elateoon those
two questions, that would be great.

Hon. Mr. Dixon: Yukon is committed to encouraging
private sector growth, and one priority strategy ttus is the
development of wealth-generated activities in tlaural re-
sources sector.

Development of Yukon’s resource base requires pestn
from outside our borders, and attracting foreigrecti invest-
ment is critical to the progress.

Continuing relationship-building work, such as &hto
Asian regions, as well as other regions in the dved we've
travelled to eastern Canada in the past, as welheasastern
United States, to access financial markets there.

Hosting in-bound investors in Yukon and attendirepé
shows have led to significant investments by Asiampanies
in Yukon-based projects, as well as other regidrthe world
in terms of investment in Yukon.

Specific to the question about the outcomes ofethgps,
seven significant deals between Yukon-based corepaaind
Asian investors have been announced since 200Wding
Yukon Nevada Gold Corporation and China-based Nath
Non-Ferrous International Investment Co. Ltd., ctatipg a
$3-million agreement to form Yukon-Shaanxi Mining@.Ca
new Canadian company that will explore for and tgyvenin-
eral resources in Yukon.

In September 2009, Korea Zinc Co., through its Wwhol
owned subsidiary, Pan Pacific Metal Mining Corpimnat pur-
chased shares and warrants from Selwyn Resourakgdvat
approximately $5 million.

We operate on a nhumber of fronts and look at a murobre-
gions throughout the world for financing. The rewove typi-
cally target are driven by requests from industry.

If industry is interested in attracting investméoim other
regions, we’'d be willing to work with them. Thereeaa hum-
ber of potential regions in the world we’ll look ito the future,
including within our own borders in Canada — loakiio east-
ern Canada for investment, looking to the easteriteld States
and the financial sector there, as well as lookingurope. The
member opposite mentioned India. These are allilptsss,
and if there’s the desire from industry to attendferences or
attract investment from those regions, we’d beimgllito work
with them.

At PDAC last year, the Prospectors and Develop&asoA
ciation of Canada, we met with a number of coustdrd dis-
cussed investment there, as well. There’s reallattempt to
get a diversified investment portfolio, in termstbé regions
and countries that invest in the Yukon. | hope drawers the
member opposite’s question.

Mr. Elias: | thank the minister for that response. | just
have one more question, and it's in regard to valiged
manufacturing in the territory. | wanted to ask timnister
what his department is doing, if anything, in terofislevelop-
ing the climate in the territory to maximize thenbét of the
raw materials that are taken out of the groundhéntérritory.

It would bode well for the industry to try to maxize the
benefits and keep as many jobs and economic benweitihin
the territory. I'll just use one example. In othjarisdictions,
they're developing the ore to make copper wire, tomh sell-
ing the copper wire or the sheets of copper, ambubat as a
value-added industry for economic development psgpaand
longevity.

Could the minister tell the House if he’'s awaré&ifergy,
Mines and Resources is expanding that value-adaeasiry
through Economic Development?

Hon. Mr. Dixon: There is certainly an opportunity in
the Yukon to increase our value-added manufacturigigtive
to mining. It is an industry that requires a sigraht amount of

In October 2009, China Mining Resources Group purdabour, as well as significant resources in eneltyy.an issue

chased approximately 4.6 percent of the sharexlbiy® Re-
sources, representing an investment in the compnyore
than $6 million.

In December 2010, New Pacific Metals Corporatiomeo
pleted the acquisition of 100-percent interest agi¥h Lake
Gold Corporation, and is operating as a wholly odveabsidi-
ary of New Pacific.

that permeates a number of sectors of the econonoyrreed
for energy. It's something that we've addresseaugh our
energy strategy. | know the Minister of Energy, kBrand Re-
sources could probably speak at greater lengthtaheupros-
pects of energy developments in the Yukon.

In terms of the labour file, the kind of value-addmanu-
facturing the member’s talking about, | think, Iereg the lines

Selwyn Resources and Yunnan Chihong Zinc and Germaf{ creating smelters or other such developments. Aaid,

nium Co. Ltd. recently completed a $100-millionnpventure
transaction to advance the Yukon Selwyn projedbdakable
feasibility, and, if warranted, to production.

Yukon Zinc’'s Wolverine project is being purchasegdthe
Jinduicheng Molybdenum Group and Northwest Non-tesr
International Investment Co. Ltd. for approximat&i01 mil-
lion.

Madam Chair, in general, we recognize that the Yiukoa
small jurisdiction, so we have to look outside Yolsoborders
for support from investors if we want our projetiisadvance.

those require significant pools of labour and digant inputs
of energy. It's something that we're interestedaimd we do
want to see develop, but it's something that'stielifurther
down the road than we are right now.

The Pathways to Prosperitglocument does lay out the
goal of trying to ensure that the development of oatural
resources does create, improve and enhance otiterssef the
economy — like small businesses and medium-sizergriges
— and ensuring they can benefit from the developgroéthose
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natural resources and ensuring that they are abénjpy the
benefit of the economic strength of that sector.

It's something we're interested in and somethingreve
working on, and we look forward to continuing to nken in
the future.

In terms of a smelter or other value-added manufan,
it is something that needs to be proponent-drivecan’t be
driven by the government. It is something that haue to have
an interested proponent to advance. We are opeednofrom
the private sector if they have interest in thigd a@main vigi-
lant in working on this file.

Ms. Stick:
to a question that the third party brought up webard to in-
vestment from China.

Over the last number of years there have certdielgn
many trips, not just to China but to Japan and (s&atrea, by
this government. | am just wondering if those cestsactually
in the Economic Development budget. More imporiaritd me
anyway, is: are we communicating with these congsmiinat
have invested in the Yukon, specifically in the mgnindustry,
that they have a clear understanding of our wodelsafety
standards and our human rights for workers stas@avde’'ve
heard of complaints and suspicions from some peaplaut
workers possibly not being treated properly. | jwsindered if
there is a communication strategy with these conegacom-
ing in to ensure that their workers, who could jldge com-
ing from China, have the same rights and the saotegions?

Hon. Mr. Dixon:
financed, are held to the same standard, regardfegdo fi-
nances them or who develops them. We have a vigilakon
Workers' Compensation Health and Safety Board, wheo-
sures that worker safety is held paramount. In $eafenvi-
ronmental sustainability, our environmental regianel regula-
tory regime apply to everyone. | have faith in thaggimes
and the Workers’ Compensation Health and SafetyrdBda
ensure that workers’ safety is held at a priority.

The previous government did a successful job iraeting
investment from regions around the world and, assalt, we
have a number of projects that have been advais®d. has
been a positive development for Yukon’s economy.

Chair: Is there any further debate?

| have one more question. It is with regard

On Business and Industry Development

On Dana Naye Ventures Business Development Program

Mr. Silver: Could I get a breakdown on this line item,
please?

Hon. Mr. Dixon: The Dana Naye Ventures business
development program is $49,000, and is an increazpdndi-
ture under the business development program offgetn-
creased recoveries to Yukon.

Dana Naye Ventures Business Development Program in
the amount of $49,000 agreed to

On Venture Loan Guarantee Program

Venture Loan Guarantee Program in the amount of
$58,000 agreed to

On Community Development Trust — Yukon Entrepreneur
Support Program

Ms. Moorcroft: | note in the main estimates there was
no line item for this amount. There was a zero, @ow there is
a $205,000 expenditure. Can the minister explaiatwhis line
item is for and why there were no provisions made iline
item in the main budget?

Hon. Mr. Dixon: It's a revote. It's money that wasn't
expended in 2010-11, and is now being revoted.atludget
procedure.

Ms. Moorcroft: And what will these expenditures go
toward when they're revoted?

Hon. Mr. Dixon: Training and assistance to busi-
nesses or individuals in the early planning stagfdbeir busi-

Projects, regardless of where they're ness.

Chair: Is there any further debate?

Community Development Trust — Yukon Entrepreneur
Support Program in the amount of $205,000 agreed to

On Community Adjustment Fund — Yukon Film Industry
Commercial Development Project

Ms. Moorcroft: Again, | would like to ask if we could
get an explanation of why there were no funds ertain es-
timates for this and what this project is for?

Hon. Mr. Dixon: This too is a revote, so it's money
from 2010-11 that wasn’t expended within the peritd now
being revoted to support Yukon’s commitment towtid pro-
ject, which is the Yukon film industry’s commercidévelop-
ment project, to create 13 one-minute film comnadsci— the

Seeing no further debate, we are going to proceitld w Yukonicwebisodes, as they're called. | would note thap86

line-by-line of Vote 7, Economic Development.
On Operation and Maintenance Expenditures
On Business and Industry Development

cent of this funding is from the federal government
Ms. Moorcroft: Well, can the minister explain why
there was no provision for a revote in the mainnestes and

Business and Industry Development in the amount dhe re-vote is now coming forward in the suppleragnt

$1,184,000 agreed to

On Regional Economic Development

Regional Economic Development
$759,000 agreed to

Total Operation and Maintenance Expenditures in the
amount of $1,943,000 agreed to

On Capital Expenditures

On Corporate Services

On Information Technology Equipment and Systems

Information Technology Equipment and Systems in the

amount of $8,000 agreed to

budget?

Hon. Mr. Dixon: As | said, this is 2010-11 money

in the amount ofhat wasn't expended, so it's required to havevatee Revotes

typically come in a supplementary budget, and ielvel it's
quite standard procedure.
Community Adjustment Fund — Yukon Film Industry
Commercial Development Project in the amount otleared
Total Capital Expenditures in the amount of $373,000
agreed to
Department of Economic Development agreed to
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Chair:
Community Services. The minister has requestedearfiinute
recess.

All Hon. Members: Agreed.

Recess

Chair: Committee of the Whole will now come to or-
der.

Department of Community Services

Chair:
bate on Vote 51, Community Services.

Hon. Ms. Taylor: I'd first like to thank the House for
the opportunity to provide an update on our depent’s
supplementary budget for
estimates that are before us consist of a $4.2emilhcrease in
operation and maintenance expenditures and a fedusftjust
under $10 million in capital expenditures. The dé&pant’s
overall revenue and recovery target has decreasedell, in
this supplementary budget by some $6 million, adi.\iWide
department continues to work to achieve goals sétiroour
2011-12 departmental plan. We look forward to dagy
forward our success into the next fiscal year.

Community Services is a department that works hard
deliver programs and services to Yukon and its camities. |
would like to extend a heartfelt thanks to eaclowf employ-
ees and to the many volunteers from all acrossetngory for
their ongoing commitment to service excellence. Teeart-
ment believes in vibrant, healthy and sustainahl&ovi com-
munities. | can say wholeheartedly that I'm vergyat to rep-
resent the department as we strive to bring long-teenefits
to our territory.

2011-12. The supplementary

We're moving on to Vote 51, Department of bags, pumps, other appropriate preparedness meastleso

forth.

Of course, we also have dollars, which accountémts
associated with remediation after flooding in orttieminimize
environmental effects. Flood events are unforesaeth ex-
traordinary in winter in the Yukon; however, thidditional
funding ensures that we are able to respond toewifidoding
to the best of our ability so that impacts to aspective towns
and citizens throughout the territory are minimal.

Within this supplementary budget, we are also smpki
$186,000 for reviewing Yukon's search and rescusgm@am.

The matter before the Committee is general deThis investment in our volunteers brings a peaamiofl and is

also 100 percent recoverable from Canada. $100i9G0so
identified under the fire marshal’s office for eguient repairs,
certifications and safety inspections.

In recent years, the department has undertakempooive
Yukon’s emergency medical services. With challengesie
great opportunities. The Department of Communitgviges is
striving for service excellence and remains conetitto pa-
tient care.

If a person requires medical help, our professiqgraah-
medics, nurses and personnel will be there totaastsprovide
the best care possible. A comprehensive businessiplhelp-
ing to provide a renewed strategic direction, arelrevvery
confident in the entire team as we move to enhémeeservice
in a cost-effective manner.

At an operational level, EMS has implemented new pe
formance indicators. We're moving on the recomménda
stemming from the 2010-11 audit report that toccpl We're
refining budget planning and accountability proessswhile
also balancing operational efficiencies.

The service is directing efforts toward staffingdare-
cruitment plans and aims to position our emergemegical

Community Services promotes sustainable and healthgervices for long-term success and service examlefhe car-

communities by supporting local governments, comitgun
organizations and the volunteer sector. Housedinvittis sup-
plementary is just over $300,000 in support ofithplementa-
tion of recommendations that have come forward write

“Our Towns, Our Futureteview process. Of course, our gov-

ernment remains very much committed to carryingoubh
with the initiatives within that particular revieand believes in
strengthening local governments and long-term nipaicsus-
tainability. $113,000 is also included under thipementary
budget to follow through with the recommendatioonfr“Our

Towns, Our Future” to develop an asset managemgtemn,
for example, for each of the unincorporated Yukommuni-
ties as well as municipal governments throughoaitiénritory.

Community Services, as we have already heard, 1i$- co

mitted to protecting public safety through emergemedical
services, wildland fire management, emergency nreasand
structural fire protection. Housed within this slgrpentary
budget is approximately just over $1 million in plgmentary
funding for flood preparation, prevention and natign meas-
ures in response to the Mayo flooding. A large iparbf these
dollars is expected to be recoverable from Canadeaster
relief funding. Specifically, approximately $2500@ identi-
fied for flood prevention measures, including saagty super

ing men and women in the service do a tremenddugjpro-
tecting our communities, and | am very confiderdttive are
on the right track and that we are moving forwargether in
this regard.

Our supplementary budget identifies $238,000 toveard
hancing 24/7 emergency medical services coverage/onof
our largest communities outside of Whitehorse: \Gfatkake
and Dawson City.

An additional $402,000 is identified for personrest-
penses necessary for the delivery of this particsdavice. In
terms of capital expenditures we have within thgpdementary
budget identified a $285,000 revote for the com@tebf the
conceptual design for the second ambulance statidfihite-
horse. The detailed design for the facility hasnbeempleted,
and we're expecting to go out for a constructiardtr shortly.
In fact, | believe it already has, if I'm not miken. What this
means is that progress continues toward a new ambeilsta-
tion at the top of the Two Mile Hill, of which thdgepartment
anticipates completion next year, or in 2012-13.

The second ambulance station will provide a muctded
expansion space for EMS in Whitehorse, and is esiieally
located to reduce response times across the ditg. project
demonstrates our commitment to excellence in EMétmance
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services provided to all respective communitiestigaarly
Copper Ridge, Granger, Mcintyre, Ingram, Arkell, dan
neighbourhoods along the Alaska Highway, while dtsxking
to meet our future needs of an expanding populadiwh new
developments, such as Whistle Bend.

Community Services is committed to providing emamye
responders with the facilities, infrastructure, ipguent and
training they need to do their jobs to the bestheir abilities
and provide care for Yukoners. Community Servicewvary
committed to health and safety measures for cisizand also
for our staff. We are requesting additional moriegomplete
external safety audits for the remaining programsden the
Department of Community Services, a departmentithtlly
committed to occupational health and safety andigiog safe
and healthy workplaces.

pairs for community recreation centres, fire halisl also in-
cludes a new municipal alarm system in Old Crow.

We bring benefit to our communities through strateg-
vestment within our community infrastructure. Irsftraicture
development in the operations of community infracture
remains a high priority for the Department of Conmity Ser-
vices.

This supplementary budget includes expendituresttfer
Town of Watson Lake to repair and replace sectiohshe
town’s water and sewer system; dollars for planring design
of the Ross River suspension bridge; dollars tovthedcom-
pletion of the Whitehorse wharf, which is now operthe pub-
lic. I might add that this is shared 50/50 with @da under the
Canada strategic infrastructure fund. Most of therkwnis now
complete along the waterfront, having recently aukthe new

Under wildland fire management, we are looking forlibrary in the Kwanlin Dun Cultural Centre and thew wharf.

$200,000 in additional funds to offset increaseaviration fuel
system planning. Additional dollars are identifitat septic
tank and water system installation at a new firerafons
trailer in Carmacks and, given the rising costusl fin general,
a total of $113,000 has been added to this suppieme
budget to offset costs across the department fuiche aircraft
and heating fuel.

2012 is looking to be yet another exciting year $port
and recreation in the territory. Not only is ourvgmment con-
tinuing to support sport governing bodies, athletesreation
leaders and programs and more, but we’re also payyd to
support Yukon’s participation in the year’'s maj@anes. The
budget identifies $61,000 for participant costs tfoee western
Canada summer games, which is fully recoverabld,aanad-
ditional $150,000 to support Team Yukon'’s partitipain the
2012 Arctic Winter Games.

The supplementary budget shows Yukon’s final imstal
ment of $500,000 for the Arctic Winter Games Hoetisty.
Our overall contribution of just $1.4 million enablthe opera-
tions to get up and running and set the stagehfir very suc-
cessful fundraising efforts.

Yukon is very proud to be a major partner in thenga
and we’re playing our part, not only by providinmancial
support but also by encouraging employees to vekmand
promote the games through their participation imeswear
Fridays. We take great pride in showcasing our hterétory
at every front during sport and cultural events #nd confi-
dent that the 2012 games will be no exception.

Before | carry on with the remainder of the supptemary
budget, | just also want to take the opportunitac&nowledge
the hard work of the organizers and members ohtigt soci-
ety, all of the many volunteers, the local governtaeand
businesses within our communities, and everyone igtoom-
ing together in the spirit of the games leadingaphe launch
on March 4 next year.

The supplementary budget also identifies dollars
$88,000 to construct a temporary arena in Ross rRawvel
$7,000 under the recreation infrastructure fundcforstruction
of a basketball court with fencing for the commuyn{#249,000
is also identified for facility maintenance, rentwas and re-

Of course these investments in the community walvéh sig-
nificant long-term benefits. We have $3.3 milliaentified for

completion of the Kwanlin Dun Cultural Centre. Tim®ject is

ahead of schedule and funds are required in thislfiyear, half
of which is recoverable from Canada. We have delfar im-

provements to the Hamilton Boulevard extensionlagslavail-

able for a waste-heat recovery project for the @an@ames
Centre under the municipal rural infrastructurediur- again,
half of which is recoverable from Canada.

We also have, | believe, just over $1 million fanfling
construction of the Na Cho Nyak Dun First Natiorothermal
project, also under the MRIF program, half of whistrecov-
erable from Canada.

We remain committed to improving the supply of safe
drinking water. The Department of Community Sersiceer-
sees drinking water infrastructure treatment arstribution in
unincorporated Yukon, and ensures that the watalitgumeets
or exceeds Canadian drinking water guidelines.départment
manages waste-water systems and treatment fagilitienin-
corporated Yukon, and undertakes hydro-geologisséssment
of Yukon landfills with twice-year sampling at mémiing
wells.

Through the Building Canada fund, municipal rurgta-
structure fund and the gas tax fund, we are pizorg invest-
ments to ensure high-quality drinking water throwgimstruc-
tion and upgrades to treatment facilities and idistion sys-
tems across our territory.

The Department of Community Services has a veryimp
tant role to play with Yukon’s water and we’re coitied to
providing access to safe, clean drinking water;ucatty
groundwater contamination through proper handlihgvaste;
and to assisting municipalities with managemeribodl infra-
structure.

Looking to the last five years alone, the Departimgi
Community Services has really reduced the poterfal

—groundwater contamination significantly by a numbemeas-

ures undertaken, including installing monitoringli&/et solid-
waste facilities, enabling us to protect nearbyenstieds; re-
moving metal and tires from landfills; increasingpsrvision at
landfills to reduce contaminants from entering sfte; enhanc-
ing collection of hazardous waste; increasing ptatsbarriers
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against contamination of water wells; installing mitoring
wells at septic pits and increasing monitoringaglons.

ward to working with her and all the members opigoBi the
future. It gives me great pleasure to get some rimboemation

In recent years, the department has also improhed t about what's going on in Community Services.

safety and access of drinking water by installitegesof-the-art
filtration systems, such as at Army Beach, Marslkel,aup-
grading arsenic treatment processes in a humbeoramuni-
ties, including Haines Junction, Carcross-TagiststANation
fill point in Tagish, Teslin and the Champagne &ighihik
First Nations fill point in the Takhini River sulion. Up-
grading of existing water treatment systems, whintiudes
arsenic treatment, is also underway in Ross Ri@éd, Crow
and Carcross; ensuring that appropriate testirgmspleted in
accordance with the new water regulations, andeptiove ma-
terial is also being placed around a number of canitp wells
in order to prevent surface contamination, a stahgaactice
when Yukon government retrofits existing wells astalls new
ones.

In the coming years, upgrades are planned for Kkend
Valley and Tagish fill locations, and new systerstatiations
in Deep Creek and Mendenhall.

Community Services has a lot going on in my ridofg
Mount Lorne-Southern Lakes. We have protective isesv
working with our volunteer fire departments in T&ygi Marsh
Lake, Mount Lorne, Carcross and Golden Horn. WeeHaMS
responders in nearly all the communities. We haweramu-
nity library in Carcross and plans in Marsh Lakebtopart of
the library network. We have community centres ardZoss,
Tagish, Mount Lorne and Marsh Lake. We have solabte
facilities. Under theMunicipal Act, we have local advisory
councils — LACs — that operate in Tagish, Marshe,aBouth
Klondike, Carcross and the Hamlet of Mount Lorne.

In respect to the community centre in Mount Lornethe
constituents in Mount Lorne built their communitgntre with
their own labour, and they're responsible for mei@nce
costs, unlike other communities that have Yukonegoment-
built and maintained facilities. This is an inegquénd it is a
source of frustration that Mount Lorne communityiwideers

The Yukon government is committed to ensuring thahave to fundraise or write proposals to deal wiiirt building

Yukoners have access to safe and sustainable nigimkhter, as
| referenced earlier, and to providing waste-wateatment
that will meet national standards. As a governmei, have
seen many accomplishments over recent years, akdnYis
currently in the final stages of developing a welsdd water
information tool that will provide water data amdarmation to
both decision-makers and the public. We've adopibedCan-
ada-wide strategy for municipal waste-water effiuand will
be 100-percent compliant once the Carmacks and @a@gy
treatment facilities are completed.

We have also signed on to the Council of Federatidrfa-

maintenance.

Within that community, such great programs are fam
the youth. They have craft sales, great skatinijtfas, the ski
trails — they get used by not only the people ofuMioLorne,
but people come from Whitehorse, they come fromcfoas,
Marsh Lake, Tagish and other areas of Mount LoB8e.the
monies that they are allotted, they find themselshert in
many instances in keeping up. | don’t know how yauwuld say
it — they do so well and yet it is to their demige would say.
The money that is given to them is based on thebeurof
people in their riding, so the families who actydile there,

ter Charter and Yukon is an active member on the Council othe costs that they receive don't reflect the dctuanber of

Federation’s Water Stewardship Council.

In this supplementary budget, we see our ongoing-co
mitment through a number of investments under thigdBg
Canada fund and municipal rural infrastructure fomatked for
drinking-water projects in Haines Junction, Daws€ity, Car-
macks, Ross River, Carcross, Faro, Watson LakdinT &ock
Creek, Deep Creek, Burwash Landing, Beaver CreekGid
Crow. The Department of Community Services will thome to
work with municipal governments and First Nationvgm-
ments to invest, protect and manage this valualdees re-
source.

people who utilize that service and who also livehie Mount
Lorne region — that’s on top of the fact that thare so many
other users. Many of the mailboxes of people wahldw that
there are more people living in Mount Lorne.

It doesn't represent the actual numbers, becawspdbple
receive their mail at the Carcross Cutoff. | knakas been an
ongoing issue for that community to keep aheadhefdreat
things that are going on there. They don't wanstimp what
they're doing and they don’t want to say, “Sorry” yeu can't
just deal with all these people who are comingeher

I would ask the minister if she has met with therreo

One of the department’s accomplishments over the paMountain Community Association about this issue avitht

year is seen in the strides we are making towaxeldping

and supplying residential, commercial and induktigés in

Yukon communities. We very much recognize that |afd
fordability and availability remains a challengetire territory
and we very much remain committed to finding solosi by
working closely with municipal governments, thevatie sector
and others.

Recently we saw —

Chair: The minister’s 20 minutes is over. Thank you.
Hon. Ms. Taylor: Thank you, Madam Chair.
Mr. Barr: First, | would like to congratulate the min-

ister on her appointment to Community Servicesodkl for-

the government is doing to address this inequity.

Hon. Ms. Taylor: First of all, | would like to thank
the member opposite, and | also look forward tokivay with
the member on issues of importance to his commuenity
throughout the territory.

With respect to the question that was raised, wheomes
to meeting with the community, | have not yet hiagl bpportu-
nity to meet. | received an invitation to one of ttecent fund-
raisers that was held about a week ago, if I'm mataken.
Unfortunately, it happened to coincide with thevemr that
took place for one of our late members, so | waablento at-
tend.
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But | look forward to coming out and meeting withmet
community association and the members of the contgnand
hearing and seeing their facilities directly andriégng more
about their priorities. As | understand it, whertd@mes to op-
eration and maintenance contribution levels, treefpased on a
specific formula that's population-driven. That’sutliined
within the YukonRecreation ActSo it is something we're
definitely willing and looking forward to sitting cdvn and
meeting with the community, to discuss some of ¢helsal-
lenges the member opposite put forward that aredfdny the
community — and other communities, | might add.

There has been an influx of new individuals to tieigi-
tory and that's a particular area that's becomingremore
popular for individuals utilizing some of the sew$ and pro-
grams and facilities being used by that area.

| hope that sheds a bit of light on the requestf@utard.

Mr. Barr:
Community Centre is covered, but not Mount Lorneionder
if the minister would be looking at fixing that ihe future.

Hon. Ms. Taylor:
Marsh Lake and other communities, such as RossrRioe
example, are covered by the Government of Yukonhey'te
Yukon government owned facilities. So, again, gettback to
the member opposite’s question and some of theecbadhat
are being raised by the community, | think it wpllecipitate
taking a look at the formula that is prescribedamttie act and
the associated regulations as well. We're very mwiling
and look forward to sitting down with the communtty ad-
dress some of these issues and look at perhapaddirreview
of that.

Mr. Barr: Yes, I'm happy to hear that. | do know that,
as the minister said, this — not unlike some of dtteer areas
in the Yukon — definitely — long before the popidat in-
crease, this area has been more than over utilg®dit’s great
to hear that.

| guess on to the community of Carcross. Withirt Hraa,
the community has really outgrown that communitgtoe It's
old. It's cold. The last wedding | was at — the rhers of the
people who had to sit in the bar area — it’s justkof small.
Again, | know there have been talks over severatsyy/@ow of
the community coming together for a community centrhear
more recently of a cultural centre similar to what're seeing
with Kwanlin Dun and Champagne and Aishihik, whigbuld
facilitate the needs of this community.

There are situations when — and it has been forsyea
for example, if there’s a potlatch, someone’s auntle or dad
passes, the only place big enough to have a potlatn the
school gym. It is then very difficult for the youtb go to that
service on the weekend and then come back intogyratand
play basketball. As the Member for Vuntut Gwitchias say-
ing earlier, because of the compounded grievinggs® that
has continued in Carcross for years, we really eedna place
where the community can gather. We really do noteha
youth centre. There is a curling rink that you car on only if
the temperature gets below freezing; as we have the® last
year especially, there is no rink. There is no @l&xr people to
be able to come together. | know that things haenthappen-

ing in Carcross, but | was wondering if the ministes willing
to sit down and meet with the community and staldgdre
involved to see how we could proceed with a cultceatre.

Hon. Ms. Taylor: First, | want to just say that when it
comes to the community of Carcross, | think thisais area
where | would be remiss if | didn't mention the ééwof in-
vestment that has been made, notwithstanding terether
priorities and other needs in Carcross as therghaceighout
the territory. That will always be the case, andwilecontinue
to work with them. When it comes to the Carcrossevieont,
for example, we have invested almost $7 milliorantks to
infrastructure funding being made available untler€anadian
strategic infrastructure fund. It's an example thetise, which
is really important because we talk about partripsshnd talk
about shared funding opportunities.

Those were a couple of large questions, and I'linap

| do realize the cost for the Marsh Lake best. Starting off with infrastructure in our conmities, you

know we do work with our communities, incorporatet un-
incorporated, on infrastructure needs. Working wfite Build-

The operation and maintenance foring Canada fund, for example — it's a significaendl of dol-

lars. We do work with the federal government eacth every
year in identifying priorities based on what we &&eard from
communities, and then prioritize them as such. &s gan ap-
preciate, there are pressures and demands on cesoan
every single level. Although | would have to sawttleven
though Yukon has its unique challenges, there e great
opportunities for our territory to be able to partrand work
with our communities in delivering a lot of infrastture that
we wouldn’t necessarily be able to see. When iteoto work-
ing with the volunteers, you know we are committegrovid-
ing safe, effective services and programs.

When it comes to EMS, for example, you know whether
that is working with all of our volunteers in theiespective
rural communities — 15 to be exact — or workinghiitour
rural incorporated communities, there is a sigaificamount of
work that has been done by the branch within thpatenent
of Community Services. | know that — and, of countds
broad ranging as well. From Whitehorse, you haweambu-
lance station that is staffed 24/7, 365 days a.yé& have
within our 15 communities outside of Whitehorsevgass that
are provided by volunteers. We also have made mtés-
corporating full-time primary care paramedics, ésample, in
the communities of Dawson City and Watson Lakes iery
wide ranging in how we deliver services and we verych
appreciate, like | said, that these are challenggsges. It is
something that we have been working with the cormitiasnin
making training available, education available —H ¢awhat
you will — professional development opportunitieshancing,
like you said, state-of-the-art facilities througihdhe Yukon
when it comes to providing the equipment, as vikHf's nec-
essary to meet our occupational health and saffatylards.

So there are a number of things that we need tirncanto
work on. It is a work-in-progress. But, again, ktjuvant to
recognize and acknowledge and give thanks for i that is
provided by our volunteers throughout the territang just say
how much we do appreciate and thank them for tikgence
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and their professionalism that they bring to thréittery on our
behalf.

Mr. Barr:
ple, they're adding a third bay to the fire haktb. | was hop-
ing to hear about some more areas throughout theryu—
about which fire halls do need major upgrades. @rgarticu-
lar, 1 understand — and in the comment of workinighvthe
communities in consultation with how things are ingvon, |
might note that — I'm not sure if the minister iwaxe, but in
Carcross, the water transfer station — the crevhe-company
— that came to rebuild that station which would maly
house a fire truck — it can't fit in there.

But regardless, the communication — the fire cllieffh’t
even know that they were starting the building bat twater
station or the ambulance. They had no idea. | #gtdeove by
and saw them tearing off the siding and said, “ipodi know
that they're working on this?” and they had no idSa they
got in touch with the water delivery guy and heatst driving
to Whitehorse to fill the water truck, to servicar€ross people
with drinking water. Then that proved to be kind cafmber-
some so they brought a double tanker down and gatkiey
Montana Services so that they could fill the wateck if need
be and continue to supply the community.

| do know that the community itself — there areuss
with the old tank that could go into where the fingck is being
housed at this time in the search and rescue hgildiut there
was some indication that it would be too costlymove this
tank over there.

Could the minister look into some of the ineffiaiéss in
Carcross and the communication — or lack of comation
— between EMS and the fire department on when tisege-
ing to be work done in the community?

Hon. Ms. Taylor: I'm just going back to the Mount
Lorne fire hall. As | understand it, the third bélye expansion
of the fire hall is proceeding.

When it comes to Carcross, as | understand, thervaéd-
tion is a separate building beside the EMS baycddifrse, that
is a Building Canada project that has been fundfében it
comes to the fire hall, it is also presently lodate the old
grader station, so there are two separate projhetswe are
talking about in that regard, if that assists thamher opposite.

Mr. Barr:
ment building. It did evolve into the search anscre. That's
where they do house the boat. It sits outside neeabse the
fire truck is in there. | guess the confusion wilte EMS — the
ambulance folks — although the water spout, whiethsb in-
dicated hadn’t worked for the last couple of yeafrsthey
couldn’t fill it from the outside. So the fire cHiididn't know
where the water would come from to fill that tru€kn the day
when this construction started, they didn't knowttthis work
would be going on. It was disruptive to the comnypieople
— the volunteers whom we do highly want to recogniz and
| can’t begin to say enough about the volunteer€amcross,
Tagish, Mount Lorne — all over the Yukon. This itsim dis-
pute at all. It's only in honouring them that thieg given this
information ahead of time so that they can bettan go do
their work. They certainly were not in this sitwati

There are ongoing issues with the building thatsesuhe
fire truck, and we in the community would like taeet with

| am aware that in Mount Lorne, for exam- those folks and maybe come together and look at thmse

things could be advanced in that community in paltér.

Hon. Ms. Taylor: I would like to thank the member
opposite for the comments he brought forward. Iragipte
what the member opposite is saying. | think theralivays
room for improvement when we can communicate andnwh
we sit down and plan infrastructure accordinglywas just
looking, for example, under Building Canada, jus¢ water
treatment — the upgrade that we were talking aleadier —
just phase 1 is $1.5 million. The upgrade on tteoiseé phase
— again we are looking at an additional $2.8 milliso there
are substantial investments being made.

Just to reassure the members opposite that therelear
fined needs and there are needs defined througiveuy single
community. Rest assured that the government is dtiguto
working with the community and sitting down withetltom-
munity and working with those who utilize those tadar
facilities — those who rely on those facilitiesdo their job,
whether it be volunteer, whether it be other.

| just wanted to point that out and to articulatmia our
government’s commitment with the millions of doaof in-
vestment that is being made, whether it is in watesatment,
fire hall upgrades or replacements.

Mr. Barr: | am happy to hear that we can do better,
and that we will work toward doing better. | knowCarcross,
with that lack of communication, it can be frusimgt | know it
was very frustrating for the fire chief and sometlod ambu-
lance workers — and not discounting the work thad been
done. Part of my reason for standing here is aslodk for-
ward to what we can do better and to move forwaitth ¥ne
rest of the plans.

| thank the minister for acting on removing sometlod
signage and the one-way street stuff, which isuefesolved. |
might say that the community and the LAC had noeusiénd-
ing. It was not in their minds what the final outo® would
look like. So | guess it goes back to some of thecammuni-
cation that has been going on in Carcross. | wbolge that as
we rectify the issues that are in downtown Carcresth the
high curbs, the crossing places for pedestrians fitatthew

| understand at one time it was a govern-Watson Store over to the White Pass station, aimirelting

the one-way street — things like that that we came together
on and work to have a favourable outcome for all.

Hon. Ms. Taylor: When it comes to Carcross —
think | alluded to this before — | am really proafithe gov-
ernment’s investments on the Carcross waterfrohtchwalso
incorporates the downtown core.

Some of those issues pertain to, as you said, gégaad so
forth. | know that there have been recent discussio the
Community Services department, as well as betweercom-
munity officials. | know that, as the member opp@®snay have
alluded to already, we have made immediate chatmseme
of the signage provided. | do want to say, thoublt there
have been discussions all along, throughout thesye@erhaps
seeing one thing in a proposed plan may be diffedrem ac-
tually seeing it on the ground, in the works.
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We strive to do a couple of things. One is to —elidve
that it has dramatically enhanced the communitytenms of
even the “Welcome to Carcross” signage. It's a bidusign,
done by one of the local artists — very creativeard some-
thing that has been in the works for many, manysydamight
add. Likewise, the boat launch, the dock, and tr&ipg lot in
Carcross — those have been works-in-progress fmestime
as well.

The visitor pavilion — that’s yet another fantagtiece of
tourism-related infrastructure that has been amotirechor
point for the community as well. The pedestriardpe — I've
been on that bridge many times, and it's just agofliece of
infrastructure that continues to draw visitors tayslonger in
the community and serves the clients of Holland Acze the
visitors getting off the White Pass & Yukon Routain, and is
just another valued piece of infrastructure witttie commu-
nity that is enjoyed by the community and visitasswell.

The Bennett viewing deck, restroom facilities oa theck,
theSS Tutshinemorial that we were able to officially open — |
believe it was last fall — the landscaping. | knawerk has
been done by others, as | referenced — CarcrossiT &gyst
Nation — over the years and, of course, by soméetompa-
nies as well. They have also enhanced some ofnfiastruc-
ture there.

| have to say that over $7 million in investmenisthat
alone speaks of the very importance of this ardhgacommu-
nity and to the territory at large. | just wantgay that we do
recognize the importance of strong relationshipgjoing rela-
tionships with all levels of government, all orderffsgovern-
ment, Yukoners, other community partners and diewte will
continue to invest in all of our communities, indilg the
community of Carcross. Again, when one looks atghgple-
mentary budget, it just reinforces our commitmémtpugh the
many projects we have underway in the Yukon, thinowg
every community.

Again, | just want to commend the community forragi
true to their community and placing such value logirt com-
munity. | also want to say thank you to the empésyef our
Department of Community Services and acknowledgentfor
working with the community. It is a work-in-progsesut their
ongoing work has to be recognized and celebrateddtiver-
ing the broad range of programs and the infrasiredhat is so
very important to be able to make us all very praadcall
Yukon our home.

Again, our department is working to create our aitir
healthy, sustainable Yukon communities through angoing
work —whether it is on the capital side or the gpiens side
— through our planned investment, working with tteenmu-
nities — and working with our communities, ensurthgt it is
community focused, it's community driven. We justerenced
some of those examples in the community.

Mr. Bairr:
ter, and especially the ones at the end about hisvcommu-
nity driven. It was really driven home at the lasteting that
the community doesn’'t want a one-way street. Thamanity
is the people who actually live there year-round] ¢hat we
just continue when we are working with all commigasit—

that we cannot undervalue all the hard work thasdoccur
with people coming from outside to sit down withopke who
live there.

It has been a long time planning and the things tlaze
happened have been great. We do look forward tarigoout
some of the difficulties and moving forward, to rimlabour
this any further.

I would like to mention that on page 2-3, under @um
nity Development, Sport and Recreation, as famawarking
with communities, as my colleague, the Member ftonidike
had noted in his response to the throne speechDé#veson
City recreation centre needed upgrades or new e tvas a
conversation around it being replaced. | noticesttbat there
was $623,000 that was removed from the line “DawSdy
Recreation Centre”. | wonder why that is so whegreéhwere
promises to do more in Dawson.

Hon. Ms. Taylor: | would like to thank the member
opposite and also the Member for Klondike for ragsithis
issue on the floor of the Legislature.

As | referred to in Question Period not long agorén
sponse to the Member for Klondike, we are committed
working with the community of Dawson on improvenseihd
their recreation facilities. In fact, we have hadagreement in
place over the years. | believe it is a $4-millicontribution
agreement between the Government of Yukon and ityeo€
Dawson for repairs and upgrades to the curreneation facil-
ity that has been in place. It has been a contdbwagreement
that has been in place since 2009.

I think the expenditure the member opposite isrrifg to
is as a result of those dollars not being experidethat very
purpose, which has happened from time to time. Madsp't
spent, and of course we are looking at a revofetime years.
It has been in place; we are committed to that rdmuntton
agreement. It's a matter of just simply not havingquired up
front for this particular year.

Mr. Barr: I'd like to move to payday loans. The min-
ister is responsible for consumer protection. THePNraised
the issue of payday loans and the high rate oféstd¢aken by
these loan companies, often from the poor or froamdient
workers who have difficulty getting a bank account.

| believe at the time it was raised two years dfe,then
Community Services minister said he was lookingwdiat
Manitoba was doing. Are there any reports to thisis¢ or any
regulations planned to prevent these rates?

Hon. Ms. Taylor: As | seem to recall, yes, there has
been significant dialogue and debate on the fléadhe Legis-
lature over the years. Within the Department of Gamity
Services, there has been movement afoot on vateues,
whether it be the provincial front or on the natibfront. |
think there is a movement afoot on the federalestdg’m not
mistaken, to move toward regulation on a natiorelel,

| do appreciate the comments of the minis-whereas some of the provinces have chosen to pptfoovin-

cial level to regulate. We are monitoring that debgoing on
right now and will continue to do so.

Mr. Barr: | would like to talk about credit unions,
which | think would be the minister’s responsilyilds the min-
ister responsible for consumer services.
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On December 9, 2009, the Yukon Legislative Assemblythat particular field versus the actual territorae®l provinces,

unanimously passed an amended motion establishiogma
mittee to study and report on introducing legisiatto estab-
lish credit unions, or allowing credit unions inporated in a
province to operate in Yukon. The motion mandates com-
mittee, made up of representatives of the governtes Offi-
cial Opposition, the third party, labour, businessd Credit
Union Yukon, to report to the Legislative Assemlily No-
vember 30, 2010.

In order to clear up any confusion, | must remine inin-
ister that the NDP caucus, when asked to nameétaber to
the committee, said it would be an MLA selectedrfrour cau-
cus. Members of Credit Union Yukon are wondering/ \here
is yet to be a meeting. In the interest of prowdactcurate in-
formation and not wanting to alienate the communigmbers
who have been interested in this issue, put tinm anpetition
drive and are ready to serve or assist this comiypuhiam
looking for some information from the minister. Wha the
government’s plan to get this committee up and ingth Have
all the stakeholders put forward their represevea® What is
the time frame for a first meeting? What is theised plan for
reporting to the Legislative Assembly on options?

Hon. Ms. Taylor:
— and it was back in 2009, maybe two years ago reesthat
time, as | understand, a couple of things have roedu

Primarily, and most importantly, there have beemeo
changes made to the fedeBalnk Actto provide for the estab-
lishment of a federal credit union model in Canadam not
sure what the time frame was, but | do know thatesithe ac-
tual time that the motion took place there was sdiseussion
that transpired which resulted in these changésetBank Act.

That said, we are looking to investigate our opgtidhat
may or may not allow the operation of credit uniansthe
Yukon right now, because of these very changebaddderal
Bank Actthat were not considered back in the day, or lmck
the time of this particular discussion. As | undansl, Canada
is currently developing regulations which are alequired
before the bill can be proclaimed. Given thesenedevelop-
ments in this legislation, we are still lookingiatWe are still
interested, but | think that it is very importantdee what hap-
pens on the federal front first and foremost.

Mr. Barr:
support this happening, and I’'m wondering if thisnister
would support credit unions in the Yukon?

Hon. Ms. Taylor:
of whether or not we are interested; it is a mattehow the
regulations are crafted and adopted when they arelgimed
by the Government of Canada, which will help defimkat
transpires thereatfter.

Mr. Barr:
work done toward this, and it would be great if sit@keholders
who have put forward representatives — or if thayd) if we
could hear a revised plan for what’s going to bmiog from
here.

Hon. Ms. Taylor: As | tried to reference in my re-
marks earlier, regarding what is transpiring on tiaional
front, it will be a matter of the federal governmeccupying

making it a moot point, if that makes sense for thember
opposite.

Mr. Barr: Okay. There is an increase of $2.2 million
for O&M in Protective Services. Is this taking irtocount the
transfer of municipal fire services to Protectivengces, from
the “Our Towns, Our Future” process? Can we getizchate
how this transfer is going? | believe | had askad.tl under-
stand firefighters are not considered an essesgialice. Why
is this?

Hon. Ms. Taylor: I'm not entirely sure what the
member opposite is referring to by firefighters tating re-
ferred to as an “essential service.” Perhaps thelme oppo-
site could clarify. In terms of the fire protectier the transi-
tion thereof — that was a commitment that was mada for-
mer minister responsible for Community Servicebelieve in
recent months — earlier this spring, if I'm not talkeen — as
the member opposite may or may not appreciate grimaabe
aware, fire service throughout the territory andtighout the
country, | might add, has become a very highly laigal in-
dustry, especially where safety is concerned. W looks
at the legislation that was tabled and was debaethe floor

Since the actual motion was debatedof the Legislature only some short months ago —sumgtive

legislation — presumptive liability — when you takdook at
that statute, as well as there was also the odomahthealth
and safety regulations that took effect as weltkbgome years
ago, and so forth — there are ever-increasing preson how
we deliver fire protection services within our conmities.

So we have offered to work with each of our muratijre
departments — working with all communities, at thatto
look at how we can provide some relief.

| see the Leader of the Official Opposition mayhagrs
not agree with that approach, but this governmeast dffered
to work with the respective communities on lookatchow we
can provide — work together — on identifying sonfelese
pressures that are being experienced by municipakrg-
ments. That is one of many issues that were idedtifh the
“Our Towns, Our Future” review that took place amds re-
cently tabled with some 18 recommended findingsiwithe
report itself.

There are ever-increasing costs associated withregu-

| understand that the federal changes ddations and with legislation. We want to take a swrad and

step-by-step approach that is inclusive and reigentlooking
at assuming responsibility for fire protection imetterritory.

How do | put this? It's not a matter The fire marshal’s office has established an adyisgroup

made up of the affected fire chiefs and the viassjatent of the
Association of Yukon Fire Chiefs.

| just wanted to say that we want to make a difieeewith
Yukon fire services. We are committed to providiag,| men-

| understand that there has been a lot ofioned earlier — not to sound redundant — ongoegpurces

in terms of making equipment and training availatdeour
departments so they can protect our Yukon comnamiind
our homes within those communities.

As | mentioned, it is at a fairly operational lewlthis par-
ticular time, identifying what is in place, whatrist in place,
finding the differences in how we deliver fire siees in our
respective communities. It's a discussion item tik con-
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tinue to evolve, and we will continue to learn frome another,
but it is an important discussion.

Mr. Barr:
the time | have been asking these questions. kdallrin my
response to the Speech from the Throne that, asssential
service, the ambulance service does fall undetetime “essen-
tial service”, because they deal with people amdwikll-being
of people. The volunteer fire department does atit Under
essential services because they deal with property.

| recall in my response to the Speech from the ié@rthat,
if it were our daughter or a disabled person whenitaable to
get out of the house, we would all think that oalunteer fire-
fighters would be pretty essential in getting thatson out of
the house — it definitely crosses over.

| understand that we’re looking at training and entyain-
ing — it begs me to ask then why we would not cdessfire-
fighters an essential service. Why can we not goétra mile
to include them? With the age of our volunteerthim commu-
nities and the training for them — as | understinish Tagish,
if they had the numbers, they would not even lggailiter a
building because of the lack of training. So | wbuask the
minister if we could move forward much quicker wittgard to
the volunteers and the training necessary to ent@use.

Hon. Ms. Taylor: Well, | suppose that’s exactly why
we're having these discussions. If the member ikings
whether fire service personnel are essential féegsarding
our communities, our properties, our livelihoodg ainswer is
absolutely yes. As | mentioned before, we do valuevolun-
teers. It is a shared responsibility, | might addfween the
communities and Yukon government. As | mentioned, do
support 16 volunteer fire departments throughoat territory
through the provision of emergency facilities, spkzed
equipment, training of community firefighting inethYukon.
As | mentioned earlier, those requirements are gingnand
will continue to evolve. That's not a bad thing.afk a good
thing — how we can better deliver efficiently, bata safe and
measured response.

So, again, in response to enhanced pressures otoour
munities to deliver firefighter safety — looking #iat need,
like the member opposite said, for the appropregeipment,
the training, providing that oversight necessargmplying
with new regulations. | mentioned before the octiopal
health and safety regulations — the presumptivislatipn that
we tabled and that the Workers’ Compensation Heaitd
Safety Board is working on regulations that we'lba see
evolve further.

So in response to that, and looking at all the quness, in
addition to the many other areas — pressure peitsxperi-
enced by our communities, we have in fact offeredvbrk
with our communities on a go-forward basis. Agdlihqualify
that as a measured and step-by-step approachsthatrking
inclusively and working on the operational leveliegin with.
I think we are off to a good start. | wholehearyeslipport the
fire marshal’s office and the group that the offiees convened
that is working with our community fire departments

Mr. Silver: I'd like to begin by just saying congratula-
tions to the Member for Whitehorse West for herifpms. |

think that her expertise in this Assembly will bgraat asset to
this ministry. I'd also like to extend a hello aadvelcome to

This has come up twice this afternoon inDeputy Minister O’'Farrell and Mr. King. I'd like tthank the

Member for Mount Lorne-Southern Lakes for runnirge t
gamut of different Community Services concernshéligh he
did speak upon some issues in the Klondike, hebeathat I'm
going to continue in that vein.

Not to sound like a broken record, but it has betated by
two ministers of the previous Yukon Party governimeuming
the election that Dawson would receive a commurgtycen-
tre. The current Premier is also on the recordhencampaign
trail promoting such a venture. Last week, the Bt of
Community Services also commented that she was imgrk
with the City of Dawson, which is wonderful, becais® am I.

| just wrote a speech for the Dawson Hockey andi@ur
Association and presented it to mayor and courtcibree of
their community meetings, basically talking abcw heed for
a steering committee in such regard.

Just to speak in the spirit of the continuing dodliation, |
look forward to continuing that circle and workingth the
minister involved so that everybody is on the sgrage and
we can move forward with this worthwhile and essgrand
vital project for my constituents.

That being said, | just wanted to ask a quick qaasbf
the minister to see if she could elaborate on ptaralow this
important project to get the green light and makteh base,
or maybe comment further, as to which budget we sdgé a
line item in for such an important project.

Hon. Ms. Taylor: I would like to extend my thanks to
the Member for Klondike. | look forward to workingith the
member opposite on issues that are important todrmsmunity
and all of Yukon. | have always enjoyed spendimggtiin the
Klondike region. They have a lot of enthusiasmythave a lot
of heart and | commend them for everything thay'treebeen
able to achieve over the years.

| have to pay recognition and acknowledge the goork
of the previous Member for Klondike as well, be@be pro-
vided a lot of leadership in terms of providing guities for
capital initiatives going forward. There is a laiimgg on in the
community and | think we have to be respectful ibftlzat is
transpiring in terms of projects.

Of course, when one takes a look at the commurfity o
Dawson, | was just looking at — just alone over plast num-
ber of years, just on the Building Canada fund, gasand
there was also the municipal rural infrastructuredf — there
have been significant investments and projectsifercommu-
nity of Dawson City. | think we need to recognibe tevel of
investment that we have made in the Klondike aasd, men-
tioned the other day, to the tune of approximasal§ million,
just when it comes to infrastructure projects alone

In terms of other investments that we have beeningak
they are significant — the replacement of the Koumart-
ments. There is significant work that we have duwiith the
replacement of the Dawson campus and the SchoWisofal
Arts. | would be very remiss if | didn’t mentionat) and the
refurbishment of the old liquor store and all thets been
achieved since that very time into the School ocfudi Arts. |
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do commend the City of Dawson for their forwarchking and Hon. Mr. Cathers: I move that the House do now ad-
their vision in putting forward these areas of ptio journ.

I know there was a significant amount of discussibout Speaker: It has been moved by the Government House
the hospital, for example. It is indeed significahhere is a Leader that the House do now adjourn.
great deal of economic activity going on throughdntfact, | Motion agreed to
was just looking at — just for example — the cdgitadget for
the community of Dawson alone. | think for thisch$ year — Speaker:  This House now stands adjourned until 1:00

and again these are the estimates, of course,éaraviooking p.m. tomorrow.
at, | believe it is about $29 million if | am notistaken.
So there is a significant amount of investment goam. The House adjourned at 5:31 p.m.
When it comes to recreation infrastructure, asimed in our
platform, we are committed to enhancing the lefet@mnmu-
nity recreation infrastructure within the communiyDawson.
We have had a contribution agreement in place twerlast The following Sessional Paper was tabled on Decembe
number of years to the tune of $4 million, and @&svan agreed 12, 2011
contribution between the City of Dawson and the &@gpent

of Community Services. Some of that has been drapon 33-1-12
over the years for substantive upgrades and lodkingenova- Yukon Workers’ Compensation Health and Safety Board
tions to the facility. 2010 Annual Report

I am not going to go into the significant historghiind the (Graham)

facility and all that went on, because we are teralk about
today and going forward. But there has been, it fasignifi-
cant amount of work done. There is an annual warkphat
has been established for this current fiscal yedrig currently
supporting the City of Dawson in looking at a goward ba-
sis. As | referenced before, there is work beingdemted for
upgrades and repairs to the current facility asd #he work of
the committee, which has also helped to establighannual
workplan.

They are also doing additional work, in collabavatiwith
the city, on looking to explore the idea of plamgifor a new
recreation facility.

Ms. Chair, seeing the time, | move that we repoogpess.

Chair: It has been moved by Ms. Taylor that the Chair
report progress.

Motion agreed to

Hon. Mr. Cathers: I move that the Speaker do now
resume the Chair.
Chair: It has been moved by Mr. Cathers that the

Speaker do now resume the Chair.
Motion agreed to

Speaker resumes the Chair

Speaker: | will now call the House to order.
May the House have a report from the Chair of Cottei
of the Whole?

Chair’s report

Ms. McLeod: Mr. Speaker, Committee of the Whole
has considered Bill No. 3, entitlefiecond Appropriation Act,
2011-12 and directed me to report progress.

Speaker: You have heard the report of the Chair of
Committee of the Whole. Are you agreed?

Some Hon. Members:  Agreed.

Speaker: | declare the report carried.



