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Yukon Legislative Assembly
Whitehorse, Yukon
Wednesday, April 25, 2012 — 1:00 p.m.

Speaker: I will now call the House to order. We will
proceed at this time with prayers.

Prayers
Speaker:  We will proceed at this time with the Order

Paper.
Tributes.

TRIBUTES
In remembrance of Bertram Arthur Deer

Hon. Mr. Kent: Mr. Speaker, | rise today on behalf of
all members of this House to pay tribute to BertrAnthur
Deer, more commonly known as “Art”.

Art was born on July 17, 1928, in Edmonton to Faed
Bessie Deer, and he passed away peacefully on 2pri2012,
at Whitehorse General Hospital.

Art is survived by Faye, his wife of 55 years, diodir
children: Barbara, Catherine, Peter and Christgpaed four
grandchildren: Jeffrey, Tyler, Anders and Patrick.

Working briefly for theOttawa Citizen newspaper where
is father was a typesetter, Art opted for a caneehe RCMP
undertaking training at Regina and Rockcliffe. IHariediately
volunteered for northern service, and after shaistipgs at
Winnipeg and Brandon, he stepped off a militarysgort air-
craft in Whitehorse on June 10, 1949. He was pdstétthite-
horse, Haines Junction and Watson Lake where heedasut
the highway patrol duties during the early yearshef Alaska
Highway from 1949 to 1953. He made many friendsnfi&at-
son Lake to Beaver Creek.

Art then took an opportunity to go to the eastemctié
with a posting to Frobisher Bay from 1953 to 1956eve he
was fortunate to experience and photograph an diaee but
vanishing way of early Inuit life.

In 1956, following a three-year engagement, Art &age
were married in Edmonton and began their life thgetiuring
postings to Yorkton and Ottawa in the forensic tdfEmation
services. Missing the north, Art reapplied for herh service
and received postings to Baker Lake from 1960 t&319
Whitehorse from 1964 to 1966, and Inuvik from 1966.969.
Art returned to Whitehorse in the fall of 1969 #affssergeant
of the Whitehorse detachment, retiring from theséowith long
service in 1973.

Opting to stay in the north, Art worked until 198&h the
Yukon government as head of security and Emergétegs-
ures Organization. During his time in the Yukon,Ha& a very
strong sense of civic duty, serving as a Whitehaigecoun-
cillor on most terms from 1975 to 1991, as welbakonging to
a number of community organizations including thasgnic
Lodge and the Yukon Order of Pioneers.

As a husband, father and friend, Art will be dearligsed.
On a personal note, | had the opportunity to meetwhile

campaigning for election in the 2000 Yukon genelektion.
He and Faye lived on Rogers Street downtown.

| certainly struck up conversations with him antitioff
right away. One of the pieces of advice that heegae as as-
piring young politician was that a smile and a tielbsts you
nothing. It's those types of personal stories thiat sure a
number of Yukoners can pass on about Art.

I'd like to ask members of the House to join mewial-
coming Faye Deer; Peter Deer and his wife LeonasandPat-
rick; and Catherine Deer, to the gallery here today

Applause

In recognition of Administrative Professionals Week

Hon. Ms. Taylor: Mr. Speaker, | rise today on behalf
of the Government of Yukon to pay tribute to alhadistrative
professionals whose service to society and the Muavern-
ment is cause for both celebration and public reitmgy. This
week marks the 8Danniversary of the origins of Administra-
tive Professionals Week with April 25 marking th@"eanni-
versary of the origins of Administrative Professitm Day.
This year’'s theme, “Admins, the pulse of the offispeaks to
the critical role our administrative professionglay in keeping
the engines of our collective business running shigoOver
the decades, the job of an administrative profesgidas
changed dramatically.

However, these professionals have remained theeceft
efficiency in helping us to continue to move fordiam getting
things done on time and on budget.

As a frequent first point of contact for our clisrgnd col-
leagues, our administrative professionals presentace of our
government and our business. They help us stayhizegh and
keep track of people, places and things impor@mut clients
and our business. We look to our administrativefgagionals
as masters of data in an age where accurate apdyspeve-
ment of digital information is not only essentialtkexpected.
We also know that our administrative professiodien go far
above and beyond the call of duty in their effag<uild and
maintain positive client and business relationships

Administrative Professionals Week is nhow one ofltrg-
est workplace observances, with the event celebratrid-
wide by millions of people coming together for coomity
events, educational seminars and individual cotpaaativities
recognizing support staff. | am very proud of therkvper-
formed by our administrative professionals throughte ter-
ritory and throughout the Yukon government, anchkhthem
for their skills, loyalty, and commitment to pubkervice ex-
cellence.

Ms. Hanson: | too rise on behalf of the Official Op-
position to pay tribute to this week and day fomadstrative
professionals. It is celebrated on the last Wedmesd the last
week in April each year in many countries.

This is a remarkable 80year for the recognition of pro-
fessional administrators. It began as a NationalfeRsional
Secretary’'s Week and National Secretary’s Day aogeition
of the importance and value of the administrativpp®rt pro-
vided by secretaries to an organization, whethera a busi-
ness, an NGO or a government department. Thedfitkecre-
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tary has evolved to better describe the variouparsibilities

of this important position. The work secretariesgaptionists,
administrative assistants and executive assistamts often in

the background and not completely noticeable taéisé of us.
As a result, they do not get the credit, thankajger and sup-
port they so rightly deserve.

There is a column that | noted from an administeapro-
fessionals blog that describes a bit about whagetlpeople do
for others. It is worth reflecting on. They arrangmur travel,
they keep an eye on the office budget, they scleetih@d meet-
ings, organize them and find conference rooms sLdt forget
that they also make sure that your meetings aresmactkless.
They keep the office supply room stocked with elyaathat
you need. They prepare office computers for newleyeges
and are always able to find those mysteriously ptisaring
documents or addresses. They manage your calemtiay.
help you prepare and set up your presentations, avthe last
minute — and those who have done this for us kndw they
are. They handle those calls that only a saint thighpatience
of Job can or would take on your behalf.

And the list goes on. The workplace is constantacing
new demands and pressures on these professionals.

Mr. Speaker, the typical administrative professidonday
is 45 years old with at least 15 years’ work exgeece and a
college education. He or she supports at least tima&nagers or
directors with all the attendant joys of jugglingndands and
€gos.

This year, the theme for Administrative Professisna
Week is “Admins, the pulse of the office”. All oblcan attest
to that designation as we have witnessed and leabehefit of
the hard work of the people who hold this positiorour of-
fices. Administrative professionals are in const@mttact with
all levels of the organization, internally and ertdly, as well
as the public. They know the secrets and the lyisibthe or
ganization because of their unique and often-oe&dd role as
lynchpin. These are multi-talented, multi-taskifmg-picture
people, and there are few things that might ndtifab their
job descriptions.

So, Mr. Speaker, what can we do to recognize tharas-
trative personnel who work among and with us. Adregues-
tion might be this: Why haven't we done anything?y&ou
can be sure that the local florist and other bissiae want us to
know that this is Administrative Professionals Weklt, you
know, they could use recognition from us more tloace a
year. Perhaps a good starting point would be to ‘SEyank
you” often — daily. Your needs would not be so wakt and
your life in the office would not be so efficierfiti weren’t for
these professionals.

Mr. Speaker, as we recognize those who often gecagr
nized, perhaps we could reflect on the African prbv “He
who is carried on another’s back does not apprediatv far
the town is.”

Mr. Silver: | rise on behalf of the Liberal caucus
pay tribute to Administrative Professionals WeeR12. This
year's theme, as mentioned, is “Admins, the pute¢he of-
fice”. Formerly known as “Secretary’s Week”, themmea was

changed in 2000 to encompass the changing jols tihel ex-
panding responsibilities of today’s administratwerk staff.

Today is a day to recognize and celebrate the wbdec-
retaries, administrative assistants, receptiorasts other ad-
ministrative support professionals for their grogvend diverse
contribution to the workforce. According to Statsn@ada, there
are 476,000 administrative professionals —

Mr. Speaker, I'm actually going to change geard allhis
tribute was originally written by a Liberal caucadministra-
tive assistant, Ms. Jude Layzell, and it was fdllfacts and
information. It was of a standard we have comexfzeet from
Jude. In fact, it is days like this when you sitkand think
that sometimes you don't really appreciate how mymin rely
on the quality work from assistants like Jude.

| decided to change the tribute today and say thamk
and tribute our Jude. She has a sixth sense wheonies to
politics, a corporate memory that is photograpliat most
importantly, she truly cares for people. That isyamne of her
many gifts that | have the privilege to tribute dnéwday.

My colleague, the Member for Vuntut Gwitchin, asked
to add that the job description is just a formality Ms.
Layzell and she has often gone above and beyondathef
duty over the years, subbing in as a babysittenpther, a taxi
driver and most importantly, a friend.

Come to think about it, the Yukon has actually jded
me and my colleagues in education with a list afedient ad-
ministrative assistants as well. Bonnie Barber@lié®t Service
School was my mom-away-from-home for many, manysgjea
Sonya Stephenson and Elaine Gaudet currently ranskiip
there; they had big shoes to fill and continue rovjgle excel-
lent assistance to an amazing staff. | miss thearlglend |
would like to say a thank you to them as well. Bug focus of
this tribute is Jude. On a funny side note — andif& next
door will get a kick out of this — | called the flst today and |
said, “Did you prepare an arrangement for the NDiinistra-
tive assistant today?” They said, “Yes.” | saidré@t. This is
the Liberals calling and we want one that’s bigged better
for our Jude.”

So, Jude, on behalf of our caucus and on behadvefy-
body who passes by our door, you go out of your way
brighten their day with a cheerful “good mornin§Ve salute
you because you are the quintessential adminigtraissistant
and we owe you so very, very much. Thank you.

Applause

In recognition of National Immunization Awareness
Week

Hon. Mr. Graham: Just before | get into my tribute, |
would like to point out that at 8:30 a.m. this marp as | came
through, | dropped in on both of the oppositiorica$, as well
as our own. At that time, there was only one adshiafive
assistant that had a nice, fresh, potted flowehendesk and
some chocolates. | am very happy to hear that mdtenow
be getting them. | was going to send you an e-raatljally.

| rise today to acknowledge April 21 to 28 as Nadib
Immunization Awareness Week. We take advantagehisf t
week every year to raise the profile of immunizatio this
country and in Yukon. The reason governments adir dhe
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world encourage their citizens to get immunizedéasy simple
— immunizations save lives. The World Health Orgation

reports that in 2010, there were 109 million infaméccinated
with the diphtheria, tetanus and pertussis vaccihé vaccine
alone averts two million to three million deathsnfr diphtheria
annually. Here at home, despite the safety of imeation, a
robust publicly funded immunization program and timgor-

tance of immunization in keeping healthy, hundrefi¥ ukon

children remain under-immunized.

Allow me to repeat: immunization is the safest, teffec-
tive public health approach to vaccine-preventatideases in
the Canadian population, and yet there has beescknd in
immunization rates in Canada. This is partly dueampla-
cency and partly as a result of misinformation.aAime when
most young Canadian doctors have never seen aotasea-
sles, it is natural to believe that we are safenftbe diseases
that haunted previous generations. However, whenuniza-
tion rates decrease, diseases return.

In the United Kingdom, a decrease in vaccinatioos f
measles, mumps and rubella began in 1998. By 206 was
a 20-fold increase in measles cases in the Uniteddém. Just
because there is very little prevalence of a aerthsease at
home, it does not mean that we are safe and sebigeases
know no boundaries. We get visitors from all oves world,
some of whom could carry vaccine-preventable disgasto
our territory and spread them to people in thigttay who are
not vaccinated.

Not all immunizations provide lifelong immunity. hru-
nizations against some diseases — such as tetkulsjaw,
among others — need booster shots to remain eféecthat is
why it is important for adults to check the stadfisheir immu-
nizations. They may need a booster or they may hassed an
important immunization. Under-immunized adults atreisk of
contracting diseases such as measles, mumps orpimigoo
cough — diseases that then can infect infants whanat yet
fully immunized.

| encourage all Yukoners to call their local healémtre to
learn the status of their immunizations. The Whotsk Health
Centre holds regular drop-in hours each weekday thed
hours are posted.

Finally, a word on misinformation: there are adftweb-
sites and other sources of information that see#tisoourage
us from getting immunized. While everyone has tigitrto
their opinions, | urge Yukoners to obtain theirmrhation from
credible sources that provide solid, scientificdevice and ac-
curate facts. In my lifetime | have seen the emdin of
smallpox, a disease that killed over two millioropke in 1967
alone. In 1979, after decades of immunization wirk, World
Health Organization was able to certify that sn@llpvas fi-
nally eradicated. This is miraculous. No one liviog Earth
today needs to worry about a disease that useill nk-third
of the people who caught it. | long for the day,I'as sure all
of us here do, when we can say the same aboutohtis dis-
eases against which we are now immunized.

Speaker:  Are there any introductions of visitors?

TABLING RETURNS AND DOCUMENTS

Speaker:  Under tabling of returns and documents, the
Chair has for tabling the report on subsistenaelrand ac-
commodation expenses of Members of the Yukon Latys
Assembly, 2011-12.

Are there any other returns or documents for tglin

Hon. Mr. Nixon; Mr. Speaker, | have for tabling the
following document¥Victims of Crime Strategy Update, Spring
2012; | also have for tabling a brochure from Victimr8ees
entitled “Victims of Crime”; | also have for tabljna pamphlet
from the Victim Services Unit entitled “Victims' Bhts”; |
also have for tabling a pamphlet from Victim Seedcunit
entitled “Protective Court Orders”; and also fdoliag another
pamphlet from Victim Services unit entitled, “Vieti Impact
Statement.” | would also like to table the contzantd with Vic-
tim Services’ phone number on it.

Speaker:  Are there any reports of committees?
Are there any petitions?

Are there any bills to be introduced?

Are there any notices of motion?

NOTICES OF MOTION

Mr. Hassard: | rise to give notice of the following
motion:

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon te de
velop a strategic action plan for the Yukon infotima and
communications technology sector (ICT) that wilbyide a
vision and a road map for Yukon's ICT sector, whigill en-
able its continued growth and will enhance Yukatenomy.

| also give notice of the following motion:

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon te us
the 2012-13 budget to commence bridge work of $6amifor
major rehabilitation, including substructure impeavents and
deck repairs for the Upper Liard bridge.

Ms. McLeod:
motion:

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon tn-co
tinue to use the 2012-13 budget to support thel lflloa and
sound industry by providing the following funds:

(2) film location incentive;

(2) film training initiative;

(3) filmmaker's fund;

(4) film development fund; and

(5) film production fund.

| rise to give notice of the following

| further give notice of the following motion:
THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon tn-co
tinue to implement th¥ictims of Crime Strategy by:
(1) focusing theVictims of Crime Srategy on five inter-
related areas that include:
(a) strengthening the focus of needs of victims of-
crime;
(b) focusing on addressing violence against women;
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(c) exploring legislative options;

(d) mentoring and capacity building in communities;
and

(e) integrating responses for victims, offendeasnif
lies and communities;

(2) ensuring a plan for supporting victims of criineall
Yukon communities has been developed and is benmer
mented,;

(3) establishing a victims of crime emergency fundlud-
ing emergency cellphones, to address costs of héitighized;

(4) guiding the implementation of théictims of Crime
Strategy by an implementation advisory committee with repre
sentatives from the RCMP, Public Prosecution Sesviof
Canada, First Nation groups, women’s groups and evisn
shelters;

(5) ensuring rural communities are receiving regaad
consistent support from Victim Services workers atréngth-
ening partnerships;

(6) using the strategy as a foundation on whiclsdek
funding from other sources, like the GovernmentCaihada,
for specific initiatives such as:

(a) coordinated response to child victims and wit-
nesses;

(b) increased policy and capacity development;

(c) enhancing the victims of crime emergency fund,;
and

(d) support for rural offices.

(7) supporting victims of crime and strengthenihg fo-
cus on the needs of victims of crime by develomnglan that
includes the following items:

(a) hiring additional workers using the four-yeand-
ing secured through théctims of Crime Strategy;

(b) assigning each community a Victim Services
worker who will attend all court circuits as wel meet
with clients at other times to attend inter-agenugetings
and work with other allied resource people;

(c) establishing an inter-agency working group to
guide work on responding to child victims and wises.

(8) Supporting mentoring and capacity building one
munities by developing a plan that includes thdofeing
items:

(b) the right to the consideration of and respect f
their privacy;

(c) the right to expect that reasonable measunesiso
tent with the law will be taken to minimize thefrcbnven-
ience and to protect them from intimidation andliation;

(d) the right to information;

(e) the right to have views considered;

(f) the right to return of property; and

(g) the right to have needs, concerns and diversity
considered.

Hon. Mr. Nixon:
motion:

THAT the Yukon Legislative Assembly, pursuant t@-se
tion 17(1) of theHuman Rights Act, does appoint Jolene
Waugh as a member of the Yukon Human Rights Conomiss
for a term of three years.

| rise to give notice of the following

Hon. Mr. Cathers:
ing motion:

THAT the membership of the Select Committee on Whis
tle-blower Protection be amended by:

(1) rescinding the appointment of Darius Eliashe tom-
mittee; and

(2) appointing Sandy Silver to the Committee;

and

THAT the mandate of the committee, as stipulatean
tion No. 120 of the First Session of thé*33gislative Assem-
bly, be amended by adding the following:

THAT if the committee believes its final report lailot be
completed in such time as to be tabled during B2Zall sit-
ting of the Legislative Assembly, the chair of tbemmittee
shall table in the House, during the 2012 falirsitt an interim
report on the committee’s progress which shall nmfathe
House of the committee’s expected date for congietf a
final report.

INTRODUCTION OF VISITORS

Ms. Stick: On a point of order, | would like to intro-
duce to the House today Bonnie Duffee, who is aytiome
Yukoner and a constituent in the Member for Klomdskrid-

| rise to give notice of the follow-

(a) exploring the development through the Northerring.

Institute for Social Justice of an “Essential Skiffor
Northern Victim Services Workers” program, targetsd
existing Victim Services workers and others in camin
ties who want to respond to victimization;

(b) developing a plan to address compassion fatigu
and vicarious trauma;

(c) developing a training plan to focus on riskesss
ment and safety planning.

(9) providing information to Yukoners in suppoftthe
public education campaign “Victims of crime hawghtis”.

(10) continuing to implement the nevicti ms of Crime Act
by recognizing that victims have rights, includitige follow-
ing:

(a) the right to be treated with courtesy, compmassi
and respect;

Speaker:  Are there any other notices of motions?
Is there a statement by a minister?

gUESTION PERIOD
Question re: Affordable housing

Ms. Hanson: Members on both sides of the Legisla-
ture recognize the serious housing shortage in tamistory.
When there are shortages, there are those whaakél advan-
tage of the situation. One constituent recentlg 1 their rent
had gone from $1,100 to $2,000. This huge jump %0%a
month represents an increase of over $10,000 a Yéaw can
afford that? Another constituent told us their land gave one
month’s notice of a rental increase of $500 a mant$6,000 a
year.
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Mr. Speaker, these are not isolated cases. My iquefgtr
the Premier is this: What is this government ddim¢evel the
playing field for renters?

Hon. Mr. Kent: Again, just to answer the member
opposite’s question, | spoke on this issue yesteodahe floor
of the Legislature. We certainly recognize that diog is the
number one priority of Yukoners. It was on the dbeps dur-
ing the October election, and it continues to be.

It doesn’t matter where one resides on the housimgin-
uum — whether in the transitional shelters, sob@lsing, the
private market rental or home ownership — we amdresbking
the needs of Yukoners through strategic investmientsansi-
tional housing, such as at Kaushee’s Place andigmficant
investments in social housing made by prior Yukamntygov-
ernments. We have plans as well to invest in sdwaking —
and $35 million in lot development. Again, | wiktference the
engagement with the private sector on developimégterop-
erty Lot 262.

| think the key to stabilizing the rental markettcs add
units. It is our choice to engage the private gedto engage
First Nations, to engage municipalities to worktat end.

Ms. Hanson:
that the vacancy rate is still critically low aBJpercent. That is
despite a 20-percent increase in the number oflrenits. This
past year, the median rent has increased by 6ceipeto $825
a month. That is the median rent, Mr. Speaker, awarage,
which means that many people are paying much nBakind
these numbers are people — people on fixed incamhesare
desperate. Some young families are forced to douplen
apartments. Other families are forced to move haith their
parents if they have room. Workers new to the Yu&omnfind-
ing it hard to get established. Rents are incregafaster than
people’s incomes. It is an unsustainable situatiod it's get-
ting worse.

Other jurisdictions have mechanisms that offer sqmue
tection to renters. What mechanisms does the gownhhave
and will it use to protect tenants from rental ages now that
are driving people out of their homes and addinth&housing
problem?

Hon. Mr. Kent: Many of the situations the member
opposite talks about are situations that | encaoedtéen my
riding of Riverdale North. It is something that wertainly
recognize and, again, two short days after beingrsvin we
put out the expression of interest for Lot 262, ahhincluded
the development of additional units for the privesatal mar-
ket.

Of course, Yukoners had a choice last fall andethveere
some clear choices that were made. The Yukon Rantgrn-
ment chooses to engage the private sector, engageipali-
ties, and engage First Nations in solving the hausrisis. The
Yukon New Democrats would offer a different wayaafdress-
ing that through regulation and legislation andt thge of
thing. We on this side of the House believe that ltlest solu-
tion is to work with our partners to make strategiwestments
that we can on behalf of the government and ussetheethods
and those types of initiatives to increase the remub private
market rentals and homes for Yukoners.

Ms. Hanson: | guess the record will show that for two
days in a row, in addressing these questions, we had just a
“woulda, shoulda, coulda.” You know, the Yukon Rart
watched this housing crisis develop and deepen onee
years. During the election campaign, the Premiat, snd |
quote: “People shouldn’t have to spend betweensl068 per-
cent of their paycheques to put a roof over theacdh”

But that is exactly what is happening as rents kga@pg
up. Implementing a moderbandlord and Tenant Act is one
way government can act to provide some relief andescer-
tainty to renters.

Will the minister responsible tell us if the ndvandlord
and Tenant Act will include provisions to protect renters from
unreasonable rent increases?

Hon. Ms. Taylor: | want to thank the member oppo-
site for raising the question. As my colleaguette tight has
already alluded to, this government recognizesvdrg impor-
tance of making land available and affordable huysivail-
able for all Yukoners. That is in fact what we dng. In ad-
dition to the $100-milllion increase in affordalfleusing initia-
tives that this Yukon Party government and previduskon

The March 2012 rent survey showed Party governments have invested in, unlike thoseptievious

NDP governments have invested in, we continue tkentand
available. $35 million housed within this year'sdiget will see
over 300 pieces of land made available for resideptoper-
ties by the end of 2013. When it comes to modangitégisla-
tion such as théandlord and Tenant Act that was part of the
Yukon Party platform, and that which we were eldctm,
work is currently underway. That certainly will denstrate a
measured and responsible approach toward protetiimgn-
terest of tenants as well as landlords, while pitimgo a
healthy, private rental market.

Question re:  Home building standards

Mr. Barr: According to the Yukon Bureau of Statis-
tics, the average single-family home in Whitehdsseow sell-
ing for $432,600.

It was under $300,000 just four years ago. Buyirmpme
is the single most important purchase in a perslifie’'sAround
Whitehorse, we see condos popping up and new ssludis
being planned. There is a rush to build and withrtksh comes
concerns about shoddy work and worry that big stirat prob-
lems could emerge, leaving homeowners on the hoolbify
payments for repairs.

Does the government support introducing measurgesato
tect homeowners from deficiencies in their new hemecon-
dos?

Hon. Mr. Kent: I know that we will be speaking on
this later on this afternoon with respect to a motraised by
the Member for Mount Lorne-Southern Lakes.

There are different approaches across the coumthpine
warranty protection. A few jurisdictions have ermatciegisla-
tion while most jurisdictions leave the decisiorptovide war-
ranties to the individual, home builder and thevgte sector.
The Yukon government supports and encourages &inpal
homeowners to thoroughly research new home waesmui-
fered by Yukon home builders. There are a numbeliftérent
avenues that home builders can take to protect dbkes.
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While members of the NDP would choose to regulatt lag-
islate, which is their choice, we on this side bé tHouse
choose to encourage the private sector to develmity
homes.

tions are tarnished by fly-by-night operators who shoddy
work. They support measures like the new home wirnaro-
grams and want to be involved in the discussioruabfiective
measures to protect new homeowners’ most importevest-

The type of work that's being done through the Yluko ment.

Housing Corporation on energy efficiency is but mfethe
many things that we do. I'm sure the Minister ofn@ounity
Services would also speak to the building standart$, as
well, those that exist within the municipality.

Mr. Bairr:
owner protection measures. We hoped the currergrgavent
would be willing to look at the issue. This afteomowe will be
debating, as the minister opposite says, whethergtivern-
ment should bring in legislation that would maketiggation
in a new home warranty program mandatory. New hoae
ranty programs exist in most parts of the countiarranty
programs basically provide some comfort to the auast by
ensuring that defects that appear over a certaigiteof time,
say, to the foundation, will be fixed at no extst; without a
lengthy court process.

Does the government support encouraging buildetben
Yukon to be part of a new home warranty prograngriter to
both guarantee the quality of their work and protesw home
buyers?

Hon. Ms. Taylor:
much committed to protecting Yukon homeowners’ sive
ments and we do this in a number of ways. As thastar re-
sponsible for Yukon Housing Corporation has alreautyined,
there are a number of approaches that are takesmrigus ju-
risdictions. Most are voluntary; some are governnagminis-
tered.

Within the Government of Yukon and within the Depar
ment of Community Services, the department, | Gan works
diligently to ensure that the National Building @od followed
for all work conducted under valid building permita fact,
under the National Building Code every home receibe-
tween five and eight inspections by qualified bimitgdinspec-
tors, whether that be under the Yukon territor@&rnment or
the City of Whitehorse.

Again, renovations, repairs to existing homes dse @-
spected by the Yukon government and the City of té¥turse
to ensure that work is done properly. | would assy that
Yukon is very fortunate to have a very skilled dirig industry
with some of the most qualified and experienceddspeople
and home builders in the country.

When it comes to protecting homeowners’ investmemts
very much agree that this is very important andliveentinue
to make resources available for building inspectorensure
that the building code is adhered to, and will oo to also
update legislation like théandlord and Tenant Act and the
Land Titles Act.

Mr. Barr:
Yukon builders about this issue of homeowner ptaiacand
they are for it. Like homeowners, they worry thigtly-night
operators are taking advantage of the housingscesd are
putting new units on the market that will lead tolgems
down the road for the Yukon public. They worry thegputa-

I have spoken with several long-establishe

Will this government make homeowner protection iarpr
ity and begin the conversation with home buildensl dghe
home-buying public on improving our rules?

Hon. Mr. Kent: Again, just to echo comments by the

The NDP has long championed home-member opposite: a home is quite possibly the &ngerchase

somebody will make in their lives. Due diligencethg poten-
tial new homeowner before making the deal is \tibaénsuring
the consumer knows what they are buying and anyesssr
deficiencies with the property are identified.

The building inspection branches of the City of Whi
horse and Yukon government inspect new construdtioen-
sure compliance with the National Building Coderdhasers
should also consider hiring private sector homeeators to
identify any deficiencies in the home, purchase Hwme
through a licensed real estate firm and negotiateraprehen-
sive warranty from the home builder. The warrartigidd be
reviewed by a legal firm to ensure its validity.

When it comes to purchasing a home, most members in

this House who are homeowners will recognize thatd is a

The Government of Yukon is very duty on their behalf to ensure that they are irimgsin a qual-

ity product.

Again, | would echo what the Minister of Commun8gr-
vices mentioned in her answer, that we have a s&ong and
capable and professional homebuilding private seloéwe in
the Yukon that is very competent when new conswoncis
undertaken.

Question re:  Dawson City housing for child
services
Mr. Silver: Mr. Speaker, | am obliged to return to an

issue that has been raised repeatedly but stib gothout an
answer from the government. | hope that today béllthe day
that | can return to my constituents with good newshis very
important and increasingly pressing issue. The Gafaenatal
Nutrition Program and Child Development Centre offeces-
sary services to Dawson City families. Unfortungtéhey are
about to lose their rental premises. They contaittedMlinister
of Health and Social Services some time ago, bué heceived
no direction to date. On their behalf, | raised ig®ue in the
House last December and again earlier this month,| am
also still waiting. When is the minister going tespond to
these community groups and will it be before theyfarced to
close their doors to their current location?
Hon. Mr. Graham: The Dawson City Women’s Shel-

ter Society administers Health Canada’s CanadaaRaeNutri-
tion Program. Currently, it is conveniently locatatia local

Oresidence in Dawson City. Unfortunately, the reatamthe

delay is that we have been attempting to contacbugh the
Yukon Housing Corporation and our own resourcefaiie
alternative accommodation for this program. Howetedate,
we have not been successful.

This is a federally funded program and it providedsi-
dies such as food, shelter and childcare, whicly timake
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available to support mothers travelling to Whitedeofor deliv-
ery. The Yukon Housing Corporation up until now t@as-
vided space in a unit and they simply don’t havg ather
spaces available in Dawson City.

Mr. Silver: The Canadian Prenatal Nutrition Program
and the Child Development Centre are caught in Daws
City’s housing shortage. They currently rent a hdoretheir
operations. Their landlord gave them almost a geadtice to
vacate the home from where they currently work.edagith a
housing crunch, however, they are unable to fimotlar place
to rent. Their notice is almost up and they havwehrere else to
go. We are simply looking for a yes or no here.ii@pas the
minister related that it is Health Canada that futite program
for the benefit of Yukon residents, couldn’t theniater here at
least help to find programming space?

Hon. Mr. Kent: | was fortunate enough to visit with
the two individuals who run both the organizatidhat are
housed in that same location when | travelled tov&m City
earlier this year.

They did contact me as minister responsible for ofuk
Housing Corporation back in November, early Decembe
When it comes to housing in Dawson City, althougére is a
very small wait-list for social housing — almostraeactually
— staff housing is where we are seeing the crundbawson
City. With the advent of the new Dawson City Hoapitwe
expect that to grow even more and that is why veeagldress-
ing staff housing through the budget that is befitwe House
right now.

Beyond that, at that meeting | did have in attecdanith
me the president of the Yukon Housing Corporatiod Bep-
uty Minister of Education. We have also been exptpiother
options, and we are hopeful that something can died out
for space for both of those organizations, bus wery specific
space that they are looking for — more along thediof a
house, and that is simply not available through ltwaising
Corporation or through the government at this time.

Mr. Silver: | do appreciate the minister's responses
These programs provide valuable services to DawSin
families, including respite care, early nutritigrigrvention and
family support. They also provide direct therapyvims for
children with learning struggles and a follow-alopgpgram
that helps keep families informed of developmerite Tom-
munity Romp & Run is well attended and very muclprapi-
ated in my community. None of these programs caoftezed
without an appropriate rental space, which meansomgtitu-
ents will have to do without unless a housing sofuts found.

If the Minister of Health and Social Services oe thinis-
ter responsible for Yukon Housing Corporation cdanhelp
find space for these two very important programisatadvice
do they offer these groups and to the families tihey serve?

Hon. Mr. Graham: As | said before, we appreciate
the work done by the Dawson City Women's Sheltgaaiza-
tion in administering the Canada Prenatal NutritRrogram.
However, as | stated previously, we simply havenha®able to
find a location in which to house this program. Yeestill look-
ing, and we hope that something will come availaki¢her
through the Yukon Housing Corporation or other, butil

something comes available, my answer to the meoty@osite
is quite simple, “Sorry, but we are working on it.”

Questionre:  Whitehorse Correctional Centre
programming

Ms. Moorcroft: Yesterday we heard the Minister of
Justice reiterate his position that the WhitehdZserectional
Centre is doing just fine with its programming foe 80 per-
cent of inmates who are aboriginal. The ministarnticmes to
recite the list of programs that are supposed tavaglable at
Whitehorse Correctional Centre. Well, Mr. Speakanst of
these programs have not been offered for the pashenths,
and we don’t know when that will change.

Can the minister tell us a date when we can expecfull
implementation of all the programs he is fond ofisg are
available at Whitehorse Correctional Centre?

Hon. Mr. Nixon: Mr. Speaker, as the member is well
aware, the Whitehorse Correctional Centre is uralegqy a
transition, so over the past month we have movedrtmates
over to the new facility. We are in the processewéluating
when we can start rolling out programming. We hialed out
some programming. | have recited, as the membersifgphad
indicated, some of the programming that we havkedobut,
but in the coming months and in the coming days ianthe
coming weeks more programming will be rolled outl dnese
issues will be addressed.

Ms. Moorcroft: Yesterday the minister seemed to
think that the programs that are available forimistof crime
are somehow the solution. The First Nation inmaeghe
Whitehorse Correctional Centre are often victimsciome as
well as offenders. They have suffered discrimimatémd pov-
erty and intergenerational effects of residenttilo®l — social
crimes just as serious as any other. Mr. Speakean Itell you
that the many victims of crime with whom | have kpo are
very clear that they want to see offenders be hgaliack in
their communities and with their families. They shg cultur-
ally aware programs and support while offendersircarcer-
ated will help accomplish this. They see that aspghrpose of
incarceration.

Will the minister consult with First Nations, eldeand
inmates to develop new culturally appropriate paogming for
the new $70-million facility?

Hon. Mr. Nixon: This week, during a time where
we're making tributes to victims of crime, it wassf yesterday
when | was indicating in this Legislature that widuals might
wish to donate a cellphone to victims of crime, @ndas the
NDP opposition over there that was whooing and tgpone
about that. | don't know what to say about thatt maybe,
“Shame.”

As | mentioned before, we are rolling out programgnat
Whitehorse Correctional Centre, and | have a greapable
team of management and staff up there who will nthkede-
cision about when that programming will be rollag.cAs we
know, there is an adjustment phase. It's not gamdpappen
overnight, and I'm actually quite thankful that rsyaff and
management up there aren’t making decisions orflyhand
starting things that they're just not ready totsyat.
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Ms. Moorcroft: Mr. Speaker, my colleagues from the
Official Opposition and from the Third Party haveposed a
reasonable solution to many of the frustrationg thenates
have with WCC. Hire a First Nation liaison work&rho can
have immediate access to inmates and is sensititleetr cul-
tural needs. This is not a precedent, since thersmecial liai-
son positions for First Nations elsewhere in goment and in
the justice system.

Last week in Whitehorse, Justice Murray Sinclaioksp
forcefully about the intergenerational effects asidential
school. He urged us to understand that to takedmhil away
from their parents and families against their wslinot only
wrong, but a human rights abuse that falls under Wnited
Nations convention as genocide. As a society, we @ re-
sponsibility to inform ourselves and to take actagrinst ra-
cism. The minister now has an important opportutatgupport
rehabilitation and alleviate institutional racism bis watch.
Will the minister support our request to hire amréjinal liai-
son officer?

Hon. Mr. Nixon: I will mention again that yesterday,
when | urged the members and the public to dorrege tell-
phones to victims of crime, it was indeed the Qéfi©pposi-
tion that was whooing and booing me.

Mr. Speaker, the government has been very stromgan
moting the rights of victims. We have developed \thatims of

minister to correct this matter, because we knaw ithan im-
portant time for the tourism industry when prospectisitors
are making their plans. | understand the 1-800etrawvnsult-
ants are based out of a call centre in Vancouversure the
minister understands the importance of timely, ifyate-
sponses in terms of converting visitor curiosityoimaking a
decision to come to the Yukon and spend their dolia our
communities and in our many businesses dependerthen
trade.

Why does the Department of Tourism contract o itmi-
portant first point of contact with visitors to Gide companies
instead of employing resident Yukoners with insigintd
knowledge of the territory?

Hon. Mr. Nixon: In addressing the member opposite,
I have an absolutely first-class team over at Toarand Cul-
ture. The marketing department really does go alan be-
yond. We are looking at things like modernizing Wisitor
Information Centre here in Whitehorse, but certaihiey are
first class at promoting Yukon. There is the
www.travelyukon.comwebsite that has been getting a lot of
traffic.

The member opposite mentioned a phone number thait w
not working. | mentioned that | will look into thahmediately;
in fact, there are probably people already lookimg it. We
will continue to promote Yukon as a whole, so wheurists

Crime Srategy, which includes strengthening the focus on theare coming in from down south, they can stop in &&atLake,

needs of victims of crime; focusing on addressingience
against women; exploring legislative options; mentp and
capacity building in communities; and integratiegponses for
victims, offenders and families and communities.

We are doing a great number of things at the Whitsh
Correctional Centre for inmates, above and beybrithve a
tremendous team up there, but we also need todbdhe vic-
tims. For every inmate that we have up in that \&lorse Cor-
rectional Centre, there are probably two or thiegnas.

Question re:

Mr. Barr:
son. Soon more RVs will be heading up the highwayjse
lines will be docking at Skagway and more tounsil$ land at
the Erik Nielsen Whitehorse International Airpoftis is the
time when tourists are leafing through pamphlet$ lznochures
and finalizing their travel plans. We know the tesmous
value of the tourism industry in terms of jobs dadal bene-
fits. All the Yukon government’s tourism marketingaterials
encourage potential visitors to call a travel cdiasu at 1-800-
661-0494.

Is the minister aware that for the last three dayne is
staffing the toll-free line, and they can’'t evelave a message
because the mailbox is full?

Hon. Mr. Nixon: Indeed, | thank the member oppo-
site for his question. | haven't been calling thaimber over
the last few days, so | am not aware of any probleXobody
else has raised this issue with me, but | will ediéook into it
right away.

Mr. Barr: The situation of not getting an answer
from a travel consultant has also been the subfeah Internet
chat room about travel to the Yukon. | would enemer the

Tourism marketing funding

We are on the cusp of the 2012 tourist seax

then Teslin and then head up the road to Kluandaoidat the
beautiful scenery and everything that Yukon hasffier.

Mr. Barr: | am sure our people here are great at their
work. Outside people may not know what they wowddspeak-
ing to if they're talking about the Yukon. Maybeetminister
thinks that it is cost-effective to contract an<dé company;
that it does not pay to hire Yukoners to do the Jathat is the
cost when visitors decide not to come because dioeyot get
quality family travel information? The Governmernt bew-
foundland and Labrador has been very successfulairketing
their beautiful province, in part because of theals. It is the
call Cathy” personal touch.

With toll-free to Travel Yukon, Turn in Poachersjdiand
fire reporting and the 811 health line all goingatatside call
centres, | wonder why there is not a creative smiuand ef-
forts pooled together to create some jobs for th&oYi? Will
this government look at its call centre budgetossrthe nu-
merous departments that utilize these outside cesvéind see
if these efforts can be done by Yukoners with feadwledge
of the territory?

Hon. Mr. Nixon: As | mentioned previously, | have a
real first-class team at Tourism and Culture. Wensipa great
deal of time throughout the day in meetings andketarg. We
look at ways that we can promote the Yukon. We hagte
dressed the border issue at Little Gold, where &t wurned
back from an eight-hour day and now it's a 12-hday. There
is a lot of good work going on within Tourism.

I will continue to spend my days building on theustures
that have been left behind by my colleague, theérrMinister
of Tourism, and the member opposite is free to dges time
on Internet chat rooms.
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Question re:  Youth centre programming

Ms. Stick: Last fall, before the election, it was an-
nounced by the Yukon government’'s MLAs for Rivesal
North and Riverdale South that there is a new yaghtre
opening in Riverdale. The centre was to be caled‘Heart of
Riverdale” and was to target youth from 12 to 1hownight
otherwise not be involved in extracurricular adies through
the arts. According to media reports and intervievith mem-
bers of the government at the time, $100,000 walset@ro-
vided for start-up funding for this program. Wilki& Premier
tell us where the $100,000 came from and is itudetl again
in this year's budget? If so, where?

Hon. Mr. Graham: The $100,000 the member is
speaking about was in the budget for last yearotinhately,
there were some difficulties with the proponentRiverdale.
The main difficulty was the $100,000 was dedicatedperat-
ing expenses for a new youth centre, yet some @fntbney
was needed to make necessary renovations to thee cen
make it usable for these folks. We have since miide
change, so some of the money is available for abpitpendi-
tures and we are looking forward to seeing progvesg soon.

Ms. Stick: When | go to the website for Heart of
Riverdale, | am dismayed to find that all the peogming has
been postponed. It is not even clear if there e kprogram-
ming since the fall. Programs listed are for muaits and film,
but again have been postponed. Some of these pregre
quire participants to have had two or three yeprsvious mu-
sic lesson experience. Others are required toiandibr these
programs. Some programs cost more than a youthdwoeil
eligible for under the kids recreation fund. It'strinclusive
programming for youth initially targeted to parfiete. The
idea of a youth centre was to offer a safe, agpieee for all
youth — not once-a-week programming that a few miggn
able to access. Certainly, programming should biearand it
should be inclusive.

Can the minister tell us the current status of2his

Hon. Mr. Graham: As | stated previously, there was
some difficulty with the allocation of funding, that it was all
for operating expenses. We have now changed thatatice
capital money available. You know, we have invediedvily
in other youth organizations within the city as Wweind we
look forward to seeing this one open. We don't rifeiee, in
most cases, in the programming offered in the warigouth
centres around the City of Whitehorse. | don'’t khiinwill inter-
fere in the programming here. | will ask my depantito take
a look at the programming, but there was a spergfason for
this youth centre in Riverdale. Hopefully, they aegrying out
the mandate they established at the time.

Ms. Stick: There was a committee and even at on
time a society to look at this youth centre prograng and the
needs of the community. Their recommendations weaele,
but were not included in this program. The recomue¢ions
talked about after-school programming and a varddtsctivi-
ties, not just arts and not just a once-a-weeknarog

Would the minister go back and look at this sociaityl
what was proposed then and see if it does, in faatch the

current programming that is not being offered tigtotieart of
Riverdale?

Hon. Mr. Graham: I will take the advice under ad-
visement and take a look at the situation. I'm gubnfident,
knowing the proponent, that the program, whenfitially es-
tablished — because | understand there has beea difia
culty with contractors as well in that area — I'd happy to
take the Member for Riverdale South on a tour, &edl go
and look at the facility ourselves.

Speaker:
elapsed.

ORDERS OF THE DAY
OPPOSITION PRIVATE MEMBERS’ BUSINESS
BILLS OTHER THAN GOVERNMENT BILLS

Bill No. 102: Act to Amend the Ombudsman Act —
Third Reading

The time for Question Period has now

Clerk: Third reading, Bill No. 102, standing in the
name of Ms. Stick.

Ms. Stick: I move that Bill No. 102, entitledct to
Amend the Ombudsman Act, be now read a third time and do
pass.

Speaker: It has been moved by the Member for River-

dale South that Bill No. 102, entitlefict to Amend the Om-
budsman Act, be now read a third time and do pass.

Ms. Stick: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. | would like to
thank all members of this House for their unanimeupport
on first and second reading of this Bill No. 1@2t to Amend
the Ombudsman Act. It is fitting that this bill comes forward
this week when we in the Legislature will have dpgportunity
to participate in the swearing in of a new Ombudsnihe
original Ombudsman Act was passed in 1995 and the first Om-
budsman appointed in July 1996. Before passing liliis a
significant amount of time and effort was spent pteting
research and public consultation. This origindl didl not pass
without debate and questions by all members ofHbese.
Some felt it was the job of the MLAs to perform sleaduties of
the Ombudsman through their casework and intereestwith
constituent matters. The role of the Ombudsmai igrovide
independent and impartial means by which public gamts
about administrative decisions of the Governmentyakon
and its agencies can be heard and investigated.

It has the goal of promoting fairness, openness aad
countability in public administration. As the Yukd@mbuds-
man is an officer of this Legislature and repoatshte Legisla-

Sive Assembly, any investigations are conducteerehdently

of the activities of the government. This indeperweis one of
the most important principles of this position. Bynoving the
sunset clause from the legislation, this Legisktsrsignaling
that this office and position of the Yukon Ombudsmaill

become permanent. This signals a fair, open anduatable
government to the citizens of Yukon. | look forwdadreceiv-
ing all parties’ support for this third and finaglading of the bill
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that strengthens the accountability of our govemmtmeome-
thing we can all support. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Hon. Mr. Cathers: | rise in support of Bill No. 102 at
third reading in this Assembly. The government wibntinue
to support this private member’s bill brought fordigy the
Member for Riverdale South. Again, | thank the memfor
bringing it forward.

I would also like to note the fact that the passaia pri-
vate member’s bill is not something that typicaltycurs within
any Legislative Assembly in Canada, or within teddral par-
liament, or really within any area of the Westmémssystem.
Private members’ bills typically are not matterattare passed
very often; motions, as well, brought forward bypopition
members are typically not supported very frequeintighe ma-
jority of legislative assemblies.

What | do want to emphasize to those listeningeading
Hansard, is the fact that while debate in this Legislatie-
sembly sometimes does becomes polarized or heatéet$ i
rhetoric, we have made efforts, during the timethe&f Yukon
Party government and the new caucus of the Yukaty Baat
was elected last fall in October, to work with mersof the
opposition, cooperate where we can, support iiigatthat we
believe are worth supporting, rather than doingras the prac-
tice under previous legislative assemblies in thon, and is
the reality in most Houses within the Canadiandiegiive sys-
tem: to not support motions that are brought fodiay opposi-
tion private members, when those occur.

Speaking to the cooperation that has occurred, uldvo
note that this is not the first time we've suppdrie private
member’s bill brought forward by an opposition membrhe
Smoke-free Places Act was an initiative brought forward by the
former Member for Whitehorse Centre during his timehis
Assembly, Mr. Todd Hardy. That, of course, led lte stab-
lishment of a Select Committee on Anti-smoking Iséafion,
which | had the honour and pleasure — the best teoan
come up with to describe that and | certainly apiated the
opportunity to work with members on that committeehaired
that committee. We began the first of what havenkssveral
select committees that have, largely speaking, lpeetty ef-
fective and pretty constructive in the work thatthave done.
These include that committee, of course. Other @k@snthat
include the Select Committee on Human Rights, thed
Committee on thé.andlord and Tenant Act, the Select Com-
mittee on Off-road Vehicle Use. As we have talkédw in
previous days in this current sitting, with theesekception of
the Select Committee on Whistle-blower Protectialh,these
committees were successful in reaching a final ntegoad have
lead to either legislation where a commitment iglento take
action to legislate, as appropriate, or to deahititthrough
other means.

So again, what | would like to say in supporting thill at
third reading is that the bill was also broughtward in Eng-
lish only. The government did provide the Frenamstation
services to make this comply with not only the @i Lan-

forward to what we assume will be passage by thgslative
Assembly, hopefully unanimously, as was the indicaby all
parties at second reading and at the CommittebeoMthole
stage.

A few other examples I'd like to point to in talkjrabout
cooperation are examples that have occurred frasnctirrent
sitting in the Legislative Assembly.

They include the passage, unanimously, of the appoi
ment of Timothy E. Koepke as the Yukon’s new Ominoals
who will begin his term — his five-year term, thiat— on
May 1, and will be sworn in, | believe, on Fridalytbis week
in the Legislative Assembly. That is the ultimatsult of a
hiring process that was conducted by an all-paotyrittee,
and | thank the three members who served on ttslidéve it
was the Member for Klondike, the Member for Rivéed&outh
and the Member for Porter Creek North and MinistieiHealth
and Social Services who participated on that cotemithat led
to a recommendation to make that appointment athddehe
unanimous passage of that motion. I'd also likedogratulate
Mr. Koepke on that appointment and wish him luckis five-
year term. | hope that he will find it enjoyablead®d on the
reports that | have heard from others, since | dadlly know
him personally, | hear that he certainly is welgected by a
great many people and | look forward to him perfioignthat
service admirably on behalf of Yukoners.

Other examples of cooperation I'd like to pointftom
this current sitting include the motion broughtward by |
believe it was the Member for Watson Lake, although
doesn’t say that on my notes. Motion No. 84 regaydhe vi-
ability of Air North was passed unanimously by tAissembly
on March 21 in this current sitting.

A motion to diversify the Yukon economy by investim
research, innovation and commercialization of coldnate
technology was also passed unanimously by this rAlsgeon
March 21, and | believe that motion was also stagdin the
name of the Member for Watson Lake. Two motionsseds
unanimously on one sitting day is something thatn—previ-
ous legislative assemblies and under the LiberdINIDP when
in power as well as prior Yukon Party governmetttg, pas-
sage of motions unanimously was not a very comnmmure
rence.

In fact, the 31 and 32° Legislatures, the last two legisla-
tive assemblies, each passed more unanimous matiansall
previous Yukon legislative assemblies combined.hVeit that
— there can be negative debate at times, polaridieigate,
disagreement among members — | think it's importamote
that there are positive steps that have been tal@nonly by
government, but we also have to recognize and cordntee
fact that it requires that all members who partibipin all-party
committees have an interest and desire in collelgtivcon-
structively reaching an outcome and agreeing dnal feport.
It requires engagement of each member who part&spand
their personal commitment and personal effort thean out-
come that can be supported by all within this Adsigmin
speaking to Bill No. 102, again | would note thetfthat the

guages Act, but also the requirements of the Legislative As-Ombudsman Act, as recognized by the Member for Riverdale

sembly. We will be supporting it at third readingdalooking

South when that was brought forward before this witevas
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first passed it was not a concept that had univVexseeptance
by all. There was debate about whether to implerttentict at
all. The act, of course, was put in with a suntaise.

We agree with the Member for Riverdale South tHat
there was a need for that type of clause in thislktgn, cer-
tainly the time of any such need has passed. Yukpas with
most Canadians, accept the value and the role @hdpaan
Office of the Ombudsman that provides another vdpueiti-
zens to engage in if they believe that they needaisistance of
that office in dealing with matters pertaining twvgrnment.

We believe that this is indeed an area — it is ynie
make this amendment. At the timing of coming fordydrbe-
lieve the member wished there to be some symbokgmthe
connection of the starting of a new term of an Oddmoan for
the Yukon. Certainly, doing this the same week f&s new
Ombudsman is sworn in is — | guess for a lack dfester
characterization — an example of bringing furthttertion to
this important office and the role of it within tivaikon’s gov-
ernment structure.

I'd like to briefly talk about some other examplescoop-
eration from this current sitting of the Legisla&iAssembly.
Motion No. 115 was another government private membe-
tion that urged the government to continue workaiigp indus-
try, communities and First Nations to promote th&kdh as a
year-round destination. That motion was another oneani-
mously passed by the Assembly on April 4.

Motion No. 162 urged the Yukon government to create
tax credit for parents or guardians of childrenoived in mu-
sic, arts or tutoring. That motion — again tablgdabgovern-
ment private member — was passed unanimously oih 2&r

Motion No. 163 was passed the same day, and thédbmo
urged the CBC to continue to broadcast AM radia)uding
the transmission on the AM 570 band and encourégy=a to
ensure that CBC continued to broadcast in both dfreand
English with their television signal. Again, thatasv unani-
mously passed on April 18.

This current piece of legislation that we are dielgat—
Bill No. 102 — was passed unanimously April 11. Ation
presented by the Member for Vuntut Gwitchin to easaroper
implementation of the Nutrition North Canada progravas
passed unanimously by this Assembly on March 28otidvi
No. 106 to develop a comprehensive plan to offaligutrain-
ing and skills, trades and technology in the Yukeas
amended and then passed unanimously on March 28.
Speaker, the crux of my point in identifying thedements is
that this Legislative Assembly has already takemumber of
steps to work cooperatively. | would emphasis ttha&t gov-
ernment continues to be prepared to work constrelgtiwith
members of the opposition parties. If they bringMard con-
structive suggestions and good ideas, we are @eégargive
them consideration, but members should not asshatethat
means that we are always going to do everythingtexas
they would prefer we would.

As a government, our priorities have to be in fiutig the
commitments we made to Yukoners, the commitmentsute
lined in our 2011 election platform, “Moving ForvaarTo-
gether”. Those commitments we made to voters in20ikl

election will remain our priority, but again, asemphasized,
we’re not going to rule out the possibility of catexring good
suggestions when they come from members of therdliband
ithe NDP. In fact, we have demonstrated that we sufport
those ideas when we believe that they're good idealsmat-
ters that can be dealt with within the context loé govern-
ment’s other commitments.

So again, Mr. Speaker, noting that both with thisdnd
with motions we have made it a practice — and wdlhtinue
to do so — to take opposition motions where we sapport
them as presented and support them in the wordaigthey're
presented in. When we believe that amendments toedu
made, we will propose those amendments and wetnyilto,
when possible, make amendments that we think tesepter
and other members of the Assembly will find acckletaThere
are times when we have philosophical disagreemeiitis

members opposite such as when we have made conmmistme

that conflict with what they would like to see us thut | would
encourage all members of this Assembly to lookofgportuni-
ties to cooperate.

Unfortunately, we have certainly seen at timesrduthis
sitting members jump to the worst assumption abatbier
members and engage in debate that is much moréveetzan
it needs to be to debate that policy question,ulnlip concern,
or public issue, et cetera.

I have just a few points | would make in closingote the
one area that | referred to in the earlier portdmy remarks,
that the only select committee established by aegouent
motion that didn’t reach an outcome was the Selechmittee
on Whistle-blower Protection. Earlier in this sitii | tabled the
motion to establish the committee. As you know,reheas
some debate of that in this Assembly — some o&ry\posi-
tive and some of it not. Concerns were expressdtdointerim
Leader of the Liberal Party. He had concerns rdlabemem-
bership of the committee and did not wish to sit that.
Through conversation and discussion at House Lsadexet-
ings and attempts to collaborate with the Liberattypand ac-
commodate the concerns of the Member for VuntuttGvn
and the interest of the Member for Klondike in wiagkon this
committee, it brought forward the amendment thgave no-
tice of earlier today, which would amend the mersbgr of
that committee, putting the Member for Klondike ianit also
states that if the committee believes it will neach a final

Mreport in time for tabling during the fall 2012tsig of the 3%’
Legislative Assembly, the committee will be reqdir® pre-
sent, to this House, a report on its progress te dad identify
its expected timeline for completion and conclusidra final
report to the Yukon Legislative Assembly.

So | thank the Member for Klondike, in particuléor his
efforts to find a way that their participation cdwe facilitated
and to join in the opportunity to sit on this alirpy committee,
dealing with that important matter. Whistle-blowgotection
is itself, obviously, a distinct policy matter, some ways, from
this current Bill No. 102, but | would point outathboth the
Office of the Ombudsman and whistle-blower protatiprovi-
sions being contemplated are aimed at a similak goaviding
additional protections for individuals who may nesttitional
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assistance understanding and engaging with therigioneant
and understanding their rights and opportunities well as
seeking redress when those rights may be infringgzh or
they may be treated in a way that is inconsisteitit wolicy
standards. Whistle-blower protection, of courserekated to
providing additional protection for those within \g@nment
who may feel a need to report on something wittfeat of
repercussion or reporting in good faith about stinet that
they need to report.

Appropriate protection without creating situatighat can
be misused by someone who is trying to maliciousiyse
problems for employees or others within the systefmpor-
tant in the whistle-blower protection legislatidviuch like the

considered a temporary piece of legislation anddfiiee is
considered a temporary institution.

This will emphasize the fact that it is an offieepiece of
legislation and a process that clearly all Memloérthe Legis-
lative Assembly support, and can stand up and stijpip® con-
tinued effect of the act and the continued abitifythe Om-
budsman'’s office to continue providing service tokgn citi-
zens. With that, | commend this legislation to Hmuse.

Hon. Ms. Taylor: | am very pleased to rise in support
of this amendment. | did not speak to this priar,itsis with
great pleasure that | am able to do so at this.time

As the Member for Lake Laberge has just articulated

Ombudsman Act itself, it is important in these matters that leg-think that it is really important to pay tribute Yéednesdays as

islation be developed carefully, thoughtfully angpeopriately
to balance the protection of the individual, th@apunities of
the individual and the rights of the individual —rdafiguring
out a way to make it work within the overall systeithout
causing undue problem or harm to others.

Again, this being Wednesday, it is the opporturfity
members to bring forward motions and private mesildahs.
| believe the Commissioner is available, should thil pass
the Legislative Assembly, to come and give assenthe
legislation, and | would thank the Clerk’s officerflining that
up. | note as well that while asking the Commissiai® come
and give his assent is a minor matter, comparatiel a bill
being passed in the Assembly, in fact it does reqgthie gov-
ernment to ask the Commissioner to come and gisendsbe-
cause the request cannot be made by members oipticsi-
tion. The Commissioner appears at the requestefytivern-
ment to give assent to bills that have been pabygeithe As-
sembly as requested by the government. We haven,agade
that request and the Commissioner will be here dftesrnoon
and will be asked to grant assent to this legshatassuming it
passes later this afternoon.

So with that | will conclude my remarks. | look feard to
comments from other members and to debate thisnafte in
the Legislative Assembly on the other motions bhadgrward
by opposition private members on this oppositiolivate
member’s day to identify motions.

In conclusion, and in support of this legislatibrwant to
again thank the Member for Riverdale South for dirig for-
ward this amendment. The legislation prior to #aisendment
does allow for the extension of ti@mbudsman Act by a mo-
tion of the Legislative Assembly, but it did requihat be done
every five years and really was a procedural mdttat was
something not necessary. It has value for the iogytaf the
Ombudsman, the Ombudsman’s staff and the Yukoniqukb
remove the sunset clause from the legislation makekear
that the Ombudsman'’s office is, to the best of usidading of
the Legislative Assembly, something that is a perena fix-
ture in Yukon society and the government structareas per-
manent as anything that can be put in place byrgovent or
any Legislative Assembly is. Our structures, ouwstitations,
and our legislation, of course, can be amendedityd legis-
lative assemblies who may see fit to do so, butoréng that
sunset clause does remove the question of whetleeadt is

an opportunity to listen to one another and toately work
together.

| think that the Government of Yukon over the yehas
certainly shown our commitment to working collalioraly in
the House to work on initiatives that are importanyukoners
— at the end of the day, some of which we may @t feoceed
with and some on which we may differ and may noicped. It
is an opportunity to put forth initiatives of impance to not
only our respective constituents, but Yukonersaafjd. Cer-
tainly, when it comes to this particular bill — ahdould like
to start off by thanking the Member for Riverdaleugh for
bringing this bill forward — it of course speaksttte sunset
clause of the act which limits its very existenoefive years
under the Assembly. Of course, when we look backht®
original debate that took place on the floor of thegislature
back in 1995, | believe — when the legislation vimsught
forward at that time, you know there was a greal o¢ inter-
esting debate, | would put it, on the floor from arg the
members. In fact, | can very much appreciate thdedga
thought that went into debating the original intefitthe bill
that established the Office of the Ombudsman.

Now here we are, fast-forward to 2012, and haviegns
the very benefits of having the Office of the Om&ma@n, cou-
pled with that of the subsequent legislation, #oeess to In-
formation and Protection of Privacy Act, it does speak to our
territory and how we continue to evolve as a sgcithen we
look back over recent years — it wasn't that logg,abut with
the implementation of th&mbrella Final Agreement and the
land claim agreements, self-governance continuessédve. |
think it's very important that we reflect upon teosccom-
plishments and that we also reflect upon bodiesirstiutions
such as the Office of the Ombudsman, access toniafion
and protection and privacy, and soon of coursewbiek will
continue seeing to fruition the implementation ohistie-
blower protection as well. | have seen variousustat come
before the Legislature; some have come to fruinod some
have not. But | think when it comes to looking lEistparticular
institution, it has been in effect for a numbereérs.

As the Member for Riverdale South stated, its goaro-
moting fairness, with the ultimate goal of imprayigovern-
ment services on behalf of Yukoners.

As Members of the Legislative Assembly, of coutbere
are times when | have certainly promoted the ush®Office
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of the Ombudsman as another interesting and effedtitia-
tive, in terms of being able to shed light on gongrce and the
programs and services and how, in fact, we candwgour
work as legislators.

| want to say thank you, not only to the currerdividual
holding the role of Ombudsman, Tracy-Anne McPhee, far
her work over the past number of years. Certainkhow she
has worked hard. Her expertise on the legal frontfzer com-
mitment to seeing to fruition changes, not justhwi¢spect to
this particular legislation, but also thecess to Information
and Protection of Privacy Act — many of which we have, in
fact, brought about enhancing the scope of thdientio be
covered under ATIPP, so to speak. Recently, by gbigern-
ment, it has also helped to enhance transparertppenness.
It's an incredible office.

When we also take a look at the role of the curf@mnt-
budsman, | just want to say thank you again toftieher ser-
vice. | also want to congratulate the incoming Odgman,
Timothy Koepke. | think that’'s exciting, as wellygn his past
history and the great amount of professionalisnpeetise and
his experience over the years within the territory.

| want to pay tribute as well to a long-time consnt of
mine in Whitehorse West, Mr. Hank Moorlag. He watually
the first individual to assume the role of the Ounhbman. Mr.
Moorlag and | have had a number of discussions theyears
on his doorstep and in the backyard over his gaotenow we
can further implement changes to legislation swcthis.

Of course, as | mentioned, when that office firatne to
fruition, there was some skepticism perhaps, ansmge of
the legislators, but I think it has worked effeetiz Now, when
we look across the country, most jurisdictions h&lowed
suit as well.

| think it has become a very desirable part of democ-
racy and the way we do business as a governmenioReg
this particular section — section 35, the sunsetisg — fur-
ther demonstrates the continuing commitment of Ltbgisla-
tive Assembly to the very principles of the acts@)| of course,
it has been something that has been in the boaksofoe time,
and again, | just want to thank the Member for Ria¢e South
in bringing that forward.

As | mentioned before, it speaks to how we as @taey
have evolved and it speaks to the permanency obffree and
how very important its continued relevance is idays de-
mocracy. As | mentioned, as an MLA, | have on ommabeen
able to refer to the work of the Yukon Ombudsmancinsti-
tutents to use that office and they certainly have.

To have that as an additional institution of sesvio the
people we serve is of utmost importance in uphgldire prin-
ciples of democracy. | don’'t want to go on at greagth, be-
cause | know that the Member for Lake Laberge Heeady
articulated on the number of different fronts, lmiher than
saying that when it comes to the sunset clausenwigeelook to
other pieces of legislation in play, it's not varfgen that we do
have sunset clauses; rather there are referenqesyitaic re-
views. So | think that again, speaking to how wetitwe to
evolve on the democratic front, this makes it alimomeces-
sary, as has been said in the past, as the Asserablyepeal

the act really at any time, should it determing fhaeed not
continue in force and effect. However, that said, niecognize
the very importance of this legislation, and weogtze the
very importance of this office.

Again, | just want to say thank you to the Ombudsma
those who have held this great role, for their gamdk of pre-
vious years, and certainly, moving into the futareto be sure
there will be future changes that reflect the ongogvolution
of the territory as we continue to find our rightfilace within
our democratic hold within the country of Canada.

Again, thank you to the Member for Riverdale Sofdh
bringing forth this bill, and we certainly look feard to further
debate and discussion on this particular bill, bk forward
to moving it forward.

Hon. Mr. Kent: | rise today as MLA for Riverdale
North to congratulate my colleague from Riverdatut® for
bringing forward this amendment to Bill No. 102also thank
the government officials who prepared the Frenemdiation
and turned that over rather quickly so that we @daring this
bill forward here today and give third and finahdéng, and
hopefully, at some point, royal assent to it beythrad.

So, again, | didn't have the opportunity, like thiénister
of Community Services during first or second regdiof this
bill, to speak to it, so | will take the opportunihow, just as
members of the New Democratic Party — | believey thet a
full roster of speakers up when we were debatirgAtt to
Amend the Liquor Act. | thanked them at that time for their
comments. | believe a number of speakers from tdvermment
side will be addressing Bill No. 102 at third reaglihere, just
as members from the Official Opposition did, asdntioned,
with the Act to Amend the Liquor Act.

Again, | think we have heard it from previous spaak
here today that private member’s bills are indeeakra thing in
our parliamentary system, and it's something that Member
for Riverdale South can be quite proud of movingvérd, as a
very strong accomplishment. With that, | would ald@ to
reference the former Leader of the New DemocradityPand
former Member for Whitehorse Centre, Mr. Todd Hardgd
his work on thesmoke-free Places Act.

I remember at the time of the 2006 general elecliovas
working as the Yukon regional manager for the Cama@an-
cer Society and was contacted by officials and iNardy about
the Smoke-free Places Act.

At the time, most Yukoners will recall that therasva by-
law of the City of Whitehorse — | believe perhape Member
for Riverdale South may have been on city countiemvthat
bylaw came forward, as was my colleague, the Meniber
Porter Creek North. So that was one of the fewrintigins. |
believe there was a modified restriction in Dawstity at the
time that that private member’s bill was being deped.
Again, in discussions with the chief of staff oétNew Democ-
rat Party at the time, | was able to provide supgioough the
chief anti-tobacco advocate for the Canadian CaBSosiety,
Mr. Rob Cunningham. He is based in Ottawa and ey
strong and passionate advocate on behalf of thadizm Can-
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cer Society against tobacco use, because of allobdwous
health problems that tobacco has caused.

Of course, there will be the political aspectsto$ t_egislative
Assembly and the partisan aspects that take platefdr the

I remember being in the gallery on a Wednesday, nomost part, there is a very collegial and coopeestibne to what

unlike the day the Member for Riverdale South idtreed this,
where the Member for Whitehorse Centre introducisdpini-
vate member’s bill, and quickly it garnered suppioom all
sides of the House. | know that from there, the&eCommit-
tee on Smoke-free Places was formed, which incluithed

happens here on the floor of the Assembly. | thtrksome-
thing that is definitely a lot different from thest time | was
here, and | think it's something that members & Hhouse, no
matter which side they sit on, should be very profid

So, again, | extend my congratulations to the Manfibe

Member for Lake Laberge and the Member for VuntutRiverdale South for successfully bringing forwardprvate

Gwitchin and, as well, the late John Edzerza sathah com-
mittee.

I know that through the Canadian Cancer Societyhae
contracted Physicians for a Smoke-free Canada gistasnd
provide technical support to that committee asravelled
throughout the Yukon. | did join in a few venueslam a few
occasions and actually spoke before city counalualprovid-
ing support to additional aspects of what becamgevernment
bill, I believe, but really found its beginningsanprivate mem-
ber’s bill from the Member for Whitehorse Centre.

What we ended up with at the end of the day wasadne
the most progressive smoke-free places acts inctumtry,
including bans on smoking in vehicles with childiemder the
age of 16 and smoking bans around entrances tditgsdl. We
also ended up with one of the largest — if not ldrgest —
tobacco tax increase in Canadian history, as w#sukated to
me by Mr. Cunningham at the time. The private marsill
that was put forward by the Member for Whitehorenite at
the time really turned into something that we camploud of as
Yukoners, and | think is making a difference in thealth and
well-being of Yukon citizens.

I will conclude my comments, because | know theea
number of speakers from this side of the House what to
speak at third reading. | would like to offer myngoatulations
to the Member for Riverdale South. | have enjoyeatking
with her over the past number of months in the tlegire and
outside of the Legislature when we address isstiesnzern to
residents in Riverdale — whether it is working tigb the
Riverdale Community Association or on other aspedien it
comes to her constituents. There was also the iss@hrist
the King Elementary School that was raised prio€Ckoistmas.
Hopefully, we will be able to continue that stromgrking rela-
tionship. We have plans to co-host a constitueranpdque in
Riverdale sometime this summer, | believe. The firse will
be on the Member for Riverdale South’s turf, angbédfally,
the one next year we can move back over to somewndrethe
Riverdale North side of the map. | look forwardthat type of
cooperation and collaboration that exists betweembrers in
this Legislative Assembly.

Again, | just want to speak briefly to what the Memen for
Lake Laberge said. | think it's important that Yuess know
that often the animosity and bad will that getsorégd in local
media about the goings-on and proceedings in tegislature
don’t always reflect the way we do behave and tlablpms
we are able to solve on behalf of our constitueriie sent us
here last fall. Many of them sent us here with &peetation
that we would improve the decorum and the coopmratl
think we have managed to achieve that on a humbiorms.

member’s bill that will hopefully pass this Housewill cer-
tainly have my support, and | know a number ofezdiues on
this side of the House will be supporting it aslwghank you.

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: | rise today as MLA for Moun-
tainview. | am pleased to support Bill No. 102, efhiwe have
in front of us today. | think it is another exampiethe Yukon
Party demonstrating our history of working togetheith
members of this Legislative Assembly. As | have tioered in
the past, while we have committed to deliveringaoplatform
that we ran on and the voters of the Yukon hadbfpmortunity
to make their choice on October 11, 2011, we atdmawl-
edge that we don’t hold a monopoly on good ideas. ake
certainly willing to listen to and entertain idegast come from
wherever — from constituents or certainly from memnsbon
the opposite side of the House. Certainly, the YuRarty gov-
ernment — the 33 Legislative Assembly — as well as previ-
ous Yukon Party governments, collectively, passedrem
unanimous motions on matters of importance to Yeksrby
working collaboratively with members opposite. @atly, just
in the brief time that we have been part of th& Bagislative
Assembly, | note how many unanimous decisions Hzeen
made, how many motions there have been.

The one we're talking about today is an amendmeiite
act, but the appointment of the new Ombudsman, Raepke,
for five years was passed unanimously. Then we ludid,
course, a number of government bills that, obvigusave the
support of all members of this House because therg wassed
unanimously. For example, there was unanimous stipo
the ongoing viability of Air North in terms of theurrent eco-
nomic situation with the introduction of a secorational car-
rier to this marketplace. There was also unaninsugport for
the motion to diversify Yukon’s economy by invesgtim re-
search, innovation and commercialization of coldthate tech-
nology — something that, certainly, this side of tHouse is
very excited about in the context of some of theagrwork
that's there and how it will lead to bringing nemnovative
products to market, which will create more jobs amate op-
portunities for Yukoners.

Motion No. 24 urged the Yukon government to provide
new supports for people looking after sick or disdbfamily
members — again, that passed unanimously. | wardldo
acknowledge the friendly amendments to that mqtiesented
by the NDP.

Motion No. 115, which urged the Yukon government to
continue working with industry, communities andsfEiNations
to promote the Yukon brand as a year-round degtimatvas
passed unanimously, without amendment.
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In Motion No. 162, the Yukon government was urged t

create a tax credit for parents or guardians dficdm involved
in music, arts or tutoring — again, a unanimous iamothat
was passed by everybody, and something that affectaany
working families that are busy trying to juggle figmlife,
work life and involvement as volunteers in the camity, as
so many Yukoners do as well, and the opportunitgreate a
few more dollars in their pocket as a result of thiotion.

Motion No. 163, urging the Government of Canadane
sure that CBC continues to broadcast AM radio aethéh and
English language television within Yukon was anotbeani-
mous motion. We will continue to support and vielist
strongly as an integral part of Canada, where we thess than
one percent of Canada’s population, but northerna@a is
almost 40 percent of the entire country. So hawnbroad-
caster who is mandated to provide a service toegléike this
speaks to me of how vitally important it is.

Of course, along with the private member’s bill,igthl’ll
talk to in a minute, there were a couple of Libarahnimous
motions as well. Motion No. 80 — ensuring propepiemen-
tation of the Nutrition North Canada program. Ciattaon my
trips to Old Crow in the past, walking into therstdo look at
those prices only reaffirms the work that need®édodone to
continue to see that we can provide nutritionaldfab a better
cost.

Motion No. 106 is to develop a comprehensive ptaoft
fer quality training in skills, trades and techrgpoin the
Yukon. Again, it was passed unanimously with a iy
amendment by the NDP. You know, when we look atasibns
and opportunities, | think there is a willingness people to
stand up and rise collectively and have a stromgée.. As
well as these unanimous motions and bills is tbigegnment’s
record of establishing all-party committees of tlegislature to
conduct public consultation on matters that aréyréaportant
to all Yukoners. We have had some discussion onalheady,
such as the anti-smoking legislation, and also umdn rights,
previously on whistle-blower protection, theandlord and
Tenant Act, the safe operations of off-road vehicle use.

Certainly, | would like to also comment on the wlas
blower protection and actually the fact that ourtioro was
amended today by the government, changing the csitigro
of the membership of that committee and puttinthia expec-
tation to complete or to report back before the ehthe fall
sitting and an expected date for completion.

| would also like to just compliment the commiteeed the
Legislative Assembly in terms of their putting fawd Mr. Tim
Koepke as the new Ombudsman, and | forward my etoigr-
tions to him. Mr. Koepke is an individual whom IMeaknown
for many years in this community, and that is howkdnh
works. We tend to know a lot of people. | have Hasl oppor-
tunity to know Tim for a number of years. Tim ip@fessional
engineer. In Canada and British Columbia, he wkmnd sur-
veyor who became a consultant to the federal gowvem on
land claim negotiation starting in 1987. After 2days of asso-
ciation with the Underhill Group of Companies, tlaest 18
were spent as a senior partner.

His consulting activities included land and reseudevel-
opment projects in British Columbia, Yukon and Nwvest
Territories. He has lived in Whitehorse for 42 yeaduring
which time he has served on the boards of Yukoparations,
numerous professional associations and servicenizag#ons.
He has been elected a life member of the AssoaiaifdPro-
fessional Engineers of Yukon and the AssociatioB.af. Land
Surveyors and as an honorary life member of theoéiation
of Canada Land Surveyors, for which he also seagea spe-
cial examiner.

Mr. Koepke has worked with the Government of Canada

as a chief federal negotiator. Since his appointnireri987,
Mr. Koepke has been involved with negotiations floe 11
completed Yukon land claim settlements as well ranst
boundary files in northern British Columbia for tiederal
Treaty Negotiation Office in Vancouver. He has atspre-
sented Canada in negotiations between governmieings,Na-
tions and Athabaska oil-sand producers in an attémpeach
agreement on long-term benefits. Mr. Koepke was dhief
federal negotiator for the Tsawwassen First Natieaty set-
tlement in the Vancouver area that came into efiiecApril

2009. Following the completion of the Tsawwasseatly, Mr.
Koepke was assigned the Namgis First Nation fileha Alert
Bay area of northern Vancouver Island.

I would also like to acknowledge and send out mygrep
ciation for the work that the previous ombudsmeweh@done in
fulfilling their role and obligations in both aspge®f their job,
on the privacy side and as Ombudsman.

As | said, we continue to see opportunities likes tto
work together. We have to make sure that we rertindppo-
sition that while we are willing to do that, we a@mmitted as
a government, as well, to fulfilling the obligatorthat we
made to the people of Yukon and through our platfan the
fall 2011 election. Where we can work together, wilt, but
we need to make sure that cooperation doesn'tapttdr be
interpreted as being that we are willing to impleinthe plat-
form of the NDP. While we can work together, welwdmmit
to working on those things we told Yukoners we wgoeg to
do and, through the process of the election, wévengthe
mandate to do.

I'd just like to summarize by saying what we ardndo
here by removing a sunset clause — and what | thélky
creates certainty for all Yukoners, in terms of deenmitment
to the role of this position in the territory, acdrtainly a com-
mitment to the staff who work there. If you havpragram that
had an opportunity to sunset, that would, of courssate some
apprehension. So | think we certainly have doneraice for
the people who do the good work within that office

I'd like to recognize the Member for Riverdale Sodor
putting this bill forward and the work that she ldame. | also
just want to make a comment about recognizingriipitance
of Wednesdays and what this stands for with theodppity to
get up as MLAs to express our views and opinionshenmo-
tions that are brought forward or the bills thag arought for-
ward to debate on that day. | think it's very horadale and
worthy and a very important part of what we do.
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With that, Mr. Speaker, | would like to conclude me
marks and commend this legislation to the HousanKtyou.

Mr. Hassard: It's an honour and a privilege to rise
today to speak to Bill No. 102, standing in the paai the
Member for Riverdale South. Up for discussion todsyhe
elimination of the sunset clause, section 35, ftbexOmbuds-

whether it be any branch of the government, ohatgolitical
level, or in the bureaucracy. Of course, thereaaraimber of
other methods through which government is held amizble.
They are very important to the system and importartcog-
nize as well. Typically, when we consider governmére bulk
of government is the bureaucracy — the bureau@mats bu-
reaucratic systems that our system employs to neaoaggov-

man Act. In fact the removal of this clause was recommédndeernment.

in the Yukon OmbudsmanSubmission on Amendments to the

We, of course, at the political level, often are ttighlight

Ombudsman Act dated September 24, 2010. The report goes owhen we think of government, but it's importantreamember

to state, “The Office of Ombudsman has become adata
and valued component of the administrative stat€amada
since its introduction in the late 1960's”.

All of the provinces except for Prince Edward Islaand
the two territories, Nunavut and Northwest Teriger have
established an Office of the Ombudsman. After nibhem 40
years of experience, only once in — Newfoundland laabra-
dor — has a provincial government abolished an Qisiman
system, and even there it has since been restQuite hon-
estly, if the House were to ever deem that theshould not
continue in force and effect, it could simply reptdee act at
any time, rendering the sunset clause irrelevantis case.
Further, the ability to review the legislation frdime to time
exists, and other Yukon acts currently in forcetrsoprecedent
for doing so already exists.

This government’s support for the removal of sect8d
further demonstrates its commitment to the prirespbf the
act, the Office of the Ombudsman and the publit ithserves.
I look forward to hearing the comments from oth@mmbers of
the Legislative Assembly today on this matter.

Ms. McLeod: Thanks to the Member for Riverdale
South for this opportunity to work cooperativelygassing this
private member’'s Bill No. 102. Personally, | havet lad a
need to seek the services of the Ombudsman, taut &ppreci-
ate that it is a necessary thing for Yukoners.

| must congratulate the all-party committee onrtlcbibice
on the new Ombudsman. I've had the honour of mgetiith
Mr. Koepke on a number of occasions over the yaatshave
always admired his professionalism and his comigtth peo-
ple. So thanks to all involved with moving this|Hibrward,
and it certainly will have my support.

Hon. Mr. Dixon:
this afternoon in support of this bill from the Mbar for
Riverdale South. It is an interesting one to medarumber of
reasons. First of all, | want to touch a little bit the funda-
mental crux of this bill as it relates to the Omsendin and the
role of the Ombudsman in our political system ama@ur soci-
ety. The Canadian political system and the Westtairs/stem
which we employ is one that has been developed twer
years, and, as my colleague the Member for Pelbutin
noted, the Ombudsman is a development of thatmsyste

that the Ombudsman, in particular, plays a rolmamaging the
power and actions of the bureaucracy and the egtikern-

ment. Given the enormous influence and considenadoheer of

the bureaucratic system in the modern state, dexuiex as a
whole are understandably interested in keepingptii#ic ser-

vice and the government in check.

As | said, there are a number of ways through withet
occurs. Of course, at one level, in the case oftthieon, the
Premier, the ministers and the Cabinet provide lewel of
check on the government, where of course, in ostesy, the
minister gives direction to the public service dras the power
to veto any of its proposals, at least in theorfy.cQurse, the
Premier and Cabinet keep ministers individually dnheck.
There is also the possibility of having membergha public
service oversee other members of the public servVice power
of some bureaucrats is controlled by other buredsdn that
sense, such as the financial control of the ManagerBoard
process in the Department of Finance. So we sdelhokeau-
cratic and political checks throughout governméuit, one of
the very important ones is, of course, the rolthefLegislature
at the provincial or territorial level and the Heusf Commons
at the federal level.

The proposals for raising taxes for the operatioihgov-
ernment are of course subject to legislative debatech is
what members of this House are undertaking througkius
legislative sitting. The process of examining thieldpet and the
estimates therein gives the Legislature an oppiyttio ques-
tion and criticize ministers and, of course, gowneent, about
all aspects of the department and their spendinigpaogram-
ming. So there is that level of accountability tfiatls its gene-
sis in the legislative systems of which we areagiiart.

There is also the judiciary, which is another kafdontrol
on government. The power of courts to overturn slens of

Mr. Speaker, it is a pleasure to rise government officials in regular government deparitags es-

sentially restricted to breaches of the law oraaditaken be-
yond the public servants’ jurisdiction, but there aare cases
outside of that as well.

Then, of course, there is the Ombudsman which,ass h
been noted, has been an evolutionary aspect ofystem that
found its creation in the late 60s, | believe, ome jurisdic-
tions and has now spread across the country. Tikere fed-
eral Ombudsman as yet, but there are a number sifigres
that tend to carry out some of those functions e iw more

The Ombudsman, of course, provides the necessaty ov specific cases.

sight of government and provides an additional layke ac-
countability for government and for the public tavke an ave-
nue for inquest into issues they may have withgibeernment,

| had a conversation with a friend recently whaoegiew-
ing some of our legislative endeavours in the Hdbhiesitting.
My friend noted that we were, to use the memberoejp@'s
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words, “making the Ombudsman a permanent positimd

wondered why that was not a permanent positioretirbwith.

That is a function of the legislative tool of a sehclause. In
my previous studies of legislation and the develephof leg-

islation, | have always taken an interest in thifedént tools
that legislators use to develop legislation. Ins tiparticular
case, the use of a sunset clause was employed.

In the case of th®mbudsman Act, the position of the Om-
budsman has been continually extended upon thdirtienef
the sunset clause coming into effect — actuallg,gbn has not
quite set yet. What we are doing today is removirad sunset
clause.

Sunset clauses are, as | said, an interestingréeafuthe
legislative tool kit that legislators have. | thittke highlight,
when talking about a sunset clause, of course,giglcomes
from theCharter of Rights and Freedoms, which was passed in
1982. Probably the most controversial aspect df@harter is
section 33, which, of course, is better known as“tiotwith-
standing clause”. All legislation in Canada thatdesveloped
under the notwithstanding clause does come witlingiied
sunset clause of five years. It is a controveragect of the

history books, and | know that when it comes twgteé mem-
bers’ bills in Canadian history, the vast majonfythose bills
have been related to changing the name of an edéciding.

So, in the majority of cases throughout historgytlare either
to change the name of an electoral riding or tdgper some
other relatively — | don’t want to say “trivial”,ub less impact-
ful in terms of the government’s operations.

One of the more interesting developments in the afse
private members’ bills was the change in the fddgtanding
Orders in the mid-1980s, which allowed a differpracess to
occur for private members’ bills. Following thahete was a
relatively famous passage of a private memberlsitill 988,
which was an act to regulate smoking in the fedexakplace
and on common carriers, and to amendHheardous Products
Act in relation to cigarette advertising, which todietshort
title of “the Non-Smoker’s Health Act”. It was ptdrward by
Ms. Lynn McDonald who was an NDP Member of Parliaime
She is now a university professor, and not sumglygi an anti-
tobacco activist and is a former member of the ldo&he was
the former president of the National Action Comsstton the

Status of Women and was the Member of Parliament fo

Charter, and it was the subject of much debate at the ttme Broadview-Greenwood from 1982 until 1988. She isvr@

came through.

The Yukon actually has a very interesting histdrenate-
cedent when it comes to the notwithstanding clamsthat the
first usage of the notwithstanding clause — outsii®uebec,
that is — was in fact in the Yukon. The Yukori’and Plan-

professor of sociology at the University of Guelph.

What was interesting about that bill was that itsveapri-
vate member’'s bill from an opposition member, whieth
though it did receive vigorous debate — it wenbtlgh every
step of the procedures for private members’ businasd hav-

ning and Development Act, assented to in 1982 but never pro-ing been duly placed on notice, it was successfuhe draw

claimed into force, included section 39 — that phevisions of
the act relating to the nomination of persons torteenbers of
the land planning board which was established uedetion 3
of that act or land planning committees establisheder sec-
tion 17 by the — at the time was known as the “Giuof
Yukon Indians” — operates notwithstanding the Caaradill
of Rights. Now of course that act was never prootal so it's
perhaps a poor example in the historic record mdke use of
the notwithstanding clause, but nonetheless, ittivadirst and
a small notation for Yukon in the history books pdlitical
scientists.

In this particular case of th®@mbudsman Act, the sunset
clause was employed for reasons that I'm not reaMgre of. |
don’t know why the Legislature of the day thoughivas nec-
essary to include a sunset clause, but we've oblyadecided
today — and | don’t want to prejudge the vote, ibigounds
like we will be unanimously supporting the remowéthe sun-
set clause — to make the Ombudsman a permaneiibposi

One other comment | want to make today regarddattie
that this is actually a private member’s bill amdéed, a pri-
vate member’s bill from an opposition member. |'tdigh-
light enough how interesting that is for someotke line who
has been interested in the study of political smerPrivate
members’ bills throughout the history of our Caradpolitical
system have been very rare. They are particulayg un cases
where the government is in a minority situation asdoe-
holden, to a greater degree than it would be irapority situa-
tion, to cede some ability to put forward legisiatito non-
government members. | was interested to look baek the

for establishing an order of precedence for deldateas cho-
sen as a votable item by the Standing Committeérovate

Members’ Business, was given second reading alfterfdll

five hours of debate allowed, was scrutinized adhefand

amended by a legislative committee, and was finadlgsed by
the House after a further two hours of debate pieiby the
change in rules, which | mentioned eatrlier.

The reason | mentioned that is because it wasdasene
during my undergraduate degree when we were stgdgiis-
lative proceedings and private members’ bills. Thaty of
such a substantial bill being passed by an opposprivate
member was pointed out to me. | highlight that lbieeathis is
what is occurring today in the House, where we teaveppo-
sition private member’s bill being presented to Hwuse un-
dergoing debate currently and which is likely tegpd wanted
to note that | think that it is a tremendous tegtatrio the cur-
rent composition of the House and the current mesytend
their ability to work together to find solutions ¢ballenges that
face all Yukoners.

The ability of members to work with each other insimn-
portant feature, but if we look back over histdtyhas been a
rare feature. | wanted to note the statistic tiates1910, only
235 private members’ bills have been assented tbeirHouse
of Commons. That sounds like a relatively high nemtbut
when you consider the earlier facts | presentetittieamajority
of those were changing the names of electoraliclistor some
of them were indeed private members from the gowernt
side, presenting bills that were obviously suppbrs their
government colleagues.
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So when you consider the number of private memberproaches the Privacy Commissioner, who also happerm

from the opposition side presenting bills and sgeinpport in
the House and ultimately being assented to, thebeums very
small. So | think this is, | guess, my attempt tairo to be a
part of some sort of history, | suppose — that we@assing a
private member’s bill put forward by an oppositiorember,

and seeing unanimous consent of the Legislaturéshywias |

said, is a very rare thing in Canadian politics.

When we consider the list that was put forward dans of
the previous speakers today — the list of the nmstiand mo-
tions from all members of the House that have beeani-
mously supported — 1 think we begin to realize tHaspite
some heated rhetoric we may enjoy from time to tithat we
are a relatively collaborative group and able te sge to eye
— two eye in the Third Party’s case — on issues &na im-
portant to Yukoners.

With that, I'll conclude by saying again that | gapt this
bill and its intent, which is of course to removee tsunset
clause from theOmbudsman Act and, in effect, making the
position of Ombudsman for Yukon a permanent pasitithe
Premier earlier mentioned we will be having a nemhDds-
man and indeed the ceremony — at which | hope ¢onsany
members on Friday — will be happening. | look fordvdo
working with the new Ombudsman — well, not workiwwgh,
but look forward to viewing the work of the new Ouasman
and ensuring that Yukon government is as openramdparent
as is possible. | wish that individual — the new l@dsman —
all the best in his work.

| thank the previous Yukon Ombudsman for her ercell
work over the number of years that she was the @srban
and indeed, all ombudsmen prior to that. | stanbet@orrected
on the gender neutrality of that. | will say | thkaall previous
ombudsmen for their work.

With that, | commend this bill to the House andKdor-
ward to hearing from my colleagues on this topic.

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: | would also like to thank the
Member for Riverdale South for bringing forwardstmotion.
While the Yukon Ombudsman position is typicallyiaterme-
diary between the state and constituent, | wantetoit be

our Yukon Ombudsman. The Privacy Commissioner wevie
requests for information and reviews the informatibat was
gathered, if any, and determines whether or notrtfeemation
should be shown or withheld from the requestor.drtgmtly,
the Privacy Commissioner must ensure that the gyie& indi-
viduals is maintained and so cannot always discéiisef the
information that is requested.

Getting back to the MLAs, who sort of have a jobehi@o,
there is an important synergy that exists betwdenrole of
Privacy Commissioner and the Ombudsman, as mogtigeo
can have their concerns addressed by understatfugngitua-
tion in its entirety. However, if there is someeydus error or
affront that cannot be justified through informatialone, then
requests through the Ombudsman can be initiatetenO1l
imagine, people who are emotionally charged bywegoment
decision immediately turn to the Ombudsman, espgdéfahe
MLA in their own riding is not a member of the gadal party
they support. In these cases, the Ombudsman, ior thisr dual
role of Yukon Ombudsman and Information and Privacy
Commissioner, can start collecting the informatsonthat eve-
ryone can take full stock of the situation and mdvevard
toward a reasonable resolution.

This amendment is being considered at an apprepriat
time, as this coming Friday, the territory will lsevearing in
our new Information and Privacy Commissioner, MimT
Koepke, right here in this Legislature. In closihgyould like
to commend this legislation. | look forward to déistng to
members opposite on Wednesdays and members asidisn
all bills and motions that we debate. Thank you.

Speaker: If the member now speaks, she will close
debate. Does any other member wish to be heard?

Ms. Stick: I look forward to passing this Bill No. 102.
| want to thank everyone for their comments.

I do want to clarify, however, one point that waade ear-
lier and add some information.

Mr. Moorlag was indeed the first Yukon-appointed -Om
budsman, but we did have the privilege of havingéjalJohn-

known, forHansard purposes for those people who do read itson, the Alberta Ombudsman, oversee the settingf @pnew

that each MLA also performs that role. | want afiyry con-
stituents who may be listening to know that | hawe open-
door policy and I'm willing to look into issues thaoncern
them. We’'ll get to this a little bit later.

As the Ombudsman in our territory shares the positi
with the Privacy Commissioner, | want to take a reainto
discuss the role of the Privacy Commissioner and lins
complements the role of the Ombudsman.

The Information and Privacy Commissioner is charged

with ruling on ATIPP — theé\ccess to Information and Protec-

tion of Privacy Act. When a member of the public wants to

know something about the government and that inébion is
not readily available, they can make a requeseéotkat infor-
mation from the department that houses it. In nwases, the
department can provide the information. In somesgathey
cannot, and the person seeking the informationcétyi ap-

office, the hiring of the Ombudsman’s first investiions of the
Yukon Ombudsman'’s office.

Mr. Johnson also produced the first Yukon Ombudsman
annual report from July 1, 1996 to December 31612®ain,
I'd like to thank all members on both sides of tHeuse for
their support of this bill. | look forward to thete.

Speaker:  Are you prepared for the question?
Some Hon. Members:  Division.

Division

Speaker:  Division has been called.
Bells
Speaker:  Mr. Clerk, please poll the House.

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: Agree.
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Hon. Mr. Cathers: Agree. THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon te de
Hon. Ms. Taylor: Agree. velop and introduce a homeowner protection act ithadtides
Hon. Mr. Graham: Agree. mandatory licensing for home builders and contrscemd an
Hon. Mr. Kent: Agree. effective warranty program for new home constructend
Hon. Mr. Nixon: Agree. home renovations.

Ms. McLeod: Agree. Yukon New Democrats have been pushing for the Yukon
Hon. Mr. Istchenko: Agree. Party government to bring forth homeowner protectsince
Hon. Mr. Dixon: Agree. 2006. We had hoped we would get more headway with t
Mr. Hassard: Agree. government on this file with my predecessors, Tbhidddy and
Ms. Hanson: Agree. Steve Cardiff, but the responses in Question Pdoddy did
Mr. Tredger: Agree. not sound too promising; hopefully, | will be praverrong as
Ms. Moorcroft: Agree. we move forward today.

Ms. White: Agree. The government basically said that it's up to tlunb-
Ms. Stick: Agree. owner to select a builder that participates in arardy pro-
Mr. Barr: Agree. gram. Buy through a real estate agent and getspeator. The
Mr. Elias: Agree. government then talked about everything being fifleere is
Mr. Silver: Agree. no need to regulate and legislate — a what-the-etawkI-

Clerk: Mr. Speaker, the results are 18 yea, nil nay.  bear approach. That's too bad. | hoped we had méoredard
Speaker:  The yeas have. | declare the motion carried. on this file, but it sounds like déja vu all overain, from when

Moation for third reading of Bill No. 102 agreed to my predecessors, Todd Hardy and Steve Cardiff, Hodigr
Speaker: | declare that Bill No. 102 has passed thishomeowner protection.
House. Todd and Steve spoke a great deal about this iasuggth

We are now prepared to receive the Commissioner oforked in the skilled trades and saw the good bt and the
Yukon, in his capacity as Lieutenant Governor, iegassent ugly in home construction. They saw home buyersinginto
to the bills which have passed this House. new homes or people getting expensive renovationstlaen

having problems like leaky roofs, crawlspaces dillgith wa-

Commissioner Phillips enters the Chamber, announced by  ter, doors installed improperly, no insulation afedindation

the Sergeant-at-Arms problems. When they went to find the builder to tpet prob-
lems corrected, they were gone.

ASSENT TO BILLS Back in 2006, Todd spoke about the building boorthef

Commissioner:  Please be seated. 1970s and about how he made an income for years) dick

and repairing the mistakes — stripping walls that lwater
Speaker.  Mr. Commissioner, the Assembly has, at itspouring down on the inside and mould on the bott@ntacing
present session, passed certain bills to whictihhénname and cold walls because they didn't put insulation ie talls; va-

on behalf of the Assembly, | respectfully requestryassent. pour barriers that were two-ply, instead of six-plynot even
Clerk: Third Appropriation Act, 2011-12; Act to  attached and sealed off properly; roofs that leaketing that
Amend the Ombudsman Act. fell off and doors that didn’t close properly.
Commissioner: | hereby assent to the bills as enumer-  The way it works in Yukon is that problems with the
ated by the Clerk. home’s construction generally falls to the homeowitehits
their pocketbook, and maybe their health, with éssuike
Commissioner |eaves the Chamber mould. That's a bit of history.
Today, in 2012, we're in the midst of a profoundisiong
Speaker: | will now call the House to order. crisis. There is a rush on. Condos are poppingnabngw sub-

divisions are being planned. We have heard condeons the
MOTIONS OTHER THAN GOVERNMENT MOTIONS home-buying public and from reputable builders that situa-

Motion No. 175 tion in the past that Todd spoke of could very vbellrepeating

Clerk: Motion No. 175, standing in the name of Mr. itself today. o _
Barr. Our motion is a step to avoid history repeatinglitsThe

Speaker: Itis moved by the Member for Mount Lorne- Yukon Bureau of Statistics says that the averagglesifamily
Southern Lakes home in Whitehorse sold for $432,600 in the fouytiarter of
THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon te de2011. In 2007, it was under $300,000. This is aswasin-
velop and introduce a homeowner protection act ithdtides ~ €rease. Buying a hon'1e amounts to the single masorirant
mandatory licensing for home builders and contmacemd an Purchase in a person’s life, and the share of theséhold in-

effective warranty program for new home constructand ~COMe going to housing — to rent or pay the mortgaggrows
home renovations. larger during this housing crisis.

We think there is a role for the Yukon governmenirt-
Mr. Barr: Motion No. 175: troduce rules that would protect Yukoners’ mostuaale in-
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vestment, which is their home. Our motion callstbe Gov-
ernment of Yukon to introduce homeowner protectayisla-

tion. The content of such legislation should inéudut not be
limited to only include: mandatory licensing forrhe builders
and contractors; and warranty program for new hoorestruc-
tion or big renovations. Such legislation would deveral
things. It would protect the reputations of goodldmrs and
contractors, whose industry suffers when fly-byktigontrac-
tors build bad buildings. There is a saying in Yheon that if

you have a hammer and a pickup, you can be a abotrd

was speaking with a contractor today who was satfiag he
knows of persons who are doing just that. They'ad Bome
experience, and they are putting themselves uhiferto build

your house and they have never built a house hefore that's
the truth, because there’s no licensing programhéone con-
struction. A homeowner protection act will protebe con-
sumer who discovers that the newly constructed hormmeajor
reno job has major problems, say, a leaky roof raccked
foundation that appears a year down the road.

As it stands, the general recourse is through thets.
This is time-consuming, costly and the onus istenwictim to
show how they have been wronged. Warranties flip ¢timus
on the licensed contractor, whose registration amdranty
program is mandatory, but is still expected to predwork to
a certain quality. It provides an expectation thatew home-
owner should be purchasing a home without any mstjorc-
tural damage and in the event a problem is diseoyehe war-
ranty program steps up, gets the contractor tdahféx problem
or hires another contractor and it is the warrgggram that
seeks repayment from the negligent, shoddy cowtrabiffer-
ent warranty programs offer different guarantebthd Yukon
is to move forward with this file, it would need talk to the
public home builders, look at other programs ane wahat
works.

| want to give some information about what otheisyic-
tions have done. Home builders in British Columaiel Que-
bec must be licensed. In B.C., the homeowner ptioteoffice
maintains a registry of licensed companies.

Once you purchase your home, you receive a nunizer a

then you are able to go shop around to differestiriance
companies. That is also good for 10 years, becahse they
were seeing was that people get a number and three sf
these companies would just close up shop and moue the
next place. So, this is a guarantee for 10 yeaits yagur num-
ber. In Quebec, it is the Régie du batiment du @uébat is in
charge there. Third party warranty is mandatoryQuebec,
Ontario and British Columbia. In other provincessibptional,
though, according to CMHC — Canada Mortgage andshayu
Corporation — most builders provide a third pargrinty on
their homes to ensure the greatest protectionhieir tustom-
ers. My understanding is that some Yukon buildexgehpar-
ticipated in the B.C. warranty program from timetitne. The
argument is simple: first, there is a need; secotitr jurisdic-
tions have such rules and they work; and thirdretli® general
support by the home-buying public and reputabldédeus here
in the Yukon. Discussions with home builders: wiked to
several long-term home builders; they all agreepiimciple

with the idea of a homeowner protection act. Onil st
wouldn’t hurt industry to have a standard warraftyat way,
there would be a baseline to measure from.

The warranty should be developed with and vettednby
dustry, including architects, engineers, realtdmsilders and
Yukon Housing Corporation. But the warranty shoalso be
developed with the input of a third party representthe
buyer’'s interest. Builders we spoke to have beldnigpewar-
ranty programs in the past — some in B.C. and sim&l-
berta. One builder reported the program requiretification
and fees and eventually went broke. So whetherYihieon
partners with another jurisdiction is an importgoestion. Dif-
ferent builders have different warranties in theitery. They
are not all the same. Some are pretty low in thensidment
level in that they include clauses that either tega defer
responsibility and refer in a non-specific way thavis normal
for industry.

Builders have said that five-year warranties neeprotect
the buyer and they need to be enforceable. Agairasl speak-
ing earlier to a contractor today, and most bugdeday will
have a warranty that they'll come and offer or h&we buyer
sign.

It's of their own initiative that they do this. there is an
disreputable person, the onus is left on the bugéditigate,
which after having spent — with today’s prices —-thht in-
vestment, they are left with the repairs or cokthal fees that
they just don't have at the time. It's an awfulndp when |
think of it, as a first buyer. Their dream is toylauhome — it's
their first time — and then they are left holditg tbag.

Builders we spoke to believe there are some godd<m
the territory that ensure some quality, like therégase to R28
for residential buildings. | believe in other judistions it's
R20, so there are good things going on in the Yulkdso, the
blow-door test, which leads to the next part — thith the
other issues of good things going on here, it ldadsore pa-
perwork for the builders. There are builders whendrthrilled
to have more paperwork, so it should be clear wbesdhe
paperwork and what the costs are.

It may cost $4,000 to $5,000 to insure the buiklevbrk.
Having a homeowner warranty will impact the banksl an-
surance companies. It will make financial instias feel more
secure about the product they are financing orringu

Ill just touch on this aspect briefly. | know tleeis a ques-
tion of cost of a warranty program and that itilely to be
added to the cost of the home. We would want tceereawis-
cussion with the public and the builders on thigeas — the
financial side of the issue.

| do think people who end up paying $10,000, $20,60
maybe $50,000 to repair something in their reldyiveew
house would likely wish they had some form of watyapro-
tection. Builders | talked to said legislation ipmactical solu-
tion. It sets one standard for all and does noteddpn being
managed by a professional association. Builderd thesy are
aware of fly-by-night operations, especially in botimes, as
we are in today, when the poor work of some buddains the
reputations of all.
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In drafting such legislation, the Yukon governmemtuld
likely draw on the experience of other jurisdicgoand con-
vene a public consultation that would involve beitsland con-
tractors and the home-owning public.

We really think that the public and builders needbe
front and centre in terms of creating effective leomner pro-
tection rules. We are curious to hear what othenbrezs think
about the motion, and we would certainly welcomeeati
ments from the government if it means we are ablenbve
forward with the public discussion about homeowpsstec-
tion. We think that mandatory warranty programs arehda-
tory licensing of home builders are two measures tould
improve homeowner protection. The public should ehav
chance to discuss the issue and provide commeth® ifov-
ernment agrees that drafting new rules to protectdowners
is important.

With that, | would encourage further discussiorttia and
hope we could go forward with this motion. Thankuydr.
Speaker.

Hon. Ms. Taylor: First of all, | would like to thank
the member opposite for bringing forth this motiand thank
him for his insight and for elaborating on thidtiative.

Certainly, it’'s not the first time that it has coreethe floor
of the Legislature and that is very much recognizedact, |
was just going back itlansard in 2007 in June — why we
were sitting in June, | will never know, but we wel was just
reflecting on a rather lengthy debate that toolcglhetween
members opposite and it did bring back a wholefahterest-
ing comments and a lot of insight that still remagry rele-
vant. | hope to be able to outline and elaboratesame of
those very arguments that were put forth by theipts Mem-
ber for Porter Creek North.

| think of Question Period earlier today when thenmer
opposite raised a question pertaining to the gowent's
commitment on developing a home protection actagaklop-
ing mandatory licensing for home builders and sthfd think
that, as my colleague for Yukon Housing Corporatitinded
to, in the Yukon we have a number of mechanismsdhan
favour of home protection, and certainly, as | rrered earlier
today, the protection of Yukon homeowners’ invesitna
their homes is important to the Yukon government i very
important to the Department of Community Services.

In fact, | know that the department works diliggnths
does Yukon Housing Corporation, to ensure thatNagonal
Building Code, for example, is followed for all vkoconducted
under respective valid building permits.

As | alluded to earlier, just as a case in poiotneet the
National Building Code, there are a number of ictipas re-
quired by qualified building inspectors, whethereythare
housed within the Department of Community Servieeghe
building standards or building inspections branclorthe City
of Whitehorse for which that function has been desd for
quite some time.

In fact, every new home does receive between,raeri-
tioned earlier, five and eight inspections. Thagsy important
to note. Renovations and repairs to existing hoaresalso

likewise inspected by the Yukon government andierGity of
Whitehorse’s very qualified building inspectors whihe re-
quired permits are put in place.

We are indeed very fortunate to have a skilledding in-
dustry, as | mentioned earlier, as well. Of course just have
to look to a number of various examples over tharyavhen
those building practices have been showcased &r gifwrts of
the country and certainly worldwide, when it conr@@romot-
ing qualified and experienced tradespeople and hiomilders
within the country and beyond.

I think the member opposite raised a number of@sting
points, in terms of options available, and I'll geto that here
as well. Currently, homeowners do have the optibhawving
the owner and the builder resolve the matter eithesugh
mediation or through the courts, of course. It'soption that is
generally unavailable under a new home warrantygnam
elsewhere in the country. I'll get into what is teémly the case
in other jurisdictions.

The member opposite just touched upon a numbex-of e
amples where, in fact, there is a required warrgmggram,
and licensure of builders.

But | want to touch upon other jurisdictions thand have
those requirements and, in fact, are voluntary ey home-
owner — voluntary by the home builder — and thegmsé¢o be
also working well. We need to ensure that when peak to
this issue, we speak to all jurisdictions and nst p number.

The member opposite raised a whole number of points

and | am not even sure where to get into thisgil into that a
little bit later on. When you talk about the costsonstruction,
we know that some home warranty programs in otharipces
— such as what the member opposite talked abouerainly

have added to the cost of construction, leadingetquiring

home builders to waive their right to deal with thalder di-

rectly. It can require regulatory, heavy buildertifieation and

may only cover a portion of the actual value obanke.

It is important to note that many new homes comstadiin
the territory already come with an individual homvarranty
provided by the builder or the developer. It isaluvalid for
a period of one year after the completion of thiédding, but |
recognize that that is not all the cases.

When my husband and | had purchased our home, there

wasn’t a home warranty program, but rest assurgdather at

the time was a skilled building contractor for 40re years. Of
course, it is always “buyer beware” and we took $keps to
ensure that a complete, thorough, home inspectias under-
taken before we purchased our home. We lookedeahigtory

of the home; looked at what permits were pulledikéd at

how the home evolved from finish to end; lookethére were
any problems that were flagged by the City of Wnitese —

certainly with the land itself. To this day, weeastill in the

same home, some 15 years later almost, and we He/&o

problems whatsoever, knock on wood. Of course,egegnize
that is not always the case and we recognize lilea¢ tare other
steps — other than those being offered by the hiomider —

that are available as mechanisms to address adiad pro-

tection for the consumer.
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As we have stated on a number of occasions, theGev
ment of Yukon — this current administration — suppdhe
desire of Yukoners to be independent.

We understand that part of that independence islfiigy
and the right to construct homes in accordance peétimitting
and National Safety Code requirements, of coursd, men-
tioned earlier today.

| think one has to reflect on the fact that if #rgire build-
ing industry were to require a territory-wide ckcttion, for
example, which is often part of a home warrantygpaim, this
option may no longer be available because onlyfigettbuild-
ers could work in the industry. As | said earlibuilding in-
spection services are provided by not only my Depant of
Community Services, but by the City of Whitehoree liome-
owners undertaking home construction and renovatishen
the required permits are in place.

| just wanted to say, interestingly enough, thaewh take
a look at statistics just for the previous yearl 202 — when
we look at our own Building Safety branch housethimi the
Department of Community Services — our program cbje
is to support, to administer, and to enforce boigliplumbing,
electrical and mechanical standards in conjunatitth review-
ing development permits and maintaining a buildimigrma-
tion repository.

The Building Safety branch issues permits and tesn
and performs inspections under a number of statinelsiding
the Building Sandards Act, Electrical Protection Act, Gas
Burning Devices Act, Boiler and Pressure Vessels Act, Elevator
and Fixed Conveyances Act, andArea Devel opment Act.

| should also point out that the branch does atgodaof
providing advice for the public, as well as the stonction in-
dustry, regarding requirements and the interpiatif those
respective acts and the regulations that fall utidese acts. It
also provides building file information for the Egand bank-
ing community as well. As | mentioned, having hhd bppor-
tunity to meet and talk with our building inspecavithin the
branch — of which we have a number — | believe tHeya
great job of administering a broad range of theriging and
regulatory services by developing common inspecttam-
dards for Yukon government building inspectors.

We work with the City of Whitehorse to develop sthr
inspection standards. | know that some of my cglles will
be speaking to that later on as well. Also, theykweery dili-
gently in preparing and implementing a record saledeep-
ing track of all the work that is done by the hoimglding
community. In fact, in this year's budget we arerently
working on an electronic-permit inspection systevhjch we
are certainly looking forward to being implemenszbn. That
will also further improve program delivery and seevto our
respective clients, being homeowners and/or honikldya
themselves.

When we look at last year — last fiscal year alenghe
actual branch completed some 4,482 inspectiondddding,
plumbing, development, electrical, gas and boilet pressure
vessels. Likewise, there were well over 3,500 perrissued
under the respective statutes. There were also260 build-
ing file information requests that were completedlégal pur-

poses. So, a great deal of work is done in the simopis cer-
tainly applied to the inspector’s ability and theiork with the
City of Whitehorse to undertake their work in thanme of
building safety.

As | mentioned earlier, we do have a number ofecsprs
within the Department of Community Services. Weualty
have three units within the Building Safety branefich headed
by a chief inspector under the guise of buildingpiections,
mechanical inspections and electrical inspectiddailding
Safety, as | mentioned, inspects construction eexkes-related
activities to ensure that sustainable structurekiastallations
are completed, and that safety codes are, in &hered to
during the course of building, and that the inatadh meets the
national standards. The unit also issues a vaoiepermits and
licences under the various statutes that | havénedt for the
member opposite earlier — to support actual devetog, the
building, the plumbing, the electrical, and so liofThe inspec-
tors review plans for new constructions; they perfonspec-
tions and issue permits throughout the territorigh whe excep-
tion of Whitehorse, as | mentioned earlier as welkctrical
inspectors, likewise, review plans for electricaktallations
while mechanical inspectors review plans for bsileevators
and gas installations.

We made reference earlier to the formation of tloeking
group as a result of Yukon Housing Corporation wvrggkwith
the Department of Community Services, which britagether
industry expertise and community representativesiicg up
with an action plan that will address the statusibfired ap-
pliances and oil tank safety in Yukon. So that wisrlalso go-
ing on. We know there was consultation undertakdselieve
it has closed, if I'm not mistaken, and we lookward to re-
ceiving steps that will complete the action planifoplementa-
tion later on this year.

We very much thank the multi-stakeholder workingugy
for contributing to this very important issue. ldsother initia-
tive that we’re certainly looking at in terms ofiloing on the
regulatory changes that were brought into effe@0f0, which
require permits to be taken out, in terms of wheard is a new
appliance installed or receiving modifications. éwkise, it will
also build on the public education that continuesbé pro-
moted on the safe operation of oil-fired applian@swell as
oil tank safety in the territory. Of course, it héllso build on
training initiatives undertaken by the Yukon Howgsi@orpora-
tion, which is fundamental.

| think it's really important to talk about this gernment’s
mandate. | know that member opposite spoke quiquently
about the previous members’ passion for this isswkalso the
attempts to move this file forward. I'm pretty sutavas even
outlined in the New Democratic Party’s electiontfuen as
well. | think that’s important to note.

Likewise, it was in the Yukon Party election platfoon
which we were elected to form government and toegown
behalf of Yukon citizens. A number of commitmentsre out-
lined in our platform that we are committed to dpsnd peo-
ple are going to hold our feet to the fire to coetelthem. So,
certainly, you know we very much appreciate ideandp
brought forward — as | mentioned earlier — somewbich
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will be carried forward, some of which may not lzered for-
ward right at this particular time. This governmenes have a
very important mandate of making land available praviding
housing. The member opposite made reference thdhsing
crisis that is currently underway. | just want tidahat we very
much recognize the demands upon the industry teiggonore
homes and to provide more rental properties. &'s aesult of
the government working in partnership with Firsttisia gov-
ernments, working in partnership with municipal gmwments,
the private sector and many others to revitalize Yukon
economy. That certainly is not what it was abouty&érs ago,
and before that as well.

Our government did take great pride in providingimate
that was conducive to the growth of the privatetareand |
believe we've been able to fuel that sector by $tivg in in-
vestments that support the growth of the econoraywi®en we
talk about home building, we also have to take ak lat the
mandate to provide lots for residential, for comaomedr for
industrial purposes, and not only within the Cifyhitehorse,
but within every community. | can say that the Goweent of
Yukon is, in fact, doing that.

There has been a lot of debate on the floor ofLtgisla-
ture in terms of steps that the government is uallgrg to do
just that. We are making land available throughbatterritory
and, in fact, we have about $35 million availaligtis year's
budget for land. We are working with municipal goveents,
our First Nation governments, and certainly thevgie sector,
as we’ve seen with the recent lot in the City ofiiatmorse be-
ing made available for rental purposes. As the $farirespon-
sible for the Yukon Housing Corporation has alrestdyed, we
are working on a whole host of housing initiativaaging from
emergency shelters to transitional housing, supmohousing,
social housing, and working with the private sedtmrmake
more rental properties available — to home ownergtkelf by
the very right of making more land available.

| am very pleased to see that work continue unbier t
Yukon Party government. We know that there are nargl-
lenges before us as our population continues tw,gamd we
need housing for young individuals, for seniors tordamilies
who are challenged to meet their housing needs.awWecer-
tainly working on that.

As | mentioned earlier with respect to land avaligh we
have developments that include planning and coctsbru of
residential lots within the communities of CarmackRsawson
City, Mayo, Watson Lake, Whitehorse, and rest assuhere
will be more to come as well. In Whitehorse, | aenywpleased
that work continues on the Whistle Bend subdivisie have
more than $25 million allocated for surface ug#ito bring
phase 1 to market this fall, and that too will teso more
added options.

Likewise, in my own riding, there’s the new Ingraurodi-
vision. | encourage all members to take a driveugh the
Ingram subdivision, because it is very impressindeed. |
have to congratulate the City of Whitehorse foiirtfi@resight
and their forward vision in terms of providing apts. It's
really the city’s first concerted effort to look htgh-density
housing. It's certainly not for everyone, and | ggmpate that,

but the city through their official community plamd through
their strategic planning sessions, recognize, tike Yukon
government, the need to make more housing opticatahle
and certainly to lower that price of housing. Soatvis also
required is the need to come up with a number abua op-
tions — higher-density housing — for which there duplexes
and triplexes.

In fact, my colleague from Yukon Housing Corporatio
and | not long ago announced new land to be madiable to
Habitat for Humanity. One such lot was made avélab the
Ingram subdivision and is coming along very wefls Bn ex-
cellent initiative and to be sure we are also cotteaito pro-
viding additional land in each of the phases planf@ the
Whistle Bend build-out.

As | mentioned, in Whistle Bend alone, we will saen-
tually 199 single-family lots, 32 duplexes, 17 nédmily lots
and 48 town home lots — so very substantive — &odd, of
course, will be coming to fruition by the end ofl30

That, added to all of the other lots being madelabiz,
means we're looking at approximately 300 developesiden-
tial lots to help meet some of the strong demamddéusing as
a result of Yukon’s expanding economy.

In addition to that, this government, in our maedat in
our platform that we were recently re-elected ormaee refer-
ence to that as part of the housing picture, irtaadto build-
ing on the housing initiatives that the Yukon Pagbwernment
invested in previous years — over $100 million iaggfrom
family, mixed residential properties in Riverdated six-plex
up in the Ingram subdivision, Habitat for Humanity.

There are seniors complexes that were construgbedt u
Yukon College complex. There have been seniorditfasi
built throughout the territory. There have also rbémusing
initiatives — the replacement of the Korbo Apartitsehuild-
ing, for example, in Dawson. These are all greangles of
the Yukon government and really giving great creditthe
Yukon Housing Corporation, working in partnershigghathe
Government of Canada to collaborate and ensurentbatere
able to expand and we were able to invest in iivga as
quickly as we were able to when those dollars ctmfeuition
and we were able to partner, leveraging our investm as
well. There is a whole suite of initiatives undiee tDepartment
of Health and Social Services, working from thensitional
end to the emergency shelter, second-stage howsiit will
ultimately see a $4.5-million investment in the elepment of
the second-stage housing in collaboration with IKaes
Place, the Yukon Women'’s Transition Home Society.

That's another example of what we're able to do mhe
we’re able to partner with other organizations,hsas that. We
certainly support that project, and we certainlynaeend the
work of the society and look forward to seeing thtcome as
well.

So building on that work, the government also cottedi
to building on the recommendations of the Selean@iitee
on theLandlord and Tenant Act — a review that was under-
taken by the previous Assembly and one that re$uhiea
number of recommendations for moving forward. Agairat
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was outlined in our party platform, and it's oneatttwe are
working on.

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

Point of order
Speaker:
of order.
Ms. Hanson:
10 minutes speaking on matters — 19(b) — other tthen
guestion under discussion. The motion today is d@anao
introduce a homeowner protection act. At leastiaise 10 min-
utes have had nothing to do with homeowners’ ptutec It
has been a litany — a reiteration of the Yukon yplatform.
Speaker:  Hon. Premier, on the point of order.
Hon. Mr. Pasloski: On the point of order, we just had
this discussion only a few days ago about this wame, sup-
posed point of order.

Leader of the Official Opposition, on a point

Speaker’s ruling
Speaker:
had a ruling earlier. | encourage the member tagoif back
around to the subject at hand. I'm sure she’s mgtthere.

There is no point of order at this time.

Hon. Ms. Taylor: Before | was interrupted, | was
speaking to a number of our commitments, in terfwiaging
the issue to the home protection act. | thinkvesy important
to provide that added context, in terms of puttiogh priori-
ties. There is an act that has been put forwarareethe
Legislature for consideration — a concept that matshad one
ounce of discussion with perhaps the Yukon homé&dérs or
realtors associations or perhaps with the Yukonlipuihe
member opposite made reference to a need for datisul to
see if it's even worth putting forward at this time

It's very difficult to respond to an initiative sicas this
without having the benefit of hearing directly fratmose re-
spective stakeholders. That said, | also put fodwfr the
members opposite a humber of initiatives that theeghment
is very much committed to and actually was eled¢tedo on
behalf of Yukon citizens, which include working tme work
of the Select Committee on theandlord and Tenant Act. |
think that it is very important when it comes tokimg housing
options available for Yukoners’ consideration, pdavg af-
fordable and available housing options. That is twlkia are
working on. The Department of Community Services heen
tasked to review the work of the select committed # cer-
tainly build on that work by forming —

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

Point of order
Speaker:  Minister of Justice, on a point of order.
Hon. Mr. Nixon: The Leader of the Official Opposi-
tion is using foul language in the Legislature @spect to the
member on this side’s speech and | personally ifinery of-
fensive in this respectful place.

Speaker’s ruling

Speaker: | don't believe there is any point of order.
never heard anything. It was a conversation orother side. |
ask the member to carry on, please.

Hon. Ms. Taylor: Mr. Speaker, as | was just saying,
have spoken about theandlord and Tenant Act and how that

The member opposite has spent the lasfs \ery important for providing that clear legarinework that

provides that balance between Yukon tenants ardideds for
promoting a healthy rental market, the need forclwhire con-
tinue to hear from members opposite. That is ndy dmal-

anced, but is in line with best practices from asrthe country.
That work is underway as well.

Likewise, under the leadership of the Minister ostice,
we've also committed to looking at theand Titles Act, the
Condominium Act and in fact, amendments that were tabled in
the Legislature earlier, back in March. We're loukiat ways
of decreasing the time it takes to register documém the

I'm sure we have all had this discussion ang-@nd Titles Act, removing barriers to development in the terri-

tory. It reflects upon our commitment to enhanaeltnd titles
system in the territory. That work is currently enday.

We appointed a land titles inspector for prepatimg rec-
ommendations for improvements to business processg$or
identifying further areas for modernization andodsgislative
changes.

| just want to make reference to a couple of thueicu-
lar examples just to demonstrate, when it comesutopriori-
ties and making land available and certainly aditgeto our
fiduciary obligations in providing home protectiome are do-
ing this on many different fronts. Simply to puttfo land is
one step, it's another to actually implement andewgelop and
build that home. As | mentioned earlier, there ameumber of
mechanisms that we currently have in place underdghder-
ship of the Department of Community Services ad aglthe
Yukon Housing Corporation, which we’ll soon getarats well.
There is a whole host of other jurisdictions in toeintry that
offer home builder, third party warranties mandaterbugh
legislation. | think the member opposite made egiee to
other jurisdictions such as British Columbia, Oitaand Que-
bec, where in fact builders are required to provics.

Without going into that specifically, | also wantedmen-
tion that there are also other jurisdictions sush Adberta,
Manitoba and Saskatchewan where primarily, theyehaxail-
able home warranty programs by the home buildedsistry
itself, which provides a package of warranty protes and
encourages improved performance for new home Imgjldn
the industry they serve.

So there are a number of examples — and | knowthteat
minister responsible for Yukon Housing Corporatwanted to
add to that debate in terms of providing other ampi— but
certainly looking upon the various jurisdictions whether it's
through non-profit organizations, looking at ensgriyour new
home is free of defects in materials and also tbekmanship
for the first year of taking possession and sohfofthere are
options such as the case in Manitoba.

Saskatchewan also provides a program that has ibeen
place since 1976 and, likewise, it is also incoaped as a pri-



April 25, 2012

HANSARD

933

vate, non-profit corporation. It's governed by ab of direc-
tors and certainly is not delivered by way of thev&nment of
Saskatchewan. In the Atlantic region, likewisepastablished
back in 1976, there was also an association —i¢welt's the
Atlantic chapter of the Canadian Home Builders Asstion —

again another example of a private, not-for-profijanization
comprised of hundreds of builder members led byard of

directors independent of government, again progidirew

home buyers with third party warranty through indal home
builder members as well.

I know this discussion took place similarly back2@07,
but it does come down to how we wish for protedioo be
afforded to homeowners. | suppose it comes dowhnote, in
fact, we see the way to solving a problem wherfaat, there
may be other ways of doing such. The member oppspibke
to a program that could, in fact, be delivered tigto the Gov-
ernment of Yukon — I'm thinking through the Depaetnt of
Community Services or Yukon Housing Corporation hatt
would be housed within an agency — | am gathersghie
vision from the members opposite — putting forthnatatory
licensure of home builders and then offering a sty pro-
gram.

As we know, there are many other options: buyerdsew
there are other not-for-profit organizations widparate boards
of directors; there are examples of mandatory Soem and
mandatory programs made available through ageraseare
housed within, looking to the examples of Quebeat @ntario,
for example.

The member opposite made reference to adding todsite
of actually building a home and renovating thattipatar
home. Again, that is something that this governniexg been
very astute about, looking to deliver affordableusiog op-
tions, and certainly we recognize the state ofébenomy as
we know it today. We recognize the huge demandéursing
as it stands today and we are working on a numbéifferent
options, as | referenced earlier.

We also recognize that when it comes to paperworthe—
member opposite made reference to the word “papé&iwe |
very much appreciate that and so do the home bgildieem-
selves and so do government workers as well.

The onus would be on who would provide that extaa p
perwork. Would it be within the Government of Yukwrith
additional individuals needing to be hired? How Wioyou
inspect? Who would administer the agency and siv?ofhat
said, it does come down to the way that the membgpesite
view delivering the program compared to the wayt tthe
Government of Yukon is looking at delivering hometpc-
tion.

| just outlined some of the services that are neadglable
through the City of Whitehorse and through the Yulgov-
ernment. We very much appreciate their work. Weogaize
that there are third party home warranty compawiés elabo-
rate — in fact, very elaborate — contracts that banmade
available but are not mandatory. We earlier taledut a sub-
stantive investment — the largest investment of thodsour
livelihoods, that being our home — and taking thiéiative to
ensure that we certainly have inspections andttieabecessary

permits are pulled for inspections to take forcd affect. Of
course, if the occasion arises, there are otherhamsms
available — as | mentioned, third party home wasrgoro-
grams made available by others.

Some home builders make those home warranty pragram

available as well. They are also through the insteandustry,
which the Yukon government helps regulate. Of ceutbere
is also the staff of the Yukon Housing Corporatigvie know
they have a great deal of expertise. When questionsncerns
arise, in terms of what is or is not occurringteg site of con-
struction — looking at ways of monitoring home llirilg in

our territory. | think it's very important as welh reflect upon
the actual expertise housed already within the Gowent of
Yukon.

We talked about real estate agents or others atsoding
a level of assurance, working with home inspectiompanies
here in the territory and certainly providing tlaaided comfort,
in terms of making a decision when one does chtodrly a
home. As | mentioned, mediation and the court sysiee also
available. In fact, the previous Yukon Party goveent raised
the limit in the small claims court to about $2%0@hich pro-
vides — one could argue — some additional secoritgissur-
ance to the homeowner, in terms of what can beegeli Of
course, there are also other examples of whatcalsde done.
I know that through the national organization, Giaa Coun-
cil of Better Business Bureaus, again, working wotir local
chambers of commerce to see what can be achidwedditer
Business Bureau is a great example of an orgaaizdhiat is
financed by the private sector, in terms of sengongimunities
and certainly marketplaces across the country.pitsmoting
and fostering a higher standard of service availétn the con-
sumers — again, through voluntary self-regulatioonsumer
and business education and service excellence.

So there are a number of different options thataaal-
able. As | mentioned, third party home warrantygpaons can
be offered by either the home buyer or the actuavider, the
seller in this case. It can be asked for or puretidsy either
party. There are services available through privatganiza-
tions and private companies. | won’'t go over they Gif
Whitehorse and all that they do, because | know riembers
opposite also wanted to make reference. What Ivdidt to
make reference to though, when it comes to the @ity hite-
horse, is their official community plan, and theligbto do
rezoning bylaws, subdivision bylaws, as well as|diog
plumbing bylaws. There are easements, leases, authber of
venues and opportunities to help regulate the hiouileer in-
dustry through these mechanisms. | know that, @sMbA for
a riding within the City of Whitehorse, there haveen a num-
ber of changes — a lot of changes when it comdsutialing
standards within the City of Whitehorse.

They have been very progressive in terms of respgrd
changes in our environment within the city, andaiaty when
it comes to comparisons with the rest of the cgurfhat is
very important to talk to as well.

Again, as | mentioned, other jurisdictions have sghoto
adopt legislation, such as that in British Columli@hers have
chosen to go in a more voluntary way, as | outlimeth the
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Atlantic provinces and certainly with Alberta andskatche-
wan as well. So, again, | just want to thank theniner oppo-
site for bringing forth this initiative and for ftesing greater
debate. | do appreciate the member and certaislyiling-

ness to listen to the perspectives of other membeam but
one member, of course. There are other memberswithbe

speaking to the matter of home protection in thigttey. We

may not always agree, but | think it is very impott to pay
respect to others and what they have to offer.aain, thank
you to the member opposite, and thank you, Mr. Egrea

Mr. Silver: | rise to offer our comments on Motion
No. 175 regarding the development of a Yukon hormmasw
protection act. There are several good ideas awedain this
motion and there are several that raise questionsd. | will
outline them on behalf of the Liberal caucus in text few
minutes. We will hope that the member who presentesi
motion or others from his caucus may be able toigeosome
explanation and alleviate some of our concerns.

Our concerns lie in the balance of responsibilitd anter-
ests of homeowners and home builders. As writtg@s,rhotion
emphasizes protecting homeowners against shoddstrogn
tion and renovation work. This would be accomplghaough
mandatory licensing and warranty programs. We, afrse,
support ensuring that when people invest in thegatpst
stand-alone asset, they receive the quality woak they pay
for. There is substantial trust placed in homedar#. People
hire them to do the work they usually don't knownhto do
themselves and the consumer has limited knowledgleop-
portunity with which to gauge the quality of thabmk. Then
they make the single greatest purchase of thaisland plan to
spend the next 20 or 25 years paying it off.

In respect to mandatory licensing, we do want tckena
sure, however, that these protections would notec@inthe
expense of Yukon home builders and contractors edhgood
work.

It does go without saying that regulations must b®tpu-
nitive against honest contractors in pursuit oéetifreness for
homeowners. In addition to being absolutely neagssaour
current housing crunch, Yukon home builders andrestors
are key contributors to our economy and our comiresi
They hire our friends and neighbours, and they idedevel-
opment opportunities for our apprentices.

Not so long ago, all members of this House votetavor
of enhanced skill and trades and technology trgioipportuni-
ties. Home builders help employ and further tra@nsnpeople
in those fields and we must ensure that they aresaying one
thing one week and crippling that cooperation anitiiative the
next.

The mandatory licensing called for by this moti@ises
some questions for us. Would this be specificalikadn licens-
ing or would contractors licensed in other jurisidios be able
to transport these licences to work with in ouritery? There
are many Yukon contractors doing excellent workajogvith
employees who carry out high quality projects, thety are not
yet licensed. If licensing becomes suddenly mangatae
could create a short-term situation where Yukontremtors

were all not in compliance and couldn’t work umiimpleting
their licensing.

In that scenario, Outside contractors licensedtirenju-
risdictions could arrive, take on the work, andesely damage
Yukon business and harm Yukon workers.

Our first interest in discussing new legislatiorthst it is
to the benefit of Yukoners and, in this case, theludes con-
tractors as well as homeowners.

Another point on warranty programs — our next skt
guestions involves the proposed warranty program niew
home construction and for home renovations. Thisanaalls
for a new homeowners protection act that would iregguch a
warranty program, although it doesn’t get into tletails about
how such a program would operate. At first glaneesee two
possible ways that this could be accomplished. fireeoption
would be for the government itself to provide sasoet of war-
ranty to guarantee contractors’ work directly. Hoete we do
not support the government getting into the inscedousiness.
We believe that government’s role is to create sif@ss envi-
ronment that supports high-quality work and thatdisne
through effective regulation. This doesn’t meant thavern-
ment inserts itself unnecessarily into the consimacbusiness
and it doesn’'t mean that government foots the fbill poor-
quality work. There are many differences betweevegument
construction and private construction projects. ldomwner
requirements are not the same as those for goveitniaeili-
ties, and government building practices should lmttrans-
ferred wholesale to private citizens with differempectations
and needs.

The second option by which the government could-ins
tute a warranty program is not by directly insurimgme con-
struction but by requiring that builders insurentiselves. This
insurance could be collective in which all contomstmust con-
tribute to an insurance policy. This policy coulé bapped
should a project go awry and the homeowner is un#blget
recourse directly from the contractor. This poolwfgliability
holds much more appeal than does government dineilvid-
ing insurance services.

| would suggest that we ask the contracting ingustthis
is (a) a concern, and (b) a direction in which thésh to go.

Accordingly, | would like to propose the following
amendment to the motion:

Amendment proposed

Mr. Silver: I move

THAT Motion No. 175 be amended by inserting between
the words “effective” and “warranty” the followingprivately
managed and funded”.

Speaker:  The amendment is in order. It is moved by
the Member for Klondike

THAT Motion No. 175 be amended by inserting between
the words “effective” and “warranty” the followingarivately
managed and funded.

The Member for Klondike has 14 minutes.

Mr. Silver: | have a very quick conclusion statement.
As stated, we support the home construction andviaion
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regulations that protect homeowners’ interests. #éenot,
however, want to see this be applied in a puniighion to the
Yukon’s contractors, who are doing excellent work.

We also don’t want to see government getting ihih-
surance business when good regulation should Igetaldlirect
private industry to carry out those same aims.

We thank the NDP for bringing this issue to theatibn
of the House, and we look forward to further debatday.
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Hon. Mr. Kent: | do thank the Member for Klondike
for bringing this amendment forward and the Membar
Mount Lorne-Southern Lakes for introducing the roothere
for debate in the House today.

I know this did come up in Question Period as wadlay.
While | certainly agree that often legislation aedulations are
required for certain aspects, | think that there @rtainly two
different approaches to home warranty protectiat #re un-
dertaken by other jurisdictions. A few jurisdictior— and
we’'ve heard about them — have enacted legislatihile
most jurisdictions leave the decision to providerramties to
the individual home builder and the private sectehat the
government supports and encourages is that alhpatéome-
owners thoroughly research new home warrantieseuffdy
Yukon home builders like the Minister of Commun8grvices
talked about when she and her husband purchasedtme
in Whitehorse. My wife and | live in an older honoge of the
first homes built in Riverdale. Since then, we'vedartaken a
number of renovations and my wife had a not-sotp@siex-
perience with a contractor, but through connectibias | have
and friends that | have — as Yukoners we all knaffecent
contractors — we've been very fortunate in the vations
we’ve undertaken so far.

| think a lot of that is due to due diligence afiggou do
find a great contractor or someone to do work,\gsy much
like your favourite fishing hole — you don’t shatteat infor-
mation too widely, because you don’t want that perto be-
come too busy and not be able to attend to youticpéar
renovation needs. But, again, like good Yukonessdw share
that information with friends and family. For theost part, |
would agree with comments by members here todawtbalo
have a very solid and sound and professional cactgtin in-
dustry that again, on most occasions, does faotasirk for
Yukoners no matter where they live in our territory

knows what they are buying, and any issues or iéefites
with the property are identified.

The building inspection branches of the City of Whi
horse and Yukon government inspect new construdtioan-
sure compliance with the National Building Coderdhasers
should consider hiring, as | mentioned earlier yodaprivate
sector home inspector to identify any deficienéiethe home,
purchase the home through a licensed real estatgifipossi-
ble, and negotiate a comprehensive warranty froen tbme
builder. The warranty, of course, should be revidwe a legal
firm to assure its validity.

Most areas have a strong Canadian Home Builders-Ass
ciation that provides information to consumers aaodders to
ensure professional standards are met among treinbers.
Yukon does not have an active CHBA chapter, my tsidad-
ing is. | would welcome the Member for Mount Lorne-
Southern Lakes providing me with the names of tr@ractors
he spoke to who are in favour of some sort of wdyrar pro-
tection. Perhaps we could engage them in the éstaint of
a Canadian Home Builders Association chapter her¢hé
Yukon. My understanding is that it acts, for ladkaobetter
comparison, as a Better Business Bureau for people are
engaging contractors to build their home.

The Canada Mortgage and Housing Corporation or CMHC
offers an on-line resource titled “Home Buying StgpStep”.
It describes each step so the consumer knows wHabk for
and ask about during the process. Yukon Housing@ation
also provides advice on home purchasing or cortstrugn
partnership with Yukon College. The Yukon Housingr@ra-
tion delivers a self-help course on how to managecbnstruc-
tion or renovation of your own home, from land sét: to
costing and contracting.

Another important aspect to consider in implemeanta
new regulatory process in the Yukon real estateketas how
the associated new cost will be applied. With nazsisumer
products, housing included, it is the consumer whionately
bears these additional costs. In the regulated fmmstruction
scenario we are discussing here today, the addltioost in-
volved would no doubt be applied to the price of tiouse
when it goes on the market. Higher real estatescistthe
Yukon marketplace will make it even more challeggiior
Yukoners to purchase or build a new home. Thes#éetiyes
are similar in other parts of the country and sgmevinces
take pretty much the same approach to consumeeqtian in

Again, we encourage all potential homeowners ta-tho home buying.

oughly research new home warranties offered by Yiukome
builders. Homeowners who experience problems wlitéirt
new home can be financially compensated througlrandes
offered by contractors. Legislation would not pae/ifinancial
compensation; rather, it would merely ensure thatranties
exist as well as provide a framework for mediatéonl dispute
resolutions.

Again, as | mentioned earlier today in Questionidegra
home is quite possibly the largest purchase somebal
make in their lives. Due diligence by the potentialv home-
owner before making the deal is vital to ensuing dbnsumer

In British Columbia, Ontario and Quebec, as mergtbhy
the member earlier when he introduced the motianldérs
have to provide home builder, third party warrantieandated
through legislation. Enforcement is usually proddey the
entity delivering the warranty program, and unresdl dis-
putes often end up in the courts.

In the rest of Canada the decision is left up witidivid-
ual builder. Enforcement is usually provided thriougediation
and unresolved disputes can end up in court.

Typically a new home warranty includes, among other
things, deposit insurance and protection againsk &@ond mate-
rials as well as major structural defects. Addidbonoverage
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may include the defects in the home’s building dope.

Again, Yukon doesn’t have an active Canadian HomidBrs

Assaociation chapter at this time, but | would cetiawelcome
talking to those contractors. If the member opgosduld iden-
tify them by name outside of the House, | wouldirterested
in talking to them about the option of setting inattchapter
here in the Yukon.

Again, that organization provides information tansom-
ers and builders to ensure professional standards et
among the members. So while the amendment to Mdtion
175, which has been introduced by the Member famHike,
certainly adds some strength to the motion we'lldrtg about,
my preference — especially when we have signifigégtes of
legislation that we are going to be bringing fordvéw the Leg-
islature, including thd.andlord and Tenant Act amendments
and revisions to theand Titles Act. | think those are two very
important pieces of legislation we are going todiscussing
but, again, | don’t want to diminish the importanoé course,
of ensuring quality building. To that end, the Yuakblousing
Corporation does offer a number of programs, atidjust
highlight a few of them here before | yield theditdo others to
speak to this amendment.

There is interim financing for lot owners in the éorse
Copper area, who couldn’t obtain financing from ksedue to
problems with the survey of lots in that subdiwisid he corpo-
ration approved increased funding limits for thestouction of
new homes and the repair of existing homes, whiohldvas-
sist clients with the cost of special features ttuthe needs of
a disabled occupant.

With the garden suite issue brought forward byGitg of
Whitehorse last year, the corporation assists hemers in
increasing rental accommodations through loanspgrade or
construct rental suites on the main property. Cafan staff
provide technical and financial advice to Yukongt® wish to
build new homes, rental units or repair existingnes. Mort-
gage financing is beneficial in rural Yukon becausemost
cases, the corporation is the only way a modestrecfamily
could construct a new home in the community du#stdoca-
tion value, which is an instance where the house ehéower
market value than the cost of construction, anchéed to con-
struct over a long period of time, as trades anterias take a
little bit longer in the communities.

I'm just going to speak briefly to a few of the ethpro-
grams offered through the Yukon Housing Corporatmassist
homeowners, such as free radon testing. The cdiporalso
helped to organize and conduct presentations aiNtréhern
and Aboriginal Housing Conference held in Whitelkoiga
2009. Presentations were also given at the Affded@omfort
Institute in Austin, Texas in 2010; Business of@dcnergy in
Alaska Conference that same year; Building Offgi@lonfer-
ence in 2011, the Northern Renewable Energy Conderethe
Northern Energy Solutions Conference held in Whitsh, and
a Northern Housing Forum held in Inuvik in 2010.

There are a number of initiatives underway in thoasing
Corporation that certainly supplement and giveppdy some
level of comfort to consumers. But again, my prefee — and
| believe the government’s preference — when it esro the

warranty protection is to ensure that the consumersknow
the Minister of Community Services referenced “buye-
ware” and we certainly want to ensure that consansard
homeowners and prospective homeowners have altoibie
that they need to do all the due diligence thatiquired in
making such an important and vital purchase.

| do thank the Member for Klondike for bringing feard
this amendment. Although it does strengthen theianptl
don't believe it substantively alters the origimabtion. We
would support this amendment to the motion as iesdo
strengthen it, but again, the original motion itseVen with the
amendment, | don’t believe is something that wehepared to
support.

Subamendment proposed

Ms. White: I'd like to put forward an amendment to
the amendment to Motion No. 175:

THAT the amendment to Motion No. 175 be amended by
adding the phrase “non-profit,” before the wordiVptely”.

Speaker:  Order please. The subamendment is in order.
It has been moved by the Member for Takhini-Kopgieig

THAT the amendment to Motion No. 175 be amended by
adding the phrase “non-profit,” before the wordiVptely”.

Ms. White: As amended, the motion would read:
“THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon &velop
and introduce a homeowner protection act that degumanda-
tory licensing for home builders and contractord an effec-
tive, non-profit, privately managed and funded \&aty pro-
gram for new home construction and home renovations

| believe this follows the essence of what the Memor
Klondike was saying. | don't believe that this nedd be a
government-managed protection. | believe thattaisbe done
by a non-profit group as seen in Manitoba or Satlatan. |
also think it's important to realize right now thats is just an
invitation to government to start a conversatiothwiontrac-
tors, realtors, homeowners, municipalities and group they
deem appropriate. This isn’t ready to be law.

The New Home Warranty Program of Manitoba is a non-
profit organization that has a board of direct@arsgegistration
committee, a technical committee and staff. Werantesaying
that the program needs to be run by governmentthink that
we should make it clear that we believe this cdagdione by a
non-profit group. What we are asking is that goweent start
the conversation with the community.

Ms. McLeod: As the Minister of Community Ser-
vices has mentioned, the Yukon government has eauof
inspectors who perform all manner of home inspestiduring
the construction phase. | believe she said it wagcs eight
separate inspections, and the homeowner benefitshy en-
suring that their new home meets the Canadian ingildodes,
and second, they do not get a bill in the mail.

Across the county, there seems to be a varietyagbwhat
new home warranty programs are provided to conssirbet it
largely comes from the private sector. | thinklivays comes
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with a cost by way of fees due and payable forisesvren-
dered and increasing costs, as these insurance aespassed
along, regardless of who is collecting the premiumsiden-
tally, having insurance does not give the homeowaero-
worry policy — just ask Mike Holmes.

Getting repairs done, in itself, can be a lengttocpss and
a costly one, with no guarantee that the homeowriérever
recover their costs. New homeowners in Yukon argand
order as far as protection is concerned. Theraraehanisms
in place to assist the homeowner in making a gandhase.
Institutions such as banks, realtors, home inspgand legal
supports are serving us very well.

Mr. Hassard: I'm happy to be able to rise today to
speak on behalf of the amended Motion No. 175.

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

Speaker:  You'll speak on the subamendment.

Mr. Hassard: Firstly, | would like to mention that I'm
unsure where the Member for Mount Lorne-Southerekayot
all of the information in the initial motion becajsaccording
to the information | can find, most jurisdiction®rdt have
homeowner protection.

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

Point of order

Speaker: Order please. The Member for Takhini-
Kopper King, on a point of order.

Ms. White:
subamendment, which includes non-profit.

Speaker:
order.

Hon. Mr. Cathers: On the point of order, Mr.
Speaker, | believe the Member for Pelly-Nisutlin nigaking
comments that he believes are relevant to the pgegbO
subamendment to the proposed amendment. The metitber
trip over his words initially in how he phrasedhtt | think the
member is making points he believes are relevatitdaurrent
question at hand.

Speaker’s ruling

Speaker:  As we've said before, it is difficult for the
Chair to determine where the speaker is going) betieve he
is going to try to tie back to the subamendmernt Weare cur-
rently discussing.

Mr. Hassard: Thank you, and | apologize for stum-
bling. The point | was trying to get to, | guessthe fact that
most jurisdictions don’t have homeowner protectiegislation
in place, whether it be paid for by whomever.

As the son of a contractor, | have been aroundt aflo
building construction in my 42 short years in thisrld. Dur-
ing that time | definitely learned the importanceemsuring
that the construction was carried out with the staof detail
being paid both to quality of work as well as safef the
workers. The Government of Yukon, as well as myicgov-
ernments throughout the Yukon, have laws alreadplate
regarding the building of structures. The GovernimodérY ukon
has in place building inspectors, electrical in$pes; gas in-

| believe right now we’re speaking on the

Government House Leader, on the point o

spectors, plumbing inspectors — all to ensure thalkdings
being erected in the Yukon are done according eobthilding
codes.

The City of Whitehorse, in particular, also hasssubver
and above those of the Government of Yukon. As,wiedl city
has inspectors similar to those of the Governméitudon. So
you can see that there are already many aspeglayrto en-
sure that homeowners are protected when purchasibgild-
ing a new home in the Yukon.

When purchasing a home anywhere in the world, ustt |
in the Yukon, | believe very strongly that the fhaser has a
lot of responsibilities to ensure that he or shesaall precau-
tions necessary to protect themselves. Sometimesee to be
responsible for ourselves.

There are certainly ways to protect yourself wharcpas-
ing a home such as hiring a home inspector —

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

Point of order

Speaker: Order please. Member for Takhini-Kopper
King, on a point of order.
Ms. White: | don't believe we're speaking to the

question under discussion, which is the subamentinhdre-
lieve we're discussing the original motion.

Speaker’s ruling

Speaker: Order please. The member is speaking to
warranties or guarantees which is, in fact, onvteranty por-
tion of the amendment. The subamendment insertsvtird

f“non-profit” before “privately managed”. | belietbe member

is actually trying to tie that together.

Mr. Hassard: As | was saying, there are certainly
plenty of ways to protect yourself when purchasindpuilding
a home: using a hired home inspector, or negogjatiarranties
through the purchase of the home. If you are unocable
purchasing the home yourself, you could be encaddg do
that through a legitimate real estate agent. Re@te agents
know who the best builders are, and who the legitinbuild-
ers are. Rather unique here in the Yukon is the tfeat if a
particular contractor is doing shoddy work, it doésake long
for everyone to know about it. For a contractostiay in busi-
ness in such a small community, it's important foem to
make sure that they are doing good work.

Mr. Speaker, if | have a home built for me, I'm tegénly
going to be doing my homework. | hire contractossl dired
employees when | was in business. If your resuméefar-
ences aren’t up to my satisfaction, you're not gdimget much
money out of me.

So, Mr. Speaker, | guess the long and short of that |
will not be supporting this subamendment today, bigok
forward to hearing what all other members of thissémbly
have to say on this matter.

Mr. Barr: Mr. Speaker, on the subamendment, we
welcome all the amendments. As | was saying, ibril/ to
open the dialogue to move forward, to discuss h@ican best
protect homeowners. We're not dictating how thagisng to
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be, only that we encourage the government to jpsinathe
door. | hear all members saying, basically, thahwiur abili-

ties here, as we're looking at this boom time — amdéoom

times, where there are more opportunities for pedpl take
advantage of others — that we just ensure some protec-

tion for folks. | would be happy to extend the namoéthe con-
tractors to whom | was speaking, as the member sifgpoe-

guested. | do believe one person actually alreadyahmeeting
scheduled with the minister, as he told me, nexdkweéle’ll be

encouraging discussions to move forward for homeramdy.

So it's how that happens and what that will lodeli This is
only a motion not to determine what that is, butofgen the
dialogue with the government opposite. Thank you.

Hon. Mr. Graham: | didn’t have any idea, actually,
of getting up to speak to either the original motior the
amendment, but then the subamendment was propib'sealn
interesting amendment, because | remember some e,
during the “leaky condo” debate in Vancouver, thed a
home warranty program too.

The home warranty program was privately funded and

managed by the Canadian Home Builders Associatids.©.
and it went bankrupt. It had to be bailed out by gnovincial
government. The folks in the program who came latethe
process were never able to get any money out ditie what-
soever.

Also, from my time spent on municipal council, illdpe-
lieve in — | support members here who feel thaical chapter
of the Canadian Home Builders Association, or exeyukon
home builders association, is the best way to dpevehether it
be effective, warranty, privately managed and fahde not.
That would be the best way to do it, but you alagehto look
at other facets of the protection offered. | didlieve that one
of the most effective means of protecting homeownbkome
buyers and home builders is to have a vigorouseictign
process by — in my case, | am very familiar with thunicipal
one. | feel that the municipal inspection procéssarried out
vigorously, is your best protection from any kinfddifficulties
with a new home or even with renovations.

The problem is that many people believe that inspes
are an unnecessary intrusion upon either theirtogion or
their renovation, and that's not the way it is. Thally impor-
tant thing here is that these guys are lookingrafite home-
owner. I've seen it in action just recently becaoseson is in
the process of building a home, and | hear fromsoy and
from the builder about the delays because you bawveait for
an inspector to come, and then the inspector fauise little
thing wrong and you have to fix it, and it's morglaly. But, in
the long run, it's a great benefit to the homeowdrere is a
cost to this too. | listened to the contractor emdhy son com-
plaining about the cost. Can you imagine if we ttaddd on to
that cost, not only the inspections and the coghefbuilding
permit — because in the municipality what they tyng to
do is pay 100 percent of the building departmeatists with
permits. But can you image what the added costwém@anty
program would be, not only on the contractor, Imaytwould
pass those costs along to the homeowner as well.

The other thing that I look at — and again, | l@kt from
a municipal point of view — are the improvementstire
building code. The City of Whitehorse has gonebieyond the
National Building Code. In fact, when we did it sergears
ago, | remember that some contractors in Whitehersand |
wouldn’t consider them good contractors — werd btiilding
homes in the City of Whitehorse as recently as jigars ago
out of 2 by 4s. They weren’t even using 2 by 6 tmtsion
until it was mandated in the building bylaw pasbgdhe City
of Whitehorse.

When we talked about mandatory licensing as agddhis
private, non-profit, managed fund, | wondered hoandatory
licensing would be imposed. But that's somethicgr get into
at another time because it's very difficult. Weked at a num-
ber of things when | was with the City of Whitehargsione of
which would work in this instance. Thank you, Mpeaker.

Speaker: Minister of Environment, on the subamend-
ment.

Hon. Mr. Dixon: | rise to speak to the subamendment
to the amendment to the motion. I'm going to — jagdh for
my own benefit — I'd like to read the motion asnibuld be,
subamended and amended, just so | can bring thisgather
and | can understand what exactly the subamendimeaing

to mean to the motion. So it is as follows:

“THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon & d
velop and implement a homeowner protection actiti@dtides
mandatory licensing for home builders and contracemd an
effective, non-profit, privately managed and fundedrranty
program for new home construction and home renonati

Now, my concerns, | suppose, with this motion, &s i
would be amended and subamended, relate to thet efiethe
construction industry and, of course, as that eslab new
home construction and, of course, renovations. &sknow,
Mr. Speaker, the construction industry is an imgatrtfeature
of our economy and the role it plays in our econdrag been
increasing as of late, with the building of a numbé new
residences in the City of Whitehorse and the enfiikon, as
well as other not strictly single-family homes, moilti-family
homes, as well as condos, rental units and institat build-
ings.

The total value of building permits in 2011 was @47
million, which, of course, was 29.4 percent higliean the
previous year of 2010. So you can see that it'avigng indus-
try and a growing feature of our economy. | knowatthuilding
permit growth last year stemmed primarily from trewth in
value of residential building permits and institnal building
permits. The residential permit value reached —

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

Speaker:  Leader of the Official Opposition, on a point
of order.

Point of order

Ms. Hanson: Mr. Speaker, | am seeking to find the
link between the insertion of the word “non-profitito the
amendment and the member's comments here, whiclalare
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about statistics and have nothing to do with tHeastendment,
which is the insertion of the word “non-profit”.

Mr. Dixon: Mr. Speaker, | was speaking to the effect,
or the potential effect, of a non-profit, privatetyanaged and
funded program on the construction industry, wHic¢hink is
entirely relevant to this conversation.

Speaker’s ruling

Speaker:  I'm going to take a minute here.

The subamendment to the amendment is adding theé wo
“non-profit”. The discussion, although it has gdreyond that,
should be focused on the injection of the word “poafit” into
the amendment. | have been rather lenient, in ht@smem-
bers would actually start referring to the subanmesct and the
injection of the word “non-profit” as it reflects the statement.

I'll ask the member to carry on, but try to keepdwn,
because we still have, after the vote on the subdment, a
number of eligible speakers to the amendment, dsawe¢o the
motion.

Minister of Environment, on the subamendment, @eas

Hon. Mr. Dixon: Now, my concern, as | said before,
is with the addition of the term “non-profit”, aselv as the
amendment. My concern is that a non-profit, prilateanaged
and funded warranty program — now, that would beagkmg
directly to the subamendment — my concern is Witt bn the
construction industry as a whole.

So as | was saying, the construction industry at@e of
course is an important feature of our economy irkofuand
any development of a non-profit privately managed funded
warranty program — | would have some questions ahow
that would affect that industry, and indeed ournesoy as a
whole. | was noting that the strong residential storction
activity in Whitehorse drove residential permitwallast year
with almost $51 million of residential building peits value
associated with Whitehorse permits. On the instital side
the permits totalled $66.7 million last year, whighs up over
42 percent from the $46.9 million in 2010. And ajucse,
building permit value in the first two months of120totalled
almost $2.2 million, which is a significant numbBesidential
permits have accounted for 73 percent of the tbtalding
permit value in the first two months of 2012.

So, as we see, the construction industry is an itapbone
for Yukon’s economy. What remains unclear to méhésbene-
fit of a non-profit, privately managed and fundedrranty pro-
gram for new home construction and home renovatiams
terms of that industry. Now, there are a numbeaeabons why
home renovations — | question whether home renonati
would be included in that in terms of, | guess, goernance
structure of a non-profit, privately managed anddied war-
ranty program. We have seen that throughout thectagle of
years — industry has partnered in a number of wdils gov-
ernment and with researchers to improve the qualityheir
work as it relates to Yukon’s cold climate and timportance
of recognizing that renovating homes occurs forualper of
reasons, including increasing the efficiency ofsthchomes.
There are a number of technologies that have beealaped
through the work at the Yukon Cold Climate InnogatiCentre

and Yukon Technology Innovation Centre, which hadeed
had the partnership of industry suggest that the —
Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

Point of order

Speaker:  The Hon. Member for Takhini-Kopper King
on a point of order.
Ms. White: We are not discussing the question under

discussion, when we talk about cold climate redeafde are
talking about non-profit, privately funded warranty under
the non-profit.

Speaker’s ruling

Speaker:  Order please. | believe the member is trying
to draw a link between a requirement for a noniprptiblicly-
funded warranty, as opposed to what is currentlypliace.
There is no point of order. Minister for the Envirent, please
continue.

Hon. Mr. Dixon: As | was saying, | have some ques-
tions about the effect on industry of a non-profitivately-
managed and funded warranty program. As | was gptm
dustry has been an important partner in a numbaenitiditives
undertaken by the Yukon Cold Climate Innovation @&n
which relate to renovations or upgrades to homekanyukon.
Oftentimes those upgrades or renovations occur thitdesire
of increasing the efficiency or increasing the igpibf a home
to withstand the rigours of our northern cold clima

One of the ways that can potentially be done i$ wnétro-
fitting a home with new, innovative ways of insigt One of
the projects at the Yukon Cold Climate Innovatioen@e that
has been a result of the collaboration between singduand
researchers was the development of vacuum-insufzaeéls,
which could potentially, one day, play into the wimat new
homes are constructed in Yukon and how existingdsoould
be renovated to increase their efficiency levels.

That project represented a joint investigation leemv
Yukon Cold Climate Innovation Centre, the NatioRa&search
Council, the Yukon Housing Corporation and Panastm. to
investigate the efficiency and durability of Pandsts vac-
uum-insulated panel technology in cold climate esrvinents
like Yukon.

Another example is the development of —

Speaker’s statement

Speaker:  Order please. | believe the member has made
his point on the connections. I'd like to move tfgrforward on
the subamendment. Many of his comments could bainag
used in the amendment, as well as the main maftidbtike to
move on to the subamendment. Does the member have a
other comment on the subamendment only?

Hon. Mr. Dixon: I'll pass.

Speaker:  Minister of Highways and Public Works, on
the subamendment.
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Hon. Mr. Istchenko: I'm trying to wrap my head
around the subamendment to the amendment of thebklem
for Klondike and to the — where are we here? —alatotion
from the Member for Mount Lorne-Southern Lakes, idiot
No. 175. | have been reading that non-profit, gelyamanaged
and funded warranty program for new home constrocéind

before the introduction of visitors is the fact tttemething
being privately managed and funded does not netlyssean
that it is not managed well, even if it makes dipro

I would point out to members that entities that mak
profit can include, in some cases, government gatums like
Yukon Liquor Corporation, which is fully owned blget gov-

home renovations — to that amendment to the amemiime ernment, by the people of the Yukon. It makes ditpaod that

which is a subamendment, which states here — iv's16, but
it’s actually not. It is the amendment to Motion .NkY5, | do
believe. | can't wrap my head around it, Mr. Speake

Speaker:
subamendment?

Hon. Mr. Cathers: | apologize for being late on my
feet. | was waiting to give other members an oppoty to
rise. I'm sorry, Mr. Speaker — | was distractedtbg Member
for Klondike. | thank the Member for Klondike fdi¢ moment
of levity on this Wednesday afternoon.

In speaking to the proposed subamendment to thedme
ment, brought forward by the Member for Klondikehat |
would note, first of all, with regard to the ovértdrust of the
approach taken by the New Demaocratic Party in psoygpboth
the original motion and in the amendment to theiomptis that
it seems to me a lot of assumptions are being ngdéhe
members, without actually really engaging in puldansulta-
tion or discussion about what models may be mgstoggiate.

One of my colleagues — | believe it was the Menioer
Pelly-Nisutlin — noted that some of the statemente by
the Member for Mount Lorne-Southern Lakes — | badi¢hat
is who introduced the motion — were not factualtyrect in
portraying how these matters were dealt with ireoflrisdic-
tions. | commend the Member for Klondike for tryitg im-
prove the motion with his amendment, which the sudrad-
ment would further amend. I'm trying to — as | leei the
Member for Klondike was trying to do — amend thistkat it
wouldn’t require government to impose a solutiortoothis
issue. As some of my colleagues have pointed betetare
other models like home builders associations thatother so-
lutions. Whether or not those are non-profit eeditor whether
they are privately managed and funded entities thake a
profit — and | point out to members that becauseeatity
makes a profit, it does not necessarily mean thatoesn’t
manage something well.

It does not necessarily mean that an entity thas dioat —

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

INTRODUCTION OF VISITORS

Hon. Mr. Nixon: If I may introduce my son Jack, and
my wife Danielle.

Applause
Speaker: Government House Leader, on the
subamendment to the amendment.

Hon. Mr. Cathers: I would also like to welcome
them to the gallery. What | would again note, agak saying

money is then put back into general revenue. Otxamples
of agencies that can do that can include — anday depend
on how somebody defines “non-profit”, but there aoa-profit
organizations like the KVA — the Klondike Visitosssocia-

Does any other member wish to speak to theéion derives some profit from managing Diamond ToGter-

tie's and they receive an allotment. | can’t recdflthe top of
my head the details of it, but there is revenuenftbe slot ma-
chines. Whether an organization running and mamgadgim-

vests the money back into itself and must keepsitanon-
profit, whether they were to place something imteestments
for another purpose and make a charitable coniabuto

agencies — Yukon Lottery Commission is an example
where some of the proceeds received by a governovemed

entity are managed by a board set up by governmaetboard
has some independence in decisions that it maketedeto
that. Yukon Lottery Commission does have the abilit rein-

vest money received through lottery sales into camity pro-

jects, charitable organizations, et cetera.

Now, I'm not sure whether the member was intending
do this with the wording, or whether the membepésceiving
that as a non-profit entity or not, but in thate#isey do make
a profit and they do invest it in other matters thee related to
community investment, social investment, et cetbtd,it is a
for-profit entity run by the Yukon government. Inyropinion,
it is one that does that job in a manner that latikely effec-
tive or quite effective.

I will wrap up my comments, but | would note thagain,
the entire thrust of the motion that is being prgmb— this is
not something that we had identified as a prioflityhas some
unknown costs and effects and burden, not jusherconstruc-
tion industry, but ultimately those costs will basged on to
consumers, and the issues are probably dealt Wwithugh a
better model. | will not be supporting the subanreadt to the
amendment or the main motion.

Ms. Moorcroft: Mr. Speaker, | can appreciate it has
been a long afternoon for you to keep track of Whizembers
have risen to speak on amendments and subamendrigsés
to speak in support of the subamendment to the dment to
the main motion. In view of the time, | move tha do now
adjourn debate.

Speaker: It has been moved by the Member for Cop-
perbelt South that we do now adjourn debate.

Motion to adjourn debate on Motion No. 175, amendment,
and subamendment, agreed to

Hon. Mr. Cathers: I move that the House do now ad-
journ.

Speaker: It has been moved by the Government House
Leader that the House do now adjourn.
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Motion agreed to

Speaker:  This House stands adjourned until 1:00 p.m.
tomorrow.

The House adjourned at 5:29 p.m.
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