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Yukon Legislative Assembly
Whitehorse, Yukon
Wednesday, April 11, 2012 — 1:00 p.m.

Speaker: I will now call the House to order. We will
proceed at this time with prayers.

Prayers

DAILY ROUTINE

Speaker:  We will proceed at this time with the Order
Paper.
Tributes.

TRIBUTES

In recognition of the International Day of Pink

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: | rise in the House today to pay
tribute to the Day of Pink. April 11 marks the Imtational Day
of Pink. On this day, communities across the cqurmtnd
around the world unite in celebrating diversity araising
awareness to stop homophobic, transphobic and &ihas of
bullying.

The International Day of Pink was started in Novatt
when two straight high school students saw a gagestt being
bullied because he was wearing a pink shirt. The $tudents
intervened, but wanted to do more to prevent horabjzhand
transphobic bullying. They decided to purchase inikts, and
a few days later got everyone in school to arriwanng pink
and to stand in solidarity. As a result, an ensickool stood
together to stop this unacceptable behaviour.

The message was clear — anyone can bully, anyanbea
victimized from bullying, but together we can sibEach year
on the second Wednesday of April, people wear pinke-
member that positive actions make a difference thadl the
change starts with each one of us. Day of Pinkdsenthan just
a symbol of shared belief in celebrating diversitis also a
commitment to being open-minded, to being undedsienof
differences, and to learning to respect each other.

school students witnessed another student beiniedbufor
wearing a pink shirt. After they intervened, theaghn thinking
about what they could do to help prevent homophbbllying.

They decided to stand in solidarity by wearing patiirts
— and I'm pleased to see most members of the Asyemb
wearing pink shirts today — and a few days lateose stu-
dents decided to get everyone in the school thhedsame.

In one study, almost two-thirds of lesbian, gaelual,
transgender — or LGBT — students and the same nuwibe
students with LGBT parents reported that they feisafe at
school. Transgender, gay and lesbian students hkbee re-
ported being verbally harassed about their perdegender or
sexual orientation.

Bullying due to discrimination comes in many fornmst
just toward LGBT persons. Discrimination includescism,
sexism, homophobia, transphobia, agism and antitiSem
just to name a few. It creates barriers. Bullyimgl asiolence
targeted at people because of their perceived kditerences
can be psychological or physical, including murdgo one
should have to experience discrimination.

Historically, persecution of homosexuals was moBthy
ited to male homosexuality. During the medieval aatly
modern period, the penalty was usually death. Totayno-
sexual acts remain illegal in 80 countries worldavidrive of
these countries carry the death penalty for homeaiay or
lesbianism.

Violence against LGBT people can occur throughslegi
tion that prohibits homosexual acts or by randotimiidation
and assault motivated by homophobia. Discriminatigainst
sexual minorities is a hate crime. Wearing pink agme a
strong symbol for standing up for what is rights lalso a
commitment to being open-minded and accepting miffees.
It helps to educate all of us about the effectsulying for any
reason. Many schools and teacher organizationshiseay to
instruct students about tolerance and understandihg Day
of Pink is now a day when communities across thentty and
across the world unite in celebrating diversity amdlsing
awareness to stop homophobic and all forms of mglyThe

We invite everyone — schools, businesses and coritynun message is clear. Anyone can bully. Any personbeavictim-

organizations — to make a difference and to paiE. Across
the world, discrimination continues to be a leadsuyrce of
conflict. Discrimination can happen based on a vadectrum
of differences. There are many ways in which dimaration
can manifest itself. Stereotypical ideas often leagrejudices
that may easily lead to discrimination that wilfeat how we
work, study and treat one another. Ultimately, ¢hstereotypi-
cal ideas create barriers: bullying, harassmerte bad vio-
lence. | urge everyone in this House, and our felMukoners,
to stand united against discrimination and bullyingwhich-
ever form it may occur.
Thank you.

Ms. Moorcroft: On behalf of the Official Opposition,
| rise to pay tribute to the International Day awpaiBullying,
Discrimination, Homophobia and Transphobia, alsovikm as
the Day of Pink, celebrated on the second WedneisdApril.
The Day of Pink was started in Nova Scotia when high

ized by bullying, but together, we can stop it.

Mr. Silver: | rise today on behalf of the Liberal cau-
cus to pay tribute to the International Day of Piktarked an-
nually on the second week of April, the Day of Pbédgan five
years ago in Canada when, as the Hon. Premier antiea
Member for Copperbelt South mentioned, two stragghtients
from Nova Scotia intervened after seeing a gay esitidvho
was wearing a pink shirt being bullied.

Now, on the international day, people across Carsamxa
around the world will wear pink as part of a cangpaagainst
bullying, discrimination and homophobia in schoats in our
communities. This day brings to the forefront thevaktating
consequences of bullying and affirms that this riesitve be-
haviour must be stopped. Bullying is an issue thathes all
people, directly or indirectly, regardless of thage, gender,
culture, religion or nationality. Bullying comes many forms
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— physical, verbal and relational — and cyber kallyis ram-
pant in the on-line lives of students of all ages.

Bullying happens every day in schools, malls andtren
Internet. One in five Canadian youth report beinotiéd regu-
larly. Before one can tackle bullying in schoolaganust first
be convinced of its harmfulness. Unfortunately, rtbere is a
great deal of hard evidence regarding the physindl mental
harm that continual bullying does to vulnerablddign and is
an underlying factor in depression and the strufiglédentity.

School environments can sometimes be exclusiveadst
of inclusive. Students are left to form their ownogps and are
considered either “in” or “out”. Conformity is higbn the list
of kids’ priorities, and rejection, for whateveras®n, is par-
ticularly painful. Dignity and respect is a two-wajreet. In
order to teach it, educators must provide it.

Bullying, homophobia, intolerance and incivility e no
place in our schools. We must provide a safe legrenviron-
ment for all of our students — an environment whehrddren
understand from the moment they start school thilyihg,
aggression and violence are not acceptable. We hay& an
anti-bullying policy that has accountability forettbullied so
the potential bullies will perceive that their aggsive behav-
iour is unacceptable. We cannot be indifferent taatis hap-
pening. To those who stand by and do nothing, wieenbailly-
ing worse.

Though we have seen many positive changes in gtciet
attitudes, we still have a long way to go. We malstvork to-
gether on preventing bullying in our communitiesotigh edu-
cation and awareness. Bullying is not just a scippoblem; it
is also a community problem.

Bringing Youth Towards Equality, or BYTE, as it is
known, has been in existence since 1998, providjpgprtuni-
ties and fostering positive relationships. BYTEIdsion the
strengths of our youth. They have helped our yoathnite, to
strengthen their voice, take action and bring pasithange for
the well-being of everyone. BYTE has been a strnamige and
advocate against bullying. We would like to takis thpportu-
nity to thank the staff at BYTE for their suppont providing
and promoting activities and events that our yopegple can
take part in throughout the year.

movement. It is timely that this year's event statte Easter
holiday weekend when many of us have had sometifreeto

take up the call of the Canadian Wildlife Fedematand walk
for wildlife.

It's a special year for the federation, as it cedéds its 50
anniversary and reflects on its pioneering effastprotect fish
and wildlife, their habitat and special places. Mgister of
Environment, | know that the future of our fish anildlife
populations, the habitat and our biodiversity shared respon-
sibility that crosses many boundaries.

We've worked with First Nations, renewable resource
councils, communities, private companies, NGOs yipal,
territorial and state governments and programsgdesi to
make sure that we continue to have wildlife anéelland and
water for years to come.

Two of the many ways that we've achieved this aid w
wildlife management plans along with regulatory rofes de-
veloped with the participation of a wide Yukon pgobWe also
look at April as Biodiversity Awareness Month andvh an
appreciation for the many living, natural resourttest help us
smile and wonder about nature’s beauty.

With respect to animal health issues, Yukon now thas
capacity to respond to any issues related to vigldind live-
stock through the services of the comprehensiveanhealth
program housed in the Department of Environmeng dfimal
health portfolio is shared between the departmehtnviron-
ment and Energy, Mines and Resources and provieteicaes
to other departments, including Community Serviaad the
Department of Health and Social Services.

In January 2009, the Yukon government approvedetie
tablishment of the animal health program, includamghief
veterinary officer, a program veterinarian, andublyfstaffed
laboratory at the Department of Environment. TheQC¥ re-
sponsible for program development and provides gatvice
on animal health, including disease surveillance diagnostic
services for both wildlife and domestic animalsd aupport
related to public health interest through liaisod @artnerships
with internal and external agencies.

The program veterinarian develops and delivers igove
ment animal health programs, including wildlife tap, live-

Thanks to the many sponsors — the governments nf Castock health programs and disease surveillance. Déyart-

ada and Yukon, First Nations, City of Whitehorsed @&orpo-
rate funding and business donations — for theipstpto our
youth by supporting BYTE.

We ask all Yukoners to join in solidarity againsilhing.
For the hundreds of victims who have been bulligd &ilence,
students and adults alike come together and tateral. Make
your voices heard and wear pink. Now is the timedmmit
yourself to being part of the solution. Let us feeas a soci-
ety to promote tolerance and acceptance of eacleweny one
of our fellow citizens.

In recognition of National Wildlife Week

Hon. Mr. Dixon: | rise today in the House to ask my
colleagues to join with me in recognizing this yeaddational
Wildlife Week, April 8 to 14. It is celebrated eyeyear from
Sunday to Saturday, the week of April 10 — theHuley of
Jack Miner, one of the founders of Canada’s cordinv

ment of Environment modified its laboratory to emsmore
comprehensive services are aligned with nationahdsrds,
such as tracking, biological samples and inter-egénforma-
tion sharing.

Seeing wildlife is often the highlight of a trip Mukon.
Yukon enjoys many special northern species not comor
not found in lower latitudes. Whether it is moosaribou, gyr-
falcons, swans or rare plants you wish to see, tiae¢ime and
get to know where the best viewing opportunities. arhe
wildlife viewing program will help you find thesdtess and
give tips about what else is out there that you maly have
noticed.

As you plan for your Yukon vacation, use tfigkon Wild-
life Viewing Guideto help prepare for your trip. Find out
where, when and how to see wildlife along Yukondsarhis
handy guide lists wildlife viewing sites and traélad includes
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species descriptions, maps, viewing tips and dtifermation
to help you safely watch and learn about Yukon'klhfe. This
weekend is an excellent time to look at the margnevthat are
being held this month and into May — events th&tlmate our
land, its natural beauty and our wildlife. Whetlget decide to
see the swans in the Southern Lakes area or jufstrgowalk
along the trails in your community, this is a worfdetime to
enjoy the Yukon spring, especially through thi #8" Na-
tional Wildlife Week in Canada. Thank you, Mr. Skeia

Ms. White: | rise on behalf of the Official Opposition
to pay tribute to National Wildlife Week.

National Wildlife Week began in recognition of thath-
day of Jack Miner, a pioneer in the work of conaéipbn in
Canada. The bill to commemorate National Wildlife&d was
passed unanimously in the House of Commons in Ayrilo47
and has been celebrated every year since. Piendedu said,
in issuing a proclamation for National Wildlife Weeand |
quote: “Jack Miner, with his vision and determipatis largely
responsible for those conservation measures irtesxs to-
day.”

Jack Miner’s passion for wildlife and nature ledhtio es-
tablish a bird sanctuary in Kingsville, Ontario 1804. It was
the first of its kind on the continent to provid®#, shelter and
protection from hunting for migratory birds. Mindranded
50,000 wild ducks and 40,000 migratory Canada geéskat
sanctuary between 1909 and 1944. His research sex oy
both the Canadian and U.S. governments to createriginal
Migratory Bird Treaty Actin 1918, which placed restrictions
on hunting for the first time in an effort to prese water fowl
populations.

Miner lectured across North America, wrote numeranus
ticles and two books on bird life and conservatible was
awarded the Order of the British Empire in 1943tfar great-
est achievement in conservation at that point. Mitler was
just one of many naturalists who have contributesirtenergy
and ideas to the conservation of our wildlife.

We have had the benefit of several pioneer natisaln
the Yukon, including John Lammers and Bob FrisofinJwas
one of the founders of the Yukon Conservation SgciBob
explored bird life on the Dempster Highway. He digered the
surfbird, which at that point was not consideredigenous to
the Yukon. Both men have written about their exgreces. Our
special wild places deserve full support and retagnby pro-
tection and conservation by our government. Bidtsghave a
growing list of concerns for the Yukon, includingethands,
which were a very special interest to Jack Minemsmy years
ago.
In 1998, all Canadian jurisdictions signed thecord for
the Protection of Species at Riskcluding the Yukon. We
look to the day when this will be followed by lelgitlon passed
in this House.

Mr. Elias:
to pay tribute to National Wildlife Week 2012. Natal Wild-
life Week is celebrated in all parts of the world. Canada,
National Wildlife Week was created in the memory Jaick

Miner, who spent his lifetime teaching and speakingvildlife
conservation, environmental techniques and the itapoe of
creating sanctuaries for the protection of wildlN&e celebrate
National Wildlife Week on the 1Dof April each year to mark
the birthday of Jack Miner.

There are few places left on the planet wherertigact of
people has not been felt. We have explored andleftfoot-
print on nearly every corner of the globe. As ocopuylation
and needs grow, we have less and less room folifeild

Climate change is also having an impact on all «iofl
wildlife. The shift in temperatures, seasons andather are
happening so fast that wildlife has little chanceadapt to
changes in key habitat elements; namely, food, nvateelter
and space. In the future, the fate of many spewsiksiepend
on their ability to move from unfavourable climationditions
to ones that meet their survival needs.

In the Yukon, we are truly blessed with the wildess out-
side our back door. As Yukoners, we share a vast lzase
with a wealth of wildlife. No other place in Canaidahome to
both Arctic species and southern species of anintiais by
raising awareness about our Canadian and in pkmti@ur
Yukon wildlife, and the importance of their habjttitat we can
hope to protect our wildlife species and spaces.

Although we are becoming more aware of the issdes o

climate change, invasive species, endangered speuie the
decline in water quality, there is still much to &ecomplished
in order to restore and maintain wildlife habitéde must be
diligent in our efforts to educate individuals, ttelp instill a
conservation ethic, and inspire a lifelong appitémmof our
wildlife and environment.

During National Wildlife Week, we take the time éx-
plore and embrace the nature and wildlife thataurds us.
Why not take a visit to the Yukon Wildlife Preseree Swan
Haven, or check out Sheep Mountain in Kluane, oroBa
Sheep & Crane Viewing Festival, or maybe even dtive
Dempster or the Annie Lake Road — but bring binacsyl or
attend the spring stories around the campfire Wegk with
elder Ida Calmegane in Tagish; or participate i dbhnsons
Crossing swan walk. We simply encourage peopleatiqd-
pate in one of the many events taking place ardo@derritory
during National Wildlife Week.

National Wildlife Week raises the awareness of oeed
to ensure that wildlife populations and their hatsitin all areas
of Canada, both on land and in the water, are coeden a
sustainable manner so that they can be enjoyedithyef gen-
erations.

Remember it is our responsibility to protect natuvar
wildlife, their habitat, and the world we share. \&e each
responsible for conducting our lives and businesses way
that minimizes impacts on local wildlife.

We would also like to offer our congratulationsthe Ca-
nadian Wildlife Federation as they commemorate &ary of
conserving and protecting our Canadian wildlife @adhabitat.

| rise today on behalf of the Liberal caucusWe must all strive to become better stewards of enwviron-

ment. We must protect the Earth’s environment ideorto
achieve a peaceful, equitable, sustainable futdoer actions
can and will make a difference. Thank you.
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Speaker:  Introduction of visitors. Mr. Tredger: | rise to give notice to the following
Are there any returns or documents for tabling? motion:

TABLING RETURNS AND DOCUMENTS

Mr. Tredger: | rise to table the following documents:
Examination of Possibly Induced Seismicity from tdutic
Fracturing in the Eola Field, Garvin County, Oklaha —
Oklahoma Geological Survey.

The second one is th&reliminary Report on the Northstar
1 Class Il Injection Well and the Seismic EventthanYoungs-
town, Ohio, Area— the Ohio Department of Natural Re-
sources.

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon tp-su
port federal private member’'s Bill C-354, which kedo en-
sure corporate accountability for Canadian extvactndustry
firms operating abroad by broadening the mandathefFed-
eral Court so that it protects foreign citizensiagarights vio-
lations — including human, labour and environmernitggits —
committed by corporations operating outside of @ana

| also give notice of the following motion:
THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon teta

The third one is th&EAB Shale Gas Production Subcom-jn to consideration the latest information on taesal linkages

mittee Ninety-Day Report August 11, 2041 the Shale Gas
Subcommittee of the Secretary of Energy Advisoraisglo

Speaker:  Are there any reports of committees?
Are there any petitions for presentation?

Are there any bills to be introduced?

Are there any notices of motion?

NOTICES OF MOTION

Ms. McLeod: | rise in this Assembly to give notice
of the following motion:

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon to-co
tinue using technology to make more governmenticesv
available on-line and to improve existing on-lirg\sces.

| also give notice of the following motion:

THAT this House urges the Yukon government to tnee t
2012-13 budget to provide $1.86 million to extehd licensed
practical nurse program at Yukon College until 2016

Mr. Hassard:
motion:

THAT this House urges the Yukon government to tnee t
2012-13 budget to allocate an additional $457,@0th¢ home
care program to meet the significant growth inrdlieumbers
and complexity of care needs.

| rise to give notice of the following

| also give notice of the following motion:

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon to-co
tinue to invest in Yukon’s transportation infrastiure, includ-
ing:

(1) $15 million under the Shakwak project for thaites
Road and north Alaska Highway and a further $1iomilfrom
the Yukon government for the north Alaska Highway;

(2) $7.25 million for reconstruction of the Campbel
Highway from kilometre 10 to 190, and a furtherZ5million
for surfacing;

(3) $1.6 million to replace culverts at Too MuchlGand
Allgold creeks on the Klondike Highway;

(4) $1.45 million to improve safety and road coiudis on
the North Canol Road,;

(5) $2.6 million for reconstruction, BST and revigmsn
work on the Atlin Road; and

(8) $2 million for the Takhini Hot Springs Road oee
struction.

between hydraulic fracturing and earthquakes, ol the
following tabled reports:

(1) Examination of Possibly Induced Seismicity from Hy-
draulic Fracturing in the Eola Field, Garvin Countykla-
homa. Oklahoma Geological Survey, Open-File Report OFI-
2011, August 2011,

(2) Preliminary Report on the Northstar 1 Class Il Ioyje
tion Well and Seismic Events in the Youngstownp Qhkiea
Ohio Department of Natural Resources, March 20ad; a

(3) The SEAB Shale Gas Production Subcommittee Ninety-
Day Report — August 11, 201The Shale Gas Subcommittee
of the Secretary of Energy Advisory Board, Augudt 2.

Ms. White: J'ai presenter de motion:

QUE ce chamber engage le gouvernement du Yukon
d’assurer la mise en oeuvre de I'égalité de stutrancais et
de l'anglais au Yukon, et d’appuyer le droit desnibees de
I’Assemblée d'utiliser le francais dans les délmtkes travaux
de 'Assemblée législative selonllai Sur Les Languesn:

(1) autorisant, par une décision de I'assembléetriduc-
tions demandées des comptes rendus et des prarbERux
de I'Assemblée incluant le hansard et des aut@stix de
I’Assemblée |égislative; et

(2) dirigeant le comité de SCREP a programmer um-re
ion de SCREP avant le fin de Mai 2012 pour addresse af-
faires.

Would you like this also in English, Mr. Speaker?

I give notice of the following motion:

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon tp-su
port the implementation of the equality of statis-ench and
English in the Yukon and to support the right of tiembers
of the Legislative Assembly to use French in thgitkature
according to théanguages Adby:

(1) authorizing by resolution of the Assembly thansla-
tion of requested records of the Assembly’'s word a

(2) directing the Chair of the Standing Committee o
Rules, Elections and Privileges to convene a mgetinthe
committee prior to the end of May 2012, in ordeatthhe
committee may consider this and other outstandiatiers.

Speaker:  Is there a statement by a minister?
This brings us to Question Period.
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QUESTION PERIOD work accomplished in the past — a 40-percent irsgreéa the
Question re:  Financial Administration Act amendments social housing stock by the Yukon Housing Corporatiwe

Ms. Hanson: Yesterday the Yukon Party govern-
ment’s so-called minor amendment to tRi@ancial Admini-

see in the budget that is before this House, $3ltomallotted
for lot development and, of course, working witle tprivate
sector to increase the private rental market.

stration Actwas exposed as a sweeping measure that could As you can see, there has been quite a bit accsiepliby

result in a ban on tent city. It is a cruel resgottsa deepening
housing crisis. The government's desire for new @mwto

keep the hard-to-house and itinerate job seekersngdark-

ens back to the prohibitions of the Dirty Thirtiagainst va-
grants. The Yukon Party has been in government@oyears.

It fiddled while it saw the housing crisis deepen.

My question is simple for the Premier: Why is thevg
ernment using the blunt instrument of the law tack victims
of the housing crisis?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: The purpose of the amendment
bill is to help the government balance two impottaesponsi-
bilities: (1) to safeguard people’s ability to esige their de-
mocratic rights and freedoms, and (2) to keep pulacilities
safe and accessible.

Most Canadian jurisdictions have legislation totcolnthe
use of public property. This amendment bill is lohera federal
legislation already in place to manage federal guwent
buildings, including Parliament Hill, and has beested in the
courts.

As this amendment bill applies to government-owed
leased properties, the Minister of Highways andlieulVorks
is the lead on these changes.

Ms. Hanson: It gives many Yukoners comfort to
think that we’ll have bunkers in front of the Legtive As-
sembly next. You know, there are so many examgdlésw 10
years of Yukon Party rule has failed Yukoners sifing with
real housing needs. The Northern City Supportiveusittg
Coalition’s well-thought-out proposal was rejectéiche old
staff residence on Hospital Road was still sittimgpccupied.
$13 million in affordable housing money still sit;mispent.
Their much-trumpeted Lot 262 plan consists of a geea&80
affordable rental housing units due out in 2014.

It's no wonder that people stake their tents ongitweinds
of the Legislative Assembly. They were the hardwase
Yukoners long ignored by this government. They wire
newcomers mentioned by the Chamber of Commeroavioig
the golden trail for jobs who found no affordablages to live.

Why is this government, through its sweepifigancial

Administration Actamendments, punishing the victims of theQuestion re:

housing crisis rather than recognizing the needaf@ompas-
sionate response to this emergency?

Hon. Mr. Kent: In response to the Leader of the Offi-
cial Opposition’s question, of course the Yukon ggovnent is
doing significant work to tackle affordability arediequacy of
housing at all points along the housing continuum.

This, of course, includes emergency shelters, itianal
housing, supportive housing, social housing, pevatarket
rental and home ownership. This is the responsilofi a num-
ber of ministers on this side of the House, inatgdihe Minis-
ter of Energy, Mines and Resources, Minister of Gumity
Services, Minister of Health and Social Serviced, arf course,
the Yukon Housing Corporation. There has been fsogmit

previous Yukon Party governments. We are lookingdoom-
plish more with the budget that is before the Hotglet now,
and, of course, our plans going forward are to esklthe hous-
ing shortage in the Yukon, not only through worktloé gov-
ernment but also by engaging the private sector.

Ms. Hanson: It is clear when we look at the budget
that there is $500,000 for social housing. Lookiagk over 10
years of Yukon Party rule, it is clear that the gmwvment’s
handling of the housing file has been typified bgdtion and
indifference to the real struggles of Yukoners. & #ke case of
207 Alexander Street. Over two years ago the nanitlked
about getting the building into a more serviceataedition for
use. Yesterday, the current minister said they wére the
process of implementing or building or renovatiy 2lexan-
der Street to make that available for people wie tard to
house”.

Over the winter, | heard that 207 Alexander sattyrapd
heated. Why the rush to have laws to evict butush to get
207 Alexander into a state ready for use?

Hon. Mr. Kent: When we’re discussing the current
budget that's before the House, the total capitde for the
Yukon Housing Corporation is almost $16 million. &though
the Leader of the Official Opposition chooses terch pick
certain aspects of the capital budget, there igy@ifeant in-
vestment being made by this Yukon Party governrirehbus-
ing, not only through the Housing Corporation, lkagain,
through other initiatives, such as $4.5 million f@cond-stage
housing at Kaushee’s Place, which was announced forithis
sitting by the Premier and the minister responsifoe the
Women'’s Directorate. We're seeing significant invesnts in
lots for home ownership. There’s a variety of lgamograms
that are available from the Yukon Housing Corporatinot
only for people who are looking to purchase horbes people
looking to revitalize rental units and create gardeites. So
there are a number of initiatives that this govesntris under-
taking to address what was the number one issutarthay of
us heard on the doorsteps last fall: housing fdworers.

Water management strategy

Ms. White: Yesterday in this House the Minister of
Environment avoided answering a very important joes— a
guestion that has a profound impact on the quafityur water
resources and environment.

Mr. Speaker, we have heard word that the wholesale
sponsibility for inspecting water licences for nmgiprojects is
about to be transferred from Environment Yukon tie De-
partment of Energy, Mines and Resources. So | ask it
again: Will the Minister of Environment confirm deny this
transfer of his ministerial responsibilities?

Hon. Mr. Dixon: When it comes to the inspections of
compliance for mining and water use, the departmehtEn-
ergy, Mines and Resources and Environment workthege
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quite closely. In the case of water use for planering, staff
from the Client Services and Inspections divisi6rEMR has
ably and effectively carried out inspections fovesal years
now. More recently and specifically, this has béencase with
the Minto mine.

Now, Mr. Speaker, we as government and, of codras,
minister, remain expectant and confident that @fficin each
and every department with legal obligations reldatechonitor-
ing and inspections are fulfilling their duties @ndhe law and
in the public trust.

Ms. White: We're all familiar with the age-old story
about the fox guarding the henhouse. Mr. Speakétl,the
Minister of Environment tell us what his positisan letting
Energy, Mines and Resources be not only the ingpebody,
but also the promoter and the collector of feegsltierresource
extraction industries?

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

Hon. Mr. Cathers: | really have to, again, object to
the terminology that the Member for Takhini-Koppi€ing
chooses to use in characterizing the staff of tepddtment of
Energy, Mines and Resources. As the Minister ofitemment
said, the government has absolute confidence thtitaf any
department tasked with responsibilities around tooimg and
inspection do their job that they are legally oated to do and
fulfill the public trust that is placed upon theRuor the Member
for Takhini-Kopper King to characterize the Depagtin of
Energy, Mines and Resources’ work as the “fox gumardhe
henhouse” is very offensive, and | would ask tthat tnember
retract that statement and that characterizatioano the staff
of my department.

Ms. White: I'd like to point out that the only member
referring to staff is the minister opposite.

Yesterday, the minister seemed unclear about rennst
responsibility. Ministerial responsibility is a cgtitutional con-
vention in governance using the Westminster systmh as
ours. Ministerial responsibility states that a @abi minister
bears the ultimate responsibility for the actiohgheir ministry
or department.

Mr. Speaker, when will this minister stop passing buck
and take responsibility for the direction he hagegi his de-
partment?

Hon. Mr. Dixon: As minister, | of course have to rely
on officials to do a number of things in the depeatt. When it
comes to identifying areas for additional water itwing, |
rely on hydrologists. When it comes to monitoringimg wa-
ter use, | rely on officials to do that as well.

And, as indicated by the Minister of Energy, Miresd
Resources, this government, of course, has everfijdemce in
the department staff to fulfill their legal obligas relating to
monitoring and inspections and are sure they'rélifal their
duties under the law and in the public trust.

Question re:
Mr. Silver:
than the rest of Canada, but Yukoners still havedeel out-
side of the territory to receive dialysis. The omntl diabetes
surveillance system estimates that some 5.5 pedfeyitikon
adults have diabetes. That works out to over 1gsiple. The

Dialysis service

number is probably higher, as the Auditor Geneed pointed
out, since the Department of Health and Social iSesv num-
bers are incomplete. The department doesn’t idetti¢ rea-
sons for doctor visits and doesn’t collect all conmity-based
diabetes information. Can the minister help explaimy, de-
spite the high incidence of diabetes, there isiatysis service
offered in the Yukon?

Hon. Mr. Graham: The reason that there is no dialy-
sis machine in the Yukon right now is because apadtment
has conducted an analysis, and there simply woatldb@ suffi-
cient use of the machine to warrant the expenggisttime.
We monitor the situation on an ongoing basis.

As of this fall, we will be producing a new repaalled
“key indicator report”, which will indicate how mgpeople in
the territory suffer exactly from each chronic citioth. By
utilizing that report, we will be able to make d®ons in the
future.

Mr. Silver: We are hearing differently. We hear a
demonstrated need in this department. The Ministddealth
and Social Services will remember that the AudiBeneral
singled out the department’s poor record-keepimgfiticism.
That is, we don’t know how many people have diabetehow
many are being treated for it, and we don’t understtheir
treatment needs very well currently. The Auditom&ml said
that the operational decisions are being made initbmplete
information. So, to provide the minister with infeation that
we directly get from Yukoners, residents with digsecannot
regularly travel Outside for treatment while mainiag their
health, their homes and their businesses in theiuk

Does the Minister of Health and Social Servicesebel
that we are doing enough for many Yukoners livirithwliabe-
tes, or does he share our opinion that we woullelter offer-
ing this dialysis treatment inside the territory?

Hon. Mr. Graham: As | said in my initial answer,
that is why we are producing key indicator repovt&e will be
producing the first of these reports in the faltlahat will give
us more precise information upon which to basedegisions.

Mr. Silver: | appreciate the minister's answers. The
Health minister and | have already spoken aboutnted for
dialysis within the Yukon. The Auditor General weadhthat,
“Unless the department knows how many people héasetes
and how many are susceptible to it, it cannot deite if it is
delivering the right programs and services to ttbase with
diabetes and those with a higher risk of gettirggdisease.”

Without proper analysis, the minister makes densito
not offer dialysis services in the Yukon. Has hedma deci-
sion to investigate improvements to the ways wéecbdiabe-
tes information, or is the department still directe make deci-
sions based upon other poor information?

Hon. Mr. Graham: | think I've already answered it
— a couple of times. The department was criticizasl,the
member opposite said, in the Auditor General's repas a
result of that criticism the department is prodgdietter statis-

Diabetes affects Yukoners at a higher ratgjcq) reports, the first of which will become awdile in the fall

of 2012. Based on those good statistical reporsll we in a
better position to make a firm decision.
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Question re:
reconstruction

Ms. Stick:
Public Works said in the House that the departnsentview-
ing the design for the new F.H. Collins Secondashd®! and
hopefully tendering documents in the fall.

The website for the Department of Education shdwed t
F.H. Collins Secondary School has a building adyissom-
mittee. The F.H. Collins Building Advisory Committehas
representation from school council, First Natiostsidents and
staff, to name a few. It has not met in nearly arye

Can the Minister of Highways and Public Works tedl
what input the F.H. Collins Building Advisory Comiteie has
had in the design of the new building?

Hon. Mr. Kent:
the first sitting of this current Legislative Asskly, the Yukon
government is, of course, firmly committed to bisfgithe F.H.
Collins Secondary replacement school. Prior to mgkihe
announcement about the revised construction scaeddid, in
fact, meet with the building advisory committeewénted to
make sure that they found out about the new scheaghir to
any public announcement regarding that schedule.

So, indeed, there has been a meeting within thenlas-
ber of months that | organized to inform the builgliadvisory
committee of the new construction schedule. Of seuthey
had input all along in the design. The MinisterHifjhways
and Public Works and | have our department offéciabrking
on the detailed design work right now, so that wa tender
that project this fall and have students in the irel#. Collins
by the fall of 2015.

Ms. Stick:
Public Works also said that the building advisopmenittee
“was what was needed during the concept of it.” fhlieher
implied that the building advisory committee is niotvolved
now, because “the stuff that we're looking at isimhatechni-
cal stuff”. Will the minister clarify if the buildig advisory
committee is involved at this point in the desigh FaH.
Collins?

Hon. Mr. Kent:
yesterday during the budget with the Departmertiighways
and Public Works and in regard to this projectcotirse, the
building advisory committee did an awful lot of woon the
front end, coming up with the concepts and whatphgsical
structure would look like in order to provide thevgramming
that’s envisioned, not only for the students whb griaduate in
2016 from the new F.H. Collins, but the studentsowtill
graduate in 2066 from F.H. Collins.

So we have a long-term vision for that school, bhdve
to pay a great deal of respect to the building sahyi commit-
tee for their up-front work in that. What we’re olved in right
now is the detailed design work that will acconipltbe pro-
gramming that was envisioned by the building adyistom-
mittee and Education officials to meet the longrtereeds of
students who will be attending F.H. Collins Secagdgchool.

Ms. Stick:
the role of the building advisory committee and go®d work
they have done to this point. The website saystttetommit-

F.H. Collins Secondary School

Yesterday, the Minister of Highways and Question re:

The F.H. Collins website is very clear on

tee will provide advice to the Department of Edigategard-
ing all aspects of the planning and design of tee school.

Yesterday, the Minister of Highways and The building advisory committee’s input is requirked plan-

ning on a wide range of issues, from schematicgdesesign
development, detailed design and construction ghaseepre-
sentative of the building advisory committee isetbko sign
off project-related documents as evidence of tlagiproval.
This is perhaps the most complex construction diejsartment
will face in some time, involving scheduling, sgfétsues for
students, staff and the general public.

Why is the minister not involving the building adery
committee now, whose mandate it is to represergetivarious
interests?

Hon. Mr. Kent: As | mentioned in previous answers,

As | mentioned before Christmas, at the building advisory committee was highly involved the

initial concept for the school, moving forward adding the
work as far as the design and what the programmitigook
like for that school — again, with a view in minal mot only
meet the needs of the graduates of the first &6 — that
class — but also for the next 50 years.

There are a number of issues they have been invafhe
Right now, the Department of Highways and Publicrkgas
working on the detailed design and costing, giviregsome
detailed costing estimates for the school, sowetan tender
that project this fall and work with the communityrough
communications to ensure that our number one carisanet,
which is the health and safety of the studentstaadhers and
parents who are going to be using the existing @ctaring
the construction phase.

Peel watershed land use plan
Mr. Tredger: Thousands of Yukoners have spent
time, thought and energy providing input into theaf recom-
mendedPeel Watershed Regional Land Use Rland they are
now expressing their dismay, concern and anger tineit
voices are being ignored. We know where the YukantyP
government stands on the recommended Peel langlase
they have rejected it. This is, of course, in soktrast to the

With respect to comments and debatePosition of the vast majority of Yukoners and tberfaffected

First Nations. Rewriting the plan through the bador at the
last minute undermines a process and public comdiele

Mr. Speaker, when will this government do the haable
thing and consult with the public on the final, seomended
Peel Watershed Regional Land Use Plan

Hon. Mr. Cathers: First of all, | would encourage the
Member for Mayo-Tatchun to be a bit more factuahiis state-
ments and, in fact, he may wish to correct the néecble just
stood up and told the House that the governmentrdjasted
the Peel Watershed Regional Land Use Plamen the member
knows full well, or ought to know full well, that evhave
indicated we believe it should be modified. The rhers own
colleague, the Member for Copperbelt South, ackadgeéd
the fact last fall in this Assembly that governmédrats the
ability to accept the plan, reject the plan or nfipttie plan.

We have indicated that we believe it should be fiedi
We have given an indication of the basis upon whighbe-
lieve modification should be made, and there wél farther
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information and further options for considerationthe public  tion of some of the basis on which we believe modtfons
in remaining stages of consultation. occur.

Again, as | informed the member before, I'd encgera One point | would make is, in fact, we've talkecdbabthe
him to go back to the last time | answered his tioesOnce suggestion of modifying the proposed plan to makedre like
we meet with the senior liaison committee and distalihe  Yukon’s only existing land use plan, which is tderth Yukon
timelines for consultations, which we are requitedio, then | Regional Land Use PlanThat plan protects the environment
will be in a position to announce the timelinesttuat consulta- by providing special protection of key areas andhaggng in-

tion. tensity of use on the rest of the region. That plas jointly
Mr. Tredger: The minister’s reply brings to mind approved by the Vuntut Gwitchin First Nation ané tfiukon
George Orwell’'s concept of “doublespeak”. To altes origi- government in 2009, and that plan manages the ammiental
nal plan and process to the extent that he is rewmding — footprint from all users in a fair, equitable anddence-based
Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible) manner. That's one of the suggestions we will les@nting to
the public during the remaining stages of consoltat

Point of order
Speaker: The Minister of Energy, Mines and Re-

sources, on a point of order. ) . land use plan for the Peel watershed.
Hon. Mr. Cathers: | believe the use of terms like As a plan — | would like to note — the plan has ro8e-

“doublespeak” has_ been ruled out of ordgr in thet pa be_ing percent public support, including the four affecteidst Na-
contrary to Standing Order 19(h), charging the membith tions. The public has spoken loudly and clearly aodtinues

uttering a falsehood. to speak. The Yukon government is not listeningthls gov-
Ker: ber f h h int of ernment afraid of what Yukoners will choose if fevernment
Speaker: Member for Mayo-Tatchun, on the point o puts forward the recommend@g&el Watershed Regional Land

order. _ Use Planas an option?
Mr. Tredger: On the point of order, the term “dou- Hon. Mr. Cathers:

blespeak” is a literary reference.

Mr. Tredger: The Yukon Party government has spent
over $1.5 million and seven years of public eftordevelop a

What | should note is that the
member is referring to DataPath poll results, amebuild point
Speaker’s ruling out that that poll used terminology which the Pé&ltershed
Speaker:  There is a point of order. The intent was to,Planning Commission itself, in its report, acknoded was
in my opinion, insinuate a falsehood by the ministeask the ~@mbiguous, such as “industrial use”. The Peel Vgaest Plan-

minister to rephrase it, please, and apologize. ning Commission spent a good deal of print exptajnivhat

they meant by it. That term is ambiguous and is temally

Mr. Tredger:  The minister's reply to alter the original charged. That is what the member appears to beringfeto
plan to the extent that is being proposed — andgssed to and is not an accurate basis for a polling question

the extent that he is recommending — is indee@jet it. What | would note is we have and will continue etidw

Let's call it what it is: a rejection of the proseand the the process outlined in the First Nation final &gnents and
plan. Mr. Speaker, we have heard the Yukon Partggonent continue to meet our obligations. One of the sutges we
is devising a number of optional scenarios fordeeelopment have made is the suggestion of modifying the pregqsan to
of the Peel to take out for public consultationlW¥ie Premier ~Make it more like the Yukon's only existing regioiend use
confirm that the recommended Peel land use planyrigen, ~ Plan, theNorth Yukon Regional Land Use Plarhat plan pro-
will be included in the scenarios used for pubbasultation? ~ tects the environment by providing special protectin key

Speaker:  Your apology? areas and managing intensive use in the rest attiien.
That plan was jointly approved by the Vuntut Gwitch

Withdrawal of remark First Nation government and the Yukon governmenf®@9

Mr. Tredger: | withdraw my remark about “double- and the north Yukon plan manages the environméogaprint
speak.” Thank you, Mr. Speaker. from all users in a fair, equitable, evidence-basetner while

Speaker:  Thank you. providing protection for significant areas for degment of

any type.

Hon. Mr. Cathers: Again, what | would point out is ) _
the member ought to know full well that the chagseation —Questionre: Volunteer fire departments
that the government has rejected the Peel watershaeds not Mr. Barr: Throughout the Yukon, volunteer fire de-
an accurate statement. The member's own colleagkreoml- partments perform an essential service in respgntirthreats

edged last fall that the process allows the goventrto mod- 10 life and property. They are our friends, fanmitgmbers and
ify the plan at this stage. Under chapter 11 of tmebrella neighbours who respond to house fires, wildlanésfirfloods,
Final Agreementgovernment has the ability at this stage tomotor vehicle accidents and 9ther emergencies.

make modifications to the plan. We've indicatedt the be- _In-many Yukon communities, there is a real strugglee-
lieve modifications should be made. We made thdication  Cruit, train and retain volunteers. | have hearthefe kinds of

as well during the election campaign. We've giveniradica- ~ Problems in Burwash Landing, Destruction Bay, Ol
and, recently last night, in Carcross. | don't wamfplace the

blame solely at the feet of the government. It ishared re-
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sponsibility and a partnership between communitied gov-
ernments to ensure we have adequate fire serWidest is this
government doing to assist volunteer fire departsmetrug-
gling to recruit and retain members?

Hon. Ms. Taylor: I would like to thank the member
opposite for raising this very important matter.dofirse, when
it comes to volunteer services, Yukon governmeRkegaits
obligations very seriously and works hard to enghet fire-
fighters not only receive the proper equipment, that they
also receive the training required to use theipeetve equip-
ment safely. Again, the Yukon government remainsmitted
to ensuring that our front-line agencies, whethdoe fire or
whether it be emergency services in every singlaroonity,
that we continue to work respectively with each awkry
community throughout the territory to ensure thate-f
prevention services are continuing to be delivered.

Mr. Barr:
departments are either inactive or do not haventimabers to
adequately and safely respond to an emergencyeTdrerim-
plications to the health and safety of respondérthey are
short staffed and go above and beyond their trgiriitnere are
implications for the community, of course, in thia¢y may not
be able to expect a proper response. There mayalsuoplica-
tions in terms of homeowners accessing fire instgan

| would like to know the specific measures this gow
ment plans to introduce to ensure volunteer firpadnents
are active and properly staffed and resourced.

Hon. Ms. Taylor:
year's operations, maintenance and capital buddéthwis
comprised of a number of initiatives in supporvofunteer fire
departments throughout the territory. The Fire Mal's Office
is responsible for the operation, training, andnteiance of
all of our Yukon fire departments. However, we aisty, as
the member opposite has just referred to, on themoanities’
responsibility to encourage and recruit volunteeambers as
well. So, we continue to work with every commurtityough-
out the territory to ensure that we have the eqeimtithat we
have training available and that we're able to weith com-
munities to ensure that maintenance of our fireadepents
continues.

Mr. Barr:
departments are time-honoured community institstiorhese
organizations of mutual assistance have been, antince to
be, the lifeblood of many communities.

The services provided by volunteers are inexpensive-
pared to the cost if they didn't exist and governtaehad to
either hire professionals or declare certain afpasceed at
your own risk zones” in terms of emergency response

The hard-working volunteers within volunteer firepért-
ments best know about the issues of recruitmentretetion
and they have many ideas for improvements.

| know one suggestion was to have a regional fogtipn
for the Southern Lakes to assist with training aagerwork.
Will the government consult with all volunteer fidepartment
chiefs and members and come up with solutions abttiese
important community organizations are sustainable?

One only has to take a look at this

Hon. Ms. Taylor: As | just pointed out, the Fire Mar-
shal's Office, as contained within the Departmeih€Commu-
nity Services, supports some 17 volunteer fire depents
throughout the territory. We do this with infrastture, equip-
ment and training, and we provide initiatives sashfire and
life safety inspections.

Again, when one looks at this year’s budget thatame
currently debating on the floor of the Legislatuttegre is al-
most $2 million allocated in support of the Fire ristzal’'s Of-
fice, which includes the development, planning, gore-
construction planning of a new fire hall in the gommity of
Beaver Creek, for example. It also includes dolfarsa new
tanker truck purchase as well. So, Mr. Speaket,assured the
Government of Yukon takes its obligations very cesly to
protect its volunteers and to ensure that fire tégh not only
have the equipment but the training to support tleay equip-

It is a serious matter when volunteer fire ment as well.

Speaker:  The time for Question Period has elapsed.
We will now proceed to Orders of the Day.

ORDERS OF THE DAY
OPPOSITION PRIVATE MEMBERS’ BUSINESS

BILLS OTHER THAN GOVERNMENT BILLS

Bill No. 102: Act to Amend the Ombudsman Act
Second Reading

Clerk: Second reading, Bill No. 102, standing in the
name of Ms. Stick.
Ms. Stick: I move that Bill No. 102, entitled\ct to

Amend the Ombudsman Albé now read a second time.

Speaker: It has been moved by the Member for River-
dale South that Bill No. 102, entitlefict to Amend the Om-
budsman Acgtbe now read a second time.

Ms. Stick: This is a pretty straightforward bill. It
would remove section 35, the so-called “sunsetsdauwhy
do we think this clause should be removed? The Qisran
provides a valuable public service at a reasonabi. The

Throughout rural Canada, volunteer fire Ombudsman and its office help a lot of people whel that

they have been unfairly treated by government. dffiee is a
free, accessible recourse for people who can'traffolawyer
or who don’t want to be confrontational. As sudhisia key
service to people who feel they have not been heatteated
fairly.

In the Yukon, as in other jurisdictions in Canada,are at
a point of 16 years after the act has come intoefer July 1,
1996, actually. Do we still need to have the dismrs every
five years as to whether the Office of the Ombudsmad its
position is needed? | think not and the answer frioenOfficial
Opposition is no. This discussion does not nedoketoepeated
over and over. The Ombudsman plays an importaetimbur
democratic government. It is a position we neecenshrine
permanently, with the proviso that there is no stlihg as
permanence in law. A majority government could etpbe
act.
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The current Ombudsman has recommended section 35 b# the tools it needs, should it have the majorilyd they can

removed also. In the Ombudsman’s submissions aoohre
mendations to amend the act, dated September 240, 20e
wrote about section 35, the so-called “sunset efaasd rec-
ommended it be removed from the act. | just wamead some
of the excerpts from the Ombudsman’s rationalespeal sec-
tion 35: “Section 35 is the ‘sunset clause’ of Hug, limiting its
existence to five years, unless the LegislativeeAddy deter-
mines it should continue for a further period, eateeding
five years from the time at which it would otheraisxpire.
This section should be removed from the act as thvepast 15
years, the Office of the Ombudsman has establighe@lue in
improving the administration of government in thekén.”

There’s point 1: Do we need to go through the d@gerof
determining whether the Ombudsman should continuexist
when it's establishing value for money? Its curramnual
budget in the main estimates 2012-13 is $672,G@0alrather
small budget that does a great deal of good fomptiitgic and
for government by clarifying services and providfogits citi-
zens. Back to the Ombudsman submission: “The tiasecome
to remove the ‘sunset clause’ from the legislatibhe Office
of Ombudsman has become a standard and valued cemtpo
of the administrative state in Canada since itso¢hiction in
the late 1960s. All of the provinces, except foinée Edward
Island and the two territories Nunavut and Northwisrrito-
ries have established an Office of the Ombudsméter Anore
than forty years of experience only once, in Newftland and
Labrador, has a provincial government abolishedrubuds-
man system and even there it has since been réstore

Point 2 is that it is a widely-established practiceexis-
tence across the country.

Back to the submission: “As stated earlier, indelegice
of the office is critical if individuals are to hawany confidence
in the work of the Ombudsman. In ensuring indepandgcon-
tinuity plays a key role. Once the institution Hasen well-
established, guarantees must be given that it ¢amn@asily
abolished. A government should not be able totsdlfi of its
critics. Moreover, the establishment of an Ombudsmener-
ates expectations among the public for whom itnierided.
When the Yukon government established the officeais con-
sidered a desirable part of the machinery of deatmcgov-
ernment. Removing section 35 would demonstratedminu-
ing commitment of the Legislative Assembly to thengiples
of the act.”

The third point is that bringing in the Ombudsn#sat was
to strengthen our democracy by allowing the meansifizens
to be heard by an independent body and seek redgse-
pealing section 35, we would be enshrining the pedeence
of this body so it can carry on its independent iboyportant
role within our democratic government.

The last point: “In fact the ‘sunset clause’ is eoessary
as the Legislative Assembly can repeal the actngt tame,
should it determine that the act ought not contimurce and
effect.”

To that point, if at some point down the road —utlo it's
hard to see from my perspective — a governmenéebeti that
the Office of the Ombudsman isn’t desired or nemgsst has

repeal the act.

The sunset clause is an inappropriate tool forslative
review. We thought about crafting a clause mandatinre-
view, say, every five years, but we wanted to kéwsp bill
strictly to section 35. If the government wantbtimg about an
amendment to mandate a legislative review, we wdnddn
support. But | believe that the Ombudsman has niaelease
for the removal of the sunset clause. We have hidsdand it
has led us to Bill No. 102.

In our office, we encounter many Yukoners who aee d
traught and looking for help and support. We knanstfhand
the essential role the Ombudsman’s office playshétping
people receive fair treatment.

I encourage all members of the House to suppaost ki
and help it move ahead so that it becomes a lasvditting.
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: I think before | get started |
would just like to make a comment in referencehi® deterio-
rating ambience that is occurring in this Housdtrigow with
the members opposite. Certainly, in their mannesismd in
terms of their negativity, |, again, go back to wtiee Leader
of the Official Opposition said in response to theone speech.

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

Point of order

Speaker:  The Member for Mayo-Tatchun, on a point
of order.

Mr. Tredger: Has this anything to do with the debate
in question?

Speaker:  Minister of Energy, Mines and Resources,

on the point of order.

Hon. Mr. Cathers: The Premier is making remarks
related to the bill and matters pertaining to igking general
remarks. Members who debate on legislation arecélyi
given a fair bit of discretion to make commentst ttieey be-
lieve are relevant to the subject matter. The Peernad just
begun his remarks and | am sure that his remaeksetaited to
the bill at hand.

Speaker’s ruling
Speaker: There is no point of order. Hon. Premier,
carry on with your statement.

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: | began by talking about the deco-
rum and where it is and going back to the Lead¢hefOfficial
Opposition’s comments when responding to the thispeech
saying that the NDP are going to be a positive &/dit this
Assembly.

She said that the government would be wise tonlistethe
opposition and that the Official Opposition is offfiey the gov-
ernment suggestions and proposals. So far, whatawe heard
and continue to hear is negativity and criticisrrtainly, and
inaccuracies, and again, the NDP position of pagné picture
with only half or not even half of the story — fexample, with
regard to this bill, putting forward a bill to thisgislative As-
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sembly not in both official languages and then apipg to
blame the government for that as well.

| rise on behalf of the government to say that wesdp-
port this bill and that we will, in fact, providae translation to
French through the Department of Justice and wiehaile that
ready for the third reading. This is another examgdlthis gov-
ernment’s willingness to cooperate. It certainlyssmething
that we spoke about, in fact, in our platform wheeesaid we
would promote consensus building and compromisthera
than confrontation in government, and work to inyerche
conduct and decorum of members in the Yukon Letjysla
Assembly.

This is certainly where we're coming from. We'veidsa
that we don’'t have a monopoly on all the good idaad we
certainly will consider ideas from wherever theyneofrom on
either side of this House. This is evidenced byfte that so

reports that go to this Legislative Assembly; tldeyn’t go to a
minister who can control it, or manipulate it, ar @hatever.
They go to the Legislative Assembly — through yddr,.
Speaker.

The Ombudsman doesn'’t take instructions from any go
ernment or organization. They are truly independ&he word
“ombudsman” is Swedishit is a “protector of the people”. The
mission is to provide an independent means, by lwttie pub-
lic complaints concerning the Yukon government barheard
and investigated. The job of the Ombudsman is tmmpte
fairness and to improve government services.

After 16 years, | think the scepticism that may ééeen
there within the ranks of the Yukon Party and witttie ranks
of some of the Official Opposition at the time dam quelled.
We know by the demonstrated fact of the performasfctihe
Ombudsman over the course of the past 16 yearghisat an

far in the 3% Legislative Assembly, in fact, we have had fouroffice that serves Yukoners well. It acts on bebéithe people

government motions passed unanimously by this Holrse
fact, two motions put forward by the Third Partyvbaalso
passed unanimously. These are examples of ounwrilliss to
work together in spite of the repeated interruggitrat we hear
from the other side that are directed across th fl

With that, | rise to say that we will support mogiffor-
ward with this amendment to the bill.

Ms. Hanson: | just wanted to make a few brief com-
ments with respect to this proposed amendment amgd Iw
think it's important. It's unfortunate that the Brier chose to
start with a volley of negativity when in fact wad actually
tried to follow the due process that had been thakdn this
Legislative Assembly in terms of the House Leadersing out
the issues of the procedural approach to dealinig the trans-
lation. As members of the Official Opposition odéed the
Third Party, we have no access to official tramstaservices.

That is one of the issues that we tried to raiseudh the
means of a motion to talk about how we could feat#i that.
That is the purview of government through its I&gise draft-
ing through the Department of Justice. Our inteonf the very
beginning of this would be to work with the goverm mem-
bers. We were putting forward the idea with respecmend-
ing this legislation to remove the sunset clausegéd the
agreement of parties because we think it makesesanshis
stage of the game. You know, in preparing for thiggcussion
this afternoon, | actually went back and checkedde the re-
cord and | will give credit where credit is due -retPremier
perhaps won't — but in fact it was a Yukon Partgtthrought
in the ombudsman legislation, in compliance witleaanmit-
ment they made in a platform. | can tell you wheeddHan-
sard from back then, there was a lot of scepticism lbisides
of the House. | have to say it was, to a largeitraa inde-
pendent member — | think she was a member for Raler
Bea Firth — who brought commonsense to that discnsnd
reminded the members of this party and of the @#fiOpposi-
tion at the time that the Ombudsman is an imporpersition
because they are officers of this Assembly. Theoitamce of
the Ombudsman is that they are independent of gavemt.
They are independent of political parties. They enaknual

of Yukon, as it was intended to do.

| am pleased to hear that the Premier and Yukoty Par
supports the amendment proposed by the Member if@rR
dale South to repeal the sunset clause, and weftoalard to
working with them constructively to seeing this iepented.

Hon. Mr. Cathers: I will just rise very briefly in sup-
porting this bill. | do also have to make the pdimt, in con-
trast to some of the characterizations we hear fiearNDP, in
particular, of the government and the fairly poihéend inaccu-
rate characterizations made earlier today in thasdalirected
toward the government, if one looks to legislatassemblies
around the country and to the Parliament of Cantéds,rare
for motions brought forward by opposition membeuos bie
passed in most assemblies.

That is not the case in the Yukon Legislative Adslgm
during the time that the Yukon Party has been wegament.
We have made it a practice, and will continue tosdpto try
and take opposition motions where we can suppa@mtkas
they're presented and support them. Where we heltbere
can be amendments made, we try to make amendnhahiwe
think that the presenter and other members of thge#bly
will hopefully find acceptable, when we're abledo so. There
are times when we disagree with the motion pregentth the
subject matter and do need to make an amendmerddban’t
get that unanimous support, but if one looks tortbmber of
times there have been unanimous motions passedch-@a
the previous terms that the Yukon Party was in guwvent, we
had more unanimous motions passed by this Assetinaiy by
all other legislative assemblies prior to 2002 corab.

So again, Mr. Speaker, that is one example of aadipa.
Another example is the fact that we have here \aat@imem-
ber’s bill that the government will be supporting/e will be
providing French translation services, again, witthie Parlia-
ment of Canada, and within most legislative asseslsh Can-
ada. For a private member’s bill, presented by enber of an
opposition party, to be accepted by the Housetiemely rare.
This is something we have also done in the padt thié anti-
smoking legislation that was brought forward by foemer
Member for Whitehorse Centre, Todd Hardy. In dephvith
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that legislation, we set up the first select conemitthat the
Legislative Assembly had set up in quite some timavolve
members of all political parties; to engage the dulpublic in
meetings and hearings aimed at having a multigzntiap-
proach to talking to people; to involving represgives of all
caucuses in the Assembly in trying to reach sohgtithat eve-
ryone could agree to, rather than having the gawent simply
deciding how to handle the matter, as was the i the
past and has been the practice in most legislasgz=mblies
and most governments across the country.

The fact that we’'ve done with a number of selechwrt-
tees — anti-smoking, human rights committee, thedlord

sented would repeal only section 35 and have neratffiect on
the OmbudsmarAct It is important to note, though, that if
there ever was a majority Liberal government, weuldkdhave
done this 10 years ago. | will offer my commentsbahalf of
the Liberal caucus and be the only speaker orbihis

Before | speak to this bill, | would like to pauased thank
Tracy-Anne McPhee for her recently completed tesntte
Yukon Ombudsman. Ms. McPhee served Yukoners inrtiat
for five years, in applying her legal and admiratitre exper-
tise to help people as they navigate governmentgsses and
services. Her work is very much appreciated. We ldv@lso
like to pause and welcome Mr. Tim Koepke as herassuhis

and Tenant Agtthe off-road vehicle committee — to name anew role. We wish him the best of luck and we arefident

few. The whistle-blower committee, as we've diseasbefore

and may again later today, has been one that iertlyeone of

those committees that didn't reach a final repbat thas been
accepted by the Legislative Assembly. So we hakentaa

number of steps.

Today we will again demonstrate the fact — as the P
mier noted — that we are willing to accept goodaglevher-
ever they come from. We agree with the Member foeRlale
South, in her presentation of the fact that althotige sunset

that he will do an excellent job.

We believe the Office of the Ombudsman providegsn
sential service to Yukoners. While the office’'s erpes are
paid out of the public purse, the Ombudsman ispeddent of
government. That allows the office to be impartraldealing
with complaints about fairness and government sesvi The
office handled hundreds of files last year and helped re-
solve thousands of problems since its inception1896.
Clearly, Yukoners value having an impartial personbring

clause in the Ombudsmadact may have been seen as necessaryheir concerns to when they feel they have beatddeunfairly

at the time, the act has widespread acceptancenwitte

Yukon public and within government. Though it cam &x-

tended every five years, there is really no needotttinue to
have a sunset clause in that piece of legislagont is some-
thing that does really clean up the legislation eerdoves that
need to renew that act every five years.

I hope this matter will proceed through second irgadnd
be supported through Committee of the Whole.

As the Premier alluded to, the Department of Jadtices
need a bit of time to do the French translatiothe bill, so it
would not be possible as the NDP House leader hggested
earlier on that perhaps we could do third readodpy. The
government does have a legal obligation to be s the
French translation is legal and equally authokitatand prop-
erly drafted before the Assembly passes it. Thaoimething
that the Department of Justice will be doing — tinahslation.
We have asked them to do it expeditiously, butdhivbe pos-
sible to do the French translation by this afternseimmce it was
relatively recently that this bill was presenteddoe the As-
sembly and notice of course to call it was givestgelay by
the NDP. Again, we do hope that it will pass secoratling in
Committee of the Whole today, and we would hope asd
sume that the Official Opposition would bring baBkl No.
102 at the next Official Opposition private membelay for
third reading, hopefully to be passed by the Asdgrab that
point. With that, Mr. Speaker, | would conclude mgmarks
and commend the legislation to the House.
| thank the Member for Riverdale South for bringingor-
ward.

Mr. Elias: | would like to rise today and speak to Bill
No. 102, which proposes to remove the sunset clauske

OmbudsmanAct Currently section 35 requires that the Om-

by the government. The Yukddmbudsman Aaame into law
in 1996 with a five-year sunset clause, and has beeewed
periodically since then. Similarly, the Ombudsmarhe-or she
— is hired for five-year terms, and those terms rbayre-
newed. We believe that retaining the sunset clavsates un-
necessary uncertainty for the public and for th@ke choose
to serve the public as ombudsman. Removing theetteuse
does not limit the government’s ability to make hes to the
act if such changes are needed. Most legislati@s dot have
sunset clauses and we are able to amend and updaies the
public interest and changing conditions dictatee $hme could
be done with the Ombudsméawt. We support the work of the
Office of the Ombudsman, as empowered by this leips.
We feel the office does good work and that Yukoragpgreci-
ate having an impartial third party that addressstances of
government unfairness; therefore, we will be legdiur sup-
port today to Bill No. 102.

Mr. Barr: | rise in support of Bill No. 102, which
would amend the Ombudsmat to eliminate section 35, the
so-called “sunset clause.”

I have seen through our office and the caseworkdwe
how the Ombudsman'’s office helps real people wétdl prob-
lems — problems with government that are not bedig
dressed until the Ombudsman gets involved. | utaedsthe
current ombudsman has stated that the office sgaesrnment
money every day; | would concur.

The annual budget of the Ombudsman, including thekw
of the Information and Privacy Commissioner, is £600. In
over 15 years of operation, the office has helpadesthou-
sands of problems and improved government practices
decisions.

We are here to discuss whether the sunset claestors

budsmanAct be renewed every five years. This bill as pre-35, should be repealed or remain. The clause $&yadt will
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expire in five years unless it is extended by tlegiklative As-
sembly.

| agree with the mover of the bill. The clause dtidoe
removed to recognize the essential and benefiolal of the
Ombudsman for both government and the public.

I was thinking back to when | was young, a youngnte
ager, and even hearing the word “Ombudsman” and&kmmiv-
ing what it was, but then listening and realizihgttit's hope
for people — people who aren't listened to; peopl® don't
feel that anybody is listening; and that thereams resolve. |
just believe that this office is of highest intégrihnonesty and
hope for those people.

Speaker:
other members who wish to speak?

Ms. Stick:
the right thing to do. | thank the other membershie House
for their support of this amendment to the Ombudsat
This sunset clause has outlived its usefulnedsadt its place
when this act was first introduced, when many wareure, but
the good works and results done by the past arsepreOm-
budsman and the staff should be proof enough ohéeel and
the purpose of this office. It is an important relihin our
democratic government and it is an important sentiw the
public, and we can all benefit from it.

| would ask that the House now resolve into Coneritbf
the Whole for the purpose of continuing consideratf Bill
No. 102.

Speaker:
Some Hon. Members:

Are you prepared for the question?

Division.

Division
Speaker:  Division has been called.

Bells

Mr. Clerk, please poll the House.
Hon. Mr. Pasloski: Agree.
Hon. Mr. Cathers: Agree.
Hon. Ms. Taylor: Agree.
Hon. Mr. Graham: Agree.
Hon. Mr. Kent: Agree.
Hon. Mr. Nixon: Agree.
Ms. McLeod: Agree.

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: Agree.
Hon. Mr. Dixon: Agree.
Mr. Hassard: Agree.

Ms. Hanson: D’accord.

Mr. Tredger: Agree.

Ms. Moorcroft: Agree.

Ms. White: Agree.

Ms. Stick: Agree.

Mr. Barr: Agree.

Mr. Elias: Agree.

Mr. Silver: Agree.

Speaker:

We have brought this forward because it's

687
Clerk: Mr. Speaker, the results are 18 yea, nil nay.
Speaker: The yeas have it. | declare the motion car-
ried.

Motion for second reading of Bill No. 102 agreed to

Speaker:  Bill No. 102, entitledAct to Amend the Om-
budsman Acthas now received second reading and, pursuant
to Standing Order 57(4), stands ordered for conafim by
Committee of the Whole. Pursuant to Standing OfideR(2),
the Official Opposition designated Bill No. 102 as item of
business today. The Member for Riverdale Southhésefore
entitled to decide whether the House should resioitce Com-
mittee of the Whole for the purpose of continuingsideration

Before the member speaks, are there anwyf Bill No. 102. | would ask the Member for Rivetd&outh to

indicate whether she wishes the House to resoteeGommit-
tee of the Whole.

Ms. Stick: | would ask that the House now resolve
into Committee of the Whole for the purpose of gmunhg
consideration of Bill No. 102.

Speaker: Pursuant to the request of the Member for
Riverdale South, | shall leave the Chair and theudéoshall
resolve into Committee of the Whole.

Speaker leaves the Chair

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE

Chair (Ms. McLeod): Committee of the Whole will
now come to order. The matter before the CommiteBill
No. 102,Act to Amend the Ombudsman At members wish
to take a brief recess?

All Hon. Members: Agreed.

Chair: Committee of the Whole will recess for 15
minutes.

Recess

Chair: Committee of the Whole will now come to or-

der.

Bill No. 102: Act to Amend the Ombudsman Act

Chair: The matter before the Committee is Bill No.
102, Act to Amend the Ombudsman .Agate will proceed with
clause-by-clause approval.

On Clause 1

Clause 1 agreed to

On Clause 2

Clause 2 agreed to

On Title

Title agreed to

Ms. Stick: I move that Bill No. 102, entitledct to
Amend the Ombudsman Abe reported without amendment.

Chair: It has been moved by Ms. Stick that Bill No.
102, entitledAct to Amend the Ombudsman ,Algé reported
without amendment.

Motion agreed to

Ms. Moorcroft:
sume the Chair.

I move that the Speaker do now re-
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Chair:
Speaker do now resume the Chair.
Motion agreed to

Speaker resumes the Chair

Speaker: | will now call the House to order.
May the House have a report from the Chair of Cottemi
of the Whole?

Chair’s report
Ms. McLeod: Mr. Speaker, Committee of the Whole
has considered Bill No. 102, entitléktt to Amend the Om-
budsman Act and directed me to report the bill without
amendment.
Speaker:
Committee of the Whole.
Are you agreed?
Some Hon. Members:
Speaker:

Agreed.
| declare the report carried.

MOTIONS OTHER THAN GOVERNMENT MOTIONS

Motion No. 45

Clerk: Motion No. 45, standing in the name of Mr.
Silver.

Speaker: It is moved by the Member for Klondike

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon to-pr
ceed, based on recommendations contained inMimerity
Report on Whistle-blower Protectionith drafting whistle-
blower protection legislation.

Mr. Silver:
employees to work in the public interest and téyfapply their
skills, expertise, and good judgement whenever gi@o. It
may happen in the course of their professionaledutiat they
are made aware of gross government mismanagemeusirig
the usual channels to bring forward their conceifngping to
their superiors does not resolve the problem, tinety must
have another way of advocating Yukoners’ publiceiests.
This is their professional duty. Whistle-blower fgction en-
shrined in law allows government workers to diselaghen
public safety is in imminent danger or when pulflinds and
public programs are being abused.

It means they can speak without fear of being fweduf-
fering other reprisals at work. Without whistle-ler protec-
tion, people who witness government wrongdoing imaye to
choose between doing the right thing and keepieq fobs. It
is not fair to ask Yukon government employees tdkenthat
choice. For 10 years, government employees have jesn-
ised protection without getting it.

The motion we bring forward today urges the Yukow-g
ernment to get on with the business of enactingsthdiblower
legislation. It urges the government to use theaesh com-
pleted by the last Select Committee on Whistle-lgloRrotec-
tion and the report presented by the Liberal andPNiembers
of that committee to move forward. It does not awhte for
forming another very similar committee with anothesry

You have heard the report from the Chair of

Mr. Speaker, we trust in our government

It has been moved by Ms. Moorcroft that the similar mandate to complete the same work agaiadvbcates

for action, for legislation and for protecting Yukgovernment
employees as they carry out the public trust.

Ms. Hanson: | think that it goes without question that
the Official Opposition made it very, very cleaathve support
this. As referenced by my colleague from Klondikeand my
previous colleague, Mr. Cardiff, was also partyte Minority
Report on Whistle-blower Protectior- we have been very,
very clear in the motion that we brought forwardtbis issue
also. But quite frankly, although we support thsprinciple
and we understand the frustration that is expresséus Lib-
eral motion, the ship has sailed and we are onstipt

| think that what we really do need to do, andha §pirit
of cooperation here, | would like to propose a deupf
amendments to this motion that may help to addifesson-
cerns and the frustrations that the Member for Hike has
expressed in putting this forward. That experieoicéhat frus-
tration is borne by the many years of delay thathaee seen,
that we mentioned in debate on this very subjebts Tvas a
commitment by the Yukon Party in platforms goinghas far
as 2002. With that in mind, Mr. Speaker, and inittiterest of
really ensuring that all of the members of this iskgive As-
sembly demonstrate their full commitment to all lptser-
vants and indeed to all public, in terms of engythmat whistle-
blower protection and legislation to give effectthat protec-
tion is brought forward in a timely way, an expéilis way, |
would suggest an amendment.

Amendment proposed

Ms. Hanson: I move

THAT Motion No. 45 be amended by deleting the paras
“this House urges the Government of Yukon to” betwehe
words “THAT” and “proceed” and substituting fortite phrase
“the Select Committee on Whistle-blower Protection”

THAT Motion No. 45 be further amended by adding the
phrase “instructions for” between the words “witlrid “draft-
ing”; and

THAT Motion No. 45 be further amended by adding the
phrase “as soon as practicable” after the wordslation.”

Speaker:  The amendment is in order.

It has been moved by the Member for Whitehorse i€ent

THAT Motion No. 45 be amended by deleting the péras
“this House urges the Government of Yukon to” bewehe
words “THAT” and “proceed” and substitute for itethphrase
“the Select Committee on Whistle-blower Protection”

THAT Motion No. 45 be further amended by adding the
phrase “instructions for” between the words “withrid “draft-
ing”; and

THAT Motion No. 45 be further amended by adding the
phrase “as soon as practicable” after the wordslation.”

Ms. Hanson: We make this proposed amendment to
Motion No. 45 today because it recognizes thatltkgislative
Assembly has already established a select commiteave
don’t need to urge the Government of Yukon to de.th's a
fait accompli — the select committee has been &stedal and
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essentially what it's recognizing as well. So uggitme select
committee to do what it can do, which is providafting in-
structions. A select committee doesn't draft legish.

It would provide instructions for those people whe
charged with legislative drafting. So, we thoudtdttthat made
it more correct in terms of the actual process batithe work
of this committee could be and how we could mosameg-
fully move it forward to a closure as quickly asspible. That
is why we also used the language “as soon as paht#i’, be-
cause, Mr. Speaker, as you're aware, “as soon aigable”
has a legal meaning in this context in that webtintending it
to be delayed. | respect the fact that the memiygpssite for a
variety of reasons, some of which | can understade reluc-
tant to set a finite date. So, with the languagésobn as prac-
ticable” — the legal drafters will understand thiay’re under
some expectation that it is the wish of this Leagise Assem-
bly that they proceed with this with due diligerened expedi-
ence, once the work of that select committee has lwem-
pleted.

We agree with the Member for Klondike that thigisim-
portant action that must be completed; that a Bagmit amount
of work has been done over the course of the maaysyfrom
2007 to 2010 — the over 13 or so public hearingd there
held. So we have a significant body of work thas hiready
been done.

| would say most of the consultation has been ceted|
and we believe that the proposed amendments tarthtfon
from the Member for Klondike will both respect thecision
taken by this Legislative Assembly, in terms ofatieg and
directing the select committee, also recognizirg shgnificant
body of work that was contained in the minorityaepas well
as expressing the sense of urgency that | hopmeathbers of
this Legislative Assembly share — that we do andwilkere-
main committed to seeing whistle-blower legislatiorought
forward as soon as practicable.

Hon. Mr. Cathers: In rising to speak to the amend-
ment, | want to first of all note that the govermmagrees with
the Official Opposition that the motion does need ke
amended. | think that some of the intent of whatythppear to
be trying to get to is not really that distinctlyffdrent from
where we believe that the motion should end up dheiow-
ever, there are a few things in looking at it, amdooking at
the amendment the members have just brought forwande
think that the motion establishing a Select Comerittn Whis-
tle-blower Protection did specifically referencedarask that
new committee with considering matters and providedess
to the reports and records of the Select Commdate®Vhistle-
blower Protection that was established by the lagfislative
Assembly.

It does empower that committee to do it. Two thitiget
are of concern with the amendment, as proposetidoy.¢ader
of the Official Opposition, is that it appears tadthe current
committee to be proceeding on the basis of recordatens
by a committee of the last Assembly. What we ineshih the
motion that we tabled — which was passed unaninyoligl
this Assembly to set that committee up — was tce dive

committee the ability to fully consider all matterecords and
discussions dealt with by the committee of the Festembly,
but not restrict them to that, and allow them thidits, as those
members see fit, to make changes and to reviselthtitreport
and come up with a final report to present to ttegislative
Assembly.

The second matter | point to with the proposed aimemt
is that it talks about the select committee. Itpmses having
the select committee proceed with instructions doafting
whistle-blower protection legislation and, realilyis our belief
that the report tabled by a committee of this Adslgmif it is
accepted by the Assembly and accepted by the gmestand
includes a recommendation to develop legislatibaf tvould
naturally lead to the development of legislatiomspant to that
requirement. The committee itself, obviously, ig nat of or-
der procedurally, but | think it is a somewhat ioa@te reflec-
tion of how it would occur. The committee would nmetlly
establish so much the instructions for legislatilrafting as
develop the information and the report that woeldd to and
inform the legislative drafting that would not beng by any
MLA in this Assembly, but would be done by lawyeénsthe
Department of Justice.

So, in looking at the proposed amendment, we di#t to
whether we could provide a subamendment that wacideve
what we believe should occur, but we will not bemarting
the amendment. We will, if the amendment is notspdsby
this Assembly, be proposing another amendment,wihkonow
| can’t propose now, but in the interest of infongiimembers
of the House, | note that what we will be propositogng is to
not specifically refer to th#&linority Report on Whistle-blower
Protection— a report, | might add, that was ruled out of orde
twice in this Assembly, since the committee did have the
authority to develop the minority report.

So we question validity of that terminology and,fatt,
what we would propose doing is continue to urgegbeern-
ment to proceed with drafting whistle-blower proitea legis-
lation following receipt of the final report by tigelect Com-
mittee on Whistle-blower Protection.

Again, recognizing that an amendment can’t be stibchi
since it would not really fit as a subamendmentyanted to
provide that information to the members of the &éii Oppo-
sition and to the members of the Third Party indating why
we will not be supporting the amendment proposedthzy
Leader of the Official Opposition and giving them iadica-
tion of what we intend to propose, if this amendtmisnnot
passed.

Ms. Stick: In speaking to this amendment, | would
support it and point out the member opposite’s —atwh
thought was erroneous in believing that it would-ésricted to
the minority report, when, in fact, this motionc#iwas based
on, not restricted to. With regard to the amendnfieninstruc-
tion, | believe that it's exactly as it was intedd&Vhether we
say to present a report or instruction, it's legditoward the
legislation of whistle-blower protection and | kesle that in-
struction is fine as amended.
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Mr. Elias:
support the amendment put on the floor of the Hdtma the
Member for Whitehorse Centre. I'm going to takestbpportu-
nity to provide this House with a little bit of bisy and a little
bit of what my constituents think about what hasrbhappen-
ing here in the last couple of weeks. Our pointhie basic mo-
tion from my colleague, the MLA for Klondike, was dhe
premise that the Yukon Party government has haecade in
this House with lawmaking authority since 2002. y teve
had a decade to develop whistle-blower legislationthis
House and they failed to do so.

During my time as MLA, | have wholeheartedly trded!
throughout the Yukon on several select committesdis,of
which have resulted or will result very soon inigtgtion that
is going to better the day-to-day lives of ourzgtis. What |
have witnessed over the last years of my time im House is
the reason why — on December the 7, 2011, | tol#oviers
the reason why | did not want our caucus partigigain what |
considered a stalling tactic. There was one oftsrd that was
brought up here today, and that was about respelcingent.

It was about not following the Standing Orders bist
House. | want Yukoners to understand one thing tandsk
themselves: why, at the time of the 2007 Select @iitee on
Whistle-blower Protection, knowingly decide to stamp and
say, “This is wrong and we are going to cross the bn the
Standing Orders.” So they chose to put on recorthguheir
political careers, “Something is wrong in this pes.” They
did that knowingly because they could see what $gen since
2007. They understood that something was flawetthéncon-
sensus-based process in developing whistle-bloagislation.
Now, when it's in the papers my constituents areniig me,
asking me, “What are they forcing you to do, DaPilsplain
it to us,” when | publicly stated several times thasons why |
consider this new select committee on developingstiea
blower legislation drastically flawed.

Yet, what did we pay tribute to today on the fladrthis
Assembly? Why am | wearing a pink tie today? Whistlower
legislation enshrines, in law, protection from lggifired or
suffering from reprisals at work for disclosing gsogovern-
ment mismanagement. Twice our Liberal caucus — wikien
were in the Official Opposition last year aboutsthime and
when we were in the Third Party caucus — put fodafar this
Assembly to debate and maybe discuss the prosarsdaf —
like we just did today — a disclosure protectior. akhis is
why we're here: to protect public servants.

| am really holding back from using some objecticius-
ing this debate, Mr. Speaker, because | am tryingse the
diplomacy in this House that Yukoners rightly expes to
display.

All MLAs in the House — and | understand many cdrth
are new and they don’t understand the history,theatYukon
Party promised to enact whistle-blower protectiams2002,
2006, and again in 2011. Whistle-blower protectétists in
the federal government and in many jurisdictionsuad our
country, and we tabled that legislation previoustythe Lib-
eral caucus we have also promised this in our 220@6 and
2011 platforms. We have tabled legislation in gdaith. One

I'm going to get to the point here. | don't of our caucus members, the Hon. Mr. Faircloughtigipated

in 13 select committee meetings over the coursthrefe and
one-half years. He believed in this work and wikie tlate
member, Mr. Cardiff — they felt it necessary on &lélof our
citizens in this territory to submit to this Chamlze minority
report with 10 excellent recommendations that wsneposed
to be the core of whistle-blower legislation.

It wasn't supposed to be the be-all and end-alkds sup-
posed to say, “This is what we've heard from orgations and
Yukoners because we care and we respect motiomnsatha
passed in this House.”

We talk about respect. Months before the Yukon yPart
passed their new whistle-blower mandate — talkibgua re-
spect — | told my constituents and | told the palaind any-
body who would listen: here is why | chose not #otigipate.
My record being on select committees speaks felfitghen it
has integrity based on history. Yet | stand hedayo— and
this isn’t about me; this is about those publicsaats out there
who need this type of legislation or who are asKorghis type
of legislation.

| have been in here for five and a half years. Dezef
pieces of legislation have crossed my desk wittioeitneed for
a select committee—dozens. So | ask myself, andoNeis
should ask themselves this question too: why sheultird
majority Yukon Party government absolutely forcel aequire
my participation on a piece of legislation thatytltan draft on
their own. And that is the merit of the motion dre tfloor to-
day, because it is the basics. It is already thEmne.values are
there. The wishes of Yukoners are there. The YuRanty
Government has all it needs to proceed. | also nsteted the
cautious optimism of the Official Opposition. | werdtand, but
I do not blame them for it. What | do take issu¢hvis what is
going on, on the other side of the House.

I'm going to be honest here. | feel backed intoodtipal
corner. I've only been there twice before and thithe second
one. | don't like being backed into a corner. Mynstituents
don’t appreciate their MLA being backed into a @trbeing
forced to participate in something that | haveifiest that |
should not be participating in.

Just this session — in this spring sitting alonewe've
seen six pieces of legislation and without helprfibe Official
Opposition: Act to Amend the Land Titles Act and the
Condominium AgtAct to Amend the Territorial Court Act
Business Law Amendment Aéict to Amend the Financial
Administration ActAct to Amend the Child Care ActAct to
Amend the Liquor Acand another piece of legislation today:
Act to Amend the Ombudsman Abat we’re dealing with
today, which is very rare. | applaud the MemberRiverdale
South for doing that. That's going to be rare iattipiece of
legislation passes this House.

Moral rectitude — that's what Yukoners rightly dese
How much time do | have left?

The legislation in théisclosure Protection Act— in the
explanatory note that our caucus has tabled twi¢kis House,
that debate got abruptly shut down by the YukortyP&to one
even got to speak. That’s a fact. This bill praemnployees by
facilitating the disclosure and investigation ofrsficant and



April 11, 2012

HANSARD

691

serious matters related to the public service d@hatpotentially
unlawful, dangerous to the public or harmful to fuinterest
and by establishing a sound and thorough regin@ai&ction
from reprisal for employees who make disclosurdést’® what
we put on the floor of this House for the repreatweés of this
territory on behalf of Yukoners to debate. It wasething to
start from. Over and above the recommendationkémtinor-
ity report, is it good enough?

That is all we wanted to do. That debate was stbpphkis
piece of legislation we tabled discusses disclaswfewrong-
doing; it discusses types of information that cardisclosed; it
discusses investigations by the Ombudsman — I\eelids 29
pages, by the way — it discusses protection froprisel; it
discusses information about wrongdoing providedpbysons
outside the public service; it discusses dealinth \&i false or
misleading statement; it discusses providing leghlice and
arranging for legal advice; it discusses liabilggotection; it
discusses the development of regulations.

But the debate on this was stopped.

This goes over and above the amendments put forlaard
the Official Opposition today, as | hopefully exjpled elo-
quently to the House. Now I'm put in a positionchese of the
motion that was passed last Monday, to make a idecsn
how I'm going to best represent my constituents\ahdther or
not | have to break a serious rule in these Stgn@irders. |
didn't ask to be in this position. | was put inghiosition by a
majority government. That's the situation | find se{f in. So
in the months to come, I'm going to have to makaesserious
decisions, with serious consequences.

Mr. Speaker, | would actually like to hear from tRee-
mier on how he is going to help me fix the situattbat | am
in, because, like | said, | have been backed irpoliical cor-
ner with very, very few options. So if there hagrebeen an
olive branch, | am extending it to the Premier tighw to help
me fix this — | do not know if the word “quagmirés the
proper word, but | am going to use it anyway — tham in,
and | will be listening intently to the words thee being said
after | sit down. | hope that | have helped outdbbate today.

Hon. Ms. Taylor: | would like to thank the members
of the Assembly today for the debate thus far és plarticular
motion. Of course, we're speaking to an amendmieait has
been put forward by the Leader of the Official Ogition. We
thank the Official Opposition for that constructivgut. | just
wanted to put a few things on the record.

| just want to speak to the very fact that thera it of
reference to the minority report. As the Member lfake La-
berge has spoken about on a number of occasiangjitiority
report that was tabled, or that was attempted ttabked, was
ruled out of order. In fact, it contravenes then8tag Orders,
so to speak, simply for the matter that it was imptete.

| think it's very important to note that. As the Mber for
Vuntut Gwitchin has also made reference to, afigreat work
has been done by this Assembly and by previousrdsis, to
be sure. | think that as a member of the Assendnytife last
nine years, | appreciate that we all come to tresefnbly —
we are elected on mandates. We are also eleciad twur best

foot forward and to work together to the extentgiole on

issues that matter the most. Certainly, whistleselo protec-
tion is but one of those issues. There has beaeat gmount
of work that has been conducted by previous assembh a
number of occasions. Of course, much of that werktill in

the works. The minority report that | referenced &ave spo-
ken to on a number of occasions in the Assembly iwdact

incomplete. It did not receive the sign-off by thiekon Party
caucus members, even though it may have receieedupport
of the New Democratic caucus as well as the Libeaaicus. |
think it is very important to note that when wefgoward with

recommendations by a select committee that we Hréna
agreement, that these are the recommendationsatbab be
put forward on behalf of the Assembly.

The bill that the member opposite has just spoker—t
and in fact, I'm very pleased that the member opppapoke to
both bills because | think it was back in Februaryerhaps it
was January in 2011, or maybe it was even eathere was
Bill No. 112 that was tabled by | believe it wa® threvious
Member for Porter Creek South. That was entitledDtsclo-
sure Protection ActAt that time, that bill did come forward for
a discussion on a Wednesday such as this, as atemivem-
ber’s bill. At that time, there was some debatee Pinevious
Member for Klondike spoke to the motion. | just wém refer-
ence that the bill effectively referenced manytafde, if not all
those, provisions that were housed within that mipageport
that the member opposite makes reference to.

Without getting into the specific detail of thall b~ the
member opposite has already spoken eloquentlyatooiti and
subsequent bill, Bill No. 101, which was tabled lbét De-
cember 8, 2011, also call@isclosure Protection Actwhich
was pretty much identical to the previous bill &bl Without
getting into the specifics of the bill — becausatth not what
we're here debating currently; we're speaking t@arendment
on the floor — | do want to make reference thatés to be
stated that at that particular time, there were eseomments
that were made by the previous mover of the Wik, Member
for Porter Creek South. Even at that time, eveprdfiaving
tabled the bill, that member also recognized tiwt select
committee needed to get back to the job that tteel/ih front
of them, that the work was incomplete, in essebe.member
also went on to say that it's very imperative tteg committee
get on with finishing up delivering the report amd¢ommenda-
tions thus far.

I recall there was a debate between the membein,aba
mover of the bill, and the previous Minister of tices, in which
the mover was urging the Minister of Justice togrihat pro-
posed bill forward for the Department of Justiaar, the offi-
cials to take a look at it, so they could actuske if the gov-
ernment thought that the proposed bill by the presiLiberal
member, was in fact actually worth doing somethimigh.
Those are not my words. Those are the words optheious
member.

So, quite clearly, the previous member for the tabeau-
cus felt that there was more work to be done aatlithfact the
bill that was brought forward — even that membke mover
of the bill, was not entirely certain as to whetbemot it was
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worth doing something with. The member also, at timae,

recognized that Yukoners wanted to see what ifenlegisla-
tion before they actually accept it, that, before go and pro-
ceed with drafting legislation, the bill needed htave some
consultation among Yukoners, some dialogue soYh&bners
were comfortable with what was being proposed.

The bill that the previous Member for Porter Cr&zuth
tabled on behalf of the Liberal caucus did not altyusee any
consultation. There was no dialogue with the Vidlagf Mayo.
There was no dialogue with the Liard First Natidhere was
no consultation with other members at that time.tt&d was
also duly noted. In fact, there was some discusianperhaps
the Department of Justice could take up that bitl present it
before the public for discussion.

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

Point of order

Speaker:
of order.

Ms. Hanson:
amendment. | don’t hear the subject matter of theraiment
being spoken to at all.

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

Speaker:  On the point of order.

Hon. Mr. Cathers: | believe the Minister of Commu-
nity Services in speaking to the amendment is goatier rea-
sons for disagreeing with leaving in the refereimctine motion
to the Select Committee on Whistle-blower Protectie- or
sorry, to the previous committee’s work — the mityoreport.
The member is providing some historical contexttfa reason
why she and the government disagree with contintongave
that in the motion.

Speaker’s ruling
Speaker:
speaking to the amendment and I'll let her proceedt the

beginning of her statement.

Hon. Ms. Taylor: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

| just want to go back, because when we talk alilit
No. 112, we are effectively talking about the Hilat the mem-
ber opposite was just referencing and would likelébate to-
day. | just want to say one last statement herd said, again
from the previous Liberal caucus, that this billsyast a start-
ing point for the next stage in development of whiblower
protection. Quite clearly the work is very much anplete
when it comes to developing effective and timelyisitb-
blower legislation. | just want to make that quitear.

When we talk about the amendment, it speaks to mgaki
reference to the minority report and, quite clearhile we
recognize the work that was done by the previolecseom-
mittee on this very matter, at the end of the deaf tommittee
— the work that was provided that actually did caméuition
was effectively incomplete.

time
Leader of the Official Opposition, on a point

| thought we were speaking to the

that work and we certainly look forward to gettibgck to the
debate of the original motion before us.

| also just want to go back to a couple of othémngh. The
member opposite also made reference to when irttfacielect
committee was being debated on the floor of theidlatyire
only days ago, | might add, and that in fact somekite As-
sembly had forced the member opposite to partieipat the
committee. Again, | will just draw the member’'saednce to
the actual day that that motion was brought forwfarcconsid-
eration and actually received full debate among bes Ac-
tually, that also resulted in a unanimous consérdlloMem-
bers of the Legislative Assembly. The members ojppdsad
full opportunity, full and ample opportunity, toibg forward
an amendment to remove the name of the member ibppos
to add or delete or change up; however, there weramend-
ments brought forward, so there was an opportuaityhat

| just want to put that on the public record, bessano one
is forcing anyone to do anything when it comeshe s$elect
committee.

We certainly hope, however, and we have stated on a

number of occasions and we still remain hopeful the mem-
bers opposite — all members from the Assembly spring
all their political parties — will participate irhé debate on
whistle-blower protection. So | also just wantedhtake refer-
ence to that as well.

| wanted to make reference to the fact that wheroiihes
to protection of public servants and the good wibky do on
behalf of Yukon citizens, there are provisions liace today as
we speak. I've spoken to some of the legislaticat the cur-
rently have — public sector legislation — and sodaiethe
policies, some of the dispute resolution mechanitimas we
have available to employees as represented thrasghmen-

The member did start with saying she wastioned, legislation policies even through the resipe collec-

tive agreements. Again, | just wanted to make exfee to what
is available to employees for the purpose of chgileg actions
taken by their employer.

I do not want to veer off too much from the amendine
but perhaps that will provide a bit more context@asome of
the reasons that were brought forward by the Merfdyelcake
Laberge in our caucus’ opposition to the proposedraiment
as put forward by the Leader of the Official Opiosi.

Amendment to Motion No. 45 negatived

Speaker:
motion?

Hon. Mr. Cathers: As | noted earlier in speaking to
the amendment presented, we concur with the Offf@posi-
tion that there is a need to make an adjustmethietanotion as
presented. As | laid out earlier in my remarks, thiek that it
is appropriate to recognize that it will actually the Depart-
ment of Justice, Government of Yukon, that wouldfu®draft-

What we are now discussing and what we discussed n#g of whistle-blower legislation following the colmsion of a

long ago in the Assembly during this sitting wase tlevelop-
ment of the select committee comprised of membérth®
current Legislative Assembly. We look forward tdtie on to

report by the Select Committee on Whistle-blowenté&tion.
With that in mind, as | noted earlier, my colleagtiee
Member for Whitehorse West and the Minister of Camity

Does any member wish to speak to the main
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Services, also referenced the reasoning behind wghyan’t
agree to the reference to thiénority Report on Whistle-blower
Protection since in fact, it was twice ruled by the Speabker
this Assembly that tabling a minority report thatdhnot been
authorized by a committee was contrary to the Stgn@rders
of the Assembly.

In bringing forward the motion to establish thiswuittee,
we included specific reference to the ability af tommittee to
have access to all the previous records and wonle dy the
Select Committee on Whistle-blower Protection dighbd by
the last Legislative Assembly — the "$2 egislative Assem-
bly, that is. In fact, the reference in the motimnthat was
something that we incorporated in that motion atghggestion
of the Official Opposition and we agreed with tkaggestion
and that motion.

As my colleague, the Member for Whitehorse Wesedpt
when that motion was brought forward before thiseksbly
there was the opportunity for any member of thiseksbly to
stand up and propose an amendment to that motien.irdi-
cated in bringing forward that motion, we felt tlimtestablish-
ing an all-party committee, it was appropriate tovide the
opportunity for all caucuses to be representedhat table.
Whether those members chose to participate and thew
chose to participate was up to members’ discretiahwe be-
lieve that the all-party committees that have bestablished in
the past have been a positive improvement to engagiem-
bers from all caucuses in developing policy decisiand ulti-
mately developing legislation in a number of thoases.

| would point out, as | have previously, the fawtt prior
to the initiative that we commenced with in estsiilig the
Select Committee on Anti-smoking Legislation, felled by a

Speaker: The amendment is in order. It has been
moved by the Government House Leader

THAT Motion No. 45 be amended by deleting the paras
“based on recommendations contained in Nheority Report
on Whistle-blower Protectidrand by adding the phrase after
the word “legislation”: “following receipt of thdrfal report by

the Select Committee on Whistle-blower Protection”.

Hon. Mr. Cathers: I will be brief in speaking to the
amendment. Again, what | would emphasize, as lididhy
remarks on the main motion and before making theran
ment, is the fact that all of the select committéxeg have been
established in recent years — the sole exceptiangbthe
whistle-blower committee — did reach a final repadrt ac-
knowledging points that have been made by membietheo
Official Opposition and the Third Party in reflewion work of
that previous committee of a previous Legislativesémbly,
one point that | do think important to point outtlet, in fact,
none of the members of this current Legislativeefsisly were
on that committee.

I do not believe that the Member for Vuntut Gwitthwvas,
and | know that none of the members of the NDP w@fghe
Yukon Party caucus, there are 11 members. Nine resmb
were elected on October 11, 2011, either for thst fime or
after having been absent from the Chamber for abeurof
years. So, again, of the two members of the govemimaucus
who were part of that last Legislative Assembly,tloé four
members, | believe it is, of the 19-member LegigtaAssem-
bly, not a single one of us was part of that cortemit

The dynamics of that committee, the debate thatimed
in that committee, and any records of that havenlee the

number of other ones — the Select Committee on Humamotion passed by this Assembly previously to eshbthe

Rights, the Select Committee on thandlord and Tenant Act,
the Select Committee on the Safe Operation anddf<aff-
road of Vehicles, and of course the Select Commitie Whis-
tle-blower Protection.

Prior to that time, there had been in Yukon histonyy
one select committee established that was empowaned
tasked to go out and consult with Yukoners on anesof im-
portance. This is really very much a new initiatitteat the
Yukon Party came forward with that we thought womdke
an improvement to the way some of the businessre drec-
ognizing that there is further work that can be elday all in
this Assembly to work together on improving decoyumork-
ing together on how we can work together constvetfi But
we believe that it has been a positive enhancementelieve
it has been an improvement. With that introductibryould
then move the following amendment.

Amendment proposed

Hon. Mr. Cathers: | move

committee. The new committee has been given adoeany
records, any transcripts, anything that they dedlt there. But
for members to debate and reflect on the dynanfies select
committee of a previous Legislative Assembly — whnenh a
single member of that previous select committeadtially
currently a member of this Assembly — we could sparlot
of time debating the past, when it should be retzmghthat not
a single member of this Assembly was actually at thble
during the debate.

The reasons why that committee did not reach aggaem
on a final report, really, are matters that perhaggsnbers of
the new committee will gain a sense of in reviewihg tran-
scripts and records of that previous committee. &lutve can
do as a Legislative Assembly at this point is de¢idw to pro-
ceed.

As we’ve indicated before, we believe that thee some
areas that do need some adjustment prior to thertréeing
concluded and being a final document that can henpa leg-
islation. The details of what will be in that finegport really

THAT Motion No. 45 be amended by deleting the péras need to be determined by the new committee dutieg te-

“based on recommendations contained in Mierority Report
on Whistle-blower Protectidn and by adding the following
phrase after the word “legislation”: “following reipt of the
final report by the Select Committee on Whistlevido Protec-
tion”.

liberations and discussions. Another key distintttbat oc-
curred in this motion establishing the current catrea on
whistle-blower protection is that while the prevsocommittee
— the committee of the 32Assembly — was required to hold
hearings with the public, the current committeenspowered
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to do so if they feel it necessary. They are sp=lf empow-
ered to have access to the work and the recortteabprevious
committee.

The Legislative Assembly passed that motion. Theas
the opportunity for any member of the House to make
amendment, whether it be to the membership of tmenaittee
or to the terms of the committee. While there wasamend-
ment that would have set a precise timeline inghfer the
committee concluding its report, that amendmentréasons
that we discussed on that day — and | won't ged again —
was not supported, but the motion itself was sujggowithout
a single dissenter by this Legislative Assembly amad subse-
quently passed.

What | would say — without reflecting at great lém@n
the comments by the Leader of the Liberal Partys—+that in
establishing the motion, we believed it was impuatrtto pro-
vide an opportunity for all caucuses to be represkemt the
table. In bringing forward the amendment that | engust ta-
bled, we believe it's appropriate to not bind tleemenittee or
appear to bind the committee into following an imgete re-
port that was done by the former committee on Wdistower
protection of the last Legislative Assembly. Howevagain |
note and | emphasize that the committee is fullpenwered by
the motion that we did pass to consider the draftkvand any
other records and papers of that committee.

Again, what | would say in wrapping up my commeints
the interest of time is that | just want to emphaghe fact that,
really, for any select committee to work, it regsira commit-
ment by members who are part of it from all partfesm all
caucuses, to try to work together to try to addtéssserious
policy issues and questions in a collaborative reariWith the
sole exception of one select committee, all ofdbmittees in
recent years have done a good job of doing thabuld note to
the interim Leader of the Liberal Party that, irctfal would
remind him that the first select committee that watablished
in recent years — the Select Committee on Anti-smpkeg-
islation — the member, | know, participated in thathink he
would agree that the end result was one that wes gollabo-
rative in nature and that together the Legislafgsembly and
the select committee established by that Assemdigame up
with an end product that reflected the changingvsief Yukon
society and the health care committee, in partic@hout the
legislation related to where someone can smokenduede they
cannot smoke out of respect for the issues aroandnsl-hand
smoke.

| would encourage the member to take advantagdef t
opportunity to participate in this committee. | idencourage
all members to put aside any preconceptions andigadl
rhetoric with regard to this committee, and onae ¢cbmmittee
holds its first meetings, to focus on working tdgattrying to
fairly, respectfully and collaboratively deal witmy serious
policy issues it is presented with and to providge ltegislative
Assembly with a final report that then allows tlevgrnment to
proceed with drafting whistle-blower protectionikdgtion. So,
to reiterate, if the amendment that | have propdsextcepted,
the motion as amended would read: “THAT this Housges
the Government of Yukon to proceed with draftingistie-

blower protection legislation ‘following receipt dhe final
report by the Select Committee on Whistle-blowebpt&t-
tion.”

With that, Mr. Speaker, | commend the amendmerhé¢o
House.

Ms. Hanson: Yes, Mr. Speaker, | will speak to the
amendment. Actually, unlike some of my colleague®ss the
way, | think it is more important to actually ke&grused on
the amendment.

Unfortunately, this amendment that has come forward
speaks and addresses and raises for me, as a mefmthés
Legislative Assembly and | believe, the whole of tbfficial
Opposition — a real disappointment here. | donikh could
be more unequivocal in having stated repeated\Nhe’'s —
the Official Opposition’s — support for whistle-bber legisla-
tion. We have stated that time and time againals Wwecause of
the real frustration of my colleague, Mr. Carditiat he was
ruled out of order — yes, because it was an exjmess his
frustration that we’'ve seen time and time againisTgovern-
ment — the Yukon Party — place good initiativesiat cryo-
genic state and I'm afraid that this is yet agaiother attempt
by the Yukon Party to put a freeze on any move &dv The
Member for Pelly-Nisutlin thinks that’s amusing. Weerhaps
he might look pretty amused in a frozen state witit expres-
sion.

We're heard a lot of discussion from the membengoep
site. The Premier sort of gave us a mini-lectundiezaon “re-
spect.” The Leader of the Third Party sought toageexpres-
sion of respect for his position. A respectful natin terms of
amending this or any other aspect of this motioghthhave
been, as he asked for an olive branch — was nd¢s@gnate a
member from another party, but suggest that thgoresbility
rightfully rests with the interim leader of thatrpa as opposed
to naming somebody to be on this committee.

So that is one question that | would raise in teohse-
spect in this Legislative Assembly.

There was not even a nod in this amendment to dkiem
of the importance of expediting the work that hasrbon the
books by all accounts by the platforms and thetprs ex-
pressed by the Yukon Party, as we have said tindeagain,
since 2002. So if | take the minister at his wahgre is not an
intention by the members opposite, unless theyeggness it in
another way, to actually bring forward whistle-blwegisla-
tion before the end of this mandate.

What | have been looking for from the members ojipos
is something that would determine for this LegisktAssem-
bly that we will not see another five years go g @ahey will
not have moved forward with whistle-blower legiglat de-
spite having made that commitment 10 years ago Nghat
we had sought, in our respectful amendment to thadT
Party’s motion, was simply to ask all of us in thisgislative
Assembly to demonstrate that we would work to aghiehis-
tle-blower legislation as soon as practicable.

The members opposite are not prepared to go thesn-
der why.
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The Official Opposition will remain committed andiliw
work diligently on whatever committee and whatepercess is
established to bring forward whistle-blower ledigla. | be-
lieve we have already indicated that we would li&esee that
committee meet as soon as possible. We do not ivamtgo
into limbo-land where meetings are not set befbre legisla-
tive session is completed for the spring. We expadtwe will
be pressing to see a committee meeting before Mayadd
then we’ll be expecting to see a good schedulectiities for
that committee so that we can see progress repatid that,
I'll end my comments there.

Amendment to Motion No. 45 agreed to

Speaker:
as amended?

Hon. Mr. Graham: I'll keep my remarks relatively
short. As a member appointed by this Legislaturthi® com-
mittee, | have listened with great interest to dme member’'s
version of the history and some other members héscefilled
us in on the history of what has happened in thst. fBut I'm
really not looking to the past. I'm looking to theure. | know,
after talking to both of the other members on ghike of House
who were appointed to this committee, we have aitsigl not
been given any direction whatsoever to freeze ¢himmittee
or to delay the committee in any way, shape or form

I'm really looking forward to reading all of this:fforma-
tion that's supposedly available or that will bedeavailable
to us, and, if necessary, if it's the will of thenemittee, to hav-
ing public hearings, if such is necessary. But what also
really concerned about is the Member for Vuntut @kin’s
comments that he has a dilemma here. I'd be mane biappy
to bring forward a motion or our House Leader \wiling for-
ward a motion to take you off the committee and ijputhe
Member for Klondike on. We don’'t have any probldrknow,
having worked with both the Member for Klondike atitk
Member for Riverdale South on another committee kARdw
how simple, or how easy, it was to get some wonkedon that
committee.

| would love to work with them again. | have abgely no
preconceived notions about this legislation whatepeand,
having talked to both of my colleagues here, neitle they.
We are going into this with open minds and lookvaird to the
process and hopefully looking forward to coming wiph a
report that is acceptable to all members of thigilature.

Speaker: Do any other members wish to speak to th
motion, as amended?

Member for Klondike, as there are no other member
wishing to speak, do you have a closing commentcam mo-
tion, as amended?

Mr. Silver:
amended.

Motion No. 45, as amended, agreed to

| have no comments to the motion, as

Is there any further discussion on the motion

e

Hon. Mr. Cathers: I move that the Speaker do now
leave the Chair and that the House resolve into r@Gitiee of
the Whole.

Speaker: It has been moved by the Government House
Leader that the Speaker do now leave the Chairtlaaidthe
House resolve into Committee of the Whole.

Motion agreed to

Speaker leaves the Chair

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE

Chair (Ms. McLeod): Order please. Committee of the
Whole will now come to order.

The matter before the Committee is Bill No.Férst Ap-
propriation Act, 2012-13We're going to begin with Vote 8,
Department of Justice — I'm sorry, Vote 55, Depaatn of
Highways and Public Works.

Mr. Tredger: | was under the impression when | left
the House Leaders’ meeting this morning that we levdoe
doing Justice.

Chair: That is what | said to begin with.

Mr. Tredger: And that's what | understood, but now
you're saying Highways and Public Works.

Chair: My Order Paper says Bill No. 6, 2012-13
budget, Highways and Public Works.

We will recess for 15 minutes. Thank you.

Recess

Chair: Order. Committee of the Whole will now come
to order. The matter before the Committee is Bill. 8, First
Appropriation Act, 2012-13

Bill No. 6 : First Appropriation Act, 2012-13 —
continued

Chair: We will continue with general debate on Vote
55, Department of Highways and Public Works.

Department of Highways and Public Works —continued

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: | just wanted to — | touched on
a lot yesterday in my opening remarks on the higiswend of
things. There are airports and IT stuff I'd likettouch on be-
fore we get into debate with members opposite.

We were talking about the diverse department thetvie,
and another important component of Yukon’s trantspion
system is our airports and aerodromes. The Depattrok
Highways and Public Works operates and maintaing &ir-
ports and 25 aerodromes. It also manages the Yslmmhmu-
nity aerodrome radio station, otherwise known asRSAa

S

program on behalf of Nav Canada.

| am proud to note that, in the past year, thereevewer
267,000 passengers arriving to and departing fram lacal
international airport. This is an increase of 6e&fcent from
2010. Since 2002, annual passenger activity inexkay over
116,000 travellers.

This is very noteworthy and shows how importaris ito
ensure that the Erik Nielsen International Airptatable to
meet the standards of increased volume of peopgiéng the



696

HANSARD

April 11, 2012

Yukon. It is Highways and Public Works’ mandateptovide
the necessary infrastructure to support safe auetrand sup-
port commercial growth and the needs of emergepoyices,
such as wildland fire management and, with thisnind, the
department is allocating $3.3 million toward impeawvents of
the sewer and water systems at the Whitehorsertirpo

These improved systems will enhance the reliabdftyhe
wildland fire airtanker base, improve service detivto com-
mercial leaseholders at the airport, allowing themexpand
their operations and will also allow for future éépment in
this area.

While we speak of the future growth and being pregal
am pleased to say that Highways and Public Worksismit-
ting $1.875 million toward other airport improvenhgmojects
to support air site activities, including taxiwayprovements,
hangar rehabilitation and an installation of a selcbridge. The
second bridge will be installed to further enhatieefunction-
ality of the improved and expanded Whitehorse airpd/e
won'’t have everybody trying to use one at the sime when
the planes land. The department manages the itytexriaxi-
way surfaces through its surface-management system.

Effective planning and management — some of th# stu
we are coming forward with — and maintenance of faaili-
ties are essential components to our fiscal respitihg our
management of risk, and overall effectiveness gavarnment.
There are also potential energy savings, econoafissale and
programs, synergies that could be realized thrahighholistic
management plan with a focus on portfolio optimaat— that
is all of the departments together.

The Property Management division seeks to match
demand for property with available supply — dispasel
liabilities — and increase the value of the goveentis assets.
We also need to be strategic in procuring and miagacgal
estate.

Over the last year and a half, our governmentat@t new
processes that require departments to conducttansgsc as-
sessment of their space needs, as well as a coensigh
business case to consider all available optionstlagid impli-
cations.

These requirements ensure that an appropriate dévkle
diligence factors into all decisions, including ttensideration
of short-term and long-term financial and programplica-

the

Routine reports from the surface-management systeitions. The Property Management division is comrditte re-

identify areas in need of repair so that the integsf these
surfaces is preserved. Providing the best taxiwal @arking
surfaces for aircraft can lead to increased comialeactivity.
This is an important element to Yukon’s healthyrearay.

Yukon community aerodromes, which are near and tear
my heart, are an important link for Yukon'’s ruraéas. These
airports support the provision of essential sewviseich as
medevacs, police services and fire management. OARS
program provides aircraft landing and takeoff aesate in-
formation and radio communications, flight planniagsis-
tance, weather observation at eight airports arefocodromes.
The investment of $1.175 million will ensure ongpipgrades
to these facilities and maintain the integrity ofiRdbn’s com-
munity airports. These improvements for this yedl lappen
in Burwash, Dawson and Mayo. These improvementkiml
clude the levelling of the airfield, some brushisgfety and
security improvements, lighting and navigationa apgrades,
installing run-up pads and the application of the 35 runway
enhancement.

I would like now to address the Public Works partiof
my department. The Property Management divisioHigh-
ways and Public Works is planning for addressirgrémlities
and the needs of Yukon government’s building pdidfo

We discussed this quite a bit with some of the tijoes
that have come from the side opposite. The Goventroé
Yukon’s buildings include many facilities, such ashools,
office space, highway camps, nursing stations andemro-
gether, these buildings represent the criticalagtiucture to
fulfill the government mandates. A significant port of these
buildings are older and require maintenance. Age iasuffi-
ciencies make them more expensive to operate cglative
basis. Without addressing our building portfoliceds, these
buildings represent an ongoing financial and progrisk. We
have had this discussion.

placing the Ross River arena. As the performingadepent,
Highways and Public Works will be managing the ¢arcion
of the $7-million project to be built over two ysaThe new
structure will be built on the existing site withnatural ice
surface, a single-story community-use area andgghaooms
will also be put into place.

The Property Management division of Highways ant-Pu
lic Works is working with the Yukon Women’s Trarisit
Home Society to develop and manage a long-termeneée for
a design/build request for proposals for secongestaousing
that will be called “Betty’s Haven” for women andhilclren
fleeing abuse in the Yukon.

Working in collaboration with the Women’s Directtea
Highways and Public Works is offering technical emtjse for
this critical $4.5-million project. The Property Magement
division is charged with providing industry standiadvice, as
per project management guidelines, to the Wometirecibr-
ate and the Yukon Women’s Transition Home Society
throughout both the design and construction phak#ss pro-
ject.

Our Property Management division works hand-in-hand
with all other departments in the government. Mpatément is
working to develop a sound portfolio managementesysthat
requires all departments to work collaborativelyaasieans of
determining the best possible means of managingrgavent
real estate.

Another component of my diverse department — tis¢ la
one | want to talk about — is ICT, the communicasidech-
nology division. The division provides valued ceffiective
information management, information technology aetk-
communications support for the delivery of servittethe pub-
lic and for Internet government administration. ¥aokgovern-
ment’s information technology capital budget is eged by
ICT. This year’s $6.9 million is dedicated to th&ikon gov-
ernment’s information management initiatives, whioblude
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replacing, enhancing and introducing technologye®&st im-
prove Yukon government’s delivery of services anpport the
reporting needs of government. Also under the depart’s
ICT mandate is a multi-year corporate initiativattimproves
records management practices across governmergtemdard
that will support the management of digital recordke de-
partment has allocated $1.11 million to this impottinitiative
that is so necessary in this age of evolving teldgyo

about it being federally regulated. We also talledxbut — |
was talking about my weigh scales and talking alsoume of
the permits that they need with the safety equipniest they
have when it comes to responding to spills andrwpa spill
line. | know | can assure the member that theeetlings in
place for the protection of the environment if thés a spill. |
see where the member is coming from: taking thectlieader-
ship.

From my opening remarks, these are only some of the What | will commit to is something that | thoughtaaut af-

highlights that Highways and Public Works 2012-1Ridet.
There are other highlights, and one worth mentigrisn that
Highways and Public Works is building capacity. part of
our strategic planning, we are building local céfyam our
partnerships with First Nations, municipal govermtseand our
citizens — capacity to plan and manage capitalgetsj capac-
ity for Yukon workers to gain valuable experience ancrease
local numbers of tradespeople; capacity for in@dasurism;
and capacity for access to our valuable local aatesources.

Highways and Public Works is certainly contributirtega
vibrant and healthy economy. My department’s itiitis con-
tribute to an optimistic future for Yukoners; adte filled with
opportunity for growth that could only come fromgavern-
ment that is practising good governance and aaigeaibetter
quality of life. So thank you, Madam Chair.

Mr. Tredger:
had at the end of the last day for the ministehad talked
about building a leadership, and he referred mtneofederal
regulations around the transportation of dangegmexis. You
mentioned the spill line. Many people —

Chair: Not “you”. Please say “the minister”.

Mr. Tredger:
The minister mentioned the spill line and to mesait of indi-
cated the need for comprehensive publicity so pleaiple are
aware of how they can get hold of that quickly.wke know, if
there is an accident, the quicker the informatiets gout and
the more information the responders have, the meltstill
would look for something in terms of reporting sattwhen an
emergency responder attends, they have ready atcasst
only the types of materials that are being hauled, the
amount and the potential hazards and perhaps & g of
dealing with them.

Again, training for the local EMR responders — \atkéd
about how difficult a job it is and the challengégkeeping and
maintaining people in those positions — often theyolun-
tary; sometimes, they're not — but an overall tirmgnprogram.
Again, it may not come out of Highways and PublioMs, but
if the departments can coordinate around that, ongealong
those lines would be very beneficial and, | thinklp us so that
we can reassure the Yukon public and the people avbae-
sponding on our behalf to emergencies that theeedempre-
hensive plan in place that involves all the pergbamd all the
departments — and that the information is out th&w if he
could respond in terms of the leadership and whiess go-
ing.

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: To get back to the member op-
posite, we talked yesterday, when we were debaliisg about
the EMS, which is under Community Services — buttalked

The minister — gosh, there | go again.

ter you asked me the question yesterday, sittingndm my
office and going through what we have — existingffsthat
we have, and maybe look at having it a little biirenorgan-
ized; taking more of a leadership role, becauseithtranspor-
tation on our highways; maybe just a little bitpofsitive adver-
tising — the numbers that you can call; who you calh and
go through that way. | know the RCMP are reallallsegood.
We have had spills in our community before and theyquite
on top of stuff all the time, so | will commit todking at that
to see if we cannot streamline it and make it maweessible
for all Yukoners. And | will get some of the stuffspoke to
with our ICT stuff — some of this stuff is going $tart to link
together with our better Internet technologies, batter com-
munications.

Mr. Tredger: | appreciate the minister looking into

| just want to return to a few questions | that and | would be more than willing to work witiim, if |

come up with some ideas. | am sure we have dewelafmt of
a relationship and | can bring some of my concéonsard. |
understand that the drivers and those who arerdggalith the
materials are trained. Sometimes in an accidersoarething,
they may be incapacitated, and so it falls on theuklers of
the emergency responders.

| did have a couple of questions related to speeifeas or
concerns from my area. I've raised the one with rtirister
opposite before, but the bypass road in Carmacks been
talked about and bandied about for many, many yaadsthe
feeling is that it keeps getting put off and put @ them it's a
real safety concern. The minister had mentionednigaglans
in place and thresholds that needed to be reachedder to
build such a thing. If that were able to be madéliputhat
would certainly help people realize, yes, we aradist or yes,
once this amount of traffic is being used, onces¢hypes of
vehicles are going over it, that will be taken istnsideration
so that they can at least see that it's being ldake that it's
not some decision that is made off in the Netheidabut there
is real science around it and it looks at need saféty and
from there.

Can the minister tell me when the people in Carrmaeia
expect the bypass road to be built? What threshdédshey
need to reach to be able to ensure that the safetyeir chil-
dren is looked after?

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: I'm not sure if I'm going to be
consulting with the Dutch in the Netherlands, butew it
comes to the Carmacks bypass — and | think | arexivtdris
before in our fall sitting in the House. | have hsmime meet-
ings with some of the industry that are lookingd&velop in
future — whether it is the Casino mine — some @f &ativity
up the Freegold Road — and we looked at the numbeehi-
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cles on there. We assessed it like we did evergtblae when
we talked about the Whitehorse corridor, and wedtid little
bit of upgrading.

| understand that everybody in Carmacks is lookih¢he
brushing that we did there, but once traffic diesat— | can
assure the member opposite that when the volunrés da
come up — or before the volumes start to come upng-one
of the big industry company comes into full projent the
bypass will be built. But until that time, it doast warrant it.
There is not enough haul traffic. If mine produntidoes come
up and come into play, then absolutely, that wdaddhe next
phase: the Carmacks bypass. We would go back tootmenu-
nity one more time to make sure that business haddst of
industry there was all onside with it — one mor@sdtation
process — and then we would go forward with it, tigitt now
it doesn’'t warrant it. They are only in the devetant of a lot
of those mines up the Freegold Road and the Casaib

Mr. Tredger:
and what immediately comes to mind is that by theeta mine
gets to the developing stage, there has beendd étploration
activity, a lot of transportation of goods. Theffirais increas-
ing, we know. The amount of exploration in the deemcreas-
ing. In terms of cumulative effects, it's not juste mine or two
mines. There are potentially five or six in thagarThey're all
trucking dangerous goods, heavy goods and B-trhithsof
materials over and through a residential area. d¢téating a lot
of concern in the community, and | just wanted ¢oshire that
we don’t wait until after something happens or lutitere’s
such a huge volume of traffic that we have no aho&o let's
try and get out ahead of the curve and let’s gdiei that.

My final question for the minister opposite — pgrhat
will be my final — would be around the aerodromeHally
Crossing. You mentioned the efforts being madepgrade the
airports across the Yukon.

The airport in Mayo, the airport in Carmacks and &r-
port at Thistle Creek have all become extremelyybasnd
there is the potential for the airport in Pelly €simg to service
industry. But there is also a second part to tigozai at Pelly
Crossing. It is where essential services could .ldnhdsed to
have medevacs going in and out of it; they no lomige People
have to be transported by ambulance, either to &eltsnor to
Mayo. It is a real concern to the people of Peltg,aagain,
lacking a definite plan or something that | can pufront of
them, is there a threshold in terms of how decisiare made
as to what is the order of development? Can we kdothree
years down the road, five years down the road gongps even
this summer as to when that airport should be wegtdor the
safety of the residents in Pelly Crossing, consigealso the
increased activity in the area and the need foustréhlization
— to be able to get in and out of the area quidkiguld an
accident occur — the increased traffic on the higyvand,
again, the need for transportation around thatwel$ as the
local residents? Thank you.

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: I'll get back to you about the
first question asked from across the way. When eveatking
about the Silver Trail and the Freegold Road — aechtraffic
counters on all our roads, whether it be the AighiRoad, the

Snagg Road — and we monitor them yearly. | can,tier
member opposite, get the numbers of the traffih@past few
years. That's how we gauge whether we need to leokhe
future. That's how we can tell if we know it's aGpercent
increase in vehicle traffic. The other thing is -retmember
talked about multi-mines, and when it comes tatal mining
companies out there — whether they are through dgmer
Mines and Resources or Environment and with alldifferent
departments — when it comes to the roads and t &ocess,
we're in consultation and in discussions with thatmall times,
so when they go into a different phase — go frost gxplora-
tion into developing and building the mine sitethwincreased
traffic we know that. They give us the numbers.

They will let us know they have increased L&G track
coming on the road for our electricity, for exampl¢e get this
information from them and that is also how we gaage look
at — we looked at the Carmacks bypass before. \Weehb at

| guess the concern | have around thatwhat existing traffic was there. | know that we ked at the

bridge; we built a couple of pullouts on eitheresfdr the truck
traffic. That was sufficient for the amount of fiafthat they
had. In the future, we will monitor it through otounters on a
regular basis.

To the aerodrome: there is no money set asideytas,
but for the next fiscal year there is money sede$or airports.
When we look at our aerodromes, we look at the shing as
we do when we talk about all of our roads. We labkraffic
through our CARS reporting and through our flighans the
amount of traffic that is at airports. As you kndapking at a
department with so many aerodromes and stuff hia + the
busiest ones like Mayo were prioritized this yeacduse it has
more traffic than the Pelly one. But that is how eperate, like
we do with our roads.

Safety is always of the number one utmost impoganc
Certain airports are of certain lengths. For biggieplanes, we
need a longer airport and a longer runway surfagethe run-
way surfaces for the planes that land there amgood shape,
safety-wise.

So we work with the aerodromes and in the big soéle
things we go on air traffic, like we do with ourads and vehi-
cle traffic. There is some work that will be dohe thext fiscal
year that we put in, planned for the budget forRle8y airport.

Mr. Tredger: Just a final couple of comments:
guess, in terms of looking at traffic on the roadsand | ap-
preciate what the minister said about safety —idlea that it's
going through a residential area. It's not only tlwenber of the
vehicles that are using it. It's the size and tbeeptial hazard
of the vehicles that should be taken into accounthe-gross
vehicle weight and things like that. I'm sure thalythere in a
formula someplace. | appreciate the minister loglan that. |
do want to emphasize safety. With the airport,tits potential
use — if nobody can land on the airfield, they'@ going to
get a lot of traffic. But there is the potentiakeus know from
the perspective of the people in Pelly Crossing @admacks
that safety issues are of paramount concern. ktkiz minis-
ter for looking into them and following up on that.
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Hon. Mr. Istchenko: I would add one more thing
about when | met with the community of Carmacks tatkied
about the Carmacks bypass.

When the department talked to the mining compaares
the small miners who are accessing and using tluasks, there
was a lot of discussion behind travelling times e-nighttime
travel, school times — all that stuff came into sioleration.
Our department — when it comes to safety, it's thast
importance for us also because we’re liable; itis bighway.
We do look at all that stuff when it comes to safdtjust
wanted to let the member know that it's not jus #mount of
traffic, but the weight of it, when they run, thmé they run,
and through the consultation process in the comtiesniyou
get a lot of that information.

Ms. Moorcroft: I'll begin by returning to some of the
questions that | had asked the minister yesteldayn wonder-
ing if there is any further information availabledawill be ask-
ing him some follow-up questions. | am referringtially to
the Highways and Public Worlgrategic plan, part B, annual
planning for 2011-12. | did make some referenceieims in
that document yesterday, in particular, relatinghe goal of
advancing strategic corporate initiatives througterdepart-
mental cooperation.

When | asked the minister about the objective ttdmnew
First Nation relations in a modern treaty environtmée indi-
cated that one of the activities the department evagged in
was the Yukon asset construction agreement. Anctinategy
in the department’s document indicates that thelyhei work-
ing to develop a plan to enable First Nation grotgsise the
Property Management division’s capital asset intion and
knowledge system to record their own asset datanamabage
capital projects.

I'd like to ask the minister if he’'s aware whetltleat strat-
egy has yet been implemented.

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: I'll first address the YAC
agreement, and that is the agreement under the tH&Awe
discussed yesterday. One of the initiatives thatseundertak-
ing in our department right now is having a Firsitin em-
ployee shadow one of our employees, learning aimy ubis

YAC agreement. So, when we sign onto a YAC agre¢men

like the agreement we had, for example, on theectional
facility, they can come out of these agreementh witme sort
of training when the project is finished.

So if we use these YAC agreements and a First Natio

employee can shadow or work with the contractoigdrecome
out with some better business skills, some manalgekills on
project management skills. These are sort of thitives that
we’re looking at. I'll just have to defer the sedaguestion.

It's where we can accept credit card payments. We i
crease on-line payments, improving access for aotdrs to
read bids and stuff. So this is some of the moWimg/ard that
we're proud to say is coming out of our departmentand
we’re working with the other departments.

Ms. Moorcroft: I'll thank the minister for that an-
swer, and I'd like to ask him again — based on strategy
written by the Department of Highways and Publicrigéo they
have indicated they would develop a plan to enklykt Nation
groups to use the capital asset information andviedge sys-
tem. In his response, the minister said that Higlsasnd Pub-
lic Works was working on one item, and CommunityvBms
is working on another. My question remains: Has thark on
the part of the department been completed to erfbde Na-
tion groups to use the capital asset informatioth lemowledge
system for their own purposes?

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: The answer to that one is that
it’s still in the development phase. So it's ndklisomething is
completed that they've been accessing yet.

Ms. Moorcroft: Does the minister have an idea of
when that might be completed? Do they have a tatgt for
completing it, so that the First Nation groups vebhk able to
record their own asset data and manage capitatqisojsing
this system?

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: For our property management
stuff, it's probably looking more like a year. Fitre Commu-
nity Services stuff, | think that's something yoautd bring up
when we debate Community Services. | don’t haveatimvers
for that one.

Ms. Moorcroft: | certainly intend to limit the debate
to Highways and Public Works today. | would likertove on
to the strategic objective to combat poverty arahmte social
inclusion. The minister didn't mention yesterdagttbne of the
strategies the department is working on to achtbee objec-
tive is to accommodate job placement requests tommu-
nity agencies, such as Challenge Community Vocatigiter-
natives, and also make workplace accommodationpdmons
with disabilities and train co-workers to suppdrede arrange-
ments.

| would like to ask the minister if he can report any
progress on accommodating job placement requestsihen
proceed to speak to the accommodations for pensidhsdis-
abilities.

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: We do still support the Chal-
lenge program, but the Public Service Commissioih aoime
to us with people with disabilities and see if wavé job
placement for them. We look at what we have — ifhage an
employee that — and you see this once in awhiléke-rhore

The answer to the second question: We have twortdepaoften that an old truck driver gets a bad back hadcannot

ments working on asset-management tools. Propegyaye-
ment is updating our systems and they should be aravin
place this summer. Community Services is workinghvihe
municipalities and the First Nations on asset mamemt.
Some of the new initiatives and stuff that I'm pddio say that
we're doing — one of the big ones is e-commercd, that's a
new systems update.

drive a truck any more, but he is still in the déypeent. That is
a disability, and we look to see if we could findother em-
ployment placement within the department or othepait-
ments for him.

Ms. Moorcroft: This department, like all Yukon gov-
ernment departments, has a responsibility to enthat the
government fulfills the representative public seeviplan —
previously known as employment equity; sometimes ak-
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ferred to as workplace diversity — as an elemertobiieving a
representative public service plan. One of the gyoathe gov-
ernment in achieving a representative public sercto in-
crease the numbers of persons with disabilitiesleyeg in the
public service and also to support return-to-wankl ghe duty-
to-accommodate employees with disabilities in tlogkplace.
Yesterday when we were discussing this, the miniatiicated
that when an employee was hired, then the governmeuld
look to making the necessary accommodation if émaployee
had a disability and required accommodation.

| would like the minister to indicate that he dadesfact
support the representative public service planggaat that his
department is working actively to make sure thatgalvern-
ment buildings are moving toward being able to autodate
persons with disabilities and not waiting until yheaust ac-
commodate someone who has already been hired.

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: Yes, we do support that —
Highways and Public Works does. Whether it is RuBkrvice
Commission that has a diversity employment offmeHealth
and Social Services with their funds for Challenge, take
placement from different departments that we doowrxoo-
date. Also, when we talked yesterday about ourdmgs —
we’re working on that. We're moving forward on &s time
and as money dictates. Some of the things we talkedt and
| talked about yesterday were the long-term leases con-
struction of new buildings, so when we do look ewrleases
and when we do look at new buildings we come tosthadard
that is required.

Ms. Moorcroft: Okay, I'd point out to the minister
that because of the regional nature of servicevelslj High-
ways and Public Works has a unique opportunity wiverk-
ing toward a representative workforce.

| would like to ask how it is measuring the repreaéve
nature of its workforce that is required under ¢baR2 of the
First Nations’ final agreements?

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: The Public Service Commission
takes the lead on that and we follow what the RuSkrvice
Commission comes out with. | can tell the membemfrex-
perience that in my riding we have a lot of Firstidn mem-
bers working in our department and I've seen itease. We
have a lot of good First Nation employees working there to
provide safety to the travelling public or sometloé other ac-
tivities that they do.

Ms. Moorcroft:
sources budget. In the Corporate Services brahehe tis over
$1 million for human resources. I'm wondering whesthhe
Department of Highways and Public Works still mains sta-
tistical data on the employment of people withindepartment.

Can the Department of Highways and Public Works-gen

erate a report that will indicate how many Firsttibia people
are working for the department in various groupthdgsow
many women are working? How many people with digas
are working in that specific department? Do thempie that
information?
Hon. Mr. Istchenko: The Public Service Commission

has a board right now doing a census, lookinglehaldiffer-
ent departments. They do that primarily.

Ms. Moorcroft: It is my understanding that the Public
Service Commission gets the data from the depatsnenthat
the departments, in having their own human ressustaff
within the departments, do know who is working fleem and
do record that data and provide it as requestetthéoPublic
Service Commission. Is that the case?

Hon. Ms. Taylor: Maybe I'll just intervene here be-
cause I'm not sure if the member opposite undedstahis to
the fullest degree. As the minister just pointed, dlere is a
workforce census underway as we speak, one thatthsen
taken for some time. That is being led by the RuBlervice
Commission.

When it comes to hiring practices, that is a mattet is
delegated to each of the respective departmemngsrform that
very duty when it comes to hiring. | hope that lsefmldress
some of the questions put forward by the membeosipp We
will certainly have a much better understanding eaftection
of our workforce. Also, to be very clear, whenadihtes to each
of our employees, it is voluntary as to what infatian is put
forward by each of the respective employees.

Ms. Moorcroft: I will pursue those questions further
in debate on the Public Service Commission. Yestgradve
spoke about the Yukon government’s procurementregnd
contracting procedures. Referring again to theieggia plan of
the Department of Highways and Public Works, itigates
that one of the strategies is to develop a plastamdardize
generic procurement specifications for 30 percdrProperty
Management division procurements in 2010-11 ang@e0ent
in 2011-12.

I'd like to ask whether the Department of Highwaarsd
Public Works has achieved this goal of 30 percen10-11
and 60 percent for 2011-12.

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: We don't have actual specific
numbers, but we have made progress and we’re wprkin
ward having standing offer agreements. That's waykiithin
the department and also working with some of thesiode-
partments.

Ms. Moorcroft: I'd like to turn to the minister’s re-
sponsibilities in relation to acquiring, developiaigd managing
real estate for government departments and agenkgeshe
minister indicated in his opening remarks todawt timcludes
schools, office spaces, even some residences.heaMinhister
of Highways and Public Works tell me whether allkén gov-

The department does have a human reernment owned and leased buildings have been itexpby a

certified oil burner mechanic within the past fooonths?

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: In our owned buildings, we fol-
low the rules and the regulations, and the builslimge in-
spected as dictated.

When it comes to our leased buildings, sometimes, d
pending on the agreement, it will be the landlordhe lessee.
So we do the ones that we are required to do.

Ms. Moorcroft: This is a matter of serious public
concern, and | am going to come back to the mineitel ask
him for more information.

Let's start with Yukon government schools. Has gver
school in the Yukon that has an oil burner in iebénspected
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by a certified oil burner mechanic within the pimir months?
Does the minister know?

Hon. Mr. Istchenko:
that | will get back to her with that answer.

Ms. Moorcroft:
events would indicate that it is a matter of publimcern and it
is a matter of essential building safety to enshiag oil burners
are inspected by licensed oil burner mechanics?

Hon. Mr. Istchenko:
that question. | have confidence in the staff,ight of what
happened this year. The department does not takesdnt of
thing lightly and | have total respect for my sttfét this is of
the utmost importance.

Ms. Moorcroft:
within the Department of Highways and Public Wovkso are
in fact assigned to inspect government buildingd #nlook
into the safety of oil-burning appliances. So che minister
explain his remark?

Hon. Mr. Istchenko:
mechanics who maintain all of our infrastructured ail our
buildings on a regular basis. I'm not the one wiedit; I'm
not a certified boiler inspector. But we have stafémbers
within Property Management who do it in the schcatsl all
our infrastructure, or we will contract some ofttbat also.

Ms. Moorcroft:
certified oil burner mechanics are employed witktve De-
partment of Highways and Public Works, and whaesdcite of
inspections do they maintain, not only for schobls, for other
Yukon government-owned buildings?

Hon. Mr. Istchenko:
member with that information.

Ms. Moorcroft:
confidence in the staff, so | would like to knowhmany staff
are employed and how regularly they do, in facspact oil-
burning appliances in buildings that are owned hy Yukon
government. Does the minister believe that theczilshbe that
same standard applied to the buildings that theo¥iujovern-
ment leases?

Hon. Mr. Istchenko:
and they have an inspection branch.

Ms. Moorcroft:
which laws he is referring to?

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: It's run out of Community Ser-
vices, and it depends on the type of unit you hBkenot sure,
but | can look and get back to the member on exadtlat the
law is called.

Ms. Moorcroft:
just want him to confirm that he said that his dapant has
employees who are certified oil burner mechanicktaat they
do inspect school buildings and Yukon governmenteav
buildings, but not necessarily leased buildingsthist correct
— my understanding of what he just said?

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: Yes, that is correct.

Ms. Moorcroft:
members of the public at large deserve the sammlatd of
safety as children in our schools or employees ingrin gov-
ernment buildings?

| can commit to the member

We have certified oil burner

The minister indicated that he had

Hon. Mr. Istchenko:
I missed that one, please.
Ms. Moorcroft: | can appreciate it must be difficult
for the minister to hear the question when the Guwent

Does the minister agree that recentHouse Leader is speaking to him while I'm askingugstion.

I'll be happy to repeat that.
| asked the minister whether he would agree treaptiblic
at large deserves the same standard of safetyeamitister

I think | have already answered ensures is applied to the safety of children in sehools, to

employees in government offices, or to employeemdi in
staff residences or other government-leased bugjidin

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: I’'m not going to comment on
the general public. | commented on the Highways Ratlic

I'm not aware that there are any staff Works end of it. | know at my own house | take gneade in

safety.
Ms. White: I'd like to move into the French Language

Services Directorate, if we could.
Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

Chair: Committee of the Whole will recess for five
minutes.

Recess

Chair: Order please. Committee of the Whole will

Could the minister advise how many now come to order. We will continue general delmtevote

55, Department of Highways and Public Works.

Ms. White:
thanks to the minister for making this possible. fitgt ques-
tion is why is the French Language Services Dirat&in the

Yes, | can. | will get back to the Highways and Public Works and not a more centrdlipea-

tion, or even in a department under the ministgpoesible?

Hon. Ms. Taylor: | thank the member. I, too, would
just like to welcome our director for the Frencmbaage Ser-
vices Directorate to the Assembly today and alseerek my
appreciation and thanks to each of the officialhinithe direc-
torate who do good work day in and day out on Hebfathe
Government of Yukon.

With respect to the question that was posed, | dvqelr-

| believe that is set by the law haps just step back. The actual directorate becamefficial

directorate in 2006, as | seem to recall. Prioth@&t time, the

Could the minister please referencedirectorate, which was a bureau, fell within thefages of the

Executive Council Office. As a result — and I'lireanly pay
much credit to the leadership of the previous nbémisesponsi-
ble — there was an attempt to raise awareness artdirdy
pay much importance to the work of the bureau anelévate
its status to an actual directorate. The directogdtthat time,

| appreciate the minister's answers. | because of the previous minister, who happenedstw fzold

the portfolio of Highways and Public Works as waH Com-
munity Services, as | seem to recall — it was destigd to that
ministry.

Certainly it's something that we recognize, thatagsult
of the change since the last election and alsagrézimg going
into years in perpetuity that we need to take as@dook at

Would the minister agree that the how we certainly look at the governance structdrthe direc-

torate. But make no question about it, we certaiailly con-
tinue to ensure that the good work of this particudntity re-
mains a directorate. I, as the responsible ministeran cer-

Can you ask the question again?

Thank you very much for being here and
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tainly be awkward at times, as we have just figtirethis re-
spect. | hope that provides a bit more clarity tlog member
opposite.

Ms. White:
and no longer a bureau. Has there been any coataterto
moving it to Executive Council Office, as a morentalized
location?

Hon. Ms. Taylor:
have with the Department of Highways and Public kgdras
worked well, and I'd like to thank the officialsrfthe Depart-
ment of Highways and Public Works for their ongogupport.
When it comes to support, it is both shared sesvigben it
comes to finance, as well as human resources. Aagge —
whether it is placing the directorate within theeEntive Coun-
cil Office or within another body — certainly thoaee some of
the things that we’ll be looking into as we go fard. We cer-
tainly would like to have a discussion with thenftaphone
community, as well, out of respect and as thoseudsons
have evolved and continue to evolve.

Ms. White:
the responsibilities of the French Language Sesvidgector-
ate? Can she explain how the goals that are reaafeetheas-
ured?

Hon. Ms. Taylor:
French Language Services Directorate is to sugpertyukon
governments and corporations, supporting theirirements of

the Languages Acby providing ongoing support on the strate-

gic planning and delivery of services in Frenclotlyh negoti-
ating, managing funding provided by the Governn@nCan-
ada, as well as providing translation, revisiorg &nench web
coordination services.

Primary responsibilities within the directoratelimde act-
ing as the main liaison between the French speatamgmu-
nity and the Government of Yukon; also, as | rafeesl ear-
lier, negotiating and managing funding agreemerith the
Government of Canada on the development, enhan¢eandn
implementation of French language services. We tognof
course, and we report progress on our Yukon govenhs
implementation of services, and we also, of coumsport not
only to Government of Yukon through the work of tdhepart-
ments and agencies, but we also report progretbe tgukon’s
French speaking community and to the Governmefaofada,
as there is a direct funding relationship betwe®n Govern-
ment of Canada and the Yukon government.

| should add that many of these accomplishmentsctre
ally reflected in the annual report of the Frenetmjuages Ser-
vices Directorate. | will not go into great detdil.certainly
could, but I'll leave that to the members opposdereview.
The directorate also provides centralized trarmhatrevision
services of all written materials, such as brocbuesls, press
releases, web content. It provides the centralzeshch web
coordination services among our departments angbcations.
We also provide ongoing support to the respectagadments
and agencies on questions they may have — of coassést-
ing each of our departments and corporations inrtey for
and delivering French language services.

The arrangement that we currently

Can the minister opposite please outline

A great deal of work goes on within the directora#tgain,

its primary vision is to see that French-speakiitigens have
access to government information and services @mdhr, thus
I, too, appreciate that it is a directoratebeing able to participate more fully on both theremmic and
social fabric of the territory.

Ms. White: Thank you for the answers, and | look

forward to asking more questions.

Madam Chair, | move that we report progress.
Chair: It has been moved by Ms. White that the Chair

report progress.

Motion agreed to

Hon. Mr. Cathers: I move that the Speaker do now

resume the Chair.

Chair: It has been moved by the Government House

Leader that the Speaker do now resume the Chair.

Motion agreed to
Speaker resumes the Chair

Speaker: | will now call the House to order.
May the House have a report from the Chair of Cottemi

of the Whole?

Madam Chair, the mandate of the .
Chair’s report

Ms. McLeod: Mr. Speaker, Committee of the Whole

has considered Bill No. &irst Appropriation Act, 2012-1,3
and directed me to report progress.

Speaker:  You have heard the report from the Chair of

Committee of the Whole. Are you agreed?

Some Hon. Members:
Speaker:

Agreed.
| declare the report carried.

Hon. Mr. Cathers: Mr. Speaker, | move that the

House do now adjourn.

Speaker: It has been moved by the Government House

Leader that the House do now adjourn.

Motion agreed to

Speaker:  This House stands adjourned until 1:00 p.m.

tomorrow.

The House adjourned at 5:26 p.m.



