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Yukon Legislative Assembly
Whitehorse, Yukon
Monday, March 26, 2012 — 1:00 p.m.

Speaker: I will now call the House to order. We will
proceed at this time with prayers.

Prayers
DAILY ROUTINE

Speaker:  We will proceed at this time with the Order
Paper.

Tributes.
TRIBUTES

In recognition of National Epilepsy Awareness Month

Hon. Mr. Graham: Today another 42 Canadians will
learn that they have epilepsy, adding to the 3@zens —
I'm sorry, Mr. Speaker, | should indicate that I'doing the
tribute to National Epilepsy Awareness Month ondiebf all
members of the Legislature — who now live with thisuro-
logical disorder, also known as the “silent disotd®lore than
twice as many Canadians are living with epilepsyihb cere-
bral palsy, muscular dystrophy, and multiple s&d&rocom-
bined.

Epilepsy is not a disease. It's a symptom of a olegical
disorder, a physical condition that from time tméi produces
brief disturbances in the normal electrical funcsoof the
brain. Epilepsy is characterized by sudden, brieizses,
whose nature and intensity vary from person to@er#t af-
fects children, teens and adults and many areteeitito speak
out about it, which is why it is referred to as #ilent disorder.
That's why today I'm asking my colleagues here doognize
March as Epilepsy Awareness Month. | want theirphil
breaking the silence around this disorder.

There is hope for sufferers of this disorder. Caniadthe
leader in the fight to find the cure for epilepRgsearch efforts
are showing promise for new ways to treat and marthg
condition, from new anticonvulsant drugs that am@vmg suc-
cessful, to dietary supplements that are also tassisStrides
are being made through the use of deep brain stioal as
well.

This month is dedicated to increasing public anofgs-
sional awareness of the disorder as a univergaltable brain
disorder, to change attitudes, dispel myths argkrepilepsy to
a new level of visibility, especially in the publiomain, and to
help meet the education awareness, prevention eandcs
needs of individuals suffering from this disorder.

Some Yukoners live with epilepsy.

We acknowledge them. We acknowledge the EpilepsgkiII

Awareness Month on behalf of them and all Canadians

Speaker:  Introduction of visitors.

INTRODUCTION OF VISITORS

Hon. Mr. Kent: Mr. Speaker, | would like members
of this House to join me in welcoming to the Legtare Mr.

Deuling’s grade 11 social studies class from Vamatholic
Secondary School today. | invite members to join afier
Question Period in the members’ lounge to answegrcares-
tions the students may have.

Applause

Speaker:
bling?

TABLING RETURNS AND DOCUMENTS

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: Mr. Speaker, | have for tabling
the Fleet Vehicle Agency 2012-13 business plan.

Are there any returns or documents for ta-

Speaker:  Are there any reports of committees?
Are there any petitions?

Are there any bills to be introduced?

Are there any notices of motion?

NOTICES OF MOTION

Mr. Hassard: | rise to give notice of the following
motion:

THAT this House urges the Yukon government to tnee t
2012-13 budget to continue to work toward the moidation
of the land titles system.

Ms. McLeod:
motion:

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon te us
the 2012-13 budget to provide $561,000 in incre&seding to
non-governmental organizations.

| rise to give notice of the following

Hon. Mr. Cathers:
ing motion:

THAT the Yukon Legislative Assembly, pursuant t@-se
tion 2 of theOmbudsman Actrecommends that the Commis-
sioner and Executive Council Office appoint Timotlgy
Koepke as the Ombudsman of the Yukon for a ternfivef
years effective May 1, 2012.

| rise to give notice of the follow-

Mr. Silver:
tion:

THAT this House urges the Yukon government to work
with public schools, the private sector, the minamgmmunity,
First Nations, Skills Canada and other NGOs, ankoYiuCol-
lege, to develop a comprehensive plan to offerituahining
in skills, trades and technology in the Yukon tdk

(1) enable Yukoners to gain valuable skills that aliow
them to be eligible for opportunities that are lgeioffered
throughout the territory;

(2) encourage Yukon youth who wish to pursue car@er
s, trades and technologies;

(3) potentially include inter-provincial accreditat which
recognizes journeypersons throughout Canada,

(4) address the need for the unique skills thahamessary
for working in Arctic climates;

(5) create short-term, immediate solutions usingpeoa-
tive learning to address the current need forimgiand a long-
term vision with defined achievable timelines; and

| rise to give notice of the following mo-
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(6) recognize the high level of academic abilitgyuieed to
enter fields connected with skills, trades and netbygies.

Speaker:

QUESTION PERIOD

Question re: Wetland protection

Ms. White: Mr. Speaker, can the Minister of Envi-
ronment give us an update on the development dlibasdata
for both the headwaters of the Yukon River andittentified
wetlands in the Whitehorse Trough area?

Hon. Mr. Dixon: When it comes to identifying wet-
lands for protection, we typically do that througie land
claims process, as well as the land use planningess. |
would remind the member opposite that through thethN
Yukon land use planning process, we identified sah¢he
biggest wetlands complexes in North America fort@ecton.
They were identified through that process and shdie way
we will continue to do that.

Ms. White: We all know that baseline data is critical
to measuring impacts of developments. Our wateneatthnds
are essential. Water is life, and without waterehis no life.
The Yukon Party government has said it is focusedevelop-
ing best practices for environmentally sound degweient.
Where is the Department of Environment at in thigcpss of
developing best practices to protect wetlands aadiWaters of
the Yukon River watershed?

Hon. Mr. Dixon: The member opposite can look to
our budget this sitting to see the commitment weeha water
resources and monitoring. We've increased wateoureg
monitoring in areas that are specifically affectsddevelop-
ment, including the White Gold region, where weidentified
two additional water monitoring systems, both oiisila Creek
and Scroggie Creek. Additionally, | would say twe general
topic of water, we are committed to developing éewatrategy
for Yukon. It's something we identified in our piatm and
we’ll look forward to moving forward on expeditidys

Ms. White: My question is for the Minister of Envi-
ronment again. Which needs drive the developmenbesit
practices — the needs of the ecosystems and watiysir the
needs of industries that are applying for licertcedevelop our
natural resources?

Hon. Mr. Dixon: Of course, as we look around the
Yukon at specific areas for protection, we identdyeas
through the land use planning process, as welhasimple-
mentation of First Nation final agreements.

In the case of the White Gold region, we've ideatfan
area that is anticipated to have additional devekqt, so we
are collecting additional information to provideettmost sound
environmental data and science that we can forrdgion. Of
course, there are a number of ways we identify ipeareas
for protection and, as | said, the land use plagppirocess and
the First Nation final agreements are at the hdalad list.

This brings us to Question Period.

Question re:  School attendance
Mr. Tredger:
again of the serious problem of school attendancethe

Yukon. While it is a very serious issue at F.H. libsl poor
attendance is also an issue at other schools, iafipen rural
Yukon. It would be interesting to know from the rsier if the
problem is getting worse. Our students are walking of
school in frightening numbers. Fewer than 60 pedroémural
students finish high school. Research has shownsthdents
need to become engaged in the process of educdtius.is
done through the building of relationships.

What is the minister doing to bring students batk ithe
classroom?

Hon. Mr. Kent: I'm sure all members in this House
will recognize that attendance continues to be alehge for
Yukon students, with rural and First Nation studdmiving the
highest rates of absenteeism. The pattern, as o, kstarts in
elementary school and some students will miss ashrag two
years of school by the time they enter high schit'sl.some-
thing that | know we on this side of the House alidnembers
of this House take very seriously.

We as a department need to provide programmingatifiat
engage these students. We are doing so througFimirNa-
tion curriculum, but we also have to engage théresrsichool
community — the students, the parents and the ézachVe
need to get to the root of the problem and comevitip solu-
tions that make sense so we can improve the atterdaum-
bers for students in the Yukon.

Mr. Tredger: The relationship of school staff with
students and parents is critical to the processngfging stu-
dents. Principals are a critical link for buildingsponsive and
engaging school communities. This is especiall tiru First
Nation communities. Just this week we heard on@natipat
school communities and First Nation partnershipsdemuch
to be desired. Principals tell me that the actumétthey have
for this important function has been reduced. Teaglstaff,
and particularly principals, are extremely busyhwibe work
they have to do now. Bureaucratic functions haardtically
increased, and a new staffing formula has resuttguatincipals
having even less time for community involvement. nylaof
our rural schools have only part-time principals.

Will the minister commit to increasing principakéme to
ensure they can build the partnerships and relsttips neces-
sary to improve attendance in our communities?

Hon. Mr. Kent: There are a number of initiatives that
the Department of Education has undertaken to ixgschool
attendance: more experiential programming to engaggents,
more First Nation cultural and language conterthicurricu-
lum to make school more meaningful for this targetup, as
well as the establishment of the Individual Leagn@entre that
we have seen happen in Whitehorse a number of pearsin-
der the then Minister of Education, the Hon. Joldzdfza. So
there are a number of things that the departmenbiking on
to engage students and improve their attendance.

There is also the aspect of working with parentstking
with staff, working with students — really engagitigt entire
school community, and it's something that | notidest-hand
on my travels throughout the territory over thetpamuple of

We have recently been made awaremonths to visit each school. Each school is unigaeh school

requires special attention and that’s the way thaduld like to
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address this, Mr. Speaker — really, on a schootdheol basis
to ensure that the school community is engageanpraving
the attendance numbers and really improving theessc of
those students graduating from our public schools.

Mr. Tredger:
stress that it’'s important that our teachers andcjgrals have
time to engage the community.

Mr. Speaker, lack of attendance is a complex probdé
community support, of group pressures and of gavent as a
whole.

Schools are a reflection of their community, andakes
the whole community to respond to educational proid. In
the past, superintendents of education were mucte rime
volved in local schools — visiting classrooms, nragtwith
students, parents and teachers. There was a Siepetémt in
Dawson City who had first-hand knowledge of thddris and
current situation and with the opportunity to visther rural
schools. Our superintendents were able to effdgtizet as a
conduit — a window for the school into the depantinend a
window from the department into the schools. Theas a di-
rect link from schools and their communities to tepartment
concerning local issues. Will the Minister of Edtica con-
sider locating superintendents in the regions,abrthe very
least, direct them to schedule regular visits ks@iools —

Speaker:
elapsed.

Hon. Mr. Kent:
and February of this year, | had the opportunityigit a num-
ber of rural schools, including Teslin, Watson Lakarmacks,
Faro, Ross River, Dawson City, Mayo and Pelly ArggsOne
of the discussion points | had with administratées,chers and
school councils when | was visiting there is thedjevork and
the fact that they appreciate the work of the snpamdents, as
far as their role goes. Superintendents have difteresponsi-
bilities. One is assigned to northern schools arzhsed here in
Whitehorse.

From the indications that | have had, he is doifigngastic
job. | want to encourage the superintendents tdirnoa to do
that good work on behalf of our department and geghe
school communities when it comes to addressingessssuch
as attendance and student success rates. Tradéscandlogy
in the schools is another thing that one of theesufendents
has been talking about to Robert Service Schookidgasure
that they have the necessary time and are ablésibthose
schools is something that is very important to menaister —
and again, important to my caucus and Cabinet aglies on
this side of the House.

Speaker’s statement

Speaker:
to remind all members that in the back of the Staj@®rders,
there is a section here, “Guidelines for Oral QuesPeriod”.
Number 7 states: “A brief preamble will be allowiadhe case
of the main question, and a one-sentence preambl&eaval-
lowed in the case of each supplementary question.”

You have one minute to ask your questions and aitein
and a half to respond. | would like you to workitdd closer to
keep within those time frames.

Questionre:  Land development

Mr. Silver: Mr. Speaker, we have established that this
government adds to the Yukon's housing crisis whelrives
up lot prices. For example, the government spennifiton to

Thank you for that answer, and | would get 30 lots in the new Grizzly Valley subdivisioeady for

market. This includes building roads and puttingelactrical
lines. Those costs become part of the lot pricésit Thcludes
also the incredible $1 million spent on two culgetd keep
wildlife off the road. That boondoggle landed YukonMac-
lean’s magazine’s list of “99 stupid things the governinen
spent your money on”. It actually cracked the t@p I&m sure
the minister has something to say about the magazimding.
Does the minister think that it is wrong to be icited for
blowing $1 million on moose diversion?

Hon. Ms. Taylor: As the member opposite has
pointed out, this government, in fact, does beliévat land
availability and land affordability is in fact aiprity of this
government. That is why this government continwesark to
make land available throughout the Yukon. Justnttgewhen
the budget was tabled by the Minister of Financét €entains
about $35-million worth of land development expense go
toward the land development throughout rural Yukehether
it's in Haines Junction, whether it's in Dawson \Citvhether
it's in Whitehorse, or other. Again, there is a rsfigant

Order please. The members time hasamount of work that goes toward developing propsrti

whether it is off-site infrastructure or on-sitefrastructure.

Again, during my travels in January This government does remain committed to making kavail-

able, and that includes the Grizzly Valley subdons

Mr. Silver: Those wildlife culverts added about
$35,000 to the price of each of those lots in GyiAzalley.
When | read the reports that not a single animalused these
deluxe private wildlife corridors, | went out toeséor myself,
and sure enough, the tracks show wildlife is pailytavoiding
these culverts. | would be happy to share withrtiaister the
video that | took of the moose tracks. The ungslatelked
down the cutline toward the culverts and then dedidrom the
line and walked across the road. To compare, tlye @iOt-
tawa spent about the same amount of money to dasigues-
trian bridge over a highway, except there were altuno
plans to ever actually build the bridge, and thénd even
know if it was needed. Does the minister think tiet $1 mil-
lion spent on moose culverts that no moose havd sieuld
put their government on the same list as $1 milkpent on
designing pedestrian bridges no one is going tlBui

Hon. Ms. Taylor: Well, as | was just trying to point
out for the members opposite, the Government of oviuls
working toward bringing upwards of 300 developesidential
lots to market between now and the end of 2013s@&lparticu-
lar lots will be found throughout the Yukon, whathgs in

Before the next member speaks, | just wanicarmacks, Dawson City, Mayo, Watson Lake and Whitet,

As | spoke about at great length in last week’ssfiaa Period,
there is a significant amount of work that goesamivthe de-
velopment of any particular land development suisdin,
including Grizzly Valley.

Mr. Speaker, when it comes to that, we do valupaesi-
ble land development practices, and we believs itery im-
portant to minimize adverse environmental impactsilev
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working to meet the demand for a wide variety ofvmesiden-
tial lot options. That will continue to be the cdsam here on
out.

Mr. Silver:
wasn’t the only one to get their hands slappedrfesponsible
spending out of doors. A glamour camping park iredac got
$354,000 for yurts and teepees. The governmentirignithis
called it “glamping”. Seven new ice skating shaaleye build
along the Rideau Canal at a cost of $750,000 emut,about
115 new Canadians were taken on a taxpayer-funaexgbiog
trip to set up tents, build fires and eat S’'moif@ses the gov-
ernment think that the million-dollar moose culvdeserves to
be on the same list of mismanaged government fsojes
glamour-camping yurts and taxpayer-funded S’mores?

Hon. Ms. Taylor:
development in the territory, this is no laughingttar. In fact
that is why this Government of Yukon continues tweist
heavily in land development so we can have affdedbbusing
options available, from emergency shelter all treey whrough
to making land available for residential homes.

It is a serious matter and this government willtocare to
pay great attention to the level and to the amoéitand inven-
tory that is made available throughout the Yukoneiery
community. | have just said that we are plannindpiog up-
ward of 300 developed residential lots by the eha0d 3. That
is in fact why we are investing over $35 millionland devel-
opment to be charged toward making land availableviery
single community. We look forward to working withembers
opposite on making more land available throughbet man-
date of our government. Again, we certainly takehwgreat
seriousness making land available.

Question re:

Mr. Silver:
one listening today who would like to learn aboawhGrizzly
Valley's deluxe wildlife corridors stack up to tlspending in
other jurisdictions.

We share the opinion that it is commendable to meake
commodations for wildlife. We also share the opintbat $1
million in moose culverts does not do much for hiogsn the
Yukon. Maybe this is why one-third of those pridets didn’t
sell when they came to market. Does the ministektthat a
$35,000 increase in lot prices has an effect on ueh Yuk-
oners want to buy them?

Hon. Ms. Taylor:
division, which is located just north of Whitehardeam sure
the member opposite is very familiar with it, as vas out
there filming the particular subdivision. It cortsiof 30 lots,
which have been released for sale. They were gubosale in
December, and we look forward to receiving interast up-
take from Yukoners at large in the year to come.

There is a substantive interest in land, as we Insrd
from the members of the opposition, and it is segiteresting
that if in fact land development was of sinceresiigst, and if
this remains of utmost importance to the memberzsosipe,
then why did the MLA for Klondike in fact vote agat the
$35-million expenditure available for land develant which
actually goes toward planning developments in ks dlome

Land development

Mr. Speaker, | am sure I’'m not the only

Phase 1 of the Grizzly Valley sub-

riding? Again, people should be asking the memhgrosite
why in fact he and all of his opposition colleageestinue to
vote against land development that will assist Yniéts from

Mr. Speaker, the minister's governmenthere on out.

Mr. Silver:
vote against certain spending. They voted agaiestedses in
those departments’ spending.

The Yukon government is in good company on the “99

stupid things the government spent your money ast. It
wasn'’t the only government criticized for nonseaktcanspor-
tation spending. Montreal spent $200,000 on bustascala-
tors that ran straight into a wall. Ottawa spent,$20 on a
five-minute, how-to video on how to use bike lanbani-
toba’s public insurers paid out $41,000 to carwbsewho got

Mr. Speaker, when it comes to land hurt while committing their crimes. Where does thiister

rank her party's moose culverts — better than esoed to
nowhere, or worse than paying car thieves?

Hon. Ms. Taylor: Again, why is it that the MLA for
Klondike voted against $34.8 million for land deygmnent
initiatives throughout the Yukon, including plangiand con-
struction of residential lots in Carmacks, in hignohome
community of Dawson City, Mayo, Watson Lake, Whaee?
Why is it that the MLA for Klondike voted againstone than
$25 million toward the new Whistle Bend lot devetmnt,
phase 1, where 112 lots will be made available fhlis that
will, in fact, result in 199 single-family lots —23duplexes, 17
multi-family lots and 48 townhome lots? Plannind,course,
will also continue this year to advance phases 3itoWhistle
Bend subdivision.

Again, the question really does remain. Why is rttem-
ber opposite voting against all these initiativieat twill go to-
ward making more housing readily available?

Mr. Silver:
make answers in Question Period, and the answieatisve are
voting against the decrease in spending, not thicplar
spending the minister is speaking of.

The Government of Yukon said it wanted to fix theug-
ing crisis, and then it rolled out $1-million wortf wildlife
culvert expenses into the prices of 30 new lotsatT$ 80 per-
cent of your lot price for roads, electrical infrasture and the
like, and then 20 percent for moose diversion. &gstit is not
as bad as the City of Ottawa spending $1.8 mili@rand that
it is going to eventually get for free just so treuld hurry up
and qualify for federal stimulus dollars. That dglious expen-
diture also landed that government on tMaclean’s maga-
zine's list of “99 stupid things the government speour
money on”.

Does the minister think $1 million for moose cutgewas
a better deal than Ottawa’s spending of $1.8 mnillior free
land?

Hon. Ms. Taylor: I'm not sure where the member op-
posite is coming from when he talks about cuts. kMheomes
to cuts, there have been no cuts. In fact, theve st been
enhancements and larger investments than everehefben it
comes to expenditures all over the Government dfoviu

We are currently debating the largest budget thatdver
been tabled in Yukon’s history. Again, for the memloppo-

| and everyone else in my caucus did not

| guess the onus is on the Liberal Party to
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site and for all of his constituents’ informatiathe MLA for
Klondike has just voted against — in second readirg20
industrial lots in Dawson City, 49 single-familyt$o three
multi-family lots in Haines Junction, the countrgsidential
lots in Destruction Bay, the 30 rural resident@klin Grizzly
Valley — which he loves to discuss — and he hae atded
against working with municipal and First Nation govments
in making land available in Dawson City, Mayo anati@acks.

Again, we are very much committed to making morella
available. We are committed to working with thepedive
governments in making land available and ensurvaj it is
affordable.

Question re:  NGOs funding

Ms. Stick: It was a pleasure on Saturday to attend th
10" annual disABILITY Expo at the Canada Games Ceatick
to see so many exhibitors who provide servicestsgns with
disabilities across the Yukon. It was also greatde so many
MLAs from both sides of the House attending andipipat-
ing. Kudos to the organizers of this exposition.

What some of us heard, though, when discussingeznac
from many of the NGOs, were their feelings of ingéy
around long-term funding. Some, but not all, NG@séthree-
year agreements with this government.

Can the Minister of Health and Social Servicesuslivhat
he is doing to help ensure that the many NGOs gdnogiser-
vices to persons with disabilities will have longem funding
security?

Hon. Mr. Graham: | appreciate the question from the
member opposite, and | also would like to thankfihe mem-
bers of our Cabinet who showed up there as welkkyThere
well-received and | know they enjoyed meeting thblic at
the door. We enjoyed ourselves immensely and | ara we
all learned something as well from this expo.

I'd like to remind the member opposite that we have
cluded in this budget $561,000 extra funding for®&n the
upcoming year. Some of the NGOs have longer teitms t
three years, but each time we need funding for dortgan
three years, it has to be because of our regukatidfe have to
bring it to Cabinet and have it approved. Threeryés the
maximum length of funding that we will do for madstGOs
under the present circumstances. When warrantedyilvgo
longer, but three years is the norm. To date, weetidhad a
lot of feedback on that.

Ms. Stick: As | did mention in the previous question,
some, but not all, do have the three-year fundigggement.
Another issue that many of the NGOs spoke to usitabas
increased rental rates and the difficulty in firgliavailable,
affordable and accessible office space, particularl White-
horse.

Can the Minister of Health and Social Services tallif
there has been any discussion about increases®ffuoding
to these organizations, recognizing that rent irdasingly
becoming a larger portion of their budgets?

Hon. Mr. Graham: That's part of the funding in-
crease of the $561,000. It was not only to fundtb@re opera-
tions, which usually meant an executive directat arclerical
staff member or associated persons, but it alsointasded to

reflect that rents were increasing and that we vesvare of
that and we increased the funds for rental. Wealse looking
at a number of different options so that we carsibg com-
bine some NGOs or make some alternative arrangsnsent
that we get away from this paying rent and | woséy possi-
bly common uses, facilities or people used by &i0$.

It would be nice to have a centrally located reseufior
them that all of them can use and perhaps doatratich lower
cost.

Ms. Stick: I'm happy to hear about this planning and
would be interested in hearing more.

We recognize that besides core funding many ofetloes
ganizations receive, it's the in-kind contributioofsvolunteers
that keep these groups running their programs. Yhkon
Solunteer Bureau was initially funded by the fedegavern-
ment. That funding ended three years ago and tipafreent
of Community Services currently provides some dareling.
Unfortunately, this group has gone down to one-fiamt staff
person.

Will the minister consider increasing the core fimgdto
this group which would then allow them to providhe impor-
tant training and support that all other voluntgesups in the
Yukon use?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: | just wanted to talk for a minute
about the importance of the relationship that tbeegnment
has with NGOs.

To reiterate what the minister was talking abotis &n
additional $561,000 over and above what has alrdzebn
given to NGOs in recognition of the fact that thare rising
costs. In the attempt to ensure that they don’ehavcut into
programming dollars to meet their expenses, wetiagyfor-
ward with providing additional funding to meet tlkossing-
cost needs. We continue to look at and foster dpweént rela-
tionships with NGOs on many fronts. It's somethihgt we
spoke about in our platform and will continue to moving
forward to ensure that we have the right peoplgace to meet
the needs of all Yukoners.

Question re: Child and Family Services Act

Ms. Stick: TheChild and Family Services Ai now
two years old and policies are in place at thistibut there are
no regulations. Policy, unfortunately, is readilyanged and,
more importantly, generally inaccessible to theligulCan the
minister please tell us why there are no regulatitmimple-
ment such a sensitive, far-reaching act, two ykedes?

Hon. Mr. Graham: I'm not certain, to tell you the
truth. I'll have to get you an answer and come baitk it.

Ms. Stick: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, for the answer
from the minister.

While he is looking for answers to that, | havees imore
guestions that he might also be able to researdlgenback to
me on.

With the many changes and new ideas in the actfifiedt
individuals, families and First Nations, cooperatiglanning
process for children taken into care and altereatispute
mechanisms are just part of the act.

What | would like to know is whether the ministeillw
also be able to explain how the public is suppdedae aware
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of these mechanisms and program areas if therecaregula-
tions available to them?

Hon. Mr. Graham: Mr. Speaker, I'm not certain we
are talking about the same act, because what wipeking at
with Child and Family Services Act s implemented at the
present time. It was enacted two years ago, in 28itite that
time, we have put a number of contribution agreemen
place, one with the Ta’an Kwach’in Council. Tha#isthree-
year contribution agreement for $75,000 a year.r@kean-
other with the Kwanlin Dun First Nation, with VuntGwitchin
First Nation, with the Liard First Nation and the@d$? River
First Nation, all with varying levels of funding.

As far as regulations go, I'm not certain what desare
going to be impacted by regulations, so | will ldoto that.

Another part of the answer, | guess, is that theae also a
child and youth advocate put in place by this gowent, and
all of that information is available at that office

Ms. Stick: Yes, theChild and Family Services Ai
now two years old. Yes, there are policies in pladget the
regulations are what guide policy and are usuahlgatthe pub-
lic can be looking at when they're looking for infeation
about this act. Some of the areas that people araware of
because of lack of some public awareness wouldaresition
planning for children coming out of care at 18 geald or fam-
ily conferencing programs that are available. Bptbgrams
are critical, but will be underused if no one’s asvaf them. Is
there a plan for a public awareness campaign, fasad, iwhen
can this start?

Hon. Mr. Graham:
site.

I'll get back to the member oppo-

Speaker:
We'll now proceed with Orders of the Day.

ORDERS OF THE DAY
Hon. Mr. Cathers:
leave the Chair and that the House resolve into r@ittee of

the Whole.
Speaker:
Leader that the Speaker do now leave the Chairtlaadthe
House resolve into Committee of the Whole.
Motion agreed to

Speaker leaves the Chair

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE

Chair (Ms. McLeod):
Whole will now come to order.

The matter before the Committee is Bill Na. l&terim
Supply Appropriation Act, 2012-13

Do members wish to take a brief recess?

All Hon. Members: Agreed.

Chair: Committee of the Whole will recess for 15
minutes.

Recess

The time for Question Period has elapsed.

I move that the Speaker do now

It has been moved by the Government House

Order please. Committee of the

Chair: Order please. Committee of the Whole will
now come to order.

Bill No. 4: Interim Supply Appropriation Act, 2012-13

Chair: The matter before the Committee is Bill No. 4,
Interim Supply Appropriation Act, 2012-13.

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: Everyone has had an opportunity
to speak to this, then?

For the interim supply bill, what we’re doing isoking at
deferring the various charges and expenses toublécservice
of Yukon for a two-month period of April 1, 2012 tinvay
31, 2012.

Of this total, $240,977,000 is provided for operatiand
maintenance and $71,314,000 is provided for capitaé full
details of these estimates are included in the mstimates and
will be fully discussed and debated during general depart-
mental debate of the 2012-13 main estimates.

Ms. Moorcroft: As | stated in the debate on second
reading of this bill, the Official Opposition wikupport the
interim supply bill, which allows money to flow tover the
expenses of the public service. | note that theeguwent has
asked for close to 27 percent — so more than ateuaf the
total budget — to cover those expenses for Aprl Eay, and
that there are a number of capital projects in énadunt.

Further to an agreement this morning, | understéned,
tween House leaders, and pursuant to Standing Q& |
request the unanimous consent of Committee of thel&to
deem all clauses, schedules and the title of Bill & entitled
Interim Supply Appropriation Act, 2012-i®ad and agreed to.

Unanimous consent re deeming all clauses,
schedules and title of Bill No. 4 read and agreedt o

Chair:  Pursuant to Standing Order 14.3, Ms. Moorcroft
has requested the unanimous consent of Committetheof
Whole to deem all schedules, clauses and theofitBl No. 4,
entitled Interim Supply Appropriation Act, 2012-1&ad and
agreed to. Are you agreed?

All Hon. Members:  Agreed.

Chair: Unanimous consent has been granted.

Clauses 1 and 2, and Schedules A and B, deemedineid
agreed to

On Title

Title agreed to

Hon. Mr. Cathers: I move that Bill No. 4, entitleth-
terim Supply Appropriation Act, 2012-1Be reported without
amendment.

Chair: It has been moved by Mr. Cathers that Bill No.
4, entitledInterim Supply Appropriation Act, 2012-1Be re-
ported without amendment.

Motion agreed to

Chair: We will take a brief recess for two minutes.
Recess
Chair: Order. Committee of the Whole will now come

to order.
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Bill No. 6: First Appropriation Act, 2012-13 —
continued

Chair:
Bill No. 6, First Appropriation Act, 2012-13Mr. Tredger, you
have the floor, with 11 minutes and 15 seconds i@nta

Mr. Tredger:
the Assembly again. | just want to start by sayiitat a won-
derful area the Mayo-Tatchun area is, and it'sgrdaeto the
Yukon. Right now we are in a position where muchtiaf in-
dustrialization that is driving the Yukon is ocdag in Mayo-
Tatchun. We're seeing the juxtaposition of both tha@ustry
and the citizens of that area and how they relageto another
and how they look after each other, and how itramts. What
happens there is critical to the rest of the Yukod the deci-
sions we make there will be critical.

The First Nations there want their land, their weadad
rights protected. The people who live in the aremtwtheir
lifestyle maintained. They also are sitting on sash¢he most
valuable resources in the world. How we go aboutaeking
those resources and the income we receive from,taechhow
much that income is used to the benefits of all dhees —
those are the questions we’re dealing with todag, you have
dealt with in your budget, and we'll be debatingeothe next
few years. It's critical to the future of the Yukowe need to
do it in a way that protects our environment, thastains our
economy and that builds a strong infrastructure shgoports
future generations.

These are the kinds of things that will guide oiscds-
sions. As we all know, there are no easy answessndt one
way or the other way. It's going to take — as oumtnis-
sioner mentioned to us earlier in the year — commise. It's
going to take us sitting down and working with {heople in
the area to develop what our future will look like.

| want to begin by looking at the Finance ministetefer-
ring of responses to departmental debate. Fktansard on
Thursday, Ms. Moorcroft said, “Can the ministed t&$ how
that —

Point of order

Chair: Hon. Mr. Cathers, on the point of order.

Hon. Mr. Cathers: Madam Chair, | know the mem-
ber is new to the House, but I'd urge you to rentiimd to not
refer to members of this House by name.

Mr. Tredger:
South.

“Can the minister tell us how that $420-million draction
value is broken down between the three operatingest The
minister spoke about Capstone’s Minto mine and 8elkirk
First Nation had received approximately $10 millionroyal-
ties on that. Can the minister tell us what theakdewn is of
the $420 million in production value between theethmines
— Capstone, Alexco’'s Keno Hill Mines property andikén
Zinc's Wolverine mine?”

The Premier replied, “I will defer that questiontte de-
partment, so they can more accurately respond ab ghes-
tion.”

I'll just say the Member for Copperbelt

One of the problems over the past three yearsatsrtiore
than $1 billion in government spending has beenramul

We will now continue with general debate of without any debate by MLAs. For the 2010-11 budgesr,

approximately $490 million or 46 percent of theatabudget
was approved without debate. The number was lowethie

Madam Chair, it's a pleasure to address2011-12 budget year, with approximately $293 millior 27

percent not debated. But according to Hanson, tiseséll too
little financial oversight. According to —

Chair’'s statement

Chair: Order. | would ask you not to refer to people by
name.
Mr. Tredger: Thank you. Here's a partial list of

whole departments for which no time was allocatgdthe
Yukon Party government for the debate of the matieates
in the recent past: 2011-12 — Executive Counciliceff Fi-
nance, Public Service Commission, Yukon Housingkoru
Liquor, Highways and Public Works, and more, snmaltke-
partments; 2010-11 — Justice, Finance, Public $er@dom-
mission, Yukon Housing, Yukon Liquor, Highways andblic
Works, Environment and Energy, Mines and Resour2@39-
10 — Executive Council Office, Justice, Yukon HagsiCor-
poration, Yukon Liquor Corporation, Community Sees.
That's why we’re trying to get answers in generabate,
because of the Yukon Party’s practice of not cgltti depart-
ments. This practice needs to stop. We need adedna to
fully debate the budget. We need the governmenbtperate,
to be committed to ensuring all departments comdoupe-
bate. But in the meantime, the opposition will gemeral de-
bate to ask questions that we fear we may not hasleance to
ask later on. That is how we've adapted to theityeebo we
really hope the Finance minister has come preptreshswer
some questions, not just defer questions. He wamked our
interest by my colleague, the Member for CopperBelith, in
obtaining more detailed financial information abthe contri-
butions of the mining sector to the Yukon economy.

Western Canada has not overtaken eastern Canada in

population. The new west is the site of increasednemic
development driven by natural resources, partibular the
mineral resources and energy sectors. Voices aeegémg, like
former Alberta Premier Peter Lougheed, saying wstrtake a
more managed, measured approach, that we must@aany
days, that we must not take from future generatemd leave
them a huge mess.

I will start with a general question. How much bé&t$420
million of mineral production value — the value wiinerals
mined, processed and sold — does the Yukon pubtieive?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: | guess — directly to the point of
the question is that it really didn't make a lotsgnse, and |
think he needs to rephrase it. $420 million is émeount that
was generated through the extraction of mineralskoYiers
don’t get a direct piece of that. What Yukoners\giitbe roy-
alties generated, income taxes paid, hundreds rettdjobs
now, thousands of indirect jobs. Right now, thathis immedi-
ate impact of the resource extraction industry.

You know, as | have said now on more than one dmeas
if the NDP want to get through and debate the eriirdget,
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then they need to be able to budget their timeta@idy, to this
point, it looks like they are budgeting their tijust like they
budgeted when they were in government — for exajplke
$64-million deficit back in the 1990s.

In order to get to the answers to those questibiespppo-
sition needs to decide whether they want to askestipn or
whether they want to give a speech first in ordebe able to
facilitate the opportunity to give an answer. Sgally, | think
what we are seeing is that there is this lack afewstanding of
what the impact is for mining, but that is undemsi@ble, be-
cause the only time people have left this Yukomwien the
NDP were in power. The statistics are there to shdat the
mass exodus of people was from the Yukon duringithe the
NDP were in power — thousands of people leavingstii@ur
young adults, 25 to 35 or 40 years of age left beedahey had
to get jobs somewhere else. They had to leave tiwines,
leave their families, leave their friends becauseré was no
work here in the Yukon.

So if the NDP wants to get through the budget, thet-
ommend that they look at the time they have and tihey
budget their time accordingly, and we will get tingb.

Mr. Tredger: I'd like to thank the Premier for that
advice and remind him that there are two sideshefHouse
and it is going to take the cooperation of everyone

Referring to 10 or 15 years ago is not helpfulgosceed-
ing through the debate. The value of the indudtoutdn’t be a
mystery that, as it goes — to quote the Financestein “...so
goes Yukon.” However, the Alaskans produce detaded-
nomic information on their mineral resource seetith mine-
by-mine breakdowns on jobs, taxes paid, contrilouta com-
munity infrastructure, royalties, et cetera. Itisportant that we
have that information in order that we can assessvalue of
mining and make informed decisions.

Can the Finance minister tell the House the ardteip
mineral royalties that Yukoners will receive in t2612-13
fiscal year from the placer mining industry andnfrthe three
existing mines?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski:
directed to the appropriate minister and askedha depart-
mental debate.

Mr. Tredger:
there. | hope that | can count on the Premier aethbers on
the opposite side to ensure the department isdcalle

Can the Finance minister tell the House the ardteip
corporate tax revenues that Yukoners will receivéhie 2012-
13 fiscal year from mining companies?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: We've talked about this already.
I'm just looking for my notes on it. We talked albdhe fact
that we're seeing an increase, not only in perstepats, but
also in corporate taxes. The corporate tax estifioat2012-13
is $20,702,000. The actual number audited by thditAuGen-
eral for 2010-11 was $9,028,000, which is a 12%@atr in-
crease in corporate taxes.

Personal taxes for 2010-11 was $52,793,000. Estiinat

personal income tax for 2012-13 is $60,602,000 —5a
percent increase.

Mr. Tredger:
the number of Yukoners who pay tax in the Yukon verne
employed by the mining and exploration companied tre
value in income tax that Yukoners can expect teivecin the
2012-13 year from those people who are employaddérmmin-
ing sector?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: | think, again, the NDP fails to
realize what we get out of this industry, and ieahousands of
jobs. The mining industry has 600 direct jobs rigbtv. We
talked about the fact that Victoria Gold had almé80 jobs
during construction phase — almost 400 — 384 jolbzlieve
it was. That occurred during operational phase taed, liter-
ally, created thousands of jobs across many secaibrthe
Yukon economy.

All of these people are paying taxes — taxes togine
ernment, which gives us the revenues to be alpeaaide ser-
vices and programs for Yukoners and to invest imaniofra-
structure and to meet the needs that Yukoners Aédna’s how
it works. We cannot and would not disclose taxead fiz indi-
vidual companies, because that would be a violaifqurivacy,
and we wouldn't be doing that.

Really, for me, it's again to try to explain to tiNDP
where the value is in this. If we didn’t create theentives on
the front end, we wouldn’t have the jobs. So, yoow we try
to have the expenses loaded on the front end tbleeto cre-
ate the mining industry that creates all these.jfliompanies,
no matter what they are doing, don't make any motlegy
don’t pay any taxes. It's the same for personaltite same for
corporate, so once they start earning a profity fay taxes.
That's how that works and the same will be the casehe
royalty side as well. Capstone Mining, as | saids Ipaid ap-
proximately $10 million to Selkirk First Nation ihe last two
years in investments in the community or in dinestalties. |
like to include the good people of the Selkirk Fikation as
part of Yukon as well.

Truly, the financial impact that this has is almstneas-
urable, not just in direct jobs but also the indif@bs that this

That is a question that should be industry has for Yukon, for now and into the future

Mr. Tredger: I would let the Premier know that the
NDP is very aware of the economic benefits andaffsrfrom

| appreciate that. Let's hope we get mining companies and from industry in the Yukonafffiwhy

we are continually looking and suggesting ways thmatney
can be helped to stick in the Yukon. We look folueaadded
— means and ways Yukoners can benefit. One ofdhearns
that has been raised by my constituents is the puwftpeople
who fly in and fly out of the Yukon and end up payitheir
taxes in other jurisdictions.

But to move on, what is the data on economic spinof
benefits from mining? What number of jobs do we fget it?
What tax revenues are derived? What expediting emieg are
formed and moving into the Yukon? Which hotels laeaefit-
ing? How much are we benefiting in transportation @on-
struction?

In good fiscal management, it's important to coasithis
and to do a study of all the benefits — and I'mestire gov-
ernment has done this — so that we can make infbrdeei-
sions when we are spending money and putting mopédyont

Can the Finance minister tell the House
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to help mining companies. | do know that that kifidtudy has
been done for a dollar invested in education. Whatl of
things do we have for a dollar invested in mining?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski:
me about job numbers. | just actually just finishregeating
those job numbers. Currently there are 600 direlos jin the
mining industry, 2,500 jobs in placer and explamatand liter-
ally thousands of indirect jobs. You can’'t coune timdirect
jobs that are solely attributable to the miningusigly, because
that's really the large bucket where everythingd&eénto in
terms of the indirect jobs.

You know, to the point of looking for some specifio-
swer to that, | will defer to the Department of Bomic De-
velopment when we get into departments. | beliéns ts the
first department that will be up, and | am surd tha minister
will be willing to discuss some of those answersdme more
detail with the member.

Has Yukon benefited from the economic activity thas
taken place since the Yukon Party has come intoepdavNo-
vember 2002? The answer is yes. Let's look at sofmthe
facts. According to the Yukon Bureau of Statisticsthe time
period between 2002 through 2010, the real GDP uoyi in
constant 2002 dollars grew by 41 percent. The mgirind oil
and gas extractions sector accounted for 24 peroernhat
growth. This sector's share of the territory’s GBRanged
from 2.7 percent in 2003 to 9.2 percent in 201@radrowing
374 percent during this period.

The portion of GDP attributed to public adminisioat
health care, social services and educational sEs\iell from
39 percent to 37 percent of GDP in this period ssleeliance
on the government in production of the total GDP fioe
Yukon.

The labour force grew from 16,900 to 20,900 byehd of
2011 — more than 3,000 additional Yukoners in thkolr
force.

Clearly, the growth of the last decade has bernkfitekon
citizens. How has this impacted the financial Heaif the
Yukon government?

In the time period March 2003 to March 2011, thekdfu
population changed from 29,880 to 35,388 — an emeeof
18.3 percent. As the number of citizens is a kest doiver for
governments, it's interesting to look at per cagipending to
see if the Government of Yukon’s service to it3zeis has
benefited from this economic development. In tleedl year
2002-03, government revenue and expenditures péacaere
approximately $18,000. By fiscal year 2010-11, twvern-
ment revenue and expenditures per capita were sippately
$26,900 — a 49-percent increase. This comparesfagoura-
bly to approximately 19 percent consumer price xnidéation
during that period. Inflation went up 39 percentrdis a 49-
percent increase. In other words, real spendingefmh and
every Yukoner has increased substantially since Yhkon
Party has come into power.

How was this achieved? Increases in primary indsstr
have tremendous secondary and tertiary impactdl meetors
of the economy, which are often hard to quantifyt imply,
economic growth is the best way for governmentmtoease

The member opposite just asked

revenue. In the period from March 2003 to March20ghich
saw an 18-percent increase in population, goverhtagrreve-
nues grew by 62 percent.

All tax sources increased, with corporate tax reeem-
creasing the most, showing a 101-percent increasE8—per-
cent increase in population, government tax reverlas 62
percent, all-source increase with corporate taxemsed 101
percent. Madam Chair, | think the numbers speakttiem-
selves.

Mr. Tredger:
GDP and our income hadn’t grown. We are currending the
biggest commodity boom in recent history. Commedithave
gained hugely. There’s a huge demand for them.nts so
much the fact that we are increasing our spendifgyhow
well we are prepared for the next bust. How muckvbat we
spend will stick? The concern of my constituenta/ésre on a
sugar high. Sooner or later, it's going to burn and we're
going to be left with a sick feeling in our stomach

There are 600 direct jobs in the Yukon. How many
those are tax-paying Yukoners and how many arendglyin
from Outside?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: You know, | think that again Il
speak to the record of the New Demaocratic Partyelvthey
were in power, they created the largest exodusople. There
was a significant decrease in population when tB& Nvas in
power last, mostly of young, working people who hadeave
their homes. They had to leave Yukon to go someevbkse, to
leave their families. They had to leave their fderto go to
find a job somewhere else because there were 80 job

I think what the NDP are saying is, you know, ifves
thing is cyclical, why should we even do it? | amstified by
that sort of philosophy, because we are here wgrkard, cre-
ating an industry that has been a part of this Yuf@ more
than a century. Since the Yukon has existed, this lbeen a
primary industry for this territory.

We will work during this, investing in other ardése edu-
cation and like the Yukon Cold Climate Innovatioenfre, to
create diversity, to help us better sustain thoves when we
do have cyclical drops in our key industry. This'tigust about
commodity prices. | think of the time when the N/@re in
power. We had significant mining going on all theaywaround
us — Northwest Territories, British Columbia, AlaslAll had
considerable mining industries occurring, but istjwasn’t
happening here. So it had nothing to do with comityqatices
at all.

I've spoken to a number of factors. Devolution kasne
along, creation of YESAA — in terms of the ability have a
window that has really become the envy of the wdsthis
country, in terms of environment and socio-econoassess-
ment of all projects, and land claims as well —ihgwthe fi-
nalization of land claim agreements with 11 of 1vtFNations
— and a government that has put in place the galiend the
environment to create economic investment of tleapr sec-
tor in the Yukon, to allow us to move ahead, creatmore
jobs, more people and more corporations paying deeqting
wealth for the Yukon.

Well, I would be very surprised if our

of
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As | have stated now repeatedly, our dependencthen
TFF — the territorial formula financing — has godewn
from 69 percent in 2003 to 63 percent. Our own-e®UEve-
nues have increased by 68 percent during the sanmdpl’'ve
spoken to the dramatic increase in corporate amsopal in-
come taxes. | think that, again, the record spéakgself. As
to the specifics of the question, | will then ingtr the member
opposite that | will defer that to departmental ateb

Mr. Tredger: I'll repeat again — the NDP is not
against the extractive industry, but we are in favaf mining
with integrity, mining and development in a measunay —
one that takes into account all Yukoners. I've dsk@me ques-
tions about the economic benefits of the mining@eand |
really expected a few more direct answers, buok [forward
to getting them when we get into Economic DevelopmEll
also remind the minister that the NDP haven’t beepower
for 15 years. A lot has happened since then.

We will get our turn, but without accurate and ogdate
information, the task of crafting policy to maximizublic
benefit is nearly impossible. Maximizing public ledihis what
we are here for. It makes it harder to debatedbieds when we
don’t have that information. Other jurisdictionsable to do
economic studies that analyze the benefits in ndiffgrent
ways to the community. It's important that we begirdo that.

| want to move to the other side of the ledgerthi® pub-
lic’s contribution to the mining sector, for we dwake a huge
investment. We are a partner, through providingaistfucture
and regulating the industry with public servantsowivork
through the permitting, inspections and enforcenpeatess. |
want to start with a general question and move @misdme
more specifics.

What is the total breakdown of the Yukon governrizent
contribution to the mining sector?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: Again, on the specifics, we will
defer that to departmental debate where we canflwrogpecif-
ics with an impact. Again, | would urge the membpposite to
understand that economics isn't black and whitis:igymining;
this is tourism. A lot of the economy isn’t cleadgfined in
that way. Let’s talk about a store that sells dhaghor sells fur-
niture. How do you decide what part of that econdmyli-
rectly related to mining and what part of the basmthey do is
related to tourism or any other industry in the ¥oR You're
looking for specific numbers in an area where dlyebecomes
almost impossible to quantify those numbers, esfigoivhen
you get into tertiary industries within the econormy very
difficult thing to do. But | will defer the questioto the de-
partment.

Mr. Tredger:
all the spin-offs and the benefits of industry thet are asking
these questions. It's important that we get updtednforma-
tion, and there are economic studies that analyeebenefits
from various industries and how that plays out digto the
economy. A dollar spent now in the community of Mayay
get spent again in Mayo, and then it maybe getatspePelly
Crossing buying gas, and then it gets spent in &tibitse. We
understand that there are a lot of benefits. It istack and
white.

We’'re trying to move into the grey area so that vem
make some informed decisions. Does the Premier kwbat
we will be spending in 2012 and 2013 on roadsastfucture,
inspections, permitting, et cetera, on tax credits,oversight
and enforcement? In the coming year, what is gdted that
we will be spending to be able to support the ihga@s

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: I guess I'll again repeat that the
purpose of general debate is to have general debatthe
budget. And when you want specific answers relatimgpe-
cific departments, such as Highways and Public \&ovkhen
we get into the departmental debate, that is yioue to be able
to ask those specific questions. Again, if the ijmn decides
to look at everything and where their parties ard decide to
budget their time accordingly, then they will hatie opportu-
nity to get through the budget instead of tryingbtame the
government for various departments that don't gdtated be-
fore their appropriation is approved or voted upgrihe Legis-
lative Assembly. If the members opposite are vexgrkto see
that all parts of this budget get debated, thersfiexifics will
be in the departmental debate.

We will be able to talk about details when we hehe of-
ficials and the appropriate minister. As | havedsai this
House many times, from my perspective, | have anettible
team — caucus and Cabinet — who all work togethbave
talked about the fact that this is a government tharks to-
gether. We have vast experiences from differerntosgof this
Yukon economy on this side of the House. We willrkvio-
gether and when we make decisions collectivelyn these are
the best decisions for Yukoners.

As such, | certainly have the respect and the denfie of
my ministers and that’s why during Question Periotien the
question is asked of the Minister of Education e Minister
of Energy, Mines and Resources, you see that régpeauinis-
ter standing up and fulfilling their obligationsdatheir respon-
sibilities as that minister.

I'm more than willing to stand here and discussyémeral
terms, the budget. If you want to get into spesifio depart-
ments, | suggest that we move to the next stepvandgo to
departmental budget debate.

Mr. Tredger: I am concerned about the infrastructure,
particularly the road infrastructure plan goingward, to fa-
cilitate these developments and mitigate the rigkgpublic
safety.

Can the minister tell me what plans are being niadm-
prove the highways, to work together with the mincompa-
nies, to build roads into places like Freegold,i@@asnd those
other places? Are there any plans or will thereplams to do

It is just because the NDP believes inso?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: We have announced major in-
vestments in Yukon’s transportation infrastructureluding:
$15 million under the Shakwak project for the HaifRoad and
north Alaska Highway and a further $1 million frahe Yukon
government for the north Alaska Highway; $7.25 iwmill for
the reconstruction of the Campbell highway fronokiketre 10
to 190, and a further $1.5 million for surfacing;.& million to
replace culverts at Too Much Gold and Allgold creek the
Klondike Highway; $1.45 million to improve safetyc road
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conditions on the North Canol Road; $2.6 milliom fecon-
struction BST and re-vegetation work on the Atlinad; $2
million for the Takhini Hot Springs Road reconstian;

$500,000 for rehabilitation and surfacing of thévé&i Trail;

$900,000 for surfacing, spot repairs and erosiartrobfor the
Dempster Highway; $500,000 for the resource aciss pro-
gram; $1 million for surfacing and safety improverhen

various secondary roads throughout the territofy8%5 mil-
lion for improvement projects for the Erik Niels@vhitehorse
International Airport, including taxiway improventsn reha-
bilitation and the installation of a second bridggetway; and
$7.406 million over two years to extend water aader ser-
vices at the south commercial area of the Erik $¢ielWhite-
horse International Airport; $1.82 million to addsedeficien-
cies at other aerodromes; $6 million for the magirabilita-
tion, including substructure improvements and dexgairs on
the Upper Liard bridge; $1.56 million for the reR#ation

work at Aishihik River, Jarvis Creek, Stewart Rivand
Haldane Creek bridges. The list goes on. | know wWigen we
get to departmental debate, the Minister of Highsvagd Pub-
lic Works will be more than willing to provide yomore de-
tails.

As | mentioned, we commit to secondary roads withaa
jor increase of $1 million for secondary roads. &0 have a
rural road program and the resource road program.

We're also looking at working with the private s@cto
come forward with a policy on working with them m#source
roads and the responsibilities and roles in terfnficav we
move forward with some of the opportunities thasefor eco-
nomic activity — responsible economic activity. tJtes put it
together, we have our total expenditures of $38(XMH
Highways and Public Works.

Mr. Tredger:
minister, despite his concerns about not havingyatal ball,
painted a picture of 12 major mining projects ie tfukon. |
would like to know how the 2012-13 main estimatsftect this
in terms of providing for increased staffing neéalsdata col-
lection, inspections, monitoring, enforcement, maa¢ety and
regulatory development. This is the oversight pidta will
help ensure that development is conducted propsitiyout
risk of generating huge environmental liabilities future gen-
erations.

How many more dollars are being put into the ogirtsof
increased development and what is the long-term?pla

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: Thank you for that question from
the member opposite. | think that's a very impargnestion. |
will again defer most of that to the departmentt ttan give
you the specifics. | think you’re aware that we énannounced
significant increases in funding for inspectors. 'Wéealso
talked about purchasing special water-testing eqeig as
well. But | will defer to the departments to spexkhat. | did
mention in my speech about all these projects tudtody
knows for sure because | don’'t have a crystal toaknow ex-
actly how many of those projects are going to govéod. But
there is a process that has to go forward. Ther@auisurprises.
We won't wake up tomorrow and find out we have & mene.
It doesn’t happen that way. So we have a procedsadhen-

In his Budget Address, the Finance

sure that we are investing responsibly to meentieds of all
Yukoners and also to ensure that we are out theiregdour
job, either through inspections — through Energynéd and
Resources and through the Minister of Environmsnwall.

Mr. Tredger: What is the responsibility of the Yukon
government to supply power to mining development?

Can the Finance minister explain what he perceives
Yukon’s obligation is in supplying mines with elgcal
power?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: | think what we’re going to do is
ensure that whatever we do is in the interest lofakoners.
That's what we're going to do. We've spoken abouere we
are in terms of our energy strategy. We're lookatgsome
short-term, medium-term, long-term solutions to Mméwse
needs. On the short-term, we've just completed Ntagro B
project on budget — that's creating more greengne+ and
a third wheel at Aishihik Lake as well. We’re mogiforward
with the creation of an independent power produgdotjcy
and also with net metering. We're looking at ndtgas as a
transition fuel and the ability for creating energye’'re look-
ing at the legislation and regulations for thisustty and in
particular for liquefied natural gas. Then we'ré labking at
the big picture as well — if there is a possibilaf creating
more hydroelectricity as well. With that would benoecting
our grid with the grid — either west to Alaska outh to Brit-
ish Columbia — to ensure that at times when we haoee
power than we need, that we have the ability tbteat power
to ensure that we sustain the economics that are.th

We’re not going to build a connection to buy poviber
cause there aren'’t a lot of customers here to pathht. But if
there is the opportunity to create a connectionre/tvee can
sell power, then those are the things we're intecki doing.

Mr. Tredger: | guess my concern arises over that be-
cause a number of the mining companies have adoete
grid on their investor page and | wondered whethere had
been any plans — or, | should say, the possiblesscto grid
and the proximity of the grid to their mines.

Many of the things that you outlined for energy, aethe
earliest, five years, and most likely, 10 year2@oyears down
the road. We are in a situation where our energgseare very,
very close to being maxed out. Mayo B went veryl et it is
coming on stream and it may help us a bit. Buteheill be
mines coming on stream before any of the othereptsjcome
to fruition. Is there a plan for the interim four five years or
plans to make sure that in five years or 10 yasesgdo have a
reliable source of energy?

We do need to make the plans now if we're goingadee
itin 10 to 20 years.

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: We certainly have an energy
strategy. I'm not going to put hard numbers on sthing —
we need to make sure that when we do this, we dght and
for positive impact for all Yukoners. That's how Wwave pro-
ceeded. That's how we will continue to proceed.

| find this question intriguing, though, because gard
the Leader of the NDP talking about how the transpion of
goods is the major emitter that we have here inYhbkon.
However, the NDP has no interest in using Yukonrgnee-
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sources for Yukoners. They don't want to see ungany-
thing here in the Yukon — “not in my backyard. ik that’s
how I'd phrase that. But they’re concerned aboltlalse su-
per Bs that are hauling fuel oil and diesel up hereand you
know, quite honestly, I'm not sure where that stuffnes from,
and I'm not sure whether they do either. Does ihedrom
Venezuela? Does it come from Saudi Arabia? Whees doat
energy come from?

| mean, they are not concerned about where it cdroag
nor are they concerned about how it is extracteuerawver it
comes from, but they are concerned about the liattvwwe have
to bring it up here. They are also concerned anut Weaensure
that we are not interested — the NDP is not intetks— in an
energy resource industry here in the Yukon.

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

Point of order

Chair: Ms. White, on a point of order.

Ms. White: I'm going to go for Standing Order 19(g):
imputes false or unavowed motives to another member

Chair: Mr. Cathers, on the point of order.

Hon. Mr. Cathers: | believe there is no point of or-
der. It is simply a dispute between members. Thamiar, |
believe, is reflecting his understanding of whatumelerstood
other members of the NDP to be referring to in tkeba

Chair’s ruling

Chair: I think it was just different members voicing
their own opinions, and I'll say there is no poaftorder. The
Premier has the floor.

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: Thank you, Madam Chair.

Maybe to the member opposite’s direct point: wendd
have an obligation to provide electricity to mines.

Mr. Tredger: I would like to say that the NDP is on
record for supporting energy and renewable enenggtainable
energy and a Yukon-first energy policy, and we wihtinue
to support energy in the Yukon. We know the impaetaof it.
Because we want it done responsibly and in a manitbrin-
tegrity that does not jeopardize our citizens dizens any-
where else in the world does not mean we're ag#ingfe are
in favour of using energy.

I, myself, drive a car, but | want to know whenrive that
car that what makes it go has been mined respgnsitat the
world has been looked after while it has been miaed that
we’re doing the best that we can to ensure thaleaee some-
thing for our children.

I'll move on to land use planning, which | thinkirgegral
to the development of the Yukon. The Yukon puldievonder-
ing about this government’s commitment to land pleaning
with their rejection of the Peel plan. The publiscalooks at
the current oil and gas disposition process anddexmwhy it
is happening prior to land use planning, given \tfigitehorse
Trough is home to the headwaters of the Yukon Raret the
bulk of our population.

We have dragged our feet long enough on land wuse pl
ning. Now the resource industry is looking to thed, and we
are getting land use planning by default.

Residents of my constituency question what the tpoin
land use planning in the future will be if muchtbg land is
tied up for oil and gas exploration and developm&vhat’s
this government’s plan to re-establish the publfaigh in land
use planning?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: Madam Chair, first, I'm going to
be looking forward, because the NDP have said ttheyt will
come forward with ideas and solutions; howevethis point,
we unfortunately have not heard any yet. The merapposite
talked about a Yukon-first energy policy, so I'nryénterested
to see what that is and what that is going to ldak

The member opposite is talking about responsiblanyi
| can tell you, if they are worried about respoilgib— when
that super B comes up the road, you don’t know witbat
came from or how it was extracted.

| feel very confident in the ability and the prosdbhat we
have in place through our Water Board, through ¥ukon
Environmental and Socio-economic Assessmentiattwe do
deliver on responsible mining here and we havebtbeefits
stay here for Yukoners. I'm not sure exactly whet member
is trying to say — that he’s all in favour and ftoslld be re-
sponsible, but if it's done in some other countrgion’t know
how he, in fact, proposes to enforce our high steaslin terms
of what'’s being done in those countries.

Again, it's that contradiction, it's that painting picture
with only half a story. Again, there was the mislieg state-
ment by the member that this government has rejebie Peel
commission. We have not done that, for the recive. had
three options under the final agreement — to acdepnodify
or to reject. We have clearly not rejected the Rewl use plan.
We intend, as we have stated, to modify that pide.will con-
tinue moving forward with the process, as has lukefimed and
agreed upon with the four affected First Nationgyrking
through the senior liaison committee to move fodvaith the
final round of consultations.

I will again remind that the New Democratic Parhdahe
Liberal Party have failed to get any land use pldose at all
during their times in government. Here since 1988, have
completed one; we're at the final stages of theséwone and
we have already initiated the third plan.

Mr. Tredger: I'll move on to a different topic. | will
refer to schools because my experience has bemhaols, but
| suspect it is prevalent throughout the territory.

If we look at schools, there are some 30 schoolsuber
of them are starting to age. In the past, the Deapart of
Education would go through a process with the skbooncils
to establish what order schools would be builtThat's the
way we built Mayo, Tantalus, Pelly Crossing, Rol®getrvice
and a number of other schools.

Right now, we have Johnson Elementary with $500,000

slated for the destruction of a condemned wing.t Tiag,
Madam Chair, was condemned three years ago.

Three years later, we're repairing it. Has anyiimation
been given to rebuilding the school? The way | ise& has
taken seven years to get where we are with F.HinSoWe
have 30 schools. Doing the math, we may have sdnmairo
schools being replaced in 210 years. | don’t think schools
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are going to last that long, so where is the plagror the de-
velopment of the next schools? When will we begirs¢e in
the budget some money being set aside for jus? that how
soon will school councils be involved in coming with an
overall plan?

| realize that that is probably best answered ey Ere-
partment of Education, but the reason I'm askirlgeite is that
| assume we have buildings in other departmentgedis Those
will be aging, so what I'm looking for is an ovdralan from
the government to look at how do we replace outdmgs,
how do we ensure that in 10 or 15 years schoolbeirg built,
buildings are being replaced in a responsible andly man-
ner.

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: First off, | guess I'll mention the
fact that we do have in our budget a multi-yeariteaplan
which includes a minimum of $12.5 million annuafigr a
building maintenance program. | have to say thaitwlou are
talking about is something that goes on in term®lahning
and looking ahead. You know, 210 years or 212 yeas
maybe that is NDP math, but | do know that the depant —
specifically within their department — is reviewitlgis on an
ongoing basis. They are looking at projectionskids, where
the pressures are going to be, what kind of wokdeeo be
done, which schools need to have work done. Ipsoaess that
this laid out and it is a living document that nedd be ad-
justed as we go through. As the member is awarehave
spoken about our commitment to F.H. Collins.

We have also said that in actuality we may havied& at
one or perhaps even two more schools in the Whiseharea
within this mandate because of the growing poporhatn areas
such as Copper Ridge.

In the 2010-11 annual report from the Departmertai-
cation, “Recommendation: Long-term facility plafhe de-
partment is developing a facilities plan that canused to in-
form long-term maintenance and facility replacemdihte De-
partment of Education is also working with the Deypeent of
Highways and Public Works to develop a servicellegree-
ment that will clearly define the roles and respbifises of the
two departments regarding the ongoing maintenahesluca-
tion facilities. Education will be the first of senal government
departments to enter such a service-level agreemstht
Highways and Public Works.”

What we are talking about is in concert with Higlysand
Public Works, which has the responsibility for tbare and
maintenance of all the buildings. We continue tdrads that as
| described, with a commitment of over $12.5 milliannually.

Ms. White: This is my first and a half time trying
general debate so I'm going to take it a completifferent
way. I'm going to try to ask so | can learn howéead budgets.

I'm not sure if the House is aware, but in my poas life,
| worked in quite a few mining camps all over teeitory. I'm
really excited to see the money for the rec ceintiRoss River,
because the last mining camp | worked in was Yukioie, and
a huge number of people from Ross River workedethand
I’'m sure they're over the moon with the idea theytll have a
place to go and gather and do things. So thankvgoy much
for the rec centre in Ross River. That's excellent.

When we talk about the money that's coming in frmim-
ing camps, and understanding that exploration caan@s lot
more profitable to the territory, actually, thare asperational
mines — when you have an exploration camp, you heea!
purveyors. So you get groceries from places likE Bistribut-
ing Inc and you have lots of expediting companiest thelp
you. When a mine goes into construction or openatdi their
groceries come directly from down south. Right nesien we
talk about Yukon Zinc, this is a company that hiases flying
directly from Vancouver to camp; whereas, when vexenn
the exploration or the care and maintenance, eviaytflowed
through Whitehorse first. So there is a bit of fedence there.

With the money that people are earning now comintgod
mining camps and stuff, there is an increase ig dnd alcohol
problems and the issues associated with that. Aeeetany
programs being looked into for awareness of gargbtcohol
or drug issues with this new money that’'s comirtg the terri-
tory?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: | thank the member for the ques-
tion. I will remind the member opposite that shefadct, voted
against the Ross River rec centre just the other da

| also want to make a comment on the assumptidrthiea
exploration industry has a greater impact thanrtfing in-
dustry does in the Yukon because | don’'t know theweer to
that. | don’t think that was a fair assumption @ashte economic
impacts. But | do appreciate the fact that the memupposite
is aware of the “trickle-down effect” — the inditgjobs that
are a result of industries, such as the exploraticiustry, in
terms of the grocery business, the lumber busittbesairlines,
the helicopters, the tire shops, the expediters aretybody
else who is involved in ensuring the success oforus a re-
sult of that.

As for your question on Health and Social Servidemn
going to defer that specific topic to the DepartimehHealth
and Social Services.

Ms. White: With the $35 million we have been told is
set aside for land development, can you give ugvanview of
where and what kinds of lots we're expecting andwimat
places in the territory?

Can you give us a time frame? And just a questganm-
ing the lots not sold in Dawson: will they be refgas for a
lesser value at a later date?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: Again, that's a very specific ques-
tion to a specific department and so | will defeatt Other than
the fact that | think just today Community Servieess talking
about how many lots were going to be coming ouébfistle
Bend this year. She talked about Dawson, she talkedt De-
struction Bay, Haines Junction, | believe therelate in Wat-
son Lake, Whitehorse. You know, it is part of thieole strat-
egy. | think we announced today about Lot 262 farlacres.
We're very excited, again, about working with thév/ate sec-
tor to be coming forward with opportunities for @ffiable
housing, but | will defer the specifics to the depeental de-
bate.

Ms. White: Also, in my previous life, | was a life
skills coach up at corrections and | always thoughhave a
teaching kitchen in the future and that one ofthiegs | would
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do is | would take people from the very beginninghaut
skills and by the time they left my care, they wbhhve skills.

We have a fabulous program in town with BridgeséC#f
is just in direct relation to that. Are any otheograms similar
to this being developed and is there any thoughtinto the
aftercare after someone has finished this progiantifere any
chance of incorporating continuing education ititese similar
programs?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski:
of Bridges Café. Again, we committed $65,000 thgaryfor the
budget. Unfortunately, the members opposite votgdrest that
as well. Again, in context of the rest of the qimstit is very
specific to the department and | will defer depantitrspecific
guestions to the departmental debate.

Ms. White:
the Whistle Bend lots that we expect to be comingio the
fall of 2012, is there any idea of the cost of #hdasts or the
ballpark figure of the costs? Will the cost of gedtlement that
happened with Norcope be included in the cost ag¢Hots?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski:
— they are going to be available this year andehwces will
be forthcoming. As per the agreement that you'ardhel have
nothing further to comment on the litigation thagte was with
Norcope.

Ms. White:
inclusion strategy and the wellness strategy. Gantgll me up
to date how much that has cost taxpayers and cariefome
what their mandate is in the Cabinet?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: Again, I'm going to — just to
emphasize to the members opposite that the timsgdecific
departmental questions dealing with specific isspesgrams,
services described and provided within the departmal be
for departmental debate. This is to be general tdehf the
members opposite are ready to move forward witradeggn-
tal debate, we are ready to move forward with #tany time.

Ms. White:
the deal that has been set up between Selkirk Ratbn and
Capstone Mining. Can we hope to see a similar Heeen
other mines and the Yukon public?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski:
It's within the Quartz Mining Act.t clearly defines what the
royalties are to be paid.

We don't have to make one-off deals; it's out thémefact,
as | have described in this House as well, theltiegathat are
paid by Capstone to Selkirk First Nation are atyuedllected
by the government on behalf of the Selkirk Firsttibla be-
cause the process is identical and everybody wilireated the
same way in terms of the context of what’s defibgdhe act.

Ms. White:
the Yukon as the one that you're the middleman lhetyween
Selkirk First Nation and Capstone?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: | think what you're talking about
is really the fact that the Capstone mine occurgategory A
settlement land. As a result of that, Selkirk FMsttion is the
sole beneficiary of the royalties. If there is drestmine that is
created on another category A land of a First Matibe same
deal would apply to them. All First Nations thatvhareaties

| am going to keep trying — | am. With

The prices of the lots will be as

I mean, this is already described.

and land claim settlements have category A andgoageB
lands that they have selected and agreed upon -efiggvce
and mining in lieu of rescinding obligations orhig and privi-
leges in other areas.

Yes, in fact, if there is another mine — and ceitaif
First Nations are looking at some of the econoneicdfits that
have been accrued to Selkirk First Nation as altr@guthis,
they might be so inclined to look at those postied of devel-

| appreciate the acknowledgement oping relationships with the mining industry in lespof per-

haps seeing whether something might apply for thiemere are
no deals here. This is all clearly defined. What&ppening
with Capstone and Selkirk First Nation is a resiilfact that
the mine exists on their category A land.

Ms. White:
things on land that is not settlement land? Carewgect that
on Yukoner-owned land? A similar deal, a similaada min-
ing trickledown, as is being experienced there?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski:
This is clearly defined under tliguartz Mining Actas to what
happens when mines come to the point where thgyoét-
able. As we have described, there is some fronti@ading of
expenses to help create the feasibility to be &blemove for-
ward with the creation of the mine.

We have also stated in this House that there alawable

The next question is about the social-community development expense that the mining conega—

once they go into production and are moving towaafitabil-
ity — can apply to the government to be able to tiée ex-
pense to make an investment within the communigg gur-
rounds or supports the mine and that there isexctoffset off
of royalties when that happens, which really alldtvat mine
to continue to reinvest with that community in #irea.

There are no negotiating deals with mining compaie
they come in as to what's going to happen. It'sciharly de-
fined in the act. The act shows that, in fact, wien look at
base-metal mining, if you look at the corporatedax the roy-

It has been referenced several times —alties combined, the highest taxed jurisdictionGanada is

right here in the Yukon. But if you look straight myalties
across the board, the Yukon is situated aroundriidele. We
don’t have the lowest royalties, we don’t have hiighest roy-
alties, but we're somewhat situated in the middle.

Mr. Silver:
offered his reply to the Premier's 2012-13 Yukorvggmment
Budget Address. Today | have a few more points ktheduld
like to bring forward with respect to this budgéfe have a
very busy sitting ahead of us. In addition to tlheldet we are
discussing today and last year’s supplementarygolvernment
has brought forward amendments to six other pieté=gisla-
tion. That legislation requires our due attentiandg | look for-

Can we expect similar deals throughoutward to discussing that in the House. | also lomkvard to the

departmental debates and working with the ministesponsi-
ble to ensure that the government spending is edigvith what
Yukoners want and with what the Yukon can actuaffprd.
Accordingly, | will reserve my detailed questionsdaconcerns
for departmental debates.

As | am researching and learning, the departmeet®m
receive the attention that they deserve in theslative debates.
To help us get going on these departmental sittingdl keep

Can we, as Yukoners, expect similar

There are no deals to be made.

A few days ago, my colleague rose and
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my comments brief today. As well, in the interefte@pedi-
ency, | will provide my comments on behalf of thibdral cau-
cus, and | will be the only speaker.

A budget is not just dollars and cents, revenuesexipen-
ditures; it is a statement of intent and an exjpoessf a gov-
ernment’s priorities. This year, Ottawa placed $@llion more
in transfers into the government’s hands thandtlait year.

How the government spends that money shows what

values. Who gets that money and who doesn’t sholna this

government thinks is best for Yukoners. Clearly tovern-
ment believes mining is best for Yukoners. My causufully

supportive of a vibrant, engaged and responsibiengiindus-
try. It is part of our heritage; it is part of ofuture; and it is a
big part of our economy. It is an integral partf community
and, as a teacher in the rural communities, | ¢estato that
fact that without a healthy mining industry — placgning, in

my case — | wouldn’t have had a job, and | wouldrét here
in the Yukon without it.

Energy, Mines and Resources will get an increasal-of
most $26 million over last year's budget. Now, than in-
crease of 40 percent. No other department enjagiskind of
generosity. Overall, budgeting expenditures areeimmed by
only 5 percent from last year's budget. When overgpendi-
tures increase by 5 percent, but Energy, MinesResburces
expenditures increase by 40 percent, the diffesecoee out
of other government programs and services. Inkhdget, that
difference comes out of services that Yukoners ¥uo#on
families — beyond those directly involved in thening indus-
try — need and use.

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

Point of order

Chair: Hon. Mr. Cathers, on a point of order.

Hon. Mr. Cathers: I'd like to correct the Member for
Klondike. That money is actually an increase in gonit's
money directly funded by the federal governmertredhted to
an increase in money for assessment at abandomes.mi

Chair: Mr. Silver, on the point of order.

Mr. Silver:
content of the budget right now and leaving theiactlebate
for line items to the departmental briefings.

Chair’s ruling
Chair:
what he understands the budget to say, so there mint of

order.

Mr. Silver: Thank you, Madam Chair.

A budget shows the government’s priorities. | diatten-
tion to a few areas that the government seemsiootze less
than boosting EMR. The Public Schools branch hesraim-
portant job of preparing our children for highemuedtion, for
careers and to take part as active citizens incoormunity. It
will serve over 5,000 kindergarten, elementary aadondary
students this year. Unlike EMR, the Public Schadmtanch
does not get 40 percent more this year. In faatjlitget less
money than last year. In real terms, the loss éatgr. As we
all know, a dollar today is worth less than a dojlasterday or

I am making general statements on th

| think that Mr. Silver is stating his opinion on

a dollar in the year before, and the Public Schawénch is
being asked to do more with fewer resources, wran take
into consideration inflationary terms.

In the Yukon, we should be able to both educatechil¥
dren and support the mining industry. | will remitite gov-
ernment that this budget does not prioritize edanahe way it
does prioritize mining.
it Family and Children’s Services provides an esskestip-
port, education and intervention for the health amdl-being
of all of our young people and their families. O1€0 families
will receive counselling, prevention and supporis tlyear.
Child protective services will engage with almo80Families
where children are in unsafe circumstances. Almi&a§t new-
borns and their families will benefit from the hibgl families
program. These are very important services to Yakan
whether or not they are directly involved in thenmg indus-
try.

This budget provides Family and Children’s Serviggéth
a 3.5-percent increase in funds. In the Yukon, Wweukl be
able to both support and protect our children asmsbthe min-
ing industry. | will remind the government thatdiudget does
not prioritize children and families the way thatprioritizes
mining. Energy, Mines and Resources got a 40-péinerease
this year. Children and families did not get thatcim Neither
did other sectors of the economy. Tourism and Callts get-
ting less money than it spent last year. The depat's mar-
keting operations office is getting less money thas spent
last year, which will do nothing to increase thek¥n's pres-
ence in the global tourism market.

Economic Development is getting less money tham las

year. The government is cutting several branchasdre key
to economic diversification. Business and Indudbsvelop-
ment is tasked with promoting Yukon for businesgsiment
and enhancing our medium- and small-sized busisegd@s
year they will have to do that with 20 percent lessney. Re-
gional Economic Development works on a large stalad-
vance regional, community and First Nations ecomodavel-
opment. This year, they will have to do that with dercent

Qess money. In the Yukon, we should be able to biothrsify

our economy and support the mining industry. | wdmind
this government that the budget does not prioriszenomic
diversification the way it prioritizes mining. Abhé same time,
Energy, Mines and Resources is getting 40 perceote m
money, much of it to clean up old mining disasters.

Funding is being cut to the Department of Environme
which helps us prevent new mining disasters. Tlegadment
isn’t enjoying a 40-percent increase, but in facgetting far
less cash than it did last year. In the Yukon weutd be able
to both protect our environment and enjoy a heaitttiging
industry. | would comment to the government thas thudget
does not give equal weight to both concerns. | ame sny
point is coming clear. As | said, a budget isn$tja financial
document; it is the government’s declaration alvaht it feels
is important for Yukon and what is important forRémers.

It is the government party’s priorities. These nmmy be
the same priorities as all Yukoners hold. They mat be the
same priorities as Yukoners who have children i sbhool
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system, or Yukoners welcoming new additions tofémeily, or

Yukoners working in industries other than mineralvelop-

ment. | urge the government to remember the varests of
the territory’s residents. | further remind the degment minis-
ters that the Liberal caucus looks forward to distng these
needs and the resources that are required in detaiépart-
mental debate.

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: | guess it looks like it might be
the role or the strategy of the Liberal Party tonpgictures
with only half a story, as well, and | guess thaitsdisappoint-
ing. When you look at it, the best way to do a carigon is to
look at comparing mains to mains. Compare last'yeanins
to this year’s mains and, Madam Chair, every depamt ex-
cept for Elections Yukon had increases this year tast year.

As the member opposite is well aware of, but tti@gust
paint that half a picture with Energy, Mines ancs®&ces —
the member is fully aware that most of that inceeigsa result
of flow-through funding from the federal governmdaot as-
sessment and abandonment plans for Mount Nanserthend
Faro mine site.

We have, as | mentioned earlier, a significantease in
inspectors through Energy, Mines and Resourceglin of the
economic activity we have in the resource sectoowfecon-
omy.

Public schools — again, | look to see the expeneiyer
student. In 1998-99, that was $8,362. In 2002-@3was
$11,157. It is now, for 2010-11, $16,197 per stiiden

Madam Chair, that is a continued investment in stur
dents by this government acknowledging that truly future
lies in the hands of our students and we are comadiio ensur-
ing we do everything possible for the success afstudents.
It's spoken to in our investment per student; #fgoken to in
many other areas | know our Minister of Educatialt move
forward with.

In fact, if we look at the estimates for 2012-13npared
to last year for Public Schools — last year's numhbas
$92,632,000. The number for 2012-13 is $95,239;800ver a
$2.5-million increase. | don't know what the Liberaath is,
but when this year’s number is bigger than last’'geaumber, |
think that’s called an increase.

As the member opposite says, they're interestedduing
forward with the debate at the departmental |ewé, too, are
willing to move forward and excited to be able tavl en-
gagement and debate with the departments, withmihesters
and their staff. We are hopeful that we can enthaktwhen we
are out there describing the playing field that imefact, look
at that whole picture and not make an attempt &ater mis-
leading information for Yukoners.

Mr. Silver: I’'m not trying to paint any picture at all,
actually. I'm merely pulling back a veil to expoaeeality that
seems to not have been considered by this govetnarahthat
is the inflation rate. When talking about a billidollar budget
— and this is the Liberal math, here, by the wayeWwtalking
about a billion-dollar budget, an inflation rateeistremely im-
portant. Does the Premier acknowledge that the ohiefla-
tion, when he references this, increases to hisstrigs?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: | guess the very simple answer to
that is yes, because I've been involved in busirfiess long
time, and | certainly understand what inflation m&aWhat
we're talking about and what you're looking at arereases in
departments that certainly exceed that inflatiomatg.

Ms. Moorcroft: The Minister of Finance, the Premier
has been standing and criticizing the oppositioth iadicating
that he doesn’t believe that we understand budgefimances.
I'd just like to put clearly on the record heretti@e 2009-10
consolidated Yukon government and government cakjmors
public accounts show that the Yukon Party goverrngea-
jected an $18-million surplus and then posted,aict,fa $60-
million deficit. Those are the facts and | thinleyhunderline
that the government claims to be sound financiahagars
when there are such wide variances between whatpitegect
and what the public accounts at the end of thendbhyghow —
that they're inaccurate, or show that they're reallly on top of
things.

The Minister of Finance has stood here and reftiseth-
swer a number of questions from a number of meminetise
opposition. | would like to point out that as theeRier, the
Minister of Finance has a leadership role for tleegnment
and as the Minister of Finance he needs to havesig of
government spending in every department. We exghettthe
Minister of Finance will have information availakie answer
us. | would expect that the Minister of Financelvkhidve in
particular this information at his fingertips.

How many full-time equivalencies are there acros a
government departments? How many employees aree ther
working for the government and how many casualsaandia-
ries?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: I guess | will just make a brief
comment that while the vast majority of our cauand | were
not here during the deficit of 2009-10 — first d¢ififat was on
the unconsolidated, not the consolidated — | knbwat twe
have explained that before. But | do know that thember
opposite was here during those times of some pretiy
standing fiscal management of the previous NDP gowent. |
don’t think | need to go into describing some ajgé wise and
prudent investments and those cases where they fudang
one private company to compete against others laadriage
of other stories that were out there.

As for the question, | will defer that to the Pab8ervice
Commission. That is a detailed question that shbgdasked
during that time of the debate. This is time fongel debate,
and I'm sure that when we get to that point, if,fact, they
choose to use their time wisely, we’ll be able tswer all
those questions.

Ms. Moorcroft: Am | to understand that the Premier
has no idea and is unable to tell us how many eyeplothere
are working for the Government of Yukon and thatt ils not a
general question that he, as the Premier and Minist Fi-
nance, should have an answer to?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: | think what you'll take from my
answer is my commitment and my support and my denfie
in my ministers to be able to fulfill their respdbifities and
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their obligations as ministers of their portfolits deliver to
Yukoners as we had committed to do, Madam Chair.

Ms. Moorcroft:
swering the questions. I'm confident that the aéffic have
prepared answers to those questions. I'll ask d@iragCan the
minister tell us how many employees there are vigrior the
Government of Yukon across all departments angedls how
many there are working as casuals and auxiliaries?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski:
dancy, for the record, to again reiterate what \ehaaid: we
have an incredible team of individuals on this siflehe House
— our caucus and excellent Cabinet, | believe — hhdve
the full confidence in all of the ministers to parh their duties
and their responsibilities for the portfolios. I'mot going to
upstage them. We work together as a team and,expéexted,
when we get to detailed questions, they shouldnissvered in
departmental debate where the opportunity will thenthere
for the minister to answer those questions. That®w we do
things.

Ms. Moorcroft:
not going to result in any answers being forthcarfiom the
Minister of Finance. | will try, though; | will puanother ques-
tion on the record and we could either have an answnot.

I would like to have from the minister informatidoelling
us how many full-time equivalency positions there & the
Government of Yukon devoted to communications.

Hon. Mr. Pasloski:
opposite that this is a question that should best the min-
isters. They can give you the specifics about thepartments,
which is what departmental debate is about. Wehare now
doing general debate about the budget. If the mesvdggposite
are ready to go to departmental debate, this ditteedHouse is
ready to do so as well.

Ms. Moorcroft:
the minister then and this has to do with projéahping. The
previous Yukon Party government did not demonstoated
project management and this was one factor thattdesur-
pluses turning into deficits. | would point in theirea of poor
project planning to the announcement prior to tleeteon of
the government building F.H. Collins and then falliog the
election, determining, in fact, they weren’t aleptoceed with
that now.

| would point also to using design/build practicas the
Whitehorse Correctional Centre, which contributecatmajor
escalation of cost. The initial $20-million annoengent from
the short-lived Liberal government was for the n€errec-
tional Centre, and then the Yukon Party governmeriten
they brought in their estimates, started out ediilgaa new
Correctional Centre would be in the neighbourhob$3® mil-
lion. We're now at $70 million and counting.

Can the Finance minister speak to us about hovs ly®-
ing to work to improve financial management witlspect to
project planning?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: I'd like to talk for a minute about
financial management of the NDP. Record historyhef big-
gest deficit in the history of the Yukon — $64 nat pro-
duced by the NDP. During that time, when they werpower,

| guess, for the sake of redun-

Again, | will say to the members

| will try another general question for

Yukon Development Corporation financed a failed rséivin
Watson Lake and Totem Oil’s presence to competh loital

Madam Chair, the minister is not an- businesses.
The NDP lent money to a private company to compete

with other businesses, and you know what, thabtshow we
are going to run business. Other examples of filaaman-
agement by the NDP include: building a 25-persamentional
centre in Teslin that mainly sat empty, excepttfa 20 staff
members who cost the taxpayers in 1993 over $700,00e
Taga Ku convention centre was another NDP disastene
where they avoided the scrutiny of the Legislaand used and
lost taxpayer dollars to fund a commercial venthiet does not
even exist. Of course, there was the creation @fvikitor re-
ception centre on the Alaska Highway that did naghio en-
courage tourists to come into downtown Whiteholtseas the
Yukon Party that built the current facility downtownly a few
short years after this great investment by the N\WB.can call
it a boondoggle as well. Compare that with investtmehat
we're making in terms of building hospitals and govplants

It would appear that this exchange isand creating infrastructure and jobs for Yukoners.

As | have stated, we are committed to F.H. Collicike
all projects now, we want to ensure that the diligeis done.
We make sure that when we make an investment, wieesire
using taxpayers’ dollars, we ensure that this isedwisely and
that our diligence is done to ensure the investmardet scru-
tiny and we meet expectations of taxpayers and wWelte
spending their money wisely.

Ms. Hanson: | just came into this conversation and
I'm sort of reminded of “we will, we will.” Actuai}, | would
like to hear “we will, we will” with some actual,oocrete,
demonstrated action, as opposed to saying, yehageimises
and reading, quite frankly, tired remarks from Blees from
last week. Really, must we repeat the same kind®wiments
that were made that were largely not based ondatistory,
but just repeated over and over again?

Madam Chair, the Minister of Finance is ignoringtbry.
He is ignoring the fact that the Auditor Generailt once, but
many times, has pointed to that abject failure e YYukon
Party as government to be able to actually planwBat we're
talking about here is the ability of this governmen as identi-
fied most recently by the Auditor General last yedren she
did her scathing, scathing report on health — thist govern-
ment has an inability or has chosen to proceedowttiproper
business cases and without proper planning.

My colleague here has been asking, attempting toge
general way — because we do appreciate that theoeser-
sation about budgets for each department shouldrogben
we have an opportunity to debate each departmeht tbse
ministers, but we also know — and we have learmenh fhis-
tory with Yukon Party governments — that they da atbow
the Official Opposition to actually engage in thasmversa-
tions. We would like to ensure that we have attleasunder-
standing that the Minister of Finance, as the di/etaward of
the financial resources of this territory — of #likon citizens
— is able to demonstrate that he understands tbpesdhe
depth and the breadth of what he is charged witarims of the
responsibilities for the territorial finances.
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When we ask these questions, we are not asking tinée
vexatious; we are asking them because we seek fiioman
understanding that he understands what his rodadsthat he
will treat the questions we are giving him with tlespect that
they are due. So when we ask him, in terms of lgg&imover-
all comprehension, he says he’s a businessmanahidusi-
nesses. Well then he would know how many staffddework-
ing for those establishments. He is the overallsbok the
Yukon in terms of public service. He should knownhmany
people are in his employ. It's one thing for himsty that he
lauds the work of the public service, but then heutd respect
them by acknowledging how many there are. That &gyor-
tant piece. If he doesn't know the person who washkshis
workforce and he doesn’t know how many there dren thow
can he say he respects them? That's a simple goesti

He is accountable; he is responsible, as the ukiinmanis-
ter in this government. So he should perhaps clmtkthe
roles and responsibilities of the elected offi@ald those who
carry the high regard and incredible responsibiityministers
in a parliamentary democracy. It is not approprtatbe talking
about and trying to deflect the discussion withpess to public
servants. They serve us; they are public servémy, are not
politically appointed; they are not political tootd govern-
ment. | know this, you know this, and the peopléhis room
know this, so we should not confuse the two.

Over the course of the last week or so and in thef bes-
sion that we had in December, the Minister of Fa®arin re-
sponse to questions that we have raised, in tefmesponsible
governance and most recently in his Budget Addressged
with great fanfare — in advance, of course, to sheplus —

I'd really like them to come back to that. He says,when we talked about the need to plan for the &tgiven as |

“We will, we will.” I'd like some assurance, andrcée dem-
onstrate how he, as Minister of Finance, is enguttirat we're
doing proper planning and that we have businessscis all
capital projects going forward? I've heard varige$erences
from this government about doing this in housing/e're go-
ing to do that in housing, but we haven't heard blisiness
case for OFI..."” or for this or that.

“We'll go into those in detail when we get them nister-
by-minister,” but | want to know what principlesighFinance
minister has set in place and what conditions théhebe in
terms of ensuring business case plans for all elipess.

Hon. Mr. Pasloski:
hear it, but | think it's important to be reminditigem of their
history, of their record. | know that the Leadertbé Official
Opposition has been away, but we also reminded thiethe
mass exodus of people and the devastation of thatprsector
economy that occurred the last time the NDP toekhlm of
government here. | will again reiterate my committnend my
support and my confidence in my ministers to be ablaccu-
rately and completely live up to their obligaticsusd their re-
sponsibilities in their portfolios. They will answthose ques-
tions if the people on the opposite side decidbudget their
time accordingly to be able to get through alltof i

I will just reserve, again, my last comment regagdihis
history that the Minister of Energy, Mines and Reses has
spoken to and | have spoken to, and that is theeots— or the
lack of respect — that occurs from the members sippdo the
fine men and women who work in our public serviDescrib-
ing the report as a “scathing report” is an indiettnof the
work of the people who work for this government rgvday.
We respect their work and their effort and theiofpssional-
ism. We, again, hear this coming from the membg@osite
— their lack of regard and respect for the peophe work for
the people of Yukon.

Ms. Hanson:
Minister of Finance, and in his role as Premiegsinot under-
stand, in a parliamentary democracy, it's the némisvho’s
accountable and responsible, and it's inappropfatéhe Min-
ister of Finance or the Premier to even referehose public
servants.

think he acknowledged in his Budget Address thenbaod-
bust cycle of any resource-based economy, heteeitetritory
or any place else in the world — and in this coynte have
seen the same thing.

He has acknowledged that many other jurisdictioageh
established funds for tough economic times. What haee
seen in this government, with this Minister of Fioe, is no
appreciation of the need to actually establish langt close to
a rainy-day fund. We have also heard him acknovdestylier
this afternoon that it is, in fact, the historytbése Yukon Party
governments since 2006 to have incurred defiditael expect

I know that the NDP don't like to that there could be a cycle of more demand placedovern-

ment, what is this government’s plan in this respdtis is the
Finance minister's question; this is not a depant@equestion.
I'm not asking the Minister of Health or the Mirgstof Justice
this; I'm asking the Minister of Finance and thesidrer, who
has the overall responsibility for setting thaties for his
Cabinet colleagues. What is his vision with respeastablish-
ing and building — what in some places have bedledca
“rainy-day funds,” “heritage funds” — other mechsmis to
ensure that the citizens of the future are notvt long-term
debts that our children and their children willgmeying off? So
could the Minister of Finance please respond?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: I will answer that question —
straightforward. But first, | guess, | need to red)i Madam
Chair, that in response — the Leader of the OffiGaposi-
tion, in response to the Auditor General's reporther com-
ments were that the Department of Health and S&aalices
has no idea what it's doing. | think that’s anotlesample of
respect or the lack thereof.

As for the answer to the question, it's pretty igfnéfor-
ward, and it is inclusive in our budget. The memiseasking
about a fund. This is one of only two jurisdictidnsthe coun-
try that have net financial resources. That is mdfuand it

Unfortunately, it's very clear that the grows every year. We're projecting surpluses andingpfor-

ward. We’'re projecting to have an excess of $10kaniof net
financial resources. I'll explain it to you thaténfinancial re-
sources” means that if you take all our assets,capital in-
vestments, and you subtract our liabilities, acteyrayable
and environmental liabilities, we still have monkejt over.
We’re not using tomorrow’s money to fund operatitoday.
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Only Alberta and Yukon have net financial resouréde
are now ready to be able to not only react to ris&act to is-
sues, but also to react to opportunities as thiesg amnd have
the wherewithal to do that. I'm not quite sure wiest the
Leader of the NDP — | guess she’s looking for dedént
name on the piggy bank or something, but certaivtigt this
shows all Yukoners — and really all Canadians -this is one
of two jurisdictions that has no net debt. Thighis best indica-
tor there is of a financial strength of this govaent and its
ability to be able to react going forward simplychase we do
have money in the bank.

Ms. Hanson:
the difference between a “fund” and sort of “funidathe idea
that he has a $80-million projected surplus at #imge is
predicated on his notion that in fact that willtbere. The chal-
lenge that he faces is no trust in that. Thereisrmst because
it has not been earned.

In the past we have seen repeated premiers, thmidtre
preceding this one and the Minister of Finance gdet, reit-
erate many times: no, this is the Yukon and we hhisgand
this and this and we are second to only Albertdnawv we
manage our resources. | will remind you that Alaéntfact has
a heritage trust fund. Unfortunately, it too hagrdooted by
Conservative governments, but there is at leastse beritage
trust fund. There is no trust fund in this terntoand | would
suggest that there won't be under this governmatabse
there is no trust in their ability to finance thedy.

| am going to ask one more time: does the Minisfeli-
nance understand the difference between a trusierdage
fund, a rainy-day fund and the potential of a susghat in fact
— the surplus that changes time after time — charaiethe
end of this fiscal year will be different from itas last year? |
would warrant that it will not be $80 million, bthat we will
leave to the future. We saw in the past that whes predicted
by the Minister of Finance and the Premier didmdve out. So
| am asking the Minister of Finance if he would fion for
this House if he sees a distinction between whaits hmutting
forward in his response to my question, which isesious
qguestion — the difference between a trust fund ih#tere for
the future so that when unforeseen circumstancesrpand a
budgetary exercise of a fiscal surplus that maynay not be
there.

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: She wants to know if | know the
difference between a fund and fund, | guess. Yoomkrright
now, as we have stated, we're projecting a $2%enilsurplus
in 2011-12. We are budgeting an $80-million surpu®012-
13 and budgeting net financial resources of $10diamifor
this year. Will it work out to be exactly that? Nib,won't.
That's not a secret. Because, you know what? Riemplans.
This government, as it is in people’s personal djvis not
static. Things happen and you need — we are ohemplaces
in this country that have the ability to adjustheitit using to-
morrow’s money to pay for things today. So we htineability
to do that. We are ready to be able to adjustetztr If we
have a major forest fire season or we have an typity to
invest strategically that might help health or teean econ-

omy, or whatever reason, we have the money nowotat d
without mortgaging the future.

We do continue to invest in capital, to investhings like
bridges, in schools, and in hospitals, which crefibs.

| used some examples when the NDP were in poweyy Th
used money to have one private company workingnagain-
other private company. Madam Chair, the LeadehefNDP
talked about trust. Trust was given. We talked atust. Oc-
tober 11. We had an election and Yukoners camediato
trust this government to continue on the recorthefprevious
two Yukon Party governments down the pathway oSpeuity,

I guess the Premier doesn’'t understando continue moving forward.

Ms. Hanson: Madam Chair, trust is earned and it's
also lost very easily. | would wager that the trofsthe Yukon
people is teetering at this very stage when wetlseekind of
repetitive and non-responsive answers from the Rrem

I would move that we clear general debate; thisds-
productive.

Actually, before | move that, | would like to stbpck and
get a commitment from the Premier that we will aeespon-
sible interaction from the government side in teohsvorking
with the Official Opposition and the Third Party uat this
time, in this important year, in 2011-12, and 2@t#ing for-
ward, we will not leave, un-discussed and un-dehaté per-
cent, 23 percent or 27 percent of the total budgetnot going
to accept that it's our responsibility as the Q#idOpposition
in terms of budgeting time, because my experiefagdam
Chair, in this room and in this Legislative Asseynid that
when we ask a question, we get a 20-minute ramialitgyver.
I'm committing that we will ask questions that &oethe point,
on the point and focused. What I'm seeking fromRhhemier is
a commitment that he and his Cabinet colleagudsrespond
in kind, so that when he talks about the trust akdhers, we
will all be able to deliver on it this time and thae can ensure
that, through the life of the spring sitting, wellwiebate every
single department and all billion dollars plus thet are man-
aging and for which we are holding this governmacdount-
able. That is our responsibility, and we owe Yuksneo less.
I'm seeking from the Premier a commitment that hi work
effectively with us. We are committed to workingtlvhim and
his Cabinet colleagues to see that the travestyeopast couple
years is not repeated. Madam Chair, | would ledav® ithe
Premier to respond to that and then | will stand amove
clearance.

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: | think the record will show
clearly that there haven't been any 20-minute answe any
questions as we have gone forward here. I'm n&inglabout
what has happened in the past. | can tell you weive cer-
tainly heard some speeches and some stories fratrsidte of
the House that have come close to that length Hyrélarough
the process of which, wasn't asking or articulatingch of a
question but perhaps just making a statement — hehét's
political or whether it's factual. So, again, | vday to the
members opposite that the opportunity is there. Hogeise
leaders will be meeting to conclude on how long skssion
will be based on that. Everybody here knows whgislation
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has been tabled. Everybody knows how many day® thex. Unanimous consent re concluding general debate on

There will be — Bill No. 6, First Appropriation Act, 2012-13
Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible) Chair: Ms. Hanson has requested unanimous consent
Chair: Mr. Pasloski has the floor. to conclude general debate on Bill No.Farst Appropriation

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: | said that the House leaders areAct, 2012-13Are you agreed?
meeting, and they know how much time that they e to All Hon. Members:  Agreed.
be able to ask the questions. Again, | know budagegifficult Chair: Unanimous consent has been granted.
for the members opposite. We have a lot of exantplasshow Having concluded general debate on Bill No. 6, Cétmm
that they’re not obligated or don't feel obligatedlive within  tee of the Whole will now proceed to general deloaté/ote 7,
those budgets — something that we intend to do.iBtitey ~ Department of Economic Development.
can find a way to be able to budget their time eticgly, I'm Would the members care for a 15-minute break?
sure there will be a way to get through as muchhisf as is All Hon. Members:  Agreed.
possible.

I encourage the members opposite to focus on teasar Recess
where they want to have debate, and our ministedstheir
staff will be here to answer those questions. Chair: Order please. Committee of the Whole will

Ms. Hanson: | would seek one point of information now come to order. The matter before the CommiteBill

from the Minister of Finance. In fact, the membensthis side
do not know how long this session will be. The jubkks the
question all the time. We do not know. They expibeit we
will, as elected representatives — all of us irs ttoom — be
here until we have debated every single departnidrey are
shocked to find the history of this Yukon Party gmwment
over the last six years — to see that they haveemted the
debate of every single department and agency sgbavern-
ment. | simply say that we, of course, will agreehtave our
House leaders come to an agreement. | am hopedtilthiey
will agree and it will not be an imposition, butatht will be a
three-party agreement as to the appropriate leafjtiime to
complete that review. My question was to the Prerai& it
remains: yes or no? Do you agree that it is importhat we
review all departments, and will you ensure thairy8abinet
colleagues work with us to make sure that we dg’th&at is
what | think Yukoners expect of us.

Hon. Mr. Pasloski:
that question. | will again reiterate that the Houlsaders will
get together and will establish the number of days.they
can't do that, Madam Chair, then the Speaker wallitdfor
them.

Once we know how many days it is, then the oppdstun
will be there for the opposition to be able to laikvhat needs
to be discussed and budget their time accordirggnsure that
we can get through everything that needs to beudésd and
debated before we finish this session.

Ms. Hanson:
roundabout answer and the indirect response to megtipn,
that the Premier is in fact agreeing with me — thatis now
confirming that his colleagues will work and theylivbudget
their time accordingly so that we can achieve catiqh of all
departments and all agencies, so that we can tnetosYuk-
oners that, in fact, in 2012-13, they can rest reskthat though
we may not have agreed to every answer we got -+wka
didn't like some of the things that were said — that we ful-
filled our collective obligations to review the kpets of all
departments and agencies. With that, | will movedaclude
general debate, and let's get on with the busitlesswe are
here for.

| think | have already answered

Madam Chair, | will assume, by that

No. 6, First Appropriation Act, 2012-13We will now proceed
with general debate on Vote 7, Department of Ecoadde-
velopment.

Department of Economic Development

Hon. Mr. Dixon: I'd like to make some opening re-
marks about the Department of Economic Developrsent’
budget for this year. Of course, before | do theugh, | did
want to make a few general comments about sombeotié-
bate we've heard today and throughout the previbays in
this House. One of the points | wanted to make al&sut the
contribution of the resource sector to the econd@ftientimes
members will ask questions. Where is the contrisutio the
economy from the mining sector in this budget? A&klto the
revenues and where do we see this contributionitk there is
a benefit, of course, to that. There are taxes raydlties.
Those are all positive, but the true benefit ofbsource sector
is to the private sector economy. If you want tseas the
health of the private sector economy, you don’tkldo the
revenues of the government. You look to the privegetor
economy. The private sector economy has incredsembitri-
bution to the overall economy of the Yukon sigrafitly over
the years and we anticipate that it’ll continuggtow. The true
measure of how successful we have been at grolwagrivate
sector economy is looking at its contribution te tbverall
economy. | would venture an estimate at about 5h3@rms
of the contribution compared to government — | vdosdy the
government, given the GDP, is about $2 billion,egor take a
little bit.

The government’s budget, of course, is just ovebifibn.

I would posit that the private sector economy isgiy half of
our overarching economy, which is good. It has carleng
way, but it has a long way to go. That's what weigion. We
envision developing a strong, healthy, sustaingbleate sec-
tor economy. That’s at the top of our list, Madatma(€. With
that, I'll delve into the actual budget itself.

It gives me great pleasure to table the Departrobfico-
nomic Development’'s O&M and capital budgets for B4 2-
13 fiscal year. To begin, | will give you a pictuoé Yukon's
current economic landscape. The Yukon’s economaitipa
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remains strong. Mining development spending forl2@&les-
timated at up to $150 million, similar spending2@10. Min-
eral exploration expenditure for 2011 is estimatéc record
level at over $300 million, up substantially frolret$157 mil-
lion record level in 2010. The high level of intstrén mineral
exploration in Yukon is being reflected in the netdevel of
claim staking occurring in the territory, with netar 115,000
claims being staked in 2011. While exploration exjitires
are not expected to set another record in 2013 #he ex-
pected to remain strong.

With respect to tourism, visitation to Yukon in 20vas
on par with 2010, with almost 310,000 border crmgsi Con-
struction activity in 2011 remains strong, with toéal value of
building permits totalling $170 million, a 29-pentencrease
from the $132 million reported in 2010.

Strong growth in residential permit value and insitbnal
permit value contributed to the overall growth i@12. Pre-
liminary data for 2011 shows that seasonally urstdfli retail
sales in Yukon totalled over $669 million, up 1pétcent from
$578 million recorded in 2010. The Department obifamic
Development is estimating GDP growth for 2011 ie 81 to 4-
percent range. This represents the eighth consecyéar of
growth for Yukon’'s economy. The Conference BoardCah-
ada’s Centre for the North is currently estimatiaig even
higher real GDP growth of 8.6 percent for 2011 fordcasting
growth of 2.9 percent for 2012.

As of December 2011, the population of Yukon was es
mated at 35,800, up 3.3 percent from the Decem®Ed popu-
lation estimate. This marks the ninth consecutivezddnber
that recorded an increase in population. 2011 wmaghar posi-
tive year for Yukon’s labour market, with strongogth re-
corded in both Yukon’s labour force, up almost sepercent
to 20,200, and the average annual number of peopldoyed
in Yukon is up 9.1 percent, to 19,100.

At 5.4 percent, Yukon’s unemployment rate in 2014sw
down from 6.9 percent in 2010, and is among theekiwn
Canada.

The Department of Economic Development’s Business

and Economic Research branch continues to moratalyze
and report on Yukon’s economic position.

tional economic drivers of mining and tourism, vehfhcilitat-
ing the development of a diversified, knowledgedaagcon-
omy.

To enable strategic and responsible economic gmjee
are focused on facilitating the development of minand other
resource development projects, tourism-related eptsj re-
search, innovation, and commercialization and opjities
for filmmakers and sound recording artists.

To increase the benefits Yukoners, businessest Ras
tions and communities receive in economic projacis activi-
ties, we are supporting the growth of Yukon’s smafid me-
dium-sized enterprises, increasing Yukon’s sharéafefits
generated from proposed large industry developmeuntgport-
ing First Nations economic development and creaéind en-
hancing economic and community opportunities.

To enhance the competitiveness of Yukon's busieess
ronment, we are supporting the development ofesjiatinfra-
structure required for economic development, marget
Yukon as a place to live, work and invest, advagciiukon’s
economic development interests through intergovemat
forums, developing policies and strategies to gutue Gov-
ernment of Yukon’s economic development activigesl sup-
porting capacity and workforce development.

To support the ongoing work of the Department ob-Ec
nomic Development, we are including a total caditadiget of
$1.127 million and a total operation and mainteeamadget of
$14.613 million for 2012-13.

Attracting external investment is critical to Yuksreco-
nomic growth and diversification. Investment enabléukon
businesses to expand operations, pursue new opfgsuand
explore potential. The department’s investmentation strat-
egy continues to guide the development of a difietsprivate
sector economy while focusing on key areas of dppdy.
The department has worked diligently to develop &fuk
reputation internationally and has continued teagdrthe mes-
sage that Yukon has a wealth of opportunities aceosariety
of sectors.

Yukon is strategically located and has resourcasfihthe
type of global demand generated by foreign mark@ts.min-
eral deposits of copper, lead, zinc, tungsten aod ore are

The Department of Economic Development is a valuedome of the largest in the world. The continuanceun work

partner in the building of a sustainable and difieid economy
focusing on prosperity for all Yukoners while remiag cogni-
zant of social and environmental needs. The degatfsnmis-
sion is to assist our partners — the private seéliost Nation
governments, and development corporations, indwspcia-
tions, non-governmental organizations — and othekon
government departments and other levels of govemhrire
building a prosperous, private sector Yukon econbmgreat-
ing and fostering responsible development oppditsi Eco-
nomic Development’s goals are to enable strategitraspon-
sible economic projects, to increase the benefikorers’
businesses, First Nations and communities recewa feco-
nomic projects and activities, and to enhance timapetitive-
ness of Yukon’'s business environment. The depattmemog-
nizes that wealth-generating industries are tHarpibf a thriv-
ing Yukon economy. We will support the growth oéttradi-

in relationship building through travel to Asia,stiog inbound
investors in Yukon, and attending trade shows kdstd sig-
nificant investments by Chinese companies in Yukased
projects. This relationship building has taken plawer time
and we are now beginning to see the results. Ssigerificant
deals between Yukon-based companies and Asian torges
have been announced since October 2007, includimipry
Nevada Gold Corporation and China-based Northwest-N
Ferrous International Investment Co. Ltd., compigta $3-
million agreement to form Yukon-Shaanxi Mining Ccang, a
new Canadian company that will explore for and tgvenin-
eral resources in Yukon.

In September 2009, Korea Zinc Co. Ltd., through its
wholly-owned subsidiary, Pan Pacific Metal Miningr@ora-
tion, purchased shares and warrants from SelwymolRess,
valued at approximately $5 million. In October 20@hina
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Mining Resources Group Ltd., purchased approxinatdl.6
percent of the shares of Selwyn Resources, regiegean
investment of over $6 million in the company. Indember
2010, New Pacific Metals Corporation completed &lguisi-
tion of the 100-percent interest in Tagish Lake d>Gbrpora-
tion, which is operating as a wholly-owned subsigliaf New
Pacific.

partners on education and training initiatives riaréase the
number of local employees.

We are also working with the Whitehorse Chamber of
Commerce on business retention and expansion &rndieie
the needs and priorities of small- and medium-sireter-
prises. Another priority is to support the devel@minof strate-
gic infrastructure required for economic developtnén

Selwyn Resources and Yunnan Chihong Zinc & GermaYukon. Demands on Yukon’s infrastructure base ateasin-

nium Co. Ltd. completed a $100-million joint verguransac-
tion to advance Yukon’s Selwyn project to bankdbbsibility,

and, if warranted, to production, with Yunnan aredw§n each
holding 50 percent of the new company. The detafilshis

transaction were previously announced on Decem#eP009
and March 2, 2010.

The Selwyn project in eastern Yukon is one of drgést
undeveloped zinc and lead deposits in the worlkoYiuZinc’s
Wolverine project is being purchased by Jinduich&tayb-
denum Group and Northwest Non-Ferrous Internatidnal
vestment Company for approximately $101 millionnc®i
2009, Yukon Zinc’s Wolverine project constructiorpendi-
tures are estimated to be in excess of $280 millidre com-
pany’s 2011 capital and operation costs are exgdotde ap-
proximately $100 million, making this investmentia nearly
$400 million. Current plans have the mill ramping 10 the
design capacity of 1,700 tonnes per day in early22Current
direct employment is estimated at 104 employeesofmera-
tions. Additionally, employment via contractors whare asso-
ciated with this project is estimated at 179 pess@pproxi-
mately 32 percent of those are hired Yukoners.

In June 2011, Northern Cross Ltd. announced thaafan
filiate of the China National Offshore Oil Corpdmat made an
investment in Northern Cross toward explorationvéas at
Eagle Plains. CNOOC, as it is known, Internatidratited is
China’s largest producer of offshore crude oil awadural gas
and one of the largest independent oil and gasoeagbn pro-
duction companies in the world. Northern Crossapéiul that
the initial investment in exploration activities Bagle Plains
will lead to the development of energy resourcegting the
growing demand in Yukon and export markets.

The department invests annually toward attractirsigé
investors to Yukon. This investment has assiste@dititating
over $550 million in investment in Yukon companiesiate.

Economic Development plays a key role in investnant
traction by making introductions to potential inters and fa-
cilitating the development of business relationshigukon is
focused on ensuring Yukoners and Yukon businedsa® she
secondary benefits generated by the developmeninimg and
other industries. By ensuring this, we are helgmgtrengthen
the private sector economy, especially in rural dukincreas-
ing Yukon's share of benefits generated from thieskistry
developments, as well as supporting First Natioonemic
development, is an important step toward divensgyyukon’s
economy. The department seeks to optimize industenefits
through supplier development initiatives to inceettse number
of local suppliers, procurement initiatives to ie&ase their suc-
cess in bidding on work, and working with stakeleotdand

tensify because of the development of the naturaburces
sector and increased interest in infrastructureeldgments
from companies considering development in the Yukod
growth in the research, innovation and commeradélin sec-
tor. Improvements are necessary to all economiastfucture
areas including energy, transportation, telecompatiins and
municipal infrastructure. Infrastructure enablesialband in-
dustrial capacity and lays the foundation for eeonimogrowth.

Access to cost-effective port infrastructure isiraportant
strategic consideration as Yukon’s economy consrioegrow.
We are facilitating partnerships and raising awessnof the
potential benefits to the Yukon as partners infthither devel-
opment of this critical piece of infrastructure.eTBepartment
of Economic Development will continue to work withur
Skagway port partners to assist the developmenhefSkag-
way port as a strategic transportation option fakdh com-
modities.

Improving national and international transportatiand
trade links will lead to more business opportusitimore jobs
for Yukoners, and a higher quality of life. With kan First
Nations setting their economic priorities and phayithe lead
role in their economic futures, the Department ebfomic
Development works to support them from early plagrstages
through to implementation. Our activities include tfollow-
ing: assistance in building capable institutionsgofernance
and capacity development; assisting with the deraknt of
strategic direction, including strategic planningdaeconomic
development planning; assisting with the develognoémpoli-
cies that support economic development; opportunigntifi-
cation and project selection; assisting with theettgoment of
high-level feasibility studies; and implementatiaf these
plans and strategies.

The Government of Yukon has committed to expanding
Yukon’s economy by promoting its diversification sectors
such as film and sound, research and developmeatylkdge-
based industries, and valued-added manufacturiddike to
provide you with some examples of how we are fluifij this
commitment.

From April 1, 2011 to February 1, 2012, the YukdhmF
and Sound Commission approved 19 projects for indnder
its film incentive programs, providing approximat&284,000
in support to filmmakers. The Yukon sound recordimggram
provides Yukon musicians with financial supportcteate pro-
fessional demos and full-length CD recordings. Ttegram
provides local musicians with opportunities to depetheir
careers and market their Yukon music products ac@anada
and across the world. The Government of Yukon ooets to
work cooperatively with Yukon’s film and sound irglries to
provide Yukoners with employment and training oppoities.
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Another example of how we are striving to diversify

Yukon’s economy is our work with key partners andks-
holders to support the Yukon Cold Climate Innovat@entre
as part of the Yukon Research Centre. YCCIC isrtnpeship
between applied researchers, industry and goverindedi-
cated to developing, commercializing and exportingtainable
cold climate technologies and is housed at Yukole@e. The
commercialization of cold climate and related teatbgies will
provide important economic opportunities for Yukmnend
contribute to the diversification of the economy.pfime ex-
ample of past success is the quad-pane window rielsgel-
oped through a collaboration between YCCIC and RAB
energy group, also known as Northerm. These windaves
now in production and are used in many energy-efiiicresi-
dential and commercial applications.

The local manufacturing of these windows has helged
duce the delivery time compared with shipping fritva south
and, more importantly, ongoing energy costs.

| would like to highlight some of the many actiei the
department identified in our 2112-13 budget. Thpadenent
will continue to administer a variety of fundingograms to
support the diversification of Yukon's economy. Tkekon
government’s continued investment in business, strguand
capital projects supports long-term, sustainabl®enemic
growth.

We are continuing to support the Dana Naye Ventaries
croloan program that provides modest but meaningffipport
to entrepreneurs with innovative business ideagrdlare no
other programs in Yukon that provide this type oppgort to
small business. It is an innovative approach thtoarages
and supports Yukon entrepreneurs who are launchieg
businesses. From March 2000 to December 31, 2Qatakof
116 loans valued at $338,779 have been disperdes.dé-
partment makes contributions to various businelsdée or-
ganizations to support small- and medium-sized Hass ex-
pansion and marketing initiatives.

The Government of Yukon continues to support regear
innovation and commercialization, thus helpingrtorease the
economic diversity of Yukon and encourage growtNirkon’s
manufacturing and knowledge-based sectors.

The Yukon Cold Climate Innovation Centre contintes
develop projects in applied research in cold clantaichnolo-
gies and other related technologies of interestu&on. The
geographic realities of Yukon and the changing atenof the
north make new and —

Chair: Order please.

Hon. Mr. Dixon: Time? I'll look forward to the ques-
tions from the members opposite.

Ms. Stick: I'm not going on with statements but will
move right into questions. One of the stated resibdiies of

The Department of Economic Development supports théhis department is to develop a sustainable andpettive

growth of Yukon business activity by allocating $3700 to
the enterprise trade fund. With the focus on smetld me-
dium-sized businesses, this program is designestitoulate
and support market growth, business developmenteapdrt
revenues. Through this fund, eligible Yukon bussessin-
volved in export-related operations may receivdastamsce to
conduct activities that open new markets, develup expand
existing markets, and implement projects that dgvélusiness
activities without creating unfair competition withthe local
Yukon market. The enterprise trade fund is avadatd all
Yukon businesses, as well as business-related iaegeoms
and industry associations. The program support&etiag and
export projects that enhance the likelihood of Yiukoisinesses
generating increased production and sales of Yykoducts.
Most importantly, all of the projects funded by téeeterprise
trade fund require a meaningful investment by tbmganies
and organizations, essentially doubling the investmand
promoting Yukon products, services and opportusitie

The department continues its ongoing partnershtp im-
dustry stakeholders and stakeholder groups to Nelkon
businesses develop and maintain a competitive éageanin
external markets. Stakeholders such as the Yuk@am®Bar of
Commerce help us to raise the profile of Yukon besses and
the service and products they can offer to botldénand out-
side markets. The department continues its sumfde busi-
ness community through the business incentive pragrith a
budget allotment of more than $1 million. This goraent
offers rebates to businesses that hire Yukoners, Yuskon
manufactured goods and hire apprentices and Yukaoithyto
work on eligible Yukon government projects.

Yukon economy. | assume that this would mean it ld/@n-

rich the quality of life for all Yukoners. Too margukoners,

though, are still relying on social assistance sadices such
as food banks, Salvation Army and soup kitchemgoudld note

that the actual total appropriations, if I'm reaglithis correctly
on the page, are down from the 2011-12 estimatdsdamwn

from the 2010-11 actuals.

In going through the website, | was looking at Bgsi-
ness and Economic Research branch of this depdrtameh
found there a list of Yukon economic indicators.

First of all, it indicates that we have an unempteynt rate
of 6.3. This is up from 6.2 in January and up frérh percent
in February of 2011. Our labour force has incregaad that is
good news. The labour force went from 19,500 inr&aty
2011, to 20,900 in January, but we are down 20Gddyruary
of this year. The number, though, that really &troe, regard-
less of these increases, was the unemployment nuinbieeb-
ruary 2011, it was 800, and it is now 1,300. Soji@w of all of
this prosperity, new jobs and employment optionat thre
available to Yukoners, why are we seeing an inerefs500
more unemployed Yukoners here?

Would the minister please comment on these incdease
numbers and perhaps offer an explanation?

Hon. Mr. Dixon: The member opposite mentioned

our efforts to continue to diversify the economg, 8f course,
I will continue to discuss some of the ways thatasme working
to diversify the economy. One of the ways we'rengoihat is
supporting — as | was saying before — researchviation
and commercialization. Of course, the geographadities of
Yukon and the changing climate of the north make aed
innovative solutions necessary.
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The Yukon Cold Climate Innovation Centre’s reseant
development fund has invested in local projectsating inno-
vative solutions to the challenges we face in Yukbime De-
partment of Economic Development is contributingro$2.8
million in funding to the Yukon Cold Climate Innai@n Cen-
tre for operational support and project leveragingr the next
five years.

In addition, funding for YCCIC is provided by a d¢dbu-
tion agreement with Yukon College through the nemthstrat-
egy trust program, consisting of $125,000 per Yfearthree
years starting in 2010-11. This will also supparhdvation
projects. The centre is open to a variety of pddémtrojects,
specifically in the areas of cold climate, as poegly men-
tioned; permafrost and effects of that on trangmm corri-
dors; building construction; renewable energy; elienchange,
and those that address geotechnical challengeso@se, my
colleague, the Minister of Education, and | had gleasure of
visiting the research centre and Cold Climate Iatiovn Centre
— | believe it was two weeks ago — to commit toding the
Yukon Research Centre and, in the case of the YuEold
Climate Innovation Centre, for another five years.

That's included in this budget as well, Madam Chair

a variety of stakeholders including First Natiomsl anunici-
palities.

Another avenue in which the department supporisriety
of stakeholders is through the community develognfiend,
which is a program that is widely known throughout com-
munities — and is very popular, | might add. Thienary goal
of the community development fund is to supportguts that
provide long-term well-being and bring social oroecmic
benefits to Yukon communities. This fund’s projectsitinue
to create employment, generate local spending,ldevesable
skills and enhance Yukon’s physical and socialastitucture.
We have allocated $3.3 million to the community elepment
fund and its administration. The community develepirifund
contributes substantially to the health of rurak¥o communi-
ties by giving community members an opportunitynawork,
share and participate in strengthening their neghttoods and
organizations.

This fund fosters cooperation, partnerships anthbota-
tion among groups and emphasizes the importancecnéa-
tion and training for Yukon people. The departmeontinues
to work to diversify Yukon’s economy by expandingraul-
tural industry. We are very fortunate to have saighincredibly

In addition to the innovation and technology sectortalented and vibrant film and sound recording itdukere in

Yukon’s other key economic sectors include natueaburces
and tourism. These industries initiate strategajqmts that will
generate wealth, act as catalysts for developmmhtganerate
secondary business opportunities. These projegiposu the
government’s stated goal to strengthen and diweigifkon’s
economy. The Department of Economic Developmettiates
gic industries development fund will continue teyide sig-
nificant support to these sectors, with $800,008cated in this
year's O&M budget. The strategic industries deveiept fund
provides assistance to identify and assess emeogipgrtuni-
ties, including the preparation of scoping studifessibility
studies and business planning.

As | stated earlier, the department’s efforts twwaat in-
vestment to Yukon is paying off. Recent supporbotbound
missions in Canada, the U.S., Europe and Hong Korpmart-
nership with industry has stimulated interest angestment in
Yukon companies through the capital markets. Wall@cated
$626,000 in this budget, which represents a vaoépctivities
including marketing, promoting and facilitating et® and
conferences, websites, and consulting servicesdeardo raise
awareness of Yukon’s investment opportunities anppert
initiatives that facilitate foreign direct investmtaleals.

In our efforts to assist Yukon communities and t~is-
tions to fully benefit from economic activity indh regions,
we are allocating $405,000 to the regional econateieelop-
ment fund and its administration. This fund progidimancial
support to foster regional and community econonguetbp-
ment. The fund was established in recognition efnieed for
effective coordination of planning and economic elepment
efforts by all parties with regional economic imsts. Funding
activities have included support for economic depeient
planning, capacity development, opportunity idécsifion and
associated research, needs assessments and tyaeniisg The
strength of this funding program lies in the fdwttit supports

Yukon. The Yukon Film and Sound Commission admémist
six different film and sound funding programs ainadneet-
ing the diverse needs of this industry, for whiét1®,000 has
been budgeted. The film industry in Yukon contindesbe

strong, providing Yukoners with employment andrtiag op-

portunities. The Yukon sound recording industryaientinues
to grow, as professionals develop their talentpaed their
portfolios and market their music products acroasdcla and
around the world. As | have mentioned, the depamtmesound
recording program provides Yukon musicians withafioial

support to create professional demo and CD recgsdifthe

2012-13 budget allocation for this program is $80,0

By supporting the film and sound recording industme
are positioning Yukon and its people to be comjetitn the
national and international marketplace. As the eomn con-
tinues to evolve and change, the department’s iaesvwill
continue to meet the needs of Yukoners. EconomiceDe-
ment continues to promote a strong, diversified sustainable
Yukon economy. We continue to support local busiaesFirst
Nations, municipalities and communities. EconomivElop-
ment continues to build awareness internationdllyrwkon’'s
investment opportunities. We continue to send thesage that
Yukon is open for business, a great place to kwerk and in-
vest. We are working to ensure that Yukon’s econpnogpers
for the benefit of all Yukoners.

With respect to some of the more specific questites
member opposite had — first of all, there have baefew
comments, including the ones previous, about therail
budget for Economic Development. Of course, theratpmn
and maintenance portion of the budget has incredsed
2011-12. The capital does see a slight decreaserasult of
the conclusion of the one-time project approveauh the
federal government’s targeted investment prograrhast the
Western Canadian Music Awards in Whitehorse. Scattigal
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overall decrease in the total appropriation is &b%®6,000
from last year. As | said, the primary piece ofttba the capi-
tal side is the result of the conclusion of the Wes Canadian
Music Awards in Whitehorse. Contrary to some of tuen-

ments we've heard before about there being sonteoétarge

cut in Economic Development, that’s simply not tase. Op-
eration and maintenance has certainly increased.

In regard to the member’s question about unemployme
on average, this has not been the case.

More people are looking for work, given the inceeas
Yukon opportunities. More people are coming to Ylon for
these opportunities. We see that in the populaitmneases
annually over the last several years. EmploymertOihl was
19,100, which was up 9.1 percent in 2010. StatisGanada
reports for 2011 an unemployment average of 1,idich
was down 15 percent from 2010. So, in fact, thempieyment
rate is decreasing. Yukon unemployment in 2011misreg the
lowest in Canada. | think we are tied with Albefida the low-
est in Canada, which is of course a reflectionhaf $trong,
diverse, healthy Yukon economy currently and théoref
we’ve been making to ensure that Yukoners see henai
that economic growth.

Ms. Stick:
complete his speech that he didn’t finish earli#irtry to be a
little more specific. It's still very apparent whdaoking at
these stats — and I'm not going to go back to 2002010 —
that between this February 2011 and February 20&2unem-
ployed have gone from 800 to 1,300. That's 500 npmeple
looking for work.

It's great the minister talked about all these paogs and
talked about money, promotions, awareness, invegsnpart-
nerships, but the unemployed number is still 500artban it
was a year ago. I'd like an explanation for thieage.

Hon. Mr. Dixon:
employment figures over the annual basis is becthese is a
degree of seasonality in the data, so when you &tck more
restricted window, you may see certain changesth®rannual
basis, our employment continues to go up and urgynpnt
continues to go down, and that's simply an indicaib our
strong economy and Yukoners’ participation in thednomy. |
can't reiterate enough how important it is thatlveee the low-
est unemployment in Canada. That's a remarkabteststa Of
course, there is a challenge associated with #rad, that is
attracting additional workers to the territory, we’re hearing
from the industry that finding workers is indeedhallenge.

| would posit that anyone who is looking for worlowd
indeed have work.

Ms. Stick: Seasonal change and that type of thing
understand, but | am looking at from a year agorkaly to
February of this year. | am not looking from Decembr from
January, | am just looking across the year, anchawxge gone
from 800 unemployed to 1,300. That is 500 more Ygke
looking for jobs. If the jobs are there, if we domking for
more skilled workers why is this number, 1,300 peplooking
for work?

Hon. Mr. Dixon:
the Yukon. Our population has increased signifigaoter the

years. | think another important statistic is thamfer of em-
ployed Yukoners and that has gone up as well. Sdpahe
members opposite’s question, there are job oppitiganout
there for Yukoners. We have the lowest unemploynirerhe
country — among the lowest unemployment in the tgun
should say. | think we are tied with Alberta. Thakén popu-
lation continues to increase. More and more peapmecoming
to Yukon to find work because there is work to lad here.

Ms. Stick: | don’t feel like | have an answer from that,
so I'm going to move on. That didn’t answer the stion.

Under the Business and Industry Development brahch,
would like to hear what is planned for trade andesiment
missions. Are there more planned for this comingryeNhat
countries are we looking at? How much funding aittually
go into these missions?

Hon. Mr. Dixon: The line item for the member oppo-
site — I'll see if | can actually find the page the normal
budget so she can follow along properly. It's thesiBess and
Industry Development page. | don’'t have the pagmbers
precisely. But you will note the investment fraatiof market-
ing line item is $626,000.

Of that, $275,000 is for consulting and other smsifor

I'm glad the member opposite was able topromoting trade missions and conferences. When aneluct

these trade missions, we obviously focus on Canada,spe-
cific sense — mostly eastern Canada. | know theri$oude-

partment targets Canadian markets, as well as Aareninar-
kets, as well as European markets. In attractimgstment on a
broader scale, Europe is, of course, a target maakds Asia,
and, specifically, China. We do attend China Miniatgr in

this year, and we have done so on an annual basiad+epre-
sentatives from Economic Development at that cemfeg. The
page number is 7-8 — | was looking for it before.

In terms of advertising to promote business comiegs,

Part of the reason why we look at we spend $29,000. Program materials, such as brestar

trade missions and conferences, is $28,000. Racdittal for
meetings and seminars is $10,000. Various conferemnd
collateral material is $98,000. Maintenance of depantal
websites, databases and business directories j@ERSContri-
butions to third-party organizations and trade iatites is
$19,000.

Support costs, such as communication and travekteta,
is $50,000. So that's the breakdown of the expengifor the
investment attraction marketing line there. As idsahe re-
gions and target markets for us include particyl@hnada and
the United States, but also Europe and Asia — amduld say
more specifically China. | would also add that wavér been
relatively successful in attracting Asian investiéo one can
deny the fact that China is an emerging market @l that's
taking an increasingly active role in the world memy, so it's
certainly one we've targeted as a potential fotrnmas in de-
veloping Yukon projects. As | listed in my openirgmarks,
we have got a solid foundation of history of susf@spartner-
ships developed as a result of our activities.

Ms. Stick: | had a discussion earlier with the minister
and thank him for using the page numbers when dsicg

Of course there are more people incertain amounts of money or budget areas. It's etpful for

me to be able to follow, and | appreciate and thankfor that.
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On that same page 7-8, when I'm looking at pricarge
projects, this year it's budgeted at zero, butaswestimated for
2011-12 as $335,000. | am wondering if that monay gone
somewhere else, or do we not have projects thatdag un-
der this budget?

Hon. Mr. Dixon: The prior years’ project amount
represents three completed departmental projectsriaken in
prior years with monies received through the comitgude-
velopment fund trust program, the community adjesttfund,
and the targeted investment program. These projectade
the Yukon entrepreneur support and the Yukon fiobmmer-
cials, as well as the Western Canadian Music Awasttsch |
mentioned earlier.

The entrepreneur support project was a two-yeaje@tro
supporting potential entrepreneurs interested imdhe early
stages of planning or operating a business.

There are no clear programs under Economic Devedapm
that will assist these small businesses to stdyusiness. The
businesses are the ones we talk about when waltalkt buy-
ing local. It's great to do that at Christmastimken there are
craft fairs and we want to buy local, buy Yukont iudoesn’t
help for the rest of the year and I'm worried abthdt. I'm
worried about the businesses that are disappearingur
neighbours, our friends, my business neighbourseeple in
my building I'm seeing disappear and I'm wonderiifighe
minister could speak to this and where the smalirfass that
isn’t going to expand, isn’t going to grow — is Ipgp quite
happy where they are and how they are. How do kemp
business coming to their doors and not to the freses, or not
to the large box stores?

Hon. Mr. Dixon: Madam Chair, | have to diverge a
little bit from the member opposite. We have a namtif pro-

The Western Canadian Music Awards were hosted igrams. | have gone through a number of them alreaggrd-

Whitehorse in November 2011 and were funded by ©@aisN
targeted investment program. The third projechés Eilm and
Sound Commission’s commercial project that waswasre
discussed previously in the House, the 13, one-tainebi-

ing support for small- and medium-sized enterprid®¥s are
committed to providing programs and services topsupand
stimulate development and growth of Yukon’s smafid me-
dium-sized enterprises, of course appreciating soustesses

sodes —Yukonicis what | think they're referred to as. That are comfortable with their size and are just sinplyking to

was funded under the community adjustment funds Tihin
project was 100-percent recoverable from the fddgoaern-

ment’'s new Canadian Northern Economic Development

Agency and provided training for Yukon’s filmmakei&hose
are the three prior years’ projects that have cated and, as a
result, have that zero figure. | hope that answeesmember
opposite’s question.

Ms. Stick:
it's a zero now, I'm curious as to whether there arore pro-
jects coming up that we could hear about, or i&iib?

Hon. Mr. Dixon:
planned. That's just simply reflecting the projethst have
concluded and providing the accounting of the those three
projects have, in fact, concluded and that's whbet comes
from. All of the other programs would fall under there are a
number of projects that are ongoing on the othee ltems
there. But, of course, there is the potential theoeld be
revotes as a result of all the money not being edpéd on
those projects, as | understand it.

Ms. Stick:

There are a number of projects

expand their markets rather than expand their dvsize or
employee numbers.

The Department of Economic Development provides-bus
ness development support and information and adviser-
vices to Yukon's SMEs through partnerships and non-
governmental organizations, industry associatiors tarough
direct assistance. As a result of several new,elaggource

Are there any projects planned? Becausealevelopments, the Department of Economic Developnieen

identifying options to further maximize benefitsr fBMEs in
Yukon from these and other economic activities.

The department recently provided $75,000 to supftat
business retention and expansion program, a Wh#&eho
Chamber of Commerce initiative. The program wilhtioue to
strengthen the economic growth, prosperity and ecaijpn
throughout the Yukon Territory.

The department continues to support businesstings—
our Yukon businesses — through programming and ddnd
third-party initiatives. Of course, my colleagulee tMinister of
Education, last week announced $75,000 for an diusiness

| was looking again on the website, andtraining fund to help Yukon businesses accessitigioppor-

I'm always amazed at how many programs and how muctunities to further contribute to Yukon's econorgiowth. The

money is available for training, for hiring, for ganding busi-
nesses, for exporting. But the reality of the gitmis that
these are for larger businesses. These are nttd@BMEs, the
small and medium enterprises. Currently, there32r800 total
businesses in the Yukon, 57 percent of which araedibased,
meaning one or two employees. In Whitehorse, theze?,900
business licences — again, approximately 50 perotthese
are eight employees or less. These are the busmésat cut
our hair, mend, alter or sell us our clothes, tede of our pets,
and, yes, sell us books. But these businessessagpearing.
These locally owned small businesses are disapgeand
we seem to be becoming a more franchise market imere
Whitehorse. You only have to go down Main Streetsé&e
some of that, where businesses are just not quteng it.

business incentive program promotes the hiring wkonh resi-
dents in manufacturing and use of Yukon goods amdices.
The business nominee program provides support teigio
workers planning to build a business investmerand immi-
grate to Yukon. Canada-Yukon Business Service €eistra
partnership between Economic Development, the Yukon
Chamber of Commerce and the federal governmeptoitides
strategic advice and resources to small- and mediged
businesses. Dana Naye Ventures’ microloan prognaviges
loans for the creation of small and home-basednesses. The
Dana Naye Ventures business development progranides
loans directly to Yukon businesses. The enterpriage fund
supports business development in the market expanst
Yukon businesses. The North Yukon business advisoity
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reach program provides mentorship and guidanceuginbss
planning, development of marketing strategies ahdraelated
business activities. The Yukon business developmesgram

is a program between the Whitehorse Chamber of Gencen
and CanNor that provides advisory services to Yukaosi-

nesses that are trying to expand into the exporketa

it would be eligible for or which it wouldn’t be'nh not sure if
that's entirely appropriate to discuss in the Hotight now,
but | do know that, on the whole, all the statistitve seen
indicate that we’ve seen positive economic growitithie terri-
tory, especially in the retail trade — these am small busi-
nesses. Preliminary data for 2011 shows that sadgamad-

The entrepreneur support program provided one-timgusted retail sales in Yukon total over $669 milliovhich is up

funding support to two initiatives — the businestention ex-
pansion program — as | mentioned earlier, it was gelivered
by the Whitehorse Chamber of Commerce — and aregrmey
neur training program delivered by Yukon CollegheTYukon
small business investment tax credit program eragms Y uk-
oners to invest in small Yukon corporations and¢airse, the
Yukon venture loan programs are intended to engeuthe
provision of business financing from commercialders by
sharing the risk associated with the loan.

For the member opposite, in this year’'s budgegupport
of SMEs, the 2012-13 budget includes: the busimesantive
program that | mentioned — that's just over $1 iwmil| the
Canada-Yukon Business Service Centre, which is igeov
about $45,000; Dana Naye Ventures' business deweop
program, $34,000; Dana Naye Ventures’ microloanggm,
$73,000; the enterprise trade fund is allocated5RX0. The
north Yukon business advisory outreach is alloc&&aD,000.
Of course, the Yukon venture loan guarantee progsaavail-
able as well. So I think this budget does a soohdoff provid-
ing support for small businesses that are seekingapitalize
on the growth of our economy and capitalize ondbaeelop-
ment of other sectors of the economy by tapping fihbse.

So | think that adequately answers the members Sijgh®
question.

Ms. Stick:
those are great programs. What | was just commgmtinand
had asked the minister about was the fact that nofichis is
not available to the small, locally owned business hair
dressers, dog kennels, book stores. | employ narétipne
individuals in my business. I'm doing my part taéhipeople
and have people work. I'm not eligible for anythirighave
looked into the youth funding. | hire a high-schethdent. |
have a university student. I'm not eligible. | haxen had sen-
iors working for me and have not been eligible dow of this
funding. It can go to other businesses that argebigthat are
looking to capitalize, expand and grow. But if yarhappy
with your business, if this is what you want to tfeere is noth-
ing. There is no support there. We can talk aboyiny local
but if there is something more or something encging for
the small businesses, it does not exist.

I’'m going to move on. | would like to talk aboutettbusi-
ness nominee program that is located in the Depattrof
Economic Development, and | wonder if the ministeuld
speak to us about the number of groups or inveshatshave
utilized the business nominee program in the lastryHave
they come? Have they set up businesses here, aadisvAn-
ticipated for the upcoming year?

Hon. Mr. Dixon:
guestion about the member opposite’s businessn’'t speak
about the specific business itself. | don’t knowiethprograms

Again, I'm not disputing that some of

15.7 percent from the $578 million recorded in 2006 un-
derstand that the factors that contribute to thgresving num-
bers are the economic activity related to miningeti@ment,
higher household incomes, which puts more monefolis’
pockets to spend locally.

There is an increased population, so more peopglday-
ing goods and services here in the territory, whibbuld in-
crease business for most businesses. There isrheghegloy-
ment, of course, so more people are working.

The business nominee program accelerates the iramigr
tion process for qualified business people by mtiog Yukon
with the ability to nominate potential immigrants€itizenship
and Immigration Canada. The business nominee progsa
used strategically to increase the business ezpednd in-
vestment in Yukon by providing the opportunity faon-
Canadian citizens or permanent residents to inve¥ukon’s
economy and immigrate to Yukon. The business noenpre-
gram allows Yukon to nominate qualified businesspbe from
around the world who have the intent and abilitymove to
Yukon and establish, purchase or become partness bosi-
ness.

To date, 104 business applications have met thenmin
processing standards; 35 of those were recommefated
two-year temporary work visa to implement their ibhass
plans; 16 were nominated for permanent residengyfthose
were approved by Citizenship and Immigration Canadd
have implemented their business plans.

Business nominee program applicants who have imple-

mented their business plans have brought more $4an mil-
lion in investment capital to Yukon since the intep of the
program in 2004.

From April 1, 2011 until March 21, 2012, the busise
nominee program has received 12 applications thett time
minimum processing standards, with three of thoseom-
mended for a two-year temporary work visa to immetrtheir
business plans. That will be going forward, Madanai€

The potential investment in Yukon by applicants wiave
not yet implemented their business plans — so ties avho
will be implementing them in the future — is estiethto be
about $3.1 million. Of course, successful applisamust ac-
tively participate in a management-level positionai Yukon
business, they must invest a minimum of $150,008 @ur-
chase a minimum of one-third of the business. Tiognam is
only for entrepreneurs who will be actively involivén the
management of a Yukon business. By federal reguatll
past investment must go through Citizenship and igration
Canada’s immigrant investor program. | think thateg the

In response to the earlier part of the member opposite a bit of an idea of what is upcgntimough-

out the year.
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Ms. Stick:
prentice and the Yukon youth funding programs.

I’m wondering if the minister could give us the noen of
businesses and the number of apprentices who hasethe
benefit of this program in the past year and whatane expect-
ing for 2012-13.

Hon. Mr. Dixon:
gram there is a youth-hire aspect to that prograchitis ap-
plication-based, so | don’t have a figure for ghi now. It's
something that is driven by application, so we wloallocate
funds as the applicants come in, so | don't hanerraber spe-
cifically for the member opposite right now.

Ms. Stick:
change in funding at all across this. It's at $0,080. Is this
also where the apprentice program comes out ofcandyou
give me figures for that one, please?

Hon. Mr. Dixon:
available to contractors and Yukon manufacturerdeurthe
BIP program, or business incentive program. Theovugov-
ernment construction contracts for eligible Yukavernment
construction contracts — rebates are availableotatractors
for the following — that includes apprentices, s@dsume
that's what we’re talking about here. The prograndémand-
driven, so it's allocated the same amount of fugdas previ-
ous years, but it could go up or down dependinghende-
mand. It's a demand-driven program that could, tbgcally,
go up or down, depending on the interest in theygamm in a
given year. The total budget for the program in2Q3 is, of
course, as the member opposite mentioned, just $lanil-
lion, which includes both O&M, as well as capitadpendi-
tures. Just for the member opposite’s informatampf Febru-
ary 10, 2012, there had been 92 rebates issuedkonYymanu-
facturers. That could include the labourer, therapfice, youth
— for a total of $43,100. Like | said, it's demaddven and
will change to reflect the demand in a given year.

Ms. Stick: Sorry, Madam Chair, | didn't catch that
last part — 427 If you could just clarify that pgefor me be-
cause that really confused me when it's $1 milkena budget
line there.

Hon. Mr. Dixon:
92 rebates issued to Yukon manufacturers for al tota
$43,100. The reason that's so small is because thpglica-
tions tend to come in at the end of the fiscal ysarwe would
anticipate more — a significant number more — torfwuded
there. It's something that is simply a functionvdiien the ap-
plications come in.

Ms. Stick:
creased employment and that we do have the lowsstnu
ployment in the country. | think, just because keps repeat-
ing that, I'm going to keep repeating also. Thermpkyment
rate is up from a year ago and the number of uneyeplin the
Yukon is up by 500 — 500.

Moving on, | would like to hear from the minister we
heard an announcement of monies being given toYthen
Gold Mining Alliance. | would like to know what thifunding
was for and where it comes from out of the bud@kts group
is an alliance of mining companies in the Yukon sdnanain

My next question concerns the Yukon ap-

Through the business incentive pro-

The two categories of rebates are

As of February 10, 2012, there were

purpose is to promote advanced exploration, mineelde-
ment, production and reclamation of our resourtesn curi-
ous as to why we would be giving this group fundimigen it
seems to me they probably don’t need a lot of comeny.

Hon. Mr. Dixon: With regard to the Yukon Gold
Mining Alliance, of course we are always interesiednvest-
ing to promote Yukon and promote investment in Yuk@d/e
do it across sectors. We deal with the tourism sty we deal
with — clearly the mining industry here. | belieyst last
week, folks from Tourism were down at a show in éth
promoting investment in Yukon. The Yukon Gold MigiAlli-
ance is an example of an industry/government coltion to

Looking at that line there, we don’t see anypromote investment in the Yukon. The majority oé ttunds

that they expend through that program come fromctirapa-
nies themselves. Yukon does make a modest contbais
well.

It is an industry-led group, as | said, that's feed on at-
tracting mining investment to Yukon. Now, in terwifsraising
awareness — it raises awareness of opportunitieéukon’s
mining sector and it is essential to attractingestment, and
the Government of Yukon welcomes the Yukon Gold iltin
Alliance’s efforts. Economic Development continueswork
cooperatively with industry groups and the miningustry to
market Yukon’s precious metal and base metal pti@sens
attract investment opportunities.

When this group travels, it goes to a number cérfizial
capitals throughout North America and Europe toegate in-
terest from investors in investing in Yukon profedinvestors
have a broad suite in front of them. They can ineegywhere
in the world. They can invest in Africa, in SouthmArica, in
Asia, in any of the producing mines in the Unitedt&s, or in
the regions of Canada. It's a very competitive stduattract-
ing investors. We see Yukon has been relativelgesaful in
attracting investment, but that's always a chaléefgr mining
companies in terms of bringing projects forwardYokon.
When it comes to this track record of the Yukon dGilining
Alliance, it's one I'm happy to talk about. For thelatively
modest investment of a couple — | think it is $T0®, on an
annual basis — the return on investment is sigaific

The companies of the Yukon Gold Mining Alliance spe
| believe, between $65 million and $70 million irukbn last
year. They very conservatively attribute about Edcpnt of
that to the efforts of the Yukon Gold Mining Alliee, so that
return on investment is significant. If, for abdit00,000, we
can generate between $6.5 million to $7 milliorinvestment
in Yukon, | think that's a return on investmentrh groud to

The minister keeps repeating about the instand beside.

Ms. Stick: Actually, Madam Chair, | will sit down for
this moment and let someone else ask questions.

Ms. Hanson: | just want to come back to the line of
guestioning my colleague was raising with respecthe re-
sponse from the minister on the business industweldpment
section of Economic Development. She had askedeatigqm
with respect to apprentices. She was seeking tolggfication
on the support provided, which we heartily endersesupport
provided for development and training to apprestiges in the
territory.
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As | understood it — and | see the clarificationtkat this
business and industry development section is tha af the
budget that does support it, so | was looking tiotige statistics
on — we got the number of the $42,000 or somethkegthat
for rebates for Yukon manufacturers. What | waskiog for
within that overall $1,050,000, the amount that ldobe at-
tributed statistically — the numbers — for suppfort appren-
ticeships for businesses who have them working.

Hon. Mr. Dixon: As | said before, it's a program that
is demand-driven. So we provide rebates to compani® are
hiring youth or apprentices. So the total line it¢hat we have
in the budget now, as | said, is just over $1 wnilli— that it's a
number of programs that include that youth or apiice hire.
Once again — demand-driven, so as we get applicatior
rebates, we provide that funding. In terms of prasiyears’
funding — | could get back to the member oppositeerms of
what the breakdown has been in previous yearsnt d@ave
that here today. But | can say that the amount rekge so far
was roughly $43,000, as | told the Member for Ri\ee South
earlier. It is a demand-driven program that is Hase the
needs of industry.

Ms. Hanson: | do appreciate the minister’s offer to
get us the information from past years. It is inigor because
it links to — | would suggest — the questions beiaged by
the Member for Riverdale South with respect toitteeease in
the unemployment rate. The minister's comments alboa
attractiveness of Yukon, as a place where peoptd teacome
to be employed — but they don’t want to come toubem-
ployed. So one of the things we have heard time again
from this minister and other ministers across tloerfis the
importance of ensuring that we develop a skilledkfarce
here in the territory. If this fund has been usedhie past as a
portion — I'm sure that we will hear from the mités of Ad-
vanced Education and others that there are othece® and
resources available for people, in terms of supfwrappren-
tices. | understood him to say — and | am seekiaglarifica-
tion: what if the $1.05 million — again, | am lookj in terms
of the overall support of the workers here. Wetalidng about
rebates to Yukon manufacturers.

That was $43,000 so I'm interested: that $1,050;8060
it's $1,003,000 that we're talking about now — walle help-
ing support those people or industries, small assas, me-
dium enterprises who may be interested in engagwork-
ing, supporting with apprenticeships, which theade to a
skilled workforce, which is exactly what we in thiuse are
all supporting. We want a skilled workforce so tha don't
have a year from now — not 500 more unemployed,tiait
we actually have those 500 more who were hopefudist of
the labour force at some point in this last yeagainfully em-
ployed and actually in a skilled situation so theyhot having
to live on the shameful $9.27-an-hour minimum wage.

Hon. Mr. Dixon: I’'m not entirely clear about some of
the questions there. | think | heard somethingregfeed to the
“minimum wage.” I'll leave that for another timeh& break-
down of the business incentive program — the $1@&EDthat
we’ve been discussing — I'll provide a little bitone informa-
tion and hopefully that suffices.

Of that $1 million, there is $114,000 that goepérsonnel
costs. There are support costs of about $4,000eMhatebates
from made-in-Yukon projects are $75,000 and thal tatbates
payable under the business incentive policy, wtdshl said,
provides rebates to government projects that haveoN-hire
component, is $857,000.

Developing our labour force is, of course, a ptiodf this
government. It's something that has been identifieds by the
business community as being a priority and a kegetsof our
economic growth in the territory. There are a numbfere-
sources, as the member opposite indicated, that\aiable
through a variety of departments, including the ister of
Education’s department, so perhaps he’ll provideitamhal
information upon Education’s debate in this Houm,| would
say that of course supporting the development aftrang
Yukon workforce is important. The unemployment, | asaid
before, in 2011 was 19,100, up 9.1 percent fron0D28d Sta-
tistics Canada reports a 2011 unemployment avesfdel00,
which is down 15 percent from 2010.

Seeing the time, | move that we report progress.

Chair: It has been moved by Hon. Mr. Dixon that the
Chair report progress.

Motion agreed to

Hon. Mr. Cathers:
resume the Chair.

Chair: It has been moved by Mr. Cathers that the
Speaker do now resume the Chair.

Motion agreed to

| move that the Speaker do now

Speaker resumes the Chair

Speaker: | will now call the House to order.
May the House have a report from the Chair of Cottemi
of the Whole?

Chair’s report

Ms. McLeod: Mr. Speaker, Committee of the Whole
has considered Bill No. 4, entitlddterim Appropriation Act,
2012-13 and directed me to report it without amendment.

Committee of the Whole has also considered Bill Bp.
entitled First Appropriation Act, 2012-13and directed me to
report progress on it.

Speaker:  You have heard the report from the Chair of
Committee of the Whole. Are you agreed?

Some Hon. Members:  Agreed.

Speaker: | declare the report carried.

Hon. Mr. Cathers:
House do now adjourn.

Speaker: It has been moved by the Government House
Leader that the House do now adjourn.

Motion agreed to

Mr. Speaker, | move that the

Speaker:
tomorrow.

This House stands adjourned until 1 p.m.

The House adjourned at 5:28 p.m.



444 HANSARD March 26, 2012

The following document was filed March 26, 2012:

33-1-9
Fleet Vehicle Agency 2012-2013 Business Plan (Ist-
chenko)



