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Yukon Legislative Assembly
Whitehorse, Yukon
Thursday, December 15, 2011 — 1:00 p.m.

Speaker:
proceed at this time with prayers.

Prayers
DAILY ROUTINE

Speaker: We'll proceed at this time with the Order
Paper.

Are there any tributes?
TRIBUTES

In recognition of the Bare Essentials campaign

Ms. White:
half of the Legislative Assembly to pay tributetb@ Bare Es-
sentials campaign, sponsored by the Women'’s Diratetoof
this government. This unique grassroots effort itbur pub-
lic service is now in its tenth year, and usuadlgts from mid-
November to early December.

Originally, the concept of the Bare Essentials caigp

I'l now call the House to order. We will

It is with great pleasure that | rise on be-

TABLING RETURNS AND DOCUMENTS

Hon. Mr. Cathers: I have for tabling a letter to the
Official Opposition House Leader and the Leadethef NDP
regarding whistle-blower protection and establigha select
committee on that — or for that purpose, rathalsb have for
tabling the Yukon Development Corporation 2010 abme-
port, which has already been released publicly, must be
tabled in this Assembly and also the Yukon EnergypGra-
tion 2010 annual report — again, publicly availalidet tabling
as per requirement.

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: | rise to submit the 2010-11 Pub-
lic Accounts. This is fully audited by the Audit@eneral of
Canada, giving us a clean bill of health. Thiswad, has been
available in the public domain, but I'm submittingoday.

Speaker:  Are there any reports of committees?
Are there any petitions?

PETITIONS

Petition No. 2

Ms. White: | have for presentation a petition signed
by 30 people regarding the protection of middle e

came from Yukon government employee Jennifer Emglan ook The petition reads as follows:

Much of that work has been carried out in recertrydy an-
other Yukon government employee, Brenda Barnes. di¢te
glad to have this opportunity to extend our thattkshem for
all their hard work and commitment. The campaigoegats
donations in kind from Yukon government employe&kis
year, 60 Yukon government workplaces donated, ngakid0
baskets. Items donated are indeed essential. Buggyfrom
toothbrushes, underwear, shampoo and toiletriegatteered.
The donations are forwarded to transition homes siradters
across the Yukon. Women seeking help in KaushelelseFn
Whitehorse, the Dawson shelter, Help and Hope irtsé/a
Lake and the Margaret Thomson Centre in Ross Riverall
beneficiaries of the donations throughout the cgmymear.
Sadly, it is at this Christmas holiday time thatlghnce against
women is at its highest. The baskets of donatioesaaangible
recognition of the fact that women have fled abeidiomes,
many with their children, to avoid violence. Thefgen leave
without any personal belongings in a frighteninighsty move.

The Bare Essentials campaign is not only a souriteras
that are needed; it also brings public awarenesisedact that
violence against women and the important role ttatsition
homes and shelters play in keeping women and enildafe
from harm. It emphasizes that women from all walkéfe are
using these services and find themselves in nesdpygort. On
behalf of the Yukon Legislative Assembly, thank yowall the
public servants who have donated to this campéigg year
and in years past.

Speaker:  Introduction of visitors.
Are there any returns or documents for tabling?

“We, the undersigned, strongly support the congmmwa
and long-term protection of middle Mcintyre Creealr tthe
benefit of present and future Yukoners. We heredtitipn the
Yukon Legislative Assembly to designate middle Mgta
Creek as an environmentally protected area angpose any
municipal proposals for roads, housing or otherettgyments,
which are inconsistent with environmental protettio

Speaker:
tion?

Are there any bills to be introduced?

Are there any notices of motion?

NOTICES OF MOTION

Ms. Hanson: | give notice of the following motion:

THAT it is the opinion of this House that:

(1) Yukon food banks are no longer a stop-gap nreasu
address the widening gap between rich and poohentérri-
tory;

(2) that for many people in Yukon food banks haee b
come essential to their survival,

(3) in the absence of a comprehensive anti-postrategy
to eliminate the root causes of poverty, the Yulomernment
should provide appropriate financial support to thed bank
to ensure that it is able to maintain this esseséevice; and

(4) the hard work and commitment of volunteers gk
for the food bank along with the generous persamal busi-
ness donations given to the food bank deserve nitimgy and
thanks.

Are there any further petitions for presenta-

| also have for filing a fact sheet prepared by Huod
Bank Society of Whitehorse.
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Ms. White: | rise to give notice of the following mo- I am looking for commitment from the Premier tha¢ w
tion: will increase the opportunity for working collabtrely to

THAT this House urges the Yukon government to pievi
security for the donation of perishable food to ocwmity or-
ganizations, charities and non-profits by bringfogvard leg-
islation that protects responsible donors and retp from
liability.

| also give notice of the following motion for thpeoduc-
tion of papers:

THAT this House do order the return of the Yukorv-go
ernment housing strategy and policy framework thettudes
all Yukon communities; has performance and risk-aggment
measures; is comprehensive, innovative, practindl achiev-
able; will increase the housing supply; will impeohousing
affordability; and will support individuals and fédras in the
greatest housing need.

Mr. Elias:
tion:

| rise to give notice of the following mo-

THAT all Members of the Yukon Legislative Assembly

urge the Minister of Aboriginal Affairs and NortmeDevel-
opment Canada to ensure the proper implementatiotheo
Nutrition North Canada program that delivers heaftiods to
the citizens living in Old Crow, Yukon by:

(1) ensuring the Nutrition North Canada programniudes
a personal shipping transportation subsidy from téfarse to
Old Crow of “nutritious perishable foods”, “non-jmrable
foods”, “non-food items” and “essential non-fooénits” by
the residents of Old Crow via Air North at a coft$aB0 per
kilogram for level 1 foods and $2.15 for level 2(is;

(2) ensuring that any surcharge or tax associafdd the
shipping of personal orders be incurred by the itotr North
Canada program and not the citizens of Old Crow; an

(3) maintaining a transportation subsidy that isnsuis-
tered by Air North with the company being accoulgadi-
rectly to the Department of Aboriginal Affairs amibrthern
Development Canada.

Speaker:  Are there any further notices of motion?
This brings us to Question Period.

QUESTION PERIOD

Question re: Political party cooperation

Ms. Hanson:
with the Premier about how we — all members of thaise,

whether in government or on the opposition side anh c

constructively work together in the interest of adeing the
Yukon public’s business. We will be sharing spacéhis Leg-
islative Assembly for the next five years and we all ex-
tremely passionate, committed people who care gespbut
protecting the land and the people who make uptéhnigtory. |
was encouraged by the Premier’'s remarks yestelddyne all
have a role to play and a mandate given by the lpeop
Yukon to deliver for Yukoners.

Mr. Speaker, today | would like to talk

advance the public’s business.

Can the Premier outline his views on the next stepse
taken in order to build a collaborative workingaténship?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: As | mentioned yesterday, | do
believe that what is occurring right now is exaetlyat should
be happening — the fact that the opposition isilfund their
role and obligation to oppose the government, wthike gov-
ernment’s responsibility is to proceed to implemarglatform
in which we were given a mandate from the peoplehef
Yukon. There are already numerous examples of wgrko-
gether, such as the Standing Committee on Appoinisno
Major Boards and Committees. The first time we ntietre
was a consensus on all of the positions and athefappoint-
ment that were put forward. Numerous meetings amrlec
spondence have occurred between opposition MLASvEN-
ters, in terms of moving forward on issues for t¢ibnients. So |
think there has been a lot of cooperation, andoe& forward
to continuing to work together with the opposition.

Ms. Hanson: The opposition is not simply to oppose.
That is not our role. We were elected by Yukonerfidld the
government to account, and we do it collaboratiaag con-
structively, and that is the intent of my questitoday.

Mr. Speaker, | believe there were some missed dpipier
ties during this truncated sitting for all sideshtetter work to-
gether.

| really hope we can learn from these, set a nawseoand
elevate our collective game for the spring sitti@ne aspect
that I have written to the Premier about is howoaa together
increase financial accountability. It is so impeottéhat mem-
bers get financial briefings and have enough timdeabate all
departments. We were not able to achieve this dutims
shortened sitting.

Mr. Speaker, my question for the Premier: can weeag
that we will, together, achieve this goal of thagbubudgetary
debate and timely briefing for all members?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: Again, | would like to say that
there are a lot of things on which we have alrelagign work-
ing together. In terms of yesterday as well, we fontvard a
friendly amendment to a motion by the oppositiona—eom-

prehensive motion — and what we had amended weoe tw

words, Mr. Speaker, at a time when we could havitigped it
by adding a bunch of things from our platform, lug didn't.
What we did was just change two words; howevet, dppar-
ently was not deemed as something we could be dtmng
gether.

This government has the record, by far, in termghef
creation of motions that have been unanimously stpg in
this House. There is a long history of this goveenincreating
those motions that have been put forward and stgghduy the
entire House. | think we have worked together ototaof
things and we continue to work together.

Ms. Hanson: Mr. Speaker, | am disappointed the
Premier doesn't get it. Simply telling the oppasitithat their
platform is a Yukon housing strategy was not thennhof the
debate yesterday. That’'s why we suggested we walt&bora-
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tively to develop that strategy. That is part of oole as the
Official Opposition.

All parties made pledges to work cooperatively dvamnce
the public interest and we have seen — we sawsteyday —
that sometimes debate can get nasty. | am alwaysessed at
the level of exchange when witnesses come bef@ethuse.
The exchange between members and witnesses of ukenY
Workers’ Compensation Health and Safety Board Wasifig,
insightful; there was a lack of evasion and theezenreal an-
swers. It didn’t bog down in needless repetition.

I think we could set this as the bar for debatthis House.
To get there we need some measure of legislatif@mne |
have written to the Premier about this, and | akingshim
today: is the Premier willing to make a commitmémat we
work together on improving how the Legislative Asdty, the
people’s House, functions?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: This government does in fact
have a comprehensive housing plan. There was arakie
public consultation for that housing plan, and ¢carred be-
tween September 9 and October 11.

We need to make sure that we don’t confuse col&thmor
and cooperation with the government’'s unwillingnéssim-
plement the NDP’s platform, because | think theredme con-
fusion between implementing what they put forward that
they want to accomplish in their platform — and fe@ing that
with collaboration and cooperation. So | think theged to
have a look at that.

| just have to look at SCREP in terms of the opyuties
and what is going forward. We are working togethee're
waiting for the Official Opposition to submit theiame for the
whistle-blowers —

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

Point of order

Speaker:
point of order.

Leader of the Official Opposition, on the

Speaker’s ruling

Speaker: There is no point of order. If the member
wishes to correct the record, she should do soé¢hetime she
has an opportunity.

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: Mr. Speaker, | have just become
aware that as of this morning when the House Leadwsst
there was still no name submitted, but apparerthy tjust
submitted a name before we convened this afternoon.

I will acknowledge that, and also say that | amkiag
forward to that. | am excited they have actually fheir name
forward so that we can start to work on this imanttlegisla-
tion, as well as with other legislation, like thendlord and
Tenant Act that will be coming forward.

I'd like to take this opportunity on the last daywish eve-
rybody a Christmas wish, in terms of good healtd happi-
ness as well for 2012 — to all members of this Hoaisd their
families, the people who work for the Legislativesembly, all
Yukon government employees and certainly all Yuksnas
well.

Question re:

Ms. White:
going right now.

Sadly, at this time of year there are record numlodr
people in the Yukon going to the food bank, to ysald Sis-
ters and to other organizations. As a caterer astl ook in
mining camps, we in the business world strugglé Wit waste
of perfectly good food. All too often safe, qualifgod is
wasted because we cannot donate it to nearby coitiesuar
organizations for fear of liability. This situatigruts the grinch
on Christmas, Mr. Speaker. People in the busines&lwant
to step forward and do the right thing. Will thisvgrnment
support them?

Hon. Mr. Graham: | have to express my bewilder-
ment. I'm not quite sure what the member oppostéaiking

Food donation legislation
I'm going to change the direction we are

Ms. Hanson: With respect, the Premier had made a faC‘about, so I'll sit down and listen perhaps to aptementary

tually incorrect statement.

Speaker:
order.

Hon. Mr. Cathers:
ment just made by the member is not a point of orifs a
dispute between members.

Speaker: Leader of the Official Opposition, on the
point of order.

Ms. Hanson:
references from the Standing Orders, but it's mgeenstanding
that when something is said in the House that tstnoe, then
one is able to say so.

The point I'm trying to make is that the OfficialpPosi-
tion has provided a name in response to the redrmst the
Premier. We have sent a letter to the Governmenisklo
Leader. It is on record, and I'm simply trying torgect the
record.

Government House Leader, on the point of

On the point of order, the state-

question that | can answer.

Ms. White: Mr. Speaker, that is a fair statement; | will
remember that for my order next time.

In this season of giving, of open houses and Ghestpar-
ties, there is a serious impediment on the donatigrerishable
food items to those in need. This sad state ofraffa because
we currently do not have any legislative framewtwkprotect
good-faith donors of perishable food, nor do theslgrotect

Mr. Speaker, | may not have the correctine recipient organizations. Currently, both partee liable for

any unintended harm as a result of the donationtl@dedis-
tribution of perishable food.

In the Northwest Territories, they recently pasksgisla-
tion, theDonation of Food Act, for exactly this reason. Will the
government bring forward legislation to protect dédaith do-
nors and recipients of perishable food?

Hon. Mr. Graham: Mr. Speaker, | will have to take
the question under advisement.
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Question re:  Liquified natural gas

Mr. Elias: I'd like to return to the topic of the future

of Yukon’s natural gas industry because we didet any an-
swers yesterday.

The minister thought he could get a pat on the hackn-
nouncing that he “planned” to do some work on ggttour
natural gas regulatory house in order.

| will remind the member that this Yukon Party gove
ment has had nine years to prepare and develogiggliregu-
lations and legislation for the oil and gas indysty be suc-
cessful in the territory. They have failed on atiuots. The
minister has committed to finally doing some ofttvark now,
and | will give him credit for that. He said yestay that the
government was looking at new regulations. Canntlir@ster
tell Yukoners that the government is also lookihgleanges to
the YukonQil and Gas Act?

Hon. Mr. Cathers: What | would point out is that the
member is not reflecting the facts as fully as heutd in this
context. As the member should be aware, consuttdtas oc-
curred on possible amendments to the Yu®idnand Gas Act.
Work has been underway on changes to the oil andeagaila-
tions. Steps have been taken to date. Official® ltlne a sig-
nificant amount of work in this area, which the niEmnshould
appreciate rather than diminishing, in my opinion.

| would point out that since being sworn in as Miar of
Energy, Mines and Resources on November 5, | haen b
diligently working on this area and with others —thathe staff
at the Department of Energy, Mines and Resourcas.itBs
really a refreshing change to hear the Liberalsnghafrom
their previous position of opposing this type ofelepment to
suggesting that the government needs to do morear@/doing
more, and we will do it in as timely a manner aappropriate
within the scope of consultations with the Yukorble and
ensuring that the end product is the right one.

Mr. Elias: “Refreshing”, the minister says. Well, we in

the Liberal caucus recognize that we have a nedelea new
caucus, a new era and a new Liberal vision, sonthméster
should put his political seat belt on, because wegwst getting
warmed up.

One of the Yukon Party’s own candidates, who is tiogv
Minister of Economic Development, pointed out ie #lection
campaign how his government failed to lay out tmeugd
work for a successful oil and gas industry. | quots it
stands right now, we don’'t have the regulatory famork to
allow for the processing of natural gas or the mpof natural
gas. We know we have got a significant resource frerthe
Yukon in terms of natural gas. We know that natgas is
cleaner and cheaper than diesel, and we know &#sag re-
source, we should be exploiting it more.” We colidigree
more, Mr. Speaker. When does the government aatiipav-
ing this work completed?

Hon. Mr. Cathers: The Member for Vuntut Gwitchin
spoke to a new Liberal vision, and | think it woldé more
accurate to say that perhaps the Liberal Partyeting a vi-
sion, because what they had before certainly wasian to go
backwards, in terms of the Yukon's development. yThe-

posed everything for the sake of opposing it, rathan engag-
ing with constructive input on policy matters.

Again, as | pointed out to the Member for Vuntut
Gwitchin, this is an area both in terms of the YwikaOil and
Gas Act itself and development of regulations under theuod
gas regulations that significant work has been dpnefficials
of Energy, Mines and Resources. | think that it really ap-
propriately respectful toward those officials foetmember to
diminish that work.

There is significant work and the Yukon has a retdy
small policy branch compared to other jurisdictiers work
that has occurred and the participation of ourc@fs in engag-
ing with other regulatory bodies to try to ensuhattthe
Yukon’s regulations are the best in the countrygrehwe are
taking new steps; where we are reviewing existegutations
to ensure that best practices are reflected asedtin the en-
ergy strategy. That work has been ongoing. Thia fwiority
matter and as the member knows, it is a priorityidentified
in the election platform. The new Yukon Party tearoertainly
focused on delivering that. It is nice to hear thieerals not
oppose for the sake of opposing, for a change.

Mr. Elias: The member opposite has been a part of
two majority Yukon Party governments over the ldse years
and they have done nothing for the oil and gasstrgiuThe
minister should either lead or get out of the wagveloping
natural gas and liquified natural gas is betterdor environ-
ment than burning diesel. It's also good for ousibhass com-
munity and it has the potential to bring huge newestments
to the Yukon. It has been nothing but ignored by ¥ukon
Party government for the last nine years.

Before any of that can happen, the Government dfoviu
needs to get its policy and regulatory house ireordgain, |
implore the minister to answer the question in sameater
detail. Is there any deadline for the completiothd$ work?

Hon. Mr. Cathers: Well, Mr. Speaker, again it's a re-
freshing change to hear the Liberals go from haviagrision
and opposing everything the Yukon government doesHe
sake of opposing it, to what appears to be the aygwvoach of
— in addition to the heckling while they talk abadllabora-
tion — taking the Yukon Party platform and the coitmments
we outlined in our priorities that we identified Yakoners this
fall, and demanding that we implement our platfoffhat is
exactly what we are going to do; we are going tdillfuhe
commitments we made to Yukon citizens. That inchutdking
the next steps to build on the good work done Hiciafs in
Energy, Mines and Resources with oil and gas réiguka that
allow the use of natural gas for energy productind facilitate
that, as well as providing appropriate context atbdevelop-
ment. We want our regulatory structure to be thst lire the
country. It is nice to see the Liberal Party, farhenge, stand-
ing up and encouraging the Yukon Party to fulfilirelection
platform. That's exactly what we will do.

Question re:  Housing shortage

Mr. Silver: Thank you, Mr. Speaker — another ques-
tion on our new vision. | have a question for théister of
Finance.
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Between 2006 and 2010, the Government of Yukon realso working with the Salvation Army in terms ofpexding or

ceived $50 million from the Government of Canadetigh
the northern housing trust fund. It was designetdip north-
erners meet affordable housing needs. For exanfpheling
could be used for rental, transitional and/or sufyp® housing.

$32.5 million was allocated to the Yukon First dat for
their housing priorities and the Yukon governmeatains
$17.5 million to be spent on affordable housinguéss The
money was never spent. Despite the housing shouafpdd-
ing all around it, the government held on to thahey.

In May of this year, the Deputy Minister of Financen-
firmed the money still remained unspent, and | gubthat’'s
still sitting there.” Where is that money today athoes it in
fact remain unspent?

Hon. Mr. Kent:
this, as you introduced me in my role as the Marisesponsi-
ble for the Yukon Housing Corporation. | would rexhimem-
bers in this House of a number of accomplishmdms were
fulfilled by the Yukon Party government over thespaumber
of years. We've spoken of them on a number of dooashere,
including of course $100 million spent on a numbginitia-
tives when it comes to affordable housing. | know have
talked about the 19-unit affordable housing buiddiilt in the
member’s riding of Klondike.

That is just one of the projects that has been teteqh
When the stimulus money arrived, obviously it waset
limited funding and we look forward to carrying aith our
platform commitments to build other — to expendt toney
on the important initiatives that Yukoners entrdstis with on
October 11.

Mr. Silver:
in the House about housing shortfalls in the Yukbiree dif-
ferent members on the department side outlined sofirtee
initiatives that have been undertaken to addreiss Hbusing
problem. There is no doubt several worthwhile prtgehave
been accomplished. However, the fact remains thats$mil-
lion of federal money sat in the bank for severdrg. There
was no mention of the $17.5 million this governmiesid back
from the people who need it. Two members spokeeygay
and they had a good excuse. They were not pafteofjovern-
ment at the time. The third member simply did nention it.
There was never a public explanation for why thienay
wasn’t spent and no indication was given yesteaayo what
the government plans to do with that particular eyomight
now.

Can the Minister of Finance tell Yukoners what hrepgxl
to this particular money?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski:
go back to look at what part of our comprehensivesing and
land strategy it is, and it’s right in there.

For example: a commitment to build a seniors compie

Mayo; replacement of McDonald Lodge in Dawson City;

Kaushee’s Place, where we already committed $liomilto
move forward to build second-stage housing; optimnsnde-
pendent living are being considered for adultsnbviwith
FASD; Abbeyfield complex; duplexes in Takhini subdion;
new housing in Carmacks and Ross River — not totioen

Yesterday we had a very long discussion

I think all we have to do, again, is

renovating or creating more space for homeless Ipeep
working with Skookum Jim as an NGO working for autto
shelter. It's all part of a comprehensive housing &nd strat-
egy that this government has and we are movingdaiwith
it.

Mr. Silver: | have no doubt that the government
working in housing; | have no doubt on that, baim asking a
very specific question about very specific funding.

The main item on the agenda for this first sittiofgthe
new government is the budget update. The budgeitepzbn-
tains no mention of the words, “northern housinggt.

I think many Yukoners thought the government waooid
the $17.5 million to use at the very first oppoityrthey had.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker, I'll answer Instead, it continues to sit in the bank, helpiogone.

My final question is once again to the Premier. Wiag
the government chosen to sit on this money, instédalping
Yukoners who are in need?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski:
because it's very refreshing to see that the Libesee again
supporting and encouraging the Yukon Party to malkead
with their platform and that's exactly what we inteto do.
I've just listed a number of projects totalling welver the
$17.5 million that we will be investing in Yukonettsroughout
the territory, so we're really looking forward tooming for-
ward on our comprehensive housing initiative analidg with
this issue.

Question re:  Housing strategy

Mr. Tredger:
urged itself to implement its Yukon housing stratelt) sounds
like a wonderful idea. The government says theiatsgy is
comprehensive, innovative, practical and achievabihey say
their strategy includes all Yukon communities, hesform-
ance and risk management measures, will increashdbsing
supply, will improve our housing affordability, arglpport
individuals and families with the greatest housnegds.

Yukoners would love to see the government’s comgmeh
sive housing plan, and Yukoners in all communitiesild be
most interested in seeking solutions. Can someetiente
where | might find a copy of this housing strategy?

Hon. Mr. Kent: Absolutely. Our plans for housing
were laid out in our documeritloving Forward Together,
which is the Yukon Party platform we ran on andev&uccess-
ful in being re-elected on, on October 11. All p=st as hous-
ing was an extremely important issue to Yukonensnduthe
election campaign, had housing strategies. Yukotieesly, on
October 11, voted in a Yukon Party majority goveemty and
we look forward to implementing our plan for howgiand
other initiatives that were laid out in oltoving Forward To-
gether document.

Mr. Tredger:
me. It sounds like a laundry list and note scriilba an elec-
tion platform. You can ask the children at F.H. l®sl what
happens to political promises that are in platforms

This government likes to spend money, but to spiénd

wisely requires planning and a well-thought-outitsgy. This
government tables $1-billion budgets but doesréspnt much

is

| have to be excited about this,

Yesterday the Yukon Party government

That doesn’t sound like a strategy to
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strategic thinking; it doesn’t set short-, meditend long-term
goals and it doesn’t set timelines. It's the sarde ad hoc ap-
proach.

| dare say that the lack of planning has taken msnda
familiar path. We just have to ask the folks attRdcMurray
who cannot find accommodation. When will this gaweent
table a comprehensive housing strategy?

Hon. Mr. Kent: | did mention it and it is in our plat-
form documentMoving Forward Together. All parties took
their plans to the Yukon electorate in Septemberearly Oc-
tober. On October 11, Yukoners chose a third carnbsec
Yukon Party government to represent them for thet fige
years. | think a lot of that can be attributedhe plan that we
put forward and put in front of Yukoners. They chas based
on that plan, but they also chose the Yukon Paset on a lot
of the work of the last two mandates — the lasenyears of
Yukon Party government — where significant invesitse
were made in social housing.

As | mentioned yesterday, the stock has gone ugy
percent — an incredible amount in the last fivergea as well
as 300 additional social housing upgrades. The vadrkhe
previous Yukon Party governments and the plan west put
forward by this Yukon Party government is the pilaat Yuk-
oners endorsed and the government they electedrajarity
position on October 11.

Mr. Tredger: The Yukon Party government has
talked about the U-Haul economy and that it was tutheir
economic stewardship that our children could gbesjm the
Yukon. Now we've got a no-room-at-the-inn econonwere
our children can't afford rental units and sure’tafford the
nearly half-million dollar average price tag on @uke in the
Whitehorse area. The lack of a housing strategygutids gov-
ernment’s watch has brought us to this place wtiesgrice of
homes has skyrocketed 100 percent in six yearsremtiere
are no vacancies; where there is no progress atiolahand
tenant issues; where there is little progress afremsing the
hard-to-house and supportive housing files — atillstrategy.
When will the public see a Yukon housing stratelygt tdeals
with this current housing crisis?

Hon. Mr. Kent: Again, Mr. Speaker, | know that, as
all members in the House were engaged in the cagmphis
past fall, all parties laid out a number of plaingjuding plans
for housing. The Yukon Party housing strategy wearty laid
out in our platformMoving Forward Together.

The member opposite referenced the strong econdmy ol

the past nine years. It is for that reason thdtdse the Yukon
Party team as the team to run for in this pastielecl am very
proud to be a member of this team, just given ¢oend.

We were in very difficult economic times nine yeaggo
when | wished the party well in moving forward toeate a
strong economy, and that's exactly what has beeaonac
plished. Obviously, the housing issue isn't someghthat’s
unique to the Yukon. | know our neighbours in thertRwest
Territories have significantly longer wait-listsrfsocial hous-
ing and a number of other issues. | mean, we cak d@ross
the country for the types of concerns that areetfier housing.
It's not strictly a Yukon issue, but we have madgn#icant

investments in addressing that issue and we lookda to
continuing that hard work throughout this mandate.

Questionre:  Second-stage housing

Ms. White: | was glad to hear the minister opposite
say yesterday, and | quote: “...we should absolubelyd a
structure with design done first.” When it comesbidlding
second-stage housing for women fleeing abuse, drereriti-
cal safety and security features that must be parated into
the design to save women'’s lives. Women are mosslatof
homicide by their violent partners at the time whiesy leave.
Second-stage housing is not a project for thetfask design-
while-building approach. That could be disastrowéll the
minister commit to completing design of second-sthgusing
before building this promised new facility?

Hon. Mr. Graham: I'll take this opportunity to re-
spond. We fully intend to go ahead with this projaed under
no circumstances will it be done in a rush and teedincor-
rectly. Therefore, we will make sure that all oé thlanning is
done up front and take as much time as is necessa@mgt this
project done correctly.

Ms. White: The Yukon Women’'s Transition Home
Society Board and administration have demonstrttecheed
for second-stage housing for a decade. With fundimgport
from the Canada Mortgage and Housing Corporattoa pbard
has already completed a business plan and arahié¢cche-
matic drawings for a 10-unit second-stage apartrbeiiting
for women fleeing abuse. Yukon Women’s Transitiooni¢
Society is expected to own and operate this nedibgi They
need money for professional consultation servieegnable
them to work with government officials on the piijas an
equal partner.

Will the minister assure us that this governmerit prio-
vide Kaushee’s Place with the funds that they nebe an
equal partner in planning for the second-stageihg@s

Hon. Ms. Taylor: | just want to make full assurances
for the members opposite that this government ifaah very
much committed to working with Kaushee's Place, our
women'’s transition home, on second-stage housmfadt, our
election platform, which we were just elected ammitted to
$4.5 million toward this very project, of which tfiest $1 mil-
lion is actually before the Legislature, housedhimitthe sup-
plementary budget.

| just want to make every assurance that we willvoek-
ing with Kaushee’s Place, and we are working witghways
and Public Works as well, to develop this housinigative.
We are working on a request for proposal, whicH waditline
the specifications for a proposal for land, desagd construc-
tion of up to a 10-unit second-stage facility.

We're very pleased with the progress that is bemagle
and are very committed to ensuring it is done ritji& first
time around.

Ms. White: So far I'm the luckiest question-asker, be-
cause I've had two ministers answer, so | feel ¥ergunate.

Kaushee’s Place needs to be funded to ensure thergo
ment gets the planning done right the first timbe TGovern-
ment of Yukon promised to build the second-stageshng for
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Kaushee’s Place in 2009, again in 2010, and yehage&011.
We're still waiting.

Will the minister make a commitment today to hake t
second-stage housing design completed so thatraotish of
this necessary and long-awaited project can begthe spring
of 201272

Hon. Ms. Taylor: Mr. Speaker, perhaps I'm a little bit
confused because the member first of all askedi$oto take
our time to ensure that consultation design is ambately
done in a timely but measured response. On the bted, the
member opposite is now calling for, perhaps, a slgetting
the project going before the next spring.

| just want to ensure that it is this governmerdtthas
been put $4.5 million toward the completion of thisject that
is very much needed. In fact, it builds on the seestage
housing that this government has also put in conitiegrsuch
as Watson Lake. It is that government that consintee en-
hance dollars available for the operation and reaice of
women’s shelters throughout the territory and titlis govern-
ment that will continue to make money availablesmomen’s
equality-seeking organizations on many fronts —tiommng to
address violence against aboriginal women, cominuo ad-
dress women’s equality-related issues throughauttetritory.
So we are very much committed to addressing thig wepor-
tant project, and we are committed to working vltiushee’s
Place as well as Highways and Public Works.

Speaker:
elapsed.
We will proceed to Orders of the Day.

ORDERS OF THE DAY

GOVERNMENT MOTIONS
Motion No. 67

Clerk:
Hon. Mr. Nixon.

Speaker: Itis moved by the Minister of Justice

THAT the Yukon Legislative Assembly, pursuant t@-se
tion 22(2) of theHuman Rights Act, appoint Elaine Cairns,
Michael Dougherty, Barbara Evans and Suzanne Tisymiol
be members of the Yukon Human Rights Panel of Adatdrs
for a term of three years.

Hon. Mr. Nixon: | would like to thank all those
involved in these important boards and committe&'s. do
very much appreciate their contribution to ouritery. | would
like to provide a brief overview of the four indikials in this
motion.

Ms. Elaine Cairns has practised law in the Yukamcei
July 2001. She was initially called in B.C. in M@901 and
currently called in both Yukon and Northwest Temi¢s. She
has practised between 2001 and 2009 as a staffetafoy
Yukon Legal Services Society.

The time for Question Period has now

Mr. Michael Dougherty has been a member of the Yiuko
Human Rights Panel of Adjudicators since 1998. ks h
Bachelor of Arts and Master of Arts in Politicali&uce. He
has also worked in communications and is activeisncom-
munity.

Ms. Barb Evans has been in the Yukon since 1980 hak
taken advantage of many opportunities for skill elepment
and training in human resource management, anamperand
advanced communication skills. She earned a a=téi in
Administrative Justice in 2009 and Canadian Initeaining.

Ms. Suzanne Tremblay arrived in the Yukon in 1983.
French is her first language. She currently worksagborder
officer in Beaver Creek and has worked as a bilihguerk
offering administrative support for the Motor Veleidoranch.
Ms. Tremblay also has volunteer experience witlanizations
such as the Canadian Rangers, Yukon Search and&est
Yukon Emergency Medical Services. Thank you.

Ms. Stick: Mr. Speaker, | would like to speak to this
Motion No. 67, presented by the Hon. Mr. Nixon.
Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

Point of order

Speaker:
order.

Hon. Mr. Cathers: I know that the Member for
Riverdale South is new to this Assembly, but stst jeferred
to the member by name, which | believe is contrarythe
Standing Orders.

Government House Leader, on a point of

Speaker’s ruling
Speaker: | agree.
Ms. Stick: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
I would like to speak to Motion No. 67 as preserttgdhe
Minister of Justice. The NDP is unable to suppbi$ motion,

Motion No. 67, standing in the name of the as the Official Opposition has received no infoiiorabn these

appointments until right now. We were given a difhames of
those already chosen. We were not told of any lrackgl or
of any other nominees who might have been inteddst¢hese
positions or people nominated by other groups.

Yesterday | had the great privilege of sitting dowith
other members from all parties to review and recemun
unanimously, appointments to four public boardsisTias
achieved in an open, collegial and cooperative rmarihwas a
pleasure to have accomplished something so quitkiglieve
that the success of this work was based on thdtfative were
all given the necessary information to make goatsiens and
good recommendations. Today we were asked to ap@dist
of names. As | pointed out earlier, we had no imf@tion until
just now from the minister.

The Minister of Justice was reminded two days dg,t
previously, the minister would have met with thetilie critics,
provided a list of individuals being considered ahelir quali-
fications. There was no response to our requesthisr The

Since 2009, she has been employed by Cabott andttCabmembers of the NDP Official Opposition will not ladle to

Barristers.

support this motion.
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Mr. Elias:
the floor of the House today — Motion No. 67. Wetlie Lib-
eral caucus do not have a problem with the peoplegbap-
pointed. However, what | do have a problem witthis process
in which this motion was brought to the Legislat&gsembly.
| want to reiterate the points made by the MemlperRiver-
dale South with regard to how the Standing Committe Ap-
pointments to Major Government Boards and Comnstigas
very well run. We selected a chair and vice-chau & went
very well. So, I'm a bit — what's the word I'm lowgig for,
here — behooved. We were given three hours’ natite re-
gard to this motion.

| think the process is what we have a problem witbw-
ever, in listening to the Justice minister proviide justifica-
tion, we in the Liberal caucus are going to bite tmngue and
vote in favour of this motion. We do want to exgresir issues
with regard to the process, because I'm awarettieae were
other nominees and we would have liked to see tfifiga-
tions, skills and abilities of those other Yukonarso wanted
to serve on the Yukon Human Rights Panel of Adjattics.
There are other people out there.

| know that the Minister of Justice is aware of dmthat
have been sent to all parties. Again, we’re goimgite our
tongues and vote in favour of this motion, buthe future, |
would hope that issues and matters of this kindyaren a little
higher priority and a lot more information and wetiwill be
given to the members of the opposition. Again, wegoing to
vote in favour of this motion, but we in the Libecaucus have
a problem with the process and not the people whdaing
appointed to the Yukon Human Rights Panel of Adjattirs.

Hon. Mr. Cathers: I'll be very brief in speaking to
this as Government House Leader. | appreciate dharents
from the Interim Leader of the Third Party.

As the member knows, as | informed House leadéis, t
was an issue where the minister — only just beigrs in and
transition occurring — was informed of a need tokenap-
pointments to the panel of adjudicators so theydcéunction
and fulfill their obligations under law. Once hechene aware
of that, notice was provided to the opposition cees, and
that process was shorter than normal. As has bedioated,
the reason is that it is very time sensitive, aml government
will certainly endeavour to provide greater notioe future
appointments of this type. Again, as explained,dperational
reasons, it is necessary. We had an election dHisnfinisters
being briefed on issues and departments were bgrfgirward
information. The minister acted as soon as he becamnare of
the need to make the appointments and to constiittiwe op-
position.

Again, the member’s point is well taken, but | wamex-
press on behalf of the government, the governmeqsecia-
tion for those who serve on boards of the Yukonegoment
and for everyone who puts their name forward. Weregate
their dedication to making a contribution to thesritory.

I, too, would like to speak to the motion on

Mr. Tredger: This isn't about the people whose
names stand there. They are good people. This dstahe
process.

It was brought forth at the House Leaders meetiligs.
did recognize the need for expediency. We saidwhmeatvould
go along with it. All we asked was that the Minrsté Justice
meet with the critics in both parties and spendributes go-
ing over it. | clearly stated we would then supgbriThat did
not happen. It puts us in a very awkward positenmg it's not
appreciated.

Speaker: Before the member speaks, are there any
other members wishing to speak to the motion?

Hon. Mr. Nixon: In closing, | want to thank my col-
leagues on this side of the House, and | would fikextend
our gratitude to the Third Party for supportingstimotion. |
will also take the opportunity to wish everyonette House a
very merry Christmas and a happy New Year.

Speaker:  Are you prepared for the question?

Motion No. 67 agreed to

Hon. Mr. Cathers: I move that the Speaker do now
leave the Chair and the House resolve into Comenittiethe
Whole.

Speaker: It has been moved by the Government House
Leader that the Speaker do now leave the Chaitltentiouse
resolve into Committee of the Whole. Are you agfeed

All Hon. Members:  Agreed.

Motion agreed to

Soeaker leavesthe Chair

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE

Chair (Ms. McLeod): Order please. Committee of the
Whole will now come to order. The matter before @mmmit-
tee today is Bill No. 3Second Appropriation Act, 2011-12. We
will start with the Department of Environment. Wduinem-
bers like to take a break?

All Hon. Members: Agreed.

Chair: We will recess for 15 minutes.

Recess

Chair: Order. Committee of the Whole will now come
to order.

Bill No. 3: Second Appropriation Act, 2011-12 —
continued

Chair: The matter before the Committee is general de-
bate on Vote 52, Department of Environment.

Department of Environment

Hon. Mr. Dixon: I'm going to be introducing this
supplementary budget with a few notes. The memiygpesite
will benefit from learning some of this stuff, whid’ll explain
in my initial comments, and then we can go intogjioas as
per usual and discuss this line by line. This seimntary
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budget is a good one; it's well in line with ouaffbrm, Mov-

This year's expenditure is significant becauseth's first

ing Forward Together, which is now also the Liberal Party’s expenditure aimed directly at the Yukon governneefforts

platform, | understand. So they should have veny deestions
about that.

to clean up the largest single-source, hydrocadomtaminated
site in the Yukon. Environment Yukon is managing tpro-

I'll move on. Madam Chair, this supplementary budge ject, and our activities for the fiscal year hawelided plan-

represents a modest one-percent increase overdpariinent
of Environment’s 2011-12 main estimates approvetdaring.

On the capital side, the most significant changerine-time

funding to outfit the recently established consgBovaofficer

services in Carmacks. This area had been servicedob
Whitehorse and Faro over the years, and this ndigeofe-

sponds to an operational need and the interesaohécks area
residents and the Little Salmon Carmacks Firstdyati

This investment will support two new staff positsoand
help provide enhanced conservation management rance-
mental monitoring capacity in central Yukon.

Capital funding includes $85,000 for central equimmn
and $10,000 for minor office renovations. We aptite further
funding will be required during the next fiscal yéa complete
the required office renovations. Other capital geimclude
approved revotes for $27,000 for information systetevel-
opment and computer equipment, and $25,000 for ddefls
Island Park equipment that is 100-percent recoverfiom
Canada under the ndwuvialuit Final Agreement.

ning, additional investment, YESAB screening andhmpting.

Environment Yukon has hired a project manager whose

tasks this year include bringing in contractors tloe prelimi-
nary site investigation work. This revote suppoctntract
work to review all information related to this siterovide a
summary of the previous work done; go on-site tosdme
minor subsurface investigation; and conduct a lsgelsurvey
to identify property boundaries and other identifia land-
marks related to the project.

Other operation and maintenance items include $81,0
for the Whitehorse groundwater data compilationjgmin
partnership with Yukon College, and $5,000 for Eeiron-
mental Occurrences Notification Agreement, in partnership
with Environment Canada. Both amounts are fullyoxecable
from the partners. The remaining $61,000 in rebtdegcov-
erable costs from the delegates who attended befrer con-
ference held in Whitehorse earlier this year arithtionary
increases for fuel.

That is the conclusion of my introductory noteswill

The $49,000 revote for completion work of the newopen it up to members opposite for questions.

Tombstone Territorial Park Interpretive Centreadscbver re-
pairs to the centre’s cement floor. There was saimiéing
since the centre opened two years ago. In additiank will
include applying fire retardant paint in the crasplace under
the floor. The interpretive centre is a major achiment and a
positive partnership between Holland America Lirthe
Trondék Hwéch’in and the Yukon government. Thetoeis a
focal point for visitors venturing into the parkadafor travel-
lers to have an appreciation and understandinghforcultural,
historical and natural values of the region.

As well as being a destination for the promotionaafrism
to the region, it also provides training and empient oppor-
tunities for Trondék Hwéch'’in citizens, and an romic op-
portunity for the Holland America Line to offer ange of
travel options to its customers.

In a year when many jurisdictions report a declmeisi-
tor travel, we saw a 30-percent increase, fromd®jd 2010
to 13,000 in 2011, in Tombstone visitations.

On the operations and maintenance side, the mgsifisi
cant change covers approved revotes carried over 2010-11
to complete projects identified in last year's wadas for the

Ms. White: | thank the minister very much for that.
He answered a lot of my questions before | evenagatance
to ask them. | am just going to draw his attentmsomething.
We are going to go back a bit because other pdwple refer-
enced back, so | am going to give it a go.

In the budget for 2007-08, the Environment budges w
just over $22 million and the Energy, Mines and dReses
budget was just under $37 million.

In 2008-09, the Environment budget was nearly $119 m
lion and the Energy, Mines and Resources was n&dfymil-
lion. In 2009-10, Environment was $27 million ahe tEnergy,
Mines and Resources budget was $52 million. In 201,0the
Environment — sorry, and its operation and maintepa— |
should have said that — was $33 million and EneMines
and Resources was $68 million. Then we've got 101212
and our O&M was at $28.296 million and the Energines
and Resources department was at $59.929 million.

So, in that last five years, what | can gathehdt the En-
vironment budget has gone up 27.6 percent, butEtergy,
Mines and Resources budget has gone up by 62.8rgef®o,
when we talk about how important the environmeninishe

Inuvialuit Final Agreement of $132,000 and the Canada-Yukon Speech from the Throne and in the platform, my tioess

Marwell tar pit agreement of $69,000. These amoargsfully
recoverable from Canada, and this includes allntb@ey that
we will be spending for the Marwell tar pit remeiba. This
year's $69,000 revote is not a large amount of mpoem-
pared to the $6.8 million we estimate to be speet the next
10 years. Of that $6.8 million, Ottawa will be payi$4.76
million toward the cleanup. The Yukon governmentl way
just over $2 million out of funds we obtain fromethorthern
strategy trust fund.

how can Environment keep up with the Energy, Miaesl
Resources budget when there’s such a disparity®iénstand
that there has been a streamlining of processesand things
have been taken out of Environment and put intordgne
Mines and Resources. But my concern is that, viagh dispar-
ity in funding, how is Environment able to keep wjih the
stewardship of the Yukon?

Hon. Mr. Dixon: | think the Department of Environ-
ment does a phenomenal job doing the good workuadyeen
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tasked to by us, to act as stewards for the enviemn for
Yukon.

Outlined in the vision, mission, values and stratemals
of the department, they explain exactly what they tthe de-
partment, with broad public support and participaticarries
out environmental management for the preservatimhraain-
tenance of a biologically diverse natural environtmand for
the sustainable use and conservation of naturauress. The
primary responsibilities of Environment Yukon indeimanag-
ing, regulating and enforcing sustainable use st fiwildlife
and water; establishing and managing a system lofewiess
preserves, natural and environment parks, ecolbgésgrves,
Canadian heritage rivers, campgrounds and recresities.

The Department of Environment also monitors, ingpec
and enforces the activities permitted pursuanth&Bnviron-
ment Act, Wildlife Act, Waters Act, Parks and Land Certainty
Act, and theWilderness Tourism Licensing Act. We also lead
the Yukon’s action on climate change, and we do tioav in
collaboration with the Climate Change Secretaridéictv of
course is housed within Environment, but serves Yhkon
government corporately.

We're the lead on the development and implementaifo
Yukon's comprehensive animal health program. Thedde
ment of Environment: promotes safe and ethicaligpédtion
in both consumptive and non-consumptive uses d¢f éind
wildlife; protects and maintains Yukon’s biologicdiversity;
oversees the remediation of Yukon’s contaminattas spollu-
tion prevention programs and regulation of wast r@tycling
programs, helps ensure effective mitigation of ervinental
impacts from resource developments, leads the dewent of
Yukon'’s environmental legislation, regulation araliges; and
also, helps to meet the Yukon government’s obligegiin re-
spect to the rights of Aboriginal people and relaships estab-
lished through land claims, final agreements andf- se
government agreements.

| think they've done a tremendous job. | would rechthe
member opposite that the size of the budget isaneatflection
of the good work done in those departments. Wecaléxl
funds based on project needs. | would remind theloeg op-
posite that a significant portion of the Energy,nt and Re-
sources budget is funneled from federal dollarsckvincludes
a significant amount toward the reclamation of alwsaed
mines and type 2 sites. This is some phenomend dame by
the Department of Energy, Mines and Resourcesjsuery
much in line with the Department of Environment.

| don’t think it's fair to say that because one a¢ment’s
budget is larger, it gets more attention. | thirktlae depart-
ments in the government do very good work, from sheall
ones to the very large ones. Those fluctuate —inkthligh-
ways and Public Works has a massive budget. Thasmnio
mean that we care more about highways than theamaent.

It means that it costs a lot of money to mainthis exten-
sive highway network. We budget based on demoestna¢ed
on projects. | think that the Department of Envirenmt staff
has done a phenomenal job implementing their gfiapan as
a department and acting as stewards of the envenohmon
behalf of Yukoners.

Ms. White: There was no criticism toward the em-
ployees of the Environment department.

Can the minister explain the programs that aredaumder
the title “environmental sustainability” — just teelp me out
because | have idea where to find that stuff?

Hon. Mr. Dixon: Under that branch of the Depart-
ment of Environment are all the operational sewicethe De-
partment of Environment. A CO services office, asdntioned
in my opening comments, is a component of the supphtary
budget. That falls under that branch. The Parkadir is under
that; the Fish and Wildlife branch falls under theanch; Ani-
mal Welfare and Water Resources all fall under Engiron-
mental Sustainability branch of the Department ofiEon-
ment, as well as other environmental programs.

In general, that’s the operational arm of the Dapant of
Environment.

Ms. White: If I were to try to find something in the
budget, where would we have the programming orfuhding
for things like a wetlands inventory, or a speaeésisk inven-
tory? In the Speech from the Throne, the Yukon \Ptaiked
about its commitment to developing a water stratéfpere
would that be in the budget? The minister also spafkbase-
line work being an investment when he respondedht
Speech from the Throne, and I'm wondering wheres thi
vestment would be or where it would be in the fefuo fund
these important works?

Hon. Mr. Dixon: Thanks to the member opposite for
the good question. The baseline assessments apwnatfon
data collection falls into the Fish and Wildlifealich, which
includes wetlands protection and species-at-riskhat sort of
thing. The water strategy development will be haddby the
Water Resources branch. Of course, that will bermteavour
that will involve a number of departments. We aptte that
the Department of Environment will lead that precesd the
Water Resources branch of the Department of Enwieoti
will have a significant role. But also, the depagtits of Com-
munity Services, Energy, Mines and Resources, Hiecu
Council Office, with the Water Board, and municifas and
First Nations will all have a role in that develogmb. | guess to
answer the member’s question, the inventory andlim&sdata
that we’re talking about here is under the Fish &vittlife
branch, but the water strategy planning and goimgdird with
that will primarily fall under the work done by th¥ater Re-
sources branch.

Ms. White: Just one more question. With the identifi-
cation that wetlands are important and that speatieisk are
important and these other things, will we see agbtithat re-
flects that in the next year?

Hon. Mr. Dixon: Obviously the Yukon government
does recognize the importance of wetlands in Yukod con-
siders these values in resource planning and amvieatal
assessment. As | mentioned, Yukon is working witheo
agencies to maintain a wetlands inventory and atatepto the
inventory of important wetlands was recently cortgide

Yukon continues to expand on the protection of avetb
in Yukon, including recent designations of DeviEtbow and
Big Island as habitat protection areas. We've asdorsed
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applying the Canada wetland classification systerdescribe
wetlands. We've done a significant amount of work eet-
lands protection to date. Talking about some of ghevious
accomplishments just a little bit, there are sdveignificant
wetlands that have been protected already: Old Cilaws, the
Nordenskiold, Lhutsaw, Horseshoe Slough, Tatimaikd, and
the most recent area we have protected is Devibs\, as |
mentioned, and Big Island near Mayo.

Of course there is ongoing public consultation webard
to the Pickhandle Lakes in the Member for Kluan&lgng. So
there are a number of initiatives going on. | woaldo note
that in the north Yukon, some of the wetland pri#eécareas
there are some of the biggest in the country. Thestand
complexes that came out of tiNerth Yukon Regional Land
Use Plan represent a significant investment in the protectf
wetlands in the Yukon. In terms of the next budbeh antici-
pate there will be funds allocated for the WatersdReces
branch.

Ms. Moorcroft: | heard the minister in his opening
remarks speak about third party recoveries. Se iahswered
this question already, | am sorry, but | missedCibuld the
minister please explain the $62,000 reduction & lthe item
that says International Polar Year, University aitiBh Co-
lumbia?

Hon. Mr. Dixon: Happily, Madam Chair. Under that
item, the International Polar Year, project fundiegovered in
prior years and unspent as of 2010-11, is to hamet to the
University of British Columbia in 2011-12. Thatbecause the
recoveries exceeded expenditures on this projdw.réturn of
the unspent funding will reduce recoveries. BabicdUBC
gave us money for the project and it turned out tihe project
didn't need that much money, so we returned thahewao
UBC.

Mr. Elias:
of the Liberal caucus to engage in a general deliteregard
to the Environment department. As always, | recogrihe
leadership and staff within the Department of Eowiment for
their years of dedication and hard work in fulfilli the objec-
tives of the department.

| did have a laundry list of questions for the naimister,
but | was out of the Legislature when he made Ipisning
comments about platforms, and | have been heaitsgabout
platforms over the last few days. Madam Chair,aasaf | am
concerned, you have your leaders and then you Yyawefol-
lowers. If you are going to be a leader — and lehavtually
printed out all political parties’ platforms — amepresent all
Yukoners who voted for all of the political partiggatforms, |
am not going to stand on the floor of the House lamdo bold
as to say that the Liberal Party has all of thenans for the
betterment for this territory — or the Yukon Pdiidy that mat-
ter, or the New Demaocratic Party for that matter.

If | see something in any platform that is goingbmde
well for this territory, then I'm going to get onynfeet and
advocate for it. It matters very little to me whgsece of paper
or banner it's under, if it improves the day-to-dags of Yuk-
oners in this territory. That's leadership. You éawur lead-

It is once again an honour to rise on behalf

ers, and then you have your followers, and thagésvtay | look
at the platform matter. I'll move on.

| just attended — and | understand the ministeradidavell
— the Porcupine Caribou Management Board was imtamd
had a public meeting last night. It was a pleasorattend and
get the most recent update on the goings-on and gaok of
the Porcupine Caribou Management Board. | got tetra of
the members, except for a couple who couldn’t mak®wn
because of the Dempster Highway being closed andgHike
that.

| did attend the public meeting last night, and dsw't
aware of a couple of matters: that was the reimaijon of the
International Porcupine Caribou Board. They acjuélad a
meeting during the election campaign. | beliewsas in Octo-
ber or late September. This was very good newstr from
the Canadian Porcupine Caribou Management Board.

| asked the board a couple of questions and l'el tikhear
some feedback or thoughts from the minister oneh®#
questions. | asked the Porcupine Caribou ManageBeatd
about the overhauling of théorcupine Caribou Management
Agreement. If the minister is not aware, I've been advoogtin
for this for a long, long time. The document isdaied, and it
doesn’t represent the political climate within teeritory, as it
exists today. Back in 1984 or 1985, when the agesgtroame
into effect, there weren't any self-governing FiMtions, in
terms of self-government agreements or Urebrella Final
Agreement, or the final agreements within the territory.

Now the Vuntut Gwitchin First Nation, the Na Cho &ty
Dun First Nation, the Trondék Hwéch’in First Natioand the
Tetlit Gwich’in Tribal Council have jurisdiction a@nlawmak-
ing authority over their citizens and vast tradttaod and have
responsibilities in chapter 16 that play an impatrta@le in the
protection of the Porcupine caribou herd todayhaterritory.
First of all, | just want to, again, thank the famministers
of Environment for showing leadership in navigatihgough
some troubled waters that we had for about a deeadgéne
years — when we couldn’t get a population censuhefPor-
cupine caribou herd. | really appreciate the haodkvand dili-
gence not only of the ministers, but the senidif siad the civil
servants, that helped navigate through those tedublaters.
Having a population count of 169,000 — the Porcemaribou
herd — is just great news.

Anyway, moving on to the topic of thHeorcupine Caribou
Management Agreement, | asked the board what the holdup
was in terms of opening this up with the partiegéd a new
agreement.

I'm thinking that 20 years down the road, should ever
be navigating through troubled waters again, if fixethe is-
sues and problems within tifRercupine Caribou Management
Agreement, it's going to make managers 20 years down the
road — you never know — the minister might still inethe
Legislature 20 years down the road. He's crossisdihgers.
Anyway, that was one question.

The other one was the longevity of the participatd the
Government of the United States in the Internati®uacupine
Caribou Board. It's great to see that they hadrth®eting; |
think it was the first one in a decade — for ovetexade. So
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that's a good step forward. | just need to know titha minis-
ter is doing to ensure that the international baardtinues to
function and what his thoughts are or what he s&ea hin-
drance to opening up thBorcupine Caribou Management
Agreement and fixing it, because there are lots of trouliteis.
So I'll begin with those two questions and | thah& minister.

Hon. Mr. Dixon:
guestions there; they're good and relevant questibrknow
the Porcupine caribou herd is important to the meslriding
and his constituents and the Vuntut Gwitchin Hiation, so |
will be happy to answer these questions as best.l ¢

egy signed — | believe it was last spring, at thestkhark Ho-
tel. It was a long time coming and took a lot ofchavork to
actually get to that point. It is an interestingnthto note that it
was actually one of my constituents, Esau Schaférp
brought up the idea of the colour-coded systemactually
solved a lot of problems with the negotiating oé tHarvest

| thank the member opposite for the Management Plan. It is important to recognize people who are

out on the land and who understand what works pébple in
the communities. That simple model — it was frore fire

system model — when it’s in the red it's dangerdalah, blah,
blah. You know what | mean. Geldansard staff are going to

When we developed the harvest management plargst wput “blah, blah, blah” in there, aren’t they?

the priority — to develop a plan. It is a histopian with eight
parties. It's one that took a lot of work and adbtillpower to

get through. | can't take very much credit foriitwas some-
thing that was done previously, but it is somethimat | think

this government should be proud of corporately. mbgt step
there was to develop the implementation plan, aatdriow has
been approved by the eight affected parties.

The agreement all along was that the priority wagedt
this management plan in and get an implementatian and
then we could look at the agreement. There areesssu the
agreement — well; it is little bit stale-dated.diwesn’t recog-
nize in a lot of cases the First Nation final agneats, and
there are aspects of the agreement itself that teebd looked
at, as the member alluded. That's something thatires the
parties to sit down and work on it. It's somethingnticipate
that we can do that work on now that we have a gemant
plan and an implementation plan. Now we can gohgowork
that the member is talking about. That is somethireg | can
see happening in the future, now that we have aagement
plan.

As he said, based on the harvest management paout-
rent population is approximately 169,000 animatls.d strong
number and it places the herd in what we callhim thanage-
ment plan, the green zone. In the green zone, ofseg all
hunters must report their harvest. Subsistenceshsinbluntar-
ily harvest bulls only, but with no limit on the mbers har-
vested, and licensed hunters are allowed to hatwestbulls
each. The last census done back in 2003 — thereawasti-
mate that the herd was about 123,000 animals. Ene Wwas
thought to be between 90,000 and 100,000 at onat,ploit
then when we got the aerial census done by thertegat or
by the Government of Alaska, we were able to dategrthat it
was at a very healthy number 169,000.

That was an excellent idea and it came from my titoRs
ent, Esau Schafer, at a meeting. That's just ampbaof peo-
ple paying attention. You know, this came from eetimgy too,
and | will quote one of my elders. They said if yaen't fight
hard enough for the things that you stand for, taersome
point in time you have to come to the realizatioat tyou didn’t
stand for them at all.

| think that is a good example of how far we haeee
with the protection of the Porcupine caribou hend niorth
Yukon.

Back to thePorcupine Caribou Management Agreement,
— there is a lot over the years that | could pull of here that
didn’t work. As a case in point, it still says oofethe parties in
the agreement is the Dene Nation and the Métis daton. It
does not have the Trondék Hwéch’in or the VuntuwtitGhin
First Nation as parties to the agreement. It st the “Council
for Yukon Indians” as a party to the agreement - trat is
not even getting into the contents.

I am not sure if | have said this before on thefflof the
House, but section L has no place in this agreemetbn’t
know if | have said that before, but | will go agcord that sec-
tion L, with regard to commercial harvest of therdepine
caribou herd, has no place in the actual agreeitssif, so |
will put my neck out and say that on the floor lvé House.

Some of the other things | would like to move ondgard
the outstanding goal, and it would be my pleasarsitt down
sometime and have a coffee with the new MinisteEmfiron-
ment and explain the battle that the Vuntut Gwitchirst Na-
tion and the Gwich’in Nation has had with regardhe protec-
tion of the calving grounds within the Arctic Nati Wildlife
Refuge, the coastal plain of the Porcupine cariberd. It's a
tremendous story. I’'m encouraging so many peopkctaoally
write a book because | think this is just a phenwahstory. If

The member referenced the international board. As hthe minister needs to get briefed for a couple afrk, please

mentioned, they met earlier this year in Septentging our
territorial election. It's the first time they'veehin decades, so
it's very positive. Of course we support and areficming our
nomination of a member to the board for Canadajsoay-
ment. So that's something I'll be working with tfegleral gov-
ernment on and encouraging them to appoint a merdtere
interested to work with Alaska through this intdromal board
and to address management on both sides of therthd@d |
hope that answers the member’s question.

Mr. Elias:
minister. Yes, it was good to see the harvest mamagt strat-

send me an e-mail and we can provide some detaitéaty.

With regard to the permanent protection of the iarbta-
tional Wildlife Refuge, | would like to experienaene day
maybe the minister and me going to Washington andifm to
see the grassroots effort and especially our pefspla Old
Crow, who have taken the leadership with regarthi® man-
date from the Gwich’in Nation.

As far as | am concerned, they have been succegsful
would like to see one day when the Minister of Eoriment

| appreciate the comments from the newand | actually do that effort down in Washington tisat he can
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see, first-hand, what happens in the congressnamissena-
tors’ offices and how we do that grassroots effort.

The question with regard to the protection of thesti&
National Wildlife Refuge is — right now there ipablic con-
sultation and review going on within the State dhgka, ask-
ing the citizens of Alaska and the citizens of Urdted States
whether or not they see it necessary to permanpntigct the
coastal plain of the Arctic National Wildlife Refeigl believe it
was last week sometime that there was actually oxer mil-
lion respondents — citizens of the United State® wiere in
favour of protecting the coastal plain of the Acchational
Wildlife Refuge permanently. Senator Salazar ancte&3ary of
State Hillary Clinton have been supportive of thenetate to do
so. I'd like to get an update as to the vision dirdction or the
tasks associated within the Department of Envirantnusder
his leadership as to how he can help to achiexerttandate.
So it's a pretty broad question, but it's a new istar, new
leadership; I'm sure he has some fresh new ideas.

| hope that | can hear something substantial freenrin-
ister on that question. Thank you.

Hon. Mr. Dixon: I'll try to respond to the member’s
question as best | can. There were a few diffeedgmhents in
there, so I'll try to address them all.

First, the member mentioned his constituent, E<dnafer,
who | believe is a former member of this Legislaturhe point
| want to make here is that the member mentionatitls im-
portant that we listen to those who are on the lamd under-
stand the issues on the ground. That's a messageveyed to
the Management Board yesterday when | met with tHam
not a biologist. | rely on experts in biology tdl tme things
about biology and | also rely on experts in terrhgssues that
happen on the ground with regard to the Porcupemibau
herd, like the members of the VGFN and the membeois-
stituents. So | appreciate hearing from folks wlawehto deal
with these issues on the ground.

With regard to the lobbying efforts, | suppose ymuld
say, toward the American government —

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)
Hon. Mr. Dixon: Yes, education of the American
government, whether it be Alaskan or federal — | awvare

that the Executive Council Office provides funding the
VGFN to advance their lobbying efforts with regamdhe Por-
cupine caribou herd in Alaska and their interestsuring that
their interests are reflected in the decision-mgkpmocess in
Alaska at the state level and the federal level.

So this government does undertake to ensure thaéo
are heard. But the important mechanism through hvhie
engage with the other governments in the UniteteSta- par-
ticularly Alaska — is the international board, whiwe were
discussing before. As | said before, we support ara con-
firming our nomination of a member to the board @amada’s
appointment, so that is the primary mechanism tjnowrhich
we deal with the Alaskan government. It's importémat we
have a positive relationship and that the bestrasts of the
Porcupine caribou herd are reflected in decisibas are made.
So | hope that answers the member opposite’s quresti

Mr. Elias: | was hoping for a little more from the min-
ister. He mentioned that he’s not a biologist, buhderstand
that he has a master’s in political science, so kmmaw, hope-
fully, he can pull that master’s out of his baclcket and pro-
vide a little bit of a stronger vision for movingrivard. I'm
saying that with a smile on my face, fdansard’s purposes.

I'd like to move on. It's good to see that the YukBarty
government is moving toward a water strategy ard, dbr the
Member for Lake Laberge’s benefit, that net metgrvas ac-
tually a Liberal Party initiative.

You know, it’s just wonderful to see him advocatifug
net metering — something that is directly relatedhe plat-
form of the Yukon Liberal Party. | just want to corand him
on implementing something of such importance irs tieirri-
tory. It's good to see that the territorial waténategy is mov-
ing forward.

I'll be honest. | haven’t had the time to actuallive into
the details of what's on the website, but | haveoadted for
this for a couple of years — maybe. The way thaee this
water strategy happening — and there are othesdiations
nationally and globally that address this on aagegi and na-
tional level. I'll use the Member for Kluane’s ndj. A lot of
those glaciers, for instance, | understand haveerfreshwater
than all the lakes in North America. That is a sahsal re-
source within the boundaries of our territory. Withimate
change, with global warming, a lot of the watemirthose gla-
ciers feed salmon spawning grounds.

That's just one instance and a part of the inteicaeb of
the environment. | wanted to look at it at thatellevt is not just
simply potable drinking water or groundwater thatds talk-
ing about within this strategy. It would look apkan and the
territory’s wetlands, the rivers, the lakes, theains, the gla-
ciers and how those relate to a healthy environnierttking at
this issue from 30,000 feet in the air is what kveavisioning
as a territorial water strategy.

We had flooding in the Southern Lakes a coupleesHry
ago — water data with regard to why, when and Hoat hap-
pened. Water is related to energy. Water is relaiedrinking
water in every community. That is what | envisioneden |
was advocating a territorial water strategy. It wasook at it
on that broad a scope and get into the finer detdilactions
and responsibilities. | know he is well aware thathe Um-
brella Final Agreement it says protection of the quantity, qual-
ity and rate of flow — | believe it says this iretkvater chapter
in theUmbrella Final Agreement.

So including what we've agreed to in thenbrella Final
Agreement and that broader scope, is what | just mentioSed.
what I'd like to hear is what direction or what feipation is
the Department of Environment having with the wateategy?
I'm not sure if the Department of Community Sergicer
maybe Energy, Mines and Resources — who'’s takieggad
on this territorial water strategy and what's theemall scope
and vision of that water strategy for the territox big ques-
tion, again — a new leader. Yukoners are interesbetear
what he has to say.

Hon. Mr. Dixon: Thanks to the member opposite for
the question. He started off his question with meent on net



246

HANSARD

December 15, 2011

metering, and of course my understanding is that¥hkon
Party committed to that well before the Liberal tPagver
thought of it. That's a matter for a different depzent and a
different discussion, I'm sure. But I'll extend adrty “you’re
welcome” to the Interim Leader of the Third Patbgth for
that and for his current position. | vacated thsitpan for him.

We will move on to the water strategy. We are dfirse
committed to developing a water strategy for Yults.some-
thing we committed to in our platform. It's sometyiwe made
an election issue. We issued a press releaselmmitghout the
campaign. It's something we know is very importam¥ ukon-
ers. Water is an important resource; it's imporiargur every-
day lives. It's something that Yukoners value digantly. Part
of the impetus for creation of a water strategyhis need for
departments and stakeholders and various levals\@rnment
to work together. As | said in my response to tteher from
the Official Opposition previously today, it is anitiative |
anticipate the Department of Environment leading. IAsaid,
there are significant roles and responsibilitiesd hey other
ministers in other portfolios: the Department ofn@ounity
Services, the Department of Energy, Mines and Ressuand
the Yukon Water Board through the Executive Coufdéfice
all come to mind, as well as municipalities, Fiidations,
stakeholders and the public.

We anticipate that any strategy we develop willlide
collaboration and consultation with all those stakders, hear-
ing their voices and reflecting them in our strgteg

Requiring input from the public and other governisen
will be important, and the development of a wateategy will
confirm the Yukon's key priorities for future watemanage-
ment. We want to ensure that we properly managth thie
tools we have available, Yukon’s water resourcé® member
opposite was out of the Legislature when | answénedques-
tion before, so he may have missed some of this)lgake a
chance and reiterate some of our actions on ardiffe but
similar, file, which is for the protection of wetids.

As | said before, the Yukon recognizes the impantaof
wetlands in Yukon and considers these values ioureg plan-
ning and environmental assessment. The Yukon ikingr
with other agencies to maintain a wetlands inventand an
update to the inventory of important wetlands wasently
completed. A key stakeholder in the wetlands disiomsis a
particular NGO — Ducks Unlimited. It's one I'll beeeting
with tomorrow, so | look forward to that discussiwith Ducks
Unlimited with regard to wetlands. We take the raotenda-
tions of NGOs with a stake in water resources aatland pro-
tection, like Ducks Unlimited, very seriously, s@W be lis-
tening to that organization tomorrow.

The Department of Environment works with other depa
ments to ensure adequate mitigation and avoidahsensitive
habitat during land disposition and resource deyekent proc-
esses. So we do reflect the importance of wetlamdsir deci-
sion-making. As | mentioned before for the memhar the
Official Opposition, the Yukon has a wetlands téchhcom-
mittee and they recently completed an update tokéyewet-
lands for Yukon. They identified a number of wetlarand to
date, several significant wetlands have been predealready:

Old Crow Flats in the Member for Vuntut Gwitchin'sling;
Nordenskiold; Lhutsaw; Horseshoe Slough; and Tatirhake
— all examples of wetlands protected already.

So the previous governments have done some phembmen
work in identifying wetlands and protecting themplhn on
continuing with that good work and we do have sqgragects
underway as it is. Typically, these wetlands arentiied
through the final agreements. In the case of theethat is on-
going right now, there is public consultation oe fickhandle
Lakes habitat protection area, which includes ai@ant wet-
land and the public consultation for that, | untkmd, is ongo-
ing.

As | have said, the way we identify these wetlaisdsften
through the First Nation final agreements, butaih @lso come
up as a result of the regional land use plannirge &xample
we have of that is thélorth Yukon Regional Land Use Plan
that identified a number of areas of sensitivitgttheeded pro-
tection. We undertook to provide the protection fleose as
identified by the plan.

That is something that we have done some good work
in the past on; that is something | plan to corgitm work on;
and that is something that is important to Yukoners

I will move back to the water strategy, which isawlthe
crux of the member’'s question was really aboutwkssaid in
our platform, we intend on creating a Yukon wateategy to
ensure that Yukoners have access to safe drinkatgrwthat
we increase data collection and information-shaang con-
tinue to provide more water information on-lineahgh sites,
such asvww.yukonwater.caand that we continue to upgrade
drinking water and waste-water treatment facilitrey¥ ukon to
meet continuing standards.

The amount that previous governments invested iteiwa
resources and drinking-water facilities is sigrafic. | will not
get into the previous budgets but significant dsllaave been
spent on ensuring that Yukoners have access todsafieing
water. There have been a number of initiativesuphout the
communities to enhance water protection and enhaocda-
cilities.

In terms of the water strategy itself, as | saidvpyusly,
we anticipate that the Department of Environmetitlead this
endeavour, with me as minister taking the lead,thate are
important roles for other departments and otherigtérs. As
well, we will be requiring input from the public @éfrom other
levels of government with water management respditigs.

We are not building on nothing; we have some sigguift
work done already. At the Western Premiers Confareim
June, 2010, the premiers established a new strédegpnserve
and manage Canada’s freshwater supplies as set theWa-
ter Charter. That included making water conservation and pro-
tection a priority and cooperating and sharing rimfation on
water conservation and quality. At the commensu@uaancil
of the Federation, in August 2011, the Council e Federa-
tion Water Charter was approved. The goals of the charter are
to reduce consumption, increase efficiency, progeetity and
adapt to the effects of climate change on water.

In addition, the premiers directed their ministersise the
Water Charter as a guide in their work. So | anticipate that the
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Council of the Federation'sVater Charter will inform us in

some of the best practices and some of the adbeing under-
taken in other jurisdictions in Canada. We do hswae work
to build on and we've got some more work to do, Wwetdo
have a strong foundation in the work we’ve donauadowater
resources in the territory, and I'm quite proudhaf work done
by the department so far.

| hope that outlines adequately for the member sip@o
our vision with regard to the development of a Ywkeater
strategy.

Mr. Elias:
looking quickly at the territorial water strateggaan, | think
the Yukon is actually beginning from a positionstriength and
can actually take a leadership role within our ¢ouif we
address all the issues within our territorial wateategy.

In reading some of the other jurisdictions’ wateliges or
strategies, they include things like water justisbjch repre-
sents access for all citizens to safe, clean drnkiater and
sanitation, and to ensure that legal instrumengésthere for
individuals and organizations and governments tdigipate
in. They address things like water security, watemocracy,
water knowledge, obviously water biology and redtign of
First Nation water rights, water rights within Cdren law,
water infrastructure and a strategy to addressupof. Those
are just some of the headings with regard to oriedigtion’s
water policy in our country.

I'd like to move on to the issue of climate changfel
could be so bold as to quote the minister, | beligwas in his
response to the Speech from the Throne, that ke ‘sai I've
had a significant amount of exposure and experievitte this
particular issue at the academic level in my presiacademic
work.”

The question for me is that he should have an opias to
whether or not the federal Environment minister hegle the
right decision in abandoning the Kyoto Protocolisithe only
agreement that binds Canada to reducing its greeehgas
emissions. I'll begin the discussion on climaterg®@with that
very simple question: does the Minister of Envir@mnagree
with the federal minister abandoning Kyoto?

Hon. Mr. Dixon: As the member opposite indicated,
I've read a few books about it in my day. Obvioudlyon’t
purport to be any sort of expert on the topic.ly @ depart-
ment staff, with far more expertise than | havegitee me in-
formation about our activities here in Yukon. 188 issue that
is very important to me personally as a young peraod a
person growing up in the Yukon. I've seen the dffeaf cli-
mate change throughout the territory and throughmotlife.
It's something | have a personal interest in andamething
that | am very happy to be working on.

With regard to our territorial action plan arouniimate
change, there has been a significant amount of wlorie to
date on climate change.

We have really done a great job with this — andtfar
Hansard staff, I'm holding up the Yukor€limate Change Ac-
tion Plan. | think this is an excellent body of work thatoa of
work went into by the department and governmerif ataoss
departments. It's something that was developedoifatwora-

tion with Yukoners, NGOs, and a number of staketddSo |
think it's something that is a good guide for usngdorward.

It's also noteworthy that it was developed in dodeation
with the Energy Strategy for Yukon because the two issues, as
we all know, are very much linked. The idea that yan de-
velop one without the other is simply false; yowddo de-
velop them together. So it's a positive developmitat we
developed ourClimate Change Action Plan along with our
Energy Strategy for Yukon.

The Climate Change Action Plan outlines four particular

| thank the minister for his response. Ingoals: to enhance knowledge and understanding infatg

change; to adapt to climate change; to reduce menouse
gas emissions; and to lead Yukon action in resptmsémate
change. Under each of those goals are a numbetiohatems
— | believe the total is 33. To date, of the 33jgcts identified
as priority actions, 16 have been completed, twoenvall be

finished later in 2011, and 15 are ongoing.

So not only have we created a good action planutdeg
our actions going forward, but we've begun to innpéat that
plan and take some considerable action on this file

With regard to the federal developments on this five of
course sent a delegation to Durban, South Afrzcgatticipate
in the international negotiations around the Unitgddtions
Framework Convention on Climate Change. It was 18
meeting of the parties, happening this time in RarbSouth
Africa.

The Yukon government has been actively particigatm
the federal, territorial and provincial round-tabteetings lead-
ing up to the international climate change talkSauth Africa.
Our delegation recently returned from there to repack on
the activities at Durban. | look forward to hearifigm those
officials and hearing their perspective on the tweent of
issues in Durban, particularly how they relate tckdh and our
policy future and our future with regard to climatenge.

With regard to Canada’s targets, obviously, as baéd,
Yukon is a jurisdiction and a region that has bsignificantly
affected by climate change. We see it every dagfféicts our
infrastructure, it affects our way of life, andaifects our eve-
ryday lives. So it's something that we encouradeuaisdic-
tions — territorial, provincial, subregional, nat@ and inter-
national — to take action on. Through téimate Change
Action Plan, we are beginning to get our house in order on the
climate change file. We have done some great wemkl, we
can make a real case, | think, to other governmtrds we
have done a good job in managing our own affairernwh
comes to climate change.

| think there is a tremendous opportunity, thoughthe
Yukon when it comes to adapting to climate change adopt-
ing the necessary technological opportunities tal eéth cli-
mate change. Of course, I'm speaking about thirigs the
Yukon Cold Climate Innovation Centre, which prowsde hub
for knowledge about climate change and climate gbaech-
nology. In many ways, the kinds of initiatives trere being
undertaken at the YCCIC and the Yukon Researchr€eat
lated to finding what | would call Yukon solutions Yukon
problems. One example of research being done omffhets
of climate change is the work being done by reseascaround
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permafrost and the effects of permafrost on ouhWway net-
work.

So in that case, | believe researchers from Laveeisity
are doing some pretty progressive research orfribrett There
are a number of other opportunities, especiallyhentechnol-
ogy side. We've seen the innovation of new idead aew
technologies coming from the Cold Climate Innovat@entre
and the research centre. Recently Northerm Windawd
Glass developed a very innovative technology, whias a role
in insulating houses to an increased standard.

One of the actions under our climate change agtian is
to cap and reduce our own internal greenhouse gefids all
the departments of the Government of Yukon. We'iees
undertaken a number of initiatives to collect tdata, as to
what we actually emit, because you have to knowtwba are
currently emitting before you can cap it. We've daa good
job of collecting that data so far. The staff ae t@limate
Change Secretariat, which | had a chance to vigit weeks
ago, offered me an update on that, and I'm happyepmort
they've done some very good work and sent theas datto an
independent third-party organization to verify tHata: the
Climate Registry. It is a third-party verificaticorganization
that reviews data from jurisdictions and confirmattit is accu-
rate and is collected in an accurate way.

We have confirmed that our data appears to begtsml
look forward to reporting back soon in the new yasato what
that data tells us. That is just one of the martjoas we are
taking under the Climate Change Action Plan. If thember
has any more questions about the climate changenguan, |
would be happy to field them today. It is an issat is very
important to Yukoners, and | have the privilegeacfing and
working on behalf of Yukoners.

Mr. Elias:
floor of the House today and | believe | did noathan answer
to whether or not the Yukon Environment ministereggl with
the federal Environment minister pulling out of tkgoto
Protocol. | did not hear an answer to that today,| lvill move
on, because | think that is probably the tenth tthed | have
actually asked that question over the years, dravén’t gotten
an answer.

The minister has asked me to ask again, but Imave on
because we’ve only got two hours left in this sboed sitting.
The minister said Yukoners are recognizing how atan
change is affecting their lives. | want to put tbis the record
again, because there are a lot of new membersisrHibuse.
There was a lake my family lived on for years, denerations
— it's called Zelma Lake in the Old Crow Flatssltvhere we
traditionally lived from sometimes December untih@, some-
times March until June, and all parts in-between. Jone 6,
2007, | was going up to visit the camp and we ksemething
was wrong because we were going up the creek imeaQid
Crow Flats that lead to Zelma Lake, our traditioasta, and
we noticed the tremendous amount of water in tkelcrlt was
overflowing the banks and | knew something was \groie
got to the camp and we walked straight to the kake it was
almost gone.

That spring, there was a record amount of predipitaand
it overflowed the actual banks of the lake. Theeldkat I'm
talking about is 4.5 kilometres north-to-south @@ kilome-
tres east-to-west and it's approximately 2,000 Qigysize
swimming pools in the quantity of water.

So our family has lived by this lake as I've saik’ve
trapped, hunted, fished for generations, and wehveat that
lake drain. It was because of the changing clintheg the
banks broke through and released all of that. Betn&ver
abandoned it as a family; we kept going back ydtmr year.
As we look at Zelma Lake now, it has changed, batstill
being used by the wildlife. There are thousandstandsands
of geese, ducks and swans that didn’t usually ogctbat area
that now go there; it's deafening in the springhe breeding
season. So that's wonderful to see, but it's terib see the
climate change and how it's affecting a traditiofiamily’s
way of life.

I'll put that on the record today. | have done fobe but
that's a real example of how climate change isctiffg the
Yukon.

I've got a lot of questions in this department. fehare a
couple of — I'm going to have to cut this shortchese | know
there are other members of the House that waristosk other
important departments.

| attended, on May 19 at the Westmark, a meeting thie
National Energy Board and it was with regard to public
review of Arctic safety and environmental offshatdlling
requirements. They were doing their public consigites. At
that time, | asked the Energy Board if they hacttathe time
and the courtesy to talk to all the Yukon First ibias — not
only self-governing First Nations, but all Yukornrgti Nations
— about the issue of offshore drilling. What dontéth the

| asked a very, very simple question on thediscussion at that time was that the world wasidgalith the

disaster in the Gulf of Mexico and the spill thasshappening
there. People had a visualization of what an aiaslier can do
when it happens in water.

One of the questions that | have: is the ministdepart-
ment participating in any of the decision-makingqasses
with regard to having a plan for an Arctic spilf olir northern
waters? If so, what level of participation is th#s?it at the
Premier’s level? Is it at the minister’'s level? Deg with the
Arctic and dealing with British Petroleum, Conocdifis —
these oil companies that have more disposable mitragythe
Government of Canada. On our offshore, we have ExXo-
bil. These guys are right next door. The poteratial the possi-
ble catastrophe that would happen if we have atidod spill
is real and it's of concern. That is part of myimgl and so it is
in regard to spill response in the Arctic Ocearthre is any
exploration or development of the oil and gas resesl off-
shore, what participation is the minister having?

I've also got questions with regard to the wolf rage-
ment strategy. At what stage is it? Are we goingee docu-
ments tabled within the Legislature?

I've actually got a story and I'm glad the Member f
Kluane is here, because | didn’t get a chancebyétone of his
constituents, | believe, Bob Hayes, wrote a boakualwvolves.
I've got a top-10 list of some of the most beautthings that
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I've seen in the Yukon environment. | won’t say whamber
this one is, but one time Mr. Hayes and | werenfyiover
Kluane National Park when | was a park warden fontut
National Park. In Kluane, they have these cryshaé¢Hakes;
they're just absolutely beautiful. We were flyingeo with a
helicopter and there were six pitch-black wolvesnswing
across this crystal-blue lake. We had to circleiadotwice and
that’'s etched in my memory forever. That's one e most
beautiful things that | have ever seen in this vesfd territory
of ours. | just wanted to let the Member for Kludmew that |
appreciate his riding and living and working withiis riding
and the people there — it's a wonderful placewe And work.

Update on the wolf management plan — I've got tiages
of the environment report questions; I've got tiagpgues-
tions; I've got bison management questions; I'vé gi& and
tick questions; I've got special management aresstipns; and
I've got spruce bark beetle question.

But, you know, we’re running of time, honourablenmeer
and Minister of Environment, but we’ll have to leathat for
another day, because | haven't heard any answeltsese is-
sues in seven months.

I'll conclude my remarks by, once again, wishing tiew
minister well. If there is anything that | can dohelp in ad-
vancing the department’s goals and objectives,d’phone call
or a text away. | wish the minister well in leadihig depart-
ment and making our environment in this territoontnually
beautiful, especially within the grandeur of novihkon, which
| and the Member for Klondike represent.

Hon. Mr. Dixon: | won't — of course, recognizing
that members of this House, I'm sure, wish to delwther de-
partments and other matters, | will be brief hereniy response
to the member opposite, because he raises a nuwhbpeints,
ranging from climate change impacts and adaptatitims
wolves, bison, wildlife matters and water — any foem of
things that | could talk about for the next 20 nmesy but | will
try to be brief and answer a few of his questianseigard to
offshore drilling.

Madam Chair, it is an issue that the Energy, Miared Re-
sources is the lead; Environment provides suppb#rever we
can.

There are some interesting dynamics in terms oBeu-
fort Sea, and the relationship between Canada laadJUnited
States. There is an ongoing border dispute abeuh#ture of
our border between the United States and CanadhelBeau-
fort Sea, it is based on an interpretation of atyrérom 1825,
which describes the border between Canada and titedJ)
States, then Great Britain and Russia, as exteradirfgr as the
frozen ocean. That has been interpreted very difter vis-a-
vis the recent United Nations treaty on the Lavthef Sea. The
debate is over a pie-shaped region in the Beafe#a. Basi-
cally, the dispute is that Canada argues, and Yusgports
Canada, that the border extends north from thé&' pafallel all
the way north, whereas the Americans argue thet plodt it is
an equal distance between points. | will not gt that.

The wolf conservation management plan is a plahwiaa
developed jointly by the Fish and Wildlife Manageth8oard
and Environment Yukon. The plan addresses conaamsthe

management of wolves in Yukon through a small sdaleal

approach to management and inclusion of First Katéspon-
sibilities. The old plan — the 1992 plan — was #igantly

outdated. It didn't recognize First Nation finalragments. It
needed to be updated, so that was undertaken hyréveous
government, at the direction of the previous Migisdf Envi-
ronment, who is now the Minister of Community Sees4.

Some excellent work has been done by the Fish aitdt W
life Management Board to date. | have met with thesce to
discuss the matter. Its public consultation on ¢oiscluded this
summer. It was extended twice, | believe, at tlygiest of First
Nations, for additional input. So we entertainedtthequest
and extended the period of consultation by one mont two
occasions — so, by two months total. The 2011 asignifi-
cantly different from the 1992 plan. It recognizks roles and
responsibilities of First Nations and the Inuviglais set out in
their final agreements. It calls for conserving andnaging
wolves using local involvement. It recommends agfaaerial
control as a management tool, which is somethiagy iquite
outdated, in my opinion, but is something that stlh be con-
sidered based on science.

A recommendation on the plan will be submitted he t
Yukon Fish and Wildlife Management Board. It hagibesub-
mitted now. | can confirm that. It was submittedhelieve, last
week when | met with the board, which now, as perUm-
brella Final Agreement, triggers a timeline, to which | as min-
ister am bound to respond. From my interpretatibthe Um-
brella Final Agreement, | understand that's 60 days, with the
opportunity for the minister to extend it by 30 dayf neces-
sary.

In my opinion, having reviewed the plan, it's a ddwody
of work, and it's one that is generally supportgdRRCs and
by many stakeholders. There is still some workeadbne by
department officials. Department officials will beeeting with
technical staff from First Nations to discuss soteehnical
matters. But | anticipate they will be able to askdr any issues.
So it's something that | will be moving forward erithin the
prescribed time.

I'm trying to recall other questions the Member Yamtut
Gwitchin had, but they elude me. So if I've forguitany, |
would ask the member to ask again. He asked aflques-
tions, so | kind of lost track. But | think thatsamers his ques-
tion about offshore drilling, wolves — | believe heked about
bison, but I'm not sure what the question was. fSwei could
repeat the question, | could entertain a response.

Mr. Tredger: I, too, would like to congratulate the
minister. Environmental stewardship is importanalioYukon-
ers. | went door-to-door, and it was one of the timgortant
things raised. | thank the senior staff for comamgl helping us
and | congratulate the Environment department lier great
work that they're doing.

| share my colleague’s concern that the funding tfar
Department of Environment hasn’t kept up with wiotlher
departments are receiving, and we’ll be followiratt and
looking at it closely. | had a couple of questi@rsund that.
Have there been any services moved from one deeattto
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the other, or a reorganization that would accoonttliis drop
in funding?

Hon. Mr. Dixon:
the department budget allocations don't reflectieaanchy of
any sort. All departments do very good work, andsupport
them all. Because one department is funded moreeynower-
all than another has no reflection on the good vtieely do. We
believe in integrated resource management. Thamnsnea-
partments work together collaboratively; they aot competi-
tive. The Department of Education doesn’t butt Iseaih the
Department of Environment. They work together. Aaraple
is through the Education budget, you will see sameiron-
mental stewardship positions funded. So there aemples
where departments work together, and the same tis the
Department of Energy, Mines and Resources and rpgrtie
ment. The same is with the Department of Highways Rub-
lic Works and my department — and all departmeiitsey
work together collaboratively to ensure that we adequate
stewards of the economy.

You noted the Energy, Mines and Resources incregase

budget. Of course, that's due to increased reciamdor type

2 mines. That fluctuates and is the legacy of —Iwthls is

why we had devolution, basically — for Yukon to ¢éabver the
control of our own resources so that decisions’araade in

Ottawa about natural resources. Anyway, type 2 site a mat-
ter for the Minister of Energy, Mines and Resoureesl I'll let

him explain that. | think it is important to noteat the depart-
ment is very capable of doing the very good worét tthey

outlined in their strategic plan, and they havenbeery suc-
cessful in a number of areas in implementing tlstiategic
plan.

They do excellent work, and I'm very proud to be ¥in-
ister of Environment. | look forward to working witstaff to
implement our platform, which of course includesumber of
items related to protecting the environment.

Mr. Tredger:
what | was getting at is — not that there was cditipe, but
what I've seen of the Department of Environment tredper-
sonnel working there, I've been very, very impressene of
the things, as a manager, I've noticed is ofterpfeavho are
very professional will come up with ideas. It's iorfant that
we as policy makers and that we as a governmentreriksat
there is funding so that the ideas of our very gssional staff
can be expounded on and they can fulfill their dpental
objectives. It certainly wasn't a slight on the dement offi-
cials.

| had a further question. The Department of Envinent
is responsible, | believe — and you could corree ifnI’'m
wrong and I'm sure you would — is for baseline detdlec-
tion.

Where | see that working is when we are lookingauv
land use management plans. It is very importartwieahave a
lot of baseline data collection, so that we are &blmake these
land use plans with some amount of foresight arahrphg.
Can you tell me in what areas the Department ofirenment
is looking at the baseline data and how that igiptaout?

| don’t believe | mentioned EMR, but

Hon. Mr. Dixon: Over the past few years, the pre-
vious government has significantly invested in @asing base-

As | said to the member’s colleague, line data, in increasing dollars for inventory #hf and wildlife

throughout the territory. The department has dosigmificant
job implementing that work with the increased furglithey
have received over the years. Increasing the anafurdseline
data is, of course, important for multi-year plarni

You have to know what you are dealing with in terofis
wildlife and fish species populations in order tesbmanage
them. That baseline data is of course integralthats why |
am very happy with the increases made by the puewvoinis-
ters in this respect. It's enabled department @ficto do
significantly more work than they were able to eays past.

During the current fiscal year, Environment Yukoash
conducted 26 inventory projects in support of fisfidlife and
habitat management planning. Inventory projectpsttEnvi-
ronment Yukon's ongoing population monitoring arahiest
management programs. Summaries for projects dotieifast
three years and those currently underway are dlaiten Envi-
ronment Yukon’'s website. The Fish and Wildlife brhralso
produced a highlights report which provides an oy of
activities. If the member opposite wants to revidwwse on-
line, he certainly can. To give him a bit of a bideerview of
some of those undertakings with regard to caribveel,do a
population-monitoring movements and habitat-useierghcts
of the Aishihik wood bison herd. The Aishihik andulne
caribou herds are considered in that; South NahandiCoal
River caribou herds, which is of course done iratmration
with Parks Canada and the Government of Northwestit®d-
ries. We monitor the Finlayson caribou herd, Southeakes
caribou herd, Ethel Lake caribou herd, Tatchunbecariherd,
Chisana caribou herd, and Caribou fall composisanveys,
which are essentially rut counts.

We monitor the Fortymile caribou herd. We do logati
monitoring of the Hart River caribou herd and therdRpine
caribou herd harvest monitoring and hunter educatidich |
went into at length previously when the member gipovas
out of the room. | had an exchange with the merfdreyuntut
Gwitchin about the good work done to date on theczne
caribou management plan and implementation plarth \\&-
gard to moose, we have conducted the Mayo Mooseegur
and, recently, the M’Clintock moose census survey.

When | toured the department as a new ministegnaber
of the wildlife staff was not there because theyewall out
conducting the study of moose in the M'Clintock ardhe
Faro moose early winter census, which was, thalykfuhded
by the department of the Minister of Energy, Mirsasl Re-
sources through the mine reclamation unit. The Bsiw
moose early winter Census was conducted in pattipevgith
the Kluane First Nation and Parks Canada. With neda
sheep, there was a sheep survey in the Ruby, Akshind
Sifton Ranges, which was in partnership with thadfle First
Nation. There was the Dall sheep survey in the ARange,
once again cost-shared with the Department of Bneviines
and Resources mine reclamation unit.

We continue to monitor elk and manage issues around

ticks. Overall, basically about $1 million dollais spent in



December 15, 2011

HANSARD

251

wildlife inventory work. So we’'ve spent significafitnds on
providing the baseline data. This baseline dateportant for
us in terms of our multi-year planning and goinithe future
with plans, because we as a government need torstadd
population baseline data and species data to md&gquate
decisions. So | hope that's answered the membeosies
questions. If he has any more questions about atguhan-
agement or any other species, I'd be happy to goiirin de-
tail.

Mr. Bairr:
opposite on his appointment to his position as Emmnent
minister. The environment is, too, one area thakery dear to
my heart. When | think of it — | hunt with my greswhs, and
fish, and | grew up doing a lot of on-the-land ties.

Where | come from in northern Ontario, so-callegarks
of the day always said that lake — Nipissing, feammple —
“Don’t worry about it; we’re just going to keep pping stuff
into it and it's such a big lake, there will be pooblems.”
Well, within 20 years, you couldn’t eat the fishcdme up to
the Yukon and really see and hope that we don'tenth& same
mistakes that I've seen happen in other areasrofa@untry.

One of the issues in my riding is — the Member\oin-
tut Gwitchin spoke of the flood in the Southern kalarea in
2007. The last couple of years, there have bedatiestigoing
on with the water levels there because they wamndite it an-
other 30 centimetres. In the last couple of weeksa$ at at a
meeting in the Southern Lakes/Marsh Lake area iatehkd to
all the studies that have been going on about theth®rn
Lakes. As | understand it, at the end of the dag,studies that
they've been doing — as you know or you may notvkre in
this Southern Lakes area you have Marsh Lake, hadiaku,
Windy Arm, Nares and Bennett.

At high water levels of the year, that becomes system
— one lake, one level. When the runoff starts, Malske
drops and the other areas, they stay up. Thersilsedfect that
happens and the water stays in the back end tothardCar-
cross area, but empties out into Marsh Lake. Oneyfcon-
cerns is that in these last two years of studiese—they can
best deal with the wetlands of the area, with thinals and
with the people who use that system in all of treaa — they
are not studying past the Six Mile River. They atedying
around Marsh Lake and then they go to the Six NRileer at
Tagish. They have not been studying the levels tral
groundwater saturation levels that flow between rig¢hand
Nares, and the low-lying areas of the homes in danethe
airport area.

Those particular areas are tourism and the Whites Pa

building — where our tourist information centre wahey
can't be in there now because of the water levElere's
mould in those areas. At the hangar — that resiel¢here —
they have had to put in their own berms to increéhseprotec-
tion of the property there. | would like this mitésto commit,
when we do a study of the Southern Lakes, nottjusto one
end of it. If we're going to do a full, informativ&udy, to see
how this is going to affect the plants, the peofie, erosion,
the drinking water levels — because the septic Ifleds and

it affects the wells — will this minister commit tmplement-
ing a full study of that whole area?

Hon. Mr. Dixon: Earlier today, | mentioned to the
Member for Vuntut Gwitchin that I'm not a biologisind I'd
like to add that I'm also not a hydrologist. | dbhave the sig-
nificant technical understanding of hydrology thember op-
posite seems to have. But | do know that the issugsunding
the levels of lakes on the downside of dams assswmei that
YDC/YEC deals with in conjunction with their watkcence,

Congratulations to the honourable membemhich is distributed by the Water Board, which dalinder

ECO. Of course, the Water Board is an independedy land
issues its licences independently. It's somethiveg t can take
under advisement. | encourage the member to comaretite
next water licence application for YEC if he hascerns about
the water levels.

In regard to the 2007 flooding of the Southern lsakear-
ticularly Marsh Lake, my family has a cabin in theea. | was
affected; | share the member’s concerns aboutltioel f It was
a pretty terrible flood that caused significant dge to prop-
erty, but it was one where | thought Yukoners digbad job of
coming together and dealing with it. | know a numbgfolks
from Whitehorse took time off from work or foundm& in
their own time to go out and fill sandbags and erdmarriers to
prevent property damage getting any worse. It veeseshing
where | was very happy with the response from Yeken

With regard to the member’s question, | would retay
him that it's an issue between YDC/YEC and theitexdi-
cence through the independent Yukon Water Board.

Mr. Barr: | am going to cut my other question short.
would like for us to be able to move on into otheeas, and |
would like that we could spend more time in theufatto dis-
cuss our budgets more thoroughly.

Hon. Mr. Dixon: | would like to just add that there is
no Southern Lakes water study that we in the deyrt are
aware of, but of course the department does prosihee in-
formation in regard to flood planning and predingdased on
show levels and forecasting of melt and runoff. tTlwas the
case in 2007 when we had a flood. It was basedgmifisant
snowfall and rapid melt and resulted in a floodtiWiegard to
the member’s earlier question, | just want to adthat as well.

I'm getting the signal from the members opposite they
would like to move on to different departments)|'8dake the
opportunity to quickly wish my constituents in Cepipelt
North a merry Christmas, and a merry Christmash&nem-
bers of the Assembly.

Chair: Is there any further debate?

Seeing none, we’'ll proceed line by line.

Mr. Elias: Pursuant to Standing Order 14.3, | request
the unanimous consent of Committee of the Wholéetem all
lines in Vote 52, Department of Environment, cleéace car-
ried, as required.

Unanimous consent re deeming all lines in Vote 52,
Department of Environment, cleared or carried

Chair: Unanimous consent of the Committee has been
requested to deem all lines in Vote 52, DepartnodnEnvi-
ronment, cleared or carried, as required. Are \greed?

All Hon. Members:  Agreed.
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Chair: Unanimous consent has been granted.

On Operation and Maintenance Expenditures

Total Operation and Maintenance Expenditures in the
amount of $288,000 agreed to

On Capital Expenditures

Total Capital Expenditures in the amount of $196,000
agreed to

Department of Environment agreed to

Chair: Would the Committee like to take a break?
All Hon. Members: Agreed.

Chair: We will break for 15 minutes.
Recess
Chair: Committee of the Whole will now come to or-

der. The matter before the Committee is Vote 54yrifon and
Culture.

Department of Tourism and Culture — continued

Hon. Mr. Nixon:
like to wish everyone a merry Christmas, includimg con-
stituents and the hard-working peopleHansard, who may go
unnoticed far more often than not.

As | said the other day, I'm very excited to betpafra
team that does so much to promote Yukon. At thisefil
would also like to wish every Yukoner a Merry Chmss and
a Happy New Year.

As | prepared for today, | reflected on how thesddets
we vote on here in this Assembly translate intd-weald re-
sults. The budget before us is a part of a largekage. | feel
the context is important, as we prepare for theatieboday. |
thought back over things in previous budgets and ey
influenced the tourism and culture sector of ouciety. |
would like to offer a few examples.

Territorial tourism marketing campaigns: the pamtmern
marketing campaign initiative was between all thnegthern
territories during and after the Canada Winter Ganighe
campaign marketed to key gateway cities of Torowemcou-
ver, Edmonton and Calgary. The total investment $&mil-
lion: $2 million from Yukon, $1.5 million from eachf North-
west Territories and Nunavut. It involved nationelevision
advertising, placement in newspapers and magazndsthe
development of the Look Up North website.

The pan-northern marketing campaign of $3.5 milliwer
four years through joint application to CanNor tarket Can-
ada’s north into southern Canada. It secured aad@itiover-
seas marketing of $3.5 million over four years tigio CanNor
to market Yukon to overseas visitors. It identifiahual core
funding of $500,000 for “Destination: Yukon” markej in the
key gateway cities and to strategically leverage shccess of
events such as Hockey Day in Canada.

Olympics delegation and participation: our governme

made an investment in the Olympics as a contrigupartner,
which provided an opportunity to profile the Yukdaring the
games. The total investment of Tourism and Cultuas $2.6
million in the 2009-10 budget. As an incoming miars it is

Before | do get started again, I'd

helpful for me to see how these funds were expeadddo see
the results that they have had on Yukon’s tourism eulture

sector. The Yukon delegation included over 100igg@#nts,

91 of whom were artists and cultural performeraml given to
understand that this investment continues to paideinds to
Yukoners.

The Old Fire Hall project is a partnership devebbte-
tween the Whitehorse Chamber of Commerce, the Yukts
Centre and Yukon government. Following a one-yédat pro-
ject, the Yukon government made a three-year comerit in
the 2009-10 budget for $150,000 annually to the té¥trse
Chamber of Commerce to provide O&M for the venube T
Yukon Arts Centre is providing the expertise to mge the
facility. This project helps meet the Whitehorsea@iber of
Commerce goal of revitalizing the downtown cored dras
become a centre for cultural events and meetirtgs Wwell
received in the community as a progressive andoresple
partnership. Again, | think this is a good exampidow gov-
ernment and this sector of the economy can workpeas
tively.

The previous Yukon Party government provided as art
fund increase — a permanent increase — to thefamtding
program in September of 2007. Total investment fikamurism
and Culture was $567,500, bringing the total fugdio $2.65
million annually. Specific increases include $1@M,Qo estab-
lish a touring artist fund to provide support fatists to travel
outside of the Yukon; $150,000 to increase the DamGity
Arts Society, bringing their total funding to $4000 annually;
an increase of $75,000 to the artist in the schoojram — to
fund artists to enter the schools and work withdshis; and
$242,000 to the Yukon arts funding program, whicbvles
support for annual and ongoing programs in the Yiuko

This support was well received in the arts comnmyuaitd
those supportive of the arts, as it has increasednvestment
in the arts to the highest amount ever in the ttagri High-
level artists, in particular, are benefiting frotretspecific in-
vestment in the touring artist fund.

Partnering with the Tourism Industry Associationkgn,
the Yukon government adopted an industry-led apgrda the
marketing through the Senior Marketing Committe@itovide
strategic advice to Tourism and Culture on appetprimarket-
ing expenditures. Earlier today | was able to mé#t the Sen-
ior Marketing Committee, and | am grateful for ddvice they
generate. This advice has resulted in numeroustings that
are beneficial to the territory’s tourism industimycluding the
Tourism cooperative marketing fund, the Destinatignkon
campaign, the Travel Yukon website, and a focusl@mestic
marketing.

The other day, the Member for Klondike raised sona-
ters with me after the debate, including why th&egoment
decided to leave out the internationally recognibeahd, “the
Klondike”, out of the government’s tourism modelurChis-
tory, including the world famous Klondike Gold Rusamains
a key attribute of Yukon’s brand, along with ouarsting ge-
ography, incredible wildlife, First Nations, andrqueople and
culture.
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Marketing “Destination: Yukon” remains industry-led standing, continuing his introductory remarks, vhis very

market-driven and research-based. As | work with diepart-
ment, | find that | hear the phrase a lot — anddam a lot,
probably six times over lunch today. Let me jugiea it: in-
dustry-led, market-driven and research-based.

Our partnership with the Tourism Industry Assodiatof
the Yukon’s Senior Marketing Committee, on whicle thair
of the Klondike Visitors Association sits as a memtensures
that we position “Destination: Yukon” in a mannkat reflects
the expectations of our visitors, as determinedubh re-
search, and delivers value for our industry andtalkeholders.
Dawson City and the Klondike — always and alwayswil
play a significant role in what the Yukon has tfeofas a travel
destination, as reflected in our promotions andstolike the
www.travelyukon.comwebsite andYukon Vacation Planner.
These initiatives have been well-received by indusis gov-
ernment has demonstrated in its responsiveness.

| want to turn my attention to the museum stratagg in-
crease to museums funding, as | will mention itiraga a few
moments when we get to the $21,000 revote in stippior

community museums through the museums assistar@e pr

gram.
In the first term, Yukon government developed a ofu
Museums Strategy with stakeholders to plan forasunistg and
cultivating Yukon’s museums. One result of thisdstuvas the
development of the museums advisory committee.

In May 2007, the Yukon government announced an in

crease of $150,000 to the museums contributionrpmgA
further adjustment of funds to meet needs — a tafal
$240,000 — was added to the program. This brougtuta
funding support for Yukon museums to $1.28 millidrhis
increased funding to the museums contribution @Enogwas
forwarded to the museums advisory committee foudida-
tion. The recommendations resulted in increaseslfoyukon
museums and a minimum threshold that allowed thentien
of permanent staff at all venues.

This investment was well-received in the heritagmmu-
nity. The development of winter tourism is a fastvging ini-
tiative here in the Yukon and, in fact, | do nahthanyone has
made note of it today, but the new chairlift at tsla hill
opened today. Expansion of the tourism season fgigé im-
portance to the development of the industry. Yukmvern-
ment has placed strategic importance on this dpusdat and
increased support to local icons for winter tourigm the
Yukon Quest and Sourdough Rendezvous Society. 0d4-28,
the total investment in Sourdough Rendezvous waedato
$50,000 from $15,000.

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

Point of order

Chair:

Mr. Silver:
believe the minister had already made his intromhycstate-
ments the last day and it was my turn on the floor.

Chair: Mr. Cathers.

Hon. Mr. Cathers:
recognized the Minister of Tourism, and he is, tp amder-

Mr. Silver, on a point of order.

much in keeping with standard practice.

Chair: Mr. Tredger, on the point of order.

Mr. Tredger: On the point of order, | thought we had
agreed at the House Leaders’ meeting this morrtiag Mr.
Silver had the floor when we were talking about fism last
time, and that he would be the first speaker.

Chair’s ruling

Chair: Based orHansard from the last time we were
in discussion on Vote 54, Mr. Nixon had the flowe were
not aware that there was an arrangement that was atathe
House Leaders’ meeting, and that is why Mr. Nixgemred
this afternoon.

In fact, Mr. Nixon, if you have already made these
marks, perhaps you could move on to new territory.

Hon. Mr. Nixon: Thank you, Madam Chair. These
are indeed new remarks, but to humour the oppositiavill
wrap up.

The initiative was developed jointly — and I'm aaliy
talking now about the decade of sport and cultwigich has

K become Culture Quest. The initiative was develojmatly

with Community Services in the first term to progidupport
for the development of sports and culture leadipgauCanada
Winter Games. Due to the success of the programriSra and
Culture has continued to invest in Culture Questking to-

ward the 2010 Olympics and beyond. The fund isrsgpaas it
is a special project, and funding that is intendectultivate

new artists and projects that have difficulty asteg funding

through the established funds. Over half of thggats funded
through Culture Quest were showcased at the Cawadtger

Games.

Mr. Silver: | thank the member opposite for his in-
dulgence to the needs of our communities.

I'm new to this process, as are a lot of the memihere
today. I'm not here to play politics. I'm here tetgesults for
my community.

| bring a new approach to this party as noticedayod
hope that it is appreciated that this can all ckaifigve don't
see the results that we’re looking for. I'm not toe Liberal
Party, but actually for the people of the Yukon.iSohe spirit
of working together, | made a decision earlier theek to give
the Minister of Tourism my notes. | gave him my stiens that
I'll be asking today, my intent being informatiohasing. I'm
very interested in where the strategy is goingatetus. | will
caution the minister that these questions are ftwrpeople of
the Klondike, not necessarily just from my parthey repre-
sent people of all political stripes. They donedea rundown
of politics and procedures and policies; they wamtknow
where we are and where we are heading. These guestre

| am sorry to interrupt, Madam Chair. | from professionals in the field of tourism and oudt and they

deserve the straight goods. So | just wanted ttapeethis and
be on the record.
In general, my community worries about the dwingllin

On the point of order, the Chair numbers of summer workers. Take for example DawSion

Music Festival. Currently the promotion of Dawsoity@/Ausic
Festival is word of mouth, reference being giveanfrprevious
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years, volunteers and performers who may be the reckuit-
ment that exists. DCMF creates a strong media bluzmigh
press coverage and also through the artists whoatipéafestival
and then go home and tell their fan base.

People come to town and work in the service ingusé-
cause of a desire to be involved with the festiealbecause
they have heard that because of the festival, Dawsa cool
place to be. As all summer community sectors caaeadaw-
son City Music Festival's volunteers have pickedthe void
left after tent city was closed. | would seek termial assistance
with the songwriter-in-residence program. Musicifmsn the
international scene are promoting this programhay go on
and perform in other cities, sharing their wondeduperi-
ences, working their crafts in the winter in Dawslris sold as
a magical experience. With a financial commitmeatrf YTG,
our community can produce more winter shows, whichas
marketing engines for the tourism industry. A greaample
would be if you went on tawww.laurabarrett.exclaim.ca

Could the minister commit to promoting the songerin-
residence program?

Hon. Mr. Nixon: I do thank the member opposite for
providing me with his questions in advance. | dprapiate the
gesture, and while we sit on opposite sides of lasse, it is
possible to work in cooperation to achieve our stagoal of
accountability to all Yukoners.

We do support a wide range of arts, culture andigou
programs and activities in Dawson and around thétdey. It
is important to be aware of that and be aware eftidgetary
impact of taking on new commitments. Furthermaonere is a
budgetary process to follow. In the interest of diligence and
fiscal prudence, | hope it's understood that | vidse€ making
new spending commitments while we are here to detis
2011-12 supplementary budget.

I will, however, always be willing to listen to amygani-
zation in the culture, heritage or tourism sectamgl consider
their thoughts and ideas. | won’t always be ablpravide new
funding, but | am confident that we can achieveagmiccess
by working together. | will also point out that teeare pro-
grams available to which organizations can applye Tom-
munity development fund is one. The federal govemmtrhas
the CanNor fund. There are other funding optioristbere as
well, which | would invite the Dawson City Music $teval to
consider, if they have not already done so.

Mr. Silver: | do appreciate the minister’'s answers
the question and those are the straight goods. pastapresi-
dent of the Dawson City Music Festival, | know wkizé proc-
ess is every year that we go through as far asirigniVe do
apply for a wide variety of different funding opti®. | look
forward to working with the minister to kind of eamline
some of these concepts. It takes an awful lot ofinbtrative
time to go through this process year after yeaemtve know
that it's just a rubber stamp in the end. We prettych hope
that we’re going to be getting this funding becatise is a
huge festival and it brings millions of dollarsarthe economy,
so | assume that we're going to have a continukdioeship
with the minister as far as these commitments andtg. We
would like to see, like | say, a streamlined predes that.

There are tons of good answers and good suggestams
the people working in the field in Dawson. Here'graat ex-
ample: this is one of the first years that theif@sthad to be
given permission to pick their own media in the Bement of
Tourism and Culture funded media proposal. The Depnt
of Tourism and Culture wanted to spend money omlisgnup
a writer from the bike touring magazit#et Out There Local
Dawson City Music Festival producer at the timanTlones,
instead picked Sean Michaels from one of Canadaistm
popular mp3 blogswww.saidthegramophone.conHe also
flew in Vish Khanna fromExclaim! magazine, CBC 3, and the
Kitchener Waterloo Record. This has resulted in media cover-
age that is far reaching and targeted to music, faa®pposed
to bike touring magazine fans — affluent peoplekseg cool
cultural places to visit.

There are many people who questioned the suppdheof
Department of Tourism in my community. There ifdifund-
ing or support from the territorial government iavdloping
authentic attractions. These are not my words, ssrdy;
these are from the industry. It seems most of thekweeded
to sustain festivals and other tourism-centred mggions is
being done by volunteers and societies within Dawiself.
These big-draw festivals and events contributenitiely and
culturally to the community, but lack support frahe govern-
ment for production development.

The current tourism product development mandatto is
work with the Yukon'’s tourism industry to meet egieg and
existing market demands. Efforts are currently gsxliprimar-
ily on delivering awareness workshops to increasgustry
knowledge, and supporting industry stakeholdersutn their
product development initiatives, including projedaientified,
best practices code of conduct and industry edutaltipresen-
tations with broad benefits to the Yukon tourismustry.

| suggest this sector would better serve the conitiegh
existing institutions and festivals if, rather thaaviewing and
developing workshops, they contribute financiallydaallow
local control over decisions that affect local coumities. For
example, the Palace Grand could be assessed biedbeal
agency CanNor, the Canadian Northern Economic Devel
ment Agency. Someone needs to be hired to conselalbof
that information out there and develop a plan fos under-
utilized facility. Local institutes like KIAC woulde happy to
facilitate this process, but need the financial pgup of the

toYukon government.

Other issues facing DCMF is the current governnseap-
proach to cultural tourism. There are currentlypnograms that
cover not-for-profit organizations. Tourism Yukonturrent
product development partnership program does filigagitud-
ies for project-ready funding, but does not fund-foo-profits
that are not creating commercial, export-ready petslin the
traditional sense. | suggest capitalizing on moalesady spent
on things like First Nation artists who go down @dympic
Game programs.

By developing scheduled events showcasing thesetéal
ambassadors or programming youth-drawn artisthgifWeak-
erthans can sell out a much larger Yukon Arts GeimtWVhite-
horse, think of the potential for the Palace Grand.
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My question would be: what programs cover not-fafip
organizations?
Hon. Mr. Nixon:

first and then I'll get into the question he haduatbsupport of
the Department of Tourism and Culture and funding.

is a real interest in establishing a facility teplay some of the
fascinating paleontology discoveries that have conreof the

The member opposite asked a cou-gold fields.
ple of different question in there, so I'll respotadthe last one

As | mentioned last week, | did have the opporfumnd
tour the paleontology and archaeology unit at 13@ustrial
Road. It is absolutely fascinating. | do not kndwyau have

He asked about what programs cover the NGOs. As thieeen there, but | would recommend that everyone et an

member is probably well aware, the NGOs are elggibr all
of the Tourism branch’s funding programs, touristoperative
marketing fund and product development partnerphigram.
As well, NGOs are also eligible for a number ofding pro-
grams available through the Department of Econobgwel-
opment. Organizations would be advised to conteetdiepart-
ments directly for program details.

The department continues to work closely with tHerk
dike Visitors Association and the Town of DawsortyGon
several ongoing initiatives. The department promdawson
City and the Klondike as an iconic Yukon experieticets
marketing collateral, consumer campaigns, tradeetiaug and
media relations. Dawson City tourism-related busses and
organizations were approved by the tourism cooperahar-
keting fund for over $102,000 in funding suppon #910-11
fiscal year, and over $68,000 in year to date. déjgartment is
engaged in discussions with the KVA to strike aeletof
agreement to work together on a number of markatiitgp-
tives in the fiscal year 2012-13. The Dawson Citipritlike
region, including the Dempster Highway, benefitenir the
majority of travel, the media tours numbering 3&his fiscal
year alone. North American media have done 23 ateinia-
tional media 15. The deputy minister and/or theecior of
Tourism attend the monthly meetings as often ag taam of
the KVA Board of Directors.

Marketing unit staff has offered to attend the K¥Mar-
keting and Events Committee’s meeting. The chathefKVA
currently sits on the Senior Marketing Committeeghs Tour-
ism Industry Association of Yukon, and you're wallare of
that.

Specifically regarding Dawson attractions, the Dapant
of Tourism and Culture is very open, as I've memio before,
to hearing from KVA and all Dawson operators ansidents,
and we are always willing to listen to new idead @erspec-
tives. That was one of the reasons why | went tav€oa just a
couple of weeks after | was appointed as minigtavas to get
on the ground and talk to people and be able t@gdate to the
name, not only the person, but the organizatiowelk It gives
me a better understanding of who I'm talking to avitht their
needs are. | think it just simplifies the procedittia bit.

In recent years, we've been very responsible —,well
sponsible, but very responsive to ideas emanatithgbDaw-
son, and have worked and continue to work withpbeple of
Dawson on exploring. We have been very supportivéhe
work Dawson has done on the concept of world hgeitdesig-
nation for the Klondike. These kinds of initiativesquire
community consensus to move forward, but we've biedy
engaged and would be ready to stay involved shitndccom-
munity agree that it is the right thing for Dawsie have
heard from the Klondike Placer Miners Associatibattthere

opportunity to go and check it out. This could bgreat attrac-
tion for local residents in Dawson and visitorkelias well as
a centre for scientific research and a means togréze the
contribution that the placer mining industry hasdedo the
field of paleontology. While it is an idea, andstin the very
early stages, we have agreed to undertake an eataominof
the business case for a facility like this. Ourorecin working
cooperatively in a partnership with the people a@Bon City
is something that the department is very, very grolu Thank
you.

Mr. Silver: I only have one more question left for
the minister, and | would like to start by just isaythat | hope
we’'re not sending the wrong message here — thatewsot
grateful for the funding that we do currently geawson. We
do get an awful lot of funding. | think we applyrfan awful lot
of funding, and we get what we deserve a lot oeimBut at
the same time all we're asking for is that oppatiuto work
for or with the minister and be able to share dsion of Daw-
son with the minister and his department.

| want to extend an invitation for the ministerdome to
the Dawson City Music Festival, and be my guesteth@ext
year. We probably have an opening for serving miarton the
deck, as the Hon. Larry Bagnell was the member udex to
be the guy serving those matrtinis. | believe thetebe a posi-
tion open.

I'd like to also comment that we appreciate the kvibre
previous minister has done, the Member for WhitsbdNest.
We've seen her face in our brochure every year veaappre-
ciate the funding she gave us. Once again, weselpoking
for cooperation as we move forward.

This last quote and comment is from the Dawson Mty
sic Festival — not the current producer, but thevimus pro-
ducer, Tim Jones. He's talking about the contriimai saying
that DCMF's self-generated revenues were over f0epé in
20009.

The government needs to spend less on feasibilityies
and more on instituting funding for local programii So |
think that's one of my key issues that I'd likework with you
on. Staffing is the biggest need in Dawson Cityiteqbvi-
ously. The marketing budgets of KIAC and SOVA aral\3on
City Music Festival are trivial. This is due to tfeet that there
is no staff to implement a marketing budget, e¥éndid exist,
so this is just information sharing.

My wish list also includes YTG funding of a market-
ing/development coordinator for these communityaoiga-
tions. Three years of funding would be all that {gdoe needed
and the position could help find funding for mamngs, in-
cluding the actual salary for that position.
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So | would like to close with one last questionn dae
minister speak of a commitment to marketing ancetgpment
coordination in the communities?

Hon. Mr. Nixon: | thank the member opposite for his
guestion. The Yukon government has a number ofrarng
and services available to communities to assisplamning.
Organizations would be advised to contact the Diepart of
Tourism and Culture or some of the funding programghe
Department of Economic Development for details.

I will mention again that my department currentlgkas a
very significant investment in non-profit organipais in Daw-
son and around the territory. In Dawson we contgbu
$400,000 annually to the Dawson City Arts SocietyPCAS,
and $100,000 to the Dawson City Museum, and $100t60
the Danoja Zho Cultural Centre.

| was in Dawson last month, as | mentioned befare]
met with a number of organizations. | am hopingomtinue
the conversation with them next time | am up theésiting,
perhaps in the summer at the music fest. Sometiteeds can
be addressed through better coordination and conwation
around existing programs. Of course, this isn’'tahswer in all
cases. Regardless, | am completely open to talkitty every-
one
ing/development coordinator concept.

Mr. Barr:
ourable minister regarding the supplementary budget ac-
knowledging what has been done, but looking at wietare
going to do and what we are moving toward.

That's what I'm really interested in too. There Heeen a
lot of great work done, and | would like to acknedde the
past minister on a lot of great things that havepeaed. It has
been a long time, as my personal involvement withdrts —
through several governments, we've continued toldbui
would like to say that that's my goal: working tawanot only
Dawson City — because Dawson City is kind of a giv€s a
great place. We know that. It's a historical plalckve going
to Dawson City. There are other communities, thowgtd so
my thought is how we can work together to promotieen
communities in the Yukon. | know that there arew that are
looking forward to starting their own music festahat will
have the same benefits and create monies into cberoay
through the arts, that will have people who are iognto visit
us stay a few more days. | know there’'s a projecHaines
Junction that has a stay-an-extra-day at the bakwzye. |
know Carcross is interested in doing things, ad asebifferent
communities.

Just to keep my comments short, | look forwardpensl-
ing some time with the minister and building on guecesses
we do have.

Hon. Mr. Nixon: I do thank the member opposite for
the question. This is something that has come wop,only
since we were elected, but also during the campdigere are
people who are very envious of Whitehorse and DawSity
for the amount of attention they get. As | mentibrie the
member opposite, | am open and willing to sit damd talk to
stakeholders, not just in Whitehorse and Dawsory, Giut
throughout the territory as a whole. We have ameiible op-

in Dawson and hearing more about the marke

| do appreciate the comments of the hon-

portunity to promote the Yukon and everything it ha offer,
including looking at the winter sports, summer $pohiking,
biking and camping. We can go on for hours and $idaut it is
important for us to promote the Yukon as a wholeé promote
each community equally.

I am looking forward to meeting with Kluane and erth
ridings and areas to see what can be developednéé to
have those conversations.

Chair: Is there any further debate?

Having concluded general debate on Vote 54, Demartm
of Tourism and Culture, Committee of the Whole withw
proceed to line-by-line consideration of Vote 54.

Mr. Barr: Pursuant to Standing Order 14.3, | request
the unanimous consent of Committee of the Wholéetem all
lines in Vote 54, Department of Tourism and Culfwieared
or carried, as required.

Unanimous consent re deeming all lines in Vote 54,
Department of Tourism and Culture, cleared or
carried

Chair: Mr. Barr has requested the unanimous consent
of Committee of the Whole to deem all lines in Véig De-
lpartment of Tourism and Culture, cleared or carriasl re-
quired. Are you agreed?
All Hon. Members:  Agreed.
Chair: Unanimous consent has been granted.
On Operation and Maintenance Expenditures
Total Operation and Maintenance Expenditures in the
amount of $1,852,000 agreed to

On Capital Expenditures

Total Capital Expenditures in the amount of $1,125,000
agreed to

Department of Tourism and Culture agreed to

Chair: The next item for consideration by Committee
of the Whole is Vote 53, Department of Energy, Mirend
Resources.

Department of Energy, Mines and Resources

Hon. Mr. Cathers: In the interest of time, we don't
need to take the standard break for officials. dnmbers are
agreeable to beginning, | will also truncate myripg remarks
from what | had originally intended to give, in therest of
providing the ability for members to ask questioakted to
the department. There are a few things relatechtovarview
that I will mention to aid members, both in askiggestions
and perhaps in following up with any issues or tjoas after
the sitting.

The supplementary budget for the Department of @gner
Mines and Resources reflects adjustments madesta@hl-12
budget, as Energy, Mines and Resources works toagean
Yukon’s natural resources and ensure integrateoures and
land use. For this supplementary budget, Energyebliand
Resources requests an overall $949,000 reductiap@fation
and maintenance expenditures and an increase ¢dGB%or
capital expenditures.

In addition, this supplementary budget reflectsadjust-
ment of expected revenues that EMR will collecs tygar with
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an increase of $1.4 million in fees related to guand placer
mining. Energy, Mines and Resources, of coursetritanes to
the Yukon government’s goal of building a stronyedsified

economy that benefits all Yukoners. One of the &mas sup-
porting the Yukon economy, of course, is minergblesation

and development. We're proud of the fact that ouremal in-

dustry has helped make the Yukon economy one obéisé in

the country and has helped the territory survie worldwide

economic downturn with actually an increase in economy,

which is a very rare thing in the world as a whole.

The Yukon’s domestic product growth rate in 201%xs
pected to be between three and four percent. Toiddibe the
eighth, following seven previous years of growthréal GDP.
The Yukon now has the fourth lowest unemploymet ia
Canada at — actually, it has been updated sincenotgs. |
believe we're now tied for the lowest unemploymesite in
Canada at five percent. Retail trade has jumpegetdent in
the past year, largely due to economic activitpted to min-
ing: mineral production from three hardrock minbatthave
begun operating since 2007. The mineral productiaoe is
nearly $420 million, compared to just zero five ngeago and it
employs more than 650 people.

Development expenditures at the three producingesnin
are expected to reach $150 million. A few detafighat in-
clude the Minto mine producing 40 million poundscafpper
each year, along with 30,000 ounces of gold. ThikeBeno
mine is Canada’s only primary silver producer aniih up to
1,000 grams of silver per tonne, is one of the ésghgrade
silver mines in the world.

The Wolverine mine is expected to achieve full prcithn
early next year, producing lead, zinc and silvdr.oAthese, of
course, have a great future in front of them aedmportant to
the development of the Yukon economy. In additiorthtese
three operating mines, we have another four majoesin the
permitting stage, which, together, could employaaiditional
1,000 people, providing additional economic growathd op-
portunity for Yukon people in businesses. Therease three
more major mining projects in feasibility.

Clearly, the Yukon’s mineral sector is having aifes
impact on our territory and contributing to the kityeof life of
all Yukoners. As we indicated and emphasized indileetion
and in our election platform, that does, of couseate chal-
lenges associated with a growing economy and wigrang
resource sector. But considering the situation thath of the
rest of the world is in — looking to the United ®&t®or Europe
as examples of the worldwide economic downturn —isit
much better to be in the situation that the Yuksrini— to
have the challenges associated with a strong ecpmather
than the challenges associated with a weak orpitig econ-
omy or to be in the situation of some European tioes)
which are at risk of defaulting on their debt, @hd European
Union, as an entity itself, at risk of having ther@ as a cur-
rency lose stability and have that entire strucfalleapart.

Moving directly back to the budget itself, for teapple-
mentary estimate, Energy, Mines and Resources oper@nd
maintenance expenditures, as | noted, are $94¢¥30than the
main estimates, bringing the revised budget to%&4llion. In

addition to reflecting some adjustments in eacla dceoffset
increased fuel costs, our O&M expenditures incladme sig-
nificant departmental initiatives. The $412,000 O&irease
in sustainable resources includes a $349,000 rexfofiending

for the Agriculture branch in anticipation of inesed expendi-
tures this year as implementation continues onrea@aYukon
Growing Forward policy agreement. As part of thetezharing
agreement, 60 percent of the funding, or $209,0010 be re-

covered from Canada, and this adjustment has ledlected in

the revenue section of the supplementary budget.

The Growing Forward program provides the meansnto i
plement programs and initiatives that support dgwelent of a
profitable and sustainable Yukon agricultural irtdpisind con-
tribute to our goal, as emphasized in the YukornyPalection
platform, of increasing local production of fooddataeking
measures including supporting the developing afastfucture
that improves food security and facilitates actesnarkets.

With Growing Forward fully underway, project fundin
has been allocated in areas including agro-enviestat initia-
tives, food safety, northern innovation and makkad agricul-
tural development. Growing Forward funding has besed to
support the Fireweed community farmers market envthite-
horse waterfront, develop market opportunities flesmers in
the Klondike and develop community garden projéctboth
Dawson City and Old Crow. There are many more exesnp
but in the interest of time | am truncating my reksa Individ-
ual farm operators have accessed funding to mate $afety
and environmental upgrades, including efficiencypiave-
ments to irrigation systems, water quality improesns, fenc-
ing to improve grazing of livestock and fencingptotect crops
from predation by wildlife. These unique Yukon iaftves
ensure that our sector contributes to Yukon sosigixiorities
and is proactive in managing risks.

Another element that | would like to point to withthe
supplementary budget is within the sustainablewess area
— an additional $53,000 allocation for the Forestidgement
branch’s work on forest pest management. The Fdviest-
agement branch and First Nations to mitigate thgaich of the
spruce bark beetle outbreak.

The funding in this budget in that area supportskway
the Champagne and Aishihik First Nations to undertelear-
ing and regeneration work on a number of siteh@Haines
Junction area. This important work reduces the ofskildfire,
restores access to areas of cultural importance sapgorts
development of forest-based enterprises.

The largest O&M adjustment for Energy, Mines and Re
sources within the supplementary budget is an dv8da45
million reduction for the Oil and Gas and Mineraéd®urces
division. This overall reduction includes a $1.3lmin budget
adjustment for the Assessment and Abandoned Miresch
work at the Faro mine complex. Energy, Mines anddReces
continues to lead efforts to address environmessales at the
Faro mine, including managing on-site operatiors the long-
term remediation plan development. This includegeligming
cost-effective approaches to protect the envirorinaea hu-
man health and safety at the former Faro mine,entigximiz-
ing training, employment and business opportunitighin the
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Yukon. Based on a preliminary cost adjustment fone spe-
cific repairs on the site, the adjustment in thigidpet reflects an
anticipated change to the Assessment and Abandbtiees
branch annual budget of approximately $25 milliés my
colleague, the Minister of Environment, noted tombers ear-
lier today, this area of money for remediation b&adoned
mines is flow-through money from the federal goveemt.

includes an additional allocation of $99,000 for@wate Ser-
vices information and technology equipment andesyst This
allocation is split between Forest Management Wraard the
Yukon Geological Survey. For both, the funding vatihance
computer systems integration and allow and fatdithetter
utilization of current data bases in order to bptbvide better
client services and to better enable us to manageesources

We perform that work pursuant to an arrangemenh wit appropriately.

Canada so we do administer it; we manage it. Thaemas
100-percent recoverable from Canada and becaubke ofture
of the different work going on at different projectotably
Faro and Mount Nansen, the actual budget allocstinrthis
area fluctuate on a year-to-year basis, based @&t piojects
are ongoing, when contracts start and when wodoispleted
by contractors in this area. So this is an area ithembers,
particularly new members of this House, will noticefuture
budgets. This area will be one that has significdiainge, both
from year to year, on an annual and within yeargdeting,
depending on the work that's underway on the gro&udding
for the Faro mine complex, as | noted, is 100-p&rcecover-
able from Canada.

Another area that | would like to point to for mesnb in
the supplementary budget is the operation and evzince
adjustment for Oil and Gas and Mineral Resourcessidn
budget also includes an increase of $36,000 folrthi@n min-
ing incentive program. This is a program that pdegi financial
and technical assistance to support prospectinggeaskroots
exploration activities in the Yukon.

To support prospecting and grassroots exploratuaivia
ties in the Yukon, this year the program made atixel
$570,000 to eligible prospectors and exploratiomganies to
support a total of 34 exploration projects; 74 patoof these
funds were allocated to individuals versus minimgnpanies
which had been the case in the past.

Again, what | would note is that this has beenmapdrtant
tool in the development of the Yukon’'s mineral neses.
Many in the mineral sector — including Shawn Ryaro
discovered the White Gold deposit that led to gdgrart of our
significant boom in the mining exploration actiegi — have
credited support of YMIP for supporting the ongogrgssroots
exploration or the early stage, | should say, gshage explora-
tion. YMIP is administered by the Yukon Geologi&lrvey
branch.

Another area | would like to highlight is the opegiof the
H.S. Bostock Geological Core Library. Recently, elfysand
our Member of Parliament Ryan Leef and | annountex
opening of that. That is a facility that will beadsto provide
geologists and prospectors access to rock andcdrid collec-
tions in the Yukon and is a significant improvementthe fa-
cilities that existed prior to that. That money wa®vided
through contribution from the federal governmerd avill pro-
vide us benefit going forward, | am confident.

Moving on to capital allocations, the supplementasyi-
mate increases the department’s overall capitadrdipures by
$39,000. In addition to a $50,000 reduction in etpe costs
for Forest Management branch’'s forestry road erging
work, the adjustment contained in this supplemgnbardget

This supplementary budget includes some notablestd]
ments to Energy, Mines and Resources anticipateentes.
Revenue estimates for placer mining fees have bexeased
by $10,000 and revenues from quartz mining fees laases
have been increased by $1.4 million, to an expetdéal of
$2.3 million for the 2011-12 fiscal year. While thavalued by
the Government of Yukon, | want to emphasize thit on the
lives of Yukoners that the increase in industryivtst has the
most impact. In these areas, the employment thabigded by
both the placer and the quartz industries is vergartant to
the territory and the people employed by that itighishe peo-
ple who own companies in that industry and, of seulyukon-
ers who provide services to those industries. Thgsgations
are providing quality employment, training and Inesis
opportunities for Yukoners, both within Whitehorsad in
rural Yukon, and the most positive benefits to Ylukon come
from direct jobs through the service and supplyaec

It is estimated that the 140 placer mines that aiperin
the Yukon last year employed about 450 workersgererated
roughly 600 jobs in related service and hospitaigtors. The
fiscal benefit to the Yukon government is not priityethrough
fees or royalties, but from the income and busitasss from
that sector and, of course, the overall societalefis are
through Yukoners who are employed, who are earaitiging,
who are able to feed their families, put their kideough col-
lege and so on and so on.

It is challenging to be successful in placer minihgke
gold prices, the price of fuel has increased draaidy in re-
cent years. There are also increased operating celstted to
more stringent federal regulation, and labour awek-grade
ground all affect the profitability of this indugtiPlacer mining
remains a key contributor to the Yukon's economyl arf
course has often been referred to as the Yukorvalguit of
the “family farm.”

Similarly, the $1.4 million | mentioned in quartzining
fee and lease revenue increases signals the gavithsiness
and employment opportunities for Yukon, and ovedGanil-
lion has been spent on mineral exploration in the&on in
2011, marking the second year in a row Yukon’s mahe-
dustry has broken records for exploration and clsiiaking.

Up until the end of October of this year, over DO®)
claims had been staked in 2011. This part of th@oeation
process, the physical staking of claims, is nowrested in this
current year to be a $40-million industry.

In addition to indirect employment and businessoopmi-
ties, this exploration spending has provided mbant1,200
direct jobs in Yukon. This has been tremendousiydrtant for
Yukon communities and provided real benefit to mamkon-
ers.
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A final piece of the revenue section of the budgsbuld
like to draw members’ attention to is the additafr$229,000
to the Assessment and Abandoned Mines branch witksf
from the Curragh Resources environmental trust.

This fund has been transferred to the Departmerinsf
ergy, Mines and Resources by the former fund tesste rec-
ognition of the lead role the department playsddrassing the
historic liabilities of the Faro mine. While a pess for alloca-
tion of these funds has not yet been establisthedfunds will
be used to support innovative approaches that thepocal
community build upon the opportunities created dapediation
work at the Faro mine.

In conclusion, this supplementary budget providesip-
date on some of the government’s work to build,psupand
appropriately manage a diversified natural reso@oenomy
that benefits all Yukoners. As this budget showsgergy,
Mines and Resources works across a wide rangesoflree
sectors, supporting diverse economic growth anduppities
and has a very important role as one of the primegylators
— it is fair to say, the primary regulator — of iities both on
the land base and use of our natural resourceserelopment
of our natural resources in a responsible manner.

While the hardrock sector, the quartz sector, efrtfining
industry is booming, we are also seeing the rissigfificant
opportunities in agriculture and forestry. For thenefit of all
Yukoners, we will continue our efforts toward sig#rening
Yukon’s investment climate, encouraging privatet@eén-
vestment, providing regulatory certainty and sufipgr the
diversification of the Yukon economy.

In conclusion, Madam Chair, | appreciate the wiikt the
staff of Energy, Mines and Resources do to suppartecon-
omy, to manage the economy. There are also a nuaflstg-
nificant platform commitments and announcementsnfiihe
2011 election that the Department of Energy, Miaad Re-
sources is tasked with delivering, either solelwih the assis-
tance of other departments or in a supporting tlether de-
partments. | want to thank the department stafftifer good
work they do.

| believe time is short but | would be remiss iflitl not
draw attention specifically to one key area of folah com-
mitments in which Energy, Mines and Resources piayery
important role. That relates to the developmenlaafl, espe-
cially for the purposes of housing but also foresthreas, in-
cluding agriculture and tourism and other sectdrthe com-
mercial economy.

The Department of Energy, Mines and Resources,
course, through our Agriculture branch, our Landankbe-
ment branch and through the Land Planning brankyspa
significant role in doing this management. We dse aespon-
sible for regional land use planning, as the leadeghment
department for conducting that work. These matessall very
important to the Yukon economy and again, in thefdime
that | have left, | would like to point to specifexamples, in-
cluding the commitment that the Yukon governmentena-

Termination of sitting as per Standing Order 76(1)
Chair: Order please.

The time has reached 5:00 p.m. on this, the niath af
the 2011 fall sitting. Members will be aware thhe tHouse
gave unanimous consent on December 1, 2011, tdathisit-
ting closing on today’s date. Also the House at timae agreed
by unanimous consent that the provisions of Stap@irder 76
should apply on this date in the same fashion #sigfclosing
day had been established pursuant to Standing @&der

Standing Order 76(1) states, "On the day that thgef-
bly has reached the maximum number of days allddatethat
Sitting pursuant to Standing Order 75, the Chaithef Com-
mittee of the Whole, if the Assembly is in Comnmettef the
Whole at the time, shall interrupt proceedings:80%.m. and,
with respect to each Government Bill before Conmemsitthat
the Government House Leader directs to be caltell: s

“(a) put the question on any amendment then betioee
Committee;

“(b) put the gquestion, without debate or amendmenta
motion moved by a Minister that the bill, includiad clauses,
schedules, title and preamble, be deemed to be aeddar-
ried,

“(c) put the question on a motion moved by a Miglighat
the hill be reported to the Assembly, and,

“(d) when all bills have been dealt with, recakt8peaker
to the Chair to report on the proceedings of then@dtee.”

It is the duty of the Chair to now conduct the besis of
Committee of the Whole in a manner directed by &itagn Or-
der 76(1). The Chair would now ask the Governmeoudé
Leader to indicate the government bills now befGoanmittee
of the Whole, which should be called.

Hon. Mr. Cathers: Madam Chair, the government di-
rects that Bill No. 2, entitle@ourth Appropriation Act, 2010-
11, and Bill No. 3,entitledSecond Appropriation Act, 2011-12,
be called at this time.

Bill No. 2: Fourth Appropriation Act, 2010-11 —
continued

Chair: The Committee will now deal with Bill No. 2,
entitledFourth Appropriation Act, 2010-11.

The Committee will now deal with Bill No. 2, enttd
Fourth Appropriation Act, 2010-11.

The Chair will now recognize Mr. Pasloski as thersor
of Bill No. 2 for the purpose of moving a motionrpuant to
Standing Order 76(1)(b).

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: I move that all clauses, schedules
and the title of Bill No. 2, entitledrourth Appropriation Act,
0%010—11, be deemed to be read and carried.

Chair: It has been moved by Mr. Pasloski that all
clauses, schedules and the title of Bill No. 2jtkeat Fourth
Appropriation Act, 2010-11, be deemed to be read and carried.
As no debate or amendment is permitted, | shall patvthe
question. Are you agreed?

Motion agreed to

On Operation and Maintenance Expenditures

Total Operation and Maintenance Expenditures in the
amount of $4,090,000 agreed to

On Capital Expenditures

Total Capital Expenditures in the amount of $2,000
agreed to
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Clause 1 and 2 agreed to Chair’s report
Schedules A and B agreed to Ms. McLeod: Mr. Speaker, Committee of the Whole
Titleagreed to has considered Bill No. Fourth Appropriation Act, 2010-11,

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: Madam Chair, | move that you
report Bill No. 2, entitled=ourth Appropriation Act, 2010-11,
without amendment.

Chair: It has been moved by Mr. Pasloski that Bill No.
2, entitled Fourth Appropriation Act, 2010-11, be reported
without amendment. As no debate or amendment isitied, |
shall now put the question. Are you agreed?

Motion agreed to

Bill No. 3: Second Appropriation Act, 2011-12 —
continued

Chair: The Committee will now deal with Bill No. 3,
Second Appropriation Act, 2011-12.

The Chair will now recognize Mr. Pasloski as thersor
of Bill No. 3 for the purpose of moving a motionrpuant to
Standing Order 76(1)(b).

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: Madam Chair, | move that all
clauses, schedules and the title of Bill No. 3jtlkent Second
Appropriation Act, 2011-12, be deemed to be read and carried.

Chair: It has been moved by Mr. Pasloski that all
clauses, schedules and the title of Bill No. 3jtlkent Second

Appropriation Act, 2011-12, be deemed to be read and carried

As no debate or amendment is permitted, | shalltipeitques-
tion. Are you agreed?

Motion agreed to

On Operation and Maintenance Expenditures

Total Operation and Maintenance Expenditures in the
amount of $22,925,000 agreed to

On Capital Expenditures

Total Capital Expendituresin the amount of $29,073,000
agreed to

Clause 1 and 2 agreed to

Schedules A and B agreed to

Titleagreed to

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: Madam Chair, | move that you
report Bill No. 3, entitledSecond Appropriation Act, 2011-12,
without amendment.

Chair: It has been moved by Mr. Pasloski that Bill No.
3, entitled Second Appropriation Act, 2011-12, be reported
without amendment. As no debate or amendment isitied, |
shall now put the question. Are you agreed?

Motion agreed to

Chair: As all government bills identified by the Gov-
ernment House Leader have now been decided upaniy
duty to rise and report to the House.

Soeaker resumes the Chair

Termination of sitting as per Standing Order 76(2)
Speaker: 1 will call the House to order. May the House
have a report from the Chair of Committee of Whole?

and directed me to report it without amendment. $fyeaker,
Committee of the Whole has also considered Bill 8{&econd
Appropriation Act, 2011-12, and has directed me to report it
without amendment.

Speaker:  You have heard the report from the Chair of
Committee of the Whole. Are you agreed?

All Hon. Members: Agreed.

Speaker: | declare the report carried.

Members will be aware that the House gave unanimous
consent on December 1, 2011 to this fall sittingsiclg on to-
day's date. Also, the House at that time agreedrm@nimous
consent that the provisions of Standing Order &l sipply on
this date, in the same fashion as if this closiatgdad been
established pursuant to Standing Order 75. Stan@rder
76(2)(d), states, “On the sitting day that the Asisly has
reached the maximum number of sitting days allatébe that
Sitting pursuant to Standing Order 75, the Speakehe As-
sembly, when recalled to the Chair after the Hdwee been in
the Committee of the Whole, shall:

(d) with respect to each Government Bill standimgtioe
Order Paper for Third Reading and designated toatled by
the Government House Leader,

(i) receive a motion for Third Reading and passafge
the bill, and

(i) put the question, without debate or amendment,
that motion.”

| shall, therefore, ask the Government House Letaler-
dicate whether Bill No. 3 and Bill No. 2, the ordgvernment
bills now standing at third reading, should beezll

Hon. Mr. Cathers: Mr. Speaker, the government di-
rects that Bill No. 2, entitlefFourth Appropriation Act, 2010-
11, and Bill No. 3, entitlecsecond Appropriation Act, 2011-12,
be called for third reading at this time.

GOVERNMENT BILLS

Bill No. 2: Third Reading —
2010-11

Clerk: Third reading, Bill No. 2, standing in the name
of the Hon. Mr. Pasloski.

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: I move that Bill No. 2, entitled
Fourth Appropriation Act, 2010-11, be now read a third time
and do pass.

Speaker: It has been moved by the Hon. Premier that
Bill No. 2, entitledFourth Appropriation Act, 2010-11, be now
read a third time and do pass. As no debate or dment is
permitted, | shall now put the question. Are yoveagl?

Some Hon. Members:  Agreed.

Speaker: | believe the yeas have it.

Motion for third reading of Bill No. 2 agreed to

Speaker: | declare the motion carried and that Bill No.
2 has passed this House.

Fourth Appropriation Act,



December 15, 2011

HANSARD

261

Bill No. 3: Third Reading —

Act, 2011-12
Clerk:

of the Hon. Mr. Pasloski.
Hon. Mr. Pasloski:

Second Appropriation

Third reading, Bill No. 3, standing in the name

Administrator:
ated by the Clerk.
I would also like to take this opportunity to wiah mem-
bers a very merry Christmas and happy holiday sedsalso

| hereby assent to the bills as enumer-

I move that Bill No. 3, entitled wish all members rewarding and productive delibenatin the

Second Appropriation Act, 2011-12, be now read a third time year ahead. Thank you.

and do pass.
Speaker:
Bill No. 3, entitledSecond Appropriation Act, 2011-12, be now
read a third time and do pass. As no debate or dment is
permitted, | shall now put the question. Are yoveagl?
Some Hon. Members:  Division.
Division
Speaker:  Division has been called.
Bells

Speaker:  Mr. Clerk, please poll the House.

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: Agree.

Hon. Mr. Cathers: Agree.

Hon. Ms. Taylor: Agree.

Hon. Mr. Graham: Agree.

Hon. Mr. Kent: Agree.

Hon. Mr. Nixon: Agree.

Ms. McLeod: Agree.

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: Agree.

Hon. Mr. Dixon: Agree.

Mr. Hassard: Agree.

Ms. Hanson: Disagree.

Mr. Tredger: Disagree.

Ms. Moorcroft: Disagree.

Ms. White: Disagree.

Ms. Stick: Disagree.

Mr. Barr: Disagree.

Mr. Elias: Disagree.

Mr. Silver: Disagree.

Clerk: Mr. Speaker, the results are 10 yea, 8 nay.

Speaker:  The yeas have it.

Moation for third reading of Bill No. 3 agreed to

Speaker:
3 has passed this House.

Speaker:
this House.

Administrator Cameron enters the Chamber, announced
by the Sergeant-at-Arms

ASSENT TO BILLS
Administrator:
Speaker:

Please be seated.

It has been moved by the Hon. Premier that

| declare the motion carried and that Bill No.

We are now prepared to receive the Admin-
istrator of Yukon to grant assent to the bills whiwave passed

Mr. Administrator, the Assembly has, at its

Administrator |eaves the Chamber

Speaker: | will now call the House to order.

Before we adjourn, on behalf of all members andf stia
this Legislature, | would like to wish all Yukoneaisvery merry
Christmas and a happy and prosperous New Year.

On behalf of myself and my family, | wish my coltpees
and their families a merry Christmas and a wondiexfid ex-
citing New Year.

As the House has reached the maximum number of days
permitted for this fall sitting, as established quant to unani-
mous consent of the House on December 1, 2011,tlend
House has completed consideration of the designatgsia-
tion, it is the duty of the Chair to declare thaistHouse now
stands adjourned.

The House adjourned at 5:15 p.m.

The following Sessional Papers were tabled on Decem
ber 15, 2011:

33-1-24

Yukon Development Corporation 2010 Annual Repod an
Audited Financial Statements

(Cathers)

33-1-25
Yukon Energy Corporation 2010 Annual Report and Au-
dited Financial Statements (Cathers)

33-1-26

Public Accounts 2010 — 2011 of the Government dkofu
for the year ended March 31, 2011

(Pasloski)

The following Filed Documents were tabled on Decem-
ber 15, 2011:

33-1-6
Select Committee on Whistle-blower Protection: dett

present session, passed certain bills to whicthénname and (dated December 14, 2011) from Hon. Brad Cathecsie®-

on behalf of the Assembly, | respectfully requestryassent.
Clerk: Fourth Appropriation Act, 2010-11; Second
Appropriation Act, 2011-12.

ment House Leader to Mr. Tredger, MLA Mayo-Tatcrand
Ms. Hanson, MLA Whitehorse Centre (Cathers)



