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Yukon Legislative Assembly
Whitehorse, Yukon
Tuesday, March 20, 2012 — 1:00 p.m.

Speaker: I will now call the House to order. We will
proceed at this time with prayers.

Prayers

DAILY ROUTINE

Speaker:  We will proceed at this time with the Order
Paper.
Tributes.

TRIBUTES

In recognition of International Francophonie Day

Hon. Ms. Taylor: [Member spokein French. Text un-
available]

Mr. Speaker, as the minister responsible for thené&n
Language Services Directorate, | rise today totpaute to all
francophones in the world, in Canada and in ouittey, as
March 20 marks the International Francophonie Day.

Since 1999, the Rendez-vous de la Francophonieesob
many celebrations around the Journée internatiodalela
Francophonie on March 20 of every year. The Renoe®-de
la Francophonie is taking place until March 25 aetebrates
the French language and the cultural diversity ofnEh-
speaking populations worldwide. Today, 200 millipeople
speak French all around the world; nine milliontieém live
here in Canada.

French language has been deeply rooted in outagrifor
over 150 years. It's part of our history, our cedtuour identity
and our future. Francophones continue to contrilgugatly to
the development of the Yukon and I'm proud to det here in
the territory, children can indeed be raised amd happily in
French.

So on behalf of the Yukon Legislature, | invite dlikon-
ers to join us in celebrating the Rendez-vous deréncopho-
nie 2012 and the Journée internationale de la BTanie.

| wish to thank all of those who have joined usatndl
would just like extend a warm welcome to thosehim lLegisla-
ture who have joined us for this tribute today. Wave in the
gallery, among many others: Angélique Berngpdesidénte,
Association franco-yukonnaise; Sylvie Geoffroyegidénte,
Association Espace France-Yukon; Yann Herry, coonadteur
des programmes en francais au ministére de I'Edugatarol-
Ann Gingras, membre de la communaute-franco-yuiizern
Serge Dugas, Michel Lemaire, Jean-Marc Champeval,
Jeanne Beaudoin, direction des services en frang&tsalso
have in the Legislature Jean-Sébastien Blais, \shalso with
Association franco-yukonnaise.

Please extend a warm welcome to these individuals.

Applause

In recognition of Help Fight Liver Disease Month

Hon. Mr. Graham: | rise in the House today because
March is Help Fight Liver Disease Month. The livesips fight
off infections, neutralizes toxins, manufacturesteins and
hormones, and helps control blood sugars. It isrg&s to life.

There are over 100 types of liver disease, onlyafnehich is
related to alcohol consumption.

While we don't know the causes of some liver diseage
do know the causes for the most common types. Téreseiral
hepatitis, obesity, alcohol, genetics, autoimmunsorders,
drugs and toxins, and cancer. An estimated 3 millanadians
live with liver disease. The most common forms ofed
disease are hepatitis B and C, liver cancer, atty faver
disease. The Yukon Communicable Disease Contrdl déals
with hepatitis C, which is a chronic liver diseasa, a regular
basis. Thanks to our association with Dr. Romanawak
infectious disease specialist, who flies up ongula basis to
consult and treat hepatitis C sufferers, Yukonergehaccess to
the most up-to-date testing and treatment.

The Canadian Liver Foundation has been workingesinc
1969 to promote liver health and reduce the incideand
impact of liver disease. According to the foundatilivers are
the second most frequently transplanted organ.dh02 74
people died on the waiting list.

The miraculous thing about the liver is that itthe only
human organ that can regenerate itself. This mdkes
transplants possible and means one organ dononalpnsave
many lives. Help Fight Liver Disease Month is a meaf
raising awareness about liver disease and the nmaou
available to combat it. | encourage all Yukonersirtform
themselves about the risk factors and modify tlistyles, if
necessary, to ensure the health of their liver.

In recognition of Arctic sports pioneers
(Delma Kisoun, Eddie Arey and Sam Johnston)

Mr. Elias: On behalf of all members of the House, |
stand to pay tribute to three pioneers of the Arsports and
Dene games who were recently honoured at the 2GtHcA
Winter Games.

I will begin with my Auntie Delma Kisoun. Delma was
involved with the northern games as an athlete filoenage of
15 and as a coach and official for over 40 yeaf®rbeher
passing in a tragic boating accident in 2008. D&rfevourite
traditional Arctic sports included the one-foot atwio-foot
Alaskan high kick, arm pull, kneel jump and thepkine.
Delma met a lot of talented athletes and many @iseduring
her competitive years in Arctic sports. As a codoblma has
supported and trained many youth in reaching tigeials.
Delma told stories and instructed the traditioratimern games
in many schools in the Beaufort Delta and in thekofu
During her time with Arctic sports, she travelledrass
Canada, Greenland and Alaska, teaching and shdhag
traditional games. Delma’s fondest memories of éhtps
§vere meeting people from different communities Wi a
real interest in the northern games. The experi@ema took
from the Inuit games taught her patience and teaiwo the
spirit of the games, everyone became family. Theécadthat
Delma passed on to youth, athletes and participarkst once
they mastered the games, please pass it on to ée n
generation and then they will know they have dommething
good.

We thank you, Delma, for your leadership and pioinge
spirit in the Arctic sports.

Another person who has made significant contrilmgio
toward building awareness of and participation net&s sports
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is Mr. Eddie Arey. Eddie was born in Whitefish &iat in
northern Yukon where he began to learn the progariques
from his elders and gained the knowledge to tedicérs.

In 1978, Eddie moved to Whitehorse, Yukon from likuv
Northwest Territories. In 1980, he and Gerry Kisaugre ap-
proached and asked to coach and participate inAtlctic
Winter Games. This would be the first time the Yokoad a
contingent of athletes participate in Arctic spogs these
games. Eddie brought home the first medal for thdov in
Arctic sports in the ear-pull competition. Eddientitaued on to
participate in eight Arctic Winter Games and coatlier a
total of 14 years, and during that time he colldcteer 40
medals and some 2,000 pins.

Throughout his years as coach, Eddie travelled u&oYi
communities to promote the games
demonstrations in our schools. Eddie influenced lihes of
many Yukon youth. Many past athletes respect himh are
grateful for the time and energy he took in teaghimem the
games. Not only did he teach them the techniquashé also
helped them build strength, learn patience and hesgect for
their competitors. The 2012 Whitehorse Arctic Win@ames
committee was excited to have Eddie as the headadffwe
are thankful for the contributions that Eddie haadm to the
Arctic sports.

Finally, Mr. Sam Johnston. Sam is a well-respectieler
of the Ishkaahittan Clan and of the Teslin Tlin@auncil and
is recognized as a founder and for his many yeficoaching
and developing Dena games within the Arctic WirBames.
Sam began teaching Yukon children the diverse spafrthe
Dena games in the 1980s. His connection with yauth the
sport crossed over to coaching the Yukon Dena gaeaess at
the Arctic Winter Games for over a decade. He mlagesery
integral part in introducing women into the spoithvtheir first
appearance in the 2004 games in the regional npatityi of
Wood Buffalo.

Sam takes great pride in all the youths he hashtaamd
he has always believed that what is important isscomuch
the chance to compete as it is the chance to bepooel of
one’s efforts. He instills in his athletes lead@grsfualities that
include honour, trust, respect and integrity. I dalso had the
opportunity to learn under his tutelage in the Dgames, Mr.
Speaker.

Many athletes, coaches and officials who have e t
pleasure to get to know Sam over the years respeadvice,
knowledge and prayers. Sam says he will coachhteac
instruct the Dene games until the Lord calls hinmbo Our
present and future athletes and coaches of thécAspbrts and
Dene games will forever owe Delma, Eddie and Satetd of
gratitude for their vision and hard work. Thank you

Applause

Speaker:

INTRODUCTION OF VISITORS

Ms. White: Mr.
introduced, mais j'aimerais introduire mon professale
7'eme, 8’'eme et 9’eme annie, I’'homme responsable pwon
passion d’histoire, M. Yann Herry. Merci, Monsieur.

Applause

Are there any introduction of visitors?

Speaker, he has already been

Mr. Barr: | would like to introduce my friend and
neighbour, a hard worker in the community, Gisélam Crag
Lake. Welcome.

| would also like to acknowledge Don Roberts in the
audience — a past minister here in the House. Whedco

Applause

Speaker:  Are there any other introductions of visitors?
Are there any returns or documents for tabling?

TABLING RETURNS AND DOCUMENTS

Hon. Mr. Cathers: I have for tabling today a letter to
the other House Leaders asking their caucusesrtizipate in
the Select Committee on Whistle-blower Protectiord do

and provideatonfirm who their representative on that commitiéebe.

Mr. Elias: | have for tabling today two pieces of
correspondence between me and the Minister of Feshand
Oceans.

Speaker:  Are there any reports of committees?
Are there any petitions?
Are there any bills to be introduced?

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS

Bill No. 41: Introduction and First Reading

Hon. Mr. Nixon: I move that Bill No. 41, entitledct
to Amend the Land Titles Act and the Condominium Act, be
now introduced and read a first time.

Speaker: It has been moved by the Minister of Justice
that Bill No. 41, entitledAn Act to Amend the Land Titles Act
and the Condominium Act, be now introduced and read a first
time.

Moation for introduction and first reading of Bill No. 41
agreed to

Speaker:  Are there any other bills to be introduced?
Are there any notices of motion?

NOTICES OF MOTION

Mr. Hassard: | rise to give notice of the following
motion:

THAT this House urges the Yukon government to cuorgi
to follow the land use planning process set owthapter 11 of
the Umbrella Final Agreement and complete thePeel
Watershed Regional Land Use Plan.

Ms. McLeod: I give notice of the following motion:

THAT this House urges the Yukon government to suippo
fish, wildlife and habitat management and plannibg
conducting inventory projects throughout Yukon.

Ms. Stick:
motion:

THAT this House urges the Minister of Health anati&b
Services to immediately begin an in-depth evaluatid the
Yukon Substance Abuse Action Plan and all Yukon government
services for alcohol, drugs and gambling addictiand to re-
view similar programs in western Canada with a viewde-

| rise to give notice of the following
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termining their adequacy and the need for implemgnbew
programs in the following areas:

(1) medical and housing support for substance deatax
tion;

Yukon is not the first jurisdiction to have to dedth find-
ing a balance between resource claims and the ¢pgblod.
Unfortunately, the Yukon has chosen to allow theués to
drag on, rather than take action. Both British @ubia and

(2) professional and volunteer group and one-on-ondlberta have established policies and regulatidrad balance

counselling;

(3) residential treatment options including landdx
facilities;

(4) supportive after-care services, particularly rural
Yukon;

(5) preventive programs, especially for childred gouth;

(6) special needs clients such as persons affebted
FASD;

(7) harm-reduction counselling and projects; and

(8) pilot projects of innovative detoxification,etment
and after-care options;

AND to establish a Yukon addictions strategy withlie
present fiscal year.

Mr. Tredger:
motion:

THAT this House urges the Yukon government to resipo
to the housing crisis looming for seniors and edier rural
Yukon by developing a comprehensive seniors ancreld
housing strategy through:

(1) consulting with all
continuum of care;

(2) ensuring that rural seniors and elders do ravehto
leave their home communities; and

(3) completing this investigation by September 2012

| rise to give notice of the following

Mr.
motion:

THAT this House urges the Minister of Environmeat t
verify with the federal ministers of EnvironmenhdaFisheries
and Oceans that salmon and other fish stocks, toigravater
fowl, and ocean mammals have not been contaminbjed
Japan’s Fukushima Daiichi nuclear reactor meltdoamd
accordingly are safe for Canadians to consume.

Elias: | rise to give notice of the following

Mr. Silver: | give natice of the following motion:

competing land use without harm to their econonieghe
public purse. In 2012, the public expects governs¢n ad-
dress values for land beyond mineral staking. 8skithe Pre-
mier what guides his balancing of competing lanesu®r the
21% century.

Hon. Mr. Cathers: What I'd like to recap with the
member opposite is the member knows during the 2011
election campaign, we criticized the proposed plaat the
Commissioner presented and we criticized the offoditical
parties for committing to accept the plan. We cottedi to
seeking a final plan that protects the environnaam respects
all sectors of the economy. The key phrase | waetphasize
in that is “all sectors of the economy”. We beliesed we
committed to during the election campaign and stantbday
the importance of ensuring that the final plan vgoflr all
sectors of the economy and doesn’t pick winnerslesets.

Ms. Hanson: It would appear from that answer that
the Premier — and I'm hearing from the minister -elidves
that free-entry staking is the preeminent landingee Yukon.
There is no balancing of interests in the Peel wrtties

stakeholders to determine aPremier's government. Under free-entry staking, erah and

oil and gas claims can override agricultural consetrapping
concessions, tourism  opportunities, even residentia
development. All this will continue while we awdénd use
plans in the Yukon.

In short, the Premier and the Yukon Party goverrtmen
believe that in 2012, that free-entry staking trgngdl other
uses of land and dictates land use planning. Thet Blen is
responsible; land use planning is responsible; Rhemier’'s
position is not responsible. Could the Premier axpto this
House how he is addressing competing land use éasar
without land use plans?

Hon. Mr. Cathers: Again, Mr. Speaker, the member
is not properly reflecting the facts as we havedattd during
the election campaign. We believe in an approaahgiotects
the environment and respects all sectors of thewung. For

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon tothe member to suggest that mining trumps all otfhierests is

immediately take steps to invest in affordable hoyprojects
in the territory by using the remaining $13 milliom funding
that it received from the federal government yeag® to
development affordable housing in the territory,ichhthe
government continues to claim as savings.

Speaker: Is there a statement by a minister?
This then brings us to Question Period.

QUESTION PERIOD

Question re: Peel watershed land use plan

Ms. Hanson:
the Yukon Party government has repeatedly clainfed it
would be irresponsible to implement the Peel Waeuls

Planning Commission’s plan because they say it @oul

bankrupt the territory. This is irresponsible.diciaims like this
by the members opposite that are creating fear.

Mr. Speaker, over the past six months

simply not reflective of the facts within today'®gulatory
environment and it's certainly not reflective of ish
government’s position. We believe very much in the
importance of all livelihoods, of all sectors oéthconomy and
of course other uses, including cultural uses, istéwxe
hunting, recreational purposes, resident hunting, @ course
the protection of the environment and the protectbwildlife
within the area. So again, the member is absolinelyrrect in
that.

What we committed to and have talked about in the
election and today is seeking a plan that protetis
environment and respects all sectors of the econanuy is

'focused on looking at models, such as in north Ywkehere

they took an approach that managed intensity of tetber
than type of use, and came up with a very succlegisiu.

Ms. Hanson: | would remind the member opposite
that we are not in an election campaign. He is guwent; |
acknowledge that the Yukon Party won the electidhat we
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are looking for is responsible government. If thek¥n Party
government extends this position taken with respethe Peel
to all areas not under land use plans in the Yukois, a be-
trayal of the public trust and it undermines thabrella Final

incomplete. As soon as we receive the names fremdbpec-
tive Official Opposition — as well as the Liberabi®, of
which | don't believe they have expressed theidimghess,
which is truly unfortunate — then we can actualtgqeed with

Agreement and the new relationship created under the landhe work of the select committee.

claims process. Wherever Yukoners decide that Emalld
have uses other than resource extraction, theybeilblocked
by this government. This approach means that iz oil
and gas extraction will trump all other uses irufatland use
plans.

Will the Premier stand up and support a balanaaadern

Ms. Hanson: A brief response, because | do
encourage the government to move forward on thisiariact
the minister opposite need not be aware, althobghlatter
tabled in the Legislature today by the House Leadekes it
clear that the Official Opposition did provide anma for

participation in this important committee in the deenber

values, or is 19 century free-entry staking the predominantsitting, so the Official Opposition has made itacl¢hat we

land use in this territory?

Hon. Mr. Cathers: I know the NDP does not support
mining. We see the anti-mining comments come up.haie
taken an approach and will continue to take an agr that
respects all sectors of the economy, including ueso
extraction, but also areas including tourism. Thgnificant
investments that this government has put into sourover the
last nine years stand as a testament to that. Wevéein
seeking an outcome that works for each and evetpsef the
economy, taking an approach that is evidence-babed,is
fair, that is equitable and that, rather than engam the type
of heated rhetoric the Leader of the NDP likesrtgage in, we
are talking about seeking an approach that protéoes
environment and respects all sectors of the economy

Within the remaining stages of the planning process
will, as | have emphasized before in this Houseitiooe to
follow our obligations under the First Nation firareements
— continue to follow the process — and present psep
modifications to Yukoners that are aimed at reaghfre goal
we outlined to the public last fall. It is a fingllan that protects
the environment and respects all sectors of the@ung.

Question re:  Whistle-blower protection legislation

Ms. Hanson:
government is prepared to move forward with whibtlver
protection legislation. | just have a simple quastiBefore | do
this, | just want to point out to the Premier that, the
conversations that we have had in the past, we pawved out
that the Select Committee on Whistle-blower Pradecinet 13
times between 2007 and 2010. They received theiaof
many, including former labour, retired civil sertsn the
Ombudsman, the Public Service Commission and caerder
citizens, and came up with a series of 10 recomiatés.
Both opposition caucuses signed a minority repamd a
supported the recommendations.

Mr. Speaker, the bulk of the work is done. This kviartoo
important to be delayed much longer. I'm pleasedde that
the Premier, through the House Leader, has indicdtey are
prepared to introduce a motion to get the impontark of this
committee going. What I'd like to hear from the mrer is the
timeline for this. When will this motion be brougbtward?

Hon. Ms. Taylor:
that the Official Opposition will, indeed, be paitiating in the
select committee for the purposes of developingsthdiblower
protection. As the members opposite are very famithis is a
priority of our government and has been for sommetiAs the
member correctly points out, a significant amountvork has
been done in previous years on this very topic; e, it is

want to move it forward.

When | met with the Premier a week ago Monday, |
clarified with him the importance that we place ¢ms
legislation. There are too many issues at play,hiareerms of
the importance of the public sector being able datltkir job
unimpeded and unhindered by perceived threatsabithesats
in terms of their professionalism and their pulsi@vice to all
of us as Yukoners. So | ask the minister if shddpuovide us
with a timeline and when the targeted introductidrwhistle-
blower protection legislation would be completeds A
mentioned earlier, there were three years of d&ons. What
is the anticipated timeline for introduction of iglgtion?

Hon. Ms. Taylor: Actually, the letter that the member
opposite makes reference to is requesting confiomaif the
name that was earlier put forward. We have notivedethat
confirmation as of yet, so we look forward to redsy that
confirmation.

Likewise, we also look forward to receiving the icifl
response from the Third Party. We hope that theselieen a
turn or a change in opinion as to their particip@atin this
important work ahead.

Without wishing to pre-empt the outcome of the skle
committee — because it has actually yet to be fdrraed

| am pleased to hear that the phecause the names have yet to be put forth by gipesition

parties — we certainly look forward to reviewingetterms of
reference and, of course, that will indeed eniailetines for
the future work. In the meantime, | want to be velgar that
there are protections available through publicadetislation,
through collective agreements and a variety of otlispute
resolution mechanisms housed throughout governmeiity
that are available to those employees who feeliegenl.

Ms. Hanson: It's playing games, | would suggest —
when a letter is tabled in the Legislative Asseminytoday,
March 20, to suggest that we're delaying a respohsaid
earlier the Official Opposition provided a namehe members
of the government party. If the government choasegplay
games like that, it's really unfortunate, becauswetwit does
demonstrate is that really, there is no commitnterhis very,
very important piece of legislation.

Mr. Speaker, we said before that we want to getlte$or
public servants. We know that public servants wintsee

We too are very pleased to heargyong rules so that those who witness and repoethical,

unlawful and wasteful practices are not at risk wffair
reprisal. So can we set aside the unfortunatec$qutaying of
games here? We have made it clear — we want to riose
forward. We have given a name to the governmentwilleof
course, as a formality, confirm that name, but weps/ want
to know —
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Speaker:
Service Commission.

Ms. Hanson: — what is the commitment of this
government to move forward?

Hon. Ms. Taylor: For the sake of not wishing to
remain repetitive, as the members of the oppositiauld
appear to be doing, | just again want to reiteraig
government’'s commitment toward developing publictse
legislation when it comes to whistle-blower protest We
want to do that in collaboration with members ofe th
opposition. We look forward to receiving confirntati of the
name put forward by the Leader of the Official Ogigon;
likewise, we also look forward to receiving the reafrom the
Third Party. In the meantime, again, our governnues place
a great emphasis on ensuring that there are mesthsnin
place for employees to challenge actions taken ‘el to
by the employer — and that which is upheld by legisn
currently — whether it is thé&nvironment Act, the Public
Service Act, the Ombudsman Act, the YukonHuman Rights
Act, the Occupational Health and Safety Act — are also
comprised in a number of different policy initisivthat are all
available to employees when it comes to potentinlsa of
authority or when in fact employees feel aggrieved.

Question re:

Mr. Elias:
rosy outlook for the financial future of the teory. | would
like to believe him, Mr. Speaker, but for the lasb years |
have stood here and listened to another Yukon Hynier
brag about surpluses only to have the Yukon Pamyicue to
deliver deficit after deficit.

Fiscal management

Order please. Minister responsible for Publicdeplorable. I've said this before. Why is the goweent sitting

on this money to make its budget look bigger rathen in-
vesting it where it's needed?

Hon. Mr. Kent: As | have said in the House
previously in our abbreviated sitting prior to Gitmas, the
Yukon Party government has invested substantialuabsoof
dollars in social housing — 127 new housing unitsrev
constructed over the past two years. Three hundnedfifty
housing units were upgraded. So there’'s now a wit#63
affordable social housing units throughout the Mukto
provide independent living housing for low-incomekRdéners.
With that progress that we made, there’s still &ssantial
amount of work to be done and we’re working on .that
Addressing the housing needs of Yukoners is veryxchmu
reflected in the budget that was tabled by the Rrehere last
Thursday.

Mr. Elias: Last week when the Premier presented the
budget, he talked at great length about the neédvawsify the
economy. Diversifying the economy means investingai
number of sectors to ensure that there is more omanpillar
holding the economy up. Yet he went on to say sdgeech,
“So goes mining, so goes Yukon.”

In a diverse economy, the setback of one sectardhmt
be able to derail the entire economy. Just lastkwélee
Minister of EMR answered every single question thas put

Last week the Premier offered up a veryy, the government. He told us the same thing eving:

protecting the Peel will bankrupt the territory.

I'd like to ask the Premier: if this government tasated
such a diverse economy, then how could the Yukon go
bankrupt if parts of it are protected from develept?

Hon. Mr. Dixon: Mr. Speaker, the member opposite

We had to approve supplementary budgets last year a g referencing attempts — and successful attentptsag— at

the year before just so the government could makis eneet.
Last week it was revealed that the government’'sduvgdng

limit has been increased from $300 million lastryea$400
million this year. It's pretty hard to see this gowment has
been fiscally responsible when it's already gettiegdy to dive
into the red. If this is a pay-as-you-go governmeénén why
does the debt ceiling need to be raised by ond2hir

Hon. Mr. Pasloski:
press release on increased borrowing limits a fews dago.
Now this was a result of a federal review that Cenimitiated
in May 2010. Mr. Flaherty, the federal Minister Bfnance,
called for a review of the operation of the bornogvilimit to
ensure an inclusive and accurate reporting of abbgs within
the limit. Mr. Flaherty said that the compensatorgreases
would be made to current borrowing limits as a Itestithe
review.

Mr. Speaker, this increase was not a result ofquest
from the Government of Yukon but in fact was a hesii a
review done by the federal government.

Mr. Elias:
plus is impressive. What's not so impressive isgh& million
in federal housing money that this government igntiog as
part of its savings. This $13 million is part oftaunk of money
that was given to the last Yukon Party governmesary ago.
Last year it was revealed that the government eah lsitting
on this funding to inflate its books. This is méyaleprehensi-
ble at the best of times, but considering the elnalés that all
Yukoners are having with housing these days, thisaisically

If taken at face value, an $80-million sur-

diversifying our economy. | think this governmerdashmade
significant investments in diversifying our econoragd it's
reflected in the budget today. We have a numbdumds and
programs aimed at promoting other sectors of thenemy
aside from the mining industry. Of course, we retpg that
the mineral resources sector of our economy hasemri
Yukon's economy over the years and that's a goawgttBut

Mr. Speaker, Canada did issue ae do need to take steps to diversify, to ensuréawe long-
term health in our economy. We're investing in Bepartment

of Tourism and Culture to strengthen our tourisaustry.

The Minister of Energy, Mines and Resources is m@ki
investments in the forestry industry to ensure thathave a
robust forestry industry and my department, Ecomomi
Development, has made a number of investmentsovation,
research and commercialization to ensure that wgoek a
diverse, strong, healthy economy.

Question re:  Continuing care program

Ms. Stick: The announcement by the Minister of
Health and Social Services for 10 new beds at thenBon
Centre and funding for six full-time equivalentshiome care is
most welcome. Hopefully, this will relieve some dlfie
pressure we've been hearing about at the hospitalassume

the funding decisions for new beds and more home staff is

based on recognition of the scope of community se€dn the
minister provide us with numbers on the currentthghifor
long-term care beds in Whitehorse and in the conities
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Hon. Mr. Graham: Currently there are a number of
people residing in Whitehorse General Hospital wiib be
moved to the Thomson Centre. That will relieve sqressure
on the hospital. Between people on the waitlist padple we
expect will be requiring palliative care in the héaw years,
we're still about 24 beds short of where we woikd to be.

Ms. Stick:
care is the most expensive form of health carevesli For
well over 10 years people who have needed extecaledhave
been inappropriately housed in acute care bedsritaspitals
where they may be blocking a bed for another paiemot
getting the appropriate programming they need. Véhaiaste
of resources. Often we are talking about people dbaot
have family who can advocate or visit with them. s¥laeed
services like rehabilitation, socialization and dasograms.
Their only socialization — and | speak from perdona
experience — is sitting in the front lobby.

In an acute care setting and without appropriat
programming, their conditions deteriorate. Effegtadlocation
of health care money depends on good statistica Be
minister give us the number of people who have lerised in
the last year, not only in the Whitehorse hospitalt also
others?

Hon. Mr. Graham: Mr. Speaker, there are
approximately 10 people currently housed in Whitsho
General Hospital who will be moved to the Thoms@mige.

We also have to take a look at the whole continoficare
for seniors. Not only are we looking at palliativere, we are
looking at diversifying the care. We are trying éncourage
seniors, first of all, to stay in their own homemder. We
would like to see them with better health. We axpamding
our home care program quite extensively. Throughsqreal
experience, | know that it has become very sucuokssf
assisting seniors to stay in their own homes, baeitare also
looking at a number of options. That is why in thelget, at
this time, there is an extra $110,000 for planriirtgre care for
seniors in the territory.

Ms. Stick:
that there is some discussion — hopefully planringoing on
for palliative care, as that is something that esn missing in
the continuing care continuum.

Can the minister tell us if these new beds thatgaiag to
be freed up at the hospital are going to be occupie more
people? Will there be more people coming in andgighose?
If there are people in there, can they receive sofitbe other
services, such as day programming at the Thomsaotr&;eso
that they are not stuck sitting in the hospitahwibthing to do?

Hon. Mr. Graham: That's a real tough one to answer
because we have no idea what's going to happédreinéxt six
months in terms of people arriving at Whitehorsen&al
Hospital. What | can tell the member is that thiigtave care
program was established by this government in ts. pVe
are fairly happy with it. We are very happy with it

As you're probably aware, the program currently kEyp
a resource nurse, a social worker, education ve&mtoordi-
nator and a contract physician advisory posititis.dtructured
not only to provide education and consultation ltqgpeograms
that deliver services to seniors or end-of-lifeecr Yukoners,
but it also includes working in the hospital, conmity nurs-
ing, community care and First Nation health anda@ervices

That answer is much appreciated. Acute

| am very pleased to hear from the minister

programs. So we're trying to coordinate all thegoamns. We
will, with this planning money, again, continue phéng that
has already begun in this area.

Question re: Whitehorse Correctional Centre
programming

Ms. Moorcroft: In December, the Minister of Justice
noted that with the opening of the new state-ofdtte
Whitehorse Correctional Centre, there would berémendous
shift in programming and cultural importance”.dthoped that
the huge increase in cost from $30 million to $7lion for
the construction for the Whitehorse Correctionaht@e will
support state-of-the-art programming facilities aedlvery.

I've written to the minister asking him for moretdied
information on this new programming focus. Sindeale not
received a written reply, | am asking for an anshene today.
| emphasize that | am asking about new programmnasghe
indicated in his throne speech response. What negragms

ave been developed and how have these programs
incorporated First Nations’ cultural perspectives?

Hon. Mr. Nixon: In addressing the member opposite,
as she well knows, the move to the new Whitehorse
Correctional Centre just occurred last Thursday,ttsere’s
going to be a breaking-in phase, where people aténg
adjusted to the new environment, and then we’ldzessessing,
on an individual basis, what programming is reqliinghether
it be support for FASD, alcohol and drug treatmentbut
those programs are going to be outlined in the ngmveeks,
as we move into the new facility. But right now th&ff is
getting adjusted to the new building. Their tragnis finished,
but all that stuff continues. Like | said, the pragming will
come out in the coming weeks. There was some
implementation of programs, as | just mentionedhwicohol
and drugs, et cetera at the old Whitehorse Coar&tiCentre,
but those will be rolled out in the coming weeks. they come
out, |1 will be happy to let the member oppositedin that
information.

Ms. Moorcroft: I would like to congratulate the
minister and the department for a successful moviag new
facility.

Yukon First Nations comprise 25 percent of our pagpon
and, sadly, the number of aboriginal people incatee at
Whitehorse Correctional Centre is generally betwégrio 90
percent of the inmate population. The Whitehorserétional
Centre Elders Advisory Committee offers an invalaadervice
supporting inmates and staff up at the Correcti@utitre. This
important committee has a traditional focus andaitries the
best interest of the inmates close to their hedtigy deserve
our gratitude for supporting many inmates persgreatid with
cultural policy in the institution.

Again, | ask the minister—he indicated in the thgon
speech address and they speak of it in their Buddetess:
what kinds of programming changes are you movirngatd
based on advice from the Whitehorse Correctionahti@e
Elders Advisory Committee?

Hon. Mr. Nixon: The member again well knows
throughout the whole correctional redevelopmengestahe
First Nations have been there, front and centrg. &rthe pro-
gramming for First Nations at the Whitehorse Cdiceal
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Centre will involve First Nations in the developmeai that
program and offering that program.
| don’t quite know where the member is going. SHis

flopping here a little bit with programming and théalking
about First Nations. Mr. Speaker, like | said befgsrogram-
ming at the WCC is something that is very uniqud ardi-
vidualized for the inmate. As | said before, thewgramming
will be coming forth in the coming weeks as peaopd¢ settled
into the jail and those types of programs are ifledt

Ms. Moorcroft:
Both questions are related to the same questioa.nihister,
in December, said there would be a tremendous shift
programming and cultural importance. | am asking bo tell
us what kinds of First Nation cultural knowledgeisidringing
into the new programming.

| agree with the minister that reintegration plamgnimust
start early to be successful, that in order forates not to re-
offend, we need to have planning done before theyeleased
from a correctional facility. That planning needs iticlude
housing first, so that with stable housing, peaga avoid re-
offending. We also need to ensure that there isr-gfire
programming dealing with inmates’ addictions.

ORDERS OF THE DAY

GOVERNMENT BILLS

Bill No. 6: First Appropriation Act, 2012-13 — Second
Reading — adjourned debate

Clerk: Second reading, Bill No. 6, standing in the
name of the Hon. Mr. Pasloski; adjourned debateHban. Ms.
Taylor.

Speaker: Minister of Community Services, you have

| am asking the minister a question. 13 minutes and 12 seconds.

Hon. Ms. Taylor:
speak in response to the budget that was delivbsedur
Minister of Finance and Premier just a few shorysdago.
Yesterday | was remiss in not starting my respobge
extending my heartfelt thanks to the Departmentiofance
officials and the many employees throughout the eemwment
of Yukon for their hard work in assembling the batigefore
us.

| am very pleased to be able to

As Yukoners can appreciate, expenditures houselinwit

each and every department and agency requires thoaght.
It requires a multitude of different individuals idifferent

Can the minister today make a commitment that He wi capacities to help bring the government’s mandafevition. |

provide me with the existing programs in place,vasdl as
continuing to update — which he hasn’t yet — whatwn
programming will be brought forward?

Hon. Mr. Nixon:
flip-flopping from programming to housing. Progratmg is
provided at the Whitehorse Correctional Centres la
contracted service — non-governmental organizatiche
Elders’ Advisory Group and First Nation particiati

The programming that is offered currently at Whitete
Correctional Centre includes things like substaratmise
programming; anger management;  spousal
programming; sexual offending programming; mentahlth
services; cultural activities such as craft, druraking and
carving; educational upgrading through Yukon Cadleg
Alcoholics Anonymous; and both internal and ofesibhmate
work programs. The centre also offers spiritualvisels and
cultural celebrations, such as solstice gatheriagd feasts.
Correctional Services will be piloting a cognitivekills
program in the near future.

Speaker:
elapsed.

Notice of government private members’ business

Hon. Mr. Cathers:
14.2(7), | would like to identify the items stangdim the name
of the government private members for debate onndsdhy,
March 21. They are Motion No. 84, standing in thene of the
Member for Watson Lake, and Motion No. 81, standim¢he
name of the Member for Watson Lake.

Speaker:
Day.

Again, the member appears to be

Pursuant to Standing Order

We will now proceed with Orders of the

can say that | very much appreciate the profeskgmahat our
public service brings and all of their valued cdnitions to the
assembling of this very budget.

The 2012-13 budget, as | have already referensethe
largest budget to be tabled in the Assembly to,datalling
some $1.16 billion, of which roughly $231 millioa directed
toward capital. Building on previous budgets dalek by the
Yukon Party government, the budget is comprised néimber
of strategic capital investments in support of laedelopment,
municipal  infrastructure,  building  development

extremely integral to the continued growth of arritory.

and
assaumaintenance and transportation. | might add thathake are

As has been the case the past several years, Yaikon’

economy continues to out perform pretty much th@ritg of
the country when it comes to employment opportesit— so
too has our population and of course the demandhdasing.
Between 2006 and 2011, Statistics Canada receefigried
that our population rose by some 11 percent, soingdilnd
and affordable housing available is and continuesb¢ a
priority for the Yukon government. Again, buildingn

The time for Question Period has now previous investments by the Yukon government, iidget we

are speaking to today includes approximately $3Biamiin
support of land developments throughout the tegritbat will
result in some 300-plus residential lots being meadslable by
the end of 2013.

These developments are primarily in support
subdivisions and neighbourhoods, such as the \&hB#nd
lots, the first phase of which will be made avdiathis fall,
followed by the second phase a year thereaftereT ébgether,
of course, we will see, at the end of the day, 4i9gle-family
lots, 32 duplexes, 17 multi-family lots and 48 tohome lots.
That is all inclusive of the 300 lots | spoke oflieat.

of

There are land developments being planned, not ionly
Whitehorse, but also in Carmacks, Dawson City, Mayo

Watson Lake and, as | mentioned, here at home.
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We will continue of course to work with our munialjies
and First Nation governments on a range of lanc:ibgment
options to meet the growing needs of our commuitiéhen it
comes to land availability, it is and continuegémain a high
priority of this government and is an important té&cin
overcoming many of the challenges related to a#fblel and
sustainable housing in the territory.

The budget also includes investments in the opeofrid

which covers a whole continuum of housing needs f@iti-
ties surrounding each and every community.

When it comes to second-stage housing, we were very
pleased. | was pleased to be able to co-annountie the
Premier that the government has committed a totab4o5
million to the building of a new second-stage hogsfacility
in Whitehorse. The project is going to see the Yukdomen'’s
Transition Home Society build a 10-unit project, igvh will

additional continuing care beds at the Thomson 1@ent provide transitional, supportive, secure and afibtd housing

continuing care centre, bringing the total numtdexs to 29,
| understand. This year’s budget includes just &Zmillion
for the hiring of 17 various staff to administerckeof these
continuing care beds.

As the Minister of Health and Social Services réigen
referred to, building on that — | should also atldttCopper
Ridge Place has seen their facility grow to capaeind it was
this Yukon Party government that actually saw tpering of
some 24 beds in past years. Now | believe theralarest 100
residents residing at Copper Ridge Place, comprisedany
long-term, continuing care needs, including resfatechildren
and others. This year’s budget includes $110,0@0ahie for
the ongoing assessment of long-term continuing naesls in
recognition of our aging and thriving population.

| also wanted to make note that under the ministry
education, we also have dollars available. | beliéis just
under a $2-million investment for the ongoing adstiation
of the licensed practical nurse program deliverédyakon
College. It has been a tremendous success in trimsnging
graduates, all of whom have been placed in jolmutyirout the
territory, whether it is in home care, whether iti®rking in
Copper Ridge Place or at the Thomson Centre. & isally
great news story because it is all about investingur own
Yukon citizens and ensuring that we are able te tdvantage
of the employment opportunities that are affordedugh the
expansion of health care initiatives such as cairigpcare.

Again, | commend the Minister of Education for wioi
in collaboration with the Minister of Health andcsd Services
to bring these two initiatives to fruition as welWhen the
program was established back in 2008, | believéasscof 11
graduated, while a class of 13 is set to gradiniseyear.

In fact, | would like to say that | just ran inta ald friend
of mine | grew up with in the Town of Watson Lalked she’s
one of those graduates. I'm pretty proud of
accomplishments and I'm proud of all the graduales.just
great to see that we continue to invest heavilgdacation and
training initiatives.

Likewise, the budget also includes monies for thening
of six additional beds at the Whitehorse Generadgital. In
response, as | mentioned, to our growing populatiathne ter-
ritory, approximately $800,000 is being allocatedthis initia-
tive. Likewise, planning dollars are also set tog teplacement
of McDonald Lodge, for design work — just under §D0
— in Dawson City. Planning dollars for the replaesiof the
Sarah Steele Building in Whitehorse are also iretld just
wanted to say that | certainly hope that the memlogposite
do choose to vote in favour of these and many otlkpendi-
tures the 2012-13 budget is comprised of, becaligeese very
expenditures. | feel that they are very importard are all part
and parcel of an overriding housing strategy fa térritory,

her

for women and children who are fleeing abusive agituns.
These units are going to be made available to tfzsiies for
a transition period of anywhere from 12 to 18 manti has
been a project that has been in the making for someand |
certainly commend the staff and the board of dmect
associated with the society for their ongoing werkworking
in collaboration with the Women'’s Directorate andny other
women’s organizations throughout the territory.

| think that it's a unique partnership. It's goitm develop
an innovative and environmentally friendly and yer
efficient facility that fits within the site choseto meet the
safety and security and the living needs of wonrehchildren,
and we very much commend this project to the Lagisé. We
look forward to it.

Of course the building project team includes memur
the Women’s Directorate, working in collaborationtiwthe
society itself and the Department of Highways andlie
Works who will continue to provide technical advide
partnership with the society who will be the evenhtfacility
owner.

Of course, as | mentioned, this initiative builds many
other housing initiatives in support of familiegdhghout the
territory which includes the Whitehorse affordatiieusing
initiative comprised of 33 units that we were atdebuild and
open just shy of, | believe, just over a year dg@also builds
on the availability of second-stage housing unftat twere
opened within the Town of Watson Lake. | had thpastunity
to tour that facility earlier this year, and | amerhendously
proud of the work and the ongoing progression ofises that
they continue to make available to women and cohildn that
community. It also builds on many other housingiatives
that the Government of Yukon has taken over th¢ pageral
years.
| just want to spend a couple of minutes speakinthat
very factor because | think it's very importantgoint out that
previous Yukon Party governments have worked tovward
have seen a substantial increase in housing uaitgykmade
available — whether it's through Yukon Housing Gangtion,
including approximately 125 new housing units being
constructed, which really is equivalent to a 40epat increase
in the overall housing stock delivered by the Yukdousing
Corporation. Likewise, it also builds on over 3Qfjtades that
we have also made to our housing stock under thee gif the
corporation throughout the Yukon when it comes x@steng
housing units. Of course, some of those units delthe
Haines Junction seniors housing complex. It inctude
investments and partnerships with Habitat for Huityathat
has made a number of homes — duplexes and triplxes
single residential home made available within tbenmunity
of Whitehorse.
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We have also been able to see to fruition a neldrem’'s
receiving home located in downtown Whitehorse. Waeh
been able to partner up to see, as | referencdirea new
family-focused housing initiative in Riverdale. Théexander
Street seniors housing replacement on the Whitehwater-
front has been a very welcomed environment for semiors
and elders situated here in Whitehorse. We hawesalen other
investments, such as a seniors housing complershnt

We are within our platform for which we were redgnt
elected. It also includes a number of housing itmests that
the government is very much committed to. We werelected
some four months ago, | believe it was. We do laafiee-year
term, so we are working on planning. We are working
collaboration with other stakeholders.

Speaker:
elapsed.

Ms. White:
the time to air my thoughts on this year's buddpet, first |
would like to talk a little bit about my riding.

Boy, am | lucky. | have amazing people living inkhani-
Kopper King. Weekly, | get re-introduced to someat® can
teach me something about something. Last week,a &
lovely couple up at the seniors complex at 600 &yalDrive. |
had a great visit, which reminded me why | chosautoin the
first place. For me, it's all about the peoplesltvith people in
mind that | respond to this budget.

| am perplexed by the tone in which it is beingivied
and the pride at having the biggest budget evereatly $1.2
billion. It is a budget that encourages and suppiodustry, but
appears to have left most of the population behindias said
that we have the highest population growth in thentry for
2011. Excellent, but where do these people live?

Order please. The minister's time has

How much do we really get? Last year, it showed tha

campground permits brought in $119,000 more thad &nd
mineral leases and royalties combined. Ouch. Tautsnining
really does pay.

Yukoners are an afterthought, barely a blip on rdutar.
We only get reimbursement once the company dectapesfit
and that’'s above and beyond paying their investotyy are
losing nothing. If the territory is doing so wellpw come visits
to the food bank are at an all-time high? How cothe
Salvation Army needed sleeping mats for the flodfith a
budget that is $80 million bigger than last yeawhcome the
budget for the Yukon Housing Corporation is $9 imillless?
This government has yet to table their housingtesgsa We
still haven't been told how the crisis they createdl be
solved.

In the Yukon Party election platform they mentioned
working with NGOs to establish a youth shelter. agdf you
were to call the youth organizations, you'd disaotleat no

Thank you, Mr. Speaker, for allowing me phone calls had been made, no discussions had.eVitné¢his

budget has money been earmarked for a youth shalten
can we hope to see one open its doors to the yahso need
it?

Heck, if we follow that line of questioning, whei® the
money to help seniors in communities like Mayo? ibgithe
election campaign, Mayo was promised a seniors texripy
this government. Where is the money in the budgettHat?
Has Mayo been accidentally forgotten?

In the fall of 2011, the government put out a ¢ail bids
on lot 262, a triangle of land between Mountainvigrive and
Range Road — a call for affordable rental units. atéker
happened with that? When will the public and memlzer this
side of the floor be told what plans lie aheadl®r262? | can
tell you that the residents in the area have geneoncerns
with the quality of the existing road, with pothsl¢hat can

Out of 107 active mining companies operating in theswallow pickup trucks. | realize that that respbiigy falls to
Yukon, how many are based in the Yukon? How many pathe city, but | hope that we can work together.

taxes in the Yukon? How many of those employeesipayme
tax in the territory — the ones who are flown irddtown out
on a bi-weekly basis? How much money do these comapa
stand to benefit from their time here? How many enan
interest in seeing the communities they affectvé®i Why
aren’t the operating mines taking more of an irdeia the
communities around them? Why aren’t we, as govemime
encouraging those relationships?

I'm glad Ross River is getting a rec centre, butyvgn’t
Yukon Zinc a partner in that project? It was sdidttof the
three operating mines, the mineral production valse
estimated to be $421 million. What do the peopléhefYukon
see of that? Aren't Yukoners the number one shéideh®
Don't we have the most to lose? Shouldn’t we getfitst slice
of the pie?

Instead, government encourages a fly-in/fly-outrecoy.
Companies pay for equipment, they pay for the oofst
development and then they pay their investors. THgy
employees in from across Canada, sometimes froomdrthe
world. Long after the ground is turned, long after highways
are affected, long after our landscape is changesvér, long
after our communities are affected negatively byitg mines
at their back doors — only then do we collect.

| am pleased to hear that we can expect phasaihitle
Bend to be on board for the fall of 2012. | am emeged by
the support the government is offering the cithédp with the
other phases. | am, however, curious about thesoiwol site.
The budget allows for research as to where in ¢hetary a
new school might go, with the announcement thatngiwith
the residential lots available, it mentions theosthAre we to
believe that Whistle Bend is first in line for thaw school?

| applaud the government in recognizing that waste

management is an important step when we walk heduture,

but I believe we can do more than this budget aldid like to

see this government step up to the challenge of waste, to
encourage large-scale recycling and compostindgpdginesses
and to continue supporting citizens in the workythkeady do.
Organizations like Raven Recycling and P&M Recyglireed
government help to be able to better serve théderr With a

population that sits at nearly 35,000, we couldjlobal leaders
in waste management. We could show the world hangsh
could be done differently.

I've attended numerous oil and gas meetings inldise
week and they're complicated, to say the least.dBt thing is
clear at those meetings: Yukoners are saying “rm"the
disposition process.
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Imagine ma surprise quand une citoyenne ma ditl qu’i
n'avait pas une Assemblée Publique en Frangaste pour la
disposition d’huile et de gaz. Je me suis inforhj&it appris
que la population francophone on a besoin de deenanth
gouvernement pour les reunions on francais, et lgugou-
vernement peut en offrir ou non. A ce moment lesoaces
demande seulement les commentaries submit en recritas
un invitation a une Assemblée Publigeeque le department
n'a pas de literature en francais disponible cameer les dis-
positions. Comment esque c’est possible? Avecsuinjet
aussi complique que celle si, comment c’est posgible cette
population n’est pas offrir les meme services?

I don’t know how a government that claims to beeint
ested in economic diversification would justify tog $2 mil-
lion from the Department of Economic DevelopmenhisT
budget fails to reflect the public’s priorities.lécks vision, and
the numbers — well, I'm not sure about the numbkzmn’t
support it.

Hon. Mr. Kent: It's a pleasure to rise today in support
of this budget, the first budget of our governmamd the third
mandate of the Yukon Party here in the Yukon. ike o also
take this opportunity once again to thank my coustits in
Riverdale North for showing confidence in me last fo sit as
their representative in this Legislature. | willghlight a

It's shameful that the francophone population ist nonumber of things throughout the budget that affduot
receiving an oil and gas meeting in French. In @anae have constituents of Riverdale North and generally thastituents
two official languages, don’'t we? | invite the nstérs opposite of Whitehorse.
to attend the public meeting with me on Thursday:80 p.m. Il also speak to my portfolios, Education, and
at the High Country Inn. Maybe they would even likecatch  responsibility for the Yukon Housing Corporatiordasome of
the screening ofasland that citizens are showing at Sport the budget commitments that we've made for boththoke
Yukon. By attending this meeting, they would geh&ar what organizations. Before | get started, there werecairse, a
people are thinking straight from the source, with@any number of responses to the budget yesterday ande som
filters. You might even understand why people aralarmed interesting comments from members in the oppositom 1'd
by the disposition process. like to just take the time to respond to a coupfettmse

There are some positive expenditures in this nestlg- comments.
billion budget. | like the much-needed investmerits The Member for Copperbelt South mentioned yesterday
community water infrastructure, the contributionso t that the Highways and Public Works department $poasible
community organizations, and the investment in laaged for staff housing in rural communities. In fact,ethrukon
treatment. | also like the investment in secondesthousing. Housing Corporation has that responsibility and member
These are, on the surface, good things for Yukaplee | look  will find in this budget an investment of $1.35 liwih for staff
forward to more information about these expendi#uie  housing in rural Yukon.

Committee of the Whole debate. | just wanted to correct the record for the Membar

Despite some positives, this budget falls well shafr  Copperbelt South.

Yukoners' expectations. Yukoners expect their gorant to The Member for Vuntut Gwitchin — in his commentsian
spend their money addressing key priorities anddsie®/e his reply yesterday, speaking about F.H. Collinsid sthat
know that housing was identified by the public las bumber-  “...the Yukon Party unveiled a sign put up at thestorction
one issue. fence and hired construction workers to move soarthdor a

We are in the midst of a housing crisis. Theredgental couple of weeks to make people believe that cootitm was
vacancy. The prices to buy or rent have skyrockeldte actually imminent and that they were following thgh with
public expected to see some action on housingatefiein this  their commitment.”

t

massive budget. Instead, we see a cut to the Yidarsing
Corporation budget, while the government contintgesit on
affordable housing funding.

The NDP caucus has been travelling throughout
territory and meeting with the public to hear theamcerns.
They want to see action on housing, and they wdl
disappointed by this budget. The Yukon governmehbtidget
for 2012-13 lacks long-term vision for the futurd the
territory. It does not chart a course for
diversification. It places too much emphasis onramtive
industries without thinking of the impacts on keydustries,
such as tourism.

The dependence on federal transfers is furtheeecied
in this budget. Funding from Canada continues twat for
the bulk of Yukon government revenue, with the matibtted
extractive resource sector contributing very litte public
coffers through leases and royalties. Yukoners expleeir
government to think long-term, to be creative aigiionary in
how we expand our own-source revenues and lessidepee
on Ottawa. This budget does nothing to help diferaind
strengthen our own economy.

That was, of course, the start of constructionthatiwas
part of YACA, our Yukon asset construction agreetneith
the Kwanlin Dun First Nation — a $613,000 contriett they

theeceived as part of their land claims final agreetme so just
to set that straight for the Member for Vuntut Gikit
b regarding comments around the F.H. Collins projesterday.

For the Member for Riverdale South, | know that earf

her comments, again, focused on the F.H. Collinagl

economicregarding the new timeline on the website. The Mari of

Highways and Public Works and | meet regularly veigmior
officials on this project. It's an incredibly imgant project, not
only for students in my riding, but French immersgiudents,
and students throughout the Yukon who attend tttatd.

We have talked about a comprehensive communications

plan once construction starts.

As most members will know, Madam Deputy Speakes, th

new school will be build almost adjacent — incrégitiose —
to the existing school, so there's going to havabeawful lot
of conversations. | have met two times with theostitouncil
and once with the building advisory committee aidi al tour
of the teen parent centre, which is incredibly elas well, just
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to let them know that, of course, safety is the berone con-
cern. Communicating with the residents all along Wy is
also incredibly important. | can assure the MenfoerRiver-

dale South and she can assure her constituentsaimaunica-
tions, timelines and construction schedules willsSoenething
that we take very seriously and will publish asrsas we pos-
sibly can.

The Member for Riverdale South also spoke aboutkemo
detectors and carbon monoxide detectors in Yukonskhg
Corporation facilities. Madam Deputy Speaker, | \dolike to
inform members of the House today that all Yukonusing
Corporation social and staff housing units are gogd with
smoke detectors and the majority of housing uritt tare
heated by fuel also have the carbon monoxide deteciVork
is underway to install carbon monoxide detectors the
remaining buildings. So this is, again, furtherusaaces for all
members of the House as far as Yukon Housing Catioor
stock goes and what we are doing regarding safatyotir
tenants.

Finally, just to respond to some of the commentslenay
the Member for Takhini-Kopper King. One of the werd
know she prefers to use in the media is “reckledghink that
by citing one line in the budget as it relates tbamd gas

I'll now move on to some of the initiatives thathink will
be important to my constituents in Riverdale Ndthat we've
highlighted in this budget. Of course, housing was number
one issue for me and I'm sure for a number of membaring
the recent election. | did mention earlier in QimstPeriod
today what has been done. Just to reiterate that. the past
two years, 127 new housing units were constructedi 350
housing units were upgraded so there’s now a tfté63 af-
fordable social housing units throughout the Yukorprovide
independent living housing for low-income Yukoners.

| have had the opportunity over the last couplenohths
to do an awful lot of travelling throughout the Yarkwith both
of my ministerial hats on, | guess — Education afukon
Housing Corporation. | have been in the new facilit Teslin;
I have been in the new facility in Watson Lake; amelw
facilities in Carmacks, Ross River and Dawson Gltfycourse,
in our platform, we committed to a new facility iayo. It's
not reflected in this budget, but it's a commitmehburs, and
we intend to do what we said we would do. The msxdaf
course, for the Yukon Party government is five geand we
intend to accomplish what we said we would do ingatform
during that five-year mandate.

But what we are doing this year with regard to logiss

resources — or the royalties part — of $200,000 andnaking substantial investments — $34.984 million lamd

comparing them only to campground permits doesiltthe

whole story. Madam Deputy Speaker, if you look dothat

page — page 9-18 in the budget — you will see thases,
permits and royalties from mineral resources ar,B;

placer mining fees are $255,000; quartz mining ek leases
are $2.295 million; and, maps, publications andrtshare $5
million. The total taxes and general revenues floard gas are
$3.348 million.

That is an incredible amount that the Yukon govesnin
receives. The only other producing mine that ismayoyalties
to a First Nation — the Selkirk First Nation — fsetCapstone
mine, the Minto mine. In 2008, it paid $1.5 milliamroyalties
to the First Nation; 2009, $5.9 to the First Natiamd 2010,
$3.8 million in royalties to that First Nation.

| think that when we make comments in this Legigat
Assembly about certain things or cherry-pick itemosg of the
budget, it does a disservice to not only our ctunestits, but the
people listening and the mining companies that Haa®ome
significant contributors to the economy, along withurism,
along with the investments in innovation and resleand the
other pillars that the economy relies on. One othierg, just in
response to the Member for Takhini-Kopper Kingwisat the
operating mines contribute. My past work experiehae been
in the charitable field — most recently with theRéom Hospital
Foundation, and prior to that, with the Canadianncea
Society.

The mining companies, the service companies and
supply companies are making substantial contribstionot
only to those two charities that | worked for, lBuhumber of
charitable contributions. One only has to look lbat the
recent Geoscience Forum where | believe there %980 or
$60,000 raised for supporting child literacy, asllwas
supporting the Yukon Mines Legacy Foundation, whicilt
the warm-up shack at the outdoor arena in Rossr Ril@w, of
course, we’re moving ahead
construction of a new recreation centre in Ros&Riv

development for 2012-13 to address land availgbitind
housing needs, which include Whistle Bend, phase 1,
scheduled for the fall of 2012 and will provide 8Bgle-
family, eight duplex and nine multi-family lots, yd one
commercial and, of course, one school site. LooKorgvard,
Mr. Speaker, is what we intend to do. Planningdciools is
part of planning residential developments and thathy we
have set aside the site in Whistle Bend, phaser B $chool.

We're also providing $5 million to expedite the
development of phases 3, 4 and 5 of Whistle Bendtasting
the detailed engineering and construction for thagere
phases to ensure that we have additional builditgydvailable
in 2014.

Also, we are considering options at this time — &nd
sure the Minister of Energy, Mines and Resources,his
department has the lead on this, will elaborateo+tHe release
of Lot 262 in Whitehorse to be developed this gpriior
affordable rental units, as well as the developmantnore
Yukon government land, primarily in downtown Whiteke.

Two days after we were sworn in to Cabinet was wthen
RFP went out for land. Obviously, it's a top prgrfor this
government. We recognize that. The previous YukamtyP
government recognized that over the past coupleafs with
the investments in social and senior housing thae |
referenced, and we certainly recognize it with Higant
investments in land development and the provisidn o

theffordable rental housing.

We also signed a letter of understanding with Kuvanl
Dun First Nation to work together on potential desitial land
opportunities on Kwanlin Dun settlement lands. Wk
providing funding for the City of Whitehorse to legthe
planning for future land development after Whigknd.

Really, very forward looking and wanting to makeesu
that as the economy grows, as the population grgwbere,

in this budget with thehat we have the opportunities for Yukoners whongtp here

and want to return to purchase houses, to buy tveir home
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or build their own home, as well as the number ofkers who
are employed in the mines who would like to liverehdut
mentioned to us during the campaign, and have owedi to
us since, that lot availability is an issue forrtherhat is what
we are working on in this budget, and that is wivat have
committed to, and that is what we are going to do.

Of course, one of the other concerns | have heiack s
being elected is about the issues with the ladédstisystem,
referenced by the bill tabled today by the MinistérJustice.
We have hired a land titles inspector and are mozieg the
land titles system. It is something that | knowuamber of us
— and perhaps members of the opposition — havedhearl
think it is very, very important that we move fomgawith that
as well.

A couple of other highlights of the budget that arnw to
reference for my constituents include, of courskng to
develop a centre for northern innovation in mingtgYukon
College.

There is a pan-northern workforce strategy thatveve’
talked about developing to focus on immediate itguseeds
such as the need for skilled workers across thangiand
exploration sectors, as well as to build the capasfi northern
colleges to respond to the long-term needs suchthas
establishment of the centre for northern innovatiad mining
that | just mentioned.

This has been brought up by the Premier with theér
Minister — the need for additional dollars. We'rarently
working with the other mine training organizatioria
Northwest Territories and Nunavut, as well as Yukinilege,
to ensure that we're able to have a made-in-Yulauation for
our mine training needs and are able to addressdhds, not
only in Whitehorse, but also needs in communitiefave
spoken to the Member for Klondike and there areemth
communities as well: the Member for Mayo-Tatchun ef
course, there is a significant amount of miningvégtin his
riding — as well as other rural members. So we vanmhake
sure that the strategy that we put together rezegnihe need
for that type of training, not only to Whitehorsesidents, but
to people who live in our rural communities as well

There are a couple of investments that | would li&e
highlight now. Of course, the Minister of Communggrvices
mentioned the $1.86 million that we're putting ititaining for
the licensed practical nurses program — an inchedib
successful program that is indeed a pleasure tontanwith;
$797,000 to provide staff for six additional bed¥\thitehorse
General Hospital, which is located in my riding;. 22 million
for a 10-year lease for the Thomson Centre andatiperand
maintenance of an additional 10 beds at that fgcilihese are
significant investments that are being made — d§ tiere is
a very large project here in Whitehorse during thisiget —
$7.3 million for a new emergency response centet till
serve as Whitehorse’s primary ambulance statioadition to
the one that is located by the hospital in Rivexddbrth.

Finally, some of the budget highlights that | wahte talk
about are a $3-million investment under the Carstdategic
infrastructure fund to complete the last phasédefwhitehorse
waterfront development project. So we’re makingngigant
investments across the board in a number of ahedsite very
important for people in my riding. | know the Mités of
Highways and Public Works will speak to this, bagre is a

substantial investment in Whitehorse airport tgohasidents,
as well as our visitor industry, and investmenthea water and
sewer extension to the south side of the airpolnetp the busi-
nesses that are there and may move down there inethr fu-
ture.

The Department of Education — I'll switch gears ntow
talk about the Department of Education — a subistalintidget.
The total budget there for the department is $1REO,
which is a significant expenditure and really asg signal to
the priorities of this government — spending on cadion,
spending on health care and spending on infrasimeict
development. The single largest component of theitala
budget, which is set for this year at $6.107 miljits the F.H.
Collins Secondary School replacement.

I've said this before; | said it prior to Christmas the
sitting: this government is firmly committed to lwing the
F.H. Collins Secondary School and replacing thaingg
facility. A number of members of this House and eed,
approximately 6,000 graduates, went through thasesdover
the lifespan of that building.

It has turned out some quality Yukoners and sonaitgu
graduates and we should be very proud of whatsittabol has
accomplished, but it has come to the end of its. lifhe
updated construction schedule will allow the Yukon
government time to review the design and ensurakis into
account all the objectives and input received frdhe
education community since the beginning of the attagon
process in 2009. The funding that’s identified hexftects the
cash-flow requirements of the updated constructicimedule,
and we don't anticipate any further delays in thejqrt
schedule. Of course, as | mentioned, they're warkiery
closely with the Minister of Highways and Public Y¥s to
ensure that that school gets done and that studemtsntering
there in the fall of 2015 with the first graduaticigss in 2016.

Future school planning, again, must take into astou
growth in the Hamilton Boulevard corridor, as welk
anticipated growth in Whistle Bend. There is a esjufor
$250,000 to begin this planning and that's someththat
we've requested. It was also a platform commitmanburs
with respect to the school in Copper Ridge. I'verbevorking
very closely with MLAs, the Premier, Minister of @onunity
Services, Minister of Economic Development, as \asllother
stakeholders in the area to start that planningcge® and
ensure that we have a school in the Copper Ridga trat
meets the needs of the growing population in thamiton
corridor.

Mr. Speaker, as we move through some of the other
commitments in the Department of Education, | krtbat we
will get into more detailed discussions once thpadnent is
called for debate during this sitting, but a couplfeother
highlights include that the Yukon government sigttesilabour
market agreement and the labour market development
agreement with the Government of Canada on Jul089.
The labour market development agreement gives thleolY
government the authority to provide support sexvitet help
eligible Yukoners to upgrade their skills, get be-job
experience, find a job or become self-employed. T®ur
market agreement, which is the second of the taajmed at
helping Yukoners find jobs or obtain better jobs.
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Over five years, the labour market agreement haadtt
almost $6 million — $5.896 million — from the Gowenent
of Canada to help Yukon create new career oppdiggnior
our citizens. For businesses to prosper, businassiss have
staff with the necessary skills. The governmenexgremely
proud to be part of the solution to the skilleddabshortage,
which is going to be addressed, of course, thraughing of
Yukoners, through immigration and also through wégrent
and retention of other Canadians — those who areemtly
travelling up here to do shift work in our resousmetor and,
of course, the seasonal workers who come up evenyner for
the tourism industry. We need to find ways to attthem to
the Yukon and to the opportunities that exist algsihe busy
season for the tourism industry as well as bringthgir
families up here — the people who are working & tbsource
sector.

Yukon College is something that we are extremebugdr
of in the Department of Education, and $18.176 iamillis
requested in this budget to support Yukon College their
base operational funding. The increase here suppbeir
request for one-time funding for IT and securityrgoes and
additional ongoing funding of $175,000 to addréss day-to-
day funding pressures and the collective agreeimguact. Mr.
Speaker, $474,000 will be provided to Yukon Colleige
continue the operation of the School of Visual AnDawson
City.

I had an opportunity to visit that facility on mgaent tour

term positions that were renewed every year. Wplvethose
into the base, so we have added those 22 positiothe base,
which is a substantial commitment by our governmeaine-
thing that we did within the first couple of month§ taking
office. So those additional 22 positions are howamger year-
to-year. They're reflected in the base.

Something else | should speak about is the Indalidu
Learning Centre that was launched in February 200&ow
the former Minister of Education, the late Hon. ddidzerza
— my understanding from colleagues that servediis House
with him at that time is that he was a key drivehind that
project. It certainly continues to be a successystoproviding
the flexibility required by some students so they continue
to engage in their lifelong journey of learning. rQdata is
demonstrating that more students are staying inddhan in
the past because of this Individual Learning Cerfb@ we're
proud of that.

Something that has come out of our recent staffing
allocation committee meetings — the staffing altama
formula — the Member for Vuntut Gwitchin, and thesiviber
for Pelly-Nisutlin, of course, will be very intetes in this.
Both of those communities have schools that, leveli go to
grade 9 — so grades 10, 11 and 12 are held ha&kthitehorse
— and we have allocated one FTE per community toigmn
ILCs — individual learning initiatives in those comnities.

I am hoping that that helps to assist those stsdetin
come to Whitehorse and for one reason or anottesr'taable

of a number of Yukon communities and was extremelyto find success here in a larger community, bemgfsmaller

impressed by what they're accomplishing there.dusth take
this opportunity to thank all of the people who arerking for
Yukon College and the Department of Education bkbfathe
facilities we have throughout the Yukon and, of i@y no
exception is Dawson City, where they are very, ygygsionate

and very organized about what they envision forirthe

community. Again, hats off to the people of the idike for
that passion and vision they show.

| spoke about the investments we're making in ittenised
practical
highlighted for constituents — the Minister of Eoomic
Development and | last week were able to go upéoYukon
College research centre to announce $5 milliouinding over
the next five years. It's a tremendous investméuat tve're
making, and | couldn’t be more proud of that aswak to

nurse program and again, something thee |

communities like Teslin and Old Crow. | am extreyneleased

that the staffing allocation committee identifiedose two

positions and | am hopeful that it helps incredadent success
in both of those communities.

Now | would speak for a little bit about some oé thirst
Nation programs that the department is involvedTihere is
$575,000 in this budget to support Council of Yukieimst
Nations in their delivery of education support segs. We
continue to have a very good working relationshifthw
Council of Yukon First Nations. There are recentirageports
that the chiefs of the First Nations have signefl @f a
memorandum of understanding. There is still a Gowent of
Canada process and a Government of Yukon procassdkds
to be completed, but we are encouraged by thah loaking
forward to sitting down with the Grand Chief at atel very,

diversify the economy and have Yukoners come uph wit very soon, so that | can talk to her about sonthethallenges

solutions that work here in the Yukon, when it cente cold
climate innovation, and the pure research thagisgdone.

I know we’ll speak tomorrow on private members’ day

about this, so | will save some of the detailstfan.

that are facing First Nations when we are talkitgpu the
delivery of education.

| know there has been a number of initiatives thave
taken place, including an initiative in the Memlier Vuntut

We're continuing to work hard to implement our New Gwitchin’s riding as far as experiential learningdawe’re

Horizons project, our five-year strategic plan, adumber of
initiatives the department has identified there.af\ive need to
do is really ensure student needs and prioritiesveat, and we
want to do that through that New Horizons projend avork
hard to ensure that student success is the pardrooocern for
public schools.

| should note that the paraprofessional staff membaee
remedial tutors, and educational assistants irsth®ols have
increased from just over 106 FTEs in 2002-03 toosin160
FTEs, as at April 1, 2011. One of the things wefeeently
done that will be reflected is that 22 of thoseitimss were

really pleased with the results and the outcomesthat
initiative. Although the teacher who was workingr fthe
department is no longer there — she is no long@Icth Crow;
| believe she moved to Saskatchewan — we’ve cotetacer
to help us develop a curriculum to deliver that etypf
programming elsewhere in the Yukon, so we're velgaped
with that.

Of course, there is the Wood Street Centre, the GHA
program that is taking place there — the acronyamds for
community, heritage, arts, outdoor and skills paogr— elders
in the schools and of course First Nation languagg protect-
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ing that First Nation language. | was fortunatewggioto speak
to the First Nation language teachers from acrosdérritory.

They started a three-day conference here in Whisehtmday.
The commitment that they show — I've had the opyaty to

visit a number of classrooms throughout my trawaler the
past couple months where it is being offered, dedeingage-
ment by the students is really something to be seehit’'s a
real testament to those teachers. Again, I'd likéhtank them
while they’re in town here over the next three dayshe work
that they do in helping to educate young Yukoners.

I'm going to just use my remaining time to spealety
about Yukon Housing Corporation and take this opity to
welcome the new chair of the Yukon Housing Corporat
Board of Directors — Madame Claire Derome has takethe
chair of Yukon Housing Corporation — and also tdosene
JoAnne Fairlie as the other new member of the Yukonsing
Corporation Board of Directors. But, of course, hwihew
appointments come some members of the board whaare
longer there, including, of course, our Sergeasisats, Mr.
Rudy Couture. I'd like to thank him for his tiretesvork and
commitment to the corporation, as well as Shellegsard, a
community member from Teslin who is no longer or th

continuum, whether it's by the Minister of HealthdaSocial
Services, who I'm sure will speak to some of theeggancy
shelters and the type of housing that's requiradtliem; the
social and seniors housing from the Housing Cotgmrathe
lot development of Community Services — the sulighin-
vestment of $35 million in this budget to assistmthat; and
again, working with the Minister of Energy, MineadaRe-
sources as well as his responsibilities for landughout the
territory.

This is something that has very much been a caliive
effort by members on this side of the House. Isasnething
that | have certainly enjoyed working on with myleagues on
this side of the House, but a key difference for time time
from the last time | was here was the work and cadexie and
cooperation and collaboration with members on thposite
side of the House. | have enjoyed very much workistty the
Member for Klondike and the Member for Mayo-Tatchlam
looking forward to the seniors housing tour in Véhibrse with
the Member for Takhini-Kopper King, as well as wiagkwith
the Member for Riverdale South on issues that afeeerdale
as a whole.

| think it has been a tremendous difference theve seen

Yukon Housing Corporation Board of Directors. We're from the last time | was here 10 years ago, armbk forward

certainly very excited about the work that the Hogs
Corporation has done.

| should also commend the president and the dt&ffow
that it's exciting when the stimulus dollars cameand we sit
here and talk about the 650 social units — the remtbat
were upgraded, the new ones that were built — tbeduldn’t
have been done without the hard work and dedicatiothe
staff at the Yukon Housing Corporation, the caphallding
group. | know that they worked tirelessly to geattdone and
I'd like to thank them for their efforts, and afie efforts going
forward in maintaining the new stock of social asthff
housing units.

to maintaining that type of good working relatioipsH know
someone said it yesterday — | believe it was thaister of
Community Services — that we are all here to suppar
constituents and work as hard as we can to enbatetheir
needs are met. We are MLAs first and | don't thivikcan ever
forget that.

Ministerial portfolios are added efforts and adelatk for
us, but again, we do have to remember that weenebecause
of our constituents and we are members of the lagie
because of those constituents, and it is their inéstests that
we are here to represent.

So with that, Mr. Speaker, | commend this budgeth®

The Housing Corporation offers a number of différen Legislative Assembly and | will be supporting it.

programs, through loans and rental upgrades andggene
efficiency programs, which assist Yukoners, whethey own
their own home or are trying to build their own hmnand of
course there is the loan program we offer and thmsidized
housing through social housing, and also providstgff
housing for Yukon government employees who resigside
of Whitehorse. I'll reiterate that in this budgbete is a $1.35-
million commitment for staff housing throughout the
communities. We're very pleased with that and recs the
pressures that are happening in rural Yukon withiticreased
recruitment of Yukon government employees and what
need to do for those communities.

We also have a rent supplement agreement in pbacef
which exist today. So there’s $200,000 in this latdgr that. |
mentioned the rental rehabilitation program, thetak suite
program and again, staff housing is somethinglthto talked
about, as well as $6 million for the mortgage ficiag
program that is contained in this budget.

As you can see the Yukon Housing Corporation hest o
the past few years, undergone a tremendous inffucapital
dollars, thanks to federal stimulus, as well asdfuoontributed
by the Yukon government. So while we aren't sedimgse
levels of funding in this budget, we're seeing $absal in-
vestment in housing. We're seeing investment inhbasing

It certainly sets out solid plans for meeting tlezds that
were identified for me on the doorsteps, such assing,
education, health care and investments in infragira. Those
are the things that people in Riverdale North seathere to
accomplish. | believe this budget accomplishesnid & look
forward to voting for it once we get through thébdie on the
departments. Thank you very much.

Mr. Barr: It is my honour to stand here as Member
for Mount Lorne-Southern Lakes and respond to thidget
speech.

| would first like to thank my constituents in thiding of
Mount Lorne-Southern Lakes for the honour to bee atal
represent them in this House. It is something letalery
seriously. | guess it is from my heart. When | &= people
there over the years, living out there for the |25t years,
getting to know elders, people from all walks &€ land from
around the territory, whether they are living inrlstaLake — |
remember the days when the Lakeview Marina was @peh
people would gather there. We would have a gres.ti

There was a little library that was in Tagish. Weud go
for coffeehouses there and speak with some of dhes fwvho
now aren'’t there any more — they have passed onnd-im
Carcross at the community club and at Mount Lorné the
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community club there with the dog races. As timesgon, how
things have moved on and yet, | am looking at hiowgs still
need to move forward in many different areas. | idike to
touch on some of that as | speak today.

I would like to acknowledge the good things, busoalbok
at what needs to be done, not only in the Southakes, but as
| see with this budget, all over the territory. Jeliing all over
the territory — | did that as a musician. | playedevery
community in the territory, with many people and foany
different occasions, from new year parties to potles to
gatherings, GAs and music festivals. Over the yehizave
seen the Yukon as a community. To me, althougtvd In
Carcross, the whole Yukon is a community. | go tawBon
City and there is family there.

Mr. Barr: Sorry, Carmacks — thank you. | heard one
common thread through all of those meetings: nettiring.
People do not want hydraulic fracturing of any kihdecall
hearing here in the House that we will say thatelig no shal-
low fracturing. Well, what I'm hearing from Yukoreis they
don’'t want any fracturing at all — anywhere. It hbsen
proven that there are degrees that cannot be preafenwhen
we do this kind of thing. So we cannot play withtevaWater
is the only thing that we have in this territory when | say,
“the only thing that we have,” is that we have tvé it. If we
don’t have good water to drink, what do we haveratthat? Is
it worth — knowing what we know about hydraulic draring
— that leaves that up to “ifs.”

| heard at the Carmacks meeting last night — “ififiere

There are people with whom | used to sit around thare too many “ifs” in all this. The predominant ethfocus

campfire and eat salmon right out of the river witfie’d stay
up all night and couldn’t wait to eat the salmoritie morning.
You don’t get to do that. | never got to do thdtestplaces I've
lived. So we really do have a wonderful place hierehe
Yukon.

around that, with all the Southern Lakes and u@daonacks, is
without land use planning, you're just dictatingatithe area is
going to be used for — resource extraction, wheitreeoil and
gas or quartz mining — that kind of thing.

When | think of Carcross, for example, if we takmtt

This is a record budget, but spending a record amouapproach and allow this just to be our focus, ttiemn local
doesn’t prove one is good at financial managememd a economic development agency’s, or LEDA, study #mtaks

planning. | have some concerns about the budgéti'thget
into in more depth during departmental debate.iist 1 was
wondering why the government was cutting operatiom
maintenance budgets in the areas of Community &syi
Economic Development, Education, Environment, aodriEm
and Culture. In some ways, cuts to Environment, @omity
Services and Economic Development make sense, dghen
way in his Budget Address the Premier presentedperity in
the Yukon as based on the extractive resource rsaotb the
Yukon Party’s stewardship of this sector. In hieegh, the
Premier says, “So goes mining, so goes Yukon.” ésgumy
first introduction of what | was saying was tha&ad* goes
Yukon, so goes mining,” although being up in Dawsor
knowing that the placer mining is very importamt,is tourism
very important. So is being able to eat that salmgit out of
the water.

When | see what my colleague from Old Crow wasrsayi
— just passing this information on about the salntivat is
being contaminated. With what we're doing here,hwihe
extraction, with the mining, with the oil and gé&sts coming
here and focusing on that, I'm thinking that | wamty
grandchildren to be able to have those same exmese that is
all-encompassing of my idea of the Yukon and a wfajfe —
First Nation subsistence living. When | look atsthiudget,
with such a free rein on staking and the claim¢ #ma going
on, especially in my riding of Southern Lakes alicdbaer the
Yukon — record highs. Without the land use plannirghis
government’s response to the Peel plan shows hte they
care about land use planning, in my opinion. Thisvery
unfortunate, given that land use planning was apkege of the

to tourism in the Yukon — the Southern Lakes is thest
valued area in the Yukon, according to the LEDAdgtuand
the area that will be able to have the biggestnedn the dollar
and to develop it as a tourism area. If we contiwita the oil
and gas in this area, what does that do to thestaypotential
in that area?

That's just one of the tourism places, and | heammy
Johnny from Mayo speak of not only the tourism pti&d, the
wilderness tourism outfits, but the sacrednes$eflands and
that it's a way of life that they depend on, thiagyt want to
pass on. Haven't we done enough with the residestiaool
experience to try to eliminate a way of life anduture and a
language? We just started to get back on our feigh w
acknowledging that that was an experience so mamggie
with today. When | heard my colleagues speak ofrategic
addictions strategy — yes, because of the intergéineal
impacts that this has caused. When | think of Jindolgnny
speaking about going up to the Peel and beingtable there
are sacred burial grounds up there, there ardralkslof things
that people who come up from Outside — they domowik
about that. They don’t care about that; they démitik about
that. | didn’t think about that when | first camp bere. Why
would they? Because they didn't live here long etoudo
appreciate what we have here.

When | think of burial grounds — and you're going t
allow people to just go up and around there. Tlageeburial
grounds in Tagish. There's a little picket fencghti by the
bridge. People leave that there. If you ever gdagish, you'll
see. There’s a sacred burial site right there.rdhd went past
it. People know enough that they respect that spate can

Umbrella Final Agreement and final agreements. Land use we not continue to do that as collective colleagireshis

planning was one of the conditions for certaintyawfd that all
Yukoners have benefited from.

Now this government is turning its back on thisdarse
plan. I've been to oil and gas meetings in TagiShrcross,
Mount Lorne, Marsh Lake, and last night, | wenCarcross.

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

House? And so, with this budget — and the lackhat tand
use planning —I see children coming to these mgstin and
their concern. They come to this House and theyeen
sitting in here. | feel that moving forward as awgy — we're
not thinking of our seven generations to come.

I would like to say regarding this budget that thek of a
housing strategy is a real thing. It's not there.Ghristmas-
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time, there was a fellow who | know has a diffictitthe in his
life.

That's what | used to do; | used to do a lot ot thahelp-
ing out people out in the street — and | contirmed so in my
spare time. He basically lives at the Salvation Arm he'’s
one of them — but on this particular night, whewis 40 be-
low over the holidays, he and another fellow wesening out
— because they really didn’t have a place ovetthigays —
to my place out there. | said, “Where did you d&st night?”
He says, “Well, | couldn’t get into the Salvatiommy last
night. | got there too late.” | said, “So where gl stay?”

“Well, there were four of us. We stayed at an abaed

How are we lessening our dependence on federaiféman
and generating more revenues in the House? Thigebyxo-
vides little of a blueprint to achieve this.

The Premier was talking in the media about his qutgid
$80-million surplus. | just can’t believe that tligscredible. For
too long, we have seen projected surpluses turtdngeficits
and forecasts being downgraded. Thank you for fime.

Hon. Mr. Graham: Mr. Speaker, good afternoon.
am going to take a little different tack than pghaome mem-
bers have done here today. | am going to begirelindg you a
little bit about what I've learned since the elentiabout the

house. We keep a bunch of blankets downtown in thi®epartment of Health and Social Services and tloplpevork-

abandoned house so that if we can't get into thpbgees that
are offered, that we all just —’

| said, “You stayed in an abandoned house with some

blankets and four of you cuddle up together?”

ing in the department, and about the non-governahemgani-
zations that work with it and are funded by theat&pent.

In the short time that | have worked with the peopho
deliver services in the Department of Health andi@dSer-

This is an everyday experience; this is a commorvices, | have found them for the most part to bdidsed,

experience for people who are thrown mats at thgaSen
Army. When we hold on to this $13 million that wieosild be
using for affordable housing or social housing —whzan you
sit there and say, “Well, we’re going to plan.”

I mean, how can we do this, knowing that therepaeple
out there who don't have a place to sleep at nidtére are
young adults; that's deplorable. There has to bésian that
takes care of people in the Yukon and not a fl§lyirdut
economy. Those guys and those business intereatsatke
coming in and out of here, they don'’t think abdu fpeople
who we see every day, some of us, who aren’t eatfghave
an all-time record high use of the food bank. Whisrghe
vision in that? If we are moving forward collectiyeas
bringing everyone forward in this Yukon, this ist fusst for the
upper elite. This is all of us.

Some of us don't get it very well sometimes. Thetit
always be those people who don't get it very well dur
society. We are responsible, just as we are folittteebird that
flies into our window pane. We’'ll go outside andy,séOh.”
How many of us did that when we were kids, woulkktéhe
time to be so considerate of something like tlaput out extra
food and feeders from our houses?

We’'re not taking the time to ensure that our owapgbe in
our own communities have a place — housing is fatrig's a
right. | see my member opposite kind of shaking théad.
Well, | do believe that, under the United Natiohsusing is a
right. We signed that agreement. And so, therefiti®,our
duty to provide housing to everybody.

| won't take up much more time. I'm a little passite
about this and I'd like to get, as | said, to mepecifics in the
budget debate. There are some positives in thenelitpees in
this nearly $1.2-million budget. We have some pzoid. We
don’t see this budget reflecting what the publis Isaid are
their priorities — take the housing crisis, as I'said. The
public said: fix it. But what’s in the budget? Agbcut to the
Yukon Housing Corporation budget.

This isn't a visionary budget. Sure, it spends & db
money; there is the economic diversification. Ie fremier’s
Budget Address, he didn't seem interested in difieasion. It
was all the eggs in an extractive resource basietl, we've
been down this path before and it takes vision voicathe
boom-bust cycle.

competent individuals who seem to be able to perfeery,

very difficult tasks and deal with some of the maswill say,

interesting folks that I've ever met with a smile their faces
and cheerful comments to everyone. | have notibedin both
the Thomson Centre and Copper Ridge Place as | Visited

these areas.

There are exceptions, of course, as there aredryevalk
of life, but it has been my observation that oualtie care
workers do an absolutely wonderful job of dealinghvwsome
extremely difficult folks, often under some veryihg circum-
stances. | am very proud of them and the job they do on
our behalf.

It has also been a great pleasure of mine to midetwmany
of the non-governmental organizations that provaéuge
range of services for our citizens, and that adeoa behalf
of those less fortunate individuals in our societylisten
carefully to every group and organization that centevisit. |
am currently in the process of setting up followragetings for
some of these groups to review our progress omifyrigsues.
A couple of examples are as follows: first, we adieal with
an issue at Copper Ridge early on in this mandete result,
we set up a family group of advisors that meet whth folks at
Copper Ridge and, in fact, we have another meati@gip for
next Tuesday, March 27, just to follow up with sowfethe
issues and complaints.

| haven’t met with those people on my own, but tiee
partment makes sure that they meet with them, hayg are
setting up now a quarterly meeting. | recently mih Autism
Yukon and some other groups that deal with childwéh dis-
abilities. They made a number of observations andraber of
recommendations at that meeting, one of which Wwaswe set
up a parents advisory group that would liaise whth depart-
ment on an ongoing basis, not only about autisrh,about a
number of other difficulties that children deal witOur de-
partment that provides family supports to childreith dis-
abilities would be able to liaise with this grolfe are in the
process of determining how we can do this, whatt¢hes of
reference will be and what their mandate will bbhave invited
that group back in a month to talk about where we What
we are trying to do is kind of an ongoing repontdcaf how we
are dealing with these non-governmental organinsfidoe-
cause without them, the Department of Health andab&er-
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vices would not be in the position it is in howa#aling with
issues in the territory, and the Yukon would bevarpr place.

So, once again, to those non-governmental organizat
that are advocating and providing services, | dgivem my
congratulations. They're providing an absolutely nderful
service.

| became the Minister of Health and Social Servileess$
November and, to date, it has been a tremendousngacurve
for me. The breadth, complexity and sheer voluménexlth
and social issues that cross my desk on a dailys bas
incredible. I'm growing familiar with many of thesissues
through presentations by Health and Social Servicasagers
and by meeting with virtually every group and iridival who
requests a meeting, but | still have a lot to learn

One of the most difficult issues that face a sgaiettimes

Anti-Poverty Coalition that it's my responsibilias minister to
direct the preparation and presentation of thea# dolicies to
government for approval to proceed to the nextestafgaddi-
tional public consultation and eventual adoption.

Unfortunately, | haven’'t done a great job of these well
as a couple of other department initiatives, inmterof
presenting the plans and having them approved bZabjnet.
I hope | will do a much better job in the nextlétwhile and
we'll be able to implement these policies.

| have to digress a little bit — the Member for Rigdale
South will understand this — when at times | fétit,the last
little while, like | was back in city council, whe lost a lot of
votes. Well, in fact, | hold the record for lositige most votes
— 6:1 in a concession that — ever. But looking hatk
appreciated it, because the rest of my colleaguee waying,

such as these, with an expanding economy and at grédhis one isn’t quite right. You have to go backdatio your

economic boom going on, is the fact that some afetgs
most vulnerable people are often not able to ppdie in that
boom and they're either ignored or marginalizede Téct that
this government is taking action on a number ofltheand
social issues with respect to these people and haplan to
deal with others in the very near future is a measaf our
government’s commitment to these less fortunatepleee—
these less fortunate members of our society.

I'll just give you a few quick examples that are time
current budget. | wasn't going to talk about theldpet, but I'll
give you these as examples. We're expanding thdifignto
Bridges Café — Challenge — to help them providéning
and work for people with whom Challenge deals. We a
working very hard on additional low-cost housing.
Unfortunately, | was unable to get a proposal fodvand have
it approved by my caucus to be included in thisgaidbut I'll
follow up on that later because it deals also wéiew board
customers. We're also providing an additional $860Q, to
NGOs, non-government organizations, that deal wvitle
department. We are in the process of developingraber of
planning initiatives and I'll expand on that lat&he medically
supported detox centre will be coming along andettage also
dollars in the budget for planning a new Sarah|8tBeilding,
with a comprehensive addictions strategy with thmetw

planning. You have to go back and do the work @enpgfocess
or the strategy or the policy so that it incorpesaall of the
government departments and makes sure that alidevatons
are carefully undertaken.” So the constructiveiagsim that |
received, I've taken back to the department and hage
managed, | think, to work out these policies anes¢h
strategies, and hopefully we’ll see them come fodwto
Cabinet in the next little while and have them appd. So
we're working hard on the social inclusion and poye
redusteorare working hard on the child and family welmes
initiative. But we also had to make sure that thveye all well-
coordinated because we also have, in other depatsmean
active living strategy that is dovetailing with ffeepolicies. An
aging-well strategy — as many of you know, we stnvork
on this as well. How these initiatives fit togetherthe best
interests of all Yukoners was really important. tBey have
been delayed, and | accept the responsibility Fat.t| am
happy to see progress is being made, though, arftbpeto be
able to report back in the next little while asvibere these
various policies have taken us.

My department has also delayed taking over thalimglat
207 Alexander. | think last session we said thatweelld be
using that building for review board customers &l &s hard-
to-house people. During the discussions and thenpig of

buildinguess when | heard the opposition say — in onghat initiative, new ideas came up and new possdsl came

statement, | heard the leader say: poor projectagement
where we see costs go up; and the Member for Cbplter
South asked: where’s the planning? | have to agresome
casedlVe've seen perhaps in the past that mayigsthaven’t
been done quite as well as they should. Projeetsiaiayed or
run over cost. So what we're trying to do now —eatst in my
department, and | see it throughout the whole gowent — is
make sure that the planning is done — approprikening is
done, appropriate consultation is completed — leefbe job
begins. Unfortunately, when we do that, we alsontlyet
criticism for not going ahead with projects, and difficult to
deal with sometimes, | know, but planning is takiplgce;
consultation is taking place; and it's very impottahat be
done before we actually get involved in this.

In the case of Health and Social Services, I'lleta&spon-
sibility personally for some delays in getting tbacial inclu-
sion strategy — | know that was mentioned by memlogipo-
site — and the poverty reduction strategy and th#ness ini-
tiative in place for this session. | explained lastek to the

up, and we feel that we now have a program in plaaewill

give us an opportunity to not only provide addiibapaces for
hard-to-house folks, but we will be able to de&tetively with

more review board customers, and these people vhan'é to
be sent Outside, away from their friends and fanalyd

supports.

We will be able to keep as many review board custsm
here as we possibly can and that, | hope, will ide to come
forward in the next few weeks.

Speaking of planning, we’re also working with thakén
Medical Association and the Yukon Registered Nusso-
ciation to finalize the regulations establishing thractical
nurse profession as a regulated profession in theiY. Those
consultations haven't been completed yet, but weehthey
will be progressing again very soon and we will dhaome-
thing to report back, perhaps not this session,ifbdhe very
near future.

There were a couple of other things that were dtate
members opposite — members opposite talked abad- “e
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nomic equality,
economy.

As | was considering the comments, | thought bachrt
old saying that a fellow said to me some years-agand he
wasn’'t even a miner — but he said, “You know, usléwere’s
some wealth being generated in the territory, unldere’s
money being made in the territory, it's really tbudo
redistribute money if nothing is being made.” Befave can
talk about wealth redistribution and economic eiyale have
to realize that the Yukon has to actually produm@ething, as
well, or generate wealth in some way. Those ardhimgs that
we’re trying to do.

When you talk about the fly-in/fly-out economy oot had
some real criticisms about this. I'll be perfectipnest with
you. | advocated a number of different scenariogeal with
this and then | spoke with some local businessmema time.
In fact, | was buying something at the store arel tivere out
of a number of items and | said, “Well, how can ymssibly
be out of this item now? It's not that time of thear.” They
said, “We just had a plane load of people fly inomvere
heading up to —” — | don’t even remember where theye
heading to — and she said, “They stopped in hedebamught
everything | had in that line before they went tork/” | said,
“Oh, does that happen very often?” and she saigst“dbout
every two weeks we have new customers come in.”

wealth redistribution” and “flyaifly-out”

are very important to our department, so | hope ngmonsider
at least perhaps — you know, recognize the fadtttiexe are
good things in this budget. We have a philosophidéérence
maybe in some cases, but there are some thingsthegtrare
very, very good.

The Minister of Community Services has kind of wedn
me off this topic, but | have to talk about lotsdanousing,
especially as it relates to the City of Whitehorsepent 12
years in municipal politics and | know what we deiéth every
time the municipality tries to deal with lots anduking and
housing alternatives in the city. The municipatitie- every
municipality in the territory — are exactly the sanWe have
tried over the years, since the City of Whitehdszk over the
planning responsibility for lots in the city, togol a housing
development in Riverdale, right next to the Member
Riverdale South’s house — or right across the sfreen her
home. It was violently opposed — you were there.

We tried to do a development in what is known nevihe
Porter Creek D area — violently opposed by members
opposite, even during the last election. Even ag lgo as six
years, it was opposed. We tried to do additiona&ketigpments
in a number of other areas throughout the City difitéhorse.
Each and every one — even the ones that we weadakliih
successfully — were opposed by residents, who $hidt in
my backyard — we like the idea that housing sh@ddihead,

So it was a revelation to me that this was actuallyout notin my backyard.”

happening in the city, because | didn’t think so.tBere are
some benefits. I'm not saying that there are hugyeefits, but
there are benefits being realized in the city frtmse fly-
in/fly-out folks. There were a couple of other tignthat the
last speaker talked about that — perhaps he’s ljasing
difficulty reading the budget, because he madeatestent —

As a consequence, the Whistle Bend area was deacklop
far in advance of where it was anticipated. If Eo€reek D,
which is near the centre of the City of Whitehoi§®iverdale,
which is, again, fairly close to Whitehorse, and ihumber of
other projects such as these would have gone aheed,
wouldn’t have the housing crisis we have now. Thiodunate

or someone made a statement about how the Econonpart is that, when you develop an area like WhiBiad, it's

Development budget decreased $2 million. That's nigttt.
There is a decrease, but it's only $36,000. So wiengo
through the budget, | hope we can correct that. tBatother
statement that the member opposite just made watsthie
Community Services budget decreased as well. Yawkn
look at the budget and see that it didn't decrease,the
statement about how we don't get it very well igyyknow, a
dual-edged sword, because | think we did do faiyl.

| also guess that when members opposite decidedte
against the budget — before we even got into thal fi— or
discussion on line-by-line items — it's interestitgsee what
they're voting against before we have even had anod to
discuss it in any further detail.

They are voting against a medically supervised detm-
tre. They are voting against a new seniors resgl@n®awson
City. They are voting against 10 new beds in theri$on
Centre. They are voting against an additional sadsbin
Whitehorse General Hospital. They are voting agaansaddi-
tional $561,000, as | said, in additional fundirgy NGOs.
They are voting against a $100,000 contributionr dlie next
five years to the Rick Hansen Foundation, whictuim gener-
ates a lot more money here in the territory to sujpand assist
people with spinal injuries. They are voting agtiasother
nurse in the Mayo nursing station to handle thegased activ-
ity in that area, and they are voting against &w ipositions in
the home care program, and these are only theshirag are in
the Health and Social Services department. Allheke things

far away from the centre of the City of Whitehor#ethen
requires all of those other supports, those otimeground
facilities, that cost a lot of money to produce.tBen you only
have two options.

One option is you subsidize the new reservoirs Hrat
built, the new sewage lagoons or whatever has tbuile —
the underground pump stations and sewage pumprstagind
all of those huge capital items that must be pytlate in order
to have these lots — you either have to subsidiaed, or you
subsidize the individual lots, because you canpeex the
current residents of any municipality in this tery to
subsidize, through their taxes or through develognmmst
charges, the development of new lots. You justtadmit.

It's a huge problem. It's something that we're @bly not
going to resolve here, mostly because the City dit&tiorse
has the lead on planning. The Community Servicgaudament
is doing everything they can to support the citpfdstunately,
the city still has to go through their processed #rat means,
every time they propose development in another, éreall be
opposed by some people. Even with the housing afp@rand
the lot shortage we have now, people oppose it.

It's a complex situation. Like | said, we're notigg to re-
solve it here today, but | just wanted you to kritnat it's no-
where near as simple as some people like to think.

| guess that I'll leave the rest of my commentsiwnich
time as we get into line-by-line debate on the auasi depart-
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ments, but | look forward to talking with the membepposite
and | hope that I'm able to answer all of your diges.

Mr. Silver: | would like to start off with a thank you
to the ministers and to the MLAs who have put aio front
of their words. It is easy for us to say that wpmrt the notion
of working together. It is more difficult, howevero
accumulate tasks that prove this notion.

Some of us are here to play politics and some o#ras
here to truly do what is best for our constituehtsalute those
of you who understand this bigger picture.

I would also like to once again thank the peopl&okon,
and the people of Dawson City specifically, fortb@sng upon
me the honour to represent their community in tegislative
Assembly. The Klondike is the heart and the souahefYukon.
It is an internationally recognized spirit that megents a living
link to the very tangible history of this great ¢ara true mosaic
of cultures and of experiences.

Fire Marshal's Office. The location is clearly imfext and |
urge this government to reconsider. | understaednibrthern
EMS supervisor position will be posted for applisavery
shortly. Many qualified rural Yukoners wish to appor these
positions, but the offices are in Whitehorse. Rurakoners
know what rural Yukoners need, and the rural EMSesuisors
should have their offices in their own communitieshey so
choose.

I know of several qualified potential applicantsorfr
Dawson, Faro and other communities who would afgiyhis
upcoming position if they could stay with their féies in their
own communities. They will not apply for a job tltals with
rural issues but forces them to move to the urlerire. This
was not the intention of devolution. My two cenBawson
City with its new hospital makes particular senseadocation
for the northern supervisor. | would imagine foiksWatson
Lake may feel the same about the southern posiligst.as it is
important to ensure that government services aveiged out

The people of the Klondike are a model of toleranceof the appropriately located offices, it is alsoporntant that

understanding and the community spirit. The peagflemy
town have taught me to put in more than | couldr eyet out
and that is the attitude that | would bring to thesgislative
Assembly. Government has many roles it must playhia
services it must provide. The most important ofsthes
maintaining the public trust. Citizens must belieive their
government — that it is competent, that it is respee and
that it will operate in accordance with the dutiéds citizens.

This brings me to the Dawson Regional
Commission. The commission has important work toadd |
wish them the best in their endeavours. | also utige
government members to remember that their actionst m
create confidence in government processes and ausstre
people that when they give their time, their inpand their good
faith to government consultation processes, theegowent
will listen and act on that input.

The public confidence has been severely damagethéor
government’s disregard for the public’'s input ine thPeel
planning process. | do not know if the faith canrbeovered
for the Dawson planning initiatives. In any regatide final
plan must reflect residents’ priorities and coneereo my
encouragement is two-fold. | encourage residentadke their
views known and to take part in the planning precesd |
encourage the government to faithfully reflect whakoners
want in this land planning process.

In his Budget Address, the Premier declared, “Sesgo
mining, so goes Yukon.” | offer another statementore that
reminds us that what happens in the Yukon is omlgdrtant
and valuable insomuch as it is important and vdekiab
Yukoners. | would say, hopefully, so goes Yukonsosshould
go Yukon.

I am honoured with the faith the residents of Kliéed
have placed in me, and | will endeavour to represkeair
interests. Similarly, the interests of rural Yukohare dear to
my heart. We must recall that we are here in thisidé¢ to
make decisions that benefit Yukoners. | am reminesdwell,
to represent the specific needs of the Klondikee ©hthese
needs is for local emergency services.

Currently, there is an Emergency Medical Serviagslr
supervisor for south Yukon and one for north Yuk®hey are
both located just a few blocks away here in Whitebat the

when government responsibilities are transferrezmfrone
office to another, they come with the resources tiay need.
Within  Community Services there is talk of transfey
training responsibilities for ground search andcues to
Wildland Fire Management.
| have been advised by local Wildland Fire Manageme

personnel that they are under very tight fiscalst@ints and
operational restrictions. They cannot be expectedake on

Planningadditional responsibilities without additional resces. | hope

to receive assurance during the Department of Camtynu
Services debate that such a transfer will only taleee with

additional budgeting and staffing, so that the gbsearch and
rescue can continue to provide high-quality levefsthese

essential services.

| would like to commend the government for its
commitment to look into fibre optic technology iatives with
regard to running a line from Carcross to Skagwawnecting
with Juneau and Seattle. We are looking forwardmtore
announcements and actions, including their plangadner
with the Canadian Space Agency.

Two and a half years ago, the government releatsed i
Yukon Solid Waste Action Plan. While Dawson City is
mentioned several times in this document, we Istdk a plan
for the overflow in the Quigley landfill. The lantiifwill no
longer accept waste oil from the mining industripieth means
our local miners are being hobbled as they tryddddsiness.
The City of Dawson has brought forward several sgtigns
for addressing this, including using capital futalsipgrade the
landfill, implementing monitoring systems througie tweigh
station, charging for garbage coming in from ouwsithe
community, and/or using tags for bags.

The Minister of Community Services recently statiesl,
“Community partnerships are key to the succesold svaste
management.” She also said that her governmentweitk in
partnership with municipalities to address solidsteaissues. |
look forward to hearing more from the minister dgrithe
departmental debate about how the government vaitkwvith
Dawson residents to ensure the landfill contineesneet our
needs. It is essential that, like all communityjects, residents
have the opportunity to assist the government’s eh@ohd
provide their input for local expertise before démns are
made.
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Similarly, the territorial government holds the division
on the Bear Creek side of Dawson City, as welhasSeventh
Avenue lots in the northeast corner of our towne Ty needs
access to the government’s land planners to tusnattea into
homes for residents. It is my hope that the Yukowegnment
will work cooperatively with the city to do so.

There have been changes in personnel and contwitts
respect to the new waste-water treatment facitityDawson
City. This infrastructure is overdue and very impat to my
constituents. | look forward to a detailed updatdts progress
in the departmental debate as well.

| was not alone in my disappointment that this ‘gear
budget did not include a new rec centre for DawSdgy. My
constituents could be forgiven for thinking thag¢ $od-turning
ceremony during the election might actually resaltimely
construction. Instead, only $500,000 has been atial; which
means that, at the very least, 18 months will gbodiyveen the
minister’s sod-turning and actual construction.ti¢ time of
the first token shovelful of dirt, the ministerdahe press that,
“It is a piece of infrastructure that has been aeggd for many,
many years.” It appears that it will be effectivelgglected for
at least another year or two, and that is a disappent to
Klondike.

ing office first to verify this. They discoveredaththe claim
had been renewed and the office was so swampedclgitins
that it was backlogged to last May. This creategagincon-
venience to the miners, as they suggested thabaweson of-
fice should request more funding and resources fl@minis-
ter. Disappointingly, they were told that such guest had
already been made without results.

It seems the Yukon Party is content to bathe ingtbey of
a mining boom, but it is unprepared to significaréésource
the workers in the system. Last summer these miaeslly
encountered the same problem with the WhitehoreeofThe
employee there in the office showed them a stack
unprocessed claims two feet high. This problemaissed by a
flood of hard rock claims. This is no doubt geniega@ lot of
revenue, so why the staff shortage?

I would suggest that the branch adopt a new pdicy
benefit Yukon’s miners. It should prioritize placgaims and
ensure up-to-date information on the viewer. Plammounts
only for a small part of all claims processed, soywot deal
with them first? This would help out small businegerators,
mostly Yukoners, and would help ensure Yukonerg\etie
benefits and not just suffer the inconveniences dfooming
resource industry.

During the Premier's Budget Address he made a few More generally, the mining boom will put major sses

comments that | would like to reiterate. He saiRetreation
facilities are equally important to rural Yukon comnities.”

The Premier also said, “As you can see, we ar@sem@bout
meeting our commitments, about doing what we sadwgre

going to do.” This last statement really stings ttas Premier
ironically chose to quote a famous Dawson banketetb

deliver his message. “As Robert Service said, tamnise made
is a debt unpaid’, and we will deliver on our press. We have
the fiscal capacity to fulfill these promises.” Welvhat

message is the Premier really telling the Klondikehe makes
the promise during election time but doesn’t seteamoney to
pay up on these debts?

on Yukon’s infrastructure, from power to social\sees, and
to an already-cramped housing market. A successfaing
sector could transform our economy and fiscal aktlo

of

The government must respond to managing the mining

boom to the benefit of Yukoners and get the inftagtire in
place to meet these new demands. This must inabdadant
power and plentiful housing. In return, the goveemtnwill
receive tax revenues to fund programs and servepalation
enjoying new training, jobs and business opporiemit

Trade barriers will inhibit this growth. We mustvioke
policies that will make trade with Asia easier. Thwee
northern territories will be best served by reaghiparity

Having reminded the government of its commitmemts t among our policies. Locally, we must decrease tbst of

the residents of Dawson City and surrounding areamuld
like to now turn my attention to issues that aff§etkoners
generally and to departmental issues that | loakvéod to
exploring further in those departmental
community relies on our firefighters to protectithiamilies,
lives and homes. Within the Community Services’ dmid
there is insufficient capacity to fill, develop, pement and
administer the fire prevention inspection prograpyblic
education program, training program and provide
emergency preparedness awareness component of
emektjemyy isrogaming in the Yukon and we must ensinat t
Yukoners get to enjoy the benefits of that boom. the
administrative level, this means the DepartmentEaokrgy,
Mines and Resources must be adequately resourcelab
with the high level of industry activity. As an ewple, the
EMR website includes a land and mining viewer staiws all
the quartz and placer claims. Other jurisdicticng;h as B.C.,
have similar ones and they are vital tools for pextors and,
as such, must be kept up to date.

A prospector in my constituency planned an outiageul
on targeted claims that had expired — accordintpéoviewer
— but not just by a day or just by two days, butébwhole
month. Luckily his partners stopped into the Daw&ity min-

debates.r Ou

living, not merely increase the minimum wage. Otlige, we
will be forced into a labour crisis as we competelabourers
in B.C. and Alberta.

I would like to send accolades for the three-y&452,000
cumulative effects baseline study in fish and vifildiwater
research and Environmental Programs branch, ccardin
efforts to acquire information on the cumulativefeefs of
quartz mining exploration on fish populations. gt éssential

thehat we have good environmental data so that Yuisonan

tmake informed decisions about industrial activitiastheir
territory.

My colleague and | have already drawn attentiorhi®
upcoming market share war in Yukon’s air travel kear
National airlines have developed a domestic mangedirategy
and the collateral damage that will be sufferedAlryNorth,
Yukon’s airline.

Air North is a valuable member of our communitypyid-
ing services to ourselves and to our businessegloging our
neighbours, and bringing our distant communitiesset to-
gether. | urge the Yukon government to recognize uhique
and important role that Air North plays in the Yuwkthrough
an official policy supporting our local airline. Wh doing so, |
also encourage the government to re-evaluate itabats
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based upon the five-percent discrepancy betweenuitsbers
and Air North numbers on percentage of governnrenet.

I would like to again thank my constituents frone tiding
of Kluane — the large, vast riding of Kluane — dmwill work

Community members in Dawson City and elsewhere havbard on constituency issues, but also with the sténial port-

also brought forth concerns about circuit courttiral Yukon.
The circuit court is supposed to take place everyveeks in
Dawson City, but has seen a pattern of cancellstigs well,
when the proceedings do actually occur, they often't take
place in Dawson City. Although residents may taket phere,
the judges and legal aid counsel phone in from gtioitse.
The technology is unreliable, and the defendarntsnofannot
make out what the lawyers are saying. We are hgdnis from
Old Crow and from Ross River as well. This is ndeguate
access to legal counsel. | hope to see a retunaxing judges
and lawyers on-site in the communities with thegbeovho are
most affected by their decisions.

I will reserve most of my remaining issues to liibem
debates within the ministries, but | would like be on the
record for one more issue and that is technologies trades
education. We are facing labour shortages in techteades,
but we are not adequately preparing our young etiptake
advantages of these opportunities. There is a ggadrtunity
to designate Dawson City as a training centre, la hihave
been meeting with community members,
industry representatives, and we are all on theegamge. Local
Yukon College administrators and representativesnfithe
Trondék Hwéch’in First Nation are eager to getdbpeople
trained properly. Robert Service School has theagtfucture
and is close to the vicinity of the White Gold dist— needed
to provide relevant training close to home. Theyehalready
worked diligently to develop grassroots curricultomadvance
students’ academic interests in technology ancetrad Robert
Service School. By offering apprenticeships tiet iaur high

school system, we can prepare our students fordedkil

employment in their own home communities. Companiast
to hire locally and have already invested signifibain our
local workforce. It is time for the territorial geksnment to lend
their resources to make this happen. | urge themorent to
develop a five-year strategic plan that identiftesdes jobs
needed and capitalizes on the private sector'sngilless to
provide local training with a guarantee for empleyrm

We are gaining momentum. Now we need
government’s support to get tech and training pgogning in
place on the ground in Dawson City.

In closing, | would like to again thank the constitts of
the Klondike for the honour of letting me represtr@m in the
Legislative Assembly. | will endeavour to advocdte my
community, for rural Yukoners and for Yukoners iangral
during this sitting. | look forward to doing so Witall of the
members present.

Hon. Mr. Istchenko:  First of all, | would like to thank
you, Mr. Speaker, and the staff of the Legislathasembly, for
this transition period and working with us to gaifsfigured
out, whether we are trying to figure out how toled a
paycheque and a pension at the same time, or nzagtikage
claim or something like that. | think you guys ateing a
wonderful job and that you deserve a round of apsa

Applause

folio, it changes things a little bit and | dontgas much time
out there, but my heart is always in Kluane.

I would also like to pay accolades to my mother amd
father who are in Mexico right now enjoying the hatather.
When | read the budget that the Premier came otlt, Wiere
were a lot of things that hit close to home. We aafamily
business and we always ran a surplus. We didn’ttbings if
we couldn't afford them and I'm pretty proud of thwould
like to thank my parents for that vision.

| would also like to thank my wife and my son. lamway
from them quite a bit, Mr. Speaker, with the mieigdl
portfolio. 1 do a lot of Skyping and phone callsttwimy wife
and son. My oldest son is off making a life downGnande
Prairie, working in the industry, but my other senhe’s 11
years old and they need a lot of attention fronir tharents, so
it's hard sometimes, but we work through that.

Also, the team — our Yukon Party team — the people

who work upstairs for us — our aides and our exeeut
assistants — | believe they also deserve a lotoblades. We

educators andork well together up there. I'm very proud of th&am and
I'm proud because | have had just about every membe

opposite in my office and had my staff working wittem on
constituency issues also. So it's not just aboatYthkon Party
constituents; it’s about all Yukoners, Mr. Speaker.

A surplus budget; a billion-dollar budget —you kneauat
they say: “A billion here, a billion there, and fiyesoon you
are talking big money.” | am honoured to be parttlof
government, one that is tabling another billionkaiolbudget
for the territory, which | support wholeheartedne of my
personal ideological beliefs, one that | apply b f my
decisions in my role as Minister of Highways andblru
Works, or as the MLA for Kluane, is that governmemist be
fiscally responsible on a very fundamental levegsting
surpluses in times of prosperity and very fiscattgponsible.
Because of that, | applaud this budget and thisgowuent for
being prudent and safe with the public purse.

| have heard from the Official Opposition that thisdget

thelacks long-term vision — in 2002, a little over $6illion.

Mr. Speaker, we are talking about a billion-dollardget. In
the last few years, without some sort of long-tesision, we
probably wouldn't be where we are at today. Oneédswith
long-term vision is that the future holds so mawggbilities.
You must plan for as many of them as possible.virgone
could pay attention to this next part of my spedihputline
one vision of the future that we need to plan Kot everyone
in the world is in the envious position that we.are

Many of the world’s economies seem fragile and gtHn
able. A lot of larger nations rightfully tried t@end their way
out of a recession. Many of these states now haeeyhdebt
levels brought on by a large deficit of previousnge They're
struggling now to balance or maintain spending ifragile
recovery while cutting deficits, let alone debtdevFrustrating
for those in that situation, the debt levels thdwesemake cut-
ting deficits harder, as more and more of the pyblirse has to
go to paying interest on those debts. Fortunatsdyrecoveries
take hold, gross domestic product growth should lerhigher
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tax revenue for those states and eventually balaanebe re-
stored.

As | said earlier, we are lucky. We have no deht we
are posting surpluses, not deficits. Our econonmiicators are
positive, as you referred to in your speech, Menier, so our
general revenues should continue to climb in thedeeable
future. That puts us in an enviable position ofnigeable to
proactively manage our prosperity and, most immpolga
prepare us for risks we don't see yet.

One risk | believe we should pay attention to ks ithterest
rate risk that our constituents face. Canada’s $fiémi of
Finance and the Bank of Canada Governor, Mark Gaireeve
both indicated that interest rates will rise — pagrh not this
year, or not even next, but they will rise. Mr. Gy warns that
the current, “low-for-long” scenario, where intereates are
low for a long period of time, can build individigldebt
levels.

Indeed, Canadians in general have taken on mote Ted
housing prices in Whitehorse are very high, whickans
people are taking out larger and larger mortgagdtat
happens if the rates climb one, two or three pétcémany
people might be facing twice the mortgage intepbsirges at
suchraesiestimgly, Mr. Carney has indicated time ancheti
again that the Bank of Canada focuses on inflatawgeting.
They attempt to control inflation using interestesa When
they notice inflation rising, they raise the intreate, which
has proven to help to curb rising inflation. Sxgesgtially, what
financial leaders of our country are saying whesytimdicate
higher rates is that inflation is near. Further,. /@arney has
said that the bank is willing to tolerate near-telenels of
inflations with a medium-term course to the inflatitarget of
two percent, so as to avoid hampering the economgaon.

stituents who have variable mortgages and consdetetr will
have to pay more and more interest and in turn,saile less.

At this point, we might see individuals start tccatize for
better pay to make up for shortfalls. The publictse union
will probably demand more than a two-percent raissy get
every year. Because of that, it's supposed to bifdation and
at that time, inflation will be higher than two pent, despite
the Bank of Canada’s medium-term goal of a returiwm
percent. Also, since the government has been gpstipluses,
they will argue that we can afford it, so why n&?urn, the
private sector will need to raise their salariectémpete with
the public sector and to respond to their own epgss’
concerns. Importantly, the picture will be discatiog for
industry. Inflation has caused rising input cosssich as
transportation and energy; also payrolls have asmd for the
same-size workforce. Lastly, interest rates hawenri and
caused financing to become less attractive. Atheke factors
will contribute to less feasible mineral projeatsthe territory
and our pipeline of potential projects may dry lgading to
another localized recession. So, Mr. Speaker, iinjgrtant to
plan to avert this possibility and to develop atoayency in
case it comes to fruition. The latter is addredsgdaving; the
former is addressed by spending. I'm very proudupport a
budget that does both.

Spending strategically — the budget as proposedhby
Premier strategically addresses spending so that came
position ourselves to manage the risk of our futudale
leveraging our current prosperity to move forwaogether.
Pillars — a better quality of life — we have heérffom many
of the speeches.

Land availability — the key subject for deliveriagbetter
quality of life for a number of reasons. Improvidgnd

This teaches us two things: first, Canada can dxpeavailability can reduce the cost of housing for ¥n&rs. With

inflation beyond two percent; and second, Canadeaecgect
rising interest rates after that. Applying thessstins to our
specific situation in the Yukon, it means our opiera and
maintenance costs are going to rise in the shon tand
probably quicker than the two percent we allow for.

more land available and reducing costs, immigratian
continue to improve, ensuring that money earneithénY ukon
stays in the Yukon. Creating lots in the commusifieomotes
decentralization, which is important to me and otheral
MLAs. | am excited to know that 53 residential lai®e being

This is apparent already in my Highways and Publiaeleased in my community of Haines Junction thiary&hey

Works, as the last few years have seen much fasteg on
O&M inflation, as fuel is a much higher portion oar O&M
budget than of the Canada consumer price index,CtRé
Further, it means all of our constituents have ag more just
to live here. More of their dollars will be goingward basic
goods. At this time the statistics will say that B» rising
because more dollars are being spent on goods bbfore.
This will appear good for us and our public budgeaking us
feel secure in our recovery, making us feel asefoan spend a
little of our surplus, making us feel that we cap thto our
communal savings. At that same time, our constitueray be
feeling the opposite effect — that even though ‘tieelyuying
the same things they always did, they aren't ablsave as
much money as they used to.

Once inflation has made public budgets look bettet in-
dividual budgets look worse, the Bank of Canada stayt —
we’ll see a rise in interest rates to curb theaitidin, to wrestle
inflation back down to two percent, for the goodrafividuals.
Luckily, that won’t concern our territorial budgetd won't
concern our territorial budget too much. We doréwvén any
debt, so we don't have to pay more interest. Howewar con-

have released some of the lots; there are still&ft. We don't
have a housing or a land crisis in Haines Juna®me speak
today. It will come. Proactively, Community Servéceas dealt
with this issue.

One of our platform commitments was to modernize

legislation related to land titles, to utilize tedhogy and to
improve the timelines of transferring land titleBhis is an
important commitment to me as it is a simple fixkenefit
Yukoners conducting property transactions. | and gleat we
have appointed a land titles inspector to helpelwer on this
commitment.

Another strategic investment made by this budgeinis
education. By establishing the business trainingdfuwe’re
partnering with private business to help Yukoneevetop
skills to be more competitive in the workplace golol market.
This is a direct delivery of our commitment to irapilent the
labour market framework for the Yukon. Another impot
element of this commitment is the recruitment amghleyment
retention strategy, something important to the Dpent of
Highways and Public Works, my department, as therage
age of our workforce increases.
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Near and dear to my heart is the Yukon Party’'s camm suited near their area of influence. This will aéssure that the

ment to enhance home care for seniors and to dhem to
stay in their homes and their home communitie®ag hs pos-
sible. As indicated by the Premier's address onr3day and
by the Minister of Health and Social Services petlier, we're
hiring six new employees for home care purposeanmhg a
replacement for the lodge in Dawson, conductingasibility
study for a new facility here in Whitehorse and mha@ining our
position at the Thomson Centre for 10 more yearslHittle

more than $3.4 million.

Other housing care we’re providing is for Betty'sén,
Kaushee's Place additional second-stage housind, rag
esteemed colleague, the minister responsible foMlomen’s
Directorate, deserves accolades for moving thidiative
forward and getting the memorandum of understandigged
with Kaushee’s Place to provide this funding antivde these
housing units.

The Department of Highways and Public Works isHert
contributing to a better quality of life by spengliil5 million

communications with management is clear and concise

As a rural MLA, this is important to me, as | wolikk to
see the jobs that affect the communities in the mamities.
This could support not just the efficiency of oyseoations
providing better turnaround times in various deparits,
which provides a better quality of life and moreuidl
interaction with various industries — improving eomic
return — but it also improves our environmentaWwstedship
and provides good governance.

This endeavour could address all four of our platfo
pillars, and to investigate this potential, | amdythat we are
dedicated to maintaining and improving our commatiins
network.

An intelligent investment is in our energy infrastiure.
By developing capacity for natural gas, we can e&se our
reliance on heavier diesel and decrease our cbssengy for
our constituents. By increasing our power genematio
capabilities, we can provide improved feasibildynhany of the

under the Shakwak project for the Haines and Alaskanining projects in the territory. This directly cobats the

Highways, plus an additional $1 million for the tioAlaska
Highway. We're also spending $2 million on recoustion of
the Takhini Hot Springs Road, $2.6 million on th#irARoad,
$1 million on
secondary roads, and also our rural road upgradgram,
again for $200,000.

Getting back to one of our pillars, the economyi,ilevh
these road investments do improve the quality f&f Imany
also speak directly to another pillar in our platfio— as | said,
the economy. The Campbell Highway is receiving o$8r
million for reconstruction and spot repairs. It waslt as one
of Prime Minister Diefenbaker's roads to resourees it is
still used for that purpose today, which I'm prdodsay.

On a much smaller scale, we have an access roagsapr
that we fund for $500,000 a year. This money isluaetically
for those remote roads that need spot repairs poove access
to exploration and development properties.
transportation funding includes building a secoetsvay at the
Whitehorse airport, alongside pavement patching tarvay
improvements. Also of importance is the inclusioh ¥
million over two years for the installation of wat@nd sewer
services to the south commercial area, where kidaies have
their head offices and hangars. This strategic wuatkallow
our airline industry to grow with a growing minirgusiness,
again to capture more of the benefit of the upswing

Included in the budget are monies dedicated toyilleon
Research Centre and the Cold Climate Innovationtr€en
Some of this stuff will hopefully be happening @gutmy neck
of the woods. These bodies could be useful to tnategic
management of risk by teaching us how to bettererstdnd
and cope with the melting permafrost and perhagpshtes how
to build more durable roads in the north, reducmgrall costs
of the road maintenance.

An important part of learning and education is camioa-
tions and it was just brought up by the MemberK@ndike.
For that matter, an important part of efficiencyc@mmunica-
tions. The Yukon College and many of our governmeet
partments have offices in the communities. Explpiihe use
of video-conferencing in our own operation can dase the
reliance on travel and allow more ground-level poss to be

resurfacing and safety improvements o

effects of the higher inflation and interest ratesur economy.
At the exact same time, by reducing our need feseli fuel,
we will also be reducing our greenhouse gas enmissio

Another pillar, the environment — building our fitaim
pillar of the environment. My constituents will Ipdeased to
see that monies will be allocated for the wateatstyy, as well
as increased spending on solid-waste managemdit-vaste
management is a very important subject to my ctuestis,
now that we have accomplished a previous commitrteend
open burning. Having $3.4 million in capital andé$7/00 in
O&M in an already robust budget will help community
landfills transition to the waste collection cestend will, with
the installation of gasification plants, improver gacycling in
our communities.

A combined $27 million through Building Canada for
water wells, water systems and waste-water systfemshe

Anothecommunities is good news for all rural Yukoners. i&kportant

function, a positive environmental stewardship, nist just
money but policy as well. Reviewing the resourceeas roads
and their development to ensure environmental suidity

will not only contribute to fulfilling our commitm# to the
environment, but also our commitment to good gozece.

Our other pillar of good governance — of coursenping
for the future is good governance. This budget plfor the
future. Posting a surplus of $80 million is purdgssaving for
a rainy day. The best governance is managing nek this
budget is evidence of the best governance.

In an open, accountable, fiscally responsible guwent,
records management is important. That’'s why thisegament
is committed honestly, through my department ahthal other
departments, to the records improvement initiatveich will
improve record management practices across govenioe
support management of digital records. We're spandil
million on this initiative.

Digital records can help reduce our reliance onepaand
this will also improve our turnaround times on masgues, as
information can be moved around faster. Furtheshrielogy
today is being utilized to make more and more govemt
services available on-line.
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As Department of Highways and Public Works houbes t
government ICT group — information and communiaagio
technology. The technology roll-out and corporat&upport
that we provide is something | am keenly awareFof. exam-
ple, Geomatics Yukon, a unit of the ICT branch,vides the
mapping and underlying support for 12 mapping websiin-
cluding the Yukon water website referred to in Bremier’s
Budget Address, as well as YESAB geolocator, tourand
culture historic sites, and the Yukon geographstaiey web-
site. You can check these out wavw.geomaticsyukon.c#o
find a list of the all the government websites teapport.

tains not the best place to live in the Yukon? Ytis, and yes,
| support this budget.

Mr. Tredger: Mr. Speaker, | would like to
acknowledge that we are on the traditional teryitof the
Kwanlin Dun and the Ta'an Kwéch'an and | thank them
Mahisii€hem honour to represent the people of Maya:Hia
and to work with the MLAs from all parties. | lodarward to
the next few years and hope we can accomplish much.

| was quite excited, waiting to see my first newdget
over $1 billion. However, on pursuing it, | wastlefith a sense

We provide other government-wide support throughof, “Is that all there is?” | had a sense of dis@ppment, but

contracting services desk, providing advice todapartments
on procurement strategies and methods. | know weahave
just developed a procurement course to teach neplogaes
the best practices and resources at their disposal.

Another area that is funded through Highways anbliPu
Works — even though my esteemed colleague, thestemi
here, is responsible for French language serviceseeently
the Motor Vehicles branch released on-line redistna
services in French. Now the entire Community Sewic
website is available in French. After | browsedwer a little
bit, it seemed to me that we have only three depants and
three Crown corporations left require translatiand that's
goodThe success and drive in doing this traiesias indicative
of how eager we are to communicate. We want to renthat
communications and collaborations are a constawutfhout
our mandate. Our platform states that we will couni to work
with our Yukon First Nations to ensure they remdidi
partners in the economic development of the teyrifor the
mutual benefit of all Yukoners. It also commitsnbaintaining
and building our relationships with our many otlmarthern
partners as we strive to deliver our platform dgciehtly as
possible.

Now getting down to the managing of prosperity. sThi
budget addresses many of our platform promisesjoade
heard from my esteemed colleagues in their resgoasel
strategically investing in areas that promote glowthile
prudently avoiding risks to the Yukon. In doing s budget
successfully manages our prosperity by including thulti-
year capital plan project listing we outlined te thublic — our
taxpayers, the people who voted for us. We wiladily invest
in our capital project, making sure that the cocttraork for
the government itself is not cyclical, but steady aeliable.
This way we can continue to build infrastructurg@part for
our growing territory and allow private enterprisedevelop in
an organized way.

Approaching our infrastructure needs in such aesyatic
way ensures that we won't put the cart before thesdy an
infrastructure is built and opportunities will benlocked.
These, in turn, will hopefully come to bear fruit a steady
fashion. Allowing for steady spending and steadyirggs
allows us the luxury of preparing for many differen
eventualities. The best way to prepare for the réutis to
prepare for any eventuality — spending strategicallget the
best return while still saving up a safety net.sTisi the only
way to prepare for an eventuality.

In closing, Mr. Speaker, | would just like to salg | sup-
port this? Is the riding of Kluane with those pretsque moun-

mostly one of lost opportunity. A government is mieg help

us take care of one another, while carefully actiagstewards
of our environment. Yukon used to be on the cuttdge, a
leader in Canada, known for progressive legislatemd

innovation, rooted to a real awareness of lifetdoch with

land and the place. We knew who we were and wherevere

going. We could count on our government to workhwand

encourage our bureaucracy to take risks and to salekions,

to be forward-thinking and work with the peopletioé Yukon,

enabling us to move forward, confident in our aieifi.

To do so, we need to be mindful of all Yukoners keit
needs, their hopes and their aspirations. We needlay this
to our very adept civil service to enable them ¢otleir job
and use their skills, experience and creativitynteet our
challenges. Yukoners need to be involved and putdrk in
solving real problems in their lives. Reading thelget, | am
left wondering, where is the strategy? Where is pten?
Where are we going and how will we get there?

The biggest concern | have is this government’'shad,
reactionary and quick-fix approach to governmentkdhers
are resourceful. They're independent and innovatiVieeir
ideas, their solutions and their knowledge neebet@arnered
and followed. Partnerships and consultation mustidree in a
meaningful way. Their decisions must reflect thadigess and
be acted upon.

Our civil service and the people of Yukon are very
capable. They must be given direction and oppdruioi use
their creativity, ingenuity, resourcefulness andwledge of
our unique circumstances to work together to sebrae of our
dilemmas. They must be involved, not overridden. the
interest of brevity, | will only touch on a few ae by way of
examples and hopefully, have time to discuss mareva
debate the budget in detail.

As Yukoners, we recognize our dependence on therded
government. When elected 10 years ago, the Yukaty Pa
promised to diversify our economy. At the time, reeeived
over $450 million in federal transfer payments —ei0\80
percent of our budget. Now, we receive over $90liani—
still over 80 percent of our budget. One might sayell,
what's the problem with that?” Well, when the fealer
government has a huge debt and continues to rfictdthey
are desperately looking for ways to save money.

While our current agreements with the federal gorent
ensure continued support, as these expire, we w@Wrenable.
Even a small reduction in a massive federal budget have
huge consequences locally. We are borrowing fromesme,
we are getting paid by someone, who has no money.
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The Yukon Party budget seems to have given up aryma Point of order

options for diversification and have put all ourrivlas on the
extractive, non-renewable, commodity-driven industihe
catch here is, so has the federal government. We heacome
a nation dependent upon commodities. Even our rdblés
become known as a petro-dollar.

Speaker: Member for Takhini-Kopper King, on a
point of order.
Ms. White: Can | ask that the members opposite stop

having their conversations and sit down, please?

Now we have the federal government, the sourceCof gSpeaker's ruling

percent of our revenue, and a territorial goverrni@oking to

Speaker:  We've dealt with this in the past and I'll say

the same commodities industry for our well-being.it @9ain. Thereis —

Commodities have been on a tear, but they are arioasly
cyclical industry. It is not a question of if thalible bursts, but
when. What happens when that bubble bursts?

We have gambled with our resources and put alleggs
in one basket.

| haven’t even mentioned the environmental consecgse
of such over-heated, unfettered industrializatiohle are
sacrificing lifestyle and environment as we rapidévelop our
non-renewable resources. Members opposite ofterthsaythe
NDP is anti-mining. | would remind them that the R not
opposed to mining, but we will insist that it bendoin a
responsible way — a way that improves our lifestgted is
ever mindful of all the users of the land and prese the
integrity of our land for future generations. l'iétd to look at
our current housing crisis. Ten years ago YukotEgan to
become aware that there was something amiss, ystileave
no comprehensive housing strategy, and there isehef in
sight. The government continues to use band-aidisak. The
government has moved from providing basic land lamasing
opportunities to our citizens to providing incresgy up-scale
lots and from providing them at cost to market-drivThis has
resulted in a huge jump in the cost of land ané@ehse in the
number and variety of lots available.

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

Speaker: | would also ask the minister to remain quiet
while I'm speaking or | may change my ruling.

There is a need to converse and move around argl pas
notes; it can be disruptive. | ask people to keegoivn and
keep it to a minimum.

| anticipate that there is some business cominthapthe
government is looking to put forward and move oorrgit's
disruptive. You'll have to get used to it. | amenftdisturbed,
as I'm trying to watch and listen, by all the mowerh of
people going in and out. I've come to get used ttothe
member will have to as well. | ask that memberspkteir
voices down to a minimum please. Thank you.

The Member for Mayo-Tatchun has the floor.

Mr. Tredger: | commend the ministers opposite for
their commitments to the people of Mayo and thednises to
work with the Mayo Village Council, the Na Cho Ny&kn
and the seniors of Mayo to provide housing forgleiors and
elders of Mayo and area. | hope this will becomgag of a
coordinated strategy that will support the contimuaf services
to support changing needs. These might range from
community-based home care to assisted living tay-tenm

The fact that the Yukon government is the largesf@re. Let us hope that the new money provided fimmng in

landowner and provider of land and controls theepafcland
dispersal creates a curious situation and hasdesittiations
like we saw last week, where a lot that was sold ooy
government for $110,000 last year was returnedthaed was
put up for sale this year for $200,000. This is gmihg to make
housing more affordable.

the new budget will provide some answers and smiatito
complex problems.

I will remind the ministers opposite that meetingsd
discussions are a great place to start, but we ensire we
move from ideas to plans. This government has becgraat
at ordering reports, but the plans must be takéthefshelves,

Many of our communities are experiencing the sam&oordinated and put into action. They must be etebl

phenomenon. | ask you: where is our youth shelt¢hen will
we see supportive housing in our communities? Hffectve
have our strategies been for the hard-to-house?n\Wiam
youth return to the Yukon? When can workers wantingnove
here buy a house at a reasonable cost?

I can see another crisis looming. Statistics anb
indicators show that the number of seniors in Whdtse and
in the Yukon is one of the fastest growing segmeafteur
population. Are we ready? We need a comprehensn®Is
strategy now to avoid a crisis in the future.

We need to ensure there is a coordinated strategitdw
our citizens to age with dignity. As we grow oldesyr
transportation needs change, our need for housiagges, our
health care needs change. As | go through my coriti@sin
there is increasing concern that seniors and eldérsot be
able to remain in their communities and live wikte tdignity
and respect they deserve. | commend the minisfgyesite for
their commitments to the people of Mayo and thedngises to
work with the —

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

refined and redeployed. Our seniors deserve no less

I'm looking for similar strategies in education. Nu
merous reports from thEducation Act review, the education
reform project, to the Auditor General’s report éaween re-
ceived, discussed and put on a shelf. It is timgetbthe solu-

aftions off the shelf and into action. The differeng# not be

made at the department level, but at the classievel. The
size of the Department of Education continues tmamgrwhile
the number of teachers working with children inssl@oms
diminishes. Where a difference is to be made, litvei made at
the teacher-student level in the classroom. We sasthinable,
measurable and attainable goals, and we need tbemThe
government talks about the need for skills trairamg prepar-
ing our children for work, yet many of our shopsldrome-ec
rooms are either empty or underused. New scho@sbaiit
with no industrial art space. They are deemed tquemesive,
yet research shows that grades 6 to 10 is an apgi®@ge to
introduce applied arts and skills to our studenk®se could be
future workers in the industry, but we need to sehem well.
We are losing them now. We hear attendance is lslgog yet
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music, art programs and experiential learning pogr are
being dropped due to staffing reallocation.

Where is the staff going? Over 10 school-basedherac
are assigned to the department. These are thepvegyams
being removed that interest our students in schadl help us
retain them there. Rural student achievement levetsain
unacceptably low. Over 50 percent of rural studetdsnot
attend school past grade 10. This is a crisis,itistserious for
everyone. Again, there have been many studies aady m
initiatives. It is time to work in a meaningful wayith First
Nations and communities to make a difference. Thisto be a
priority now.

The Premier referred in the budget to 21 out os@8ools
offering First Nation programming. This is a créti@area to the
First Nations, and it is critical to the retentioftheir culture,
yet | hear over and over that the First Nationsrereinvolved
and that the program is not working. We must woithvthe
First Nations — again, in a meaningful way, to era¢ the
current programs and bring forth local programg #ehieve
measurable and attainable goals.

The Energy, Mines and Resources department haseallo
their enthusiasm for the extractive industry to ltgeweak
regulation and oversight, putting at risk our eariment, all
the while blithely promoting a myth of safety arebulation.
Where is our commitment, as responsible stewardseofand,
to our future generations? Again, there is a needohg-term
strategic planning. We need to proceed post-haisheland use
planning. It is not good enough to say land userptey takes
too long or is too expensive. We have a legal aratam
obligation to get it done. We must move from confetion
and litigation to a stance of cooperation and f&Sm Mr.
Speaker, it can be done. Just to the south ofass,year the
governments of the area created Atién Taku Land Use Plan.
This plan lived up to its obligations, was inclusivprovided
certainty to the industry and users of the land] aas the
support of all parties. This was done in three yeard did not
bankrupt anyone.

The temporary rise in the value of commodities ¢raated
a boom — more specifically, an exploration boom.eTh
government refers to the resulting challenges atgkg as
good ones. That is of little consolation to thogdwovare lining
up in record numbers at the food bank. It is dfelitonsolation
to those who wish to buy a home, but can't affardtiis of
litle comfort to the people of Keno who have hdwkit
community and lifestyle usurped for the expansidnaa
international mining company.

It is time to develop strategies and put the neogss
finances toward resolving them now, and it is timedemand
the extractive industry pay their fair share. Ihdse done. We
can follow the lead of Newfoundland and of Austali was
pleased to see in the budget baseline environmettdies
beginning in the Rakla and White River area. Howgetleese
areas are already heavily compromised by explaratis we

| implore this government to make land use planirggi-
ority. Get it done, and get it done now. The Premjmeaks of
development of mines as a certainty, yet his menssare tell-
ing us they cannot proceed with infrastructure lumtneed is
proven. We know that with each new development cime
creasing traffic on our roads. Now is the time tepgare. Car-
macks has been promised a bypass road for seweaed, yet
despite an obvious need, increasing traffic, anjeg there is
no indication of it in the budget. Stewart Crossiegiains one
of the few communities within inadequate streehtiigg and
traffic warning signs, yet the Klondike Road andv&i Tralil
are main transportation arteries. We are aware ttteae are
increasing demands on our roads, yet where isahg-term
planning? Where is the strategic planning for oifizens?
When will we see passing and turning lanes on mbgrl
roads? How long before tourists quit driving theagda High-
way, like they have quit driving the Silver Roaddeno? How
much upgrading will be required so our citizens'tibave to
ride the speed bumps each spring as heavier traféomelting
permafrost and frost heaves play out?

Where is the upgrading and attention to emergency
response services that will be necessary shoulc the an
accident involving one of the increasing numberslarigerous
goods being transported to our communities, fromtsdfa
Lake and Teslin to Whitehorse, Carmacks, Mayo aad/$dn?
| am pleased to see the work being done to impoavesolid-
waste management. | hope the government contimiestk
with local providers to ensure that their uniqueiaions are
accommodated. | also hope that the increasing désnah
industry are being considered. It is also importéort the
Yukon government to remain an active partner, pliog
expertise and finances where necessary and ton rekes
environmental liability, as local governments dd have the
resources to do so.

As the people of Mayo and Tatchun know first-hating
pace of development continues unfettered. Community
resources are being strained to keep up with irgod
oversight. The Yukon Party has created an econdmay is
increasingly dependent on a notoriously fickle tese-
extraction industry. The Yukon Party has us ongastigh. |
am afraid that when the commodity bubble burstswikebe
left with a sick feeling in our stomach and a l6t'we should
havekshudder to think what the future generstiwill say. Mr.
Speaker, | cannot in good conscience support thdgét as
presented. Thank you.

Hon. Mr. Cathers: It gives me great pleasure to rise
here again. This is the tenth time that | have Hid
opportunity to speak on the main estimates in ltieigislative
Assembly. | would like to first of all begin by thieing my
constituents for the opportunity to serve them dbat period
of time and for re-electing me for a third termtl&sl. | look
forward to continuing to work with them over thenander of

have seen from discussions on the proposed Whgehorthis current term.

Trough oil and gas development, we need more irddom
and data to make informed decisions. Now is the tio get
ahead of the curve and ensure that all areas ofYili@®n
receive the same research, so necessary and impatathat

| would like to also begin by thanking my fellow Mk,
caucus members and the Premier, for the work teatendone
together since the election last fall. The Prero@npaigned in
the leadership election and in the general eleabiora Team

decisions can be made from an informed knowledgee ba Yukon approach and a collaborative approach to iugrk

before development takes place.

together. | am very pleased that has been sometiatgve do.
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In fact, the approach by all members of caucusbeen
very much focused on engaging and working togetredt
working to address the responsibilities that we ehdneen
tasked with on behalf of Yukon citizens. | woulldito thank
all my fellow caucus members and to thank the Peefior the
opportunity to serve as Minister of Energy, Mineada
Resources and as House leader.

I would like to also thank the staff of Departmeott
Energy, Mines and Resources for the assistancettegthave
provided me and for the work they do. | also, whitenting to
be positive in my framing of it, do have to, on bKlof those
staff, take offense to some of the characterizatibiat certain
members of the opposition have placed on thosé atalf the
suggestions, particularly that those staff do retabout the
environment or are not focused on fulfilling thessponsibility
as regulators to responsibly regulate the actwitieat go on,
including in the mining industry, including in @hd gas and in
the many other areas that fall on to the respdit&hi of that
department. | want to again emphasize that | havdidence
in the staff of Energy, Mines and Resources anuktkhat the
overwhelming majority of them are very much dedicato
treating their responsibilities with the utmostisesness and
trying, to the very best of their abilities, to filil those
responsibilities and reflect the trust that Yukenbave placed
on them.

I'd also like to begin my remarks by thanking goweent
employees of other departments, including those had the
opportunity of serving as minister over the yeérs, really to
thank all the government employees of the Yukonegoment
for the work that they do. It is those employee®wahe tasked
with the responsibility of implementing the budgetd most of
the decisions that are made by this LegislativeeAdsdy and
by the government. I'd like to also thank non-goweental
organizations and other partners that work withegoknent in
our collective attempt to provide high-quality sees to
Yukon citizens. I'd like to thank the other goveramts that we
work  with First Nation governments, municipal
governments, federal government, and provincesemidories
that work together with us in various different wayn various
different files, but are very important to our &il to
successfully deliver the commitments we've madeYtdkon
citizens and to provide responsible government tikorers
and to manage effectively, at the current pointirme, and set
an effective course for the future.

As a number of members have mentioned, one thiag thsupporting

must be mentioned in this tenth budget presented udon

other members have mentioned, is part of maintgi@irpru-
dent financial position, providing us the abilitgth in this fis-
cal year and future fiscal years to respond to asd emerging
issues, pressures and opportunities as well astarding a
prudent amount of cash in the bank and net finhmesources
to deal with the risks that we have, including fungdagree-
ments that have end-dates to them and are notdedemntil
and unless such point as we are able to reach tension to
those funding agreements.

A few other areas | would like to touch on — | wablike
to begin by thanking the minister and staff of Higltys and
Public Works for their efforts on the inclusion this year’'s
budget of the first phase of widening and upgradimg Hot
Springs Road. That is a high priority for my cotsnts in that
area and is something that | campaigned on supgoitiwould
like to thank the minister for his work in that are

| would like to also — in setting the overall coxitéor this
budget — remind members of the situation we weraine
years ago today. Nine years ago today — or, slighter nine
years ago, | should say — when we first came txeffthe
Yukon economy was in decline. There were not adbt
opportunities out there for citizens, whether itdvate sector
or wherever they were seeking employment.

The Yukon was not in a situation where there watiyre
lot of hope for tradespeople, for young people @mgethe
workforce, for people leaving school — all of thag®ups of
people and others were looking at a situation whbese
weren't a lot of job opportunities. Housing pricegere in
decline and previous governments had created arwpsspply
by causing people to want to leave the territorgaose of poor
government policies that created a lack of configemotably
in the mining industry, but also in other sectork tbe
economy. It should be noted that the mining se®overy
important to the Yukon. It is one sector of a dsifed
economy, but we have to acknowledge but as muackieasl!
want to see the economy diversified and see oo grow
in size in order to provide for the needs of th&kdfy one must
not be blind to the fact that the Yukon economy heger done
well when there was not a strong mining sectorit$a very
important part of the overall economic picture.

It must be managed responsibly; it must be managed
effectively and we are committed to doing that. \wél
continue — as a number of my colleagues have meedie—
to focus on developing other areas of the economg a
their increased activity, including teuor,
agriculture, the knowledge-based sector of the emgnand

Party governments is that the size of the budget hacultural industries — to name but a few.

dramatically increased over time. There has besigraficant
increase in own-source revenues through the gratkhe
private sector. There has also been a significarease in the
federal transfer due to work by ministers over ¢hiukon
Party governments and due to the interest of thueré
government in working with us. I'd like to pass oty thanks
to all involved, both those at the political levehd Yukon
government departments and federally that have ednn
dealing with these to make this happen. A lot ofkmeent into
it and a lot of people deserve their share of tedit

This budget is $1,150,000,000. It is the fourth d¢rtdthat
has been over a billion dollars. The $80-milliompdus, as the
Premier mentioned in introducing this, and as a emof

Another area that is highlighted by one of the i we
have called for debate tomorrow is the commeraéiin of
technology that relates to research and development
particularly as it pertains to cold climate resbarand
inno&gtam. what | would say today, in speaking on thisiget,
as | said last fall to constituents at the doorsteping the
election campaign, is that when you think of whibiags were
a little over nine years ago, it is better to héve challenges
associated with a strong economy — and there aalieciges
associated with it — than to have the problems@sted with
not having an economy and not having a lot of hopiethere
for friends, families, communities, children andmso
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When you look at the global context, comparing Yuko
the rest of Canada and Canada compared to theofdbie
world, the fact that we have a strong economy righw is a
rarity and it is something that we must manage céffely,
diligently and prudently. That includes both keepih a cli-
mate that maintains investor confidence and engtiat we
are taking the effective measures through regulatiand
through steps such as, in some cases — notabheimining
sector — requiring security for activities. We netedensure
that we take such steps to prudently manage oauress, and
that’'s what we're doing.

Now there are a few other areas that I'd like tghhight
that are of importance to my constituents, inclgdithe
continued support for the community well in the peéreek
area, additional investments in rural roads upgaaed the
continuation of the rural domestic water well praogr which is

sue of oil and gas development; placer mining; quaxining;
and mining exploration.

Mining, again, as | noted, has been really a keyirenof
the Yukon economy since before the Yukon first bezaa
territory. Without the placer mining industry artetKlondike
Gold Rush, the Yukon Territory would not have béemed
when it was and it's doubtful it would have beemied since
that time, in my opinion.

Again, there are a few things I'd like to highligint that
area — in the mining sector, particularly — to pdwvclarity
and to correct what some of the opposition membave said
about this area. | would point out that indeed Wekon’s
placer mining sector is a sector of the economy liaa been
important to the Yukon for more than 100 yearss Hlso a
sector that has been in decline in its productiver dhe last
two decades. In 1989, more than 165,000 ouncesldfwgere

something that came forward to me as a request fromproduced, whereas less than 47,000 ounces wereiqgaddn

constituents back in the first term | was electadand that the
government made come to fruition back in 2004. Aiso
talking about the colleagues with whom | serve -g-llke to

note the fact that there are a number of new fhees and I'm
very pleased to have their additions to the team.

We have had a significant turnover since the oalin
Yukon Party government of 2002 and with nine newAdL
providing their strengths to that caucus, it's stinimg that has
certainly given us new ideas and new strength aredgg to
proceed forward for this term.

Other areas | would
responsibilities that fall under Energy, Mines aRdsources
because the responsibilities with which | am tasked/inister
of Energy, Mines and Resources are of great impog&o my
constituents and the Yukon as a whole. These iecknkrgy,
Mines and Resources’ role in making land availabbe
Yukoners in dealing with our issues around landilal#ity
and fulfilling our commitments to Yukoners to makand
available to Yukoners as a very important part edilishg with
access to housing. To clarify that, or to rephrius, rather,
Mr. Speaker, | point out that housing — while thecial
housing, the social safety net portion of that apph to
housing is important — without available lots, waith
appropriate lot development, without providing Yuokos
opportunity to acquire land — housing prices wakurally rise
and that the shortage of available land and thafgignt recent
increase in the Yukon population is what has relgti to the
spike in housing prices in recent years.

That is something that does not just apply to #wy high-
end properties. It is also something that very maéfects
people who are looking for entry-level accommodatilb is a
situation of supply and demand. We need to makeoppiate
supply available to fulfill that demand.

Other areas under Energy, Mines and Resourcesdiclu
continuing to support the growth of the agricultusactor;
managing our energy resources and taking the regs g0
plan for the Yukon’s needs in these areas; addrgdscal area
planning and land use planning; providing for thiecess of
the forestry sector; fulfilling — although we aretrthe lead
department responsible for supporting the tourisdustry —
big game oultfitting. They do have needs and intertmat fall
under Energy, Mines and Resources to manage arydattee
also important sectors of the economy. And, of seuthe is-

like to talk about include the

2011. No public or large corporations are part fed placer
industry in the Yukon, and most of the placer opens are
small. They are family owned and most have a hdndfu
employees.

Most of the owners — approximately 90 percent — and
employees — approximately 68 percent — are Yuksideats
and according to the latest study on this, rou§@ypercent of
the operating expenses of placer mines are spehgeilYyukon
and fuel other sectors of the economy, particultry service
and supply sectors.

Again, that is an area that, in contrast to membpposite
in the NDP who have suggested we should raise dielty
rates on placer mining, is something that we idietiand we
are not prepared to do. We think that the sectaviges
significant benefit to the Yukon and we need tooggize the
fact that it has a lot of other costs and a lobthfer challenges
and provides a lot of economic benefit to Yukoizeis.

With regard to the quartz mining sector, againasially
modernized the royalty section in 2008. Those ityyal
regulations were implemented in 2010 and they aseth on
national royalty approaches and generally put Yikooyalty
rates in the middle of royalty systems across Canddkon’s
hard-rock royalty is a stepped or incremental ryy#hat is
capped at a maximum of 12 percent of the profd afine.

What | would point out to members who have either
missed the point or have misconstrued it, in fhet definition
of “profit” under theQuartz Mining Act is not the same as the
definition of “profit” under the ncome Tax Act. To put that into
layman’s terms, what | mean by that is that soniegththat
can be written off on an income tax deduction carrgowrit-
ten off under theQuartz Mining Act. It defines what they can
write off and what they cannot write off. One oétthings that
they can write off, in contrast to what the Memlar Mayo-
Tatchun, the NDP member, has indicated — one obé&mefits
that they have provided to the mining sector — @agstone
in particular has provided to the community of P&llrossing
— is through the community economic developmenteasze
that can be written off from royalty under tiiartz Mining
Act. They have put an investment into the communitelfy
Crossing of | believe it is $1.5 million, if memosgrves, into
the development of a child care centre. They al@ewald to
write a portion of that off from their royalty paymts, and so
that is a benefit that they have provided diresitp that com-
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munity. That community and economic developmentease
is a new provision that we put in under myself dnister at
the time in the 2008 amendments to uartz Mining Act.

Another thing | should note is that when the memahialk
about gaining more benefit from mining and talkatgput rais-
ing royalty rates, | have to point out that royalfges are not
charged on mining exploration, nor are they chagedining
exploration anywhere in the country. The Yukon'ser@ surge
in mining activity has been through a real boonmiming ex-
ploration and it is not until the production stabat we, or any
Canadian jurisdiction, charge royalties. So at gust in time,
until the 2011 year, we expect to see a royaltydilfrom
Alexco Resources that will show a royalty owingsdé on
their production in 2011. But until that point iime, the Cap-
stone mine has been the only mine operating intehdtory
that is in full production and has been paying galy. They
have been paying a royalty to the Selkirk Firstiblabecause
that mine is located on class A settlement land, they have
paid $1.5 million in royalty to the Selkirk Firstalon in 2008;
$5.9 million in royalty to the Selkirk First Natidn 2009; and
$3.8 million in 2010. We do not have the 2011 nursbe
They're not complete by this point in time.

But again, in that area, the Yukon government ctdléhe
royalty, but simply transfers 100 percent of itttee Selkirk
First Nation, so that roughly $10 million in royahenefit from
that mine goes directly to the Selkirk First Nafievhich that
government can use as they see fit.

Another area that I'd like to touch on briefly scognizing
that the Yukon has also, under the devolution fens
agreement, had a cap on the amount of royaltigsvikacan
collect. That was $3 million for mining and othesources and
$3 million for the oil and gas side. Through therkof the
Premier and his success with the Prime MinisteCariada, we
have a commitment from the federal government teraihthe
royalty cap to over $40 million. It's based on taculation of
the gross expenditure base, but it works out ta 644 million
is the commitment to allow us to keep from resoussenues.
But at this point in time, we have not had royaltiom mines
that would bring us even up to the $3 million ceye will see
more than that, as we have mines like Alexco ankoviLZinc
coming into production, but it will certainly be ree time
before we would run into the new cap on the royedtes.

I hope that’s provided some context for the members

Another thing I'd like to emphasize again is thetfthat,
despite our differences and despite our ideologidérences
in terms of how to approach government and manadehink
most members in this House probably share someeédegjr
common values in wanting to see a healthy econonty &
healthy wilderness. One thing that does becomerétirsg, as
we listen to debate from the NDP, is their chamda¢ion of
the government and certain departments of the gavent as
not caring about the environment and not caringutlibe
Yukon wilderness. The Yukon’s natural beauty, thekdn's
wilderness, and its healthy ecosystems are verpiitapt to
every member of team Yukon, the Yukon Party cauthey
are very important to most Yukoners, and | am fedysind we
are focused on taking the responsible steps torerthat we
continue to have natural beauty, wilderness, hgadttosys-
tems and also a strong, diversified economy thavigdes em-
ployment for our friends, our families, our comntigs, our

neighbours and sets the Yukon on the right trackgknera-
tions to come.

A few other areas | would like to move on to isingtthat
for the members of the NDP, particularly, | wouldceurage
them to be a little more careful with some of théoimation
they bring forward to this House that they presastfacts.
We've heard at least three members of the NDP signdnd
claim that $2 million has been cut from the Depauiinof
Economic Development when, as the minister noteat, it not
the case. Members appear to be doing their researcthe
basis of one incorrect newspaper article. So | @ancourage
them to look at the budget itself and look at tlhwnbers that
are in there. Comparing the mains to mains, thd 2@1budget
and the 2012-13 — there is a reduction of $36,00Ghe
Department of Economic Development, not $2 millias, at
least three members of the NDP have indicated.

Another thing | would like to talk about, changitmpics
— changing veins — is that continued investmentraas like
health care are very important to the Yukon andb&on’s
future. | would like to commend the Minister of Hikaand
Social Services for his continued work and contthsapport
for programs, including Yukon’'s health human reseur
strategy which has resulted in over 60 Yukonersdéiained
through the bursary programs under that strategpnimend
the Minister of Health and Social Services and ltieister of
Education for the work they did in the continuatioh the
licensed practical nurse program at Yukon Colleeese are
all very important to meeting Yukon’s human reseureeds
for the health care sector. Yukon health care isething that
will face very significant challenges in the yeémscome due
to, in large part, the demographics of the popotatnd the
fact that baby-boomers will be placing more demamdghe
system. We see a number of baby-boomers who artogep
in those professions also retiring, and the grawttosts across
the country is a challenge.

Continuing to invest in Yukon’s health and human
resource capacity, as well as in technology in #rat will be
very important to providing for our ability to metbte needs of
Yukon citizens, both now and for years to come.

I'd also like to commend the Minister of Health aBdcial
Services for the money that's contained in thisr'gebudget
for the Sarah Steele building for beginning theite&planning
to replace that building. That building, of courde, very
important to the Yukon’s addictions side of thingsto the
alcohol and drugs services programs and our aliitgerve
those clients. It is also a building that is veryah in need of
replacement and I'm pleased to support that momeyhis
year’s budget.

This budget also contains money for 10 beds at the

Thomson Centre, six new hospital beds and six mapl@yees
for the home care program. Again, all of theseverry positive
investments in supporting the needs of YukonersoAanother
area of this budget that I'm pleased to see confeuttion is

the investment in second stage housing for Kaushekice,
and I'd like to commend the minister responsible fbe

Women’s Directorate for her work in this area. libee the
minister for Yukon Housing Corporation also hasolwement
with that and I'd like to thank everyone who's imved in this
area. It certainly is something that is necessamyg will

improve our ability to help women fleeing violertustions.
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A few other areas that | would like to touch onlude the
investment that expands our support for deliverorg the
Yukon Solid Waste Action Plan. This is the next stage in the
work that we have done. | would note that it was -wethe
Yukon Party — who ended the burning of waste at glnthis
is something that has been
constituents in the Deep Creek area and to othexsnd the
territory. For quite some time and under previoagegnments,

way, for culverts on the Klondike Highway, for therth Ca-

nol Road, for the Atlin Road; the money that | nieméd al-
ready is $2 million for the Hot Springs Road re¢amngtion for
the first phase of that project; the money thatdge for reha-
bilitation and surfacing of the Silver Trail; momgoney for the

important certainly tg m Dempster Highway; more money for the resource acoesd

program; more investments in secondary road impneves;
investments in improvement projects for the Erikelsién

this practice was going on. The government waslfitse Whitehorse International Airport, including taxiwayprove-

contributing to burning waste and creating airbotmens in
Yukon communities and that’'s something that | amyve
pleased and very proud to have been a part of dingrthat

ments, rehabilitation and installation of a secbridge or jet-
way; investment in extending the water and sewerices to
the south commercial area at the Erik Nielsen Wioitee In-

and moving to a much more responsible method oftevasternational Airport; funding to address the needsother
manlageoudaht.like to address briefly some comments andYukon airports; money for investment in the Uppedart

guestions the Member for Klondike raised aroundcthrecerns
that he had heard from constituents about registraand
processing of claims. That is something that | t@itlk into for
that member and have the department review whaithation
is and expected pressures. The member also metticedes
training and, as | am sure the member noted inbtdget
highlights, we do have a commitment to develop a-pa
northern work force strategy. That is something th@ngoing
right now with the other territories, N.W.T. and tawut. It is
effectively a joint approach in working with the dizal
government on the issue of trades training, andkingrwith
the Yukon Mine Training Association, Yukon Collegad
comparable bodies in N.W.T. and Nunavut to tryriewze that
we are effectively responding to the demand by rieing
sector for skilled trades and providing the oppaittes for our
citizens to become trained in those areas and nggittie
opportunities that are provided to them from thaing sector
activitiyother area that | would like to briefly touch @the
investments that are in land development this y&haere is
$34.984 million for land development in 2012-13isThgain,
as | emphasized, is really the heart of what we a&®ean
effective approach to address challenges in teifrh®uasing. It
really is, as | emphasized, a matter of supply demtand. The
demand for new lots is really central to the inseem housing
prices that we've seen recently. The solution tis ito make
more land available and provide opportunities feope who
want to build houses. That flows right through frémat. The
most expensive houses and down to entry-level homesl
are affected by a shortage of land, which has iried to it
being very much a seller's market rather than beitglanced
market between buyers and sellers.

Part of this will include, as we have committed,rkinog
with First Nations, including the letter of undewstling signed
with the Kwanlin Dun First Nation to work togethemn
potential land opportunities on Kwanlin Dun Firstathbn

bridge; rehabilitation work on bridges including sAihik
River, Jarvis Creek, Stewart River and Haldane KCree
These are all investments that are important totagiing
our infrastructure in good shape. A few other sectuf the
economy I'd like to touch briefly on include thesearch and
innovation that | mentioned. I'm pleased about tleeent
commitment of $5 million over five years for the Rin
Research Centre of Excellence and the Yukon Coilhaié
Innovation Centre. In the tourism sector, the Yukoawn
investment in tourism is supported by $590,000 fi@anNor

to continue promoting Yukon to overseas markets and

$800,000 for a joint northern marketing campaigmead at
promoting this industry to travel destinations iouthern
CanAdather area that | want to mention is the investise
which I'll expand on in greater detail in the Deipaent of
Energy, Mines and Resources in debate during Camendf
the Whole — the additional investments we've pubithe
Client Services and Inspection branch of Energynédi and
Resources to expand capacity for conducting ingpestand
ensuring regulatory and environmental compliandgs Ts on
top of a recent increase of 12 percent in the dgpa€ that
branch to take on additional projects and respditigb.

This year, we've also seen a significant incredss ts
responsible for the increase in the Energy, Minesl a
Resources overall budget number for completing diatien,
design and planning for assessment of the FaroNwowant
Nansen mine reclamation projects. Again, theseeptsjwere
developed under the federal government watch aalllyrare
the example of why we have changed the way we agghe
mining sector, why we have stepped up inspecticors fwhat
occurred under the federal watch, why we have takenore
active approach to managing and inspecting whgbiag on
on the ground, and why we have put in place a pssEive
security policy that is aimed at always having isight
security retained from the mining company to adsirgkat we

settlement land and the announcement that we mhde twould need to address if that company should happeease

commitment to develop Lot 262 through an

innovativeoperations.

approach that we have committed to. We have placed Additional investments | am pleased to see inclodge

conditions on that property, that it has to be tlgwed for a
certain amount of affordable rental units. We'll beaking
further announcements in the near future aboutithimg of
the release of that land and the conditions onltidbr those
wholpl#oe inigsest df time, | will try to wrap up herEhere are
just a few other areas that | would like to empbesthe con-
tinued investment in transportation infrastructuirecluding
more money for the Shakwak project; for the CamipHéajh-

money for water monitoring equipment to providet&etunder-
standing of waterways in the White Gold districtbetter un-
derstand what the baseline data is in that aram pleased to
see that investment. | am pleased to see the tapare being
taken under the lead of the Minister of Environmintmple-
ment our commitment to create a Yukon water styatbgt
focuses on our access to safe drinking water, ase@ data
collection and information and, as well, througle tBepart-
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ment of Community Services, upgrading drinking waaed
waste-water treatment facilities in communitiesnteet new
standards for water quality.

In the interest of time, | will wrap up, but in cduasion,
one other area | would also like to commend isEA& million
provided for a new emergency response centre tilatevve
as Whitehorse’s primary ambulance station. | wolikeé to
thank the Minister of Community Services for hefodf on
this project, and for the fact that this centrel wignificantly
improve the ability of Yukon’s Emergency Medicalr@ees
crew to respond to northern areas of Whitehorsetarateas
such as my riding of Lake Laberge that currentlyehto see
the ambulance go through downtown if it is basetl ajuhe
existing ambulance station. With that, | commenid thudget
to the House.

Speaker:
debate. Although | do believe everyone has spokairil) still
ask. Are there any other members who wish to bedfea

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: I'd like to get started by first
thanking my constituents in the riding of Mountdaew, which
consists of Mcintyre, Granger, Hillcrest and Vallieyw. It
certainly is an honour and a privilege, and | hymiglpresent
them and their issues here in the House.

I'd like to sort of just talk a bit about the thmghat I've
heard and where we’re moving forward in terms &f tludget
speech that we've heard to this point. We're tajkabout the
budget mains for 2012-13. Truly, this is a recargeistment by
this government in Yukon and with this record irtwesnt
there are no tax increases.

| have to say that, listening to what we've heavdfar, |
am certainly disappointed in the Leader of the NBmmocratic
Party and her caucus. A couple of things that 1 jusled out
of the leader’s response to the throne speectDiestmber —
a couple of comments that she made are that a mmestt is
wise to listen to the opposition for it is here itoprove a
government’s performance, that the Yukon public eapect
the Official Opposition to take strong stands aecethical and
a positive voice in the Legislative Assembly, ahd Official
Opposition is offering the government suggestionsd a
proposals.

we were elected on. The strategy is the budget isHaow we
will deliver that platform to Yukoners; it is thrgh the budget.
| think that that is pretty straightforward.

The Leader of the Official Opposition identified athshe
termed as some issues — three issues — with thgebud
would like to comment on those. | do believe thas tbudget
does reflect the public interest, quite simply agaécause we
campaigned on this and on what we were going tdOdtober
11 there was an election and Yukoners re-electtr@d-term
majority government for the Yukon Party.

This budget truly is a reflection of those pria#j which
we put forward in our platform. The vision — agaigion and
strategy is the budget. That's what the budgeltiaddresses
comprehensively many, many issues that affect akoviers.
Some of those things are housing, land, energyir@amment,
health, education, infrastructure, tourism — tisé gjoes on and

If the member now speaks, he will closeon and on. All of these things we put in the cohtek

addressing the four pillars that we identified drave spoken
about, not just through this new government bupiiavious
Yukon Party governments as well.

Financial numbers — the Leader of the NDP thoupht t
they weren't believable. | have to say that wheodmes to
talking about financial management, | just say Kkinthat |
don't think that we’ll take advice from the New Deanatic
Party on financial management. | mean, this isréyghat has
a history of fiscal mismanagement — the largesicdeh the
history of the Yukon Territory was by the New Demaic
Party — a $64-million deficit back in the 1990s. &sesult of
that, we did create thEaxpayer Protection Act — as a result of
that financial mismanagement.

| want to just talk a moment about the budget arsd $ort
of highlight a couple of things about its purposkshink it
serves two purposes: One, it details the propogpdnglitures
that are required for the public good. Second ravigles the
Legislature and the general public with an overviefvour
fiscal or our financial position. This governmesttabling a
budget with expenditures at a record level, nehtlyL6 billion.
Not only is this government investing a large amnoinnthe
Yukon, but it is doing so in a fiscally responsibieanner.
Expenditures are not being made at the expenskeofuture.
We are not mortgaging the future. To the contrtrg,opposite
is occurring. We continue to save for the futuree’™® making

Mr. Speaker, that's what the Leader of the Officialrecord investments, but we're continuing to sawvetltie future.

Opposition said during the throne speech. Whatvdidhear

The government will make these expenditures — this

through these comments in the last two days? Wedheainvestment in the Yukon — and have a surplus aetiteof the

negativity and criticism. That's what we heard. thrted

counting negative words; | lost count; there was pmint.

Truly, the NDP have offered no plans and offeredaolations.
What they came forward with is just purely critiigind a lack
of understanding in terms of some of the things$ Were being
dischsedheir assessment of the budget, in my opini®rR—

to use a word that they use commonly — “recklessti |

believe, to their own end.

Certainly the NDP have continued the legacy ofnigyto
paint a picture without telling the whole story. athis
something that we have heard in the past and obhyiowill
continue to this day.

year of approximately $80 million. This is prudefiscal
management.

The preeminent measure of the government’'s financia
strength is net debt. This government does not lzane net
debt. We have net financial resources. The govenhnige
expected, to the end of the fiscal year, to havefinancial
resources in excess of $100 million. Now this i$ savings
account.

There is enough cash and financial assets — whakidv
be our accounts receivable and any investmentsawe h- to
pay off all liabilities — liabilities being accoumtpayable,
liabilities for environmental cleanups and enviramtal

Just not very long ago, the Member for Mayo-Tatchurliabilities as well. We take all of our assets avelsubtract our

asked a very simple question: Where is the plan@rd/ts the
strategy? The plan is the platform; that is theplehat is what

liabilities, and we still have approximately $100llion left
over. That is called net financial resources.



350

HANSARD

March 20, 2012

While most provinces and territories only have cheltt —
meaning they owe more than they are capable ohpay this
isn’t the case in the Yukon. In Canada, only Alaexhd Yukon
are in this enviable financial position. Yukoneh®gld be very
proud. This forward-looking, healthy financial posn
provides Yukoners not only with security, but withe
flexibility to be responsive to future challengeStrong
financial leadership has provided us with this abile financial
position. This enviable financial position has walém us to
present this budget for the 2012-13 year that ples/imuch for
Yukoners. But there is a surplus, as we said. $hiplus gives
us the opportunity to either
opportunities, if they arise, or to deal with risks

There are risks out there that we identified. Baoid

Mines and Resources did state earlier, looking badO years
ago.
The other comment | want to make about this is aibou
fudging numbers. | just want to comment that inuddet — a
budget truly is an estimate. It is a working, ligjnbreathing
document. It certainly lives in a very uncertainrido Mr.

Speaker, to be out on projections on a net basi&lBymillion
when you have a bhillion dollars in revenue andliéohidollars
in expenses means that you are within a half of gereent. |
think no matter where you look, that is a prettpdmumber.

| wanted to take a couple of minutes to talk akmayroll

take advantage of newax that we have heard about from the NDP a fewedim

thinking that this is something that would be trggseat for
Yukon. | think we need to talk about that and wedédo

Canada — last year for funding is 2014. THSSI — theunderstand what a payroll tax is. A payroll ta®igx on work.

territorial health system sustainability initiative- we got an
extension from the Government of Canada this lagjust for
two more years, ending the end of the 2013-14 ydawever,

at this point, we still don’t have any guarantdes that money

will be there.

It is not a tax on income. People who work and mbte
levels of income either pay no tax or very littleé &f tax, but
with a payroll tax everybody pays.

You can’t say that you fly in and out of here, smhave
to pay this extra tax. You can't do that. In faattax on work,

Shakwak — the Shakwak agreement started 1977 arfie federal government will not administer it besmit is a tax

since 2009, we haven’t had a long-term deal. Itleen on a
year-to-year basis. So there are no guaranteesthieed is
going to be money there either. | think we’re irtirgg this year
$15 million in Shakwak ourselves. We've spoken, v,
about the appeal to the Yukon Supreme Court onFtkeach
school issue. This, as well, is a risk. Dependipgruwhat
happens, we need to be able to have money rescawaiable.
We've also heard from the Minister of Educatiorkitey
about schools. Over and above the F.H. Collins aictimat
we're building, we probably have to look at onentaybe two
more new schools here in Whitehorse to meet theseéa

on work and not a tax on income. So that would meahwe
would have to do that — we would have to put incplahe
bureaucracy to be able to administer this program.

Let's just use the example: if you have a familnttis
bringing in a $100,000 combined income and you yappl
$2,000 payroll tax, that means you're taking $2,0000f their
pocket — everybody. They don't have that moneyedr and
they can, on their taxes, apply to get it reimbdrseApril or
May of the next year. So, in the meantime, thaZ @980, not in
their pocket, to go out for dinner or to go to avieg or to buy
some clothes, or to buy a television, or to do laimg else. Not

growing Yukon population. The emergency room in theonly that, | would also like to comment on the iropthat this

hospital — you know, as we have more people livirege,
there’s more pressure, more strain, on our healthices and
we'll have to look at that as well and see whatithestment
is. So that’s a risk.

Of course, infrastructure — the ongoing challentjas we
have with infrastructure. That's energy infrasturet
transportation infrastructure, and communicatidnastructure.
Really, it is a challenge. When | talked about vehdre NDP
was historically, | just looked back to that recarden they left
power. We had double-digit unemployment; we haeeodus

would have on businesses, because businesses hawadto
collect all this money and send this money to tbeegnment
as well.

The last comment | want to make on this is withardgio
the Taxpayer Protection Act | talked about and that |
mentioned earlier that was put in place as a regudt massive
deficit created by the New Democratic Party.

Now, because of theTaxpayer Protection Act, you
couldn’t just go ahead and implement a payroll vathout
going to the people to have a referendum on subing.

of thousands of people — thousands — and they were So | wanted to just talk briefly about NDP and miiln

primarily between 25 and 34 years of age. Reatiylytour
legacy is people to build Yukon’s future, and theig not
create a job. Really, truly the only legacy thdé# of those
years — we’re reminded of it every month when yet ypur
electrical bill. You still see the legacy of thatestment.

the Leader’s response to the budget, she saidvilain New
Democrats have a proud history of supporting resibbm
mining in the Yukon. The NDP has history — has shas —
what they have done is driven that industry outhefterritory.
You know, | guess maybe that's part of their stygtin terms

Now, the Yukon Party has created an environment foof their housing and their energy strategy — if get rid of

public sector investment here in the Yukon and résult of
that is we've had a record population, record nunabgeople
eligible to work in the Yukon, record number of p&o
working in the Yukon, unemployment between five asix
percent for 2011 — which is among the lowest in &n—
record building permits, record retail sales.

Truly, what we have is a private sector economy tioav
rivals the public sector economy in terms of inpib GDP.
We have come a long, long way as the Minister oérgwp,

mining, then we get rid of the economy, there wax@tan issue
when it comes to energy or to housing, becauséillitsalve
that problem.

Well, we're not of that stripe. Modernizing the usdry —
really, what it's about is restricting that indystrand the
consequence of that has always been to see ansxatlinot
only of that industry, but of the thousands of jahst are
indirect jobs that would also leave as a resula afecrease in
that industry. Royalties — | just think they dogét it.

| guess I'll just put it that way.
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When it comes to creating jobs within the minindustry,
that’s what it is. The first priority that the gawenent has is to
create jobs. So that's what we do, because crepthsycreates
wealth for this economy. There are both the dijelos and the
indirect jobs. We created the environment to héwne kind of
economic investment from the private sector that tesulted
in people coming here.

We talk about royalties. | think it was actuallydsaefore
Christmas that when you combine the taxes — cotpdexes
— and the royalty rate in the Yukon, mining comganfor
base metals have the highest rate in the coumdedd, for
guartz mining royalties, when you do a scan ofdbentry, we
are in fact sitting in the middle. We don’t haves tbheapest
royalties and we don’t have the most expensive ltiega
We're sitting in the middle and the opportunity deate jobs
and get these projects going is and will be ouwrjiyi, because
allowing these companies to frontload the experalfsvs
these projects to become feasible and move forward.

If we put up all the roadblocks, then they just,sawgll,
you know, we can't do it. Then, not only do we m&t any
royalties, but we don’t get any jobs. | have to sayand we all
know and we have spoken about it here in the Heus&00
direct jobs in three mines right now. There areuttamds of
indirect jobs out there, as well, and that goesjusitfor quartz
mining but also for placer mining. | have descrilikd placer
miners truly as the farmers of the north. What wée fgom all
these family businesses is a tremendous amourtbsfand a
lot of people paying income taxes. That is wherebemrefit. It
is not just the direct people who are placer minimg it is the
fuel businesses, it is the grocery stores, it ésekpediters, it is
the planes and helicopters, tire businesses, lunsbeps,
vehicles, wholesale and retail—all of that includéthese
companies that come here and work employ all thesgle, so
they are also reinvesting in our community. We deatamples
of the Yukon Gold Mining Alliance in terms of theupport in
Ross River. It's in the sports; it's supporting asgbnsoring
hockey teams. It's in arts; it's in music; it's gulture. They
become a part of the fabric of who we are today.

The last thing | want to say about royalties is, ymow,
my disappointment that the New Democratic Partysdde
acknowledge the people of Selkirk First Nation askahers,
because they have benefited in the last two years
approximately $10 million in direct royalties orethategory A
lands. So to say that Yukoners aren’t benefitirgnfrroyalties
— I'm disappointed that they're not actually loogimt and
agreeing that the people of the Selkirk First Natare not
actually members of the Yukon and the direct bénledire is to
that community.

Now, the next thing | wanted to mention — becausia|
write it down as you guys were talking — was larabdxd
treatment. The leader said, “token nod” to talkitog First
Nation leadership. You know — absent,
consultation — not simply a phone call. Well, | ¢athe issue
of addiction very seriously. | think | have spokenthe fact
that my business in Yukon for 20 years of workirayvdtown

dealt with a lot of these people and | understahd t

consequences of addiction. We've talked about it.

We've talked about the financial impact on heatth,so-
cial services, on justice. We talked about the ichpan the
RCMP, emergency rooms, and our jails. We talkedutize

p  Mr. Tredger:

meaningful

occurrence of FASD. We've talked about women'’s efale,

and we talked about kids without parents, esséptiaécause
of addictions. We said that we want to get thidtigVe under-
stand we need to fix the detox program, and themeed to
provide more care after that. One of those waythisugh

land-based treatment. This is something that wascaded for
by our former colleague, Minister Edzerza, anddmething

that we're committed to looking forward on. Thig'isa nod or

a token call; this is trying to put together sonmgghthat could
truly be bigger than Yukon, and that everybody ddue a part
of. I've made those calls. I've talked to them, epicfor two so
far. There are only two that, unfortunately, | havdeen able
to talk to. But the support has been overwhelmindgerms of

moving forward with working together and havingstlais part
of the Yukon Forum — to be able to see what outt sésps
would be to create an opportunity, to build sonmehof sig-

nificance that perhaps could be utilized, not obiy Yukon

people, but also Canadians from all other pariSarfada to be
able to come to a program that would be very uni@e be-
cause | saw you look at the clock, and | look a time, |

guess | will move that — I will just sit down.

Speaker:  Are you prepared for the question?
Some Hon. Members:  Division.

Division
Speaker:  Division has been called.
Bells

Speaker:  Mr. Clerk, please poll the House.
Hon. Mr. Pasloski: Agree.
Hon. Mr. Cathers: Agree.
Hon. Ms. Taylor: Agree.
Hon. Mr. Graham: Agree.
Hon. Mr. Kent: Agree.
Hon. Mr. Nixon: Agree.
Ms. McLeod: Agree.
Hon. Mr. Istchenko: Agree.
Hon. Mr. Dixon: Agree.
Mr. Hassard: Agree.
Ms. Hanson: Disagree.
Disagree.
Disagree.
Disagree.
Disagree.
Disagree.
Disagree.
Disagree.
Mr. Speaker, the results are 10 yea, eight nay.
The yeas have it. | declare the motion

Ms. Moorcroft:
Ms. White:
Ms. Stick:
Mr. Barr:
Mr. Elias:
Mr. Silver:
Clerk:
Speaker:
carried.

Motion for second reading of Bill No. 6 agreed to

Speaker: As the hour is past 5:30, this House stands
adjourned until 1:00 p.m. tomorrow.

The House adjourned at 5:31 p.m.
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