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Yukon Legislative Assembly
Whitehorse, Yukon
Tuesday, April 3, 2012 — 1:00 p.m.

Speaker: I will now call the House to order. We will
proceed at this time with prayers.

Prayers

DAILY ROUTINE

Speaker:
Paper.
Tributes.

TRIBUTES
In recognition of Yukon Biodiversity Awareness Mont h

Hon. Mr. Dixon:
colleagues to join with me in recognizing April &sikon’s
Biodiversity Awareness Month. Yukon is home to tefshou-
sands of plant and animal species, many found n@wlse in
Canada and several nowhere else in the world. Mérkese
we are all familiar with, such as moose, caribaougd squir-
rels and beaver, but there are also more uniquaespsuch as
Baikal sedge, a grass-like perennial that is atsmd in eastern
Asia, and Yukon draba, which is a relict from theriBgia.
People might wonder where those come from. Theserane
species do reside in Yukon and they are part ofbiadiver-
sity.

We will proceed at this time with the Order

I rise in the House today to ask my

apologies in advance: the Persius Duskywing; tHarRd-ritil-
lary; and the Anicia Checkerspot. Butterflies addlipators,
which are an important part of the ecosystem.

Biodiversity Awareness Month is a time to celebrtite
pollinators — the insects, birds and other spetieg help
transfer pollen from one plan to another and hefguee
healthy ecosystems. Without pollinators, most of éood
crops would die and forests would wither. Withootlipators,
our world would be a very hungry place. Biodiversg under
threat in many parts of this planet, and we alldnte work
together to make sure that the precious biodiwersiat we
have here today is with us for years to come. Thyarnk

Ms. White: | rise on behalf of the Official Opposition
to pay tribute to biodiversity. Biodiversity is arcept that
expresses the interaction of every species of drama plant
life on earth. We live in a fragile environment, which this
interdependence of species plays a vital part énsthrvival of
all life on the planet, including our own. Drawiagtention to
biodiversity helps make us aware of our greatesbuece, our
natural world.

We must understand that two-thirds of natural psees
that support life are being degraded by human pressn ef-
fect, one species, human beings, are now considedzhger
to the other 10 million species on our planet; tisabf grave
concern. Human activity is putting such a strainttom natural
functions of earth that the ability of the planetsosystems to
sustain future generations can no longer be tagemgrnted.

We have Squanga whitefish, which evolved from lakeFor instance, humans now use between 40 and Sérgestall

whitefish following the last ice age. These fiskedeon plank-
ton in open water in contrast with mature lake efigh else-
where, which are bottom-feeders. The collared jgka small
relative of rabbits. Its distinctive calls are féiani to hikers
who venture into rocky alpine country in the Yukdrhe col-
lared pika is a species that evolved in unglaci&8edngia and
is now restricted to Alaska, Yukon, western Nortetweerrito-
ries and northwestern British Columbia.

The Yukon is also home to the woodchuck, also knaan
the groundhog. Though they are more commonly foasst of
the Canol Road, the first Yukon groundhog recortdechodern
science was found near Dawson City just beforegtiid rush.
Yukon is the year-round home of two types of sealsthe
ringed seal and the bearded seal. The beardedghallargest
in Canada and can weigh up to 400 kilograms. Tinged seal
is almost the smallest with adults weighing up @okidlograms.
Yukon seals feed in complete darkness for four o the
year.

Biodiversity is the variety of all living thingsydm the ti-
niest soil organism to the biggest mammal. Evescigs has a
part to play. All life on earth is incredibly intpendent.
Yukon’s biodiversity has four amphibian species,fid8 spe-
cies, 66 mammal species, 227 bird species, momre 1g00
types of plants and well over 6,000 insect specWs. are
lucky to have 91 different butterfly species in tiiakon —
many colours, sizes and names. Before | attempéatoe some
of these rather humorous and difficult-to-pronouspecies of
butterfly, | should offer to any lepidopterologistit there my

available fresh water. Fish stocks are over-haegesForests
are receding at alarming rates. Deforestation dseour ca-
pacity to balance our carbon emissions.

These facts are shocking, and they are of extremper-
tance to us in the Yukon. We are too complacentitabor vast
wilderness and our many lakes and rivers. We takéori
granted that we can shoot our moose every yeagarishing
all summer long, but when will that end? We are erntoorrified
about the natural process of wildfires than weadreut allow-
ing old and new mine sites to leach toxic chemidaie our
waterways. We are living now on borrowed time, dé&ph
natural assets as if there were no tomorrow.

We must understand and act upon these devastatitg f
We cannot continue our disinterest in conservasiod preser-
vation. We cannot let global warming and climataraye go
unchallenged. The loss of wetlands is catastro@@etling our
precious water as a commodity is wrong and irresibbe
Biodiversity is not just an interesting concept.n€ervation is
not a luxury. We cannot ignore them. It's at ourilpe

Mr. Silver: | rise today on behalf of the Liberal cau-
cus to pay tribute to Yukon Biodiversity Awarendgsnth.
Biodiversity has been described as the “web of lfethe va-
riety of living things or the different plants, amils and micro-
organisms, their genes, the ecosystem, of whichdhe a part.
Biodiversity encompasses every living thing that exist in
our planet and in the environment in which thegliv
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Human beings depend on biodiversity for our susteea Are there any reports of committees?
health and well-being, and enjoyment of life. Weiwk all of Are there any petitions?
our food and many medicines and industrial prodérais the Are there any bills to be introduced?

wild and domesticated components of biological diitg. ,
Biodiversity is the basis for much of our recreatand tourism PRIVATE MEMBERS' BILLS
and includes the ecosystems, which help provideitisclean  Bill No. 102: Introduction and First Reading

water. If the Earth’s ecosystems are to remainthgathey Ms. Stick: | move that a bill, entitledct to Amend

require many different species of animals and plaAli life is  the Ombudsman Adbe now introduced and read a first time.

linked tggether, and every living organism hasla to play in Speaker: It has been moved by the Member for River-

our environment. o dale South that a bill, entitiefict to Amend the Ombudsman
The survival of an endangered species is linkettheosur- Act be now introduced and read a first time.

vival of its habitat, which is linked to the ecomm that sur- Motion for introduction and first reading of Bill & 102

rounds it. Our biodiversity is sensitive to the tha climate agreed to
and environmental changes. Biodiversity is very anignt for

the future of the planet, and we need to know natreut our Speaker:  Are there any further bills for introduction?
species and ecosystems to be able to manage, eensed Are there any notices of motion?
protect them.

In the Yukon, we are fortunate to live in an ardame  NOTICES OF MOTION
credible landscape and diversity, including wetlgndeadows, Ms. McLeod: | rise to give notice of the following
boreal forests, alpine, and Arctic areas. Yukonmigue biodi-  motion:
versity is also home to numerous species of plantmy of THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon takvo

which are not found anywhere else in Canada, andther in partnership with First Nations to help them makeir land
place in Canada is home to both Arctic species smdhern available for residential development.
species of animals.

There are many unique events planned throughout the Mr. Hassard: | rise to give notice of the following
Yukon in celebration of Biodiversity Awareness Miontt is a  motion:
great time to join in events such as the CeletmaibSwans, THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon te en
National Wildlife Week and Earth Day, as all ofgkeactivities hance the home care program, including providingenielp
are now part of the Yukon’s Biodiversity Awarendésnth. for respite care of children and dependent relative

In celebration of Biodiversity Awareness Month, have
an opportunity to pay tribute to our environmehg support of | also give notice of the following motion:
life itself here in Yukon. Let us pause and takm@ment to THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon to-co
reflect and recognize our fragile, unique ecosysteoar flora  tinue to provide assistance to Yukoners with digégs to help
and fauna, our wildlife and natural beauty. them modify their homes to accommodate their diggbi

We would like to thank the many Yukoners who redngn
the importance of our ecosystem and are workingl baren- Ms. Hanson: | give notice of the following motion:
sure habitats are sustainable and protected fade wariety of THAT this House urges the Yukon government to intro
species. Nature cannot fight for itself; it needs leelp. duce legislation to govern lobbying activities thesuld im-

plement the Conflict Commissioner's recommendatiorhis
Speaker:  Introduction of visitors. annual report of July 2010 by:

(1) requiring the registration of lobbyists;

INTRODUCTION OF VISITORS (2) setting out a code of conduct; and

Mr. Silver: With your indulgence, Mr. Speaker, | (3) imposing penalties for violations.

would ask the members of the House to join me ifceveing

ex-Dawsonite and long-time Yukoner, Adam Morrison. Mr. Silver: | rise to give notice of the following mo-
Applause tion:

_ THAT this House urges the Minister of Community Ser
~ Speaker:  Are there any returns or documents for ta-yices to lend her department's expertise and peedoio the
bling? urgent task of residential land development in Dawg€ity,
TABLING RETURNS AND DOCUMENTS bulding on the fincings of the Klondike Developre@rgan®
Mr. Barr: | have for tabling a letter from the Em- zaton's housing strategy date arc , Withpeet to
L ) ) getting vacant Yukon government-owned lots to miagtean
ployment Standards Board regarding its review efYlkon’s affordable cost
minimum wage and recommendations sent to the Minist ’

Community Services on January 30, 2012. Speaker: Is there a statement by a minister?

Speaker:  Are there any other returns or documents for
tabling?
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Speaker’s ruling

Speaker:
Member for Mount Lorne-Southern Lakes questionedhtin-
ister of Community Services with regard to the minim wage
in Yukon. During the course of his final supplensgtques-
tion, the member asked the minister, “Why did sh&lend this
House?” The Government House Leader then rosepoma of
order, and said, “For the member to accuse anatieenber of
this House of ‘misleading’ this House is a veryi@as accusa-
tion under our Standing Orders. | believe pasttpads such
that such an accusation should not be made lightly.

The Chair believes that such an accusation shootidba
made at all. Standing Order 19(h) says, “A memlhail e
called to order by the Speaker if that member...awmeanother
member with uttering a deliberate falsehood.” THeai€C be-
lieves that the words used by the Member for Mdumrne-
Southern Lakes, in the context in which they weseduyester-
day, violated Standing Order 19(h).

As annotation 494 in the sixth edition Beauchesne’s
Parliamentary Rules and Formsays, “It has been formally
ruled by Speakers that statements by Members risgec
themselves and particularly within their own knodde must
be accepted. It is not unparliamentarily tempeyatelcriticize
statements made by Members as being contrary tiatie but
no imputation of intentional falsehood is permisitOn rare
occasions this may result in the House having teptctwo
contradictory accounts of the same incident.”

On a related point, the Member for Mount Lorne-Seuh
Lakes said, in his defence, “Mr. Speaker, | redplgtrequest
that you reviewHansard from Tuesday, March 27, to deter-
mine whether ‘misled’ is out of order.”

Members should appreciate that the Speaker’s nofge-
siding over Question Period is to ensure membdtsviathe
established rules and practices. The Speaker iesmpbwered
to determine the truth or accuracy of statementdentyy mem-
bers. Neither can the Speaker determine if an imacy in a
statement made by a member has been offered daibeor
not.

The Chair appreciates that all members of this ddudd
their views with some conviction and disagree, simes
quite strongly, with views expressed by other mensibielem-
bers are free to present their own version of #wsfand to
guestion the facts presented by others. Howevembees
should at all times treat each other with resp&ctusing an-
other member of deliberately misleading the Housesdnot
meet the standard.

We will now proceed with Question Period.

QUESTION PERIOD
Question re:

Mr. Barr:
responsible for the country’s lowest minimum wage$9.27
per hour, the opportunity to set the record stitaigh

Why did the minister state in the House on MarchHag,
“...we are very much committed to adhering to theonemen-
dation of the board,” and, “We look forward to reteg the

Minimum wage

outcome of those deliberations”, when the Employini&tan-

Yesterday, during oral Question Period, thedards Board gave her its recommendations on JaB0&ry

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

Point of order

Speaker:
der.

Hon. Mr. Cathers: | believe that in the past it has
been ruled out of order for the members to invigietstfor min-
isters such as the Member for Mount Lorne-Southeies did
in referring to the Minister for Community Servicas the min-
ister responsible for the verbiage that he inserted

Speaker: Member for Copperbelt South, on the point
of order.

Ms. Moorcroft: Mr. Speaker, the Minister of Com-
munity Services is responsible for the Employmetain8ards
Board and for the determination of the minimum wan&su-
ant to theEmployment Standards Acshe does hold that re-
sponsibility.

Government House Leader, on a point of or-

Speaker’s ruling

Speaker: | don't believe there is a point of order. The
member was referring to the minister’s role anghoesibilities
and not necessarily giving her a new title.

Hon. Ms. Taylor: In trying to be very respectful to
the debate here today and to raise the level oatdelh will
indeed respond to the member opposite’s questiaould like
to just reiterate what | had mentioned yesterdayfact, our
government will be proceeding to Cabinet with teeammen-
dations of the board with respect to Yukon’s minimwage.
That will in fact result in the wage rate rising&0.30 an hour
for the current year, which will in fact bring Yukie minimum
wage rate to the second highest in the country.

With respect to the member opposite’s subsequees-qu
tion, our government places great emphasis on &gl ror
public consultation on important issues such asigi the
minimum wage. In fact, we did ask the board to emdhose
consultations. Subsequent to that, the board h&sctrmade it
very clear that it feels it is within its mandatedet the mini-
mum wage. We respect their ruling and accordingdywill be
going to Cabinet with those subsequent recommentati

Mr. Barr: On January 30, 2012, the legislative au-
thority on minimum wage rates, the Employment Stads
Board, wrote to the minister and provided the feily rec-
ommendations: (1) the Yukon hourly minimum wage rsttall
be increased to $10 per hour; (2) the minimum wade shall
continue to be adjusted to reflect the consumeregndex ad-
justment on April 1, which would increase the ritem $10 to
$10.30 per hour; and (3) after making the immedadpist-
ment, the board will conduct a full public constitia the fall

Mr. Speaker, | want to give the minister of 2012 to determine whether further adjustmentbi¢orate are

required.

My question: Why did the minister not follow thegisla-
tive authority’s recommendation on minimum wageJanuary
30 and wait until April 2?

Hon. Ms. Taylor: Mr. Speaker, again, for the member
opposite, we are proceeding to Cabinet with thepgsed
recommended changes, which include increasing theertt
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ommended changes, which include increasing theewtrr
minimum wage rate of $9 per hour to $10 per hoffgcéve
May 1, 2012. This includes making an annual adjestnie-
ginning on May 1, 2012, to the $10 rate to refkbet previous
calendar year’'s consumer price index, which isdhpercent or
$10.30 per hour for the current year, and subsehukealding

a public review in the fall of 2012, seeking feechas to the
sufficiency of this revised rate of $10.30 per hour

So, in fact, the government is moving forward wite
proposed recommendations. We'’re going to Cabinetll\We
able to follow up with a more formal announcementhie days
to come. We thank the board for their good work amdcer-
tainly look forward to moving forward.

Mr. Barr: We also thank the board for its good work.
My question might be this: Would there be a rettvac
amount allotted to minimum wage workers so theyldoe-
ceive this money sooner?

Hon. Ms. Taylor: We're actually holding true to the
Employment Standards Board’s determination reggrdime
minimum wage, which has to do with the actual munm
wage rate being increased to reflect the new ra#&10.30 an
hour, effective May 1, 2012. So I'm not sure what tetroac-
tivity rate is that the member opposite is refegria, but we are
adhering to the board’s recommendations on alt$on

Question re:  Federal budget

Ms. Hanson:
the territory are still digesting the impacts ofe thidarper-
Flaherty budget. The impact of raising old age sgcto age
67 will affect every Canadian family in some way.

On top of this, thousands of public servants whaokwor
the Yukon government got a rude awakening in thaera
budget. They are now expected to make larger durions to
their pensions. With the stroke of a pen, Yukonligugector
workers will be paying an average of $1,100 morehegear
for their pension out of their household budget.

Does the Premier endorse this change that will noean
Yukon public servants will have $1,100 less in tipeickets?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: As the member opposite is aware,
the budget was the federal budget that just canvendast
Thursday. Yukon government employees are membetheof
federal government superannuation plan and therefog sub-
ject to changes to that plan. What was announceacdhe there
will be changes to that plan that will occur oviend. We are
not sure exactly what those timelines will be as hoint. We
are waiting for more information to find out exgcthat the
timelines and the specifics are going to be toctienges to the
plan.

Ms. Hanson: Quite frankly, this government is com-
pletely disconnected with the everyday struggleomfinary
Yukoners trying to pay their bills. We need lookfaather than
their handling of our shamefully low minimum wag&'e are
pleased to hear it is going to $10.30. If we hamliaty acted
when the Employment Standards Board said we shatld,
would have started on Aprifl

Working people across the country and

endorsing the move: “This change the federal gavemt says
will bring it into line with other public and prita sector
plans.” Why the ho-hum response? Does the Prenoiecare
that thousands of Yukoners are all of a suddensiuods of
dollars out of pocket?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: As | mentioned, we will be wait-
ing for more details that will come out in termstié specifics
to the changes to the plan. As was described byfatieral
Minister of Finance — what they're looking at is wrg this
plan to be more in line with similar — not only yate plans,
but other public plans, as well. So, we will be tivey to find
out the exact details in terms of the timeline ttay’ll be
looking at to make the transition from the curremtio of 60-
percent employer, 40-percent employee to a 50:90 sp
terms of contributions to their benefit plan.

Ms. Hanson: It would be nice if Yukoners could
count on their Premier to speak on their behald, mot on be-
half of the federal government — 4,000 workers;gii80 each
equals $4.4 million additional that public servaml now
pay.

That's $4.4 million not being spent in the locabromy.
One of the most pressing social policy debatesggomis the
growing gap between rich and poor. The middle dastrink-
ing. This government’s actions suggest that it flegtsn’t care
about this debate. How else can you explain thsgothnection
on minimum wage and public sector pensions?

Now that this government will be saving $4.4 mitfliin
pension contributions, can they tell us their plarspend this
windfall earned on the backs of Yukon public segtorkers?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: As | have mentioned, we’re wait-
ing to see what the details are to find out exaethat’s rolling
out. Any time there are people in this economy Whwe less
disposable income in their pocket to spend in #gdsnomy
concerns me and this government, and we are carssoithat.
We're waiting to find out what the details are gpito be and
what exactly is the timeline for the rollout ofghthange in that
plan.

Question re:  Korbo Apartments rebuild

Mr. Silver: Last November, the John Korbo Apart-
ments building in Dawson City was demolished. Befitre site
was badly contaminated by an oil spill, Korbo add8dapart-
ments to a very limited rental market. Dawsonitasehbeen
developing solutions to the local housing crunche nterest-
ing idea involved the community and a First Natiotievel-
opment corporation partnership to build new, mixesd-rental
housing at the Korbo site.

Does the minister currently have any plans for ilding
on that specific site, or for working with the irésted parties
in Dawson who would like to do so?

Hon. Mr. Kent: As the Member for Klondike noted,
there was a fuel spill at the old Korbo Apartmdmtgding site
in Dawson City. The existing building has since rbgern
down, but the fuel spill has not been remediated lyander-
stand, in talking to officials and dealing with theard, that

When the federal budget came down last week, immedthat work will be underway this summer. | did hakie chance

ately sucking an average of $1,100 out of the pisoEYukon
public sector workers, this is what our Premier baday in

to meet with members of the Klondike Developmergaddiza-
tion in Dawson City on a recent visit. | think whese start to
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come up with ideas for the Korbo site, we’ll cemtgiconsider
those ideas and other ideas from the private seatowell as
potential solutions that will be brought forwardrdhgh the
Yukon Housing Corporation Board of Directors.

Mr. Silver:
question. The Klondike Development Organization basn
looking for solutions to Dawson City's lack of hdong for
some time. I'll draw the minister’s attention teth2011 hous-
ing strategy report, which includes an excellemvey of local
housing issues and it outlines some potential mesgpm As
well, they just pulled off a very successful comiityrfiorum,
entitled “Forward Minded Housing Solutions — Imagima
Community-Based Rental Development”.

New rental housing could be built by the privatetseon
the Korbo site. There are construction companiesadly en-
gaged with the community partners on this. But &o uiti-
mately affordable, the community-designed housimgjeet
would have to be built on a low-cost lot. Will thenister con-
sider transferring the cleaned-up Korbo site to cbmmunity
at below market cost, so that private industry baild this
much needed rental housing?

Hon. Mr. Kent:
poration will rule out any potential future optioregarding the
old Korbo Apartments site in Dawson. | am surehgill be a
number of proposals put forward, not only by theorklike
Development Organization, but there may be soméomgpt
included that come through the Yukon Housing Caafion
and its board of directors.

The first order of business is to get the old apartt site
remediated. | understand Yukon Housing officialgevat the
recent forum the member opposite spoke about. Aghol
have not had a chance to speak with them abouy#tat look
forward to their report back from that. Again, | mien that
when it comes to redeveloping the Korbo site, wended to
complete the remediation and go through the YESAdce@ss.

| believe we haven’'t completed that part of it yaid then
look for options to develop that in the future,liming some of
the options that are being put forward by the KDO.

Mr. Silver:
gether to propose solutions to the Dawson City imgushort-
age. Residents envision a mixed-use rental comgésigned
specifically for the community’s needs. This woutttlude
SOVA student accommodations in the winter and tesms
worker accommodations in the summer. Both are iy ghort
supply. It would also include some higher end reatats for
longer term residents. Rebuilding on the Korbo &stene op-
tion. There may be others, in addition to this.site

In light of recent successes in the Dawson commjual-
laborating to relieve the housing crisis, will thrénister com-
mit to meeting with the Klondike Development Orgaation
and their partners to discuss their proposed swistin the
future?

Hon. Mr. Kent:
representatives, | believe, of the Klondike Devetept Or-
ganization, — and the Member for Klondike was pn¢se that
meeting as well — when | recently travelled to Daw<City.
Meeting with Yukoners about solutions to housingl a&olu-

| appreciate the minister’'s answers to that

The community has already come to-

As mentioned, | did meet with two

tions to any of the problems is important not ailyne, but to
all the Cabinet ministers on this side of the Hoasd, indeed,
all the members. That is certainly something thaml willing
to do.

Again, | should mention also that over the last hamof
years there has been significant investment inihgua Daw-
son City. A new 20-unit structure was constructedeéplace
the old Korbo Apartments. | also know that there dollars
allocated in this current budget to address staifsing issues
in Dawson City, as well as a number of other thingst to
mention the work of the Minister of Community Sem$é and
other ministers on this side of the House in adings the
housing needs, not only of the people of Dawson,ifaeed
the people across the Yukon Territory.

Questionre:  Peel watershed land use plan

Mr. Tredger: According to the original schedule and
timelines agreed to, the Peel Watershed Planningiris-
sion’s open and transparent process was to havanits use
plan completed and implemented by now. The outittitour-
ism and extractive industries, as well as the puldil need

I do not think that the Housing Cor- clarity about the proposed next round of consutathat the

government launched with an advertising campaigw ¢ the
time people are making plans for the upcoming seaso

Can the minister let all stakeholders know an exiace-
line for government’s final round of consultation the Peel
watershed land use plan?

Hon. Mr. Cathers: At this point in time, we need to
have further discussions through the senior liaisommittee
— yes, that's the proper term for it — which invedvthe other
parties — that being First Nations. As far as dateing the
consultation timelines, the short answer to the bex's ques-
tion is that we will shortly be in a position toylaut timelines
for the consultation, but until that discussion hwkirst Na-
tions’ representatives has occurred, no, | cané ghe member
precise timelines.

Mr. Tredger: Mr. Speaker, | thank the minister for
that answer. It is fair to say that the governnmntcent
messaging about the Peel plan has created a lotagfrtainty
for all Yukoners — all stakeholders. Yukoners hdpat we
might be close to a land use plan for the Peel nslagel, but
those hopes have been dashed. Apparently, a |pgabo with
respect to the Peel land use plan was createdpog-aminent
jurist. Apparently, this opinion has been providedthe gov-
ernment and they have it in their possession. Vieahirstake-
holders in the Peel.

Will the government agree to table any legal opisithey
receive that pertain to the Peel watershed langlase

Hon. Mr. Cathers: Actually, Mr. Speaker, as I've in-
formed the member opposite, first of all, the rumihat he has
heard — what he’s referring to — does not soundembrto
me. So again, we don’t comment on rumours and $tsmol
here.

What we will do is respond to matters and conceeteted
to this. As far as legal opinions that other peppther parties,
other individuals or groups commission, it is niatnslard prac-
tice in this Assembly to get into releasing othepjpe’s legal
opinions. Again, what | would indicate to the memisethat, in



568

HANSARD

April 3, 2012

fact, throughout the remaining stages of the pmcas we in-
dicated in the election, we believe that there khbe modifi-

cations made to the proposed plan. We have giveimdica-

tion of some of the ways we think it should be nfiedi Dur-

ing the final stages of the consultation with theblpc, with

stakeholders, with communities and with First Nasiothere
will be further details and discussion about pagnmhodifica-

tions to the proposed plan.

Mr. Tredger: | would remind the minister opposite
that the strength of democracy depends on theflfseeof in-
formation. Yukon citizens deserve to have all thisimation
they need in order to contribute to consultations.

Mr. Speaker, cooperation often proves to be thet reifis
cient and harmonious method to develop communggueces.
Trusting relationships are some of the best assstgroup of
people can have. Delays, including things like afilsieg, staff
hours and legal challenges can be very costly &iadly, but
also in terms of relationships.

What extra legal, advertising and staff costs esgbvern-
ment paying out since rejecting the recommendeti 1B use
plan, and where are those funds coming from?

Hon. Mr. Cathers: It's very challenging to try to at-
tempt to have a positive discourse in this Assemidhgn the
member brings forward matters that, as has beertqubbut to
him in the past, are not factual. The member shbeldvell-
aware by now of the fact that the government hasejected
the proposed plan presented by the Peel Watershaeunhify
Commission. The member’'s colleague, the MemberClop-
perbelt South, acknowledged last fall that goveminieas the
ability, under the process and under tblenbrella Final

Can the minister give us an update on discussiatts w
municipalities in resolving these land-use cordlict

Hon. Mr. Cathers: In answer to the Member for
Riverdale South, the member is correct. The Yukomeg-
ment, through the Department of Energy, Mines ared R
sources, has been in discussions with the City bft&Morse
regarding quartz staking within city limits. Theage discus-
sions that are ongoing and future discussions ehreduled. |
hope to be in a position shortly to be able to ghe member
more information about this.

But simply put, we are having some discussions atiau
manner in which, through the official community pland the
structure that exists within municipality, we mag hble to
reduce conflicts and have certain areas wherergjakbes not
occur. Those discussions are ongoing, but thatsiahll | can
say to the member about the status at this point.

Ms. Stick: The issue of free-entry mineral staking
within municipalities is really about a municipgligovern-
ment’s right to defend its citizens’ rights to reaable enjoy-
ment of their properties.

Under theQuartz Mining Actthere are a number of activi-
ties that do not require any type of environmeatalessment: a
camp of up to 10 people for 250 days, storage @®litres of
fuel — these are but a few. These activities cgrpba on pri-
vate land, except land falling under a building awithin its
curtilage.

Does the government believe that the right to ekmatu-
ral resources should trump the rights of Yukonersrjoy their
homes and their property?

Hon. Mr. Cathers: What the government believes is

Agreementto accept the plan, reject the plan or modify thethat there needs to be a proper balance and acthgpgmlance

plan. We have indicated that we believe the plapulkshbe
modified. We've given some indication of the basigon
which we believe those modifications should be made

Again, what | would point out to the members isfdnt, as
I've noted before in the past, one of the things the've said
is we believe that in some ways, some of the elésnetthin
the North Yukon Regional Land Use Plahould be looked to
as maybe a better model for protecting the landendilowing
responsible use within the Peel watershed planaieg.

So, again, these potential modifications will beganted
to the public for public discussion and discussigth commu-
nities and First Nations during the remaining stagkthe Peel
watershed planning process.

Questionre:  Mineral staking within municipal
boundaries
Ms. Stick: Our office has received numerous calls

from Yukoners concerned that free-entry minerakista has
infringed on the reasonable enjoyment of their prop There
are notable locations within the municipal bounesrof the
City of Whitehorse where this staking has occuriBte resi-
dents of Spruce Hill, Mary Lake, and Golden Horwvénhad
significant staking going on in their backyards. @frse, we
all know about the free-entry staking at the Whitrsle Cross
Country Ski Club. We know the City of Whitehorseslmeen in
discussions with the Yukon government about thefliobrbe-

tween municipal rules and the pre-eminence of mairgeaking.

between the rights of different individuals and dpportunities
of other individuals.

Again, within the City of Whitehorse, as | indicdtto the
member, we are in discussions with the City of \bfmirse
regarding restricting staking within the City of Wéhorse, and
particularly quartz staking, since placer claimsroa be staked
on land within municipal boundaries. Again, we é&@ving
discussions right now respecting existing clainhts$gthat are
within the City of Whitehorse, but looking at opporities
between the Yukon government and the City of Whitsé.
Land activities within municipal boundaries are jggbto mu-
nicipal zoning regulations, so contrary to what thember
described, the municipality does have some abitityestrict
and manage those activities, but we are talkinguabaking
further steps to prevent conflicts or future carfliwithin the
City of Whitehorse.

Ms. Stick: The Official Opposition is listening to
Yukoners who are legitimately concerned that thights to
reasonable enjoyment of their homes can be elimihat/er-
night. As it stands, mining companies can do aoloiwork
without an environmental assessment and there iequoire-
ment on the part of home sellers to disclose tcespeotive
homebuyers that land has been staked.

We think it is high time to change our rules to makin-
ing more compatible with land use values like restal. Will
this government consult with the public on how vea amend
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the Quartz Mining Act the Municipal Actand other laws and to indicate where they think it is appropriate &atditional at-

regulations so that the public’s right to reasoaadijoyment of
their property is enshrined in law?

Hon. Mr. Cathers:
the city has measures in place. One example ifefSpruce
Hill staking — | believe the member mentioned thitiation
and in fact — where a company had begun a drilirggram
and the City of Whitehorse subsequently informeehththey
were not able to continue with that because the lxtieved
the area was not appropriately designated forubat So that
program did not proceed.

Some of the activities which the member referreddae-
quire a land use permit from the City of Whitehor&gain, as
| indicated to the member, in fact, the Yukon goweent,
through the Department of Energy, Mines and Ressris in
discussions with the City of Whitehorse about tglkadditional
steps to designate areas within the City of Whitebavhere
new quartz mining claims will not be allowed. Thid,course,
is in an effort to avoid those conflicts betweeongarty rights.
Through the Surface Rights Board and through zopirtdgorth
under the municipality, there are a number of messalready
in place, not to mention the YESAB process forHartdevel-
opment and the regulatory authority under @gartz Mining
Act, but we are taking additional steps right now tevent
further conflicts within the City of Whitehorse.

Question re:

Ms. White:
ronment regarding wetland protection. On MarchtBé,minis-
ter informed the Legislature that, “When it comesdentifying
wetlands for protection, we typically do that thgbuthe land
claims process, as well as the land use planningess.” To be
clear, does this mean that wetlands can only beidered for
protection after land use planning?

Hon. Mr. Dixon:
site’s question | was indicating that both the larsé planning
process, as well as the implementation of the figmeements,
are two possible methods through which we can ifjelstnds
for wetland protection. Those aren’t the only twethods, but
those are the two that | chose to highlight.

Ms. White:
ter. This was reflected in the number of referertoewater in
the public comments regarding the oil and gas digipos in
the Whitehorse Trough. Indeed, the government mizeg the
link between water management and development. nidai
quote the Minister of Environment: “We've increasemdter
resource monitoring in areas that are specificaffected by
development, including the White Gold region, whare've
identified two additional water monitoring systenith on
Thistle Creek and Scroggie Creek.”

This is great, but we think it makes sense to wtdad the
wetlands and water of an area before developmeiit. thé
minister commit to water resource monitoring ane ¢father-
ing of baseline data in all areas prior to develeptd

Hon. Mr. Dixon:
to do additional monitoring, when it comes to cuative ef-
fects data and water quality data, | rely on theicd of the
biologists and hydrologists in the Department o¥iEsnment

Wetland protection

| have a question for the Minister of Envi-

In response to the member oppo-

tention. In the case of both Thistle Creek and §gie Creek,
those were two areas that were identified by theadenent as

As | pointed out to the member, areas that we would benefit from having additioiméibrma-

tion. That is why they were selected. We can’t fidgsassess
the entire territory before any development occlihat is sim-
ply not possible, so we identify areas that we cipdite will
experience development at some point in the fuflihere is a
needs assessment that is done, and based on dulst asess-
ment, we allocate the resources and do the wodnsure the
government is in a position to make the best ptessibcision
about development going forward.

Ms. White: The Yukon Party seems to urgently want
to expedite industrial development in the Yukont Yakoners
have no idea if and when land use planning, as ataddinder
theUmbrella Final Agreementwill be complete.

The Minister of Environment has referenced the wate
strategy that the government is developing. Canntiv@ster
confirm that the water strategy will include an eémtory of,
and baseline data about, Yukon’s ground and sunfeters,
including the very precious wetlands?

Hon. Mr. Dixon: Of course, the water strategy is
something we have committed to in our platform aothe-
thing we look forward to moving forward with expgdusly. |
do anticipate that it will include additional attem to ground-
water and understanding our groundwater regiménénteérri-
tory. Of course, we will be working with our partagthe mu-
nicipalities and other stakeholders, as well astfilations and
each different department of the Yukon governmientlevelop
that water strategy. As well, we will be doing galtonsulta-
tion. That will inform what exactly goes into theter strategy.
We'll be responding to the needs of Yukoners, imteof the
public — their public municipal governments — aslivas
First Nations governments.

Speaker:
elapsed.

The time for Question Period has now

Notice of government private members’ business
Hon. Mr. Cathers: Pursuant to Standing Order

Yukoners are concerned about their wa-14.2(7), | would like to identify the items stangdim the name

of the government private members to be called edvgsday,
April 4, 2012: Motion No. 24, standing in the namokthe
Member for Watson Lake; and Motion No. 115, stagdimthe
name of the Member for Watson Lake.

Speaker:
Day.

ORDERS OF THE DAY
Hon. Mr. Cathers: I move that the Speaker do now
leave the Chair and that the House resolve into @Gittee of
the Whole.
Speaker:

We will now proceed with Orders of the

It has been moved by the Government House

When it comes to identifying areas Leader that the Speaker do now leave the Chairtlaatithe

House resolve into Committee of the Whole.
Motion agreed to
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Speaker leaves the Chair

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE

Chair (Ms. McLeod): I will now call Committee of
the Whole to order.

The matter before the Committee is Bill No.Férst Ap-
propriation Act, 2012-13Today we will be discussing Vote
51, Community Services. Do the members wish to takeief
recess?

All Hon. Members: Agreed.

Chair: Committee of the Whole will recess for 15
minutes.

Recess

Chair: Committee of the Whole will now come to or-

der.

Bill No. 6 : First Appropriation Act, 2012-13 —
continued

Chair: The matter before the Committee is Bill No. 6,
First Appropriation Act, 2012-13Today we will be starting
discussions on Vote 51, Department of CommunityiSes.

Department of Community Services

Hon. Ms. Taylor: Thank you, Madam Chair. | would
like to thank all members of the Legislature fdstbpportunity
to provide our department’s budget, the Departnoén€om-
munity Services, for 2012-13.

First of all, | just want to extend my appreciatitneach
and every employee within the Department of CommyuBer-
vices for their hard work and for their professilisra and ex-
pertise in assisting to put this budget togethehink it is a
very good budget and it certainly builds upon thmvern-
ment’s investments in previous years in buildindrant,
healthy and sustainable communities.

First of all, I would just like to say that our maéstimates
include just over $116 million in capital expendéds, ap-
proximately $43 million of which is recoverable,daan addi-
tional $70.36 million in operation and maintenareg@endi-
tures, just over $2 million of which is recoverabléne depart-
ment is anticipating just under $7 million in terimisrevenues
for the upcoming fiscal year.

As | mentioned, the Department of Community Service
continues to play a key role in assisting this gomeent to
achieve its vision of moving forward together byésting in
programs and services that will lead to vibrantaltiyy and
sustainable Yukon communities.

The department’s budget includes strategies toemddiey
challenges and priorities important to Yukonersvasstrive to
bring about long-term benefits to our territory.iStbudget
includes some very good news for Yukon people amdre-
spective communities as we continue to work toeahia bet-
ter quality of life, to grow the economy, protebetenviron-
ment and promote good government.

| am pleased to introduce the 2012-13 main estigmnfate
the Department of Community Services. In the upognfiscal
year, Community Services will continue to addrem®e of the
ongoing challenges associated with housing. Spedlii

we're committed to introducing a nelandlord and Tenant
Act and to increasing the inventory of available restdl lots.
Our government, as | have stated on the floor efLibgislature
a number of times, recognizes that adequate, &mitnd af-
fordable housing is fundamental. It's fundamentabuilding
and maintaining our strong economy, but also inldirg
strong Yukon communities and our families. Afforlahous-
ing and land availability are complex issues theglienge us as
a government and as a territory and also inspite wgrk col-
laboratively to find innovative solutions and aaso

We believe that a newandlord and Tenant Aawill pro-
vide a clear legal framework that works for Yukemants and
landlords to promote a healthy rental market than iline with
best practices from across this country.

Building on the work of the select committee thahad
tabled in recent years, we will be building on #os
recommendations. From that work, we are committed t
finding a range of solutions guided by public pap@ation.

A Landlord and Tenant Aés an important piece of work
as the Yukon government strives to address houssugs that
are fundamental to Yukoners. The department is edsainu-
ing to work to bring new residential lots to therket and to
strive to keep costs as low as possible. We're citimanto
making land available to Yukon communities, cortes and
homeowners and anticipate upwards of 100 and sesiden-
tial lots coming to the market this fall and an i&ddal 200
lots in 2013.

We believe that bringing these 300 some lots oht
market over the next two years will help to overeosome of
today’s challenges.

Enhancing supply will result in more housing opsion
down the road, as contractors and individuals barld develop
growing subdivisions.

In 2012-13, just under $35 million is budgeted|tord de-
velopment projects throughout the Yukon, includjignning
for country residential lots in Dawson City and Magnd resi-
dential land development in Carmacks, Mayo and &tatse.
In Whitehorse, more than $25 million is budgeted:éntinue
with the Whistle Bend phases 1 and 2 developmeriiritog
just under 200 single family lots, 58 duplexes,nidlti-family
and 48 town home lots to the market in 2012-13 eetbyely;
also $5 million is identified for continuing withlgnning and
design for Whistle Bend phases 3 to 5 for comptetiofuture
years.

The department continues to work with municipal -gov
ernments and all governments to facilitate and éixpdand
development projects in the territory and idengfgas for fu-
ture development over the long-term through officemmu-
nity plans and land development protocols. AlsdQ(800 is
identified to continue a Yukon-wide land developmaeeds
assessment, looking at changes in the market attpating
future demand.

There is $100,000 identified for planning for inttisd lots
in Carmacks, looking for a subdivision to be consted in
2013-14. As | referenced earlier throughout thingjf we also
have dollars available for residential developrard planning
in rural Yukon, including lots in Carmacks, subdiens in
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Klondike Valley, Mayo country residential, Mayo b resi-
dential and Watson Lake residential lots.

The Department of Community Services continuesdo d
velop and maintain the supply of building lots did confi-
dent that our planned investment under this budgktcer-
tainly help to address the wider issues of supply afforda-
bility of housing. Community Services has a sigrfit role
when it comes to improving and modernizing communit
based infrastructure in Yukon. Providing infrasture that
improves the quality of life for Yukoners and sugpmur eco-
nomic growth will help ensure that we are able teetncom-
munity needs as our territory continues to grow.

Our ongoing work with Canada, municipalities andsti
Nations is helping us build and improve vibrantaltiey and
sustainable communities, and we remain committembtdinu-
ing on this path. Upwards of $59 million is idei@d in the
2012-13 departmental budget for infrastructure oty aimed
at providing safe drinking water, green energy, eradsolid-
waste management, community roads and wastew&enil$
lion of this is identified for the final year of vestment under
the Canadian strategic infrastructure fund, whighai50:50
fund between Canada and the Yukon government.

This year’s investment will result in the completiof the
Whitehorse waterfront project that has brought abloe revi-
talization of the waterfront from Shipyards to Rgt@Peace
Park.

The Kwanlin Dun Cultural Centre and Whitehorse Rubl
Library are key features of the new waterfront aeth tie to-
gether the various components, which include recocison of
First Avenue, trail development, reclamation wddqgdscap-
ing, lighting, riverbank stabilization and more. Were given
a preview of the Kwanlin Dun Cultural Centre duritig 2012
Arctic Winter Games, and we certainly look forwaw the
grand opening of this fine facility later this ye@ogether with
the Whitehorse Public Library, the facility is tyuan inspira-
tion. It is an amazing cultural venue, in a natugathering
place, that will benefit the entire community farays to come.

With the Canadian strategic infrastructure fund amat
nicipal rural infrastructure funds nearing an exdkon is fo-
cusing on maximizing benefits from the Building @da plan.
While Building Canada remains the focus, we are &sking
to the future where Yukon will continue to play aykrole in
the nationwide effort to develop a new, long-tenfndstructure
plan for Canada. Yukon has experienced signifiemanomic
prosperity over the past several years, and isgmsal that we
continue to build momentum into the future. Prealié¢ and
sustainable, long-term infrastructure support isosltely es-
sential for the Yukon and Canada’s northern teigg We
have benefited from our joint funding arrangemenits Can-
ada, and we look forward to building upon the sascas we
move forward together.

Since 2008, we have identified more than 60 infuastire
projects under the 75:25 split between Canada arnary, and
projects continue to progress.

In this fiscal year, more than $50 million is idiéed for
projects which include the following: a geotherrhaht recov-
ery project in Burwash Landing and phase 1 of &idisheat-

recovery system in Dawson City as part of the newage
treatment facility; drinking water supplies andatraent facil-
ity upgrades in Carcross, Rock Creek, Faro, Burwastding,
Haines Junction, Mayo, Old Crow, Ross River, Tesliagish,
Watson Lake, the Marwell Industrial Area of Whitetsw, Deep
Creek and Mendenhall; waste-water improvementsudiag
replacement of sewer mains and related infrastredtu Car-
macks, Teslin, Dawson City, Destruction Bay, FéWlayo and
Watson Lake; community road improvements in Burwash
Landing, Old Crow, Whitehorse, Ross River, Carcrassl
Teslin; and public works building improvements irellp
Crossing and Ross River.

Looking forward, Yukon’s 2012-13 annual capital rpla
under the Building Canada fund includes a numbeotbgr
projects across Yukon for local road, water, wagiéer, green
energy and highway infrastructure. Modernizing Yuiko
solid-waste management system is an area that Caitynu
Services has made real progress toward. Since 20@&n
has met a number of strategic goals within ¥he&on Solid
Waste Action Plamcluding an end to open burning of domes-
tic waste in January of this year at all 20 unipooated solid-
waste facilities.

In this year’s budget we have included a $766,0@6eiase
in the operation and maintenance budget for soldter man-
agement, together with almost $3.5 million in aiddiél capital
dollars, including projects identified under thesgax fund and
the Building Canada fund. This also includes justlar $2.5
million for improvements to recycling at all unirrporated
facilities and continuing to set up transfer stagiat all remain-
ing sites, installation of groundwater monitoringtins, im-
provements to household hazardous waste managesnent
other composting and waste-diversion initiatives.

We believe in innovative approaches to managingd sol
waste in remote communities and will continue t@lement
the Yukon Solid Waste Action Plam addition to managing
unincorporated solid-waste facilities, the Commyr@pera-
tions branch also manages the animal welfare pnogreaste
water, drinking water systems, unincorporated comityu
streets and mosquito control, to name but a fevallirthere is
just under $4.3 million identified to support commity opera-
tions. This includes transfer payments for the Meschur
Animal Shelter, Dawson City Humane Society, wasten
operator program and also the recycling fund.

Also included is $250,000 for a new water delivamyck
in Ross River, $75,000 for various improvementswater and
sewer systems in unincorporated Yukon, and $100f@0@ad
and street upgrades in various communities.

In addition to improving base infrastructure acr¥sgon,
we're investing in recreation facilities. $7.5 riah is identified
for recreation facility upgrades, including a new-million
arena in Ross River to replace the one lost todiggear ago.
The new recreation centre in Ross River will beiraportant
gathering place for youth and community members il
promote active and healthy living.

In Dawson City, approximately $500,000 is earmarfad
continued improvements to recreation infrastrucfarthe city
of Dawson. Other recreation infrastructure investifer this
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fiscal year includes $110,000 to undertake geneqadirs and
upgrades to existing recreation facilities in tlagious unincor-
porated Yukon communities.

The department’s support for sport and recreatiothé
Yukon also includes support for athletes and andmhss in
major games and at local levels.

There is $2.375 million identified for sport andmeation
contributions, including the Volunteer Bureau, Yuokiecrea-
tion support groups, sport authorities, and goveyrbodies,
Sport Yukon, Yukon Special Olympics, Team Yukonastjzi-
pation at the Canada Senior Games coming up an@dhada
Summer Games, aboriginal sport circle funding, sufpjfor
elite athletes, coaches and officials and the Sfoortife pro-
gram.

One of the highlights of this funding is that we g@rovid-
ing $130,000 to help Whitehorse host the Women'slaveast
Pitch Championship coming up. Whitehorse’s traakord in
hosting a successful 2008 Junior Men’s World FashRour-
nament helped in the city’s bid, not to mentionraven record
when it comes to hosting large sporting and cultesgents
such as this.

Yukon'’s long daylight hours mean that the Interoadi
Softball Federation will be looking to hold moreath60 games
over a 10-day period. We expect 16 teams from rdiffecoun-
tries to compete in Whitehorse in 2012 and | knbat Softball
Yukon will do a fantastic job in hosting the event.

The benefits of investment in sport and recreatianvery
clear. We only have to reflect upon the recent 28d2ic Win-
ter Games to see the very positive impacts foradhietes, our
cultural performers and the community at large.iAghwould
like to extend our government's congratulations andny
thanks to the 300 members plus of Team Yukon ae®{600
volunteers plus who helped contribute to what | ldazoin as
the best games that have been held yet.

Community Services supports communities in a varoét
ways: from infrastructure development and, as lehwuched
upon, to our commitment to public safety and emecgere-
sponse; through the delivery of emergency mediealices;
Wildland Fire Management; emergency measures an-st
tural fire protection under the Fire Marshall’s 0.

With the 2012 forest fire season upon us, | woikd to
take this opportunity to also thank and acknowledgeentire
Wildland Fire Management team, who are startingprepare
for the season ahead. To support their work, we lsdlocated
$1.35 million to upgrade fuel and retardant systémaccom-
modate new aircraft; replace equipment; constriret damp
staging areas; upgrade communication technologyrepidce
weather stations where required. Just over $14omiis identi-
fied to support operations of the wildland fire gram to cover
salaries, wages, repairs, maintenance, fuel ctsiging and
other supports that enable our team to protectommunities
from the disastrous effects of wildland fire.

It's always a challenge to manage forest fires irkdf's
boreal forest, but we remain confident that we htnee right
people, equipment and protections in place to safietour
communities. While it's the wildland fire prograrhat man-
ages forest fires, it's the Fire Marshal's Offideat oversees

volunteer fire departments in rural Yukon and pded support
to municipal fire departments to provide structuiad protec-
tion in our communities. There is $930,000 allodater the

operation and maintenance of the Fire Marshal'sc@ffin-

cluding salaries, repair and maintenance on fifés hheating
fuel for the fire halls and other related items.

I'm pleased to announce that planning and desidjiraigo
commence in this year's budget for a new $3.5-onilfiire hall
in Beaver Creek. The new fire hall will house theaBer Creek
fire department and the volunteer emergency mediealices
in the community. This has been a project thatldess long in
the making, and we certainly look forward to it ¢gagto frui-
tion. In this fiscal year, $300,000 is allocated fioe planning
of this very project.

Unfortunately, I've run out of time, but | would @g just
like to thank the Department of Community Servieesl con-
gratulate them for their ongoing hard work on b&b&lyukon
citizens, and we look forward to receiving constite debate
from the members opposite.

Mr. Barr:
debate on the Department of Community Servicesedrallh of
the NDP Official Opposition caucus.

First of all, I'm glad to hear the minister is tagi Em-
ployment Standards Board recommendations to Cabirnes
would place Yukon second in the country, just aheb®n-
tario, but below Nunavut's $11-an-hour minimum wages
great that the minister has come around to addmgssur
shamefully low minimum wage. Aside from some notabp-
ponents who favour keeping the minimum wage asdewos-
sible, | believe the majority of the Yukon publidlivbe onside
with these changes that reflect national standards.

There are still some unanswered questions aboyirtiee
ess of how we got from the board reviewing the minn
wage in November to yesterday, when the ministalify said
she would support their recommendations. | woné&nspany
more time on the minimum wage rate today. | wanhtwe to
other areas of Community Services.

It was just over a year ago, on March 11, thatwioeld
learned of the Fukushima nuclear disaster. At iime,tthere
was a lot of concern among Yukoners about radieadtllout
landing on the Yukon, given prevailing trade winds.

Can the minister report any findings of radioactiskout
in the Yukon? Also, what have we learned from Fbkws: in
terms of our emergency response? Have officialkddadnto
what can be done in the event of a large amouradibactive
fallout falling on Yukon lands? What advice shoyldople
follow to increase their safety? What about theilabdity of
medicine?

Hon. Ms. Taylor: I would first like to touch upon the
Yukon’s minimum wage and just reiterate the govesntis
recognition of the inadequacy of the minimum wage ita
stands today. That is why in fact the governmeatkkin No-
vember, requested the board to seek the input fstake-
holders and conduct the review of the Yukon’s munimwage.
As | articulated on the floor of the Legislaturerlies today
during Question Period, and yesterday, we are pding to
Cabinet with the recommended changes to Yukon’smum

It gives me great pleasure to rise in general
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wage rate that will actually result in the rate draing the sec-
ond highest in the country, just below that of Nuuta as |
understand.

So, again, just for the record, it was this govesntrithat
had requested that input be sought from respediiede-
holders, whether it be employers, employees orpilitdic in
this regard, and that we wanted that to fold iht® teview. As
| stated, however, the Employment Standards Baardhins of
the opinion that its recommendations remain withigir legis-
lative authority, and we very much respect that dade, and
we respect the work of the committee and hence mgofar-
ward with recommendations.

Again, I'll just say that it was this government the pre-
vious Yukon Party government — that also reviewssl pre-
vious wage rate and also enhanced that rate asamelltied it
to the CPI, which kicks in on an annual basis, asjust saw
with the Yukon’s minimum wage rate. So when it centethe
issue the member opposite just raised — in thiandgd recall
that there was quite a bit of debate on the fldahe Legisla-
ture about a year ago.

EMO is the central body for emergency planning tigio
out the territory. EMO continues to work with thevernment
of Canada. Likewise, the Government of Canada oe$ to
work with the United States on this very frontvas have from
the very beginning. They are the international |edten it
comes to ongoing monitoring and detection of comation,
as the member opposite just referred to.

Marsh Lake flood how integral their services wanecoordi-
nating and implementing the emergency response iplaol-
laboration with many other entities that are housaeder our
Protective Services branch. Whether it be Wildl&m& Man-
agement, whether it be Emergency Medical Servioesther,
we work collaboratively with other governments. Wierk
very collaboratively with other provinces and temies, as
well, in ensuring that our response is timely affitient.

I just want to thank the members of EMO for th&intin-
ued hard work and for their expertise. The corgraemory
housed in this particular organization is very gng to the
successful implementation of plans. | also just wanrecog-
nize the many volunteer search and rescue tearnaghout
the Yukon.

In fact, thanks to the good work of EMO in last yea
budget, we were actually able to not only to suppwe volun-
teer search and rescue teams across the tertitairglso able
to help train over 50 government community membiers
emergency management in the incident command sys$em
indeed, it's a very busy shop and we recognize taethappre-
ciate their ongoing work in terms of guidance, cioation,
mitigating risks, protection of our properties, yichng public
information, public education, and also workingatighout the
Government of Yukon and with other entities in gent of
disasters or emergencies in collaboration with isthe

Mr. Barr: I, too, recognize the efforts of all the folks
at EMO and the volunteer fire departments. Thep dpeat job

When it comes to the tragedy in Japan, certainly ouand | think without them, | know out in the arelive — out in

thoughts go to the many people who were affectet] Gm-
tinue to be affected. As | mentioned, EMO officiatmtinue to
be in touch with our respective response agenaiessa the
country and across the border. We continue to rapmibrld
events through those respective channels, as inestioned.

When it comes to the Emergency Measures Organigdtio
didn't have an opportunity to actually touch upg@rbut in this
year's budget that we are currently debating, dudes the
following: approximately $203,000 in support of s#gnand
rescue, with a new rescue boat; upgrades to energam-
munications equipment; and upgrades to the joinérgemcy
operation coordination centre, which also servethasncident
command centre in event of emergency events.

Also in this fiscal year’'s budget, Yukon Emergemdgas-
ures Organization’s operation and maintenance hudgkides
just under $600,000 for personnel, training, comications
equipment, contributions for marine radio distregstems, and
search and rescue support. Again, Yukon EMO wititicwe to
lead by way of its actions when it comes to flogglivvhen it
comes to disasters, such as what the member oppjosit
made reference to, and | certainly appreciate thik that each
and every member contributes to Yukon EMO.

| had the opportunity to tour the Department of Quum
nity Services. As one can appreciate, it is ontheflarger de-
partments in the Government of Yukon. It has takame time
to go around the entire department, but | very nmecognized
many of the individuals working in EMO — some neacds
and some older faces, some familiar faces. Actudllye-
minded me that when we were busy sandbagging duhag

the rural parts — | do feel a lot better, knowirfgheir abilities
and their dedication.

However, | had asked the minister specifically abmue-
port on any findings of radioactive fallout in tiveikon. | re-
call, if my memory serves me correctly, the memfoem Old
Crow speaking of salmon — finding traces of radiivacor
something going on there, as close as Prince Rujpethe
House not that long ago.

I would ask again if there have been any findindgs o
radioactive fallout in the Yukon and have officidtsoked at
what can be done in the event of a large amouradibactive
fallout? What advice should people follow? Whatke t
availability of any medicines due to any incidefthat kind?

Hon. Ms. Taylor: Certainly, according to our De-
partment of Community Services, and as | just tt@articu-
late for the member opposite, our work in collaliora with
Canada and the United States — of course, a veppriant
entity at that, given our location — there is naedton here,
to the best of our reporting mechanisms.

As | mentioned, though, we continue to monitor eseas
they may unfold in this particular event with resp working
with the Government of Canada. Of course, the Gouent of
Canada will be working with its connections witke t@overn-
ment of the United States, as well. When it corngbi¢ federal
government — Canada, | speak of — that would beDbke
partment of Health, so Health Canada would be taltie lead
on this front as well.

Should there be anything of alarm, or anythingisk to
our health, certainly the appropriate channels wdw em-
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ployed and would be working with our DepartmentHsfalth
and Social Services, working with our EMO, workiwgh our
respective channels to ensure that the public ig reich in-
formed of those risks and what measures to takéhignpar-
ticular response, it's Health Canada that wouldtrimgering
any health orders, similar to what our chief meldiétcer here
in the Yukon government would be issuing. We alsubd be
working through Public Safety Canada, as they B r@spon-
sible for national emergency planning, coordinatedugh all
of our bodies, including our own EMO shops.

We'll continue to put great importance on this atar
matter and many others as they may unfold.

Mr. Barr: | realize that until Outside folks would ar-
rive, we would still have to attend to some of th#dsngs here,
until such time as we receive more support. | redlhat in the
Yukon — you could clarify for me the type of suitat would
be required for any heavy chemical that would proteir vol-
unteers working in a very hazardous situation.liebe, it's a
hazard suit — maybe you could correct me if I'm mge— but
there aren’t any in the territory. Would we be loagkat obtain-
ing these? There are none in the communities aeck thre
none in Whitehorse, so in the event of a spill cagnup
through here, there is no protection for somebdtsnding to
that service here in the Yukon. Can you commerthat?

Hon. Ms. Taylor: | just want to point out for the
member opposite that, as | just tried to explaintifi® member
opposite, we are very much blessed to have greaurees in
our own territory. | just speak to our DepartmehtCommu-
nity Services and our own Protective Services drandich is
comprised of EMO, EMS and Wildland Fire Managersmd
the Fire Marshal’s Office working in collaboratiovith many
organizations — search and rescue organizatiomssarforth.
Of course, we offer training, we offer equipmente wffer
various facilities to ensure that these individuadsre the re-
sources and wherewithal to conduct their jobs gmmtely.
When it comes to disasters or matters pertaininghtemical-
or biological-related — radioactive, as the membpposite
just mentioned — again, there is an emergency respetrat-
egy in place. Of course, that is developed undedd¢hdership
of Public Safety Canada.

We are very much engaged with the Government of Can

ada, as we are with many other entities througtfmitountry,
provincial and territorial as well. As | mentionethrough
Health Canada, and through working with Public Safean-
ada as well — those are really the two contactdead there
are strategies in place. Provided there was acpéati spill, or
if there was a particular mishap, we would, in fdm very
much coordinating our efforts on an ongoing basis @tilizing
the expertise and the resources that come forthwittugh the
Government of Canada. It is very much all aboundeire-
pared, and we have ongoing confidence in our fadkslity to
respond to emergencies — whether it be on the |agathe
national, or the international front — and thatwy this
budget does contain financial resources in supgfasr emer-
gency responders — again, as | mentioned, whethee the
equipment or the facilities or the training or thteer resources
needed to do their respective jobs in the territory

In this year's budget, we have resources allottedfife
trucks. As | just mentioned, the Beaver Creek fiei — we
have dollars allotted for search and rescue equipered wild-
land management resources, as | believe | outlimedy sec-
ond reading address. | also just wanted to touan upe new
EMS facility we are also moving forward in this ysabudget.
I know there has been a lot of interesting debatea@mments
made available by members opposite, but this isadlyrinte-
gral piece — a facility — for the territory, andpesially for
the City of Whitehorse. We have a very fast-growpapula-
tion. Over the last six years alone, we have séentaan 11-
percent increase in our population growth. As allteshere
have been many more emergency calls, more demarskfo
vices in the centralized part of the City of Whitebe. The City
of Whitehorse has been shifting. There has beere mgmwth
— certainly up along the Hamilton Boulevard corrido my
own constituency of Whitehorse West.

This facility, the new emergency response centik cer-
tainly go a long way in enhancing the response gihoemeet
the national response requirements and just be regponsive
to those calls coming in. That's why we’re very egapative of
the resources housed in this year's budget thatendebating
for this new emergency response centre. Of coursapuld
also be very clear that it doesn't replace thetigdacility we
have in place, but it in fact will be in additiom the facility that
is housed up at the Whitehorse General Hospital gtting to
also help integrate the way we respond to emergenlike the
member opposite was just referring to. It provideswith a
more integrated response to emergencies, whethdMS or
EMO, wildland fire protection, the Fire Marshal'$fice — all
of these entities will certainly be very much tital this re-
sponse centre. Coordination and planning are kegnto re-
sponse to any emergency event and again, we'rly @ehsed
to see that this facility is moving forward.

The tender was just recently awarded to a locatraotor
in the Yukon. We're really pleased to see it movimgvard. In
fact, it is TSL Contractors who was awarded,; it Juest under
a $5-million contract for the construction of thewn facility.
So that work is currently underway and we're veppracia-
tive.

All told, we're looking at $7.3 million for the rpsnse

centre. It will include three bays, a drive-througimbulance
station to accommodate up to six vehicles, andilltalso be

able to meet efficiency standards at the natioenallin terms
of meeting leadership in energy and environmentsigh-

based standards, as well as the post-disasterreewgrits of
many of our commercial buildings. So again, thipparts our
ability to continuously support ongoing operatiothgring a

wide variety of large-scale emergencies and/orstisa, as the
member opposite raised.

So we're looking forward to opening that facility and
we're looking at next year for that opening. As émtioned, it
will operate in addition to the current facilityats operating
up at the Whitehorse General Hospital.

As | also mentioned, this builds on a new fire liadt we
will be proceeding with in the community of Beav@reek. It
also builds on many other investments, whetheriit'saining
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or equipment, housed within the budget. Again, dnth the
member opposite for the questions coming forward his
interest in the EMO and Yukon’s ability to respotodemer-
gency disasters and taking a very good interestaanery im-
portant interest in this particular area.

Mr. Barr: I would like to continue with this for a little
bit because | don't feel safe here if there wetexi spill. Un-
derstanding that we may be moving toward hydréudicturing
in the territory, the chemicals that could be bidugere to be
used which — at this point in time, my understagdswhat is
going to be put into the ground does not even haviee de-
clared. The name of the suit is “hazmat suit”. | aware that
there is not one in the territory.

If we did have a situation where we had to waittfoer re-
sponse — and | would like to know the response fioneCan-
ada to be on the ground here due to a toxic spillny other
catastrophe that we can’t deal with. For exampliémi coming
from Marsh Lake and something goes over, what tdoes
help from Canada get here? Having no hazmat suite table
to enter the scene, what are we doing about thasts lof
things? That'’s a serious possibility in the future.

Hon. Ms. Taylor: Well, | guess I'm quite alarmed
with the member opposite’s statements that he doésel
safe. He doesn’t have the confidence in our offitiability to
do their jobs. He doesn’t have confidence in the&Boment of
Yukon, the Government of Canada and our respectwemu-
nities working in collaboration with volunteer orgaations.
That's truly unfortunate, because | do feel safieel confident
in our members’ abilities. | very much appreciatany hun-
dreds of individuals, volunteer and paid, throughtbe Yukon
putting their lives on the line on behalf of Yukoitizens. Un-
fortunately, | feel to the contrary of the membpposite. | feel
very confident in the planning exercises that curdi to be
taken on a yearly basis. Each year, for example willjust
raise an example — each year as part of Emergerspaked-
ness Week, there are exercises held throughouethtory in
many of our communities to prepare and to ensua¢ dlir
agencies are in fact prepared. They are workingoitabora-
tion with not only each other within our own shopst effec-
tively integrating our services, our programs and r@sources
available, whether it is through EMO, through Enegrcy
Medical Services, through Wildland Fire Managemeat,
whether it is through the Fire Marshal’'s Office. ag, | feel
very comfortable in those exercises. Emergencynptenis an
ongoing . There is a great deal of planning andeatgdeal of
expertise that is not owned in one particular shidmat is in
fact why we do work in an integrated manner ongula ba-
sis.

Just recently | spoke with a member of one of tre de-
partments in one of the communities. They were fasting
that, thanks to public education and people beirgenpre-
pared and more aware of fire, their community haseén fire-
related activities in quite some time, which is r@aj thing.
However, that does not certainly lend itself to émel of ongo-
ing operations and planning among our fire depantmeln
fact, it's a routine occurrence and one that wey veuch sup-
port in our communities, whether it's through tiagh made

available through the Fire Marshal’'s Office — ahattoffice
alone oversees some 16 various fire departmerdadghout the
territory. In addition to that, we work in an intaged way with
RCMP and our nursing stations. We work as a cotkatibe
unit under the Protective Services branch.

When it comes to situations such as what the meiuiser
raised — ongoing planning, integrated response thiénhfed-
eral government, whether it's through the DepartimednNa-
tional Defence, Health Canada, whether it's throujyiblic
Safety branch — there is always and there will icwg to be a
very close link to all of our response agenciesatBhvery im-
portant. Again, that’s an ongoing .

| should also mention that when it comes to emargee-
sponse, our municipal governments also have aiugrprtant
role to play. They have plans. We have plans, tjnothe
Yukon government. Likewise, as | just referencechinearlier
remarks, Government of Canada also has federabmespand
a fiduciary obligation to respond as well. Thosangl, which
are intertwined — inextricably intertwined — we albllabo-
rate on and exercise at the various levels. Thagaby the key
to success and, again, | applaud all of the maniieshand
individuals who are involved in those responses.

Mr. Barr: Just for clarification, | would like to say
that | do not feel safe, given a toxic spill. Irtkithat knowing
that we are asking volunteers to come and lookr afte we
would be remiss — and | must say that, given tlanimg,
given the equipment available to them, | applawrtkfforts
and their abilities. How successful and great thatvolunteers
and our people in these services are able to Iftiff@ir jobs.
That's not the question. | must reiterate that ghestion was
about how we don’t have a hazmat suit here anckifmant to
honour our volunteers, as the member opposite stgygad
praise their glories, why would we not give thera gdguipment
that they would need for them to feel safe — toeemito a
situation where they wouldn’t be safe if they diot thave a
hazmat suit?

That is the question | am asking. | could not pgagsask
— it's like sending someone into a gunfight wittkmife. It's
foolish; it's unsafe. The other question was thighat would
be the response time of Canada — even if we hadtraiiB
truck come down and there was an oil spill — toisis®
something like this?

Hon. Ms. Taylor: | just wanted to go back to the
budget. We look at the Protective Services braaal, in fact
that is why we are here today: to reflect upontthéget. When
we talk about emergency response — and the menpipersie
unfortunately finds it humorous. Actually, thisdsvery serious
role for us, as Members of the Legislative AssemBhrtainly,
as a member for the last nine years, | take myvty seri-
ously. So, when it comes to the Government of Yu&od the
Department of Community Services, the ProtectiveviSes
branch — there is actually $8.59 million housedhimtthis
year’s budget, 2012-13.

In Protective Services branch, we have allottedadolfor
ambulance purchase; we have $273,000 for the putapker
truck purchase; we have $300,000 for pre-constocfilan-
ning of a new Beaver Creek fire hall; we have $tillion for
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wildland fire fuel and retardant system upgradesughout the
territory. As | mentioned, there is just over $mblion housed
in this year's budget for the construction of a néthitehorse
emergency response centre.

also had individuals who have obtained certificatioith the

International Academy of Emergency Dispatch. We giso-

vide on-line educational programs for clinical staembers.
Again, when one looks at tuition, we reimburse tforse

There is just under $900,000 for other miscellaseoucertification/recertification programs made avadiatio the

equipment. When it comes to equipment, as | meatipmve
have continued investments in equipment, facilitiesining —
whether it is through Wildland Fire Management drether it
is through the Fire Marshal’s Office.

In fact, there are a number of various initiatitleat | can
point to. Under Wildland Fire Management, we havéira
operations unit in Carmacks purchased to providatg room,
a briefing room, which is helping to certainly enha the de-
livery of service in collaboration with Energy, Mis and Re-
sources and Wildland Fire Management.

We have also moved toward installation of new &wimat
fuelling systems, again, for enabling efficientvieg and de-
livery of Wildland Fire Management in terms of aanker
bases. As | mentioned, we have dollars availabtetfe up-
grading of our fuel and our wildland retardant eys$ at all
bases. Of course, we continue to adopt new stasdattether
it's new national fitness tests for wildland firgffiters or pur-
chasing required testing equipment. We have redeieertifi-
cation proficiency training in all our functionatess — first
aid at the regional level — we have participatedarnious ad-
vanced courses put on by a number of entities dritsf the
territory, as well.

We've had initial attack crew member courses thateh
been hosted at Yukon College in the last year. Atirgear
communication network upgrade plan has been dedjcgred
implementation is soon to start when it comes ttd\atnd Fire
Management. In terms of telecommunications perdorve
continue to host various conferences, workshopsteaiding
courses. We have helped develop and sign off omdhienal
public safety communications strategy — the acpitan, as |
mentioned earlier. When it comes to EMS, | mentibm®ving
forward with a new emergency response centre inClitye of
Whitehorse, one which we are very proud of and mgp\or-
ward with that will continue to help integrate thenergency
services that are delivered by Community Services.

When it comes to EMS, over the last couple of yesome
150 volunteer staff who make up the EMS team totdtal of
some 925 individual certification continuing medieducation
training sessions, 114 volunteers certified as gerery medi-
cal responders, 75 participated in standard ficstGPR recer-
tification programs, while others attended oxygeimaistra-
tion courses.

Likewise, we've also had over 115 staff certifiedthe In-
ternational Academy of Professional Driving prograluast the
cost of these particular certification courses alamas over
$60,000.

Since 2010, fifty members of the ground and air pom
nents of Whitehorse EMS base have taken thosdicatitins.
We've had staff who have recertified in CPR, staffo have
certified in ECG, lead interpretation, advancediizar life sup-
port, pediatric advanced life support, intermediageima life
support, and emergency response communicationshaVe

members of our team. When it comes to the Fire Mdis
Office, we hosted just over 78 firefighter trainiagssions that
were delivered to all of the various fire departtseand the
municipal fire departments throughout the territdfirefighter
training programs delivered in 2010 represented @28 per-
son days of investment. Again, this included dfifyjfger basic
module, safe response and exposure protectionedetivto
many of our communities, including Carcross, Keniby,C
Mendenhall and Old Crow. We offered a firefightelvanced
module delivered to communities such as Faro, Goldern,
Upper Liard and Watson Lake — as well as other rfexdu
when it comes to interior. Again, delivery was fiated at
Golden Horn, for example. Specialized training Beaver
Creek, Burwash Landing, Klondike Valley includedh iatro-
duction to hazardous materials response; urbanrfacte
courses through Wildland Fire Management, through Rire
Marshal’'s Office, and volunteer fire departmentyjtual re-
sponse; standard operating procedures; orientatiod;safety
training.

We have also invested in equipment. As | mentioned,

when it comes to the Ross River fire hall — whethteis
through infrastructure, investments, or Build Camax other
— this includes breathing apparatuses, a fill statn the fire
hall itself, a pumper-tanker for Ibex Valley. Akt referenced
in my earlier remarks, we have also placed investsn®ward
fire equipment, pumps, hose portal tanks, andittegbes on,
firefighter personal protective equipment and sthfo

Facility investments include a new vehicle exhaystem
installation at Ibex Valley fire hall. We are updiag the Old
Crow fire department alarm system and new fuelgankCar-
cross. As | mentioned earlier, we are also invgstima new
fire hall in Beaver Creek and of course the listgon.

There have been a tremendous amount of investments

made throughout all of our communities, whetheriritgest-
ments in training or equipment or in the facilitigemselves.
We do remain committed to working in collaboratieith our
many various departments and also remain comntibtebrk-
ing with other governments — as | tried to artitella— Gov-
ernment of Canada, United States, provinces anitbrées. It's
very important that we do work with other entitiegcause, at
the end of the day, there are so many resourcédslaleato the
territory. That's where emergency planning and oesps are
very much seen to be the most effective — when #reydone
in collaboration with others. The same can be saManitoba.
The same can be said of Alberta and every otherimpre and
territory. We certainly don’'t have every single aes. We
don’t have every single piece of equipment or resmubut,
again, we are working in collaboration with manyeat enti-
ties, working within the confines of our own plangimecha-
nisms and working in collaboration with municipabvgrn-
ments — I’'m not too sure how else to put that.
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| spoke of Emergency Preparedness Week and theugari
programs that we have in place across the territbggain, we
work toward coordinating, maintaining our capasitend ca-
pabilities within the network of the national emengy man-
agement framework. We’re working to ensure adeqtzaidi-
ties, and continue to work toward maintaining wivathave in
place today and enhancing our capacity at eveny for the
purposes of coordinating our response to incidestsergen-
cies and disasters. | think that there has beerrdranced
movement afoot even within our own shop. | takeaklat the
emergency response centre. That's but one key dravhpow
the government is working to further integrate eteergency
response.

Through that particular facility, we will be able help fur-
ther strengthen and integrate what we have to elglifrom
EMO to EMS, to Wildland Fire Management, to theeHidar-
shal's Office, whether it's communications, integrg our
sharing of practices and being able to communioate one
another in a very close manner, as well.

As | mentioned, organizing and equipping EMO tersit
wide really requires continuous commitment by notycthe
Yukon government, but by all communities, First iNas and
volunteers. Unfortunately the member opposite Hasen to
vote against the budget, so when | speak to thé ffilion
housed in this year's budget for Protective Sesjitke mem-
ber opposite has already made his views known asdvbted
against that particular budget at second readirgytruly un-
fortunate because | think we are doing good thengs we are
making progress on a number of fronts. Rest assthede is
more work to be done.

Mr. Barr: Madam Chair, | would like to reiterate
what a number of my colleagues have already statbith is
that we did not vote against the budget; we votedwhat is
not in the budget.

| would also like to move on, seeing as my specffies-
tions are not being answered. In regard to commuhitbs, |
know that Carcross has been long awaiting one.ulavike to
put forward today, again, that we would love to se@ew
community centre in Carcross. It has outgrown thmunity.
Moving into Mount Lorne: the recreation funding thlae gov-
ernment pays — would the minister explain if thisrgoing to
be funding formula changes? Could she explain thayg the
funding pertains to maintenance and operations Marsh
Lake, Carcross, and other communities clubs irvteon?

Speaking in regard to Mount Lorne, | do know thmathat
particular one that the population is part of terfula that
says how much money the community club is goingetive.
Knowing that it has been an ongoing question aedptioblem
to try to resolve is that much of the funding isued to the
mailbox, which then doesn't reflect the members \ah® actu-
ally in Mount Lorne. So they continue to operatekind of an
unbalanced way.

Also, in that particular community club, being tlitais so
energized by the folks who offer programs therehe-ithnova-
tive programs that are there — it attracts peopbenfMarsh
Lake, from Whitehorse, from Carcross, from Tagishse-the
number of people who actually use that one pasrcalub —

it's difficult for them. | understand that as theyn out, they'll

just have to close their doors until the fundingtaets again
because it doesn’t reflect the usage that it geis,honestly,
the population, given that many of the member&oaigh liv-

ing in that area, get their mail outside. So theeea few ques-
tions there.

Hon. Ms. Taylor: Well, when it comes to recreation
in our territory, | can say with great confidentattthe Gov-
ernment of Yukon has been working with all of tlnenuni-
ties to address recreation improvements and entramds to
our infrastructure throughout the communities. Wildogo on at
great length about this very issue. One of thegwithat we
have, | think, done a very good job of — and Iivg 100 per-
cent credit to our officials in the Department obr@munity
Services — is working to leverage funding from othending
resources. When those two infrastructure funds danfreiition
— the Canadian strategic infrastructure fund amdntiunicipal
rural infrastructure fund — those are two great na@isms
that really leveraged the Government of Canadaifigndnd
funding from other partners, whether First Nati@vgrnments
or community governments.

One of the great investments resulting from CSIRictvis
the acronym for the strategic infrastructure fumés that of
the investments in the Carcross waterfront and tiled/Nhite-
horse waterfront. There have been a number offggnt im-
provements made to both respective areas. Of cotinatecon-
tributes to recreation, not only for our own resitde but visi-
tors as well. Throughout Whitehorse, | just takieak at sig-
nificant enhancements along the waterfront in suppd
healthy, active lifestyles; attraction of cultuslents; a revi-
talization of our history and heritage through te&irbishment
of heritage buildings along the waterfront. It relso helped
leverage other investments made — investmentserexpan-
sion of the MacBride Museum and refurbishment & @Id
Fire Hall to enable cultural venues to take plas@aneans of
revitalizing the waterfront.

Likewise, in Carcross, significant investments héesn
made within the Carcross downtown core and the rivate
itself. Just over $7 million has been investedh@ community
of Carcross, and it has gone towards new infrastrac The
Carcross carving centre — | had the privilege dhgeble to
take part in the cultural ceremony that opened theility a
number of years ago, in collaboration with the camity and
the Carcross Tagish First Nation. That lends iteelh number
of opportunities, recreation and capacity buildiagd yet an-
other fantastic venue to be able to facilitategtmvth of many
other sectors. We have also implemented a visitoiilipn
within the heart of Carcross as well, lending ftselthe growth
of the visitor population, and also facilitatingcass to the use
of visitor services, but also those in the commuitgelf.

Other investments we’'ve been able to make is ierjme-
tive signage. | think it was the Leader of the €l Opposi-
tion who raised issues with some of the interpeesignage at
some of the visitor facilities that we had implenszhat the
Carcross Desert. Working in collaboration with epartment
of Tourism and Culture and many other entitied)itk that a
number of these improvements have been a long itinthe
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making and have helped facilitate additional inresit made
by the Carcross-Tagish First Nation and the comtyuitself.

In terms of the government’s vision for providingfra-
structure that helps further leverage additionakgtments, |
think that's something that the government has darg well
in working in collaboration with the community omeir down-
town plan and bringing many of those elements tiitifm —
the new pedestrian bridge, for example, the Benvieting
deck, restroom facilities made available, a newt bmanch and
dock, parking facilities. Again, when it comes telabrating
our history as well, th&S Tutshimemorial is another good
example of departments working together with then@anity
in seeing this come to fruition.

coaches, officials, aboriginal sport and recreatiooles; sup-
port for the Sport for Life program, and as | men#d earlier,
support for our Team Yukon to participate in otmational
events — whether it be the Canada Summer Gamée @dn-
ada Winter Games, and the list goes on.

As a result, we just have to take a look at themeérctic
Winter Games and the great success that our TedamnYsaw
at the podium, not to mention the successful hgstirthe best
ever games to be held, the success and the nurhbkrsathat
were presented on many different levels. Again,caegratu-
late them in that regard. As | mentioned, wheroines to the
communities, there are dollars allotted in suppbntecreation.
Likewise, there are dollars that continue to bed&ththrough

Landscaping — there have been investments in thie He our local advisory councils, through our municigent proc-

tage Park just outside of the White Pass buildirgpse, too,
have helped facilitate investments made by WhitesPand
Yukon Route, and companies such as Holland Aménican-
tinuing to see many more individuals coming to tdeenmu-
nity. The list goes on, but it's very important thee continue
to invest in communities as such. | think it's mrakia tremen-
dous difference.

Likewise, our continued investments — whether itibe
solid-waste or drinking water upgrades — those, twe help-
ing facilitate the added growth in our populationalll of our
communities. When it comes to additional investraent just
on the operation side — when it comes to recreatican say
that we do provide community recreation assistajreats to a
number of communities throughout the territory.

| believe that in this year’'s budget there is altatf just
under $420,000 available for a number of the unipo@ted
communities. That continues to be administered éorraula-
based provision, as | have referenced in months @aghe
floor of the Legislative Assembly. I'm just lookingt the
community of Carcross, for example — just under,868 is
allotted for the community of Carcross. Likewis&s just over
$39,000 for the Hamlet of Mount Lorne. This goesdod sup-
port of operating recreation facilities and ceffiginses those
dollars to help leverage additional funds as wellehhance
recreation opportunities in their respective comitiems

That doesn'’t include other communities — BeavereRre
Burwash Landing, Upper Liard, Tagish, Ross Rivee]lyP
Crossing, Old Crow and Marsh Lake. Marsh Lake,lielve, is
receiving just under $40,000, so alone in the Smath.akes
area we continue to invest in community recreat®hcourse,
that doesn’t include other grants based on the aomitgnde-
velopment fund, through the lotteries fund, and ynathers.

ess, which of course is also housed within the “Oawns, Our
Future” review that is currently underway — the qoehen-
sive municipal grant process. All of these fundimgchanisms
are in support of our communities, ensuring thathage vi-
brant, healthy and sustainable communities.

That said, we recognize that there are increasistsand
pressures experienced by our communities, bothcarpo-
rated and incorporated. That's why we remain vemymitted
to working with our communities and to continue gartner
with a number of funding agencies to identify thesmrities
and address those associated operations and naictenosts
of rural recreation infrastructure.

Mr. Barr: The minister spoke for 12 minutes and
didn’t answer my question. So, just, right off thdf, Commu-
nity Services pays O&M at Marsh Lake, | understanithy not
for all the community clubs and be fair to then?all

Hon. Ms. Taylor: I'm not sure if | was clear enough
in my response, but I'll just give a few more exadespof how
we fund community recreation. | just referenced toenmu-
nity recreation assistance grants, and in the membwn rid-
ing itself — $54,790 for Carcross alone, as | hai¢ already
mentioned. Mount Lorne — there is also an additié39,390
allotted in support of recreation in Mount Lorndsé available
for Marsh Lake is $39,600. Likewise, dollars arsoahllotted
for many other communities, including Beaver Crdglrwash
Landing, Destruction Bay, Keno City, Old Crow, Rel@iross-
ing, Ross River, Tagish, Upper Liard — so | coulnl @gn at
greater length on the greater amount of assistmeecreation
groups — YRAC, as | referenced earlier. We alscetepecific
grants available for administration of many spaytserning
bodies and activities alone under that program.

I'm not going to go into greater detail — in supipof the

As | referenced earlier in my second reading addreselite athletes, in support of our participation raspective

which | did not actually get to conclude — | wilbdhat a little
bit later on — but just within sport and recreatmmtributions
alone in this year's budget, there is just shy Bf4$million

allotted for that. That includes dollars for Yukoecreation
groups. That is in addition to the recreation @asie grants
that | have just made reference to. It also comsitdollars for
organizations and sport governing bodies, dollarsSpecial
Olympics, funding for Sport Yukon, and for our ongyp par-

ticipation of individuals to facilitate their coitiutions to the
Canada Senior Games coming up — support for diitetas,

games. | know that when it comes to Mount Lorne gicample
— and we certainly appreciate the good work of rémdents
of that particular community — | know that last yehthink
they celebrated some 25 years and the openingeaf tiew
Zamboni building, and that was funded through Spod Rec-
reation. We congratulate them for that particuleccanplish-
ment. We also congratulate ongoing contributionsleniay all
communities and community associations, in supgbrécrea-
tion and in support of many other entities assediatith our
municipal governments and unincorporated areas.
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| don’'t want to sound too repetitive, so I'll juperhaps
conclude my comments from there.

Mr. Barr:
issue for firefighters and ambulances getting gces$ in rural
communities. When can we expect that we will sée ap-
pening?

Hon. Ms. Taylor: Thank you to the member opposite
for his question. We know that this continues toobengoing
importance to the community and, in fact, that'syydmder the
leadership of the Fire Marshal’'s Office it has beeorking
with the Tagish advisory council. Of course, as oan appre-
ciate, one has to comply with national conventiand obliga-
tions, but we very much remain committed to workivith the
council. | believe there is a meeting set up inrtbetoo-distant
future.

I’'m sorry — a lot of correspondence has been cornoing
way on many different fronts, but it seems to nmeegeting is to
be set up so that we can seek the views and impuat the
members of the council to address this very impoiitsue.

Mr. Bairr:
ready to go for a few years now. Actually, theredsrespon-
dence, but | do not have it with me to confirm thatinder-
stand that Marsh Lake is going ahead with a pitojget. | do
not understand why one has been ready to go fewayéars,
another is going forward with a pilot project, andt just to
implement or number streets and houses. | wouldciumment
on that and I'm going turn it over to my colleacheze.

Hon. Ms. Taylor: Thank you to the members of the
communities — our Department of Community Serviee®f
course, the fundamental mandate of the departrsetat ivork
in collaboration with communities to be responsteetheir
priorities and their concerns and ideas, and thisnie of those
priorities, and a very important issue at that.

We continue to work with those communities andthees
member opposite made reference, the pilot progeghderway.
When it comes to Tagish, we are working with thesipective
community and we look forward to further progress.

Ms. Stick:
that there are plans to bring forwdtendlord and Tenant Act
legislation. There has been a lot of hard work doypéandlord
groups, tenant groups and information gathered father
stakeholders and the public.

While waiting on this legislation, the Official Opsition is
hearing from citizens that rents are going up bgeasonable
amounts, and this is forcing tenants out of thairent rental
accommodations. Because of low rental vacancy ratesy
families are being forced into crowded and inadeghausing.
We have heard too many of these stories. | tooko& &t the
local papers and available rentals: three-bedrgoantment for
$2,500 a month; a furnished room, $600 a montheethr
bedroom house, $1,900 a month, plus all utilittasme days it
seems there are more ads for “wanted to rent” tfarrent”. |
even called a few of these, but they were alreaklgrt.

I’'m also aware from citizens of the substandardaleac-
commodation across the territory. People are rgniimts with
poor heating, safety issues and black mould. Ttz mo re-
course because they fear being homeless. I'm alsveaof

| was interested to hear from the minister

good landlords who face difficulties and unexpeatesits with
irresponsible tenants. I’'m not suggesting that lamt$ or ten-

Legible numbers for driveways is a safetyants should be given more favourable protections| blo be-

lieve that tenants and landlords need clear leggisidhat pro-
tects and clarifies their rights, outlines thespensibilities and
protects everyone with clear and fair rules andili@&gpns.

Can the minister tell us when this legislation wittme
forward, or are we looking at another round of citagions? |
would also like the minister to identify costs hist budget as-
sociated with changes to the act or its impleméortat.e. new
programs or positions.

Hon. Ms. Taylor: I'd like to thank the member oppo-
site for raising this important issue. As | refared in my
opening comments and as outlined in our recentfgpiat
“Moving Forward Together”, it remains a priority tie Gov-
ernment of Yukon, and that is working toward imptarting
the recommendations of the select committee. Wegredumate
the work of the committee of years past and loakvéwd to
moving forward on this initiative. I'm glad to he#hnat the

| believe that Tagish for one has beenmember opposite, and hopefully her colleague a$ fied it

very important to balance the interest of both tésa@nd land-
lords. That is a key principle housed within theammenda-
tion and one we will be taking very seriously as meve on
this initiative.

We are working on moving forward to take somethiog
to the public. We believe that even though a nundfeneet-
ings were held throughout the review of ttendlord and Ten-
ant Act a number of provisions were made on a broadde sca
— so looking for more finite information on key pés of in-
formation when it come to landlord-tenant. Agatis really of
great importance to all Yukoners that we move fodmaith a
new act. We're committed to doing just that.

We want to move in an expeditious manner because we

know this is important, both to the tenants for thasons that
the member opposite has just outlined, but alsthi@purposes
of moving forward from the landlord’s perspectiveterms of
wanting to make additional investments in the hogisharket.

| have said all along that when it comes to houdirpn’t
think there was one individual in this territory avdidn’t state
the importance of housing in the territory durihg fast elec-
tion. That's why our government continues to reépgrthat
adequate, available and affordable housing is ategl fun-
damental in maintaining and building our economyt, ddso for
building strong communities and strong families.’&ealoing
a significant amount of work to tackle housing grees and
issues throughout all of our communities in theitiery. When
we talk about housing, we talk about the continwairhousing
throughout the territory, from ensuring everyoneowteeds
shelter and support has that, to helping those alteady have
homes through programs for renovations, repairsugggading
programs.

We’re working with our partners in the community as-
sist those particularly vulnerable and at-risk wdiials who
require those services and supports to live indegetty. That
goes right from one side of the spectrum from emrecy shel-
ters to transitional housing, such as second-diagsing that is
housed within this year’'s budget, and through taistese’s
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women'’s transition home. For supportive housingueber of
key pieces were outlined in our platform, some bfol were
envisioned and included in this year's budget, aadhe that
remain as a works in progress in collaboration witany
stakeholders, including the Salvation Army.

Providing social housing — | know the minister resgi-
ble for Yukon Housing Corporation has spoken ts titi great
length, as | have as well. Our government has itedewell
over $100-million worth of affordable housing iaitives
throughout the territory. Is that enough? When dies to
housing, there is always going to be more to beedonthe
territory to address the ongoing needs and presritéhat | can
say is that it wasn't that long ago that our popata was
dwindling, that people were leaving the territatyat in fact it
was labelled as a “U-Haul economy”.

That's not the case now and now we have the opps&le
of the spectrum — we have challenges associatdd mwiin-
taining and sustaining that growth within our paidn and
our economy and that'’s, in fact, why we have dellaltotted
for land development in the territory. We have dilavailable
for a number of different housing initiatives fra@acond-stage
to continuing care. | know this is an issue of impance to the
member opposite — additional beds opening up atWthée-
horse General Hospital, to additional beds openipgat the
Thomson Centre for continuing care, to the replas#nof
McDonald Lodge in Dawson City. We're looking at nbospi-
tal facilities in Watson Lake and Dawson City, iddéion to
the ongoing expansion of our Whitehorse Generabpkials all
out of meeting the demand for more options.

When it comes to theandlord and Tenant Actve do re-
main committed to adhering to the recommendatiansl, we
do hope to be going through some consultation énnidar fu-
ture to provide that added direction on a numbedifiErent
fronts, as outlined within the recommendations thelwres.

We feel that is very important. | am sure the mersog-
posite would appreciate the importance of consahatAgain,
we look forward to utilizing the resources we haviehin our
Department of Community Services: in just the politanch

jurisdictions in Canada not to regulate the oidirappliance
industry. It's time for new rules to protect pubdafety.

When will this government be introducing oil-burtegis-
lation or regulations to prevent injury, death dosk of prop-
erty?

Hon. Ms. Taylor: There are a number of different
factors when we talk about oil burner safety. lidnad there has
been a lot stated on the floor of the Legislatureard more to
come, to be sure. As has already been stated bynthister
responsible for Yukon Housing and me, as Commu8iy-
vices minister, we have committed to tasking owspeetive
officials with coming up with a working group.

The working group is for the purpose of bringingustry
and government representatives together — and caortynu
representatives, to be sure — to come up with aeArad
Yukon solution that enhances public safety as litgies to the
installation as well as the maintenance of oil leurappliances
as well as tanks, as was outlined in those rep®tat group,
as | understand, is to be chaired by the vice-gessi of the
Yukon Housing Corporation, who also happens to bertfied
oil burner mechanic. | know that he is working edipieusly in
collaboration with representatives from the oil e industry
itself, ensuring that we have representation freammunities,
as well, because as the minister responsible fasihg had
stated not long ago, the solutions that we comwitiphave to
work for all of our communities, from Old Crow, Mhite-
horse, to Watson Lake, to Carcross and everythirgetween.
That's not to say that it can’t be done, becauseélitbe done.
We're very much committed to coming up with solago but
they have to be realistic and they have to be giabld have to
be something that we can act on in a timely bagiat work is
underway and in fact the member opposite may hatead
there were advertisements that have been placeeity of the
papers asking for suggestions, feedback, input frarkoners
at large — whether it be from industry or the palat large —
on this very issue.

We very much applaud the work of this group. loails-
cludes the City of Whitehorse, which is very impmt, be-

alone, under operations and maintenance, we hawsr ovcause the City of Whitehorse also has jurisdictionen it

$700,000 available. We will be utilizing, and wes artilizing,
many of those resources to address reviews sutiedasnd-
lord and Tenant Acteview with the ultimate goal of bringing
in new legislation.

As | mentioned, we're working expeditiously, and’vee
recognized the very importance of this issue toYalkoners,
from both sides of the spectrum, in moving forwdrdope that
that helps address some of the questions that ¢éneb@r oppo-
site has raised.

Mr. Bairr:
homes with oil-burning furnaces of some kind. Wewrthat
Mr. Corea studied how these units were installed amain-
tained and he authored five very damning reportailidtey ma-
jor code violations that posed a serious riskfeodind property.

comes to its role in adhering to the standards weahave to-
day, for inspections and so forth. In additionHtatt | just ref-
erenced that there isLandlord and Tenant Aceview with the
focus of bringing forth new statutes — new legisiat

That will also fold in elements such as carbon nxah®
safety, for example, when it comes to minimum ssaddent-
als. Likewise, when it comes to the tragic incidimatt occurred
in Porter Creek, that is before the coroner, andfact, the
coroner has yet to conclude her investigation.alet,fshe was

Eighty percent of Yukoners heat their referenced through one of the media outlets —nkthii was

yesterday, if I'm not mistaken — outlining how tfiee mar-
shal’s findings have been submitted officially teetcoroner.
That is but one of the findings and investigationslerway. As
| stated here on the floor yesterday and I'll cond to state,

We know what happened in Porter Creek — five Yukene it's very important to let that work unfold and bempleted in

lost their lives from carbon monoxide poisoning.eTtecent
fire at the Stratford Motel pointed to an impropgeristalled or
maintained furnace. We know that the Yukon is ohthe last

an objective manner before any other steps caakasatin that
regard. | think it's very important to respect thigiectivity of
her work and to let her work conclude in that relgar
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There is a significant amount of work that is unasy. |
also wanted to say that there has been work ttabben un-
derway since those reports have been publishedthehi be
public education, whether it be training for medbarthem-
selves in collaboration with the Housing CorponatieYukon
College and again, through the Fire Marshal’s @ffie raising
awareness about public safety, fire prevention.IM¢gehtinue
to invest in training and education while we lookilhese other
ways that we can make further enhancements, whéthes
any new regulations, or whether it be legislativpiovements
to ensure the safe use and maintenance of applisswth as
this.

Back in 2010, the government also introduced regula-
tions under theBuilding Standards Actequiring permits and
inspections for all new oil-burner appliance instiébns, which
also pertains to the modifications — major renawadito sys-
tems, as well, that we have in place.

| can't give specific names. There is also a CityMhitehorse
representative sitting on the committee. We alsatwa have
representation from Yukon First Nations, given thaile in
terms of settlement lands and properties on trespective
lands. So again, any changes would also be puteiifiéat and
we wanted to ensure that they have a voice. We tlev®e-
partment of Community Services and the Departméridu-
cation that also will be contributing — and Yukomllgge,
which will also be sitting on the committee. Agaihis differs
from the entity that the member opposite raisetlezaOne of
the mandates that we wanted to really focus ontav@asme up
with a made-in-the-Yukon solution.

That is why we chose to broaden the makeup of ¢ime-c
mittee: to ensure there is First Nations represiemteaon the
committee; that we have rural perspectives on timengittee so
that recommendations that were — or | should sayhat the
action plan that comes out of the working groupl il fact

So some work has been undertaken as a result eé thoreflect the realities of rural Yukon as we see thieday. There

recommendations that have come forward and, amtiomed,
there have been ongoing initiatives through our &ive Mar-
shal's Office. | won't go on at greater length abthe work in
the Yukon Housing Corporation, but we have beervigdiog
information and will continue to make availabledmhation on
carbon monoxide safety and, of course, regular agisg on
fire and safety prevention. That will continue te distributed
territory-wide. Again, it's an important issue, awe look for-
ward to the outcome of the work as it unfolds today

Mr. Barr:
of a new oil-burning appliance working group astparthis
government’s response to the Porter Creek traged2008,
the Yukon Party government announced the creatian il
Fired Appliances Advisory Committee. This committez
ported in 2009 and gave both Community Services thed
Yukon Housing Corporation a list of recommendations

are significant differences from community to commity and
we have to respect those differences. So whatestemaplan
does come out of this particular working group, meed to
make sure that it is reasonable, realistic and ithdbes en-
hance the safety of these appliances as well &s.tan

| certainly respect community input. I'm not so euf the
members opposite respect that community inputweutio and
we think that it’s very important to have not ornhe City of
Whitehorse sitting on the committee, but to haa thral rep-

The minister has mentioned the formationresentation; likewise to have industry represeniatis well. As

| mentioned, having Yukon College as an entity tw@itinues
to deliver training in this regard — it's very imppant that they
be at the table as well.

Broadening the input or broadening the makeup ef th
committee is absolutely essential to come up Wit made-in-
Yukon action plan that will be responsive and tivdt be ef-

One of this committee’s recommendations back in9200 fective in delivering effective action. We recogaihat there is

was for the government to implement a new act agdlations
specific to oil-fired appliances. The governmert dbt act on
this recommendation. One of the recommendations tals
Community Services hire certified oil burner insfpes. Can
the minister report on the status of this recommtod and
other matters recommended by the Oil Fired Appkanadvi-
sory Committee? How is the new committee diffeffeoitn the
old committee, and what assurances can the mirgsterthat
it will follow this new committee’s advice?

Hon. Ms. Taylor: As | just tried to articulate for the
member opposite, we did, in fact, announce backlarch 21
of this year our commitment to form a working groap oil-
fired appliances. Again, my colleague from the Yulkéousing
Corporation and | — we did task our officials towmn this
working group.

As | mentioned, we're very pleased that the actirag-
president of the Yukon Housing Corporation has edyré
chair this working group. | believe that he hasreag amount
of expertise and professionalism in this industwywe thank
him for his work on this working group. As | mentied earlier,
it will include representatives from the oil burginndustry
itself. As to who is actually sitting on that paciar committee,

work to be done and, of course, work that has loeere in the
past will also fold into the work of the committee.

Again, just thanks to the members who have chosesit t
on the working group, for their work, for their @mand for
putting their best foot forward in addressing tesy important
issue.

When it comes to our own government inspectorsd,
would like to thank them for their professionalismd for their
credentials that they bring to the job. | had aparfunity to
see and meet many of our inspectors and they hageyaliffi-
cult job. It's not a job for everyone, and it reqs specific skill
sets, expertise and professionalism. | know they thork hard
on a daily basis to assist and educate membetseqfublic in
the building industry to ensure that our buildiraged our me-
chanical systems are built to national standards)ptying to
our statutes in place. We're very appreciative &venthose
individuals in that area. Our own branch regulatesonly the
construction of new buildings, installation of dhézal, gas,
wood and oil heating systems, installation and afj@n of
elevators, lifts, and pressure vessels, to amusenugs —
very all-encompassing expertise. We have some digpec-
tors for all of these respective inspections, dlwthom are
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qualified to do inspections in their respectivddi This par-
ticular shop will also be reflected in the workiggup as they
move forward to proceed with an action plan to edsdrthis
very important issue.

As | referenced earlier, the City of Whitehorseypla very
important role. They have jurisdiction over tBailding Stan-

dards Actand the National Building Code, and the B139 Code

within the city limits itself, unlike any other migipality in the
territory. So they have a very important role t@ypl The
Yukon government oversees all of the other comnesitther
than the City of Whitehorse. So, again, it is vienportant that
they, too, be involved in this working group comifaggward
with an effective and timely action plan.

Chair: Would the members care for a recess?

All Hon. Members: Agreed.

Chair: Committee of the Whole will recess for 15
minutes.

Recess

Chair: Committee of the Whole will now come to or-

der. We will continue debate on Vote 51, Departnaitom-
munity Services.
Mr. Barr:
Cardiff, the late Member for Mount Lorne, foughtr¢han this
House for rules to protect young workers. He tathexly oung

is also an on-line version of it on the website. ¥datinue to
partner with the Department of Education to delieenploy-

ment standards training presentations to all gre@lestudents
throughout the Yukon as well. So there are a nurobearious

initiatives that we have been providing on the pubtiucation
front.

With respect to ongoing work, in terms of additibsian-

dards for young worker protection in the territoag, the mem-
ber opposite may recall, there was consultationandigg

young worker protection, which resulted in a repbet was
tabled in the Legislature back in 2009.

The consultation undertaken by the Workers’ Comaens
tion Health and Safety Board and the Employmenhdieds
Board revealed that there was no particular, ateasensus on
developing an overall minimum working age in theritery.
However, there is a very strong appetite for prdoee with
industry-specific age restrictions under th@ccupational
Health and Safety ActThat is being led through the Workers’
Compensation Health and Safety Board. That wodoiginu-
ing, as | understand — without having received pdate in
the recent couple of weeks on that particular malteill cer-
tainly endeavour to speak about it with the mimisesponsi-
ble. | know that a significant amount of work haseb done on

The NDP caucus, and particularly Stevecoming up with regulations in this regard.

I know that Workers’ Compensation Health and Safety
Board are the lead in developing regulations, cgmip with

Worker Protection Actwhich didn’t pass, but led to a consulta- options and in developing regulations. As | seemetall, there

tion and identified issues. It has been over twaryesince
Workers’ Compensation Health and Safety Board capneith
a code of practice for young workers. This appéarbe the
only tangible outcome so far from all of this work.

There was an expectation that the Employment Stdada
Board would be coming up with minimum age restoieti on
certain industries. Why has there been no movememini-
mum age restrictions? Does this government havepaetite
to develop minimum age restrictions in certain stdes?
When will we see new rules to protect young worRers

Hon. Ms. Taylor: I would like to thank the member
opposite for his question. When it comes to youngyker
safety, of course, this government has been worimg num-
ber of different fronts to ensure that all workezmain safe in
the workplace. When it comes to this particulauéssve have
been working with the Employment Standards Boamdi with
the Yukon Workers’ Compensation Health and Safebar8
on the very important issue of young workers.

I know that within our own Employment Standardsriota
we have produced some public education materialegent
years — the last couple of years, as | seem tdlraweluding a
student and parent guide call¥du need more than a job to
start work The guide is very comprehensive. | recall lookatg
it, reviewing it, and going over it at great lengltis very im-
pressive indeed. It talks about all that you needenthan a job
to start work. It deals with the rights and resphoilites of
young workers with respect to employment and maiirtg
safe standards.

We have worked to distribute it, and continue ttrithute
it, to all of our high schools throughout the temry, and there

is a stakeholder group that was formed to helpgttcse de-
cisions and inform the debate on a going-forwarsidd know
that they plan on bringing forward a regulatorypmsal to the
Government of Yukon for review and for bringingfarward

within, I'm taking it, this year, within the month® come, if
not sooner. It does remain very important to theegsoment of
Yukon, but again, that is work that is being lecttyy Workers’
Compensation Health and Safety Board. We look fodwta

receiving the outcome of that work. | know that theister

responsible will be leading that as he brings fodvidne new
regulations coming forward when it comes to spedye re-
strictions pertaining to those various entities.

Mr. Silver: The Department of Community Services
provides and facilitates many of the governmentises Yuk-
oners enjoy on a regular basis. We appreciate pipertunity
to discuss the department’s activities and resaued | thank
the department officials for their briefings anthank my col-
leagues as well here for their comments today.

As is our practice, we will keep our comments totagf
and | will reserve my more detailed questions iioe by line.

Community Services aids in the provision of impotta
ground search and rescue services in our terrifidigre have
been recent changes to how the department prosatgges to
eight community ground search and rescue teantilYtkon.
In the past, Protective Services has provided oipec sup-
port to these teams. However, this support relatignis now
being transferred to the Wildland Fire Managemeaiainbh. |
understand from conversations with local WildlanideFper-
sonnel that they are already under very tight fiscal opera-
tional constraints. They cannot be expected to takeaddi-
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tional responsibilities without additional resowsceMadam
Chair. | gave advance notice of this concern ingageral re-
sponse to this budget and advised the ministerl thdt bring
up this issue in the departmental debate.

When we move to line-by-line debate, | look forwandan
update on this proposed transfer of responsitsliied to learn
what financial resources will be provided, alonghathe trans-
fer to ensure high levels of support to our grosedrch and
rescue teams. In addition to having a very effecémd active
search and rescue team, Dawson City is also horaevtbun-
teer fire department that has been in operatioralioost 115
years. Despite its long and successful historyaeison City
fire department, like volunteer fire departmentotighout the
territory, was not consulted or informed aheadimktthat the
government was assuming control of rural firefightiinstead,
they found out last year at the Association of Ylukiommuni-
ties AGM. Needless to say, the heavy-handed cézdtin of
power is neither respectful of the department'sdhaork nor
thoughtfully informed by their output. Matters oficpette
aside, not everyone is convinced that this stejm ithe right
direction.

As | mentioned before, the Dawson City voluntees fie-
partment has a very long history of successful atpmrs. |
hope to hear the minister's assurance that thisirasimative
change will not impede the department’s operatmmhose of
other fire departments throughout the Yukon. | diepe to
hear from the minister that this department anckrsthwill be
adequately resourced so that our volunteers asafasand pre-
pared as possible going into dangerous situations.

| would like to turn my attention to some of thecektent
initiatives and work that | have seen through ttepartment. |
would never want to be accused of not giving creditere
credit is due, and | reiterate that | feel my riol¢he Legislative
Assembly is to lend a hand to progress. Therefoshall ac-
knowledge the progression where | perceive it.

The “Our Towns, Our Future” initiative is an exeslt re-
sponse to rural concerns. | commend the ministaiginuing
support to such an important committee. From tharoitee
visits summary, | quote: “The idea of Our Towns,rGuture
emerged as a response by the Minister of Comm@datyices
to concerns raised by Yukon’s municipal officialeeothe past
several years. It is a way to answer the questidrieow mu-
nicipalities can increase their resilience and snsleir stabil-
ity in the face of current-day pressures. The mgviemeant to
address urgent challenges upon aging infrastructine re-
cruitment and retention of municipal employees vi@ions of
local services, rising operational costs and changegulatory
requirements. Our Towns, Our Future has given nipatlities,
the Association of Yukon Communities and the Yulgov-
ernment an opportunity to work together to exploesv ways
to address old and emerging problems.”

The committee, as established by the minister, istmsf
three Yukon government members and three membmrstfre
Association of Yukon Communities. This initiativdearly
demonstrates that both the Yukon government anédskecia-
tion of Yukon Communities recognize the mutual ealof

working together to find solutions to ensure that towns and
communities are resilient and sustainable for yeacome.

I would like to list the main themes, Madam Chaire
“Our Towns, Our Future” committee heard in Daws@h): a
desire to keep current residents and attract nefororer resi-
dents, particularly by having recreation facilitiead educa-
tional programs that appeal to families; (2) depehaore resi-
dential lots and make more affordable housing abéel (3)
concerns related to the transfer of responsitslite munici-
palities from senior governments without enough eyoto
cover the costs; and (4) the use of municipal dndicluding
a need for a better way to transfer non-recyclaldste to re-
cover the cost of operating the facility and toradd the direc-
tion given in mining permits to use of the landfidr their
waste.

I would like the minister to comment, obviously, these
themes in general, but | also have some specifitngies of
these themes that | would like to comment on.

Theme (1): a desire to keep current residents #nact
new or former residents, particularly by havingreational
facilities and educational programs that appedatoilies —
I'm sorry if I'm beginning to sound like a brokeaaord. Daw-
son City was promised a recreation centre from ¢jugern-
ment. | presented to this House the quotes, thes namv
nouncements, the campaign promises already, st waste
any more time here in the general debate, but It Wwabe on
the record again stating that this is a huge detldme promise
that doesn’t seem to have any current momentum.

Theme (2): develop more residential lots and makeem
affordable housing available — the issue hereastte City of
Dawson is struggling to meet the requirements wéard to
property development. They are doing their besh winited
resources, and they are considering creative saolutivhere
they can — for example, tax rates on vacant lateiases. They
have also been very cooperative with the privat¢éoseropos-
als for low income housing on Lot 20. The city isceaddress-
ing the concerns of the Klondike Development Orgation,
but the concept here is that Yukon governmentésréal land
developer. They have the city planners and thermgds their
help, but getting their attention is near impossiblhese are
not my words; these are the words from a varietgairces
from within the municipal system in Dawson.

| put forward today a motion urging this governmémt
lend its expertise and resources in this areaedCity of Daw-
son, and | look forward to progress in these idietiissues.

Theme (3) regards the concerns related to theféran$é
responsibility to municipalities from senior goverents with-
out enough money to cover the costs. Properly stipgoour
ground search and rescue teams also means thahbakeythe
training they need and are asked to have for fbbs. These
are volunteers on-call in their communities whepytimeed
them, and they must have the training to do soctifiely and
safely. Ground search and rescue teams have igensflack
of steep-embankment response, and are callingdoring to
bridge that gap. Ground search and rescue teanesrbegived
this training in the past, but the government setrisave no
appetite for offering it again. While this issuenist limited to
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Klondike, it is particularly relevant to the areaound Daw-
son.

The larger-than-life topology we enjoy encouragéeis
and rock climbers. Steep-embankment search andeéaci-
dents have occurred and are likely to occur agaMamsehide
Slide, the Crocus Bluff, Tombstone Park and in sisecessed
through municipal and Trans Canada Trail systemsileV
these areas should be enjoyed responsibly by pewptego
out and explore them, search and rescue incideititaeur
and we must ensure that our search and rescue tesms
trained to handle them when they do.

Hon. Ms. Taylor: I would like to thank the MLA for
Klondike for his remarks. | very much enjoy the gaof golf.
I'm not very good at it, but | give it my best ahtlave a lot of
spirit, so if and when, | look forward to the oppanity. I'm
not sure if | would play on the member’'s team —touibe sure
I'm sure the government caucus would certainly lavgut in
a team, and I'm sure a couple of my colleaguesadigthave
access to golf carts. I'm not going to get intot ttaut anyhow,
I will just leave it at that.

Again, | just want to start by saying thank you tte
Member for Klondike for his recognition of the gowark the

The community has been relying on ad-hoc responsd3epartment of Community Services does. | very majgpreci-

when somebody needs help in this kind of situatiut, it's

only a matter of time before a tragedy occurs. \tenot call in
Outside expertise when somebody is trapped in dange
situations; we must have our own people trained raady to
respond. Representatives from ground search acdad¢sams
have brought this up with the department withogpomse. |
strongly encourage the minister to meet with thiesens as
soon as possible and implement the steep-embankmesrie
training that they are asking for.

Theme (4) regards the use of municipal landfilglucling
a need for a better way to transfer non-recyclaldste to re-
cover the cost of operating the facility and adslité® direction
given in mining permits to use of the landfill filveir waste.

Quigley landfill — the municipality is knocking the
heads against the wall on this one. Suggestions h&eady
come forward from the municipality to the Ministef Com-
munity Services and her office — suggestions oftaamoney
to upgrade the landfill, monitoring systems andAmigh-in
stations, charging for garbage coming in from ottmmmuni-
ties, tags for bags, et cetera. This is in thedsehste manage-
ment plan. We are in an environmental crisis withstg oil
currently and we await direction on implementatadra solid-
waste management plan that works for Klondikers.

I would like to end with a thank you, actually, ttee Min-
ister of Community Services for her staff and herkvon the
Top of the World golf course transfer of title toet City of
Dawson. The lawyers are still busy with paperwdil it is
looking like the Dawson Golf Association will berming the
course into the future. The minister has been méhg coop-
erative in this process. Her office has been fagttirand in-
formative and they will share a large portion of tiredit if and
when the course opens this summer.

| would also like to thank the Premier and his a#fifor
their direction and their expedience and supporttos file.
Sometimes we don’'t know what we have until it's goand
this close call has had a positive effect on thieinteer corps
of my community.

| would also like to thank the City of Dawson, tkéon-
dike Visitors Association, Greg Hakonson and thewfan
Golf Association for rallying to support and proraatne of the
most unique golf courses that I've ever played athallenge
all ministers and members of this House to a rooingdolf in
Dawson this summer.

I will finish here and | will look forward to the imister’s
response and to the line-by-line debate process.

ate hearing those constructive comments and pesitom-
ments, because there is a lot of good work thatoise on a
daily basis by the department. If there’s one thiingt never
ceases to amaze me, it's how large this departimeartd how
encompassing the responsibilities are in this depart. | think
it's safe to say that | didn’t have, perhaps, asagan apprecia-
tion as | do today for the work that is conductgcelery offi-
cial in the department and how comprehensive thek g It
has been a very steep learning curve for me aster, but |
have very much enjoyed — my tenure as ministertbess a
privilege. | look forward to learning more and doning to
work on issues of importance to our communitiesluding the
Member for Klondike’s community as well.

The member opposite touched on many different itéiths
do my best to address some of these issues.

He has raised some good discussion points. Onen-ndt
even too sure where to start; there are a lot dbua items. |
suppose one is — really, I'll start with the “Ouowns, Our
Future” review, because in all of my community taghus far,
| continue to hear some great feedback about thaew and
how it was launched and the inclusive nature of #pgproach
to tackling issues of importance to our municipa/grnments.

Now if there is one thing that | have learned dberyears,
it is how much responsibility the Government of ¥onkhas
assumed. The reason why | say that is that | atszwkhow
much added responsibility our municipal governmemse
had to assume as well: changing regulations; chgnggisla-
tion; changing our expectations; and health andtgahatters.
The member opposite talked about fire protectiaw ke de-
liver fire protection in our communities. All of ése and more
are changing and, as a result, we have to changewsode-
liver governance. When it comes to “Our Towns, ®Guture”,
it is a great example of how the Yukon governmesd heen
and continues to work collaboratively with the Yuakmunici-
palities to ensure that municipalities operate isuatainable
manner.

So we have been working through the Association
Yukon Communities to address the themes — and ievel
there are some 18 different themes raised througtieure-
view. | can say that progress is being made onfitigings,
when it comes to land development and energy aset asan-
agement, the comprehensive municipal grant — as/é Ispo-
ken to earlier — and thunicipal Actas well. The grant itself
— we are in the final year of a five-year fundingreement

of
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that had come into play under the previous YukortyPgov-
ernment.

Interestingly enough, when one takes a look atfigwal
capacity of municipal governments, it really wasuritil about
five years ago, when we launched the previous wewdtthat
funding formula, that we were able to incorporatéuading
increase that saw — | think it was $800,000 a yeadditional
funding each and every year — that is consequeiniatases.
We recognize there are many pressures and therenang
areas of importance that remain to be addressedpbthem
being fire.

| would say this about “Our Towns, Our Future”:sltan
ongoing work of collaboration, and one that wasllyea
launched about a year ago officially at the lassg&sation of
Yukon Communities AGM. A lot of work and a lot oforking
groups have been formed since then to overseegae@n the
Municipal Actand the formula itself. Of course, from there,
there are a number of other tables and discussiameunding
land development, energy, fire protection and sthfd just
wanted to recognize — with the good work of our avfficials
in continuing those tables of dialogue — that ib&ng well
received, and | continue to hear that throughoetabmmuni-
ties. So | just want to say thank you to our offisiand thank
you to the municipal officials and the elected mensbthem-
selves.

We heard during the “Our Town, Our Future” susthiha
ity review and we continue to hear about the chgks mu-
nicipalities face in meeting new standards whemwihes to fire
protection in our communities, Occupational Healtld Safety
regulations that were brought into effect in 200& national
firefighting standards and, of course, with prestineplegisla-
tion, there are these and there are more reguta@snwell,
which we have to continue to adhere to, not onlghiwi mu-
nicipal governments, but also within the GovernnahnYukon
itself.

I refer to working collaboratively and making thesh ef-
ficient use of our resources to be able to accahpiany dif-
ferent needs. We recognize that there is a rolgap for the
Yukon government — a very important role — whendtnes
to addressing deficiencies in how we administex firotection
services. | also want to make it abundantly cléat wwhen it
comes to the City of Dawson and the Town of Watisake or
the Village of Mayo, those municipal governmentyehae-
sponsibility for administering fire protection. es much ap-
preciate, and | applaud and respect that autonomyteat rela-
tionship between the city and their fire department

That said, we also recognize, though, that we loéliga-
tions to be able to assist our municipal governsi@nimeeting
these new standards and these new pressures that neceiv-
ing on that end. That is why we are working witlr govern-
ments; we are working with all the fire departmeantgoming
up with a solution that is able to help address esahthese
shortfalls. | think those discussions will continteeunfold in
the months to come. It is an important issue argl dine that |
know the previous minister, the previous Premiad the pre-
vious government paid great attention to, hencegimg in
presumptive legislation, for example. It is onetth& remain

very much committed to, and we know there will losts asso-
ciated with training, equipment, and infrastruct¢e recog-
nize that. We recognize that we need to addresswarshort-
falls as well within the Government of Yukon. Itaswork-in-
progress, but what | can communicate is that iteis/ impor-
tant to me as Minister of Community Services. | \knib re-
mains of utmost importance to mayors and counbiisughout
this good territory. When it comes to search arsdue, what |
can communicate there is that when it comes toeBtioe Ser-
vices, we talked at great length about Emergencasdees
Organization, Emergency Medical Services, WildlaRote
Management, the Fire Marshal’s Office and so forth.

So, more and more, we're trying to integrate ouvises
and how we deliver all emergency services, inclgdsearch
and rescue. What | can say is that there have eenh lany
changes as to who is responsible for search arwligedt is
part of the ongoing discussions right now and wdhtinue to
be, as to how we can efficiently deliver servicesbehalf of
Yukoners and how we can work with our organizatiand our
volunteer teams throughout the Yukon in delivereffgctive
search and rescue. So it's part and parcel of tapkoward
different models of delivery when it comes to enesigy ser-
vices, but again, according to the department,etheven’t
been any decisions made in that regard. So | ajspeethe
guestion from the member opposite.

The member opposite also made reference to, asapdrt
parcel of “Our Towns, Our Future”, the desire of tBity of
Dawson — and all municipalities, | might add — ahd will-
ingness in wanting to attract residents to thespeetive com-
munities, and we all want that. | was born andedis Watson
Lake. | very much appreciate the challenges anappertuni-
ties and the privilege of living in rural Yukon side of the
City of Whitehorse. | very much appreciate the wghess of
many individuals, whether you're elected or not,hiolding
many different hats and responsibilities and alwaysting
your best foot forward in making your community iable, a
sustainable and an attractive place to live anishtest and to
raise your family.

When it comes to the City of Dawson, | know thatlsy
the Government of Yukon continues to invest inidtives and
infrastructure, such as the new hospital that temway at this
time. Investments in Tombstone Territorial Park,iclhis in
the vicinity of the Klondike region — there is thew Tomb-
stone Interpretive Centre and new trails and joggstments in
people all around.

All of these are assisting in making the region andter-
ritory a better place to live and much more attvact

Likewise, every time | go to Dawson — | was jusyisg
that last year, during the summer months, the @fitpawson
had never looked greater. | commend the City of &awfor
all of the investments that they have made in thgerfront
and again, that’s in collaboration working with canganiza-
tions, working with the City of Dawson and workinvgth
funding mechanisms such as the community developfoed
as well. We recognize that good work.

When it comes to other investments, | won't go bgraat
length about the museum and the cultural centreweuhave
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enhanced funding to the operations of our museurdsaanew
funding program for the cultural centre, which isoahelping
address the sustainable operation of those vergrigupt heri-
tage institutions.

Likewise, the School of Visual Arts — again, a drpart-
nership between the Klondike Institute of Art andltGre, the
college and the Trondék Hwéch'in First Nationhlis been a
huge success and those are some of the investthentson-
tinue to make the City of Dawson and other comnesmivery
attractive places to work and to live.

The member opposite raised a question with resfmect
land availability. During my recent visit to Dawsaarlier this
year, we did have a discussion about land avaitialaihd, rest
assured, we very much appreciate the pressureg bejeri-
enced by the City of Dawson and all communities nvite
comes to meeting land demand as a result of groeangmu-
nities. What | can say is that we have been workiitg Daw-
son, and | know that staff from our Land Developimamanch
have committed to continue to work with the City@éwson
— to meet and to work with Dawson’s planner to ambeathe
planning process for the next potential land dgwelent pro-
jects in Dawson. In fact, there are monies housgdirwthis
fiscal year's budget that we are debating curreintlyhis re-
gard. We are working with the community to advataed
development projects in an expeditious manner.

| know that last year alone, there were resideiial — a
number of them — that were sold by way of Yukon kiag
Corporation. | believe they released some downtmesgidential
lots this summer. They were all sold. Likewisehink there
were some 10 or 13 lots that were also made availalDaw-
son on the north end. They, too, sold. So some dauddproper-
ties have been freed up, but we recognize theam isngoing
demand for land.

| should also refer to Dawson’s official communfilan-
ning process, which was really kick-started ladit nd how
that’s a really important and positive step in dimgbland de-
velopment in Dawson. | know that there is a greapleasis up
the Klondike Valley, looking at lots to be made iéalale in
that area. Both Community Services and Energy, Miaed
Resources continue to work on that particular dgwelent,
looking at opportunities in the Klondike Valley.

One thing | should also mention is the industidas lin the
Callison subdivision that were recently releasallewise, I'm
pretty sure that Energy, Mines and Resources asbtirned
over some land to the City of Dawson, as well,dountry resi-

When it comes to the municipal landfill, | will sélyat, as
I mentioned before, a significant amount of works Haeen
done.

First off, coming up with therukon Solid Waste Action
Plan — so a very concerted effort in addressing chghsn
associated with waste in our territory. In thisggéudget, as |
referenced earlier, we do have new dollars — justlen
$800,000 for solid-waste management, which willtgward
composting, recycling, waste diversion, enhanciog waste-
handling systems, site safety, installing groundwahonitor-
ing stations and improving household hazardous evasdn-
agement at our respective facilities.

Likewise, we're also looking to embark on a temytavide
education campaign and are encouraging all Yukbrecis to
shift their focus to addressing waste in our respecommu-
nities.

Chair: Is there any further debate?

Mr. Tredger: I, too, would like to begin by congratu-
lating the minister and her department. It is gdalepartment.
It affects the life of virtually every Yukoner. tommunities, it
is of particular importance. It is important thhetcommunica-
tion between the department — which is largely aid in
Whitehorse — and the communities be maintained emd
hanced.

| can point to one project that the departmentthlisl win-
ter that worked very well for the citizens of Maymd | want
to congratulate them on it — the work done aroural ftood-
ing of the Mayo River and the preparations for jthhe as-
sessment and weekly reporting that was done inuoatipn
with the Village of Mayo, the Department of Commtyrer-
vices, Emergency Measures, and the Na Cho Nyak Bsn,
well as Yukon Energy. This is an example of a \v&rgcessful
story, and | wish to thank the minister and herattegpent for
that. As | was saying, the communication is veryamant,
and it is critical to the communities.

There is no substitute for face-to-face communicatand
| would encourage the department — in fact, althef depart-
ments — to look at putting personnel into the comities. |
think that’s critical to the life and the well-bgirof the com-
munities, and it certainly will get information fiong to and
from Whitehorse. | think | can speak for all menwbef this
Assembly who live in rural communities that havipmpfes-
sionals, people with full-time jobs in the commigst adds
much to them. | would encourage the departmenbtd lat
ways to move people and decentralize to build wpngt and

dential development along the Dome Road. A numbfer ovibrant communities.

moves or a number of steps have been in play (o &ddiress
Dawson’s ongoing land demand. As | mentioned inapgn-
ing remarks, monies are also available in this 'gebudget
with which we continue to help develop the landelegment
assessment initiative that is currently underwayttey Gov-
ernment of Yukon that is working in collaboratiorithwall

communities — First Nation governments included e—+dally
assess and define what the land challenges arerhing up
with solutions as well. That work is also underway.

You had mentioned the solid-waste program. Agdiat is
a great program. It's working very well in manytbé commu-
nities as it's rolled out. | am hearing concernsutthe ongo-
ing costs of that — not just the capital cost, the& cost to
maintain the program over the coming years. Theralso a
need for personnel to run and manage the landfithe solid-
waste sites and that personnel can be developedrainéd
around that.

As we move into the 21st century in the way thathaa-
dle our waste, it's critical that the people doiichave the
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training and the expertise to make sure the jokei done and
in a manner that doesn’t create problems downitiee |

The final part on solid waste that has been brotghte is
liability issues and that's something that needsdaegotiated
between Community Services, Government of Yukow, idue
various village councils or those who are takingroresponsi-
bility for the landfill sites.

There is increasing industrialization in the Yuleamd with
the industrialization comes increasing dangersn8por later
we will be looking at a major accident. The tranmsaiion of
dangerous goods up and down our highways is groairan
astronomical rate. As mines come on stream, thensmt of
toxic substances like cyanide and various othestsuges that
are used in the mining industry are coming up amardour
highways. They're driving through Watson Lake, Tresl
Whitehorse, Dawson City, Mayo, Stewart, Burwastgd®urn,
Carmacks and Pelly Crossing.

The chances of — actually, | should say it's ndt {ve
have an accident; it's “when” we have an accidamgl it's
critical that we are prepared for that.

| would ask the minister this: Do we have a strigtgdan
in place for handling an emergency that would ideluhe
training of people in each of our local areas; thatld include
timelines for that training; that would have a &gy for ongo-
ing training; that would have a plan that wouldlinz the
types and amount of hazardous material that's pgdbirough
the communities and the effect of increased traffiguess I'm
just looking for a strategy from the minister orathMadam
Chair.

Hon. Ms. Taylor: Madam Chair, | would like to thank
the Member for Mayo-Tatchun for his comments. lergty
had the opportunity to visit the Village of Mayodahad a great
opportunity to sit down with the mayor and courasidd to meet
with some of our major stakeholders as well.

I, too, would like to commend the good work of oer
spective officials working in collaboration witheHocal com-
munity in response to the Mayo River flooding. dhthe op-
portunity to see first-hand some of the shiftshia flow of ice
and some of the work that has been done in theyeastand a
half on this very front. Again, when it comes tenats such as
this, the Emergency Measures Organization playerg im-
portant role, working in collaboration with the essary agen-
cies and departments in planning and respondiegéats such
as this, which can, at times, overwhelm local capaghat is
why | think that by working together with the comnity and
the resources in the community, working with matheo enti-
ties — Yukon Energy Corporation, the Village of Magnd
our own team in the area — we have been able [ iméhi-
mize both the threat of and the impact of floodamythe local
residents and their properties.

Again, I'm appreciative of the remarks coming fordia
from the member opposite, and | know too that theasme
sentiments have been reflected by the mayor andciidisom
the Village of Mayo. We've had a number of discassi over
the last number of months regarding this particidaue and
some of the ways that we can help further mitigatg further

threat to individuals’ properties and homes and;afrse, their
families.

So, again, | would also like to congratulate thdade of
Mayo on many different improvements. It's a veryque area
and | very much enjoy having the ability to visitalyb. Each
year, they have their arts fest along the rivetfrétncontinues
to grow with local artists and cultural performef$iey do a
great job with the beautification of the riverfromhaking it
more attractive for families to go to the commuratd to raise
their families. | think they're doing a great jdRecently, when
| was there, as well, | was able to see, first-hameir recycling
facilities and | congratulated them for taking thad and mak-
ing that a priority within their municipality.

| think that it's a tremendous venue. Having thiagre
front and centre entices and encourages individigalsartici-
pate in recycling, composting and reducing wastrail/ | just
hold high regard for the Village of Mayo and likessiall our
communities. They've done some very collaborativerkw |
just very much appreciate their feedback any tineecan sit
down and have discussions about some of their aggohal-
lenges.

When it comes to addressing some of these challerige
go back to “Our Towns, Our Future” — the comprelnns
review that was launched about a year ago. Onbafet chal-
lenges — there were some 18 different items ormeates, call
it what you will, talking about some of the chaligs facing
long-term sustainability of our communities.

Solid waste and the way we deliver services or iog is
a case in point. It's something on which we corgitio work
with Yukon communities to garner a much greatereusidnd-
ing and appreciation about the options to addrieeset chal-
lenges in reducing waste and addressing wasteesethand-
fills. We know that the issue of liability and cantination
within each of our landfills is an issue of concésnall of us.
We remain very much committed to working with thasen-
munities in creating that framework for lookingveys on how
we can come up with common solutions that giveagety to
both of our respective governments. So it's a worgrogress
and we appreciate the concerns on behalf of muadigpv-
ernments.

As | go back to solid waste, thukon Solid Waste Action
Planthat we were able to develop a number of years-agoe
have taken great steps in being able to addressrder of
items when it comes to solid waste and modernipitngman-
agement system and how that works in each of oomuoani-
ties — incorporated and unincorporated, by the wapring-
ing it in line with current environmental practicasd sustain-
ability objectives.

This sets the stage for how we work with our padrte
implement key improvements — working with our conmiu
ties, our municipalities, industry, stakeholdersard explore
innovative, long-term approaches to improving réiog; di-
version, reduction handling and all of that. | ththat we have
gone a long way in terms of forming those Yukon-evigart-
nerships with our municipal governments and ouncmipo-
rated communities.
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On the Southern Lakes route, there have been disgnt
number of improvements with the development of giamal
approach to transfer stations, and how that hgsebleteduce
our waste by over 80 percent. We are making greatafi our
funding mechanisms through the gas tax fund anddiBgi
Canada fund. They have helped us support numemlics s
waste management initiatives across the territory.

Improving solid waste — how we administer it in tieeri-
tory was one of those five pillars that was ideatif under
Building Canada. | think it has been working verglwin ad-
dition to that, as | mentioned earlier, there ipragimately $4
million available in this year’s budget for furthemprovements
to how we administer waste, most of which is thfowgpital
improvements and enhancements, as well as operatidn
maintenance.

| think the member opposite made reference to cgimgpl
with those permits that the Department of Environtremin-
isters, in terms of administering solid waste, assisting those
communities with compliance. So, again, we contitugork
with the Department of Environment. We continuework
within our own shop, of course, and the communitiesad-
dressing the groundwater monitoring stations. Agéinking
at monitoring those wells, in addition to the itistton — but
also picking up household hazardous waste managdeameti
of our facilities. The Department of Environmentedca great
job in assisting in the pick-up of waste oil, foaenple.

I know there was a question from the Member forrklo
dike beforehand. There is a program available tidustry to
be able to contact the Department of Environmemd, that is
in addition to the program that is also in placatthas an an-
nual or an ongoing basis of collection of that waat well
throughout the community landfills.

There is a significant amount of work underway.olic
go on at great length about tiekon Solid Waste Action Plan
and | could, but maybe I'll just save my commerds 4 little
bit later on.

When it comes to attracting individuals to our exdjve
communities, | always say how some nine or 10 yagosthat
wasn’t necessarily the case. In fact, we had aflindividuals
leaving the territory because the employment opmities
were not there in the territory. That has changeguificantly in
recent years, so that is why we continue to makesiments in
our budget for land development purposes. Incluifedhis
year's budget is $35 million for land developmesvome of
which is going toward ongoing planning of land depenents
within the Mayo region and, of course, building opthose
economic opportunities to help attract familiesgmo to the
communities and make those communities a viableepta
live, and | think they're doing a great job at that

With regard to transportation of hazardous wasteould
refer those particular questions to, perhaps, tiveskér of En-
vironment as that responsibility would lie withimat purview.
I'm sure the Minister of Environment is looking Yeard to the
debate that will ensue on this particular subject many oth-
ers, which | could go on about at great length wiheomes to
protecting our environment and sustaining our whyife as
we know it today.

| just want to thank the member opposite for hiswewnts
and | look forward to additional questions.

Mr. Tredger: | was under the impression that Protec-
tive Services was under Community Services andGloatmu-
nity Services was responsible for the training antkrgency
measures. | will refer my questions to the Envirentmminister
next time he is up here.

I did have a particular question on licensing anspec-
tions. | assume that that is part of Community Bes: A
number of people in the communities have talkedutitioe
difficulty of getting inspectors to come to the cmmmities to
inspect the premises when they're building. This hacome
particularly critical given the publicity aroundl-diurning fur-
naces and the number of woodstoves that peoplenmmuni-
ties are using. | would ask the minister this: Hoany person-
nel are involved for rural communities in buildifgspections,
electrical inspections, plumbing inspections, hboitespections
and oil burner/woodstove inspections?

Hon. Ms. Taylor: | believe I've already outlined
some of the information pertaining to our own goweent
inspectors.

Within our own safety branch, we regulate constoancof
buildings, installation of electrical, gas, wood, leeating sys-
tems, installation and operation of elevator lifisgessure ves-
sels and so forth. As | mentioned, we do have a tuft eight
inspectors who cover the territory and work witk tiespective
agencies. That includes the City of Whitehorse,cwHias its
own inspectors who oversee tiBrilding Standards Acts
well. | think, as | mentioned before, unlike anyh@t commu-
nity in the territory, the City of Whitehorse hasdn down
that authority. We in the Yukon government admaishspec-
tions for the rest of the territory outside of thoswunicipal
boundaries. We have inspectors who cover buildibgders,
gas and electrical inspections — all of whom doreag job.
They work hard, and they not only assist indudinyt, they also
help educate the public on expectations and whatctde is
and the act itself, ensuring that all of our systeare built to
national standards. We very much applaud their work

Mr. Tredger: They certainly do a good job and they
have a big job to do. Just for clarification, yaidsthere were
eight inspectors. How many of those eight are assigsolely
to the rural areas and how many would be doingdingl as
opposed to electrical, plumbing and oil-fired busmand boil-
ers?

Hon. Ms. Taylor: There are no geographic assign-
ments, so to speak. They are more or less fundtiassign-
ments, as | tried to explain before for the memio@osite.

We have a number of inspectors housed within our un
Some are designated, as | mentioned earlier, éotretal — as
we talked about pressure vessels — building andh.slis
more or less based on function versus geograpHhicalnot
sure if that's what the member opposite is looKiorg

Mr. Tredger: Let’'s leave the geographical out. How
many electrical inspectors are there? How many piogin-
spectors are there? How many boiler inspectorshare in the
Yukon?
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Hon. Ms. Taylor:
cause that's what we are here today to talk aboubeused

within the 2012-13 O&M budget, we have approximatel

$1.395 million, which consists of salaries and ligndor our
manager of building safety in this regard. We ha@eositions
in the electrical, mechanical, building, plumbirgfety areas.
We certainly have a number of positions. We hawenping
inspectors — five in particular. In addition, asnentioned,
City of Whitehorse also oversees that respectivisdiction
when it comes to inspections in their region. Agdtins a re-
sponsibility that the city took on a number of yeaack. I'm
not sure when it was, but they do have jurisdictimer that.
So, we do oversee the rest of the territory.

Again, when it comes to inspections, as | mentiohed
fore, our inspectors do a great job. They work hamd they
administer responsibilities for many different ftinos. They
are responsible for all the territory but, of cayrthat does not
include the City of Whitehorse. | was just lookiagthe statis-
tics for last fiscal year. There were some 5,206 phspections
for building, plumbing, development, electrical sgaoiler and
pressure vessels. A number of permits were issuedver
2,800 to be exact. Of course, many other infornmateguests
were completed as well. When it comes to inspestiare have
had a lot of discussion with respect to oil burréqgpliances, of
course, and whether that is residential or whetteris on the
commercial end of it. Rest assured, | do very majgpreciate
the work that each of our staff does within ourt daienforce
all the standards that we have in place, in coliatian with
reviewing development permits and maintaining boddin-
formation repository.

We issue, as you can imagine, permits and licengés.
perform inspections according to tBeilding Standards Act

and Electrical Protection ActThere are a number of different

Just getting back to the budget, be-

Some Hon. Members: Agreed.
Speaker: | declare the report carried.
Hon. Mr. Cathers: I move that the House do now ad-
journ.

Speaker: It has been moved by the Government House
Leader that the House do now adjourn.

Motion agreed to

Speaker:
tomorrow.

This House stands adjourned until 1:00 p.m.

The House adjourned at 5:26 p.m.

statutes.

Madam Chair, seeing the time, | move that we repuoot
gress.

Chair: It has been moved by Ms. Taylor that we report

progress on Bill No. Grirst Appropriation Act, 2012-13
Motion agreed to

Hon. Mr. Cathers:
resume the Chair.
Chair:
Speaker do now resume the Chair.
Motion agreed to

Speaker resumes the Chair

Speaker: | will now call the House to order.
May the House have a report from the Chair of Cottemi
of the Whole?

Chair’s report
Ms. McLeod:
ered Bill No. 6, entitledrirst Appropriation Act, 2012-13nd
directed me to report progress.
Speaker:
Committee of the Whole. Are you agreed?

I move that the Speaker do now

Committee of the Whole has consid-

It has been moved by Mr. Cathers that the

You have heard the report from the Chair of



