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Yukon Legislative Assembly
Whitehorse, Yukon
Wednesday, December 14, 2011 — 1:00 p.m.

Speaker: I will now call the House to order. We will
proceed at this time with prayers.

Prayers

Speaker: We will proceed at this time with the Order
Paper.
DAILY ROUTINE

Speaker:  Are there any tributes?

Introduction of visitors.
Are there any returns or documents for tabling?

TABLING RETURNS AND DOCUMENTS

Hon. Mr. Graham: | have for tabling theYukon
Child Care Board Annual Repgrtequired under th€hild
Care Act section 4(1).

| also have for tabling this afternoon an update @irevi-
ous comprehensive report dealth and health-related behav-
iours among young people in Yukoequired under thelealth
Act, section 6(1).

| also have for tabling this afternoon thekon Hospital
Corporation Annual Reportrequired under thélospital Act
section 13(3).

| also have for tabling under thdospital Insurance Ser-
vices Actthe annual report respecting the administratiothef
plan.

Are there any bills to be introduced?
Are there any notices of motion?

NOTICES OF MOTION

Ms. Hanson: | give notice of the following motion:

THAT this House urges the Yukon government to estab
lish an independent commission to review all preessand
procedures regarding the appointments to governineatds
and committees, including the major government d®amnd
committees listed in Standing Order 45(3.2), inolgdproc-
esses for Yukon government appointments to comesittes-
tablished under thembrella Final Agreement

THAT the commission report its findings and recomme
dations to the House no later than the end of aie2012 sit-
ting of the Legislative Assembly;

THAT the review includes, but is not limited in geoto,
the processes for:

(2) soliciting, receiving and reviewing nominations

(2) reducing patronage appointments and makingtmeri
based appointments;

(3) setting honoraria and other rates of remunamati

(4) setting the terms of appointments;

(5) determining reappointments;

(6) reducing the potential for conflicts of intetes

(7) determining the need for new boards and coresstto
address new issues and concerns;

(8) disbanding boards and committees that no losgee
any widely recognized public function or purposed a

THAT in doing so this House affirms the importaoter
that government boards and committees play in #régpa-
tion of members of the public in the political, Edccultural,

FinaIIy, | haveYukon Health and Social Services COUﬂC”environmenta| and economic spheres of Yukon.

2010-11 Annual Repart

Hon. Mr. Kent: I have for tabling today th¥ukon
Housing Corporation Annual Repdur the year ending March
31, 2011.

| also have for tabling th¥ukon Liquor Corporation An-

nual Report April 1, 2010-March 31, 2011. Finally, | have for

tabling theYukon Lottery Commission Annual Regdort2009-
2010.

Hon. Mr. Nixon: | have for tabling this afternoon the

Mr. Barr:
tion:

THAT this House urges the Yukon government to f@llo
through on its promise to provide safe, accessbigter for
Yukon youth who are homeless by:

(1) committing funds to the operation of a permdnen
youth emergency shelter;

(2) ensuring youth emergency shelter is accessiblall
youth, including those under 16 years of age;

(3) ensuring such a shelter is barrier-free in gohloca-

| rise to give notice of the following mo-

Yukon Geographical Place Names Board 2010-2011 &nnutjon and admittance: and,

Report

Mr. Speaker, | also have for tabling this aftern@gnime
Prevention and Victim Services trust fund annuaporé
2010/2011 1 also have for tabling this afternodfukon Heri-
tage Resources Board Annual Report 2010-2(Hihally, |
have for tablingrukon Arts Centre 2010/2011 Annual Report

Hon. Ms. Taylor: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. | too

THAT the planning, design, construction, staffingne
plements and programming of such a youth shelf@ctebest
practices found in other parts of the country tigitowrganiza-
tions like Covenant House.

Ms. McLeod: I give notice of the following motion:
THAT this House urges the Yukon government to work
with the private sector to improve and expand comitgicell-

have for tabling theryukon Public Service Labour Relations phone service, including areas without service déhatexpected

Board Annual Report 2010-20,1as well as | have theukon
Teachers Labour Relations Board. Annual Report 22001

Speaker:  Are there any reports of committees?
Are there any petitions?

to see significant population growth.
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Mr. Hassard: | rise to give notice of the following If we look at the actual conduct of Question Peribds
motions: clear that the practice of this House is that nemd supple-

THAT this House urges the Yukon government to con-mentary questions are on the same matter or sufijeetform

tinue to support the rural electrification program.

| also give notice of the following motion:

THAT this House urges the Yukon government to nesea
and investigate solutions for the effect of permstfron trans-
portation infrastructure.

Mr. Tredger: | give notice of the following motion:

THAT this House urges the Minister of Educationrés
new the government’s literacy strategy so thae#ponds to
literacy needs across the territory, by:

(1) providing for a Yukon-wide statistical analysis

(2) assuring programs are community-based;

(3) establishing tangible, measurable goals;

(4) providing for a central coordinating body; and

(5) has ensured long-term funding attached.

Speaker: Is there a statement by a minister?

Speaker’s ruling

Speaker:  Yesterday during Question Period, the Gov-
ernment House Leader raised a point of order réggrgues-
tions posed by the Member for Copperbelt South. Goe-
ernment House Leader stated, “Supplementary quissiioe
supposed to be relevant to the first question, lanelieve the
member’s question is a new question”.

In response, the Member for Copperbelt South sdid,
think the programming in the Correctional Centreeigvant to
the cost of the facility and the nature of the piag that the
government has done on this facility — or the la€lplanning
that the government has done on the facility.”

In reviewing yesterday’'s Blues, the Chair noted tine
main and first supplementary questions of the Menfbe
Copperbelt South addressed capital cost overrurtheanew
Whitehorse Correctional Centre and the final supgletary
guestion addressed programming at the Correcti©eatre.

The issue for the Chair, then, is whether it i®ider for
supplementary questions to be on a different stibjeatter
than the main questiorHouse of Commons Procedure and

Practices says a supplementary question “is meant to flow

from or be based upon the information given to ltoaise in
the response of the Minister or Parliamentary Sacyeo the
initial or preceding question.” Such questions trebe con-
structed as “a follow-up device flowing from thespense and
ought to be a precise question put directly and édfiately to
the Minister, without any further statement.”

This Assembly has never followed such a restrictixac-
tice regarding supplementary questions. Nonetheldisis
statement provides some direction regarding thereadf a
supplementary question.

This Assembly’s Guidelines for Oral Question Persay
a question ought to address a matter of public iapce or a
matter within the administrative responsibility thle Govern-
ment of Yukon. Therefore, so should supplementagstjons.

of questioning pursued by the Member for CopperBeltith

was not in keeping with this practice.

It is the Chair’s ruling, therefore, that membersdd
continue to follow the practice of this House: theuestions
should be linked to the subject matter.

In making this ruling the Chair is trying to bal@antwo
things. On one hand, the Chair wants to ensurertteshbers
can exercise their freedom of speech in the Housfyding
the right to question ministers during QuestioniderHow-
ever, the Chair is concerned that supplementargtoue may
become supplementary in name only and come to li#ar
resemblance to the main question. The Chair doedel@ve
that would be in keeping with the nature of a sapmntary
question, the intent of the Guidelines for Oral §ion Period,
or the practice of this House.

We will now proceed with Question Period.

QUESTION PERIOD

Question re:  Political party cooperation

Ms. Hanson: My question, as | started to say, is for
the Premier. | am really interested in talking whilm and ask-
ing him questions about working cooperatively witiembers
of this House. The Yukon Party’s election platfacontained a
promise to promote consensus-building, collabonatend
compromise, rather than confrontation. These burdsvavere
spoken repeatedly during the election campaign, tbety
seemed to vanish from the Premier’'s vocabulary ohee/otes
were tallied. Neither the Speech from the Thronethe Pre-
mier's response contained the words “consensusl)dioora-
tion” or “compromise”. The throne speech did sp&akvork-
ing constructively with all members of the Houseingprove
the operation of its committees and proceedingkénLegisla-
ture. Over the first two weeks of the™Begislative Assembly
we have seen this government take an increasimtylgraarial
approach.

Will the Premier please tell this House why he teaseged
on his election promise to work cooperatively wathmembers
of the Legislative Assembly?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: | think that what the Leader of the
Official Opposition has stated is exactly what wettoing. |
think the tone within the context of this House lhaen very
amicable and there has been a collegial cooperatiomork
together. The Official Opposition is fulfilling tfrerole, in
terms of representing the Queen as the Officiald3jtjpn, and
this government will continue to move forward witle man-
date they were given by the people of Yukon towelifor
Yukoners.

Ms. Hanson: | guess it's a difference of perception
here, because clearly that's not the atmosphere wease
heard being reflected and being spoken to us freaple out-
side of this Legislature. The words are easily gpolout put-
ting them into practice is really another mattéogether.

Trust is built upon mutual respect, and it mustebened.
So far this session, the government has refusqordeide a
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budget briefing to all MLAs. The Premier has natpended to
verbal and written opposition suggestions to mdwewhistle-
blower protection file forward, and only yesterddlye gov-
ernment presented the opposition with a list ofcapees to
the Human Rights Panel of Adjudicators that it plao push
through this House without any prior explanatioiscdssion or
scrutiny. The proof is in the pudding.

The Premier said one thing during the election &looun-
sensus, collaboration and compromise, and now Heisg
another. Will the Premier please explain why cadla@ion on
fiscal transparency, compromise on whistle-bloweatgrtion
and consensus-building on panel appointments aremdis
list of priorities?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: I think I'll just say that we are
following through with what our role is, and | admithe Offi-
cial Opposition for following through with the rolbat they
have. In terms of cooperation, another examplagsthis very
morning. At the Standing Committee on Appointmeotdla-
jor Government Boards and Committees, there wamaensus
reached by everybody on all appointments, so Ikthiat's
another example of working together.

Ms. Hanson:
morning, because the members of that committee were
vided the information in advance and allowed taeevit and
have their own discussion. That was not the casexday.

It's a sad reality that public cynicism toward pick is
high, and that kind of denial increases that cywnmici Saying
one thing during an election and doing anotherffic@ only
serves to increase public doubt and mistrust. Welested
representatives must work hard to restore publit ia gov-
ernment. It's not something one party can do alone.

The majority of members in this House are new ®jdtib.
In the spirit of cooperation, I’'m willing to accetlite govern-
ment’s refusal to provide a budget briefing, iterste on sug-
gestions for moving whistle-blower protection fordiaand its
attempt to steamroll the human rights panel appwnts as
rookie mistakes. Will the Premier take respongipifor these
mistakes and commit to ensuring they’re not regkaiad that
this is not going to be the course of action fis government?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: I would want to start by saying
that the Leader of the Official Opposition is tryito lead and
create this atmosphere of mistrust that existsiwithe Yukon.
Again, | have to remind you, Mr. Speaker, on Octdbk there
was a clear message stated by the people of Yudmh that
was a record-breaking third consecutive majorityggoment
for the Yukon Party.

| want to just say that, during the Standing Corteeiton
Appointments to Major Government Boards and Conaagt
this morning, we had consensus from everybodyeims of
the names that were brought forward. When it cotoesom-
mittees, we’re still waiting for the name from tBéficial Op-
position, in terms of who their member for the wieislower
committee will be. We have not received that a thme.

| think in the last comment, in terms of atmospheave
have to really ask where this is coming from. Wdeard such
statements as “stunned bunnies” and “sheep” — rikthhe
other one was — that have come from the Officiap@xition.

| can tell you, Mr. Speaker, that we have not helastriptions
or name-calling as such from this side. Thank you.

Question re:  Capital project construction process

Ms. Moorcroft: | have some questions for the minis-
ter about the Yukon Party's fast-track-design-wAilglding
policy for construction projects. In this casewibuld seem
“fast-tracking” means beginning construction befdesign and
engineering work has been completed. Such a pafiegns
cost overruns, design changes midway through thetaoaction
project, and uncertainty. Can the minister telifubis process
is a good use of taxpayers’ money?

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: | would like to thank the mem-
ber opposite for Copperbelt South for the questand | will
continue on from my answers from yesterday. Whesoihes
to building infrastructure, when you create a nessign and
you build with a design and construction sort ofttet same
time, sometimes you fast-track. Things pop up dudonstruc-
tion that you didn't realize, so you have to adfgptit, and
that's the idea with fast-tracking.

When you look at a building — a state-of-the-aop-bf-

In fact. there was consensus reached thighe-line building like this, Mr. Speaker, you'reigg to have

some of these issues. I'm quite confident, likaitlsyesterday,
that this facility is going to be sought after by @anadians
when they look at how it works and how it come®insched-
ule and with the cost to build it.

Ms. Moorcroft: As the member just said, one exam-
ple of fast-track design while building is the n&hitehorse
Correctional Centre. This project has seen desiganges
throughout its four-year budget life.

According to all of the budget material, the projscnow
running at $73 million, a massive cost overrun. Bugple-
mentary budget for 2011-12, four years after thagut began,
includes a further $2.5 million for changes in desiThese
delays cost money — for example, the $3 millionrsgde re-
pair the aging Whitehorse Correctional Centre bsedhe new
jail wasn't ready.

Will the minister agree that a prudent approach lddne
to design first, based on use and function, rathen this ad
hoc process to construction?

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: In addressing the member oppo-
site, we should absolutely build a structure witssign done
first. We are committed to building on the good kthat has
been done. We look at some of our platform mandge)g
forward on new infrastructure that we have buliattwe de-
sign in a different manner.

Ms. Moorcroft: Perhaps we might do it differently
next time. Another example of a Yukon Party faatkrdesign-
while-build project is the new Watson Lake Hospital rather
it has been a slow-track design-while-build. Thetfattempt at
a new Watson Lake health facility was an extensimothe ex-
isting nursing station. It was left to deteriorébe over a year
while the Yukon Party government came up with a ndsa.
Since then, this project has gone over budgetelénl sched-
ule, and has had its design and purpose changedtszfby.

How can the public trust this government to manggtax
dollars properly when it cannot even figure out hmadesign
and build public facilities?
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Hon. Mr. Istchenko: I am hearing contradiction in
some of the things maybe said back on DecembeuwB're
committed; our government is committed to projebeing
done in the future — when we design — being builttione
and on budget. We're working forward; we're notkoay back
at the past. My department itself, through lookatiglean en-
ergy and some of the new things that | committethtoy re-
sponse to the Speech from the Throne — we looleagldp-
ment of our projects to be managed better, | guessld say.

Question re:

Mr. Silver:
pany announced it was moving ahead on new fedgibtlidies
for its Casino project. Their news release said, laguote: “It
is expected that the feasibility study will commeria early
2012 and is on track to be completed by the en20@f. One
of the major feasibility study focus areas is definthe lique-
fied natural gas supply for the Casino project.”

The company said that its best option for LNG isrtek it
from Fort Nelson. One reason the company must gbBott
Nelson is that Yukon has no policy framework ingeldo al-
low the development of a liquefied natural gas pssing
plant. It was identified as a priority in 2009, uhever mate-
rialized.

What work has been done to date on this priority?

Hon. Mr. Cathers: Again, what | would point out to
the member opposite, as he knows very well, ishmirowing
from what we said in the Yukon Party election mati and the
commitments we have made — including press releastse
election campaign — to create new regulations amgrave
our ability to both manage Yukon’s own natural gapply and
production and to allow for import where necess#y.the
member is well aware, as we have said in the pastprefer-
ence long term is to responsibly develop our oveoueces but,
in the mid-term and until those resources are prpeempa-
nies such as the one the Member for Klondike refzed are
proceeding with planning to use imported natura bacause
the Yukon's reserves aren't yet in production.

Mr. Silver:
sources and this government should be promotingdewel-
opment of this resource. If mines are looking farrenpower,
we could be supplying it from right here in the ukinstead
of getting jobs out of territory and going to Fbiglson.

Developing LNG is better for the environment thagsel;
it is good for our business community; it wouldngrinew in-
vestment into the Yukon and one day could growivtal min-
ing as our biggest resource sector. None of thishappen if
the Government of Yukon does not get its policy asgula-
tory house in order.

The 2009 energy strategy identified a liquefieduradtgas
processing plant as a priority item. That promise wepeated,
as the minister stated, in 2011, because nothilsgblean ac-
complished in the last two years. When will thisrgamment
complete the policy work it says is necessary ffigs thdustry
to move forward?

Hon. Mr. Cathers: Since being appointed Minister of
Energy, Mines and Resources and sworn into Caloine¥lo-
vember 5, I'd like to point out to the member th&iave been

Liquified natural gas

Last week, Western Copper mining com-

working diligently on this file, as with many ottserOf course,
in the election on October 5, we released a prlesse — in
the Yukon Party platform, or complementing the Yunkearty

platform, | should say — that committed to our steymd our
vision for meeting the territory’s energy needsluding in the
medium-term the use of natural gas for power pridnand

taking additional steps, including an independenwer pro-

duction policy and net metering policy, putting shesteps in
place to add new renewable sources of energy dhetarid,

while also taking these steps in the much longen te see the
vision for the future and developing future hydategntial and
ultimately, at some point in the future, connectinghe B.C.

grid.

As we indicated then and will again, that’s longtevork
and we are setting the vision going forward. As thember
knows, staff of Energy, Mines and Resources ar&iwgrvery
diligently on the additional regulatory structumat's necessary
to facilitate the use of natural gas for energydpiation.

Mr. Silver: The development of our oil and gas indus-
try and the accompanying liquefied natural gas stiguwould
provide a huge boost to our economy. As major mprepare
for production, one of the main factors in theicid®n is the
high cost of energy. Currently those options arétéd to die-
sel and possibly electricity, but with demands ébectricity
continuing to increase, that may not be an optithree

That brings us back to the potential for naturad. gehere
is a great deal of work being done in the EaglénBlarea to
develop this resource and we wish them well inrte&plora-
tions. It is the government’s job to ensure itsutatpry house
is in order to help industry to succeed. When Wi govern-
ment complete the policy work it says is necesaryhis in-
dustry to move forward?

Hon. Mr. Cathers: It's refreshing to hear from the
Member for Klondike. From the Liberal Party in tipast,
we’'ve heard the Liberals opposed to developmeist.nite to
hear that the member is supporting what we’ve oadiin the
Yukon Party platform and is borrowing from our coitments
to ask us to implement the commitments that we waidvould

The Yukon has its own natural gas re-4o. and will do

| thank the member for that question and it's delyain
stark contrast to what we’ve heard from the NDPhwtieir
policy of “put a moratorium on everything”.

Question re: Young worker safety

Mr. Barr: | have a few issues regarding employment
standards that | wish to ask about.

In 2008, the NDP tabled a bill calling for protecti of
young workers in the Yukon. In 2009 and in 2010iofeing a
government motion and consultations, this governmeade a
commitment to address the protection of young wark&his
year, theEmployment Standards Agtas supposed to have
been amended to address issues like minimum ag&tiess.
That has not happened. What is the minister doingrms of
the long overdue commitments to protect young wrkey
bringing in minimum age restrictions for certairctees?

Hon. Ms. Taylor: As | made reference to the other
day in general debate on Community Services, thel&m
ment Standards Board and the Yukon Workers’ Congignms
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Health and Safety Board continue to work togethreth@a very
important issue of young workers. As the membeiositp just
alluded, there was consultation undertaken as w@ltres the
proposed bill that was brought forward.

In fact, the consultation, as the member opposidy or
may not be aware, did not reveal any clear conseoswdevel-
oping an overall minimum working age in the temjtan fact,
subsequent to that consultation, there was a subsegnotion
that was brought forward by the minister respomsibf the
day, which spoke to the need to move forward wétutations.
In fact, that is what is transpiring. We look fomgdo the regu-
lations and moving this issue forward.

Mr. Barr: Injuries to young workers in the Yukon
have skyrocketed over the past several years. diesr from
the CEO of Yukon Workers’ Compensation Health aatety
Board that they are ready and want to move forveargoung
worker protection. In fact, Yukon Workers’ Competisa
Health and Safety Board has not received any respdmom
the Employment Standards Board on what they planaimd
doing to protect young workers.

Will the minister do the right thing — protect yaywork-
ers — and bring forward legislative amendments tiois
spring?

Hon. Ms. Taylor: Well, 1 will just repeat for the
member opposite that indeed the Government of Yukoes
take this matter very seriously and has undertakasultations
through the Yukon Workers’ Compensation Health Safety
Board as well as the Employment Standards board.

In fact, a comprehensive consultation did take elee-
garding young worker protection. As a result oft tb@nsulta-
tion, regulations are and will be forthcoming iretmonths to
come as was alluded to by, | believe, the repratigas of the

areas of general consensus that came out of tlooseltations.
We will continue to ensure adequate training, ddgon and
supervision of young workers. We are committedeceiving
those proposed regulations and implementing thegelations
on an industry-by-industry standard.

Questionre:  English language learners

Mr. Tredger: My question is for the Minister of Edu-
cation. There are increasing numbers of studentaiirsystem
who are learning English as a second language. & miecise
term better explains those students who may beilezaa third
or even a fourth language — the term is “Englistadsarned
language”, or ELL. ELL students now make up 20 @op&r-
cent of some schools’ population.

The numbers are increasing. What are the presenpran
jected numbers of students who require ELL — Einghs a
learned language — programming in the Yukon?

Hon. Mr. Kent: I may not have all the numbers the
member opposite is looking for when responding i dues-
tion, but | can give him the total number of ELudénts in the
Yukon as of November 17 of this current year. Adaog to
the notes | have in front of me, that was 157, rtiggority of
whom are concentrated at Christ the King, followsdF.H.
Collins and Selkirk, and then scattered throughotter
schools, mostly located in the Whitehorse area.

Mr. Tredger: Thank you for that answer. It's espe-
cially important to recognize and support teactzerd plan for
new students. The first few days of school aratecaltime for
these students. | would hope the Department of &thre is
working with employers and the Department of Imratgm to
emphasize the importance of planning arrivals iogide with
the school year. Where this is not possible, | doask the

Yukon Workers' Compensation Health and Safety Boarolminister this: are there plans in place to helpifias) students

There wasn't a clear consensus with respect tolojeivg an
overall minimum working age in the Yukon. Howevirough
the regulatory regime, there will be standards #ratput for-
ward, industry by industry. So in fact, work is peeding in
this regard and we certainly look forward to it ¢Gogithrough
to Cabinet very soon.

Mr. Barr:
that allow for young workers in different areasnmve for-
ward.

Mr. Speaker, yesterday we heard that the Government
Canada is concerned about Yukon's compliance with t
International Labour Organization’s standard onngworker
minimum ages. Not only has this government dragteteet,
but we are now receiving national and internatiqgoraksure to
protect young workers.

When will this government show it cares about young

workers’ health, safety and protection?

Hon. Ms. Taylor: Again, a great deal of work is on-
going, has been undertaken and will be undertaken. men-
tioned, our regulations will soon be forthcominbatt which
was in the works by the Yukon Workers’ Compensati@alth
and Safety Board and is conducive, as a resuliefmork that
was undertaken in consultation, as well, with tmeployment
Standards Board. We are working to appropriatebresk the

and teachers have the student successfully inezhiato the
school system in mid-year?

Hon. Mr. Kent: Some of the medium- and long-term
solutions that the department and |, as MinisteEdfication,
will oversee — the department has developed afistansla-
tors to work with immigrant families to increases tbtommuni-

| am aware that there are situations in placecation between the parents and the teachers asdheols.

There has also been work undertaken with the nultitical
centre here in Whitehorse. We were advised by dadminis-
trators that some of the immigrant families wereihg diffi-
culty communicating with the schools, so thosesarae of the
medium- and long-term solutions that we are uné@tato
integrate and make it the best learning experigrussible for
these young students who are coming to our courtmost of
which are coming in under the nominee program.

Mr. Tredger: The staffing formula makes no mention
and does not account for increased numbers of Eudests.
Our teachers and schools have been doing a finefjobping
with the challenges, but we need to ensure that tlaee the
support to do their job. So far the onus has beeteachers to
develop programming and to make the necessary anodia
tions. A coordinated response must be developeudet the
needs of these new Canadian children. Assessmelst and
materials for teaching must be readily available.
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Will the department adjust school-based staffinigcal
tions and identify funds to ensure support andningi pro-
grams are in place?

Hon. Mr. Kent: What the department is doing —
again, | mentioned the medium- and long-term sohgi This
is something that I'm sure members opposite, as ageinem-
bers on this side of the House, heard during thetieln cam-
paign, especially when it comes to the Catholiosthas there
is a high percentage of people in the labour mapkegrams
who are of the Catholic faith. It's something thet'll continue
to work toward and address this situation.

Again, | did hear it personally throughout the cangp as
did a number of my colleagues on this side of tloeid¢ and
some of the candidates who weren’t successfult dimicome
up during the campaign.

Question re:  Violence against aboriginal women —
policing contract

Ms. Moorcroft:
we now have a 20-year policing agreement that setsthe
terms of the contract between Canada, Yukon an®@MP.

During the 2010 review of Yukon’s police force, wem
brought forward their concerns about the high numbef
missing and murdered aboriginal women — 29 cas&&ikon
— and about improving police response in dealinghwi
Yukon’s high rates of crimes of violence againstnvem, par-
ticularly aboriginal women.

Now the United Nations is investigating the tragedyhe
murders and disappearances of aboriginal womenainada
because governments and the police have failed sodWhat
provisions are found in the new Yukon policing cant that
deal with improving police investigations into ces of vio-
lence against aboriginal women?

Hon. Mr. Nixon: Unsolved homicides and major
crimes in the Yukon, such as those involving vicemgainst
women, remain a grave concern to us all. Our afficmeet
regularly with the RCMP to ensure that police reses and
funding are in place to solve these crimes.

Presently M Division Major Crime Unit consists ak s
members, with the primary responsibility to condadtninal
investigations into all suspicious human deaths. akéeconfi-
dent the RCMP is diligently pursuing these investigns to
the best of their ability so the perpetrators canbbought to
justice and the families who lost their loved oras find clo-
sure.

Ms. Moorcroft: The Yukon Aboriginal Women’s
Council, the Whitehorse Aboriginal Women'’s Circledaliard
Aboriginal Women’s Society recognize the challendbat
many RCMP members face in policing in our commesitind
the need to work with the RCMP to ensure they meser-
vices to achieve public safety.

They want the RCMP to work cooperatively with them;
however, a respect for human rights and dignitthefperson is
essential in ensuring the safety of our communitiEsese
women’s’ groups made several clear and achievadtem-
mendations and | would like to ask the ministethése have
been addressed. Again, my question is about thieepobn-
tract. What does the new police contract have yoag@ut im-

The government has announced tharb

plementing a community-based policing structuret fegpre-
vention focused and community driven?

Hon. Mr. Nixon: Again | thank the member opposite
for her question. Major investigations vary in cdexity
depending on the crime, the number of suspectsyuheer of
witnesses, and the quantity, quality and type ofspial evi-
dence available. These variables all dictate tihection of an
investigation and the overall demand on human amah€ial
resources.

In 2009-2010, the Department of Justice providgupkas
mental funding through the Territorial Police SeeviAgree-
ment in the amount of $263,000 in order to enshed the
RCMP has sufficient resources to carry out seriousstiga-
tions of this nature. A request for supplementalding in the
amount of $235,000 for the major investigationst tnais been
made in the current fiscal year, as well as regusincrease
RCMP membership for the 2012-13 year.

Both requests are presently being considered thrawg
udget process.

Ms. Moorcroft: | think we’re all aware that there are
many variables involved in investigations. In evegynmunity
of the Yukon, people brought forward recommendatitimat
could have an immediate impact on how policing isesr are
carried out here. Increasing the recruitment ofrigbwal fe-
male police officers in Yukon communities and irasiag the
numbers of First Nations and women recruits ini® RCMP
generally could help make the changes that woukhgthen
relations between the police and community memb&nsther
recommendation was that the RCMP and Departmehiisifce
look at establishing a specific sexual assaultaese team. In
order to ensure that the recommendations made HgorYu
women to the police review are implemented undertémms
of the new policing contract, we’d like to seeliéte are provi-
sions in it. Would the minister table a copy of ttomtract?

Hon. Mr. Nixon: | thank the member opposite, again,
for the question. It seems to me that the membaskséng if
this is a good agreement for Yukon. Yes, this ngne@ment
signals a new era in the relationship between thieo¥ and the
RCMP M Division, built on accountability, trust ardstrong
partnership with the RCMP.

The new agreement will also give the Yukon govemime
greater ability to establish priorities as well kss involved in
setting the annual strategic direction for M Diwisi Thank you
for the question.

Speaker:  Time for Question Period has elapsed. | will
now proceed with Orders of the Day.

ORDERS OF THE DAY
OPPOSITION PRIVATE MEMBERS' BUSINESS

MOTIONS OTHER THAN GOVERNMENT MOTIONS

Speaker:  Opposition private members’ business, mo-
tions other than government motions.
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Motion No. 11

Clerk: Motion No. 11, standing in the name of Ms.
White.

Speaker: It is moved by the Member for Takhini-
Kopper King

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon to

work with all governments, including First Natiog®vern-
ments, as well as non-profit and private housingvidlers to
develop a Yukon housing strategy and policy franméwbat
will:

(1) include all Yukon communities;

(2) have performance and risk-management mesisure

(3) be comprehensive, innovative, practical aodiev-
able;

(4) increase the housing supply;

(5) improve housing affordability; and

(6) support individuals and families in greatbsusing
need.

Ms. White:
support of this motion today on behalf of the NDffictal Op-
position. As a born and raised Yukoner, | have essed the
rise and fall of housing prices and rental costsrdhe years.
I've watched land availability dwindle, and as hiogs de-
mands have increased, new home construction amal stack
has failed to keep pace.

Yukon’s housing crisis has grown on the Yukon Party
watch. Vacancy rates have remained low and landefsiden-
tial development has remained in scarce supplyskhguprices
have doubled. Rental rates have skyrocketed and than 100
people in Whitehorse are homeless or tenuouslydtudous-
ing challenges exist in almost every communityhi territory.

In Takhini-Kopper King, | have three trailer parkshose
pad rentals, on average, are $350 and they conttge up.
Every time they go up, there are promises that'lthggt new
services — that the parks will be paved, snow reahowill
happen — and nothing ever comes of it.

Over the past number of years, the issue has hadied
endlessly, but the government has failed to acinost of the
recommendations made in various reports. Governrhast
failed to listen to housing advocacy organizatiohse gov-
ernment has sat on the remaining $16 million of libesing
money from the federal government when it couldehbeen
building homes. Simply put, government has showoraplete
unwillingness or incapacity to take real leadershipsolving
the housing crisis. Leadership consisting of resioa is des-
perately needed.

Instead of moving forward with a comprehensive frogis
plan, with meaningful targets and timelines, thavgrnment
prefers to rattle off lists of projects in considéon or under-
way, but a list of disjointed actions does not ¢ibmie a plan.
An ad-hoc, one-off approach to housing is part batwgot us
into this mess in the first place. It is going &xé much more
than a long list of promises to get us out.

The housing challenges facing Yukoners run thetspac
— from difficulty paying the rent or mortgage torhelessness.
Working and middle-class people can't afford pricegiden-

tial lots and new home construction. Businessesggte to
recruit and retain the staff they need to operéteing people,
families, and transient workers are forced to ledneeterritory
to find work where housing is more available anfbrafable,
and the list goes on.

My point here is that the housing crisis affectsalisCan-
ada is the only G-8 country that does not havetamea hous-
ing strategy. The United Nations has described ihguand
homelessness in Canada as a national emergenfajriass to
the federal Conservatives, it was a Liberal Padyegnment
that cancelled the national housing strategy wesdrad. But
for more than the past decade in Ottawa, and heMhite-
horse, neither the federal Conservatives nor thiekon Party
brethren has taken a single, concrete step towamtprehen-
sive housing solutions. It's no wonder we face therent
housing crisis when our governments lack the malitivill to
do anything meaningful about it.

The motion before the House urges the governmedeto
velop a Yukon housing strategy and policy framewtbikt will

Mr. Speaker, | am pleased to speak inaddress our current housing crisis and give usad map into

the future. As | mentioned already, a housing sgyimust be
comprehensive. It must include all stakeholdersdasing and
urban and rural communities. It must respond tortéeds of
the people with all levels of income and culturdéntities. It
must be inclusive. A housing strategy must be imtioe. The
creative solutions are out there. It will take goweent vision
and a willingness to lead and to be bold to tuséhsolutions
from ideas into reality. A housing strategy mustgdractical

and achievable. It needs to be grounded in thetyeafl the

current housing crisis. It must contain concregpstwith suffi-
cient resource allocation to achieve them. The faaward

must be carefully planned, or nothing will be awkid.

A comprehensive housing strategy must include akon
communities. As | mentioned, the housing crisideigitory-
wide and affects more than just Whitehorse. A cahpnsive
housing strategy needs to have performance andhisiage-
ment elements. We are calling for immediate acthmut, that
action needs to be responsible. Strategies aretigfeonly if
they have a framework in place that allows the ele® in
them to be measurable and evaluated. It's harde@sore pro-
gress if we don’t know what we have set out to @ohi Goals,
timelines and benchmarks are critical if we trulgni to ad-
dress this crisis in a systematic and lasting way.

We aren’t looking to reinvent the wheel. The ansare
out there in various studies and reports and iffleas experts
in other fields. Other jurisdictions have succelgfimple-
mented housing strategies that are innovative aedepent-
setting, like British Columbia or Pride 2001 ande®ac, to this
day.

The problem of housing in the Yukon has been widely

studied. There has been a ton of housing reporecient years.
We have the information; what we need is a cootduhae-
sponse, a strategy and a plan and start tickinthefboxes.

| want to give my appreciation for the great wonkttthe
Yukon Anti-Poverty Coalition has done on the hogsarisis.
Their report A Home for Everyone: A Housing Action Plan for
Whitehorses comprehensive. It's visionary and it sets dwt t
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goals we must strive toward — that everyone neetisrae.
Their action plan should be adopted by this govemmTheir
action plan hits on some of the most pressing mgusioblems
— the lack of emergency shelter, transition housiogg-term
supportive housing, affordable rental housing, ralfdle home
ownership — and proposes a coordinated approadadkling
these problems.

The report is based on the coalition’s belief thatsing is
a human right and that safe, secure and affordabiesing
should be available to all its citizens; that we tagether and
collaboratively solve this housing crisis; we caarh from
other communities. When people are adequately lipusg
communities are healthier — the Housing First atitie.

The NDP Official Opposition agrees with these pptes,
and they should guide us in developing a housirgtesiy. A

Home for Everyonés really looking at where the housing crisis

hits the hardest — on Yukoners struggling in povest to
make ends meet. These are our citizens who arermnvait-
ing lists for social housing.

Right now, if you were to call to make an appointtne
you would be lucky if you got in in two months. the five
days of the week, Monday through Friday, the intdky is
only on Tuesday, and sometimes only on Tuesday imgsnIf
you were to get an eviction notice today for Japugr you
might not be able to see someone until Februaryvisat hap-
pens in the interim?

Our homeless, or the people who are forced to cguch
— we imagine that there are more than 100 in Whitsh
alone.A Home for Everyonealls for action to provide emer-
gency shelter, the housing of last resort for imtlials with no
other options. They recommend action to createcasad tran-
sitional housing. They ask for funds for a permangouth
shelter that is accessible to youth under 16, &afrée, with no
restrictions, so they can go even if they've usémbtel or
drugs.

portive Housing Coalition proposal. This was a mdjall
dropped by this government. The coalition, madeeafly im-
portant Yukon organizations, had a thoughtful ptrd re-
ceived CMHC seed funding.

A Home for Everyonalso wants to see land made avail-
able for a token fee to NGOs involved in supportinaising,
emergency shelter space or for transitional housiagancy
rates for rental housing are very low. Median rdrdse risen.
Many Yukon families are forced with very tough otes: pay
the rent or do you pay for heating, electricitygooceries?

Tenants are forced to pay higher rents and maysieeak-
ing out about substandard conditions due to thedenot find-
ing another place. Ourandlord and Tenant Ads extremely
out-of-date on issues like cause and rental ineseand this
contributes to insecurity for tenants living on rstlincomes.

A Home for Everyoneays the Yukon needs more afford-
able, accessible, adequate rental units, and tthges, this is
what we need to do: we need to work toward getinitders to
construct affordable, multi-unit rental units thgbua mix of
zoning incentives between us, the municipal govemtnand
YTG. We need to increase the supply of social hausnits by
making social housing a key priority for Yukon Hmg Cor-
poration, by following the Auditor General's catirfstrategic
planning and action on social housing needs anddtiing
targets to ensure supply meets demand. The wstftis social
housing are great in our community. People arestliaway —
seniors, the homeless.

We know that there are no provisions to deal wittkoh-
ers from the communities who have medical issudsnaed to
be in Whitehorse to be near the hospital. Meanwhiie also
have issues of quality of the rental housing supplg have no
minimum rental standards. A housing strategy wqulite a
priority on adopting and acting on the report oé tBelect
Committee on thé.andlord and Tenant Act. have people in
my riding who rent basements. They don’t have winsldhat

We need to create more emergency spaces for wonten athey could get out of if there were a fire. Theyddot plates

for families. A Home for Everyonealls for action to provide
housing with long-term support. We are so far beéhim pro-
viding supportive housing for the many needs of dhexs.
Supportive housing works to integrate supports sargices in
a housing model. This is a key way to promote $ac@usion
in the Yukon. Supportive housing for people liviwgh addic-
tions, with FASD, with physical disabilities, withental health
issues, or for low income seniors is insufficienhon-existent.
And we know that, without supportive housing, cgst end
up somewhere else.

Take, for example, the financial cost of visitshe emer-
gency room at Whitehorse General Hospital by theedg in-
toxicated persons at risk. If they had a place twmyd go, we
would save on that cost.

Dr. Beaton and Chief Allen in their task force reparote
of the financial pressures toward staffing of apited that
could be relieved if there were adequate housirdy srelter
solutions.A Home for Everyonealls for action to identify sup-
portive housing needs, how services could be iategr and to
expand the number of facilities where support sewiare pro-
vided by in-house staff. It says to fund the Nomth€ity Sup-

and they share the laundry facilities with the peoabove
them, so when they walk down into their unit, theseo pri-
vacy.

Our shelter allowance rates are inadequate and dowér
market rates. This punishes Yukoners living on aoassis-
tance. We need to review social assistance policiesnsure
that we promote social inclusion. The Yukon AntvBrdy
Coalition is looking at creating a rent-well progrdor tenants
who might not have references or a great trackrdecbhere
would be an education certificate and the needfguarantee.
The Yukon government needs to provide support sistthis
effort.

Many Yukoners can't afford the average $370,00@epri
tag for a home, and we all know right now $370,0heap.
A housing strategy would address this and come itip evea-
tive solutions toward financing, land availabiléyd develop-
ment to ensure that owning a home is not out athreAgain,

A Home for Everyonbas touched on actions needed to address

the crisis in affordable home ownership. The repdentifies
actions such as: releasing more land for housimgldpment;
increasing density and modifying zones; providingeintives
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to develop derelict land or buildings for housiregds; sell lots
below market value in some cases — the Yukon's move
market rates from development costs has contribistétbmes
being priced out of many people’s price range —tiooing to
support Habitat for Humanity projects through pding land,
waiving development fees, by donating materials\déuand
labour. | know that Phoenix Rising utilized studerftom
Yukon College. It also utilized inmates from therreational
facility.

A Home for Everyonds about a coordinated, new ap-
proach for action. It is a wonderful blueprint far housing
strategy for Yukon that is sorely lacking. In denghg a hous-
ing strategy, we need to build on the great worntbin this
report. We believe the first step in dealing witte thousing
crisis is to increase housing supply.

We must partner with First Nations and faciliteteit de-
sire to become involved in development of theiditianal
areas.

In the City of Whitehorse, the two First Nations ghe
second largest landowners. By helping them witingjtand
leasing arrangements, they will become paramourobtirde-
velopment. We must partner with municipalities aettling
land use questions. By identifying need in all camities, this
government could take a proactive approach to leselplan-
ning. We should encourage municipalities to becamae
involved in housing. In other jurisdictions, mumial govern-
ments have established social housing in conjumatith their
provincial governments; that's an example we cdalidw.

We must work cooperatively with private developdrs{
the housing crisis will not be resolved with a pymmarket-
driven approach. We cannot expect the private sd¢otsolve
what is ultimately a social problem. Their job & develop
land, to build houses and to earn a profit. It'e fob of the
government to help address our collective challengée must
establish clear expectations and guidelines forapei partners.
There must be incentives, but there must also bheempences
to ensure success.

health promotion, mental health, substance abubacation,
employment and life skills development.

Northern City’'s clients are not just tenants; thveyl be
residents. That might not sound like much, but $kase of
ownership will make all the difference. They wik Ipart of a
healthy, dignified community and encouraged andaged by
staff to access programs and services related div tiell-
being. The approach is based on a harm reductidaspphy
and to address the availability of low-barrier hiags

Low-barrier housing is housing where a minimum namb
of expectations are placed on people who wishue there.
The aim is to have as few barriers as possiblditovanore
people to access the services offered. This approagours an
individual’s human rights. Low-barrier facilitieslfow a health
promotion and harm reduction philosophy. Harm réidac
focuses on the risks and consequences of partibelzaviour,
rather than the behaviour itself.

In terms of substance abuse, it means focusingrates
gies to reduce harm from high-risk use rather tinaisting on
abstinence. Abstinence is neither condoned nor exondd;
instead it is considered one strategy among mamgret Harm
reduction means that residents will have ongoirggss to ser-
vices to help them address their substance abggesislt is
based on the understanding that recovery is apoogess and
that users need a stable living arrangement toconee their
addictions.

In constructing seniors housing, we must take atoount
the effects of aging. Preplanning during this deggase will
save millions of dollars in renovation costs latehen the
buildings need to be retrofitted to meet the semineeds. Yes-
terday | spoke a bit about 600 College Drive anééd to reit-
erate that the seniors who live in that building’taccess their
bathtubs. They can'’t get to their showers. Theytdake baths
safely. At what point do we start being proactimeour design
as opposed to reactive in our construction?

We all expect our homes to be safe, healthy anddet a
minimum standard of repair. Due to the housing tsigyar

We must partner with NGOs — those organization$ thaacross the territory, tenants in all communitiegehbeen taken

know the housing needs of our most vulnerablearisz These
organizations best know the populations they deitth \@nd
their special requirements for housing. We muspaoed in a
timely fashion and positively to business plans angposals
from NGOs. It is in our interest to support themhas been
proven by many studies that what is needed forghggnent of
society is housing first.

No one can become an active participant in soeatybe
included as a productive citizen without sheltene T™Northern
City Supportive Housing Coalition is a perfect exdenof an
NGO that is trying to address the housing needbehard-to-
house. Northern City has submitted far more thah g ideas
document. They've used examples from across thatpoto
come up with a viable solution for us in the norithey've
spoken to banks and other funders to come up witbnapre-
hensive plan to build a suitable space to addfesséeds of
the hard-to-house. They follow the Housing Firstiqgophy.
It's quite simple: provide housing first, and theombine that
housing with supportive treatment services in theas of

unfair advantage of by having to rent substandafidd ac-
commodation. It is a responsibility of the govermint® set out
housing standards. No one should live with mouldhkén
windows, unsafe wiring or without basic amenitiekaw can
we set that standard when Yukon Housing’s own siedladly
in need of repair? We need to develop a systenicefsing
and crediting for home inspectors and for home kmiye

Buyers need to be confident in the information tthegy
are given before they purchase a home. When a oewe his
bought or built, that homeowner needs to be confide the
quality of their purchase. We need to develop admsmers’
protection act that will enable new home buyersatiiress
building deficiencies. This would go hand in hanithva home
warranty program. We need to send a message toelsithat
substandard construction is unacceptable, and wlieype re-
sponsible for their product.

With all of the hard work put in by the communitsogps
and our own select committee, we owe it to thdttesr to re-
spond to recommendations brought forward to therhmnge
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the Landlord and Tenant AcWe have proposed a residential
tenancy act. This act would provide a legal framewimr
rental units and outline the rights and resporitidsl of both
landlords and tenants. It would also ensure a Hasadth and
safety standard for all rental units. It proposelispute resolu-
tion process that will avoid the use of courtstimancy prob-
lems; therefore, saving both time and money on biatés.

Staff housing in communities is a problem. Thefdtalis-
ing outside of Whitehorse is in a dismal statés Ih short sup-
ply and some units are of very poor quality. Tkis1o way to
encourage applicants for vital positions, suchcesas workers
and teachers, in our communities. Without a stsategl plans
for staff housing, based on consultations with tFMations,
communities, unions and managers, we fall shorthenneeds
of communities and employees. It is our resporigibias
elected officials to take a leadership role in ese to the
housing crisis.

Let's lead by example. Let's be bold; let's be inative.
Together we can show the rest of Canada that tirergvorka-
ble solutions to the housing crisis. | strongly amage mem-
bers of this House to vote in favour of Motion Nd for a
comprehensive housing strategy. Thank you, Mr. Egrea

Hon. Ms. Taylor: I would like to start by thanking the
member opposite for bringing forward this timelydawery
important motion for debate. I, contrary to perhapmy other
members, past or present, happen to view that tprirgem-
bers’ day is a great opportunity to debate isstiégsrmlamental
importance and to be able to hear many of the meshbiews
and perspectives on issues of importance.

| think that when it comes to the issue of housihgs an
issue that all of us — at least I'm assuming allsf | know |
did — heard about at the doorstep, and it remdifisrmlamen-
tal importance to all Yukoners.

Of course, as the member opposite just referred ts,a
very complex issue. It's one that deserves quité af discus-
sion — some context, some history — about wherehawe
been, where we are today and where we’re aboubtasga
Government of Yukon. There are many aspects or rfecets
to addressing housing within the territory, frommdadevelop-
ment to a holistic view.

As a member of this Legislative Assembly for thestpa
nine years, | have seen great, drastic improvemeénts| also
recognize that there is considerable, significaotkweft to be
done. That is our job as legislators — to be ablisten, to be
able to collaborate, work with our partners, anentify areas
on a go-forward basis for improving housing, auaillity of
land, addressing the issue of affordability andcofirse, ad-
dressing the many different, complex needs witha tousing
continuum. I've often spoken about the continuuracduse
housing is not just a cookie-cutter approach. s just about
building a single-family residence.

That is not going to cut the bill for everyone. Bxane has
their own finite needs; everyone’s situation isyeifferent,
even in as small a jurisdiction as the territoryatthough our
population continues to grow. | think our respotsdousing
in the territory needs to respond based on thoseneeds.

| do want to recognize and thank the member farginig
forward this motion. It speaks to a number of défe issues
pertaining to a framework within a strategy andtgies to, of
course, all of our communities within the territody talks
about measures for reporting and, of course, thag¢ compre-
hensive, as | just alluded to. It's about incregdime housing
supply, improving affordability and supporting imitluals and
families with the greatest housing need.

There is a lot to this motion, and | do have a thimgs to
say here this afternoon in response to this motiomant to
assure members opposite that housing is of fundiiempor-
tance to this Yukon government. | just wanted tp that there
is a lot to this issue.

So | just want to provide some context, going badew
years. | know members opposite may not like toemflupon
our past, but | think it's important to reflect upbow we got to
where we are today, and that is by reflecting uigsnes of the
past.

As a person who was born and raised in the Yukbayve
seen significant changes in the territory. It'swénportant to
see where we were and where we are today. In pkatjdack
in 2002, for example, prior to the Yukon Party takioffice,
we had experienced a number of years of economicon.
Our population had been in decline for several eontve
years, which followed the closure of the Faro mbeek in
1997. Our unemployment rate was in the double-dégige for
a number of years. Our mining industry was not \erglthy at
that point, with exploration and development spegdbeing
less than $10 million at that point.

We also saw that, over the course of that several-pe-
riod, almost 3,000 Yukoners — primarily, | mightdadvery
young people — who comprise our prime labour fdred to
leave the Yukon to find labour opportunities ougsitie terri-
tory.

So, you know, back in those days, housing perhapstd
receive the attention that it could have at thatigaar time
because of the very situation that Yukon foundfiise So we
went to work and, of course, rebuilding our privatector
economy was job number one for the two successiviol
Party governments elected in 2002 and re-elect@®@®, and
here we are today, again re-elected just recently.

Of course, that was and continues to be of primgom
tance to the territory — putting Yukoners back torky diver-
sifying our economy in many different ways, and imgkthe
Yukon a very attractive, desirable place to noydie, but to
invest in, and to visit from the tourism point déw. We were
able to effectively put Yukon on the pathway togperity and
here we are today moving forward along that veryrjey. Our
vision for moving forward together today continuesbuild
upon the previous four pillars that were outlinedour two
consecutive platforms: better quality of life, emviment,
economy and good government. | have to say thaingluhe
first two terms of the Yukon Party government, thefs great
emphasis and a lot of work placed on investingtiatsgic in-
frastructure that not only put Yukoners to workt biso placed
great emphasis on training opportunities and ethgatur own
student workforce, ensuring that when growth occursin
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fact, is occurring — that Yukoners would be abletake ad-
vantage of those very opportunities.

We went to work on many strategic initiatives irllaoo-
ration with Yukon communities, with Yukon First Nats, the
Government of Canada, the private sector and mdnguo
agencies and non-government organizations, as Iheadg
been alluded to. | am very proud of the infrastnuet whether
it is expanding in energy infrastructure, expandauy hydro
capacity, which is so very important for the growh our
economy, but also investing in schools — investimgpost-
secondary education opportunities, replacing oukoriuCol-
lege campuses in Dawson City and Pelly Crossind;arild-
ing a new School of Visual Arts in collaborationthvithe
community of Dawson, Klondike Institute of Art ai@ulture
and Trondék Hwéch’in First nation. We have beereato
invest in other new schools such as the one in @eks and
we are working on a replacement of the F.H. Colesondary
School, as well, as we speak.

We went to work on investing in health care infrasture,
which is another very important piece of infrastawe when it
comes to attracting and retaining our health caodepsionals
in our respective communities and ensuring thathaee the
service on the ground to be able to accommodatgrtheth in
our population that we have seen.

We went to work investing in critical infrastrucgyrand
we also went to work in collaboration with all ordend levels
of government and also the private sector in piagich cli-
mate that was conducive. It continues to be condutd the
growth of the private sector, as well. We have sgeat pro-
gress in this regard. | want to reflect that thbexe been a
great number of statistics in terms of the econognawth the
Yukon has seen, which is very important in provigthe con-
text in the housing situation of today.

When we look back, in 2003, just shortly after werev
elected the first time as a Yukon Party governmitret,level of
mining activity was not as robust as it is todagday we have
another record level of mining exploration and depment;
we have producing mines, something we did not liaevi-
ous years.

In terms of building permits and values — both be t
commercial front and residential — we have alsnsadre-
mendous growth in these over the last 10 years, r@sult of
the Yukon being a very attractive place to live amgrow and
to go to work, as well. We have, as | mentioned, capital
expenditures. One of the things that we did as \e&emguonent
and continue to focus on, is investing in, likealds important
infrastructure, as well as building our fiscal ceipato where it
is today. | can say that investments to supportgtioevth that
we are experiencing there today have grown subetint
whether it's on the housing front; whether it's pakadmini-
stration — and the list goes on. We have beentabigow the
fiscal capacity of the Yukon government, workingotigh our
formula finance agreement, also working with thev&ament
of Canada on many infrastructure items, either tone- ex-
penditures in collaboration with municipal governmge or
First Nation governments, through Build Canadéherdas tax.

We have also seen expenditures such as the munigipa
ral infrastructure fund and the Canadian strategrastructure
fund, to say but a few. We have also benefited thyrdeom
infrastructure through the territorial health accésnd, which
has provided growth opportunities investing in Heahfra-
structure.

INTRODUCTION OF VISITORS

Hon. Mr. Cathers: | beg the House’s indulgence to
welcome to the gallery a former MLA and a constituef
mine, Al Falle, the former Member for Hootalinqua.

Applause

Hon. Ms. Taylor: Actually, Mr. Speaker, | too would
also like to extend a warm welcome to Mr. Fallet blso to
Kim Solonick, who is our executive director for YarkWomen
in Trades and Technology.

Applause

Hon. Ms. Taylor: As | was mentioning, our fiscal ca-
pacity has enabled us to invest in significant opputies that
are conducive to the growth of the Yukon. As a lteste have
also seen a significant growth in our labour fottés at an all-
time high.

When it comes to Yukon's unemployment rate, we are
among the lowest in the country today as a redutliversify-
ing our economy. I'll touch upon that in a few morte That'’s
despite the worldwide economic recession — the domn—
and the continuous challenges that we continuexperéence
on a global basis. Yukon has been able to withstamde of
these challenges; not to say that we don’t conttoueeep our
eye on the ball, but it is important that we remaivery attrac-
tive place of employment.

When it comes to our communities, when we lookhat t
population growth, the City of Whitehorse alone lsagn its
population grow. All across the territory, | recttiiat back in
2002, our population was standing at around just @9,000.
Today | believe we are just about at 35,000, pesteaqen over
that today. Within a relatively brief threshold tohe, we have
seen the population grow substantially. That add=ssqures
upon our housing stock and also the need for dii@ishous-
ing.

In the City of Whitehorse alone, | know that upour area
— my family resides in the Copper Ridge area ancetdgone
so for more than 15 years — just on the same streetnd
we’re now considered one of the original peopleobging to
the Copper Ridge area. We have seen a growth afrlds in
that particular area. As a result, we are havingegpond to
some of the pressures as well. We have seen aadibtz
amount of housing stock go up in that area, fronglst-family
residences to condos, duplexes, triplexes, fouesieand there
have been new mobile homes being invested in —ethave
been all kinds — as well as basement suites argdkegasuites
also associated with the housing mix. So we haea setre-
mendous amount of growth.

As a result, the Yukon government is working topmxd
to some of the city’s pressures with, for exampte added
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extension of Hamilton Boulevard; a new, second derue
station at the top of Two Mile Hill, just below th@anada
Games Centre, to help enhance our response timeméo-
gency medical situations. Those are just a coupkexamples
that we have seen within the City of Whitehorse.

We have seen growth throughout the territory. s just
situated in the City of Whitehorse. We appreciat there is a
great demand for land development, as well as hgusbck.

When it comes to Yukon'’s population, there has eeent
migration to the territory over the years. The tfaontinues.
Indicative of that were the recent announcemechahges and
enhancements that support Yukon’s labour framewionkni-
gration — we are receiving more immigrant workdxsth on a
temporary as well as permanent basis. This is ya imgportant
part of our population, providing Yukon businesgesontinue
to open their doors and to respond to all of thewymemploy-
ment opportunities that are available in all of ¥heon Terri-
tory.

The other trend that we're finding in more recesang —
the last 10 to 20 years — is that whereas, perhalpsnh | was
growing up in the Yukon, and people would reaclireatent,
many of those individuals would find their way doutVe're
not seeing that too much any more. In fact, we&eirsy quite
the contrary. We're seeing more and more individQatoners
choosing to retire in their own home communitids testa-
ment to the quality of life that we have to offegré in the
Yukon — whether it's on the cultural stage, orenms of sen-
iors benefits, health opportunities, and, of couwsmnting to be
with your family as well. Going door to door in nayea, that
was another very interesting trend that | continteedee and
applaud — families who moved away from the Yukonngna
years ago are now choosing to come back home t¥uken.
They are coming back to join their parents andrsijsl because
there are growth opportunities in the Yukon, unlkany other
areas in the country. But it's not just becauséhefjob oppor-
tunities; it's also because of the quality of liées, | mentioned.

One only has to take a look around the territoryn-every
corner — and it's just a great reminder of what esakis so
very proud to call the Yukon our home. So that im@adding
pressure on housing stock and housing demand thootighe
territory.

interesting how things have evolved since then. Nanre we
find ourselves.

Beyond first-time home buyers, there are also thoee-
ing who have children, who have different needfaaslies, all
the way to seniors housing demands. We just spbkatahat
with respect to Yukoners, more and more who aresing to
stay in the Yukon longer and longer.

As | mentioned, the five-year mortgage rate is ingkto
remain low in the next number of years — the foséda.
When | say “low”, it's low by historical standardEhat is also
serving to enhance the opportunities for more iidgdials to get
into their own homes.

| just wanted to provide that context and just éflect
upon where we are today. So, whereas where we ateng 10
years ago is somewhat different, as | mentionednowe have
record mineral exploration spending. We have newsdpcing
mines with more on the way. We have a high levedafstruc-
tion activity, thanks to many capital initiativesconrring
throughout the Yukon, whether it's infrastructurezéstments
in new hospitals, in new housing initiatives, oreducation
opportunities, new businesses, new growth, condoand-the
list goes on.

We have also been experiencing, regarding tourésme-
bound in the visitation since the major recesstounck just two
or three years ago, and a significant growth irae@ess, which
is an interesting trend, to say the least. Agdianks to the
government’s vision and foresight, a major expamsib the
Whitehorse International Airport has occurred tocaomodate
more and more air access. It is in fact working.

We've experienced some 30-percent increase in ishaliv
als planing and deplaning at the Whitehorse Intesnal Air-
port. We are seeing also continued demand for @ess in
communities such as Mayo and Watson Lake, andghgdes
on, as a result of mines in place and opportunities could
expand with the growth in outfitting opportunitiemurism,
commercial wilderness and many others.

We have seen significant economic growth, as | fjush-
tioned, whether we have seen population, employnteade,
all of our economic indicators, as our Minister BEéonomic
Development just recently tabled in the Legislatare believe
alluded to it in the Legislature — the economiclaak for this

We are seeing a whole gamut of different populatioryear. We have seen significant growth. | mentioresburce

demographics throughout the territory, whether fifst-time
buyers or individuals coming to the Yukon, or eweming of
age — finding their first rental. Those individuaee moving
up with the lower interest rates in the countryewlit comes to
mortgages — that is also serving to make it mamactive for
individuals — particularly younger individuals — toove up
and to become first-home buyers.

| have to say that when | first moved to Whitehotse
work in 1990-91 or maybe 1992, it was January.st jecall
that at that time there was not much availableims of rental
opportunities. | remember going through the “FomRdist
and there were a couple of places at the partidirtae. | re-
member calling up one and there was actually aihidaar
going on in terms of who could provide the betteald so to
speak — at least it appeared to me at that paatidirhe. It is

development, construction, and of course all of tlontributes
to additional economic employment opportunitieslindiffer-
ent sectors.

We have seen a significant amount of exploratiod an
mine development expenditure at an all-time higishing, |
believe, $300 million in just development expendit) and
that does not even take into consideration othpemditures.

When one takes a look at some of the mines — Minto

Mine, Bellekeno, Wolverine Mine; when you tally aif that,
we have direct employment anywhere from 700 to p&@ons.
All of this is helping to fuel some of our local mounity
spending, new opportunities in the supply sectat egcent
service sector growth. We have seen mineral gssgy labs;
engineering; environmental services; transportasenvices.
The strong flow of benefits from mining to our otreectors,
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such as accommodation and food services, is alsal dor
tourism opportunities.

As | mentioned, as a result, we are investing imarpub-
lic infrastructure to accommodate this growth.

I mentioned investment in new hospitals: Watsone_akd
Dawson City. We're looking at expansion of the Whitrse
emergency facility here in town. We've investedhe interna-
tional airport here in the City of Whitehorse.

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

Point of order

Speaker:  Member for Mayo-Tatchun on a point of or-
der. be

Mr. Tredger: The member opposite is repeating her-
self.

Speaker:  Minister of Community Services on the point
of order.

Hon. Ms. Taylor:
self. | believe | am articulating some of the grbveind its di-
rect impact on the housing demands in the territogay,
which is prevalent to the motion we are debating.

Speaker’s statement
Speaker:
time.
The Minister of Community Services has the floor.

Hon. Ms. Taylor:
trends are expected to continue from years onamuat,this will
continue to add additional demand for housing. Wiheomes
to the Yukon government and the motion today, whipbaks
to the housing framework and strategy in placeqadt hous-
ing is a fundamental building block for our socrell-being.
It's also very important for economic growth; farclusive,
safe, sustainable communities. It provides a Hasigl of shel-
ter; it's more than just a shelter, it's about mgva home that is
a person’s regular personal space, or it could éeniewed
more broadly to include a sense of belonging ireghbour-
hood or community life.

The topic of housing spans a wide spectrum, fromdio
lessness at one end through to rental and homerskipeat the
other. In between are such elements as emergeratersh
transitional housing, supportive housing, socialidiog, to
subsidized and non-subsidized rental accommodatidds-
quate housing also has a great number of dimensiothshar-
acteristics, as | believe the member opposite Wadiag to. It
can vary depending on persons and their respectreem-
stances. Some of those used to determine housieguady
include the demand for the number of residents -¢, af
course, each individual circumstances — how mamlydmens,
the common space, what structures, what suppatseguired
to meet the health and safety demands of indivijuabking
at the affordability; looking at acceptable corafis, as we
were talking earlier, from a health and safety pecsive.

When it comes to adequate housing — looking ahthes-
ing supply — it's but one part of the housing pretuAs | men-
tioned earlier, some people require specific sugggparorder to
maintain and continue to retain housing. The suppoan

| don’t believe | am repeating my-

| don't believe there’s a point of order at this

As | mentioned, the key economic

range from the provision of shelters intended fdemporary
basis to supported living environments to transaiosupports
to assist people to live independently, and sdfort

Today’s discussion surrounds all of the differenatrkvthat
is going on, and some of that work was referenaetiee by a
number of different governments, organizations, phivate
sector and others.

What | can say is that the Government of Yukomid bas
been and continues to be involved both in the giori of
housing space, housing supply and providing relatgzports
for housing needs. As | mentioned, there are madfigrent
partners involved in housing and housing suppavtsther it
on a municipal or federal scale, delivered byn-no
government organizations, private sector, commesyitfami-
lies, individuals — and the list goes on. So a il
amount of work has been done or is currently undgre pro-
vide adequate housing and housing supports.

| want to touch upon some of the work that hasspaed
over the recent years. | think it is very importéamtbe able to
reflect on what we have been working on; who iskiay on
that within the Government of Yukon; how we aretparing
with other governments; and, of course, speakirfpedrame-
work itself. When it comes to housing-related pesgs and
services, the Yukon Housing Corporation plays a Wfanda-
mental role in assisting people in meeting theinding needs;
helping the housing market place work better bytfening the
self-sufficiency of communities, industries and jplecthrough
a whole gamut of available programs and servicesyiging
social housing; providing staff housing to meet atépental
needs; supporting Yukoners with the repair of theimes; and,
improving the energy efficiency and accessibilifyle homes,
protecting the environment.

We have seen substantive enhancements on that front

moving toward green and energy-efficient buildifghomes
and, of course, to the standards as prescribedtypyygaws’
regulatory regime — we have, indeed been movingtdvjust
that. Even on the industrial side, even going towaore and
more lead design — leadership in energy environatese-
sign.

The Yukon Housing Corporation also provides tecainic
advice and financial support for assisting clientscerned
with energy costs — whether its individual energyits and
so forth. Yukon Housing Corporation also supportskahers
to become homeowners and improving, as | mentiotiesl,
energy efficiency of the housing stock.

| think it's very important to note this fact, beisg in
terms of being able to assist Yukoners in becorhioigeown-
ers, there are a number of programs in place, whétimough
mortgage financing or repairs and upgrades to bagpmore
green and energy efficient. This is to the tuné,afm not mis-
taken, of over $40 million in support that has bewade avail-
able over the last number of years in terms ofdcamd finan-
cial assistance to enable Yukon homeowners to iveptbeir
energy efficiency or to become homeowners.

Yukon Housing Corporation also plays a lead roledio-
cating and transferring technology to the Yukondiog indus-
try and the general public, building community andustry
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capacity and increasing the availability of affdstéahousing in
the Yukon for everyone. What | can say is that wiverlook to
the Yukon Housing Corporation, there have beentanlige
investments to the tune of almost $100 million otle last
nine years toward many different housing initiasive will get
into that in a bit.

The Department of Health and Social Services ofters
number of programs and supports for both individuahd
families in need of assistance in order to accessntain or
retain appropriate housing. The range of suppaxsiged or
funded include everything from emergency sheltéransi-
tional supports and supported assisted living, e as case
management for clients who require financial supporpay
for housing and other basic needs.

| don’'t want to go on at great length here, becdus®ow
the Minister of Health and Social Services has montire to
offer in terms of what is currently being providadd the ini-
tiatives planned by the Department of Health andig@der-
vices. Some of those areas have and do includeppored
independent living program, mental health suppantkers and
home care — so very important in order to faciitmtdividuals
to stay in their homes longer and to remain inrthemmuni-

ties longer.
The Department of Health and Social Services alee p
vides long-term residential care — Copper Ridgec®la

Macaulay Lodge, McDonald Lodge — and also proviglmsth
shelter services, in collaboration with Skookum Firrendship
Centre. The Department of Health and Social Sesviaiso
provides funding support to the Salvation Army tloeir emer-
gency shelter and drop-in centre — also, fundingpsu for
Options for Independence Society for persons wathalfalco-
hol syndrome. They also provide funding support dpecial-
ized and approved homes for clients with a widgeaof needs
— and again, also funding support to other orgditra for
providing required supported living opportunitiess well.
What's also really important is that the Departmehtealth
and Social Services provides long-term funding rayeanents
with women’s shelters, which provide both immediskelter
on an emergency basis, as well as longer term, wieelook to
the second-stage housing initiative that we're enity work-
ing on with Kaushee’s women'’s transition home. Halm
Hope for Families Society in Watson Lake — it wadyo |
believe, a couple of years ago, if that — maybeearyand a
half ago — that the government was able to prowiditional
funding assistance to provide first-ever secondesthousing
outside of the City of Whitehorse.

It's additional units, being able to provide thaixh step
from emergency shelter, but providing that transil living
support for mothers and families in a safe andrg werkable
environment, providing that transitional support poovide
families with that longer-term support down thedo@hat also
includes the Dawson City Women'’s Shelter the Depant of
Health and Social Services also works with.

In terms of other departments, the Department efick
also provides a very important role in facilitatisgfe commu-
nities and the safety of individuals. Again, in dith, although
not directly involved in providing housing, thereeamany

other departments that are responsible for aredasatso poten-
tially affect housing availability, including: Ergy, Mines and
Resources through land management, the disposifidukon

lands, regional land use planning; and our own Bt of
Community Services, in terms of funding, informati@advice,
support for community governments and developingl lan

behalf of municipal governments, providing thathteical ex-
perience and expertise.

We also have other housing work that is currentigar-
way through many other partners. | will get intattin a little
bit here as well, but some have been referenceddyrthrough
Yukon First Nation housing programs and the prograand
support that they currently make available for nggamg their
own housing stock for eligible persons. There hasnbwork
done by many other organizations and | will gettorthat as
well, shortly.

| wanted to express the point that, when it conethé
Government of Yukon, there is no single agency misimgle
department that is responsible for delivering hogsilt is a
continuum of housing options and working in colledi@mn.
The very point that | want to make is that this ktinat the
members opposite are saying is so very importast inafact,
been transpiring for some time and will continueloso.

Since 2002 our government has invested approxignatel

$100 million in a number of housing initiatives,eonf which
was the Whitehorse family-focused housing initiatia River-
dale. When | was minister responsible for the Wom&irec-
torate at that time, we were tasked with the rdleang due
diligence, coming up with research, and finding thegest
pressure point in terms of meeting housing needbatpar-
ticular time. At that stage of the game, and ittoares to be, it
was single-parent families.

We went to work with women’s organizations, withmga
of the housing clients who subscribed to housiritatives
under Yukon Housing Corporation and worked with gnath-
ers to help define what a housing initiative wolddk like to
meet some of these pressing needs identified kgtespparent
families. Hence the Whitehorse family-focused hogshitia-
tive in Riverdale evolved. It's a great examplewdfat can be
done; in fact, | am going to be visiting with fare8 over the
Christmas holiday period and seeing first-hand iifiys®ame of
the great work that going on.

It's a facility that | think has succeeded. It'stranly a
place for housing; it's a place for coming togethersharing
with each other as community spaces. It was bidHflkendly
and, having a six-year old, | know what that meandough,
durable spaces, having play-friendly spaces as whith is so
healthy; having those common areas for workshopevery-
thing from life skills to beyond. | think it's rdgl important
that, when we do provide housing, we also look atking on
becoming good landlords, becoming good tenantspaodd-
ing individuals with the tools to do just that.

So that is one example of what we have been alpedo
vide. | believe there are 32 units. The units thvatre built
within that facility range from two bedrooms to dbr bed-
rooms.
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| know that was expressed during the consultatiorto—
find housing that had enough rooms in the houssctmmmo-
date larger families, especially for single parerits tough
enough being a parent these days, but being aespregent is a
tremendous amount of work, lots of pressure, ared niost
rewarding job you can ever have in your entire. lifam very
proud of this particular initiative, and | thinkig going really
well. | think it can serve as a template for otheusing initia-
tives and it has, in fact, done just that.

was well overdue — to house those children who Haeen
removed from their home due to abuse or neglect vaina
come into the care of the government; as | refexérearlier,
through the Department of Health, working with Skom Jim
Friendship Centre as well in providing that emenyegouth
facility. | have to also add that our continued estment in
youth organizations — Blue Feather Youth Centrarehis
BYTE; the Boys and Girls Club — these are all irtueents
that our government chose to make, unlike previgorgern-

We have seen tremendous investments in seniorsnigous ments.

across the territory. We have spoken a lot on tber fof the
Legislature over the years on accommodating seraois eld-
ers’ needs on a go-forward basis. The demogragriesuch
that we know there continues to be a significamtdpend that
we need to be innovative and creative in meetingeheeds
— what we can do to ensure individuals can stahér homes
longer, to being able to provide assisted livind,an the other
side of the spectrum, providing the continuing céoe the
more extensive needs. That is, in fact, what weehaen do-

ing.

| also wanted to add that, when it comes to somghede
housing initiatives that we have been investingoirer the
years, it was our government that was able to @b ith col-
laboration with the Government of Canada. We weney ap-
preciative of that fact. Through economic stimufusding
made available through the Government of Canaddiantting
made available through the northern housing trusthich we
also were able to negotiate a transfer of overelieke, $32
million toward First Nation communities, there weable to
deliver housing stock enhancements in their houairalabil-

There was some mention about seniors units neaorYuk ity, as well, over the last number of years.

College — 48 new seniors units — along with 24 aféble

housing units for student families at Yukon Collegeoking at

the continuum of housing needs, when we look atation

opportunities and look to meet some of the growdeghands
on our labour market — preparing our younger irdliwls for
job opportunities of today and tomorrow — we needhink

about how we can facilitate that growth. Of coumszommo-
dating families on campus is very attractive armb aklatively
affordable for students to be able to partake Irege and post-
secondary opportunities.

Likewise, in addition to that particular facilityt ¢he col-
lege, we have just recently seen the opening ofth&ehorse
waterfront seniors residence. | had the opportutaitiour that
facility with the previous minister. What a faniastpace, and
what a tremendous tribute to the seniors and elufdrsday. As
the minister of the day said, what better way tp tbank you,
than by having such an amazing piece of infrastinect— a
welcome environment — to call your home and alsoased
on the waterfront.

The other day | was saying that we have talked tafou
many years and spent so much time — and this &gtcaine
from Minister of Education — turning our backs dre twater-
front. It is incredibly humbling and rewarding teesthat now
we are finally turning back to the waterfront arldging our
emphasis on infrastructure. Of course, this inctualeew sen-
iors residence. That is a tremendous improvemarterms of
building housing stock to accommodate those wha haon-
tributed to the economic wealth we have here toalay the
quality of life that we enjoy as Yukoners here tpda

In addition to that, in Whitehorse we have investeden-
iors units throughout the territory — in Haines dtion, Wat-
son Lake, Teslin and Faro. Again, these were alkldped so
that seniors can remain their respective communitie

There are also initiatives also currently undernwayiew
children’s receiving home opened not long ago & down-
town core — again, something that was very muctsedsand

There have been tremendous strides, and | knowthbes
have been a lot of feelings of different opiniopessed by the
opposite side. What | can say is that, when it caonibe previ-
ous two governments, previous to the Yukon Partyego
ment, | don’t believe there was any investmenthi@ thousing
stock. | think that has to be duly noted, for wkhatereason, but
it does have to be stated here. So, $100 milliomoimsing ini-
tiatives. Also, we’ve got family residences in Caoks that are
under construction today. We have four single-fanriési-
dences in Ross River also under construction. Wi hiaree
duplexes, comprising six units, in the Takhini NMosgubdivi-
sion. Those are also under construction.

Right in my own constituency in the new subdivisiofn
Ingram, six-unit family townhouses were built by Kmiin Dun
First Nation, and they did a fantastic job. Thisther exam-
ple of helping build capacity on the training fréram the con-
struction perspective, as well as providing sonmeafstic hous-
ing for families.

Speaking to the residents themselves, they aree quit
thrilled to have housing within a great neighbowth¢hat is up
and coming, a neighbourhood that will comprise évalty
well over 220-some dwelling units within that snealbrea. |
will get into that a little bit later on as well.

| already referenced the affordable housing prdjecsin-
gle-parent families, the Watson Lake seniors faggiland the
replacement of the Korbo Apartments in Dawson CGityan-
other great initiative that | think is well overdueis a fantastic
facility, energy efficient all the way, and attriaet at that. It's
just one more example of how we have been ableaibyrcapi-
talize on the availability of some of this econonsitmulus
funding.

| have to say thank you and recognize and acknaeled
the hard work and the forward thinking of Yukon Idmg
Corporation, because a lot of that economic stisiwas time
sensitive. | think that one has to be made acwelgre that, in
terms to be able to expend those dollars, you tabhave plans
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on the shelf, that you have the working relatiopshith those
respective communities to make those initiativepplea —
planning responsibly but also ensuring that it deegspen.

If 'm not mistaken, we're one of the few jurisdimbs in
this country that was able to expend most of thedifug that
has been made available through the federal gowarhm-
time sensitive or not. | just wanted to make rafeesto that.

When it comes to other achievements on the housamdg,
we should also take a look at other initiativesshsas Habitat
for Humanity. Habitat for Humanity is an organinatithat has
been around for some time over the years througheuglobe.
But in the Yukon, | recall one of their first irtives was in the
Copper Ridge area, within my old constituency bauies. |
have to give credence to the former Member for @hotse
Centre and his work in spearheading this particuldiative,
helping to oversee and using his assets, his cayperperi-
ence and his ability to unite partners as welislvery much
driven by volunteers, but being able to partnemigh an or-
ganization such as Habitat for Humanity as welYakon Col-
lege, whether it was through Yukon Women in Trades
Technology or the other apprenticeship programs, lbheen
another vehicle that we have been able to use taree the
availability of housing stock for families that magt necessar-
ily have been able to apply for or receive convamdi financ-
ing through the mechanisms of today.

One only has to take a look at the number of dgdex
the first home that was constructed was a singtghfehome; |
believe it was on Kodiak, if I'm not mistaken — aathers in
the area. Just recently, through Yukon Housinghexe been
able to provide land and we have been able to doitatio
Habitat for Humanity to build another triplex, i not mis-
taken, in the Ingram subdivision. It's going to deother great
initiative.

810 Wheeler Street — that was another example @revh
we were able to partner up with Yukon College dmdrgani-
zation as well, providing training opportunities fapprentice
carpenters on SuperGreen home construction ancdnacodat-
ing, at the end of the day, three families who wedke to se-
cure these affordable housing accommodations.

There was also reference — | need to also talk tibey
to the Abbeyfield housing initiative. When we talkout sen-
iors and elders housing initiatives available, W&t another
innovative — a very creative new approach — to fatiog
modified independent living suites for seniors thall allow
them to live on their own, yet providing some sup@in some
common areas, such as a lounge or a dining areanghn
meals, game time and so forth. It's another initeathat our
government is very much committed to providing ba hous-
ing front.

| already made reference to the children’s recgitiome
and how we were able to come through with just evéi mil-
lion contribution through Canada’s economic actan for
the replacement of a well-overdue piece of infradtire. Also,
as | mentioned earlier, we are working with Kwarilion First
Nation on a number of housing initiatives througke tYukon
asset construction agreement, as housed withirr fivel
agreements. A significant amount of housing initieg have

been made. | could go on at greater length, butgpsr | will
just save that for the ministers responsible toa@hto within
some of their specific areas.

When it comes to housing, | also just wanted to tinan
that when it comes to land availability — and altgb this is
about developing housing strategy, certainly omamanent of
such a strategy is the provision of building ldtsam very
pleased as Minister of Community Services that hgpieg
and improving community infrastructure, includingakmng
land available for Yukoners, is a priority for tB@vernment of
Yukon. As members opposite may or may not appreciagk-
ing new land available can be a very complex amdjthey
process. It involves extensive planning, public stdtation,
environmental assessment and development of tlteitself,
which takes some time and capacity available withexminis-
try itself. But | can say that since 2002, the Ymlgovernment
has worked cooperatively with municipal and FirsttiNn gov-
ernments, the private sector and the public in ldgvweg over
780 lots throughout the Yukon.

By 2013, within the next two years, the Yukon goweent
will develop and bring to the market another minimaf 430
additional new building lots. | want to say thatd has been a
tremendous amount of work done in this regard. Asein-
tioned on the floor of the Legislature yesterdapm®nunity
Services has recently completed rural land devedopnpro-
jects, which include industrial lots in Dawson Cigyngle fam-
ily lots and multi-family lots in the Village of Hiaes Junction;
country residential lots in Destruction Bay; andidential lots
in Grizzly Valley just north of the city.

The department is also working with municipal andst~
Nation governments on land development projecthéncom-
munities of Dawson, Mayo and Carmacks. In additmthese
projects, the Department of Community Services alsoks
closely with the City of Whitehorse on land devetamt with
the municipality.

I want to reiterate again for members opposite Watdo
respect the city’s lead role when it comes to plegrand de-
sign. It's framed within a framework, tHeand Development
Protocol Agreement 2006that was signed off back in 2006,
which spells out how we actually develop areas iwitthe
boundaries of the municipality of Whitehorse. Sokeeping
with that agreement, we are working with Whitehdrsdevel-
oping its planned areas, including the new WhiBad subdi-
vision, which is well underway. It is a major laddvelopment
project with many phases. As part of this proj&mmmunity
Services is planning to have about 112 lots readky fall, with
an additional 187 lots available by the fall of 301

| do want to say that we are very proud to be &blork
diligently with our many partners throughout theritery to
continue to find a supply of building lots that Mhlelp address
some of the Yukon’s housing needs, whether it's mowvell
into the future. We recognize there are pressutesbaut, but
we are working collaboratively — and | have to aggist
stress that when it comes to development of laredneed to
continue to respect the roles of our municipal goreents,
First Nation governments, and the private sectot,continue
to find those opportunities to advance land opputites.
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When it comes to the City of Whitehorse, | just wém
spend a couple of minutes here going over somehait we
have been doing. Of course one of the city’'s — dbably
don’t have to spell it out, because we have a eopformer
members from the city council in the Legislaturedahey
could probably speak a lot more eloquently thamuld, and
probably will on that front. One of the city's gteat chal-
lenges — and we only have to take a look at thenedebates
on the floor of city council — is finding suitabland develop-
ment for developing diverse and attainable housiptions
within the City of Whitehorse.

The official community plan for Whitehorse — which
really the city’s local planning guide or plannirigol that
guides and provides that broad contextual use ral \aithin
the municipal government or within the municipality esti-
mates that approximately 4,500 housing units wallrbquired
over the next 20 years.

This is based on a medium growth rate of two perden
conjunction with this growth estimate, we have tfécial
community plan. It shows a variety of developmentas
within the respective boundaries, whether it's Wai8end or
Porter Creek D looking for potential infill locatis, in order to
help meet this growth projection. The city has epeed a
greater average — 2.6-percent growth over the fpastyears
— meaning that instead of the 4,500 housing unitsre
probably looking at anywhere from 6,000 units, 60 dunits
per year. So that will be required over the nexye@frs, if this
particular economic growth rate is maintained.

So it's really important to take a look at thosewgth pro-
jections within the OCP, which was just recentiydajed by
the City of Whitehorse in consultation with manyfelient
stakeholders and the residents of Whitehorse.

Obviously, when we look to the development of Whist
Bend, and we look to the city's proposed plans, théreit's
infill, or whether or not Porter Creek D should peed or not
— even if it were to — the city needs to continoeldok at
growth outside those boundaries, as well.

| think that is where other governments, such asailim
Dun First Nation, the Ta’an Kwach’an’ Council anlll Rirst
Nations within the boundaries of the territory, ypla funda-
mental role when it comes to providing land deveiept op-
portunities within the city municipal boundarieghink that is
very important to reflect upon. Just recently, batkhe end of
August, the Premier of Yukon signed off a letteunfierstand-
ing with the Chief of Kwanlin Dun First Nation todk at those
particular growth opportunities in development ofukén
communities. Both governments, within the LOU, mpuiaed
the very need for affordable housing and the demaosbd
before all of us for developing residential landhii the City
of Whitehorse and the immediate surrounding areased.

Kwanlin Dun has substantive settlement land holsliagd
significant land development potential in the Whiese area.
If I am not mistaken, Kwanlin Dun First Nation hssme 42
square kilometres within the City of Whitehorse d@hd sur-
rounding area. Together with the First Nation, ¢hier a very
concerted interest and agreement to move forwarexpdore
those development opportunities on these landsghwiviould

see residential land for housing made availabléhéopublic,
while providing those very important economic béseto
Kwanlin Dun First Nation.

As outlined within the letter of understanding, tharties
have agreed to work together in order to help itatd and ex-
pedite some of these land development opportunitesking
together to share the expertise, resources and iddated to
opportunities and provisions within the self-goveent
agreement itself; to be able to share and collabara oppor-
tunities pertaining to servicing options; involvemef other
governments and agencies, where appropriate; thady
leasehold agreements on settlement land parced&jinp at
conventional financing and mortgaging options fatemtial
lessees, land registry options and opportunitiad; &so shar-
ing expertise and resources when it comes to |lgokinappli-
cable legislation, whether it is within Kwanlin Dutme City of
Whitehorse or with the Yukon government or othatipa.

Again, it's a significant step, and | have to shgttthere
have been many other opportunities that have aso lseized
upon between the Yukon government working in catation
with other First Nation governments, whether it Tigslin
Tlingit Council, the Ta’an Kwéach’an Council, CarsmTagish
First Nation, and others. Again, self-governingsENations in
the territory — First Nations also play a very imgamt and
integral role in providing accessible and afforéalblousing
opportunities available for all Yukon citizens. e point is to
be able to work together and to see how we can ddpance
these opportunities, providing that additional adfya and
working together.

As | mentioned before, working through the northieonis-
ing trust fund, we have been able to facilitatevflay of dollars
through the Government of Canada of over $32 miltmward
First Nation land, or | should say, housing initias. Of course
| won't get into the breakdown, but each of theYikon First
Nations have all subscribed to that. Having tourethy of the
communities — Pelly Crossing comes to mind as dhayo,
or Na Cho Nyak Dun First Nation, for example — tteag all
examples of great investments and what can be \athiby
working together with First Nation governments @éctognizing
their roles and responsibilities.

As | mentioned, there has been a significant amadint
work already done in previous years in developargl oppor-
tunities. | mentioned Whistle Bend. There are anifigant
number of contracts already underway —

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

Point of order

Speaker:
introduced. Thank you.

Leader of the Official Opposition, on a point ofler.

Ms. Hanson: Mr. Speaker, the point of order is Stand-
ing Order 19(b) with the needless repetition. Iddieve that
we have heard repetition of this very same fachwéispect to
Whistle Bend; it's probably the second or thirdleyaround.

| believe the Standing Orders do speak to the @ittedm
avoid needless repetition.

Hon. Mr. Cathers: On the point of order, first of all,
the Standing Order that the member should havel citas

Order. Order. The member must wait to be
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19(c). | would also note that, from my perspectits,simply a
dispute between members. | think the Minister fonmnunity
Services was laying out elements of her perspesatidelaying
out elements of the government’s vision for deviglgpand
continuing forward with the housing strategy.
| believe this is merely a dispute between members.
Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

Speaker’s ruling

Speaker:
when order is called, | would appreciate theirratt.

On the point of order and the reference to needkgssti-
tion, the member has been, in my view, going olemgth, but
bringing forward things to emphasize their impocgand then
moving slightly off the subject. | would cautionetiminister to
watch the repetition of statements. They are beagnai bit
long.

There is no point of order.

Hon. Ms. Taylor: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Just moving forward, as our platform states, weafrse
recognize that there are land development presamdsde-
mands all throughout our communities. The Departnwn
Community Services, in collaboration with our Yukawnici-
pal governments and all Yukon communities, are aletking
on a land assessment that is to provide, reallmesstructure to
balancing land supply with demand in a very effitiand sus-
tainable manner. We are looking to both evaluatd assess
the land development issues and needs within cunamities
throughout the territory — of course, also promgtihe devel-
opment of a comprehensive land development proce
throughout the territory, which includes all of qartners. And
of course, just work to further expand upon oud|aevelop-
ment program as housed within the Department of iGonity
Services. This takes into consideration First Netjomunici-
palities, private developers — all having a vergairrole in
land development. So that, too, is also transpiring

It is really the first of its kind and we look foard to re-
ceiving the results of that, building upon the veugcesses that
we have seen in previous years.

The member opposite made reference to a numberusth
ing initiatives and there have been assessmentsed@knces
made by organizations. | think it's very noteworttoyreflect
on some of them. What | don’t believe — the mendyosite
alluded to the work that was done by the Whiteh@hamber
of Commerce, the Partnering for Success Initiativeking at
easing the housing demands within the City of Whutse;
looking at land availability; and looking at thelip@s and any
barriers to Yukon’s economic growth. | very muclpegziate
the work done by other organizations. | think gcahas to be
pointed out that there has been work done by otheaitsis just
as noteworthy.

The Partnering for Success Initiative has been i ve
unique initiative, spearheaded by the Whitehorsander of
Commerce, working hand in hand with First Natiorvelep-
ment corporations, Yukon government departmentsptivate
sector, whether it be home builders — real estas®@ation
representatives were involved in there and alserctldvocacy

representatives. They have done a tremendous ambwark

too, and | very much appreciate their leadershigpeirving as a
template that could be carried further, in termsaftinuing to
flesh out the framework and housing strategy fe&r Govern-
ment of Yukon.

Specifically, when one takes a look at some ofwioek-
shops they actually held to oversee the very isthey, looked
at the economic indicators, the population progedj the la-
bour force, all of which | have already alluded Mmt wanting

Order please. | would remind members thatto be repetitive, | do want to say that it was venych heard —

loud and clear — that land developers and homelérsiwant
to see a comprehensive effort on behalf of the Gowent of
Yukon, working in collaboration with the stakehaislel am
not sure if the Leader of the Official Oppositiogrees with
that approach or not, but this was a recommendatiade and
was presented for a great deal of discussion.

One of the recommendations was to release landheo t
private sector for developments, in fact, whethet's working
with the City of Whitehorse, working with First News, im-
plementing a policy or a framework, whereby we wioake
more flexibility built within land development opganities to
be made available to the private sector.

Another one of the recommendations was to lookeen-
tives policy. | know that the City of Whitehorsesheome up
with many various incentives available for homelderis and
those wishing to add on to their own homes thraangilability
of garden suites, legal suites and so forth. Eveough the
Yukon Housing Corporation — which | will get to i few
minutes as well — making available funding oppoitiga to

sg{/ovide those low-interest loans — | believe it{s to $25,000

ailable for homeowners to build on to their homesac-
commodate a legal suite or a garden suite. Thasesa@ne of
the incentives in being able to further engageptiivate devel-
opers, to stimulate densification and also redgraknt of our
downtown core.

One of the other recommendations made out of i
tive was to further identify areas for growth, grrhs of land
development and the emphasis being pointed toatttettiat all
respective orders and levels of governments shioaildborking
together to strategically accelerate the developroéndenti-
fied lands within the official community plan.

| just wanted to reference some of those that vbedause
a significant amount of time and resources didayeard that.
Likewise, in terms of other work, which was alludedearlier,
A Home for Everyone: A Housing Action Plan for \Whdrse
was brought forward by the Yukon Anti-Poverty Ctah.
Again, significant work was done by that coaliti@md thanks
to all the individuals and agencies who collectyvebntributed
to that process. Like within our own framework, tedking
about the continuum of housing options to be magslable
for emergency shelter, to transitional supportjamger term
rental, and affordable home ownership and so ferth just
wanted to reference that. But, again, for the sdlket wanting
to be repetitive, | will perhaps resist going ithe specifics of
that report as well.

Mr. Speaker, when it comes to looking at addressomge
of the housing challenges currently being expegdnwithin
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the Yukon, it's not simply a matter of putting upuses and
looking at a different continuum of housing optipiitss not

just about land development and affordable landssibility

— but looking at the policy end of it as well. Sowfethat has
been pointed to by organizations and has beenifgehts a
priority of our government. Theandlord and Tenant Act

the select committee that was struck — and the loak was
tabled by the select committee some months ag@aksp® a
number of recommendations to which our governmembim-
mitted — which | spoke to on the floor of the Ldgiare — in

terms of providing the protection of the interestsboth the
tenants and the landlords, while promoting a hgaftémtal

housing market throughout the territory.

In good time we will be providing meaningful oppant-
ties for consultation with landlords, the tenamtd ¢he public. |
hope that members of the opposition agree thaetisea war-
ranted need for additional consultation when it esno this
very specific, very important issue.

As | mentioned, it has not been amended or chaimggd
years, so a review is well-needed. It is a very giocated piece
and one that we need to be very careful in dematnsty that
measured and responsible approach in determinsgydlance
for both. In terms of the land titles — there isaabh commit-
ment within our platform to proceed on modernizthgt par-
ticular statute.

In addition to those particular policy initiativelshave to
also mention that there have been other policyatines that
have been taking place or took place years ago,0brehich
was to come up with a priority housing initiative apolicy.
That had not been taken up by any previous goventnaad
we did. We consulted at great length with all tlespective
stakeholders and, through the Yukon Housing Cotmora
Board of Directors, made recommendations on a nurmbe
categories: for example, those fleeing abusiveticglships,
seeing that they receive priority housing. Theeeraany other
examples of those receiving priority housing.

That's one of many policy initiatives that | wilbhget into
at great length here today, but | did want to amthat. When
we look at the Yukon Party election platform, datdtMoving
Forward Together we made a number of specific commit-
ments dealing with housing, one of which includatdthe rec-
ommendation of many stakeholders, raising title&Coown land
at various sites throughout the Yukon for salehe private

Whitehorse in making recommendations and comingvitp
next steps to proceed with this initiative.

Coming up with affordable rental accommodations was
something that | am pretty sure all of us heard/Veud and
clear. Given the lack of building of those afforiabental ac-
commodations over recent years, this is reallyrg iraportant
first step toward making land available. In thigasd, it's an-
other option that’s available to the private sector

We also made a commitment to address the housiedsne
by working within our plan to address housing. Timsludes
proposing improved accommodations for the terrisohome-
less by working with the Salvation Army to expandreplace
their existing homeless shelter in Whitehorse; alsmmitting
to working with a non-government organization tovelep a
youth shelter in Whitehorse.

Together with these facilities, we are investingro$20
million to ensure further housing options are afali to those
most in need: seniors and persons with disabilitidsat in-
cludes construction of a new seniors complex in d&Jayon-
taining up to eight units; the replacement of McBldnLodge
in Dawson City with a new facility to be attachedthe new
Dawson City hospital; also $4.5 million for seccstdge hous-
ing for Kaushee’s Place here in Whitehorse; praxdip to $2
million for Options for Independent Living to exphits cur-
rent complex for adults with FASD, despite what tipposi-
tion may find; coming up with $2.57 million for theew sen-
iors Abbeyfield complex in Whitehorse; $2.2 millidor three
Takhini duplexes to construct six units; and dsll&or mobile
home replacements within Carmacks and Ross River.

We made a number of other commitments, which | have
also spoken to and do not want to repeat for the s& being
repetitive — in terms of land development, workwgh the
Yukon College to construct new student residenaed, work-
ing with First Nation partners, such as Kwanlin Da#nand |
already referenced the letter of understanding wheomes to
land development opportunities.

I'm coming very close to the end of my remarks here
When it comes to coming up with a framework, | guése
point | want to make is that the Yukon governmeas lheen
doing a substantive amount of work, and that adiltgshous-
ing in the territory takes a collaborative and clioated ap-
proach within a housing framework, which we havd amich
we currently continue to update and revise, lookihthe hous-

sector on a case-by-case basis and making thatetnarking policies, all the programs, the support sewsjicesponding

dependent as well.

| am very pleased that, on November 7, the Yukow go
ernment did issue an expression of interest, sgekircollect
information and ideas, approaches and to gaugenteeest of
the private sector in undertaking new developmdrafford-
able rental units. It included details on Lot 2@ich is a par-
cel of public land within the City of Whitehorsettvidevelop-
mental potential.

The submissions were received and the deadline &evne
cember 7, | believe it was. | believe there weresiBmissions
received. We look forward to reviewing those sulsioiss in
collaboration with the various departments and @iy of

to the different needs across the lifespan of alkofers — |
alluded to some of those before.

We know that we need to connect the dots, so takspe
There are many close linkages among our partnees, within
the Government of Yukon confines. We need to coadi.
We need to communicate in terms of housing — th@ako
economic, health policies, which all dovetail iftousing. We
need to coordinate programs and services to supip®rvail-
ability of appropriate housing, when such serviaes needed.
So a well-coordinated strategic investment in hogisiill in
fact provide stimulation to the economy. It proideommu-
nity economic development, enhances health andhvegtg. It
will improve our infrastructure for future generats and will
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generally benefit all Yukoners. This approach, ipatarly in a
relatively small jurisdiction such as Yukon, maxaes the effi-
cient and effective use of all our resources.

Social inclusion speaks to the inclusive approacimform
the design and the implementation of appropriatesimy poli-
cies, programs and services. | know the MinisteHeélth and
Social Services will speak more at length to tlaspnissue. It is
another strategy within the Government of Yukont talso
needs to be part of the equation in terms of dgwetpa wholly
comprehensive housing strategy for the Yukon.

It needs to partnership-based — developing anchgtine
ening partnerships, as | mentioned earlier. Waalke a role to
play, and we all share in the responsibility forukimg out-
comes. So all of our partners — we do need to wagkther to
provide a range of housing options, some of whighaready
underway, some of which are being proposed atphbist in
time. Of course, we also need to be fiscally resfid@ and
accountable. We need to avoid homelessness orcauats.
We need to avoid substandard housing. We needlextréhe
physical circumstances as they evolve. Long-terndifuy —
we need to provide that — predictability. With sli&p and
adequately staged housing options, based on pignimdi-
viduals and families will be supported toward pding that
realistic and appropriate level of independence aetf-
reliance, whether it's in the short-term or thegdaerm.

So, let me leave it at this: we are very much cotteai
within our housing framework to provide an adeqsateply of
suitable, affordable housing options within accblgacondi-
tion.

That is working with all of our partners. We arsamcom-
mitted to encouraging self-sufficiency in housimg fow- and
moderate-income households, providing clear ancerstand-
able information about housing options and prograis are
committed to providing supports for individuals wiaoe in
need of additional assistance to obtain, maintathratain sta-
ble housing and providing that integrating contimuaf hous-
ing services and housing options for those accgssid retain-
ing stable housing in the territory. We are comexitto culti-
vating those partnerships with all governments,nags and
citizens, coordinating those reports and clarifythgse roles
and responsibilities. Those are all initiativestthee already
built within our housing framework.

Mr. Speaker, | do want to thank the member oppdsite
bringing forward this important motion. We look feard to
further debate and working to enhance the statheinotion
as is currently addressed. Thank you.

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

Point of order

Speaker:  Leader of the Official Opposition.

Ms. Hanson: Mr. Speaker, on a point of clarification,
is there not an order that should be followed here?

Speaker’s ruling
Speaker:
that the Third Party would be next, but no one dtoo

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

Mr. Silver: | would like to just start with a letter
that | received from the Child Development Centre Sue
Lancaster from the Child Development Centre andlg®au
Michaud from the Canadian Prenatal Nutrition Progra—
attention to Mr. Silver, that states: “We are witiyou on be-
half of two non-profit groups, the Canadian Prehhlatrition
Program (CPNP) and the Child Development CentreGD
We are looking to you to assist us in our housimgmgency.
We have been given notice by our current landlvve. were
given this notice almost a year ago and we arkstible to
locate a possible solution and now have less thggaato va-
cate. Due to the housing shortage in Dawson, weemecon-
cerned.

“Both programs share space in a local residentrshdNe
are both non-profit programs and are funded throdghalth
Canada. CPNP assists families both prenatal and rpial
until the child is one year of age. The programvjates respite
care, early nutrition intervention, family suppatd a number
of other important supports for families in Daws@DC as-
sists families with children, birth through schage, through
two aspects of their program — direct therapy sewifor
children with learning struggles, and a follow-ajoprogram
that helps keep families informed of developmenaldo offers
the community Romp & Run two days per week. Botb-pr
grams are very important to the Dawson community.”

This letter was also forwarded to the Minister diuEation
and to the City of Dawson.

| begin with this purely because the current situetin
Dawson is unique to Dawson. As the minister caaséttthe
housing crisis in Whitehorse is similar; howeveere are quite
a few differences as to why Dawson has a housiisisaur-
rently. When | say currently, | mean pre-boom —sthbom
that everybody talks about in the mining industmpust say, if
we can't figure out our housing needs now in thplesation
stage when industry workers are currently conterdatmp out
and leave the community when the work subsidesenatinter,
we will be in quite a predicament when one of thganmin-
ing operations decides to land in our community.

Speaking about the exploration stage, | know peibpn
dozens of new-to-Yukon workers who are very hardkivg
Ground Truthers who would 100 percent pull up theots in
the communities they come from to live in Dawsothiéy had
the chance. The only problem — the only thing stegghem
from doing so is suitable housing. When Viceroyrogek years
ago, 30 new students came to Robert Service Schdoén
that hardrock mining organization closed their do@0 fewer
students registered the next year at Robert SerSideool.
Golden Predator is poised and ready to reopenptiicular
operation this summer. | shudder to think that families of
these workers are not going to come up to our conitjmand
they're actually going to stay down south, so weniv@ven
see that impact. Why? Well, we already have a Imgusrisis
in the pre-boom; now we’re going to have a hougirigis in

| was not presented with an order. | assumedhat boom.

| was curious as to the minister's knowledge of ¢heent
housing crisis in Dawson and if their party coujsbak to the
consultation process that the government has caetplend
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how they feel that the crisis in Dawson may be lsimicom-
pared to — a little bit different in the Dawson iey | say that
because we have had consultation done by a nunfilokffey-

ent organizations. The Klondike Development Orgatidn,

for example, has completed the consultation neetleely have
done interviews with stakeholders and identifiedalodevel-
opment policies and programs, existing and reconcieen
They have identified stock, demand and also barrierour
region. Previous to that, the economic scan andsasgent of
potential development by Vector Research in Martl2@08

concluded that housing is currently — and this (& — a
challenge in Dawson. Whether it is for year-rouadidents or
for temporary summer workers, it is a topic thases consis-
tently. Any further development that will push tdemand for
housing is going to run into limits already existiim the com-
munity around housing.

While there is an overall desire for a modest patboth in-
crease — a modest population increase — to reacfitieal
mass for year-round services, there is currenthy Vieited
capacity for new residents to find adequate housligs ap-
plies to rental properties, as well, and withouéagehte apart-
ment accommodations or some form of condominiumetdev
opment, the ability to attract and to retain peaplgoing to be
a factor.

So | have already given a few hints as to whairktfare
the solutions to these particular problems, bubuld like the
minister responsible to comment on how we can hbip
unique concept, and how we can actually divers$ig/rieeds of
Dawson compared to the other needs of Whitehorsécpa
larly and also maybe comment a little bit on thedgess of
consultation with the locals who, in my opinionyvhaadone a
thorough and excellent job of identifying the cutr@eeds. |
would like to say thank you.

It is the opinion of the Yukon Liberal Party thaettime
for studies has passed. | would like to thank titg &f Daw-
son, Across the River Consulting, the Dawson Cita@ber of
Commerce, and the Klondike Institute of Art and tGrd for
their due diligence on the housing crisis.

Hon. Mr. Graham: I was particularly interested to
hear, when the first speaker rose to her feetgheting a num-

and the recommended action was to develop a meanbd
City of Whitehorse and YTG to reduce land costsemgha
builder commits to affordable, multi-unit rentalusing. | think
that was undertaken even before this election vadled: |
know | was a city councillor at the time, and therRier came
to me as a city councillor and said, “Maybe we doulork
together on this issue and see what we can do.”

Consequently the proposal for the area at Mounigmnyv
and Range Road there was initiated and that wesadgtand as
you heard from the minister who just spoke, we havhink,
12 proposals. Hopefully we’ll get a proposal frohatt group
that makes rental a little less expensive andla fitore readily
available in the city.

The other was the supply of social housing uniiassiffi-
cient, and | won't go through the barriers, but teeommenda-
tion was to make social housing a key priority Wwitlyukon
Housing Corporation’s mandate, and | think we'veneldhat.
We've not only made it a key priority within Yukdfousing
Corporation, but we've made it a key priority withihe De-
partment of Health and Social Services, and I'll igéo that a
little more.

The other was providing leadership and developnoént
collaborative solutions between NGOs, governmerd Hre
private sector. That's something we’re really agpéing to do
at the present time. Again, we’ll get into thattizsse goes on
— but having said that, there were some other rsiatés that
were made that | have a great deal of difficultgegting. One
in particular was land availability and how landagability is
something that this government is responsible éspecially
within the City of Whitehorse.

When | first became a city councillor — nine, 10 Ik
years ago — one of the issues at the table ataiycil at that
time was the development north of the creek areahat was
it called?

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

Hon. Mr. Graham: North of Copper Ridge. The terri-
torial government was in the process of doing chasans
with the city and with residents in the Wolf Creakea and
associated areas to do a development in that bhreent to a
meeting as an interested observer, as a city chamdiecause
at that time we weren’t doing any of the planniNgG.G’s re-

ber of times fromA Home for Everyone — A Housing Action sponsibility was to do planning and carry out tleselopment
Plan for Whitehorsdecause | have kept this report on my deslkas well. | sat in a meeting where there were 2%pleeand 240

ever since | came to the Legislature and, priathad, | had it
with me at the city because it addresses a nunflissues that
| feel are extremely important, not only to Whitebm but to
the whole territory.

First of all, | was going to get into some of tiéngs that
the Health and Social Services department is damggrms of
what | see as fulfilling our responsibility. Buttef listening to
the first speaker, | think there are a number pighthat | have
to say.

The first is that when | look at this report, thare a num-
ber of things that this government is already doorghas
started to do, even prior to the election. Thet fissin rental
housing, where the gap is identified as affordabteessible,
adequate rental. The barriers are cost and auiiabf land,

of them were opposed to that development, and vitagt my
first introduction to how vociferous and how outkpo people
were about any development in their backyard.

That one went on and the development was finatlyced
from 86 lots down, | think, to about 55 lots, sol8ts were lost
in that, but at least some were done.

That whole incident precipitated the land developipzo-
tocol that came along in 2006. That was somethiagthe city
pushed and we found a very willing partner in thent Gov-
ernment of Yukon because they did not want to stlijeeir
people, their employees, as well as the Communiff@iris
minister at the time, who was in charge of landeali@yment.
They simply did not want to do it any more and thty had
evolved to a point where we could.



220

HANSARD

December 14, 2011

The land development protocol was signed in 2006s &
one of the things that | mentioned in my respoosthé Speech
from the Throne: how important it is that membefrshis Leg-
islature support the city in this land developmprdtocol be-
cause, if you don'’t, the same things that happdraet then in
2001-02 — | am not sure exactly the year — will thawme to
happen and are continuing to happen even now.

In the action plan for Whitehorse, they talk ofagld of
suitable units of building due to land costs andilability,
zoning restrictions, NIMBYism, or funding. The bigf single
thing is NIMBYism. Zoning restrictions are no lomga real
difficulty within the City of Whitehorse. The citlgas actively
embraced a policy of higher density, smaller indli’l lots,
height restriction relaxation and generally an alledensifica-
tion in the housing footprint that they see thatytiwant to de-
velop.

If we don’t support the city in their planning andnsulta-
tion — all you have to do is take a look at the sdtation
they've done in terms of the official community plaThere
were 92 public meetings and other forums where pihiglic
could get involved in determining the OCP, 92 safelin-
stances where people could get involved. There werember
of large public meetings and they opened a welibi¢ al-
lowed people to participate in the planning.

During that planning process, Porter Creek D was
aside. There was a footprint set aside for futesedential de-
velopment. Unfortunately, about five years agoréheas a
moratorium called by the territorial government dinel biggest
reason was that the Porter Creek Residents Askntiat that
time opposed the development. A year was takenobuhe
phase and public meetings were held during that wéta re-
spect to Porter Creek D.

During that time of consultation, | went to a numloé
those meetings, and | never once saw more resitlegres than
there were government and municipal employees —onoe.
At every meeting there were more government andrejpre-
sentatives than there were the public. So, baseatairconsul-
tation, the city decided to at least proceed widmping of Por-
ter Creek D. Recent events can only show you hdficuli it
has been.

| bring this up because it is so important that aseterrito-
rial legislators, support the city and not take afttgude, which
| have seen and it is unfortunate. | know the Memtoe
Riverdale South used to be a municipal councillod avent
through a number of these meetings at the sameltditkand
understood how difficult it is for a city councitldo sit there
and look at these folks who are totally opposedrig devel-
opment and without any kind of visible support,luging visi-
ble support from the authors of this document wiates that
NIMBYism was a massive problem. Yet the authorstiaft
report didn’t support the city in their developmeither.

Fortunately, the city has decided to go aheadnkicter it
fortunate because those lots are absolutely easémtihe de-
velopment and maintaining, or at least trying to, ¢t prices
and house prices in Whitehorse to at least stabilfiznot de-
crease.

| think the other thing that | found that was vereresting
is that the member opposite mentioned the city laowd they
should have a role in providing affordable housimy first
thought was to chuckle and think, | wonder if thember ac-
tually talked to anybody in city council or theycedministra-
tion before making that statement, because theheisya very
clear mandate and it doesn't include affordableshay What
it does include, though, is enabling, through zgrémd policy
and the official community plan, affordable housita take
place. They've done that and it's one of the sohgirecom-
mended by the Yukon Anti-Poverty Coalition, anddsareally
happy to see during my time as a city councillat tive were
able to do this.

We were able to increase the stock of basemengardgn
suites, pocket housing and multi-unit buildingsotigh the
zoning that we fought through, even though evemetiwe
went for an increase in density in the form of coméhiums —
| was going to say apartments, but nobody reallytec to
build apartments because they couldn’t get theinegyoout —
there was a violent outcry every single time. Dgrihat time, |
didn’t see anybody come forth again from the Ardisérty
Coalition or even from this government or the ogf@s to
support the city in that area.

One of the solutions here is to implement a canmpaig

seencourage homeowners to develop basement, gardgarany

suites for rental. That was something else we ididioopera-
tion with Yukon Housing Corporation. As a city cailfor, |
appreciated that the Yukon Housing Corporation mgidets
or low-interest loans available for that as weth. ISvas really
happy to see that we did receive some support, jost find it
difficult to understand their opposition to a hawgsidevelop-
ment that has not yet gone through environmentphkirh as-
sessment or the actual planning. All four of threindidates in
Porter Creek and Mclintyre opposed that developmemés at
the news conference when they were there.

So | find it really disappointing, and | think that have to
respect boundaries here — municipal boundaries.olkay to
look after your constituents but, as a group, tpose any
housing or development in that area without knowivitat's
proposed is, to me, completely unnecessary.

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

Point of order

Speaker:  Member for Takhini-Kopper King, on a point
of order.
Ms. White: Sorry. I'm going to go for 19(g): “imputes

false or unavowed motives to another member”. Thaster
does not know my motives for my actions, so theefodon’t
think he can talk about them.

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

Speaker:  The Minister for Health and Social Services,
on the point of order.

Hon. Mr. Graham: | apologize again. | did not try to
make any statements about the member’'s motive. kklbw is
that she opposed the development at a news cooéetbat |
participated in for whatever reason.
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Speaker’s ruling
Speaker:
Minister of Health and Social Services still has floor.

Hon. Mr. Graham: Having gotten through that part, |
would like to now address the Health and SociaviSes de-
partment and our role and our priorities as fah@ssing goes
in the territory.

First of all, | was going to open by saying thaoedable
housing especially is a very complex matter in tiigitory,
and it touches a broad range of populations anaya hange of
participants in order to actually achieve the gbat we hope
to achieve. | think that goes without saying folr thle folks
gathered here today.

We are trying to address the issue through a nuwibac-
tions, and we are also in the process of investigat range of
actions that we think will assist in addressingitseie.

We have done significant work to date to identiptions,
and we think that we have a number of things theaailable
to address the issues of affordability and adequddyousing
at all points along the housing continuum. By tleising con-
tinuum | mean — as it applies to us anyway — thate¢ are
six stages in the housing continuum, everythingnfremer-
gency shelters to transitional housing to suppertieusing to
affordable social housing to private market remtadl then fi-
nally home ownership, which is the ultimate goahwufst of us.
The things that | will deal with are the first tbréems on the
housing continuum: emergency shelters, transitidralsing
and supportive housing.

The Health and Social Services department mandate i
service people who are homeless or under-housedwdiad
have difficulty obtaining, maintaining and retaigirhousing
and therefore require additional services or sugpdve focus
especially on persons who are vulnerable and &éahrisk”
populations — by that | mean those who have meimalsses,
physical or intellectual limitations or disabilisie and other
factors such as youth, women escaping violent hsitnations
or concurrent challenges, or finally, addictions.

We are attempting to do a number of things. That fiat
we probably have talked about more than anythingedransi-
tion of the Alexander Street Residence from a $dwaising
unit that housed senior citizens to a proposal ehee will
house difficult-to-house folks, as well as Yukonvieev Board
clients who are ordered there through a varietyoafrt orders.
We also hope to house people from a number ofrdifteareas
within the city, so I'll go through them.

We also have group homes with specialized programgmi

| don't believe there is a point of order. The needs. We have clients in facilities outside of Ykon. We

have at-risk Health and Social Services clients famally, we

have St. Elias which, as probably most of you knbas been
returned to government control and we are currestihffing

the St. Elias Residence ourselves. We hope to leet@almove
some of the clients who are not in ideal situatioosv into

Alexander Street. However, we also understandtti@popu-
lation that we'’re trying to serve is growing, seth is a very
real possibility that Alexander Street Residencé v a short-
term solution, and we’re going to be looking foddidnal so-
lutions over time.

We recognize that housing is a key component avidd
ual and population health and wellness and soaielsion.
Those are very important ideals to the territorg &ém the De-
partment of Health and Social Services. While wealking
about this, it brings to mind the Northern City Popive
Housing Coalition proposal that came to the Govermnof
Yukon some time ago.

They had a proposal to build, own and operate ar2D-
supportive housing facility for hard-to-house sbesasistance
recipients. That proposal was given to the Yukomsitog Cor-
poration and then, at a later date, it was withdratihere were
a number of concerns that they had, so they withdieir
proposal. At the present time, | believe we alrehdye a set
appointment to meet with the Northern City SuppertHous-
ing Coalition and go over some of the problemshaps, that
they felt they experienced, and | hope to haveop@sal, even
though we’re not in the proposal stage — I'll stétat right
out. We're not in a stage right now where we’reiting pro-
posals for anything. We're always willing to look these
things. | hope to be able to discuss that with tiseme time in
the next little while.

| guess while I'm on the subject of proposals, dugh talk
about the Options for Independence proposal thahepge to
be going forward with. Options for Independence isociety
that has been in existence for almost 15 years.

Speaker:  The member’s time has elapsed. Thank you.
Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)
Speaker:  Thank you. Please have a seat.

Ms. Hanson: | take it from the comments made by the
two ministers opposite, and in fact what I'm hegrifiom
them, is clear support for this motion. | also risesupport of
this motion as well. What I've heard from both dgma is a

At the current time, we have family-approved homesvery clear listing of a whole series — | think tsygeaker previ-

These are model homes that often couples are wehpravid-

ing care — we currently have a stock of about rah¢hose.
We have young adults temporarily remaining with Farand

Children’s Services, and these are young adults wivariety
of different disabilities. The department assiigsse families
in maintaining a home situation for the childrene\Also have
youth who are transitioning from one to the othéte have
specialized, approved homes, which are for yourksfavith

specialized programming needs and we have 17 ohois
involved in 14 different homes in the city.

ous to the last minister, the minister responditeCommunity
Services, made the comment. When we review thesBloe
morrow, it'll be more clear. She identified a whdleries of
components of a framework, and that framework fitilvery
well into what we’re proposing here as a Yukon hogistrat-
egy. What is missing is a strategy for housingttiis territory.
Not only is it mentioned in the Yukon Party’'s ptath,
when they speak to the fact that there are real paedsing
challenges with respect to housing and land awitigbbut
this government acknowledged that it failed by hgwio put in
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its platform that it was going to have to deal wittal and
pressing challenges on housing and land availgbilit

I want to come back, if | may, to a couple of conmtse
that were made by the first speaker, because ttesrds to be a
little bit of a reality check.

The minister opposite made a number of commentkdo
effect that it was this Yukon Party government thad to
somehow pick up and fix what was done by prior goneents
with respect to neglecting the whole housing ptidfgarticu-
larly when it came to social housing. The realgythat the so-
cial housing stock in the Yukon had been allowedsitmifi-
cantly deteriorate under the previous Yukon Paayegnment.
If you will recall, those of us who have been amdior awhile
— now | was not born here, but | do go back to 1948l do
have a bit of history and understanding of who d@isg what,
when. In fact, it was Yukon Party government thaswn
power and did allow that social housing stock ttederate.

It was a priority of the NDP to reestablish the Wok
Housing Corporation in its proper role and to reatevthe so-
cial housing stock to ensure that there would s tinat could
continue to be able to serve Yukon residents. TB® keintro-
duced and introduced the home ownership and hompairre
program. It was under Yukon NDP mandates that we @a
housing strategy and a mobile home strategy thas waova-
tive and far-sighted, and that began to meet tieesief seniors
and lower income citizens.

| would suggest if there are doubts — and | do smee
shaking of the heads across the way there — tleaetheports
and annual budgets are readily available to thésteirs to read
them on their own.

It's not really worthy of pondering or waiting tdong on
that one. The really important piece of our presehere this
afternoon is to move on the importance of develg@Erhous-
ing strategy for this territory.

What we’ve seen over the course of the last almost
years of this Yukon Party government is what | b€faom the
last minister: it's a silo approach. We're talkialgout a Yukon
government strategy, a broad strategy as it sags,includes
all, all First Nation governments — all governmerisst Na-
tions and municipal governments, non-profit andigte hous-
ing providers. When we talk about the approachaosing in
this territory, we have clearly, as the NDP, spol@mll part-
ners. We are very clearly aware of the Chamber omC
merce’s condemnation of the Yukon Party in creatingous-
ing crisis. That's why they were forced to devetbp Partner-

ing for Success plaThey went and spoke to the private sector

and came up with these concrete suggestions. Notodyd
ever suggest that the private sector is not a keety pn this —
they are; but they are not the only partners.

Speaker’s statement

Speaker:
House Leader to keep his socializing down a bitradinding
it disruptive. If he has to pass a message to gaaple direc-
tion, | can appreciate that, but | am getting #elitired of all
the motion. Thank you.

Ms. Hanson:
that.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. | appreciate

So, what we've seen over the course of the last yaars
has been a silo approach. | would like to comméred gov-
ernment for being able to use the significant amadiriederal
stimulus dollars that came into this territory atod address
some of the needs of seniors and single-parentliéambe-
cause nobody would argue that those families doreqtire
priority.

You know, it's a year ago yesterday that | was telé¢o
this Legislative Assembly, and during the coursethd six
months of the campaign — or at least my campaigeabse
what else was | doing? | wasn’t elected. | wasitglkwith
people in my riding on a daily basis. The issud thas para-
mount in everybody’'s mind then was housing. Agajaing
into this general election, the issue that was rpatmt was
housing. | had the opportunity and | took the opyity to go
to different communities throughout this territoiy look at
some of the units and to talk to some of the pewayie live in
the new social housing units that this territogalernment has
created. It's one thing to spend the money; itt®ther to do it
properly and effectively.

When you talk about the new waterfront housingouid
encourage the minister — he hasn't had a change tdown
there yet. | would encourage him to go in there godand
knock on the people’s doors — and to a person. Witilhear
what | heard. It was, “Liz, come in. Look at my dpeent. It's
beautiful. I'm so happy to be here, but please came my
bathroom.” I'd think, “My God, how many times dagb into
bathrooms?” | don't, usually, on home visits. Eveirygle per-
son wanted to show me their bathroom because they get
into the bathtub. One old guy, 83, said look: “Y&noow,
there’s a pole here, but I'm not a pole dancer.”sdil, “I can't
get out of the tub if | get in here.”

What we have done, Mr. Speaker? We have created a

situation where these are supposed to be their $iané the
ideal is that it is to be “aging in place, to ligeaciously and for
a long time in your own home.” If you cannot battieen you
are going to be relying on home care. It speaksldoning; it
speaks to effective use; and it speaks to conguitat- consul-
tation with the Yukon Council on Aging, who havdes&d to
work with the government on these issues.

Look at the residents in Teslin. Look at the labifri of
stairs on the exterior of that. Is that accessilolé easy for sen-
iors to get in and out of? Every single one of ¢hpkaces got
whatever the stock bathtub was — impossible foriassror
handicapped people to get in and out of.

It is one thing to spend the money; it is quitetheoto do
it in a proper and effective way.

The minister who spoke first spoke about the litahpro-
grams and services. Many, many times we heardhtéhmad¢ —
repetition of some innovative programming. | waegsed to
see that she had the same comment that | did. iryaabtes as

Order please. | would ask the Government; , oo listening to her speak. When | noted thatwhs listing

the spending, my comment to myself was, “Wherehdodots
connect?” and she said, “It's time to connect tlsd and
that's exactly what a Yukon housing strategy witl. dt will

connect the dots so that it's not the silo approaelone gov-
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ernment department or agency doing something angbena ment. One — and | must comment on it again — isribigon

tentatively connecting with the others.

of the northern housing trust. Yes, it is true tthatt money was

The minister — just preceding me speaking — spokdlowed through the Government of Yukon, the $50liomil

about the social inclusion strategy. Social indasis really
important. We have supported — as the Official Gyijjan, as
the Third Party — the dimensions of social and eooin in-
clusion as defining characteristics of a good aedlthy soci-
ety. Social inclusion demands that at least theadepents of
Health and Social Services, Justice, EducationthadYukon
Housing Corporation, as well as Energy, Mines aerddRrces
and Community Services — they need to be talkingres as a
Government of Yukon. That's why you need a Yukomisiog
strategy so we get that integrated approach targeahd re-
sponding to the dimensions — the continuum, as waeeh
heard.

That's a word we used in describing this last yaad I'm
really pleased to hear it echoed back from the gowent side,
because it means that they're getting what wellénig about.
That's progress. I'm pleased.

| just want to comment about the three elementsnoér-
gency, transitional and supportive housing as bamgmpor-
tant part of the most difficult edge of the continuand mov-
ing along. We must make note of the fact that dt’'¥ukon
Party government that made promises in 2002 anthdga
2006 and now in 2011 to deal with an emergencytyshelter.
They did not deliver in either of those two mandaté/hat
makes us believe that they will deliver it this éitnThat's why
you need a housing strategy — so that you can lsaeitt
doesn’t get left off the edges because other piesricome
along.

When we hear that Alexander Street is how goindpeo
used — two years ago, Alexander Street, accordirthe gov-
ernment opposite, was unable to be used any mowead old
housing stock. It must be torn down. That was regzbavery
time we came up with alternatives in response &©démon-
strated need for emergency short-term housinghieriard-to-
house or for people who just have no place to livey may
not have had any of the social indicators of sordgheho is
hard-to-house; they simply had no place to live gdoonomic
reasons — and the government said, repeatedly,aAbtir
Street cannot be used for living. It must be toowad.

Now we hear that we are going to be using it andavee
going to be using it without demonstrating — atstedemon-
strated to the public in any way — what the effemtiess of
this plan is for putting together hard-to-houseivitiials and
those who are under the Yukon Review Board. Wetakéing
about, basically, warehousing; we are talking alpaaple who
require line-of-sight supervision, and those whe &aard to
house. Those are people who have distinctly differeeeds
and it beggars the imagination. The Official Opposi will be
looking for the business case that would be puvéod to this
to demonstrate that this is cost effective andeist lpractice,
that there is any evidence to demonstrate thaigtdsgood use
of public money, or that we’ll have the social ates that are
desired.

There were other issues raised during the courstheof
long afternoon of recitations of expenditures bg tovern-

Let’s keep in mind that that was $50 million thasaprovided
by the federal government to the Yukon government.

In 2006, $32 million did flow eventually to Firstalons
— $18 million this government has sat upon and ¢dwdve
been using to address the social housing demardiiesds
and not have created the crisis that people aiegacho have
no place to live. No place to live. There is nopdisng the
facts that the minister and the minister’s offideheave, that
there is in excess of 100 people with no placeve. [That is
shameful. It's one thing to say that we've got lotsnoney and
we're flowing through the money and we're builditlgese
housing units but, again, if they're not effectiblilt —

The minister said that she was going to visit faamilwho
live in Riverdale. | would encourage her to go amsit the
people and actually to talk to the people who iivéhose units.
When | was in the election campaign this fall, yorécall that
there were some patches of bad weather there. Whewalk
into those Riverdale units, | had expected thenbedamily-
centred and family-friendly. Where do the childrgfay?
You've got boulders for front yards. You don’t hapkaying
fields. Most people, when you design a family-cedtapart-
ment, would think that you would put playing fields there.
These do not.

When you walk in, the main floor units are cement.
They're not heated. When you walk in, when theregt snow
traipsing in, you suddenly have a skating rinkhe foyer. It
speaks to spending money; it doesn’t speak to spgmdoney
effectively.

So, when we talk about a housing strategy, we’liéntg
about making sure that all of the elements, alihef planning,
is taken into consideration and all of the voices heard.
There’s no doubt, and it has been said many timassimply
by the Official Opposition — the public has saidthe faith
community has said it, the non-government sectsrdzad it,
the business sector has said it — we are in a hgusiisis.
That crisis has to be systemic and you need to hasssstemic
response to it. It's not simply ad hoc, little bitsd pieces, by
one government department or going out and sugggsis the
government has done — it didn't ask and it didelt the pri-
vate sector what the criteria would be or what tiveye look-
ing for when they said they wanted the private aetd get
involved in developing housing in the Mountainviasea; it
simply said that they wanted to gauge the devetopad con-
tractors and private landowners in undertaking bgraent
and to provide a form for feedback — utilize theolWhedge
and expertise. It didn’'t say what government wantsof it. It
didn’t say that they had an expectation — thateatum for
significant policy concessions or policy concessian policy
incentives, that they would expect the private@ett do X, Y
orZ.

A strategy would say, based on evidence and basbe st
practices: this is what we expect the private sectalo in re-
turn for our allowing them to have access at redumest for
land — to access to other incentives — becauseoneatht the
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private sector to be involved because, as the teisi®pposite
are correctly saying, there has not been privattoselevelop-
ment — with one or two exceptions — in developimmptal
accommodation in this territory for over 30 year®s, it is
important to get them involved, but government tasake a
leadership role and it has to say what it expattseturn for
giving them access to land and incentives to dot whweir job
is, which is to maximize profit. We don’t doubt tret all. We
hope that that will happen, but certainly with vagyuidelines
and vague criteria set out without a strategysrittigoing to be
achieved.

| had intended originally to speak primarily to tihard-to-
house aspect of this and, in particular, to thieifaiof this gov-
ernment to address the really serious issue oéthesple who
are hard to house. Again, the government has aeteyd—
and I've noted this before — to ask the publicifsrcomments
— to go out and seek input and then to ignore it.

Ms. Hanson: Mr. Speaker, | guess | shouldn’t engage
in across-the-aisle bantering with the member ojpgo$here
were representatives from the city, from the Argiserty Coa-
lition, the private sector, various non-governmagéencies —
in excess of 100 people attended this event tceghair views
on how we implement the 12 recommendations.

It's clear that this government, absent a strategl,not
move forward on dealing with those people who aaedho
house.

The notion that the territorial government wouldngly
jump to the conclusion that an over-burdened, nafitpor-
ganization like the Salvation Army is the respotsalealing
with the hard-to-house — is the response to dealiitig those
people who have the issues are identified in that@e and
Allen report. It is impossible to believe that thgs seriously
being tendered as their option. We will be pressimg gov-
ernment to deal with this in the context of devaigpa Yukon

The most recent example of that, and the most stuhme housing strategy. | am so pleased to hear botlsgkakers for

example of that, has to do with its lack of resgottsthe Bea-
ton/Allen report. When the Government of Yukon bhshed
the review of policing in the territory in respongethe death
of Raymond Silverfox, during the course of thatiegwit be-
came clear that there were so many dimensions lafiqg in
this territory that needed to be addressed. Theetamaent that
really triggered it all: how do we deal with the shoulnerable
— those people who are severely intoxicated and areoat
risk — in our community? That was being missed.

So they asked, and thank goodness they did. THedas
Dr. Bruce Beaton and Chief James Allen to takecok lat this
and to look at practices elsewhere in the county t&# come
back with recommendations because recognizing —haper
the government didn’t recognize it at the time, tertainly the
people they asked, Dr. Beaton and Chief Allen, caaek and
said, “You know what? Being acutely intoxicatedjnigeat-
risk, being vulnerable is not a crime.” It's nofjustice issue;
it's a societal issue; it's a social issue; it'health issue and
you need to treat it like that and this governnteas refused to
do that and that is a shame. That speaks to aolfaakhousing
strategy because until and unless you're willingigten to all
the voices, including the voices of the people §y@i ask to
give you advice, then it begs the notion of whethienot we
are actually seriously in a democracy that wantbegaespon-
sive and will be listening to the public as we goafard.

The opposition did. We were concerned enough with t
lack of response on the Task Force on the Acuteiyxicated
Persons at Risk. In fact, in May of this year, veddha public
forum. It wasn’t a “talking heads” kind of thing. &\simply
said, “Come on out. Come and tell us what you thank the
real issues here.” In excess of 100 people cantbatoforum
— people representing the real estate associaliom city
council, from the Anti-Poverty Coalition.

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

Ms. Hanson: There were people there from the city.

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

Ms. Hanson: Excuse me —

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

the government set out clearly their support bicaldting the
elements of a strategy. Now let's work together getl that
strategy developed. Thank you.

Hon. Mr. Kent: It is indeed a pleasure to rise on pri-
vate members’ day, the first one for me since négr to the
Legislature.

I will take this opportunity to wish all of my cotitsients in
Riverdale North, my friends and family, and indesldmem-
bers of the Legislature season’s greetings antthalbest in the
New Year coming up. It's certainly an exciting tinas our
mini-sitting winds down tomorrow. | felt | may ndtave that
opportunity to pass those greetings on tomorrowarnikhyou
for allowing me to do that right now.

One of the exciting things for me about private rhers’
day is being able to listen to different perspexdiand the per-
spectives of all 19 or 18 members — save yourddif,
Speaker, of course — in this House and listen &g rarticular
concerns when it comes to their particular ridinigsave been
listening to the Member for Klondike on issues imwon
City, and I've spoken with the Member for Mayo-Tai0,
former principal in Pelly Crossing, about staff kg issues
up there. I'd like to actually congratulate the Mman for
Takhini-Kopper King for bringing forward this motiotoday,
because it is, of course, one of the top issudswbaheard at
doorsteps only a few short months ago.

So, with that, maybe what I'd like to just focus finst is a
few stories from my riding from going door to dotirere.
Riverdale North, as | mentioned in my responsent$peech
from the Throne, is diverse. The diversity of Rolele North is
in the people who live in Riverdale North and thigedent cir-
cumstances that they're in. There are a numbempaftent
buildings there with people renting — some youngpdes. |
knocked on one apartment door one evening anddatkea
young couple that makes a substantial wage, buthassg
difficulty saving enough for a down payment to fhase a
home. There were also a humber of people who asetm¢he
riding and new to the Yukon.
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A young family on Tay Street had just purchasedméd
The gentleman of the household works at AlexchatBellek-
eno mine and commutes back and forth, and his avite chil-
dren live there — certainly they bought at a painthe market
that may be different from when others enteredntiaeket, as
that goes, with regard to that home ownership. Tdfecourse
there are a number of long-time Yukoners who liveRiver-
dale North and have lived there for a number ofrge€er-
tainly they appreciate the increased equity that eaists in
their homes. So for Riverdale North and for all ttdings
throughout the Yukon, it's certainly an issue tlsatery com-
plex and multi-faceted and | think that has beemiified by
all the members who have spoken before me herg.toda

Now maybe what | could touch upon for a little isitthe
Yukon Housing Corporation for which | am the mieiste-
sponsible and some of the things that have beemngaished
by the corporation in the last number of years.

I would like to thank the Minister of Community Sares.
I know that during her remarks today, she pointettioe hard-
working officials at the Yukon Housing Corporatiomho had
to come up with plans and designs with federal adslithat
were time-sensitive. | would also like to echo hengratula-
tions for the capital development unit, especialiyhe Yukon
Housing Corporation, for their hard work in spemgia sub-
stantial amount of dollars over the past numbeyeafs.

Some of those units built include a 19-unit affdiiga
housing building in Dawson City; a 12-unit Watsoakke sen-
iors facility; a 32-unit Whitehorse affordable hogs project
for single-parent families — the one off of NisatlDrive in
Riverdale. As well, there is a six-unit seniorsilfacin Faro;
an eight-unit Teslin seniors facility; six-unit fadgntownhouses
in Ingram; and a 30-unit Whitehorse seniors fagilit

The Member for Whitehorse Centre and Leader ofQfie
ficial Opposition referenced that facility. | doolo forward to
going there early in the new year and visiting wvtith residents
— not only there, but at other seniors facilitiesch as the one
at 600 College Drive, or Closeleigh Manor, or time @n Lam-
bert Street in downtown Whitehorse.

There are a number of multi-unit facilities tha¢ @he re-
sponsibility of the Yukon Housing Corporation, ahdook
forward to getting out there and talking to the gledt matters
most to, which are the residents who live in thasiés.

There have been four, single-family residences ar-C
macks under construction and single-family resiéerio Ross
River that are under construction, as well as tlhgalex units
in Takhini North that are under construction. Sat'thsome of
the affordable housing activities the Yukon Hous®grpora-
tion has undertaken in the last couple of years sigaificant
investment. In the five-year period from 2006 tol20the
Yukon Housing Corporation has increased its nunobaiocial
housing units by approximately 40 percent, whicla isignifi-
cant number. | have to congratulate previous nmengssand the
previous government for those accomplishments @ sushort
time frame, for something that’s as important asvjgling so-
cial housing for Yukoners.

The core business of the Yukon Housing Corporation
the provision of staff and social housing, managingariety of

loan programs, and housing industry developmeng. ddrpo-
ration has just over 130 staff housing clients, rapiately
656 in social housing and 982 loan clients. Thepoxation is
directly helping over 1,700 Yukon clients and thiimilies,
which is an estimate of about 4,250 people, toeaeha better
quality of life and to be able to have proper hngdiere in the
Yukon.

When it comes to staff housing — | know the Memtwmer
Takhini-Kopper King spoke about staff housing adliweher
opening remarks — there are certainly some chadlenprec-
ognize that. In talking to the Member for Mayo-Traio about
some of the units that exist in Pelly Crossing,if@tance, we
need to work on improving the quality of those snitm an-
ticipating the staff housing strategy from the aogtion, and |
expect it some time within the next number of menWe're
very, very hopeful that not only can we address wiaé-list,
but also the quality of some of those staff houses.

I'd like to talk a little bit about this governmemtwork
with First Nations when it comes to housing.

The Yukon government entered into the Yukon asset c
struction agreement — | guess the acronym is YACAwmth
Kwanlin Dun to construct a six-unit family townh@usuilding
in the Ingram subdivision in 2010. As referencefole the
Yukon government entered into a YACA agreementgogni-
tion of the Whitehorse waterfront seniors housingjgxrt, con-
structed on Kwanlin Dun First Nation’s traditiortatritory. In
relation to this agreement, Kwanlin Dun is conding three
duplexes in the Takhini North subdivision for Yukblousing
Corporation’s social housing stock. Yukon Housingrfora-
tion provided energy, ventilation, indoor air qtpltraining
and advice to the Little Salmon-Carmacks First dtafind also
provided advice to Champagne and Aishihik, VuntuiitGhin,
and Carcross-Tagish First Nations as well.

Again, | think Habitat for Humanity is such an inmnt
organization. | know that the Minister of Commun&grvices
spoke about it and the Minister of Health and Sdsé@vices is
a former board member of that organization. TheditauCor-
poration was able to provide approximately $170,@06labi-
tat for Humanity for the purchase of land to bufté triplex in
downtown Whitehorse and also to provide fundingffset the
cost of constructing to the SuperGreen standarlds. project
was in partnership with Yukon College.

Similarly, the Housing Corporation has donated & i
in the Ingram subdivision for Habitat for Humangyhewest
triplex project which is, | believe, now under ctmstion.

Other ways that the Housing Corporation helps Yken
and their families is through the loans, mortgaggants and
flood relief programs in the form of grants. Intgréree and
low-interest loans were designed to assist homesnaféected
by flooding. In 2007, the Southern Lakes, Lake lLgbeand
Liard River areas were affected by flooding. Sa @@07 pro-
gram just concluded in 2009. Then in 2009 there thasRock
Creek flooding near Dawson City.

The Housing Corporation also assists homeowneis-in
creasing rental accommodations — offers loans grage or
construct rental suites on their main property.iAgtis is one
of those partnership aspects where the municipalitn this
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case, the City of Whitehorse — is moving forwardhwtheir
garden suites and their pocket houses, as refatebgethe
Minister of Health and Social Services, the forrigy council-
lor. | think that's going to be one of the most on@ant things
moving forward — those partnerships that we careltgv

This isn’t a problem that’s unique to the Yukon,tsank-
fully we have some other jurisdictions and othemowative
ideas to look at right across Canada. Of cours&jengot some
great things that we can do in partnership, noy avith the
City of Whitehorse and the First Nations throughitnet Y ukon
and other municipalities throughout the Yukon, &lsibo NGOs
and the private sector. The land that was maddadlaiat the
junction of Range Road and Mountainview Road toptfieate
sector is really designed to address some of tferdable
rental housing problems, | guess — or issues, kgue the
word I'm looking for — when it comes specifically tthe
Whitehorse area.

Again, most of the apartments in Riverdale Nortkndow,
are close to full, if not full, and then there etexpense —
maybe being able to help that young couple by &msirey the
stock of rental units in Whitehorse and stabilizithg rental
market so that they can afford to save up that dpayment
and move up through the housing continuum and psetheir
own home.

| think that when you look at the platforms of tharties
from the last election, housing was identified ino& the plat-
forms and also identified in the Yukon Party&oving For-

ward Togetheplatform, which were the documents that we put

to Yukoners on October 11 as our plan to move fodviar all
Yukoners. Housing is one of those issues that vzesded. |
won't touch on all of the commitments, given thmdi but
there are a few important things that | would liketalk about
under housing for Yukoners and about implementingpin-
prehensive strategy to address the housing needskamers.
With that implementation of that comprehensive tegg, |
would like to move a friendly amendment to the ioréd mo-
tion. It's very brief, if | make that motion now.

Amendment proposed
Hon. Mr. Kent: I move

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon takvo
with all governments, including First Nations, aslMas non-
profit and private housing providers, to impleméstYukon
housing strategy and policy framework that will:

(1) include all Yukon communities;

(2) have performance and risk-management mesisure

(3) be comprehensive, innovative, practical andiev-
able;

(4) increase the housing supply;

(5) improve housing affordability; and

(6) support individuals and families in greathsusing
need.

There is more to be accomplished, but | did taleetiime
earlier to reflect on the many positive housindiatives that
have and are continuing to be accomplished by ouemment
through the Yukon Housing Corporation, and my aujlees
earlier this afternoon were able to expand on thigatives
being undertaken by Community Services and Health $o-
cial Services.

I'm very proud and pleased of the partnership welee
veloped in working to address the housing issuealforukon
residents. One thing | should also say, in conolysis that the
last time | was here, it was very rare that we wadrke to sup-
port motions. I’'m hoping the opposition will takieig friendly
amendment and we can support this motion unanimarsd
move forward, as it's such an important issue fo¥akoners.

Ms. White: | really thought when | got elected and we
all talked about good government, that we wouldiaty try to
do that. My concern with “implement its” is thatiitsinuates
that there is a housing strategy in place and weatvill then
implement it. The wording that we originally used tevelop
a” was supposed to be a collaborative effort —patties, par-
tisan politics aside. The concern with the chanfgearding is
that it insinuates that there is already a hougtrgtegy in
place and that we will then be implementing it. farthe point
of view of the Official Opposition, we do not séat.

| appreciate the fact that everyone had aspeashofusing
strategy in what the members spoke of. My hope tvaswe
could work together in making one. It has been saty that

THAT Motion No. 11 be amended by deleting the wordsthis is not nearly as friendly an amendment as. tfat going

“

“develop a” and replacing them with the words “ieplent
its”.

That is a very friendly amendment, and | do havgie® of
the amendment for all members in the House andth&scopy
for the table.

Speaker:
ble for the Yukon Housing Corporation that Motiow.NL1 be
amended by deleting the words “develop a” and mpiathem
with the words “implement its”.

The member has his remaining time.

Hon. Mr. Kent: Maybe what | could do is quickly
read out for members of the House how the revisetdv No.
11 reads, which was originally moved by the Membar
Takhini-Kopper King.

It has been moved by the minister responsi

to quote from —

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

Point of order

Speaker: The Member for Copperbelt South, on a

point of order.

Ms. Moorcroft: | rise on a point of order in that the
amendment changes the intent of the motion.

If the government does not like the motion as ipears
before the House, they have an opportunity to agf&inst the
motion. But to bring forward an amendment that wia@place
the words “develop a housing strategy” with the agofim-
plement a housing strategy” makes the assumptiah ttiey
have a Yukon housing strategy. The amendment tpl&ément
its housing strategy” is not only not a friendly @mment, as
the member opposite said, but it is, in my subroigsbut of
order.
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Speaker’s ruling
Speaker:
correct manner and is currently in debate, ancetieeno point

of order.
Member for Takhini-Kopper King, please continue.

Ms. White:
put this forward is that we would all go forward ard we had
all said that we wanted to do government diffesentlll par-
ties said that. We said that we wanted to work ttogre This
was our effort in working together — to develop teategy
together.

I’'m going to quote the minister opposite, when shél,
“We need to look at where we were, where we areveinere
we are going.” This was our opportunity as eleaffitials to
make a real concrete change together. We could rizdege
for the citizens of the Yukon. This was our oppoityto show
citizens that we heard what they said when we kedaa their
doors and told them we were listening. We said audccwork
together; we could develop a strategy togethers TWas our
opportunity to show citizens that we believe inithéght to
housing.

It's our responsibility as elected officials to ¢ak leader-
ship role in response to the current housing ¢résisl we could
have done that together. It's time to stop beiragtige and to
start being proactive. Both governments, when iwgro have
done good things and both governments have madekess
The Liberals, the Yukon Party, the NDP — we havehad
successes and we've all had failures, and thasy t find in
records. We all promised that we would do thingsedéntly.
We all promised that we would work together. Sdslgtut
party politics behind us and make the positive geathat we
so desperately need in the territory.

| wanted us to lead by example. | wanted us todbe, and
| wanted us to be innovative. | thought that weldamork to-
gether toward that plan, and I'm disappointed thatcan't.

Some Hon. Members:  Question.

Speaker:  Question has been called.

Are you prepared for the question on the amendment?

Amendment to Motion No. 11 agreed to

Speaker:
amended?

Hon. Mr. Dixon:
now, as amended, for a brief time. | recognize #atare short
on time in the House today. I'm sure we would ltkebring
this motion as amended to a vote at some poiritll say that,
of course, housing is an issue in the territorg. dbmething we
heard about throughout the campaign. | heard ihfroy con-
stituents, as many of them are new to the territomnewly
returned to the territory. Housing has been somgttihey
raised with me.

As a result of the significant economic developmidig
territory has seen over the past several yearse thre@ a num-
ber of pressures that puts on our economy, ancbbtigem is
on the housing front. | would agree with the sp@nd intent of

So what | had hoped when we originally

I would like to speak on this motion

this motion — that, of course, the House urges@Gbeernment

The amendment has been put forward in thesf Yukon to work with all governments, includingrgti Nation

governments, as well as non-profit and private mguprovid-
ers, to implement a Yukon housing strategy andcpditiame-
work, as the points of the motion lay out. | dométed to repeat
them.

This is an issue that is important to local bussess It is
important to local citizens. It's important to maipalities,
First Nations and general stakeholders. It is dia¢ It think we
need to implement and we need to move forward om.néed
to put aside some of the less productive bantehave had in
the past and move forward to implement a stratégwt strat-
egy has been put in place already. We have hadreéfisant
body of action on this file as my colleagues hasil lout
throughout the day. | don’t need to reiterate thenarous ini-
tiatives we have undertaken in terms of making landilable
both in the City of Whitehorse and in the commusitof Daw-
son, Watson Lake, Teslin, Haines Junction, Old Crdlayo,
Pelly Crossing, and the list goes on. | don’t naethy out all
of the initiatives that we’ve undertaken on the elepment of
social housing units in the territory. The ministesponsible
for the Yukon Housing Corporation has done an éantjob,
as well as the Minister of Community Services adrelMinister
of Health and Social Services. We have got an isgive body
of work so far but there’s more work to be done. &¢&nowl-
edge that; that's why we say we have to continuenfdlement
this plan to ensure that businesses can contingggaw and
that our population can continue to grow, as mareé aore
people are seeking to move to the territory becafiske fan-
tastic opportunities that are available here im&of our grow-
ing economy, our beautiful, natural environment gunt the
general good quality of life we have here in thekdtu

This was a platform commitment of ours to work abt-
ratively with stakeholders and communities andtRAiations
in developing and continuing our initiatives on kimg. | look
forward to working on this with my colleagues ankbak for-
ward to continuing with the good work done in trestby the
previous government. | look forward to working wah mem-
bers of this Legislature on this initiative.

With that, I'll pass it back to the opposition flurther dis-
cussion.

Is there any further debate on the motion as

Mr. Tredger: | wish to speak against the motion as
amended. There is a real need for some long-ternshort-
term planning around housing in our territory.

We had an ad hoc reaction to needs and it hasdeftith
an emergency. We're sitting now with what is redegd by
everyone as a housing crisis. The members opptalited
about developing a strategy. Right now we don’tehavstrat-
egy. I'd like to refer to a couple of things thatvie happened in
my experience.

Staff housing — 10 years ago, we sat down with Yuko
Housing, administrators in various schools andaspntatives
from social work. At that time, everybody acknowded that
staff housing was approaching a crisis situatioe. kNew that
a number of people in the communities were retirigny of
them were long-time residents. In their retireméhgy were
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planning to stay in the houses they had boughthaddbecome
community members. The new people would be arridngd

they would be looking for staff housing. We wersoafoing
through a period of devolution where a number gfadenents
were being brought down to work locally. They alwould

need housing. The types of housing was changinly thit.

Many of the Yukon houses in the communities wereghand
four-bedroom houses. It doesn’t work for singlectess, sin-
gle social workers or single forestry people, whawéto pay an
extra amount for these houses and for the heafigem, as
heating costs rise.

At that point, we suggested that there be a bidnpiaa-
ning, spring and fall, when the deputy ministerd #me minis-
ter responsible for Yukon Housing Corporation cositddown
with representatives from the various unions andiaibtrators
of the area, and decide what housing would be mkdumv it
would be needed and how we could provide for iisTtasn’t
happened. Something like that would work if we waram-
plement it in our strategy — if we were to develgtrategy.
Also at those meetings, we would be able to dissasse of
the concerns that local staff have about their imgus

For instance, in Pelly Crossing they continuallyd#rou-
ble getting a contractor. | experienced it whenfgeint con-
tractor would work every month. There are some \Yaergor-
ous examples of what happened. Maybe I'll shareafribem.
At the nursing station across the way, every nigat light
would come on and the light would go off, and tigéat would
come on, and the light would go off. They sent Battecian
from Faro to fix it. He took some wires and crosseein and
everything and when he left, all the lights were ®he next
night, this went on again. They brought a contnafsttom Mayo
to fix it. Each one of these, by the way, is notirexpensive
undertaking. Finally, it was determined that therere two
lights. When one came on it would set the othertortern off
because it was now daylight. The other one would off and
they went back and forth all night long. Those tee kinds of
things that could be resolved if we worked withdbpeople to
develop a local housing strategy.

There is a need, as the minister opposite suggelStah
person has unique needs. | would reiterate thatsayd each
community has unique needs.

We need to work cooperatively and in a fiscallypassi-
ble manner with local communities to develop lobalising
policies. | sat down with some people in Carmaakst jhe
other day. Some of the things they said — a dirednier a
strategy. They said we need a housing design, loate will
work locally and one that will accommodate woodse® | just
read in the paper this morning, there were someg@dstove
flue fires this year. The houses that CMHC areipgttip, the
houses that we are getting, aren’t designed fordvgtoves. We
need to plan with local communities what is goiagvork.

We need Arctic entries. Many Yukon Housing Corpiorat
houses and most of the CMHC houses don’t have Artik
tries. What developing a strategy should do wouwdtd sit
down with local people and determine what workstfiem and
how it would work. We could design a low-cost, effint

house that could be replicated. We need to devalsprategy
and involve people in that.

Training and capacity: we need a strategy arouaiditrg
and capacity. Many of the communities do not hénedapac-
ity, the carpenters and the tradespeople necestariuild
standard houses. What is needed would be shorseaue
found them very successful in the communities: iocoimg
education short courses that might come in for tweeks,
work with the people who are working on housing,naginte-
nance issues — HRV issues. These courses canikerddlin
a community and gradually upgrade the tradespehbpte.

There’'s a need for supported living, not only in it¥h
horse, but in all the communities. | was glad tarhihat it's
being made a priority, but we need to set somelite® and
work within those timelines to build. We can only that if we
develop a housing strategy — develop.

I can go on with a few — there’s need for proctousing
in some of the communities. We have a lot of peagie need
supported-living situations — youngsters who neeglace
that's safe to go to. Those kinds of things aréeing looked
at. We need to have that sit-down with the locahcwnity,
discuss this and come up with a strategy that wdarke ad hoc
— we're going to put this here or put that therene-longer
works. It's good spending money — | know we havgilkon
dollars to spend — but it is not fiscally respotesjland it is not
achieving its end.

So | find the amended motion doesn’t work for me &n
believe | spoke against it.

Speaker: Are there any other members who wish to
speak to the amended motion?
Are you prepared for the question on the amendetbnid

Some Hon. Members:  Division.
Division
Speaker:  Division has been called.

Are the House leaders in agreement that we wiliteho
the time? We will wait.

Bells
Speaker:  As all members are present, is it agreed by

the House leaders to proceed?
Mr. Clerk, please poll the House.

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: Agree.
Hon. Mr. Cathers: Agree.
Hon. Ms. Taylor: Agree.
Hon. Mr. Graham: Agree.
Hon. Mr. Kent: Agree.
Hon. Mr. Nixon: Agree.
Ms. McLeod: Agreed.
Hon. Mr. Istchenko: Agreed.
Hon. Mr. Dixon: Agreed.
Mr. Hassard: Agreed.
Ms. Hanson: Disagree.
Mr. Tredger: Disagree.
Ms. Moorcroft: Disagree.
Ms. White: Disagree.
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Ms. Stick: Disagree.
Mr. Barr: Disagree.
Mr. Elias: Disagree.
Mr. Silver: Disagree.
Clerk:

Speaker:
ried.
Motion No. 11 agreed to as amended

Motion No. 65
Clerk:

Hanson.
Speaker:

Centre

It is moved by the Member for Whitehorse

background, we have had the previous Yukon Partyego
ment's commitment to a Select Committee on LegistaRe-
newal. The then Premier identified himself as Chhirt no
meeting was called and when the election was caledselect

Mr. Speaker, the results are 10 yea, eight nay. committee died before doing any work.
The yeas have it. | declare the motion car-

The NDP Official Opposition caucus made a decisiat,
when it came to our democratic functioning, the lipulwvould
be much more interested in public consultation tecteral
reform than on the minutiae of legislative procegdiWe want
to see legislative renewal take place; we are cdtedio it.

Motion No. 65, standing in the name of Ms. We hope that all parties can collaborate and wbréugh the

Standing Committee on Rules, Elections and Prieedo
make this happen.
So here we are with this motion. Should we pass riio-

THAT this House establish a select committee onatem tion, we would be creating in the first instancgetect commit-

ratic reform to meaningfully consult Yukoners dugririhe
spring and summer of 2012 for the purpose of récgiviews
and opinions of Yukoners and interest groups onnsi@d im-
proving our democracy, including, but not limited t

(1) reviewing electoral processes and amendmentleto

Elections Act
(2) consideration of fixed election dates;
(3) consideration of proportional representation;

THAT the membership of the committee be comprisked o

equal representation from the government caucesQfficial
Opposition caucus and the Third Party caucus toebermined
by the Premier, the Leader of the Official Oppasitand the
Leader of the Third Party;

THAT the select committee on democratic reform refm
the House its findings and recommendations no lhtzn the
2013 spring sitting of the Legislative Assembly;

THAT the committee have the power to call persqss,
pers and records and to sit during intersessicer@gs; and

THAT the Clerk of the Legislative Assembly be resgie
ble for providing the necessary support servicehiéocommit-
tee.

Ms. Hanson:
ternoon, this motion takes on incredibly more intpoce than |
had anticipated that it would, because this maigaabout talk-
ing to the public about our democracy. | want topeefectly
clear. It is to talk to and with the public and hea listen and
hear if they think our democracy and our electoefbrm sys-
tem need reform.

It would then be up to the House to decide whatdoThe
New Democratic Party believes that there shouldmntzgor
changes proposed to our elections. These propokalsa
change, should go back to the people. But if ttereuld be
major changes proposed to our electoral systemsethpeopos-
als for change should go back to the people — ¢opibople,
Mr. Speaker — in the form of a referendum.

We had initially drafted this motion as coveringotws-
pects of improving our democracy. The first was tieenoc-
ratic/electoral reform piece that is set out in thaion you just
read, Mr. Speaker.

The second had to do with legislative renewal —t tha
improving the Legislative Assembly’s process to mak func-
tion better and to be more relevant to the pulfis.a bit of

| guess, after the proceedings of this af-

tee of this Legislative Assembly, and have membersed to
this committee who would then go out and talk withkoners

about whether our electoral processes Rleetions Actissues
like fixed election dates, and whether the firsstghe-post
system is working. There would be consideratiomphees it

says in this motion, for the notions of proportibrepresenta-
tion. The committee would consult over spring amel Summer
2012 and report no later than the spring of 20d3hat sitting,
with recommendations. What we are proposing is e\@ar
process of talking with the public and gatheringpimation.

Then it would be up to the House to decide whethere

would be amendments, regulations — who knows, parfza
plebiscite or referendum: a question put to Yukerar chang-
ing some aspects of our system.

Some people may be asking in this Legislative Addem
why this motion to talk to the public about impnogi our
democracy? Well, we have seen over the courseedbst few
years, and in particular over the course of ttss yaar, through
the federal and territorial elections, that thesean appetite
among the public, particularly as a result of sahéhe issues
that were raised around the elections. The isstedresh in
people’s minds.

So the first thing that we’ll speak to in this nwotiis proc-
ess improvement. This motion mentions “reviewingctiral
processes and amendments toEhextions Act

The recent territorial election revealed some peeck
problems with our election processes and therecnitisism in
the local media from citizens who felt disenfraseu. Regard-
less of whether or not these criticisms were welifded, the
post-election period is a good time to canvasspihiglic on
elections and other matters related to improving @@moc-
racy.

Some of the issues that arose during this eleaticdnded
enumeration issues. | think everybody in this rooould rec-
ognize this, because members were involved in egtieh less
than six weeks ago. We heard complaints in the anedd
from individuals that a number of Yukoners were eantimer-
ated or not able to vote on election day becausg ¢tbuldn’t
find someone from their poll to vouch for them. tki®f elec-
tors are not provided electronically. This is 20%&E are still
having handwritten notices — handwritten lists. Hharitten
voters lists in the Yukon creates problems forpghdies — all
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parties — in terms of data entry and legibility Ipleams among
others — problems for parties, electors and poltilegks.

We start from scratch every election. It's greadttive
enumerate, but why not maintain a permanent let glets ad-
ditions, rather than always starting from scratch?

There were problems associated with the enumertaibes
ing to one person in a residence and just simgtingatheir
word that five or six people in that house wergible to vote,
without any requirement that they show identifioatiOn elec-

we understand why. They are turning their backsaoilitics,

and they are not voting in the numbers they onde They are
alienated and frustrated and disillusioned. We havebliga-

tion to turn that around. Restoring the publicisstrand confi-
dence in government will not be easy. It will takee. Restor-
ing their faith in their government will take a cprehensive
revamp of how we do politics in this territory. Wad a chance
and we had a challenge today. | believe we faildgk process
starts by respecting the public and ensuring pebplee a say

tion day, someone not enumerated has to have ID andin things that matter to them. Then we strengthen public

voucher — somebody to personally vouch for them.

The enumerators collect the first initial of thesfiname,
which creates problems on election day with laaifies or
common names. These are a few examples just tospine
idea of what we've heard and what others, I'm sureuld be
sharing. Other issues that occurred during thetieleincluded
difficulty in voting after special revision. Votemseeded to
bring ID and someone from their poll to vouch foern. In
federal elections, B.C. and Ontario have less cusaee ways
to deal with those not enumerated.

processes, including how we operate in this Chanibdsring
diverse perspectives in our community together.ajjogbu can
count on one hand the people who have a say in thisv
Yukon is run.

Some of the other issues that would be talked ainothte
process for the select committee are discussioostaection
rules like fixed dates. We talk about talking tce tpublic,
whether or not they are interested in having fix@dction
dates. When it comes to electoral reform, the issuéixed
election dates comes up often. Some jurisdictionSdanada do

We know the system needs to be legitimate and securhave fixed dates. When there are fixed dates, pecgnh plan

while at the same time we don’t want to unduly dfsgnchise
people like the poor or transients. In my ridinige ttransient
people were told that the political parties shobélthe ones
who enumerate them. That seems passing strangelémac-
racy. That's something that an independent body Hlections
Yukon should be handling. We think the public woblave a
lot to say about improving our elections process.

The second aspect of this motion is to address api@thy
and low voter turnout. Today, we know and we'verdeaore
and more from groups as desperate as Fair Vote daatta
Apathy is Boring, that there is a need for thesmalzatic re-
forms in the Yukon. Although the voter turnout hretYukon
was marginally up from 2006, we do see apathy andvoter
turnout across Canada. Roy Romanow reported tharf€a-
nadians are voting. In the recent 2011 federaltieleconly
61.1 percent of Canadians cast a ballot. It turoidthat the
2008 election was the lowest in Canadian histoyQapercent.
That was down more than 10 percentage points 4i9@8.

There are parallels in the Yukon. Concerns arismmse
participation rates in formal political activitieze extremely
low. The number of people volunteering for law, aclkcy and
political groups has hovered about two perceness through-
out the past decade, and hours volunteered droppd® per-
cent from 2004 to 2007. Canadians have said regigatieat
they aren’t satisfied with our democracy. Betweénatd 45
percent said they were not satisfied with how deamwcworks
in Canada. These are 2004 and 2006 surveys.

Women and minorities are under-represented in tié-p
cal process. Since 1997, the percentage of womedpaitia-
ment has remained relatively steady, and low, auaB0 per-
cent. | am so pleased to see that the Official Gjiom has
dramatically changed that for the Yukon in thist lesritorial
election. That's very much due to the merit of tamdidates
running.

Yukoners are turning out politicians and tuningntheut.
After some of the comments and some of the exclwatugiay,

their lives around them. Some argue it levels thagipg field a
bit, so a sitting government doesn’t have the siglet to call
an election whenever they feel like doing so.

There are criticisms too that fixed dates leadatod-duck
governments; well, we may have seen that in thehme. We
want to hear the public’s position, not make ouppsitions
about that. We think the public should have a sathis — on
fixed dates and other matters.

One of the more challenging aspects that this mqgimses
and certainly there has been a lot of debate amy tedters to
the editor — | know the Premier has received cqpuwesgence
as have I, and I'm sure the interim leader of thed Party has
— with respect to proportional representation. €untly, the
single-member plurality system — the first past plost — is
used in all Canadian federal, provincial and terid elections.
It does and has revealed serious weaknesses ingingdLeg-
islatures that reflect the choice of parties magléhle voters. It
is argued that changes should provide a more aecvepre-
sentation of the popular vote and interest wittie tegion of
the territory.

Recent Canadian elections have witnessed a signiffall
in voter turnout which some say indicates that ctmal
changes are needed in order to encourage greateigzdion.
There are numerous efforts for change underwalyeatederal,
provincial, territorial and municipal levels witkspect to elec-
tions engagement. Most active initiatives in thisashave been
with provincial governments. There are active adwes of
reforms and we have many of them in the Yukon, whic
clude Electoral Reform Canada, Fair Vote Canadayelsas
the federal NDP, who have made clear for years thgiport
for proportional representation.

There have been a series of referenda across timergan
British Columbia, P.E.l. and Ontario, and, so ftrey've
failed. It's interesting to look at the reasons tloe failure. Of-
tentimes, it has been a changing of the rules, wss in P.E.I.
the month before the referendum was actually h8dme
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would argue that the British Columbia process ditlave ade-
quate information. There are lots of reasons, hat tloesn’t
mean there isn't still an appetite for exploringvith Yukoners.

When people talk about proportional representatibere
are various methods of voting that have been peghoBut
you know what? There has been little public edoecativhich
may be one of the reasons why it sounds confudihg.basic
change is a mixed-member system that allows forerpoopor-
tional representation of parties in this Legisletuit's not as
though we’re suggesting something that's radicalreolu-
tionary. Types or variations of proportional regnastion are
the electoral system used in 84 countries arouredwbrld,
including a number of Commonwealth countries. Péite
Yukon raised the issue that no majority governmianthe
Yukon’s history has ever had the support of a nigjaf elec-
tors — no government — regardless of the politstepe. Just
recently in the 2011 election, the same resultaiwed where
the winner of the majority of seats did not have tiajority of
votes — under 40 percent.

The select committee would be a way to gauge thiigu
appetite for electoral reform. Finally the motias it is put
before this Legislature, has a basket clause st unlimited
nature, which we are saying that there are othlseress It is not
limited. We foresee that the select committee wdedr lots
of opinions from Yukoners on a range of topics carnio our
democracy. Maybe they will bring up the issues leictgon
financing. There are no limits currently in Yukon donations.
There are no limits on corporate donations. Thezena limits
on elections spending by parties, and there aguidelines for
election activities of third parties, those frome tutside in
terms of influencing the outcomes.

The public: there may be days more than othersttiet
may want to talk about recall legislation. We haeen this in
other jurisdictions: the ability for constituents temove their
sitting MLA from office in the event that he or sb& some-
thing reprehensible. The public may want to tallowbby-
elections and whether the current 180 days thaivargment
has to call a by-election in the event of a vacaschair. Per-
haps it should be shorter than that time frame.

The Yukon NDP has a proud history of positive sisgge
tions for improving our democracy. The NDP has presly
presented private member’s Bill No. 1@Memocratic Reform
Act. In the fall of 2010, the NDP brought forward al td
amend theElections Act which would reduce the length of
time that a seat in the Legislative Assembly canaia empty
to 90 days. As | said earlier, it is 180 right naie thought it
important that the government side give up a ljptbever in the
interest of the public having representation in¢hee of a va-
cancy. In that case, it was a vacancy due to tlathdef the
incumbent. We hope the new Yukon Party will revetsg@osi-
tion that its predecessor took and look to congigeand seri-
ously engaging in these democratic reform initiegiv

| imagine that there are other issues for improvng de-
mocracy that will be raised, and we will welcomeesmgiments.
| do hope that this House will agree to pass thigion. There
may be some who feel that everything is just finhwur de-
mocracy. That may be your take, but many, many neembf

the public do not. This is the motion that enalbiggo talk with
Yukoners, to place the public, the people, at thetre of the
discussion of democracy. That is the way it's sigggioto be.
For democracy to flourish it must, like a gardee,dultivated
and nourished, not once every four years, but edayy It is up
to government and citizens to encourage its groXttkon is a
small jurisdiction with a proud tradition of doirthings differ-
ently. With an engaged public we could really ceeatshining
example of democracy with a high standard of putdidicipa-
tion and creative approaches to decision-making agwunt-
ability.

We all want greater participation. To participaie people
need information, they need access and they nebéé fwop-
erly informed about the issues. We must realize tiere are
social economic barriers to people’s participatiOnr political
institutions need to foster these values of paudtton. The
people affected by the decisions we take in a demegycshould
participate in the decisions. We think that fifgpsout is to go
out and talk with Yukoners and ask them what tinéykt How
can we improve our democratic process in this steatltory
of the Yukon, this territory that has embarked oormentous
changes with the conclusion of land claims and -self
government, stepping forward as quasi-provinciaisgliction
under devolution?

| look forward to the positive response from allmieers
of this House in supporting this motion and estdtitig the
select committee on electoral reform.

Speaker: The time being 5:30 p.m., this House now
stands adjourned until 1:00 p.m. tomorrow.
Debate on Motion No. 65 accordingly adjourned

The House adjourned at 5:30 p.m.
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