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Yukon Legislative Assembly
Whitehorse, Yukon
Wednesday, March 28, 2012 — 1:00 p.m.

Speaker: I will now call the House to order. We will
proceed at this time with prayers.

Prayers
DAILY ROUTINE

Speaker:  We will proceed at this time with the Order
Paper.

Are there any tributes?
TRIBUTES

In recognition of National Aboriginal Languages Day

Hon. Mr. Kent: | rise in this House today to pay trib-
ute to National Aboriginal Languages Day. NatioAkbriginal
Languages Day is celebrated across Canada eachoyear
March 31. It was established by the Assembly o$tA\ations
in 1989 to create awareness of the languages diirgigeo-
ples and to build support for the preservation lofirt lan-
guages.

Prior to the colonization of North America, appmoately
300 indigenous languages were spoken on this @anttifhese
languages have variations of dialects and distuiggrse cul-
tures associated with them. Today there are al6slifferent
aboriginal languages in Canada. Of these, onlyetlare con-
sidered safe from extinction — Cree, Ojibwa andktitut.

In Yukon, seven of the eight First Nation languages
still being used, each with its own distinct dia¢ed-irst Na-
tions throughout Yukon are working diligently tovitalize
their languages. International research statesathatany as 90
to 95 percent of spoken languages may be extingeyr seri-
ously endangered during this century. Most of tmedtened
languages are indigenous languages. Indigenousidgeg in
Canada are in a precarious position and must beidened
critically endangered.

In 1996, UNESCO stated that, “Canada’s aborigiaat |
guages are among the most endangered in the waddem-
bly of First Nations National Chief Shawn Atleo teté “In-
digenous languages represent the collective heritagl iden-
tity of this country and this land. Our elders haaded upon
us to never forget our languages, to teach them,tarearn
from our languages. Indigenous languages mustdmgnized,
respected, fully supported and should be a sourcelebration
and pride throughout Canada.”

The United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indige-

The Department of Education here in the Yukon is-co
mitted to assisting our First Nations in presenamgl revitaliz-
ing their languages. We offer continued supporthef Yukon
Native Language Centre. There are 20 Yukon FirstoNdan-
guage programs offered in 20 different Yukon schaoid one
example of the support being provided has beepuhehase of
11 Promethean boards as a pilot for the Yukon Megions’
language teachers. The department will also beigiraytrain-
ing for this exciting interactive technology. Asrpaf our
commitment to 2% century learning, we will use this modern
technology to engage students in learning a Yukiost Na-
tion’s language.

Mr. Speaker, let us honour aboriginal languageSadanada
and commit to protect and promote this importamt pACan-
ada’s past, present and future. Thank you. Malnsi: c

Mr. Tredger: | rise on behalf of the Official Opposi-
tion to pay tribute to Aboriginal Languages Day,iethwas
established by a special chiefs’ assembly on etucats Na-
tional Aboriginal Languages Day, March 31.

Language is culture. A person’s culture is mosarntjeex-
pressed in the process of their language use. Fgrhatterns,
values and actions are all a part of language sspe. Daily
use of the language means that the culture is gteord is
passed on.

The history of aboriginal languages in Canada it ao
positive one. First Nations’ traditional culturedalanguages
have been gravely affected by the imposition of ns@eam
languages. One of the most destructive acts oktisharge
of residential schools was to forbid the use ofragwal lan-
guages and to punish any child using their origiaaguage. It
may have been done with the objective of suppoffingt Na-
tions to obtain language skills that were essemial dominant
society. The unfortunate result has been devagtatithe lan-
guages and culture. In many cases, the aborigangulage was
the only one some children knew. Taking it away meageat
difficulties in learning.

Today First Nations are anxious to preserve thair- |
guages and their heritage. Many elders continueséoaborigi-
nal languages and to encourage children to leaam thAbo-
riginal languages are used in many First Natiomghiaistra-
tion of their government. Many First Nation teachare ex-
panding their language ability to teach each othet,there is
still a serious concern about the threat of exmciof these
languages. Several languages across Canada hamedbee
clared extinct or are used only in ceremonies. Mmae and
must be done here by all governments and FirstoNatpeak-
ers to preserve the languages. We can all be mstrtal in

nous Peoplesendorsed by Canada on November 12, 2010actively using and supporting these essential tobks impor-

calls on states to work with indigenous peoplethi spirit of
mutual respect and partnership. It can serve asdedor the
work required and establishes important standastiting:
“Indigenous peoples have the right to revitalizee,udevelop
and transmit to future generations their historiesguages,
oral traditions, philosophies, writing systems ditdratures,
and to designate and retain their own names fomuamities,
places and persons.” That was Article 13 of thatatation.

tant part of Yukon culture.

I wish to pay tribute to Aboriginal Languages Dayda
commit, on behalf the New Democratic Party Officipposi-
tion, that we will do all we can to support andetehte abo-
riginal languages in our territory.

Mr. Elias: | rise today on behalf of the Liberal caucus
to pay tribute to National Aboriginal Languages [28\12.
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[Member spoke in Gwich'in. Text unavailable.]

National Aboriginal Languages Day, March 31, wasies
lished by the Assembly of First Nations in 1989 deate
awareness across Canada of the languages of shedioples
to build support for their preservation. There alrost 60 dif-
ferent aboriginal languages in Canada, and of {hedg three
are considered safe from extinction — Cree, Ojiland Inuk-
titut. These languages have variations of dialaois distinct,
diverse cultures associated with them. Our nameada for
example, comes from “kanata”, the Huron word fdtagke.
Currently only a minority of the aboriginal popttat is able to
speak or understand an aboriginal language.

In Yukon, there are eight aboriginal languages usem.
Seven are from the Athabaskan family, which spfead cen-
tral Alaska through northeastern Canada to HudsBais

Many of us are familiar with the Canadian Red Cross
safety programming, including water safety, swimgniand
first aid. More than 27 million Canadians have teat to swim
and play safe around water, thanks to the Cand&kahCross.

In some communities, the Canadian Red Cross assists
dividuals who require support to stay in their hera@d main-
tain their independence. They do this by providasgistance
with meals, housework, transportation and medicalipment
rentals. The Canadian Red Cross is also involvestlircating
Canadians about healthy relationships and safe conties.
They offer awareness and prevention programs, wops and
training to adults and youth that encourage re$peaton-
violent relationships. There are so many ways that Red
Cross has touched our lives as Canadians and tigepeho
live around the world. I ask all of you to join Witne in recog-

These seven are Gwich'in, Han, Kaska, Northern Tutnizing the dedication and hard work of the CanadRad Cross

chone, Southern Tutchone, Southern Tutchone, Tagish
Upper Tanana. The other is Tlingit, spoken in paft8ritish
Columbia, Alaska and southern Yukon. These languegftect
distinctive histories, cultures and identities &adkto family,
community, the land and traditional knowledge. Tleg es-
sential to our aboriginal cultures.

Today in the Yukon, some aboriginal languages aiag
learned as a second language and being taughhaolsdJn-
fortunately, this is not being done across our tguaf Can-
ada. When young aboriginal people gain the aldititgpeak the
language of their parents and grandparents, thibyp&iable to
communicate at a higher level with their older fignmembers
in their traditional language and that becomesliratale in life.
For many First Nations, Inuit and Métis people,sthdan-
guages are at the very core of their identity. Phecess of
learning the language will help to contribute t@®nincreased
self-esteem and community well-being, as well dgical con-
tinuity. | believe that it is going to take an omggp commitment
from each individual, each family, each communégch First
Nation and all levels of government to ensure thataborigi-
nal languages survive in this great territory ofsou

[Member spoke in Gwich’in. Text unavailable.]

Mahsi’ cho, Mr. Speaker.

Applause

In recognition of Red Cross Month

Hon. Mr. Graham: Mr. Speaker, | rise in the House
on behalf of all members to ask everyone to joithwne in
recognizing March as Red Cross Month. When we bééne
Red Cross we often think immediately of internatiomid
work that the agency undertakes around the wortte Red
Cross is present wherever disaster strikes, whéthernatural
or civil unrest. It provides emergency shelter,dowater and
other necessities to people who are in immediatsi;nkow-
ever, many of us don’t know about the lifesavinghkvilie Red
Cross is busy doing in communities across Canalda.Jana-
dian Red Cross provides emergency services wheastdis
strikes in Canada, including shelter, food, first and other
necessities. The Red Cross also provides a sewidjng to
reunite families after separation during a disasfére Red
Cross has been a strong partner of our emergercgl s@r-
vices in times of crisis.

staff, volunteers and donors.
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

In recognition of Celebration of Swans

Hon. Mr. Dixon: Today it is my pleasure to pay trib-
ute on behalf of this Assembly to the Celebratibrswans, a
unique Yukon event now in its T9ear. This morning | was
pleased to give each member this year’'s posteghiigiatures
a spectacular photo of swans in flight taken bylgahotogra-
pher Peter Mather. This is a celebration, | beliexeryone is
proud to share. A Celebration of Swans runs fromilAgl to
22 this year, with Swan Haven opening on Sundayil Ap—
this weekend.

Celebration of Swans is Yukon’'s premier bird feakiv
bringing many people out to great swan viewing suteawel-
come spring to the north. Over this nine-day periaditors
flock to open water, making the Celebration of Ssvtire larg-
est birding event in Yukon.

Thousands of residents and visitors alike welcofme t
chance to view trumpeter and tundra swans and otfa¢er
birds at the Swan Haven Interpretive Centre on Magke, as
well as viewing sites and events at Tagish LakdynSons
Crossing, and Kluane Lake.

M'Clintock Bay and Swan Haven Interpretive Centrelw
come about 10 percent of North America’s trumpet®ans
during their spring migration. When the birds agrim March,
most Yukon rivers and lakes are locked under iag, &t
M’'Clintock Bay they find shallow, open water filledith
much-needed food. Because the surrounding ice gies\secu-
rity from approaching predators, this spot offersrgthing that
the migrating birds need: rest, food and security.

M’'Clintock Bay is one of the most important spristag-
ing areas along the swans’ flyway. The open wateiso very
attractive to canoeists, boaters, fishers and sthager for the
return of spring. Concern about how these actwitisturb the
birds first led to an education program in the |4880s. As
more people became aware of the birds’ needs,itg&sin the
water decreased.

In April 1994, with the support of the Yukon goverent’s
wildlife viewing program, the Girl Guides of Canadand
Ducks Unlimited Canada, Swan Haven Interpretivet@ewas
opened.
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Staff is available weekday evenings and afterndoms
early April to mid-May to share information abolietswans
and to help you discover what makes M’Clintock Blag spe-
cial place it is.

Environment Yukon’s wildlife viewing program coordi
nates the Celebration of Swans, but this event dvowt be
possible without help from many different commuritygani-
zations and businesses. While people enjoy thdiatlen, for
the swans it’s a life saver — literally. Before Wad an organ-
ized viewing program in place, people tended tdagoout on
the ice or use boats to get close to the swansndVe know
that disturbed swans can’t rest and feed propafifgcting their
ability to make it safely to their breeding grounds

Activities during the Celebration of Swans teachabsut
the importance of early spring open water whilewisy the
birds at a respectful distance. In closing, | wosltctourage all
members to visit Swan Haven in April, or particp#t one of
the many interpretive events during this year'seBedtion of
Swans. Thank you.

Speaker:  Introduction of visitors.

INTRODUCTION OF VISITORS

Hon. Mr. Kent: It's my pleasure to welcome Mr.
Deuling’s other grade 11 social studies class fradamier
Catholic Secondary School. His first class joinedhere on
Monday, and his second grade 11 social studies @gsining
us here today.

Applause

Hon. Mr. Kent: As we did on Monday, | would invite
members who are able to join us in the membersideufol-
lowing Question Period to answer some questionm ftbe
students, as they will join us there as well.

Hon. Mr. Nixon: Mr. Speaker, could | have my col-
leagues on the floor welcome a constituent, DaekiBs.
Applause

Speaker:
bling?

TABLING RETURNS AND DOCUMENTS

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: Mr. Speaker, | have for tabling
today the Queen’s Printer Agency business pla2®d2-13.

| also have for tabling the Fleet Vehicle Agencatsnual
report for 2010-11.

Hon. Mr. Kent: I have two documents for tabling.
One is a report to the community, 2012, producedyblgon
College, entitledBuilding for Tomorrow The second is the
2010-11 annual report of the Yukon Lottery Comnugsi

Hon. Mr. Nixon: Mr. Speaker, | have for tabling to-
day a Yukon Judicial Council annual report, 2011.

Mr. Elias:
ter dated February 20, 2012, addressed to the halpleumin-

Are there any returns or documents for ta-

isters John Duncan and Leona Aglukkaq, signed\zyMLAs
from across Canada’s north, which addresses theitiNot
North Canada program.

Speaker:  Are there any reports of committees?
Are there any petitions?

PETITIONS
Petition No. 2 — response

Hon. Ms. Taylor: | rise today to respond to the peti-
tion that was tabled in the Legislature recentlyiok calls
upon the Yukon Legislative Assembly to support¢baserva-
tion and long-term protection of middle Mcintyree€k for the
benefit of present and future Yukoners.

The petition also speaks to the designation of teidd
Mclintyre Creek as an environmentally protected arghurges
the Yukon Legislative Assembly to oppose any muynakpro-
posals for roads, housing or other developments.

In 2006, the Yukon government and the City of White
horse signed theand Development Protocol Agreement 2006
Pursuant to that agreement, the city is respon$ibléhe plan-
ning, design, consultation and approvals for laedetbpment
within the boundaries of the City of Whitehorseddhose also
designated for development within the Whitehorsécial
community plan.

As our economy continues to flourish and our pojiota
continues to grow as a result, so too does the dérfta hous-
ing. During the recent territorial election, makitend and
housing readily available topped the list of pties for Yuk-
oners in each and every community.

Our government recognizes that adequate, availahte
affordable housing is fundamental in building andimaining
strong communities and is working diligently withrgpartners
to maintain a supply of building lots that will bebhddress
Yukon’s housing needs now and well into the future.

Since 2002, the Yukon government has worked coepera
tively with municipal and First Nation governmeritse private
sector and the public in developing residentialmotercial,
industrial and recreational lots throughout the dukBy the
end of 2013, the Yukon government will develop émithg to
market an additional 300 building lots. The Goveeninof
Yukon has recently completed a number of land agreknt
projects, including 20 industrial lots in DawsontyC#49 single-
family lots, and three multi-family lots in HaineRinction,
country residential lots in Destruction Bay andatuesidential
lots in Grizzly Valley.

The government is also working with municipal aricst~
Nation governments on additional land developmeaojegts in
Dawson, Mayo and Carmacks. Likewise, the Yukon gove
ment is also pleased to work closely with the GifywWhite-
horse on land development within the municipal luzasres.
As per the protocol agreement, the Whistle Bendiisigion
and Porter Creek D planning has and continues tecbby the
City of Whitehorse. The Yukon government respelesdity’s
jurisdiction in this regard and, as such, will atthie outcome

Mr. Speaker, | have for tabling today a let- of the planning and approval processes in accoedaiitt the

protocol.
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The Yukon government very much recognizes thera is

desire to protect Mcintyre Creek. Guided by they @it White-
horse official community plan that was approve®@10, land
use designations fall within the purview of theyciThis in-
cludes future development and use of land, as age#nviron-
mental matters within municipal boundaries. Lanchagement
is a delicate balance between development and rpetim
that needs to be weighed carefully. The Yukon gowvemt,
however, believes that all of these various intsresn and
need to be balanced against the affordable houesigland
development needs we are currently facing in the t/e re-
main committed to working with the City of Whitelser, First
Nation governments, Yukon communities and othersneet
the continued demand for land throughout the tasritvhile
maintaining the quality of life we as Yukoners dooe to en-
joy. Thank you.

Speaker:  Are there any petitions for presentation?
Are there any bills to be introduced?
Are there any notices of motion?

NOTICES OF MOTION

Mr. Hassard: | rise to give notice of the following
motion:

THAT this House urges the Yukon government to con-

tinue to work with the Yukon Convention Bureau, ustty and
Yukon communities to promote the Yukon as a chdiegtina-
tion for hosting meetings, conventions and sporéents.

| also give notice of the following motion:

| also give notice of the following motion:

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon tn-co
tinue promoting employment and training opport@sitifor
persons with disabilities.

Mr. Tredger:
motion:

THAT this House urges the Yukon government to e t
2012-13 budget to live up to its election platfopmomise to
invest in rural seniors and elders by beginningstrmetion of a
seniors and elders residence as promised for Mayathie
summer of 2012.

| rise to give notice of the following

Hon. Mr. Dixon:
motion:

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon te de
velop and implement a Yukon water strategy that lp
provide long-term direction for economically and/eanmen-
tally responsible development, management, andofiseater
in Yukon and establish principles to guide futurecidion-
making.

| rise to give notice of the following

Hon. Mr. Cathers:
following motion:
THAT a select committee on whistle-blower protectize
established;

THAT the honourable member Patti McLeod be therchai
of that committee;

THAT the honourable members Stacey Hassard, Hon.
Doug Graham, Jan Stick and Darius Elias be appiittehe

| rise today to give notice of the

THAT this House urges the Yukon government to concommittee;

tinue to work with the City of Whitehorse and theldéd Can-
yon Historical Railway Society to promote Yukonfsltey and
railway history.

| also give notice of the following motion:

THAT the committee shall have access to recordem@en
ated by, or gathered by, the Select Committee oristgh
blower Protection established by Motion No. 125thd 32
Legislative Assembly.

THAT the committee report to the House its findiregsl

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon te us recommendations respecting the central issuesstiaild be

the 2012-13 budget to begin building a $7-milli@tneation
centre in Ross River.

Ms. McLeod:
motion:

THAT this House urges the Yukon government to tee t
2012-13 budget to provide $75,000 for an annualiniess
training fund to assist Yukon businesses to actregsing op-
portunities to further contribute to Yukon’s ecoriogrowth.

| rise to give notice of the following

| also give notice of the following motion:

THAT this House urges that the Government of Yukmn
continue working with industry, communities andsiNations
to promote the Yukon tourism brand that markets ofulas an
attractive year-round destination.

| also give notice of the following motion:

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon to-co
tinue working with Whitehorse and Carcross to depdheir
respective waterfronts.

addressed in whistle-blower protection legislatios|uding:

(1) whether all public institutions and private anjzations
performing public functions will be covered,;

(2) whether only employees or others — unions, aduy
groups, the media, citizens — can use this legislat

(3) what types of wrongdoing will be covered;

(4) whether the same office will conduct investigaf
mediation and the protection of whistle-blowers;

(5) whether employees will have to exhaust departaie
procedures before approaching the whistle-blowetegtion
office;

(6) how retaliation against whistle-blowers will Befined
and how long protection will exist;

(7) whether there will be a reverse onus on theleyep to
demonstrate that adverse decisions on a whistleibp em-
ployee were not a reprisal,

(8) what remedies for employees judged to be adlers
affected will be specified in the legislation; and

(9) what sorts of consequences there will be foplegees
who engage in reckless or malicious accusationgrofgdoing
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and for managers who engage in reprisal againsioyegs
who act in good faith;

THAT the committee report to the House its recomdaen
tion as to whether whistle-blower protection legisin should
include a sunset clause similar to that found oiise 35 of the
Ombudsman Act;

THAT the committee have the power to call for pesso
papers and records and to sit during intersesspmradds;

THAT the committee may hold hearings for the pugpok
receiving the views and opinions of Yukon citizearsl inter-
ested groups on whistle-blower protection legislati

decision-making to governments that may only ga8teto 40
percent of the vote.

My question to the Premier: Is the Government okdfu
interested in engaging with Yukoners in a discussio im-
proving our democracy?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: Electoral reform in the Yukon
was included in the Yukon Party’'s 2002 electiontfplan.
Subsequent to that, the Yukon Party appointed isadvisor
on electoral reform who issued a final report ofrkary 1,
2005. While recognizing that some Yukoners feekjmamtely
about electoral reform, the report recommended tti@politi-

THAT the committee have the power to seek backgtouncal parties focus on legislative renewal rathentba electoral

information from experts and to be able to call &edr these
experts as witnesses;

THAT while all testimony provided to the committeleall
be in a matter of public record, the committee hééneepower
to hold in-camera meetings and to direct that #uemds of the
committee, in specific instances, not contain detiat could
lead to the identification of an individual groupijrd party or
community;

THAT if the House is not sitting at such time as tom-
mittee is prepared to present its report, the cdtemiransmit
its report to all Members of the Legislative Asséyrdmd then,
not more than one day later, release the repotidopublic;
and

THAT the Clerk of the Legislative Assembly be resgie
ble for providing the necessary support servicefiéocommit-
tee.

Mr. Elias:
tion:

THAT this House urges the Minister of Justice teate a
new independent aboriginal liaison communicatioriicer
position at the Whitehorse Correctional Centre @snsas is
possible to facilitate relations between inmatesniaistration,
staff, and the public.

INTRODUCTION OF VISITORS

Ms. Hanson:
dent of Fair Vote Yukon, and her class from the W/ &ireet
Centre School, to this House.

Applause

Speaker: Is there a statement by a minister?
This then brings us to Question Period.

QUESTION PERIOD
Question re: Electoral reform

Ms. Hanson:
indeed across this nation, citizens are raisingcenrs about
the state of our democracy. Serious questions drelection
financing, inaccurate voter lists and so-callecevstippression
tactics have shaken the public’s trust in our deawc and
have led to renewed calls for change. Citizens rozga in
groups, like Fair Vote Yukon, question the basiempise of the
first-past-the-post system that gives 100 percémosver and

| rise to give notice of the following mo-

| rise to welcome Danielle Daffe, presi-

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Across Yukon,

reform.

Yukon Party in its two subsequent election platfers
2006 and 2011 — has done exactly that. In the@etfiractis-
ing open, accountable, fiscally-responsible govemnth the
Yukon Party committed to promoting consensus bugdicol-
laboration and compromise, rather than confromatio gov-
ernment and working to improve the conduct and deunoof
members in the Yukon Legislative Assembly.

Ms. Hanson: I'll just point out for the Premier that, in
fact, that report was done by an individual appntyes, by
the Yukon Party government to go and sit in ondiseussions
in British Columbia — not participate but sit in and then
report back to this territory at some expense icesx of
$200,000. That really didn’t talk about what I'nfikiag about.

In December, the New Democratic Official Opposition
troduced a motion to establish a select commitieel@moc-
ratic reform. Our plan to strengthen and renew dgawy is up
for debate this afternoon, and the public will batething how
this government responds. Our plan is not radital.not a
step-by-step manual. It begins with the simple ephof start-
ing a discussion with Yukoners on their democrayistem and
how it may be improved. Our plan would create a wittee of
this Legislature to consult Yukoners, starting thiging, and
receive the public’s views on how elections aredumted, how
they're represented in the Legislature and on othatters of
interest to the public. Does this government suppetting
Yukoners be part of the discussion on improving democ-
racy?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: The three successive Yukon Party
governments have followed through with their elattiplat-
form commitments and have focused on legislativeewneal.
Yukon Party government reinvigorated the Public dwds
Committee, which has not been functioning propeie
Yukon Party government established an all-partynditey
committee to oversee appointments to governmentdscand
committees that had been included in the Standirie® of
the Yukon Legislative Assembly for years, but neimaple-
mented by the previous NDP or Liberal governments.

Yukon Party government passed more unanimous nmstion

on matters of importance to Yukoners by workingatiabora-
tion with the Official Opposition and the Third Bathan any
previous government in the history of the Yukon iskgive
Assembly. Yukon Party government established mtneaaty
committees of the Legislature to conduct publicstgtation on
matters of importance to Yukoners, such as antikamgo
legislation, human rights, whistle-blower protentiothe
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lation, human rights, whistle-blower protectione thandlord

missed the Liberal Party's chances of being electetitoday,

and Tenant Acand safe operation and use of off-road vehiclesMr. Speaker, two members of the Liberal Party atting in

Ms. Hanson: Mr. Speaker, you know, it's really won-
derful to see so many young people in the gallery.

| really had hoped that their experience in theislature
would strengthen their connection to our democraty actu-
ally move them to exercise their democratic riginsl respon-
sibilities. Unfortunately, when the Premier goes tonlist a
litany of failed things — the fact that we have tvistle-
blower legislation coming back again, without adline —
when you have the minister citing a renewed Puhticounts
Committee — this is the government that wouldrt'wgth that
Public Accounts Committee. We may finally have aetirey;
the first meeting in two years occurring maybe e €nd of
this month. It is sad — and | can understand sometiwhy
too many of our youth across the country and in ofulare
disengaging from politics when they hear this kafdpalaver
that goes on. It's no surprise when much of whal teee in
politics amounts to personal and childish partisttacks in-
stead of thoughtful discussion on serious issues.

Speaker: Order please. The member's time has
elapsed.

Ms. Hanson: Will the government support...

Speaker: | said the member’s time elapsed. Please tak
your seat.

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: I would like to point out to the
opposition that indeed the Yukon has traditionadliygd contin-
ues to have, one of the highest voter turnoutig dountry. |
would like to point out that the Leader of the ©iffl Opposi-
tion often speaks to respect and decorum in thiasdpbut
yesterday the member opposite referred to the TRady as
“irrelevant”. | find that very disrespectful.

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

Point of order

Speaker:
point of order.

Ms. Hanson:
misquoting the Blues. He did this yesterday. | didmll the
party — | called their position irrelevant.

Hon. Mr. Cathers:
the member said as shown in the Blues yesterdaslidve this
is merely a dispute between members.

Speaker’s ruling
Speaker:
the Premier is not quoting them completely. | woadk that if
members are going to quote the Blues, please ghetsen-
tence in its entirety. The statement by the Leadi¢ne Official
Opposition yesterday, in my opinion, referred te thhird
Party’'s stance and not necessarily the party itself

The Premier has the floor.

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. | wish
to say that, while the decision is that it was cstamce, | think
it also speaks to the context of the position Lzt been taken.
Certainly, the Member for Whitehorse Centre madailar
comments during the recent territorial election wishe dis-

| read the Blues this morning, and | believe

this House, duly elected by Yukoners to represkeir tcom-
munities.

The Leader of the Official Opposition’s remarkstaatly,
to me, speak to the fact that there is no intdrethe fact that
there are more than two parties in this House tndrtainly, |
think, disrespects those members from Vuntut Gwitcnd
from Klondike. | think it also certainly disrespsdheir fami-
lies and their friends — the people who supporteeirt and
continue to support them. | think it certainly skgaalso, of
those people who voted for them and that they seprteall the
people of Dawson City, all the people of Old Cramad | do
believe that Yukoners deserve better from the @i#fi©pposi-
tion.

Question re:  Seniors housing

Mr. Tredger: The experience with this government
— as with most issues, they will wait until thesea crisis be-
fore any action is taken. This has had seriousenuences for
housing where we have had a crisis for years dtditite has
been done.

We are all aware that the population of senioresgCan-
gda is growing substantially and statistics refiéis in the
Yukon. The minister must be aware that in rural ¥ukseniors
and elders are very concerned about their housiegiss We
need a comprehensive seniors housing strategy.

When will this Yukon Party government live up te élec-
tion platform and share its coordinated responseitdors’ and
elders’ concerns, including those who reside ialifiukon?

Hon. Mr. Kent:
again, | had the opportunity to travel to a numobgridings
throughout the Yukon throughout January and Felgrdaris-
ited new seniors housing projects that were coatduby the
Yukon Party government. | was in seniors housingjeats in

The Leader of the Official Opposition, on a Teslin and Watson Lake and Faro, and | visited rseaial

housing projects in Dawson City, Carmacks and RRigsr. A

Mr. Speaker, again the Premier is tremendous amount of effort has been put into addrg the

needs of seniors and social housing, not only intétbrse,
but also in the rural communities. The Mayo sentwosising

The Hon. Premier is quoting what project is something that is included in our platfioand a

promise that we intend on living up to during thiandate.

Mr. Tredger: I'm very glad to hear that, Mr. Speaker.
There are over 100 seniors and elders in Mayo. Hiteenier
flew up during the election campaign, and the YulRarty's
election platform also indicates that housing Vel built for
them in their community. They were told construstiwould
begin this summer. The government has reiteratedhis
House that they don't have a strategy, they hapkatdiorm, so
it was with some disbelief that | realized thatréhis nothing in
this year's budget for it and of more concern, ¢hisrnothing |
can find in the next five years to fulfill that d&gd plan.

Will the minister responsible for the Yukon Housi6gr-
poration tell this House when the Yukon Party gawegnt will
live up to its commitment to the seniors and elderglayo?

Hon. Mr. Kent: Mr. Speaker, as | mentioned in my
previous answer, this project is included in owatfolrm and in
our plan to build housing across the Yukon. It vireduded

In response to the member opposite,
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when we ran in the fall, and we intend to followdiigh on that
commitment during this mandate.

When | was in Mayo recently, | did meet with theym
and the community of Mayo has designated a lottthey feel
would be appropriate for this. We are certainlyypteased
and happy to be able to partner with that commufiibey are
the ones who brought this idea forward for the @snhousing
complex in Mayo. We very much enjoy a strong wogkiela-
tionship with the community of Mayo and the Firsatdn of
Mayo, and we intend to follow through on that cormant
during this mandate.

Mr. Tredger:
however, the seniors and elders in Mayo lack tlermmation.
They are worried they will soon have to leave tleeimmunity
and be away from their friends and family, becatlse gov-
ernment has ignored their housing needs.

These seniors and elders have contributed to toeimu-
nity and the Yukon in many ways over the years arelthe
foundation on which the Yukon is built. They neatbrmation
they can rely on to make hard decisions. Thesaatreolitical
pawns; they deserve better than to be misled.

Will the minister or the Premier live up to the piises
they made and respond to the people of Mayo wifihna an-
swer as to when they can expect a seniors comgtegeniors
can have the information to make important lifeisieas?

Hon. Mr. Kent:
various communities and looking at Mayo and hawigited
there and visited the social housing units thatewerthe com-
munity, there are no people currently on the wattds of Sep-
tember 30, 2011, which is the most recent inforamati have.
There are no people on the wait-list for Mayo. \Waéhcom-
mitted to, | would imagine, what would be a six»pkeeniors
complex in Mayo. The land has been identified gy ¢bmmu-
nity. The Yukon Housing Corporation and the boafdlicec-
tors will look at that property and ensure thas suitable for
this. We'll take the time to design this facilityé we’ll con-
struct the facility within this mandate.

| know the member opposite has raised this withasian
extremely important issue. It's very important be tgoverning
party; we included it in our platform. But | notitehat it
wasn't included in the platform of the New Demosrduring
the fall campaign.

It is important enough to us, and it is somethirggwant to
make sure that we build, but | couldn’t find itthre platform of
the New Democrats.

Question re:

Mr. Elias:
account dwindle in the last few years. Even recdoatsfers
from Ottawa couldn't keep up with this governmentiger-
spending. Despite getting $3 billion from Ottawdanr years,
the government still had to deplete $150 milliorsavings just
to get by. That is a 70-percent drop in Yukon'sisgy ac-
count, which doesn’t make it much of a savings aotat all.
The new Premier has promised to turn that shipratpinstead
of continuing to drain the savings account, he watiilrt build-
ing it back up.

Fiscal management

Yukoners have seen their public savings

For the record, could the Premier please tell usre/tthe
territory’s net financial resources will stand hetend of this
year?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: | am proud to stand here as the
Minister of Finance, one of only two ministers afidnce in
this country who can stand and say that they atlkdrenviable
position of having no net debt. That means thatnwmu take
assets — that is our investments or cash and atsoeceiv-
able — and you subtract all of our liabilities —caants pay-
able, liabilities against environmental cleanupave-still have
money left over. We are not using tomorrow’s monefi-

Mr. Speaker, I'm glad to hear that; nance today.

As we have reported, we're looking for approximatel
$29-million surplus in the current year, 2011-12d @rojecting
net financial resources for the end of this fisgahr of ap-
proximately $49 million.

Mr. Elias:
the budget does indicate, net financial resourae®ntly stand
at $49 million, and should, if this budget proveswaate, be at
$101 million by the end of the year. When it conieghese
numbers, it's usually the main budget that showssger pic-
ture and gets the most attention. Then, in the fladl govern-
ment quietly tables a supplementary budget thadtidtes all the
spending they didn’t account for in the beginniWgill the
Premier confirm today that when he tables the smpphtary

In reviewing the wait-lists for the budget that the net financial resources won't hésesl down

from its rosy $101-million projection?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: | think the question speaks to
perhaps a lack of understanding of the processwduad we do.
As I've said and rose in this House and said onentban one
occasion, a budget is a plan, and that meanstthatat static.
I'm sure for the government — it's the same for rgbedy
here and the members in the gallery — a budgelais. poes
that mean it's going to be exactly the same atethé of the
year? No, | believe that it won't, but we are ire tanviable
position, having money in the bank, of being ablel¢al with
risks if they materialize, deal with problems — Ipegps we
have a major fire season — or also have the oppitytto deal
with opportunities if they arise, to give us thexibility to be
able to do that without having to pull the creditrat out and
spend tomorrow’s money to pay for today’s bills.

Mr. Elias: You're going to have to forgive me for be-
labouring the point, but I've heard this beforgudt want to be
sure about how much faith we should put in the lktdmd,
specifically, how much faith we should put in thesiRier’s
commitment to build up our savings account. Thenfee
promises to double Yukoners’ money this year. Tiager
sounds awfully good to be true and Yukoners shémbdk at
past events when deciding if they want to take et That
includes years of increases to net financial ressurin the
budget, but decreases in the supplementary budet. cre-
ated a $100-million drop in just two years. Thatsne serious
taxpayers’ dollars.

Given the track record, how can the Premier beatethat
he can deliver the net financial resources he Besin his
budget?

| thank the Premier for that response. As
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Hon. Mr. Pasloski: We don't have to look very far
back to see the record of the Liberal Party and\én Democ-
ratic Party when it comes to managing the finamdehis terri-
tory. In fact, when the Liberals were in power thegd to bor-
row money to pay salaries for the government engasy That
is where they were. When the NDP was in power —engc
deficits; $64-million deficits. In fact, this govenent had to
come forward with araxpayer Protection Ado put in place
mechanisms to ensure that such financial mismanagedoes
not occur again.

We are moving forward with a plan and that is elyact
what it is. It is a budget, but it gives us thaxfbility. For ex-
ample, when projects like the water supply in OldwW come
in significantly larger than what was originallyojected, we
have the flexibility to continue to commit to thattoject and
ensure it is done, even though it is now going ast anore
money than what we originally thought.

We are committed to financial prudence, ensurirag the
are spending taxpayers’ money wisely and so th&biers get
the most out of every dollar that they give to aislo the good
work — the programs, services, and the commitmenint
vestment and infrastructure — as requested byatb¥iers.

Question re:  Whitehorse Correctional Centre
programming
Mr. Barr: Last week | met with the Minister of Jus-

tice and his officials twice to ask them to deathwtoncerns
from some of the inmates at the Whitehorse Cowaeti Cen-
tre. | am glad that he worked with us and was &bleave the
staff distribute blankets to inmates who were cahd that in-
mates are now able to smudge. Access to cultuaatipes can
have a grounding effect for the inmates, so I'ntdglzat this is
now available to them.

| was also able to visit Whitehorse Correctionahtte last
week and speak to inmates personally to help thefusd the
situation, and | thank him for that. But, Mr. Spegkwe are
now hearing conflicting reports of a hunger stiiyeinmates in
one of the dorms, now into its third day. Can thaister con-
firm that some of the inmates are refusing food?

Hon. Mr. Nixon: Mr. Speaker, before | answer the
member’s question, | think it's very important & the citizens
of this territory know that Whitehorse Correctior@entre is
managing and setting a new tone with the inmatésegsmove
into the new building. As we know, they moved istja short
time ago. This move allowed Whitehorse Correctic@ahtre
management to confiscate a considerable amourtrmfaband
items that pass from inmate to inmate, from the faldlity,
that could potentially get into the new facilityhdy are setting
the stage. The staff is running Whitehorse Coroeei Centre
and not the inmates, so we just want to be cletir tivat.

During the confiscation — nothing too serious —nite
like unauthorized shoes, jewellery and other peke@ffects
were confiscated. As | said, there was nothinggedous. In-
mates didn't like this very much, but it was thght thing to
do. At the end of the day, it is about the saferafien of the
facility.

Mr. Barr:
opposition offices with a number of concerns argl rinister

needs to ensure that the environment is safe abtedor all of
the staff and inmates. Will the minister immedigtelvestigate
the concerns of the inmates who have told us theyefusing
food because their complaints are not being hanajgutopri-
ately?

Hon. Mr. Nixon: In addressing the member opposite,
as | was just mentioning with the new building, are provid-
ing inmates and staff with a better place to livel &0 work.
One thing that's more conducive to programming —€ are
are encouraging all inmates to participate in pogning as
it's rolled out in due time, but at the same time need to
maintain a safe facility.

The information that the member is opening himaelfto
by responding to complaints from the WCC — | casuas
him that at the same time that our staff is tryiagset the pa-
rameters for the WCC inmates, we also have theatsitu
where the inmates are trying to set the paraméterthe staff.
As | stated before, it's the staff that run WCCs ot the in-
mates who run it. | have my full confidence in tkam and the
management up there as they unroll the new cooretifacil-
ity and as they continue with the operation ofthbéding.

Mr. Barr: My concern is for all there and in confirm-
ing that there is a hunger strike, | would hopé tha minister
is looking into this and will be able to verify ghso that things
do not escalate and so that things are safe. Thisteri needs
to direct his officials to improve working and Ihg conditions
in the new facility to avoid a serious incidentafftand in-
mates, as well as the public, need assuranceshibatituation
will not escalate.

Will the minister allow an independent observetatk to
the inmates to try to help resolve this seriousasibn?

Hon. Mr. Nixon: Well, the member completed those
interviews last week. | understand that he washapet As he
is getting information about hunger strikes andeotimforma-
tion he is getting through phone calls from inmateisat | can
tell the member about the hunger strike is thatethave been
several inmates who have refused to eat food coffnarg the
cafeteria. However, when it comes to pop and clapdg
Cheezies and Coffee Crisps and granola bars andjdrég
from the canteen, they are happy to take that fésdto what
the situation is — yes, | am looking into it. Iseth a hunger
strike? | don't believe so, but those are things Working on,
on a day-to-day basis.

Question re:  Whitehorse Correctional Centre
programming

Ms. Moorcroft: We have heard concerns that the new
Whitehorse Correctional Centre isn't as completéhasminis-
ter believes. The open visiting room, a featuréhefnew facil-
ity that supports inmates to visit with their faied and keep
connected to their community, isn’t yet open. Tkallng room
hasn't been used. The library isn't yet availalde ihmates to
read books or magazines, and currently no new prograre
being offered. This is making the transition to tiev facility
difficult for staff and inmates alike. Can the nsitar tell us
when the entire WCC facility will be available fdre use of

Mr. Speaker, inmates have been calling thenmates, staff and family visitors?
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Hon. Mr. Nixon:
question. | want to reiterate — because it seeras ttiey're
getting a lot of information from phone calls cogifrom in-
mates — about programming and so on and so fodhsured
the member opposite not very long ago that the naraging
will be rolled out in due time. They're moving ingonew facil-
ity. We need to look at all of the angles in opgrénnew facil-
ity. You don’t just move in and everything’s workiand oper-
ating perfectly. That doesn’t happen when you miowe a
house — whether it's new or old.

I'm going to reiterate — and I'll reiterate overdover
again — we have staff working in a new facility. ejhhave
been trained; they have done role-playing and tiese been
extremely proactive. We have first-class manageraprhere,
and | can assure members that it is the Whiteh@oseectional
Centre staff and the correctional staff who arerafirey that
building. It is not the inmates who are operatihig tuilding.
Il continue to work like that. I'd be quite coamed if | were
seeing otherwise, Mr. Speaker.

Ms. Moorcroft: | can certainly agree with the minis-
ter that a facility is unable to operate perfeatllyen, in fact,
several areas of the facility are not yet in ussstlweek, when
| asked the minister what new programs are beirfgred at
Whitehorse Correctional Centre, he told me thatFitst Na-
tions have been there, front and centre” and ar@ved in the
development and delivery of First Nation programgnin

The Whitehorse Correctional Centre elders advisom-
mittee has not yet been to the facility to usertinew office
and elder-friendly meeting space, and the eldex® heat to
talk with the inmates who were moved in on March-4513
days ago. Will the minister undertake to arrangeépresenta-
tives of the elders advisory committee to meet whehinmates
before the end of the week, and to arrange forlaegelders
visits, to help both the staff and the inmatesmythis difficult
transition period?

Hon. Mr. Nixon: As | mentioned in my previous
statement and in meetings, the Whitehorse correatitacility,
as with any other building that's YG or people lve gallery or
business people, in opening up a new facility orimg into a
new facility, there are tweaks. You always findntfg that
aren’t quite working as you had hoped. We're in finecess
right now of moving forward and getting away — legs re-
solving some of those issues that have happenethearp. |
think the big issue here is that they'll continoeahswer phone
calls from inmates. The inmates are trying to Betgarameters
in the facility. As | have instructed our staff thle Whitehorse
Correctional Centre and the first class managertesarh that
we have up there, they are in charge of Whiteh@seec-
tional Centre. Okay? I'm not going to micromanaben, as
we’ve seen from the opposition, where they're agKor how
much somebody spent on peanuts on one day and hml m
they spent on accommodations the next day. We'tenwing
in that direction.

| have professionals up there. They'll continuevturk, as
directed, and they’ll move out programming in dimeet as they
see fit. It's not a switch — you don’t turn on theitch when
we move into a new correctional facility and evhiyy is set

| thank the member opposite for her up and programming is rolled out. This stuff wikhgpen in

time. The Whitehorse correctional staff will contento operate
the facility.

Ms. Moorcroft: Mr. Speaker, the minister needs to
explain why he is standing in this House and tglline public
that new programming is being offered, when at phesent
time there are, in fact, no programs being offécethmates at
the Correctional Centre. The minister also need@xpbain why
they haven’t hired more staff to be able to delipeograms.
There were two years to plan for the move to the faility,
to hire more staff and to develop programming tivaiuld
benefit the inmates and staff alike. That's notnaicanaging;
that's the minister’s responsibility.

Can the minister tell us when they will be abled&iver
programs at Whitehorse Correctional Centre, antlheildirect
his officials to offer interim programming, eversibnly to be
able to get books and magazines to read?

Hon. Mr. Nixon; In addressing the member opposite
again, | will reiterate that it is the staff of théhitehorse cor-
rectional facility that is operating WCC. They widketermine
when it is appropriate to start programming, suelsraudging,
which started on Monday. They will move in as thsuies are
being resolved. They will move forward and roll dbe pro-
gramming as they see fit in due time, and | domjext that
will be a lot of time. | would hope that over thexth two to
three weeks we will see things like that beingewlout.

As for specifics on programming, | did mention teet
member opposite last week or the week before soirtbeo
programming that is going to be offered at WhiteskoCorrec-
tional Centre: substance abuse programming; angerage-
ment programming; spousal assault programming; adeafs
fending programming; mental health services; caltactivi-
ties; Alcoholics Anonymous and so on. Those willdoening
out in due time, but right now, with the openingtbe new
facility, it is about safety and security of botretinmates and
the staff.

Speaker:
elapsed.
We will proceed to Orders of the Day.

ORDERS OF THE DAY

The time for Question Period has now

OPPOSITION PRIVATE MEMBERS’ BUSINESS

MOTIONS OTHER THAN GOVERNMENT MOTIONS
Motion No. 65 — adjourned debate

Clerk: Motion No. 65, standing in the name of Ms.
Hanson; adjourned debate.

Mr. Elias: It is a pleasure to rise again in the House to
address the motion. This motion was brought forwardhe
floor of the House in the fall of 2011 sessiongliéve. | would
just like to read the motion:

THAT this House establish a Select Committee on &&m
ratic Reform to meaningfully consult Yukoners dgrithe
spring and summer of 2012 for the purpose of réngiviews
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and opinions of Yukoners and interest groups onnsi@d im-
proving our democracy, including, but not limited t

(1) reviewing electoral processes and amendmentiet
Elections Act

(2) consideration of fixed election dates;

(3) consideration of proportional representation;

THAT the membership of the Committee be comprisid
equal representation from the Government caucesQffficial
Opposition caucus and the Third Party caucus toebermined
by the Premier, the Leader of the Official Oppasitand the
Leader of the Third Party;

THAT the Select Committee on Democratic Reform repo
to the House its findings and recommendations tes than the
2013 Spring Sitting of the Legislative Assembly;

THAT the Committee have the power to call persqas,
pers and records and to sit during intersessicer@gs; and

THAT the Clerk of the Legislative Assembly be resgi-
ble for providing the necessary support servicahéoCommit-
tee.

| believe that was the end of the motion.

As far as the Liberal caucus is concerned with eesfo
this motion — first of all, it's important to recoize that | re-
spect the intent of the motion, and | commend thesmifder for
Whitehorse Centre for putting this motion forwabgcause it
recognizes that there is an issue for a lot of Ygke — not
only in our capital city, but in rural Yukon as Wwdlhave heard
over my tenure six years that we need some sarhafige. In
saying that, however, | do take issue with a cowfl@oints
within the motion that | cannot support on the flad the
House today. I'll go through a couple of them.

One of them is with respect to item (3). It sayise“con-
sideration of proportional representation”. | haveouple of
issues here.

One, if we go to proportional representation, agands in
the definition of “proportional representation”, miging will
not have representation as a special riding withis Legisla-
tive Assembly. | guarantee you my constituents afmit
Gwitchin and my constituents of Old Crow will whbkartedly
endorse me voting against this motion because af riight
there. Secondly, it assumes what the solution dsitis look-
ing for Yukoners to validate it, and | have a peshlwith that
as well.

Now on the bigger picture. Previous to the electibwas
our caucus’ policy — and we did put it in our elent plat-
form, which I'll read into the record today. Und&epresenta-
tive and Accessible” responsible governance, wee teabullet
that says: “Building on the community leadership Yafkon
citizens for electoral reform by establishing adependent and
representative citizens’ commission on electoridrre, with a
mandate to research various options and to infamnwell as
consult the public.”

There are a couple of important issues that we havep-
resent here. When we talk about a motion that tablaut our
democratic responsibilities within the western jpankentary
system — and when we talk about voters’ rights, wive talk
about false majority governments, when we talk aletectoral
reform, when we talk about our electoral systento-me, this

power belongs in the hands of the people — theesis of this
territory. This power has no place being condudigclected
officials. Elected officials should not be the oreading this
process. When we talk about grassroots democracthat
should be led by grassroots Yukoners, not eledfédads. It is
not our caucus policy to pre-empt public solutidmssuch an
important democratic matter.

| realize the intent of the motion. We in the Liblecaucus
cannot support it for a number of reasons, andoeHbom spell-
ing them out.

There is a petition out there that has been sigezhdy,
as | understand, by thousands of Yukoners. Theaepstition
out there that is going to end up, ultimately, be floor of this
Assembly for us as elected officials to deal withn going to
read the “therefore” of this petition that's goitg end up on
the floor of this House for us to deal with as &doofficials. It
says:

“THEREFORE, the undersigned ask the Yukon Legisla-

tive Assembly to recognize the will of the undergd, and in
doing so to establish a citizen’s commission talgtin depth
our current electoral system, alongside alternatlectoral
systems; and after having studied the questioneutt@ral re-
form in Yukon, this citizen’s commission shall makecom-
mendations to the Yukon Legislative Assembly.”

So now, if | compare what's out there, and whatitamds
of Yukoners have already put their name to, to hation
that’s on the floor of the House today, they'radirect conflict.

Those are some of the points | want to put on libar fto-
day, because this petition that’s circulating axboar territory
— in rural Yukon and in our capital city — is goimg end up
on the floor of this Assembly and we had better pasious
credence to that petition when it hits the flootlo$ Assembly.

I have said this before and | will say it again:epbthe
course of my time here, I've pointed in the direntiof — |
believe it is New Zealand. They have gone througs proc-
ess. | believe it is in Scotland. | believe it isthe aboriginal
people and the Maori. | believe this has gone thinoin the
creation of the territory of Nunavut. There are pates out
there that should this ever come to — whether it ebe
referendum or however Yukoners choose — their deaoydo
make decisions on behalf of the greater good. Theee
examples out there. | have looked at some of tlaewh,some of
them are quite unique. Some of them are sculptédetmeeds
of those regions.

So, again, | appreciate the intent of this motidn.
understand that it is trying to address what aofo¥ukoners
feel is lacking in our territory in terms of ourrdecracy. | tend
to agree with some of the points that Yukoners Haeeight to
my attention over the years.

However, Motion No. 65, as it stands and as it seéght
now, cannot be supported by our caucus. Again, \lebe
dealing with a petition that is out there. We néeddo this
properly and we need to do this with as much dcstafinom
elected officials as possible, because it's my qu@ak opinion
that elected officials shouldn't be the ones whmlaading this
type of electoral reform in our system in our temy. Again,
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this is the type of power that belongs in the hasfdbe people.
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: Electoral reform in the Yukon
was included in the Yukon Party’'s 2002 electiontfplan.
Subsequently, the Yukon Party government appoiatednior
advisor on electoral reform who issued a final repo Febru-
ary 1, 2005. While recognizing that some Yukonemsl foas-
sionately about electoral reform, the report recemded that
the political parties focus on legislative renewather than
electoral reform.

The Yukon Party, in its two subsequent electiorifpiens
in 2006 and 2011, has done exactly that.

In the section, “Practicing Open, Accountable, &ilyc
Responsible Government” the Yukon Party committegbro-
moting consensus building, collaboration and commise,
rather than confrontation in government, and wakia im-
prove the conduct and decorum of members in theoNleg-
islative Assembly. Three successive Yukon Partyegowments
followed through on their election platform comménts and
focused on legislative renewal. Yukon Party govesnhrein-
vigorated the Public Accounts Committee that hadl leen
functioning properly. A Yukon Party government éditthed
an all-party standing committee to oversee Yukovegament
appointments to government boards and committeas Hths
been included in the Standing Orders of the Yukegislative
Assembly for years, but never implemented by thevipus
NDP or Liberal governments — even though they cottedi
to it.

A Yukon Party government passed more unanimous
tions on matters of importance to Yukoners by wagkin col-
laboration with the Official Opposition and the TdiParty
than any previous government in the history of Yukon Leg-
islative Assembly.

I question if, under electoral reform, the peopié/antut
Gwitchin or other rural ridings would continue toj@y such a
level of representation as, again, proportionalresgntation
would result in reduced rural representation.

We also note that there are other Yukoners who cateo
for abandoning party politics completely and chaggio a
system similar to that used in N.W.T. and Nunavut.

While we respect both viewpoints and appreciateoaay
who contributes to the discussion about improving woting
system, we are focused on working on the priorities told
Yukoners we would focus on. Our priorities inclubealth
care, land availability and affordability, educatioeconomic
diversification, infrastructure, justice, supportsr children
with disabilities, helping seniors, among otherbede priori-
ties are identified in the Yukon Party 2011 elettjglatform
“Moving Forward Together,” as well as in the throsggeech
delivered last fall in this House.

We appreciate the passionate commitment of citizgmns
advocate for electoral reform, but we will contirteefocus on
delivering the commitments we made to Yukoners.

We are committed to reviewing the report of thee€hi
electoral officer of the 2011 election, once cortgde and to
working with all members of the Legislative Asseynbd de-
termine if improvements to tHelections Acshould be made.

Improvements can often be accomplished, not by com-
pletely dismantling the old system, but by refiningCertainly,
it is true that the advances made in law wouldb®opossible if
every time a decision was rendered, with whichltisers dis-
agreed, the losers rejected the legitimacy of thets and de-

mananded sweeping changes. My point, Mr. Speakehas in

pursuing improvements to our system, we ought togeize
both the weaknesses and the strengths of the ¢twystem. |
would like to thank the staff of Elections Yukon evivorked
so hard during the campaign. | think there are se@meas

The Yukon Party government established more allypar where we could improve the ability of Yukoners tgoy and

committees of the Legislature to conduct publicstotation on
matters of importance to Yukoners, such as thesantiking
legislation, human rights, whistle-blower protentidshe Land-

exercise their democratic right. But overall, thaffsof Elec-
tions Yukon did an excellent job and was very veeflanized.
Thank you, Mr. Speaker, for the opportunity to dpea

lord and Tenant Acand the safe operation and use of off-roadViotion No. 65. | thank the member for bringing thietion to

vehicles. The motion today on whistle-blower prétat is
continuing that tradition. Our government is gotogcontinue
to work with all members of the House, regardlessuwr dif-
ferences in political philosophy, to act in the jinterest by
cooperation to effect positive changes in a matibere we
conduct public business in the Yukon. We respdanambers
of this House.

Meanwhile, we still recognize that there are Yuksngho
believe that an electoral system that provides qgntamal rep-
resentation to political parties based on a padkiare of popu-
lar vote would be better than the Yukon’s currgrgtem. Un-
der proportional representation, the ridings of ndike and
Vuntut Gwitchin may not, based strictly on popudati merit
their own seats in this Chamber. Yet I'm sure evagmber in
this House agrees, in fact, that both ridings deseszpresenta-
tion here because of their unique situations. ¢ alslieve that
we would all agree that we are enriched by theveglecontri-
butions made by their members.

the House today, but we will not be supporting thigtion.

Ms. White: It is my honour to rise and speak to this
important motion that would create a select congritvf the
Legislative Assembly to consult with Yukoners oreithde-
mocracy. In preparing for this important debatewbmur de-
mocracy and democratic reform, | had a look indrationary
for some definitions. Here is a definition of “decnacy”: “A
government by the people; a form of government liictv the
supreme power is vested in the people and exerdisectly by
them or by their elected agents under a free el@ctystem”;
and, “A state of society characterized by formaliaiyy of
rights and privileges.” Here's the definition oféhocratic”:
“Pertaining to or of the nature of democracy; peitey to or
characterized by the principle of political or siaéquality for
all”; and, “advocating or upholding democracy”. Hear the
definition for reform: the improvement or amendmehtwhat
is wrong, corrupt, unsatisfactory, et cetera; targe to a better
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state, form, et cetera; improve by alteration, stigon or
abolition.” | believe that it is important to stawrith these very
heavy definitions. The Canadian people believeamalcracy.
In our history, Canadians have died in wars toqaded our
democracy. Canadians have been sent to foreigrs landur
belief that our Canadian values of fairness, freedod de-
mocracy are good things that we all wish for evegyolt
comes from an inherent belief that people shouldree —
free to choose who represents them, free to vbier tinhap-
piness and anger when their government does rten lis- and
here we are.

Yukoners feel that they aren’t being heard, thatego-
ment has stopped listening. Yukoners feel disecfrsed —
that no matter what they say or how loud they dayt just
does not matter. Yukoners feel frustrated; disitined. They
no longer trust. Yukoners have turned their backspoliti-
cians. They have turned their backs on politics.up to all of
us as elected officials to stop and listen to vthay’re saying.
It's our obligation to restore the public’s trustdaconfidence in
their government. This won't be easy. It will tatkeme. For far
too long, we haven't listened. We haven't heard twwhay're
saying. We need to engage the public. We needvi® thiem
the chance to tell us what's broken and how thegtvtdixed.
The process starts by respecting the public — mgetheir
views and their experiences — and ensuring thagiwe them
the forum in which to speak. That's what this motis all
about.

This isn't a radical plan. Passing this motion vebstart a
conversation with Yukoners on whether we need tkema
changes to our democracy. We certainly have soefengnces
in the NDP caucus.

For example, we tend to agree with citizens whtoze
the first-past-the-post system as not the besttwaglect rep-
resentatives and reflect the diversity of opinibattexists in
our territory. That may be the take as the Officydposition,
but we are not calling for this motion. We are nheteying to
get a conversation started to go out and canvasnark and
their views on many matters of our democracy: Canmake
improvements to our elections process? Should we figed
election dates like in other jurisdictions? Showd explore
different ways to select representatives?

In other places in the world, things have chanyéd.need
to study models in other places, keeping in mind special
situation in the Yukon. It would then be up to tHeuse to
decide what to do. Any changes should then go hadke
people in the form of a referendum. We are optimist we
were optimistic — that given the Premier’'s pledgeconduct
affairs in a more constructive, cooperative maniiat this
motion would be supported, and | am sad to heaiitthall not
be.

Our democracy needs continuous renewal, regulackehe
ups. Democracy is not static. The late Todd Hawthye cham-
pioned many democratic reform initiatives, spokeoaf de-
mocracy as a garden, a garden that needs to hiwatedt to
flourish. There are some worrying signs that thasdgn is in
need of some major work. We have voter apathy andvbter
turnout. We have got voter suppression tactics. denot

know about election financing. We have an unele@Gedate
packed with friends of the current government.

There were issues coming out of the last territ@fection
back in October. Some citizens wrote letters togtigor with
perceived problems with our election process thdttd disen-
franchisement. It would have been good to go oth e se-
lect committee right after the election to canvablig opinion,
to find out how people felt. There were enumeraissnies. We
heard complaints in the media and from individuhkt there
are a number of Yukoners who were not enumerateeob
able to vote on election day because they coulfitntk some-
one within their poll to vouch for them, whetheeyhknew
them or not. Sometimes they had to be right adfwsstreet in
order to be in that same poll. Does that seem fair?

Lists of electors were not provided electronicahythe
Yukon in 2012. They are still handwritten and thieates
problems for parties — all parties — in terms ofadentry and
legibility problems, among others; problems forties, elec-
tors and especially polling clerks. Why are we tsigr from
scratch every election? Maybe we need a permaisinthht
gets additions or subtractions. | think the seleammittee
would gather important points from citizens on peolis with
the election process.

We heard stories of enumerators talking to oneqpeirs a
residence and just simply taking their word thaéfor six peo-
ple within that household were eligible to votetheut any
requirement that they show identification but, decgon day,
a person not enumerated had to have ID and sonteoper-
sonally vouch for them.

We know that enumerators collected the first ihitithe
first name. This created problems on election déh Varge
families or common names. These are just a few phesnjust
to give you an idea of what we've heard — and {ikell par-
ties heard in the last election.

We've also heard about difficulties in voting aftgrecial
revision. Voters needed to bring ID and, again, eome to
their poll to vouch for them. In other jurisdictigrfederal elec-
tions — B.C. and Ontario — they have a less cundmeesway
to deal with those not enumerated while still eimguthat the
system is legitimate and secure.

We need to ask the question of how effective oureru
rules are, in terms of ensuring that poor or hosseMukoners
or transient Yukoners are not disenfranchised they get left
behind. We heard that in Whitehorse Centre — teamigpeople
were told that the political parties should be tmes to enu-
merate them — that they should go out, they shéinttithem
and they should take them in to get them enumerdted se-
lect committee would provide a great opportunitytfee public
to have a say — to be heard — and | think they ddwlve a
lot to say about improving our election process.

There has been a steady flow of letters to theoedibout
all things democratic. Fair Vote Yukon put out ditpEn to
move toward a consensus-based proportional eléctygsgem.
They got a lot of signatures. They point out tHattmee mod-
ern democracies, Canada being one, use proportiatadg
systems.
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The public has a lot to say about the current magelise
to select representatives and whether there isttarbgay to
ensure the diversity of opinion in the territoryéflected in the
decisions made here in the House. This was a sistpfe— a
simple step to talk to Yukoners about democracy. ¢&e’t
measure the appetite for change without startiegctinversa-
tion. Now, knowing that that conversation won't bad, it is
too bad. | support this motion.

Hon. Mr. Cathers: | will just rise briefly to speak on
this. We are interested in expediting debate aritingeon to
other motions today. A couple of things that | wbploint out
that the Member for Takhini-Kopper King mentioned her
remarks and | think should be specifically notethit, in fact,

we'd focus on and that we campaigned on in the 2fteral
election and outlined in our platform. Again, wepgegriate
those who provide constructive input on this issue who
advocate for their point of view around how to iy our
democracy. Even if we disagree with their opiniae, do ap-
preciate that and think that citizen debate andesitdialogue
around where our system could perhaps be impravathiays
a good thing if it is done constructively and regfpd of eve-
ryone else’s viewpoint.

Speaker: If the member now speaks, she will close
debate. Are there any other members who wish toebed?

Ms. Hanson: Well, that is a disappointing turn of

the Elections Actissues are something that — the Chief Elecevents. | had hoped, after we introduced this matioDecem-

toral Officer will be doing a report on the 2011ngeal election
and making recommendations on where she belieasirti
provements can perhaps be made. That is somethatgill
be presented to all members of the Assembly ane thél be
an opportunity to review it. As a result of reviefwsm previ-
ous elections and feedback from MLAs and candidates
were not successful in the 2006 election, changas wade to
theElections Actast time to allow for swear-in at the polls.

The issue the Member for Mcintyre-Takhini mentiomed
garding some people not being able to swear inei touldn't
have someone to vouch for them doesn’t take intowat the
fact that from 1982 — | believe it was — until 2Qiflsome-
one showed up at the polls and wasn’t on the vdistsn a
territorial election, it didn’t matter how many pes of ID they
had or how many people they had to vouch for théey sim-
ply did not have the opportunity to vote. So thlaarge was,
through discussion by this Assembly, made. That arasm-
provement that was intended to allow more peopi®te.

The voter turnout in the Yukon increased actuaty2011
compared to 2006, contrary to the member’s staterabout
declining voter turnout. Part of that was relatedswvear-in at
the polls, but if the member looks at the numbtrere is an
additional increase beyond what's accounted fosWwgar-ins
at the polls, demonstrating increased interest bkoYi citizens
in going out to exercise their democratic right.

The Yukon’s numbers, I'd also note, comparativelttie
rest of the country — in federal elections, | betieghe number
was 61 percent, or roughly around the 60-percentknma
terms of overall voter turnout across the courifiye Yukon'’s
average from the last election was almost 75 péreeter
turnout. In some ridings, we had over 80 perceténturnout,
so again, some of the comparisons and analogiesdhgber is
drawing to national numbers aren’t reflective oé tiukon
situation.

As the Premier noted in his remarks, we very muymbrex
ciate the people who passionately support charméiset sys-
tem, which would strengthen the influence of thetypaote
within the system. We also respect those who takeopposite
view and would like to see it move away from papblitics
completely, but each government, each party canp actom-
plish a certain number of things within a mandafée’re
committed to focusing on the things that we toldkd¥ners

ber and spoke to it at fair length during the lidige session,
that there may have been some thought given toisthees
raised. As my colleague from Takhini-Kopper Kingshsaid,
these issues are not simple. What | would like dmtpout to
the members as | close debate on this motion tfetlIquite
strongly about — | would not have brought it fordiaf | did
not feel passionate about it. In response to thasteir oppo-
site, yes, it is one thing to say that it is quatgood thing for
citizens to raise these issues, but — you know Whdte his-
tory and the pattern of behaviour of this governtisn“Talk
all you want; we are not going to listen.” You kneélis? It is
like the things that kids used to say.
Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

Point of order

Speaker:
der.

Hon. Mr. Cathers: The member is imputing un-
avowed motives and actions to the government. Shelking
statements that are not factual. She suggestshbagovern-
ment is not listening to the citizens, which iswenuch con-
trary to the facts and is expressing a motive eoytio the way
in which, in fact, we operate. That of course iflinad under
Standing Order 19(g), which speaks to imputing omaed
motives to another member.

Ms. Hanson: Mr. Speaker, there are no imputed mo-
tives. | am just merely making an observation.

Mr. Elias: Mr. Speaker, | do believe that the Leader of
the Official Opposition referred to the governmesmd not a
specific member. The Standing Order says, “imptaése or
unavowed motives to another member”. | believe shi
“government” and | believe this is a dispute betweembers.

Government House Leader, on a point of or-

Speaker’s ruling

Speaker:  There is no point of order. The Leader of the
Official Opposition was merely expressing her peeddeel-
ings on the government’s actions.

Ms. Hanson: Maybe, Mr. Speaker, | will speak first
of all to the position established by, or set oytlie Premier,
and in a moment | will speak a little bit about gwncern that
was raised by the Member for Vuntut Gwitchin, buhihk, in
reflecting on this, this concern about how our deracy works
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in this territory and how it works in Canada didattse in De-
cember. This is not an issue that just sort ofrepfaom disaf-
fected individuals in this territory.

Mr. Speaker, among others, | have participated oker
past year or two in some meetings held by citizertgch led
to the formation of a Fair Vote Yukon chapter.

One of the documents that a former Commissionehief
territory helped to put together was a brief higtof electoral
reform. It's fairly interesting to me, and I'm sute all mem-
bers of this Legislative Assembly, to realize andhink about
the fact that in 2001, my predecessor, the formemider for
Whitehorse Centre, along with another colleaguseaeched a
paper entitled,The Right to Have Your Vote Coulitt was a
background paper on electoral reform. So we'reinglkll
years ago when people were getting serious abeuhd¢led to
think about how our representative democracy wankshis
territory.

In 2002, three independent MLAs travelled to thekofu
communities to discuss electoral reform and I'mdgia recog-
nize one of them in the Legislative Assembly hedsay in the
visitors, gallery: Don Roberts. Thank you very mdoh your
work way back then.

In 2002 — and this is very interesting to me — Yhkon
Party election platform promised, upon formationgaivern-
ment, to strike an independent commission of aiszto hold
public consultations on electoral reform in the ¥nk— some-
thing that the Member for Vuntut Gwitchin was aadjifor. It
would have been nice, wouldn't it?

This commitment was reiterated in the February2003,
Speech from the Throne and in a speech by theRhemier to
the Whitehorse Chamber of Commerce. They committed
forming an independent commission of citizens. \al it
have been nice? Yes, he did. It's unfortunate.ttits bad the
minister — or the representative from Old Crow —diva paid
attention to that one.

Unfortunately, because of the history of the Yulearty
and how they approach these things, instead, hawame this
commitment in 2002 — reiterated in 2003 — in Juh@@D4,
they appointed an individual to provide recommeiuahat re-
lated to the mandate and operation of a Yukon elatteform
commission and how the Yukon public can be involvagtll,
we all know where that went. After spending sonmeetiob-
serving what was going on in British Columbia aearex-
pense to the Yukon taxpayer, this individual predda final
report recommending that Yukon not proceed witictelal
reform — not a discussion within the LegislativesAmbly;
not a discussion with the public — an individualedaRy?
That's democratic process?

In 2005, in September of that year, the then Pretoid
the Whitehorse Stathat Yukon doesn’t need electoral reform.
In response to that, Yukon Citizens for Electoraéfdm
launched a petition calling for establishment of elactoral
commission and a referendum process to choose farnge
system. That petition contained the signature)0fYukoners.
So there have been many, many attempts.

The approach that the NDP has taken in proposisgitas
not to suggest that we had the answer. What weayiag is

that Yukoners have some deeply felt, passionatesvan how
our representation for a territory of 35,000 peoptelld be
more effectively conducted; how we can ensure ¢lvaty sin-
gle person, every person with the right to vot¢his territory,
feels not only that they have that right but feempelled to
exercise that right. That is a healthy democracy.

I heard the concerns being expressed by the Mefaber
Vuntut Gwitchin, assuming that the outcome of thisuld
wipe off the map the electoral district of Vuntuwighin or
now, as the Premier is suggesting, Klondike — wedly know
what, that is just such a far-fetched kind of id@éth the cur-
rent regime that we have in the Yukon governmer,take
pains to ensure representation by ensuring thaihose geo-
graphic regions we have representation. | wouldiragsthat
the citizens of this territory would take that irtonsideration.
At minimum for Yukon elections, there has to beiaimum of
76 electors in Old Crow to conduct an electionoh’tl think
that would change; that’s not what we are talkibgud. We are
talking about providing citizens an opportunity éagage in
that discussion and to have their voices hearthddernize the
electoral system and the process of democracysnétritory.

So, in closing, as | commend this motion — Motion. N
65 — to the Legislative Assembly, | have to say tham re-
minded of a famous son of the Klondike, Pierre &grtiwho
wrote a book quite a long time ago. In it, he wasadibing a
certain approach to decision-making, and the boak walled
The Smug Minorityln fact, | think the smug minority could
really classify or describe the situation that vewdnnow in the
electoral system — a smug minority that gets th@ritg gov-
ernment with a minority. It is unfortunate that gide opposite
has not the creativity nor the compassion or thesipa to lis-
ten to Yukoners. The Yukon NDP and the Official @giion
will stand committed to listening to Yukoners amdworking
on their behalf. Thank you.

Speaker:  Are you prepared for the question?

Some Hon. Members:  Division.

Division
Speaker:  Division has been called.
Bells

Speaker:
proceed.

Mr. Clerk, please poll the House.

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: Disagree.

Hon. Mr. Cathers: Disagree.

Hon. Ms. Taylor: Disagree.

Hon. Mr. Graham: Disagree.

Hon. Mr. Kent: Disagree.

Hon. Mr. Nixon: Disagree.

Ms. McLeod: Disagree.

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: Disagree.

Hon. Mr. Dixon: Disagree.

Mr. Hassard: Disagree.

Ms. Hanson: D’accord.

Mr. Tredger: Agree.

Ms. Moorcroft: Agree.

If it is agreeable to House Leaders, we will
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Ms. White: Agree.
Ms. Stick: Agree.
Mr. Barr: Agree.
Mr. Elias: Disagree.
Mr. Silver: Disagree.
Clerk: Mr. Speaker, the results are six yea, 12 nay.

Speaker:
tived.
Motion No. 65 negatived

Motion No. 80

Clerk:
Elias.

Speaker:

THAT this House urges the Minister of Aboriginalfaifs
and Northern Development Canada to ensure the piope
plementation of the Nutrition North Canada progrédmat de-
livers healthy foods to citizens living in Old CrpWukon by:

(1) ensuring the Nutrition North Canada programniudes
a personal shipping transportation subsidy from téftdrse to
Old Crow of “nutritious perishable foods”, “non-jmrable
foods”, “non-food items” and “essential non-foo@nts” for
the residents of Old Crow via Air North at a co$tsd80 per
kilogram for Level 1 foods and $2.15 for Level 2(fs;

(2) ensuring that any surcharge or tax associaitd the
shipping of personal orders is incurred by the Natr North
Canada program and not the citizens of Old Crow; an

(3) maintaining a transportation subsidy that isneus-
tered by Air North with the company being accoutdathi-
rectly to the Department of Aboriginal Affairs amibrthern
Development Canada.

Mr. Elias:
that | stand to once again represent my constisueith regard
to the newly implemented Nutrition North Canadagpemn. |

Motion No. 80, standing in the name of Mr.

It's with a renewed sense of vigour and zeal

they correct. Having one store in Old Crow from efhiour
citizens can purchase foods is inadequate to sale#st.

Two years ago | travelled to Ottawa and asked theds
ing Committee on Aboriginal Affairs and Northern \i2éop-
ment that the program have enough flexibility toimtein the
personal shipping transportation subsidy from Wiotse, our

The nays have it. | declare the motion nega-capital city, to Old Crow for nutritious, perishablood, non-

food items, non-perishable foods and essentialfaod-items
via Air North, Yukon’s airline. | also asked thégettransporta-
tion subsidy be maintained and administered by Marth,
removing Canada Post from the picture altogethéth the
airline being directly accountable to the DeparttmehAbo-
riginal Affairs and Northern Development. Implidit this task

Itis moved by the Leader of the Third Party is the ability for our community members of Old @rto pur-

chase affordable healthy foods from wherever theyose in
Whitehorse and to take those healthy choices to Marth,

which provides the only and most direct transpataservice
route possible to get the healthy foods to the efintables of
my constituents in Old Crow. We feel this commutigsed
solution to address this major flaw in the NutritiNorth Can-
ada program is the best way to fulfill the prograhjectives,
and nothing has changed. There is a cost to a dlgwegram
being implemented in an isolated northern commuaitgt the
cost is a healthy community, the cost is socia,dbst is finan-
cial, the cost is individual health, and we can dese costs
becoming very prevalent in my community of Old Crtvwese
days.

It is my hope that today our united message from th
Yukon Territory will provide the necessary justdton for a
change in mandate, a program exemption and fléyibib
fully meet the Nutrition North Canada program olijexs, thus
helping to maintain our strong, vibrant, healthy#as commu-
nity in Old Crow, Yukon.

Previous to the Nutrition North Canada program cami
into effect, | believe we already had a workablstem in the

say that because we have approximately 13 new nenibe Yukon. With some fine tuning, it could have beenreneffi-

the Legislative Assembly. For corporate history poses, |
have brought a similar motion to the floor of thesambly
twice before. Because of its importance, past Atlieshhave
graciously provided unanimous support for my prasiono-
tions with regard to this issue.

As everyone knows, | represent the fly-in-only coamity
of Old Crow. We are the only community in the tenry that
can benefit from the Nutrition North Canada programd |
want to begin by expressing my community’s apptéemia The
old federal food subsidy program was an investnlenteant a
great deal to my constituents, and my constituaigh to once
again benefit from a similar program when the Niani North
Canada program is properly implemented.

My testimony to you today, Mr. Speaker, will fooots the
Nutrition North Canada program objective to enstinat
healthy foods are more accessible and affordableutocom-
munity of Old Crow.

Two years ago, Mr. Speaker, my constituents predict

that the Nutrition North Canada program objectiwesild not
be achieved should the program be implementedysalela

retail subsidy as of April 1, 2011, and, boy, Mpe8ker, were

cient and cost-effective. My constituents are weimgewhat
the Department of Aboriginal Affairs and Northerre\2lop-
ment Canada was actually trying to fix in the Yukaith the
cost-cutting measures, coupled with the level arbaul in the
food mail program that is considered to be excessivd un-
necessary by my constituents.

I'd like all members to imagine the families ane ingle
mothers and our elders who are on a fixed inconteliae in
Old Crow and are trying to raise their families whee jug of
milk costs $14 and a small box of laundry soaps644 and a
loaf of bread just over $5.

I can go on and on about the cost of fruits ancetadges,
but there are enough members in this House whadyrknow
of what | speak. The Nutrition North Canada progré&m
viewed as a step backward and a disservice to @aninity.
It has been almost a year since its implementatiod, we live
it every day. A program should get better whers iteviewed
and not worse.

The motion | put forward today is a continuation cafr
community’s effort to reaffirm our territory’s comtment and
unanimous support to fix this problem and to mawevard to
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the proper implementation of the Nutrition Northn@da pro-
gram. This is basically how it used to work in @@mmunity
of Old Crow. Residents of my community of Old Creither
phone their families in our capital city of Whitegke, phone
food distributors with a food list, or travel toetltapital city to
shop at the stores they wanted to shop in for tbet rafford-
able and healthy foods. We had a variety, and nmwnaunity
members are forced to shop at one store in Old Crow

Whether it was one of the larger food stores, rifgbin
Porter Creek to Riverdale, or the Alpine Bakerhealth food
stores or the local pharmacies or even Riversidec&y, for
that matter — wherever — we had variety and acdess
healthy foods. We would then take our food to Awortd, the
subsidy would be calculated at the Air North hangerd the
food was treated as priority and shipped to OldwCas soon as
possible to get to the dinner tables of our farsilie

We don't ship our foods from Yellowknife. We doship
our foods from Inuvik. We don't ship our foods frdbawson
City, and we sure don’t shi our food from EdmontanVan-
couver, as suggested in some of my meetings witiw@t bu-
reaucrats. For us to get healthy, affordable fandsur tables,
our capital city — Whitehorse — is it.

| received a couple of phone calls before Christnaasi
my constituents wanted me to actually show thegt§&anada
on television what exactly the issue was for ud,did that.

I bought Christmas dinner for a constituent andWited
the Aboriginal Peoples Television Network to follame from
shopping to shipping. We actually compared theggsriof the
old food mail program and the new Nutrition Nortlarada
program. | bought $101.13 worth of Christmas dinsigoplies
at a store here in our capital city. We're talkthg basics here,
Mr. Speaker — a turkey with some trimmings. It cos $90-
plus to ship that Christmas dinner to Old Crow wtitle new
Nutrition North Canada program. Previous to thisthwthe
food mail program, it would have cost me around.$40

stituents approximately $96 under the Nutrition tho€anada
program and that same type A box from the old fol pro-
gram used to cost my constituents $40.75.

We can see that it is approximately 137 percentenfior
anyone to ship nutritious perishable foods from atibrse to
Old Crow and approximately 50 percent more for non-
perishable items. This price differential is simfdgffling to
me, Mr. Speaker. As you can see, the Nutrition N@&anada
program falls significantly short of the benefitewously pro-
vided under the federal food mail program.

We want to keep the transportation subsidy for Otdw
and not just give a huge cheque to the corporatials®, we
want to commission Air North to administer the parg. They
have done an excellent job over the decades tbigrgm has
been administered by them, | might add. That istwhae-
flected in the motion on the floor of the Houseapd

For the most part now, especially with people thavg
from Whitehorse to Old Crow just about every singhe of
my constituents has a bag filled with fruits — a&splbananas,
pineapples, oranges, whatever — as their free carritem.
That is the regular order of business now andadukhnot be.
And it is also about care and control. Another abtaristic of
the Nutrition North Canada program is that if someactually
uses the program to ship food to Old Crow, whichlisolutely
rare now because it is not a subsidy at all ancetleeno net-
benefit to my constituents using it — everythings Ha be
weighed and documented, and a receipt has to badpth
which is terribly cumbersome and time consumingd,taanen-
tion the wear and tear on the food products therasel

Now, on to another aspect of how important thisgpam
is and why it is so important with regard to thed®pine cari-
bou herd. This is the second time in five years they did not
migrate past our community of Old Crow when theyeveup-
posed to. As far as food security goes, upwardd0opercent
— obviously it fluctuates from year to year — of mmgmmu-

To prove this — and these are verified numbers andity’s food intake is from the Porcupine caribouche

weights — the food mail rates previous to April2D11, for
what was then called a “type A” box of food — ardttin-
cludes fruits, vegetables, breads, meats, cheegss, enilk,
cereals; the highest level of nutrition — costs copstituents
80 cents per kilogram plus 75 cents per box.

If there is a prolonged absence of the caribouareejust
simply an unhealthy community — cased closed — dhame
the nutritional requirements of our community mensb&o the
access to nutritious perishable foods immediatélgcts the
day-to-day lives of my constituents. It simply cavopds the

For a type B, which basically was canned vegetablesituation ten-fold when the caribou don’t come e new

canned stews, cooking oils, rice, pasta and flooffee and tea
— it costs my constituents $2.15 per kilogram plEscents per
box. This is an important note: the Government afi&la paid
for the associated surcharges and the associated. thlow,
under the Nutrition North Canada program, the datoat to
my constituents for the same — which is now levehgy are
calling it; the same level 1 is now fruits, vegéesh breads,
meats, cheese, eggs, milk, cereals. The custonysr§sacents
per kilogram plus applicable surcharges and GSTedam
actual freight charges. For a level 2 box of fotbd customer
pays $2.63 per kilogram, plus all applicable surgba and
GST based on actual freight charges. So, for exanl50-
kilogram level 1 personal order shipment from Whitese to
Old Crow that is filled with the most healthy footsat my
constituents choose to feed their families, nowtosy con-

program takes away the opportunity and choices rthaton-
stituents had to access healthy foods, and thabasceptable
to me.

I will conclude my comments — and | believe | dat ge
closing comments, right? Mr. Speaker, | will cortgumy
comments for now by saying that when corporationd #ne
federal government have absolute control of heaftnds,
affordability and accessibility, that spells badvedor my con-
stituents in Old Crow. That's the sentiment of mafyour
community members — they feel that some other yeffits
control over their access to healthy foods.

I'll leave members with this sentiment: | wondemhpeo-
ple in Toronto or Ottawa would feel if the costthgir fruits
and vegetables virtually doubled overnight.
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| wonder how acceptable that would be to the iz
those large city centres. | look forward to listenito the sup-
portive comments from other members in the Chantdwaty,
and I'll leave it with that, Mr. Speaker. Thank yeery much.

Mr. Tredger: | rise in support of this motion from the
Leader of the Third Party. From my years of expaein edu-
cation, the positive impact of healthy food on dreh and their
ability to learn cannot be overstated. Nutritioypgrishable
foods constitute a large portion of the healthyt @ik people
need, especially our children and elders, in otdehave the
healthy lifestyle that promotes wellness and helgs/ent dis-
ease.

Access to the right foods enables children to dgve¢he
healthy habits that will support them for a lifeémt has been
demonstrated that children who have a healthy fasaldo
better on standardized tests. The Yukon's FoodL&arning
program is on the right track. They have recogninedimpor-
tance of healthy food to children. They are workingensure
that all children have healthy food each day.

Yukoners in all walks of life are acknowledging ihgpor-
tance of healthy and affordable foods. In the sagie, we in
the NDP support the intention of this motion, whishto en-
sure our citizens in remote communities have thiéityatio
choose healthy eating habits, no matter what theome. We
agree there should continue to be a personal stgpgpanspor-
tation subsidy to enable the residents of Old Ctowhave
healthy foods.

Hon. Mr. Graham: I'll just begin by saying | don’t
think any reasonable person could take issue Wwitability of
all citizens in the Yukon to have access to affbteaealthy
foods. Good nutrition is an important part of everglividual
and community’s health and well-being. It's crudiad healthy
growth and development, effective functioning of thody and
prevention of chronic diseases such as heart dissmad diabe-
tes.

Healthy eating depends on our knowledge of goodi-nut
tion and availability and pricing of healthy food=od security
is foundational to achieving healthy eating; acégssitical.

“Food security” is defined as the ability of allqpde, at all
times, to have physical and economic access tq safficient
and nutritious food to meet dietary needs and peefes, for
an active and healthy life. Nutrition North Canaslaneant to
be a response to food security in the north. Inofyk21 per-
cent of residents experience food insecurity. Tii® much
higher percentage than Canadians in general, wénwenages
about 14 percent. This is in part due to the higgt of living in
the north, high food costs in remote communitied kmited
availability of nutritious food in our rural andmete commu-
nities.

Yukon has in place a nutritional framework, whichd
long-term plan to address the major nutritionaliéss facing
Yukoners in an organized and integrated way. This icol-
laborative effort by multiple stakeholders guidedthe terri-
tory’s registered dietitians. The framework hasrfoutritional
goals: promotion of healthy eating practices; inveraent of

food security; support for special populations aneir nutri-

tional needs; and finally, to address major nuatniéil and health
issues facing Yukoners. Right now | would haveayp that the
food subsidy program operated by the federal gowem does
not support all four of these nutritional goals ritited by

Yukon, especially as it relates to those issuested|to food
security.

A year ago, as the member opposite has statededeeal
government replaced the food mail program with Notr
North Canada. This program continued to subsidiipping
associated with personal food orders. It is nowidliag fund-
ing directly to retailers, wholesalers, processomg distributors
who have applied and have met the program requirenand
entered into an agreement with Aboriginal AffairedaNorth-
ern Development. They felt this would allow retedléo nego-
tiate the best possible price for their consumklkelieve that
the intent was good. The government would pay adridevel
of subsidy to the most nutritious, perishable foddsts, vege-
tables, bread, milk, eggs, meat and cheese. Nashabte
items, such as flour, crackers, frozen foods, &tragwould be
subsidized at a lower rate; however, the realityaf@lace like
Old Crow is that the program is not working anywhaear as
well as it should. Old Crow is unique. It is lancked, where
most of the other communities eligible for the peog are ei-
ther on the coast or have winter roads — not sOldh Crow.
They have, however, added some additional foodsatteaeli-
gible for Old Crow, as they do not have seasondhsa trans-
portation available.

Under the old system, residents of Old Crow coulg b
what they wanted, where they wanted. They coulg slround
for the best prices, as the Member for Vuntut Gh¥itchas
indicated. They could shop at their preferred mendiser,
they could shop locally in Whitehorse, if they sesiled, and
then they would take the goods to Air North whicbuld be
shipped home to Old Crow at a subsidized rate. §jstem
worked.

When the Nutrition North Canada program was finst a
nounced, no Yukon retailers applied to the programyesi-
dents of Old Crow were not benefiting from thiseatnlined
approach. Today, only one firm, AN Food Distribstohas
stepped forward. It is an arm of Air North and ®wnan au-
thorized distributor for the community.

Eighteen months ago, the Legislative Assembly vdted
urge the federal government to keep the transpoantaubsidy
where it belongs — with transportation. Howevesg federal
government did not listen to us and changes toptiogram
were significantly altered, despite recognition thyat same
government that Old Crow is unique.

We support the motion, as tabled by the Membeivian-
tut Gwitchin, and we commit to urging the federal/grnment
to change the implementation of the program toebesttrve the
citizens of our northernmost community and prowitem with
access to healthy food choices.

Clearly, nutrition is linked to personal health auhes,
which, in turn, are significant to our health castem. We
support the call for the inclusion of a personapgimg trans-
portation subsidy from Whitehorse to Old Crow fautnitious,
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perishable foods; non-perishable, non-food itent essential
non-food items, and a commitment from the programdver
the cost of surcharges or tax associated with gigppf per-
sonal orders so that these are not borne solethiébgitizens of
Old Crow. We have committed to supporting Air Noath our
carrier of choice in Yukon, and this is another wag can
demonstrate that support. Thank you.

Ms. Hanson: As Leader of the Official Opposition,
have both a personal history and understandinchefcom-
plexities and the seriousness of this issue. Asciakworker
when | first came to this territory — | won't evesay how
many years ago, but a significant number of then weuld
say they exceed the presence on this earth of btie anem-
bers opposite. We'll put it that way.

I'm very much aware of the fact that, as the Menmfoer
Vuntut Gwitchin spoke to, in times when traditiofi@abds are
not available, the reliance of the community of @dw on
the availability of nutritious foods is just likdd reliance of
you and me. We go to the grocery store and we éxpdouy
food at a reasonable cost. It has been impossihlkjs impos-
sible, for the community and the citizens of Ola®r

The Official Opposition, of course, supports thistion
and would urge the unanimous support by all memblers
would go further, though. It is one thing for themmbers oppo-
site to talk about the importance of and the committ by the
members opposite to urge the Government of Carada this
and that, but | would suggest that this is an isswka situation
where we should be hearing from the Premier thatvitiein
fact call upon and use his much-vaunted relatigns¥ith the
Prime Minister to do something. It is not the pasdanguage
of ensuring or urging them to do something. He dwd in the
past and he has said in the Legislative Assemlalyttiis gov-
ernment has a special relationship with the fedgoaernment.
Let’'s see some action here and see that the peb@#l Crow
actually have access to the foods that they neetivéoa
healthy lifestyle through a program that allowst tteahappen.
As Official Opposition, the Yukon NDP will suppdttiis mo-
tion and we urge all members to do so.

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: I'm honoured to rise today to
support this motion. Certainly I've spoken abou¢ timpor-
tance of affordable healthy food for the peoplé®td Crow on
a number of occasions. | had the pleasure lasttgelae in Old
Crow on two occasions. Of course, both times | wetd the
grocery store and was just astounded by some gpribes of
basic healthy food items.

During conversations, not only with leadership, baing
and talking with people in their homes as well —eisg the
impact of this, because certainly when you haveub more
and more money toward just providing healthy foéatsyour
family, a couple of things happen. You start to poomise on
healthy food, because you can’t afford it or yowéhéess dis-
posable income to allow you and your family to béedo use
that money for other things that are importantans of —
not just financially, but socially as a group arelrg able to
participate or being able to send your kids to dkiror to be

involved in things — you need to be able to haveneyoto do
such things.

So certainly the impact of this is not just finalciThere is
always a social impact when people have to strugmleave
enough money to do what they need to do. So thiaiok is a
very important issue to me and, | believe, to ahmbers of this
House.

We have one community in the Yukon that is involved
the Nutrition North Canada program. | know that fhed mail
program was modified to address some of the isandscon-
cerns that they had in the eastern Arctic. Howelvdon't think
that that was really the case here in the YukonthEomem-
ber’s point — I'm hopeful that we can find a wayeither cre-
ate an exemption or to be able to work togethéelieve that
everyone knows of the strong relationship betweamtit
Gwitchin Corporation, the people of Old Crow and Niorth,
as well. We certainly — | as an individual — wilke lspeaking
to our representatives in Ottawa — our Member afidaent
and our Senator. | encourage all Yukoners to letrepresenta-
tives in Ottawa know of the importance of ensurthgt we
come up with a program that will deliver affordatbiealthy
food to the people of Old Crow.

| think that everybody wants to have an opportuniy
speak to this. We're very supportive. We will doawhve can
to help out. | also wanted to just take a momenthtmk the
Member for Vuntut Gwitchin for the work that he rdane, not
just now but for years, advocating that we canveelafford-
able food to the people of Old Crow. Thank you.

Hon. Ms. Taylor: I would like to offer my thanks,
too, to the Member for Vuntut Gwitchin for bringirfigrth this
important motion. | would like to thank him for hjgositive
comments and for the constructive debate, for tlstrpart,
that has taken place here this afternoon with spethis par-
ticular program.

The member spoke eloquently about his efforts avipus
years and, as a member of the Assembly over thelasber
of years, | have been privy to much of the deblad¢ has taken
place on the floor of the Legislature in supportro$ particular
program. Just as | was able to provide my suppod aumber
of other occasions, | am also pleased to offer oppsrt on
behalf of our constituency in support of the peopfeOld
Crow.

There has been a lot said about the importancetation
and the importance of having that ability to gothie grocery
store in order to purchase those items that arerlitapt to your
family, so that you can have healthy families andtsat you
are able to contribute to the quality of life tka have come to
know here in Yukon as Yukoners. | have the privéleg living
in a community where there is choice — there is tiftchoice.
I have the opportunity to go to the grocery storerg weekend
and go to a number of different stores throughogt am able
to have that choice and flexibility to respond tom& of our
needs as a family and other family members, as well

As the member opposite pointed out, Old Crow is esom
what of an anomaly and we appreciate the uniqueurTif
stances surrounding a community that is for theontgj only
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accessible by air. It is very important that anggram — and
of course the one that we are talking about rigivt is the Nu-
trition North Canada program — continues to provitiat
flexibility. It has to provide that accessibilityna that afforda-
bility. As an individual, as a citizen and as aresgntative in
this Assembly, | very much support that approach.

| think as has already been articulated, we diceheaypro-
gram before the food mail program. | think it dicdnk very
well for our particular circumstances in Yukon.hink, you
know, we have to press upon other governmentg,dirajj the
Government of Canada, that when we do come up pribh
grams that they are unique, that they are ablegpand to the
unique circumstances and needs of our northernitgm Of
course, we're looking for a made-in-the-Yukon si@intin this
particular case and | believe that we did have flexibility.
We did have those solutions before. We just neduktable to
impress more upon the Government of Canada abeusub-
cesses and that it's not a cost to taxpayers; rathe an in-
vestment in young Yukoners’ futures and others al. w

| don't want to go on at great length, becausecbgaize
and respect other members’ time in this Assembtl/\aant to
put their words on record as well, but again, thgol to the
Member for Vuntut Gwitchin, and | very much appegei his
continued passion and tenacity in this respect.

Hon. Mr. Kent: I will be brief in my comments, too,
rising to support the Member for Vuntut Gwitchintims mo-
tion today. Many of the comments that | wantedhare with

Hon. Mr. Dixon: | rise in the House today to support
this motion, too. I'd like to touch just very brigfon a few
components of this that | don’t think have beerctmd on yet
and those relate — surprisingly — to the econonggalise |
think there is an economic argument here as wediawour of
this motion.

As we know, and as we have discussed in this Hbase
fore, healthy communities are a prerequisite t@eathy econ-
omy. Of course, healthy families are best suitegddicipate
in a healthy economy. Of course, it has been madgatear in
members’ statements previously that this prograailyres
about the health of the community that receivesbinefits of
this program.

There are a few things | wanted to point out ad.\lour
efforts to diversify Yukon’s economy, we do encaeathe
development of a local agricultural industry. Thets been
relatively successful over the years, and we heea s number
of local food products made available to most YuksnBut if
they are not available to all citizens, includihg tresidents of
Old Crow, then something is missing. | think thartpof this
program is aimed at making sure that healthy fobkis,those
grown here in Yukon, are made available to allzeitis, and
that includes those in Old Crow.

Of course, with the changing climate, and as altrexu
climate change, Yukoners are beginning to realiza¢ there are
more opportunities for local production of food{ Ipart of the
component of encouraging local food productiondsatiow
Yukoners to access that food production. So | thii& is an

members of the Assembly were shared by the Member fimportant component of this motion.

Mayo-Tatchun from his years of experience as arca&ton. As
we know, Canada is experiencing an epidemic ofdbbibd
obesity and a crushing burden of diet-related disgaacross
the lifespan. They certainly exact a high pricehgalth and
economic costs that are realized not only by lgoalernments
— territorial governments — but also by the fedegalern-
ment. So, really, investing in healthy eating amdrition and
regular physical activity plays a powerful role pmeventing
chronic diseases, including, of course, heart diseaancer,
stroke and diabetes, which is something that's yeeyalent,
as is my understanding, in a number of our smabenmuni-
ties right across the north.

As mentioned earlier by the Member for Mayo-Tatchiun
think, the hot lunch and hot breakfast programs aéina offered
in our schools today are incentives, not only tocemage stu-
dents to attend school more regularly, but theygaly an in-
vestment in the health and well-being of our sttsi¢nrough-
out the Yukon.

As mentioned, the students and the people of OtavGire
in a unique position, where they're isolated frdra bpportuni-
ties to shop and the choices that we as residentanstitu-
ents in other ridings have.

Mr. Speaker, with that, | will just again reiterdteat I'm
pleased to support this motion and congratulaté/tbeber for
Vuntut Gwitchin and, indeed, all of his northernlleagues
who signed the letter that he tabled in the Legistaearlier
this afternoon on their tenacity and their pas$mrthe people
who live in their constituencies.

There are a couple of projects going on at the YiuRe-
search Centre that | think play into this debatevels. There is,
first of all, the development of a year-round gtemmse at
Yukon College. This could have the potential offyagrs being
employed in a community like Old Crow one day, @edhaps
then in that community — a remote community — tleceuld
develop their own food on a year-round basis. Watld be
fantastic, but we are not quite there yet, tholylegrams like
this and the adjustments mentioned in this motiemn&cessary
to bridge the gap to get to a point where locals peoduce
their own food.

Another project like that is the biochar projectrgpon at
the Yukon Research Centre. This is a project thaewveloped
in Yukon by Yukoners in collaboration with our pzets at the
University of Alaska Fairbanks. It is to use biochaincrease
the fertility and moisture retention of soils, pewtarly our
relatively dry northern soils. This would allow, @nagain, an
increased ability to provide local food producticand local
access to local foods for the citizens of Yukont,Bmce again,
we are not quite there yet. It is great that we doimg this
work, and it is great that we are undertaking theegects to
ensure that perhaps in the future we can incréassupply of
local food that is available to Yukoners and everrémote
communities like Old Crow.

There is the potential to develop a local food piaidn
industry. We're not quite there yet and the inteehind this
motion is to help us bridge that gap and get tostipn where
we can do more.
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Of course | support this motion very much and, asitl,
I'll keep my comments brief. | look forward to hesy more
from other members and | commend the member oppdbit
Member for Vuntut Gwitchin, for raising the moti@and ta-
bling it in the House today.

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: | rise today also in support of
this motion from the Member for Vuntut Gwitchin.

Being from a rural riding, this hits a little neand dear to
my heart as our store is gone and | will talk abibat a little
later. In my working in the north, working in thastern Arctic,
and doing a lot of travel in the north, I've sehistbefore. I've
seen the price of food products. I've seen a lataysimunities
that have a barge come in — whether it is Grised;iBesolute
Bay or Pangnirtung — people posting on Faceboakupgs of
everybody standing on the sea ice because thesptarecom-
ing in, or the barge is coming in with all of theggular staple
items — their snowmobiles, their cases of perisbabind stuff
like that.

But when it comes to nutritional value, I've selg {outh
in the communities run off when the case lots camand buy
their pop and their chips and everything else ankihg six
and eight a day. The Minister of Health and So8alvices
alluded to that in his discussion about how impdrtautrition
is. So I'm not going to speak a lot about this, Wwhen it comes
to my community not having a store now, | think @emmu-
nity members, my constituents, would feel for thsues with
the residents of Old Crow a lot more than theyluikfbre. Not
having a store, everybody is planning now — plagnineir
fresh produce; their nutritious foods that theycdee which
comes with a cost. The price of fuel is going upsiving back
and forth. So my constituents and | do feel forniember and
that’s why | rise today here to definitely show pag for Mo-
tion No. 80.

Hon. Mr. Cathers: I would like to begin first of all by
thanking the Member for Vuntut Gwitchin for bringirthis
motion forward.

I'll be brief in my comments here today, to allowher
members to speak and hopefully, to allow us tot@eind pass
the Member for Klondike’s motion that is up latéist after-
noon, as well as this motion here, which | hopé lél passed
by the Assembly.

What | would like to note just briefly in talkingoaut this
is to recognize the importance — as a number otafigagues
on both sides of the House have identified — ofueng ac-
cess to affordable, nutritional food in all Yukoonemunities. |
would also like to note that by the Member for Munt
Gwitchin has raised this matter in the past and Hiouse has
been supportive of him and has advocated for histtaents’
needs in this area. | also want to note, partibylan the con-
text of the fact that rhetoric in this Assembly aHten become
quite heated and sometimes fairly partisan in eatilmat really
this is an example of an area where we can workthayg. |
would also like to give the Member for Vuntut Gwita credit
for the fact that the member has worked with theegoment
on a number of initiatives related to his community

We have been able to work together to find sol&itor
Old Crow and | give the member credit for that fdicis some-
thing that again | emphasize — the willingness @feynment,
and particularly me, to respond to the interes¥okoners in
every riding in the territory. | encourage all mesrdto recog-
nize the fact that if they bring forward reasonabtmcerns,
reasonable issues on behalf of their constituemscan’t al-
ways guarantee that we will be able to addressetihhegds in
the manner they suggest, but we will certainly gaie consid-
eration to that point. We are willing to work tolget to hope-
fully achieve better outcomes for all Yukoners.

Without dwelling too much on the issue of confraitaal
and heated rhetoric, | have to point out to sommbes of the
Assembly that it is easier to work together if we tio work
together on things, rather than beginning questamsrhetoric
with characterizations of other members of the govent as a
whole that are fairly negative in nature. In thierest of trying
to have a fairly positive exchange here, | won'inp@ut spe-
cific examples, but the main point | want to empbass that if
members have reasonable and fair concerns on bahtdéir
constituents — such as those raised by the Mendvevdntut
Gwitchin — my colleagues and | in the governmer @nore
than willing to work with them to see if we can cemp with a
solution we can all support.

Without spending too much time emphasizing the impo
tance of nutrition, | think members generally arellvaware of
the importance of it. | do want to emphasize tha that good
nutrition is very important to health outcomes awieone’s
overall health and well-being. Poor nutrition is woly a cost
to the individual, but it's also a cost to the hlealare system.
Conditions like diabetes, heart disease and mamgr atiseases
and chronic conditions can result directly from paatrition.
My point on that is that the cost of subsidizing ghipment of
nutritious food to Old Crow is somewhat offset e tGovern-
ment of Canada and the Yukon government in ternteeofact
that we have people who are likely to be healthieto have
better nutrition, better overall health and welidge So it's
good for the bean counters looking at the numbrersived in
this, but, most importantly, it's good for the imdiuals who
are helped by having access to affordable, nutistiood.

As my colleague, the Minister of Environment andEc
nomic Development noted, the opportunities for tgwment
of agriculture within the Yukon is something thattainly has
some potential, both now and into the future, toréase the
supply of nutritious, locally available food andatis some-
thing we're very much supportive of. Again, Old @rdas
additional challenges, even greater than what nedsthe
Yukon has for the ability to grow food, but ceriginiscus-
sions about what potential opportunities might behie area
for greenhouses or other possibilities for growiogd is some-
thing I'd be happy to talk to the member about aed if there
are areas or opportunities that could be considibee.

Another thing | would like to note — emphasizingaay
how the government has responded to the needsdC@iw
— is the investment in the Old Crow water supplgteined in
this year’'s budget and making improvements thehe WMlem-
ber for Vuntut Gwitchin and | have engaged in debatQues-
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tion Period when | was Minister of Health and Sb8arvices
about his concerns related to the water qualithiwihis com-
munity. | understand the member’s concerns he brotay-
ward, and this investment in Old Crow is how wegasern-
ment are trying to respond to those understandabtk real
concerns of the member’s constituents.

That investment, again, contained in the budgetthas
Premier alluded to in Question Period earlier todayalso an
example of where sometimes the initial estimatespfoject
costs end up getting revised once that more ddtadsessment
occurs. The Old Crow water supply project has cammore
expensive than originally anticipated, but in retitign of the
importance placed on that by the citizens of OldvwCand by
the Member for Vuntut Gwitchin, we have continuedtupport
this project and added the additional funds necgsta de-
velop those water supply improvements.

Other examples of where we responded to the ndddklo
Crow include work that has occurred on roads, @vejrsup-
ply, investing in the Old Crow airport, riverbantakilization,
expanding the telehealth network to all Yukon comities
and nursing stations, including Old Crow, whichowals for
improved communication of health care professianatsl am
sure the member knows, it even has little camenas that can
be used by a health care professional in the contyntmtake
a closer look at a wound or other area and trantmait re-
motely to Whitehorse or perhaps even further sdothassis-
tance in some diagnosis of that.

With that, | will wrap up my comments here. | jugant to
again thank the member for bringing this forwardote that
my colleagues and | on this side of the floor demaged to sup-
port the member in this concern that he broughwvéod. | am
pleased to support continuing to assist the peopf@ld Crow
with having access to affordable, nutritious food.

I'm sure that our Member of Parliament and Senuaitdir
review the results of the Legislature’s delibenagsidoday in
what, hopefully, will be a unanimously supportedtiomm by
this Legislative Assembly. I'm hopeful and optingsthat the
minister responsible federally will take a lookvdtat we have
done here today — once the vote has occurred —wihdive
the appropriate consideration to the needs; rezegthie spe-
cific challenges faced by the people of Old Crowaatessing
nutritional food; and see that a cookie-cutter apph or a one-
size-fits-all program may or may not be well-desidgrior other
areas in the north, but certainly, in this casenda well-
designed for meeting the needs of the people of@iv. So,
with that, | commend this motion to the House amakl for-
ward to voting in favour of it.

Hon. Mr. Nixon: As both the Minister of Tourism
and Culture and the Minister of Justice, | realty appreciate
the unique role that Yukon First Nations play imtdouting to
the social and economic life of all Yukoners throwmts, ex-
hibits, festivals, events and programs. | also egpte the
value of partnering with Yukon First Nations to geeve cul-
tural sites and sites of heritage significance.

The cost of food for northerners, especially foflyain
community such as Old Crow, has often been disptipate

to communities south of 60. We sometimes will haarargu-
ment that it's a personal choice to live in comntiesi such as
Old Crow, Tuktoyaktuk, Baffin Island, et cetera.r@d Crow

is a community that has proven its diversity amxifility time

and time again. It isn’t a choice to live theres ttheir home;
it’s their culture; and it's their way of life. Wall know that
fly-in communities have higher expenses when it esnto

construction materials, supplies, consumables, clehi and
especially recreational vehicles like snowmobilesl ajuads
that can be used for hunting.

For example, when | was in Charlottetown, PEI, apte
of months ago, at the Justice ministers’ meetingpdke with
my northern counterparts from Nunavut and N.W.T cém-
parison, the correctional facility that we havetjosnstructed
and opened here in Whitehorse would potentiallyt,dos the
same building in Nunavut, upwards of $200 millianigaluit.

In our party platform, “Moving Forward Together” gvin-
dicate that, together with First Nation governmemtg con-
tinue to urge the Government of Canada to ensweftiure
federal programs are designed to provide stratelgict-, me-
dium- and long-term benefits to the Yukon econo¥ivg don't
have to look far to find brochures, flyers, adwithents that
encourage us to maintain good nutrition and a hgalteight.
The benefits of good nutrition can also be foundaim im-
proved mental health state; it can be found inebetteep pat-
terns; and it can be found in increased energysh-fruit and
vegetables promote good nutrition. Healthy eatimgnmtes
healthy hearts and organs; it promotes healthy fjoegtra
energy — as | have mentioned — and self confideBtieking
to the five food groups and supplements promotexsl guitri-
tion. The retail environment is an ongoing chalkerfgr the
food mail project.

More often than not, northern communities don'teiee
high quality fresh fruits and vegetables. Along hwijuality
comes price. The cost of fresh fruit in the noghriore often
than not quite high, not to mention inconsisterite Member
for Vuntut Gwitchin generously shared with me sanferma-
tion on the cost of food in Old Crow — | won't rezithat.
He’s talked about that here in the House today.cafeall ap-
preciate shopping in Whitehorse.

I don’t understand how those prices could possply-
mote nutrition in any community and | do believattlve can
do better. | do know that the food mail program had several
projects over the years where they've attemptedaomdy to
collect data and customer input, but also increaeeknowl-
edge and skills of community members pertainindhéalthy
eating, food purchasing and preparation. For namticemmu-
nities especially, it is essential to promote & digh more vi-
tamin A, C, calcium and high in fiber, and a diethMess
sugar, fat and especially saturated fats. | beleekey goal of
the program is to ensure a higher quality and akdity of
fruits and vegetables. If we also consider priceagarison, I'm
not 100 percent sure that this goal has been asthiev

| support this motion here today and | thank theminer
opposite for bringing it forward. Thank you, Mr. &xker.
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Mr. Hassard:
today to speak to this motion put before this Addgrby Mr.
Elias. | believe that —

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

Speaker’s statement
Speaker:
member’s name.

Mr. Hassard:
sorry.

| believe that | have a fairly good understandifigvbere
this motion is coming from because | have firstdhaxperi-
ence in this matter, both with my many years ofigeénvolved
with the family grocery store, as well as my tinpest in the
wonderful community of Old Crow.

| was only in Old Crow for approximately six months bled today

However, that was certainly long enough to be #blattest to
the fact that we in the rest of the Yukon oftenetalkings for
granted, even simple things like going to the sforea jug of
milk. | can assure the Member for Vuntut Gwitchas, well as
the people of Old Crow and all the members of Agsembly
here today, that | will be in full support of thisotion. Thank
you.

Speaker:
bate. Are there any other members who wish to aed?e

Mr. Elias:
children of OIld Crow, | humbly accept every membecbn-
cern and thorough words of support here today énAksem-
bly.

It's difficult for people to sometimes recognizesthower
of their words. Believe me when | say that | hesothe power-
ful words today, and | really appreciate each awerye one
who participated in the debate today, and those dida't,
because | know everybody’s heart is in the rigltcpland |
really thank you.

I’'m going to close with a couple of things. | thiitls im-
portant to go over a bit of the history and theksathat have
been completed to date on this file. It's not ahaastive list,
but it's important to recognize, nonetheless — tmedmajority
of them come from my constituents. | think thas ittnportant
to recognize all the work that has been done bypoeavious
and current Members of Parliament in Ottawa. | kribase
private and public discussions have occurred, aappkeciate
them — as well with our Senator and as well with past and
current chief and councils. It was mentioned in ltise ear-
lier today that all 17 of our MLAs did vote in favof previous
motions that regarded the proper implementatiothefNutri-
tion North Canada program.

There have been several joint letters that our ipusv
Premier Fentie, Chief Linklater and me and as vielmer
Chief Kassi, sent to the Department of Health, Abdriginal
Affairs and Northern Development.

It is important to note that on behalf of my constnts |
did travel to Ottawa and submit testimony to than8ing
Committee on Aboriginal Affairs and Northern Devahoent

| would remind the member not to use the

The Member for Vuntut Gwitchin,

If the member now speaks he will close de-

On behalf of my constituents, especially the

It is with great honour that | stand here with regard to the Nutrition North Canada progravty. con-

stituents directed me to address the advisory bead the
chair of the Nutrition North Canada program, andttivas
done. They have advised me to meet with seniociafi in
Ottawa over the course of the years, and to sendssage in a
different way to the Members of Parliament and thed been
completed. As well as attending my constituentsnsch work
was done attending and participating in varioudipubeetings
throughout the years to try to direct the programthe right
direction. That has also been done. It is also manb to rec-
ognize that the Assembly of First Nations unaninhppsssed
the motion on the floor of their general assemhbt thad spe-
cific Old Crow issues about the Nutrition North @da pro-
gram in it, and that was passed unanimously as well

There was a multitude of appearances within thegpoeer
the years trying to get the message out. More thgers | ta-
a letter was signed by five differenLAd8 and
members of the National Assembly of Quebec to addthe
Health minister and Minister of Aboriginal Affaiend North-
ern Development Canada, and it really specificalbntified
areas where the Nutrition North Canada programneasneet-
ing its objectives in their entirety. There are gogood aspects
about the program that are working in various fliggons, but
there are some that are not and it’s really affiegcthe day-to-
day lives of citizens across the north.

In saying that — and recognizing the Leader of @f&-
cial Opposition’s suggestion today — what | wasngoio sug-
gest is maybe the Premier or the Health and S&@=alices
minister today could take this on a pan-northerpregch as
another level of advocacy that this not workingur territory.
Bring that to the table and to the agenda as tix¢ Iegel of
cooperation to help us solve this very importastés | think
that, to say the least, this is by far the modidiift file | have
ever had to work on during my tenure here overpagt five
years. It has been a tremendous amount of workhapdfully
soon we will find an amicable resolution to it.

I would also like to take this time to quote sontieeo poli-
ticians and some of my constituents with regarthé&Nutrition
North Canada program, because | believe they éeeanet and
deserve recognition. The Hon. Larry Bagnell, themfer
Yukon MP, said, “I was shocked at what we can sem fthe
testimony today. People are being cut off, sommastare ineli-
gible, necessities are being taken off the listl smme commu-
nities aren't eligible. The prices are skyrocketisg how do
you know the savings are passed on? Some of tlwsims
are even a shock to me to hear today.”

And from our current Member of Parliament, the Hivin.
Leef, speaking about the store in Old Crow, sdis tough to
find a bag of fruit where a good portion of theitfign't bruised
or soft, and no different with the vegetables.” &lgo went on
to say that “l recognize how nutrition translatesoi health,
how it translates into education and how it traesain af-
fordability and just being able to live and maint#ine culture
and history in Old Crow. So it's not just the issaaféoeing able
to afford a good piece of food to eat. It trandatdo a whole
bunch of other areas in life.”
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To quote the Hon. Mr. Hart, former Minister of Hesaand
Social Services: “As the member opposite indicatieely have
one monopoly that operates in his small town, whitdkes it
very difficult for him to get anything on a competé basis
with regard to good food. Once the winter comes al&now
what the vegetable line looks like here in our av@mmunity
of Whitehorse. We consider Whitehorse to be the enthe
line for vegetables and fruits. One only has tslopping here
locally to find out that most of our stuff will onllast three or
four days once you take it home.”

I'd also like to quote the late Mr. Cardiff. He dal‘l ap-
preciate the Member for Vuntut Gwitchin’s concemrbringing
this motion forward. It is what | would consider be a very
important issue, not just for the people of Old Wrdut for
everyone in the Yukon. This is about looking aftar brothers
and sisters and our fellow Yukoners and ensurirey they
have the ability to obtain and make healthy livoigices and
at the same time, try to reduce and maintain tesgnt cost of
living in that community.”

As one of my constituents put it: “By the time tfresh
fruit arrives in Old Crow, it's hardly worth buyirigShe asked
me not to mention who she was publicly, so I'm going to.

Mr. Speaker, with the federal government tryindixathe
inefficiencies of the federal food mail programeastern Can-
ada, an interim program provides a disservice toommmu-
nity of Old Crow. The food mail program was absarksy
Nunavut and 34 percent from Nunavik — sorry, 56cpat
from Nunavut and 34 percent from Nunavik, whichnisar
northern Quebec, and it's 10 percent for the ret@north.

It is important to note that in 2009, Old Crow’srfian of
use of the food mail program was about $333,000!réVe
thankful for that. The year before that $264,806 wsed in the
food mail program. The total cost for that year $&§ million
on a national scale. It's a small portion used®t Crow, but
it is incredibly important for a healthy communitgnd I'm
hopeful that the federal government will continaeatork with
our community of Old Crow to ensure the best pdesileliv-
ery of the new Nutrition North Canada program tocopstitu-
ents. It is my constituents who know what worksemms of
getting healthy, nutritious foods to their tables.

Again, on behalf of my constituents and the comnyuoi
Old Crow, who are the only Yukon beneficiaries lué federal
food mail subsidy program, we thank you all for yamom-
ments, and | ask today that all members join meeinding a
united message once again and vote in favour efrttation.
Mabhsi’ cho.

Speaker:  Are you prepared for the question?
Some Hon. Members:  Division.
Division
Speaker:  Division has been called.
Bells
Speaker:  Mr. Clerk, please poll the House.
Hon. Mr. Pasloski: Agreed.
Hon. Mr. Cathers: Agreed.

Hon. Ms. Taylor:

Hon. Mr. Graham:

Hon. Mr. Kent:

Hon. Mr. Nixon: Agreed.

Ms. McLeod: Agreed.

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: Agreed.

Hon. Mr. Dixon: Agreed.

Mr. Hassard: Agreed.

Ms. Hanson: Agreed.

Mr. Tredger: Agreed.

Ms. Moorcroft: Agreed.

Ms. White: Agreed.

Ms. Stick: Agreed.

Mr. Barr: Agreed.

Mr. Elias: Agreed.

Mr. Silver: Agreed.

Clerk: Mr. Speaker, the results are 18 yea, nil nay.

Speaker: The yeas have it. | declare the motion car-
ried.

Motion No. 80 agreed to

Agreed.
Agreed.
Agreed.

Motion No. 106

Clerk: Motion No. 106, standing in the name of Mr.
Silver.
Speaker: Itis moved by the Member for Klondike:

THAT this House urges the Yukon overnment to work
with public schools, the private sector and mincognmunity,
First Nations, Skills Canada and other NGOs andoviu€ol-
lege to develop a comprehensive plan to offer gualaining
in skills, trades and technology in Yukon that will

(1) enable Yukoners to gain valuable skills that allow
them to be eligible for opportunities that are lgeioffered
throughout the territory;

(2) encourage Yukon youth who wish to pursue career
skills, trades and technology;

(3) potentially include interprovincial accreditati which
recognizes journeypersons throughout Canada;

(4) address the need for the unique skills thahaoessary
for working in Arctic climates;

(5) create short-term, immediate solutions usingpeoa-
tive learning to address the current need for itngirand long-
term vision with defined, achievable timelines; and

(6) recognize the high level of academic abilitguieed to
enter fields connected with skills, trades and nedtgy.

Mr. Silver: Mr. Speaker, | would like to start with just
a little bit of background. Since 2004, economitivity in the
territory began to gain momentum with increasediaggtion
spending, following an increase in commodity pridedate
2003. Since 2003, Yukon has experienced eight corise
years of population increases. It started with aemgradual
growth period from 2001 to 2005, and then grew tomuwch
stronger growth trend for the 2006-to-present tirame.

Population growth in the territory is closely tigdthe per-
formance of the natural resource sector. The clsarige
Yukon's population graphically follow the Bank ofa@ada’s
metals and minerals price index, lagging predigtdighind by
one year. Global trends of increasing populati@tnomic
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growth and rising purchasing power in emerging eoaies are
anticipated to continue for decades, creating oairig height-
ened demands for Canada’s and Yukon'’s natural ressu

Starting in 2003, the territory has seen eight yedrcon-
tinuous economic growth that closely correlateth&increases
in commaodity prices.

These trends demonstrate that all aspects of miiog-
struction and trades are experiencing significaiatmth. The
increase in mining activity has driven growth irvesal indus-
tries. Our increasingly tight housing market meamsncreased
need for skilled construction workers, for examglkere is no
doubt the Yukon needs a comprehensive plan to offietity
training in skills, trades and technology. Milliolgve been
spent on feasibility studies and action plans;tgday the tech
and trades concept is being downplayed at YukotteGel The
buzz word these days is “university”.

In January of 2009, the Auditor General of Canada p
duced a report on education in the Yukon. It statethe time
with regard to the Advanced Education branch, winctudes
Yukon College, that the department was unable toahestrate
that it successfully prepares students to makeffantize tran-
sition from high school to post-secondary educatiahich
includes trades.

The Auditor General also reported that a commumnéin-
ing fund strategy is needed. It spoke to the nedtklp address
Yukoners’ training needs. The fund would suppodjeets in
trades and technology, literacy, basic job skilsyelopment
and heritage. These projects were intended to ¥akoners
prepare for economic development and economic oppities
in a changing job market.

Community training fund contributions allow commties
to design and implement training that targets jppastunities
in their regions. Contributions can be directedpecific com-
munities or industries by providing training prdge¢hat help
the private sector meet its needs for skilled wagkd@he de-
partment was unable at that time to demonstrateithed a
comprehensive strategy for allocating these fundéat it had
completed reviews to determine whether the fundsewgpent
effectively, economically and efficiently. The mostcent
Yukon training strategy was prepared in 1998 ard mat, at
that point, been updated at the time of the auditeport.

The recommendation by the Auditor General was tinat
Department of Education should develop a comprebens
strategy for managing community training funds. @ibation
agreements should have clear terms and conditiothslaould
be properly reviewed, managed and monitored. Thmantle
ment, in consultation with stakeholders, said illdadevelop a
10-year training strategy that would address coatitig train-
ing needs and training programs, as well as addgssining
gaps for the next 10 years. This strategy, whichld/énclude
an action plan and an evaluation component, woddhless the
shortcomings associated with the current deficesdh the
management of the community training funds, inaigdihe
monitoring process. | look forward to the ministeupdates on
such initiatives and other initiatives in thesédge

Industry needs projections. As | mentioned earltbe
mineral industry has a huge impact on employmenthia

Yukon. Across the country, we have a shortage dfesk
workers and projections are that shortages willngeth worse
without a comprehensive, proactive government neso |
would like to share with the House some of theralag facts
about this labour market shortage. We've gathehél infor-
mation from a variety of sources, and | would bppyato pro-
vide specific references and directions to thosscas, if so
asked.

Currently, the Yukon enjoys a record 466 registered
Yukon apprentices, all of which require Yukon inttysen-
gagement. Though this is encouraged, the need Kitleds
workers in the Yukon is profound. Some reportsneate that
in the next 10 years, 200 percent of the Yukonisterg min-
eral industry workforce will need to be replacedisl not a
unique concern to the Yukon, as Canada and thedvaod also
bracing for skills, trades and technology labourrsdges that
can affect the global economy. Nationally, Canadaigsing
industry will have a projected shortage of 80,008rkers by
2017.

Canada’s construction sector will have to replas2,a00
skilled workers by 2017. Canada’s oil and gas sestlh need
to fill just over 130,000 positions between 2010d &020.
Canada’s workforce is aging rapidly and our birdteris de-
clining, which will lead to a shortage of about omgllion
workers by 2020. Economists say that a skilled asasbrker
shortage will definitely affect Canada’s ability dompete on a
global market in the future and will affect our aomy’'s
growth in the long term. The shortage of skilleadgworkers
also means that it may take longer for importafasiructure
projects such as roads and hospitals to be condplatekilled
trades shortage will affect every Canadian.

As we can see, there are huge shortages in thiedskil
trades across Canada. In the Yukon, where so mbtduro
economy relates to mining and construction, theatfivill be
even greater. That is why it is not simply a ggaportunity to
improve our tech and trades programming here soYthkon-
ers can take part in our growing economy. In f#t, abso-
lutely necessary to the economy, to the econontcpdnysical
well-being of the Yukon, which is why we have brhudor-
ward this motion today.

Trades benefit students. It has been demonstrdted t
school attendance improves when the trades anddbdy
streams are incorporated within the education systeSchool
attendance and graduation rates remain seriousepnslin the
Yukon and, in addressing that issue, | encourageriimister to
remember the great potential that tech and tradésing has
for keeping students engaged, interested and ompdiie to
completing their education. The positive effectstrafles and
technology streams on students’ attendance has dizsnved
in rural schools like Ross River, Pelly Crossingl ddawson
City, to name a few. It is not only the studentsntiselves who
benefit from the training. Many students who haeerbfortu-
nate enough to experience hands-on engagementthene
selves become involved in sharing their skills ttiety have
received through mentorships with other studentthécom-
munities.
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Dawson City is an example of how skills trainingnca dous amount of resources and opportunity herel, teel we're

make a profound difference in many lives. Greg Iréscwas
very involved in skills training in school and imograms of-
fered outside of the school hours. With the helfRobert Ser-
vice School teachers and the Yukon industry volensteGreg
was in a position to be recognized nationally as afithe most
gifted, small-engine repair technicians in Canada.

Greg now works as a full-time small-engines teclamidn
Whitehorse. In addition to this, he has been apgpditio the
national technical committee by Skills Canada ina®a,
which is a very prestigious appointment for an awes kid,
who is now a young man, out of Dawson City.

Trades are not necessarily emphasized now. Unfatein
not all students in the territory have enjoyed $hene opportu-
nities to get involved in tech and trades. Prograetated to
skills, trades and technology career choices thatceucial to
the Yukon economy are not being promoted in Yukcmosls
as a first-choice or even a second-choice optiomany cases,
the existing opportunities are being minimized. 8osehools
are using their shops as storage. Many others tdhane the
training to effectively engage students in the ésadr access to
the expertise they need to develop these skills.défét have
to convince schools to offer this training, becasseous inter-
est already exists in the communities of Faro, M&a Crow
and Dawson City, just to name a few.

In short, little has been done in Yukon schoolgromote
skills, trades and technology-related program$énfdast. Pro-
grams are being minimized, particularly in ruralkén, where
the need and desire to host programs is greatramnsiraply not
happening. | am very encouraged, however, in the Mais-
ter of Education’s vision and attitude toward edioce! direc-
tions in tech and trades.

The Yukon could be a study in excellence in terfgro-
ducing some of the best trained and most capalile slades-
people in Canada and in the world. This could bddesed by
working in partnership with Yukon industry and wittukon
First Nations. If we don’t promote and showcase daheazing
opportunities that Yukon has to offer its citizen& will con-
tinue to outsource our jobs and our opportunitigside of the
territory.

failing our youth a great deal by not offering ttamls they
need — primarily in the communities that are dyfog these
opportunities. Skills clubs are very few and fatveen. | feel
the Yukon has a long way to go. We have to do arote in
Yukon College, a lot more in schools, a lot moresdaiety to
get these people engaged.”

We do not need to reinvent the wheel to get mark &nd
trades education in our schools. The Ontario yapbrentice-
ship program has been running for almost 15 yeghns. pro-
gram is there for us to use and we have the goddnfe of
having local educators who are very familiar witke tpro-
gramming. Jim Complak from Tr'ondék Hwéch'in eduocat
department used to be in charge of this programutitr his
school board in Ontario and currently has many acstrun-
ning in this program in several school boards &t firovince.
Virtual education programs keep students engagéhinwvihe
school system when they otherwise might drop ouie T
Trondék Hwéch'in education department is advoaafor this
approach, in which students are registered withstitemol, but
can complete much of their education outside of sbleool
walls in a way that is still meaningful and accabté for the
goals of education.

Four courses have already been developed for theal
school approach and 17 more are in the processTiTardék
Hwéch’in went through the motions of applying fdrese
courses in the format defined by the Departmeridication.
All parties, including chief and council and remeatives
from the Department of Education and Robert Serfickool
are eager to get this done. We encourage all mentime to
recognize the effectiveness of these programs leed@¢ammu-
nities’ interest in seeing them implemented andlitggto the
potential support of this initiative.

We have seen Yukoners in skilled trades take filate in
national competitions. We have seen individual Yagas who
enjoy tech and trades training excel in their caremd mentor-
ing others in their communities. We have seen homraunity
members, educators and governments can work tagéthe
implement cooperative initiative programming thaegs stu-
dents engaged with the education system, learrkiily shat

Good things are happening in regard to trades & ththey will use for the rest of their lives.

Yukon. It makes sense to review some of the sueseasd
partnerships while we consider the overall issuéngfroving
tech and trades training — for example, Yukon’siawet
standings in skills and trades competitions shogv gkills of
our apprenticeships when we do have access taghetrain-
ing and opportunities. Established in 1998, Skillanada
Yukon won just two medals after the first decadenational
competitions. In recent years, Yukoners have gathedstage
and won a much greater share of the prizes. Owelat four
appearances, Yukon has taken home 21 medals. Aydlair's
nationals, which were the largest ever, with ove@ partici-
pants, a total of 21 Yukoners competed in 16 trades

While winning medals is a challenge Yukon is stegpilp
to, getting Yukoners interested in trades is aedéffit one alto-
gether. The head of Skills Yukon has said, andoteju‘These
trades are under-represented in the Yukon. We havemen-

Seeing what has been and what can be done, | viawid
like to draw attention to another partnership tmedogether in
Dawson City and how it can and should tie into theer,
long-term tech and trades development plan. Edusatoin-
dustry are coming together to take advantage ajusbppor-
tunities presented in Robert Service School. Rolsenvice
School enjoys an excellent rapport with both théoraék
Hwéch'’in education department and local Yukon QGmleam-
pus administrators. It is also located in the redavicinity of
the White Gold district and specifically, Predat@roup’s
Brewery Creek operation.

They have worked diligently on grassroots communica
tions to advance students’ academic pursuits ihnt@ogies
and trades at Robert Service School. They haveimad to
meet with partners in education to develop a mazherandi
that will create buy-in among students with greaademic
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potential who currently fall between the cracksdustry has
come forward to support this initiative. They wamthire Yuk-
oners and if we can train and prepare local petipMork in
their home communities, well then, all the bettBased on
these successes, we urge the government to cormideur-
rent and impending skilled labour shortage andtereafive-
year strategic plan to address it. This plan shoultine indus-
try-identified tech and trades jobs needs and thaig sector’s
willingness to provide assistance to accomplistalldraining
opportunities with a guarantee for employmenthtiidd draw
on the interests of First Nation governance by fifigng the
strengths of its citizens that are currently nahgdostered.

| thank the members for their attention today aodthe
support for education that meets the needs of tgeats and
of communities and of our economy.

Hon. Mr. Kent: Before | respond to the motion pre-
sented, Motion No. 106, presented by the MemberKion-
dike, | just wanted to reflect on Wednesdays arape mem-
ber’s days here in the Legislative Assembly.

My experience, when | was here about a decadeveg®,
that — | think all members of this House know thiekname
that Wednesdays often have and unfortunately, Hdsyago
when | was here they often lived up to that nickeaBut I've
been encouraged over the last couple weeks otthignt sit-
ting. Last week, we were able to unanimously passmotions
that were of significant interest — one, of couim® Air North;
another was on research. Earlier today, we passednbdtion
from the Member for Vuntut Gwitchin on nutrition,ittv his
concerns regarding the Nutrition North Canada @mogmand
I'm pleased to speak to Motion No. 106, by the Memfor
Klondike.

In the first sitting, before Christmas, | did pregowhat |
thought was a friendly amendment to a motion pawvéod by
the Member for Takhini-Kopper King. It caused quitéit of
emotion in the House and was certainly not theti@adhat |
had hoped for or was looking for.

So with the current amendment that I’'m going topose
for this motion, | did speak to the Member for Kdlke earlier,
and he and | have worked closely on this motion thedensu-
ing amendment over the past week. So | thank himaking
the time to engage with me outside of this Chambernsure
that we can move forward on a motion that getsstigport of
not only the government caucus, but members othigus as
well, and hopefully all members of the House — omeeall
get a chance to speak to it.

What | would like to outline, prior to moving my @md-
ment, is the work that is underway in the Departnoéfieduca-
tion with the many stakeholder groups that the memolitlines
in his motion with respect to skills development aontinued
education in Yukon’s labour market. This work ishiewved
through the labour mobility framework developed2®08 and
2009 and represents a comprehensive approach tonYuk
labour market needs. The framework consists of divategies
and respective action plans that were created #sopahe
framework, including labour market information, qomhen-
sive skills and trades training, as the Member Ktondike

spoke about, immigration, national recruitments amployee
retention.

The Advanced Education branch led the developmént o
the framework through consultations with indivicuiakepre-
senting business, industry, all levels of governtnand em-
ployees affected by labour market demands. The Ache
Education branch wishes to accelerate collaboradst@eve-
ment with other departments in regard to succdgsiuiple-
menting our government’s part of the labour markame-
work. There have been various action plans guidgdhe
framework’s five strategies that have been devealofi&e la-
bour market framework and action plans are curyanitergo-
ing an evaluation. The framework evaluation plamlésigned
to focus on evaluation work to be completed overribxt cou-
ple of years and includes evaluation methods, s and a
work plan for carrying out the evaluation activitie

I'll just take a few moments to speak about the fetrate-
gies that | mentioned and provide a little bit mbexkground
as to what they involve. The labour market inforiorastrategy
— the goal of this strategy is to provide relevand timely
labour market information for users to make infodneeci-
sions regarding the labour market in Yukon.

The comprehensive skills and trades training gisatbat
the member spoke about earlier — the goal of thi® iensure
training opportunities are available for all Yuk@eople to
adapt effectively and efficiently to changing skilknowledge
and ability.

The immigration strategy — the goal of this strgtégto
support a responsive and sustainable approach konyimmi-
gration, addressing business and industry laborgefmeeds
through improvement and monitoring of the Yukon imee
program. Training and international immigration Ivgértainly
go a long way to solving some of the labour isghes we see
here in the Yukon today, but we have to also ineladtional
recruitment and employee retention strategies. Gbal of
these two strategies is to facilitate Yukon empieyability to
recruit suitable employees and to enhance Yukonl@®maps’
ability to retain skilled employees. It's importattitat we in-
crease awareness of Yukon as a desirable locatiamotk and
live, as well as increasing the return rate of Yulgtudents
who leave for school and return back to the Yulamafork.

The objectives of the retention strategy are toaenh
Yukon employers’ ability to retain skilled employgeéy in-
creasing awareness of the importance of employemtien,
improving Yukon employers’ access to informatiord dnols
to support their ability to retain employees, andncrease em-
ployers’ awareness of the barriers to employeetiete.

A number of actions are being led and developedhky
Advanced Education branch through each of these dtrate-
gies. Of course, I'd be happy to direct all memberthe web-
site. | don’t have that information with me, buf, aourse, if
anyone is interested, feel free to contact my efimd | can
provide them with more details on those five styae.

As we go through the Member for Klondike’'s motion,
there are a number of things that are currentlyeanndy in the
department — as mentioned with those five stratedimder
the subheading of “(1) to enable Yukoners to gaafuable
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skills that will allow them to be eligible for opganities that
are being offered throughout the territory,” sonfettee pro-
grams that we do have in place are the Yukon gsiotent
training allowance, support for Yukon College, ¢hé com-
munity training funds.

Again, the Member for Klondike mentioned the Audito
General’s report and the recommendation made btiuitor
General at the time for community training fundscempre-
hensive strategy.

So, in the 2010-11 Department of Education annednt
that I've tabled in this sitting, you can find oage 14 of that
document, recommendation 62: “Community Trainingndisu -
Comprehensive Strategy. A full review of the comitytrain-
ing fund was completed by the department to enfumding
decisions aligned with defined needs and prioritiEsis in-
cludes revising and updating the 1998 Yukon trgrétrategy
and developing comprehensive skills and tradesitrgistrat-
egy. The funding agreement template was revisedcior-
dance with recommendations made in the 2009 Auden-
eral report and those reflect government-wide chang the
process and template. Contribution agreements tmen
changed in accordance with a new initiative byBrepartment
of Finance and are now referred to as transfer payragree-
ments. These forms include an evaluative compatoeahsure
the program objectives are being achieved. Finatlgre hu-
man resources have been dedicated to monitoringdimmu-
nity training funds.”

It goes on, Mr. Speaker, to state: “In the new lalmar-
ket framework announced in February 2011, a congnskie
package of strategies was released to guide therYidbour
market for the next ten years and the strategidsde a com-
prehensive skills and trades training strategy dplace the
former 1997 strategy and the recruitment and rieterdtrat-
egy, immigration strategy and labour market infatiorastrat-
egy”, which | spoke to earlier in my remarks.

Further to point 1 in the member’'s motion, we ahswve
the student training and employment program, suncaeger
placement and the targeted initiative for older keos.

Under subheading 2 of the member’s motion, whictois
encourage Yukon youth who wish to pursue careerskiits,
trades and technology, there is, of course, theo¥ukppren-
ticeship program — again, support that the departroffers to
Yukon College. The department has made a commitreent
initiate three trade-targeted secondary program20ai6. | am
hopeful and | have had discussions with the MenfireKlon-
dike that we need to move more quickly on the dwatlit as-
pects, especially on the trades side in our secgrsizhools.
We need to identify the strengths of the studerits are enter-
ing our high schools, coming out of elementary sthoand
identify those for whom trades and technology amea op-
tion. | think that is going to be extremely impartaand we
would be proud to direct students in that direcfiotiat is the
aptitude and skill set that they are showing ay tger high
school and as we prepare them for their life beyluigth school
and beyond their post-secondary education.

Subsection 3 of the member’s motion is to potelytiial-
clude interprovincial accreditation that recognip@srneyper-
sons throughout Canada.

To that, the Yukon government offers two programs
Yukon residents to become a certified journeypeiactB8 des-
ignated trades. The Yukon apprenticeship prograntifies
apprentices who have received on-the-job experiemokin-
school technical training. The Yukon trades quedition pro-
gram offers access to certification for individuai$o hold
trades certification from other Canadian jurisding or coun-
tries and individuals who have gained the requirade ex-
perience without a formal apprenticeship program.

Since 2007, over 350 Yukoners earned their tradesfic
cation through these programs. Over 300 of those e@arned
their interprovincial standards or their red s€dtaining a red
seal in a trade ensures recognition of a journeypes certifi-
cation throughout Canada without further examimatio

To labour mobility — the Yukon is committed to thea-
tional Agreement on Internal Traddhe Yukon is already in
full compliance with chapter 7 of the agreementhwhe ex-
ception of one outstanding amendment regarding teteat
accountants. Subheading (4) of the motion is tadfess the
need for the unique skills that are necessary forkimg in
Arctic climates.” In the spring of 2011, Yukon Gazdie re-
ceived funding to conduct a two-phase feasibilttydy for the
centre for northern innovation in mining, which illvepeak to
after moving my amendment.

Then, of course, the work of the Yukon Researchti@en
and the Yukon Cold Climate Innovation Centre adslsssome
of the issues surrounding those skills that areessary for
working in Arctic or colder climates.

The fifth part of the member’s motion is: “to creathort-
term, immediate solutions using cooperative leayminaddress
the current need for training and a long-term viswith de-
fined, achievable timelines”. Through the commuriigining
funds, the government is committed to providing ¥odrs
with the education and training opportunities neaegto adapt
and succeed in an ever-changing local and glolmsdaay. We
have the labour market agreement funds — the ftimaisare
associated with the labour market development agegats, the
work we do through Skookum Jim Friendship Centrd e
youth employment program.

Finally, the sixth part of the member’'s motion ‘i rec-
ognize the high level of academic ability required enter
fields connected with skills, trades and technolbodpor this,
we have upgrading available at Yukon College.

The recent announcement by the federal governneent r
garding the adult basic education funding is weledrhere to
bring many Yukoners who want to move into careerghie
trades and technology up to a basic level of skiighey can
move beyond that and attain jobs and increase $iuecess as
students and as lifelong learners.

Of course, we have the student apprenticeship anogmnd
the training and funding associated with the vagimitiatives.
One other program that I'd like to mention that kreeve funded
for the next two intakes is the licensed practiuaise program
— an extremely successful program being offered@ton

—
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College. | understand from the Minister of Healtid&Social
Services that the graduates of that program ha\eeah placed
in positions throughout the Yukon. So we're pleasent only
with the training offered and the innovation thiagy offer in
delivering that training, but also the end reswtjch is mean-
ingful employment in the career that they've chosen

So, as you can see, there are a number of ingmtikiat
are already underway by the Yukon government. tii'shat
that I'd like to now move an amendment to Motion. NI66.

Amendment proposed
Hon. Mr. Kent: I move

in education over the last 15 years and that®hét's all | can
attest to. | also know the amazing work that’s geilone cur-
rently in my community of Dawson City. With the hedf the
current Minister of Education, | am very confidehgt this
motion will help in facilitating a direction for éhpeople who
are involved currently and basically use the taemtd the re-
sources that we currently have.

Speaker: Are there any other members who wish to
speak to the amendment?

Mr. Tredger: | would like to speak to the amend-

THAT Motion No. 106 be amended by removing thement. One of the concerns that | have with whathegpened

phrase “develop a comprehensive plan” and replaitingth
the phrase “implement existing plans”, and by itisgrthe
phrase “and explore new models” immediately follogvithe
phrase “technology in Yukon.”

I do have enough copies here for all members t@wev
and of course, the pink copy for the Clerk’s tal8e. perhaps
I'll give that to one of the pages, and allow thembers to
review it.

Again, | had shared this with the Member for Kldgei
prior to making this amendment today, so perhaptl,|at this
point, sit and allow other members to speak to gadicular
amendment.

Speaker:
moved by the Minister of Education

currently is that we're reacting in an ad hoc manteethe
needs of our children and to the people who areggito our
employment force. It speaks to a need for an olvplah and a
strategy that will bring together all of the varsopeople who
are providing the skills. What we need is a plasit@own and
bring the Skills Canada and the Yukon Women in &sadnd
Technology and the people from Yukon College ardsithool
system together to make a comprehensive plan thiathen

take a look at the skills we have, the resourceshanee and
where we're going. Right now, we don’t have thad are need
— in my understanding of the motion, as origingipposed, |
was quite excited because | felt it gave us theodppity to do

The amendment is in order. It has beenthat: to step back, to make a plan that would bemgehensive

and include all of the patrties, rural as well asitéhorse. | am

THAT Motion No. 106 be amended by removing thequite disappointed in this amendment, and | havdatided

phrase “develop a comprehensive plan” and replaitingth
the phrase “implement existing plans” and by inegrithe
phrase “and explore new models” immediately follogvithe
phrase “technology in the Yukon.”

Hon. Mr. Kent: | will be very brief in my remarks on
the amendment, because | know there are a numbethef
members who want to speak to the original motiowaht to
try to get this motion to a vote prior to the eridiay.

In bringing forward this amendment, | just wantedréc-
ognize the good work of the Department of Educasiod offi-
cials. | have only been minister now for four orefimonths
and certainly there has been a lot of work accashplil.

A number of plans have been put in place and thets |
have asked that we include “implement existing glabut of
course we've heard — | know there are a numbewoafersa-
tions that have been taking place throughout thko¥ion ex-
ploring new models to deliver trades and technologining,
whether it's talking to representatives of Skillarfada or in-
dustry or the education system. | think there &ileseme great
models out there that we can take a look at amddote into
what we’re already doing. So that's why I've putviard this
amendment to Motion No. 106.

Mr. Silver: | have no problem with the minister’s
amendment to the motion, as it doesn't deviate fthenorigi-
nal intent of my motion.

| rose today and talked about the need for skikkeths and
trades because of what | know, and because of mgrince

how | am going to vote on it yet.

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

Speaker: Question has been called. On the amend-
ment, are you agreed?

Amendment to Motion No. 106 agreed to

Speaker: Is there any member who wishes to speak on
the amended motion?

Hon. Mr. Nixon: I would like to first begin by thank-
ing the member for bringing the motion forward aagteeing
to the amendment. | would like to begin by reviegvimhat it is
we committed to doing during the last election. ¥éenmitted
to educating today for jobs tomorrow. We committedcon-
tinuing to provide Yukon students with the fundatatskills
necessary to prepare them for jobs, responsikilenghip and
lifelong learning.

Our vision is to develop an inclusive, adaptabld aro-
ductive workforce that contributes and strength&muskon’s
economy. We committed to implement the labour ntarke
framework for Yukon, which includes a comprehensskéls
and trades training strategy. We pledged to engeuggeater
participation of women in vocational skills anddea training,
such as the women exploring trades program. We waid
would promote trades as a career choice for pergadthsdis-
abilities, and that we would encourage the undeleyegd to
pursue vocational skills and trades training.

| want to mention several items in response tortiasion.
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Earlier today, one of the members opposite comethin
that we didn’t have any programming in the corauai facil-
ity. Let me mention one that is directly relevamtour discus-
sion today. We are offering an intro to carpentrgyM to 13 at
the Whitehorse Correctional Centre — a week-longpeatry
workshop happened at the Whitehorse Correctionaitr€e
Five female inmates were given the opportunitye@arh basic
carpentry skills while they constructed a greenkodsis was
a partnership between Yukon College, the correatifarcility,
the Downtown Urban Gardeners Society, and Yukon &om
in Trades and Technology. The greenhouse was cmtett on
WCC property and then moved to a downtown locatidn
DUGS. Two instructors facilitated the workshop. ¥meade it
easy to learn and understand while creating somgpibiioduc-
tive and seeing a finished product.

My colleagues are speaking to different elementshif
motion. | want to focus on the efforts we are mgkim encour-
age more women to pursue the trades and technebaggr.

delivery of workshops. This program is open to giftom
grades 8 to 12. The goal of the project is to iaseethe number
of girls taking shop classes in high school, thugéasing the
likelihood of them pursuing trades careers upordgation.
Cool Tools provides the opportunity to connect tiids in
grades 8 to 12 and hopefully continue the relatignsnto
post-secondary trades training and ultimately a&exain the
trades and technology sector.

The gold show in Dawson — YWITT patrticipated in the
Dawson City gold show with an information booth. Adi-
vidual met many local tradespeople, who were ovetmingly
supportive of women in the trades. This individonadt contrac-
tors with 50 percent female crews, female heavyipgent
operators, and made excellent partners and contacts

| just want to reiterate — and | think this messag#
come time and time again — that education is realkey pri-
ority for this government. In fact, it leads ouafbrm, and we
believe that to achieve a better quality of lifee meed to edu-

We are working with Yukon Women in Trades and Tech-cate today for jobs tomorrow. While the value ofetucation

nology. Their mission statement: As a vibrant, ainstble non-
profit society, in order to increase the numbemaimen in
Yukon trades and technology jobs, we educate abeutiabil-
ity of trades and technology opportunities for wome

They recruit by finding women and employers who igou
be successful together. They support potential present
tradeswomen. They do this because they believeeyesiabuld
not be a barrier to pursuing workplace opportusitiedon’t
have time to go through their goals, but they arpdrtant and
deserving of our attention. To achieve these godW|TT
delivers a series of programs targeting youth ighhschool,
grades 8 to 12. The first program is the Yukon Worggplor-
ing Trades career fair.

This one-day career fair at Yukon College is foadg 8
girls from Whitehorse and the rural communitiesprovide
hands-on experience with different trades in adond suppor-
tive environment. An introduction to three tradetated work-
shops and a demonstration of positive women rolelaiso
gives these young girls a hands-on opportunity xploze
trades and meet people actually working in theetsath en-
courage young women to participate in future careetrades.

Some of the workshops included automotive, eleatric
carpentry, multi-media, culinary arts, plumbing doldeprint
reading. Each workshop was 75 minutes long andivedoa
maximum of 15 girls participating in hands-on aitids.
Tradeswomen and women instructors will be used ashnas
possible to maximize role modelling and mentoriigach
workshop is designed to produce something tandimethe
girls to take away. Girls are able to participataitotal of three
workshops of those offered. In each workshop, thks got
only learn hands-on skills, but create items, saghextension
cords, culinary feasts, bird feeders, electronicistimas cards
and copper pipe sprinklers that they can take hanteshow
their friends and family their talents.

To further engage with schools, the students dehlweaf-
ter-school program called “Cool Tools”. Cool Todatsa 12-
week after-school trades and mining explorationgpam for
young women, using Yukon College as the main vdou¢he

extends far beyond what career options it allows, fact re-
mains that many careers require a specialized sdjland we
recognize that not every student learns in the same We
understand that different students need differeipiperts, so
we went to work and expanded on the support ofrelteve
education and apprentice programs and post-secpedaica-
tion.

These commitments speak to this motion. The mat&is
for the government to work to enable Yukoners ton gelu-
able skills that will allow them to be eligible fopportunities
being offered through the territory, and this pErthe motion
asks what we are doing throughout the Yukon. Souldlike
to offer the following information in response: Thé&kon
government is committed to providing Yukoners wétthuca-
tion and training opportunities necessary to adegut succeed
in an ever-changing local and global economy. Tdraraunity
training funds have proven successful at providiogthese
training opportunities.

For the 2011-12 fiscal year, the Government of Yuko
provided $1.5 million to the community training flinAs in
past years, these funds support various trainiitgatives in
trades and technology, literacy, basic employmkitis devel-
opment, heritage and cultural development. The conity
training fund consists of three streams: commubiged, eco-
nomic sector-based and project-based. Trainingsfiard dis-
crete funds established either with a committeeesgntative
of the community or sector, or with a sponsoringfitation, or
with a transfer payment agreement directly with Depart-
ment of Education. Project funding is not restdcte a spe-
cific region or industry. | understand that worlc@ntinuing on
that front, and | look forward to hearing more gawvs from
my colleague. | would like to extend my thankshe Minister
of Education on that file.

The motion speaks to working with schools and tbe ¢
lege. | would like to share our progress with respe that
element of this motion. Skills Canada provides hantWhite-
horse and communities with hands-on workshops &ilts s
clubs facilitated by volunteer mentors and coacldgch aim
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to promote trades and technology as a viable capern. The
Advanced Education branch provides annual fundimdy sup-
port to enable Skills Canada Yukon to deliver thesekshops
and clubs.

The Territorial Skills Competition, a qualifier féhe Ca-
nadian Skills Competition, was held at Yukon Coflemn April
29 of last year, with over 1,000 students from assr¥ukon
competing or participating in demonstrations. Twethiree
Yukon students participated in this year's Canad&kills
Competition in Quebec City — sorry, | guess it Wast year in
June of 2011 — winning a record two gold and tweesimed-
als. Over the past five years, Advanced Educatamgrovided
the following funding to Skills Canada Yukon: 2008-was
$74,000; 2008-09 was just over $78,000; 2009-10justover
$79,000; 2010-11 was almost $80,000; and 2011-12
roughly the same figure.

The last item urges the Government of Yukon to gacte
the high level of academic ability required to erftelds con-
nected with skills, trades and technology. Liter&cyhe foun-
dation to success in academia and in the worldaafes and
technology.

| just want to share that what this governmentamgl to
address literacy skills of Yukoners. Yukon Collegiers a
wide range of programming to meet literacy-baseddeein
Yukon, including college prep offerings and comntysiased
literacy and essential skills courses designed wiitth for rural
Yukon. Of its base funding, approximately $500,afies to
the delivery of the adult education programs. Yukearn is
Yukon’s principal literacy service delivery ageit. 2011-12,
Yukon provided core funds to Yukon Learn at $178,08hich
covers operational and program/learner expensaddition to
$100,000 for community development.

A couple of other funds, quickly, and then I'll veraip,
because other people would like to speak. The Kwabln
House of Learning received just over $175,000 i11202;
Learning Disabilities Association of Yukon, or LDAYre-
ceived over $80,000; Yukon Literacy Coalition, agai
$25,000; and Yukon Literacy Coalition’sinking Essential
Skills to Life— $30,000.

Again, | commend the member opposite from Dawsloa, t
Klondike, for bringing this motion forward and aptieg the
amendment and | trust that our colleagues in thasdowill
also support this.

Ms. Moorcroft:
amended motion and as New Democrats we certaimytlse
value of education and the value of working withbl
schools and the private sector and the mining comityyuwith
First Nations and Skills Canada and other NGOsh wiade
unions — who | see are not included in the motisritgres-
ently reads — and with Yukon College to ensure thatare
offering to the people of the Yukon good training skills
technology and the trades. As New Democrats, weaseeed
to inspire youth about the value of education. ©hthe things
that we know youth respond well to is experienédlication
programs. Those resonate with many students aneriextial
programs have been developed in a number of aféasmu-

sic, art and drama program, experiential scienognams and
those kinds of programs are all ones that show phetious
governments have done a considerable amount of teaslkp-
port various innovative models of education andning for
people.

We also would like to acknowledge that there isadcto
strengthen and enhance Yukon College community aamp
training and learning opportunities by fosteringt&eworking
relations with First Nations employers, non-goveembal or-
ganizations and other community interests.

The Minister of Education spoke about a comprelhensi
skills and trades training strategy, and the Menisif Justice
spoke about one of the programs at Whitehorse Ciizrel
Centre where the Yukon Women in Trades and Teclyyole

wea very important organization that has done afl@reat work

supporting women in the trades — had helped toseleb pro-
gram where inmates could use basic carpentry skillson-
struct a greenhouse. It is important in lookingte kinds of
programs that are offered for inmates that we rei@egwhat
their needs are and that there be core programthierg that
includes literacy and arts and culture.

In considering what a comprehensive skills and esad
training strategy needs to do, there is a needkparel basic
literacy programs, particularly in rural Yukon, Huat it can
reach unemployed Yukoners. We need to see the lstiom of
small business, local infrastructure and housinghat all cre-
ates local employment and on-the-job opportunitide also
want to see that there are new and flexible trgirprograms
for those who are already employed, so they camagegtheir
skills, improve their wages and be more productive.

Iltem 3 of the motion speaks to including interprmval
accreditation, which recognizes journeypersons udfnout
Canada and, as the Minister of Education indicatteehe are
48 designated trades and the red seal interpraVistEindard is
one that allows journeypersons to practise in eyaigdiction
in Canada.

We have brought forward to this Assembly during tit-
ting what we see as a need and what has beenfidédrfor a
number of years as a need, which is to add tolitatf desig-
nated trades and designate oil burner mechaniasrasle. We
need to see regulation so that there are cerifiieburner me-
chanics installing and maintaining furnaces, and nged to
establish licensing requirements and see prop@eat®ns in
place to enforce those standards. This will imprgublic

I’'m pleased to rise to speak to this safety.

The motion acknowledges the work of many organiza-
tions, including Skills Canada, which has said thaye over
400 apprentices in their programs, and we have sggly ap-
prentices win competitions and medals over the $asteral
years at Skills Canada competitions, and we'rdygabud of
what they can accomplish.

We as New Democrats have indicated support fohadc
of mining to train more Yukoners for well-payingoin min-
ing and related industries by working with Yukon lIEge,
industry, unions, First Nations and non-governmeamgianiza-
tions.
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As | mentioned earlier, the trade unions have pmlage
leadership role throughout the history of our maiio advocat-
ing for workers’ safety, for young workers’ safetgr rigorous
training and apprenticeship programs. Trade un&esan im-
portant partner in promoting and delivering tragih expect it
was an oversight, but | hope that the Member famidike will
see it as a friendly amendment to insert the wétdgle un-
ions” into the motion.

Amendment proposed
Ms. Moorcroft: I move

sionally and the wisdom that he has brought forwtardugh
this motion.

Mr. Silver: | just want to comment a bit about the
background as to why | brought this motion forwé&sdbegin
with.

The momentum didn’t start just recently. We've béadk-
ing about this in Dawson at Robert Service Schoolyears
and how the original thought was that Dawson shbel@ tech
and trades hub for the Yukon. We see a lot of dariginal
and other rural students coming into Whitehorse getiing

THAT Motion No. 106 be amended by adding the worddost in the fray. | taught at F.H. Collins whenirst got to the

“trade unions” between the words “NGOs” and “and”.

| have copies of that amendment for all membershef
House and have indicated to the Member for Klondhet |
would be bringing forward this amendment.

Speaker:  The amendment is in order.

Yukon, and the courses that | taught at that tineeewndica-
tive of that kind of situation.

We've been holding meetings on this topic for saler
years now, and it has ramped up considerably indbkiefew
months. We’ve been having lots of meetings. In ¢howeet-

It has been moved by the Member for Copperbelt ISoutings, there has been an open call for anybody meecimrward

that amended Motion No. 106 be further amended duing
the words “trade unions” between the words “NGOsd a
“and”.

The Member for Copperbelt South has 13 minuteslahd
seconds remaining on the amendment.

Ms. Moorcroft: As | said in introducing this amend-
ment, labour has played a leadership role in adimgdor
worker safety and for trades. We can look to thier&ary 2012
addition of Up Here Businesshat speaks to making it easier
for Yukon apprentices to finish their training.tHings go ac-
cording to plan, Whitehorse United Association 10840 is
finalizing a business plan that would see a trantasing
school opening in the territory’s capital. The urifobusiness
manager, Don Austin, has said a training schoahtegral to
Yukoners capitalizing on the trade-specific jobatthre com-
ing available. Many older apprentices have famibesl they
cannot always drop everything and travel Outsidee DUnited
Association is one of a number of unions that sffireir own
schools, and the proposal that they have develipéd put
forward a training centre that would include mobitaining
services that could visit the territory’s rural conmities.

Many of their trades are ones that are exerciséldemin-
ing sector and we would want to encourage the rgisiector
to use trades apprentices in employment. Thatrfitgell with
the minister's amendment to this motion to explotieer op-
tions for offering quality training in skills, trad and technol-
ogy. We believe these are well worth support frdnmambers
of the House. | would encourage members to supfiat
amendment to the motion.

Hon. Mr. Pasloski:
would support the amendment as described by thesipm
and thank the opposition for their constructiveunjn this
discussion and in this motion. | would also liketéfie the op-
portunity to thank the Minister of Education forshexcellent
job and leadership in this role.

| would also like to thank the MLA for Klondike, ce
tainly, for his motion and the experience he digplarofes-

and share their experiences and their knowleddarass what
they want as far as the face of tech and tradd®irYukon.

My problem with the amendment was only that intladise
meetings, this is the first time that | have hachance to con-
sider trade unions being part of the motion.

As far as | am concerned, trade unions fit alre@dthe
motion under NGOs and, to be quite honest, | ddmte
enough information from my previous experience$ram the
meetings that we have had as far as what the iawadwnt of
trade unions would be. That is my comment.

Ms. Stick: I would just like to rise and speak in sup-
port of this friendly amendment, and | will keepbitef. | just
think it is important to remember and be aware that the
Yukon Employees Union members and trade union mesnbe
across the Yukon who are working with the curre@6 4p-
prentices — well, not working with all of them, lzerse some
of them are not in the Yukon, but may be employedather
places. It is they who provide the support androftee mentor-
ship that apprentices require in these positiotisink that it is
important that they become a part of this motioagtee with
the motion; | think that it is time for the straye@nd | believe
that the unions and trade unions need to be indolwethis
amendment.

Speaker: Does anyone else wish to speak to the
amendment?
Mr. Tredger: I wish to speak in favour of the

amendment too. | have been a member of a locahuitis a
time-honoured tradition within unions to train apptices and

| rise to say that the government work to continue the trade — whichever it is theyin. This

has been taking place since the Industrial RevatutiTrade
unions work — people who take and train their apfices and
move on. | think they're an integral part of anyaming that
takes place and | think it would be a real shamiedwe them
out.
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Mr. Barr:
amendment. What really appeals to me is the oppitytthat
rural communities will have with a mobile unit thaill be able
to go from community to community, rather than lregs
families for a month at a time — apprentices whghtr now,
basically for different situations, have to go twtCalgary and
spend a month away from their families.

This way, with being able to offer different levets
grades of the trade that they decide to go intey thon’t have
to leave the community and they can continue taagey It's
good, | know, that we can stay at our homes withfamilies
and not break up that continued support, especigitl the
younger workforce that we want to be able to eitifggrade or
work on new skills, so I'd just like to say that.

Amendment to Motion No. 106 agreed to

Speaker: Is there any other debate on the amended
motion?
Ms. White: I'm going to speak to this from personal

experience. We're going to go back to when | wasleamen-
tary school and this is when | had someone comanththey
talked to our class and they told us that reallyainpeople
would go to university; kind of smart people wogd to col-
lege; and everybody else would go to trades schdtilen |
was in high school, high school wasn't for me anehk one of
those youth who had a hard time showing up andllehhard
time being involved and | had a hard time payirtgrgton. I'm
sure you've all seen me squirm over on this side.

So | want to say how proud | am of everyone heretd-
ize that we’re now supporting a different avenuesdiication
and how important it is to encourage people intotthdes.

I'm a journeyman baker. I'm a red seal baker. Sumfr
journeymen and women everywhere, I'm very excitbduh
this.

Hon. Mr. Dixon: I'll speak relatively briefly, seeing
the time and the fact that | believe it's the wiflthe House to
bring this motion to a unanimous vote of suppont B did
want to quickly, if | could, correct some of thecoed in the
House today.

We had some discussion about the need for a compreh
sive strategy. Of course, | think that somethirgg the Auditor
General’s office noted in its review of the Depatmof Edu-
cation years ago and reflected in the annual rdpor2010-11
of the Department of Education was that — they cotetl a
full review of the community training fund, whichas com-
pleted by the department to ensure funding dedisama in line
with defined needs and priorities. That includedl,course,
revising and updating the 1998 Yukon training smgt and
developing a comprehensive skills and trades trgistrategy,
as the Minister of Education spoke to earlier today

In the new labour market framework announced inrlreb
ary 2011, a comprehensive package of strategiesreleased
to guide the Yukon labour market for the next 1@rge The
strategies included a comprehensive skills andetadaining
strategy — as | just mentioned — a recruitment atdntion

| would like to also speak in support of this strategy, an immigration strategy, and a labourketanforma-

tion strategy. To answer the Member for Mayo-Tatchugues-
tions about the need for a comprehensive stratefink there
is one there. We do need to do more work in terfmsnple-

menting it though. | think this motion is a timebpe and an
important one to continue the good work done bydapart-
ment so far and to encourage the continued devedopim the
implementation of this.

Another key component is the amendment from the Mem

ber for Riverdale North regarding looking at newdels. In
the amended motion we are debating now, the matidodes
attention to new models. | know the Department oéribmic
Development has worked with the college to provigieding

for a two-part review. The first phase of that leen com-
pleted, but that review is intended to look at fibssibility of a
centre for northern innovation in mining.

I think that has the potential to be a new modeltfis

kind of work that is contemplated in this motiorhelfeasibil-
ity study, which, as | said, was funded in parttbg Depart-
ment of Economic Development and done in collatbonatith

the college, found a number of interesting findinBbase 1
noted that it focused on the collection of data aridrmation

to provide a current and comprehensive socio-ecanqor-

trait of global, national and territorial contexitiwn which a
centre for northern innovation in mining would ogter The
issue around pressures of labour, especially inmhmeng in-

dustry, is not a unique one. It is, indeed, andghat is faced
by Canada as a whole and more specifically in testern Ca-
nadian region.

While | attended the Prospectors and Developersdas
tion conference in Toronto earlier this year, | tihd opportu-
nity to meet and have a good discussion with aessptative
from the Mining Industry Human Resources Councihow
shared with me an interesting report entitlddearthing Pos-
sibilities: Human Resources Challenge and Oppotiesiin
the Canadian Exploration Sector.

Although this gentleman from the MIHR Council was
from the south, he was well-aware of the Yukon #raactiv-
ity going on in the Yukon and the challenges weencing.
He was quite quick to provide me with this studyindeed
pointed out that the challenges faced by Yukonyedaand a
lot of the actions contemplated in this motion laetng looked
at by a number of jurisdictions across the courgoy] would
say that in that context, it's not a unique probleon a unique
challenge; it's something that is being dealt wéttross the
country.

To wrap up, if | could, Mr. Speaker, the motionaofurse
— the comprehensive strategy and continued implémtien
of that strategy as well as the new models like abetre for
northern innovation in mining — will guide us forvea bring-
ing together those partners, which of course irelad as the
member who put forward the motion indicated — thiegte
sector and mining, communities, First Nations, NG@Dd the
college. | think a good example of that is the @=ifor North-
ern Innovation in Mining study.

With that, | will turn over the floor, and hopefulive can
bring this motion to a vote and support it unanisipu
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Mr. Tredger:
the amendment a little more carefully. It was sgram me a
little quickly. The phrase “implement existing ptn— now
that would be nice. | know it has only been threarg since
the Auditor General’s report, but the plans ardiggtdusty. |
look forward to seeing the implementation of thangl, and
seeing that we're in agreement there, I'll turback over to —

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: I know time is of the essence. |
just wanted to add one more point to this. Withglst history
of this government and the booming economy, thisrd$é an
opportunity. We have a lot of new businesses thatmoved
up to the Yukon — big companies from the south thete
afforded opportunities for some of our youth anchewf our
residents to go through some of this training apgrentice-
ships. An example is the partnership with the YulRerty
government and the Government of Canada on thdagratu
centers. | have two employees — two young peoplayrrid-
ing — who are going to wind up with apprenticeskipen
they're done. This is important for our youth, ddholeheart-
edly support the Member for Klondike. | just wantedyet that
across — that with our good economy, we can impteradot
of this stuff. Thank you.

Speaker:
does any other member wish to be heard on the asdema-
tion?

Hon. Mr. Cathers: I'll be very brief in speaking to
this. | appreciate the motion brought forward bg thember
and the amendments made by other members to thisnk
this motion speaks to an important area, that b#iegmpor-
tance of offering training to enable Yukon citizeostake ad-
vantage of jobs available in the mining sector higtabut also
within other areas and sectors of the economyleskirades,
carpentry, welding, et cetera. With that, | will bapporting
this amended motion and thank the Member for Klkador
bringing it forward.

Speaker:
speak to the amended motion?

Mr. Silver:
The Member for Copperbelt South mentioned expeadkent
learning and | just wanted to do a quick little shout here,
actually. Jesse Jewell, who currently works atBDepartment
of Education, in the experiential branch, was unstental in
taking the curriculum that was presented with thitual edu-
cation system from the Ontario board and from tinendék
Hwéch’in, and he helped with the editing procesmake sure
it was available for the current system and for Weey that
things are done in the education system.

| just wanted to say kudos to him. Also, | can owigtch
videos and researcHansard from previous Legislative As-
semblies and read the newspapers as to the moddeethod-
ologies of previous assemblies, but | just wanteddy for the
record that the Minister of Education is leadingexample in

Are there any other members who wish to

| just have a couple of things to say here.

| just wanted to say that | did read overregard to his working together with all memberghi$ House.

As a teacher in this territory for the previous yéars, | feel
that | represent a wealth of knowledge, and theidtn for
Riverdale North has been very respectful of thigl ham sure
that the Member for Mayo-Tatchun can also atteshi® dili-

gence. He is to be commended on that.

Fifteen years in education in the Yukon — | knove th
quality of students that we have and | know thgitramissed
opportunities that | have seen from a lot of mydstis along
the way. Particular types of rural students andi@dar types
of trades-orientated students have not always radd¢ademic
opportunity to shine in the traditional academisteyn. Give
these students a home in our education system |evd them
somewhere to shine.

Coming from the only community in the world, | bale,
that has a casino in a school zone, | am a bettiag, and |
will bet all of the resources that | own currentty and basi-
cally, with the money that | received from teachinddawson
for the last 15 years — | will bet all of that mgnthat if we
put an emphasis on these students, they will shiivee allow
them a part of our school system that actually daké con-
sideration their unique academic skills in tech amdles, we
will have a very bright future here in the Yukon.

So I'd like to thank all the ministers and membierswhat

Before the member speaks and closes debatepunds like a consent for this motion to pass fodwahank

you.

Speaker:  Are you prepared for the question on the mo-
tion as amended?

Some Hon. Members:  Division.
Division

Speaker:  Division has been called.
Bells
Speaker:  Mr. Clerk, please poll the House.

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: Agree.

Hon. Mr. Cathers: Agree.

Hon. Ms. Taylor: Agree.

Hon. Mr. Graham: Agree.

Hon. Mr. Kent: Agree.

Hon. Mr. Nixon: Agree.

Ms. McLeod: Agree.

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: Agree.

Hon. Mr. Dixon: Agree.

Mr. Hassard: Agree.

Ms. Hanson: D’accord.

Mr. Tredger: Agree.

Ms. Moorcroft: Agree.

Ms. White: Agree.

Ms. Stick: Agree.

Mr. Bairr: Agree.

Mr. Elias: Agree.

Mr. Silver: Agree.

Clerk: Mr. Speaker, the results are 18 yea, nil nay.

Speaker: The yeas have it. | declare the motion, as
amended, carried.
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Motion No. 106 agreed to as amended

Hon. Mr. Cathers: I move that the House do now ad-
journ.

Speaker: It has been moved by the Government House
Leader that the House do now adjourn.

Motion agreed to

Speaker:  This House stands adjourned until 1:00 p.m.
tomorrow.

The House adjourned at 5:21 p.m.
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