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Yukon Legislative Assembly can look back to see how far they have come. Iraffge con-
Whitehorse, Yukon gratulations to the school and its students, pasipaesent.
Wednesday, April 4, 2012 — 1:00 p.m. Congratulations to your partners, the Dawson CitysA

Society, Yukon College and Tr'ondék Hwéch'in foethcon-
Speaker: I will now call the House to order. We will tributions and vision. We wish you continued suscesyour

proceed at this time with prayers. future endeavours.
Applause

Prayers

Speaker:  Introduction of visitors.

DAILY ROUTINE Are there any returns or documents for tabling?

Speaker:  We will proceed at this time with the Order
Paper. TABLING RETURNS AND DOCUMENTS

Tributes. Ms. Hanson: Inspired by recent commentary in this
Legislative Assembly, | have for tabling two docurte One is

TRIBUTES a brief, illustrated lexicon, dated 1975, depictsexist applica-
In recognition of Yukon School of Visual Arts tion of common English words, and the second isxrerpt

Mr. Silver: Today | rise on behalf of the Legislative from The Government of Yukon Style Guide, issued by the Ex-
Assembly to pay tribute to the Yukon School of \&kArts on Eg‘rjgve Council Office, dated April 2012. | haveeth both

its fifth anniversary. SOVA is an accredited posta@ndary
institution specializing in the instruction, prorust and ad-

vancement of contemporary visual arts practices feomulti- Speaker:  Are there any other returns or documents for

plicity of cultural perspectives. tabling? _
SOVA offers a foundation year visual arts progratvich Are there any reports of committees?

is the first year of study in a bachelor of finésalegree. The Are there any petitions?

foundation year program is accredited through Yukafiege Are there any bills to be introduced?

and is transferable to a number of Canada’s topciwols and Are there any notices of motion?

universities. SOVA attracts students from Dawsampss the NOTICES OF MOTION
territory and across the country. Each year, advergeeking
individuals make the trek to our northern commuidtgxperi-
ence a profound cultural educational journey. Theents will
increase their skills and knowledge as artists badome a
colourful addition to the community. They will coittute to
the arts, culture, social and economic well-beifigdawson
City.

SOVA is a unique partnership between the Dawsog Cit
Arts Society, Yukon College and Tr'ondék Hwéch’imsE Na-
tion, with each founding organization having eqguegdresenta-
tion on the governing council, offering their visiand partici-
pation in the school’'s mission. That mission isd@liver a
unique, integrated and culturally-inclusive visagb program.

Art school is a unique education. It may prepastuaent
for a job, but more often it gives the student tiveaand ana-
Iytical skills that equip them to be successfuliinatever path
they take. It trains people to be resourceful, tobfem solve

and to bring the beauty and curiosity of art areldppreciation THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon te ad

of art into whatever worlds they encounter. . . .
Many of the students who have graduated from SOVA[qere to the 1998lational Accord for the Protection of Species

. at Risk, to which Yukon is a signatory, and introduce ctenp
have gone on to enroll in top art schools acrossa@Ga. Some — . .
. . . . . mentary legislation to provide for effective prdten of spe-
have launched directly into their professional eseas artists cies at risk in the Yukon that will
and some bring their creative skills and resoulioés other L .
. (1) address all non-domestic species;
professions. We are also fortunate to have sonuests stay . . .
: . - (2) provide an independent process for assessingt#ius
in Dawson and become part of our community and ¢fineér of species at risk-
time and talent to Dawson’s art community. P T .
2 . (3) legally designate species as threatened omgeded;
It took many years of hard work, dedication and\ison R ) .
. . (4) provide immediate legal protection for threateror
of many people to develop this program and to s#edugh to

. g . endangered species;
fruition. Today, as they celebrate their fifth arersary, they (5)gprovid2 protection for the habitat of threara en-

dangered species;

Mr. Tredger: I give notice of the following motion:

THAT this House urges the Minister of Educationdie
veloping the department’s rural strategy, to ensaé

(1) the strategy is clearly articulated to all stadélders;

(2) its objective is to improve outcomes for rusalidents
in graduation rates and academic preparedness;

(3) the curriculum truly reflects First Nation largges,
aboriginal learning styles and experiential methods

(4) specific goals are set and evaluated for imingp\at-
tendance;

(5) it is developed in partnership at a commuretyel with
local staff, students, parents and the whole conityjusmd

(6) it has clear targets, timelines, evaluationhods and
measurable outcomes.

Ms. White: | rise to give notice of the following mo-
tion:
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(6) provide for the development of recovery plarthin
one year for endangered species and two yeardifeatened
species that address the identified threats tspeeies and its
habitat;

(7) ensure multi-jurisdictional cooperation for theotec-
tion of species that cross borders through theldpugent and
implementation of recovery plans;

(8) consider the needs of species at risk as pgagha-
ronmental assessment processes;

(9) implement recovery plans in a timely fashion;

(10) monitor, assess and report regularly on theustof
all wild species;

(11) emphasize preventive measures to keep spioias
becoming at risk;

(12) improve awareness of the needs of speciaskat r

(13) encourage citizens to participate in cons@waand
protection actions; and

(14) provide for effective enforcement.

Speaker: Is there a statement by a minister?
This brings us to Question Period.

QUESTION PERIOD
Question re: Oil-fired appliance safety

Ms. Hanson: Yesterday, the minister charged with
responsibility for oil-burning appliances repeajetdferred to
“a made-in-Yukon solution” to address the many feots
detailed between 2007-10 in five reports for thekdfu Hous-
ing Corporation by Mr. Rod Corea. | would ask thimister if
she could elaborate on what is meant by “a madéukon
solution.”

Hon. Ms. Taylor: First off, | would just like to reiter-
ate our government’s commitment toward the enhasedety
when it comes to the installation and maintenarfceildired
appliances, as well as tanks, which were also &socwith
those respective reports. That is in fact why theister re-
sponsible for Yukon Housing Corporation and | haasked
our officials to establish a working group compds® respec-
tive government agencies, First Nations, commureéfyresen-
tatives including the City of Whitehorse and marigens, to
come up with a made-in-Yukon solution. It certaiajyplies to
all communities and is certainly relevant, buildiag the in-
formation that was outlined in those respectiveortp and
looking at the previous work that was conductedhsy Gov-
ernment of Yukon, including new regulations as vealltrain-
ing and public education.

Ms. Hanson: Well, | am curious where national stan-
dards fit in the minister's made-in-Yukon solutiokfter all,
we are part of Canada and we have a National Bugjldlode
that is constantly updated to reflect best prastiaed knowl-
edge of public safety. When it comes to the nationde, it is
B139 that lays out the standard by which oil-bugnfarnaces
must be installed: B139 is the national code. Myreé@’s 2010
inspection report found 529 infractions of the cddel02
homes.

He wrote that 75 percent were considered to bafgignt
concerns that either posed an imminent hazard widdze rea-

sonably expected to develop into a problem in thwiré.

Where on the minister's path to discover a mad&tiken

solution is the discussion of compliance and erdiorent of the
national standard?

Hon. Ms. Taylor: Of course that goes without saying
when it comes to complying with all of our lawsguéations,
policies and standards that we have in place. iBhatfact why
we have a Building Safety branch housed within Brepart-
ment of Community Services to adhere to and cdytainder-
take all those regulatory obligations as outlinedhie National
Building Code and in others, to be sure.

When it comes to our government’s commitment, laavie
said on a humber of occasions — and the ministgramrsible
for Yukon Housing Corporation as well — is that whi
comes down to the improvement of heating systemshén
Yukon, it involves a very complex interaction of myaagen-
cies, homeowners and industry.

It will require taking a look at the formal educatipro-
grams and specialized technical training that weeha place,
public awareness, inspection services, regulatcegsures —
all that we have in place — and also taking a lab&ll that we
have done to enhance public safety over previoassyas well.
We remain very committed to doing that work, inlabbration
with industry and government across the Yukon.

Ms. Hanson: Yesterday the minister also said “that
the action plan that comes out of the working grailpin fact
reflect the realities of rural Yukon as we see theday.” She
went on to say, “There are significant differenéesn com-
munity to community” — and we’ve heard this agaddy —
“and we have to respect those differences.” We eagrow-
ever, “respecting our differences,” “made-in-thekén solu-
tions” — these begin to sound like buzzwords desigto de-
lay and deflect.

There are no significant differences to how peogie
from carbon monoxide poisoning. It kills the sameaayw
whether you live in a condo in downtown Torontoilorthe
bush in a cabin on Laberge. How does the ministend to
deal with this massive problem — this national tieg —
outlined in Mr. Corea’s report, while respecting significant
differences?

Hon. Ms. Taylor: | just want to point out again for
the members opposite that when it comes to the pumibac-
tions that have been taken — and there have beemaer of
steps taken by the Government of Yukon — sincegheports
were published and were made available, and thatudes
training initiatives for our oil burner mechanids;includes
public education on fire and safety prevention,alihincludes
carbon monoxide safety.

It also includes implementation of new regulaticghat
were brought into effect in 2010 under B lding Sandards
Act, which requires permits and inspections for allmestalla-
tions, as well as modifications, to oil-burning teyas.

As the Premier and others have already articulassdes
pertaining to this and others will also be taketo iaccount
when it comes to the review of th@ndlord and Tenant Act.
Likewise, we also recognize that there is more worke done
and that’s why, in fact, we have tasked a workimgug to
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come up with a made-in-Yukon solution to enhanceagain,
when it comes to installation and modification afséing, as
well as new oil-burner systems, including the adstiation of
tanks in the territory.

Question re:  Education, rural and First Nation

Mr. Tredger: The Minister of Education is faced
with several increasingly critical issues in rumducation.
There have been many reports on the challengesraf and
First Nation educationTogether Today for Our Children To-
morrow, the Kwiya report, the Sharpe report on rural educ
tion, the Education Act review, the education reform project,
and others. Now we have heard that the ministdrbeilbring-
ing us yet another report with more recommendatidhss
called the rural action plan.

Last year’s summit was held in Whitehorse wheralrig-
sues were again discussed. Now the departmenttieiproc-
ess of setting up yet another advisory committe#. thé min-
ister share with us what the objective of this psscis — an-
other report or action in rural schools where ittera?

Hon. Mr. Kent: Well, Mr. Speaker, | think all mem-
bers of this House recognize that the gap betwrgtest suc-
cess that's occurring in Whitehorse versus theestuduccess
that's occurring outside of Whitehorse is too largdendance
figures suggest that rural schools have the warsbuat of
student attendance — the bottom six in the figtines | talked
about last week said as much. The objective ofuha action
plan and the discussions that took place followtimg Educa-
tion summit last year are to improve those numbg&hat's
what we want to do — we want to ensure that weecthat gap
or, indeed, eliminate that gap in a reasonable frarae so that
students who are getting their education outsidé/bitehorse
can expect the exact same success as those whgettirg
their education in Whitehorse.

Mr. Tredger: It's all very fine to have meetings and
gather data and continue our ad hoc approach; neknw
many rural students aren’t even going to schoobhamrgular
basis. They are walking out in increasing numberd they
aren’'t graduating. Recent performance data of Yukdmools
indicates that the academic achievement of ruralesits con-
tinues to be unacceptable. The performance gapeeetwirst
Nation students and non-First Nation students @svgrg. The
adult literacy rate in rural Yukon is unacceptatéhat do we
tell teachers and parents and children in rurabsishtoday?

What is the minister doing right now to respondrucal
education issues while we wait for this latest@cplan?

Hon. Mr. Kent: The Department of Education and |
as the minister responsible are both committechtmueng that
rural students grow, learn and achieve as muclheis tirban
counterparts, as | mentioned before. We're obvioaslare
that national and territorial data demonstrates #ignificant
achievement gap between rural and urban studehésYtkon
achievement test scores are lower in rural Yukam ttney are
in Whitehorse and it's something that we need tokvem.

that we discussed at length on the floor of thisusto last
Wednesday in unanimously supporting the MemberKion-
dike’s motion.

There are HR practices to support rural schoolst Na-
tion language and culture, community partnershipd pro-
gramming. We need to address this gap, and trednsething
that | am committed to and | know the departmebimmitted
to. We will put those plans in place and we will ark on
addressing the challenges and increasing the anobwtiadent
success in rural Yukon.

Mr. Tredger: In the five-year strategic plan from the
department, goal 1 says “that everyone who entelisat in
Yukon will have the opportunity to successfully qaete their
education with dignity and purpose, well prepameanter the
next phase in their lives.” Students, parents,|lteachers and
communities wait anxiously for the delivery of tipgomise.

The minister is meeting that goal by creating yebdther
advisory committee meeting in Whitehorse to devejepan-
other plan and yet another report. We need a malalsuout-
come. When will we see results that meet the prerhiat we
have made to our children?

Hon. Mr. Kent: Again, | think in order to meet that
promise and to build on what we need to do in rMrgton, we
need to address through the working groups thesefillars
that were identified at last year's education sutnmi

I know that, from a departmental point of view, thi-
dent/teacher ratio — students to adults — in mosdl com-
munities is about 50 percent of what it is in Whigse. So, on
average, | would say, again, the rural commundiesat about
50 percent less than Whitehorse. In Whitehorseetlage ap-
proximately 10 students to an adult. In rural Yukils about
half of that. It varies from community to communischool to
school obviously, but that's a real tangible thitlhgat we're
addressing through the staffing allocation form{lhat is one
of the challenges in rural Yukon. It's somethingtththink we
need to deliver on, obviously, and we need to faousome of
the curriculum — the First Nation programming thveg're
offering in rural Yukon — to ensure that we are timgpthat
goal that the member opposite outlined, which ialtow stu-
dents to be successful and to reach their poteatiaé they
leave the Yukon public school and, indeed, postiseary
school.

Question re:  Dawson City daycare

Mr. Silver: I'd like to bring forward an issue that af-
fects parents in my community of Dawson City, bebaaffects
parents in a similar situation in Watson Lake —igsue par-
ents throughout the territory do their best to dyaind that is
inadequate and uncertain childcare.

The Dawson City daycare is run by a community bazrd
directors. They spend much of their time tryinditml funding
to keep their doors open. They can apply to furetiic pro-
grams, but not core funding. As a result, the deeasorks
with limited funding and they never know how mudbley will

As the member opposite mentioned, there was a rurar will not have for the care of the community’sidren. How

strategy discussion at last year's education summftve pil-
lars or working groups for the rural action plargqiprocess
we’re identified. One is trades and apprenticestspsnething

does the minister plan to address the financiaktramts and
the financial uncertainty that defines operationtha Dawson
City daycare?
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Hon. Mr. Graham: This government considers child-
care facilities — and quality childcare facilitiespecially — as
very important. Over the last four years, we hawue gpproxi-
mately $4 million extra into childcare to addresages, train-
ing, subsidies and those types of things. As faklkas 2007-
08, | believe it was, the unit funding for childeacentres was
introduced. This model combined a number of isssash as
hot meals, number of children in a daycare andrsaroorder
to provide unit funding to each daycare so thatauldn’'t be
dependent only on the number of spaces.

I have not been advised by the Dawson daycarethiest
are in financial difficulty; we would be willing took at solu-
tions to this problem as soon as it is brought oy

Mr. Silver:
it stands right now, Mr. Speaker, the daycare chafford to
retain quality staff. The pay grade is too low timpete with
the Trondék Hwéch’in daycare, which has the resesito pay
better resources and benefits. The Dawson daydseetats
actually hold fundraisers every year to make up diféerence,
just to boost the pay grade up a couple of dolfs hour.
They have a fundraising Christmas Bazaar schedualethis
September for that exact reason. We would argue ttie
board’s attention and expertise should be appledating for
and educating our children, not to putting on faisling events
just to keep the doors open.

Does the minister expect the daycare to keep odréist
ing to meet these basic needs or does he beliatettibre
could be a better solution?

Hon. Mr. Graham: | am aware that there are a num-

ber of issues such as these facing daycares atmserritory.
It was one of the reasons that the direct operagiragnt for
wages and wage subsidies was introduced some ggarsin
fact, there was an overall increase of approxingatél percent
in the years 2007-08 to the wage component.

Again, Mr. Speaker, | have not had any direct comica+
tion with the Dawson City daycare, so | can’'t addréhat one
directly, but the government has made great stedsriding
daycares in order to keep these people in the myddaycare
wages now are much higher than they were five yagosand
we're willing to look at solutions if the problers brought to
our attention.

Mr. Silver: With the minister’s indulgence, | will pass
on Stephanie Davidson’s contact information so che talk
directly to the minister.

| appreciate the minister's comments. As

Hon. Mr. Graham: Once again, $40,000 was in the
past year's budget for training for early childhabel/elopment
courses. I'll speak with my friend here, the Mieisbf Educa-
tion, to see if we can continue to put these causeline so
that, perhaps, they're a little easier to take. Bahould also
tell you, Mr. Speaker, that we’re speaking with tiekon
Child Care Board about some of the new initiatibegg pro-
posed, and those are things like a childcare rietefitonus, a
benefits package and a mentoring program. All oséhthings
are currently being discussed with the Yukon Chidre
Board, and hopefully we’ll see some progress is¢hareas, as
well, in the upcoming year.

Questionre:  Whitehorse Public Library meeting spa ce

Mr. Barr: The meeting rooms at the Yukon Public
Library are free to use, and, as such, are a veppitant space
that NGOs rely on to do their good work in our coumity.
The government has acknowledged its support of giteat
work of staff and volunteers who make up our vit&O sec-
tor. Can the Minister of Community Services let cemed
volunteers and community groups know when the mageti
rooms at the library will be available for use aimdthe mean-
time, can the minister commit to providing an aitgive free
space for community groups to use as public meaiiage?

Hon. Ms. Taylor: I'd like to thank the member oppo-
site for raising this question. An individual alsaised this
guestion with me one day ago and | have committegetting
back to that individual. | have raised this mattéth the De-
partment of Community Services. | have not receieede-
sponse as of yet, but | certainly will share tregponse with
the member opposite.

Mr. Barr: The library is a central hub in our commu-
nity. It is happily used by kids, students and ed&rowing
inequality in our society means that not all pedpdee access
to the resources the library holds in trust forrgledy. Sen-
iors, elders and folks who have trouble with mapihave told
us that the distance between the bus stop andbtfzey is too
far for them to walk.

Will the Yukon government work with the city to neakhe
library more accessible to people, perhaps by liptle bus
stop a little closer to the library?

Hon. Ms. Taylor: Mr. Speaker, | would like to point
out that the development of the relocation of thaitéhorse
Public Library is indeed a great collaboration bextw Kwanlin

One way the government could help the community oPun First Nation and the Yukon government. | thihkhas

Dawson City access higher quality, reliable dayaarehild-
care would be by helping the daycare staff upgraide en-
hance their skills. Professional development opputies are
limited in Dawson City. Although staff may compldtaining
each year, they can’t do it at home. Instead, thagt travel at
their own expense and on their own time to WhiteboiThe
course fees are covered and we appreciate thastéffitmust
still make significant personal investments of tiarved money
to keep their skills up to date. Will the ministamsider facili-
tating training opportunities within Dawson City that travel
isn’t needed or, if that isn't possible, find somay to fund
some of the out-of-pocket expenses for training/imtehorse?

been a great partnership that has been a modeicoéss that
can be used and will be used for other initiativiesluding the
Champagne and Aishihik cultural centre soon todugsid in a
brand new visitor information centre.

As an anchor tenant within the Kwanlin Dun FirsttiNa
facility, we will certainly continue to work withhe public to
ensure that there is continued access to publdcesrsuch as
our libraries and to improve where we need to.

Mr. Barr: Other constituents have told us that they
are concerned that the library now closes earlierFaday
nights, as this takes away a very important alcoaot drug-
free gathering place for folks who naturally se@sitive and



April 4, 2012

HANSARD

595

inexpensive activities on the weekend. Can the gowent
explain why the library now closes earlier on Fyiaéghts?
Hon. Ms. Taylor: Well, again, Mr. Speaker, this was

really an administrative matter that was raisedth®y depart-
ment in working in collaboration with the Whiteher®ublic
Library Advisory Board. It was something | know thhe li-
brary has been looking at for a number of yeaksidw that,
for example, they extended the hours on Sunday imgsnn
order to enable families to have better accesseolibrary.
Again, both the staff and the Whitehorse Publicraily board
are very supportive of the updated hours. We knoat the
new Sunday morning hours are also very popular faithilies.

Question re:  Kinship care
Ms. Stick: Positive ties with family members are a

greater force for good than any other element @hild’s life.
Knowing this, dozens of grandparents and extendedily
members throughout the Yukon are caring for childvweho
would otherwise be in foster care. It has been j@ars since
this government received a report researchingstisation of
kinship care in the Yukon calléda Doonea Chi: Kinship Care

ral Yukon and cannot take part in those supportsiged in
Whitehorse.

Because there are no clear regulations that aessitde to
the public, could the minister commit to a campaifrpublic
education, including advertising and community vebrdps to
ensure that the public is fully conversant withvegss they
may be eligible for under thehild and Family Services Act?

Hon. Mr. Graham: There are a number of methods
already where the department is getting the messagewe
have pamphlets available. We make sure that, irofatbur
health centres and with our social workers, wetlgetmessage
out as well as we possibly can. | would definitehgugh, take
the advice into consideration in any future adgerg cam-
paigns that we carry out.

Question re:  Aboriginal language protection

Mr. Tredger: Mr. Speaker, aboriginal language is so
much more than words; it is more than can be cagton a
page; it is a lived, oral tradition. Traditionaldwledge is em-
bedded in a people’s language of origin and inrte&rytel-
ling. The importance of native language has beeadly rec-

in the Yukon. This report contained 12 recommendations forognized in the territory for years. Yukon First Natlanguage

public policy. Since the report was published, augr of
grandparents has held meetings with the Ministédexdlth and
Social Services and department officials about onga@on-
cerns in conjunction with the report

Can the Minister of Health and Social Servicesuslhow
many of the recommendations have been acted upon?

Hon. Mr. Graham: It is very simple. No, | can't.

Ms. Stick: Thank you for the answer. The report
shows that many kinship caregivers do not want éoome
formal foster homes because that would requirecttfileren to
be in the care and custody of the government vattas work-
ers making important decisions. Caregivers poirttbat they
are saving the government millions of dollars istés-home
payments. One of the social policy recommendationshe
report given to the minister was to establish aigheategory
of alternative care for extended families. It wouwliow for
financial and social training and counselling suppsimilar to
those offered in foster homes. This has been dorher ju-
risdictions, with positive results.

Will the minister consider investigating a spedategory
of alternative care to give support to kinship garers who
care for children who would otherwise be the resyality of
the minister's department?

Hon. Mr. Graham: First of all, we should be very
clear that the member opposite is speaking abfutaer min-
ister. These meetings and discussions have nat {zlkee with
this minister. All | can say is that | am willing tonsider any-
thing. I've been working on a number of issues.sTibin’t one
of them at the present time. It will become oned &m due
course, I'll have an answer for her question.

Ms. Stick: | think | can help the minister a bit with
this. The newChild and Family Services Act allows for agree-
ments with kinship caregivers for financial andestlservices,
but the general public is unaware of the many stppavail-
able to them. Furthermore, many kinship caregiligesin ru-

programs are offered in 21 of 28 Yukon schools, detpite
this we have heard in some areas that native lg®ggtraining
occurs for as little as 20 minutes a day, threesim week.
Community members are saying that the languageinigi
is not working. First Nation children are not leagto speak
their language. How do First Nations determinedfive lan-
guage instruction is working? Who does the evahgatind
how is that information shared with the relevamstNations?
Hon. Mr. Kent: Rather than answer those three spe-
cific questions that the member opposite raised rd- lawill
commit to get back to him regarding those threeifipeques-
tions — but | can say that this government is defip com-
mitted to supporting Yukon First Nation languagegrams in
our schools. Certainly we understand the critit¢atesof First
Nation languages. Last week, we offered a triboit@tioriginal
Languages Day here on the floor of this Housenl @ao say
that currently there are almost 32 teacher postiovith two
positions not filled, but these positions suppb# teaching of
Yukon First Nation language programming in Yukomeals.
You can tell, Mr. Speaker, that the government hegle a
significant investment in First Nation languagectéag and
it's something that we’re very committed to cargyion.
Mr. Tredger: | thank the minister for his reply.
Different departments, governments, groups and Nas
tions are involved with native language training;luding the
Council of Yukon First Nations, with funding frorhe Yukon
government, working on a project entitled, “Walkimggether
to Revitalize and Recognize Yukon First Nation Laages”.
The Yukon Native Language Centre at the college, Bre-
partment of Education and aboriginal language sesviand
many individual First Nations — to get the bestuie$or stu-
dents, the efforts of these groups should be coated so that
their efforts build on one another and are mutuatihancing.
How is the Yukon government taking a leadershipe rivi
bringing together these various initiatives thadresha common
goal?
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Hon. Mr. Kent: Thank you, Mr. Speaker; | should
also add to my previous answer that there are spusitions
allocated to support the Yukon Native Language feeand
two positions seconded to the department for aulrio devel-
opment. As well, there are six First Nation langaiagacher
trainee positions, five of which have been staffed year.

Again, recently in Whitehorse there was a threedagt-
ing of First Nation language teachers. | think fadbthe ideas
and the coordination that the member opposite spabaut are
dealt with in conferences such as that. Althoughven't had a
report from the department on the outcome of tbaference, |
look forward to hearing from our department offisithat were
in attendance about how, moving forward, we catebe&bor-
dinate the training and address the issue of eigfdrst Na-
tion languages throughout the Yukon schools.

Mr. Tredger:
again for the answer. First Nation language conteatcorner-
stone of the government’s strategy to deal with es@tadents’
poor attendance records. The Minister of Educatiefierred
twice to, and | quote: “More First Nations culturahd lan-
guage content in the curriculum make school morammeful
for this target group.” Language training, morerttwher sub-
jects, needs to be culturally appropriate. How dbesgovern-
ment determine what is meaningful to local Firstidles, and
how is the minister responsible ensuring that eatanguage
training is meeting the needs of our local Firstibles?

Hon. Mr. Kent: As | mentioned earlier, this govern-
ment is certainly committed to First Nation langeagining in
Yukon schools, and indeed in a number of other namog that
are relevant, and curriculum development that eegdgrst
Nation students, such as the new CHAOS programighming
offered here in Whitehorse. There is an experiemgiarning
program that is being offered in Old Crow this pestiple of
years. Indeed, it was something that the personwdwwork-
ing on that program in Old Crow presented at aonaili con-
ference. The department has retained her serviges. has
since left the Yukon, but we've retained her sesid¢o help
develop a curriculum that can be shared from tHdt ©ow
experience in other Yukon communities.

So there are a number of initiatives that are umdgrthat
address First Nation student engagement, FirstoNadkten-
dance issues, First Nation language issues — thaithe sub-
stance of this question. So, as you can see, thartteent
wants to engage First Nations and increase thedlests’ suc-
cess.

Speaker:  The time for Question Period has elapsed.
We will now proceed to Orders of the Day.

ORDERS OF THE DAY
GOVERNMENT PRIVATE MEMBERS’ BUSINESS

MOTIONS OTHER THAN GOVERNMENT MOTIONS
Motion No. 24

Clerk:
McLeod.

Motion No. 24, standing in the name of Ms.

Thanks again, Mr. Speaker, and thanks

Speaker: Itis moved by the Member for Watson Lake

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon to-pr
vide new supports for people looking after sickdisabled
family members, including adults and seniors negdimtra
care and children with severe disabilities, by ngksteps in-
cluding:

(1) establishing a new caregiver tax credit for ifea® car-
ing for a relative with a disability, including ders and adults
and children with severe disabilities;

(2) providing additional funding for therapies aslwas
money for specialized equipment, ramps and liftagsist dis-
abled children through an expanded family suppfmtschil-
dren with disabilities program;

(3) helping seniors stay in their own homes longems-
sisting with minor home repairs and upgrades; and
(4) enhancing the home care program, including ipging
more help for respite care of children and depenhd#atives.

Ms. McLeod: I am very pleased to have had this op-
portunity to present Motion No. 24 and now to spgak. The
motion calls on government to increase supportspfople
looking after family members who are sick or digablinclud-
ing seniors and adults requiring extra care antbi@m with
severe disabilities. It raises four specific issuggax credit;
money and equipment for expanded family suppodhitdren
with disabilities program; repairs to homes of sesii and en-
hancements to home care and additional respitedpendent
relatives.

We are talking about examining opportunities for-im
proved coordination of existing services within abetween
government departments. This will include the pt&brfor
enhancement and expansion of existing services.

During the election, this government committed rieating
a caregiver tax credit for families caring for anfly member
with a disability. We remain committed to suppagtifamilies
caring for individuals with disabilities or who aite

We see this tax credit working in tandem with thdefral
government’s disability tax credit to support indivals and
families caring for children, adults or seniorsiwitevere dis-
abilities. These families face challenges beyordehfaced by
normal families, and they face additional costshay strive to
support their family members. There may be additionedical
expenses that are not covered under one of théinexisro-
grams, or there could be transportation costs &ggsdcwith
moving their family member about, or changes toghgsical
environment at home are required and, of courseymaore
things. For most people, these costs are just agsum

The motion calls for additional funding for therapj as
well as money for specialized equipment, ramps léisl to
assist children with disabilities through an expathdamily
supports to children with disabilities program. &ddy this
program accepts applications for a wide range ofices to
Yukon families to care for their children with asdbility, up to
the age of 19 years.

We support early intervention to increase a chilidfé&dong
learning potential and promote coordinated accessupports
and interventions. We support research-based tiesrappe-
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cialized recreational therapies and camps, homenszkgices
for families, and in-home childcare respite andusion sup-
ports.

The motion calls for funds to expand this prograswell
as adding funds to existing services. Health arclagb&ervices
already supports individuals through our servicespérsons
with disabilities unit; our home care unit; famiypports for
children with disabilities; our chronic disease gmam and our
pharmacare and extended care programs; and corgirmare
programs, such as Meals on Wheels, the adult dayrgm and
respite care.

We provide funding to the Child Development Ceritre
support the work it does throughout Yukon with dhéin with
disabilities and, indeed, to those without. In &iddi it calls for
assistance for seniors to remain in their homegdoby assist-
ing with minor home repairs and upgrades. Thermtsh work
to be done, and we welcome it, and | encouragmathbers of
the House to rise in support of this motion.

Ms. Stick:
the way for this motion. The Official Opposition ia general,
in support of this motion. We thank the member féatson
Lake for bringing it forward, and we will be propog a few
and friendly amendments that we feel will correming of the
language to better reflect contemporary thinkinghatopic of
care for people with disabilities. | will be thelpispeaker from
the Official Opposition. We hope that we can pdss motion
— as amended — and get on to the tourism motiod,then
back to debate of the budget.

Before | introduce the amendments, | would likertake a
few points. This motion speaks to some of the doest asked
earlier about kinship care. It is about family memrtbtaking
care of their children, their adult children, thgmandchildren,
or adult parents. An important point, | think, &t under sec-
tion 48 of our Standing Orders, we have the provisito allow
for withesses to appear before a committee of thgidlative
Assembly. | would like to suggest that over therseuwof this,

the 33" Legislature, we explore how we broaden our Stapdin

Orders to allow for more opportunities for Yukonersappear.

| came to this point in thinking about Motion No4 Be-
fore us today because | believe that this debateldvibe im-
proved by having caregivers of people with diséibi here in
the House presenting their views.

This simple democratic measure would assist usd@sla-
tors to come up with solutions the public would erse. On
the subject of tax credits, I'd like to hear motmat this and
what is proposed as a caregiver tax credit. Whatldvbe the
amount? Will a Yukoner be able to claim the fedésal credit
and a Yukon tax credit? There are many questiors] eealize
that not all questions can be answered in the motiwt |
would look forward to hearing some answers.

Some provinces have introduced caregiver tax emiit
well, Manitoba being a good example. | would recandhthat
people look at their legislation and their programgnand see
if there are ways that we could do a similar thifigx credits
are important. The issues are intrinsically link&thny fami-
lies forsake income, turn down jobs or work feweuts be-

cause of their caregiving duties. | would suggéstt tas the
Yukon government does its work researching andidaé tax
credit, it look at other financial issues, such castribution
agreements, operating grants, inequality in cotgrbetween
foster homes, group homes and approved homes, @ndst
focus on a tax credit.

One of the issues talked about was providing playsic
equipment, ramps and lifts to assist disabled oildhrough
an expanded family supports for children with dibtids pro-
gram. Again, | think there are many questions tiestd to be
answered with regard to which therapies are beinigten-
plated, what are the current statistics and thekgbn avail-
able funding. Is there funding available for sonfi¢his? Help-
ing seniors stay in their homes longer — what dbesmean?
Are we talking about minor assistance or major séssce?
They are all important questions.

There are programs currently under the Yukon Hausin
Corporation. Are these redundant? | would also tikehear
answers on the home care needs and expansion. rekpite

I would like to thank my colleague across care — does that mean more full-time equivalents e we

talking about the communities?

Other ideas | have include day programming thatvisil-
able under respite for parents — a place for théidt children
to go during the day. There would also be day @agning for
seniors. The Official Opposition is in general sogtpof the
motion. I've put some questions on the record ampkehto get
some information back from the government.

As we move from likely passing the motion into ans by
government, the Official Opposition caucus willwatching to
ensure that measures reflect best practices wheanies to
persons with disabilities and their caregivers.tiis point, |
would like to propose an amendment to the motiamgchvwe
believe is a friendly amendment. The amendment avoul
change some words to better reflect contemporankitig and
language on this topic. It is wording that friengfsmine in
People First Society would certainly and loudly erse.

Amendment proposed

Ms. Stick: I move

THAT Motion No. 24 be amended by deleting the péras
“sick or disabled family members” between the worgdter”
and “including” and substituting for it the phrasamily
members who are sick or disabled”;

THAT Motion No. 24 be further amended by deletihg t
phrase “disabled children” between the words “#@5sasd
“through” in clause (2), and substituting for ietphrase “chil-
dren with disabilities”; and

THAT Motion No. 24 be further amended by deletihg t
phrase “more help for respite care of children degendent
relatives” after the word “providing” in clause (d4hd substi-
tuting for it the phrase “respite care for childneith disabili-
ties and adults who are dependent on family caeegitV

Speaker: Order please. It has been moved by the
Member for Riverdale South

THAT Motion No. 24 be amended by deleting the paras
“sick or disabled family members” between the wotdfer”
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and “including” and substituting for it the phrastamily
members who are sick or disabled”;

THAT Motion No. 24 be further amended by deletihg t
phrase “disabled children” between the words “#5simd
“through” in clause (2) and substituting for it tharase “chil-
dren with disabilities”; and

THAT Motion No. 24 be further amended by deletihg t
phrase “more help for respite care of children degendent
relatives” after the word “providing” in clause (4phd substi-
tuting for it the phrase “respite care for childmeith disabili-
ties and adults who are dependent on family caeegiV

Ms. Stick:
individuals or people might ask, “What does it reet | think
the wording in this matters a lot. There is an oigation in
town called People First Society of Yukon. Thisigrdas made
up of individuals — young adults and older adultswho have
disabilities and they are insistent that when lagkat our lan-
guage and when we talk about individuals, we meistember
that it is people first and then a disability orithimess or a dis-
ease — it's always people first and then the dpsari

| don’t think there is any more to say on that, eptcthat
it's something we need to remember in our writtesrkvand
when we speak of these individuals. They are alwssaple
first. Thank you.

Ms. McLeod: I will, of course, be supporting the
amendment to the motion. | thank the Member foreRiale
South for bringing this amendment forward and imprg the
wording of this motion, while still retaining itsiginal intent.
Thank you.

Mr. Silver:
presented by the Member for Watson Lake. We tharkfdr
bringing this issue forward. It takes a great deal family to
care for a member with —

Speaker:  Order. Are you speaking to the motion or the
amendment?

Mr. Silver: To the motion.

Speaker:  We're still on the amendment.

Mr. Silver:
amendment.

Hon. Mr. Nixon:
ment. | also want to thank the member oppositebfimging
this friendly amendment forward. As a parent witthéd with
autism, often |, too — and also having over 10 yeaxperi-
ence working with people with disabilities and widt-risk
youth — forget sometimes how important it is to wmesthat
the most respectful terminology comes forward. Whewvas
living back in Ontario, | had also worked with twbthe origi-
nating members of People First Society, so | know impor-
tant it was to them back then, and | just want xpress my
thanks to the member opposite.

| think | can speak to this amend-

Speaker:
amendment?
Amendment to Motion No. 24 agreed to

Do any other members wish to speak to the

Speaker: Does anyone wish to speak to the motion as

amended?

Hon. Mr. Nixon: | think that my original speech on
this was about three days long, so | have had toeatate a
little bit for today.

Mr. Speaker, it is issues like this that reallydesl me de-
cide to get involved in government. Most of you wniiat this

| just have a brief comment on this. Someissue is very near to me. | would like to take & fainutes to

talk about some very unique families, specificddynilies of

children and adults with disabilities. As | staiadhe fall and
during the campaign, many Yukoners shared with lmeechal-
lenges they experienced with respect to issues dheyloved
one faced. Those same people also indicated tbatthame
challenges decreased during this last 10 yearsrumd@ikon

Party government. As someone who has well overeldsyof
experience in the social sector, not to mentionirtgga child

with autism, | can verify this.

There were challenges regarding access to tesgent
and therapies. There were challenges accessingties to
make adaptations to their home to accommodate alyfam
member with a physical disability. As many of thembers in
this House already know, my youngest son Jack bdsna As
a parent, | know first-hand the challenges thatfaee, and |
know that helpless feeling that a parent of a chiith a dis-
ability can have.

| have to say that thanks to this Yukon Party goreent,
our family is very fortunate to have had the suppdhat we

| rise today to speak to Motion No. 24 have had over the years. My drive as a father @ways en-

sure the best for my child. Along with the suppafrthe previ-
ous Yukon Party government and this one, our sah aur
family have put together an incredible team of gssfonals
who have helped in more ways than can really beribesl.

As | have said previously in this Assembly, a famil
centred approach to support for children and aduith dis-
abilities is absolutely essential. | stated befamd | am certain
that I'll state again that each child is unique aagh family is
unigue. Families need to have the option of thetapivhether

We as a caucus are in favour of thegovernment provided or independent therapists soaghby

the family. Before | go any further, | have to exdemy thanks
to the staff and principal of Christ the King Elemery School
for their work, dedication and support. Without nheJack
would be a lot worse off today. | want to overviexuat is cur-
rently available, and I think it is important ta $lee context for
the discussion to establish the foundation thatareegoing to
build upon.

I'm going to mention the healthy families prograhis is
a voluntary program that provides support to fagsii— prena-
tal or at birth — and it continues until the chikl of school
age. It has been offered in Whitehorse since 1P@9 person-
ally had moms share with me how helpful they fihe tpro-
gram. One mom, in fact, explained that with hestfohild, she
didn’t know what to expect, so she didn't know #rtchild’s
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development was actually on track or not, and i wamfort-
ing to have someone knowledgeable she could tadbowt her
baby’s development.

The healthy families program, which is free of gearwill
explore what’'s important to your family. It will plore what
you want for your child. It will support you to bdia safe and
healthy environment and will provide interestindomrmation
and fun activities to strengthen your child’s grbveind devel-
opment. | know first-hand how early assessmentearty in-
tervention can make a world of difference in a dhillife.
Once a family finds out that their child has a dikty, the
support they receive from the government is thrathghfamily
supports for children with disabilities program.relés another
program that needs to expand its philosophy on nailja
centered approach.

Parents can make a referral to the program ordhaeygive
their permission for someone working with theirldhsuch as
a doctor or a teacher, to do so.

The program provides support to Yukon families vaaoe
for their child with a disability. It supports eaihtervention to
increase the child’s lifelong learning potentidl pfovides co-
ordination access to supports and interventiongrdimotes
inclusion of children with disabilities in commuwilife. But it
can also do much more. If the family lives in Yukand the
child is less than 18 years of age, then suppoats lve offered.
The child should have either a medical assessmemt & doc-
tor, a mental health assessment, Child Developn@zamitre
report or the Department of Education report. Acckioes not
need to have a diagnosis and can be in the prafesssess-
ment to receive supports.

Some of the supports that may be offered to thelyam
clude the following: respite, family counsellingbling care,
family coach and inclusion supports. For thosedrbih who
have complex needs, some specialized funding ftarian-
tions may be available. Specialized interventiswgh as re-
search-based therapies, specialized recreatiorapiesr and
camps, homemaker services for family and in-homklcire
are just some of the supports and interventions iy be
available to a family with a child or children wittomplex
medical needs.

My comments thus far have focused on the suppbés t
are available. As a parent of a child with speaie¢ds, | can
tell you that finding out that your child has complmedical
issues can be very challenging for families. I'p®len previ-
ously about the impact it had on my family and oe, fout |
can think of parents | know who are raising chitdreith ex-
traordinary needs, and taking care of them is laifuke job. In
fact, it's more than a full-time job because masl-fime jobs
end after 40 hours a week, and you get two weekatizm
every year.

Many parents work from when they wake up in the maor
ing until they go to bed at night and sometimey theve to get
up during the night as well to attend to situatidnsan person-
ally remember times when Jack would wake up at 200.
and he was up for the day and there was no goiok. Bdese
parents do this seven days a week, 52 weeks a weather

they're feeling sick themselves or not, and in maages it
doesn’t end after the child is 18 years old.

Adult children with disabilities staying at homerist un-
common. In fact, adult children of an age more th@rnyears
old still living at home is not uncommon. | donddk forward
to that day.

These incredible parents also need increased sspfoor
their families and their adult children living adrne. | will give
you an overview of what it might be like to be sulparent.
As | mentioned before, on-call and available forkv@4 hours
a day, seven days a week, 365 days a year, ncalyslido pay;
hours of planning just to attend a 15-minute appoént or go
grocery shopping. What about buying that new ottt you
have been wanting? Not likely — your funds havenbeeer
extended to provide for your adult child; and thiae, peaceful
glass of wine at the end of the day, while sittorgthe front
porch while the sun sets, is replaced by sittintgide the bed-
room of your adult child while they tantrum for hielbecause
they aren’t able to communicate their needs. | aimgyto
move on.

That brings me to the fourth point of the motionhanc-
ing the home care program, including providing mioedp for
respite care for children and dependent relativespport this
motion and | support this section of the motionm®&times it is
simply overwhelming and respite is critical, period

Now, | know my colleague is going to speak in moegail
to the clause about establishing a new caregivectadit for
families caring for a relative with a disabilitypdluding sen-
iors, adults and children with severe disabiliti€sis is a good
and very helpful move and | support it.

I now want to speak to the next part of this maotiorovid-
ing additional funding for therapies as well as epffor spe-
cialized equipment, ramps and lifts to assist chitdwith dis-
abilities through an expanded family supports fufdren with
disabilities program. This program is able to offissistance in
areas where there is more that can be done in teframssisting
with specialized equipment.

For example, my son doesn't really speak, and wieen
does, it's difficult to understand. His communicationly has
to do with what he wants at that moment in timenbget me
wrong — we’'re very fortunate to have that. Befoagklcould
communicate either verbally or through his iPod drothe
would frequently have five-hour tantrums becausedddn’t
communicate at all. As an assisted device, we purated the
iPod Touch that has an application that Jack cantasflip
through pictures to identify his wants and needskdoes not
know or we have not found a way for him to tell hswv he
feels, so we don’t know if he’s happy or sad oediror
stressed, although when he gets upset, you kndw fiact, we
believe that because he was born three months fusmae
also has a very high tolerance to pain.

Another area of concern for me as a father is itinason
would literally walk in front of a bus without unidg¢anding or
being able to comprehend the consequence of suetttaom.
Getting back to his iPod, this has enabled hiretxh himself
and people working with him to teach him better howead
and understand words and actually spelling, toricedegree.
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He'll sometimes get a little cheeky. Instead ofngshis thing,

he’ll spell out the word and then trying to undarst the letters
is difficult. But he has graduated to an iPad ancdomputer

where he can type in search sites like Google aodTvbe.

We never thought he would get to that point, sodss the next
goal — and I think I've mentioned this before —fas him one

day to bring home a T4 slip.

So when it comes to assisted devices, | can shidineyou
our family’s experience and you can just think @fwhother
families are experiencing the same thing. The iPodch that
Jack uses is $200 a pop and he goes through theut edery
two months. In fact, it was just last night that theught it
would be neat to flush his down the toilet. It didnake it.

I can remember in the early days, sitting arounttde
with two other families who were in the same baausa. Their
children were older than Jack and | even recalttarofamily
refusing to meet with us because they had attentptedbtain
services for their children through — and I'm soroyt previ-
ous Liberal and NDP governments — and they were witbt
closed doors. As a result, their child receivedyview sup-
ports.

I'm glad I'm a bit stubborn — and | can only imagin
there are a few people in the department who wiéisa to that
— especially when it comes to my children and wagkfor
something | believe in. For the record, it was ediéhis Yukon
Party government that initiated support servicesfg son and
other children with autism, Aspergers, Rett's symie and
other developmental disabilities.

This Yukon Party government’s decision to provideAA
therapy to people like Jack and others has hadfaymd im-
pact on his life and their lives. The Health mieisof the day
and Premier in 2002 truly stepped up to the platk made a
very bold move and should be forever commendedtHeir
work. We were also quite fortunate when the Heaitth Social
Services portfolio was handed to our current Maristf En-
ergy, Mines and Resources on December 12, 2005.

| want to speak about point 3 of this motion: he¢psen-
iors stay in their own homes longer by assistinghwninor
home repairs and upgrades. | just want to sayltthéwk many
seniors are much happier continuing to be ablévoih their
own homes where they are in familiar and comfogadlir-
roundings. It is often much cheaper than migratm@ series
of care facilities, and | know many people findiallenging to
also do their own home repairs. Not everyone is fodable
getting up on a roof to shovel off the snow; noemene is
able to bend down to re-nail a piece of flooringtthopped off
when they bumped into it.

| imagine my time is just about up, Mr. Speakertlgs is
an exceptional motion. | thank my colleagues orhtsites of
the Assembly for speaking to it and | urge all memslto sup-
port Motion No. 24 here today.

Applause

Mr. Silver:
rise today to speak on Motion No. 24 as amended.thdek
the Member for Watson Lake for bringing this is$omvard. It
takes a great deal for a family to care for a memibith extra

medical needs, such as an elderly parent or aldibahbild. As
a community, and as members of this Legislaturecarehelp
these families access the supports that they riged.motion
provides some direction on how we can improve thgpert
government provides. As is our practice, in theriests of time
in getting to other pieces of business today is #iiting, we
will keep our comments on this motion brief. As ewill be

the only speaker on behalf of the Liberal caucusgeak on
this motion.

Care for a sick or disabled family member can dyesit
fect a family’s financial well-being and its abjlito meet the
needs of other family members. Almost half of aféelcparents
reported that they have changed their employmeatrasult of
their child’s disability. For some, this means watk more
hours to meet their child’s greater financial neéds others, it
means cutting down their hours, switching to lessydnding
fields or leaving the workplace altogether to pdevcare. This
can result in a significant drop in income. At thame time,
families’ expenses can increase for treatment sesvor modi-
fications to the family home. It is harder to fiotildcare for
disabled children, and parents may be forced tomase for
that care when they can find it.

We have discussed in this House before the chakeng
many Yukon families faced in finding affordableghiquality
childcare. These problems are exacerbated for izsnikith
disabled children. The 2006 census found that aildvith
disabilities are more likely to live in low-inconmuseholds as
a result of parents having to change their employna, pos-
sibly, in part because children living in low-incerhouseholds
are more likely to experience health problems ineggal. On
average, families with disabled children live onouatb 20-
percent less income than do families with childnétinout dis-
abilities.

We can expect that care for sick and disabled sduoit
poses similar demands and therefore has similactsfbn fam-
ily resources. The demands of caring for a sictlisabled fam-
ily member, often combined with a drop in familkcame and
increased medical costs, affect the quality of hfat just of
Yukoners living with disabilities, but of the fangé and the
communities around them.

Government supports can help alleviate these pressu
This is the substance of this motion. The measovdined in
this motion provide direction on how the Yukon goweent
can improve the support it provides families. Aetfiver tax
credit would reduce the amount of tax eligible garers pay,
thereby freeing up income to better care for tfainilies. The
federal government currently provides such a cradid we
support the Government of Yukon doing the same.

The family support for children with disabilitiesggram
offered through the Department of Health and Sd8mivices
coordinates access to supports and interventionsebalf of
families. The program also specifically supportdyeiaterven-
tions to maximize children’s lifelong learning. Atddnal fund-

Let me reiterate my original comments. | ing for therapies, specialized equipment, rampsliitsdwould

directly assist Yukon families and help their chéid reach
their fullest potential.



April 4, 2012

HANSARD

601

Moving elderly family members into institutionalreamay
not be what they want, what is best for them, oatwk most
cost-effective for our territory to provide. Yukdtousing cur-
rently offers funding for renovations, as well ds seniors
home and yard maintenance program, to allow ouioseho
age in place. There is room to build on these pnogt particu-
larly as our population grows older.

Finally, the home care program’s respite servicesnac-
essary and welcomed by the families who receiventh@are
for a sick or disabled family member can be hugihining,
and respite care allows caregivers the chancedodito them-
selves and to other family members.

In closing, in short, the government has both teponsi-
bility and the opportunity to help people as thayecfor sick or
disabled family members. Efficient government supene-
fits not just these families, but the larger comityusupporting
them. We thank the Member for Watson Lake for brigghis
motion forward, and we will be voting in support this mo-
tion.

Ms. Hanson:
nize that my colleague for Riverdale South indidatef course,
that the Official Opposition will be supporting shinotion as
amended. But | just wanted to make a comment becans
listening to some comments from the opposite sidanré-1 do
thank the member across the way for his sharingi®fown
personal experiences — obviously, a very deep emaiti
resonance for him and for his family. | just wanteccomment
that his son is lucky to have two parents and gelaretwork,
supporting him and each other, and he is luckyaeehsuch a
strong advocate.

As | said, the Official Opposition will support thimotion
as amended, but we do so with the understandinghbanten-
tion is that every family, whether they are heréAthitehorse
or in the communities, will have access and shariné same
equitable division of supports across the boardefgerybody
— whether it is the single parent in Whitehorse t@2who has
been forced to quit her good job with the Yukon govnent
— a job that she enjoys — to provide full-time céoe her
adult son who lives with and struggles daily witdvere, seri-
ous disabilities. This parent is unable to findlikenthe mem-
ber opposite, supports or respite from this vegrywifficult
situation that she lives with day in and day outtl® young
family in rural Yukon who struggles to find the qapts that
are so necessary to ensure that their child ieddis a manner
that they can be part of that community and notirfgethat
they need to seek that support elsewhere.

So we do support this motion as amended, but what i

really important, as we move forward in implemegtit —
and | think that was the intention of the Membar Riverdale
South, when she spoke earlier today — is that wie'tieel
there was a need to debate this. Clearly, thisnsoton that
speaks to a need in this community to begin todbait and
enhance the programs that governments over the yeand |
would use the plural — “governments” — over thergelaave
established, and | recognized the Minister of destvhen he
recognized the healthy families program. That wasnapor-

tant initiative of its day. It's all governmentd, @l stripes, that
recognize that children and families — whateveirthbilities
or disabilites — need to be treated with respext that we
need to ensure that access is equitable for all.

So we do support this motion, and we’'d like to méwe
ward with it. Thank you.

Hon. Mr. Dixon: It's a pleasure to rise today in sup-
port of this Motion No. 24, standing in the namele Member
for Watson Lake, and of course, as amended by tbmiér
for Riverdale South. Of course, while | am speakimghe mo-
tion as amended, | do think that in the discusgioound the
amendment of the motion there were some valuatsliglits
from both sides, and indeed, especially from theriider for
Riverdale South about the importance and the ofteseen
power of words. That is evidenced here in this orots well.
Oftentimes we do not consider the true weight efwords we
use and that can result in unintended slights -4ppsese is the
best word. | would certainly recognize that the powf lan-
guage, and indeed that the power of our wordsmigortant,

| just wanted to rise because | do recog-and that is evidenced in this motion.

Carrying on, | would say that, first of all, thesim of this
motion ultimately comes from our platform that wanron in
last year's election. It was a commitment we puhim platform
to do a number of the things that are mentiondtigamotion.

As | was saying, this motion is one that findsrists in
our Yukon Party platform from the last electionwias devel-
oped quite collaboratively with a number of follespecially
those who, like the Member for Porter Creek Sobhtvye had
first-hand experience with a number of the programesve
mentioned today.

In the case of the caregiver tax credit, it's sdrimgf that |
think, in giving credit where credit is due, theeyious Health
and Social Services minister was especially keedemeloping
this. So | think it would be fair to give some ditetd the previ-
ous Minister of Health and Social Services in idging the
need for that. There were a few questions raisedl toymber of
folks about some of the details of what these @grare go-
ing to look like and how these programs may be ges. 1'd
like to talk a little bit about, | guess, my impsean of how |
see that unfolding.

Going numerically through these, the first numbgthis
motion relates to the development of a caregivectadit.

The notion of the importance of caregivers and ehoko
have either family members or friends whom thewe care
for on a voluntary basis is an important componehthe
health care system, and indeed our society as &who

In the past — | think it would be fair to say thespdecade
or so — this issue has developed increasingly agewender-
stood more and more about what the nature of aysareis. In
2003, a paper was put forward by the Canadian Aatsoie for
Community Living, entitledEconomic Security for Caregivers:
A Policy Development Process to Better Support Unpaid Care-
givers. This NGO, in partnership with the Canadian Careqgi

Coalition, began to raise the awareness of this issue. Indeed,

they explicitly made the recommendation to devedopare-
giver tax credit of sorts that would provide a refable tax
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credit or benefit for those unpaid caregivers whoehinsuffi-
cient income to take advantage of current creditg tvould
increase the amount currently available and woelgdid on a
monthly basis. That was the recommendation of ¢ghatip a
number of years ago.

Since then, a number of other jurisdictions hawkeul up
on that and have taken their own action respettitbeir own
jurisdiction. | would note that Nova Scotia, indedas a pro-
gram that is similar in concept, entitled the “acaver benefit
program”, which was formerly known as the “caregiadow-
ance.”

That recognizes the important role of caregiverhéir ef-
forts to assist loved ones and friends. It is tedeat low-
income care recipients who have a high level o&hildy or
impairment as determined by a home care assessthenhée
caregiver and the care recipient both qualify tog program,
the caregiver receives the caregiver benefit, whicdn monthly
fixed quantum of dollars. What | am suggesting hier¢hat
when we move forward and develop the details, ofs® they
will be unique to the Yukon, but we would benefit lboking
across the situational environment of Canada arthgevhat
others are doing, so that we can learn from whay thave
done and either model or learn what not to do wheames to
these programs.

Another good example of this style of tax credimes
from Manitoba. Manitoba, as mentioned by the Memiwer
Riverdale South, has a primary caregiver tax cyedhich
came into effect on January 1, 2009. It is for gaers who
have completed a three-month qualifying period wiave
started providing care by October 1 of the yeaokmefa tax
year and who continue caregiving throughout theytat.

They can claim the full credit of that in that ye@aregiv-
ers may earn the credit for up to three care reotpi at one
time. That's the maximum credit for providing careto three
care recipients throughout a full year — as, ofrseudefined
in that program. Effectively, | think what we caoipt out from
that is that it's a different sort of a style ofogram than they
have in Nova Scotia, but indeed is one that coelihbtructive
for us in the Yukon. Of course, | would say whapisbably
most important for us living in Yukon are the acaaken by
the federal government in development of a tax ettpfor
caregivers.

In their economic action plan a year or two age,féderal
government recognized the sacrifices that many @ana
make to care for their children, spouses, paraemsother fam-
ily members with infirmities, often while caringrfother fam-
ily members and holding down a job.

So recognizing that, in the 2011 budget they pregos
new tax support for caregivers — for family membersby
introducing a new family caregiver tax credit. [#s15-percent
non-refundable tax credit on the amount of $2,000 ia pro-
vides relief for caregivers of all types of infirdependent rela-
tives, including — for the first time — spousesrooon-law
partners and minor children. Caregivers will ben&fim the
family caregiver tax credit by claiming an enhaneetbunt for
the dependent under one of the following existiegehdent-
related credits: the spousal or common-law partnedit, the

child tax credit, the eligible dependent credite tbaregiver
credit or the infirm dependent credit. It is estieththat over
500,000 caregivers will benefit from the family egiver tax
credit nationwide — and of course, the measurepmied for
the 2012 and subsequent taxation years, so itaféat now.

I think it's important for us to look across theucry and
look at what other provinces and the federal gavemt are
doing in this field. | would suggest that when d@nees to the
federal tax credit, it's something that we wouldhsioler ensur-
ing: that our two credits are indeed complementang can
work in unison.

Of course, the second bullet in the motion as are ris-
cusses the family supports for children with diftés pro-
gram. This is a program that is of particular iattrto me as |
have a number of constituents who do access tbgram and
I have heard a number of things from them througtioel elec-
tion and throughout my time as MLA now regardings thro-
gram. It's a program that was initially introdudey the Yukon
Party government a few years past and was, in nmjapand
from my understanding from talking to constituemnsty well
received. The way it works is that parents can nmeakeferral
or, with the permission of parents, someone workiitlp the
child such as a doctor or teacher can also makéearal to the
program. In terms of eligibility, if the family las in Yukon
and the child is less than 18 years of age andahaedical
assessment from a doctor, a mental health assesfom@nthe
Child Development Centre and a Department of Edocat
report, the child does not need to have a diagragiscan be in
a process of assessment to receive supports. SScelétively
flexible in what it can cover.

To access that program, there is a certain amdunfay-
mation that the family needs to provide, such as ¢hild’s
name, the date of birth, the type of disability ahthere is a
report, as | mentioned — family members’ namesiresses
and telephone numbers so that the family memberdeaon-
tacted, obviously. No financial information abohe tfamily is
required to access services, and families wilt firsed to ac-
cess other appropriate resources prior to accessamdamily
supports for children with disabilities program.

In terms of the funding supports that may be atéldo
the child and family, respite care is included, ifgnsounsel-
ling, sibling care, a family coach and inclusiomppgarts. Those
are a few of the supports that are available uttgsrprogram.
For children with especially complex needs, theredme spe-
cialized funding for intervention that may be aable. These
include specialized intervention such as reseaadet thera-
pies, specialized recreational therapies, campspehtwaker
services for the family, and in-home childcare hink that,
given the fact of what is available now, sectioof 2his motion
suggests providing additional funding for therapigs well as
money for specialized equipment, ramps and liftagsist chil-
dren with disabilities.

An expanded family supports for children with didiéibs
program, | think, speaks to the importance of whkabffered
now, and the need and recognition of the needvtieatan al-
ways improve on programs. There are always wagit@ance
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them and make them better. Despite their relatieess, the
sky is the limit in terms of the opportunity.

In terms of the program as it exists now, what lesspaf-
ter a parent makes a referral? What will happehas a social
worker will contact the family to arrange a conwattitime to
meet with the parents and the child to discussfémeily's
needs. Visits can occur either at the family’'s hpatehe fam-
ily supports for children with disabilities officey other loca-
tions. One- or two-hour meetings can sometimesehaired to
assess the nature of the issue. Parents are ofteniraged to
bring the Yukon health care cards, both theirs tedchild’s.
If they are a status Indian under thelian Act, they are en-
couraged to bring that card and any assessmeithéyamight
have about the child.

At that initial meeting, the primary introductiormse un-
dertaken and there is discussion about any fuittfermation
that may be gathered, in terms of the child’s stloaaycare
information that may be provided to the progranifsi&here’s
a general explanation of supports and servicedadlaito the
family and their child and other discussion aboupports
available from programs outside of the family supggro-
gram. There are consent forms and confidentiabtyns and,
of course, a review of the overall suite of progsdor funding.

In general, what | think this tells us is that anhber of
programs and opportunities are available for fasilturrently
but, as is indicated in this motion and as | haatineed, there
is room to grow and there is room to enhance trognam.

The third bullet refers to helping seniors stayhieir own
homes longer by assisting with minor home repaird ap-
grades. Now | think, more and more, this is becgmncom-
mon thing for families. | know it's not uncommonalt to see
it in my riding where families typically have andetly parent
living with them, and they're required to make horepairs to
their house to accommodate their family memberavemt.

Often, this means an additional suite or room whbee
parent can live comfortably and, indeed, any neugssp-
grades to the house that may include ramps or whaklac-
cessibility to the room, perhaps upgrades to tharbam to
ensure that all the toilets and bathrooms and sinksll acces-
sible to the parent. But with those renovationaduditions to a
home does come some cost. | think what is contdegpia this
motion is that minor home repairs and upgrades +vagust
discussed — would be eligible for some sort ofsaasice from
government, in recognition of the fact that theytdnd to be
costly and, despite that costliness, they are mecgssary.

The final point in this motion relates to enhancitig
home care program, including providing more helprispite
care of children and dependent relatives. | thfokher to my
previous point, renovations are often needed wlaBgivers
are providing care to their family members in-house

In one case that I'm aware of from a constitudmythave
a young child who has a disability and that requtreem to put
a significant number of renovations in their batmoto in-
clude padding around some of the harder, pointigases like
corners of sinks or the edge of a bathtub, so ithidte child
does fall or has a seizure of some kind, they daihtheir head

and damage themselves even more than they normvallyd
through their seizure.

These are very real problems for families in Yukon.
They're challenges that are faced by our neighbaumc our
friends. I think it's important that government tiomes to rec-
ognize that and continues to work to improve its/ises. As
I've said, a lot of work has been done to date mrydunder-
standing is that the staff in the Department ofltthe@nd Social
Services has been very forthcoming and very williagvork
with families, but indeed, as | said, there is alsv@oom to
grow in these programs and there is always oppiyttm en-
hance and improve.

| think this motion is a good starting point. Asaid, it
does come from a relatively significant amount aifaboration
internally throughout the election and consultatiath a num-
ber of families who do access the program.

I would say that I'm certainly very supportive ¢fig mo-
tion, as amended, primarily because of the sigaifimumber
of families who are in my riding and friends of miwho ac-
cess these programs. | look forward to hearing cemsfrom
members opposite and members on this side abautvibers
on this motion as amended and indeed their suggsstif how
we can further enhance these programs that aréablaito
Yukon families. Once again, it's very importantamumber of
my constituents and | look forward to hearing fromy col-
leagues on their thoughts.

Hon. Mr. Graham: | also rise in support of this mo-
tion as amended. I'm not going to speak on the fiatlet at all
because | think the tax credit is a no-brainer Bmdonly too
willing to support that. I'm more concerned abohie thome
care and the support services that we provide angheuld be
expanding here in the territory.

The Canadian Home Care Association defines home car
as, “an array of services for people of all agesvigied in the
home ... and community settings ... that encompassakhhe
promotion and teaching, curative intervention-efilife care,
rehabilitation, support and maintenance, sociaptdgn and
integration and support for the family caregiver.”

It is quite a mouthful, but it is a laudable gohét this
government will make every effort to reach. In thisdget, we
have increased home care support funding by $487®@ro-
vide six additional staff members in the home suppmgram.
This will improve Yukoners’ access to quality carihin their
homes, and it should also reduce the pressurewia and con-
tinuing care services. Last year, the home cargrpro experi-
enced a 21-percent increase in caseloads in Wh#elalone.
The growth will continue, we expect, as our popafatin-
creases and ages and more of our seniors remgie iviukon.
The general population increase also shows thablpdiving
with disabilities continues to increase as well.

To give perspective to the issues, this year ouegonent
provided an extra $1.629 million in ongoing fundiegopen an
additional 10 beds at the Thomson Centre.

While these beds are an essential part of our ruaint
care program, institutionalized care is becomingreasingly
expensive. In addition, many of our seniors woutdbably
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prefer to live in their own homes with a mixture mfblic and
private sector care when they can no longer livehair own.
And, yes, | did say private sector care, Mr. Speakea mix-
ture of private, public and NGOs.

In the coming years, | hope to bring forward prages
whereby the private sector and NGOs will also bexdm
volved in the delivery of home care, not only farr seniors,
but also for our children and others living withveee disabili-
ties. This will build on the great work done withildren with
disabilities throughout the Yukon by organizatiosisch as the
Child Development Centre.

It is also very important, | believe, that we tadteps very
quickly to develop a more integrated approach toviping
health care, home care, social and housing sertacear sen-
iors to ensure that they are receiving the riglpipsuts, at the
right time, to be able to age well at home, witgnilly, in a
safe and healthy environment. As my colleague skd,
Speaker, better coordination of existing servicethim and
between government departments, as well as with N&@
the private sector, are vital in order to meet leeds of our
seniors and persons with disabilities in the future

One of the first requests | received as the newidn of
Health and Social Services was from a family whe aahild
with a disability living in their home. They told enthat the
family supports for children with disabilities wasgreat pro-
gram. The department assisted them in every waydhe, and
they were a great help providing support servidag. what
was lacking for them, in their particular case, veaequate
funding to assist them in making modificationshieit home in
order to properly care for their child. The depattprovided
a number of NGOs where they applied for fundingerhwere
institutions that also provide funding for modifiicens to your
home. But it still wasn’t enough when dealing wélseverely
disabled child. Since that time, I've had othersnecforward
with exactly the same problem, and they all adwdat the
same supports. So we will be moving forward to wotk a
system of capital funding for support of familieeavchoose to
keep their disabled family member in their home. gk it's
very important that people continue to do that, ael will
support it.

I'd like to speak now, just for a couple of seconiyb.
Speaker, about caregivers. As seniors’ needs aoplgevith
disabilities’ needs increase, the average hoursad provided
by family caregivers also increase significantlyittWthe sig-
nificant increases in responsibility and care cothesvery real
possibility of caregiver burnout, and that doesidtany of us
any good; it doesn’t do the people who are beingctéor any
good and, as often as not, the caregivers thenssalitewind
up becoming patients in one of our long-term fe#i. So we
want to help them by improving respite. We wantiake sure
that there are fewer restrictions to respite choth in-home
respite and respite that will be provided by theegament.

| was very happy to see the Member for Riverdalatiso
talk about day respite programming because it'setbimg that
is available at the current time on a very smadlescWe hope
to improve the day programming, and we also hogeprove
the number of spaces that are available in outitiasi with

fewer restrictions. Currently, there are a numbeestrictions,
if you wish to bring a family member with disabi#i$ into one
of our facilities, so we hope to remove some oféhoestric-
tions and make that more accessible to more people.

We also hope to provide more options, again withefe
restrictions, to people receiving funding for ormgpiservices
that their family member or the caregiver requireorder to
care for a person with a disability. One of thengjs that we
found — the Minister of Education and | when wekea to
Autism Yukon and a number of other groups — wag tha
whereas the funding from the government was adeqfaat
some of these ongoing expenses, it wasn'’t flexéileugh, so
that if they wanted to move money from one siloatwther,
they found there were restrictions on that movem@ra will
be removing some of those restrictions, as quiaklyve possi-
bly can. In addition, what we found when we hacd$sions
with those groups was that one of the things theyld like to
see established and that I'm now considering isdéneelop-
ment and implementation of a parents advisory gfouaghil-
dren with disabilities. A great source of wisdondadvice is
from those who are already raising children andehalveady
faced the problems that we're dealing with now anobably
in many cases resolved those problems. They alsw kvhere
gaps exist in service.

We hope to tap into that knowledge and that experti
through this parents advisory committee. | perdgnabuld be
pleased to have the advice of such a group, amrdifistructed
my department to bring forward some options ondteation
of such a group, its mandate and how it would wiYle rec-
ognize that an effective and comprehensive home sgstem
provides services and supports along all parthefcare con-
tinuum. Investing in community and continuing caregrams
reduces pressures and costs on acute care seriickesn-
creases individual health and well-being. This igriarity for
our government.

In closing, we're already doing a lot to supponnilies
and individuals, but this motion speaks to the mamgre
things that we can be doing and should be doingiblysas a
government. If we break down the parts, there amaraber of
roles — additional roles — for other departments, NGOs
and even the private sector to play in providingt tupport.
We all have a role to play in improving the liveflsoor seniors
and those with disabilities. This government rermaommit-
ted to those ideals. Thank you.

Hon. Mr. Kent: I'm going to be brief in my remarks
this afternoon in support of this motion and theeadment put
forward by the Member for Riverdale South. Firsabf | want
to speak briefly to what the Minister of Health a®dcial Ser-
vices spoke about with respect to the family sutgpfor chil-
dren with disabilities program.

| did have the privilege of meeting with Autism Yark
once down at their office and then a follow-up rireghere in
our offices that was attended by me, the Minisfadealth and
Social Services, the Minister of Community Servjcas well
as the Minister of Justice. It is something thatiobsly we put
a lot of ministerial responsibility into as well #se passion,
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and the personal passion, | guess, that membels asithe
Member for Porter Creek South bring to this issue.

With respect to the parents advisory committee that
Health and Social Services minister spoke to, aedlexibility
within the program that is offered through his dépent, |
think that will be welcome news for the parents Aaftism
Yukon and other parents of children with disakahti It is
something that they asked us for at our meetingl, laam
pleased the Health and Social Services ministemi@aged on
it so quickly.

That meeting was held probably within the last ftusix
weeks, and for him to be able to move as quicklgehas on it
certainly is something that | know will please therents with
whom we met. Of course, | wanted to ensure thatesenta-
tives from the Department of Education are involviedhose
discussions as well, through special programs amgarapro-
fessional resources that we have in the classrdois.some-
thing, again, that was brought forward and | lookwafard to
having my department officials work with the Heattimister’'s
officials and the parents to ensure that we camesddhe con-
cerns of those families caring for children witlsatilities.

| will speak briefly to the subclause (3) in thetioo by
the Member for Watson Lake, which is helping senigtay in
their own homes longer by assisting with minor homgairs
and upgrades. As minister responsible for Yukonditoy Cor-
poration, the corporation does provide loans tgilgk Yukon-
ers for the purpose of acquiring and constructingrgproving
housing through the home repair loans.

The capital vote in the current budget is abou® $8il-
lion, so what that allows seniors and Yukonersddsdaddress
specific health and safety issues, as well as idefiees with
foundations, plumbing, heating, electrical and na@otal sys-
tems, overcrowding due to family size and specifdgtures
for occupants to promote independent living. Ofrseya sec-
ond part of that is to assist homeowners to imptbeeenergy
efficiency of their home.

This is important to me, obviously, as the ministspon-
sible for the Yukon Housing Corporation, but alsafze Mem-
ber for Riverdale North. Riverdale is one of therenestab-
lished subdivisions in our community. | believehias been
around since the late 1950s. My family moved ttier&973.
Certainly a lot of the older homes were built withallenges, |
guess, in the design for seniors and for familiesg with
family members who have disabilities. So this istaialy
something that is a welcome program that the Hgu§larpo-
ration offers.

Again, in Riverdale North there are a lot of sinfenily
homes and many seniors who are still in their hothese.
There are two former Commissioners of the Yukofforaner
Senator of the Yukon and many, many long-time Y@en
who are still remaining in their homes over thend #m very
happy that we're able to provide assistance to renshat
they're able to stay in their homes as long asipless

My personal story on this, | guess, is that my petoo,
were able to live independently until my father gk away a

Kopper King's riding in the subdivision in Takhinim very
happy to have my elderly mother and many senigmutihout
the Yukon able to stay in their own homes.

One other program that I'd like to highlight thatfered
through the Yukon Housing Corporation is the senioome
and yard maintenance program. It's aimed at senitrs are
living independently but have difficulty paying comarcial
rates for basic home and yard upkeep. It's fundethé Yukon
Housing Corporation, but delivered in Whitehorse the
Yukon Council on Aging. What it does is match semiwith
those needs with community residents registeregravide
these services. People interested in providingsémeices must
pass a security clearance check before they'reeglam the
official registry as approved service providers.

Generally, the rates are worked out between thieisand
the contractor, but it's generally in the $20-petthrange, so
it's very affordable in this economy where it'saritdifficult to
find those who are able to deliver those typesofises.

With that, colleagues on both sides of the House ls@o-
ken to the other aspects that are identified inNeenber for
Watson Lake’s motion, so | won't go on about theékgain, |
thank the Member for Watson Lake for bringing foravahis
motion and the Member for Riverdale South for anegdhis
motion. My commitment as the Minister of Educatiemd the
minister responsible for the Yukon Housing Corpioratis to
seeing this motion delivered upon, but | also thém MLA
for Riverdale North and to all members who will fagporting
this motion here today.

Hon. Mr. Cathers: In rising to speak to the motion
today, I'd like to begin first of all by thankingp¢ Member for
Watson Lake for tabling this motion and bringindéfore the
House. | also want to thank members of the oppsfir their
indication of support for this.

I think it should be noted that, in bringing thiotion be-
fore the House, this really flows from a commitmémat we
made in the 2011 election campaign and, with th@omivord-
ing amendments presented by the Member for RiverSalith,
it certainly is very much reflects what we comndtt® do. |
am very appreciative of the fact that all this fexivfrom a
commitment by the Yukon Party, and other memberghisf
Assembly are in agreement with our belief that thf@resents a
good policy approach and a good initiative for Ynlgitizens.

I would also like to note a few areas here. Thegiaer
tax credit that is outlined in the motion, as soofiany col-
leagues have outlined, is a commitment to look atiets that
have been put in place in other jurisdictions amhe up with a
model that meets the Yukon’s needs. That is antiaddl way
of providing some additional help to families where for rela-
tives with a disability, including seniors, adudsd children
with disabilities.

As a number of members of this House noted, theze a
challenges really faced by families who have tedar a child
who has a disability, or an adult who has a diggbénd is
dependent on family members for care, or a sentwo has

few years ago, and my mom has since moved backeo treached the stage where they're no longer ablarotibn in-

Yukon and is living independently in the Member Takhini-

dependently. The additional strain that is placed family
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members providing that care would be very hard verstate.
It's certainly something, as my colleague, the Mentlor Por-

ter Creek South and Minister of Justice and Toumsited, is a
24-hour-a-day job for parents and other family mersbvho

are dealing with that responsibility. This moticeré today and
the commitments we made in the election reallyaneed at
helping them in addressing the needs of their famiémber,
helping them meet the needs of their family membed pro-
viding the assistance that government can to Hadntwith

those responsibilities and needs.

The second part of the motion here before us tegapnks
to the family supports for children with disabi#is program.
That's a program that | was pleased to bring ilMasister of
Health and Social Services at the time, four yagis | think it
was four years ago this month, if memory servebullt on a
program that had been put in place at first forepts of chil-
dren with autism. It expanded that to parents didodn with
other disabilities. It's an area that, as | noiedsomething I'm
pleased to have played a part in, but | also wanetognize
the fact that really, the bulk of the credit foethrogram goes
to families who came forward and staff within Headtnd So-
cial Services who looked to other models within &# and
tried to come up with a structure that meets tredaef Yukon
parents — so a lot of work by many people went thts.

I'd like to recognize the Member for Porter Creedus,
the Minister of Justice and Tourism — for his warka parent
at the time and as president at one time of Aulsikon — for
the many hours he put into this and the work tleatihd other
parents who were facing a challenge and facingrtisration
did — and as emotionally charged as the issuebean work
with government to try and come up with construetsolu-
tions and constructive methods of helping peopte that is
not an easy task. It involved a lot of work by & &6 people,
and | want to give everyone who participated in deeelop-
ment of this credit for that.

I would also like to note that the original prograthe
family supports for children with disabilities pmagn, is one
that we established four years ago. It is one Weahave also
heard feedback from parents about where this pnogran be
improved. | want to very strongly express my supgor ex-
panding this program to provide additional fundiiog thera-
pies and money for specialized equipment, includargps and
lifts to assist disabled children and to help thegrents in car-
ing for them.

| appreciate the comments from the Minister of Heahd
Social Services and the work that he has done mnsthce
taking office, as well as his recognition of sonig¢he specific
issues that have come forward regarding this progees the
minister knows, this is something that | have hdfaodh par-
ents of children with disabilities in my riding arficom other
ridings around the territory, as have a number pftoileagues
here in this House. Really, the importance of egpam this
program to cover some capital items within, obviguappro-
priate defined policy guidelines is something thawvant to
emphasize to this Assembly.

The situations that parents face if they're havuoiwl-
lenges that they're not able to meet with a dishldhild is

really something that is a very — well, when I'veand from
those parents, | certainly feel for them very mackl appreci-
ate the situation that they are in and look forwerdjovern-
ment being able to take additional steps to hedptface those
challenges, including to expand this program toecspecial-
ized equipment, including ramps for wheelchairs ¢fid to
assist children or adults in the home environment.

Another area of this motion I'd like to touch ontie part
that refers to helping seniors stay in their hotoeger. That,
as some of my colleagues mentioned, is somethetg¢ally is
an area that, as we face an aging population heteeiYukon,
as more and more Yukoners reach the age whereatkeglas-
sified as senior citizens or are past that pohtythave been in
their golden years for some time — that leads tonareased
number of challenges related to mobility and otissues that
in some cases they may not be able to address ¢haras
There is some programming available through Yukouoidihg
Corporation. Not everyone is eligible for that, aimdsome
cases — one of the concepts that was looked ag\eldping
the election commitment this flowed from is thetf#at, in
some cases, someone may just need an idea of whtatk tto
or where to turn to for advice in how to handletiggt some-
body to perform repairs in their home. They mighed some
assistance with either paying for the cost of trasimply un-
derstanding how to do it, and how to get good serdt a fair
price when they are making those minor repairsupgtades.

Ultimately, we certainly have heard from many sesiio
and the message from most of them is that mostrefempto
remain in their homes for as long as possible. Sifppm a
purely financial aspect, as well, it is certaingtter for the fi-
nancial resources of the government to give somesmmee
minor assistance to remain in their own home rathan hav-
ing them reach the stage quicker where they alemger able
to live in their own home and may need to dependumcon-
tinuing care services.

The fourth area of the motion — the commitment e e
hance the home care program — is also an areadladts to
that same need and to the fact that for seniazetis particu-
larly — although also, in some cases, other whahaed for
the home care program — expanding that programdeige a
wider range of services is something that is imgdrto help
people stay in their homes safely and to have ¢héces they
need in that area. Again, it's something that lieaed is both
the right thing to do to help people live in theome environ-
ment longer, as most wish to do, and it also makesl sense
from a purely financial perspective for the goveaminto pro-
vide assistance to people to stay happily andsafeheir own
home rather than having them need, at an earigesto move
into a continuing care facility.

In the interest of time and for others who wislspeak to
the motion this afternoon and to other matters teefbis As-
sembly, | won't spend a great deal of time speakintpis mo-
tion. It's one that | thank the Member for Watsoakke for
bringing forward. | know that a number of my cotieas on
this side of the House have contributed to the ldgveent of
the commitment in this area and have heard frorergarwho
are very eager to see parts of this program, imtudnd espe-
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cially the enhancements to the family support fufdcen with
disabilities program, put into place.

With that, Mr. Speaker, | commend this motion t@ th
House.

Hon. Ms. Taylor: Mr. Speaker, | would also thank
my colleague from Watson Lake for bringing forwaing very
important motion. In fact, it is a very importassue to many
of my constituents over the past nine years andtoogt

| also want to just recognize a lot of the commehtst
have been put forward on the floor and on the puldcord,
especially from the Member for Porter Creek Southink it is
opportunities such as this on Wednesdays that geseas
elected representatives, the opportunity to spealssues of
importance such as this. | think as the Leademef Official
Opposition said, why is it that we need to debatués like
this? | just want to say that | think it's very iomgpant that we
all have an opportunity to discuss issues thatoardear and
utmost importance to our constituents.

| can’t speak for the members opposite, but | kitloat in
my own riding of Whitehorse West it continues to dgreat
matter of importance; that is, enabling our farsilie live with
a quality of life that many of us as Yukoners —eliihg Yuk-
oners as | am — have grown to enjoy currently amttinue to
enjoy. That's not the case for everyone and théuly recog-
nized. That is in fact why there are a number oigpgms and
services and supports that have been made avadablevill
continue to be made available, some of which havewnén
taken effect as yet.

The motion is comprehensive. It speaks to a nurabdif-
ferent elements in support of families, particylatiose with
children with disabilities. | know a number of fdies
throughout the Yukon whose children have variossidiiities
from birth, many of whom have subscribed to progam
respite offered at Copper Ridge Place, for exampland also
programs available through the Department of Heaitth So-
cial Services, and programs that are readily abkd|aat Yuk-
oners’ disposal, enabling us, as citizens, to eesidour own
homes for a longer period of time. Ultimately, tiatvhat it is
all about: being able to maintain that quality i€ Ithat we
have come to enjoy over the years in our own homvihk,our
own families.

I commend the work of the previous Yukon Party gave
ments and previous ministers who have contribubeth¢ de-
velopment and the growth of programs. The MinisiBEn-
ergy, Mines and Resources just reminded me thginatly,
and as per a meeting we recently had with memdefsitism
Yukon, there wasn’t an organization called Autismk¥®n, but
thanks to a number of parents, including the MenftePorter
Creek South, who feel very passionately about thkildren
and the well-being of their children and havingtthhility to
network with other parents who are experiencingstimae frus-
trations or expectations that we have for our ohildeen —
that was really the impetus for putting togethetigm Yukon.

From there it has since grown. It is now a welbbished
organization that provides networking opportunitiitss kind
of that one-stop shop for parents to come togethdrto meet

on a regular basis, and it also provides that f4rmaified
voice on behalf of parents. It has also grown fthose parents
of children with autism to other disabilities asliwe

| have to pay a great deal of credit to those nabparents
and the many parents today who have autistic @ildr don’t
think there is one month that goes by that we dbe&r about
another national report about autism and the disgsmdor au-
tism. There is a lot of good work going on whertaimes to
this particular disability. There is much more te known
about this disease, but there is a significant arhofiwork. As
a result, programs such as those my colleagues &lagady
spoken about came into fruition — the family suppdior
children with disabilities program for those faredicaring for
children with disabilities. As a result, there fee®n a lot more
public awareness, more public education, more heigd at-
tention to this disease and others. As a resudselprograms
have grown substantially. There has been a sigmifi;crease
in the uptake among families accessing those pnagiracan’t
speak for what other jurisdictions provide or dd poovide,
but what | can say has attributed to the greatessof this
particular program is the family-centred approachthkat is,
it's family-driven.

That was to be responsive to the needs of familits.
mately it comes down to the families; they know wdhdest
for their children. | can say that when this pragrfirst came
into being, it was originally for parents with alvién with au-
tism and now it has grown to other disabilities evere dis-
abilities. Because parents have had that flexiitilt in, they
have an allotment of dollars. They have the abtlitycontract
caregivers and those contractors with the experdtikeow my
colleague, the Member for Porter Creek South, spelke
quently to respite, counselling, inclusion suppatsspecial-
ized interventions. These are all programs, theseald sup-
ports that are subscribed to by many families,udiclg those
who live in my own area. They are much apprecidbegause
they provide parents or guardians with the abildysay that
this contractor has worked well, therefore, becanfsihe suc-
cess, I'm able to direct within the program. | thithat’'s a
really important key role of that program.

| continue to remind our government of the impoceato
keep it family centered and focused and self-déct recog-
nize that there’s a growth in the uptake and hehatis why
during the last election and previous electionscaetinued to
expand supports available to families such as thebkas been
received well. We recognize there are pressuresnfume ac-
cess to programs and services. For me, that meahprogram
is working well. It's doing its job, it is being fettive, it is re-
sponding to the needs of those individual familiethink we
have to thank the Department of Health and Socéli€es
and the Department of Education for the work tihatythave
done in collaborating with parents and organizatisnch as
Autism Yukon over the years.

There is a significant amount of support other thia@
program that we’'ve been speaking to — Child Develept
Centre. As | mentioned, providing therapeutic sufspdor
families at home, transitions from birth to presahtm school
to after school.
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To be sure, there is going to be a demand for dwioce.
We support that role and we support that continofiservices
that is so very important to families because chitdwith dis-
abilities do grow up into adults with disabilitidshave to speak
to a family | know in my area. This individual hason, a very
gifted son | would say, who is excelling so wellsehool, and
their family has been able to access supports gifrdlie Gov-
ernment of Yukon over the years.

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

INTRODUCTION OF VISITORS

Hon. Mr. Cathers: Mr. Speaker, | would like to ask
all members to join me in welcoming a former memdiethis
Assembly to the gallery, the former Member for Kdidke, Mr.
Dave Millar.

Applause

Hon. Ms. Taylor: As | was saying, this family has
been able to access a great amount of support ¥emous
agencies and departments within the Governmenugbl. As
a result, it has helped their son excel througtsmitool. I'm
always reminded that, when we even think about rémgo
those services because that individual is doingvelb, that’s
not the case; that disability has not gone awéy.altvays go-
ing to be there; it's just managed. So, it's vanportant for us
to keep that top of mind, that we need to keeptityatand cen-
tre and to continue to make those supports availathether in
school or beyond.

There has been a lot of discussion about othercstgpihat
are made available throughout the departments. Weat say
is that our government over the past nine yearsemabled
families through the development of supports beimgde
available. When it comes to our seniors and eldamgbling
them to remain in their homes longer, as well fistmost im-
portance. We have seen the demographic changes {popu-
lation, not just here in the Yukon, but worldwide.

We’'re becoming increasingly cognizant of the need f
more services and more attention to the focus of tve can
enable individuals to stay in their homes longer. those indi-
viduals who cannot, there are also demands foliraging care,
respite and so forth. But, again, with the pionatdity grant,
our government was very pleased to be able toaser¢hat by
about 35 percent, and we indexed it against ioftatLikewise,
we’ve been able to double the Yukon seniors inceoneple-
ment and tie that to inflation as well — index gainst infla-
tion.

As | mentioned, there are also other programs raaeé-
able through municipalities, like the City of Whitase's sen-
ior utility rebate; the programs available throughkon Hous-
ing Corporation — home repair program and so fofthese
are all examples of great programs that are inepkawd con-
tinue to be in place: chronic disease program;phaare; ex-
tended care; adult day program respite and carbeasmember
for Watson Lake also referenced.

This motion speaks to expanding those very supports
when it comes to meeting the enhanced demand fuposts
for children with disabilities, to also enablinghga's and elders
to remain in their homes longer through the home gao-
gram. Home care is a very popular program and esititinue
to become increasingly more popular as we agewandre an
aging population. Again, | just commend the indbats — the
many, many individuals who contribute to home carea
yearly basis. That is why | always say that itasrmportant to
support programs, such as the licensed practigakerurogram
through the Department of Education at Yukon Caleg

I know that many of those — all of those graduaite$act
— have enabled us to continue to expand the numibkeds
being made available for higher levels of care ecissed
through — whether it is Copper Ridge Place or therfison
Centre, Macaulay Lodge or home care itself. Thdhkfioy
investing in our own Yukoners, we're able to conérto keep
Yukoners in their homes longer. It's important toil upon
programs such as this as well.

Likewise, the tax credit for caregivers was aniatiie we
promised during the last election, and there haenltpropos-
als of tying it with the federal government taxieélas well. It
makes a lot of sense. It has been tried in othésdgtions. |
just continue to say that we just need to be creaind con-
tinue to look for ways to assist our own individuab stay in
our homes and continue to make resources avaifablénose
who are not able to stay in their homes as well.

The motion also speaks to repairs to homes of seriad
also making specialized equipment available forilias) to
enable the children to stay within their homes alsd adults to
stay within their homes. I think we all know of imdluals — I,
too, have a mother who has been here in the terrigmce
probably 1962 or 1960, and has contributed — hdrrag fa-
ther. She, too, would like to stay in the Yukon ftbe rest of
her life. But there may come a day when she isongér able
to stay in her own home in the Town of Watson Laethese
are things that we all have to keep in mind. Itgays helpful,
because there are expenses and costs associabedowiinu-

The homeowners grant, of course, continues to b#ema ing to make those supports available for families.

available. It's a very important program. It's aldelivered by
the Government of Yukon and benefits many, manysheu
holds — all residents. That continues to increageryeyear
too, with the number of individuals and families virg to the
Yukon and, of course, the amount that we contimuprovide
in our budgets also increases on an average, k,tbinabout
two percent every year.

We offer a seniors property tax deferral progranwa$i,
to assist seniors with property taxes.

So | commend this motion and | want to thank thentmer
opposite — or | want to thank my colleague from ¥¢at Lake
— for raising awareness of this issue of importaand just
reminding us of how important this is to hundredsl dun-
dreds of families here in the territory and throowgththis coun-
try, as well. Thank you.

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: | rise as well today to support
Motion No. 24, as amended, and for really talkibgt help-
ing people stay at home longer and assisting thesple who
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are helping with family members who are disablellisThas
been something, as mentioned previously, that wasnaor-
tant component of our election platform in 2011speaks to
how | feel personally — | think, professionally, a&ll, as a
pharmacist. | have certainly had the privilege tmW a num-
ber of people who either are caregivers or areosgnvho are
living at home and looking for opportunities to &lgle to stay
at home longer. Quite honestly, most seniors, #llapossible,
would feel most at ease and most comfortable belvig to
stay in their homes as long as possible. We aratinge the
opportunity to do home repairs or upgrades to almeple to
continue to live at home.

Not only is this better for those individuals arat their
families, but also for the government as well, seasomeone
who is living at home is certainly not costing taxing the
resources and the capacity that we have in terrsstifutional
number of beds. Certainly, | think we're very proasl a gov-
ernment to recognize those family members who dé& kfter
and are the caregivers for their family members \ah® dis-
abled. We are very proud of the opportunity to turg to ex-
pand our assistance to them doing their good work.

| wanted to just mention specifically one componafthe
motion, and that was the tax credit. | think it H@en men-
tioned briefly by members of this House already, lefifiective
this year — January 1 of 2012 — Yukon is providan§2,000
tax credit for caregivers caring for a relative lwé disability,
including seniors and adults with severe disab#itiThis tax
credit will provide tax relief for caregivers ofl aypes of in-
firm, dependent relatives, including, for the fitishe, spouses,
common-law partners and minor children.

Yukoners will be able to claim the credit on th&ik re-
turns for 2012. Caregivers will benefit from theaneredit by
claiming an enhanced amount for an infirm dependerter
one of the following credits: the spouse or comrtam-partner
credit, the child tax credit, the eligible dependeredit, the
caregiver credit or the infirm dependent credit.

As well, Yukoners completing their 2011 tax retane no
longer subject to a $10,000 limit on eligible expenrelated to
the financial dependent relatives when claiming tekon
medical expense tax credit. As a result of thisegiaers who
incur extraordinary medical and disability relategbenses will
receive full tax recognition for these expensesorRo 2011,
caregivers who incurred medical and disability teda ex-
penses for an aging parent, sibling or other firelycdepend-
ent relative were not able to claim expenses a$da@e000.

Many Yukoners make large personal sacrifices flmvad
one — be it their child, their mother, husband,endr other
family member struggling with a severe disability eften
while trying to hold down a job.

Yukon government, in recognition of the value tttase
Yukoners provide has lightened their load with &hdso
measures. | would like to acknowledge and thankMieenber
for Riverdale South for her amendment to the motlomould
like to thank our Member for Watson Lake for puftiforward
this motion and also for the good work that is gettone by
our Minister of Health and Social Services and Muktousing
Corporation as well, in terms of their support iowimg for-

ward with this initiative. | would also like to thie our Member
for Porter Creek South for his passion and the eapee he
brings to our caucus. Certainly, again, it speakihat strength
and the diversity of the great team of people Wahave in the
government at this time. With that, |1 would like commend
this motion to the House.

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: I would like to talk a little bit
about this motion too. | would like to talk a lgtbit about the
campaign trail. What we discussed in the House —dige
cussed a lot different things, but during our leampaign |
believe that this was one of the big issues, doalobr, that all
members of this House — whether they be rural orumeal —
talked about.

A lot of other discussions we have in this House w
probably haven't heard much of on the doorstepw8en we
bring motions forward on Wednesdays like this, lidse it's
important to hear everyone — “no need to debateivist
came across the floor from the Leader of the Gffi@pposi-
tion. But honestly, I'd like to hear everybody’sioijon, be-
cause this is the stuff that we hear on the dopsst8o | be-
lieve it's good to hear everybody’'s point on itwbuld like to
commend the Member for Riverdale South, also, foe t
amendments to it.

In my response to the Premier’'s budget speechidltbat
near and dear to my heart is the Yukon Party’s citmemt to
enhance home care for seniors to allow them to istaieir
homes and home communities as long as possiblagBem
a rural riding, it's a little bit different. What evhave locally
here in Whitehorse for caregivers and for childweith dis-
abilities and stuff like that — there’s a lot mdrere than there
is in the communities. So it's near and dear torthral com-
munities.

As indicated by the Premier's Budget Address, wéire
ing six new employees for home care purposes. Winening
a replacement for a lodge in Dawson, conductingasibility
study for a new facility here in Whitehorse and miaining our
position at the Thomson Centre for 10 more yedr$pmabout
$3.4 million. In my community, we have a seniorsectcility.
The next wish-list thing down the line is extendeate —
rather than having to leave the communities, foias to be
able to be closer to the places where they greanaplived.

Seniors in rural communities want to stay in tleemmu-
nities. Being uprooted or moved from their familiean be a
difficult task in a difficult time. Helping seniorstay in their
homes and home communities longer, by any means, is
worthwhile goal. That was the Yukon Party’'s campajgat-
form: “A better quality of life.”

The companionship by having someone who comes
with home care — | know in my community, having ente
care nurse come to seniors and allowing them tp istéheir
home — it alleviates stress on long-term faciligesl stuff like
that by keeping them in their homes longer, whiekes the
taxpayers’ dollars. But these elderly people lomkviard to the
comradeship and the companionship from the home jper-
son who would come by and see them once a weekice &

out
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week, whether it's helping them with their laundrydoing the
dishes. Loneliness is something that you see \eiinss.

We're already providing assistance by way of thenper
utility grant, but we have the home repair progrtmough
Yukon Housing — $35,000 you can use to upgrade kouse,
whether it's a better heating system, better qualitair, hand-
rails, decks and stuff like that for older people.

Assisting with these home repairs and upgradesathar
way that we can help. Also, the caregiver tax ¢radd provid-
ing funding for specialized equipment are greatsmaysupport
families in these circumstances. Our federal teheage a line
item already available for the caregiver tax credg tax can
be complicated, it is nice to have one line in ¢hérthink we
could use a federal model and apply it to the Yuteomas well,
ensuring that the Yukon credit claw back or redimefederal
one. So doubling up on that is good.

In closing, | believe the family is the most imgaonrt thing
to each of us. Further, | feel that a good socigtpased on
strong families. Supporting families is supportsagiety. This
motion, Mr. Speaker, supports families and, themfsociety.
It is only right that we, as elected representativkthe society,
unanimously support and follow through with thistian.

I commend all those who got up and spoke to thiayp
and | look forward to motions in the House thateetfthe con-
cerns for all Yukoners, which we debate and gelisten to.
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Speaker:
speak to the motion as amended? Before the membeks, |
will ask one more time: Are there any other membdrs wish
to speak to the motion as amended?

Ms. McLeod: | just want to express my appreciation
for the support of all the government ministers aadcus and
from the opposite side of the House. On behalflofakoners,
thank you.

Speaker:  Are you prepared for the question on the mo
tion as amended?

Some Hon. Members: Division.

Division
Speaker:  Division has been called.
Bells
Speaker:  Mr. Clerk, please poll the House.
Hon. Mr. Pasloski: Agree.
Hon. Mr. Cathers: Agree.
Hon. Ms. Taylor: Agree.
Hon. Mr. Graham: Agree.
Hon. Mr. Kent: Agree.
Hon. Mr. Nixon: Agree.
Ms. McLeod: Agree.
Hon. Mr. Istchenko: Agree.
Hon. Mr. Dixon: Agree.
Mr. Hassard: Agree.
Ms. Hanson: D’accord.

Are there any other members who wish to
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Mr. Tredger: Agree.
Ms. Moorcroft: D’accord.
Ms. White: Agree.
Ms. Stick: Agree.
Mr. Barr: Agree.
Mr. Elias: Agree.
Mr. Silver: Agree.
Clerk: Mr. Speaker, the results are 18 yea, nil nay.

Speaker: The yeas have it. | declare the motion, as
amended, carried.
Motion No. 24 agreed to as amended

Motion No. 115

Clerk: Motion No. 115, standing in the name of Ms.
McLeod.
Speaker: Itis moved by the Member for Watson Lake

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon to-co
tinue working with industry, communities and FiMtions to
promote the Yukon tourism brand that markets Yulsnan
attractive year-round destination.

Ms. McLeod: Each year, the Department of Tourism
and Culture publishes their annual tourism plart thetails
where they are marketing, who they are marketingnit how
they will market and then the goals and objectibey are try-
ing to achieve. At the end of the year, they alsadpce an
associated report card that lets Yukoners know Huwsy've
done. Few jurisdictions in the country have thigrde of
transparency and accountability.

In the plan you will find a listing of the departnts key
marketing programs and initiatives, including traldwing:
the vacation planner and vacation guide, which ptes) all
Yukon regions and tourism businesses across theotgr the
Travel Yukon website that gives potential visitamformation
and contacts to help them plan their trip; a cgtdge digital
strategy that outlines the department’s electrooic/ine and
social media marketing plans; a global media refatistrategy
to enhance the impact and reach of the departmergtia and
public relations initiatives and help leverage thsources and
support of key partners around the world; adoptbthe Ca-
nadian Tourism Commission Explorer Quotient segteot
program to help Tourism Yukon more effectively &trgoten-
tial travellers from around the world and enhartee depart-
ment's presence in the commission’s marketing fEog, the
domestic Destination: Yukon campaign; the Yukonngce
drives program; our work with the Yukon ConventiBareau
to promote the Yukon as a meeting, convention acdritive
travel destination, which results in millions oflides of direct
spending in the territory each year; our work winort Yukon
to promote the Yukon as a sport tourism destinattortake
advantage of the incredible infrastructure we havehe terri-
tory, and yesterday the Minister of Community Seesgitold us
about the upcoming women'’s fastball championship®iog
to the Yukon — so some proof that it's working; ewrk with
the Wilderness Tourism Association of Yukon to poben
Yukon as a world-class wilderness tourism destmatithe
Tourism North marketing consortium between Yukotaska,
Alberta and B.C. targeting the long-haul, rubbes-tnarket; a
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joint Yukon-Alaska marketing program; the Canadisrth
marketing partnership with Nunavut and Northwestritaies
and the maintenance of general sales agents in &grand
Japan.

Tourism Yukon also continues to attract visitorsd an
maximize revenues for tourism operators by pursoipgortu-
nities in the winter and what were traditionallye thpring and
fall shoulder seasons to truly establish the tanyitlas a year-
round destination. Thank you.

Mr. Barr: I will start by saying | will be the sole
speaker on behalf of the Official Opposition, amgpéfully we
can get back to the budget.

I would like to start by saying that as a musician small
business owner, | support the efforts to attrasttatis within
Canada and from around the world. The Departmeritoof-
ism has noted that there is a $27:1 return on tnvest, and |
have a hard time seeing any other sector that gessesuch a
return for Yukoners.

However, | have a significant concern about ounbiag
efforts. While we have a magnificent brand to qfferbrand
must be based on a reality, otherwise it is fatwb misleading
advertising. My concern is that behind the brandsse this
government picking one winner over others. Tourisrtaking
a back seat to mineral and oil and gas developniatitactive
industries seem to have this government’s ear @nlaeiart and
mind. | would like to quote a letter from Neil Hizmty, Chair of
the Tourism Industry Association of Yukon: “In oBeptember
Tourism Times | wrote, ‘The looming election is a great un-
known and the interests of tourism businesses hrattge bal-
ance.” Well, the results of the election are int barly signs
indicate that the interests of tourism businessasimue to
hang in the balance.

tershed Planning process. Disregarding First Natomern-
ments, 7 years of work by the Planning Commissiuth f@ed-
back from thousands of Yukoners, it is no surptiss the re-
action has been swift and, save for a few unsungrigoices,
angry. Overnight, coffee shop chatter and dinnkletaliscus-
sions shifted from Rendezvous, the Quest and inipgrubli-
days to land planning processes, free enterpridethankind of
Yukon we want to live in — and the kind of Yukon weant
our grand- and our great-grandchildren to live in.

“Within weeks, Yukoners were then asked to partitgpn
consultations about oil and gas disposition in Beut Yukon.
It appeared the decision was predetermined, prog@athother
outcry by residents — and, as it turns out, a nundfecon-
cerned European tourists and potential touristsedis

“To be clear, this is not a mining/no-mining debdtds a
discussion about where, how, when and at what &aston
has room for harvesting, resource extraction, afitice, tour-
ism and outfitting, as well as two- and four-leggéokoners
seeking recreation or seclusion. This diversity canexist
within the territory.

“l am a long-time Yukoner and local business owiien.
also chair of an industry association that reprsskeandreds of
Yukoners running successful local businesses. Haclus
wants a prosperous, dynamic, diverse economy. Edchs
depends on natural resources to heat our homegyuuelec-
tronics and drive our cars. But we also desernaahahance to
operate our businesses — just as every Yukonendssa real
chance to have their voices heard.

“Beginning, primarily, as a mining charter, todaysr
North has grown to service locals, tourists, mingognpanies
and every industry in between. This didn't occuetwight.
They took methodical steps to grow when the busirgan
made sense — and never at the risk of losing tteeg market.

“The uncertainty began when WestJet announced theifhey never, in my opinion, underestimated the irtgooze of

plans to fly to Whitehorse. We, as an industry,evenallenged
to marry our commitment to free enterprise with \ing that
one of our own was under siege.

In talking with our members, it was clear we haltidane-
fited greatly from the competition that Air Nortfiukon’s Air-
line, brought in 2002. We now enjoy tickets that priced the
lowest in 30 years — perhaps the lowest ever wioerected
for inflation. We benefit from local jobs, local mhasing and
significant infrastructure that would not be hefeAir North
was based in the south.

“In addition, by partnering with the Vuntut GwitechFirst
Nation, encouraging local shareholders and donatinpcal
events and causes, Air North has set a high bazdiormunity
benefits. Based on the tremendous public outcry biegan
minutes after the announcement, it was clear thegesfits
have been widely enjoyed.

“On February 13, the government issued a presssele
committing support Air North. In it, they recogniz¢he eco-
nomic contributions of a local carrier and the ridtey have
played promoting Yukon as a tourism destinatione Tov-
ernment seemed to be listening to its constituents.

“Unfortunately, the very next day, the governmenilat-
erally announced eight new principles into the HRiger Wa-

community benefit and listening to their clientsldeas to live
by, if you ask me.”

What Mr. Hartling said is that we must have a bedsgh
approach. There is room for all, but only if themanaged in a
respectful, consultative manner.

I would also suggest that we not kill the goose thid the
golden egg in our rush to feed China’s economyit Thehere
the problem lies. With regard to the Peel — it esgnts the
untamed, undeveloped beauty that Yukoners markiettists.
The Peel is not only a representation, howeveis Bn eco-
nomic generator for a number of small businessethioMayo
region and for the host of people who are empldgetiis sec-
tor and its spin-offs. By picking mineral extractiover other
values, we undercut the brand we seek to markettlanine
from.

Whitehorse Trough oil and gas: the southern Yulsoour
gateway to the hundreds of thousands of touriste Wwalp
make our economy diverse and not dependent on atiner
prices. Recent reports have indicated that theHheowntLakes
area is best suited for an amazing tourism indugttywe have
this sector of oil and gas development pendinghi \White-
horse Trough. Do tourists want to see oil rigsgfnanted land-
scapes and wilderness developed, or to drink agtimpe wa-
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ter? Is the sight of flaring gas wells the firggtdi we wish to
provide as visitors fly into Whitehorse? | thinktn¥es, Daw-
son City generates tourism with the gold mininguistdy, but
that is because that history is 100 years old. Bhike plan for
the territory? If so, we need to update our adstaaddings.
Keno: residents gave Keno a new lease on life bgldging a
vibrant local tourism industry. These are the peaptho stayed
after the mining left, and they built a new towoand tourism.
This is now threatened by mining and mining roacdlslb sides
of Keno, not just near but literally right on top the town.
This is an example of the government choosing oimnev
over another industry. Where is the balance? Theretis free-
entry staking, where opening up wilderness to nginimy be
difficult to market Yukon as an attractive destioat Without
any land use plans, how is tourism logically in@ddn the
economy? These are just a few of the examples rdmat
through my head when | sat down to develop my nesp@and,
| must say, it saddened me. As the wild remainsl,vgb does
the dream of people to walk, visit and live in tgkon. This is
true not only for visitors, but Yukoners too.

I would like to read from the website of the compdinat
developed the Larger than Life logo: In 2006, TsenriYukon
undertook a major consumer research project thamaed
what visitors think of in association with Yukomdawhy they
visit the Yukon Territory in Canada. The Yukon latgoroject
also defined the brand elements that capture tlggierspirit of
the Yukon. The Yukon branding study resulted irebf dis-
tinctive brand elements that reflect the warmth aeduty of
Yukon’s people, landscapes, culture and history.

This branding appears to be at odds with realityttoa
ground and unfortunately it may be misleading. Timigtion
doesn’t do the Department of Tourism and Culturstije.
They have a much better strategy than simply promgahe
brand. Supporting First Nation tourism venturestigh trans-
fer payments to NGOs, cultural and archeologicahmtions
and centres, maintenance of history sites, museynposts for
artists and collections, as well as marketing adotimre world.
Although | support this motion, | wonder why we nah go
further.

Hon. Mr. Nixon: I'd like to thank the Member for
Watson Lake for bringing this motion forward and &lso like
to thank the members opposite for their supporthte motion
in the spirit of cooperation. | guess before | govath what |
have to say here, I'm incredibly honoured to woikhveuch a
fantastic team at Tourism and Culture.

For those of us who are fortunate enough to callténri-
tory our home, or have experienced Yukon through dtve-
struck impressions of a visiting family member diriand, we
can understand how Yukon’s staggering beauty, land
historical richness make an impact that stays wé#hhrough-
out our lifetime. How often do we pause just to sider how
our Yukon stories are told around the world and hine
breathtaking landscapes that frame our daily drigesork and
provide the backdrops of our weekend playgroungsuca the
imaginations of people around the country and adothre
globe?

How does the spell of Robert W. Service’'s movingdgo
leave the page to become an actual experience®el grzat
confidence in this Yukon Party government to suppiog De-
partment of Tourism and Culture in its partnershith indus-
try that impassions the hundreds of thousands sifové who
come each year in their pursuit of outdoor advergudancing
aurora borealis and events and festivals that gracealleries
and stages throughout the year.

It's due to the efforts of this dedicated team thitory
comes alive for visitors as they retrace the fegstof ancient
Beringian creatures, First Nation traders and datexd gold
seekers.

It is due to the efforts of this Yukon Party govaent, the
department and industry that | stand before yoaydd recog-
nize and applaud the marketing challenges andrdhga-life
successes of which I'm honoured to serve as mmisim
arts, archives, historic sites, heritage resoumnmeseums, pale-
ontology, archeology, marketing or product develepm
Tourism Yukon works diligently to give both Yukoesidents
and visitors to the territory a rich and divers@enence all 12
months of the year through its Destination: Yukoaitiatives.

Through strategic and collaborative partnershipth whe
private sector and other governments, the depattemaiches
our lives by generating long-term economic growtid aeve-
nues through the development and marketing of Yisktour-
ism industry and by maximizing socio-cultural betsefor both
residents and visitors through the preservatioveldpment
and interpretation of historic resources, visutgrary and per-
forming arts and cultural industries.

Through its efforts to attract Yukon's key targetdeences
from around the world, the department has beenesséally
positioning the territory as a destination whei@vétlers can
discover and create experiences that are trulyetattgan life.
Tourism is one of the world’s largest industried @one of its
fastest growing economic sectors. In Yukon, theagyic tour-
ism sector contributes positively to the territand to the lives
of Yukoners in numerous ways that we may not alwatyrb-
ute due credit. Each year, tourism contributes atr§@00 mil-
lion to the economy, and one in four Yukon busieesgener-
ates a part of their revenues from tourism. Ofeéhassinesses,
more than half of their revenues are directly bitied to tour-
ism.

I would now like to provide some brief context assbme
of the challenges that the tourism industry facgess the ter-
ritory, across the county and around the world @utine some
of the strategies the department employs to messetithal-
lenges head on.

Early in 2010, a rising Canadian dollar, uncertamound
a U.S. economic recovery, and a reduction in crafgp pas-
sengers to Alaska were all factors that were grdteid to nega-
tively affect visitation to the territory that year

Despite these overwhelming global trends, Yukon alem
strated its unsurpassed resilience and postedcagaie in Visi-
tation numbers that exceeded visitation prior te tlamatic
global economic downturn that rocked the world iD0&.
While the majority of jurisdictions in Canada westdl strug-
gling to achieve their pre-2008 levels of visitatioYukon
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boasted a 10-percent increase in visitation in 20i®act, ac-
cording to the international travel data suppligd Siatistics
Canada, Yukon led the country in growth of one-areanight
travel by non-residents, outperforming every offoeisdiction
in the country.

In 2011, more than 309,000 visitors entered Yukemich
recorded strong growth in visitation from other @dian juris-
dictions and overseas markets. This reflects tipadment’s
strategy to focus on the markets versus the U.$heasveak-
ened American economy has had an impact on thtatsi
from that market.

awards such as two first-place Canadian Tourism r@igsion
Northern Lights Awards just in 2012 — one for aticle fea-
turing skiing in the Tombstones and the other footpgraphy
for aBaltimore Qun article featuring Yukon.

We're also encouraging the travel trade to promfitkon
product by creating advocates for our brand and eoyeri-
ences that have resulted in the hosting of ovetrd&l trade
and media planners right here in the territory #mel depart-
ment’'s participation in an additional 13 traveldeaconsumer
and media marketplaces outside of the Yukon.

The department has a long and illustrious histolgmnvit

As the 2012 summer tourism season fast approachespmes to the involvement in and partnerships forgexind

global economic conditions, fuel prices, currenkuctuations
and border issues remain as some of the conditiendepart-
ment faces each day as it works to market Yukothaslesti-
nation of choice among a host of competing jurisaolics.

The good news is that tourism has proven a st@tsta-
ble and resilient economic generator for Yukon, aend prod-
ucts and brand name remain in demand for worldetiens.
Tourism is working more closely with its partnerean ever
before to discover and seize opportunities to medmvisita-
tion and revenues. Some of the strategic marketintgproduct
development, visitor services and research inigatiinclude
effective, market-driven promotion of the territdtyrough the
integration of the Larger than Life brand and eigraes in all
target markets, as well as enhanced overseas nmaykpitia-
tives with the support of the Canadian Northernrieenic De-
velopment Agency, or CanNor, as it's more commdmigwn,
and also enhanced domestic marketing initiativesuih the
pan-north program to entice Canadians south ob&flscover
the north, with the support of CanNor and in pathi with
Nunavut and the Northwest Territories and also robd part-
nerships with Alaska to leverage its marketing effdo attract
visitors to Yukon and also the continued developnuérheri-
tage attractions in all regions of Yukon in suppafrtcultural
tourism that is sustainable and respectful of hgatand envi-
ronmental values.

Finally, the provision of sage stewardship of arritory’'s
artistic, cultural and historic resources, heritaggource man-
agement and sustainability.

I'd be remiss today if | did not touch upon somettoé
highlights of the operational units that make up department.
The marketing unit team delivers a fully integratadrketing
program to consumers, the travel trade and thenatenal
travel media. The programs have resulted in inangason-
sumer awareness through vehicles that have gedera¢e 210
million impressions via on-line marketing initiadis, over
230,000 qualified inquiries from potential visitoed over
240,000 unique visitors to the department’'s webgMso, it
exposed over 23.6 million consumers to the depantie
brand.

We’'re also soliciting and hosting internationavebmedia
to promote Yukon product and create destinationremess,
including the hosting of 80 journalists and broatdeess from
around the world.

major events for use in the promotion of the Yukbtost re-
cently, Tourism Yukon utilized the national marketi cam-
paign centered on the 2007 Canada Winter GametharD10
Winter Olympic Games to maximize promotion of thésri-
tory.

On our doorstep and a major coup for both the dieymant
and the territory is Yukon being awarded the hastidation
for Canadian Tourism Commission’s 2012 GoMedia @ana
Marketplace to be held in Whitehorse May 27 to GbMedia
Marketplace, the premier networking event for Cantmlirism
industry professionals and international travel rmgdill bring
over 120 print and on-line journalists and broatEasfrom
around the world to the territory to glean the $atend most
coveted Yukon travel stories. The resulting unpaitiia cov-
erage is expected to generate hundreds of thousdrdtdlars
of equivalent advertising value, and | think thatai low esti-
mate.

Yukon venues and businesses such as suppliersrfiesp
and tour operators will reap promotional and finahbenefits.
This is the first time the GoMedia Marketplace bagn hosted
north of 60 and marks the Canadian Tourism Comonissi
long-standing and continued respect of Tourism Yikabil-
ity and excellence in the delivery of major iniéat

Along with Tourism Yukon’s delivery of strategic nkat-
ing programs targeting Canada and our neighbourshén
United States, they also initiate strategic proom®iin eight
overseas markets that include Germany, Switzerlaostralia,
the U.K., Japan, France, the Netherlands and S¢utka. Two
markets | would like to point to members that haeeformed
well and are worth mentioning are Australia andaapgver
the past five years, visitation from Australia lggewn 35 per-
cent. In Japan, due to the development and promaticnew
Whitehorse aurora viewing packages, visitation fithiat mar-
ket has dramatically increased this past winted, \&a expect it
to continue to climb.

Critical to overseas growth is the need for aireasc The
department continues to actively work and explae oppor-
tunities with international air carriers. Condodgect flights
from Frankfurt to Whitehorse each summer seasoraarex-
ample of the department’s success in attractingairiers to
the territory. In addition, the department helpeddcilitate a
strategic partnership and interline arrangementéeh Condor
and Air North, the Yukon'’s airline. Did you knowahwe are

The resulting coverage generated over $31 million ithe smallest jurisdiction in North American to riveedirect

equivalent advertising value. We received numermedia

access from Frankfurt?
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Yukon'’s visitor information centres or our VICs \White-
horse, Dawson, Haines Junction, Beaver Creek, @sscand
Watson Lake help the department showcase eachnrefjithe
territory and provide visitors with current and alitd informa-
tion on the things they want to do and see in th&on. The
six VICs boast 42 seasonal workers, most of whowre lreen
with the unit for over 15 years and provide a vitak with
other communities and cultural and interpretive ticn
throughout Yukon and in neighbouring jurisdictio®pening
this May is the new Champagne and Aishihik Firstibtes Da
Ky cultural centre in Haines Junction from which tHE will
operate.

The overarching theme of this stunning modern itgcié
Yukon culture and art, and the centre will offesitors with a
gallery feel, set, of course, against the beautifidkdrop of the
St. Elias mountain range. The centre features 2&wof art
by Yukon artisans and designers and is yet anctfeflar ex-
ample of the department’s focus on partnerships.

Last, however certainly not least, is the departiagrod-
uct development and research team, which workslglasith
industry to support and provide business counsehelp ad-
vance product development and knowledge of the simgu
track the performance of the department’'s promali@iforts
and collect accurate and current market intelligetacstrategi-
cally inform the department in its ongoing effaidsvard a sus-
tainable tourism industry.

The department, of course, cannot exist in isalatod
thrives on the partnerships that it has forged. @apartment
looks to the Tourism Industry Association of thekgn, or
TIA, as it's more commonly called, to ensure tha industry
remains strong and vibrant and sustainable inegllons of the
territory. TIA Yukon is the industry associationr favell over
500 members and represents all facets of the indughe or-
ganization facilitates tourism awareness campaigtise terri-
tory and is the conduit of key information betweeadustry,
governments and industry associations. TIA Yukonoadtes
the vital role tourism plays in all of our livesdthe crucial
contributions the industry makes to our economy @mdqual-
ity of life. The Senior Marketing Committee, or SMiE a sub-
committee of TIA that's made up of industry repraséves
that bring a wealth of on-the-ground marketing amdustry
experience to the tourism table.

tourism industry, including those that belong toATIthe
Yukon Convention Bureau and the Yukon First Natidosir-
ism Association, to name a few, for the invaluabdmtribu-
tions they make to our territory.

Also key to the department’s success is the cottbhe
relationship it maintains with the Canadian Touri©@@mmis-
sion as they work together to create a compellingtation to
visit Yukon. These organizations also help the depent tell
our Yukon story in ways that connect visitors tormoeable
experiences in the territory.

In closing, | want to acknowledge the challengesttiur-
ism industry faces in marketing the territory t@ tivorld and
recognize the strategies the department embracesrooehalf
to overcome them. The department’s team is higagarded
by its peers both in and beyond the territory andfien called
upon to participate in national and internationaineittees to
provide expertise to key national initiatives —tiigiives that
develop Yukon’s tourism industry and provide uswaith an
increased quality of life, reminding us of who we and where
we come from.

I look forward to voting in favour of this motion support
this Yukon Party government’s efforts to continuerking
with industry, communities and First Nations to rmpaie the
Tourism Yukon brand and market the territory asatiractive
year-round destination. | look forward to the suppaf the
other two parties to support this motion unanimpuasid find
common ground in the celebration of our vibranttungd and
rich northern traditions.

With that, Mr. Speaker, | will turn the floor oves mem-
bers opposite for their comments.

Mr. Silver: | rise today to comment on Motion No.
115, put forward by the Member for Watson Lake, ackhén-
courages government, industry, community and HRiation
collaboration to promote the Yukon for year-rourmdirtsm.
During this legislative sitting we will address nyaissues im-
portant to Yukoners. My colleague, the Member farntut
Gwitchin, and | are committed to giving them thmei and
attention they deserve. To play our part in acc@shpig that,
my comments today will be brief and | will be thelyspeaker
on behalf of the Liberal caucus.

I have the great honour of representing the Kloadén

Appointed by TIA Yukon, the members of SMC work on area with a long and dramatic history and a great df appeal

behalf of the industry to provide marketing advérel recom-
mendations to the department. While the effortshef SMC
help to shape the strategic direction of our mamggbrograms,
the department continues to work with communitiegjions,
other stakeholder groups and NGOs to increasestoureve-
nues. Through community tours, meetings and our inelvs-
try-specific  website, which can be found

to tourists today. The Klondike Visitors Associatiencour-
ages travellers to come for the history and staytie adven-
ture. The area has been home to the vibrant Trioht¥&ch’in
First Nation for many generations. The gold rushivdesd
more than just a chance at great wealth for praspgcand the
era’s characters and stories live on today. Weyeajounparal-

at leled natural environment, perfect for outdoor exation and

www.travelyukon.com/industfywe are able to keep stake- exploring. We share our history, our heritage and lsome

holders and industry operators informed with upkbe infor-
mation on our activities, including a marketingesadar, buy-in
opportunities to our programs, research, resouraenal, and
toolkits to help operators make better businessers.

On behalf of this government and the Departmeritafr-
ism and Culture, | would like to recognize the effoof our

community with many thousands of tourists everyryea

To be sure, we would like to share our communityhwi
more tourists. Their patronage feeds a key parpwf local
economy. This motion calls for marketing Yukon ayesmr-
round destination and Dawson City would certaingnéfit
from a longer tourism season.
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Currently, the tourism season dies down signifigaafter
Discovery Days or, as the locals call it, “Discoy®d The
show still goes on at Diamond Tooth Gertie’s thtieees a
night, seven days a week, but after the Westmaukstélter
out after the first show, the rest of the nighguste quiet.

There is an opportunity to expand the tourism sedso
marketing Dawson City as an ideal location for cogpe re-
treat weekends. | pitched this idea of a corpogaté tourna-
ment, followed by entertainment at Gertie’s, to tublic rela-
tions department at Predator Group. The idea walswith
great enthusiasm. Imagine the influx to the loca@r®my if
one week Ford Canada CEOs and executives took tbeer
town; the next week, Apple or Rogers Telecommuioosat
Successfully marketing Dawson City this way to éigbmpa-
nies will extend the tourism industry a month othei side of
the short season. “Larger than Life” should alsplypo Tour-
ism’s marketing strategies, Mr. Speaker.

Whatever direction the department goes in, | implitem
to allow the Klondike Visitors Association to bethe table. In
the last decade, we have seen their responsibildecrease
from being a player in the tourism marketing engittejust
keeping the doors of the casino open. They haveemaajor
cuts to staffing and entertainment costs just &y stfloat, yet
their contribution formula to Yukon Lotteries remsi the
same. | applaud the excellent work of the local K'gtaff.
They are an amazing, extremely intelligent, and mditted
community-orientated group.

As the House considers this motion for the Yukom-go
ernment to work with stakeholders to promote yeamd tour-
ism, | urge the Minister of Tourism to invite thédkdike Visi-
tors Association to their conversation and to taleantage of
their expertise and their enthusiasm for a vibtantism indus-
try in the Klondike.

To move from Klondike tourism to the territory geaky,
we encourage the government to work with the ingussso-
ciations, including the KVA, but also Yukon Histcal and
Museums Association as well as the umbrella groufeu-
ism Industry Association of Yukon. We also encoeragv-
ernment to work with industry to enhance meetirgsven-
tions, and incentive travel, particularly duringwl periods for
accommodations in April and over the December ardidry
period.

Opportunities also exist to partner with businesdesady
in the Yukon to help promote the tourism industmotigh their
company media departments. For example, look at\kst-
mark Hotels website. It shows pictures and inforamabn their
hotels and that’s it. Hundreds of thousands of feeuisit these
and similar websites. This could be a great carfgasnore
comprehensive Yukon tourism information and an bewoe
opportunity to develop new partnerships within ittdustry.

Opportunities also exist in our rich First Natiartare and
heritage in the Yukon. Our First Nation art, cut@nd heritage
allow the Yukon to differentiate itself. Lots ofgues in the
world are beautiful and remote, but the wellspfigraditional
arts is very strong here and very unique. A padictocus on
developing and building First Nation performingsaand tradi-
tional artifacts would build on the momentum thatu@cil of

Yukon First Nations’ cultural contingent at the ®lgics
started. We believe this has appeal for a wide e@asfgdemo-
graphics that might be interested in visiting thek¥n.

This motion urges the Yukon government to work with
First Nations in developing year-round tourism. Badkis in-
clude Yukon government support for developing ethaind
cultural attractions? Currently, it seems that thest work
needed to sustain festivals and other tourist-cedterganiza-
tions is done by volunteers and societies.

Government tourism product development is currefaty
cused primarily on delivering awareness workshopsdrease
industry knowledge. The focus is also on supportimpstry
stakeholders through their productive developmanentives
and initiatives, including projects identified, begractices,
code of conduct and industry education presentatiaith
broad benefits to the Yukon tourism industry.

We would suggest that the department should redirec
some resources as it pursues its mandate to wankYukon's
tourism industry to meet emerging and existing ratirite-
mand. The department would better serve our contyigni
existing institutions and festivals if, rather thaviewing and
delivering workshops, they contribute financiallpdaallow
local control over decisions that affect local coumities. This
is where their product development expertise wdgdmost
usefully applied.

In closing, as promised, that | would keep our canta
brief today — in short, we believe that the YukasHhe peo-
ple, the culture and the environment to bring wmrifrom
around the globe. We encourage the governmentdondspn
attracting domestic tourists in the gateway marlkéta/estern
Canada. We encourage the government to develomgte
measures to determine the real return on investrfeomn re-
search devoted to tourism marketing and also t@mcd our
industry, we must work with all stakeholders, irithg those
community organizations, like the Klondike Visitofssocia-
tion, who are already experts in their areas.

A year-round tourism season can build on the sthenge
already have. We will be supporting this motionagpdand we
thank everybody for their words.

Hon. Ms. Taylor: I am very thrilled to rise to speak to
this motion. As some members may have grown to rbeco
familiar, | am very passionate about tourism anltlice. As the
previous Minister of Tourism and Culture for someenyears,
I've learned a few things about the industry. Tisatvhy I'm
very pleased to see this motion coming forward.iAgkd like
to extend my heartfelt thanks to the Member for $&atLake
for bringing attention to the importance of tourigmour terri-
tory.

As has already been pointed out, there could bgues-
tion that there are a number of challenges fadngism, and
not just in the territory, but worldwide. It is kmese of those
challenges — and | refer to 9/11 and flooding aordt fires,
and there was the SARS outbreak at one time. TWwere out-
breaks of rivalries worldwide — a litany of varioissues that
have all impacted our tourism industry globally.
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As a result, over the years, it has really enccenlags as a
government to work very closely and collaborativeligh the
tourism industry. What it has done as well is emaga us to be
strategic in how we market the Yukon as a destinatf
choice through the good work of the Department ofirism
and Culture, working in collaboration with entitissch as the
Senior Marketing Committee, which is comprised rafividu-
als with marketing expertise — not necessarily tase any
geographic region of the territory, but those imdiisals who
actually are familiar with tourism marketing ane atery pas-
sionate about how we go about attracting visitorthé Yukon.

So, as a result, Senior Marketing Committee has lee
force and in effect and it is a mechanism that rspdirectly
through to the Tourism Industry Association of tfiekon. |
think that partnership has worked very, very wgllhen we
talk about tourism, it's really important to talk@ut resiliency
— because of all of these differences and challenigat have
been brought about over the years, tourism hasdaecome
very resilient to change all the time. As a result,have had to
become more responsive to those changes and howawe
more effectively market the Yukon as a destinatibohoice. |
would like to just thank our Senior Marketing Contteé and
thank the many organizations — TIA Yukon; there bagn
mention of the Yukon Convention Bureau, Yukon Quest
there are many, many organizations throughouteh#dry —
Klondike Visitors Association as well — that the f2etment
of Tourism and Culture continues to work very clgseith on
all of the delivery of its marketing programs.

When we talk about marketing, we also talk abositet
services and product development and we talk akesgarch
as well. When we talk about tourism, the mandéateparse, is
that when it comes to delivering tourism marketprggrams,
the Department of Tourism and Culture has takery geri-
ously that it be industry-led, research-based,raatket-driven.
Those three lines that form part of the mandatthefDepart-
ment of Tourism and Culture are really housed withir an-
nual tourism implementation plan, which the MLA fafatson
Lake did speak to — very eloquently, | might addir-that in
effect, it's a blueprint for every year. It setg thirection as to
where we are to dedicate our resources in all dielghether
product development, visitor services, marketiegearch, and
so forth. Then at the end of the year, there isp@nt card that
is also delivered and it reports upon whether drwe have
met our targeted outcomes — and by and large we.hav

| think it is a testament to the very spirit anc thery
strength of the partnerships that tourism has ladémto gener-
ate over the years with industry. Partnershipsreafly at the
heart of being effective when it comes to marketing terri-
tory, because it doesn't just rest on the shouldérsne par-
ticular government or one particular agency or padicular
community, it's a shared responsibility. Just tadkeach and
every individual in this territory — it's really vett makes us
proud to call Yukon our home. It's because of thend of the
territory; the brand of the tourism market. It motly helps at-
tract visitors from all over the globe to come hanel visit, but
it also encourages individuals to come here argktaip shop,
to invest and to raise families and to add to thadlity of life

as we know it today. So it is very important tha mave a very
healthy tourism sector and, likewise, all the sectbat also
help advance our tourism brand.

That, of course, has to do with heritage; it hasldowith
our historic resources; it that has to do with filam and sound
recording; and it has to do with our other culturadustries,
arts and culture to be sure. | think that becauseare small
enough as a territory, we have been able to effegtiwork
together on all of those elements that make theastmubrand
so strong and powerful in the Yukon, and as a tdwas en-
abled the Yukon to be resilient and to be abledld fits own
when it comes to continuing to attract visitorseoyearly basis.

The Minister of Tourism and Culture made referetme
many partnerships, whether it is working with thbes two
territories, Northwest Territories and Nunavut, tre Pan
North Consortium marketing approach — that has wdrk
really well since the first initiation of the Lodd4p North mar-
keting campaign that was launched during the Candofer
Games. Now, thanks to the Government of Canadahéofirst
time in many years, | might add, we are now prongtihe
north through the subsequent Pan North Consortiamketing
program that takes advantage of all the investmientie B-
roll, and the high definition video, and photogrgphk- all the
assets that go toward making our tourism brandesp strong.

Likewise, our partnerships with the State of Alaskawve
talked about Tourism North, which is a very stramjabora-
tion with the Alaska Travel Industry Associatiordas how we
market Alaska and Yukon as a brand. It has worlag well.
By leveraging those resources through the govertrokthe
State of Alaska and through other partnership$iag really
served Yukon well.

Other partnerships — again, thanks to the Goverhmogn
Canada, we have been able to leverage additioniérslo
through CanNor for overseas funding marketing pastnips
— again, another form of cooperative marketing.ldng on
the good work that has been done in the past, ir@aut to
some of our target markets and key internationatseas mar-
kets, working with the wholesalers and the gensaibds agents
overseas — this, too, is yet another strength aasl Helped
Yukon to weather the storm in terms of the recestiat has
very much hit the United States hard, which haspbg and
large, the major market of importance for respectiggions
such as the Yukon over the years. As a result, evbien able
to diversify our interest in the tourism marketsl ave’'ve been
able to reach out to international markets oversi&gain, that
has a lot to be said.

Likewise, we’ve been able to partner with localcrriers
— Air North, to be sure — on promoting Yukon in sewf our
key gateway cities. | refer to Edmonton, Calgarg &ancou-
ver and to some extent, Ottawa and the Greaterniorrea.
“Destination: Yukon” folding into the Pan North Csortium
marketing approach has worked very well too. lvedrvery
well and, as a result, we've seen flourishing nurslwehen it
comes to the Canadian market, as we have seee intdrna-
tional markets, as well, to help compensate witmesaf that
loss in the United States market.
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Again, really, it has all very much contributedhtp indus-
try working in collaboration with many different tdres
throughout the Government of Yukon and also working
partnership with many organizations throughoutténgtory.

Of course, when it comes to advocating and groviirey
tourism market or tourism brand, so to speakngsjust about
markets; it's about investments in key infrastruetin support
of the growth of the tourism industry. When we talkout in-
ternational markets, that is why it is so very impot that we
continue to invest in air access, which has coetinto see
tremendous growth over the recent years. That's wéycon-
tinue to invest in airports and infrastructure. this year's
budget we are talking about extending sewer anématcess
beyond the airport within the perimeter of the aitfgo be able
to facilitate that added growth. A second jetwaysgemger
bridge is also integral in helping our added groimthir travel.
That is a very key market. Likewise, continued stweents in
Dawson City, Old Crow and others as a result ofifpelriven
by the local economic markets, for which tourisns laagreat
significant role to play.

When it comes to other infrastructure, | touch upmm
heritage assets and heritage institutions — ourenmas and
our Yukon cultural centres. We've seen tremendaosvil in
capacity among our heritage sector over the ydegain, it's
working in collaboration with entities such as tfiekon His-
torical and Museums Association, Yukon Heritage dReses
Board and all the various museum associationsptizeds of
directors, cultural centres, First Nation governtaeand by
making funding available. We have seen a real ihimg of
the importance of the heritage sector in the Yukon.

Of course, there was reference made earlier todayta
the cultural centres — one being Kwanlin Dun CwtuCentre
housed on the Whitehorse waterfront. What a trermesidddi-
tion to the Whitehorse waterfront and what a tretioeris asset
to the territory as a very important icon and amctiat is
housed along the waterfront. We are going to besefimuch
by having that particular facility in place.

| recall being at the Adaka Cultural Festival Igstr on
the Whitehorse waterfront, although it was situadenlind the
Old Fire Hall — another great cultural venue thas tgovern-
ment has helped bring to life with the Yukon Artenre and
the Chamber of Commerce.

The cultural festival was a phenomenal succesd &ndw
that this year it will be even bigger and bettecahese it will be
situated surrounding the Kwanlin Dun Cultural Centfhe
collaboration between the library — another verypamant
venue in terms of having additional public spaceilable —
it's a tremendous example of a partnership thattirey to our
tourism brand.

The new Champagne and Aishihik Cultural Centrees y
another accomplishment to give tremendous crediCham-
pagne and Aishihik First Nations. That has beemcgept, an
initiative, in the making for many, many years ahdy have
done their research. They have done their homeveort
they've reached out and, as a result, we have a gatner-
ship with Tourism Yukon — a new visitor informatiaentre
coming to fruition this summer and the additionRafrks Can-

ada as well. That also helps add to the strengthetourism
brand.

Initiatives such as the Tombstone Interpretive @ent
housed within the heart of the territorial parkttbar govern-
ment designated, in collaboration with the Tr'ondékéch’in
First Nation, some years ago. That, too, is helpingdd to the
strength of our vision for the territory as an adtive place to
visit.

Waterfront improvements — | just touched upon tlegvn
Kwanlin Dun Cultural Centre, but that doesn’'t exake into
account over $21-million worth of investments itet added
features along the waterfront, whether it's intetjwe trails or
lighting or investments in the expansion of the Biade Mu-
seum and the Old Fire Hall, the refurbishment efttiolley and
the extension of the trolley along the waterfrand also the
roundhouse, which houses that as well — all thaifagnt
investments by the City of Whitehorse and many otheat-
ners. Again, this is adding to making us a veryaative desti-
nation by having those added features, added #tinac to
ensure that visitors do stay longer in the teryitor

There have been significant increases and improntste
infrastructure and signage at highway pullouts ty Depart-
ment of Tourism and Culture, working with Environmhend
Highways and Public Works. Significant investmecsitinue
to be made in our highway infrastructure, and Isure that the
Minister of Highways and Public Works will talk alitosome
of those investments that also make us a veryctiiteaand
accessible place for many.

| spoke briefly about investments in festivals, tsas the
Adéka Cultural Festival. There was also a discussibout
Dawson City Music Festival. Investments have beedenin
funding mechanisms, whether it is the tourism coafpee
marketing fund or product development assistanogram or
investments made in our website to enable partioeb® able
to showcase their products and all that they haveffer as a
visitor destination.

| want to congratulate all of the tourism sectottie terri-
tory for doing a great job and working in closelabbration
with many entities, many different funding partndrs ensur-
ing that the communities are reflected in that angeision.

Rest assured that it is not an easy feat, to be but it is
one that has made us very resilient and very respeno the
changes in the global network, but | think it haade us very
strong as a territory. Again, | would just commeheé good
work and thank the Member for Watson Lake for biniggor-
ward this very important motion.

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: | also want to commend the
Member for Watson Lake for this Motion No. 115. §8 near
and dear to my heart — the tourism industry — as igiwhat |
did before | became the MLA for the Kluane riding.

I will keep most of my comments to my riding when i
comes to tourism, and | would like to talk a lith& about the
Member for Mount Lorne-Southern Lakes, and | wanex-
plain some balance — | hear the word “balance”gyaithit. |
hear it on that side of the floor and | hear ittbis side of the
floor.
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When | was a very young boy, members of the govermm
came to us and told my grandfather that they weiagyto
build a park, Kluane National Park. They told uswabBanff
and Jasper and the great tourism opportunitiesezedything
that goes with it.

rybody looks at Holland America’s website and sbesYukon
logo. They might not book through them, but they geThat'’s
something to remember with Holland America.

The access with the national parks and the co-niagag
with the First Nations — they’re looking at sometloat. Back

| became a member of the Kluane Park Managementhen Bill Brewster was MLA, he was pushing to gebad in

Board many years later and there were big concaost the
lack of people using the national parks. The Priviaister
spoke up about wanting all Canadians to be ablee®their
national parks. Kluane National Park, for those wdmm't
know, is the world’s largest non-polar ice field.also holds
the largest mountain in Canada.

Demographic user groups are changing. Baby-boomers
some of us are baby-boomers; some of us are babydrs’
kids. The five-day overnight trips in a canoe okayak —
those days are, through studies across the worltbther
you're a whitewater enthusiast, Mr. Speaker, int@€dRica
going on a trip or hiking the Himalayas or whatevernowa-
days, everybody wants to do it, but they want teety they
want to Facebook, they want to do it all. Thingsarde and
when it comes to balance, protecting an area isoaderful
thing, but you have to have balance. Our natioreak p—
through the tourism industry out, is five percemisix percent
of our travellers’ — destination people — tourismstination
is to Haines Junction and up the Alaska Highway.sMof
them are travelling back and forth to Alaska to tigesion
Denali. There are a lot more activities and acteske park in
Denali, so 95 percent of the retired tourists agepte with
money who are travelling up the Alaska Highway amido
aren’t young and agile and who aren’t hikers oelsk

Looking at the demographics and stuff, | believiahee is
a key thing. It is, and I'll give you an exampleatlay of guid-
ing in Kluane National Park with two old peoplearboat on
Kathleen Lake. We'd go and walk up between Louiakd_and
Kathleen Lake and I'd have a boat with a four-strokotor —
quite environmentally friendly, by the way — andnibuld sit
onshore there and I'd take two old guys and hokhthand
they'd have walking canes. We’d get up there fansmf the
best grayling fishing you could dream of and, & shhme time,
one of the residents who runs the business at &thLake
came by — we stopped fishing — in his canoe. He s@de
young people in there who could access more. Tlaeyped
across the lake some young people who are thadiu® per-
cent who do that sort of stuff. The balance hasetthere when
it comes to tourism. You have to have opportunities

Letter to the paper — somebody invited all MLAsdo
canoe the Peel. How do we get there? | don’t halvareh of
money to fly all my gear and supplies in. A litbé of access
here and there, a little give-and-take works fdrpaople to
develop the tourism industry.

| was very proud to see our local First Nation partbe-

there to see what's on our quarter. Libby Dulac ke great
famous artist from Haines Junction — painted aupetof the
Kaskawulsh Glacier, and it made it onto the quaitaiat was
the Yukon quarter. But who gets to see that? Whodeen it
here? Unless you've taken a glacier flight, youdrgtvseen it.
If we want the tourism industry to thrive, we haweelook at
different ideas. We have to make sure it's a baldrapproach.

Off-season, the shoulder season, the balance, Wiedk
about tourism — | was talking with the Member faakhini-
Kopper King about activities I'll be doing this wend. There
are millions of dollars going into the economy bé&tYukon
right now with a few people coming from the souttd docals
who are going out to the summit on Easter weekend.

I helped develop that park, the Tatshenshini-AlBekk.
They were going to shut down snowmobiling. They ldou
have created a bit of a storm from locals. You knmaybe the
gallery would have been filled with different peeplOkay?
But, Mr. Speaker, | sat with them and looked onaprand |
said, “Let us do a balanced approach. We do na taghut it
all down, but this is where 99 percent of them ridet a little
line on here to keep people out of this area atgdifothere.”

B.C. Parks did that. They came up three yearsrowaand
I took them. | guided them down there. The econastily
thrives; the environment is still taken care of.

The shoulder seasons: | talked with the Member for
Klondike about the shoulder seasons and creatitigtees. He
had some great ideas. And | want to talk a littie dbout
Tourism Yukon as a whole. Tourism Yukon — we hake t
Tourism department and the majority of it is in Whiorse. |
heard on the campaign trail, as | am sure the Menflie
Mayo-Tatchun did, when you talk about opportunijtipsople
should see this. We have to let Tourism Yukon kribat we
have to diversify, be a little bit out there in theral
communities — whether it is in Dawson or in Watdake,
Mayo, Carmacks, or Beaver Creek. An idea that astiihg
around right now is an interactive website, usiaghhology.
Everybody wants to Tweet stuff.

Just imagine sliding your mouse on a map of theovuk
into an area around Watson Lake and everythingishaffered
there — whether it is a campground, a businesstheét is a
liquor store; whether it is a DMV; whether it isettweigh
scales — stuff like that. We have to look to thehteology that
we have when it comes to year-round destinations.

I have spent a lot of years across the north. Elseen a
lot of Asians come to look at the northern lighthat is just an

come a co-manager — Kluane First Nation and Chamgpag untapped market. The Asian economy is good andheeld

and Aishihik First Nation — with the national park. has
opened up business opportunities. One of my frievius runs
a boat tour on Kathleen Lake is a prime exampléhaf. That
gets some of the older Holland America people —cWhis
totally free advertising through Holland Americaechuse
everybody looks at Holland America’s website andsséhe

be looking to Asia — we are already. | have someofean
friends and it is their 27time coming to the Yukon. They
landed last night and they are here for Easter am#kSo, if
we want to look at tourism, we have to look at déifging. We
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have to watch the markets and see where the menayd we
have to pull that together.

On a side note, | would really like to give a bignk you
to all the different government department staffowkiear a
badge, whether it is a conservation officer or jaspublic
highways worker who wear the Yukon logo. Those peape
our ambassadors and they are great.

organizations in the tourism and cultural industribrough
programs delivered by the Yukon Film and Sound C@ésynm
sion, Regional Economic Development branch, andirgss
and Industry Development branch. There is 4.6 mercd
Yukon’s GDP attributed directly to tourism, whileurism
businesses in the Yukon generated close to $20miDver
one-quarter of all Yukon businesses generate at kane of

| was a community reporter and spoke on CBC many #heir revenue from tourism.

time When Sandi Coleman would ask me somethingoulav
explain to her that if you see anyone with a badge govern-
ment truck, ask them. They will tell you all abdbe Yukon
and what you have to see.

That's where it starts; it starts at home. It stavith our
employees — our great government employees — agdes
further. I'm not going to speak a whole bunch morethat. |
was quite interested and | said again, when we hhis
Wednesday to debate and discuss stuff, it's nideetr differ-
ent ideas. The ministers get ideas from acrossfltlee and
through other members when we'’re sitting down tscdss
some of these things. | think it's good, Mr. Speakence
again, I'd like to thank the Member for Watson Ldke bring-
ing this motion forward.

Mr. Hassard:
to the Member for Watson Lake for bringing forwadother
important motion.

Growing up in Teslin along the Alaska Highway, Irce
tainly understand the importance of tourism in ¥heon. In
2011, the Yukon hosted nearly 310,000 visitors framound
the world, many of whom drove up the Alaska Highyaizile
others flew in, then rented RVs and motorhomegetgtra, to
travel throughout the Yukon.

Teslin is very fortunate in the fact that it is theme to
three museums, including the Teslin Tlingit Heréa@entre.
I'm happy to say that all three are truly worldsdacentres. |
would encourage everyone here today who has neadyr
done so to take a day or two, jump in their cad goito Teslin
to have a look. I'm confident that they'll be impsed.

I'd also like to inform everyone here today thatniry rid-
ing of Pelly-Nisutlin you can also find the bespkeecret of
the Yukon — this of course is Faro. With Mother'siyDfast
approaching, | encourage all of you to head upai For the
Sheep and Crane Viewing Festival, which is heleughout
the weekend and includes a community dinner onr&ayu
evening, May 12. No, they won't eat sheep.

Any of you who have not been up the South CanoldRoa

through Ross River and up the North Canol Roadal&d en-
courage you to take this trip. The scenery is sg¢omone in
the world. This is only a small part of what's dable in my
riding of Pelly-Nisutlin. Although it may be harad tbelieve,
there are other members here today who may beliateheir
own ridings are comparable to mine.

I'd find it difficult to believe if there are any embers here
today who wouldn’t support this motion.

This government understands the importance oftoutd

the economy of the Yukon. The Department of Ecomomi

Development alone provides funding assistance ®ginbases
and organizations in the tourism and cultural itdess through

The Department of Tourism and Culture works in aonj
tion with marketing partnerships that support tstuviisitation.
With the support of CanNor, the Yukon governmens ha
vested an additional $584 million in overseas miatkas well,
we continue to work with Nunavut and Northwest Tteries to
deliver a multi-year, multi-million-dollar, Pan Nébr Consor-
tium marketing campaign targeting southern Canadidn
partnership with Alaska, British Columbia and Alzerthe
Yukon continues to deliver a highly successful hdd-Alaska
marketing campaign.

In the partnership with the Alaska Travel Indusigso-
ciation, Yukon continues to implement the U.S. &@ahada
focused marketing campaign, just to name a fewhWipbudget
estimate of $22.582 million, | think it is quitewbus that tour-
ism is an important issue for this government. \&durism is

Thank you, Mr. Speaker, and thank you more important to some ridings in the Yukon thaheos, |

certainly hope that everyone in this Assembly toslates in
favour of this motion brought forward by the Memlier Wat-
son Lake.

Thank you very much.

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: I, too, rise in support of Motion
No. 115. Really, to add a little bit more to theafrnews that is
being talked about today and debated by membetisiokide
of the House, Yukon is arguably one of the greatiestina-
tions, not just in Canada, but in the world, foople to come
to and enjoy. We have Mount Logan, Canada’s tatestin-
tain and the second tallest in North America, righthe back
yard of our Member for Kluane. We have the foudihdest
river in North America.

INTRODUCTION OF VISITORS

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: I would like to recognize John
Wright, principal from Elijah Smith Elementary Saipwho
has joined the gallery. | invite everybody to wetahim.

Applause

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: The Yukon River has played a
pivotal role throughout Yukon’s history — certaintie role of
First Nations’ culture — I'm thinking back not velgng ago to
the tribute to Mr. Van Bibber and to the Van Bibldamily,
who would get on a raft in the Mayo area to go ssBon for
school — and certainly, the role the river playbdtigh the
great Klondike Gold Rush and today, for the thodsaof visi-
tors who flock here and enjoy this river. | havgoged trips
down this and other rivers, like the Pelly Rivedahe Teslin
River, either for pleasure or on hunting trips aslw

So we’re home to four territorial and three natloparks.
The only highway public access to the Arctic Cingléhrough
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the Dempster Highway. The Yukon government, the Git
Whitehorse, all Yukon communities and First Nati@msl, of
course, our professional tourism operators, havewarked
very hard to capitalize on the abundance of natoeauty we
as Yukoners are also fortunate to experience edayyof our
lives.

ness. Having been in the retail sector myself,nl appreciate
that.

The Department of Tourism and Culture is conducting
visitor surveys this summer. This will provide usthwmore
detailed information on people who choose Yukothag des-
tination and give us a sense of how we should bé&etiag and

According to the Yukon 2010 Business Survey, 4.6 pe where we should be marketing. Of course, thereabs® plans

cent of Yukon’s GDP is attributable to tourism. T¢sme sur-
vey indicates that Yukon businesses generated Sifi@n in
revenue attributable to tourism. As well, over auater of all
Yukon businesses have generated some of their ueves a
result of the tourism industry and, as we've hemehtioned,
over 300,000 people came to Yukon in 2011, notfiash the
United States, but really from around the worldojte come
for the abundant wildlife and the midnight sun. and more
people are certainly coming to watch the northigint$ as they
dance across the clear skies of the winter. Reaiyre truly
becoming a world-class, year-round tourist destimat

While there is certainly no shortage of excellemnsmer
tourist activities to choose from — from the hikimgd the
biking and camping and fishing — things we all gnfining
ourselves — there are more and more winter aas/itWe just
recently, in this community, had the Sourdough Rerdus
Festival — I'm still aching from some of that refeing — as
well as the Frostbite Music Festival, both takidgce in Feb-
ruary.

These are festivals that really showcase Yukomtabnd
is really some of the best entertainment you wildifand is just
another reason why we see people coming here téuken.

We were very fortunate to recently host the Arttimter
Games last month — and we certainly paid tributdhéovolun-
teers and all of the athletes — again showing Hpacity we
have here in this territory and in this city to &lgle to deliver
on world-class types of events and really speakinghat we
could call sports tourism as well.

| would like to just mention that we are fortunabehave
seven First Nation cultural and heritage centrgmrated by
Selkirk First Nation, Trondék Hwéch'’in, Little Sabn Car-
macks, Teslin Tlingit, Vuntut Gwitchin, and openitigs year
on National Aboriginal Day will be the Kwanlin Dudultural
Centre here in Whitehorse, and | believe earlyhia fall the
Daku Centre run and operated by the Champagne &stih#k
First Nation in Haines Junction.

All of these really give our visitors an opportynio get a
glimpse of the rich history of Yukon First Natioasd their
significant contributions to northern culture.

Year-round tourism opportunities will continue toogy, |
believe, as word gets out and we continue to gficadly invest
through Tourism and Culture to get our brand oetehl| am
very confident that we will continue to grow andesigthen
that brand and see more and more people over tioleng at
this as a year-round destination. | would like ustjrecognize
of course all of those people who work in the iriduso de-
liver — it's a people-first industry; it's a ser@dndustry; it's
about pleasing people and so that certainly hasnitgue chal-
lenges and you need to be a people person to t&irbusi-

to modernizing the Whitehorse Visitor Reception &n

The Member for Kluane talked about using techn@sgi
— we certainly have a lot of web-based informatilbat’s out
there. Being able to learn and extract informafimm people
who are visiting or people who would like to vieire helps us
ensure that we can redefine our product and makelie invit-
ing for more people to come.

As | mentioned, I'd like to thank the people wittire in-
dustry. I'd like to thank the people who work iretBepartment
of Tourism and Culture and | would also like toagoize our
good Minister of Tourism and Culture for the hardrivthat
he’s doing. I'd like to thank the Member for Watsbake for
putting forward this motion and | would commendsthiotion
to the House. Thank you.

Hon. Mr. Dixon: I will be relatively brief in my
comments this afternoon, because | know that mesndfethis
House would like to bring this to a vote, and froime com-
ments | have heard so far, | understand that tlosom should
be passed unanimously. | think it's a great thimat that's the
case because, of course, this is a great moti@h| appreciate
the Member for Watson Lake bringing it forward. Jlé an-
other motion that comes just about verbatim oubwf plat-
form, which, of course, we developed in recognitddrsome of
the challenges we would be facing coming to govexmim

This is one of the bullets under “marketing Dediora
Yukon” chapter of our platform. It's the first bet| really, be-
cause | think it speaks to the need, not only terify our
economy and to develop the tourism industry, buhihk
within the tourism sector itself, there is room fdiversity.
Typically, when we talk about diversifying our econy, we
talk about the resource sector and the need tcstrimeother
sectors to develop them. But | think that withiresific sectors
like tourism, there is room for diversifying withiiVhat | mean
by that is that, when we think of tourism, we thinkditionally
of visitors coming to the Yukon to stay for a brigériod of
time and then moving on. But | think there are anhar of
other ways we can diversify that industry. Someheim have
been touched on today by a number of my colleagues
members opposite as well. Those are done, | thimough
some of the things contemplated in this motion —rkivigy
with industry, working with communities and workingith
First Nations.

If I could, I'd like to highlight a few of the waythat we
have at least been successful in working with thesgous
groups. I'll start with industries. Typically, ofoarse, we en-
gage with industry associations, commonly, but gomes
we’'ll engage with specific businesses that havepgsals to
Economic Development to bring forward ideas thatytthink
would benefit the Yukon as a whole.
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One of the things that is integral to our tourisrdustry is
the affordable domestic and international air ascd@bat has
been mentioned today and it has been mentionedisagtly
throughout the discussions in this House of lasewell as in
the general public discussions. This House has,betmnk,
quite excellent in offering up support of our loeat carrier,
Air North, and indeed passing unanimously a motmsupport
Air North in general and more specifically to ename other
airlines to consider working with Air North to ddep a strate-
gic partnership in the form of either an interlegreement or a
code share agreement. | think that's a very pasisitep for-
ward, not only for Air North as a company, but fbe Yukon
as a whole as we see a Yukon company advance ableeo
link into international carriers. That is a biggstéthink.

The service provided by Air North over the years had
an impact on our tourism industry, as Air North vgascessful
in their entrance to the market in reducing therage flight
costs for visitors to come to the Yukon.

| know that when WestJet announced that they wene-c
ing up, | heard from a lot of people that they wexeited that
they could go down to shop for the weekend in Vareo, and
| thought to myself, well, that's just the wrong o think
about it. | think the way we should be thinking abd is that
now people from Outside can come to the Yukon neagly,
whether coming to Whitehorse or any of the othenmnities
as a result of them coming here.

| think that one of the ways within the tourism urstry
that we can continue to support that sort of diteithat I'm
talking about is in the film and sound industrywel’spoken
about this previously in this House. The reasor tene that is
because | really believe that the Yukon has a tneloes op-
portunity to continue to become a leader in filnd asound,
especially in the north for big budget, even Holbya produc-
tions, that are looking for a mountainous rangeaen stretch
of highway, an icefield like the one in the Memlfa@rKluane’s
riding — the Yukon has a diversity of opportunittespresent
to the film and sound industry and provide themhvéatback-
drop for some of the most spectacular sceneryamibrid.

Of course, that speaks to the development of tbesiny,
both locally as well as marketing Yukon to Outsjdesdic-
tions. One of the things that has been mentiongteslevel-
opment of — and the importance of — sports touri$hmt is
something that has been discussed a bit so fay.t@facourse,
when we develop local infrastructure like recreatiofrastruc-
ture, we do that sort of narrowly for the use of ¥ukon citi-
zens. But of course, when we do that, when we nihkse
investments in recreational infrastructure, we astially pro-
viding a benefit to our ability to market Yukon asports tour-
ism destination, whether through the big-tickemisdike those
mentioned by the Minister of Community Services fecrea-
tional centres or work done on our waterfronts ihidhorse
and Carcross. Or they could be smaller investmigmgsthose
made through my department, the Department of Hodmo
Development, through the community development fifiod
instance, which provides smaller but no less ingurtup-
grades to existing infrastructure sites, such Beamball rink

in Whitehorse, a hockey rink in one of the commiesita trail
structure in Carcross — whatever it may be.

| think all of those investments we make in redoesdl in-
frastructure benefit local citizens, but they dismefit the terri-
tory as a whole, because when people come to thtg and
see that infrastructure and realize the tremendppsrtunities
that are available here, they're encouraged anifeekto come
and participate in larger events like the Arcticitér Games or
the Native Hockey Tournament. Any of those evergsome
more popular by having good, effective infrastruetu

One of the other ways that | think we can developtour-
ism opportunities and continue to market Yukon agear-
round destination is by working with the specifanomunities.
I think that’s highlighted in the motion that weosidd work
with communities. We do that in a number of waystgh the
Department of Economic Development. We will workatsr-
ally with communities to develop business cases.

We’'ll conduct studies to identify areas of potentippor-
tunity by, for instance, working with communitiekd Dawson
and through a number of organizations like the Kike De-
velopment Organization or the Chamber of Commeneeetto
identify certain areas where we can make investsnamid
make efforts to enhance opportunities for tourism.

Another important aspect of our tourism industtkihk is
cultural events. We host cultural events, both tFMstion,
which reflect the history of Yukon and the people the
Yukon, and other cultural events like the Highla@dmes in
the Dawson area. | know through the community dgwelent
fund the Department of Economic Development proviseme
funding for an organization to host the Highlandnt&a in
Dawson to celebrate Yukon’s link to Scottish cldtuEvents
like the caber toss and highland dancing are, pss@, less
traditional in the sense of Yukon’s history, buée andeed an
important cultural aspect. What they do is theypdneople to
the territory. They bring people here to partakéhm activities,
but also to spend their money in the local econamy stay at
the local hotels.

The final piece | wanted to touch on was our wolkhw
First Nations, as well. It stems from my earliencoents about
the cultural events. | think that highlighting ounique First
Nation cultures — there are 14 First Nations, aacheone of
them has its own unique culture — highlighting thasiltures
makes Yukon an attractive cultural destination f@ople to
visit. As | said with the Department of Economicvelpment,
we do work with a number of different First Natidnsmarket-
ing their own regions for visitors, but also markgt their
products Outside. Those cultural products, wheithbe carv-
ing or beadwork and clothing or the local touripportunities
— we often work with First Nations to do those sofrtinitia-
tives, as well.

I'd be remiss if | didn’t mention, at the behesttioé Min-
ister of Education, that the Department of Educatioes, of
course, provide a number of funding opportunitiekted to
tourism and marketing the Yukon as a year-roundirson.
There is, of course, the tourism training fund, ethprovides
training in the tourism industry — that's a signoént invest-
ment.
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There's the heritage training fund, which providiested-
term training for independent heritage workers,ugso and
sectors to enhance skill development for employmand of
course, we work with the Yukon Tourism Educatioruial to
deliver English as a second language and integrat#ovices
for immigrants and nominees. | think that helps néwkoners
engage in the tourism industry. Of course, the tisn@inding
down, Mr. Speaker, so | will allow this motion torme to a
vote and | look forward to seeing the support frahmembers
of the House for this very excellent motion putward by the
Member for Watson Lake.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Speaker: Before | will allow the Member for Watson
Lake to speak and close debate, does any other enemigth to
be heard?

Ms. McLeod: I am reminded of the Yukon brewery
commercial in which a person snowboards, snowslares
uses a snowmobile to achieve the goal of satisfigingustom-
ers. That is service and that is indicative of Yhekon spirit.
We will just do whatever we have to do to get thie gone.

I want to thank everybody for supporting this maotio
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Are you prepared for the question?
Division.

Speaker:
Some Hon. Members:

Division
Speaker:  Division has been called.
Bells

Mr. Clerk, please poll the House.
Hon. Mr. Pasloski: Agree.

Hon. Mr. Cathers: Agree.

Hon. Ms. Taylor: Agree.

Hon. Mr. Graham: Agree.

Hon. Mr. Kent: Agree.

Hon. Mr. Nixon: Agree.

Ms. McLeod: Agree.

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: Agree.

Hon. Mr. Dixon: Agree.

Mr. Hassard: D’accord.

Ms. Hanson: Agree.

Mr. Tredger: Agree.

Ms. Moorcroft: Agree.

Ms. White: Agree.

Ms. Stick: Agree.

Mr. Barr: D’accord.

Mr. Elias: Agree.

Mr. Silver: Agree.

Clerk: Mr. Speaker, the results are 18 yea, nil nay.
Speaker: | declare the motion carried.
Moation No. 115 agreed to

Speaker:

April 4, 2012
Hon. Mr. Cathers: I move that the House do now ad-
journ.
Speaker: It has been moved by the Government House

Leader that the House do now adjourn.
Motion agreed to

Speaker:  This House stands adjourned until 1:00 p.m.

tomorrow.

The House adjourned at 5:24 p.m.



