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Yukon Legislative Assembly
Whitehorse, Yukon
Thursday, March 22, 2012 — 1:00 p.m.

Speaker: I will now call the House to order. We will
proceed with prayers.

Prayers

DAILY ROUTINE

Speaker:  We will proceed at this time with the Order
Paper.
Tributes.

TRIBUTES
In recognition of World Water Day

Hon. Mr. Dixon: Mr. Speaker, | rise today to pay
tribute to World Water Day, which of course flowgdnody-
namically with my tribute to Canada Water Week iearhis
week.

World Water Day reminds us how valuable our water r
sources are and the responsibilities that come lbéthg stew-
ards of this resource. A clean and secure supplwaiér is
essential to our health, our vibrant communitied #re envi-
ronment that supports them.

Water is also central to growing our food and t® dipera-
tion and growth of our resource sector, such ascualtire,
energy, mining and forestry. Some industries, saglagricul-
ture and placer mining, depend entirely on the |laldity of
water.

Access to safe, clean drinking water is essenhfst
Yukoners receive their water through a large putblinking
water system that is regulated through Ehblic Health and
Safety Actdrinking water regulations.

Supply and distribution is undertaken by the Yulgov-
ernment, municipalities, First Nation governmeats] it varies
by community. Many Yukoners also have private wellkells
can provide safe, reliable sources of water forilias and
businesses not serviced by large public drinkingewaystems
or truck delivery. Programs exist to help homeowrfarance
well construction.

Yukon's water resources are also affected on g thaisis
by our changing climate. Water is linked inextrilyatvith cli-
mate. The warming trend recorded over the pastdéeshows
up in changing precipitation patterns, widespreaglting of
snow and ice, increases in atmospheric water vagioaugh
increasing evaporation and changes in soil moistacerunoff;
however, it is difficult to pinpoint exactly howiglate change
is affecting the hydrological cycle at the Yukomlgcamong all
the other variables that affect climate or watebaih.

While there is broad agreement that changes affgcti
Yukon water resources will occur, they vary frongiom to
region. Our government remains committed to devetp@
Yukon water strategy for Yukon that will providense guid-
ance to the many departments and branches of goeatrthat
have a role in managing water resources. We hagieativater
strategy will guide us forward to better understand manage

our groundwater, to maintain access to safe drinkater for
Yukoners and to plan for the water needs now artddrfuture.

To date, our government has developed an innovétivle
for disseminating information about Yukon's watesources,
which iswww.yukonwater.caThere is information about how
water is used, managed and monitored.

In closing, the Government of Yukon is committed to
maintaining and enhancing the quality of Yukon’sumal re-
sources, including our freshwater resources foisgme and
future generations.

In recognition of World Tuberculosis Day

Hon. Mr. Graham: | rise in the House today to ask
my colleagues to join me in recognizing March 24Vésrld
Tuberculosis Day. The theme this year is “Stop mBur life-
time.” World TB Day provides the opportunity to seiaware-
ness about this global epidemic and efforts to iakte the
disease.

One-third of the world’s population is currentlyféated
with the germ that causes TB. On World TuberculBsiy, you
can make an individual call to stop TB in your fiiflee. There
are two types of TB: latent and active. People wittive TB
have the germ and are sick with the disease. Thay infect
others. People with latent TB have the germ, big dormant.
Healthy people have about a 10-percent chance \alajgng
active TB during their lifetime. Infected people avlare also
immune suppressed have a much higher risk of dpiejahe
active disease.

TB can affect any part of the body but most oftersi
found in the lungs. When people who have pulmonBBy
cough or sneeze, they can propel the germs intcathand
people who share the same airspace with them megnie
infected by inhaling the germs. In 2010, 8.8 millipeople
worldwide became ill with TB and 1.4 million of timedied. In
2011, the Yukon had four cases of TB, two of whad hctive
TB in their lungs and a total of 52 contacts betwdem. Con-
tact tracing conducted by the Yukon CommunicablseBses
Control unit identifies family, friends and co-wers of TB
patients.

Preventive treatment can reduce by 90 percentiskeof
the person developing active TB. Successful préverteat-
ment of even one person can lessen the threat dbifBun-
dreds of people in a community. If we hope to st&in our
lifetime, we need to ensure that all TB cases aed tontacts
with latent disease receive treatment.

I encourage those who are affected by TB, whethtent
or active, to take steps to protect their familyg driends by
accepting the treatment offered to them. Effecfiveventive
therapy can stop TB in our lifetime.

In recognition of World Water Day

Ms. White: | rise today on behalf of the Official Op-
position to pay tribute to World Water Day. Watsrlife. We
are mostly water. Water is something all life hascommon.
Water is something wars are fought over and pebale died
for, and continue to die for.

This is Canada Water Week, supported by the RogakB
of Canada Blue Water Project. Since 2007, RBC le&s [sup-



388

HANSARD

March 22, 2012

porting organizations worldwide that protect wabteds or
ensure access to clean drinking water. The comjmralso
encouraging the growth of water businesses in Nartterica.
This year's Canada Water Week theme is “Discover yeater
footprint.” It encourages individuals to consideater embed-
ded in the food and other products we use, combivigdwa-

ter we use in our homes, to amount to our totaipidat. This
is a wonderful activity to raise consciousness abaier use.

Individual and residential use accounts for 14 eerof
Canada’s annual water intake. According to the dvhati
Round Table on the Environment and the Economynéteral
resource sectors in Canada collectively accounthi@other 86
percent of the total water intake in Canada. Sayoase think
also of those industries that make up Canada’saugrand
that depend so much on Canada’s water to condatt bibsi-
ness and make money — oil and gas, agricultureingiand
manufacturing.

Canada Water Week is a relatively new celebrationas
ter from coast to coast to coast, taking placettive week of
March to coincide with the special events for thid World
Water Day on March 22, which was started in 1993day’s
World Water Day theme is “Water and Food Securit@h
July 28, 2010, the United Nations General Assenrefsiylicitly
recognized the human right to water and sanitati@knowl-
edging they are essential to the realization ohathan rights.
The Government of Canada did not support this utisol.

On the planet, there is a fixed amount of waterer€&his
one water. Constantly renewed through the hydrawiite, this
one water may be what we have in common, but taerealif-
ferent values assigned to it. Between them, CanAfdder
Week and World Water Day cover the full breadtthofman-
ity’s very important debate over water. On the bagad, as part
of its Blue Water Project, RBC is encouraging tmewgh of
water businesses in North America, and on the ottzerd,
across the planet, water-deprived peoples everyenduer [0ok-
ing to the UN resolution on the right to water agaanework
for water management and distribution.

Humanity's current discussions about water are ahow
we value it. Water business is about marketingsraled about
putting a price on water. Incentives for water nggment will
flow from the price we put on it, and economic Hésepre-
sumably will trickle down.

In an effort to support business right now, ourefed gov-
ernment can use schedule 2, a loophole in the nm@tsihg
effluent regulation of the feder&isheries Actlt allows metal
mining corporations to make use of lakes and riargoxic
dump sites. Once added to schedule 2, healthyvirssh lakes
lose all environmental protections. Others consttlermarket
framework unsuitable for water management. Theytsalthe
potential to profit from water increases with itsagcity, and
this is why the market rules are not well-suited i@ater con-
servation, protection and management.

Many peoples consider water as priceless — invé&tuab
They think of water in nature’s framework that ddess
broader ecosystem needs that can’'t be measured ieca
nomic ledger or as part of the gross domestic mbdtate-
ment.

As we consider this discussion in the Yukon, we kou
like to pay tribute today to the visionary and imsg work of
the Yukon River Inter-Tribal Watershed Council, reagp of
70 First Nations. Their mission serves all lifemly put, in 50
years, they want to be able to drink directly fréime Yukon
River. With this mandate, they have started thekwor be
good stewards of the Yukon River watershed anttiliataries
and restore and preserve its health for the beokfitture gen-
erations.

On this World Water Day we celebrate and pay tebtot
the Yukon River Inter-tribal Watershed Council.

In recognition of Yukon Council on DisABILITY

Hon. Mr. Nixon: Mr. Speaker, | rise today in the
House to pay tribute to the Yukon Council on DisRBlY
and the upcoming fDannual Disability Expo, which they
spend a great deal of time organizing for the mubli

The continued success of this expo is a tributéGED it-
self and to the individuals living with disabilifen the Yukon.
This year’s theme is “Together for a better world”.

We are fortunate to have a very vocal community itz
us know what we can all do together to make thiseter
community. Similarly, people with disabilities agetting edu-
cated; they are working; they are dealing with fgngsues,;
and they are enjoying living in this community, afhile cop-
ing with a disability. They don’'t ask for handouis special
favours; they simply want to be treated with dighitespect
and equality.

Please join me and other MLAs at the event thisir§aty,
March 24 at the Canada Games Centre where more2ban
exhibitors will be present to answer your questiand share
information related to disability issues such aseasibility,
transportation, workplace and education, just to@a few.

You will be able to try your hand at wheelchair ketball
and to use those same hands to learn a few phrasigs lan-
guage. It's a whole new world out there and we khbe very
proud of that.

In recognition of World Water Day

Mr. Elias: | rise today on behalf of the Liberal caucus
to pay tribute to World Water Day 2012. Yukon jadnwith
other provinces and territories during Canada'osdcannual
Water Week starting March 17 and culminating today
World Water Day. This international day to celebrditesh
water was recommended at the 1992 United NationgeGo
ence on Environment and Development. The UnitedoNst
responded by designating March 22 as World Watey. Da
World Water Day is a means of focusing attentiontfoe im-
portance of fresh water and advocating for the asnable
management of freshwater resources.

This year's Canada Water Week theme is “Discover yo
water footprint.” Water is an important resourceuieed to
sustain human life and ecosystems. A water fodtpsna
means of measuring our direct and indirect wateramsl in the
process, promotes the protection of fresh wat&anada from
coast to coast to coast.

Climate change is associated with higher globalpena-
tures and increasingly erratic weather patternsh sas
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droughts, tornadoes, cyclones and floods. By inipgcthe
availability and distribution of rainfall, snowmegltiver flows
and groundwater, climate-related disasters carupliswater
supplies, cause deterioration of water quality trdgsagricul-
tural sources and cripple infrastructure.

Less than one percent of the Earth’s water is Islaitéor
drinking and one in eight people do not have cldenking
water and 40 percent of those live in Sub-Saharficad Un-
safe drinking water causes water-borne diseas&swihout
access to clean water, world health is in jeopahdyCanada,
our vast country is home to some of the largesstrheautiful
and economically important rivers and lakes inwuweld. The
protection and conservation of our water resours@gowing
globally to ensure future resiliency. Access andilability of
freshwater resources are of crucial importancenéoenviron-
ment, economy, health and prosperity of communitvesid-
wide.

We must protect safe and reliable community watgr- s
plies. We must encourage sustainable use of waseurces to
ensure human and ecosystem needs are met. We must b
sponsible water stewards to ensure safe and se@iez sup-
plies for all Canadians. We must strive for healtlgrs, living
lakes and protected watersheds.

Not only is water essential to our very lives siteéssential
for future generations. Nature, wildlife and ecdeyss also
depend on a sustainable, clean water supply. Wédwike to
acknowledge and thank all Yukoners who are resptmsiti-
zens and respectful of our water systems and ativaoan-
agement of our water.

On a personal note, Mr. Speaker, | can’t associatier
without thinking of my respected late elder Johe Byikavi-
chik, who passed on last year.

During the very first Peel River Watershed Advisory

planning meeting in Dawson City — | believe it wsis years
ago — he made a water speech that was absoluteigdible.

He talked about the need for water from the smiabemble-
bee to the biggest blue whale. | will never fortfeit speech
and the influence it had on the planning procesdll lleave it

with that, Mr. Speaker. Thank you.

Speaker:  Introduction of visitors.

INTRODUCTION OF VISITORS

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: Mr. Speaker, | rise today, with
your indulgence, to introduce the U.S. Consul Galpéran-
couver, Anne Callaghan, and also Charles Smith, ishitne
public affairs officer for the U.S. Consulate Gealeoffice in
Vancouver, B.C. They have been in Yukon this wegkhe
Yukon is part of their jurisdiction of British Catwbia and
Yukon. Just earlier today, | had the honour toespnt Yukon-
ers to receive a plaque on behalf of all citizehshe United
States of America, acknowledging support and thdaksur
efforts and role that we played during the territééey of Sep-
tember 11, 2001. | would ask all of my colleaguesehto not
only welcome our guest to this Chamber, but toYh&on as
well.

Applause

Hon. Mr. Kent: It's my pleasure to rise today to wel-
come long-time Yukoner and long-time volunteer viltk Ca-
nadian Cancer Society, Mr. Gerry Whitley.

Applause

Hon. Mr. Kent: I'd also like to remind Yukoners that
next week the symbol of the Canadian Cancer Soeietthe
daffodils — arrive in Whitehorse, and | encouragergone to
purchase daffodils as their support to fight bagkimast this
terrible disease.

Speaker: | would like to introduce Tracy-Anne
McPhee, Yukon Ombudsman and Information and Privacy
Commissioner. We'’re pleased to have her join uayddr the
tabling of her reports. We also appreciate her cament and
her dedication to the offices she holds.

Applause

Speaker:

TABLING RETURNS AND DOCUMENTS

Speaker: Under tabling returns and documents, the
Chair has for tabling th2011 Annual Report of the Ombuds-
man and the2011 Annual Report of the Information and Pri-
vacy Commissioner

Are there any further returns or documents forita3l

Are there reports from committees?

Are there any petitions?

Are there any bills to be introduced?

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS
Bill No. 39: Introduction and First Reading

Hon. Ms. Taylor: I move that Bill No. 39, entitled
Business Law Amendment Abe now introduced and read a
first time.

Speaker: It has been moved by the Minister of Com-
munity Services that Bill No. 39, entitl®lsiness Law Amend-
ment Actbe now introduced and read a first time.

Motion for introduction and first reading of Bill &N 39
agreed to

Tabling reports and documents.

Bill No. 40: Introduction and First Reading

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: I move that Bill No. 40, entitled
Act to Amend the Financial Administration Abe now intro-
duced and read a first time.

Speaker: It has been moved by the Hon. Premier that
Bill No. 40, entitledAct to Amend the Financial Administration
Act, be now introduced and read a first time.

Motion for introduction and first reading of Bill &N 40
agreed to

Bill No. 38: Introduction and First Reading

Hon. Mr. Graham: I move that Bill No. 38, entitled
Act to Amend the Child Care Adte now introduced and read a
first time.

Speaker: It has been moved by the Minister of Health
and Social Services that Bill No. 38, entitladt to Amend the
Child Care Actbe now introduced and read a first time.
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Motion for introduction and first reading of Bill &N 38
agreed to

Bill No. 36: Introduction and First Reading
Hon. Mr. Kent: I move that Bill No. 36, entitledct

probably already noticed, there is money in our dafidfor
housing for FASD clients, and we will be going athesith
that.

Ms. Stick:
answer. | just would like to confirm with him thite allocated

| would like to thank the minister for his

to Amend the Liquor Acbe now introduced and read a first $2,950,000 that was in the capital plan project remain in

time.
Speaker:
ble for the Yukon Liquor Corporation that Bill N6, entitled

Act to Amend the Liquor Acbe now introduced and read a

first time.
Motion for introduction and first reading of Bill &N 36
agreed to

Speaker:
Are there any notices of motion?

NOTICES OF MOTION
Mr. Tredger: | give notice of the following motion:

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon te de

velop a comprehensive water strategy based on ihenvof
the Yukon River Inter-Tribal Watershed Council, ahiis, “to
be able to drink water directly from the Yukon Rivend,
toward the fulfillment of this vision, commit to:
(1) prioritizing watershed sustainability;
(2) creating a full inventory of Yukon's water resoes;
(3) gathering baseline data of Yukon’s water resesir
(4) including elders’ knowledge and traditional |aamd
(5) creating clear and enforceable standards fimkidig
water and to govern industrial use.

Speaker:
there a statement by a minister?
This brings us to Question Period.

QUESTION PERIOD
Question re: FASD supportive housing

Ms. Stick:
pressed concern that the government had annoumcegpan-
sion project for Options for Independence whilevdas under
investigation. We heard of substantial issues \@tions for
Independence, including questions about the operaif the
board, the safety of residents and the fairnesvicfions.

The Minister of Health and Social Services assurethat
a Management Board submission would proceed artcséva
eral conditions would be met prior to any fundiagitg place.
Can the Minister of Health and Social Services jgews with
an update about the Management Board submissioluding
what conditions were met by OFI, and how?

Hon. Mr. Graham:

are still a few issues with respect to Optionslfatependence

being in good standing with th8ocieties ActUntil those is-
sues are cleared up, we will be delaying, for atstime, the
14-unit expansion.

Are there any further bills to be introduced?

If there are no further notices of motion, is

the budget for that project.
It has been moved by the minister responsi- g proj

Hon. Mr. Graham: The Management Board did ap-
prove funding for $2 million from the Yukon Housi@prpo-
ration to provide a mortgage to OFI once they Hhedr issues
cleared up. There will also be some money comimguidh
from CMHC'’s affordable housing initiative — agaiorice the
issues with OFI are cleared up.

Ms. Stick: Our territory is fortunate to have many
compassionate and skilled front-line workers antunizers.
The experience and expertise of organizations tile Fetal
Alcohol Syndrome Society of Yukon, Yukon Associatifor
Community Living, People First Society and Challersinould
be included in the conceiving and designing of hoyeptions
for individuals with fetal alcohol spectrum disorder with
mental disabilities.

We want to be assured that the Minister of Heatith So-
cial Services has consulted and worked with alhaiges.

My question: how is the minister including the estjze of
these groups in all long-term capital planning Hiousing op-
tions for individuals with fetal alcohol spectrunisarder or
with mental disabilities?

Hon. Mr. Graham: We have an ongoing dialogue
with many of these groups, including the homelessrgroup
here in the city. | am trying to meet with them am ongoing
basis. We hope that once the issues with the Opfioninde-
pendence Society are cleared up, we will be ablprtezeed
with the construction of their building. Howevenget did pre-
sent a proposal — some time ago, actually — toYhkon
Housing Corporation, which was, at that time, ateg¢ms a
proposal for this building. Therefore, there midig some
planning that must be done with the board. Basic#ile op-

Mr. Speaker, last December the NDP ex-tjon for the independent plan that was presentesl tha one

that the money has been committed for.

Question re:  Youth homelessness
Ms. White:
that was on a bus in Vancouver. It said, “A logtwanders the
street and the neighbourhood is alerted; a homégsear-old
wanders the street and people really hope they tfiedcat.”
This is a stark reminder that homeless youth arénaisible
population and that society often gets more cawghtn the
day to day, without ever considering what happerdigplaced
youth. This has certainly been the case here iYth®n and it

Mr. Speaker, at this time there needs to change.

My question is this: is the Minister of Health aBdcial
Services aware of this problem and does he pladdoess it?

Hon. Mr. Graham: I think it almost goes without
saying that we are very aware that there is a pmbWe have

However, this government did make a commitmenhi t an interim youth shelter. It's not in an excellgaisition, per-

last election that we would be going ahead to ameethe sup-

ply of supported living units for adults with FAS@and we

intend to fulfill that commitment. As the memberpagite has

haps, and it's probably difficult for some youth go to that
shelter, but at the present time, we are contadtiegvarious
youth groups in the City of Whitehorse with a viewinclud-

| want to share with all present a poster
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ing them in any planning for any new options foroaith shel-
ter in the city.

Ms. White:
almost already answered this, but with all the eepee of all
our local youth organizations, with all the dataythave col-
lected over the years and with their insight ititis imatter, will
the minister, as he just has, commit in this Hotaday, to
speak to these organizations and take an immediatative
action to find a solution that works for youth befdhe snow
flies this next winter?

Hon. Mr. Graham:
week | gave direction to my department to conthet\tarious
youth groups in Whitehorse. | think all of them wenentioned
in the motion yesterday. My department is in thecpss of
getting a meeting together with those groups arild wfficials.
| hope to make an appearance there myself, othiersdoermit-
ting. At that time we will discuss what we will @®ing in the
future.

Question re:
Mr. Silver:
have a housing crisis in the Yukon. Rental accomatiods are
scarce and expensive. No one is interested in ibgilcental
properties, and this has been identified by bothwhitehorse

Affordable housing

Chamber of Commerce and the Klondike Development Ort

ganization. Many renters are forced to accept smiostrd
housing at high prices because they have nowheeetelgo.
Housing prices continue to rise, and they are gaipgaster
than most Yukoners can afford. Last November, therame
Whitehorse price passed $450,000 — an increasdnufsa
$80,000 from the year before and $28,000 from theet
months before.

Before | go any further, | would like to make stinat the
minister is on the same page as Yukoners. Doesnthister
share the view that prices this high and rising flast do not
meet the housing needs in the Yukon?

Hon. Mr. Kent:
the floor of the Assembly, housing of course was,mie and a
number of my colleagues and I'm sure colleaguessacthe
floor, the number one issue that was identifiedhiany Yuk-
oners during the recent election. It's somethirg ththink we
as a government moved very quickly to address. days af-
ter we were sworn into Cabinet, the Premier madea@an
nouncement of an RFP for Lot 262 at the junctiorRahge
Road and Mountainview. We need to add stock; we teadd
lots; we need to increase the supply to addresgrile pres-
sures that are affecting the housing markets. hhettee Yukon,
our population has gone up. The economy has cadirta
boom over the past number of years and | thinlkatlions that
we showed two short days after being sworn in aigonent
Cabinet spoke to what we recognize as the numbepdaority
of Yukon, and that’'s housing.

Mr. Silver:
just an accidental mismatch between supply and ddnaad
it's more than an unfortunate side effect of owwvwgng econ-
omy.

The housing shortage is made worse by high loeprand,
as the minister opposite is aware, the governmastahlot to

Mr. Speaker, just earlier this

Mr. Speaker, there is no doubt that we

As | mentioned earlier this week on

The Yukon housing shortage is more than

do with creating these lot prices. For example,gbeernment
tried recently, and failed, to sell a Whitehorsep@er country

| thank the minister for the answer; he hasresidential lot for $200,000. That same lot waghmnmarket in

2007, 2008 and 2009. Back then, it was on thefdishalf as

much. The lots offered by this government in Kluams in

Klondike are further examples of failure of simgleonomics
— supply should meet the demand. Why this goveriisemt

doing more to offer incentives to the private set¢todevelop
lots and therefore create supply that does fitdds@mand is be-
yond me.

Does the minister think that government increasekot
prices will make the housing crisis better, or dbeghink that
these increases are going to make the situatiose®or

Hon. Mr. Cathers: What | would like to get empha-
sized to the Member for Klondike is, as my colleagjue min-
ister responsible for Yukon Housing Corporationid¢atied, this
is a high priority for the Yukon Party and for thetkon gov-
ernment. This is something that we identified ie #ection
campaign as one of our main areas of focus inrttaadate.
We have taken a number of steps, including theatiee ap-
proach to Lot 262 on Range Road — near the cormBiange
Road and Mountainview.

That lot will be proceeding very shortly toward thext
stages and tenders will be sought for developimag libt, with
he condition that a certain amount of affordaldeding has to
be developed on-site — a minimum number of unhat fs.
Again, what | would point out to the member, inereince to
the specific examples of costs he gave, is thatehdecisions
are made by officials in accordance with currentipg poli-
cies. Pricing policies and what goes into thatthinegs that my
colleagues and | will be looking at, because wesi®sT pro-
viding an adequate supply of affordable lots a viemgortant
part of ensuring that Yukoners have access togdfie hous-
ing opportunities.

Mr. Silver: Same answer — a different minister.
Yukoners understand that lot prices have gone lgi. &fter
all, they are the ones who are digging deeper agpet into
their pockets to actually pay for these highergsidNVhat they
can’t understand is why the government is effetfiwentrol-
ling the fair market value in lot prices in thisrritory. In
Whitehorse, lot prices have increased by 170 to pe@ent
since 2007 — 200 percent. There are 11 governn&nbking
developed in the northeast section of Dawson, &igl gov-
ernment is asking for $70,000 to $115,000 perWho is do-
ing their market research? The demographic lookimghous-
ing identified in local surveys cannot afford thieir salaries
have not increased 200 percent since 2007. Thertdepa’s
10-year failure to get lots to market created difi@al land
shortage in the territory. The territory is theestf France with
a population that is less than one-tenth of onegugrof that
population. We are chasing people out of this tnyi How
does the minister —

Speaker: Order please. The Minister of Community
Services.

Hon. Ms. Taylor: Mr. Speaker, as | articulated on the
floor of the Legislature yesterday and in days @a&stvell, this
government is very much committed to making affbiddand
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readily available, and we are working with our nuipal
stakeholders, and we are working with many othectuding
First Nation governments and so forth to make lavailable.

In fact, Mr. Speaker, that is why we have incorpedaap-
proximately $35 million in this year's budget thaé are cur-
rently debating on the floor of the LegislatureisTimoney is in
support of land development projects, ranging fiimtehorse
to Watson Lake to Mayo to Dawson City, Carmacks suachy
other areas as well.

In fact, we will be making available more than 3@8i-
dential properties by the end of 2013, least ofclwhwill in-
clude just over 100 lots being made available fidlisin phase
1 of the Whistle Bend subdivision here in Whitelgors

So rest assured — we recognize this is an issuamir-
tance and we remain committed to working on thimss gov-
ernment.

Question re:

Mr. Elias:
government today. Mr. Speaker, given the struggtemy
Yukoners experience finding stable, affordable hogysl will
return to the topic my colleague introduced hemayo Our
rising population drives up demand for housing. Wukon's
population has grown by 11.6 percent since 2006psi dou-
ble the rate in the rest of the country and doulbée Yukon’'s
rate in the five years before that.

Rising demand without rising supply creates risiegts.
It's the most basic economic process. Vulnerabigilfas are
getting squeezed out of the territory they call keand would-
be new Yukoners are discouraged from coming becthee
can't find a place to live.

How was the minister so unprepared for this indiaef-
fect on our housing market?

Hon. Ms. Taylor:
making housing available in the territory, the Goweent of
Yukon is very much committed to providing a continu of
housing options, ranging from the harder-to-howaaging to
continuing care; ranging to palliative care; totaccare; and of
course to housing and making land readily available

Housed within this year’s budget that we are culyeste-
bating there is approximately $35 million availalite land
development. That will equate to approximately 8@€idential
lots being made available by the end of 2013. Wiitamh, there
are monies available for second-stage housinghiose fami-
lies who are fleeing abuse. There are also additiomonies for
additional beds to be made available at Whiteh@saeral
Hospital, for the Thomson Centre for continuingecpurposes.
This government also builds on the 40-percent as®en the
social housing stock that the government has iedest in
recent years — again, over $100-million investmianprevi-
ous years. So, again, we recognize that this issoé utmost
importance to the Yukon and we are working to malae
available.

Mr. Elias:
ministers have missed today, because | have hesrd minis-
ters get on their feet today and say that housireghigh prior-

Affordable housing

ity, yet the line item the minister is talking albdwas been cut

and the five-year capital plan — long-term plan kere is no

Mr. Speaker, when it comes to

Well, here are a couple more facts that the

plan. It has one year in the long-term capital prathe budget.
Case in point: in their budget briefing they sdidttthis Yukon
Party government, for approximately four years nbas kept
$17 million out of the housing market — $17 milljoNir.
Speaker. That speaks for itself.

We have established that the government contiruésilt
to address Yukoners’ needs today and it ignoresgoowing
population’s housing needs and jacks up the pocethe few
lots available. Unfortunately, we also have sericoscerns
about the government’'s plan for the future. Liksaid, this
year’s long-term capital plan lays out how much mowill be
available to build new social housing units. Thisrenly $2.95
million in that budget. There is nothing for theayeafter that or
the year after that or the year after that. How imuoapital
money has the minister set aside for future years?

Hon. Ms. Taylor: Well, Mr. Speaker, actually if the
member opposite looks to future years out, theaddalem for
the line item associated with land developmentim territory

Housing seems to be a hot potato for theg o he rise. Much of the $35 million — approxielg $25

million — is going toward the first phase of WhestBend lot
development, to be made available this fall, tottime of about
112 lots being made available, with an additior&d Iots to be
made available the year after. In addition to tkas,are mak-
ing available 20 industrial lots in Dawson City, 4@gle-
family lots and three multi-family lots in Haineankttion, and
five country residential lots in Destruction Bay.

As well, we are working with municipal First Natigov-
ernments on additional land development projectether it's
in Dawson City, Mayo or Carmacks. These projects many
others, inclusive of our housing projects that arethe go
through the Yukon Housing Corporation, the Departimef
Health and Social Services, and through the Depantnof
Energy, Mines and Resources, in making more affdeda
rental properties available — these are helpingneet this
government’s commitment to making land and housingil-
able to all Yukoners.

Mr. Elias: Mr. Speaker, | know that this Yukon Party
government likes to put full-page ads in the newspaMaybe
this government should put in a full-page ad expig to
Yukoners why they withheld $17.5 million in publiconey to
adjust the housing needs in this territory. Whatehey are
doing, it's not good enough — shame on this govexmin
The government’s plan for future social housingtaiis no
plan at all. In the line item | am talking aboutdethere is only
$2.95 million. This is the long-term five-year foest. The year
after this year, there is nothing. Following thatay, there is
zero — not one penny; not one dollar. No plan —s tiovern-
ment knows it. The issue today is that they arehlalding
millions of dollars. Finance officials told us it'still in the
bank; yet people can't even find a place to stathi capital
city or in rural Yukon. Address the problem. Howedothe
minister justify —

Speaker:  Order please. Order.

Hon. Mr. Kent: As I've said earlier this week during
Question Period, you'll find the previous Yukon ®agovern-
ment built a substantial amount of affordable hogsi— $100
million invested, a 40-percent increase in affotdalousing
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during that term. That was then. This is now. Onk das to
look at the budget that's before this Legislatughtr now to
see what this Yukon Party government is doing t@&b, not
only in affordable housing, but all along the hagsicontin-
uum.

We have four ministers here who are responsiblediior
ferent aspects of the housing needs of Yukonees:Didpart-
ment of Health and Social Services, through hougngrASD
clients — as mentioned earlier, Options for Indejgte, the
women’s shelter and the expansion there throughskeeis
Place that was announced by the Premier and thisterime-
sponsible for the Women'’s Directorate; substanmtiaéstments
through the Yukon Housing Corporation in social $ing and
staff housing and, of course, the additional Ibi=t tare being
made available. There is $35 million invested iis thudget for
additional lots and the affordable rentals that ls@éeng man-
aged through the Department of Energy, Mines arsbiees.
We've done an awful lot and we look forward to dpen aw-
ful lot more to address this.

Question re:  Oil and gas development, Whitehorse
Trough
Mr. Barr: Members of the NDP caucus have attende

every one of the Whitehorse Trough oil and gas meggtover
the last two months. At every meeting, and showaugh the
comments on-line, Yukoners are overwhelmingly ojgposo
this disposition process in the Whitehorse Troughgish,
Whitehorse, Laberge, Mount Lorne, Carcross, MarakeLand
Carmacks have all said no. These are the Yukonkesake in
the front line.

| ask the Minister of Energy, Mines and Resourdethe
public speaks out and says no, as it has, will gxercise your
authority under the Legislature and refuse the esjand ter-
minate the proposals?

Hon. Mr. Cathers: Again, what | would emphasize to
the member, as | indicated at the start when arsiognwe had
received these requests, is the opportunity toyafgploil and
gas rights within the Whitehorse Trough has exigtedquite
some time.

This came as a surprise because this is the ifingt any-
one had actually requested rights in the area agdin, as |
indicated when | announced that we had received Huollow-
ing public consultation, the government will makdegision. It
has to make a decision of whether to approve guairthe next
stage and accepting bids in all of the areas, suofntlee areas,
or none of the areas. That decision, | would ofafdr the
member, would be made by caucus — by my colleagudsl
— following the conclusion of that process and ohdeave
received the report from officials who are doing ttonsulta-
tion work. We certainly will provide for the oppartity for the
public consultation to conclude and will make tleeidion fol-
lowing that conclusion.

Mr. Bairr:
rests solely with the Minister of Energy, Mines éReésources.
Only he has the authority on a decision that wileet thou-
sands of Yukoners and that will affect water, hatbéind wild-
life for generations to come. Again, Mr. Speakeask the min-

ister: yes or no? Will you stop this process if ¥okrs tell you
to?

Hon. Mr. Cathers: Again, Mr. Speaker, what | would
clarify for the member is that as part of the tednkon ap-
proach, the team — the caucus — will make the dwcien
what to do following public consultation. As | engsized
when announcing that we had received this requestif and
gas rights in the Whitehorse area, the opportuwitspply for
these rights existed for quite some time.

This came as a surprise because it is the firg threre has
been this expression of interest. | indicated atstart of that
that we wanted to provide full opportunity for tipeblic to
consider both the benefits and any potential corecand to
make the government aware of their perspectivehiz We
are currently in the last stages of public consigita Following
that consultation — as | emphasized when first anoing this
— government then has to make the decision whéthgo to
the next stage and issue a call for bids in athefareas, some
of the areas, or none of the areas. That decisirbev made
following the conclusion of public consultation.

Mr. Barr: Yukoners are not feeling very trusting of
he Yukon Party government’'s commitment to listgnio the

eople of the Yukon, the public of the Yukon. Tivegnt clar-
ity and to know that the Yukon Party government listen to
their voices. The people are saying no.

Again, | ask the minister: yes or no?

Hon. Mr. Cathers: Again, | point out to the member
opposite, as he knows very well, the NDP has be&mgdeve-
rything they can to try to foster people’s fearsl am get them
concerned about this. Again, as | indicated atattset of this
process, the opportunity to apply for oil and gahts in the
Whitehorse area has existed for quite some timeuticeOil
and Gas Acbrought in by the NDP.

The NDP left the door wide open to shallow frackikdge
will shut that door. As | emphasized at the stttpwing the
conclusion of public consultation, we will have twake the
decision whether or not to go to the next stageawept bids
in all the areas, some of the areas or none ofithas. That
decision has not been made and will not be madié putilic
consultation has concluded at the end of this month

Question re:  Oil-fired appliance safety

Ms. Moorcroft: Mr. Speaker, I'm again going to ask
a very direct question to the Premier, and | hopeises and
gives a clear yes-or-no answer. Is the Premierideriag a
public inquiry into the January carbon monoxide spoing
deaths of three adults and two children in Porteek? Yes or
no?

Hon. Ms. Taylor: Mr. Speaker, as the Premier has al-
ready articulated, and as | have also articulagsteyday, the
Government of Yukon will be looking very closely tie re-
sults of the investigation that is currently undaywby the

Mr. Speaker, the decision to move aheactoroner. That work is currently underway. In fashen we

receive that report, we will be reviewing the fings. Once we
have had that opportunity, we will be in a muchtédreposition
to fully assess the circumstances that led toubiy tragic in-
cident and determine what actions may be requiretié vari-
ous parts of government.
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So, again, it's very essential that we let the wofkkhe
coroner be completed, simply out of respect forahgctivity
of her work in this regard.

Ms. Moorcroft: The record will show that the Pre-
mier did not respond to these questions when he agisd
them yesterday and has not responded today. Yukaeveant to
see positive action so these types of tragediest thappen
again. The NDP caucus has been clear. We believeesd a
public inquiry to move forward. But this governmerds not
been clear.

Yesterday, one Yukon Party minister said they vweaé-
ing for the coroner’s report before determining titaey
would do, which seemed to indicate that the govemtnhas
not ruled out a public inquiry. Meanwhile, anotivarkon Party
minister said the formation of an oil furnace waokigroup
was “the final piece to this puzzle”. The publicshzeen puz-
zled by this government’s response to this trageahy now
they're confused by two ministers saying differéings.

Will the Premier please rise and provide the puklith
some clarity? Is this government considering thauhlic in-
quiry will be required to get to the bottom of thisgedy and
move forward?

Hon. Mr. Kent: Yesterday when we rose in this
House to respond to this, both the Minister of Camity Ser-
vices and | touched on three separate issues —obreurse,
is the coroner’s report that the minister spokeualio the pre-
vious answer; second is, of course, the work onlL#redlord
and Tenant Agtand third is the formation of a working group
that has been tasked with coming up with an agtlan to ad-
dress the status of oil-fired appliances and oiktsafety here
in the Yukon.

We've tasked an expert — acting vice-president haf t
Yukon Housing Corporation and a certified oil burmae-
chanic — with chairing this working group. It's ggj to be a
working group of experts, which will come up with action
plan for us to address the status of those oitifppliances
and, of course, the oil tank safety, which madeliftle better
than 50 percent of the concerns that were idedtifiethe re-
ports from Mr. Corea. That's what we’re doing as & ad-
dressing the safety and the status of oil-firediappes and oil
tanks here in the Yukon.

Speaker:
elapsed. We will now proceed with Orders of the Day

ORDERS OF THE DAY
GOVERNMENT BILLS

Bill No. 4: Interim Supply Appropriation Act, 2012-13
— Second Reading

Clerk:
name of the Hon. Mr. Pasloski.

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: I move that Bill No. 4, entitleth-
terim Supply Appropriation Act, 2012-1Be now read a sec-
ond time.

The time for Question Period has now

Speaker: It has been moved by the Hon. Premier that
Bill No. 4, entitledinterim Supply Appropriation Act, 2012-13
be now read a second time.

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: Let me start off by again saying
that, as we move forward with a new budget, whatrgosee-
ing is record investment in the Yukon with no tagreases.

Now, | was very disappointed, not only in the resgoto
the budget by the Leader of the NDP, but from hetire cau-
cus. | go back to what they talked about and wiatLieader of
the NDP talked about in her response to the thispeech,
where she talked about the Official Opposition Iselking a
positive voice in the Assembly. She said that tbeegnment
would be wise to listen to this opposition and ttieg Official
Opposition is offering the government suggestiams propos-
als.

But what did we hear in their responses to the btRigll
we heard was negativity and criticism. The NDP @&tk no
plans; they offered no solutions. Their responsagehbeen
reckless and certainly to their own end. They cargithe leg-
acy of the NDP of really trying to paint a pictwéhout telling
the whole story.

Now, an example of this hypocrisy comes from thePND
leader’s statement on the budget response which —

Unparliamentary language

Speaker:  The word “hypocrisy” is out of order used in
that manner, or in any manner.

The Premier has the floor.

Withdrawal of remark

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: It is withdrawn.

An example of talking out of both sides of theiruttois
the NDP’s statement —

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

Unparliamentary language

Speaker:  The Member for Copperbelt South on a point
of order.

Ms. Moorcroft: I would ask on your point of order
that the member opposite withdraw the use of theark “hy-
pocrisy” and that he also not substitute other pdsahat are
also unparliamentary. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Speaker: Both occurrences are, in fact, unparliamen-
tary, and | would ask the Hon. Premier to withdrde state-
ments and refrain from using them again.

Withdrawal of remark
Hon. Mr. Pasloski:
withdraw that statement.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I'll

So, maybe we’ll talk about the NDP saying one thamngl

Second reading, Bill No. 4, standing in the going another. In the NDP leader’s response tdtiaget, she

says, “Where are the measures to maintain our fasus gov-
ernment on climate change and address the maimigrase
gas emitters, which is the transportation of gobddgell, you
know, | have to look at the fact that they're sgythat this is
the main greenhouse gas emitter. But this is ay pelb was
opposed to the creation of an energy economy herthe
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Yukon — use of Yukon energy resources to heat améds
and to produce electricity. Now they're complainiaigout the
Super Bs coming up the highway hauling diesel anddg,
because of their emissions. But they don't thinkizirg
Yukon energy resources is a solution to that prablEhe NDP
has no concerns about the imported fossil fuels dbme into
this territory, nor where they came from or howytheere ex-
tracted, but they are concerned about them beinfptaip the
highway and certainly are strong believers in treoty of “not
in my backyard” in terms of Yukon energy resources.

| also want to make a comment about land use pignni
and again remind this House that since 1993, therkai and
the NDP have both been in government and neither an
them completed any regional land use plans, sahfrecord,
this government has completed one, is nearing énepketion
of a second and is already engaged in the third one

that addresses the concerns and the prioritiesugbiYers and
we’re ready to move forward with that.

Having got that off my chest, | want to now talkiaabout
the interim supply bill. This act requests spendaghority
which, in total, is not to exceed $312,291,000.

Now, the purpose of this spending is to defray cdst
various charges and expenses of the public serat&aikon
for a two-month period of April 1, 2012 through M3y, 2012.
Of this total amount, $240,977,000 is provided peration and
maintenance and $71,314,000 is provided for capitaé full
details of these estimates are included in the mstimates and
will be fully discussed and debated during genaral depart-
mental debate on the 2012-13 main estimates.

Ms. Moorcroft: That was an interesting outburst from
the Premier. | had thought that we are here totéebidl No. 4,

Another comment | want to make is regarding the comthe interim supply bill, before the House this efteon. The

ment about co-governance. The member oppositetbads

mandated in th&mbrella Final AgreementThis is not man-
dated in theUmbrella Final AgreementCooperation — yes;
co-governance — no. Thdmbrella Final Agreementlearly

describes a relationship that respects each othesfsonsibili-

ties.

The entire opposition has already voted againsthibdget
once, and | just thought it would be appropriatentention
some of the things that the people on the oppasite have
voted against: $7 million for a new rec centre iosR River;
$300,000 to start planning on a new fire hall ahdSEstation
in Beaver Creek; $7.3 million for a new emergeneygponse
centre here in Whitehorse; 10 more beds at the SbarCen-
tre; planning for a new McDonald Lodge in DawsoyCgix
new full-time equivalents in home care to help peagay in
their homes longer. These are things that the peopposite
have voted against. They voted against planninghferSarah
Steele Building. They voted against a Challengaymm that
works out of the Bridges Café in the Shipyards Pditkey
voted against over half a million extra dollars MGOs to help
them keep up with increasing costs. They voted regai
Kaushee’'s Place. They voted against extending ittended
nurse practitioner program. They voted against evasiter
programs — Faro, Haines Junction, Mayo, Watson Lake
$15 million for new wells, pump houses and treathpdants in
Burwash, Carcross, Deep Creek, Dawson, Menderttalhes
Junction, Old Crow, Ross River, Tagish and Tediimprove
the quality of potable water in communities.

There was $452,000 for the Department of Envirortrh@n
conduct a three-year cumulative effects baselindyst— they
voted against that.

Remediation: $50 million for remediation design gohain-
ning for assessment for Faro and Mount Nansen gisoje-
they voted against that — also $35 million for lashelvelop-
ment for this fiscal year. We heard all these doesttoday
about land development. They voted against $35iamilfor
land development for this fiscal year. Police Cadlurethe list
goes on and on and on. Money for Jackson Lake lhase
healing: they voted against that. Mr. Speaker, ganit cherry-
pick. We are here and we have moved forward withu@get

Premier, in his efforts to criticize the OfficialpPosition, in his
struggle to find language that was not unparliamsmntsaid
that the NDP says one thing and does another. phal&r, the
Yukon Party government says many things and theloésn’t
do them. It doesn't deliver on housing; it doestediver on
accepting the Peel River watershed planning documen

We in the New Democratic Official Opposition caucus
will be supporting the interim supply bill. | wikeep my re-
marks brief and | will save debate on the maimastés for the
main estimates. An interim supply measure is adstahprac-
tice for the government to bring in at this timetbé year, so
that the operations of governments do continuesanthat non-
governmental organizations continue to functiorg ao that
capital projects can continue and keep people @ ptivate
sector employed on these projects.

I would like to add, though, that we are disappainthat
once again, the Premier has chosen to bring ireaiapvarrant
prior to this House convening, rather than brindiogvard for
spending authority those amounts for debate irLdggslature.
That is something that is open to him and we inNB# have
said before that we would appreciate them doing. thiaat’s
what we would prefer to see them do.

We would also like to see a more thorough debatéhen
budget, and for that reason | am not going to sgelod of time
on my remarks on the interim supply bill. We wik Ipatient
and ask our questions when we get to the main hufdge
2012-13.

Hon. Mr. Cathers: I would like to briefly, in speak-
ing in support of the interim supply bill, correbe Member for
Copperbelt South. In fact, there is not a specefrant related
to this interim supply bill as a result of the cgarmade to the
Standing Orders last fall. The amounts containethis bill,
which again are the very significant numbers oetlithere to-
day, will in fact, by virtue of the change to thieusding Orders,
be voted on on the last day of March if they hae¢ lmeen
voted on by that point. So the member is mistakethat asser-
tion that this bill is backed up by a special watras was past
practice. This is part of the steps that have haken to reduce
the use of special warrants, which are in somescaseessary,
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such as at the tail-end of a fiscal year related third appro-
priation act, but it is dramatically reduced bytwally hundreds
of millions of dollars — the amount of expendituteésit have
to be approved through a special warrant.

So, again, a positive step taken last fall in g Bitting
of this new Yukon Party government to reduce the afsspe-
cial warrants and ensure that the very large simatsédre out-
lined in interim supply do not, themselves, havé¢obacked
up by a special warrant, as was a long-standingtipeain this
House. Again, as the Premier outlined earlier,ahmunts, of
course, contained within the special warrant alated to the
need at the beginning of the year to provide fugdi up front
capital — for certain projects, up front amountsNGOs and
corporations, like the Hospital Corporation, to inetfpeir work
that occurs at the start of the fiscal year. In sarases, it is
provided through a lump sum transfer at the begimmif the
fiscal year, which will commence on April 1, 2012.

So, again, there are some items in here, incluthiegbl5
million that’s provided under the Building Canadend, that is
some of the construction work outlined in the buddéere is
funding in this budget to begin a number of theitedyprojects
that are necessary and to ensure that contractsoamelayed
by waiting until the approval of the entire budgehich we all
anticipate will occur in May. With that, | will caflude my
remarks and commend the interim supply bill to #isembly.

Mr. Tredger:
— just a couple of points. The Premier mentioned the New
Democratic Party, the Official Opposition, was maperat-
ing. 1 would remind him that yesterday, when theas an ap-
propriate bill and one that we felt we could —

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

Mr. Tredger: — a motion — and could support in
good standing, we did. | will reiterate that we Ivgilipport the
government, where it is warranted, and we will cgpat,
where that is warranted. We are here to work witlgbady
who will help improve the quality of life and théasdard of
living for Yukoners.

| wish to speak on the matter before us,

statement of intent and an expression of the govent's pri-
orities.

Do we agree wholeheartedly with the governmentigripr
ties? Absolutely not, because we represent coestiy too.
We represent 60 percent of the electorate who didsate for
the Yukon Party platform. It is how the governmspénds its
money; it's their long-term forecasts; it's theind items that
we disagree with and hold the government to accamd will
hold the government to account. A budget is what Ylukon
Party government feels is in the best interestéuifoners, and
we don't agree 100 percent with the government.

| can go through — how many pages do | have heceh |
go through at least three pages of things thattéd/@gainst,
but I’'m not going to get dragged into this — I'megvat a loss
for words, Mr. Speaker, and that’s a rarity. Ittettone, and
people are listening. It's about leadership ansl atout fulfill-
ing our oaths to Yukoners, and what | heard todaynbecom-
ing of a new Premier.

Speaker: If the member now speaks he will close de-
bate. Do any other members wish to be heard?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: Well, | want to thank members
for their comments and we’ll move on. Thank you.
Motion for second reading of Bill No. 4 agreed to

Hon. Mr. Cathers: I move that the Speaker do now
leave the Chair and that the House resolve into r@Gittee of
the Whole.

Speaker: It has been moved by the Government House
Leader that the Speaker do now leave the Chairtlaaidthe
House resolve into Committee of the Whole.

Motion agreed to

Speaker leaves the Chair

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
Chair (Ms. McLeod): Order please. Committee of the

Another remark was made earlier today about the NeWVhole will now come to order. The matter before @@mmit-

Democratic Party creating fears in the communityr ©om-
munity wants to participate in the democratic pssceThis
isn’t creating fears; it's asking questions.

The lack of information from this government haseif
been responsible for the outburst of democraticceon from
the citizens of the Yukon. | would remind the memsbeppo-
site that it was they who voted for the Grizzly Mgl subdivi-

tee is Bill No. 6,First Appropriation Act, 2012-13Would
members like to take a 15-minute recess?
All Hon. Members: Agreed.

sion, whichMaclean’s said is one of the grossest misuse of

public funds in Canada.
Having said that and gotten this off my chest, Il trn it
over to the leader of the Liberals.

Mr. Elias:
and it's very, very, very important for the Premterset the
tone in this Legislative Assembly. I'm not goingdet dragged
into responding to some of the things the Premags shut it's
the Premier who sets the tone in here. You knolwdget is a

Mr. Speaker, I've been here for six years

Chair: Committee of the Whole will recess for 15
minutes.

Recess

Chair: Committee of the Whole will now come to or-

der.

Bill No. 6: First Appropriation Act, 2012-13

Chair: The matter before the Committee is Bill No.
6, First Appropriation Act, 2012-13Ne will now proceed with
general debate on the bill.

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: I'm pleased to rise in Committee
of the Whole today to present introductory remddksBill No.
6, First Appropriation Act, 2012-13nore commonly referred
to as the 2012-13 main estimates. Madam Chair, reesmdf
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the Legislative Assembly have truly noted that #@12-13
main estimates have a different look and feel ®mdbcuments
that have been tabled in prior years. | know tloat gan appre-
ciate that the world is a changing environment.

With that, demands for information are also chaggim
addition, we only need to look at the various fitiah crises
experienced around the world in recent years toerstadnd
why and how accounting standards are changingadeige for
better information.

Madam Chair, to quote Bob Dylan, our governmenbgec
nizes that “the times they are a-changin™. Granthdse words
were penned during a different era with differesstuies; how-
ever, the sentiment remains relevant and with thatYukon
government reporting continues to be an evolviracess. For
the 2012-13 main estimates, in our efforts to tepoesive, to
provide a meaningful reporting in support of opgansparent
and accountable government, we have incorporafed gres-
entation changes in our budget documents.

The first change | would like to draw to the Legisire’s
attention is the integration of the operation anaimenance,
and capital into one document. This allows us tosater the
total amounts allocated — O&M plus capital — on epait-
ment-by-department — more specifically, on a progtay-
program basis.

This disclosure should provide the opportunityhe teg-
islative Assembly to gain a more complete undeditan of
specific program and departmental requirements. iftegra-
tion of O&M and capital supports the second prestém
change implemented for 2012-13. The primary purpafsine
annual budget is for the Legislature to providensiireg author-
ity, provided as votes through an appropriatioh foit a wide
range of program, service and capital investmeorsernplated
by the government departments. These are genanalier-
stood as the expenditures of the government. Thangsome-
what more complex when we speak of accounting wiieze
calculation of annual surplus requires that we $oom ex-
penses, not expenditures.

| do not wish to turn this into a discussion abactount-
ing, as | do recognize that the time of the Ledliskais better
spent on other business. However, allow me totitis one
example. Our 2012-13 budget provides $7 milliontfer Ross
River recreational centre. This amount will be appiated and
the expenditure plan calls for this project to benpleted this
fiscal year; therefore, requiring a $7-million erpléure.

This facility will be amortized over the period $ eco-
nomic life — the period of time that the facilityqvides an
economic benefit to the government, and in thiectsat's 40
years. It is the annual amortization expense of5%i00, not
the $7-million expenditure, that will be used fhetcalculation
of annual surplus. Members will recognize the exiitene
occurs once. However, the principles of full-acta@ounting
require that an expense be recognized for eacldgefitime
the asset provides an economic benefit. Assumid@-gear
life, the annual utilization, or amortization vajug $175,000.

Although we will pay $7 million this fiscal year fdhe
Ross River facility, the costs will be allocatedexpensed to
each of the next 40 years at $175,000 per yeat, Tha nut-

shell, highlights a significant difference betwespending au-
thority, or appropriations, and accounting.

Thank you for your indulgence. In recognition tttas dif-
ference may lead to some conclusions for the varigers of
the budget documents, we have provided a summatyréic-
onciles the appropriations, or spending authoritegxpenses,
the value used for the calculation of surplus.damage mem-
bers to refer to page S-9 of the 2012-13 estinddesament.

We anticipate that this will lead to a greater ustinding
of the Yukon government’'s budget, appropriationsl asti-
mates of expenditures and the year-end Public Adsou

Finally, a few observations on a third presentatibange
of no small significance. As evidence of our ongogommit-
ment to transparency and accountability, we havelfe first
time included in the budget a summary of the cadatdd fi-
nancial information for the Yukon government repurtentity.
The consolidated financial summary includes noy dahe de-
partments identified in the appropriation bill, kaiso all other
corporations and agencies that are included invtideon gov-
ernment reporting entity. This includes the Yukowospital
Corporation, Yukon College, Yukon Development Cogso
tion, Yukon Housing Corporation and the Yukon Ligu@or-
poration. While a specific focus will likely remaion the
amounts listed in the appropriation bill and theamsolidated
statements, the consolidated summary providesl#giss and
the public a more complete picture of planned tesag will be
presented in the audit of the 2012-13 Public Actaufhis is a
significant step forward in our efforts to improtransparency
and accountability.

Observations have been made from outside souraeh, s
as the Office of the Auditor General and respethétk-tanks
such as C.D. Howe, that the relationship betweesgbiary
reporting and accounting reporting should be imptbvlhese
presentation changes do just that. Yukon governmegdrting
continues to be an evolving process as accountagdards
change. The presentation change incorporated i2@®ie-13
budget reflects the Yukon government's commitmentan-
tinuous improvement related to transparency, opssrend
continuity between budget reporting and Public Aous re-
porting.

Before | move on to review some of the expenditigh-
lights of the 2012-13 budget, allow me to providecaerview
regarding Yukon government’s financial positiorrsEithere is
just one point that | would like to make for cortex

I have highlighted the inclusion of consolidatedaficial
information within the 2012-13 budget documentbelieve
this to be a significant advancement toward achigvinore
transparency and accountability in government. higwaid
that, as | have stated previously, the primary psepof the
appropriation bill and accompanying estimates ispttovide
disclosure regarding expenditures of the unconatdidl entity
— those departments and corporations that requeading
authority to be approved by the Legislative Assefmthtough
an appropriation act. As such, we will be consiugridebating
and voting on Bill No. 6First Appropriation Act, 2012-13

| wish to reiterate that the inclusion of consolethsum-
mary financial information is an important stepviard. How-
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ever, as Bill No. 6 will be the subject of debatethe Legisla-
ture, I will limit my comments here to the specifidentified in
the subject bill and the accompanying summary firenin-
formation. Members will find the supporting summdiyan-
cial information for Bill No. 6, referred to as th®on-
consolidated summaries”, starting on page S-5 ef2bl12-13
estimates document.

Focusing on the unconsolidated side, total experef{ or
appropriations, identified in the 2012-13 main resties are
$1,156,000,763, of which $925.1 million is allochte opera-
tion and maintenance — O&M — and $231.6 millionreep
sents our government’s investment in capital.

This is the fourth consecutive year that the Gowenmt of
Yukon's expenditures have topped the $1-billion knar
Shortly, | will speak of some of the expenditurghiights con-
tained in this budget. Suffice it to say, our goweent contin-
ues to make significant expenditures on behalfllofakoners
in the delivery of program, service and capitaleisinents. We
have done this without breaking the bank. With talhgs
known today, all decisions to date considered, 20t2-13
budget forecasts an annual surplus of $80.009 anilliThis
means revenues for the Government of Yukon aregi®j to
exceed expenses for the 2012-13 fiscal year.

Of course surplus is not the only indicator of &nancial
well-being that should be considered. Not to pu fme a
point on it, in fact, the pre-eminent measure gbaernment’s
financial strength is net debt. We have a net fii@resource
position of $101.065 million forecast for year-emdarch 31,
2013.

The Yukon government continues to maintain a hgdlth
nancial position and avoid net debt. Most otheratigem juris-
dictions are reporting net debt. This fact alonesignificant,
but let me phrase this in a different way. Net detolvides an
indication of future revenue requirements for tloweynment.
That is, net debt provides a measure of the futewenues re-
quired to pay for the past. The significance o$ tthould be of
comfort to Yukoners. As one of the only jurisdictioin Can-
ada not in a net debt position, it will not be reszey to allo-
cate future revenues to offset or pay for past edjperes. Our
government can say we are paying as we go, andweeslo
have positive net financial resources to invesfuiture pro-
grams and services.

As | have said, net financial resource positiothiss most
important indicator of our government’s fiscal hbalThis in-
dicator speaks to the future. As | have observedipusly, the
2012-13 main estimates forecast our net finaneisburce po-
sition to be a very healthy $101.065 million.

One final comment on our financial health: our gove
ment continues to manage the Yukon's finances avewlti-
year horizon. Our government saves when it is prutte do
so; our government makes expenditure investmenenvithis
necessary. We do this on behalf of and for the fiteofeY uk-
oners.

As legislators, we need to look beyond short tench @on-
sider long term. Our government has done this edoimefit of
all Yukoners. We have done this without mortgagihg fu-
ture. As | have stated previously, our financiabltte is ex-

tremely strong. Our history of significant investitecontinues
with our government’s 2012-13 budget as our stréiegal
framework provides us the flexibility to be respimes to
emerging priorities and opportunities as they aesented to
Yukon.

This provides a very nice segue to my next poimtould
like to offer some observations on risk and undetyal do not
own a crystal ball, and | do not possess such ifgiethat | am
able to predict the future. Risk and uncertaintigiei all fac-
ets of life and the same applies here. Having meshélge gov-
ernment’s finances over a multi-year horizon sig063-04, in
fact — a period of 10 years — our government hdiveted
effective, responsible and disciplined spendingidtives and
investments on behalf of Yukoners. As | have justied, our
2012-13 budget builds on our history of significantestments
and provides a strong financial base to be respertsi emerg-
ing priorities and opportunities as they arise.

We do face some risks, some areas of uncertainty,la
am confident that our healthy financial positiorigous in good
stead to address these, should the need arise.

I highlighted some potential emerging pressuresnguny
budget speech last Thursday, including the exgdithe Build-
ing Canada fund in 2014, the territorial healthtegs sustain-
ability initiative in 2014; the absence of a lomgrh Shakwak
arrangement, where funding has been provided amls gear-
to-year basis since 2009; and, of course, the Yukopreme
Court ruling to build a multi-million dollar factly for French-
speaking high school students that is currentlyeugpeal.

Arguments may be presented that as population asess
so does our territorial financing — the TFF arranget. Cer-
tainly, Madam Chair, our funding arrangement within@da is
escalated by population growth, but this is onlg éactor. The
predominant factor determining the growth of TFRhe rate
growth in provincial-local expenditures — PL expiacks.

Many provincial jurisdictions are committed to bgim
the black in the very near future. One strateggdbieve this
will be disciplined and conservative expenditureveth, and
we’re hearing it across the country in most jug§dns. There
is a very real possibility that the PL will flatter- that is,
slower growth in the PL will occur, and this wilffect future
Yukon government revenue streams through slowenttran
the TFF. Yukon’s population is increasing and, yas; TFF
will be escalated to reflect population growth.

However, if | can turn the focus briefly to the riatruc-
ture requirement to support Yukon’s growing popolat— at
some point Yukon's population will exceed the cafyaof
Yukon’s existing infrastructure. Two examples coreadily to
mind: population growth will require the constracti of at
least one and perhaps two new schools in Whitelmrse the
next five years, in addition to F.H. Collins; arft texpansion
of the Whitehorse General Hospital.

Our TFF arrangement does not readily provide faes¢h
necessary, one-time infrastructure investments. "Mie hit
that tipping point, and we need to build additioimdtastruc-
ture and service capacity, we cannot rely on fufureding
programs that are unknown at this time. We mugirbpared.
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We need to be planning and anticipating as a govenh
— as Yukoners — to ensure we have the wherewitheldin-
tain a strong financial position allowing us to fesponsive to
our emerging and potential future needs. Our ssboedudg-
ets have built financial capacity, and we continoiéuild on
that capacity with our forward-looking financialapl. We have
a five-year mandate. We are committed to pursuilagned,
disciplined and affordable expenditure initiated loehalf of
Yukoners.

Our fiscal position provides us with the capaciybe re-
sponsive to Yukoners’ needs and to be responsiesnierging
pressures without breaking the bank as we moveugfraur
mandate. | have just commented on some of thearigik that
we face, and | spoke with great confidence thatgowernment
is well-positioned to meet those challenges as thdage.
Through this budget | tabled — an $80-million sugpland
projected net financial resources of over $101iomll— we
are strengthening and building on our ability tarésponsive. |
think | will stop at that point and carry on latér] am out of
time.

Ms. Moorcroft: | thank the Minister of Finance for
his opening remarks. | would also like to thank Erepartment
of Finance officials who have been patiently expilag the
changes in the reporting documents and respondingut
questions at the Finance briefing.

The Premier, in his Budget Address, spoke aboutesdd
ing the challenges that accompany a growing andpgmus
economy. As we in the Official Opposition havetath one of
our concerns is that there are a number of chaetigat this
government has failed to address over many yeatsirathe
current budget — for example, the housing crisi®e’I\be
later asking the minister to respond regardingftié.5 million
for affordable housing initiatives that was prowddey the fed-
eral government some years ago which this govertrhas
still in the bank and has not put that money imeestments
when there are, in fact, many good proposals befeegov-
ernment from various organizations that would likeaddress
the needs for a youth shelter, for housing forhtamd-to-house
and so forth.

Now, in his Budget Address, the Premier seemedeto
very much staking our prosperity on resource ektac |
would like to have from the minister informationcaib what is
the total contribution of the mining sector to #mnomy.

We do know that more than 80 percent of the revetigt
the Government of Yukon spends are from Ottawat, tlua
own-source revenues are a fraction of those expeedi
We've seen over time that this government’s exgenelitra-
jectory is increasing year by year by year. We'mvnmore
than last year and have been up over the $1-bidlioount for
some years now. It is important that we have adalbate on
the entire budget.

| want to ask the minister — when he indicates that
current mineral production value is estimated toalp@roxi-
mately $420 million — to provide more informatiom ¢vow
this is calculated. We want to know what the dirfacancial
contribution to the Yukon is from mining. | thinkitlv that,
rather than going on to a number of issues, | agk the Pre-

mier to respond by providing information on caldinlg the
production value of the mining sector and alsottial of the
revenues that are generated from resource extnactio

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: There were a few things men-
tioned there. First off, | will start with the haog because that
is where the questions started. In the very repast we have
invested over $50 million in housing: 125 new unBS0 units
that have been renovated on the low and moderatamia in
terms of social housing. There has been a trementhwest-
ment and we still have work to do. The money watsialy
$50 million: $32.5 million was given to all the EirNations for
them to do what was important to them in their hogisSo,
First Nations got $32.5 million of the total of $5@llion. As |
have said in the past, a lot of things have beeénggon in the
Yukon and through the time of recession in Canatareswe
didn’t really have a hiccup. There was an influxaofnassive
amount of money from the federal government in teahcre-
ating jobs through improving infrastructure.

So, we've gone through a period of time with a ress—
for a population this small, we've had a huge itvesnt in
infrastructure. Quite honestly, we can only do sechmwork at
one time. If we start — and | think everybody ursdends this
— if we have contractors who have more work thagytban
handle, and then we throw more work at them, thesaly,
“Well, okay, | can do that, but this is my pricesb, it's also
about being responsible and saying that we nedxk table to
get, actually, some value for that money. If weethrthat
money on top of everything else that was going toihe same
time, we wouldn’t get a lot of value for the mon®ut there
are a lot of things that we are doing and that emaroitted to
doing.

We've already made the announcement about Kaushee’s

Place. That's $4.5 million. But there are othergoeans —
more seniors housing in Mayo and perhaps in otbhemauni-
ties, as well. We have a number of projects orthesing side
that are still coming. As we mentioned, this is finst budget
of a five-year mandate. There are a lot of budtgetp. We're
not prepared to spend money until we ensure thatewead
the right consultation and that we've made the pnidnvest-
bments, so that Yukoners are going to get the maxirhanefit
for the tax dollars that we invest on their behalf.

On the royalty side again, | do want to remind mhem-
bers opposite that Yukoners have benefited froralties. The
royalties that are incurring from Capstone Mining ecategory
A land of Selkirk First Nation have, in the lastotwears, bene-
fited that community by approximately $10 millioho answer
your question, | think it would be very difficulb quantify that
number, because there is so much that goes on. &00rdirect
mining jobs within the quartz mining, we have arest2,500
jobs that occur through exploration and placer ngniThen
there are the thousands of indirect jobs really &he a result of
that in every aspect of our economy, from grocdores to
lumber yards, to airline and helicopter compantesexpedi-
tors, to car dealers and tire shops, and to pesgileng furni-
ture and everything else. | mean, | think that d¢tually put a
number on the impact that mining has would be veeyy dif-
ficult, but what | can say is that it is enormousignificant.
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The last two things — | think this will answer threember
opposite’s questions — is that our grant, our TRB®I ex-
penditures — has gone down from 69 percent to 68epé In
fact, our own-source revenues have increased G&piefrom
2003 to 2011 — a 68-percent increase in our OWMmesDLEVE-
nues.

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: I will give those numbers, but the
comment | was going to make is that what I'm tejlipou
comes from fully audited Public Accounts that hdneen au-
dited by the Auditor General of Canada. So the saurce
revenue for 2003 was $72,273,000; 2011 was $1210087—

a 68-percent increase, audited by the Auditor Gener

Ms. Moorcroft:
number of dollars of the impact that the miningtsedias on
the economy is very hard to provide.

The Premier, in his Budget Address, did say thith iree
operating mines the current mineral-production eailsl esti-
mated to be approximately $420 million. | woulddithe min-
ister to explain to us how that $420 million wadcuotated.
When he uses the term, “mineral production valdees that
mean the value of the minerals? What does that thean

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: The member opposite is correct.
That would be the value of the minerals that weieedh, proc-
essed and milled through the year. The value dfwhalld be
$420 million. Also, to note further to that, fivears ago that
value was zero dollars.

Ms. Moorcroft: Can the minister tell us how that
$420-million production value is broken down betwethe
three operating mines? The minister spoke aboutiGap’s
Minto mine and that the Selkirk First Nation hadeai®ed ap-
proximately $10 million in royalties on that. Cadmetminister
tell us what the breakdown is of the $420 milliarproduction
value between the three mines — Capstone, Alexke'so
Hill Mines properties, and Yukon Zinc’'s Wolverineama?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: I will defer that question to the
department, so they can more accurately respotigiatoques-
tion.

Ms. Moorcroft:
also the Minister of Finance. He has his Deputy iser of
Finance sitting beside him. | would like to drawtte Pre-
mier’s attention that, for the 2011-12 budget, Bregpartment of
Finance was not called for debate. In the 2010-Kinnesti-
mates, the Department of Finance wasn't callediédrate. So |
would ask the minister if he could answer the goest

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: This isn’'t an answer that is going
to come from Finance. This is data that's from ¢benpanies
who are in the business of extracting minerals.

That's their business. As publicly traded companiesss-
sume that reporting occurs there. However, as ltioeed be-
fore, | think the person to answer that questioruldidoe the
Minister of Energy, Mines and Resources.

Ms. Moorcroft: Well, | understand that Yukon Zinc’'s
Wolverine mine is not, in fact, publicly tradedwbuld again
remind the member opposite that we cannot rely etting
answers to our questions in general debate. Duin@@010-11
general debate on the main estimates, the Depdrtofien-

ergy, Mines and Resources was not called, so | avbke to
ask the minister in general debate. In his Budggdrass, he
told the public that the current mineral producti@iue is es-
timated to be approximately $420 million, with tareperating
mines. In the interest of what the member, in tpsring re-
marks, called an open, transparent and accounfableess,
I'm asking for an open, transparent and accountatdeess.

| would ask the minister if he can provide the mnfiation
I'm requesting, which is the breakdown on the $#4gllion for
the current mineral production value.

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: The companies have to report
their production in ounces to the government. Thekvand the
calculation for any royalties due or not due atecampleted

The minister has just stated that thethrough the Department of Energy, Mines and Ressur§o

that is a question that should be asked during tdebfithat
department on a line-by-line basis.

Ms. Moorcroft: Notwithstanding the increase in own-
source revenues, this government remains relianfederal
monies. There is a lack of money from the resosewtor. The
royalties that are paid come only after profit, dnere are sig-
nificant tax credits and the ability to use writééso

Mines are also not in production for very many gegen-
erally. There is generally a very short lifecycdow is this
government going to improve our financial pictuserbducing
our reliance on the federal grants?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: | think | sort of answered that
question. That’s exactly what we're doing. Our degency on
the territorial formula financing has decreaser69 to 63
percent. Our own-source revenues have increasegBpyer-
cent from 2003 to 2011, so | think that's exactlyavwe have
done and what we’ll continue to do.

Let’s look at what's happening in the economy. Adiag
to the Yukon Bureau of Statistics, in the time périrom 2002
through to 2010 the real GDP of Yukon — in const2002
dollars — grew by 41 percent. The mining and otll gas ex-
traction sector accounted for 24 percent of thaivin.

This sector's share of the territory’'s GDP chan@ean
2.7 percent in 2003 to 9.2 percent in 2010, aftewing 374

With all due respect, the Premier is percent during this period. A portion of GDP attitiésd to pub-

lic administration, health care and social servimed education
services fell from 39 percent to 37 percent of @@P in this

period. So, having said that, while | still haversotime and
the fact that | have not completed the speech | tnasg to

give, | am going to use a few minutes of my timecémtinue
on, because this an important part that | do wanalk to the
opposition about.

Recently a member of this Assembly took particidaue
with these projections tabled with the budget, gain far as to
suggest that the figures were fudged. | apprediatd the
Speaker was quick to bring decorum back to the bbe
The department officials conduct themselves with titmost
professionalism and, in fact, | have had the Maristf Energy,
Mines and Resources speak to this same issue +rkl ithvas
only yesterday. Comments such as those utterethdoynem-
bers are not helpful. They only serve to impugnittiegrity of
the officials who work so conscientiously on behaflfyukon-
ers.
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The members opposite continue to talk about thdipub gram; and $65.282 million to support a variety mféstments

service, but every time they come in here, thegla@mming
them.

It seems a good time as any to provide a couplebeér-
vations on budgeting. The budget is an annual eerepre-
senting the estimated revenues and the plannedéitpess
for the year, tabled with the plan that they arécgrated re-
sults, most notably highlighted by the projecti@isan annual
surplus of $80 million, and the net financial resuposition
of $101 million at year-end. The key word here pgath”. As
we all know, plans are subject to change. New ({iesr
emerge. In some cases, emergencies need to besseldirand
market and economic conditions can change. | spblsome
of these potential challenges earlier.

As we move through the fiscal year, we will congnto
make decisions, many of which cannot be anticipdigda
budget. | think that is the same for everybody hesgen
they're running their budget in their own persoliats. | can-
not imagine a government that is not willing toiesv its plan
— not willing to make choices, not willing to makiecisions
that will benefit Yukoners.

Our government will not remain static; it will resp as
required to meet these challenges. In doing sig, likely that
the fiscal framework will be altered. | truly wisthad a crystal
ball; this discussion, then, would really be unrssegy. Our
budgets are based on the best information avaikghilee time
that they are prepared. The budget representsooecdsts at a
point in time, based on the information that isikme. To
suggest otherwise is simply offensive.

It is a certainty that the 2012-13 plan will charaged our
government will be held accountable to Yukonersuigh the
future supplementary estimates tabled, as requiith that,
Madam Chair, I'm now going to move on and provite t
Committee with some highlights of some of the exjieme
initiatives reflected in this budget.

| noted in my earlier comments that this 2012-18dat
reflects total expenditures of approximately $1.4iWon, of
which just under $232 million is directed towardyrsficant
capital investments for the benefit of Yukoners apbroxi-
mately $925 million is allocated for operation anthinte-
nance.

As | have repeated throughout, our commitment sodfi
responsibility remains strong while we continudrteest stra-
tegically in the Yukon for the benefit of all Yukers.

I would like to take this opportunity to highliggbme of
the more significant expenditure initiatives. Allone to focus
first on the capital investments identified in thisdget. Our
government has had a string of significant capitadgets —
five successive years where capital investment® lexceed
$200 million — and 2012-13 is no exception.

As | noted earlier, the 2012-13 budget includesl$2 3nil-
lion for capital expenditures, covering a numbeiirmportant
investments across a number of sectors, includddgaB4 mil-
lion allocated to land development; $53.145 milliarsupport
of the territory’s transportation infrastructure%334 million
for the planning and construction of a number aflitées, in-
cluding the continued support of our building mairdgnce pro-

in municipal and community infrastructure.

Economic activity in Yukon is robust, bringing sifjcant
population growth and increased demand for develdpad
and housing.

We continue to be proactive, planning and develppire
necessary and appropriate infrastructure to mesketigrowing
demands. Our commitment to land development isifgignt,
totalling approximately $160 million over the ndrur years,
of which $34.984 million is allocated for the 2012-year. |
wish the member of the third party were here tor hieat, be-
cause he seemed to be thinking there was only moméyis
year’s budget.

Whistle Bend is one example of where a government i

addressing this need. Our 2012-13 budget providsillion

to continue phases 1 and 2 of this important deretnt, plus
$5 million to advance planning and design for peased and
5. I have already mentioned our significant investtrin Whis-
tle Bend. Also of note is a $3.2 million allocated Grizzly

Valley and $1.675 million related to the initiaticstoping and
planning of future developments in various comimiasjtin-

cluding Dawson, Carmacks, Mayo and Watson Lake.

I mentioned our multi-year plan of approximately6®1
million over four years. Certainly, with the devpioent of
Whistle Bend, a significant amount is allocated\tbitehorse.

I will take this opportunity to highlight that jusinder $26
million of the $160 million is identified for varics municipal
and community developments throughout the territGigarly,
our government has a significant commitment to tgpieg
and providing for developed land across this t@ryitYukon is
a large territory connected by an impressive netvajrtrans-
portation infrastructure managed by the Yukon gorent
including: a highway system of just over 4,800 kiktres; a
total of 128 bridges; two ferries; one nationalpait; 11 re-
gional and/or community airports; and 17 airstrif@ur in-
vestment in transportation-related infrastructigandeed im-
pressive, and it requires significant annual resesirto con-
tinue to maintain our infrastructure to a satisagistandard.

For 2012-13, the budget includes just over $53ionille-
lated to transportation-related expenditures. Higant recon-
struction projects include: $15 million under Shakwfor the
Haines Road and the north Alaska Highway; $1.6iomlfor
culvert replacement on the Klondike Highway at Tdach
Gold and Aligold creeks; $8.75 million for reconsttion and
surface repairs on the Campbell Highway; $2.6 onillfor im-
provements on the Atlin Road; $6 million for thegdp Liard
bridge; and $2 million for the Takhini Hot SprinBsad.

Our investment is not limited to significant rectyastion
efforts. We also see $2.93 million for the pavenrehiabilita-
tion program and $1 million allocated specificalbyvard reha-
bilitation of secondary roads.

Under airports, approximately $3.7 million is aked, of
which $1.82 million is targeted for work in commtyabased
airstrips and airports. The balance of $1.875 ariliis provided
for various projects at the Erik Nielsen Whitehotsgerna-
tional Airport.
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| started this section with a summary inventorgome of
the elements that make up our transportation né&tveord ear-
lier | spoke of some uncertainty related to thekSfek fund-
ing. Including Shakwak, we have had success inrégieg
funds from other sources, including the Buildingh@aa fund.
Yukon cannot count on these funding sources indefyn

Our transportation network is integral to the Yulexon-
omy, to Yukon society.

Should outside funding sources decrease or expirkon
will face significant challenges, perhaps requiric@nsidera-
tion of some difficult choices. In the meantime,r govern-
ment continues to work with the Canadian and Anaerigov-
ernments in an effort to secure longer term andletunding
arrangements.

Turning to building construction — this budget pides
for some much-needed investment. In some case20d2-13
investment will initiate a multi-year project proimng employ-

partments to identify maintenance priorities andmiediate
deliverables to ensure budget work will be complete

Moving on to municipal infrastructure: bolstered Buyild-
ing Canada, investment by our government in mualdijased
projects remains significant, providing $65.282 limil. Spe-
cifically, under the Building Canada fund, approaiely 50
projects approved under the annual capital planmétdd to
Canada totalling almost $55 million are includedhe 2012-
13 budget.

The bulk of these expenditures are directed tovear-
munity water, sewer and waste water, as well ad ino&a-
structure upgrades — all very important investmebotsthe
respective communities.

Examples include $1.375 million allocated to a wedhd
project at Burwash; $2.107 million for the Carcrosster sys-
tem treatment project; $10.779 million in Dawsoiy@0 con-
tinue the sewage treatment and district heatingepis; $5.615

ment opportunities throughout Yukon communities. r Ou million allocated to Haines Junction for the wateratment,

budget includes: first, planning and design initie$, such as
$300,000 for the replacement of the Beaver Creek lall;

$137,000 for the replacement of the Watson Lakeseostion

office; $291,000 for upgrades to archives to enbamar cold

vault storage capacity; $653,000 for replacemerilobonald

Lodge; $1.293 million for replacement of F.H. Cadlj and
$60,000 for replacement of the Sarah Steele Bugld8econd,
new and/or continued construction, such as $7 anilfor the

Ross River recreation centre; $5.898 million far Whitehorse
ambulance station; and $2.385 million for the drprecessing
unit, previously named the secure assessment centre

Third, NGO support — specifically, projects in paatship
with NGOs, to address some of the housing issuemdga
Yukoners. $3 million for second-stage housing fototal of
$4.5 million over three years to support Kausheas] $2.95
million for Options for Independence, with a towfl $3.05
million over 2 years.

These are all significant projects that addressréety of
needs across Yukon. Here we are, early in our mandad we
have taken steps to address some of the housingsigacing
Yukoners. Admittedly, more can be done and will dmne.
However, as | have mentioned, we have a five-yeamndate,
and it is impossible to tackle every issue with eary first
budget. Our government looks forward to building these
initial projects throughout our mandate and asgjsyukoners
with access to satisfactory and affordable housigy. capital
investment is not only about new construction. Yukmvern-
ment owns and maintains a significant portfoliobofldings.
As we noted last year, the Auditor General hastiied some
concerns about deferred maintenance, sometimesaefto as
“infrastructure deficits”.

Our government is committed to ensuring effectivel a
appropriate stabilization and management of oulding port-
folio. Starting during the 2010-11 fiscal year,aaeinvestment
envelope of $12 million was identified in suppoftour com-
mitment to the building maintenance program. Théswon-
tinued in 2011-12, and again for 2012-13, we halaniified
$12.568 million in support of this program. The Rement of
Highways and Public Works continues to work with ceé-

water reservoir and pump system projects; $3.8dbomifor
upgrades to the Old Crow water supply; $1.276 amillin Tes-
lin to undertake road and drainage upgrades; $2villi@n for
water and sewer pipe replacement in Watson Lake $&mil-
lion is directed to Marwell water and sewer upggade

The complete list of projects is really quite imgsiwe. We
are truly spanning and delivering projects acrbssentire ter-
ritory. | encourage members to refer to the 2012ecaBital
budget and the multi-year plan for additional dstai

If I may, a few brief observations about our muytiar
plan: management of the Yukon’s fiscal frameworlerothe
long term requires that choices be made. Our govent con-
tinues to work to be ahead of the curve by ideimgyplanning
and implementing long-term and multi-year expenditplans
now.

| recognize the multi-year plan serves primarilyaaguid-
ing and planning tool, representing preliminaryufigs. These
are plans, continually under review and adjustethexessary
for emerging priorities and trends. Notwithstandiayj things
being equal, the multi-year plan highlights our ggmment’s
undertaking to provide stable and predictable edjtere in-
vestments.

| am proud of our achievements on the capital sidthe
ledger. | am no less proud of what we have accahet on
the O&M side. There are significant investmentstioe O&M
side that reflect the government’s commitment wvaling the
best services to Yukoners. As | noted earlier, #042-13
budget provides just over $925 million for O&M.

I will limit my comments to just a couple of higghts.
Yukoners deserve the very best in health care whdre pos-
sible, Yukoners should be able to receive thoseics right
here in the Yukon. This budget provides for inceshsapacity
on a number of fronts.

$1.629 million and $2.376 million are ongoing to -
cated over two years. This funding will allow fdret opening
of 10 additional beds at the Thomson Centre, bnigdhe total
of new beds to 29. $797,000 is being provided ®Hiospital
Corporation in support of opening six new bedshat \White-
horse hospital. | refer members to our multi-yempwhere
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we signal our $2-million commitment to support &l pur-
chase by the Hospital Corporation in 2013-14. mkhiny time
is up and | will stop there.

Mr. Tredger:
not be aware, that it is a practice of this Houstta refer to
the absence of another member. | would also likenaind the
Premier of an exchange we had a little bit eaitiehe day and
ask him to set a proper tone. We have a very godidservice.
The NDP has constantly said that.

| believe in their integrity; | believe in theirgenuity and |
believe in their creativity. The NDP does as welthink it's
unfortunate that the Premier is following the lezdthe En-
ergy, Mines and Resources minister, and he is baginto
make inferences, impute motives and cast aspersiante
New Democratic Party.

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

Point of order

Chair: Mr. Cathers, on a point of order.

Hon. Mr. Cathers: Madam Chair, on a point of order.
The Official Opposition House Leader is imputingauawed
motives to me that are certainly not correct, drad ts contrary
to Standing Order 19(qg).

Mr. Tredger: On the contrary, Madam Chair. | be-
lieve the Premier referred to the NDP as “slamnmtimg civil
service”. | don't believe we slammed anyone.

Chair’s ruling
Chair:
straying from the purpose of the debate, so | amggto ask

that everybody focus on the business at hand.

Ms. Moorcroft: At the outset, | would like to say that
the New Democrats and the Official Opposition caubave
the utmost respect for the integrity and the commpst of the
public service. The minister has just spoken alaomtimber of
items and has gone through an overview of sombebpera-
tion, maintenance and capital expenditures. Onthefitems
that he spoke to was land sales.

He spoke to the fact that they were addressingipeis,
but that they also needed to respond to emergirtyitpes. |
would submit to the member opposite that the neethdéusing
is a long-standing need. This Yukon Party goverrnieas
been in office for 10 years. There are a numbarriofities that
they have not addressed. There are a number of toranis
that they have made that they have not deliverecrah the
availability of lots and availability of affordablets is still a
considerable problem. There are lots on the mattkat are
priced at market value and this is flawed, becéisaot work-
ing and the lots are being left vacant. Are theyking at the
sale of land to balance the budget? | would sayg ftawed,
because they aren't selling these lots.

In the Yukon Party platform, they indicated thatyh
would continue to make land available to Yukonens dom-
munity, residential, recreational, agriculturalngoercial and
industrial purposes, while respecting the interafstexisting
landholders as one of the highest Yukon governrpeatities.

By streamlining the land application process ansligng
that the appropriate policies and administrativeicttires are
put in place to manage Crown land in the territdiyere aren’t

I would remind the Premier, as he mayenough lots available on the market, and the latare on the

market are unaffordable. Can the minister respandh@v he
is, in fact, going to make more land available?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: | think that for me to answer for
what or wasn’t done is not appropriate for me tsvear, seeing
that | and most of this caucus have been membetisiAs-
sembly since October of last year. | think that wiske talks
about sending land to balance the budget, | thiakhave just,
through this process, been talking about the budgdtave put
forward that has an $80 million surplus to it righdw. So |
don’t think there was any talk of selling land taldnce the
budget at all. Certainly, the purpose of develodangl is just
that. It's to develop land to get it out there fmople who are
wanting land. We’re not in this to make money.

We are trying to develop land and do it — the fpsgority
is to ensure that we get our costs covered. Weawiitinue to
look at what it is and where we can continue toromp by
reducing those costs of development and will caito do
that.

Just moving on to the next piece of my speech, @t w
about our commitment to the environment. So, | wansay
that this budget includes a number of initiativessigned to
protect Yukon’s environment. The Department of Camity
Services has budgeted $766,000 for various aetvisind ini-
tiatives under th&’ukon Solid Waste Action Plamhis invest-

| think that both sides of the House have beernent on the O&M side supplements significant exjienes of

$2.453 million on the capital side of the ledgdated to solid
waste plans, creation of transfer stations andciigy depots
and the purchase of composting and chipping equiprfor

landfill sites. The Department of Energy, Mines &®kources
has identified $49.985 million in expenditures tethto type 2
sites. This represents an increase of $24.768omilliver the
2011-12 budget, and $785,000 is provided for thpaBenent
of Environment to undertake remediation activitiesa num-
ber of sites where environmental liabilities hawet previ-
ously identified.

There is plenty of rhetoric about economic divécaiion
and no doubt, this is an important pillar for ausbeconomy.
In partnership with Yukon College, our governmeohtmues
to provide significant support to research and vation as a
key catalyst to a diversified economy.

Through the Department of Education, $1.088 millisn
provided as core funding in support of a two-yedemesion for
the Yukon Research Centre. Yukon Research Centrnddas
leadership and vision for the research and teclgyali@velop-
ment activities of Yukon College, the Yukon Coldinghte
Innovation Centre and the Northern Research Institu

Through the Department of Economic Development,
$558,000 is provided as core funding in suppora difve-year
extension for the Yukon Cold Climate Innovation €en
Yukon Cold Climate Innovation Centre supports thievgte
sector in the development and implementation of roencial
technology solutions that address cold climate ahhate
change issues affecting northerners. The objedtidat this
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technology development will feed back into and grdve
Yukon economy.

These are just a few areas where government isnaki
difference.

Before | conclude, allow me a final observationareting
the Government of Yukon'’s finances. Our governneotm-
mitment to sound financial management remains gtréis a
result, we have positive net financial resourcdss Bpeaks to
our future and highlights that we are not relyingfature ex-
penditures to fund past or current expenditures. h&fee an
accumulated surplus. This speaks to our future haghlights
our economic resources, both financial and physeedilable
for the provision of future programs and serviaag] we have
an annual surplus. This speaks to the presentightights that
revenues exceed expenditures, allowing us to kbidd bank
and save. As it has in recent years, our savingsuat will
allow us the flexibility to be responsive on behafifyYukoners
when it is needed the most. I'm extremely proudhef efforts
of our government to provide for a wide range odgrams,
services and capital investments on behalf of alkohers,
while maintaining a very healthy long-term fiscalkjion.

Looking at our multi-year forecast tabled with thisdget,
future years remain extremely positive with revenpejected
to exceed expenses for each of the next four yddnis. for-
ward-looking healthy fiscal framework is what Yuleya can
take great comfort in. Indeed, Yukon remains finalhe well-
positioned for the future.

| also want to take an opportunity to thank the ccey
Cabinet and really all of the departments from initthe gov-
ernment who have worked on putting this budgetttogye get-
ting the information in. | also want to recognidegovernment
employees in terms of their work and the profesdiem that
they deliver every day. | want to especially acklezige the
departments of the Executive Council Office and Erepart-
ment of Finance who, through their hard work arlyeince,
really put this together. | really need to acknaige the fine
and truly the excellent work that they do every daywell.

With that, | will look forward to the next question

Ms. Moorcroft: Let's just look for a minute at the
Yukon Party’s track record then. They have beerr fioancial
managers. There are a large number of capital gisofbat they
have engaged in without a proper case and propa&nipg. |
can give examples of that. The Dawson City andWason
Lake hospitals — in your riding, Madam Chair, theatddn
Lake hospital construction was begun years ago. bililding
was left to deteriorate; then it started constarcthgain. There
is no proper planning in place for that and theeexiitures
have spiralled out of control. The staff residertbe, Mayo B
project — in all of those cases, the debts forltige capital
construction projects were foisted on to Crown ooafions.

We see large variances between the main estimatetha
final tally. There was a supplementary budget ircédber of
2011 and then by March of 2012, they required ispevar-
rant of $7.5 million. There are examples, too, efnlg poor
project planners, which also leads to greater costs

During their election campaign, the Yukon Party rad
“cut the ribbon” for the new F.H. Collins plannitigat a build-

ing advisory committee has been working on for yeand
then they shelved that and announced they wereydoidefer
that.

In the case of the Whitehorse Correctional Cetittneas a
design/build project. It began with initial estiraatof $30 mil-
lion and now it has gone over $70 million and mexrpendi-
tures to come. | would point out that the governimenfact,
has been a poor long-term planner. There is ny éay fund
and it has not released a five-year capital plath& public.
This is a requirement of tHanancial Administration Manual
We received a $7,500 estimate from ATIPP to recéii® in-
formation. | would urge the Minister of Financerlease the
five-year capital plan.

We also have great concern with the fact that gbigern-
ment has shirked budgetary scrutiny. Over the thase years,
there is more than $1 billion in government spegdimat has
been approved without any debate by MLAs.

For the 2007-08 fiscal year, of an $862-million bad
$35.5 million of that was not debated. For 2008@f% $900-
million budget, $54 million of that wasn't debatethen, in
2009-10, the Yukon Party was very proud of the fhat they
now had achieved a billion-dollar-plus budget, tfetre was
$273 million of that budget that was not debatduatTclimbed
in 2010-11. Again, we see increases to a $1.07®bibudget
and 46 percent of the total budget — approximabdl90 mil-
lion — was not debated.

There were 13 departments that were not calletbddget
debate. Now, that number was lower for the 201badget
year, with approximately 27 percent, or $293 millio

We do not believe that that is adequate financrarsight.
That would not be acceptable at all in the privsgetor. The
government could certainly improve its performartbere.
There are big surpluses early in the term and they spend
the monies in years 4 and 5 leading up to an electNVe have
also seen where the budget estimates will predéctrplus and
then at the end of the year that surplus will beclmsmaller
than what was predicted. | do not accept the n@risproposi-
tion that they are good financial managers. I'@ like minister
to indicate how he intends, as the new Premiemfmove that
record.

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: The member talked about the
Yukon Party as being poor financial managers. Asitl ear-
lier, this government is certainly not going toth&ing advice
on how to run our finances from the New DemocrB#cty.

Again, I'll speak to the record deficit in the sy of the
Yukon — a $64-million deficit produced by the NDIR.fact,
during the NDP rule, Yukon Development Corporatien
when the NDP were in power — financed the failedradl in
Watson Lake and Totem Oil’'s presence to competh loital
businesses. The NDP lent money to a private comfaogm-
pete with other businesses and that is not howengaing to
run a business.

Other examples of failed NDP capital projects idelu
building a 25-person correctional centre in Teshiat mainly
sat empty for the 20 staff members — that costalkpayers in
1993 more than $700,000 a year — 20 people worikirigere
and no inmates. Taga Ku convention centre was an®bP
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disaster, one for which they avoided the scrutifhe Legisla-
ture and used and lost taxpayer dollars to fundrancercial
venture that does not even exist.

The final example of the NDP’s judgment in regaod
capital programs is the building of a visitor reiiep centre on
the Alaska Highway that did nothing to encourageritis to
come into the downtown core of Whitehorse. The Yukarty
built the current downtown facility only a few shgears after
the NDP bungling. Those are classic examples of daBer-
ship in terms of their financial management and towun a
territory and create an economy.

Comparisons should be made to the merits of thaidedf
projects, versus the hospitals and power plantsathiaprovide
needed infrastructure for our citizens for yearsdme. We are
very proud to be building for the future. We mentidayo B
— on time, on budget. | don't think | have to saything else
about that project.

| just only a few minutes ago talked about the widmd
what a budget is. A budget is a plan based onrtfegmation
that we have at the time. Based on the best infitomand the
experience that we have, we put together a planthz's ex-
actly what it is — and plans do change.

As | have said, do | expect it to change? | do.\Batare in
a position to be able to react, either to oppotiemithat arise
or to challenges or risks or emergencies that coatiir. We
have the money to be able to deal with that. Sthése a
chance that it won’t look exactly, at the end of trear, as it
does now? Absolutely, but that's about managenigéstabout
using a plan as a guideline, but because we've tEsoNSsible
financially — fiscally responsible — we have theilip to
meet the needs and opportunities as they arisevdvid make
any excuses or apologies for that at all, MadamirChiaat’'s
exactly what we’re going to do.

We don't have a rainy day fund? We just announted t
we're planning for net financial resources of $l@idlion.
That's not a rainy day fund? We're one of only tjuoisdic-
tions in the whole country that has no net debt.tBa opposi-
tion NDP is saying that we don’t have a rainy dayd. I'll just
leave that comment right there.

As for the five-year — you're sending an ATIPP far
five-year capital plan? You don’t need to do tlitzg;just in the
budget; you just have to look; it's there. So merslman have
a look and see the plan that we have that's thsewe have
said, planning in advance is just that; it's préfiary.

It is showing commitments to the community that ave
committed to investing in, but these plans can gbhdmsed on
what is going on? What are the opportunities? \Wdrat the
risks that occur over that time? The member tabeut all of
these dollars that don’'t get debated. My only comime that
is, if we want to debate, make sure that you buggat time.
You can budget your time so that you can get thnaheg proc-
ess — unless you want to drill down and talk akethousand
dollars here, or spend a lot of your time reallgyiding criti-
cism and political comments or trying to really,lasid, paint
a picture with half a story. There is an obligatiand | guess it
speaks to that management that the NDP have shatorih
cally, which is that they can’t budget. So if yoant to get

through the budget, you know how much time you have
budget your time accordingly so that you can gedugh all of
the departments.

| guess the last comment that | will make on thaswour
comment about — and you've said it a couple of s§me the
honourable member across — is about how they budgée
private sector. | can tell you most assuredly thate isn't a
six-week debating budgeting process in the prigatgor when
they are building budgets for their plans. That jdses not
occur, Madam Chair, so I'm really sort of at a ld&s not sure
whether the member opposite has actually beenvadoin a
corporate budget process before or not, but | elirhér from
my almost 25 years that there wasn’t such a thoogiwing. So
I hope that answers her question.

Ms. Moorcroft: Madam Chair, when it comes to allo-
cating our time and debating this budget, we are ba behalf
of the public to ensure that the over $1 billionpaiblic funds
that this government is spending is debated. We aeswers
to questions in order to move on and we need toHsmese
leaders achieving agreement. We haven't yet contadaalis-
cussion on the length of the sitting, but it isumbent on us as
representatives of the public to debate the budgeatebate all
departments of the budget and to engage in an egehahere
we receive answers to questions.

| would also make the comment that, as we have, said
there is a significant reliance — over 80 percenbur reve-
nues — coming from the Government of Canada. Thatls
something that we can necessarily rely on forever.

Earlier this afternoon when we started the deblateas
asking the member to provide information on theereies that
come in that are generated within the territory. ¥ée in the
summary of the estimates by revenue that persoramie
taxes generate a little over $60 million and thatporate in-
come taxes generate a little over $20 million. @aminister
comment on why the personal income tax revenuessare
much higher than the corporate income tax revendnes he is
trumpeting the contribution of the resource settothe econ-
omy?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: First off, | think the member op-
posite is correct that the actual session lengthriza been de-
termined. | think it needs to be by House Leadgredrly next
week, | think — by Standing Orders — to agree ototal
length of time. But once we do have that time,ihkithere is
an obligation on behalf of the opposition to budiettime that
they have accordingly to ensure that we can morauth all
of the items that are being presented by the govent and
have those discussions.

| just finished speaking not long ago about how Imuc
money we get from Canada. | gave those numbersnandhe
member opposite has thrown out 80 percent. | jaseghe
numbers. In 2001-02, it was 69 percent, and in 2,1t was
63 percent — duly audited, Madam Chair, by the fardGen-
eral of Canada.

So, again, we see examples of either not knowinisir
deciding to use different numbers from what, irt fac reality,
those numbers are. | only stated it just a few teisago, but
the member opposite is trying to imply somethinffedent.
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Increase in tax revenue is really an indicatiorthaf frui-
tion of the work that has been done in the lastbemof years
by this government to create a private sector etgne- a
private sector economy that today rivals the puisliestment
in the economy, and that is tremendous. Becausgeadfwork,
because we've created that environment, becauseewmit
that environment in place that has created hundoédsining
jobs, tourism jobs, thousands of jobs in exploratia the
placer industry and thousands of indirect jobs -s, yr reve-
nues continue to grow. That is because there are people
here and, really, that is a tremendous — | meaat, shreally
what we've been striving to do — to get people toven here,
to start businesses here, to be working here, yotmees —
because that is where we will continue to be ableeinvest in
the Yukon, doing it very strategically and in a manthat en-
sures we are not creating net debt and that wéncento move
ahead and have that flexibility.

Another comment | just thought of is that a lot lofsi-
nesses are not incorporated and, in fact, are arpocated
businesses. So when that happens, it is difficuttuly reflect
what is business tax, what is personal tax. So,hnusiness
income is declared as personal, not corporateltaat makes it
difficult. You want to make sure that when you loatkcorpo-
rate tax that you are creating a climate for inwestt. If you
had the highest tax rate in the country, then soorepanies
will just decide they don’'t want to be here. Intfdcdid men-
tion yesterday that when you look at the base-mmiiaing
sector, and when you combine royalties and taxgsther, it
is, in fact, the highest in the country — the higtheate in the
country.

If we want to look at tax revenue for corporate taxthe
actual for 2010-11 corporate tax was roughly justero
$9,028,000 and our estimate for 2012-13 is $2000I2, so
that is more than a 100-percent increase in corpdex. Per-
sonal income tax in 2011 actually was $52,793,00® esti-
mate for personal income tax for 2012-13 is $60,8602, no-
where near the increase as there is in the cogptaat Corpo-
rate tax is going up by over 100 percent in twargea

| think that what you’ll continue to see is moreopke
working here, more businesses here. It's creatimgeased
revenues for the government that will help delittevse pro-
grams that we talked about. If it's protecting #revironment,
if it's building a new school, or if it's dealingith the issues
and opportunities in health care or in tourism oilding new
roads — whatever it is here in the Yukon that wedht® do —
having the positive financial position allows us flexibility to
be able to do that.

Chair:
15 or 20 minutes, as you wish. Would the membéesth take
a break?

All Hon. Members: Agreed.

Chair: Let's make it 15 minutes.
Recess
Mr. Barr: I would just like to start by saying that |

would like to thank everybody for the comments. Gmiag |

was thinking about earlier: | was told a long tiego that there
are always three sides to every story and | thqutyhhat?

Three sides to every story? Well, I've got mine $ore.” Of

course, the other side always had theirs, and ttehird one
is the truth. I'm looking forward to going throughe rest of
this sitting and recognize that | came here to weitk every-

body in the room.

| was happy to hear in the Premier's address tleate
going to be receiving a new fire hall in the membpposite’s
riding of Beaver Creek. | think that the rural coomities are
definitely holding together with a lack of servicd$he more
that we can put into services in any of the comitesiis a
good thing. | would like to say that | know thatlidn’t see a
volunteer fire department coming up in Carcross] smuld
like to maybe give a little bit of history about ICeoss’ fire
department. We are in quite an awkward state nigivt. So
we’re looking forward and looking ahead.

We have the water transfer station that's goingvéod,
which used to house the ambulance — and | gudssvitj
which is another topic. In Carcross, the fire truak did get —
because the other one was pretty outdated; we mg®ttloat
came from Marsh Lake, | believe — is too big tovidgere it
should be housed, where it can actually accessrwistay it
has to be taken out of where it is and brought twehe water
transfer station, which is coming along, and itisan old gov-
ernment warehouse in Carcross.

I know the struggles with volunteerism in the conmities
that we have right across the territory, not onlyhie Southern
Lakes — whether it's ambulance or EMO or voluntées
department. A lot of those folks are working hasckéeep their
numbers up, and the population is aging, as ihi€arcross.
Carcross recently signed up six new folks and shat'great
thing, especially in Carcross where they're tragnin the vol-
unteer fire department part because they reallytdwve a
training room in there. So that space is lacking.

| would hope that we would be able to put forwdrdtt—
not that | am aware of Carcross — Tagish has at gnea —
you know, the things that have been built thererdiid_ake
has a volunteer fire department, and some folksveaylon't
even need that much. I've been over to the one dnshiLake
and it has a great training room. Mount Lorne teigng some
extra cash to build on to theirs.

| would ask the Premier if we could move forwardhwi
Carcross, as it has seemed to fall behind. | maglt that they
were to be the next on the list, but it got switthe Beaver
Creek. Why did that happen?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: Before | answer that question, |

It has been requested that we take a recess @fst want to go back, for the record, in terms ofporate tax.

Upon review, Yukon is second highest in the coumrierms
of percentage of tax — second highest in the cgurrven
with that, more than a 100-percent increase inyears.

Thank you for the question from the Member for Moun
Lorne-Southern Lakes.

The answer to that question, however, is thatithag of
when these buildings are up for renewal is deteethiby the
fire marshal’s office. In the government, they loakall the
assets that they have and then they identify theipes and
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that's how they move up. That's my answer to youesiion.
Thank you.

Mr. Barr:
shift in the fire marshal. There has been a chanige fire
chiefs and direction from Whitehorse that's goingbe over-
seeing some of these things. | would ask if theriree could
relay what I'm saying here, or that attention b&lga the fact
that we have been waiting. We were on the list, mmd it has
been moved. In just hearing your response — tlsatifi to the
fire marshal — but | also understand that the diinacdoes
come from specific ministers and so on and so fetlin that
we work together to pass on this information.

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: Thank you for the comment, and |
guess I'll just add that we will work closely ana dvork
closely with the respective departments and withdbmmuni-
ties.

| made it known once | became the Leader of theoviuk
Party that if | were elected as Premier that | wideg attending
the AGM of the Association of Yukon Communities —Y®.
Historically, it has just been the Community Seeganinister
who has represented the government. I'm proud ydsst not
only will the Minister of Community Services be tkebut |
will be there and, in fact, there will be other isters there as
well, in terms of showing that commitment that wavé to
working with the municipalities throughout the bggu terri-
tory of Yukon.

Mr. Barr:
so | look forward to those discussions and heaaingut how
we’re going to proceed together. I'll just stick same of the
places that | didn’t see that might be receivinmeattention.
When we were recently in Watson Lake, | went ifit® ambu-
lance station there and saw that the station, adthdt has been
rebuilt — it was, | think, the old NAPA building, hich was
bought, sold, refurbished.

The training space is great, although | do know there
are heating issues in that building. The waterrég4ing up;
they can’t really deal with it until they changeeoithe heating
system in there to put in isopropyl or antifreeatithe lines.
So they've been experiencing difficulties theredidin't see
anything that would address some of those thinggh \te
length of the bay, when the ambulance comes in wa#n'’t
built in such a way that you could actually get theney out.
You have to leave the door open to be able to db 8o in the
planning, as we move forward, | think — when we evealk-
ing about plan-as-you-go or how those things moverdird —
we have to pay special attention and work withgheple who
are actually delivering those services on a dagéap-basis
because they know best.

When we were there, that was one of the issuesviam
they back up — | was in a space like about thishmuethree
feet from the back door. So | would encourage tl@ster to
check out that kind of thing because that’s notkiva.

They also have to wash off those ambulances inethos

bays. Without having enough space or proper drairagand
I’'m thinking it's fine in summertime, but we do &vin a cli-
mate that’s cold most of the year — but here wamad built
outside that the ambulance would drive on outsaeld the

| believe I'll be at the same conference and

washing, but on a level that drains back into thiédding. Even
if it’s in the summertime, the drainage doesn’t kvproperly. |

| realize that there has actually also been &now that this is one of the new places. Also igare to the

ambulance and the volunteer fire department fatkach of

their emergency outfits have been — people are mgmiith

ripped stuff; they're wearing their jeans. They Widrave the
proper garb to be able to — even if they're atenscand they
have the fluorescent vests and coats and thingsgthalong

with all of those. Will the Premier let me know hawve will be

addressing those particular issues?

We will be addressing those particular issues anduld
say that the outfit part is throughout the tergitoFhat is one
thing | have been hearing that | don’t see in thegets.

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: | want to thank the member oppo-
site for his comments. Certainly, | think as weafong, he will
learn that perhaps it would be better spoken toeuride de-
partment debate, but | assume that today thersare stan-
dards in terms of what is required. Certainly | say with con-
fidence — | know that with equipment — | know thve¢ had a
briefing that, for example, helmets for firefighgenave to be
replaced every 10 years even if they're still igitloriginal box
and never came out of that original box. If it's yi€ars old, it
needs to be replaced. | think that there are sceng stringent
regulations in terms of equipment requirementdfifefighting
and fire prevention in Yukon and Canada todayehtainly is
something that needs to be adhered to.

Mr. Barr: We were speaking also about the budget
and that Ross River is receiving a new communitytree Ku-
dos — that’'s great. | know that there has been simtegim
stuff put in place as far as changing that haklgtt down
through the mining sector that has helped that lowas up in
Ross River last year, and actually wasn’t ableddhis week
because we’re sitting, to help them out with thegrnival. It
was moved to the gym last year; normally, differaativities
would be held in the community centre. | know tmeyooking
forward to the reconstruction of that communitytcerin Ross
River. The Member for Pelly-Nisutlin, I'm sure, waglite
happy to be able to announce that.

I, too, would like to be able to be happy to anremithat
the community centre in Carcross, which | don't seehe
planning — and it didn’t burn down, but is quiteloWe have
really outgrown that community centre in the comituof
Carcross. | do know that even with the last weddhmege, it's
not large enough. It has been mentioned that wegaeing
and people are coming and we do need more space.

So when | think of Carcross being number one onftihe
ture tourism development studies, and that a reparrcapital
— Carcross is the best place for investment atgaist in time
— to see things flourish with the proximity to Skeay and
with the whole Southern Lakes loop. The communithesm-
selves in the Southern Lakes are willing to worgetiter to
complement each other.

A community centre could possibly work along theek of
a similar idea going on in Haines Junction with thpartite
agreement with Parks Canada, with the First Natemd the
community — that we could combine something likattAnd
work together toward creating not only a commurentre,
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but a gathering place in which we could hold tourigvents.
We’'re looking at music festivals there, such asehlagen going
on and have had a great response all over theotgrri

Carcross is ready and willing to do that, alonghwiite
tourism and the plan with the First Nation to gaeadh with
residential units and retail space behind the nisitovs centre.
If we could combine something like the centre witdrks Can-
ada, with a potlatch house, and maybe have thegmléenter
into that space as part of a long-term rental, Waild provide
O&M. We would then be enhancing community wellnass
also providing an added attraction. When | thinkhaf paleon-
tology department — | know that the honourable mentdp-
posite, the Minister of Justice — the dinosaurs alidhose
fossils. A good part of what has been gatheredoi® fthe Car-
cross-Southern Lakes area. They are sitting in eirs\vand ba-
sically the ministers are the only ones who gesde them. If
we could include in that vision putting that stofit, it would
add to the tourism opportunities in this buildingwe could
move forward and entertain that within this nextrtel would
ask if we could do that.

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: I guess | would start just by ac-
knowledging what the member opposite describecims of
Ross River. | think it's another example — thatssgrow our
economy, and we have businesses that are staningpang
here, and have people working for those businessgsnaking
those businesses becoming a part of who we araiksnYand
the obligation — really, not an obligation; rathgreir willing-
ness to be engaged and be a part of the Yukon coityrwy
reinvesting, not only in capital investments orhining staff,
but also giving back. | think what the member op{gosvas
talking about was the Yukon Gold Mining Alliancedathe
Yukon mining legacy, where they stepped up to leelpwith
the community of Ross River to ensure that, onnapteary
basis, they would be able to have an ice surfawbtteey put in
a warm-up shack or a change room shack for the aoritynto
have. | think that's just another example of what see every
day.

I went to the Yukon Hospital Foundation’s FestiGil
Trees. Before that, | was at the pro-am golf tomeat in the
summer. What we're seeing is way more companiesived
in making donations. Not only are we seeing moirgthbeing
donated, but record amounts of money are beingddiscause
there are more people; there’'s a stronger econant;people
are more generous with their donations. In faotréhwas a
commitment by the Yukon Hospital Foundation to eafk2
million toward the purchase of an MRI. The goal waslo that
over three years. And then also, actually, thisegoment
committed to match those funds to a total $4 mmllio buy an
MRI and to put it in the special room that it woulded, be-
cause it has special requirements. But it sourids Yukon
Hospital Foundation will meet their goal, not imelb years, but
probably in two years, which is speaking to whahatly is
going on in Yukon.

We have a lot of economy. We have a lot of diveraif
tion. There are a lot of people working. This iseaof those
extra spinoffs that occur. You know, when the gystita team
or the band or the hockey teams are looking for egoand

fundraising, it is not as hard as it used to beatTih because
there is a lot of money around; people are generdsis: result
of it, we are all winners from it.

As for your comments — | just don't have it with pieit |
was going to make mention of the significant inuestt that
Yukon has made in the beautiful town of Carcrosshim last
year in terms of the waterfront development. Milkoof dollars
have gone in support of the vision and the work ties done
with Carcross-Tagish First Nation, the local adwsoouncil
and the community to look at those opportunitieknow that
there are some wonderful plans out there. I'm not show
Parks Canada ties in because there is no natiamklip that
area, but | think there are a lot of people indbexmunity who
are committed. | know that when | went around fooélthe
communities last summer, | commented in every conityu
that | was in that no matter where you go, theeeaafew peo-
ple in those communities who just make it happeho are
there tirelessly; whatever needs to be done, thdife organiz-
ers. They're the ones who put it together.

Coming from a small community, | know what thatieel
and | know how important that is and how gratefanh that
there are people in every community who are so citteanto
their community and not for personal reasons, louttheir
community as a whole. They need to be recognizedife
work that they do. I'm confident that the good pleopf Car-
cross will continue to work toward all of the oppumities that
are out there in front of them. | do know in teraiommunity
distribution for Carcross for the 2012-13 year, idboking at
expenditures of just slightly below $3 million irsted by the
government into the community of Carmacks right now

A lot is being done. There’'s more work to do. kisother
one of those beautiful spots that we have many esé hn
Yukon. We look forward to continuing to work withet people
through our Minister of Community Services andth# other
ministers who play a big role in the communities.

Mr. Barr: Just for a little clarification about that $3
million or so — is it Carmacks or Carcross? Becauseuld
rather it be going to Carcross. | know they're $amil want $3
million to all the rural communities.

I'm glad that money is moving toward there. | wohlope
that, with the remainder of the funds that are gdorward, the
consultation process — we've seen with the debatl¢he
signage and the one-way street in Carcross an@w kme've
made some changes and maybe left to line items datevith
the minister — however, as we're speaking about would
hope that we could realize that in our consultatioth these
budgets — that we do it the first time when we’raking these
consultations — and follow the direction of the pleowho
actually live in that area, especially in this avelzere it looks
like we’re going to have to go back and redo somekw— so,
throwing good money after bad, really.

Actually, the good people of Carmacks — or Carcrass
tually — it's easy to do — there are even peoph Hre will-
ing to put in their own time to tear up some ofgh@urbs that
are kind of a safety hazard. No, | wasn't directemything
other than a hazardous situation of people steppfhg high
curb, and many who come to visit Carcross are Bldas we
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spend this money, | guess the important thingas we look at
the consultation process, as we are dealing with,great large
way, with the Peel planning process right now.

Having said that, it leads me to this budget andnteer-
ism and the volunteer strategy. | don't see a vigleinstrategy.
| understand that there has been a cut — | betlewefforts by
the person who is directing the territory to fostetunteerism
in the Yukon — that has been dropped.

When | think back years ago, | was actually inrattnce.
It's a national situation where volunteerism is ldgieg right
across the country. So, as we mentioned with tleedepart-
ments, EMS, EMO, let alone the people who are cgnoiat
for these consultations, taking up their time, peopho are
helping out with the Arctic Winter Games — whichsaa huge
success — we do know that, fiscally, volunteersvatanteers.
We are not hiring them to come and do these thiggs! think
it would be prudent to be able to reassess theeofif the Vol-
unteer Bureau in the Yukon to help them to contitaueecruit,
advertise — however this plan goes — but we look atrat-
egy that is going to recognize the good will of treople who
do come forward. With the winter games, with theiRal festi-
val that is going to be coming forward, with aletmusic festi-
vals, with the people at Canada Day who are therdot so
much throughout the communities — that we are ablecog-
nize them and see how we can be supportive of tteemn-
crease their numbers.

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: First off, | will apologize for say-
ing Carmacks instead of Carcross. Maybe we shoaleé h—
less than 26 communities, it should be only oneleter or
something like that, but thank you for pointing ttloait. That
was the amount for Carcross.

As for a specific position, | would like to defdrat ques-
tion to the department briefings and our departnueftate, if
we could, because | honestly can’t answer that.vihat | can
tell you, most assuredly, is that on the O&M sideery de-
partment has had an increase. There isn’t any tiepat that
has less money in O&M than they had before. Thasbeen
no increase on the O&M side for any departmentlaEacuse
me, | need a drink of water and then I'll make stlvat |1 say
that properly. There has been no decrease. In éaety de-
partment has had an increase in their O&M budgeéxeept
for the elections office, because there’s no eecthis year.
They get budgeted more money in an election yaar| lbe-
lieve it's about the same that it was in the ye#@orgo that. So,
get it all clear: every department has had an aszen their
O&M budget except for Elections Yukon. It's backwere it
is on years when they don’t have an election. &akhyou for
that.

You mentioned the Adédka — | have to think back atth
one of those wonderful events that's now occurrlirg.look-
ing forward to it being in the Kwanlin Dun Cultur@entre this
summer. Last summer, the Minister of Community Rew
and | were so excited, we were dancing on the stageadi-
tional dancing on the stage during that event — wamdcer-
tainly look forward to participation and engagemienthe fes-
tivities around that event again. | heard they'meng to sell
tickets next year for that event.

Mr. Barr: | was aware that the Premier and the minis-
ter opposite have been hanging around the rivelyland it's
good to see. That’s all | have for now.

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: I'd like to state for the record that
the Minister of Community Services and I, in faggre by the
river a couple of times recently. One was for thering of the
new Whitehorse library, which was a truly excitiegent with
a beautiful view from those windows on the riveesitVe also
had a couple of opportunities during Arctic Win@ames — a
couple of formal events and then just with theitradal games
going on there as well. We're very thankful to tkesanlin
Dun First Nation for opening up the cultural centréor to its
official opening which will be on National Aborigah Day,
which we're looking forward to. | think that cemdy those
Yukon people who had a chance to get in and seeuteral
centre during the Arctic Winter Games were inspirdée’re
certainly looking forward to the official openindni$ June.
What a tremendous addition to the Whitehorse weatetfthat
will serve all members of this community and Yukon many
years to come.

Ms. Stick: This is a different bit of an angle on a
budget question and it's going to be really brigfist want to
point out that when answers are often premised sathe real
negatives regarding this party or the leader orTthied Party,
it's not helpful. One of the things that was brougp was time
management and our skills at that.

I would like to make a suggestion to the Premiet see if
we could get a response that’s going to be helpfud, that's to
move forward on budget debate. This side want®tprbpared
as best it can. All of us have more than one cat&a and not
knowing what's coming next makes it difficult fois o be
ready with our questions. | know the House Leadwase
talked about this, and a request has gone outwihahave a
reasonable schedule of the departments. | meaknow that
the days can vary on how long the debate mighbgdifferent
departments, but if we knew ahead of time — thithesorder
and this is how we’re going to get there — thishis order of
the departments — then we will be better able tmashp here,
to have our questions ready and go and get theebudizne.
That's what we're asking, and I'm just wonderingtifit would
be a possibility, where we know the intended oatet we can
be ready. It would be an efficient use of our tiraed it would
be a much better use of your time, as well as épaity minis-
ters who have to come and sit here. We're all fiat.t This is
what we’d like to do.

We have appreciated just even, three or four dagadof
time of briefings, knowing what the schedule isafThas been
helpful, because then we can manage our time wieare \try-
ing to do everything else in our busy days — thmesas eve-
ryone else has busy days. So | would ask the Preinibat
could be a consideration. | know you can’t comenigh exact
dates, because we don't know how long debate wiflog each
department. But if we could have the order, thadt miake
things much more efficient, at least for us — angédfully for
everyone else in this House.

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: Thank you for the question from
the Member for Riverdale South. | think it's a difflt ques-
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tion. It's certainly something that | would like teave for the
House Leaders to discuss. | can say that to eshabii order is
difficult because life happens, and things hapem people
get called to meetings, and people are sick. titaetimes very
difficult to say, “Here’s the lineup and this is aihit’'s going to
happen.” Even on the little notice there is somefmthere
ends up having to be changes to that order. | waldd sug-
gest that during the times — we had the budget cdpéast
Thursday, and then through the weekend, everybadyah the
documentation.

There was a pre-briefing. | think the opportunikysés for
the opposition to prepare for all of them in termfi®eing ready
by starting to put your questions together, bectheses in fact
what it is that we are trying to aspire to — thepoytunity to
see that all the departments are able to be loakezhd re-
viewed and duly debated prior to a vote in the Houss |
mentioned again, it will be something that we alh¢ake part
in terms of the length of the questions, the lengfttihe re-
sponses as well, and just really trying with efforbudget time
accordingly based on the volume — on the departmémtre
the priorities are for the opposition and then mgvforward
with that.

Ms. Stick:
that’s fine, and that circumstances change andstfiae. We
are not asking for something on stone tablets. Véeaaking
that we be given a reasonable order that we céowfollo this
point, we still haven’t completed our departmenéfimgs, and
don’t know the order.

We're hoping to get that. Again, when we have haal t
briefings, they've been great. | appreciate what staff has
done and again, we just want to make this as efftcas possi-
ble so that we’re not leaving off 10 or 12 deparitsel think if
we see something in the order and there was somgethie
thought might not be reached at the end, we woskditato be
moved forward. We would also want a little flexityl that
way, but really what we're asking for is: give usetlineup.
Let's get on that. Let's work on that. If it reallyoks like the
time’s going to end, we'll try and speed it up. Way and get
it done.

We don’t want to leave a budget not debated, orcoat-
pletely debated. That's not our goal. We hope &pkeur ques-
tions to a minimum — not to a minimum — we hopekéep
our questions informative, but short so that thier¢ime to
move on to the next one. | just, again, ask thenixe is this in
the realm of possibility? | would hope so.

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: | think what | want to do is to de-
fault to House Leaders. This has traditionally beéesir re-
sponsibility, something that gets worked out amtiveyHouse
Leaders. It's difficult to put something togethkat is in stone.
They should get together to see how accommodalieg ¢an
be. | would also acknowledge what the member hakesp
about, in terms of the time they will take to abk fuestion,
and we certainly will entertain the ability to tiy answer those
guestions as well and quickly as possible. | erageimembers
of the opposite side of the House to look at theaarthat they
want to focus on most and budget their time acoggj to
make sure that those areas get the time that immtad.

Ms. Stick: Thank you for that answer, Madam Chair.
It will be duly noted and hopefully House Leadeiifl e able
to move forward on that.

There are lots of line items in this budget thas tharty
will be supporting. There are many programs — meayyital,
much O&M — that we’re for; we agree to those thing#e
will be asking hard questions, though, about thitiga we're
not sure about or things that we see as missimg fh@ budget.

One of the things that I've been hearing a lot wtatking
to constituents, and having worked for the govermmmie the
past, | still have a lot of contacts — one of theaa that seems
to be increasing in numbers is the use of employdes are
not permanent. | know many, many people in manyadep
ments across the government. | am not saying amnyttispar-
aging about any employee of this government. Iktpeople
work hard and do the very best they can. But whiat't see is
this government being supportive of individuals whant to
work in this government. Many are in auxiliary caltcposi-
tions. Some are term. Some people get hired orrawnfThis
isn't just for a few months or even a year. It'seof for many
years that these people work under these conditions

When they are in those positions, though thereisesfi-

We understand that change happens andancial compensation for it, they don’t have paak slays or

holidays or benefits that the person sitting atdeek next to
them, or working in the hospital next to them, hetsey are not
being treated as equally as many of their co-wark&@hey
don’t have a sense of stability. Refuse a shift keytworked
five 12-hour shifts, and now it's a day off and smme calls
and says to come to work. They are only allowednsmy of
those refusals. This might have been their only dffy this

might be their only day off with their family, wittheir chil-

dren, with their spouse. This might be the only dffywhen

they get to sleep and catch up on work, and if ey no too
many times, then they don’t have a job. Lots ofhthget over-
time and | would suggest that overtime can be aldbimg, if

that is what they want, but if it is not, money do& replace
your health. Money doesn't replace sleep that yoo'tdget.

Money doesn't replace time they get to spend witkirtfami-

lies.

What I'm trying to get to is that these individualsork
across our government. They work in the jail; thayk in our
hospitals; they work in our schools; they work wcisl ser-
vices; they work in Highways and Public Works; thegrk in
our liquor stores — it's all across the governmamnd it's go-
ing up. We can talk about an $80-million surplusd @hose
individuals are getting paycheques, but they're getting the
benefits and it doesn’t make for a happy employegir're
always on that edge. If you're always wondering:ké,
here’'s my day off; what chance do | have?” We heardut
that at the continuing care facility. There aregleavho put in
a lot of overtime — a lot of overtime. They're pdat it, cer-
tainly, but again, there’s not that guarantee liemnt that they'll
have a job. What I'm looking for — and I've not Imeable to
discern in this budget — | see FTEs; | see theraviery de-
partment. How many people are working? And what ¢umni-
ous about and what I'd like to know is, do those&eBTnclude
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those terms, those auxiliaries and those contrdaesthey part
of that budget?

The other piece | want to know about is: what dre t
hours of overtime that we are paying? Where dook |for
those numbers — in terms of what are the hoursseftime at
the jail? What are the hours of overtime at theptiak or at the
continuing care, or in our schools? It's importdron’t like to
see people not being treated fairly, when the mersext to
them is doing the same job, same hours, same etjpes, but
is treated differently from what they are. So it thminister
could perhaps point me in that direction or provikat infor-
mation, | would appreciate that.

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: | think what the member opposite
is talking about really more boils down to a persanissue,
which then falls into the context of the Public \Bee Commis-
sion versus — this isn’t a budget issue — right n®\hat |
can say in terms of what you’re saying is that jesently, the
Minister of Education announced moving 22 parapgsifeals,
who were in sort of a year-to-year position. Ween&wrmally
announced that those would be permanent positibhere
were 22 of them that were just announced. But imseof re-
sponse to what you're saying, | think that's beséveered by
the Public Service Commission.

Ms. Stick:
Public Service Commission; I'm very aware of thatld hope
we get there. | hope we get to that piece becawsehtas not
been a budget area that has been debated. | asg Kmough,
that departments are the ones that know what tiesiource
needs are in terms of manpower. They're the ones agk;
they're the ones who have to manage some of thatialterms
of their budgets and overtime. | look forward teisg it in the
Public Service Commission, but | certainly thinkith are other
ways of getting at that information also.

Can we get that number? Even in terms of acrossgthi-
ernment, what are the auxiliary numbers and what they
foreseen to be?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: | will defer that question to the
department-by-department discussions.

Ms. Stick:
housing and housing needs. | don’'t want to lookkktacwhat
has happened, but | would suggest that | would tikéook
forward, and one of the areas in housing has twitto afford-
able housing. | know that is all wrapped up indwetilability,
housing sales and the cost of lots.

| see that the government is intending to give nydoethe
City of Whitehorse to move ahead quicker on Whigéand. |
remember when the memorandum of understanding tligh
government was signed between this government lendity
with regard to planning and lots for the City of Mé¢horse. At
that time, | think the city had two planners. Thegsure on the
city to continue to do more and more and more heseased,
and | realize that that money comes back to thesm fthis
government. But I'm worried — we will push aheadttwi
Whistle Bend; we’ll get more lots out; some peopilk be able
to afford those. Some people will be able to afftrdse — a
lot of people won't. Or, they can afford a lot, kbey’ll never
be able to afford a house to put on it. So thesoklat afford-

I would agree. | know that comes under the

| wanted to talk a bit about some of the

able housing. We've talked or we've heard — andftimaling
set out for lot 262. Again, it's a great thing tlyau want to do
this. But what | find hard is that this isn’t going be a quick
process. For one thing, it has to go through the The Minis-
ter of Health and Social Services isn’t here, lispoke to that
yesterday — about the difficulties — or, the pritaty — about
the difficulties of getting development done insthity.

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

Point of order

Chair: Mr. Cathers, on a point of order.

Hon. Mr. Cathers: | think it was probably uninten-
tional on the part of the Member for Riverdale $oudut it's
out of order to refer to the absence of a member.

Chair: Ms. Stick, on the point of order.

Ms. Stick: | apologize for that. | was concentrating on
something else, and let that one slip by. It wér@ppen again
— I'll try.

Chair: Thank you.

Ms. Stick: Where was 1? It's going to take time —
there will not be “shovels in the ground” this swyi It might
be for a photo op, but it certainly won't be forilding. The
city has a whole process of zoning, public hearingst peri-
ods and then decisions are made — and then develdpm
plans have to come forward. So there’s going ttirhe before
any of that happens. | just wonder what else ithenbudget.
We saw quite an exercise the city did last yeakilogp at the
south part of Whitehorse under the clay cliffs —denthe air-
port there — and haven't heard anything back frbat.tThey
did a lot of work. They did a lot of consultatiorhey talked to
people. They had charettes — again, where is it don't
we see that in the budget as something coming fokwa
whether it be multi-family or high-rises or affotidla housing?
There has just been nothing. Can the ministeutelvhere that
is, please?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: What we are doing this year, we
have budgeted $25 million for Whistle Bend for pgsg and 2
for this year. We have budgeted $5 million thisrya de-
tailed design work on phases 3, 4 and 5 so thatameensure
that we have lots coming out in 2014, as well. \Alked about
new monies for the city to help them to start logkpast Whis-
tle Bend to where we are going next, so that wetdmve the
same situation happen as we had this time wheraweut and
we were not ready to go.

One of the things | want to mention is that we hbeen
establishing and have a very good working relatignsvith
the City of Whitehorse. I've been down there megtinith
them on their turf, and the mayor was appreciataging she
doesn’t remember when the Premier of Yukon had cdaven
to talk to them in their office. We have had miaistgo down
there; we've had our officials working with thermdaso we
are working together with the city. Part of thaeeise is look-
ing at what are the next options.

Perhaps it's on the east side of the river. Thenmoald
need to talk about whether we're going to needidgbr That
probably or may include conversations with Kwarilinn and
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Ta'an Kwéach’an as well. That might be one of thopportuni-
ties that | spoke about before about why we haveeyadn a
surplus and net financial resources, because taesehings
that don't get picked up in the TFF; we need toehtine money
to be able to do that.

As for Lot 262, as the Member for Riverdale South i

aware, it conforms to the OCP, with the city’s cifl commu-
nity plan. We don't see this as being a big impesitn Our
plan is to be going out — as the Minister of Enefgynes and
Resources commented, we look to see something gomit
very shortly to the private sector on this, with expectation
that the proponent would then be going to the titymove

forward. We're optimistic that this process is gpito move
along at a good pace. This has been a priorityywas men-
tioned, | think, by our minister responsible forettyukon

Housing Corporation. We came out with the expressibin-

terest very quickly after the election. It was theére and it is a
priority for us to see that there is a minimum antoaf afford-

able units that will be a part of that development.

We’'re also dealing with Kwanlin Dun. We signed #de
of understanding with Kwanlin Dun last August takofor-
ward at opportunities they have. If the member sfipo
doesn’t know, they are the largest landowner within City of
Whitehorse. | think it's about 42 square kilometthat they
own. So we're talking with them. Actually, the Gonment of
Yukon has a number of properties as well. To ansyeenr
question, | think you were referring a little hitthat area of'®
Avenue and Rogers — in that area where we havenahbof
land. One of the things that we've been waitingifogeotech-
nical work, in terms of stability in the clay chkffand what
boundaries are going to be allowable for develognirerthat
area. We have already spoken with the City of Wiiitse on
this issue, and we're ready to start to move fodwarlooking
at what the options will be. But certainly, we afgo entertain-
ing the thought of looking at whether some of theperties we
have here — and a number of them are downtown —ame
move ahead or are going to move ahead — perhapsgage
the private sector in meeting some of those demématsare
out there.

Yukon Housing Corporation — for this year, in terofs
capital vote planned estimates for 2012-13: repad upgrade
— $2.575 million; home ownership — $7.150 milliocom-
munity and industry partnering — $4.185 millioncsd hous-
ing — $500,000; staff housing — $1.35 million — sowf the
things, just in terms of capital — right now — istment by
this government.

We have a lot of things that are going on. | thim& mem-
ber has mentioned she’s aware of some of the staffs hap-
pening. As | had spoken about before, you cantt jusp out
of the gate and spend money. You have to makethateyou
look at these projects and that they are the nigbjects and
that we do them in a manner that ensures we ang laeicount-
able to the taxpayers of the Yukon and that weuareg their
money wisely.

Ms. Stick:
at some of the zoning in the city and | was pretyvinced

that Lot 262 is actually designated “UR,” which-is or “RU”
— | can’t remember which it is, but it means “undeated”.

Whatever the zoning was, it was something that geasg
to have to be rezoned to put family lots in. Itiviive to be
rezoned, and there is a process that the cityliesg in their
bylaws, and that's the way it works. So it's not ere can
move it quickly, but it will take awhile, in oth&rords.

I'm really glad to hear the Premier is going toyGitall to
talk to the mayor and people there, because wheslat City
Hall for five years, it always kind of amazed menhthe gov-
ernment never took the city into account at ak. the Yukon’s
capital city. It was important. It took a lot off@ft — not often
successfully — to get any kind of dialogue happgniith the
city. The city does not own land in this municipalilt only
owns the land its buildings are on. A lot of peogta’t know
that, and get confused and don’t understand whyitlyeisn't
opening up land everywhere.

It wasn'’t the city’'s — they don’t have it. Yes, tRast Na-
tions do. They are the largest landowners witha rtfunicipal
boundaries. The rest is Commissioner’s land. lohgs to the
government, so they do have a say and they neked belping
with that planning. So I'm glad to hear that thevggmment is
going down and talking with the city in our capithlis impor-
tant to recognize that and I'm sure Madam Chairlieen in a
similar situation and felt that often municipalgi@end others
did not have a voice with government.

The Premier talked about the east side of the .ridee
there any other areas where this government hasnmim
sioner’s land that they are looking at and askimgdity to par-
ticipate in the planning for?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: As we were discussing, | believe
that Lot 262 is OCP compliant. There will have te fome
zoning done. Our idea is that we are looking far pnoposals.
We know what we are asking for from the proponents.

We'll see what comes forward. They will then hawegb
to the city. We have been meeting with the cityligcuss this
issue and we're confident that relationship and timalerstand-
ing of what we’re trying to do will help facilitat® ensure that
this goes through the most expeditious processshmissible.

As | mentioned about AYC, | think this is a govermn
that is very conscious that while the majority —7&r percent
of Yukoners — live in this city, there is a lot gfface out there;
we have a lot of other communities. In fact, as tiember
across is aware, we have a number of members srsitte of
the House who are past municipal councillors ad welcer-
tainly, Madam Chair, our Member for Pelly-Nisutiimd also
our Health and Social Services minister. So we hexeri-
ence; we have people who are at our table talkbautamu-
nicipalities and ensuring that’'s something thatoeasider and
factor in.

As for where we’re going to go next, that’s notiety our
decision to make as the member opposite is awaneK there
are a number of options out there at which theisitgoking.

What we have said is that we want to facilitate fracess

| just want to caution the Premier. | looked and if they don’t have the people and the assgtd riow to be

able to get that process moving forward, we're imgiito be
involved at this point to see that we can stamntaove forward
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with the work that needs to be done to clearlyrdefivhat the
next steps are and where we’re going to go nexihabowe get
back to what I've talked about before, and thahes opportu-
nity for people to go to the counter and get a lldhink that

there was a day when that used to happen in thigoty and

we need to be able to get back to that day. | thivat also
solves some of the issues that we have on thengriide be-
cause whenever the demand exceeds the supply —neler-u
stand what happens with everything when | talk ailoe total

package of getting a lot and putting a house ohthink get-

ting above that curve and ensuring we can haveplgthat’s

exceeding the demand would help us, as well, inirsglsome
of those problems on the costing side.

This is an important priority for this governmehthink
all of us, when we were at the doorstep, heardttligtwas an
important priority. We have delineated parts of stategy and
the things that not only are we doing now, but wemitted to
doing through this mandate.

We look forward to delivering on those things theg im-
portant to all Yukoners.

Mr. Tredger: I'd like to begin by thanking the deputy
minister and the Department of Finance for the wibiy did
on the budget and for helping walk us through itey{f spent a
considerable amount of time explaining it and gdimgugh it
and it was much appreciated.

I'd also like to thank very much all of the emplegeof the
Yukon government. There are a lot of people who &dnd
in building this budget — people in every departtmen and
they have done a lot of work toward this, and lka Ito thank
them for that. I'd also like to thank the membeppasite and
the ministers for working together to put this fand. It's not
always easy to move from politics to governancel Bnom-
mend the Premier for building an inclusive teans fuch
appreciated. | think it will build a stronger Yukon

The minister talks about the uncertainty of thedlsvorld.
| appreciate that uncertainty and attempting tddbai budget
around that.

| spent the first 40 years of my life in northertbérta,
where the oil industry was just coming in. | havénessed,
first-hand, the ups and downs of a commodity inguatvhen
we are talking about small businesses, what happéies an
economy gets overheated is it becomes very atteatti larger
businesses. Our local businesses, ones that hanehleee, paid
taxes and built our economy, must try and keep upeend
up with a fly-in, fly-out economy. We have businessoming
from the south. In order to keep up, they needxjmaed. In
order to expand, they need to borrow money andhadre-
mier so eloquently stated, sooner or later theepoicmoney is
going to rise. Our businesses will have debt, terpenses will
increase, and sooner or later the commodity bubileburst.
One of the biggest mistakes an investor can mat@ sgy this
time it will be different, because sooner or laitewvon’t be
different. Our businesses and our land and our |perged to
be cognizant of that — and our government.

One of the things | learned when | was there is llefore
industry came, before it expanded, there was the #nd there
were the people. When industry leaves, there willthe land

and the people. So | applaud portions of the butigetsupport
the environment, that support our small busineghas support
our placer miners who have been here for a long &md will
continue to be here.

The people of the Mayo-Tatchun area are an innewati
people and they are resourceful people. They'réngito work
with the government; they're willing to work witttter people.
They love who they are and they love where they What
I'm hearing from them is they're getting concerredubut the
pace of development. They're concerned about oilityato
adequately provide oversight, to adequately monitbat is
happening on their land.

This isn't a problem that | have with our civil sie.
What | see happening is they are working extrerhelyd and
very diligently, but | hear more and more that tlaeg stressed
and stretched to the limit. When | look at the betdgnd | see
that in Environment — while the minister is corréleat there
is a slight increase, | wonder whether that willegthem the
resources so they can go home at night feeling thley’'ve
done a good job, rather than feeling exhaustethatothey can
use their creativity and productivity to do what want them
to do — the direction from the government, whichdsact as
stewards of the land. It's important that we ge¢aah of the
curve, that we ensure safety and increasingly eistewards of
our land.

Our capacity to remain on top of things we mustdoai-
as the Premier said, you can only do so much wookea time.
We need to be careful that we're not asking too hmofcthe
people in the Yukon and our civil service. They amrking
hard; they want to feel like they are performingithob in a
good way.

Currently, we have over 300,000 active claims. |vaom-
dering: do we have the ability to ensure thereaatequate in-
spections, that there’s adequate oversight, ané’thadequate
enforcement of the activities on these claims? Mahyhose
claims have just recently been staked. There lweshold of
activity that is involved. If those claims are doueder that
threshold — and | will get into that next time I'ap — if that
doesn’t create a review, what happens is then tiase to
make a report after their work is done. When | geeterm
“300,000 claims” — and it may be off somewhat beseait is a
moving figure, as the Premier said. Each year tlaeeemore
and more and more.

If it is not 300,000, it is well over 200,000, aitds a re-
cord number. That is almost 10 claims per adultofigt. Do
we have the capacity to visit those claims, to réedreports
on those claims?

Another concern | have in the budget is with Higksva
and Public Works. Do we have the dollars to make shat
our highways are adequate and that people whenattgegriv-
ing on them are safe and secure? | was readingbtie re-
ports that had been done for the government atatked about
the need for passing lanes and the need for palld# we get
more and more traffic — people in motor homes wieam-
ing up for the tourism industry and citizens whe alriving
around — we need to make sure that those are ianadv We
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already know how long it takes this government toldba
school. How long will it take to upgrade our roggtem?

Madam Chair, | move that you report progress.

Chair: It has been moved by Mr. Tredger that we re-
port progress on Bill No Girst Appropriation Act, 2012-13

Motion agreed to

Hon. Mr. Cathers: I move that the Speaker do now
resume the Chair.
Chair: It has been moved by the Government House

Leader that the Speaker do now resume the Chair.
Motion agreed to

Speaker resumes the Chair

Speaker: | will now call the House to order.
May the House have a report from the Chair of Cotteai
of the Whole?

Chair’s report

Ms. McLeod: Mr. Speaker, Committee of the Whole
has considered Bill No. 6, entitleldirst Appropriation Act,
2012-13 and directed me to report progress.

Speaker: You have heard the report of the Chair of
Committee of the Whole. Are you agreed?

Some Hon. Members:  Agreed.

Speaker: | declare the report carried.
Hon. Mr. Cathers: I move that the House do now ad-
journ.

Speaker: It has been moved by the Government House
Leader that the House do now adjourn.
Motion agreed to

Speaker:  The House now stands adjourned until 1:00
p.m. Monday.

The House adjourned at 5:30 p.m.

The following Sessional Papers were tabled March 22
2012:

33-1-32
Ombudsman 2011 Annual Report (Speaker Laxton)

33-1-33
Information and Privacy Commissioner 2011 Annuat Re
port (Speaker Laxton)



