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Yukon Legislative Assembly
Whitehorse, Yukon
Monday, April 30, 2012 — 1:00 p.m.

Speaker: I will now call the House to order. At this
time we will proceed with prayers.

Prayers

DAILY ROUTINE
Speaker:  We will proceed at this time with the Order

Paper.
Tributes.

TRIBUTES
In recognition of “Not Myself Today” campaign

Hon. Mr. Graham: Mr. Speaker, on behalf of all
members of the Legislature today, | wish to makelate to
April 30, “Not Myself Today” awareness campaign.

I rise in the House today to acknowledge the flaat April
30 is the national day of action to raise awareabssit mental

league, the MLA for Riverdale South, in welcomingré Ms.
Kristin Innes-Taylor’'s grade 5 class from Selkirle&entary
School.

Just further to that, Mr. Speaker, as has becoraetipe
during this current sitting of the Legislaturenvite any mem-
bers who are available to join us in the membeyshge fol-
lowing Question Period to answer any questions thatstu-
dents might have.

Applause

Ms. Hanson: | would like to ask the Members of the
Legislative Assembly to welcome Megan Leslie, Membg
Parliament for Halifax and deputy leader of the &#han New
Democratic Official Opposition; and Meghan Lawspaylia-
mentary intern.

Applause

Hon. Mr. Dixon: I would like to ask members to join
me in welcoming a new constituent of mine and, @tje new
Yukoner, Mr. Jon Rudolph and his brother, Clayttm,the
House today.

health in Canada. The campaign is called “Not My$eHay”. Applause

It acknowledges the fact that all Canadians arectfti by

mental health issues, either directly or indirectly Speaker:  Are there any further introductions of visi-
We often don't speak about mental health problems b tors?

cause of the stigma associated with them, yet ama&®d one
in five people in Canada will experience mentallttmeprob-

lems or illnesses. Even if we ourselves don't sufifem men-
tal health problems, we likely know someone in family or

among our friends or co-workers who will, or dala present
time.

Despite the fact that mental health problems aremno-
mon, most people don't feel comfortable talking wbthem.
People living with mental health problems face Erajes get-
ting and keeping a job. Those who are employednoféel
uncomfortable talking about their mental healthuéss with
their employers or friends. An estimated 500,000a&ckans
miss work each day due to mental health problems.

The cost of addressing these issues is huge, aateunt
for 70 percent of lost productivity in Canada. Aental health
illness rates increase during prime working yegosing adults
are often the hardest hit. | encourage all Yukotemsark this
day of action by taking the pledge on the “Not Mf/Seday”
website to support mental health sufferers andkbdeavn the
stereotypes associated with mental illness. Letisoerage
open communication by starting a conversation ndwug
mental illness.

“Not Myself Today” is a good time to think aboutroawn
habits and how they affect our mental health. Esarg regu-
larly, getting plenty of sleep and a healthy dietantribute to
improving mental health. Thank you very much.

Speaker:  Introduction of visitors.

INTRODUCTION OF VISITORS

Hon. Mr. Kent: I'd like to ask all members of the
House to join me, as MLA for Riverdale North, ang wol-

Are there any returns or documents for tabling?

TABLING RETURNS AND DOCUMENTS

Speaker:  The Chair has for tabling the Report of the
Chief Electoral Officer of Yukon on election finang and
political contributions, 2011.

Are there any other returns or documents for tgflin

Are there any reports of committees?

Are there any petitions to be presented?

Are there any bills to be introduced?

Are there any notices of motion?

NOTICES OF MOTION

Ms. McLeod: | rise to give notice of the following
motion:

THAT this House urges the Government of Canadatoe ¢
tinue to financially support Northern Cultural Egpsions So-
ciety.

Mr. Hassard:
motion:

THAT this House urges the Yukon government to suppo
development of the agriculture sector with actimméuding:

(1) working with farmers and industry associatiomdud-
ing Yukon Agricultural Association and the Growest Or-
ganic Food Yukon to implement an agriculture myéar de-
velopment plan;

(2) developing a Yukon-grown food policy aimed &-s
nificantly increasing the production and use ofalbc grown
vegetables, meat and food products;

(3) supporting the development of agriculture isfrac-
ture that improves food security, facilitates asces market,
and encourages local production of food;

| rise to give notice of the following
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(4) supporting the development of local markets¥Yfokon
agriculture products through measures includingetang the
operation of the Fireweed Community Market; and

(5) working with Yukon farmers to conduct agricul
research.

Mr. Tredger:
motion:

THAT it is the opinion of this House that in ordercreate
excellence in education and support our public sishwital
task of helping young learners to live productigesative and
healthy lives, the Government of Yukon must:

(1) fully implement all tenets of tHeducation Actjnclud-
ing the full participation of all partners, ruraicaurban, in edu-
cation; and

(2) reject the skewed findings of think tanks whiate
committed to the pursuit of free choice, competitimarkets
and less government regulation and are not thejbéges of
educational policy.

| rise to give notice of the following

Speaker: Is there a statement by a minister?
This brings us to Question Period.

QUESTION PERIOD

Questionre:  Workplace safety

Ms. Stick: The Day of Mourning commemoration on
Saturday was a very sad affair and very moving.ridéeirned
the loss of four Yukon men who died on the jobelt there
were people there in the crowd asking why. Previtmushe
Day of Mourning, we heard in the media that workgury
rates in the Yukon are already up 23 percent fa year. |
have a simple question, Mr. Speaker — why?

Hon. Mr. Graham: I wish | could answer that, but
there are a number of contributing factors to workecident
rates. First of all, the economic picture in thek¥n is defi-
nitely rosier, so more people are working. It uguabturally
follows that as there is a larger workforce, theident rate will
also be higher.

Workers’ Compensation Health and Safety Board iskwo
ing continually to improve and better working cdiahs here
in the territory. They will continue to do so. Thisdelieve, is a
temporary aberration.

Ms. Stick: | don't think our larger workforce is up 23
percent, which would correspond to the injury rétethe Day
of Mourning commemoration, the minister publiclynomitted
to making workplaces safer on behalf of the govesminand |
thank him for his words. We need bold action tarsthis tide
of rising injuries.

Years ago, Steve Cardiff brought forward tNeung
Worker Protection ActYears ago, the Yukon Party govern-
ment conducted a consultation on this. Years dgogbvern-
ment promised new rules on minimum ages in cetijh-risk
occupations. There has been no action and thistisccept-
able. How does this government explain these detaysing-
ing in rules to protect young workers?

Hon. Mr. Graham: This government does take young
workers’ safety very seriously. We proposed reguofet on
minimum age restrictions. They are under discussigthn
stakeholders as members opposite are aware. Wi goémg
to rush into bringing these regulations into pladgthout first
of all discussing them with a number of differemduistries and
occupations that have a vested interest in youngevacom-
pensation — or young worker legislation. We havemgutted
to having draft legislation in place by the end2@fl2 and it
will be ready at that time.

Ms. Stick: I'm pleased to hear about draft legislation
coming forward because we've already done this.W/&eard
the recommendations, we've done the consultatiodsvee’'ve
gone through the process, but this kind of respdhate has
gone on for years diminishes the importance of qutoig
young workers, because they are new, less knowdddige
about their jobs and their rights and have a les®ldped cog-
nitive sense. Young workers are more at risk ofkptace in-
jury and death.

That's why this government needs to step up andlaég
and say that they have to be a certain age to wosome of
these higher risk occupations. Mr. Speaker, whentle® gov-
ernment move on the young worker protection inaierindus-
tries?

Hon. Mr. Graham: | thought | answered that last
time. | gave a fairly specific date. By the end26fL.2, we hope
to have draft legislation in place.

The member opposite fails to realize, also, thabde of
practice for orientation, training and supervisiof young
workers was instituted January 1, 2010. That wadirect re-
sponse to the requests for better orientation ohgoworkers
in exactly the manner the member opposite was spgak
about. We are doing things and we will continudaadhem.

Question re: Dawson City waste-water facility

Mr. Barr: Mr. Speaker, the Dawson City sewage
treatment plant is in the news again. The sewagatrtrent
plant has been plagued by cost overruns, locati@amges, le-
gal disputes, technology concerns and delays ané chelays
— yet another example of this government’s inabild man-
age major capital projects in a responsible anchfiig sound
manner.

Mr. Speaker, is the minister aware that Dawson’€ibp-
eration and maintenance costs for the sewage tesatplant
have nearly doubled because of design changesf smdvhen
did they become aware of this?

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: Of course we are aware of it; we
are the government. This government continues tk wigth
the City of Dawson on the solution. The projecagsually pro-
gressing well. There have been some different cmstghere,
but the construction is ongoing and we look to bpdfully up
and running by December 31 of this year.

Mr. Barr: Mr. Speaker, the current mayor and former
Yukon Party Cabinet minister has called on the YuRarty
government for assistance. Mayor Jenkins has rnibedlesign
delays have resulted in the annual operation anidtemance
costs going from an original estimate of $280,0000ter
$415,000 annually for the Dawson sewage treatnlant.p



April 30, 2012

HANSARD

973

Dawson cannot afford such costs on its limited ripai
tax base. Dawson City has already experiencedttbggie of
bankruptcy twice. None of us wants there to berd time.

What are the minister's plans to assist Dawson @itgl
avoid further strains on the city’s finances?

Hon. Mr. Istchenko:
opposite is getting his numbers from. There wagyhen esti-
mated cost, | will admit to that. Absolutely thevas. | do not
know if he was talking to the member or our ex-memizho
was — there is a memorandum of understanding icepta |
want to get this across. We have a memorandumasgrstand-
ing with the Mayor and Council of Dawson City, whin-
cludes that we will be operating the facility fdwetfirst year.
We have projected the costs for O&M, and anythibgve and
beyond the cost, the Government of the Yukon vélllssisting
them so their O&M is affordable for them and sottha do
not bankrupt the City of Dawson.

Mr. Barr:
more details of what he will do to help Dawson Citcluding
a timeline?

Hon. Mr. Istchenko:
fore, the O&M costs, compared to other types of medal
treatment facilities, Yukon Government Servicesested a
significant additional cost in capital in the deynent of the
facility in order to minimize the longer O&M costs.

Secondly, it installed a set of all-process equipime-
heavy recovery pump, extra spare pumps, R44 watisR60
roof — and training for the first year, so Dawsaomdahe YG
staff will continue to meet and discuss the detailsur O&M
costs. It's guaranteed from this government thdtewsorking
feverously with the City of Dawson to get their plaip and
running so they can have safe sewage.

Question re:  Violence against women prevention

Mr. Silver: TheSharing Common Grounceport re-
viewed policies in the Yukon and offered some paesim-
provements. Among those recommendations were nuBer
for a new RCMP training framework to be developegdtioe
Northern Institute for Social Justice in consultiwgh Yukon
government, M Division, First Nations and womentganiza-
tions. The new training framework was to includeoag other
matters, how to respond to domestic violence andiaeas-
saults.

It's an appropriate course of action given Yukodispro-
portionately high incidence of these crimes andllegcomen’s
organizations tell us that roughly nine out of 16men who
are victims of sexual assault won't report it tdipa

Could the minister provide an update as to the n@sgyon
this recommendation for combating domestic violerscel
sexual assault?

Hon. Mr. Nixon:
guestion.

As most members here in the Assembly know,Sharing

Can the minister provide this House with

As | alluded to in the answer be-

| thank the member opposite for his

Mr. Silver:
and aboriginal women are significantly more likéty experi-
ence violence than women in southern Canada. lwcalen’s
organizations tell us that Yukon women are threfoto times
as likely to experience sexual assault, and thatbew can be

I am not sure where the member seven times higher for aboriginal women. Given Hag the

problem is, we are glad to see action is beingriakeprevent
these crimes and to respond effectively when th@yctur.
The sexual assault response committee is develgmirndjc
education, training and cooperative priorities timafude sex-
ual assault response teams.

Can the minister tell us if the recommendationatesl to
the response teams have been implemented andherecoeen
new resources allocated for their implementation?

Hon. Mr. Nixon: Again, | thank the member opposite
for his very, very important question. As | mentadnearlier,
there are a number of recommendations that areglreifed
out through the recommendations coming fr8hmaring Com-
mon Ground.

One of them is the Police Council that | just apped
only a month and half ago. It is recommendatioke that that
are moving forward. We take all the recommendativesy
seriously. Rolling them all out, of course, is gpto take some
time, but we are kind of prioritizing them. The dejment con-
tinues to work with the RCMP, First Nations and twenmu-
nity. Some of that work will be ongoing with thewdolice
Council.

Mr. Silver:
years that have addressed violence against wonubtic ser-
vice campaigns, a focus on victims of crime, andreach
throughout community organizations, to name a fénfortu-
nately, we continue to experience very high ratesiaence
against women. The programs have not been entrelgess-
ful. Sharing Common Groungrovides some new recommen-
dations and the Department of Justice and its pegtare work-
ing on implementing them. We want to be sure thasé¢ new
initiatives will make progress. How will the effaatness of the
new training framework and other recommendationg\sdu-
ated?

Hon. Mr. Nixon: | thank the member opposite for his
questions. | can tell the member opposite and atteanmbers in
this Assembly that they are working on a draft gaar pro-
gress report folSharing Common Ground hope that will
come out in the coming weeks but at the presegestais just
in draft form.

As | mentioned earlier, the Department of Justiostio-
ues to work with the RCMP, the Council of YukondtiNa-
tions, the Northern Institute of Social Justice wem’'s organi-
zations and others to implement the recommendatcmms
tained inSharing Common Ground/r. Speaker. So the major-
ity of the recommendations have begun to be impteeteand
the remaining recommendations are expected to lmgnthe
coming months.

Common Groundeport had many, many recommendations. A

lot of those recommendations have been worked @m the
last year. There have been training opportunitiesugh the
Northern Institute of Social Justice. Those willnioue and
we’ll continue to look at the recommendations fritvat report.

Questionre:  Dawson City waste-water facility

Mr. Silver: Hot topic: Dawson City waste-water
treatment plant and my community looking forwardtsocom-
pletion. The $25-million construction cost is beifgntly

As the minister is aware, northern women

We have had many programs over the
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funded by federal and territorial governments. Guwernment
of Canada is picking up 75 percent of the cost thedYukon
government is picking up 25 percent of the costt Bathe
funding will pay the builder to run the plant fdret first 12
months and to train Dawson City staff to operatdtir that.

Can the minister tell us: After those first 12 nfemtwho
will be responsible for the operation and mainteacosts of
this $25-million project?

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: As | alluded to in the question
from the Member for Mount Lorne-Southern Lakes, Yhuon
government will be paying to operate the plant toe first
year. As the MOU stated — and I'm sure the mayos tere
for when we did sign the MOU — we’ve agreed to supp
Dawson if the ongoing costs are unsustainable, ddk wvith
them to make sure that the costs are somethingthlgtcan
afford.

Mr. Silver:
construction to be completed by March 2012. Thatld:@allow
the plant to be operational by late spring. We krbat con-
struction has been delayed by a number of fagharshing that
timeline out further. For example, a project sulicaeior has
stated that the builder made numerous changesetaviste-
water treatment plant’s original design. These stdjents
came through multiple change orders and changectidins
that substantially altered the project. Presumabdse design
changes will have an effect on how the plant israfeel going
forward. Can the minister tell us if there is wankderway to
revise O&M funding arrangements to reflect theseigte
changes?

Hon. Mr. Istchenko:
tion before, this government has agreed to work wie City
of Dawson on the increased O&M costs to look atahgoing
yearly costs. We will manage this for the first yed/e will
look at costs and then we will, with our MOU witra®son,
look at the costs and help them if the costs asistainable.
I'd like to just add to the member opposite thitférward him
a link to some YouTube videos of the constructiiit.olf he
hasn’t been there to see that, | can forward himeskinks.

Mr. Silver:
question.

There are an awful lot of rumours and there iswafullot
of politics behind this current situation and wenvéo deal
with the facts.

Yukon municipalities, like many communities acr@n-
ada, have raised concerns about the downloadimggodatory
costs from other levels of government. “Our Tow@syr Fu-
ture” specifically mentioned community concerns w@bthe
high cost to local government of implementing newste-
water and effluent regulations. It also recordeat,tfincreasing
reports and regulatory requirements means munitggmhave
less to spend on operation and maintenance oftfasiand in
the provision of these services.”

Municipalities suggest that forced growth on thenpoe-
hensive municipal grant could offset rising co§&an the min-
ister provide an update on these discussions alhthey affect
the money to run the Dawson City treatment fa@lity

Yes, as | alluded to in my ques-

| appreciate the minister’s answers to this

Hon. Ms. Taylor: The “Our Towns, Our Future” re-
view is a very excellent example of how our goveeninis
working collaboratively with all Yukon municipalés via the
Association of Yukon Communities. We are very praache
able to work with them on a number of themes thatenad-
dressed throughout the review, which include laedetbp-
ment, energy, asset management, the comprehensivieipal
grant as well as th&lunicipal Actitself. We very much appre-
ciate the work that has been conducted thus famawming for-
ward. We will be pleased to report a significaragress on all
of these and beyond at the upcoming Associatiory ukon
Communities AGM this weekend.

Just to outline our government’s ongoing commitméms
year marks the fifth year of our ongoing municigghnt to
Yukon municipalities. In fact, this year's budgeflects over
$16.5 million in support of Yukon municipalities drtheir

As of late August, the builder expected O&M costs. Certainly, this government, over the tpfige

years, has been able to increase the annual atibtyeover
$800,000.

Questionre:  Peel watershed land use plan

Ms. Hanson: In February of this year the Premier is-
sued a press release and an advertising campaigpeting its
new eight points for the Peel land use plan. Taise& as a sur-
prise to many Yukoners because during the ele¢kienyukon
Party avoided specifics on the Peel.

My question for the Premier is clear. When did ¢as/-
ernment develop the eight points that he insists guide his
government’s approach to the Peel?

Hon. Mr. Cathers: Again, members have brought this
issue up before as the member herself should rechk
government, in the election, not only criticizede throposed
plan — proposed by the commission — but the YukartyPin
fact criticized the Leader of the NDP and the Leaolethe
Liberal Party for committing to implement the prepd plan.

We have indicated repeatedly that we will contitadol-
low all of our obligations under the process. Wealso indi-
cated that we believe that improvements to the plaposed
by the commission can be made. We will be providimgre
information about possible modifications in the edémng
stages of public consultation and of course, wé aghr from
the public, hear from First Nations and from comitiaa prior
to making any final decisions.

Ms. Hanson: Mr. Speaker, | think we're all too famil-
iar with the government’s criticisms of the Offici@pposition
— all too familiar with the government’s criticisnag the pro-
posed plan, but that wasn't my question. Yukoneesewsur-
prised when the government brought out its eightpoWill
the Premier share with us when the eight pointsewavel-
oped?

Hon. Mr. Cathers: Again, | have to point out the
member and her colleague, the Member for Copperbelt
South, have been somewhat confused in their posdiothis
issue at times and have made some accusationdebatno
reflection to the facts. | have to remind the merslibat gov-
ernment, as the Member for Copperbelt South hascadk
edged, has the ability to accept the plan, refesptan or mod-
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ify the plan, as do the other parties in that pssder land that
is settlement land within that area.

We believe it is appropriate, if we believe modifions
should be made, to give the public an indicatiosafhe of the
government’s thinking around that prior to the finaund of
public consultations, rather than after, as it bppeared at
times the members were suggesting. Again, morarrdton
will be provided to the public during the next stagof the
process, and we look forward to hearing from thelipufrom
communities, from First Nations prior to reachingydinal
decisions on this matter.

Ms. Hanson:
one who is confused. The Official Opposition hasrbabso-
lutely clear in stating time and time again what fimal agree-
ment says, and it's that the final plan, as sulsdjtts the plan
that should be taken to the public.

During the election, the Premier shared some ofiews;
however, the Premier said it would be prematureigedpon-
sible to take a clear position on the Peel priofuib public
consultation. | ask the Premier again about hisldeship on
this important issue. Did the Yukon Party governtragvelop
the new eight points to change the Peel plan bethmeng, or
after the election?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: | guess | certainly want to com-
ment on something that | did say during the electepeatedly
as well.

One of the considerations in anything we have taeio
garding this recommended plan and moving forwardhat
area is to consider financial implications as w€lat's some-
thing that the NDP, and at that time the LiberattyPas well,
didn’t think should be considered — one of the gsirthat
Yukoners need to consider when looking at the fipialn.
When it comes to the repeated calls for the Présnpersition, |
think | have made myself very clear on this in gest. This
government, under my leadership, is doing thinga manner
in which we are making decisions collectively. Wee'got an
excellent caucus and Cabinet here, and a lot afgiul input
goes into all the decisions that we make. Whanlsay is what
I've said many times: | respect the responsibgitihat these
ministers have to their portfolios, and they hawefoil confi-
dence and will continue to.

Question re: Youth homelessness

Ms. White: Previously, the Minister of Health and
Social Services said that he was aware there al#gms with
the present youth shelter. When asked, the minsstigr that he
would be contacting various groups to meet with diepart-
ment. These groups were to be included in any jotgrfor any
new options for a youth shelter.

Can the minister bring us up to date on who wathait
meeting and what was concluded?

Hon. Mr. Graham: | made that statement when i
was determined that the proposal we had receiveah fone
NGO in particular did not meet our needs and irt,faas
much too expensive for what we had planned to doeSthat
time, we have had another proposal from the NGQuiestion
to develop a program to relocate and operate ahyshlter,
which is currently located at the Sarah Steeleduj. So the

=

preliminary proposal that we have received frons tNiGO

indicates that it's at least within striking distenof the funding
that we have available to operate the youth ceaimd, we're
still negotiating with that NGO. So we haven't méth all of

the youth centres yet until we have something eesalt of the
conversations that we're having with the NGOs.

Ms. White: | thank the minister for his answer. Dur-
ing the 2011 election, the Yukon Party committed tiovern-
ment to proceed with the youth shelter. To date, libst this
government has done — until | just heard — wasduatioue
operating with its four existing beds at the Sasadele Build-

It's clear that the minister opposite is theing, the home of Alcohol and Drug Services, moregwnly

referred to as “detox”. Youth are frisked at th@idand treated
as if they are guilty of some offence when they @mby look-
ing for a place to sleep. In replying to my predaguestions,
the minister called this an “interim youth shelterid noted
that the location was not good and acknowledgetl ithaas
probably difficult for some youth to go to it.

Now he has announced that medical detox facilitidisbe
in the same building. How does the minister perdese new
services existing with the youth beds in the alyetaght quar-
ters of the Sarah Steele Building?

Hon. Mr. Graham: As | said, we are looking to relo-
cate the youth shelter from the Sarah Steele Bigltth another
facility. However, again, | guess the oppositiorras to be-
lieve that we can do these things instantaneoudyhey take
time. They also take time to go through the proeetisin the
government itself, because we have to make sutenthdnave
money available to operate these new facilities #isdnot
something that’s going to happen overnight.

We're working on it, we are fully committed to ihéh |
have to take exception to the way the member oppstarted
this, because the staff at the Sarah Steele Buyilalia operating
within established guidelines. They do everythimgytpossibly
can to make youth feel comfortable, but the sinipt# of the
matter is, the Sarah Steele Building is first aokifost a de-
tox centre and unfortunately there are rules thastne fol-
lowed. The staff makes every effort to accommodatse
young people, but it is a detox centre.

Ms. White: A safe, accessible emergency shelter for
homeless or at-risk Yukon youth has been an issuengny
years in Whitehorse. Before the election, this Yuk@arty
government said they would solve the problem.

They had already been government at that poingifgint
or nine years. The minister has acknowledged thertetis a
gap in services for youth. A shelter does not htaviee run by
government. There are many examples nationallyoioit jre-
sponsibilities between governments and NGOs fottyahel-
ters. We tabled the report in this House titl&an to End
Youth Homelessness in Calgasome weeks ago. It shows
clearly how creative thinking and community invaivent can
solve this problem.

Will the minister commit to investigating all pob#ities
and continue working with all local youth organipas to see
a youth shelter open its doors before this comiirges?

Hon. Mr. Graham: | have to think that possibly
there’s — | seem to have a problem with communicati said
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we are working with the local NGO because we dowant
the youth centre in the Sarah Steel Building. Waized that it
was not an appropriate place for a youth centresange made
the commitment during the election campaign to mio¥em
the Sarah Steele Building. We are in the proceshoufg that;
we are working with an NGO at the present timerjoand
open a youth centre.

I know the NGO in particular is proposing that rowtly
would they like to operate the youth shelter, eyt would
also make it part of an enriched process of tremmsit support
that would assist these youth in connecting to roHesvices
and programs, not only within the Government of dukbut
within the NGO community as well. So we're considgrthat
option at the same time that we’re consideringNiO option.

Questionre:  Whitehorse Correctional Centre,
aboriginal liaison officer

Mr. Elias:
about the establishment of an aboriginal liaisositpm at the
Whitehorse Correctional Centre. In the 60 minuked t had, |
tried to lay out an argument. However, the answat t did
hear wasn'’t satisfactory to me and the many Yukemneno
asked the Member for Mount Lorne-Southern Lakesraado
actually bring this to the floor of the House.

The simple fact of the matter is that this is alspiace of
the puzzle. When recidivism rates go down and tmabrer of
victims of crime goes down, the cost to the puplicse eases
and it's less stress on the justice system. Thesteinhas had
several weeks to think about this now. It has keerssue for a
number of years. Can the minister please provideHbuse
with another answer? Thank you.

Hon. Mr. Nixon: | thank the member opposite for his
question. Indeed, | received a letter from both Member for
Vuntut Gwitchin and the Member for Mount Lorne-Swoern
Lakes just a couple of weeks ago. That letter heenbfor-
warded to the department and we are taking thagmfiod con-
sideration at this time.

Mr. Elias:
agenda, we're going to be discussing human rights.

I've listened to the phone myself in my office sele
times during this discussion. | think it's importafor us to
understand and recognize that we're dealing witlied citi-
zens when we're talking about the inmates at thetébrse
Correctional Centre and we want that facility tothe best that
it can be. It's a $70-million facility and I've ghithis before:
it's not too much to ask. These native liaison damators are
successful in many other jurisdictions, not onlyoir country.
Australia, for instance, has several programs #nat worth-
while recognizing. | think for us to help the inrastprepare for
re-entry into regular life has a great deal of ienkethink that
Yukoners and inmates, their families and membeos fthe
justice system as well who have approached me \esar
answer. | think the minister has plenty of timeptovide this
House with a reasonable answer to our reasonabkiquo.

Hon. Mr. Nixon: | agree with the member opposite.
That is a very reasonable question. As | statedviaek, the
staff and management of Whitehorse Correctionalti@eare
indeed working on rolling out programming over tt@ming

On the floor of the House today — on our

months and that programming, working with Firstibias and
elders, will indeed identify some of the targetaareof why
people continue to reoffend. Those are things #naton the
table. We will continue to work on rolling out therogram-
ming, as I've mentioned — the substance abuse anoging,
anger management, spousal assault programmingalsefku
fending programming, mental health and educatiapgtading
through Yukon College.

We'll continue to work with First Nation programngin
looking at elders counselling and talking circlésditional
crafts, individual counselling, traditional parewgj and solstice
gatherings and feasts. Those things are beinglrolle. We are
taking all that stuff into consideration. It is immant to us to
decrease the rate of reoffending, and that is enahle.

Mr. Elias: A vast array of social conditions lead to
criminality in our society, whether it is separatirom fami-
lies, trauma from residential schools, alcohol andg abuse,

Last week, | did ask the Justice mInISterIack of education — the list goes on and on. Weewield for

several years by this government to be patient,|ahdnk the
Minister of Justice, because |1 think it was his attpent that
conducted one of the best public consultation &fftivat | have
ever seen during my time here as an MLA. We wekeds$o
exercise patience and we did. Now that the jaibpen, now
that these new programs are promised to be detivarea
timely fashion, we are still hearing the same comedrom the
same families, public officials, inmates and thélmuat large.
That's why I'm on the floor here asking these qitest. We
were told to exercise patience: we did. With 17cpet of abo-
riginal offenders across this country being in fatlesystems
and upwards of 75- to sometimes 90-percent in tiiaNorse
Correctional Facility, something along the way @ working.

Again, we want our Whitehorse Correctional Centrdé
the best that it can be. Quite frankly, Mr. SpeaKen tired of
talking about this one piece of the puzzle that frasen to be
successful in other ministries in this Yukon Pagbwvernment.
Can the minister please provide an answer or regptm that
question?

Hon. Mr. Nixon: Mr. Speaker, | have to commend the
member opposite for taking the time on the floothi$ Legis-
lature to identify that the staff and managementlyewent
over and above and did a real first-class job ds ¢bnsulta-
tion. That information is short in coming from tldficial Op-
position and it would be nice to see more of thattee floor of
this Legislature. So | do appreciate the membeosip point-
ing that out.

Moving forward, there are lots of recommendatiosda
as programming being rolled out at the WCC. We taking
into consideration the suggestion from the membggosite.
Like | said last week, we don’t want to start dopting ser-
vices, so that will be part of that discussion wknenlook into
their recommendations.

Speaker: The time for Question Period has now
elapsed. We will proceed with Orders of the Day.
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ORDERS OF THE DAY

GOVERNMENT MOTIONS

Motion No. 194

Clerk:
Hon. Mr. Nixon.

Speaker: Itis moved by the Minister of Justice

THAT the Yukon Legislative Assembly, pursuant t@-se
tion 17(1) of theHuman Rights Actdoes appoint Jolene
Waugh as a member of the Yukon Human Rights Cononiss
for a term of three years.

Hon. Mr. Nixon:
this motion in the Assembly here today. | woulctlito take a
moment to mention both the Yukon Human Rights Caosami
sion and the individual we are naming to this cossiain.

The Human Rights Commission plays an important irole
addressing human rights concerns in the Yukon. Yhkon
Human Rights Commission is an independent comnmssie-
ated by the Yukon Legislative Assembly. Their maada laid
out in section 16 of theluman Rights Actand section 16 reads
as follows:

Motion No. 194, standing in the name of the

It is a pleasure to rise and speak to

Mr. Elias: We in the Liberal caucus also support the
nomination — or the appointment of Jolene Waugth&Hu-
man Rights Commission. It is obvious that her cntidés are
necessary to do an excellent job. We wish her arelthis new
journey.

Speaker: If no other member wishes to speak at this
time, are you prepared for the question?
Motion No. 194 agreed to

Motion No. 195

Clerk: Motion No. 195, standing in the name of the
Hon. Mr. Cathers.

Speaker: It is moved by the Government House
Leader

THAT the membership of the Select Committee on Whis
tle-blower Protection, as established by Motion W20 of the
First Session of the 33rd Legislative Assemblyabended by:

(1) rescinding the appointment of Darius Elias the
committee; and

(2) appointing Sandy Silver to the committee
and
THAT the mandate of the committee, as stipulateio-

“16(1) There shall be a Human Rights Commission action No. 120, be amended by adding the following:

countable to the Legislature and the commissiofi sha
“(a) promote the principle that every individualfise
and equal in dignity and rights;
“(b) promote the principle that cultural diversity a
fundamental human value and a basic human right;

“THAT if the committee believes that its final i@p will
not be completed in such time as to be tabled dutie 2012
fall sitting of the Legislative Assembly, the chaif the com-
mittee shall table in the House, during the 201Psitting, an
interim report on the committee’s progress, whikhllsinform

“(c) promote education and research designed tehe House of the committee’s expected date for detiop of a

eliminate discrimination;

final report.”

“(d) promote settlement of complaints in accordance

with the objects of this Act by agreement of alitjgss; and

“(e) cause complaints which are not settled by egre
ment, to be adjudicated and at the adjudicatiomptatoe
position which in the opinion of the commission topo-
motes the objects of the Act.

“(2) The commission shall conduct education an@aesh
on the principle of equal pay for work of equalualin the
private sector.”

I'd like to provide a brief summary of Jolene Waugh
whom we are appointing to the commission. Ms. JoMfaugh
has a certificate in aboriginal justice from thetida Education
College in Vancouver. Since August 2011, she ham ben
office administrator for Bringing Youth Towards Edity. She
was also a lead consultation officer from June tyuést 2010.
Ms. Waugh also has volunteer experience with théowiu
Roller Girls, Many Rivers and BreakOut West.

I would encourage all members of this Assemblyup-s
port this motion appointing Ms. Waugh to the consius.
Thank you.

Ms. Moorcroft: The work of the independent Yukon
Human Rights Commission is very important to uphajd
every person’s right to dignity and to upholdingitan rights
law. As the minister knows, the Official Oppositisapports
the appointment of Ms. Waugh to the commission.nkhgu.

Hon. Mr. Cathers: I will be relatively brief in speak-
ing to this motion. | would simply in introducingriote for the
record and for those listening on the radio th& #mendment
to Motion No. 120, which was passed earlier in #itéing, is
based on discussions with the Member for Klondike\is, by
this motion, being appointed to the committee iplaeement
of the Member for Vuntut Gwitchin.

The intention of this was to reach an understandirag
would be acceptable to the Third Party and endtidecommit-
tee to be in its operations with the participatafrthe govern-
ment, the Official Opposition and the Third Pa®g with that,
I commend the amendment to motion — or the memiesh
the select committee, rather, stipulated in Motitm 120. This
current motion would amend that. Of course, we Ww#l in
support of this amendment and hope that all membkthis
House will be as well.

Ms. Stick: | rise to speak on behalf of the NDP Offi-
cial Opposition. We do support this motion and hbeen, in
fact, calling for whistle-blower protection for ang time. We
are pleased to see this committee moving forwadivea wel-
come the opportunity to work with the Member foroKdike,
who has been appointed in this motion.

Most importantly, we are appreciative of the cléare-
lines and expectations that task this committee.avéepleased
to see that they will come forward with either mafi report or,
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failing that, an interim report on progress thisnimg 2012 fall
sitting. We feel confident that this committee wik meeting
soon after this current sitting and are lookingvard to work-
ing together and coming up with a report to present

Mr. Silver:
on this motion. Although the need for whistle-blawegisla-
tion has been avowed by all parties here, there h@en sig-
nificant differences in the opinions as to how thaiuld be
accomplished. It is very important that | speakitaobthe sor-
did history of whistle-blower legislation and howevgot to
where we are here today.

Members of the Liberal caucus, along with represtards
from the Yukon Party and the NDP, took part on hapotvhis-
tle-blower committee from May 2007 to November 2010

For three and a half years, our representativecizated
in good faith on this committee. That was in linghwour val-
ues and our commitment to Yukoners. We believeYthkon
government employees deserve the protection of tighis
blower legislation. Every day we ask those empleyieeapply
their expertise and their good judgment in pursuhm public
interest. We expect them to be the best informexpleein the
territory about public needs and government prejdtimay so
happen that in the course of discharging theirgssibnal du-
ties, they witness unacceptable abuses of publgrams,
money and safety. If reporting these abuses thraeghlar
channels doesn't work, government employees musérbe
powered to bring them to the public eye. Doing sohie ulti-
mate exercise and the ultimate extension of thebifegsional
duties. In turn, creating whistle-blower protectisrthe ethical
extension of our responsibilities as legislatorsetmble gov-
ernment employees to do the best possible job talbef
Yukoners.

As we have said before, we don't believe governneemt
ployees should have to choose between doing tln tiigng
and keeping their jobs. As a caucus, we have doore han
just sit on past whistle-blower committees. We haeen-
paigned on promises to enact whistle-blower letigia a
commitment we repeated in 2002, 2006 and agai®ii2

After the first committee was stalled and failedptoduce
recommendations, we continued to move forward. @eased
— with the NDP committee members — the researchhhd
been completed, including submissions from the Yukmn-
ployees Union, the Yukon Federation of Labour drelYukon
Public Service Commission. We tabled draft whisile~xer
legislation to return the conversation to this eséfter intro-
ducing ourDisclosure Protection Acin March of last year,
government members shut down debate in very sidetr o

Despite these setbacks, we remain committed tongett

together and working this through, which brings tméhe mo-
tion here today — Motion No. 195. There are sevemahs for
a person who keeps on saying and doing the exaw #aings,
but expecting the results to change, and noneeshtare flat-
tering. We have no interest in expanding our effast lending
our credibility to another select committee on wlbiblower
protection if the results of this committee arengpto be the
same as the last. The motion today representspaf@teard

toward protection for government employees and meecau-
tiously, but hopefully, joining in.

The issue is too important to allow past slightistorical
failures to prevent us from trying again. The mot@mends
Motion No. 120, which originally formed the secoBelect

I am very pleased to rise today to speakCommittee on Whistle-blower Protection.

We could not support Motion No. 120. As I've sdilde
Liberal caucus has endeavoured, in good faith, akemwhis-
tle-blower protection a reality in the Yukon by ahmgioning
this issue by tabling legislation and, unfortunatelithout
result, by participating in that last select contest

There was no reason to expect a new committee,efibrm
with the same proportions of members, with veryilsimman-
dates, to return different results. However, we \agy happy
to support Motion No. 195 today. We appreciate gbgern-
ment members’ flexibility. I'd like to give speciakcognition
to the Member for Porter Creek North and the Menioer
Pelly-Nisutlin for coming forward and presentingstton a
more familiar basis and talking to timelines.

As MLAs, both our time and our credibility ultimyebe-
long to our constituents. The government membecemed
that we needed assurances that this committee vibeuttiffer-
ent and that assurances could only be acceptdtkifotrm of
publicly stated and adhered to deadlines. Havirakesp to the
other committee members, we intend to completeresgarch
and offer our recommendations by this fall. If tiet't possi-
ble, the committee’s chair will provide this Housih both an
interim report and an expectation of the completiate for the
final report.

This means the committee is accountable to thissEldor
its progress, just as | am accountable to my ciestis for
how | serve them in this Legislature. These timeginvill help
all of us carry out the trust placed in us and wehie Liberal
caucus welcome that accountability. Let me be ct=amell
about what this means should the chair fail to poedthe final
report or the interim report at the completion datdon’t know
how many chances the Yukon public will give thisrgament
to carry out its 10-year-old promise to enact weislower
protection. They have already given their faithtlie govern-
ment and the government has yet to deliver.

Yukoners are not fools, Mr. Speaker. They will betde-
layed or disappointed forever. | will be keepingstgovern-
ment accountable to its whistle-blower promise, bwill keep
this select committee accountable for the truspleee in it. |
hope we are not simply doing the same thing agaipecting
different results from different members of thisgistative
Assembly. With that, | again thank the governmerinmhers
for working with us to bring forward this motion aerms we
can agree to. Let's get it right this time.

Speaker: If the member now speaks, he will close de-
bate. Does any other member wish to be heard?

Hon. Mr. Cathers: I would like to thank members for
their support of the motion. There are a few comimemade by
the Member for Klondike on behalf of Third Partygvever,
although | wish to have the focus here, as the gowent does,
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on being constructive, we simply cannot let a faatesnents
go without correcting the record. First of all, bwid note that
the amendment to the wording proposed is somettiiag |

proposed to the Liberal House Leader, the MembeKfon-

dike, at a House Leaders’ meeting earlier in tittihg based
on the concerns that had been expressed by tharbene

| would also note that in terms of talking abou¢ thast
work of the previous Assembly, that just as the Iyesiected
members from the Liberal Party cannot really bel mesponsi-
ble for the work of their members on that previsetect com-
mittee, | have to remind the member that, in fache of the
current sitting members of this Legislative Asseynbbere on
the previous Select Committee on Whistle-blowerté&ution.
Again, for any of us who are not part of it, welkgao not
know exactly what went on in the dynamic betweemivers
from any one of three caucuses that participatedan

I will note, in reference to the so-calleMlinority Report”
that is something that was twice ruled on by theakpr —
once by you, Mr. Speaker, and once by the Spedkbeqre-
vious Assembly. Members were reminded, in factt tbports
of a committee require that committee’s consent @ngroval
before they can be tabled in the Assembly. In filista breach
of members’ responsibility for them to step outsiofethat
process. It is a breach of our parliamentary procesi

In reference to th®isclosure Protection Agprovided by
the Liberal Party — both in a previous Legislatikesembly
and the current one — the introducer of the orighil, the
then Member for Porter Creek South, Mr. Inverarigknowl-
edged in his own comments about the bill — thatwaesn’t
sure if it was a good idea, but he hoped there niighsome-
thing out of it that would be worth talking abo®o again, we
can’t have a half-baked product being put forwantd iegisla-
tion. This matter — whistle-blower protection ldgifon — is
very important, but it is also important that thedamce be put
in place correctly, as | believe many members @f ssembly
are aware. It is important in whistle-blower praiec legisla-
tion to have a balance that protects the righengbloyees who
come forward in good faith and make a disclosurakera re-
port. It is important to protect those employe&srfrany reper-
cussion for those actions.

It has also been recognized in jurisdictions treatehdealt
with this legislation that it is important to praetether employ-
ees from misuse of the legislation and that malisiacts be
given appropriate penalties. These are some ofmthre chal-
lenging measures where it is very important thatdbmmittee
do their work, that they get it right and that #hés an appro-
priate balance struck so that we both protect amdgnize the
importance of whistle-blowers bringing forward seis matters
in good faith and give them the appropriate provectvithout
creating a situation that exposes others to maliciacts by
someone.

Again, Mr. Speaker, with that | thank members foeit
support of this amendment to the motion, and agaiould
note that members at times, including when disagsshe
work of the previous whistle-blower protection coitiee, like
to point to areas where they think things couldnbygroved and
dwell on negative elements related to that.

If you look back to previous assemblies prior te Yukon
Party’s time in office in the last two mandates &md current
one, in fact, there had only been other select citteenestab-
lished to provide all-party participation and tcahéom Yuk-
oners on important matters and make recommendatiiotise
Legislative Assembly. The recent string of selemtinmittees,
including the Select Committee on Anti-smoking Lsgfion,
the Select Committee on Human Rights, the Seleatr@ittee
on thelLandlord and Tenant Acall offer vehicles. As other
ones, these really are examples of our willingrtessvolve
members from all parties in an attempt to be moftkalsorative
and multi-partisan, for lack of a better term, ieating with
matters that are of importance to Yukon citizens.

Again, with the current committee, | would encowagl
members of it, from all parties, to put their befforts into
reaching a final product that is a good one anti¢ha lead to
legislation that effectively protects whistle-blawein the
Yukon without being open to abuse or misuse. Witht,t |
commend the motion to the House.

Speaker: Are you prepared for the question?
Some Hon. Members:  Division.
Division
Speaker:  Division has been called.
Bells

Speaker:  Mr. Clerk, please poll the House.

Hon. Mr. Pasloski:
Hon. Mr. Cathers:
Hon. Ms. Taylor:
Hon. Mr. Graham:
Hon. Mr. Kent:
Hon. Mr. Nixon:
Ms. McLeod:

Hon. Mr. Dixon:
Mr. Hassard:
Ms. Hanson:
Mr. Tredger:
Ms. Moorcroft:
Ms. White:
Ms. Stick:
Mr. Barr:
Mr. Elias:
Mr. Silver:
Clerk:
Speaker:
ried.

Agree.
Agree.
Agree.
Agree.
Agree.
Agree.

Agree.
Hon. Mr. Istchenko:

Agree.
Agree.

Agree.
Agree.
Agree.

Agree.

Agree.
Agree.
Agree.
Agree.
Agree.
The results are 18 yea, nil nay.
The yeas have it. | declare the motion car-

Motion No. 195 agreed to

Hon. Mr. Cathers:

I move that the Speaker do now

leave the Chair and that the House resolve into i@itt@e of

the Whole.
Speaker:

It has been moved by the Government House

Leader that the Speaker do now leave the Chairtlaaidthe
House resolve into Committee of the Whole.
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Motion agreed to

Speaker leaves the Chair

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE

Chair (Ms. McLeod): Committee of the Whole will
now come to order. The matter before the Commiteay is
Bill No. 6, First Appropriation Act, 2012-13We are continu-
ing with line-by-line examination of Vote 08, Depaent of
Justice.

Would members like a recess?

All Hon. Members: Agreed.

Chair: Committee of the Whole will recess for 15
minutes.

Recess

Chair: Order. Committee of the Whole will now come
to order.

Bill No. 6: First Appropriation Act, 2012-13 —
continued

Department of Justice —continued

On Public Safety and Investigations — continued

Chair: The matter before the Committee is Bill No. 6,
First Appropriation Act, 2012-13We are continuing line-by-
line examination of Vote 8, Department of Justice.

Ms. Moorcroft:
Department of Justice, in the Public Safety ancestigations
unit, 1 was asking the minister some questionstirgjato the
RCMP contract and to the Police Council. | had atstanding
question on the record and, in reviewing the Bluewasn't
sure that | had received an affirmative respons fthe minis-
ter. After the federal minister signs off on thew20-year po-
lice service agreement, could the minister provadeopy of
that agreement for the opposition parties? I'd li&eput that
question on the record and continue.

The other outstanding questions from reviewing las

week’s debate in Justice were that | had askedmnilméster
about the issue of appointing members to the Pdlicancil
and not accepting the three nominations that haskedorward
from the Council of Yukon First Nations. Also, tl@fficial

Opposition has put on the record both during thed32egisla-
tive Assembly — during the time that the reviewYafkon’s
police force 2010 was underway that we supportedréicom-
mendation to appoint someone on behalf of Yukon emwm
groups to the Police Council.

I'd like the minister to indicate why he didn't ttk that
would be worth doing.

Hon. Mr. Nixon: In light of the time, | would like to
get Justice cleared fairly quickly. We've been tfor, | don't
know, four days. The member opposite asked abeupttice
service agreement and if it would be availablehe public.
There is some final tweaking that will be done battagree-
ment, and | did mention that it would be availabhe likely
on-line by the fall.

The Police Council — again, there were recommeadati
coming forward from all Yukon First Nations. | sefed mem-

When we adjourned debate in the

bers in great consideration and after meeting wittumber of
the individuals who had applied. | firmly believsat the cross
representation of Yukoners we have on that councibnd |
continue to hear people’s gratitude on who the nmesare on
that council — | do believe that they will do usogio

At the end of the day, for the Police Council, bded to
look at all sorts of facets of life in Yukon andd believe that |
was able to do that.

Ms. Moorcroft: Earlier today in debate, the minister
asserted that the opposition had never recognizedyovern-
ment for its good work. | want to again put on tkeord that
the review of Yukon’s police force was a significamitiative.
It was something that | think the government neetdedio and
did well. In particular, | appreciate that the Ywukgovernment
funded the Victoria Faulkner Women’'s Centre, thekatu
Aboriginal Women'’s Council, and the Whitehorse Apoval
Women'’s Circle in order that women’s groups couddtigipate
on a review of Yukon’s police force and serve asniers of
the advisory committee without being expected takwimr
free. All of the other members of the committee evegpre-
senting either government departments or the Aatoai of
Yukon Communities, and groups and organizationsewer
funded.

| again want to thank the government for the faet they
did fund women’s groups’ participation. Having fueadit, we
will be looking to see that the Yukon governmenesiample-
ment recommendations of the report of the threehairs of
the Police Council — the report callefharing Common
Ground — in particular, the recommendations that women’s
groups said were needed to address the very sgiobkem of
high rates of violence against women here in thieoviu

Yukon women’s groups have been very active in glli
attention to the problem and putting forward nddtjpublic
education, but representations that everyone rtegd&e some
responsibility. The theme for Sexual Assault Awaen
Month, which starts tomorrow beginning on May 1;Néen’s
Bole in Stopping Rape.”

| put on the record when we adjourned debate itickus
last year that there are seven or eight Yukon’s ei@mgroups
who would like an opportunity to meet with the nster as
well as the work that they are doing to hold a muphknel to
host educational sessions about sexual consentogomduce
posters and ads explicitly outlining some tactamsrfien.

To seek real justice and to achieve a real redudtioates
of sexual assault, the government needs to woitk witmen’s
groups to ensure that dignity is upheld throughbetjourney
through the criminal justice system. Yukon womegisups
have said that they would look forward to havingogportu-
nity to share some ideas with the Minister of hestWill the
Minister of Justice agree to their formal requestreet with
him?

Hon. Mr. Nixon: | think it's important to point out, as
the member opposite has indicated, that the depattias
done a good job of getting the Police Council é&gtthe mem-
ber from the Third Party alluded to in Questioni@&r— he
was commending their work, saying it was one of likst he
had seen. | made a statement in Question Periddh&aOffi-
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cial Opposition maybe doesn’'t give the staff enougldit
where credit is due and actually criticizes thempeXfect ex-
ample of that was the Member for Takhini-Kopper d(italk-
ing about the youth going to the youth shelter #mal staff
treating them as if they were criminals and guiltjst wanted
to get that off my chest, because the departmeet feally did
do an exceptional job on this review and in movfogvard
with the Police Council.

The member opposite asked if | would be interested
meeting with representatives from the women’s gsoapd I'm
always happy to meet with stakeholders from anyugror
organization, so my answer is yes, I'm happy to tmeih
them. I'd be happier to meet with them after sessgover
though.

On Operation and Maintenance Expenditures

On Director

Ms. Moorcroft:
item, please.

Hon. Mr. Nixon:
due to the restructuring of a program to enhancereallocate
the SCAN registrar position to the director’s offi¢o create a
criminal reduction and public safety coordinatorsition, to
manage the investigations standards operationshangrolific
offender management along with collective agreemesmd
management group and benefit costs.

Director in the amount of $348,000 agreed to

On Safer Communities and Neighbourhoods

Ms. Moorcroft: Could | get a breakdown, please?

Hon. Mr. Nixon:
question. There was a decrease of $52,000 dueeteetiruc-
turing of the program to enhance and reallocat€ANregis-
trar position to the director’s office, to createrane reduction
and public safety coordinator position, to mandgeitvestiga-
tion standards operation and prolific offender ngmmaent
along with the collective agreement and benefitos

Ms. Moorcroft: In providing a breakdown for the
previous line item, | thought | heard the ministay that there
has been an increase of over $100,000 because ehténges
made in relation to staffing for the safer commiesitand
neighbourhoods. So why are the amounts differerthefin-
crease in one line item and the decrease in ther btie item?

Hon. Mr. Nixon: It's the same director. They are dif-
ferent programs — so, one increased and one decreas

Safer Communities and Neighbourhoods in the amofint
$364,000 agreed to

On Police Services

Ms. Moorcroft: Could | ask the minister for some in-
formation on this line item, please?

Hon. Mr. Nixon: The overall increase for the Police
Services is $2,406,000, which consists of an irs@eaf
$1,266,000 allocated to the Police Services for 20&2-13
fiscal year to fund the following: base salary,cioigrowth for
2012-13 of $292,000; a new pension-rate increaskl@f000;
major crime investigator costs of $174,000; M Diwsfor a
domestic violence assault team of $678,000 andAtberta
Serious Incident Response Team, or ASIRT, of $1k,0

I'd like a breakdown for the line

In addition, $1,140,000 is budgeted for frexritorial Po-
lice Service Agreementallocation. The existing funding of
$250,000 for the salaries of the guards and matainthe
Whitehorse RCMP detachment will be moved to theesrr
processing unit, and an increase of $1,390,00BdsYukon’s
70-percent portion to th&erritorial Police Service Agreement
of the recovery for the APU.

Ms. Moorcroft: The minister indicated that there was
$678,000 for the proposed new domestic violence sdial
assault response team. Can the minister tell usrhamy posi-
tions that would be and when that will be enactadien will
they be on the ground and ready to start?

Hon. Mr. Nixon: That will consist of four positions.
The hiring is underway. We do believe that by th# there
will be a full complement of staff for that office.

Ms. Moorcroft: | would like to ask the minister for
some details regarding the new arrest processiitg lde re-
ferred to expenditures for the guards and matrbas previ-

There was an increase of $105,0000usly were employed at the Whitehorse cells. Peapenow

detained — rather than at the detachment in dowmtdthite-
horse, people are taken up to the arrest processih@ttached
to the new Whitehorse Correctional Centre. Is #gtaffed by
guards and matrons or staffed by Department oficiugim-
ployees?

Hon. Mr. Nixon: Indeed, when cells were held at the
RCMP detachment, it was staffed by the Commissierai
Now that the APU has moved up to Whitehorse Caoorat
Centre, it is staffed by trained and very capablbitéforse

| thank the member opposite for her Correctional staff.

Ms. Moorcroft: The other question | have for the
minister in relation to the police services contrigcrelated to
training. Throughout th8haring Common Grouneeport and a
variety of over 20 reports that were submitted bynmunity
groups to the police review, there was an acknogdddneed
for more training for members of the RCMP.

In particular, communities identified the need f@ining
on First Nations’ culture. People identified theeddor training
on the residential school experience of First Netigpeople in
the Yukon and the historic relationship betweendheriginal
peoples of the Yukon and the RCMP. There were @ailsoer-
ous recommendations brought forward relating tdicgavith
crimes of violence against women. Are there anyd$upro-
vided to the RCMP for training for members spectficthe
Yukon? For example, the Yukdfamily Violence Prevention
Act is something that is different from what'’s in @aia other
jurisdictions.

Hon. Mr. Nixon: In answering the member’'s ques-
tion, we believe that the RCMP have internally edlied fund-
ing to send their officers and their staff to thertiiern Institute
of Social Justice for training. This summer | véttend Depot
in Regina. There will be a large focus at Depotcatturally
sensitive training for the members graduating iattlso I'm
very much looking forward to seeing that first-hahdontinue
to look forward to working with the RCMP and the ideern
Institute of Social Justice to ensure that theytiooe accessing
that programming and making sure that their staff police
are trained in culturally sensitive approaches.
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Ms. Moorcroft: The minister is probably aware that
there have been numerous requests coming forwand &bo-
riginal women’s groups for funding in order to deeth the
high rates of violence and sexualized violence they experi-
ence. The Liard Aboriginal Women’s Society had plhya
leadership role in establishing the Together fatide project,
bringing members of the community and the RCMP ttogie

Is the minister generally in support of base fugdfor
Yukon aboriginal women’s groups so that they cartigipate
in improving police services to meet their needs?

Hon. Mr. Nixon: The final report of the review enti-
tled, Sharing Common Groundecommended, among other
things, establishing an inter-agency working gredm group
of members from Council of Yukon First Nations, wems
organizations, Government of Yukon, health provdethe
RCMP and the public prosecutions office.

The domestic violence and sexualized assault fraew
committee was established and it has begun to derndbr-
mation on current services and structures in Yukts.also
considering best practices and research on codedineom-
munity responses to domestic violence and sexubbzsault.
In addition, the committee is exploring a numberspgcific
service-delivery areas identified, including thdt abarifying
protocols and practices relating to police chargimgctices,
including cases of dual charging and the use ohgry aggres-
sor assessments, and also clarifying victim sesviesponsi-
bilities including victim-assistance volunteers.

Finally, they are supporting research being coretudty
the Yukon Advisory Council on Women’s Issues totdretin-
derstand the concept and service gaps relateddgaa advo-
cate for women.

Police Services in the amount of $23,369,000 agteed

Public Safety and Investigations Operation and Magn
nance Expenditures in the amount of $24,081,000 egd to

On Capital Expenditures

On Operational Equipment

Ms. Moorcroft: Could the minister tell us what this
line item is for, please?

Hon. Mr. Nixon: My apologies for taking a bit of
time; | just wanted to make sure that we're prawidaccurate
information. As indeed | suspected, this line itierfor surveil-
lance equipment for SCAN.

Operational Equipment in the amount of $8,000 adriee

Public Safety and Investigations Capital Expendigs in
the amount of $8,000 agreed to

Public Safety and Investigations Total Expenditurés
the amount of $24,089,000 agreed to

Chair: On to page 14-27.

On Human Rights

Chair: Is there any general debate?

On Operation and Maintenance Expenditures

On Human Rights Commission

Ms. Moorcroft: | would like to ask the minister for a
breakdown of the line item for the Human Rights @ussion.

Hon. Mr. Nixon:
$15,000 for the Human Rights Commission. This i®agoing
increase of 2.75 percent to the commission’s cackgébt.

Human Rights Commission in the amount of $552,000
agreed to.

On Human Rights Adjudication Board

Ms. Moorcroft: Could the minister give us a break-
down for the line item?

Hon. Mr. Nixon: This is an increase of $60,000 for
the Human Rights panel of adjudicators operatirgisto fund
honoraria of $20,000; training and travel for arfdomember of
$7,000; meeting space rental of $20,000; and legahsel of
$13,000. This increase is ongoing.

Human Rights Adjudication Board in the amount of
$98,000 agreed to

Human Rights Total Expenditures in the amount of
$650,000 agreed to

On Revenues

Revenues cleared

On Government Transfers

Government Transfers cleared

On Changes in Tangible Capital Assets and Amoitinat

Changes in Tangible Capital Assets and Amortization
cleared

Department of Justice agreed to

Chair: That concludes the Department of Justice. We
are going to carry on with the Department of Highsvand
Public Works. The Committee will recess for fivenmies.

Recess

Chair: Order please. Committee of the Whole will
now come to order.

Department of Highways and Public Works —contin-
ued

On Transportation Division —continued

On Highway Construction — YG Funded: Dempster High-
way

Chair: We are continuing with the line-by-line exami-
nation of Department of Highways and Public Worksans-
portation Division, at page 13-14. The line undiscdssion is
Dempster Highway. Mr. Istchenko has the floor.

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: | await a question.

Highway Construction — YG Funded: Dempster Highway
in the amount of $900,000 agreed to

On Highway Construction — YG Funded: Canol Road

Mr. Elias: | do have some questions possibly under
this line item. If the minister could provide a akdown first
and then I'll initiate discussion after that.

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: In addressing the member oppo-
site, $1 million is designated for the Maintenaranch in
which there has been a significant increase itiicrdtie to the
current exploration boom. The current alignmennisieed of
significant vegetation growth removal, ditchingsfaging and
spot repairs to accommodate the existing traffis. & safety

Indeed, there is an increase ofthing. Also, there is $450,000 for environmentasessment.

It's for our Engineering branch for work that isopopsed,
which includes geotechnical investigations revidWwP@/GSC
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design produced in the 1980s with the goal of nyaalif it to
more closely follow the existing road alignment dadise ex-
isting creek and river crossings, geotechnical stigation test-
ing, some pit development for long-term maintenaneeds,
and finalize environmental assessment to allowréutonajor
construction if necessary.

safety improvements — construction of safety-relaien-
provements of various intersections along the Adadighway
through the Whitehorse area. Funds also cover ergimg and
other types of evaluations of sites where therecaneerns.
Proposed projects for the 2012-13 season: subgrade
strengthening at kilometre 1240 on the Alaska Higinwock

On Highway Construction — YG Funded: Canol Road inscaling at various locations between kilometresaB@l 60 on

the amount of $1,450,000 agreed to

On Highway Construction — YG Funded: Atlin Road

Ms. Moorcroft: Could the minister give us an update
on this project and a breakdown of the line iteteape? Can
he also tell us how many miles of construction thaticipate
for this year’s budget?

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: All your questions shall be an-
swered in my breakdown. The BST and revegetatiom fr
kilometre 17 to 22 and kilometre 36.5 to 41 — tisigecon-
struction of the Atlin Road including earthwork adrage im-
provements, base course construction, guide rplacement
and BST resurfacing. The resulting road will mele¢ 180-
kilometres-per-hour design standard for light dasphalt sur-
face.

Work will be done by contract and the BST will bep
vided by TMB forces. Kilometre 0 to 1 was completayeral
years ago, and kilometres 1 to 6 grade constructias ten-
dered in 2006-07 with BST in 2007-08; guardraitatiation at
the highest priority locations in 2009-10; and Bl2-12, kilo-
metres 6 to 17 were reconstructed; earthwork waspteted
on kilometre 17 to 22 and kilometre 36.5 to 41 DilP-12.
Funds in 2012-13 are required to reconstruct frélmmetres
32 to 36.5; and surface with BST on two sectiortzuite in
2011-12 — kilometre 17 to 22 and kilometre 36.310

the Klondike Highway; guardrail repair locationskitbmetre
192 to the junction with Alaska Highway and Stew@rdssing.

Highway Construction — YG Funded: Pavement Rehabili
tation and Other Road Improvements in the amount of
$3,960,000 agreed to

On Highway Construction — YG Funded: Bridges —
Numbered Highways/Secondary Roads

Highway Construction — YG Funded: Bridges — Num-
bered Highways/Secondary Roads in the amount 8691000
agreed to

On Highway Construction — YG Funded: Other Roads

Ms. Moorcroft: I'd like the minister to provide us
with a breakdown, please.

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: This project involves a variety
of projects on secondary roads throughout the YuKdrese
types of projects include the application of BSmali design
projects, crushing, vegetation control, bridge aimrit re-
placement and the rural roads upgrading programh8&e is
$2 million toward the Takhini Hot Springs Road; $3mD0
Silver Trail aggregate production and haul and gilanother
$500,000 for right-of-way vegetation control, which terri-
tory-wide; resource access roads of $500,000, wiscterri-
tory-wide; rural road upgrading of $200,000, whislterritory-
wide; roadway improvements of $1,000,000, whictersitory-

On Highway Construction — YTG Funded: Atlin Road inwide.

the amount of $2,600,000 agreed to

Ms. Moorcroft: Do the expenditures for the Silver

On Highway Construction — YTG Funded: Pavement ReFrail include improvements on the road to Keno?

habilitation and Other Road Improvements

Ms. Moorcroft: Could we get a breakdown for the
line item, please?

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: Firstly, | would like to explain
that we do have a comprehensive pavement manageysent
tem. It has been in place for a number of years.

The system includes much of our asphalt pavement, a

well as overdue rehabilitation. This project istpafrthe pave-
ment rehabilitation program, approved by Manageniodrd
in 2000.

The 2012-13 projects include the following: priméaigh-
way local safety improvements; subgrade strengtigerat
kilometre 1240 on the Alaska Highway; rock scalaig/arious
locations between kilometres 50 and 60 on the Kilan#ligh-
way; guardrail repairs at various locations betw&iometre
192 junction with the Alaska Highway and kilomets88,
Stewart Crossing and the Klondike Highway; ripragtallation
at various locations between kilometres 660 and 6@5he
Klondike Highway; installation of active speed linsigns,
Beaver Creek and Tagish; Klondike Highway resunfgérom
kilometres 24 and 25 and 36 and 37 — this is pregds re-
pave the existing pavement; Alaska Highway resimta&ilo-
metres 1437 and 1442; and the last is primary highlecal

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: I’'m not sure of the answer but |
will get back to the member opposite.

On Highways Construction — YG Funded: Other Roads i
the amount of $4,700,000 agreed to

On Aviation/Yukon Airports — Whitehorse Airport Afat
and Sewer Extension
Ms. Moorcroft: I'm looking for a breakdown for this
line item from the minister.

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: | don't have an exact break-
down, but it's the sewer and water system thatrelddo the
south area to meet the current and future developmeeds.
Part of it will be wildfire operations to bring theup to a stan-
dard and for Air North to comply with City of Whherse fire
protection requirements. Those are the two big.ones

Then as for existing development in the futurendw that
the end of the line will be opted, so we will conté to work
with the City of Whitehorse on future developments.

Ms. Moorcroft: The minister did present some infor-
mation in general debate about this project. Wil 1$3.3 mil-
lion be the completion of the project in one fisgahr or will
this be a multi-year project?

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: | believe it's a two-year project.
For most of it, we are working on getting it dohéstyear.
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Aviation/Yukon Airports — Whitehorse Airport Waserd
Sewer Extension in the amount of $3,321,000 agieed

On Aviation/Yukon Airports — Other Airports Projgct

Mr. Elias:
this line item? If so, can he be specific to thenowinities that
the airports are in?

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: There is $1 million for the sec-
ondary jetway, which is for walking on and off dfet plane;
hanger A, B and C apron rehabilitation, $700,000Nhite-
horse; there is $700,000 for the Mayo aerodromeydoa
aerodrome, $275,000; Faro aerodrome, $200,000; &lrw
aerodrome, $200,000; Yukon-wide aerodromes, $305;Difat
will probably be standard stuff required at eadpai. White-
horse International Airport, $150,000; pavement clpi,
$100,000; extend taxiway G to lease lots, $30,@@¥ement
overlay taxiway A and E design, $25,000; and paralinway
pavement overlay design, $20,000.

Aviation/Yukon Airports — Other Airports Projectsthe
amount of $3,745,000 agreed to

Transportation Division Capital Expenditures in the
amount of $58,181,000 agreed to

Transportation Division Total
amount of $113,487,000 agreed to

On Supply Services

On Operation and Maintenance Expenditures

On Finance and Administration

Ms. Moorcroft: I would like to ask the minister for a
breakdown of the line items, please.

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: This activity includes $691,000
for personnel costs of five FTEs; $53,000 for otherding,
which breaks down as $29,000 for communications,®&I0
for supplies and $9,000 for other support costser@hs an
increase of $42,000 from the 2011-12 estimatesclwltd due
primarily to collective agreement increases.

Expenditures in the

expenses, $39,000; program materials, $11,000;085f0r
travel out of Yukon; $5,000 for Contract Services ¢onsult-
ing; $6,000 for other support costs; and collectiggeement

Can the minister provide a breakdown forincreases of $55,000.

Transportation and Communication in the amount of
$1,482,000 agreed to

On Stores and Assets

Ms. Moorcroft: Could I have a breakdown, please?

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: There are six FTEs and that's
$456,000. Then there’'s $29,000 of other fundingwdifich
$16,000 is postage and freight for delivery frornttal Stores
inventory orders; $9,000 for program materials;0$8, for
other support costs; $36,000 for transfer paymeftisre’s an
increase of $11,000 from 2011-12 estimates dueolieative
agreement increases and a transfer of one FTE aady g0
Corporate Services finance and administration.

Stores and Assets in the amount of $521,000 adeeed

Supply Services Operation and Maintenance Expendi-
tures in the amount of $3,744,000 agreed to

On Capital Expenditures

On Transportation and Communication

Ms. Moorcroft: Can the minister tell us what project
this capital line item will cover?

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: These funds will be used for the
replacement of two Pitney Bowes mailroom postagdimga
machines, current model 1000. Postage mailing mashare
computer-based mechanical devices that procesghyseal
and apply appropriate postage to each envelopeoserit’'s an
upgrade to new technology. Our old stuff was tab ol

Transportation and Communication in the amount
$70,000

Supply Services Capital Expenditures in the amouwsft
$70,000 agreed to agreed to

Supply Services Total Expenditures in the amount of

of

Finance and Administration in the amount of $740,00 $3,814,000 agreed to

agreed to

On Procurement Services

Ms. Moorcroft: | would like a breakdown for this line
item as well, please.

Hon. Mr. Istchenko:
$8,000 for other funding support costs; and anease of
$12,000 from the 2011-12 estimates, and that istdwsllec-
tive agreement increases.

Ms. Moorcroft:
there a statistics or grants page for where thaisdsf are being
allocated?

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: That is $8,000.

Ms. Moorcroft: Clear.

Procurement Services in the amount of $557,000eabte

On Queen’s Printer

Queen’s Printer in the amount of $440,000 agreed to

On Transportation and Communication

Ms. Moorcroft:
down?

Hon. Mr. Istchenko:
$896,000; and then the other funding of $586,0@&@ks down
to delivery cost of government-wide mail of $52@Q0Gental

On Property Management

Ms. Moorcroft: We did have some general debate on
Property Management and, as well, on meeting thieibg
code health and safety, energy efficiency and suetdity

There are six FTEs at $549,000; standards in government-owned and leased facilifiee min-

ister stated in general debate that there werdiedroil burner
mechanics working for Government of Yukon to enstirat
government-owned and leased facilities met all eheafety

For the $800,000 of other costs, is standards. Is this the branch in which those enggsywould

be working?

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: Yes, it is. Just to update — we
employ a total of five certified oil burner mechesmiwho over-
see the operation and maintenance of Yukon govertime
owned oil burning furnaces. Every furnace is fullgrviced
once per year and re-serviced semi-annually. Depgrah the
site of the facility, some furnaces are inspectea@ alaily basis,
while smaller furnaces are inspected biweekly. eargchools

Could the minister provide a break- with larger systems have building engineers wheeuos the

operation of the furnace daily. Smaller schoolshvwstnaller

There are 12.25 FTEs and that’s boiler systems have building maintenance stafhig@ito over-

see the operation at least biweekly.
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In most government lease agreements, where the rruko

government is the tenant, the landlord is respdm$dy having
the building heating system inspected and serviced.

Chair: We will proceed line by line, Property Man-
agement, Vote 55, pages 13 to 24.

On Operation and Maintenance Expenditures

On Finance and Administration

Ms. Moorcroft: | would like to ask the minister for a
breakdown of this line item.

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: There are 14 FTEs at
$1,249,000; another $219,000 for other supports¢caaid an
increase due to collective agreement and managegdses of
$43,000.

Finance and Administration in the amount of $1,088,
agreed to

On Facility Management and Regional Services

Ms. Moorcroft: Could | get a breakdown, please?

Hon. Mr. Istchenko:
Property Management. There are 184 FTEs, and that
$13,834,000. There is another $8,966,000 of funditgch is
broken down into: repairs and maintenance of $3(RMH
heating fuels, electricity and utilities of $3,9830; program
materials of $825,000; $137,000 for communicatici9,000
for travel in the Yukon; $494,000 for rental expesis$78,000
for other support costs and collective agreemeoteases of
$601,000.

Facility Management and Regional Services in thewmn
of $22,958,000 agreed to

On Realty and Capital Asset Planning

Ms. Moorcroft: I'd like a breakdown of this line item,
too, please.

Hon. Mr. Istchenko:
costs and that's 7.65 FTEs; the other $11,341,80broken
down into rental expenses of $9,859,000; $1,463000e-
pairs and maintenance, which includes heating,tr&dat in-
surance and $19,000 of other costs; $223,000 fren2011-12
estimates and that's collective agreement and exaamntce in-
creases, lease increases and also transfers iioctiease.

Ms. Moorcroft:
over $9 million for rental expenses. How many binid is the
government leasing and renting?

Hon. Mr. Istchenko:
managed by the government — 94 as the lessee aad tk
lessor.

Ms. Moorcroft:
the minister related to the accessibility of goveemt build-
ings, whether they are government-owned or goventime
leased facilities. The minister has indicated thatdepartment
is working to ensure that accessibility requireraenill be
incorporated into new leases. | would like to as& minister
how long that will take, given that the time perifodt leases
may differ between a one-year or a three-year |lddg® many
years will it be before the department can compietework of
ensuring that all government-leased facilities mbetrequire-
ments of being fully accessible and in compliandéh whe
Human Rights Aét

There is $798,000 for personnel

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: As | alluded to in our previous
discussions on this issue, as a lease comes uprfewal, this
is the type of stuff — the existing requiremente arhat we
look for in our new leases. An example would be tha are
renovating our new library and we are putting Labidims
Secretariat — moving some of the departments wothes of
the space management we have been talking aboutowet
have the money to go and drop everything and db &t once,
but it is an ongoing process and it is a prioritythis depart-
ment — the priority being that this department isrking to-
gether on space management, which would betterhswing
the departments closer together, and then lookimgiialessees
and lessors when we renew that they are code-cantphind
they do bring it up to the new standard, so it nsomgoing
process. | cannot give an exact time, but it isi@ripy with this
government.

Ms. Moorcroft: If the minister cannot give an exact

This is the meat and potatoes of time, can he tell us what is the longest leaseithatirrently in

place — is it three years or five years until teade would ex-
pire and he would be able to renegotiate the stasdar the
building space?

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: Most of our leases in the past
were three years. An example is we just signedve-yfear
lease agreement with the Village of Haines Junctioma fire
truck and ambulance station, which is all code gige&So that
is the sort of thing that we are looking at goinginto the fu-
ture.

If we can lease longer, we can ask for more arshves
taxpayers’ money.

Realty and Capital Asset Planning in the amount of
$12,139,000 agreed to

Property Management Operation and Maintenance Ex-
penditures in the amount of $36,555,000 agreed to

On Capital Expenditures

On Building Overhead

Ms. Moorcroft: Could I have a breakdown, please?

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: This does tie into the last ques-
tion. The government departments and agencies -s-fio-

The minister stated that there wasgram manages an accountable process for planniogrgm

design and construction of facilities to meet theéque ac-
commodation needs of public programs. This is acueby

We have 138 separate leasesmanaging capital facilities, building developmentdamainte-

nance projects and procurement facility buildingd aervices
necessary to meet the needs of each project. Tdrer81.85

I have had previous discussions with FTE personnel at $1,181,000; realty and capitatassnage-

ment of $2,789,000; initiation phase support $500;,@esign
$354,000; other capital development realty camtalet plan-
ning $236,000; tenant improvements of $50,000; ane-

design of $41,000.

Building Overhead in the amount of $3,970,000 agtee

On Building Maintenance

Ms. Moorcroft: Could | get a breakdown for the line
item, please?

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: These types of work projects are
services: They are conveyance systems, weigh ssagmumb-
ing, HVAC, fire protection and electrical; theref2,198,000
— this is elevator upgrades, semi-potable watérsaparators,
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weigh station scales; superstructure exterior esaofing, a
shell, which is $1 million for replacement of thaoftop, glaz-
ing, deck repairs and painting; interiors — interimors, spe-
cialty stair construction, stair finishes, wallifhes, floor fin-
ishes, ceiling finishes of $62,000; sub-structureepexy re-
pair, and structural wood, $124,000; site work]aeing a sep-
tic tank for $322,000. This is septic tank and ds field.

Building Maintenance in the amount of $3,748,006ead
to

On Space Planning/Tenant Improvements

Ms. Moorcroft:
2011-12 budget for space planning and tenant ingonants,
and this year it is $884,000. Is that the comptetib a project
that was begun last year, or are these new pr8jects

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: It is largely due to the tenant
improvements at the library space which is $424,00®re is
consolidation of the Property Management branchl1& In-
dustrial Road of $250,000; accommodate Public Ser@om-
mission and ECO, second floor of $200,000; tenamirove-
ments ICT first floor, $5,000.

Perhaps the minister can give the breakdown anid ntiight
assist in some of the questions that we have heut tve would
like to set it aside. Thank you.

On Operation and Maintenance Expenditures

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: This activity includes: 17.8
FTEs, which is $1,696,000, there is $314,000 faeofunding
costs, which consist of $79,000 for program malkers68,000
for advertising; $62,000 for consulting; $60,000 fental ex-
penses; $15,000 for travel out of the Yukon; $30,69 other
support cost items such as supplies and commuoitsti

| note that there was $100,000 in the$4,000 is transfer payments; and then there isnarease of

$45,000 due to collective agreement increases.

On Administration

Administration in the amount of $2,014,000 agre=d t

Ms. Moorcroft: Madam Chair, the minister indicated
that he would be able to give us a breakdown ofetkgendi-
tures in the line item, but that he had committechaving a
meeting with the MLA for Takhini-Kopper King. Theinister
is not himself the minister responsible for therfete Language
Services Directorate; those responsibilities hasenbassigned

Space Planning/Tenant Improvements in the amount @b the Minister of Community Services. | understdbdt the

$884,000 agreed to

On Project Management Services

Ms. Moorcroft:
management services this is designed for?

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: That is recoverable money.
These are projects that we manage on behalf ofrettelients
to enable the project sponsor to achieve desirézbmes, so it
is 100-percent recoverable. That money is set dsidan the
projects, then we recover the money in the end.

Ms. Moorcroft:
ple of one of the projects that it would cover? Bbe recover
from the client? Where is the recoverable?

Hon. Mr. Istchenko:
federal government, Border Services. We manage bugid-
ing and facilities in Beaver Creek and down theridaiRoad.
Then it was recoverable. The Liquor Corporatioraisther
example.

Project Management Services in the amount of $10000
agreed to

On Prior Years’ Projects

Prior Years’ Projects in the amount of nil cleared

Property Management Capital Expenditures
amount of $9,602,000 agreed to

Property Management Total Expenditures in the amadun
of $46,157,000 agreed to

On French Language Services Directorate

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: If the member wants a break-
down, | can give a breakdown, Madam Chair. | halso a
committed to the Member for Takhini-Kopper King have a
meeting and discuss any questions related to Freacbuage
Services Directorate, but | can give them a breakdd they
require it.

Ms. Moorcroft:
Directorate, we would appreciate setting this bhaaside and
being able to have debate with the minister resptn$or the
French Language Services Directorate and an dffisiailable.

in the

Could the minister give us an exam-

minister and the Chair had agreed that this liamitvould not
clear, but that we would set the French Languagei&s Di-

Can the minister tell us what project rectorate aside and allow for further debate winenappropri-

ate minister and an official from the French Larggi&ervices
Directorate could be available.

Ms. Moorcroft: | move that we adjourn debate on the
French Language Services Directorate and cometbatk

Chair: It has been moved by Ms. Moorcroft that we
adjourn debate on the French Language ServicestDiege.

Some Hon. Members:  Agree.

Some Hon. Members:  Disagree.

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: | did agree to the Member for

Some of the external clients are Takhini-Kopper King to sit at a meeting. We donave offi-

cials. There won't be an official here for the néxb weeks.
So I've committed to sitting when the official gétack so we
can sit down and questions can be asked.

We can meet with the Minister of Community Services
and ask all the questions in the world.

Chair: As we are unable to clear these budget items, if
one of the members wishes to put forward a motmstand
aside debate for the French Language ServicestDiege.

Ms. White: I move that we stand over debate for the
French Languages Services Directorate.

Chair: It has been moved by Ms. White that we stand
over debate for the French Languages Services tOrate. Are
you agreed?

Some Hon. Members:

Some Hon. Members: Disagree.

Chair: | believe the yeas have it.

French Language Services Directorate stood over

Agree.

Chair: Order please. The next department will be Fi-

For the French Language Servicesnance because we are unable to continue on in Higdwand

Public Works — Department of Finance, Vote 12. Catte®a
of the Whole will recess for 15 minutes, please.
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Recess to Bill C-38, anAct to Implement Certain Provisions of the
Chair: Committee of the Whole will now come to or- Budget Tabled in Parliament on March 29, 2012 anithe®

der. We are going to now look at the DepartmenfFioaince,
Vote 12.

Department of Finance

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: I'd like to take this opportunity to
provide the Committee with a few introductory reksaon the
Department of Finance 2012-13 budget. The 2012slifhates
for the department total $7.9 million. Virtuallyl &f this is for
operation and maintenance, with only $12,000 atkxtaor
capital expenditures. The Finance budget is 0.68ep¢ of the
total 2012-13 budget.

Measures I'd just ask the Minister of Finance if he cowdg-
plain to this House the implications, if any, ofidion 4, part 4
of this act. It will amend th&¥ukon Acto provide the authority
for the Governor-in-Council to set, on recommeratabf the
Minister of Finance — not this Minister of Finandewould
add, but the Minister of Finance for Canada — theximum
amount of territorial borrowings and to make regjoles in
relation to those maximum amounts, including whatstitutes
borrowing, the relevant entities and the valuatidrthe bor-
rowings. | can see where that may be necessarthaught
necessary, by Ottawa, with respect to the Northiwesttories

The O&M budget is spread among four program arsas and Nunavut, where in fact those governments ddaeé the

follows: the largest program, and the program tactvtall de-
partmental staff are assigned, is the treasuryrpmgat $7.5
million. Salary costs account for approximately p&&rcent, or
$5.9 million of the treasury budget. Banking seesgicsupplies,
telephone, travel, contracts, et cetera, at $1lMomi account
for 18 percent of the program budget. The publitities in-

come tax transfer in the amount of $213,000 aceofort the
remaining program budget.

quasi-provincial status of a territory like theritarial govern-
ment which, since 2003, has assumed many of thanmial-
like responsibilities. | would be interested in thinister of
Finance’s comments with respect to the impact ©f dmend-
ment to theYukon Actand what, if anything, he has done in
terms of speaking with the Minister of Finance tarify the
impact on Yukon.

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: | did touch briefly on this one day

Workers’ Compensation supplementary benefits pragra in Question Period. The federal government did ua#te a

in the amount of $426,000 is legislated under @roasimilar
name. It provides supplements to benefits paiddders who
are insured by private insurers prior to the YuRbiorkers’
Compensation Health and Safety Board coming intstexce.
These supplements bring the benefits these workeesved up
to the sums that would be paid had they been cdveyethe
board.

As stated, the capital budget for the Departmeftidnce
is only $12,000 and is comprised of computer watishs for
$7,000 and printers for $5,000, for a total of $0D,

On the revenue side of the ledger, growth is agaiur-
ring. We all recognize that Canada continues toemak im-
portant and significant investment in Yukon.

The mechanisms of a territorial funding agreememteh
as members opposite can see, increased the goamtCfanada
from $704.7 million to $767.2 million. This $62.5ilon in-
crease is largely a result of our increased pojumaand an
escalator in the grant formula that takes into antthe change
in provincial and local government expenditures.

Personal and corporate income taxes, as well a& tdlx
revenues, as evident by the projected revenuegxgerted to
remain very strong and this is seen as a very gudidator of
the continued strong economic conditions here @& Ylkon.
These economic conditions benefit all Yukoners, imgkis the
envy of the rest of Canada. It is something thatwweked hard
to achieve and something all Yukoners, once againbe very
proud of. Madam Chair, these are the highlightthefDepart-
ment of Finance’'s meager 0.68 percent of the budgetl-
come any questions.

Ms. Hanson: | too will keep my opening comments to
a minimum with the Minister of Finance. There at® tareas |
do want to ask him about.

| just want to come back. There are two areas Ithda
want to ask him off the top. The first one wouldvii¢gh respect

process to do a review of the debt limits for threé territories.
There has been some varying interpretation as tat whs in-
cluded under the debt limit, and so part of thiscpss was to
re-evaluate and to articulate what would be defiteedbe in-

cluded under the debt limit and what would notPart of that
whole process was to do an evaluation of what these limits

are for each of the three territories and it wasubh this proc-
ess of evaluation that the federal government dakéd in-
crease the debt limits for all three territoriasd @ome of them
were quite substantial. | believe we stand at tlweekt limit in

terms of debt limit of the three territories. Thigs brought
forward, as | mentioned, by the federal Financeisten. This

was not something that this government asked fowesin

fact, are not at our debt limit by the most strimgef defini-

tions when we compare ourselves to the other twidees. It

was part of the federal process. It has raiseddebt limit by

$100 million — from $300 million to $400 million.He impact
to Yukon at this time is zero. We are not usingdhisting debt
limit, so having this increase has not had any chma the
Yukon government or Yukon taxpayers.

Ms. Hanson: | thank the Minister of Finance for that
response. | am glad to hear that the prospect oistarial
oversight by a federal minister is not intendedirtbibit the
flexibility of this government or any future govenent.

The minister spoke of the grant from Canada habiegn
increased, and my understanding is that this giargstab-
lished. | understand that the population and tloaletors that
are used — | don't understand the complexity ottadl escala-
tors, but | do understand the principles of theime Tife of the
territorial formula financing agreement with Canadauntil
when? Is it finite? Is it going to expire in twoays, or three
years? Is it comparable to the life of the Canagalth trans-
fer? Is the Government of Yukon in negotiationsrently with
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Canada with respect to the territorial formula ficiag agree-
ment?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: I guess I'll start by commenting
on the fact that the relationship with the fedevhhister of
Finance, and indeed, with the federal governmeas, lbeen
very strong. We have many, many examples of workoig
gether — partnering on many projects that havereefite not
only to people of the Yukon, but to Canada as alevHavould
also like to say that the current federal governmemstated
this territorial formula financing agreement that mow in
place. This was actually put together by the lai& Rielsen,
the Member of Parliament for Yukon for almost 3@ngeand
the Deputy Prime Minister. It was his vision thhaistformula
came about.

Unfortunately, under the auspices of a former Labéi-
nance minister they dramatically changed the foamahd
really, as a result of that change over that pewédime,
Yukon, | believe, lost approximately a billion dai$ in fund-
ing through that period. It was with the electidrtiee Conser-
vative government under the leadership of Prime id¢kn
Stephen Harper that they reinstituted the TFF wwatare still
living with today. It is indeed a very complex fanka that fac-
tors in many things — as we’ve mentioned, poputatie but
also very importantly it includes spending of thheyinces and
local governments, and municipalities as well. Asyt spend
more or spend less, it will have an impact in tbetmin terms
of the grant, which isn’t in perpetuity. It currBnéxpires at the
end of the 2013-14 fiscal year, but they have —thia last
budget and in fact at the Finance ministers’ mestim De-
cember, the Finance minister at that time commiibecbntinu-
ing the formula as it exists today.

Ms. Hanson: Just a clarification from the Minister of
Finance — he mentions that the Government of Carnada
agreed to continue the territorial formula finarcimgreement.
He first said it was not in perpetuity or ad infimn, but then
said it is as it is today. Is that to indicate tlsahilar or the
same indices will be applied going forward at thene level?
So it's the same indices at the same rate? Doesnthister
have guarantees from the Minister of Finance? Hoesdhe
know that?

| guess there are two questions. On the one hhag,dre
not going to go on forever. On the other hand, &g tonfi-
dence that the Minister of Finance for the Govemtnod Can-
ada will not change this. | guess, having livedtiyh the cuts
that the Minister of Finance speaks to in the n@ds and
having seen the impact on the federal public seraod the
impact on the Government of Yukon and servicesvdedid
here, | know that | don’t necessarily take the wofdany fed-
eral Minister of Finance. | am hopeful that he i have a
little skepticism, regardless of the political p&iof the gov-
ernment in power.

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: The formula, as it exists today, is
committed through the 2013-14 fiscal year. | bdighere
might be the opportunity — the principles will reimahe
same. There might be opportunities to tweak it, thatprinci-
ples will remain the same, and | feel confidenthat. In fact,
as | mentioned during the budget and during tharkée minis-

ters semi-annual meeting in December, the fedeianee

minister committed to support for the TFF. We aaking

about a government in Ottawa that, since coming awer in

2006, has not only spoken about the north, butntede a sub-
stantial commitment to the north. Reinstating tkisteng TFF

is one of the examples of this government’s wiltiegs to not
just talk about the north, but actually back itinpcreation of
other programs, such as the CanNor program as-wetin-

other example of the federal government’'s support the

north.

I am in agreement with the member opposite, in tiwdl-
ing is forever, but | feel quite confident that wél maintain a
strong working relationship with the federal goweent. The
federal government is committed to dealing withfitencial
situation without off-loading to the provinces aedritories, as
was the case in the 1990s, where they balancedithéget by
cutting back on the investment to provinces andtteies. |
have given the example for the territories of thgni§icant
reinvestment that has occurred by the federal gowent since
the current Conservative government has taken effichich
has resulted in significant opportunities to graleyelop and
mature as a government here in the Yukon, as resdédent,
especially since devolution in 2003.

Ms. Hanson: I do acknowledge that during the inter-
national financial crisis, Canada did respond vatgnificant
stimulus financing, and that was a great boon t® Ylukon
Territory. The reality of the fact is that Bill GB3which we are
now seeing rolled out day by day, has significamplications
for this territory. | will not dwell on this todayyut | will be
expecting the Minister of Finance to reflect upoil give clear
indications of how this government is going to bepiessing
upon the federal Conservatives that there are umit public
service implications to the cuts being made, betdtare struc-
tural changes that are going to impact the econwintlyis terri-
tory.

In that context, as the Minister of Finance papttes in
the federal-provincial-territorial negotiations amliscussions
with the Finance minister of Canada, | would likestep up a
little bit from the discussion here with respecjust the territo-
rial formula financing agreement — just becausedised the
issue of the significant investments that Yukon basefited
from, and that is in the context of a much largartext.

We've just seen that despite all of what | wouldl daeto-
ric about the stability of Canada’s banking systeme; now
know that Canada’s banks were the recipients otiaB&14
billion in support from Canada and the Bank of Ginand the
Canada Mortgage and Housing Corporation during pleaid
of international recession. The bulk of that bdiltuthe Cana-
dian banking sector came in the form of $50 billinrcash in
exchange for the mortgage-backed securities of CMHG
sured mortgage purchase program. I'm wonderindhédon-
text of the implications of CMHC, and through it kan Hous-
ing Corporation, what are the implications for thalout? As
Finance minister, when he meets with Mr. Flahenmy dhe
other territorial and provincial Finance ministatsgs the issue
of financial regulation to avoid these kinds of bupayoffs
come up and what does he say on Yukon’'s behalf3eTde
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have implications for the effective management of fiscal
resources here.

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: | can start this by taking us back
to 2007. Around Christmastime, the Prime Ministadition-
ally does end-of-the-year interviews with all theedia, and
2007 was an unbelievable year economically in ¢oigntry. |
remember listening to these interviews where theyewook-
ing for this great, rosy picture from the Prime Mier. The
Prime Minister at that time said that he had comgeabout
where the world economy — and in particular, theitéth
States economy — was going. We needed to lookealbainks;
we needed to shore some things up, because heohadcon-
cerns about what was going to happen. At that tinnemem-
ber the naysayers on the other side of the HougleeirHouse
of Commons all saying that things are great, bat the Prime
Minister is talking about how the sky is fallingcahow could
he be naysaying. | just remember very vividly thdrat began
to happen in September and October of 2008.

| think it's as a result of the foresight of thedésal gov-
ernment and the Prime Minister, as an economist,as Fi-
nance minister, that we did in fact weather a stthrat was like
nothing since the Great Depression. Of coursegthare in-
vestments made and debt accrued by the Governmeldre
ada, but really if we look around today, for exaeymur Fi-
nance department and our federal Minister of Fipahes
really become the envy of the G-20 of the developadhtries
of the world. The rest of the world is looking t@a&da and
what we have done with our banks and how we hastegied
ourselves while still being a free-market countnyfact, | look
at the role that the governor of the Bank of Cantuay is
playing now in the G-20. There are rumours thatshbeing
lured to the Bank of England and other places.

So | think that in terms of whether there is riskQanada
and Yukon, yes, there is. We are not an insulagkthd. We
are part of the world economy.

There are risks out there, but | think that wheam#&ia has
taken us, and where we are specifically here invilieon, we
are in a very good place. As you are aware, MadaairCwe
are one of only two jurisdictions in this counthat has a sur-
plus and no net debt — ourselves and Alberta. Thezgrov-
inces, like Saskatchewan, that are now coming fmwiat of
balancing their budget — still have some debt, Iblatok at
where they are, in terms of their debt as a peagentf their
GDP and how it is reduced significantly. We are ofienly
two jurisdictions that have money in the bank, amdhave this
year projected — original projection for this butigé an $80-
million surplus and over $100-million net financrakources.

These are the things that will help us moving fadhaut,
as | have mentioned, there are risks out therereTéue risks in
terms of Shakwak; there are risks with the teridglohealth
system sustainability initiative — the THSSI fungifThere is
the French school decision with the courts. Thee rmany
things that are out there, and there are also,r&sk$ have said
about the TFF as well. So we need to be prudentgdor-
ward at a time when, as provinces and municipalitied local
governments start to spend less money, there wilthie risk
that that will impact on our funding. So we needtoable to

continue to manage prudently and effectively angehaoney
set aside for those times, when something comdkaipwe do
not anticipate or where there is an opportunitywinich the
government, on behalf of the people of this teryitavould like
to invest.

Ms. Hanson: | appreciate what the Minister of Fi-
nance is saying — but he is clearly not payingraitbe@ to what
the financial analysts and economists are sayintat-what is
going on and has gone on in the current world 8dods pre-
carious. In fact, when the Prime Minister was tadkiabout
everything being fine, he was ordering CMHC to tale a
bigger debt burden, and right to the very day & éhection
being called, the Minister of Finance and the Prikfiaister
were denying that we were on the cusp of a recessio

But if the minister wants to believe in those oldb®o-
leths, that's fine — you know, you can reinforceatiiou want
to believe, but the reality we are seeing playedday by day
is the concern, | think, Yukoners have: Are we bettear-
headed enough about what the world situation is# lEads to
all sorts of assumptions we make as governmenttamuwces
of funding and their reliability.

The minister himself just raised a really importgaint
that, as the Leader of the Official Opposition,dvé raised
with him before, so I'm glad he did. He talked abthe need
to be prudent and to set aside funds because himeat just
now was that he had originally projected a surifu$80 mil-
lion. | guess the assumption that | can make frbat ts that
the original projection, just like every other mojed surplus
by Yukon Party government, is that it will not gathrough.

The Yukon NDP has raised the question, on a regdmte
sis, about the need for — for want of a better terra rainy
day fund. In other jurisdictions there are herithgeds or some
sort of a savings account. The Premier's respasepeatedly
to suggest that there is a surplus — there is plsurthat
equals a rainy day fund. But, you know, based o, given
the boom-and-bust cycle of resource-based econpaneswe
have seen this in jurisdictions and even the oneefers to —
Alberta is a classic example of that. He has ackedged in
the Budget Address that other jurisdictions havwedfuestab-
lished for tough economic times. | don't believattlanybody
in this Legislature would agree or accept the mottzat an an-
nual surplus is the same as a rainy day fund.duigect to too
many vagaries.

A rainy day fund, a heritage fund, a savings actoweans
it's in a safe place; it cannot be touched and deegbolitical
wants or desires. Yukon people need that; they trestdsecu-
rity. So with the previous Yukon Party governmemg saw a
projecting surplus that turned to deficits or wsignificantly
reduced. So as the minister himself just refereethis original
projection of $80 million, | guess my question ligst What's
the basis for any credibility of that, given pasagiices? Does
the minister now see that there may be some nmecitgating a
safe place for a rainy day fund or some saving®wdcfor
future?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: The member opposite brought up
quite a few things. I'll maybe just try to touchdeabriefly on
some of them. | think what we’re talking about @hing new.
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Things have not changed since 2008 within the dleoan-
omy. We continue to see huge financial risk, maxably in
those countries in Europe, who have, for yearsn lspending
beyond their means and, as a result, are facingrdbaecy and
problems in places like Greece really as a resulgavern-
ments who thought that they could continue to spemhey
and print money and not be accountable.

The reality is that we have to be accountable, as in
our personal lives. We have to live within our meanhat is
what this government has been doing. While the nezrappo-
site talks about all the people who are speakiffigrently, |
assume that what she is talking about are thospl@soch as
in the Broadbent Institute and places like thatfddmnately,
we just don’t agree with the assumptions that treymaking.

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: Yes, exactly, nor do any credible
economists.

When it comes to rainy day accounts and heritageldu
that is exactly what we have. We call it “net fickh re-
sources”. That is the name and that's what it & Thember
opposite is confused between the difference inlgsirand net
financial resources. They are not the same thing. l@ritage
fund — our rainy day fund — where we have moneygway
for when we need it — is evident in the net finahcesources
that we are projecting to be in excess of $100ionilby the
end of this year.

It is about accountability. | guess | could go b&mkvhere
we were in terms of financial management the lase tthe
NDP were in government where we had massive defibit
fact, the Yukon Party government created Th&payer Protec-
tion Actto ensure that such spending did not occur bythe
ernment again without having to go to the peoplertsure that
they would be supporting such an initiative. Weelis every
day to the insistence of the members oppositewleatook at
legislating and regulating everything and trulyrimging upon
almost every aspect of people’s lives. That conies with a
cost. The members opposite are always asking abeoybu
know, what the strategy is, but you know — fortuhat this
government also looks at what the financial casfAs| stated
again just today in Question Period about the Peglou can-
not endeavour to look at a piece of the Yukon ih&drger than
Nova Scotia or the country of Scotland and essgntmt a
fence around almost all of it and not think thag¢ fimancial
ramifications should be one of the things that wechto con-
sider as a government. On this side of the Hougedigagree
with that. We feel that this is something that reetmibe done,
and we will continue to look into the future to sedeat is com-
ing ahead, do our best at projections to ensutentbaan con-
tinue to live within our means.

As for the budget itself, I've been on the recoheady
saying, “Do | expect the surplus to be at $80 wnillat the end
of the year?” | don't think there’s anybody here ovbould
logically predict — whether they're doing their ovimanking
— could look a year in advance and say this is thxadhere
I'll be at the end of the year, because you can'ttttht. You
cannot do that. Things come up that you don’t grdie. Op-
portunities come up that you need to be able taipoh. That

is why we have money in the bank. That's why weehthat
flexibility to be able to react if we have a badest fire season
or if we see an opportunity. We have the moneyadhat; we
have the capital to invest in projects that we haamamitted to
through our platform, or through our long rangeitdpnvest-
ment plan, so we’ll continue to manage Yukon’s mopeu-
dently, effectively, responsibly and ensure thatosatinue to
look for all the dollars we spend resulting in thest possible
impact for Yukoners.

Ms. Hanson: | was not going to go there, but the Min-
ister of Finance has continued to make — | wasgytio be
polite earlier when | talked about shibboleth. Eher this no-
tion that the Yukon’s Party’s communication stratelgwould
say, seems to be that if they say things often gim@und say it
repeatedly, perhaps people will start to believdtiere is this
notion that the NDP were poor managers and | dgtuagnt
back to check in thélansardthat | believe he is referring to,
and what | found there was very interesting, vengriesting.
The minister refers to this notion that the NDP gyovnent left
some significant deficit. In fact, what happenedhat election
when the Hon. Mr. Ostashek was elected was that tede,
just like this government, huge promises — promiggem-
ises, promises — between $100 million to $400 onillide-
pending to whom we are talking, and then got iff@c® and
said that they didn't like the reports of the AwdiGeneral that
showed that the NDP government, for the past feary, had
posted surpluses.

So they tabled — or hired, for want of a bettenter an
independent person, or somewhat independent, wiscaviar-
mer Social Credit advisor from British Columbia ia great
financial background, | guess. It didn't look likee had, be-
cause he seemed to have been dismissed and diedredry
rapidly. But his report completely contrasted aodtcadicted
the Auditor General of Canada’s reports. So thigewe of
change and accumulated surplus for the two yeadsngn
March 1993 suddenly disputed what the Auditor Galngatid. |
would suggest, Madam Chair, that before the MinisteFi-
nance opposite makes repeated assertions abootyhiste
might want to check the history, because in facard | will
say this — he is wrong.

Madam Chair, rather than getting into a furthelesede-
bate and raising the spectre of him raising thairagoerhaps
we can go back to the issue of the Canada healtisfar,
which is a subject of Canada’s transfers to Yukbmere has
been some significant discussion across the countnal-
though the Minister of Finance doesn’t seem toesltiae con-
cerns of any of the economists or other Premiersut+} would
like to dwell on this or explore this a bit withetiminister.

We will recall — and we raised this in the Legislat —
that it was at a meeting of Finance ministers idwel in Victo-
ria, where the Minister of Finance made his ratinéamous
take-it-or-leave-it announcement on health budgéte all
know that health budgets, or health transfers, vimceeasing
by six percent, and have increased by six percanually.
Starting in 2017, Ottawa has indicated that it \piflg any fu-
ture increases to growth in the economy and imifatiThat,
Madam Chair, has significant implications for ttesritory and
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for provinces. There is a potential that provinaed territories
will be left with a large, financial shortfall undéhe proposed
new health transfer plan. This is not somethingnl making
up; the Parliamentary Budget Officer has been e&rgr about
that. He anticipates health transfers to grow — tthasfers
would grow at a rate of an average of about 3.@ewrfrom
2017 to 2024, while provincial health spending wohtinue to
grow at about 5.1 percent. So, there is a sigmifidanding
gap.

This will leave territorial and provincial governmte with
a couple of options. We could either be seeingegaiy/ hiking
taxes or levying fees, such as health premiumsoffaring
fewer health services. Madam Chair, I'll remind ythat in
2008 the Yukon Party government mandated and ésftell a
Yukon health review that looked at a whole rangessties
with respect to sustainability of health care ifs tterritory.
One of the options explored was the imposition edlth pre-
miums. I'll remind you that in 2009 ifTaking the Pulse—
which is a response to that consultation — the Ywkarty
government didn’t wait for that in terms of makiitg deci-
sions, but was very clear that Yukoners had madéedr that
they do not support the notion of health premiufiey don't.
We also know that nearly one-third of the governtiseax-
penses go toward health and social services.

Our Minister of Finance has been rather muted #rhi
sponse. He said that he thinks there needs tosbessiion now
and | guess my question for the Minister of Finargcehis:
What has been the discussion? | understand thare/srking
group led by the Manitoba premier to look at theedil impact
of Ottawa’s proposed approach on the health buddgtjues-
tion: Does Yukon participate?

Since we know from the conversation earlier thisrabbon
that the health transfer will expire in 2016 — thdtwo years
from now — that's a very short time in federal-prmial rela-
tions. Can the Finance minister update the Housthese ne-
gotiations?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: | guess I'll talk a bit about bor-
rowing as to a reply to the member opposite befbeeactually
got to the question. Now the Yukon Party governnies bor-
rowed money and we all know that the NDP certadtithwhen
they were on this side of the House. Between 198171898,
successive NDP governments borrowed in excess@d $iil-
lion. By March 2009, the Yukon Party government hedlced
these debts to under $51 million. We continue tgp foa the
debts that were accrued by the NDP government. &tcmM31,
1992, for example, the last Public Accounts undenyTPeni-
kett's NDP government, showed that debts totallég #il-
lion; Yukon Housing Corporation, a $25-million deMdukon
Development Corporation, a $55-million debt; Yukgovern-
ment, an $8-million debt, for a total of $88 mitioThe budget
for the year ended March 31, 1992, totalled $33#ani

This meant borrowing represented 26 percent oktitee
budget. Interest rates were in the nine- to 13gu@rcange at
that time, so servicing the debt of $88 million Wwbthen be
equivalent to servicing in the range of $160- t@&&2nillion
today. In other words, the cost of servicing thaittdwas likely
as large or larger than what it will be to senéeg borrowings

the Yukon government has done in the past two ntasda
Yukon Development Corporation, at the time, finahdbe
failed sawmill in Watson Lake and Totem Oil's pnese to
compete with local businesses. The NDP lent moogyivate
companies to compete with other companies. Shame.

Other examples of failed NDP capital projects idelu
building a 25-person correctional centre in Teshiat mainly
sat empty, except for the 20 staff members who tusttax-
payers in 1993 dollars more than $700,000 a yehe. Taga
Ku convention centre was another NDP disaster,ilonehich
they avoided the scrutiny of the Legislature andduand lost
taxpayer dollars to fund a commercial venture thats not
even exist. The final example of the NDP’s judgmentegard
to capital programs is the building of the visiteception cen-
tre on the Alaska Highway that did nothing to enege tour-
ists to come into the downtown core of Whitehorse.

The Yukon Party built the current downtown faciliply
a few short years after the NDP’s bungling. Conmgmars on
debt should be made to the merits of those failejepts ver-
sus the hospitals and the power plans that wilide needed
infrastructure for citizens, essentially for gerienss. We are
very proud of what we are doing in meeting thosedseand
building for the future for Yukoners.

On Yukon spending — as of March 31, 2002, the fiast
cal year that the Liberal government was in powes,corpora-
tions and the governments had debts of approxign&#é mil-
lion. The government has been paying down thisdggibt at
a rate of approximately $5 million every year. Muchthat
legacy debt was incurred to fund day-to-day openatias op-
posed to building capital assets that will benefitltiple gen-
erations of Yukoners. To use an analogy, past gowents
were using their VISA to buy groceries and to fie tcar. We
have taken out mortgages to buy a house. Finaptaaners
will tell you there is a difference between goodtdand bad
debt. Let’s just look at some of the recent borrayi

Yukon Development Corporation borrowed $100 million
primarily to fund Mayo B and the Carmacks-Steweahsmis-
sion line second phase. | am sure all memberseot dyisla-
ture are aware that utilities across Canada bofoowall major
capital projects. In fact, it is a requirement kegulators in
every province. B.C. Hydro, for example, is allowtedborrow
up to 80 percent of the cost of the project, and ito different
here. | am not going to get into the complexitieseiplain
what it is, and if you actually used cash monegdahat, that
the borrowing — you know, the public utilities wdulnsist
that there be a return on that investment, whisfould suggest
would actually end up costing us even more monéat Tis
why these major capital projects are financed. dat,fif we
would have done it entirely out of equity, whictuéy is really
taxpayers’ contributions to the Yukon, the requesthe return
on equity would ultimately be paid. How would it paid? It
would have to be paid by higher power bills. Unltke opposi-
tion, the regulator realizes that ultimately iai€heaper option
for the taxpayer to borrow the money than to pahaap front
and then expect a return on that money, whichpeeted.

The hospital intends to borrow $76 million to butldo
new hospitals and improve facilities at the WhiteleoHospital
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campus. These facilities will provide health cape fnultiple

generations to come, and it is only fair that a@érs bear that
cost, not just today’s taxpayer. Our debt limit, s talked

about, has already gone up to $400 million as artddrder-

in-council, and | think | have already spoken tatth

In the context of the bigger picture, the governmex
pects that after borrowing by the Hospital Corporat the
Yukon’s debt as a ratio GDP will still be less thEh percent.
Only Alberta has less debt as a percentage of Gidigugh,
as | mentioned, | see Saskatchewan'’s is gettinghdbwere as
well. Most provinces exceed 30-percent debt to Gbfv,
with Quebec at approximately 50 percent. Clearthjrik a 15-
percent debt-to-GDP ratio would be considered \ayiable
by most jurisdictions in this country.

In terms of the health transfers, | take offenstheomem-
ber opposite’s implication that this Finance miaisand this
territory is standing alone and that everybody éésen the
other side crying wolf. That, in fact, is just ribe case. The
federal government has committed to tying fundiag Health
care to economic growth, but having a three-perbasement.
It will never be less than three percent. So tlaeenever any
cuts, but potentially reducing the rate of increésewhat’s
coming.

I think it is the responsibility of all of us. Unfoinately,
the members opposite think that we can continyastoring up
that credit card. We can spend; we can borrow moweycan
fund everything. | do believe that we need to spoasible. |
do think that the citizens and the taxpayers offthkon Terri-
tory are expecting us to manage the money prudeanly
wisely and ensure going forward that we are lookahgvhere
we are spending money and ensuring that we arengetie
most value for all the dollars that we invest — thiee it's in
health care; whether it's in roads or wherever weia terms
of making sure that we are spending their moneghyis

In terms of health, there are a couple of differsmimit-
tees that came out of the CoF meetings in Jan@ary.of them
is in fact being led by the Premier of Manitoba tither one is
co-chaired between the Premier of Saskatchewartrenére-
mier of Prince Edward Island — in fact, | think th&nister of
Health and Social Services was at that meetinglasstweek
— to collectively look at what we can do to addréssissue of
ensuring that we can deliver the level of healtte ¢daat is ex-
pected and demanded by Yukoners and by all Camadiiaa
fiscally responsible way.

Of course we are part of those meetings. As | fosh-
tioned, the Minister of Health and Social Serviees in atten-
dance and we will continue to work forward. | wik meeting
again with the premiers at the Council of the Fatien meet-
ing in July. There is a biannual Finance ministeieeting as
well, so this government is committed to ensuring ean de-
liver the health care for Yukoners, but ensuringt thve also
need to be able to live within our means.

Ms. Hanson:
on at some length and demonstrated yet again fregitien of
old shibboleths. One of the comments that | wouskenis that
oftentimes he will talk about the change in accmgiprac-

The Minister of Finance has just gone

tices, and there is a significant impact to thag’sHalmost, |
would suggest, comparing apples to oranges.

| would suggest to him that this whole notion ofrgaari-
sons — and comparisons as we know are odious, butiav
have two concrete examples at hand here. We hafakan
Party government that, without a demonstrated legsircase,
but having access to significant amounst of fedstahulus
dollars, leapt at the opportunity to spend $100ionilor more
on 10 megawatts — probably the most expensive Ifamatts
of power anywhere in Canada.

We know that in the last couple of years when agoyoo-
tunity was raised to ask questions about whatredteres were
considered or anything else, none were considéreegs just
that the money is available and we will spend isYin fact,
the decision was made, but it does saddle taxpayiéhisongo-
ing debt.

Similarly, as | mentioned earlier with théealth Care Re-
view, the commitment made by the Yukon Party government
and stated in the review itself was that before dagisions
were made with respect to what kinds of healthcamwices
would be developed or provided in the communitieg/atson
Lake and Dawson City to replace or change, if resmgs the
service delivery model there, it would come backhie Legis-
lative Assembly. Not only did it not come back histLegisla-
tive Assembly, it did not wait until the review wasmplete.
We made a decision, as the Auditor General androthave
commented, the Yukon government, in terms of thedbte
ment of Health, has no business case with excemtfoone
decision, which is the decision around MRIs.

So we are again, as he said, now at $76 milliotthese
potentially very expensive acute care hospitalschviwill not
be able to deliver on acute care, but we’ll comghtd later.

My question, Madam Chair, is this: What are theumhn
payments to service both of these debts and whittheidebt
be paid off?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: While he’s getting the numbers
for the member opposite in terms of what the paymaeare, |
will again say that our debt-to-GDP ratio is amdhg lowest
in the country when you look across the broad spettThey
go as high, as | say, probably a little bit over @@ cent for
Quebec.

In terms of transparency and accountability, | khthat
we've shown examples of that with this exact 20B82blidget
by including for people a summary of the consokdabudget
as well, listing everything, not just the departtseaf which
we debate and approve a budget, but all the conmp®ioé the
government as well and also consolidating the O& eapi-
tal into one book, instead of two different books.

| think that certainly allows for more clarity arghse of
use for people who want to look at the budget, #ank that
these are things that we've done really to ensamesparency
and ensure that we're moving forward.

It never ceases to amaze me about some of the astmme
of where we are with greenhouse gases. | keepittgrébout
how the member opposite talked about the largestribator
of greenhouse gas emissions in the territory bémgtrucks
that haul all the goods and services up here. Taegncerned
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about that but they're also opposed to any sodesklopment
of the resource energy sector here in the Yukon.tliSsy're

opposed to seeing us have responsible developnmehtrea
sources on the energy side here, but they alsomresed to
the impact on emissions by hauling those trucks lugon’t

ever hear any cry or concern at all about the soafdhat en-
ergy — where it is coming from and how it is extetand the
potentially massive environmental, ecological intpatis hav-
ing on those areas where that energy is coming.ftdhink it

just kind of goes back to what we've talked abgainting a
picture but only telling a part of the story, osfselectively
cherry-picking things to be able to highlight.

In terms of hospitals, for the record, we shoukt gay that
the NDP government is opposed to providing headtre dor
communities like Watson Lake and Dawson City byihgv
those hospitals. These are decisions that were rbgdthe
Yukon Party government. Those projects are movorgvdrd.
We are committing to meeting those needs and thogects
that are described. | think for those people whelistening or
who read this — it is disappointing for those peopho live in
those communities that the NDP government in facipiposed
to providing enhanced health care in those comrasnit

In terms of the costs of servicing those debtsidate the
responsibility of the corporations. For the HodpiCorpora-
tion, it is $6.2 million; for Yukon Development Guoration it
is $2.6 million, for a collective total of $8.8 riin.

Ms. Hanson:
or the middle of that rambling discourse — how vet gn to
the Finance minister’s interpretation or assertiohswvhat is
almost imputing the motives or the intentions oé Bfficial
Opposition. At some point, perhaps, we will getttblarified
because it was really unclear. But | do thank tlwster oppo-
site for twice elevating the NDP to government.ppieciate
that because he referred to us as “NDP as govethiraed, in
fact, if it were an NDP government, | can tell ythat we
would have made a really concerted effort, in teahsonsul-
tation, with both communities about the locatiortludt hospi-
tal and about the model of care. | can assert mght, with
some clarity, that neither of those communitiesehavclear
understanding of the model of care to be delivémettieir own
communities. We know that acute care — if | ask Pnemier
to define for us “acute care”, and then tell me Hoawill de-
liver acute care in those two communities, we ¥iftl a dis-
connect. Without wanting to belabour that, | do repfate his
recognition that the NDP will be government — we gov-
ernment-in-waiting. So it is nice of him to acknedge that.

Let us move on, then, since there was one asped®ré-
mier did not respond to when giving me the respaisrit the
debt-servicing costs for the Yukon Development ©aafion
and the hospital, and that was when it would bel jpéi. I'm
sure the Premier will come back to that.

| mentioned earlier that the Premier uses oftes miotion
that the surplus is the same as some financialrasse for
Yukoners. That really does relate to accountabilitwant to
refer to the C.D. Howe Institute. Now, | know theeRier, the
Finance minister, doesn’t have much faith in exdeamalyses
— he doesn't like the Broadbent Institute; he ddds#ce oth-

ers; and he, as his predecessor, clearly doeka’ttie Auditor
General. At some point, | would be curious to hehat —
Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

Point of order

Chair: Mr. Cathers, on a point of order.

Hon. Mr. Cathers: The member is going far beyond
what has been ruled out of order in the past inHbese. Sug-
gesting that the Premier doesn't like the Auditoen€ral is
certainly, in my view, imputing motive, contrary ¢ar Stand-
ing Orders. The member has made a number of asserti
about the Premier's views on organizations, forolhie has
never expressed a viewpoint in this House, andaskl you to
call the member to order for that.

Chair’s ruling
Chair: There is no point of order. This is a dispute be-
tween members.

Ms. Hanson: | guess that's one of the privileges we
have in a democracy, to have disputes among members
sometimes more interesting than others.

| do want to come back to the issue of accountgtalnd
how we can approve matters of accountability. Thentfeer,
the Finance minister, will recall that in Decemlbenrote to
him and asked him to consider ways that we, as reesnbf
this Legislative Assembly, could work together tdfifi his

I'am not quite sure — at the beginning government’s commitment to practising open, accaletand

fiscally responsible government. At that time hieed about
working constructively with all of us. The issueath was ref-
erencing was about ensuring that members of thigslagive
Assembly aren’t caught in an after-loop in termseing able
to monitor the financial performance of government.

So, | reference the report of the C.D. Howe Ingtitaf
September 2011 which spoke about Canada’s 2014l fise
countability rankings. One of the things that I'ores that most
of the members in this Legislative Assembly, wittear two
exceptions, who come to the business of being abéemf the
Legislative Assembly — we come to it with a bit fdient
backgrounds, but few of us are accountants. The Edve
Institute’s premise behind their survey of governtisefiscal
accountability was straightforward. First, theydstiat without
poring over dozens of pages, tables of humbersf@otdotes,
or doing lots of arithmetic, a person of reasonaelligence
— and | would assume that would apply to all ofinighis
Chamber —

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

Ms. Hanson: Some days; most days, | would hope. |
would include the Minister of Health and Social \Bees in all
days — where a motivated but time-constrained etectpre-
sentative should be able to pick the key revenukspending
totals out of a budget or a set of public accouiezond, with
no inordinate effort or expertise — again, | dahink most of
us have that deep expertise — this person shouldblke to
compare the same totals between the two documents.

Ideally then, the figures this person would usej anes
that C.D. Howe Institute would use, would be digpth early
and prominently. One of the criteria they usedeimis of try-



994

HANSARD

April 30, 2012

ing to talk about the fiscal transparency and aotatility of
Canada’s governments — federally, provincially, aewtitori-
ally: does the jurisdiction use quarterly or micayeipdates to
show deviations from budget plans? | had asked/ihester of
Finance in my letter of December 20 to considetyapg some
aspect of that, something that the ParliamentaggBuOfficer
does with considerable success at the federal.leuabderstand
that there is a degree of complexity to what th©R8doing in
Ottawa. In that case, given the fact that the sohtur depart-
ments here and the scale of our government is renciler, it
seems to me that it would be possible for us tasldhe Par-
liamentary Budget Officer has done, pursuant to feeral
Financial Administration Actwhere every department shall
prepare a quarterly report for each of the threeafiquarters of
each fiscal year and that these reports would erpablic 60
days after the end of the quarter.

So instead of waiting for a full eight months aftee end
of the fiscal year to get public accounts, in fagdt, of us as
legislators would be apprised and knowledgeablaiabdere
the changes are coming, where there are differandesms of
what was planned, with explanatory notes. What uldsug-
gest is sometimes | observe that the budget déleatames less
of a focus on the budget and we are forced intgelaissues.

The C.D. Howe Institute noted in its report of Sepber
2011 — and admittedly it was referring to the palaccounts
of 2009-10 — that the criteria that they were |lowkfor was:
Do the public accounts match with budget figuresf Aheir
response in the Yukon was that budget figures dommadch.
They say that there is some reconciliation with bloelget —
an explanation with variations — but they are ledaih a sepa-
rate document. So, we are forcing elected offidialbe hunt-
ing all over the place. | am not even going infdoiit they do
talk about the fact that when you have that, you gebably
avoid some unfortunate incidents.

They do point out their reservations about the fardi
General, and the most recent one was, of courseyitiation
of the Financial Administration Actaround asset-backed pa-
pers, but I'm not going to go there. There has heenmuch
talk about that in the past. My real question t® Kinister of
Finance: Is he, as Minister of Finance, open tovidiog op-
portunities to even having a discussion with memkudrthis
Legislative Assembly about how we provide more enitrr up-
to-date and accessible financial accountability?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: | really appreciate the acknowl-
edgment and the thanks that the Leader of the NDgiving
us, in terms of addressing some of the issuesvtbeg identi-
fied by the C.D. Howe Institute. | also apprecitdie fact that
she’s acknowledging a right-wing think-tank, sushtilae C.D.
Howe Institute; however, | do notice that the Memlber
Mayo-Tatchun was dispelling the results of the E€rdastitute
just earlier today.

You're right, Madam Chair — we have looked, as wa-c
tinue — as I've just mentioned recently — to creatdocu-
ment that is easier to access and more transparehimore
accountable. That's exactly what we did this ygaatiding the
consolidated report, which does tie everything bagether.

Putting the O&M and the capital together in the sam
book, as well, clearly allows for those people wérage —
whatever the description was — as | believe it wdttainly
make it a lot easier to review the budget and bbe &bgo for-
ward with it. As for reporting, we do this now. Bezally, this
comes forward four times a year. We present ougeuth the
spring, and then twice during the year we come éodawith
supps through the end of period 5, which we witlor in this
House in the fall, and through the end of periodvBich we
report in this House in the spring, and then witlbliz ac-
counts, which is duly, fully and completely auditeg the Of-
fice of the Auditor General of Canada by the en®ofober of
each year. That is something that is not actuadiyedby the
federal government. In fact, what they do is — tHew’t bring
it here for the House to debate it. They just tahlzse docu-
ments. So, you know, we actually have the opparfufor
members opposite to look at these documents aahiethem,
and to be able to provide comment and debate atithe.

As for the hospitals and corporations — the Hosiar-
poration, through its diligence, came forward mgkmecom-
mendations, and the government of the day suppdrtedits
decisions to move forward with their plans on teselopment
of hospitals.

As for NDP governments, | just have to think baskta
where we are with the NDP government because skdalla
ing about NDP government. All | can think aboutlexreasing
population, decreasing jobs, spiralling debt, noneeny. Actu-
ally, we clearly articulated that in the last elestwhen we put
forward some very clear graphs depicting the ecaaaitivity
that occurred during the NDP government years. ey,
their solution to the energy and to the housingketais just to
get rid of the economy, then they don’t have torwabout the
fact that we don’t have enough energy, or thatethaen’t
enough houses to live in because, after all, wihenpeople
leave again, it won't be a problem.

Ms. Hanson: I'm not really sure what that rant was
about. | was asking a specific question, and itinfortunate
that the —

Point of order

Hon. Mr. Cathers: Point of order, Madam Chair.

Chair: Hon. Mr. Cathers on a point of order.

Hon. Mr. Cathers: | believe that a number of times in
the past, virtually without exception — if thereecaginy — to
the best of my knowledge, characterizing anothembes’s
comments in the House as a “rant”, as the LeadéneoNDP
just did, has been ruled out of order.

Chair’s ruling

Chair: I would ask the member to refrain from using
words like “rant”. It can lead to disorder.

Ms. Hanson: Thank you, Madam Chair. The afore-
mentioned discourse was unconnected to the poiatkemand
that's fine. | was not speaking about supplementargigets,
but | will come back to that in a minute. | waslhgapeaking
to the government providing members of this LegistaAs-
sembly with accurate, regular updates of experstmgainst
the budget projections and estimates for each year.
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Unlike the Premier and the Minister of Finance,ond
look at the partisan nature of analyses. If thlat® he views it,
that is his prerogative, of course. But | do ththkt | consider
the content as opposed to the assumed politicédgbaend of
those who write. Oftentimes, the assumptions areriect.

Picking up on his point with respect to the usebple-
mentary budgets to signal changes against whatimated, |
would ask the member opposite then if he would ptcadnat
the C.D. Howe Institute suggests, where they say ahcom-
plementary change would be a better presentatianfofma-
tion than the supplementary estimates that legistatvote to
approve in-year changes, just as he said. “A comgigary
change would be better presentation of informaitiothe sup-
plementary estimates that legislatures vote to ampin-year
changes, after the voting of the main estimatesriféect the
budget plans”. This is where it gets different frevhat our
current practice is: “Each set of supplementaryineges
should show item-by-item comparisons to budget splamd
show how the supplementary estimates, if approvesijld
work with or against the plans. For instance, wanding in a
given program announced in the budget? Does itrently
flow from a budget initiative? Or, depending on Wie it is
voted or statutory, is the amount different from aviwas
planned in the budget? Such presentations migh¢ hrelined
parliamentarians” — “legislators” in this House -te ‘ask dif-
ferent questions about how their decision affed¢ted overall
fiscal plan: in general,” it is the view of the C.Blowe Insti-
tute that “they would equip legislators with betbeformation
on how the fiscal year is unfolding differently fnowhat was
anticipated in a spring budget, and whether we Ishioet doing
anything about it.”

So right now, we get the selected items and noaggion
except what is provided in a political context eatthan a per-
formance based against the estimates.

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: As we have been discussing,
there is opportunity throughout the year to makanges to the
initial budget, because that’s what happens in Iif=al Things
happen and we need to be able to react to thagire on an
opportunity to deal with something that was noticipated at
the beginning of the year, to continue to providese services
and programs addressing the needs of Yukonersnraraner
that is responsible financially as well.

| guess | am confused as to what the member ompissit
asking, because we do present supplementaries awigesar.
They are not just tabled in the House for memberkave a
look at, but there is an opportunity to debate tred to talk
about the changes that are made through the sueptamy
process, and in fact debate it on a line-by-lingidyaas we are
currently doing with the mains right now.

That opportunity does exist out there. It is sormgfthat
does not happen on the federal process where theglly just
table those changes. | guess | am failing to unaedswhat
part that she is not seeing, where they have aorappty to
look at what the changes are from the original leteld) mains
that we are debating right now. We go through #ikif the
spring and we come forward with those first andosecsup-
plementaries. And then once we are through thatgss there

is the opportunity for the opposition to do a rewiehen we do
table the fully audited public accounts that arditaad by the
federal government’s Office of the Auditor General.

Ms. Hanson: | think it's not that the Leader of the Of-
ficial Opposition does not get it; it's that shetiging to sug-
gest to the Minister of Finance that there is aebatay. In fact
what he is demonstrating is that the notion of what put
forward, what the Parliamentary Budget Officer lpag for-
ward and what the C.D. Howe Institute has put fodaa now
we work as legislators to ensure more transparancymore
accountability.

It is one thing when we have a Legislative Assenthbt
sits, as Parliament does, or in other jurisdictiomere they sit
in excess of the 60 days we currently allocate. WMlie are in
Parliament for most months of the year, where tlaeeequar-
terly reports provided to parliamentarians, thossués can
come up within a timely nature — in a timely manrerso
that questions can be raised and issues can blvadsio a
timely manner, not after the fact. So, yes, | woatgtee with
the Minister of Finance that there are supplemgnbardgets
that come forward, but they are after, much aftes,fact and it
is talking about in retrospect the “woulda, shoultzuldas”.

What I’'m suggesting is that there is an opportufatyus,
as legislators in this small Yukon Legislative Asdxdy, to be
more effective managers of the financial resounfeall Yuk-
oners. I'm simply looking for some signal from thnister of
Finance, looking to see if he’s willing to applynse creativity,
without just giving me the standard answer of thstp

The Parliamentary Budget Officer’s initiatives amaa-
tively new. I’'m not suggesting maintaining the sgaguo. I'm
saying that we are a government that represen30GHlus
with a billion and some dollars to manage on thehalf. It's a
far cry from the small budgets that small terridrgovern-
ments had in the past. The scope of the respaitisibibf this
government — provincial-like responsibilities — very dif-
ferent from when they came into power and assufnedi¢vo-
lution agreement in 2003. We need to demonstraaeé tthis
Yukon government understands that increased scopmth
power and responsibility and the accountabilityt thaes with
that. I'm looking, not for a push-off and a simitar you know,
that’s not how we do it.

I'm saying that the challenge to the Minister of&ice is
to demonstrate that he has the creativity and tHmgness to
show Yukoners that he’s willing to work with legisbrs in
here, through whatever committee structure and evieatre-
porting structure, to have better accountabilityl detter re-
porting, so that all of us have better confiden¢eemvwe come
to the process of budget review and budget delratkiding
the supplementaries.

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: | think that, as we’ve been having
the discussion already and we’ve been reviewingfadlethat
under this new Yukon Party government one of tlegththat
we are trying to do is create more transparencl wie budg-
eting process by creating a single document — Eu®&M
and capital together. By tying it all together aisb by putting
in the consolidated reports, this is really spegkimsome fun-
damental changes that we haven’t seen before. Whélda-
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ven't heard it on that side, | will take for thecoed right now
that | want to appreciate the hard work that haanbdone by
all of the departments within this government toabée to get
us to the point that we are at today.

| especially want to acknowledge the work of thepltg
Minister of Finance and his team for the incrediberk that
they have done and continue to do to ensure thatelreer the
information, as is required. | look at this, anlbdk at the fact
that the member opposite acknowledged how manylpeep
we only have 35,000 people here — and is reallyesting
more information and more reports that really dadd any
more value because, quite honestly, all of thermmétion is
there already. But this is, again, you know, ayptrat doesn't
consider cost to anything they talk about. | mé&mnot one of
the considerations — it wasn’t on the Peel, angnit on any-
thing else in the attempt, as they were sayindedeslate and
regulate everything we do.

But, you know, | believe that what we are doingpusting
forward, as | have mentioned — there is reportiveg goes on,
and there is the ability to debate changes wittplsupentaries
that we do through the year, and the members ogpoave the
opportunity at that time to review that, to debatevith the
ministers, to go through it line by line. When dnges to the
confidence of Yukoners, all | can say is that theme be no
more confidence than the fact that we have mondydrbank.

Ms. Hanson: That is interesting — strange, but inter-
esting. One of the areas we have not touched gnayet |
would like to come back to — I think that it is geally ac-

knowledged, regardless of your partisan nature,ldrupe that
we do not get into that. But the tax system is ohthe main
tools a government has to stimulate economic deveémt and
redistribute wealth. That may be offensive to thieister, but
that is actually what it does do. It seems we & stage now,
with this government and as our economy maturegreviit

would be interesting to have a mature discussionasation.

The discussion that | was suggesting earlier wasitaoying to

engage the Minister of Finance in a discussion beii@ other
venues with respect to financial accountability &g to keep
moving forward with more creative ways and morgoesible
and responsive ways.

I’'m hopeful that he will be open to engaging iniacds-
sion with the public, with Yukoners, and with tregyislators in
this Assembly over the next year or two. A matuiscuakssion
on how we can use tax credits, for example, toléapkverty
and other social goals — the example of tacklingnate
change and how we use tax credits to stimulateiriaystries;
whether or not our personal tax brackets acrosdtized are
fair; questions about rates of corporate taxatimwhfairness.

Canadians, and regardless of the source — EKOSgust
cently also came out with another poll, and theran interna-
tional study done about two or three years ags.délled “The
Spirit Level”, and it looked at comparative data arwhole
range of indices about the growing gap — it's ahlllee “ine-
quality gap.” It speaks to the implications of thiot just on
health and social indices, but on economic indicesnany,
many countries.

| have a couple of questions with respect to tiesubsion
— or the openness of the Minister of Finance facdssion —
on taxation in the Yukon. We've seen some initiegivn this
current budget that will provide support to an ansl recrea-
tion tax credit and a caregiver tax credit. Whemsmf these
were put forward, we raised the issue that, fomgla, low-
income Yukoners really don’t have $500 availabl@tbinto a
kid’s piano lessons or art camp. So low-income Ygkas are
not likely to be able to take advantage of the deedit to the
same extent as Yukoners with higher incomes.

I'm curious as to how the decisions are made and the
Department of Finance and the Minister of Finaneganine
when to go with a tax credit compared to finan@ngrogram.

For example, we talked about the fact that — I’'micus
to see what the anticipated costs of these cradi¢sand what
would Yukon have paid out in the 2011-12 fiscalryiédahose
two tax credits | referenced were in place. | ugedexample
of the arts and recreation tax credit, so how dbesMinister
of Finance balance what the value of that is versuising
money into a program that would provide more cleifdand
their parents with the ability to access programb® is as
opposed to relying upon a credit which, if they ‘tdrave the
money in the first place, they can’t spend. Sollyeham ex-
pressing a curiosity as to how the Minister of Riceplans his
tax strategy. Has there been a review and doesti@pate as
Minister of Finance conducting a review of tax stgy for this
territorial government?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: | think our tax strategy — we
talked about it quite clearly during the electiordahat was no
tax increases. That is our tax strategy. We wartotttinue to
ensure that we can put as much money in the pooké&takon
people as we can to allow them to be able to mélaces
about what to do with that money. With that morsgmetimes
they put money away; sometimes they are going towgdor
dinner or treat themselves to a new TV or car. Wilg people
to pay less creates more economy.

| think we've spoken about this a number of times —
money does not grow on a tree for the governmerd. ané
committed to continuing to foster and develop argjrprivate
sector economy. When we have more people working &ed
more people paying taxes here, the government ha® m
money to deliver on programs where it can help feemo
need assistance. That is fundamentally it. If we'tdoave peo-
ple paying taxes, then it becomes difficult to pdevthe ser-
vices. They go together.

That's why | spoke about the problems that ensueithe
previous NDP government. People were leaving bythlog-
sands and there were no more jobs. It becomesdifigult in
that environment to be able to deliver to peopl®whed help.
We are committed to ensuring that we continue iefoand
develop the private sector economy. Part of thatllswing
people to have that money, to reinvest that mofaypusi-
nesses to reinvest that money — to be able tocaftobuy new
equipment, hire more staff and so on. As a resultreates
more wealth for the territory.

There was a bit of confusion as she went through he
statement in talking about tax credits. Those peogio are at
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the lowest levels of income are essentially payitip or no
tax. | wasn’t sure how she was trying to talk abibat. Cer-
tainly we are proud of not increasing taxes, bab aroviding
an opportunity to keep a little more money in theekets of
working families through the childcare tax crediidathe new
one that we just talked about and will introducks ttalendar
year — credit for putting one’s children in artsysic and tu-
toring. This is along with the sports one and ottredits that
are out there. We are not only not raising taxes,where we
can provide some assistance for working familiesthese
people who are working and have a couple of kidsagad in
doing things — and help out there, as well.

As the members opposite fully well know, along wiitfat
we are delivering, in many different ways, for thoseople
who are in need — through subsidizing daycare;utnosocial
assistance for people; kids recreation fund. Theeevery long
list of how we continue to support families in thestuations,
to give them the opportunity.

The low-income family tax credit remains to provistame
assistance to low-income families when filing thei return at
the end of the year. This government amended tisid¢ion to
ensure that the federal universal child benefit natsincluded
as income for low-income family tax credit calcidat— that
is. the receipt of the federal benefit does noucedthe credit
available to Yukoners. Yukon child tax benefit Hsen en-
hanced in 2006 by 53 percent, from $450 to $69@, the
threshold where low-income families received thi henefit
was increased by 20 percent, from $25,000 to $80,00w-
income families receive this benefit monthly andlike low-
income family tax credit, do not need to wait untie end of
the year to receive the monies. We announced aeB&®pt
increase in childcare subsidies in 2007. The amoeceived
was increased to $625 per month.

the basic allowance for food, shelter and clothiaduce red
tape and enhance services for those SA recipietitssevere
disabilities.

So, really, Madam Chair, people with low incomechdee
benefits when needed and not always when filingr tias re-
turns once a year. Yukon government’s spendingrprog are
there for Yukoners throughout the year, not justeoa year.

We are doing our part to help those who need the. he
We're doing our part to try to continue to keepew fmore dol-
lars in the pockets of those people who are workwith the
full knowledge that what that really does is fosteore jobs
within this economy, which then has more peopldmgataxes,
which means we can then continue to deliver moognam-
ming for those people.

Ms. Hanson: I do hope the Minister of Finance, the
Premier, never has to see history repeat itselfwidsn’t here
but, you know, in the mid-1980s, when Curragh wamwn, it
wasn’'t because of government.

This government has based the whole of its boonm-eco
omy on a reliance — and | would add: a reliancéduskeely on
the world commodity prices, refusing to look at afisifying
the economy. When you do that, you put yoursethatsame
risk as the federal government which primarily tlais territory
in the mid-1980s. The territorial government had aumtrol
over decisions on mining and the mining industrihattime. |
hate to think that in a few short years, he coddkperiencing
the huge challenges that the governments of thel®&ds
faced when that single largest employer crashedhah case,
the NDP government had the resilience; they wernt they
developed a long-term strategic plan for this teryi — the
Yukon 2000 report, from which now we have many loé t
benefits — many of the benefits that this governimiges to
recite, just like now in his incantation or reditet of the many

The Yukon seniors income supplement was doubled idiverse funding programs. One of them just camuaital as he

2008 to a maximum amount of $2,400 a year, asastment
in our seniors of $810,000 per year. We were tist §overn-
ment to index this benefit for inflation, realizitigat those on a
fixed income have the least ability to cope witk #ffects of
inflation. Like the child benefit, this money are monthly on
a dependable schedule. We have increased the piatikty
grant by 10 percent and indexed that to the consmee in-
dex as well. The territorial supplementary allowantSA, for
persons with disabilities and seniors receivingaassistance
was increased 100 percent in 2005, at a cost 06,880 a
year.

The Government of Yukon, in 2005, increased itstreon
bution for the kids recreation fund by an additio§s40,000.
The additional funding raises the level of governmassis-
tance to the fund from $60,000 to $200,000 — grethian a
200-percent increase. We increased the foster péwading
by 17 percent and indexed that, as well, to CR1089. Social
assistance reform was implemented in 2008 as faduo
commitment to review the social assistance progi@mnsure
adequacy of rates and provide incentives to rewipigo help
them enter the workforce and scale over the “welfaall”.

Improvements, including increasing the amount ohed
income retained to 50 percent from 25 percent iactases to

was talking about augmenting the kids recreatiom fu

That was an NDP contribution. The Yukon College #- a
of these were visionary pieces that came — theldmoginess
tax credit, the mining incentive program, the pexdprs fund.
All of these are initiatives that the NDP develoje@ concrete
understanding that you need to have a diversifoethemy.

| asked the minister the question: Was there agnadd
review of the Government of Yukon’s tax strategy®lA got a
recitation of everything from a number of tax ctedd income
assistance rates and, quite frankly, although spgraf Yukon
revenues — 90 percent of which come from Canadaldnd
percent that comes from us through personal inciaxes and
other own-source revenues — it’s interesting thaseé are all
considered. | asked him the question and he dahstver this,
so I'll try it one more time. How does the Departihef Fi-
nance — how does the Minister of Finance — deteendn
decide when to go with a tax credit, as compareithtocing a
program?

I understand fully that most of the people in tliem are
middle-class and you file income tax and have adgqin-
come to be able to finance your children’s or ygtandchil-
dren’s engagement and activities.
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There are many, many people in this territory whormt
afford to put their children in a Heart of Riverdglrogram at
several hundred dollars a month. We’'re talking almydinary
people. When | asked the question, it's really ¢o gn under-
standing so that when people say to me, “Geez't da that.
Why are they doing that?” at least | can explairairine gov-
ernment’s intentions are. My question is fairlyedir and fairly
simple: Can the Minister of Finance just explairwhue deter-
mines when to go with a tax credit as opposed riariting
programs for broader accessibility of Yukon childend fami-
lies?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski:
government doesn’t run the economy; we don’t. Theegh-
ment doesn’t run the economy. We have the oppdytuni
governments can either create opportunities or d@mprtuni-
ties for economies to grow.

As for the NDP’s strategic plan coming out of CgtraRe-
sources in the 1980s, quite honestly, we arepsiling for that
strategic plan today. In fact, Madam Chair, alltthv@ have to
do is look at our power bill to see the result lwdtt strategic
plan. We continue to pay for it and will continue gay for it
for along, long time.

For the record, the TFF funding from the federalego-
ment is not 90 percent. In fact, when the YukontyPgovern-
ment took office, it was 69 percent; that has n@erdased to
63 percent. It is not growing. It is decreasingaagsult of the
investment of the Yukon Party government in creatam
economy; in attracting more people to the Yukorraating
more businesses; attracting investors here to inmespportu-
nities, all of which is creating a very strong firéal position
for this government.

Exploration in 2002 was under $7 million. Today2id11,
it is probably in excess of $300 million on the kexption side.
The results of this mean that we are looking aémpidlly more
mines. Victoria Gold has said that they want tatstanstruc-
tion by this fall. There are 400 people plus in doastruction
phase and almost 400 people to be employed iroti@imine,
once it goes into production, and the number ohdfpijobs
just from that one opportunity are humerous ang déficult
to count. Certainly it counts into the thousands. a&result of
exploration, we are looking at potentially a numloérother
opportunities and what that does is create mors. jlibgives
this government more money to deliver on programs.

What we need to say is that the

TV. Businesses have less money and we go dowmdhdtthat
we very eloquently graphed during the last electisrto what
happened during the last time that the NDP had power this
territory. Let's just all hope that doesn’t happagain for a
long, long period of time.

Having said that, Madam Chair, and seeing the time,
move that we report progress.

Chair: It has been moved by the Hon. Mr. Pasloski
that the Chair report progress.

Motion agreed to

Hon. Mr. Cathers:
resume the Chair.

Chair: It has been moved by the Government House
Leader that the Speaker do now resume the Chair.

Motion agreed to

I move that the Speaker do now

Speaker resumes the Chair

Speaker: | will now call the House to order.
May the House have a report from the Chair of Cottemi
of the Whole?

Chair’s report

Ms. McLeod: Mr. Speaker, Committee of the Whole
has considered Bill No. &irst Appropriation Act, 2012-1,3
and directed me to report progress.

Speaker:  You have heard the report from the Chair of
Committee of the Whole. Are you agreed?

Some Hon. Members:  Agreed.

Speaker: | declare the report carried.

Hon. Mr. Cathers:
House do now adjourn.

Speaker: It has been moved by the Government House
Leader that the House do now adjourn.

Motion agreed to

Mr. Speaker, | move that the

Speaker:
tomorrow.

This House stands adjourned until 1:00 p.m.

The House adjourned at 5:29 p.m.

The member opposite has asked me how we make the de

cision. | just finished talking about all of thegsificant

changes that this government has done since coimnitagy
power to help support those people who need helpws will

continue to look at that. As part of our agendahaee identi-
fied things where we think we need to continueddétter, for
example, on the addictions side. We didn’t hear stngtegy
for that from either other party in this House dgrithe elec-
tion.

We will continue — and | don’t know if she’s imphg
that what we need to do is to increase taxes, whielsaid we
won't do. Increasing taxes does nothing but kidd #tonomy. It
takes more money out of people’s pockets. They Hase
money to spend to go out for that dinner, to bwat ttar or that
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