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Yukon Legislative Assembly
Whitehorse, Yukon
Thursday, March 15, 2012 — 1:00 p.m.

Speaker: I will now call the House to order. We will
proceed at this time with prayers.

Prayers

Speaker’s statement

Speaker:
esteemed members, visitors young and old, fellowoviers,
this is the start of the 2012 spring sitting of 88 Legislative
Assembly. We've had some time to get to know onetteer,
having first convened as newly elected memberseaoember
of last year. | stood then, as | stand now, to nehyiou about
the trust you carry on behalf of every Yukon resid@o matter
their political preferences or their fundamentdidss.

As | look to the gallery and the visitors here,nlokv you
folks want us — despite our innermost passion —adbwith
dignity, fairness and respect. This is not to &t tve cannot
press home our points with vigour and confidence. Wére,
after all, elected on particular platforms and gverember
must be true to their platform, but it is vital fmessing these
points that we always recognize our larger corestity in each
deliberation. | want every Yukoner and every visito be es-
pecially proud of this Assembly, to know that thédlic trust is
in good hands. That's why I'm looking directly atwthe gal-
lery, because you are the folks who will — at amyeg time
— determine our value and, ultimately, our relevanc

It bears saying that | am honoured to be the SpedHkéis
Legislative Assembly and | know that every memberthis
Chamber feels a distinct pride that comes withrésponsibil-
ity that you have invested in us not so very logg.aThat's
why | again pledge my utmost to ensure that you lval well-
served by members and Speaker alike. | look forvtarchy
fellow colleagues on both sides of me. | note tbene is set,
that you're ready to discharge that trust. | saigny inaugural
address that | take you to be both decent and hddew, with
a sitting behind us and a second as yet untoudheduld add
that you have proved steadfast in purpose and it ap-
proach. This is the way it should be.

No one needs to tell you that you're in the highgate of
debate that Yukon can provide. You are entitlegidor agen-
das, but others will watch how you conduct yoursslin pur-
suit of those agendas. They will be poised to disrttie best of
intentions and the noblest of sentiments if you bfal to live
up to the decorum that we so carefully promised,cgn so
easily lose.

Fight the good fight. But when the hour is donegklo
around to members on all sides and indicate — hewsubtly
— well fought; together we have put forward the .disfost
importantly, we have kept the public trust, all thiile know-
ing that we must earn it again tomorrow.

In closing, in December | said — and | say agaiw re
that it's the duty of the Speaker to be impartial treat each
member equally and to make rulings that are bothistle and
sound. In exchange, | look forward to this sprifiitjing that

begins with promise and ends with a courage matoinédby
dignity. Yukoners, whether in the gallery or in ithBomes,
deserve nothing less.

And so, to the business that awaits the day.

INTRODUCTION OF PAGES

Speaker: It gives me great pleasure to announce that
the following students will be serving the Housdeggislative
pages for the 2012 spring sitting: Deanna Klubinfré-.H.
Collins Secondary School; Zane Hansell and Katierkgen

Premier Pasloski, leaders of the oppositionfom porter Creek Secondary School: Sruthee Govwida

Midhula Kalpak and Liam Finnegan from Vanier Caib&ec-
ondary School.

Today we have with us Sruthee. | ask the membengeto
come her to the House at this time.

Applause

Withdrawal of motions
Speaker:  The Chair wishes to inform the House of a

change that has been made to the Order Paper. Mdtio27,
standing in the name of the Member for Copperbeiitls has
been removed from the Order Paper. Motion No. 28rsdo a
bill that was before the Parliament of Canada whetice of
Motion No. 27 was given; however, the Governor Gehkas
granted royal assent to that bill.

DAILY ROUTINE

Speaker:  We will now proceed with the Order Paper.
Are there any tributes?

TRIBUTES
In remembrance of John James Van Bibber

Mr. Silver: Mr. Speaker, | rise today on behalf of the
Legislative Assembly to pay tribute to the life mdspected
elder, John James Van Bibber, or “J.J.”, as he affestion-
ately known.

J.J. was born under a spruce tree along the Palbr i
1920, one of 14 children of Ira and Eliza Van Biblkde grew
up in the Pelly Crossing area and has lived in Maite-
horse and Dawson during his long life.

He lived on the land in his earlier years, as amify lived
the traditional lifestyle. He spent many happy gebunting
and trapping with his brothers.

J.J. loved taking pictures and began, at the ade3 o#ith
a Jiffy Kodak Six-16 camera that he bought in apsimDaw-
son City. Throughout his lifetime, he had a cameith him
wherever he went. He has left a significant vishiatory by
capturing his friends and family and their way ib¢ — their
adventures, their jobs and their Yukon. The phaplhs and
oral history transcripts have been preserved idtheand Clara
Van Bibber collection in the Tr'ondék Hwéch’in gonenent
archives. In addition, very recently, J.J. recodnteny of his
memories and adventures, which, along with his giraiphs,
have been compiled in a book entitléd/Vas Born Under a
Spruce Tregthat his family is working to have published. We
look forward to seeing his wonderful life portrayedpictures
and stories in the very near future.
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J.J. led a diverse and interesting life. He wasppter, a
homesteader and a store owner. He piloted rivesboatthe
Yukon and ran heavy equipment, putting in roadsughout
the northern Yukon. J.J. also tried his hand ateslanining.
J.J. was an honourary Canadian Ranger. During duorfsl
World War, J.J. joined the Northern Pacific Rang288 Com-
pany, which later evolved into the Canadian Rangkds was
made an honourary member of the Canadian Rangérfirbt
and foremost, J.J. was a family man.

Known as a great storyteller, J.J. loved to tdbgeof ad-
ventures from his younger years. It was a privilegésten to
J.J. share his remarkable stories, adventures ifntessons.
During the summer, he could be found telling hiwists at the
cultural centre and at the Tombstone TerritoriatkRasitors
centre. Visitors were treated to Labrador tea ahiseory les-
son on what the life of a trapper was like in thenibstone
Mountains 60 years ago.

One of his favourite stories, and mine, that heatbto tell
was how he and his siblings came to school in DawSiy.
His father and mother put them on a log raft inyPahd they
floated downriver with the oldest child in char¢@ and Eliza
reasoned that there was no point in paying for lpzeisage
when the river was running in that direction anyway

J.J. was part of one of the Yukon’s largest aboalgfami-
lies — a family known for their longevity. Five bfs siblings
are still living. J.J. and Clara, his wife of 62aye, had four
children. He was a good family man and took a gdeal of
pride in his family. J.J. lived a very full life.eHhad a great
spirit for life and he was always a happy, kind aadng man
with a great sense of humour and a positive outtmokfe.

The Yukon has lost a great man and mentor. J.Jeftaen
indelible mark and we're all better for having knmowim. He
will be greatly missed.

To his son and daughter, grandchildren,
grandchildren and his siblings, we wish to extend deepest
sympathy for your loss. In time, may the love that share as
a family and your special memories help to bringnfamt
through these difficult times.

Mahsi’ cho. Gunilschish, J.J. Van Bibber.

In tribute to First Nation relationships with
governments

Ms. Hanson: It is with great pleasure that | rise on
behalf of the New Democrat Official Opposition tayptribute
to the wisdom of the many people who dedicated theds to
creating the basis for a new relationship betweekoYi First
Nation people and their governments and the goventsnof
Yukon and Canada.

One of the cornerstones of that new relationshhpis we
together have come to understand that, by theevidiiour
common luck to live in this beautiful part of therd, we are
truly part of the land, part of the water. In pautar, we pay
tribute to those Yukoners who have risen to thdlehge and
accepted the responsibility placed on them to cetapthePeel
Watershed Regional Land Use Plan.

Mr. Speaker, it is useful to recall that the Peelt®¥vshed
Planning Commission was made up of people appoimyeds
— by the governments of Yukon and the First Nationgpay-

ing tribute to those who have dedicated over a-thetfade of
their lives to working on the Final Recommendektl Water-
shed Regional Land Use Pla# it is the voice of the people
who took on the task on our behalf that should drmount. It
is out of respect for them that this tribute rel@stheir words
and their message.

The planning commission acknowledged in their final
submission that no plan will please all people hseanot all
water resource conflicts can be resolved to ever'gosatisfac-
tion. This has clearly not changed. No Yukon laagsc or
Yukon planning exercise has received as much publice as
the Peel watershed.

To understand why we, as citizens of this territamwe
such a debt of gratitude to our fellow citizensisituseful to
revisit the path that the commission followed teate the final
recommended plan. The mandate of Beel Watershed Re-
gional Land Use Plars established by th&lmbrella Final
AgreementAs individuals and as a body, they understood the
overall responsibility was to further the publicogoin a way
consistent with the settlement agreements and fio¢@esen-
tatives of the parties involved.

Mr. Speaker, chapter 11 of thenbrella Final Agreement
along with other chapters of tHémbrella Final Agreement
helped the commission to understand that sustairdglelop-
ment and integrated management are the basis odryldnd
use planning.

TheUmbrella Final Agreemerdnd the commission’s gen-
eral terms of reference were their foundation dosnis —
their constitution. You know, Mr. Speaker, the gahéerms of
reference for the plan set out a number of goald,they said
that this group of people — our neighbours, owerfds — was
to establish a plan that would promote the pubtiody— that
is, promote the well-being of all Yukon citizens. was to

greatminimize actual or potential land use conflictseTflan was to

promote the cultural values of the First Nationzeibs. It was
also to promote sustainable development, in paoutih inte-
grated resource management, and it was to recogtlizzo-
nomic potential in the planning region.

Mr. Speaker, sustainable development is the oueirzgc
goal of this plan. It is defined by thémbrella Final Agreement
as beneficial socio-economic change that does ndemmine
the ecological and social systems upon which conithesrand
societies are dependent. Sustainable developmerteis por-
trayed as a balance among environmental, sociakeadomic
interests.

I know, Mr. Speaker, the commissioners to whom-I re
ferred are appointed by all of us. They recogniized kinds of
economic activity. They recognize that there igvégtthat is
sustainable indefinitely, if properly managed — faample,
trapping, fishing, hunting, tourism.

There are some economic activities that are naiasus
able, but from which ecosystems can tolerate avvec Some
kinds of mining and oil and gas development aravgptas of
this. Best management practices and effective negto make
this possible in some, but not all areas. They edsognize that
there are some economic activities that are naamable and
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can cause irreparable and unacceptable impactsasysem
integrity — or on communities.

At the outset, Mr. Speaker, | said we offer thibute to
those Yukoners who took on the task of completimgReel

Much has been discussed in the past weeks aboldarthe Watershed Regional Land Use Plgreople who are, as they

guage used to describe what guides the consultatiocess.
The commission’s first effort, when they were eblshied by
us — by the Government of Yukon and by the Firstidta
governments — was to learn about the issues aedesit in
the planning area — in short, what mattered tolluaral what
was at stake. Based on this, they wrote their st of intent,
which set out how they understood their task — whay were
trying to accomplish in achieving the general goalse state-
ment of intent was made public in the fall of 20@%d is ac-
cepted by the governments, by the parties — thahé Gov-
ernment of Yukon and the four First Nation governise—
with no reservations.

The statement of intent makes plain that wilderrodss-
acteristics, wildlife and their habitats, cultur@sources and
waters are to be maintained over time. It is funeiatally im-
portant to preserve these qualities, they saithenPeel water-
shed.

The commission did not make this up. They did neeit
these values into the process; they heard it gléavin people
experienced in the area. They heard it from thectéd First
Nations, they heard it from nearby communities, dhey
heard it from Yukon people in general. The commissilso
heard that the planning area has significant isterand poten-
tial for minerals and for oil and gas. These fdctsned the
values and intentions that this plan had to addassi$ sought
to promote sustainable development.

The commission determined to take a cautious, cease
tive approach. It recommended preserving much ef Reel
landscape, with the understanding that society calvays
choose to develop in the future, if there was agee on this.
Mr. Speaker, the final recommended plan embodiess dibin-
servative approach. It emphasizes landscape caissrand
leaves an option open for development through cbawroyer
time. This is not fixed. This allows for amendmeimtghe fu-
ture.

So, Mr. Speaker, after much deliberation, the cossion
concluded that its rationale for protecting areas wound in
view of its determination to preserve society’sufet options.
The commission also considered its recommendatonsur-
face access. It decided that surface access isatlypa perma-
nent development and they made the choice to deatysur-
face access until we're clear on how we can da ia ibetter
way.

With this final recommended plan, the Peel Wataishe

Planning Commission concluded its carefully consdenork.
The plan achieves the goals set out for it in a waysistent
with the spirit and intent of thekmbrella Final Agreementit
upholds the principles of sustainable developm&he com-
mission emphasized this plan is not a templatduture plan-
ning in other regions of the Yukon — it is for tReel and, as
such, it is a responsible approach that enablesoivers to
serve as stewards of this extraordinary landsceyffeen this
plan is accepted, future generations will saluteforesight.

reminded us, our fellow Yukoners, parents, graneipa; your
friends and your neighbours. Although they relipom experts
in many fields — mining, environment, tourism anaditional
knowledge — the final recommendations were madé wie
commitment to a basic, common-sense approach shpto-
found.

The commission worked hard to avoid setting up eonf
tations between conflicting interests. They werkedsnot to
respond based on our labels as miners, as enviraahsgs,
tourism operators or politicians, but as caretakiénsill be up
to the political decision-makers of the Yukon Temy to re-
flect carefully on the whole of this land use plamappreciate
the balanced approach it provides.

The commission has offered the Yukon an opportuthidy
few places in the world or Canada have had. Tha tiay
have put before the respective governments is dieteio help
us visualize and achieve the kind of future we wad the
commission has said, we must consider our resptmsenat
they have proposed by asking ourselves how we exjlilain
the decisions we make to our grandchildren. We theen the
honour of our gratitude.

In recognition of International Women’s Day

Mr. Silver: | rise on behalf of the whole Legislative
Assembly to pay tribute to International Women’sy[2012.
In 1977, the United Nations General Assembly adbpae
resolution, calling on member states to proclainday for
women'’s rights and international peace. Followimng UN lead
Canada chose March 8 as International Women'’s Day.

This year's theme for International Women’s Dayeeel
brates the role of women in economic prosperityural, re-
mote and northern regions. We celebrate the milliohCana-
dian women and girls across every province andgtdeyrwho
are integral to life in our rural, remote and nerth communi-
ties.

These women and girls are contributing to the eoooo
prosperity in these regions through their innowatprojects,
such as business networks and training in nontioadil occu-
pations.

What a great week for Dawson City’'s own Meg Walker,
be recognized at Vancouver's Women in Film Festimathe
category of best short documentary by the Nati&iled Board
for her film, Ice Road to TukTo quote another extremely tal-
ented and nationally recognized Dawsonite in the findustry,
Lulu Keating: “There will be nobody who attendea tiestival
who wasn’'t aware of the Yukon invasion.” The Yuksrvery
proud of all the contributions of all the Yukonevio went to
this event.

Women are an integral part of our society and haged
a very important role in our history and in the elepment of
our territory. We recognize the critical role thabmen con-
tinue to play in the prosperity of Canada’s divecsenmuni-
ties. We celebrate the achievements of the womst) peesent
and future. We appreciate all that you do, all theti have
done and the challenges that you face in your gltesgfor
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equality. | would like to commend all women. Yowle and
your journey has not been an easy one, but you baes
strong. We have a strong Canada thanks to thegstreri our
women.

INTRODUCTION OF VISITORS

Speaker: Before | turn the floor over for introduction
of visitors, | have two visitors | would like totmeduce. Leslie
Goring — many of you recognize her from the 25spygars
she has been at the front counter of Plantatiowéil® & Gifts
putting smiles on people’s faces, and her stepfatReger
Voisine, who is a long-time Yukoner. He came herel967,
cut line all the way across Canada and ended ugingpifor
New Imperial mines and just a few years ago wasdtedl into
the Prospectors Hall of Fame as an honorary member.

It is a pleasure to have both of you here today.

Applause

Ms. White: | would invite the House to join me in
welcoming the many citizens, both inside and oetsid the
gallery, to their Legislative Assembly. | want teahk them for
taking time out of their schedules to witness aadigipate in
our democracy.

Applause

Ms. Hanson:
normal — not “normal” — the citizens and the resitdeof the
Yukon, | want to specifically invite the House toelsome
Donovan Allum. Donovan is a member of the Katimawi{-
unteers who have been in the Yukon for about twathw
They have been working in Dawson, and currently @am is
working with the food bank. His father is a Membéthe Leg-
islative Assembly of Manitoba. Donovan, welcome.

Applause

Mr. Silver:
all the members of this House to join me in welaognthe
family and friends of the late J.J. Van Bibber. apdve have:
Andrew Van Bibber, grandson; Shannon Van Bibbeandr
daughter; J.J. Van Bibber, great-grandson; PatBibkber, Sr.,
brother; Alex Van Bibber, brother; Shirley Ellisiene; Carol
Van Bibber, niece; Karen Van Bibber, niece; Shedfernier,
niece; Geraldine Van Bibber, niece; Kathy Van Bihbgece;
and we also have friends Tim Piironen and friendrebParry.

Applause

Mr. Elias:
members to join me in welcoming my two sons to gadery
— Bohdi Elias and Johnny Elias — also relatived.df

Applause

Mr. Elias:
ask all members to join me in welcoming a formerAif this
Legislature and former Liberal leader: Mr. Arthuiitéhell in
the gallery today.

Applause

Mr. Speaker, with your indulgence | ask

With your indulgence as well, | would also

Mr. Elias:  Also with your indulgence, Mr. Speaker — |
came into the gallery today noticing that | haveesal elemen-
tary school and high school teachers — too mamnyatne and
you know who you are. | would just like all membéuwsjoin
me in welcoming them as well.

Applause

TABLING RETURNS AND DOCUMENTS

Speaker:  The Chair has for tabling théukon Human
Rights Panel of Adjudicators 2010-11 Annual Repwtiich is
being tabled pursuant to subsection 22(8) ofHbenan Rights
Act

Are there any further returns or documents foritg!

Are there any committee reports?

Petitions.
PETITIONS
Petition No. 2 — received
Clerk: | have had the honour to review a petition,

being Petition No. 2 of the First Session of th& 8&gislative
Assembly, as presented by the Member for Takhings
King on December 15, 2011.

This petition meets the requirements as to formthaf
Standing Orders of the Yukon Legislative Assembly.

Speaker:  Petition No. 2, accordingly, is deemed to be

Mr. Speaker, in addition to the many (ead and received.

Are there any other petitions for presentation?
Are there any bills to be introduced?

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS

Bill No. 4: Introduction and First Reading

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: I move that Bill No. 4, entitled
Interim Supply Appropriation Act, 2012-18e now introduced
and read a first time.

Speaker: It has been moved by the Hon. Premier that
Bill No. 4, entitledInterim Supply Appropriation Act, 2012-13
be now introduced and read a first time.

Motion for introduction and first reading of Bill N 4
agreed to

Bill No. 5: Introduction and First Reading

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: I move that Bill No. 5, entitled
Third Appropriation Act, 2011-12e now introduced and read
a first time.

Speaker: It has been moved by the Hon. Premier that
Bill No. 5, entitledThird Appropriation Act, 2011-12be now

Mr. Speaker, with your indulgence, | ask all introduced and read a first time.

Motion for introduction and first reading of Bill &N 5
agreed to

Bill No. 6: Introduction and First Reading

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: I move that Bill No. 6, entitled
First Appropriation Act, 2012-1,3ce now introduced and read
a first time.

Speaker: It has been moved by the Hon. Premier that
Bill No. 6, entitledFirst Appropriation Act, 2012-13be now
introduced and read a first time.
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Motion for introduction and first reading of Bill dN 6
agreed to

Speaker:  Are there any further bills for introduction?
Are there any notices of motion?

NOTICES OF MOTION
Ms. McLeod: | give notice of the following motion:

(2) reject any initiative that undermines the piptes that
are the foundation of theinal Recommended Plan of the Peel
Watershed Planning Commission

Mr. Tredger:
lowing motion:

THAT this House urges the Minister of Energy, Mirzesl
Resources to delay approvals for exploration ancldement

Mr. Speaker, | give notice of the fol-

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon toof oil and gas in the Whitehorse Trough until:

strengthen and diversify the Yukon economy by itingsin
the research, innovation, and commercializationodd climate
technology.

| further give notice of the following motion:

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon te en

hance the availability of job training opportunitiey working
with Yukon College, industry associations, and evern-
ment of Canada.

Further, | give notice of the following motion:

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon tp-su
port the Yukon Wildlife Preserve in their applicati for ac-
creditation by the Canadian Association of Zoos Andari-
ums.

Finally, I give notice of the following motion:

THAT this House urges Air Canada and WestJet, isypu
ing their competitive corporate objectives in Yukdém ensure
the ongoing viability of Air North, Yukon’s airlinés not com-
promised and to negotiate interline and code-shgreements
with Air North.

Ms. Moorcroft: I give notice of the following motion:

THAT this House urges the Yukon government to @i
a public inquiry into the recent carbon monoxidespning
deaths of five Yukon residents to provide the opputy to
review information and report recommendations oittens of
public concern, such as:

(1) fuel oil heating equipment installations andimtex
nance;

(2) compliance with national minimum oil burner eoe-
quirements for safety and environmental protection;

(3) oil burner mechanics training, certificatiorarstiards
and licensing;

(4) industry self-regulation;

(5) Yukon'’s building safety inspections regime;

(6) landlord and tenant legislation and other mattand

(7) improving community safety and preventing fatur
death and injury to persons and harm to properiuikon.

Ms. White: | give natice of the following motion:

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon to:

(1) live up to the principles of the Peel land ypé@nning
process that were jointly agreed to by the Yukomegoment
and the First Nation of Na Cho Nyak Dun, the Vur@witchin
First Nation, the Trondék Hwéch’in, and the GwichTribal
Council; and

(1) land use planning, as mandated byUhebrella Final
Agreementhas been completed;

(2) there has been full disclosure and discussibthe
Yukon Oil and Gas Aa@mendments, including all regulations
and guidelines;

(3) a moratorium has been placed on fracking ardHoed
methane extraction; and

(4) the government has directed that local enesgpds be
prioritized before export as per Yukon’s Energyagtgy.

Mr. Elias:
lowing motion:

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon te ac
knowledge and act on government’s public safetpaasibili-
ties with respect to oil furnace installation ancimtenance
through education, regulation and industry training

Mr. Speaker, | rise to give notice of the fol-

| also give notice of the following motion:

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon tovgh
leadership in green energy by:

(1) investigating opportunities for geothermal gyepro-
jects in the Yukon;

(2) developing a Yukon-wide business plan to immam
such geothermal project opportunities;

(3) leveraging federal green energy funding to mméze
efforts to move Yukon to cleaner, more sustainadergy
through geothermal projects; and

(4) allocating sufficient engineering and developirtéme
and resources to new government, and governmelt}-fawili-
ties so that geothermal energy projects, whereogpigte, may
be included.

Speaker: Is there a statement by a minister?
This brings us to Question Period.

QUESTION PERIOD
Question re: Peel watershed land use plan

Ms. Hanson: Mr. Speaker, in the last election the
Premier repeatedly stated that it would be irresjia to make
his position on the Peel land use plan known uh#l final
round of public consultation had concluded. Nowfobe the
last round of public consultation has even beghe, Yukon
Party has reversed itself. It is now telling Yukmnevhat it
plans for the Peel River watershed through theilateral im-
position of eight new conditions for finalizatiorf the Peel
land use plan.

The Yukon Party government said one thing to getted
and then did another. This is another in a long Ibf broken
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promises. Why did the Premier hide his party’s agefrom
the public?

Hon. Mr. Cathers: Let me remind the Leader of the
Official Opposition of the facts. During the 201le&ion cam-
paign we said that the cost of implementing the mmisgion’s
proposed plan could bankrupt the territory. Weezhthe lead-
ers of the other political parties — including theember —
irresponsible for committing to accept the comnueS pro-
posed plan and we committed to seeking a final pdeirthe
Peel that protects the environment and respectseators of
the economy.

The Yukon government has followed and will continae
follow the process outlined in the First Nationdlimgreements.
During the final stages of consultation with Fil&tions and
the public, we will suggest modifications aimededching our
publicly stated goal of a final plan for the Pdwttprotects the
environment and respects all sectors of the economy

We will continue to fulfill our obligations undehé¢ First
Nation final agreements.

Ms. Hanson: The Premier is avoiding the question.
He’s avoiding answering the question. This govemiseap-
proach completely rewrites the objectives of thmoremended
plan that were negotiated by the parties tollnebrella Final
AgreementPrior to beginning the planning process, all ipart
to the land use plan signed a statement of intexttestablished
guiding principles to achieve sustainable develapmdhe
Yukon government signed on to those principles.

In chapter 11 of the First Nation final agreemeatsgov-
ernments agreed to ensure that the use of Yukah laater
and resources is done in a coordinated and ineyr@ianner
SO as to ensure sustainable development. The gnéstidoes
the Premier believe in the statement of intentesighby all par-
ties and the objectives as set out in chapter thedffmbrella
Final Agreemerit

Hon. Mr. Cathers: Again, I'm compelled to remind
the member of the facts and what was actually dafthg the
election campaign. The Yukon government has foltbwed
will continue to follow the process outlined in tR@st Nation
final agreements. During the 2011 election campaign pub-
licly stated that the cost of implementing the cadssion’s
proposed plan could bankrupt the territory. Weezhthe other
political parties irresponsible for committing tacapt the
commission’s proposed plan and we committed to inge&
final plan for the Peel that protects the environtmand re-
spects all sectors of the economy.

During the final stages of consultations with Fixkdtions
and the public, we will suggest modifications ainadeaching
our stated goal of a final plan for the Peel thatgrts the envi-
ronment and respects all sectors of the economginiAd em-
phasize we will continue to fulfill our obligationsnder the
First Nation final agreements.

Ms. Hanson: | would remind the member opposite
was not the responsibility of the land use planrdagmission
to determine public policy with respect to otheesisr disposi-
tions. This government is choosing to make thisr-fea
mongering, which | suggest is inappropriate.

it

The Peel is one of the last intact boreal ecosystemthe
continent and the Premier’s reversal of the plalh egen the
Peel to new roads, to uranium and coal mining andiltand
gas development. The Yukon Party promised to fhthpour
the commitments the Government of Yukon agreedtthe
land claims agreements. Yet despite that promise,Ylukon
Party government has, at the eleventh hour, regiafseentire
intent of the recommended plan.

I'll ask again for the Premier to speak — to saygiven
his government’s statements and rejection of taemenended
plan, how will his government honour land claimsesggnents
and restore the public trust in the land use plamprocess?

Speaker’s statement

Speaker:  Order. Order please. | would remind the gal-
lery — you are not to participate. Another outblikst that and
I may have to resort to clearing the gallery. Kéwggt in mind,
please.

Hon. Mr. Cathers: One thing | must again remind the
Leader of the NDP about — the member charactetizedov-
ernment’s actions as “fear-mongering.” It is theadler of the
NDP who is engaged in fear-mongering and paintiatigad-
ish pictures and predictions.

Mr. Speaker, again let me remind the member offdlts
and what we said in the 2011 election campaign.iriguthe
2011 election campaign, we said that the cost pfementing
the commission’s proposed plan could bankrupt drdtory.
We called the leaders of the other political partreesponsible
for committing to accept the commission’s plan.

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

Point of order

Speaker: The Member for Takhini-Kopper King, on
the point of order.
Ms. White: | think it's Standing Order19(c) — it's

repetition. This is the third time we've heard thatl think it's
Standing Order 19(c).

Speaker:  Minister of Energy, Mines and Resources, on
the point of order.

Hon. Mr. Cathers: On the point of order, | am ex-
pressing the government’s position in answeringgtiestion.

Speaker’s ruling

Speaker:  There is no point of order. The minister is re-
sponding to the question. The member may contiawesk the
same question, if she so desires.

The minister has the floor.

Hon. Mr. Cathers: In conclusion, | have to remind
the members opposite that what we said in theieteet what
we committed to — is seeking a final plan for theePthat
protects the environment and respects all sectotkeoecon-
omy. We have fulfilled our obligations under thesEiNation
final agreements, and we will continue to do sorilmg the
final stages of consultations with the public, withmmunities
and with First Nations, we will suggest modificatsoaimed at
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reaching our stated goal of a final plan for thelRleat protects
the environment and respects all sectors of thaauy.

Question re:  Peel watershed land use plan

Mr. Tredger:
lion and seven years’ hard work, hundreds of Yukerexer-
cised their democratic rights to participate in Beel land use
planning process through public meetings and pmogidom-
ments. The Yukon government, its departments goebsenta-
tives of the extractive industries were includedhis process.
During the election, the Yukon Party said it wouldrejudice
the process. Now they have abandoned the prodabsheir
agenda in the back door, and are using the puhblisepto pay
for an ongoing wave of full-page newspaper ads. Hhouch
has the government’s Peel ad campaign cost Yukqrayers
so far?

Hon. Mr. Cathers: Again, | have to begin by remind-
ing the member that, in fact, he himself stoochis House last
fall and asked the government to do more to expbainposi-
tion and communicate it to Yukoners. That's whatreveloing,
as government does on many initiatives on an ongbasis.

Again, | remind the member of the facts of what awtu-
ally said during the 2011 election campaign. Wel she cost
of implementing the commission’s proposed plan ddadnk-
rupt the territory. We called the leaders of thkeotpolitical
parties irresponsible for committing to acceptihg tommis-
sion’s proposed plan, and we publicly committedirtyirthe
election campaign to seek a final plan for the Pt protects
the environment and respects all sectors of theany. The
Yukon government has followed, and will continuefatiow,
the process outlined by the First Nation final agnents. Dur-
ing the final stages of consultations with Firsttidlas and the
public, we will suggest modifications aimed at td@ag our
stated goal of a final plan for the Peel that ptstehe envi-
ronment and respects all sectors of the economyh&Ve and
will continue to fulfill our obligations under thEirst Nation
final agreements.

Mr. Tredger:
tion and propaganda.

In the words of the chairman of the Peel Waterdpkaah-
ning Commission, the plan is good public policyitdas written
because it has the result of honest inquiry — seaeapoke, the
people spoke, the issues were analyzed and thegpthe out-
come. | can tell you, Mr. Speaker, | have talkedstomany
Yukoners who have said they felt betrayed when tloeyd
out the Peel plan had been dumped by this govermrRewn-
ple’s trust is broken because, rather than respednclusive
and democratically created plan, the Yukon Partgpending
tax dollars to sell us a whole new approach.

How long can we expect this reckless advertisingn-ca
paign to take the place of good governance?

Hon. Mr. Cathers:
ber for Mayo-Tatchun that, last fall, he asked go®ernment
to do more to communicate our views on the Peai fathe
public. That is what we’re doing, as we advertisenany areas
on an ongoing basis.

| have to point out to the member that we haverejetcted
the plan, as he said, but have indicated our viemwshe plan

Mr. Speaker, at a cost of over $1 mil-

There is a difference between informa-

I have to again remind the mem-

and our intention to suggest modifications aimedeatching
our publicly stated goal of a final plan for theePthat protects
the environment and respects all sectors of the@uy.

During the 2011 election campaign, we said the odst
implementing the commission’s proposed plan cow@dkoupt
the territory. We called the other political pastieresponsible
for committing to accepting the commission’s pragmbglan,
and we committed to seek a final plan for the Rtes protects
the environment and respects all sectors of thea@uy.

We have followed the process; we will continue dtofw
the process; we will continue to fulfill our oblifi@ns under the
First Nation final agreements.

Mr. Tredger: I'll again mention to the minister there
is a difference between information and propagaddawell,
perhaps he has been beating a dead horse longheaadgt’s
time to give us a different answer. Seven yeargafsparent
and earnest work created a balanced plan.

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

Point of order
Speaker:

a point of order.
Hon. Mr. Cathers: | believe that the use of violent ter-

minology has been ruled out of order in the pastneas it ap-

plies to animals.

Minister of Energy, Mines and Resources, on

Speaker’s ruling
Speaker: Watch the use of violent language. Would
the member like to rephrase that?

Mr. Tredger: That'’s fine.

The Yukon Party’s rejection of this work, this pess and
this plan is polarizing people. It's dividing comnities. It's
dividing my friends. It's creating economic uncantg for all
industries, compromising all partners and stakedrsldnd may
even be creating the need for litigation, wherdipartave no
other recourse.

Mr. Speaker, as you can see, Yukoners won't becsie.
Will the minister do the right thing: drop the adntpaign and
accept the Peel watershed plan as good publicyolic

Hon. Mr. Cathers: Again, | point out, the member
knows — or the member ought to know — that the gowveent
has not rejected the plan. The member's own cadlieathe
Member for Copperbelt South, indicated last fadittthe gov-
ernment has the ability to approve the plan, mottifyplan or
reject the plan. The member’'s colleague is coroecthat. As
we have indicated, we have followed the processyillecon-
tinue to do so. During the final stages of considgtes with
First Nations and the public, we will suggest mimdifions
aimed at reaching our stated goal of a final plantfie Peel
that protects the environment and respects allosedaif the
economy.

Again | have to remind the member of what we saidndy
the 2011 election campaign: we said the cost olempnting
the commission’s proposed plan could bankrupt grdtory.
We called the other political parties irresponsifie commit-
ting to accept the commission’s proposed plan. \&famnitted
to seek a final plan for the Peel that protectsaheironment
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and respects all sectors of the economy. The Ydmrern-
ment has followed and will continue to follow theopess out-
lined in the First Nation final agreements. We haiélled our

obligations; we will continue to do so.

Question re: Peel watershed land use plan

Mr. Silver:
large portion of the Yukon public has expressedang at this
Yukon Party government. Every day there are neteretin
our local newspapers condemning the governmentisida to
derail the Peel planning process. There are NG@s basi-
nesses that have expressed their anger and datidsahigh-
lighting the government’s attempt to manipulate Yodrs
through an inappropriate Peel principles advertegntam-
paign. Every day the government continues to wiasgayers’
money on a message that the majority of Yukonemssmufd
want to hear and certainly doesn’'t want to pay Adf.of the
ads direct inquiries to the Department of Energynéd and
Resources, so | direct my questions to the minigtgponsible.

How can the minister justify using taxpayers’ daddl to
pay for a campaign designed to convince the peoplthe
Yukon to support something that many of them fetlyeap-
pose?

Hon. Mr. Cathers: | thank the Member for Klondike
for the question. | point out to the member thategaoment —
every department of the government runs ad campagned
at informing the public of things, including itertisat the gov-
ernment is proposing and the rationale behind wiey dov-
ernment is proposing it. Again, | would remind thember of
his own words last fall when he said that we neestop talk-
ing in extremes when it comes to land use plansinthat it's
either environment or mining — that’s where theitpzl| is-
sues were and it can’t be that simple. | agreethisdgovern-
ment agrees with the statement the member madfalast

Again, during the 2011 election campaign, we cortedit
to seek a final plan for the Peel that protectseheronment
and respects all sectors of the economy. We alsbtisa cost
of implementing the commission’s proposed plan ddadnk-
rupt the territory. We called the other politicarfles irrespon-
sible for committing to accept the commission’spla

The Yukon government has followed and will contirtae
follow the process outlined in the First Nationdimgreements.
During the final stages of consultations with FiRgtions and
the public, we will suggest modifications aimedesdching our
stated goal of a final plan for the Peel that ptstehe envi-
ronment and respects all sectors of the economy.

Speaker’s statement

Speaker: I'd like to remind the people in the gallery
once again: your comments are not invited. Youkeeho lis-
ten and not participate in the questions or debdtair ap-
plause | appreciate, but keep it to a minimumt tfointinues or
gets out of hand, | will have no choice but to gsk to leave.

Mr. Silver:
money on a Peel principle ad campaign to promateovtn
agenda, that's one thing, but borrowing from théljgupurse
to finance this smoke-and-mirrors show is just vgiol the

government truly wants to inform the public of nrajssues
through a series of professional ad campaigns, ndtytarget
the delays of the new F.H. Collins build? The gieests not
whether or not to build a rec centre in Dawson, oty to
build a rec centre in Dawson.

I've counted the number of ads placed so far. Atdgbv-

Since the release of its Peel principles, %rnment rate for advertising, this amount is thadseof dollars

to the taxpayers, and this is just on ad placeraedtthis is just
so far. This is obscene and it needs to stop imabelgi

Tallying up the cost of ad development, ad placenaed
any other costs related to this propaganda, howhnmdotal
has the government spent on this Peel principlegréding
campaign?

Hon. Mr. Cathers: Again | have to point out to the
Member for Klondike that part of what governmenesgiowhat
every department does, is inform the public, inicigdorovid-
ing the public information about what the governimisnpro-
posing and the rationale behind it.

| have to draw the member’s attention to what we dar-
ing the 2011 election campaign. We said the cosimpile-
menting the commission’s proposed plan could bartkthe
territory. We called the leaders of the other |dit parties
irresponsible for committing to accept the comnue& pro-
posed plan and we committed to seeking a final [iteuthe
Peel that protects the environment and respectseators of
the economy.

The Yukon government has followed and will contiriae
follow the process outlined in the First Nationdlimgreements.
During the final stages of consultations with Fixstions and
the public, we will suggest modifications aimededching our
stated goal of a final plan for the Peel that ptstehe envi-
ronment and respects all sectors of the economy. dPdhat
will require the government to explain to people tationale
behind those proposed modifications.

Mr. Speaker, we have fulfilled and will continue ftdfill
our obligations under the First Nation final agreens and to
follow the process.

Mr. Silver: Mr. Speaker, the Yukon Party government
and its supporters are on one side of this issuepa the other
are the First Nations, the Peel Watershed Plan@iognmis-
sion, several NGOs, many outfitting businesses, yn@acer
miners and the tourism industry.

Finding a balance to protect the Peel is a slogah las
lost touch with reality. Compliance with the firejreement is
a balanced approach, Mr. Speaker. The Yukon FiedtoNs
believe that the Yukon government’s introduction these
principles at this point in the process — after ezl commis-
sion has been effectively decommissioned — is ngthéss
than a breach of the final agreement.

Through propaganda, the Yukon Party governmertlis t
ing people that the question has changed from vendthpro-
tect the Peel to how to protect the Peel. No deatmcgov-
ernment has the right to impose its will on itdzeihs. What

If the Yukon Party wants to spend its own gives this Yukon Party government the right to dlikoners

how they should feel and think about one of thettey’'s most
important legacy issues?
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Hon. Mr. Cathers:
reminding the Member for Klondike of the statemarade by
the interim Leader of the Liberal Party last momthen the
member announced he wanted to revisit the LibeeatyR
position on the Peel watershed and characterizedPéel plan
as a “locking it up and throwing away the key.”

Mr. Speaker, | also point out to the member his @om-
ments about the need to stop talking in extremeswvithcomes
to land use planning.

Mr. Speaker, | have to begin by Nations and the public, we will suggest modificaaimed at

reaching our stated goal of a final plan for thelRleat protects
the environment and respects all sectors of theauy. Part
of that requires explaining on what basis we beliodifica-
tions should be made — which is what we have done.

We have fulfilled and will continue to fulfill ouobliga-
tions under the First Nation final agreements awitbW the
process.

Mr. Elias: First of all, the minister opposite should

The Yukon government has followed the process. We w know better than to believe everything he readshi local

follow the process. Part of proposing modificatiaegjuires
communicating to the public the rationale behindsth pro-
posed modifications. As | indicated during the fistages of
consultations with First Nations and the public, wi suggest
modifications aimed at reaching our stated goa €ifhial plan
for the Peel that protects the environment andemtspall sec-
tors of the economy.

Again | reiterate: during the 2011 election campaighat
we said was that the cost of implementing the cosion’s
proposed plan could bankrupt the territory. Weezhthe lead-
ers of the other political parties irresponsible dommitting to
accept the commission’s proposed plan. We commitiesbek
a final plan for the Peel that protects the envinent and re-
spects all sectors of the economy.

During the final stages of consultations with Fix&ttions
and the public, we will suggest modifications ainadeaching
our stated goal of a final plan for the Peel thatgcts the envi-
ronment and respects all sectors of the economy.dPdhat
will include communicating to the public what thgs@posed
modifications are and why government is proposiregnt.

Question re:

Mr. Elias:
ment revealed its highly controversial plan for Peel water-
shed. The government’s eight Peel principles cotalyledis-
missed the recommendations of the Peel Watershathinb
Commission, undermined the years of hard work fhamkon-
ers, and disregarded the millions of taxpayers’ladsl and
goodwill invested in the consultation process.

The Yukon Party’s Peel principles didn't come frahe
planning commission, and they didn’t come from #ffected
Yukon First Nations, and they sure as heck didothe from
the public. Yukoners would like to know from whetteese
principles originated. So | have a simple quesfmmthe Pre-
mier: were these principles designed solely byvthkon Party
Cabinet for political messaging? Yes or no?

Hon. Mr. Cathers: Again, | have to remind the in-
terim Leader of the Liberal Party of the fact thatannounced
publicly last night he wanted to revisit the LibeRarty posi-
tion in supporting the Peel Watershed Planning Cission’s
report. The member characterized the proposed géafhock-
ing it up and throwing away the key.”

Mr. Speaker, again, what we committed to during2t&l
election campaign was seeking a final plan for Feel that
protects the environment and respects all sectioteeoecon-
omy. The Yukon government has followed, and we wih-
tinue to follow, the process outlined in First Metifinal agree-
ments. During the final stages of consultationshvitrst Na-

Peel watershed land use plan

press. Secondly, Yukoners are here to hear fronPteenier.
We already know what the mining minister wants ¢oirl the

Peel River watershed — they want to hear from aenfrer.

Being it's the Ides of March, the gallery is full ®oothsayers
today with a warning to this Yukon Party governmdrgware
of a deficit in democracy, especially when it coneseglect-
ing the land use planning processes of constitatiprpro-

tected agreements in this territory.

The Yukon Party government signed a joint lettelunf
derstanding with four First Nations involved in tReel proc-
ess. It was signed with good faith and without ydge. It said
“to achieve consensus on a coordinated responsieetdeel
Watershed Planning Commission on the Recommendaual Pl
...” Why did the Premier breach — | challenge himgtt on
his feet and talk to his citizens. Why did the Rrbreach the
planning process agreement the Yukon Party govamhme
signed on behalf of its citizens on January 20,1201

Hon. Mr. Cathers: | reiterate to the interim Leader of
the Liberal Party that the Yukon government hakfeéd and
will continue to follow the process outlined in th@st Nation
final agreements. | have to again remind the mertthegrlast
month he publicly declared his desire to revisié thberal

On February 14, this Yukon Party govern- Party position on supporting this document andRkel plan-

ning commission’s proposed plan for the area. Thamber
said there are lots of ways you can protect anogotdl region
without locking it up and throwing away the key.oBe are the
member’'s words, as repeated in the press. If He fhat was
inaccurate, that's an issue between him and thertesp The
member publicly told media he wanted to revisit tliberal
Party position.

| have to reiterate the fact of what we said in2B&1 elec-
tion campaign. We committed to seek a final plantfe Peel
that protects the environment and respects allosedaif the
economy. We said the cost of implementing the cossion’s
proposed plan could bankrupt the territory and aked the
other political parties irresponsible for commigfito accept the
commission’s proposed plan. During the final stagfesonsul-
tation with First Nations and the public, we willggest modi-
fications aimed at reaching our stated goal ofnalfplan for
the Peel that protects the environment and respdicsectors
of the economy. We will continue to fulfill our agations un-
der the First Nation final agreements and the m®cas we
have continuously and consistently done throughghdcess.

Mr. Elias: Yukoners want to hear from the Premier.
He's the leader of this Yukon Party government.sHée only
one who can stop this fiasco, because there aimisdtaws in
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the process here and I'm concerned about the pahlictheir
faith in the process.

That's why we’re asking these questions today. Beea
100 years from now, | don’'t want the citizens aktterritory
hanging their heads in shame and having to cleatheimess
we have created. | want them to be proud of thésoets we
make during our time regarding the number one enwiental
concern in our territory today. That's why we'redeWe want
to hear from the Premier. | challenge him to gehianfeet and
say something of value to Yukoners today.

Mr. Speaker, this public advertising campaign ishimg
short of an undisguised attempt to skew public iopirwith
taxpayers’ dollars. Again, I'm worried about thebfia and
their faith in the process, because many Yukoness tbeen
asking themselves, “Why should | even participatethiese
processes in the first place, if the Yukon Partyegoment isn't
going to bother to play by the rules and listemt?”

This is about protecting the process. How is thenter
planning to restore the public faith and the caastnally pro-
tected land use planning processes in our terftory

Hon. Mr. Cathers:
last month the interim Leader of the Liberal Pantiplicly de-
clared he wanted to revisit the Liberal Party'sipiois on the
Peel watershed plan and reconsider and pull away their
previous support for that planning document.

The member said that there are a lot of ways youpca-
tect an ecological region without locking it up atidowing
away the key. He also said, “I'm going to keep¢haoe on the
right side of the river and keep that canoe stéatfgll, appar-
ently the Liberal canoe is rocking and he’s noteswhat side
of the river he’s on.

What we said — our position has been consistentinQu
the 2011 election campaign we said the cost of empehting
the commission’s proposed plan could bankrupt dretory.
We called the other political parties irresponsitde commit-
ting to accept the commission’s proposed plan aad@mmit-
ted to seek a final plan for the Peel that protéutsenviron-
ment and respects all sectors of the economy. Th@rY gov-
ernment has followed and will continue to follonetprocess
outlined in the First Nation final agreements. Dgrithe final
stages of consultations with First Nations and phélic, we
will suggest modifications aimed at reaching oatexd goal of
a final plan for the Peel that protects the envitent and re-
spects all sectors of the economy. We will contitmdulfill
our obligations under the First Nation final agresis.

Question re:

Mr. Barr:
promotes amazing outdoor adventures as one of Yskoain
attractions. The website asks, “If you have newadbed the
Wind, the Snake or the historic Yukon — what are yaiting
for?” This promotion attracts visitors from Europ&sia and
other countries around the globe to support ounecty. They
come to see our pristine wilderness, to enjoy whatwebsite
calls natural highs of a Yukon adventure in an ualeled
wilderness.

But the wilderness tourism industry cannot relyaogov-
ernment website alone to allow them to contribota diverse,

Peel watershed land use plan

Again, | remind the member that

The minister’'s Tourism Yukon website

productive, sustainable Yukon economy. The Yukourison
industry needs the support of the minister and rthieister
needs the support of his colleagues in the Calbingitlfill his
mandate.

Why has the Minister of Tourism and Culture allowes
colleagues to reverse a land use plan for thewatershed that
allows the continuing productive use of the areghgyindustry
he represents?

Hon. Mr. Cathers: Again | have to remind the mem-
ber that we have indicated that we believe the plasuld be
modified. The member’s own colleague, the MemberQop-
perbelt South, indicated last fall in this Housattthe govern-
ment has the ability to approve the plan, modifg fan or
reject the plan and the member was correct instaé¢ment.

We have committed to seek a final plan for the Reger-
shed area that protects the environment and respibcectors
of the economy — that is what we said; that is whatcom-
mitted to during the territory’s 2011 election caigm. During
the 2011 election campaign — again, | reiteratetwa said:
we said the costs of implementing the commissignégposed
plan could bankrupt the territory. We called thaders of the
other political parties irresponsible for commigito accept the
commission’s proposed plan. We committed to seekiffigal
plan for the Peel that protects the environmentrasgects all
sectors of the economy. The Yukon government héswed
and will continue to follow the process outlined time First
Nation final agreements.

During the final stages of consultations with Fix&ttions
and the public, we will suggest modifications ainadeaching
our stated goal of a final plan for the Peel thatgxrts the envi-
ronment and respects all sectors of the economy.

Mr. Speaker, we will continue to fulfill our obligans un-
der the First Nation final agreements.

Mr. Barr: Mr. Speaker, | thank the minister for his 13
responses.

All Yukoners want a prosperous and dynamic economy.

Not many people want to go back to the bad old ddHythe

boom and bust, yet that is what this governmeptasnoting in

its rejection of the thoughtful and supportive larsk plan for
the Peel watershed. A sustainable economy is asgivene —
one that includes a wide range of activity, reseusgtraction
included, but a sustainable economy is also onedinaports
the renewal of the source of its product. It doatsemdanger its
source.

The mountains, wetlands and waters of the Peel are

Yukon’s larger-than-life resources. Will the Mirgstof Tour-
ism and Culture commit to preserving the preciaugpuched
resources in the Peel watershed by demonstratipgosufor
the current land use plan for the area?

Hon. Mr. Cathers: Mr. Speaker, again, | have to re-
mind the member of the fact that the governmenthasbility
to approve the plan, modify the plan or reject pten. Those
are the member’s colleague’s own words from theféds

We have indicated we believe the plan should beifieodd
and, during the final stages of consultations Wiitst Nations
and the public, we will suggest modifications ainadeaching
our stated goal of a final plan for the Peel thatgxts the envi-
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ronment and respects all sectors of the economyin®uhe
2011 election campaign, what we said was that ds¢ @f im-
plementing the commission’s proposed plan coulckhagot the
territory. We called the leaders of the other judit parties
irresponsible for committing to accept the comnas& pro-
posed plan.

We committed to seek a final plan for the Peel ratects
the environment and respects all sectors of theaoyg. We
remain committed to that goal. During the finalggts of con-
sultations with First Nations and the public, wel wuggest
modifications aimed at reaching our stated goa ifial plan
for the Peel that protects the environment andemspall sec-
tors of the economy. We will continue to fulfill oabligations
under the First Nation final agreements.

Speaker:
elapsed. We will now proceed to Orders of the Dag gov-
ernment bills.

ORDERS OF THE DAY

GOVERNMENT BILLS

Bill No. 6: First Appropriation Act, 2012-13 — Second
Reading

Clerk:
name of the Hon. Mr. Pasloski.

Hon. Mr. Pasloski:
First Appropriation Act, 2012-1,3%e now read a second time.

Speaker:
Bill No. 6, entitledFirst Appropriation Act, 2012-13be now
read a second time.

Budget speech

Hon. Mr. Pasloski:
bers, it is my honour and privilege today to tathile 2012-13
budget — a surplus budget, and the first budgethef 3%
Yukon Legislative Assembly.

The nine budgets tabled previously by the two ss&ige
Yukon Party governments have put Yukon on the paghte
prosperity. The 2012-13 budget will help the temtcontinue
on that journey.

The Government of Yukon’s budget for 2012-13 i

$1,156,700,000 — the largest budget to date o¥then gov-
ernment. The operation and maintenance budgest8&25.1
million, of which $110.8 million is recoverable. &hcapital
budget is $231.6 million, of which $70.2 millionriscoverable.

This is the fourth Yukon government budget to exicte
$1-billion threshold. By way of comparison, thesfiryukon
Party government budget for the 2003-04 year wag $550
million. The Government of Yukon has one of the Itieest
financial positions of all jurisdictions in Canattaday. Only
Yukon and Alberta have the financial resources lalibg to
fund future government operations without creatiey debt.
This 2012-13 budget, like its predecessors, induaamnulti-
year capital plan that allows Yukon’s private sedontractors
to plan ahead in relation to our coming into stapledictable
investments in key sectors of our economy. The pie¥ious

I move that Bill No. 6, entitled

It has been moved by the Hon. Premier that

Yukon Party government budgets were utilized tqrsimu-
late the Yukon’s private sector economy.

Today, the Yukon'’s private sector economy is apghnogy
parity with the government in contributing to thewth of the
territorial economy. While our 2012-13 budget veitintinue to
promote economic stimulation, it will also focus iitiatives
to manage prosperity to address the challengesattatmpany
a growing, prosperous economy.

The 2012-13 budget has a healthy $80.009 milliolado
surplus. This surplus demonstrates a forward-lapKimancial
plan. There are a number of funding pressures erhtrizon
that the Yukon government must take into accouritsitiong-
term planning, such as that: the Building Canaden @xpires
in 2014 and no replacement fund has been announcé&xhn-
ada. The territorial health system sustainabilitifiative ex-

The time for Question Period has now pires in 2014 and, as of yet, there is no fedevatroitment to

extend the initiative beyond that date.

Funding by the Government of the United Statestlier
Shakwak agreement signed in 1977 to upgrade andtamai
the north Alaska Highway and the Haines Road espire
2009 and has continued on a year-to-year basismaittonger
term funding agreement in place.

The Government of Yukon is appealing a Supreme Cour

ruling to build a multi-million-dollar school for rEénch-

Second reading, Bill No. 6, standing in the speaking high school students. Yukon's growing ajion

will require the construction of one or perhaps tvawv schools
in Whitehorse over the next five years, in additiorthe con-
struction of the new F.H. Collins high school.
Yukon’s growing population will require the expamsiof
the Whitehorse General Hospital, and the expandaanomy
will require more Yukon government investment ineegy,
transportation and community infrastructure.

In view of this surplus, our government will bearbetter

Mr. Speaker, honourable mem- qsition to respond to these potential emergingrities and

pressures.

Mr. Speaker, for the first time, the budget inclsidesum-
mary of the consolidated financials for the Yukavegrnment
reporting entity. This is a significant step fordian our efforts
to improve transparency and accountability.

Yukon today enjoys one of the most prosperous eo@E®
in all of Canada. Our economy is growing, and souspopu-

ISation. Between 2006 and 2011, Yukon experienced. ki
percent population growth rate — the highest gronath in the
country. Yukon’s economic growth rate, similarlyashbeen
strong, recording seven consecutive years of gdwssestic
product gains.

Our growth rate was the highest in the country 092
The current conservative Yukon forecast is a 3.@qud real
GDP growth for 2011. The Conference Board of Canhda-
ever, has an even more optimistic projection, faséng an 8.6
percent real GDP growth rate for the Yukon for 2011

Yukon’s mining sector is primarily responsible ftis
growth and 90 percent of exploration in Yukon isidocted by
junior exploration companies that contribute sigaiftly to the
Yukon's economic development. Between 2004 and 2tdél
exploration expenditures increased from $22 miliiwi2004 to



274

HANSARD

March 15, 2012

just over $100 million in 2006. Expenditures in ZO&ere
$140 million, $110 million in 2008 and $100 milliém 2009.

Exploration expenditures for 2011 are estimatebet@ver
$300 million, almost twice the previous record @b6$ million,
set in 2010. There are 107 active mining compainiéise terri-
tory, which staked 83,161 quartz claims in 2010 anecord
114,587 claims in 2011. With three operating mirhs, cur-
rent mineral production value is estimated to bereximately
$420 million.

Tourism, another key economic driver, is holdirsydtvn
despite the economic problems in the United Statas in
Europe. Annual tourism visitation for 2011 is ested to be
around 320,000, following strong growth in intefoaal bor-
der crossings in 2010.

While Yukon’s labour force continues to grow, thesrit
tory continues to have one of the lowest unemploymates in
Canada, with an unemployment rate for 2011 expeitieoke
under six percent for the year. Based on the styeagto-date
numbers for building permits, the 2011 forecast been re-
vised upward to $180 million, which would represantecord
value for Yukon.

Given the growth in retail sales posted for thetfinine
months of 2011, it appears the 2011 total will ljkexceed the
May forecast of $630 million and total over $660limn. Most
of these indicators are from 2011.

We are now in the first quarter of 2012 and theupeiion
and economy are continuing to grow. The questian tbabe
asked: where will the territory be five to 10 yeémsm now,
should these trends continue?

Yukon has a rich mining history. So goes mininggses
Yukon. Mining has continued to be the cornerstoighe
Yukon economy from the days of the Klondike GoldsRuwf
1898 to the present day. The territory has expeeérseveral
boom-and-bust cycles over these years.

Placer gold mining was the backbone of the Yukomnec
omy from the time of the gold rush until the ed20s. It rose
in prominence again from the 1940s to the 1960sranthins
an economic mainstay to this very day.

High-grade silver/lead veins were first discoveierdthe
Keno Hill area in 1906. The first mill was constieat in 1925
with intermittent development and production ud®41. The
Keno Hill mine was reactivated in 1945 and operatedre or
less continuously, until production was suspendedanuary
1989 due to low silver prices. During this timee tikeno Hill
area was the second largest silver-producing disimi all of
Canada.

Skarn copper mineralization was first discoveredttin
Whitehorse area in 1897 with shipments of high-grace to-
talling 150,000 tonnes prior to 1930. In 1966, &00;tonnes-
per-day mill was constructed followed by an openfpining
operation that lasted until 1982. Massive sulfideczlead,
silver mineralization was first discovered near Yara Creek
in the Anvil Range in 1953.

annual mining exploration and development spendinghe
territory being less than $10 million.

There were several factors causing the declinspeetive
of world mineral prices. There was a lack of coefide in the
Yukon mining industry due in large measure to apriper
balance in government policy, regulation and legish be-
tween the economy and the environment. Unsettledl la
claims, a cumbersome, time-consuming Ottawa-basechip
ting regime and implementation of policies suchhasYukon
protected areas strategy at the territorial leved the placer
mining policies at the federal level impeded Yulomining
and other resource industries. Yukon experiencedrsgears
of economic recession and Yukon’s population hadnbim
decline for six consecutive years following thestlee of the
Faro mine in 1997.

| ask all members to compare where Yukon standsytod
stark contrast to where it stood in 2002. Yukon rieasg three
operating mines: Capstone’s Minto mine, Alexco’snieHill
Mines properties and Yukon Zinc's Wolverine minegé€ther
these three mines directly employ more than 60kerst Four
major mining projects are in the permitting stajkese pro-
jects could employ an additional 1,000 workers vjatimg an
additional economic growth and opportunity for Yuakpeople
and Yukon businesses.

Over 2,500 direct jobs are currently working inqgdamin-
ing operations and mineral exploration throughoukdh. The
Yukon Chamber of Mines attributes the success @fntiming
industry in Yukon today to three key factors: (¢ tevolution
of land and resource management to the Governnfiéfilmn
by the Government of Canada in 2003; (2) the cohemeive
land claims agreements reached with 11 of 14 YUkost Na-
tions; and (3) the establishment of a single assessauthority
on behalf of all responsible authorities — thatiskgn, Canada
and First Nations — that has greatly simplified #ssessment
process and provides more certainty and transpgaiarall the
permitting processes.

Ten days ago the Fraser Institute’s survey of ngiriom-
panies announced that the Yukon is the tenth mibrstctve
jurisdiction for mineral exploration and developrhen the
world and the first Canadian territory to ever te#ee top 10.
The survey assessed 93 jurisdictions around th&lwor

| asked the question earlier — where the Yukon wdé
five to 10 years from now should this positive ttezontinue.
In a recent report by Deloitt&xtracting value — Yukon min-
ing 2011 — A core opportunity, states “...8 companies an-
ticipate having a newly producing mine by 2015;aalditional
4 have planned production no later than 2018 ..."..."
$5,242,000,000 in capital expenditures, associatiéd mine
construction, is anticipated by 2018 ...” Even if sager of
this prediction proves true, there will be a sigrift impact on
Yukon.

We have been advised that Victoria Gold Corpor&ion
Eagle property near Mayo will be in production by12-15.

The huge Faro ore body was discovered in 1965. Min®uring construction there will be 415 direct jobhgated and

production commenced in 1970 and continued intéemtty
until it finally closed in 1997. When the Yukon Batook of-
fice in 2002, Yukon’s mining industry was almosfutect with

384 jobs for the operations phase. North Americangbten
reopened its Cantung mine in October 2010. Thestiasti-
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mates have the mine with enough mineral reservesipport
mine life for four years, ending in the fourth qgiearof 2014.

The company’'s Mactung deposit has been identifiedree
of the largest high-grade tungsten deposits inatbgd. North
American tungsten is ramping up mine developmetitigcat
Mactung and anticipates major construction to begi2013-
14.

Selwyn Chihong Mining Ltd.'s Selwyn project, locdtat
Howard’'s Pass on the Yukon-Northwest Territoriesdeg, is
one of the largest undeveloped lead-zinc depasitee world.
The mineral resources are contained in more tharoh2s, or
sub-deposits, collectively part of one giant miheeposit that
is at least 38 kilometres in length. The Selwyrdiemc de-
posit has the potential to be defined as the laigethe world.
The company is planning to submit its project psgido YE-
SAB by early spring of 2012.

One of the greatest challenges facing the Yukoteims
of promoting a strong, diversified private sectoormomy is the
provision of affordable, clean energy. The totadlfwygenerat-
ing capacity of the Yukon Energy Corporation, isthe of the
dams at Whitehorse, Aishihik, Mayo, Mayo B and thed
turbine at Aishihik, is 92 megawatts.

The total electrical generation capacity combinitigt
generated by the Yukon Energy Corporation and Y ukhat-
trical Company Ltd. and including hydro, diesel amishd is
149.5 megawatts. As stated earlier, the Casino @lioree will
require 120 megawatts of power.

In the 2011 election campaign, the Yukon Party cdtbeoh
our government to meet the territory’s energy ndmdsvest-
ing in short-, medium- and long-term solutions.the short
term, we have completed the Mayo B hydro projeet thill
provide an additional 10 megawatts, the developnoénan

Western Copper and Gold Corp.’s Casino property duindependent power producer policy and net metering.

west of Pelly Crossing, is another massive depmsitaining
gold, copper, molybdenum and silver and has a @%0tyear
mining life. Should it proceed to constructionwibuld create
17,691 jobs in Canada with 3,340 jobs being inYbkon dur-
ing the four-year construction phase and 1,610 joplSanada
with 1,054 being in the Yukon for the operationsagh It
would require 120 megawatts of power, almost edentato
the territory’s current energy supply. Heap-leackdgproduc-
tion has been targeted for 2017 with milling operaproduc-
tion being slated for 2019.

| won’t take the time to describe the other 12 majining
projects in Yukon today, nor do | have a crystdl tuaforetell
the future of which of these ventures will ultimgtéurn into
operating mines. If | did have that ability, | wdulkely not be
standing here in front of you today. Suffice to sagt should
one of these large mines come into production, Yiukould
achieve a new plateau of providing a stable founddbr eco-
nomic growth and prosperity in the territory forcddes to
come.

Mr. Speaker, the Yukon Party’'s 2011 election plaifo
“Moving Forward Together,” continues to build onetfiour
pillars of the previous nine Yukon Party governmiendgets: a
better quality of life, environment, economy andd@overn-
ance. Our platform deals with the challenges thatrawving,
prosperous economy creates: the increasing denwaingdefan,
affordable energy; the increasing demand for imedotrans-
portation and communication infrastructure; housamgl land
availability; increased pressures on our land asgurce man-
agement systems designed to protect Yukon's envieot;
achieving a final plan for the Peel watershed neglmat pro-
tects the environment and respects all sectorbefetonomy
by following the processes set out in thinbrella Final

In the near- to medium-term, we believe the develent
of the natural gas industry and in particular, éfied natural
gas — LNG — is the best alternative. It is cleattemn diesel
and is about half the cost.

Further, Northern Cross, in partnership with thén@hNa-
tional Offshore Oil Company Ltd., is in the procedslevelop-
ing its natural gas reserves out of the Eagle Plaasin. Ac-
cordingly, natural gas is going to be our primasgus for the
development to meet Yukon’s near- to medium-terrargyn
needs.

For the longer term, we would like to focus on Ergcale
hydroelectric projects. However, the developmensudh pro-
jects would be dependent upon connecting the deytit power
grid west to Alaska and/or south to British Coluenim order
to sell excess power to other jurisdictions. Thinested cost
for connecting the Yukon grid to the British Coluialgrid is
between $1.5 billion and $2 billion. Yukon simplygesn't have
the financial capacity to undertake large hydragierojects
or to connect the territory’s grids to British Coihia or Alaska
at the present time or the foreseeable future.

Increasing Yukon’s energy capacity, even for thertsio
medium-term, is going to require partnerships —trpaships
with the mining and oil and gas industries, paghgs with
Yukon First Nations, Yukon Electrical Company Liedt the
private sector as well as, hopefully, the GovernnoeéiCanada.

In a recent survey of chief executive officers, dbEO
was quoted as saying, “Power and transportatiodaeesig-
nificant upgrade to allow Yukon’s mineral potentialbe real-
ized.” The comments of other CEOs in the surveyedhthis
remark.

Our government, like the two previous Yukon Parby-g
ernments, continues to invest heavily in transpiorainfra-

Agreementincreasing pressures on our health and social sestructure, primary roads, secondary roads, ru@spresource

vices safety net; and, the increasing demand faeraducation
and training facilities and programs to develogkiesd Yukon
labour force.

Mr. Speaker, we welcome these challenges. | willrasls
how we are going about meeting these challengegrutte
four pillars.

roads, bridges and airports. Under the Shakwakeptoj$7
million has been allocated to stabilize and upgrdgeHaines
Road and $8 million for the Alaska Highway. A fugth1 mil-
lion from the Yukon government will be spent to ablitate
areas impacted by permafrost degradation on theh #Wdaska
Highway. The Campbell Highway will undergo reconstion

from kilometre 10 to 190 with an allocation of $5.fillion,
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and a further $1.5 million will be utilized for dacing to
minimize road degradation under current industtiaffic
loads.

The 2012-13 budget is providing $1.6 million to leee
failing culverts at Too Much Gold and Allgold creekn the
Klondike Highway, as well as $1.45 million to impe safety
and road conditions on the North Canol Road. TH& ARoad
will be reconstructed from kilometre 32 to 36 anitl see BST
work and re-vegetation from kilometre 17 to 22 &idmetre
36 to 41, at a cost of $2.6 million.

Other highway improvements include $2 million fdwet
Takhini Hot Springs Road reconstruction, $500,000 reha-
bilitation and surfacing of the Silver Trail, $9000 for surfac-
ing, spot repairs and erosion control for the Deepsligh-
way, $500,000 for resource access roads progradd, 20 for
the rural roads upgrading program and $1 millionsfarfacing
and safety improvements on various secondary rdadsigh-
out the Yukon.

The Erik Nielsen Whitehorse International Airporillw
also see improvement projects to support airsidieites, in-
cluding taxiway improvements, hangar rehabilitatemd the
installation of a second bridge, or jetway. The 248 budget
is providing $1.875 million for these improvements.

A further $7.406 million over two years — and tlsat
roughly over $3.3 million in 2012-13 and just o\t million
in 2013-14 — is being provided to extend water seder ser-
vices to the south commercial area at the Erik dérel\White-
horse International Airport.

Water and sewer service currently ends at theeaininhal
building. Lack of water is hindering developmentlie area, as
the City of Whitehorse will not issue developmeptmits for
new construction without a commitment to providdfisient
water for structural firefighting purposes. Thisdsectly af-
fecting Air North and Alkan Air expansion plans.

In addition, Yukon government’s wildlife fire maramgent
— WFM — needs upgrades to their current water supps-
tem for the air tanker base. This is an above-git@aystem that
does not meet Transport Canada requirements, soeptace-
ment will need to be buried, even one undertakeNVIBYM in
the absence of any water or sewer extension.

Extensions of water and sewer will also enhancedie
velopment potential of currently unoccupied leasecels in
the area. The budget is also providing $1.82 nnilio address
airside deficiencies at Yukon aerodromes. Projextside air-
field levelling, brushing, safety and security irapements,
lighting, navigational aid upgrades, installatidron-up pads,
and an application of EK-35 runway enhancementuatvBsh,
Dawson and Mayo.

Bridge work includes $6 million for major rehakbdiiton,
including substructure improvements and deck rspfar the
Upper Liard Bridge. A further $1.56 million is bejirallocated
for rehabilitation work on the Aishihik River, JasvCreek,
Stewart River and Haldane Creek bridges.

Communication infrastructure is also importantdogrow-
ing and expanding economy. By working with Northteés
over the years, every community in Yukon now hasliphone
and high-speed Internet connectivity.

By working with Northwestel over the years, evepne
munity in Yukon now has a cellphone and high-splegernet
connectivity. However, broadband capacity couldrbproved
and there is no redundancy. If the sole fibre ogaible is dam-
aged, broadband traffic is re-routed through a stoand older
microwave system. There may be opportunities taesidthe
redundancy issue. One option would be for a fikgticocable
to run from Carcross to Skagway, connecting withedw and
Seattle. There may also be opportunities to wortk Worth-
westel and the Canadian Space Agency to extenkea diptic
cable up the Dempster Highway to Eagle Plains tuge sys-
tem that retrieves information from foreign sate#i

The more diversified the economy is, the stronges.i
Successive Yukon Party governments have champidived-
sification by promoting natural resource developtnegsearch
and development, information technology, agric@tdorestry,
tourism, trade, arts and culture, film and soundnufacturing,
trapping, outfitting, wilderness tourism and snialkiness.

Of interest here — Yukon is set to host federabyprcial
and territorial agricultural ministers in Septemi2812. This
will allow for the subsequent bilateral agreemeegatiations
between the Yukon government and the Governme@tofda
to take place.

The bilateral agreement provides funding for Y ulemri-
cultural projects within the framework of the GrogiForward
multilateral agreement and is mainly targeted tawaoducers
and processors. Farm groups, non-profit organiaatand ter-
ritorial, municipal and First Nations governments also eli-
gible.

Tourism and Culture has always been and remairesan
nomic mainstay. Yukon Party governments have ireeebeav-
ily in tourism marketing campaigns over the yeaithwonsid-
erable success. In February 2011, Yukon and Cajuldy
announced funding toward Yukon’s overseas travstidation
awareness marketing campaign aimed at Europe, aliastr
Japan and South Korea.

The joint partnership with the Canadian NortherroEc
nomic Development Agency — or CanNor — has idesdifi
$3.4 million over four years with $490,000 beintpehted in
2012-2013 to continue the campaign to promote &etigthen
the awareness of Yukon to overseas internatioaaktrtrade,
media and consumer markets.

Currently, Yukon is benefiting from a dramatic iease in
the number of Japanese travellers visiting thétoeyrthis win-
ter to experience the aurora borealis.

CanNor is also providing $800,000 in 2012-13 todfun
Canada’s north marketing campaign aimed at promatire
Yukon, the Northwest Territories and Nunavut asdfalesti-
nations to southern Canadians.

This May, Yukon will host the 2012 Canadian Tourism
Commission’s Go Media Marketplace in Whitehorset thil
bring in approximately 150 of the top travel mefitam around
the world. This is the first time that Go Media Hz=en held
north of the 60th parallel and is an opportunitgbowcase our
world-class destination to important media influesnic

Yukon Party governments have also invested heawily
tourism, arts and cultural infrastructure; namdhg Old Fire-
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hall and roundhouse in downtown Whitehorse, the iina
Din Cultural Centre and Whitehorse Public Libray,well as
the new Champagne and Aishihik First Nations DaCG(ltural
Centre in Haines Junction scheduled to open this fa

We are providing five years of funding certainty fine
Yukon Cold Climate Innovation Centre. The commédizéa
tion of cold climate technologies will provide impant eco-
nomic opportunities for Yukoners and contributehte diversi-
fication of the Yukon economy.

Housing and land availability have emerged as aomaj

challenge as a result of Yukon’s growing, prospsreconomy.

Our government is working with the City of Whiteker
rural municipalities, First Nations and private d®pers to
make land available for community, residential,iagdtural,
commercial and industrial purposes.

A request for expressions of interest on potenéipt
proaches to private sector development of afforlaieintal
units was issued in November 2011. Opportunitiesitorpo-
rate the concepts and recommendations receivedfittwe
projects and land offerings are being explored apiibns for
the release of lot 262 are being developed forgpigng.

The Yukon government has a considerable numbeutsf |
in downtown Whitehorse that could also be developgedbt-
tery and tender for 57 residential and 20 induistois and an
evaluative process for release of three agricultpaacels is
underway. Four of the residential lots are in WHitese and 53
are in Haines Junction. The 20 industrial lots iarddawson
City and the three agricultural lots are in Haidesction.

Whistle Bend phase 1 is scheduled for the fall@f2and
will include 93 single family, eight duplex and eimmulti-
family lots plus one commercial and one school site

Our government and the Kwanlin Din First Natiomsig
a letter of understanding that enables Yukon aedRirst Na-
tion to work together on potential residential laogportunities
on Kwanlin Dun settlement land in the Whitehorseaar

Mr. Speaker, | recently met with the mayor and @iluof
the City of Whitehorse and offered assistance tip leapedite
the development of phases 3, 4 and 5 of WhistledBehhe
2012-13 budget provides $5 million to start theadetl engi-
neering and construction for these future phasemnsure that
additional building lots are available in 2014.

While Whistle Bend will accommodate 8,000 peopiesi
our belief and conviction that planning new areasrésiden-
tial expansion should begin now. Land developmenthe east
side of the Yukon River and to the north would iiegthe con-
struction of another bridge and collaboration vitlhianlin Dln
and Ta’an Kwach’an First Nations.

Our government has offered financial support to @iy
of Whitehorse to begin planning future developments

Our government is committed to modernizing the l&dnd
tles system. A land titles inspector will prepareeport with
recommendations for immediate improvements to lassin
processes as well as identify specific areas fgislative and
systems modernization.

$228 million, a 24-percent increase from the yesfote. The
2012-13 budget is providing $34.984 million for dadevel-
opment this year.

Mr. Speaker, the unprecedented high level of resac-
tivity is placing increased pressures on our land eesource
management systems designed to protect Yukon'sramnvi
ment.

Accordingly, our government is providing additionzd-
pacity for inspections related to mines and minexaloration.

The Client Services and Inspections branch of tepait-
ment of Energy, Mines and Resources will be expandls
capacity for conducting inspections and ensuringuligory
and environmental compliance.

The Faro and Mount Nansen projects are enteringva n
phase where both will be completing remediationigtesind
planning for assessment and permitting. Due toirlbeeased
level of activity and the movement of these prgettwards
implementation, both projects require a significamtrease in
project funds of $24.768 million for a total of $885 million.

The Government of Canada, through the federal atnta
nated sites action plan, provides 100 percent indor site
operations and the development of remediation pldokon’s
Department of Environment is conducting a threeryea
$452,000 cumulative effects baseline study.

The Fish and Wildlife, Water Resources and Environ-
mental Programs branches are coordinating theirtsfto ac-
quire information on the cumulative effects of dmamining
exploration in three Yukon areas. The informatisrtd guide
the long-term conservation of fish and wildlife atiebir habi-
tats in order to support agencies responsible figirenmental
assessment and land disposition requests.

A further $60,000 is being allocated to acquire ewat
monitoring equipment to be used by the Water Ressur
branch to gather information that will provide amderstanding
of the industrial impacts on waterways in the resrmit highly
active White Gold District.

The Department of Environment has established the
Yukon water website as a single-source web pootédelp in-
dividuals, industry, governments, non-governmergaaiza-
tions and regulatory agencies to get informaticgytheed on
everything to do with water in the Yukon. The dits over
1,300 locations around the territory where watdyegg moni-
tored or was studied in the past, and providesildedta how
water is used for mining, agriculture, fisherieseltry and oil
and gas.

Information is also provided on the federal, term#l, mu-
nicipal and First Nation governments and their riolevater
management, as well as the regulatory agenciesrévitw
water use in the territory.

Our government is committed to creating a Yukonewat
strategy that will ensure Yukoners have accessafi drinking
water, increased data collection and informatiarchsas the
www.yukonwater.cawebsite | just described above, and up-
grading drinking water and waste-water treatmeaotlifes in

The value and number of transactions processechéy t communities to meet new standards for water quality

Land Titles Office continues to reach historicdiigh levels.
The value of real estate transactions for 2010-a4 just over

On February 16, 2012, our government contracte¢than
dependent consulting company to conduct a healffaétnas-
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sessment as part of our due diligence to ensuratégrity of
the water supply at Keno. Yukon Party governmentprevi-
ous budgets have appropriated considerable finaresaurces
to ensure Yukon communities have clean drinkingewathe
2012-13 budget is no exception.

Under the Building Canada plan, the Department @h€
munity Services is providing $12.3 million in th®12-13
budget, as part of a multi-year program to imprexser and
waste-water systems throughout Yukon. This workuites the
replacement of in-ground piping in Faro, Haines cliom,
Mayo and Watson Lake. A further $15 million undes Build-
ing Canada plan is being provided for the consimnobf new
wells, pumphouses and treatment plants in Burw@shcross,
Deep Creek, Dawson, Mendenhall, Haines Junctioryovi@ld
Crow, Ross River, Tagish and Teslin to improvedhality of
potable water in communities.

Our government continues to implement initiatives
keeping with theYukon Solid Waste Action Plamcluding
composting at community solid-waste facilities, teasompac-
tion systems, household hazardous-waste containfaeiii-
ties, installation of groundwater monitoring wels18 Yukon
landfills and installation of recycling bins andysage at all
Yukon-operated solid-waste facilities, to providee tpublic
with greater opportunity to recycle their solid veas

The 2012-13 budget includes a $766,000 increaghdn
operations and maintenance budget for solid-wasaeage-
ment, together with almost $3.4 million in addibrcapital
dollars, including projects identified under thesgax fund and
the Building Canada fund.

all indicated they were supporting positions ofheit 100-
percent to 80-percent protection for the Peel vghied. During
the election campaign, the Yukon Party did not daté its
support for this high level protection, but calledtead for a
final Peel plan that protects the environment agspects all
sectors of the economy. We were severely criticipedaking

this position by those supporting 100- to 80-petrgeatection.

There were cars driving around with bumper stickeesi-
ing, “Protect the Peel. Let’s vote on it.” Well, @ctober 11,
2011, Yukoners did exercise their vote and eleetedajority
Yukon Party government for a historic third ternur@overn-
ment has followed the planning process set outértimbrella
Final Agreementind will continue to do so. In the final stages
of the planning process, we will consult with Fifdations,
stakeholders and the public to seek a final plantlie Peel
watershed region that protects the environmentrasplects all
sectors of the economy.

Achieving a better quality of life is one of thenteal pil-
lars of our 2011 election platform, “Moving Forwartb-
gether”. Another major challenge created by theittey’s
growing prosperous economy is the increasing denfand
more education and training facilities and programeevelop
a skilled labour force. Our government is committedvork-
ing toward developing Yukon College into a northemver-
sity over time. The Yukon Research Centre and tbiel Cli-
mate Innovation Centre are already located at YuRollege
and there are plans to develop a centre for nortimerovation
in mining, to be located at the college as well.

In January 2012, Yukon's labour force saw yet aaotie-

Since 2009, Yukon has met a number of goals with thcord high of 20,900 people. Of those, 19,600 wenpleyed.
Solid Waste Action Planncluding the end of open burning of Since 2004, Yukon has registered year over yeanigration

domestic waste last January at all 20 unincorpdraiaid-
waste facilities. These former open-trench burngitgs had
been transformed into transfer stations or fullseer solid-
waste facilities.

We continue to implement our government’s climate

change strategy and action plan, as well as supipery ukon
Research Centre at Yukon College. The centre casbia-
search, natural and social sciences and traditio@ahledge to
create solutions for northern climates and is régi $1.088
million per year for the next two years to fundafserations.
Despite the controversy over tReel Watershed Regional

Land Use PlapYukon Party governments have done more to

protect and preserve Yukon’s environment and viédthan
any previous Yukon government. Currently, Yukon has%8
percent of its land protected, second only to 8nitColumbia.
Six areas have been designated as future tertifoaiks and
seven habitat protection areas have also beenlishth

Further, the previous Yukon Party government isdhly
Yukon government to succeed in developing a reditarad
use plan — thélorth Yukon Regional Land Use Plan since
the Umbrella Final Agreementvas signed off way back in
1993.

The Peel Watershed Regional Land Use Pleas an issue
in the 2011 territorial election campaign. The Yokoonserva-
tion Society, the Canadian Parks and Wildernesse§odhe
opposition political parties and the four affecteidst Nations

and an expanding labour force, where the growthoiscen-
trated in the 25-t0-34 age group. This is the age that has
children. There will be a need for more schools #mathing

facilities. We must train Yukoners for Yukon oppaonities.

Our government has established a new $75,000 annual
business training fund to help Yukon businessessactraining
opportunities to further contribute to the Yukorésonomic
growth. The training fund will be administered hetWhite-
horse Chamber of Commerce and offers training dppities
to businesses and individuals to create job oppii#s for
Yukon residents.

The business training fund resulted from a reconttaen
tion in the action plan for the 2011 comprehensikils and
trades training strategy, which was developed ey @overn-
ment of Yukon working together with local labour net
stakeholders, including business and industry,Gbgernment
of Canada, First Nation governments and non-goventror-
ganizations. The work done by these groups wasethdt of a
labour market framework that was created to ensui®n has
the workforce it needs. The labour market framewsirktegy
is comprised of five strategies: labour market infation strat-
egy, comprehensive skills and trades training etrgt immi-
gration strategy, recruitment strategy and the eyg# reten-
tion strategy.

We recognize the Yukon will need to attract addisibla-
bour from other regions of the country and fromua the
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world. There will be an increasing demand for bskhled and
unskilled labour. Improvements have been made doYihkon
nominee program to make it easier for applicantgpialy.

Four new stakeholder committees were created in the
summer of 2011 under the labour market frameworke T

committees oversee implementation, monitoring araduation
of strategies and include members from the businessmu-
nity, industry, non-government organizations, etiocal insti-
tutions and First Nation governments.

The licensed practical nurse program launched byptie-
vious Yukon Party government in 2009 at Yukon Cgaldnas
graduated all 11 people who were enrolled in tihg fntake.
All of these graduates are now working in the Yukwealth
care field. Our government will provide $1.86 nalito extend
the LPN program to 2016. This continuation willoal two
more intakes of up to 15 practical nurse studeetsciass to
graduate and find work here in Yukon.

An updated construction schedule has been establin
the F.H. Collins Secondary School replacement ptoj€his
new schedule will allow our government the timeuiegd to
review the design and ensure that it takes intowucall the
objectives and input received from the educatianmainity.

The Wood Street Centre is introducing a new progitam
year that is open to all grade 9 and 10 studerits. lew pro-
gram is entitled “CHAQS,” the Community, Heritag&dven-
ture, Outdoors and Skills 9 program. It offers gnegion of the
subject areas and develops an understanding amections to
First Nation knowledge, traditions, skills, valuasd beliefs.

Our government is proud of the new, state-of-the-ar

Whitehorse Correctional Centre, one of the largagital pro-
jects ever undertaken by any Yukon government.
Many previous governments talked and complaineditabo
the old Whitehorse Correctional Centre but it ta@R/ukon
Party government to actually replace this agingifac

The Yukon is a recognized leader in dealing withSPA
with the establishment of the Community Wellnesaui€oa
therapeutic court in the Yukon justice system, &l @&s our
support for the land-based healing pilot programJadtkson
Lake, administered by the Kwanlin Dun First Nation.

We have been contacting Yukon First Nation chiefsr-
der to ascertain if there is support for the cohcémne major
land-based treatment program in Yukon. Our goveninie
committed to providing $1 million over the coursfeoor man-
date to support a land-based treatment programhwmhias so
near and dear to the heart of our former colleathue,Hon.
John Edzerza, the MLA for Mclintyre-Takhini.

Dividing up $1 million dollars 14 ways for indiviaii First
Nation land-based treatment programs will not beféective
as having one unified treatment centre. Furthemeifcombine
our resources, we may be able to attract otherifignsources
and other jurisdictions. We raised this issue alyeaith the
federal minister, the Hon. Leona Aglukkaq, and skpressed
an interest in the concept. Should we succeed Veldging a
certified treatment program that equals that foabdround
Lake in British Columbia, we may attract clientsrfr the other
two territories and the provinces on a fee-for-serbasis. We

The program was developed in response to the seppnd believe Kwanlin Dun’'s Jackson Lake land-based tneat

school programming review report and the YukontRWations
Education Advisory Committee’s strategic plan.

Yukon First Nation language programs are offeredlirof
28 Yukon schools and include seven of the eightorukirst
Nation language groups. This is a significant aqu@hment.

The arrest processing unit, formerly known as theuse
assessment centre, will be constructed to replaeeRCMP
detachment cells. This $2.385 million investmentisnajor
step forward in providing a more humane way of ps3ing
prisoners who have access to 24-hour nursing andialy-
trained correctional staff while they're being hgheénding
processing.

The Department of Justice is moving forward wittples
menting another of the recommendations of $haring Com-

program would be the natural choice because ahiperience
and its location. Should Yukon First Nations enddtss con-
cept, we would like to put it on the agenda for Yhe&on Fo-
rum for discussion in order to determine how toceed. At the
same time, we are also working with the Fetal AtdoByn-
drome Society Yukon to continue their good work thsir
funding agreement with Canada is due to expire.

Yukon's expanding population and growing economg ar
creating public demands for more developed lots afifiord-
able housing. Housing and land availability aredbeerse and
reverse of the same coin. We are addressing batlss Yukon
Housing Corporation, through economic stimulus fogdhas
constructed in excess of 125 new units, along wjirading
350 units, to better meet the housing needs of vt moder-

mon Groundreport by appointing members to the Yukon Po-ate-income earners.

lice Council. The Yukon Police Council was creafedre-
sponse to the review of Yukon’s police force. Th&rof the
Yukon Police Council is to ensure that a broad espntation
of Yukon citizens have input into the territory el service
objectives, priorities and goals established by Mieister of
Justice and ensure that the community needs ances/are
reflected in police priorities; provide advice teetMinister of
Justice to consider when establishing policing ciibjes, pri-
orities and goals pursuant to the territory’'s pmliservices
agreement, and increase the flow of informatiorwken citi-
zens, the Department of Justice and M DivisiorhefRCMP.

No previous government has done more and we intiend
continue to address the housing needs of YukoneEhe
Women'’s Directorate has committed a total of $4illian for
a second-stage housing facility here in WhitehoBetty’'s
Haven will provide 10 units of supportive, securel afford-
able transitional housing for 12 to 18 months famen and
their children who are fleeing abuse. This is aaothlection
commitment that has been met.

Mr. Speaker, thanks to our lobbying efforts, we avable
to secure a two-year extension to the territorigdlth system
sustainability initiative, or THSSI, until 2014. iBhfunding is
used to support health care innovation and tramsftion and
improve access to services. We plan to work withteo sister
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territories to develop a business case for presSentdo the
federal government to justify a continuation ofthinding for
the longer term.

and has been well received by the public as is detrated by
increased use and new users. Once the culturalecisnin op-
eration, there will be opportunities for sharedgseoms, promo-

Health care costs are constantly rising. The 2@2-1tion and other initiatives.

budget includes $4.048 million to deal with thergase in
costs and volumes of hospital claims. Our goverrnngepro-

viding a $561,000 increase in funding to help NG®sp up
with the cost of living by recognizing that thesganizations’

costs also increase and that those costs shouldenabsorbed
at the expense of core programs.

The Department of Health and Social Services igiding
$65,000 in this budget to continue to support thallénge
program for people with mental disabilities to keéfe and job
skills at the Bridges Café in Shipyards Park.

An additional nurse is being added to the rosteMayo,
and $797,000 is being provided to provide staff dbr addi-
tional beds at the Whitehorse General Hospital.

The Department of Health and Social Services &cating
$60,000 to begin capital planning for the replacetme the
Sarah Steele Building in Whitehorse.

Our government is committed to taking good carewf
seniors and those with disabilities. Specific atities include:
$457,000 to add six full-time equivalents to mewet signifi-
cant growth in the home care client numbers andtimeplex-
ity of care needs; $653,000 for planning for thelaeement of
McDonald Lodge in Dawson City; $110,000 to undestak
feasibility study and functional planning for conting care;
and $2.244 million for a 10-year lease at the Thmm&entre
and operation and maintenance of an additional ekD-tare
unit.

Community infrastructure plays a key role in cdmiting
to Yukoners’ quality of life. Construction is uneley for the
new $7.3-million emergency response centre thdtseilve as
the city’s primary ambulance station, in additionthe River-
dale station. The addition of a centrally-locatedtce will bol-
ster Yukon’s vital emergency medical services agulice re-
sponse times to growing neighbourhoods along theilttan
Boulevard, Alaska Highway and the new Whistle Belegel-
opment.

Emergency responders play a significant role ineidsg
safe and healthy communities. Our government atgoieed a
new $147,000 state-of-the-art ambulance that vélpart of a
fleet of 23 ambulances that provide territory-wiglaergency
medical services coverage.

The 2012-13 budget is also allocating $300,000 dm-c
mence work on the planning and design of a new &e@veek
fire hall to replace the existing building. The néaeility will
house both the Beaver Creek Volunteer Fire Departraad
the community EMS volunteers.

Mr. Speaker, 2012-13 will see the last phase ofntiuéi-
ple projects that comprise the Whitehorse watetfo®velop-
ment under the Canada strategic infrastructure.fuiis $3-
million allocation will relocate the high voltageower lines
that cross the river at the Kwanlin Din Culturalin@e. As
most Yukoners now know, the Whitehorse Public Lipraas
successfully relocated to leased space adjacethiet&wanlin
Dun Cultural Centre. The library has settled intoriew home

Other potential library moves concern Beaver Crapd
Carcross. The Department of Community Servicexpsoging
options for relocating the Beaver Creek library erthe fire
hall space is no longer available and replacing Glagecross
library location.

Mr. Speaker, sports and recreation are essengeddents
to improving the quality of life of Yukoners. Loako further
than the legacy left by the 2007 Canada Winter Gare
Canada Games Centre and other facilities wereopgood use
last week when Whitehorse hosted the 2012 Arctiot&vi
Games.

Recreation facilities are equally important to tuvakon
communities. The fire in March 2011 that destrotleel Ross
River Recreation Centre was a tragedy for that canity.
Ever since the fire, the Yukon Government has wirdlesely
with members of the community to build a temporiaey rink
and plan for a replacement facility. As an intestep, in De-
cember of 2011 our government constructed an outdo&
and the Yukon Mine Legacy Foundation coordinatedimnu
donations of material and labour and provided $10{® build
and install a warm-up hut.

The Yukon Party committed to constructing a neweac
tion centre for Ross River in its 2011 electiontiolan. Our
government is following through on that commitme@on-
struction will begin this summer on a new $7-miflicecreation
centre for Ross River. The new facility will be anportant
gathering place for youth and community members thid
promote active and healthy living.

Practicing good governance is another pillar of Yiuéon
Party's 2011 election platform. Our vision for Yuke coming
of age is through effective leadership, politicedbslity, coop-
erative governance and strong fiscal management. gou-
ernment supports cooperative governance and forpengper-
ships. We work with Yukon First Nations through albéral
accords, the Yukon Forum and the Intergovernmedfagalm to
advance the interest of all Yukoners based upomuahuéspect
of each other’s jurisdiction. We fully respect asgpport the
implementation of the treaties and work with theeéhnon-
settlement Yukon First Nations to advance theieriegts as
well. In resource revenue-sharing discussions @#hada, we
are fully committed to ensuring that resource ressnremain
in Yukon for the benefit of all Yukoners. We arerquing that
goal through negotiations with Canada and in cdnwéth
Yukon self-governing First Nations.

We successfully negotiated a Yukon asset constmicti
agreement with the Carcross-Tagish First NatioBeptember
2011 regarding a Yukon government water infrastmecipro-
ject in Carcross. We successfully negotiated a Yiuksset
construction agreement with the Kwanlin Din FirsatiNn
regarding the F.H. Collins replacement project.

On August 31, 2011, we signed a residential lanctide
opment letter of understanding with Kwanlin Danvwork col-
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laboratively to investigate development opport@sitin rela-
tion to Kwanlin Dln settlement land.

Mr. Speaker, our government also works cooperativel

with municipal governments and the Association afkdn
Communities. We are working in partnership with coumities
to implement the findings of the Our Towns, Our Ufatre-
view.

We are preparing to launch a multi-year reviewhafMu-

nicipal Act in partnership with the Association of Yukon

Communities. We work in partnership with our twetsr terri-
tories through the Northern Premiers Forum to adeapan-
northern positions on matters such as the teraitdwealth sys-
tem sustainability initiative with the federal gomment as well
as with the province through the Council of the ération. We
work in partnership with the western premiers aagehbilat-
eral accords with our neighbours: Alaska, Albema 8ritish
Columbia. We work in partnership with the membefshe
Pacific NorthwWest Economic Region.

We also enjoy a very constructive, good workingtieh-
ship with the Government of Canada, Yukon’'s MemifdpPar-
liament and Yukon’s Senator.

Mr. Speaker, our main task is to serve Yukoners, \&an
are always striving to find better ways to accosiplihat task.
One of the commitments we made in our 2011 eleqpiat-
form was to continue to explore options to utiliegehnology to
make government services available online or taavg exist-
ing services.

hanced to remain current as well as to improveuhetionality
of reporting in order to better meet governmenusee

Yukon Archives is undertaking a major cold storaye
pansion project that will bring the facility intbe 2£' century
with much needed storage space given the amoumtatérial
Archives collects each year. In 2012-13, $291,000aw fund-
ing will go toward the planning and design worktb& new
storage vault/cold vault for archival records.

It is anticipated that construction will begin i013-14 at
an approximate cost of $2.6 million. This much rezkavork
will ensure the long-term preservation of Yukon’seg@ous
archival heritage that captures not only the peakstories of
Yukoners who have helped to shape this great deyritout
also houses many legal records defining Yukon’sieoac and
social growth.

Mr. Speaker, the 2012-13 budget is the first buddetur
renewed mandate that will begin the process of émjinting
the commitments we made to Yukoners in our 201ttiele
platform, “Moving Forward Together”.

As you can see, we are serious about meeting aur co
mitments, about doing what we said we were goingpto

We ask for patience in that we cannot meet all aam-
mitments in one budget. We have a five-year mandatie
many more budgets yet to come. Rest assured theitorants
we made will be met.

As Robert Service said, “a promise made is a debt u
paid”, and we will deliver on our promises. We hake fiscal

The French Language Services Directorate has workechpacity to fulfill these promises. Mr. Speakere t2012-13

tirelessly to improve access to French contenthmn Yukon
government’s websites and has achieved substaasalts in
the past year. In total the Yukon government nowiadsters
26 websites in French, compared to 18 in 2011 AlPFrench-
speaking Yukoners benefit from this developmentkofiers
are now able to access the Motor Vehicles brangtstration
services entirely in French.

The Department of Community Services is improving

three of its current systems by laying the fouratafior a fu-
ture web portal that in the case of the property assessment
and taxation system will give citizens accesste #ssessment
roll and details of their individual assessmentthia case of the
corporate affairs system, it will permit businesaes lawyers
to submit documents electronically; and in the caehe
building safety system it will allow citizens andrdractors to
apply for building permits on-line, review the sisitof their
application, request inspections and get copieheffinal ap-
proval.

Mr. Speaker, part of good governance is good rekeeg-
ing, storage and protection. The Department of Ways and
Public Works and Public Works, through its recopdsgram
improvement initiative, has allocated $1.115 millim conduct
this multi-year corporate initiative that will impve records
management practices across government to a startdar
will support the management of digital records.

The Yukon government corporate information systems
which are Finance, HR records, land information agament
system and data warehouse — are regularly upgradeéden-

budget in large measure is designed to manage gnityspto
meet the challenges that a growing prosperous ecpioings.
Yukon'’s future indeed looks radiant.

I commend the 2012-13 budget to all members of this

House.

May God bless Yukon.

May God bless Canada.

God save the Queen on the occasion of Her Diamoiid J
lee. Long may she continue to reign over us.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Ms. Hanson: Mr. Speaker, | commend the Minister of
Finance for his delivery of this first Budget Addseto this
Legislative Assembly.

My comments this afternoon will be very brief. Myitial
reaction is — | recall an elementary school teaetter used to
say, “If ifs and ands were pots and pans, what dvawd do for
tinkers?” So we've heard a lot of “ifs” and “and®id promises
in this very lengthy Budget Address. We've heardnpises
before. One of the differences between the Offi€ipposition
and the Yukon Party is that we believe that weaa@untable
to all Yukoners and when commitments are madettiest are
delivered.

So the Premier, as the Minister of Finance, hagespto-
day about spending. The Official Opposition will feeusing
in the budget debate on how effectively we are —a gsvern-
ment, as elected representatives — in managindiscal re-
sources on behalf of all Yukoners.
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Our responses will reflect in debate over the nvesgks,
perhaps months, what we have heard from Yukoneosigfn-
out this territory, as they have spoken with usuatibe issues
that affect them on a day-to-day basis. We wilwaeking to
ensure the potential benefits this budget refldéice to all
Yukoners, not just to a select few.

The Yukon Official Opposition looks forward to aopiuc-
tive debate in this Legislative Assembly. We eneger the
Minister of Finance, we encourage the Premier,rtcoarage
his caucus colleagues to ensure there is a goaa geh aside
for preparation and for the departmental offici@ide able to
brief the Official Opposition and the Third Partyadvance of
each day’s debate. We would also encourage thet thea set
schedule, so this can be done effectively, so webdtdoing
this in an ad hoc manner. We owe it to Yukonersrsure that,
when we're talking about a budget well in exces$bfl bil-
lion, we give it our due attention and all of us with due dili-
gence.

We look forward to a very productive, constructige-
gagement with the members opposite.

Motion to adjourn debate

Ms. Hanson: I move that debate on second reading of
Bill No. 6 be now adjourned.

Speaker: It has been moved by the Leader of the Offi-
cial Opposition that debate be now adjourned.

Motion to adjourn debate on second reading of Ritl. 6
agreed to

Hon. Mr. Cathers: I move that the House do now ad-
journ.

Speaker: It has been moved by the Government House
Leader that the House do now adjourn.

Motion agreed to

Speaker:  This House now stands adjourned until 1:00
p.m. Monday.

The House adjourned at 3:13 p.m.
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