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Yukon Legislative Assembly
Whitehorse, Yukon
Monday, April 23, 2012 — 1:00 p.m.

Speaker: I will now call the House to order. We will
proceed at this time with prayers.

Prayers

DAILY ROUTINE

Speaker:  We will proceed at this time with the Order
Paper.
Tributes.

TRIBUTES

In recognition of National Victims of Crime
Awareness Week

Hon. Mr. Nixon: Mr. Speaker, | rise today to pay
tribute to National Victims of Crime Awareness Weeking
place across Canada from April 22 to 28. This weskes
awareness of victim issues and the services arslitaplace to
help victims and their families.

“Moving Forward,” the theme for this year, encowragis
to move forward in compassion and respect for wistiensur-
ing a voice for victims in our criminal justice $gm and im-
proving our services to victims. Addressing victissues re-
quires the support and dedication of the whole canity and
our Victim Services workers will be holding commiynévents
throughout Yukon this week to recognize the loaahtdbu-
tions, both big and small.

Many agencies have come together to take a cobsilzer
approach to make a difference in the lives of misti In White-
horse, the RCMP, Health and Social Services, thbli®u
Prosecution Service of Canada, women’s groups &st ¥a-
tions have contributed to the Domestic Violence alireent
Option Court, to the Community Wellness Court,lte¥ictims

agencies are committed to working together to sttppotims
of crime. Many communities have embraced the opipdtst to
learn more about the impacts of vicarious traund @mpas-
sion, fatigue, and are committed to providing suppo their
front-line service providers.

Victim Services workers appreciate these ongoimtnpa
ships and the strong working relationships thatbaiag devel-
oped. | would like to take a moment today to redopgrihe
value of these collaborations. Without our partribesse pro-
jects would not have the depth and community relega
needed to achieve results for victims.

Awareness events are taking place in several coritiesin
We are hosting events in Ross River, Mayo, Watsakeland
Dawson to show appreciation to our partners. Thés@velLake
event is being held at the new Community Justiddipsafety
offices and courtroom. Information for victims alothneir
rights under the new/ictims of Crime Actind about Victim
Services will be available at these events.

We are moving into the third year of our five-y&éactims
of Crime Strategyand have made significant progress in sev-
eral areas, in part due to the commitment and catipa from
our community partnerships. Their dedication hasuesd that
victims have increased access to information anbee effec-
tive voice in the criminal justice and correcti@ystem. Build-
ing on this momentum will help us move forward adtinue
to make meaningful change for victims of crime.

Ms. Moorcroft: | rise on behalf of the Official Oppo-
sition to pay tribute to National Victims of Crimewvareness
Week.

There was a time in the history of the world, amd al-
ways that long ago, when victims of crime or thi@milies
were the only ones who could rectify a wrong domehiem.
Simple justice was equated with revenge. Vigilagteups
would be formed to make amends for crimes uponiregt
Unfortunately, this has not been totally eliminailedome cul-

of Crime Strategydvisory committee, to the domestic violencetures.

and sexual assault framework committee, to the adexssault
response committee, and ltonks, a multi-disciplinary team to
coordinate approaches for child and youth victimsvibnesses
of crime.

Our Victim Services unit is most grateful to Latd®iWire-
less for their support in creating a safety optionYukoners
with their emergency cellphone campaign. This veamthed
at the Victims of Crime Awareness Week last year.

In April of last year, Yukoners generally donataeio100
cell phones to the initiative. Latitude Wirelesdlected and
refurbished the donated phones and, as a resutinViSer-
vices was able to distribute over 50 emergencyphelies to
victims of crime as part of their safety plannihgtitude con-
tinues to partner with Victim Services for the npkiase of this
initiative.

I would like to make a special mention of the waorider-
way to enhance our day-to-day collaboration witheas in
rural communities. For example, in Dawson City, REMP
has furbished an interview room to be child-frigndhd com-
fortable for victims and witnesses. In Watson Lakegany

With the development of courts and jails, the wndiof
crime were often overlooked as an important elenierthe
complex legal system and procedures. The concémistons
of crime finally emerged in Canada a few decades &g-
tially, police officers who were injured in the asa of their
duties were given compensation as victims of criRregrams
were later expanded to give limited compensatiootker eli-
gible victims of violent crime. Today, victim impastatements
are a common part of many court procedures. That pufi
view of the victim of a criminal act can be an imgmt consid-
eration in sentencing.

Victims of crime principles are further involved iestora-
tive justice programs, where the focus is betwéenvictim of
a crime and the instigator who harmed them. Sihgeneces-
sary to face the person charged, it is importantestorative
justice circles to provide full support to the wes. Women
victims of violence who must face their assaulteech special
consideration, which is unfortunately not alwaysvided.

Even in courts where restorative justice is notilatée,
there are often few charges and fewer convictioncdses
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where women are victims of violence. Many womenievel
there is little point in pursuing a charge whenythave been
sexually assaulted because of the inadequate dfeiraht re-
sponses of the criminal justice system to themietsns.

The passage of the YukorN&ctims of Crime Acits a first
step, where access to information and servicesdiims are
assured; however, in situations where a woman htex an
self-defence, they are sometimes charged themselithsas-
sault. In that case, the assaulter is also coresidervictim and
has access to information that may be detrimerdathe
woman. Cases such as these must be treated witltidgn
and awareness of the implications of applying tleedaof the
law. Consideration of primary aggressor legislationYukon
may offer more support to victims of violent crime.

The continuation and expansion of funding for prige
such as sexual and common assault awareness, ay\vamcd
services for victims and public education on theilability of
programs for victims is vital to real support foictims of
crime. We look to the future development of greatgrport for
them.

The concept of righting the wrongs done to victicostin-
ues to be an important consideration in the camtstheir ser-
vices.

There are challenges in balancing the rights ofattmised
and the rights of victims and providing adequat®ficial re-
sources for victim services, whether they are imegoment or
in non-government organizations, and in the dejivefr ser-
vices in rural Yukon. We trust that government wiléet these
challenges with positive responses for victims rifhe. Thank
you, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Elias:
tribute to National Victims of Crime Awareness Weke&m
April 22 to 28. The theme for 2012 is “Moving Fomga This
is an opportunity to raise awareness about victsues and the
programs, services and laws that are in place lip\hietims of
crime and their families. Victims of crime havehig. There is
a Victims’ Bill of Rights and thé&/ictims of Crime ActThese
rights include the right to information about thistice system,
the right to express their view, the right to halveir property
returned when it is no longer needed as evidemuktee right
to have their needs considered when victim prograntsser-
vices are developed.

The Victims’ Bill of Rights also includes three bas
rights: the right to be treated with courtesy, mgrand respect;
the right to privacy; and the right to expect ttat justice sys-
tem will do what it can to reduce their inconvemierand pro-
tect them from intimidation and retaliation. Beiagvictim of
crime can be a life-altering experience. How ttaini chooses
to move forward after being victimized will be ungto the
person and the situation.

All victims deserve to be treated with compassiod ee-
spect for their dignity as they move forward onittheurney
toward healing. We would like to thank Victim Sem$ and
the professionals, volunteers and front-line wasketho help
victims of crime move forward as they try to hegbuild their
lives. Thank you.

In recognition of Arts and Culture Week

Hon. Mr. Nixon: | rise to pay tribute to Arts and Cul-
ture Week.

As members of this House will know, British Colurabi
has proclaimed this as Arts and Culture Week. Weyatulate
them for recognizing the important contributionsstisector
makes. Perhaps it is our majestic mountains aredtsjyperhaps
it is our awe-inspiring wildlife; perhaps it is oyrofound
community spirit — whatever it is, Mr. Speaker, Yukbrings
out the artist in people.

Yukon has a strong and vibrant arts and culturensom
nity. | want to acknowledge the performing, visaal literary
arts in Yukon. It is a real privilege to be herestare with this
House some of the great work we have happening.

In speaking with visitors during the Fulda everitsyas
reminded several times of the stories of Jack Landad
Robert Service. Yukon has a rich history of ingggriiterary
arts indeed.

Government of Yukon appreciates the contributioat th
artists and craftspeople make to Yukon, both ecacaliy and
culturally. Our government is proud to support thisnmunity
through an array of funding programs that providpp®rts to
artists, art organizations and facilities. The atsl culture
flourish in Yukon for the benefit of all Yukonersé of all
Yukon artists. To achieve this we have an arrafynfling pro-
grams to support individuals, arts organizatiodiectives and
facilities.

Just three weeks ago we shared the results of Yallkots
fund, which strengthens community spirit. A widenga of
community arts-related projects received suppornfiyukon’s
arts fund. The department is also involved in mawadhe

I rise on behalf of the Liberal caucus to payYukon art collection’s resources.

| have come to appreciate the richness of Yukoolkc-
tions as they have showcased various works inrdifteY ukon
buildings. In March, | announced that the permamentollec-
tion’s acquisitions feature tradition and innovatidrtists ex-
plore themes of history, tradition, imagination aadd new
acquisitions to the permanent art collection. Yukas a dis-
proportionately high number of artists per capitaose crea-
tive expressions enrich all of our lives in Yukon.

Not only do we enjoy wide public participation, kartists
contribute to a flourishing tourism industry. Inesfking with
the tourism industry representatives and my offécia is clear
that our guests choose to come to Yukon not onytHe in-
credible natural environment, but also to expegeonar cul-
tural resources. Museums, galleries and culturatres con-
tinue to draw visitors wishing to learn more. Irdiitn to local
opportunities, Yukon artists are making their mirkestivals,
exhibitions, concert halls and venues throughoeittbrld. Our
government is proud to help showcase Yukon taletgide of
Yukon.

In March, we provided funding to help artists finew au-
diences through the Yukon’s touring art fund. Thiad sup-
ports public presentations of Yukon artists to @saudi-
ences. Breakdancing group Groundwork Sessions,ciansi
Kim Barlow and Sarah MacDougall, and snow sculpf@os
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Watt and Mike Lane have also received support tjnothe
touring artist fund.

Our government is proud of our Yukon artists. We ar

proud to support them and to help them share thtnt, not
only to Yukoners, but to the world.

Mr. Barr: | rise on behalf of the Official Opposition
to pay tribute to Arts and Culture Week in ouritery. Yukon
culture is enriched by our glorious environment #melancient
traditions of our First Nations, as well as thetdng of the
Klondike Gold Rush.

| am especially excited about the revitalizatiorabbrigi-
nal culture. It was not that long ago that a poliatvas against
the law. In residential schools, it was prohibitedspeak your
language and you were punished if you did so. Ildidike to
offer homage to the elders who kept these intadtreow pass
on the drums, songs and dance to the young andldhand
share it with us once again.

The Yukon Territory has the good fortune of haviag
population that is involved in all aspects of amsl culture. We
have writers in all genres, including playwrightelgoets. We
enjoy the wide range of visual artists who enhamgepublic
buildings and galleries, as well as our homes. \&d&ehmusi-
cians who give us the joy of sound from classicajazz, to
popular music and hillbilly and country, and thély dis with
the joy of sound continually. There is also FirsttiNn singing.
Modern traditional dance is found in many commsiti

Arts and culture are available to Yukoners andtwisi
alike at events throughout the year in all partshef territory.
To name just a few: there are plays at the Guilldl Haand, |
might add, the Homegrown Festival is just coming alpeck it
out — the Dawson City Music Festival — | thoughe thlem-
ber for Klondike might like that — paintings in sal galler-
ies and readings by writers. The Klondike InstitafeArt and
Culture in Dawson City contributes to the developtna new
ideas in the arts and to the benefit of all. Aldee Northern
Cultural Expressions Society consists of youngang@-coming
artists who are now known worldwide.

When you think of it, there are also the touristeoveome
to our territory. Arts in the Park will be startingp again at
LaPage Park. That's a free, daily, rain-or-shirmejear the tent,
which features all kinds — right across the boardofmusi-
cians, singer-songwriters from all genres and Visutists. |
have noticed that the tourists who come are amd#ratdthey
can sit down and have lunch, as do people fromoffiees.
They get to go there and just have a break withlacal arts
and cultural festivities.

The policy of enhancing our arts and cultural pamgs and
projects through government funding and suppormris that
should be recognized and protected. The many &dstiand
other means of expression of appreciation for oeautiful
territory are not only an intellectual pursuit, ynexpand the
experiences that tourists will have while they aere, as |
mentioned, and they therefore play an importanhecuc part
as well. Millions of dollars pass between handsaagsult of
the arts and cultural sector here in the territdffithout the

Yukon'’s unique arts and culture from our artistsl ariters,
we would be badly off indeed.

I would like to end by saying that arts and cultgreunds
us, helping us to unite as one, respect all intcmeaand be in
touch with our souls. Thank you.

Mr. Silver: | rise today on behalf of the Liberal cau-
cus to pay tribute to Arts and Culture Week, 2012.

Arts and culture are a proud part of our Yukon tage
and bode well for our tourism industry — musicirfé, media
arts, dance, books, theatre and visual arts arewm@nd daily
part of our lives and have a lasting impact. Oursewms
throughout the territory offer the historic and touhl back-
ground of each and every community.

The Yukon Arts Ed-Venture program is used by astist
bring music, art and drama into the elementary sishto en-
gage students in learning. We have the Adéka allfastival,
which brings First Nation artists together withisig from
around the world to share and celebrate their isfBatand
culture. The Yukon International Storytelling Feati draws
local, national and international performers ineethange of
cultural sharing.

During the summer months, Whitehorse offers Artshie
Park, which is a lunchtime concert series by landists that
takes place in LaPage Park in downtown Whitehorke. his-
toric Klondike Gold Rush is a destination for matoyrists
when they arrive in Dawson City, and they are @e#y sur-
prised to see and participate in our thriving ansl culture
society and scene. The Dawson City Arts Society Klondike
Institute of Art and Culture, the Dawson City Musiestival,
Yukon School of Visual Arts, the Klondike Visitoksssocia-
tion and the Trondék Hwéch’in Cultural Centre ameritage
department all provide wonderful insight, and theg each
partially responsible for the rich social fabriatlexists in our
community.

We as a multicultural society have many strong @iRd
brant artists from many cultures living in the Yukand shar-
ing their talents, cultures and traditions with VW& would like
to thank many of these artists in all of their ganfor sharing
their talents with us. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Speaker:  Introduction of visitors.

Are there any returns or documents for tabling?
Are there any reports of committees?

Are there any petitions?

Are there any bills to be introduced?

Are there any notices of motion?

NOTICES OF MOTION

Ms. White: | rise to give notice of the following mo-
tion:

THAT this House urges the Yukon government to ughol
the Environment Actand address persistent issues of non-
compliance with the law as evidenced by:

(1) their failure to bring forward state of the @ownment
reports;
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(2) their failure to name members to the Yukon Quiluon
the Economy and the Environment;

(3) their failure to bring forward a new Yukon cenga-
tion strategy; and

(4) their failure to address problems of efficiermnyd con-
sistency around regulations and practices invohairgemis-
sions, recycling waste, storage tanks and otheesssaised by
the Government Audit Services.

Mr. Silver:
following motion:

THAT this House urges the minister responsible tfor
Yukon Housing Corporation to investigate options assist
prospective home builders to bridge the gap betweertower
appraisal values, based on existing homes andctbalaost to
build, by guaranteeing the gap that private baniisnet lend
based on the appraisal, but that home-buildersrwite have
the income and stability to qualify for.

Mr. Elias:
tion:

THAT this House urges the Minister of Community Ser
vices to partner with the community of Old Crow a@ddress
current housing constraints by developing a newdisigion
with service lots ready for new home construction.

| rise to give notice of the following mo-

Speaker: Is there a statement by a minister?
This then brings us to Question Period.

QUESTION PERIOD

Questionre: YESAB recommendations

Mr. Tredger: This fall will mark seven years that we
have been living under théukon Environmental and Socio-
economic Assessment Acommonly called YESAA. YESAA
was agreed to by First Nations, the Yukon goverrtraed the
federal government and came forward in responssetting
land claims. YESAA's job is to protect the enviroam and
social integrity of the Yukon while fostering reswible devel-
opment.

Department of Environment or Executive Council €dfi— of
some of the common decision bodies under YESAB.yThe
must, of course, reflect what they have the leg#iarity to do.
Mr. Tredger: The draft report on the five-year review
of YESAA says, “due to regulatory and institutiomggps, it is
not clear that the YESAA process is fully managnogentially
adverse impacts to all environmental componentarininte-
grated manner”. With anticipated increased actiuityextrac-
tive industries and more projects going beforé i§ extremely

Mr. Speaker, | rise to give notice of the important that YESAB'’s credibility is not undermtheThat is

why the government needs to explain the high nurobeari-
ances it issues. This number rises. The governimanttaken
exception and varied 88 percent of quartz explonagirojects
that have come from YESAB with terms and conditions

Can the minister explain what accounts for the dugher
number of times his department varies YESAB's teinsl
conditions when it comes to quartz exploration @ctg?

Hon. Mr. Cathers: Mr. Speaker, | did answer the
member’s question before. These matters are dédithy of-
ficials at the department level. The designatedsitet bodies
are set out under the structure that is put ingoptadmplement
YESAA. When there are variances done by whicheepad-
ment is the decision body, that is based on a soeasbn. In
some of the cases, some of the recommendationshevat
been made by YESAB in the past by different deggphaf-
fices do not line up with the regulatory authostind the leg-
islation that exists, because all recommendatioesabject to
the Yukon’s legislation when Yukon is the deciskmdy.

Again, | have confidence; this government has ctanfce
in the staff of departments. We have consisterggnsghe NDP
stand here in the House and express a lack ofdmnde in the
staff of certain departments, including the Deparitmof En-
ergy, Mines and Resources.

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

Point of order

Speaker: The Member for Mayo-Tatchun, on a point
of order.
Mr. Tredger: The member opposite is imputing mo-

tives. We did not bring up anything to do with thepartment.

Since November 2005, YESAB has assessed 1,433 Prgye are talking about ministerial responsibility.

jects. The bulk of these projects — 1,122 in factwere rec-
ommended by YESAB to proceed with certain terms ot
ditions. However, of those 1,122 — 65 percent afsth pro-
jects — the Yukon government further changed oredathe
terms and conditions.

Can the minister explain why this government change
varies the terms and conditions on such a largebeumof YE-
SAB decisions?

Hon. Mr. Cathers: | would point out to the member
that in fact those matters are dealt with by officiat the de-
partmental level and that some of the areas réaselearning
process on the part of the assessors hired by tikerYEnvi-
ronmental and Socio-economic Assessment Board. $bthe
recommendations that are made in some cases dineaip
with the regulatory authority, so some of thosaustipents are
relatively minor in nature to reflect the regulat@uthority —
whether it is the Department of Energy, Mines aradrirce,

Speaker:  Minister of Energy, Mines and Resources, on
the point of order.
Hon. Mr. Cathers: On the point of order, Mr.

Speaker, | am referring to NDP’s past commentdis House
on matters within departmental authority. | belietves a dis-
pute between members.

Speaker’s ruling

Speaker:  This is a dispute between members.

Hon. Mr. Cathers: What | would note in conclusion
is that the NDP has consistently stood in this leoarsd talked
about matters and decisions that are made at thartdeental
level, testing that is done at the departmentaglleand the
NDP has expressed a lack of confidence in the woak is
done by staff. This government has confidence émth
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Mr. Tredger:
with YESAA and many participate in the processeradt meet-
ings and provide comments to help improve projeBts.what
if a project’s proponent fails to live up to thepextations in
the assessment decision? There have been some vdases
that is what happens.

Will the minister tell this House how the governmén
providing oversight and ensuring that projects clympith
YESAB terms and conditions and final decision doeata?

Hon. Mr. Cathers: Again, what | would point out to

Yukoners are getting more familiar removes or alters a coroner’s investigation scen#dcreceive

a fine not exceeding $500.

There is no right of the family of the deceasedjppeal a
coroner’s decision to not hold an inquest. Is @wgoner’'s Act
on this government’s radar as a law that needstoebiewed
and rewritten?

Hon. Mr. Cathers: If the member has specific con-
cerns as she has identified here in this Houseuldvencour-
age her to write a letter to the minister respdesind identify
those specific issues. We certainly take commentduding

the member is that YESAB makes recommendationshéo t from the members opposite, when issues are idedtif\ deci-

relevant decision body. In most cases, that isviddal de-
partments within the Yukon government.

For projects on First Nation land, a First Natioawd be
the decision body. Those terms, of course, haveetample-
mented in accordance with applicable legislatioBSAA, the
federal legislation, does set out the terms for hiogy do the
assessments but the actual authority to implenfentrécom-
mendations and the terms and conditions of theoapprare
done by the relevant regulatory body, which in nuzses is a
Yukon government department. The decisions, authtions
and the permit terms and conditions must be inraecece with
Yukon legislation as a result. Again, we have aderfice in the
work that is done by staff of all departments.slunfortunate
the NDP consistently come here and express a éiffepinion
about staff abilities.

Question re:  Legislation updates

Ms. Moorcroft:
presented legislative amendments to Fieancial Administra-
tion Act theBusiness Law ActhelLiquor Act theChild Care
Act, theCondominium AcandLand Titles Act

In this sitting, the government has

sion about whether or not to review a certain pietceegisla-
tion is certainly not going to be made alone by omeister
outside of the Cabinet process, on the floor of Hoeise in a
period of 60 seconds listening to the members efdpposi-
tion. | would encourage the member to write a tetttethe min-
ister responsible outlining her specific concerns.

Ms. Moorcroft: | did indicate to the minister and his
officials when we were up on the Justice debatelthauld be
inquiring about the outdate@oroners Act.The coroner has a
high-profile job and deserves to be backed up lgyslation
and regulations that are effective and appropriate.

When it comes to modernizing ti@oroners Actwe need
look no further than neighbours in western Candtzst prov-
inces have dispensed with lay persons adjudicatages of
death and have moved to a system where a pathblogiical
examiner is required to investigate certain clasdedeaths. A
judge then presides over the inquiry, where theicaé@xam-
iner presents findings, and the judge makes ordetstecom-
mendations, to prevent similar deaths in future.

B.C.'s 2007Coroners Actprovides the minister with the
authority to order the coroner to hold an inquést the minis-

How does the Minister of Justice decide which Yljkonter’s estimation it is necessary or desirable m phlblic inter-

laws will be reviewed, updated or amended and tiegsave a
schedule for tackling some of Yukon’s more archaies?

Hon. Mr. Cathers:
to hear this type of question coming from the Menfbe Cop-
perbelt South. The member, from her previous expeg in an
NDP government, should be aware that the decisahwut
legislation come from Cabinet approval and Cabmehority,
that there are a number of elements that feedtiiso includ-
ing public concerns, operational issues, departaheicom-
mendations, and of course, commitments made bytg ipaits
election platform. Those are a number of the facttis really
surprising that the member doesn’t know that.

Ms. Moorcroft:
that he decided to speak out and answer for thashdinof
Justice.

Mr. Speaker, it is really surprising Actinto the 21t

| guess the minister was so surprised,[hereof But certainly

est. When will the Yukon public see the legislatarel regula-
tory changes that will bring our completely outdb@oroners
century?

Hon. Mr. Cathers: | would point out to the Member
for Copperbelt South that, as | said before, gavemt takes
suggestions about legislation and legislative amends from
a number of sources. That can include the pulblzgn include
stakeholder groups, it can include operational ensttthat
emerge. It certainly includes department recommigmuz |t
certainly includes any platform commitments tha arade. In
fact, we also will consider suggestions that comoenf mem-
bers of the opposition and consider them on theirtsior lack
the decision is not goimgke made
within 60 seconds in Question Period. Again, | vdoahcour-
age the member to make a more fulsome submissithining

Our Coroners Acthas seen little change since it came intoher concerns to the minister responsible and thergment

effect in 1976, and there are many concerns wiith ahchaic
bill. The government has the power to appoint enoee the
chief coroner at any time, hindering the indepecdeaf the
position. Our law uses the passive “may” insteadhefactive
“shall” when it comes to conducting inquests in&aths under
certain circumstances. There is no provision faregoment to
order an inquest in the public interest.

The offences, fines and penalties are not up te.dabr
example, section 30 says that a person who wilfdéstroys,

will, of course, give due consideration to how muétan issue
this is. In large part, it would be based on thiacneed that
exists or the lack thereof, rather than on the netalinterpre-
tation about the respective age of the piece a$liipn.

There are many pieces of legislation across thentcpu
that have been in place for decades or 100 yeatsithsome
cases, work quite well. The legislation should ééewed on
how well it works, not on when the stamp was puiton
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Question re:  Education, post-secondary funding could earn another $2,500, leaving for their peswsadary
Mr. Silver: Post-secondary education can be veryeducation with just under $4,000 in Yukon excelemeovards

expensive, with a year attending an Outside unityersnning

from $20,000 to $25,000. Yukon students receiveoruéxcel-

lence awards for earning an 80 percent or highenandatory
exams in grade 9 through grade 12. The grant moaeythen
be applied when they attend post-secondary inistitsit These
exams include grade 9 math and English, grade 16 arad

science, grade 11 socials and grade 12 subjedtsstahdard-
ized provincial exams. Except for English, it islbager man-
datory to take those departmental grade 12 exanusjrafact

they have been phased out completely. Can the tdinif

Education please tell us how many exams are ncelotagken
and how much money is consequently no longer awlatde
these students?

Hon. Mr. Kent:
question. He is correct in his assessment of tbeipeial ex-
ams and the Yukon achievement tests that contritovtard
the Yukon excellence awards. | believe that thegards were
actually reinstated by the Yukon Party governméottdy after
taking office in 2002.

| can tell members of the House that $166,000 iscoty
budgeted for 2012-13. Last year, we awarded slightler
$154,000 for awards that were previously earnedexpended
$167,000 for awards earned last year. For thefldisschool
year, for which we have statistics, we processet dplica-
tions. Those numbers will, of course, go down wiith number
of mandatory exams now going down, but we will ¢des
options to expend the excess resources.

Mr. Silver:
money does add up. Making 80 percent on a gradelry
achievement test can earn $200. The same perfoemanc
grade 10 exams earns $300 each and 80 percengiedea 11
social studies exam is worth $400. The big money dlways
been the grade 12 exams, where students can e@n &5
score. Now that English is the only grade 12 depental
exam, thousands of dollars in grants earmarkeddaarding
excellence in academics can no longer be accessed.

Would the minister consider awarding the grade LRon
excellence awards based on 80 percent of the finalse
mark, instead of 80 percent on the phased-out egarthat the
high performing students don’t miss out on thousaofidol-
lars for their education?

Hon. Mr. Kent: Again, as | mentioned in my previous
answer, we did process 121 applications for thé@2ilschool
year and a significant investment was made by thieo Party
government in the continuing education of Yukondstts.
The changes in British Columbia have necessitdtedhanges
here in the Yukon. We are considering options. Jelmi had
the opportunity to discuss those options with depent offi-
cials, but as soon as | do, we will certainly méi@se public.

Mr. Silver:
earn significant amounts for their post-secondatycation by
performing well on these mandatory exams. If a etadid
well in grades 9 through 11, they could earn $1,#@0their
post-secondary education. If they went on to take grade 12
courses and did well on the associated standardéztsl, they

In the past, students have been able td

in their pockets. That's enough to cover the fifsar’s tuition
and books. Without those standardized grade 12 £xaall
but English are no longer offered — that dropsust junder
$2,000 for school. That is roughly the cost ofituitand books
for one class and one month of living in residence.

Will the minister find a way that these high-achingystu-
dents can still get the full financial benefit their hard work?

Hon. Mr. Kent: Again, there will, of course, be addi-
tional resources available this year because ofdbaction in
the number of mandatory exams. Those changes, ,agaie
precipitated by changes in British Columbia, anddeefollow
their curriculum. Again, I look forward to explogrthe options
as to what we can do with those resources. | tthiak one of

| thank the member opposite for the the more exciting things that was introduced jusbrpto

Christmas was the dual credit program at Yukon ég@l We
are now able to have grade 12 students take aufidersity
transfer course. Hopefully, it is initiatives likleat and explor-
ing options for what to do with additional resowgdeat will
help Yukon students when they are attending pasirstary
institutions.

Question re:  Education, post-secondary funding

Mr. Silver: I will stick with the topic of government
grants and post-secondary education. After allcation isn't
getting any cheaper for our young students. If veatan edu-
cated and engaged future workforce and populaiiags,in the
Yukon'’s best interest to help out its students. Yiikon grant

| appreciate the answer, seeing as thi§s available to students based on a combinatioth&if resi-

dence in the Yukon, their parents’ residence inYh&on and
their attendance at a Yukon high school.

The government will pay out about $4.1 million imk6n
grants to approximately 780 students this year. @amninister
tell us, when was the Yukon grant amount last et and
when was it most recently increased?

Hon. Mr. Kent: I'm not sure when the last total re-
view of the base was done, Mr. Speaker, but | cantion that
the government continues to show support by indgxire
Yukon grant and the student training allowanceth®annual
rate of inflation. When one looks at the budgetuioents that
are currently being discussed in this House, aghinnumbers
mentioned by the member opposite — $4.133 millisrthie
total value of Yukon grants. There were 780 awarfiedan
average amount of $5,300. If we compare that tontae es-
timates for 2011-12, it was slightly under $4 roilli and an
average amount of $5,025. So there has been aig@gase in
the amount of the student grant.

Mr. Silver: We're looking at inflation rates for these
increases. One can only look at the current topicthe na-
tional news as far as increases in tuition to $e this is a
igger problem. It has been some time since theoWurant
amount has been considerably increased to reftextt The
grant is widely subsidized too.

As mentioned earlier, nearly 800 students will itséo
fund their education this year alone. The averag®umt
awarded is $5,300. We estimate the cost to Yukotoeastend
university is around $20,000 to $25,000 per yedatTneans
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that the Yukon grant covers 20 to 25 percent ofeesgps.
Many students make up the difference by taking stutient
loans. A heavy student loan burden after graduatamdelay
our young people as they enter the next phaseeif Huult
lives — buying a home, affording a mortgage, starta fam-
ily. If there are no immediate plans to increaselthse Yukon
grant to reflect the current rates in tuitions,|wfile minister
consider increasing other grant options for ourt4sesondary
students?

Hon. Mr. Kent: Again, Mr. Speaker, | will lay out the
bigger picture when it comes to post-secondary &iitut and
all that the government provides. There’s the Yugeent, the
student training allowance, Canada’s student loagrnam, the
Yukon excellence awards that were referenced irptesious
guestion, and also significant investments thatvevghade at
Yukon College over the past number of years, inolgic li-
censed practical nurse program offered right here/'ukon
College and the fact that we’re going to be explpninodels to
look at the best way to turn Yukon College intoravarsity,
even though they do currently have university degyenting
privileges.

Mr. Silver:
travel component for students. The average anmaat gaid is
$5,300 per student with $1,800 of that for tra@dming home
for the summer can be a great option for studemtisfar our
labour force. Students can live at home, save mésreschool
that they would otherwise pay in rent outside o tfukon.
Our local businesses and government offices geshbe-term
benefit of summer staff that is local, eager andcated. In the
long term, our young people are encouraged to metoirthe
Yukon after their education, bringing that local nwa@xperi-
ence and their new skills back into the labourdorc

Given the value to both students and the largemaonity
of having them spend their summer employment invthkon,
will the minister consider adjusting the grant totifier encour-
age students’ return?

Hon. Mr. Kent: | think there are a number of initia-
tives underway by the Yukon government currentlgrt@inly
the work in revitalizing the Yukon economy and fbbs and
opportunities that are available in the privataaefor students
coming back and the young entrepreneurs that wedasl
about recently in northern publications is tremargdddut there
are also government programs. The student traiaimd) em-
ployment program — or the STEP program — offersraraer
wage subsidy to Yukon employers who provide opputies
for Yukon post-secondary students, and the sumraeszec
placement program provides a wage subsidy to erapoyho
can provide summer positions for students and yaouttile
focusing on local priorities.

It is those types of initiatives combined with aystrong
and vibrant private sector that are giving our shid the op-
portunity to return here in the summertime, findptogyment,
find high-paying jobs, and save up for their follag school
year.

Question re:  Literacy programs
Mr. Tredger: Literacy is of critical importance to our
students. For 15 years, the Reading Recovery proges been

an important component of Yukon’s early literaawastgy. It is
an evidence-based, effective, early-literacy irgation, and
dramatically reduces the number of children withdiag and
writing difficulties. Reading Recovery identifiehe lowest
achieving children early and provides an individjpdeesigned
series of lessons. Many of these children makelaeted pro-
gress and quickly catch up to their peers. Teachreidsparents
have spoken passionately and eloquently of theesscof the
program.

Can the Minister of Education share his long-teriang
for Reading Recovery and ensure the House thdighefits of
Reading Recovery will continue to be available ¢ha®ls in
the coming years?

Hon. Mr. Kent: Of course, literacy is something that
is very important not only to this government baunte person-
ally. We have seen a $200,000 investment recemtllygé Fam-
ily Literacy Centre to continue funding for thaganization for
the next year. At the same time, we also investidgatg-term
solutions to their funding. We have made a commite
invest in the Imagination Library, which providesbaok a
month, and is again run through the Yukon LiterGogalition.

The amount of the Yukon grant contains aThere is a book a month for children from birthvtben they

enter the school year. So there are a number ttines, in-
cluding Reading Recovery, as students move throtigh
school system, which are extremely important tg tppvern-
ment, and we continue to invest in them.

Mr. Tredger: Reading Recovery is a well-researched,
evidence-based and effective program. It relieshenongoing
training of Reading Recovery teachers. This trgninust be
done on a regular basis as teachers move on tgpositions.
In addition, the related professional developmergastunities
are of benefit to all staff. It is important thdk schools have a
trained Reading Recovery teacher. This requireg-term
planning and continuous training. It has come toattgntion
that there will not be a Reading Recovery cohorttfie com-
ing school year.

Can the minister assure us that the present situdi a
one-year hiatus and that training will resume tb#ofing
year, in 2013-14?

Hon. Mr. Kent: When it comes to Reading Recovery
and literacy initiatives, there are significant éstments al-
lowed for in the staffing allocation formula. Fdrig upcoming
fall we see 0.5 positions or one full-time equivéléen almost
every rural school as well as 0.5 to 1.5 FTEs thhowt the
urban elementary schools when it comes to ReadawpWwery
and literacy initiatives.

Again, those investments are continuing to be naaue|
look forward to working on a number of differenteliacy ini-
tiatives with our partners in education — the NG&al the
teachers and each individual school — as we monaitjihnout
the upcoming year.

Mr. Tredger: In order to ensure the long-term viabil-
ity of Reading Recovery, we need planning and wedrteain-
ing. The Reading Recovery program relies heavilyhentrain-
ing of Reading Recovery teachers. This initialritag is very
intensive. It is most feasible that this occurgha Yukon. For
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15 years we have had a working system that alloeal teach-
ers to apply and to participate.

Trained teacher-leaders are a critical componenthisf
system. These teachers must travel Outside andveeiceen-
sive training for one year. They then return tantreeachers
locally. Next year would be an ideal time to traannew
teacher-leader.

Will the minister share with Yukon teachers andepis
his plan to ensure that there are teacher-leadsrg lirained
and thus ensure the continuation of the ReadingWeg pro-
gram?

Hon. Mr. Kent:
first-hand, the value of Reading Recovery on thenloer of
school visits that | have been able to take priothe spring
sitting of the Legislature. When it comes to litgranitiatives,
the support that this government gives to a nunatbditerary
initiatives is very well-documented. Again, | wikiterate the
support for the Yukon Literacy Coalition’s Familyitéracy
Centre located at the Canada Games Centre. A isigmifin-
vestment is made by the Minister of Community Szsiin
libraries around the Yukon. A tremendous amougpisig into
literacy. Again, | outline the number of FTEs wevbassigned
for this upcoming fall to deal with this at the sohlevel.

Questionre:  Mclintyre Creek protection
Ms. White:

endured to enrich generations of Edmonton residamtsvisi-
tors alike. Here in Whitehorse, spaces the city degeloped
for public use, like the Millennium Trail and thdaBk Street
stairs, are well-used and enjoyed year-round. Geioes of
Yukoners similarly seek out Mcintyre Creek to ehritheir
lives.

Does this government recognize the educationateaec
tional and environmental value Mcintyre Creek bsirtg our
“Larger Than Life” wilderness city?

Hon. Mr. Kent: In my previous answer, | did mention
that there are experiential learning opportunitieg,only in the

Mr. Speaker, again, | have witnessed,community of Whitehorse but throughout the Yukomhelieve

that Mcintyre Creek is located within the commurofyWhite-
horse. So I'm not sure what the member opposite talagng
about in her response, but again, we have tremendmen-
space that’s located throughout the community oft&iorse.
The Minister of Health and Social Services, a farrogy
councillor here in Whitehorse, has told me thatap0 percent
of the land within the city is designated as grepace and |
think it's tremendous. We're always five minutesrfr most of
our doors to our favourite fishing hole or othgueayg of outdoor
activities.

So, there’s a tremendous amount of experientiahieg
that can take place throughout Whitehorse and tirout the
Yukon as a whole, including on Aishihik Lake, whehere

Mr. Speaker, the photo essay abouRNaS a recent bison hunt, or again, the exampléseofvork in

Mclintyre Creek that ran in théukon Newsecently reminds us Old Crow or with the Champagne and Aishihik Firsttisns.

that some things are invaluable. Some of the lamtise public
trust are indeed priceless. We carry childhood nresador a
lifetime. | remember each and every frog | caugitt eeleased
in Mcintyre Creek. Even before | knew there washsacahing

as experiential education, | learned much from si@md days
spent playing in those wetlands right in the hedrbur city,

free and accessible to all people. It is hard tagime a better,
more accessible location for experiential learrtingn the vi-
brant ecosystem of Mcintyre Creek; be it for biatad sci-

ences, arts or year-round physical education, @ns of the
best classrooms imaginable.

Mr. Speaker, does the government recognize thesvafu
Mclintyre Creek for experiential learning?

Hon. Mr. Kent:
learning initiatives that are undertaken throughtiwt Yukon,
of course, including the recently concluded bisanthas well
as the bridge-building competition that was heldergly at
Porter Creek Secondary. So there are a numberpafriextial
learning initiatives: the Old Crow initiative antet Southern
Tutchone initiative that's being run by Champagnd aishi-
hik First Nations. Of course, there are tremendpsortunities
for experiential learning, not only throughout théhitehorse
community, but throughout the Yukon. So | thinkgbovalues
exist on a larger scale, no matter where we'rartgllabout.

Ms. White:
ing Mclintyre Creek.

Good development requires a long-range vision dadsp
that meaningfully address conflicting values anadlaise de-
mands. The City of Edmonton, for example, had tiseom to
protect green space along the North Saskatchewasr Rnd
along the creeks that flow into it. That plannimgesight has

That was a good reference of not includ-

Ms. White: There is no denying that the City of
Whitehorse is the lead when it comes to McintyreeBy as it
resides within the municipal boundaries. First biagi, resident
associations and Yukon College all have roles &y,phs well.
No one is suggesting that the Yukon government lshaed-
dle in municipal affairs or that voices of otheakstholders
should be silenced. It is a simple matter of faett the Yukon
government is the primary landholder in the teryitoAs a
landholder, the Yukon government has an obligatioprotect
and promote the interests of Yukoners by engaginthé de-
velopment process, even when ultimate decision-ngalkaiu-
thority might rest elsewhere.

Will the government use its influence as the priyrand-

There are a number of experiential holder to engage with the city and other stakehslt® ensure

educational, recreational and environmental vaaresconsid-
ered in the planning for the future of Mcintyre €k&

Hon. Ms. Taylor: | want to thank the member oppo-
site for raising this important question.

As the member opposite has just alluded, the Goventh
of Yukon has had a long-standing land developmestopol in
place with the City of Whitehorse, which maps dw tespec-
tive responsibilities of each government when ines to land
planning and land use within the City of Whitehoecsafines.

The City of Whitehorse is responsible for the piagnde-
sign, consultation, approvals for land developmaithin the
city limits. Of course, the Government of Yukontien re-
sponsible for certainly adhering to land developtreemd the
sale of the completed lots.

When it comes to respective land designations,ithalso
by the official community plan for the City of Whtiorse that



April 23, 2012

HANSARD

861

was approved in 2010, which speaks to land useylasbns
falling within the purview of the city. As | mentied in my
response to the petition, that the member oppoalsestabled,
that includes future development, use of land, el & envi-
ronmental matters within municipal boundaries. Thisern-
ment will continue to work with all respective gag when it
comes to land use planning throughout the territorgl con-
tinue to meet our obligations as set out with tedl develop-
ment protocol.

Speaker:
We will proceed to Orders of the Day.

ORDERS OF THE DAY

Hon. Mr. Cathers: I move that the Speaker do now
leave the Chair and that the House resolve intdCii@mittee
of the Whole.

Speaker:
Leader that the Speaker do now leave the Chairtlaaidthe
House resolve into Committee of the Whole.

Motion agreed to

Speaker leaves the Chair

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE

Chair (Ms. McLeod): Order. The Committee of the
Whole will now come to order. The matter before @@mmit-
tee is Bill No. 6 First Appropriation Act, 2012-13Ne are go-
ing to continue general debate on Vote 52, DepartmEEnvi-
ronment.

Do members with to take a brief recess?

All Hon. Members: Agreed.

Chair: Committee of the Whole will recess for 15
minutes.

Recess

Chair: Order. Committee of the Whole will now come
to order.

Bill No. 6: First Appropriation Act, 2012-13 —
continued

Department of Environment — continued

Chair: The matter before the Committee is Bill No. 6,
First Appropriation Act, 2012-13Today we are going to con-
tinue with general debate on Vote 52, Departmerirofiron-
ment. The Hon. Mr. Dixon has the floor, with 15 wiies and
three seconds remaining.

Hon. Mr. Dixon: Thank you very much, Madam
Chair. When we ended last week, we were going tiitraome
of the initiatives that are being outlined for thjisar through
our 2012-13 budget. So | wanted to take the chembéhlight
some of those again for members opposite, in @atiicin of
additional questions that I'm sure we’ll receiveaiighout to-
day from both parties opposite.

In terms of the Fish and Wildlife branch, | wantechigh-
light that this will be the first year of the newgordinated ap-
proach to establishing base inventories and asgggsissible

It has been moved by the Government House

cumulative effects of the recent mineral explomatimd devel-
opment work on Yukon'’s freshwater fish, wildlifecahabitats.
The assessment of cumulative effects is requiredemurthe
Yukon Environmental and Socio-economic Assessneent A
The actions needed to obtain the cumulative assFgsm
are strongly supported by affected First Natiosswall as the
agencies responsible for environmental assessnrehtleand
disposition requests. These agencies use the envamatal
assessment process on a project-by-project bassnoWw re-
quire plans, data collection programs and politdesnderstand

Time for Question Period has now elapsed.the cumulative effects on regions undergoing ineedaindus-

trial activity.

| recall last week we touched on some areas itvidimber

for Mayo-Tatchun’s riding specifically, as well amumber of
other ones. This new coordinated initiative williliné re-
sources of the department's Fish and Wildlife, WaRe-
sources and Environmental Programs branches.
One of the largest areas to look at is the Whitéd Glis-
trict, as we discussed last week, where the Watsmo®ces
branch will be installing two new water-monitorirsgations.
This will help us collect baseline data on existingustrial
impacts on waterways, so that we can anticipatentipact of
this new activity. As | said, the Fish and Wildlifeanch will
carry out a moose survey through the western loBtewart
River and northeastern White River moose managenntd,
and a second moose survey through the upper Steveset-
shed along the Beaver and Rackla rivers. Theséhelii us get
baseline information on moose densities, populatiomposi-
tion and distribution so that we can determine deanin
moose population associated with future mining acdess
development in the White River area south of Dawisothe
Rau and Rackla area east of Mayo.

We will also be sharing the results of those suswaith
the respective RRCs, which are the Mayo Renewabtoitce
Council and the Selkirk Renewable Resource Courdiio,
we will undertake a ground survey of a small poorfa of
Dall sheep in the White River district.

At this point, little is known about these sheepparticu-
lar, how they move along the rivers. Given theimfimize and
relative isolation, these groups may be at greadkrof distur-
bance. As we've discussed, baseline informatioruabgooup
size, group connectivity, and movement routes isded and
could be used to mitigate potential impacts of ttgument on
these sheep.

There was, in fact, a relatively comprehensive ghpsou-
lation and habitat study in the late 1980s, andlte®f an ae-
rial survey in 2007 suggested that the habitatcfiele by the
sheep will help us determine what has to be doreséid im-
pacts by mining activity. The Ketza River miningojact is
about to undergo an adequacy review with the stiatiecht of
reopening the Ketza mine. The current informatsnéeded to
inform that process.

Two other survey projects not connected to the dative
effects initiatives are in anticipation of more ffi@ on the
North Canol Road due to increased mineral explomagictivi-
ties. The first is @ moose survey in response lierdbcal con-
cerns about increased hunting traffic in the afée other is to
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determine the current population of the small residgoat
population in the Itsi Range south of Ross River.

The goat survey will be available for industry ardource
managers to evaluate the potential effects of dgweént on
goats in that area.

Another issue that | wanted to highlight — and @sadis-
cussed a bit last week — is the development ofnater strat-
egy. As | said, water is a significant issue anigh priority
within the Yukon government, and the Yukon Wates®g&ces
branch is the lead agency for developing the wstiategy. It
will include the six government departments. Aslwak will
be conducting, as | said last week, targeted stdéeh consul-
tations later this fall, which will then be followeby public
consultation. We anticipate that the targeted $takker con-
sultations will inform the process and the scopwloat we will
be taking to the public.

It is our hope, of course, that the water stratedly pro-
vide long-term direction for economically and ewvimentally
responsible development, management and use ofr wate
Yukon, and establish principles to guide future isieo-
making. It is our intention to use the water chartleveloped
by the Council of the Federation to guide the daljvof water
management programs across Canada in the respgrisdic-
tions that adopted it.

That of course will also inform our water strate@iie wa-
ter charter's goals are to reduce consumption,eas® effi-
ciency, protect water quality and adapt to theatéfof climate
change on water. | should also say that we are peyd that
two years of research, discussions and web developimas
resulted in thewww.yukonwaterwebsite, which | do enjoy
highlighting for members. | think it's a great resce and |
encourage members to visit that site and reviewettiensive
data that is available on it. It has been up amghing during
this past fiscal year. It's a single-source webtgdahat helps
individuals, industry, governments, non-governmenotgani-
zations and regulatory agencies get the informatimy need
on everything to do with water in the Yukon. Thiedists over
1,300 locations around the territory where watdyamg moni-
tored or was studied in the past, and providesildeta how
water is used for mining, agriculture, fisheriemektry and oil
and gas. Information is also provided on the fedésaritorial,
municipal and First Nation governments and thde o water
management as well the regulatory agencies thadwewater
use in the territory.

Another important initiative in our budget for thyear is
the investment we are making in our conservatidice® in
the territory. Of course, these folks are the omke deal with
wildlife issues and the issues of hunters and tloogeising the
land on a day-to-day basis, on a first-hand, ongttoeind basis.
So we have a lot of respect for what they do alud af faith in
their ability to act in the public’s interest whéncomes to
wildlife and managing wildlife.

We are, as | mentioned before, staffing one nevseom-
tion officer position in Carmacks as of last ydarfesponse to
requests from area residents. This year, we wiladding an-
other half-time field position to the branch torease our field
presence and meet growing demands for our servioés.

course, as I've noted, the largest capital budgstytear is the
planning and design for the new Watson Lake redioffece

building to replace the 1960 structure, which wdtkfor the

Conservation Officer Services branch in Watson La#ie!'ve

noted before, that building is in much need of aepment. It’s
quite — | used the word “dilapidated” last weelkhink that's

a fair term to use again.

When we invest in our buildings like we're doingdéenot
only are we improving the ability of our staff t@ dhe good
work they need to do, but it improves our abilibyrécruit new
staff. Staffing in communities is always an issue fireding
folks who are either in the community already, @ willing to
move to a community to perform these importantises: So |
anticipate that having a new building that doetgék and ac-
tually has air conditioning in the summer will halg recruit
staff to Watson Lake.

The new building, when completed in 2013-14, wilike
two conservation officers, as well as the officesthe Fish and
Wildlife branch, regional biologists, as well astkeasonal
Parks branch staff. So we try to get as much usagef this
facility as we can by sharing among the differergniches of
the Department of Environment.

We are also implementing a succession planningaiivie
for our First Nations conservation liaison officand we’ll be
recruiting for a three-year term First Nations d@i training
position in the branch for this year.

We’'ll be looking at two new Internet-based servitest
are being developed by the Conservation OfficerviSes
branch. The first is a pilot project to help Whibebe residents
learn how to reduce their conflicts with bearshia summer by
improving the public's access to information abdetars in
their neighbourhoods. The second is to work onlbiggstics
for an Internet-based hunter education and etreegldpment
course to remove barriers to participation and nhbnters to
take the hunter education and ethics developmeuatseoon
their own schedule from anywhere in the territory.

Within the Parks branch, the popularity of Tombstdrer-
ritorial Park continues to draw interest from Yukoesidents
here at home, as well as Canadian residents gditi@ Yukon
and visitors from outside of Canada. As | notedbefin terms
of statistics, we saw a 25-percent increase inntn@mber of
visitors in Tombstone, where visitations went fra®000 in
2010 to 12,500 in 2011. This increasing demand sees
have to come up with new and innovative ways opingl a
wide range of people to enjoy the Tombstone expeee

We are working on introducing, on a pilot basiscardine
registration system for people who want to bookirthbeck-
country Tombstone Park camping spot in advancthidfis a
successful project, we will look at expanding tbatvice in the
future in other areas.

We are considering in 2012 — also on a pilot basisf-
fering two group camping sites at the Tombstone Main
campground for commercial wilderness tourism omesato
use exclusively in order to support their busingsés it stands
now, our existing park campgrounds are occupied deé¥@ent
of the time from the beginning of July to the eridhagust.
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| wanted to also reiterate the very positive, bank-forth
conversation we had last week with, | believe, Member for
Riverdale South, about the need for improving @xgstamp-
sites, as well as expanding them and identifyingpiptoal new
sites. | think something Yukoners will be happyhtear is that
work is underway in this field. As more and moreple come
to the Yukon Territory from Outside, they want tomee up
here to experience the Yukon way of life and tlodtcourse,
includes experiencing Yukon’s phenomenal wildernessl
nature. Oftentimes, folks will do that by visitiegy of the nu-
merous territorial parks, which the Department n¥iEonment
is happy to manage.

As | was saying, the existing parks — while thene some
in the Whitehorse area which are extremely welldugigere are
parks throughout the territory that actually selatieely little
usage. So those are areas where we could recorbielae-
sources we devote to them, in light of the needlitert re-
sources to the potential of new campgrounds or redegxd, ex-
isting campgrounds.

When we closed off discussion on Thursday, | belies
were discussing the Yukon government’s environmiéiataili-
ties and remediation program and the number ofacoimated
sites that the site assessment and remediatiormaribges on
behalf of the Yukon government. But seeing my tiltieleave
that for any questions that others across the fioay have, and
I look forward to hearing the questions from thenmhers op-
posite. Thank you, Madam Chair.

Ms. Hanson:
would like to just raise a couple of questions blase the de-
bate last week — it caught my attention on threasuthat I'll
focus on this afternoon.

In the reply to questions from the Member for Talkhi
Kopper King with respect to amendments and requergato
revise or review the YukoBEnvironment Actthe minister ac-
knowledged that there are some inconsistencie®aadtdated
provisions that make it difficult for the Departniesf Envi-
ronment — I'm quoting here — “to continue to operappro-
priately.” He then goes on to say that there realtye no plans
with respect to changes or amendments to thatléigis. |
would ask the minister for clarification. | am rgahoping that
he can help to “square the circle” on this one,abse it
doesn't jive with the comments made by this govesntrat all
in past debates.

| thank the minister for his comments.

My question for the minister is this: Has that wadn
now been completed, and is it available for reviéMtrat is the
timeline for that review?

Hon. Mr. Dixon: As | said last week, we are aware
that there are a number of provisions in Erevironment Act
that are a bit dated. They don't reflect, in sorases, the final
agreements, devolution, the YESAA act referencedthmy
member opposite. So there are, indeed, challertged, think
this actually came up today in Question Period, retgovern-
ment is required, of course, to base its decisiomwbich legis-
lation to modernize and which legislation to amedvaked on a
number of important inputs. Those, of course, idelpriorities
raised by the government in its platform, as welfecommen-
dations made by the department.

| would anticipate that a&Environment Actbased on —
how do | put this? — how outdated it is, | suppdsesome-
thing that we would be looking at over the nextesal/years as
something that we should consider revising. Butcairse, as
we noted before, this territory is chock full ofdopieces of
legislation, some dating back over 100 years. @fre®, all of
those need to be, at some point, considered byrgment. I'd
say that we would consider tfvironment Acemong all of
our other pieces of legislation. | would say ttidsisomething
that | think we would be looking at doing in thexhseveral
years.

Ms. Hanson: So, | take it from that answer, then, that
we are not going to get a copy of the workplan thas drafted
and money expended for a third party to actually tdat
evaluation and determine the key actions that shbal taken
to move forward on a legislative initiative aroutie Environ-
ment Act— that that’s not going to be done.

I'll move to the species at risk then, in respotseues-
tions last week and discussion on this matter —erasly, the
upshot of which being that the minister indicatedttthis was
something that has sort of gone on the back bumauwyith-
standing that there may be an issue — we’ll relyfederal
legislation.

The previous minister — this is why I'm raising shbe-
cause this is the same government that has bgdada for the
last almost 10 years, and so these issues dids’'ajppear over-
night.

The departmental audit has noted these shortconainds
to inconsistencies with respect to the legislaiod movement

When we were in debate on the Environment depattmemn them. So at that time, when the review was dori2007,

last year, the minister’s predecessor indicated ta depart-
ment is aware of the need to update Bmvironment Actin
March 2009, the Department of Environment commissiba
third party evaluation of the act. The report ladblepecifically
at the impact of legislative and administrativeraes and how
these — since 1992 — and how these have affeceefni-
ronment Act It is clear that th&nvironment Actrequires up-
dating to reflect the results of devolution and plassing of the
Yukon Environmental and Socio-economic Assessmenamiat
many of the Yukon First Nation final agreementse Tepart-
ment is developing a workplan outlining the suggeésteps for
undergoing an official review and the revisionsh# act.

there was a discussion and the department indidageghected
that the proposed legislation will be redraftedro® coming

year. There was, as the minister indicated, asefi€eonsulta-
tions. Prior to this one here, the minister indéchthat “The
Yukon government” — this is last year — “is comredtto

finalizing the Yukon species at risk act to maintand enhance
Yukon’s natural environment for present and futgenera-
tions.” Laudable goals, Madam Chair.

“Environment Yukon is carefully considering all com
ments from two years of extensive consultation \aitoriginal
governments, wildlife management bodies and stdderm
The final details of how the act will affect abarigl treaty
rights and concerns were addressed” — not for éjtiout
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“during working meetings with First Nations, Inukié and
renewable resource councils.” The important piec&€hanges
to the draft act resulting from those discussiori$ lve con-
cluded shortly.” Last week we were told that théws not
really been any work done. In fact, the governniead been
doing work.

| guess my question to the minister is this: Realpat
will it take to actually get some movement to take product
of those extensive consultations and move forwarthe pre-
vious Yukon Party minister talked about in termghaf impor-
tance of this act to maintain and enhance Yukoatsinal envi-
ronment for present and future generations thanhisbjective
of this minister? He has the responsibility to tdlls House
how he will achieve that.

Hon. Mr. Dixon: I would remind the member oppo-
site that nine other of my colleagues and | weeeted for the
first time, at least this time around, in Novembétast year.
I’'m not going to comment on what a previous ministaid or
didn’t say, but | would say that there are a nundfemecha-
nisms for identifying and managing species at nisk/ukon.
There is, of course, the Committee on the StatiEndfingered
Wildlife in Canada, with which we work very closellf’s a
national committee and Yukon has a member on thiainut-
tee that evaluates the status of all wildlife spedn Canada
and identifies those most at risk. COSEWIC, as kt®wn,
places species at risk on a continuum of classifina and
categories that | listed last week, which | worst hgain.

There is the Convention on International Trade fudh-
gered Species — CITIES — that governs the crosdevor
movement of animal parts from species of intermatiocon-
cern, and of course there is the YuRaiidlife Act,which lists
several species as specially protected.

In response to the member opposite’s question, uldvo
say that we believe that there are sufficient lagjiee and per-
mitting provisions that collectively can addressh@erns re-
lated to species at risk in Yukon. As | noted te thember’'s
colleague last week, there are a number of jutissis that
have species at risk legislation, and there haes lsenumber
of developments and changes across Canada retatgbties
at risk. Many jurisdictions are revisiting theirglslation and
associated planning processes to meet the chaflesfgeans-
boundary, national and international coordinaties, well as
the timelines and expectations within their owngdictions.

Given these considerations, the Yukon governmenbts
moving forward immediately with a Yukon speciesiak act
to avoid similar challenges encountered by othems, to learn
from their experiences and revisions to currenislagion. We
have, right now, the tools to manage species kit Vige have
been doing that quite well over the years. | gdwe member
from Takhini a good example of that with the litheown bats
that were recently identified by COSEWIC as a specif con-
cern. Because Environment Yukon has been monitdiitig
brown bat populations in Yukon since 2004, we dote do
provide useful, current information to the comnettend de-
velop a useful management plan for this specie¥ukon.
There are methods and processes available to mapeges
at risk in Yukon currently.

With regard to moving forward with the potentialagpe-
cies at risk act, it is something that we have obsiy consid-
ered numerous times over the years, but it is dungethat, for
the reasons | just listed, we are not consideringing forward
on immediately. We want to ensure that we learmftbe ex-
periences of other jurisdictions that have undemnatkese sorts
of processes of developing legislation and have gome back
and revisited those pieces of legislation. We warake a step
back; we understand through our contact with thieerfa gov-
ernment that there is the possibility that the fatigovernment
might be considering their own legislation. Thats@mnething
we would also want to keep a close eye on in ordeateter-
mine what plans they have to amend their own letisi. |
think that that addresses the issues raised bm#mber oppo-
site.

Ms. Hanson:
perhaps be hopeful that the minister opposite dbesgage in
any major review of thé&nvironment Actl would be con-
cerned at that stage, because the current preamhhés act
talks about his responsibility as minister. It satkbout recog-
nizing that the resources of the Yukon are the comheritage
of the people of the Yukon, including generatioes tp come,
recognizing that a healthful environment is indisgable to
health and human life and that every individuathie Yukon
— including this minister — has a right to a hehltrenviron-
ment.

It also goes on to talk about the Government ofofulis a
trustee of the public trust. It is responsible fbe collective
interests of the people of the Yukon and the gyalitthe natu-
ral environment. Yes, | can recognize that thee species-
specific initiatives that are going on. It is orténg to talk
about little brown bats and bigger brown caribout, there are
many species at risk that we don’t see. They dgméak; they
don’t make noises. They are more like the plast dif this ter-
ritory. Each one of those that is diminished or oged because
of a lack of action diminishes this territory anidhthishes the
minister’s ability to deliver on his responsib#iti and account-
ability as the Minister of Environment.

We will continue to raise the importance of theues of
the objectives of th&nvironment Actlt had brilliant foresight
when it was drafted — as a result of much consahatvith
Yukoners. The importance of species at risk leti@miahas
been documented, and the failure to deliver onlthithis gov-
ernment over the last number of years.

| want to come back to an important element. | tvlask-
ing the minister for clarification. In the give anake of the
conversations, we sometimes don’t quite get outtwiain-
tended to. So in response to a question with résygethe
Yukon Council on the Economy and the Environme, mhin-
ister spoke about that and said, “In many ways réladities of
devolution and the establishment of YESAA havelyei@ken
over the responsibility of the assessment proaasgrbjects in
the Yukon.” He goes on to say, “Those are the gufrthings
we want to address in the review of the act.” I janted to
point out to the minister that, in fact, the resgbilities —
when we talk about the Yukon Council on the Econany
the Environment, this is really an important elemeh the

| guess, given that response, | should
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whole issue of sustainable development in thisttey: I'll just

remind the minister opposite that regarding the ofulCouncil
on the Economy and the Environment, this Yukon yPgav-
ernment, again, is breaking its own law in termsaf report-
ing on it or having disbanded it.

The purpose of the Council on the Economy and tig-E
ronment under the legislation is to encourage sadhée de-
velopment in the Yukon. It was to undertake andoerage
public discussion of the economy and the envirortnaemd
their interrelationship, and that's the absolutexcof what
we’re dealing with in the territory at this momeift.was to
review policies of the Government of Yukon and ee#t their
implementation in relation to the objectives of Ervironment
Act, to conduct research on the economy and the emmigat,
and to promote public awareness of the importarficaistain-
able development.

Last year, on February 9, members of th& 82gislative
Assembly had the privilege to receive the Govef@eneral in
this House. It truly was a privilege when the GovgrGeneral,
The Rt. Hon. David Johnston, addressed this LagislaAs-
sembly and spoke from the Speaker’s Chair. He resaiarin
his opening comments, that it was so good to bé& bache
Yukon. He remarked that he was the “founding cludithe
National Round Table on the Environment and thenBouy.”
He said that his first time in the Yukon, he atethdneetings
that were held in Haines Junction, at which théamobf sus-
tainable development was developed — the wholeonotif
sustainable development as something that shoulguling
how we balance economic and environmental develapine
our country.

He was part of the movement to get sustainableldpve
ment placed in all federal legislation. That’s wlg had and
have in our environment legislation a Yukon Courail the
Economy and the Environment. The Governor Geneiidl -s-
and this is kind of a sad irony — and | quote: “Tdoncept of
sustainable development, in a sense, had its bgth here in
Yukon”. He went on to say that he couldn’t think afmore
appropriate place for something like sustainableetbpment
to have its birth.

| guess my question is this: What has happene@ 3ikdée
have a federal government in Ottawa that is stgittiown the
national roundtable, for which the annual budgethis same
cost as the federal government’s financial contidsuto com-
memorate the Calgary Stampede. In the Yukon, we laater-
ritorial government that is violating owEnvironment Actby
not maintaining our sustainable development counitie
Yukon Council on the Economy and the Environment.

We already heard last week and again today thanthis-
ter has no specific timelines regarding #revironment Acbr
species at risk.

He said that th&nvironment Acis, in many places, out-
dated and he basically said — | think a misundaditey of

what the Yukon Council on the Economy and Environine

was intended to do. | get the impression that Heeves it's
outdated too. So my question: Does he feel susikndevel-
opment is outdated?

Hon. Mr. Dixon: There were a number of issues the
member opposite raised here. The first and mostrturfate
one is the lack of, | think, respect for a very orant species
in the Yukon, the little brown bat. The member ogifseems
to dismiss the concerns about the little brownibahe Yukon
and, of course, it's a very important species ame that
shouldn’t be mocked. | know it isn’t the cutestraal and per-
haps — you know, it has gotten a bit of a bad n&atedy as a
result of some vampire movies, et cetera, butdtis that we
shouldn’t ignore.

To respond to a number of her other comments atymext
cies that can't speak for themselves, | am not avedrany
animals in Yukon that can speak for themselves.tBeite are a
number of nhon-mammal species that are protectetetisas
other flora and fauna.

In response to her comments about the council oreedi
in the act — many bodies established through thd EHaims
process advise government on environmental manageme
Those include renewable resource councils, the d&ishwild-
life Management Board and a number of other boltkesthat.
Since becoming minister, | have made a point ahtryo de-
velop a very positive relationship with the Fishkdawildlife
Management Board. | look forward to visiting comriti@s
throughout the Yukon to meet with their local RRGslevelop
that relationship as well.

When it comes to sustainable development — actuily
is not an issue really for the Department of Envwinent; it's in
the Department of Economic Development. That depeamt
supports the growth of an economy that will provide Yuk-
oners today and tomorrow. Sustainable economicldpreent
is a concept used by the department at both tla¢egic and
operational levels. This includes working with goartners,
both internal and external, to achieve the bestames for
Yukon, now and into the future. If the member opigowould
take the time to read some of the departmentainpigndocu-
ments from the Department of Economic Developmshg
would see in th&athways to Prosperitgocument a quote that
I'll read: “Growth planning will provide a criticatomponent
as we explore government and stakeholder rolesnablimg
sustainable economic development.”

As well, from the department’s strategic plan, glliote:
“Sustainable diversification of the economy wiltjtere captur-
ing external wealth, in large part through incregsihe num-
bers of strategic projects and activities. This ltewill come
from diverse sources, including mining, tourismsaarch and
innovation and the film and sound industries.” S® see sus-
tainable development infused in departmental plaspmocu-
ments in the Department of Economic Developmerdom’t
want to spend too much time on this, because I'ne stem-
bers opposite have legitimate Department of Enwviremt
guestions that they would like to get to.

I would conclude by saying that of course sustdmab
development, sustainable economic developmengngething
that we consider very significantly on this sidetioé House.
It's infused in our planning documents in the Dépant of
Economic Development, and it is something that akee tvery
seriously. Thank you.
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Ms. Hanson:
Minister of Environment. He has now just demonstiaghat he
does not understand that tB@vironment Actspeaks to sus-
tainable development and his obligations and resipdities
for sustainable development. There is a definitbrisustain-
able development” in th&nvironment Actl would urge the
minister to be familiar with his portfolio. We aspeaking to-
day on Environment.

“Sustainable development” means development thatsne
present needs without compromising the ability teetnthe
needs of future generations. That's why we neezbastEnvi-

Madam Chair, the question was to thefishing with the wrong lure or something under teviron-

ment Actor the fish and wildlife acts, and the law is lgefol-
lowed by any person in those pieces of legislatibireeds
contempt for the law when the government doesnlbvio its
own legislation in crossing the t's and dotting fifee | think
that in reviewing these types of legislation andkima solid
pieces of legislation to bring it up to today’s ésshould be a
priority.

| think that Yukoners expect the minister to chamnpihe
priority of renewing theEnvironment Actand theWildlife Act
and the associated regulations at the Cabinet,taht letting

ronment Actthat’s why we need a minister who champions theYukoners know more definitively that, yes, withimetmandate,

balance of sustainable development — the challesfgthe

balance that is required. That's why the Yukon Guluon the

Economy and Environment — the objectives that drado

the record — was established in 1991, Madam Clsairit’s

unfortunate the minister doesn'’t take this roleaesly. It is

very, very important. It's important under the kggtion as it
stands today, and he is obliged to uphold thisiteits entirety.
He is accountable to this Legislative Assemblytfos piece of
legislation and its implementation in all aspe&s, as the Of-
ficial Opposition, we will look to the minister tdemonstrate
that he actually seriously is cognizant of his galions and
responsibilities. We will work with him to help hiomderstand
them more clearly. With that, Madam Chair, | amagisointed
in the responses we got today, because it reaily &f shocked
me. But we will move forward.

| believe the interim Leader of the Third Party lsasum-
ber of general questions before we move to lindifidebate.

Hon. Mr. Dixon: | just want to reiterate my disap-
pointment in the member opposite for the concerrte little
brown bat.

Mr. Elias: I would just like to begin by saying today
that | have been listening to the debate over akedouple of
days. | apologize to the minister and his staffafm a little bit
repetitious — sorry — today on Vote 52, the Departmof
Environment general debate. It is also once agaileasure to
engage the minister on such an important topico lheve a
number of questions that | hope were not asketiéndst cou-
ple of days.

| was going to save this one, but | will just gght into it.
We are only one-tenth of the way through a billdwilar-plus
budget that | believe we have actually clearedlithes for. |
think we only have about 10 actual sitting days, &b | will try
to be as expeditious as | can.

| will begin on the topic of the modernization dktEnvi-
ronment Actl will take this from a little different perspecéyvl
will start with the Yukon Party platform.

It has been a platform of the Yukon Party governmen
believe it said “pristine environment”. When soniethlike
that is put forward to Yukoners, | think it is veirpportant to
start to let Yukoners know that, yes, there aradsswith the

Environment Acaind the fish and wildlife acts — and the mul-

titude of regulations, | might add — that are otedaand need
to be modernized in today’s world of self-governifigst Na-
tions, devolution, the various final agreements dealing with
changing times, because if someone out there gttket for

this will get done as a priority for legislative n=ultation.
Some of those clauses within tRavironment Acere becom-
ing relic clauses and need to be addressed.

| think that there is an opportunity here for a nainister
who just got elected to champion these issues arelt tYuk-
oners know that he is championing them. In secfiérof the
Environment Act,it does not say “the Government of the
Yukon may”; it does not say “the Government of Ynoko
whenever it feels like it, report publicly on thate of the envi-
ronment report”; it says, “The Government of Yulgmall ...”

I will go back to theUmbrella Final Agreement— if the
expectations are for the other parties, federaleguwent,
Yukon First Nations, renewable resources councilakon
Fish and Wildlife Management Board, when it saysalb in
that agreement, the expectations are exponentidlyer that
they are going to fulfill that obligation.

I think the same holds true for territorial legiga. So |
think this is something that can be a shining liigintthe minis-
ter. | encourage him to provide more of a defigtanswer to
Yukoners with regard to the modernization of tlyjzet of legis-
lation. | don’t see anything but a win-win situatibere. More
of a definitive answer with regard to that wouldatong, long
way.

I'll leave that alone. | have some questions wibard to
the minister’s responsibilities under the UFA, deapl6, and
the First Nation individual final agreements arid @bout sta-
tistics here. | can see some value to this ovelintiementa-
tion of not only chapter 16 but other chapters initthe Um-
brella Final Agreementlt’'s with regard to the recommenda-
tions from the Yukon Salmon Sub-Committee, the weide
resources councils and the Yukon Fish and Wildiffenage-
ment Board. I'm wondering if the minister has angtistics
with regard to the recommendations or the decistbas he’s
responsible for — the number of recommendatiordeaisions
that he accepted, that he varied, or that he sdeas- |
shouldn’t say “he”; | should say “the department”e+that he
replaced the recommended decision altogether.

I think those are important, and if we find a waycatego-
rize that, it's going to bode well for the efficignof the re-
newable resources councils and the Yukon Fish aidlit&/
Management Board and the Yukon Salmon Sub-Commiittee
the future.

I've said this before and I'll say it again: ovdretyears
that 1 have watched the operations and directioespiecially
the renewal resources councils, they are beingerexdneffec-
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tive, not because of the inner workings of thevidlial renew-
able resources councils, but it's just the way that govern-
ance structure is being implemented. If we are goia

strengthen the claims agreements and our resplitissbas a
public government in those, | think these kindstaitistics are
going to go well, because this agreement is naigaivay any
time soon. That’s a couple of questions.

| do have some species at risk questions. I'll gsahead
and say anyway — the little brown bat. How do let@ angle
on this? Maybe I'll just ask a general questiorthd minister is
able to provide useful and current information tO@SEWIC
fairly quickly, and hasn’t reported to Yukoners dhgh his
obligations under section 47 of temvironment Acfor report-
ing on the Yukon state of the environment report believe it
was four years ago since we’ve actually had one. tGa min-
ister provide an update with regard to the stafuspecies at
risk in the Yukon? If | heard him correctly, he dahat the
little brown bat got dropped down to species ofcgdeconcern
and on the minister’s own website, it's still undee endan-
gered species list. So I'm not sure about that.

But there is also the northern long-eared bat. tee
some plants, some birds, the barn swallow, the @anavar-
bler, the common nighthawk, the olive-sided flyteicand the
red knot. Some wood bison reporting could happemnder-
stand there are a lot of unknowns with regard toveaod bi-
son population. There’'s the woodland caribou — hloeeal
population. If the minister could update Yukoneithvepecifi-
cally the endangered species at risk in the Yukancan alle-
viate some of the concern. Maybe I'll just beginthwthose
three questions.

Hon. Mr. Dixon: I'll start with the question about the
statistics on the recommendations from the variooards. |
don’t have that here. Those recommendations weok nsdart-
ing about the mid-1990s. It would require some i§iggmt time
and effort put in by staff to collect that data.the member
wanted to perhaps write me a letter or somethikg thhat and
initiate a case work, we can get staff to develogt body of
statistics for him. That would be possible; | cetya don’t
have it here in the House today, though, unforeigat

With regard to the species at risk question, itnsisulike
he is looking for a list, | guess, which | belielre noted was
on-line.

Allow me to correct myself — the two species ofshac-
curring in Yukon have been assessed as endangersul ke is
correct in that — across Canada by COSEWIC, ansktlspe-
cies will likely be added to the fedei@pecies at Risk Act

In terms of the importance of bats, of course laasan
important component of Yukon’s biodiversity. Thege ahe
primary regulator of night-flying insects, inclugimosquitoes.
The problem that has arisen resulting in their idechas been
white-nose syndrome, which is an emerging diseffeetig
bat populations across North America. It is natiweEurope
and believed to have been transported to North Amem the
clothing of spelunkers, or those who climb in cavé#hite-
nose syndrome affects bats during their winter rimiéton. A
white fungus forms on the nose and it is believest the an-
noyance of the fungus awakens bats, and they hureritical

energy reserves. As a result, they starve to dafién being
awakened.

In terms of others species at risk, there is aegligt on
which that the Department of Environment works withfed-
eral counterparts. As | said, they do include ittke Iorown bat
and the northern long-eared bat, but also a nurobgtants,
birds, mammals, fish and amphibians. | won't I all here,
but they are available on-line.

So the statistics and the species at risk — | thivek cov-
ered the bases there, Madam Chair.

Mr. Elias: I'll move forward. | thank the minister for
the response. This was also touched on over thedaple of
days in the debate, but | think it can go intottelibit greater
depth about the species management plan for capis| the
wolf conservation and management plan review. yaat dur-
ing this time, there was a committee struck and aveeriod of
four months they conducted community meetings thinout
the territory with regard to the wolf managemermtrplto renew
the Yukon Wolf Conservation and Management Rlzat was
dated August 31, 1992 and to receive recommendatioat
were made to the Yukon Fish and Wildlife Managenizwerd
and to the minister himself.

Can the minister give a progress report as to staafe the
Yukon Wolf Conservation and Management R&im the terri-
tory? That's one question.

In the community discussions there seems to be stisne
crepancy between what the Department of Environrfesis
the population of wolves is in the territory comgarto the
various communities throughout the Yukon. Some camim
ties feel that there are a lot more wolves outdfiean what the
Department of Environment is suggesting — thatetseup to
5,000 wolves in the territory. I've been to a cauplf these
meetings. Especially when people’s pets go missingvhen
they come close to communities or actually livéhie commu-
nities during the winter — which is of concern whieunters
and trappers are seeing a larger number of moadeaibou
kills out on the land — it becomes a concern.

| haven’t seen a status report on the developmgrien
Yukon Wolf Conservation and Management Riawview proc-
ess. If the minister could provide the House withugpdate on
that, it would be great.

Hon. Mr. Dixon: | would be happy to provide an up-
date for the member opposite. As he mentioned, ave heen
reviewing the 1992 plan and updating it and workivith the
Fish and Wildlife Management Board to do so. ThehFand
Wildlife Management Board has really put in a cdesable
amount of time and effort. Several of the membenrgelspent a
lot of time and resources on it. It is somethingtthas been a
very collaborative process between government hedrukon
Fish and Wildlife Management Board.

It is our view that the process followed by Envimoent
Yukon and the Fish and Wildlife Management Boaod, foth
the review of the 1992 plan and the developmerthef2011
plan, respects the final agreements and the rolésathorities
for public management of the non-subsistence spafiterri-
torial interest.
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The joint review committee, which had representatio chapter 16. They could become very valuable inyisrs to

from the Fish and Wildlife Management Board, aslwslthe
Government of Yukon, identified and communicatechetous
opportunities for First Nation engagement, parttign and
input throughout the planning process that begakehbruary
2011, including a workshop, community meetings,eaten-
sion to further support First Nation participation the plan
review in September 2011, and a further consutigpieriod in
January and February 2012.

Also, as a result of this, or a kind of a side effef it, a
First Nation land and resource directors forum lbesn estab-
lished, which I think will be an effective forum rf&nviron-
ment Yukon staff to address future management pigrproc-
esses, including First Nation engagement. It isgushance for
the technical staff of First Nations and Environt¥nokon to
touch base on a number of issues.

The current status of the plan, | would say, igsapenul-
timate stage. It is very close to being complefdt collabora-
tive working relationship between the board — adeshpub-
lic management interests on species of territdritdrest —
and is similar to the existing collaboration witthetboard in

come.

I'll move forward. The winter tick issue still comeup in
my travels throughout the territory with people iagkif there
is an update with regard to this. Have there begrhades sub-
mitted to the Department of Environment that afested with
the winter tick? | would assume that the departmemild im-
mediately publicize this and deal with this if th&iso or if that
were found to be true. | don’'t want to be an alatpibut this
winter tick in the south has decimated ungulateupstipns
because of their emaciation — where their haisfallt, any-
way. We don’t want this to happen to our ungulaipypations
here in the territory. | know there has been sora@agement
effort from the department over the years, treagtigpopula-
tions throughout southern Yukon to ensure thatethster
ticks don’t go into the wild populations.

So if the minister can give me a quick update anrtfan-
agement efforts and some of the data with regattlisonasty
little tick, then it would great for Yukoners to tggpdated on
whether or not the Department of Environment israwd any
wildlife species — whether they be moose or carjladiuof the

addressing public input on any proposed amendmémts harvested ungulates in the territory — has the evitick been

Yukon’s Wildlife Actregulations.

To address the member’'s point about local concpens
haps being different or diverging from the undardtag that
Environment Yukon might have — one of the composeit
the plan is to provide additional scope and abiflitylocal re-
newable resources councils to provide additiong@luininto
things like harvest management and issues like Wigre they
have the local knowledge and the local understandintheir
own populations in their own areas — their own itiadal
territories, which | think is incredibly importart making sure
that the folks on the ground dealing with, in tb&ése, wolves,
on a day-to-day basis. In some cases, communitiesact with
wolves probably more than they'd like to. So we i@nmake
sure that we provide opportunity to listen to thdsks and
take their input very seriously.

So | hope that answers the member’'s question. ifer+e
ate, the plan is at its penultimate stage and lvélicompleted
very soon, | imagine. Thank you.

Mr. Elias:
ter. Again, I'll move on. Something else does camemind
when the minister asks me to write a letter witarel to the
statistics about the recommendations from the rabewre-
source councils and the Yukon Fish and Wildlife g&ment
Board and the Yukon Salmon Sub-Committee. With reis
sponsibilities under thEmbrella Final Agreemenif it's going
to take significant time and effort, we have tatsseamewhere,
because | do see value in these types of statiatiahey de-
velop over time. So, consider the debate on ther flf the
House today a request to develop these, becaatsoisays in
chapter 16 of th&mbrella Final Agreementhat the minister
provide written reasons. Those are also of histbwelue. So,
if we can begin to develop this type of — | seadta table —
decisions that are made, whether the minister uniderespon-
sibilities may accept, set aside or replace themeuendations,
or bury the recommendations within the responsiédiunder

| appreciate the comments from the minis-

noticed on their hides?

Hon. Mr. Dixon: To respond to that question, the De-
partment of Environment continues to monitor hidasy have
since 2007. There have not been any infested hidese have
been a very, very small number of ticks found. Tireshold
that they typically go with is 50,000 ticks on adiwould be a
level of concern and the numbers that they have, Seethe
very few cases they have seen any, have been w&¥, sin-
gle- and double-digits — it is very small. Not anmoer that is
of concern.

To respond to the member opposite’s request fdritha
formation, it is available on our website. So therénforma-
tion about winter tick surveys and monitoring aahie on-line.
| think that's it.

Mr. Elias:
and expensive website and navigating through fintb a spe-
cific answer is sometimes time-consuming and diffid thank
the minister for providing those answers.

With regard to the species of bison and elk, thia gues-
tion from the general public. They've been on thiaduced
species legislation in the territory for quite sotimee now. The
question that was posed to me and | couldn’t answvas, is
there a point in time when the introduced speciesha longer
considered introduced and that they fall underahes of gen-
eral application like native species wildlife? Ibtpnwhy not?
Are they going to stay on the introduced specisisfirever?
The main concern is with regard to wood bison ahdtveome
consider the obvious difference in population eategs with
regard to the general public and hunters and thmmabment of
Environment.

| think there was a solution presented: why dorgt put
these two species off the introduced list and enldlws of gen-
eral application list in order for Yukoners to ass¢he harvest-
ing privileges as they were a native population?

The Department of Environment has a huge
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Another question that | have been made aware wfitts
regard to the regional biologist in the Kluane oggil under-
stand that the position is vacant. | looked throtiggn budget
and there doesn’t seem to be any FTE cuts withrdetgathat.
So the regional biologist position is, as | undsmdf vacant. |
am just wondering if that was a cut. What prectpitathat va-
cancy in what | consider to be a very importantifpms? Hope-
fully, this wasn’t a resource management directaeyudget
cut or a centralization of the resources in Whitshol would
just like some clarification on those two questions

Hon. Mr. Dixon: I will respond quickly to the last
guestion raised. It is a personnel issue that I'tlmncomment-
ing on further. My understanding is that an induatiresigned
and that the position will be staffed as soon asside. Other
than that, the details are something | don't géb iwhen it
comes to personnel matters.

When it comes to the introduced species, | wouldtkat
there are no plans to move them out of their exgskegislative
classification. They are introduced species asnddfiby the
land claim agreement as a transplanted populaliorchange
that could potentially require revisiting the laoldims agree-
ments, which is something that we won't be consideimme-
diately. We do manage both those populations uttdsr ex-
isting management plans and, as it currently statids are
not considered subsistence species under theNrtgdn land
claims. Removing them from introduced species atidduc-
ing them as some other classification would reqthieeconsid-
eration of land claims, as well, so there are saimalenges
associated with that.

| would say that there are no plans currently tooee bi-
son or elk from the introduced species legislatod transfer
them to another type of legislation.

Mr. Elias:
cause when Yukoners come to me to ask the Envirohmin-
ister a question, it's good to hear some answers.

Now, just over to special management areas withentér-
ritory and the management plans that encompass themn
believe we have — | lost count. The basic quesisowith re-
gard to the special management areas under thelaina Are
there any special management areas being negoiiatéte
territory? If so, is there a timeline for them te Bnnounced,
and where in the territory are they?

Hon. Mr. Dixon: All of the SMAs we have currently
are identified in the land claims. They're iderdiin each spe-
cific land claim. There are no active negotiatiamgoing for
others. However, additional protected areas camdéetified
through the regional land use planning processyassdone in
north Yukon.

Mr. Elias:
habitat protection areas or — well, | guess | wassume that.
I'll ask it. There are a number of habitat protectiareas
throughout the Yukon. | believe the last time lexkhis ques-
tion — and | believe the Member for Takhini-Kopéng also
mentioned this — was around Kusawa Lake and arabad
north Alaska Highway. I'm not sure what the desigrais
going to be within thé&orth Yukon Regional Land Use Pldn
understand that was still under negotiation as.\V@lithe same

I guess the same question holds true for

question for the habitat protection areas in thdtoey: Is the
minister aware of any imminent announcements vatiard to
new habitat protection areas in the territory ahdp, where?
What is the timeline for the implementation andgtegions to
be completed?

Hon. Mr. Dixon: | think the member is talking about
management plans for special management areasgy rn
special management areas themselves. The speciagea
ment areas themselves are identified in the laaienclWhen it
comes to management planning, there is some watkrgo-
ing with First Nations, as it is in terms of dewalny those
plans.

He asked specifically about the Kusawa management
planning, and I'll say that we are working with taéected
First Nations about what their role in park managetwill be.
Discussions are nearing completion regarding a gemant
committee that will help oversee the implementat@nthe
park management plan. Park planning for both Kusané
Agay Mene will be able to resume in the near futwken the
terms of reference are finalized. Similar commitaee already
established for Tombstone and Fishing Branch patisen it
comes to habitat protection areas, they are usuidégtified
through the land claim. However, we do have one,cakere
we identified one that is outside the land clainhich is the
Devil's Elbow and Big Island, developed in collabtion with
the Na Cho Nyak Dun First Nation.

Mr. Elias: I'll start with a species-specific question
here, and it regards the caribou population withim territory.
The last time | believe we had this discussiontgheas some
ongoing management with the Chisana caribou heddaalot
of work has to be done. | believe they're on thecggl concern
list as well, if my memory serves me correctly. Ghe minis-

| thank the minister for his response, be-ter give a brief update on the status of populaéstimates? |

believe there are 17 caribou herds throughoutetrédry — if
they're stable; if they're in decline; if they'rendhe increase.
What is the status of the caribou herds that we ltlaat use the
Yukon as their range, especially the Chisana heuod@erstand
that over the years there have been some prettyfisamnt
management actions to help protect that herd, sat vghthe
update on our caribou populations in the territory?

Hon. Mr. Dixon: With regard to the specific herds, |
don't have the specific numbers on the Chisana hsetf, but
| can report to the member that we understand dpelption to
be stable. As he knows very well, the Porcupinéboar herd
has surprised many with the number we saw as & i&stne
aerial survey. If he would like more detailed réparn popula-
tion in terms of specifics, | don’t have those htyéay, but |
could certainly get back to him with the details.
Mr. Elias: Hence the need for the state of the envi-
ronment report. It would be good to have those «ioflnum-
bers to see whether or not the charismatic megaptiat we
have throughout the territory is in good shape +nezessar-
ily just around high interest areas for resourceaexion. | ha-
ven't seen those numbers for a long, long timewduld be
important for Yukoners to understand the statdefspecies.

The next topic is about our northern Arctic Oceaastline
and our responsibilities in north Yukon at tidewatsur part-
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nerships with the Inuvialuit and some Arctic offshil issues
and the participation of the minister's departmértiere has
been on the Alaskan side some wording of some deard
there has been some work last year that the Natiomergy
Board was doing with regard to offshore drillind ofir coast.
At present, | believe British Petroleum and Condubips and
— | think it might be Exxon — but | could stand oected on
that — have already been awarded offshore drilliegses
close to our tidewaters.

There is a saying emanating from that: If we drillthe
Arctic, we spill in the Arctic. Does the ministeave any level
of participation in a working group, or is partiaipng in the
National Energy Board discussions with regard tordmation
of those leases, and the potential of spills ardissues with
our marine ecosystems, not to mention Herschehdsla- a
national park up there — and north of the Porcuging Bell
issues as well.

I have not heard any updates about the spill-resp@a-
pabilities of our territory or if we are going te Iparticipating
at all. This could largely be a federal issue, Istill think that
we have a role to play in representing our citigemere in the
territory. There is a whole slew of questions arbthis — the
socio-economic impacts, the increase of tankensategoing
to be entering our shallow waters.

| got a call this spring asking if we have any @sgbility
of protecting the beluga whale shallows where tieg birth
on the Yukon’s north coast and if we have any glicison over
the protection of the calving grounds of the beludpale popu-
lations. They're just right offshore and | don’tdw how far or
if we do have jurisdiction into the Arctic Ocean.

The last time | got up — is that we do, becausehaee
Herschel Island out there, but I'm not exactly siBe maybe
the minister could provide some clarification oratthHope-
fully, the minister is involved in a dialogue witbttawa with
regard to what happens off our Arctic north shdirelso has
sovereignty-related issues as well. It's basicabiput the input
that the department has had with regard to theifspéssue
about offshore oil and gas exploration and devekgnoff our
territory’s northern tidewater.

Chair:
like a short break?

All Hon. Members: Agreed.

Chair: Committee of the Whole will recess for 10
minutes.

Recess

Chair: Order. Committee of the Whole will now come

to order. Mr. Dixon has the floor.

Hon. Mr. Dixon: We were discussing the Yukon's
role in the offshore — both in terms of populatiand spill
response. I'll start with the emergency preparesireesl spill
response. Officials in the Department of Energynédi and
Resources in the Oil and Gas branch represent igongrt in
discussions with the federal government on the Idpweent of
those procedures. Of course, the regulation of tiatourse, is
a federal area, both in terms of the regulatorjitglio manage

Before the member speaks, would the members

oil and gas on the offshore as well as marine sgegopula-
tions. The member opposite mentioned beluga whales.
Minister of Highways and Public Works has a belugzale,
for illustrative purposes, on his tie, which isen&nt, | think.

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

Hon. Mr. Dixon: | stand corrected — a humpback.
There is some role for the Yukon government, thougtthe
environmental screening process, as a result ofriréaluit
Final AgreementSo there is some role there, but primarily the
responsibility is a federal one. | would also adtattour
neighbours to the west, the Alaskans, have a nupiteeas of
expertise when it comes to offshore oil and gasluifing
emergency preparedness and spill response.

| had a chance to learn a little bit about thabtigh the
PNWER forum, which does consider the topic of sgtiponse
of oil and gas under the auspices of Economic @veent. |
had a chance to receive an update from — | caniereber the
gentleman’s name or title, but he was with the €@asgrd in
Alaska and was in charge of developing their pracesl for
spill response in the event that a spill would eaffshore. So
there is some sharing of knowledge between Alaskd a
Yukon, and there is a voice for Yukon in the fetlenanage-
ment of those waters.

The marine protected animals are also under fegaiat
diction, so we don’t have a management role wits¢hpopu-
lations. | think that covers the ground, in ternishe questions
raised by the member opposite.

Mr. Elias: | believe my next question has been ad-
dressed on the floor of the House today. Theradsheer angle
I would like to ask the minister about. It's abdle audit last
year — | believe it was maybe late 2010 — with relg@ the
report on the Yukon government's performance urdeiEn-
vironment Act There was some pretty detailed language in
report. The report said that, “there remained wives defi-
ciencies that detracted from the principles of cedficy and
fairness”. There is another quote saying, “withirnoéerable
standard of efficiency, accuracy, consistency aothplete-
ness”. That's basically with the environmental mwspbilities
in theEnvironment Act
It laid out a bunch of recommendations with regerca
number of areas: the state of the environment tetia chang-
ing of the actual legislation; policy review; EngrdMines and
Resources formalizing a risk-based approach; mongoand
issuing of permits; demonstrating that conservatgopart of
the purchasing policies; and the list goes on and’'m sorry,
again, if I'm making the minister be repetitive éebut could
he give an update to the House with regard to hiswdépart-
ment is responding to the 2010 audit? | haven'tdhea update
in some time with regard to where he’s at with.this

Hon. Mr. Dixon: I would say, in terms of the progress
that has been made since that, a number of chargkpro-
gress have been made on the recommendations. tl tpoihe
budgetary practices around environmental liabditi¢'s some-
thing that we addressed and continue to addresg gorward
in terms of how we budget those liabilities bothtle stage
before they've been assessed and after they've assessed.
Using some finance terms, ensuring we book thélitialap-

the
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propriately was something that was raised. Thatimething
we’ve addressed since then, as a result. Therevisote suite
of issues on which we've made progress as a rel&ultnot
sure of the specifics on which ones the member sifggs in-
terested in. But one of the things that has begeudsed in this
House today already and has been discussed priviss®me
of the legislative issues with the current act. Séhevould be
issues we would consider in a review of the acictwive have
discussed at length today.

Mr. Elias:
representing the Government of Yukon the formerisar of
Environment. The late John Edzerza signed the jeiier of
understanding on the Peel watershed regional laaglanning
process.

In that agreement, there were a lot of commitmeins
were to be followed by the parties in good faitth.general, |
would just like to know how the Minister of Envinoent is
participating in good faith and fulfilling the respsibilities and
commitments made under the joint letter of undediteg on
the Peel watershed regional land use planning psocan he
give Yukoners an update on how he is fulfilling sboobjec-
tives and principles and fulfilling the time framébe plan re-
view, consultation, and final approval? If the mster can
elaborate on how he is assisting and finding arealdo pro-
tect the Peel region, I'm sure Yukoners would bkgatened
to hear from their Environment minister on thata@fie ques-
tion.

Hon. Mr. Dixon: With regard to the LOU referenced
by the member opposite, there were a number ofitiseeand
milestone dates set out in that agreement, or an letter of
understanding, and First Nations themselves hakaoad-
edged they won’t be able to meet those dates asudt iof the
general election that occurred where all membetkisfHouse
were elected. As a result, when it comes to therdenation of
timing for consultation — and the Minister of Engrdvines
and Resources, Mines and Resources would be alalesteer
that, | am sure, in the departmental debate — ki know
from listening to him in the House that he will leato engage
with the senior liaison committee to determinetitreelines for
consultation and next steps. So any further questidout the
process of the regional land use planning or trexifip Peel
Watershed Regional Land Use Plawill defer to the Minister
of Energy, Mines and Resources.

In terms of the department throughout the procestass
the Department of Environment has been very invbivepro-
viding information and data to the commission ahdrig it
amongst other departments in government. As alingfcol-
leagues | am sure will agree, we look forward tepteting a
land use plan for the Peel region and, hopefulymleting
that process as soon as possible. The end resuiipurse,
should be one that protects the environment anpeots all
sectors of the economy.

Mr. Elias:
of Energy, Mines and Resources to be called for Gittee of
the Whole to get into greater detail.

| don’'t have many more questions until we get ilme-
by-line, Madam Chair. | just have a couple of sfieadnes

I guess I'll have to wait for the Department

about Dall sheep and the new rules that have b&tablshed. |
believe there have been some hunting rule chamgestithern
Yukon with regard to some Dall sheep — it mightrnsar the
Ibex Mountain area. Maybe the minister can enlighte, be-
cause | have lost my notes. | want to know why ¢hedes
changed. Were there recommendations from the YHish
and Wildlife Management Board? Were they recommtonis
from local renewable resource councils? How didrttieister
come to these decisions about rezoning? Was itugecaf ad-

It was signed on January 20, 2011. It has aslitional access? What were the reasons behind thister's

decision to actually change the hunting rules wéjard to —
it looks like it was in the Kusawa area. I'm loogirat my
scribbles here — if the minister can elaborate ow he came
about making these decisions for new hunting @giris with
regard to Dall sheep in the area.

Hon. Mr. Dixon: | believe | have the information the
member is looking for. In the subzones between Eadte and
Kusawa, we introduced a permit hunt and that wagelsult of
reduced populations of sheep in that area. So we meving
to restrict the harvest level to manage that pdfmria

Those recommendations came from departmental staff,

based on the scientific data available to them.

Mr. Elias: Okay. | was hoping | was right in my as-
sumption that it was those sheep populations. kleastually
flown with a number of pilots over that area fomso years
now. Even the airline float plane pilots have shana the dis-
placement of those sheep populations. They havalictome
and gone. We're talking about hundreds of sheep thet used
to exist on the southwest of Fish Lake, but ardonger there
in that number. But they do come back periodicapparently.
So I'm just wondering if that was the population were talk-
ing about. There is a lot of new access to thosesipopula-
tions over the years that does make a difference.

I guess my final question is about chronic wastirgpase
in the territory and the risk it poses to our wifigll That will be
my last question for today in general debate. mkhive have
exhausted a lot of time over the last couple okday

It would be interesting to go into line-by-line kerAgain,
I want to thank each and every employee with thpabtenent
of Environment for the good work that they do. teuarage the
minister to heed opposition members’ recommendatiorhis
new responsibilities as Environment minister. tfan help the
minister in any way to achieve his departmentalggdavould
be more than willing. | look forward to going intioe-by-line,
and | appreciate the debate today with the MinisteEnvi-
ronment. | think that’s all | have today, Madam €ha&hank
you.

Hon. Mr. Dixon: I'll respond now to the member op-
posite’s question about chronic wasting disease.alt issue
that is a concern for many Yukoners. It has bedéedaby a
number of individuals and organizations with meobef in-
cluding the Yukon Fish and Game Association.

Chronic wasting disease is spreading uncheckedenvber
it occurs in the wild and other areas of Canadas & progres-
sive, degenerative, fatal disease with no cureffécts white-
tail deer, mule deer, elk, moose and potentialljbca. Only
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specific parts of the animal are at high risk figedse trans-
mission, and edible meat and trophy portions areffécted.

through their own funds, they do their own respectprint
advertising, including the development of brochuesxl hunt-

The Yukon Fish and Wildlife Management Board recom-ing and angling brochures. The Department of Emwirent

mended that government amend the regulation toiceshe
import or possession of cervid parts. To implentaetboard’s
recommendation, Environment Yukon is conductingthier
consultation as a part of the government’s leghbations. We
are working with our First Nation counterparts tetetmine
how best to do this. In fact, | believe acting oegbty Chief
Danny Cresswell is in my office right now waitingrfme to
conclude to discuss this very matter.

So, working with the First Nations on this issuer the
member opposite — it's a very important issue, saidl.

Also, this is an issue where having a strong chetéri-
nary officer and a well-supported chief veterinafficer —
which is a program that the government initiate@®99 under
the comprehensive animal health program — beconeeg v
important. So it's good to have that expert adwésomeone
like a chief veterinary officer to provide that anfmation. As |
said, we're currently conducting some consultatianth the
First Nation to decide how to reduce the risk dfdducing
CWD to Yukon. | think that's about it.

Chair:
ing to move into line-by-line examination in the @2etment of
Environment, Vote 52, starting on page 10-7.

On General Management

On Operation and Maintenance Expenditures

On Deputy Minister's Office

Deputy Minister’s Office in the amount of $424,G@Peed
to

General Management Total Expenditures in the amount
of $424,000 agreed to

On Corporate Services

On Operation and Maintenance Expenditures

On Assistant Deputy Minister’s Office

Is there any further general debate? We're go-

puts out a number of different brochures for pulsbmsump-
tion.

Ms. White:
tory?

Hon. Mr. Dixon: Yes.

Communications in the amount of $294,000 agreed to

On Financial Services

Financial Services in the amount of $444,000 agteed

On Information Management and Technology

Information Management and Technology in the amo#int
$1,103,000 agreed to

On Client Services

Client Services in the amount of $1,086,000 agteed

On Policy and Planning

Policy and Planning in the amount of $1,051,000eagr

Are those printed or designed in the terri-

to

On Claims Implementation and Aboriginal Affairs

Claims Implementation and Aboriginal Affairs in the
amount of $361,000 agreed to
On Inuvialuit Final Agreement (IFA)
Inuvialuit Final Agreement (IFA) in the amount of
$1,017,000 agreed to

On Human Resources

Human Resources in the amount of $413,000 agreed to

On Climate Change Secretariat

Mr. Elias: It seems there has been a pretty substantial
decrease in this line item under Climate Changeebatat.
Can the minister provide some explanation for tinie item,
please?

Hon. Mr. Dixon: The decrease is due to the comple-
tion of the Northern Climate ExChange communityeton
project and a slight offset as a result of persbrador man-

Assistant Deputy Minister's Office in the amount ofagers’ salary increases — collective agreemenieasgs and

$875,000 agreed to

On Communications

Mr. Elias:
please?

Hon. Mr. Dixon:
munication of the department’'s programs and a&wito the
general public and relevant stakeholders. The simaiease is
a result of the collective agreement and long-telisability
benefit cost increases.

Mr. Elias:
not any of these communications had to do withRbel River
watershed?

Hon. Mr. Dixon: The primary delivery of issues
around land use planning are done through the Dapat of
Energy, Mines and Resources. These dollars areuioicom-
munications staff and the website, which the menupgosite
is all too familiar with.

Ms. White:
there any part that is print advertising?

Hon. Mr. Dixon:
print advertising, but individual branches do thewn —

Can | get a breakdown of this line item,

These dollars provide for the com-

long-term disability benefits. The northern strgtegmmunity
adaptation planning project had some federal dullabvi-
ously, from the northern strategy, which explainis tecrease.
Those three projects that were done under thatrpmogvere
the Dawson adaptation project, the Whitehorse adiapt pro-
ject and the Mayo adaptation project, which jusapped up at
the end of March. The final report and other docotmi@ssoci-
ated with these projects have been completed andaw be-
ing printed. A limited amount of information is aksble on-

Can the minister comment on whether orline currently.

Mr. Elias: Is the report going to be tabled in the House
before the end of the sitting? Can we expect talsedevel of
detail that was mentioned in the northern strategjects in
those three communities before the end of thengftti

Hon. Mr. Dixon: Well, for the Dawson adaptation
project and the Whitehorse adaptation project,alare avail-
able on-line. They are still processing the May@amdtion

Under the said communications budget, isproject, | believe, so it is not entirely availablet. So

www.taiga.net/nce/adaptations/Whitehorse.himlthe White-

There would be a small amount for horse one, and I'm sure from there one can lintheoDawson

one as well, but they are available publicly.
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Climate Change Secretariat in the amount of $64®,00 another system — with an acronym | won'’t read —hwitew

agreed to

Corporate Services Operation and Maintenance Expendi-
turesin the amount of $7,293,000 agreed to

On Capital Expenditures

On Information Systems, Equipment and Furniture —

Yukon Environment Information System

Ms. White:
number?

Hon. Mr. Dixon:
systems development, expenditures and supporteofrtikon
environment information system, YEIS, a managetégrated
system for organizing and distributing the departtisedata
and information. Planned expenditures of $155,002012-13
will be used for ongoing development of systemsgliaptions,
and related activities based on departmental pigerilt is es-
timated this project will create an additional 38&rgpn-weeks
of private sector consulting and contracting work.

systems and move all other data and scripts frangthvern-
ment mainframe computer to PCSAS. It is estimabed this
project will create additional 20 person-weeks W¥ate sector
consulting and contracting.

Information Systems, Equipment and Furniture —rinfo
mation Technology Equipment and Systems in the @inafu

Can | please get a breakdown of that$203,000 agreed to

On Information Systems, Equipment and Furniture p— O

The ongoing project provides for erational Equipment
Can the minister provide a breakdown for

Mr. Elias:
this line item, please?

Hon. Mr. Dixon: This ongoing capital project pro-
vides for the purchase of new and replacement Gpeed
equipment, as required, as replacement of existepartmen-
tal equipment is required at the end of its uskfie] and acqui-
sition of additional equipment is required to megpanding
needs and program delivery requirements. This kudde

Information Systems, Equipment and Furniture — Wuko$300,000 will be used to purchase and replace ewrip as

Environment Information System in the amount of5§1@
agreed to

required, based on a detailed, five-year departahexuipment
plan. Around $121,000 will be spent on new equiptreerd

On Information Systems, Equipment and Furnituren— | $179,000 to replace older, worn out or obsoletépgent.

formation Technology Equipment and Systems

Ms. White:
ber?

Hon. Mr. Dixon:
workstations; $39,000 is for network infrastructu$4.00,000
for environmental licensing, administration and rbaning
systems. For those specifically — the computer wsi@tions
— this ongoing capital project provides for the ghase of
standard hardware and software to replace or upgrachputer
equipment that is no longer adequate to meet pnogeguire-
ments and to provide computer hardware and softieareew
programs.

Can | also get a breakdown on that num-

Mr. Elias: What is the equipment being replaced?
Hon. Mr. Dixon: Any of the equipment used by staff
includes boats, four-wheelers, trailers — | dord/é the spe-

Okay. $64,000 is for computer cific details of this particular one, but typicailshen a piece of

equipment becomes unsafe to use, we replace liteinnterest
of safety for our staff.

Ms. White: Is that equipment purchased locally?

Hon. Mr. Dixon: Whatever is available locally is pur-
chased locally.

Information Systems, Equipment and Furniture — @per
tional Equipment in the amount of $300,000 agreed t

On Lands and Facilities — Capital Maintenance ang U

Planned expenditures in 2012-13 include $32,000 fogrades

workstation replacement; $17,000 for laptops/novébae-
placement; $6,000 for monitor replacement and 9,68
other related hardware.

In the network infrastructure column, this suppdhis de-
partment computer network, including certain hanchwae-
quired for connectivity with YG’s corporate netwoakchitec-

Lands and Facilities — Capital Maintenance and Up-

grades in the amount of $202,000 agreed to

On Lands and Facilities — Watson Lake Conservabén
fice

Mr. Elias: Is this line item referring to the new con-
servation office building that's deemed — | forgbe word

ture managed by the Department of Highways and i®ubltoday — that the honourable minister used — derdiitapi-

Works, Information and Communications Technologxsion.

Planned expenditures in 2012-13 include enhancentent
departmental printing and network capabilities;laemg one
large format colour printer used for resource magpipur-
chase of a backup tape drive to support the |laegees pur-
chased in 2011-12; and the addition of hard drived other
hardware components.

In the final piece | mentioned, the environmengefising
administration monitoring system — this project \pdes for
expenditures to develop the environmental licensadgnini-
stration and monitoring system to replace severastiag
mainframe-based licensed harvest, revenue and oemfient
systems and better integrate various smaller systesed to
administer other licence types. The 2012-13 projeedlves
working with ICT and consultants to replace the RR@nd

dated, time-to-tear-it down. Is this what this litem is talking
about?

Hon. Mr. Dixon: Yes, the purpose of this project is to
demolish the existing conservation officer servidrsiding
and the current fish and wildlife management tradad re-
place them with a new structure that integratesseoration
officer services and fish and wildlife into one loling.

The current structures are in very poor conditiae do
age and deferred maintenance and do not providquatke
space or facilities for the number of employees wboupy the
space. Planning and design of the new facilitysisneated at
$137,000. It will be completed in the 2012-13 fisgear with
the construction phase slated for completion du26d3-14
fiscal year.
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Successful completion of this project will ensurgage and
healthy work environment for existing Watson Lakeffs It
will facilitate efficient and effective managemeot district
operations. It will help to provide improved sewit the pub-
lic and will help retain professional staff.

Lands and Facilities — Watson Lake Conservationc®ff
in the amount of $137,000 agreed to

On Lands and Facilities — Carmacks District Offieedi-
tion

Lands and Facilities — Carmacks District Office Auuh
in the amount of $32,000 agreed to

On Lands and Facilities — Prior Years’ Projects

fer payments for a three-year agreement with P@essada for
Porcupine caribou satellite monitoring.

These increases are also offset by a reductiorb6f0$0
for the completion of the placer mining fish habgtudy.

Fish and Wildlife in the amount of $7,248,000 agr&®

On Parks

Ms. White: Can | get the number of personnel — full-
time equivalents, as well as contract?

Hon. Mr. Dixon: With all of these, I'll have to get
back to the member opposite with FTE breakdowns.

Ms. White: | look forward to getting those numbers
during the general debate of the budget. The Presaie that

Lands and Facilities — Prior Years' Projects in the his ministers would have all those answers, sok forward to

amount of nil cleared

On Claims Implementation and Aboriginal Affairs —+oP
Years' Projects

Claims Implementation and Aboriginal Affairs — Rrio
Years’ Projects in the amount of nil cleared

Corporate Services Capital Expenditures in the amount
of $1,029,000 agreed to

Corporate Services Total Expenditures in the amount of
$8,322,000 agreed to

On Environmental Sustainability

On Operation and Maintenance Expenditures

On Assistant Deputy Minister’s Office

Ms. White:
personnel in the office, please?

Hon. Mr. Dixon: This provides for the office of the
ADM, so that includes all Animal Health, Fish andldfife,
Parks, Conservation Officer Services, Water Ressurand
Environmental Programs. As for the number of FTEghe
department, | believe it’s four staff.

Assistant Deputy Minister’s Office in the amount of

$450,000 agreed to

On Animal Health

Ms. White:
sonnel within that department?

Hon. Mr. Dixon: It's three total.

Animal Health in the amount of $453,000 agreed to

On Fish and Wildlife

Ms. White:
that department, please?

Hon. Mr. Dixon:
opposite with that number.

Mr. Elias:
in the line item of Fish and Wildlife, please?

Hon. Mr. Dixon:
of Yukon'’s fish and wildlife population and resoarmanage-
ment inventories and is comprised of the direcesaspecies
management, fisheries management, regional andstasec-
tion, habitat and planning section, biodiversityldiife view-
ing and NatureServe Yukon section. You will seeirammease
here due to manager's salary and collective agreerire
creases, long-term disability benefits increases] tost in-
creases and increased funding for the new cumelaffects
assessment project, which we have discussed dahléege too,
which totals $154,000. There has also been anasert trans-

I'll have to get back to the member

Can | get a breakdown of this expenditure

them. Thank you.

Hon. Mr. Dixon: Having the individual branch
breakdowns isn't a priority for budget debate. Tgtly, we
discuss the budget and the programming therein.

Parks in the amount of $3,814,000 agreed to

On Environmental Programs

Mr. Elias: Can | get a breakdown from the minister on
this line item, please?

Hon. Mr. Dixon: This provides for the management
protection of Yukon’s environment through the diozate’s
standards, approvals, monitoring and compliancel amvi-
ronmental affairs section. An increase of $53,080due to

Can | have a breakdown on the number oimanager salary increases, collective agreemeneases, and

long-term disability benefits increases.
Environmental Programs in the amount of $1,944,000

agreed to

On Water Resources

Ms. White: Can | please get a breakdown on this line
item?

Hon. Mr. Dixon: The Water Resources branch pro-
vides for management of the territory’s water reses in ac-
cordance with government policy and objectives ugto the

Can | please also have the number of perdirectorate: hydrology, water inspections and wajeslity

unit. We will see and increase for manager saleojlective

agreement, long-term disability benefit and costeéases. Ad-
ditional funding was provided to offset rising fuebsts and
some amounts were provided to meet program supgert

Can | also get the personnel number inquirements for snow surveys and flood forecasting.

Water Resources in the amount of $2,205,000 ageed

On Conservation Officer Services

Mr. Elias: Can | get a breakdown, please?

Hon. Mr. Dixon: This amount covers conservation
officer services. So it provides for conservatidficer services

This provides for the management throughout the territory, management and developnan

compliance programs and enforcement legislationdatidery
of public education and youth conservation programs

Mr. Elias: Can the minister elaborate on how many
conservation officers we have in the territory?

Hon. Mr. Dixon: There are 14.

Conservation Officer Services in the amount of $4,000
agreed to

Total Operation and Maintenance Expenditures in the
amount of $20,292,000 agreed to

On Capital Expenditures
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On Fish and Wildlife Management — White Gold Baseli
Study — Equipment

Ms. White:
what the $60,000 is used for, please?

Hon. Mr. Dixon: | did explain this in my opening
comments, but the purpose of this budget is to lase new
equipment to install robust water-quality/quantiitations in
two important receiving water streams in the Wiield dis-
trict to complement cumulative effects watersheseasments
work in this highly active region. Thistle CreekdaBcroggie
Creek — | believe — are the two creeks. Currertily depart-
ment has no available equipment to monitor thisvidgtand
plans to purchase the required equipment at thenhieg of
the fiscal year. By having the equipment and statio place, a
better understanding of existing industrial impaots water-
ways in the mining exploration area will be gained.

Hon. Mr. Dixon: Let’s see if | can find my list of con-
taminated sites. The site assessment and remediatib is

Can | please get a more — can | knowresponsible for the investigation, assessment, detien and

administration of YG contaminated sites, includithg Mar-
well tar pit. Activities of the SARU branch includeterde-
partmental coordination, project and site manageraed pro-
curement. The 2012-13 budget includes $310,00thfee full-
time staff; $400,000 for assessment contracts, thighremain-
ing $112,000 for travel communications and otheppsut
costs.

As | have explained at great length, there arerabau of
sites throughout the Yukon that are on our bookscetami-
nated sites, and we process those and attemptniediate
them and reduce our government’s liability. Thejgets that
are provided for this budget year are the Klond#eer high-
way maintenance camp, the former Dawson highway,yar

Fish and Wildlife Management — White Gold BaselineHaines Junction environment compound, the Del Vandér

Study — Equipment in the amount of $60,000 agi®ed

On Parks — Five Fingers Rapids Recreational Site

Ms. Hanson:
$93,000 represent the cost increase, in termstiohags over
what was forecast in 2011-12, and is this a one-finoject?

Hon. Mr. Dixon:
comments, this is a one-time project to replace dkisting
stairways and viewing decks located at the Fivg&is Rapids
recreational site. Phase 1 of this capital proyezs completed
last year, as the member noted, and this yearephas ongo-
ing. An engineering consultant performed an assessof the
facilities, and the existing structures have beeeanted unsafe
for public use. The stairway and landings were tooged 25
years ago and have had minimal maintenance. A numbe
repairs and upgrades need to be done in order & mé-
standing code issues. These repairs will be donsoas as
reasonably possible before tourist traffic begiBsiccessful
completion of this project will ensure a safe eomiment for
visiting tourists and the general public.

Could | get a clarification? Does this

School in Faro and, of course, the Marwell tar aét,a part of
the work done under the agreement with Canada.

Ms. Moorcroft: The estimate for 2011-12 was
$1,987,000 for the remediation expenditure. Indherent year
budget, that is considerably reduced. $785,00@tisnated for

Once again, as | said in my opening the current year. Can the minister explain why thduction is

estimated?

Hon. Mr. Dixon: | believe that the significant expen-
diture in the previous year was a result of theknming done
on the Klondike Highway maintenance camp. That av&sn-
taminated site that was quite contaminated andechdarned
out to be even more contaminated than we had thoUde
spill had, in its shape in the ground, moved a ictamable dis-
tance more than we had anticipated, so there v&gn#icant
cost allocated in that year to work on that sitee Tontinuation
of that project is ongoing this year, with an adial $420,000
for the Klondike Highway maintenance camp. It ig dope
that at the conclusion of this season, that siteb&i stable and
we will be able to move on to all the other siteattwe have to

Parks — Five Fingers Rapids Recreational Site ia th deal with.

amount of $93,000 agreed to

On Parks — Prior Years’ Projects

Parks — Prior Year’s Projects in the amount ofaddared

Environmental Sustainability Capital Expendituresin the
amount of $153,000 agreed to

Environmental Sustainability Total Expenditures in the
amount of $20,445,000 agreed to

Ms. Hanson: Madam Chair, | would just like to place
on the record that we will get a confirmation oé thumbers
requested from the minister with respect to persbnn

Chair:
member has further questions of the minister, Mangeén,
when it's time for general debate, you can put ¢hggestions
to the minister.

On Environmental Liabilities and Remediation

Chair: Is there any general debate?

On Operation and Maintenance Expenditures

On Remediation Expenditures

Mr. Tredger: Could | get a breakdown of that?

Remediation Expenditures in the amount of $785,000
agreed to

On Site Assessment and Remediation

Mr. Elias: Can the Minister of Environment explain to
the House why his department is taking the leaceamediation
of sites that should be in the Department of Higysvand Pub-
lic Works? It seems to be highway camps in areasdale be-
ing remediated. If one department is actually ddimg con-
tamination, why on our green earth would it be Hreviron-
ment minister taking the lead on this? Wouldn'bé the re-

| believe that is already on the record. If thesponsibility of the Minister of Highways and Publ¢orks to

actually take the lead on this? Yet the expenditsiie the De-
partment of Environment, which could be used toadot of
other good things like develop an environment factpne?

Can the minister please elaborate on why his deygaut is
taking the lead on remediating the Highways andiPWdorks
areas within the Yukon?

Hon. Mr. Dixon: The Department of Environment
takes the responsibility for historic contaminasies. If a de-
partment, for instance Highways and Public Worksrento
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create a new contaminated site today, they wouldebponsi-
ble for the cleanup and payment of that. If Yukoouking

Corporation were to have an overflow of their fo@hk in

Dawson, for instance, they would be responsible tfuat

cleanup as well. These are historic sites that weamaged
previously. The past practices for highway campshie war
years and the years after that were not excellemtipes. They
involved spilling oil as a dust suppressant in kgl yards
and, as a result, the historic legacy is contarathaites which
the Department of Environment manages corporatelgehalf
of the entire government.

Mr. Elias:
ter of Environment is responsible for the remediatof sites
that are how old — 50 years old, 60 years old?

Is there a cut-off time for the actual departmento its
own remediation of contaminated sites?

Hon. Mr. Dixon: Of course, this idea that the De-
partment of Environment would take the central ooage role
is something that came out of the Auditor Generat'som-
mendation to have a centralized approach to dealitiy his-
toric contaminated sites. | stand to be corrected, | think
2009 is the sort of unofficial date of when the AadGeneral
had its report. So the sites that were contaminbéédre 2009
the Department of Environment manages. Now, gobmgydrd,
any new contaminated sites that occur are the nsdmtity of
either given department — if it's government or gireponent
if i's a non-government organization.

Ms. Hanson: | was following along and getting the ra-
tionale for the Department of Environment, but refee was
made to the historic aspect of it, and then | labl® the ex-
planatory notes on page 10-15.

It just compounds, then, the confusion in his fee ear-
lier to some fact that might have occurred with Aunditor
General’s report. So | can see where in 2010-11t was —
maybe that was the historic figure fixed at $7.6liam, but
suddenly it jumps with the accrued liabilities. Gae minister
explain the difference for me? | am just tryinguoderstand
how it goes; if that was historic and suddenly veeé $5 mil-
lion or $6 million more?

Hon. Mr. Dixon:
relatively complicated matter of booking these emwvinental
liabilities. The reason it increases is that when do an as-
sessment of a site, at the first stage we don’tknbat — we
can take our best guess at what the cost is goihg to reme-
diate it. Once we do the first phase of assesswerk, we
determine a better characterization of the spilther contami-
nation, so we understand to a fuller extent howhritis going
to cost to remediate, ultimately. So, to give aamgle: if site
A we know is contaminated, we give our best guésiseaearly
stage as to what it is going to cost to clean up.tlién conduct
the phase-1 assessment in which there is someeegrtiund
work done in which we characterize the spill. Adttpoint, it is
very likely that the cost would go up once we ustird how
much work has to be done. In some cases, it conldayvn,
but that hasn’t been the case in my experiencarso f

Once we know the extent of the spill, we can beitsess
the value or the cost that it would take to rentedthat site.

So, let me make this clear here. The Minis-

| do appreciate the question. It is a

This process has been driven largely by the recamateons
of the Auditor General and has changed over thectasple of
years as a result of those recommendations provigethe
Auditor General.

Site Assessment and Remediation
$822,000 agreed to

Environmental Liabilities and Remediation Total Expen-
dituresin the amount of $1,607,000 agreed to

On Revenues

Revenues cleared

On Government Transfers

Government Transfers cleared

On Changes in Tangible Capital Assets and Amoitinat

Changes in Tangible Capital Assets and Amortization
cleared

On Restricted Fund Conservation

Mr. Elias: Pursuant to Standing Order 14(3), | request
unanimous consent of Committee of the Whole to dedim
lines in Vote 52, Department of Environment, clebaad car-
ried as required.

Chair: Mr. Elias, | don’t think you will find that is
necessary, as this is our last question, but thyaokfor your
kind consideration. Perhaps we can use your cigatim the
next one.

Restricted Fund Conservation cleared

Department of Environment agreed to

Chair: We’'re going to resume debate on Vote 3, De-
partment of Education. Committee of the Whole wéltess for
10 minutes.

Recess

Chair:
der.

Committee of the Whole will now come to or-

Department of Education —continued

Chair: We're going to resume general debate on Vote
3, Department of Education. Mr. Tredger has therflo

Mr. Tredger: Thank you, Madam Chair, and thank you
to the department officials for coming again at émel of their
day. | appreciate it and appreciate their answertheir help
with the minister.

I'd like to start by taking a look at violence ihet schools
and violence in the classrooms. Safe schools haga b prior-
ity for teachers and for this government for qustame time.
We've been hearing quite a bit about bullying otlee last
number of years. There have been a number of rgspda it. |
would just like to hear from the minister what ystwide
systems are in place? How are they being evaludieslthere
any specific plans for future endeavours? Are paremlocal
communities involved in the planning?

Hon. Mr. Kent: Before | answer the member’'s ques-
tion, I'd like to just take a brief moment to adslsea question
that came up earlier today with respect to Readegovery
and why 2012 is not an intake year.

in the amount of
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Reading Recovery training is on a two-year cycld trat
means the teachers are trained every second yearcarevery
year. This coming year is not an intake year, drad is why
there is no cohort plan for the upcoming year df20This has
always been the case, and this does not represgmrmge of
practice for this year. There was a cohort trainmg¢he fall of
2009 and 2011, and the next planned cohort wiktrethte train-
ing in the fall of 2013 and then 2015, et ceteraatTis in re-
sponse to a question raised by the Member for Matchun
during Question Period today.

With respect to bullying, I'll just draw memberdtention
to page 19 of the 2010-11 academic year annualtrégiaed
earlier in this sitting. It's with respect to thedith behaviour
study. | know | answered some questions from thenlkr for
Klondike last week on this issue. Again, the stibgt was
done in partnership with the Department of Healtd &ocial
Services and my department — the health behavioschool
age children survey was conducted by the Yukon &uref
Statistics, on behalf of Queen’s University and bmo gov-
ernment departments. One of the concerns identifiesi bully-
ing.

Bullying is a major area of concern for students/irkon
across age levels, grades and genders. Over 58npertstu-
dents report having been bullied in the past cooplmonths,
while lower rates of students being bullied onceveek or
more is still alarmingly high. It certainly seentsat bullying
prevention programs, especially the programs tacyé&t indi-
vidual groups and their likely experience of bullyj deserve
continued support by schools and communities.

Again, the results that we received from this trebkhav-
iour study will help guide health promotion prograimg and
curriculum development, selection and school poldgmbers
from both sides of the House are familiar with anber of
initiatives and tributes that we have heard onftber of this
Assembly regarding Be the Change and the day aleaifp
weeks ago where we wore the pink shirts — thosegypf
initiatives.

| really have to thank and commend the various slshfor
taking on those initiatives. | know that | attendeehumber of
events prior to Christmas at F.H. Collins and Ro@ieeek and
other schools where anti-bullying programs are ¢peiffiered at
the school level.

Mr. Tredger: Again, what | am looking for is specific
and targetable strategies — something that is mablsu

The minister mentioned Be the Change and the Gigdle
program, to which, by the way, | would like to sesctolades
to the people involved. From anecdotal informatibhas been
getting very positive reviews from teachers, paesmd sup-
port staff. Has there been any data collected grsystemic
way of evaluating the program in terms of its eifeness?
What is being done to support that program? Wisatel is that
it's being driven by very involved and committecaders,
staff and parents. | would ask what supports ardee to
make it more sustainable? It seems to be workingat®¥ mak-
ing it tick? If we can get some identifiable measuand get
them working, why or how can we get it working ither

schools and what would it take to replicate thaigpam in
other schools in the system?

Hon. Mr. Kent: With respect to Challenge day, the
program was developed in the United States anddesigned
with the goal of helping students increase theis@eal power
and self-esteem, to shift the peer pressure intitipe peer
support and to eliminate the acceptability of tegsiviolence
and all forms of oppression. The evaluation of {hratgram is
underway now. It was introduced into F.H. Collims 2005.
Since that time Porter Creek Secondary School hdwaxed
the program as well.

There have been some concerns registered by the
Collins School Council about the program. Againgaenpre-
hensive survey has been launched to gather infamé&om
students, parents and staff to ascertain the @estaoward the
program so decisions can be made as to the fufuiteeqro-
gram and how we may change it to better reflecttvtha
schools and councils and each school communityakyriook-
ing for — again, with an eye to expand this Chakenlay at
some point out to other schools beyond F. H. Cellind Porter
Creek.

Mr. Tredger: In June of 2007, the Yukon Teachers
Association commissioned a report callethw Safe are Our
Educators?n it, it was found that the majority of teacharsd
students had witnessed violent incidents from kttatth a
weapon, spitting, kicking, rudeness, and threatsviofence
toward staff. This led to increased stress, in@géasmotional
and physical stress. Some teachers were leaviirgpibstions.

It certainly was affecting — or is affecting — dasoms and
the teaching and learning environment. The repomfYTA
also indicated that there was severe under-regpftina num-
ber of reasons.

At that time, both the YTA and the department adrénat
documentation and reporting of incidents and fosinsuld be
developed, and then they could be responded teaarattion
plan developed, including ideas for safety resppfice im-
proved communication and the improved working aafkbty
conditions and, consequently, improved learningda@ns,
relating to workplace wellness.

Can the minister tell me if there is such a repgrtas a
first step? Are incidents being reported, and vibdieing done
with that?

Hon. Mr. Kent: The department has done some work
with the Yukon Teachers Association with respedhet, but |
have not personally had the opportunity to revieat teport. If
| could just beg the member’'s indulgence, | wilvbao get
back to him with specifics as to what has been dorkewhat
we look to do on a go-forward basis.

Mr. Tredger: Thank you to the minister opposite.
One of the results of that — other than affectimg learning —
is that the disability costs for the Yukon govermineontinue
to rise dramatically.

The costs are escalating. The increasing stres® laad
time away from classrooms is continuing to pile @an the
minister tell me if they are also working with YTajth prin-
cipals and other involved parties on specific plemsaddress
the rising disability costs?

F.H
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Hon. Mr. Kent: For all employees across the gov-
ernment — | believe the Public Service Commiss®looking
at those types of issues. So, again, | don’t meapass the
buck to my colleague, but | believe her departnoérthe Pub-
lic Service Commission has yet to be debated, sovivavel-
come questions for her regarding that at that time.

Mr. Tredger: A very small percentage of the children
in our schools are at risk and are being seen byrddferent
departments — by the Department of Health and $&=a
vices, by Justice, as well as by Education.

Is there a formal collaboration with other depantisen-
volved with at-risk students that would lead to enproductive
solutions to family and community problems, prolyaiblolv-
ing a principal and local officials?

Hon. Mr. Kent: We do have an advisory committee
that deals with special programs, which, | beliem& some of
the programs the member opposite is talking abGubss-
departmental cooperation occurs as well as codparah that
committee with other NGOs. Perhaps it's not realtyrisk
youth, but having spoken with the Minister of Haadnd So-
cial Services about a parents advisory committedl vaspect
to some of the learning disabilities and challengigsh as au-
tism and those types of issues, he has committbdlidve, to
initiating that as well. So again, there is worldarway at the
Department of Education through the special prograuvi-
sory committee and further work that has been cdtachio by
the Minister of Health and Social Services and me.

Mr. Tredger:
principals and local counsellors know how to ac¢hssmulti-
departmental committee.

Hon. Mr. Kent: With respect to attendance, | think,
again, I've said on the floor of the House that ttie responsi-
bility of many. It's the responsibility of the ergischool com-
munity, essentially, where it's not only the depeaht’s job to
build relevant and engaging curriculum, which Inthiwe're
doing through a number of the experiential learnamgl the
trades and technology, as well as the traditior@damic
stream and the dual credit programs — those typesita-
tives. But, again, we have to engage the paremtsvanhave to
engage the students. | know that there is an alwfubf talk
about this.

I have to thank the F.H. Collins School Council fwing-
ing this forward. Of course, it is something thatswof concern
to me and | have been working on it. They brougéigaificant
amount of publicity to the problem.

During Question Period some time ago, | was abkptak
to the attendance issues we have seen in schaoting from
a low, in 2010-11, of nine days missed in an urbaWhite-
horse-based elementary school, to a high of 64 aégsed in a
rural high school, and then everything in-betwdgs certainly
an issue. | have talked about resurrecting theesituddvisory
committee to assist with the types of incentivest tih would
take — whether it's bursaries or other incentivede-get stu-
dents to attend school, and engaging parents thrsabool
councils and looking for other means.

| have asked the department to identify an offitdatoor-
dinate all the information flow, and | expect tagbeto roll out

| would ask that the minister ensure thataction plans in time for the next school year.

Mr. Tredger: Yes, it is a multi-faceted problem;
hence the need for a comprehensive plan with dpdeifgets

At one point, counsellors were recommended for allnd goals. I'm glad to hear the progress that thisber is

schools and trained counsellors are often dealiity pretty

severe situations that some of our children haen Iseibjected
to, from violence, from neglect, from bullying. Tmang and

communication is critical, and | must commend tepattment
for working with sets and starting to establisht thiad provid-
ing a base for these people. | believe that colorsethould be
available for families of at-risk students and thaimilies for

school concerns such as absenteeism, bullyingnaimple-

menting psychologists’ recommendations for careet per-

sonal counselling, and to interact with local pargroups,

school councils and First Nation supports. Hasetlimen any
attempt to ensure that each school in our territosyld have a
trained counsellor?

Hon. Mr. Kent: When it comes to the staffing alloca-
tion that is handled through staffing allocationtla¢ depart-
ment level.

| would have to get back to the member oppositeoas
which schools actually have counsellors. | will thoough my
notes on staffing allocation and get back to thentver oppo-
site with respect to which schools have counsebord which
ones do not.

Mr. Tredger:
have known for quite some time. The minister opigobias
referred to preparing a comprehensive action plathat. My
guestion would be: When would we expect that?

making on that.

Early childhood support — in many communities, tag-
care is critical to language and literacy. It's@portunity for
Education to work with Health and Social Services ather
agencies that are currently providing early chiltthasupport
by integrating the daycares and the schools, oéyta terms
of personnel and support. One suggestion from dneny
communities is that it was an opportunity to hawérat Nation
language nest in the daycare. So there are manyrtojpjties
around that. We all recognize and know how critieatly
childhood practices are to literacy. So | would amrage the
minister to think about how schools and daycares szgpport
one another and ask that they come up with a cdmepsive
strategy around that to promote literacy in thettay.

Hon. Mr. Kent: Again, as I've said a number of
times, literacy is important to the departments Ithportant to
our government and it's important to me persondllinow
there are a number of initiatives — the Family tatey Centre,
the Yukon Imagination Library that provides a b@okonth to
children from birth to five years old. My niece part of that
program currently and I'm sure that will carry over my

Attendance has been an issue, as waephew once he reaches five years old. Some aahg inter-

vention initiatives — the member identified the pessibility
of Health and Social Services in this and the gastnip that |
depend on, working with the Health and Social Ssvide-
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partment, working together to promote that earlylidttood
development.

Yukon educators are working to identify childrem &arly
intervention using a number of strategies, inclgdsthool-
based screening and data collection for kindergaated grade
1; information sharing with the Child Developmener@re;
ongoing training for teachers in the areas of fdiveaassess-
ment and differentiated literacy instruction; araf, course,
utilizing the Reading Recovery methodology that amered
some attention here today.

Mr. Tredger:
for Learning program and | commend the departmedt the
minister for continuing to support that programanh wonder-
ing if there has been any thought to expand thagnam to
include nutritional activities, things like how ton a house-
hold, and making sample menu plans. How to cooklsread
stuff like that are more and more involved — likéu#er inte-
gration of the Food for Learning program which athg is do-
ing some very, very good things — but to expand #uathat
all schools are able to benefit from a nutritiopedgram. It is
an opportunity waiting and it would take a littlevélopment
between the department and Food for Learning, thadrtainly
could take advantage of an NGO and achieve sonuessic

Hon. Mr. Kent: | believe some of the schools,
through their school growth planning have alreadiiated
those types of programs. Again, | would echo thenber’s
comments on the importance of the Food for Learrpngr
gram. | know one of the proponents presented |&skyjust
prior to the start of the school councils’ springeting. Again,
one of the issues identified in the health behavsiudy was
eating patterns and that not all groups in Yukonasawell as
other groups.

Boys tend to make poorer food choices than girts ranal
students make poorer choices than urban studertige \he
rural-urban difference may be explicable through tbst and
availability of healthy foods, the gender differenis almost
assuredly affected by gender attitudes toward hedibod.
More than 25 percent of Yukon students say theyogbed
hungry because of lack of food, with the percerdagerticu-
larly high for boys in rural areas.

| would agree with the member opposite that we rneed
look at what is being done through the Food Forrhieg and
support those schools, through their school gropltmning,
that want to provide the type of programming that \has
speaking of in his question.

Mr. Tredger:
residence: How is it determined who gets prioritighwrural
students coming to town? Has it been full? Withréased pro-
gramming in town around specialty programs, skillsgrams,
and Wood Street programs, has any thought beem givex-
panding Gadzoosdaa?

| would be remiss if | didn’t congratulate the $tidr the
support that has been given to the many studeata fural
communities who live at the Gadzoosdaa residendmsl been
quite a success, and it is something we may waexpand.

Hon. Mr. Kent: Madam Chair, just to go quickly
back to the member’s previous question, Food farheg —

Many schools are served by the Food

| believe the former Minister of Health and Soc&ervices
expanded the budget during his time by $50,00®% 00, so
he more than doubled that budget under his watbhlnK you
and congratulations to him for recognizing thatchead mak-
ing those budgetary expansions.

With respect to the Gadzoosdaa residence, it isinoer-
standing that there is no wait-list for that resice right now.
The priority essentially goes more to those commesithat
don't offer grades 10, 11 and 12, such as Teslid,@ow and
Ross River.

Again, the CHAOS program, for instance, is somethin
that is attracting more and more students fromodubwn, but
we also talked last week about possibly giving stisl going
to Old Crow or Ross River the option of attendinghhschool
in Dawson City.

So, with those options, that's where our accomniodat
subsidy will come into place when it comes to pdivy ac-
commodations for those students.

Mr. Tredger: Another success story is the Teen Par-
ent Centre. Again, | must congratulate the stafbived there.
Have there been any evaluations of the programmmirtgrms
of measuring success and what is working? Is tleel mgow-
ing? Are there any plans for the future? Will theylooking at
a new facility when a new high school is built? Abere any
plans or thought of how to accommodate out-of-tatudents?
A number of students from rural communities mighaken
avail of that. Even if it was a visiting and shariof informa-
tion back and forth, it would be a real boon toldf@n who
have children in communities.

Hon. Mr. Kent: With respect to the Teen Parent Cen-
tre, 1, too, think it's a great program. | was atdego over for a
tour of that facility when | was touring F.H. Caifi prior to the
sitting starting.

Subsequent to that, | have arranged a meeting thith
board of directors which will be taking place thisek, Thurs-
day evening. | am sure there are a number of istsshey
would like to discuss and | look forward to thodecdssions
and, again, reporting back to the Legislature sthahkre be
any significant changes to what we are doing. Véenat plan-
ning on making any changes to the facility or te grogram-
ming right away. Again, | think it is a tremendoaisccess, the
type of work that is going on over there, and lcdonmend not
only the board of directors but the staff who woakshat facil-
ity.

Madam Chair, seeing the time, | move that we repost

Just a quick question on Gadzoosdaayress.

Chair: It has been moved by Mr. Kent that the Chair
report progress.
Motion agreed to

Hon. Mr. Cathers:
resume the Chair.

Chair: It has been moved by Mr. Cathers that the
Speaker do now resume the Chair.

Motion agreed to

I move that the Speaker do now

Speaker resumes the Chair
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Speaker: | will call the House to order.
May the House have a report from the Chair of Cotteai
of the Whole?

Chair’s report

Ms. McLeod: Mr. Speaker, Committee of the Whole
has considered Bill No. 6, entitleldirst Appropriation Act,
2012-13 and directed me to report progress.

Speaker: You have heard the report of the Chair of
Committee of the Whole. Are you agreed?

Some Hon. Members:  Agreed.

Speaker: | declare the report carried.

Hon. Mr. Cathers: Mr. Speaker, | move that the
House do now adjourn.

Speaker: It has been moved by the Government House
Leader that the House do now adjourn.

Motion agreed to

Speaker:  This House stands adjourned until 1:00 p.m.
tomorrow.

The House adjourned at 5:25 p.m.



