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Yukon Legislative Assembly
Whitehorse, Yukon
Tuesday, May 1, 2012 — 1:00 p.m.

Speaker: I will now call the House to order. We will
proceed at this time with prayers.

Prayers

DAILY ROUTINE

Speaker:  We will proceed at this time with the Order
Paper.
Tributes.

TRIBUTES

In recognition of Sexual Assault Prevention Month

Hon. Ms. Taylor: | rise today on behalf of the Gov-
ernment of Yukon to pay tribute to Sexual Assauiviention
Month, in recognition of the many people who workadaily
basis throughout the year to eradicate sexualirgénce and
educate the public about violence and sexual assaul

The Canadian statistics on sexual assault showsthatal
assault does not affect all Canadians equally.0®72 data in-
dicated that the highest rate of physical and dexitdence
was for adolescents between the ages of 12 and X/ rate
more than four times that for children under the afy12.

The difference in the assault rates between adualttschil-
dren was largely due to rates of sexual assau#to &i 2007,
the sexual assault rate for children and youth weer five
times higher than it was for adults. In 2010, pelieported
over 22,000 sexual assaults in Canada, an incddsee per-
cent over that of 2005. It should also be noted tivese statis-
tics are not likely to provide the true extent eksal assault in
this country, as these types of offences are paatiy less
likely to be reported to police.

Statistics like these, nevertheless, emphasizevdhe se-
verity and the prevalence of sexual assault. Agreeas they
are, statistics cannot tell us how it feels to eqree violence,
nor can they tell us what it feels like to be blahfer being a
victim of violence. Regrettably, this is all tootefi a common
occurrence, especially for people who have beeaudtesl by
someone they love.

Violence in our communities affects everyone, dmere-
fore requires collective action and a shift in thay we view
violence and our attitudes toward those who abasewell
those who are the subjects of abuse.

Earlier this year, the Yukon government launchetew,
anti-violence social marketing campaign entitlegymt‘ | the
Solution?”, which challenges us as Yukoners tokfsbout the
issue of violence against women and what we avithahls
can do to help influence the end of violence in communi-
ties.

Accompanying print advertisements and the use ofako
media, radio ads will also be aired on Yukon rasfiations
throughout the month of May. This campaign is bog avay
the Government of Yukon is working with the commwyrto
address violence. The initiative builds on previpublic edu-

cation initiatives that have been undertaken, dsageongoing
policy work, training initiatives and front-line séces pro-
vided by government agencies and many non-governoren
ganizations, including that of women’s organizasion

The Sexual Assault Prevention Month committee, mgule
of representatives from equality-seeking women’gaaiza-
tions and government officials, is presenting aeseof events
and promotional activities that include a panelkprgation by
Yukon men about how men can stop sexual assaul. yEar
the Sexual Assault Prevention Month committee Hes de-
veloped posters that address 10 tips to eradiexigas assault.
The 10 tips will also be made into a handbill thait be dis-
tributed at the men’s panel, other places in towd posted in
the local newspapers.

In closing, | would like to thank all the many inttiuals
involved in these efforts for their continuing wdskyond this
one month. | encourage everyone to participatbése events
and to join the voices of men and women who areggéiction
to address sexualized violence in our community.

Ms. Moorcroft: | rise on behalf of the Official Oppo-
sition to speak about Sexual Assault Prevention thloMr.
Speaker, how do we, as a society, find ourselvea state
where we even have or need a Sexual Assault Prement
Month? Because women refuse to be silent abouteabng
longer. Because women demand freedom and dignity an
safety. Because women are entitled to legal, ecanamd so-
cial equality in accordance with ouanadian Charter of
Rights and Freedom#\nd because, as Statistics Canada found
in its 2006 measure of violence against women, ‘deide
violence against women is an impediment to womenqisality.
It is perhaps the most widespread and sociallyatde of hu-
man rights violations. It both reflects and reimks inequities
between men and women and compromises the heajttityl
security and economy of its victims.”

According to Statistics Canada, women in the Yukaft
fer twice as many sexual assaults as women in aisited
communities in B.C. and Alberta. For aboriginal wemthe
numbers are even higher.

Here are some stark facts: The victims of repoasshults
are most commonly girls and women between the a§d
and 24; in recent years, north of 60, girls as goas two and
women as old as 83 have been sexually assaultgueréént of
sexual assaults are committed by men; and it immastd that
10 percent or less of women who have been rapeaftrégo
the police.

There is no simple solution for this horrifying tetaof af-
fairs. It is a situation rooted in our isolated gephy and our
colonial history and it will take the will of theommunity, not
just of government, to change it. But there ar@asia which
government can be effective at protecting womemfsexual
violence. Women are at the highest risk of sexaahalt when
they have no homes — an area in which good polay do
wonders. Available housing at reasonable rentsprekstage
housing for women leaving transition homes, redidémpro-
grams for people with substance abuse problemsl|-ef Hiese
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things can help to keep them off the street wheey fare in
danger of sexual assault every day.

Another factor contributing to sexual assault ibstance
abuse. Men who are drunk or high may be more likelgom-
mit assault and women in the same state are léssaprotect
themselves.

Here is another area where good policy can makeeat g
difference. Solid, community-based drug and alcdredtment
has been proven to work. We need to make everytdticsee
that the best possible addictions treatment islaai in our
communities. Insofar as the government has inflaeacer
police services and the law, these agencies canglale in
keeping women safe.

Many women do not trust the criminal justice systefm
woman often fears that if she reports a sexualudtssdne will
face a further affront through the acts and prooesiof police,
lawyers and judges. Women who report sexual asaeaibbften
shamed and blamed in courtrooms and the mediahéiy t
families and in communities.

Sexual assault is any unwanted act of a sexualrenatu
committed by an individual without the consent loé¢ tvictim.
It is a term that is used to encompass the muéitnidways a
person can be violated in a sexual nature agalrest till.
Sexual assault is far more common than one wouftkax
Every day, across the country, women, men and refmilduffer
the pain and trauma of sexual assault.

Statistics show that one in four women in North Aicee
will be sexually assaulted during their lifetimenfdrtunately,
of every 100 incidents of sexual assault, onlyasixreported to
police. Only one to two percent of date rape seasahults are
even reported. Many victims and survivors suffersikence,
fearing retribution, humiliation or lack of suppofthe trauma
of sexual assault can leave scars that will newity hieal and
many survivors experience depression, fear anddsliteel-
ings.

Sexual assault not only harms the victims; it a@lamages
families, communities and our way of life. Thougke Wwave
come far in the fight to reduce sexual violence, pevalence

Public awareness campaigns are an important way faf sexual assault remains an affront to our nationascience

government to contribute to women'’s safety, butdtien they
place too much of the onus on women to prevent: rafek
with friends, watch each other’'s drinks, be cardfalv you
dress, mind your body language. Sadly, it oftengwut to be
the best advice, because if a rapist interprets wations as
consent, in all likelihood, so will a judge.

Sound as this advice may be, it often feels likaid — if
only she had not left her drink unattended, woshart dress,
sat astride an exercise ball.

By way of an antidote, the Victoria Faulkner Wongen’
Centre is offering 10 tips for men to avoid rapeiniber 10 is
the most direct: Don'’t rape.

The theme of Sexual Assault Prevention Month tb&rys
how men can stop rape. | look forward to the dagnvheither
preventing nor enduring sexual assault will be wosiéot in
life.

Before | close, | would like to take this opportiyrio pub-
licly thank the Minister of Justice. Yesterday dhgribudget
debate on the Department of Justice, the ministeeeal to
meet with Yukon women’s groups who have particigaite
organizing Sexual Assault Prevention Month actgtand who
have asked for an opportunity to share some idetshim to
see real justice and to achieve a real reductioatas of sexual
assault. We need to work together to ensure thgitgtiis up-
held throughout the journey through the criminadtice sys-
tem.

Throughout Sexual Assault Prevention Month, theié w
be radio shows, a public panel, and educationai@es about
sexual consent. Women’s groups will produce postecs ads
explicitly outlining some tactics for men to stggpe. | encour-
age all members to work to respect women and td& wostop
rape, not only during the month of May, but eveay @f the
year. Thank you.

Mr. Silver: | rise on behalf of the Liberal caucus in
recognition of Sexual Assault Prevention Month.

that we cannot ignore.

It violates the fundamental rights and safety &f preople,
along with their physical and psychological inteégriVe must
do more to raise awareness about the realitiesxafad assault.
We must reaffirm our commitment to continually iraping
our prevention programs, building public awarenasd im-
proving our effectiveness in addressing the neddaiivors
of sexual assault.

We must focus on preventing violence by changirg at
tudes and beliefs that perpetuate it. By joiningetber, we can
pledge to never commit, condone, or remain sileouasexual
violence, and in time, we hope to put an end te dl@ivastating
crime. Today we pay tribute to those victims whtlgh their
strength and courage have survived and are thersufgport
for other victims. We thank the many NGOs and agsnc
throughout the Yukon who are there for support eodnsel-
ling. We thank all the front-line workers and coelfars for
their dedication and hard work and for their ongodgiforts to
raise awareness about sexual assault and violence.

In recognition of National Youth Week

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: | rise today on behalf of the
House in recognition of National Youth Week, takipice
May 1 to 7 of this year. National Youth Week idrag to hon-
our youth for their involvement, achievements arabifive
contributions they make to our society.

This annual event celebrates youth and their agtaréci-
pation in our community. Whether it is recreatiarama,
sports, dance, civic engagement, art, volunteeosnteader-
ship, our young people are involved in meaningfttivities
that are helping to build a stronger Yukon. DuriNgtional
Youth Week and throughout the year, it is importdat the
voices of young people are heard and that we eageuthem
to be engaged and active participants in civic Meung peo-
ple face many challenges as they navigate theirtiwvaugh an
increasingly complex and interconnected world. Marfiyto-
day’s issues were unheard of a generation agoit aadmpor-
tant that young people have the tools necessarydet the
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challenges to succeed. As a father of four childuao have
very quickly become young adults, | reflect on thatianges
and they certainly are significant and only acaiag for the
younger children of the next generation. It is aspexciting
time to be young and we all have a role to plagnoouraging
young people to take advantage of every opportuavgilable
to them and to involve them in the creation of asperous and
sustainable future for our territory and for outiom.

Yukon government is pleased to provide a numberof
grams and services that support youth and in tetp build
healthy and safe Yukon communities. Youth Diredsga
youth investment fund supports many community-driietia-
tives aimed at addressing the needs of Yukon yolUkese
include leadership training, after-school actiatiephysical
activities, cultural events and workshops.

There are a great nhumber of organizations and tedus
in Yukon who provide valuable services and suppouth, and
| would like to acknowledge the important work thihey do.
The Boys and Girls Club of Whitehorse, the YouthToflay
Society, and the francophone association along Hiitst Na-
tions and municipal governments are among manyhefar-
ganizations doing work for young people. Yukon gowveent
has also been proud to work with the group, Briggifouth
Towards Equality, commonly known as BYTE, on ititias
that empower young people to play an active rolethiair
community. Youth are symbols of the present andftitere.
We must continue to support them as they grow aagtldp
into the citizens and leaders of tomorrow. In dosw our
communities will be stronger and our economy w#inbfit.
During this week, let us take time to honour thertes, ideas
and abilities of the youth in all Yukon communitié3uring
National Youth Week, | ask all members to join meaécog-
nizing the outstanding contributions that youth araking to
our territory. Thank you.

In recognition of International Workers Day

Hon. Ms. Hanson: | rise on behalf of the New De-
mocratic Party Official Opposition to pay tribuie May Day,
which is also known as International Workers Dayg@up
called “May Day Yukon” placed a letter to the edito yester-
day’'s Whitehorse Staaboutthe history of May Day and some
of the contemporary struggles facing working peoiplethe
Yukon and in Canada.

| thank them for their letter and | want to reatea pas-
sages. “May Day is the International Workers Dayisla na-
tional holiday in nearly 80 countries in the worlthd many
others commemorate this day unofficially... May Dagrted
as the commemoration of the Haymarket Massacreytevhat
occurred in May 1886 in Chicago and that endech@n d¢on-
demnation of eight innocents, out of whom four weaeaged...
May Day is the commemoration of past, present aridré
struggles of the working class against the wedithy... Every
gain the working class got was only attained thiopglitical
struggles ...” and the formation of unions and stike but it
was gained and not given. That was from May Dayoruk

Today, working families across Canada are witngstie
rollback of gains won by previous generations. Wity meed

to look at the tax on public sector pensions arel glan to
change the Canada Pension Plan and raise themetiteage.
Look at the prevalence of government bringing biaelwork
legislation when workers are on strike or locketl ou

Look at the 20,000 federal civil servants gettihg pink
slip. Look at companies, like Caterpillar in LonddDntario,
offering a take-it-or-leave-it, 50-percent wage tmtworkers,
and then shipping their operations to so-calledhtrtg-work
states, like Indiana.

This May Day, we are witnessing an attack on thedhei
class, for it was through unionization that workifamilies
were able to secure the good wages and benefitettabled
them to live a relatively secure life, buy a hormgy a car, save
for their children’s education and go on a vacatife see an
assault on good jobs and on the middle and workiags. This
is borne out by research showing the growing gawéen rich
and poor. Executive and upper management salaidee h
grown. The middle class is shrinking, and the numitoé poor
are growing. Canadians care about this growing gapecent
survey showed that growing inequality is a majeué on the
minds of Canadians. While the assaults continue wtieess
that these are good times for those on the highéroé the in-
come scale. How did we get to this point?

Working Canadians coming back from World War I
helped build the socially just society that recagui the right
to form a union, protections from unemployment, lfubealth
care, public pensions and accessible post-secomdugation.
Past generations fought for it and built the pregige society
that is under attack and has been since the 19808lay Day,
as we recognize the contributions of past genersiio build-
ing a better, fairer society, we also recognizertbed to sum-
mon up their example and hard work to oppose thbatks
and attacks and build a progressive society thaalivgeserve.
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Speaker:  Introduction of visitors.

INTRODUCTION OF VISITORS

Ms. Hanson: | ask the House to join me in welcoming
Vern Walsh, a Whitehorse educator.

Applause

Ms. White: | ask the House to join me in welcoming

Shannon Roszell. She is visiting us from Torontee’S a PhD
student at York University, and we’re hoping sheyst
Applause

Speaker:
bling?

Are there any reports of committees?

Are there any petitions for presentation?

Are there any bills to be introduced?

Are there any notices of motion?

NOTICES OF MOTION

Ms. White: | rise to give notice of the following mo-
tion:

Are there any returns or documents for ta-
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THAT this House establish a select committee oreting-
ronment to investigate and recommend ways and m&ans
protecting Yukon environmental and sustainabilitierests;

THAT the committee analyze and report on the immdct
the ongoing overhaul of federal environmental legisn,
regulations, enforcement and management, and reeachm
measures to respond to any potentially negativir@mwental
impacts from recent and pending changes to fetlegalation,
including but not limited to:

(1) CanadianEnvironmental Assessment Act

(2) Species at Risk Act

(3) Fisheries Act

(4) Kyoto Protocol Implementation Act

THAT the committee meaningfully consult with indivial
Yukoners, First Nation governments, environmengsenrch
and advocacy groups, environmental scientists,negses and
other stakeholders in the conduct of its work;

debate that went on at that point. The Premierwegag clear at
that point that we did not believe the recommenpledh from
the Peel Watershed Planning Commission was an ppai®
model. His words were that the cost of implementimg plan
could bankrupt the territory. We criticized the Hea of the
NDP and the Leader of the Liberal Party for beimgsponsible
for committing to accept that document. That waspmsition.
We were elected on that basis by Yukoners on Octbbe
Ms. Hanson: Yes, we are very familiar with the criti-

cisms of the Member for Lake Laberge. But, you kndiyv.
Speaker, after the dust had settled from the Octelsetion,
Yukoners were subjected to a communications btivznfthe
government about their supposed new principles watld
guide planning in the Peel. One wonders whetherréiselts
would have been different if the Yukon people knguor to
casting their ballot that the Yukon Party’s position the Peel
was crafted in February 2010 and hidden beforedamihg the

THAT the membership of the committee be compriskd oelection. In the heat of the election campaign,Rhemier said

equal representation from the government caucesfficial
Opposition caucus and the Third Party caucus toetbermined
by the Premier, the Leader of the Official Oppasitiand the
Leader of the Third Party respectively;

THAT the select committee on the environment report
the House its findings and recommendations no I&i@n the
2013 fall sitting of the Legislative Assembly;

THAT the committee have the power to call persqas,
pers and records and to sit during intersessiogrbgs; and

THAT the Clerk of the Legislative Assembly be resgie
ble for providing the necessary support servicefiéocommit-
tee.

Speaker: Is there a statement by a minister?
This brings us to Question Period.

QUESTION PERIOD

Questionre:  Peel watershed land use plan

Ms. Hanson:
11, 2011. As they cast their ballots, they thousftut the is-
sues near and dear to them. The Peel was ones# key elec-
tion issues. The Yukon New Democratic Party waarate the
Peel, but the Yukon Party was not clear. They spokegue
generalities. It would be irresponsible to makeaesnent on
the Peel, said the Premier. The Premier and hisoiYUkarty
team took this message to the Yukon people. Thay'tdhave
a position on the Peel, but the facts are finafiyttoe table. The
Yukon Party did have a position on the Peel; thest fdidn't
share it with the public. We know the Yukon Pargdhtheir
position in February 2010, and that they hid tipsisition until
after the general election. The Yukon public desgmn expla-

Yukoners went to the polls on October

— and | quote: “People have to question those groapd
those parties who stated what their position was ontwo
years ago, before we ever even were close to lleinggh this
process, and what kind of leadership, what kindgo¥ern-
ments do we want to have?” Real leadership meang lbpen
with Yukoners. | would like to hear the Premier kp this
kind of leadership — where his statements durirgelection
bear no relationship to the key fact that the Yularty had
their secret position on the Peel for nearly twarge

Hon. Mr. Cathers: That statement by the Leader of
the NDP is a complete invention. There is no basisact, in
that statement. The member is well aware that ahats table
with the Leader of the Yukon Party on September 201,
and heard the criticism that we as the Yukon Partyided to
the NDP and the Liberals, making it clear that whkdved their
position was irresponsible; making it clear that thimk that
we believe the cost of implementing the commissiopto-
posed plans were simply too high.

The member and her colleagues went door to dootadd
Yukoners that we weren’'t going to accept the recemted
Peel plan. We have made it clear that we beliekatthe plan
should be modified. We have given an indicationfome of
the basis we believe some of the modifications khba made
on. We will consult with the public, with the commities and
First Nations prior to reaching a final decision this matter,
but it's appropriate in entering public consultatitat we give
an indication for some of the basis on which weidvel
changes should be made.

As | have said a number of times, one of the thiwgs
have indicated is that we believe that the finahpthould per-
haps be more like thHorth Yukon Regional Land Use PJan

which was jointly approved by the Vuntut Gwitchiirdt Na-
tion and the Yukon government in 2009.

Ms. Hanson: Yesterday, and again today, the minister
Again, what we are seeing here is responsible for land use planning is saying thsiriportant to
give the public an indication of some of the gowveemt's
thinking, prior to the final round of public consations on the
Peel. The public had a right to know this governtisethink-
ing on the future of thé’eel Watershed Regional Land Use

nation.

Why did the Premier hide his position on the Pewil @f-
ter the election?

Hon. Mr. Cathers:
what has become a pattern from the NDP — they datoghe
House and they make accusations which have littleodbasis
in fact. The member very conveniently forgetsjraitiat a table
at the Environmental Forum on September 27, 20ad, the
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Plan prior to the general election, but this governmeitihheld
its position.

The facts are now on the table. The facts areithBebru-
ary 2010, the Yukon Party had their own secret ftanthe
Peel, which they hid before and during the election

The facts are that they released this plan afeerethction
without alteration, except for a single comma.

This government now has a serious credibility andttis-
sue with Yukoners. They ran on a promise of opet ac
countable government, but we know now that thiads how
the Yukon Party governs. How will this governmestbuild the
trust with the Yukon public that has been serioaslgnaged?

Hon. Mr. Cathers: | know the Leader of the NDP
every day does her very best to damage the trugbnars
have in government, but | would point out to thentber that,
as the member knows full well, out of an 11-memtsercus of
the Yukon Party government, only one member wagawn
ernment in February 2010. For the member to sugbestex-
isted is absolutely, totally incorrect and has Zeasis in fact
and the member should know that.

Again, the member is well aware that we indicatadrd)
the election campaign that we thought the costismpfement-
ing the commission’s proposed plans were signifieard that
we criticized the Leader of the NDP and the theadsz of the
Liberal Party for being irresponsible for commigito accept
the commission’s proposed plan. In entering thel fatages of
the process, we believe it's appropriate that we gadication
to the public of some of the basis we believe ncalifons or
potential modifications should be based upon. Thathat we
have done. Further information will be providedagsenter the
consultation phase.

As | said before, one of the changes we have iteticthat
we think should perhaps be made is that the fitead for the
Peel should be perhaps more like tierth Yukon Regional

bers were elected afterward, some returning to Hoisse and
some coming for the first time.

The alleged existence of principles the membeefisrring
to is absolutely, totally without any basis in factd the mem-
ber ought to know that.

Mr. Tredger: There is some continuity, | would as-
sume, between governments — | would hope. Mr. Sgredlke
Yukon Party government has withheld its positioanir the
Peel Watershed Planning Commission, a position |dped
well before the final recommended plan was releases
summer and was available to the members oppositegdthe
election. This is the plan that the government mttacks. This
is completely outrageous. The government had a tugyro-
vide its true position to the planning commissiard do the
affected First Nation governments. The Yukon Pattpuld
have been forthright with voters.

Will the Premier tell this House why anyone woutdst
the Yukon Party government in any future land ussmng
processes?

Hon. Mr. Cathers: Mr. Speaker, again we have the
NDP taking to extremes their practice of comingoirthis
House and making wild accusations that have ncbagieal-
ity. The members know that 10 out of 11 memberthisf cau-
cus were not in government when they claim thadliggi prin-
ciples were developed. The members know — or shiknidav
— that the statements they are making here inHloigse are
absolutely without any basis in reality. The mensbknow
very well that during the 2011 election campaige, made it
clear that we thought that the costs of implementhre com-
mission’s proposed plan could be unacceptably figt we
called the NDP and the Liberals irresponsible fanmitting to
accept it. We made it clear then, as we do nowt,weabelieve
the plan should be maodified in entering the firtalges of con-
sultation. We are giving an indication of somelaf basis upon

Land Use Plan which manages the environmental footprintwhich we think potential modification should be éds

from all users in a manner that is fair, equitadohel balanced.
That plan was jointly approved by Vuntut GwitchiirsE Na-
tion and Yukon government in 2009.

Question re:  Peel watershed land use plan

Mr. Tredger:
commission to do their job, it is important thaeyhhave the
information at hand. The documents revealed todeysthe
Yukon Party’s eight new principles for rewritingetifeel land
use plan were developed over two years ago. Tretegxie of
those hidden eight points raises very importanteams. These
eight principles were never provided to the Peeltafiéhed
Planning Commission so that the planning commissiomd
attempt to address them.

Will the Premier tell this House why he withheldrn the
Peel Watershed Planning Commission those princigée®l-
oped over two years?

Hon. Mr. Cathers: Like his leader, the Member for
Mayo-Tatchun is again making statements that have kasis
in fact. Again, the Yukon Party caucus is 11 mersber the
Yukon Party government is 11 members. One membsriwa
government in February of 2010 and nine of the olflemem-

One of the things, as I've indicated before and agiain,
is that we believe that the final plan should ppshae more
like the North Yukon Regional Land Use PJamhich manages
the footprint from all users in a fair, equitabledabalanced
manner. That plan was jointly approved by the Vtntu

In order for the land use planning Gwitchin First Nation and the Yukon government if09Q.

Again, as I've said before in this House, we wilininue to
follow our obligations under the process prior taking any
final decisions.

Mr. Tredger: The facts speak for themselves. Land
use planning only works if all parties come forwardn open,
honest and constructive manner and put all theiscan the
table.

The Yukon Party withheld its true position on theeP
from the planning commission. The Yukon Party wéthits
true position on the Peel from the affected Firstibh gov-
ernments. The Yukon Party withheld its true positan the
Peel from the public.

During the election, the Premier spoke about thed Bely
in generalities while his government’s eight prpies to redi-
rect the planning process were sitting in his bpag&ket. This
situation is not befitting of an open and honestegoment.
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Will the Premier explain to Yukoners why anyone wdarust
his government when it withholds its position orclsimpor-
tant issues?

Hon. Mr. Cathers: Let me remind the member that,
as I've stood here a few times and indicated, dribeochanges
that we believe should be perhaps made to the faelis to
make it more like thé&orth Yukon Regional Land Use Pldn
would remind the members that the first time thekdfugov-
ernment told that to the commission was 2006, &atl docu-
ment is in the public forum and has been for yeah® mem-
bers are standing here in this House again andngakild
accusations that have no basis in reality andttf@mmembers
should know very well have no basis in reality.

I would remind the member opposite, again, thathi@
2011 election, we were very critical of the NDP ahe Liber-
als for committing to accept the Peel Watershecdhrithey
Commission’s proposed plan. We were very clear albioal
potential costs we thought could be entailed bylémgnting
that plan. Again, the members know very well thatimtended
to modify the plan. They went door to door and t¥ldkoners
that we were not going to accept the Peel commissieec-
ommended plan. Today, they stand here in the Handepre-
tend they said something different. Mr. Speakemiraghe
members are disconnected from reality. They shkotv that
very well.

Question re:
Mr. Silver:
Dawson City's housing shortage in this House beftok&e
know that there is not enough stable, affordableshg for
individuals and families, and we have even seen shbrtage

Korbo Apartments rebuild

impact important community programs. The John Korbo

Apartments were demolished last fall and that sibev lies
vacant. The Housing minister has indicated tha mmedia-
tion will take place this summer and that he isrofediscuss-
ing further options for this site with community mbers.
There has been great interest in this site.

In light of that interest, could the minister prdeian up-
date as to the remediation schedule and, for tberde com-
ment once again on current government plans faddation?

Hon. Mr. Kent: With respect to the Korbo property in
Dawson City, as the member indicated, there waspofse, a
fuel spill there that requires environmental rera@dn. | spoke
to the chair of the Yukon Housing Corporation Boafdirec-
tors as recently as last Friday about this progext asked for
an update soon, as to when we can expect the ratioedio
take place. In the meantime, | also asked themeteldp an
expression of interest, so that we can identifyeptal future
uses for the Korbo Apartments and to develop tkptession
of interest, similar to what we have done here \ith 262 in
Whitehorse at a time when the remediation is beomgucted,

so there is no lag time involved with the developtnef that
property.
Mr. Silver: When covering the John Korbo Apart-

ments demolition last October, a Dawson City regofin-
cluded comments from the former Klondike MLA, whasv
also the former minister responsible for Yukon Hog<Corpo-
ration. The former member indicated that it was Hwsing

Corporation’s intent to have low cost, but not sdized hous-
ing built on the John Korbo Apartments site. Thigswo in-
volve some sort of public/private partnership, witmstruction
to be completed within two years.

Is the current minister aware of such Housing Crafon
plans, or if such plans were made for the sitehi past and
have since been discarded?

Hon. Mr. Kent: Rather than respond to something
that was reported in the media, maybe what | coesgppond to
is a July 21 press release, at which time the formimister
responsible for the Yukon Housing Corporation nemid that
they wanted to set the stage for a plan to calefmressions of
interest from private industry for development tiall offer
much-needed rental accommodations in the commuhity.
had similar discussions with the Yukon Housing @ogtion
Board of Directors about that, and | expect som&oonp to
come forward rather soon.

Mr. Silver: We have previously heard from the com-
munity groups and a private construction comparat there
interested in developing mixed-use rental housindp& Korbo
site. The Klondike Development Organization ha alsne
some excellent work with regard to researchingldlcal hous-
ing situation and cataloguing needs and opporesifThey are
ready to submit a proposal to the minister, butveaging for
an announcement on this government's intent witham to
this particular site. The minister has committeavtoking with
community members when it comes to affordable hausn

Mr. Speaker, we have raised the issue 0E;eneral and with this lot in particular. Will he keélling to

share with this community his government’s backgubun-
formation on the site, including any studies angefigpment
options considered so far?
Hon. Mr. Kent: Again, I've given direction to the
Yukon Housing Corporation Board of Directors, thgbuheir
chair, to update me on a schedule for remediatiothie Korbo
site, and, at the same time as that remediatitakisg place, to
develop a call for expressions of interest fronvae industry
for development that will offer much-needed rergetommo-
dations in the community. Of course, when that eggion of
interest goes out, | expect it to also includemmifrom NGOs
and community organizations, such as those the raeoypo-
site spoke about, and perhaps not just rental acamations
— we really want to meet the housing needs of tmarunity
of Dawson, whether it's social housing, staff hogsor rental
properties.

| should also mention that although the Korbo Aeerts
have been torn down, there was a 19-unit sociasingucom-
plex built in the community to replace it. So weramt elimi-
nating social housing from the inventory. We wergually
replacing it with a brand new unit now located e ftommu-
nity of Dawson.

Questionre:  Federal budget cuts

Ms. White: Canadians from coast to coast to coast
have reacted with sadness, disappointment and awvger at
the federal Conservative government’'s short-sightats to
environmental legislation, regulations, enforcemantl man-
agement. Most Canadians, and indeed, most Yukosapport
small, safe development.
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But when there are insufficient safeguards to totavi-
ronmental and public interests, reckless developrisenften
the result. Earlier today | introduced a noticemaition calling
for the creation of a select committee on the emvirent to
study the impact of these federal cuts on the Yukod rec-
ommend ways we can ensure our environment is geatec

My question is simple. Will the Minister of Envirorent
support our call for the creation of a select cotteri on the
environment to ensure Yukon’s interests are preteah the
face of federal regulatory changes?

Hon. Mr. Dixon:
number of changes that have been announced byettezal
government relating to a number of issues thauitelcuts to
Parks Canada as well as the potential for cuts -ehanges at
least — to the federal fisheries process. Yukoregowment will
continue to work with the federal government touzasthat
Yukon’s environment and projects that go forwardukon go
forward safely and responsibly. The short answahéimem-
ber opposite’s question is, “No.”

Ms. White:
Minister of Environment refusing to take leadersbipimpor-
tant environmental issues. The latest federal gowent attack
on Canadian environmental conservation and educatias
exposed yesterday when we learned of the eliminaifanore
than 1,600 positions within Parks Canada. Thosg wilt im-
pact not only the protection of environmentally sitwe areas,
but also the recreational enjoyment of our natiqgreaks and
the tourism opportunities provided by historic site

Again, to the Minister of Environment: Will the nister
support our call for the creation of a select cotteri on the
environment to ensure that Yukon’s interests incEdeplaces
like Kluane National Park and the Klondike natiohétoric
sites are protected from short-sighted federal budgts?

Hon. Mr. Dixon: I know that the lead official for
Parks Canada in the Yukon has been in touch wittDeyart-
ment of Environment and has indicated to them tiate will
be no permanent closures of sites or parks in Yukbere will
be some changes to hours and some changes todlegiops,
but we understand that there won’t be any permariesures.

That being said, the Yukon government Parks stalff w
continue to provide the excellent service that thaye in pro-
viding services through our parks and campgrouhds$ are
managed by the Yukon government. Those folks dredible
work and Yukon is home to a number of territoriatks and
campgrounds that are world-class.

Ms. White: Again, we have the Minister of Environ-
ment refusing to take a stand on the environmehis 15 a
shameful situation. The minister likes to talk abthe envi-
ronment, but what's missing is action. Action meapsaking
up for the interest of Yukoners and our environmerihe face
of this federal attack. Action means doing, not ges/ing.

Mr. Speaker, the federal government is guttingRister-
ies Act the Species at Risk Acthe Canadian Environmental

Assessment Actand is slashing funding to departments that

protect the environment. We need environmental desdp.
Will the Minister of Environment lobby his Consetiva

Indeed, we have been aware of a

It's disappointing to once again hear the

friends in Ottawa to reverse the severe cuts tca@as envi-
ronmental protection regime?

Hon. Mr. Dixon: When it comes to ensuring that
someone stands up for the environment, and manégjesn
environment and wildlife resources in the Yukomttis ex-
actly what the Department of Environment has beemgd
What we will not be doing is creating some sortrafidom
committee to look at everything under the sun reigar the
environment. That is simply a waste of time and aste of
taxpayers’ dollars.

What we will continue to do is invest in the Depaent of
Environment, invest in our conservation officensgegs, invest
in the Yukon Research Centre, the Yukon Cold Clemiano-
vation Centre and a whole slew of other things #rat avail-
able in the budget that the member and | have blebating
over the past several weeks. That is what we areggo do to
continue to ensure that Yukon’s environment is geted today
and for future generations.

Question re:  Mount Lorne zoning regulations

Mr. Barr: A week ago, Community Services held
meeting in Mount Lorne. Residents of Mount Lorngéad that
the meeting would result in a commitment to conglationg
overdue update of the local area plan, and to addie desire
by a majority of residents to subdivide its lothieTresidents’
hopes were dashed when instead officials weretdideo only
speak about a new subdivision on the old McGowamlfands,
an idea that a large majority of Mount Lorne doessupport.

The residents of Mount Lorne have been very cleaut
these issues for years: yes to an updated local@as; yes to
subdivision of current residential lots; no to MeGowan sub-
division.

Mr. Speaker, why is the minister not listening he tvery
clear requests from the Hamlet of Mount Lorne?

Hon. Mr. Cathers: First of all, what | have to point
out to the Member for Mount Lorne-Southern Laketéshas
his facts wrong in a few areas, including thasinbt the De-
partment of Community Services that held the meetinwas
the Land Planning branch, which is part of the D&pant of
Energy, Mines and Resources.

Contrary to what the member said, officials haverimed
me that as they were supposed to do, they didtbatksidents
about both the potential subdivision of existingperties and
the possibility of developing McGowan option landdoth
were talked about and both, of course, in resptodee issues
around land availability and housing — identified tnembers
— surely even the NDP can connect the dots betaeaifabil-
ity of land and availability of housing.

Mr. Barr: | was at that meeting. The residents of
Mount Lorne feel the Yukon Party government isrtgyto ram
through a subdivision in a year, attempting to éensas doing
something — anything — to address the housingscriiibdi-
visions take more than one year to plan and develop
There are no studies on water availability, soitadility,
and percolation of septic fields, for example. EyyerMines
and Resources does not even know the cost of davelat, let
alone the number of potential units. A processuifdéviding

a
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existing lots would cost the taxpayers next to mghbecause
these lots would already be fully serviced.

Mr. Speaker, will the minister explain to this Heushy
he believes a new, rammed through, subdivision @dug
more cost-effective than allowing subdivision ofstixng lots?

Hon. Mr. Cathers: Again, we began with the Mem-
ber for Mount Lorne-Southern Lakes having the depant
wrong. The member also has his facts wrong. At IBasrely-
ing on what officials reported to me and what thesre sup-
posed to be presenting to the residents of Moumhé.aand
what |, myself, talked to the chair of the localisdry council
and another member of that council about, which thaspos-
sibility of both opportunities for potentially redimg the mini-
mum lot size to allow subdivision of existing ldad consid-
eration of the possibility of developing the McGawaption
lands.

The reason and the answer to the member’s quesiiout
why there isn’'t a detailed design and costs is tietihiled de-
sign work hasn’t been done. There was previoussassent of
some possible opportunities for development in traia but
we have not done detailed design on a subdividiahwe ha-
ven't decided yet to proceed with. We are engagetiat pub-
lic consultation process.

Mr. Barr:
sons from government that they were hoping to hifrese
lands pushed through within the year. The Carcli@ggsh and
Kwanlin Dun First Nation final agreements are sijnBoth
First Nation governments want to do a regional lasd plan.
This plan would incorporate and build from locakamlans.
The residents of Mount Lorne have been asking foiydars
for a review of their local area plan, a plan thatled for a
five-year review after it was finalized in 1995.

Will the minister commit to moving forward and ditang
his department to begin a long-overdue review ofuMo
Lorne’s local area plan?

Hon. Mr. Cathers: What | have to remind the mem-
ber is that he himself and his colleagues havedstae re-
peatedly in this House and talked about housingaig & was
a crisis — and have been very emotional in thelratke about
the shortage of housing. Surely even the NDP camext the
dots between land availability and housing avalitgbiMaking
land available is absolutely necessary as a fiegt &1 housing
development. Again, contrary to what the member dtated
here in the House and said, we are asking the enasidof
Mount Lorne about both the opportunity for possialiowing
subdivision of existing lots and the possibility @éveloping
the McGowan option lands. | point out that they tMaousing
to be developed but it would be somewhat hypoeditaf the
members to argue that housing should be develdpgdot in
his backyard.

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

Point of order
Speaker:
order.
Ms. Moorcroft: On the point of order, | believe you
have ruled in the past that using the word “hygaad’ to de-

scribe the position of a member in this House pady in the
House is out of order.

Speaker:  Minister of Energy, Mines and Resources, on
the point of order.

Hon. Mr. Cathers: On the point of order, | did not
accuse the member of being hypocritical. | did isayould be
hypocritical of him to argue against housing in béckyard if
that's what he was doing while saying housing ia irisis.

Speaker’s statement

Speaker:  On the point of order, I'll have a look at the
Blues tomorrow and, if a ruling is necessary, giVe it at that
time.

Question re:  Education standards

Mr. Tredger: Once again, we have been subjected to
the Fraser Institute’s report card on secondarypdaishin the
Yukon. The Fraser Institute looks at a very narmamnge of
criteria. Yukoners know better. For example, we all
acknowledge the need for skills training for Yukstudents,
Yukon parents, First Nations, communities, indusagd
business have told us that we need to evaluatis skitl trades
training and bring forth a program. We need to krepecific
measurable goals and what the results are. We toekdow

During the meeting it was stated by per-now we are doing and what we are doing to improvee

Fraser Institute doesn't tell us, but the ministexy.

Can the minister say whether there are more stadant
volved in skills and trades classes today thanethegre five
years ago?

Hon. Mr. Kent: I don’t have that type of information
in that level of detail on the floor of the Hous@éhwme today
but | would be happy to provide it to the membepagite an-
other time. | can say that with respect to the Bepent of
Education, the strategic plan developed in 2012016 laid
out goals. The first goal is that everyone who engehool in
the Yukon will have the opportunity to successfudymplete
their education with dignity and purpose, well e to enter
the next phase in their lives.

That's really what | as minister and what we as gbg-
ernment want to focus on in the next number of year
addressing the goals, initiatives and strategias dat in the
New Horizons plan and move forward with respecptovid-
ing the best quality education we can to Yukon shisl and
ensuring that we can contribute to student suceithsan eye
to close and eventually eliminate the gap thattexietween
students who are high-performing and those thathangng
difficulties in school.

Mr. Tredger: I commend the minister opposite for
that. 1 would like to help him by suggesting that¢ @evelop
clear, measurable and specific goals. There arey mi@ments
that influence the success or lack thereof in aalciThe work-
ing relationship between parents, students andcdn@munity
are acknowledged and critical goals for Yukon etloca Re-

Member for Copperbelt South, on a point of port after report has shown that meaningful comtyuaind

First Nation involvement is essential to improviogr educa-
tion system. This can be measured and given atitativalue.
It can be attained with clear, specific and medsargoals.
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From the data that he has, can the minister telHbuse if
parents and First Nation governments feel morelimgbwith
their children’s education today than they did fisgars ago?

Hon. Mr. Kent: Again, that level of detail and data |
don’t bring down to the Legislative Assembly withenon a
daily basis, but if it indeed exists, | would bepg to get back
to the member opposite with it.

I can tell you that under the goal that | mentiofedny
previous answer, the first objective is to increasgagement
of parents, families and communities for the puepo$ im-
proving student achievement and success. The dirategy
speaks to engaging parents, learners and commpaitpers.
The second one speaks to engaging Yukon First iNajtv-
ernments and communities to enhance the succdsssoiNa-
tion students.

There are a number of initiatives that are relatedhat,
including the school growth process, the ruraltegg, the tri-
partite MOU with First Nations, community engageiesup-
porting the advisory committees — there are a nunolbéni-
tiatives that are taking place and from that wlibiwf the per-
formance measures and the goals that the membarsivpp
spoke about. These objective strategies and ingiaare iden-
tified in the five-year strategic plan and | wowddpect those
performance measures to come out in annual plang asove
forward through the New Horizons time frame.

Mr. Tredger: We can no longer let right-wing think-
tanks define, within a very narrow range, whatigpaortant to
Yukoners. We have heard from parents, we have hieand
educators and from First Nation governments whatnjgor-
tant. We need to be accountable to these stakelkpldet the
Fraser Institute. We need to develop our reporsiygtem so
we can read about us and what is important to us.

The Auditor General’'s report stated the need fdoray-
term plan with specific, measurable goals: our pland our
goals. Will the minister develop a made-in-Yukopaog card
that measures school success and ensures acctityntabi
Yukon people?

Hon. Mr. Kent: As | have mentioned on the floor in
previous answers, we certainly do have the New zéos
document, which is the strategic plan for 2011 @d&devel-
oped by the Department of Education. A number @udeents
fed into the development of this plan, going basKar asTo-
gether Today for Our Children Tomorrowf 1973, all the way
through to the education reform project and theortepf the
Auditor General of Canada. With respect to what rir@mber
opposite has said about the Fraser Institute, ofssowe don't
always agree with recommendations that we get firstitu-
tions such as the Fraser Institute or the Broadbwstitute or
the David Suzuki Foundation. But what | found tringdp about
the member’'s Motion No. 199, tabled yesterdayhat tve re-
ject the findings of right-wing think-tanks, whicre commit-
ted to the pursuit of free choice, competitive nedskand less
government. So, really, Mr. Speaker, | believe wthat mem-
ber opposite is saying is that we reject the figdirof those
think-tanks who are committed to anything that 2P does
not believe in.

Speaker:
elapsed.

The time for Question Period has now

Notice of government private members’ business

Hon. Mr. Cathers: Pursuant to Standing Order 14.2
(7), 1 would like to identify the items standing fhe name of
government private members for debate on Wednesdiay 2,
2012. They are Motion No. 197, standing in the nahéhe
Member for Watson Lake, and Motion No. 198, stagdimthe
name of the Member for Pelly-Nisultin.

Speaker:
ORDERS OF THE DAY

We will now proceed with Orders of the Day.

GOVERNMENT BILLS

Bill No. 41: Act to Amend the Land Titles Act and the
Condominium Act — Third Reading

Clerk: Third reading, Bill No. 41, standing in the
name of the Hon. Mr. Nixon.

Hon. Mr. Nixon: I move that Bill No. 41, entitledct
to Amend the Land Titles Act and the Condominiuty Be
now read a third time and do pass.

Speaker: It has been moved by the Minister of Justice
that Bill No. 41, entitledAct to Amend the Land Titles Act and
the Condominium Ache now read a third time and do pass.

Hon. Mr. Nixon: | spoke previously at second reading
and in Committee of the Whole to these amendmenthe
Land Titles Actand theCondominium Actl would like to take
a few minutes just to go over what we have accahpli here.

Both prior to the campaign and during the campaigm,
colleagues and | heard frequently about issues thighland
titles process. We committed in the platform to ewize the
land titles process. This bill before us reflects delivery on
that platform commitment. | appreciated the commeéntthis
Assembly when we debated the bill last week on 1A8i Our
government has a strong commitment to facilitatiewgd de-
velopment and fostering economic development, aimying
forward these amendments is but one step to retmanréers to
development by improving service within the larttes office.

In considering changes to this legislation, we hialenti-
fied specific, short-term changes that will expedihe work
processes and provide greater clarity of infornmatiothe land
titles office. In addition, this package of amendisés consis-
tent with the objectives of practising good goveemtn practis-
ing open, accountable, and fiscally responsibleegawent;
providing a better quality of life; and investinginfrastructure
here in Yukon.

The objective of these amendments tolthad Titles Act
and theCondominium Acts to improve the operations of the
land titles office with changes to the acts that ba done rela-
tively quickly and easily.

Some of the amendments were generated internadlyran
cooperation with the land titles registrar, andesaly amend-
ments were identified that would improve the effiay of the
land titles office and could be implemented, asdgested ear-
lier, relatively easily. Most will help reduce tkiene needed to
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register documents in that office. In addition,i@fls took
suggestions from interested stakeholders who rdgulae the
land titles office services, including lawyers, \&yors and
architects. That group made further suggestiong file would
remove obstacles to land development, and these lachum-
ber of additional amendments.

I'd like to take a little more time to remind thidouse
about the purpose and the function of the landgitffice and
its role in land development in Yukon. The landest office
operates under the authority of thand Titles Actfor titled
parcels and theCondominium Actfor condominium units.
Yukon’s land titles system is based on the Torgstem de-
vised by Sir Robert Torrens in the mid-1800s —ghme sys-
tem used in the western provinces and northeritaees of
Canada.

In a Torrens, or land titles, system, all origiceltificates
of title are retained by a government’'s land titt#fice and
interests against that title, such as mortgagesregistered in
the land titles office. The priority of these irdsts is deter-
mined in strict chronological order according te tilate they
are filed in that office. The registrar keeps a dagk to record
the exact date and time of that registration, déedariginals of
these documents and the survey plans are kepeilati titles
vault. Our legislation requires a manual, papeedasystem
for keeping track of registered parcels of land.

When a member of the public registers ownershig pér-
cel of land, the registrar issues a certificatétlef, and the pub-
lic is entitled to rely on the certificate of titks evidence of the
correct state of that title. The fact that the iiest is registered
on title means that any member of the public hasright to
rely on it as a valid interest. As the territoryshgrown, the
value and number of transactions processed byahe fitles
office has increased dramatically. The value ofl restate
transactions in Yukon for 2010-11 was just over&zgdllion,
a 24-percent increase from the year before.

Being out of date, our registration practices arerous for
our citizens to use and they are faced with exeesdelays in
processing transactions. Yukon averages over J800ments
filed annually; however, the nature and complexfythese
documents is increasing in complexity.

Let me deal with the seven technical, straightfodva
amendments. The first addresses the filing of thieswand |
have provided an explanation on record for thatom’t go into
the explanations. The second addresses the staridard
mortgages. The third addresses duplicate cerificalf title.
The fourth addresses the transfer of easementdeetin The
fifth addresses the registrar’s ability to corregors. The sixth
addresses the hours of operation for the landstitfice. The
seventh amendment is to tBendominium Act

| want to describe for this House a further initiatto
move forward with our intention to improve and miodee the
land titles system in Yukon, that being that | happointed an
inspector of land titles pursuant to section 12hefLand Titles
Act As an independent inspector, she has now contphate
operational review of the current business procesiwf our
land titles office in order to identify areas fonprovement.

The inspector has, as we know, submitted her fiebrt.
It includes many recommendations, which I'm nowieexng
in further detail. Ms. Bansley’'s recommendationsirads the
land titles office business processes, staffingpstting tech-
nology, customer engagement, policies and procedarel
considerations for modernizing the system in theglderm.
Just this morning, we discussed her report, ananl see that
the work of developing the responses to her recamdiatéons
is already indeed underway.

Our officials have begun a full analysis of theseom-
mendations and the inspector’s report will provedi@undation
upon which subsequent consultation, expert advickfarther
analysis will take place to move forward in the raodzation
of the land titles system.

Some of the significant recommendations addreskagep
ing the current computer platform known as LIMS;rgasing
fees to fund better service, the need for writteidelines to
assist users of the land titles office, and intdg a lawyer
position and perhaps a surveyor position and somest advo-
cate in the land titles staffing model.

In closing, I'd like to thank the management anaffsin
Justice for championing this initiative. I'd alskd to thank the
registrar, deputy registrars and staff in the laties office for
their good work and willingness to move forwardriodernize
the land titles system. I'm confident that theseeadments that
are before you will have the effect of enhancing diperations
of the land titles office, removing barriers to d®mpment and
ensuring that the information on title and theeitthemselves
are accurate.

Ms. Hanson: | will be very brief because of course
the Official Opposition has indicated it will beporting this
bill. I do want to just perhaps place on the re@mbncern that
I had expressed last week in questioning the neinish this
bill. He dismissed any concerns or suggestion ofcem that
the Official Opposition had with respect to the anp of the
cuts to the office of the surveyor general in Yukibdo wish to
place on record that those cuts and further ingattn are real
and will have an impact on the expected efficiendie be
gained.

| appreciate the work that has gone into making the
changes here to the land titles process in the ukds wel-
come but | would ask if the minister table in tiisuse his
contingency plans to mitigate against the impactswvhich |
am sure were unforeseen at the time the work wamg lwone
to draft the amendments to thand Titles ActandCondomin-
ium Act— that he would table in this House his contingenc
plans to mitigate any of the unforeseen impedimémtsod-
ernizing the land titles regime in the Yukon.

Ms. Moorcroft: The New Democratic Official Oppo-
sition will support these amendments, as | satti@speech on
second reading of the bill. We understand thatethemsend-
ments are focused on some immediate fixes to ingpefii-
ciency. In the longer term, full modernization bétland titles
regime will proceed in phases.
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Among other ways to improve service, the government  Mr. Silver: Agree.
will consider new computer systems that will pravithe abil- Clerk: The results are 17 yea, nil nay.
ity to search on-line and will look at better wapsmeet the Speaker:  The yeas have it. | declare the motion carried
needs of professionals and professional bodiesvibet with  and that Bill No. 41 has passed this House.
land titles offices, including lawyers, surveyoaschitects, as- Bill No. 41 agreed to
sessors, realtors, other members of the Chamb@owimerce,
and, of course, vendors and buyers. Speaker: ~ We are now prepared to receive the Com-

The New Democrat caucus commends the government fanissioner of Yukon, in his capacity as Lieutenaov&nor, to
commissioning the inspector’'s report, pursuant lie ltand  grant assent to the bills which have passed thiskElo
Titles Act The Official Opposition also commend the govern-
ment for its commitment to a careful review of thepector’s Commissioner enters the Chamber announced by the Se
report, and we look forward to following up on thbserva- geant-at-Arms
tions and recommendations in Ms. Bansley’s report. ASSENT TO BILLS

Mr. Elias: It is a pleasure to rise to speak to this bill i Commissioner:  Please be seated.
third reading here today. We did go into some lerdgjtring Speaker:  Mr. Commissioner, the Assembly has, at its
second reading of thict to Amend the Land Titles Act and thepresent session, passed certain bills to whickhenname and
Condominium Actnd our comments still stand. We will be on behalf of the Assembly, | respectfully requestryassent.
supporting this bill as well, and | think that & important to Clerk:  Actto Amend the Child Care A@&usiness Law
note that we concur with the bill's purpose ancemt We Amendment ActAct to Amend the Land Titles Aahd the
thank the minister responsible for putting on relcor some  Condominium Act.

detail the intent of this piece of legislation aftkir amend- Commissioner: | hereby assent to the bills as enumer-
ments, and we look forward to the passing of thilis Bhank  ated by the Clerk.
you.

Commissioner leaves the Chamber
Speaker: If the member now speaks he will close de-

bate. Does any other member wish to be heard? Speaker: | will now call the House back to order.
Hon. Mr. Cathers: Mr. Speaker, | move that the

Hon. Mr. Nixon: In light of time and | know the Speaker do now leave the Chair and that the Haszve into
Commissioner is waiting, | thank members for thepart from  Committee of the Whole.
all parties on moving forward with these amendmeantd | Speaker: It has been moved by the Government House
look forward to assent. Thank you. Leader that the Speaker do now leave the Chairtlaatdthe

House resolve into Committee of the Whole.
Speaker:  Are you prepared for the question? Motion agreed to

Some Hon. Members: Division.
Speaker leaves the Chair

Division
Speaker:  Division has been called. COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
Chair (Ms. McLeod): Order. Committee of the
Bells Whole will now come to order. The matter before @@mmmit-
tee is Bill No. 6,First Appropriation Act, 2012-13We will be
Speaker:  Mr. Clerk, please poll the House. returning to the Department of Finance.
Hon. Mr. Pasloski: Agree. Do members wish a brief recess?
Hon. Mr. Cathers: Agree. All Hon. Members:  Agreed.
Hon. Ms. Taylor: Agree. Chair: Committee of the Whole will recess for 15
Hon. Mr. Graham: Agree. minutes.
Hon. Mr. Kent: Agree.
Hon. Mr. Nixon: Agree. Recess
Ms. McLeod: Agree.
Hon. Mr. Istchenko: Agree. Chair: Order please. Committee of the Whole will
Hon. Mr. Dixon: Agree. now come to order. The matter before Committednefwhole
Mr. Hassard: Agree. is Bill No. 6, First Appropriation Act, 2012-13
Ms. Hanson: Agree. ) ) o
Mr. Tredger: Agree. Bill No. 6: First Appropriation Act, 2012-13 —
Ms. Moorcroft: Agree. continued , ,
Ms. White: Agree. Depgrtment of Finance —_contmueq
Mr. Barr: Agree. Chair: We are carrying on with general debate on

Mr. Elias: Agree. Vote 12, Department of Finance.
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Hon. Mr. Pasloski: On April 30, the NDP leader
stated here in the Legislative Assembly, “I mengidrearlier
that the Premier uses often this notion that theplss is the
same as some financial assurance for Yukoners.aBloemen-
tioned, “The Yukon NDP has raised the questiona oepeated
basis, about the need for — for want of a bettente- a rainy
day fund. In other jurisdictions there are herithgeds or some
sort of a savings account.”

Madam Chair, what is a heritage fund? AccordindAto
berta, the heritage fund is Alberta’s main longvtesavings
fund. The fund today produces income which suppgag-
ernment programs essential to Albertans like hecdtle and
education.

Now if we look at the glossary on pages | and lltlod
budget document, we will see the definition of bo#i finan-
cial resources and accumulated surplus. Clearlyfinencial
resources are the savings account that the NDd®kinlg for. It
is the amount of financial assets at a point iretimexcess of
any outstanding liabilities created by past governtractivi-
ties. The Yukon Party is committed to maintainindpealthy
net financial resource. There will be approximat®hol mil-
lion in net financial resources by the end of tisedl year. Like
Alberta, this money is intended to support govenmimgro-
grams long into the future.

Surplus is one indicator of our financial well-bgirNot to
put too fine a point on it, in fact, the pre-emihemeasure of
the government’s financial strength is net debt. Ndee a net
financial resource position of $101.065 million doast for
year ended March 31, 2013. The Yukon governmentiraoes
to maintain a healthy financial position and avoal debt.

Most other Canadian jurisdictions are reporting delbt.
This fact alone is significant, but let me phrdsie tn a differ-
ent way. Net debt provides an indication of futtegenue re-
quirements for the government; that is, net delovides a
measure of the future revenues required to pathopast. The
significance of this should be of comfort to YukameAs one
of the only jurisdictions in Canada not in a nebtdeosition, it
will not be necessary to allocate future revenuesffset or
pay for past expenditures. Our government can sagne pay-
ing as we go and yes, we do have positive net Eiahme-
sources to invest in future programs and serviths is sig-
nificant as it allows our government to be verifde in tim-
ing our investment decisions.

Our very healthy net financial resource positiors lpao-
vided us and will continue to provide our governingre op-
portunity to make significant capital and programestments
to the benefit of all Yukoners. Our strong net finil resource
position speaks to the future as we move throughmandate.
| look forward to leading the Yukon through theivas chal-
lenges that we may face.

I'm proud of our Yukon Party government’s achieveise
We, as Yukoners, continue to be well-positioned.

Madam Chair, net financial resources are the nmopbi-
tant indicator of the government’s fiscal healtld aur net fi-
nancial resource position is enviable. While mosivmcial
and territorial governments have net debt — meattieg owe
more than they are currently capable of paying is-ignot the

case in the Yukon. We have the cash and otherdiabassets
to pay off all of our obligations.

One final comment on our financial health: Our gove
ment continues to manage the Yukon'’s finances avewlti-
year horizon. Our government saves when it is pruttedo so
and our government makes expenditure investmengnithis
necessary. We do this on behalf and for the beruéfiall
Yukoners. As legislators, we need to look beyone short
term and consider the long term. Our governmentdoag this
to the benefit of all Yukoners. We have done thiheut mort-
gaging the future.

This seems as good a time as any to provide a eafpl
observations on budgeting. The budget is an anexeicise
representing the estimated revenues and the pmxpendi-
tures for the year. Tabled with the plan are thiécgmated re-
sults; most notably highlighted are the projectiohan annual
surplus of approximately $80 million and the neiaficial re-
source position at year-end of $101 million.

The key word here is “plan”. As we all know, plaase
subject to change. New priorities emerge, and mescases
emergencies need to be addressed, and market andneic
conditions can change. | spoke of some of the pialechal-
lenges earlier. As we move through the fiscal ysa, will
continue to make decisions, many of which cannotuibtci-
pated in a budget. | cannot imagine a governmaeatt ith not
willing to review its plan, not willing to make clues, not will-
ing to make decisions that will benefit Yukonersir@overn-
ment will not remain static. It will respond as uégd to meet
these challenges. In doing so, it is likely tha ftscal frame-
work will be altered. | truly wish that we had aystal ball.
This discussion would therefore not be necessary.

Our budgets are based on the best informationablailat
the time they are prepared. The budget represemtfooecast
at a point of time, based on the information teavailable. To
suggest otherwise is just simply offensive.

It is a certainty that the 2012-13 plan will charsged our
government will be held accountable to Yukonersuigh the
future supplementary estimates tabled, as requivigd the full
opportunity for the members opposite to debateglbsnges.

For the 2012-13 main estimates, in our efforts ¢orée-
sponsive, to provide meaningful reporting in suppdropen,
transparent and accountable government, we incatgdra
few presentation changes in our budget documentgould
like to draw the Legislature’s attention to theegation of the
operation and maintenance and capital into onerdeati This
allows us to consider the total amounts allocate®@&M plus
capital — on a department-by-department or, moeeifipally,
on a program-by-program basis. This disclosure Ishpwovide
the opportunity to the Legislative Assembly to gainmore
complete understanding of specific program and deyEntal
requirements.

The integration of O&M and capital supports thewset
presentation change implemented for 2012-13. Thmgpy
purpose of the annual budget is for the Legislatargrovide
spending authority, provided as votes through arapiation
bill for a wide range of program, service and capihvest-
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ments contemplated by government departments. These
generally understood as the expenditures of thergovent.

reporting issues are being addressed, and the ekdnigave
just been describing are in terms of ensuring Wetcontinue

Things are somewhat more complex when we speag-of ato provide more transparency and more accountabdity uk-

counting with a calculation of annual surplus reiggj that we
focus on expenses, not expenditures.

| do not wish to turn this into a discussion abAatount-
ing 101, and | do recognize the Legislature doe® maeaning-
ful things to discuss. In recognition that thisfelience may
lead to some confusion for the various users of hhdget
documents, we have provided a summary that reamtile
appropriations, or the spending authorities, toegkjgenses, the
value used for the calculation of surplus. | enegermembers
to refer to page S-9 of the 2012-13 estimates dectmVe
anticipate that this will lead to a greater undanding of the
Yukon government’s budget, the appropriation anoneges of
expenditures and the year-end public accounts.

Finally, Madam Chair, a few observations on a tirds-
entation change of no small significance. As evidenf our
ongoing commitment to transparency and accountgbilve
have for the first time included in a budget a suannof the
consolidated financial information for the Yukonvgonment
reporting entity. The consolidated financial sumyniacludes
not only the departments identified in the appraton bill, but
also other corporations and agencies that aredediun the
Yukon government’s reporting entity.

oners.

Ms. Hanson: Funny, isn't it, what a difference a few
minutes can make. Maybe half an hour ago in Quefteriod,
| sort of had a sense it is like Peter at dawn bgngny rela-
tionship with the Yukon Party, but suddenly we #aking
about our pride in Yukon Party government’s achiegsts. |
guess what we will have to do is let the recordnsidat per-
formance will show and what the measure of all Y will
be — the assessment of the Finance minister’s taszemwith
respect to the financial performance of this goxegnt.

In fact, the point | was making for the Finance istier
yesterday had everything to do with reporting aseHactive
tool for transparency, openness and accountabgity that
everything that can be done to assist us as merobthis Leg-
islative Assembly on behalf of Yukoners, becauss th our
job — to be here on behalf of all Yukoners to htiits gov-
ernment to account. That is why open and transpa@ount-
ing measures and open and transparent reportinguresaare
so critical. So | will look forward to seeing immiate progress
and sharing of that progress with members of tlagidlative
Assembly.

I only have a couple of areas of questioning Ikklito

This includes the Yukon Hospital Corporation, Yukonraise with the Minister of Finance before | wouledwe on to

College, Yukon Development Corporation, Yukon Hagsi
Corporation and Yukon Liquor Corporation.

While the specific focus will likely remain on tlznounts
listed in the appropriation bill and the unconsalet state-
ments, the consolidated report provides legislaodthe pub-
lic a more complete picture of the planned resafiswill be
presented and audited in the 2012-13 public aceount

This is a significant step forward in our effortsitnprove
transparency and accountability. Observations leen made
from outside sources, such as the Office of theithudsen-
eral, and respected think-tanks, such as C.D. Hdkat, the
relationship between the budgetary reporting antb@atting
reporting should be improved. These presentatiangbs do
just that.

Yukon government reporting continues to be an emglv
process as accounting standards change. The m#sent
change incorporated for 2012-13 reflects the Yukowern-
ment's commitments to continuous improvement relate
transparency, openness and continuity between budgert-
ing and public accounts reporting.

The last comment that | want to mention is thah8tad &
Poor’s has reaffirmed Yukon’s double-A rating, whis rec-
ognized globally as very high. As another sidelyay may
have heard that C.D. Howe Institute ranked the Ywkov in
terms of budgetary reporting.

While there are issues that are being worked anjthin
issue that is driving that ranking is the reportisgue. The
C.D. Howe report concerns processes as relateeporting
and is not a report on financial health. As you ses, the re-
porting issue reported by C.D. Howe has no effacbur credit
rating from Standard & Poor’s. | point this out agan that the

the line-by-line. One has to do with an area thanlinterested
in. This may sound strange to you, but it is panvbat we do

in the Official Opposition and people who take thekings
seriously — looking at the obligations that goveemn has
under all the administrative documents, and Riveancial Ad-
ministration Manualrequires all departments to have five-year
capital financial plans.

You know, we asked for access to the five-year tahpi
plans. It's one thing to see the summary documirissort of
says the amount and what's projected, but in faet dctual
plans, when you read theinancial Administration Manual,
give you a significant insight into the level oftdié and the
planning that is required. What we were hoping aowags ob-
viate the need to come back through Question Pericbrt of
doing the “gotcha” thing — and actually see whategament
is planning and on what basis they made those idasisBut
when we asked to see those and used the accedgsroation
law to try to access these plans we got a billnfearly $8,000.
Now, these documents were prepared using taxpagetisirs
— prepared on behalf of taxpayers — and it woulty omake
sense that those people who are elected to reprimee tax-
payers would have access to that information.

So my question for the Minister of Finance is thighy
aren’t these plans publicly available? And, in thterest of
financial transparency, will he as Finance ministerke these
plans available to the public?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: I will take the member opposite’s
comments as a compliment that she is thoroughliezkabout
the changes that we have made to the budgetanegsom
terms of transparency — combining the O&M and thpital
together and providing a consolidated report. | eertainly



1012

HANSARD

May 1, 2012

happy that the opposition finds this a step forwasdl find this
a step forward and this government finds this @ $teward.
We are continuing down a pathway that has beetedtay the
Yukon Party government.

The Minister of Finance had talked earlier in hpeoing
comments about the key word being “planning”. I'merested
in terms of the planning of the Minister of Finarared the ba-
sis of his planning. When he updates the House reipect to

Yes, there has been considerable change in the arembthe resource revenue-sharing agreements, the chdogehe

ship of who represents the Yukon Party governmetté Leg-
islative Assembly. But starting in 2002, this govaent began
a path — taking us from the years of destructiomht® econ-
omy that occurred under the NDP government andothes-

spending that occurred under the Liberal governmento

prosperity.

We are now, a number of years later, really lookihow
we can continue to manage and grow that prospérityink
what the member opposite was asking for is higldéidhn the
budget package in the small Budget Address book.

I'm actually looking at five years of numbers bagirtgy
with the supplementary forecast that occurred attime when
this was published for the current 2011-12 year ke tnain
estimates for 2012-13, then projected estimate2daB-14, for
2014-15 and for 2015-16. We provided detail forhedepart-
ment and the opposition has enough trouble gettimgugh
this, as well. We provide detail on the first yeate give num-
bers as to what our intent is going forward becaasel’'ve
mentioned, plans do change. Sometimes | thinkntjsossible
to say, “Here are exactly the capital investmerg§avgoing to
make by department in four years from now,” becalifee
doesn’t work that way. Government doesn’t work thaety.
People’s own bank accounts don’'t work that wayw@agive a
commitment to the community and to the constructimtustry,
looking at the investments we plan to make — thal tdollar
amounts of capital investments that we're goingrake —
and we continue to move forward to ensure thateimvest in
the Yukon, which creates jobs for Yukoners who thawe the
ability to spend that money here in the Yukon aadtinue to
drive and foster the economy.

Ms. Hanson: Well, if the Minister of Finance had
been listening to me, he would have understood.wdald
have heard me say that | appreciate the fact thtited Budget
Address there is that listing going out five yedvls point is
made exactly by what he just revealed there. H& $@ie give
a commitment to the community and to the businedastry.”
The community and the business industry would tik&now
that those commitments will be delivered on. We aae just
one small example: F.H. Collins. It was there; #swnot there;
it's maybe there again.

What we were asking for was public access to tle- fi
year capital financial plans as required underfih@&ncial ad-
ministration manual, which do in fact — if you redkat
through — set out in considerable detail what'suresg in
terms of descriptive material — both financial asseents and
other program community assessments as to theresoemts
for various capital initiatives, now and into théufre. Clearly,
the Premier will just continue to spin it his waat'’s fine.

| have a last question | would raise before we miove
line-by-line debate. This may take one or two sappntaries
though, I admit, at this stage because my expeziemdate has
indicated that that’s probably true.

threshold — the current $3 million and the proposemlease
might be parallel to what Northwest Territories htigyet, if

they ever complete a devolution transfer agreenTérdre are a
number of components to this. One is the role atationship
with Yukon First Nations on this and the sharingad that
might exist there.

When does the Finance minister project that theeatire-
source royalty revenues from the Yukon resourcesldvap-
proach the $3-million threshold? From a planningspective,
when does he project it will approach the uppezghold of —
| think it's $41 million? | would ask him to confir or clarify
that upper limit he has apparently negotiated \tlih Depart-
ment of Finance — the Minister of Finance | woutph.

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: That's a really easy question to
answer. | guess it speaks to the fundamental differs — the
NDP think that government controls the economy, avel
don't believe that.

We believe that governments can either encourage ec
nomic development or they can deter economic devesmt.
Can | tell you exactly when we will reach thosegts? Abso-
lutely not; there are too many things that are within the
control of the government. | know that the NDP wblike to
control everything, but unfortunately that's noé tbase. There
are too many factors involved. We’re committed émtnuing
to ensure that we create the right environment.réVedmmit-
ted to ensuring that anything we do going forwaakes sound
environmental sense. So as to when we will reagbethargets,
it's very difficult to tell. There are too many ttgs involved.
We will continue to work with the private sectorhelp where
we can to remove the barriers and to encourage muest-
ment in this community, in this territory and creatore jobs.

Ms. Hanson: The Premier says in this Legislative As-
sembly on a very regular basis that by openingtéhgétory to
private sector investment — The Official Oppositloas said it
supports a strong, stable and sustainable resaaxtraction
industry. When we do that, this minister and hileague to
his left — which | find kind of funny — might havexpounded
upon the notion that this territory is on the cae$m number of
operating mines. He goes to the same trade shodviharsame
industry conferences that the rest of the Yukorsgoe— that |
have certainly attended and members on the oppsidigehave
attended. There are a number of very detailed ptatens
made at those conferences with respect to the tegekevel-
opment of mines in the territory, and all mines énane thing
in mind: that is to make a return on their investime their
shareholders. We are, as Yukoners, shareholdetisose re-
sources as well.

I'm simply asking the Minister of Finance — he mhbsive
some idea of when we would begin to see some retmrthis
significant investment — partially the investmentterms of
foregone revenues, in terms of allowing industrb&in this
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conducive environment that he is wanting to creatdach we
share.

That is a wonderful idea, but when we invite pedple
our homeland say, “Now you can develop it", we,satme
point, must expect some return. What we are sinagking,
since we based a lot of the street creds of thisidir of Fi-
nance, he has gone and said to the public, “| wettawa. |
increased the level of money that we are goingetepkhere,”
— but if there is not any idea of when we are gdmgeep it,
that is kind of a pyrrhic victory, is it not?

I am simply asking the Minister of Finance to télikon-
ers when they might be able to see a return toYthie®n on
their natural resource revenues, when that $3anilthight be
approached, when the, whatever, $40 million — kdshkim to
confirm that, which he did not do, so | am askiim ko do that
upper threshold — and that would be it.

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: | guess it does get to be a bit frus-
trating because we have heard these questionsebeferhave
answered these questions before, quite expliditknow that
the NDP does not put any value to jobs and whaagnhthat
has on our economy. Not to say that jobs do not lzay posi-
tive, but when we discussed this before, | actudgcribed
that in the fiscal year 2010-11, our resource raesrexceeded
the $3-million mark.

In fact, it just came short of $5 million, at $457illion
in the 2010-11 year and will be again exceededhén2011-12
year — however, those numbers are not to be coefirat this
point. So, Madam Chair, we've had this discusside have
discussed in this House that we have exceededetmurce
revenues. | described this to the member opposiie grevious
occasion. In fact, | just find it difficult to seeow the NDP
doesn’t see the value to the thousands of jobsintlieect jobs
that go along with the direct jobs that occur ia filacer min-
ing industry, in the exploration industry, in théning industry
and everything that comes from that — from tirephto fuel
companies to lumber yards to grocery stores taleaterships
to TV stores to everything else that has a massipact as a
result of this industry — the primary industry thhis territory
has had for more than a century.

So | hope now that | have explained this and welige
cussed this again that the member opposite willehhdnose
numbers to understand.

Ms. Hanson: It's all in fact, Madam Chair. The Min-
ister of Finance, to make a very fine point hesemisleading
when he says that those are royalties. Perhapdike’tb clar-
ify what he meant there.

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

Point of order

Chair: Ms. Taylor, on a point of order.

Hon. Ms. Taylor: Madam Chair, | believe that you
have ruled on the term “misleading” on a numbeoafasions,
at least one of which | can directly remember. €dainly state
that the Premier has “mislead” the House is cdstaontrary
to our Standing Orders. | believe it's 19(g) if Ieorrect.

Chair: Ms. Hanson, on the point of order.

Ms. Hanson: Madam Chair, on the point of order,
perhaps there’s another phrase that | could uses that speak-

ing about “misleading”. Perhaps it's “confusedrhihot sure. |
find his interpretation of the issue confusing.

Chair’s ruling
Chair: It is my opinion that there is a point of order
and the use of the word “misleading” is out of orde

Ms. Hanson: Madam Chair, | ask the Minister of Fi-
nance to perhaps outline where he gets his sodrdata, be-
cause when | look at page 9-18 in the budget btk guartz
mining fees and leases are $2 million, but thatt noyalties.
The royalties for oil and gas are $200,000. Thegyanining
fees are $255,000. Coal leases, permits and regatt if he is
using this $3,348,000 outlined there, where isdfldrtg about
royalties? That was the issue that | was raising.

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: Throughout this discussion —
guess that’s the confusion that the NDP is havingve-have
been talking about resource revenues. | think theeBwill
reflect the fact that she, on many occasions thrahgs con-
versation, has been talking about resource reveriles is
exactly what | have been talking to. | think thafdre we can
have a healthy debate on this, we have to ensatehtt mem-
ber opposite understands the definitions and tfilerdnces
between the terminologies.

I'm trying to find a way to say this that wouldride over-
ruled on a point of order, but | think we contirteesee in this
House the lack of regard and lack of respect frloenlteader of
the NDP in the manner —

Some Hon. Member:

(Inaudible)

Point of order

Chair: Ms. White, on a point of order.

Ms. White: “19(h) charges another member” — oh,
no, that’'s the wrong one. “19(g) imputes false aawowed
motives to another member.”

Chair: Mr. Pasloski, on the point of order.

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: | think the term “lack of respect”
does not impute such a description.

Chair’s statement

Chair: Without reviewing the Blues — because | can't
quite recall the exact terminology — I'm going tesf say that
the debate is getting very personal. | would regjtiest mem-
bers stick to the numbers. Thank you.

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: I will continue to say that while
the member opposite says one thing, she talks admoather
thing. In fact the total lack of understanding lsvimus when
she begins to make the comparisons to this propagestment
to what is happening in the Northwest Territoriegcause
quite frankly it's almost like comparing applesai@nges.

While there are some similarities in contextual mem
there are some vast differences. We already halevalution
transfer agreement. We already have devolution. Hag in
place an agreement — an agreement that this goestrwas
able to renegotiate with the Government of Canawfattie
benefit of all Yukoners and all Canadians. As wewgran
economy here, it is to the benefit of Canada at avel the fact
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that they share in own-source revenues that weesrea all
Canada gets to benefit.

| know that the Leader of the NDP found that hunosto
but in fact it's because of them not understandiregfinancial
impact, because this side of the House is tryingraate an
environment where we can promote and see more nsipe
investment, responsible development, and the ofgpsgie of
the House would like to legislate and regulate y\a&Epect of
our life.

Ms. Hanson:
unable to answer questions about numbers, we vdllenon
perhaps to line-by-line.

Mr. Elias: | would just — | do not even know where
to begin — try to have an achievement-oriented aphere
here.

| guess | want to start by thanking the Financécials
within the department, because at the beginnintpiefsession
they provided some budget function and key ternoigplback
in March to all of the new MLAs. | really appreaathat, be-
cause it went over some definitions with regardh® mains
and budget estimates, O&M expenditures, capitakpdijiures,
the supps, what it meant in the terminology betwaanual
surplus and deficit net financial position, and tis¢ goes on
and on and on. | will put it on the record thatlid assist my
colleague, the Member for Klondike, in understagdiie ter-
minology that is used in the House. | want to thdr& Finance
officials for their good work once again in ensgrithat the
level of debate in the House is as factual as plessi

The Department of Finance itself has a relativahals
budget of less than $8 million for the year. It somes less
than one percent of the government’s resourcest lefothat
$8 million is for personnel costs. The second largeem in-
cludes government flow-through transfers, suchhasYukon
child benefit and the research and developmentitadit. The
small budget belies the importance of the departraad we
appreciate the good work of the officials thereey lgather the
information that allows government to make andycaut de-

Seeing that the Minister of Finance is cisions and allows the public to keep informed dkbase op-

erations.

Last month, when responding to the budget in génena
colleague, the Member for Klondike, pointed outt tadbudget
is a statement of intent. It ranks different goveemt priorities
by the dollars allocated to them. Government ieddrto bal-
ance — giving individual programs and departmemgsrmoney
they need to operate with balancing the overallgetid— so
that Yukoners’ money isn’t spent recklessly.

Certain areas in this budget have been particutarbject
to constraints this year. The Public Schools bramitihget less
money than it did last year. They will apply themey they get
to prepare over 5,000 kindergarten, elementarysaundary
students for higher education for careers andfir |

In this budget, Family and Children’s Services it an
increase of 3.5 percent, which works out to aboGtfdercent
after inflation. They will use that modest increéseserve over
100 families, over 500 children in unsafe homeadions and
150 newborns and their families, as well as proxgdother

Madam Chair, | have some comments for the Depattmenmportant services.

of Finance today. | will keep them brief and I'tiytto keep

them on topic. As the Premier wishes from timeitwet | also

wish that | had a crystal ball, not only for paldl reasons, but
sometimes for other reasons as well. I'm sure Yeksmappre-
ciate the profound and wide-ranging exchange ofiiops to-

day and yesterday. However, in my opinion, there laetter

uses of our time in the House, because we have smlgn

days left in this Legislative Assembly. In my expece and
opinion, it just simply won’t be enough to covel aspects of
the 2012-13 Yukon government budget.

Of particular interest to our caucus is to gethte Depart-
ment of Health. It's the largest allocation and arfie¢he most
important priority items that Yukoners would like tear
members of this Assembly debating. That is a gyididr our
caucus as well. We won’t be using any of our tiroéaly to
discuss past administrations of any political €nip dredge up
financial boondoggles from 20 years ago, becausedaid this
on the floor of the House before that | refusedoept credit or
criticism, for that matter, for any of the decissopast govern-
ments did, because | wasn't a part of those dewsimr did |
help create the climate under which those decisimre made.

Discussing what one political party did in 1993 dnmv it
pertains to 2012, quite frankly, matters verydittb me. So it's
our hope we can bring this debate back on coumssgluct our-
selves the way that we promised Yukoners we woaltact
ourselves, and work through the departments idedtifs be-
ing this afternoon’s business.

Tourism and Culture is getting less money thanpgns
last year, including for the marketing operatioffgce.

Economic Development is getting less money tham las
year, including for Business and Industry Developmand
Regional Economic Development.

We appreciate the challenges of applying limitead&ito
serve a growing population with increasingly compieeds.
We see a great deal in this budget that we canosymnd we
believe in lending our voices loudly when it contesthose
items. Obviously, we also call it like we see itamhwe don’t
agree with line items in the budget.

My comments today are meant to remind all membeas t
when we create a budget we make choices. Just thsthe
budget, | hope that we will make good choices ibatie today
and, with that, |1 conclude my comments and lookviord to
going line by line.

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: | respect what the member oppo-
site had to say and | thank the Member for VuntwitGhin for
his comments on the briefings that were providethri’t know
whether it has been done before — a new governgmning
in and providing briefings by all the deputy mieis across the
corporations for the members opposite to be abdssist them
and really set the tone, in terms of how we areingforward.
We discussed some of the transparency things —ehlages
we have made to the budget — so | want to thankrtember
opposite for his comments on our decision to do éma how
much they appreciated that being done.



May 1, 2012

HANSARD

1015

As for his comment about — you know, not lookinglba
to what has happened in the past and not havingesiynter-
est in that — it reminds me of an old saying: tifiate don't
remember history, we are doomed to make the sastakes.

So | think we need to continue to remind Yukonédra/loat
the historical value was of past performances. 8unk that,
while | respect the Member for Vuntut Gwitchin’snements, |
think there is an obligation to ensure that we toméke those
mistakes again.

As | mentioned at the beginning of Department ofafice
in Committee of the Whole, the Department of Firasic
budget constitutes 0.68 percent of the entire biudgkess than
one percent. We have now probably spent at lees¢ thr four
hours on Finance. | have said across the Houseateg times
that the opposition has the opportunity to userttigie and to
budget their time wisely to ensure that they hdaee dpportu-
nity to deal with all the departments they wantiéal with. It's
another example of reminding Yukoners of historgl éme fact
that some parties just have trouble budgeting.

As for the comments that were raised, I'd like farify for
the record that all the departments received ame@se in
O&M this year over last year’'s budget. This, agaias a re-
cord budget, in terms of services and programs ttietgov-
ernment is delivering to Yukoners. Across the boaitl the
departments had increases.

As for comments regarding specific departments ror p
grams in relation to Education and, | think, Fanalyd Chil-
dren’s Services, which relates to the Departmeriiexlth and
Social Services — either the opportunity will existalready
has existed for the ministers to be able to debaiee ques-
tions within the appropriate department.

| have stated for the record many times that | aoited
and proud of the team we have here on this sidbeoHouse
and the superior ability of our ministers to detiem the man-
dates and the responsibilities they have, and tizeye my ut-
most confidence.

Chair: Is there any further general debate? We're go
ing to proceed, line by line, on Vote 12, startorgpage 11-6.

On Treasury

On Operation and Maintenance Expenditures

On Administration

Administration in the amount of $896,000 agreed to

On Financial Operations and Revenue Services

Financial Operations and Revenue Services in theusmn
of $3,355,000 agreed to

On Fiscal Relations

Mr. Elias: May | ask the Premier for a breakdown on
this line item, please?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: Travel out of territory, $22,615;
supplies, $5,880; postage and freight, $294; psifesl,
$55,000; and salaries, for $152,496.

Fiscal Relations in the amount of $236,000 agreed t

On Management Board Secretariat

Mr. Elias: Can | get a breakdown, please?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: Travel in territory, $4,000; travel
out of territory, $23,475; professional, $55,00Qpmlies,
$13,720; postage, $294; advertising, $2,250; tmnginis3,000;

memberships, $1,000; printing, $40,200; other, $&8@ sala-
ries, $1,847,126.

Management Board Secretariat
$1,755,000 agreed to

On Banking Services

Banking Services in the amount of $1,015,000 agreed

On Public Utilities Income Tax Transfer

Public Utilities Income Tax Transfer in the amouoit
$213,000 agreed to

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: | just would like to go back to the
Member for Vuntut Gwitchin's last request for détan the
Management Board Secretariat.

in the amount of

Unanimous consent re: revisiting a line

Chair: Yes, you may do that with unanimous consent.
Is there unanimous consent to return to it?

All Hon. Members: Agreed.

On Management Board Secretariat — revisited

Chair: There appears to be unanimous consent.

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: What | did, Madam Chair, is that
I read the total of Fiscal Relations and Managentoard
Secretariat combined. They were the totals thavegSo what
I give you for revenue for Fiscal Relations wasreot. How-
ever, Management Board Secretariat numbers actinallyded
the $236,000. For the record then, the $1.755anilis as fol-
lows: travel in territory is $4,000; travel out thfe territory is
$860; supplies is $7,840; advertising is $2,25@jintng is
$3,000; memberships is $1,000; printing is $40,280gr is
$860; and salaries are $1,694,630.

Management Board Secretariat
$1,755,000 agreed to

Treasury Operation and Maintenance Expenditures in
the amount of $7,470,000 agreed to

On Capital Expenditures

On Information Technology Equipment and Systems

Information, Technology and Systems in the amotint o
$12,000 agreed to

On Prior Years’ Projects

Prior Years’ Projects in the amount of nil cleared

Treasury Capital Expenditures in the amount of $020
agreed to

Treasury Total Expenditures in the amount of $7,48R20
agreed to

On Workers’ Compensation Supplementary Benefits

Ms. Hanson Just a question for the minister. Is this
increased by CPI or what is the rate of increaséiie benefit?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: | did actually mention it, | think,
in my initial statement when we went into FinaneeCommit-
tee of the Whole. Workers’ Compensation Supplentgnta
Benefits program in the amount of $426,000 is leggsl under
an act of similar name.

It provides supplements to benefits paid to workeh®
are insured by private insurers prior to the YuRtorkers'
Compensation Health and Safety Board coming intstexce.
These supplements bring the benefits these workerve up
to the sums that would paid, had they been covesedhe
board.

in the amount of
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Ms. Hanson:
that. | was simply asking him to clarify what thalices for
increases are. Is it consumer price index? How ddesrease?
I’'m just asking him to tell me how it increases. &k the ba-
sis for the increase? | don't believe it's volurfim just asking
if there’s a price indicator that would tell us hawoes up.

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: | think for a full account of that,
we’'d probably have to talk to the minister respblesifor
Workers’ Compensation Health and Safety Board. Hawmel
believe it's based on the rates that are being. paid

These people were people who were insured by privat
surers prior to the creation of the Workers’ Congagion
Health and Safety Board. They now fall under thasspices
and basically what we’re doing is covering the efiénce from
what the private insurance is paying to what treyctually
getting from Workers’ Compensation Health and SeBxiard.
| do see that the estimate for 2012-13 remainstgxdoe same
as the forecast for 2011-12, which is $426,000.

On Operation and Maintenance Expenditures

On Supplementary Pensions

Supplementary Pensions in the amount of $426,06¢edg
to

I heard the minister the first time he said public forum — everybody in industry — and they waible to

field questions from the general public in termsadify things
are the way they are.

Is the Premier aware of these types of public fa®&m

I am calling them a public forum — | might be wrorg
might be some other way to hear from the publimadw they
exist, and this could be something that we mightble to do
in the territory. It is an idea about having sorog sf account-
ability to the public, explaining why the pricesidtuate, how
they fluctuate, who is responsible for what taxd #me admini-
stration of these types of issues. | will leavet thaestion for
the Premier.

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: | thank the member opposite for
the question. The answer, in terms of the taxedicgye to
heating fuel in the Yukon, is very easy becauds #ero. We
have no tax on heating fuel in the Yukon, so whatexist with
is a market situation in terms of what the markdbearing. Of
course, that says something that this governmeits &rongly:
that it is not a win situation to get into that ggrand there has
been a lot of historical record to back that up.

I would like to mention that we also do not chaaggy tax
on diesel that is used for power generation. I, fikave look

Workers’ Compensation Supplementary Benefits Total over at Northwest Territories, their diesel tax legspto electri-

Expenditures in the amount of $426,000 agreed to

On Revenues

Mr. Elias:
Premier and they are with regard to the lines RiklTax —
Diesel and Fuel Oil Tax — Other. A couple of quass: How
is the Yukon compared to the rest of the northarisgictions
and jurisdictions in maybe even Alaska, if he Hassé statis-
tics? And where is the gasoline tax representedisnbudget in
terms of taxation revenue income for the governfment

Hon. Mr. Pasloski:
comes to fuel tax, either on diesel or other, weehthe lowest
taxes in the country. | can give you a quick scamtieg first
with diesel. Cents per litre: Newfoundland, 16.5itseper litre
for diesel; P.E.l., 20.2 cents; New Brunswick, 1€edts; Nova
Scotia, 15.4 cents; Quebec, 18.2 cents; Ontarid@ ténts;
Manitoba, 11.5 cents; Saskatchewan, 15 cents; fap@rcents;
British Columbia, 21.39 cents; Northwest Territgrif.1 cents;
Nunavut, 9.1 cents; and Yukon, 7.2 cents.

For gasoline, cents per litre: Newfoundland, 16ents;
Prince Edward Island, 15.8 cents; New Brunswiclé I&nts;
Nova Scotia, 15.5 cents; Quebec, 17.2 cents; @ntdd.7
cents; Manitoba, 11.5 cents; Saskatchewan, 15;cklfisrta, 9
cents; British Columbia, 20.06 cents; Northwest rit@ies,
10.7 cents; Nunavut, 10.7 cents; and Yukon, 6.2scen

Mr. Elias:
question. I've been asked a couple of times nowdnyous
Yukoners throughout the years about the accouitiabiruc-
ture, or the lack thereof, with regard to what sqmeple con-
sider the fluctuations of home heating fuel andolias, espe-
cially, in our territory. What they ask me to able tminister is,
in terms of accountability to the public, if thenas — | be-
lieve that this happened in Alberta a couple ofryemo where
there was a public forum and petroleum producessrofeum
reps and federal and provincial representativesecémmthe

What | can say is that when it

| appreciate the Premier's answer to my

cal generation as well. We do not put tax on diésepower
generation. I'd also mention that there is no taypmpane, for

| have a couple of questions here for theany use. There also isn't a territorial tax on rog.

Mr. Elias: | thank the Premier for his answers, and it's
just the concept of public accountability I'm tailgiabout here,
where you provide the opportunity for John and J&ue
Yukon citizens to actually sit down and hear frongustry
representatives, government representatives antieaplayers
who have a role in the cost when someone goestpump or
receives any type of petroleum product. | know dis theen
done in other jurisdictions, and it might be a godea to do
here, just to explain to the general citizen awly prices are
the way they are, why they fluctuate, and it mighieviate
some of the public concern out there.

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: You know, that is a difficult ques-
tion because | think we could apply the same thingread or
basically anything else.

I do know that once in awhile, I'll see a stickerthe
pumps that says “Here’s the breakdown of what ygasoline
price is, what percentage goes to refinement, ntiacké —
whatever they are. | think that certainly the oppoity for
education is a good one. | think that is certastynething in
which it would be difficult for this government totervene.

Revenues cleared

On Government Transfers

Government Transfers cleared

On Changes in Tangible Capital Assets and Amoitinat

Changes in Tangible Capital Assets and Amortization

cleared
Department of Finance agreed to

Chair: Thank you everyone. We're through the De-
partment of Finance.
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We will be moving on to Executive Council Officen the
meantime, Committee of the Whole will recess foniifutes.

Recess

Chair:
der.

Committee of the Whole will now come to or-

Executive Council Office

Chair: We are into Vote 2, Executive Council Office,
and opening general debate.

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: I'm pleased to introduce the
budget for the Executive Council Office for 2012-EXkecu-
tive Council Office budget forecasts overall opemtand
maintenance spending of $23,572,000 and capitaidspg of
$114,000, which amounts to, | believe, less thgre®ent of
the government’s budget.

On the O&M side, this represents a modest 1.7-pelice
crease that covers personnel and operating costases to-
gether with changes in funding levels for a numiifetransfer
payment agreements under the administration ofdeyeart-
ment.

As this is my first opportunity to present a budfptthe
Executive Council Office, | would like to share Wwimembers
opposite some of the details of each of the progremas dis-
played in the main estimates. This will help previtde context
for a wide range of services this department prewith sup-
porting the public governance infrastructure withire gov-
ernment and managing our relationships with othavegn-
ments, either directly or through collaborative Wwearith other
departments.

The Executive Council Office is the central agemdgth
responsibility for supporting Cabinet governancd e effec-
tive functioning of government. It also providesmarate lead-
ership and services in a range of areas and wdokglg with
departments to support their work and ensure oveoakdina-
tion on broad issues and priorities. Areas for Wwhiwe Execu-
tive Council Office provides leadership include tiegotiation
and implementation of the First Nation final andlf-se
government agreements; First Nation relations arsl Ration
capacity development; internal audits; Yukon gowegnt re-
sponsibilities related to th¥ukon Environmental and Socio-
economic Assessment Artd the collection and publication of
statistical information.

aspects of the government’s priorities; providimyiee to the

Premier, ministers and government departments opocate

policy and management issues; and coordinatingtafée two-

way communication between the government and th#iqu
service.

Executive Council Office supports the developmend a
maintenance of effective relationships with othevernments,
primarily through the work of the three brancheand Claims
and Implementation Secretariat, Governance Liamsod Ca-
pacity Development, and Intergovernmental Relations

The Land Claims and Implementation Secretariateis r
sponsible for providing leadership, advising angpguting
departments in their work with First Nation relaso negotia-
tions and implementations. In this role, it's primmaesponsi-
bilities are these: to provide advice and analysethe minis-
ter, Cabinet and senior officials on the negotiationplemen-
tation and First Nation relation policies, stratsgand consul-
tation issues; lead negotiations in cooperation véffected
departments, including agreements about land cland/or
self-government and reconciliation; lead Yukon iempenta-
tion of the final and self-government agreementgipsrt de-
partments through provision of information, anaysadvice,
and, as required, direct participation and assistam First Na-
tion relations through interpreting agreements apglicable
law policy and mandates; work with departments ¢vetop
policy and mandates regarding new aspects of Nasions;
and work with the departments to coordinate intkynmagard-
ing First Nation relations, including design andivdey of pro-
grams to provide information, training and educatto em-
ployees.

The Governance Liaison and Capacity Development
branch serves as the primary liaison and advisawarking
with First Nations, Yukon government departments dne
Government of Canada on First Nations capacity l[dpweent
and governance initiatives. In addition, this bfamerks with
Canada and First Nation governments in supportiegvtukon
Forum and the intergovernmental forum.

The work of the Intergovernmental Relations braiscto
maintain effective relations with provincial, teadial, federal,
northern regional and international governmentsoiider to
advance the politic, social, cultural, economic adiron-
mental priorities of Yukon. In fulfilling this obgive, Inter-
governmental Relations, or IGR, coordinates thatighs with
other governments external to Yukon to ensure #reycarried

ECO provides non-partisan advice to the Premier andut in a consistent and effective manner by proxjditrategic

Cabinet in order to facilitate Cabinet decision-imgkin the
best interests of Yukon and the Yukon public. Thpudy min-
ister, in her role as the secretary to Cabinetesponsible for
managing the Cabinet process and ensuring the Ereanid
ministers receive high quality, comprehensive aglwigth re-
spect to decisions before Cabinet.

The deputy minister, in addition to being the semwn-
ager of the department, has a key role in provididgice and
guidance to the Premier, ministers and governmemad-
ments. This responsibility includes working withetfPremier
and ministers to communicate and support implentientaf
government priorities; coordinating the policy andnagement

advice and support to facilitate the Premier’s ipgration in
First Ministers meetings, meetings of the Counéithee Fed-
eration and other intergovernmental forums; adgisassisting
and consulting with departments on a wide rangmtafrgov-
ernmental meetings, agreements and activities; wgrkvith
and for government departments in promoting anceating
for Yukon’s key interests in Ottawa; and representfukon at
key policy and other forums related to intergoveental issues
and opportunities.

The Office of Protocol organizes and coordinatgdodi
matic visits, state ceremonies and official honours
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A common theme throughout my previous comments igrams and services, involving youth and develogiregrams

the leadership and advisory role played by the Hxee Coun-
cil Office within the organization. This role extinto several
other branches about which | would like to provedene brief
information.

directed toward them and providing opportunities youth to
contribute to their communities.

The Youth Directorate provides support for youthder-
ship initiatives across the territory through a memof year-

The Development Assessment branch is the lead ygencound funding programs.

with Yukon government for administering tivaikon Environ-
mental and Socio-economic AssessmentokctESAA. In this

role, the branch provides corporate leadershipaasistance to
departments with respect to the assessment ofcemuental

and socio-economic effects; assists governmentrtiepats in

fulfilling their roles under YESAA; represents tielkon gov-

ernment as a decision body on major projects; desvipolicy
guidance for YESAA implementation issues; and adsthe
government’s principal contact for assessors frbm Yukon

Environmental and Socio-economic Assessment Baatelt-

ested parties, and other governments.

Government Audit Services carries out audits amdiges
advisory services to assist departments in impmtire effi-
ciency, effectiveness, economy and accountabilftyy okon
government programs.

In fulfilling its responsibilities, the branch prioles ser-
vices in accordance with the annual audit planbéisteed by
the audit committee and examines the adequacy tefnial
financial and management controls throughout theegonent.
Government Audit Services shares information aratdioates
its activities with the Office of the Auditor Gemérto ensure
proper audit coverage and minimize duplicationfédres.

The Yukon Bureau of Statistics is the governmenmttree
for reliable information, research and statistisalvices in
support of decision-making by the Yukon governmenther
clients and the public. The bureau’s primary resulities
include making readily available timely, demographéco-
nomic and social statistical information; publighimajor re-
ports on Yukon-specific information in areas of jiwinterest,
such as the economy, health, population and toyrsamtain-
ing an up-to-date resource centre as a Statisticsada focal
point; providing access to national and internatlostatistical
information; assisting members of the public, piévaector
researchers and businesses in locating, understaadd using
statistical information and providing professionesearch ser-
vices to support departmental policy initiativesd gorogram
evaluation.

The public website hosts a wide variety of inforiomat
about different aspects of Yukon society and ecaoondica-
tors. Regular reports are generated, some throughsource
research and others through the analysis condbgt&datistics
Canada.

| would like to speak briefly about the work of tvether
program areas that touch the lives of many Yukobara daily
basis through the programs offered.

The main objectives of the Youth Directorate arepto-
vide youth with supports to become involved in afceco-
nomic and cultural activities; support organizasioserving
youth; and provide advice to decision-makers rdlate the
appropriate programming for youth. Supporting yoisthprin-
cipally accomplished by increasing awareness oifaba pro-

The Water Board Secretariat provides professiomal
administrative support to the Yukon Water Board, iade-
pendent administrative tribunal established undherWaters
Act Yukon Water Board is responsible for issuingices for
the use of water and/or the deposit of waste irdtew To meet
these responsibilities, the Water Board Secretassists appli-
cants and intervenors with their participation e tboard’s
public process, provides the board with licensiegommenda-
tions and professional expertise on policy, procaldand tech-
nical issues, translates the board’s decisions émiorceable
licences and comprehensive reasons for decisiors,main-
tains a public register of water licences, appiaret and re-
lated information.

Three other service groups in Executive Counciligeff
also play a corporate support role within the orgmtion. All
these activities are listed in the budget undemttogram enti-
tled “Corporate Services.”

The Policy and Planning branch facilitates the Gabde-
cision-making process by providing advice, analyses other
services to Cabinet and its committees. It plagsraorate role
in developing and coordinating policy and suppagrtatrategic
planning and other initiatives of the interdepanttaé nature.
The Communications branch has both a departmentatar-
porate leadership role in meeting government conication
needs. Its primary responsibilities are as follotgs:provide
government-wide communication services, includingdia
analysis and review and distribution of Yukon gaoweent
news releases; to support the Cabinet decisionaggkiocess
by working with departments and through the comroations
review committee to ensure effective communicatsrate-
gies; to carry out the Commissioner’'s and the EtteelCoun-
cil Office’s communication activities and suppadnetCabinet
communications advisor in meeting the communicatierds
of the Premier and Cabinet office; to develop, laad/or co-
ordinate multi-departmental communication initiavto pro-
mote Cabinet goals and major governmental initésj\to pro-
vide advice and guidance for departments to ensffextive
government communications, media relations, putmicsulta-
tion and advertising; and to manage Yukon governineveb
presence to improve and enhance the informatioilaéie to
users of the site and to provide guidance on sooglia initia-
tives.

The office of the science advisor provides the Yukov-
ernment on scientific matters by providing stratedirection
and policy advice on corporate science intereste office
promotes and supports science-based decision-maldrgss
government and raises awareness of science inégatand
findings that support and advance Yukon governnpeiari-
ties.

The office works to build scientific capacity aritetacy
within the Yukon government and Yukon. The scieadeisor

a
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represents Yukon government'’s interest in intergovesntal
science forums and coordinates and identifies dppities to
assess, apply or develop scientific knowledge.

The primary focus is on building strong partnershimd
ensuring that the Yukon government helps develapiaple-
ment scientific solutions that improve Yukonersatjty of life.

Last, but certainly not least, like other departtagthe op-
erations of the Executive Council Office are supgadrby a
team of human resource professionals and a finandead-
ministration group. The Human Resources unit presitbad-
ership and support services to the Executive Coubffice
employees and supervisors for a broad range of hurea
source management functions. It also provides adsia sup-
port to the Cabinet offices and the Women’s Direati® on
human resources matters.

The Finance and Administration team is responsibte
managing the internal financial activities for tHepartment
and coordinating administrative systems and infeionaman-
agement support services to meet department opesatie-
quirements. The branch provides budgetary finanaied ad-
ministrative services to the department and toGhabinet of-
fices and supports management in the delivery padmental
programs.

With that introduction about the range of servipesvided
by the public servants in the Executive Councili€ff | would
like to now provide some comments about the supmprt
budget requests for this department. As membergawaeze, a
large part of the Executive Council Office budgetcorporate
funding allocated to other departments, other govents and
organizations throughout the year through tranpBeyments.
For example, the Executive Council Office is respble for
the allocation of Yukon government’s land claimpiementa-
tion funding and YESAA funding. In addition, the &butive
Council Office is accountable for funding providedder the
northern strategy trust to First Nations where taey the lead
on projects approved by the Yukon Forum.

The total amount of money provided through thisetyf
transfer totals $7,595,000, or 32.4 percent ofdepartment’s
O&M budget. In addition, almost $3.5 million hasebere-
quested to support the Office of the Commissiother,Cabinet
offices and the operations of the Yukon Water Bodrhis
represents 14.7 percent of the O&M request fodg@artment.

Let me now focus on the programs of the Executigarc
cil Office itself, beginning with the Youth Direatate. This
directorate will be providing over $1.1 million fanding. The
program is directed at youth-serving organizatitmslevelop
youth leadership skills and provide program dejiveupport
around the Yukon. This represents another almustgdercent
of the total O&M budget. This budget request inelsid
$660,000 in direct funding to non-governmental aigations
serving youth, including Bringing Youth Towards Edjty, or
BYTE, the Boys and Girls Club of Whitehorse and ¥wuth
of Today Society.

In addition, the francophone youth organization| wé-
ceive a contribution of $25,000 to support thethdties focus-
ing on youth in an active francophone communityoj&uts
supporting youth at the grassroots level will bedengossible

through $102,000, which has again been allocatebetoyouth
investment fund. This fund has two intakes a yearldrger
projects, as well as opportunities to apply thraughthe year
for small amounts of funding. We anticipate thas torogram
will be fully subscribed as it has been in pastrgea

Community organizations or other governments wa r
ceive a combined total of $320,000 to work with tyoand
deliver activities on a year-round basis in Yuk@menunities.
In the past year, the Youth Directorate asked conityor-
ganizations how we could improve the delivery ofsthro-
gram. In response, the Youth Directorate has mexdlithis
funding program, now called the youth leadershifivdies
program. It now offers year-round funding commuestican
direct during times of the year when youth prograngmis
most needed. This brings with it a reduced admtise over-
head and greater flexibility. In addition, two sht@rm posi-
tions have been combined into a single youth progadvisor
position to provide year-round contact —

Chair: Order please.

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: — and support. Okay, this is my
last sentence.

Ms. Hanson: I'd like to thank the officials from the
Executive Council Office for the briefing they pided to the
Official Opposition prior to budget debate, whid@presented, |
think, not all, but a number of the elements thakenup ECO.
It was helpful for us and gave us some backgroaadhe Pre-
mier has just outlined in some detail — and somtilde as
well, on some aspects of the proposed initiatieegHe current
year budget.

I don’t intend to go into any lengthy opening reksar do
have some questions in each of the areas of theukxe
Council Office because | think this is, as | thitile Premier
was alluding to, really the nexus of the intergoweental rela-
tionship, whether that's the relationship we aflenalrking to
make effective — the new and evolving relationskjth
Yukon First Nations, or indeed, the circumpolaati@inship —
the federal-provincial-territorial relationship. &l comes to-
gether in this hub, which is the Executive Coufiice.

I'm just sort of going through in the order of hole book
is laid out for us. | just wanted to ask the Migisbf Finance
with respect to the Land Claims and Implementatiacre-
tariat, which is a component of the Executive Cdau@dfice,
which the Minister of Finance is responsible for the Pre-
mier. Let's call him the Premier today. The Premigho is
responsible for the Executive Council Office — dittllike to
talk about the Land Claims and Implementation Sade, an
element of that. My colleague from Vuntut Gwitchust threw
me off there for a second.

The Land Claims and Implementation Secretariateis
sponsible, as part of the obligations | see outlias the im-
plementation of settlement or final agreements -terasting
language we're using these days — with Yukon Hitations.
One of those aspects — and it’s noted in the oeanthat was
provided to the members — is funding with respedand use
planning.

We have the north Peel done, and we've begun —ewe'’r
sort of in debate about the Peel, and we have Wwedun on

-
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the Dawson planning commission. I'd ask the mimisteout
what it says here, that the Teslin planning comimissvill be
funded this fiscal year. I'd like confirmation th#ie Teslin
planning commission has been created or whenglitie for
that will be. We have, | believe, eight land usangl to be
completed. If the minister, the Premier, could ioetlfor the
House what he foresees as the timeline for conmgjell land
use plans pursuant to the First Nation final ages@s) given
that some of these are outstanding. Teslin’s ageaemame
into effect in 1995, so it would just be helpful tave a sense
of what the planning horizon for this governmentwigh re-
spect to land use planning.

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: If the question is when will all
eight plans be finished, | can as much answerahet | guess,
as | could on when will we reach the $41 million rmyalties
from the mining industry. It's too difficult to bable to say, but
what | can say is that since inception in 1993, levhil three
parties have been in government since that timba# only
been the Yukon Party that has accomplished a laacblan —
the north Yukon plan. We are in the final stageslieg into
the final round of consultation on the Peel. We enavoved
forward already with the Klondike, and so that lisee with
five more remaining. We will be looking at how wewe for-
ward on those; however, | will not be able to comaiime as
to when it will be. | will also note that Energy,ifés and Re-
sources is actually the lead on the land use ptanrand that
Executive Council Office actually just provides tfiueding for
it.

Having answered that, | have about a page left grirm
troductory remarks and so | am just going to firtisdt.

We have two short-term positions that we have coetbi
in a single youth program advisor position to pdevia year-
round contact and support for community organizegimter-
facing with the Youth Directorate.

— and will flow to First Nations for their work omine differ-
ent projects. On the revenue side of the equationmncrease of
11.6 percent is forecast in recoveries from Can@tie relates
primarily to the expenditures associated with immating the
land claims agreements. As noted previously, tipgaebudget
for the Executive Council Office is $114,000. Thads in this
request will support the acquisition of computefrastructure
that has reached the end of its life cycle, an@dm=going sys-
tems maintenance for web-based public informatictesns in
the department. This year, we will see a requirgrfmnsome
minor maintenance and construction for several ©amgareas
and an allocation for moving expenses associatdatl thie
space planning exercise that has commenced.

With these comments, Madam Chair, that's the enchyf
introductory speech. | want to also at this poicitreowledge
and thank all the great work and the people whokworthe
Executive Council Office for their professionalisend the
support that they do indeed provide for this widege of pro-
grams supported through Executive Council Officd for the
entire corporation.

Ms. Hanson:
corporation.

With respect to the Land Claims and Implementaten
cretariat, the question | asked was included inbtidget high-
lights. | was asking the minister whether or nat Treslin land
use planning was going to commence in fiscal 203.2-1

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: There has been money forecasted.
The decision at this point has not been made.

Ms. Hanson: The minister also spoke to the responsi-
bilities — and it sets that out in the objectivexler the Land
Claims and Implementation Secretariat — but he ifipalty
referenced the negotiations of land claims andg@iernment
agreements. Well, since we know that the mandatdafud
claims and self-government negotiations elapsecoarpleted

| didn't realize government was now a

As mentioned in my opening overview comments, thdn 2003, could he detail what kinds of negotiatierghe sub-

budget for the Land Claims and Implementation Sade is a
significant part of the total O&M budget for the deutive
Council Office. It represents approximately 33 petc The
budget allocation is $7.68 million. The planned engiitures
confirm this government’'s commitment to working sty
with First Nations by funding key personnel andidibes
within the Yukon government to support implememtatof the
final land claims and self-government agreemenkss fund-
ing will total $2.556 million.

An additional $3.17 million will be provided to Bir Na-
tion boards, councils and planning commissions uppsrt
their important work as outlined in the agreemeiitse Gov-
ernance Liaison and Capacity Development budgdudes
$100,000 in funding for the participation of Yukéirst Na-
tions in activities directed by the Yukon Forum,vesll as the
funding required to advance the three northerntegyapro-
jects, for which the branch is in the lead. Therease in
budget results from a reduced cash-flow requirenfmnthese
northern strategy projects as they are nearing tioenpletion.

A total of $1,560,000 is allocated for projects amed
through the northern strategy. This funding allamatcovers
projects approved in all three intakes — 2006, 280d 2009

ject matter that the Land Claims and ImplementatBatre-
tariat is actually engaged in and what agreemeat® tbeen
reached?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: An example would be the YACA
agreements that exist for some of the First Natiensthe
Yukon asset construction agreements. To date thegbum-
pleted 18 YG capital projects: 15 of them are wKtwanlin
Dun and three are with Carcross-Tagish First Nafidre most
recently concluded YACA is for the Takhini Hot Spgs Road
upgrade/Whitehorse Airport water and sewer extengiojects
that were signed with KDFN on April 26, 2012.

Ms. Hanson: Is the government — is the Land Claims
and Implementation Secretariat negotiating progregrvice
transfer agreements on behalf of the Yukon goventtne

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: If any First Nations were at that
point, the answer would be yes; we would be aloiity the
appropriate department, but first there would hewée that
expression from the First Nation.

Ms. Hanson: Just to confirm — the minister is then
saying that there are no ongoing PSTA negotiatairthe cur-
rent time?
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Hon. Mr. Pasloski:
posite and confirm that.

Ms. Hanson: Another really important objective in
my mind is the implementation and negotiation ofdlialaims
and self-government agreements between governmdrfisst
Nations. | believe the intention was that we woblkl pro-
foundly changing the interrelationship between tFixgtion
governments and all levels of the federal and tteral gov-
ernments. One of the key elements is the ongoirmgnstand-
ing of both elected officials and public servant®at exactly
what the intentions of the agreements are and tilegt mean,
in terms of how the machinery of government, oueret
evolves to reflect the changed relationship. Soté that one of
the objectives is to provide ongoing support andcedto de-
partments to understand and interpret final anfdggelernment
agreements and to manage their relationships aedaations
with all Yukon First Nations.

I'd appreciate if the minister could outline foretf{ouse,
in concrete terms, examples of the kinds of suppuat are
provided. Are we talking about ongoing professiodatelop-
ment or departmental or government orientation seairfor
employees with respect to understanding these mgms? By
some observations, there can be perceived as bemgwhat
complex, but the reality is that they are incregliibhportant to
the effect of good governance of this territory. 18obe inter-
ested if he could outline both the substance ofwhek that’s
done in that context, how that's spread througlgowernment,
and the costs associated with that.

Hon. Mr. Pasloski:
is yes, we do provide an orientation for stafhihk it is called
“Land Claims 101.” It's a program that can be pdad to
staff. There is no cost associated with that pnogbacause it is
provided by existing staff. There’s also interptieta of law
agreements and | think looking at court cases. &healso that
opportunity out there as well, and then interestelblanegotia-
tions, for a total of approximately $30,000.

Ms. Hanson:
troductory remarks, the Executive Council Officeydes that
very necessary coalescence of sort of the governofethe
whole in terms of advising government and so mystjae
with respect to the land claims and self-governnagméements
is regarding the approval process for governmeitiafives

As the Premier outlined during his in-

I will get back to the member op- tions, then one would expect that any new legigathitia-

tives, any new policy initiatives or objectives gbvernment
would be presented to Management Board with atlesissays
this will accommodate, this will reflect this newality. It will
tell you as decision-makers that this is not gdimggnore the
fact that we have now concluded land claims and- sel
government agreements with 11 First Nations invthieon.

So I'm asking the Premier: Has the machinery ofegov
ment been adapted to reflect this new relationshi@ten
you’re making Management Board decisions, is tleitdpfac-
tored in? We tried to get it from the minister resgible for the
Yukon Liquor Corporation and the Minister of Justio terms
of how we can ensure that in the future, any lagjish being
brought forward, whether it's amendments — welhrésume
with new legislation, it would be drafted to refi¢ice new rela-
tionship. But if there are consequential amendméntsew
legislation or new amendments, there would be aatiencon-
sequential amendments to reflect the new relatipnslith
self-governing First Nations to reflect that wetedking about
settlement land, et cetera, et cetera.

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: First, as the member opposite and
the opposition know, in fact we had unanimous supfoo the
amendment to that act going forward. As was desdrlty the
minister responsible for the Yukon Liquor Corpavati discus-
sions, communication was done prior to moving fodvaith
this introduction with the Na Cho Nyak Dun in termfde-
scribing where we were at the time.

In fact, there was a willingness and an understanei

The short answer to the question what we had in this situation was a community arkirst Na-

tion who had a problem and there was a solutiotiab prob-
lem and everybody worked together to solve the sitleat had
arisen at that time.

As for policy initiatives — all policy initiativeshat occur
are reviewed by the LCIS. That happens all the .tWbat we
had in this situation was an opportunity to add@ssssue of
Na Cho Nyak Dun First Nation and the Village of Mayor
us to have retooled that act to be reflective efttodern ter-
minology would have encompassed a very large psoaes
terms of consultation and drafting. The bottom lisehat we
would not have solved the problem that the comnyurad.

They wanted it dealt with before we got to the sgrand
the summer season, so that they didn’t have to dihlthe

through Management Board. Is there a claims and selproblem of, for example, public drinking in GaleRark, which

government lens applied to any initiative that cerfeeward?

I'll give you a concrete example because | am ust fish-
ing; | am looking for an answer here. Recently, witge min-
ister responsible for the Yukon Liquor Corporatibrought
forward amendments to théquor Act it was noted that there
had been no consequential amendments made togibkat®n.
Therefore, we were dealing with legislation thasvdated and
being asked to approve amendments that still ircuthn-
guage referring to “bands” +adian Actbands. As we pointed
out in discussion in this Legislative Assembly, heve three

isn’t a part of the municipality. Of course we aoliedge
what the member opposite is describing. We alsot wamen-
sure that process doesn’t get in the way of enguhiat we're
delivering on the will and the requests of the pedp Yukon
when we can do it. So in this case we abided vhighrequests
of the community to move forward with those changed as
we have described in this House before, where wewa will
always make those changes going forward. We hawvey ma
pieces of legislation that need to be reviewedwadad made
commitments as a government in terms of what oiaripes

Indian Actbands here. We don’t have band lands; we have neere. We won an election on those priorities andvsowill

reserves. We have land reserved or set aside ffstr IRations

continue to move forward to ensure that we addiesse is-

or Indian Actbands. If there is a serious intent by governmensues as committed to by this government and alseenfar-

to reflect this new relationship with self-govergiffrirst Na-
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ward with other pieces of legislation and reallg@uoplish all
that we can through the mandate that is in frontsof

Ms. Hanson:
looking for a commitment by the government thatifatlegis-
lation — what we were saying here — Na Cho Nyéak Das
been self-governing since 1995. Their agreementseciato
effect February 14, 1995. That's a long time agal#years.
This understanding about band land — and it goek bmmy
guestion earlier in terms of the efforts made by ¥ukon
Party government to ensure that all public servants minis-
ters, who ultimately are responsible for the legish they
bring into this House, understand the new relatignkere. So
what I'm looking for was an undertaking that an ersanding
that this relationship is the basis for going forvand that any
legislative initiatives that deal with the relatgtnip or any mat-
ters that affect First Nations — if we're talkindpaut their
land, we're talking about settlement land. If wetaéking about
the government, we’re not talking about a band. ré/&lking
about a First Nations government. So simply putoih’'t need
to hear the “woulda, coulda, shoulda’s” from thetpa

I'd like to, if we could, move on to the audit siemes. | ap-
preciated the minister’'s brief outline of some bé tactivities
there. | too looked at the material that's avaitabh the web-
site. One of the things | noticed that was failgac, as he ar-
ticulated, it outlined the difference in the retaiships and the
responsibilities between the Auditor General arel glovern-
ment’s Audit Services branch.

| understand that there are a number of auditsddiatbe
completed by the government’s Audit Services —aitild be
the compliance audit and operational audits, firnaudits
and the IT-type of performance audits. My undemitag is
that there are audit plans developed. So my fuststjons will
be: What is the current audit plan for this fisgakr? Which
departments or agencies of the government will bdited?
What kind of audit will be performed?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski:
implied comment that the Leader of the Official ©pjtion
made that we are not respectful or acknowledgieg #ality of
Yukon today with self-government agreements, withdern
treaties. Quite honestly, | take offence to thatdose | think
that we work very hard ensuring that we build tied@tionship.
A very good example of that was evidenced justnadays ago
with the completion of the Yukon Forum that hadméppened
in almost three years, where we had the Grand GCifig¢he
Council of Yukon First Nations and 12 out of 14gFiNations
represented at the forum with a very healthy diaédognd
commitment to move forward on many different issuesvas
really an example of how we are working togethdre Exam-
ple that the member opposite brought up first abthe

amendment to theiquor Act— that was at the request of the

Town of Mayo and the Na Cho Nyak Dun.

We were more than willing to ensure that we cowadhply
with their request in a timely manner. We will conie to work
with Yukon First Nations and, where we have comrraer-
ests, we will do so through the Yukon Forum. Whibere are
interests of Yukon in the greater context, we wilhrk to-
gether, going to Canada through an intergovernrhéotam.

I was not looking for excuses. | was

Where there are opportunities to deal with comnyubétsed
issues, this government will work with First Natsobilaterally.
In terms of bilateral agreements, we have workiogether.
We've had many projects where we've supported Negtons
— through northern strategies, we second someeif skaff to
work within our departments to help build their aajpy. The
list goes on and on. | think it's worth repeatingdd’m disap-
pointed that the Leader of the Official Oppositiwould try to
imply anything other than the professional relastip — not
just by the government but by the entire corporatidithough
the Leader of the NDP hasn’t heard of that terfa,dhe that
has been commonly used within government for awhile

In terms of the audit plan going forward, thera istaffing
audit. The completion of the field work for the #&uaf staffing
is targeted for May 2012. There will be an inforimattech-
nology governance and system-risk profile. The gubjhas
involved interviews with information technology,,Ifpersonnel
and departments and Crown corporations across igongtt on
the governance of the IT function in their orgati@as and on
systems that are deemed to be significant or hddh r

Of course, there will be th&nvironment Act Section
39(2) of theEnvironment Acstates: “The performance of the
Government of the Yukon in meeting its respongib#i under
this Act shall be subject to an audit with respiectits effi-
ciency and fairness.” It has established a timen&af com-
pleting this audit every three years.

Ms. Hanson:
place — perhaps it was in the briefing — that tleenpleted
audits are posted within three months of the auiglist want to
have the minister confirm that. Currently, | hawrid two
audits on the website and | want to confirm if therere any
others completed during the past fiscal year.

We have the report on the audit of emergency medéera
vices, August 18, 2011, and phase 2 follow-up anabdit of
contracts approved by audit committee December20d,1.

I guess | need to comment on the Were those the two audits that were completed ## fiscal

year?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: In addition to the ones listed by
the member opposite, phase 2 follow-up on pharneasad
extended health benefits program and phase 2 fallovon
report on Lotteries Yukon. Phase 2 reports aredisin the
website under the original report.

Ms. Hanson: With respect to the area of Executive
Council Office’s Intergovernmental Relations, whialas, as
the minister outlined — we talked a little bit albdhis impor-
tant role at the federal, provincial, territoriadternational gov-
ernments and there has been some discussion dm®un-t
creased activity in the northwest passage, pasilyuteturning
to the notion of oil drilling in the Beaufort.

So, | would be interested if the minister couldlinet for
this Legislative Assembly what role he is playimgterms of
advocating for Yukon around drilling and with resfte an
update on the dispute between Canada and the WShjsaan
intergovernmental affairs issue. On the subjechwispect to
— this is between Canada and Yukon on the subjectyal-
ties, should oil drilling take place in Yukon watén the Arc-
tic.

| believe it's on the website or some-
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Hon. Mr. Pasloski:
and priority actions for Yukon'’s interests in thedifort. I'd
also say that the Department of Energy, Mines aesoBrces
has a representative as well who is involved. Noevdtrategic
objectives and priority actions are to renew theres to com-
mence offshore negotiations toward finalizing arsta off-
shore management regime and revenue-sharing amange
with the federal government. This objective is hégged by
the significant oil and gas industry interest tnawed explora-
tion in the Beaufort Sea.

The growing interest of the private sector and othev-
ernments in the Beaufort requires Yukon to strommbtect its
interests. Concluding such an agreement would enéukon’s
role in offshore oil and gas management is appat@rand
clearly defined and that major economic benefitsili@ccrue
to Yukon through an equitable share of royaltied evenues,
as well as employment, training and business oppities for
Yukoners.

Secondly, it is to monitor and participate whersgible in
Beaufort boundary discussion and negations betvzamada
and the United States. The result of any bordersaajent will
have implications for offshore oil and gas royaltend reve-
nues for Yukon and potential benefits in employmeamd busi-
ness for Yukoners. Yukon has strong economic istdrethe
result of any agreement and needs to be involvetidgnproc-
ess. | can say that we communicate with the Depmantrof
Foreign Affairs and we restate our position and desire re-
garding the boundary negotiations, and, of cousse,active
involvement. We closely monitor the information{gating
and sharing between the United States and Canaufdtitde
regular bilateral briefings and discussions witm&aa. | can
tell members also that | actually know that thi®isthe radar
— the border dispute on the 4l an issue that the Prime
Minister of Canada is aware of and has actuall\kepm®f this
to me on subsequent different occasions.

The third strategic objective is to protect Yukoimgerests
in the Beaufort through strategic involvement irargd man-
agement forms and also to explore options for thesbpment
of infrastructure in the Beaufort region to ensytkon is posi-
tioned to manage the environmental implicationsnofeased
developmental activity in the region, to fill infoation and
communication gaps and encourage effective dialogiik
northerners and other governments.

Ms. Hanson:
we would like to be involved if there were negatas, or is he
saying that there are active negotiations andy,iteuld he tell
us the timeline for that?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: I will defer the details of that to
the Minister of Energy, Mines and Resources whey tome
up, because it is that department who is the |eatthat.

As for timelines, again, | wish | had that crystzll.
We've had a few of those questions, but unfortugdten not
sure where it is in terms of completion of thosgotmtions,
but certainly the interests of the Beaufort fronthban envi-
ronmental and from an economic perspective are weppor-
tant issues for this government.

We do have strategic objectives

Ms. Hanson: Just to be clear, | want to confirm if
there are active negotiations or if it's a futub®ught. | just
was looking for that. It would be lovely to knowethithere was
a timeline if there was, but the question is: Aheré active
negotiations?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: I think | answered it by saying
that | am going to defer this to Energy, Mines &wbkources
because that is the department that has beendti®fethat.

Ms. Hanson: Well, the Intergovernmental Relations
objectives are: “To coordinate and lead the Govemnof
Yukon’s intergovernmental ...” so | assumed the ntéris
would be able to answer that question.

Perhaps we could move to the Governance Liaison and
Capacity Development. So the Governance LiaisonGaghc-
ity Development branch, as | understand it, doey p+ and
this is a good example from the Official Oppositoperspec-
tive of an investment by government, in terms okimg that
relationship between First Nations and the Govemtned
Yukon, in particular, come to life. You know, where read
about “To lead and coordinate the implementatiom abrpo-
rate First Nation capacity strategy ...”, we do appléhe gov-
ernment for that area and for that investment.

What | am interested in is if the minister coul@ésak to the
examples of what activities are done to fulfill $eoobjectives
and what kind of evaluation is undertaken to ensoat those
objectives are, in fact, being achieved, becauseevtalking
about developing a capacity strategy. So what taacity
strategy? How do you know if you have achieved\tyat kind
of ongoing evaluation is carried out under the guid this
Governance Liaison and Capacity Development branch?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: One example is the First Nation
Governance and Capacity Development ConferenceceSin
2008, the Governance Liaison and Capacity Developme
branch and Aboriginal Affairs and Northern Develah
Canada, with the Council of Yukon First Nationsnjag in
2010, have co-hosted this annual conference. Tdnigecence
provides an opportunity for the broader sharingg@fernance
and capacity development tools, highlighting Yukgovern-
ment and Yukon First Nation projects, First Natijmmogram
developments, and sharing of information and les$earned.

This conference provides an opportunity for thealey
sharing of governance and capacity developments.tobhe
primary audience for this conference includes FNsttion

Just to clarify, is the minister saying that chiefs, council members, executive directors, alt agsenior

officials from First Nations, the Yukon and fedegdvern-
ments who are responsible for governance, admatisty, ca-
pacity development, policy, communications, ecormdavel-
opment and training.

The conference costs include contracts for venaefec-
ence planning, hospitality, speakers and theirettadvcan say
on this that | actually had the opportunity and fhilege to
speak at this conference not that long ago. | gohance to
chat with some of the guest speakers who came irery-dy-
namic people who are doing some incredible thinggims of
economic development, including the Chief of Os@yddarst
Nation in Westbank in the Kelowna area, who hasloeng
some very innovative things.
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| could also speak to some of the projects thatarently
underway. In 2007, the Governance Liaison and GppBe-
velopment branch and the Champagne and Aishihist Na-
tions received $1.05 million from the northern &gy trust to
support the development and delivery of 10 acckssibiver-
sity-transferable and culturally relevant Yukon I€ge govern-
ance and public administration courses.

Program goals were to provide relevant professiateal
velopment opportunities for executive and senionaggment
staff, to enhance the management and operatiomeortiiern
governments, to offer the full accredited certifecprogram to
First Nation employees in the short term and a#rested indi-
viduals in the long term. Program qualities are this a made-
in-the-Yukon approach incorporating local knowledgel ex-
perience and recognizes the unique Yukon governéarm:
scape, including shared jurisdictional authorityd atepacity
and ability of both orders of government to impletand ad-
minister a variety of agreements, programs andaties.
Course delivery is condensed to suit the needsexflgive and
senior management students. In 2009, Yukon anéFitise Na-
tion of Na Cho Nyak Dun received $300,000 from herh
strategy trust fund to develop administrative, aigational
and operational policies and procedure manuals pittject is
built upon best practices in First Nation goverramnd ad-
ministration and is intended to be distributed ltorakon First
Nations. To date, this has resulted in the deve@yrand pro-
duction of five governance organizational manuald ¢ree
strategic operational guidebooks.

The final outstanding phase of this project inchide
broader sharing of lessons learned with all Firstidws. In
2007, Carcross-Tagish First Nation and Vuntut Gaitd=irst
Nation received $950,000 to develop and share dgppuo-
jects on lands and natural resources managementaBoross-
Tagish First Nation received $142,000 from the Imem strat-
egy trust fund to develop and implement administeasys-
tems and workflow systems to facilitate operatioh€arcross-
Tagish First Nations heritage and natural resouesart-
ments. Vuntut Gwitchin received $130,000 to devedog dis-
tribute a procedures and protocol manual for theiural re-
sources and heritage management department. Thigsainaas
shared with all Yukon First Nations, Yukon govermnele-
partments and the Government of Canada.

Since 2009, Kwanlin Dun has received $172,000 ftoen
northern strategy trust to develop a generic fraotkwor a
Yukon First Nations settlement land managements Tihi
cludes the following: analyzing the legislation gmalicies of
First Nations who have developed and implemented tand
management systems and building on lessons |leaamedlyz-
ing the data system requirements for land and resoman-
agement; compiling existing data for all KDFN commity
land selections, including interpretations of phrcepacity;
assembling data sets, including GIS files; comgilan photo
inventory of KDFN land parcels; and creating a jxtke eco-
system map, ecosystem plot descriptions, classita and
modelling.

This framework was shared with all Yukon First ea8,
Yukon government departments, and the Governmetaof

ada. If the member opposite wants any informatiboué the
Yukon College initiative, we can certainly get gpgdo her if
she wants it.

Ms. Hanson: The only question | would have for the
minister responsible for the Executive Council ©dfiis with
respect to the executive development program, lsecdie
mentioned that it was launched in 2007 with a comant of
$1.05 million for 10 courses. My question to hinthat that is
five years — we’re into the fifth, | guess. Wheiobk at the
actual and forecast expenditures, it's a bit up dogn. Was
this intended to be something that was a 10-yetatine or a
five-year initiative? So where are we at with redp® the
completion of the 10 courses and the remainingadsl

Will that $1.05 million be exhausted this year dren? I'll
ask him that.

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: There are three phases to that pro-
ject. Phase 1 of the certificate included curriouldevelop-
ment and program delivery to Champagne and Aishiikt
Nations employees. Approximately 30 percent of @Gteam-
pagne and Aishihik First Nations staff have paptted in the
program to date. In 2010, phase 2 opened the progpain-
clude all Yukon First Nations. In the fall of 20ldhase 3 ex-
panded to include Yukon government aboriginal eygéds
through the Aboriginal Employees Forum. This pregdngo-
ing professional development opportunities in suppof
Yukon’s representative public service plan obligas within
the agreements. There has been a great repreeerfraiin 10
First Nations as well as CYFN. Course credits eaadferable
to a number of post-secondary institutions, inaigdSimon
Fraser, University of British Columbia, Universit§ Victoria
and University of Alberta. Project phases contimith further
curriculum development and delivery into 2014. kkiely,
the program will be available to all governmentsl &me gen-
eral public.

In terms of the dollars, | can tell the member: 208,
$83,000; 2008-09, $162,000; 2009-10, $185,000; 2010
$160,000; 2011-12, $237,000. The forecast for 2D32is
$146,000 and the forecast for 2013-14 is $176,000.

Ms. Hanson: | would just ask the minister if he could
clarify where that is then on the — those numbenstccorre-
spond to anything I'm looking at on page 5-22. | jst curi-
ous and then we’ll move on to something else. Theexecu-
tive development program 107, 191, 135 and | dee& any of
those corresponding to any of that. Maybe thera@llap that
I'm not aware of, or that isn’t displayed in thedget docu-
ments.

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: It is a bit confusing in that the to-
tal funding occurs in two different spots for nath strategies.
I think the member opposite said she was on pazZ@ F-here's
$107,000 there and there’'s an additional $40,0@0sthust in
the other vote of $180,000 — $40,000 is includedQther”.
Under Governance Liaison and Capacity Developmbate is
a line on page 5-13. Page 5-13 has Other of $180%M,000
of that plus the $107,000 that you see on page §h&ss you
— as we had mentioned before through this, thitederal
money. It's transfer payments from Ottawa.

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)
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Chair: Order please. | thought you were done.

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: I'd just like to add that this is
money that is transferred out for the work to bevpgted —
just so we are clear on that.

Ms. Hanson: No, | understood the minister’s com-
ments with respect to the delivery and the modelaiivery.
My comment had simply been that | think for futwederence
it might be helpful for display purposes if we cddee where
the funding for projects is so that we can actuaipke an as-
sessment because that is part of what we are ttgidp here,
to determine what we are being asked to look abetmalf of
everybody.

The next area would be helpful, if we could justdo on it
briefly, because | realize that time flies when yane having
fun. We are on the Development Assessment branch.

| noticed that when | go to the website for the Elep-
ment Assessment branch that it has a statememst tietr— we
all recall this one; we had to be there. There wdi/e-year
review, dated 2007, and the website currently ssy®f this
afternoon that it's scheduled to be completed by [2@08. So
| did look sort of through the website, becauseakweurious,
because | quite frankly hadn't paid much attentmnhe five-
year review since | left that area. But if the rater could up-
date this House on the status of the five-yearerg\and when
we might see it, if it's completed — when we miglete it re-
flected in the departmental website.

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: The Yukon government believes
that the five-year review on th¥ukon Environmental and
Socio-economic Assessment, MESAA, has been a very pro-
ductive process with tangible outcomes. Officialshe three
parties, which are Yukon government, CYFN and Canpad
have reached agreement on a vast majority of thee@ém-
mendations put forward in the draft review rep@tie review
has led to positive administrative and operatiatanges for
the benefits of the overall process.

The parties have also identified mechanisms forkimgr
together toward other future improvements to theessment
process. | think that's what you were asking — wehee were
on it.

There are still some outstanding issues — very fHvere
has also been the commitment to create a YESAAridbe
able to look at things going forward, to contineehtave that
dialogue to see how we can continue to improveptbeess.

Ms. Hanson: It's ironic. The review has taken longer
than the act was in effect before it began theergyiso we
have a five-year review of an act that wasn't eieplace for
five years before it began. I'm curious — so we 'toeally
have an agreement or a review. The objectivesnkthiere to
come with — all parties were going to make whateeeom-
mendations to whatever changes to process and ldwmpe
not necessarily to the legislation. After all, @ok, what, 10
years to get that legislation in effect.

So we have a list of outstanding issues and themitm
ment to a YESAA forum. Could the minister just eaiplwho
is the YESAA forum? What mandate does it have? Rrdrere
does it derive that mandate?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: The forum would include all
three: CYFN, Canada and the Yukon government. $efi
cials are developing the terms of reference foESXA forum
which would include an annual analysis and repgron YE-
SAA.

Ms. Hanson: My final question, | hope, on this: When
are the terms of reference targeted to be completwtien
would the first annual forum be held?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: My understanding is that this
YESAA forum will occur sometime soon actually. Ttiscus-
sion and the forecast was to have it for late gpon early
summer. | believe that the first one will occurtive near fu-
ture. | don’t have the exact date though.

Ms. Hanson: | promise this is the final question on
this.

Are the terms of reference available and can thasteir
make them available to the Official Opposition,gde?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: I think | just said that senior offi-
cials are developing the terms of reference forftinem. If we
are going to have a forum soon, | would assume tinage
terms of reference will be available, so | will inge into them.

Ms. Hanson: | have some questions with respect to
the Yukon Water Board. Again, under the Water Boaedre-
tariat, which is housed in Executive Council Offiae review-
ing the mandate of the Water Board, | noticed seation 8 of
the regulations lists a whole series of water egs f

That begged the question for me, since we're tglkibout
a budget: How much does the Government of Yukorivec
with respect to water use fees? Or what is themawdor water
use fees derived from section 8 of the regulatmmthieWaters
Act?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski:
for 2012-13 is $25,000.

Ms. Hanson: Is there any differentiation? The water
fees that | saw there were 100 cubic metres, gbese any
change for large-scale industrial use of water waader use
fees?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: | don’t have that information. We
can get that information for the member opposite.

Ms. Hanson: | appreciate the minister’s undertaking
to provide that information with respect to indiadtruse of
water and any charges that might flow from thai¢siit’s wa-
ter.

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

Ms. Hanson: Yes, well, | know the Minister of Envi-
ronment appreciates a little humour once and awhile

The Water Board is really, to many people’s relat,in-
dependent quasi-judicial council. There has beemessugges-
tion in some quarters — I'm curious as to whetther minister
has thought about whether or not, from a Governnant
Yukon perspective, the Water Board should be resalto
conduct inspections, monitoring and ensure licerazesbeing
respected? Has there been any thought by this iganeatt to
go that route, since it is the only independent sortl of quasi-
judicial board of that nature?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: | think we’ve sort of had this dis-
cussion already and the fact that inspectors uttdeDepart-

Under revenues, the projection
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ment of Environment and inspectors under the Depart of
Energy, Mines and Resources do perform this tabkyTper-
form this task as obligated under the legislatind toe regula-
tions. They do that with the utmost professionaliand we
certainly have all the confidence in their abilityfulfill their

obligations.

Ms. Hanson: | can't find the section here, but | under-
stand and realize that the Bureau of Statisticenis of the
components of the Executive Council Office. My digs for
the minister sort of relates to the many hats harsvas the
minister responsible for Executive Council Office well as
the Minister of Finance. When we look at the stasswith
respect to population in the Yukon, my questiontf@ minis-
ter is this: Which is definitive, the Bureau of t&ttcs popula-
tion data or the health insurance plan data witspeet to
population?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: | believe that both of those are
forecasts. Really, the only true one is the cemsub with the
census, as well, as we've discussed in this Hdbeee is a bit
of ambiguity as a result of the challenges we hafvitving in
this very vast geographical space with a very kahipopula-
tion.

Certainly, if the member opposite is interestedimaing
out how the Bureau of Statistics moves forward haa they
come up with their numbers, the member is certavdjcome
to see what their methodology is.

Ms. Hanson:
cost issue with the territorial government. | woalgbreciate if
the minister opposite could tell me if the BureduStatistics
numbers are the numbers used for the territorighéita fi-
nancing agreement, or is it the health insuranae pumbers,
or some other?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski:
calculation of TFF.

Ms. Hanson:
confusion — | will come back to it with the Ministef Health
and Social Services because when | look at thedBuoé Sta-
tistics numbers, and then | look at what we’re pgyfior under
the health insurance plan, in terms of people wkaaacessing
our programming, there is a significant differenemd that
costs us every day. | will come back to that beeaus hear
this data being used to talk about the growth @ territorial
government.

It helps with planning for all sorts of differergasons. So
it’s important to be able to have a clear undeditam of how
many of us there are.

The Bureau of Statistics does do an amazing amofint
work and the data they provide on so many frordgs| men-
tioned, is invaluable for those from the privateteg for gov-
ernment policy people, and for NGOs to do planniBgt a
year or so ago, it was noted that the Bureau ofisBts
dropped from its labour force survey the issuehefiumber of
minimum wage workers. So this is similar to whatreeseeing
in Statistics Canada. We saw yesterday that 650stta Can-
ada people were let go from their jobs. We've saeer the last
couple of years at the federal level the changifigdata-
gathering and the capacity to gather data. Onkeothallenges

| raise this matter because | think it is a

Well, Madam Chair, the reason there is

we face is if we don't have the numbers, we carst prove or
disprove claims. And, most recently, it's like, Wehobody
earns the minimum wage, as has been suggestegastieu-
larly vocal member of our community.

So my question is how is the decision reached op this
aspect of important data, in terms of dropping ibsue of
maintaining or knowing the number of minimum-wagerers
— how is that done? Does the government basicallye the
ability through a letter of expectation — because do this
with other agencies? What's the mechanism of conicating
to the bureau whether it should be studying ona areanother
area of particular interest to government?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: I think quite clearly that those de-
cisions do not occur at the political level. Thevggmment is
not providing a policy statement. The experts mfibld — the
statisticians — are empowered to address the nafedakon-
ers. In fact, if there has been a change in terfniseir analysis
and what they are analyzing, whether it is in remtsvherever
they are going with their statistics, it is certginot something
that is a result of a policy of the government ézide whether
or not they will look at how many people are eagnminimum
wage. So we certainly haven’t gone there and havietention
of doing that.

Seeing the time, | move that we report progress.

Chair: It has been moved by Mr. Pasloski that the
Chair report progress. Are you agreed?

Some Hon. Members:  Agreed.

Chair: | declare the motion carried.

Hon. Mr. Cathers: Madam Chair, | move that the
Speaker do now resume the Chair.
Chair: It has been moved by Mr. Cathers that the

The census numbers are used forSpeaker do now resume the Chair.

Motion agreed to
Speaker resumes the Chair

Speaker: | will call the House to order.
May the House have the report from the Chair of Gitm
tee of the Whole?

Chair’s report

Ms. McLeod: Mr. Speaker, Committee of the Whole
has considered Bill No. 6, entitled tRést Appropriation Act,
2012-13 and directed me to report progress.

Speaker:  You have heard the report from the Chair of
Committee of the Whole. Are you agreed?

All Hon. Members: Agreed.

Speaker: | declare the report carried.

Point of personal privilege

Speaker:  Member for Whitehorse Centre, on a point of
privilege.
Ms. Hanson: | rise on a point of personal privilege.

Earlier today in Question Period, the Member forybla
Tatchun and | asked questions of the Premier ragardis
party’s position on the Peel planning process.hiosé ques-
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tions, we asserted that the government’s eightipies on the
Peel planning process released in 2012 were irafstttored in
2010.

This assertion was made in good faith, based ooverg-
ment document we received in response to an atoesfor-
mation request. The Department of Energy, Mines BRed
sources recently informed us that the document eeeived
contained a serious collation error. Specificalhg eight Peel
principles should not have been attached to theepiag
document dated February 2010. The Department ofgine
Mines and Resources has apologized for this mis&sed on
this new information, | wish to offer an unqualdi@pology to
the Premier for the assertion we made that we noowkio be
wholly and unequivocally false.

We always attempt to conduct our business in tlosdd
in good faith. We accepted the accuracy of the govent
document we received and proceeded on that unddista
We sincerely regret this unfortunate situation. fikhgou, Mr.
Speaker.

INTRODUCTION OF VISITORS

Speaker:  We have some other guests that | would like
to introduce. Dwaine Froment, Pam London and MyDm
herty are here from Esri Canada doing a conferémo®rrow
with private and government GIS workers in an eftorim-
prove our GIS capabilities across the Yukon, of clhiheir
company has noted on many occasions in the pasttiiba
Yukon GIS user community is leading quite ofterthi fore-
front of GIS applications and use. We are pleasdthtve them
take some time today to stop by and visit.

Applause

Hon. Mr. Cathers: Mr. Speaker, | move that the
House do now adjourn.

Speaker: It has been moved by the Government House
Leader that the House do now adjourn.

Motion agreed to

Speaker:  This House stands adjourned until 1:00 p.m.
tomorrow.

The House adjourned at 5:22 p.m.



