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Yukon Legislative Assembly
Whitehorse, Yukon
Thursday, April 19, 2012 — 1:00 p.m.

Speaker: I will now call the House to order. At this
time, we will proceed with prayers.

Prayers

DAILY ROUTINE

Speaker:  We will proceed at this time with the Order
Paper.
Tributes.

TRIBUTES
In recognition of Earth Day

Hon. Mr. Dixon: This Sunday, April 22, will be the
42" year that people have taken the time to reflecarmhcele-

with Yukon College to underscore the climate charggmarch
being carried out in Yukon and show the internatlaudience
why Yukon is an excellent place to conduct climetange and
cold-climate research.

While it was the young people in the 1960s and $9WiBo
embraced Earth Day, so too the young people ofyiockan-
cerned about climate change and the type of wdwdy will
live in years from now.

Engaging youth in climate change issues has beembn
the many activities carried out by the Climate QGieusecre-
tariat over the years. This year the secretariainpeed with
BYTE, Bringing Youth Toward Equality, which produte
video to get youth input on climate change actiongukon.

As | mentioned earlier in the session, we will belaem-
ing delegates from across the circumpolar nortthéointerna-
tional youth Eco Forum on Climate Change. The thdme
“Creating Balance in our Changing Climate”. It piiegs to be
an exciting opportunity for the young people torfeaur con-

brate Earth DayThe original Earth Day was in 1970, and it cerns on how our part of the world is feeling tffeets of cli-

was an American event that became a success bechtise
spontaneous grassroots response. Many events warized
by local community groups and university studeiatsgd that
tradition continues to this day in countries arouhd world.
Some consider that movement in 1970 as the birtheofnod-
ern environmental movement. Earth Day events aendfited
as the starting point for environmental conceptt #re now
part of our daily lives — recycling, clean energlean water
and climate change.

mate change. My hope is that when they think otlE&ay
next year, they will remember what they saw andeerpced
here.

The Climate Change Secretariat has also champianed
new annual environmental stewardship award to caieba
Yukon government employee who makes the effortctieae
a more environmentally sustainable workplace thhoirgie-
pendent actions or by encouraging others to takeracThis
award gives practical effect to Environment Yukovédue that

The Yukon government's response to climate chasge iwe are the stewards of the environment and adbheénpublic

being highlighted in Quebec City at a Northern Forwork-
shop hosted by the Province of Quebec. As welpasling to
the workshop’s theme of climate change in nortteerad Arctic
regions, we'll also outline our efforts to findirgplutions to
permafrost degradation.

Staff of the Department of Highways and Public Work
will be there to present a report on the permafresearch
work this government has done on the Alaska Highwegr
Beaver Creek. This climate change research, begumykears
ago using 12 different test sections along the Wigh will
help us and other northern regions meet the cartsiny main-
tenance and cost challenges associated with perstafbver
the long term, we want to have options so we catigate
permafrost degradation.

The Climate Change Secretariat director is algbaitcon-
ference to report on the Yukon government's inited to en-
able effective adaptation to the changing climéte.will out-
line the climate change impacts we are experienbarg, and
how they are threatening the structural integritybaildings
and highway infrastructure, impacting on commusitiend
traditional ways of life, damaging heritage sitesl &ncreasing
risks, costs and impacts of forest fires.

Next week we will be participating in the Intermatal Po-
lar Year Conference in Montreal, along with 2,00t and
Antarctic researchers, policy-makers and decisiakars.
They will be joined by a broad range of interestepresenta-
tives from academia, industry, non-governmentahoizations
and circumpolar communities. We will be sharing thogpace

interest. The current plan calls for the award égbesented in
December, with the winner receiving a certificatel @ one-
year Yukon parks annual camping permit.

Whether you live in Dawson City, St. John, New Brun
wick, the Republic of Congo in Africa, Bangkok, Tlaad or
any of the 192 countries across the world, youlimone of the
billion people who will find an activity or an everelated to
Earth Day.

Across Canada, in every province and territory,pbeare
being encouraged to carry out one small act in whkiey can
make a difference — using tap water in your owrtleatr re-
placing incandescent light bulbs with compact fasment
bulbs, walking, cycling, carpooling and using palttansporta-
tion, reducing idling and maintaining correct messure when
driving. We all know that every day should be Edbidy and
that we as individuals can make a difference, wérethis in
adopting energy efficiency initiatives so that wancadapt to
climate change impacts here. Thank you, Mr. Speaker

Ms. White: | rise on behalf of the Official Opposition
to pay tribute to Earth Day. Mr. Speaker, Earth Dag been
observed around the planet for the last 42 yedrs.féunding
of Earth Day was set against the backdrop of RaClaeton’s
seminal work,Slent Spring, a work that exposed the linkages
between blind obedience to technology and developrein
this case, pesticide use, and the very real anctemded con-
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sequences inflicted on the environment and theeeafipon our-
selves. Imagine a spring without bird song.

Mr. Speaker, it was also a time when the testinguaiear
weapons, the extinction of species and the wangstruaiction
of habitat forced upon us a growing realizatiort the are con-
nected in deep ways to the health of our planet.

We know that without a healthy environment, we @dnn

have a healthy society or a healthy economy. Thisatedge
is now a regular part of our conversation. Whatteratnow is
that we care and, therefore, we act.

Today | would like to focus on our connectionshe tand
and the planet. All of us have a favourite plackgther it is
that spot in your backyard with a bird feeder, adbein dap-
pled light or that lookout with views that go orrdger. It may
be a favourite creek running with grayling or it yniae that
biking trail. It could be a small, localized plage pristine wa-
tershed. We have a connection to those spots;sihegk to our
soul. They represent a bond between the persothandnd, a
recognition that we are not just an isolated bodly & part of
the greater whole.

Here’s a Zen poem that captures this thought:

“Mountains are mountains, rivers are rivers.

“Mountains are not mountains, rivers are not rivers

“Mountains are again mountains, rivers are agaiers.”

We see a mountain as a separate thing, but wetodeakie
a step back and see the mountain and the riveedinkon-
nected or even blurred together before we canteembuntain
or the river as it is really is. This connectiordahese special
places are the things that we hold dear. Thesdaharehings
that we desire to protect and sustain when we caielEarth
Day.

Mr. Elias:
to pay tribute to Earth Day 2012. Earth Day isltrgest, most
celebrated environmental event worldwide. More thixnmil-
lion Canadians join with millions of people all e world
in staging events and projects to address locar@mental
issues and celebrate the importance of our planetisral sys-
tems. Earth Day is a time to honour our planetlaig things
that inhabit it and to inspire awareness and ajgien for
Earth’s environment.

Today, as we celebrate our Earth’s many gifts, westm
renew our personal commitment to support and reéspec
environment. In Canada, Earth Day has grown tohB&feek
and even Earth Month to accommodate the profusi@vents
and projects. In Yukon, Biodiversity Awareness MgnhNa-
tional Wildlife Week, the Celebration of Swans dfarth Day
are all part of our celebrations in honouring oovieonment
and raising our awareness of environmental issues.

The world continues to face climate and environmlent

change and changes in the way land is used. Weuarently
surrounded by environmental challenges as our daitjons
contaminate, pollute and degrade the Earth’s enmient that
humans and wildlife depend on to survive.

The Earth belongs to all of us, and we must dematest
our commitment to help protect and sustain it. Wéhie north
are the barometer of climate change and global wmay,mvhich

is a threat to our environment. One place of nstehiviously
the Arctic. It is warming twice as fast as the relthe globe.
We have entire ocean regions that have previouesty lzlosed
to the world now opening up.

A changing climate means insects as well as plants
other animals that have not traditionally been he horth,
thanks in part to our cold waters, will be ablentigrate from
the south and can have a profound effect on ouir@mment.
Extreme weather is also on the rise and signsimiaté change
are very evident, not only here, but all over thald: We live
in a fragile society that depends on Mother Eaothits boun-
ties.

We must work hard to improve the ailing state of ou
world’s environment and become better stewardsuofland.
We must educate our young people about the planimals
and ecosystems and the role that each plays ireovron-
ment. Our children learn from the examples we cetifem.

We would like to congratulate the Yukon Conservatio
Society and acknowledge the dedication and hark wbthe
society and many other environmental NGOs and thairn-
teers. We thank you for your contributions to comaton and
bringing environmental initiatives to the forefrorthereby
helping protect our territory’s environment. Thaydu also to
the many Yukoners who contribute each and everytdayo-
tecting our environment. We also recognize and khaar
schoolchildren and schools throughout the territwho par-
ticipate each year in Earth Day. With our youngpglesemind-
ing us to care for the Earth, there is hope forfttiere. Let us
pay tribute to our planet and work hard to achigJocal solu-
tions.

| encourage all Yukoners to be responsible citizams be
respectful of our environment by being more conseiof the

| rise today on behalf of the Liberal caucusway that we use our energy, water and fuel consiompBYy

reducing, recycling and reusing, we can help degr@ar own
carbon footprint. We must all do our part to protdtother
Earth for the next generation and for generationsmne.

Something that resonated with me — | believe it ask
in 1997, when | was Canada’s youth representatbrettie
United Nations on the Conference on the EnvironnremMew
York City, | was approached by a Mohawk — | beliégvwwas a
Mohawk elder — and he said that everything in ieovay
expresses a vitality to live, whether it is the theqoppy that
follows the sun; whether it is the fish that daatgay from us;
whether it is the moose that runs from us — evénglin its
own way expresses a vitality to live. And those agoreso-
nated with me, and | always remembered them, aey #ne
very strong. So | would like to put that on theofloof the
House today. So please join in this celebratiorcafth Day,
and | encourage everyone to get involved. Thank you

In recognition of the Bridge Building Competition

Hon. Mr. Kent: | rise today on behalf of all members
of this Assembly to pay tribute to the™8&nnual Bridge Build-
ing Competition, which was held on Saturday, Apdlat Por-
ter Creek Secondary School gym.

This competition is open to students in grades 4.2p
there is also an open class for families and theeige public.
The event is the direct result of a partnershipvbeh Science
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Adventures at the Yukon Research Centre and thecks®on
of Professional Engineers of Yukon, working togetteehelp
students understand how engineering is importaatltof our
lives. It was a pleasure for me to attend this pastkend and
see the sophistication, craftsmanship and attemtiatetail that
went into these bridges.

Over 130 students and members of the public worked
building 80 bridges. All participants did an outsdang job and
should be very proud of their accomplishments.

| do want to take a moment to congratulate the efigrin
each category. For the grade 4 to 5 category, €& sith and
Savannah James of Carcross were the winners; d¢sétle
Siggy Conroy and David Wally, also of Carcross, evéne
winners there; in the grade 8 to 12 category, Cam@ottrell-
Tribes was the winner from Porter Creek SecondantyoS8l;
and in the open competition, Wade Stewart and K8aygne
of Carcross were the winners. Their bridge caraadmpres-
sive 107.8 kilograms.

| encourage everyone in this House to visit the petition
website to learn about the wonderful bridges libik year and
the other special awards given to teams and paatits, who
built the best looking or lightest bridges or offdrthe best nar-
ratives to accompany their creations. Mr. Speakavant to
thank all the competitors, organizers, voluntespgnsors and
the teachers, including those who travelled in frDawson
City, Haines Junction and Carcross, for their cotmmant and
hard work. | certainly look forward to seeing mdnedges at
next year's 28 anniversary. Thank you.

In recognition of Grandmothers to Grandmothers
campaign

Ms. Moorcroft: | rise on behalf of the Legislative As-
sembly to pay tribute to a group of elder women grahd-

In a short six years, Canadians have raised $18li&m
for the grandmothers in Africa. The campaign moisegiven
directly to projects that have been developed atgtassroots
of African communities by Africans themselves. Tdhéasvest-
ments provide grandmothers and the children irr iegie with
supports such as food, educational supplies, ungoand
school fees, medical care, HIV counselling andingstade-
quate housing and bedding.

Grandmothers to Grandmothers has helped to establis

counselling services and support groups, homesvigitd a
wide variety of projects in support of the careegivby grand-
mothers. It is a simple idea with far-reaching etfefor the
children of Africa and their future. The local bedinof Grand-
mothers to Grandmothers has two major fundraisingnts
each year, spearheaded by former MP, Audrey McLaugh
The spring fundraiser is the fashion show, teasiliedit auction
this Saturday afternoon. Doors open at 1:30 p.mMatint
Mclntyre. | hope to see many there from this House.

In recognition of Yukon Writers Festival

Hon. Ms. Taylor: As Minister of Community Ser-
vices, and on behalf of all members of the Assemiblgives
me great pleasure to recognize th&®2thnual Yukon Writers
Festival, known as “Live Words”. Each spring, Yukossi-
dents come together with local and visiting writerselebrate
Canadian writing. Yukon’s abundant literary talémtpart of
our culture and history. The festival helps expgs&oners to
Canada’s finest authors and encourages Yukon writepur-
sue literary success at all levels. The festiva¥igkon-wide,
with events taking place in Yukon communities, adl&s here
in Whitehorse.

Alongside the festival is the $3Young Authors Confer-
ence, which takes place here today and tomorrovr.it

mothers who work on the Grandmothers to GrandmstherCollins High School. Students from across the tenyi take

campaign. Grandmothers to Grandmothers is a Camaitia
ganization founded by the Stephen Lewis Foundatidn.
Lewis once served as the special envoy for HIV/AIDSAS-
rica for the United Nations. In response to theigints he
brought back from his work in Africa, the Stepheewls
Foundation established the Grandmothers to Grartereot
Campaign as one of its programs. It cares for omli of chil-
dren orphaned by AIDS. In many countries throughsmuth-
ern Africa, it is estimated that between 40 to @@cpnt of or-
phans live in households headed by grandmothers.

Grandmothers in the hardest hit areas in Africeabegpr-
ing for their grandchildren with almost no suppd&ven while
they grieve the loss of their own adult childrdre grandmoth-
ers show astonishing reserves of love, courageeamational
resilience while coping with their own deterioratimealth.
These courageous women have become activists andatds
pushing for their own and their grandchildren’shtgyand pro-
tection, and they are becoming small business aimeorder
to earn a living for their families.

The grandmothers, while being a cornerstone cdglllife
in small communities in Africa, have also become lynchpin
of survival for their families and communities. Gdmothers
are being recognized as community experts and sgeft
change by governments and international aid agencie

part in this particular event. For our young witeit is a
unigue opportunity to write and to be coached lpoawlished
Canadian writers. Strong support from national piggtions,
local community groups and businesses help makéestwal
happen. I'd like to thank the many partners anchsps who
have collaborated over the years to ensure theessoaf the
Yukon Writers Festival.

Financial support from this government, as welltias
Canada Council for the Arts, and the Writers UnidiCanada,
make it possible to bring writers to Yukon from the
country. Special appreciation is due to our Yukestifal
committee and our many volunteers. Their love &f Written
and spoken word, combined with their hard work,uees a
successful event. The festival is produced this hgahe Pub-
lic Libraries branch, Public Schools branch, YukBoience
Institute, and Junction Arts and Music Society.

Finally, I would like to remind Yukoners that thesfival is
open to everyone. Program information for evenkmtaplace
throughout the territory is available through tloedl media,
and at Yukon public libraries. Again, | invite aflukoners to
enjoy this year’'s Yukon Writers Festival.

Speaker:  Introduction of visitors.
Are there are any returns or documents for tabling?
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Are there any reports of committees?
Are there any petitions?

Are there any bills to be introduced?
Are there any notices of motion?

NOTICES OF MOTION

Mr. Hassard: | rise to give notice of the following
motion:

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon to-co
tinue to promote experiential learning.

Ms. McLeod:
motion:

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon to-pr
vide home schoolers with access to program ressuacel
funding.

| rise to give notice of the following

Ms. Hanson: I give notice of the following motion:

Can the Highways and Public Works minister confthat
the Yukon government has withheld payments to tdmractor
and provide some details about how they will resdlve dis-
pute between the contractor and subcontractorBes§ob gets
done and workers get paid?

Hon. Mr. Istchenko:
opposite for that question.

We have identified that there are some concersdady
the subcontractor about the timeliness of payme2arix and
the general contractor are aware of the importafitkis issue,
and we are also aware of this issue.

Financial protection for unpaid subcontractorsvailable
under contract regulations. It is where we hold eyoback and
from the bonding companies. Yukon government staéfs not
have the role in the resolution between contractbinss issue
is something that is before the courts. We holdrttomey in
trust until the issue is dealt with, and then weviard payment.

Ms. Moorcroft: This project has a long and compli-

I'd like to thank the member

THAT this House urges the Government of Canada1o r cated history and the Yukon Party has been alorgyestep of

assess the cuts contained in the recently tablberde budget,
paying particular attention to the impacts on friime service
delivery in the Yukon that so far include cuts to:

(1) Veterans Affairs and the impacts on Yukon vaterin
terms of reduced casework abilities;

(2) CBC and the impacts on Yukon through job lasd a
reduced operating budget at CBC North;

(3) Canada Revenue Agency and the impact on fioet-I
services to Yukon small businesses; and

(4) Office of the Surveyor General and the impaxcten-
suring timely land transactions.

Mr. Silver:
tion:

THAT this House urges the Minister of Health ancti&b
Services and the minister responsible for the Yukmmusing
Corporation to assist the Canadian Prenatal Notriirogram
and Child Development Centre, which provide valaegena-
tal and early childhood support to Dawson City fissi but
whose current space lease is expiring without raheto find
new accommodations as soon as possible.

| rise to give notice of the following mo-

Speaker: Is there a statement by a minister?
This brings us to Question Period.

QUESTION PERIOD
Question re:

Ms. Moorcroft: The minister responsible for con-
tracts has some explaining to do about contractirsdtration
in Dawson City. The Dawson waste-water treatmeijegt
has a long and murky history, beginning in theyeddys of
Yukon Party rule in 2003. In 2003, the Yukon Temidl Court
ordered a new sewage plant be built after the npadity was
charged under thEisheries Act for pumping sewage into the
Yukon River.

Now we see, in a letter to the editor from a sulremtor,
that the government is withholding payments to £8&kiC., the
company awarded the contract to build the treatrpkmit.

Dawson City waste-water facility

the way. The court ordered the city to have a niantgbuilt by
December 31, 2004. That was extended to 2008, éfteas
discovered that the technology that the governmest install-
ing would not work for Dawson. Another extensionswgven
until December 2011, when it was discovered that ghant
could not be built at the location the territorydhaicked. Now
we have a major contract dispute.

Given the latest problem to plague this projecegihe ul-
timate project manager responsible — that is thaidtr of
Highways and Public Works — have a new date thaptiblic
can expect the project to be completed?

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: Construction is continuing on
this project. The related issue we were discusefgre is one
of the issues that is there, but the court hasreddéhat the
plant be operational by December 31, 2012, andengbrking
as hard as possible to get it up and running bydéate.

Ms. Moorcroft: Well, it's hard for work to proceed if
subcontractors aren’t getting paid and aren’t wagkiWhen
the contract was awarded to Corix B.C., there weaey ques-
tions raised. Five companies qualified for the biddprocess,
but only two bid on the job: Whitehorse-based Ketoastruc-
tion and Corix Utilities out of B.C. Ketza was teth down.
Ketza’s bid to build the waste-water treatmentliigccame in
at $16.5 million. Corix bid $25 million and won tfab for this
design/build project. After 13 change orders, thekdh gov-
ernment has paid $26.6 million to date, and nowhaee hit
another bump in this long saga.

Is the government anticipating a lengthy court pescwith
the contractor, and what will this mean to the @sl comple-
tion of this court-mandated project to keep raw agsvout of
the Yukon River?

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: The government is not in court
with the contractor. There is a dispute betweercentractor
and contractor, where the government, as | saidrbgefvith-
holds payments until the dispute is resolved, &med ppayment
is put forward.
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Question re:

Ms. White:
to talk about the importance of the environmens @nother
thing to act. | believe that the time for talk issp and we need
action. Last week, | raised the issue of the Yukdatk of spe-
cies at risk legislation. The minister responsikdéd, “We are
assessing, based on their experiences ... our nesgdoies at
risk legislation.”

Now, Mr. Speaker, are we to understand that theidtéin
of Environment is saying that Yukon may not develspown
species at risk legislation?

Hon. Mr. Dixon:
to the member opposite for the question. We hageudsed
this before, as | said. As | said last week, tteeea number of
mechanisms for identifying species at risk, botdefal and
territorial. At this time, we feel that Yukon govenent has
sufficient tools to deal with and manage our speaterisk.

When it comes to the development of legislatioatief to
species at risk, we are looking to our neighbonrsther juris-
dictions, such as the provinces and Northwest fbeies, as
well as Nunavut, which has species at risk legmtatMany of
those jurisdictions are revisiting their legislatiocSo we are
taking some time to observe what they are doing laadh
from their experiences.

Ms. White: I'll remind this House again that the
Yukon government signed, along with the rest of &k the
accord for the protection of species at risk.

The accord called on all signatories to, and | gutdstab-
lish complementary legislation to provide for effee protec-
tion of species at risk”. This government seemsaoe an
aversion to legislation that would protect speciesisk in the
Yukon. The U.N.Convention on Biological Diversity, to which
Canada is also a signatory, calls for actions totegt
biodiversity and species at risk.

| ask the minister opposite again: Will this govasnt live
up to its national and international obligationsd agreate a
species at risk act?

Hon. Mr. Dixon: | think we are living up to our
obligations. We are managing our species at rigte quell. We
have a number of initiatives, delivered through Brepartment
of Environment, as well as other departments, tmage
Yukon’s wildlife populations, including speciesrik.

In the specific case of Yukon's species at riskskagjon,
as | said, we are looking to other jurisdictionatthave species
at risk legislation and have issues with it. Theiperiences are
offering us some information from which we can reao we
are taking some time to review that. In the meaatithere are
a number of species that are protected through\thatife Act.
As well, we have made investments in our chief medey
officer to ensure that Yukon's domestic and wilellif
populations are healthy and sustainable.

Ms. White: If Yukon does not have legislation to
protect both the species at risk and their halités, will lead
to very real and unfortunate consequences.

The federalSpecies at Risk Act requires Canada to step in
when provinces and territories fail to protect spgat risk and
their habitat, something that most other jurisdict have

Species at risk legislation

avoided by creating their own species at risk lagan. Is it

This Sunday is Earth Day. It's one thing this government’s preferred option to leave Yukdlulife and

habitat decisions to Ottawa?

Hon. Mr. Dixon: Well, Mr. Speaker, the member op-
posite refers to the federal government steppingnid that’s
exactly the issue we have seen in other jurisdistid-or in-
stance, with the issue of polar bears in Nunawhg, federal
government has stepped in over top of Nunavut'ssliatpn.
This is a case where we want to make sure we levproper
legislation in place to work collaboratively witHl govern-
ments, including the Government of Canada, to enthat we

Thank you, Mr. Speaker, and thanks protect and manage our species at risk. As | haitk we have

taken considerable steps to manage a healthy,isaisia wild-
life population in the Yukon and that is what we docused
on.

Question re:  Affordable housing

Mr. Silver: Some residents are being stymied as they
try to build their homes in the Yukon. They arertgecaught in
a gap between higher and lower values for theirsesuThe
higher amount is what it would cost to build therteo It is also
the amount the banks will give for a mortgage tallbased on
the person’s income and credit history. The loweoant is the
amount the proposed home is appraised at, whighinsarily
based on similar homes already in those communifibere
can be a huge difference between the two. Sincksbaon’t
lend more than the appraised value, residents tdammw the
amount that it would cost now to build.

Has the minister responsible for the Yukon Houstiug-
poration heard of this problem? If so, what is tlepartment
doing to help Yukoners caught in this situation?

Hon. Mr. Kent: The Housing Corporation has really
three primary responsibilities: to provide sociatiaenior so-
cial housing throughout the territory, to addretsdfsousing
issues for those Yukon government employees whdeasit-
side of Whitehorse and, of course, comprehensieadoand
repair and upgrade program. In this current budget,have
$7.15 million for home ownership loans and $2.5Wioni for
repair and upgrade. The corporation traditionalyeives about
50 home ownership applications and 100 repair antat ap-
plications each year. So this is the type of actiwat we're
taking through loans for consumers to address ttmiicerns
about home ownership.

Mr. Silver: What | know is that this is basically a new
concept that we're just identifying up in Dawsotis Isome-
thing for which we want to identify a particularsaver.

Mortgage lenders must be convinced that if the dwer
defaults they can get their money back by selling home
taken as collateral. They limit their risk by beiogerextended
by not lending above the appraised amounts. Becalufigs,
the appraiser must be extremely conservative. Eheevthey
place on the new proposed home is based on contparsibt-
ing homes and the appraiser must devalue these shtimee
older they get. So a bank may be willing to lenddt800
based on someone’s income and the cost of buildingthe
cost-comparable homes are only valued at $250;008 mean
difference here is $150,000 that the home builédemot bor-
row.
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Would the minister consider implementing a bridgprg-
gram that guarantees the gap between the appwishthe
building values?

Hon. Mr. Kent: As the programs exist today, the
home ownership program allows clients who are riaé¢ &0
access bank financing to buy an existing home dd lzunew
home. The home repair programs allow eligible honrens to
access loans to repair and/or upgrade their egigtiomes.
There are rental improvement programs that alloigitaé
owners of rental suites or rental properties toeasdoans to
repair existing rental units or build new units. eTlukon
Housing Corporation, of course, also administeesléimd sales
program, which allows Yukoners to purchase land@mdover
a set period of time.

As | mentioned, there is a significant portion —lIvever
half of the capital vote for the Yukon Housing Coration —
that is identified for repair and upgrade and hamaership.
These are the types of programs that are currefittyed by
the Yukon Housing Corporation and what we intenctcdo-
tinue to do.

Mr. Silver: With all due respect, we are bringing for-
ward a new issue here and we would like a new answe

In smaller communities, there are few homes thatilevo
appraise at the cost of building to a comparablafodable
home today. There also isn't a lot of movementhia teal es-
tate market, so appraisers cannot get current rirdton on
home values that way. The situation is going towgetse be-
fore it gets better, as high lot prices drive ue tlost of build-
ing. | have heard that residential lots in Dawsaty'€ north-
east section cost $70,000 to $150,000 to bring acket. The
mayor recently said that the Yukon government fsrofg lots
outside the city at 10 times their value. If houseshe com-
munities are appraised at $250,000 and it cost$,$00 for
the lot, that doesn't leave a lot of money with grhto build.

Is the government driving Yukoners out of the magg
market with higher lot prices and would the goveemtalso
find a way to bridge the gap between these?

Hon. Mr. Kent:
offered through the Yukon Housing Corporation addreome
ownership, rental upgrades, repairs and those tgpesrvices
for Yukoners. That is what they are currently afigr

| am pleased to let members know — and | think yveha
done so already on occasion — that the Yukon HguSiorpo-
ration is embarking on the renewal of their fiveyetrategic
plan, where they will look at how services are \ied and
what types of programs we offer, perhaps lookinbest prac-
tices and other programs offered in other jurisdi.

| look forward to the leadership of the chair o tHousing
Corporation, and the president and staff of theditaCorpo-
ration, coming up with a plan for the next five yedhat re-
flects the realities of the housing situation ia ¥ukon today.

Question re:
Mr. Silver:
here and put on a different hat. We have a seffiaumdy vio-
lence issue in the Yukon and we would like to brfagvard
some initiatives that are successful in other paft€anada.
The Institute for the Prevention of Crime housethia Univer-

Family violence prevention

sity of Ottawa has found that using a health préomoframe-
work with young people can prevent later violenceelation-
ships. That is, young people are not simply enagedao just
avoid violence; instead, they are taught generidls sbr mak-

ing healthy choices and resisting unhealthy pressutduca-
tors then expand on those skills by using specdiationship
and violence scenarios to bring them to life.

Can the Minister of Education tell us if there arg health
promotion style anti-violence programs currentlynigeused in
the Yukon?

Hon. Mr. Kent: There are a couple of different pro-
grams that I'd like to identify, the first being @kenge Day.
That program was developed in the U.S. and wagdediwith
the goal of helping students increase their petspoaer and
self-esteem, to shift dangerous peer pressurepiogdive peer
support and to eliminate the acceptability of tegsiviolence
and all forms of oppression.

In partnership with the Department of Health andi&o
Services, there was also a health behaviour sfligyy.survey
results are considered important by the differegpadtments
because they offer means of providing a wealtmfifriation
that could guide health promotion programming, icutum
development and selection and school policy. This df
course, included in the Department of Educatiomisual re-
port that was tabled earlier on in this sitting.

Mr. Silver: | thank the minister for the answer. Our
stats are saying that we are currently in somesiragts. Chil-
dren who are exposed to violence in the home ane hilely
to exhibit violent behaviour as they grow into @dulDue to
this exposure, they are more likely to perpetuatdernce
against their spouses. According to the Canadiae#&eh In-
stitution for the Advancement of Women, a minimufmooe
million Canadian children have witnessed violenggimst
their mothers by their fathers or father figuredu€&ation pro-
grams can help break the chain of violence thrabghgenera-
tions.

Teachers in B.C. have reported less aggressivevimeiia

As | mentioned, the current programs after implementing the Roots of Empathy program,ictvh

teaches social and emotional skills to elementahoal stu-
dents. Would the minister consider implementinghsacpro-
gram here?

Hon. Mr. Kent: Mr. Speaker, | will commit to having
department officials look at that program and wihatffers. |
think it would be irresponsible of me to make a agtment on
the floor of the House to a program with which | aot per-
sonally familiar.

A number of things came out of the health behavibudy
that we are able to celebrate, but there were edsses for
concern that were identified, such as bullying, nedns use,
grades 9 and 10 rural girls’ mental health, gre@lesd 10 rural
boys’ school experiences and eating patterns. Thosesome
of the concerns that were identified through thalthebehav-
iour study that was done in partnership with thep&rement of

New question. | am going to switch 9€arSealth and Social Services. This will help us gualth pro-

motion programming, curriculum development and ct@ea
and, of course, school policy.
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Mr. Silver:
Four Rs is another school program that aims to garevela-
tionship violence later in life. It also focuses aeating violence
and other risky, unhealthy behaviours in high sthtaedents.
Studies in Ontario found that two and a half yestsr the pro-
gram, participants experienced and perpetuatedifisigmtly
less dating violence than students in schools didt’t have
this program.

Alaska rates of sexual assault are among the Higiése
United States and the rate of domestic violencim ighe top
five. Educators there recently adapted the Foupiegram in
response. Alaska tailored the Four Rs programstouital and
aboriginal communities, where such violence is neosamon.

Will the minister direct his department to investig doing
the same or similar in the Yukon?

Hon. Mr. Kent:
study — and that’'s how | would like to answer thigestion —
again, it was a study done in partnership with Drepartment
of Health and Social Services. The data collecttarted for
that study in rural Yukon communities in 2009.itished later
on that year. Thirteen schools in rural Yukon aBdsé&hools in
Whitehorse were visited. The interviewers conduetédtal of
80 classroom sessions and a total of 1,439 questias were
completed and mailed to Queen’s University, whikamother
partner in completing that study.

An awful lot of information was gathered, and itllviielp
us to guide health promotion programming, curriouldevel-
opment selection and school policy. Of course, stigating
other programs that are offered in other jurisdiasi will, |
assume, be part of following up on that study.

Question re:  Peel watershed land use plan

Ms. Moorcroft: The Minister of Energy, Mines and
Resources appears to be a bit confused with regaite Peel
planning process. This side of the House contitaessk him
what this government will take out to the public fmnsulta-
tion. The approval of land use plans, as set oghapter 11.6
of the First Nation final agreements is a clearcpss —
11.6.3.2 makes it clear that government acceptanoejfica-
tion, amendment or rejection of the final recomneghgblan
occurs after public consultation, not before.

Mr. Speaker, will the minister follow the requirpdocess
and consult the public on the final recommenéed Water-
shed Regional Land Use Plan as written?

Hon. Mr. Cathers: In answer to the Member for
Copperbelt South, | would point out that if anyoseonfused,
it is the NDP that is confused. | would encourdgem to re-
view the Blues and review previous copiesHainsard. | have
answered this question a number of times. The mesréther
do not like or do not understand the answer.

| would again point out to the member that we deehthe
obligation to have the discussion with the seniaisbn com-
mittee about timelines for consultation and devilgpthat
consultation plan. That is why we cannot, at thignp pre-
cisely identify timelines, because we have to catgthat step
in the process before that. As | indicated, asmgas yester-
day in the House, the government will continueditofv chap-
ter 11 of theUmbrella Final Agreement and all our obligations

| thank the minister for his answer. The under the final agreements, including not makingalfideci-

sions until the process is concluded.

Ms. Moorcroft: We on this side of the House under-
stand that the Yukon Party government wants to fycitiie
plan. No one is disputing that the process allosvstiiat. My
comments on December 5, 2011, which the membersiepo
insists on misquoting, support that contention, &nguote:
“Yes, the Yukon government is one of the partied @mas an
obligation. It is up to them to consult with Yukoommunities
and to either approve the plan, modify the plarreject the
plan.”

The point is not whether the Yukon Party governnuamt
attempt to amend the plan, but rather that it massult on the
final recommended plan, whether they wish to amtnd not.
Will the minister stop avoiding the question andtjtell this

With respect to the health behaviour House that his government will consult on the finatom-

mendedPeel Watershed Regional Land Use Plan?

Hon. Mr. Cathers: I have answered this question a
number of times, so | am not sure what it is alihatanswer
the members opposite do not understand or do not waac-
knowledge that they understand.

The Yukon government, again — we have suggested
modifying the proposed plan. One of the suggesttbas we
have made is that we think that perhaps it shoalthede more
like Yukon’'s only existing regional land use plahe North
Yukon Regional Land Use Plan. That plan protects the envi-
ronment by managing the environmental footprintrfrall us-
ers in a fair, equitable and evidence-based maamiby man-
aging intensity of use throughout any regions #ratnot pro-
tected from all types of development. Again, tNatth Yukon
Regional Land Use Plan was jointly approved by the Vuntut
Gwitchin First Nation and the Yukon government 609.

So, in the final stages of the filing process andrdy con-
sultation, we will continue to follow our electi@mommitment
to seek a final plan for the Peel that protectsaheironment
and respects all sectors of the economy, and weaitinue to
follow the process outlined in the First Nationdiimgreements
and continue to meet all of our obligations undese final
agreements.

Ms. Moorcroft: I must admit that | am perplexed by
the confusion on the government side of the Hoagrd,| am
disturbed by his refusal to answer the questiore ptocess is
simple: Once the final recommended Peel plan has Ipee-
sented to the parties, as it has, then governrsdntgonsult on
that plan — 11.6.3.2 of the First Nation final agreents is
very clear on this.

No one is saying that the government cannot offesug-
gestions during the process, but what is clearli6.B.2 is that
the final consultation is to be on the final recoemded Peel
watershed plan, as submitted by the planning cosiaris
Again, when will the Yukon Party government honthe First
Nation final agreements, respect the law and btirg final
recommendedPeel Watershed Regional Land Use Plan, as
written, to public consultation?

Hon. Mr. Cathers: It's very interesting here that no
matter how many times | answer the question, thenlbees
don’'t seem to understand the answer. The Yukonrgavent
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has followed and will continue to follow the prosesutlined
under chapter 11 of thembrella Final Agreement and con-
tinue to meet all of our obligations under the UBRAd First
Nation final agreements. That is what we have ddmmat is
what we will continue to do during the remaininggst of the
process. However, as | have said before a numbgmes in
this House, we believe that if the government gppsing and
suggesting possible modifications to the plang iappropriate
to give an indication of that prior to the finalura of public
consultation. That is exactly what we have done.

There will be further information about potentigitions
for possible modifications of the commission’s prsed plan.
During the public consultation period, we will conte to seek
feedback through that process. Again, one of tlggestions
we’ve made is that perhaps the proposed plan sHmmilchade
more like the Yukon’s only existing regional lanseuplan, the
North Yukon Regional Land Use Plan, because that plan man-
ages the environmental footprint from all usersifair, equi-
table and evidence-based manner. That plan, ofsepwas
jointly approved by the Vuntut Gwitchin First Natiand the
Yukon government in 2009. Again, we have followeud ave
will continue to follow all of our obligations undehe UFA
and First Nation final agreements.

Question re:  Energy efficient construction

Mr. Barr: The goal of energy efficiency is obvious.
fits with our energy strategy, our climate changéoa plan,
and it fits for people’s wallets. Energy efficienisythe way of
the future — not just in the Yukon, but for the ud@lanet.
Finding ways to save and conserve energy is caltadand-
side management. The forecast is for rising dem#é&ods resi-
dential electricity consumption in Yukon. Yukoneaee wor-
ried about energy costs for their homes. The fédgwaern-
ment cut its home energy retrofit program. Theypged the
ball, so the burden falls on the territory to stgp But when it
comes to encouraging innovation in how we heatfmmes,
this government is not stepping up. When will tloregrnment
make energy retrofits for homeowners a priority amdoduce
programs that work?

Hon. Mr. Cathers: What | would point out in re-
sponse to the member opposite is we have takenmédearuof
steps. Some of the steps that we have taken inchelevork
that is provided through the Yukon’s good enerdyate pro-
gram, which has resulted in a significant savinigsnergy con-
sumption. That is a program that supports, throwgfates on
appliances, and other heating devices — | beliewtbaard
motors have been covered, and a number of othestgpap-
pliances and mechanical devices have been coverder this
program. Through that, that has significantly restud'ukon’s
energy consumption by over 400 kilowatt hours ar\yéia
memory serves.

We have continued to take steps internally as wetlud-
ing constructing new Yukon government buildings andsing
to high standards, including the LEED standard foblic
buildings and the SuperGreen for dwelling unitserehare a
number of initiatives, not only through the Depagtrhof En-
ergy, Mines and Resources, but through Yukon Hau€ior-
poration, that encourage and support people moingrd a

more energy efficient construction and usage thnotigngs
like the appliances that | mentioned.

Mr. Barr: Energy efficient appliances are great, but
the most significant opportunity for electric saysnis by tak-
ing action on space heating. The trends are dRight now, 50
percent of new residential construction will havectic heat.
Efficient residential electric space heating depeod how the
home is built. We are talking about standards. $hperGreen
standards the Yukon government uses lead to saviog®nly
in the cost of heating, but also over the entifeclicle of the
house. Right now, amidst all the construction ia tarritory,
those SuperGreen standards apply only to governroemt
struction.

Will the government extend the SuperGreen standiards
all new residential construction?

Hon. Mr. Kent: Mr. Speaker, through the Yukon
Housing Corporation — again, | spoke earlier todagput the
loans programs that are offered to assist Yukomerepairs
and upgrades. Of course, the Housing Corporationiges a
substantial amount of technical advice and expettsYukon
homeowners on a number of issues, including eneffiy
ciency.

One of the other things that | could highlight amgthing
the Yukon government is doing through investmermesearch
is the $5 million over five years that the MinistdrEconomic
Development and | announced prior to this sittingstipport
the Yukon Research Centre and the Yukon Cold Céniato-
vation Centre.

We have seen some remarkable products come ohabf t
research, including some very high R-value insofathat was
about one-inch thick. So we’re seeing a lot of vatmn; we're
seeing a lot of programs that we already offerddrass energy
efficiency for homeowners.

Mr. Barr: When it comes to climate change, the fu-
ture is now. We know we need to adapt for the futamd find
ways to reduce both our energy use and our gresehgas
emissions. The homes of the future don’t look like cabins
from the days of Robert Service. While we may takeertain
pride in our made-in-Yukon solutions, when it con@snsu-
lating and heating our homes, let's not be too grimuimprove
on our existing housing stock. Let’s look at thédemce and
the best practices from across the north. This tial National
Building Code of Canada will include new provisiotsaling
with energy efficiency for housing.

Will the government adopt the national codes arsisaall
Yukoners in meeting them?

Hon. Mr. Kent: One thing | should also mention is
that municipalities, including the City of Whitelsa, are re-
sponsible for building codes.

My understanding from my colleague, former city coilr
lor at the City of Whitehorse, is that the City \&fhitehorse
already exceeds those codes in a number of areasagain,
what we will continue to do is conduct excellergegarch at the
Yukon Cold Climate Innovation Centre and Yukon Resk
Centre, when it comes to looking for energy efficig items
that work here in the Yukon and can also be expasteover
the world. The Yukon Housing Corporation will conte to
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provide technical advice and expertise to homedeud and
continue to look for better ways to increase thergy effi-
ciency of homes here in the Yukon.

Speaker:
elapsed.

Speaker’s statement

Speaker: Order please. | would like your attention.
Prior to proceeding to Orders of the Day, the Chélirmake a
statement on the points of order raised yesterdayg debate
on Motion No. 162.

These points of order raised by members of theciaffi
Opposition questioned the relevance of statemergdenby
members of the government caucus with regard tadvidtio.
162. Standing Order 19(b)(i) says, “A member shallcalled
to order by the Speaker if that member speaks ttenseother
than the question under discussion”. In other wordken
members speak to a motion, their comments mustleeant
to the motion before the House.

The procedural authorities recognize the importasfabe
rule of relevance. The second edition Hduse of Commons

ORDERS OF THE DAY

GOVERNMENT BILLS
Bill No. 39: Business Law Amendment Act — Second

The time for Question Period has now Reading

Clerk: Second reading, Bill No. 39, standing in the
name of the Hon. Ms. Taylor.

Hon. Ms. Taylor: I move that Bill No. 39, entitled
Business Law Amendment Act, be now read a second time.

Speaker: It has been moved by the Minister of Com-
munity Services that Bill No. 39, entitleBusiness Law
Amendment Act, be now read a second time.

Hon. Ms. Taylor: | am very pleased to introduce Bill
No. 39, theBusiness Law Amendment Act. Before highlighting
the features of this bill, | would like to take jusfew moments
to point out that it is part of a much larger iaiive by this
government. This initiative called the “businesgidtation re-
form project” began over four years ago when weothiced
Yukon’s newSecurities Act. At that time, we recognize that our
business legislation was outdated and that we wetrlenake

Procedure and Practice, at page 620 says, “The requirementchanges to ensure that we had not fallen behindetteof the

that speeches remain relevant to the question d¢fier House
flows from the latter’s right to reach decisiongheiut undue
obstruction and to exclude from debate any disoassot con-
ducive to that end.”

The authors go on to note that neglecting the ofilele-
vance would seriously impair the ability of the KHeuto man-
age its time efficiently.

However, these authorities also recognize theadiffy of
enforcing the rule. Because, to again qudéteise of Commons

country. The goals of the business legislationrrafproject are
to modernize Yukon’s business-related legislatimgognize
modern business practices and simplify procedweseduce
the administrative burden for existing and new ooafions.
While maintaining protection for shareholders arah-c
sumers, the business legislation reform projectshaght ways
to help create a more inviting economic climate riew busi-
ness registrations in the territory. In particuldre initiatives
contained in the business legislation reform projet only put

Procedure and Practice, “Such enforcement must respect the Yukon on a level playing field with the rest of theuntry, but

freedom of debate enjoyed by all members.... It isalvays
possible to judge the relevance...of a member’s rksnantil

he or she has spoken at some length or even cadptés or
her remarks. In practice, the Speaker allows satiteidle — if
the rules are applied too rigidly, they have theeptal for

severely curtailing the debate; if they are negdcthe resul-
tant loss of debating time may prevent other memliiiEam

participating in debate.”

Given the inherent limitations on the Chair in deti@ing
the relevance of members’ remarks, it is clear thambers
themselves must have a measure of responsibilignsuring
that debate is relevant and orderly.

The Chair has noticed that members occasionallytfese
need to comment on the manner in which other mesntxan-
tribute to debate. It is such remarks that ledh® points of
order raised yesterday.

It is difficult for the Chair to determine if comming on
the manner in which other members have contribtdeal pre-
vious debate is relevant to the matter before tbasd. None-
theless, members might wish to reflect on whetliehscom-
ments contribute to, or detract from, the levebafer and de-
corum that the members wish to see in this House.

We will now proceed to Orders of the Day.

it also put us in a leading position when it cortesttracting
new businesses to register and operate in théotsrri

Since the spring of 2008, a working group of repnés-
tives from Community Services and Justice has lvearking
collaboratively on this project. This work includéd! public
consultations as well as close collaboration whien local Busi-
ness Law Subsection of the Canadian Bar Association

In the fall of 2010 it was our pleasure to introduhbe fol-
lowing major statutory changes that are the foundadf the
business legislation reform act. The first was Abeto Amend
the Business Corporations Act, which is the flagship of the
business legislation reform project. Its changesmmt com-
plementary and consequential amendments to threer ot
Yukon acts and the creation of new legislation.

In addition to theAct to Amend the Business Corporations
Act, the fall 2010 package included four other statu@ne was
the newSecurities Transfer Act, which is part of the securities
harmonization initiative discussed in this Legistat during
debate of the YukoBecurities Act back in 2007.

The effect of theSecurities Transfer Act is that it replaced
and updated much of part 6 of tBasiness Corporations Act
addressing rules around ownership and transfenares.

The other pieces of legislation introduced weres¢hehe
Act to Amend the Partnership and Business Names Act which
contains rules for partnership registration andevead, as well
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as for legally naming partnerships and sole progrhips; the
Act to Amend the Societies Act which contains the rules for
registration in operation of charitable and nonfiprentities;
andAct to Amend the Cooperative Associations Act which cov-
ers registration and operation of cooperatives.

As | stated earlier, our commitment to businessslative
reform comes from our awareness that Yukon's bssithegis-
lation was out of date and out of step with theé césCanada.
Prior to the passage of these bills, Yukon had lsesm com-
petitive disadvantage and was no longer viewechattaactive
place to register and operate businesses, as selbm@-profit
entities. This is because other Canadian juristhstinad up-
dated their business-related legislation, wheresis eemained
relatively unchanged for the past 20 years. Theggslhtive
reforms were necessary for Yukon, so that we cowdihtain a
positive business climate in today’s global economy

Updates to these business-related acts providedegsd
infrastructure necessary to facilitate current bess and en-
courage new economic development. For exampléyeasim-
ber of corporations registered here increasesetlee in-
creased tax revenues to support Yukon governmemgrams,
direct job creation in law firms and new businessesl indi-
rect job creation due to increased business irterase busi-
ness meetings and business-related tourism.

Turning back to how we develop the components ef
business legislation reform project, we wish toimageknowl-
edge the work that the Yukon business law sectiothe Ca-
nadian Bar Association conducted. They recogniaé Ylukon
business statutes are important tools that canskd to help
ensure a sound marketplace and contribute to jeation and
economic growth. These corporate lawyers have geavi
valuable advice at all stages of the project, slo thank this
group for their contributions to the project ankhbw they will
continue to do so as we develop the regulationsefah of
these bills.

Standing still with outdated legislation was notagtion.
In all five acts introduced in the fall of 2010, wedated ter-
minology so that it was used consistently in alefiacts, re-
duced barriers to enable effective management mpiocations,
fully enabled the use of technology and accommatiatedern
business practices.

I will now speak more specifically about the legigbn be-
fore us today, which is Bill No. 3%Business Law Amendment
Act. Bill No. 39 has two main components: first, ilsares that
existing security documentation between lenderskembwers
will be appropriately grandfathered when all of thills com-
prising the legislation reform project are, in faptoclaimed;
second, Bill No. 39 fixes various minor legislatideafting
inconsistencies in the 2010 bills, such as comactf cross-
references to statutes, section numbers, Frenoklatoon and
so forth.

We are very pleased that with the passing of thisthe
only remaining step in the business legislationmafproject is
the actual development of the regulations. CommuBétrvices
is currently working with officials in the Departmteof Justice
to draft regulations for all the business law refgroject bills.

We expect to be able to be ready to consult ordthft regula-
tions this summer.

Once the regulations are complete, all of theds Will be
ready to be proclaimed and Yukon will have modeusitess
statutes that encourage businesses to registeo@erdte here
as a first-choice jurisdiction and maintain appiater protec-
tion for all stakeholders. | am pleased to be ablpresent this
final statutory component of the business legigtatreform
project. Along with the fall 2010 bills, it suppsrthe overall
project goal of striking an appropriate balanceMeein making
Yukon a more attractive jurisdiction in which togigter and
operate business entities, the interests of th@ocare law
community and the very important consideration wdtgcting
shareholder and consumer rights. Thank you.

Mr. Barr: I rise on behalf of the Official Opposition
to speak to Bill No. 39Business Law Amendment Act. Our
plan is that | will be the only speaker on thidl,bithile my
colleagues may jump up with questions in Commitiéehe
Whole.

If my understanding is correct, | believe the kidles two
things: It corrects some typos and translationreremd makes
minor changes to th8&ecurities Transfer Act, Personal Prop-
erty Security Act andthe Business Corporations Act. | appreci-

th ate the minister’s explanation and her second ngesteech.

There are two issues | want to flag, and | hopéear
some answers from the minister in her responsa @ommit-
tee of the Whole.

| am curious about the consultation process bettiede
amendments. Did businesses and lawyers practisisgédss
law or investment firms and the general public hameoppor-
tunity to provide feedback on these changes andgestgvhere
the territory should be going in terms of businesg?

The goal of making business law should be to male f
rules and efficient processes. The goal shouldober¢ate a
level playing field and have strong measures taensompli-
ance. Business law, of course, needs to protecr aitake-
holders like consumers and workers.

There are many Yukoners who have small holdingoim
porations through holding stocks, bonds, mutualdéumand
other certificates. The world is still seeing thaldut of the
global economic downturn. There have been manysca$e
fraud and misconduct on Wall Street and Bay StrAetew
high-profile con artists got caught. | think ab&grnie Madoff
and Conrad Black. But the real victim of finandrakgularities
was the average person who lost their retiremevings or
home.

The Yukon government was not immune. We are still
holding the asset-backed commercial papers. Régualdty
government is necessary to avoid a repeat, butattien to
make the financial services industry more accodathls been
weak and, in many ways, the fox is back in chargéhe hen-
house.

There was an interview ofss It Happens the other night
about how Canada is one of the few countries aadity G8
country that doesn’t have a national securitiesilagr. Under
our Constitution, each province or territory ispessible for
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regulating securities transactions. The man inéeved said
that Canada was viewed by U.S. securities regulats
Mickey Mouse when it came to regulating securites
changes. He was really referring to the lack ofoacin Canada
against Conrad Black. So | wonder what the minighénks
about this debate. Obviously, there is a constihati nature to
this issue, and that makes it complicated. | wonaleat the
Yukon’s position is, in terms of strengthening @acurities
regime and the discussion about creating a straatgmal
regulator — just a few thoughts.

Again, | look forward to hearing plain-language kexm@a-
tions from the minister on these changes, what lprmod the
changes are meant to correct, and what they asdy lito
achieve. | look forward to hearing from the minisés to what
is on her radar for the future, in terms of strleging our laws
to ensure fairness and efficiency and protect coess.

Mr. Silver: | rise to speak to Bill No. 3Business
Law Amendment Act, on behalf of the Liberal caucus. | will
keep my comments today very brief. We will be cdesing
other items of business this afternoon, in additiorthis bill,
and we are eager to return to departmental deliatetlzat.

It is very timely that the Yukon Party members puting
forward this amendment this week in the Legislathesembly,
as our caucus, as well as the NDP and the Yukoty Rad
other levels of government officials have met tiisek with
the Canadian Federation of Independent Businesesepmta-
tives. Among other issues, the CFIB identified tharernmen-
tal red tape is a major concern for new and smadirtesses in
the Yukon. We appreciate the intent of this amenumeow-
ever, we do hope that this is just the beginninthaf govern-
ment’s attempt to address major archaic compor@negisla-
tion that affect Yukon businesses.

This particular amendment act corrects a numbéopafg-
raphical and translation errors in tigecurities Transfer Act
and theAct to Amend the Business Cor porations Act.

The government has updated a range of legislatiorrg-
ing business activities in the last few years, sl act contin-
ues that work. In addition, this act maintains artends exist-
ing securities provisions through new legislatidiis seems
like a fairly administrative undertaking to enswentinuity
between acts and within the regulatory environmaAstsuch,
the act has our support.

Thank you, and we're looking forward to the resttluik
afternoon’s business.

Speaker:
debate. Does any other member wish to be heard?

Hon. Ms. Taylor: | thank you, Mr. Speaker. | would
like to thank the Liberal caucus for their suppont this bill,
and | certainly look forward to answering in greatetail some
of the questions posed by the members of the @fffopposi-
tion. | guess what | can say on this front is th&s been an
initiative four years in the making. It is part @fdetailed pack-
age that has received considerable discussion @mslltation
with not only, as | mentioned, the business lawtisacof the

If the member now speaks, she will close

Yukon branch of the Canadian Bar Association. & Ao re-
ceived great invaluable input by working alongside project
team, of course. There has also been a great resmEmught
from the business community at large and so fokthain, in

the process used during the legislation and forrttieglegisla-
tion, which is receiving the great support of thmmunity,

there will be greater debate when the regulatockpge goes
out for discussion and consultation with the comitydater on

this summer, as | prefaced in my earlier comments.

| won't go into too much greater detail. Of coursee
changes that were made as part of the overall mefmoject
that we debated at great length back in 2010 cdytaielps to
protect the interest of shareholders. | think thathat the
member opposite was getting at in the discussibnsll cer-
tainly refer to that at greater length during myneoents during
Committee of the Whole.

With respect to the discussion about asset-backed- c
mercial papers, that's an interesting discussiaabge | have
debated that piece ad nauseam actually on the dfoibre Leg-
islature. All | can say is that this governmentiagaontinues to
earn interest on those very investments and, ity fais gov-
ernment continues to reap great benefits from mierést ac-
crued on those investments plus many other invegsmaade
by the Department of Finance officials over thergea

We thank the Department of Finance for their goatkw
in leading the territory in that front. Of courgkat leads me to
the next point, which is talking about the healtusiness cli-
mate for investment. These changes will not onlg &l that
healthy business climate, but certainly so do thestments
included in our budget too. That's the largest lmidzyer and |
appreciate the Member for Klondike’s comments when
speaks to the need to debate well over $1-billiamtkvof ex-
penditures — | am not even sure if we have hit$he0 mil-
lion mark in terms of debate received thus far.

There are lots of great initiatives in support mfrastruc-
ture investment, in support of business developmerivate
sector development. There are tremendous invessmehich
we are currently debating through Department of datan
when it comes to training and education-relatetiatives in
support of labour market-related initiatives thaé tbusiness
community has made a very great priority.

Again, | am sure that we will hear in greater léngbout
all of our respective departments when it comdavestments
made by the Government of Yukon, the Yukon Partyego-
ment, over the past nine years. This will certaicdytinue to
be that case in support of our private sector.

I would like to thank all members for their commeand |
certainly look forward to getting into the debategreater de-
tail in Committee of the Whole.

Motion for second reading of Bill No. 39 agreed to

Bill No. 38: Act to Amend the Child Care Act —
Second Reading

Clerk: Second reading, Bill No. 38, standing in the
name of the Hon. Mr. Graham.

Hon. Mr. Graham:  Thank you. | move that Bill No.
38, entitledAct to Amend the Child Care Act, be now read a
second time.
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Speaker:
and Social Services that Bill No. 38, entitled A4at to Amend
the Child Care Act, be now read a second time.

Hon. Mr. Graham: | will start out by saying that
there apparently was an oversight when the actdnafted and
this amendment will help to correct that draftimgoe

In the current law, the purpose of tlohild Care Act is
quite clear: it's to foster the development of dyathildcare
with parental and community involvement; it's topport a
range of childcare programming in Yukon communijtiasd
it's to recognize and support the aspirations okdfu First
Nations to provide culturally appropriate childcaservices.
The act goes on to define childcare as “...a progfanthe
care and supervision of a child for under 24 cout$ee hours
for which compensation is payable to, or is soughteceived
by, the person providing the care and supervisfadhechild.”

In other words, the&Child Care Act is about programs for
the care and supervision of children, specificalhildcare,
childcare programming, and childcare services. @bedoes
not address programs for other purposes; prograhnishwnay
incidentally provide childcare in the course ofideling their
program, but is not the primary reason for the paog

The regulations under the act establish licensiagdards
for family day homes, childcare centres and sclag@ed pro-
grams, including space requirements, nutritionandards,
behavioural management and record-keeping — aljraros
directly focused on childcare. The act also esthbb the
Yukon Child Care Board and the process for appéaleai-
sions from the director in regard to licensing anfbrcement.

Under the authority of th€hild Care Act, the department
operates four funding programs that support childfamilies
and licensed daycare operations, the first of widckhe fee
subsidy program which provides funding to assistili@s with
the cost of childcare. The supported childcare inog pro-
vides funding to daycares and family day homesdltawachil-
dren with special needs to participate in childcpregrams.
The direct operating grant program provides fundindaycare
and family day homes with the goal of reducing fees
charged for childcare services and, finally, theiteh devel-
opment grant program assists daycares and famjiyhdanes
with costs related to start-up, health and safetylecensing.

It has been moved by the Minister of Health dozens of choices every day about the well-beintheif chil-

dren. It is the parents’ right, and, we believepaheir respon-
sibility to make those decisions.

The Child Care Act is directed toward programs that are
fundamentally about providing childcare. For thegrams set
out in the act, the government is clearly respdeditr licens-
ing and enforcement of childcare. On the other hatal
camps typically differ in their focus on programmimather
than childcare and by the seasonal nature of mbthemwpera-
tions. In the Yukon, it has always been a famitgsponsibility
to assess the value and the safety of such proghatinat we
are doing is maintaining a balance of responsigdlithat has
really been in place since 1990, Mr. Speaker. Hiliswill
align the law with Yukon’s practice of exemptingydeamps
from the licensing requirements under @téld Care Act, con-
firming a practice that has been in place in Yukorce the act
was originally proclaimed. This is exactly where thalance is
struck in almost every other Canadian jurisdiction.

In addition to parental supervision, other police® in
place to support our children in these day camps.ekample,
when Yukon sport governing bodies apply to Spod Recrea-
tion branch of Community Services, for example, fiording,
their application must include their policies, iding policies
on harassment, abuse, discipline and volunteeesitrg. As
well, Yukon government-sponsored summer prograot) 8s
the Conservation Action Team and the Yukon Youthsgova-
tion Corps, have strict safety requirements.

Of course, Mr. Speaker, as we're all aware, the Gft
Whitehorse is probably the largest provider of paogs that
will continue to be unlicensed. The departmentvisir@ of the
standards of the recreation programs offered byitlyeand the
steps these types of programs take to ensure fhty sd all
participants, and believes that licensing and icpes for
City of Whitehorse programs are not warranted it tilme. In
addition, the department is working on educatiod aware-
ness materials to support parents and organizatiodsliver-
ing these programs and assessing child safetygdhernment
is moving forward to ensure the law is clear arat tthildren’s
day camps and similar programs are excluded freensing.
The amendment will authorize a regulation that tyeax-
cludes day camps and similar programs and progthetsop-
erate on a seasonal basis from licensing underatie Not

The issue apparently arose when the Yukon Childe Carmoving forward would require each of these progrémmasnnu-

Assaociation brought forward to the department’&raibn the
fact that the legal interpretation of the curremreing on the
act requires licensing for children’s day camps sindglar pro-
grams.

Our government understands that this licensing irequ
ment was not intended when the act was drafted s@gaes
ago. Further, to require licensing for these prowravould be
inconsistent with what has been in practice inYo&on since
1990.

ally obtain a licence under tlhild Care Act, which may be a
significant administrative burden to some. Licegsiwvould
also be inconsistent with the practice of otheisflictions. We
are bringing forward this amendment now so thatli@gmns
can be drafted to provide legal clarity prior te tummer sea-
son of day camps. Thank you.

Ms. Stick: | rise on behalf of the NDP to speak to the
amendments to Bill No. 3&ct to Amend the Child Care Act.

Mr. Speaker, we recognize that all Yukoners want ouWe in the NDP recognize that comprehensive chilelcaar-

children to be safe and free from harm. We alsogeize that
it is neither possible nor desirable, from thise&dpoint of
view, to rely on government to protect our childearery mo-
ment of their lives in every possible situationrd?ds make

vices are essential in the support of healthy fasiland
healthy communities. It's important that we enstiere is
quality childcare and a range of childcare throughthe
Yukon.
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The NDP is proud to have brought forward the oggin

trust in the thoughtfulness and the enforcemertho$e stan-

Child Care Act in 1990. We in the NDP support the delivery of dards. These amendments ask us to approve exenguing

quality childcare services for Yukon families thghuboth not-
for-profit and small, private operators, with a ganof pro-
grams to meet a range of needs.

It's important to ensure that programming meetsnakds
of Yukon parents in Whitehorse and in the commasitiwe
need to ensure that childcare workers have acceflexible
training options and provide incentives so workeas continue
to upgrade their skills. They have one of the niogiortant
jobs in our society — caring for our young childrenand we
need to guarantee that they can earn more thargjlistng
wage.

unspecified programs from these standards, but dioast tell
us anything more useful than that.

As MLAs, we are entrusted by our constituents tdkena
decisions in this House that are in their bestrads. It is very
difficult to do that without full information, espmlly when it
comes to something as important as our children thed
safety. | understand from conversations with cojiess that
these amendments are meant to benefit summer cagmms
and the like. Still, we would very much prefer te lriefed by
the government about such changes beforehandasaéhcan
represent our constituents with the full undersitagncbf the

The NDP supports rigorous health, safety and progra changes in law that we are being asked to appesgcially

standards to ensure the safety and protection pfcbildren
and the staff caring for them.

when it comes to something as important as chiietyga
With that, upon examination, these particular amesrmts

Our communities throughout the Yukon need the sttppodo not cause us undue concern and we will be vatirigvour

of this government to look at creative ways to famdl provide
the best daycare possible. At any time a worker geammunity
must leave the community due to a lack of daycatesther a
community nurse or a teacher — it's one too marheyrnot
only leave, but they take with them their familiéiseir skills
and their contributions to those communities.

of Bill No. 38 today. Thank you.

Speaker: If the member now speaks, he will close de-
bate. Does any other member wish to be heard?

Hon. Mr. Graham: Perhaps | owe some members

These amendments to the act are understandablg. Thieere a bit of an apology. | was unavoidably awaythe first

protect this government from being liable and resjgde for
external childcare programs outside of Health aadié Ser-
vices, such as day camps in the summer.

The regulations, however, should be used with céaref
thought to those NGOs and other departments that waant
the protections under the act. That being saidpuld again
mention that a briefing on these legislative amesdks) as
requested, would have been helpful to the Offi@abosition.
Briefings are conducive to appropriate and releaitate and
cut down on the time used in the House to clarify onder-
standing. It was difficult to look at these amenditseand try to
second-guess what the government was trying toewaehi
Never would | have guessed that we would be talkihgut
summer day camps.

These particular amendments fall under an act ¢batd
potentially affect hundreds of families and childtbroughout
the Yukon. It also makes mention of tBducation Act and the
Child and Family Services Act. The NDP supports these
amendments, but, again, the regulations referreshtuld be
used with caution, since childcare and safety shbel in the
front of all our thoughts. Thank you.

Mr. Silver: | rise to offer our comments on Bill No.
38, Act to Amend the Child Care Act.

At first review, these amendments seem so vagudhbia
purpose isn't clear. All these amendments statieaistheChild
Care Act does not apply to programs that tBkild Care Act
says are exempted and that no regulations can ke mdzout
these programs because they are exempted fro@hihdCare
Act. The Child Care Act and its regulations lay out health,
safety and quality requirements for caring for Yalsochil-
dren. The government sets standards for the safetyr chil-
dren when they are outside of their parents’ cang, parents

three days of this week, and hadn't been askedrduige a
briefing, and | surely would have.

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

Speaker:  Order please. Address your comments to me.

Hon. Mr. Graham: | unfortunately didn’t provide
one and would have been only too happy to becaubak
these changes are very good changes and will hcerzéble
the practice that has been going on for some ysarse 1990.
Day camps and day programs in the Yukon are offéred
wide variety of organizations — everything from otiu
groups to First Nations, sports organizations, Guvent of
Yukon and, of course, as | said before, the largeptobably
the City of Whitehorse. They do differ from daycaregrams,
in that they are usually short, sometimes only-Half, but in
other times as long as full day.

Some of them are also offered for older childremd this
is where we really saw difficulties. In some oftbeprograms,
the parents of the children felt that their childrgere not, or
should not, be in a childcare setting, and they tieat they
were too old for daycare. These programs were niyt good
programs from a training point of view, or an edigrzal point
of view, but the children were not really appropzidor day-
care.

As | said before, we understand that there is stine
consternation out there between parents and NGOst abe
safety of their children while they are attendihgge day pro-
grams. Even though we considered the parents’ agltalso
their responsibility to make choices about theiildid well-
being, what we have begun work on, as | said befme edu-
cation and awareness pieces that give parents &twmag about
what kinds of questions they should be asking tloeganiza-
tions and what they should be checking out befbey allow
their child to attend some of these day programs.
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We have even considered approaching the City oft&Vhi
horse and other groups with some kind of volunt@wynpli-
ance scheme that would then be available, somelikeathe
Yukon sport governing bodies do, where the policed re-
qguirements of instructors or coaches are cleartljirmd in the
request for grant funding through the sport develept pro-
gram.

So those things are all possible, and we’ll be stigating
those further. But as | was listening to the MemftoerRiver-
dale South talk about daycares and livable wagésink it's
very important that | point out to her that in 20@i8re was a
70-percent increase in the wage component of tleetddoperat-
ing grant to daycares around the territory. The-hmar en-
hancements were quite substantial. They ranged $b.85 for
level 1 up to $9 an hour for level 3 daycare empésy

For the 2010-11 fiscal year, the average wageddgcare
workers ranged from $17-plus an hour for a levalaycare
employee to almost $21 for the higher levels. ®y'tk at least
approaching a livable wage in the territory, andwald like
to see that continue.

As | said, we have a number of programs that reljpind
the daycares around the territory, and we look &odato con-
tinuing those.

Again, Mr. Speaker, | kind of apologize for not yiding a
briefing for this piece of legislation, becauseisitactually a
good piece of legislation that I'm sure all membefsthe
House will not have any problem supporting at lalbok for-
ward to discussing it during Committee of the Whdlbank
you, Mr. Speaker.

Moation for second reading of Bill No. 38 agreed to

Hon. Mr. Cathers: Mr. Speaker, | move that the
Speaker do now leave the Chair and that the Has#ve into
Committee of the Whole.

Speaker:
Leader that the Speaker do now leave the Chairtlaadthe
House resolve into Committee of the Whole.

Motion agreed to

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE

Chair (Ms. McLeod): Order. Committee of the
Whole will now come to order. The matter before @mmmit-
tee is Bill No. 39 Business Law Amendment Act. Do members
wish to take a brief recess?

All Hon. Members: Agreed.

Chair: Committee of the Whole will recess for 15
minutes.

Recess

Chair: Committee of the Whole will now come to or-

der.

Bill No. 39: Business Law Amendment Act
Chair:
bate on Bill No. 39Business Law Amendment Act.
Hon. Ms. Taylor:
bill, which is part of the original business legtsbn reform

The matter before the Committee is general de?

| am very pleased to speak to this

project. Bill No. 39, theBusiness Law Amendment Act, is sup-
plementary legislation to the five business billgatt were
passed in the Legislature in the fall of 2010.

As | mentioned at the outset, there are two comipisnia
Bill No. 39 before us today: an amendment to enshaé cer-
tain security documentation between lenders andot@rs,
pursuant to th@ersonal Property Security Act, is appropriately
grandfathered under the new legislation; and varibause-
keeping, translation and technical drafting coicect arising
from the business law bills passed in the fall 2D&@islature.

The overall business legislation reform projectuees that
Yukon’s business legislation is up to date and thaton con-
tinues to be an attractive jurisdiction in whichdo business.
With passage of Bill No. 39, this government widvie com-
pleted the statutory component of the businessrédarm pro-
ject, and all that will remain is the developmeftie regula-
tory package.

The final step is also a very large task and inetudraft-
ing of new and amended regulations to these busistasutes.
| am pleased to say that, as | mentioned at theeguhe draft-
ing has begun, and we are working toward havingréigeila-
tions ready for consultation later this year.

Once regulations are finalized, all of the statutes busi-
ness legislation reform project is comprised of W ready to
proclaim, and this very large and important projedi be
complete. | certainly look forward to collaboratimgth the
members opposite and answering any questions libgtrhay
have in regard to this bill. Thank you.

Ms. Hanson:
ing to second reading, my colleague raised a cooplgues-
tions and | just want to comment with respect ®rsponse.

The members of the Official Opposition only raisie
guestions that we did raise with respect to thisasbee we had
been denied a briefing on this legislation, repdigtethrough

It has been moved by the Government House¢he House Leaders’ meetings. | think what it dgesak to and

what we have said is that, for the most part, veegaize once
they are explained to us — and it is unfortunate the have to
come to the Legislative Assembly to get an explanabf

really minor changes to legislation. When we askdhestions
about consultations, it is not because we questibather or
not the government would have done consultations ifove

are not privy to it — and it is one thing to sapuyknow, on
one day we are told, well, we are not responsibiettfe gov-
ernment’s actions of years prior, and then we alé today
that, in fact, it has been doing consultation os tagislation
that came into effect in 2010. A simple discussiarsimple
briefing would provide that kind of background $evbuld not
be part of the conversation in this room.

With that being said, | just had one question. €hsas a
comment made by the minister when we were — aimljitst
more of a point of clarification, if | may — is thavhen |
looked at this, because, again, sans briefing, d lwaking at
trying to decipher really why these changes wittpeet to —
you know | recognize the grammatical differenced some of
the grammatical differences actually could be qdifferent in
intent.

| thank the member opposite. In speak-
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When the minister talked about the French trarmstatny
qguestion is that it was my understanding that late is
drafted in both French and English and they arealdyau-
thoritative. It is my understanding that it's noarslated, but
they are actually drafted in their whole and etyir@s in Eng-
lish and in French. If the minister could just dyafor me and
for this Legislature that we are not really talkigigout transla-
tion of legislation, but ensuring that when it imfied in Eng-
lish it is read equally authoritatively — if sheutd confirm
this for me — in French. We are not talking abganslating
legislation; we are talking about crafting equajiséation in
both official languages.

Hon. Ms. Taylor:
welcome our respective officials to the Legislatinere this
afternoon and thank them for being here and foofalthe work
of these two individuals and many other officiatsthe De-
partment of Community Services, which is a veryybsisop as
| have grown to very much appreciate over theflagtmonths.

With respect to the request for the briefing, wheén say
is that we're here in Committee of the Whole, aadainly one
of the reasons why we are here is to take questindsappre-
ciate the input received from members of the Cifi@pposi-
tion and the Third Party. But of course, some ekthquestions
will, in fact, be addressed here in Committee ef ¥hole and
that's why we do conduct the business that we dihis par-
ticular venue.

As | alluded to earlier, when it comes to considia, |
think | tried to outline that for the member oppgesat greater
length in my introductory remarks, but there hasrbe great
deal of ongoing consultation that has been undentain the
original number of five bills included in this busiss legisla-
tion reform project. As you can appreciate, thagsevary com-
plex, technical issues that certainly require tkgegtise and the
professionalism of many different partners in th@porate
community. For that, we very much appreciate thmtirand
the dialogue that has taken place over the yeathisrinitia-
tive.

It has been about four years in the making, asdl. $&is
legislation that is some 20-plus years old and tergainly
placed Yukon, competitively, at a great disadvamtegmpared
to the rest of the country. So, with these changafes very
much modernize what we have to offer here in théoyu
There is more work to be done, and we certainlytinae that
work by way of conducting or preparing the draft seregula-
tions to be put forward. As | mentioned also, thtge will be
put forward this summer for discussion with the lpud can
certainly outline the degree of consultation thaswndertaken
by the respective stakeholders, but we have catswith the
corporate community, the business law communitg, cham-
bers of commerce, posted information on the governtrowveb-
site, we have issued news releases and obtained. iAp |
mentioned, it's ongoing consultations with all odirostake-
holders.

in this bill are correcting the French-languagesi@r so it is
consistent with the English version.

I was looking at some of the debate that took ptate¢he
floor of the Legislature back in 2010 and in faatds just re-
minded of the one particular bill — I think it wése Business
Corporations Act, if | am not mistaken. At that time, the exist-
ing corporations act, prior to the bill coming fam as
amended, had about 208 sections. Certainly, asntiomed, it
was by far the largest and most comprehensive amplex of
all the various acts that were presented. The aments them-
selves that were brought forward were very techrdnd com-
prised — actually it was over 100 pages of charngedke act.

Madam Chair, | was remiss to not So, as one can appreciate, there are some defasahat have

resulted since those bills were tabled and, agdhis,is really
more of a housekeeping-type legislation that hasbdought
forward to correct some of those deficiencies.

Ms. Hanson: | just have three comments to make.

One — in reiterating this is a technical and coméce
of legislation, the minister only goes to confirnmymhe oppo-
sition and the members of the Third Party woulddfiéfrom a
synopsis briefing of the history, recognizing tila¢ member
opposite was in this Legislative Assembly for thst|10 years.
I would say that most of the other members in Hisise were
not. So, simply to put a context when we're askedhdve an
informed appreciation of the legislation being partward, it
would have been quite useful to say, “15 minutegoafr time;
here you are; this is what it is,” and making tlfiécals avail-
able to do that. We really appreciate when we lgat kind of
briefing with respect to our preparatory work forbadget
briefing. Unfortunately, what we’re seeing with pest to this
suite of amendments to six pieces of legislatioarisunwill-
ingness to offer that to the opposition.

The second part is that the minister again usednitrel
“translation” and | was looking for her to simplprdirm, in
one or two words, that the legislation is equaligfted sepa-
rately, in English and in French — we’re not taliitransla-
tion.

Third, that being said, and assuming there arether @x-
traneous issues that will be raised, the Officipp@sition will,
of course, be supporting this and we would movlaee that
happen as quickly as possible.

Hon. Ms. Taylor: You know, Madam Chair, prior to
me getting involved as an elected official, | watually able to
provide a great deal of research to the respectiveuses that
I've worked for over the years. The first point afntext of
research was really going back fHansard. As | just men-
tioned, there is a great deal of debate that tdaéepin 2010 on
the floor of the Legislature — in October, to beetx— which
speaks at greater length about each of the fiygnaii bills. So,
I would just encourage, perhaps for the futuret thambers
opposite may want to reflect on the debate that#leen place
in the Legislature. | certainly did that, as welk part of re-
viewing the bill going forward and, just for my owacollec-

With respect to the member opposite’s question tabouion, some of the questions that were raised dttihee. It's

French translation — yes, both versions are equaltyorita-
tive and, as | mentioned at the onset, as wellathendments

great context. It provides familiarity with the igs and cer-
tainly for those who are not familiar with the billl can appre-
ciate the complexities and technical-related msttssociated
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with the bill, but it certainly does provide mucbntext. | was
just reminded that, | believe, the Member for Whdiese Cen-
tre actually sat in the gallery during much of tebate then.

| am sure it is not new for the member opposite.&dain,
when we speak to the actual bill in French and Bhgh |
thought | had referred to the word “version” verstrainsla-
tion”.

Mr. Barr: | don’t have as many questions as | did,
the minister opposite has already answered a femould re-
spond that | am glad that businesses were invdlvede con-
sultation and happy to hear that further consualtatvith the
community at large will be forthcoming.

| guess, in the efforts of moving this along, Itjbswve a
couple of questions and that will be it. | am ieted in pro-
tections for shareholders and consumers. | undetdtzat the
superintendent of securities has a responsibilitgadnduct in-
vestigations about violations of theecurities Act, which |
know is not part of this bill, but it's part of thmisiness legisla-
tion reform package.

| understand that the maximum penalties for offenae
$5 million or five years less a day. I'm just goitmask one
question and another one, and that will be it. Hidnee been
any investigations conducted under this legisl&idxso, in
the past, there were businesses registered in th@nywith
not-so-stellar track records. | am talking aboutent — and
the company’s name escapes me, but it was invaiv&dirma
during the military dictatorship there. | woulddiko hear from
the minister how the Yukon’s rules prepare it teyant corpo-
rate bad actors from locating here.

Hon. Ms. Taylor: Madam Chair, | guess when we
talk about theSecurities Act; it did comprise one of the five
original bills brought about in 2010 as part oftthsiness
legislation reform package. The changes that wexrgenas part
of that original package are very much going tghelprotect
the interest of the shareholders. So the packageides a
number of different changes that benefit sharehls|dgich as
providing clarification of options or remedies dabie to
shareholders who may disagree with actions contatexblor
taken by the corporation; it also provides gredlexibility to
customize the structure and the management of catipos
that do not issue shares or securities to the @ubli

When it comes to corporations in the territory, trampo-
rations — Yukon corporations, that is — do not esshares or
other securities to the public and are usually avbg only a
few shareholders who are often family or friendsbasiness
associates. In these types of corporations, shkaleisoare
typically also the directors of the corporation., Sakon cor-
porations that do issue shares or other secutitieke public
will continue to be required to comply with the YarkSecuri-
ties Act and securities laws of any other jurisdiction ihieh
they issue securities to the public. So, again,citmporations
that are listed on a stock exchange, for exampiléstifl have
to comply with the rules of that stock exchange.

Chair:
debate, with clause-by-clause review.

On Clause 1

Clause 1 agreed to

as

We're going to proceed now, seeing no further

On Clause 2
Clause 2 agreed to
On Title
Titleagreed to

Hon. Ms. Taylor: I move that Bill No. 39, entitled
Business Law Amendment Act, be reported without amendment.
Chair: It has been moved that Bill No. 39, entitled
Business Law Amendment Act, be reported without amendment.

Motion agreed to

Chair: Committee of the Whole will recess for five
minutes to await the officials.

Recess

Chair: Order please. Committee of the Whole will
now come to order.

Bill No. 38: Act to Amend the Child Care Act

Hon. Mr. Graham: It's my pleasure today to open
debate on Bill No. 38. I'll perhaps just run thrbug few things
that my department will be doing as a result of tegislation.

We've looked at a number of ways of ensuring cleifds
safety, either voluntarily with the groups that wadn these
areas or by providing handbooks of desirable prastias they
have in B.C. or a standards manual like they havAlberta.
First of all, | guess I'll explain. This amendmemitl authorize
changes to th€hild Care Act in line with the practice of ex-
empting day camps from current licensing practicHsat's
what the whole change is about. As | noted whenathend-
ment was introduced, th€hild Care Act is focused on pro-
grams for children, for care and supervision foilddare,
childcare programming and services.

It's our belief that, in 1990, this was a simple issipn
from the act and it was really never intended tdress the
programs that we’re addressing here today. There'sloubt
that we all want our children to be free from hasmo,that was
our primary concern even while we were developihg t
change in legislation and contemplating the regurat

We tried to think of other things we could do. Asdid
earlier, on our side of the House, we believe &'parent’s
right, and in fact, their responsibility, to be awaf the risks
inherent in these kinds of programs and take tepamsibility
to do some work. But we don’'t want to leave parenisthere
all on their own. That's why we’ve also developetittie dis-
cussion paper here called “Options for AssessingrSer
Camp and Children’s Day Program Safety.” We willthking
this discussion out to the various NGOs, childgareviders
and other interested parties, as well as day progers —
people who are involved in the current day programgm— in
order to work out a set of standards that we belghould ap-
ply to anyone who offers a day program, be it ia gsummer
months when typically most of them are offered. fEhare
some programs that are offered during the yearedls such as
at spring break and those kinds of things.

So | instructed the department to focus its aétisibn in-
creasing the education and awareness of child yséstes
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related to summer camps, children’s day programsct-only
for program operators, but parents as well.

We want to make sure that parents are aware dhttes-
ent — | wouldn’t say “dangers” — but the inherergks of
allowing your children to participate in these tgpef pro-
grams. We also want to make sure we work with $takkers
such as Parks and Recreation, Sport Yukon and ityeo€
Whitehorse to develop the training manuals or dinds. |
think we are probably going to call them “best pices for
running summer camps and day programs”. That's kinthe
idea we have come up with. We would set up a cbpraxtice
and procedures that would ensure children’s safetych are
normally practised by summer day camps and dayranag so
that they would really meet all the requirementssiafe opera-
tion.

The best practices would be collected into a docuniet
provides a comprehensive list of recommended besitipes
that should be considered when running a program.

We would include best practices. | will read thet:li
“Communicating with parents; food safety; sanitatifirst aid;
CPR certification; water and water safety; docuragon re-
porting incident procedures; staff qualificatiotrsining orien-
tation; RCMP criminal records checks; informed @onis per-
sonal health information; emergency proceduresiciesl on
discipline and harassment; reporting of suspedede confi-
dentiality; privacy, et cetera; motorized vehicliegnsing and
operations; liabilities and other types of insugngpecialized
training for high risk activities”, and followingelevant legisla-
tion and regulations such as environmental, heaititpr vehi-
cles and things like that. That is what we inteaddb in the
period immediately — in fact they are working omdw. But
immediately following passage of this amendment,wilebe
meeting with the interest groups to go through #md develop
best practices and guidelines for parents who hogrit chil-
dren in day camps.

That is about all I had. | would be happy to ansaey
questions.

Ms. Hanson: | thank the minister opposite for that ex-
planation. | simply say that it is very helpfuliave that expla-
nation.

| would reiterate, as | said earlier, that it wohlave been
helpful to have had access to that information, &naould
have been simple to have been acceded to in oeateg re-
quests for briefings on this bill. I would pointtatlnat the ex-
planatory note to this bill simply says this bithands theChild

keep our comments very brief on this, because wsuggort,
now that we’ve heard from the minister, the intenthere.

We do have a couple of questions for clarificatiis.sort
of that “woulda, shoulda, coulda” thing — we woubdve
made it a lot easier, we should have perhaps doard we
could have made it a lot easier if we had just a@bttudone
what we talk about in this Legislature, which isrlwtmgether.

I do want to thank the minister’s political stafhis morn-
ing, we were sort of going like, “What does thisan@” We've
been trying — despite what the minister said pidathis on the
other bill, Bill No. 39 — if researchers are noloaled to talk
to people, they can’'t do their research. So, in, fadbien we
asked a question directly of political staff onstldase — on
this case only — we got an answer and it helpedfglthe
situation. So, | appreciate the minister beingHooming on
this and I'll leave it to my other colleagues ifethhave any
other questions. Of course, the Official Oppositiah be sup-
porting this. We'd like to move expeditiously on it

Ms. Stick: | also thank the minister for his comments.
| just want to walk through one part of this ameedin be-
cause it refers to three acts: f@kild Care Act, the Education
Act and theChild and Family Services Act. It took me awhile to
map this out, but in the part that says that “®ecB is re-
placed” — okay, it is th€hild Care Act, “Section 3 is replaced
with the following”, and it talks about the excepti “3 This
act does not apply to (a) care and supervision ciila pro-
vided in any program under ti&ucation Act;”

This is the part that concerned me: “(b) a residéfécil-
ity or services for children established, operatedprovided
under Part 7 of th€hild and Family Services Act; or...” and
then it goes on to another part, but | just wanddal with (b)
first. So if | look at Part 7 of th€hild and Family Services Act,
it includes the “Facilities and services for chddy” and under
that, | think, it is talking about group homes ahdt type of
thing. But also, under section 7 is “Designatior-ot Nations
Service Authority; Responsibilities of First Natiservice au-
thority,” and it is just not clear to me. It is jusot clear. | am
going to ask the minister to explain, because lehtied to
figure it out. | looked at all of section 7, whichactually quite
a large piece, and we would just like clarification that,
please.

Hon. Mr. Graham: The changes are made to ensure
that licensing regulations under t@hild Care Act, only apply
to those children who are in actual, supervisettichre.

So it won't apply to children under tlglucation Act who

Care Act to provide the Commissioner in Executive Councilgo on a supervised, overnight trip with teachdraidn’'t apply

with the authority to exempt certain programs foitdren from
the application of the act. Now, when we look at €hild

to a residential or family service that is coveuedler theChild
and Family Services Act. It’s intended to exclude those because

Care Act, and as the minister referenced, it covers a broatoth of those acts have very specific regulatiomalidg with

range of things, we think, holy cow. What are wikitey about
here? If we had had the Government House Leadgrsea
ment to a briefing, we would probably not have twé any
conversation in this Legislative Assembly. Whatel"heard
from the minister does give me great comfort tihatre is an
intention to do something that does perhaps makeses |
know that there are probably some comments fromooriero
of my colleagues — the Official Opposition doeseird to

children in those circumstances. So we wanted tkensare
that the new section (c) authorizes a regulatioexiude spe-
cific programs. It doesn’t authorize any other aes) But we
want to make sure that it's clearly understood thatlicensing
provisions of theChild Care Act do not apply to these other
circumstances. It's just making it clearer becaiideas been
like this since 1990, and no one has had diffiegltwith it.
Now that it was pointed out that under Bleild Care Act, the



840

HANSARD

April 19, 2012

interpretation was — yes, there was no length §ipecso that
they could be taken in by tighild Care Act wording.

Ms. Stick: I think | just about got it. I'm wondering if
the minister could also then just clarify the lpitce for me —
“(j.1) exempting a program for children, or a clasgprogram

benefit from the expertise of the Department of ¢adion, per-
haps support in some way — many of our camp colarsel
who are young students themselves who are justiggointo a
career. Two things on that: | would encourage tleniver to
establish some framework of support for the variagsencies
that are taking children to summer camps; and lldveacour-

I know this is about day camps, but has the ministeage the member to work with the Minister of Edumatand the

thought of other programs that might be exempt?

Hon. Mr. Graham: So what we are talking about
here are programs for children where a parentésgt — so
that’s one classification. Programs for childrenwe want to
exempt two specific groups. The second is progrionghil-
dren where a parent is there. In other words,pgaeent is pre-
sent at the program — or nearby, if needed — lzehbckey
school or children in a play camp, those campshosé pro-
grams will be exempted from licensing. And alsogpeamns for
children that provide incidental childcare — thewe@ek crite-
ria limits the exemption of programs of the appnoaie length
of the school holiday season. That's what it's maked for, and
that’s why (j) is there.

Ms. Stick:
the minister could tell us whether the regulatiothgen, will
also be brought into line with these amendmentthédChild
Care Act?

Hon. Mr. Graham: Yes. That's exactly what will
happen. As the member has already pointed oug therently
are no regulations under ti@hild Care Act. So this will be
regulation number one. Currently, there are no legiguns un-
der theChild Care Act. That's why theChild Care Act is as
long as it is.

This will be regulation (1) under thehild Care Act and it
will be very short. It will exempt only those twoggrams from
licensing under the act. That’s all it would do.

Ms. Stick:

expertise that has gathered around that.

I know people went out for training camps. Theres\adot
of work done on risk assessment and how to work pétrents.
The duty or the obligation to have informed consamd what
that means changed the way education deals witlpsand
experiential learning. That expertise may help #ralessons
learned from that may help in terms of helping BIBOs de-
liver similar safe programming. Thank you.

Hon. Mr. Graham: | agree, and not only with the
Department of Education — that’s why | had the, lesttually,
of best practices — but my colleagues here in Comin&er-
vices and the Sport and Recreation branch havea deal of
experience in this area as well. We'll be workinghvthem as

So, with these changes, | would wonder ifwell as NGOs. The City of Whitehorse, of courseaibig

player in this process as well. We will be workingh them. |
know there is some preliminary work already beingel

In many of the communities, as well, much of the-pr
gramming such as what we're exempting here froemking is
being done either with the daycares or at leastoimperation
with — or that kind of thing.

What the department is taking a look at — becahseet
are daycares in virtually every community in theitery with
the exception, | believe, of Beaver Creek and pbgsbne
other — we will be looking at including them in shtonsulta-
tion as well. So we’ll be not only bouncing idedktbe Yukon
Childcare Association, but we’ll actually be incing some of

| stand corrected on the regulations for thetheir folks in it as well. | believe the Yukon Cthilare Associa-

Child Care Act and would just ask the member at this samdion has a conference on April 27 and 28, whicjuss coming

time whether there is a plan in place to actualiggin regula-
tions that will cover the completehild Care Act and make it
clear for daycare providers and parents and fasnitietheir
roles and responsibilities.

Hon. Mr. Graham: Madam Chair, we're straying a
little bit from this one, but at this point, thesaee no proposed
regulations that | will be bringing forward on trégde of the
House for passage. We're always open to suggestos
comments, though, so if the member opposite wishenake
some suggestions, we would happily consider theu.aBthis
time, there are no regulations in the hopper, a®it.

Mr. Tredger: Just one quick comment. It sort of
perked up my interest when the minister oppositethabout
regulations and safety of the children. A numbeyedirs ago
there was a horrific accident in the Rogers Pasgrdup of
students were out on a field trip and they wereghaup in an
avalanche; | believe 17 were killed. That resultleddepart-
ments of education across the land examining wtaatdards
of care, what obligations we had to children whwegytwere in
our care.

| was pleased to hear that the minister is thinlah¢pok-
ing at that. | think our NGOs and various summenjgs could

up, so we’ll be trying to do some work with thenvee|.

| do have to make one small change. There arertlyre
some regulations under ti@hild Care Act dealing with licens-
ing so, Madam Chair, the member opposite was ritpere are
a few regulations.

Chair: Is there any further debate on Bill No. 38? We
can proceed to clause-by-clause debate.

Mr. Tredger: Please forgive my ignorance. Is there a
way we can make it happen all at once?

Chair: | believe it will be quicker in this case to go
through the process.

On Clause 1

Clause 1 agreed to

On Clause 2

Clause 2 agreed to

On Clause 3

Clause 3 agreed to

On Title

Title agreed to
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Hon. Mr. Graham: I move that Bill No. 38, entitled
Act to Amend the Child Care Act, be reported without amend-
ment.

Chair:
38, entitledAct to Amend the Child Care Act, be reported with-
out amendment.

Motion agreed to

Hon. Mr. Cathers:
resume the Chair.
Chair:
Speaker do now resume the Chair.
Motion agreed to

Speaker resumes the Chair

Speaker: | will now call the House to order.
May the House have a report from the Chair of Cottemi
of the Whole?

Chair’s report
Ms. McLeod:
ered Bill No. 39, entitledBusiness Law Amendment Act, and
directed me to report the bill without amendment.
Also, Committee of the Whole has considered Bill 88,

Act to Amend the Child Care Act, and directed me to report the

bill without amendment.
Speaker:

Committee of the Whole. Are you agreed?
Some Hon. Members: Agreed.
Speaker: | declared the report carried.

Speaker:

GOVERNMENT BILLS

Bill No. 5: Third Appropriation Act, 2011-12 — Third
Reading

Clerk:
of the Hon. Mr. Pasloski.

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: I move that Bill No. 5, entitled
Third Appropriation Act, 2011-12, be now read a third time and
do pass.

Speaker:
Bill No. 5, entitledThird Appropriation Act, 2011-12, be now
read a third time and do pass.

We will now proceed to government bills.

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: | rise to speak to Bill No. 5, the
Third Appropriation Act, 2011-12, at third reading. This bill is
the third appropriation act for the 2011-12 fisgahr. The total
sums required in this appropriation are outlinedéhedule A,
which is attached to the act. The legislation gisesents in
Schedule B the amounts required to be approvetibyegis-
lature for grants.

In my second reading speech and through our vemyt sh
debate, ministers and I laid out for the memberthisfLegisla-
ture the content of the supplementary budget. Il mat repeat
this again at this time. I'd like to thank the Depzent of Fi-

It has been moved by Mr. Graham that Bill No.

It has been moved by Mr. Cathers that the

You have heard the report from the Chair of

Third reading, Bill No. 5, standing in the name

nance for their exemplary work and due diligencd bmove
that Bill No. 5,Third Appropriation Act, 2011-12, be now read
a third time.

Motion for third reading of Bill No. 5 agreed to

Speaker: | declare that Bill No. 5 has passed this
House.

Hon. Mr. Cathers: I move that the Speaker do now

I move that the Speaker do now leave the Chair and that the House resolve into rGitt@e of

the Whole.
Speaker: It has been moved by the Government House
Leader that the Speaker do now leave the Chairtlaaidthe
House resolve into Committee of the Whole.
Motion agreed to

Spoeaker |eaves the Chair

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE

Chair: Order please. Committee of the Whole will
now come to order.

The matter before Committee is Bill No. Birst Appro-

Committee of the Whole has consid- priation Act, 2012-13. We are going to commence debate on

Vote 52, Department of Environment.
Would members like a recess?
All Hon. Members:  Agreed.

Chair: Committee of the Whole will recess for 10
minutes.

Recess

Chair: Committee of the Whole will now come to or-

der.

Bill No. 6: First Appropriation Act, 2012-13

Chair: The matter before the Committee is Bill No. 6,
First Appropriation Act, 2012-13. We are going to start general
debate on Vote 52, Department of Environment.

Department of Environment

Hon. Mr. Dixon: | rise today to outline some of the
Department of Environment’s plans for the comiregéi year,
but before | do | wanted to welcome to the HouseDeputy

It has been moved by the Hon. Premier tha{\/lmlster of Environment, Mr. Kelvin Leary. | believthe res-

ignation of the Deputy Minister of Executive Coun@iffice
this summer will leave Kelvin as the longest segviteputy
minister in the Yukon. We appreciate very muchlbigg ten-
ure with us. Whether or not congratulations or adedces are
in order, | will leave that to others to decideagdpreciate his
support very much here today and indeed, as Minigt&nvi-
ronment. | would also like to thank the staff ire thepartment
of Environment for their excellent work so far anddeed,
with this budget. | know the folks in the Finanagarch in De-
partment of Environment have put a lot of work intese
documents and we appreciate it very much. Indeddero
branches of the Department of Environment put afaffort
into developing this budget and developing our léor this
year.
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The department seeks to be a recognized leaderaandtribution so that we can determine changes to tbesa popu-

trusted partner in environmental stewardship whasgons
support a healthy, sustainable and prosperous Yukenand
into the future. The employees strive to safegudunton’s
ecosystems because they know that healthy comrasititrive
in a healthy environment. Their work supports infed, inclu-
sive decision-making, generates shared knowleddegaides
others to act responsibly and respectfully. Somewf new
initiatives this year are in response to the curesonomic up-
swing and these initiatives will help us ensure toatinued,
wise management of the territory’s natural and mmvnental
resources.

We will be combining the resources of three brasctoe
help us establish baseline inventories in the Raeakld White
Gold regions so that we can better understand aathge the
cumulative effects of quartz mining exploration tre terri-
tory’s water resources, wildlife and fish and tHeabitat.

We will be completing the planning and design wiwka
new regional office in Watson Lake to house therapens of
three Environment Yukon branches. We will condugpre-
liminary assessment to determine the cleanup dostshe

lation associated with future mining and acceslbgment in
the White River area south of Dawson and the RaiklRarea
east of Mayo.

We will be sharing the results of these surveysiite
Dawson, Mayo and Selkirk renewable resource cosintile
will also undertake a ground survey of a small paton of
Dall sheep in the White River district. Little isxdwwn about
these sheep and, in particular, how they move albegivers.
Given their small size and relative isolation, thgsoups may
be at a greater risk of disturbance. Baseline m&dion about
the group size, group connectivity and movementta®us
needed and can be used to mitigate potential irepHatevel-
opment on these sheep.

In the southern Yukon we will be looking at sheepula-
tions near the Ketza River mine property. There wa®la-
tively comprehensive sheep population and habitatysin the
late 1980s. Results of an aerial study in 2007 ssiggl that the
habitat selection by the sheep will help us deteemivhat has
to be done to avoid impacts by mining activity. TKetza
River mining project is about to undergo an adeguawview

Yukon government’s highway maintenance camp at tSwifwith the stated intent of reopening the Ketza miGerrent

River. We will be adding to the services providedie people
of the Carmacks area through the new Conservatifiice®
Services branch office with planning and designgarew of-
fice addition slated for construction in 2013-14.

We are hosting an international youth eco-forumcbn
mate change and creating balance, as | mentionédraaday
in the tribute to Earth Day. Forty youth delegdi®sn across
the circumpolar north and their chaperons will joitukon
youth and event coordinators for seven days ofraragiing as
they cultivate youth leadership, environmental amass and
circumpolar relationship building. This will be tfiest year of
the new coordinated approach to establishing basentories
and assessing possible cumulative effects of tbentemineral
exploration and development work on Yukon'’s frestewdish,
wildlife and habitats.

The assessment of cumulative affects is requireutne
Yukon Environmental and Socio-economic Assessment Act. The
actions needed to obtain the cumulative assessmenets
strongly supported by affected First Nations aslvasl the
agencies responsible for environmental assessnmahtlzend
disposition requests. These agencies use the envimtal
assessment process on a project-by-project badisvannow
require plans, data collection, programs and pedi¢d under-
stand the cumulative affects on regions undergancgeased
industrial activity. This new coordinated initiatiwill utilize
resources of the department’s Fish and Wildlife,té&V&Re-
sources and Environmental Programs branches. TiHisielp
us collect baseline data on existing industrial astp on wa-
terways so that we can anticipate the impact of aetivity.

The Fish and Wildlife branch will carry out a mocser-
vey through the western lower Stewart River andheastern
White River moose management units, and a secormseno
survey through the upper Stewart River watershedglthe
Beaver and Rackla rivers. These will help us geeliae in-
formation on moose densities, population compasitéind dis-

information is needed to inform this process. Twloeo survey
projects not connected to our cumulative effectBative, as
these were identified earlier, are in anticipatadrmore traffic
on the North Canol Road due to increased minenalloeation
activities. The first is a moose survey in respamskcal con-
cerns about increased hunting traffic in the afée. other is to
determine the current population of the small residgoat
population in the Itsi Range south of Ross River.

The goat survey will be available for industry aedource
managers to evaluate the potential effects of dgweént on
goats in that area.

Our Conservation Officer Services branch is coritigu
with its efforts to protect the environment andveeYukoners.
Last year we staffed one new conservation offiasitfn in
Carmacks, as | mentioned earlier, last year, ipaese to re-
quests from area residents. This year, we willdmreg another
half-time field position to the branch to increase field pres-
ence and meet growing demands for services.

The department’s largest capital budget item tlgaryis
the planning and design for a new Watson Lake regioffice
building to replace the 1960s structure that waift ffar the
Conservation Officer Services branch. The new Ingdwhen
completed in 2013-14, will house two conservatidficers,
offices for the Fish and Wildlife branch, regiofmblogists, as
well as the seasonal Parks branch staff. | know hlaging a
new building will make those folks very happy. Thuatilding
that | mentioned is indeed in quite a sorry stateently and is
in much need of replacement.

We are also implementing the succession planniit@a4in
tive for our First Nations conservation liaisonioé and we
will be recruiting for a three-year term First Nats liaison
training position in the branch for this year.

We will be looking at two new Internet-based seggithat
are being developed by the Conservation Officervies
branch. The first is a pilot project to help Whibebe residents
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learn how to reduce their conflicts with bearstia summer by
improving the public’'s access to information abdetars in
their neighbourhoods. The second proposal is tckveor the
logistics for an Internet-based hunter educatioth etfics de-
velopment course to remove barriers to participaesind enable
hunters to take the HEED course on their own sdeeflam

anywhere in the territory.

The popularity of Tombstone Territorial Park conts to
draw interest from Yukon residents, as well as @amaand
international travellers, many of whom have stagedrnight
in one of the three backcountry campgrounds. Leat,ywhen
many jurisdictions reported a decline in visit@avel, we saw a
25-percent increase in the number of visitors irmibstone,
where visitations went from 10,000 in 2010 to 12,5 2011.
This increased demand means we have to come upneith
and innovative ways of helping a wide range of peamjoy
the Tombstone experience.

We are working on introducing, on a pilot basispadine
registration system for people who want to bookirthack-
country Tombstone Park camping spot in advancthidfpro-
ject is successful, we will look at whether we @&xpand the
service in the future.

We are considering, in 2012, also on a pilot basisffer
two group camping sites at the Tombstone Mountaimp:
ground for commercial wilderness tourism operattrsuse
exclusively in order to support their business.itAstands now,
our existing park campgrounds are occupied 100eperaf the
time from the beginning of July to the end of Augudean-
while, we have watched our territory-wide campgbwsage
steadily increase over the years, and we will s=ssng the
options that would allow us to offer more campgrbservices
to more people by expanding the number of camppassin
existing campgrounds.

We set a new record in 2011, with the highest nunolbe
Yukon resident annual permits issued in the pasyezks. In
1990, we issued 670 annual camping permits to eatsd Last
year, it was 1,901. We also sold the highest nunabever-
night camping permits since 1998. Almost 1,000 mzamp-
ground permits were purchased last year compartdd 20i10.
Our sales to non-residents went down from 20,5320i10 to
17,014 last year, which may have been a reflectibrihe
European and American economies.

On the capital side we will be repairing and replgahe
30-year-old Five Finger Rapid viewing platform astadirway
just north of Carmacks. The two-year project beiga2011-12
and will be completed early in the new year in tifoethe up-
coming tourist season.

The water strategy will help provide long-term diien
for economically and environmentally responsiblevadep-
ment, management and use of water in Yukon andledta
principles to guide future decision-making. It isr antention to
take the proposed water strategy to all Yukonergteir re-
view and comment, because water is so importarg\feryone.
| think that is reflected in the number of questiand the at-
tention it has received in the House so far thisiea.

Canada’s premiers, through the Council of the Fater,
made clear the importance of water as a nationatifyrwhen
they approved th&ater Charter in August 2010 to guide the
delivery of water management programs in their eetpe
jurisdictions. TheWater Charter’s goals are to reduce con-
sumption, increase efficiency, protect quality aahpt to the
effects of climate change on water.

We are also proud of two years of research, disooss
writing and web development that has resulted & ythkon-
water website that has been up and running duhiagast fis-
cal year.

The single-source web portal helps individuals,ustdy,
governments, non-governmental organizations andla&yy
agencies get the information they need on evergttordo with
water in Yukon. | would encourage members to uisé site
www.yukonwater.calt is an excellent resource with a signifi-
cant amount of information. The site lists over0D3ocations
around the territory where water is being monitomedwas
studied in the past and provides details on howemiat used
for mining, agriculture, fisheries, forestry and and gas. In-
formation is also provided on the federal, terfdhrmunicipal
and First Nation governments and their role in wat@nage-
ment, as well as the regulatory agencies whicherevivater
use in the territory.

There are five locations that the department wellviork-
ing on this year as part of its efforts to cleanamgl remediate
Yukon government contaminated sites, as well atminu-
ing initiative to clean up and remediate the Matwaipit in
Whitehorse. We are continuing with year 3 of a fite six-
year program to clean up the Klondike River Highvwmaginte-
nance camp on the Dempster Highway.

We will be doing ongoing assessment work at theftSwi
River highway maintenance camp this year to detsgnuur
course of action and the potential cleanup costs.

The Climate Change Secretariat is one of Yukon gove
ment’s agencies that will be welcoming delegateth&inter-
national youth eco-forum on climate change andtcrgéal-
ance, being hosted this August by the Yukon goveminiThe
main sponsor for this event is the Northern Forwhich is

We also hope to commence a number of park managememade up of eight sub-national and regional govemmé&om

planning processes in 2012 that will see new wildes parks
created under land claims and regional land usenpig. Wa-
ter is a significant issue and a high priority witththe Yukon
government. The Water Resources branch is the dgadcy
for developing a Yukon water strategy across sixegoment
departments. Those include Community Services, dgner
Mines and Resources, Environment, of course, theciitive
Council Office, Health and Social Services as veal High-
ways and Public Works.

eight northern countries. We anticipate the arrofaht least 40
youth delegates from across the circumpolar nditiere could
be as many as 70 delegates, including chaperomes; Will
join Yukon youth in an event coordinated for fivayd of pro-
gramming as they cultivate youth leadership, emvirental
awareness and circumpolar relationship-building.

I have listed some of the new initiatives that thepart-
ment will be undertaking this year as we work tadvaustain-
able management and effective environmental steshgydof



844

HANSARD

April 19, 2012

Yukon’s rich biodiversity. We are continuing to Woon cli-
mate change and the Yukon government’s responaéapting
to the effects of climate change and what we catodeduce
our contributions to greenhouse gas emissions. Webe
looking at new ways to communicate and deliver seivices
to the public, and we will be continuing our invent and
monitoring programs for fish and wildlife populai® air and
water.

We will be expanding our ongoing work to develoghfi
and wildlife management plans with the participatiof our
partners and stakeholders. Through our actionsyiwsupport
a healthy, sustainable and prosperous Yukon nowirdandhe
future. | would like to thus extend the opporturtitymembers
opposite to raise questions about our budget. Thank

Ms. White:
will keep my questions to a minimum and wait fareliby-line
discussions on some items.

| would like to thank the department officials witthom |
met for their thorough and informative briefing. Maof my
more procedural questions have already been andvigréhe
officials, so | will concentrate on other itemsamincern.

| would like to start with water. As you mentionetie
Council of the Federation meeting in August 201 she
Yukon also accept the Yukon River Inter-Tribal Wated
Council strategy with the goals to reduce consuomptin-
crease efficiency, protect quality and adapt to effects of
climate change on water.

How has the territory and department met thosesgtusl
day and what kind of implementations are we seeing?

Hon. Mr. Dixon: Madam Chair, one thing | did skip
over in my opening remarks was that we are commentio
monitoring stations in the Yukon, one at ScroggreeR and
one at Thistle Creek. | know | have discussedtbi®re in the
House, but | did forget to mention it. | skippedeowa para-
graph in my notes.

In terms of working toward meeting the goals of Whater
Charter, one of the things, as | mentioned, was the dgvelo
ment of the yukonwater website. One of the goathéncharter
is of course to produce and share more informadioout wa-
ter, so the Department of Environment took the sfdpaving a
single web portal to provide as much informationpassible,
collaborate on as much information as possible ruadte it
available to the public. On that website, we wilespretty
much everything we know about water that has beerw dr is
ongoing. The data on there ranges from creek flamgsturbid-
ity to anything we know about potential water quyatheasures
throughout the territory.

| would say that as the next step, in terms of mgebur
goals, | would highlight the importance of develgpia water
strategy. It's something that we know is very inipat. It's
important to the work of the department, and itigoortant to
the work of all the departments that have a sayater man-
agement. It's something we heard throughout thepeégn last
year, and it's something that has obviously beeoiat of dis-
cussion in this House previously.

It's our hope that that water strategy will addrassumber
of things. As | said, it will involve the variougpgartments that

will be engaged in water management, as well asragov-
ernments — municipalities and First Nations — thldthave a
stake in managing Yukon’'s water resources.

In terms of the member's question, proceeding fodwa
with a water strategy is, of course, one of the tkeygs there.
Increasing our monitoring and data collection amgbroving
our ability to share it and distribute it throughet yukon-
water.ca website are some of the ways we’re mofongard
with water management.

Ms. White: | thank the minister for opening the door
on the water strategy.

Where is the department in implementing or craftiingt
water strategy as proposed to Cabinet in Septe@®&0? It
was discussed as early as 2006, so where are thatiprocess

In an effort to debate all departments, |of the water strategy?

Hon. Mr. Dixon: As | said earlier in my opening re-
marks, preliminary work has begun, and we are hppingo
out to public consultation later this year, | beéen the fall —
hopefully in the fall — to consult Yukoners and etlstake-
holders in water management, including First Natiand mu-
nicipalities. That's where we are in that process.

Ms. White: | thank the minister for answering my
next question without me even asking it. The depant would
address some aspects of the water strategy likedsed data
and information collection, but the strategy asposed does
not include — and this is going back on the docusémat |
have seen — source water protection, includingaserfand
ground water, protection of wetlands and headwatard re-
striction of deleterious land uses that may contaei drinking
water sources. Will these concerns be addresséukipublic
consultation or on a department level?

Hon. Mr. Dixon: Thank you. | will try to touch on all
of the items raised by the member opposite.

The first one was source water protection. Of cpulast
fall in our first sitting in this Legislature, weehrd a report re-
leased from an NGO from down south, | believe iswmaOt-
tawa, criticizing the Yukon government source wat@tection
mechanisms, | suppose.

One of the issues there is the fact that the nigjai
Yukon’s drinking water comes from ground water,itsdoes
not need — let me rephrase that. In other aredlseo€ountry,
where they have vast tracks of open water, whichthesr
source of their drinking water, they are requiredve source
water protection around that land to prevent disnoces and
stuff getting into the water, essentially. We dd have that
issue here in the Yukon as much, because we argliaot on
ground water for drinking water, so that was onehef issues
that we took with that report from the NGO down thout
simply did not recognize the realities of our diimk water
situation here in the north.

When it comes to wetlands, we've adopted a newsiflas
cation system for assessing wetlands, and we’réngde im-
plement that classification system. So we hopewliahelp us
understand our wetlands here in the Yukon. As | troead
previously, we've identified a number of areas footection
through the implementation of land claims over years, as
well as regional land use planning. Some of thgddgywetland
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complexes in North America are protected right hiergukon
as a result of thBlorth Yukon Regional Land Use Plan.

In terms of gathering that information, that’'s psety why
we want to go out to the public for consultatiord &md out
which issues are important to Yukoners and gatat infor-
mation from other levels of government, as wellFast Na-
tions.

Ms. White: With relation to the source water protec-
tion — understanding that our drinking water oftemes from
groundwater, is the minister saying that he dog¢$aleve that
source water needs to be protected?

Hon. Mr. Dixon: No, of course, I'm not saying it
doesn’t need protection. I'm just saying the kirfdoootection
contemplated in the report | was referencing isr@tessarily
appropriate in our case. We don’t need vast trattand set
aside for source water protection for our drinkingter be-
cause we do not draw our drinking water from swafaater.

Groundwater, though, is something that needs tade
dressed and that is something that we really hopatress in
the water strategy. Developing our understanding thod
groundwater regime — oh, | didn’t say thank you, dden
Chair. | apologize, Madam Chair. As | was sayirgg tvater
strategy — | lost my flow there.

As | was saying, what we hope is that within theewa
strategy, we would address issues around bettesrstahding
our ground water regime, so that we can proteahvjously,
as well as provide that data to Yukoners, includimgustry,
who have an interest in better understanding oourmgptwater
regime and how that water travels through the giouhis the
better way to describe it, | guess.

Ms. White: Thank you. | will let the minister know
that | have also gotten a note about things thmegeld to watch
while | speak, so we are on the same page.

Baseline data and water monitoring collection foe t
White Gold and Rackla areas is very important,dauts gath-
ering baseline data in areas that have yet todiartied.

Does the department have a plan to do increasetbigr
wide baseline data and water monitoring collectmior to
increased human development activity?

Hon. Mr. Dixon: The Department of Environment
does work with Environment Canada to monitor sitesugh-
out the Yukon, not just where we see increased ldpweent.
As | said, the yukonwater.ca website does colldicbfathat
data into one source for the public. There are @ @ifferent
monitoring areas throughout the Yukon that we nayniThe
ones, as I've noted here earlier, are a resulhakased devel-
opment in the area where we feel that we would fitefilem
an increased understanding and an increased bodsgtafre-
lated to the water quality and water turbidity. Teavhy we've
targeted those areas and that's why I've highlighteem to-
day.

quality assessment work throughout the territorgt are will
continue to do that.

Ms. White: With the aspiration of having land use
plans move forward in the two areas that have lidemtified,
have they now been put on the plan as far as basetita and
water collecting — that entire part — getting theady for the
land use plans that we are hoping to move forwarthé next
little while?

Hon. Mr. Dixon: We do collect water data throughout
the territory and all those regions. So if the memineans the
north Yukon, specifically, of course within thatear— in fu-
ture areas, we do water data collection througtiautyukon in
all regions and in all the regions that would p&tdly be iden-
tified for the development of regional land usengla

Ms. White: Out of eight major river systems that
Canada and the Yukon are monitoring, only four hemaplete
data. Of those four, one is marginal, one is faie is good and
one is excellent. When can we expect to see complata on
the other four river systems and the “marginal” &fadr” col-
lection improved?

Hon. Mr. Dixon: We monitor all major rivers in the
Yukon. I'm not sure which eight the member is refes to. |
wonder if she could provide a little clarificatias to which
eight she is referring to.

Ms. White: | am frantically looking for that paper, but
maybe someone will send it in when they hear thigll move
on to the next question, and | will come back wiies paper
magically appears.

Given the increased development activity throughtbet
territory and the urgent need for land use planringxamples
are the recent Whitehorse Trough oil and gas dispos— the
territory needs much more water data collection awehitor-
ing. Will the minister commit to developing a corapensive
plan, as well as the cost of that plan, for delhgrbaseline
data collection and monitoring of Yukon'’s freshweteurces?

Hon. Mr. Dixon: What | will commit to, of course, is
the development of a Yukon water strategy, which da pre-
cisely that. It will identify areas throughout tiaikon where
we need to do additional monitoring; perhaps imprexisting
monitoring, as well as continue to monitor where ave cur-
rently. The water strategy is really intended tarads all of
those things, so | hope that answers the membeéstigpn.

Ms. White: With public consultation expected on that
water strategy this fall, when can we expect to theewater
strategy implemented or brought forward in this bl

Hon. Mr. Dixon: Just as a point of clarification, |
think | perhaps got my facts incorrect there. Wéd doing
targeted stakeholder consultation this fall fitsen public con-
sultation after that. So the timelines after that depend on
what we hear from Yukoners on what we need to magims
of development of a strategy. We think that, agitl 9efore,

We do have an ongoing information gathering progran¥ukoners are keen to have this, and it was a phatftommit-

throughout the territory. As well, we also do snhewrveys
across Yukon to help predict floods and water leaid pro-
vide that information both to Yukon Energy Corparatand
communities that could potentially be threatenedflbgds. |
guess to answer the member opposite’s questiordomgater

ment of ours, so we are keen to move forward witBut be-
yond the consultation timelines, we don’t have ather time-
lines.

Ms. White: My list of rivers have just magically ap-
peared in front of me, so when | am referring ® ¢ight major
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river systems — so the ones right now that dorviehthe com-
pleted data, we have the Dezadeash River at Hdumagion;
the Porcupine River above Old Crow; Yukon RiverVarsh
Lake dam. The ones that are fair and marginal —haee
South McQuesten River below Flat Creek and the #ikan
River above Bonanza Creek.

Hon. Mr. Dixon: When it comes to monitoring
Yukon’s rivers, we do so on a risk-management b&s if
there are data gaps on particular rivers that nedae filled,
that's what will guide us forward. If there is atentified need
for additional information, we will base our deciss on that. It
is an ongoing process — developing our understandinva-
ter quality throughout the Yukon.

Ms. White:
water strategy and that time frame — have we dgotoad es-
timate of when we could see this or when the putdicsulta-
tion part will happen?

Hon. Mr. Dixon: As | said, we’'ll be doing targeted
consultation in the fall and public consultationlately
shortly thereafter, | assume. Beyond that, the deant offi-
cials will have to collect the data gathered bydtbasultations,
assess it and develop a water strategy. The exactiret of
work that will be required will depend on what weah from
the public and what we hear from stakeholders. 8goid
those timelines | mentioned, | wouldn’t be willibggcommit to
any more precise timeline than that.

Ms. White: | thank the minister for that answer. In
referencing the questions | asked today in Questienod, the
minister spoke about measures that the departraaniriently
undertaking to protect species at risk and thebita Could
the minister elaborate on those for me, please?

Hon. Mr. Dixon: In terms of protecting habitat, there
are a number of special management areas througteterri-
tory that have arisen from the implementation afllalaims as
well as the land use planning process, as welbbagdt protec-
tion areas. We identify those areas through a numbemeans,
as | mentioned, and then typically create managéemplems,
usually with First Nations and our partners, defeman the
specifics. We have identified a number of thoseemég, in-
cluding Devils Elbow and Big Island in the Mayo-&tet area
— south of Stewatrt, | believe. Those are the kiodeays we
are protecting wildlife habitat.

Ms. White:
S0 not just general habitat but for our more endesd) crea-
tures?

Hon. Mr. Dixon:
for identifying species at risk. One of those is thommittee
on the Status of Endangered Wildlife in Canadatii2t com-
mittee, we do have a representative, so Yukon liaprasenta-
tive on that committee.

Is this specifically for the species at risk,

extirpated and, finally, extinct. When it comessfeecific spe-
cies there, | will give the member an example, Whidll be
more helpful. Recently, two species of bats wesmiified by
COSEWIC that do occur in Yukon and they were asskss
endangered across Canada by COSEWIC. Those speitlies
likely be added to the federgbecies at Risk Act.

Environment Yukon is working closely with our col-
leagues across Canada to coordinate the monitaridgnitiga-
tion response to white-nose syndrome, which is radiyme
which afflicts the said bats and is a cause foir thecline.

Environment Yukon has been monitoring little brotat
populations in Yukon since 2004. As a result, gbadeline
information on Yukon bats is available to assesdrtipact that

When we were just speaking about thewhite-nose syndrome may have in Yukon. We engagdle avi

committee like COSEWIC to identify species and tpeovide
the data that we have from our inventory and mainigopro-
grams to help develop strategies for those spevVikste en-
gaged in the process for management of all majecisp at
risk that occur in Yukon and we are engaged with ather
partners such as the federal government in the geanent of
those species.

Ms. White: I'm also referencing a discussion we had
earlier today where you were citing examples ireofhrisdic-
tions where they had run into problems with implatirey spe-
cies at risk legislation. What I'm going to ask nav Can the
minister please cite examples of other jurisdictidhat have
implemented and are now questioning their own sseat risk
legislation? Can the minister also explain to usatvhe be-
lieves some of those problems have been?

| believe earlier it was referenced that it was &t and
polar bears, and if the minister can explain ta¢hes problem
that has happened there between the territory edederal
government.

Hon. Mr. Dixon: As | said, yes, a number of other ju-
risdictions have adopted species at risk legistatincluding
our neighbouring territories. In the case the menopposite is
asking about, | was referencing the polar bear ldodavut,
and that's a case where Nunavut has species degation,
and the federal government was moving to class$iéy polar
bear as — I'm not sure if it was endangered — vaddissify it
as a species at risk. The federal government wasydbat
unilaterally, despite the fact that Nunavut didiink, in their
opinion and through their legislation; that thegrddear needed
to be classified as such.

That's an example of a case where conflict has roedu

There are a number of mechanismsbetween the federal government and a jurisdictigh gpecies

at risk legislation. | wouldn’t say that they arecessarily ques-
tioning their decision to create legislation, bugy are having
issues. They are having issues like the one | justtioned
where the relationship between the federal legisiadnd terri-

COSEWIC, to use the acronym, is a national committetorial legislation seems to be somewhat unclear.

that evaluates the status of all wildlife specieCianada and
identifies those most at risk. There is quite adisthose spe-
cies that are in Yukon. | won'’t read them all, butould say
that there are probably 20 or so that range ospletrum from
not at risk to extinct. There is a whole range loat spectrum,
such as not at risk, special concern, threatenedaregered,

To provide a little further context to my answedag in
Question Period, what we are doing is assessirggtisgues.

We're talking to our counterparts in those jurisidios and
we're assessing whether or not we need to movediatwith
species at risk legislation at this time. Givent gnacedure so
far, we've determined that we may want to wait aed if the
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federal government is going to continue to uséeigsslation to
go over the heads of the other territorial govemisidegisla-
tion, and if that's the case, perhaps adoptingawn legisla-
tion isn’t necessarily the best way forward.

We do have a number of other mechanisms for piiatgct
and managing species at risk in Yukon and we'vendiouo
date, that they have been adequate.

Ms. White:
with the polar bear, the federal government and Goeern-
ment of Nunavut, are we concerned about specifarmgtes
comparable to that situation within the territolmat the minis-
ter is worried will cause those conflicts?

Hon. Mr. Dixon: | wouldn’t say that we are specifi-
cally worried about any particular species, but tnikampor-
tant is that we are working with other jurisdictsoan any and
every species of concern. That is effective nowouldn’t say
that there is a specific species that we are wibmieuld reflect
the same situation as has occurred in other juatisdis.

What we are concerned with is just the generaliegpbn
of the law and whether or not it is necessary ahdther or not
the relationship between the federal governmerslegtipn and
the territory’s legislation — if it's necessary fos to move
forward with our own legislation. Our experiencedite is that
there have been issues, and that we would takes tisssies
seriously and consider them before we move ahe#d our
own.

Ms. White:
are not only animals. We have a wide variety ofdland in-
sects as well. Many of those species aren’t foundny other
areas until they are discovered in the one whey dine found.

What protection do those species have right noveuodr
current legislation?

Hon. Mr. Dixon:
cies that only exist in Yukon that are identifiegd ®OSEWIC.
| give the example of the Yukon draba, which islanpthat’s
endangered; the dune tachinid fly, which is andhse those
are examples of species that the member oppos#terdiar-
enced that are protected currently by COSEWIC.

Ms. White:
within the Yukon boundaries without our own legigla?

Hon. Mr. Dixon: They are identified by COSEWIC
as endangered or whatever classification they'rergiunder
the COSEWIC continuum. Once that has occurred, Wwekw
with the federal government to develop a managerplamt. It
is usually informed by the data that we have ctdléover the
years and the data that we have in our inventothatfparticu-
lar species.

For instance, in the Carcross Desert, the bailkddesdés a
plant that is identified as threatened under COSEWANd
we’re working to develop a management plan withfdderal
government to manage that species at risk.

Ms. White: Will there be any opportunity for the pub-
lic to weigh into the conversation as to whethaytlbelieve
that we should have a species at risk legislatownwill this
only be a government decision as to whether ommoshould
move forward with such legislation?

There are a number of Beringia spe-

Hon. Mr. Dixon: When it comes to developing legis-
lation, obviously, the government has a humbeesponsibili-
ties across the spectrum and across departmenten Wh
comes to development of new legislation, | donkht would
be prudent to go out and contemplate something thgtioal
or to consult on something hypothetical.

| would say that if individuals have concerns about

Citing that example the minister just gave current management plans or existing species tiet think

should be identified, they can always contact teedtment of
Environment to raise their concerns, or if theyl fiés neces-
sary, my office, to identify their concerns.

| don't anticipate that, given what I've said aldgathat
we will be moving forward any time soon with deyaheent of
species at risk legislation, given the fact thatrev@bserving
our neighbouring jurisdictions who are encountersogne is-
sues with their legislation. Until we have greatmrtainty
around the federal government’'s processes arouadiesp at
risk legislation — we understand they may be coaraid
changes to their own legislation — until that happd don't
think we will be moving forward with species atkrikegisla-
tion.

Ms. White: I'm going to switch topics now to the
Southern Lakes woodland caribou herd which | didmow a
lot about until last October and now I've had theamce to
learn a lot more about it and it's great.

So the Southern Lakes woodland caribou number®mre

It is important to note that species at riskthe rise, which is fabulous news. However, manyboar con-

tinue to be killed on our highways and roads, esfigaduring
the winter. What measures will the minister takedezrease
roadkill and to reduce caribou deaths due to ssdt on the
Southern Lakes highways?

Hon. Mr. Dixon: Indeed, we have identified the con-
flict between traffic and wildlife as an issue ama working
with the Department of Highways and Public Worksoaduct
a project to reduce highway wildlife mortality. Vweow that
collisions with wildlife on Yukon highways resulh isafety
concerns to both highway travellers and wildlife.

This project supports establishing a collaboratipproach

How exactly are those species protectedo investigate potential mechanisms for reducinddlhife-

vehicle collisions, including the use of sighagéemilatives,
education campaigns and right-of-way managemehhtques.

Discussions with Highways and Public Works, Firs-N
tions, and community members will attempt to idignprob-
lems and solutions for right-of-way managementeduce at-
tractants near or on the highways. That includesesof the
products that Highways and Public Works uses tmtaai the
roads, like applying salt.

Ms. White: | am pleased to know that the minister is
speaking to his counterpart in Highways and Puliarks. Is
the minister aware of a pilot project that was gz a num-
ber of years ago that saw a non-toxic additive dddehe road
salt to deter the caribou from going on the hightvay

Hon. Mr. Dixon: Yes, indeed, we have previously
considered the use of lithium chloride as an agslitid our road
salt for use by the Department of Highways and ieublorks.
At the time we raised the project, there were corecdrom
First Nations about the product, so we have beeimgango-
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ing consultations with them. | believe that is 8tatus of that
particular project.

Ms. White:
there is a ban on the Southern Lakes woodland aaritunt
within the Yukon. Is the minister aware that thisr@ problem
on the B.C. side of the border with outfitters hogtthe cari-
bou?

Hon. Mr. Dixon:
northern B.C. continue to harvest and have beamwininuous
discussions with the B.C. government about this.aNework-
ing toward solving the issue.

Ms. White:
right now to let the Leader of the Third Party knthvat | am
coming down to my last couple of pages.

| have some questions related to the environmedit au

dated September 8, 2010. | do recognize this aaliers a
three-year period from October 1, 2006, to Septen8ik
2009. I'd be happy to be corrected, but | beliehat this is the
most recent audit. Is that right?

Hon. Mr. Dixon: That is correct. There will be one
done this winter.

Ms. White:
is one of the questions in the last pages.

When was the last time the Yukon conservation exgsat
was revised?

Hon. Mr. Dixon:
been revised for a number of years. | don’t hawghang more
specific, unfortunately.

Ms. White:
required to be revised every three years? If wenatesure
when it was last revised, are we not due for asiernP

Hon. Mr. Dixon: The Environment Act continues to
have a number of outdated provisions in it, inahgdassess-
ment, forestry, which remains in ti®vironment Act, and this
does not reflect the realities that we are facett woday. In
terms of assessment, we now have YESAA, whicheasntiin
vehicle for assessments of projects in the Yukon.

In terms of forestry, several years ago we develope

| am just going to use the opportunity

| thank the minister for that answer. That

and there are a number of outdated provisions, wtiac make
it difficult for the Department of Environment t@mmtinue to

I'm sure most of the House realizes thatoperate appropriately. But this is the case withuaber of

pieces of legislation throughout the Yukon. We haweumber
of — in some cases — very outdated pieces of letiisi that
we would love to get to revise or modernize. Wdtde#h that
earlier when we looked at the amendments tolLilggor Act.

Yes, we are aware that outfitters in Indeed, in some cases, when we want to make afispsaigi-

cal amendment to an act to address a specific nez=do that
to avoid doing a comprehensive review to an actichvican
take a significant amount of time.

Now | won't preclude the possibility of conductiagmore
fulsome review of theEnvironment Act at some point, but |
don't have a specific timeline for the member.

Ms. White: My concerns about the revisions in the
Environment Act are going to be very clear in a second.

In 1988, the Yukon government established the Yukon
Council on the Economy and the Environment andeectied
it in the Environment Act in 1989, and in th&conomic Devel-
opment Act in 1992. The legislated purpose of YCEE is to “en-
courage sustainable development in the Yukon.”

In 2005, the YCEE ceased to function as an advibody
to the government. In 2008, the department stdtada review
was underway to determine whether the body shoeldebur-
rected and that this review would produce an opimipaper.

I don’t believe that strategy has No paper was submitted, that we could find.

YCEE continues to be non-operational. As a redbl,
government is not able to satisfy the requiremeifitsections

Is the Yukon conservation strategy not22 and 49 of the act, in that, the Yukon statehef énviron-

ment report and complaints cannot be submitteth¢ocbuncil
as required.

Section 49 of th&nvironment Act requires the full state of
the environment report to be reviewed by the Yukwmuncil
on the Economy and the Environment. It also reguinat that
council submit a report to the Legislative Assemiibn De-
cember 6, 2011, the Premier said: “Mr. Speakethiattime,
the Yukon government has no plans to reactivateasnstruct
the Yukon Council on the Economy and the Environiien

Forest Resources Act through the successor resource legislatiorHow is the minister meeting the requirements ofléve when

process. In this particular case, this is a retdyivutdated pro-
vision. We believe that there are better ways fwirieon our

actions and we have done that through a numberttodr o
mechanisms, including a number of planning iniiesi and a
number of plans, reports and mechanisms like thiaich we

find are more modern, relevant ways of reporting.

Ms. White: | am just going to skip forward just in di-
rect relation to that answer.

After a third-party evaluation, the department cdtted
to developing a workplan outlining the suggestegpstfor un-
dergoing an official review and revision of tiisvironment
Act.

Where is the department in this process and whanvea
expect public consultation on revisions to Exwironment Act?

Hon. Mr. Dixon: At this point, we don’t have specific
timelines around the questions the member oppasitaising
regarding theEnvironment Act, although | would say | agree
that there are, as | said before, inconsistenoiéisa current act

the council no longer exists, and that councikguired by law
to review and submit a review and report to thisist®

Hon. Mr. Dixon: Indeed, as | said before, the Yukon
Council on the Economy and the Environment, whechdenti-
fied in the two acts the member referred to, ispbjman out-
dated provision of those acts.

In many ways, the realities of devolution and tistale-
lishment of YESAA have really taken over the resgibitity of
the assessment process for projects in Yukon. Wileemmes to
a number of these issues that relate to outdatedsoons in
the act, those are the sorts of things we wanttvess in the
review of the act at some point.

Ms. White: So the concern | have now is that we have
been told there is no timeline for reviewing tBevironment
Act, which has just been said to be outdated. | m&argre not
in compliance with the laws as laid out in t&evironment Act.
We are not in compliance with the laws.
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When can we expect compliance with these lawsaias | Ms. White: I’'m going to switch topics again. It has
out in theEnvironment Act by the reinstatement of the Yukon been in discussion before: a Kusawa Lake park. @/hes we
Council on the Economy and the Environment? in that discussion?

Hon. Mr. Dixon: As | said before, of course, the Hon. Mr. Dixon: We are working with the affected
Yukon Council on the Economy and the Environmentis First Nations about what their role in park managenwill be.
outdated provision of the act. | don't believe thare any plans Discussions are nearing completion regarding a gemant

on reinstating it. In terms of our review of tBevironment Act,

it is something | think we will consider among thdte of leg-
islation before the House throughout the next sdviegisla-
tures.

Ms. White:
seven years that the department has not been iplieowe
with those laws. How many more years can we expeaobn-
compliance? Can we expect tvironment Act review to
happen sooner rather than later?

Hon. Mr. Dixon:
like “sooner or later”. As | said before, there’s specified
timeline, so I'm not going to say what is sooneidiat is later
without a more clear understanding of what thosengeare
referencing.

Ms. White:
non-compliance, so I'll pick a number. Let's saythee next
two years, can we expect a review of Emwironment Act?

Hon. Mr. Dixon:
timeline for the revisions or a review of tBavironment Act. |
would say, though, that | think it's something weukd look at
doing in our current term, if we deem it's somethine want
to pursue in our legislative agenda over the nextmal years
of our mandate.

Ms. White:
of a Yukon water strategy and public consultatidterathe
stakeholder consultation in the fall.

Concerns have been raised by members of the pilialic
the water monitoring will be transferred from Emriment to
the Department of Energy, Mines and Resources. thélimin-
ister commit to keeping those monitoring systemdeurthe
Department of Environment after those public cotagians?

Hon. Mr. Dixon:
to inspections of water use for mining activitilsere are al-
ready a number of ways in which the Department rofit®n-

ment and the Department of Energy, Mines and Ressur

work together. The Department of Energy, Mines &t
sources has conducted inspections for mine watefargplacer
mines for a number of years now. In the specifisecaf the
Minto mine, the Department of Energy, Mines and dveses
conducts the inspections for mining water use at $ie.

Regardless of which departmental cap an individuesdrs
when they go out to inspect a mine or the wategeisa the
mine, we expect that they do so in full compliangth their
legal obligations, as well as the duty to refléw public trust.
If the individual works for the Department of Engrdvines
and Resources or the Department of Environment tk He-
partments, | might add, work together quite collatively
when it comes to the inspections for water useiaé rsites.

We expect them to do the best job they can andelyeon
them to conduct themselves and conduct their wetkest they
can and in full compliance with the law.

Well, so far, we're seven years now in

As I've said before, when it comes

committee that will help oversee the implementatanthe
park management plan. Park planning for both Kusané
Agay Mene will be able to resume in the near fututeen the
terms of reference are finalized with First Natioi®milar

| have grave concerns. It has already beemommittees are already established for Tombstore: the

Fishing Branch parks, so we have some experientte this,
but it is just a matter of developing those comeeitt with First
Nations. That's the current status of those.

Ms. White: I would like to thank the minister for his

| guess that depends on — termsanswers and his deputies for their time. In thergdt of time

management, | am going to leave the floor open yocwi-
leagues and | look forward to line-by-line discossi.

Mr. Tredger: Thank you. Welcome to the Deputy
Minister of Environment.

| just have a couple of really brief questions. Mwf the
Mayo-Tatchun area is what is commonly referredg¢darin-
gia and the Beringia area, and it is unique in thahe last ice

As I've said, there is no specified age, it was one of the few areas of North Amerizd tvas not

covered with ice.

I know over the last couple of years, the biolagist the
Department of Environment have done a wonderfulgbbur-
veying the area in advance of mining activity, oojected min-
ing activity, or prospective mining activity. Théyave done

I'll change tracks again, to the discussionsurveys and identified a number of unique plantg, iais im-

perative that those surveys keep on occurring frigtthree or
four times a summer, so that they get the plantsairious
stages and are able to identify them.

I had the good fortune to meet a number of the srew
the Yukon River last summer and they were comingnith
some very — to them anyway — very exciting plafe &nd
discoveries in terms of small insects. Will thoseveys con-
tinue on a regular basis, as they have been bedaceperhaps
even increase, given the amount of activity?

Hon. Mr. Dixon: To answer the member opposite’s
question, we have three new cumulative effects sagsent
projects underway this year. Those are new additiomeas-
ures to conduct monitoring assessment work in trarses.
When it comes to how many times a year biologistdepart-
ment staff conduct their business, | have to relytlee advice
from the experts on that. As minister, | don't ckednow many
times they review specific plants or animals. le ttase of
these new cumulative effects assessment projaef$,identi-
fied the area as a particular interest for incregashe amount
of data and monitoring we conduct there. That's wig/ve
identified funds in the current budget, and thatlsat you see
before you today — to conduct that work and dowlek as
advised by department staff.

Mr. Tredger: | believe White River is one of them
and it would touch on the area. | just urge theisbémn and the
department to continue monitoring. As the ministegdon’t
have all the knowledge and don’t know how many srag/ear,
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but | do know that it is important that those sys/and those
missions continue.

Hon. Mr. Dixon:
member opposite. It is important that we do thisrkwvand
that’s why we put it in the budget. | look forwandhis support
for this budget.

Mr. Tredger:
SAA. YESAB has identified input as one of the cidli aspects
of their studies. Given the fact that the numbeasgessments
that YESAB is required to do with our increasinglexation
and development of mining proposals — in fact, ast theck,
they were getting a new proposal at the rate ofpmrevorking
day which is going to put a lot of stress on thaseas that
they're relying on for data. Given the fact tha¢ flederal gov-
ernment under their new budgetary restrictions nmaybe able
to do as many as they have, has the departmertsathe min-
ister looked at the risks involved in not doingttiraterms of
slowing down the economy?

thing. | think one of the treasures of the Yukoroig camp-
grounds, and | know many, many Yukoners who likeuse

| have to say that | agree with the them on weekends and whenever they get a chance.

The minister did mention possibly opening up sorae/ n
campgrounds, or at least adding on to the ones aheady
exist. I'm just wondering if the department has sidered

One other question has to do with YE-looking at some of the old sites of campgrounds there

closed, probably back in the 1980s. | can thinla @ouple —
one up on the Aishihik Road near Otter Falls anatlear one
out toward Marsh Lake.

It would seem to me that some closer to town majko
be encouraging for young families who would likeget away
from Whitehorse or from their community, but notveao go
too far. Thank you.

Hon. Mr. Dixon: In our election platform from last
year, we identified the creation of new campgrourgdswell as
the potential expansion of other campgrounds asrarétment
— that is something that | look forward to goingviiard with.

Has he made some assessment as to how many mere per As the member opposite said, | think that it isaatéstic

sonnel and how many more resources are going te tuabe
allocated in order to fulfill the requirements cESAA?

Hon. Mr. Dixon: In terms of recognizing the in-
creased activity in the area, of course, that’'s wiy put in
154,000 new dollars in this budget cycle to condhese op-
erations to provide additional information and datahe YE-
SAB process. Of course, the federal government Suvii-
SAB, and we have no say in that matter. But, ofreeuwe
want to do our part to make sure we manage thes tisk
member opposite’s referring to. That's why we castdaddi-
tional monitoring and assessments. That's why wecanduct-
ing additional monitoring this year, as | said,tt® tune of
$154,000 extra.

Mr. Tredger:
Will that include a position? Is that a personnasipion or is it
general operations?

Hon. Mr. Dixon:
ologist, identified specifically for the three peojs referenced.

Mr. Tredger:
three projects. It's pretty well throughout theritery. Will any
of that money be allocated to meeting the requirgmef YE-
SAA, or is it specific to the three areas that yoentioned?

Hon. Mr. Dixon:
these projects will benefit YESAB when they condtiogir
assessments. They need the data to make theiiafegisind
Environment Yukon is but one of the many sourcey tlook
to for that information. What the money and pragestll do is
to provide additional information that will bene¥ESAB.

Mr. Barr:
partment is dealing with the spruce beetles, botthé Kluane
area and throughout the Yukon?

Hon. Mr. Dixon:
spruce beetles is a forestry issue and is deah witder the
Department of Energy, Mines and Resources.

Ms. Stick:
about campgrounds and the increase in the numbperafits
that are given out and the increasing number opleewho are
using the campgrounds in the Yukon. | think thatigreat

One more question on that $154,000:

That does include one, specific bi-

statistic to see the increased usage of campgranndskon.
Part of that is a result of the increased poputladod more
people coming to the Yukon and wanting to expeeetite
Yukon way of life, which, of course, includes expecing our
wilderness, and they often do that through the afseamp-
grounds.

When it comes to the specific former campsitesntieen-
ber opposite referenced, | am not familiar with alawhich
ones she is referring to, but | know that we aredcmting a
comprehensive review of campgrounds and campgrasade
throughout the territory to assess where we waiddtify new
sites, and where the potential growth of existiitgsscould
occur.

I would say that | agree that the Whitehorse aesalg to
be the primary area of usage for campsites. Indieedther
regions of the Yukon — | would say more remote oagi of
the Yukon where we have campsites — there is afgigntly
less usage, unsurprising, given the population eamation in

Yes, it doesn’'t confine them to those Whitehorse. But we recognize that and that’'s whyould an-

ticipate that when we got to the point where weengpecifi-
cally identifying an area for a new park, we woualonhsider
proximity to Whitehorse as that tends to be the@®of usage

The data available as a result of for those campsites.
Further to the campgrounds, | understand

Mr. Barr:
that most First Nations have signed final agreemdnias out
in the Tagish area. | guess the CTFN now has taken the
responsibilities of the Tagish and the Carcrosspgaounds. |
was wondering what other campgrounds in the teyridéoe run

Can the minister please tell us how the deby other First Nations who have finalized theiresggnents —

if there are — and which ones they would be?
Hon. Mr. Dixon: Of course, the member opposite is

The mandate for dealing with the correct. The Carcross-Tagish First Nation has iteeh&e men-

tioned. As well, in Carmacks, the Little Salmon @acks First
Nation has taken over the site there as well. Tlameghe only

| was listening to the minister speaking two that we are aware of at this time.

Ms. White: I'm not sure how we should proceed at
this point. | request a five-minute break.
Chair: Would the members like a short recess?
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All Hon. Members:
Chair:
minutes.

Agreed.

Recess

Chair:
now come to order. We will continue with generabate on
Bill No. 6, Vote 52, Department of Environment.

Ms. White:
in trying to figure that out. | had some questitimst | was go-
ing to ask for in line-by-line debate, but | ammyito ask them
now in general debate.

Can the minister tell us how many full-time equerk are
in the Department of Environment, please?

Hon. Mr. Dixon:
asked about the staff in my department, becaussowoifse |
would like to take this chance to thank departmiesiiaf for
their excellent work in developing the binders thatve here
before me to help me get through this as well aditidget that
is before us today.

My understanding is that currently there are ahd2®
FTEs in the Department of Environment. They rarigeugh-
out the Yukon, here in Whitehorse as well as offioe Daw-
son. When it comes to conservation officers, weshanserva-
tion officers throughout the territory, including atéon Lake
where of course we see a new structure. A new ingilfbr the
conservation officers as well as Environment staffeing built
there in Watson Lake. Staff in Haines Junction -e- Khember
for Kluane has a very positive relationship witle staff there,
| hope — and indeed throughout the Yukon as fathnas
Herschel Island where we have a territorial partt staff who
maintain that. | hope that answers the member dg®sues-
tion, and look forward to additional questions.

Ms. White:
staff live in the communities and in which commiest are
they in. | have already heard Dawson, Watson L&lanes
Junction and Carmacks. Can you give me an ideawfrhany
staff within the department reside outside the @itywWhite-
horse?

Hon. Mr. Dixon: I don’t have a specific breakdown
of where our staff is, unfortunately. 1 do know tthvee have
staff in Old Crow, Dawson City, Mayo, the commuedti
throughout Yukon. When it comes to regional biostgji we
typically have a regional biologist throughout tiMekon as
well as conservation officers who are stationedughout the
Yukon. There are a number of staff who are based/lite-
horse, but there are staff throughout the territaryvell.

Ms. White:
ployees and, if so, how many?

Hon. Mr. Dixon:
hired for parks in the summer period. We raiseéw issues
earlier relating to — never mind; I'll leave it tiat.

Ms. White:
ter and Department of Environment websites. They \ary
helpful and very informative. What | was tryingftod out was

the number of contaminated sites within the tenyitd | could

Committee of the Whole will recess for five just start with that question.

Hon. Mr. Dixon: | thank the member opposite for the
excellent question. There are 68 contaminated sieshave
identified, throughout the territory. They are aidws: Teslin
aerodrome; OIld Crow airport; Mayo airport; Ogil\adrstrip;

Order please. Committee of the Whole will Burwash aerodrome; Haines Junction airport; Bedverek

aerodrome; Faro aerodrome; Ross River aerodromemiflan
airstrip; the Klondike River site; Beaver CreekesiCarcross

I thank the members for their indulgence site; Carmacks site; Dawson City site; Destructi®ay site;

Drury Creek site; Eagle Plains site; Fraser sit@nks Junction
site; Mayo site; Ogilvie site; Old Crow site; RoRsver site;
Stewart Crossing site; Swift River site; TeslinesifTuchitua
site; Blanchard River site; Quiet Lake site, Twine€ks; Old

Dawson maintenance yard; the old Mayo Community and
I am glad the member opposite hasTransportation Services shop; Mayo central workshibye

Yukon Liquor Corporation in Whitehorse; and a numbé
other ones as well. | won’t actually list them dtlgets a little
repetitive.

I will say that identified in the supplementary lgedl is
some money identified for addressing contaminatées Sn
Yukon. As | said, Environment Yukon administers #revi-
ronmental liabilities program and coordinates therdepart-
mental involvement with Yukon government-owned eomt
nated sites. Under the government’s liabilitiesigolwe are
required to estimate future costs for cleaning aptaminated
sites for which the government is responsible. W@ avork
with guidelines developed by the Department of Ragato
determine the estimated costs for cleaning up thiése. These
contaminated sites can include highway camps naanitioned,
as well as a number of airstrips throughout thettey.

When it comes to addressing these sites, as | irere
tioned before, we have a process. It is undertakgnour
branch, which we refer to in Environment as SARkE site

| was going to ask how many of those assessment and remediation unit.

That unit develops a budget on an annual basithécon-
taminated sites throughout the Yukon. As I've siitias iden-
tified a number of sites that we know about alreddhey iden-
tify those sites on a risk-management basis, wieng identify
the site and the extent of the contamination thay tunder-
stand it to be. Based on that early assessmente—phhse 1
assessment — they make a plan for developmentarhadia-
tion plan.

In terms of budgeting for site identification, irstigation
and assessment, the 2012-13 O&M budget for adsvitelated
to site identification, investigation and assessni®$822,000,
of which $310,000 is for three FTEs to administer program,
$400,000 for assessment with contracts and the inéma

Does the department hire seasonal em$112,000 is for other operational support. This daidalso

covers assessment activities related to the Martell pit,

There are 37 seasonal staff typically which of course the Member for Takhini-Kopper Kigs

raised with me before.
This budget also covers assessment activities, hnttiey

I was on the websites earlier, both the wa-can find on page 10-14 of the budget, if they'reiiasted. In

terms of the budget for site remediation, the btudgemedia-
tion activities requires an annual plan of proposechedial
activities and estimated costs be submitted to dament
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Board for approval no later than January 31 ofit@ediately
preceding fiscal year. The approved 2012-13 plarrdmedia-
tion activities provides $730,000 to work on fiventaminated
sites, as well as $55,000 to cover Yukon's 30-perebare of
the Marwell budget in accordance with the paymettedule
laid out in the Canada-Yukon Marwell tar pit renagiin
agreement. This budget is presented on page 10thé 8012-
13 estimates.

That being said, | move that we report progress.

Chair: It has been moved by Mr. Dixon that the Chair
report progress.

Motion agreed to

Hon. Mr. Cathers: I move that the Speaker do now
resume the Chair.
Chair: It has been moved by Mr. Cathers that the

Speaker now resume the Chair.
Motion agreed to

Speaker resumes the Chair

Speaker: | will now call the House to order.
May the House have a report from the Chair of Coteai
of the Whole?

Chair’s report

Ms. McLeod: Committee of the Whole has considered
Bill No. 6, entitledFirst Appropriation Act, 2012-13, and di-
rected me to report progress.

Speaker:  You have heard the report from the Chair of
Committee of the Whole. Are you agreed?

Some Hon. Members: Agreed.

Chair: | declare the report carried.

Hon. Mr. Cathers: Mr. Speaker, | move that the
House do now adjourn.

Speaker: It has been moved by the Government House
Leaderthat the House do now adjourn.

Motion agreed to

Speaker:  This House stands adjourned until 1:00 p.m.
on Monday.

The House adjourned at 5:25 p.m.



