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Yukon Legislative Assembly
Whitehorse, Yukon
Wednesday, May 2, 2012 — 1:00 p.m.

Speaker:
proceed at this time with prayers.

Prayers

DAILY ROUTINE

Speaker:
Paper.
Tributes.

TRIBUTES

In recognition of the Rick Hansen Foundation

Hon. Mr. Pasloski:
day to honour the Rick Hansen Foundation, whosé igo®
build a healthy and inclusive world. Twenty-fiveaye ago,
Rick Hansen wheeled through 34 countries in 26 hsrnb
complete his now-famous Man in Motion Tour. Hisridible
worldwide journey electrified and inspired an emtiration to
believe that anything is possible and moved thodsari peo-
ple to make a difference in their communities.

Since 1988, the foundation has funded researchadde
better care and outcomes for those who sustainnalsgord
injury and contributed to improving accessibilitgr fpeople
with disabilities.

The results are tangible: more accessible physipates
and modes of transportation, more services andrainug for
those with disabilities, more people walking agafter spinal
cord injuries, and improved medical treatment toose with
spinal cord and related injuries.

This government, and in particular, the Departmeht
Health and Social Services, shares the foundatigo&ds and
supports people with disabilities in a number of/sva

The Family Supports for Children with Disabilitiesit
promotes early intervention to increase a child&dng learn-
ing potential, coordinated access to supports atahientions
and inclusion of children with disabilities in coranity life.

Adult community services provide employment, colinse

ling, income assistance and supportive outreactices. The
department also houses a suite of decision-maldgislation
to protect Yukoners, whether temporarily or pernmlyedis-
abled.

The Decision Making, Support and Protection to Adults
Act, theCare Consent Agctwhich applies to children as well as

adults, and thé’ublic Guardian and Trustee Agprotect the
rights of Yukoners who are unable, through disgbiir ill-
ness, to make decisions for themselves.

As well, through its Mental Health Services pailiatcare
program, residential care programs, and respite sarvices,
the department offers support to Yukoners at ages$ of life

and at all levels of ability. Also, almost everyhet department

in government offers some form of assistance tp Nelkoners
dealing with disabilities.

I will now call the House to order. We will

We will proceed at this time with the Order

Earlier this year | had the honour and privilegenteet
Rick Hansen at an event with the Yukon Council asABIL-
ITY and the Yukon Solutions Team right here in ldxgislative
building. It was a great opportunity to acknowledige success
of this government’s investment in the Rick Hangw®stitute’'s
20" anniversary legacy fund initiative. Five years ,6ga2007,
the Yukon government entered into a partnership e Rick
Hansen Institute to provide $100,000, or $20,00¢ear, to
help create more accessible and inclusive comnasnitir peo-
ple with spinal cord injuries and mobility disabs.

What we found encouraging then and now is that this

money was used in the Yukon for Yukon resident® iftoney
flowed from the Rick Hansen Institute to the logabup spe-
cially created, the Yukon Solutions Team. This issraall
amount of money that provides huge benefits toviddals and
helps improve health outcomes and enhance thetyadllife

| rise on behalf of the House to- for its participants. We look forward to our contéd partner-

ship with Mr. Hansen’s foundation and more sucagsgfo-
jects from the Yukon Solutions Team.

I would also like to take the opportunity to talkcat a
couple of people | know personally who have beeapiied by
Mr. Hansen. First off, at the meeting with Rick ldan and the
Yukon Council on DisABILITY.

Mr. Darryl Tait was in attendance. Mr. Tait belongsa
lifelong Yukon family and suffered a paralyzingury as a
result of a snowmobile incident a few years ago.hde cer-
tainly been inspired by Mr. Hansen and has hadgpertunity
to meet him on numerous occasions. Mr. Aidan Levgpung
man and member of a family known also to many Y&ken
was recently paralyzed in a snowboarding accideitk Han-
sen visited Aidan last month during his rehab im&@uver and
provided him with an autographed copy of Man in Motion
book. Aidan and Darryl are still talking about wlaat inspira-
tion Mr. Hansen is in their lives.

On May 22 there is an event in Vancouver celebgatire
25" anniversary of the Man in Motion toumhich Aidan and
his father plan to attend. On behalf of the Houisgould like
to recognize the achievements of the foundation.

Applause

In recognition of Yukon Association of Community
Living

Ms. Stick: | rise today on behalf of the Legislative
Assembly to pay tribute to the Yukon AssociationGafmmu-
nity Living. | am here to pay tribute to the wothat the staff
and the volunteers of YACL do to include personiseled
with intellectual disabilities in our communitieqda in our
lives. May is Community Living Month.

At the Yukon Association of Community Living, every
month is Community Living Month. That is their gaaid what
they strive to achieve in the Yukon. Many peopleuldoask,
“Well, what does ‘community living’ mean?” “Commugi
living” means individuals have the right to chodkeir type of
work and to be paid fairly for it.

Community living supports an individual’s right thoose
where and with whom they live. Too often, availapiland
funding for programs depend on a person’s diagnast the
severity of needs. When emphasis is placed on etaid sup-
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ports, inclusion happens. Community living happédsmmu-
nity living supports individuals having full access commu-
nity-based recreation and leisure.

Segregated activities should not be the only optiorin-
dividuals with intellectual disabilities. That ishy you will see
YNCLUDE performing in Nakai Theater's Homegrown fes
val next week, and in the Local Light Cinema Nighth a
four-minute film titled “Grace & Beauty”. Communitijving
supports individuals to make and maintain friendshto have
life partners and to feel love. Community is theqe we all
live in. Inclusion means being fully involved in maommu-
nity, to make choices about employment, housingreagion
and relationships by including all people with aatiility into
community life. That is the ultimate goal of the Rom Asso-
ciation for Community Living. Respect and equality per-
sons with intellectual disabilities will be the witsof their
work. We extend our gratitude to this hard-workiganiza-
tion, without which we would be a poorer community.

Applause

In recognition of the pages
Ms. White:
| would ask the House to join me in thanking Zanenstll,
who had his last day earlier this week, and KataeiRsen,
whose last day is today. Thank you so much forvthek you
have done for us this session.
Applause

Speaker:  Introduction of visitors.

INTRODUCTION OF VISITORS
Hon. Mr. Kent:

me in welcoming a frequent visitor to this Housel anlong-

time resident of Riverdale North, Mr. Wayne Hrynuik
Applause

Speaker:
bling?

Reports of committees.

Are there any petitions for presentation?

Are there any bills to be introduced?

Are there any notices of motion?

NOTICES OF MOTION

Ms. McLeod:
motion:

This is an unusual thing, Mr. Speaker, but

I would like to ask members to join

Are there any returns or documents for ta-

| rise to give notice of the following

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon to-co
tinue funding the FireSmart program to reduce isle of wild-
land fires near Yukon communities.

Mr. Hassard:
motion:

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon te ex
plore physical upgrades to Yukon campgrounds t@ecé the
accessibility for, and amenities available to,teis and users.

| rise to give notice of the following

Mr. Tredger: | rise to give notice of the following
motion:

THAT the Select Committee on Rules, Elections and-P
leges shall convene as soon as possible to begisidssing
changes to the Standing Orders and other rulesrafuct that
would improve the fair, open, efficient and modemeration
of the Yukon Legislative Assembly, including:

(1) ensuring thorough debate on budgets and otber g
ernment legislation;

(2) including provisions for members’ statementstlie
Daily Routine;

(3) applying reasonable time limits on speechesraplies
during motion days, in departmental budget delstd,in de-
bate on legislation;

(4) providing equal party representation on alhdtag, se-
lect and special committees of the Legislative Atdy;

(5) including provisions to increase opportunitiésr
members of the public to appear as withesses oratce pres-
entations about matters currently before the Lati® As-
sembly;

(6) establishing a code of ethics for Members of th
Legislative Assembly;

(7) establishing fixed dates or extended noticeoperfor
legislative sittings;

(8) providing for an automatic legislative sittimgthin 30
days of any special warrant authorizing additiag@ernment
spending;

(9) prohibiting members wishing to leave the paftyheir
election from crossing the floor;

(10) allowing the submission of electronic petispn

(11) revising the rules governing the use of etattr de-
vices in the Legislative Assembly;

(12) providing members with French language traimsia
services upon request; and

(13) reviewing best practices in other legislatuaed their

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon to-pr Potential applicability in Yukon.

actively approach its space management needs l®sting
$884,000 of the 2012-13 budget in space plannirmytanant
improvements.

Further, 1 give notice of the following motion:

THAT the Committee report its progress on the afae-
tioned considerations in each legislative sittimgl &ring for-
ward recommendations on the same as soon as piaetic

Ms. Stick: | rise to give notice of the following mo-

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon takvo O

with the Government of Canada to allow increasetignation
for those willing to take on entry-level jobs tteshployers find
difficult to fill.

Further, 1 give notice of the following motion:

THAT this House urges the Department of Health Sod
cial Services to assist families caring for additldren with
disabilities and to implement inclusion for aduftildren with
disabilities by:

(1) providing a range of day programs for disabled t&clul
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Actually, I am going to withdraw this motion, andvbuld
like to redo it for tomorrow. It has poor langua§erry.

Speaker:  Are there any other notices of motion?

Is there a statement by a minister?

This would normally bring us to Question Period{ hat
quite. Prior to proceeding with Question Perioa €hair will
rule on a point of order raised yesterday by tharider for
Copperbelt South.

Speaker’s ruling

Speaker:  During yesterday's Question Period the Min-
ister of Energy, Mines and Resources, in respamsequestion
from the Member for Mount Lorne-Southern Lakesdsél
point out that they want housing to be developeditowould
be somewhat hypocritical of the members to argaetibusing
should be developed, but not in his backyard.”

At that point, the Member for Copperbelt South rosea
point of order and said, “I believe you have ruladhe past
that using the word ‘hypocritical’ to describe thesition of a
member in this House or a party in the House isoborder.”

In his defence, the minister said that he was sotguthe
word to describe the position of the Member for Mblorne-
Southern Lakes. Rather, the minister said, “I digl & would
be hypocritical of him to argue against housingis backyard
if that's what he was doing while saying housingis crisis.”

The Chair believes there is a point of order irs ttase.
Members will recall that on March 22 of this yetlre Premier
used the word “hypocrisy” to describe statementdertay the
Leader of the Official Opposition. The Chair ruldte use of
the word out of order and the Premier withdrewwloed.

The Chair appreciates that the minister's use efword
yesterday, and the context in which it was usedewiéferent
from what occurred on March 22.

The Chair also appreciates that members may, astim
find inconsistencies in statements made by otheminees.
However, using words like “hypocrisy” and “hypodrdl” is
problematic.

When used to describe the words or actions of a&moth
member, those words carry a negative connotategardless
of the intent of the person using them. These anelsvthat are
best avoided in any parliamentary context, hypataebr oth-
erwise.

found: “The Department does not collect all comnybiased
diabetes data. The diabetes data is incompletethendiabetes
rate may be understated.”

If not properly managed, chronic health conditicas be
a significant health care cost driver. We know thenber of
alcohol-related emergency admissions. Can the kinisf
Health and Social Services tell us if he has infaion on
emergency room admission due to chronic conditiatker
than alcohol-related, such as diabetes?

Hon. Mr. Graham: As the member opposite probably
well knows if she has read the Auditor General’gorg the
Department of Health and Social Services does nokently
have an electronic health records system. Conséguemany
of the things we would like to follow and track, \aee unable
to do at the present time. Many of the statistieg tve do have
also do not always meet the requirement in termepbrting
or tracking.

So, no, | don't have all that data currently aval#a Hope-
fully, at some point in the future, we will havesgstem in
place that will provide it.

Ms. Hanson: For the minister’s information, | have
read the Auditor General’s report numerous times.

Mr. Speaker, the Yukon Party has said that it id$eto al-
locate funding for a “new emergency department hit&thorse
General Hospital to accommodate the increasing eunnol
visits and reduce pressure on the emergency depatrtstaff”.
In the absence of any other option, thank goodifiesshe
emergency department, but most Yukoners would atpageit
is important to keep its focus on the people whedni for
what it is really designed for: urgent acute cddse of the
emergency department for chronic care managemeottés
the result of inadequate primary care options.

Mr. Speaker, does the Minister of Health believat tbx-
panding the emergency department is a good wayet e
needs of Yukoners living with chronic conditions?

Hon. Mr. Graham: No, Mr. Speaker, | don’'t neces-
sarily believe that. Consequently, we are lookibh@ aaumber
of different options. As we’'ve just announced rdberthere
will be a medical-facilitated detox available a¢tBarah Steele
Building sometime in the very near future. We aisple-
mented an alternative care clinic for persons mb¢ with sub-
stance abuse problems, but other problems assweidgtte sub-
stance abuse, such as mental difficulties. Thatcclvas estab-

The Chair thanks the Member for Copperbelt Soutt ANjished on a trial basis. We'll evaluate the trialdadetermine

the Minister of Energy, Mines and Resources foir tbentribu-
tion to resolving this point of order.
We will proceed with Question Period.

QUESTION PERIOD
Question re: Health statistics

Ms. Hanson: The 2001 Auditor General’s report of
Yukon health services and programs showed that there
over 1,700 alcohol-related emergency room admission
2009-10. That is an average of 4.8 emergency rocohal-
related admissions per day. No one is happy withdfatistic.

The Auditor General also tried to find statistitwat dia-
betes, another chronic condition, but the Auditoen&ral

whether or not this is something we should contiwiib.
Ms. Hanson: | thank the minister for his comments.

Mr. Speaker, we acknowledge all the front-line vewek sup-
porting those who are managing chronic conditiomisether
addictions like alcoholism, or chronic health canselike ar-
thritis, heart disease, mental health and diabdtlee. Auditor
General made these comments about the emergency ade
mission data provided by the Hospital Corporatitrhis in-
formation was not provided to the Department aredDepart-
ment did not request this data from the corporaitioarder to
determine what it might be able to do to assisseheigh-risk
individuals.”
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The question is really this: How can we track otogpess
when the hospital and the department aren’t shdrifgma-
tion, when they are not talking to each other alibate very
critical issues? As we move forward, how will weoknif our
efforts are helping?

My question for the Minister of Health and SociarSs
vices: Can he tell Yukoners if the hospital is nsharing in-
formation with the department and can he confirmat tthis
information is being used to plan the best quapgtient-
centred care for Yukoners living with chronic carahs?

Hon. Mr. Graham: First of all, | have to say that the
Hospital Corporation and the department communicetea
daily basis. To me, the member opposite appedos tmaking
the issue a whole lot larger than it is based oAuwditor Gen-
eral report that is prepared by a number of peagie come
here and take a snapshot at any one particular maméme.
I'm not so sure that the Auditor General, in ak tleports they
do on every government, is always interested imgloeports
that are actually going to assist departments faréuendeav-
ours. | find sometimes that the Auditor Generaisre inter-
ested in making a splashy headline than in actwshisting
these departments to improve services. Howevegregaking
into consideration all of the Auditor General’s aoents and
we will be dealing with them in due course.

Question re:  Cellphone regulation

Ms. Moorcroft: A different question about communi-
cations — Yukon citizens want cellphone competitioat also
deserve fair contracts and consumer protection.yMaembers
of this House may have heard troubling stories afsamers
being charged outrageous cellphone service andeliation
fees. In some cases, companies entice customdrsniribduc-
tory offers that automatically fold into long-terontracts with
fee increases and cancellation fees that can tontlre thou-
sands.

Will the minister tell this House whether the YukBarty
government would consider regulating cellphone @m$ to
protect Yukoners’ pocketbooks?

Hon. Mr. Dixon: Of course, when it comes to the
regulation of the telecommunications industry, ‘thaone by
the CRTC. Of course, the Department of Economic ey
ment, on behalf of Yukon government, does make leegu
submissions to the CRTC with regard to their retgmaactivi-
ties. We are aware of other jurisdictions takingnecaction in
the manner such as the member opposite is implgimgjwe're
assessing how those are working in other jurisatictibefore
we move forward ourselves.

Ms. Moorcroft:
between consumers and cellphone companies. Conswaer
face outrageous cancellation fees and hidden ckangthese
one-sided contracts.

As the minister referred to, the problem has beceme
rampant that Newfoundland and Labrador, Quebechdauai-
toba have laws that protect cellphone customera fiat can
only be described as profiteering by some compariieva
Scotia is introducing such legislation. Ontariodieveloping
legislation too.

Will the minister commit to getting out in front dhis
problem and introducing legislation to protect agngrs from
unfair cellphone and mobile data contracts andXees

Hon. Mr. Dixon: As | said, of course, when it comes
to the regulations of the telecommunications ingusthe
CRTC is the lead there and we do understand teaCRTC is
perhaps considering whether or not to regulatesezilice. It's
something they haven’'t regulated in the past, and some-
thing they are assessing — whether or not they warstep
into that. As the member opposite indicated, a remath other
jurisdictions are taking steps. I'm aware of thepst they are
taking and watching with great interest.

Ms. Moorcroft: I'm glad that the minister is watching
with great interest, and he should know that tigéslation that
Nova Scotia is bringing forward caps contract cHatien fees
at $50, and the legislation also stops compan@s iutomati-
cally renewing contracts and from changing fees sexice
options without the consumer’s consent. This pasiis sup-
ported by some new companies in the sector. It ptesiflexi-
bility for customers and competition.

Once again, we hear that the Yukon Party Cabirpetss-
tion is that they don’t recognize that one of thedtions of
legislators is, in fact, to enact legislation, ambat is needed
here is legislation that protects consumers frowfifgering.
Again, will the minister commit to getting out imoht of the
problem and introducing legislation to protect agngrs from
unfair cellphone and mobile data contracts and e@ther
jurisdictions have done it; he can’t punt it offttee CRTC.

Hon. Mr. Dixon: Of course, as | said before, we
maintain a positive relationship with the CRTC, terms of
providing our input to their regulatory activitiesthe territory.
The CRTC made a recent ruling, which is very irgéng and
indeed groundbreaking, related to the introductérpossible
competition in the telecom industry in Yukon. Weoltn of
course, that the NDP is always looking for a neacelto regu-
late and a new thing to regulate. That seems tth&eriority
of the Official Opposition.

As | said, we are going to take a measured responibis
and look at what other jurisdictions do before wenp to
conclusions and act ourselves.

Questionre:  Old Crow ice road

Mr. Elias: Six weeks ago, | tabled a motion in this
House urging the Minister of Highways and Public t#oto
facilitate the construction of a winter road cortirer Old
Crow and the Dempster Highway next year. It is ssué that
has become very important to my community, and lileidike

There is a serious power imbalanceto return to the topic today.

A winter road would bring tangible benefits to dbsits,
governments and companies doing business in tlee Smme
of these include the ability to bring in bulk build materials
for housing and other projects, as well as bulldsoaf fuel.
There would be a chance to bring in private vebiclarge
household items and remove old equipment and conéea
waste, not to mention industry achieving their hass goals as
well.

Given the demonstrated need, will the minister cdnton
getting a winter road built for 2013?
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Hon. Mr. Istchenko: This government does identify the making and a partnership plan today, and wedteasking

Old Crow — our most northerly community — the oclym-

munity that is not accessible by road. This is gbing that |

have been in discussions about with the departnvéathave
collaborated in the past with Vuntut Gwitchin Finfstation

when we needed to get supplies up to build theddditer the
school burned down. That was something that wedcduget

up there by air so we did that, and it has beere dorthe past.
We have been contacted by many different peopteernndus-
try, such as in the mining development industrypvilave ex-
pressed an interest in this winter road, too.

This government is committed to working with theriut
Gwitchin First Nation, working with the member opjie on
looking at putting a plan together to see the fahtsi of this
and looking at all the different options out there.

Mr. Elias: It's also important to mention that this

would be a cost-saving to taxpayers since the gowent
wouldn’t need to use large Hercules aircraft toiflyts equip-
ment and supplies. A number of partners have beemng
together to make a winter road a reality next y8ar.date,
these partners include the community of Old Crdw, Yuntut
Gwitchin government, the Vuntut Gwitchin Developré&or-
poration, the Yukon Electrical Company and its pareom-
pany, ATCO, and Northern Cross Limited. Now, wet jused
to get the Yukon government and the Government afada
on board.

Looking across the floor, | can see at least foumistries
that would benefit greatly from winter road accas® Old
Crow. Will the minister, on behalf of the Yukon gomment,
work with these existing partners and liaise witle federal
government for their support, as well?

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: Highways and Public Works
has been approached by Vuntut Gwitchin First Naabout
this possibility and the collaboration on constimetof a win-
ter road. In the near future, our officials will eteto discuss
this project and determine the potential roles segponsibili-
ties of each party moving forward. So, Highways &hublic
Works has collaborated with the Vuntut Gwitchintire past,
and we're more than willing to collaborate with itiheagain,
looking at planning, understanding that there isrmaney in
the 2012-13 capital budget for this. YESA plannamgl a lot of
other stuff needs to get written into this, so weéommitted to
meet in the near future to discuss this projectidedtify roles
and responsibilities for each individual of intdres

Mr. Elias: | believe the YESA process has already

been approved for this period of time.

The last winter road to Old Crow was eight years.dg
proved to be cost-effective for getting goods id ant of Old
Crow. This was a good investment of public fundshe past
and that investment would still make sense today.

This year’s budget includes $38 million for Yukoighn-
way maintenance expenditures. The government niasngal-
weather roads 365 days a year to every other cortyriarthe
territory except Old Crow. The cost of the Old Cravinter
road is expected to be less than $1 million. Wajsproaching
the government with a business plan here thatgist giears in

for a handout.

Will the minister allocate the funds needed to malkk913
winter road a reality and help maintain Old Crowaalsealthy
community that has access to the goods and seritgessi-
dents need and other Yukon communities alreadyhave

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: Identifying the million dollars
for the road — that is the exact cost that is close&hat we’ve
identified in the past. Back when they built iti898, the cost
was almost $700,000.

This is something that this government is committed
working on. As | talked about, we have been waitfog a
business case from the interested parties. Ouwiaiffi are go-
ing to meet in the near future, like | alluded mony previous
answer, and discuss the project, the terms andottential
roles and responsibilities. We understand the potdly-in
materials; it costs money to fly. If we can saveneywby build-
ing a road and get a lot more accomplished, wewallk with
the interested parties on this.

Question re:  Adults with disabilities, day
programming

Ms. Stick: | mentioned in the tribute to community
living this afternoon that every month is Communitiving
Month. In this same vein, every day should be comitguiv-
ing day for families caring for their adult childtitv disabilities.
Every day, many Yukon families caring for their ddihildren
with disabilities face complex situations. One bége prob-
lems faced by these families is that they are beéohg that
there is no room in existing day programs or thatindividu-
als’ needs are too great. Without day programmiptoas,
individuals and their caregivers are left to thewn means.
Can the minister tell us how his department is esking this
lack of appropriate and available day programmaorgfdmilies
caring for their adult children?

Hon. Mr. Graham: At the present time we offer a
number of respite programs, not only for adultshvdtsabili-
ties, but others as well. We offer respite progg@amMacaulay
Lodge, and we have a number of NGOs, a perfect pbeanf
which is Helping Hands. | know from my use of than@da
Games Centre how the Helping Hands people aréhets bn a
daily basis, and it is wonderful to see.

So we do have a number of respite programs in place
know right now there is a waiting list of approxitely four
individuals who are looking for respite on an omgpibasis,
and the department is making every effort to accodate
those folks.

Ms. Stick: The minister partially answered my next
question. Initially, | was speaking about day peogs, which is
a community involvement — being in the communitgiry
active, and having purposeful, daily activities.

In terms of respite care, many adults with distibgi re-
quire 24-hour, seven-day-a-week care, and theiilitzsnare
not always receiving the respite they need.

Can the minister tell us of any other respite paows that
might be available and that are appropriate toralividual?
Sometimes it is not appropriate that a 30-year+oidn or
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woman go to Macaulay Lodge to receive respitehasis seen
in the community as a seniors facility.

Hon. Mr. Graham: Mr. Speaker, | think the member
opposite is probably aware of most of the resptglifies or
services that are offered in the City of Whitehoidee men-
tioned a couple. There are other NGOs, such adefigal and
Teegatha’Oh Zheh, that also offer respite, but wee aways
looking for new contractors or new NGOs or existd@Os to
continue to offer this kind of respite, because realize how
difficult it is — if you are in the process or ihd business of
looking after some individuals — to provide that\véee on a
24-hour-a-day, seven-day-a-week basis.

Again, the department is working in that area. Wd w
continue to provide respite in the areas we cuyeat. As |
said, though, there appears to be a very smallngdist at the
present time, but we're working on it.

Ms. Stick:
disabilities are aging. | know of more than a feage&s where
the caregivers are now in their 60s, and this isVimtehorse
and in the communities.

It is often the parent who is doing much of the kvior the
home providing the care to the adult child and reagn be
looking after an aging spouse or aging parent, &lsm re-
quires care. We are seeing more and more parensand
themselves becoming seniors with their own carelsi€Ehese
parents worry about what will happen to their adgbitd when
they are unable to provide the care to their chilldey worry
about who will be responsible for this care.

Can the minister tell us if there is long-term pigng in
place to assist parents and caregivers providiigydare that
takes into account the caregiver's age and ongability to
provide that support?

Hon. Mr. Graham:
the question in some manner. We are not only anftiee age
of some of the caregivers, but we are also in thegss, or we
have identified people who will be moving from tgeung
persons category to the youth category. We are tadmking
when they will become adults and what their distid are,
and we are projecting into the future the requineisidéor care
for those individuals. So, we are very aware of wi® young
people in our society are who currently need c#e. know
what the ages are as people progress. Not onlywarextrapo-
lating that information and considering what wegeing to
need in the future, but we're taking a more aclbak at things
that will be needed, both in the short term and ltaym.

INTRODUCTION OF VISITORS

Mr. Barr: | would like to introduce to the House for-
mer colleagues Robyn Findlater, Elecia McLellandl &en
Gribben, Duran Henry and Mr. Fred Stick, carvefrthe
Northern Cultural Expressions Society.

Applause
Questionre:  Mount Lorne local area plan review
Mr. Barr: When the Hamlet of Mount Lorne local

area plan was adopted in 1995, 17 years ago, tese provi-
sion built in to review the plan after five yea@®n behalf of the
residents of Mount Lorne, the hamlet council hasnbequest-

ing a review of the local area plan for the lastygars. Will the
Minister of Energy, Mines and Resources agree ¢oHhmlet
of Mount Lorne’s request for a review of the loaa¢a plan?
Hon. Mr. Cathers: | would point out, in response to

the member’s question, what | have indicated toctiagr of the
local advisory council and another member of tradybwhen
we met. At this point in time, what we are currgrdbing in
the Mount Lorne area is asking residents aboutptssibility
of reducing the minimum lot size for lots in thaea, allowing
people to subdivide their own lots and considethgpossibil-
ity of developing the McGowan option lands. What have
done in Mount Lorne — as we’ve done in a numbeotbir
areas, including the Mayo Road area and the Merallealea
— in response to the issues around land availglglid hous-
ing right now, we have expedited the opportunityask resi-
dents in those areas if they would like to redudeimum lot

The parents and caregivers of adults withsize. In the case of the Mayo Road area, the ntajsaid yes;

in the case of the Mendenhall area, the majority sa. We're
looking forward to hearing more from the people Mbéunt
Lorne through the consultation.

Mr. Barr: The hamlet council and the residents are
not opposed to development, but they want developrre
respect to the local area plan. Mr. Speaker, thal larea plan
calls for phased-in rural residential lot developinand agri-
culture development where the land supports viablé suit-
able agricultural operations.

If the Yukon government had followed the plan, mibran
80 lots would have been made available over thé gesade.
Will the minister work with the Hamlet of Mount Loe and
residents to implement the existing plan?

Hon. Mr. Cathers: What | would point out to the
member, again, as we saw yesterday in Questiorodette

| believe | have already answered member had some of his facts wrong, including ydstewhen

he had the wrong department conducting the cureni¢w in
the Mount Lorne area. It is, as | mentioned tortieanber yes-
terday, the Land Planning branch within Energy, é4irand
Resources, not the Department of Community Servibes
does this.

Again, as I've indicated to the member, currentb/re re-
viewing issues particularly around the possibitifydeveloping
land in that area through two methods — one bdiegptossi-
ble development of McGowan option lands and theoseéc
being the reduction of minimum lot size for exigtiresidents. |
believe you were indicating that | should wrap up nesponse,
Mr. Speaker, so | will do so.

Mr. Barr: I would just like to say that some of the
member opposite’s response did not lend to posdeeorum
and are not conducive to the positive decorum isf fouse, |
believe.

Will the minister commit to moving forward and ditang
his department to immediately work with the HardéMount
Lorne to implement elements of the existing locabaplan that
address land development needs, implement an inaeecs-
view of the local area plan, and develop a proéesthe sub-
division of existing serviced lots?

Hon. Mr. Cathers: Again, what | do have to point out
to the Member for Mount Lorne-Southern Lakes — &raoin
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sorry if he is offended by me pointing out thatdues not have
some of his facts correct, but | do have to brimgt to the at-
tention of those listening to this debate. I'd gi&nt out to the
member that, in fact, the Mount Lorne developmeataegu-
lation was put in place in 2006 under the YukontyPgovern-
ment. Prior to that, the local area plan had beeplace from
1995, when it was first put in without the appragpei zoning in
place to actually implement that plan for quite soperiod of
years. Again, we acted to implement the regulatidhere was
an amendment to the local area plan in 2008, a20®9, there
was an amendment to the regulations. Again, whaaneecon-
sulting with residents in the area about now ispbssibility of
reducing minimum lot size to allow subdivision ahe& possi-
bility of developing the McGowan option lands — Ihatimed
at meeting this government’'s commitments to lanalalsility
and to providing further housing opportunities Yarkoners, an
issue that the member himself has raised on a nuoflbmca-
sions.

Question re:  Literacy programs

Mr. Tredger:
from the Wilson Reading program. It is a researabeldl,
multi-sensory reading and writing program that addes the
learning styles of students with language-basechileg dis-
abilities. It is also beneficial to any studentKiag basic read-
ing and spelling skills. The Department of Eduaatlas in-
vested many years in the Wilson Reading System el
trained many classroom-based teachers to preseWilgon
Reading has been praised by students, teacherparedts
across the Yukon.

What is the Minister of Education doing to ensturat this
successful program continues in our schools?

Hon. Mr. Kent: I've heard positive reviews on Wil-
son Reading from not only the member opposite butraber
of the educators and people involved in the edonatiystem
that I've visited in the communities. So with resp®® continu-
ing that initiative, as well as other initiativesch as Reading
Recovery — I've not been advised of any changedemart-
mental initiatives to make any changes to thosgnaras, so |
would assume that we would be continuing on, bgsines
usual, with Wilson Reading, with Reading Recovenyg avith
all the initiatives that the department undertakéh respect to
literacy.

Mr. Tredger: | thank the minister opposite for his an-
swer. | noticed there is an advertisement publisoed half-
time position with the department to work with tkéilson
Reading program. However, it is concerning to de this
half-time teacher would also be responsible fodetis af-
fected by FASD and English as a learned languagg.ohe of
these areas of responsibility — Wilson Reading, BASr
English as a learned language — are worthy of aszd atten-
tion, research and development.

Mr. Speaker, how does the minister ensure thabtigs-
ing training and support of classroom teachers \&fildon in-
structors will continue?

Hon. Mr. Kent: | believe we discussed this during
debate on the Department of Education earlier sigission,
probably more with respect to Reading Recovery thedstag-

Many Yukon students have benefited

gered intakes for training. So I'm assuming thaewlit comes
to other literacy programs, there may be staggeredkes for
that type of training as well.

| guess when it comes to the operations of the riieeat
and the staffing allocation, we do have the stgffallocation
advisory committee that’s in place and they workyvieard.
They're certainly committed to maintaining a numinérthe
guiding principles, including equity, transparenpyedictabil-
ity, timeliness, responsiveness and accountabiBty.| think
that's a very important aspect of the new staffiigcation that
was introduced by my predecessor and continueytoda

So again, when it comes to allocation for liter#ogre is
Reading Recovery teacher allocation, literacy ir@ption spe-
cialist allocation — there are a number of diffear€TEs that
are allocated to different aspects of literacy witthe public
schools and then of course there are substantigkgms that
occur for adult literacy as well. | should also rien the tre-
mendous amount of investment that we've made ifipuib
braries.

Mr. Tredger: Many schools have included the Wilson
Reading System in their school growth plans. Otheosild
like to. Often schools rely on individual and smgitbup in-
struction as part of their overall literacy strate@s well, many
primary classes have successfully used Fundatiohish is a
part of the Wilson Reading System. There are mangests
and schools benefiting from the Wilson Reading &yst If
their school growth plans are to be supported gy dbpart-
ment, it will be absolutely necessary to continoigrain more
teachers in the Wilson method. A sustained, lomgrtelan
must be developed and followed.

How is the minister planning to provide sufficientpport
to enable the Wilson Reading System not only taaxglp but to
continue?

Hon. Mr. Kent: In the numerous visits that I've made
to public schools throughout the territory in tlastlnumber of
months, | think the one thing that many administraitand
teachers have said is that certainly comparedé fgrevious
experience in other jurisdictions, Yukon schooks aery well-
resourced. Again, when it comes to the school drgwobcess,
it's to use evidence and work collaboratively wille staff and
the community to improve the success of each Ytodent.

So | certainly support the department’s initiative the
school growth process, because | believe everyatchas
unique needs, and again, the needs of the schawlidber of
schools the Member for Mayo-Tatchun used to bd etater-
tainly had different needs from those of Robert&erSchool,
where the Member for Klondike used to teach, arehewther
school throughout the Yukon. So, again, | think ave to
look at schools individually and assess what timeieds are
from a demographic perspective of each school aodenfior-
ward based on that.

Speaker: The time for Question Period has now
elapsed. We'll proceed with Orders of the Day.
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ORDERS OF THE DAY
GOVERNMENT PRIVATE MEMBERS’ BUSINESS

MOTIONS OTHER THAN GOVERNMENT MOTIONS
Motion No. 197

Clerk:
McLeod.
Speaker:

ming and resource development that enables thiipartts to
strengthen their social and emotional competendesglop
their artistic abilities, learn new coping skillsdaenhance their
sense of self-worth.

The Government of Canada supported an importafggiro
that helped youth at risk make better choices artemt fur-

Motion No. 197, standing in the name of Ms. ther involvement in criminal activity. A few minwgeago, |

noted that addressing the issues of youth at gsk hational

It is moved by the Member for Watson Lake: priority and the national crime prevention strategsich is

THAT this House urges the Government of Canadats ¢ administered by Public Safety Canada, is one ofitaigs Can-

tinue to financially support the Northern CultuEapressions

Society.

Ms. McLeod:

ada responds to these issues. The strategy profueesng
support to selected projects that help prevent erand in-
crease knowledge about what works in crime prewantt is a

| rise to speak to this motion as it is part of the Government of Canada’s plan to tacklime in

one that | believe we can all support. Originabyrided by the —Order to build stronger, safer communities.

owners of Sundog Retreat centre, the program reares it-
self as a non-profit organization called the Namh€ultural
Expressions Society. Whatever the name — Sundddocth-
ern Cultural Expressions — the mission of the oizgtion has
been to open up opportunities for young peoplénmael their
energy into artistic expression and business dpwabmt.
Many of these young people are described as atrasth.
Addressing the needs of at-risk youth has beeriianah prior-
ity for both Canada and the United States for mangny
years. As | researched for today’s motion, | smome time
reading on the Internet about this area. AccordngVikipe-
dia, the term “at-risk” came into use after the 338ticle, A

The NCPS's priorities are these: addressing e&kyfac-
tors among vulnerable children, youth and youngltagdpre-
venting recidivism among high-risk offenders; fostg crime
prevention in aboriginal and northern communitiaeg pre-
venting youth gang and drug-related crime.

| wonder if the northern and aboriginal crime pmeien
fund may be an option for the Northern Cultural Eegsions
Society. This fund assists communities experiencmdtiple
risk factors and other challenges that affect théitity to re-
spond to crime issues, such as remote geograploication
and limited capacity. It achieves this by providiige-limited
funding to support culturally sensitive initiativésat foster the

Nation at Risk published by the National Commission on Ex-development and implementation of crime-preventiap-

cellence in Education. At-risk students are thdseéents who
have been labelled either officially or unofficialhs being in
danger of academic failure.

The National Centre for Education Statistics ligts fol-
lowing factors that lead to an at-risk label foudsnts: low
socio-economic status; living in a single-pareninko chang-
ing schools at non-traditional times; below-averggades in
middle school; being held back in school througadgr reten-
tion; having older siblings who left high schooftre comple-
tion; and negative peer pressure. Without intefeentat-risk
youth may make poor life choices that lead to gmeét not
perpetual engagement with the social safety nsboiety.

I would like to talk about the financial aspecttbfs mo-
tion. Canada has a strong track record of fundimeggams
focused on youth at risk. As part of Canada’s entuna@ction
plan, the Prime Minister has announced supporipfograms
that address the educational needs of youth atlrigiink that
it is helpful and a hopeful signal about the impare of help-

proaches in aboriginal communities, both on andrefferve
and in the north. In addition, it assists buildihg knowledge
and capacity required to develop or adapt cultyradinsitive,
effective ways to prevent crime. | mention it bezait seems
that much of the work that the Northern CulturabEessions
Society does is based on interacting with Firstidtatultural
traditions.

| also want to mention the youth gang preventiandfuas
it helps reduce youth gang activity and youth vicke by in-
vesting in community-based prevention programsoimmuni-
ties across Canada that target youth at risk. Tdwehygang
prevention fund is used to support programs thavige the
following: community-based educational and cultupportu-
nities for youth at risk, such as enhanced conféisblution and
problem-solving skills as alternatives to gang imement
through paid part-time work opportunities and vawal train-
ing; homework and school support; opportunitiesdaialize
and participate in recreational activities; ancbigive and in-

ing youth at risk and their future contributions@anada. Just dividualized mentorship to help youth at-risk ma@sitive

over two years ago, Canada stepped forward to dinliy as-

sist a program to offer youth life skills to makeaster choices.
On April 6, 2010, Canada announced an investment

through the National Crime Prevention Strategy 2#$4,000
to the Northern Cultural Expressions Society tolament the
cultural resilience project in Yukon.

This project works with at-risk First Nation youtkho
have prior involvement with the criminal justicessym. The
program focuses on arts-based programming, spaitjficarv-
ing, and includes one-on-one counselling, cultymalgram-

lifestyle choices; and care for children with sageemotional,
behavioural and mental health needs and their i@enil

In looking at these funds and reviewing the maletiaee

that Canada has funding available for programsatdtess the
needs of youth at risk. It seems to me that whathéon Cul-

tural Expressions Society is doing matches up wely against

that list of activities. The Northern Cultural Exgsions Soci-
ety has a vision of helping emerging artists dgvéhe artistic,

social and business skills required for personetess by pro-
viding opportunities for young people to channedittenergy
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to artistic expression and business developmergy ™o this
by assisting the society as it encourages youngtgrivho of-
ten may not have experienced success in a traditiclass-
room or workplace setting, to use their new canshkdls to
move out of the cycle of physical abuse, emotiamaglect,
justice system involvement,
generational effects of residential school.

The Northern Cultural Expressions Society offeres plar-
ticipants the opportunity to acquire new carvinglskin the
process of carving, they learn not only a marketaiill; they
also learn important life skills. Originally fundday Service
Canada, the Carving Our Path project ran 44 weaHlssap-
ported nine young people under 30 as they begaana and
sell their work. Youth who have largely experiendaiiure in
traditional school or work opportunities succeett@dugh the
individualized attention and their tangible artissuccesses.
Youth received a weekly stipend to supplement thatial
self-employment income.

The Journey Far carving project, which Yukon fursls-
ported more experienced carvers of all ages. It daimilar
structure to the Carving Our Path program with @atgr em-
phasis on advanced carving skills development. Bobdigrams
focused on a mix of carving skill development, besis and
marketing skill development, life skills and workills devel-
opment in order to facilitate successful careerartists.

| just want to mention that their goal seems tonciie
with some of the funding program goals. The Nomh€ultural
Expressions Society goals are to increase develapmethe
Yukon First Nations arts and culture sector; exptradYukon
First Nation presence on the local and nationa stcene; en-
hance tourism experiences for visitors; mitigate #ffects of
residential schools; share with Yukon public schswidents
First Nation educational opportunities; and providasitive
role modelling and cultural opportunities for Yukéirst Na-
tion youth. I think these are commendable goald,lamish the
society well in achieving them.

| want to encourage the Northern Cultural ExpressiSo-
ciety to continue to build partnerships with govaents and
agencies such as the Government of Canada andatienil
Crime Prevention Centre. Given the strong Firstiovet com-
ponent, | would encourage First Nations to contisueporting
this program.

| think this is a good motion, and | commend ithe Leg-
islature.

Mr. Barr: | would like to say that I'm honoured to be
standing here today to speak on this motion, amduld like to
also say that | will be putting forward a friendlpnendment to
also add later on the continued support of Yukowegoment
along with Canada’s government to allow this progréo
flourish and to grow and to be what | know it ha=ib and
what it is struggling to continue to be.

INTRODUCTION OF VISITORS

Mr. Barr: I would like to again introduce visitors,
because a couple more people have come: Ben Gribherer
and friend; Robyn Findlater, colleague and frieriflecia

McLelland, colleague and friend; Duran Henry, fdeand
carver — we call him “Hollywood” sometimes; Fredc®f Jr.,
carver; Naomi Crey, colleague, and the young fellao
came after | had left, but | have seen his work Bedw him
before he could carve or ever hold a knife, anddvk that it is

substance abuse andti-mulamazing what he has been able to achieve withrtisia abili-

ties. If you take the time to go down there, youl e&e how
amazing his work is. | cannot do that kind of stuff
Applause

Mr. Barr: This program is for individuals who did not
succeed in the academic education system we sekavéoand
that also seems to reward academia in our gradeokchnd
further on. The folks | have introduced today antbvattend
Northern Cultural Expressions Society and who wdikd to
be a part of that are contributing members of mgigty, in
such a way that when | saw them enter this roomdl to hold
back my tears because, to me, they are my fanmibnds of
extended family, our citizens, our family and tlesponsibility
of our territory.

It's often said it takes a community to raise dd;hand |
believe this is so true. We are all our own chiftdrand | be-
lieve we all need support at various times in oud, no mat-
ter what walk of life we come from — gender, raceed, age.

I'm happy that the member opposite has brought dodw
this motion. I'd like to give you a little bit ofistory about
Sundog, as we fondly call it, and now called Nomth€ultural
Expressions Society.

It was an idea that Andrew Finton had many yeacs Eg
and his wife Heather worked with youth all theires, in vari-
ous countries, and they loved the folks, and theyked end-
lessly and tirelessly. Andrew saw folks falling dbhgh the
cracks and that our academic education system deesm to
fit the needs of all of our folks. He wanted to e®p a pro-
gram that would assist the other various needscditee to me
at CAIRS many years ago and said, “We want to thoetbing
about this. Do you know any young guys who mighttva
learn how to carve and have any artistic abilities?

So we started to seek out some folks. James Babineat
out to Sundog, a former artist in residence, bexaesknew at
CAIRS that dealing with the residential school —e thtergen-
erational impacts of those kinds of things — we tadap in
with people who had an ability to be comfortabld émbe able
to move forward to build relationships. So whatéretvay than
to just meet on the common ground of art?

Some names were put forward and there was therérst
treat that enabled some folks to go out to Sun&ogm there
the program became successful and more succesfuhere
there was a first — | guess we would say a housa store-
front over at the Qwanlin Mall. Some of the carvarse still
involved since those first days.

INTRODUCTION OF VISITORS

Mr. Barr: | need to introduce Sara Villeseche. She’s
sitting above the group. | just want to apologiae that, Sara.
Sara is another carver. Please welcome Sara.

Applause
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Mr. Barr:
it became so successful that not only did it fingive people a
place to go, but as you will see in this Houselfitse also
started to give a reality to the struggles of maiithin First
Nations, many cultures, to gain the ability to €hamproud cul-
ture and a proud artistic ability.

If you look in the House here — I've said it befotleis is
Calvin Morberg, this plaque here; this is Mike Mmosr from
Tagish with the wrought iron. Calvin Morberg — dretother
side Jared Kane, this plaque. If we start to trareund this
territory, we are going to see works of art thatdi@n’t see in
this territory in the prevalence — we did have easvand we
do have carvers that did come before, and thergiames of
their artwork that are on display; however, notrirthe age
group that we have now on a continual basis thateseto
drive our economy. I'd also say that this programches, be-
cause it deals with a holistic approach, the Heafttl Social
Services — our minister across the room — our destiinis-
ter across the room; our Economic Development r@nis
across the room; the Tourism and Culture ministeoss the
room.

I'll come back to this, but | just want to say thhis pro-
gram has to do with the medicine wheel and takesfiproach
of child, adolescent, adult and elder and all esthare part of
this program. Without one, as we know, it doeswoll fike
tires. If you flatten out one, it doesn’'t go forwarSo what
we're dealing with today is the ability for thisggram to suc-
ceed with all of those elements.

| have seen this program change lives and | hase g
support and love that is extended by the folks aeehvisiting
us here today to anybody who walks through thosesde- the
people who oftentimes society would choose to owads| and
there is a home there. It is so wonderful to wignsés and be a
part of this and it's in our community and not onty this
community, but this program reaches out to all cbexmuni-
ties.

The advanced carvers also — is this in jeopardyt& are
100 elementary school students that the carverseeehere
today are sharing their skills with and they areing carvers;
they are the ones who will be filling their shoas, we know
and | speak of the medicine wheel. It's a circldifefand there
has to be a beginning. As we all go back to th¢hedrstarts
again.

What we're looking at is not only this one parte&ugroup
that meets every day, but it also goes out to tmengunities to
foster growth. They've been to Teslin; they've béerwWatson
Lake; there have been folks who have been to Bunkasd-
ing. They are carvers who will go and extend outineta share
their artwork and themselves, facilitating workskdp their
schools and communities with folks we've overlookdait
they're actually leaders in our world and our tem today
who are sitting with us.

As a person who has struggled with alcohol and sling
my own life, | know | was overlooked so many timeasd it
was the love and the care of people who allowedntretheir
lives and said, “Hey, it's going to be okay. Todayanother

day. All you need to do is do better next timdslokay. They

As | was saying, as this program went on,are not mistakes, they are opportunities to learn.”

This program gives that. How many times in our divio
we need just that — a place that we will know wédl & ac-
cepted, cared for, challenged — it's not a freeditbr— chal-
lenged to grow in a loving way? This program doeat.t |
couldn’t say enough about the positive things Watmay be at
risk of losing if we do not choose to continue tmd this at a
level that is adequate.

Some of the programs that have extended from this —

some people may have seen the canoe project, tmutuoa-
noe project. It's on display now over at the Kwarllun Cul-
tural Centre — the new house down that way.

Not only was | honoured — | had an adze and | dithes
of the work on that thing. The carvers who are epeland eve-
ryone who is in here — Sara, you couldn’t stop veu could
not hold her back from going into the bush. Hert feere
cracking and bleeding and she said, “No, I'm gdimnget more
wood because we need the wood for our fire. We riegat
our spiritual fire whenever we’re going to be doihg steam-
ing of the canoe.” You would not believe the autjaof that
young woman and the other carvers. That's justex@nple.
You don’t get that at youth camps, okay? You jush'tiget
where somebody would be looking for any excuseamgb out
and physically work through the mosquitoes, actbsswater,
getting branches in your face — with wounds. Finaktr mom
and all of us sat down and said, “Hey, not rightvnd’ou can
go back, but let's tend to these cuts.”

Work all day, swinging that thing. | mean, | saiddzed a
bit. After five minutes, | was pretty darn tireddathese guys
went for 10 weeks. They paddled it out. They wentvith a
log. There’s a movie about it now. There’'s a bdwkt’s being
written about it now. It's being used across thamtoy and it
has been shown in various parts of the world. limolved
with other folks down throughout the States whodagd, “So,
we need support. It's important to be able to kimow we can
help folks such as folks who attend Northern CaltiExpres-
sions.” He says, “What do you need help for? Wédarning
from you.” We are leaders with people who are idieat as
leaders. White Bison program for one — world-renedin

Within the program and that canoe, elders are irein
this from all various communities all over and fratifferent
parts of Alaska. There are teachers, master cawkeshave
come to help with the advanced carvers. I'd likeeib you a
little bit about that.

| heard the member opposite say that there are thésgs
that are in place. and that is exactly what wetalléng about
today — that these things are not in place at teegnt funding
level. There is not a counsellor; there is not ateracarver any
more; there is not an executive director; there rarestipend
fees any more, as was said; there’s not even thsilplity of a
continued — and it has been like this for a fewrgea- a con-
tinued program as it exists. Yes, there are feciwhérs in the
amount of close to $500,000 that are there forrtwet three
years. That, | must clarify, does not have anythimglo with
the existing program. That money cannot be usethfrcoun-
sellor, for the carver, for the stipends, for thegimners pro-
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gram that is no longer in existence. This beginrm@ogram
used to be funded by Service Canada; that's $300,0@as
speaking with the chair of the board for the cuatusociety
who said that Service Canada employment sees ne walhis
program — shame, shame — no value in this program.

| can’t swear in this House, so | will not. | wikspect this
House. However, shame on us if we do not. We hawepgaor-
tunity. What has been given is the $345,000 froemNtinister
of Tourism and Culture. | commend Tourism and Geltior
putting forward that amount of money. What was ioady
asked for was $898,000 that would allow this progta have
a beginners program and would allow for a masteveta |
mean, if you're teaching carving, you should havteacher.
And if we're dealing with folks who are overcomiadj these
obstacles in their lives, as the member oppositkespf — |
did counselling there; | was one of those folksafi$not there
now. Those are two integral parts — if we're loakiat the
success of this, let alone no beginners programat\Was hap-
pened with the advanced carvers, the Journey Fsiosehat
this $345,000 begins to cover, is only that. Asdswsaying,
they can sell their artwork, and they’ll make moméfyof that.
But what used to happen with the stipend — anyohe is an
artist knows the phrase “starving artist”. With &gt rent, the
stipend — and it varies. When you start, you gétllastipend
that might give you in the neighbourhood of $80@anth —
something like that.

As you progress, that goes down, so you will g€d($4
month. So although it is a job, and it is meartiép you learn
how to work — show up for work, get there, be amei—
there all kinds of life skills are involved and #eoof us who do
not have them can learn from this experientialriigy.

This amount of money is not cutting it, so evenutjio
there was $898,000 asked for, that would have bpkinup by
the Health and Social Services minister, the Jestinister,
the Economic Development minister, the Educatiomister
and the Tourism and Culture minister — divide tbat and
how much is that? It would be approximately $130,8ach —
for each department — that would allow this to eperin a
way that would have a counsellor, a carver, a stpand a
beginners program. It would have all these thiriga aire not
there now.

It states in the numbers here that it could be FEI®
That would begin to address some of the needs —+tlimk
that's $125,000. | think that would cover that, g, it's
$345,000. And as the motion states, | do encouttagéerrito-
rial government to increase the amount of moneg, \ae can
continue to lobby. But, as | stated, there seentsetoo value
with the federal government, as far as Service Ganaro-
poses.

We're looking at — and what I've had in discussiogs
that it's most likely that all the benefits and @k lives we see
here today — the ones to come forward — that wé mot
have this program if we choose not to — if we cleotzsturn
our backs on it. And that would be that we're taghour backs
on our family, our extended family, my family, yoiamily.

All of us have been touched by residential schogddcts.
It's cost-effective. | think of one fellow — this ithe kind of

program that it is; just another example — | wan#ntion any
names and it comes and goes with various folkaidiwat the
shelter. They don’t even have a place to live,trighd this is
for a few years. This isn't something that is jtestporary.
They haven’t had a place to live for a few yeacsthey live at
the shelter. Before Christmas, as | was sayingrbefoe was
coming out because he didn't want to spend Christmahe
shelter, and there had been about four folks livingn aban-
doned house at 40 below. This is a program thaishebme of
those folks who don't have a place to go at nighemwit’'s 40
below, because our youth shelter is not even opeb0®0
p.m., and they have to be out by 8:00 a.m.

I don't know if | have expressed enough around, thig
I'm just begging you guys to find it here amongtasdo the
right thing. | would like to make an amendmenthés point.

Amendment proposed

Mr. Barr: | move

THAT Motion No. 197 be amended by adding the phrase
“and the Government of Yukon” between the wordsri&in”
and “to”.

This is a friendly amendment for the House. Withatth
thanks for your time, everybody.

Speaker:  Order please. The amendment is in order.

It is moved by the Member for Mount Lorne-Southern
Lakes

THAT Motion No. 197 be amended by adding the phrase
“and the Government of Yukon” between the wordsri&in”
and “to”.

The Member for Mount Lorne-Southern Lakes has 28 mi
utes on the amendment.

Mr. Barr: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

I'll try not to repeat myself, but maybe just goanittle bit
more depth, if | can, and say that, once agairsettere our
family. This is my family, your extended family, oaommu-
nity. We in the north take care of each othernmember when
| first came up here. | grew up in northern Ontaia it was
common courtesy that if you saw somebody on thd,respe-
cially in the winter, you stopped and gave thenaach

I remember the Member for Klondike sitting in Momda
Services in Carcross with his friend at the timettos way to
Dawson, on the way from a trip — and he’s lookingne and
it just reminds me of this — and | believe it wasiter. | think
it was winter — Christmas, it was Christmas. We tgatalking
and sure enough nothing is open, you're not goimgvaere,
not much available in Carcross and you're tryingget to
Dawson for Christmas and the car is back up bystiramit. |
asked the Member for Klondike, “Oh, how are young@¥’

“Well, my car is —”

“Well, let's get at her.” We drove up there andrgjahe
way, you know, we just figured out if we’'d just takne nut off
each tire, because it flew off, right? There arenats. | mean,
even if you had a spare, you can't put it back sm, “Well,
geez, this is — put our heads together.” We worcggkther.
We worked together for a common goal. We thouglouafit
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and realized that we could even use the tire tleat bff and
went down in the ditch, so the Member for Klondikent and
got it. We took a nut off of each of the other thtees so all of
them had three — good enough — didn’t even havgetoa
tow or anything. They were on their way and goDawson for
Christmas.

The point of the matter is that just seems like tigét
thing to do. When | first came to the Yukon, | viakl it was
the law — and | believe it still is — that if we &sikoners see
somebody on the highway in the cold of the wintgs, our
duty to stop and help that person — even if | dorént to.
What does that say about us? That's amazing; chiemkt if
you're not sure. It might be on the books; it miglave been
taken off, but to me it sure makes sense, becaeshawe ex-
treme temperatures and we can't let people dielate that to
folks sleeping at 40 below. We have a respongjhititnot let
them die.

This is where | would like to emphasize what isegpng
now. This program is without adequate funds anch whtis
amendment, it will be topped up to the point whierEn exist
— because | am told that, at $345,000, it will nafith this
amendment, you might have a drop-in centre, but woua't
have all the rest of it. That’s not going to cutAis | was saying
about the medicine wheel, without this amendmeintrgogo-
ing to be losing a part of it. You're going to logee beginner
program. You've got to have new people coming thie pro-
gram as the ones are going on and moving on. |say that
some of the folks aren’t here because they're allyE@arr.
They've gone on to Emily Carr. They've gone on toev pres-
tigious art schools. They've gone on and decidéd) hot a
carver. I'm working in the trades. I'm in the miresve will
offer money for people to go on to university inr qaresent
system. We'll offer money to go on to college inr quesent
system. We'll offer money to go on to do trades.\Wdbes this
Yukon government not come up with the rest of theney
and, if it is not successful through the Governnm&Entanada,
guarantee that we will give the same opportuntiiethe folks
who come through these doors as ones who wanttés ear
universities, our colleges and our trades. Why Adt&t's not
unreasonable — just because maybe they don'ttéittime box
of our society that we've always had. We have gooojpinity,
once again, in the Yukon to be leaders and ad@nesssue as
we see it and not throw it out. So | would implonembers
here to vote in favour of this amendment to theiomotYes.
And spread the love.

Hon. Mr. Cathers:
forward by the Member for Mount Lorne-Southern Lskiirst
of all what | have to indicate is that the Governinef Yukon
does fund the Northern Cultural Expressions Societyact, |
have to remind the members that it was not an NDWReig-
ment or a Liberal government that provided fundfog this
organization; it was the Yukon Party governmentfdct, this
is something that we responded to some years dgiheXime
| was acting minister, signing on behalf of thedleainister,
and | signed the original contract. This is sonmaghihat we
have continued to support. We have continued tatifyethe

Yukon government’s ongoing commitment to continueding
at the same level for the Northern Cultural Expicess Society.

What | do have to draw to the member's attentiothég
what we have here is an issue which is not uncommaieal-
ing with the federal government, and has been g-&tanding
matter under federal governments of all stripese Téderal
government has a tendency sometimes to fund pragraro-
vide significant amounts of money, and then, afher initial
term of the program, treat it as a pilot projectadtboutique”
program, as they are sometimes called, withdrawfthancial
support, and leave the territorial government —pavinces,
in some cases — in the position of having to dewitiether to
keep the good work going that was being fundedsteg into
the void the federal government has left, or altber program
to not continue.

The grid option is the one we are advocating heday
through the motion brought forward by my colleagtiee
Member for Watson Lake, which is to send a vergrgjrmes-
sage to the federal government that they shouldragn their
support and not be in the situation of withdrawthgir funding
from worthwhile programming. So, again, the spec#mend-
ment put forward by the Member for Mount Lorne-Swuh
Lakes is one the government can and will support. Neve
funded, and will continue to fund, the Northern @Qtdl Ex-
pressions Society.

In response to specific comments made by the member

suggesting that the government should guaranteeiftiibe
federal government doesn't fund it, the Yukon gowveent will
pick up the slack — the member should be able tmect the
dots and figure out what the federal reaction & thould be if
the Legislative Assembly or the government werasdnd the
message to the federal government, saying, “Thaigmpor-
tant program. We want you to continue funding ut b you
don’t, we'll just pick up the slack and pay for wthau have
pulled out of.” That would be a very weak messagenfthe
Yukon Legislative Assembly.

The message the government believes we should teend
the federal government is, “It is a program thas baen sup-
ported by a great many people. This is an area avltiee
Yukon government stepped forward to fund it and ¢@stin-
ued to fund it. We are maintaining our funding la¢ existing
levels going forward. The federal government shawdt with-
draw its funding — should not back away from itspensibili-
ties in this area.”

So, again, | hope the members will join us in segdhat
signal to the federal government to continue fugdinis pro-

In speaking to the amendment putgram — find a way to fund this program under onethair

many programs and out of their much larger resautican the
territorial government, rather than sending a wieaéed mes-
sage that we’re only going to hold their feet te tlre on this
issue and only going to ask them to fund the progra

So, Mr. Speaker, again, the government will be supmm
this amendment, but | hope the members will joilinusending
a strong message to the federal government that remedly
should maintain their support for the program.
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Mr. Silver:
we would absolutely be supporting the amendmertitomo-
tion. We’d like to thank the Member for Mount LorS@uthern
Lakes for his impassioned speech today. | would ljke to
add to his story about helping me at Christmasor’'tdthink,
even if there wasn't a law, I'm sure the member Mostill
pick me up, even though he knows I'm on a diffeteaim.

Hon. Mr. Kent: I'll just speak briefly to the amend-
ment. The Government House Leader, the MinisteEradrgy,
Mines and Resources, has indicated that we wilupporting
this.

Again, the organization goes back to 2006-07, lebel
and we have had many departments support manyratitfe
projects from the Department of Justice and, ofseuthe De-
partment of Education. The figures | have in frore show that
the Education department was one of the initialdars at a
substantial amount — close to $130,000 at that.tirealth
and Social Services has funded projects, as haueisho and
Culture, the Executive Council Office and Econorbievel-
opment.

I'd like to just make a brief statement that senting all Yukoners. | am pleased to hear thatnieenbers

opposite will support this friendly amendment.

Hon. Mr. Nixon: I will also speak briefly to the
amendment brought forth by the Member for Mountnssr
Southern Lakes.

It is a real honour for me to be the Minister oiufiem and
Culture and support projects like the Northern @alt Expres-
sions. It is also a real honour to see a numbénetarvers in
the gallery today, a number of which | have known hany,
many years — Ben and Owen.

Tourism and Culture will be supporting Northern @l
Expressions in the amount right now of $345,00@a yas we
all are well aware, and with the support of my eaues, the
Minister of Health and Social Services and the Mt of
Education.

I do support this friendly amendment, but as a iptey
business owner, | know what it takes to operatesaness and
this, at the end of the day, is like operating aitess. It takes
partnerships within the community and not just goweent to
bring success to NGOs such as the Northern Cul&xptes-

Just a quick rundown of the projects that have beerions Society, which | might add is a very worthielgrogram.

funded, either multi-year or one-time funding: Jay Far pro-
ject; dugout canoe project; First Nation art ediocaproject;
additional funding for the Journey Far carver pcgj¢he Sun-
dog carving program manual has been funded; miswdus
funding for NCES; fee-for-service funding for youth attend
the program; the Totem Pole project; some tramsfi@ctivi-
ties; and then, funded through the Department afnBmic
Development, the development of a business platal Yakon
government funding for this organization is $2, 388,

There has been significant commitment made by the G
ernment of Yukon. Again, as the Member for Lake érge
indicated, we certainly want to send the messagevtle want
to make sure that Canada continues to maintairuitding
levels so that this program can continue to dogbed work
that it has been doing for the past number of yebos again,
we will be supporting this friendly amendment froine Mem-
ber for Mount Lorne-Southern Lakes.

Ms. Hanson: | rise to speak in support of this
amendment, and | will just give a quick commenthwitspect
to the Member for Lake Laberge. This is an oppotyufior us
to rise above petty partisanship. This is not andsof whether
or not it is an NDP or Liberal or Yukon Party goverent here.
This is in fact the Government of Yukon that reprgs all
Yukoners.

We present a much stronger voice and strongerymess
Ottawa when we do that in a united way. We've gbenin the
past when all parties have united in this Legistathssembly
to express our views on issues as far back asclaimds. It was
all three parties that represented this territagiaéernment in
united support of an important initiative in therritory. So, |
would encourage all of us to try occasionally serabove the
pettiness of partisanship and really talk about wig is im-
portant for us as Members of the Legislative Asdgmépre-

At the end of the day, we want this program to effec-
tively and efficiently. I'm happy to see that mylleagues on
the floor of this Legislature will support this drdly amend-
ment. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Amendment to Motion No. 197 agreed to

Speaker:  We'll continue with debate on the amended
motion.
Ms. Stick: | rise to support this amended motion be-

fore us. | know this program and I'm very familiaith many
of their staff and many of the participants, botstpand pre-
sent. These young people are fortunate to havegram that
trains, supports and guides them, but they areottes doing
the hard work in this program. They are the ones e going
out to our communities, to our schools, workinghwdifferent
people, with other young people and teaching aaiditrg them
and sharing their carving skills.

I know the support is there from the staff for thg®ung
people and for these individuals, including my reghwho
has left now. | am proud of what he has accomptisired what
he has created and continues to create. | am mfoing oppor-
tunities he has taken advantage of in this progtdrave many
pieces of his work, and it's not just because majsnephew,
but because it’s beautiful. | have some in my efficinvite any
to come down and see. | have carvings; | have gpthat he
has done, and it is all beautiful.

This program does deserve the ongoing support rofeald
eral government and our First Nation governments, this
government, too. We're all happy — we're happy ageaern-
ment to purchase the art, to display it in our kEkgure, to give
it away as gifts to dignitaries and to friends. Bt should also
be happy — no, we should be proud to support thigiram
and the community it supports. These individuabs @urr citi-
zens, our community, our friends and yes, my family
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They work hard, they try hard, and they are desgraf
financial support. We have heard about the surghiss gov-
ernment has. | say, take a small part of it, guaeait, give it to
this program — not so it can maintain the status, quit that it
can grow and offer more opportunities to more yopegple in
our communities. | don’'t want to talk about youthrigk or
those types of terms or labels we put on peoplesétare our
youth — they are my nephew; they are his friends, they are
other people’s families. Hats off to this progrand avhat it has
done for these young people. | admire it and resiwen and
feel they need our unreserved support. Thank you.

Hon. Mr. Kent:
of not only the original motion brought forward tydby the
Member for Watson Lake, but the motion as amenditul tive

it's a bilingual and bicultural program intendeditcrease the
level of Southern Tutchone content and perspeciivéke St.
Elias Community School, which is, of course, lodate the
community of Haines Junction.

That initiative was designed in collaboration withe
Champagne and Aishihik First Nations as a way ttaane the
amount of Southern Tutchone content being taugtatlt&in-
dergarten to grade 2 students in the school.

| think that is certainly a tremendous experientgarning
or First Nation programming option that comparesy/weell to
what is being offered through the carving prograat twve are
talking about here today. Of course, a northeratetyy project

It's my pleasure to speak in support is the Old Crow experiential learning that happbpsvorking

with the Vuntut Gwitchin First Nation to help imphent the
Old Crow northern experiential project for 2011-The De-

friendly amendment from the Member for Mount Lorne-partment of Education is certainly pleased to martn that. |

Southern Lakes.

I'd like to speak about this, maybe from more ofesluca-
tion perspective and how important this progran think we
need to send that message to the federal governmettat
this is more than just a carving program. | know Member
for Mount Lorne-Southern Lakes spoke about it —s &bout
experiential education, something that is extrenielgortant,
as we look to help students become successfulowkme ref-
erenced a number of students who have gone on sxlaool
beyond this program and also those who have gdodriades
and have used the life skills they learned in ghizgram to do
that.

It's a tremendous program, and I'll also offer tod/ahe
end of my remarks a perspective on how this isrdauting to
our community from a fundraising initiative thatid for the
Yukon Hospital Foundation that involved a piecewoirk from
two of the artists — two pieces of work, in fact.

When we look at the strategic plan for the Depantnus
Education, our commitment to New Horizons, we'lidia ref-
erence to experiential education, and I'll justdrélaat into the
record now. In experiential education, a studemstroicts
knowledge, value and skill from direct experience.

They can be instructed from within and outside d¢laess-
room, making use of a diversity of learning envirants. A
number of Yukon's experiential programs, such asigluArts
and Drama, and Achievement, Challenge, Environm8at;
vice, which is the ACES program, provide practidends-on
experience for students in social studies, sciemaatistic cur-
ricula. The department has developed a new expiligro-
gram with Yukon First Nation perspectives, histangd culture,
called CHAOS 9, which is Community, Heritage, Aditge,
Outdoor and Skills, which commenced in JanuaryQdf12

Again, the department continues to support theiegtpn
and integration of experiential teaching strategeall Yukon
classrooms, thus making experiential educationlaiai to all
students. | referenced other programs that aregbafiiered in
Yukon schools, but this program — originally the n8Sag
Carving program, which is now the Northern Cultugxpres-
sions Society carving program — certainly fits thiit

When we talk about the Southern Tutchone bicultprat
gram being offered by Champagne and Aishihik Riations,

have heard tremendous things about that programnthenduc-
cess, not only for the Member for Vuntut Gwitchiit a num-
ber of the people who have been involved.

One of the main instructors now living in Saskateche
has been retained by the department to developcolunm
based on this program that we can share with othdwon
schools.

There have been presentations by consultants eshect
to this program at a school-wide teachers confereeducation
summit and the Canadian Council of Ministers of &ation to
share those best practices.

We continue to work on a number of other initiatiwehen
it comes to experiential learning. One only hadattend the
bison feast recently held at Elijah Smith Schoaifdgtunately,
| was unable to make it, but the Member for WhirskeowWest
and our Premier, | believe, actually attended évant. It was a
tremendous opportunity for those students to ndy go out
and hunt the bison, but also patrticipate in thetfdaknow that,
when speaking with the principal, he was amazecderwine
carving of the meat took place, by how the studevdse so
engaged and were able to get in there. It was waugh a
hands-on experience for them when it comes to that.

Of course, we have other experiential learning oo
ties more on the academic side as well such asdikace fair.
I know it was before Christmas when we had the eisrof the
science fair come into this Chamber for a tribbeg 1 was very
pleased to give to them. | should let all membérthe House
know that those fortunate students are off to tatonal sci-
ence fair on May 12. We certainly wish them luahk¢g & know
they will represent the Yukon very well and do usyal.

Another experiential opportunity was the bridgelding
competition that was held here in Whitehorse a oud
weeks ago. The community of Carcross was very vegte-
sented. The Carcross patrticipants did well in wigrd number
of categories, including the open category. | redpleasure of
assisting with adding the weight to that bridgehihk it was
something in the 230-pound range before that bridgdch
was made of popsicle sticks and glue and a littlefodental
floss, crashed. That open category was fantastiméobecause
it was an adult and a child, so it really offerattiopportunity
for those parents to become partners in educatioprojects
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like that. Again, when we look at projects and pewgs like
that or the Northern Cultural Expressions Societyinig pro-
gram, | think they are one and the same.

They really offer a tremendous opportunity for st to
gain new skills and for adults to learn new skiltswell and to
participate in something that is very worthwhilef, @urse, |
know the Minister of Justice — and also with hispensibility
for Tourism and Culture — will speak more to thedfics of
what this program does, but I'd like to offer justittle bit of
information as to what the Department of Educatias con-
tributed since 2006-07.

| spoke briefly to this in responding to the ameedinput
forward, but the First Nations art education progia one that
has received consistent funding since the secoadofeopera-
tion through our department. The Journey Far capreject
received Education funding earlier on in the progrand we
assisted with the Sundog carving program manudlcQirse,
there is also miscellaneous funding to the sodimtynaterials
and carving workshops that are being held in ohosis.

| am very, very pleased to speak in support of tigion
as amended. It's a tremendous program.

ries abound about other activities that this orgatidn has
engaged in that help to make our community a betsre be-
yond making individuals better people, as alludedvy the
member opposite.

Again, | wanted first of all to take time to thatile Mem-
ber for Watson Lake for bringing forward this matitoday. |
think it's great; it's great to have hosted reprgatves of the
organization in the gallery here today. Again,drth the Mem-
ber for Mount Lorne-Southern Lakes for the persawaich
that he brought here because | don't think any mesni the
House is as engaged in that program as he is amdpak
with quite as much passion to this motion as he did

So, again, thank you, Mr. Speaker, for indulging amel
allowing me to really relate this to experientialueation and
the community improvements that this organizati®miaking
to help make the Yukon a better place to live. &min, thank
you to the Member for Watson Lake and thank yoalitonem-
bers for supporting this motion.

Mr. Silver: | rise to speak to amended Motion No.
197 regarding federal funding for the Northern Grat Ex-

I'll close on my experience with them — | know the pressions Society. This society gives marginaliyedth a

Member for Mount Lorne-Southern Lakes spoke very- el

guently and with a lot of passion about the valfieghs pro-
gram and how this helps to contribute to indiviguaihd helps
to change lives — | think he mentioned this inrfeisarks.

We see that, | think, through the Department of dation
with programs that are being offered at the IndiaidLearning
Centre and the Teen Parent Centre, which is anqifogiram
that is offered by the Department of Education tthe¢s ex-
actly that, which is changing lives. So | can dettarelate to
what he has mentioned.

With respect to another way that they're contribgtito
this community — a number of years ago, when | waEsi-
dent of the Yukon Hospital Foundation and workinighwthe
manager of special events for that organization,weee al-
ways trying to find new ways to raise money andwege just
beginning the campaign to purchase an MRI machore
Whitehorse General Hospital. One of the fundraisavgnts
that the manager of events came up with was songetflled
“Chair-ity”. It's not spelled the traditional wait's “Chair-ity”.
So what we did was solicit donations of plain waoddairs
and enlisted the support of a number of visuas@rtacross the
community to use their talents and manipulate tlubedrs any
way they felt would be creative and that type afigh

It didn't take very long for — | believe it was Siog
carvers at the time or perhaps it had morpheditataew title
— but we had two chairs from that organization. Tl
amount of funds raised through the auction | thhhlebout one
dozen chairs was over $15,000, so just tremendeuents like
that aren't possible without the support of théstst including
those two young carvers from the Sundog carvebglieve it
was called at the time. When we’re sending thissags to the
federal government, this program is life-changisgt®e mem-
ber opposite alluded, and it's also contributingotosr commu-
nity in other ways, such as contributing to thegbase of an
MRI machine for Whitehorse General Hospital. I'nresisto-

chance to learn essential skills that can be stpgpas they
begin to apply to them.

Participants receive direction in three key areasving
skills, business and marketing for artists, and Eihd work
skills. This introduction provides students witle ttools to be-
come successful, self-supporting artists. Oppotiesithrough
the Northern Cultural Expressions Society are paldily im-
portant in that they are provided to youth at rigkith these
new skills, these young people can rely on a pathemselves
that is real, that is tangible and that is alwayswing. As a
musician, | know that my skills are sometimes timy dhing
that | can really call my own, and attention to tngde has
made me the person | am today and I'm sure thaMieber
for Mount Lorne-Southern Lakes and the students ware in
the gallery today can attest to this as well.

f Many of the students come to the society after coesss-
ful experiences in traditional schools and workpkand it
gives them another chance to develop necessargkifis and
financial independence. As a teacher in Dawson, Cityave
referred students to this excellent program, ahdvie seen the
difference that it makes in their lives and thedwof their fami-
lies and in the community as a whole. | know fiesttl the
positive effects from these carving programs arrthady sup-
port their continued funding.

The Northern Cultural Expressions Society has éxper
enced significant funding uncertainty in recentrgedhe carv-
ers are funded by a variety of partners, includdmts Under-
ground, the Individual Learning Centre, Teslin giilnCouncil,
Kwanlin Dunn First Nations, Little Salmon, Carmacksst
Nations, and Gwich'’in Council. The Yukon governmenalso
providing funding. Last month, the Minister of T@m and
Culture spoke about the society and how his departrwas
reassuming responsibility with government for pding
$345,000 for operation and maintenance this yelae. Society
has previously received funding through the depentsh of
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Justice and Education. It would greatly relieve Hueiety's
funding uncertainty if it had a permanent relatlipswith a
government department, and it benefited from nydts fund-
ing arrangements. The Government of Canada hassaiso
ported the Northern Cultural Expressions Societgugh Ser-
vice Canada funding.

As all members are aware, significant federal btidgés
are being felt across federal departments. We extainly see-
ing the effects here in the Yukon. If the societigderal fund-
ing is actually being cut, this would be a greaslto the soci-
ety and to our communities.

This motion urges the Government of Canada to noati
funding the society, and we can certainly suppuat,tas we do
support the amendment that the territorial govemtndees the
same. The society members do good work. They t¢laeh
skills that help a selection of our young people lin ways that
are healthier and self-supporting and outside efjtistice sys-
tem.

This is good for all members of the community, wad-
yond just the students and their families. Thisiorohas our
support today. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Hon. Mr. Nixon: I'd like to thank the Member for
Watson Lake for bringing this motion forward. | wouwalso
like to thank the Member for Mount Lorne-Southeiaikes for
making the friendly amendment to this motion. Beting Min-
ister of Tourism and Culture, the lead departmenthis file,
it's really an honour to speak to this.

| spent many years working in a group home setiimg) as
a former business owner of a company that cateregbting
people, | have some experience in dealing with gopeople
from various backgrounds. Having a son with auti$ralso
know that a one-size-fits-all approach often dazswork.

In responding to the many requests that cross msi,de
am guided by our platform commitments. We have cdtach
to provide resources directly to NGOs assisting ofudes with
substance abuse and addiction issues. We also ¢
continue to work with First Nations to explore oppaities for
land-based treatment of substance abuse. | willn@ravery-
one that indeed it was the Yukon Party that iritiinded this
program.

| want to speak first to the “why” of this prograifhe vi-
sion of Northern Cultural Expressions Society i©iétp emerg-
ing artists develop the artistic, social and bussnskills re-
quired for personal success by providing opporiesitfor
young people to channel their energy to artistigregsion and
to business development. Mr. Speaker, | think shat'great
vision.

I'm a firm believer that an ounce of preventionnierth a
pound of cure. We know that young people at rist aithout
assistance sometimes get themselves into a worldoable
and that trouble can be very expensive, both tm#ietves and
society. We also know that with some assistanaesetsame
young people can become productive, contributinghbes of
society. Early intervention can and does providhetser quality
of life for both a young person and for those atbhim or her.

That brings us to the “who” of this motion — wheeahe
people involved? The first part of that answerdsfdcus on
those receiving the services. The young peopleiviagethe
services in education are typically youth at riskttlose who
excel in settings, other than the traditional dlass setting.

How do we respond to these young people in a watysth
effective? That brings us to the second part ofahswer, the
part where we talk about who is providing the smsi The
organization was founded by the owners of SundogeBe
and was originally known as the Sundog carving @y The
initial or introductory program called “Carving O&hath” was
founded in 2004 with the assistance of Service Garfianding.
This program grew rapidly, and in 2006, with thseistance of
the Government of Yukon, an advanced carving progeati-
tled the “Journey Far Project” was added for yowtio had
completed the beginner program. In 2009, the Sur@dogng
program changed its organizational structure framdeg Re-
treat Inc. to a dynamic non-profit organizationledlthe North-
ern Cultural Expressions Society.

I am given to understand that a key reason wastaim-
ing a non-profit organization would enhance the apmities
for funding. I'm hopeful that | will have enoughnrte at the end
to come back to the “who” question and talk abwet $uccess
stories from Northern Cultural Expressions Society.

Having talked about the “who”, I'd like to talk abiothe
“what”. What is the Northern Cultural Expressionscigty
carving program?

It offers life skills development for individualsh® may
be at risk. It assists in skill development for ¥aki-irst Nation
youth that creates positive leadership opportuitpgeserves
traditional practices, and helps change intergeioera pat-
terns resulting from the impacts of residentialaggb. It helps
to develop entrepreneurial skills to increase sefficiency
and confidence for artists and their families.

The organization offered four programs. The fi@&rving
Our Path, for young adults with multiple barriecs @mploy-
ment, aged 16 to 30, who were not in the schodksysand did
not have full-time employment. It was previoushynfied by
Service Canada, which is a part of the Governme@amada.
Due to lack of funding, the beginner program is catrently
being delivered and | would like to see the Govesntmof
Canada re-engage with the society as a fundingibatr.

The second, Journey Far advanced carver prografar is
high-risk youth and people with multiple barriecs émploy-
ment who have graduated from the Carving Our Petram
or who have demonstrated basic carving abilities.

The Yukon has funded this program in the past ahéhk
we are just in the process of tidying up some tetdim ad-
vised that the individual First Nations have alsovided fund-
ing to specific participants. The third is the FiNations art
education program which is targeted at elementepa stu-
dents. | would like to thank my colleague, the Mter of Edu-
cation, for providing the funding for that program.

The fourth program is the cultural resilience pctjd his
is funded through the federally funded Nationaln@iPreven-
tion Centre. It receives $482,000 per year untié&uober 30,
2014. | applaud Canada for providing $2.46 millmrer four
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years from the National Crime Prevention Centretfar cul-
tural resilience project. | truly, and | mean trufppe that they
continue to support this society.

| would now like to talk about how the program werk
Participants of the Carving Our Path and JourneypFagrams
receive a small per diem which is based on therminm wage
hourly rate. This practice has been proven to liectfe for
helping participants to access basic necessities.

| am given to understand from discussions with diee
partment officials that clients who receive the giesm would
most likely be receiving social assistance. The giem they
receive is in place of social assistance and igl asea tool to
encourage the youth’s participation in that prograbelieve it
also helps establish the work ethic of showing ng showing
up for work on time. | commend Minister Graham dnisl de-
partment for their work with these young people.

The program participants learn both carving anal diills
through one-on-one and small group programming.tha
process of teaching participants to carve, theruogtrs are
also able to establish a link with the participatitat allow
them to discuss substance abuse and other peissnes.

I'd like to mention some of the past carving prégeche
Carving Our Path project ran 44 weeks and suppaniad
young people — young people being defined as thosler 30
— as they began to carve and sell their work, sofrehich is
incredibly well done. This project was funded wasn&e
Canada.

Each intake of youth allowed for nine participaated 16
to 30, to learn carving skills, life skills, busgseplanning and
marketing skills. The program is life-changing. Ytouwho
have largely experienced failure in traditional aahor work
opportunities blossom under the individualized rdtten and
their tangible artistic success.

The Journey Far project is for more experiencederarof
all ages. It started in October of 2006 and wasgdesl to pro-
vide 2.5 years of support to the carvers. Thisqmtohas been
funded by Yukon Justice in the past, and | haveammend
the Minister of Justice for his work on that filehad a similar
structure to the Carving Our Path Program, withremater em-
phasis on advanced carving and skill developmeath Bro-
grams focused on a mix of carving skill developménisiness
and marketing skill development, life skills and nwcskills
development in order to facilitate successful caread artists.

These programs also encourage the artist to corerito
the wider community through various outreach itiies. The
First Nations art education project connects emergirtists
who serve as instructors to help Yukon First Nasturdents in
the public school system. This project began inoBet 2007
and is funded by the First Nations Programs andnPeships
unit, Yukon Department of Education.

School students from six schools attend the stadob are
taught by more experienced carving participantseséhmen-
tor-artists encourage students to build on théénta early and
to stay engaged in school. I'm told that both thedents and
the mentors find this project very rewarding.

One part of the program is to encourage young @&opl
entrepreneurial skills. These young carvers’ raofartwork

includes masks, prints, panels, plaques, rattlesidles and
bowls. This work has been sold locally, nationalhd interna-
tionally. I'm told beginner pieces sell in the rangf $25 to
$125 and advanced carvers sell their work anywtesm
$1,000 to $5,000, depending on the size and contplekthe
piece. I'm also advised that companies from outsidéon
have contacted the program about establishingwdaegupply
for art retail operations.

The participants have been featured in four galtgrgws
at Arts Underground in Whitehorse. Individual pepants
have also participated in a variety of other shawd sales and
in stores and galleries in Yukon, Alaska and Vareoul think
that speaks clearly to the quality of work beingdurced.

I'd now like to mention the canoe project. Thisahxed a
number of young males who participated in a 10-weeh-
stance-free intensive carving program. It took plan an is-
land in the Yukon River between Whitehorse and Lake
berge. By moving forward together, they carved @anming
traditional-style canoe. They started out with ayviarge log
and they slowly but steadily carved it out over ihiervening
weeks. Following the completion of the canoe, ttaok it for
its initial voyage down the Yukon River. The cartwes been
displayed in the past at the Canada Games Cenbrgevér, it
will be permanently fixed in the Kwanlin Dun CulalirCentre
on the Yukon River waterfront. There is a DVD doantary
of this journey available. | own it; | purchasea tbVD and |
attended the documentary event at the Yukon Art#ré€elt’s
an incredible journey.

As | spoke with those involved with the project -erree of
whom are Yukon government employees; some are {saoén
kids in the program; some of them are the youngleeim the
program — | was impressed with how frequently | rdethe
words “life-changing” to describe that program. [Asok over
their website, | see that one of their Tlingit s/ started out
as a student and is now an instructor for the megiprogram.
One of his masks was presented as a gift to theePMinister
and another commissioned by the Canada Winter Gatost
Society. This artist represented Yukon artists tnipato Russia
in March 2008. Aside from his artistic accomplismise he is
now a responsible father and homeowner and providies
modelling and leadership to the youth.

A Kwanlin Dun carver presented his “Dancing Wolfin
to the Governor General in 2007 during her visiti® Sundog
Retreat carving studio in Whitehorse. He has hadnurk se-
lected for the cover of the Northwestel phone book.

Another Tlingit carver presented a mask to the Gowe
General at a state dinner during her 2007 viskittehorse.
Some of the artists have been invited to providaalestrations
at Arts in the Park in Whitehorse and some havegmed to
national Parks Canada staff gatherings. | knowdbate of the
artists were at Winterlude in Ottawa a few years, agd | also
understand that the Yukon permanent art collegiimchased a
beautiful mask featuring porcupine quills.

In closing, I'd like to reiterate a comment | maelarlier
that it takes partnerships with the community, just govern-
ment, to bring success to NGOs like Northern Calttixpres-
sions Society, a very worthwhile program, and wentwihis
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program to run effectively and efficiently. | bele this pro-
gram has been successful in its goals, and | keles should
all support this motion. Thank you.

Hon. Ms. Taylor: It is indeed my privilege to rise to-
day to speak in support of this motion, as amended,!’'d like
to thank the Member for Watson Lake for bringingafard this
motion and also the member opposite for bringinghfahe
amendment.

A lot has been said today, and | do not want todpeti-
tive, so | am going to do my very best to reallfleet upon
some of my own personal experiences with this aer pro-
gram and how | have seen it evolve over the years.

When | was Minister of Tourism and Culture, | réaat
flecting upon every time there would be an operoh@n art
exhibit, whether it be Arts Underground, or the OBAllery in
Dawson City, or the Yukon Arts Centre, or othercela— and
| would often reflect, and I still am of the viewat, when it
comes to the arts, the arts have this powerfuitph trans-
form the way we think. They have the power to cleaagalter
the way we view the perspectives that we hold abounitia-
tive or an issue. | can say that, when it comesitoparticular
program, the arts have and continue to have théityato
transform lives.

This | have come to know to be true over the ydawgas
looking back and I recall the program was commerizzak in
2006-07. It started as a vision and certainly haistinoued to
evolve over the years, since it was first initiatéctertainly
thank and commend all of those who had the visfamd |
won't go through the names of the individuals wlavén been
involved because there are many. Also, | want togaize my
predecessors and colleagues: John Edzerza, whedsaw
Minister of Education, and also the Minister of tlues at that
time, who was Marian Horne, as well as our formezniter,
Premier Fentie, for their leadership, and for tgkihat leap of
faith on a program such as this.

It was perhaps not proven at the time, but it wery much
a vision of some to invest in individuals and inviesan expe-
riential form of education and reach out to a numdfeindi-
viduals who, for one reason or another, may notehbeen
reached through other traditional, conventionaif®iof educa-
tion in the past.

| recall when that program first came about. | knihat
the Government of Yukon chose to initially contitijust over
$100,000 for the Journey Far carver project at tina¢, as it
was once known. Of course, now we see that the Y gay-
ernment’s contribution has grown to $345,000, asuisently
reflected in this year’s budget and in previousdaid.

It's a very unique initiative. It combines trainiagd well-
ness, in support of individuals becoming self-sudint in their
communities and achieving a better quality of lifehas been a
tremendous success, and | don’t think there is dispute
among members here today, as we have all heard.

It has provided opportunities for many, many of gauth
over the years, some of whom were here in the latgi® ear-
lier today, such as Duran Henry and William Call@ghThey
are stellar examples of individuals who entered firagram,

probably taking their own leap of faith, as welhdaprobably
saw their lives transformed. Now, today, you hdagreat suc-
cess stories. Some of those initial, original stusldhave now
become master carvers. They have carried on thesujis at
Emily Carr University, for example — tremendous ®gs
stories. It's programs such as that — and othegnaras, |
might add — the Individual Learning Centre, for exae, an-
other initiative that was brought forward by theewous
Yukon Party government as another uniqgue meandfefiragy
education to those who may not have received eiduncat
through the conventional means, so to speak. Bahlsay that
it has been a tremendous success and has evotyreficsintly
over the years. As a result of that success, itafss attracted
and leveraged other sources of funding, one ofettesng the
Government of Canada.

I know a lot has been said on the floor of the Eegure
about different funding sources coming through @wvern-
ment of Canada, whether it was through the crinevgntion
strategy or other forms of funding, and that togasd.

| think it's really important that, sometimes, oti@e
funding — these “boutique” programs, as the formikA for
Klondike used to refer to them years ago — it's amant to
continue to take that leap of faith and to invesstable, ongo-
ing funding and I'm pleased to see that Yukon goment has
continued.

| recall that the first three-year funding came -thihk it
was back in 2009, if I'm not mistaken — and it veamounced
at that time that we would invest $345,000 for eafthe next
three fiscal years and that was to help continwk teetp grow
the Journey Far carver program, and whether it\gaacng
skills in carving, marketing — you know, essentigflaving
the way for carvers to ensure their future sucesssdividuals
who contribute to our economy, who contribute imeaning-
ful way to the quality of life as we know it and, doing so —
you know, contributing to their own personal weliae

I know that having spoken to individuals like Wélih and
like Duran over the years has much touched me anched
many others, to be sure. | had the privilege ohdeible to
visit the dugout canoe project some years ago \itheas first
initiated, along with the Chief of the Kwanlin Diirst Nation,
Mike Smith, at that time. | remember arriving —wiés a beau-
tiful day; it was a very warm day, to be sure. Eheere lots of
bugs, but the weather was fantastic. | rememberirgpeiown
the river and all of a sudden it was like the watgpened, and
there in fact was this place where it was verytingi There
were a number of the participants who were waitimgre for
us and pulled us in.

I remember we arrived and just climbed up a bithef hill
to get to the actual — there was a shelter tha¢mm/the dug-
out canoe. By the time that we had arrived théneas a really
exciting time because these participants, thesdents, had
been there for quite awhile, and | was surpriseticat intact
each of these participants were, because they bed there
without any another contact with their familiestbeir friends
over the course of that time. It was a very exgittime, be-
cause it was about the time just prior to the bighof the ca-
noe itself. | recall hearing about this, and of rseuit was a
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very spiritual ceremony, one which | did not hake privilege
of taking part in because that was to take plapeugple of days
thereafter, but to hear firsthand from the mastever himself,
who was leading the project, and hear the expezent each
of these participants and all that they have cbuted to the
project unfolding — it was not just an investmanttie project
and in the canoe, it was an investment — it walyreastory
about the lives of these individuals.

| just recall seeing when we arrived that the camas full
of these wood chips and of course the smell of cadd en-
thralled or encompassed all of us. It was a veisitsal time
because they were about to take these wood chigstheay
were about to — as soon as they had completedighend out
of the project, so to speak, and it was a procésdigging.
Sometimes they would reach a crevice. At one timeeard
directly, first-hand, that a piece of the canoe hatlually bro-
ken off and it was a setback, but you know, duthédetermi-
nation and through learning and through skills \whinade
them stronger carvers, they were able to put tiiaiive back
together.

Of course the project, though, evolved to the poirat
they were ready to give birth to this project —the canoe. So
by taking all of these chips and literally burnitige chips and
then, of course, filling the empty canoe thereaftith water
and then sealing it and heating it so that it cdaitth itself; it
could expand — and certainly it did.

It was tremendous and of course everyone’s expestat

was how far the canoe was going to move. In tura, chips
that were going to be burned, as was later toldhleypartici-
pants, each of those chips spoke to really a flifthe partici-
pants’ members who may have passed, who may hdfezesli
from abuse, who may have suffered from addictionst may
have represented an experience in their life. dilyewas a
privilege and a significant project and | just wamtcommend
them for that.

| also want to add that we were very pleased tdritnrie
to that as well, in addition to the ongoing dollarsbut it's that
initiative in itself that those participants care$seom beginning
to end and take a piece of them and to learn schrmuare
about their lives; to learn so much more about wttbey've
come from and where they want to go.

That canoe, | was very pleased to see later on,measd
to the Yukon Arts Centre. As the Minister of Justjast al-
luded as well, it was later showcased in a docuamgnpro-
duced by Allan Code. | think Allan Code did juss@perb job
of interviews and really collecting the entire g, not just
about building a canoe, but about all the stotted tvent with
it and how that was showcased almost a year agongoup
this fall. It's that kind of story that keeps paipiants and key
programs like this alive and well. It has beena pivilege to
see it evolve. In fact, | know that it being houseithin the
Kwanlin Dun Cultural Centre was always the visiohtloe
Kwanlin Dun First Nation. | recall having the opparity to
tour Haida Gwaii and see first-hand, with eldemsfrKwanlin
Dun and Champagne and Aishihik First Nations ag, wekee
their vision and to put together their vision oéithrespective

cultural centres and see first-hand the culturaitree that
evolved there as well.

The elders shared with me at that particular ettegit vi-
sion of seeing the homecoming of the dugout carsoanaex-
ample of what could actually transpire. Speakingettaliza-
tion of the culture of those peoples who have Best) and that
is what investments not only this program, but streents in
infrastructure like the Kwanlin Dun First Nationsii@iral Cen-
tre, which has been a great partnership all albpgt want to
make reference to that again, | am very pleasexbtoit back
where it belongs, and it was great to have seatsd on the
water as well and to have it seen it actually chome.

The Minister of Education has also made referenca t
number of other programs that we have helped investver
the years that have perhaps not been as exparsexdemsive
as the dugout canoe or perhaps in this progratogdither, but
the carving facility at Carcross — that is a treohams facility
that was developed in partnership with the Carefi@gsish
First Nation and the Yukon government as part efdfforts to
improve the waterfront, but also to serve as aetacexpand
capacity and training initiatives provided by Filstion mem-
bers themselves.

We’'ve heard about the bison feast, of course, ghuhk if
anyone has not had the opportunity to take pathénactual
annual bison feast held at Elijah Smith, | encoarageryone
to do so, because it's quite an experience andhathesd pride in
those students’ faces, as well as the teachertharstories that
go with those experiences, are bar none.

| know there have been investments when it comé3ldo
Crow. There’s the bicultural program, as well, deted
through Education in collaboration with Champagmnel &i-
shihik First Nations; Académie Parhélie, throudhcble Emi-
lie Tremblay — those are all examples of experangro-
grams that we continue to deliver in collaboratéond partner-
ship with our partners in Education and | commelneht as
well.

It's unfortunate | don’t have a lot of extra timesee I'm
running out of time. But | do want to just say tkiais program
that we're talking about today has and continueprimduce
significant positive outcomes, which is why our gownent
has supported its operation through a number oflifign
sources over the past six years and continues tk with the
board on seeing its vision through, as well. Agaiwpuld like
to thank all of the departments who have helpedsthgety
over the years, but most importantly, I'd like ts§ commend
and congratulate all of the participants and theyradividu-
als who have contributed to the success of theranagThank
you.

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: I'd also like to thank and com-
mend the Member for Watson Lake for bringing thistion
forward and the Member for Mount Lorne-Southern éskor
bringing the love to this motion. The Northern Qudl Expres-
sions Society — of course, we know, it evolved frtora Sun-
dog Retreat, and their mission was the same addtday. The
mission is to provide opportunities for our youngople to
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channel their energy to artistic expression ang lwekak the
cycle of substance abuse.

This motion that we speak to today can send a gtnoes-
sage to the Government of Canada that it is arctéfée pro-
gram in our territory to help young folks breakefref the bad
life cycle and embrace the position to turn thaie$ around
through this.

| want to speak to the importance of helping pedytp
themselves. The program offered by the Northerrtucall Ex-
pressions Society helps people under 30 who hdfieutties
in life — abusive lifestyles and relationships —diying them
a focal point for their energies and open up neyoojpinities
and provide them with the skill sets to create saltlartwork.

Self-reliance begets self-confidence; self-confaerbe-
gets responsibility; responsibility begets selfarete. This is a
healthy cycle that many of us as parents try t@ ungr children
into. Often we don’t have the tools or understagdifi how to
guide other human beings, even if they are our ohildren,
into a healthy set of behaviours and a healthgtijie. Even if
we do, we aren’t always successful. In the end,yneople
end up in a negative cycle of abuse — physical @bamo-
tional abuse, substance abuse. These people m&awvetthe
self-confidence to take care of themselves.

They become reliant on others. They give up thpoesi-
bilities for themselves and for other aspects efrtlives. This
lack of responsibility leads to lack of respect themselves
and the people and things around them. Again, dble of re-
spect leads to abuse, and the negative lifestylérages.

Programs such as this and some of the other pragtiaa
have come out that we've been talking about todayod ut-
most importance. The Northern Cultural ExpressiSosiety
starts to break this cycle by focusing the energtyon abuse
and destruction, but on creativity and creationicils impor-
tant. After the initial expression of positivityhe participants
realize that their energy created something thathep sup-
port themselves. They can show that selling thesiml pro-
vide for them to feel responsible and respectece Hitial
break from their bad life cycle has carved — no mtended
— a new path to a healthy lifestyle. Programs sagkthese —
the ones offered by the Northern Cultural ExpressiSociety
— are far more productive to the individuals of @arcieties
than simply providing welfare or housing and food.

Those latter acts enable a bad life cycle to cometiriuel-
ling it forward. These programs — Carving Our Paitid Jour-
ney Far — break those cycles and bring people buheir
funk and into a productive society.

| want to speak a little bit about carving and #ne A lot
of this is about tradition. It is about First Natidradition,
whether it be carving, whether it be beadwork, Wwbetit be
sewing some of the potlatch vests we see people aed our
members wear in the House — | was very impressexeoon

the 28" anniversary of the Champagne and Aishihik First Na

tions bonspiel that they got Mr. John Burdek to edmack and
carve the trophies. He carved the trophies for gjethrey are
beautiful. | have one in my office — a paddle thatcarved.
He is an excellent person and a role model forratiembers.

Ron Chambers, who is a very good friend of mine and
respected citizen, is a carver. Some of his carinmgements
and some of the stuff that he has, he uses for noatiyral
events. | have a set of beaded mukluks that mydgnather
got from Grandma Marge many years ago, and theg lramy
office. Some of this stuff is incredible art. Mastit, you can-
not put a value on it because it is traditional art

I commend this motion. | voiced my thoughts on ¢hikit
and | urge the Government of Canada to contindmamcially
support this Northern Cultural Expressions Society.

Speaker: If the member now speaks, she will close
debate on the motion as amended.
Does any other member wish to be heard?

Ms. McLeod: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, and thank
you to the Member for Mount Lorne-Southern Lakes His
amendment. Certainly | appreciate the Governmentuikon
doing its part to see this good work carry on amthélp these
young people and old alike. | just wanted to expmay thanks
to the members of the Legislature. Let’s vote.

Speaker:  Are you prepared for the question?

Some Hon. Members:  Division.

Division

Speaker:  Division has been called.
Bells

Speaker: Order please. This is on the motion, as
amended. Mr. Clerk, please poll the House.

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: Agree.

Hon. Mr. Cathers: Agree.

Hon. Ms. Taylor: Agree.

Hon. Mr. Graham: Agree.

Hon. Mr. Kent: Agree.

Hon. Mr. Nixon: Agree.

Ms. McLeod: Agree.

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: Agree.

Hon. Mr. Dixon: Agree.

Mr. Hassard: Agree.

Ms. Hanson: Agree.

Mr. Tredger: Agree.

Ms. Moorcroft: Agree.

Ms. White: Agree.

Ms. Stick: Agree.

Mr. Barr: Agree.

Mr. Elias: Agree.

Mr. Silver: Agree.

Clerk: Mr. Speaker, the results are 18 yea, nil nay.

Speaker: The yeas have it. | declare the motion, as
amended, carried.

Motion No. 197 agreed to as amended

Motion No. 198
Clerk: Motion No. 198, standing in the name of Mr.
Hassard.
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Speaker:
Nisutlin:

THAT this House urges the Yukon Government to suppo

development of the agriculture sector with actimcduding:

(1) working with farmers and industry associatiamgud-
ing the Yukon Agricultural Association and the Gerw of
Organic Food Yukon to implement the Agriculture kHYlear
Development Plan;

(2) developing a “Yukon-Grown Food Policy” aimet
significantly increasing the production and use locally-
grown vegetables, meat and food products;

(3) supporting the development of agriculture rasfruc-
ture that improves food security, facilitates ascts market,
and encourages local production of food;

a

It has been moved by the Member for Pelly-one road out, there are serious concerns aboutethgrity of

Yukon’s food supply on multiple levels.

There are certainly examples in the past of empgives
at grocery stores throughout the Yukon due to msfrart truck
breaking down or having an accident during extremieter
conditions.

Mr. Speaker, there’s a strong, intelligent and peegive
agricultural community that has been working tisslg on the
strategic vision that will require some action be part of this
government. In fact, there are proactive consumére are
making a conscious choice to buy locally grown fmoelany
are working to build on partnerships and are cngatarmers’
markets, buying clubs, cooperatives and commuratgdens or
greenhouses. We can support this momentum in hgildi

(4) supporting the development of local markets fo sustainable Yukon food system. To put this all énspective,

Yukon agriculture products through measures indgdsup-
porting the operation of the Fireweed Community késrand

(5) working with Yukon farmers to conduct agricuéil
research.

Mr. Hassard:
lege to rise today and speak to Motion No. 198 adion to
support the development of the agricultural sector.

If we are to know where we are headed going in&ofth
ture, one only needs to look back on our past. Yiukgricul-
ture came from humble beginnings in the mid-1808gmthe
Hudson Bay Company traders grew the earliest Ywdgncul-
ture crops as they tried to augment their insudfitisupplies at
the time. This then rose to peak production dutirgKlondike
Gold Rush, when farmers prospered with a boominmufadion
and limited transportation of goods into the teritby storing
and marketing their produce through the late falil avinter.
Until the mid-1950s, farms around Dawson City, Maatd
along the Yukon River produced healthy crops ofetalyles
and hay, delivered economically by a fleet of stdreelers.
Today, according to the Yukon Agricultural Assowmat there
are approximately 160 farms in operation througttbetterri-
tory. Add to this community gardens and greenhouse®m-
munities such as Dawson City, Haines Junction, @eks
Pelly Crossing, Whitehorse and Teslin, with mu#tigommu-
nity gardens throughout the city.

| would remiss if | did not mention my own hometowh
Teslin where the First Nations youth engaged imm@raunity
food security project that included interviews wélders, Tes-
lin Tlingit citizens, outfitters and youth alike.

Farming north of 60 presents special farming opputies
and obstacles. Although southern imports may béeabla at
lower costs, several farms locally raise pestidiée-and free-
range foods for prices lower than imported orgdnimd. The

total sales of Yukon products in 2006 was $4.19ioni] while
the cost of production was $4.75 million. Essehtialve had
producers who were subsidizing consumers. It's ttmeurn
the corner and support the Yukon Agricultural Asatien and
the Growers of Organic Food Yukon in the developnuérthe

Mr. Speaker, it's a pleasure and a privi- multi-year development plan as well as a grown-irkdh

brand.

If you have toured the Fireweed Market in the sumasel
have, you would see that there is an amazing miegétables,
meats and various other foods, all Yukon grown. €rmvds
are a testament to the support the agriculturesimnginas from
Yukoners. This government is proud to have supgdotte
development of the agriculture industry in the pastd | am
proud to be part of a government who will continaesupport
this key sector in the development of Yukon’s ecopo

I look forward to hearing from all members of thissem-
bly today, as | believe this is an important motemd truly
deserves input from all. Thank you in advance fouarytime
and input, and | hope to see unanimous supportaifdd No.
198.

Mr. Tredger: I'd first like to acknowledge the Agri-
culture branch. There is a committed group of peophd they
have done a marvellous job in preparing this. Bpent some
time on the webpage. I'd like to just point out auple of
things that | would like to commend them for.

They have just released information. I'd like tongmatu-
late them on that. It is 25 years now that therimfation has
been circulated to Yukoners. It's kept them abredistecent
things in agriculture and it has very well done.

I have also availed myself of much of the resedineth the
Yukon Agriculture branch has taken part in. | knqayticu-
larly out at my place, | have several varietiesaspberries that
were experimented with and recommended by the Aljuie

reportStrengthening Yukon Local Foedmpleted in 2010 was branch. | attended the Gunnar Nilsson and Mickesnin&rs

prepared by the Canadian Centre for Community Rahesith

funding from the community development fund andaggeto
the importance of decreasing our reliance on fbad is trans-
ported from southern jurisdictions and farms thodsa of
kilometres away. The term used in the report dbssrthis as
an “oil addicted food supply”. With the price ofggeontinuing
to increase at break-neck pace and with only oad in and

Research Forest. They had a research demonsteattbsome
plots that contribute to agriculture. | know margople who
are small-scale as well as large-scale — people wubidk in
the agriculture industry who took part in that drae profited
from the research that was done.

I would also like to commend them for the master- ga
dener’s course they are putting on and acknowl|¢daeit has
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helped many people get introduced to the industd/l@zecome
part of the agricultural production in the Yukonné&caveat
there: 1 would like to ask that they begin to wavkh rural

Yukoners a little more on those. Sometimes we gétit&y
horse-centric and we don’t think of what’s happgnin rural

Yukon, and I'll speak to that a little bit later &igelates to ag-
riculture as a whole in the Yukon.

Also, the Yukon agricultural land link, where thbgve
begun an internship where people can work on the #nd get
supported by the Department of Agriculture, andpteavho
have various endeavours in the agriculture industeyable to
connect with people who want to learn about workimgthe
land and get involved in the agriculture industigd that has
been very beneficial to a number of people.

I would like to also commend the people of the Yuko
who are involved in the agriculture industry. | baveen in-
spired by them. They believe in what they do. They com-
mitted to it — to growing and providing good andatiey food
to Yukoners. The people | have met, who have beeoled
in the agriculture industry in the Yukon, have beery serious
about it. They are independent people; they areghidul; they
educate themselves; they have developed a lifestytethey
are committed to it, and we as Yukoners have maocthank
them for.

We in the New Democratic Party support the intdrthis
motion, which is furthering the development of Yuak®agri-
cultural sector. We particularly agree with theddaerm goals
of food security and of food sovereignty. Food siégis when
all people at all times have access to sufficisafe and nutri-
tious food to maintain a healthy and active lif@o8 sover-
eignty is the right of people to healthy and cultiyr appropri-
ate food produced through ecologically sound arslasuable
methods and their right to define their own foodl agricul-
tural systems.

This vision is inspiring to us and history inspires, as
well. During Yukon’'s Gold Rush of 1898, we know tthe
gardens in the Dawson area provided a lot of foattre by
thousands of miners. Similarly, years later, thatééh Keno
Hill miners ate a good amount of local produce. Ndge some
statistics about Yukon food growing dated from 200%e
know we’ll soon have updated numbers.

But it's pretty impressive what the Yukon Agricuku
branch is doing and what the people of the Yukan dwoing.
About one to two percent of the food we eat comes fhere.
Much of our produce is hay. Of course, that goesaises, so
it doesn’t count as people food. Yukon buying cluteske up
almost one percent of food sales. We have aboutfdrsis in
the territory, and they average 60 acres in sibeodghout the
Yukon — and | know | can speak particularly for mmea —
people have been involved in agriculture for maegrg. | like
to think of the people in Mayo, the people in Pelyd Car-
macks, the people along the Pelly River and thev&teRiver
valleys, and the people in Dawson as central tortileon agri-
cultural industry. Many of them are small scalet sbome of
them are large commercial outfits — or larger —sk uhe
word “large” a little bit judiciously. The Pelly Rér Ranch has
been operating since the mid-50s under the cuowgners.

They have been operating since the gold rush; 1885
when it was first established. At that time, thegravproviding
grazing and it was a stop-over place for horsegerLan, it
became a place to fatten up cattle so they wouldngthe river
boats to Dawson and help feed the miners. The mowners,
the Bradleys, have lived there since the mid-1930wy are
raising primarily cattle, chickens and vegetabl@siécal mar-
kets. | have learned a lot from them as my homeeiy close
to theirs. | have spent a lot of time sharing s®nvith Hugh
and learning about agriculture in the Yukon. In Mdkere are
a number of farmers in the area, one of whom — RMpase
— has contributed a lot to the Yukon Agriculturads®ciation
and has participated in many of the visioning eisex that
have taken place. In Carmacks they have developgeen-
house; the Little Salmon-Carmacks First Nation hasked
with people in the area and Agriculture Yukon tovelep a
very successful — it's about 12 years old. Theypucing
local produce that is shared among the people oh&eks and
in the First Nation.

Community markets are growing up, not just, asrie
tion mentions, in the Fireweed Community Markett there
has also been a Stewart Valley Community MarkeeyTtper-
ate once a month through the summertime, beginimirigay
and through into September. They've been very ssfuk
There are a number of spinoffs from that. For @esple real-
ize, yes, it is possible to grow and produce oumn daod.
There’s an educational aspect to it, too. Peopdeestiarieties.
People learn that healthy, viable food can be grdamviihe
Yukon and more and more people are starting thdb t

Many of the operations, as | mentioned, are sndles
and with small-scale operations comes a couplengrtant
points to consider. When | talk to people in myaarhey are
concerned about a couple of things. One is coldgt | know
that the department has worked with a number opleed
would encourage them to keep working with them ¢wetiop
cold storage facilities so that small-scale peama produce
goods, have them kept over, and they are available.

A second concern for people in my area is the aldeav-
ing a feed lot abattoir set up. | haven't heard anyouncement
on it yet, but | noticed that an order-in-couneidliocated some
land alongside the Klondike Highway, or the MaycaBpthat
could in the future be turned into an abattoir, &ndok for-
ward to that.

I'll just recite a story that my friend Dale Braglevas tell-
ing me about, in terms of production of meat. Cuttye they
do their slaughtering at their ranch. That meantheust be
kept in cold storage and delivered as in farm gates.

What that means is that because they are a disteme
the market, he has to put it into his refrigeratedk and drive
into Whitehorse, go door to door to sell it to bisstomers and
deliver it to his customers. This usually takes tamywhere
between two weeks and one month before he can dbat’s
far too long for a working farmer to be away froms farm. If
there were an abattoir and feedlot set up in arakeatea, he
could drop those off, they could be finished, stgeged and he
would not have to be there to go through the pmces sure
that's what the Agriculture branch and the MinistéEnergy,
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Mines and Resources is looking at when they reghestezon-
ing. So | look forward to that.

We noticed a slight change between Motion No. 2and
ing in the name of Minister Cathers, and Motion N®8,
standing in the name of Mr. Hassard, where inciekasaual
funding has been replaced with —

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

Mr. Tredger:
ring to Motion No. 25, standing in the name of Member for
Lake Laberge, and Motion No. 198, standing in tame of the
Member for Pelly-Nisutlin.

Increased funding has been replaced with suppottieg
operation of — we in the New Democrats would liketake
this opportunity to say we are in favour of supjmgrtall of our
community markets. They contribute much more to cam-
munities than just food and other agricultural prctd; they are
educational, cultural and social hubs. The marketStewart
Valley — the Stewart Valley community market is bare
example. | am sure that there is a farmer’'s mark&@awson
City, and again | have heard good things abous itvell. We
do have more than one community market.

| also would like to reiterate my request for aatuper-
spective to be included when developing the tewisoagricul-
tural sector. This means consideration should gelthe dis-
tance from market, impacts on the time for the lldaemers,
the cost of transport and the freshness. | nohieé 70 percent
of Yukon’s current agricultural land is located kit 100
kilometres of Whitehorse.

| believe that with some work this could be expahde
know most of the requests for land are for landhie White-
horse area. | believe a large part of that is theemess to mar-
ket. Providing a working abattoir and a cold sterdgcility
would go a long way to allowing areas like Watsoaké,
Mayo-Tatchun and Dawson to develop an agricultumaistry.

We believe in the development of the agricultuesdtsr on
both a small and a large scale. I've also wondédrednsidera-
tion has been given to developing incentives taease mar-
kets, like at mines. We know now that many of opermting
mines and our larger exploration outfits are hawimgjr food
trucked in all the way from Edmonton. It's not eveging pur-
chased locally. It's being purchased in Edmontod &acked
right to the mine site. Not long ago, United Kenil benefited
from a thriving agricultural industry in the Maycea.

That again, with some incentives, may be able toese
placed. We could build on Yukon’s proud historyfeéding
miners in Dawson and Keno. We can do something thies
again.

Development of Yukon’s agricultural sector brings the
issue of land use planning. It is critical that tamd — limited
as it is that is agriculture-friendly — be set as&hd reserved
for agricultural production. Lack of a land usemlay default,
is encroaching on much of our agricultural land. e inter-
ested in the status of land distribution for agtime and won-
der whether areas or targets have been identified.

Having said that, | would like to propose an ameadtie
made and I'm not quite sure of the order — do Or#as into
the record and then people get copies of it?

My apologies, Mr. Speaker. | was refer-

Amendment proposed

Mr. Tredger: I move

THAT Motion No. 198 be amended by:

(1) adding the phrase “First Nation governmentsiveen
the words “farmers”, and “and” in the first claugem (1); and
by

(2) adding the words, “that does not include ompote in
any way the use of genetically engineered or medifeed or
organisms” after the word “research” in item (5).

Speaker:  Order please. The amendment is in order. It
has been moved by the Member for Mayo-Tatchun

THAT Motion No. 198 be amended by:

(1) adding the phrase “First Nation governmentsiMeen
the words “farmers”, and “and” in the first claugem (1); and
by

(2) adding the words, “that does not include ompote in
any way the use of genetically engineered or medifeed or
organisms” after the word “research” in item (5).

Mr. Tredger: On item (1) adding “First Nation gov-
ernments” to the groups, | think almost speaksit&sif, but |
would like to add a few things. The history of fang in the
Yukon has included First Nations. | know that ie thelly area,
the Faircloughs were one of the first farmers atRielly River
Ranch. | know the Van Bibbers had extensive maglketiens
and many people in Pelly were gardeners and prdwédiet of
the produce for the town at one point. It was Fitstions in
Carmacks — the Little Salmon-Carmacks First Natierwho
developed a greenhouse in conjunction with Yukomicdy
ture. They have worked very closely with Yukon Agtture to
develop and show how having a greenhouse is viable.

I know I've had interest expressed from all thréestiNa-
tions in my area. The Na Cho Nyak Dun, the Litten$on-
Carmacks and the Selkirk First Nations have allresged an
interest in encouraging their citizens to get ithte agriculture
field and ways that they can support them. | knbat tafter
seeing the success that Little Salmon-Carmacks thedSel-
kirk First Nation is currently working on a greenise devel-
opment and have, indeed, operated it for a yetwomnow.

The second aspect, involving First Nations earlgigtus-
sions around agriculture, is that they're majord@anners in
the area. The First Nation governments have say setle-
ment lands, and they also have an interest in -lthge a say
over category A and B lands, and they have anestén their
traditional territories. | believe there have besmme disputes
in the past. Those may be alleviated to a certaiang by in-
volving the First Nations early on to arrive atwg@ns and the
identification of what land is available and whatuld be ap-
propriate for agricultural use.

On the second item, a few years ago, close to 1YI00
oners petitioned the Yukon government to keep Yukea of
any genetically engineered seed or any geneticathgified
animals. Today another Yukon farmer is circulatingetition
with a similar goal: to keep GE and GMO technolsgfar
away from the Yukon. In the future, being GE-freaynwell
become a research advantage. | know the Departofiexgri-
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culture has put quite a bit of effort into marketia Yukon
brand and a Yukon-grown brand on produce that cdinoes
the Yukon. This is commendable, and it has a distuvan-
tage to Yukoners, but also many parts of the wdfldie con-
tinue to keep genetically modified produce out eé tYukon,
we can then label ourselves as genetically modified and
the Yukon brand will benefit from that. If | look &he Multi-
Year Development Plan for Yukon Agriculture andiAgod,

Secondly, the other amendment proposed by the nrembe
referred to research and began talking about getigtiengi-
neered or modified seed organisms. Again, whatrtwa em-
phasize to the member is that Yukon governmentoiscar-
rently funding and has no plans to fund researtdtae to ge-
netically modified or engineered products. The és#iat the
member is tying into this of the idea of making 6uka ge-
netically modified organism-free zone is one thas lbeen a

2008-12 which was developed in 2007-08, it states, “Whilevery divisive issue within the Yukon’s farming coranity. It

support for a genetically modified organism-fre@eds gener-
ally mixed, there is strong support for this cor¢garticularly
among the organic and market garden participantiseoindus-

try.”

is one where the government continues to suppanefes on
either side of this issue, trying to reach commougd on this
matter. We think that a divisive approach or apphoavith
whichever side gets the most signatures on a @etdbesn'’t

The opportunity may help to distinguish Yukon-grown deal with the real issues and concerns of those wader

products at the consumer level and possibly opeopportuni-

ties for production and trade with other GMO-frgeas. This
motion doesn’t speak to making a GMO-free area. Mtdoes

is to say that does not include or promote in any the use of
genetically engineered or modified seed or orgasismre-

search. Thank you.

Hon. Mr. Cathers: In speaking to the amendment, |
appreciate the intent of the Member for Mayo-Tatci this;
however, we will not be supporting the amendmemtlairge
part because the approach that was brought foraaddout-
lined in the motion by the Member for Pelly-Nisatiis reflec-
tive of dialogue that has gone on with farmers #n#oners in
this area.

It is something that is reflecting the spirit of athwe
committed to certainly in proceeding when re-eléd@ gov-
ernment. The insertion the member has proposedrsif Na-
tion governments in the role related to the mudtaydevelop-
ment plan does not really reflect the details dftthlan and
how that role would occur.

What | would point out to the member is that we énav
worked with First Nation governments on projectchsias
community greenhouses in Haines Junction, onetheathen
chief and re-elected chief, Chief James Allen, baxlight for-
ward as a request to me at the time for governrparticipa-
tion joining that First Nation’s funding of the pect. We did
fund that.

We have also worked to support the agriculturalvaies,
many including those that have partnerships froret Filation
governments or First Nation citizens who are natnexted to
the governments. The role proposed by the membgrink,
would lead more to confusion for those reading than any-
thing else.

So, while emphasizing the fact that we are very hmine
terested in working with First Nation governmentsd & irst
Nation citizens in pursuing opportunities to in@edood pro-
duction — including if there’s interest by First itans to con-
sider development of their settlement A land, weuldocer-
tainly be prepared to talk to them about how wehihgupport
them in that regard — the place in which the menpveposed
inserting it in the motion would, | think, lead tonfusion and
misunderstanding about how the multi-year develagnpéan
is actually laid out.

about the government’s ability to identify genellicanodified
organisms or seeds and adequately police that andthat
would occur. We are very supportive of that diagccur-
ring.

We see there being potential upsides to the Yukdden-
tifying itself as being a place that is free fromtgntial risks
and as being an area that has food that Yukorengizan be
confident is healthy for them. At this point, welibee that
there needs to be further discussion between faresecially
and involving other interested Yukon citizens ois thhatter. In
recent times — as the member may recall from a ggar |
believe it was, although it might have been adlitdnger ago
— there was some very divisive debate within thamfag
community that spilled into the newspapers. We @aather
see people make an effort to become comfortable avitom-
mon approach rather than picking one side overhemnan this.

We will not be supporting the amendment broughtvéod
by the Member for Mayo-Tatchun, but in fact | woslaly that
some of the spirit of what | think he may be intexgdto
achieve are matters that we could look at, andnaganphasiz-
ing that with First Nation governments in particulae want to
work with them on matters beyond the farm develapnpdan
the member has referenced.

Ms. Moorcroft: | rise to speak in support of the
amendment introduced by my colleague, the MLA faayiot
Tatchun.

In preparing for this debate this afternoon, | réabugh
the Multi-Year Development Plan for Yukon Agriculturada
Agri-Food, and would note for the member opposite who just
spoke against the amendment to the phrase “FirsbiNgov-
ernments”, in clause (1), is that, in fact, the ¥olagricultural
multi-year development plan was prepared with ingoient of
First Nations.

My colleague from Mayo-Tatchun spoke about some of
the history of agriculture in the Yukon, which hiluded
farm production by First Nation citizens and resideof the
Yukon.

We in the New Democratic caucus take a position e
support the governance goal of implementing laraimd and
self-government agreements. Accordingly, we belitnas it is
important to add the phrase “First Nations govemisiewhen
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we're debating a motion that urges the Yukon gowemt to
support development of the agriculture sector.

The Yukon agricultural multi-year development plzon-
tains within it suggestions about improving our Whexge of
the agriculture sector production and preparingtattase of all
previous studies, which would be helpful. The issligeneti-
cally modified organisms was identified and writtebout in
the multi-year development plan. I'm wondering wiest the
government has been able to deliver on having gdation of
those studies available for farmers and industakedtolders,
which | believe would include research on gendtjaalodified
organisms.

One of the items identified in this multi-year demment
plan, when it discusses the objective of maintgronimprov-
ing on the Yukon’s reputation as a clean, minimisedse,
minimal pest, low-intensive production area, speakan ob-
jective of investigating the advantages and disathges that
may exist in a genetically modified organism-free, GMO-
free, environment.

Some Hon. Members:

Speaker:
defeated.

Amendment to Motion No. 198 negatived

Disagree.

Hon. Mr. Cathers: In rising to support the motion,
the one thing I'll just very briefly point out witheference to
the points put forward by the Member for Mayo-Tatchand
the Member for Copperbelt South is that one ofditeas we as
government believe is important in proceeding fadvevith
areas related to agriculture and developing thenifay and
market gardening sectors of the economy is trymas much
as possible, gain some level of agreement and tmuEp
within the farming community of initiatives thateabeing pro-
posed prior to proceeding with them.

So, again, we are very much supportive of peopleking
among themselves to try to reach a consensus aor palicy
issues affecting that sector.

I'd like to again thank the Member for Pelly-Nisatffor

| understand that a GMO study has been promises Thputting forward this motion. It gives me pleasuothbas minis-

study would look at the benefits and opportunitéesl risks
that would be created if a GMO-free area were damed. Cur-
rently in the Yukon, farmers are working to gathsore sup-
port for making the Yukon a GMO-free area. ReseanH

evidence is mounting on the dangers of genetiqalbdified

organisms. Many countries throughout the world hangright

forward regulations or legislation or internatiorsjreements
to ban GMO products.

ter responsible for agriculture and as MLA for Ldkaberge,
where | have the honour of representing most oftthkon’s
farming sector of the economy. To speak in suppbitiis mo-
tion presented, | note that we made commitmentinduhe
2011 election campaign to continue to support theetbpment
of the Yukon’s agriculture sector. This motion Ertainly re-
flective of our past actions and our desire to ico to support
development of Yukon’s agriculture industry, indlgl taking

Some countries do not allow the importation of GMOadditional steps in this term aimed at working wiinmers to

products. | believe that the evidence supports ntakhe
Yukon a GMO-free area and that it would not be alue to
promote the use of genetically engineered or medifeed or
organisms when so many other places have examimisd
question and concluded that GMO food is not hedaltiny safe.
It has a lot of repercussions on the agricultudugtry and in-
deed, on our health — and good food is vital todybealth.

So, Mr. Speaker, | will conclude by saying thatupgort
the amendment brought forward by my colleague ahdpe
that members will agree that adding the phrasestHitation
governments” to clause (1) of the motion would lbéenefit.
Also, that adding the phrase that we would not mi@nthe use
of genetically engineered or modified seeds or migyas
would also be a good thing.

Mr. Silver:
first clause of this amendment to add the phrasSiestNations
governments” between the words “farmers” and therdwo
“and”, we do believe, however, that the second sdapertain-
ing to a genetic modification is to be too largel amo divisive
of an issue to be tagged on to a motion to supgher@agricul-
tural amendment. | do urge the NDP to develop a mation,
one specific to genetically engineered or modifsegds and
organisms.

Speaker:
you prepared for the question? Are you agreed?
Some Hon. Members:  Agree.

increase the production of Yukon-grown food. Wogkiwith
farmers to increase the supply of locally growndas a key
part of our steps to improve food security, andpsufing de-

t velopment of the agriculture sector with actiomgluding —

as outlined in the motion tabled by my colleaguewsrking

with farmers and industry associations, includihg tYukon
Agricultural Association and Growers of Organic Bodukon,

to implement the agriculture multi-year developmplatn; de-
veloping a Yukon-grown food policy aimed at sigoéitly

increasing the production and use of locally groxegetables,
meat and food products.

That, | would note, is a matter that came up thhougr
quests from farmers, who happen to be constituehtsine
and who identified the fact that developing a polfocused
more specifically than the 2006 agriculture polay address-

Whereas we would be in support of theing our opportunities for supporting the growthlotal food

production would have merit and look forward to king with
farmers and industry associations and others t@ldpvthat
specific food policy.

“Supporting the development of agriculture infrasture
that improves food security, facilitates accessmarket, and
encourages local production of food” is (3) in tmetion, of
course. It is also an area that we believe is waportant to
supporting the growth of the Yukon’s farming sector

It has been identified by many farmers that thedeed the

If no other member wishes to be heard, arendustry, really, in many cases relate to infragiuee on the

fact that, although the Yukon’s agriculture sed¢tosome cases
uses extremely modern technology, and in otherscase in-

| believe the nays have it. The amendment is
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frastructure, both fixed and mobile, is often wedhind other
areas of the country. Some of the fixed infrastrestin par-
ticular, has at times in earlier eras in many ef phovinces had
support by the government in developing that infregure and
in some cases may be a key component.

Examples of where we have funded infrastructuréhi
past include the purchase of the mobile abattdiickvcame at
the request of Yukon farmers, and purchasing dlhdrll and
purchasing other mobile equipment that can be @&l for
rental to farmers, but is not really feasible fam individuals,
particularly some of the smaller operators, to pase specifi-
cally for their own use because of a very limitezinind for
that piece of equipment. Developing local marketsYukon
agricultural products, including supporting the igtion of the
Fireweed Community Market, is something that weehdene
in the past and we will continue to do in the fetur

It is really important for us to work with peopleha are
producing the products to understand their neeus,ta look
both on the basis of research that has been dahe ipast and
current feedback from industry to determine whaslly, are
the smart investments, both in terms of infrastrrestand pro-
gram support. Working with Yukon farmers to condagticul-
tural research is again an area that has had meestin the
past through programs including the Growing Forwpard-
gram, and is an area that we see there being ceatiopportu-
nity for learning more about the Yukon’s climatedamhat can
be grown well here.

What | specifically note with that, as members megall,
is that in fact some Yukon products grow quite virelbur cli-
mate with the extended daylight hours in our grgyveason;
others, because of the nature of that individuahpldo not
grow well, and need specific steps taken to a#is&st growth,
or do not grow and produce very well here at all.

A few areas I'd like to highlight in terms of lamvelop-
ment is that in 2011, 582 hectares of Yukon lanceweserved
for future agricultural development. Again, thisas area that
speaks to both what this government is doing arspexific
guestion and concern identified by the Member foaybt
Tatchun. | would also like to highlight the factattthe Yukon
currently has 59 agreements for sale for agricaltland. A
key part of having that land available is chandest twere
made in 2006 by the Yukon Party government atithe to the
land pricing policy that was outlined in the prexo1991
Yukon agriculture policy. Up until the 2006 agrittuke policy,
land that was being sold went through what wasrmefieto as
the “two-for-one policy”. Farmers could acquire tlaad but
they had to put in development investments worthbt the
value of the property.

At the request of farmers and through the consaitand
development of the 2006 agriculture policy, we desery
strongly from farmers, including many of my conggints who
participated, that they believe that really did tifongs. It
made it very hard for new farmers in particulalgtd into de-
veloping a farm. In fact, because of the structulere existing
farmers for new pieces of property could go throagine-for-
one pricing, where they had to put in developmentialent
to the value of that property for those subsequmemtels, it

actually gave an advantage that was unfair to iagisarmers
while making it harder to new farmers and partidylgoung

farmers who are more likely to have limited finaigesources
to actually acquire land, let alone develop thal get it into

production.

So, considering the significant increases in larideg that
have occurred within the past seven years — | belibe aver-
age housing price has gone up over 90 percent —vahe of
agricultural land has gone up significantly as wélwould
point out that the change of the 2006 agricultuwkcp to the
one-for-one pricing policy was a critical step, lvatut which
it's quite unlikely that we would have the 59 agremts for
sale for agricultural land that are currently iaqs.

That being said, of course, we need to continuegpond
to the needs of Yukon farmers and identify whapsteeed to
be taken to continue to grow the Yukon'’s agricwtsector.

A few things that | would note under the Growing\kard
agreement that | signed some years ago and thatrisntly
underway and expires at the end of March 2013 —meiles of
projects funded under that agreement to date iecthd recla-
mation of 320 acres of farmland; wildlife damagevantion;
market development initiatives, including communiigrdens
and farmer market support; farm infrastructureudahg value-
added processing facilities for cheese making amehring
wool; environmental farm plans and funding for bestnage-
ment practices; and, additional support programaddd
through the Growing Forward program. This includpsration
and maintenance of the mobile abattoir; the anagaktulture
conference and banquet; and, commercial soil, éawdwater
testing as well as disease testing.

I would also like to highlight the fact that the kan Agri-
cultural Association’s annual general meeting is theekend.
I look forward to attending and to again hearirgrirmembers
of the Yukon Agricultural Association about theniguities for
government continuing its support for Yukon agriatg.

One thing that | would note as well in the GrowiRgr-
ward agreement that was put in place — the muiiréd
agreement between provinces, territories and tHeré gov-
ernment — there is a specific Canada-Yukon agreemhich
we were successful in getting more flexibility andufunding
for infrastructure projects than is allowed to mjostsdictions.
That is something that we hope we will be able ¢b agree-
ment for in this next development of Growing Forgar

The Growing Forward agreement — the “Growing For-

ward 2” agreement as it's sometimes referred tos-eurrently
in the process of being developed and we anticipaiteg able
to sign that agreement along with provinces, tatigs and the
federal government when the Yukon hosts the Cana8igi-

culture ministers in September of this year. So lboking

forward to hosting colleagues from across the aguat that
time. It provides us with a good opportunity to raure that
our priorities and the specific issues, challerasd opportuni-
ties faced by Yukon’s agriculture sector are uned by the
federal government and by colleagues from acroscdluntry
at the ministerial level. The importance of thathat when we
engage in agreements like this, we have that sugmon pro-

vincial and territorial colleagues for allowing thgreement to
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be sufficiently flexible to address our needs, Wwhias been
very important in the past, and is something thatneed to
focus on as well going forward.

In recognition of the time, | will truncate my rerka from
what | had originally planned on saying. | do wemhighlight
the fact that Yukon has, for a relatively small timr of our
total food production, a fair diversity of differfelypes of
Yukon products. Those include the market gardersector;
they include potato production. Many in this Hous# be
familiar with my constituents Steve and Bonnie Metkie-
Grieve, who, through Yukon Grain Farm, provide veojice-
able and visible potatoes in Yukon stores. Theyarérom the
only potato producers; the others, though smadlisq contrib-
ute significantly to the Yukon'’s food sector.

We believe that there is significant opportunity fihe
growth of the amount of Yukon’s food needs that banmet
from local food production, as was alluded to bgtaer mem-
ber earlier in debate — the fact that back arolnedktiondike
Gold Rush and shortly thereafter, the Yukon hadyaificant
portion of its food production occurring in the Dsom area.
Really, that was a reflection of the time thatthpse days, be-
ing able to obtain locally grown food was often thifference
between eating and going hungry. As a result ofawgments
in transportation infrastructure, one effect hasrbehat a
greater share of our food is being imported from gbuth, but
with a growing understanding from many citizenst toaally
grown food, which is healthy and more is known dktsiori-
gin, is not only good for investing in the localbbeomy, but is
something that is a good practice for yourself,ryiamily and
your community.

It's also notable that with transportation infrasture and
an increased reliability of the Yukon’s link to tkeuth — that
25 or 30 years ago we had more food supply availablthe
territory through warehouses like the old Kelly @tas ware-
house due to a much less reliable link to the soitith that
increased reliability, as members will note, thémve been
times where it is evident in local grocery storesattthe truck
has not arrived and we, in fact, do not have thedd a local
food supply to meet our own needs, in the evera wnspor-
tation disruption.

A few other things that are worthy of note — théueaof
the Yukon’s agriculture sector has been noted asghia the
range of — well, even as far back as 10 years thgoYukon’s
industry production was estimated at $4.2 milliand the total
farm investment, including lands, building, equiprand live-
stock, was reported at $50.2 million. That's acawgdo the
2001 Canadian census numbers.

Again, the availability of Yukon food and food siypjis
not perhaps as evident to everyone on a daily tsisreally,
the Fireweed Community Market — | want to acknowjedhe
work done by all those who have made that marketamd
continue to operate it through their time and tipeirsonal con-
tribution and volunteer hours to support the orgatibon, as
well as participate as vendors.

Really, | think that has been something that hasegha
larger awareness by many Yukoners, who had notiqusly
thought much of the Yukon’s farming sector. Theefieed

Community Market is a great opportunity to connsith pro-
ducers to see some of the products and to get ®ilarn citi-
zens thinking about the opportunity for buying llogeoducts.

With your indication there, Mr. Speaker, | see Vdactu-
ally used more time than | thought | had in my remand, in
the interest of allowing other members to speaki/liconclude
my comments. | would encourage all members to suppis
motion.

Again, | want to acknowledge the fact that the Céii
Opposition did suggest an amendment to the motial &ith-
out dwelling on the previous question, what | wontie is that
the issues around First Nation governments anapipertuni-
ties to work with First Nations in advancing thegth of the
Yukon’s farming sector and increasing local foogpEy is
something we very much support and we will, in otheeas,
continue dialogue with Yukon farmers. With thagdmmend
the motion to the House, and | encourage all mesterote
in favour of it.

Mr. Silver: | rise to offer comments from the Liberal
caucus on Motion No. 198 regarding Yukon’s agricudtsec-
tor and government agricultural policy. The Yukos not
blessed with a temperate climate. We have a shortreer and
long, dark winters; we have dry, productive seasomsa lot of
show in the other two-thirds of the year. Our climand our
isolation mean that Yukoners are, by necessityardyhbunch.
It takes a special kind of resilience to live hdrem the earli-
est First Nation communities to the rush of immigsaduring
the Klondike Gold Rush to our friends and neighlsdoday.

Yukon agriculturalists, who make their living ancbguce
our food in this climate and for isolated marketsust be
among the most hardy and resilient of all Yukon#ve. thank
them for their contributions, and we thank the Memlor
Pelly-Nisutlin for bringing this motion forward tag.

This motion identifies a number of government atdido
support our agriculture sector. They include impeating a
2008-12 multi-year development plan for agriculfudevelop-
ing a local food policy, and investing in agriculibinfrastruc-
ture, markets and research. The overall goal cfethgitiatives
would be to encourage an agriculture sector thaacigve,
highly productive and profitable.

In turn, the agricultural sector will provide Yukens with
fresh, high quality agricultural products closehtome, while
improving local food security.

Yukoners import the vast majority of their grocerteday.
This makes us dependent on outside markets fobasic food
stuffs. It also means that our groceries requigaicant con-
sumption of fossil fuels as they are trucked upuocommuni-
ties. Increased local production will decrease tlipendency.
Local produce is fresher food, making it both mergoyable
and more nutritious than produce trucked in frostatit farms.

We have heard from members today about the Fireweed

Community Market, but | do want to speak a litti¢ dbout
Dawson. The Vogt family has been producing fresitdpce to
Klondikers for many years — another reason to \Dstvson
City in the summertime. Jack, Lucy and their fangjipw first-
class produce. All items available at the Frone&tr-armers
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Market in Dawson City are excellent, for that matfEhe in-
dustry in Dawson is growing. Thanks to Willow Peadreom,
we have fresh eggs in Dawson now. | would loveuy all of
my foods locally. | have purchased meat from thilyFarms
for the past few years, and | am very grateful ther quality
product from the Bradley family.

On a side note, the Bradleys also produced grealitgu
kids and I've had the honour of teaching them invBan.

| also agree with the Member for Mayo-Tatchun vitie
need for an abattoir. The Bradleys’' customers ateonly in
Whitehorse, but they are also all around the Yukome wit-
nessed the stress that this family has had to gaugh as they
scrambled to find a processing solution.

This motion specifically references working wittrifeers
and industry associations. Partnerships like thiglpce better
quality government policies because they are inéatrhy the
people who know first-hand about industry and howarks
and what needs to be expanded to prosper. The YAgdoul-
tural Association and the Growers of Organic Foakdh are
both open to members from across the Yukon and drettstill
based in Whitehorse. We would want to be assurat ttie
government actively seeks out partners in agriceltbhrough-
out the Yukon. It is not, after all, here in thewddown core
that our agriculturalists operate. Rural Yukonetsstibe delib-
erately included. The agricultural multi-year dex@hent plan
referenced in this motion was produced in Decer2067 and
covers the years 2008 through 2012. We are nowiegtthe
final growing season covered by this plan.

The motion being discussed today states that thieorYu
government should work with partners to implemdrat tplan
and the plan is wide ranging. It covers infrastioet regula-
tory, financing and research and development abstit also
includes goals for specific sectors of the Yukoadgicultural
industry, such as for feed, grains, poultry andetelles.

It would certainly be possible to spend the full daday
on this plan. I would like to focus my commentstba agricul-
tural infrastructure. The plan identifies severatas where
infrastructure needs improvement: permanent bugklirstor-
age space and freezer space at the Fireweed Comynilisui-
ket would help. Improved local access to livestoekerinari-
ans and parts and services for farm machinery waldd be
useful. The plan also highlights the need for atirugle proc-
essing facility. A 2006 study by the Yukon Agriauthl Asso-
ciation advocated for such a facility, including fee-for-
service, red-meat processing component; a whitd-slaagh-
ter and abattoir component; and a community kitcleerfood
processing.

We have heard the need for meat-processing fasilite-
peated many times since then. It is key to increpproduction
and it is a necessary service for our agricultpratucers. We
would hope that this would finally see some prognasder the
implementations called for in this motion.

We hope to see those infrastructure improvemenidema
We are also hopeful for the other improvementsuoagricul-
tural sector that are identified in this motion.i¥'motion ac-
cordingly has our support.

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: | wanted to speak a little bit to
this motion, but I'd like to commend the Member elly-
Nisutlin for this Motion No. 198. Most of the farrcally that
we have in the Yukon right now are in the Whiteleoasea. |
want to talk about a little tidbit of informatiomaome of the
areas in the Yukon — the frost-free days. In theitéftorse
area, the agriculture around Whitehorse has 7Q-fres days.
With a bit patience and innovation, things can ginvd they
do surprisingly well if you’ve been to some of tadarms.

The Pelly farm, 1901 to 1954 — it's now the Peliych
— is one of the oldest farms in the Yukon. For miran 50
years the Bradley family — we heard of this — haacfised
sustainable farming, feeding their livestock oniyhwvhat they
grow. The location of the Pelly River Ranch wasstld be-
cause of its proximity to the Dawson Trail backhe day. The
Pelly farm was an important resting stop for wetayellers
and provided winter boarding for horses that weguired to
pull the coaches along the Dawson Trail.

Near and dear to my heart, Mile 1019 is the expenital
farm out in the Haines Junction area which | rememds a
kid. That's near Haines Junction and it was operédtg the
Government of Canada from 1945 until 1968, and lvget to
the fact that the reason the location was thetas has the
least amount of frost-free days, at 21. The rat®oé this site
was that anything could grow in this location. Thggw a lot
of stuff there. Eventually, the land was leaseth&oTait family
for market gardening and potato production. Yukenerhen
they think of potatoes, think of Yukon Gold — thvaill come
to mind. Yukon Gold potatoes were genetically tinst fCana-
dian-created potatoes. They were created at theeksity of
Guelph School of Agriculture, and it was in Ontatiat this
was done. But they were brought to the Yukon, ardyéars
and years, many Yukoners ate potatoes that Mr. Giatv
every year.

Some of the best growing conditions in the Yukoe iar
areas that we've discussed a lot in this House e-Mhyo area
and the Klondike Valley. The winters are severd,the sum-
mers are the warmest and the longest, approxima@gyfrost-
free days. It's almost like some of the northeraifes where
they farm all the time. Farming? Yes, it's the histbest-kept
secret. It often comes as a surprise to many pebateve even
grow up here — that alongside Yukon’s large minamgl for-
estry industry, there exists a robust agriculture food sector.

I'd like to talk about one of my constituents, Kewloore,
who has a son that runs the farm at Mendenhalh#&sediffer-
ent animals. They have greenhouses. They grow. &feah
lease. He farms the right of way. He gets a pefmoih us and
then he farms the right of way to feed his livekidaut he also
grows. He wants to meet with the Member for Lakédrge
here. We're going to set up a meeting shortly. lde an idea
— a farm to feed 200 Yukoners. Rather than thenttend
— produce locally food and then have it transpoftech hun-
dreds of kilometres away. This means driving thdusiry so
we can capitalize on this potential of Yukon grogviend feed
families — feed 200 families from a farm.

Yukon’s traditional agricultural areas give farmers op-
portunity to increase the exports to some of thernanities
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that might not have it — develop value-added présiwnd
supply new local food demands from nearby commesitind
markets. Those are the markets we’ve been talkiogta— the
Fireweed market. This will increase revenue in riéxeewable
resource sector and provide significant economiefits to the
region. Farms can thrive in the north. Yukon’s dnfait vi-

brant agriculture sector is an example for othegroms to fol-
low.

In addition to livestock, northern farms are alsgaged in
marketing gardens, such as potatoes, sod — thdasodis a
great place — greenhouses, community-shared agnieul
specialty co-ops, and out of that you will get somehe mar-
kets.

A growing number of farms are also implementingamig
production practices. As a market for organic cregpands,
farmers continue to develop new expertise in thesaand that
goes into the research end of things in the nérttlear indica-
tion of the growing relevance and importance of dgeicul-
tural sector to the Yukon is the interest beingrahby some of
our northern universities and colleges into theaesh end of
things.

| commend this motion. | thank the Member for Pelly
Nisutlin for bringing it forward. | encourage agslture. | en-
courage the fact that people who apply for agricaltproperty
get out there and try to feed 200 families in thekdh. Use
your agricultural lot for agriculture. It is notgua land grab;
this is an opportunity to benefit all Yukoners thgh farming
and agriculture.

Ms. Moorcroft:
motion, although | am disappointed that the govesntthose
to defeat the amendment put forward by my colleaghe
Member for Mayo-Tatchun.

Good food is vital to good health. | think we needhink
of farmers as essential service workers and we heedake
agriculture sustainable for farmers. The Peopl&esd-Policy
— and | will speak much more about that in a mingtesays
that the root problem is that food is treated amasket com-
modity, rather than as a necessity of life.

This motion begins with talking about the agrictdtu
multi-year development plan, which sets out sevgaalls that
it contends are achievable to increase and suptaiiuction,
sales and profitability in the Yukon of the agricwll and the
agri-food industry. The multi-year development ptamducted
extensive interviews and a workshop to developoisrall
goals. It was prepared for the Yukon agriculturad agri-food
industry, the Yukon government Agriculture branatd ahe
Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada, all based in \&hitrse.

It represents collaborative work of industry andveym-
ment and in its consultations they included prodsicestailers,
processors, governments and First Nations. Sogewcig the
goals of the plan is key. While the plan title c®v€008 to
2012, and we are, | note, in the year 2012 alrethtyplan sets
out targets for 2016. On page 8 of the documestaiies that,
“Government will make best efforts to reach theldwing
government targets by 2016 ... to make 25 percenhesy
farmland available through planned development sateh

wonder what progress has been made in the pastyfans
since the plan was developed to make farmland ablail
through planned development areas. Secondly, {hartrendi-

cates, “Government will make best efforts to heiguistry to
achieve industry-related targets by 2016.” Oneéhoke goals is
to see a “200-percent increase in the productiah sates of
Yukon-grown agricultural products.” At the preseinte, only

one to two percent of the food we eat comes frora.he

We fully support the goal of increasing producti@md
sales will follow, of Yukon-grown food.

But | just do wonder what progress has been madartb
the goal of a 200-percent increase in the prodnciiod sales
of Yukon-grown agriculture and how this goal isrgeimoni-
tored. Another industry target government will mdest ef-
forts to support is the completion of primary irsfiraucture pro-
jects, which should be financially self-supportibyg the fifth
year of operation, according to the plan. Has tbeeghment
done any work to assess the mobile abattoir, and fisan-
cially self-supporting?

In speaking about how growth can be achieved, tisese
goal for the agriculture sector to foster an envinent of in-
clusiveness between all stakeholders of the aguiilsector.
Agriculture is not inclusive because of the verghhiagricul-
tural land costs that prohibit many farmers fronyibg land to
grow food.

As previous speakers have said in debate on thiteomo
food producers are located in urban and rural aMées have
spoken about the historical record at the timehef Klondike
Gold Rush, where it's estimated the population as$arge as

| am pleased to rise in support of this 30,000 people. Local agriculture produced vegetafue feed-

ing the people who were resident in the Klondikeaaat that
time.

| also know from reviewing the records of residehti
schools in the Yukon that the church societies wdio the
Chootla residential school in Carcross had, as qfatfieir an-
nual reports, a record of how much food was growd pro-
duced by the children who were not, as we know rgetting a
very good education, but who were, in fact, workifitpere
were hundreds of pounds of potatoes and carrotscant-
flower grown by the children, who were taken froheit
homes and forced to attend residential school.

Now, to improve the further processing of vegetaldad
other Yukon products, the plan presents a strateggxpand-
ing infrastructure and for considering a multi-ys®cessing
facility and developing detailed plans for the & commer-
cial kitchen. | understand a study has been comglen a
commercial kitchen, and | would like to know whetteny
action will be taken on that.

Clause (2) of this motion says that we will suppgbg de-
velopment of the agricultural sector by developag¢/ukon-
grown food policy, aimed at significantly increagithe pro-
duction and use of locally grown vegetables, maat] food
products. | completely agree that we need a sognidutural
research plan that is achievable, that is suppdiethrmers,
and one that would help produce more local foodml very
happy to report that one exists. Yukon farmers walg in-
volved in an extensive process that included hudref
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kitchen-table talks, dozens of teleconferencespimggon-line

discussions, and three cross-Canada confereResetting the
Table: A People’s Food Policy for Canadaas released in
2011. This is the first-ever national food polioytte developed
by the food movement itself — a network of orgatimas and

individuals working to build a healthy, ecologiald just food

system for Canada.

The average net farm income in Canada is curregyutiyg
through its lowest period in history. Sales-onlgames — not
taking into account credit, government support afffefarm
jobs — are well below zero. Canada lost 17,550 $doetween
2001 and 2006 alone. This is one reason why we teesde a
food policy and adopt the People’s Food Policy, althis
rooted in the concept of food sovereignty.

Food security is when all people at all times haseess to
sufficient, safe, nutritious food to maintain a lieaand active
life. Food sovereignty is the right of peoples tealhy and
culturally appropriate food produced through ecadally
sound and sustainable methods and their right fimed¢heir
own food and agriculture systems. That is the feedurity
definition prepared by La Via Campesina.

We want to ensure that food that we eat comes fiasn,
close as possible, to where it's produced. We wargupport
food providers in a widespread shift to ecologaduction in
both urban and rural settings. We need to see gstfederal
poverty elimination and prevention programs to eastanadi-
ans can better afford healthy food and encouragetiblic to
be involved in decisions that affect the food syste

Mr. Speaker, the People’s Food Policy also talleuathe
need for change in our food system, which is beaupgnized
at both Canadian and global levels. In 2008, thel@vVBank
and the UN convened 900 experts to carry out a cengmsive
three-year assessment of world agriculture. Theidirigs
called for fundamental shifts in farming away frondustrial
production models and toward agri-ecology. Mosengly, the
United Nations Special Rapporteur on the Right tmd-re-
leased a report that includes calls for a widespgtabal move
from chemical to ecological agriculture, demongtgathat this
approach could double food production in key amdsunger
in 10 years or less.

So it's well-recognized that organic agriculturedopro-
duction is healthy for the environment and for theblic. |
think it's of great value that there was strongzeit and civil
society involvement in developing this food polithat needs
to be adopted by governments and supported herthan
Yukon, as in Canada. This policy places the weihpef the
majority and the health of our planet at the ceofrall deci-
sions. As the report states, it is time to reset#ble.

So food sovereignty calls for a fundamental shiffacus
from food as a commodity to food as a public gdeabd pro-
duction can strengthen communities, ecosystemseaondo-
mies. Food sovereignty also recognizes that wormear pri-
marily the responsibility for food provisioning,qatuction and
preparation, as well as the disproportionate esfeftpoverty
and other forms of marginalization. | earlier rebd definition
of food sovereignty, which was first proposed by\tia Cam-
pesina, the global peasant movement co-foundethdyCtna-

dian National Farmers Union at the World Food Sutmimi
1996.

The People’s Food Policy platform and the repodyth
prepared addresses indigenous food sovereigntyl $ower-
eignty in rural and remote communities, accessaa fin urban
communities, agriculture infrastructure and livelilds, a sus-
tainable fishery and reasonable livelihood for dish It also
covers environment and agriculture, science anthiEogy for
food and agriculture, food trade and internaticeidl healthy
and safe food for all, and finally, food democramd govern-
ance.

We know there are challenges. We know there ised e
provide infrastructure and support for research guuct-
secondary training in food production that refletis diversity
of rural and remote bioregions and is inclusiveaofange of
food sources. Other members have spoken aboutlithate
and geography of the Yukon and that as a northewiran-
ment it is harder to raise our own food.

One of the initiatives that the agriculture devehgmt plan
spoke to was incubator farms and working to semdahat are
not in production be put into production.

I would be interested to hear from the governmemetiver
that has been evaluated and whether that has bdessaed.

Another strategy in considering research and dewveémt
needs that is proposed is to look at greenhoussuption sys-
tems in other circumpolar regions. Has this beene@oWe
know Yukon College has a greenhouse that is usatidogen-
iors living in the seniors residence on the collsige. | note the
suggestions for a greenhouse research facilityetedtablished
by the Agriculture branch, and to look at heatimgl dighting
efficiencies to extend greenhouse production furihto the
shoulder season.

I think that there is value in supporting betterbiow
awareness about Yukon food production. The repaggests
that semi-annual paid newspaper communications urder-
standWhat's Up Yukona local free news publication, is inter-
ested in having a seasonal column on Yukon aguiiland |
would encourage the Yukon government to suppott tha

The motion before us speaks to supporting the devel
ment of local markets for Yukon agriculture produtitrough
measures including supporting the operation of Rlreweed
Community Market. Farm-gate sales continue to bérgor-
tant means of selling farm food. What can the gowvemt do
to make that easier, especially given that farndfieathe safest
as it is the ultimate in being able to trace wherer food came
from?

The multi-year development plan suggests develoging
new Yukon-grown logo with tag lines and messagesmers
suggest that a fair-trade Yukon logo is an apprdhahwould
ensure a fair price for food growers. To improve &oowl-
edge of the agriculture sector production, a da@lud all pre-
vious studies would be helpful.

The Multi-Year Development Plan for Yukon Agriculture
and Agri-Foodhas recommended that a compilation of these
studies be available for farmers and for the ingustake-
holders. Perhaps at the agriculture conferencettigaminister
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mentioned is coming up this weekend, we might hezether
progress has been made on that initiative.

One of the challenges that | would like to addrigsthat
low-income urban residents often rely on Canad&8 fod
banks and other charitable agencies, but eventisties show
that only between one-fifth and one-third of peopleo are
food insecure make use of food banks. | think thistrates
how important it is to support access to food patidm for
residents in cities who may be able to benefit frprojects
such as the Downtown Urban Gardeners Society wheople
can use a small plot of land to grow their own vtebkes.
There was also support last year for the garden theaclay
cliffs where the urban gardeners society asked |pempgrow
an extra row of food for the food bank.

We also have to acknowledge that part of agriceltsithe
indigenous foods; people hunt and fish to proviolme of their
food. We need to encourage indigenous fisheriestlamaon-
tinued ability of the Yukon to support the habifat species
that we do hunt and have a sustainable harvest.

Speaker: If the member now speaks, he will close de-
bate. Does any other member wish to be heard?

Mr. Hassard:
thank everyone for their input on Motion No. 19&ldg. I'd
just like to correct the Member for Kluane. ThetHespt secret
is, in fact, Faro.

I'd just like to read an excerpt from tH2awson Daily
Newsdated July 21, 1909.

It reads: “Careful and systematic farming operatjonith
due regard to the peculiarities of the climate, M@bolish the
importation into the Yukon of many of the agricuétliprod-
ucts required by the people of Dawson and surragndistrict.
If hay, oats, potatoes, et cetera, were grown oh gquantities
as would supply the local market, the price wowdduch less
than is paid at the present time for imported potsluthe
transportation rates would be avoided and the goepswvould
derive the benefit. Instead of the people of thé&ofupaying
large sums outside of the Territory for these potsluthe agri-
culturists in the Yukon would transact the businessd the
money would be retained in the Territory, and phbpan-
vested in such a way as would aid in its futureettggment.”

It's just interesting to listen to everyone herday and to
see that things really haven’t changed that muatesi909. I'd
just like to thank everyone again and hope thagetefull sup-
port for this motion today. Thank you very much.

Speaker:  Are you prepared for the question?

Some Hon. Members: Division.
Division

Speaker:  Division has been called.

Bells

Speaker: Mr. Clerk, if you are prepared, please poll
the House.

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: Agree.

Hon. Mr. Cathers:
Hon. Ms. Taylor:
Hon. Mr. Graham:
Hon. Mr. Kent:
Hon. Mr. Nixon: Agree.

Ms. McLeod: Agree.

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: Agree.

Hon. Mr. Dixon: Agree.

Mr. Hassard: Agree.

Ms. Hanson: Agree.

Mr. Tredger: Agree.

Ms. Moorcroft: Agree.

Ms. White: Agree.

Ms. Stick: Agree.

Mr. Barr: Agree.

Mr. Elias:  Agree.

Mr. Silver: Agree.

Clerk: Mr. Speaker, the results are 18 yea, nil nay.
Speaker:  The yeas have it. | declare the motion car-

Agree.
Agree.
Agree.
Agree.

ried.

Motion No. 198 agreed to

Speaker: The time being close enough to 5:30, the

Just a couple of points: first, I'd like to House stands adjourned until 1:00 p.m. tomorrow.

The House adjourned at 5:30 p.m.



