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Yukon Legislative Assembly
Whitehorse, Yukon
Wednesday, April 18, 2012— 1:00 p.m.

Speaker: I will now call the House to order. We will
proceed at this time with prayers.

Prayers

DAILY ROUTINE

Speaker:  We will proceed at this time with the Order
Paper.
Tributes.

TRIBUTES
In recognition of the Special Olympics

Hon. Ms. Taylor:
number of my government colleagues and | attenldedhnual
Special Olympics gala dinner and fundraiser. Whatould
coin as an incredibly successful evening turnedtouie even
more special when it was announced that Yukon’s Special
Olympics athlete, Michael Sumner, will be competingxt
year as a member of Canada’s training squad at2€ie3
Special Olympics World Winter Games to be held
PyeongChang, Korea from January 29 to Februar@$3.2

A talented figure skater, Michael Sumner earnedspist
on Canada’s team, thanks to his gold medal perfocamat the
Special Olympics Canada Winter Games in St. Alb&iiierta
earlier this year. Competing in the men’s freestglating
event, Michael gave a great performance, which weer the
crowd and the judges, on his way to his well-desérgold
medal. As Yukon’s sole athlete on the team, Micha#lbe in
good company as Canada has traditionally fieldeelrg strong
Special Olympics team at the World Games. A studert.H.

in

proud supporter of and contributor to Special Oligagprukon,
which, among other organizations, continues to ptenactive
living through an excellent and inclusive sport amdreation
system. Participation in sports and recreationviiigs through
organizations like Special Olympics Yukon encousage
personal achievement, teamwork, fair play and mutespect
— qualities that help us be better people and tislfive, work
and play together better.

Organized sport develops our social networks, coisne
our communities and promotes vibrant, healthy arsiaénable
communities.

Like all Yukoners, | take great pride in the
accomplishments of our remarkable and successhiktat
such as Michael Sumner. Their hard work, perseweremd
willingness to challenge themselves is an insgirafor us all.

It is young people like Michael who remind us of avhs

Mr. Speaker, on Saturday evening apossible, and through their example, they inspa¢oustrive to

be better.

Mr. Speaker, | speak for all of us — that is allrivteers of
the Legislative Assembly — when we wish Michael $em
every success in the future. He will represent Yulell —
and Canada at that — and we all will be behind &imry step
of the way as he laces up in PyeongChang next year.

INTRODUCTION OF VISITORS

Hon. Ms. Taylor: In the gallery here today are a
number of guests in support of Michael Sumner aethbers
of Special Olympics Yukon, and | would just like point out
some of them — and there are a few. First, Micl&aehner;
Michael's mom Deb Sumner; his grandma Elaine Sumner
Serge Michaud, executive director for Special Oligap
Yukon; Jim Tucker, president of Special Olympicsky¥mn;
Amber Church, program director for Special Olympacs! also
— | should add — Chef de Mission for Team Yukon 201

Collins Secondary School here in Whitehorse, MithagMichelle Gorczyca, who could not be here today. &he here

balances achieving his best in school with excgllin his
sport. He trains in Whitehorse with figure skatimgach
Michelle Gorczyca, who has contributed so much & h
development as an athlete.

Like all high-achieving athletes, Michael’'s natutalent,
dedication to his sport and his hard work are keysis success
in figure skating. This May Michael will travel tdoronto
where he will join his Team Canada teammates amgghbe
work with national team coaches to prepare for Werld
Games.

Over the months leading to January 2013, Michablbei
training super hard to get ready for these majterirational
games. | am sure that the adventure of travellingdrea and
skating with the best of the best in the world Wil inspiration
enough for this wonderful young man.

At this time | would like to acknowledge the greairk of
Special Olympics Yukon and all coaches, the orgasizthe
volunteers and the supporters who help, day indaydout, to
provide superb opportunities for our Yukon athletesin a
very supportive environment, | might add.

Today Special Olympics Yukon boasts more than 90

athletes across the territory. The Government okoviuis a

earlier. We were just having a discussion with lhefore, but |
did want to recognize her. She is Michael’s trainaoach for
the 2013 World Games and also Special Olympics ¥Yiigko
figure skating head coach.

Also with us in the gallery here today is Owen Mamyr
Team Yukon 2012 and Christopher Lee, also Team Muko
two superb athletes and Olympians in their owntrigmank
you for being here. Also with us is Karen Geigehaiiiks for
being here with us. Congratulations again, Michael.

Applause

In recognition of Volunteer Week and Education Week

Mr. Tredger: This is Volunteer Week and Education
Week, so it's particularly fortuitous that | rise pay tribute to
school councils, boards and committees on behatfieentire
Legislative Assembly.

School councils, boards and committees are dempanac
action and play a vital role in Yukon education.eyhare
elected for two years and, in the case of boaldegtyears, by
people living in the school’s attendance area aadyrare par-
ents of students in the area.

The Education Actprovides for guaranteed representation
on councils for First Nation members, where the ytaion
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warrants. These members are instrumental in addingtal
cultural element to discussions and decisions.

The dedicated volunteers influence each schools pr
gramming and activities. They review and approveost
plans, take part in the hiring of the school’s pijral and make
recommendations on how the school's budget is speray
determine the length of the school year and takeipaesolv-
ing questions about staffing needs, renovations stdent
transportation.

| can speak first-hand about the value of the sichoon-
cil. Their insight, support and direction are @i to a school’s
development. They put in long hours and work chpseith
teachers and parents. They are integral to thelibgilof com-
munity schools.

TABLING RETURNS AND DOCUMENTS

Ms. Stick: | rise to table the following two docu-
ments:Calgary’s 10 Year Plan to End Homelessness put
out by the Calgary Homeless Foundation, &Hldn to End
Youth Homelessness in Calgadune 2011, Calgary Home-
lessness Foundation.

Speaker:  Are there any reports of committees?
Are there any petitions for presentation?

Are there any bills to be introduced?

Are there any notices of motion?

NOTICES OF MOTION
Mr. Tredger: | rise to give notice of the following

The one school board in the Yukon is the francophonmotion:

school board, which is the administrative head tfeg one
French first language school, I'Ecole Emilie Trempbl The
trustees are elected for three years. School bdeds a direct
responsibility for the whole operation of their sols. | would
like to commend the francophone community for tgkion
these additional responsibilities.

School councils, boards and committees work not onl

with their own schools, but also with the DepartingfinEduca-
tion. School councils and boards provide reflectafntheir

communities. They are the voice of parents andrsthrethe

community to provide a source of information angsurt.

They are a critical communication link. This wotksth ways.

The impact that school councils, boards and coressthas on
departmental policies and actions is recognized, the gov-
ernment has provided a senior official, a schoolnod liaison,

who supports them.

THAT the Standing Committee on Rules, Elections and
Privileges, also known as SCREP, convene a meeitiing to
the end of the 2012 spring legislative sitting tloe purpose of
bringing forward recommendations on the use of tedac
devices and the permission of e-petitions, in otdenodernize
the practices of the Legislative Assembly.

Ms. White:
tion:

THAT this House urges the government to act opriésn-
ise made during the 2011 election to pass legisiath manage
ATVs in the Yukon wilderness by:

(1) forming a technical committee, comprised of gow
ment employees and interest groups, to draft latiisi gov-
erning the use of off-road vehicles; and

(2) immediately undertaking an educational campaign

| rise to give notice of the following mo-

Members of school councils, boards and committees awhich focuses on both environmental stewardshipeofsitive

meeting in Whitehorse for their annual spring coerfee this
weekend. | wish them well in their deliberationdd aandeav-
ours.

| would like to take this opportunity to thank #ilose peo-
ple serving on school councils, school boards amda& com-
mittees, and recognize their commitment to edunatiothe
territory. Without them, our schools would not be \@brant
and productive for Yukon students. They are makingjffer-
ence.

Speaker:  Introduction of visitors.

INTRODUCTION OF VISITORS

Hon. Mr. Kent: It is my pleasure today to introduce
Mr. Mark Rodgers, senior vice-president of HabiteatHuman-
ity Canada, visiting us from Toronto. No stranger this
House, Arthur Mitchell is here in his capacity aslunteer
president of Habitat for Humanity Yukon. Both gentlen par-
ticipated in an announcement that the Minister ofn@unity
Services and | made this morning about how we Ipageided
land in the various phases of Whistle Bend to tinganization.

Applause

Speaker:
bling?

alpine and wetland areas, and on the safe, redperend re-
spectful operation of off-road vehicles by all ssén the
Yukon.

Mr. Barr: | give notice of the following motion:

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon te de
velop and implement a homeowner protection actiticitides
mandatory licensing for home builders and contractmnd an
effective warranty program for new home constructand
home renovations.

Mr. Silver:
tion:

THAT this House urges the Minister of Educationmork
with the Minister of Health and Social Servicesfsmilitate
sharing names of incoming kindergarten-age childceawn
from community health records, with Dawson City deéingar-
ten teachers, in order that they may better engéitpeand pre-
pare those families for entering the school system.

| rise to give notice of the following mo-

Speaker:  Are there any statements by ministers?
This then brings us to Question Period.

Are there any returns or documents for ta-
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QUESTION PERIOD
Question re:

Ms. Hanson:
Minister of Energy, Mines and Resources to confihat the
Yukon Party government will guarantee that the joubill be

Peel watershed land use plan

consulted on the final recommendedel Watershed Regional
Land Use Plapas submitted to the Yukon government and

First Nation governments by the commission. Theisten's
response rebuffed that notion.

Let us be clear about the facts as they pertath@édand
use planning process set out in chapter 11 of trst Ration
final agreements — 11.6.3.2 of the final agreemem&es it
clear that government modification, amendment facton of
the final recommended plan occur after public ctiaian, not
before. Will the minister finally stand in this Heel and tell
Yukoners when consultation on the recommended plame-
quired by the final agreements, will begin?

Hon. Mr. Cathers: Part of the problem — I'm wait-
ing for a microphone here. The light is not on.

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

Hon. Mr. Cathers:
is burnt-out in the light.

Mr. Speaker, since | understand that indeed my amicr

phone is on, what | would point out to the Leadethe NDP is
that, in fact, | have answered that question before

If the member would review the Blues, the membeuldo
see that we have an obligation to work with theigelmison
committee before determining the consultation tinesl. Once
that work has taken place, we will be in a positio@nnounce
timelines for final consultation.

Ms. Hanson:
ing the question today. The First Nation final agnents are
clear. The Peel Watershed Planning Commission Wwasyed
with submitting a final plan — it has. The partiesd that in-
cludes both First Nation and Yukon governments, tarelo
public consultation on that plan — not some modifiwatered
down, or amended version of it, but the final reozended
plan, as submitted. The final recommended plansuasitted
to the parties on July 24, 2011.

Mr. Speaker, my question to the minister: When ik
minister stop telling Yukoners that it is the YukBarty's uni-
laterally imposed plan that will be consulted upshen the
reality is that, according to the final agreemettig, only plan
to be consulted on at this time is the final recaended Peel
land use plan, as submitted by the commission?

Hon. Mr. Cathers:
bate with the Leader of the NDP is, in fact, tled tleader con-
sistently brings forward assertions to the floortlos House
that are not factual, and in some cases, even adiotrwhat
that member or some of her colleagues have saftleirpast.
Again, | would remind the member that her own clee, the
Member for Copperbelt South, stood here last falthe As-
sembly and acknowledged that at this stage in tbegss, gov-
ernment has the ability to accept the plan, refeetplan, or
modify the plan.

As | have indicated repeatedly to the members ®NDP,
the government has indicated we believe that the phould

Mr. Speaker, on April 16, | asked the

You can hear me? | guess the bulb

Yes, Mr. Speaker. That is why | am rais-

be modified. We will be engaging in consultation¢luding

different scenarios and options of how we think gl can be
improved upon. We will also, at all times, continieeremain

consistent with our obligations under the finalesgnents with
the First Nations. But as | have stated a numbé&nws before
in this House, at this stage in the process, gowem has an
obligation, if it believes improvements can be madendicate
on what basis it thinks potential improvements doo¢ made
and to present those options to the public. Thatactly what
we’re going to do.

Ms. Hanson: We've heard this before. The minister
said, on April 16, that the Yukon Party governmbat pro-
vided direction six years ago on how they wantesl glan to
look. Well, Mr. Speaker, the minister was not aetely re-
flecting the facts.

Yukon government had many opportunities over therge
to provide substantive input into the plan. The lgukecord
shows that any proposed modifications suggesteatidy ukon
Party government were so vague as to be unhelpfuhe
commission despite its request for more clarity dathil. The
final agreements speak for themselves. The Yukaty Rmv-
ernment has no right to try to persuade First Matiovern-
ments or Yukoners otherwise.

The question is simple. When will the Yukon Parovg
ernment honour the First Nation final agreemergspect the
law and bring the final recommended Peel land uag, pot
his modified version, to public consultation?

Hon. Mr. Cathers: Again, what | would point out to
the member is that even her own colleague stodkisnHouse
last fall and acknowledged the fact that at thigstin the
process, government has the ability to accept the, peject
the plan or modify the plan — or the parties, lidbdcsay, have
those rights — the Yukon government for Crown laadd
First Nations for the land that is theirs withirattarea. Again,
as we've indicated, we have provided some suggestimd
will provide further options around possible mocifiions. But
we will continue to follow the process outlinedtire First Na-
tion final agreements and continue to meet ourgatiibns,
including not making final decisions until that pess is con-
cluded.

One of the suggestions that we have outlined is We
think the proposed plan should perhaps be modifiethake it
more like the Yukon’s only existing regional lanseuplan, the
North Yukon Regional Land Use PJawhich manages envi-
ronmental footprints from all users in a fair, égble and evi-
dence-based manner. That plan was jointly apprdwedhe

The problem in engaging in de- Vuntut Gwitchin First Nation government and the 6okgov-

ernment in 2009.

Again, in the final stages of the planning procasd dur-
ing consultations, we will continue to follow outleetion
commitment to seek a final plan for the Peel thatgrts the
environment and respects all sectors of the econdtteywill
also follow our obligation not to reach final deociss until the
process is concluded and we have fulfilled ourgailons un-
der chapter 11.
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Question re:  Off-road vehicle use

Ms. White:
Yukon found that a majority of Yukoners want propean-
agement of ATVs in the Yukon wilderness. The ye@0d2 saw
the establishment of the Select Committee on tHe Spera-
tion and Use of Off-road Vehicles, which tabled rigport in
the spring of 2011. As we have been told here kefois up to
the government to accept or reject any or all efghlect com-
mittee’s recommendations. During the election Ik all
candidates supported passing legislation to maadgerrain
vehicles in Yukon’s wilderness, if elected — andeheve are
elected. Concerned Yukoners are right to hold usutoprom-
ises. The government has said, yes, it wants thidavork and
yet with the ATV season fast approaching we hawadeoth-
ing.

Can the government confirm it supports the repbithe
select committee in its entirety and tell Yukonetsen it plans
to act on the recommendations?

Hon. Mr. Dixon:
important in the election and is important in Yuktoday.
Many Yukoners have a stake and an interest in Heargbv-
ernment proceeds with this issue.

Earlier this week, | wrote a letter to the YukonrServa-
tion Society, as well as a number of other NGO psatlnat had
concerns. We have indicated to them that we wilfFdrening
an interdepartmental working group to assess goventis
existing legislation and regulations and deternfioe best to
address the recommendations made by the all-panyrnittee
on off-road vehicle use that the member referenced.

Ms. White:
the government commit to a timeline for draftingstlegisla-
tion governing off-road vehicle use?

Hon. Mr. Dixon:
ing forward to address the recommendations of thpaaty
committee on off-road vehicle use. The issues hizae been
raised by that committee relate to both the envirent and the
effects of ATVs on the environment, as well as tyafad re-
sponsible riding of off-road vehicles.

In terms of assessing our options, as | said, wee ha

formed an interdepartmental working group to assessop-
tions and review our existing legislation and regjohs to de-
termine how best to proceed and how best to addhessec-
ommendations of the all-party committee.

Ms. White:
Legislation takes time and we know this. MeanwHite, ATV
season approaches us as the snow line creeps optheains.
Private ATV use is one thing, but work-related o$eff-road
vehicles is another thing. With increased explorgtimany
employees new to the Yukon may not be aware of ¥iaksg
long-held concerns about the impact of ATV usehar $ensi-
tivity of our environment. There is already accuatatl dam-
age to fragile areas and disturbance to wildlifewNrails are
being cut with no planning or oversight. The hasweéry long
lasting.

Will the government immediately start an educationa

campaign targeting both recreational and work-eelafTV
use that includes two focuses — the environmetgatardship

| thank the minister for his answer. Wil

Of course we are interested in mov-

| was looking actually, for a timeline.

of alpine and wetland areas, and the safe, redgenand re-

As long ago as 1981, surveys done inspectful operation of off-road vehicles by all ssén the

Yukon?

Hon. Mr. Dixon: Thanks to the member opposite for
the question. Of course, as | said, we are lookinggview our
own existing legislation and regulations before determine
whether or not to proceed with or how to proceethwither
new legislation, or amending legislation, or chaggregula-
tions. We want to make sure of a fulsome undergtgndf
what we have currently. We know that in certainaareve are
interested in restricting the growth of trails dirditing ORV
use, particularly in sensitive alpine areas that tiember op-
posite referenced. As well, we are interested okilog at our
regulations and legislation regarding the safearskresponsi-
ble riding of ORVs.

In terms of an educational campaign, | can saywaare
certainly interested in moving forward with an ealicnal
campaign that addresses all those issues.

Indeed, this was an issue that was

Question re:  Education teleconferencing
Mr. Silver: Our small rural high schools have the op-

portunity to share resources through district teaghusing
teleconferencing. For example, any given school natyhave
the staff and/or expertise to offer all three stieaf mathemat-
ics, but by combining classes through teleconfengnceach
stream could be offered in every school. As a radalcator, |
often advocated for district teaching in this wkgr example,
Watson Lake could be the community responsible doe
pathway in mathematics; Dawson City could be resjtba for

| another one, and we could communicate via thisnaloigy.

Teleconferencing is an excellent resource thatttragotential
of being equivalent to one full-time position ineey commu-
nity. Unfortunately, the reality is that the resmes actually
often lie dormant. The minister spoke of the impode of this
technology and some of its successes, and | comtisndie-
partment for this progress. Could he expand on?tkssthis
expensive technology, in his opinion, being maxadiz

Hon. Mr. Kent: | thank the member for the question.
When | spoke yesterday during debate on the Depattrof
Education, | outlined as part of our rural stratéggt one of the
five pillars is programming, along with locally deeped cur-
riculum in the communities, distributed learningydause of
technology. | think there are always more thingst tive can
do. | spoke specifically to two students from Watéake who
have joined a Physics 12 class via videoconfertretds being
offered out of F.H. Collins. So | think, althoudtete are some
examples of that technology working right now, thare more
things we can do to use technologies such as #tepHot pro-
jects that are taking place at four Yukon schoald ather uses
of technology, particularly with respect to delivey different
classes through videoconferencing.

Mr. Silver: | appreciate the answer from the minister.
The Yukon high school curriculum includes three gilde
math pathways, but the rural high schools usuadyehonly
one math specialist. In my career as the high dchwdh
teacher at Robert Service School, we rarely offaikdhree
pathways. Since we didn’t have the staff numbeescauldn’t
actually compete with the variety of courses thatatfered in
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the urban high schools. As a result, we lost sttgdemWhite-
horse schools. If teleconferencing could provideenmurses,
students would have the same opportunities as Wirite high
schools and could stay in their home communities.

Will the minister commit funding to curriculum ddgp-
ment and programming so that students can get tbatespt
benefit from this technology?

Hon. Mr. Kent: As | mentioned in my previous an-
swer, that is part of the rural strategy and thekwbat’'s being
done there and recommendations that came out afiference
that was held last year. One of the pillars, agaimrogram-
ming. | will wait to hear from the working group éieake their
recommendations into account when we talk aboutbttéer
ways to deliver programs such as the three stredmsth that
the member talks about.

Mr. Silver: I look forward to this working group’s re-
sults.

Currently, it is difficult to share resources thgbutelecon-
ferencing, because school calendars vary so muthebe
districts. Dawson starts three weeks before theouatbay
weekend. | believe Old Crow and Pelly are the thirkk in
August and Whitehorse schools usually start aftdrdur Day.
This means that a student in Dawson would havedib three
weeks before his or her classes start if the tefiecence
teacher were in Whitehorse. On top of that, allakseother
than national or territorial holidays, may be diéfiet from
school district to school district. Scheduled diéigces are a
main obstacle for teleconferencing. Is the ministeare of any
departmental plans for coordination among ruralostsh in
teleconferencing? If not, will he consider takihg tead on this
coordination?

Hon. Mr. Kent:
for the question. When it comes to the school ddes) | have
asked department officials, of course, to work wtfith schools

I've asked the department officials to work witle thchool
councils, as they are the ones that set the satadehdar, to
coordinate those calendars throughout the Yukonhab we
can — even to the point where we are talking alsootrdinat-
ing the bell system throughout the Yukon — delitBose
classes that are offered at F.H. Collins to Rol&egtvice
School. | know that there are going to be somelehgés in
coming up with a common calendar, as the member &aich
community, | think, is on a different calendar tighow.
Whitehorse is coordinated, but when it comes tavedehg
those types of classes and programs, | have tdietead. |
have instructed the department staff to begin treversations
with school councils so that hopefully, and perhapsarly as
this upcoming school year, we will have a coordidatalendar
among all Yukon schools.

Question re:  Tax credit, children’s arts and cultu ral
activities

Ms. Moorcroft:
days, given the fast approaching April & filing deadline.
This afternoon this House will be debating whetiveestablish
a Yukon tax credit for parents or guardians ofdreih involved
in music, arts or tutoring. Assuming this changerong the

federal tax credit, our research department hasdfdhat the

Taxes are on Yukoners’ minds these

tax credit is worth about $35. $35 won't pay formagiano
lessons or art camps, and it is applied equallyetivdr you
earn $110,000 a year or $21,800 a year — the itotame for
someone working 40 hours a week at the new mininuage
of $10.30 an hour.

Will the government support an amendment to the tax
credit motion up for debate this afternoon thanigzre targeted
at directly helping the working poor to access fifat cultural
programming?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: The motion we're about to debate
talks about mirroring an existing tax credit thatwors with the
federal government. The lowest tax rate with thdefal gov-
ernment is approximately 15 percent, so by combirtine
Yukon tax credit, as well, we’'ll increase that testj slightly
over 22 percent. So, combined, on a $500 creddpleewill
see a reinvestment of approximately $110.

Ms. Moorcroft: The Official Opposition is not op-
posed to tax credits, per se. After all, the NDBuight in the
small business tax credit and we supported thegieme tax
credit motion. We do think that government hasrgdarole to
play in society, and as it collects taxes and ithistes this
common wealth, it has many tools in its fiscal kits| other
than tax credits, to move toward certain policylgo@ake, for
example, the kids’ recreation fund that was esthblil by an
NDP government in 1999 to provide direct fundingupf to
$400 per child for families earning less than $88,a year for
recreational and cultural activities.

The fund approach is far more accessible to lovorime
Yukoners than a tax credit that shows up long afterills are
paid.

Mr. Speaker, | am looking for two commitments froinis

Again, | thank the member opposite government: Will this government support expandimng kids

recreation fund? And will they, through their commaations
budget, ensure that parents are aware of the fnddvaat ac-
tivities are eligible?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: The Yukon government currently
has expenditure programs that assist low-incomeoXets in
accessing arts, sports and recreation, and certhialkids rec-
reational fund is one of those programs. That fsiral, Mr.
Speaker, which this government has dramaticallyeased
through its history, in terms of being able to suppnd to
target those underprivileged kids, giving them maxreess.

Ms. Moorcroft: The kids recreation fund, according
to the information on the website, is $200,000 y&ar and has
not increased in a while. According to a recentikmics poll,
commissioned by the Broadbent Institute, the vaajprity of
Canadians are concerned about the growing gap betweh
and poor. They are willing to pay higher taxesightf it, and
they want to see government taking the lead oneasdirg it. A
strong majority believe that the growing gap betweeh and
poor undermines Canadian values.

Mr. Speaker, we know that children living beneatitlose
to the poverty line miss out when it comes to rattomal and
cultural activities. As it goes forward with itscal inclusion
strategy, will this government commit to reviewitige use of
fiscal measures like tax credits, direct funding application-
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driven funding to address the growing gap between and
poor in the Yukon?

Hon. Ms. Taylor:
out for the member opposite that over $10 millisrbéing in-
vested in support of recreation infrastructure prajramming
available to all Yukon families. That is containiedhis year’'s
budget that we are currently debating on the flfathe Legis-
lature.

Make no doubt about it, this government continwesup-
port active living through infrastructure and pragrming, as |
just mentioned. We continue to provide many agésifor free
or at a reasonable cost. We provide financial &ssig through
the kids recreation fund, which this governmentéased sub-
stantially a number of years ago. It is availalolechildren and
youth living in low-income situations.

We continue to provide assistance through a varodty
funds, such as the health investment fund, the aomitgnde-
velopment fund, Lotteries Yukon and so forth.

We provide annual funding to sports governing bedige
just spoke about Special Olympics Yukon for examplespe-
cial recreation groups, through high-performancéleses,
coaches and officials. Again, this government daé® very
seriously the investment in families — and childespecially
— as well as after-school programming through thepdpt-
ment of Education. We will look anew to certainlghance
funding.

Question re:

Ms. Stick:
gone away. A rental market is considered criticabwthere is
below three percent available rental units. The ofuBureau
of Statistics reports that we are at 1.3 percetl,@10 apart-
ments surveyed, 13 were vacant in March — 13.dtsafe bet
they weren'’t vacant for long, even with an averaage of $800
or $900, which is the highest it has ever been. tWihis gov-
ernment doing about this summer’s immediate, alitracancy
rate?

Hon. Mr. Kent:
nize that there are challenges with housing alh@lthe hous-
ing continuum. That's why previous Yukon Party gaweents
increased the social housing stock by some 40 perocevest-
ing significant dollars — close to $100 million awthe previ-
ous eight years, or the first two mandates of tlion Party
government. There is, of course, initiatives that anderway
such as the one initiated by the Minister of Eneigines and
Resources for Lot 262.

We see the private sector stepping up. The Minisfer
Community Services and | were up in the Ingram sagidn.
There is a big hub of activity of multi-family rekntial units
up there. | think one only has to look through ltteal newspa-
pers to recognize that the private sector is atsnggto play a
big part in helping us solve our housing issuese har the
Yukon.

Ms. Stick:
the housing crisis. We have an economy that hasteesin a
lack of rental accommodations and high prices dodl Devel-
opers are building condominiums and homes that kakigh
rate of return and are expensive. We are seeing mamver-

Affordable housing

The housing crisis in the territory has not

sions of rental units to condominiums. The resuttsreasing
prices for housing, high rental costs, low rentatancies and

Mr. Speaker, | would like to point demolition of rental units to make room for condomins.

Meanwhile, Yukon Housing’'s Alexander Street aparitae
stand empty since last summer. The Salvation Arary still
only house 16 individuals on their emergency mhtsjs or
chairs. What plans does this government have fagrgamcy
and affordable housing for this summer?

Hon. Mr. Kent: Although the Minister of Health and
Social Services is the lead on the Salvation Ariteydnd the
Alexander Street file, | have worked with him clysen the
Alexander Street Residence. There was a chandeitype of
clients that are going to be using that facilityhieh precipi-
tated a change in the overall staffing model arddbst of the
renovations that we have to do. So we’ve very naarhmitted
to proceeding and following through on that prontsensure
that Alexander Street is available. Again, the Yularty gov-
ernment has worked on a humber of initiativesdlmiention in
my previous answer that there is a 40-percent as&rén the
social housing stock in the territory, and sigrafic upgrades to
existing housing stock. Again, as we look all alding housing
continuum, from the emergency shelters to the sdeasing
to the private rental market to home ownership,revaeeing
real expenditures and real dollars identified iis thudget —
$35 million for land development so that we canlgatl in the
hands of Yukoners.

Of course, this morning the Minister of CommunitgrS
vices and |, in partnership with Habitat for Huntgnian-
nounced land commitments to that organization thihout the
development of Whistle Bend. A number of initiagvare un-
derway and a number of initiatives are planned.

Ms. Stick: We have heard about what the Yukon gov-
ernment has done in the past, but | am talking athosi sum-
mer and the need now. There are people who arabietto
afford a place to rent. There are homeless people do now
have places to live. We know about Lot 262; thabridy a
guarantee of 30 rental units. There is $13 milbdraffordable

We on this side of the House reCo9- federal money that is still unspent. This lack afear, Yukon-

wide housing strategy that sets goals, builds pestips and
measures outcomes needs to address these housdg. ne
Those documents | tabled today speak to those lifigso-
grams.

What is the plan for housing, for affordable restdbr the
homeless and for workers coming to the Yukon thiemer?

Hon. Mr. Kent: The member may not want to hear
about the significant investments and accomplishgeh the
Yukon Party government over the first two mandatag, |
think those investments are paying dividends rigbiv. We
have 19 units of affordable housing in Dawson Gitie have a
48-unit seniors complex on College Drive locatedYakon
College.

Those were significant investments made with Casada
economic action plan money and housing strategyemowe

We are experiencing the perfect storm ir'have identified funding in this budget for an exgian of

Kaushee’s Place that will occur in this fiscal yedfe have
identified money for lot development. We are loaket work-
ing and engaging with the private sector, and wagkuith the
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City of Whitehorse, First Nations and other munatities
throughout the Yukon to solve the housing probléonsrukon

residents. That is why we continue to be thankéul the in-
vestments made by previous Yukon Party governmentthat
we do have that 40-percent increase in housingwilecon-

tinue to make strategic investments and work whih private
sector to solve the housing issues that affect Yiakoall along
the continuum.

Question re: English as a learned language program
Mr. Tredger: Last fall, | asked the Minister of Edu-

cation questions on the status of programs fombyar who
speak English as a learned language — ELL studdrits.
number of ELL students continues to increase. Thesmg
students and their families are having a positimpdct on our
community, in our schools and in our classrooms,dva also
presenting many challenges. Support for these remilis es-
sential if they are to succeed in their new courtng if the
student will be integrated into the school systEntra staffing
may be needed, but certainly support and traimnglassroom
teachers and support staff is essential.

What specific measures has the minister taken &t the
needs of ELL students and their teachers in theyraelnools in
our school systems that are housing them?

Hon. Mr. Kent: | don’t have updated numbers differ-
ent from those that | was able to give to the membeur last
sitting before Christmas, but just to say againgfalovember
17, 2011, there were 157 ELL students at schootzuthout
the Yukon, mostly here in Whitehorse. Since thevipres sit-
ting prior to Christmas, we have established a wgrigroup
that will look at all aspects of planning for HRdaprogram-
ming support in our schools. | would expect thatptigh the
staffing allocation process, that the English laaggi learners
— particularly from the Catholic schools where weefeeling
the most pressure from our new immigrants — will duk
dressed for this upcoming school year.

Mr. Tredger:
had the opportunity to review many of his respoilitids, ELL
among them. This is a time of year that planningose for the
new school year beginning next fall. Setting meghihper-
formance indicators and monitoring student perforceaare
key ways for the department to assess the effewsgeof cur-
rent initiatives, programs and services. Plannimgtlie future
begins with an evaluation of programs and a thdndogk at
what has transpired.

Has the minister or will the minister, through bimsmmit-
tee, evaluate the ELL programs across the schaesyand
make it available publicly?

Hon. Mr. Kent: As | mentioned in my previous an-
swer, there has been a working group establishddnnary of
this year to look at all aspects of planning fomaun resources
and programming support in the schools. One exawiplhat
we're doing in the department to assist new aduhigrants
— Advanced Education has entered into a contrath trie
multicultural centre to provide free language atgs#dvanced
Education also works to inform the Public Schootanieh
when new English language-learning students magrtieing
into the system and the Public Schools branch ks indi-

Since the fall sitting, the minister has

vidually with the school and student to ensure daath learner
receives adequate supports.

| think that we have to continue to work and | dodi's-
agree that we also have to set meaningful perfocaaneas-
ures, and that's what | expect all of these conam#tto do.
They're evaluated based on their terms of reference

Mr. Tredger: | realize that the program is developing,
but ongoing evaluation must be done in order tlagisgn ser-
vice may be identified and we can work toward cmndius
progress. We need to know what is working and whate
needs to be done. Policy must be developed fromitiforma-
tion that is inclusive and responsive to the comitguinvolved
— in this case, the community of ELL students dralrtschool
communities, teachers and staff.

I would ask what criteria and data the ministrysng to
base programming on? What policies and programsgaats
has the minister set for ELL programs in Yukon sg&dor
this fall?

Hon. Mr. Kent: As | mentioned in the previous an-
swer, the working group was established in Jan2éad? to
deal with the comprehensive human resources revidve
staffing allocation committee has been working wsejl, and |
applaud the previous minister for setting that nd adhering
to the aspects that are contained within that atlon policy
with respect to equity, transparency, predictabilitmeliness,
responsiveness, accountability, sustainabilityéadility.

These are very important aspects of the staffitaration
formula when we are considering where to place luman
resources throughout the school system. AgainNie Hori-
zons five-year strategic plan began in 2011. Caetiiin that
are performance measures and performance goalsyeandl|
report back on them through our annual reportsioivkit's not
contained in the annual report that was tabledydds, but I've
talked to department officials and once we get sgow data,
we will be able to insert that into future annugports.

Speaker: The time for Question Period has now
elapsed. We will proceed with Orders of the Day.

ORDERS OF THE DAY
GOVERNMENT PRIVATE MEMBERS'’ BUSINESS

MOTIONS OTHER THAN GOVERNMENT MOTIONS
Motion No. 162

Clerk: Motion No. 162, standing in the name of Mr.
Hassard.
Speaker:  Itis moved by the Member for Pelly-Nisutlin

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon to
establish a tax credit for parents or guardiansclofdren
involved in music, arts or tutoring.

Mr. Hassard: It is with great pleasure that | rise in
this Assembly today to speak on Motion No. 162.

This motion urges the Government of Yukon to esshtéh
tax credit for parents or guardians of childrenoiwed in mu-
sic, arts or tutoring. This credit would mirror tbiildren’s arts



798

HANSARD

April 18, 2012

tax credit in the 2011 federal budget introducéldwang par-

ents to claim a non-refundable tax credit basedroamount of
up to $500 in eligible expenses per child paidhe year. The
credit is available for the enrolment of a childyanis under 16
years of age at the beginning of the year, in gyibé program
of artistic, cultural, recreational or developméiaiztivities.

An example of what this might do for Yukoners, i60Z
the Yukon government introduced the non-refundatié-
dren’s fitness tax credit. The credit mirrored federal non-
refundable credit and was provided to Yukon taxpayeith
children under 16 years of age, or under 18 yehege if eli-
gible for the income tax disability amount at thegimning of
the year in which an eligible fithess expense waid.g-or each
eligible child, the taxpayer can claim up to $5@0ailowable
expenses. If the child qualifies for the disabibiynount and is
under 18 years of age at the beginning of the weragdditional
amount of $500 can be claimed, as long as the rimirof
$100 is paid on registration or membership feegpfescribed
program or physical activity.

In the 2009 tax year, 1,415 Yukoners filed for thiedit,
which is approximately 5.5 percent of all Yukon fd&rs. The
credits claimed just over $750,000 in that yeaulteyy in a
benefit of around $50,000 being provided via thekdfu chil-
dren’s fitness tax credit.

The federal children’s tax credit benefit amountedap-
proximately $106,000 with a total resulting in andu$156,000
in savings to Yukon taxpayers.

Mr. Speaker, as you can see, this would be vergfizal
to the taxpayers of the Yukon. For parents fronommunity
outside of Whitehorse, this would be especially dieral; |
know, because as a father who drove my daughter Treslin
to Whitehorse twice a week for five years so tha sould
attend dance classes, | would have been more tappyhto
have been able to take advantage of such a credit.

This is just one more example of this governmerdeun
standing the needs of Yukoners, and | encouragmathbers
of this Assembly to vote in favour of Motion No.2,&he chil-
dren’s arts amount, and | look forward to listentagall the
other comments.

Ms. Hanson: | thank the Member for Pelly-Nisutlin
for bringing forward this motion.

As indicated in Question Period, the Official Opitios is
not opposed to tax credits and we will support thigtion.
However, as we indicated also during Question Eefe do
have some issues with the motion and with this gowent’s
plan to use a tax credit to encourage greater adcesusic,
arts or tutoring for Yukon’s children.

That growing gap between rich and poor is one ef rtiost
profound social policy issues that we must death wit

As referenced earlier this afternoon, a recent fomcs
poll commissioned by the Broadbent Institute shokat the
majority of Canadians recognize this growing gad amnt to
see governments acting to close it.

The whole issue of the inequality gap is one phesrmn
that has been recognized around the world. Thigisunique
to the Yukon and governments around the world a&do
challenged to deal with a growing equality gap, chhiesults
in inequality. We know that children living beneathclose to
the poverty line miss out when it comes to recoseti and
cultural opportunities. We believe that we shousé the tools
of government to address poor children’s needs thehnet is
for appropriate shelter and food or, in this césecultural and
recreational opportunities.

The proposal here is for a tax credit, and | thirgkneed to
recognize that a tax credit is an amount that itragted from
your taxes owing. We would question the governneerd |
would be interested to hear from the member oppokias the
government calculated what level of income woulgesson
need to qualify for this tax credit? The grantifdax credits in
some cases — we talk about social inclusion inttistory —
to families who can afford to pay for music, arasdes and
tutoring is hardly a whole-child approach and hamiwholly
inclusive approach. What is the plan — when yout $&dking
about this from a tax perspective — for familiesondan’t af-
ford to pay for these extra classes and activibesheir kids?

To that end, our little Official Opposition reselarteam
who works so diligently on our behalf, worked thgbua mock
tax filing and found that if the Yukon governmerdskcally
mirrors — as the Premier said earlier this aftemee the fed-
eral tax approach, the credit will mount to $35& year.
That is $35.20 paid out long after the bills foand lessons, art
camp, et cetera, are paid. It is a credit of $3%vBBther some-
one earns $110,000 a year or $21,800 a year. Asofisague
mentioned earlier, the $21,800 is really based opegson
working 40 hours a week at the new minimum wag81df.30
per hour.

The catch, when we are taking about a tax creslithat
one has to spend, as | understand it, $500 iniéesvSo if the
person is earning $110,000, $500 for an art canmpts prob-
lem. It's an entirely different matter to someonbowis just
scraping by. In our mock tax filing, our hypotheficrukoner
is a single parent, paying for child care and wotRshours a
week, as | said, at the minimum wage of $10.30.

So they receive the universal childcare benefi$bR00,
and they pay a relatively cheap — and this is iradft cheap

We share the goals, but we have some questions as + $400 a month for childcare in a day home — nalli to be

whether the tax credit method is the most effectind appro-
priate, and whether or not there could be othersomes that
would be more effective and appropriate in termadaifieving
the goal of encouraging children to be involvedriasic, arts
and to provide tutoring to that end. We believd tha biggest
area of concern and where the motion is weakesiaisit just
doesn’t address the persistent and growing gamaomes.

had at one of the daycare centres. Their totalnmecavould be
$21,800.24. Their net income, after childcare d&duos,
would be $18,008.24. This basically gives this virogksingle
parent a monthly budget of $1,500. Where does whigking
parent spend the monthly $1,500? They need to @aty YWe
heard earlier today about the rising rent increa¥és have
people coming into our office every day telling alsout rent
increases of 22 percent. Mr. Speaker, that's urgionable,
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but it's happening. We're seeing daily increasethtorents in
this territory.

If they have a child, two bedrooms would be nicke. |

they're lucky, theyll find that two-bedroom apammt for
$800 — so $800 for rent. If they're careful, thegncbudget
$400 a month for food and $400, as | said eaffigerchildcare.
We're already over $1,500, so | guess we have doctesome
of the money from food, — or else delay on the mmtque.
There is nothing in the monthly budget for a busspa

There are no savings for post-secondary educafiona
vacation, for dental work, and there is certainbghing avail-
able for art, music or other cultural activitiest hlone what
would be determined to be an eligible — as yet findd —
activity.

So, for this working Yukoner, the tax credit applisut it
won't be used. Now it may be lovely to have someghbut if
it's not available to you and if it's not going tmdress the
needs of those who most desperately need accésss® kinds
of activities, it's not very useful.

aged out over those years, and that breaks it dowabout
$120,000 a year and the question is, is that erfbugh

Contrast that with $35 not collected by the Yukaw-g
ernment. Should it mirror the federal governmeantikural tax
credit? If 10,000 tax filers are able to fully i#é the credit, the
cost to the Yukon coffers would be about $350,0R¢xlly, the
qguestion is which is more effective? Which is meffective in
achieving the objective that | share with the memntdggposite
in terms of trying to ensure and wanting to endbes all chil-
dren and their families can access artistic anti@llactivities,
and sort of grow the whole person? What approatterbad-
dresses the lack of opportunity for children liviaigor near the
poverty line? As | referenced earlier, the Enviosnipoll,
commissioned by the Broadbent Institute, indicatieel vast
majority of Canadians are concerned about the grgvgap
between rich and poor, and are willing to pay higtaes to
fight it and they want government to take a leadaddressing
the issues of inequality and of poverty.

A strong majority believe that the growing gap betw

We asked in Question Period whether the governmentch and poor really does undermine what we hold@amon

would support an amendment to this tax credit nmoti@t’s up
for debate this afternoon to one that is more tadyéo directly
assisting the working poor to access funds forucalt pro-
gramming. The response, to say the least, was.tépig Pre-
mier didn't agree to it. He indicated to us — thigs, of
course, to be expected — that it would be a mmgf the
federal tax credit program. So, in this case, thewgpu can
spend the $500 — if you have that $500 of disp@saidome
— you'll get roughly $115 — | think he said $110 $120 or
something — back, $35 of which will be paid by tviekon
government — foregone revenue from us.

So as we said in Question Period, the NDP is npbsgd
to tax credits, per se.

We, when in government, did some innovative taxitre
programming in the past. As mentioned earlier,aswhe NDP
that brought in the small business tax credit amgperted the
caregiver tax credit motion. However, Mr. Speakeg do
know that government has a larger role to playoiciety. As it
collects taxes from all of us and distributes wisateally the
common wealth, it has many tools in its fiscal tkik, other
than tax credits, to move toward certain policylgoa

As my colleague mentioned earlier, it was an NDR-go

ernment that brought forward and initiated the kiélsreation
fund in 1999 to provide direct funding of up to $4per year
for families earning less than $45,000 a year éoreation and
cultural activities. The fund approach is far mageessible to
low-income Yukoners than a tax credit that shows$omg after
the bills are paid, if you can afford to accesa ihe first place.

We encourage the government to expand the kideaecr

tion fund. Let's look at the $400 per child; lettsok at what
are eligible activities, supplies and equipment] d&t’'s pro-
mote the fund. Let's make sure parents are awatbeofund
and the activities that are eligible under thaidfun

As | mentioned, this fund came into effect in 1988d
over the years, about $1.6 million has been indested has
helped about 6,000 Yukon children. That is a prgtigd stat,
Mr. Speaker, and one that we should be proud of.itBaver-

Canadian values. So we believe it's time for the&kdfu gov-
ernment to review its rules on fiscal measures tiecredits,
direct funding and application-driven funding todegks the
growing gap between rich and poor in the Yukon.|Asaid
earlier and as my colleague spoke earlier, we supiport this
tax credit, but we expect and we will encourage tlmavn the
road in not too few months, we will have a more poghen-
sive and informed debate on how we as governmemas-eg-
islators — use our fiscal tool kit to better addrésmportant
social policy goals.

Hon. Mr. Kent: I'd like to thank the Member for
Pelly-Nisutlin for bringing forward this motion hertoday to
the floor of this House. Perhaps | could put delitiit of con-
text around where this motion came from. | attenaedeeting
of the Whitehorse Elementary School Council — hkhit was
last week, actually. One of the issues that wasigitoto my
attention was that we had mirrored the federalctadit when
it came to sport and recreation, but we hadn’'t damevhen it
came to music or arts or tutoring services.

I'd really like to thank the school council for bging that
to my attention. | was able to speak to the Premidis capac-
ity as the Minister of Finance and the Member fall\yR
Nisutlin, along with all of my caucus colleaguese \WWuickly
agreed that this is something that we were abtedee on and
able to move on very quickly. Again, thank you vemych to
the Whitehorse Elementary School Council for briggihis
forward and bringing it to my attention at the niegtl at-
tended last week.

We also have to put a little bit of context aroutte
Leader of the Official Opposition’s comments. Inkithat we
as legislators here in the Assembly need to stovdo better.
We need to paint that whole picture for our couostits who
are listening and for Yukoners who are paying aitento the
deliberations in this House.

I know that in budget debates we have had membdteo
New Democratic Party cherry-picking items out of thudget,
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such as the amount of resource royalties that aig - or  utilizes the Yukon Arts Ed-Venture program, whictcorpo-
collected by the Yukon government, but of courswvileg out rates a range of fine arts such as drama, dansgalvarts and
all of the other revenue that’s directly contriit® the gov- music is in the teaching of core academic subjefiikon Arts
ernment through quartz mining licences and placeirm li- Ed-Venture focuses on the learning needs of thdests by
cences and, of course, the substantial royaltias dhe being assisting teachers and developing and deliveriteyaet cur-
paid by the Capstone Minto mine to the people ef Slelkirk  riculum, learning outcomes that are reflective egponsive to

First Nation. our Yukon learners, cultures and languages.
We've seen members opposite cherry-pick small ansoun Artists work with teachers on an individual basisde-
out of the Yukon Housing budget such as the — velop rich cultural materials and experiences tsuea that
Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible) learners are meeting curriculum learning outconiegether,

they're helping students as they develop the kndgéeand
. . skills for successful Zicentury citizenship. The Arts Ed-
) Speaker: Member for Takhini-Kopper King, on a Venture program brings MAD into the elementary sdho—
point ofordgr. . o ) the music, art and drama course that's currentferefl at
) Ms. White: The m|n_|ster opposne_ IS spgakmg 10 qUeSyy 504 Street Centre School here in Whitehorse. Thoseised
tions other than the questions under discussion tandig by artists to engage students in learning. Thei@esslevelop
Order 19(b). . and enhance critical and analytical skills for ebedrner. Us-
Speaker: Government House Leader, on the point Ofing art to deliver curriculum provides teachershwibols to
order. , i ensure the students’ physical health and well-hesgial
Hon. Mr.. Cathers: 'Mr. Spea.k(.er, I don't F’e"e,"e competence, emotional maturity, cognitive developimand
there’'s a point of order. | think the Minister oflikcation is communication skills are being addressed. The sscoé the
providing context that he believes is relevant e tnotion learner is at the heart of the philosophy of thes Afd-Venture
under debate. program. In addition, the department also providesling for
Speaker’s ruling the Yukon Summer Music Camp Society and the Rdwugic
Speaker: | don't believe there’s a point of order. It's Festival. MAD, as | spoke of earlier — the musid, drama

hard for me to make a decision at this time undittually hear and dance program that's being offered at WoodeStentre
all of the comments that the minister has to sajf he's able ~ School is something that this government also fuam$ sup-

Point of order

to wrap it up and bring it back. The minister hae fioor. ports. It's a unique performing arts program thatvirles stu-
dents with credit courses, including English, sbatudies,
Hon. Mr. Kent: | would just like the Leader of the Physical education, theatre performance and a ehloétween
Official Opposition, in her remarks, where she waigle- Several fine arts and applied skills courses. _
ranging to issues such as the Broadbent Institnte those This program is based out of — as | mentioned — the

types of things — | respect her right to speak hatshe wants Wood Street Centre School and is available folyakon stu-

me the time to bring some context to what | wargdyp. cial studies, fine arts and theatre performancd, during the
Speaking to context around this — and again, Ikthie as ~ COUrse of the semester prepare three productidris.pfogram
legislators owe it to Yukoners to paint the wholetyre. is open to those in grades 11 and 12. We also fo@dvhole

This tax credit is important, as it will give faiii an addi- Child project. In an effort to develop a true cormity school,

tional amount that they can use when they are gaginmusic ~ including preschool children living in the downtowatchment

ture. The Department of Education funds the Legyiisabil- ~ Sc¢hool developed a plan to implement a whole cpittgram
ity Association of Yukon or LDAY. It funds their hee tutor ~ at the school for the 2001-02 school year. Thegutois real-
program. Tutoring services are offered outside scimstruc- ized through the effective coordination of serviéesn local
tional hours at lunch, after school, evenings ardkends. child serving agencies and institutions and thesttment of

The department also funds tutoring through the Munt improved community capacity. The project is goveriy a
Gwitchin First Nation and Skookum Jim Friendshipn@e. ~ board composed of all major partners, including Erepart-
These tutoring programs help many First Nation et ffrom ment of Education, Department of Health and Sds&lvices,
around the Yukon improve their academic abilitiesnding is Learning Disabilities Association of Yukon, Counefl Yukon
available to support students in all 14 rural comities as well First Nations, Yukon Family Services Associatiord athers.
as Kwanlin Dun, Ta'an Kwach'an, and rural studeattending ~ The board of the program is seeking funding foutktime
high schools in Whitehorse. Home tutoring prograams de- ~ Project coordinator.

signed to fit the needs of the individual commutiesi Propos- In September 2006, the whole child program was ex-

als are developed and funds for hiring tutors at@imistered Panded to Elijah Smith Elementary School and | esged

by partnerships of local community representatives. flrst-hanq when | att'ended the 'school counC|I. mmeetihere
When it comes to music and arts, over the yearsDine along with the Premier — | believe that was in keloy or

partment of Education has supported a variety oimpro- ~ March of this year. Some of the key componentshefwhole
grams throughout the Yukon. The department suppamgs child project are a community coordinator, wholeldire-
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source centre, parenting classes, library progranchildren
and families, a toy-lending library, computer latceass pro-
grams, open gym nights, breakfast for learning,ilfanecrea-
tion and arts. So, Mr. Speaker, | know the Ministe€Commu-
nity Services will speak to substantial investments

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

Point of order

Speaker: Member for Takhini-Kopper King, on a
point of order.
Ms. White: I’'m going to reference Standing Order

19(b) again. We're not discussing the topic undelep right
now. We're referencing from the budget and all tiiegs the
government is doing, but we're not talking abou¢ #mend-
ment to a tax credit. All the programs mentioned fiee or
sponsored by the government.

Speaker:
order.

Hon. Mr. Cathers: On the point of order, | believe
that the Minister of Education is referencing otherestments
and providing context that he believes is relevarthe motion
at hand, just as the Leader of the NDP did eanieeferencing
the Broadbent Institute and other matters thatshieved were
relevant to the topic at hand.

Mr. Elias: On the point of order, Mr. Speaker, | don’t
believe that there is a point of order. | beliekiattin the past
the Chair has consistently allowed a wide rangdiséussion
during motion debate. | have been here for six gjeiaiis the
norm to try to make one’s point during Wednesdagtstions
debate.

Speaker’s ruling

Speaker:
der.

In the Speaker’'s meeting that we have in the mgsjiwe
have been looking at this over an extended perfoiiiree. It
has come up among ourselves and we were lookiihg at

The member has a limited time to speak. He is &alkspio
the subject at hand, and how he wishes to tid iogkther is
entirely up to him. | would ask the member to wooktie it
together.

On the point of order, there is no point of or-

Hon. Mr. Kent: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. | believe
that speaking to programs provided by the DepartroBRdu-
cation, for which | am the minister responsiblethaiespect to
tutoring and music and arts and the whole childgmm is
certainly something that is relative to the motisa are dis-
cussing here today.

| am going to wrap it up, Mr. Speaker, and just irem
members of the Assembly that we are here doing warke-
half of all Yukoners, and it's important that weopide the full
context. | did refer, earlier during debate, to seavshthe cherry-
picking that happens with the budget and how the Bemoc-
ratic Party is doing that.

| guess, Mr. Speaker, we only have to look to fafits
election and ask the Liberal candidate for Lakedrgb about
when some of his comments were taken out of cordext
placed in NDP election material. He has also expegd that,

Government House Leader, on the point of

so | would just encourage all members to ensurethiey paint
the entire picture when we are discussing issugsiblic inter-
est on the floor of the Assembly.

Mr. Silver: I will keep it to the point. | rise on behalf
of the Liberal caucus to offer a comment on Mothdo. 162.
This motion advances the tax credit to offset sti@dxpenses
related to music, art or tutoring. Participationaints and music
can bring many opportunities to young people, loutSome
families, high program and associated costs litrése oppor-
tunities to grow, explore and to develop. Tutorgan be key
for some students, helping them with their coursad|and
learning skills that they'll use throughout theirademic ca-
reers and beyond. Again, tutoring costs can be high may
inhibit some students from getting the extra haht they need
that will position them to excel in the future.

| would be remiss if | didn’t mention at this timiée the
Minister of Education did, as well, the excellentriv that the
Learning Disabilities Association of Yukon doestlire Yukon
in terms of tutoring. | personally have seen huddref hours
of LDAY-sponsored tutoring at Robert Service SchodDaw-
son City, and my students owe that organizatioels df grati-
tude. This service hires local educators and pesvitlitoring
free of charge to our students.

On the motion, tax credits such as those propasetis
motion can reduce the ultimate costs of musicaad tutoring
activities, making them more accessible to moredesits.
Knowing the value of taking part in these underigki we
support reducing their costs; however, for this ¢eedit to be
meaningful, we must also ensure that music, art tatwting
programs that are offered through our public sclsystem are
adequately resourced themselves. It is in our dshthat many
children have the greatest early exposure to arts rausic.
High quality public school art programs provideiagpiration
to take part in other paid programs, which this ¢eedit pro-
poses to make less expensive. As well, for familirable to
afford extra expenses related to music, arts atatitg, even
with the tax credit, their children are reliant oar school sys-
tem for that part of their education.

While we are supporting this motion here today,ldoa
wish to take the opportunity to remind the MinistérEduca-
tion and all members of the primary importance hefse pro-
grams within our schools. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Hon. Ms. Taylor: | am very pleased to rise in support
of this motion before us. I'd like to thank my adigue from
Pelly-Nisutlin for bringing forward this motion.

I'm not too sure where to begin, other than, as dias
cussed during Question Period on the floor of Agsembly —
there was some discussion about there being perhaps
enough focus on recreational programs for childaad for
families — those particularly in need.

| just wanted to say that on a high level — becdusant
to stay focused on the motion at hand as well —sinte re-
marks have been brought forward by members of tipos-
tion in this regard, | think it's very appropriate take a little
bit of time to share with members opposite all itheestments
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that the government does make in support of raéomgats well
as art and culture. I'll go back a few years. | wnihere was
some discussion about the kids recreation fund. @'rhuge
supporter and fan of this particular funding irtitia. It has
worked very well. It has been very effective ovee years. In
terms of comments about whether or not we can loetter job
of promoting the fund and making it available tonflles — |

agree.

| agree with all those points. The more informatimd
education to promote funding initiatives such as,tthe better
we are as a society and a community as a whole.dugport
that approach, and | thank the Leader of the Gifi@pposition
for her comments in that regard.

It was our government, as | referenced during Quiefte-
riod, that did take the initiative to acknowledge tontribution
of the kids recreation fund and, as such, we weleta place a
substantive increase in the kids recreation furfccddrse, cur-
rently, it stands at about $220,000. The fundt atands today,
is reflected in this year’s budget, which we arerently debat-
ing. We were able to increase it — | believe it wiasing the
2005-06 fiscal year, back in the day, when it wisng at
about $140,000. So it was a substantive increagew@/e able
to increase it to $200,000 from $140,000 at thaetiand, of
course, we have been able to contribute to it sivee then, to
where it sits today at about $220,000.

As | referenced earlier, there are a number ofratiecha-
nisms that the Government of Yukon also takes godde in
funding — and | think | alluded to some of thosdiatives
during Question Period. We work very closely witmamber
of recreation groups and associations. | shouldl atkl that we
are also working on revitalizing our Yukon activeiig strat-
egy, as we speak, which places great emphasis iwhabd
obesity and the problems and challenges we havaytatbt
just with children within the territory, but chilein throughout
the continent at that.

So one of the things that we are looking at throaghre-
vitalized strategy — it is about 10 years sinceldst strategy
was implemented — is to place greater emphasis ftan- a
school programs. So that is one of the very importanets of
this strategy going forward, and we are lookingetthancing
what we have available in our respective schoalaypwhich
is very important.

Of course, that would be made available to eacheaedy
student, regardless of their background or thesrcseconomic
status. In addition to that, we have been ablengement —
as | said, in this year's budget, we are implenmgné number
of initiatives investing in new recreation infrastture
throughout the territory through programming avalga
through our sports governing bodies. We just spatkgreat
length about Special Olympics Yukon. That's juse axam-
ple. For the first time, in speaking with the ex@gl director
for Special Olympics Yukon recently, they're actyajoing to
be taking their development games outside of thiy ©f
Whitehorse to the community of Carcross later s shmmer.
That's a great thing — being able to reach outitc@ammuni-
ties helps revitalize or regain interest in redmaand in par-
ticipating in initiatives such as Special Olympics.

We, of course, provide a number of different atiteg for
free, whether it's sponsored through organizatiovsther it's
on the recreation file or even on the arts anducelfile. I'll
certainly speak to that at greater length.

We help fund a number of mechanisms. | spoke attaut
kids recreation fund, but also, the health investinfend, the
youth investment fund, the community developmemtdfand
Lotteries Yukon. | think there was just recentlyegport was
tabled in the Legislature, which points out all thettery
Commission funding programs for the last fiscalrydtout-
lines, community by community, support of initias/ spon-
sored by the community clubs, recreation commitized so
forth.

The motion that we speak to really builds uporo&these
investments and more. | think it's very importamatt when we
talk about investments in families that — not oimlyestment
in recreation and sport — that is also inclusiveadfand cul-
ture. | know that when | was minister responsilde Tourism
and Culture, we worked very diligently alongside thepart-
ment of Education in promoting arts in the schéwolfact, one
of the things that we were able to do was boostftineling
allocated to the Artist in the School program.

At that time, it was approximately $25,000. We wabde
to boost that to about $100,000 per year. Thatrbally en-
abled a substantive degree of new investments t& f@o-
gramming in all our schools. It has helped enhamages paid
for preparation time for each of our contractedstartperform-
ing in each of our schools. It has helped incréhsehours of
instruction time when it comes to the arts in eadhour
schools. We've been able to deliver a multitudditierent and
extended programs as well that weren't necessadigle avail-
able. We increased outreach to assist schoolsaimpig pro-
jects, and we've been able to expand arts progragrim
many of our communities outside of the capital .citye’ve
been able to, as a result of that ongoing investmewest in
comprehensive resources for schools to use anefésence
other art and education programs made available.

I think it is very important to pay tribute to fuimd
mechanisms such as this, because it is importabih reach
out to students within schools and outside of tt@els during
school hours and beyond that, as well.

Likewise, | know that, in addition to Artist in th®chool
program, there is also Artist in the School tounprggram, the
Art Ed-Venture program. Those two are also as etfdry the
Department of Education. They combine to offer Yukahil-
dren a rounded approach to learning and the agshas al-
ready been stated on the floor of the Legislatutéjnk it is
very important that when we look at providing ediga —
and this is Education Week — we look at all forniserperi-
ences to the degree of learning and teaching savihaan help
reach out in a responsive manner to all childreaunschools
to encourage creativity and exploration, and inndaso, im-
prove the overall student performance of our ckitdr

So, | do want to just make reference to that and thmse
particular investments are helping make a diffeeent the
lives of many children.
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There has been a lot of talk about tax creditss Guv-
ernment has invested in tax credits over the lae pears and
will continue to invest — business case or by dasease. Il
just again make mention that our government coesro not
increase taxes. In fact, we've held the line oresafor nine
years and will continue to do so. We've been abléntest
monies when it comes to tax credits for child tasdgs. We
talked about other credits that have been maddabl@iover
the years. Of course, when it comes down to otlh@part
mechanisms, whether its our seniors’ income supghém
whether it's our own homeowners grant — again, éhee® all
initiatives that we continue to make available families,
which we're very pleased to support.

So | don’t want to go on at great length other tt@misay
that we very much support this initiative — the tardit going
forward in support of the arts and in support abting and in
support of cultural activities.

Its intended purpose is to mirror the federal neftindable
tax credit provided to children under 16 years gé.arhe one
thing 1 do want to say is that this does supplentieatinvest-
ments already made and are continuing to be madieeb§@ov-
ernment of Yukon on a number of different frontertainly
look forward to receiving comments made availablemf
members opposite and certainly look forward to inég the
support of all members in moving this initiativerk@rd and
looking forward to discussing other timely inithzgs.

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: | rise today on Motion No. 162 to
give my support to that motion. I'm losing counthedw many
times this side of the House has felt disappoiimate conduct
we hear from the NDP on the other side of the Houséhe
continued interruptions and catcalling that goesesaily, Mr.
Speaker, at those times when we are discussingtakitig
about things that maybe they don't like to hear.

In the context of the self-appointed official tirmewn re-
sponses to questions and their remarks that gbatrate out of
order to try to remind people who have the floorto

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

Point of order

Speaker:  The Leader of the Official Opposition, on a
point of order.
Ms. Hanson: Mr. Speaker, this is clearly Standing

Order 19(b) — this has nothing to do with the nragtehand.

Speaker:
order.

Hon. Mr. Cathers:
and made similar criticisms of members oppositentiters.
The same degree of latitude is typically appliedhath sides. |
don’t believe there is a point of order.

Speaker’s statement

Speaker:
difficult for the Chair to make a decision on whatlor not the
person is speaking to the motion or not until themher has
finished speaking. | would hope that all membersitddake
this into consideration. When you're starting to kenayour
opening remarks, try and tie them into the subpgchand.

Government House Leader, on the point of

The member herself has stood up

We'll be looking at this in the Blues, and | wilkhif necessary,
issuing a full ruling on it.
Hon. Premier, you have the floor.

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: As | was saying, it is really about
the ability of the NDP to selectively cherry-pickhat they
want to talk about, and | think the Minister of Edtion gave a
very strong example of trying to paint a picturghwvonly a
small portion of the actual story. As we have hedndough
practice, this side of the House has respectedntrabers op-
posite to be able to express their opinions anu thews dur-
ing debate. However, unfortunately, they seem wnablecip-
rocate with the same courtesy to this side.

For example, the Leader of the Official Opposittatked
about the Broadbent Institute, which to me, quieagy, is
contrary to most economists in the western wondterms of
where their opinions are. You know, | think thatawhwve are
really talking about is tax reduction and reallgating invest-
ments and jobs through tax reduction. We only haveok as
far as our federal government, in terms of thetsgpathat they
implemented since coming into power five or sixrgeago, in
the reduction of personal taxes and the reductfocoorate
taxes and where this country sits on an econonatesghen
compared to other nations in the world.

It has given us the opportunity to be part of tbkitson to
be able to create jobs and create wealth, whidwallus, then,
to deliver on programs that are important to peopleh as
health, such as education, and such as helping thesple
who are, unfortunately, unable to help themsel¥éss is cre-
ated through the opportunity of creating a stroognemy and
strong investments within this territory and coyntwhich al-
lows us to do exactly that.

This motion and this tax credit really is assistigrking
families and reducing their tax burden. As the [gliei of
Community Services just mentioned, we've had angcsince
coming to power, of not increasing taxes. We armarodted to
not increasing taxes. Here, again, is an examplehgfre we
continue to reduce the tax burden to put more mameyork-
ing people’s pockets and allow them to make thesitats on
what they choose to do with that money — whethénvest it
in a savings account or reinvest it within our loeeonomies.
An example is the motion that we’re talking abaday — the
motion that we had previously — unanimous supportthe
caregivers tax credit or the one we spoke of whereemoved
the cap on limits for health and disabilities thais to come
into effect in the tax year 2011.

The Yukon has a history of establishing non-reflohela
tax credits when they are warranted and after apeonsidera-
tion that mirrors the federal legislation. For exden in 2007,
the Yukon mirrored the federal non-refundable alitds fit-
ness credit. The credit mirrored federal non-refibid credit

On the point of order, once again, it is very@nd was provided to Yukon taxpayers with childrewler 16

years of age or under 18 years of age if eligibtetlie income
tax disability amount at the beginning of the yaawhich an
eligible fithess expense was paid. For each ekgifiild, the
eligible taxpayer can claim up to $500 in allowat¥penses. If
the child qualifies for the disability amount argl inder 18
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years of age at the beginning of the year, an mddit amount
of $500 can be claimed as long as a minimum of $4Q#id
on registration or membership fees for a prescrifmegram of
physical activity.

In the 2009 tax year, 1,415 Yukoners filed for tbiedit.
This makes up about 5.5 percent of all Yukon tkerdi

The credits claimed totalled $753,000 in that yeasult-
ing in a benefit of about $50,000 being providedl thie Yukon
children’s fitness tax credit. The federal childsefitness tax
credit benefit amounted to approximately $106,000is re-
sulted in a total tax savings of approximately $086 to Yuk-
oners as a result of the combined Yukon and feddiidren’s
tax credits.

As | just mentioned briefly, effective in the 208k year,
there no longer is a subject to $10,000 limit oigikle ex-
penses related to financial dependent relativesnvwdteming
the Yukon medical expense tax credit. As a redulhis, care-
givers who incur extraordinary medical- and digabilelated
expenses will receive full tax recognition for thexpenses.

Prior to 2011, caregivers who incurred medical- disd
ability-related expenses for an aging parent, rsiplor other
financially dependent relative, were not able tirol expenses
above $10,000. Just here in this session and throognimous
support of the House, Yukon is now providing, efifee Janu-
ary 1, 2012, a $2,000 tax credit for caregiversnegafor rela-
tives with a disability, including seniors and aduklith severe
disabilities.

This tax credit will provide tax relief for caregirs of all
types of infirm dependent relatives, including, floe first time,
spouses, common-law partners and minor childrerkoMers
will be able to claim the enhanced amount for dirrinde-
pendant under one of the following credits: theusgoor com-
mon-law partner credit, the child tax credit, tHegible de-
pendant credit, the caregiver credit, or the infidependant
credit.

Speaking to tax credits, | just thought I'd takeaportu-
nity to list some of the tax credits that the Yukgovernment
does provide to Yukoners. There is a basic taxitcfedevery-
body who files their income tax. There is a basidefral tax
credit; there is a basic Yukon tax credit. There spousal tax
credits for those spouses who earn less than $10gb2ry
year; eligible dependants are children under 18syeé age;
caregiver, infirm dependants; Canada employmentptich
expense; children’s fithess amount that we've w@llabout;
pension and disabilities.

There is a long, long list — public transit and maliffer-
ent tax credits that this government does providd, aof
course, charitable donations and gifts that we, gsvernment,
continue to provide to Yukoners. It is giving backfamilies
and allowing them flexibility to be able to make malecisions
on how to spend their money.

Recently, in the 2011 federal budget, Canada intred a
non-refundable children’s art tax credit, known the chil-
dren’s art amount. This tax credit allows paremtsckaim a
non-refundable tax credit based on an amount dbu§500 in
eligible expenses per child paid in a year. Theditris avail-
able for the enrolment of a child who is under ®arg of age

at the beginning of the year in an eligible prografrartistic,

cultural, recreational or developmental activiti€sr a child
who is under 18 years of age at the beginning efygar and is
eligible for a disability tax credit, the 15-pertemon-

refundable tax credit may be claimed on an addiic500

disability supplement amount when a minimum $10pasl in

eligible expenses. Eligible activities include ey arts, visual
arts, performing arts, music, media, languagestoous and
heritage, and activities that provide enrichmentutoring in

academic subjects. This measure applies to the aadiisub-
sequent taxation years.

As the Minister of Community Services mentioned, e
fact, currently have a number of programs to adsister-
income families to access arts, sports and reoreahlow, |
ask my colleagues to join me today in urging tresegnment
to establish a non-refundable tax credit that wauldor this
effective and appreciated federal legislation tsishsYukoners
who care for their children in the pursuits of artaisic, tutor-
ing and other valued cultural activities. So I'nopd to support
Motion No. 162 today, and | urge all members tesdo

I'd also like to thank our Member for Pelly-Nisutlifor
bringing this motion forward. I'd also like to tharand ac-
knowledge the Department of Finance for the prodess peo-
ple who work hard every day on behalf of all Yukmnand do
the work to put this together. With that, | commehid motion
to the House.

Hon. Mr. Nixon: I'd like to thank the Member for
Pelly-Nisutlin for bringing this motion forward. lelieve that
establishing a tax credit for parents or guardiahghildren
involved in music, arts or tutoring is a good méeeYukon.

I'd like to also begin my comments today by talkiigout
the federal tax credit that Yukon’s credit will mdr. To help
with the costs associated with children’s artsvitetis, Canada
proposed to introduce a children’s arts tax crefiite credit
will be available for a wide range of activitiesatltontribute to
a child’s development and are not eligible for theldren’s
fithess tax credit. Like other Canadians, Yukoramsoll their
children in artistic, cultural, recreational andve®pmental
activities. These activities contribute to a childevelopment.

Unlike fitness-related items, Canadians and Yukemare
not able to claim some of these expenses associatiedhil-
dren’s arts activities. Canada’s children’s arts ¢eedit builds
on Canada’s actions to help parents and their remildUnder
the federal model, parents will be able to claim 1%-percent
non-refundable children’s arts tax credit, up tO&5f qualify-
ing expenses per child incurred in 2011 and fuyaars for a
child who is under the age of 16 at the beginnihghat tax
year to qualify.

| am pleased by this motion. As the minister resgua
for arts and culture, | have been learning moreualfaikon’s
rich and rewarding legacy in the area of arts aunlduce. |
would like to come back and talk about using thiedd to
promote activities like art, languages, music, fiag) photog-
raphy, sculpture and sewing. These are all arestsafe pro-
moted by the culture branch of the Department afritmn and
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Culture. This tax credit will help us encourage iygyeople to
explore our culture.

| would like to talk for a few minutes about our [Cwal
Services branch. Cultural Services is dedicatetidqreserva-
tion, development and interpretation of Yukon'sitage re-
sources and to fostering the growth and impadieterritory’s
visual, literary and performing arts. On our website links to
learn more about our programs and to explore ttte and di-
verse arts, heritage, history, and culture of Yukon

I would like to mention some of the areas that\amey in-
teresting on the cultural side. We have Yukon Arekj which
| think is one of the great hidden gems of our depant. The
Yukon Archives acquires, preserves and providessscto the
Yukon’'s documentary heritage. Photocopy, map, ahotg
graph reproduction services are available.

When | toured the facility, | was very impressed thg
holdings and by the staff who manage them. Theséngures-
sive. I'd like to mention that Archives can alsaer reference
material for patrons from other institutions thraugter-library
loans. | just want to mention one area that canghattention.
One of the areas noted above that is eligible fer ¢redit
would be photography. As members know, | am theidtn of
both Justice and Tourism and Culture.

I was introduced to the photographs of Claude T,
RCMP member stationed in the Yukon. Photographymwash
more than a hobby for Claude — it was a calling. dieught
impressive professionalism to his avocation as @qgrapher
and his photographs are impressive. This is a gneamnple of
someone finding a hobby they really enjoy. Becafdss rec-
reation, we have a tremendous treasure of photbgrapcord
for Yukon. It really is a neat story, and | wonftal it by giv-
ing away the ending, but | encourage all Yukonershieck out
the story and the associated exhibit at www.yukoranace.ca.

| also want to mention the historic sites and mosesec-
tions within the department. I'm looking forward éxploring
more of these sites and facilities over the coofgbe summer,
and | hope other Yukoners get to experience thHesmdelves.
| also toured the heritage resources section, wikicomprised
of archaeology, paleontology, and geographical gplaames.
I’'m really enjoying learning more about this urand it's my
hope that we can find ways to engage our children.

The arts section’s mandate is to support and eageuthe
development of the visual, literary and performiags in
Yukon. The children’s tax credit, as laid out, ikelpful aid in
encouraging young people to explore the artstdtfith some
of the other programs we have to encourage thdrahtsikon.
We accomplish this through programs that enhanbtdigap-
preciation of the arts and assist artists, artamiggtions and
arts collectives in the pursuit of their goals.

We have the arts fund, which is for groups, soesetind
collectives. We have the advanced artist awards Ehfor in-
dividual artists. We just had the spring intakeAqmil 1.

The fall intake is October 1. The touring artishduis for
individual artists and ensembles. We have fourkiedaa year:
on the 1% of March, June, September and December.

The arts operating fund is for registered, noniparts or-
ganizations. The annual intake was February 15 lajpgst
signed off on some letters earlier this week, Mre&ker.

We have Culture Quest which is for individual greumd
we have the permanent art collection. The annuakéis in
the fall. | see this tax credit as one more waycae encourage
and support Yukoners in exploring the arts. In pmey years,
we had the Yukon student visual art program. Thisgmam
was for all students under 18 years of age attgndimpublic
school in the Yukon. Approximately 50 works of antre se-
lected and exhibited in the Department of Educalioifding in
Whitehorse — a second round of jury-selected wark the
permanent collection of student art. The permawgetiection
of student art is a body of art work that belongshte Depart-
ment of Education. The collection is as diverse amgtive as
the children who produced the work.

The visual arts assistant from the arts sectiottitites the
conservation and administration of the collecti®he student
art collection hangs in the hallways and some effiin the
Department of Education in Whitehorse and Dawsawg. @i is
professionally framed with accompanying identifioat
plagues. We had some of these pieces of work inoffices
here. | enjoy admiring the talent of these youndkadfiers. A
tax credit would help encourage more young Yukonersx-
plore the arts, and | think that it's a very gobahg.

We often talk about ways to promote and pass orcoldr
tural traditions, and | want to mention one patacarea where
| think this tax credit would have a tremendous @ctp One of
the documents that crossed my desk was relatduetexhibit
during the Arctic Winter Games of “Sewing Our Tiazhs”.
For this special Arctic Winter Games exhibitione tburators
also included dolls from the circumpolar north. Eaill has
its own character and individuality that refledte dollmaker’s
personality and community landscape. Togetherditis tell a
story and provide a testimony of our unique culifréne north
from a brightly coloured cloth doll from Yamal, Rus, to
painted Greenlandic dolls, to tiny intricate detdike bead
moccasins and locally trapped fur and home-tanindel fhese
were truly exceptional examples of find crafts fracross the
north. The dolls represented historical and contaany per-
spectives on northern traditions, fashion and celtihey were
brought together by the Yukon Arts Centre for thenbouver
2010 Cultural Olympiad through the generous suppbthese
three territories.

I might add that | would like to extend a very Hést
thanks to the great staff at the Yukon Arts Centteey do an
exceptional job up there. This exhibition was tirstfof its
kind to highlight this Inuit and First Nation arorim and
northern garment design. | think it would be griéate could
get more northern kids, more Yukon kids, to getoiugd in
this art form. It's something that is truly special the north.
This is a good motion. | recommend that all memizdrthis
Assembly support it and again | thank the membebfinging
this motion forward on the floor today. Thank you.

Speaker: Is there any further debate?
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If the member now speaks, he will close debate.sCxogy
other member wish to be heard?

Mr. Hassard:
for their time and input on this very important gdb of Mo-
tion No. 162. | look forward to taking this motitm vote, and |
look forward to unanimous support. Thank you.

Speaker:  Are you prepared for question?
Some Hon. Members:  Division.
Division
Speaker:  Division has been called.
Bells

Speaker:  Mr. Clerk, please poll the House.

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: Agree.

Hon. Mr. Cathers: Agree.

Hon. Ms. Taylor: Agree.

Hon. Mr. Kent: Agree.

Hon. Mr. Nixon: Agree.

Ms. McLeod: Agree.

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: Agree.

Hon. Mr. Dixon: Agree.

Mr. Hassard: Agree.

Ms. Hanson: Agree.

Mr. Tredger: Agree.

Ms. Moorcroft: Agree.

Ms. White: Agree.

Mr. Barr: Agree.

Mr. Elias: Agree.

Mr. Silver: Agree.

Clerk: Mr. Speaker, the results are 16 yea, nil nay.

Speaker:
ried.

Motion No. 162 agreed to

Motion No. 163
Clerk:

McLeod.
Speaker:

Mr. Speaker, | do not pretend to be an expert o/ AW
technology, but | do know this: FM signals are liatde,
sometimes unavailable for days, and are not alwegeived

Thanks to everyone in the Assembly clearly. This is true in southeast Yukon; it isetrautside of

Whitehorse; and it is true in many other partst@ nhorth. |
have been driving late at night, far from a broatiog source,
and have still been able to pick up CBC Radio, trad is a
comforting thing.

As we are all aware the federal budget releasditetris
month, cut the funding of this essential servicdh® tune of
$115 million over three years. Part of CBC's regmto this is
to plan for job cuts and an early cessation of AM-band
broadcasting by July 31 of this year. The nortiesebn CBC
radio and television for news, weather, curreninéveand Ca-
nadian discussions on Canadian topics. As taxpayershave
invested many, many billions into the CBC. Thisis national
network, there to distribute quality Canadian pamgming for
Canadians. Many northerners — many taxpayers — tasit
service to continue. We don't believe that the gercent of
Canadians receiving CBC using analog technologyiresig-
nificant. To that 1.7 percent, having the abilibyreceive CBC
broadcasting is a lifeline to the world. CBC repattiat shut-
ting down analog service will save them $10 millibrunder-
stand that cutting this service may be fiscallydamnt for CBC
in a minor way, considering their entire budget; ibwdoesn’t
qualify as doing the right thing. It wasn't the higthing in
2009 and it's not the right thing now.

It has become necessary to perhaps relocate theésCBC

Whitehorse tower and this government is willingwork with
CBC to find a suitable location.

In 2009, there was unanimous support in this As$gifob
a similar motion for continued service to the nattd, again, |
urge all members of this Assembly to support thigtiam.
Thank you.

The yeas have it. | declare the motion car-

Mr. Barr:
issue and the motion. I'll just speak to this byisg that this
House urges the Government of Canada to ensuré than-

Motion No. 163, standing in the name of Ms. €rs continue to have access to CBC AM Radio and TB®y

requiring the Canadian Broadcasting Corporation(19:pro-

It is moved by the Member for Watson Lake Vide AM Radio service by relocating its Whitehoteever and

THAT this House urges the Government of Canadanto e continuing to broadcast CBC Radio One on the AM ba@0d;

sure that Yukoners continue to have access to CBICRadio
and CBC TV by requiring the Canadian BroadcastingoGra-
tion to:

(1) provide AM Radio service by relocating its Wdfibrse
tower and continuing to broadcast CBC Radio On¢henAM
570 band; and

and (2) continue to transmit CBC TV in both Engliahd
French in Yukon. We support parts of this motionl avill be
bringing forward an amendment to improve it.

The Official Opposition fully supports the CBC. Vgap-
port our public broadcaster. The NDP certainly agreith the
importance of the CBC and on its vital role in ceating us

2) continue to transmit CBC TV in both English andand telling our Canadian stories. It's extremelpartant to the

French in Yukon.

Ms. McLeod:
this motion. It calls on the Government of Canagdleehsure
that Yukon citizens continue to have CBC AM Radial V.

The CBC is a national treasure. It must continueuo
vive; it must continue to serve the north; and usincontinue
to broadcast on the AM band.

little guy — the Yukoner on the trapline who hasatber way
to connect with the outside world — and many negghb of

It gives me great pleasure to speak tomine in rural Yukon who can’t afford the $1,000 eay for

satellite TV and who may not receive the FM trarssioin,
which as my colleague across the room is awarepisand
down. We don't get it consistently.

As | said in my tribute to the CBC’s #&anniversary, the
CBC is an institution that brings us together aantry. The

| do have a few comments regarding this
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CBC has been the venue to tell our stories as Gamadnd is
more vital than ever today as we receive more gatpanedia
with its commercial programming.

| just want to take a moment to reflect. Therehis tecent
budget cut of $115 million. | recall, over the ygdere in the
Yukon, continual cuts that have affected the abiit CBC to
relate to Yukoners. | realize that it is not onlgré in the
Yukon, but across the north as these cuts arengetcable —
I do remember a time when local musicians wouldh¢m CBC
and be able to present some of their music onatiie r

In agreement with the musicians union and the requi
ment for CBC to have a high standard as a pubbadcaster
that would be in compliance with the standard thfmut Can-
ada, you would receive a nominal amount of monesifoging
a song or a couple of songs. That was great faon tise north
here that we'd be able to do that and we'd be adredational
radio as expressing our music from the north. Thab longer
available to us. As these cuts continue over tlasyat's part
of the reasoning for us to add an amendment tortfuson.
There are other cuts. | know that it has set CB@ny opinion,
kind of behind the eight ball over the years innigeable to
provide what we know is an integral part of ourvgsr here in
Canada for a Canadian story.

CBC'’s contribution to our cultural life is invaluigb It
plays a vital part in binding this vast country éttger. As our
MP, Ryan Leef, has said in his letter to constitsiém response
to the strong objections to the cuts to the CBErdthas never
been a more pressing time than now to have a ratiaice.
He added that CBC certainly plays a great rolearthern Ca-
nadian lives. More than that, in the north we allyron the
CBC for the local news, weather, live programmingl ahe
interviews that inform us of new developments.

Yesterday | asked questions of the government aBB@
on the very subject of relocating the Whitehorseetoso that
broadcasting could reach all Yukoners as it hasstomany
years. | wanted to know if the government was nglito ex-
tend the lease for the Whitehorse tower, which autsin July
of this year. In his reply yesterday, the Ministdr Energy,
Mines and Resources talked about the history ofYthkon
government’s involvement around the AM tower. Hil ghat
CBC did not pursue a plan to develop an alternadites but
that he would work on a time extension for the entrreloca-
tion.

The time extension is a nice gesture. | suppose litut the
reality is that in order to absorb the federal aft$115 mil-
lion, CBC management wants to phase out analogcsstv
They want to phase them out in direct responséeoféderal
cuts. In a ruling issued Monday, the CRTC saidrtbeh, with
its isolated communities and small population, enés an ex-
ception, so they can continue broadcasting witHognawve
hope this happens in the Yukon and throughout tréhnbut
we cannot ignore the cuts from the Harper governmen

This motion ignores the cuts. This motion asks G-
ernment of Canada to work to force the relocatibthe tower
to maintain a service without addressing the fugdssue. It
would be simple for this government to extend #resk and to

give support to such an important service to Yuksres the
CBC.

Apart from the situation of relocating the Whitebor
tower, the CBC has suffered major cuts, as | haie Isefore,
of $115 million over three years. This will meamgramming
cuts that will definitely affect the north negatiyeOur caucus
introduced a motion on April 2 that urged the Goweent of
Yukon to lobby the federal government to maint&ie current
level of staffing for the CBC in the Yukon, the mmt level of
radio programming, and to retain Whitehorse as & GB-
gional hub.

We are waiting for the government’s response to e
tion.

CBC North has already suffered cutbacks in staffinthe
past few years. It has done its part. Friends eofad&an Broad-
casting openly questions the motives of the fedgoakernment
and the continual cuts to CBC. This organizaticat tidvocates
for the public broadcaster clearly states thatfdueral Harper
government’s intent is to eliminate our CBC. Sel&anser-
vative MPs have tabled petitions in the House om@mns to
that effect, and Stephen Harper has stated thaidtienal ser-
vice should be privatized. We must not let thatgeap It was
interesting to listen to the minister yesterdayeaesiglly quote
the Harper playbook on the CBC cuts. The playbaotoide-
flect the real impacts on the cuts felt in commiesiby cherry-
picking what they think is an example of waste tinetir core
supporters can’t abide.

The Harper playbook says cut Radio Canada Interna-

tional’s Portuguese language services to the pexfeazil —

and the minister happily obliges. He quotes frora Harper
playbook by saying the CBC gets more than enougheyo
and its job is basically to provide regional seeviwahich is not
economically attractive for the private sector toyide.

So | guess he'd support KSAN broadcasting HockeghNi
in Canada. | think Yukoners who can't afford cabilesatellite
wouldn’t like that. I will watch Hockey Night in @ada when
the playoffs are on, and | can’'t imagine anywhereCanada,
especially in the north, if you couldn’'t watch yohockey
game — especially during the playoffs — if you anit af-
ford your satellite. It would be atrocious to thiok that, as
hockey is Canada. You know, when people think ofigdk,
they think of hockey.

So he seems to agree with the federal governmdrnthw
doesn’t appear to like the CBC. But he knows aofoYukon-
ers do like the CBC, and this puts the ministea lough place.
Asking the federal government to force the CBCelocate the
tower on their dime, when the federal governmentuting
$115 million over three years, just isn't the kiofdsupport we
should provide from this House.

If you want the services to carry on — which wedadl—
we need to recognize what is behind the servicaagihg, and
that is the federal cuts. If we don'’t recognize tiwbacks and
the impacts on the Yukon, the Legislative Assenibignoring
reality. To correct this, | propose the followingi@ndment.

Amendment proposed
Mr. Barr: I move
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THAT Motion No. 163 be amended by adding the phrasetion — we understand the intent of it because Wwsugdport the

“restoring adequate funding and” between the wébys and
“requiring”.
The amended motion would read:

Canadian Broadcasting Corporation and the richritariton it
makes to us from sea to sea to sea.
As somebody who has worked across the country &lsm

THAT this House urges the Government of Canadanto e fishing villages in Prince Edward Island, on thestveoast of

sure that Yukoners continue to have access to CBICRadio
and CBC TV by restoring adequate funding and rénglithe
Canadian Broadcasting Corporation to:

(1) provide AM Radio service by relocating its Wdhibrse
tower and continuing to broadcast CBC Radio On¢henAM
570 band; and

Vancouver Island and in the north, | know the intaoce of
the CBC. The challenge that is addressed in thisna@ment is
the real core and the crux of this issue, whicthad, in fact, as
much as we intended to show our support for it twedCrown
corporation — the CBC — in fact, it is flawed besalit says
that the Crown corporation should be urged by uosse to do

(2) continue to transmit CBC TV in both English and something when, in fact, it is the federal governtrthat has

French in Yukon.
Speaker:  The amendment is in order.

It has been moved by the Member for Mount Lorne-

Southern Lakes

created the very dire situation that the Crown ooafion, the
Canadian Broadcasting Corporation, finds itsetbiay.

It is not just the $115 million that the CBC wilelsuffer-
ing as a loss by 2015 in terms of the completaaits budget,

THAT Motion No. 163 be amended by adding the phrasebut this represents a cumulative damaging impadhisntreas-

“restoring adequate funding and” between the wébys and
“requiring.”

Mr. Barr:
basically recognizes the federal cutbacks and utigesGov-
ernment of Canada to restore adequate funding.

| agree with the mover of the motion that CBC isa
tional treasure, and as such, it deserves adefuwadeng to do
its job. The federal budget cut is $115 million otteree years.
To absorb the cuts, the CBC is cutting 650 jobs|uiting
some in the north, and is looking at cutting anadegvices to
deal with the cuts. There will be significant ctidsthe news
departments in English and French. Already, showgsbaing
cut, like Dispatches, which provides excellent jalistic cov-
erage of stories from around the world. Canadiamk Yukon-
ers are learning daily of the impacts of the febbralget cuts.
We know about the impacts of the cuts to the CBCthk pa-
per today, one story is about the impacts to thiec©bf the
Surveyor General, to the National Aboriginal Hedlttganiza-
tion and to the gutting of environmental assessmaes. We
know the impacts of the cuts to Katimavik, to thatiNnal
Roundtable on the Environment and the Economy,adsal on
the National Council on Welfare. We know that thare im-
pacts of these cuts to be felt in the Yukon in eohYukoners
losing jobs. There are job losses at the Surveyeme@l of-
fices, and | believe at Environment Canada andhatlocal
Revenue Canada office.

What's guiding the federal government’s cuts? Mtrngk
it is ideology. They want to make governments semaind
reduce government’s role in shaping a just socistyt driven
to pay for their corporate tax cuts? These cutstdoake sense
with the backdrop of the global economic recesshart, they
have to pay for their corporate tax cuts somehowe. Nive
issues with federal cutbacks and our amendmeneasés this
issue as it affects the CBC, in particular. | uafjlemembers to
support this amendment.

Ms. Hanson:
amendment, because | think it's important. As theniMer for
Mount Lorne-Southern Lakes pointed out — the o@dgiimo-

ured national icon. | remind — and | have said thé$ore in
this Legislature — the federal government in thel41990s,
the federal Liberal government of the day, madeadtting

| would just like to say that the amendmentcuts across the board. The CBC was cut $350 million

Those cuts continued over the years and similarlgnré |
understand and | would expect the Minister of Fasato be
somewhat empathetic to this because | have headops
ministers of finance speak to the cumulative impctederal
cuts that emanated in the mid-1990s. It was thehcap, but
we could never keep up. So we have some attemphato
through our territorial formula financing agreenwm@nd the
augmented amounts, but the substantive structheaige that
occurred in the cuts that were made to the teritdormula
financing in the mid-90s by the federal Liberal govment
have endured and they have certainly endured \WighCana-
dian Broadcasting Corporation.

| find it kind of ironic and, as my colleague frokfount
Lorne-Southern Lakes stated, there is a messageldkere.
We heard it reiterated yesterday by the MinisterEokrgy,
Mines and Resources with respect to certain membearsrtain
sector within the federal Conservative Party whe, ajuite
frankly, echoing and mimicking the language of tbenmenta-
tor, Ezra Levant, from Quebecor, Sun News. We héayds-
terday in this very Legislature. It's unfortunalehe CBC was
intended to be, and has served us all well, as aottspected
national broadcaster that gives us both a natitema and eye
and ear on the world. The national and internatioamponent
cannot be understated.

We go back and we spoke earlier last week in teris-
and I've heard over the years the commemorativeudsons
in here in terms of Canada’s war effort. Think abthe role
the Canadian Broadcasting Corporation played imsesf uni-
fying this country around our national war effdtts invalu-
able. To see it destroyed cut by cut by cut byderfal govern-
ment that has an ideology against a national strecdf any
kind is really quite shameful.

Going back to May of last year, on May 3, the coire

| am pleased to rise to speak to thisMinister of Heritage, James Moore, made a comntattgays,

“We believe in the national public broadcaster. e said
that we will maintain or increase support for thBC That is
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our platform and we have said that before and wecammit
to that.”

Mr. Speaker, they said it; they didn't deliver.fact, what
they have done is deliver a devastating blow toGheadian
Broadcasting Corporation. The amendment that thenibés
for Mount Lorne-Southern Lakes has put forward jods
doing the right thing. It's urging the Canadian deal
government to
corporation so that it can deliver on its mandateptovide
quality services to Canadians from sea to seadaolserge all
members to support this friendly amendment.

Hon. Mr. Cathers:
gin by first of all noting that, again, we see bdtie NDP
Member for Mount Lorne-Southern Lakes and the Leaife
the NDP taking comments out of context and creasirgpin
around them that is not reflective of what the memin fact,
said — in this case, my comments from yesterddfi@rHouse.
| would remind the member that, in fact, the positihat | laid
out on behalf of the government yesterday in theddads that
as far as the issue of the federal budget goesvilvieave it to
the federal government to determine appropriat®uress.
Whether or not relocating the CBC tower requireditaghal
resources and whether or not continuing CBC AM aiC
TV services in the Yukon — and again, CBC TV segsidn
both English and French — we will leave that defeation to
the federal government.

| will emphasize my statement from yesterday. Riimg
services to Yukon citizens is a lot more importdyan provid-
ing Portuguese language services to the peopleazilB

national it is understandable that perhaps therédgpvern-
ment could feel that there are areas that do net mvéh the
core CBC priorities. Again, that is really a matter the Par-
liament of Canada to determine. We are focusechemeeds
of the Yukon.

This motion is focused on urging the federal goweent
to make sure that the CBC does not reduce its Adiibraer-

restore adequate funding to the Crowmices and that it does not cease providing CBC Aldia ser-

vices. It encourages the federal government torenthat the
CBC relocates the Whitehorse tower. Again, astedtgester-
day, the government will assist them in finding aternative
site, as we did in the past when we provided setyear exten-

On the amendment, | have to be-sion to the lease. CBC, contrary to what the masiethe

amendment noted, has for quite some time interaledd pro-
viding the AM radio service.

That is a position that was opposed by the Houserde
and it is one that again we continue here to esprese gov-
ernment’s opinion is that we believe that the cmendate of
the CBC includes providing regional services inaarevhere it
is not attractive for the private sector to provilese services
and without which we would see no services to thoteens.
If the CBC ceases its AM service to Yukon citizemsthe AM
570 band provided through the Whitehorse towewauld be
very surprising to see a private sector company istand pro-
vide that service. That service will cease to exst is exactly
an example of the type of service that we belidwee rtational
broadcaster has a core role and duty to providéutmn citi-
zens.

Again, what | would note — | have just been pasaed
copy of the article from before and | would corrigctt wasn’t

In responding specifically to comments made by thdPeter Worthington who had written the article, baither was

Leader of the NDP — | will not waste a lot of tiroa that — |
do have to point out that, in fact, the member'seasons in
reference to Ezra Levant, and the suggestion tiratkkow we
were quoting from him, is incorrect. If the membeuld note,
in fact, the only reference that | made in quotingational re-
porter was from a column that Peter Worthingtoniputvhich
was featured in th&/hitehorse Staas well, and identified a
few examples of some of the areas that the CBCbbkas in-
volved in funding, such as Portuguese languageicss\to
Brazil, and a stake in Sirius Satellite Radio ofngo$12 mil-
lion.

Again, what | want to emphasize is that the cruthefmo-
tion tabled as presented by my colleague, the Meffaloé/Vat-
son Lake and supported by the government, is towage the
federal government not to reduce CBC servicesemtirth and
not to allow the CBC to reduce its current servites’ukon
citizens. Whether or not that can be done withia @BC’s
existing budget or requires additional resourcefiyés a mat-
ter for the federal government in scrutinizing aediewing the
budget to determine, in the view of the government.

So, again, contrary to the member’s assertionsgeovaot
support the federal government’s decisions arouRC’€
budget, but neither do we oppose them.

They are tasked with reviewing the budgetary neefds
CBC and certainly in light of some of the servitike Portu-
guese language services to Brazil through Radia@amnter-

it Ezra Levant, as the Leader of the NDP said. bliaote
again that CBC had been providing services in Batiiuguese
and Russian through Radio Canada International.a8ain,
whether or not those services should be providednmtter for
CBC and the federal government to determine.

Our focus as the Yukon government is in standinguogb
expressing our position that whatever else theonatibroad-
caster does, whatever the federal government dedgaraas
budgetary needs, we want to express the strongiqoso the
federal government that the Yukon should see naatgzh in
CBC services. AM radio should continue; CBC TV sdou
continue in both French and in English.

Again, Mr. Speaker, | will not spend long in speskito
the amendment. | would also note that, contratpéoassertion

made by the mover of the amendment — the Member for

Mount Lorne-Southern Lakes was making a numberseéml
tions about what he claimed | would support — | {dosay
that, virtually without exception, all of his asens are incor-
rect, and | think, come dangerously close to immutinotive,
contrary to our Standing Orders. | would point that if the
member actually read the motion that is presentech col-
league, the Member for Watson Lake, in talking atiba im-
portance of continuing CBC TV transmission servieesthe
member made the assertion that if Hockey Night andila
wasn’'t broadcast by CBC, then it wouldn’'t be aua#ato
Yukoners who can'’t afford cable and can’t affortefiae.
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Did the member not notice that what the motion kpda
— transmitting CBC services — if that CBC transnagasof
the signal ceases, again, whether or not CBC oaesino
broadcast Hockey Night Canada, Yukoners who doatteh
cable and don't have satellite will not see Hockdéight in
Canada, whether or not it's on CBC.

Again, in speaking briefly to this, | would notes noted
three years ago in this Assembly — and as a nurobeny
colleagues did the last time we discussed CBC mné&sson
services on a Wednesday — the two core elementdyothe
CBC should exist and should be funded by the Gowemnt of
Canada is to provide regional services in areas pleaple
would not otherwise see that service, like ruradaar of the
Yukon. Another reason is to provide culturally relet pro-
gramming that the federal broadcaster feels mayotiwrwise
be provided to Canadian citizens. Regional senticése north
are, in my belief, a core part of the very reasantlie CBC’s
existence. The CBC, | would point out, even wita thduction
of money, receives roughly $1 billion a year. libet if the
member will look at the budgetary numbers, he wadd that
the public broadcaster’s budget is bigger tharbiidget of the
entire Yukon Territory. We appreciate that theyéavsignifi-
cant area of the country to cover and that theypdwide
broadcasting services around the world.

But, again, the point of this motion, without thmend-
ment, is to simply urge the federal governmentaomhatever
is necessary to ensure that CBC within the Yukamtinaes to
provide both AM service and TV in French and Ergligve
will not be supporting the amendment presentedhleyMem-
ber for Mount Lorne-Southern Lakes because theménation
of whether or not the CBC has adequate fundindnoulsl have
additional funding provided really is one best lefthe federal
government.

Mr. Tredger:
Yukoner, one who strung a line along the riverbankthat |
could pick up AM radio. | think it's no questiomom what |
have heard in the House, about the importance of.Re
seen it bring together communities. It made a edfart to be
involved in the communities. It gives you a comntymeport
and reports on things that are happening in andnaraVhite-
horse and the Yukon.

CBC also brings us a national perspective and &tnia-
tional perspective. Sometimes they work in diffédamguages
because they work around the world. I'm not questig that; |
don’t know enough about it to question it. But | kisow that
CBC — when | travel around the world, people recogrit.
When | was in Europe, people talked about the pnogning
from CBC. Perhaps some of it was in their langudns, it
raised the image of Canada. It made it easier dlorboisiness
people and made it easier for our tourists.

To attack an entire corporation for one or two pangs
sounds a bit like cherry-picking to me. Howevem hot one to
call names. CBC is a Crown corporation. They depemdhe
federal government for their money. To say thatwest them
to do one thing, and to deny them funding, is tangje reality.

It reminds me of the services in Whitehorse sometim
when people in rural Yukon are told, “That serviseavail-
able,” but they need to spend $500 or $600 to gebitake
advantage of the free service. Asking the CBC tdope a
function without asking the government or urging tjpvern-
ment — the federal government — to support thatliig is
akin to doing nothing. We are giving them a littieral sup-
port, but we're asking them to do the impossiblbéope not,
because it seems evident that, despite protestatiothe con-
trary — and what I've heard many times is aboutgtesat rela-
tionship that our territorial government has witteit Conser-
vative counterparts in Ottawa. Now might be a titneuse
some of that goodwill, some of that influence, amde the
federal government to reconsider some of that fugpduit.

Again, we are saying one thing and changing whasaye
to fit our reality — not the real one. This amendini not
about the importance of CBC. We all recognize that] | have
heard members on both sides of the House speauesitig to
the importance of the Canadian Broadcasting Cotjooraboth
television and radio.

This is about ensuring that they have the adeduatés to
perform that duty. It is not inexpensive to servareas like
Yukon and Nunavut and the Northwest Territorieswideind-
land, or other areas, and we need to ensure thgthive the
funding to do that — not at the sake of local pemgming, not
at the sake of being able to phone up someonelin Coss-
ing or Haines Junction or Watson Lake and getthmgy ¢dom-
munity news. It takes time and it takes effort dhdakes
money.

| congratulate the CBC on what they've done. | wiozon-
tinue to encourage this government to work withrthte find
solutions. | also would urge the federal governntentestore
adequate funding so that they can fulfill their wate. So I'm
speaking in favour of this amendment, because peaking in

| speak to the amendment as a rurafavour of CBC.

Speaker: Are you prepared for the question on the
amendment?

Some Hon. Members:  Agree.

Some Hon. Member:  Disagree.

Speaker:
It sounded pretty equal.

Division
Bells
Speaker:  Mr. Clerk, please poll the House.
Hon. Mr. Pasloski: Disagree.
Hon. Mr. Cathers: Disagree.
Hon. Ms. Taylor: Disagree.
Hon. Mr. Kent: Disagree.
Hon. Mr. Nixon: Disagree.
Ms. McLeod: Disagree.
Hon. Mr. Istchenko: Disagree.
Hon. Mr. Dixon: Disagree.
Mr. Hassard: Disagree.
Ms. Hanson: Agree.

The Speaker is going to call division on that.
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Mr. Tredger: Agree. park for about, | do not know, an extra week, beeahe heli-
Ms. Moorcroft: Agree. copter could not come in, | had this little radso, | climbed up
Ms. White: Agree. to the top of the mountain and | did the same thirggrung up
Mr. Barr: Agree. some snare wire and the only shortwave signalltbatild get
Mr. Elias: Agree. was CBC. It was pretty unique, because it was yrb#d
Mr. Silver: Agree. weather and that was a unique personal experienaech. |
Clerk: Mr. Speaker, the results are seven yea, ningvould be remiss if — | remember all of my friends ©Id
nay. Crow, when we used to hear the anthem from HockigirtNn
Speaker: The nays have it. | declare the amendmentCanada on CBC on the TV, we used to run and ghident of
defeated. the black and white television in Old Crow and wetice play-

Amendment to Motion No. 163 negatived

Speaker: Is there any further debate on the motion?

Mr. Elias: Mr. Speaker, | would like to first of all
thank the Member for Watson Lake for bringing thetion
forward to the floor of the House today.

On May 6, 2009, | believe that we discussed the @BC
great length. | pulled fronlansard— | think it was over 22
pages of discussion on the CBC, so we have beenbe¢ore. |
do support the motion, and | think it is very imfamt for us to
send a united message to the Government of Camatl@BC
about how much Yukoners value the Canadian Brodidgas
Corporation in the north. | think the essence efiotion is to
urge the CBC and the federal government to sufftbyefund
the Canadian Broadcasting Corporation’s northerrvics
Across the north, CBC radio and television provessential
communications to our communities and to our sigwgitories
and, very well, our nation. | think that everyoresttheir own
favourite CBC story, and I'd like to speak aboutauple of
mine.

As | have mentioned in this House several timémd the
privilege of growing up out on the land for a sagial portion
of my youth — from March until June. The CBC wasian
credibly important communications tool for us, espky
fromm the outside world, whether weather or sporteews or
listening to the Gwitchin program or especiallytdising to
their request show. | believe that request show wasvhat
was it called? Blue Ice Afternoon, | think it waalled. It was
during the afternoon. No matter what we were damthe Old
Crow Flats, at my grandmother’s direction all wev&uld stop
and we’d turn on the radio and we’d listen to thguest show,
because we found out if someone was born. We fautdf
someone passed away. We found out if family wasg/.olée
found out what other muskratting camps were doBwit was
incredibly important. That was our lifeline to thetside world.
Just to give some perspective of how — | understdrel
Member for Mayo-Tatchun said he strung a line altvegriver
to receive reception. What we did was we used snae We
hooked snare wire together and we put it between ploles
and hooked it up to our radio.

So that is how we got reception out on the Old CFdais
and it was a vital service, basically, and it wasyvimportant
to many of the traditional camps out in the Old & felats.

Another thing that is important to mention is —stlé a
personal one as well — | used to be a senior paden for
Vuntut National Park and for some reason | waskstncthe

offs and listen to Bob Cole when he sends shivgrsyaur
spine calling the play-by-play on Hockey Night irar@ada,
especially when his first opening words every emgnivere,
“Good evening, everybody.” So it was pretty exajtin

The Member for Kluane asked me to do the 1987 &yanl
Cup final play-by-play today on the floor of the U@ between
the Edmonton Oilers and the Philadelphia Flyerguertime,
but | don’t know if | can do justice to it, becauseas actually
Bob Cole who did that. So I'll save that for anattay.

One of the other things that | will never forgetois Sep-
tember 11, 2001. My grandmother was still alivehat time. |
think it was 5:00 a.m. and she was hard of heatingmember
the radio blaring. | was sleeping, and then | &ig hice little
slap on the bottom of my feet and she said, “GeSgmething
bad is happening in the world.” Those were her wpst | sat
up. We had about 12 citizens from Old Crow in Wagton,
D.C., in Hawaii and various states doing the cagpddr the
protection of the calving grounds in the Arctic idatl Wild-
life Refuge in Alaska.

| jumped up and we set up CBC in the actual adimnazis
tion building in Old Crow. We had to find our ciéims and,
obviously, things were in a panic in the Lower W8 did get a
hold of them and got them safely back to the embas©t-
tawa via bus from Washington. It was CBC that medifor let
the world know in Old Crow the events that wereg®png on
9/11.

When | think of CBC | think of some of the past pko
who have worked in the territory on the CBC progsadanet
Patterson, Ron McFadyen, Pam Buckway and the dist gon
and on, and the present team that exists now. &bsiwe
would like to see that CBC radio and TV servicecbatinued
unencumbered and unaffected in our territory. khhat those
of us who live in remote communities expect thipetyof
unique investment and that should be continueelieve that
is all that matters. | think it is important foretflCBC and the
federal government to recognize that it's almosbirceivable
for a lot of remote, isolated northern communitiesnot be
able to access television and the AM 570 band.

It would be almost a life-changing experience. Tiedtow
important the CBC is. | think | stand here todayhelp the
effort in not allowing the CBC to reduce or omitogether
radio and television stations in the Yukon. It'sisgportant. |
think that there has been a high degree of trugterCBC over
the years when it broadcasts the weather, the neesports,
their cultural programs and their shortwave sews/is well.

| stand here today in support of the motion. | khit’s im-
portant for us as elected officials and parliameats to send
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the message that this is a requirement here iteotitory. We
appreciate the services of the Canadian Broadga€tarpora-
tion. So | would encourage all members to subnwfrthesti-
mony to the Legislative Assembly today. Thank you.

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: | thank the Member for Vuntut
Gwitchin for his comments. It's so true — | meettlwimy
counterpart tonight. 1 have a meeting with the memioom
N.W.T. we introduced in the House yesterday. 18l discuss-
ing this motion with him. I think this is very imgant across
the north. It has to be a united message to ountequarts in
the south at the federal level. We should strongle them,
and as legislators and as elected officials, | aotitat we need
to do this.

very, very remote areas. The transmission is sohrhetter
than FM, as we all know, and antennas can be built.

My story, as the Member for Vuntut Gwitchin and the
Member for Mayo-Tatchun discussed, we were at s end
of Frances Lake on a 10-day hunt, so we built aarara with
every piece of wire we could find and we could fiotl recep-
tion anywhere and then my friend hooked the radi®rana to
the chimney pipe and we picked up CBC. There arsynii-
ferent ways.

The idea and the reason this is so vital and inapoto us
is that it's for those people who are out on thella— the trap-
pers, the hunters, people out in the mining canmoistiae fish-
ing camps. Information being passed on through sofrtais
programming they have — we won’t be able to créssite

CBC North is the name for the Canadian Broadcastindridge as of next week. The ship comes in and bringthe

Corporation’s radio and TV in the Canadian Arctim going

to talk a little history and reasons why we needrge the fed-
eral government. Originally known as the CBC North8er-
vice, its first operations began in 1958 with rabimadcasts,
including the takeover of CFYK. Originally, that sva Royal
Canadian Signal Corps-owned community-run statiorY él-

lowknife, Northwest Territories. This began broastoay

shortly after the war in 1948. Around the same tithe CBC
took over CHFC in Fort Churchill, then an army canmp
northern Manitoba.

The station had previously run a variety of progsaim
cluding American AFRS shows. Peter Mansbridge 9smbst
distinguished alumnus. The station in Churchill veéssed in
the late 70s and moved to Rankin Inlet later. TRéE began
operations in Frobisher Bay — known as Iqaluit, B, to-
day — on February 6, 1961, the service initiallynsisted of
local programming in Inuktitut, English and Frenelgng with
news and other programs from the CBC network reckiia
shortwave.

With the advent of the Anik series of satellitesuKtitut
and English radio programs from CFFB became aduesti
most eastern Arctic communities. CBC North Radioriea
daily aboriginal language programs in Dene Sulifikgho,
North and South Slavey, Gwich’in, Inuvialuktun aimdiktitut.
The shows include news, weather, entertainmentpaode a
very vital service to the many people in northermn&da for
whom English is not their first language.

Whether in the Yukon or in the Northwest Territstien
CHAK in Inuvik, which serves the northern Beauf@elta
area, in Nunavut, which covers three time zones astegn,
central and mountain — or in Inuktitut regions obrithern
Quebec, the program service, the regular CBC R@xdtie pro-
gramming at many times during the day and diffetanes is
pre-empted to air local programming.

During the 60s, CBC North featured a mailbag progoe
Saturday evenings entitléthe Northern Messengerr remem-
ber my grandmother telling me about this. Sincel mhelivery
was rare in the north, letters were sent to CB@istuin Mont-
real, and they were read on the air to listenersome of the
settlements. | speak to the need today — this aeligi a vital
link to locals in these regions. You can receivie gervice in

four-wheeler that you ordered eight months agorinAactic
community; road closures; weather reports; andcairse,
whether you are at Squirrel Creek, Klukshu, Aishibillage,
or many other rural areas here — even in the Yuéamp-
grounds — you catch the AM radio and they talk akeotire
ban because it’'s extreme. This is how importarst igi

Near and dear to my heart and most Yukoners’ héarts
the Stanley Cup playoffs. Another good reason lig is hav-
ing updates on the hockey scores frelmckey Night in Can-
ada Everyone can find out how their teams are doingheir
quest for the Holy Grail of all sports, Lord Stayitecup.

I would really like to commend the member for biirgy
this motion forward, and | do believe we should sarp this
motion. We should remember those people in thehnand
across the north and we should be a united voidepah pres-
sure on the feds. So with that, | commend this omotirhank
you, Mr. Speaker.

Hon. Mr. Cathers: In rising to speak to the motion,
I'd like to again thank the Member for Watson Ldketabling
this motion. This is a matter — the CBC AM servige par-
ticular, but also, to an extent, the transmittdevigion service,
is something | heard about from a number of camestits over
the years, particularly when CBC was planning taseeits AM
service back in 2009. It's important to my congiits. I've
brought this issue before the House in the pastvatetl previ-
ously in favour of the motion in 2009, supportihg tCBC AM
service.

| thank the Member for Watson Lake for bringingward
this motion and also thank her for the opportumityassist in
the drafting of the motion to ensure that it reffethe key is-
sues that we are both hearing from our constituestsvell as
about the importance of the CBC, as most of usndegions
around the territory.

Again, what | would say in speaking to the main imois
that CBC service is very important to rural areathe Yukon.
The CBC’'s AM service, in particular, goes well baglothe
range of any of the FM transmissions or of CBCanpled FM
transmission. It goes well beyond the range of CKRWM
transmission and for many areas within the 483,80are
kilometres of the Yukon’s land mass. There are maanys of
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that, where the only possibility of receiving radiervice with a
radio is through the AM service provided by CBC.

People have come up with innovative, low-cost sohs
to allow them to listen to CBC's AM service. I'veedrd from
constituents who are north of Mayo, who are reog\CBC'’s
AM service from the Whitehorse tower through wraygpcoils
of copper wire around an AM radio to boost the algihere
are other innovative methods I've heard about fpmople and
have listened to, including hooking up a wire tstavepipe in
areas, perhaps not quite as far into the Yukonesildss as the
example | just gave.

But all of these are steps, where somebody canaalay
simple, very cheap, light AM radio, hook it up witblatively
little infrastructure and be able to have accesth¢onews and
have access to information about any pending orsiples
emergencies or issues that may exist. | would pmintthat if
you asked Yukoners how they learned about a numb#re
emergencies the Yukon has seen in the past, whietherfire,
floods or the September 11 situation — both the Néwwk
element of it and the Yukon’s own experience wi#7§ land-
ing in Whitehorse — a great many of the people would ask
would tell you, | think, that they heard aboutrivrh CBC, ei-
ther through the AM service or through CBC TV.

Using the September 11, 2001 terrorist attacksnasxa
ample, | know that | first heard about it from CBCAM ser-
vice on the shores of Lake Laberge, in an areavhatsignifi-
cantly beyond where CBC’s FM service reached. Véa thut
on the generator and watched it on CBC TV, trartsahibver
the airwaves.

This is just one personal example, but somethirg ith
very similar to the stories that many Yukoners wiotll about
their experiences about hearing about situatidkes3ieptember
11 or like forest fires that in some cases may éare posed a
risk to them or their property, floods and otheerg — all of
these things are very important things for peopliearn about.
Unfortunately, it seems that the CBC, in making isieas
based out of their Toronto office, does not alwfsis on the
Yukon’s needs as much as they should. What thisomai-
tends to do is raise the issue to the attentidhefederal gov-
ernment that this is a matter that goes beyondotatp cost-
cutting decisions by a publicly owned broadcadteis some-
thing that affects the information that is providedYukoners
within the territory.

It is important and has a connection to Arctic seignty,
which the federal government has identified aspagoority.
An important part of exercising sovereignty overaaea is the
ability to communicate and for the public to beocimhed of
events that go on, especially those events which pnesent a
risk to their property or personal safety. The nésvanother
part that should not be forgotten. As the Member\fantut
Gwitchin noted, it has also been important for thenmunity
connection. People have passed messages and erigatped-
ing information and wishes across CBC, providingirtiper-
sonal viewpoint and engaging through CBC North g@sd\M
service.

Again, another element | would stress in talkingtipa-
larly about CBC’'s AM service is the fact that itshaeen

roughly 60 years since the service was provided.aiender-
stand that steps are being taken and new techeslage being
developed, which, in some cases, may provide negyorbyni-

ties and, in some cases, better service to citizbos this

should not lead to decisions to abandon technaotfiat cur-
rently are the best possible way for people, esfiggbeople
who do not have a satellite dish, to find out infiation in cer-
tain parts of the Yukon; that people living in thesh and out
on lakes and in wilderness areas or people outatirtg or

fishing camps or engaging in — well, whether restdaunters
or First Nations out hunting, trapping or simplyjafing the

Yukon wilderness, there are very few that can @r evill take

a satellite dish with them.

For those who might suggest that services likelldatea-
dio are a solution to most of the Yukon, | wouldcenrage
people to take a drive north on the highway if tdepn't have a
boost antennae set up on the satellite radio. t caeak for
others, but | note that even when driving to Dawddose sat-
ellite radio service on my Sirius satellite radiois not avail-
able there; perhaps with a boost antennae or samgdtimight
be able to pick it up, but again, this comes agaificant cost
to subscribe to that service. Not all Yukoners danso. The
electrical capacity required to provide that sesvis beyond
what someone can have with a simple AM radio tlaatlbeen a
tried and true way that Yukon citizens for decadage been
able to get information if they were out on thedan rural
areas of the Yukon.

Again, | won’t be too much longer in speaking testmo-
tion. A number of my colleagues have made the patout the
importance of this service. | want to particuladgain ac-
knowledge the importance of CBC's AM service, esubg
but also the TV transmission, is something I've rdeabout
from a number of constituents and have consistesupported
the Yukon government encouraging the federal governt
and the CBC to determine what the necessary ressare to
continue to provide those CBC services to Yukoizeits.

Whether or not the federal budget for the CBC afgtdy
$1 billion is sufficient to enable them to move t6BC AM
tower that is currently in the area that will b&ea up by the
Whistle Bend subdivision — whether the CBC needsemo
resources or not is something that, again, | enipbage leave
to the federal government to determine. Sendingttiee mes-
sage that if they need to provide CBC additionabteces to
ensure that CBC continues to provide the servioe¥ukon
citizens that it does today then we support theoviging CBC
with those additional resources. If CBC can dedhviti inter-
nally through moving away from priorities such ke tnterna-
tional language programming — examples | gave aB&€ C
broadcasts in Portuguese, Russian, Arabic, Mandan
Spanish, and also owning a specialty channel orenasr |
know they own at least one and have a $12-millimkes in
Sirius Satellite Radio.

These are examples of some of the areas that CBC cu
rently engages in — things that do not relate & ttore ser-
vice of providing services in regional areas anavigling cul-
tural programming. We will leave those determinasido the
federal government. | do not know, and | don’t knewprofess
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to know, how many listeners receive those serviogave as
examples, and | will not presume to judge whetheseé ser-
vices should be continued or not. | will simplytetany posi-
tion that | believe firmly that all of those seregare less im-
portant than continuing to provide the same le¥eCBC ser-
vice in Yukon enjoyed by Yukoners today.

So | will be very strong on record, both as an Mai#d as
a minister of the government, in saying that we agking the
federal government, through this motion, to taketeker steps
are necessary to ensure that CBC services to Ycikiaens are
not reduced; and particularly and specifically ttswe that
CBC AM service is continued; and to ensure that ABCcon-
tinues to be transmitted over the airwaves in loiglish and
French in the Yukon.

Before wrapping up, | want to specifically thankteé
constituents — a number of constituents, as | roeet, have
provided information related to this over the yedrsvant to
particularly acknowledge Pete Beattie, who did bssantial
amount of work related to this and, in fact, brauégrward
some information which, in my opinion, raises rgakstions
about whether the CRTC fully understood the imghat the
reduction of CBC service would have within the Yokan-
cluding whether the corporate office of the CBC enstated
the impact on the Yukon population. Again, | jusk@owledge
his contribution in that area and thank all thestibnents over
the years who identified to me the importance ofoCirvice,
including constituents that just yesterday, whepopped into
Tim Hortons, asked me about this issue and weraspte to
hear that this motion was being brought forwardatod

Again, specifically referencing a statement madethy
NDP that suggested CBC'’s planned reduction of AMise
and the TV service were in response to federal éudgts con-
tained in this year's budget — that is absoluteigoirect.
Those plans were in place before. What | would ndgtke that
is the fact that CBC has known about the WhistladBsubdi-
vision development for well over a decade. Theyenaware
that the site was going to require relocating theet, if they
wished to continue the service.

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

Point of order

Speaker:  The Leader of the Official Opposition, on
point of order.
Ms. Hanson: Mr. Speaker, the minister opposite

misstating the facts. In my comments to the membpp®site,
| referenced specifically the impact of the budgets in the
mid-1990s — the $350-million structural cuts to t&BC,
which would have led to the same situation he iscdling
now — the cumulative impact of that — and then tod& are
talking about the $115-million cuts. But | spedifily refer-
enced that | was not making any sort of suggedtian the
decision to do that was related in 2009 becausg weren't
talking about the $115 million in 2009, but the imoations
going forward ...

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

Speaker’s ruling

Speaker:  Order please. It is not for the Speaker to de-
cide whose interpretation of the facts are coroeatot. There
is no point of order.

Hon. Mr. Cathers: I would point out to the Leader of
the NDP that points of order are not supposed taldmit en-
gaging in debate.

Speaker’s statement

Speaker:  Please remember to refrain from speaking on
my rulings. | have made my ruling. Please carrydth your
statement.

Hon. Mr. Cathers:
your ruling, Mr. Speaker.

I would note regarding the concerns raised by teader
of the NDP that | was referring to comments madéndxycol-
league — and she may wish to check the Blues ansihaa-
tion. | certainly will not dispute the member's es®n that
significant cuts made by the Liberals in office ntegve had
some impact on the CBC, but frankly, in this cdsdon't sit
and review the federal budget for the CBC and lahgoing to
speak to the decisions of either the current fédgreernment
or previous federal governments on whether thosigdtary
decisions were appropriate in meeting CBC's needs.

Our focus as a government in supporting this motgn
speaking to the issues that we know about, thatgb¥ukon
services, encouraging the federal government — esipimg
to the federal government that a reduction of CBSBsvice
area within the Yukon would have an impact on Yukiizens
and emphasizing and encouraging them to determhether
there may be additional resources necessary tae@BC is
able to provide AM services and CBC in both Englafd
French.

As the members will note, the motion presented pycot-
league, the Member for Watson Lake, specificallesimot
make any reference to whether the CBC has an atiequa
budget to continue to provide AM service and carirto
transmit in both English and French in the Yukogai, | will
state, as | have a few times in debate, becaush @i seems

a to be taking a very different view of things — limphasize
that we don’t judge the adequacy of the budgett Thap to

is the federal government and the Parliament of Canagawill
leave the Parliament of Canada to engage in paghigany de-
bate. Unlike the NDP, we will not simply clip thieetoric from
the federal level, as the NDP seems to be doingd,baimg it
into this Assembly.

In the interest of time, | will conclude my commgnt
commend the motion to the House. | encourage athibees,
including the NDP, to put aside their preferencedaspecific
reference or determination to the adequacy of daudgets
and recognize that there is value in the Yukon slegive As-
sembly standing up and unanimously saying to tbertd gov-
ernment that we want them to ensure that Yukonemsire to
have access to CBC AM Radio and CBC TV and thay the
should take whatever steps are necessary to etimairthe Ca-
nadian Broadcasting Corporation continues to p®vAM

| apologize for commenting on
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service, including relocating its Whitehorse towaed continu-
ing to broadcast CBC Radio One on the AM 570 baamdi
secondly, to continue to transmit CBC TV in bothgksh and
French in the Yukon.

Again, that is the motion presented by my colleagwery
much support it. | commend it to the House and hbjaé the
motion will pass unanimously today, and send ansgtreignal
to the federal government about the importanceooticuing
to provide the AM signal and the French and Englishsig-
nal, provided by the CBC to Yukon citizens. Thaokiy

Mr. Tredger: As | mentioned when | was speaking to
the amendment, | don’t think that there is any tjoaghe peo-
ple in the House recognize the importance of it. Yda all
reference times that we or our constituents werg theankful
that we did have CBC. However, the member oppdsite
made a number of incorrect statements, or statemdake to
be incorrect, that might be misleading the Legiskat—

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

Point of order
Speaker:
der.
Hon. Mr. Cathers: The member just got up and ac-
cused me of misleading the Legislature, which &ad/ con-
trary to Standing Order 19(h), | believe it is.

Speaker’s ruling

Speaker:  There is a point of order. The member did
say “misleading”. Use of the word “misleading” isparlia-
mentary. The fact that the member disagrees wéhtmister’s
statements is fine, but the member must not adous®f mis-
leading the Legislature. | would ask the memberetoact the
phrase.

Withdrawal of remark

Mr. Tredger: | will retract the phrase.

The member opposite’s facts may be distorted aakbtly
leave a false impression for other members of ggidlature.

He referred to — a number of times made ratheradep
ing remarks about the leadership at CBC and saadl fie
wasn’'t going to comment on the budget and partisutd the
budget and then proceeded to tell us about paati@rbgram-
ming and particular aspects of it. Unfortunatelyttte member
opposite, some of the facts that he used there margue and
when he referred to Sirius Satellite Radio, thatrignvestment

by —
Speaker:  Order.
Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)
Mr. Tredger: When the member opposite —

Unparliamentary language

Speaker:
minister’s facts were “not true”, the member is ugping the
minister's credibility and | cannot allow it. A mdmar may
dispute an interpretation of the facts, but memlsarsot say
or imply that the minister was lying. Again, I'lsk the member
to retract and rephrase.

Government House Leader on a point of or-

Order please. When the member says that thren

Withdrawal of remark

Mr. Tredger: I'll retract the statement.

The member opposite referred to Sirius Satellitdi®Ras
costing CBC. In actuality, CBC invested in Siriust&lite Ra-
dio when it was initially brought to the countrydakept it
alive, worked with it and entered into partnerséipthat areas
that didn’t have access — sometimes it was in ftibe and
sometimes it was in communities — would have access
through this.

That investment has repaid itself many times olvdon’t
have the facts before me because | was just reatiogt it the
other night but the initial investment has beerdzick at least
10 times.

So CBC has made an investment that has helpedhbié to
able to be fiscally responsible. It has investedhi@ market-
place and is making wise decisions. Having sait| thaelieve
in the CBC. | appreciate what the CBC has donei$oand | do
not appreciate the two-handedness with which lieisg dealt.
Thank you.

Hon. Mr. Nixon: It is actually with great pleasure that
I am able to speak to this motion in the Assembday. | have
a number of constituents who, in fact, work at CB&d | will
mention a couple of them here in my notes. | thhwekMember
for Watson Lake for bringing this motion forwardalso want
to thank the men and women from CBC for the goodkwtioat
they do.

We already know that CBC has broadcasted nationwide
for decades. | would also point out that over tbarg each and
every one of us has utilized CBC in one capacitgrosther —
I will get back to that point in a few minutes. Marlers, espe-
cially those living in remote areas, feel a conioecto the rest
of Canada through the CBC. In fact, it was in 186t CBC
shortwave service opened in the high Arctic.

Arguably, someone living in a place like Toronteafeels
a sense of connection to the rest of Canada thr@R@. In
1972, when | was only three years old, the Canadssid
hockey series was available because of the lauftthecAnik
satellite. Today in Whitehorse, we have CBC Whitsbopro-
viding radio services. CBC also has radio stationBlunavut
and radio and television in N.W.T.

Our local CBC personalities are like local celabsitfor
many. Roch Shannon Fraser, who one might arguetisny a
personality, but indeed a celebrity, is chargechwiaking us
up in the morning. His humorous approach to morrirngad-
casting is something that many, many Yukoners looward
to each and every morning. | also follow Roch onitier and
have watched some of his reviews and some of hégiduis
tweets since he signed on just a few short weeks gr me,
Roch Shannon Fraser is not only a welcome addibomy
orning, but he is also a constituent of mine.

Let's take a walk down memory lane. | can mentiba t
names of a few shows that will mean somethingtie Iiiffer-
ent to each of us: thRoyal Canadian Air FarceThe Beach-
combers;and taking us back to 1994pwdy Doody.

RemembeHowie Meeker’'s Hockey Schodtbwie was a
former Toronto Maple Leaf player and coach. Hisspas for
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the game and his rather direct commentary in hgb-pitched
voice will be forever remembered by many. | ceftaiwill
never forget growing up téMr. Dressup played by Ernie
Coombs, and his sidekicks Casey and Finnelyain.Dressup
was on the air from the mid-1960s to the mid-1980s.

Indeed, each of us can pinpoint one specific timeur
lives and are able to identify how the CBC playedirstegral
role in it. | recall as a small child my father cowp in from
milking cows in the barn on a Sunday morning. Hauldam-
mediately turn on CBC classical and big band musiwas
marching around the house with a bucket on my hieadging
pots and pans together. | indeed was the condoéttivat big
band. As | grew older — about 13 — my musical tastanged
somewhat. Growing up on a family dairy in midwestén-
tario, | also recall the CBC radio playing endlgdsl the barn
from an old AM/FM cassette radio hanging from & oai one
of the barn beams. | recall the old radio hungwale and was
always covered in cobwebs. | remember going tobtra for
morning and evening chores, taking my cassettestap®ink
Floyd, Deep Purple and Black Sabbath in the hoptlthould
rock out a bit during chores to something othenttraditional
CBC programming; however, my father disapprovednof
music in the barn. He claimed that CBC talk shond music
playing throughout the day helped improve milk proiibn for
our Holstein cattle. Indeed, to date, there hawntstudies on
how classical music just may be a factor in impcbwglk pro-
duction for cattle.

Another CBC personality breaking news to northesrisr
Leonard Linklater. Leonard is friendly and his tigb-the-
point approaches, | am sure, are appreciated by miawers
and listeners. | know from the perspective of teespn some-
times being interviewed, | sincerely appreciate nad’s ap-
proach and style.

Our CBC correspondents and staff are neighbours,
guaintances and people we see in the grocery sibthe ball
diamond, or in the chairs beside us as we watchchildren
perform. And perhaps they are friends.

I have had a unique friendship with a morning cepom-
dent, Ellen Jones, as she too has a son with auistonly is
Ellen a friendly voice in the morning bringing usebking
news, but she and her husband have also giventtimegrand
worked with me to form Autism Yukon. Ellen has giveuch
of her time to ensure the best for her son, my sad, many
other people dealing with autism within our comntynil
would like to thank her for her time and energy.

What four words are synonymous with CBC? Hockey

Night in Canada. Unlike me — | am only in my midifes —
CBC has indeed seen my Toronto Maple Leafs winaal8y
Cup. From Eddie Shack to Howie Meeker to WendelrlCla
and some of the most memorable games ever heleeiworld
and covered, CBC has been there.

In closing, | personally commend CBC specifically fts
ability to prioritize and move forward, as they badone before
and as others have done before when budgets amétiped.
It's fairly clear to me that not only does CBC lgiivukoners
together; it indeed links Yukon to the rest of Gdaal am

happy to support this motion today in this Assendiig again
thank the Member for Watson Lake for bringing tloisvard.

Speaker: If the member now speaks, she will close
debate. Does any other member wish to be heard?

Ms. McLeod: | want to, first of all, thank the Mem-
ber for Mount Lorne-Southern Lakes for bringingward the
amendment, and | understand where he’s coming figun.|
must ask for support of this motion as a stand@lootion, not
to be tied to the restoration of previous fedetading levels
for the CBC. It's just that important that we retaur AM ser-
vice. With that, | look forward to your support. ark you.

Speaker:
Some Hon. Members:

Are you prepared for the question?

Division.

Division
Speaker:  Division has been called.

Bells

Speaker: Order, please. Mr. Clerk, please poll the

House.

Hon. Mr. Pasloski:
Hon. Mr. Cathers:
Hon. Ms. Taylor:
Hon. Mr. Kent:
Hon. Mr. Nixon: Agree.
Ms. McLeod: Agree.

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: Agree.
Hon. Mr. Dixon: Agree.
Mr. Hassard: Agree.

Ms. Hanson: Agree.

Mr. Tredger: Agree.

Ms. Moorcroft: Agree.

Ms. White: Agree.

Mr. Barr: Agree.

Mr. Elias: Agree.

Mr. Silver: Agree.

Agree.
Agree.
Agree.
Agree.

ac

Clerk:

Speaker:
ried.

Motion No. 163 agreed to

Mr. Speaker, the results are 16 yea, nil nay.
The yeas have it. | declare the motion car-

GOVERNMENT BILLS

Bill No. 37: Act to Amend the Territorial Court Act —
Third Reading

Clerk: Third reading, Bill No. 37, standing in the
name of the Hon. Mr. Nixon.

Hon. Mr. Nixon: I move that Bill No. 37, entitledct
to Amend the Territorial Court Acbe now read a third time
and do pass.
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Speaker:
that Bill No. 37, entitledAct to Amend the Territorial Court
Act, be now read a third time and do pass.

Hon. Mr. Nixon: I've already discussed this bill in
second reading and in Committee of the Whole. halbintend
to repeat that discussion. | would, however, ligeréply to a
few items that came up during the discussion todiag. objec-
tive of these amendments to tRerritorial Court Actis to en-
sure that there are sufficient sitting judges t@tmbe demands
of the justice system and ensuring the integritg imeliness
of the administration of justice in Yukon.

There are three permanent judges in the Yukon tbegai
Court. There are 16 deputy judges who are qualifeedit in
the Territorial Court on an on-call basis. Eighttlebse deputy
judges sat in 2011-12. There were 86 sitting das 28 travel
days.

These amendments to thAerritorial Court Actsupport a
shortened and simplified process for the appointroédeputy
judges. The deputy judges are called upon as neetied a
permanent judge is unavailable or unable to heaatéer.

They are called upon to sit when permanent judgeset
available due to caseload or when no permanentjedg sit
due to conflicts. Because Yukon is a small jurisdig it does
happen regularly that all permanent judges, as donpnactis-
ing lawyers here, have represented one or anotiugy pn a
current case before the court. When that happbasjudge is
not able to hear that case. Deputy judges have beletted
from sitting or former provincial or territorial aot judges who
have gone through a thorough review of their crédlEnwhen
first appointed as judges. It reflects the curreuirement for
the appointment of deputy judges of the SupremertColu
Yukon.

Mr. Speaker, | am confident that these amendmérats t
are before you will have the effect of ensuring liighest stan-
dards for the administration of justice in Yukon keguiring
that deputy judges be retired judges of the tetataourt it-
self, or sitting or retired judges of another Caaadorovincial
or territorial court.

The amendments will also ensure that there is pedited
process for the identification of qualified persdaaosbe deputy
judges. | am very pleased to be bringing these dments
forward today. Thank you.

Speaker: s there any other debate?

Motion for third reading of Bill No. 37 agreed to

Speaker: | declare the motion carried and that Bill No.
37 has passed this House.

It has been moved by the Minister of Justice

Speaker:  Mr. Commissioner, the Assembly has, at its
present session, passed certain bills to whiclthénname and
on behalf of the Assembly, | respectfully requestryassent.

Clerk: Act to Amend the Liquor Act; Act to Amend the
Territorial Court Act; Act to Amend the Financiat/inistra-
tion Act.

Commissioner:
ated by the Clerk.

| hereby assent to the bills as enumer-

Commissioner leaves the Chamber
Speaker resumes the Chair
| will now call the House to order. Please be

Speaker:
seated.

GOVERNMENT BILLS

Bill No. 5: Third Appropriation Act, 2011-12 — Second
Reading — adjourned debate

Clerk: Second reading, Bill No. 5, standing in the
name of the Hon. Mr. Pasloski; adjourned debateHban. Ms.
Taylor.

Hon. Ms. Taylor: As | was saying — | think it was
back on March 21, if I'm not mistaken — this suppéntary
calls for sums in the amount of just over $7.5 i) to be
offset by sums not required of just over $10 millidor a net
expenditure reduction of approximately $2.5 millioks the
Minister of Finance was speaking to this bill earlthat day,
this again reflects net financial resources witthie budget of
the Government of Yukon.

It reflects the dollars in the bank or, so to spdhk net
surplus, which continues to enable the Governméntukon
to continue to invest in infrastructure that is@btely integral
to the continued growth of the territorial economagd, of
course, adds to the quality of life that we as Y have
come to know. There are two primary expenditure$iwiEn-
ergy, Mines and Resources as well as Environmetmenit
comes to Energy, Mines and Resources those expesslite-
flect the remediation related to type 2 mine sit@§.course,
when one looks at this current budget, the 2012e5®urces
that we are debating, it also reflects about $5llianihoused
within the current fiscal year. It is a significaekpenditure
indeed and it is, of course, multi-faceted as well.

When we look at the other expenditure, environmdita
abilities, this is really following the advice oftal by the Of-
fice of the Auditor General. Of course, this is sthing that
our government has taken very seriously and haslagion by

We are now prepared to receive the Commissioner Qfreating the site assessment and remediation aunitdd within

Yukon, in his capacity as Lieutenant Governor, itte gassent
to bills which have passed this House.

Commissioner Phillips enters the Chamber, annourmed
the Sergeant-at-Arms
ASSENT TO BILLS

Commissioner: Good afternoon. Please be seated.

the Department of Environment, which will undertakeum-
ber of assessments pertaining to each of our emvieotal
liabilities, to be followed then with a revisediesite of those
liabilities and booked as such. This expenditufieces those
very expenditures.

| won't go on at great length, because | do knoat tither
members perhaps want to talk about this bill. Agaijust
thank the members of the Assembly for their comméhts
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far. | know that there have been some reflectethbyMember
for Vuntut Gwitchin and others. So we certainly kdorward
to hearing more when it comes to this particuldr bi

Ms. Hanson: | just want to make a couple of very brief
comments on th&hird Appropriation Act, 2011-12 think we
all agree that legislative scrutiny of these arldeatimates is
important but, as the minister opposite mentiorveeire talk-
ing in this supplementary about an essentially venyall
amount given the overall estimates. The key istthede are for
2011-12. It's passed. We will be reviewing thesedetail
through public accounts come this fall. My focusaally that,
as all of us have said in this Legislative Assemblg don't
want to spend a lot of time on what was passed .fatteof the
matter that we're coming back to it speaks to #u lof overall
scrutiny. We've seen that as a worrying trend ia kst few
years. We had hoped to try to cooperate with mesniygposite
when there were motions brought forward which weady
supported. When the indication is that the Officigposition
does support it, to see us use our valuable timenoweing that
to closure of that debate and just getting on il fact and
celebrating the fact that we do agree on numbersatfers is
unfortunate. We saw in the main estimates in 20094t 27
percent of the $1-billion budget — $273 million —ever re-
ceived a legislative scrutiny.

The main estimates for the very supplementary buithge
we are talking about here today — $460 million;p&8cent of
the $1.075-billion budget — those departments wese de-
bated. In 2010-11, I correct myself, Mr. Speaked the main
estimates for 2011-12, which we are speaking tostigple-
mentary for that year — although we have suppleargnin
the other ones too — 27 percent or $293 milliorad$1.09-
billion budget were not debated.

| raise this because | am concerned. We have aipted
Economic Development, Tourism and Culture, and \&eeh
had some partial and good discussion on JusticHagtdvays
and Public Works. We have had some brief — welkolld
not say quite so brief — on Education; it was gaod thor-
ough, but we still have a fair amount to go theréerms of the
actual progress through the budget. Community Sesvi
started and Women'’s Directorate started. We haveéouched
on the Executive Council Office nor on Energy, Minand
Resources, and | would note that Energy, MinesResburces
has not been touched in terms of legislative delma910-11
or in 2011-12. Mr. Speaker, Highways and Public Mgo+ it
was good that we got partially through that, but esre En-
ergy, Mines and Resources. Environment is a key trat is a
concern to many Yukoners. We also have Financeljd8br-
vice Commission, Yukon Development Corporation, dmk
Housing Corporation, Yukon Liquor Corporation, Eiens
Office, Ombudsman and Child and Youth Advocate.

We have a job to do here moving forward and making
that as if we were in the equivalent of in a busiéhe board
of directors — and I've said this before — if were¢he board
of directors of a business we would not be appwarbillion-
dollar budget without detailed debate and scrutiviykoners
want to see us do that and so to that end, wesimiply en-

courage all members to move forward on this andidith the
facts of 2012-13.
Motion for second reading of Bill No. 5 agreed to

Hon. Mr. Cathers: I move that the Speaker do now
leave the Chair and that the House resolve into i@Gittee of
the Whole.

Speaker: It has been moved by the Government House
Leader that the Speaker do now leave the Chairtlaidthe
House resolve into the Committee of the Whole.

Motion agreed to

Speaker leaves the Chair

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE

Chair (Ms. McLeod): Committee of the Whole will
now come to order.

Before us today is Bill No. 5Third Appropriation Act,
2011-12 Do the members wish to take a brief recess?

All Hon. Members:  Agreed.

Chair: Committee of the Whole will recess for 10
minutes.

Recess

Chair: Order. Committee of the Whole will now come
to order.

Bill No. 5: Third Appropriation Act, 2011-12

Chair: We are opening debate on Bill No. Bhird
Appropriation Act, 2011-12

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: I'm pleased to introduce Bill No.
5, Third Appropriation Act2011-12 also referred to aSup-
plementary Estimate No, & Committee of the Whole.

Based on conversations we've heard, | think thexehsll-
ingness to proceed promptly through Committee debht
would just like to add to comments that have beaden

Wednesdays have traditionally not included any gove
ment business. In fact, they have been an opptyttori mem-
bers of this Assembly to express their opiniongt@motions
of the day. Certainly we have had a record durig tegisla-
tive Assembly of expediting and in fact moving tysnforward
in a manner where we have shortened motion dayslieg
the business of the House to resume, in terms eofgtivern-
ment business.

| would only say that the member from the Offic@ppo-
sition talks about some good discussion and | thiehl let the
Blues be the record of what has happened to daterims of
moving forward. As you are aware, Madam Chair, \tehaaid
that there is a responsibility of the oppositionbtedget their
time wisely in the attempt to be able to have distan on all
matters that are important and worthy of discusdignthe
members opposite. | would only need to perhaps tpoirn
some of the NDP debate that occurred on the amemntdnie
the Liquor Act and many examples of multiple, repeat ques-
tions as well.

So | think we all can see the usefulness of coirtgnuo
debate as much of this budget as can be debatddyvarare
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certainly willing to move forward with that. Thehird Appro-

deem all clauses, schedules and the title of Bill Bl entitled

priation Act, 2011-12 provides for sums required of $7.573 Third Appropriation Act, 2011-12ead and agreed to.

million, consistent with the amount previously itiéad in the
special warrant. While the Legislature conductsbitsiness, a
special warrant ensures that government officialgetthe reg-
uisite legal authority to make the expendituresegated and
entrusted to them. The members will have the oppdst to
raise questions in general debate if desired. Ttwrel do not
plan to go into any great detail at this time.

The Third Appropriation Act, 2011-12provides for
$7.573 million for increased expenditures as idiemuti under
the sums-required column, offset by sums not requiof
$10.062 million. I will limit my comments to the 1s re-
quired.

For the Department of Environment, $3.15 milliorpi®-
vided to recognize a reasonable estimate of theefdovent of
Yukon’s known environmental liabilities identifigdrough the
assessment work undertaken in 2011-12. For therbeeat of
Energy, Mines and Resources, an additional amotijush
under $2.6 million is provided with respect to refia¢ion ef-
forts related to type 2 mine sites.

This multi-year initiative continues to be of sificant im-
portance to Yukoners. The additional amounts reguifor
these two departments represent the major itenhsded in the
special warrant and are identified under the swemstired col-
umn.

Sums required are, as mentioned earlier, offseitdigs
not required and also by revenue adjustments. mtiwidual
ministers can speak to all changes reflected irStiygplemen-
tary Estimates No. 2uring line-by-line debate. In summary,
Supplementary Estimates No.ré&flects increased O&M re-
quirements of $6.797 million, decreased capitauireents
of $9.286 million and increased revenues of $4sdlfon.

Our net financial resource position remains positiVhis
is a most enviable position. While most provina@ald territo-
rial governments have net debt, this is not thes ¢gasyukon.
As a measure of our future revenue requirementspositive
net financial resource position means that we hatemort-
gaged the future. If | may: we are building the lpamot break-
ing the bank. Future revenues will be used forriifarograms
and services. Future revenues will not be requeaffset cur-
rent programs and service expenditures.

Our government continues to pay as we go. Yukooans
be very proud of how our Yukon Party government imeasn-
aged the fiscal framework. We have maintained @ngavac-
count while continuing to provide significant antasegic in-
vestments on behalf of Yukoners. Our future is HirigAs |
have stated, our positive net financial resourcstipm repre-
sents a measure of our resources available foprilndsion of
future programs and services. We are, indeed, dinfip well-
positioned for the future.

As the Minister for Finance, | am pleased to preska
supplementary estimates for consideration by thgidlative
Assembly in Committee of the Whole.

Mr. Silver:
quest the unanimous consent of Committee of the |&Vim

Unanimous consent re deeming all clauses,
schedules and title of Bill No. 5 read and agreedt o

Chair: Mr. Silver has, pursuant to Standing Order
14.3, requested the unanimous consent of Committethe
Whole to deem to all clauses, schedules and feeofitBill No.
5, entitledThird Appropriation Act, 2011-12Zead and agreed
to. Are you agreed?

All Hon. Members:  Agreed.

Chair: Unanimous consent has been granted.

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: I move that Bill No. 5, entitled

Third Appropriation Act, 2011-12 be reported without
amendment.
Chair: It has been moved by Mr. Pasloski that Bill No.

5, entitledThird Appropriation Act, 2011-12e reported with-
out amendment.
Motion agreed to

Chair: We're going to continue with general debate on
Bill No. 6, Vote 3, Department of Education. Comtiesit of the
Whole will recess for five minutes.

Recess
Order. Committee of the Whole will now come

Chair:
to order.

Bill No. 6: First Appropriation Act, 2012-13 —
continued

Chair: We will be continuing debate dfirst Appro-
priation Act, 2012-13Vote 3, Department of Education. Is
there any general debate?

Department of Education —continued

Hon. Mr. Kent: | believe that the Member for Mayo-
Tatchun was up and perhaps if he did have a questiche
end of the day yesterday, if he could ask that efagain, that
would be great.

Mr. Tredger: I might have. | believe | was talking
about First Nation language and culture before wdeahve. |
know this is a critical element of Yukon educatitinis a criti-
cal element for the First Nations of our territoAgain, | un-
derstand that the minister has received an ingitafrom the
chiefs to come to a meeting. | am wondering whaitd kof
measures we have, what kind of data we have cetlesb that
we can verify what is working and what is not waoiki

In terms of the First Nation languages, they hagenbin
our schools for quite some time, and | believe kwsking a
guestion around the amount of instruction per wareger day
— however the minister wants to report that. Alsaye there
been any measures of how much our students arpirigar
When we go through French immersion, we come oedlspg

Pursuant to the Standing Order 14.3, | rethe language. Are there any indicators as to howynud our

students who are going through the native langpaggram —
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and in many cases taking 13 years of it — can sgeeik lan-
guage when they graduate?

Hon. Mr. Kent:
member's questions, earlier today in Question Eeriomay
have misspoke. | will review the Blues. But in aesivg the
Member for Klondike’s question with respect to whets the
school calendars, | may have mistakenly said thatais the
responsibility of the school councils. It is actyahy responsi-
bility, as minister, and the school councils hampartant input
into that process. That is just to correct the rédor members.
Again, | will review the Blues when we get to that.

I would like to thank the department officials fguickly
getting back with responses to some of the memiogiestions
from yesterday and with respect to the questiongi$teasked
regarding First Nations. Maybe I'll just go throutifem one by
one.

The first question asked: How do First Nations daiee
if native language instruction is working?

So, with respect to that, the First Nations cankwbrough
the school growth process — a process designedtk @ol-
laboratively with staff and community to improveetBuccess
of each Yukon student. The process is founded erptinci-
ples of inquiry, collaboration and respect for tmcial and
cultural diversity in Yukon. Staff, school councilschool
boards, parents, the First Nation community, elderd stu-
dents are expected to work together to make pldetermine
appropriate actions and monitor progress to impreseilts.

In some cases, there are specific partnership genaants.
For instance, the Champagne and Aishihik First dveti
Southern Tutchone bicultural program is a bilingaadl bicul-
tural program intended to increase the level oftlseun Tut-
chone content and perspectives in the St. Elias mamity
School. As a pilot project, it will be reviewed aedaluated. If
the project proves successful, the foundation aachéwork
may be expanded to incorporate more grade levelsised as
a model for other Yukon communities. A partnerspipject
plan was signed by the Department of Education @hdm-
pagne and Aishihik First Nations in February 200%is
agreement outlines the principles and performarnetsgf the
project, as well as detailing the project evaluatimeline.

Yukon First Nation Education Advisory Committee ad-

vises on all First Nation programming issues inElepartment
of Education.

The second question that came up: Who does theaval

ing?

Native language teachers are part of the Yukon Heyac
Association and are being evaluated in three-yeerements,
similar to any other member of the YTA. The Counafl
Yukon First Nations did a review on language pragrang in
2010. At this point, the department is still wafito enter into
consultations on the report. The evaluation of progs falls
within the school growth process. As such, a coltative
evaluation process is used with school boards anddil trus-
tees and members, First Nation representativegnfsr stu-
dents, teachers and school administrators to pidnsat goals
for improved student performance.

The department ensures that the actions outlinethén
school growth plan and the recommendations fronoaiche-

Just quickly, before | respond to the views are implemented and lead to improvement. eSR10,

all schools are on a continuous school review cggkry three
years and schools are expected to respond to teenreenda-
tions in their annual school plans.

The third question asked by the Member for Mayo-
Tatchun: How is that information shared with thkevant First
Nation?

The Department of Education’s First Nations Program
and Partnerships unit is responsible for facilitatthe devel-
opment of appropriate Yukon First Nation curriculamd sup-
porting resource materials. The unit works in panship with
the Yukon First Nations curriculum working group tie
Yukon First Nation Education Advisory Committee dnsure
validity, accuracy and authentic voices in all mials devel-
oped. The working group is representative of easigllage
group in the Yukon. The First Nation Education Asbry
Committee advises on all First Nation programmisguis in
the department. The Yukon Native Language Centageshits
training information on their website. They alsmdédheir re-
ports to the Council of Yukon First Nations as pom to the
First Nations groups who are part of CYFN.

As required by théeducation Actlanguage teachers are
required to provide comments and marks for studehts par-
ticipate in the language program. The languagehtyacare
also available to meet with parents to discussptiogress of
their students with language learning. Again, fostmembers,
please note that an assessment framework and @walt@ols
have not been developed to date by the YNLC orRhblic
Schools branch. | will provide a copy of this tot momly the
Member for Mayo-Tatchun but also the Educationiciitom

the Yukon Liberal Party. I'll send copies down tamoov
morning. Thank you.
Mr. Tredger: | appreciate that answer and thank you

for that from the minister.

One of my concerns, of course, in terms of wanéngay
to measure progress is that, lacking that, we gncelying on
anecdotal information. That can be quite unreliadhel put
quite a lot of pressure on our classroom teachecause they
have no means to refute any concerns.

The school growth process — it would be importdnt,
think, to ensure that First Nations and the peaplelved in
the communities understand that, at the same timé the
school growth plans are being made, it also indugiest Na-
tion programming and that chief and council, thealoschool
council and parents can get involved and have arsthat. To
that end, | would ask if the minister would takattinforma-
tion when he goes to the next meeting with thefstaad share
exactly what he shared with us. | think it wouldagtong way.

A couple more things on the native language cultare
of the things | found is that the native languagachers are
often trained in teaching in a classroom and lagguastruc-
tion within the classroom, and just learning ordmaing com-
fortable in a school setting.

It is important to give them training in experieftteach-
ing, as well as just classroom instruction, so thay can feel
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the confidence and move from the confidence sottiet can
go from there to be able to incorporate experiéméarning
into the classroom.

Much of the instruction, as | said, that they areeiving is
geared to the classroom instruction rather thathé whole
cultural situation. | know that there are some ®$fdo move
away from that but | would encourage the governntergro-
vide support for the First Nation instructors, anda sense,
giving them permission to take their students aud experi-
ence a wider culture.

What | have heard from many of the First Nationshist
language is culture and culture is language andetioras in a
classroom, we separate that. Your example of tluatsdin in
Old Crow and the situation in Haines Junction ageyvgood
examples of integrating the experiential and thessioom.
That type of model could be used throughout théegys

Seeing the time, Madam Chair, | move that we repoot
gress.

Chair: It has been moved by Mr. Tredger that the
Chair report progress.

Motion agreed to

Hon. Mr. Cathers: I move that the Speaker do now
resume the Chair.
Chair: It has been moved by the Government House

Leader that the Speaker do now resume the Chair.
Motion agreed to

Speaker resumes the Chair

Speaker: | will now call the House to order.
May the House have a report from the Chair of Cottei
of the Whole?

Chair’s report

Ms. McLeod: Mr. Speaker, Committee of the Whole
has considered Bill No. 5Third Appropriation Act, 2011-12,
and directed me to report the bill without amendm€&ommit-
tee of the Whole has also considered Bill NoFisst Appro-
priation Act, 2012-13and directed me to report progress.

Speaker:  You have heard the report from the Chair of
the Committee of the Whole. Are you agreed?

Some Hon. Members: Agreed.

Speaker: | declare the report carried.

Hon. Mr. Cathers: Mr. Speaker, | move that the
House do now adjourn.

Speaker: It has been moved by the Government House
Leader that the House do now adjourn.

Motion agreed to

Speaker: This House stands adjourned until 1:00 p.m.
tomorrow.

The House adjourned at 5:26 p.m.



