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Yukon Legislative Assembly
Whitehorse, Yukon
Thursday, May 3, 2012 — 1:00 p.m.

Speaker:
begin at this time with prayers.

Prayers

DAILY ROUTINE
Withdrawal of motions

Speaker:
change that has been made to the Order Paper. ivigtio 25,
standing in the name of the Minister of Energy, &irand Re-
sources, has been removed from the Order Papersasimilar
to Motion No. 198, which the House adopted yesterda

We will proceed at this time with the Order Paper.

Tributes.

TRIBUTES
In recognition of Multiple Sclerosis Awareness Mont h

Hon. Mr. Graham:
my colleagues to join me in recognizing the montiMay as
Multiple Sclerosis Awareness Month. Multiple sclgmis a
chronic, often disabling disease of the brain guida cord. It
is the most common neurological disease of youngtaf
Canada, with most people diagnosed between the @gés
and 40. It is estimated in Canada today that thezebetween
55,000 to 75,000 Canadians afflicted with this dése The
unpredictable effect of MS lasts a lifetime.

While the majority of people living with MS are diaosed
with relapsing remitting MS, more than half will\adop sec-
ondary progressive MS within 10 years of their diagjs, and
up to 90 percent of the people afflicted with tHisease will
develop progressive MS within 25 years of theigdiasis.

Fortunately, at the national level, the Multiplelé3osis
Society of Canada offers services to people affelbteMS that
can help them maintain their quality of life andadeith the
issues related to this disease. The services avgigms in-
clude information and referral, supportive counsgll self-
help and support groups, financial assistance, raoteation
and social programs.

Local communities, though, need these resourcegells
since Canada has one of the highest rates of MBeirworld.
In Yukon, we estimate that about 140 individuale &ving
with MS. The terrible thing about MS is it affe@sgery person
differently. One day a person can feel great amdréxt day
they are either extremely fatigued, or experienmgbie vision
or other noticeable afflictions. For people livingth progres-
sive MS, their symptoms may worsen day to day atealu for
weeks at a time. The need to find answers abouisvgent
and | am very pleased that the Yukon will be pgrtiting in
the liberation therapy trials in Albany, New Yorater this
summer. On April 30, the application process in ¥gon
closed and next, 10 individuals will be selectaahfrthe appli-
cations received to move to the next stage, wtgchni inter-
view process with Saskatchewan Health. We hopebigtateen

I will now call the House to order. We will

five and seven Yukoners will ultimately make itdhgh the
final stages of this double-blind clinical studyotNonly will

this hopefully help these individuals, but it whielp in the
global search for answers. | would like to point that on June
10, the local MS Society will host the Scotiabank Malk to
raise funds and awareness to help support the @eonpthe
Yukon who are affected by MS, while at the sameetifund-
ing groundbreaking research into the cause and clihis

disease. | know | will be there on behalf of my stitnents,
and | hope to see as many of you as can make it.

Multiple sclerosis is challenging and life-changiige all

The Chair wishes to inform the House of ahave a role to play in providing support for thesmple and

finding answers.

INTRODUCTION OF VISITORS

Hon. Mr. Graham: At the same time, perhaps | can
take this opportunity to introduce guest Jenny Rishethe
president of the local Multiple Sclerosis Society.

Applause

In recognition of World Press Freedom Day
Ms. Moorcroft: On behalf of the New Democrat Of-

| rise today, Mr. Speaker, to ask ficial Opposition, | rise to pay tribute today toofd Press

Freedom Day. The United Nations General Assembtyaded
May 3 to be World Press Freedom Day to raise aveseof
the importance of freedom of the press and remiodeig-
ments of their duty to respect and uphold the righfreedom
of expression enshrined under article 19 of timéversal Dec-
laration on Human Rights

Internationally, journalism is an increasingly dermus
profession. To date this year, 22 journalists hdiesl on the
job, according to the press freedom barometer dech@nd
maintained by Reporters Without Borders. Mexicdasurite
winter vacation destination for many Yukoners, saik9 out
of 179 in the press freedom barometer. Mexico is ofthe
hemisphere’s most dangerous countries for the media

Today we remember Brad Will. On October 27, 2006,
Brad Will was killed in the midst of a very largeachers’
strike in Oaxaca, Mexico. Brad was videotaping reedrarri-
cade erected by pro-strike protesters when he hatswice.

Many witnesses bravely came forward in an atmospbér
state violence and testified about the paramiétafiring into
the group of demonstrators at the time Brad Willsv&hnot.
These paramilitaries are well known to Mexican atitles and
seen in photographs shooting toward Will. Despite knowl-
edge, Will's murderers have yet to be imprisonetilevwit-
nesses, some of whom helped him when he was skdbeing
hounded by the local and federal Mexican government

As of January 2010, Oaxaca activist Juan Manuetinezr
Moreno has been incarcerated for over a year,|falsused
of Brad’s murder. An open letter to honour the mgmad Will
and support the Oaxacan people’s efforts to establipopular
government that recognizes local traditions anduemlwas
signed by many academics and activists includingamlo
Chomsky, David Graeber, Naomi Klein, Michael Moore,
Arundhati Roy, Starhawk and Howard Zinn.

The front-line of freedom of expression is shiftitagon-
line. Amnesty International senior director, WidnByown,
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says that, “States are attacking on-line jourrslistd activists
because they are realizing how these courageousgidndls
can effectively use the Internet to challenge ttiem.

In Canada, threats to press freedom are of couffeeeaht
from those in the developing world. Journalists kirg in
Canada do not disappear when they write storiggcadriof
governments, the military and the elites. Pressdoen in Can-
ada is challenged by concentrated corporate owipetdhthe
press, through communications management by puble-
tions and through censorship and the internalizetf- s
censorship that results. The 1980 Royal Commissioiews-
papers, chaired by Tom Kent, looked into media oshiip and
convergence. When he reported in 2002 on prograsshé
Royal Commission, Mr. Kent remarked that the stdtaffairs
was worse, that fewer companies owned more mediateu
and that this did not bode well for press freedord for our
democracy.

On this day, we pay tribute to those who get toltbom
of the story. We're fortunate in the Yukon to hawany media
outlets that strive to uphold the highest journimlistandards.
We pay tribute to those who persevere and aremtivexpose
the truth to the light of day so the public gets thal story.

In recognition of James E. Marker and Hawkins
Cheezies

Ms. White: | rise on behalf of the Official Opposition
to pay tribute to James E. Marker who died at o in
Belleville, Ontario yesterday at the age of 90. Marker was
the man who invented Cheezies, the quintessentaldian
snack. Cheezies are made and sold in Canada bytswkins
Ltd. They are made from Canadian-grown corn andecbaith
real Canadian cheddar.

Cheezies were invented after the Second World Wdr a
produced initially in Tweed, Ontario, until a fibrirned down
the original plant in 1956. Production then was stbto a fac-
tory in Belleville, Ontario. Cheezies have beendpieed in that
same factory ever since and continue to be solosadgCanada.
Mr. Speaker, Cheezies have graced many a Yukon foamp
picnic, hunting trip or even a road trip. They arange, salty,
crunchy, and delicious and, in a pinch, can be wsedire
starter. They have inspired many knock-offs, beatrehis only
one Cheezie. The company claims that just like slades, no
two are alike.

This tribute is not about our fondness for this &#an
shack, but that of Mr. Marker’s vision. He believdt Cana-
dian companies are capable of long legacies andtitaessful
products can be wholly made in Canada by Canaditiisson
this basis that we pay tribute to the memory of Bames E.
Marker, who, along with W.T. Hawkins Ltd., created
uniquely Canadian snack.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Speaker:  Introduction of visitors.

INTRODUCTION OF VISITORS

Ms. Moorcroft: I am very pleased today to welcome
to the gallery the grade 4 and 5 class from Goldem Ele-
mentary School; their teacher, Ms. Grace Snideactter-

librarian, Ms. Judy Mones; and my grandson, Damigmg has

been present here in the gallery before, as hawee saf his

classmates. | ask all members to join me in welogntihem.
Applause

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: With your indulgence, | would
like to introduce my son, Taylor Pasloski, who hes returned
from the University of Saskatchewan, where | thivekis one
semester away from his degree in geological engimge

Applause

Speaker: I would like to introduce Conrad Tiedeman,
who is just back from graduating from King’'s Unisiy Col-
lege in Edmonton with a degree in political sciengi¢h aspi-
rations to go on to a master’s degree. | wouldioawll mem-
bers here to watch yourselves — you are being \edtch

Applause

Speaker:  Are there any reports or documents for ta-
bling?

Are there any reports of committees?

Are there any petitions for presentation?

Are there any bills to be introduced?

Are there any notices of motion?

NOTICES OF MOTION

Ms. Stick: | am going to try to move the motion |
withdrew yesterday. | give notice of the followingption:

THAT this House urges the Department of Health Sod
cial Services to assist families caring for aduitldren with
disabilities and to implement inclusion for aduttildren with
disabilities by:

(1) providing a range of day programs for adultsniy
with disabilities;

(2) expanding respite care; and

(3) developing a policy in response to the needagifig
caregivers of adults living with disabilities.

| also give notice of the following motion:

THAT this House urges the Yukon government to nevie
current mental health services with a view to:

(1) coordinating services among all affected gorent
departments;

(2) broadening services to include partnershipsh wit
NGOs; and

(3) expanding services to respond to needs ofjal from
youth to seniors.

Speaker: Is there a statement by a minister?
This brings us to Question Period.

QUESTION PERIOD

Question re:  Affordable housing

Ms. White: The housing crisis is the number 1 issue
in the Yukon today. This government said it wasoser about
tackling the crisis and getting more affordable $ing units
out quickly. They had a plan — an innovative appmahey
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said. Lot 262 was the answer. Lot 262 has beemidgra to
every question on affordable housing asked in thigise.
Some contractors said the Yukon Party’s innovatigproach
was complicated and not worth their while. The sempanies
that submitted a bid to build the Yukon Party’'samative ap-
proach were both rejected.

Why were the bids rejected and how does the govenim
plan to rescue their innovative approach for L2226

Hon. Mr. Cathers: I would like to thank the member
opposite for the question.

As we indicated in announcing the process that ntered
into with Lot 262, it was an innovative processslsomething
that has been done in other jurisdictions to prdéeex manner
that leverages government assets in that type oinera We
were entering into an innovative approach to see ihevorked
in the Yukon. There was strong private sector agerex-
pressed last fall.

The bids that were submitted did not meet the mimm
terms of the tender package, so we will be revigwire situa-
tion, including talking to those who indicated aterest in this
property last fall, to try to get a clear undersiiag of why
they did not submit bids — whether it was factasstsas the
increase in properties that are available right mowhe hous-
ing market; uncertainty related to the city zonprgcess, site
conditions or tender specifications. Once we evaltiat, we
will determine next steps for Lot 262.

Ms. White: The Yukon Party government’s innova-
tive approach to address the woeful lack of affbledousing
in the territory was to put land up for bid to thévate sector
with certain conditions. The government said thegytwere
going to use this approach for Lot 262 — evalubtegrocess
and employ — and | quote: “similar approaches teenotitled
property owned by the Yukon government within thigy ©f
Whitehorse.”

This approach seems to be in danger of failure tlaaxk is
a need to reflect and evaluate. Yukoners want & tvbat this
government has learned and hear how it intendsedhe tools
at its disposal to get affordable units built sqoregher than
later.

Mr. Speaker, what has this government learned fiioen
Lot 262 process, and how will this lead to solusighat will
result in the construction of affordable housingtsias soon as
possible?

Hon. Mr. Cathers: What | would point out is that one
of the factors we were aware of, and that alwaystein trying
a new approach, is you have to evaluate how waflwhorks.

In this particular case, there were very stronggté sector
interests last fall when we did the expressionatéiiest stage
on Lot 262. At this point in time, we are reviewitite situa-
tion, including talking to those who indicated aterest in this
property last fall to try to get a clear undersiagf why they
didn’t submit a bid — whether there were factorg;tsas the
significant increase to the number of propertiest #re avail-
able on the housing market now, or that are in ld@weent
right now, whether there were factors related todity’s proc-
ess and the conditions that they would apply, wérethere
were factors related to the site, or whether tiveeee factors

related to the tender specifications. We will béndathat re-
view and evaluating it and then determining thet reteps for
Lot 262. Again, as | indicated to the member, thijge of ap-
proach has been used in other jurisdictions toepkmecific
conditions around government assets, such as land.

But despite the strong private sector interest eeeived
last fall during the development of the approadither of the
bids that were submitted were eligible.

Ms. White: The real issue is the housing crisis and the
lack of affordable rental housing for Yukoners. T¥akon
Party government put a lot of faith in the sucaafskot 262 as
their solution, which now appears to be off thdstaiVe were
promised a housing solution for the end of 2013aehile,
this government has $13 million in federal, affdrigahousing
dollars sitting in their bank account. The YukorrtiPdas pre-
sided over this housing crisis. It watched from sigelines as
the crisis built and its private sector solutionaappears to
have failed.

When will the Yukon people see real action? Wheh wi
Yukoners struggling to find affordable housing tuggling to
pay for rising rent see some leadership from thisegnment?

Hon. Mr. Cathers: To begin with, | must correct the
record of the member’s statement and remind the lreethat,
in fact, this government has acted in the pastwaticcontinue
to do so in the future with the significant investm in social
housing stock — in fact more than any previous gowvent
has done. There was an increase of some 40 percential
housing stock through Yukon Housing Corporationirtyithe
previous mandates. There is continued investmedemthe
leadership of my colleague, the Minister respomsfbl Yukon
Housing Corporation, and my colleague, the Ministe€Com-
munity Services, has, in this year’s budget, appnately $35
million for investment in developing land.

The approach with Lot 262 was one that we idertifis
an innovative approach that we would put forward evaluate
also what we received through it. Unfortunatelysplte the
strong interest we received from the private seletstrfall dur-
ing the expressions-of-interest stage, we receioBly two
bids; neither bid met the minimum eligibility regeinents.
They asked for subsidies that were far beyond topes of the
tender, so we will be evaluating the situation)uding talking
to those who indicated interest last fall to deieenwhy they
didn’t submit bids — whether it was factors suchtlas in-
crease of properties that are on the market aneruthevelop-
ment right now, uncertainty related to the city qass, site
conditions or details of the tender specifications.

Question re:  Mental health services for youth

Ms. Stick: Mr. Speaker, it is Mental Health Week
across Canada. Many are not aware that 18 peréemung
people suffer from a mental health disorder. Seicisl the
number two killer of youth between 14 and 25 years] 90
percent of those who commit suicide have a diadgriesaen-
tal illness. Young children in Yukon also experienmany
mental health illnesses, including mood and anxiksprders,
eating disorders, attention deficit disorders agtdzophrenia.

Currently, there is no legislation or regulatiopgdafically
looking at the diagnosis and treatment of childegr youth
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with mental illness besides the broslgntal Health ActThis
is something the Yukon’s Child and Youth Advocatss lcalled
for. Can the minister tell us how the Yukon ChiladaYouth
Advocate’s recommendations have been followed tp on

Hon. Mr. Graham: The Department of Health and
Social Services is currently in the process of t®piag a men-
tal health strategy or plan, which would be a caghpnsive
piece of work that would involve and impact manyvgmes
within our department. Other stakeholders, as althe pub-
lic, will be invited to comment on this as time gagong. The
government recognizes the importance of good mémalth,
not only in our adult population but in childrenwsll. To this
end, we've directed the department to develop thental
health framework and have it prepared as quicklyassible.

Ms. Stick:
know, mental health concerns are not confined foistvhite-
horse. In our communities we have dedicated nutseshers
and regional workers trying to provide a rangea¥ies such
as child protection, social assistance, justice hedlith care
emergencies, to name a few. Many try but are rebhed to
provide the mental health supports that childreth @dults and
their families might require.

Can the minister tell the House how this governnweitit
assist the professionals in the communities wining to as-
sist in the assessment, treatment and support ofameealth
illness?

Hon. Mr. Graham:
posite is aware, but a couple of years ago, asopaine THSSI
funding from Ottawa, a number of rural communitieseived
mental health workers. Not all communities receivbdse
workers; in fact, some were stationed in commusitiad had
responsibility to travel from community to communifT his
program was slated to end in 2012 this year, oril Apthow-
ever, we were successful in having funding extendetil
2014.

At the present time, we are going to evaluate ifs¢ few
years of this program and see how it met the neédbese
rural communities. At the end of 2014, we will lpeai position
to have something in place.

Ms. Stick:
ing. It is important to our communities that peopke able to
receive the support and care that they need im bloehes. We
are also aware that some individuals involved | ¢thiminal
justice system also suffer from mental illness. Mar these
individuals are in and out of our jails on a regwasis. Their
mental illness may be a symptom of their addictiongheir
mental illness, when not treated, leads them irdalile with
the law. While in jail, some are treated with mediiens that
may help with their mental illness, and some reedhe sup-
port and structure they need to function, but upeesving,
planning is poor and often non-existent, and sawugh, they
are back in our jails. Can the minister tell us hodividuals
with mental illness in the justice system and, artigular, in
our correctional system, are being assessed, dreatd sup-
ported?

Hon. Mr. Graham: Our initiatives in the past have
included hiring a youth mental health clinician.i§ tperson

| thank the minister for his answer. As we

I am not sure if the member op-

does assessments of folks with mental problemsalte have
an early intervention system for those individudilBgnosed or
recognized as having psychosis. We've also expatitedut-
of-territory support for those with complex needstlzey apply
to children. This was not previously available amdfact, it
was only available to those in custody. It has rioeen ex-
panded to all people in the territory. So, betwdwrse three
things, we’re attempting to address some of thelpros stated
by the member opposite.

| think with the development of the mental healttategy
as we progress we'll be in a position to answemewvere of
the questions addressed by the member oppositekhioa.

Question re:  Social housing

Mr. Elias: Whitehorse has a significant homelessness
problem. The issue has received a lot of attentibmecent
years and the government has vowed to take stepsotide
emergency shelters. Other jurisdictions have hadess with
wet shelters. Wet shelters do not require sobfiretyn people
who stay there and staff may provide small amoaohtdcohol
to residents to lower and balance out their alcatosisump-
tion. It is very difficult to get sober when peogee living on
the street. Many addicts also suffer from mentaéis and the
dual diagnosis makes it very difficult to get welithout reli-
able housing and support.

In responding to the homelessness problem, is thister
including in his considerations, the creation afiet shelter in
Whitehorse?

Hon. Mr. Graham: | thank the member opposite for
the question because this is a question that hras op often in
our discussions about where we are proceedingshighter and
housing, or the hard-to-house or people with compiedical
needs such as alcoholism or mental problems. Wenatiee
process of looking at the system.

We recognize the fact that there are a couple ofsivel-
ters in Canada at the present time, one in Ottawlaaaother,
Seaton House in Toronto. We've looked at those.afiéealso
aware that as part of the Beaton and Allen repbetre was a
sobering centre in Winnipeg that they actually teidi We're

| am pleased to hear of the continued fund compiling all of those things. We are not lookirtgaavet cen-

tre at the present time. | know in Whitehorse autiyewe have
what might be termed a “damp” centre which is tladv&ion
Army centre where people are admitted even thobgi may
be intoxicated, but they're not admitted if theyinepossession
of alcohol.

So we're looking at all of those things at the pragime.

Mr. Elias: | thank the minister for his answer, because
it's important that we don’t shy away from thes#idilt issues
but try to solve these problems together.

Wet shelters provide significant benefits to usersvell as
to the community at large. For lifetime alcoholiasyet shelter
is their first step to getting well. Studies shawattalcohol con-
sumption plummets — sometimes up to 400 percentnég- a
there are fewer incidents with police, fewer tripsthe emer-
gency room and residents report a better qualitifefand are
more likely to receive immunizations and preventivealth
care. The community gets benefits from wet sheltirs, as
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people are off the street and are not in the halspitin RCMP
custody.

Would the minister agree that most Yukoners woike 1o
see reduced policing and emergency costs and fearaeless
people sleeping on the street?

Hon. Mr. Graham:
sues would be a plus to us.

I think we also have to recognize that there isffergnce
between not only the damp shelters, but there ateshelters
and then there is a sobering centre. We have pubsl
$645,000 or $665,000 into the sobering centre at Sarah
Steele Building — the medical detoxification centfdat's a
program we want to see up and running before weenaaly
further decisions with respect to wet shelters.

We realize that a wet shelter is something thattended
to offer longer term shelter and a managed alcghogram.
Some of the statistics reported by the member dfgpase
early indicators that it may work. But we have alea statis-
tics from some of the American wet shelters thatehshown
that, over time, they don’t always work as wellthsy did in
the initial stages. We are waiting to look at thisimation that
is compiled over the longer term. Hopefully, thevith the
detox centre, we will be in a position to make dlxuvdormed
decision.

Mr. Elias:
qguestion on the floor of the House today and isféue of the
matter is that in our territory our citizens ar¢uadly dying on
the street — our homeless people. That's a facuincapital
city and at some point in time other jurisdicti@wually took a
calculated risk in the best interests of theirzeitis, because
they had a responsibility to do something.

In their recommendations for addressing acutelpxint
cated persons at risk, Dr. Beaton and Chief Allesctibed
how the City of Ottawa provides both wet and dnyalzohol-
free, shelters. Ottawa’s wet and dry shelters &gecto each
other, which means the wet shelter is not furthestigized.
Although access to more supportive levels of haugmrefer-
ential, based on clients’ demonstrated responsibifieople
who stay at the wet shelter are not excluded frbosé ser-
vices.

Has the minister heard from individuals and comryuni

service organizations in the field that have amigm or would
be supportive of a wet shelter in Whitehorse?

Hon. Mr. Graham:
number of non-government organizations in town,hbtite
minister responsible for the Yukon Housing Corporatand |
have heard of organizations within the municipatitat sup-
port wet centres.

We’'re still, as | said, investigating the possililiThere
are always two sides to every story. We would tikehave a
little longer experience with some of the shelusside of the
territory. We want to see ourselves compile a fearenfacts
before we make any commitment one way or the other.

Questionre:  Education forum
Mr. Silver:
cation put on the First Nations Education Summd #ire New

Horizons Education Summit, co-hosted with the Cduot

Anything that resolves those is-

During our conversations with a

Over a year ago, the Department of Edu

Yukon First Nations and Yukon College. One of tihgeotives

of this summit was to develop a rural strategy thatld ad-

dress the unique needs of students outside of Wirite. As
the minister is aware, Yukon rural students hagmificantly

lower levels of engagement in the school systerd, that af-

fects their academic success. The rural stratemyeent to start
addressing those problems so that students fronorywom-

munities can get more out of their education. Genrhinister
provide an update on what has been accomplishédrespect
to the rural strategy since April 2011?

Hon. Mr. Kent:
advisory committee meetings will commence this, fdie fall
of 2012.

What | said during debate on the Department of Etion
earlier in this session is that five areas havenbdentified as

the pillars of the rural action plan, includingdes and appren-

ticeships, human resource practices to suppori sataools,
First Nation language and culture, community paghips and
programming. We have seen some short-term actiakant
already with respect to all five of those pillats we work
toward the full implementation of the rural actiplan, | expect
to add more and more short-term measures as we thaggh
that process.

Mr. Silver: Mr. Speaker, there have been a lot

One of the reasons why I'm asking this studies and a lot of recommendations when it camé@sprov-

ing our school system. When it comes to rural stitgleneeds,
what we actually need is action. We know that mamal
teachers in rural schools want to improve theidstus’ suc-
cess, but they need leadership from the DepartwfeBtduca-
tion to make this happen. Teachers have relayer that this
rural strategy has yet to get off the ground. Adstrators in-
form us that they submitted names for committeekwiiorough
the Association of Yukon School Administrators I&sit, but
nothing has happened since.

We anticipate that rural action plan

of

Can the minister tell us how many meetings havertak

place with schools to implement rural strategies what those
meetings have produced?

Hon. Mr. Kent:
together a technical team to review and correldtéha data
that it has on rural schools, and that data ant whak will
form the basis of where the advisory committee iegs work
this fall. As | mentioned, there are a number obrsterm
measures that have been worked on going back assftast
year. When we look at First Nation programming, ifeatance,
we can point to the 11 Promethean boards that justepur-
chased and are being put in place to deal witht Niasion lan-
guage programming.

There is, of course, the experiential educatiorgym that
is run in Old Crow; there are a number of initia8vacross all
five pillars that are taking place; and we contiriaeroll out
those short-term initiatives with an eye to fullppglement a
rural action plan after we hear back from the cotte®j which,
as | mentioned, will start regular meetings thik fa

Mr. Silver:
starting these strategies and plans. As the ministeamiliar,

‘one of the particular challenges facing the ruchlosls is en-

gagement. We have a disturbing rate of low engaggnaad

Earlier this year, the department put

| thank the minister for his commitment to
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we can see that through the fact that a lot ofestteloften do
not come to school. Rural students actually missadaverage,
43 days last year, and that is one out of every $chool days,
as the minister told us earlier on in this session.

Robert Service School, where | had the pleasuteaifh-
ing for many years, is often identified as a sowtbest prac-
tices for rural schools. That includes administ@fprocedures,
programming initiatives, and relations with Firsathdn com-
munities.

What guarantees can the minister provide that ttique
expertise of our rural educators will be implementbrough
these new rural strategies, and when will this wgek under-
way in earnest?

Hon. Mr. Kent: Again, with respect to rural schools
and some of the challenges that they face in oomumenities,
the member opposite referenced attendance figdreat is
certainly one of the measures where we see somnkemdes
with rural schools. Again, that is something, dsavVe said be-
fore, that is going to take the entire school comityuto ad-
dress. We need the work of the department, edigcatothe
communities and the parents. Of course, the pales to be
partners in education when we're delivering thigetyof pro-
gramming, no matter if it is in Whitehorse or odtsiof White-
horse.

With respect to engaging educators on this, | araicgy
in the unique position, as Minister of Educatiamhive mem-
bers of both opposition parties who have been redalcators
and bring years of experience. It would be a mistak my part
to ignore their expertise, and | look forward toriing with
them as we go through these rural plans and hatiem pro-
vide meaningful input and engagement as we mowetelop
the rural action plan.

Questionre:  French language services

Ms. White: Imaginez qu'il est 23 h, votre jeune en-
fant commence a avoir de la difficulté a respirerys vous
précipitez a I'hdpital. Lorsque vous arrivez et das infir-
miéres et les docteurs réagissent, vous pouver ketgnsion,
mais vous n'avez aucune idée de ce qui se passsoripe ne
peut vous expliquer le probléeme parce que persoenparle
francais. Vous restez |a, a vous sentir perdufesyef.

No parent is at their best bringing a child to émeergency
department late at night. The French Language S&=s\Direc-
torate develops and implements French languagécsquians.
Consultation with the Yukon French-speaking comryuiis
part of the directorate’s mandate. Can the ministeponsible
provide an update about its consultation with thenEh-
speaking community, what specific needs were ifledtiand
how they are reflected in the French Language Dorate’s
plans for this year?

Hon. Mr. Graham: | can’t speak for the French di-
rectorate, but | can speak for the hospital sesvicde Yukon
Hospital Corporation makes every effort to have reanEh-
speaking person on staff at all times in the emergearea.
Outside of that service at the hospital that I'masavof, | don’t
have much else to add.

Ms. White: Imaginez que I'état de votre vieille mére
se met soudainement a détériorer... vous lui desmpdur-

quoi. Elle vous explique que le travailleur quilpérfrancais
ne vient plus. Elle n'arrive pas a communiquer ectement
avec le nouveau travailleur pour obtenir les saloat elle a
besoin. Son nouveau travailleur parle seulemenaeng

As they age, many of our elders fall back on faamili
knowledge and language from childhood. It is ofical impor-
tance that patients understand their medicationgreper dos-
age and possible side effects. Translation sendgoeslso very
important in moments of crisis — issues of safetgexurity.

Can the minister responsible tell us what access$-tench
community has to emergency translation services$sential
matters including medical issues in and outsidehef emer-
gency department, and safety issues that may iavatabu-
lance, fire and police?

Hon. Ms. Taylor: | thank the member opposite for
her question. Of course, through the work of thenEh Lan-
guage Services Directorate, we continue to prosiggport to
all Yukon government departments and corporatidmeugh
translation, through revision, French web coordoraservices,
enabling the government to keep French-speakingoieis
very informed about programs and service delivesypae-
scribed through the various departments.

We continue to work with Yukon’s francophone commu-
nity, as well, in terms of certainly making awaheit priorities
and articulating those through the respective depats. As
you can appreciate, throughout the Government d&byiueach
and every department is responsible for providiragé respec-
tive services. We recognize that a lot of work haen done in
terms of making more services and programs availtbfran-
cophone citizens in French, but also recognize vidll that
more needs to be done.

Ms. White: Ces scénarios sont une réalité pour 10
percent de la population. Il y des moments ou d&srmations
de base qui peuvent sauver la vie, ne peuventrémemises a
cause d'un manque de service en frangais. La commén
francophone est une part vitale et grandissanta gdepulation
du Yukon.

We are interested in the French Language ServigexD
torate’s funds being used as efficiently as poesiluicording to
the priorities of the French community. Mr. Speakerits hir-
ing policy, how does the Government of Yukon agsistman-
date of the French Language Services Directoratm® d¢tbes it
track the number of staff who are bilingual anding to be of
service when necessary?

Hon. Ms. Taylor: Mr. Speaker, when it comes to the
French Language Services Directorate, we certaialgk very
closely with all respective departments, includihg Public
Service Commission, Department of Health, Departnan
Community Services and all departments and reshititisis.

We are committed to fulfilling our obligations undine
Languages Adior provision of French language services for all
Yukoners. Certainly, when it comes to staffing rmlial posi-
tions, it's very similar for staffing other Yukonogernment
positions in this regard.

When it comes to our directorate we are very engage
terms of having adopted French language policy,ingav
adopted guidelines for advertising, publishing, atiter forms
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of communication in French. We have helped estabife

interdepartmental committee of French Language i&svco-

ordinators in each and every department and ag&leyhave
helped establish an advisory committee on the MFrdran-

guage Services — again, subcommittees of the dapiris-

ters — and of course we are also working to esthldi work-

ing group to review bilingual staffing practicesthis regard as
well.

Question re:  Southern Lakes caribou

Ms. Moorcroft: | had the pleasure of meeting with
the grade 4 and 5 class from Golden Horn Elemer$ahool
earlier this week. That same class is in the galleday. The
students told me about a town hall meeting thegdout that
concerned the impacts of possible resource devedopon the
Southern Lakes caribou herd. The Minister of Enwinent has
commented on some aspects of his department’s ptapso-
tect the Southern Lakes caribou, but | would likedig a little
deeper today.

Will the minister bring forward a clear plan to aesk road
kills of caribou in the Southern Lakes areas?

Hon. Mr. Dixon: Thanks to the member opposite for
the question, as well as to the class from GoldemHor rais-
ing the very important issue. We do know that salls be-
tween wildlife and traffic on the highway are a Ipiem.

Indeed, in the southern Yukon, my understandirtbas as

of 2012, there have been six accidents as a rekutbllisions
between animals and traffic on the highway. Thaoisourse,
a concern for us — both as a safety concern ingesfrthe
traffic, as well as concern for the wildlife therhas. So I'll
ask my officials in the Department of Environmentspecifi-
cally our regional biologist in the southern Yukento work
with officials in the Department of Highways and bfa
Works, as well as with First Nations and communigmbers,
to attempt to identify problems and solutions fight-of-way
management and to reduce attractants near or bwaig. It's
my hope that these discussions will result in tbeetbpment
of a collaborative strategy to assess effectivenesseasing
driver awareness and reducing attractants.

Ms. Moorcroft: I'd like to thank the minister for his
answer. I've heard that between six and 10 Southeies
caribou are run over each winter. So, while thetlSenn Lakes
caribou herd is increasing, it is still not outtb® woods yet.
Over a 10-year period, each caribou cow will pradaaother
23 caribou. That means if five cows are lost easdr yo traffic
accidents, we have cut the population by more tH@h ani-
mals in 10 years.

What | would like to hear from the minister is thatdi-
recting his department to develop a plan of actwifi, he set
measurable goals for the reduction of accidentsth@doss of
caribou? He mentioned more signs during key tinfekeyear
when caribou are crossing would be helpful, anaduh like to
see a pilot project implemented to address salt arseour
highways, because the caribou lick the salt orrdhd.

Hon. Mr. Dixon:
the class from Golden Horn are correct: road kills the
Yukon highways are a conservation concern for smvalbd-
land caribou herds that are declining or have uatestatus.

Many of their winter ranges intersect with primdrgh-
ways in Yukon. Of course, as | said, | will ask tiegional bi-
ologist in southern Yukon to work with the Departief
Highways and Public Works, First Nations, and comityu
members to come up with a plan that would incluake,the
member said, increasing driver awareness througiege, as
well as working with the Department of Highways apublic
Works to limit or change their use of maintenancedpcts,
which attract animals to the highway — anythingt tva@ can
do to reduce that number.

As | said, my understanding is that six animalsehdied
already this year. Anything that we can do to redtat num-
ber is of benefit to those herds.

Ms. Moorcroft: | appreciate the efforts made by the
Department of Environment and by the minister. Vdaudder-
stand that managing wildlife and our interactiorihwhem can
be difficult and that plans and projects change.

We also understand that the government needs t@kspe
with other departments, with our partners and ilst Na-
tions.

So let me ask the minister this: If this directithrat he
provides to the department works, will the ministgpand it to
other areas such as the Rancheria area where tibecare
also killed on the road?

Hon. Mr. Dixon: Thanks for the suggestion from the
member opposite. | would say yes — if we are sisfaksn
this area, it would be only logical to extend thabgram
throughout the Yukon. | would say, though, thatashdition,
there are a number of things that we continue tdodtyy to
address this issue — brushing in the ditches ohipleways, as
well as reducing our usage of products that attaadtnals to
the highway and increasing the signage and driwareness to
prevent drivers from having collisions with animals

Furthermore, | would like to offer, at least atsthpoint,
that if there is interest in the classroom at Golthorn Ele-
mentary School, | would be happy to suggest hawingbiolo-
gist visit the classroom and discuss these matserghat the
kids in the classroom can have their input int@ thiocess as
well.

Speaker: The time for Question Period has now
elapsed. We will now proceed with Orders of the Day

ORDERS OF THE DAY

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

INTRODUCTION OF VISITORS

Mr. Elias: With your indulgence, Mr. Speaker, | ask
that all members in the Assembly join me in welaogniwo of
my constituents today, Mr. Shawn Bruce and Mr. Patel.

Applause

Hon. Mr. Cathers: | move that the Speaker do now
leave the Chair and that the House resolve into Gittee of

The member opposite, and of coursethe Whole.

Speaker: It has been moved by the Government House
Leader that the Speaker do now leave the Chairtlaaidthe
House resolve into Committee of the Whole.
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Motion agreed to

Speaker leaves the Chair

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE

Chair (Ms. McLeod): Order. Committee of the Whole
will now come to order.

The matter before the Committee today is Bill NoFiBst
Appropriation Act, 2012-13We are going to continue general
debate on Vote 2, Executive Council Office. Wolié mem-
bers like a brief recess?

All Hon. Members: Agreed.

Chair: Committee of the Whole will recess for 15
minutes.

Recess

Chair: Order please. Committee of the Whole will

now come to order.

Bill No. 6: First Appropriation Act, 2012-13 —
continued

Chair: The matter before the Committee is Bill No. 6,
First Appropriation Act, 2012-13We’'re continuing general
debate on Vote 2, Executive Council Office.

Executive Council Office — continued

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: | had the pleasure of presenting
information to this House on Tuesday, May 1, akibet pro-
grams of the Executive Council Office. As | notdwen, the
Executive Council Office is a central agency widsponsibil-
ity for supporting Cabinet governance and the éffecfunc-
tioning of government. It also provides corporagadership
and services in a range of areas and works clegigtydepart-
ments to support their work and to ensure ovexardination
on broad issues and priorities.

As | described to this House, the Executive Cou@ffice
officials are involved in various ways in relatibifss with
other governments within the Yukon, across Canaxbirter-
nationally. Our engagement in these forums helgnture that
Yukon is well-positioned to contribute to the CaiaadCon-
federation. During the debate on Tuesday, the mesniygpo-
site asked some specific questions about varicugram areas
within the ECO. | would like to take a few momemtsnow
provide the information | committed to provide befave turn
to further questions about the ECO budget reques2G12-13.

On May 1 in the House, while Bill No. &jrst Appropria-
tion Act, 2012-13 Executive Council Office, was being de-
bated, the Leader of the Official Opposition askethe ques-
tions, and I'm happy to provide further detailedswaers to
those questions.

With regard to theYukon Environmental and Socio-
economic Assessment Acr YESAA, the three parties —
Canada, the Council of Yukon First Nations and Yuke-
agreed to initiate a five-year review by May 200@e're five
years after the act came into force. In fact, theew was initi-
ated in April 2008. No specific time was given tumplete the
review.

A consultant agreed to by the parties submittedteserva-
tions and conclusion report to the review steedognmittee in
October 2009. The parties, First Nations and thkoviuEnvi-
ronmental and Socio-economic Assessment Board ftyma
met six times, from January 2010 to June 2011,douds the
report's recommendations. The parties and FirstoNathave
reached agreement, without prejudice, on the ntgjarfi the
recommendations with less than a handful of outktenissues
that the parties have not yet reached an agreeopamt. The
review steering committee completed a draft repod mem-
bers submitted it to their organizations for reviamd analysis
in June of 2011. Based on the responses to thé wenabw
report and the lack of resolution on specific issube parties
drafted an interim report in April of 2012. YukondaCanada
have agreed to the wording of this report and tenCil of
Yukon First Nations is currently reviewing it.

The Department of Aboriginal Affairs and Northerre-D
velopment Canada is submitting the interim repoitg minis-
ter for direction on concluding the YESAA five-yemview.
One-third of the recommendations that came ouhefreview
have been implemented and work continues on addgese
identified issues and improving the YESAA process.

The Leader of the Official Opposition also sougtibrma-
tion about the recently established YESAA forumg dncan
tell you that the Government of Canada and Yukookon
First Nations, the Council of Yukon First Natiorsnd the
Yukon Environmental and Socio-economic Assessmerair®
are engaged in a working level YESAA forum to addr20 of
the issues arising from the five-year review.

The first meeting of the YESAA forum was held onridp
11 and 12, 2012. The members in attendance accapteaft
terms of reference to guide the operations of ¢therh. Formal
government acceptance of the terms of referencenbiabeen
initiated by the members at this time. The firstetirey of the
forum dealt with the selection of five issues to dealt with
over the next year and included presentations #uliskions
about cumulative effects. The five issues weregheducation
about cumulative effects; involvement of First a8 in the
YESAA process outside of the decision-making precés-
plementing mitigations; preparing guidance docusierind
addressing socio-economic mitigations. Future aggndill
examine other YESAA-related issues identified ia tive-year
review process.

In follow-up to another question from the Leadertioé
Official Opposition about the government no longetuding a
qguestion about the number of minimum wage earnmera the
labour force survey, | can provide the followindgammation.
The Leader of the Official Opposition probably imded to
mean the Yukon business survey, rather than trerdéthbour
force survey. There was a question on minimum wagie
Yukon business survey. The member is correct tmatques-
tion was recently removed and it might be helpfuptovide a
bit of history. It was decided in 2008 to includergnimum
wage question in the 2008 and 2009 Yukon businesgeg.
This request was made by departments funding theguThe
survey indicated that 98 workers earned minimum evay
2008 and 37 people earned minimum wage in 2009fover
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10,000 workers. The question was removed from €1 Zur-
vey as the numbers of people reported being padnamum
wage were very low in the previous surveys and dbpart-
ments who sponsored the survey no longer felt thaher
tracking was required on an ongoing basis.

The departments that were involved in funding therey
and reviewing the questions are Economic Developraed
Tourism and Education.

On Tuesday, during the ECO debate, the LeadereoOth
ficial Opposition asked a question about water fess and
whether there was any change for large scale irdusise of
water and water use fees.

There has been no change in fees for 10 yearswaker
licence fees for industrial, miscellaneous and guarojects
are set according to the quantity of water usenied, plus the
application fee of $30.

The member opposite also asked if the Land Claints a
Implementation Secretariat is currently negotiatangy pro-
gram and service transfer agreements on behalf udoiY.
These are now referred to as the assumption obnsgglity
agreements, or ARAs. The secretariat is currergigotiating
assumption of responsibility agreements around halcand
drug services. While there are discussions on othatters
taking place with First Nation governments, thisight now
the only active file.

| think that answers the questions that we had ldinsit
down and see if we have any further questions.

Ms. Hanson:
the minister responsible for Executive Council €dfifor pro-
viding those responses. It's very helpful to getugpdate on
YESAA. When it was negotiated as the developmesess
ment process in the land claims, it was envisiotied this
would be an innovative approach to dealing withimmental
and socio-economic aspects of assessment of mimtbmajor
projects throughout the territory.

It's also encouraging to hear that this five-yeaview is
focusing on some of the issues that people antaipaould
need to be addressed as the implementation of YEB®AAe
territory moves forward — in particular, the issugscumula-
tive effects and mitigation. Those are incrediblgpbrtant
pieces.

| appreciate the update on the minimum wage froersth-
tistics bureau and certainly we’ll want to comelbata future
date with respect to a conversation on industisal of water in
the territory. | love the way acronyms change —nsw we
have PSDAs evolving into ARAs. That's a fun aspeEfqbublic
service.

| think there are only four elements of the Exegaiti
Council Office that remain to be discussed todathank the
officials for providing updates and additional infaation with
respect to the aspects of the question on the erortétrategies
funding. | just wanted to — because that triggeseguestion
for me — so, the northern strategy trust was eistaddi, | be-
lieve, in the mid-2000s.

We see, sort of laced throughout the budget, thiat ac-
cessed for different purposes by First Nations different
aspects of the territorial government. | would bteiested in

Thank you, Madam Chair, and | thank

knowing what balance remains of this initial $40%wom in-
vestment by Canada?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: While all the money has not yet
been spent, all the money has been allocated feqtso There
is no more new money for the northern strategyt taisthis
time. We are waiting for reports back now from 2@11-12
year, but in terms of opportunities for furtheréstment under
that strategy, that fund has “sunsetted”.

Ms. Hanson: | just have a couple of quick questions
with respect to the position that is in the ExeamtCouncil
Office, as sort of an umbrella that the Executiwi@il Office
forms — the office of the science advisor. From website,
we are told that the office of the science adviadvises on
scientific policy and strategy, develops and appBeientific
knowledge, and increases scientific awareness #adhdy
within the Yukon government and Yukon in general.

From that, Madam Chair, | take it that the advisas two
main functions: education and policy work. So | éi@ couple
of questions for the minister. First of all, howshthe Yukon
science advisor been involved in forming policy ayalern-
ment strategy? Does the Yukon government bring irare
how do they do that — the science advisor whenudisiag
matters of economic, environmental and environmeses-
tainability?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: As this has been a relatively new
role that the government is committed to, | think @an look at
a couple of different examples.

One of the roles the science advisor can play isrerthere
is a potential economic impact, such as the piratldénfesta-
tion in British Columbia, and having this individuze able to
do the research, and then be able to then pronieestipport
and information to the specific line departmentgive them
advice and counsel.

In terms of the evolution of the policy, | thinkathwe are
still, in fact, in the infancy of combining this isace and
knowledge and then working it into where we arenggiin
terms of the government policy. | know that theiwidlal has
been utilized to be able to be a part of many sifieriorums
that are going on, both in a learning and a reptesiee re-
sponsibility for the Yukon, and being able to brithgs back,
first to share where we are as a territory, and &soring back
information for us. Certainly, this individual hbeen active in
climate change evaluation issues and InternatiBaddr Year
Research findings — certainly, sharing informatibeing re-
sponsible for that and advising on future research.

We talked on Tuesday about the Beaufort as welligon
sues like that, about the necessity to be ableate lthe scien-

tific knowledge that's required as well — that pasi will
play an increasing role for us.
Ms. Hanson: | thank the minister for that response.

Just one last question, or clarification, on the af the science
advisor then — it sounds to me like it's partiallyresearch
function as well. If the government wants to heaatthe sci-
ence advisor has — or is it an expectation thatrdte of the
science advisor is to provide that sort of — wigl, want of
another term, “honest broker”? Like this is whatyoeed to
take into consideration when you are looking atithpact of
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this government initiative with respect to climatkange or
with respect to renewable energy. Where do theyngetted in
the process here?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: | guess, to clarify, | mean this po-
sition isn’t actually doing research, but actuadlya person who
can gather and poll information and look at rededhat has
been done on specific issues wherever those pleewithin
the world that are doing the cutting-edge researctssues that
are important to Yukoners.

They're not actually out doing the science, butrghen
behalf of the government, being able to pull tigether to be
able to provide the government’s departments with infor-
mation as it is evolving, because that's what smes. Part of
that job then is to gather information that's peetit — gather
the information regarding research, and providerimftion to
senior officials as a result of the informationttshe has been
able to ascertain.

Ms. Hanson:
just have one area of questioning and then | beltke Mem-
ber for Takhini-Kopper King has one or two quessias well.

The last area that | have in this is the whole espkthe
administration of public inquiries and plebiscitdhe Public

those would be things that the government wouldrteecon-
sider in determining the need for a public inquiry.

Ms. Hanson: | appreciate the minister’s response, and
I hope that he will take seriously the expressedcems of
many Yukoners about the absolute need for a pubdairy
into the issues not solely related to the deatH2arier Creek,
but the issues that gave rise to those deaths.

The last aspect is, of course, that we note thatetlis,
again, a $1 marker for the notion of always theeptél in any
democracy, and thBlebiscite Actsays that, “Whenever it ap-
pears to the Commissioner in Executive Council ...te-gov-
ernment — “that an expression of opinion of théljmis nec-
essary or desirable on any matter, the Commissionerecu-
tive Council may direct by regulation that a pleiiis be held.”

I wonder if the minister opposite has given thoutghton-
ducting a plebiscite on a matter that seems to bamsiderable
public expressions of interest, that being the Rebr water-

| thank the minister for his response. | shed?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: | think, in fact, we did on October
11.
Ms. White: I would like to thank the official for being

here today. My questions are specifically relatedard the

Inquiries Actindicates that an inquiry can be made into anyYouth Directorate, and that is where | am goingado

matter connected with the conduct of the publidress of the
Yukon, or a public concern.

It's always reassuring to see the approach usddast in-
dicating that government recognizes that thergistantial for
the need of any of these things by marking it Withe dollar”,
which is a signal that government’s aware thatelsepotential
for an expenditure in that area.

My question for the minister is — we’'ve heard resfgan
light of the fact that there hasn’t been a coran@rguest into
the deaths in Porter Creek. What would make thergehation
that a matter is of sufficient public concern tmeggate a public
inquiry?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: It's an interesting question. |
think there are a lot of things that would factotoi whether
there is a need or not, of an inquiry, and whatrevéfying to
find out. Is there something that we need to fiot?d think, in
the matter about which the member opposite wasksmga
there is still outstanding information we're wadgito hear be-
fore making any ultimate decision.

But with regard to public inquiries and plebiscjtés my
recollection there has never been a plebiscitaenviukon. The
last public inquiry was in 1997, so 15 years age W last
public inquiry.

Ms. Hanson: I would just like to probe a little bit fur-
ther, in terms of what the guiding principles fbist govern-
ment would be with respect to establishing thatrthieire of an
issue is of sufficient public concern to conduciraguiry.

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: | think there are a lot of factors
that would need to be considered when determiningther or
not there should be a public inquiry — how longitl take,
what it will cost, what we will learn from it, arid there some-
thing we can take away as a result of that? Thazddibe all
of the things that would not be the only determisasf decid-
ing on whether there should be a public inquiryt tertainly

| was on the website and | printed out the pageittatks
about the goals: to improve overall services tongppeople;
increase youth awareness of initiatives through@ukon; in-
crease youth involvement in programs for youth;phgbuth
contribute to their communities in a positive waytd to im-
prove the health of Yukon youth. I was wonderingvhone
measures those goals.

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: Evaluation of the Youth Director-
ate funding programs is an ongoing activity witkive Execu-
tive Council Office. As recipients of the fundingeayouth-
service providers across the territory, the depamtmhas
worked directly with these service providers anthvinterde-
partmental committees to ensure accountability ddressed
both at the front end of the funding approval pescas well as
during the life of each project or program fundagyeement.

The approach is one that balances accountabilitly veia-
sonable expectations for reporting. It does notasgpa cum-
bersome process on recipients, recognizing thatyraee non-
governmental organizations run simply by voluntdeymg to
make a difference. The approach taken is diffefentthose
organizations receiving ongoing program funding dhdse
receiving funding that is project-specific. For thiegoing pro-
gram funding agreements with youth-serving orgaiona
here in Whitehorse, department officials meet wlih board of
each organization at least once every year and heyelar
meetings with the executive director of each orgation.

At these meetings, department officials are ablprtwide
updates on the strategic objectives that the govert funding
is to meet and the organization is able to disewsgs in which
they can deliver this programming to meet thosedbjes. It
is an opportunity to talk about how accountabifity program
delivery is being documented and provide suggestfonim-
provements. In the past couple of years, this leaslted in
new forms of reporting the plans of the organizati the be-
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ginning of the year and also their quarterly finahand pro-
gram activity reporting. As | mentioned at the begng, this
form of continuous evaluation and improvement hesvgn
successful with these program funding agreemerdsaanwill
continue to use this process.

For funding programs that are application-driven the
youth investment fund and the youth leadershipvitiets pro-
gram — evaluation activities are again informahature and
incremental. Internal to government, both fundinggpams are
supported by interdepartmental committees with esgnta-
tives from numerous departments. Part of the anhusiness
cycle for each of these committees includes a vewé the
application forms in advance of the funding period.

Then, as organizations are reporting on their #iets/ the
committee reviews the kinds of programming involved-
ported benefits for youth in each community, theeek to
which the programs were offered to a broad ranggoath in
the community, and basically some other local fegtas well.
This ongoing evaluation then informs recommendatitmthe
Youth Directorate for changes in the subsequent B@onsors
of projects are encouraged to actively seek difeetlback
from youth participants in the programs offeredwad. So the
year-end reports include both quantitative anditpiale feed-
back on how well the youth thought the objectivéshe pro-
gram were met. Sometimes even the actual handewrigom-
ments on youth evaluation forms are also providddch cer-
tainly provides program administrators with a dirbasis on
which to assess the impact the programs are hawinghe
youth in the various communities.

Ms. White:
was asking about how the Youth Directorate selfteatas.
One of the goals, for example, is to improve overatvices to
young people or to increase youth awareness ofatinis
throughout the Yukon, so how does the directorat- s
measure? How can we be sure that we are incregsiatp
awareness of initiatives? How is the directoratgrioning

overall services to young people — that kind off-sel

evaluation?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski:
ways that can both subjectively and objectivelyigevwhat's
happening. For example, how many people — it's &8/ @s
looking at how many people are looking at the websivhat
the comments are and the number of comments wieagtas
a result of program delivery.

Within the component itself, | think as a governmem
think it is very important that we continue to haue opportu-
nity to look at programs and see whether the prograre
meeting their objectives. Are they providing vafoe Yukon-
ers? Are they providing the most value they canWido we
continue to evolve as | sort of described answeltiegorevious
guestion about the continuous re-evaluation of wieite do-
ing, because it is a very fluid thing, especialiytwyouth. | can
speak personally about that, and we will contiragklat both
subjective and objective ways of evaluation to twd to
hopefully address the needs that are out therepemdde the
funding in a manner that is most efficient and tiesbest im-

| think there are a number of

pact for taxpayers’ dollars to provide those sexsiand pro-
grams for youth.

Ms. White: When | was on the website, | was looking
under “community support” and | was able to find @thich
organizations within the City of Whitehorse — Bring Youth
Towards Equality, Youth of Today Society, Boys aBdls
Club of Whitehorse and the Comité Espoir Jeunessare—
funded. It talks about how there are other sodeitieYukon
that are funded. Can you please give me an ideahat or-
ganizations are funded outside of the City of Whiitse?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: As | sort of described earlier, |
think it can be application-based, so they enterdgiplications
from — it could be from the municipality, from aayp of vol-
unteers, from the First Nation. So groups can labthis fund-
ing in a variety of ways and come forward with gaplecation
with their idea on how they would like to make &eatience. |
think it's an opportunity, again, to acknowledge thork that
— as | had said, a lot of times these things anegoeelivered
by volunteers themselves — people within their camity,
who are committed to ensuring that our youth todiaye
things to do and keeping them busy and ensuringhles have
the best chances they can to be successful.

In 2012-13, seventeen communities will receive leev
$15,000 and $25,000 — basically based on the siztheo
community — to apply for community-based programéélp
make a difference within their community.

Ms. White: I, too, would like to acknowledge the
work that these organizations and these voluntéers know
that growing up in Whitehorse — back when | washigh

| thank the minister for his answers, but | school, we had Tim Hortons that was open 24 houtaya and

we had the pool hall. So they offered places tobgh we have
come a long way. | acknowledge that, and I'm végnikful.

Are there any other organizations outside of thty ©f
Whitehorse that receive core funding, like the gouhat |
listed before?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: There isn’'t but, as | described, |
think that it creates that flexibility for peoplehe have an idea
within a community to come forward and be ablertothings
and see how they work in their community and firchtt
unigueness and | guess a lot of times what thelytifed kids
are going to buy into and be committed and involvethink
that provides that flexibility with the smaller leathat we have
and the smaller communities.

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

INTRODUCTION OF VISITORS

Chair: Mr. Dixon, on a point of order.

Hon. Mr. Dixon: I would like to ask members to join
me in welcoming Kluane Adamek, the director of FMations
Education with the Council of Yukon First Nations.

Applause

Ms. White: | was wondering if the minister was aware
of the girls group that has been organized in leawd has been
working very hard fundraising for activities. Howould a new
rising community organization go about seeking doreding
from the government through the Youth Directorate?
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Hon. Mr. Pasloski:
organizations outside of Whitehorse that get caraling. As |
mentioned, at this point, there is opportunity ifadividuals or
groups within a community to come forward with ide#@s
we’ve always said, we're open to hear what ideasoat there.
There is always opportunity to listen to what hasrbbrought
forward and whether it's something that we can sribs to in
a manner that can make a difference while enstthiat) we
continue to be responsible, as well.

The NGO funding policy would provide an evaluation

framework from which they could be able to movewfard
with that. Of course, there are youth investmemjguts, as
well. So there are many streams that there is adoesbut |
think there is a framework from which interestedugs could
come forward.

Ms. White:
arrives in Whitehorse organizations and that ipsta commu-
nities to make the applications to have their prots funded,
one of the Youth Directorate’s goals is to impraxerall ser-
vices to young people and it's to increase youtiolvement in
programs for youth. What is being done to reachcttramuni-
ties, to encourage outreach, to encourage comreartii help
themselves? What steps are being taken to maketlsairas
covered?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski:
believe that the group you're talking about in Faradhere was
an announcement that they just recently receivetedonding.
So | just thought | would put that on the record.

Because | was listening to two people at one timego-
ing to say that, in terms of outreach applicatigdhgre is al-
ways youth engagement involved in where we're gang
what happens and certainly the opportunity for sig#s oc-
curs as well — and I'm probably just going to det inember
opposite to ask her next question and then I'll enalare | hear
the whole thing this time.

Ms. White:
same question, because | think it is relevant. WAventalk
about the goals of the Youth Directorate — so thathout
community involvement and making sure that youtkiehac-
cess to these kinds of programs — what is being donmeach
the communities, to encourage community involvenasmd to
encourage outreach in the communities? How are elginy
communities help themselves?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski:
ally goes out to those communities and in termthaf discus-
sion, the community has to have had that discussitm the
youth to ensure that what the youth are sayinghatis being
brought forward in this outreach program. That adrigoes to
the community and it's through the input from treaigh within
that community where the decisions are made.

Ms. White:
all communities to see if there are outreach pmograr pro-
grams that the youth would like to see?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski:
community, there needs to be that engagement. Woejd be
able to talk to the youth program advisor by phasdo what

Knowing now that all of the core funding

One of the ministers said that |

I'm actually just going to go back to that

The youth program advisor actu-

At this time, we don't have any they're doing. The youth program advisor does ravetation.

Actually, the new position started in Februarylutyear.

So, we need to see engagement by the community. Tha

conversation starts on the phone for discussionstabhat the
ideas are and what is the commitment in terms efcthnsulta-
tion with the youth in that community — and thehwie have
that, there is opportunity for the advisor to makéip to the
community.

Ms. White: | thank the minister for that answer.

It makes a lot of sense for the communities thatadready
actively searching for that kind of assistance.

What does the Youth Directorate do for communitiest
may be lacking that sort of leadership within tencnunity —
communities that maybe are not having that contiersavith
their youth? What role does the Youth Directordsey pn as-
sisting those communities becoming more active whtair
youth populations?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: The position — this person is
willing to meet with whomever they can and that \dobe the
First Nation; it could be with municipal governmgittcould
be with the RCMP; it could be with the school;éutd be with
the recreation person who works in that communitge-there
are a lot of opportunities so long as we have peogio are
willing to be engaged.

| got the amount — the Faro Arts and Recreatiorngiss
tion will receive $4,300 for its Girls Night Outtreat: Prevent-
ing violence is what that was. As | mentioned befdhere is
also funding available via the youth investmentdfun

Ms. White: Just to go along that same line, we're still
talking about people who are looking for assistariseevery
community in the Yukon affected by grants from trieuth
Directorate? Right now, is every community benefj#t For
the communities that aren’t benefiting, how is Yath Direc-
torate assisting those communities in engaging tfoeith?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: | think 1 mentioned it before. |
said there were 17 communities receiving betweén(RD and
$25,000 in funding, based on the size of their comity as
well.

Part of this is that | want to admire the peopl¢himi the
communities who are making a difference for theimeunity.
| think we spoke about this with the Minister of Uedtion as
well in terms that | think we all play a role in kiag sure our
children have the best opportunity to have a godwdcation
and to be responsible to ensure that we have tiiamgsur kids
to engage them. So | think that while the governndees play
a role, it's not the only role in terms of youthgegement. |
think there needs to be responsibility by parents lay citizens
of the community as well.

So | think it's collectively, and through the efferthat
government does — I'm just saying that the govemirsenot

That's excellent. Does the advisor go toresponsible. It's not solely their job — and | wantacknowl-

edge those people who go out of their way andptheir time
to ensure that youth have those opportunities ép kkem on a

As | mentioned before, within the path for the greatest possibility for success @fthiure.

Ms. White: So, in that vein — that it's up to the
communities to help themselves — does the Youtledbarate
put on any kind of information sessions about hbeytcould
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go about organizing youth organizations or acte®l If we
want communities to actively help themselves, haesdthe
Youth Directorate support those community initia8@

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: | think there are a number of
ways in which the government continues to reachtolgup-
port youth and communities. We were just talkingwhba few
of them — involvement with Recreation and Parkso&gation
of Yukon, with the website and working directly wiyouth
service providers, bringing them in as well.

If you want to have a complete list of what's hagipg
we’d be willing be provide you with that informatio

Ms. White: That would be great. | can't find that on
the website, but it's just curiosity, | guess, amdinterest.

I'm going to move on to the youth investment fu@h-
line | found out that it provides funding to orgaations for up
to $5,000 for projects like youth leadership depetent, train-
ing initiatives, substance abuse prevention, peemselling,
skill development programs, recreation and physactivities,
and youth camps.

My question is this: When was the youth investnfend
last reviewed — for example, the amounts of fundang the
eligibility requirements?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: The youth investment fund is an
allocation of money that is dedicated to youth @ct§ through
an application process. It is supported by the Eepnt of
Community Services, Education, Executive Councificef
through the Youth Directorate, Health and Sociatviges,
Justice and the Women'’s Directorate.

When we talk about youth, we mean people who ademun
the age of 19. As the member stipulated, orgamiratcan ap-
ply for up to $5,000 per project. Any Yukon orgatinn that
is a legal entity can apply. These include regesteron-profit
organizations in good standing; municipalities amihcorpo-
rated communities; First Nation governments or pizgtions;
school committees or councils. Individuals cannppla di-
rectly to the youth investment fund.

What can you do with the money? You can pay wages;
you can provide an honorarium; you can use it éotals, lease
of room space or equipment; program supplies orerizds;
production of resources, such as pamphlets, postermnuals;
travel within the Yukon or, in some instances, grapeakers or
facilitators to the Yukon; travel, meals, actuaktsofor food,
gas and that sort of thing; advertising and proamotdf the
project; and up to 50 percent toward the purch&sgpment
to a maximum of $1,000, and the equipment mustssersial
to the project.

The money, | think, is currently at $102,000. Glikes
are reviewed annually. Funding — | would have teathwhen
it was increased last. It has remained static disé douple of
years.

Ms. White: Are there any changes to the youth in-
vestment fund anticipated?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: There are no changes this year.

Ms. White: Right now, we are at a pretty interesting
point in time, where youth are becoming more inedhand
more active within communities, within their ownnamuni-
ties, within school groups and becoming more awar¢he
things around them. My questions are more abowdssory
role for youth.

How were Yukon youth consulted about legislatia@gu-
lations, programs and services that might affeetrth How are
they given a voice for changes that affect theraatly?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: I am a bit confused by the ques-
tion. | am not sure what she is referring to — ymow, what
we should be informing them about. | do not knowettier
that, in fact, plays into the role of the Youth &itorate, in
terms of what their responsibilities are.

Ms. White: It is a youth question, which falls under
the Youth Directorate, | imagine. It is just absoaking advan-
tage of their — “their” referring to the youth —perience.

I'm trying to figure out how to say this. For exalmpa
youth in care right now is under the care of th&egoment

Does the youth investment fund approve money for anuntil they reach 24. But lots of them don’t knovathSo how

youth project? The answer to that is no. Money $etodbe ap-
proved for projects that engage youth in positigpartunities.
Common themes for projects include: youth leadersimd
training initiatives; substance abuse preventiaerpcounsel-
ing; skill development programs; recreation andsital ac-
tivities and youth camps. Every youth investmemtdfyroject
is certainly unique. Projects should include as ynairthe fol-
lowing items as possible. They create social amdeegional
opportunities for youth. They should promote ssteem and
positive self image among youth.

They should promote leadership, skill developmemd a
training; it should promote increased employmend aduca-
tional opportunities for youth; it should encourate devel-
opment of positive lifestyle choices and have yopthy a
meaningful part in the planning and, really, thaning of the
project; build bridges between youth and adultshiwitthe
community; and involve a variety of people, suppamt re-
sources from the community and add to what the coniiy
already has going for it.

do we as government involve them in those discns8ids
there an advisory role for youth within government?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: The Minister of Education says
he is currently resurrecting the student advisayncil at the
school level. We encourage everybody to get engaggdst
goes back to the point that | think, fundamentaihg govern-
ment does not play a role in everything that welallSo we're
describing some of the great work and some of hEoduni-
ties from various funding sources to help youthaihYukon
communities to be able to have the best opportumitgrms of
their education and giving them meaningful oppdttes that
will give them the best chance to be successfthair lives.

We also acknowledge that we as individuals all glagle
ourselves in looking after ourselves and ensurlrag tve are
engaged and accessible. Certainly today’s generatiore so
than any before, has access to information and kmbere to
find things instantaneously when they pull out thiEhone or
their BlackBerry and hit the Internet button andtig@oogle.

| think there are a lot of opportunities today, map than
there has been in the past. | think the commumicatdbntinues
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to be important. | think the good work of the Mieisof Edu-
cation in terms of looking at that opportunity fkids to be
more engaged within the schools and with an adyisouncil
are all great steps to help kids, to empower kidkraake them
feel more confident to be able to move forward baduccess-
ful.

Ms. White: I'd like to thank the Minister of Education
for his vision there. | believe that by getting y@muth involved
in decisions that affect them on a daily basis meae’re go-
ing to have a more engaged school population ampefaby
that can start affecting some of the missed days.

We have advisory councils for many matters, whétie c
zens get together to talk about the issues. Thagwegovern-
ment’'s plans and the legislative changes that aiegbpro-
posed. Why don’t we have an advisory council ontlyassues
that would have youth at the table?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: | think that we saw it during the
election. There are organizations — Bringing Yotithwards
Equality — there are a lot of opportunities. Th&elso that
responsibility for individuals to be engaged. Inthiright now
we have a number of sources and we have descrihachber
of different ways in which this government reachesto hear
what the needs are of youth of this community atigérocom-
munities. We have also talked about the roles asgdansibili-
ties of people within the communities to be engatedhelp
with youth of today — being volunteers or teactadtsr school
or RCMP in their communities. | think that there @ number
of ways that we can ensure that we all play out foagive the
greatest chance for each individual youth to beswacessful
and they can be.

Ms. White:
look for other programs — such things as daycareseation,
sports, dental, mental health, youth justice, items planning
and a whole bunch of other things that are direothelation to
young people — they fall under the Department oélbheand
Social Services.

My question is this: Why is the Youth Directorateder
the Executive Council Office, and not under the &&pent of
Health and Social Services?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: | think that there are a lot of times
that we could debate why a program exists in thigpsor in
that shop, so | think that it has existed in ExeeutCouncil
Office for about the last decade.

As to why it was put there, that predates me. Inmeight
now it is historic — that is the reason. | thinlathhe thinking
was that this is sort of a corporately driven pamgy and that is
why it was under the umbrella — as the leader ef@ificial
Opposition mentioned — of Executive Council Offie®, that
is | think the determination. | do not think thatspeaks of
where it stands in terms of priority, by sayingttitaneeds to be
in Health and Social Services versus Executive Cib@ffice.
| think that in fact it used to exist in Education.

It's about youth. When we talk about youth and ez
youth, | think we on this side of the House canpbeud be-
cause we have with us right now — actually, the istar of
Energy, Mines and Resources | believe was the yesing
elected MLA in the Yukon when he was first elect€de Min-

ister of Environment and Economic Development &ybung-
est minister in the Yukon as well.

I would talk about the involvement and engagem&hgre
possible, with parents and other members within roanities
or the people in Whitehorse. When | talk about \&tmitrse, it
could be within Takhini or within Porter Creek. Bihink there
are people who play that role. Again, | want toremkledge all
of the people who unselfishly go out of their way.

I was actually refereeing the Yukon Invitational iBw
Meet last weekend. | have been involved with swingnWith
my kids being swimmers, I've been involved with swing
for many years. | have been officiating at inteioal and
Olympic trial meets. It was almost a year sinceabuhere last.

But | went to this meet and | saw individuals whe a
coaching who used to have kids who were swimmingha
program, but haven't been in the program now foryg@rs.
They are still there. Their kids are gone and thaye their
own lives, but they're still there with the littleds or different
abilities. It doesn’t matter where we look, we sxamples of
people who are giving back to their community agitdivesting
in today’s youth to give them those opportunitiggist, again,
want to acknowledge that.

Ms. White: | thank the minister for the stories. So,
saying that it has been historically in Executivau@cil Office
because it got put there approximately 10 years velgen it
was moved out of Education — just because it'sethmaw and
it was there before, is it the best fit to havevithin the Execu-
tive Council Office, or could it possibly be bets=rved under
Health and Social Services?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: Those are the kind of decisions

If I were to go through the budget and that | would interject that if the senior officididlt that that was

most warranted and came to discuss that, then thostl be
things that could be considered. You can alwaysagelhe
merits of where is the best place. | think that Eomfortable
with where it is. However, if there was a pointtime where
the officials were to come back to us and say, &Hera reason
why we think that we should make a change,” welkgags
open to that. Today it is in the Executive Couri@ifice and |
don’t expect any change unless that was warrantgasstfied
and somebody could tell me why. There has alwags beays
to do things. If we get to that point then we’'ddagtainly will-
ing to look at that.

Ms. White: Understanding the importance and the
value of the Executive Council Office and how ity this
very important role with these different organinat — we
saw when we were under the debate of Highways anudicP
Works when | had questions for the French Langu&ey®ices
Directorate the confusion that ensued. Viewing thatFrench
Language Services Directorate is important anditredso is a
centralized agency, is there any thought to mowmegFrench
Language Services Directorate from the Departmémigh-
ways and Public Works into the Executive Counciiic2f?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: Not to date has there been that
discussion. | think the same answer applies. Gbauk to the
member’'s question about the Youth Directorate, Lidcsay
that the greatest context for which Youth Directeris in Ex-
ecutive Council Office is because really it is abaleadership
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role. Leadership is under the auspice of Execufiwancil Of-

fice. | think that putting it under Health and SacBervices
really limits it and sends a message that it's aenaefined

role. | think that having it under the auspice ofe&utive

Council Office and the leadership role definesiieimuch lar-
ger degree, if that makes sense, in terms of isgrgdhe scope
of what can be done. | think that is one of thedve¢asons for
continuing to leave it where it is.

Ms. White:
that same idea — right now the French Languagei@ekind
of gets lost in the vastness of Highways and Publarks. At
one point in time French Language Services Diratéowas in
the Executive Council Office. Realizing that it leateadership
role to play and that it's a very essential sert@eéhe govern-
ment, are there any thoughts on having that mawa the De-
partment of Highways and Public Works into the Exde
Council Office?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: As | stated, at this time, there is
no interest or discussion regarding changing whaseof these
programs currently sit within the corporate struetu

Mr. Tredger:
my constituents raised with me came to mind. Pexliag min-
ister opposite could answer the question: Durirg fihe-year
review of YESAA — and if you just go back to YESAA,;
apologize for missing it when it was up earlier -asithere any
consideration given to having a designated offic€armacks?
The Carmacks area, as we know, is centre of af lioidoistrial
activity. A number of people there feel they woldd better
served, rather than out of Mayo or out of Whitebkoi§ there
was a designated office in Carmacks. To me, it makét of
sense. | wondered whether it had come up durinditeeyear
review and whether any consideration had been gioehat,
and if not, would some consideration be given?o it

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: Thanks to the member opposite.
The five-year review wasn’t doing an evaluationsadé loca-
tions for where their offices are located. Also, Y&A is actu-
ally maintained through the federal offices assitai federal
piece of legislation. So we’re not involved in tlddtermina-
tion.

Mr. Tredger: Would this government, in their part-
nership on behalf of the citizens of Carmacks, Jofuls such a
designated office — or promote it?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: I'm not quite sure what we would
gain from that. We have an office for each arethefterritory.
There is one established for that area alreadyinBseasing
another office to work within the same jurisdictiisn| suspect,
just duplicity — duplication. There's some debatmuat that
word. | think that's probably not something that tfederal
government at this time would be willing to conside

Mr. Tredger:
Carmacks, | believe that since the districts wesmldished,
there has been a lot of development since thespgears that
the Carmacks area is one of the hubs of activitg.tsik about
the White Gold area and the Casino area, both afhwtan be
accessed through Carmacks, and in fact are beingssed
through Carmacks. Currently, the nearest desigraffest is in
Mayo. The officers there are only able to get dawnocca-

Just speaking again for the people in

sion. The people in Carmacks who are directly aé@avould
benefit from having face-to-face interaction. libeé that the
Mayo-Tatchun area and the Dawson area are now sbite
centres of most of the industrial activity. It marovide better
service for all Yukoners to have those designatédes serv-
ing those areas directly. | realize that as theisten stated, it's
not solely a Yukon government responsibility, butduld en-
courage them to take a serious look at that amth¢ourage the

So, using that same leadership lens andederal government to assess that, if nothing else.

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: As | know that the member oppo-
site is aware, most of the input for YESAB is dameline and
so data and required information is done on on-liredmire
the member opposite advocating on behalf of a comityin
his riding and | would suggest that perhaps he svémtput a
pen to paper and write a letter to those autharitdo make
those decisions and put forward his request.

Chair: Is there any further debate on Vote 2, Execu-
tive Council Office? We are going to move to linglme.

Hon. Mr. Cathers: Madam Chair, | think in the inter-
est of practice in debate here, the Third Party ratsasked

In earlier discussions, something thatquestions and, in the interest of allowing membieng to pre-

pare to ask questions, perhaps we might want te ghother
moment or two for them to do so.

One comment | would just add while we are waitingee
if the Third Party wishes to provide comments a time or
ask guestions of the Premier in general debate xatuEive
Council Office is just commenting briefly on theepious
question that the Premier answered for the MemtreMiayo-
Tatchun.

I'll point out that the YESA process was set uphadine
office per assessment district. So, if the Membmr Mayo-
Tatchun were to write a letter to the federal gowgent asking
for an office to be put in Carmacks, that wouldoalsonse-
quentially, mean that if they agreed to his requistvould
remove it from Mayo. Again, | think a point thadljust add to
the Premier's comments for the member’s considanat that
most of the input and most of the opportunity whpesaple
hear about input that's occurred in YESAB, occurslioe
through the YESAB site. | believe the Leader of fhird
Party has some questions — or appears to.

Chair: Mr. Elias, do you have questions on the Execu-
tive Council Office?

Mr. Elias: A couple.

Chair: Please go ahead.

Mr. Elias: Thank you, Madam Chair. | don’t have

very much today. Listening over a couple of days haurs of
discussion on the Executive Council Office, | hd&dphges of
notes, and they've all got checkmarks beside theoalbse all
the questions, for the most part, have been askg@dm@swered.

But | do want to take this opportunity to expresg gnati-
tude to the staff and the Executive Council Oftfieeause they
did provide a 13-page departmental overview, a$ agkome
budget highlights that were very informative. Weageiate it,
and we thank the staff within the department.

This budget provided for about two percent of therall
Yukon government budget, and the Premier and th@ster
responsible for the Executive Council Office hasatly pro-
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vided an overview of the department’s activitiesl axpendi-
tures. We thank him for his numerous explanationd an-
swers to the questions from the Official Opposition

Again, we only have a few more days left in thisirsg,
and | am going to be participating in line-by-lidebate, and
that is what we look forward to doing today, be@albelieve
that all of the branches were covered and manyyofjunestions
were answered by the Premier. Thank you.

Chair: Is there any further general debate?

Then we will go on to line-by-line examination, rsitag on
page 5-8.

On Corporate Services

On Operation and Maintenance Expenditures

On Cabinet and Management Support

Maybe I'll finish off with this — what example cdruse?
I guess the question is, if we're getting approdchg a num-
ber of Yukoners about an issue, can we direct brapmotion
forward to ask the Bureau of Statistics to colléata on that
specific issue?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: | want to thank the member oppo-
site for the question. | think there’s some validi€ertainly,
there are always questions that are out therénk thhat has to
be borne in mind at any time is that there will ay)& be a cost
involved with that, as well, in terms of any timencrease
workload and ask for more numbers. | think that tkane of
the considerations that needs to be looked at.

Certainly, as the minister responsible for theigtias un-
der Corporate Services, | think that’s somethingt ttould be

Cabinet and Management Support in the amount obrought forward to see whether there is a need,for if there

$1,800,000 agreed to
On Policy
Policy in the amount of $873,000 agreed to
On Communications

Mr. Elias: Can | ask the Premier for a breakdown for
this line item, please?
Hon. Mr. Pasloski: The funds are distributed:

$754,000 is for personnel; operating costs are D46 The
budget has increased by $14,000 from the previeas, which
is accounted to personnel increases.

Communications in the amount of $899,000 agreed to

On Bureau of Statistics

Mr. Elias: | would also like a breakdown for this line
item and specifically ask the question of how therddu of
Statistics prioritizes what areas of the governmanpf the
Yukon that it actually collects statistics for antly. How does
it make those decisions in terms of collectingistias?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski:
that the Bureau of Statistics uses on an ongoisg @ad those
are either socially based or economically based.

However, departments within the corporation can €om

forward requesting information because of somethihgt
they’re working on, to which they can then be ableorovide
the data. Sometimes, | think there can actuallse@ests from
outside, as well, for data on the Yukon. For theakdown,
personnel is $1,009,000 and operating costs arB,820. The
budget has increased by $84,000. Personnel costs ina
creased by $51,000. The majority of the persormaielse is
attributed to an additional 0.5 position, includadhe budget
on a one-time basis to complete work associatel v 2011
federal census.

Mr. Elias:
reason why | brought up the Bureau of Statisticsstjans is
because we, as MLAs, when Yukoners approach usho h
solve a problem or an issue — and I'll use womésssies, for
instance — the latest statistics that we can fimt tre valu-
able to help solve a problem in our territory arenf 2006.
They're done by the Government of Canada. That$ gne
instance. All the departments, for that matter,enssues that
we try to solve, and the importance of Yukon stassis very
valuable to us as lawmakers to help solve thosédlgmnus.
That's why | asked the question.

There are some core indicators

is data. Perhaps, as you've mentioned, sometimemiglet be
able to find the data being delivered through tbaefal gov-
ernment as well.

Bureau of Statistics in the amount of $1,114,00@eg to

Corporate Services Operation and Maintenance Expendi-
turesin the amount of $4,686,000 agreed to

On Capital Expenditures

On Office Furniture and Equipment

Office Furniture and Equipment in the amount of $08
agreed to

On Information Technology Equipment and Systems

Information Technology Equipment and Systems in the
amount of $44,000 agreed to

On Building Maintenance, Renovations and Space

Ms. Hanson: Just a question, Madam Chair. Does this
amount represent the costs associated with movamgests of
Executive Council Office into the old library?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: Yes, it does.

Building Maintenance, Renovations and Space in the
amount of $57,000 agreed to

Corporate Services Capital Expenditures in the amount
of $114,000 agreed to

Corporate Services Total Expenditures in the amount of
$4,800,000 agreed to

On Land Claims and | mplementation Secretariat

On Operation and Maintenance Expenditures

On Land Claims and Implementation Secretariat

Land Claims and Implementation Secretariat in the
amount of $7,679,000 agreed to

Land Claims and Implementation Secretariat Operation
and Maintenance Expenditures in the amount of $7,679,000

| thank the Premier for his response. Theagreed to

On Capital Expenditures

On Land Development Costs

Mr. Elias: Can | get an explanation from the Premier
for this? The reason why | am asking is becauseetipras
land transfers happen for $1, like they did in ning, so
sometimes this is reflected in the budget.

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: Capital costs for the Land Claims
and Implementation Secretariat could result fronegtprimary
areas: ratification of First Nation final agreensgntvhich re-
quires the expensing of settlement land as YTGtahpost;
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land related expenses pursuant to settle FirstoNagigree-
ments; and
through the bilateral agreement.

The $1 vote authority is requested to allow theadigpent
to identify costs later in 2012 or 2013, shouldiddal work
be required on the Whitehorse waterfront pursuantthte
Kwanlin Dun First Nation Final Agreememtr should any of
the First Nations without settlement agreementsireatifica-
tion.

Ms. Hanson:
considerable debate in this area, but | did notageteakdown
on Other and | am wondering if | could still dottha

Chair:  Could you tell me which line?

Ms. Hanson: “Other” on 5-10 where it says “Other”
under Summary.

Chair: We just want to finish off with land develop-

ment costs. Is there any further general debatkamh devel-
opment costs?

Land Development Costs in the amount of one dollar

agreed to

Chair: Under “Summary of Appropriation by Allot-
ment”, there is a category called “Other” for $&1XK).

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: | can give you a breakdown of
that — employee travel in Yukon, $15,000; employesvel
outside Yukon, $11,000; other travel in Yukon, $®0con-
tract services, $32,000; repairs and maintenare©08; sup-
plies, $11,000; postage and freight, $1,000; prognaaterials,
$2,000; communications, $19,180; non-consumableet®ss
$6,000; memberships, $3,000; printing, $1,000; et there
is property assessment/taxation/negotiation, $8g,80pport-
ing First Nation infrastructure developments, $68;9First
Nation emergency preparedness, $95,000; First Natigional
economic development and opportunity planning, $10O;
land claim officer, $88,874; trapper compensatiaocpss,
$25,000; land use planning, $266,200; consultingewable
resources councils on development of forest reigmst
$10,000; local area planning, $73,500; managemkzmt for
Pickhandle Lake, $20,000.

What I’'m giving you right now are costs associavéth
implementation projects from other departments.tEhahat
these are. The total of that is just under $734,&they are
implementation projects that are already going &

Chair:
cussing any of the summary data, | would ask thatdwe it
under general debate for that program.

On Prior Years’ Projects

Prior Years’ Projects in the amount of nil cleared

Land Claims and Implementation Secretariat Capital
Expendituresin the amount of one dollar agreed to

Land Claims and Implementation Secretariat Total Ex-
pendituresin the amount of $7,679,000 agreed to

On Intergovernmental Relations

Ms. Hanson: Could | get a breakdown of Other?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski:
costs, $204,000; and transfer payments, $55,000.

Ms. Hanson: | can understand the personnel part and

implementation costs in departments €dind the government transfers are itemized on page 5+2as ask-

ing for a breakdown of Other on page 5-11.

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: Employee travel in Yukon,
$1,000; employee travel outside of Yukon, $92,068ntract
services, $48,000; repairs and maintenance, $1/@0@al ex-
pense, $15,000; supplies, $5,000; postage anchfre$d,000;
program materials, $23,000; communications, $10,6ith-
consumable assets, $3,000; Other, $1,000; compuoek sta-

When we were going through, we hadtions, $1,000; and printing, $1,000.

Ms. Hanson: | thank the minister.

On I ntergovernmental Relations Operations and Mainte-
nance Expenditures

On Intergovernmental Relations

Intergovernmental Relations in the amount of $1,280
agreed to

Intergovernmental Relations Total Expenditures in the
amount of $1,280,000 agreed to
On Government Audit Services
On Operation and Maintenance Expenditures
On Internal Audit
Internal Audit in the amount of $563,000 agreed to
Government Audit Services Total Expenditures in the
amount of $563,000 agreed to

On Government Liaison and Capacity Devel opment

Ms. Hanson: Again, | would ask please for a break-
down of Other on page 5-13, which is part of thtaltef
$956,0007? Just the Other please.

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: Similar expenses, as | have just
described in the total of just over $35,000 — tbmainder of
this, so $145,000, relates directly to northerateggy projects.
We can provide a breakdown of that if the membehes. Did
the member want me to talk about the travel andpttstage
and so on?

Ms. Hanson:
please.

Hon. Mr. Pasloski:
side Yukon was $5,000.

Chair: Is there any further general debate?

On Operation and Maintenance Expenditures

On Governance Liaison and Capacity Development

Governance Liaison and Capacity Development in the

| would be interested to know the travel,

Travel in Yukon was $4,000; out-

Just for future reference, please, if we are disamount of $956,000 agreed to

Governance Liaison and Capacity Development Total
Expendituresin the amount of $956,000 agreed to

On Office of the Commissioner

Chair: Page 5-14, Office of the Commissioner — is
there any general debate?

Ms. Hanson: There is a significant increase in Other
here. Can we get a breakdown on the Other compamepage
5-14?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: Other costs have increased by
$83,000. | can give you a breakdown of that. Opeamat

Personnel, $1,021,000; operating $25,000, of which $8,000 is to increase in-teryittravel for

visits to two additional Yukon communities, ongairt,000
to increase out-of-territory travel for the exeuatassistant to
attend the federal-provincial-territorial meetinghwthe Com-
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missioner annually; $13,000 to increase in varicu®munica-
tion supplies, advertising costs, non-consumablgetas—
that's operations for $25,000; Commissioner awafds

$12,000 — costs associated with the advisory cotemiex-

penses and replenishing the award pin inventory; néxt is
Commissioner's community events, $25,000 — infladicy

increases on existing events and additional pudbh@reness
events, for example, the Christmas open house 20@@0 for
conversion of the event planning for the CommissitanKlon-

dike Ball from an NGO contribution to a contracs, jzer their
request, ongoing; special projects, one-time of G20, $5,000
for the history of the Commissioner’s project; ¥l for the
design and production of an Office of the Commissiopin to

be given to past Commissioners; a one-time $5,G0@npnt
for materials for production of an event record lbdor ar-

chives of the Office of the Commissioner.

Ms. Hanson: If 1 could get clarification of the
$20,000 special project — what is that?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski:
creation of a book depicting the history of the @aissioners
of the Yukon, so that is $5,000 toward that proj&t0,000
toward design and production of the Office of thentnis-
sioner's pin to be given to past Commissioners;-time
$5,000 for materials for production of an evenbrelchook for
archives of the Office of the Commissioner, total$520,000.

On Operation and Maintenance Expenditures

On Office of the Commissioner

Office of the Commissioner in the amount of $250,00

agreed to

Office of the Commissioner Total Expenditures in the
amount of $250,000 agreed to

On Development Assessment

Chair: Is there any general debate?

On Operation and Maintenance Expenditures

On Development Assessment

Development Assessment in the amount of $1,186,080e Arctic National Wildlife Refuge for $50,000aksume that

agreed to

Development Assessment Total
amount of $1,186,000 agreed to

On Cabinet Offices

Expenditures in the

Ms. Hanson: If | could get a breakdown of Other, the
$251,000, on page 5-167?
Hon. Mr. Pasloski: Employee travel in Yukon,

$47,000; employee travel outside Yukon, $160,000erain-
ment, $2,700; and, communications, $41,400.

On Operation and Maintenance Expenditures

On Ministers

Ministers in the amount of $251,000 agreed to

On Cabinet Office Personnel

Cabinet Office Personnel in the amount of $2,41@,00

agreed to

Cabinet Office Total Expenditures in the amount of
$2,665,000 agreed to

On Yukon Water Board Secretariat

On Operation and Maintenance Expenditures

On Yukon Water Board Secretariat

There is an ongoing project, the

Yukon Water Board Secretariat in the amount
$1,291,000 agreed to

Yukon Water Board Secretariat Total Expenditures in
the amount of $1,291,000 agreed to

On Youth Directorate

On Operations and Maintenance Expenditures

On Youth Directorate

Youth Directorate in the amount of $1,342,000 adree

Youth Directorate Total Expenditures in the amount of
$1,342,000 agreed to

On Northern Strategy

On Operations and Maintenance Expenditures

On Northern Strategy

Northern Strategy in the amount of $1,560,000 agjtee

Northern Strategy Total Expenditures in the amount of
$1,560,000 agreed to

On Public Inquiries and Plebiscites

On Operations and Maintenance Expenditures

On Public Inquiries

Public Inquiries in the amount of one dollar agreed

On Plebiscites

Plebiscites in the amount of one dollar agreed to

Public Inquiries and Plebiscites Total Expenditures in
the amount of one dollar agreed to

On Revenues

Revenues cleared

On Government Transfers

Chair: Are there any questions?

Mr. Elias:
to verify this. | highlighted an item here that sdyntergov-
ernmental Relations — Vuntut Gwitchin First Natio€an the
minister give us a breakdown on this line itemapks?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski:
one, but I think | know. The government is proudctmtinue
its support of the protection of the Porcupine lwaui herd in

is the one the member opposite was talking about.
| guess that'’s all, but underneath is Fathers aff€tera-

tion trust, $5,000 to support national trust anel @onfedera-

tion Centre of the Arts in Prince Edward Island.
Government Transfers cleared
Chair:

questions?

of

| already know the answer, but | just want

The member did not say which

Executive Council Office, Changes in Tangible
Capital Assets and Amortization on page 5-23. Arerd any

Excellent. We are now finished with Executive Calnc

Office. I'm sorry — except for Restricted Fundsgpab-27.
Are there any questions?

Now we’re done. Thank you.

Executive Council Office agreed to

Chair:
please. Thank you.

Recess

We're going to be moving on to Energy, Mines
and Resources. The Committee will take a 15-mimatess,
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Chair:
der.

Department of Energy, Mines and Resources

Chair:
now, Energy, Mines and Resources.

Hon. Mr. Cathers:
2012-13 main estimates for the Department of Enektjpes
and Resources. In beginning my introductory rematk€om-
mittee of the Whole, I'd like to note first of diat the mandate
of the Department of Energy, Mines and Resourcde sup-
port the sustainable development of Yukon's enemgyy natu-
ral resources in a responsible manner.

This budget provides detail on how Energy, Mined Re-
sources allocates funds and collects revenue asfodre work
to achieve this important goal. | would like to begy outlin-
ing how Energy, Mines and Resources achieves tlieat®e
balance implicit with the department’'s mandate leetw eco-
nomic growth and environmental protection, througbisla-
tive policy and operational tools.

Underpinning these efforts is a range of planninitja-
tives. The Department of Energy, Mines and Resauteads
or is directly involved in a number of levels ohthand re-
source planning. These include regional land userphg,
local area planning, planned land dispositionsypdal forestry,
planned agriculture dispositions, and all of thianping, |
would note, takes place with considerable Firsiddiaand pub-
lic participation.

Most resource development activities or projects sub-

ject to assessment through thekon Environmental and Socio-
economic Assessment Amfore proceeding to regulatory ap-

proval. This comprehensive assessment processeisdied to
ensure that the environmental and socio-econompaats are
identified and mitigated before projects are urelerh.

I would like to briefly note specifically in refemee to
some of the debate that occurred earlier in the-ddid like to
emphasize to members the fact that Yhkon Environmental
and Socio-economic Assessmentifc piece of federal legis-
lation. It is the product of thembrella Final Agreementom-
mitment to the development assessment process sisgke
window for environmental and socio-economic assestm

This single-window approach has been important he t

Yukon’s ability to responsibly manage activitieacg devolu-
tion.

It is also something that provinces, other teri@®mland the
federal government are looking to as a model oétéeb way to
conduct environmental
through a single, clear process with defined timeddi for re-
view, participation and information requests thabvides a
greater level of clarity, both to proponents andsthwho are
interested in a project.

It's my pleasure to introduce the

Committee of the Whole will now come to or- Mayo-Tatchun in debate on the Executive Counciliceffis

that a considerable amount of work and discussientyinto
deciding how many assessment areas in Yukon woane,h
and where those offices would be located. Any ckaiogthat

We're going to be starting a new departmentwould have some impact on assessment ability aauitycifor

all who must engage in the YESAA process, whethey tare
proponents, First Nation government, municipal gokeents
or members of the public.

Each of Energy, Mines and Resources’ resource 1seeto
agriculture, energy, forestry, lands, minerals aihdnd gas —
are covered under a regulatory regime, which isusiny-
specific and/or falls under laws of general appica Virtu-
ally all resource sector activities are regulatecthie Yukon
under either territorial or federal legislation. g@ading on
their location, the activities may also be subjecFirst Nation
or municipal bylaws. Once an activity begins, thepBrtment
of Energy, Mines and Resources and its staff plkad role in
monitoring and enforcement related to those aaijtwhich
include inspections and many other activities tiatur in that
program area. The regulatory regime for resoureeldement
activities includes enforcement and compliance igious to
ensure that proponents comply with terms and cmditin
their permits, licences or other authorizations.

The Department of Energy, Mines and Resources’nClie
Services and Inspections branch is responsibledompliance,
monitoring and enforcement of resource developmenjects.
The branch has a staff of professional inspectdrs are quali-
fied to ensure that all legal requirements areciffitly and
effectively enforced. Careful scrutiny of projedttg qualified
inspectors is carried out on a regular basis. Itmigortant to
emphasize that successfully achieving the DepattroBiin-
ergy, Mines and Resources’ resource developmeris gea
quires informed and collaborative decision-makibgcisions
on resource development projects are not takersatation.
The Department of Energy, Mines and Resources woilts
many other government and non-government agen¥igdson
Environmental and Socio-economic Assessment Bossésa
sors; First Nations, both self-governing and thibeg have not
settled a land claim and self-government agreemamd, of
course, the Yukon public and interested stakehajdeups to
make well-informed and balanced decisions on resodevel-
opment projects that take into account economicjias@and
environmental interests.

There are many opportunities for interested citzand af-
fected citizens to review project proposals throtigh YESAB
process prior to projects being approved, partitpduring the

and socio-economic assessmerassessment and the seeking-views and informatege sRe-

quirements for assessors and regulators to praeasons for
decisions and recommendations along with publicessdo
assessment and regulatory documents contributésiriepar-
ency and accountability and helps ensure that idesisare

The Yukon Environmental and Socio-economic Assessmejustified and in the public interest.

Act has created through that the Yukon Environmental a

Socio-economic Assessment Board, underneath whiththe
designated offices that are operated in a variétdifferent
areas of the Yukon. One thing that | would point, guarticu-
larly in reference to questions raised earliertmgy Member for

In addition to legislative requirements, there also poli-
cies, standards, guidelines and best managemeuticess
which dictate and guide how natural resource ptsjace un-
dertaken. The Department of Energy, Mines and Ressu
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allocations within this current budget before theusle reflect
these steps and processes, which | have outlined.

Madam Chair, the overall budget for the Departmait
Energy, Mines and Resources for the 2012-13 figealr is
$87.9 million. The operation and maintenance coreporof
the budget is $86.5 million. The total O&M and dapreve-
nues this year are estimated to be a total $59IBmi

I'd like to take a moment to share with membershaef
Legislative Assembly some of the highlights of epartment
of Energy, Mines and Resources’ 2012-13 main budget
outline some of the key initiatives the departmeneading. In
Oil and Gas and Mineral Resources division, firtad, |
would note that the Oil and Gas and Mineral Resesidivi-
sion is a significant portion of the Department Bfiergy,
Mines and Resources’ budget, with an operation raathte-
nance allocation of $64.3 million.

within this sector, and the fact that the owners ypically
Yukon citizens, and many of the employees are Yudtirens.
The placer industry continues to contribute siguaifitly to the
Yukon’'s economy. Total dollar value of Yukon plaagold
produced in 2011 was approximately $58.5 million.

Over $300 million has been spent to develop Yukimt'a
Wolverine mine, which will see full production thygar. Cap-
stone Mining, formerly the Sherwood Copper proggchMinto,
has been in commercial production for almost fiearg with
great success. All indications support Capstoné&itgpto ex-
tend and expand the life of the Minto mine for gngficant
period of time, which will provide economic bengfiiot only
to Yukoners employed directly at that mine site amugh
contractors and sub-contractors but, as we hawrsied pre-
viously in the House, the royalties from the Capstonine at
Minto go directly to the Selkirk First Nation besauthat mine

The Yukon economy has had considerable minerabsectis on category A settlement land.

growth in the last nine years, and one thing thablild note in
pointing that out to the members and providingittam this is
that, in fact, if members look to the situation tfekon econ-
omy had in 2002 and where it is today, one canmip but
note the fact that the significant growth in thek¥o’'s mining
and exploration sector has had an effect not onlyemploy-
ment within that area but in the spinoff economanéfits to
many other sectors of the economy — everything frestau-
rants and retail and services to any of the varaétproducts
and services that are available to Yukon citizens.

In terms of direct employment numbers, currenth 75
people are employed by “hardrock” mines in the Ylukehich
are also known as — for clarity for members, | stiawote that
what's referred to as hardrock mines are those feiatinder
the Quartz Mining Act

The Placer Mining Actcovers placer gold mining opera-
tions, which of course are distinctly differentframther mining
operations.

Of the 750 people currently employed by hardrockesi
in the Yukon, an estimated 490-plus are Yukon es#tiel Hun-
dreds of other people are also employed indireaglg result of
this industry. | also have to point out in remirglthe members
of the Yukon’s economic situation 10 years ago. years ago
we were exporting Yukon children and Yukon tradegpbe,
not copper concentrates as we are today.

In addition, over 2,500 people are working in plagen-
ing operations and mineral exploration projectstighout the
Yukon. The Yukon placer industry, as members wilbl, was
key to the creation of the Yukon through the KldadiGold
Rush in 1898 and led to the establishment of thkoviuas a
separate territory in its own right. The placerustly has con-
tinued to be a major economic contributor to th&dfuecon-
omy throughout the Yukon’s history and has beeerrefl to
by many as the Yukon’s equivalent of the familynfidbecause
of the fact that so many of these operations ail ssperations
that are family owned and have relatively few ergpks.

However, | also have to note that the Yukon’s adtice
sector, in its own right, has family farms. But ttlearacteriza-
tion has been frequently made to the placer misigor and
is really illustrative of the nature of the typeb aperations

I would point out for the clarity of members thhtin fact,
First Nations chose to allow future mining actiegtito occur on
their settlement A lands, where they have bothaserfand sub-
surface rights, in those instances, the royaltiesnfthose
mines would flow directly to whichever First Natidvad that
settlement land. Again, for clarity, that appliedyoon category
A settlement land. Category B settlement land mlesisurface
rights while subsurface rights remain with the Cnow

In 2011, Alexco commenced production at their Bedteo
mine located in the Keno Hill silver district. THgellekeno
mine will produce up to 2.8 million ounces of sityger year.
It's also important to note that Alexco is in theique role of
both an operating mine and doing reclamation warkpoevi-
ous workings done by United Keno Hill mine, as suieof the
unigue process that had a lot of work by officialst only in
the Yukon government, but also in the federal gowemt,
aimed at reaching the solution, which ultimately te both the
receivership process, and the court overseeingriheess that
led to Alexco purchasing those assets.

But, as a result of the fact that they acquireds¢hassets,
one condition is that environmental issues andiliiegs that
previously existed and were not identified, quaadifor being
dealt with, have seen both monitoring and inspectad, in
fact, action taken to resolve pre-existing envirental liabili-
ties and threats to environment in the area.

Ninety percent of mining exploration in the Yukandon-
ducted by junior exploration companies that contrebsignifi-
cantly to the Yukon’s economic development and ghovn
2008, mineral exploration expenditures were $110ianj in
2009, $100 million; and $160 million for 2010. Thismpares
to the figures for 2002, when the Yukon Party tadkce, of
less than $7 million being spent on mining explioratMining
exploration has had a significant economic impacefnumber
of Yukoners who are either employed directly orvie ser-
vices to that sector of the economy.

A combination of commodity prices, the world ecoryom
and the Yukon investment climate pushed exploraittivities
for 2011 to over $300 million by some 107 activelexation
companies. Those numbers are large, but their impaanple.
Businesses have customers, employers have revenpayt
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employees and employees have a steady paychecupport
their families.

As I've noted, in addition to direct employmenteté is a
significant amount of indirect employment relatedhe provi-
sion of services and to people within the retaiitses that sell
products to employees from mines and those emplaydid
rectly as a result of mines and mineral exploratidhat is,
simply put, the real world impact of the growth Yukon’s
mineral sector. It's notable that this year we ently forecast
2012 exploration spending to continue to be reddyistrong.
However, it's worth noting that we do expect spegdio be
down significantly from its record level in 2011lth@ugh it
will remain strong compared to previous years.

But the boom in exploration we saw last year wasame
extent driven by excitement around projects as &/i@bld.
There has been market adjustment and companiebdhatnot
identified good mineral targets within their ares® having
more difficulty raising money in the markets atsthgoint in
time, so we do anticipate a significant reductiorekploration
spending this year. It is also worth noting thasignificant
amount of the exploration spending that we expedctur this
year appears to be spending that will take placeusuing
identified targets within existing claim areas.

The Yukon is the only one of the three territorieshave
control of our land, water and other natural resesias a result
of the devolution transfer agreement. Devolutiorthe- official
date when we took over authority for much of thegulatory
responsibility was April 1, 2003. That itself wasetresult of
really decades of work by many Yukoners, both atgblitical
and elected level — and at the departmental leitbiwa great
many departments that put many years into pursiiaglevo-
lution of federal control to bring more control lighere to the
Yukon, so that Yukoners, not Ottawa, would havedhreatest
control over matters within our jurisdiction.

Not only does this enable Yukoners to make impontan
source decisions, it also helps us to take stepadare that the
Yukon will not repeat the mistakes of the pastwastake ap-
propriate and responsible steps in regulating aureant and
future activities.

| believe, Madam Chair, that you are indicatingrte that
my time is up, so | look forward to continuing mgmmarks
later.

Mr. Tredger:
his remarks.

I would like to welcome the official from Energy,ides
and Resources to the Legislature and thank hexciming out.

| rise on behalf of the NDP Official Opposition debate
the budget for Energy, Mines and Resources. | blegithank-
ing — | am impressed by the scope and volume okwaing
done by this department, and | appreciate the tsffand the
dedication of the many personnel working in theadtrpent.

I would like to acknowledge their hard work, thdidica-
tion and their professionalism. The Yukon governtmeray
have been surprised by the recent interest inrmll gas in the
Whitehorse Trough but | wish to thank the persorfreh En-
ergy, Mines and Resources who put their persowaslon hold

to organize the many public forums on short noteked up
the pieces and garnered information from the public

My comments, questions and thoughts about the EMR

budget are intended to bring to light some of ttenynchoices
and decisions that are being made and to providee Sdeas
and suggestions for future areas of focus, planamg direc-
tion.

However, in order to do that responsibly and camstr
tively and to fulfil my obligations to the peoplef Mayo-
Tatchun as their representative, and to all Yukenas the En-
ergy, Mines and Resources critic, | must have actesnfor-
mation. Other than a one-hour budget briefing,ntiister has
not allowed me or my colleagues to meet with depantal
officials to ask questions about priorities or it forward my
constituents’ ideas and concerns.

As the minister opposite suggested and at his titirecl
submitted my request for meetings directly to thiaister. |
remind the minister that | have been waiting siRebruary 1
for a response to my request to meet with Agriceltofficials
for a briefing and to share some ideas that mytdoests had.
I have also requested twice since January the 2Q1Energy,
Mines and Resources strategic plan; | still waitrdfer to work
cooperatively with the minister and his departmetiher than
being set in opposition to it. The slow responseetquests for
documents and reasonable access to governmenialsffim-
pedes my ability to do the job Yukoners electedtongo. | will
remind the minister that all parties agreed to ldags differ-
ently. They agreed to an open and accountable dfanforma-
tion. I look forward to that and working with thenister oppo-
site as we work together in the future.

The challenge facing the Yukon government and ak-Y
oners is to maximize the long-term, sustainableefitnto
Yukoners of resource development and to minimigenéga-
tive impacts on the environment and on our comnesifT his
means representing Yukoners in dealings with theepful
industry as that industry proposes resource extracpportu-
nities.

The Yukon government must ensure that these develop

ments are managed in a manner consistent with Ysikong-
term economic, social and environment well-beimgher than
simply endorsing the present largely unmanage@drajy as
somehow optimal, and loudly condemning any criti€ghat

Thank you to the minister opposite for trajectory as anti-mining. Many policy tools areadable to

tackle this task of managing our resource boom.ovieks are
in favour of the resource extraction industry, Imot at any
cost. We need to proceed carefully in order to mézeé the
benefits of resource developments.

Much of our increasing mineral activity is occugifn
more remote areas. While these areas may seem eamngty
sparsely populated, they are home to many Yukorirese
lands have value and there are already a varietyctifities
occurring there. They are home to our First Natighey are
home to our communities. For thousands of yearyg trae
been occupied. They are the basis for the trappishgstry, the
outfitting industry, for wilderness tourism, forggler miners,
for recreational users, for spiritual users.
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To the citizens of Yukon, land use planning is afg
mount importance. The recent outcry over the pakeatl and
gas development highlighted the need for a dialagitie Yuk-
oners about the whole oil and gas regime in thé&dey. What
is happening — a sense of urgency is missing. Thist be-
come a government priority. Leadership is needddréet is
too late. We are in the midst of a resurgent mirbogm. The
value of commodities has soared at the same tintleeasost of
capital is inexpensive, although the recent shakini& the
markets and available capital has emphasized hewappus
this boom really is. Today, there are over 200 8€ve claims
in the Yukon. Last summer’s staking rush is nowdieg to
increased exploration — the next phase.

Indeed, YESAB is receiving approximately one newlap
cation per working day. This increased interesiunresources
is occurring at the same time as there is a growingreness
that our land and our wilderness — our vast, présspaces —
have become unique in the world.

The Peel River watershed is one of the last remgjmniela-
tively untouched watersheds in the world. Can wsuges our
children and our children’s children that it wikmain such a
legacy for them? Many Yukoners are feeling conoaraleout
the pace of development. Yukoners are asking: Whks are
we taking? What shortcuts are we taking? How doewsure
the integrity of our land and of our water?

Many Yukoners want to pause and take a breath.dResp
sible personnel in the government, both privatelg paublicly,
are managing, but they are stressed or stretchédit-through
their dedication and hard work they are managingy. Qusi-
nesses are managing. They're struggling with hauin their
employees, and they're struggling with employeed hining
of them. Many businesses are having to borrow mamay
expand to compete with the incoming businesses foamof
the territory. They're keeping up. In constructitimey’re com-
peting and expanding. One thing that happens, thoisgthat
as they expand, they need to borrow money. Theg eex-
pand to compete. It leaves them in a very precarjmasition
— risks of increasing interest rates and risks hid mining
companies leaving — and leaves them very vulnerable
changes. | know the Yukon Party is opposed to et and
would like industry to regulate themselves. But tbie of gov-
ernment is to manage —

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

Point of order

Chair: Order please. Mr. Cathers, on a point of order.

Hon. Mr. Cathers: Madam Chair, the member is im-
puting motive that certainly does not reflect thevgrnment’s
position, saying we are “opposed to regulation aodld like
industry to regulate themselves.” That is absojutetorrect
and | would ask you to have the member withdraw. tha

Chair: Ms. Moorcroft, on the point of order.

Ms. Moorcroft: I don't think that there is a point of
order here. The member just made a statementhbat wkon
Party is reluctant to make regulations and we ddact, hear
the members opposite responding in Question Pevithdthat
statement frequently.

Chair’s ruling
Chair: There is no point of order. This is a disagree-
ment between members. Thank you.

Mr. Tredger: | know the Yukon Party would like in-
dustry to regulate themselves, but the role of gawent is to
manage development to ensure Yukoners benefit anérwi-
ronment is protected — our well-being is protectedrt of the
government’s job is to regulate with an eye to gcbthe pub-
lic’'s health and safety, to protect other resourtegrotect the
environment and to ensure fairness. Responsibléngiicom-
panies are asking for regulation to ensure thatathpanies
follow practices that respect the integrity of Yukoeople, land
and water. They want to know that they will notdtea com-
petitive disadvantage when they mine with integrity

It is important that information flows freely tol glarties as
we move ahead. Trust and democracy need openmessind
ability and to believe in the process. Unfortungtéhe gov-
ernment’s decision in the handling of the Peel Rivatershed
has created much distrust and uncertainty. Manygaestion-
ing the government’s ability to truly represent pdirties and
move forward. Successful land use planning requinas all
parties at the table place their cards on the tablerder to
achieve consensus. When one party changes the anigs
brings forth new criteria late in the game, thecess loses the
trust of all. Yukoners are wondering what happetoetthe $1.5
million and seven years of hard work. The conserliisling
is being tossed away by overriding agreed-to pseEsesor the
land use planning. This has created a great deaia#rtainty.

As | work through this budget, my support, concerns
guestions and suggestions will reflect what questicddeas and
concerns arose as | looked at the Yukon Energy.eMiand
Resources’ budget, as well as what I've heard froyncon-
stituents. Their stories are not unique. They'fgeeted across
the Yukon from Lansing on the Stewart River, up doivthe
headwaters, to the Rackla Range, to Scroggie CteeRpu-
vette’s Landing at the mouth of the Stewart, tostlbi Creek,
Mount Nansen, Casino and Keno. The people livinghse
communities and these areas all have stories &ateaéxperi-
encing, first-hand the changes that are happewirtheir land-
scape. Their questions, their concerns, reflect dingct my
lines of questioning.

We are looking for sustainable, long-term managérfan
the benefit of all Yukoners, now and in future getiens —
for our land and our water. Mining can happen viittegrity.
Mining can work hand in hand with other users @f fdnd.

But if we do not insist that it happens, what vaduie jobs
if we destroy what we all hold dear in the proceg&tat steps
are we taking to mediate risk to our environment?at\foot-
print are we going to leave? What happens whensgeup our
non-renewable resources? What will we have to ceplaem?

Yukoners want to know that their way of life, ttzandl that
they hold dear, will be protected and availableftdure gen-
erations. Yukoners want to ensure resource devedopivene-
fits Yukon in general and local communities. We wianknow
about the $300 million being spent on resource ldpveent —
how much will stick here? What will we see of it50 years?
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What are we doing to ensure that the mining congzashop-
ping locally, are promoting our agricultural indysend buy-
ing their groceries locally?

One of the concerns | heard is the belief that mgjns dif-
ferent today from what it was in the past. Yesisitlt has
changed, and yet some of the things remain the .sRtaeer
miners are long-term residents. Their children ratteour
schools; they shop in our stores; they go huntimgy go quad-
ing; and they go hiking. In a sense, they are googborate
citizens. They have been, as the minister oppaosésationed,
key to Yukon development over a long period of tirdew-
ever, with the increase in value of gold, more loé placer
miners are coming in from out of territory. They'spending
the mining season here and returning to their hoone®f ter-
ritory. That can be good but that can also creabblpms, as
they don’t have the connection to the land thagiterm resi-
dents do.

I'll just pull another example — Capstone Mining.

It's a mine that is traded on the Toronto Stock l&amge.
Over 400 million shares are held around the warltkir head
office is in Vancouver. Their mission statementafiStone is
focused on profitability, a growing production gtef and op-
erating in a safe and responsible manner.” | kncapstne
means well. They have put a lot of time and efiftid the terri-
tory, but they are a large company and their fargbrity is to
make money. They have been good corporate citiZEmsy
have shown a willingness to work with the communitgth
Selkirk First Nation, and with the Yukon governmeBtit like
many mining operations, it has changed hands mengst
from staking to production. It has changed mine agans.
Many of their workers are not from the Yukon andtaialy
not living in the area — they are in and out. They't have a
long-term vested interest.

Mining intensity, scope and scale have increase@dHof-
fices are far away. Casino will be a massive ojaratThe
power needed will equal all the power currentlyduseWhite-
horse.

changes in mining practices have been brought atootigh
the good work of department officials and changegpdilicies
around security and reclamation.

Back under the federal watch, for years, mines sagh
Faro were allowed to operate and at the end ofét,govern-
ment did not have appropriate security in plac¢héfcompany
went bankrupt, as happened when Faro went outsihbsis —
in those types of situations, we were left holdihg bag, for
lack of a better term, on the environmental liaypilielated to
Faro. That is on the federal government’s booksould point
out for the members — lest they be tempted, astiheg in the
past, to characterize the Faro environmental lighéls being
the industry norm — that, in fact, the Faro mirte 8 the larg-
est environmental liability on the Government ofn@da’s
books — the very largest in the country.

So what | want to emphasize in responding to thenme
ber’'s concerns is that through the security polityy Yukon
government takes security from mines for the wdrkyt are
doing, to encourage them to do reclamation whiéy thre un-
derway.

This has happened in the case with the Minto mineger
the ownership of Sherwood and then Capstone. Taeg tone
reclamation of previous areas, and upon doing iraatg in
certain areas and putting organic matter back pnreseeding
it, et cetera and meeting appropriate reclamatgpirements,
the incentive that they are given is that theygiven a portion
of their security deposit back. So it encouragesmtmot to
leave that liability until the end of the mine lifi gives them
an incentive to do it right then. | point out thstworking and
that is because of the good work of governmentciais as
regulators.

So again, what | do have to point out — the menmbak-
ing reference to regulations. We have seen the BPfor a
wide number of legislation and regulations on aemidriety of
topics. | point out that, as a few of my colleaghase noted, it
seems, at times, that the NDP sees legislationragulations
as the solution to everything. They see it as tlatisn for

Should something go wrong — should there be an- accevery problem or perceived program, when, in fastmetimes

dent, should the price of commodities drop, shdhkte be a
crash in the climate of investment — the sheeresothe ac-
tivity has a huge effect on Yukon business and renwent.
While we know more about reclamation and mining pam
nies, mining companies are developing progres&gamation
techniques. What happens if there is a crash oacaident?
Will we be saddling future Yukoners with a cripglimebt to
quickly make a profit now?

Hon. Mr. Cathers: To begin with, in responding to
the Member for Mayo-Tatchun, | want to note thaake his
points with regard to suggesting that the Yukonegoment
has no interest in regulating and just wants congsaio regu-
late themselves as being offensive, not only toetiyand the
government, but the many employees within who aceiged
on fulfilling their job to complete regulations and updating
regulations in areas where appropriate as well.

There have also been significant steps taken. dhy fhe
member was talking about progressive reclamatiatistem-
ployed. | would point out that, in large part, sorok the

policy tools or other matters can be a better waygovern-
ment to proceed.

There are also areas in people’s private lives wlleey
are not putting others at peril or endangering igubéalth or
the environment. There are many who would argué pla
haps people should be left some of the freedoms vileae
guaranteed to them since the Magna Carta was signt2il5
and have been protected throughBnigéish North America Act
the Diefenbaker bill of rights and theéanadian Constitution
Act, including our currenCharter of Rights and Freedoms

Now moving on more specifically to other mattersrén
sponding to the member’s concerns, | do have te tiwit the
member’s reference to information and access foialf is not
correct. | would think that he should be awaretddtt In re-
sponse to the request the Member for Mayo-Tatchasgnted
to meet with officials of the Agriculture branchgoovide them
his policy input and provide constituent requestshtem di-
rectly, | informed him that is not the way the pees works.
That is considered political interference. The membhave
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stood up and supported whistle-blower legislatibnt the
members need to themselves recognize there is G gason
why long-standing parliamentary practice under gorents
of every stripe are in fact to direct requests fildinAs through
the ministers’ offices.

The same applies to government MLAs. If | have ssué
related to something within the Department of Higlyss and
Public Works, | don't pick up the phone and cak thrader
operator. | don’t make the request at a departrhexvel. | talk
to the minister or | talk to the minister’'s exeeetiassistant or
have my staff contact them or write them a lettenake that
request to them going through the appropriate oblanand the
minister and department staff respond to that.

Again, for the member’s specific point about higuest to
sit down with the Agriculture branch officials atalk to them
about what he would like the government to do spomse to
his constituents’ views on agriculture developmianhis area
is not an appropriate engagement between MLAs amérd
ment staff. If the member has policy proposals,stituency
casework or questions, | would encourage him teigeothem
to me either in this House or through a letterthe member
can call me on the phone or we could meet to disthgse
matters. There is an appropriate way to proceed|amduld
encourage the member to follow that. | know the tens a
relatively new member of the Assembly. | know theebit of
a learning curve.

| would encourage him, in his lack of familiarityittv the
process, not to be quite so quick to rush to judgnoé others
and, if the process works a little differently thiaa thought it
did, not to be so quick to assume that someonei®iset will-
ing to work with him.

Without dwelling too much on that point, | wouldtedo
the member that it's important that they don't dadequate
research, jump to conclusions and rush to accusatias we
have seen in the past. If the member looks to dfistb the
Third Party, and asks the Member for Vuntut Gwitchbout
how | have responded in the past to constituensgwark of
his, | would note that in fact an experiential léag program
funded in Old Crow was done as a pilot project kyyimmedi-
ate predecessor. It had not been intended to k&oed but, at
the request of the member, we continued fundingHat pro-
gram. | talked to the member; he made the reqliestemed to
me to be a reasonable request and we continuetliticéng.
That's just one example, but I'd rather return tatters related
to the department budget than engage in that.

| would again note to the member that if they wanpro-
vide input for policy matters, or have constituercasework,
those matters are appropriately directed throughntinister’'s
office.

| also note that the member’s assertion that | tice
spond to his request is inaccurate. | respondeattteice. He
sent me a third e-mail that essentially stated wheatsecond
one had stated and I’'m not sure that | did replthed one be-
cause | saw it as him rearguing the point thatd alaeady an-
swered twice. | believe | responded to both of drimails on
the same day | had in fact received them.

Moving on, | would note a few areas related to ecinig
balanced development. The Department of EnergyeMand
Resources’ mandate is to responsibly manage armbsguihe
sustainable development of Yukon's energy and ahtre-
sources. We achieve this balance between econoroigtly
and environmental protection through several lagigt policy
and operational means. We seek, not only to reduadimi-
nate adverse effects related to resource develdprbeh to
enhance its many social, economic, and sometinmesroa-
mental benefits. Specifically on the topic of regjidn and leg-
islation, | would note that the inclusion of a coomity eco-
nomic development expense allowance within theetunregu-
lations under th&uartz Mining Act— that encourages com-
panies to invest in projects like Capstone’s commaitt to a
daycare in Pelly Crossing — was something that e@aee by
this government under me as minister at the timevals not
only a regulatory step, but is one aimed directlgrecouraging
companies to contribute financially to the well#gpiof com-
munities in the area near their mine.

The Yukon government undertakes or is involvedaindl
and resource planning at a number of levels, inctudegional
land use planning, local area planning, planned ldisposi-
tions, planned forestry, planned agriculture. Aflltbis plan-
ning, as | noted, takes place with considerablst Mation and
public participation. Most resource developmentspajects
are subject to th&rukon Environmental and Socio-economic
Assessment ACYESAA, before they can proceed to regulatory
approvals. This comprehensive assessment proceseesrthat
environmental and socio-economic impacts are itiedtiand
mitigated before projects are undertaken.

Again, some of the other notes that | have relatecgu-
latory development — | think | have already prodd® the
member. | would also note that in moving on to otheeas
related to the budget, | will continue with somewf introduc-
tory remarks, which | did not have time to complete

The 2012-13 budget includes a $50.7-million allazafor
assessment in abandoned mines, which is nearlyleldbb
2011-12 estimate. Nearly 100 percent of this atiooais di-
rectly recovered from the Government of Canada. Yalkon
government leads efforts to address environmessaleis at the
Faro mine.

This includes managing ongoing site operationsynas
care and maintenance, and developing and implengerdi
long-term remediation plan. Now that a preferrechediation
option has been selected for the Faro mine, alddtdesign is
being developed and the scale of the remediatiam plas
grown considerably since the early conceptual pléue. budget
increases reflect escalations in site remediatioth @are and
maintenance and cost estimates that have come érorim-
creased project understanding and definition.

It is anticipated that the remediation plan will fadomitted
to the YESAA process in 2014, with constructionibamg in
2018 and lasting for at least 15 years. Ongoing ead main-
tenance activities at the Faro mine deliver onYa&on gov-
ernment’s responsibility to protect health and safnd the
environment. Care and maintenance includes an ativev
approach to promote First Nation and Yukoner pigiton
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through training, employment and business oppditamiThe
recently procured Faro care and maintenance caaotrddicho
Engineering and Environmental Services Ltd., i98-fiercent
First Nation-owned business.

This past winter, affected Yukon First Nations eatkinto
a profit-sharing arrangement with the new care arainte-
nance contractor, effectively becoming a partnghédelivery
of care and maintenance at Faro.

Underlying these efforts is the commitment to degednd
implement cost-effective approaches to protecethgronment
and human health and safety at the former Faro ,mihde
maximizing training, employment and business opputies
within the Yukon.

Since 2004, the Yukon government has provided &Ver
million to the affected Yukon First Nations to sopptheir
participation in the Faro mine remediation projesffected
Yukon First Nation businesses received over $2ianilbf the
subcontracts, 571 person-days of direct employmeamd
$250,000 of training opportunities as a resultpag of major
remediation works completed in 2010.

One point I'd like to note to the members oppositén
fact in terms of the impact of federal mistakes enaa not
properly managing mines in previous eras — agaitmngadn
fairness to the federal government that the unaedéhg of
how or what constituted responsibly managing mingegts
was very different back in the era when Faro betan it is
today — but the Department of Energy, Mines andoRe®s
and me as minister see very directly the costscest®al with
regulators failing to appropriately regulate mirrejects. That
is why both within the Department of Energy, Mireesd Re-
sources and other involved Yukon government departs)
every effort in managing mines and the security sedlama-
tion policy is directed toward ensuring that werdst have an-
other significant environmental liability like Faemerge on
Yukon’s watch.

I want to acknowledge and respect the concernsnéma-
ber has and the concerns that some of his constitaed other
Yukoners may have about mine operations and td these
concerns, whether well-informed or misinformed, hnibe re-
spect that those concerns deserve. | do also lwapeint out
that some of the assertions the member and hisazples have
made about the views of the government at the edelgtvel
and the government at the departmental level witriergy,
Mines and Resources particularly, are really quitdair to
officials who are involved in those issues —

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

Point of order

Chair: Ms. White, on a point of order.

Ms. White:
or unavowed motives. We on this side never talkualstaff.
It's ministerial responsibility that goes from tt@p down. We
speak about our concerns with the ministerial aspec

Chair: Can you quote which section —

Ms. White:
tives.

Hon. Mr. Cathers:
this is a dispute between members. | was refetaragpmments

the members have made about operations of the tdegar
that fall within the roles of officials. | said thhbelieve those
characterizations are unfair.

Chair’s ruling
Chair:
tween members. The Hon. Member for Lake Labergetlas

floor.

Hon. Mr. Cathers: Thank you, Madam Chair.

So again, what | would note, continuing my commeists
the fact that the Department of Energy, Mines aeddrrces’
staff, in their role as the regulator of the indystreat their
responsibility very seriously. Within the Assesstemnd
Abandoned Mines branch, we see very directly edezy the
costs associated with what happens when governmerd
regulator — in this case, under the federal govemtta watch
— does not take appropriate steps to manage a iarnteke
appropriate security and ensure that it is respbnsind effec-
tively managed. The posting of security is someghiinat is
required, not only for workings at the mine, bue thfukon
government has taken steps — in some cases, inglutie
Yukon Zinc project — to in fact require securityr famads put
into mining projects that require those roads lotammed at the
end of that project’s life, and also has taken ggctor roads,
including in that particular case that | mentioned.

At the moment, the total security that the Yukowveyo-
ment holds under thQuartz Mining Actand under th&Vaters
Act for mining projects is in the tens of millions d@bllars and
is a very significant change from the way thesggquts were
managed in the past.

Another point that | would note, in reference tactcteri-
zations that members have made in the past — bybmeni
mean the NDP; the Third Party, in fairness to thbaye not
made similar characterizations. The NDP have mdueac-
terizations that suggest that in the DepartmentEngrgy,
Mines and Resources, the same people are respoffsiljhro-
motion and regulation. | would point out that tigincorrect.
The Client Services and Inspections branch is sépéiom the
Sustainable Resources branch; separate from OilGasdand
Mineral Resources; separate from Energy and Cotgpdral-
icy; and that is for a very good reason — to protee inde-
pendence of those enforcement officials from that® are
involved in other matters related to the permittirfigprojects.

A significant part of the Department of Energy, Esnand
Resources’ abilities to ensure that the Yukon wilt be faced
with any more environmental legacies like Faroed by the
Client Services and Inspection branch. Client $ewiand In-
spections is allocated $6.3 million in this budgst,increase of

On the point of order, 19(g) imputes false approximately $300,000 from the 2011-12 allocati®his in-

crease reflects additional funds that will enallie branch’s
team of 50 staff members to conduct more inspestisavel to
more sites, sample more water and better monismuree ac-
tivities across the Yukon. Client Services and étipns in-

19(g). The member is imputing false mo- spectors work diligently to ensure that all requiesits under

legislation and regulation are enforced in a timahg profes-

On the point of order, | believe sional manner. Careful scrutiny by qualified indpes is ap-

There is no point of order. This is a dispute be-
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plied to activity authorized under mining, watashgries, tim-
ber and land legislation and regulations.

Energy, Mines and Resources inspection and enfacem
activity is governed by policy, principles and rkgions and is
consistent with the practices of all responsibledern, regula-
tory law enforcement agencies. Energy, Mines ansoRees
is organized to ensure that Client Services anpgectsons can
fulfill its mandate neutrally and objectively. Qtie Services
and Inspections provides services to the public maghtains
an effective field presence by staffing officeseight Yukon
communities. Each sector in the resource econompyogided
with detailed information on how the regulatory agforce-
ment regime for their industry is applied.

Madam Chair, | believe you're indicating to me that
running out of time to continue my remarks.

Mr. Tredger:
guestions, | will just move on. At the beginningtbé Energy,
Mines and Resources budget it states — and | keetiee min-
ister has reiterated this a couple of times — ‘#sponsibly
manage Yukon’s natural resources and ensure inesjne-
source and land use.” It seems to me that in doddo that, we
would need to have land use planning in place.

My questions for the minister are these: Do we hasgé&a-
tegic plan? How many people are working on this?atWand
use planning area is up next? When can we expsuattseon
that? Are there timelines? | believe they're wogkian the
Dawson regional land use plan. What resources edéeated
to fulfilling the Umbrella Final Agreemenbbligations under
land use planning? Finally, what other regionsaarehe list to
proceed with this?

Hon. Mr. Cathers: In responding to the member’s
guestions, what | would note is that the membemsde attach
a real — what's the term for it? The member seemiet fo-
cused only on regional land use planning withoudenstand-
ing the fact that it is, in fact, activities conded in the context
of regional land use plans and other regulatorgsstand initia-
tives that really relate to managing the activitesthe ground.

Again, for the member, I'd point out that, in faidtappli-
cations come forward through the YESA process, renvi
mental concerns are reviewed, socio-economic coscare
reviewed, a recommendation is made by the YESAAgdes
nated office or executive committee, if it's an exttve com-
mittee screening, and then government makes aiceas it.
It's far from an open situation, as the member appéo per-
ceive, where companies can go do anything they wadtno
one will say anything about their activities or yide them
with any restrictions. That is certainly not thesea

One thing | would point out to the member, in terais
land planning is, in fact, a number of steps tleatehbeen taken
by the government that stand in contrast to lackandl plan-
ning under previous governments, including the NibRt we
have taken a number of steps with local area @adszoning.

| won't get into all of the details these activitian the in-
terest of time, although | could provide the mersbeith fur-
ther information about these activities if theyierested.
We've done local area planning or zoning and sigaift
changes. Let me rephrase that. We've done eitlel larea

planning — new local area planning, new zoningignificant
changes to existing local area plans and zoningpenMount
Lorne area and the Golden Horn development area Mdrsh
Lake area is underway right now. M'Clintock Placevelop-
ment area, Madam Chair, has pre-existing zoning.

There are other areas that are included in loed ptan-
ning. The Carcross development area is underwag.Hamlet
of Ibex — we put in the zoning regulation in 2005tkze re-
quest of the hamlet council. There were also changgde to it
in 2007, 2009, July 2010, and August 2011.

Hot Springs Road development area — the zoning was

significantly amended — | don’t have that dateront of me,
but | believe it was either 2004 or 2005.

The Mayo Road development area was an area that |

would point out, in fact, under the last NDP gowveemt — if

In the interest of getting through a few the members will excuse the reference — was sitlimgnant.

The work had commenced but had not been conclifedout
in place the first zoning regulations for the Mdyoad area in
2005.

The Deep Creek area got their first set of zoniegula-
tions last year, in July 2011. Other areas thabuld note as
we have just recently announced and will soon brangenc-
ing: Fox Lake local area planning process and visrknder-
way within the west Dawson area as well. Thesgumstea few
of the areas where work has been undertaken imtrgears.
The local area planning does provide a greatel lefveetail,
and zoning provides a greater level of regulatiwentthe re-
gional land use plan does. That being said, | wqdiht out
that not only has this government committed to aegi land
use planning, but thembrella Final Agreementvas approved
in 1993. When the NDP were in power and the Litsevadre in
power they did not produce a single regional lasel plan. The
Yukon Party is the only party in government thas laatually
gotten a regional land use plan, the North Yukoryi&eal
Land Use Plan, which was jointly approved by thé&afugov-
ernment and the Vuntut Gwitchin First Nation in 200

If members will forgive me saying so, | note thdtad the
honour of being minister responsible at the timeiould also
like to credit my predecessor in that role andoidfs within
Energy, Mines and Resources, the Department ofr&mvient,
the Executive Council Office and other departmehtg con-
tributed to that for the many hours that went ionir Yukon
government staff in many departments — and thatt werof
course, on the First Nation’s side, from the Vur@witchin
First Nation.

Stepping back to the previous topic, I'd like toircout
that, in terms of contributions from mining compes)ithat the
Capstone mine contributes $60,000 annually to theoxi
Hospital Foundation and that mining companies ariding
service companies make up the majority of the catgodo-
nors of the Yukon Hospital Foundation. I'd like &@knowl-
edge that and also give credit to my colleague, rit@ster
responsible for the Yukon Housing Corporation, Miaister
of Education, for reminding me of that fact and fioe efforts
that he put in as executive director at the Yukoospital
Foundation in pursuing some of those commitmerad. t8ank
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him for that and recognize that contribution by pamies to
new health equipment for Yukon citizens.

To touch briefly on a few other matters, | wouldenthat
Energy, Mines and Resources, Sustainable Resobreesh,
includes a diverse range of responsibilities ammhemic sec-
tors, spanning land management and planning, dgneuand
forestry, The 2012-13 estimate for this area atex&8.8 mil-
lion for operation and maintenance, and $1 millioncapital.
Last year, Yukon entered a new era for forest mamegt in
with the Forest Resources A@nd accompanying regulation
being proclaimed. The act and regulation are irgdni@ sup-
port viable and sustainable forest-based industviddle rec-
ognizing the importance of forests to the Yukon vedylife.
The new regulation includes strong commitments leming
and compliance and provides forest managers wightools
they need to manage Yukon's forest resources fair thng-
term health. The new forest regime reflects a stroommit-
ment to the forest industry, in terms of provids®rure tenure
opportunities and a transparent and fair allocafpvacess.
Now, the regime has established a formal workirgti@ship
with Yukon First Nations to address their specifticest plan-
ning and development needs.

The collaborative approach with Yukon First Natides
also reflected in the work of the Land Managemeahbh. The
2012-13 estimate includes an $800,000 capital atioc to
support a unique land development project in Tedimergy,
Mines and Resources, working in partnership with Treslin
Tlingit Council, has been moving forward to makehbsettle-
ment and Yukon government land available to thdipubhis
project has been underway for a number of yearsti@dn-
creased allocation this year is to enable completib road-
work on the Sawmill Road residential project.

| would also just briefly note that determining thext
steps in some of the nature of future activitieshiat area and
other planning within the Teslin area, may requEcene ad-
justments. The Member for Pelly-Nisutlin has braugh my
attention the concerns and requests of a numbleis afonstitu-
ents to have the Yukon government consider makary |
available through fee simple title instead of leimssome of the
areas that had been planned. That is somethingvthate con-
sidering and look forward to hearing from both tilage of
Teslin and the Teslin Tlingit Council prior to magi the ad-
justments.

Again, | want to thank my colleague from Pelly-Nigu
for bringing forward the input of his constituentmd | look
forward to determining whether adjustments sho@drade to
that project.

That project is just one example of the many larajgets
currently being led by the Department of Energyn&s and
Resources as part of our commitment to make laadadle to
Yukoners. Energy, Mines and Resources is workinii e
Department of Community Services, First Nations amahici-
palities across the territory to ensure there iseatablished
inventory of land available.

| will note briefly without returning at length tur debate
yesterday on the motion brought forward by the Memior
Pelly-Nisutlin regarding agriculture, that in faagricultural

land development has been an important part ofvibrix done
by the Yukon government in making land availablertdkon-
ers. There are currently 59 agreements for saladdcultural
land and, as | mentioned yesterday in my remariowt the
change that came largely at the request of my itoasts — as
I've noted before, most of the Yukon’s farming ishin the
riding of Lake Laberge — a change was made in 686 2gri-
culture policy to the pricing policy for the salé agricultural
land. Previously, for the first parcel acquireddmymeone, they
had to put in development activities and investmenbrth
twice the value of the land.

That did a couple of things. It made the pricearfd very
high. It also provided a disadvantage to new fasntercause
farmers who developed subsequent parcels of lared Hie
first one were allowed to develop at a one-for-prieing pol-
icy, whereas new entrants to the business — irtbgtctor —
were required to put in twice that amount. So tfetnge was
made to the current one-for-one pricing policy & rieferred
to.

As | noted yesterday, without that change beingenasith
the significant increase in the price of land thas occurred,
not only with the price of agricultural land havinfimbed fur-
ther higher — but it is doubtful and unlikely thmainy of those
59 agricultural dispositions that we currently haueder
agreement for sale would have occurred becauskabfunaf-
fordable price.

I would point out in reference to some of the cid#ins that
are commonly made by the New Democratic Party ithats
actually under the NDP that that two-for-one prigipolicy
was put in place. We cut the cost of land — of tigvieg agri-
cultural land and becoming a new farmer for newpbmoespe-
cially young farmers entering the agriculture seciéye cut
that cost in half and made land more affordabl¥u&on citi-
zens wishing to become farmers.

That supports the goals of increasing the prodnatiolo-
cal Yukon food and improving food security. | wowdl$o note
in briefly talking about agriculture that sincedchan opportu-
nity to talk at greater length to my colleague’stio yester-
day that continued forward with commitments that mvade
during the 2011 election campaign that importagpsthat we
will be taking in keeping with our commitment to Kaners
during the 2011 election campaign in support ofafeculture
sector include the following: working with farmeasd indus-
try associations to implement thMulti-Year Development Plan
for Yukon Agriculture and Agri-Fooddeveloping a Yukon-
grown food policy aimed at significantly increasiting produc-
tion and use of locally grown vegetables, meat fad prod-
ucts; supporting the development of agricultureastructure
that improves food security; facilitating accesararkets and
encouraging local production of food; and suppgrtihe de-
velopment of local markets for Yukon products tlgbhuneas-
ures including supporting the Fireweed Communitykétaand
working with Yukon farmers to conduct agriculturakearch.

I would note for anyone readirtdansardthat | provided
many remarks relevant to budgetary allocations ation de-
bate yesterday, so | will not talk at greater langh agriculture
at this time.
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What | would also like to note in other mattersatetl to
the budget — in the energy and corporate policysain, sup-
porting Energy, Mines and Resources resource mamage
responsibility, the energy and corporate policy aochmunica-
tions division has been allocated $3.9 millionhistbudget. A
key part of this division’s work is the programsdaservices
provided by the Energy Solutions Centre. The Enesgju-
tions Centre has been allocated $1.2 million in 2042-13
budget. One of the main roles of the Energy Satu@entre is
to implement action items within the energy stratefor
Yukon. Developed through extensive consultatiorhveitake-
holders, the public and other governments and tiraexten-
sive work by staff, the energy strategy for Yukanyides im-
portant guidance for how we produce, conserve aedenergy
in the Yukon. The overarching strategy will leadnb@ny of
our action items to ensure Yukon's energy resouaresman-
aged in a planned and careful manner.

In addition to developing a number of policies itiféed in
the strategy and including an independent powedymtion
policy and a net metering policy, the Energy Solusi Centre
also provides support directly to Yukoners throaghange of
innovative programs and services. This includes Yd&on
government’s energy efficiency initiatives — theogoenergy
program — which focuses on products that repreaesignifi-
cant opportunity for energy reduction in the Yukargluding
household appliances, heating appliances and réewaergy
technologies.

Analysis of the 1,015 rebates provided to partictpalur-
ing the 2010-11 fiscal year show that the prograrhaving a
real impact. The Energy Star rated household amdirte ap-
pliances purchased through this program represéstahsav-
ings of approximately $100,000 per year and moen tHi1.5
million over the lifespan of the appliances. Theaeings mean
real money staying in the pockets of program piaditts, and
this includes the cost savings of the reductio®mB000 litres
of heating fuel saved per year and 470,000 kilowatirs a
year of savings in electrical energy by prograntipigants.

Providing rebates on the purchase of energy-efficie
products, the good energy program is an importerhent in
the Yukon government’s efforts to help Yukoners éovtheir
energy costs and manage the demands on Yukon'gyesep-
ply. The Department of Energy, Mines and Resouptag an
important role in building a strong, diversifiedoeomy that
will benefit all Yukoners.

Madam Chair, again, in my remarks, | have only tmat
on a small portion of the initiatives undertakentbg Depart-
ment of Energy, Mines and Resources and our staffew
other areas that | would like to mention, withopesding sig-
nificant amount of time on in general debate, ideluthe
Yukon Geological Survey, the Placer Secretariat, @l and
Gas branch, the Agriculture branch, and | note thatoners
receive the benefits of the tremendous staff, tieethexpertise,
and professionalism provided by the Department oérgy,
Mines and Resources in managing the challenge®ppartu-
nities provided by the current strength of the Yhikoeconomy
and the strong interest in Yukon’s natural resosirce

Achieving the balance between economic growth avit e
ronmental responsibility through the sustainableetmment
of Yukon’s natural resources would not be possititbout the
dedication of Energy, Mines and Resources staff, lathank
them for their work.

This concludes my introductory comments for the203
main estimates for Energy, Mines and Resources.

Madam Chair, seeing the time, | move that we repost
gress.

Chair: It has been moved by Mr. Cathers that the
Chair report progress.

Motion agreed to

Hon. Mr. Cathers:
resume the Chair.

Chair: It has been moved by Mr. Cathers that the
Speaker do now resume the Chair.

Motion agreed to

I move that the Speaker do now

Speaker resumes the Chair

Speaker: | will now call the House to order.
May the House have a report from the Chair of Cottemi
of the Whole?

Chair’s report

Ms. McLeod: Mr. Speaker, Committee of the Whole
has considered Bill No. 6, entitlefirst Appropriation Act,
2012-13 and directed me to report progress.

Speaker:  You have heard the report from the Chair of
Committee of the Whole. Are you agreed?

Some Hon. Members: Agreed.

Speaker: | declare the report carried.

Hon. Mr. Cathers: | move that the House do now ad-
journ.

Speaker: It has been moved by the Government House

Leader that the House do now adjourn.
Motion agreed to

Speaker:
on Monday.

This House stands adjourned until 1:00 p.m.

The House adjourned at 5:22 p.m.



