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Yukon Legislative Assembly
Whitehorse, Yukon
Wednesday, March 21, 2012 — 1:00 p.m.

Speaker:
proceed at this time with prayers.

Prayers

DAILY ROUTINE

Speaker:
Paper.
Tributes.

TRIBUTES

In recognition of International Day for the Elimina
of Racial Discrimination

Hon. Mr. Nixon:
tional Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimitien. On
this day we remember the Sharpeville massacre, \6Bgreo-
ple peacefully demonstrating against apartheid vkidled by
South African police. Since then, we have builirgernational
framework for fighting racism guided by thaternational
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Rdcizis-
crimination

tion

Last month, Canada appeared before this conveastion’

United Nations committee when they reviewed Carmd4"

I will now call the House to order. We will

We will proceed at this time with the Order

| rise today to recognize the Interna-

increasing diversity of Yukon people. In the la8tykars, 826
people have come to settle in Yukon from other tibes with
Poland, Germany, and China topping the list. Wevipleofund-
ing to the Multicultural Centre of the Yukon whiclelivers a

variety of programs for immigrants, including sgfétaining

and integration services such as the ready-to-vpmdgram.

The Multicultural Centre works extensively with Yark em-

ployers to aid them in providing an accommodatiraykaplace
and to provide employee schedules that enable tbeattend

the centre.

The Multicultural Centre also works with all leveis gov-
ernment and education on many different initiatiassa key
stakeholder essential to ensuring access and reambarriers.
The first article of théJniversal Declaration of Human Rights
affirms that all human beings are born free andakoudignity
and rights. The International Day for the Elimioatiof Racial
Discrimination reminds us of our collective respbilgy for
promoting and protecting this ideal. | encourageredmbers of
the public to attend the program, remembering thierna-
tional day that is sponsored by the Yukon HumanhRig
Commission and the Yukon College diversity projdctakes
place at the Old Fire Hall on Wednesday, March t2tiay,
from 4:30 to 6:30.

Thank you.

Ms. Moorcroft: On behalf of the Official Opposition
| rise to pay tribute to the International Day the Elimination

and 20" report on how we are implementing the provisiofis o of Racial Discrimination. As legislators, each af has a duty

the convention. For the members’ information, theport is
published on the United Nations website, the Conemibn the
Elimination of Racial Discrimination.

In introducing the report, the head of the Canadielega-
tion, Catrina Tapley, affirmed that we take oump@ssibilities
under the convention with the utmost seriousnefidexels of
government, civil society and stakeholders playiraportant
role in combating racial discrimination. Canadavslving and
the government recognizes the need to create gtmokd in
which all citizens, regardless of ethnicity, carogper and
benefit. The Yukon contribution to the report notedr labour
market programming; our aboriginal languages anituici
education; how we are addressing violence agalatiginal
women; how we are increasing the representatiabofiginal
people in the public service; how we are develogrfgreign
gualification recognition strategy, and the numioércom-
plaints on the grounds of race — three in the thste years

to uphold the law, including the body of internatd law es-
tablished by the General Assembly of the Uniteddvst Can-
ada has signed on to théniversal Declaration of Human
Rightsthat affirms all human beings are born free andabn
dignity and rights.

Secretary General Ban Ki-moon'’s statement this gals
“on all people to join the United Nations in ouivdr to elimi-
nate racism. We must individually and collectivebamp out
racism, stigma and prejudice.”

This Assembly stands on the traditional territoffytioe
Ta'an Kwach’an Council and Kwanlin Dun First Natiofe'an
Kwéch'an Council and Kwanlin Dun First Nation, atpwith
24 community groups, have demonstrated leadershiglioi-
nating racism by advocating that Whitehorse joim @anadian
Coalition of Municipalities against Racism and Disgnation.
The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Grdt Or-
ganization, UNESCO, launched the Coalition of Githgainst

which have been dealt with by the Yukon Human Right Racism and Discrimination initiative in 2004 anddtly, these

Commission.

Racial discrimination is one of the prohibited gnds for
discrimination in our YukorHuman Rights ActWe are pres-
ently engaged in a review of that act and phaszdmmended
improvements that have already come into effect. Waee
published a report of the all-party committee ort fieof phase
2 of the review and will be assessing plans foriting@ementa-
tion of the recommendations in the near future.

We have human rights laws and other laws to preaedt
deal with our discrimination against immigrants tuet all need
to show them our support. Here in Yukon, we celebtae

groups first approached the City of Whitehorse $& #or its
support of the Coalition of Cities against Racismd ®iscrimi-
nation since 2006.

| am very pleased to recognize the City of Whitsleor
which later today, on the International Day for &#énination
of Racial Discrimination, will be signing on to jothe Coali-
tion of Municipalities against Racism and Discrirtiion. |
look forward to seeing the minister and other memtz the
Old Fire Hall later today for that event.

The Canadian Coalition of Municipalities Againstdian
and Discrimination aims to help broaden and stieggtour
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society’s ability to protect and promote human tigthrough
coordination and shared responsibility among logavern-
ments, civil society organizations, and other demic institu-
tions.

By taking action to combat racism and multiple ferof
discrimination, municipalities are able to buildspectful, in-
clusive and safe societies where everyone has aa egpor-
tunity to participate in the economic, social, atét, recrea-
tional and political life of the community.

Still today, although we stand to pay tribute to belief
that equal opportunity and treatment should existafl people
regardless of race, colour, national or ethniciorigre need to
be reminded of what we can do to eliminate racigmfortu-
nately, the ideal of equal treatment has proveficdlf to
achieve. We do have a way to go to achieve equiditall
members of society.

Racial discrimination goes hand in hand with poyeun-
employment, poor health, addictions and suicidees€hcondi-
tions are often beyond the control of the persogroup being
discriminated against. They are debilitating ansrufitive to
the general society.

Mr. Speaker, improving housing availability and isbc
supports to people facing discrimination is a péthe solution
to ending racism.

A troubling example of racism is the over-repreatiah
of aboriginal people in our correctional systenthkterritori-
ally and nationally.

The residential school system in Canada damageergen
tions of aboriginal children and their families lbgmoving
children from their homes and communities, tellthgm their
culture was pagan and unclean and subjecting themist
crimination and, in many cases, physical and sesimise.
This, too, was institutional racism.

Every resident of Yukon has the right to realize &i her
potential and live at all times in conditions ofjdity, respect
and peace. On the International Day for the Elinigmaof Ra-
cial Discrimination, | would like to pay tribute &l the people
who work in the field of advocating for human rightiphold-
ing human rights and who remind us of our respalityitio-
ward our fellow human beings.

| am pleased to acknowledge that we have in thkergal
today some of the staff from the Yukon Human Rightsn-
mission, including Lillian Nakamura Maguire, whoasmem-
ber of the Coalition of Community Groups AgainstcRan,
which has appeared before the City of Whitehord@chvhas
now agreed to sign on to the International Coalitod Cities
Against Racism and Discrimination.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Silver: | rise today on behalf of the Liberal cau-
cus to pay tribute to the International Day for l@nination
of Racial Discrimination. The International Day fitve Elimi-
nation of Racial Discrimination is observed anngalh March
21 as the world commemorates the anniversary of18&0
Sharpeville massacre. On that day in 1960, polmened fire
and killed 69 people at a peaceful demonstratiastegting
racially discriminatory laws. The United Nationgsfi pro-

claimed this day in 1966 and called on the inteomal com-
munity to support efforts in eliminating all forneé racial dis-
crimination.

Canada was one of the first countries in the wtrldup-
port the UN declaration, thereby making a commitirterde-
velop and promote universal respect for human sigimd fun-
damental freedoms for all through tizanadian Charter of
Rights and Freedoms

The first article of theUniversal Declaration of Human
Rightsaffirmed that all human beings are born free aquaé
in dignity and rights. Discrimination between huntzgings of
race, colour, or ethnic origins is an offence tanan dignity
and the principles of the charter of human rights.

The world has come a long way since the Sharpevilis-
sacre, but the struggle to end racism is far fraerolt is un-
fortunate that in today’s world, in many regionsg tmany in-
dividuals, communities and societies are still stiffg from the
injustices and stigma that racism brings.

Racism and racial discrimination is a set of belittfat as-
serts the superiority and power that abuses omddisdages
others on the basis of colour of skin or raciattimic heritage.
Today our society still has to struggle againstalabatred,
discrimination and intolerance. Racism and disaration are
rooted in the fear of what is different. The timeshcome for
society to truly understand that through our ddferes there is
potential for mutual enrichment. Diversity shoulel theated as
a gift, not as a threat.

International Day for the Elimination of Racial Disni-
nation reminds us of our collective responsibility continue
our efforts in the fight against racial discrimiiat wherever
and whenever it happens. We must reaffirm our camenit to
the prevention and eradication of racism and radisdrimina-
tion. I urge all Yukoners to take responsibility faur freedoms
and take a stand against racial discriminationhEawd every
day, by our individual actions, let us do our p@artpromote
equality, justice and dignity for all people andphéring an
end to racism and discrimination in our society.

I, too, look forward to meeting up with the othet Ak to-
day at the OlId Fire Hall.

In recognition of National Nutrition Month

Hon. Mr. Graham: Mr. Speaker, | rise on behalf of
all members in the House today to acknowledge Meatch is
National Nutrition Month in Canada. Each Marchtidians in
Canada join together to promote smart and healthgd f
choices. This year the theme is, “Get the real dealyour
meal.”

The campaign focuses on 39 common nutritional myths
and provides research-based responses to each Tingltam-
paign is being promoted in local newspapers, oualtHeand
Social Services website, Facebook and Twitter.

Nutrition Month is an opportunity to educate ouvesl on
how to choose healthier foods, how to properly reattition
labels, the importance of eating together as alyaamd much,
much more.

Health and Social Services promotes healthy eating
through initiatives such as “Drop the Pop”, whialceurages
young people, teachers and parents to stop arkldbiout their
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drinks. Other initiatives like th&ood Nutrition = Good Learn-
ing brochure, theMly Amazing Little Cookboo&knd Take Back
the Dinner Hourencourage healthy eating for families as well.

The department has a community dietitian on st e
available to give presentations on healthy eatingi¢mbers of
the communities, such as non-profit organizationstadent
groups.

Speaker:
documents?

Are there any reports of committees?

Are there any petitions?

Are there any bills to be introduced?

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS

Thank you. Are there any other returns or

In 2010 the Yukon Nutrition Framework was completed Bill No. 37: Introduction and First Reading

This long-term plan expands nutrition services dguking on
healthy eating, food security, chronic health ctinds and
special populations. The Yukon’s nutritional nediféer from
the rest of Canada because of its population amdrgphy.
The Yukon Nutrition Framework concentrates on Yukon
specific challenges and initiatives. The Governnan¥ukon

is committed to supporting proper nutrition and Itigaeating
habits as fundamental to the health of our comrgunit

Thank you.

Speaker:  Are there any further tributes?
Introduction of visitors.

INTRODUCTION OF VISITORS

Hon. Mr. Dixon: With us today in the gallery we
have a number of representatives from Air North \ah® here
to take in some of the discussion around Motion &f.stand-
ing in the name of the Member for Watson Lake. Tidiks are
going to be coming and going as the day goes o]l dist
them all, but | think we have some of them withtaday so
far: Deb Ryan, the manager of communications, sabesmar-
keting development; Joe Muff, director of commerdiaht
operations and charters; Karen Pearson, managdéumin
resources; Nigel Cripps, director of airports; Takalchuk,
director of maintenance. Throughout the day, w¢ aldo have
representatives from the Vuntut Gwitchin LimitedrtiRarship,
including: Ron Daub the executive director; Paulifeost-
Hanberg, director; Maxine Netro-Fehr, executive istast;
Brenda Bingham, the property manager; as well asSlwar-
ling, president and CEO; Bill Lamerton, vice-presitl of
commercial development; Greg Charlie, board ofadies for
Vuntut Gwitchin; as well as Sharon Miller, managérsales;
and Christopher Griffiths will be joining us todayo | would
ask members to please welcome these folks to tleryga

Applause

Speaker:
bling?

TABLING RETURNS AND DOCUMENTS

Hon. Mr. Kent: Pursuant to section 5(h) of tkelu-
cation Act | would like to table the annual report of thekén
Department of Education. This Department of Edocatn-
nual report reports on the state of education @ iakon for
the 2010-11 school year.

Further, Mr. Speaker, | would also like to table ¥ukon
College Annual Report 2010-Hind attached to this document
is the independent audit conducted by the Auditenésal’'s
office.

Are there any returns or documents for ta-

Hon. Mr. Nixon: | move that Bill No. 37, entitledct
to Amend the Territorial Court Acthe now introduced and
read a first time.

Speaker: It has been moved by the Minister of Justice
that Bill No. 37, entitledAct to Amend the Territorial Court
Act, be now introduced and read a first time.

Motion for introduction and first reading of Bill &N 37
agreed to

Speaker:  Are there any further bills for introduction?
Are there any notices of motion?

NOTICES OF MOTION

Mr. Elias: | rise to give notice of the following mo-
tion:

THAT this House urges the Minister of Highways and
Public Works to work with the community of Old Crpthe
Vuntut Gwitchin government, the Vuntut Gwitchin Lited
Partnership, and the private sector and industhyitd a win-
ter road from the Dempster Highway to Old Crow @12 that
is capable of accommodating light truck traffic.

Ms. McLeod: I give notice of the following motion:

THAT this House urges the Yukon government to con-
tinue to implement th&nergy Strategy for Yukdon promote a
sustainable and secure energy future.

Ms. White:
tion:

That this House urges the Yukon government to donsu
with youth organizations, Skookum Jim Friendshipnite
Many Rivers Counselling and Support Services, ainst Na-
tion governments to determine the need, locatiah @rgoing
funding for a youth shelter in Whitehorse, recogrgzthat
requirements for youth are different from the gah@opula-
tion, and to develop a plan to open a youth shégeBeptem-
ber 2012.

| rise to give notice of the following mo-

Mr. Silver:
tion:

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon to re
spond to local not-for-profit and private indusimyerests in the
remediation of the John Korbo Apartments buildintgg sn
Dawson City so that the location may be used foew afford-
able housing project.

| rise to give notice of the following mo-

Speaker:  Are there any further motions?
Is there a statement by a minister?
This brings us to Question Period.
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Before we start, though, I'd like to remind all threembers
that you have limited time for questions and answeltease do
your best to stay in there. | don’t want to havestmt you
down.

QUESTION PERIOD

Question re: Affordable housing

Ms. White:
former Yukon Party Cabinet minister, denounced gusern-
ment’s mismanagement of land. Twenty industrias iot Gug-
gieville received no bids due to the high prices Isg the
Yukon government. The mayor said, and | quote: ‘he’s
wanting to pay that kind of price. It's far eastergo out and
stake your mining claim and acquire land that wamd that's
exactly what it's going to encourage.”

Does the minister responsible for both lands anderai
development support this concept — that Yukonermoélest
means stake claims in order to find an affordatdeeto live?

Hon. Ms. Taylor:
site, this government is indeed very much committechaking
available affordable and available land developntiemtughout
the territory. The City of Dawson is one of thosemenunities
that we are working with.

With respect to the lots that the Mayor of the GifyDaw-
son was referring to yesterday, | am pleased tortepat the
prices of those lots are indeed based on recoviedewelop-
ment costs. In fact, those costs include consafiagplanning,
design, regulatory approvals, earthworks, overlibesk-phase
power installation, installation of phone linesyadé surveying,
and it also includes a number of road improvement8ST
application — to occur later on this summer. Ofrseu it also
includes many more developments that go into lagnaklkbp-
ment sales such as this.

We are pleased to make available a number of ndusin
trial lots in the City of Dawson and we continuework with
them on residential lots, as well.

Ms. White:
one bid due to the high prices, the mayor says ttieat were
priced at 10 times their real value. | can undexstdoat there
are other options in there.

There are other examples of high prices leadinfguoor
no bids, like the lots in Grizzly Valley and the io Copperbelt
South. Imagine if the same situation plays out wth massive
number of Whistle Bend lots. What will we do thét@w does
this government claim to be addressing the housiisis when
it has priced land so high that no Yukoners on rebid&omes
can make a bid?

Hon. Ms. Taylor:
to land development, it is complex. It does celyaientail
much time and a number of costs. As | just triedrt@ulate in
my former response, infrastructure required for aeyw subdi-
vision includes many various pieces of infrastruetuncluding
water storage, supply distribution, waste-wateteation, dis-
posal, asphalt roads, concrete curbs, sidewalkstanoh-water
drainage. The list goes on.

We are very much committed to making land availdbie
Yukoners, and that is why we did include $35 milliworth of

Mr. Speaker, again, when it comes

expenditures for land development to occur throughthe
territory, all of which will culminate in over 30@sidential lots
being made available by the end of 2013. Rest adsuhe
government is working collaboratively with all thespective
departments, in collaboration with our municipaitpers to do
just that.

Ms. White: Mr. Speaker, | would like to thank the

Yesterday the mayor of Dawson City, and Minister for her answers.

The housing crisis is a complex problem and weireca
comprehensive strategy to address it. The publasait see a
comprehensive housing strategy; they see a governthat
lacks vision and keeps referring to their “platfériihey see
$13 million in affordable housing funding from Calaaas it
sits in the Yukon government’s bank account. Thesy & cut of
$9 million in the housing budget. They see disnisssaf
NGOs, like the Northern City Supportive Housing @am,
that put forward a great proposal to help the harbeuse.
They see no changes in policy to reasonably piieed so that

Well, again, for the member oppo- Yukoners can afford them.

When will the Yukon public see a comprehensivetsgy
with real solutions to the housing crisis, and just be given
the Yukon Party’s election platform?

Hon. Mr. Kent:
question, | did mention in the House yesterday thatprevi-
ous Yukon Party government did substantial workr dlre past
two years creating new housing units on the st — 127
new housing units were constructed; 350 housingsunere
upgraded; so now there is a total of 663 affordablgal hous-
ing units throughout the Yukon to provide indeparidéring
housing for low-income Yukoners. Of course, we @rgently
in this sitting debating the 2012-13 budget thatudes almost
$35 million for land development.

We have signed a letter of understanding with Kimanl
Dun First Nation. Whistle Bend, phase 1, is scheddor this
fall. Funding for the City of Whitehorse to begitapning for
future land development after Whistle Bend — ouwanpivas

So with those 20 lots in Dawson. and not€ontained in our platform, just as the housing plor the two

opposition parties were contained in their platfer®n Octo-
ber 11, Yukoners did elect a majority Yukon Parbyernment,
and we intend to follow through on the commitmeintshat
platform and provide housing for Yukoners.

Questionre:  Keno City mine development

Mr. Tredger: The residents of Keno have tried, with
some success, to diversify their economy into shimgtsus-
tainable — in this case, tourism. However, thatpatthreat-
ened. To see the impact of the haul roads, thénicrgsnill, the
location of the new blasting and mining — all witha thou-
sand metres from their homes — not to mention #ry veal
concerns over air and water quality, brings honeeplight of
this community. This development is undermining trealth
and vibrancy of the community. Mining is important the
region, but the residents of Mayo feel abandonedhleygov-
ernment. They are frustrated.

Will the minister commit to meeting with Alexco Re-
sources and the residents of Keno to resolve théstanding
concerns?

In response to the member opposite’s
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Hon. Mr. Cathers: Again, | would point out to the
member that government has worked in keeping w#hre-
sponsibilities. Some of what the member is refegrtim is that
there have been, for a very long time, certaintsighith min-
ing claims in that area that formerly were heldUnjited Keno
Hill Mines Ltd. They were transferred to Alexco Rasces by
a decision of the courts in the receivership precédexco, as
they proceed with development on those areas, gauitrough
the Yukon Environmental and Socio-Economic Assessme
Board process. They do that. There is opportumitycbmmu-
nity input and for decisions to be made on the<asiall fac-
tors.

Mr. Tredger:
ble mining; residents of Keno want responsible nanithe
NDP wants responsible mining. Keno has seen a #fkepe
drop in tourism activity over the last year. Thetbric Silver
Trail from Mayo to Keno has become a dangerous stril
road. Locals feel they are taking their lives ieitthands, and
tourists are avoiding it.

Tourism can flourish in Keno, and the Yukon goveemin
has a responsibility to promote economic diveratfan and
balance. A community is being sacrificed for shatdér divi-
dends.

Will the minister tell this House how the situationKeno
is in any way an example of responsible mineraktyment?

Hon. Mr. Cathers: | am pleased to have that oppor-
tunity. What the member is failing to recognizehat, in fact,
Alexco took on a unique role as part of the coudcpss that
occurred and then took control of the assets. Tdreydoing
ongoing cleanup work there in the unusual situatbrloing
cleanup remediation that had been sitting therehaddbeen an
existing environmental liability and potential ris& the com-
munity. That company is actually taking action kean that up,
in accordance with what has flowed out of the coacdeiver-
ship process. So they are taking action to redwssthh and
safety risks to the people of Keno that previoesdisted.

Mr. Tredger: Alexco is indeed doing the cleanup;
they have also been doing the mining and a subgidiaheirs
is doing the monitoring for our government. Theideats in
Keno are actively talking about packing up and ilegvWhat
is happening here? These Yukoners have createthmugnity
based on more than just mining, and they are loiagcom-
munity and their livelihood. These are families wimay be
forced to sell at a loss — to lose everything thaye worked
for over the last 20 years, just to meet the stert goals of a
major, multinational corporation with head offid@stside.

The concerns we are hearing is that Keno is thargan
the coal mine, and the precedents set there caulckjbeated
throughout this territory. Mr. Speaker, through youthe min-
ister: is the situation in Keno an example of batathat the
Yukon Party government wants for the Yukon?

Hon. Mr. Cathers: | think the member should be cau-
tious in the approach that he takes. | appreciateriflecting
the concerns of his constituents, but | think inrfass to the
company, he should be careful on some of the vgebtlhat he
directs toward that company. They have a reputamnvell,
and when the member makes comments about themddmay

Mr. Speaker, Yukoners want responsi-

have the opportunity to defend themselves on ther fof this
House.

What this government has done and will continuddds
fulfill our role as a regulator; hold the compamgponsible for
doing what it is required to do and should do urtierquartz
mining licence; fulfill our role as a regulator providing the
appropriate monitoring and enforcement of the sitna

In the situation the member talked about, I'd garether
example of what we’re doing. We have half a millawilars in
this year's budget for work on the Silver Trail datihe Depart-
ment of Tourism and Culture, under the MinisterTaurism
and Culture, have put investments in the past éonpte Keno
as a tourism destination.

So again, this government has and will continusugeport
the desire of residents of the Keno area to pronbateism
businesses as well. We want to see a balanced metdout
again, | would encourage the member to be carefdibe bal-
anced in his comments. We all expect — and shoxpea —
the company to behave responsibly. | believe I'mh afutime,
Mr. Speaker. Thank you.

Question re:

Mr. Elias:
ble for the Public Service Commission told this Beuand |
quote: “...until that select committee does its homewand
completes that work, we won't be able to proceetth wihistle-
blower legislation.”

Whistle-blower protection legislation

Well, Mr. Speaker, that homework has been completed

The select committee put forward recommendationghto
Yukon Party government almost a year ago for reviewhe
form of a minority report on whistle-blower legistan. Rather
than providing feedback, the government wants tmfa new
committee and start all over again. There is nareeanother
select committee on whistle-blower legislation. st need
the government to show some leadership. This govent
could call the last committee’s recommendationsdielate in
the House and offer amendments, if necessary.

So | will ask the minister responsible this questiwhen
can we expect a debate to happen in this Houseangibvern-
ment-sponsored whistle-blower legislation bill dre tfloor of
this House?

Hon. Ms. Taylor: Mr. Speaker, first of all | would
just like to point out that, again for the publecord, the Gov-
ernment of Yukon is committed to developing whidtlewer
protection, and we have extended an invitationlitonembers
of the Legislature. We have received confirmation thank
you to members of the Official Opposition. Unforatiely the
only ones who seem to be holding out at this stagke game
are the members of the Liberal Party who refusadially
participate in the Select Committee on Whistle-t@owrotec-
tion.

The minority report the member opposite referred—+o
when that was tabled in the Legislature on not omlg but two
occasions, it was actually a breach of the Stan@ndgrs. It
was a breach because it's a report of the Offi@pposition
and the Third Party, not of all three parties. Tlatk remains
incomplete. We do remain committed to whistle-blowmtec-

On March 28, 2011, the minister responsi-
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tion. We just hope that the members of the ThirdyPwaill
recognize that.

Mr. Elias:
I’'m not going to validate this Yukon Party stalcta by ap-
pointing a member of our caucus to a select coramitthere
90 percent of work is already complete. Basicdhg, minister
should give me a break, because with a minorityortepn
whistle-blower legislation, | tabled thBisclosure Protection
Act twice on the floor of this House. They've got ldom-
mendations from a select committee that alreadyitdigjood
work. It spoke to the public already, so, the nians words
are ringing a bit empty with me.

How long does this Yukon Party government neecti |
at this legislation? They've had a majority goveemnfor over
10 years. They just put forward another territocialirt act this
morning, and we didn’t need a select committeetiiat. Isn’t
that odd? So when can we expect a piece of leigislatith
regard to whistle-blower legislation debated onfther of this
House? It's a simple question.

Hon. Ms. Taylor:
soon as all of the respective members in the Latgisd decide
to get down and roll up their sleeves and do thedgwork in
coming up with effective and timely whistle-blowgotection.
To the credit of the NDP, we have heard from th&ve've
received confirmation of their participation on tbelect com-
mittee. We have also received confirmation from sigde of
the Legislature. All that we are waiting for are tmembers of
the Third Party.

Now the bill — the actual private member’s bill thhe
member opposite made reference to — was actuedlyically,
identical to the bill that was also tabled by thember’s prede-
cessor, the former Member for Porter Creek Sowth,seem to
recall.

It was a bill that at that time their own membeervec-
ognized and referred to how it may or may not betlvdoing
something about. So perhaps the member decidesttfop
ward that bill for tabling for discussion, perhapst member
would like to take that out for discussion and puicbnsulta-
tion, or better yet, join in the select committew ayjet at the
whistle-blower protection.

Mr. Elias:
in the select committee. We are not validating@ess that is
the equivalent of a stall tactic. This is a prontisat the Yukon
Party government continues to make and continudsre¢ak.
They always talk about their platform, their platfg their plat-
form. Whistle-blower legislation was in the 2002kon Party
platform, 2006 Yukon Party platform, and the 201lik¥n
Party platform. They have had majority governmesatsh and
every time and they refuse to fulfill their prongseithin their
own platform. The Public Service Commission ministays
they are committed to whistle-blower legislatiorddn’t think
so. The Yukon Party governments have been usirptexs’
dollars to make people think that they are makimggpess
when they are actually having no intention of costiply this
project at all. It is time for the minister to ralp their sleeves
and get to work.

As | said in the fall sitting, Mr. Speaker,

Well, I guess | go on to respond: as

Our caucus is not going to be participating

We won't support this bad behaviour, so when carsee
legislation on the floor of this House?

Hon. Ms. Taylor: Ironically, it was also in the 2000
Liberal election platform. Unfortunately, the Lilaérgovern-
ment chose to do nothing with that election comraiitnas
well.

It is this side of the Legislature, in additiontbe members
of the New Democratic caucus, who are committedeteelop-
ing effective and timely whistle-blower protectiolve are
committed to doing that work. We look forward tace&/ing
confirmation from the Third Party and we certaihigpe that
they will reconsider their position and put forwabeir partici-
pation on this respective committee. In the meamtimjust
want to also reiterate that there are a numbereaig of public
sector legislation, policies and a number of elemdmrough-
out the collective agreements that also providarsty of dis-
pute resolution mechanisms available to our empg®ya the
meantime.

Questionre:  Qil-fired appliance safety

Ms. Moorcroft: | was reading a news release this
morning about the formation of a committee to adslrprob-
lems with oil-fired appliances. In the release, ember of the
committee was quoted as saying, “We are findingbleros
ranging from owner-installed furnaces, to poor ormainte-
nance on the furnaces. We are working togetherdate and
apply solutions to keep Yukon homes safe and warm.”

That press release was from 2008. It trumpetedctba-
tion of the Oil Fired Appliances Advisory Committegan the
minister explain this committee’s role in actionsdertaken
since 2008 to increase public safety?

Hon. Mr. Kent: Referencing another press release
that went out this morning, |, as minister respblasifor the
Yukon Housing Corporation, in partnership with tkiénister
of Community Services, have tasked a working grimupome
up with an action plan. We are very interested ovimg for-
ward. There was some good work done on the recomanen
tions that were put forward by the advisory comestbn pub-
lic education and training, as well as a regulatignge that
assisted with new builds and the installation &fficdd appli-
ances.

What we have tasked this working group with, whish
chaired by the same gentleman who chaired the @gviom-
mittee, is to come up with an action plan and @glthat action
plan to the Yukon Housing Corporation and the Yukmv-
ernment so that we can have a made-in-Yukon solutiat
works not only in downtown Whitehorse, but alscammuni-
ties such as Old Crow, Mayo, Carmacks and Watsée.La

Ms. Moorcroft: | did read that other press release this
morning, dated today, March 21, 2012, which st#tesgov-
ernment has announced the formation of a workiraugrto
address the status of oil-fired appliance andariktsafety in
Yukon. The minister has just said that the Yukonegoment
is committed to improving safety as it pertainsinstallation
and maintenance of oil-fired appliances and tamk¥ ukon.
We support this initiative, just as the NDP cauicu2008 sup-
ported the previous committee. What assurance largov-
ernment give us that this new committee is not gusgthash of
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the old and that its formation will lead to reabld improve-
ments for public safety?

Hon. Mr. Kent:
from the advisory committee, as | mentioned, weehdwne a
number of initiatives with respect to those recomdagions —
assisting homeowners in safely heating their hooyeemind-
ing them of the importance of annual furnace maiatee by a
qualified technician. There has been training efflethrough
Yukon College and, as | mentioned, there were imteegula-
tions, including — we amended the building standaetula-
tions in 2010 to clarify that a valid permit is dee to install or
modify a heating device, including a fuel tank amathimney.

So that work has already been accomplished. What
have committed to today is to form this working @pp have
representatives, not only of government department€om-
munity Services, Education — but also communityketa
holders, First Nations and industry. We want to enalare that
the action plan they develop is something that &lenright
here in the Yukon, that has Yukon solutions and wirk for
Yukoners regardless of where they live, whetheibét in
Whitehorse or outside of Whitehorse in rural comities.

We're very much committed to seeing that actiompla-
livered to us by the summer of 2012. The Ministe€ommu-
nity Services and | met yesterday with the chaid ke assured
us that those timelines are something that he elved on.

Ms. Moorcroft:
work done, but unfortunately, that good work did peevent
the deaths of five Yukon people from carbon monexdison-
ing just a few short months ago. Their deaths rbesa wake-
up call for action to prevent further injury andatte Today’s
announcement smacks of an ad hoc response to sengiters.

When will we see results? When will this governmeedal
with the myriad issues of oil furnace safety, iiiateon,
certification, training, inspections, landlord-teha
responsibilities, in a systematic and comprehensiaaner?

Hon. Mr. Kent:
here when speaking to this. Of course, the corbasran ongo-
ing investigation, and we want to make sure thategpect the
independence and the integrity of that investigatidith regard
to the unfortunate circumstances that happened este@nial
Street. TheLandlord and Tenant Act | know that the De-
partment of Community Services is working on havihgt
legislation before the House, perhaps as earhiasfall, and
the working group is the final piece to this puzzs | have
mentioned, we have asked the chair of the workiogig, who
is a journeyman oil burner mechanic, was also trarof the
advisory committee and is a very well-respectedosesfficial
within the Yukon government, to deliver an actidarpto us
by summer of 2012. He has indicated to me and timéshr of
Community Services yesterday in a meeting thatehose-
lines were obtainable, and we expect to see thpartraleliv-
ered to us this summer.

Question re:  Oil-fired appliance safety

Ms. Moorcroft: The NDP Official Opposition has
called upon this government to use its powers auhdh a
public inquiry into the deaths of five Yukon reande that have
been confirmed were from carbon monoxide poisonivg

I think there are three issues at play

believe that these deaths require an active respfsom the
government — a response that is not piecemealviliuget to

With regard to the recommendations the many elements that contributed to this tragedy.

My question is for the Premier. Will he use his posvand
launch a public inquiry?

Hon. Ms. Taylor: First of all, | want to say that the
tragic death of these individuals is a significéwds for our
community. It has affected each and every Yukonesame
way. As the minister responsible for the Yukon HogsCor-
poration has already articulated, we are awaitirggdoroner’s
report on this particular tragedy. As the Premias lalready
articulated on a number of occasions as well, thkovi gov-

wernment will be looking very closely at the outcomred the

findings of this particular investigation. That Wds currently
underway. When we receive the report, and when ave had
an opportunity to review the findings, we will be & much
better position to fully assess the circumstanbas led to the
incident and determine what specific actions maydzpiired
in the various parts of the government.

We are very much committed to finding ways to iny@ro
public safety as related to this incident.

Ms. Moorcroft: As the minister said, everyone in the
Yukon was saddened and shocked by these deathi’sasido
had repercussions around the country. We understendoro-
ner is still weighing whether to stage an inquast] we have

There may have been some goodevery confidence in the coroner’s abilities in thegard. A

coroner’s inquest is not the same as a public gqui coro-
ner’s inquest will only answer the question of hthe people
died, from the narrow perspective that’'s allowea tthief
coroner under th€oroners Act

We believe a public inquiry would get to the bottah
how this tragedy unfolded. A public inquiry woulive Yuk-
oners the opportunity to review the gaps in oupétsion re-
gime, in our training standards, in landlord andatg legisla-
tion, and provide an impetus for change.

Again, will the Premier confirm that he has notsgd the
door on launching a public inquiry?

Hon. Ms. Taylor: We understand the very importance
of this issue to all Yukoners, but it's very essanthat we let
the appropriate authority — that is the coronethis particular
case — conduct and conclude her work out of thpeasfor
the objectivity of that work.

Now, as has already been referenced by the Pramier
number of occasions, there is a review currentlgemway of
the Landlord and Tenant Acwhich this will also fold into in
the next number of months, as we look forward tding a
modernized_andlord and Tenant Act

Likewise, there is also the ongoing work of a wogki
group. That is, in fact, why we have tasked ourcifs from
Yukon Housing Corporation and Community Service$oton
a working group to look at ways to come with a madthe-
Yukon solution that will enhance the safe operatiod instal-
lation of oil-fired appliances and tanks. So thexex tremen-
dous amount of work going on as we speak. Againjook
forward to the outcome of the coroner’s investigatiThat is
one part of this particular incident.
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Ms. Moorcroft:
investigation would not be required if the previoMsikon
Party government had acted sooner on the housiiety dde.
It did not act on the problems that were documeinieskveral
reports, dating back to 2007 — reports that ackedge that
change needed to be made and action taken befere were
any unfortunate incidents. There is an opportunége for this
government to demonstrate leadership and be boldnoim-
portant issue. The minister talks about a madetikevh solu-
tion. There are solutions across Canada. Othesdjiations
have mandatory certification standards for oil-lurmechan-
ics.

Other jurisdictions have standards for installaticeind
maintenance. We need to look at the building s&fetgection
regime and the issue of industry self-regulationll Yie Pre-
mier demonstrate leadership by considering laumchipublic
inquiry so that we can learn as much as we can frosntrag-
edy and take the steps to improve public safetyt'saever
repeated?

Speaker:
elapsed.

Hon. Ms. Taylor:
tion, | want to just reiterate that there have baemumber of
actions undertaken by the respective departmentdvied —
Community Services, the Department of Educationkoru
College, and Yukon Housing Corporation to addressiyrof
the recommendations that were included in thosertepThis
includes training initiatives for oil-burner meclhies) public
education on fire and safety prevention, whichudels carbon
monoxide safety. It also includes implementatiomeiv regu-
lations under th8uilding Standards Ag¢trequiring permits and
inspections for all new installations, as well asdifications to
existing systems.

A number of other steps need to taken as well hatlis
why, in fact, the minister responsible for the HagsCorpora-
tion and | have tasked our respective official€ame up with
the working group comprised of government and itrgusp-
resentatives to oversee further actions when itesoto further-
ing the safety of the operation and installatioroibffired ap-
pliances and tanks.

Speaker:
elapsed.

INTRODUCTION OF VISITORS

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: Mr. Speaker, | would like to an-
nounce that we have a visitor in the House whaaadyt is no
stranger to this Chamber, having served five teimghe
Yukon Legislative Assembly. | would encourage a¥ ool-
leagues to join in welcoming Senator Dan Lang ® @ham-
ber.

Applause

Hon. Mr. Dixon: Mr. Speaker, | forgot to mention
earlier two other folks from Air North, who will bining us
in the gallery right now: Nola Munro, manager agffit atten-
dants and Brooke Romanuik in-flight supervisor Adar North.

Order please. The member's time has

Since the reports first came to frui-

The time for Question Period has now

The fact is that perhaps a coroner's As well, | would like to introduce Hugh Kitchen, wtis the

president of Alcan Air and has joined us in thdegglas well.
Applause

Hon. Mr. Cathers: Mr. Speaker, | would like to ask
all members to join me in welcoming the former @eaf the
Legislative Assembly and former MLA for Riverdaleoith,
Mr. Ted Staffen, who'’s in the gallery today.

Applause

Speaker:
Day.

ORDERS OF THE DAY

We will now proceed with Orders of the

GOVERNMENT PRIVATE MEMBERS’ BUSINESS
GOVERNMENT MOTIONS

Motion No. 84

Clerk: Motion No. 84, standing in the name of Ms.
McLeod.

Speaker: Itis moved by the Member for Watson Lake

THAT this House urges Air Canada and WestJet, insypu
ing their competitive corporate objectives in Yukém ensure
that the ongoing viability of Air North, Yukon’s idine, is not
compromised and to negotiate interline and codeeshgree-
ments with Air North.

Ms. McLeod: | am pleased to rise to speak to this
motion as the MLA for the Watson Lake riding. Agrsice is
something that most large communities take for tgdnbut
imagine if your only choice for air service was igefhour
drive and likely an overnight stay away from yownie, twice.
Imagine what would happen to the economy of Whitebmr
Dawson City if you lost your scheduled air serviceWatson
Lake, we have been without scheduled air serviceyéars.
When | first arrived in Watson Lake, Canadian Aids flew
737 aircraft into Watson Lake daily. At that timaf, course,
Cassiar and Tungsten were both in full operatioife was
good and Watson Lake was thriving.

Life was good and Watson Lake was thriving. Weks€
siar closed, Tungsten closed, and gone was Canadliames.
There were a few attempts at scheduled flights diftat, but
the remaining travelling public couldn't support airline.
Fast-forward — Tungsten is back in operation, Wohemine
is in operation, the Selwyn project is a feasipiind the resi-
dents of the Watson Lake area want scheduled seback.
They want to see their economy diversify and grow.

Air service will give us freight options. Air sepg will
give our outfitters easier handling of their clenAir service
will allow the Yukon government to include Watsoakie as a
destination in their tourism promotions. Air seeviwill help
business to operate with efficiency and, of coupsmple con-
sidering relocating to Watson Lake will be pleasledt there
are more options to get to Whitehorse to connetht Wights
going south.
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Air North was working on a business case to delthait
air service between Watson Lake and Whitehorsey Tiere
the only airline looking to deliver that service,far as | know.
There were discussions going on about having tmesnirans-
port their people with Air North rather than usiolgarter air
service out of Whitehorse and Vancouver, and itlccdave
worked. A Yukon community is already being affectadthis
market war, and it hasn't yet started.

Now we’re seeing a third airline moving into thisal
northern market and, whether it's a seasonal situair year-
round, the result could be the same. Yukon'’s arlidir North,
could end up as collateral damage. Everyone kndwas the
upcoming price war on seat sales will affect Airrtiioto the
largest degree. The motion to encourage the cobperaf the
airlines to ensure that the ongoing viability ofr Alorth is not
compromised, and to negotiate interline and/or cstare
agreements with Air North, is with the best intéresYukon-
ers in mind.

City Music Festival and transports musicians attegdhat
festival. I've been at the airport in Dawson City pick up
those musicians when they arrive. It's great to the@r faces
and the wonder of arriving in our beautiful norkir North
sets the standard for wonderful service, contrdsutio com-
munity and makes a huge contribution to the Yuk@&tsnomy
— and | would be remiss not to mention exceptict@ese-
cake.

The NDP Official Opposition caucus will be voting fa-
vour of this motion. It was a Yukon NDP governmémt in-
troduced the changes to tax credit rules througalldousiness
investment tax credit that helped Yukon busineskks, Air
North, to thrive and prosper. The NDP will alwayars on
encouraging local business to develop and thrive. Wéuld
also encourage this government to review its pagich terms
of government travel and non-emergency medicaletravhe
Yukon government spends lots of money on thesesasa
there may be ways the government can provide masebss

The Minister for Economic Development has spoken nuto Air North. | don’t know how possible this is,vgin limits to

merous times about his department’s offer to asgigt the
negotiations between Air North and WestJet and/orGQan-
ada. Some time ago there was a market war betweehat-
ada and Canadian Airlines — where’s Canadian Agdinow?
If Yukoners want to see the survival and possilgevise ex-
pansion of Air North, they will have to supportwith ticket
sales. | encourage this entire House to rise ipamf Motion
No. 84.

Ms. Stick:
Opposition to state our support for this motionl Af the
members here recognize the exemplary service igtousi-
ness provides to all Yukoners, whether flying Quesio larger
centres or travelling between our communities. d$ lalways
been my personal experience that Air North staffugd above
and beyond in providing compassionate and carimgcgeto
everyone. More than once, over the time of my hodisaill-
ness when he was in hospital in Vancouver, Air Noand in
particular, Sharon Miller, helped in making quigkaangements
that made it possible for family to travel to Vanger and, in
the end, return together.

Regardless of options to me personally, 1 will afwa
choose Air North. | also have family in Ontario whd enjoy
visiting. Being able to make those quick connediam Van-
couver or Calgary without having to retrieve luggagr go
through security again would be preferable. My pgaference
would be a flight from Vancouver to Toronto, if theould be
arranged.

An agreement with WestJet, Air Canada or otheriexarr
would only enhance the Air North services. Air Noig a good
corporate citizen. It employs 200 full-time std#fost are Yuk-
oners, but others are employed in B.C. and AlbekiaNorth
may hire great staff but great staff reflect gresnagement.
Air North should be recognized for the support aodtribu-
tions they make to our organizations and to ourroamities.

All of us have had the privilege of buying or pgrhasell-
ing tickets for raffles, where first prize, mordesf than not, is
a round-trip ticket. Air North is a huge supportdérDawson

preferring local business enshrined in trade agee¢sn like the
internal trade agreement, but | encourage this mowent to
consider this.

Still, we support this motion. We encourage alstpport
it and all listening to fly Air North, Yukon’s airle. Thank you,
Mr. Speaker.

Hon. Mr. Dixon: Thanks to the Member for Watson
Lake for bringing forth the motion and for the soppfrom the

| stand here on behalf of the NDP Official NDP caucus as well. I'd like to briefly, if 1 coulghrovide a

little bit of context to this motion by way of pe#ing some of
the background and context of the entrance of VeestJour
market here in Yukon, as well as a little bit of thistory of Air
North, in terms of their role in our community aodr econ-
omy.

I've had a lot of questions about this motion, adl\as the
overarching situation that’s going on from friendenstituents
and, of course, folks in the business communitystviaf the
questions tend to centre around this concept ofpetition. |
do want to reiterate that, of course, competitisrainormal
function of a healthy economy. It's important titaimpetition
does exist in economies, and indeed it was conmpretirought
forth by Air North in 2002 — in the market with ACanada —
that, in fact, brought down prices to where theg &wday,
which are at a much lower level than we would reitam 10
years ago.

As well, that sort of competition does bring fomproved
service and improved efficiency. | think it is irete competi-
tion that has brought WestJet to Yukon’s markes ffear —
not necessarily competition with Air North, but cpetition
with their national competitor, Air Canada. Air Gala has
been, for better or for worse, recognized by thdefal gov-
ernment as an “essential service,” part of thahdpdiecause
they reach out to a number of regions in Canadanbather
airlines do. So, indeed, | think that WestJet, imsping their
competitiveness with Air Canada, is beginning tacreout to
other markets as well, including Yukon. On the ol scale, |
think WestJet is a pretty good model of a functignairline. It
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has been able to provide real, sustained competitio Air
Canada on the national level. It has driven dowinegrand
increased services across the country. | don'tktliinis that
pursuit of profit, or the pursuit of profit that ists on the
Yukon routes between Whitehorse and gateway citied
brought WestJet north.

| think there are basically two reasons why Westiay be
entering the Yukon market, which is already a v@nall mar-
ket. One of them is not, of course, profit, asitlsaukon cur-
rently has adequate seats for the market. We &tertmughly,
we’re operating at about 70 percent capacity, @araye, on a
yearly basis of seats available. So the profit ikaavailable
between Whitehorse and gateway cities probably the’ driv-
ing factor for WestJet coming north. | think theotweasons for
them coming north are, first of all, to reach ositaamore truly
national airline — to be recognized in that sensethe same
plane as Air Canada. That was an accidental pus.the

The second reason, of course, is to increase thates
that feed their other, more profitable, lines ie gouth. | think
for a lot of these airlines — the two major, lagjdines at least
— the major profit routes for them exist in south€anada
between Vancouver and Toronto, or Vancouver andthah
for example. So the other more regional routes, iik Yukon,
will provide an opportunity to feed those more [edfle
routes. The access to market share, in that sisnsbat’s driv-
ing WestJet — in my opinion at least. So, the daasof
course is what does this mean, then, for Yukon ahdpurse,
the antecedent question, which is, what does tieigmfor Air
North?

First of all, | think there are sort of short- dndg-term ef-
fects of this. In the short term, | know a numbemy friends,
constituents and others have raised to me that tiiak it's
exciting that we have low airfare between Whitekoend
Vancouver for a brief time this summer. That, ofis®, pro-
vides an opportunity for friends and relatives ¢one to Yukon
to visit, for folks to come from the south at aatelely low cost
and come for the tourist activities that the Yukas to offer or
any other business activities that contribute to looal econ-
omy. That’s a positive thing. But in the greatentext of the
long-term health of Yukon’s economy, | think there some
repercussions that could come with this.

What we're seeing, of course, is entry-level picin

over 200 jobs, both indirect and direct, as welhasumber of
jobs in their Vancouver office, which | understasdorth of
60 positions there.

There are obviously those jobs, as well as thereipges.
Our calculations in the Department of Economic Demaent
put the imprint of Air North around 1.5 percent@DP. That's
a very significant number for a single company. Thgjority
of that expenditure goes to the local supplierdtiermost part,
which means it stays in and circulates throughldical econ-
omy. Those are very positive attributes for locdk fwho work
at Air North, as well as local suppliers who flythgoods with
Air North.

What | think was probably the most impactful aspefct
Air North’s operations in Whitehorse is the facathhey've
decided to make Whitehorse a hub of air transportatt’s
exceptionally important because | don'’t think arlyes major
airline would consider doing that. That local habA/hitehorse
provides year-round service and is very importars humber
of our rural communities that are served by Air thpinclud-
ing Old Crow and Dawson City. I'm sure the membkeosn
those ridings will be supportive here.

The decision to locate the transportation hub iritéfiorse
means that the infrastructure that comes with dimaiis local-
ized here in Whitehorse. A number of my colleagéresn
Cabinet and from our caucus and | had a chancisitattve Air
North facilities, | believe a month ago, and werrywim-
pressed with the amount of infrastructure that textn the
ground as a result of having Air North decide toeéha hub in
Whitehorse. It means that all those jobs | refeednearlier get
to rest here in Yukon. Those folk who work with Allorth
own houses in Yukon, they are friends and neighdend, as a
result of having local infrastructure here in Whitese, the
case can be made that's probably one of the mgsifisant
contributions to our economy.

So, the question then, of course, is what doe&tieet of
WestJet entering the market have on Air North? Asid, it
requires a relatively small airline in the contektthe interna-
tional scene to operate at what would seem to lmssa The
threat is that it can’'t be sustained for a longetirharger air-
lines like Air Canada or WestJet can afford to laat tand have
a greater market capacity to do that for a moréagu=d period
of time, whereas a smaller airline like Air Norttowd have to

schemes from WestJet, which can be described asrhyp consider other options. The threat then is thatrth would

competitive, and of course at those sorts of eletvgt prices,
it's arguable that no one really is making a prafif those
routes. So, indeed, when companies are forced ¢vate at
loss in order to be competitive, it's not a goowiadion, espe-
cially for a smaller airline like Air North.

| think there are some long-term repercussionsatithere
that play into this situation. In order to undenstahis a little
bit better, we need to understand the role thatNairth plays
in our local economy and in our communities. Thatsstare
well established; they've been discussed in thisidd¢obefore
and are available on the public record now. | trankumber of
the representatives from Air North have done a gmidin
getting their message out in terms of their foatipim the local
economy, like the significant number of jobs — libee it's

possibly be forced to either reduce their servinesome way
— meaning cutting flights, | guess — or, of courks; off

some employees through job cuts and other sort edsores
like that. That, of course, has a net negative ohma our
economy.

The context of this motion, of course, speaks twoarag-
ing both mainline air carriers to consider workimigh the local
airline here to develop some sort of strategicrigaghip, which
would come in the form of either an interline agneat or a
code share agreement. The reason for that isttivatuld allow
Air North — or quite frankly, any local airline —etmaintain
that local transportation hub in Whitehorse, whiglso impor-
tant to our economy as well as our community.
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| think that the overarching corporate or businasigctive
that a company like WestJet would be seeking tdillfldy
coming to Whitehorse, as | mentioned before, cohkl
achieved through such a partnership. They could getess to
Yukon’s market vis-a-vis Air North, and gain thaorts of
feeder, if you will, to their more profitable soeth routes. As
well, it would allow WestJet, in the instance of it at least,
to really demonstrate a progressive and proactp@aach to
dealing with air travel in the north. Really, in nopinion, it
would speak very highly to their ability to be rgoized at the
national level as a truly national airline.

So, in the sense of this motion, we of course wamon-
vey our support and encouragement to those naténiales to
consider the fact that having a local transpontatfaub in
Whitehorse is so important to Yukon’s community awbn-
omy and that the business objectives fulfilled mming to
Whitehorse could be achieved through an agreeméhtAir
North.

So of course this motion is intended to be — welasted
officials are speaking on behalf of our communitéesd our
community of the Yukon as a whole. So we want teagp
hopefully, with one voice and say to those largainiine air
carriers that both your corporate and businessctipes can be
filled by a strategic partnership with Air Norths avell as the
importance of our local airline to Yukon would hestined.

So I'll leave that there, Mr. Speaker. | know a toemof
other members of this House want to speak to tlugam. So
I'll be brief and end with that. | look forward tting in fa-
vour of this motion and | look forward to the suppof the
other two parties in passing this motion unanimpaugVith
that, I'll turn the floor over. Thank you very much

Mr. Elias:
to recognize and support the motion from the MenfibeYVat-
son Lake. We, too, in the Liberal caucus wholelesthyt en-
dorse this motion and we will be voting in favodiito

There is some relevant information to put on tlo®rflof
the House today in recognition of the motion toelep a stra-
tegic partnership that, if realized, is going todeowell, not
only for the company, but for Yukoners in genetahink it is
very important to take this opportunity to firstdaforemost
recognize the entire company and all its stafftfer profound
service and caring it provides to the citizens of territory
over the decades — so, thank you.

| think that, for the most part, we want to workvard a
win-win situation here in our territory. | thinkah Air Canada
and WestJet will come to the realization very stiat Yukon-
ers are really supportive of their airline — Yukswirline, Air
North. | will reiterate something | said in the liggture the
other day: | believe that the expectations arentterage both
WestJet and Air Canada to expand their presenteeimorth
through interline and/or code share agreements tiviémorth-
ern carrier, so that northern jobs and service®noote north-
ern communities are not threatened, like Dawson @idi
Crow.

Air North, Yukon’s airline, is one of the largestiyate
sector employees in the Yukon, with more than 2Qkon

employees and an annual Yukon payroll of more B@&mil-
lion.

Air North’s employees account for more than 1.5cpat
of the Yukon private sector workforce and more theh per-
cent of Yukon’s gross domestic product. In additiaimost
one in 15 Yukon residents, including the Vuntut €&Win First
Nation, has an equity stake in the airline. It'scaimportant to
note and recognize that the Yukon government shiouhdedi-
ately recognize the importance of the damage thalidcoccur
when — basically I've heard this on the street —blge boys
come to play in our territory. So that's importéamtrecognize.

From an Old Crow standpoint, | believe it was wives
decided to become a partner in Air North; it wasbably
about three or four years after we signed the lalaims
agreement. That agreement and the self-governngee¢ment
were for us to work toward self-sufficiency. Onetbe very
first opportunities that we grasped as a commuaitya strate-
gic investment, was a partnership with Air Northpiovided
an opportunity for our community to be creative ahdw self-
sufficiency, especially to future generations, whieey looked
at some of the first major decisions we made asel& s
governing community. So it's a very proud histohatt we
have in Old Crow.

Ever since | was a very young boy living in Old @rave
used to always basically run down to the airpodrgitime a
plane landed and see who came and just jump oaithkne
and help unload and shake people’s hands. It wad & a
communal effort. That kind of sentiment still exsisin our
community of Old Crow because Air North is all weokv and
it's all we have right now. Over the years, as waveh so
proudly seen during the Olympic torch relay whee fet
landed in Old Crow — those kinds of things and meesoare

It's a pleasure to rise in the Assembly todayfond for our community of Old Crow. I've also god snany

stories that | could tell over the years, espegiafter the Na-
tive Hockey Tournament flight back to Old Crow —dén’t
know if it would be within the decorum of the Houseit any-
ways. I'll just tell a couple of stories here. Theare these
comment cards in the back of the seats on the Aiti\flights
to Old Crow, and once and awhile, | direct themcéstain
staff.

One of them is in the gallery today — Ms. Sharohiéh—
, and | think it has been over 15 years now thatcmyment
has been: can we please leave YXY at noon to YO®@asl|
been “no” for the last 15 years, too.

Anyway, | don’t think there is an individual in therritory
who hasn’'t been touched by Air North over the ye&nsery
single important function Air North has sponsoredhether it
be round-trip tickets or some type of gift certfie for the
people who attend functions — not only in our ter, but in
Alberta, B.C., Northwest Territories, and even itagka. It
brings the north together. So when we have motikaghis on
the floor of the House — again, thank you very mtetthe
Member for Watson Lake for bringing this forwardid good
for us to step back and take a realization aboutt \Wwhmeans to
be a Yukoner.

| think it's important to reiterate on the floor tife House
what my honourable colleague from the Klondike stid
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other day and that is: “Our caucus believes thatthg compe-
tition is good for the territory overall, but we mbwant to see
a battle between two large airlines — WestJet aimndCAnada
— threaten the existence of a smaller local airliike Air
North.

INTRODUCTION OF VISITORS

Hon. Mr. Dixon: I would like to ask the members of
the House to join me in welcoming Joe Sparling, ghesident
and CEO of Air North, as well as Bill Lamerton, thee-
president of commercial development. We mentionteeir t

“Our caucus recognizes the amazing contributions Ainames earlier, but we'd like to welcome them nowthe

North continuously makes to the Yukon. It providep-notch
service, employs hundreds of Yukoners and conglgtenp-
ports community activities and organizations.”

| think having this debate today is undoubtedlyngdio af-
fect the outcome of what we hope is a strategi¢cnpaship
that’s to be developed to ensure the longevity wfMorth in
our territory.

I'm going to quote from the section of an artideatt was
written by the president of Air North, Mr. Joe Spay, and it's
with regard to the federal stakeholders, | thowghs$ important
to put into the debate today. It said: “It's pretfgar that the
north could stand to lose a lot if northern airriems become
collateral damage in a market share war betweemgialine
carriers and there are some federal stakeholdecs skbuld
have an interest in helping to avoid this possgipili

“Three of the key federal stakeholders with anriedein
the north are the Department of Aboriginal Affagnsd North-
ern Development, the Canadian Northern Economiceldgv
ment Agency and Transport Canada.

Aboriginal Affairs and Northern Development Canasla
federal department whose mandate is to ‘supportigibal
people and northerners in their efforts to: (1) iaye social
well-being and economic prosperity; (2) develop |théer,
more sustainable communities; and (3) participateenfully in
Canada’s political, social and economic developntenthe
benefit of all Canadians.’

“CanNor’s objective is to ‘help provide the foutida of
a prosperous economic future for those who liverkwand
support their families in the north.’

House.
Applause

Hon. Mr. Nixon: | rise today in support of this mo-
tion. I want to acknowledge the key role that Aiworhh,
Yukon’s airline, contributes to the Yukon’s sociahd eco-
nomic development. | want to reference the commerytzol-
league, the Minister of Economic Development maklat this
government recognizes the importance that Air Nprtivides
to our communities and our local economy, as welthee im-
portance of maintaining an air transportation higihtrhere in
the Yukon. It is exceptionally important to Yukorésonomy
that our local airline and the infrastructure ibydes not get
caught in the crossfire between these two majdinag. We
have met with Air North officials, and they havalicated that
the most important challenge they face is develpgistrategic
partnership as the member opposite mentioned, siitter of
the two mainline air carriers to allow easier tfans of bag-
gage and passengers at gateway cities.

We have offered Air North any assistance that wepra-
vide to help facilitate such an agreement. It is thovern-
ment’s hope that the Yukon Legislative Assemblyl wilnvey
Yukoners’ support of our local airline and encowadbge two
major Canadian airlines to take a proactive apgrdacdoing
their business in the north.

Uniquely among its competitors, Air Canada and \Mk&st
Air North — Yukon'’s airline — has made Whitehor$e thub
of its business operations. Air North has made iBagmt in-
vestments in both real property construction angoorg op-

“Given the stated mandate of Aboriginal Affairs anderations, including its head office and adminisorat flight

Northern Development Canada and the stated obgediiv
CanNor, both agencies should have a keen interestogniz-
ing and supporting the efforts of northern air ieaisrto provide
northern air transportation locally.”

Again, there are roles and responsibilities outsidieterri-
tory that the president feels are valid to thisadeband that’s
why | brought that to the floor of the House todbshink I'll
end my submission in support of the motion by sgyimat,
again, as Sharon Miller can attest to, | have nevissed my
plane or been a no-show in my entire life — and 8aying
this laughing and with a smile on my face Fansard | com-
mend this motion to the House.

crews, call centre, maintenance shops, kitchen Hogkther
they employ over 200 Yukoners.

Let me just mention their fleet for one minute | agnt to
note the commitment they have made to Yukon witkirth
equipment. Based on information from their websitie,North
has a Boeing 737-500 which seats 122 passengesy.liHve a
Boeing 737-400 which seats 153. They have threénBo&37-
200s which seat 120 passengers each.

They have four Hawkers that they can configure ddpe
ing on how many passengers and how much cargo dhey
flying. Air North, Yukon’s airline, has a sizabléeét with
which they serve the north. The economic impactAaf

| hope to see unanimous consent and to show ouri-una North’s participation in Yukon’s economy is appnawtely 1.5

mous support for an airline that has been nothimgabgood
corporate citizen and has cared about each ang ewerof its
Yukon citizens and wholeheartedly reached all ®fcibrporate
objectives in making this territory a better place.

Applause

percent of the total Yukon gross domestic prodact, as such,
a key contributor to Yukon’'s economy. Air North’mployees
are integral members of the Yukon business andakcom-
munity.

Air North is a great contributor to our communiBuring
the recent Yukon Sourdough Rendezvous, Air Norsha &or-
poration, and the individual employees who so sigdve their
time, were key contributors to the success of tedtbration.
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The economic contribution to Yukon’s gross domeptizduct
of other airlines is modest in comparison. Air Gdaas ap-
proximately 200 times and WestJet is approximatié€ltimes
the size of Air North. They service many other ssuthat may
be used to subsidize their proposed pricing prastior the
northern Yukon route. Neither Air Canada nor Westias
made significant infrastructure investments in thisitory.

They have to carry the costs of both the operatiod
maintenance and pay off the capital investments abuthis
route. I'm so proud of Air North for their ongoirpmmitment
to Yukon.

I'm deeply concerned that the proposed expansiooaef
pacity by national carriers and servicing Yukon amdhe in-
crease in short term capacity at unsustainably fatgs may
harm Air North’s ongoing viability. As others hawaready
indicated, there’s a real concern that regionatiea such as
Air North will be vulnerable in a protracted altation between
WestJet and Air Canada.

The Whitehorse-to-southern destination routes smte
approximately one-half to one percent of the aiffic in Can-
ada. It's not a significant component of either Sianada or
WestJet's business model. It is, however, critioahir North's
success. Air North's entry and ongoing participatio the
marketplace has contributed significantly to lovpeices for
consumers. | have constituents who have shared methust
how much they used to pay for a flight out to Vamger, Cal-
gary or Edmonton years ago. Before Air North cagang
south was a much more expensive proposition.

might really be a part of a larger strategy in tewhtheir com-
petition with Air Canada in trying to establish reofeeder
markets and increase their market share with thieeiindus-
try here in Canada. Our concern is that Air Nomtlukon’s
airline, can be caught in the crossfire of thisllyeayper-
competitive battle that is being waged by these tmajor air-
lines here in Canada. The Government of Yukonspaading
to Air North’s request for assistance by helpindaailitate the
development of a strategic partnership with oneath of these
airlines. We, as a government, are offering oupsupand our
presence and we are encouraging negotiations tloereinter-
line or code share agreements, as have been discuss/ould
also benefit the larger air carriers by allowingrthto access
Air North’'s market share for connecting flights beg our
gateway cities. Ultimately, Canada’s northern ecoyocand
northern air travel would be better served by fosteand fa-
cilitating local airline infrastructure and strateglliances with
larger trans-Canada service providers like Air Nahd West-
Jet.

The debate today is about urging Air Canada andtWes
in pursuing their competitive corporate objectivigst here in
Yukon to ensure that the ongoing viability of Aioith is not
compromised and to negotiate interline and codeeshgree-
ments with Air North.

At the end of the day, one of the unique aspecthisfmo-
tion is that it is encouraging government to suppadustry,
not through grant subsidies or handouts, but sirhglgffering
a supportive presence and facilitating negotiatibesween

Some of my constituents shared with me how mucl thecommercial entities.

appreciate the kindness and friendliness of theNairth staff.
People have spoken to me about how they needed sogh
due to family emergencies like a medical emergemicyhe
death of a loved one. The Air North team did thmst to get
them on the first flight available and treated tHéq gold. Mr.
Speaker, | have heard lots of stories from Yukomdrsut the
great service they receive from Air North. Theylyrare
“Yukon’s airline.”

Our government wants to ensure that affordable dtime
and international air access is fulfilled in theagoterm. We
believe Air North and WestJet should pursue theiparate
objectives in such a manner that the long-termiligtof Air
North, Yukon'’s airline, is not compromised.

Competition is healthy in any business and it'difterent
in the airline business. We believe it brings dw best in peo-
ple and businesses. As it stands, | think Air Naltles a great
job of servicing this market. | would encouragehbgir Can-
ada and WestJet to engage Air North, Yukon’s arliny nego-
tiating interline and code share agreements with Marth.
Additionally, we encourage WestJet and Air Canadapart of
their competitive approach to this market, to cdesiother
options of achieving their corporate goals.

My colleagues, the Premier, and the Minister ofrigroic
Development have also made this point but | wantrtgpha-
size that this is not about competition. | am reheih of the
words of the Premier who stated in this House thiat House
recognizes the tremendous contribution that Airthlonakes to
all of the communities in Yukon. WestJet's announent

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: | rise today with my fellow col-
leagues and fellow House members, to throw suppenind
Yukon’s airline, Air North. Besides the good seeviof Air
North, | didn't know much about Air North. | was cky
enough to get a tour the other day from Joe andstéfé and
was warmed by his warm cookies, which gets me badke
great service again.

It was a really interesting tour. | learned a lbbat Air
North. My portfolio as Minister of Highways and Rigd/Norks
— one of them is airports and whether it's the rr@iance of
the Old Crow Airport or upgrades to the Dawson @itplin
process right now, Highways and Public Works is kiray
with Transport Canada and Air North to allow scHeduair
service to occur in the Mayo aerodrome.

There are just bits of an issue on aerodrome aattmn
permits, which permits an air carrier to establiskcheduled
air service without requiring an aerodrome to betifeed as an
airport. Our department is patiently waiting foramsport Can-
ada to conduct a site inspection of the Mayo aemeér with
staff and with Air North to ensure an appropriaedl of safety
is there so they can do this.

| learned a lot from my tour. | didn't realize thamber of
employees they had, but Air North’s aircraft areimtained
locally. So every time he adds a new aircraft,’shahother 25
employees that he puts in, and that goes into ¢haamy. So,
this airline and other airlines have been lobbyihg depart-
ment for the past couple years to provide watemaqgriority
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basis to facilitate their plans for additional handevelopment.
It's pretty tough to develop anything up at thepait if you
don’t have water and sewer. The adequate fire floses seri-
ous concerns, including inability to develop newrastructure
permits and stuff that goes along with that.

So it was good to see that in January 2000 the Y gjav-
ernment and the City of Whitehorse approved2820 Vision
plan, which is a 20-year development plan for thieitéhorse
airport. One of the long-term goals was to exteratew and
sewer services to the south commercial area, whhices
approximately 30 tenants. Extending this water seser ser-
vice will also provide a secure water supply to Wédland
Fire Management air tanker base and will addresssport
Canada’s concerns with the present above-grounddpip
services to the tanker base. I'm happy to sayHiigitways and
Public Works plans to complete this project over tiext two
years. It's a $7-million project and we’re going be com-
mencing right away.

On a personal note, | can remember — as the Mefober
Vuntut Gwitchin mentioned — | had to be back to kon a
Monday and | landed on a Sunday with another &rlifhere
was a skiff of snow; | don’t think you could haveunted the
snowflakes, but they couldn’t fly. | had to be baokwork on
Monday; that's why | flew with that airline. 1 wasnvery
happy with the lineups in the Vancouver airporthbught,
what do | do about this?

the service and the attention that he got flyinghepe to the
Yukon for the first time with Air North on Monday.

Of course, Air North supports the mining industrjthw
charters as well. | believe Alexco uses Air Nodlcharter into
the Mayo airport to do crew changes and we cetdook to
expand that business and build on what the MinistelEco-
nomic Development said was the Whitehorse hub.

Medical travel — | know a number of Yukoners whada
to travel Outside for treatment use Air North, atid their
preference to use Air North because of the comfants the
convenience that the staff and the planes offénem.

I would like to speak to the contributions Air Norhas
made to local charities here in the Yukon. All memsbknow
of my involvement with the Yukon Hospital Foundatiand |
know the Member for Riverdale South mentioned that
can't buy a raffle ticket in town that doesn’t haaeeturn trip
for two from Air North provided on it, but even aegter con-
tribution than that, which | witnessed first-hamgltheir contri-
bution to the Yukon Hospital Foundation to purchesedical
equipment for Whitehorse General Hospital.

Since the Northwestel Festival of Trees starte@003,
Air North has been there. They've been there spamga tree
every year and | know that routinely their treesagjoaffle for
well over $10,000 and well over 100 percent of rtheilue.
They've been a long-time sponsor of the poinse#tifie at the
Northwestel Festival of Trees. No matter what tagkse at

| remembered someone | grew up with in my communitythe Yukon Hospital Foundation — be it the pro-anif gour-

— her name has been mentioned a few times todayharo8
Miller. | gave her a call and said | need to flyntea She said
everybody came down here on Monday to see the rigolli
Stones concert. She said there will be some pqagtging, so
just show up in the morning and you’ll get on.

| showed up in the morning; | got on, my luggage go
and | got home and was at work by — | don’t knowatvtime.
So, Mr. Speaker, | do rise today with my fellow nimrs of
this House to support Air North wholeheartedly. Tgwvern-
ment definitely looks forward to working with Air dyth in
these endeavours. Like my fellow colleagues saig sapport
is with you, Air North. Thank you very much.

Applause

Hon. Mr. Kent: I want to be brief in my comments,
as | know there are a couple of other members wish 0
speak.

Of course Air North, since they started jet seniit002
to the Yukon from the gateway cities of Calgary,eeton
and Vancouver, have been tremendous supporterstadnty
the tourism industry — | know that Deb Ryan hasrbeery,
very much involved with the Yukon Convention Bureater
the years, but also the mining and resource ingubtspoke
with a gentleman from a junior mining company tlsaactive
in the Yukon. | know that their expenditures witir North are
anticipated to be about $10,000 a month for theiegmgear. |
know that they certainly appreciate the service.

Their new COO was in town as well. He has coméhéo t
Yukon from Turkey and mentioned that he has flowithva
number of carriers all over the world and certaiappreciated

nament that was new — Air North was there. We went—

myself and the head pro from Mountainview Golf Gauat the
time — went up and spoke to Deb and Josh in thedboam

there and they were the first people on board thigt pro-am,
providing support, helping out with flights for tipeos to come
in from all over western Canada, and of course, Bypécuri-

ous’ event that brings chefs together. Air Nortitipgpated —
their head chef, Michael Bock, was always a stroomgributor.

It didn’t really matter what the Hospital Foundatiovas doing.
Air North was there.

Although | don't have the exact numbers, | am dtebr
commitment to the Hospital Foundation has led tadfaising,
probably $150,000 to $200,000, to buy medical emeipt for
Whitehorse General Hospital and contribute to #re @and the
health care of Yukoners.

So they are such a strong corporate citizen ancyslw
have been, whether it's minor hockey or the Ho§pitaunda-
tion and everything in between. | would just likedcommend
Joe, the shareholders and everybody associatedAivitorth
for the strong commitment to Yukon charities thaytve dis-
played over the years. | certainly witnessed #tfirand with
my involvement at the Yukon Hospital Foundation &fkdow
they will continue to be a strong supporter of thiganization.

I would just like to thank them on behalf of alethharities
that you support and all the great work that youdeme over
the years for tourism and business and making thateYuk-
oners can get Outside in comfort and conveniencetHeir
medical travel. So a big round of applause forMarth as they
commit to those types of things as well.

Applause
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Hon. Ms. Taylor: | don’'t want to go on too much at
great length, because a lot of great comments baea put
forth by all members of the Legislature, but | danwvto say
thank you to the Member for Watson Lake for brimgforth
this very timely and very important motion, whicphesks to
the importance of Air North, Yukon’s regional andi, and the
many contributions it has made to Yukon's sociatl ato-
nomic well-being.

It was just one of countless examples that we baghare
with respect to the hospitality of Air North. Onaick story |
have to also tell: 1 had the privilege of travefito Dawson
City a few years back with the president of Hollagkderica at
the time to facilitate ongoing discussions withpexs to the
Tombstone Park and other issues of importanceeanthrket.
When we got on board Air North that time, | rememtiee
chief pilot was Joe Sparling. | remember pointing fout to

When | was Minister of Tourism and Culture for somethe individual sitting with me at that time. | wageaking very

nine years in the past, the one thing | got isviiry importance
of air access and connectivity and the importaricgustaining
our local market. Absolutely — bar none — air ascisscriti-
cal to the continued growth of our territory, bath the eco-
nomic side and on the social side, as | mentioned.

Likewise, connectivity — connecting to those catienar-
kets is of the utmost importance. Over the yeamsNarth has
shown its diligence, its ability to be open and acwehe to
changes and has really worked with all of our comities, as
well as with the Outside markets, to facilitate @amted air ac-
cess in some of our key gateway cities: Edmontaalgady,
Vancouver, to say the least.

As a result, it has changed the way that we tranel the
way we deliver travel — affordable, accessibletedrvel. You
know, it was probably about 15 years ago — | ddmitk that
folks from Vancouver or Edmonton or Calgary wouldvé
thought that to come to the Yukon for a weekentboa three-
or four-day stay would be that feasible, and nois itnarketed
heavily. Thanks to the contributions of Air Nortimda Deb
Ryan and her crew, working through the Departménftomr-
ism and Culture and many other partners, for fatilig that
attractive venue and opening up our markets. Fat, thjust
want to say thank you. You know, likewise, thererehdoeen
lots of discussions when we look at our internatlararriers of
Condor — and Edelweiss that flew here a year agoNarth
was always looking at opportunities to facilitaie @ccess in
between those services, also connecting with thotna-
tional carriers, to identify those markets. So iE#swin-win
situation for Yukoners; it's a win-win situationrfthose com-
ing to the Yukon to visit.

So | just want to say that Air North has been extly re-
sponsive to not only our industry, whether it's mg tourism
or otherwise — very responsive to our communitigsrking
with the Village of Mayo, working with the Town &Vatson
Lake and many others to enhance that air accessid-very
responsive to our families. | have to say that oineny horrific
times — this doesn’t sound correct — all my expee@s with
Air North were great, with the one exception of +wias just
after Easter and | had my baby at this time and Wés ap-
proximately — | think one year of age, if thatwas my first
trip with him on the plane by myself and | don’tdwm what
happened, but obviously he was feeling fairly unfatable
and that child of mine cried for two and a half fout was a
full plane, to say the least. But you know what?aiks to
those stewards on board, who relieved the strefisved my
anxiety, and | was able to carry that child up awdvn the
aisles, which was great. It provided me relief eggpite.

highly of Mr. Sparling.

Anyhow, for some reason we weren'’t able to fly dike
into Dawson; we had to make a landing in Mayo duehe
weather, | believe, which was just an interim step.we flew
into Mayo, and | remember the president, lookingy @mter on
the wing and saying, “Isn’t that the chief pilot @ also fuel-
ling up the plane?” | said, “Yes, that's corredtsaid, “By the
way, he’s also the president and CEO of the company
that’s how it’s done in the Yukon.”

It's just an example of just how incredibly thisnepany
has been built over the years and the tremendopposi
shown by the community, the tremendous support shcom-
tinually by all of its respective employees and kieart that it
brings to this company and to the very successupterritory.
Without Air North, we wouldn't be here today. We wdn’t
have the great success that we are experiencirggtbeay on
the economic side.

I just want to also say that, in addition to supiogr chari-
ties such as Relay for Life and Victoria Faulkneomén’s
Centre, they support their in-flight magazinveikon, North of
Ordinary; the local brewing company — Yukon Brewing
Company; Midnight Sun Coffee Roasters — and thegises
on. So | think it's incredibly important that where talk to this
motion, we talk to the very importance of havinghtoued
competition. It's a good thing; we all benefit fraitm but cer-
tainly not at the expense of lost jobs. We havednotinually
keep our eye on the ball in support of Yukon busses and do
what we can to facilitate that enhanced competitlmut also
not losing sight of what really matters the most.

| just want to again say thank you to everyone \klas
joined us here today in the gallery and for youmtowied sup-
port and just thank all of the MLAs in the Housday for their
support of this motion.

Hon. Mr. Cathers: | just want to join my colleagues
in rising today briefly to speak to this motion athénk mem-
bers of the House for their support of the motian forward
by my colleague, the Member for Watson Lake.

Air North has been a real part of the Yukon falmficoci-
ety for quite some time. My first recollection ofrANorth, my
first connection with Air North, was in the days evhl used to
see the old green and gold DC-3s flying past mydomLake
Laberge. Since that time, | recognized that AirtNdras come
a long way in terms of growth, in terms of its maitand, of
course, from expanding to provide jet service tatlsern re-
gions through the gateway cities. Air North hadlyebeen a
part of the Yukon for a very long time.
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It is part of our communities, of our economy arfcoor
Yukon home. As a number of my colleagues have noted
recognize that it is important to have competitiorthe mar-
ketplace. We also have to recognize the importavioen we
are dealing with government policies in making purchasing
choices, recognizing that companies that do putenmsoney
into local economy provide spinoff benefits thatate more
jobs beyond what those companies themselves proVii
the regional hub that Air North provides that thkew carriers
do not within the Yukon, there are more people & work-
ing here. There are more purchases that are matle iviukon,
whether it be food, coffee, other services and keppThere is
the support for tourism that Air North has consisie pro-
vided. Advertising themselves as Yukon’s airlineoyides
some benefit to Air North in terms of branding, dwlso does
provide benefits to the Yukon when Air North is sgimg its
money marketing both itself and the Yukon. The thett Air
North, through measures including its magazindggateps to
promote Yukon products and other Yukon businesadspso-
vides other businesses with a venue for promotiegnselves
to Air North’s customers — all of those are stegiseh by Air
North that are not provided by the other air casriend they all
do provide benefits to other Yukoners.

The fact that Air North provides service to ruraliR6n
communities — OIld Crow — of course, the Member om-
tut Gwitchin has spoken to that and the criticgbariance that
service provides to Yukon’s most northerly commyminhd the
benefit, of course, to the Vuntut Gwitchin Firsttida benefi-
ciaries through their development corporation’sketin Air
North. Other areas that, as mentioned by my colleaghe
minister responsible for education and housing -e-gbrvice
provided to the mining sector through charters @myMand the
number of mines in the Yukon. For workers who aseliving
here in the territory — many of them do fly on Albrth. The
charitable contributions that have been made ctamily by
Air North in contributing to the Yukon community,hether it
be the Hospital Foundation, raffle tickets, direontributions,
et cetera, all represent the real effort by thismgany that we
also have to recognize is different from the typeservice en-
gagement and contribution provided by Air Canadé Arest-
Jet within Yukon society.

Again, as government and as the Legislative Assgmie
have to continue with the position that recognittes impor-
tance of competitive forces and encouraging cortipeti but
also recognize the importance both with purchasihgices
and with support for the pursuit of strategic perships, em-
phasizing very clearly to citizens and to WestJjet Air Can-
ada that we see real benefit in the continued sscoé Air
North. We see real benefit in what they providdhe Yukon
and we very much support them in pursuing a straiggrtner-
ship with one or both of the other airlines, whetiée inter-
line or code sharing agreements, baggage transfeall-ef
those elements we think could be mutually bendfitighose
companies and provide benefit to Yukon society élpimg Air
North continue to be a successful contributing pathe com-
munity.

The medical travel services provided is anothea.afa-
other part | think is really notable in terms oétbervices they
provide is the many letters that have appeared theeyears in
the newspaper from Yukon citizens, that Air Norttdats em-
ployees have gone above and beyond what servicgdpre
typically do in assisting people, particularly imes of need or
in challenge.

| would also like to personally express my thangaia to
Joe Sparling for the fact that | had a call at poet from a
constituent who had an issue involving a disableiidcand
special equipment needs, and this person was cmatabout
the airline’s ability to accommodate that. | apjméezd the fact
that | could pick up the phone and call Joe. Jdethpa proc-
esses in motion and had the people at Air Northttamy con-
stituent and ensure that the needs of their chdtevaccommo-
dated. That level of service to individual citizeasd their
needs is really a big part of what has won Air Ndhte reputa-
tion it has with many Yukoners of being an excellsarvice
provider and the airline of choice for many Yukatizens.

With that, in the interest of time of this Assemllyd the
time of those in the gallery who have taken timanfrtheir
days to attend this sitting, | will wrap up. | juseint to again
thank Air North, wish them the best, and emphasigesupport
for them in their pursuit of a strategic partnepshetween Air
North and another mainline air carrier. | commelnid tmotion
to the House and thank the Member for Watson Lakéfing-
ing it forward.

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: I, too, rise to support this motion.
I want to thank our MLA for Watson Lake for bringirthis
motion forward. | want to acknowledge all the Aiofth peo-
ple who are here today in the gallery. | also wanthank the
opposition for their support of this motion.

Certainly, the Yukon government recognizes the ¢&em
dous contribution that Air North makes to all oéthommuni-
ties here in the Yukon and to our economy. WestJati-
nouncement of their intention to come into this keamreally
looks like an overall strategy, or part of an ollestrategy,
trying to increase their market share by increasivayr feeder
connections into the mainline routes they haveraadly to do
battle with Air Canada.

Now we’re concerned that Air North, Yukon’s airlinean
get caught in this crossfire and this really hypempetitive
battle that's being waged between two very largdinas
within the airline industry. The Government of Yukds re-
sponding to Air North’s request for assistance bgrking
closely with them and helping to facilitate the diepment of a
strategic partnership between Air North and eitbiee of the
mainline air carriers.

We offer a supportive government presence to emgmgur
those negotiations of interline or code sharingeagrents be-
tween these carriers. Now, at the request of tten&uoic De-
velopment minister, Minister Dixon, the DepartmeftEco-
nomic Development will work with Air North on theethils of
such an agreement or those negotiations.

We believe such an agreement would benefit all Yigks
who want to fly with Air North and access connegtflights in
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gateway cities without having to re-check baggagd go

through security again. We certainly see the benefihe lar-

ger carriers by allowing them to access Air Northmsrket

share for connecting flights beyond the gatewagsitbecause
we certainly see Yukoners who fly not just to thgsteway
cities but, in fact, all over the world.

Replacement of capacity provided by northern cemrie
with capacity provided by mainline air carrier&eliWestJet or
Air Canada, comes at the expense of northern emm@ay and
northern GDP. When you look at the trade-offs betweost
and benefits with local northern air carrier seevigersus
mainline carrier service, it is clear in Yukon’'sseahat a north-
ern air service carrier hub with local infrastruetyrovides
significant benefits to northerners.

Air North, Yukon’s airline, is one of the largestiate
sector employers here in the Yukon with about 20pleyees
and an annual payroll of $9 million. These jobscart for
more than 1.5 percent of the private sector woddoand
probably at least that amount in terms of the divérgact on
Yukon GDP.

In addition to the government’s position in this tteg
many Yukoners as well as Yukon business organizatand,
indeed, other Yukon businesses themselves, haveespaut
on the importance of ensuring that the viabilityaaforthern air
carrier like Air North is not put at risk by the sring melee
between Air Canada and WestJet, these two behenastiisey
battle for national market share. All of these foldeserve
credit for their concern and for their stand onitseie.

With this issue being of such concern to the Yukom-
ernment, the Yukon people, Yukon businesses andoiYuk
business organizations, it is reasonable to surriisé our
counterparts in Northwest Territories and in Nuriawdeed
even the federal government, should be interestdubih rec-
ognizing and supporting local northern airline asfiructure
and those northern air carriers that demonstratélli;agness
and a commitment to the same.

| just want to add a little bit of an analogy thdteard that
Joe Sparling talked about yesterday at the FiribNaesource
conference and student job fair. It was sort ofaaalogy be-
tween car manufacturing and an airline hub herthénnorth. |
think everybody knows that when a car manufactugog-
pany looks at putting a new plant in, indeed, yan get coun-
tries trying to bid to be able to get that manufdag plant in
their country, and then within the country, jurig@hns trying
to bid to see which would be able to get that dantpin their
jurisdiction.

If there was, for example, a car plant being ancedrby a
company that wants to put on it the north, what dwappen?
You'd see the Americans and the Canadians and Beauians
— all the northern circumpolar countries — wouldtaimly be
keenly interested. Within Canada, of course, yowld/csee
Nunavut and Northwest Territories, and Yukon, aterested
in trying to acquire the right to have this plantilbin their
jurisdiction, and why is that? It's because of theognition of
the massive impact it would have on their economyetjust
in the direct jobs, but also the indirect jobs #mel people who
are here and live in that area as a result ofehgtloyment.

| think that was a very good analogy in terms af thn-
pact, and that having an airline hub here coulthkesame. So
I think that was a very interesting analogy thaswat forward.

Organizations like the Department of Aboriginal #if
and Northern Development and the Canadian Norteor
nomic Development Agency, or CanNor, are two feldetake-
holders that have a specific interest in the norntteconomy
and whose mandates to support aboriginal peoplearibern-
ers would be better served by the acknowledgenrehtations
in this regard. In 2011, InterVISTAS Consulting, behalf of
Transport Canada, did a study to determine the émpa
northern air carriers and on northern air servioesincreased
mainline carrier services on gateway routes. Thaystwas
never released to the public, but it should havdicned that
there might be a role for Transport Canada to ptaye policy
level to recognize and to support the role of remhair carri-
ers in the north.

Northern air carriers serve about 40 percent ofadais
land mass, but only 0.3 percent of Canada’s poipulaso it's
easy to understand why efficient, affordable anthpetitive
air transportation between northern communities smathern
gateway cities is so important, notwithstanding significant
challenges. Without question, northern transpamatiubs like
the one operated here in Whitehorse by Air Nortihkofn's
airline, provides jobs and other significant ecoimbenefits to
the north.

Clearly, there is a need for healthy competitiorthie air-
line industry in Canada, including the north, nahstanding
the unique challenges of providing these servioehé north-
ern regions of our country. In addition to provigliair-carrier
services, mainline air-carrier corporate goals dcag accom-
plished without sacrificing northern jobs or pos$gitpacting
service to northern communities by forming strategjliances
with northern air carriers, utilizing interline armbde share
agreements, thus better integrating air servicésdsn north-
ern communities and southern gateway locations.

The Yukon government supports these principles vaed
will work with our counterparts in other jurisdiotis to achieve
a mutually beneficial understanding and appreaiatdd the
significance of local air-carrier infrastructuredatie benefits it
provides to the north.

Once again, | want to thank Air North in terms ofiat
they've done and what they will do for the norttdammmend
this motion. Thank you.

Speaker: If the member now speaks, she will close
debate. Does any other member wish to be heard?

Ms. McLeod: My colleague, the Minister for Eco-
nomic Development, mentioned the point about coitipet
While we of course support competition, this doesseem to
me to be a normal competitive situation. The hygmempetitive
entry-level pricing offered by WestJet seems tdaighreaten
the overarching existence of Air North.

| think there is a solution available, one thatpexts the
business objective of the two mainline airlines #émat recog-
nizes the importance of Air North to Yukon’s econom@ind
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community. That solution, at least in part, coudreached in
the objectives of this motion, and | want to thatikthe mem-
bers of this House for their support. Thank you.

Speaker:  Are you prepared for the question?

Some Hon. Members:  Division.
Division

Speaker:  Division has been called.
Bells
Speaker:  Mr. Clerk, please poll the House.

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: Agree.

Hon. Mr. Cathers: Agree.

Hon. Ms. Taylor: Agree.

Hon. Mr. Graham: Agree.

Hon. Mr. Kent: Agree.

Hon. Mr. Nixon: Agree.

Ms. McLeod: Agree.

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: Agree.

Hon. Mr. Dixon: Agree.

Ms. White: Agree.

Ms. Stick: Agree.

Mr. Elias: Agree.

Mr. Silver: Agree.

Clerk: Mr. Speaker, the results are 13 yea, nil nay.

Speaker:
ried.

Motion No. 84 agreed to

Motion No. 81

Clerk: Motion No. 81, standing in the name of Ms.
McLeod.

Speaker: Itis moved by the Member for Watson Lake

The yeas have it. | declare the motion car-

to identify possible geothermal sources in YukoaldXlimate
construction — an example of this has been inrtgstie effec-
tiveness of vacuum-insulated panels as a methodnefgy
conservation in northern climates — permafrost heeotk
construction. Food security — an example is thestromtion
of a super greenhouse at Yukon College for testiegpoten-
tial of year-round crops. Personally, | find thatyexciting.

This motion urges the Government of Yukon to sttkag
and diversify Yukon’s economy by investing in thesearch,
innovation and commercialization of cold climateheology,
which can help us reduce the disadvantages of ¢k and
indeed, capitalize on it.

Working with existing business and creating newiress
opportunities are winners for Yukon. Thank you.

Ms. Moorcroft: | am pleased to rise in support of this
motion. Yukon New Democrats support research. Buevi
NDP governments led the way by introducing @alege Act
in 1988, which established an independent Yukonlegel
Board of Governors, by establishing the Northerrsdech
Institute — now the Yukon Research Centre — andcdy-
structing the new Yukon College — not so new todaywith
the infrastructure that supports students in maogiam areas.
It is a sign of how much the college is moving fard that it
has opened the new climate and research centret arav
finds itself in need of endowment lands to allow farther
expansion to support additional programs, reseanchstudent
services.

Mr. Speaker, often in this Chamber members of thadd
hold opposing views and are unable to reach agneerfeday
I am pleased to support this motion and the Goventnof
Yukon’s funding for the Yukon Research Centre.

As we find on the Yukon College website, the Yulke+
search Centre includes the Cold Climate Innovatioanch,
which is focused on the development, commerciatinaand

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon toexport of sustainable cold climate technologies etated so-

strengthen and diversify Yukon’s economy by invegtin the
research, innovation and commercialization of colinate
technology.

Ms. McLeod: Technology is driving our lives. It is
inevitable. Why not be at the forefront in the depenent of
commercialization of new technology. We live andrkvim the
north in a cold climate. We are very well-positidrie lead a
new wave of research into cold climate technology.

The term “cold climate” refers to combined acti@idow
temperatures, snow, ice, wind and dark. Sound farfil

We've heard much in this House regarding the difieas
tion of our economy, and the development and expbtéch-
nology is an excellent vehicle to assist us. Th&orugovern-
ment has provided core funding to support the mandathe
Yukon Cold Climate Innovation Centre. Moving fonaaithe
centre will work to strengthen partnerships withestresearch
facilities and look for new partnerships. We caakldorward
to new projects in the areas of mining remediatechnolo-
gies, alternative energy — and an example of thigsing re-
mote sensing satellites and low-level airborneairdfd sensors

lutions for subarctic regions around the world. T®€I sup-
ports the partnership between applied scientiseaech, indus-
try and government dedicated to addressing coldaté issues
affecting northerners.

Another part of the Yukon Research Centre is Teldgyo
Innovation, which encourages the development obvative
technologies and technology-based capacity in thkoM. Its
goals are to assist innovators in the developmeodmmercial
products and services that will contribute to theial and eco-
nomic prosperity of the Yukon. Technology Innovatipro-
vides financial assistance to a wide range of iative Yukon
projects, ranging from software development to raeatal
engineering, and we are very pleased to applaudebearch
that is done and is supported through them.

Time and time again, it has been proven that takesaen-
tific advances have been discovered through fundéahee-
search.

This demonstrates the importance of pure scienamat-
ity has become a dominant force in the shapingraadipula-
tion of our global environment. Many scientists a@meatly
concerned that in the next 40 years the populatfanur planet
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will increase so dramatically that the earth witl fonger be
able to support our current standard of living. isre and
more countries become industrialized, the problessociated
with this lifestyle — overuse of raw materials, ege con-
sumption, pollution — will also increase. Sciergiare worried
that the planet will reach an unsustainable letelse.

Science research may be able to help solve thebdéepns.
This would require funding for long-term, appliessearch —
research geared not only toward creating productsetp us
compete with other industrialized nations, but eathesearch
focused on sustainable use of our planet’s reseurce

Now to speak for a moment on the research confetkteo
research, innovation and commercialization of colignate
technology, | would be remiss if | did not statevheery unfor-
tunate it is that the federal government is cuttingportant
climate change research — most notably, the Pofeir@n-
mental Atmospheric Research Laboratory, or PEARWL,
Eureka, Nunavut.

There are a number of ways that we might focusatten-
tion: to monitor and manage on a watershed bagierahan
stream-by-stream; incorporate water valuation fpies and a
more formalized approach to environmental flow ssseents
into water management; consider projected hydratli@Enges
in near- and long-term planning for hydro powerdarction;
take future changes to water flow and quality imaicount
when assessing future agriculture growth areasaasdciated
water supply options. As the member opposite whmduced
this motion said, it is very important that we doog to im-
prove our food security and, indeed, our food seigerty.

We need to consider climate change implicationgriore
closure planning, including ongoing monitoring; dkp
community risk evaluations and adaptive managenpéants
for the water needs of Yukon communities; learn enabout
groundwater resources and ensure the informaticarrsmuni-
cated from researchers and monitoring agenciesetisidn-
makers; review and adjust water monitoring netwdtksake

The PEARL made key measurements, which, last winteiinto consideration future needs, climate change adaptation

were used to detect and analyze the largest ozolee dver
detected over the Arctic. The PEARL will cease ymamd
operations on April 30 of this year. Scientists éen@voven that
the polar ice cap is melting faster than previauedasts, and
that climate change is having very real effectliethe north,
as it is elsewhere on the planet. The planet igsées1. So,
while we're pleased to see Yukon research, | wdwge that
the members opposite will urge their colleagueshim Gov-
ernment of Canada to reinstate funding for the PEARNun-
avut.

Now, in the context of climate change — yes, wednie
adapt and we need to address the root causesmatelichange.
I would like to speak about what is happening Iycai the
research field. On January 23 and 24, 2012, theolfuRe-
search Centre’s Cold Climate Innovation and Teabglin-
novation hosted its first research innovation aachmerciali-
zation workshop. In the summary portion of thesatissions,
which were attended by 98 participants, severah#gespecific
to living in a cold climate were identified, includy energy
generation challenges.

I'll be speaking later about the Yukon climate opan
strategy and the Yukon energy strategy, which speakose
energy generation challenges. Participants in doallwork-
shop also identified climate change impacts on ryateow-
loading and permafrost, and they identified housiwbether
that’s funding assistance for green energy impleat&m pro-
jects or super insulation initiatives, or energydig for all
buildings.

The NDP caucus would certainly support funding aecle
in all of those areas. Yukoners want to reducertharbon
footprint in their homes, in their offices and thaavel. Gov-
ernment departments have identified other importaetas of
cold climate research. For instance, the DepartroérEnvi-
ronment — we made a tribute this week in the Legisk to it
being Water WeekYukon Watelhas published Summary of
Climate Change Vulnerabilitieand much work remains in
order to address the vulnerabilities of Yukon waésources to
climate change.

measures; support watershed modelling research ciad
help decision-makers ensure projects affecting wate sus-
tainable; increase dissemination of water monitprilata and
information; review water management continuallyetosure
that decision-making is informed by, and responsivechang-
ing climatic conditions.

Another example of important areas for cold climete
search is found in the Yukon energy strategy. Delrsde
management is needed in order to meet the targetdased
energy efficiency in Yukon by 20 percent by 202Qk¥n cli-
mate change strategy goals can be met by a nunfibeitia-
tives. These would include: reducing energy congigmpin
Yukon buildings; reducing energy consumption fansporta-
tion in Yukon; promoting the use of energy-effidiggroducts
by providing incentives for products that meet gggrerform-
ance standards; and improving energy efficiency Yokon
government operations.

We also need to be cautious and recognize that rnmany
novations are high-tech and capital intensive. Sapiations
are simpler, using local ingenuity, skills and miais. The full
carbon footprint in what we are researching shinalé consid-
eration. For instance, with high-tech solutions, sheuld con-
sider the footprint of the materials used to créetedware and
software, the transportation of products, the gnezquired for
their use and the implications for disposal.

Goals of the climate change strategy include erihgnc
awareness and understanding of climate change tmpmac
Yukon’s environment, people and economy; reducinggig-
house gas emissions in Yukon through efficiency roue-
ments in the short term and additional measuregeelto in-
frastructure replacement in the longer term; buogdiYukon
environmental, social and economic systems, abladapt to
climate change impacts and positioned to take adgenof
opportunities presented by climate change; suppprifforts
to establish Yukon as a northern leader for apptahate
change research and innovation.
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The member’'s motion speaks to strengthening anetsiiv
fying the economy by investing in exactly the tygferesearch
that can enable us to meet these goals.

We are confident in the ingenuity of Yukon peophel ave
want to recognize the valuable work of the reseaschat
Yukon College and the Yukon Research Centre anskthizey
support through the various funds they administ¥e are
pleased to see the Government of Yukon supportisgarch,
and we are in support of this motion.

Hon. Mr. Dixon:
in support of this motion, which speaks to the nded
strengthen and diversify Yukon’s economy by invagtin re-
search, innovation and commercialization of colthate tech-
nology. | think at the core of this motion is tleeognition that,
while Yukon does enjoy a strong economy currergty,econ-
omy that has done well for the last number of ye#rs in-
cumbent upon government to invest in initiatived anograms
that seek to further strengthen that economy addeid diver-
sify it to lessen the reliance on certain sectdrthe economy
and develop strengths in other sectors of the engno

Innovation is one aspect of the economy that iseias-
ingly being noted by jurisdictions across the wakdbeing of
fundamental importance for the continued produistivgrowth
and economic health of economies across the world.

In a recent article in thelarvard Business Reviewn ex-
pert on innovation, Dr. Rosabeth Moss Kanter, digtuidid a
phenomenal job, | thought, of explaining the neadifinova-
tion and how it can lead to economic success. ébw focuses
primarily on the United States, but | think a Idttbe lessons
she discusses are relevant, indeed, to Yukon, #s Sle ar-
gues, of course, that when business, academic @iy fead-
ers collaborate to bridge the gaps, they creatstief environ-
ment for job growth and more inclusive prosperiBreating
and maintaining links among these institutions nexgua com-
mitment to invest in the foundational institutiotisat are
sources of enduring strength, including centrekrafwledge
and creation, incubators, innovation zones and -Qigdlity
education linked to changing job skills. She alsguas that we
need to seek integrated, collaborative solutiors threct re-
sources to regional coalitions and public-privagetmerships
with coherent strategies, such as small companytariag or
collaboration between business and community cefieg

Identifying and rewarding excellence, investinghe best
ideas and spreading institutional innovations amed&mental
for economic success.

of businesses and the quality of life of Canadidine ability to

conjure up new products and services, to find nasggs for
existing products and to develop new markets —elfiests of

innovation are the tools that will ensure Canadascess in the
twenty-first century.”

The Jenkins report, of course, highlights one aspéc
supporting innovation as supporting collaborativDRinsti-
tutes. It suggests that, “Canada needs a fundaltyenéav ap-
proach to building public-private research collatioms in
areas of strategic importance and opportunity ieréconomy.

It is a pleasure for me to rise today Accordingly, we recommend that the business-ortentesti-

tutes of the ...” — I'm quoting from the Jenkins rejpe-"“...
National Research Council (NRC) should become iaddpnt
collaborative research organizations, intendecetéobal points
for sectoral research and innovation strategieh thi¢ private
sector.”

As you can see, Mr. Speaker, the collaboration wicay
at the Yukon Research Centre and the Yukon Coldh#&lé
Innovation Centre follow very much along these din was a
real privilege for me to join the Minister of Edticen at the
college on March 12 where we announced the cordirsug-
port from this government for the Yukon Researcintteand
of course the Yukon Cold Climate Innovation Centftie
Yukon Research Centre falls under the directiorthef De-
partment of Environment and the Yukon Cold Climiaeova-
tion Centre falls under the direction of the Depeatt of Eco-
nomic Development. These combined form what is bacg
an increasingly important hub of central reseatcth@ Yukon
College and is indeed a part — an important pafuhering
the development of Yukon College.

Of course, on the #20f March, we announced our contin-
ued support, which was coming in the form of ovemdillion
in funding support from the Government of Yukon otlee
next five years. Of course, this is subject toskdive approval
and | assume the members of the other two partiésndeed
be supporting this motion and hopefully the budgédtich of
course contains this valuable funding for the Refe&entre
and Cold Climate Innovation Centre.

This sort of support of innovation and researctiyéands
itself to developing and continuing to develop sowWtedge
economy in Yukon. I think it is important, in lighf my earlier
comments on the need for diversification and stifeggng of
Yukon's economy, that the knowledge economy beltgbted
as one with a lot of potential for growth. The furgl agree-
ment for the Yukon Research Centre, as we annoumosd-
mits $2.2 million over the next two years from tfiekon gov-

Recently, as | mentioned in my response to the éudgernment and the funding agreement for YCCIC comrtuts

speech, the federal government has directed itsoeaard the
need for improved support for innovation and relgectmmis-
sioned — | believe it was two years ago — a pafelxperts
to do a report on innovation within Canada. It bage been
published and been termed the “Jenkins reportinrevation

over $2.8 million for the next five years in opévatl and pro-

ject support.

The Yukon Cold Climate Innovation Centre has had a
number of years of great success. It is really ogmnto its
own as an institution and moving toward its goabetoming

Canada: A Call to ActionIn the executive summary of that internationally recognized as a centre for the tgpmaent,

report, it suggests that, “Studies have repeatddumented
that business innovation in Canada lags behindr dtfghly

developed countries. This gap is of vital conceznause inno-
vation is the ultimate source of the long-term cetitiveness

commercialization and export of sustainable coichate tech-
nologies and related solutions for subarctic regiaround the
world.
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The support of this centre will support the devetept,
enhancement and success of Yukon's technology iridsis
Now, going back to the comments in the Jenkinsntegoad the
academic article | referenced, the need for idgintif niches —
| guess you would say — of expertise is very imguatrt | think
Yukon has an opportunity to identify cold climagzhnology
as its niche, in its contribution to innovation aresearch.
Now, we aren’t the only ones that have noted tredrfer this
type of partnership available for research and vation and
development. In the 2010 report of the Whitehorkar@ber of
Commerce,Partnering for Successhey indicated that in a
continued effort to diversify Yukon’s economy, tkeowledge
sector is proposing a research development parkilkedn Col-
lege. Of course, following the research park modelearchers
would develop leading technology for transfer addpation
to commercial and government sectors — that iscressly,
the commercialization aspect of the research, iation and
commercialization sector. Commercialization, of 5@y is an
important component that must be linked in witheggsh and
innovation. It's excellent to have research condd@nd inno-
vative practices and ideas come forward, but the test for
them is the ability to commercialize those idead amova-
tions — that is to say, bringing them forward fransonceptual
idea to an actual marketable product.

focus on cold climate technologies, a number ofottech-
nologies are supported through the YTIC, an exarapiehich
is the Plastovac machine that's currently beingetigped,
which removes plastic from compost. That's not sibring
that’s unique to Yukon or cold climate; it's somaththat can
be used and commercialized anywhere in the woeg tlave
plastic in compost which, as far as | know, is gwdrere.

In fact, that small Yukon company has been, | ustded,
in touch with a much larger company that managedahdfill
operations for Mexico City, so it is a tremendoygpartunity
for this local business to capitalize on its innbxe idea and
machine to bring that technology to a global oeinational
level.

Another aspect of the knowledge economy that is sup

ported by the Yukon Cold Climate Innovation Centred
Yukon Technology Innovation Centre is the ICT seete the
information, communications and technology secldre De-
partment of Economic Development is currently wogkiwith
Yukon Information Technology and Industry Societty aother
stakeholder groups to develop a strategic actiam fbr the
Yukon information, communications and technologygtse
This plan will provide a vision and a road map fukon’s
ICT sector to enable its continued growth and thasce
Yukon’s economy. The intent of the new ICT sectoategy

The Yukon government is committed to supportingaction plan is to provide a vehicle for stakehadddter collabo-

Yukon’s research, innovation and commercializasector as
an area of prime strategic importance to Yukon'snecy.
Development of the RIC sector has strategic, l@mgitbene-
fits for Yukon, including enabling growth of theiyate sector,
supporting the development of wealth-generatingistides and
secondary industries, and supporting the developréna
knowledge-based economy in the Yukon. The Departroén
Economic Development works cooperatively with Yukoal-
lege, CanNor, the Yukon and Whitehorse chambersoaf-
merce in order to advance the research, innovatiah com-
mercialization sector. Yukon government is contirguio work
on the diversification of Yukon’s economy by iddyithg and
exploring significant economic development oppoitias in
the strategic industries — natural resource, touasid culture,
research, innovation and commercialization sector.

Really, the support of these two centres — the &ebe
Centre and the Yukon Cold Climate Innovation Certrds a
fundamental aspect of our support for diversifythg econ-
omy.

Speaking more specifically to the Yukon Cold Clim#t-
novation Centre, that centre is a partnership batwapplied
researchers, industry and government, dedicateéueloping,
commercializing and exporting sustainable cold atientech-
nologies. As | mentioned, it is housed at Yukon|€y#. The
YCCIC facilitates the collaboration between scintire-
searchers and businesses with the goal of comnigirmiaso-
lutions to cold climate issues affecting northesndtarticular
focus is given to applied research around cold\argling cli-
matic conditions in Yukon.

The Cold Climate Innovation Centre’s subsidiarygveom,
the Yukon Technology Innovation Centre, enables XC@®
support a broader range of technology projects.léMe do

rate and achieve shared goals and to create afdirbiation-
ships between the ICT industry, government, Firgtidss, and
the education and research sector.

ICT is, Mr. Speaker, | think, an example of the wiedge
economy that often goes under-recognized in Yukowas
surprised to learn that the ICT sector is actuedignparable to
the tourism sector in terms of its contributiorthie GDP of the
Yukon — that’s around five percent or six percehiyakon’s
GDP — a surprisingly high number, | thought, foriadustry
and a sector of the economy that we don’t oftem hbaut.

One of the functions of the plan that we're devaiggor
the ICT sector is that the plan will do a numbetlofigs: pre-
sent a picture of Yukon’s ICT sector and how i fitithin the
Canadian and global ICT industries; provide a shaigion for
the Yukon ICT sector over the next three to fivarge provide
strategic goals and a road map for the Yukon IC3taseto
further grow and develop as a pillar of the knowledector in
order to enhance the economy of Yukon; and proaieaction
plan to implement the strategic goals. The actitam ghould
include clear measurable targets to enable thessesmt of
progress against the stated goals.

The last strategic plan for the Yukon ICT sectoswam-
pleted in 2002. One of the major initiatives acctished as a
result of that plan was that the Government of Yukwow
works to balance the volume of government-initiat€d pro-
jects on an annual basis in order to allow the I@dustry to
more consistently predict the project levels frosawyto year.

The Government of Yukon has a practice of breaking

down large ICT projects into a number of smalleojgtts,
where possible, to give the Yukon ICT sector thpasfunity
of bidding on these projects. The ICT sector ipoesible for
the vast majority of software development donetf@ Gov-
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ernment of Yukon. The default position is that tlesulting
intellectual property belongs to the software depel. There
are a few instances where the government still tptsvn the
intellectual property.

Quarterly meetings are held between Highways ardid®u
Works ICT and the Yukon Information Technology dndus-
try Society, better known as YITIS. These meetiagsan op-
portunity for the Yukon ICT sector to obtain a pgesv of up-
coming government ICT projects. Highways and Pulliarks
ICT actively advises larger national/internatiosappliers of
Yukon ICT companies capable of handling the maimee
and support aspects of large procurement contrActording
to Stats Canada, over the last 10 years the YuRanindustry
has made up a considerable portion of Yukon's GDRas—
said, comparable to the tourism industry. A steggammittee,
with representation from industry, government, tFixations
and Advanced Education will guide the developmeinthe
plan and is made up of the following members: itus—
three representatives from the YITIS board; Govesmtrof
Yukon — one representative from each of the depantanof
Highways and Public Works and Economic Developmest;
search and education — one representative from Y lach-
nology Innovation Centre and one representativen fdistance
learning, Yukon College; and, of course, First biasi — one
representative from Council of Yukon First Nations.

The Department of Economic Development supports, thi
along with CanNor. The maximum value of the coritraar-
rently to develop the plan is $75,000, also com@im this
year's budget. The Department of Economic Develogme
works in collaboration with the Department of Higiys and
Public Works on a number of ICT-related matters.

As you can see, the ICT sector is one that has af Ipo-
tential, in terms of its ability to develop furthand strengthen
and diversify Yukon’s economy. The companies thatldT
work, often when they have ideas or potential potsldhey
think can move forward, they will contact and wavkh the
Yukon Cold Climate Innovation Centre and the Yukioech-
nology Innovation Centre to develop their innovatigeas.

If I may, | would like to discuss some of the suss®Es that
the Yukon Cold Climate Innovation Centre has hadrahe
years and, of course, hopes to continue to hatleeifuture.

During the first year of the Yukon Cold Climate bva-
tion Centre, a majority of the time was spent hogdhe basic
foundations of YCCIC operation. The then directdosus was
on marketing the centre to business and academaocmities,
while developing the research agenda for the futlihés in-
cluded meetings with government officials, eduaaianstitu-
tions, local industry and territorial and extrariterial research
facilities.

The results of these efforts included partnershith
Northwestel on two projects: one being the invedian of the
viability of the Stirling engine, which is an altative energy
technology, for its corporate purposes; and théailagion of
weather and permafrost tracking instrumentatica mimber of
remote Arctic transmission sites to enhance unaledatg of
real-world climatic conditions in those locationsdatheir im-
plications for cold climate construction; partnépshwith

Yukon Energy on geothermal remote-sensing recosaate,
specifically testing two technologies — remote semsatellite
imagery and airborne infrared thermal sensing; neaship
with Kryotek Arctic Innovation Inc., a local researand de-
velopment company, to investigate the feasibilityaosolar-
powered, controlled permafrost-thawing device fafesand
predictable de-watering of permafrost areas procdnstruc-
tion activity.

Mr. Speaker, | would love to go through more of @@l's
many successes, but seeing that my time is elapsimij con-
clude by saying that | think this motion is a phem®mnal one. It
is an important one, as | said, because we neetf¢agthen
and diversify our economy. Research, innovation @dmer-
cialization of cold climate technology are fundatarompo-
nents of that. With that, | will cede the floor andnclude by
saying that | wholeheartedly support this motiod #mank the
Member for Watson Lake for bringing it to this floo

Mr. Silver: | thank the Minister of Environment for
his words, his education in this, and for sharirguast knowl-
edge. | would also like to thank the Member for ¥éat Lake
for bringing forward this motion.

| am pleased to rise and support this motion. ilnjgortant
to look at ways to improve the lives of residentstin of 60.
Part of this involves creating infrastructure oftbequality and
that will be longer lasting as a result.

We support creating new ways to design highways and

buildings that will prevent damage due to permafiass well.

The federal government’s decision to close the PEABR-

search station in Canada’s high Arctic shows thieedal Con-
servatives’ lack of interest in northern sciencd eesearch. It's
up to this government to pick up the ball, to eesiine Yukon
is moving forward with this and not backward.

The Arctic is changing. Climate change is affecting re-
gion of the world faster than many other areaswaadeed to
monitor this change and take steps to prepard.fomias won-
dering if this government is prepared to statetlierrecord that
the Arctic is, in fact, changing and that climateacge is af-
fecting our region of the world faster than manestareas of
the world and maybe, for the record, recognize nbed to
monitor this change and take steps to preparé.for i

We need to look at research and innovation to addre
some of the territory’s biggest challenges: tramgtion, hous-
ing and energy. The need to look for different ty/é renew-
able energy resources is extremely important te ¥ukon:
wind, solar, hydro, geothermal, and also biomassexample.

Haines Junction has incredible potential for geotizd
power. The temperature of some of the water fouzat there
is almost 100 degrees Celsius. Geothermal potentthk terri-
tory certainly requires more research in termsost @and feasi-
bility, but it's important that we mark this as aggibility to
help supplement what is fed into the grid. Yukoreigy Cor-
poration has been exploring geothermal, and soliKe to
commend them on this. With all of the incentives atudies
and research and potential in geothermal energyad a bit
surprised to hear nothing in terms of current argloange
funding in the Premier’'s Budget Address, and | warnaould
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the Premier or the minister responsible for theiremment
comment at some point on why geothermal energyptsarpri-
ority currently and whether it is on the road map future di-
rections in renewable energy?

Wind energy — wind generation is also a possihildg-
pecially in the areas like Ferry Hill, near Stew@rossing. This
has been looked at for a number of years. It isnestd that
the wind energy could produce up to 20 megawatfsoafer in
this area. First Nations could benefit greatly froemewable
energy. Many First Nations in the Yukon are lookatg/arious
forms of energy. Kluane First Nation, for exampetaking a
solid look at wind energy. It is estimated that #werage wind
speed in the Kluane region is about six kilomepreshour and
— as the Member for Kluane can attest to — youinzagine
the magnitude of this wind power could really blgaur hair
back. This could generate up to 150 kilowatts amdcreduce
diesel dependence by one-fourth.

Biomass, as well, has great potential in the tawyitand
could actually lead to economic development in Iruegions.
Scandinavia has done some amazing things in tla and
some small towns are run entirely on biomass. #sismated
that biomass could provide up to 20 megawatts efgpoWe
can use trees that have been damaged or killeceeyels and
fire.

Pellets are half the price of diesel when shipgiogts are
considered. They are currently heating the jaihwiitese pel-
lets right now as we speak. Alaska has two pell@btp and
B.C. has a number of them. The Yukon could reatigddit by
investing more in this technology. I'm interesteddiscussing
with this government its appetite in helping tode the pub-
lic sector help in biomass technology and whatsstefs gov-
ernment would like to use to assist current loaaitesses in
their pursuit of this expanding sector in our eqogo

In closing, | would just like to reiterate the LilaéParty's
commitment to support this motion and other comraiita by
this government to strengthen and diversify the dfuk econ-
omy by such interventions.

Hon. Mr. Kent: It's a pleasure to rise today in the
House in support of the Member for Watson Lake’stiam
regarding research and support of cold climatevation.

| guess, Mr. Speaker, where | would like to staithvin
my response to this motion is going back to previdukon
Party governments who were responsible for the atkm
change strategy and actually starting the Cold &tiémnnova-
tion and Research Centre at Yukon College.

Those initial actions by our predecessors havdyrea}
newed us with our “Moving Forward Together” platfoand
plan we put in front of Yukoners last fall. Implentimg the
climate change strategy was a major pillar of aurirenment
platform. We continue to implement tl@imate Change Ac-

sions from Yukon government internal operation2Gi0 lev-
els and reducing those emissions by 20 percenOib$,2vhile
maintaining the goal of having Yukon governmentcebon-
neutral by 2020; adapting to climate change by kigieg

strategies for adapting Yukon infrastructure; deiemg the
vulnerability of Yukon water resources and develgpstrate-
gies in response; and to leading Yukon action spoese to
climate change, developing emission targets andeimgnta-
tion options and continuing to support the Climateange Se-
cretariat.

We want to ensure that actions taken to addressshe
of climate change are coordinated with and take donsidera-
tion the Energy Strategy for YukorSo they are very much
companion documents — the energy strategy and limate
change strategy — started by our predecessorsesigaved by
us in the “Moving Forward Together” document, sowfe
which, of course, is reflected in this budget.

Again, as | mentioned before, a big portion thaeitected
in this budget is support for the Yukon College WnkRe-
search Centre. What we committed to last fall veadetvelop a
renewed funding arrangement for the Yukon Rese@efire
that will include support for the Cold Climate Inmion,
Yukon Technology Innovation, Northern Research itiuis,
Northern Climate ExChange, innovators in the schpobgram
and the Social Economy Research Network of Nortian-
ada. So, we're delivering on those commitments Weatmade
to Yukoners last fall. That was evident by — as tioered by
the Minister of Economic Development and the Enwinent
— in an announcement that he and | made jointlyr@ton
College last week, just prior to the commencemérhig sit-
ting.

At that announcement, my comments were that relsearc
education and innovation are keys to growing a hsort
knowledge sector. We're certainly proud of theactmetwork
of researchers and innovators within Yukon andiouestment
in the knowledge-based sector encourages greateatonal
opportunities and technical advancement.

It's not only the Yukon Party through the work thaey
did previously and the commitment we made in oatfpim
last fall that said that, but expanding the knoygkedector is a
key piece — a key pillar — to the partnering foceess model
that has been advanced by the Whitehorse Chamb€pmwf
merce. | believe their four pillars for the Yukono@omy are
mining, tourism, the knowledge sector and the retad ser-
vices sector. So this is really an acknowledgenoéihe work
that the business community has done and our agreetimat
investing in the knowledge sector is not only gaadhis case
for the environment, but also good for the economy.

At that same announcement last week, we heard fhem
vice-president of research at Yukon College thatgiterm
funding is critical to the success of a scienceaesh facility

tion Plan with the following goals: enhancing knowledge andand the funding will allow the Research Centre tmtimue

understanding of climate change by investing irersoé and
research to better understand the effects of ainchange in
the north and maintain support for the Yukon Rese&entre,
which we have committed to doing in this budgetiueng our
greenhouse gas emissions by capping greenhousengas

building local capacity, contribute to the Yukonokviedge
economy and develop ways to help Yukon adapt tmatk
change. We also heard from the manager of a logadiow
manufacturer that this gives us an opportunity ébvel into
some projects we have been hesitant until nowetd en. It is
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great news for us and for other people and compani®lved
in innovative business. You can see that this imrest in re-
search that we have announced of $5 million over fiears
has been well-received not only by the researchnuomity,
but also by the business community.

I would like to take a little bit of time to spe&d some of
the good work that is being accomplished at theorukous-
ing Corporation with regard to energy and heatiflge corpo-
ration has developed a SuperGreen energy standhrch w
promotes construction that results in lower energsts during
the building’s operating life and benefits the eamiment by
reducing greenhouse gas emissions. All new Yukonskhg
Corporation buildings meet or exceed that standard.

So, again, coupled with the investments by the $fami of
Economic Development’s department to the Cold Clama-
novation Centre, it brings that total up to $5 mill over the
five-year period as it stands right now.

The Research Centre itself is dedicated to Yukmetae-
search on climate change, adaptation and the dawelat and
commercialization of cold climate technologies tadtiress the
needs of northerners and their communities. Thdreemf
course, based at Yukon College, started out irbfsment of
the new student residence and has since expandtdthe
opening of the new building this past fall, whicitludes sev-
eral labs and space for researchers to conduat ek on-
site. The centre is funded, of course, both byDbpartment of

From June 2007 until March 2009, the Yukon HousingEducation and the Department of Economic Developnien

Corporation provided incentives for homeowners rgpriove
the energy efficiency of their homes, as well asditernative
energy systems. The corporation also institutedcairement
for clients borrowing funding for new home ownefslton-
struction to build to the GreenHome energy efficierstan-
dard, working with the City of Whitehorse regardibgilding
standards within the municipality. What happeneg: mesulted
in Whitehorse’s new building and plumbing bylaw famergy
conservation in new construction, including inceshsnsula-
tion, mandatory heat-recovery ventilation systeaigightness
and depressurization testing. The Housing Corpmmatilso
provided the training and administrative paperwitrikd-party
inspectors needed to implement the energy bylavihferCity
of Whitehorse.

In partnership with the Yukon Cold Climate Innowati
Centre, the Housing Corporation and a local compaaut-
nered to conduct extensive monitoring on 21 uniémging
from single-family dwellings to multi-residentialultdings.
Data will be streamed to a server at the Yukon ReseCentre
and made available to other agencies. What thizrrimition
will help us do is better understand the perforneaot super-
insulated residential buildings, the effects okdifyle on a
building, the accuracy of computer models and caibi more
information that will certainly be useful and helpfn moving
forward.

Finally, with respect to the Yukon Housing Corparaf in
partnership with other agencies the corporatiomamitoring
several heat-recovery ventilation units in extrgmedld cli-
mates to gather data on the performance and mddeduwe
of HRVs in the north. It will help identify ways tonprove
ventilation systems in this climate for better quant health,
home durability and energy costs. | would like tmgratulate
the Yukon Housing Corporation officials and the tabaf di-
rectors for their work with respect to energy efficcy and
working with the many partners that they do, fraadl indus-
try to the City of Whitehorse to the Cold Climatebvation
Centre.

Just to switch gears for a moment, | want to speatke
Yukon Research Centre, in particular with the oigmtion at
Yukon College that is funded directly by one of mgpart-
ments, the Department of Education. Our commitnterthe
Research Centre was a two-year commitment, slightbr a
million dollars — $1.08 million in each of the netdto years

2010-11 and 2011-12, the previous Yukon Party govent’s
Department of Education provided the Research €enith a
total of $2.09 million in funding. As | mentionecefore, we
look forward to continuing to fund the centre wéth additional
$2.176 million for fiscal years 2012-13 and 2013-14

Some examples of some Yukon Research Centre, or, YRC

projects that have been successful include the aarityncli-

mate change adaptation program. Funding for thas wa

$242,000. This project selected three Yukon comtiesi—

Dawson City, Mayo and Whitehorse — to participateadap-
tation planning to define the local impacts expedem cli-

mate change, identify how the communities were enahle to
these impacts and the best ways to adapt and thkatage of
the changes.

Another project is the climate change informatiomd a
mainstreaming program — $225,000. This project [gmener-
ship between the Northern Climate ExChange andCtimeate
Change Secretariat to provide Yukon government rdieeats
with support and expertise for the integration lohate change
considerations into project planning and decisiakimg proc-
esses. Services offered include climate changetaiitap pro-
jects and methodologies, vulnerability and riskeasments,
climate trends, climate change projections, tedinexpertise
and project recommendations.

There has also been a $363,000 investment intthy®-
Pelly Crossing hazards assessment. Under thissdéapé haz-
ards were mapped in Pelly and Mayo and the datargtsd
can be used to inform planning and policy decisiamg estab-
lish a baseline, from which to measure future irgations.

Finally, Mr. Speaker, the last project that | wamtspeak
about is the Carcross hazards assessment — $1d0i8Qro-
ject was in partnership with the Land Planning bhaof En-
ergy, Mines and Resources to produce a discussaperpon
the areas in Carcross that are vulnerable to dinchtange,
which will then inform the creation of a local anglan for Car-
Cross.

| know that the Minister of Economic Developmenblsp
about a number of businesses that have benefited fiunding
at the Cold Climate Innovation Centre. He spokeiisally to
the project regarding the removal of plastic froommpost.
We've also seen dollars invested from YITIS to aalofirm
that has come up with a concept that was highlayirelocal
media before Christmas called Flik, which is arafiplication
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designed to improve inter-office communications.v@» have
seen a number of benefits on the IT side. Compasuebk as
Quantum Machine Works, | believe, have benefitedrgls 10

or 15 years ago, they started out as a very smalhbss here
in Whitehorse, and now they have expanded to ag/raar20

or 25 employees here, as well as operations irtierraly.

| believe that they have a manufacturing plant olo®-
bia, as well, so we can certainly see what smalkstments
will do to promote and inspire small business owrter grow
and prosper. We are certainly very pleased with sked
money that we're able to provide to organizationsl &usi-
nesses too, to help them grow and become worlceteaight
here from the Yukon Territory.

With that, I'm going to conclude my remarks. | wolike
to thank members from the Official Opposition whavé indi-
cated that they will be supporting this motionwadl as mem-
bers from the Third Party who have spoken in suppbthis
motion. Again, it's something that was started hg previous
Yukon Party government and continued in our “Movifgr-
ward Together” platform of last fall, and we're encaged and
excited that we’re able to deliver on those comraiite as
soon as this budget — in the 2012-13 budget, tlvosemit-
ments are being delivered on.

Again | would like to thank the Member for Watsoake
for bringing this important motion to the floor die House,
thank my colleagues on this side of the House &iing yes-
terday in favour of the budget that includes thiading and
thank all members of the House for speaking in sttpgf this
today.

Applause

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: | am also privileged to stand
here and | would like to thank the Member for Wattake for
proposing Motion No. 81. This is near and dear {odepart-
ment. Not a day goes by where a Yukoner isn't tedchy my
department, whether they flying or driving on adaa having
something fixed at a building.

| would like to speak a little bit more to the harah por-
tion of how this affects the government. When ines to the
airports, if we look at the airline industry andktto the airline
industry about de-icing equipment — look at thet el look
at the present — how much more they are using ttesicing
equipment with the change in the climate. If yountv® look
at — for example, the Member for Klondike was tatkiabout
biomass at our new wonderful Whitehorse Correcti@entre,
the new jail, where we are using pellets to theetahabout 40
tonnes a year.

That's just new to the Yukon. It's been around darhile.
On average, Yukon uses a thousand tonnes a yedaviothis
400 tonne added to the economy of the Yukon — tlaeee
possibilities for business, for somebody to adajpitd maybe a
pellet plant here. It's used up in Dawson, alsoer€ls a bio-
mass — we’re working on biomass in Dawson.

When it comes to our highways and our roads, ndaya
goes by where we drive in — whether from Carcrasfram

is BST. Many Yukoners don't realize that there'difierence
between pavement and BST. BST is something wheresge
aggregate of 5/8 or 3/4 when we make the BST, apdtlon
the road. It leaves a bit of a sharp, gritty sapapdook for the
climate that we have in the Yukon here, so the sca@n’t as
slippery as they would be on pavement. It also selfth the
removal of ice with traffic driving over it — it baks the ice
up. But every now and then, when you're drivingtbese two
surfaces, you will hit an inevitable low in the doar a high in
the road that shakes your groceries up and ragtes false
teeth, if you have them, Mr. Speaker.

That is permafrost and that’'s one of the key thitlg®ugh
our department and through this initiative — it'sportant to
our department. We've had a test project runnintpeBeaver
Creek area through permafrost. We endeavoured eishiak-
wak project, with many millions of dollars from thénited
States, to build this and we’re constantly workivith them to
receive more funds because of the issue of perstafro

The permafrost we have in the Yukon Territory ifedent
from all other permafrost in some of the other arda my past
years working in the department that I'm now in rgjeaof, |
worked partly with drilling ice lenses in the ardastest for
permafrost. We would pull the core samples out #mete
would be 40, 50, 80, or 100 feet of just ice. We the core
samples in the core box, turn around, and theyrheltied. So
we can see where that would be a big issue withahés.

From the start of the Shakwak project, dealing withma-
frost, we learned a lot from that. We learned tisihg the fill
that we pull out of the road does not work for, fllecause it
melts. The big issue with it is that the permafrigsat minus
one degree, so it doesn’t take very much at mimes degree
for it to melt.

Some of the test areas that we've set up in thevdBea
Creek area — we're testing a lot of different tlinghe Mem-
ber from Klondike can attest: when he drives on inigin
street, it's all paved with white rock. The pavemenwhite
rock. Sun soaks into dark and it reflects the wiitkeep the
heat out of the permafrost under Dawson. As youatsest to
the downtown Dawson, every time they go to consiooc
work they have to deal with permafrost. Some of told cli-
mate change stuff can be very — the knowledge hadstuff
that we learn from it will really help when it com& building
infrastructure.

In that test area up in the Shakwak project, weshmder-
ground tubes where we pump air underneath thekedp the
ground surface frozen. There’'s many different pesjects. We
have aggregate of that colour too. The averageofifan area
that's affected by permafrost on a road, compacedrt area
that's not — you get 10 times the life out of a da®ction of
road. You can see where that comes to the budgetnies to
the Highways and Public Works budget when we gdixo
roads. Everybody wants their road redone — theag¥®thole
there, there’s a pothole there, but permafrostdsmmething
that is Mother Nature’s, a product of a little kit climate
change. It's something that we have to deal withs@metimes

Dawson or down from Beaver Creek — where we’reegith we’re putting our resources into the same areas.

driving over pavement or bituminous surface treattmerhich
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| can remember chipping the same areas over andaode
over again. Others would say, why do it? It's gHrthe Shak-
wak agreement; they require their roads to be sedavith
BST and/or pavement. We're working on the goodisestof
the road to replace most of the pavement but, vithesmes to
the areas around Beaver Creek, we're still usirgydheaper,
more effective, BST but having to replace it mofeen. That
takes out of our budget and that’'s why sometimesdan’t see
so many kilometres of road. I'm proud of the dement for
how they manage this.

Another thing | would like to speak to a little list about
our winters and summers in the Yukon. Our winteaveh
changed; our summers have changed. We're seeing raor
in the summer, and that's part of the climate clarihis is
why I'm proud to support the cold climate technglagsearch
innovation, Bill No. 81.

The climate is changing. In the wintertime, we’exisg
more rain — adaptive measures, test projects fogysroducts
you would lay on your road surfaces before thenstoomes,
so it doesn't turn to ice, rather than using a ééad old sand.
Minus seven degrees and colder, laying sand otiteoback of
a sand truck — it does not adhere as well to tfzl.ré\ny
warmer than minus seven, laying sand or laying, salvill
melt.

Some products that come from this that we havedestd
worked on before, and will be working on in theui, are
some environmentally friendly products that we wse the
roads as opposed to just regular salt. There bedd test pro-
jects and test stuff out there. Other jurisdictidvare bigger
budgets and we can use some of their innovationtectthol-
ogy.
I would like to talk a little bit about my riding -some of
the things brought up about wind and some of thagth
brought up about warm water. We developed a weduinmu-
nicipality. We drilled down 1,000 feet and found aquifer.
We had 220 psi on an eight-inch line popping outhaft and
the temperature of that water was 16.1 degrees.i3lzagreat,
great story. The well cost us over $1 million. Ider to use
that, we would have to drill another well of ovdr ®illion and
reproduce all of our infrastructure. With cold céite, with
change and with utilizing new systems, sometimaasyitably,
the costs are way far more than being able toysststandard
stuff.

| guess in closing, | support this wholeheartetlys near
and dear. We have the largest non-polar ice fielthe world
in Kluane.

I look forward to seeing some of the stuff that WnkCol-
lege and everybody is putting out — some of thdf shey're
working on at the Arctic Institute within the muipality of
Haines Junction, looking at some properties thbe¢ Parks
Canada has for sale. My Department of Highways Rnlolic
Works, and I'm sure my constituents, are happye® this. So
once again, | would like to thank the Member fort¥déa Lake
for this, and | do support that, Mr. Speaker. Thgoi.

Speaker’s statement

Speaker: | would like to remind the member not to
bring the Speaker into his conversation, and mghtaee quite
fine — they are originals.

Hon. Mr. Nixon: Mr. Speaker, it's a privilege to rise
and speak to this motion today, and | do also conurtbe
Member for Watson Lake for bringing this forward.

I'd like to address this motion first by speakingthe need
to strengthen and diversify Yukon’s economy. In platform,
we laid out our vision for a prosperous and divfediYukon
economy. We pledged to implement the vision oudiire the
Yukon government'sPathways to Prosperity: an Economic
Growth Perspective, 2005-202%his called for us to continue
to expand the Yukon economy by promoting our ecdaoom
mainstays such as mining — both hard rock and plae¢our-
ism, oil and gas.

It also called for us to continue to expand the dfukecon-
omy by promoting the diversification of the Yukorésonomy
and other sectors, such as art and culture, filthsund, for-
estry, agriculture, outfitting, trapping, researahd develop-
ment, knowledge-based industries and value-addenufae:
turing, and also maintaining Yukon's extremely fakable
general tax environment that promotes investmerhénterri-
tory. We committed to promoting resource investmeant, if
elected, we said we would promote small busineasietand
investment. This includes our commitment to noiteoxeases.
Yesterday, when the Premier began concluding resniarkhe
second reading of the budget, | was so pleasedhthatoted
this commitment to no new tax increases. As theidtin of
Tourism and Culture, I'm learning more about mairigetDes-
tination: Yukon”. This includes work with industrgpmmuni-
ties and First Nations to promote the Yukon tourtsiand that
markets Yukon as an attractive year-round destinati

On a related note, we also committed to promotereff
able domestic and international air access. We @somitted
to promoting northern natural gas pipelines, fageshgricul-
ture and to putting Yukoners first.

Our platform included promoting energy self-sufficty.
In my reply to the throne speech, | laid out myipos that
energy is a major issue going forward. We needltyess both
energy conservation and energy generation. | belie® need
to continue to implement the energy strategy forkdfu to
promote a sustainable and secure energy future.brimgs us
to our commitment of investing in infrastructureeWill con-
tinue to utilize multi-year capital plans to guitlee develop-
ment of Yukon'’s infrastructure projects and provaligrity and
certainty for the public and industry about Yukomifrastruc-
ture priorities, and also research and investigalations for
the effects of permafrost on transportation infrasttire and
use the Cold Climate Innovation Centre to spedaaliz three
general areas of cold climate technology — thoselgvdoe
building, construction and maintenance, municipdiaistruc-
ture and geotechnical works.

The Cold Climate Innovation Centre is focused aadp-
velopment, commercialization and export of sustaimaold
climate technologies and related solutions for sttimregions
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around the world. It supports the partnership betwapplied
scientific researchers, industry and governmenticadéeld to
addressing cold climate issues affecting northerner

| want to talk for a few minutes about the workrgpon at
the Yukon Cold Climate Innovation Centre. One dittpro-
jects is working on drilling, hot water supply, bemand pump,
where they want to find a better solution to suppuythe
heated water that is needed at diamond drill sitks.vision of
this product is to design and manufacture a mdieieft and
safer hot water supply system. This project hopemderease
the safety of the heater for the protection of eyeés; in-
crease the efficiency of the heater to reduce éomissand op-
eration costs; increase the reliability to reduqeerational
downtime; create a product of sufficient simpliciyd reliabil-
ity to capture 100 percent of the drilling watematex market
share; increase the manufacturing capacity of tbhkow; and
employ Yukoners in the manufacturing sector.

Another of their projects is the dual-frequency mene-
trating radar. The goal of the project is the impéatation of a
dual-frequency ice penetrating radar — or IPR syste with
field validation under real world conditions. Thenepleted
system will be a commercial grade instrument t&deb sci-
entific research groups and natural resources iridss This
technology will allow researchers to understandrésponse of
glaciers to climate, including changes to theimfloegimes.
This technology is an essential step in evaluatitigpyate
change impacts on the glacial regions of the world.

| talked about energy generation previously, amdit to
revisit that topic here. | want to mention the patjusing Stir-
ling engines. For those who are not familiar witlirli@g en-
gines, they have been around for about 200 yeansemR Stir-
ling was a Scottish inventor of the first practiesdample of a
closed-cycle air engine in 1816. A Stirling engise heat en-
gine operating by cycling compression and expanefoair or
other gas, the working fluid at different temperatdevels,
such that there is net conversion of heat energydohanical
work.

One of their projects is the Infinia Stirling engiproject,
which is a joint project between cold climate inaten and
Northwestel. The project was designed to assespdssbility
of increasing reliability and reduce the operatlarasts of re-
mote telecommunication sites throughout the Nor#teleser-
vice area. The Infinia Stirling engine has the okt of be-
ing more reliable and more fuel-efficient than poweneration
technology currently deployed at these sites.

The goal of this project is to assist the indugtaytner in
determining the viability of this technology. Stagjeénvolves
product testing at the testing facility at the YokBResearch
Centre. The Infinia Stirling will be deployed inramote site
simulation building to assess its reliability, fusdbnsumption
and operational requirements.

Stage 2 of this project will involve installing tHefinia
Stirling at one of Northwestel’s remote sites. itl wake the
place of an internal combustion diesel generatar &ill be
monitored for reliability and efficiency. My und¢asding is
that, should stage 2 of the project prove that tdihinology is

viable, Northwestel will then investigate the pbd#iy of con-
verting multiple sites to Stirling power.

Mr. Speaker, | think these examples demonstratanthe
portance of research. | like that they are focusedinding the
practical solutions to real challenges. Some ofrdsearch is
aimed at making the workplace safer. Some of thekvi®
aimed at making it more efficient or making it m@&eonomi-
cal.

I look forward to more good work coming as a reflt
this Research Centre. This is a good motion, aadcburage
all members of this Assembly to support this matibthank
the member for bringing it forward.

Hon. Ms. Taylor: It is my privilege also to rise and
say a few words in support of the motion put fomvay the
Member for Watson Lake. | just want to first go bac a few
years ago, when we were talking about the impoearfcde-
veloping an action plan to address climate changaur terri-
tory and how that work led to a strategy and theamtually led
to the action plan, which was launched back in 200$ut
three years ago.

One of the key planks of thelimate Change Action Plan
— there were four goals, one of which includedrbance our
knowledge and understanding of climate change énnbrth.
Of course, that went alongside with the other goéladapting
to climate change and taking action to reduce oeerghouse
gas emissions and also taking Yukon as a leadderins of
taking action in response to climate change.

All of these goals really fold into today’s discigss be-
cause under the number one goal of enhancing awlkdge
and understanding of climate change, it's absagtuteitical
when it comes to taking action to reduce what isuaing in
our environment today and to take advantage of xppities,
as well, as a result of climate change coming 6that.

There were some comments made, | believe, by th& ML
for Klondike just wondering where our governmetnsts with
respect to recognizing changes going on in Yukamigiron-
ment. I've always said for many years that addngssiimate
change is and continues to be a priority for thergBloment of
Yukon and, in fact, that's why we came up with arpthat
consists of some 33 various actions, and from tfatourse,
there are a number of initiatives underway to asklrdimate
change and all the changes that are happeningrierotron-
ment.

It is no secret that we are experiencing many césugyp-
ing on in our environment. We just heard some disitun
about permafrost degradation and the impact thathza on
our buildings, infrastructure, transportation cdors, even our
communications, telecommunications infrastructund ather
initiatives.

We talked about the Alaska Highway and the tremasdo
amount of research that is transpiring along tratidor in
collaboration with the University of Alaska and tbaiversity
of Laval, for example, and how the Department ofitays
and Public Works is taking advantage of the opputyuto
work with these various partners to come up witlitsans so
that we can also export those solutions, share tiwém our
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counterparts in Alaska and many other circumpolarthern
regions that are also experiencing many of the saitiatives.

Today’s motion really speaks to just that. It spetkthe
importance of Yukon College and how it has evolvwetd a
hub of research excellence and how our governmehpeevi-
ous Yukon Party governments have been key in hglpkpe-
dite Yukon College’s vision in this regard. | wasry pleased
to be Minister of Environment at the time when Ynkgov-
ernment was working in collaboration with the cgéeand the
Council of Yukon First Nations in opening up theodoof the
Research Centre of Excellence.

We did this for the purposes of facilitating, caoeting
and distributing research in the Yukon — reallys@ing that
information gets to the people who need and wi iisl speak
to those individuals here in the Yukon. It's no mige that
each and every year, there are a number of séepiimits
that are issued by the Government of Yukon foraeders to
come and exercise and conduct research on a nyfididfer-
ent initiatives — from permafrost — like we weresjualking
about — transportation — to the changes in, fomgda, the
spruce bark beetle and the impact that that isnigaeh con-
tinuous northern tree populations, and the listsgoe. So, for
many years, we've had the opportunity of hostingsth re-
searchers. It really made a lot of sense for YuRotiege to be
able to evolve to the fact that we could becomehthile of re-
search, that we could actually, in fact, do a lorento collabo-
rate and coordinate our research efforts so thatveeldn’t
lose that.

We wouldn’t be able to lose that as a result oéaeshers
coming and going, but in fact, now researchers fadhover
the world can come to the territory and work witttie college
precincts or otherwise — and are able to facilithtg through
a number of different databases that have also ineete avail-
able, thanks to Government of Canada funding anéosb.
This is with the intent of focusing on adaptatiomdaagain,
also further attracting future leaders in applietkisce to join
the efforts here at home to find solutions and e¢odiit from
well-designed research programs that have beeria for
some time. Likewise, the creation of the Yukon CGlimate
Innovation is also very integral in helping to dieypethe re-
search development commercialization centre forettport of
new and innovative products and services. | thimt tve've
been able to come a long way in terms of joinirg ¢fforts of
many entities that are working in this regard thyloout the
territory, as | mentioned, to find those solutidreye at home
and to benefit from those programs that are dedvdry re-
searchers.

Connection with other researchers is absolutelggiratl,
and likewise, we also continue to encourage that-rmath
network approach to northern-based local fieldaese which
encourages links between the centre of excellemck agher
Arctic research stations— stations throughout tiheumpolar
north, not just here at home in Canada — and algurdvide
that really important link between southern uniiters and
research interests beyond that, throughout thedworl

So, again, it's great. It encourages partnershipegs been
able to help leverage funding by being able tcaattfunding

from other programs. These investments also helpxjmand
our knowledge base and energize the investmerheirknowl-
edge sector — the knowledge economy — as has laéen s

| also recall that a couple of years ago when fireate
change — or when the Research Centre was openinits up
doors — as a result, they made reference to daabasing
made available. | know that the centre was ablactaally be,
as | understand, the first of its kind north of ®0be able to
link into a computer network called the Canadianm@te
Change Scenarios Network.

It was really a computer node — | should say,iit ist—
to storehouse technical data used by researchestudy the
impact of climate change and how northerners aeptath to
it. So the Yukon server is part of a broader nekvairsites that
provide these climate change scenarios data. Agais,very
important in terms of being able to build on ousjpiétion ef-
forts and for building on what we were able to compewith
through theClimate Change Action Plan

As | mentioned, we have been able to leverage ne-f
ing from the Government of Canada; for examplehétp in
the cost of delivering new climate change researchhow we
can help support the development of these diffesepharios
as | referenced before — whether it's assessingevability,
the adaptive capacity of our forests, water resssire- as well
as completing this broader inventory of public @structure,
whether it be roads or buildings, and providingt thiaieprint
for steps forward after identifying those respeziiviorities.

So | just wanted to make mention of that item amalso
make reference to a number of other satellite rekenodes
throughout the territory as well, one being in Kleane coun-
try. The other one that comes to mind is Old Craw,well. |
recall that, a couple of years ago, the Governmoér@anada
did inject a substantive number of dollars — | éedi it was
over $2 million, if I'm not mistaken — toward thegrade of
some of these facilities so that we could also robdheir abil-
ity to continue to do their work in their respeetikegions, but
also to feed into the research centre as well inevghitehorse
at the college.

All of this bodes very well for the future. It's gd for our
economy. It helps diversify our economic base awddens —
it makes us a very attractive place, a destinatiolive and to
raise our families, and just provides that addaiaeason to do
business here in the territory.

I'm very supportive of this motion and want to coatg-
late the ministers of Economic Development and Btian for
their continued work in seeing this vision contirtoecome to
fruition and for providing long-term funding thatillwensure
the long-term sustainability of the knowledge settere in the
territory. Thank you.

Hon. Mr. Graham: | wasn't going to speak to this
particular motion, but | heard a few comments fritra initial
speaker from the NDP actually that make it impgeathat |
speak. She mentioned that the college was establisiran act
from the — or the college was built where it isdsy NDP gov-
ernment, but | go back a little bit further thamtthit's due to
the foresight of a Conservative government badkénmid-70s
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that the land was set aside for a college for énetory. And
then, to my lasting dismay, it took an NDP governtnto
screw up the system that we had set in place. étithe that
we set aside the last for Yukon —

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

Unparliamentary language

Speaker: Member for Riverdale South, on a point of
order.
Ms. Stick: | would just suggest that the language be

ing used by the member across is less than partiwmeat this
time.

Speaker: I'd have to agree with the member’'s com-
ment. It is less than complimentary. Perhaps th@ster could
rephrase that.

Hon. Mr. Graham: Okay, thank you.

It then took an NDP government to really foul up 8ys-
tem that we had put in place. At the time, there e@reat deal
of land set aside for the use of education at theeot college
site and we expected at the time that it would thecome en-
dowment lands. It was never created as endowmadsldn-
stead, thexukon College Aatvas put in place that, to this day,
has several flaws that | hope will be repairedhie very near
future. One of the good things that was accomptistigring
that time is the building was built on the top loé till where it
is today and | think that's one of the greatesetssthat the city
and the territory have.

It's very interesting to note that the Yukon Climdhno-
vation Centre and the Yukon Research Centre of llexme —
it was the first northern institution to receivetial Sciences
and Engineering Research Council of Canada elitilstatus,
which means that researchers working under reseguafts
from that institution — and they provide future easch grants
across the country — are eligible to operate outhefYukon
Research Centre as part of the Cold Climate Inmamva&entre.

It's also interesting to note that the Researcht@encold
climate innovation program a couple of years admetied a
fellow by the name of Dr. Guy Doré — he was a lagdCana-
dian permafrost researcher and | believe that reealso a pro-
fessor from McGill University in Montreal — to undeke
permafrost research on the north Alaska Highwayiriguhis
stay here, a course on permafrost in the Canadiatt nvas
developed in cooperation with Dr. Doré and folkstte Re-
search Centre. It was taught to a nhumber of prifieakengi-
neers from a number of places across northern @analdo
came specifically to the Yukon to take Dr. Doré@irse. That
course was accredited by McGill University. It waspost-
graduate course offered in the Yukon and it waméndous
success.

Innovation Centre, and the progress that we hawtenrathat
area, including the funding that we received tddbsome of
the buildings that are up there — | think that jtist a wonder-
ful thing and | look forward to seeing it progrésgshe years to
come. Thank you.

Hon. Mr. Cathers: I'd like to rise today in the House
to speak in support of this motion and to thankNtesnber for
Watson Lake for bringing it forward. | think oneirth that
'should be highlighted in this is that investingthis area of
research innovation and commercialization of colnate
technology is important, not only to strengthen aivkrsify
the Yukon economy, but it provides us with the apyaity for
the development of innovation and solutions andnetogy
that fit the Yukon needs that help us adapt to alenchange
and that help us deal with the general challengkeged to be-
ing in a cold climate.

Strengthening this area, through some of the wak has
gone on, in particular at the Yukon Cold Climatedwaation
Centre and Yukon Research Centre, play an importdatin
trying to facilitate a bit of a cluster of knowleglgnd innova-
tion to encourage the private sector also to baded on think-
ing of that themselves and to take the opportuigityork with
the centre in developing technologies and ideas @artng
them into action. So the Cold Climate Innovationntte,
through its programs, has had a number of projéasthere
has been work on. As members will know, the sucoesisese
fields is not always immediately measured in neshitwlogies.
Some new ideas and new solutions have emerged tingm
already, but simply having that focus of people oarfrom a
scientific perspective looking to develop bettecht@ologies,
creating that group of knowledge and that — fokla€a bet-
ter term — “cluster”. | know it's a term that hasdm, to some
extent, overused but if you look at areas wheresthave been
research centres, they can, if they become suctessdd to
real growth within the community around them andhini the
private sector around them — from people moving & area,
to scientists focusing within a physical area orrkivg on so-
lutions and ideas.

This is something that can contribute significartttythe
Yukon economy. Particularly when one looks at isslike
climate change, | think there’s a tremendous ot for the
Yukon to be a contributor to global knowledge instharea,
because we have seen some of the effects of cliohatege in
the Yukon and we have seen issues around permafielshg.
That work, both on the adaptation side and the ctildate
side, has the potential to be a contribution towoeld knowl-
edge base, not just the Yukon’s knowledge base.

I would like to point out a few accomplishmentsrfrdhe
Yukon Cold Climate Innovation Centre over recerdrge Be-

It goes to show how the Research Centre and thd Co|ng a relatively new group, they have become péthe na-

Climate Innovation Centre are able to leverage ifumdrom
other sources to provide an excellent serviceedefritory.

| had a couple of other things | wanted to add,lbwmbn’t
at this time. | support this motion completely.dntmend the
Member for Watson Lake for bringing it forward. Hiay
worked at the college for many years and seeinglévwelop-
ment of not only the Research Centre, but the @iichate

tional networks like the Association of Canadiann®@aunity
Colleges, National Research Council of Canada’s igaty
Committee — which is a group that supports reseatctol-
leges across the country. The Yukon Research Cesteived
its Natural Sciences and Engineering Research QafmCan-
ada eligibility, becoming the first northern coléegn Canada to
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achieve that distinction, and it also allows thekdi Cold
Climate Innovation Centre to apply in future forder federal
funding support through the NSERC program, as titerarm
is, and this is an opportunity that really leveagalditional
dollars on the federal side — or | should say lmesgotential
to leverage them — to really expand the work tBabrigoing
based out of the Yukon College site.

long-term benefits to that jurisdiction and thatmeounity
through attracting people in those fields to thegaato work
together as part of a group based out of that hub.

I'll be relatively brief in my comments here in tigof the
time. | want to thank the Member for Watson Lake gatting
this motion forward. | appreciate the indicatioorfr the mem-
bers across the floor of their support for this ot | think

There has been some expansion and developmenttef pahat passing this motion — | hope it will be unaaimsly

nerships including the offering of an advanced drast
course to the students of the Arctic Technology tfgern
Denmark, for their research efforts in Greenlanticlv again
is a small area, but it is something that provithes ability to
share some of the work that we are doing with ottreas in
the world where research is occurring.

Alternative energy knowledge from the centre wilaabe
shared with the Yukon government to help us witterahte
energy technologies that can be used here in tHernvuSo,
really the lessons learned and the experience gdiioen some
of this work has the potential for really addingaor knowl-
edge base going forward and being an importantgiestimu-
lating that research centre, that innovation arat #ffort to
build that knowledge base and to look at ways tmroercial-
ize it. If you look at examples, one that spring$rind is some
of the work that Northerm has done in their windeanufac-
turing, and the different ways they proceeded wlitn manu-
facturing. It has expanded beyond the Yukon torogineas and
has been of benefit not only to that company, lastimproved
energy efficiency in houses — not just in the Yukand con-
tributing again to the overall picture of energfi@éncy. The
need to have properly insulated homes and eneffigieat
windows is perhaps more obvious and more needethén
Yukon in order to reduce the loss of heat througbsé win-
dows, but only in areas of more moderate climatesdihat
technology become commercialized and spread furthel-
lows other areas to reduce their energy needs Hswéch
may not be as dramatic on an individual basis imensouthern
climates but do contribute overall to improved eyeeffi-
ciency and reducing both our energy use and caftatprint
across the country.

Again, that is just one small example, and in titeriest of
time, Mr. Speaker, I'm not going to spend a lotiofe on the
motion this afternoon, but | do think it's worthghiighting
this; it's worth noting the fact th&limate Change Action Plan
is very closely connected to the Yukon’s energyategy,
which falls under Energy, Mines and Resources. fEsearch,
innovation and commercialization of cold climateheology
also plays a very important role in minimizing #wergy usage
in Yukon homes and perhaps other applications ds we

These types of technologies, this work at the begmn
and expanding the work that is occurring reallyehaotential
that | think will probably not be fully realized thin the next
short period of time.

Some of these things can see obvious short-termitses
but really, in the longer term, if you look at aseahere there
has been a focus by universities or colleges oerotbsearch
centres on specific types of research, that foousesearch of a
specific type and innovation of a certain type, ceally lead to

passed by this House — is an important messagetfrerheg-
islative Assembly to people in these fields abdét tecogni-
tion of the importance of research, innovation @edhmer-
cialization of, particularly, the cold climate teciiogy men-
tioned in this motion, but also of other types esearch, other
types of technology.

With that, | commend this motion to the House.

Speaker: If the member now speaks, she will close
debate. Does any other member wish to be heard?

Ms. McLeod: I’'m very happy to see that all members
of the House are supporting this motion. Our investt in
technology, and especially cold climate researak,the poten-
tial to affect each one of us and improve our duatif life
while, at the same time, lessening our impact @ethviron-
ment, so | thank you.

Speaker:  Are you prepared for the question?
Some Hon. Members:  Division.
Division
Speaker:  Division has been called.
Bells

Mr. Clerk, please poll the House.

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: Agree.

Hon. Mr. Cathers: Agree.

Hon. Ms. Taylor: Agree.

Hon. Mr. Graham: Agree.

Hon. Mr. Kent: Agree.

Hon. Mr. Nixon: Agree.

Ms. McLeod: Agree.

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: Agree.

Hon. Mr. Dixon: Agree.

Mr. Tredger: Agree.

Ms. Moorcroft: Agree.

Ms. White: Agree.

Ms. Stick: Agree.

Mr. Elias: Agree.

Mr. Silver: Agree.

Clerk: Mr. Speaker, the results are 15 yea, nil nay.

Speaker:  The yeas have it. | declare the motion carried
unanimously.

Motion No. 81 agreed to

Speaker:
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GOVERNMENT BILLS

Bill No. 5: Third Appropriation Act, 2011-12 — Second
Reading

Clerk:
name of the Hon. Mr. Pasloski.

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: I move that Bill No. 5, entitled
Third Appropriation Act, 2011-12e now read a second time.

Speaker:
Bill No. 5, entitledThird Appropriation Act, 2011-12be now
read a second time.

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: I'm pleased to introduce Bill No.
5, Third Appropriation Act, 2011-12also referred to as the
2011-12Supplementary Estimates Nq.t@ this First Session
of the 3% Legislative Assembly. As identified in thEhird
Appropriation Act, 2011-12the 2011-12Supplementary Esti-
mates No. Drovides sums required of $7,573,000. These su
required are offset by sums not required of $10@B2 Mem-
bers of the Legislature will have noted that a sdewarrant
was issued March 7 in the amount of $7,573,000. ddatci-
dently, the amounts authorized by the special wamee iden-
tified in theThird Appropriation Act, 2011-12

Members opposite may appreciate that through Thisd
Appropriation Act, 2011-12the Legislature will be debating
and considering those additional expenditure itpnesiously
included in the special warrant. While the Legistatconducts
its business, the amount authorized by specialama®nsures
that government officials have the requisite legathority to
make the expenditures delegated and entrustectio. thilinis-
ters who are requesting supplementary budget appvall be
pleased to provide members of the Legislature with com-
plete details of their expenditure requirementghe depart-
ment-by-department, line-by-line review in generabate.

Today, | will limit my comments to a few major them
that will be of interest to the Legislature. | witlke this oppor-
tunity to provide a very brief overview of whatgrsupplemen-
tary estimate means to the Yukon government’s sumria
nancials. As noted previously, this supplementaajlscfor
sums required of $7.573 million and those are bffsesums
not required of $10.062 million for a net expenditof reduc-
tion of approximately $2.5 million. Total revenubave in-
creased by $4.527 million. After making the necessaljust-
ments to appropriately reflect the Yukon governriseratc-
counting policies — which are in accordance with thublic
sector accounting standards, as required byYilieon Act—
we are reflecting an anticipated annual surplus2fatl-12 of
just over $29 million and forecast year-end netficial re-
sources — that is, as of March 31, 2012 — of aln$d& mil-
lion. We are fiscally healthy.

As | have stated previously, our government is inoai-
tion to effectively respond to the potential emeggpriorities
and pressures that accompany a growing and praspeon-
omy. As our government has done in recent yearshawe
taken the opportunity to identify &upplementary Estimates
No. 2those capital projects for which there are sigaifit an-
ticipated lapses and include those amounts in 82-23 main
estimates.

Second reading, Bill No. 5, standing in the

It has been moved by the Hon. Premier thaﬂr

These adjustments can be considered early revBies.
flecting these at this time serves to establishr@mpate vote
authority early in the 2012-13 fiscal year, ensgithat depart-
ments have the necessary spending authority asqgisopro-
gress through the summer months.

While individual ministers will be pleased to prdgimore
detail on these adjustments during general deltatee pro-
ects immediately come to mind where $7.785 milliemdenti-
ied as sums not required for the 2011-12, butireckided in
the 2012-13 budget.

Each of the Dawson City sewage treatment and distri
heating project, the electronic health records emtopnd the
arrest processing unit, previously called the se@gssessment
centre project. — these remain significant projéatsour gov-
ernment. We are utilizing the 2011-12upplementary Esti-
mates No. 2nd 2012-13 main estimates to allocate budgets to
the appropriate year to ensure that the work catirage unin-

mt‘('ierrupted on these investments. In total, approtéipa$9.7

million of the identified amounts as sums not regdiare in-
cluded in the 2012-13 budget. As | noted, individménisters
can provide further information during general deb@bvi-
ously, a significant reason for tabling supplemeestimates is
to provide the Legislature the opportunity to codesithose
departments requiring changes to their spendingoaity. This
second supplementary for 2011-12 provides that ppiby.

As | mentioned earlier, th€hird Appropriation Act, 2011-
12 provides for a total of $7.753 million increasquesding
authority for various departments, the majoritydfich is al-
located to the Department of Energy, Mines and Ress and
Department of Environment, with net increases aD3$2 mil-
lion and $3.2 million under their respective opienatand
maintenance votes. These increases support thengngfiforts
of Energy, Mines and Resources and Environmenteagasds
of the environment. In the case of Energy, Mined &e-
sources, an additional amount of just under $2lBomiis pro-
vided in the 2011-12 with respect to remediatidionts$ related
to the type 2 mine sites. This is a tremendous niakieg
where, in conjunction with Canada, the Departmédrirergy,
Mines and Resources has a significant role in riedyanini-
mizing, and preventing risk to human health andeheiron-
ment resulting from the historic mining activitiasthese sites.
I will take this opportunity to observe that thenediation of
these sites is a multi-year effort.

I remind members that one of the highlights of n@\L2-
13 budget speech was the increased allocation 20&t-12
main estimates of almost $25 million for type 2 migite
remediation, bringing the total for 2012-13 to a#n&50 mil-
lion. These are significant investments. | do, hesverecog-
nize that this is work that will take time; haviegid that, I, for
one, am pleased by the progress that is being made.

Moving on to the Department of Environment — t8isp-
plementary Estimates No.réflects $3.150 million that is to be
recorded in recognition of environmental liabilgiédentified
for the 2011-12 fiscal year. While the ministerIvaé pleased
to discuss the details during general debate, lltalie this op-
portunity to once again note that our governmemtinaes to
appropriately recognize our environmental liakghtiin accor-
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dance with the requirements of the Auditor Gendralorder
for the government to appropriately recognize aimede for
our environmental liabilities, the assessment wuekds to be
done in advance. This does make it very difficalbtidget for
liability recognition. By matter of convention amdurtesy to
the Legislature, the Yukon government has adoptedprac-
tice to identify a line item of one dollar for enmimental li-
abilities. One dollar signals to the LegislativesAmbly that
there is likely to be some as yet unknown futuluneements
to be brought forward when appropriate for consitien by
the Assembly.

Following the assessment work undertaken by theaBep
ment of Environment throughout the year, we hawewased
estimate of our environmental liabilities, requgithe Gov-
ernment of Yukon to appropriately recognize an taiaal
$3.15 million in the 2011-12 fiscal year. This apgeh is con-
sistent with the adopted practice of the Yukon goreent and
will satisfy the requirements of the Office of tAeditor Gen-
eral in fulfilling our obligations to record envinmental liabili-
ties.

A number of other departments are seeking revismn
their spending authority. However, in the interastime, | will
cut my comments short, but again note that indi@icinisters
will be pleased to provide detail during debatetfair respec-
tive portfolios.

Earlier in my comments, | observed that the Yukaw-g
ernment is in a strong financial foothold. Thisinsleed the
case. We continue to project an annual surplu2@drl-12 of
just over $29 million and our net financial resaposition is
forecast to be approximately $49 million at the efithe year,
March 31, 2012.

Net financial resources are the most importantcidir of
a government’s fiscal health and our net financedources
position is enviable. While most provincial andriterial gov-
ernments have net debt, meaning they owe morettteggnare
currently capable of paying, this is not the cas¢he Yukon.
We have the cash and other financial assets tooffaall our
obligations. This is significant, as it allows aywvernment to
be flexible in timing our investment decisions. Ouery
healthy net financial resource position has prayide and will
continue to provide our government the opportutnitynake
significant capital and program investments tolibeefit of all
Yukoners. Our strong net financial resource posispeaks to
the future as we move through our mandate.

We look forward to leading Yukon through the vasou
challenges that we may face. | am proud of the YiuRarty's
achievements. We, as Yukoners, continue to be peditioned
for the future. As | have indicated throughout ngmenents,
ministers who are requesting supplementary budgptoaal
will be pleased to provide members of the Legiskatwith the
complete details of their expenditure requirementshe de-
partment-by-department, line-by-line review in getheebate.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. As Minister of Finance,ohe
mend these supplementary estimates for consideratjothe
Legislative Assembly.

Ms. Moorcroft: It is my pleasure to rise in general
debate on the second supplementary for 2011-12ebalbof
the Official Opposition.

It's interesting that the special warrant was issust days
before the Legislative Assembly convened when theem-
ment had brought forward a supplementary budget ionDe-
cember. So let's look now at what this supplemsntaes.

As the Minister of Finance indicated in his remairtkere
is no change to a modest surplus of $29 million tede’s an
increase in net financial resources to $49 milliachieved
through restating the amount that capitalized ass®t depreci-
ating. This would be largely due to a reductiorthie capital
budget by $9 million.

The operation and maintenance budget is up neériyif
lion, $2 million of which is in recoveries. The O&Mcreases
we see are in Environment at $3.2 million; Eneigines and
Resources of $2 million, which is all recovered; Emlucation,

a $1-million increase in public schools; Yukon HiogsCorpo-
ration, $500,000; and Community Services, $500,000.

Environment’s budget increase is largely due to3a $
million increase for environmental liabilities aremediation. |
will review theHansardrecord to see the Minister of Finance’s
remarks and whether he covered all the areas thatilvwant
information for. | wonder if our remediation reginaad the
security held for remediation is adequate to previeture
Faros. This is important now that the Yukon hasisel full
liability for the mines licensed in the current boperiod.

It's interesting to note that the government, desgiie in-
creases in this supplementary, is spending leshe@mbepart-
ment of Environment for 2011-12 fiscal year tharsiforecast
to have spent in the 2010-11 fiscal year. I'm cusido hear an
explanation for this, given the Premier’s statenienhe House
during his budget speech of the increasing pressarethe
environment for more exploration and developmenthe De-
partment of Environment properly funded to safeduaur
water, land and wildlife in this period of greapgessure?

I notice significant deductions in land claims antple-
mentation secretariat of $488,700. | want to hearenabout
this.

The implementation of our final agreements is apdm
tant topic these days, given the government’s oeetsial
positioning on the Peel and the shadow it casts arel use
planning, which, of course, was a key element dflisg
Yukon land claims. Again, the Premier mentionedisbudget
speech the importance of settling land claims imseof the
current prosperity.

Energy, Mines and Resources O&M increases amount to
$2.3 million to the oil and gas and mineral researbudget.
I'm curious about how many more full-time equivatars or
FTE positions this is. How many more mine inspectare
there?

In information technology, there is almost $1 roitliless
in the information and communications technologighways
and Public Works budget for 2011-12 than was faedar
2010-11. Given the importance of information tedbgg, why
is this?
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The capital budget is down just over $9 milliondai7
million would have been from recoveries. These idesl of $3
million are found in Community Services; Health aBdcial
Services of $2.8 million; Justice, $2.3 million; kan Housing
Corporation, $1 million.

Looking at significant reductions in capital, thexee de-
lays in the Dawson sewage treatment and distriatitg Has

The departments that were not debated in 20114 gharPub-
lic Service Commission, the Executive Council OdficFi-
nance, Yukon Housing Corporation, Yukon Liquor Guogs
tion, Yukon Development Corporation, the Ombudsraanf-
fice, the Elections office, Highways and Public \W&grand the
Child and Youth Advocate office.

Mr. Speaker, during our Official Opposition’s onggi

that been what reduced the Community Services alapittour through the Yukon, talking to and listening ditizens’

budget? I'd like to hear why this is and get anatpdon this
project.

There’s a capital reduction of $2.4 million for tBanada
Health Infoway, which are electronic health recordsthis a
contribution from Canada? I'd like more informati@bout
this, the new timeline, what is hoped is achieved whether
new efficiencies will be created which will savealib care
dollars.

There is a capital reduction of $2.4 million forstloe —
the arrest processing unit — much of which wasame from
Canada. Why is there a delay on these expenditures?

There is also a capital reduction of $1 million foukon
Housing Corporation under “Joint Ventures” undefféddable
Housing.” This would be a recovery from Canadas trfou-
bling to see a reduction in the Housing Corporatiomiget,
particularly given that there are $13 million foffaadable
housing sitting in the Yukon government’s bank agto

Revenues are up $4.5 million. This is largely dadn-
creases in taxes, which are offset by declinespital funding
recoveries. Corporate income taxes are up $5 mibiod per-
sonal income taxes are up $1.1 million. | woulcelito hear
what explains this rise and whether any of this leamttributed
to extractive resource development and exploration.

| don’t want to spend a lot of time in general deba will
be the only speaker for the Official Opposition @asi at this
time. This supplementary budget is small compa@dhe
nearly $1.2-billion 2012-13 main estimates, to vahiee need
to devote much of our collective attention.

There has been a worrying trend in recent years thit
Legislative Assembly not thoroughly debating hugeants of
government spending. Just to take a look at thebeusnfor a
moment: in the main estimates for 2009-10, which $#1.003-
billion budget, 27 percent of that budget was reftated, for a
total of $273 million. The departments not debatezte the
Executive Council Office, Justice, Yukon Housingr@mra-
tion, Community Services, the Yukon Liquor Corpaat the
Yukon Development Corporation, the Ombudsman, tlee-E
tions Office, and the Yukon Legislative Assembly.

For the main estimates of 2010-11, there was a7$1.0
billion budget and 46 percent of that budget wasdebated —
a total of $460 million. The departments that weot debated
in the 2010-11 main estimates were Public Servioe@is-
sion, Justice, Finance, Yukon Housing Corporatigokon
Liquor Corporation, Yukon Development Corporatiotine
Ombudsman’s office, the Elections office, EnviromteEn-
ergy, Mines and Resources; Highways and Public \8/cakd
the Child and Youth Advocate office.

For the main estimates of 2011-12, that was a $4ilG6n
budget and 20 percent of that was not debated —3 #flfion.

concerns and priorities, Yukoners were shockecdetr that so
much money is spent without proper scrutiny by MLiAghis
Assembly.

The board of directors of a business would not appra
billion-dollar budget plus without thorough debatmd the
Yukon public wants to see their representativeskimgr hard
to provide oversight and ensure their money is spisely and
responsibly. It is incumbent on all members in thésembly to
work together and organize our time well so thatcae debate
the territory’s finances. We can’t continue theagtiae of the
last three years of skipping debates on entirertiepats.

We look forward to moving into Committee of the Wino
debate when we can ask questions and get mor¢ fletaithe
government on these supplementary estimates. Tywank

Mr. Elias: It's a privilege to rise on behalf of the Lib-
eral Caucus to participate in the general debatSupplemen-
tary Estimates No. for 2011-12 I'm going to be very brief in
my comments, and seeing the time, | had bettetr tsi&img.

When the government’s expected revenues and expendi

tures change through the course of the year, thplementary
budget adjusts for those changes. As MLAs, we ranstver to
our constituents about how their government is dpentheir
money. We must also answer to them about how tlverge
ment’s plans for their money have changed over tintgch is
why | rise today to speak to the supplementaryresttis tabled
in the House this week.

This supplementary budget includes both expensat th
were higher than expected and expenditures tha plenned,
but never took place. Both situations require comtmand |
will start with the government’s cost overruns.

The government failed to control operation and teain
nance costs in several key areas. Combined, therY tdous-
ing Corporation and the Departments of Communityviges;
Education; Energy, Mines and Resources; Environmamd
Health and Social Services went over their budggtever $7
million. Allow me to be clear, these departmentsedaellent
work and we support their personnel in their effothey must
have adequate resources to do that important wurk,we
must determine what those resources are aheathef-t be-
fore we spend the money — instead of playing catch-
through supplementary budgets.

Similarly, there are expenditures that didn’t ukitely take
place when they should have. That is because, wgthdhe
government promised to get the project done, tladed to
undertake them or complete them. As a result, tdgbted
money didn’t get spent. That is poor project managg and
not good financial management. Capital lapses foake in
Community Services, Justice, Yukon Housing Corponat
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Health and Social Services, and Highways and PWhlicks.
Those totaled over $9 million.

Projects included in that amount are ones that'djgho-
ceed as anticipated in the original budget. Theguthe the
delayed Dawson City sewage treatment and distiettihg.
Almost a quarter of that project’'s work didn’t gdbne as
promised. Similarly, $2.4 million wasn'’t spent om @ectronic
health records project in Health and Social Sesridde gov-
ernment members will remember the former Auditon&al
of Canada’s concerns: “The department does not havem-
prehensive health information system to collect plete and
accurate health data.” The Auditor General alseediotThe
department’s systems aren’'t compatible with eablbroand the
department does not integrate this information&atly, there
is a need to respond to this shortcoming and isagpointing
that the government failed to do so.

In the Department of Justice, the government faiied
complete the arrest processing unit, as promisedhadt case,
60 percent of the project’'s budget wasn’t spentchhells us
the degree to which the government has failed liwateon this
item.

In closing, while the concerns | raised earlier sggous, |
will conclude by commending the government on thlative
accuracy of their 2011-12 surplus and accumulateglss
estimates. In past years, the main budget has pedirsur-
pluses and Yukoners have been sorely disappointiddefi-
cits eventually handed down to them.

The Yukon government benefits from hugely generous

federal transfer payments, and last year, the gowent pro-
duced a mere $135 million in own-source revenuéghti-
eight percent of the budget was paid for by othersstly Ot-
tawa. With such a generous allowance, there isxcose for
the recent deficits Yukoners have had to bear ahdpk that
we will see no further deficits from this governrhdralso look
forward to getting into the details with individuatdinisters in
Committee of the Whole.

So | thank you, Mr. Speaker. Those are my comniemts
today.

Hon. Ms. Taylor:
few comments in support of this particular bill tiebefore the
Legislative Assembly. | appreciate hearing theregéng re-
marks coming from members opposite. Housed withiirofa
our respective departments are a number of verpitapt ex-
penditures, including my own Department of CommySer-
vices. | think that if you look at each of theispective expen-
ditures in response to the members across the még@ne of
the comments that have been made, the Premier iezslya
outlined in great detail some of the expendituned some of
the rationale that culminate in bringing forth tlsispplemen-
tary budget. This is part of governing.

| can say with great pride that | thank and exteadheart-
felt gratitude to each of the public servants wheehput a lot
of time and a lot of effort into assembling budgaish as these
and for ensuring that budgets are brought on timé an
budget. A number of circumstances have to do wérhaps
not being able to meet that particular project tireeand, of

course, we’'ll get into each of the specific departts when it
comes up for debate when we get into further gecletzate.

| just wanted to say, in the Department of CommuSBir-
vices, however, that there are expenditures foremwatpply
upgrades for Old Crow — something that has beernhé
works for some time and, in fact, when you takeaklat that
expenditure and the expenditure that is housedmiitie 2012-
13 budget, as well — the capital estimates — it& ghy of $5
million, if I'm not mistaken. That is to go towadtinking “wa-
ter upgrades and solid-waste improvements and iaddit
monies for rural roads.

Many of these projects have been in the works fones
time. It takes planning, design and then ultimatgyng into
construction, but for a number of factors it maguiee addi-
tional monies or it may require additional timelie able to
complete the project on time and on budget.

Mr. Speaker, seeing the time, | move that we adjale-
bate.

Speaker: It has been moved by the Minister of Com-
munity Services that debate be now adjourned.

Motion to adjourn debate on second reading of Rill. 5
agreed to

Hon. Mr. Cathers: I move that the House do now ad-
journ.

Speaker: It has been moved by the Government House
Leader that the House do now adjourn.
Motion agreed to

Speaker:
tomorrow.

This House stands adjourned until 1:00 p.m.

The House adjourned at 5:30 p.m.
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