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Yukon Legislative Assembly
Whitehorse, Yukon
Tuesday, April 10, 2012 — 1:00 p.m.

Speaker: I will now call the House to order. We will
proceed at this time with prayers.

Prayers

DAILY ROUTINE

Speaker:  We will proceed at this time with the Order
Paper.
Tributes.

TRIBUTES
In recognition of the Battle of Vimy Ridge

Speaker:  Today | will be giving a tribute. In doing so,
| would normally address this Assembly from my chai the
symbol of the authority you have vested in me — dnutthis
day | will stand, symbolic of the humility | cars a citizen,
an old soldier and a man of peace.

| rise today on behalf of all members of this Asbgnto
give tribute and attention to so many Canadiang lpassed,
their deeds, and the lasting results of their astiCach year on

Van Doos, and was French-speaking. To a lessentexither
cultural groups were represented, with UkrainiaRassians,
Scandinavians, Italians, Belgians, Dutch, FrencheAcans,
Swiss, Chinese and Japanese men who enlisted. t®esysi-
temic racism directed toward non-whites, a sigaificcontri-
bution was made by individuals of certain ethniougs, nota-
bly the First Nations, Afro-Canadians and Japarzseadians.
In recognition of Canada’s war effort, France geanCanada
perpetual use of 100 hectares of land on Vimy Ridgder the
understanding that Canadians use the land to estabbattle-
field park and memorial.

Eleven years in the making, the Vimy Memorial was u
veiled on July 26, 1936 by King Edward VIII and d=ded to
the memory of the Canadian Expeditionary Force nesb
killed during World War 1. It serves as a placecofnmemora-
tion for the World War | Canadian soldiers killed mresumed
dead in France and who have no known grave.

On the monument, there is a group of figures ah ean
of the front wall next to the base of the stepse TBreaking of
the Sword” is located on the southern corner ofvth#, while
“Sympathy of the Canadians for the Helpless” isated at the
northern corner. Collectively, the two groups dre tlefenders
and represent the ideals for which Canadians deielives.

Inscribed on the outside wall of the monument dre t

the 11" of November, we remember the great sacrificesliof anames of the 11,285 Canadians killed in France,setfmal

Canadian veterans, past and present, and the alisoments
they have achieved in the name of our country, Gana

Today is not November 11, nor is it even Novembet at
dawn on the morning of Easter Monday, ttfeo® April, 1917
— 95 years ago yesterday — after three weeks qfgpatory
artillery bombardment, the four divisions of then@dian Ex-
peditionary Force for the first time participateda battle as a
cohesive formation. They were up against the watiffed,
three divisions of the German Sixth Army. The Batf Vimy
Ridge took four days, and on the™af April, “The night saw
all of Vimy Ridge, with the exception of a few tres on Hill
145, secure in Canadian hands.” This quote is fitwrofficial
announcement by the Canadian War Records Officghen
Battle of Vimy Ridge, April 1917.

resting place is still unknown. Despite the dangar$rance
being overrun during World War 1l and the ravagéweather,
the Vimy Memorial remains a site of memory, mougniwic-
tory, hope and commemoration.

A non-profit organization, the Vimy Foundation, jpied
by the heroic victory of the Canadian forces at YiRidge,
believes that the key to a successful future lreknowing
one’s past and that the remarkable story of Vimgusth be
shared with all Canadians, young and old alike.

A Dominion Institute poll taken at the time of tBg" an-
niversary of the Battle of Vimy Ridge revealed tlwaly 30
percent of Canadians recognized the unique impoetar the
event in our nation’s history. This startling sttt suggests
that many Canadians do not immediately recognieesignifi-

There were those who knew then what had truly beefance of this battle and how its legacy contribute@anada’s

achieved. The victory of Vimy Ridge won for Canadaigna-
ture, separate from Britain, on the Versailles peaeaty,
which officially ended World War I. The Battle ofiy Ridge
remains an iconic event in Canadian history. kdkebrated in
history books, resonates in popular culture, andfirimly

lodged in Canadian consciousness. It is consid€aaada’s
coming of age.

After the war, Brigadier-General A.E. Ross declarét
was Canada from the Atlantic to the Pacific on gdaral
thought then, “In those few minutes | witnessed liréh of a
nation.” A nation, by definition, refers to the pé® who share
a common territory and government, irrespectivehefr ethnic
makeup. Canada — truly a nation.

By the end of the war in 1918, at least 50 perodrthe
Canadian Expeditionary Force consisted of BritishRbmen.
Recruiting was difficult among the French-Canadpopula-
tion, although one battalion, the™®2came to be known as the

emergence on the world stage.

I would like to thank the Vimy Foundation, which sha
taken the initiative to share the remarkable stdryimy with
Canada’s youth. A tribute, recognition, and ap@tch — |
ask all here today to please stand and pay yopecots for all
that we cherish and hold dear in the name of Canada

Please rise.

“They shall grow not old, as we that are left groig:

“Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn.

“At the going down of the sun and in the morning

“We will remember them.”

We will remember them.

Please be seated.

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, for that
moving and eloquent tribute. I, too, wish to stamd pay trib-
ute to the Battle of Vimy Ridge and its status ggeeminent
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and iconic event in Canadian history. Many histaiaonsider
the Canadian victory at Vimy Ridge as a definingmeat for
Canada when the country emerged from under theoshad
Britain and felt capable of greatness. It has beaid of the
victory at Vimy Ridge that Canada’s sons left theiimes as
young colonials but returned as Canadians.

At Vimy the Canadian corps captured more ground,emo
prisoners and more guns than any previous Britiskrench
offensive in the two and a half years of war. Tlaptare of
Vimy was more than just an important battlefieldtery. For
the first time, all four Canadian divisions attagkigether.
Men from all regions of Canada were present at ifaitle.
Brigadier General A.E. Ross declared after the Warthose
few minutes | witnessed the birth of a nation.”

The price was heavy — 10,500 casualties, inclu8ijs§8
dead. The cost, however, paled in comparison ta2€6:000
causalities suffered by the British and the Fremciprevious
failed attacks. The architects of the victory amyiRidge were
Lieutenant-General Sir Julian Byng and Major-Gehea
Arthur Currie. The Canadian corps would institutehange in
strategy and approach that would truly bring altbet begin-
ning of the end.

Byng and Currie would revamp the old habits andidnf
the first Allied victory of the war against the @Gen lines.
They developed a Canadian offensive strategy tthtd vic-
tory. Four Canadian soldiers won the Victoria Crasd/imy,
but only one of them survived the war. The Victo@ieoss is
the highest award for gallantry in the British Coomwealth.

The day after the war was declared in 1914, Casaddai-
ister of Militia and Defence, the Hon. Sam Hughe®ounced
that Canada would send 25,000 officers and merigtd for
the empire, and a call went out to every militiat aeross Can-
ada to send volunteers.

General Steele made every effort to ensure thaCtmadians
under his command would be as well-prepared asilpjes®
go into action and is credited for reducing the banof Cana-
dian casualties because of this training.

Yukon, like Canada itself, contributed more to ter ef-
fort than anyone would expect, based on the sizbeif repre-
sentative populations. The cenotaphs in Dawson \&hite-
horse list those soldiers from Yukon who foughttlie Great
War and gave their today for our tomorrow.

At the going down of the sun and in the morning, witk
remember them. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Tredger: | thank the Speaker for his tribute and
for his leadership in our commemoration today.

I rise on behalf of the Official Opposition to paibute to
the men and women — the 100,000 who 95 years agghfat
Vimy Ridge. Women, not allowed in active combat ydut
served on the front lines, caring for the soldidrsere were
3,598 Canadians who paid the ultimate price at VRigge.
They were ordinary folks who left their jobs asrkte farmers,
church ministers and factory workers — everyday dctiéans
— to fight in a foreign land.

There were 10,602 Canadians wounded in this conflic
which broke a German stronghold and became a majoing
point in the war. Countless thousands back home affected
by that day on Easter Monday, 1917. | speak ofcthilren
whose fathers would not come home; the mothers,rmoy
the loss of children; the sisters, who would neagain see
their big brother; the men and women of Canada Mkbtheir
friends.

It has been said already that our experience ofld\\tar
I, in particular the unity and selfless heroismGQ#nadians at
Vimy Ridge, was a watershed moment in the developroé

Many Yukoners answered that call. Jack Hulland, theour country. It was the first time in the war thlaé combined

much-beloved teacher, superintendent of educationfermer
member of this Legislature answered that call. éleght at the
Battle of Vimy Ridge.

Canadian force was united in combat, and the e@tieadian
contingent was commended for their bravery.
The sheer volume of death and casualties in Wordst W

Joe Boyle, King of the Klondike, answered that .call ushered in a new industrialization nation of wagferrough the

Shortly after the war broke out, he telegraphed ifém
Hughes and offered to raise a force of 54 men, ¢tetempvith
equipment including four machine guns. The Yukontitgent
became known as Boyle’s Yukon detachment of thersec
regiment, Canadian Mounted Rifles, Canadian Expmedity
Force and included a large husky dog mascot naawd J
George Black, Commissioner of the Yukon Territonda
later Member of Parliament for Yukon and Speakerthaf
House of Commons of Canada, answered the call.a®apt
Black mobilized the military unit known as the Yuknfantry
Company, comprised of 226 officers, non-commissioaffi-
cers and men who served in France. It was renahed '
Machine Gun Company and went into France as C-Batte
the newly formed Second Canadian Machine Gun Begad
Sam Steele, the legendary lion of the Yukon, ansivéne
call. In July 1898, Superintendent Sam Steele wasiated to

use of trench warfare, chemical warfare, repeatifigs, and
air forces.

War is abhorrent, even when the cause is just.h@nthe
anniversary of Vimy Ridge, my thoughts are with families
who lost brothers, sisters, aunts, uncles, childxed fathers
and how they coped with such a loss.

My grandfather was a combatant in World War |. Hesw
exposed to mustard gas and died shortly after metgrhome.
My grandmother, a teacher, was left with two youids to
raise. | never met my grandfather, but his loss fedsin my
home while | was growing up. | felt it through myther and
aunt and their childhood stories.

Mr. Speaker, versions of their stories remain ia liearts
and minds of many Canadians today. The sacrificesnat
forgotten. On this day, we recognize the bravery tie horror,
the achievement and the loss, in such a brief mgnséarting

command the North West Mounted Police in Yukon. Heon Easter Monday, 95 years ago — lest we forget.

brought law and order to the territory. He raisedjanized and

led the 2° Canadian Overseas division in England. Major-
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Mr. Silver:
cus to mark the 95anniversary of the Battle of Vimy Ridge.
The assault on Vimy Ridge began April 9, 1917, wiblur
Canadian divisions fighting together for the firiine in
Canadian history. The fight to take Vimy Ridge cQ@sthada
dearly. In four days 3,600 Canadians soldiers diedi another
7,000 were wounded. Canadians helped turned taefibattle
when they won a major victory at Vimy Ridge andablished
Canada as an independent nation on the world stage.

With the passing of Canada’s last surviving vetecdn
World War | in 2010, it is important that we remesnihe sac-
rifices and bravery of our Canadian soldiers.

To promote the legacy of Canada’s important contiiims
to the Allied victory in the First World War, theifdy Pin was
first introduced in February 2009 by the Vimy Foatidn. The
pin is a symbol promoting the memory of Canada'stdnic
victory at Vimy and will help ensure that the legasf Vimy
and the sacrifices of our soldiers remain alivee imy Pin is
emblazoned with a symbolic maple leaf representiagada;
the two towers representing Canada and France ditogether
by sacrifice; and the four coloured text boxes espnting the
four Canadian divisions who fought together for finst time
on April 9, 1917 at the Battle of Vimy Ridge. Soavehe pin
in recognition of the remembrance of our Canadialdisrs
who gave the ultimate sacrifice for our freedom.

The Canadian National Vimy Memorial is a symbolida
lasting testament to the sacrifices made by Canadituring
the First World War. In Vimy, France, a special coemora-
tive ceremony will commence on April 9, 2012, i thresence
of 5,000 Canadian youth who have travelled to Vivigmorial
to mark the 9% anniversary of the Battle of Vimy Ridge.

We all owe a debt of gratitude to our soldiers Wiave
fought and sacrificed their lives for freedom aod the fami-
lies they have left behind.

Today, we also honour the men and women who serve
our military. Like the veterans at Vimy Ridge, forest, they
are people — the men and women who serve wherbegrare
needed. They face difficult situations bravely &mishg honour
to themselves and to the loved ones of their cguiiiney are
ordinary Canadians who make extraordinary sacsfice

We ask that on Monday, April 9, as you celebratsté&ra
with your families, you take a moment to remembed give
thanks for the freedoms we celebrate today becalufe sac-
rifices that were made so long ago.

In closing, | would just like to quote from King Gige VI:
“Without freedom there can be no ensuring peaceveatitbut
peace no enduring freedom.”

Mr. Speaker, may they rest in peace and may thegrrize
forgotten.

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: | rise today to pay respect to the
Vimy Memorial. | was a young soldier in 1988, angdartook
in Remembrance Day ceremonies at Vimy Ridge. Itlruge
memorial; it's the largest one overseas.

| just will remember looking at it for the firstnie. The
biggest figure there — a 30-tonne block — a soafigigre of a
woman representing Canada, a young nation mourharg

| rise today on behalf of the Liberal cau-

dead. Below it is inscribed on the memorial: “Te talour of
their countrymen in the Great War and in memorytladir
sixty-thousand dead, this monument is raised byptwple of
Canada’.

Speaker:  Introduction of visitors.

INTRODUCTION OF VISITORS

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: Today | would like to introduce
Ray Anderson, Red Grossinger and Darcy Grossinger the
local Legion. Please assist me in giving them andoaf ap-
plause.

Applause

Speaker:
bling?

Are there any reports of committees?

Are there any petitions?

Are there any bills to be introduced?

Are there any notices of motion?

NOTICES OF MOTION

Ms. Hanson: | give notice of the following motion:

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon teta
immediate action to protect Yukon renters from ttegyative
impacts of condo conversion by:

(1) supporting the Federation of Canadian Munidiigal
in their call for the creation of a Building CanaBantal De-
velopment Direct Lending Program to stimulate ikt in
rental units;

(2) developing a strategy, based on models devedlape
other jurisdictions, to protect tenants from theatt of condo
conversion;

(3) establishing territorial regulations to protental
housing stock; and

(4) working in collaboration with the City of Whherse
and the Association of Yukon Communities to esibtjuide-
lines to protect the supply of rental stock throagivelopment
and enforcement of municipal condominium converofi-
cies.

Are there any returns or documents for ta-

Mr. Silver:
tion:

THAT this House urges the Minister of Energy, Mirzesl
Resources to collaborate with the administrationDafvson
City, as has been taking place in the City of Wiutse, to
cooperatively develop municipal mineral-stakingigies that
will respect the needs of all residents and prodeeainty for
land users, including those with residential, ratomal and
mining interests.

| rise to give notice of the following mo-

Mr. Elias:
lowing motion:

THAT this House urges the Minister of Environmeat t
address low and declining chinook salmon stockthénterri-
tory by:

(1) facilitating the Yukon River Panel's work aseiticour-
ages Alaska fishermen to allow sufficient numbdrbreeding

Mr. Speaker, | rise to give notice of the fol-
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salmon through to the Yukon, conducts test fisisenmeonitors
salmon populations throughout the Yukon River daga
within the territory; and

(2) advocating on behalf of Yukoners with his feder
counterpart for an international joint effort toncluct a com-
plete and thorough examination of why our salmoreagents
are not working and where and how the managemewupf
salmon runs have failed and work to fix it.

| also give notice of the following motion:

THAT this House urges the Minister of Environmeat t
follow the law by tabling a 2011 state of the eamiment re-
port and 2009 and 2010 interim state of the envivemt re-
ports, thereby discharging outstanding obligationsler sec-
tions 47, 48 and 50 of tHenvironment Act.

Speaker: Is there a statement by a minister?
This brings us to Question Period.

QUESTION PERIOD
Question re:

Ms. Hanson:
for the members of this House to receive briefiagmew leg-
islation or on amendments to legislation the gowemt is in-
tending to bring forward. So my question todaydsthe Pre-
mier. It's a simple one. Why is this practice beatndoned?

Hon. Mr. Cathers:
among House Leaders’ meetings, and, in fact, toecbithe
Leader of the Official Opposition, that practiceshaeen and
will continue to be that on major pieces of ledisla, the gov-
ernment does provide briefings on minor amendmente
practice has been to have that discussion occthisnHouse
and through the opportunity during Committee of Yweole
review on those pieces of legislation.

There is and will be the opportunity for membersthuod
opposition to ask the ministers responsible questabout the
bill and to engage in debate about what that billluring that
time period.

Ms. Hanson:
Legislature, and oftentimes it is statements by riembers
opposite as opposed to debate. What we are sinaging is
that briefings on new legislation or amendmentsexdsting
legislation do provide members of this House witkhnical
information so that they are better able to pgrtite in the de-
bate on the public’s business. It is a shame thgvernment
that styles itself as open, accountable and calilve does
not match its word with action. Not providing lelgiive brief-
ings is but one example of the worrying trend. Bseawe
have no opportunity to ask questions in a briefingill use
this opportunity in Question Period to ask the goweent's
plans with respect to tHenancial Administration Act.

Can the Finance minister explain the proposed cwmmg
the act and the implications to Yukoners?

Hon. Mr. Cathers:
of the Official Opposition, contrary to what the miger indi-
cated, we are following what the practice has been.

Financial Administration Act amendments

This is a matter that has come up

The practice has been for the government to proviokd-
ings by officials on major or comprehensive pieoésegisla-
tion, but on more minor amendments and smalles billbring
them before this House and to have the opportushitying
Committee of the Whole for members of the oppositio ask
questions — directed at the ministers, who will dafficials
beside them at that time and be able to answeilatbtques-
tions — very similar to what occurs in budget debatgain,
we are following what has been the practice. Thyslation
brought forward this spring — all of those amendtaeare
relatively minor pieces of legislation.

Ms. Hanson: The words of the minister opposite give
faint promise of any debate and any sort of medningia-
logue or response. Thet to Amend the Financial Administra-
tion Act would allow for the creation of regulations redpeg
the management, maintenance, proper use, and fpootexf
public property and confer power on the ministensenforce-
ment.

You know, it's interesting, Mr. Speaker — absertirif-
ing, one is left to conjecture. For example, witle tarrival of
spring and with it seasonal workers, coupled withhousing

It has been a well-established customvacancies, it is realistic to suggest that somésfahight be

forced to pitch a tent on the grounds of the Legigé Assem-
bly. Is this government, through these amendmente Fi-
nancial Administration Act, attempting to prevent the return of
tent city?

Hon. Mr. Cathers: Again, that piece of legislation, as
with all of the bills brought before this House |lvie brought
forward for review in Committee of the Whole. Thewvél be
the opportunity for members to get into detaileggjions and
detailed responses by the ministers responsib&aoh of those
pieces of legislation at that time. | would enc@&dhe mem-
ber to direct her questions to the minister andfficials during
debate.

Question re:  Affordable housing

Ms. Stick: Any reduction in stock of affordable rental
accommodations would be a crisis for renters. Vifratenant
were told that the apartment they've been livingfan years

We have seen the effect of debate in thig,55 hecome a condo? To stay in the unit, they woaktl to

purchase it; otherwise, face eviction. Imagine ithpact this
would have on a senior, a single-parent familya srewcomer
to the territory. We know the current availabildf/rentals, and
it's not good. We have seen this process occur hitéklorse
where whole apartment blocks have been convertedndos.
Pitched as “affordable” for young professionalsoasrCanada,
the market solution of condo conversion has bae#ifiCondo
conversion displaces long-term tenants by incrgasal estate
speculative values and driving up rents.

Mr. Speaker, what is the government doing todaprs
tect long-term renters from seeing their homes eded to
condos?

Hon. Mr. Kent: Of course, across the housing contin-
uum, this government has been very active. We iobytevant

Again, as I indicated to the Leader 4 gngyre that among the housing options thereptiens for

the private rental market.
Of course, the recent announcement of a requegtrér
posals on Lot 262, which will include some afforabental
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units, is very encouraging. As well, the Yukon HogsCorpo-
ration has programs — the rental rehabilitatiorgpaion, which
helps owners of rental housing to upgrade accomtima
and a rental suite program that includes loangdotal suites
in private homes and for garden suites on privabggrty. So
there are a number of initiatives that this govesntrhas un-
dertaken, and will continue to undertake, to enshe¢ a pri-
vate rental market continues to be part of the imgusontin-
uum here in the Yukon.

Ms. Stick:
recommends investment in new rental constructiaetoedy a
housing system that’s pricing new Canadians, youagkers,
low-income seniors and single parents out of theketaWe
heard today on the radio of individuals coming hieravork,
finding jobs, but not finding a place to live. Aess Canada,
condominium conversion has not solved the housimgtage.
The problem with condominium conversion is thateinoves
rentals from the market. Can the government asgukeners
it has a plan to address condominium conversion aastci-
ated decrease of available rental units?

Hon. Mr. Kent: Mr. Speaker, as | mentioned in my
previous answer, | think it's extremely importahat the rental
market and private rentals be a significant parthef housing
continuum — the continuum that includes, of coursmer-
gency shelters, transitional housing, supportiveshtg, social
housing — which is the responsibility of the Yukbiousing
Corporation — as well as that private market rehsgloke of,
and home ownership.

That's what we endeavour to do. It is withessedhgyre-
quest for proposals for Lot 262 here in Whitehaasd ensur-
ing that part of that proposal includes affordakletal housing.

I know that the Yukon Housing Corporation BoardDif
rectors is undertaking the renewal of their stratgdpn so, as
part of that, | will certainly mention what the Mésr for
Riverdale South has brought up here today, whidhesFed-
eration of Canadian Municipalities’ work on renli@using.

Ms. Stick: On March 27, the Minister of Energy,
Mines and Resources told the Legislature, and ltegutwWe
will certainly evaluate what we see through thedtgrnprocess
of Lot 262 for determining how we might apply siarilap-
proaches to disposing of land in the future — agadtdressing
specific needs such as rental accommodation.”

It is my understanding that this project will nat bom-
pleted until 2014.

In the meantime, is the minister telling Yukoneoswait
until then for an evaluation of the plan for Lot2&efore it
will begin to address the immediate needs for mergal ac-
commodations?

Hon. Mr. Cathers: Again, as | indicated to the mem-
ber with regard to the specific lot, that specffimject — in
fact the member is a year too late in her timelivge expect
the development of this lot — hopefully by a yesnfi now,
perhaps even later in 2012. Timelines for the megliapprov-
als on Lot 262 from the city perspective are inthads of the
city itself. So, no, that project will proceed ckec than the
member indicated.

Again, | would elaborate on what my colleague, Migis-
ter for Yukon Housing Corporation, indicated. Treygrnment
has taken significant steps through Yukon HousiogpGration
investing in new social housing stock with an irs® of some
40 percent in social housing units over the past years. We
are currently, through the Department of CommuSigyvices,
primarily investing significant amounts in the deemnent of
new lots. We have almost $35 million invested iis tyear’s
budget in the development of new lots for Yukoneithin this

The Federation of Canadian Municipalities current fiscal year's budget.

Again, as | emphasized, the Lot 262 process isoagss
we committed to specifically during the electionisl an inno-
vative approach and we will evaluate how well thatrks to
determine where we may be able to better develog that is
currently titted and owned by the Yukon governmesgpe-
cially within the City of Whitehorse.

Question re:  Chinook salmon stock

Mr. Elias: We've recently learned that our imperiled
chinook salmon stocks are in even greater dangest year,
the pre-season predictions were for a below-averagerom
Alaska. Steps were taken to let as many chinookaalas
possible through to breed. Although some chinooknsa
were unavoidably caught in chum salmon fisherieshiefmen
weren't allowed to sell the chinook they did cat@hd that
helped limit the by-catch. This year, the joint gita/Yukon
River panel warns that the chinook salmon run hassaned,
and the outlook is now for a below-average-to-peturn.

We'd like to know how the Minister of Environmerd i
planning to advocate on behalf of Yukoners to this trend of
failing salmon stocks around.

Hon. Mr. Dixon: When it comes to the management
of Yukon’s fish and wildlife populations, the Yukayovern-
ment, of course, works collaboratively with its fp&rs, which
include the renewable resource councils, the Yukish and
Wildlife Management Board — which of course is itified
by theUmbrella Final Agreement as the primary instrument for
the management of fish and wildlife in Yukon — ahé sub-
committee of the Fish and Wildlife Management Boditke
salmon committee.

| haven't had a chance to meet with that specificit-
tee yet, but | intend to listen to any recommerwmhetithat they
might have with regard to managing our chinook atiger
salmon populations in Yukon.

Mr. Elias: Here’'s a bit of history for the minister.
Over the years that I've been in the Assembly, wesgen sev-
eral poor runs of chinook salmon in the Yukon amtcBpine
rivers and the worst ever run in the Klukshu Riwse’ve seen
Yukon-wide salmon conservation closures. We've seely
399 salmon get through the Whitehorse Fishway. \&/egen
the Alaskans taking too many chinook salmon. Waeen the
pollock fishery by-catch in the hundreds of thoutsaaut in the
open ocean. We've seen the parasite Ichthyophososhart-
ing the salmon run in our territory, and we've seetail store
owners around the territory lose hundreds of thodsaf dol-
lars in retail sales because of salmon closureat'§ what I've
seen during my time in this Legislature. When is Environ-
ment minister going to make this a priority issue?
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Hon. Mr. Dixon: As | said, of course we work col-
laboratively with our partners, whether they are thnewable
resource councils, the Yukon Fish and Wildlife Mgeaent

sumably spending gas money to do so, brings upriause
question about rural poverty.
Will the Minister of Health and Social Services smter

Board, or the Yukon Fish and Management Board subrural families as being a special category of naed look to

committee on salmon to manage our fish and wilgbiégula-
tions in Yukon. The relationship between Yukon #dtaska is
an important one when it comes to management afiep¢hat
are shared by both Alaska and Yukon, so | antieipaat we’ll
be raising any issues we need to raise with oleagles in
Alaska as well.
Mr. Elias:
minister is going to wait for someone else to &¢e need the
international Yukon River Salmon Agreement to work at the
highest levels. History has proven that the managerof the
salmon fishery needs serious attention in ourtteyri Here is
one thing that the minister can do: He can be aigfaan inter-
national joint effort to conduct a complete andrthugh ex-
amination of why our agreements are not workingesehand
how the management of our salmon runs have faiteldveork
to fix it.

I recognize that the Yukon Party’'s previous premier

brought this to the Prime Minister's attention amd need to
do this again. When is the Minister of Environmeoing to
make the Yukon chinook salmon run a priority issMéft the

minister commit to doing this?

Hon. Mr. Dixon: As | said, we have an excellent
working relationship with the co-management bodiash as
the Fish and Wildlife Management Board as outlimedhe
Umbrella Final Agreement. The salmon sub-committee of the
Yukon Fish and Wildlife Management Board is doingptof
excellent work with regard to managing our salmpacses in
Yukon. Of course, | look forward to hearing anyaeumnenda-
tions that they might have and look forward to riveptwith
them to discuss this matter.

Question re:

Mr. Barr:
rural families that they had to approach the Whitsh Food
Bank to use their services. The fact that ruraliiamare now
turning to the food bank is alarming. Is the Mirisbf Health
and Social Services aware of the increasing useeofVhite-
horse Food Bank by rural families and what is kisponse to
this need?

Hon. Mr. Graham: Yes, Mr. Speaker, I'm aware that
families from several rural communities take adaget of the
food bank services when they're in Whitehorse.l&l&n say is
there are a variety of reasons. I've talked with inesident of
the Whitehorse Food Bank, and he informs me onrgoiog
basis of the clientele that is coming into the fdmhk. There
are a variety of reasons why this is happening itacsome-
thing that we’re trying to deal with.

Mr. Barr:
rent, families in Whitehorse would find it necegstr use the
food bank. But food banks are meant for emergeragsnot
for consistent use as a regular source of foodchvippears
may be the case. The increasing use of the fooll bad the
fact that rural people will travel into Whitehorseuse it, pre-

Social inclusion policy

assisting them to access the Whitehorse Food Batkk @eate
a rural food bank?

Hon. Mr. Graham: That’s why we have a social as-
sistance program and that’s why the social assistpayments
are indexed. Social assistance is clearly availatié only in
municipalities but in rural communities as well. \ilee quite

| hope that what | am hearing is not that theconvinced or quite happy with the fact that therent social

assistance rates are adequate, but in these tirhéghaent and
difficulties, in some cases, with obtaining rerdgaicommoda-
tions because of prices, we're taking a look at fitten a social
assistance viewpoint.

Mr. Barr: The rising number of food banks across
Canada is a consequence of the increasing gap d&etvieh
and poor. Food banks and other charities that stupipe poor
in emergencies do little to change the situatior. [dbk to the
day when these charities are no longer needed.

How will the inclusion policy being developed byetmin-
ister include a strategy that will solve some dof tlifferences
between rich and poor and between rural and urdailies?

Hon. Mr. Graham: That's one of the reasons we
have a consultation process in place for the san@lsion
policy. | won't jump ahead and pre-determine wiet tesults
of that social inclusion consultation will be. Wdlwvait for it
to occur.

Question re:  Acutely intoxicated persons at risk

Ms. Stick: In reply to budget questions, the Minister
of Justice stated that anyone brought to the apestessing
unit in the Whitehorse Correctional Centre would ‘indeed
need to be under arrest”. This means that anyomedfdo be
intoxicated to the extent that they may harm thédweseor oth-
ers is arrested and taken to the adult processiitg $ome of

Recently, we have been advised by soméhese arrests do not necessarily lead to chargethal case,

they are allowed to become sober and then set freaps
with a ride back downtown. This is a policy thatst far re-
moved from where we found ourselves months ago wiéh
drunk tank at the cells in downtown Whitehorse.

With several reports on his desk indicating ottwutsons,
does the minister have a plan to deal with sevengbxicated
persons at risk that is not just a repeat of whathave done in
the past?

Hon. Mr. Nixon: | appreciate the question from the
member opposite. Indeed, the APU, or the arrestgasing
unit, is being established. It's currently in thénassions area
of the Whitehorse Correctional Centre. In the cagmmonths,
we will start construction to place the APU on thack of
Whitehorse Correctional Centre. In that facilityetd will be

It is understandable that with high costs ofmedical care for people coming in and regular chdok peo-

ple who have been arrested and who are being @etdor a
period of time, whether it is for release into twnmunity or
pending court appearances.

Ms. Stick: Evidence is readily available to both the
Minister of Justice and the Minister of Health &Bdcial Ser-
vices that the corrections system is not the placepeople
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who are at risk due to substance abuse. Othedijctiens have
found other solutions, as indicated in the Beatod Allen re-
port, which was completed 16 months ago. The naniatso
has access to models that advocate a policy ofifgdisst, to
combat this chronic problem, such as the Northety Sup-
portive Housing Coalition proposal. We are toldttahanedical
detox is in the works for the distant future.

Mr. Speaker, this is not a panacea.

Will the Minister of Health and Social ServicesJustice
assure the House that they are considering morgrgssive
solutions to the problems of substance abuse?

Hon. Mr. Graham: Mr. Speaker, we've already taken

a number of steps. We now have a clinic establisheside of
the Whitehorse General Hospital in a downtown clifior per-
sons with addiction difficulties. We also have mette made
the announcement about the medical detox unit etShrah
Steele Building. We hopefully will be coming up tia few
more solutions so at least the rebuild of the S&takele Build-
ing will give us an opportunity to look at additedrsolutions.

Ms. White: The Minister of Environment’s colleague,
the Minister of Energy, Mines and Resources, isrecord
agreeing with industry’s desire to streamline thei®mnmental
inspections by making Energy, Mines and Resourceddad
for a one-stop inspections process. The MinisteEpérgy,
Mines and Resources replied to Yukon Zinc thatdreed with
the company’s preference for streamlining environtaleproc-
esses to make them more efficient.

Given that Energy, Mines and Resources is the tlapat
that promotes industrial development, will the Nter of En-
vironment tell us what his position is on lettingeEgy, Mines
and Resources be the lead on environmental ingpscthat
are currently done by Environment Yukon?

Hon. Mr. Cathers: What the member is not reflect-
ing is the fact that indeed there are a numberedisain which
the Department of Energy, Mines and Resources laadDe-
partment of Environment work collaboratively.

An example is that inspections relating to waterdiacer
mining and the inspections related to the DepartrobRisher-

Ms. Stick: There is an abundance of evidence fromies and Oceans’ responsibilities have been deldgateand

research and opinions from medical associationslegal as-
sociations, both nationally and in the Yukon, tppaort a pol-
icy of harm reduction. Intoxicated persons at rigkharm
should be treated as a medical or a social probemtaken to
jail to sober up and then left to their own devicékey need
supportive housing and a broad array of social supp
Does the minister support a harm-reduction policg, af

so, when will we see a policy in action?

Hon. Mr. Graham: Once again, | can only indicate

some of the things we've done. We are in the poafsm-

plementing or building or renovating 207 Alexan@®&treet to
make that available for people who are hard to éolkese are
all parts of the puzzle. We’re not saying that veesolved it,

but what we’re saying is that with the number ehis that we
are putting in place, we are gradually getting fooat where
we will better be able to deal with addictionstie territory.

Question re:  Water management strategy

Ms. White: TheEnvironment Act establishes that the
Government of Yukon, and the Minister of Environmém
particular, is, and | quote: “the trustee of thélputrust and is
therefore responsible for the protection of théemive interest
of the people of the Yukon in the quality of thetural envi-
ronment”, end quote.

We've heard rumours yet again that the wholesaipae-
sibility for inspecting water licences for miningogects is
about to be transferred from Environment Yukon he De-
partment of Energy, Mines and Resources. Will theister of
Environment confirm or deny this transfer of hisgensibili-
ties?

Hon. Mr. Dixon: Of course, when it comes to

Yukon’s water resources, the Department of Envirennplays
a significant role in assessing Yukon’'s water reses and
monitoring water resources. Of course, when it cbhoeemin-
ing developments, we provide a number of baselata,dand a
significant amount of information that we work oallebora-
tively with Energy, Mines and Resources in provigdin

carried out effectively by staff of the Client Siees and In-
spections divisions of Energy, Mines and Resoufoeguite
some time. The area the member is referring to -ainag
would point out that the Minto mine inspections @&aveen
dealt with by the Department of Energy, Mines arddrces.

I would again emphasize to all members that wha th
government expects of staff of respective departsnand what
we get is people fulfilling their responsibilitige accurately
provide information at the assessment point arnttheinspec-
tion and monitoring end. They fully discharge theisponsibil-
ity to the public in doing that inspection and dpithhat moni-
toring effectively and appropriately.

Ms. White: Yukon’s environmental regulatory regime
has been built on a division of responsibilitieatttead to a
greater oversight in accountability. We all rememibe disas-
ter in the Gulf of Mexico with the blowout of theeBpwater
Horizon drilling platform. In that case, the depaent that was
responsible for inspections was also the promdteil @and gas
development and the collector of licensing andddass.

It was this streamlining that was partially to bifor that
disaster.

Mr. Speaker, will the Minister of Environment conno
upholding the public trust and maintain the progiision of
environmental inspections separate from the demantrthat
promotes the resource extraction industries?

Hon. Mr. Cathers: Again, Mr. Speaker, what |, as
Minister of Energy, Mines and Resources, find qoiffensive
is the attitude by the NDP toward staff of my dempent. All
of my colleagues and | expect staff of the Depantnod En-
ergy, Mines and Resources, and the staff of eachexery
Yukon government department, who have legal obbgat
related to monitoring and inspection, whether it Water,
whether it be land, whether it be air quality —ntame but a
few — we expect those people to fully fulfill thegsponsibili-
ties under the law. We are confident that they@aegardless
of what department they are housed in. We have imutiem,
and we expect them to fulfill the public’'s trust ipholding
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their obligations under the law and fulfilling theibligations
on behalf of Yukon citizens. | am offended by th®mMs
characterization that the staff of my departmen¢sdaot do
exactly that.

Question re:
Mr. Elias:
ping areas in the Yukon. We cannot put a valuehenskills,
abilities and knowledge of Yukon trappers who kribw land
like the back of their hand. Over the past 25 yedukon’s fur
harvest has fluctuated in value between $200,0a054ri7 mil-
lion annually, with economic spin-offs up to $2 lwih to $3
million. The economic, social and cultural valueti&pping is
significant here in the Yukon. It is a winter reuensource in
smaller communities when unemployment is traditilgridgh.
Is the minister prepared to implement a trappermstp
program here in the Yukon and truly diversify oaoeomy?
Hon. Mr. Dixon:
with the member opposite’s characterizations of tla@ping
industry. It is indeed an important aspect of Yukatonomy,
society and cultural history. The Yukon DepartmehtEnvi-
ronment has maintained a positive relationship Wi Yukon
Trappers Association and does continue to provichelihg to

Trapper support program

that organization to the tune of, | believe, $358,00 an annual

basis. We have a positive relationship with theppeas Asso-
ciation, and | look forward to working with thatsagiation to
develop programming to assist the trapping industiyukon.

Mr. Elias:
north that do diversify the economy with regardtrtapping.
There are successful models out there that we odd bpon
here in our territory. Getting Yukoners out on tlhed and
trapping during the winter months is great for Wi man-
agement. I'll give an example here. Let's say Yuksnnotice
an increase of beaver dams being built across sr@ekind the
Yukon and what that does to block the fish frontiggtto their
spawning grounds, including salmon. Some of theaihjes of
the trapper support program would be to increasantiial re-
turns to trappers, promote and recognize excellanéar har-
vesting and pelt handling, encouraging the paibgm of our
youth and be market-responsive and market-driveitl. the
minister at least give the proper direction ancdueses to the
Department of Environment to conduct a trap excbhapip-
gram and begin the development of a trapper sugppogram?

Hon. Mr. Dixon:
Yukon is fully willing to engage with the reviveduKon Trap-
pers Association, and, of course, any First Natiorenewable
resources council wishing to participate in a déston regard-
ing the challenges facing the industry and thetifleation of
policy options that will support the development amowth of
Yukon’s fur industry over the longer term.

To reiterate, the Department of Environment doesige
financial assistance to the Yukon Trappers Assaciaand is
engaged with them in developing policy options,luding
some of those mentioned by the member opposite.

Mr. Elias:
for a trapper support program for some time nowahse |
believe it is a realistic and responsible apprdactevitalizing
our trapping industry in the territory. This is tkimd of initia-

| have to say that, in general, | agree

I have been advocating in this Legislature

tive that could be part of a pan-northern vision dostronger
north and a better Canada with our sister teratorFor exam-
ple, the Genuine McKenzie Valley Furs program ia Morth-
west Territories provides a comprehensive fur mamgeser-
vice and security for the industry. So, you seerdhare suc-
cessful examples out there that can be built upsrafmore

We have 334 traplines and 17 group trap'prosperous Yukon to diversify our economy and tbpgple

out there trapping.

Is the minister prepared to implement a trappermstp
program here in the Yukon and truly diversify oaoeomy?

Hon. Mr. Dixon: What | am prepared to do, of
course, is continue to engage with the Yukon Treppeso-
ciation, which is the primary industry associatfon the trap-
ping industry. | believe that the Yukon wild furdimstry has a
significant amount of potential, but this potentigll not be
realized until a widely acceptable means can baddo pro-
mote utilization of traplines. Environment Yukonshaorked
closely with the Yukon Trappers Association in eaing their
business plans and identifying resources to sugheraissocia-
tion as the representative organization for trappgs | said, of
course, | remain committed to remaining engaged \liiat
organization and look forward to any policy reconmai@ions
they might have.

Speaker:
elapsed.

The time for Question Period has now

There are excellent programs around theNotice of opposition private members’ business

Mr. Tredger: Pursuant to Standing Order 14.2(3), |
would like to identify the item standing in the nawof the Of-
ficial Opposition to be called on Wednesday, Adrdl, 2012:
Bill No. 102, standing in the name of the MemberRiverdale
South.

Mr. Silver: Pursuant to Standing Order 14.2(3), |
would like to identify the item standing in the narof the
Third Party to be called on Wednesday, April 11120Motion
No. 45, standing in the name of the Member for Idi&a.

Speaker:  We will now proceed to Orders of the Day.

ORDERS OF THE DAY

Hon. Mr. Cathers: Mr. Speaker, | move that the
Speaker do now leave the Chair and that the Haszdve into

Of course, as | said, Environment Committee of the Whole.

Speaker: It has been moved by the Government House
Leader that the Speaker do now leave the Chairtlaaidthe
House resolve into Committee of the Whole.

Motion agreed to

Soeaker leaves the Chair

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE

Chair (Ms. McLeod): Committee of the Whole will
now come to order. The matter before the CommitieBill
No. 6,First Appropriation Act, 2012-13. Today we are going to
be discussing Vote 55, Department of Highways aodlie
Works. Do members wish to take a brief recess?

All Hon. Members:  Agreed.
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Chair: Committee of the Whole will recess for 15
minutes.

Recess

Chair: Committee of the Whole will now come to or-
der.

Bill No. 6: First Appropriation Act, 2012-13 —
continued

Chair: The matter before the Committee is Bill No. 6,
First Appropriation Act, 2012-13. Today we will be debating
Vote 55, Department of Highways and Public Works.

Department of Highways and Public Works

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: Madam Chair, Highways and
Public Works is a diverse department that is resits for
constructing, managing and maintaining Yukon’s soachd
highways, airports and government-owned leaseitiasil

The department also provides the entire governmatht
information technology, Queen’s Printer and fleehicle ser-
vices as well as procurement services. The brangiibi the
department share the responsibility for plannimgcprement,
construction, maintenance and disposal of Govertntdn
Yukon infrastructure and assets. The challengaaaiftaining
infrastructure and assets in the north are mamgt tme. Our
vast territory and limited population base meart ting de-
partment has to be innovative in how it managepamesibili-
ties to protect the public and its assets. Othallehges for our
department include our remote location, harsh dima lim-
ited construction season, aging infrastructure tingelperma-
frost and increased resource and economic develupaotivi-
ties.

We need to be strategic in our planning, make gwexi-
sions and prioritize our projects in a manner tinakes best
use of the public purse. We do this while ensutheg Yukon
roads and highways, buildings and other resourcesreain-
tained in an effective manner and ensuring the ipugafety.
The department recently adopted a new vision atek\state-
ments that drive how we carry out our responsiégiit As a
department, Highways and Public Works is buildiogrfda-
tions with our federal, municipal and First Natigartners
working together.

We seek to inspire innovation and aim to exceecketgd
tion in the services we provide to Yukoners andré® of the
government. Our values include protecting the pulzind
Yukon'’s assets and being innovative while achievhig goal.
Within Highways and Public Works, we collaboratehmur
client departments in order to meet their needs.

We also recognize each other within the departraeit
the contributions we provide to the rest of the &tk gov-
ernment. These responsibilities and challengesltrésuthe
initiatives identified in this budget. | am pleasedpresent to
the House today Highways and Public Works’ budgettiie
2012-13 fiscal year.

| would like to address the $56.5 million in trang@tion
infrastructure, $40.8 million for building assetsda$10.8 mil-
lion for information technology assets that are bgcHighways

and Public Works. | will speak specifically to sorakthese
projects now.

Critical infrastructure such as roads, highways brndge
improvements contribute to healthy and viable Yukommu-
nities and they are essential to the economic acihlsdevel-
opment of the north.

Highways and Public Works is committed to improving
the safety and functionality of the Takhini Hot Bgs Road by
completing work that will accommodate the area’sylation
growth which we know is increasing; enhancing ratiomal
opportunities in the area; providing safer recresd! trails; and
providing a widened road with BST, more commonlgwmn as
“chipseal”.

As part of our planning process for this projeotdl resi-
dents and businesses were consulted and a furicfitamaing
report was developed. Primary engineering and desimyk is
complete and we are ready to proceed with this toocton.
These improvements will provide a higher qualityerfor road
users, and safety improvements for both motorized @on-
motorized traffic in this road corridor.

Mr. Chair, my department has allocated $2 million this
project to proceed. Highways and Public Works re@@es the
high volume of traffic on Takhini Hot Springs Rodkhis road
is crucial to the quality of life and economic wik#ing of the
people and businesses who are regular users abtms These
improvements will benefit a variety of users ofstmoad that
include vehicles, ATVs, snowmobiles, cyclists, s-asuntry
skiers, dog mushers, joggers, hikers, and horsetidets.

As | mentioned above, Madam Chair, strategic plagis
SO important to an operational department suchiglsways
and Public Works. To this end, we have also invb#ie.03
million toward the planning of local safety improments for
our primary highways. This planning provides foe tthelivery
of small-scale projects in response to specifih\igy opera-
tions or maintenance problems.

Projects proposed for the 2012-13 fiscal year atd-
grade strengthening at kilometre 1240 on the Aldsighway;
rock scaling at various locations between kilonrsee&8 and 60
of the Klondike Highway; guardrail repairs whicleatefinitely
needed in various locations between kilometre I®fynction
with the Alaska Highway, and kilometre 538, the v&id
Crossing and the Klondike Highway; rip-rap instatia at
various locations between kilometres 660 and 67thekKlon-
dike Highway; and active speed-limit signs instédia in the
Beaver Creek and Tagish areas.

Small projects of this kind arise on a short-terasib and
present difficulties in forecasting over the loegm. Allocating
funds for this type of planning helps the departimdal with
these difficulties and ensures that Yukon's primhighways
remain safe for the travelling public.

Most of us know that the Yukon’s population is gimogvat
a rapid rate, and the department must incorpotaseiito the
planning process to accommodate higher traffic mas. An
important corridor for Yukoners is the Whitehorserrior
along the Alaska Highway, kilometre 1404 to kiloreet437.
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Traffic volume with this corridor is increasing tioe point
where the existing two-lane highway is approachtadimits
in terms of capacity and safety performance. Arcleag-term
plan for eventual reconstruction is required befarsg con-
struction work is initiated, and the department lalscated
$200,000 toward moving this necessary planningegtofor-
ward. The plan will make it clear to all stakehoklevhat to
expect and when to expect it. The planning proegfspro-
vide an opportunity for all interested and concdrparties to
make their views known. Future construction phagiégesult
in construction jobs for Yukoners. Once completiba, safety
performance throughout the corridor will be imprdwend de-
lays due to large traffic volumes will be reduced.

Another road that has been experiencing increasdfict
volumes over the years is the Silver Trail. Highsvaynd Public
Works is dedicating $500,000 to restore and rehatsl the
highways infrastructure, including the driving €, the road
subgrade, safety barriers, and adjacent drainagetstes. This
initiative has been developed to bring the roadaser to a
gravel standard that can be adequately bladed. (@vomah
traffic, tourists and other highways users will &fnfrom
these improvements, as it will lessen the negatiygacts on
highway users such as vehicle upkeep — flat tires.

Work continues on the Dempster Highway, a vitak lin
Canada’s most northern communities in the Northwestito-
ries. This year, the department has allocatedaaiillion dol-
lars toward the ongoing rehabilitation of this higly that will
include restoring the road surface. This will imgrahe driv-
ing surface and repair safety barriers and adjadeainage
structures. Summer traffic has steadily been irsingaon this
stretch of the road. Tourists and local area res&will appre-
ciate these improvements, as will freight carrigngl mineral
and oil and gas exploration companies. This woiknesult in
an improved travelling experience on the highwayhait a
large decrease in speed due to a rough highwagicsurf- once
again, flat tires.

As part of the department’s planning process, we ios
spection reports for our bridges and roads, antdlibgi condi-
tion reports to access conditions of our faciliti€kis informa-
tion helps us allocate resources to the projectsate the high-
est priority. Inspection reports at Too Much Gotdl &llgold
creeks on the Klondike Highway in Dawson indicdtattcul-
verts need to be replaced at both creeks and soatk aon-
struction will also been needed. We have set &kld@ million,
and we are committed to this important work. Reiplgthese
culverts will reduce maintenance costs associatiéd noutine
cleanouts of these culverts and provide a safefindyienvi-
ronment on this road.

Highways and Public Works considers the environnirent
its decision-making process. These new culvertsalgb better
enable fish passage that benefits the downstregierfi re-
sources.

Due to the current exploration boom, industriafficahas
increased on the North Canol Road. Interim upgraaied
safety improvements are required to ensure theilitgaif the
road and maintain a level of safety for servicevfgters and all
road users. Highways and Public Works has alloc&tednil-

lion to undertake this work. In addition, we hawemenitted
$450,000 to conduct geotechnical investigatiorsetture long-
term gravel sources through finding gravel pits émgoing
maintenance as well as finalizing ongoing environtakas-
sessment. This work is required so the departnseptdpared,
should there ever be a need for any large-scalenstiction
on this route.

Secondary roads are generally low-volume roadssaoug
residential or recreational areas. We have lotshese roads
and they are typically gravelled though some haenkireated
with BST. A BST surface is an inexpensive pavedasgr that
is an alternative to the more expensive asphaltfete surface.
The department has allocated $1 million toward sdaoy road
upgrades that will include improvements to the 3u@aeek
and Pilot Mountain subdivisions. Commercial andeational
vehicles will benefit from the reduced travel tiened reduction
in truck and vehicle repair costs and the improseat! surface
will also increase traffic volumes that will bertetfie tourism
business, which is a good thing.

We debated that last Wednesday.

Another important program the department managéeis
rural roads upgrade program. The rural roads uggpadgram
provides for an application process where upgradiray be
provided for non-industrial rural roads. This pragridentifies
potential smaller scale projects and minor roadrages to
improve access for a variety of users. Specificjqmts are
identified from applications received and approwedler the
policy on an ongoing basis. These projects areqrept based
and therefore reflect local needs in the rural caomites.
Typically, these small projects have an immediaisitive ef-
fect on access for people, thereby improving thenemy and
quality of life for Yukoners. The department hasiagcommit-
ted $200,000 to this program for this year.

The construction of the Campbell Highway is alsoran
portant initiative for the department this year. Wié continue
the reconstruction of the remaining unimprovedisestof the
Campbell Highway. These sections lie between thie afrthe
pavement at kilometre 10, which is north of Wattake, and
kilometre 110, which is just north of the junctiamf the
Nahanni Range Road.

Work will include reconstruction of the roadbedsugac-
ing with BST, alignment improvements to meet the- 90
kilometre-per-hour design standard and drainagerawep
ments. This project is ongoing from the past years] this
year the department has allocated $7.25 millionatowthe
continuous improvements.

Also slated for the Campbell Highway are interimface
repairs from kilometre 110 to 190. These improvetsieare
meant to maintain the integrity of the road surfaoél future
road reconstruction can happen. $1.5 million isedsldor this
work and will be carried out, in collaboration withe depart-
ment's Transportation Engineering branch and peivequip-
ment rentals. Both the commercial trucking industnd pri-
vate citizens will benefit from these upgrades.

On one of my rural tours, when | was up that roeel is-
tened to the truckers on there talk about the aszd work on
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the road and how it was a lot safer for the otlempte travel-
ling that road.

Work continues also on the Atlin Road. This yeaighd
ways and Public Works have allocated $2.6 millionrecon-
struction that will happen from kilometre 32 toddtetre 36.5.
This work will include earthwork, drainage improvents,
base construction, guide rail replacement, and B&Tacing.
The resulting road will meet an 80-kilometre-perthaesign
standard and have a BST surface.

Preliminary engineering and environmental studidshe
undertaken to ensure the department is ready fditiaaal
improvements and upgrades in the future. Althoungh gtretch
of road has low traffic volumes, the road must eadadverse
weather conditions, and improvements will increteeopera-
tion and safety, as well as reducing the maintemasts and
vehicle operating costs. This project will also giexte work for
contractors, as well as potential employment fanesmf the
local area residents.

Another critical element of the department’s plaignand
management processes is a comprehensive pavemaagera
ment system that has been in place for a numbgears. This
system indicates that much of our asphalt paversemhing
overdue for rehabilitation. Part of this rehabtlba process
includes pavement overlays with warm mix asphalte Te-
partment has allocated $2.93 million for this tygevork, and
this is going to happen on the Alaska Highway frkinmetre
1437 to 1442, and on the Klondike Highway from Kiletre 24
to 25 and 36 to 37. This work increases the leVelprating
safety and also, again, reduces maintenance costeishort
term, and improves the surface quality of the higjvor all
users.

Near and dear to my heart here, in it{ §8ar, the Shak-
wak project continues in partnership with the Goweent of
Canada, the Government of the United States, theei@ment
of Alaska and Government of Yukon.

To date, this project has encompassed the relsiaitit of
the Alaska Highway and Haines Road and the replanésof
the Beaver Creek, the Donjek, the Duke and the sSRiver
bridges, which are great bridges — worth the trayelthere.
The rehabilitation work on the Alaska Highway isitquchal-
lenging due to the impacts of melting permafrosbshtravel-
lers on the Alaska Highway are well aware of thestfrheaves
created by melting permafrost underneath the rahdiée
have talked about this before.

We continue to analyze data that is being colleetethe
department’s permafrost testing site near Beaveek;rin col-
laboration with our partners, the U.S. Federal Migh Ad-
ministration, Public Works and Government Servi€asmada,
Transport Canada, the Yukon Research Centre ofllErce at
Yukon College, the Alaska University Transportatioentre,
and the Université Laval in Quebec. This reseanaiviges
much needed information required to develop cdstetife
techniques to protect roadbeds from the meltingnpéost.
This will help to reduce highway repair costs amghiove road
safety. Both Canada and the United States redizgotential
economic impacts of climate change, so this iseqaitneces-
sity. Permafrost remediation work is also parthed Shakwak

project, and this year $7 million is committed &pairing the
road at various locations on the Haines Road. Wus will
include stabilizing the roadbed and BST patchind apgrad-
ing.

The department will also continue its paving progran
the Shakwak project with another warm mix asphgtiaation
at kilometre 232.5 — Quill Creek — and at kilomef45 on
the Haines Road.

Another $8 million will be spent on repairs at ars loca-
tions from kilometre 1700 to kilometre 1902 on tAkaska
Highway under the Shakwak project. These repaillsnaude
work such as grade restoration, repairing or répipculverts,
BST patching to lessen the impacts caused by metterma-
frost. This work will not only increase safety, baay reduce
damages caused to private and commercial vehicles.

In addition to work being done under the Shakwalkjgat,
the department plans to restore existing highwafasas from
Whitehorse to the Yukon-Alaska border, west of Beareek.
The most severe frost heaves are between Whitelanie¢he
Takhini River and in Destruction Bay to the northukén-
Alaska border. The remediation work in these ang#lsim-
prove the quality of the ride and increase safetytfavellers.
These improvements will also reduce driving timentnercial
and recreational drivers will benefit, so will tleeal residents
and, of course, Alaskans — their only link to Alask

Tourism business will also be pleased about theagp
for increased traffic volumes. The department iscalting $1
million to this rehabilitation of the Alaska HighwaAlong
with the 4,850 kilometres of roads, the departnadsd main-
tains 128 bridges and crosses the many rivers weeks flow-
ing through the Yukon. While roads and highwaysnean our
communities, the bridges are critical for Yukonansportation
system. As some of you know, our partners in thetinest
Territories that deal with —

Chair: The minister has one minute left.

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: I have one minute left? That's
it? Okay. Well, I'll talk slower.

This year, Highways and Public Works has commiéd
million to replacing decks and bridges and to ffdtsome of
our infrastructure. The department will dedicateother
$500,000 toward resource-based upgrades to sonthesé
existing mining roads.

The Highways and Public Works mandate is to provide
necessary infrastructure and support safe air ltieave: support
commercial growth. The other thing | wanted to touwmn is
allocating $3.31 million toward —

Chair: Order please.

Ms. Moorcroft: | would like to thank the minister for
his opening remarks and the department officiatsafdairly
thorough briefing earlier in this sitting.

I would like to ask the minister if he can replytiwvihe to-
tal number of full-time equivalencies employed lire tDepart-
ment of Highways and Public Works. As well, I'm lang for
a breakdown of the number of positions and thd ia@hue of
the communications budget across all branches aambge-
ment areas. Also, if the minister would also likefinish his
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sentence from his introductory remarks that wouwdfine as
well.

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: Thank you to the member oppo-
site for the question. The FTEs were something thete
brought to my attention earlier.

| know that when | first started working for Highygand
Public Works years ago, we had a lot of employeea {et of
auxiliary, on-call positions and stuff like thatct&ally, through
talking to the department, | asked the same quesi® the
member. | was wondering where we were going witt.tkVe
have fewer auxiliary employees and more permarahd. jWe
can attest to that. To go to some of the grad¢iosss a lot of
the employees went on to auxiliary positions; s@rein win-
ter. A lot of them have now been able to have anpeent po-
sition, which helps toward their holiday time, pems— and
they do not get hit so hard by the tax man.

The other question the member asked was aboutamy¥ ¢
munications people. | think we have 3.5 dedicatedpte to-
wards communication, but each individual group —ittée
department. We have communications people who Wwogkl
our little departments also. There is always sordghbeho is
identified, and that comes out to 3.5 with 900 esypes — 3.5
people cannot do all of the media work, so we likgo across
to each department to be hands on when it contbsatstuff.

Chair: | would just like to remind all of the members
to address their questions and answers throughCihesr,
please.

Ms. Moorcroft: | didn’t hear an answer from the min-
ister. | had asked if he had with him the figurd%&e had indi-
cated in the budget briefing that this is inforroatithat we
would be seeking. | would like to know how manyl4irhe
equivalency positions there are in the Departmémtighways
and Public Works, including the two special opergtaigencies
— the Fleet Vehicle Agency and the Queen’s PriAggncy? |
would also like to know the number of auxiliariesdathe
number of casuals who are employed in the depattmen

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: Madam Chair, we have a grand
total of 853 FTEs. We have 14 casuals and alsamralyg ac-
tive — we would have 32.

Ms. Moorcroft: Can the minister tell us how many
auxiliaries have been employed in the workforcenfiare than
three years as auxiliaries?

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: | can’t answer that for you right
now. | can get back to you with that information.

Ms. Moorcroft: Looking at the summary page for
Vote 55, the Department of Highways and Public VEottke
total expenditures have increased by more thamdillion and

forced on the previous minority Conservative goweent by
NDP and Liberal opposition members has now beeredsed
and | want to know how the government is going ¢aldvith
it. They know that their revenues have decreasedyantheir
expenditures have gone up more than $10 millior. Mmister
did mention the collective agreement increases] thibk that
that would be a fairly small fraction of the $10Hion increase
overall.

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: Most of our investment is on
our overall capital plan — the whole plan — andtdf the
increases are through collective bargaining withND&Ve go
through an extensive list of our buildings, ourrastructure,
our roads. We prioritize projects that need to deed

As | was just talking about — the 128 bridges thathave
and the kilometres of roads — but that is just whexple see
out there. Our Internet technology and stuff likett— we
look at ways of streamlining and saving money,doe. Steal-
ing from Peter to pay Paul — that's what we havedtn
Madam Chair.

Ms. Moorcroft: When | met with the minister earlier
this winter, | had a copy of the strategic planhwite for High-
ways and Public Works from 2011 to 2016. He indidathat it
would be substantially changed when they broughwdod a
new strategic plan for 2012 to 2017. Is that regely Have the
revisions to the strategic plan been undertaken card the
minister table those?

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: I will table that. It is just about
finished. As soon as it is done, it will be tabl&there will be
some changes, Madam Chair, but | will table it @asnsas it is
finished.

Ms. Moorcroft: All right, thank you. Well, looking at
the strategic plan that is presently in effectddes set out a
number of goals that | would imagine would be simtb what
this minister will be undertaking.

One of their goals to advance strategic corporatifives
though interdepartmental cooperation — they setaontimber
of ways to accomplish that. Interdepartmental coafien is so
important to the efficient running of governmenagplaud the
minister’s efforts on that.

I'd like to ask him how he is building new First fim re-
lations in a modern treaty environment just totstéth one,
and how the department is working to combat povaryd
promote social inclusion. What actions have bekartdo date
on those corporate initiatives in the Highways dpublic
Works strategic plan?

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: First Nation relations are dealt
with under ECO and are probably best taken up with Fi-

the revenues have decreased by almost $9 million —rance minister, under ECO.

$8,955,000. Does the minister have any concernsitataw
increasing costs with decreasing revenues may eaubtain-
able?

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: A lot of the cost increases are
through the collective agreement and projects. dberease
was because that’'s Building Canada funding th&bridinish-
ing up on some of these projects.

Ms. Moorcroft: Yes, that's an important factor that
the minister has just raised. The stimulus fundihgt was

I would like to speak a little bit about interdejmaental
working relationships. Near and dear to this gorent’s heart
is cooperation and collaboration between the departs.
Some of the stuff that has been looked at, whathespace
management through departments when it come tartiadler
communities, whether it's procurement services lzandng my
department, HPW, work with the other departmentcadn-
tracts.
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It was evident in the past that we need to do tebgb.
Highways and Public Works has really worked harthat and
engaged all the deputy ministers and the otherrtrapats to
have a better working relationship.

Ms. Moorcroft: The Highways and Public Works
strategic plan on page 9 of the document says thatdvance
strategic corporate initiatives through interdepemtal coop-
eration, the department will build new First Natietations in
a modern treaty environment.

I'd like to again ask the minister to come baclhis ques-
tion and indicate what kinds of initiatives Highveagnd Public
Works has undertaken to accomplish this goal thEadment
set out?

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: At this level, the Yukon asset
construction agreements — the YACA agreements when
get into contracts with contractors, when we bdddilities,
when we do things that are over X amount of doHarshis is
some of the stuff we talk about — working with thiest Na-
tions on that, the agreements set out undeiJthbrella Final
Agreement.

Ms. Moorcroft:
department and as well, in the minister's openiegarks,
there were comments about climate change and thating
permafrost melt and polar ice loss, which increabeswear
and tear on our infrastructure. One of the solitm climate
change is to take action to reduce greenhouse mssiens
and the department has said it will play a leadprsabie in the
greening of government operations. I've taken &lab the
green procurement policy and it defines environmaignipre-
ferred products and services, assessing that thefprm the
intended function and are available at a reasoraise

Can | ask the minister if he would tell us a bitrmabout
how they measure the greening of government opasgtiand
what the plan is to reduce the energy consumptiah envi-
ronmental impacts of Yukon infrastructure, asseid apera-
tions?

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: As | spoke to a little earlier
about the permafrost and our test facility, workimigh Alas-
kan or different government counterparts and sofrteuni-
versities is one way. Also, the utilization of ghter coloured
BST up there is something that we did, and lookihgvhat it
costs to resurface.

We should get 10 years out of BST surface. Thedife
BST — sometimes you only get one year out of ihwitelting
permafrost. In Dawson, Main Street is one of ost f®ojects
that seemed to work — using a lighter coloured ntevhen
we paved Front Street in Dawson. That seems t@biag off.

Through Highways and Public Works and through sofe
our other stuff, we have a green action committe¢ has been
put together that is looking at all our infrastiwet We have
baseline data that we work with. We look at whatheacility
that we have — buildings that we have — how mucérgn
they use and what it costs to maintain them. leél&bout do-
ing space management, moving people together. Sdrttee
older facilities — maybe they are past their lifelave need to
go forward on new infrastructure. That is the dapant work-
ing with interdepartmental relationships workingtwihe other

departments. If we need a seniors facility somewtard a
nursing station, maybe it is better to put themetbgr rather
than to build a seniors facility and have a nurstagion in an
old building that costs us more to heat than the bailding
we build. Through the department, that is somethirag we
work with.

When it comes to procurement services — at thel lefre
buying, if it's something through fleet vehicles when we
look at vehicles, we start to take into consideratmainte-
nance costs on them, but also green energy — Igaokirfuel
economy, looking at how often they have to be indervice
and maintenance, lifespan — stuff like that.

Ms. Moorcroft: As the minister just referenced, the
Department of Highways and Public Works is respaasfor
instituting green procurement directives and recemsng
standards for adoption, also working with departtméo bring
forward proposals for new standards to Managemeyard
where there will be a significant financial impliiwan in a pro-
posal for a new standard.

Could the minister give me some examples of graen p

Throughout the strategic plan for the curement directives and new standards that heoigtid)?

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: We're talking new procurement
stuff to promote the green governance — so, outraonregu-
lations, policies, procedures that are fair andsistant for our
local business community. Some of our staff hawaight for-
ward things like better products — like cleaninglies, stuff
that is more environmentally friendly, some of tteff that
comes with recycled packaging, for example — dtké that.

The procurement framework really focuses on imprgvi
rules and processes for current and potential grgpfor
goods and services to the government, includingtreleic
access to tender documents, the ability to lookoatracts on-
line, as opposed to printing them off — waste gigra We all
know what that is like with the big binders. Algbrough e-
technology — looking at tablets, looking at som&veetech-
nology that we can use, so we do not have to hayéibders
like that, and that is a big saving to the envirenirand also to
our pocketbooks.

Ms. Moorcroft: The standards that are adopted pro-
vide the clearest direction to staff and the mastatl guidance
in making procurement decisions, so what shifttha supply
chain have been necessitated by this policy, wisichferenced
in their green procurement policy?

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: The change we made is for re-
searching stuff that we have — that are green mtsdand then
making them available to our staff, like our janiéb staff; get-
ting it out there to the other departments — whatstock at
our Supply Services space there. So when someloadg Ito
buy some cleaning supplies, or looks to buy sonpepat is
stuff that's environmentally friendly and it’s sfuhat is good
for the environment.

Ms. Moorcroft: Another strategic corporate initiative
that the Department of Highways and Public Works et out
in its goals to accomplish is interdepartmental pggation —
states that it will work to combat poverty and poiensocial
inclusion.
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Can the minister speak about how Highways and Publitimes you use different methods. Sometimes it'esigh/build;

Works is involved in this goal?

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: All departments support that
main goal. Through HPW, some of the initiativest thva look
at, like | discussed earlier, are space managearehsupport-
ing through our contract services and other ththgswe do.

Ms. Moorcroft:
contract administration and bid challenges. In giatistics, we
see that there were two bid challenges out of 2&0iptenders
issued. Can the minister indicate the forecasthenstats page
for 2011-12 — were those bid challenges successfulere
they resolved?

Can the minister provide some information on that?

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: On average, we have two to
three bid challenges a year. The answer to whéliegrwon or
not — | don’t have that answer, but | can get bacthe mem-
ber.

Ms. Moorcroft: I'd like to ask the minister — in rela-
tion to contract administration, what is his untenging of
design-build?

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: My understanding is that de-
sign/build is when we put out an interest and wekldor
someone to come with complete services — basitalflesign
and build. Sometimes it is a bunch of contractoh® \get to-
gether who put something in there, or it is jusé @ontractor
who has all the capabilities, or an engineeringiser— they
can do everything. That’s the idea behind desigidbu

Ms. Moorcroft: That is a fairly significant difference,
I would think, between the two possibilities theniater just
mentioned. Could | ask him to try and explain hdwe de-
sign/build process works?

Hon. Mr. Istchenko:
elaborate much more.

When the contract or the bids are put out, thereotdr
will look at what's required within the bids andnge forward
with what'’s required — put out what we require.

Ms. Moorcroft:
expression of interest or request for proposal m-not clear if
it's always the same approach — I'd like the migmigb speak
about that. Does he put a comprehensive packagghtergof
everything that will be needed?

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: In the tendering — it has the
package that explains what we require. With a daesigld, the
expertise sometimes is on their plate and they ctoneard
with stuff, but every tender has a package thataéx® what's
needed. We look for the tenders to come in andstiadien we
look at them.

Ms. Moorcroft: Does the minister think that the de-
sign/build process was a success in the case divtiitehorse
Correctional Centre?

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: Design/build is what they went
with for the Whitehorse Correctional Centre. | wagine min-
ister at the time. I'm pretty impressed with theility and the
inmates, I'm sure, are quite impressed and | thirekstaff like
it also. I've heard only good things. Design/buitd, opposed
to having an engineer design something — each yimoego to
design, or go to build something, or construct shimg, some-

Well, I am not really going to

sometimes it's not.

Ms. Moorcroft: Certainly the concern that we have
raised in this Legislature about the design/buildcpss as it
was applied to Whitehorse Correctional Centre & ihstarted
out as a $30-million project and in the end co4t 8illion and

The department is responsible for then we still have a few million left to completestarrest proc-

essing unit up there, so the budget estimates wesised up-
ward every year from the initial year of constranti

Is the minister aware of how many change ordersethe
were with all of the changes in design as thatdimg pro-
gressed? Can he tell us how many walls were tomndand
moved? How much wiring was redone? How much pluignbin
was redone?

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: No, | can't tell you how many
wires were changed and walls were rebuilt. Whatr Il you
is that a change order is not always a bad thinthiags will
come up during construction — different producksngs that
don't work.

Ms. Moorcroft: Would the minister be able to tell us
the financial value of all of the changes that werade during
the construction period?

Hon. Mr. Istchenko:
a little bit and get back.

Ms. Moorcroft: | would certainly appreciate an an-
swer if the minister could get back to us with thiarmation
regarding those changes throughout the construgieniod,
and the effect it had on the dramatically increaggding of
that facility over several years of construction.

When | was asking questions of the minister dudiastice
debate, regarding an estimate for destruction efolld White-
horse Correctional Centre building, the ministed dbt have
answers but asked me to ask the Minister of Higlswayd
Public Works the very same questions. Can the Mnisf
Highways and Public Works tell us when he thinkat tthe
contract might be let for the demolition of the @drrectional

No, | can't. | can look into that

So, when the minister puts out the Centre and if his department anticipates that itilkdbe com-

pleted within the 2012-13 fiscal year?

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: The approximate cost that we
budgeted for is around $1 million and we look astdection,
tearing it down, later this year.

Ms. Moorcroft: Does the minister know when the
tender would be ready? Could the minister also sadViow
long of a process it normally is from the time tmaight have a
tender document ready until it is awarded and tteampleted?

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: We still have some environ-
mental assessment to do on it. The tendering pspoese the
tender is put out, is usually two to four weeks. ®e looking
at getting the tender out sometime late this sumarat two to
four weeks after, we will award the tender and téi@mt tearing
it down.

Ms. Moorcroft: | also wanted to follow up on ques-
tions that were asked in December by my colleatheeMem-
ber for Takhini-Kopper King, regarding the senibmusing on
College Drive. There's a problem in that the bdbstare not
accessible. | think there must have been a bit fdwa in the
design when a seniors residence doesn’t have lmattsrdhat
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are wheelchair accessible. Have those renovati@en bin-
cluded in this year's budget estimates?

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: That would be a question for
Yukon Housing Corporation. | don’'t have the answethat.
When we debate their budget, that could be a quesisked
there.

Ms. Moorcroft: Perhaps I'll just leave that then and,
again, put in a pitch for having design work contgdieprior to
construction.

Moving on to Yukon government buildings and theem:c
sibility of Yukon government buildings — one of th&ces of
information the minister and officials provided whiemet with
them earlier was that the government is workingtange the
terms of leases as they expire and to put in timestéor a lease
that public buildings have accessibility. So I'#tdito ask the
minister how many leases have changed the terrasesult of
that new policy of having accessibility become quieement
for leasing public buildings.

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: Thank you, Madam Chair.
Sorry for my long name you have to pronounce eveng |
stand up.

When it comes to our leasing agreements — jushéract
we have signed; they are three-year leases. Thieged agree-
ments. New leases that we're working our way imMe’re
looking at the changes for accessibility.

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: To me, it is a priority, Madam
Chair. The department works as we go along to dd#st we
can to meet these obligations.

Ms. Moorcroft: Can the minister tell me, then — I'm
informed that the department is notifying landloedsl they're
renewing leases and now negotiating accessibipgrades —
whether, in fact, any new leases have yet beeredigimat do
include accessibility upgrades?

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: What | was trying to get across
to the member was that with the new leases, théeiisething
that we are working on. | do not have a specifas& coming
up or anything like that. It is just that, as wgnsinto new
leases, we look at options for disabled peoplehab daccess is
available.

Ms. Moorcroft: Would this apply only to leases for
the 2012-13 year and beyond, or would it applyrtg eurrent
leases?

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: Like | said earlier, we are under
legal obligation with leases that we sign. We db-rowe can-
not put other things on top of a lease or acquiherostuff. |
was alluding to earlier, again, that when new |sasEme up,
this is some of the stuff that we are looking &fisla priority
for me that every building that a Yukoner goes inteets re-
quirements for accessibility. Funding wise, that ebsts
money, and as money comes and as we sign new |eases

We're looking at some other avenues for longer ternmbuild new buildings, we are trying to get things topthe best

leases where if we sign into a longer lease, itrajuaes the
lessee a longer guarantee for revenue, which wioelld them
with going forward on doing some of these renovai®n

some of these. There are two leases right nowwibat look-

ing at with their legal obligations under the leagéth any

new lease we get into, there are requirementsdoessibility
through the National Building Code, as with any rnawilding

being built. This is what we work toward, but we Have

leases ongoing now. Through our legal obligatioves have to
follow through with what we signed at the time. 8ibh any-

thing new that we get into, accessibility is a nembne prior-
ity.

Ms. Moorcroft:
sued by the department, it speaks to the accomimadstrat-
egy. Just listening to the minister's answer, carndli me what
date the policy came into effect at which time ésasvould
include a requirement for a building that is acit#e®

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: We don’t have a policy. Our
new space plan that we put forward — like | alluded little
earlier and when we had discussed this before —watidthe
new contracts, new leases, new things we get imoare try-
ing to work as best as we can for people with digi@s and
access issues, whether it is requiring an elevatband rails or
bigger bathrooms for disabled people. That's sbnvieat we
look at.

Ms. Moorcroft: Well then, | will call it a plan and not
a policy. My question comes down to this: How mocka pri-
ority is it to the minister that government builgg whether
they're owned or leased, are accessible and comujily the
Human Rights Act?

Looking at the master space plan is-

standard that we can, as fast as we can.

Ms. Moorcroft: I'm pleased to hear the minister say
that accessibility for public buildings is a prigrilt needs to be
a priority. And | would point out to the ministdrat complying
with the YukonHuman Rights Act is also a legal requirement.
If an employee is hired, who has a disability anaymequire
accommodation, how long would it take before retiove
were made? Would the fact that there are so mailglitgs
that are not presently accessible impede the hofngualified
people who may have an accessibility requiremengla/it
take six months, or would it take one year to retevn order
to accommodate an employee with a disability?

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: I don’t think | want to get into
hypothetical stuff. When we post jobs and we hiréhere are
needs then we address it at that situation. Walieng about
some ongoing examples to accommodate people. Tha no
entrance here with wheelchair access is somethisguat did
last year.

So, we are working on it. When it comes to staffieg
quirements, we look for the best candidate. Mamges, if they
do have access issues, that is something we véllwlih on a
case-by-case basis.

Ms. Moorcroft: I'd like to move on to the Queen’s
Printer Agency, which has produced the 2012-13n&ss plan.
The Queen’s Printer is currently engaged in a meviewould
like to ask the minister if he has seen the firglort yet. The
business plan indicates that the review is scheduée con-
cluded within the 2011-12 fiscal year, and | ant juendering
if the minister has seen the final report.

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: First of all, | can’t believe that
somebody read the Queen’s Printer report. | thirik is a first,



664

HANSARD

April 10, 2012

but this is something that we are reviewing intdynaasically
looking at cost-saving measures throughout the Q@sd&inter
staff.

That's basically looking at ways that we can sawmney
through the department. We're not quite finishethwhe re-
view yet.

Ms. Moorcroft:
that that would make two of us who have read tiponte I'm
sure he must have read the report in preparatiothéodebate
in this sitting, as did I.

Looking at the departmental expenditures with theéh’s
Printer Agency and the private sector, the budgetpfivate
sector printing out-of-Yukon in 2011-12 was $1.23dlion
and the estimate for the current fiscal year in mieEn esti-
mates is $1,296,900. The private sector printinyukon esti-
mated for this year is $3.3 million.

Can the minister explain the high value of privagetor
printing being done out of the Yukon? Would thislude ads
regarding the Peel River watershed, for instance?

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: Yes, | did also have questions. |
did read that also. The question asked — thataff’'stbest
forecast; it's not individual, no ideas — it's whtitey plan.
Like everybody, they have plans. Each departmees dsti-
mate costs for the next year.

Ms. Moorcroft: Is the minister able to provide
breakdown of the kinds of printing work that’'s d@nkn the
current year, it's $1,238,000 and the forecastrext fiscal
year is $1,296,000.

The minister must have some information regarditgtw
private sector printing costs outside of Yukon ewgered with
more than $1 million in expenditures in his depantn

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: What | want to get to is that we
do stock printing, likeHansard, Madam Chair. That’s some of
the stuff we do, but it depends on the departmemtd it
changes. We contract out when a departmental ainteseds
something. Maybe it can only be handled by a comman of
the territory, so that would be it.

For the member opposite, | can go through and gethe
exact where whatever went, but a lot of it is diéfg depart-
ments, there are different contracts. It's différanshes, not
everything is the same, and not all printing isghme.

Ms. Moorcroft:
tions across the department in general debatel, Wwotld ap-
preciate a breakdown of how that money is beingtspe pri-
vate sector printing outside of Yukon.

| also have some questions related to the privattos
printing within Yukon, which was over $3 million the 2011-
12 fiscal year and is estimated to be over $3 omllagain this
year. How is that tendered? Is there a standirgy effjreement
put out for tender? Does the Queen’s Printer Agescle
source a number of private sector printers? Hove diois proc-
ess work for the bulk of printing? $4.5 millionspent in pri-
vate sector printing and $649,000 within Queen’sntEr
Agency. If the minister could give some informati@garding
the contracting process, that would be helpful.

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: We follow our procurement, our
contracting process that we have within the depamtmSome

a

of them will be a standing offer. It all depend$ey are all
different — whether it's one of the corporationsrdpsome-
thing — whether it's brochures. It all varies on attwe are
after, but we do follow our contracting regulations

With the other departments, too, procurement 1@h- c
tracting services, we are working with the othepatéments to

I’'m sure the minister meant to say get some of the newer employees who are new tgahe —

so they understand our contracting services analivadhere
— so we don’t wind up with some of the — sometinyes
hear that contracting services within a departniemtifferent
from another one. We would like to all be standeedi and
make it easier for people who are putting in canga

Ms. Moorcroft: So, are these standing offer agree-
ments for printing done on an annual basis? Wdube ia two-
year agreement or is it put out for tender evearye

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: When it comes to standing of-
fers, no more than three years. Some of them dferetit.
Some are one year, some are two — but no more ttirae
years.

Some of the other stuff that we also do within thait’s
not just printing stuff, but a lot of promotion #ttoo through
the different departments.

Ms. Moorcroft: Another term that’s used in this re-
port is “decentralized printing”. What is decentzatl printing?

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: That is about modern technol-
ogy — better printers. Some of the departments reefwith
Queen’s Printers — we were the only people thatdcda such
a large work. When it comes to printers now, wealiebeen
seeing the technology come in — colour printers stdf like
that. So, some of the departments have them witieir de-
partment now, as opposed to that.

Ms. Moorcroft: Looking at the chart of private sector
printing, there is a rather dramatic increase i c¢bsts of ad-
vertising out of Yukon. For 2011-12, the budgeimate was
for $600,000 and the forecast is now at $1.2 nmillio that is a
doubling of the cost anticipated for out-of-Yukadwvartising.

Can the minister tell us what advertising firms aift
Yukon have been hired, what advertising and pramnothey
have been doing and why out-of-Yukon advertisimoné were
engaged at double the price estimated?

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: | do not have that answer here,

I do have a number of general ques-but | can get back to the member on that.

Ms. Moorcroft: Perhaps while the member is looking
for that information, | note that not only has #&imate dou-
bled to $1.2 million for the 2011-12 fiscal yeauthhe adver-
tising budget for out-of-Yukon for 2012-13 contisuto in-
crease, and that line item is above $1.2 milliothmestimates.

Will the minister commit to bringing back a legisl& re-
turn with that information before the end of thétisg —
unless, of course, he does have it handy — whythienate is
so high this year?

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: In response, | can get that to the
member opposite before the end of the sitting. Was a ques-
tion that | had also, Madam Chair.

Ms. Moorcroft: I'm pleased that the minister has
some of the same questions that | have. | wouldempgte hav-
ing answers to them as well. I'll look forward twat return.
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I'd like to ask questions regarding the Fleet Véhic

Agency operations as well. While a majority of fleet vehi-
cle operations is with government vehicles, theee aso ex-
penditures for third party rentals. I'd like to aslle minister:
What is the contracting process for third partyigkhrentals,
and how many service agencies — how many rentéhésses
have contracts with the Government of Yukon to $upgntal
vehicles?

Hon. Mr. Istchenko:
need for more vehicles, and quite often having licke on
standby that would sit parked all winter long igty much a
waste of taxpayer dollars. So using the rental clekiin the
summertime, when we do have increased work to be,dmnd
the contracting procurement services for those widaé the
same as with everything else — it's a standardrechtagree-
ment that we sign with them. It alleviates the nembf fleet
vehicles we have, so we're not over-tasked, amdavides us
with more equipment during our busy times of tharye

Ms. Moorcroft:
number of standing offer arrangements with vehiefgal busi-
nesses in effect?

Hon. Mr. Istchenko:
Madam Chair.

Ms. Moorcroft:
ment to work on addressing the climate change ragtian and
working at reducing greenhouse gas emissions.ik&tb ask
the minister about the energy efficiency ratindleét vehicles.
What steps is the minister taking to reduce greesbogas
emissions and to support the purchase of less sikgeand
more energy-efficient vehicles?

Hon. Mr. Istchenko:
the new vehicles that we buy — part of the grearcrement
— some of the stuff we have been discussing is wirethook
at fuel mileage, we look at size. There are sonmgadments
that do require bigger vehicles, with freight. lbuy look at
some of the vehicles — you see when you walk inbokvinere
every day, the smaller van-type of vehicles thathage pur-
chased for the mailroom. We are not running a lig; we are
running a smaller one. They are more fuel efficifiitey get
around the city easier for parking. Everything defsea little
bit, but when it does come down to that — | knowewh went
and did my tour this year, we didn’'t have a big)da pickup
truck. We had a smaller vehicle and the mileage wabkdid
notice a difference.

Ms. Moorcroft:
Public Works is responsible for information and coumica-
tions technology across all of government. Althougginy de-
partments have their own information technologyatapents,
what monies would be saved if there was coordinatibin-
formation technology in Highways and Public Works?

Can the minister explain how that operates?

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: Here is one for you: 80 million
spam messages were filtered from incoming emaiOikl-12.
That is crazy.

When it comes to IT stuff — it is crazy. ImagineathOr
you would never be able to get to work because yobiox
would be filled with junk mail.

We use rental vehicles, with the

| don’t know the answer to that,

| applaud the efforts of the depart-

Our department does push with

The Department of Highways and

When it comes to the individual departments, soffmhe
ICT stuff that they have is departmental, sort iof,exactly
what they do. But what we do at the big scale stediving
money, is getting out to the departments that —efample,
we are signing an agreement with Microsoft on alpob that
another department would not need to go and dausecwe
already have this. That is just one example. Sbeabig level
we work with the departments on that, but, likaidsfor some
of the interdepartmental stuff they need differapplications,
but for some of the major applications we use tghodesign
and through other systems, we do try to includehalldepart-
ments.

Ms. Moorcroft: The minister’s Information and Com-
munications Technology branch budget statementsatalthat
its function is to provide leadership and adviceljoth a cen-
tralized network and software and telecommunicasiervices
and managing the government’s information assetsliké to
talk today about a knowledge-based economy. Thasmb

Does the minister know if there are amean simply jobs in the information technology eecit also

refers to the use of information technology for idkearch,
science, arts, trades, and applied arts. | thinkawe a particu-
lar responsibility to ensure our children and yoh#tve access
to computer technologies in a place like the Yukdaw tech-

nologies can really help to reduce the distancéwdsn com-

munities and this can be particularly beneficialéducation of
rural students — allowing rural students to takeirses that
they might not otherwise be able to take by ushegriew Pro-
methean boards.

So | would like to ask the minister about what istveents
the Information and Communications Technology bhain
making in ensuring that the Department of Educaiiorits
delivery of school services to our youth is offgrindequate
and appropriate information technology resources.

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: Within HPW and ICT, we take
the big corporate look at it — within Education,ttgey the
model education — the programming that they wanmidése an
education thing. | just know some of our discussitirat we've
been having lately through Yukon College about eidenfer-
encing — now that we have cell service in all comenunities,
and trying to get better cell service and work viiib industry
on that — utilizing that and utilizing some of thewer tech-
nologies to work with Education in providing sonfehds with
some of the new infrastructure that we build.

Education puts out their plan and how they wanivtok
together. Some of the stuff that we have throughbily corpo-
rate stuff is coordinating, modernizing the goveemt with
our government websites allowing people to accestine
rather than have to, for example, drive to Whitekado talk to
somebody in person.

Ms. Moorcroft: | thank the minister for that. | think
Yukon College first brought in its video conferemgicapabil-
ity close to 15 years ago, so | would certainly entpthat that
has improved over time. | do want to come back askl the
minister about his commitment to working to ensiina there
is good access to information technology in theosth and
that some of the newer initiatives like the Promath boards
will be made available to rural schools, as welliradVhite-
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horse where there may be some sharing possiblethabdhe
minister will be playing the leadership role, natlyoin ensur-
ing procurement of those new technologies, butrisugng
there is adequate support and training.

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: | think at the bigger corporate
level we do the servers, the network connectivitg, hardware,
the network components, the network security, @@ dentres
and some of the stuff we do through printing. Eamtividual
department, whether we are talking about telehdhlsh you
can get into when we debate the other departmbotifjets —
some of that stuff will come up more. At the lardgvel, stuff
that we do — this is sort of what our departmergsdo

Ms. Moorcroft:
tion of privacy is also housed with the Governmehityukon
and I'd like to ask the minister about his commitinto open
government and to providing access to informatiefd oy a
public body.

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: | guess our priorities would be
promoting the inclusion of quality assurance focorel man-
agement within the departments’ strategic plangegirating
electronic records into a lifecycle records manag@megime,
developing and communicating additional best pcactuide-
lines for government employees who deal with actesm-
formation. That’s basically it, Madam Chair.

Chair:
cess?

All Hon. Members:

Chair:
minutes.

Agreed.
Committee of the Whole will recess for 15

Recess

Chair: Committee of the Whole will now come to or-
der. We will continue with debate on Vote 55, Depamt of
Highways and Public Works.

Ms. Moorcroft: As we left off, we were speaking
about theAccess to Information and Protection of Privacy Act,
and I'd like to ask the minister about a numbesgécific items
related to the purpose of the act to give the pualiright of
access to records that would allow individuals ¢quest cor-
rection of personal information, for instance, grévent the
unauthorized collection or disclosure of persomébrimation.
Public bodies need to embrace the right to acadssniation
stated in the law and resist any tendency to withiiforma-
tion without valid reason.

I'd like to ask the minister for his comments orveleping
an updated and coordinated record management sysierss
government and for all public bodies, so they aspond effi-
ciently to access requests and protect privacy.

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: ICT is leading a group to have
that, so all records across the board, througlieflartments,
are together.

Ms. Moorcroft: Is the minister able to give us an es-
timate of when an updated and coordinated recorbhgement
system may be completed?

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: There is a three-year program in
place, where they pull members from departments thed

The access to information and protec-

train them on this, so each department is traihedsame for
the access to records. We have done a few of tharitheents
and are working on getting more of them done.

Ms. Moorcroft: I've certainly heard that people will
find there is not necessarily a consistent resptmsecess to
information requests across government.

| want to stress that the purpose of the act igite the
public a right of access to records unless theypavtected for
reasons of personal privacy and other legitimatsars that
are specified in the act. There needs to be thagigorbalance
between providing information if it can be released protect-
ing information that can’t be released.

The minister spoke about training. | wanted to i@skere
was regular and consistent training and supportiferATIPP
coordinators for every department, because somessado in-
formation and protection of privacy coordinators ub be
dealing with information requests frequently, bulhers less
frequently. There’s a need to have good trainingpdeegu-
larly offered and support for the ATIPP coordinato€an the
minister give me a little more detailed informatiamout that?

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: The ATIPP coordinators meet
every year. They pass on information — things ttwtld be
done better; things that they've learned. Alsot kesar they
developed new guidelines. Some of the amendmertkeipast

Order please. Would the members like a reto the act, which were really good, extended to esarhour

major institutions: Yukon College, the Hospital @oration,
Energy Corporation and Yukon Workers’ Compensation
Health and Safety Board — stuff like that.

Ms. Moorcroft: Does the minister think then that it
might be useful to have the ATIPP coordinators nmaete
frequently than once a year — perhaps three or fioues a
year?

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: They do meet more than once a
year. They meet — I'm not sure how many times, thaey do
meet more than once a year.

Ms. Moorcroft: Is training offered more than once a
year?

Hon. Mr. Istchenko:
support.

Ms. Moorcroft: | have a question for the minister re-
lating to custodial services. Janitorial services mow being
done by contract at Golden Horn Elementary Schaxbf Feb-
ruary 24, to the end of the school year. | was mdgeat a
school council meeting and this is a pilot projacthis school.
Apparently, the custodians who had been workingetiveere
assigned to other work sites and there were ndfiayo

Is the government contemplating moving toward csttr
ing out custodial work for schools?

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: We're keeping all our custodial
staff. This is just a pilot project to look at hakings work and
work better, but there is no appetite to get ricioy of our ex-
isting custodial staff. This is just a pilot prdjec

Ms. Moorcroft: The follow-up questions that | would
have for that, then, is whether the departmenbisglthis any-
where else or if Golden Horn school is the onlycplavhere
they have embarked on this pilot project, and colddminister
tell us how they will assess the pilot project?

It is ongoing training and peer
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Hon. Mr. Istchenko: We're also doing this pilot pro-
ject at the Law Courts building. With this pilotgpect, we're
looking at performance to see how they do, seelgemnliness,
the satisfaction of the tenants of the building -hether it be
the school — looking at the cost to see the conipareosts.
We have a huge turnover when it comes to custaéialice so
to see if this would work with keeping custodiadfét

Ms. Moorcroft:
referred to the high levels of traffic volumes whiare particu-
larly increasing between the Carcross Cut-off amel Mayo
Road Cut-off. The minister stated that they hadcalted
$200,000 to develop a long-term plan for the Alakkghway
between kilometre 1404 and kilometre 1437.

Could the minister first tell me exactly where thes, if
that is — it doesn’t seem long enough to be from @arcross
Cut-off to the Mayo Road turnoff. So what is theamwhere
they are allocating funding for a long-term plam dmoking at
the capacity of the highway to tolerate increasetime of
traffic and, as well, the safety performance? Mwstiduents
have spoken to me about the side roads along tlaskal
Highway and in between the Mount Sima Road and:theff
that come out and there are some safety concemg abme
of those. | did raise that in the December — th&t fitting of

son, field trips that the Department of Educatiakes students
on, the Yukon Energy Corporation, and the Departmoéfn-
vironment. There is also mining exploration in grea and a
potential for additional tourism use. | asked thiaister about
assisting with snow removal so the students coetdgt to do
their cultural activities up the Aishihik Road —uadly they
have February and March bison hunting and cultarapg—

In his opening remarks, the minister and he indicated that there wasn’t a budget. Kd to ask the

minister if he might be prepared to support battaintenance
on the Aishihik Road to assist all of the many aggoups that
would benefit from it.

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: Right now, Highways and Pub-
lic Works doesn’t have a budget from 27 mile orkdl@metre
up. The money for the snow removal that was traresfieto
Champagne and Aishihik First Nations comes from Ere
partment of Education.

We are working on a plan for this. Education is wuyén
concern for me and this government — that we haveppor-
tunity for our youth to get out there and enjoy émeironment.
Having the school bison hunts is a great way totigetyouth
involved, whether it is snowmobile safety or leagiabout
hunting ethics or some cultural traditional stuff.

Yukon Energy doesn’t access the Aishihik Road fréitn

the 33" Legislative Assembly. I'm wondering if the ministe mile on. There’s an existing contract with a locahtractor; he

can provide me a little more detail on what hisplare.

Hon. Mr. Istchenko:
Cut-off to the Mayo Cut-off. The department quititea re-
ceives concerns about excessive speed, speed zmasssing
zones, signage. We're planning this and they'rékilog into it
right now with — like we had spoken to earlier witte future
traffic growth — looking at having it a safer areamaybe a
four-lane highway with a slower lane for some of thigger
traffic.

With this plan, there are a lot of things we havdobk at.
For example, at the Airport Chalet, when you sitvdan there
and eat, you are on the road right-of-way. Our tesiance
building for the airport is also on the road rigifitway. Noise
would be a concern. The little bit of work that Wwave done
out toward the Mayo Cut-off — we have had a cowugfleom-
plaints. People can hear the traffic as you cugvamore trees
down. There is lots of stuff — sound barriers —ttive have
to look at with that — a magnitude of this with many roads
attached to it. We have to have a pretty compretemsan for
that.

Ms. Moorcroft:
tion of $200,000 would begin that plan. Is the i@ planning
to have a multi-year project in developing a plan this? Or
does he think that over the next current year heldvbe able
to complete a plan?

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: Most likely it would be a multi-
year plan. There are a lot of stakeholders involmesbmething
like this, so it would have to be done over muétigkars.

Ms. Moorcroft:
minister is the use of the Aishihik Road, whichpisesently
maintained only as far as kilometre 28.

However, the Aishihik Road is used year-round byaiGh
pagne and Aishihik First Nation citizens, huntefsmood bi-

does some of the snow removal on the first pare Ohthe

That goes from the Carcross concerns from the contractor is sometimes he losesey,

because it's maintained elsewhere. So we're workbggther.

We have an interdepartmental working group. Webing to

be sitting down to discuss the Aishihik Road. la toreseeable
future, access up in that area is becoming more raoce

prevalent. We set a precedent by maintaining itthede are a
lot of elders who like to get up to their villagay we’'ll be sit-

ting down to figure out exactly how we'’re going go about
doing this.

As you know, different snow years create differissues
with the road. By maintaining the road in the wititee with
the grader, they build windrows, which start gléoig the
road. Then in the summertime, we deal with issuiéis flood-
ing and washed-out culverts and glaciers. So thsmething
we do have to look at and will be looking at.

Ms. Moorcroft: I'm sure the minister has heard from
a number of user groups, as have I, and so I'lleekpo stay
informed on that file as it moves along.

| heard the minister speaking in his opening remathout

For the current fiscal year, the alloca-— 1 think it was $1 million for improving the NortiCanol

Road. | did not hear any mention of the road bebwegro and
Ross River. It has been a long-standing concermpeufple
working in Ross River and residents of Ross Rikat the road
width and the road surface between Ross River ard IS5
deficient; that it has not seen much in the wagxgenditures
over the years; that the road is too narrow in spfaees; and
that it has some bad corners. There hasn’t bealirfgrapplied

Another matter | have raised with the to do some work on the road between Ross RiveilFanol

Could the minister indicate whether or not there any
plans to improve the road between Faro and RossrRiv

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: As we look at all our infrastruc-
ture, we do traffic counts and look at the amountraffic
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when it comes to that section of the road. Rebugdhe top
surface of that road — the questions and concehasé¢ heard
have been: Why don’t we just BST that road? Wék sub-
base underneath it would create a lot of work, iameuld cost
a lot of money. If we look at all our roads — aJ880 kilome-
tres of them — and prioritize on traffic needs thave been
identified, that is an issue. We understand théierg@ have
been some clearing contracts for visibility reasfarssome of
the corners and stuff like that. It is on our radaut there is
only so much money to go around. We are workindn Jahg-
term projects to see what we can do.

Ms. Moorcroft: I don’t think that will be a very satis-
factory answer to the residents of Ross River. &lage a num-
ber of other small communities throughout the Yukod most
of them have very good road access. The excepsidRoss
River, and this has been an outstanding need éolagt decade
or more.

There is a huge transportation budget for roadtcoctson
and road maintenance in this department, and | dvbkié to
ask the minister if he can explain to the peoplé&ko§s River
why the low traffic count to their community woubeé any less
worthy of funding for road improvements than thefftc count
to Faro, or to Pelly Crossing, or Carcross, or ather road in
the territory.

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: Not to take lightly the fact that
Ross River isn't any less important than Beaverekré&aro or
anywhere else — we have road indexes, infrastradhdexes
for all our infrastructure.

With a very poor subgrade base of it, and the exen
cost to upgrade it — it's something that we areking into to
see what measures can be taken to make the rdad. IBett to
get back to the member’'s comment, it is not thatsRRiver is
any less important than Dawson or Watson Lake.

Ms. Moorcroft: | believe that it was on April 1 that
the government issued a media release that therMatoicles
branch has been formally moved back to the tranapon
division. That certainly makes a lot of sense.dtjwanted to
ask the minister if he will confirm that the expénces for the
Motor Vehicles branch are found in the Highways &ublic
Works main estimates.

Hon. Mr. Istchenko:
Transport Services.

Ms. Moorcroft: Considering that Motor Vehicle Ser-
vices are now part of the Highways and Public Wotkeve a
guestion related to another branch of Highways BRudblic
Works that perhaps doesn’t have a good fit therd that is the
French Language Services Directorate. Does thestainihink
that the French Language Services Directorate psogpiately
housed in Highways and Public Works?

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: We provide a whole host of ser-
vices to different central services, so | don'tlisedave a
comment on that.

Ms. White: We’re going to move right into the French
Language Services Directorate, if we could. Cangxplain to
me what are the responsibilities of the French uageg Direc-
torate and how the goals are measured?

Yes, they would be within

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: French language services —
you'll have to ask the minister responsible for riete Lan-
guage Services when it's her time to come up. ltdwave an
answer to that.

Ms. White: With the French Language Services Di-
rectorate placed in Highways and Public Works, nt$ you as
the minister, then, who will be answering thosestjoas?

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: Minister Taylor is the minister
responsible for French Language Services.

Ms. White: So my question is for the French Lan-
guage Services Directorate. Will they be answema onder
Highways and Public Works or at a different pointidg the
budget debate?

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: It will be answered by the min-
ister responsible for the French Language Seniiesctorate.

Ms. Moorcroft: It's rather interesting that | began
discussion on the French Language Services Dirgetoby
asking the minister whether he thought the direttowas ap-
propriately housed within the Department of Highweaand
Public Works. While he didn't have a comment ornt,tle is
now asking us to direct questions on the provigibrrrench
language services to the Minister of Community $es/

We have in fact completed budget debate on the fbepa
ment of Community Services. We do have questiogardéng
the French Language Services Directorate. Is theéster re-
sponsible for the French Language Services Diratdonow
prepared to answer questions in the Highways anblidPu
Works general debate on the French Language Serflicec-
torate, or would she prefer a recess to call inesother offi-
cials, or can the government let us know what tpkins are?
Surely they anticipated that we would in fact hayeestions
regarding the government following tk¥éficial Languages Act
and providing French language services to the gowent and
to the public.

Chair:
cess?

All Hon. Members:

Would the members care for a five-minute re-

Agreed.

Chair: Committee of the Whole will recess for five
minutes.

Recess

Chair: Order please. Committee of the Whole will

now come to order. We are continuing debate ore\6&t De-
partment of Highways and Public Works.

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: Highways and Public Works
will be back up again, so we can bring the staffrom the
French Language Services Directorate. It's underbmgget,
so | can answer the question too, if that's okaywe can carry
on with general debate.

Ms. Moorcroft: Right. I'll thank the minister for that
commitment. | have a question related to the Alasighway
in the Marsh Lake area. People are perplexed bygttte of the
Alaska Highway between — | believe it's south M'@tick
and Mitchie Place. It was pavement and now it's BBE&si-
dents have said the road is worse than before!dSliké the
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minister to explain why there was a switch from graent to
BST.

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: When we went from pavement
to BST, it was just about money. It costs you h@es as much
— it will cost you way more money to lay pavemdmdrn BST.
The subsurface underneath — whether it's BST oepeant,
it's the same material. So we went with BST becatise lot
cheaper. Also, the aggregate size we use in BShenvinter-
time provides a little bit rougher surface, whishactually safer
and provides a little bit more traction during pkpy condi-
tions.

Mr. Barr: I'll just continue with that a little bit. A
constituent actually came in today and asked attmuthange
from pavement to BST. Speaking of the rough coon#i—
this is also a concern with the last two works believe it's
south M’Clintock and Mitchie Place, but also neamles Lake
on the Carcross Road to the Carcross Cut-off. Botke areas
were done last year — they certainly don’t matchtaphe
BST. It's very rough. At both places, where it sshiés from
the old BST to the new, there is an elevated bumpuite a
bump — on the Lewes Lake area, but then on the IMaake
area, it is actually a question why there woul@évén be bump
flags or bump signs. It's serious enough that,peaking with
the ambulance drivers who are bringing people tirgauses
quite a bit of pain to anybody who is in the ambgeka

Is the construction completed, for one, and what theen
the total cost? Are there permafrost problems th&ve would
like a commitment to look into this, actually.

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: Absolutely. The two areas that
you're talking about were a bit of an issue up iy nding too,
actually, where they connected the BST to exis®®jI or
BST to pavement. Some of it goes to compactionthadraf-
fic, after the fact, packs it a little bit more.r8e of it has to do
with overlap. When it comes to the safety issuis & big con-
cern and | will commit to making sure that | knokey'll go
out with pre-mix or coal-mix and level them out gey're
smoother and/or work on them and make sure thersafety
flags if it is that bad. | haven't driven it, butdb know what
he’s talking about, so it's important for safetathve get those
fixed. | will commit to that.

Mr. Barr:
tion, moving from pavement to BST in these high yapion
density areas. In both of those areas where itly weuch
rougher, there are also a lot more rocks flying arashy people
are very frustrated with the increase in their wgimelds being
chipped in both of these areas. | don't know iftghahere the
minister opposite has also an increase, but orieeothoughts
on this was that from, say, Carcross to Jakes Cotina&t it be
pavement, given the cost of tire replacement. lf'r@driving
on pavement, your tires wear way less than ifatisBST. | do
know many motorcycle users and car owners who bave-
place their tires a lot more often. The pavemehglieve, does
last longer. Could the minister respond to this?

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: The issue with rocks and wind-
shields — sometimes some of the material in ansegson
where we lay more sanding material — once the ietanthe
rock stays on the road and it will be on into summe

After we lay BST, we have a process whereby we go

through and clean repetitively. One problem thahes with
BST is the fact it depends on weather conditiorsn&imes
we have a very short maintenance season, and lay8ST a
little later in the season, it's not as warm outitsdoesn’t ad-
here as well as if you lay stuff earlier. So, sdimes you will
have rocks that will come out later on. The cogtafement —
we couldn’t afford to maintain our highways in tintertime
if we were going to pave every section of highway have.
There would be no money for maintenance in the eviime,
so BST is our only option. The Shakwak project risagree-
ment with our counterparts in Alaska and the Uni¢ates. It's
their dollars and cents that come into doing tiae rest of the
roads in the Yukon will go with BST because itffoedable.

Mr. Barr: | just have a couple more questions. They
do relate to both those highways again, and them fdakes
Corner to Teslin.

There were several folks that came up to me frosiiif éo
Jakes Corner, for example, this winter, who steteat the
roads themselves — they would drive to town in ti@ning
and it wouldn’t be plowed and they would go bacK &slin in
the evening and it still wouldn’t be plowed, seviis a concern
of theirs. | would like to inquire about that. Alfoom Carcross
Corner to Carcross, every year there seems to g people
going off the road. Over the years I've lived thared by the
candy cane poles — | don’t know if the minister opife is
aware of that one corner — but just generally altiveg road,
people have been saying that they would like torseee sand
and the plows changed — the graders change thadeblto
actually get the ice off the road.

This brings me to the second part of the quest®there
succession training in Highways and Public Workscause
when | speak to some of the old-timers who havekearon
the highways, they attribute this issue to the déadot being
changed as often and therefore not cutting down.

Is this a cost of trying to save money? If so, desh't
make sense with the cars overturning in the ditchgshey do.
Also that with the BST in these areas — becauseishkind of
a new problem that we've seen — some of the oleétarare
saying that the people coming up and replacing tleexk suc-

Costs have also been brought to my atteneession training, so even the mixture isn’'t quight. So we

have a big difference. Those are my questions.

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: First, | will speak to the snow
removal and sanding policy. | work on — as all menstknow
— an open-door policy when it comes to concernsfamn-
stituents, to come forward and | will address threght away if
the road hasn't been plowed and we hear aboutfitoQOrse,
the member is talking about the main highways, Wwhace a
priority because of bus services and ambulanceicesnand
stuff like that. We have a snow removal policy andanding
policy that all foremen know and adhere to.

Climate change is something we have addressednitibi
department. With my background in my previous jotrking
for the department, | have seen the change — leelvigkoner;

I think we've all seen it. We don't get 4fkgrees below for
three months at a time any more; we sometimes ajetand
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quite warm weather. So that's something that I'vsiged the
department to address and look at other optionthédr

| was just actually down with my safety and tramiguys.
To get to your training question, we were talkitgat some of
our older workforce retiring. Most of them we'vl laad cof-
fee with at Tim Hortons or A&W. We have a procesplace
for grader training. When it comes to costs withdgr blades,
there are two types of ice blades. There is sandnit then
there are regular ice blades. The sandvics last@time; they
are way more expensive. But the ice blades departbar we
operate the graders and how we roll your moldbdaedblades
last the same, whether you're an inexperiencedkpergenced
operator.

The changing times with the environment — I've liear
more concerns. | would encourage everyone who tess
concerns, if it's brought to our attention right ayw— it's
pretty hard to rely on timing and get a plow truek when the
snow is melting now, but that's how | like to wounlthin this
department.

Mr. Tredger: Thank you to the personnel from
Highways and Public Works and welcome to the Latisk. |
appreciate the briefing that we had earlier ontéwadk you for
working with the minister to answer the questions.

One of the things | was thinking as | heard thenemmisg
of questions: a number of years ago the Auditore&ardid a
report on education. One of the things they wenkiltg for
was a long-term strategic plan for meeting the lehgkes of
aging buildings and in this case — I'll paraphrdas® it makes
sense for Highways and Public Works, with the AaidiGen-
eral’'s permission. To deal with things such as @dinildings
or roads, in this case, such a plan would take a@oount
emerging needs, current inventory, climate chairgerder to
make optimal use of the resources in preparing fia ob-
jectives. Such a plan would identify risks and ak-i
management plan, helping us to anticipate theke timt could
impede the reaching of our objectives.

| know the minister opposite mentioned a coupl¢hoke.
I'm glad to see that they're being taken into actour his
doesn't just apply to roads. We should be thinkabgut build-
ings, as well, as witnessed when the school was ibuRoss
River — as the permafrost melted, the school chardjeec-
tion. Things like climate change in roads, in buigs, chang-
ing needs in the communities as we move to dedezstian,
as communities take ownership of more of the thithgs are
happening in their communities through decentrabra Many
of the buildings are aging, so it would be impottsm have
such a plan so that we could look at how to moftiehtly
meet the needs of the municipalities or the Fiigidhs as well
as the needs of Yukon government. It might incltidegs like
a residence or a room for Yukon government officialhen
they're visiting. It could include things like acénsing area as
well as a local area. Many of the buildings arenggl speak to
the people in Carmacks, in Mayo, in Haines JunctiorWat-
son Lake and in Teslin — the infrastructure is ggin

| guess my question is, if I'll come to the poilio we
have such a plan? Are we working on a plan anaveifdo,
could it be tabled, please?

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: | guess I've sort of answered a
little bit of it in previous questions. We have mahan 350
buildings across the Yukon and we have an inventdrgur
buildings. One thing that we've started doing, wogkwith all
the departments, is not on a who-can-squawk-thd-toeget-
their-new-facility — all the different departmerttsat are all in
their different buildings — we’ll just talk buildgs because the
member opposite was going to highways and buildibgs!’ll
go on to buildings for this one — and we talkedw@libe leas-
ing of buildings too. | think we have 138 separkgases. So
when we look at these buildings we have done rislessment
on a lot of the buildings. We've looked at all ttaeilities that
we have. We've looked at coming across from théediht
departments that everybody has a wish list of wieatds to be
done and there is only so much money to go arosmeyhen it
comes to — is it worth it to look at that buildimgd put an-
other, you know, X amount of dollars into it, oriishetter to
work with another department to build a new buiidfior the
long-term future.

We don’t have an actual plan on paper, but we de ha
through the department — everybody has analyzedntine-
structure that they are in, the state of the itfuasure, priori-
tizing which is the worst, which need to be donebbdy goes
anywhere if we don’t plow the roads, but if you wa&m come
on a tour of some grader stations, | will show gome build-
ings that are in dire need. But, like we said, we lauilding a
new school for F.H. Collins; it costs money to bustuff and
there is only so much money. This is a long-teranpghat we
have that we are sort of looking at working withalhour fa-
cilities across the Yukon.

Mr. Tredger: | realize that we have bits and pieces of
it in various areas and in various minds. | thibhkvbuld be
important to put down a long-term plan on paper autude
local people in that so that we move away from whoawks
loudest gets the candy. I think if you sat dowrhvtite various
communities, they would see where they are onishe |

| know it worked for schools when we did it withral
schools. They went one, two, three, four, five, @ndent over
a period of time and Mayo got theirs in turn, Carksgot
theirs in turn, and the various other schools, aei. wthink it
would also be important to do that. It would saVetaof con-
sternation. It would eliminate some of the concetret local
communities have that they will never get to oumaaunity by
making such a plan evident and involving the comitiesiin
it. 1 think we can count on the good will of Yukaseto see
where they fit and how it works, especially if thinare laid
out.

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: The capital planning initiation
phase was formally implemented in 2011. This is whee
brought the departments together with — what | wging to
get at there — a holistic approach for propertydseéhis is
not just at the high level in the department biking to your
employees at the lower property management levehe—fur-
nace repair guy who says, “Listen, you know, weh&en
sticking money into this forever. We shouldn’t duat any
more.” That’s sort of interdepartmental stuff. A & the other
departments — they enjoy the facility they're inf they don’t



April 10, 2012

HANSARD

671

know or care about the heating costs. So thisaslgkiel that
we look at.

When you talk about the municipalities and stufthihk
that would be a good question for Association okdfu Com-
munities. Every community is after the most thaytltan get
at a broad-based level to look at what's next ahdtis needed
in the communities for their infrastructure, whethis through
their official community plans or their stuff.

Through Highways and Public Works we like the inte-

grated government-wide maintenance and capitalloprent
process that we look at and sort of have a pootfolanage-
ment strategy and practices. Before, like we h#icetbabout,
just throw money here, throw money there; we'ventdied
this and looked at this. So now when projects andrifies
come forward and they come forward to the goverriragthis
level, we can look at it and say, “How is this dre toverall
list?” and we go, “Well, it doesn’t rate that higfhis would be
more important. Is it going to be politically cocte Maybe not,
but it's important that this gets done. There read for it.”
Mr. Tredger: | won't keep going on about this, but |

think it’s critical that this be made public, thats shared with

Chair’'s statement

Chair:
wait until they're recognized?

Mr. Tredger: I'm sorry, Madam Chair, | just get ex-
cited and want to talk.

Chair:
crophone to be turned on so that we can recordfgothe fu-
ture.

Mr. Tredger: | will try to remember. | think it is im-
portant that we do identify this on paper, so tbaal commu-
nities can see that — can get a sense of how ttisidles are
being made and can have input into them. | thirkiéadership
shown by a department like Highways and Public \Wavkuld
go a long way to bringing the various factions aadous de-
partments together, as well as the various commesniso that
a comprehensive plan can be developed and peopie/ kn
where they fit into it. | think we would find a lof cost savings
in that, a lot of cooperation, and it would allow 10 move on
it. I'll just move on to another question.

| brought this up before, but the Stewart Crosgadfic
light — it seems to be the only community on thghlway that
doesn’t have highway lights, street lights, and fteshing
warning signs. The traffic volume stays the samdterway
through Carmacks, through Pelly Crossing, and ¢m hayo.

It is increasing; the size of the vehicles is imsiag. | don’t see
anything in the budget for it this year, or in fhianning.

Can you tell me if it will be or, if it is in thelanning,
when it will be in the planning, what the threshidd If it's not
in the planning, what is the threshold in termgraffic — or
what the residents of Stewart Crossing need tmdretrecog-
nized? This is a very big concern. It's a traffiazhrd and a
safety concern.

Hon. Mr. Istchenko:
the question that was asked about street lightirapnges and

Order please. Can | ask the members to please_

Being recognized by the Chair allows your mi-

highway signage and speed zones. It all has toitto Wwans-
portation Association of Canada standards — the TAdD-
dards. This is done to ensure consistency acros®ryand
across Canada. So when you're driving in Nova &cetiit's
the same in all areas. Now, with increased trafficlike we
discussed earlier about the corridor between thgohad Car-
cross cut-offs — this is where our traffic countkersk at stuff
like this. Another thing that | might add is thamse incorpo-
rated or unincorporated communities request stiigbt en-
hancement, and some don’t want them. In this éagesome-
thing that would probably be better brought forwsmdhe de-
partment in the form of a concern and then we cak lat it
case by case.

It's not something that has been high on my ratddnas
been brought to my attention right now. I'll briitgforward to
the department and we can look at it and get battk an ac-
tual formal answer on it.

Mr. Tredger: Thank you for that. Sometimes statis-
tics don't tell the whole story. Stewart Crossisglown a long,
dark stretch of road. People tend to get mesmerzeithey're
driving through the winter night or through the suer night.
It's different if there’s a town or something eveZ@ minutes
than where there’s one every two or three houtbink it's
critical that that be taken into account. Also #iee of vehicles
I know the truck traffic — the B-trains — is gety heavier
and the roads are long. So please take that intsideration
when you're looking at Stewart Crossing.

Another issue that has come up from my constituisritse
need for public transit, a bus system to connestdoa City,
Mayo, probably Haines Junction and Watson Lake Withite-
horse.

There’s an increasingly aging population. A lotpafople
want to stay in their communities as they age. ey/tgo on,
they're not able to drive as much, so that | theoknething like
this would be of value to them, also in terms ofking it to
medical appointments, things like that. It's insieg and there
is no easy transportation unless you know somehddyhas a
vehicle. It currently costs our medical system #&ssantial
amount to pay for people to come in. It costs a lmemof peo-
ple to get into various appointments that are nédde legal
appointments, for medical appointments, for demtgboint-
ments, et cetera — things like that, that are ofteimg paid by
various levels of government. Has the departmeokdd at
some type of public transportation system that wdd a con-
nector, whether it be a private/public partnerstipwvhether it
be done as some kind of encouragement to encoarpgeate
enterprise to go into it — some kind of public spartation,
not only for the green energy savings, but the eafence, as
well as financial savings to the government?

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: That is something that is not on
my radar whatsoever. | am also from a small comtguand |
have residents as far north as Beaver Creek, sohledr their
concerns. There is a private company. I'm intecegtemaybe
having that private-public partnership discussiorsdéme other
avenue someday. There is bus service to BeavekCfbere
is some small bus service to some of the other aamities. |

We assess all requests, such 3%m not sure of the avenue — maybe lobbying throtingtir
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local MLA to government. It's something that is metlly on
my radar, and | don’t think public transit is sohiay — I'd

probably be more content to build a railroad toajethe heavy
ore trucks off my road so they wouldn’t be so handthem or
something like that.

Anyway, no, that is something for the public to Ideéh
— or private, sorry.

Mr. Tredger: Could you put that on your radar,
please? | think it’s critical, especially, as | sag the popula-
tion ages, as the roads develop and as the tiaffreases. |
think it's something that we, as a community, sdopfovide
for our elders and our seniors, as well as for fEeano may or
may not want to drive all the time, as well as eeging with
the government’s desire to become greener and/toeszergy.

My question now regards F.H. Collins Secondary $tho
Can you tell me where and what's happening thelease,
with the rebuilding of F.H. Collins?

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: When it comes to F.H. Collins,
we’'re right now in the process of reviewing theigesand we
plan on going to tender in the fall.

Mr. Tredger: Can the minister tell me if he is meet-
ing with the F.H. Collins Building Advisory Commé or if
they have any input into that review?

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: Let me answer that question for
the member. Yes, with the building advisory comesttright
now the stuff that we're looking at is mainly teatal stuff.
The building advisory committee was there when werew
looking at what was needed during the concept .oRight
now, we're just looking at the technical aspectstdbd make
sure — some of the stuff we have come up with teear that
we can get this to come in on time and on budget.

One of the things is that when we build infrastonetnext
to existing infrastructure, there is a big safetya@ern during
the construction, as well as it not taking awayrfrthe educa-
tion of the kids that will still be going to schoat the old F.H.
Collins Secondary School. We are looking at alt staff right
now. We hope to be out with the process in the fall

Mr. Tredger: Can the minister tell me if the geother-
mal aspect to F.H. Collins is still in the works?itl planned?
Will it be there by next fall? When can we expdw building?

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: Yes, it’s still in the plan.

Mr. Tredger: I'm glad to hear that. It leads right into
my next question. One of the things we had at Rethyssing,
when | was there at the school, was a wood-chifehand it
was an experimental stage. | remember spending soghés
shovelling the wood chips into the furnace to miakeork.

When we viewed the Whitehorse Correctional Cerlrey
had put in a new state-of-the-art wood-chip boian you tell
me if that's operating? How is it working? | underd it's
experimental, but can we anticipate it to take nodshe heat-
ing load next year? Is it fully operational?

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: Yes, it's operating fully. We
have a one-year warranty with it, so we're utilgiih It works
completely to heat the facility.

We're using our warranty to run it as much as we,
we can figure it out as best as possible. But, esup and
running.

Mr. Tredger: Great, that's good news indeed. That's
actually very exciting. | look forward to seeingatliechnology
perhaps being used in other buildings. It's sonmgthhat may
employ local people, and | think could go a longywa seeing
some of our energy needs met.

Half a million dollars on the Silver Trail to upgia it to
gravel standard — do you know what part of the ilVrail?
Would it be the area from Stewart Crossing to Mayofrom
Mayo on to Keno, because these are two fairly béggs While
$500,000 sounds like a lot of money, it isn't whenomes to
fixing roads, as you alluded to earlier.

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: I'm not exactly sure, but | can
get back to the member opposite with an answehifar

Mr. Tredger: Thank you to the minister opposite for
that. | look forward to that. The minister mentidn$200,000
for rural roads. Can you let me know what roadg thauld
include or how a local community might access foatd and
what kinds of things it is designed to achieve?

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: That $200,000 is a revolving
fund that residents — as more people develop dosidearoad
and there are more residents and more traffic eneththey
would require an upgrade. They come to the govenhmwéith
an application, and we get many of these yearly.céfeot do
all of them with the funds that we have in thatt tve look to
prioritizing them — how long they have asked fomihat they
have asked for. We look at traffic concerns, safegues,
which go with that. That is something that the d&pant does.
They can speak to the department for the applicatitd it is
residents who will put in an application for it. @it goes to
our department and we look at it on a case-by-bases.

Mr. Tredger: Thank you for that answer.

Rest stops and outhouses along the highways — | had
asked you a question earlier about it, and justtuw@mgo back
to that a little bit. Again, residents have raisieel issue a num-
ber of times. When you're travelling down the rosdmetimes
there’s a long distance between communities anglpede-
pend on access to the outhouses. The minister adioned
that we are making them more accessible. | wondém
many of those were being built this year. What thee plans?
When can | tell people on the road up to Mayo obtwson
City, where I've heard concerns? When can they expe
accessible outhouse on the way?

While we're talking about this, I've stopped at aflthem
on the way between here and Mayo. In the wintertitiney're
not only not accessible to someone who is in a ehee,
they're not accessible to anyone. The roads arevg@oand
leave a great huge berm before you can get acoodeetout-
house. | don’t believe it would take a whole buashthe roads
are plowed to stop and dig a pathway or sometraking it a
lot easier on people.

The other aspect of that is tourism. As we encairagre
tourists to come into the territory, we get peopith varying
needs and having accessible outhouses, believatnogy rest
stops would be important. I'd like to hear yourwgeon that, as
well as the number that are being built this yewt the number
that are in the budget for future building.
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Hon. Mr. Istchenko: I never thought when | got
elected I'd be talking about outhouses, but, asmtkenber has
noticed, we've gone from the old design outhousth wie lip
on it and the small door to the new cement blooksathat are
wheelchair accessible. | don’t have an exact numb&now
we replaced them and we are replacing them moen.ofthe
discussion part that the member was looking at fnoenis that
in the wintertime, with increased tourism, we ddmtgin some
of them. We don’t maintain all of them. Some of rntheve
don’t. From my perspective, and through the depantia per-
spective, | will be getting back to the departmdihiis is one of
the things that | have on my to-do list for nexhter. Whether
residents are travelling from Beaver Creek or Stewthe
member is saying that they shouldn’t have to drfime 100
miles without a rest stop and then have three @hatmain-
tained and accessible for people like the eldétyl said ear-
lier, that's something that’s on my radar andbdl looking into
that.

Mr. Tredger: The maintenance is critical too. It's get-
ting pretty ripe right now.

I'm sorry to jump around a little bit. Cell serviée the
communities: I'm told iPhones don't work in the comnities.
When can we anticipate a more up-to-date cell serwito the
communities? What's being done on that? At the stime,
the areas outside the communities — most of tHeseelice is
within about five kilometres of the community, maybive or
take some. But there are quite a few residents liwedarther
away. | know that Northwestel is looking to get aitradio
phone service as the towers are aging.

Are there any plans to replace that? Can we lookséo-
vice, especially for the mining companies that lamking for
service into their areas where the explorationappening —
where is that going?

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: | should have fun with this. As
you know, the Yukon government partnered with luaké
Wireless in the expansion of cellular phone serinc23 areas
in the Yukon and it is better. What the member gesiing at
with the 3G cell coverage — your iPhones are godbinvthe
City of Whitehorse but not in rural areas right naMorth-
westel had a monopoly, but the CRTC has openetieiparth
a little bit more, so we will have to see what ceméth that.
When it comes to the mobile radio systems, it & an old,
antiguated, outdated system that we can't afforangintain.
The infrastructure part of it is old and decrepitdait just
wasn’'t worth replacing. Satellite phones are almdstaper
than mobile phones and have channels programmedvinso
a lot of people who are rural and a lot of minimgnpanies — |
know that, as a guide, | always packed a satgilitne.

| have got the department looking to see if we dzarge a
roaming fee to all the people who come up heréénsummer-
time and utilize our infrastructure. We could gaiittle bit off
of that so we could put it back into the infrasttwe. So it's on
our radar. We work as funding comes. We've parthard it's
quite a bit better than it was, but it does needhtprove. It
does need to improve, because it would make ieeésiwork
with our ICT stuff within the rural communities —hen it

comes to some of the education stuff. There wemstipns
asked earlier.

Mr. Tredger: | appreciate that. | got a little concerned
when we were looking at 3G and then | went ovepiti up an
iPad, and they're talking 4G. So we need to gdt.drhear that
in virtually every community | visit, as I'm sur&d minister
does and our other rural counterparts.

| had asked the Minister of Community Servicesiear!
about the transportation of hazardous materialstlaadraining
around that. She referred me to the Tourism minibiet | sus-
pect it's going to take cooperation from more tfast one de-
partment.

All three of the departments are going to needotik lat
this and develop a comprehensive approach to it.

More and more companies are transporting hazanaus
terials over our roads. | know of a number of mitiest are
transporting B-trains full of cyanide gas. These gacks pass
through communities like Watson Lake, like Teslike Car-
macks, like Mayo, and there may some day come tnteci-
dent, either a head-on collision or a collisiontba road, or a
rollover or something. I'm concerned for the resgens — for
the RCMP. I'm concerned for the local residents] Bm con-
cerned for other users of the roads. | guess whaidoking
for — and perhaps you would take the leadership e other
two ministers on this — is for some way of repagtiiso that
when a truck of hazardous material comes into &ngtary,
that’s recorded, maybe at the weigh station or sloimg:

So if there is an accident down the way, a responuight
have an opportunity to know what he’s dealing withfore
they walk in. With the communication systems that ave, |
think it might be a fairly straightforward thing fmut in a re-
porting system, so that if there is an accident, say, the re-
sponders — whether it's the RCMP or Emergency Messu
Organizations — have knowledge of what they're gdimdeal
with, so they can respond appropriately.

The second aspect to that would be signage — tcemak

sure that Highways have signed any routes that etang
goods are going on, so that people know what isggtiirough
their area and that it's well signed and well mdckEhat's not
only for the residents, but for the truckers sa thay can en-
sure they'’re on a route.

Training of all the various EMO organizations — ffire
departments, the ambulance crews — throughout réee & |
know Victoria Gold, in their wisdom with Na Cho Ny®un,
came up with a plan to train some Na Cho Nydk Demimers
to respond to a potential cyanide spill.

That doesn’t help Watson Lake; that doesn’t helglifig
that doesn’t help any of the communities alongwiag where
these dangerous goods are being transported. timaik for a
comprehensive training system that is repeatedusecpeople
move on and change. Each area should have sevewplep
who are trained and are able to respond to sunlgghiA fourth
aspect would be a public awareness of the typeskanut$ of
dangerous goods that are travelling over their soadd
through their communities. So | guess I'm wondeiirtyere is
a plan or would the minister take it upon himsealf kring
Community Services, Environment, and Highways aodliP
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Works together to come up with a comprehensive ateal
with the increasing amount of hazardous materfzds are en-
tering our area? So that would be reporting, signagaining
and publicity. Thank you.

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: Okay. Just for the question
asked there — the transportation of dangerous gsoféder-
ally regulated, so it's standard across Canada.

The Department of Environment has a spill line that
can call about an environmental spill on a highwayhat stuff
you were talking about. Through federal regulatddrdanger-
ous goods, all transporters of dangerous goods wpaaies
and employees — have to be trained. The equipnhanttihey
use when they go to get their permits — and thetogget their
vehicles checked on a regular basis; the truclestriilers and
the stuff that they haul — they have to be at added. So,
there is not a dump truck with cyanide in the bac# a tarp on
it flying up the Alaska Highway. They are regulatidough
Transport Canada and the regulations are quite 15t taken
all the courses in my day.

When it comes to signage, every dangerous goodslgeh
has a placard on it with a number. The RCMP, thenfen,
most EMO and a lot of the agencies that we have hkeady
understand what those numbers are, so if it hastaie num-
ber on it they will know that it is a diesel-fugdils or whatever
it is. What it comes down to is that there are taoforegula-
tions, and | know a lot of companies that are fpanting have
a plan. | know that some of the First Nations arfthtwou
talked about with the mining companies — they arieg to be
transporting some of this stuff.

They've identified through Highways and Public Werk
through our weigh scales, that they are hauling stiiff and
then they do have a reporting process and a plan.

Seeing the time, | move that we report progress.

Chair: It has been moved by Hon. Mr. Istchenko that
the Chair report progress.

Motion agreed to

Hon. Mr. Cathers:
resume the Chair.
Chair:
Leader that the Speaker do now resume the Chair.
Motion agreed to

I move that the Speaker do now

Speaker resumes the Chair

Speaker: | will now call the House to order.
May the House have a report from the Chair of Cottemi
of the Whole?

Chair’s report

Ms. McLeod: Committee of the Whole has consid-
ered Bill No. 6, entitled=irst Appropriation Act, 2012-13, and
has directed me to report progress.

Speaker:  You have heard the report from the Chair of
Committee of the Whole. Are you agreed?

All Hon. Members: Agreed.

Speaker: | declare the report carried.

Hon. Mr. Cathers: I move that the House do now ad-

journ.

Speaker: It has been moved by the Government House
Leader that the House do now adjourn.
Motion agreed to

Speaker:
tomorrow.

This House stands adjourned until 1:00 p.m.

The House adjourned at 5:25 p.m.

It has been moved by the Government House



