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Yukon Legislative Assembly
Whitehorse, Yukon
Tuesday, March 27, 2012 — 1:00 p.m.

Speaker: I will now call the House to order. We will
proceed at this time with prayers.

Prayers

DAILY ROUTINE
Speaker:  We will now proceed with the Order Paper.
Tributes.

TRIBUTES

In remembrance of John Gould

Mr. Silver: | rise on behalf of the Legislative Assem-
bly today to pay tribute to the life of Dawson Guiypneer John
Gould. John was born in Dawson City in 1919. Ag, lohn
lived at the family mining camp at Nugget Hill, jusff Hunker
Creek Road. John worked with his father at a mimt# 1958.
He also worked part time at the mine during they&8rs he
worked for Parks Canada at Klondike National Hist@ites.
He retired from Parks Canada in 1980 and returoeaiinhing
with his son, Peter.

John was a walking encyclopedia of the history aivBon
City and the mining industry in the Yukon. He lovedshare
his knowledge of the history and worked tirelegslypreserve
Klondike heritage. He spent countless hours overdécades
actively involved with the Dawson City Museum. hret1990s
he travelled as a Klondike ambassador, accomparayimgjor
travelling exhibit developed by the Dawson City Mum to
points all over the continent.

John was a member of the Yukon Order of Pionebss, t
Dawson branch of the Royal Canadian Legion, foumdiem-
ber of the Klondike Sun newspaper and a key merabéne
Klondike Centennial Society. He advocated the ptea# of a
statue on the Dawson waterfront that honoured timens, and
he saw it accomplished. He was instrumental inbéistang the
Ridge Road Heritage Trail and the 2011 revival erpansion
of the Dawson claim interpretive site.

John was a mentor to many; a kind and gentle mam wh

always had time to help others in their quest far Klondike
or knowledge of mining. He was very involved in tt@mmu-
nity and many facets of Dawson’s history.

He gave so much of himself to his town and to thm-c
munity of Dawson, and he will certainly be misse. is gone
from us, but with his passion for history and preagon, he
has left the Klondike and the Yukon with a wealfhknowl-
edge about our history and for that we are trubteful.

To his son Peter, his daughter Suzanne and higighnédn
dren, we wish to extend our deepest condolenceggonloss.
Rest in peace, John Gould.

In recognition of National Colorectal Cancer
Awareness Month

Hon. Mr. Graham: | rise in the House today on be-
half of all members to acknowledge that March istidveal
Colorectal Cancer Awareness Month in Canada. Cctalre

cancer is the fourth most commonly diagnosed caimc@an-
ada, and the second most common cause of candér Hieav-
ever, with early detection, colorectal cancer may Highly
treatable, and there is a 96-percent successaatechting the
disease.

The risk of developing this cancer may be lowergaat-
ing healthy, exercising regularly, avoiding smokiagd alco-
hol, and having regular screening tests. Howeveople with
these habits, or who are over 50 years of age,har have a
family history are at a higher risk and should ggeened.

Early detection is a key step in preventing thiscea. Pa-
tients who experience symptoms related to coloreetacer, or
who are at a higher risk of developing the canass,encour-
aged to be screened as soon as possible. Anyasrestdd in
screening should talk to their doctor about theeasging tests
that are available.

The Colorectal Cancer Association of Canada, aleitgy
the Canadian Cancer Society, has been workingde eavare-
ness of prevention and early detection of this peancer.

We would like to acknowledge their work and encgera
Yukoners to lower their risk of developing colomdatancer by
making healthy life choices and having regular egieg tests.

Speaker:  Introduction of visitors.

INTRODUCTION OF VISITORS

Mr. Barr: | would like to introduce soon-to-be
Tagish resident, Mary Ann Lewis and neighbour oagdrake,
Suzanne Picot, and from Whitehorse, Diana Grifditid Gerry
Whitley.

Applause

TABLING RETURNS AND DOCUMENTS

Speaker: The Chair has for tabling the report of the
Chief Electoral Officer of Yukon on the 2011 geregiection.
This report is prepared pursuant to section 31th@Elections
Act

Are there any further returns or documents foritagd

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: Today | have the Queen’s
Printer Agency’s Annual Report for 2010-11 for fabl

Speaker: Are there are any further returns or docu-
ments for tabling?

Are there any reports of committees?

Are there any petitions?

Are there any bills to be introduced?

Are there any notices of motion?

NOTICES OF MOTION

Ms. McLeod: | rise to give notice of the following
motion:

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon te us
the 2012-13 budget to invest $2 million in widenartd repav-
ing the Takhini Hot Springs Road.

Mr. Hassard:
motion:

| rise to give notice of the following
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THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon tp-su
port the local airline industry by using the 20124udget to
extend water and sewer services to the south cooeharea
at the Erik Nielsen Whitehorse International Airpor

Mr. Tredger:
motion:

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon t fo
low the example of our neighbours in Alaska and pitende-
tailed annual statistic reports on the mineral ues® sector and
a mine-by-mine breakdown listing relevant inforroatinclud-
ing, but not limited to:

(1) royalties paid and the value of deductions;

(2) resident Yukoners employed and filing incomeetain
the territory;

(3) non-residents employed, including temporaryeigm
workers;

| rise to give notice of the following

There is much work to be done before we submitfimalings
to the Legislative Assembly on the outcome of tieaiew, but
we certainly are committed to it.

Ms. Hanson:
them from dismissal or intimidation if they witneasd report
wrongdoing. The Third Party’s position is well knowo this
House, and, quite frankly, it's irrelevant. It lig government
that has the power to act and the means at itostidpThe
government said they wanted to convene a selecimitbee
which would use the work of the previous committee its
starting point. This is important work. So I'm as$fi Why has
the government not brought forward a motion in tH@use to
strike a whistle-blower committee?

Hon. Ms. Taylor: First of all, I would like to just
point out for the members opposite that, in faetfain protec-
tions already exist for Yukon public service em@ey. Protec-
tions can be found in thBublic Service Actthe collective

(4) corporate income tax paid to the Government ofgreement between the Government of Yukon and tidicP

Yukon;

(5) contributions to community development;

(6) Government of Yukon expenditures related taainf
structure, regulating and monitoring, and othertensf and

(7) values of security for remediation.

Mr. Silver:
tion:

THAT this House urges the Minister of Energy, Mirzesl
Resources to locate the Yukon Placer Secretarifateofn
Dawson City as:

| rise to give notice of the following mo-

(1) Yukon government operations and employment oppo

tunities should extend to communities beyond Wtitsé
whenever appropriate;

(2) Yukon government services are best providedwhe
formed by the needs and expertise of its clients;

(3) Yukon government services should be providedias
rectly as possible to the people using these sesyvand

(4) about 410 Yukoners are employed in the terisot40
placer mining operations, and most active placeimgi opera-
tions are in the Dawson mining district.

Speaker:  Are there any statements by ministers?
This then brings us to Question Period.

QUESTION PERIOD

Question re:  Whistle-blower protection legislation

Ms. Hanson:
that they were interested in moving forward with istle-
blower legislation. | now ask the Premier to owlithe gov-
ernment’s plan and timeline to move forward withistle-
blower protection.

Hon. Ms. Taylor: As | articulated on the floor of the
Legislature a number of times for the members oppothe
government is very much looking forward to movirggviard
with whistle-blower protection in collaboration Wwithe mem-
bers of the Official Opposition. In fact, we didcedve confir-
mation from the New Democratic caucus. Unfortunatele
did not receive confirmation from the Liberal Padgucus.

Service Alliance of Canada, and, of course, throtinghwork-
place harassment prevention resolution policy. Wwike, the
government’s internal audit services policy and Aloeess to
Information and Protection of Privacy Aelso deal with dis-
closure, but don't necessarily address protectimysé who
specifically disclose information, and, hence, tlgtin fact,
why we are committed toward meeting whistle-bloywestec-
tion.

So, | understand that, in speaking with the Housader
earlier this week that, in fact, we are preparingation and it
will be tabled in the Legislature very soon.

Ms. Hanson:
fact did send a letter on March 20, and | hopentlir@ster has
looked at it. We crafted a motion and encouragedgidvern-
ment to either use that motion or discuss it wihso that we
can collaboratively work together to get this wieidilower
protection — the work already done incorporated ihte work
that needs to be done. | still ask: What's the liilmeeand when
will we see this legislation tabled in the Housg®hlere a com-
mitment to having whistle-blower legislation tabiadhis Leg-
islative Assembly in the fall sitting?

Hon. Ms. Taylor:
of the Legislature last week and many times bettoaé as well,
the government does not wish to pre-empt the outcofrthe
work of the select committee. We look forward taneening
the select committee and in fact, as | understtrat, was put
forward by way of our Government House Leader ®dppo-

Last week, the government indicated sition’s respective House Leaders at this morningegting.

A motion will be put forward on the floor of the gisla-
ture and we certainly look forward to proceedinghwiork as
to what in fact whistle-blower protection will deé — what is
and what is not legitimate whistle-blowing. In faittwill look
at processes whistle-blowers should have to folloexposing
improper actions. We will be looking at what conseaces
there may be for those who choose to attempt talias
against whistle-blowers, as well as persons whoagps reck-
lessly or maliciously blow the whistle on others.

These and other issues will in fact form the ba$ihe se-
lect committee, and we look forward to doing thedd work.

Mr. Speaker, that's great to hear. We i

Public servants want rules to protect

Again, as | articulated on the floor
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Question re:

Mr. Barr:
yesterday, the minimum wage rate will rise fromp&9 hour to
$9.27 per hour on April 1, 2012, due to a threespet rise in
the consumer price index. That is 27 cents, Mr.agee The
NDP has been clear in calling for an immediateerai the
minimum wage to at least $10 an hour. This is lyaadliving
wage, but it is a start.

Minimum wage

Hon. Ms. Taylor: Mr. Speaker, | would just like to

According to a government announcementpoint out that it was this government that actuaynducted

the last review of Yukon’s minimum wage, which tgakce in
2005, when it was not only increased, but an anmiltion-
ary factor was added, based on the consumer pridex;
which we have just seen as of April 1.

Mr. Speaker, we recognize that there are shortfatien it
comes to Yukon’s current minimum wage and that fy we

Does this government support raising the minimungeva initiated a review on November 24, 2011.

to at least $10 an hour?
Hon. Ms. Taylor:
to the minimum wage that was recently announceal fiact an
annual increase that takes place each year on Aptilat is
directly tied to the consumer price index. Of ceyrs re-
sponse to the member opposite’s question, we verghmec-
ognize the inadequacy of Yukon’s minimum wage asuit-
rently stands. That is in fact why our governmemiNmvember
24, 2011, requested the Employment Standards Boacdn-
duct and seek input from stakeholders and condueviaw of
Yukon’s minimum wage. We support and respect tluegss,
and we certainly look forward to the outcome oft tteview.
Mr. Barr:

still be the lowest. Six provinces and territorgge at $10 or
more, with Nunavut the highest at $11. New Brunkisicate
will jJump to $10 on April 1. We know the Employmegtan-
dards Board began a review of the rates in Noventhérhas
yet to conclude and make a recommendation on chargs
has been four months. When do we expect the boareport,

That work is before the Employment Standards Bodafd.

| just want to add that the increase have asked the board to conduct a consultation itgittespec-

tive stakeholders to complete its comprehensiveevewf the
Yukon’s minimum wage. We look forward to receivitige
outcome of those deliberations. When it comes dressing
issues pertaining to poverty in the territory, th@vernment
remains committed. When it comes to delivering fiardable
and accessible child care, when it comes to détigea contin-
uum of housing options for Yukoners, when it conesn-
hancements to our income tax rates; when it coméscteas-
ing social assistance rates, increasing ratesofef care par-
ents — may there be no mistake that the GovernofeYitikon

At nine bucks an hour, the Yukon has theis very much committed to delivering these services
lowest minimum wage in Canada — add 27 cents, aed w

Question re:  Dawson City recreation centre

Mr. Silver: Last fall I reminded the government of
their promise to build a new recreation centre awBon City.
Dawson City is a vibrant, close-knit and active coumity. We
appreciate the government’s commitment to our edie in-
frastructure and, as with any new and exciting tpraents,

and can this government provide some assurance ttigat COMMunity members want to know more. The first toke

minimum wage rate will very soon rise to a moralile wage?

Hon. Ms. Taylor:
lieve and we certainly recognize that Yukon’s minimwage
rate has now fallen below that of all other Canadiaisdic-
tions, and that is why this government launched¢veew. We
certainly asked the Employment Standards Boaramal@act its
good work to review Yukon’s minimum wage. That vgg-
mitted to the board on November 24 of last yeaat™ork is
currently underway, and we have asked that thel sgmut
from stakeholders in conducting that full reviewtb& mini-
mum wage.

Again, Mr. Speaker, we recognize the shortfalls
Yukon's minimum wage, and we are very much comumitee
adhering to the recommendations of the board.

Mr. Barr:
have earned minimum wage, but | was one of theh] &now
how hard it is — the struggle of living from paycjue to pay-
cheque, paying the bills and raising a family.

Workers on minimum wage aren’t buying boats and-con

dos. They aren’t buying second homes in Arizonal Ettie
boosts to their income provide a little comfort ayw directly
into the local economy — for food, for housing oirig to the
pool. The Premier has talked a lot about prospébity | know
a lot of Yukoners who are not sharing in these peosus
times. Will this government commit to immediateiising the
Yukon’s shamefully low minimum wage rate — the I@vén
Canada — to at least $10 an hour?

Make no debate about it, we be-

| don’t know how many members in here

shovelful of sod was turned last summer. There mgaseason
to leave the ground fallow after that, so | assuhegovern-
ment has immediate plans to get this project undgrw

The town is definitely ready. After being askedpiartici-
pate in the sod-turning ceremony, members of thekdy and
curling club went to the city asking for support striking a
steering committee. When can residents expect otisin to
begin in earnest?

Hon. Ms. Taylor: | thank the member opposite for
bringing forward the question. As | already reitethon the
floor of the Legislature last year, as | seem ftalle the Gov-

ofefnment of Yukon is certainly committed to enhagaiecrea-

tion improvements to not only infrastructure in Ban City,
but toward communities throughout the territory. fitt, as
evidence would show, within this year’'s budget ¢hare dol-
lars for replacement of the Ross River recreatiemtre. When
it comes to Dawson City and meeting its recreatidna
provements, the Government of Yukon has also coradiio
delivering $4 million over five years in terms ofitpng for-
ward upgrades to its current recreational faciigeds and in
terms of moving forward on a particular new fagilit
Mr. Silver: Shortly before this sitting began, the

Community Services minister announced that the conity
of Ross River would receive $7 million for a newcneation
centre. Design and construction is to be undenkasy gpring
and completion is expected in 2013. This meanschitthree
years would have passed from the recognition ohtkedl for a
new recreation facility to the doors opening. Theed for a
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new recreation infrastructure in Dawson City hasrbapparent
for much longer than that. At the 2006 electiore Member
for Klondike promised a new rec centre. In advaoicthe 2011
election, the member was joined by the former Comitgu
Services minister and the Mayor of Dawson and ptechadt

again.

When will the new rec centre open its doors in Daves

Hon. Ms. Taylor:
recreational infrastructure in the territory, natly have we
committed to delivering on a replacement of the sRBsver
recreation centre, but we have also delivered oreva Mayo
recreation centre for the Village of Mayo. Likewisge have
committed to upgrades to the Teslin recreationregm@nd we
have delivered on that. Likewise, we have delivaretarsh
Lake and many other communities, | might add.

So when it comes to Dawson City, there is a $4ionill
contribution agreement that remains currently iacpl for up-
grades for the current facility that is in placeDlawson City if
it is the desire of the City of Dawson, in collahtion with
Trondék Hwéch’in, with members of the communitynda
many others to seek funding toward the replacemnérnbhat
facility. That, too, is under the purview of thetyCof Dawson
when it comes to the use of this funding, so agddnmillion
over five years — that money does remain in placel we
certainly look forward to continuing to work witlhe City of
Dawson.

Mr. Silver:
appreciate the government’s contributions to infregure in
rural communities. We appreciate them even morenwthe
investments are made in collaboration with the comity and
take full advantage of the community’s unique aacthprehen-
sive self-knowledge. Just last week, Public Ser@oemmis-
sioner’s Staff Development branch had a workshomlecen-
tralization of government, from the authorsTtfe Starfish and

When it comes to improving our

As | have said, the residents of Klondike

— all of which, I might add, the member oppositeteeb
against.

Question re:

Ms. White:
units of affordable housing, available, hopefulbgfore the
winter of 2013, with affordable rental rates guaead only for
15 years. Is this the government’'s entire plan ¢al dvith
Yukon'’s immediate housing crisis?

Hon. Mr. Cathers:
have said and the announcements we've made, waeveified
that the approach we’re taking on Lot 262 is & ftep in tak-
ing an innovative approach to developing land witihie city.

In that case, we're putting the land out and sglitrto the
private sector with conditions on it that there ka®e a mini-
mum number of affordable housing units developed &assult
of that end development. Again, we have establishexini-
mum number of affordable housing units that neelieduilt
on this lot, for a period of at least 15 years.tTiha fairly sig-
nificant term of time in terms of a caveat on theperty as far
as defining what the use can be.

We will certainly evaluate what we see through téveder
process of Lot 262 for determining how we mightlggimilar
approaches to disposing of land in the future —rggaddress-
ing specific needs such as rental accommodation.

Ms. White:
cording to demand. We have heard of overwhelmiberést in
an on-line advertisement this week for a cabin widhrunning
water, renting for $900 a month. When will the goweent
develop a comprehensive strategy to deal with thesimg cri-
sis?

Affordable housing

Hon. Mr. Cathers: Mr. Speaker, | would encourage
the member to look in our election platform and phness re-
leases. We had two press releases related spégifioaour

the Spider.They suggested government start using decentraﬂlan and our strategy for dealing with housing &l avail-

ized bottom-up approaches instead of one centchimenmand
and control centre. The author suggested that ideemsakers
and leaders sit down with everybody from the jamsitavho
clean the legislative toilets, to the children wbo to the
schools in the communities.

Would the minister provide specifics on how the gjov
ment will apply decentralization, rebuild trust witny con-
stituents and make a commitment to build a reavaatentre in
Dawson?

Hon. Ms. Taylor:
is this government’s commitment to continuing teest in all
of our Yukon communities.

When it comes to the City of Dawson, this Governiradn
Yukon has contributed over $45-million worth of commity
infrastructure in the City of Dawson alone. Thaeslmot even
take into consideration $653,000 for the McDonatitigie re-
placement planning. That doesn't take into consitlen the
School of Visual Arts that the government committedand
actually implemented. It doesn't take into considien the
hospital that is currently underway in the membppasite’s
community. It also doesn't take into consideratinany other
improvements, such as improvements to the recreaimtre

| can give the member this, and that

ability. Again, | will emphasize, as some of my leagues
have, the fact that we believe that the first steproviding
affordable housing is ensuring that there is aidefit supply
of land out there to allow development.

Again, in this case with Lot 262, we have takenramova-
tive approach, releasing titled land that the gorent owns
within the City of Whitehorse with specific conditis requir-
ing that it be developed for affordable housingmfimum
amount of affordable housing is part of that endetlgpment.
We will evaluate the success of this. We have abmrof ti-
tled lots within the City of Whitehorse to which weuld apply
similar approaches. In fact, we do have a stratdghe mem-
ber would read our election platform and read thddet, the
member would see the investments, the exampleghenthct
that we have identified nearly $35 million in tlyisar's budget
alone for land development to address housing needs

Ms. White: According to CMHC, affordable housing
costs less than 30 percent of before-tax househmidme.
Based on the medium rental rate of a one-bedrocamtrapnt
costing $800 a month, affordable housing is only fimks
making roughly $30,000 a year, or more.

What plan, if any, does this government have totrties
housing needs of people making less than $30,0@@®

The Lot 262 tender plan is to provide 30

If the member had noted what we

Medium rent, of course, fluctuates ac-
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Hon. Mr. Cathers: Again, what | would note for the
member — if the member has listened in previoussdayis
that my colleague, the Minister for Yukon Housingr@ora-
tion has outlined the significant investments ttiet govern-
ment has made in expanding Yukon Housing Corparatio
stock which specifically targets that need — anrease of
some 40 percent in the number of available Yukomudita
units under the Yukon Party.

Again, as we've identified in this case, througé Lot 262
tender, we're fulfilling a specific election commient we
made to develop this lot and to put it out to therket through
a process that sets conditions on that lot. Itireguhat a mini-
mum number of affordable housing units placed ois th
property. We look forward to evaluating the succesghis
approach in determining how we can apply that leptases
with, again as | mentioned, the fact that we haveiaber of
titled lots within the City of Whitehorse where weuld apply
similar approaches — placing specific conditionsotigh a
caveat requiring an end-use, including affordabtaising,
when necessary. So that's exactly what we'’re doltig.all
part of addressing the need for housing, includimg rental
market.

Question re: Affordable housing

Ms. White: The current Yukon government contin-
ues to sit on the remaining $13 million it receiviedm the
federal northern housing trust fund. It appearg ths gov-
ernment would rather leave housing money in theklharpad
its bottom line instead of investing in affordableusing solu-
tions.

At that same time, Yukon Housing's budget for bimitd
housing has been reduced by nearly $6 million. Haw the
minister justify sitting on $13 million federal dais earmarked
for housing and cutting Yukon Housing’s capital betlin the
midst of a housing crisis?

Hon. Mr. Kent:
— again, as my colleague, the Minister of Energynéd and
Resources mentioned earlier in Question Periodytedapri-
vate affordable rental housing had not been coct&duin
Whitehorse or, indeed, the Yukon for many yearsvidus
Yukon Party governments increased that stock bget@ent to

the point now where we have, between new and updrad

housing units, a total of 656 affordable social $ing units
throughout the Yukon to provide independent livimgusing
for low-income Yukoners.

Again, those were the accomplishments of the ptevio
Yukon Party government. What we have planned fornoan-
date is clearly outlined in our platform, and mafiythose pro-
jects are reflected in the budget that is befoietouse today.

Ms. White:
ment’'s moose-capades. Today we hear about a onmiblfic-
private housing development. They have more lotsgomade
available in the all-too-distant future, and a folabh is not a
strategy B, Mr. Speaker.

The minister spoke, but he did not answer the guesin
the context of the current housing crisis, | askimghow can
the minister justify sitting on $13 million federdbllars ear-

In response to the member opposite

Yesterday we heard about this govern-

marked for housing and cutting Yukon Housing Coation’s
capital budget?

Hon. Mr. Kent: The previous Yukon Party govern-
ment made substantial investments in housing fokoviars;
$50 million of federal stimulus was invested to edd the
housing crisis that we see here in the Yukon. Qmlg bas to
look through the budget to find the number of hnggrojects:
Kaushee’s Place, the women’s transition home ank wo
shelters through the Department of Health and $8eevices.

The Minister of Energy, Mines and Resources outline
making land available. Community Services is invest$35
million in this budget in lot development throughothe
Yukon. Of course, there is substantial investmesindp made
by the Yukon Housing Corporation on a number off stad
social housing needs to address the housing néétiskoners.
We are working all along the housing continuumddrass the
needs of Yukoners.

Ms. White: We talked yesterday about the economic
boom and the number of people coming in for woik. &ain,
I am going to ask the question. Your refusal towasthe
question is disappointing and it speaks to thisegoment’'s
lack of a comprehensive housing strategy.

How are we dealing with the housing crisis as @nds
now? How can the minister justify sitting on 13 lioih federal
dollars earmarked for housing and cutting Yukon siog
Corporation’s capital budget?

Hon. Mr. Cathers: What | need to identify for the
member opposite is the fact that my colleague, rtieister
responsible for Yukon Housing Corporation, notedt tthe
Yukon Party government has made significant invests in
expanding our social housing stock by some 40 péraed
also included seniors housing as a component of dma sig-
nificant investments are planned if the member gedue
budget.

| identified our approach to Lot 262. It was a dfie
commitment in the election that we would try andnative
approach to this lot. We will evaluate the succekshat to
determine how we might apply similar approachesottoer
titted property owned by the Yukon government withthe
City of Whitehorse, setting specific conditions uiging af-
fordable housing to be developed as a result of tha

My colleague, the Minister of Community Servicessh
nearly $35 million in this year’s budget for invesnt in fur-
ther land development by the Yukon government, uidiclg
Whistle Bend as a notable example, and projectsugirout
many areas of the territory. All of these are paftshe ap-
proach that we are taking to land availability drudising. For
the member to suggest that there isn’t a strateggilise we put
it in a document titled, “Yukon Party Platform: Maog For-
ward Together,” rather than in a document that wemnge
with “housing strategy” on the front of it simplg hot reflec-
tive of the facts. We do have a strategy. We alleviing our
commitments to make land available for the Yukoreerd to
deal with the social housing side as well.

Question re: Child and Family Services Act
Ms. Stick: | pointed out yesterday that under the two-
year-old Child and Family Services Adhere are no regula-
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tions. We do have a policy, but this can easilychanged.
More importantly, these policies are not readilgessible to
the public. This is a vital piece of legislation.

In the stats for 2011-12, Family and Children’s \8ms
was utilized by 250 families under Family Servicé80 fami-
lies under Child Protection. Other program areatugte chil-
dren in care, foster care, adoptive services, ygustice and
family supports for children with disabilities. Ehis important
work. Without regulations, families and individuas not have
the information readily at hand.

Can the minister tell us when regulations will beught
into effect for this department?

Hon. Mr. Graham: While the act does allow for the
development of regulations, we've found to datd thay are
not entirely necessary in order for the act touky functional.
Based on consultation between Legal and Regul&eryices
and the Department of Health and Social Servicegag de-
termined that policy can be just as effective.

Based on yesterday's questions, | did approachdte
partment with respect to a number of issues here @ the
things that we decided is that the policies willsnbe put on
the website and will be accessible to the publigyaiskly as
possible.

Ms. Stick:
work he has already done on this. That's great.iiigajust
want to be clear, though, that without regulatidhss is what
the public needs to look at. They're not aware ifans avail-
able, such as transition planning and support éatly, leaving
care that's available to them to the age of 24. béathis goes
toward more public awareness, but again, that wbald the
regulations.

Can the minister tell us how he expects the putalibe
aware of services that they could be utilizing tliemselves or
for their family members without clear and accelssitegula-
tions?

Hon. Mr. Graham: When the act was proclaimed in
2010, a public awareness campaign took place attitha. It
included information sessions on the act and onrdugiire-
ment for mandatory reporting with First Nations, Q& and
various community groups. Brochures have since luesel-
oped and are available. We continue to offer tlsessions as
required, and we’ll continue to take the opportymitiring the
day-to-day work of social workers and people witttie de-
partment to inform people about the details ofabie

Our experience to date has also shown that theypati-
gle, rather than putting things in regulation, magked quite
well. However, we're going to take a second lookalicy that
we have developed to date. In situations wherecpdias not
worked, we’re perfectly willing to proceed with rdgtions,
and my department is doing an evaluation of thatgss as we
speak.

Ms. Stick: | thank the minister again for his work on
this and would just like him to be aware that foeirm people
in our communities, they are not aware that allpteare re-
quired by law to report suspected child abuse,itsdhot just
the professionals who come into contact with odiskivho are
required to do that. Again, this would speak to theblic

| thank the minister for his answer and the

awareness, and | hope the minister can confirnugothat this
will become an important piece of looking at thgulations
and public awareness.

Hon. Mr. Graham: As I've said, public awareness is
a big part of what we do on a daily basis. Brochuaee avail-
able. Perhaps in the future we will undertake amotbublic
awareness campaign.

To date, | haven't heard a great deal of publicests for
that kind of information, but we will play it by ealf there
does appear to be a demand for it, we will prodeeatb that as
quickly as possible.

Speaker:
elapsed.

The time for Question Period has now

Notice of opposition private members’ business

Mr. Tredger: Pursuant to Standing Order 14.2(3), |
would like to identify the items standing in nanfetee Official
Opposition to be called on Wednesday, March 28220hey
are Motion No. 65, standing in the name of the Memior
Whitehorse Centre.

Mr. Silver: Pursuant to Standing Order 14.2(3), |
would like to identify the items standing in therma of the
Third Party to be called on Wednesday, March 28220 hey
are Motion No. 80 and Motion No. 84, standing ia ttame of
the Member for Vuntut Gwitchin and the Member foloi
dike.

Government House Leader’s report on length of
sitting

Hon. Mr. Cathers: | rise pursuant to the provisions of
Standing Order 75(4) to inform the House that tloei$¢ Lead-
ers have met for the purpose of achieving agreeroenthe
maximum number of sitting days for the currentirgitt House
Leaders have agreed that the current sitting shioeilld maxi-
mum of 32 sitting days, with the 32nd sitting dayriy Thurs-
day, May 10, 2012.

Speaker: | declare the current sitting shall be a maxi-
mum of 32 sitting days, with the %sitting day being Thurs-
day, May 10, 2012.

We will now proceed with Orders of the Day.

ORDERS OF THE DAY

Hon. Mr. Cathers: I move that the Speaker do now
leave the Chair and that the House resolve into r@Gittee of
the Whole.

Speaker: It has been moved by the Government House
Leader that the Speaker do now leave the Chairtlaaidthe
House resolve into Committee of the Whole.

Motion agreed to

Speaker leaves the Chair

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE

Chair (Ms. McLeod): Committee of the Whole will
now come to order. The matter before the CommitieBill
No. 6,First Appropriation Act, 2012-13We are going to con-
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tinue debate on Vote 7, Economic Development. [Zontlem-
bers wish a recess?

All Hon. Members: Agreed.

Chair: Committee of the Whole will recess for 15
minutes. Thank you.

Recess

Chair: Order. Committee of the Whole will now come
to order.

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

Point of personal privilege

Chair: The Hon. Member for Klondike, on a point of
personal privilege.
Mr. Silver: | rise on a point of personal privilege to

correct the information | gave to the House Leaghmtier to-
day. Pursuant to the Standing Order 14.2(3), thersemotion
standing in the name of the Third Party, to be echlbn
Wednesday, March 28, 2012, will be Motion No. 1§t&nding
in the name of the Member for Klondike.

Bill No. 6: First Appropriation Act, 2012-13 —
continued
Chair: The matter before the Committee is Bill No. 6,
First Appropriation Act, 2012-13Vote 7, Economic Develop-
ment. Hon. Mr. Dixon has the floor with 18 minutesnaining.
Hon. Mr. Dixon: I look forward to getting into the
details of this budget with members opposite, laibte we do
that I'd like to sort of reiterate some of the imjamt points |

The approach identified iRathwaysprovides the founda-
tion to the departmental strategic plan. The fissenabling
strategic and responsible economic projects. Swtée diver-
sification of the economy will require capturing tevnal
wealth, in large part through increasing the nursladrstrate-
gic projects and activities ongoing in the tergtofhis wealth
will come from diverse sources, including miningutism,
research innovation and the film and sound indestri

The second goal is to increase the benefits Yulsptersi-
nesses, First Nations and communities receive foonomic
projects and activities. That includes, of coumsdiealthy and
thriving Yukon small business sector that will itd&n and
capitalize on economic growth opportunities and etihance
the value of external wealth by circulating thosdats within
the Yukon. First Nation governments, communities ansi-
nesses will maximize the benefits from wealth-gatieg stra-
tegic projects and activities to improve the quatit life for all
Yukoners. Collaboration between stakeholders igyapgart of
economic development. The department will contitaugork
with the private sector, First Nation communitiesl all other
levels of government in a coordinated approachetebbpment
of the Yukon economy.

The third goal, of course, is to enhance the coitiyeEtess
of the Yukon business environment. A number of éngb
factors must be in place for the Yukon economyhtive. A
culture of research and innovation will facilitettee entry of
larger projects to the territory and support thealoeconomy.
Marketing and investment promotion must pursue aeanues
and reaffirm existing networks in order to faciléanew in-

have made to date about the Department of Economi¢estment and expand Yukon's exports. Capacity amdkfarce

Development and its budget.

It's a budget that is aimed at creating a strorgglthy,
sustainable economy for Yukon, that is based arotirel
development of a private sector economy in Yukohe T
guiding document for the Department of
Development is, of course, th@athways to Prosperity
document. ThdPathways to Prosperitdocument outlines the
Government of Yukon’s vision of a thriving Yukonammy
in 2025, grounded in the global economic trendmofeasing
population, long-term economic growth and risingghasing
power in emerging economiesPathways to Prosperity
provides a solid foundation for approaching ecomomi

development will ensure organizations and citizans posi-
tioned to take advantage of opportunities. Physitfahstruc-
ture, including transportation, energy and commations
networks will attract and support the growth of tekon pri-

Economicvate sector. Additionally, modern policies and dagjans will

play a crucial role in improving the quality ofdiffor all Yuk-
oners, while placing Yukon in the best possibleitpms to
seize the opportunities from global trends of iasieg wealth,
population and purchasing power.

A number of our discussions to date have discusised
need and role of Economic Development to diversify econ-
omy in Yukon. | would like to reiterate some of timitiatives

deve|0pment in Yukon, encouraging the deve|0pmeht owe have had to date, in an effort to diversify economy.

wealth-generating industries, promoting businegsodpnities
and increasing benefits to Yukon, while encouragihg
development of those enabling factors that alloneeanomy

Government of Yukon is continuing to work on theed
sification of Yukon's economy by identifying and maring
significant economic development opportunitieshie strategic

to succeed. The Department of Economic Developmerifidustries, natural resource, tourism and cultuesearch, in-

implemented this approach beginning with the cosatof
strategic goals.

The Pathwaysvision statement is that “The quality of life
in Yukon is second to none ... arising from intenkebgl de-
mand for Yukon resources and manufactured produetsyral
beauty, high levels of investor confidence, a ekilllabour
force, rewarding career opportunities, strong Hitations par-
ticipating in the domestic and global economy, sadfmmuni-
ties, and a healthy, well-educated populace.”

novation and commercialization sectors. Governréiukon
is committed to providing programs and servicesuyport and
stimulate the development and growth of Yukon’s Isnaand
medium-sized enterprises. The strategic industiée®lopment
fund supports government’s commitment to foster diegel-
opment of Yukon’s strategic industries that have plotential
to generate increases in Yukon’s economic output.
Government of Yukon continues to work collabordive
with industry to assess the state of the forestntas, to iden-
tify future prospects that encourage developmenrd,ta pursue
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opportunities that stimulate economic growth andéefie for
Yukoners. The Department of Economic Developmenmtine
ues to work with industry stakeholders and the Btepent of
Tourism and Culture to identify opportunities, toceurage
growth in Yukon’s tourism industry, and to develogw initia-
tives that include strategy development, busindssning,
growing revenues and enhancing export readiness.

Government of Yukon is committed to supporting Yo'ko
research, innovation and commercialization sectothe-RIC
sector — as an area of prime strategic importaacéukon’s
economy. The goal of Yukon's research, innovatiod eom-
mercialization sector is to enhance Yukon’'s oveealbnomic
self-sufficiency.

tribute to strengthening economic growth, prospeaitd coop-
eration throughout the territory. The departmentticmes to
support Yukon businesses through programming amdefdi
third-party initiatives. The Department of Econonilevelop-
ment supports assistance to small business threaglous
initiatives. The business incentive program promabe hiring
of Yukon residents and manufacturing and use ofoviuoods
and services. The business nominee program prosigigsort
to foreign workers planning to make a businessdtment in
and immigrate to Yukon. Canada-Yukon Business 8ervi
Centre, which is a partnership between Economiceldgy
ment, the Yukon Chamber of Commerce and the fedgral
ernment, provides strategic advice and resourcesnil and

The Film and Sound Commission continues to promotenedium businesses. Dana Naye Ventures microloagrgomo

and support programs that were created followinteresive
consultation with the local and national film armled indus-
tries. These programs provide local artists witparfunities to
develop their craft, along with encouraging protuctcompa-
nies from outside Yukon to film in Yukon, therebgomoting
tourism and job opportunities for Yukoners.

I've discussed a little at length about our effaristhat
sense, and that, | think, is a good summary ofititeatives
we’ve undertaken so far in terms of economic difieegion. |
would like to highlight, however, one item in tHisidget, of
course, which is the continued support for the YuResearch
Centre and the Yukon Cold Climate Innovation Ceni®l’'ve
noted in this House previously, innovation as a lhe being
looked to by jurisdictions and governments acrosgiNAmer-
ica, and, indeed, the world, as being an imporactor in the
diversification and development of economies. Iraimn is
linked quite often to the development of jobs, theation of
wealth and the modernizing of economies acrossvtiri.

In the north, and in Yukon specifically, | think virave a
tremendous opportunity to capitalize on our coldnate and
the uniqueness of our cold climate. It lends itself field of
research dedicated to developing and enhancinghdémdies
that play into the lives of northerners and Yukaenérose are
related to energy efficiency, to alternative enemyyd to tech-
nologies that allow Yukoners and northerners tafiom in our
cold climate — not only function, but thrive.

We've discussed at length, | think, in this Housefar
some of the efforts the Department of Economic Dmpmaent
has made related to the development of small- aadium-
sized enterprises. Government of Yukon is committegro-
viding programs and services to support and stitaulae de-
velopment and growth of Yukon's small- and mediuged
enterprises. The Department of Economic Developnpeot
vides business development support and informagtiahadvi-
sory services to Yukon’'s SMEs through partnersiijtb non-
governmental organizations, industry associatiors through
direct assistance. As a result of several new leggeurce de-
velopments, the Department of Economic Developrigeicen-
tifying options to further maximize benefits of SKIE Yukon,
from these and other economic activities.

The department recently provided $75,000 to support
business retention and expansion program, which \fghite-
horse Chamber of Commerce initiative. The prograithomn-

provides loans for the creation of small and horaseld busi-
nesses. Dana Naye Ventures business developmegtapro
provides loans directly to Yukon businesses. Theererise

trade fund supports business development and mawrgn-

sion of Yukon businesses.

On the regional side, in the north Yukon, whichludes
the communities of Dawson and Old Crow, north Yukoisi-
ness advisory outreach program provides mentomshipguid-
ance in business planning, development, marketiregegjies,
and other related business activities. Yukon bussirdevelop-
ment program, which is a program between the Waitsh
Chamber of Commerce and CanNor, provides advisery s
vices to Yukon businesses that are trying to expatam the
export market. The Yukon entrepreneur support @nogpro-
vided one-time funding support to two initiativése business
retention and expansion program, delivered and @idtered
by the Whitehorse Chamber of Commerce, and anpmetmeur
training program offered by Yukon College.

The Yukon small business investment tax credit g
encourages Yukoners to invest in small Yukon cafions.
The Yukon venture loan guarantee program is intérideen-
courage the provision of business financing frormeercial
lenders by sharing in the risk associated withidh@e. You will
see a number of these programs and funding prograois
vided for in the budget that is before the Houskato They are
aimed at developing an economy that recognizesintipor-
tance of the natural resources sector, but triensure that the
spinoff from that sector does indeed stick to thekdh and
benefit Yukoners and our local economy.

Yukon is playing an interesting role in the globabnomy
these days. As we look across the globe, we saardber of
jurisdictions and areas and regions of the worlt @ren’t as
lucky as we are, in terms of the health of our ecoies. When
we look to places like Europe or, indeed, evenraighbour to
the south, the United States, we're reminded ofjthed job we
have done in developing our economies respondiiflgourse,
the risks to the global economic recovery intemsifthrough
2011, primarily due to concerns about growth prospéor the
U.S. and Europe, as | mentioned. Many prominennheaeuc
forecasting bodies adjusted their global estimdtes2011
downward. Concerns about global growth prospecatscan-
tinuing into 2012, with many forecasters calling fgrowth
rates similar to 2011. The Department of Economéveddop-
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ment, of course, continues to monitor key statisiad track
releases of prominent forecasting agencies toifgeanty areas
of interest for Yukon’s economy going forward.

Now in the Yukon context, concern related to caumtith
weakness in the global economy and concerns retatéigh
and rising debt loads in the U.S. and some Europeantries
have helped push gold prices to historic highsnasstors turn
to gold as a store of value. Recent promising disdes and
the release of positive drilling results has getegtatrong in-
terest in Yukon'’s gold potential. As well, demarmd émerging
countries — in particular, parts of Asia — is cdmiting to
strong interest in the exploration for and develepim of
Yukon’s mineral resources.

Yukon has seen the commencement of productionreé th

mines since 2007, and it finds itself — certairdgtlyear, at its
height, | would say, in the midst of a staking ruslith over
114,000 new claims in 2011, well above the previeaord of
over 83,000 recorded in 2010. While down from tighieper-
cent target of the previous eight years, the Clingsvern-
ment’s official growth forecast of 7.5 percent 012 is still
reflective of a healthy economy. Strong Chinesemtjnan the
near term should contribute to continued interest develop-
ment of Yukon’s mineral resources. China’s inteiasyukon
mineral resources is evidenced by the Decembe2d@ sign-

bution that American tourists provide to Yukon’sitiem in-
dustry.

Now, | would like if | could to delve into some @iur
budget highlights. There were a number of commemdsie
yesterday; some of course made by the Member fonddke,
which were blatantly inaccurate about our budgetould like
to take the opportunity to correct the member omes@f his
assertions. He seemed to think that this year, @judbte — he
is referring to the Business and Industry Developiniganch:
“This year they will have to do that with 20 pertdess
money”. He is somehow implying that the branch okiBess
and Industry Development is dealing with 20 percksgts
money. That is not the case at all. The Businessladustry
Development branch has roughly the same amountrafifig
as it did in the 2011-12 estimates. He indicatest the Re-
gional Economic Development branch would have tomith
12 percent less money — “This year, they will h&velo that
with 12 percent less money”, was his quote. Of seuif we
look at the Regional Economic Development brancHget
before the House currently, we see an increaskerrdgional
economic development budget for this year. I'velaixgd in
the past to members from the NDP caucus the négassi-

Chair: Order please.

Ms. Hanson: Thank you, Madam Chair. Well, that

ing of a framework agreement between the Chinesgedw was fascinating. Yesterday, we left off here ahdd asked the
Yunnan Chihong Zinc and Germanium Co. and Selwyn Reminister opposite a question — a simple questionard in

sources Ltd. The binding agreement provides forhQing to
earn a 50-percent joint venture interest in thevgelproject by
spending $100 million on exploration and developm&el-
wyn Chihong has a clear mandate to advance theqirt) a
bankable feasibility study and secure permits megluifrom
mine development as soon as reasonably possible.

As noted, Canadian interest rates are expectednain
low for the foreseeable future. Lower interest sateuld bene
fit development in Yukon as businesses and compataike
advantage of lower borrowing costs to move forwaith de-
velopment or machinery and equipment purchases.ekLdmv
terest rates also benefit individuals in Yukon]ager interest
rates can lower the cost of borrowing and alsarnterest paid
on currently existing debt, with access to cheapedit and
less money being allocated to debt servicing. Thidd result
in an increase in consumer spending.

As noted, the Canadian dollar performed well verthes
U.S. dollar throughout 2011. Current expectatiores far the
Canadian dollar to remain strong into 2012. A ggr@anadian
dollar reduces the relative cost of purchasing rimaeck and
equipment and other necessary goods for operaidaased in
Canada. This could be beneficial for existing besges and
projects in the territory and help stimulate theelepment of
further economic activity in the territory.

With 65 to 70 percent of the total annual visitatie- bor-
der crossings, of course, originating from the EadiStates — a
weaker U.S. economic recovery could have negatwafica-
tions for Yukon’s tourism industry going forwardspecially in
the near term, so of course we keep our eye kdixel¢f on the
United States economy, especially in light of ttrersg contri-

response, contrary to what the Premier had sa@lindiscus-
sion about how we anticipated conducting debatelepart-
ments and departmental budgets, that none of mstais had
spoken for the 20 minutes. We just witnessed a RHm
speech — not answering the question, but a redadiofcom-
ments, punditry, projections, thoughts — perhapsgeatly
related to economic development generally almogivaere in
the world, but not in response to the question eetplly
raised. Quite frankly, 1 am not prepared to go backthat
question.

| do want to come back, Madam Chair, on a comment

made in general debate yesterday by the Premietcacairect
the record. In conversation or in debate yestertteeyPremier
fell back on a trick and a pattern that he has eygal in the
past: sort of saying what he thinks he heard we, s&i opposed
to what the Official Opposition actually said.

| bring it up because it is an important mattepohciple.
I'm not bringing this up because it has anythingdm with
whether or not | care that much personally whehieelistens to
me, but it's an important principle with respectthe distinc-
tion between the public service and the politicah af gov-
ernment.

So, in his comments, he said, “I need to remind”“
guess, | need to remind, Madam Chair, that in nespe— the
Leader of the Official Opposition, in response e tAuditor
General’s report — her comments were that the Dyt of
Health and Social Services had no idea what itiagld think
that's another example of respect or lack therdoffact,
Madam Chair, if he had been listening to the Leaddhe Of-
ficial Opposition, he would have heard me say tha Audi-
tor General, not once, but many times, has poitdetthat ab-
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ject failure of the Yukon Party as government toabée to ac-
tually plan,” and went on to say more. It's an impat princi-

ple — and | spoke briefly yesterday about this -at there is a
principle in the parliamentary system of governméentthe

Westminster model that the civil service and thdig@mentary
system has no constitutional personality — it meamat

they're not to be referred to — or a responsibititgtinct from

the government of the day.

It is the minister — not the public officials oretlgovern-
ment officials — who has the final say, becausenately in a
Parliament or a Legislative Assembly it is the rsiars and the
government that are held accountable by the pe&uethey
are held accountable to the public and to the lajie As-
sembly.

The minister is responsible for everything dondhie de-
partment, and everything done in the department beayhe
object of parliamentary or, in this case, legisiatscrutiny. So
one can hardly overstate the importance of therhecof min-
isterial responsibility, and | would beg the Premand the
ministers opposite to remember that, because shigégral to
how we do our government. When we talk about gavenmnt,
we are talking about the government of the day, theg are
accountable as ministers and we are accountatitea3fficial
Opposition for holding they to that account.

In their spare time, | would suggest that one ef tthings
the ministers opposite and the Premier, in padicuhay want
to do is look at some of the excellent works thavenbeen
done in recent years and, most recently, a greak by an
academic and long-time critic of the public servexed the
whole relationship between elected governmentstiaagublic
service, by Donald Savoie, which iBreaking the Bargain
What we have seen increasingly over time is anmgiteby
many governments — and most particularly sinceféueral
government of Mr. Harper — to move that way, inmsrof
breaking that bargain between the public servidajsters and
Parliament.

| hold strongly to this, Madam Chair. As a longrtepub-
lic servant, | know how important it is to have thality to do
my job, as | did, and as do many dedicated pulgigants in
the Government of Yukon — to do your job to the ostmof
your professional capacity and to be able to spteath to
power because that is the ultimate test of trudipservice —
to be able to say to that minister, “You know whatnister?
That's a helluva good idea from a political poirfitveew; it is
lousy public policy,” and to know that you will nbe held in
lower esteem or that you will not be threatenegeopardizing
your position in government.

So Madam Chair, | just want to make that point Clea
the Leader of the Official Opposition, that the ukNDP
recognizes the fundamental importance of ministexgaount-
ability and ministerial responsibility, and we’lbetinue to hold
the ministers opposite to that high bar.

Hon. Mr. Dixon: Now I'm not sure that | heard a
guestion in that shrill cacophony, but | will do rbgst to re-
spond. | believe that we're here to debate the bufty Eco-
nomic Development and, of course, the 2012-13 hudflye
Economic Development. | didn’t rise in the Houseayp to

receive a lecture on parliamentary procedure froenMember
for Whitehorse Centre. If | wanted to do that, lubgo back
and do my PhD instead of come to this House.

Let me take the opportunity, since members oppdsite
ceded the floor to me, to discuss a little moreuahoe budget
for the Department of Economic Development. Now| a&s
just saying before, | took the opportunity to cetréhe record
of the Member for Klondike who was citing inaccetgtthat
the budget for the Regional Economic Developmeanthn of
the Department of Economic Development had beeroctite
tune of 12 percent, he seemed to think. It is pngzfor me
because that branch has received an increase dis fafnwhat
looks to be roughly $133,000. If they turned to &dg4 in the
budget, they would see that very clearly.

Anyway, | am sure the members opposite are jumping
the gun to ask some legitimate questions aboutadget, as
opposed to discussing the Westminster system dsotevand
some sort of reference to academics from Ottawaeill Icede
the floor, and | look forward to questions on thelpet.

Ms. Stick: When speaking about the true benefit of
the resource sector boom to the private sectorazngnl’d just
like to remind the minister that yes, | would agreany busi-
nesses have enjoyed economic benefits. It's a dgbiod —
I'm not saying it isn’t. 1 would, however, like teemind the
minister that groceries are being trucked up tighway from
other jurisdictions, bypassing our businesses aating di-
rectly to mining camps. Workers are being flownedity to
and from other jurisdictions, directly to miningnecgs — not
even pausing in Whitehorse for an overnight inaldotel or
a meal at one of our great locally owned restagrant

Not all businesses are included in this boom andatio
Yukoners have fair access to jobs. We see thahénrising
unemployment rate and the increase by 500 of ureyagl
Yukoners. We do not have the lowest unemploymetg. ra
We’'re not tied with Alberta. In fact, Saskatchevaard Alberta
are at five percent, or 1.3 percent lower thanthkon.

What about a diverse economy? The minister speéks o
tourism and numbers remaining the same from 201201dl.
To me, I'd call that a flatline. What happened? \/éeseen a
huge expansion at the airport, but internatiorights will be
down this year. What is this minister doing to hedp Depart-
ment of Tourism and Culture in encouraging econodiver-
sity?

Hon. Mr. Dixon: Of course, the Department of Eco-
nomic Development continues to work with the Depamt of
Tourism and Culture to promote a strong touristnecoy —
tourism-based economy. Of course, one of the tmtddately
has been our local air provider, Air North. Of ceeirlast week
in the House, we debated a motion and unanimouslpated
a motion to support Air North. | was upset to hedrcourse,
that the Leader of the Official Opposition chose twofly Air
North on her recent travels. That was unfortunaspecially
given the fact that we had just recently unanimppsissed a
motion to support Air North. It’s a bit unfortunate

The department continues to work with the Departnoén
Tourism and Culture to promote a tourist economyiaht to
actually take a moment, before | jump to that, istdss some
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of the data force — Yukon labour force numbers. Wealked
a little bit about it. Yukon’s unemployment remasrsong the
lowest in the country. The labour force as of Fabyu2012
totalled 20,700, which was an increase of 1,20t ffebruary
2011. So that’s more people working in the Yukomptoy-

ment totalled 19,400, an increase of 700 from Faiyr@011.

Once again, that is more people working in theittesr.
The unemployment rate in February 2012 was 6.3ep¢r@an
increase of 2.2 percentage points from 2011. Stasada
Yukon labour force survey data for 2011 has rebotie aver-
age Yukon unemployment rate at 5.4 percent, whsctlown
from 6.9 percent in 2010. Yukon’s unemployment iat2011
was among the lowest in the country and was wdtvibehe
national average.

In terms of the benefit of the resource sectorup econ-
omy, the member opposite made some comments abatt
We have discussed at length here the contribubierrésource
section makes to direct jobs, indirect jobs andllaxpendi-
tures in our territory. One of the interesting geimade as well
is that when trying to assess the value of thatshg, we turn
to government revenue and say, where is the beridfiave to
once again reiterate that while there is benefiYtdon gov-
ernment revenues in terms of taxes and royaltiestrtie bene-
fit of having a strong resource sector is havirgirang private
sector economy. That is indeed what the goal ofDkpart-
ment of Economic Development is: to develop a girprivate
sector economy. We have seen the private sectaridtoover
the last couple of years, and we anticipate thailitcontinue
to flourish.

Now the Conference Board of Canada — their cerdre
the north — has recently issued a report, whiclkent go the
members opposite, both of my Economic Developmatits,
| believe. It outlines quite nicely some interegtiforecasts
around what the Yukon can expect in coming yearsoig
that data, | would like to note some of the feadurethat re-
port. It anticipates GDP to increase substantiallgr the next
couple of years. The forecasts of this report ¢dhal way to
2025 and make a number of assumptions about thelafev
ment of a number of projects in Yukon. Nonetheldssill
note some of the indicators that they look at. GizP at mar-
ket prices — they estimate by 2025 our GDP at nigokee
will be $6.32 billion.

The population estimates increased substantiafywall
as employment. We discussed the development obauta
force in the Yukon recently — yesterday, | belie@¥.course
that's a challenge for us in Economic Developmendevelop-
ing an adequate labour force to meet the needsirf@wing
economy. It's a challenge faced by jurisdictionsl ayovern-
ments across Canada, especially in western Camadgars
past, a number of workers from eastern Canada woothde
west. We're beginning to see a lessening of theatdras many
folks from provinces like Newfoundland travel batk their
home provinces as they have local development gomtheir
provinces. Nova Scotia just received, of courségrge ship-
building contract and a number of Nova Scotians roaw re-
turn home. So that increases the pressures onmwéstmadian
economies and indeed, Yukon is among those.

t

f

In terms of employment numbers, the Conference @o#r
Canada predicts that by 2012, there will be ab8200 work-
ers plus in the territory. Anyway, | don’t needgo through the
Conference Board of Canada’s numbers, Madam CAairl
said, | sent that report on to the members oppokibelieve
those are all the questions, | think. I'll try tatch all of them
again and have a response.

Ms. Stick: | don't think any questions were answered
there, but that’s fine. I’'m going to move on.

| was looking at the community development fundiagd
| would just like to point out that this innovatiygogram was
actually established by an NDP government. | wanthiink
the minister across the way for looking into thetteraof a lo-
cal contractor proclaiming on their business websit have
received community development funding. It was [girduto
the attention of our party by a member of the publho was
quite concerned about this funding being awarded tausi-
ness. It's important that the public have certaititgt these
funds are going to groups and communities thatcarleing for
funding. That is where this program is targeteddayy on
checking that website again, I'll just point outttee minister,
they are still talking about having been awardechrainity
development funding. | think it has got to be dewslh. That
should not be out there, unless this departmern iigct, giv-
ing money to businesses.

| was interested to read, also on the Economic Deve
ment website, about the Regional Economic Developme
branch and was curious about this. This branch isdrk with
First Nations, local governments and community-Hasgani-
zations to help create economically self-reliangioas and
communities. I'd be interested to hear from theistér — and
here are the questions: What are the regions? Hamy retaff
are assigned to work with these regions? Do artherh actu-
ally live there?

What I'm trying to get at here, Madam Chair, istthe-
gional economic development is about jobs and conityiu
diversity. Shouldn’t this department have staffriyand work-
ing in these areas?

I would also like to know if regional economic ptahave
been developed. If so, how many have been completed
where can we look at those? Thank you.

Hon. Mr. Dixon: I'll start with the CDF question or
comment that the member had. Of course, this is tbae
we’ve dealt with outside of this Chamber. | agrbattCDF
funds shouldn’t be going to private businesses.yTheleed,
are intended to go to other groups like NGOs andicipal
governments — those sorts of groups, not privatgnesses.
In the instance the member refers to, of coursefuhds did go
to a society — an NGO — and the NGO contractedieaigr
company to do the work for them. The business diddirectly
receive the funds, of course. We've had staff adnifae busi-
ness in question, and have asked them to maketlsair¢hey
accurately portray the nature of the CDF on thetbsite, so
we are working to address the issue raised by #raler.

The Regional Economic Development branch works with
number of groups throughout the Yukon, includingsFNa-
tions. They work with First Nation governments, \@sll as
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First Nation development corporations. They dofdat, sup-

port a range of activities, from business plannirgas the
member asked — to project evaluation. They buildegoance
structures through capacity development; they agvstrategic
direction through strategic planning and econoneieetbpment
planning; and they develop policies that will sugigeconomic
development. They identify and select worthwhilejects with

the First Nations and develop feasibility studiesl &usiness
plans and establish business ventures.

Economic Development supports aboriginal businebges
funding loan and microloan programs which are medalgy
Yukon'’s aboriginal capital corporation, Dana Nayentures.
Economic Development contributes to regional ecdnode-
velopment planning as outlined in chapter 22 of Wmebrella

Final Agreementin terms of specific business plans, there are

a number that have been conducted with First Natiotith
the Na Cho Nyak Dun Development Corporation, thpade
ment is working on creating a strategic plan wkh torpora-
tion, providing assistance to the Na Cho Nyak Dwvéop-
ment Corporation for the Canadian Aboriginal MingrAsso-
ciation conference. We have also assisted membeadténd
the Mineral Exploration Roundup in Vancouver. libe¢ those
plans are the property of the First Nation so | moh sure if
they are currently available publicly.

The Selkirk Development Corporation — the departimen

has assisted them with the development of the ginafipower
conference. The Carcross-Tagish Development Caipara—

the department supported a scoping study for Csstreco-

nomic village concept. The department also assigii¢l the

mountain bike tourism forum focus group and asdisiih the

Yukon First Nations tourism investment strategyc®again, |
believe that is the property of the First Natiorthat case, so |
am not sure if it is available publicly.

The Chief Isaac Inc. — the department assistetiende-
velopment of a strategic plan preparation in theeClsaac Inc.
operational review. With the Liard First Nation [Réapment
Corporation, the department assisted in the omperatireview
and the establishment of guidelines. The departrabyat as-
sisted with the Kaska energy corporation gatherivith the
Carmacks Development Corporation, the departmesistas
with a mine reclamation workshop. The departmegnb as-
sisted CDC — the Carmacks Development Corporationo—
attend the Council for the Advancement of Nativev&ep-
ment Officers Conference.

With the Mundessa Development Corporation, the depa

ment assisted with the MDC property opportunitylgsia. In

response to the regions, there aren't fixed regjmersse, but
they generally tend to be grouped into communites are in
the same general region. | believe there are fiaf emxembers
in the Regional Economic Development branch andh esaff

member is responsible for a different geographgiore But

once again, it's not a line drawn in the sand sohexe; it's

general regions.

Of course the Klondike is lumped in with the novthikon
and we do a number of initiatives there — which Bore the
Member for Klondike will ask about — so | will satkose
comments for that question.

Those are the regions, so | think that answeretl bu
member’s questions.

Ms. Stick: | would note in our budget that Economic
Development is one of the few departments that atohave
any statistics accompanying the budget and | watéf |
could get from the minister, please, the numbefudftime
equivalents in this department and, as well, thalmer of aux-
iliary or term positions.

Hon. Mr. Dixon: We certainly could provide those. |
don’t have them with me today. | could provide thgough.

Chair’s statement
Chair: Order. I'd just ask the members to be recog-
nized by the Chair.

Ms. Stick: We were told that this was the place to ask
these questions. That was very clear from the Rxethe other
day. This was the place to ask about FTEs andreajgie that
we will get that information as quickly as possibidong the
same lines — this will be my last question, Madahei€ —
can the minister please also tell us the numbstadf working
on communications and the amount of money in thatgbt
area. Thank you.

Hon. Mr. Dixon: There are two FTEs in the commu-
nications branch of the Department of Economic Deament
and they are a communications manager and a coroationis
analyst. The line item for that budget is $224,6@0the com-
munications budget for the Department of Economiéwddop-
ment.

Mr. Silver: | would like to thank the minister for
pointing out some of my numbers from yesterday kst
want to reiterate, I'm just reading the Blues henad | did say
that business and industry development is taskéu pvbmot-
ing Yukon for business investment enhancement mestium-
and small-sized businesses. This year they wilehavdo that
with 20 percent less money. | would be awfully emassed if
| didn’t get my numbers straight, so | would lilee thank him
for pointing out that it was on page 74. And | amstjgoing to
do a little bit of math here in my head: $1,084,®he esti-
mate for 2012 on that line item and the estimate2fill was
$1,437,000.

So, on a quick calculation here, he's right — adyua
that's 25 percent less, not 20, so I'd like to th&im for cor-
recting that for me.

Once again, I'm going to leave all of my line itetosfur-
ther on in the day. Also, | want to point out foetrecord that
this is comparing the estimate from 2011-12, arad tloesn't
take into consideration the two supplementary btgltieat are
added upon that. As I'm learning — because | am atthis
game — mains-to-mains is not necessarily the rigay to
compare statistics. There’s a famous quote — Theeelies,
there are other kinds of lies, and then there tatéesscs. | don't
know if | can use that here.

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

Point of order

Chair: Mr. Cathers, on a point of order.
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Hon. Mr. Cathers: | think for a member to suggest
that budget documents brought forward by the gowemnt,
done by officials and tabled in this House — torelaterize
them as lies, | think would be contrary to Standdrgler 19(h),
and | would ask you to have the member withdraw téaark.

Chair: Mr. Silver, on the point of order.

Mr. Silver: | don't think | was actually prepared to
say that the actual budget was lies. | was meredkimg a
comment.

Chair:
drawn.

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

Chair: Mr. Elias, on the point of order.

Mr. Elias: | believe the Member for Klondike was
simply using a quote to characterize the situatibthe com-
ments he was making, not characterizing the budgetiment
as being a lie. So | don't think that there’s amynp of order.
Thank you.

Chair’s ruling
Chair:
language like “lies”. Thank you.

Mr. Silver: Thank you, Madam Chair. Like | say, |
am new at this game.

| do rise today to lend my support to the officialsd the
personnel in the Department of Economic Developraadtthe
good work that they do. They are charged with eoimgnour
shared quality of life through a sustainable andhpetitive
territorial economy. In their work, they bring taer partners
across governments, emerging and core industties stnall
business sector, and community stakeholders. Econbe-
velopment personnel play a key role in advancingnemic
diversification in our territory, and we owe themdabt of
gratitude for their hard work.

Yukoners know that we must be diligent to buildteisg
economy, based on many industries, and that caaisttself
and our quality of life, even in the face of oppgseconomic
forces.

We do not yet possess a strong economy today. Gover

ment operations remain both the single largestritrtor to
our GDP and the territory’s largest employer. Gawnegnt is a
huge industry in the Yukon, and it is sustainalleOttawa’s
hands. That is because 85 percent of this yearleiYigov-
ernment revenue actually comes from the federabgowuent.
The Yukon government can claim some credit for tiagog a
portion of these transfers. An economy built onegoment is
not a diversified economy, however. Negotiationsafshare of
someone else’s revenues leave Yukoners’ econoncefun
the hands of a mathematical algorithm designedtiava.

Construction contributes significantly to our econoas
well, but in a government town or a governmentit@ny, as
we are, the construction industry relies heavilygorernment-
funded infrastructure projects. Again, our governtdended
infrastructure projects are funded primarily bya®a. We will
not soon see again the high levels of federal dti;mfunding
that have artificially boosted our constructionustty in recent
years.

| would caution the members to stay away from

After government, mining has been and remains § ver
important part of our economy, as well as our ¢eltdhe min-
ing industry brings new wealth into our territodistinct from
our dependent fiscal relationship with the Governtrad Can-
ada.

We are enjoying a revitalized mining sector todayhw
new jobs and new business opportunities for supgphad an-
cillary industries. Exciting things are happenihgoughout the
territory and particularly in my constituency ofetliKlondike.

So we can consider that comment to be withHowever, as Yukoners have experienced, we canmptere

tirely on a resource industry that is highly cyalicPast boom-
and-bust cycles have been hard on the Yukon's ewgno
communities and families. Instead, we must comptenoeir
mineral industries with other economic sectors sutbject to
the same overriding economic influences.

That's where the Department of Economic Development
comes in and its personnel take the lead in govemtraco-
nomic diversification initiatives. Accordingly, ife value eco-
nomic diversification, we must provide the deparineith
both the resources and direction its personnel teetb their

jobs well. This budget raises concerns about thg eeanomic

development is prioritized when it comes to gettomyvern-
ment dollars. The inadequacies and missed econoportu-
nities in the territory raise concerns about theeation and
political vision provided to the department.

Madam Chair, | would like to see an economy drilagra
healthy private sector and one that expands ap#uoe that
maximizes opportunities for Yukon businesses andkers.
We are looking at the budget to see monies allddateYukon
First Nations, ensuring that they are key partierhis thriv-
ing economy. In order for Yukon businesses to thelir prod-
ucts and services to the world, Yukon will needireest in
economic infrastructure, including transportatiemergy and
telecommunications, as we are told by the Econddeieelop-
ment ministry. We need to ensure that Yukoners hhese
skills to participate in the global economic maskéir the 21
century. Does this budget enable strategic ancnresiple eco-
nomic projects? Does it increase the benefits Yekomneceive
for economic projects and activities? Does it elkearompeti-
tiveness of the Yukon business environment?

If we expect the Department of Economic Developntent
lead the way to a prosperous and stable territedahomy, we
must resource it appropriately. Without money atadf sall we
have is a departmental mission statement. Quitekliya we
have already seen plenty of hopeful project annemnants
from this government without the money or the plamback
them up. That is why we are deeply concerned alheututs to
this department. When | say “cuts”, | actually méacreases
that are less than average. It's pure mathematicthe-stan-
dard deviation graph of the increases to the buldgetEnergy,
Mines and Resources on one side — which is thetetgn-
average side — and all the other departments, dirgjuEco-
nomic Development, on the less-than-average side.

The 2012-13 budget provides less money to the tepar
ment than last year. This is doubly concerning bsedhe total
budget amount wasn’t even enough then, and theriregat
was forced to get supplementary funding to makierdgugh the
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year. The government is cutting over $2 millionnfravhat it
cost to run the department last year. Inflation anwlemental
wage loss — Economic Development has significadlys
money to work with. Fewer resources mean a dimingshbil-
ity to work toward the stable and prosperous econdnaustry
development is cut; industry attraction and marigetis cut;
business development is cut; the Film and Soundriesion
is cut; capital for the Dana Naye Ventures busirdssgelop-
ment program is cut; First Nations and regionalnecoic de-
velopment is cut. Is the minister also scaling bankthe de-
partment's mandate to match its reduced resout©esRe de-
partmental personnel expected to deliver more lggh?

In concluding, when we consider this budget, wetrnask
ourselves several questions: Does this budget ersitdtegic
and responsible economic projects? Does it incrédssdene-
fits Yukoners receive for economic projects andviis and
does it enhance the competitive of the Yukon’s hess envi-
ronment? Ultimately, the question is this: Does thalget
benefit Yukoners today and in the future by enaplnpros-
perous, diversified economy developed through pastrips?

I am encouraged by several projects this budgetaoms)
and | am heartened by the skill and thoughtfulmesscised by
the department officials and personnel as they lgmuatheir
important work. In turn, | urge the minister totdéis to Yukon-
ers about how they want their economy to look amige his
department with the resources needed to accompiieke
ends.

Hon. Mr. Dixon: | thank you very much. I'm almost
at a loss as to where to begin with the remarkabteunt of
simply ridiculous statements made by the membeosipg I'll
start with the first one here — | quote, “We doméve a strong
economy”. Our economy is the envy of Canada. Wgatan
incredibly strong economy right now. | would po#iiat our
economy is stronger and more diversified than & baen in
the past 50 or 60 years.

The second quote, | have to say, “So when we satg’,c
we mean ‘increases’™. I'm perplexed by this onen Ihot sure
what the member means here exactly. “When we sdag’;ave
mean ‘increases’™. I'm at a loss here.

So I'll go through some of the budget and I'll keeyy
commentary to the budget and | will restrain fromygiing
with laughter.

| do agree that the capital side of the budgetdsiced this
year. As I've explained several times in this Hqoubkat is as a
result of the decrease, mainly due to the compatidf the
Western Canadian Music Awards, hosted in Whitehiord¢o-
vember of 2011. That, of course, was $335,000. EBb of
that was recovered from CanNor, and there wasghtstie-
crease to the Dana Naye Ventures business devetdpna
gram of $18,000. So there is, as you'll see, a wmgall de-
crease to the capital side. However, on the O&M sitlere is
an increase. The net effect of that is that theadement's
budget is basically the same as it was last yelae. Regional
Economic Development branch, of course, as | saah not
cut, although the member seems to think that. & wécourse,
increased.

Now, in terms of some of the comments around the re
source sector — unsurprising, really, from a pahigt advo-
cated on-line staking during the election in aeratit to, | as-
sume, reduce the level of economic activity in thember's
riding.

Obviously, they don't seem to like the benefit fd-entry
staking in the region of Dawson.

I guess | will now open it up to questions, if timember
has any. | did hear a few questions and I'll tryréspond to
them. Does this budget allow strategic projectgddorward?
Well, the Department of Economic Development degdest
to make Yukon an attractive place for the priva¢etar to
bring projects forward, but of course, ultimatdlysithe private
sector that brings projects forward, not governmditiat's
something we’ve been trying to get the members sippdo
understand: that the strength of our private seetmnomy
doesn’t come from government; it comes from thegig sec-
tor.

The Conference Board of Canada outlook suggestsrtha
2011 the private sector’s contribution to the ecopon terms
of Yukon'’s real GDP was roughly two-thirds. Thgtist a sta-
tistic for the members, | guess. In terms of allogvprojects to
go forward, as | said, the private sector drivegquts forward.
Actually, |1 have to say, | generally agree with tinember’s
statements about the general direction. We aregryo de-
velop a private sector economy.

| think that’s what the diatribe we heard was aina¢d|
believe that we've done a good job so far at depielp a pri-
vate sector economy and we’ll continue to do thahg for-
ward. With that, I'll turn it over to the memberpposite for
guestions about the budget specifically.

Ms. White: Thank you, Madam Chair. Just a short
question: Is the Department of Economic Developmient
volved in the Mineral Exploration Roundup, andaf Bow?

Hon. Mr. Dixon: Yes, of course, officials do attend.
myself attended as well. This last Roundup hostfxtian spe-
cifically around the transportation sector and ¢éed ports —
industry’s ability to access ports to export theiaterials. Of
course, the primary role regarding Roundup, | thiskheaded
up by the Department of Energy, Mines and Resouldes/-
ever, Economic Development does send staff anchdicipate
in discussions.

Ms. White: Is the department involved at all in Yukon
night or does it just do the forums?

Hon. Mr. Dixon: No, | don't believe the Department
of Economic Development is directly involved in Yarknight,
although 1 did attend myself.

Ms. Stick: Just one further question before general
debate is cleared on Economic Development. | wdikkl a
commitment from the minister that he will be abbeprovide
the House with the number of FTEs working for tlepattment
and bring back that information tomorrow. Agairarh asking
for the total number of FTEs and the number of l@anés and
casuals.

Hon. Mr. Dixon: Of course, | will commit to getting
back to the member opposite with the respectiva datthe
best of our ability.
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Mr. Elias: | would like to ask the minister if his de-
partment is in any way involved in collecting sdéitis with
regard to maximizing the benefits within each indiaal indus-
try and, if so, how and what statistics are cakedlaand col-
lected?

Hon. Mr. Dixon: Generally we rely on external
sources for statistics, like Statistics Canadaher €Conference
Board of Canada.

Of course, we monitor them closely and do, in faatrk
with those external bodies to ensure that we hheettost up
to date and accurate information possible.

Mr. Elias:
stand on his feet and identify where there are gaatsneed to
be filled, such as housing and a whole bunch oértbsues
related to the economic boom in our territory? Hére is a
problem with us maximizing the benefits and we crfigure
out which industry, at what level, whether it isninig, tourism,
or trapping for that matter — if he cannot identthye gaps
within his own department or within the Yukon tesrial gov-
ernment as a whole, how can he identify if we aeximizing
the benefit for every dollar earned and every dafent within
the borders in the Economic Development portfolite?is go-
ing to have to be able to get on his feet and ansiwese spe-
cific questions over the years to come, becausg dhe going
to become more and more prevalent.

When we see our food bank used three times moreitha
usually is used — | just spoke to a gentleman toftayn
Kelowna. He wants to move to the territory, becabseis
working in one of our mines. He wants to move tamily
here, spend money here, buy a house here, buyhlarg but
he cannot do so. He cannot afford it.

The availability of the rental and housing markeesh't
allow him to do that. So those are the kinds ofigtias we
need to develop in our territory if we're going waderstand
how we're maximizing the benefit from each indivadumine
that opens up. There’s the potential of five toropg within
the next decade. So | think if the minister is atijugoing to
be able to show Yukoners, on an industry basis, éagh and
every Yukoner — whether it's retail sales, whetitsrrubber-
tire traffic, whether it's housing, whether it'sydares, whether
it's small business or anyone, for that matter —bémefiting
from the boom in the Yukon, he has to be able tasthose
kinds of statistics. Those are the things that Yigke are con-
cerned about, because if we don’t have statistitis regard to
how we’re maximizing the benefit from these varidndus-
tries, then we don’t know if we really are or nédte can't rely
on Canada to collect these stats for us. So I'd tik hear a
commitment from the minister as to whether he’sngoto
work with his territorial government colleagues dmd other
ministers to collect this type of data, like theyid other juris-
dictions in our country, and like our neighboursAilaska do,
to ensure that we are maximizing the benefit of taupayers’
dollars that we represent on this side of the Hasseell.

Hon. Mr. Dixon: The Department of Economic De-
velopment does its best to engage with industry iaddstry
associations across sectors to determine the stravfgthe
various sectors of the economy. Of course we caossibly

account for every dollar in our $2 billion GDP, v can get a
good sense from industry of how strong their respedéndus-
tries are. We do our best to engage both bilateraith spe-
cific businesses, as well as industry associatanarge. We
engage with the Yukon Chamber of Commerce and \vbiis=
Chamber of Commerce, as well as several regiomahunity
chambers of commerce throughout the Yukon.

In terms of the data, we do work with the Confeeenc
Board of Canada, Statistics Canada, and a numbshef bod-
ies to assess and analyze the data that's avaiedoledo our
best to ensure that we have a comprehensive uaddisgy of

If that is the case, then how can the ministewhat’s going on in the territory.

There are other departments that do this sort akvas
well. | know that the Department of Energy, Minesd aRe-
sources, for instance, has a much closer relatiprgith both
the agricultural community and forestry communitye mining
community and the land development aspects. Thailrapnt
of Community Services does a lot of work in thapeag as
well. We do our best to ensure that we've got amteudata and
the Yukon Bureau of Statistics of the Executive @oluOffice
does a lot of work as well.

So the department does its very best to ensurevinaiave
accurate, up-to-date data, and we do our bestromemicate
to Yukoners about the strength of their economy.

Mr. Elias: | think what I'm trying to advocate for here
is that our territorial public government has aerol ensuring,
through statistics of its own gathering — whethepé a con-
certed effort with the business community and itiguand
First Nations and municipalities — that we're maidimg the
benefit of this boom, because should gold go bamkndto
$202, as it was in the year 2000, | believe, thengillar of “so
goes mining, so goes the Yukon” is going to becenreality
here that we’re going to have to deal with. Soisiaes help. |
tried to find statistics the other day with regdadviolence
against women in our territory. Do you think | cadind those
statistics? They're not readily available. So itist just the
Economic Development minister that needs to do somie
here. There are other ministries as well.

| see the Minister of Executive Council Office isténing
intently, so maybe he can give direction to thdistias de-
partment to ensure that we begin now, as a redmbtysiof
public government, to ensure that these types lokbe statis-
tics are being gathered quickly.

Hon. Mr. Dixon: The Department of Economic De-
velopment doesn’t collect any stats on the incident vio-
lence against women. Regarding the other statistiesenced,
of course, we do work with the Yukon Bureau of iStats to
make sure that we have the most up-to-date daikalblea The
Department of Economic Development, however — tble r
we have taken on is primarily analytical. |1 dortiinkk we'd
want to get into the case where we are trying thegygprimary
statistics ourselves. I'm not sure that would bgoad use of
the department’s time, especially when other instihs like
the Yukon Bureau of Statistics and Statistics Cem @oing
those things as well.

So we do analyze and dissect information as mucheas
can and try to communicate that to Yukoners so teye a
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good understanding of the strength of their econditiytake
the member's comments as advice, though, and wle afil
course, work to improve those analyses.

Mr. Elias: | know | brought up the incidence of family
violence in the territory. | have been bringingsthip over a
number of years now, and | believe | haven’t agkedminister
this. It has a direct link to the availability df@dable housing.
This is just one aspect of the argument here. Ganttinister
tell me what his department is doing to help cunba con-
certed government effort, the family violence sfits that
have gone on for far too long in this territory?stf, does he
have any statistics with regard to women and tr@e in the

terms of the role of First Nations, First Natiomzounities and
First Nation governments, we indeed work with Fixgtion
governments and development corporations to ernbatéhose
development opportunities and economic opportuidirtend
to the regions of Yukon and the remote commundsvell as
non-remote communities.

| have listed off a number of those already in Huause. |
do not need to reiterate them, but we are workingnsure that
the benefits of our growing economy do extend tghmut the
Yukon and to rural communities as well as more raritubs
like Whitehorse.

Mr. Elias: I will give the minister another example. |

Department of Economic Development? How is he nmmvin have advocated for this on the floor of this Hobsfore as

toward ensuring that those family violence statsstire going
down and not up, or not becoming stagnant, because/one
knows that the territories — | believe Yukon is @ed next to
Nunavut in terms of family violence. | am advocgtithat

every single government department, as well ag Negion

governments, as well as municipal governments addsiry
and NGOs have a role in curbing these statistiashhve gone
on for far too long. If the minister could elab@an what his
thoughts are on participating in ensuring that tarritory’s

statistics with regard to family violence are godavn and not
up and if he has any lightbulb-ish ideas, wouldplease feel
free to put them on the floor of the House today.

Hon. Mr. Dixon: We believe that healthy communi-
ties and healthy families are very important totmrey and
sustainable economy. However, instances of famibfexce
tend to be housed in the Department of Justicepeshaps
when Justice comes up for debate in the Housethermem-
ber opposite could continue that very importantvessation
with the Minister of Justice. | would reiterate tigh that, as |
said, it is important for a healthy economy to héealthy
communities and healthy families. Those are indesy im-
portant for Yukon’s continued economic growth.

Mr. Elias: I'll give the minister an example. In rural
Yukon, we have a single parent with two childrenowtould
like to start a bed and breakfast as a businesgleSmothers
may want to raise their families, plus run a bussnand let’s
say have a bed and breakfast in their own homessélare the
kind of programs that could curb these statistaspecially in
rural Yukon. I'm sure all the rural MLAs have dealith this
sometime in their short careers.

Those are the kinds of initiatives that could halpb these
family violence statistics. If there is somethinghin the min-
ister's program that could actually be geared taowthis type
of program, then please let the House know.

Hon. Mr. Dixon: Obviously, in rural Yukon, our de
partmental goals tend to be around developing twamy
and developing an economy that does positively ehffzose
rural areas. In the various communities of Yukamyrism and
the resource sector tend to be the areas of facubé depart-
ment. Of course, we understand that part of thd toanealthy
communities and healthy families does include emmlent
and does include working and providing. That's @iaty an
important role for healthy families. Healthy faredi and
healthy communities do lead to a strong economwels In

well, and | am sure other rural members can atteshis. It

regards our oldest industry within the territorydahat is trap-
ping. There is an idea out there that is undezetilj and that
includes our number-one resources, which includdamd, our
water and our wildlife. As far as | am concernedpping is

under the auspices of Economic Development, asagefinvi-

ronment, and Education. | have advocated for tefere on a
broader scope — teenagers may end up in the justgtem, or
who end up dropping out of school for whatever oeasr just
decide that they don't fit within the system. I'advocated for
economic development initiatives like getting youwilt on the
land and trapping, using our traplines out thesingiour First
Nations, getting eyes and ears out on the lantingehe youth
out there.

A successful businessperson asked me a couplean$ ye
ago, “You know, who would you rather hire? Someaorte
can get up — a teenager who is 13 years old —catl6ck in
the morning in the pitch black, go out on the firag| or go out
and get a load of wood for his grandmother or giather,
come back and go to work and get things done duhieglay.”
That exists out in rural Yukon and it is someththgt | think
can be used through this minister's departmentifchampi-
oned the issue properly with maybe Justice, Edoicaand —
what other minister did | mention — Highways andbiu
Works — throw him in as well. So, | think peopleegbe value
of this type of diversification of the economy. i building
solid, good citizens, because the youth out thdre live out
on the land, who trap and use those resourcest dorand rob
little old ladies. | believe | saw a bumper stickiee other day
saying that. There is value there, and if we jugtgpme time
and energy toward that — this is what | am talkaiput —
about a grassroots diversification of the econorayngi our
oldest industry. As those youth grow up and becamelts,
they use those skills and abilities, and it is @ation with —
again, with private sector, with the Canadian it with
First Nations, NGOs, et cetera. But it takes lesidierfrom a
public government to start this off, because it &disagile shelf
life if we don’t have someone taking those typedeafdership
roles.

These are the kinds of things that are of valueaedin-
derutilized, so if the minister can give me someuthts on
that specific issue, I'd appreciate it.

Hon. Mr. Dixon: The funding for the Yukon Trappers
Association, the allocation process of traplined Hre general
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relationship with the trappers as a whole does datiier the
Department of Environment, so | will take those coents
under advisement and pass them on to the Minidtéingi-
ronment.

The importance of the trapping industry culturabyFirst
Nations is of course very important, as the mendposite
has described. It is something that through theaBegent of
Environment we do work with the First Nations, Rl@sd
other co-management bodies to ensure that traggppgrtuni-
ties are there for Yukoners. It's not something deethrough
the Department of Economic Development. The prinrafg-
tionship with trapping and with the allocation o&plines and
with the Trappers Association itself is through tepartment
of Environment, so | would suggest we perhaps hbge dis-
cussion under that department’s debate.

Mr. Elias: | just can’'t wait to get into debate of the
Department of Environment, because | have foldpmndold-
ers to deal with the Environment minister when ve¢ o the
Department of Environment.

But again, here’s another pillar of diversificatioh the
economy that the Minister of Economic Developmeadks
about time and time again, and that's tourism aildenness
tourism around the territory. Can the minister aiplon the
floor of the House today how his department is imgip—
through the tourism industry — wilderness tourismonsump-
tive and non-consumptive use tourism and wildlieming? Is
there a plan for the Department of Economic Devsieqt to
strengthen that pillar within our territory, becaus seems to
me that in every single Yukon community, every yéais
seems to be lacking. | think it's a huge indushrgttcould be
worked on. | realize there are non-governmentahiiations
and other associations that have a role to plalig but again,
it takes leadership to diversify of the economy.

| think that a case in point is the Dempster Highwés
absolutely phenomenal scenery up there at spéiifes of the
year, especially when the wildlife is travellingdhigh. Just in
talking to people who live and work up there, imthg gov-
ernment employees, this is something that is dralbti under-
utilized. | think that having people out there, s a niche
market, could help out the industry. So that’s prs¢ aspect of
it. There are people out there who actually wantdme and
see railroads and a whole bunch of other niche etsrkSo
that's something | think the Minister of Economi@\&lop-
ment — I’'m sure that he’ll be travelling overseagothe pe-
riod from now until the fall sitting, and | hope lvan report
back. Even people from Europe and Poland and Gernaam-
ing my time over there, expressed a lot of interestome of
the exotic species that we have in our territongl some of the
protected species. | think that people come oves Just to see
a boreal chickadee, for instance. That’s a nicheketaPeople
like to see that. | think that the Minister of Ecomic Devel-
opment could flesh out some of those things inratural en-
vironment. I've been on the Snake, the Wind, thenrkx
Plume, the Ogilvie and the Hart rivers.

| don’t know who else has been on them, but | hasen
physically on each and every one of them. | seevaéthee of our
charismatic megafauna and our clean rivers andslake our

living lands. | think the minister has some worldtm so | hope
he can get on the floor of the House today andagxpihat his
department is doing to ensure that the pillarsoofism and
industry are strengthened to maximize those benkétause |
don't see them. If I'm wrong, maybe he can tell hwv and
where.

Hon. Mr. Dixon: | understand the member opposite is
quite familiar with the exotic industry in Polarchave heard a
number of stories anecdotally about that — or soexotic
species.

In terms of the Department of Economic Developneent’
relationship with the tourism industry, it is prirtg at the en-
trepreneurial level. The primary industry relatibipsis through
the Department of Tourism and Culture, so the Dtepamt of
Tourism and Culture obviously maintains those retethips
between both the industry associations and theebigigture
industry. However, the Department of Economic Depglent
does work with entrepreneurs in all sectors, iniclgdhe tour-
ism and culture industry. We work with entrepresewho
have new ideas or want to move their business faead
grow their business.

They have access to our programs. The Department of

Economic Development provides funding assistancéusi-
nesses and organizations in the tourism and culitudastries
and sectors through programs delivered throughFtime and
Sound Commission, the Regional Economic Development
branch and the Business and Industry Developmamichr

One of the roles that has a distinct tourism vatud, |
think, is promoting Yukon’s wilderness beauty. We that
through the Film and Sound Commission to marketoru&s a
place to record or film a number of programs in +least
movies, TV shows, commercials, and projects of tiasure.
The film incentive program, of course, consistsfigé film
funding programs. The programs were created in 2f05w-
ing extensive consultation with the local and naiofilm and
sound industries. These programs provide funding/u&on
producers for projects that have demonstrated caniatgo-
tential. The programs also provide financial besefd produc-
tion companies from outside Yukon to film in Yukand hire
Yukoners.

One of the film programs under the Film and Sound
Commission is the film location incentive, whichcenrages
production companies to film in Yukon and hire drain Yuk-
oners. There are three components to this incemtiggram:
spend-based rebate, travel rebate and trainingraorey |
would also add that the Film and Sound Commissias &
wonderful compilation of beautiful scenes and b#aluscen-
ery available in the Yukon and that the film indystould be
interested in accessing for their commercials.

We also have the film training initiative. The pase of
the program is to assist Yukon residents to unlerea film
production or post-production technical trainingie or pro-
gram at a recognized post-secondary institutiore program
also assists non-profit societies to create andrafhort-term
educational pursuits, such as workshops to Yulomfiakers.

The filmmakers fund provides up to $8,000 per ayapit,
which is available to Yukon film and video professls to
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assist them in developing viable careers in busee®sr mak-
ing films and videos for broadcast or commercitdase.

The film development fund, which is up to $35,006r p
project, is available to Yukon residents or Yukamporations
to assist with the cost and development of filmjgots in
Yukon.

The film production fund, which is up to $500,00€r pro-
ject, is available for Yukon film productions, wieea Yukon
corporation has had significant financial and dueatontrol of
the project. The applicant is required to have meillace sup-
port in the form of a broadcast licence or a filmstiibution
agreement. In this 2012-13 budget before us totthege pro-
grams total $660,000.

The Department of Economic Development continues to
work with industry stakeholders and the Departnantour-
ism and Culture to identify opportunities and ermrege growth
in Yukon’s tourism and cultural industry sectorsoBomic
Development also works with its stakeholders thiotige pro-
vision and support of various funding programs taitribute
to tourism and cultural sector projects and iriitie. The de-
partment is working with the Council of Yukon Fiidations in
partnership with CanNor to support the developmanthe
Yukon First Nation cultural sector strategy. Intparship with
the Department of Tourism and Culture, Economic élay-
ment is assisting the Yukon Art Society to devedogsual arts
and crafts sector, situation analysis and sectategty. The

As | said, the Yukon Film and Sound Commission doeslepartment is working with the Main Street Yukorcigty to

work with the Department of Tourism and Culture vasdl as

support the developmental plan to grow the downtayfn

Environment and the Department of Highways and iBubl Whitehorse economy, contributing to a project thiit deliver

Works, as required, in order to facilitate filmiimgYukon and
sustainable and viable growth in the film sector.

| would also note that from April 1, 2011 to Felmud,
2012, the Yukon Film and Sound Commission appro@d
projects for funding under the film incentive pragrs, provid-
ing approximately $284,630.70 to support the filkara. The
Government of Yukon continues to work cooperativeliyh
Yukon’s film industry in order to provide Yukonevgith em-
ployment and training opportunities. An exampletto$ is the
Gold Rushreality television show. | understand there isngoi
to be yet another season in the Dawson region &bNufilm-
ing a reality television show centred around soathar comi-
cal placer miners. There are mixed responses t® ftbim
placer miners and from Yukoners, but, in generahihk it
certainly has done one thing — it has raises ttafilerof
Yukon as a jurisdiction to visit. | believe it's wery well
watched television show in the United States, dntbarse the
United States is a key target tourism market for us

A number of other films throughout the years haeerb
attracted to the Yukon. One of them was an indepen@ana-
dian feature film,The Mountie which had the working title of
Red Coat Justicelt was filmed in Yukon in the summer of
2009. Yukon and Ontario film producers worked tbgetto
produce the film and hired approximately 79 Yukeanigr cast
and crew rolesRed Coat Justiceubmitted an application for
funding, which included a budget of approximate@®,000 to
be spent in Yukon, and they were eligible for supfrom the
Yukon film production fund.

A number of projects have occurred in the Yukoth,oél
which stem from the good work done by the YukonmFdnd

Sound Commission, which promotes Yukon’s wilderness

beauty as an ideal location for the film industfhat being
said, also the Regional
through the community development fund, providexdfng to
community-based culturally significant projectstthantribute
to the well-being of communities throughout Yukeays well,

the Business and Industry Development branch isntitted to
working with stakeholders on initiatives supportihg tourism
and cultural industries that include strategy depeient, busi-
ness planning, growing revenues and enhancing expadi-
ness.

an economic impact analysis specific to the touraamd cul-
tural industry sector. The department recently sugg the
successful hosting of the BreakOut West festival @Western
Canadian Music Awards, which promoted and markehed
talents of Yukon artists and encouraged artists thed fol-

lowers to visit Yukon. Of course, hosting evenke IBreakOut
West and the Western Canadian Music Awards arellerte
feathers in our cap in terms of promoting Yukonaa®urism
hub and developing the Yukon tourism and culturdlistries.

| think that gives a good overview of the many ways
which the Department of Economic Development workih
the Department of Tourism and Culture and otheadegents
to promote the development of the tourism and calltsectors
of our economy.

Mr. Elias: I'll move on to another industry. Over the
last, | believe, five years, the Yukon Mine TraigiAssociation
has been federally funded to be the hub and coatidim for
not only employment, but education and advocacyHermin-
ing industry. | was just wondering if the ministead any aspi-
rations to look toward the oil and gas industryhivitour terri-
tory and create or help create the same type ivinicgaassocia-
tion for the oil and gas industry. This could bether industry
or pillar that could be strengthened within ouritery if we do
it right, we follow all the rules, best practicesdaensure that
public consultations are held to the highest stahdBhis is a
resource that needs a lot more definition, but wednto do it
correctly, and trained Yukoners on the ground ccwth do
this correctly. Is the minister aware of maybe aeotdepart-
ment that is working toward this? Again, he talkeat diversi-
fication of our economy.

The strength in the oil and gas sector is divargifon of
our economy; we just have to do it properly anchveiare. Can

Economic Development branchthe minister elaborate on the things that he's wngrkoward or

is aware of in other departments with regard toabenomic
diversification and development of the oil and gadustry in
our territory?

Hon. Mr. Dixon: The member mentioned the Yukon
Mine Training Association. We are committed to erdiag
Yukon’'s economy by supporting innovation in its cece
sectors. Currently, the department is providing psup to
Yukon College to undertake a feasibility study oneatre for
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innovation in northern mining. The centre wouldntify gaps
in the labour force, support the training of Yukmné& under-
take skilled jobs in industry, and undertake agph&ning and
exploration research to support innovation efficiea in
northern mining.

Yukon College is the lead on that, but the Depantnud

American companies, so | think that is an indicated some
success.

Currently the federal government is negotiatingreef
trade agreement with Europe, so we do look to Eeifopaddi-
tional investment as well. Within Asia, we do foaus Asia in
a general sense, but primarily our actions haven ieward

Economic Development does provide funding and stppoChina, as a result of China’s monumental economoevth of

through the strategic industries fund. | would asg that one
of the players, at least in the development ofdheand gas
industry in Yukon, is Northern Cross and of coutise De-
partment of Economic Development, through its & in

attracting investment from Chinese investors, hikhplayed a
role in the development of a partnership betweemthéon

Cross and a Chinese investor, CNOOC, a Chinesenahtff-

shore oil and gas company.

In terms of training programs specifically, | wouddfer to
the Department of Education and in terms of theistiy de-
velopment in a broader sense, | would defer thlsatyell, to the
Department of Energy, Mines and Resources.

Mr. Elias: | didn’t really hear anything of value in that
response from the minister, so I'll change gean®.hele did
mention investments from China. | do know that ¢hare de-
veloping countries — well, obviously — developingtions
around the world, such as India and Brazil, thatld¢decome
partners in our territory as well, not just the @se. So I'm
wondering if any other nations are on the ministextope of
investment opportunities, especially in terms od&lrand In-
dia — if the minister can elaborate on that as well

Hon. Mr. Dixon: The member mentioned that he
didn’t hear anything of value in my last answerjahhs unfor-
tunate.

I think that the possibility of a centre of innoweat and
mining in Yukon would be a tremendously importahing.
Too bad the member opposite does not agree. | thimlgood
work done by the college in developing its capatityrovide
training to Yukoners is an important thing as welhd | am
sorry that the member opposite does not agreethdiheither.

Point of order

Chair: Mr. Elias, on a point of order.

Mr. Elias: 1 would like to refer to Standing Order 19(g)
and that the member is imputing false or unavowetives to
another member. | said that there was nothing afevin the
context of not answering my question.

Chair’s ruling
Chair:
tween members.

Hon. Mr. Dixon: After unfortunately dismissing the
development of a centre of innovation and mininghie north,
the member did ask a question about our target etarlOf
course, as | have said previously in days pastave targeted
Canada, in particular the eastern regions and rioemcial
capitals of Canada for investment. We do look te thited
States as well. | know that a number of the ressusector
companies in the Yukon have received investmentnfro

late. Although Korea is certainly an interestingrkea and is
one that we've seen some investment from as weit's-one

that would be on the radar, | would say that. Japaaiso an
increasingly attractive jurisdiction for investmesb that's one
that we’ll be looking to as well.

In terms of the other BRIC countries, such as Brazd
India — not Russia, | don’t think, but Brazil amtia for sure
— we've had ongoing examinations of our role anckthibr or
not we should be furthering efforts to attract istmeent in In-
dia and Brazil. The federal government is pursnglatively
robust trade agenda and it is one that we’ve besghing in-
tently. The Prime Minister did indicate that Indieuld be a
possibility to develop a free-trade relationshipthwand we
think there is potential for Indian investment inRo6n, particu-
larly in our mineral resource sector.

So, yes, we are examining other jurisdictions likdia and
Brazil. We often engage with these countries anthpanies
from those countries at investor conferences likBA@€ or
Roundup. We did have the chance to chat with séweun-
tries’ representatives at PDAC, including, of ceyrsome of
the ones | mentioned already.

Mr. Elias: I would like to switch gears here. | under-
stand the Pacific NorthWest Economic Region is uritie
auspices of the minister, as well. | didn't actyakalize that
they've created an Arctic component within PNWERdidi
briefly mention this to the minister the other dalyout the
agenda items and priorities of the Arctic componeithin
PNWER. For obvious reasons, we try to establisbaadinated
effort right from the Arctic Council to all the plid govern-
ments — the federal government as well as the Negton
governments — to ensure that the position, whickery simi-
lar across all the organizations | mentioned, Fag protection
of the Porcupine caribou calving grounds within thictic
National Wildlife Refuge in Alaska is on those Accagendas.

Can the minister confirm, or not confirm, that {r®tec-
tion of the calving grounds of the Porcupine cauibiwerd
within the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge in Alaskis on that
agenda? If not, can he seek to put that on thedagehthe Pa-

There is no point of order. This is a dispute be-Cific NorthWest Economic Region? _
Of course, the member is correct

Hon. Mr. Dixon:
that the Department of Economic Development, andetfiyas
minister, is the lead in terms of dealing with fPa&cific North-
West Economic Region. He is indeed correct thahiwithe
PNWER organization we have established an Arctiaces.
Representatives from Alaska, Northwest Territories)d
Yukon meet, as the Pacific NorthWest Economic Regio
ganization’s Arctic caucus, to identify issues thet important
to PNWER'’s northern jurisdictions and to share Ipzattices,
ideas and issues that are significant to northeon@mic de-
velopment. The Arctic caucus is a subcommitteenefRacific
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NorthWest Economic Region, obviously, as | said.sMce-
cently the subcommittee met in Washington, D.Cdisruss
follow-up issues coming out of previously held fiorst

Some of the topics discussed previously are asvistl
Arctic infrastructure for development, which incksd cable
wires, towers; financing for infrastructure devetmmt; min-
ing; oil spill response; search and rescue; theiéd€ouncil;
update on Alaska’s northern waters task force, wigca de-
velopment in Alaska at the state level where tlagesgovern-
ment is undertaking a planning or strategy exersisglar to
that undertaken by the three northern territoriéemwwe de-
veloped the northern strategy or the northern misio

In terms of the issue of ANWR, the primary focusthuif
body is economic development, and the decisionsenvadhe
Arctic caucus are done on a consensus basis ssaoit’primar-
ily up to me what issues we bring up, but the tagiaNWR is
something that | could float with my colleaguesnfréAlaska
and the Northwest Territories and determine if éfeean inter-
est in pursuing that.

At the Yukon government level, we provide fundinghe
Vuntut Gwitchin First Nation for them to advocabeAmerican
government and other governments on behalf of theaple.
But of course, that's something that’'s done throtigé De-
partment of Environment. | would also add thatd fbrget to
mention earlier — the member opposite did mentlmnim-
portance of the Dempster Highway and its beautythadcen-
ery there. | would note that in the budget hightsgH do see
$900,000 for surfacing, spot repairs and erosiartrobfor the
Dempster Highway. So $900,000 is a significant streent in
that important piece of infrastructure. I'm sure thlinister of
Highways and Public Works would be happy to explaiore
about that in his department discussions.

Mr. Elias: I'll wind down my comments here, but it's
good to hear that the Minister of Economic Develeptnis
participating in the Arctic caucus. | would let hiknow that
sometimes, especially when countries come togethdiscuss
items within the Arctic context, they become vemywerful
very quickly. That's why | brought this issue ughdve a cou-
ple of “asks” for the minister. Should there be eeting in the
Yukon, hopefully | can get invited, maybe as anesber. The
other thing is that he does put the protectionh& talving
grounds of the Porcupine Caribou herd on the agenda

| understand that sometimes these caucuses waakcon-
sensus basis, and it would be very difficult to get Alaskan
counterparts onside on some of these issues, 'buvdrth a
try, because it does speak volumes when you haemeerted
Arctic effort to protect that wonderful resourcketPorcupine
Caribou herd. | might add, that herd does havetanbal eco-
nomic development tangibles and has had for decedése
past and will for decades to come. | appreciatentiv@ster’s
time today. He's becoming well-versed in his foumlonth in
office, so | look forward to future debates, esphgiin the
Department of Environment. Thank you, Madam Chair.

Hon. Mr. Dixon: I would just highlight that, of
course, the Arctic caucus is meeting in Whitehamselay — |
believe it's the 1% and 18', and | will be contacting both the
Official Opposition and the Third Party to provitleem with

information about that meeting. | am sure that vl lve able
to find a role, whether it be, as members oppasiggest, as an
observer or some way in which they can engage.

Mr. Silver: | mentioned earlier that a government
branch last week had a professional developmeninseron a
decentralized approach to governance. | commersditiftia-
tive and, on that view, | would like to ask the matar if he can
speak to his association or his department’s agsogi with
the KDO — the Klondike Development Organization. the
minister knows, this organization was developeddaperation
with agencies such as the Klondike Visitors Assomia the
Dawson City Chamber of Commerce, and KIAC — therKlo
dike Institute of Art and Culture — to name a few.

What plans does the Department of Economic Develop-
ment have to work on a decentralized approach sutth an
esteemed organization?

Hon. Mr. Dixon: Of course, the Department of Eco-
nomic Development does support the Klondike Develept
Organization and does work with a number of staldgre in
the Dawson region. The Department of Economic Dmpvel
ment provided funding in 2009-10 to the City of DB,
which assisted with the partnering of Dawson-basg@niza-
tions in the establishment of a new community dewelent
corporation, the Klondike Development Organization.

In 2010-11, the department continued its supporpiny
viding funding to the Klondike Development Orgariaa that
assisted in undertaking a pilot implementation artipns of its
strategic plan. In 2011-12, Economic Developmerntvioted
funding under two contribution agreements from tégional
economic development fund. The projects are focusede-
velopment of economic planning tools and developagjonal
economic capacity to strengthen the local econonuyabtain
secondary economic benefit from large resourceeptsj The
department will continue to provide economic depetent
support to the region to encourage economic gramthoppor-
tunities that benefit all Yukoners.

The Klondike Development Organization is a not-for-
profit organization with participation from the €iof Dawson,
Dawson City Chamber of Commerce, the Klondike disit
Association, as the member opposite mentioned taadaw-
son City Arts Society. Chief Isaac Incorporated imacated it
will join as a founding member.

The City of Dawson was funded in 2011-12 to essdbli
Klondike Development Organization in partnershiphwor-
ganizations based in the City of Dawson. Delivezabhcluded
a comprehensive document outlining Klondike Develept
Organization’s priorities, strategic objectivegggport outlining
the methodology and critical events for establighidevelop-
ing and sustaining the corporation over the nesdetyears, a
report on board training undertaken, investmentodpipities
assessment, scoping study, evaluating two idedtifievest-
ment opportunities and development of a fundingopsal for
submission to targeted funding agencies.

KDO was funded in 2010-11 to undertake selectedamp
mentation from the organization’s strategic priest The de-
liverables from this project included a businessvay and a
household survey, market research and analysisemcurrent
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housing market in Dawson City and the surroundegjan and
how it would impact economic development, alonghwite
full housing strategy for KDO, a report outlininiget results of
a pilot partnership forum aimed at strengtheningimainica-
tions and partnership among community-building skeitder
organizations and a communication strategy.

One of the current projects funded in 2011-12, rothe
previous budget, to develop economic planning tauttudes
the following deliverables: updated community plefisite
availability database for both residential and carsial indus-
trial properties in Dawson; Dawson business inventaveb
and printed information on business licences, pistniaxes
and services for Dawson-based business; and at gtailing
outcomes on new and potential collaboration resgilfrom at
least four partnerships to be coordinated by tigamization.

An additional project funded in 2011-12 focusesdenel-
oping regional economic capacity to strengthenldbal econ-
omy and obtain secondary economic benefit from elarer
source projects and includes the following delibéga: report
detailing activities under the pilot enterprise anglestment
facilitation service; development of a communitysiakance
and mentoring network program; report on commurgty
gagement activities; and a project review reportassessing
the project and its effectiveness.

forum or the meeting you talked about? Can youuglihe cost
of hosting that?

Hon. Mr. Dixon: I think the event registrations are
available publicly and I'm sure they could followp with the
Mining Association of British Columbia to find thewent costs.
In terms of the budgetary items the member oppaoséstions,
as a minister, | don’'t micromanage that level & department.
The expenses of what meals certain members otalfffeesit, or
whatever, aren’t something | particularly look infidhe budget
as a whole does provide for travel to conferencekthe min-
ing Roundup is an example of one of those confa®nc

Ms. White:
that all ministers would have the answers to albwif pointed
questions; that would be one so | look forwardhi® answer.

You talked about hosting a conference or the fordaithe
one that was run by Economic Development. | woikd to
know the cost of that. So that one particular evbat was
hosted by the department — can you please tellhmedst of
that?

Hon. Mr. Dixon: I'm afraid | don’t know the cost of
renting the conference room at the hotel. That ddeé the
only cost, | believe, aside from, perhaps, thealeot a speaker
unit. 1 don’t have that here today, and, quite fitgnl don’t
think that's a paramount activity of the departmdrtis was a

The Department of Economic Development works withfacilitation between industry — it involved indugtcompo-

other departments, including Tourism and Cultunesupport-
ing the KDO. In regard to the most recent develapsief the
KDO, | am not privy to any information, other tharat the
member opposite has just provided, so | wouldrét tmfort-
able commenting on it, although | would say | Idokward to
working with the KDO in the future and look forwatm what-
ever information or reports they have that they Mdike for-
ward to me or to the department to further ourtia@ship.

Ms. White:
nomic Development officials attended the CordilleRoundup
in Vancouver. Can the minister please tell us tial tamount
spent by the department for all costs associatedirfares,
hotels, restaurants — as well as the number oflpegipo were
sent?

Hon. Mr. Dixon:
of Economic Development had five people, including, at-
tend the conference. Of course, all five of us ntadechoice to
fly Air North, | would point out.

| believe that, aside from me — the deputy minjstare
staff who was focused on First Nation engagememdt, ta/o
staff who facilitated the conference | mentionediearegard-
ing the transportation industry and its relatiopskith the
mineral resources industry, as well as the poiities. | be-
lieve the ports of Skagway, Stewart and Haines \a#ireepre-
sented there. As for the more specific questionat t don’t
have here today, but of course the staff attendinthis would
be part of their normal job descriptions, so theine spent
there would be as part of their salary, myselfudeld. | think
that is all | have for the member opposite righivno

Ms. White:
with the information on the costs, other than sefarairfares,
hotels and restaurants. Could you tell me alsoctis of the

nents travelling at their own expense to this nmegetDf course,
the per diems for the staff are the same as fostaff in all
departments. Those would indicate their costs feals and
hotels and other things like that.

Ms. Moorcroft: I would like to say that the minister is
responsible for providing information to the menhepposite
regarding expenditures in his department. The Depant of
Economic Development — the minister and some ofofffis

Earlier, the minister said that he and Eco-cials — attended the Cordilleran Roundup in Vaneouu

think it is an entirely appropriate question to wnbow much
the Department of Economic Development spent ireofdr
the departmental officials to attend that confeeerill the
minister commit to providing a legislative returnithw the
amount of public funds that were spent for therattance at the

I can confirm that the Department Cordilleran Roundup?

Hon. Mr. Dixon: Unfortunately, | don't know what
my staff had for breakfast. | don't know what thiegd for
lunch. | don’'t know what they had for dinner. | €oow that
the per diems available to staff certainly could-bd think —
available, perhaps, through another departmeist.nidt some-
thing I'd be providing today through the DepartmeftEco-
nomic Development. The costs of attending confexeriike
this are part of the normal business of the departnand
something we do as a matter of normal business.

Ms. Moorcroft:
for Takhini-Kopper King nor | are asking what théniater or
officials ate for breakfast. We're asking for treal costs —
the value, the amount of money — that was spenhbyDe-
partment of Economic Development in order to attehe

| hope that the minister will provide me Roundup in Vancouver. Was that a commitment to ipgean

answer by legislative return? If it is, I'm done.

| was assured by the Premier yesterday

Let me be clear. Neither the Member
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Hon. Mr. Dixon: Of course the expenses for last
year’'s Roundup would be in last year's budget. Qirse we
are here to discuss this year’s budget todaynktHithe mem-
bers opposite have questions about our budget, uldvbe
happy to answer them.

Mr. Tredger: We were talking about statistics a little
earlier and | was a little bit surprised. One dd things that |
would think the Department of Economic Developmentld
do — and | assume they do it, but it may not belirgavail-
able — is a cost-benefit analysis of each indudtwyould ex-
pect that they would analyze each industry and easkness to
be able to determine how and how much to suppohiatWam
wondering is this: Does the Department of Econobével-
opment look, business-by-business that they areggtm sup-
port and promote, at things like the direct impadtjch could
include employment, payroll, revenue-generated isesvand
goods sold by the business or at the business?riash local,
territorial, Canadian and international employmisrthere?

And what are the indirect impacts, such as whatuaezs
and employees of the business fending off therdal and
regional economies — an example would be hotelestau-
rants — as a result of their being employed? Tivel thing is
the induced impacts, including the value of gooad services
purchased by money generated by the direct andeitdim-
pacts throughout the regional economy. These aocglgand
services that may or may not be associated withbthsiness
and would otherwise be available. While lookingrettse bene-
fits to the economy, which every business wouldvige, |
would also look for the costs — again, either dim@cindirect
— in providing infrastructure for it, which is whis necessary
to build in terms of the skills and a cost of ovgins.

If | may use an example from a number of years ago
and this is just sort of to indicate what I’'m gedtiat — a num-
ber of jurisdictions were looking at having callntes. The
benefits of having call centres would be having Eypent in
the area. One of the costs would be putting in Bjged access
to it and that, so | would think the DepartmentEgfonomic
Development, in conjunction with the local econordievel-
opment agencies, would be looking at those costfitesmaly-
ses for each of the industries.

Mr. Minister, has something like that been doneaanin-
dustry-by-industry basis and can it be shared usth

Chair: Order. Would the members like a recess?

All Hon. Members: Agreed.

Chair: Committee of the Whole is recessed for 15
minutes. Thank you.

Recess

Chair: Committee of the Whole will come to order.
We'll continue with questions for Economic Develogmh

Hon. Mr. Dixon: I'l do my best to recall what the
qguestion was. With the recess | believe | may hanssed
some. | believe | recall the member opposite wiggsabout
Economic Development’s ability to work with everingle
individual business to calculate and analyze timdiastructure

requirements and growth perspectives. | would kay It think
that’s probably stepping out of the —
Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

Point of order

Chair: Mr. Tredger on a point of order.

Mr. Tredger: He must have misunderstood. It wasn’t
individual businesses, but it was each sector.

Hon. Mr. Cathers: There does not appear to me to be
a point of order, Madam Chair. The member, in fdad, ask
about every business, so | think this is a dispeateveen mem-
bers.

Chair’s ruling

Chair: There is no point of order.

Hon. Mr. Dixon: I will take that reminder of the ques-
tion though. In terms of specific sectors, the depant works
with a number of industry associations to look ecific sec-
tors to determine where opportunities may existerifrepre-
neurs or specific businesses have identified ardsere they
think an opportunity exists, we will often find ththey are
eligible for funding to develop business plans osestoral
study to develop the efficacy of such projects.

We work with the chambers of commerce to do this as
well. Chambers of commerce often, through their tnership,
are sufficiently able to identify areas where oppoities do
exist opportunities within various sectors.

| would say that, as well, the department itselfeslo
through its normal business and analysis of thexaty and
analysis of the data available, identifies oppdties where
they exist in the economy. When we do that, we doally
provide those to the private sector and, of couadlew the
private sector to respond accordingly.

| hope, at least from my recollection of the membpo-
site’s question, that provides some answers.

Chair: Are there any further questions for Economic
Development? Seeing none, we’ll proceed with ligdite on
Vote 7, Department of Economic Development, page 7-

On Corporate Services

On Operation and Maintenance Expenditures

On Deputy Minister's Office

Deputy Minister’s Office in the amount of $459,G@peed
to

On Corporate Administration

Corporate Administration in the amount of $991,000
agreed to

Corporate Services Operation and Maintenance Expendi-
turesin the amount of $1,450,000 agreed to

On Capital Expenditures

On Information Technology Equipment and Systems Ex-
penditure

Information Technology Equipment and Systems Expend
tures in the amount of $43,000 agreed to

Corporate Services Capital Expenditures in the amount
of $43,000 agreed to

Corporate Services Total Expenditures in the amount of
$1,493,000 agreed to
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On Corporate Planning and Economic Policy

On Operation and Maintenance Expenditures

On Directorate

Directorate in the amount of $231,000 agreed to

On Communications

Communications in the amount of $224,000 agreed to
On Policy and Planning

Policy and Planning in the amount of $811,000 agree
On Business and Economic Research

bour, apprentice, youth and Yukon-manufactured ttoason

materials and products, for goods and serviceshpsed by the
Yukon government, rebates for items produced inoruknd
sold directly to Yukon government are available Yakon

manufacturers.

I know that we previously had some questions altoait
youth and apprentice use of the business inceptivgrams, so
I'll provide some numbers for the members oppositan
years past, as | mentioned yesterday. In 2009hEdetwere 28

Business and Economic Research in the amount gfouth — this is the number of youth involved. Theaant for

$734,000 agreed to

Corporate Planning and Economic Policy Operation and
Maintenance Expenditures in the amount of $2,000,000
agreed to

On Business and I ndustry Devel opment

On Operation and Maintenance Expenditures

On Directorate

Directorate in the amount of $582,000 agreed to

On Industry Development

Industry Development in the amount of $2,763,00@ed)
to

On Investment Attraction and Marketing

Investment Attraction and Marketing in the amoufit o

$626,000 agreed to

On Business Development

Ms. Hanson: At the risk of getting another repetition,
I will ask simply if | could get an answer to a tpart ques-
tion. One is that this has been a static amouni, tbe empha-
sis is on increasing the skilled labour force iis territory, how
does this correlate; and the second is who keepstttistics
with respect to this program?

Hon. Mr. Dixon: On the Business Development —

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

Ms. Hanson: Sorry, Madam Chair, | apologize. I'm
not at the right place. | thought we were at Bussniecentive.

Chair: Thank you.

Business Development in the amount of $1,096,06£edg
to

On Film and Sound Commission

Film and Sound Commission in the amount of $1,316,0
agreed to

Business and Industry Development Operation and
Maintenance Expenditures in the amount of $6,383,000
agreed to

On Capital Expenditures

On Business Incentive Program

Ms. Hanson: Now I'm on the right line, Madam
Chair. | appreciate the patience there, and mytouresvould
still be — so this program is static over the yeargust under-
standing an explanation of that — and what statisire avail-
able with respect to what has been incentivized @and/hat
degree?

Hon. Mr. Dixon:
provides rebates to contractors working on eligdgeernment
contracts as an incentive to hire Yukon residemid #® use
Yukon-manufactured products. For eligible governmeon-
struction contracts, rebates are available to eeturs for la-

that — as a rebate that was provided — was $3%98%For
that same year, the number of apprentices was & amount
approved there for apprentices was $89,147.18.2B&0-11,
there were 43 youth, for a total amount of $37,961For ap-
prentices — 34, at a cost of $15,398.63. As | baifdre, this is
a demand-driven program, so the budget allotmewniersved
generally on what we anticipate will be availabte §overn-
ment contracts in a given year. It's demand-drivamit could
be lower or higher in a year, based on the uptakénhé pro-
gram. But it is demand-driven, so the allocatiorend neces-
sarily what will ultimately be expended. | hopetthaswers the
question.

Ms. Hanson: | do appreciate the minister answering
the question that | actually asked at the end sfeyeay, which
took 20 minutes of long speech to get to that, beea did ask
the question with respect to apprentices becaudetaefer-
enced the $43,000 in manufacturing rebate, whishhisre my
question left off yesterday, and | didn't get ars\aar. So how
I've got $43,000, approximately $80,000 and $37,000
looking for examples of the sectors that get bussiriacentive
programs — the benefit to Yukon’s small and mediemter-
prises. As he has articulated, the objective of #ai | under-
stand the demand-driven programs. | have workettiah area
as well. So | am simply asking for clarification tbbbse sectors
that have benefited — so identify the two or thisaget popu-
lations. It is good to hear that a number of ydwkie benefited
from this and great to hear about apprentices aedstall
amount — it sounded like the $43,000 for manufaeture-
bates. What about the other $900,000 and some?

Hon. Mr. Dixon: So the program applies to govern-
ment construction projects. So any business thaligéble and
succeeds in being awarded a government constrygtajact is
eligible for this program. Government constructiprojects
range from industries including highways, capitahstruction
of buildings, and any number of goods and servizeshased
by Yukon government. In order to be eligible foe throgram,
the rebates are available for contractors for lapapprentices,
youth and Yukon manufactured construction materiasl
products. The companies submit an applicationHerpgrogram
as soon as their construction is completed, smiiftes we
have projects completed — or projects ongoing thidit be
eligible for the program, but aren’t provided fungliyet be-

The business incentive program cause the project isn't eligible until it's comm@dt So that ex-

plains a little bit of why a certain amount is erded at certain
times.
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| hope that answers the member opposite’s question.
not entirely clear if that did. | will endeavour tiy again if the
member opposite wants.

Business Incentive Program in the amount of $1ED,
agreed to

every government department and agency toward ath@gn
women'’s equality.

Before presenting the details of the budget, I'st jike to
highlight a number of initiatives the Women’'s Diteate has
been working on over the past fiscal year, whictiude the

On Dana Naye Ventures Business Development Programcontinued administration of the $300,000 women'siadity

Dana Naye Ventures Business Development Program
the amount of $34,000 agreed to

On Prior Years’ Projects

Prior Years’ Projectsn the amounbf nil cleared

Business and Industry Development Capital Expendi-
turesin the amount of $1,084,000 agreed to

Business and Industry Development Total Expenditures
in the amount of $7,467,000 agreed to

On Regional Economic Development

On Operation and Maintenance Expenditures

On Directorate

Directorate in the amount of $315,000 agreed to

On First Nations and Regional Economic Development

First Nations and Regional Economic Developmenthi
amount of $1,138,000 agreed to

On Community Development Fund

Community Development Fund
$3,327,000 agreed to

Regional Development Operation and Maintenance Ex-
pendituresin the amount of $4,780,000 agreed to

On Capital Expenditures

On Prior Years’ Projects

Prior Years’ Projects in the amount of nil cleared

Chair: Are there any questions regarding revenue?

Regional Economic Development Capital Expenditures
in the amount of nil cleared

Regional Development Total Expendituresin the amount
of $4,780,000 agreed to

Department of Economic Development agreed to

in the amount

of

ifund, which provides programming and operationaidfag to
equality-seeking women’s organizations and projeitts ad-
ministration of Yukon Aboriginal Women’s Summit agoted
efforts to secure funding from Canada’s northeratsgy trust,
in partnership with equality-seeking aboriginal wenis or-
ganizations; and that of overseeing the implememaif pro-
jects to address recommendations that flowed frach ef the
Yukon Aboriginal Women’s Summits.

The prevention of violence against aboriginal worfigmd
supported another six community-based projects. flihd is
for proposal-driven projects that specifically agkl the cessa-
tion of violence perpetrated toward aboriginal womého face
much larger rates of violence than other women. Woenen'’s
Directorate and the Yukon Housing Corporation curgi their
collaborative work on the Whitehorse affordable ifgrhous-
ing complex, and it has indeed been a success.

An on-site program coordinator working with sengce
available to support those families and in-housmilia re-
source centre has been very pivotal to this infnesatousing
initiative’s success.

With the support of Yukon Housing Corporation,
Women'’s Directorate was able to lead a series nbua work-
shops for tenants to help develop and encouragmtesafety,
as well as joint responsibility.

The Women’s Directorate continues its work to préemo
public education and, in fact, early this morningds pleased
to be able to launch a social marketing campaigredireduc-
ing at violence against women and girls throughtet terri-
tory. As | mentioned early this morning, violencgamst
women and children remains an issue of utmost itapce to
the Government of Yukon, and it's an issue thaeaf both
women and men throughout the territory. As | margib ear-
lier, it's an issue that affects our families araktsignificant

The particular campaign we launched earlier todagairt
of a broader strategy — théctims of Crime Strategthat was
launched in collaboration with the Department oftibe back
in 2009. It is really aimed at getting Yukonersniting about

Chair: We will proceed to Vote 11, Women’s Direc-
torate.
Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)
Chair: Recess has been requested for five minutesosts for our communities.
please.
Recess
Chair: Order please. Committee of the Whole will the issue of violence against women and what meuthyand

now come to order. The matter before us is Bill MpFirst
Appropriation Act, 2012-1,3/ote 11, Women'’s Directorate.

Women'’s Directorate

Hon. Ms. Taylor:
the Women'’s Directorate budget for the 2012-13dfigear.

| would first like to extend my heartfelt thanksdaocom-
mend the officials at the Women'’s Directorate fogit contin-
ued hard work, for their work toward putting thedpet to-
gether, and for their continued collaboration witany organi-
zations throughout Yukon and, of course, workingtghout

young families can do to help influence the endiofence in
our communities. Of course, part of this very iating cam-
paign contains a number of hand-drawn images ofilitam
faces of individuals throughout Yukon — on postersl per-

It is indeed my pleasure to presenthaps even on the sides of buses, radio advertigemieace-

book, the use of other social networks. It is gellbped that
the campaign will create a connection to the issueiolence
through a means of engagement and less so throogaas of
judgment.

| would like to just congratulate all of the mamgividuals
who did participate — the inter-agency group thattdbuted
to the development of the campaign. Of course,dhaip con-
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tained a wide variety of individuals, including ioffls from
the Department of Justice, Education, the Womeritedbor-
ate, working in collaboration with a number of coomity rep-
resentatives, including Kaushee’s Place, the wosgahsition
home, and other men, women and youth as well. Gdulgr
tions to them. We look forward to seeing the entiaenpaign
roll out — as it has been planned — very stratdiyicver the
course of the next several months. We are certéilging to
target a number of various groups.

Madam Chair, also of significance is the work o€ th
Women'’s Directorate on the development of the seetiage
housing initiative, a working collaboration with Kshee's
Place, that will provide 10 transitional units afpportive, se-
cure and affordable housing for approximately 12&mmonths
for women and children who are fleeing abuse. As lbaen
already mentioned a number of times, this investrbailds on
other housing initiatives in support of familiesyeoof which
includes — as | just referenced earlier — the Widtse af-
fordable housing initiative, the result of whichwsaver 30
units made available for single-parent families,wdfich the
lion's share is made up of women and children.

That also includes the addition of second-stagesingu
units for Help and Hope for Families Society, a veors shel-
ter in Watson Lake that was opened probably aboetaa and
a half ago. | had an opportunity to tour that maiftir facility
with the MLA for Watson Lake and was very impressdth
what was made available and the continued programmnd
other program elements that continue to be deld/éne Help
and Hope for Families Society.

The building project — when it comes to this paréc
initiative, second-stage housing — will be led bgushee’s
Place with a great deal of technical assistancesapdort pro-
vided by the government that will eventually seeusltzee’s
Place owning and operating the facility. | just wemsay that
this initiative has been in the works for some tirand | cer-
tainly wish to thank members of the staff and wisihecognize
the board of directors that oversees the Yukon Wosnéran-
sition Home Society and their collective effortshiringing this
project to fruition.

These are just but a few of the highlights of sayfi¢che
accomplishments of the Women’s Directorate over phst
year.

Moving forward to the budget highlights for 2012;18e
Women'’s Directorate operation and maintenance dudgast
over $1.8 million. The capital is just over $3 noifi. The
budget includes an overall increase of $7,000 irsg®el,
which includes an increase of $19,000 for collectigreement,
managers’ market, merit increases, a decrease @D@1 for
one-time funding for maternity leave top-up; a @ese of
$11,000 for one-time funding for 2010-11 to badkfdr the
director; and an increase of $9,000 for long-terisaldility
premium increases, as well as an increase of $80f@0Othe
2010-11 forecast.

Further, there is an overall increase of $115,080
“Other”, which includes the following: an increase$63,000
for a carry forward for the marketing campaign;imerease of
$15,000 for the National Aboriginal Women’s Sumnaity in-

crease of $10,000 for program evaluation trainarg;jncrease
of $10,000 for the annual women’s group meetinginarease
of $20,000 for Yukon Aboriginal Women’s Summitscinase
of $6,000 for ongoing costs for Internet capacityl aserver;
and a decrease of $9,000 for revote from 2011-12hfe Na-
tional Aboriginal Women’s Forum.

There is an overall decrease of $176,000 in trarsdg-
ments, which includes primarily a decrease of $203,in the
aboriginal women’s program via northern strategyding.

Year 3, which we are about to embark on — 201213 o
the aboriginal women’s program — is $51,000 whishaire-
duction of $133,000, as | mentioned earlier. Thisr@lso a
reduction of the $80,000 revote from 2011-12, whishre-
moved in this year that we are debating. This fugds for the
implementation of recommendations from the Abordin
Women’s Summits that have been ongoing for some.tim

It also includes an increase of $37,000, whichudek
$45,000 for additional funds for year 2 of 2011f@@ding and
a reduction of $8,000 for a revote from 2011-12tfer preven-
tion of violence against aboriginal women funding.

There is an overall increase of $24,000 in progokativ-
ery, which is the result of an increase of $7,00@érsonnel,
including an increase of $19,000 for collectiveesgnent and
managers’ market and merit increases. Again, tiera de-
crease of $10,000 for one-time funding for matgrigave top-
up; a decrease of $11,000 for one-time funding f&gh0-11
for backfill for the director; and an increase 800 for long-
term disability premium increases.

As | mentioned, there is an increase for ongoingtscéor
Internet and an increase of $10,000 for evaludt@ining.

There is also an overall increase of $108,000 ihlipu
education, which includes an increase of the clmyard of
funding from the year before, 2011-12, for sociarketing
campaign; an increase of $10,000 for annual womgrosip
meeting; the increase of $45,000 for additionabfufor year 2
for the prevention of violence against aboriginamen fund;
and a decrease of $8,000 for the revote from 2@Liod the
prevention of violence against aboriginal womerdfun

As | mentioned, there is also an overall decreagmilicy,
research and development, which includes an inere#s
$20,000 for Yukon Aboriginal Women’s Summits; agrigase
of $15,000 for National Aboriginal Women’s Summits;de-
crease of $9,000 for a revote in 2011-12 for thiéonal abo-
riginal women’s forum; the decrease of $133,000 s+ men-
tioned earlier, as year 3 of the aboriginal womepraegram is
$51,000, which is a reduction from the year presjoand a
decrease of $80,000 for a revote from 2011-12 Her Yukon
Aboriginal Women’s Summits funding.

With that, | will conclude my remarks so that memsbean
respond accordingly. Thank you.

Ms. White: | would just like to start by thanking the
public servants for their excellent briefing théet day. It was
very helpful. I'll stay away from the questions thasked and

i got answered by you guys, and will concentrate thveromat-

ters. I'm going to start by seeking confirmatioratthhe man-
date of the Women’s Directorate, as establishedheyNDP
government in 1985, is a central agency to prodpolicy
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lens on all government initiatives, be they housstgtegies,
justice initiatives or social inclusion strategiéisat they be an
implemented with the policy lens from the perspectiof

Yukon women and are intended to ensure that alloviuov-

ernment policy and legislation is developed withiew to the

economic, legal and social equality of women. Genrinister
outline how this policy objective is achieved?

Hon. Ms. Taylor: It's with great pleasure that I'm
able to speak to the mandate of the Women’s Diratgcand
some of the work that it does provide and in additio what
my opening remarks had to say. | did want to say thwas
actually on April 1, 2003, that the Women’s Dirgette was
fully restored to its previous status prior to tle@mewal initia-
tive that was adopted by the previous Liberal gorent.

That's a very important point because when the fabe
administration was there, the Women’s Directorateseme-
what very similar to the Department of Economic Blepment
and the Department of Tourism and Culture — rekdbt its
status accordingly. So we were pleased to be abtestore it
to its previous status. That means that the direofothe
Women’s Directorate continues to report directlythe minis-
ter on all program matters and has the full finah@sponsibil-
ity for the directorate. The director also has dated authority
in accordance with th@ublic Service Acto administer per-
sonnel matters.

Since that time — fast-forward — there have be&rmale
host of initiatives. Of course, as | mentioned iy ppening
remarks, the Women'’s Directorate’s primary mandsfer the
purpose of advancing women’s equality, whethesibn the
legal, economic, or the social front.

think it has been working very well. It is a oneaokind initia-
tive, and something that we very much support.

Likewise, as | mentioned, on the second-stage hgusi

front, the Women’s Directorate works with other wents
shelters throughout the territory, whether it béawson City,
Watson Lake or here in Whitehorse with Kaushee&:®)| the
women’s transition home. Of course, we are workimgy
closely on the development of the second-stageimguisitia-
tive that will accommodate many more families whie fHee-
ing abusive relationships. That makes up the cootm of
housing options that continue to be made availaplthe Gov-
ernment of Yukon.

As a mechanism for funding, we have and continuadto
minister a number of different funds in supportvedmen’s
equality. As | mentioned, prevention of violenceaiagt abo-
riginal women was a fund that we actually launchesumber
of years ago and then the previous minister resplensvas
able to double that fund to $200,000 annually.

Likewise, women’s equality fund — | was also abte
help introduce that fund at the time. There werany funding
mechanisms available from any of the previous gawents in
support of women’s equality-seeking organizatiorso
women'’s equality fund — we not only introduced byt we
also increased it recently from $175,000 to $300,06r an-
num and we also issue it on a three-year basisjding that
multi-year funding mechanism. That's also very welteived
by organizations.

We have also been able to double the women'’s coritynun

projects funding from $5,000 to $10,000, again vagien ap-
plications. We continue to fund the women’s advecathich

Of course we do that in a number of different waysis currently housed at Victoria Faulkner Women'sntee and

through policy initiatives — whether it's genderinsive

analyses; whether it's through training initiativiescollabora-
tion with other front-line departments, primarilyepartment of
Justice, for example, especially when we work tgroimple-

menting recommendations from the police report,eeample
— and, of course, the ongoing work when it comewdoking

with Victim Services, as well as providing adviaedecollabo-
rative services with Justice on providing supportthose who
perpetrate violence against women.

We provide a number of other initiatives, of counsfen
it comes to housing. | won't go over that at grismigth, but
Women'’s Directorate has played a very integral molthe de-
velopment of the Whitehorse affordable housingatiite, for
example, in years previous. | know that when | weesminis-
ter responsible for Women’s Directorate a numbery@érs
back — not that long ago, but years back — it west put to
the forefront that that was, in fact, the largastspure that was
reported by the Yukon Housing Corporation — a néed
housing — safe and accessible, affordable houdihgt was
pertaining to single-parent families. Since thea;we seen that
particular initiative come to fruition.

| had an opportunity to tour that facility durintgeir annual
Christmas gathering. It was very impressive indéedl men-
tioned, the Women’s Directorate continues to workryv
closely with Yukon Housing Corporation on makinggrams
and including workshops available for the tenargsweell. |

of course we also, | believe, through the Departnoétiealth
and Social Services, provide assistance for ruralgmant
moms coming into the City of Whitehorse and lookifoy
housing for a short-term basis, in terms of gettiagdy for
delivering healthy babies.

We, as | mentioned, work with a number of different
ganizations. Aboriginal women — violence againsoraginal
women has been identified as a core priority of \emen’s
Directorate. Of course, we have participated anippeukthe
participation of many aboriginal women throughol terri-
tory to take part in a number of Aboriginal Wome8sgmmits,
both at the national level, as well as here in téveitory —
whether that was in Watson Lake or Whitehorse —civied
to a number of recommendations. Of course, we ar&ing in
collaboration with a number of various aboriginabmen’s
organizations to implement those very recommendsafimany
of which are comprised in the budget we are culyahtbat-
ing.

As | mentioned in my remarks, we are planning teénost
the second Yukon Aboriginal Women’s Summit later this
year so that we can review those recommendaticatsvikre
made in 2007, look at the responses that have dekrered
today and develop ways of further moving forwargether. As
I mentioned, of course, this is in support of agiil women'’s
organizations, and delivering community-based ptsjethat

—
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are delivered and that come from aboriginal wonthemiselves
in response to community-specific issues or chghksn

We have been able to make funding available thrabgh
prevention of violence against aboriginal women dfutof
course, since 2004, | am pleased to say that we bantrib-
uted well over $1 million to that particular funidast fall, six
aboriginal women were awarded recognition by tlteimmu-
nities through the aboriginal women’s role modedgram —
another great program that was developed by the &damn
Directorate. | know a few years back, one of thsitmmns that
we were able to incorporate within the Women’s Dlioeate
was a position specifically dedicated to collabioigtwith abo-
riginal women’s organizations and aboriginal wontlerough-
out the communities. | think it has worked very W&hat posi-
tion has evolved and | think the position has beery much
received in terms of building capacity in our conmities in
continuing to respond to the needs and prioritieabmriginal
women.

As | mentioned, when we talk about women'’s healt,
are working in collaboration with the DepartmentH#falth and
Social Services on a number of different frontsethler it is
improving treatment and support for Yukon girls amdmen
with substance abuse problems and addictions. Aganare
providing front-line service providers with the apfunity for
training that focuses on key gender differencesthrdexperi-
ences of substance abuse and addiction.

We have been working in the Department of Educadi®n
well as the Department of Economic Development -e great
example is the collaboration with Yukon Women irades and
Technology and the college on the development @mapteimen-
tation of a full-time, 16-week trades exploratioaucse for
women. It has grown by leaps and bounds, and then&its
Directorate continues to participate in the annlalung
Women Exploring Trades conference for grade 8 ,grsich
has been a tremendous success and has helped thehen-
gagement of rural girls throughout the territor\bEcome more
interested and more engaged and possibly becometoades
individuals in their careers.

When it comes to that organization, we were pleased
provide a total of about $150,000 from 2010 to 204&ain,
through the women’s equality fund. It is anothearaple of
funding in support of women in trades.

In terms of justice, we have been and continue ¢okw
with the Department of Justice on the deliveryhafYictims of

recently as well. We were able to highlight somehaf work
that has been done in the north in response ttemrtpriori-
ties when it comes to women, women’s economic $gcand
women'’s equality in general.

There are a number of other items that | couldagdt re-
flect on, but those are just some examples of i@awWWomen'’s
Directorate is working in collaboration to advangemen’s
equality throughout the Government of Yukon.

Ms. White: I’'m just going to touch on a bunch of dif-
ferent things and then get down to questions after.

I was involved with Women in Trades and Technolégy
a really long time and | appreciate the work they Itve been
the master of ceremonies multiple times at theelants with
the young women, and it's always very inspiring amaving to
see them go from kind of shy wallflowers in the ming to
fully engaged by the afternoon, and I've alwaydlyesppreci-
ated that. | was also, as a tradesperson — it wéstunate
that there wasn’t an organization like that to h&lpport me in
my endeavours of trying to work my way through nppien-
ticeship, and | appreciate all the work that theyrbw for
women who are in the trades or are looking to becgonr-
neywomen.

One thing I'll touch on is women in corrections amaw
near and dear that is to my heart. | spent twosyatthe cor-
rectional facility as a life skills coach in theleof a cooking
instructor. Often, when | think about women’s issuewonder
about the women that | had with me in correctiddse of the
concerns | have is — what happens once they leauec
tions? | think sometimes that's a point that’s offergotten.
The men have an institution like the Adult Resou@mntre,
run by the Salvation Army, and they have the optibrgoing
to a fully staffed, supported environment once thegve,
whereas once the women leave corrections, theyuateput
back into the same situations they left. That terofvery vex-
ing from the standpoint of someone who was thersutgport
them throughout.

Does the minister at all see the role of the Wos&itec-
torate in instituting a facility similar to the AR@r women
once they leave corrections?

Hon. Ms. Taylor: You know, when it comes to
women in trades, | want to congratulate Women iad€s and
Technology. Their organization has been instrumentan-
gaging women of all ages. | think they have dorgreat job
continuing to build capacity in each of our comntiasi. If

Crime Strategyand — as members opposite may or may not béhere is one thing we have learned over the last®u of years

familiar — we have committed to just over $1.3 ioill in sup-
port of the implementation of the strategy for thext three
years, which includes the social marketing campaligih was
launched earlier today in support of the publicedion cam-
paign to address violence in our communities.

it's that with the great economic success in thettey, we do
need to draw from all groups and all ages, all waiklife, all
sexes, when it comes to interest in the tradegestthology. |
think we are able to do just that so that we camshin our

own Yukoners and be creative as to how we can engag

We lead and we partner with many other government d women in trades to help fill that niche market. fgdhat is in

partments on programs that are focused on prevenfivio-
lence against women and continue to invest throulglioe
Government of Yukon in this regard. Likewise, weatiioue to
also work with the community on the internationadnt. We
were able to attend the review — the Hague Coneent- to
eliminate all discrimination against women back2i®09 and

fact one of the reasons why the Government of Yukewour
government — was able to employ the women’s equhlitd
that is made available to organizations like Yukdbomen in
Trades and Technology.

As | mentioned, there is approximately $150,000 bei
lieve it lapses within the next year — which alsgps support
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their ongoing work through the college and helpsnspr their
annual one-day conference, as | mentioned earlier.

When it comes to women in corrections — and | juaht
to go back a few years ago, when the Governmenusbn
chose to launch the corrections redevelopment qrojk
wasn’t simply just about working to build a fagilithat would
have a revolving door, but it was about tryingitaifa facility
that would reduce recidivism in our community arelphad-
dress some of the root causes of crime. | know ¢hatgov-
ernment has been working on all facets in addrgssoverty
and inequality, whether it is between women and,maborigi-
nal women and others. One of the things that wes\abite to
do was go to work with many, many stakeholdersamection
reform and that led to a ne@orrections Actwhich put a lot of
focus on First Nation governments and working withir re-
spective communities to be able to help addreseeciions
rehabilitation programming services.

Of course, that has also led to a new facility theats
opened just recently by the Minister of Justicejclwmow has
very suitable and adequate living faculties for veonwho are
in corrections. In addition to that, we had beeteab work
with organizations such as Elizabeth Fry Societd & fact,
through the women’s equality fund, as | mentionedlier,
we've been able to provide roughly $120,000 in e¢hyear
funding that lapses in the next year. So we costitauwork
with that organization in providing funding to hddpild capac-
ity and to help provide that advocacy service omalfeof
women in corrections. Of course, we continue tokweith the
Department of Justice in implementing the recomratods
coming from the police review, as well as Wietims of Crime

Chair’s report

Ms. McLeod: Mr. Speaker, Committee of the Whole
has considered Bill No. 6, entitleirst Appropriation Act,
2012-13 and directed me to report progress.

Speaker: You have heard the report of the Chair of
Committee of the Whole. Are you agreed?

Some Hon. Members:  Agreed.

Speaker: | declare the report carried.

Hon. Mr. Cathers: I move that the House do now ad-
journ.

Speaker: It has been moved by the Government House

Leader that the House do now adjourn.
Motion agreed to

Speaker:
p.m. tomorrow.

This House now stands adjourned until 1:00

The House adjourned at 5:26 p.m.

The following Sessional Paper was tabled March 22012:

33-1-34
General Election 2011: the Report of the Chief tled
Officer of Yukon (Speaker Laxton)

Strategyand the corrections redevelopment. There is a avhol

host of various recommendations and initiativeg tieatinue
to be underway, many of which have already started.

Again, we do remain committed to working in collado
tion with a number of different organizations amdotighout
the Government of Yukon to address issues sudhiss t

Ms. White:
that we adjourn debate on Bill No. Birst Appropriation Act,
2012-13 and that you report progress.

Chair:
adjourn debate and report progress on Bill Nd-ist Appro-
priation Act, 2012-13

Motion agreed to

Hon. Mr. Cathers:
resume the Chair.
Chair:
Speaker do now resume the Chair.
Motion agreed to

Speaker resumes the Chair

Speaker:
order.

May the House have a report from the Chair of Cortemi
of the Whole?

Madam Chair, seeing the time, | move

I move that the Speaker do now

Order please. | will now call the House to

The following document was filed March 27, 2012:
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Queen’s Printer Agency 2010/2011 Annual Report- (Ist
chenko)

It has been moved by Ms. White that the Chair

It has been moved by the Mr. Cathers that the



