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Yukon Legislative Assembly
Whitehorse, Yukon
Wednesday, May 9, 2012 — 1:00 p.m.

Speaker: I will now call the House to order. We will
proceed at this time with prayers.

Prayers
DAILY ROUTINE
Speaker:  We will proceed at this time with the Order
Paper.
Tributes.
TRIBUTES
In remembrance of James Bytelaar
Hon. Mr. Kent: Mr. Speaker, | rise on behalf of all

members of this Legislature today to pay tribute Jaomes
Nicholas Bytelaar. James Bytelaar, who was knowmany as
“Uncle Jimmy” or “Jimmy Gough”, passed away on Janyu
25, 2012. Jim, who was the oldest of 11 childreas Wworn on
August 27, 1929, in Vancouver, to Ernest and Eiytélaar.

At the age of 14, he left home to make his wayha t
world. After working in various jobs, Jim settleth @ career
working for Gough Electric, where he would remaor #6
years. He worked for Gough in Vancouver, Castlegat then
transferred to Whitehorse as the manager of theolfudcanch
in December 1968, where he remained until he cktiAdter
retiring, Jim remained in the Yukon splitting himé between
his home in Whitehorse and his cabin at Tagish Lake

Jim was known for his laugh and his kindness te@th
and he could often be heard saying, “By helpingesthyou
help yourself,” or “You only get out of life whaby're willing
to put into it.”

He was also always willing to lend a hand and wave
in the community by donating his time to variousarties,
umpiring ball and later as a member of the Grey Main Li-
ons Club. For those of you who don't recognize Jiminy
name, I'm sure that at some point he sold you ketifor a
various draw of some kind that the Grey Mountaians Club
was putting on.

Jim loved to garden and fish and his favourite plaz
spend his time was at his cabin at east Six MileeRiin
Tagish. In the summer, usually around 3 p.m., Jaic often
be found sitting on his patio having a beer, emjgyihe quiet-
ness around him or visiting with whomever came glon

Jim is survived by his son Kim, and his grandson$}—
chael, Christopher and Andrew — many great-grandigm,
nieces, nephews, other relatives and close frieaglgiell as his
sisters — Janet, Ethel, Vivian, Audrey and Christir and his
brothers, Edward and David.

He is predeceased by his wife, Elinor; his pareBtagst
and Ethel; his sisters, Marguerite and Alice; aislbrothers,
Ernie and Oliver.

When | was researching this tribute to Jimmy — [I've

known Jimmy for a number of years as well — thet luks
scription that | could find is really from the Lisi€Club website,

and I'll quote that and read it into the record: H@ever a Li-
ons club gets together, problems get smaller. Amdrounities
get better. That's because we help where helpaslett — in
our own communities and around the world — with ateched
integrity and energy.” That certainly typifies Jimmand the
way that he led his life.

| would ask members of the Legislature to join mevel-
coming some guests to the gallery: Kim Bytelaam'dison;
Vivian Henderson, Jim’s sister; close family frisndslenis
and Martin Allen, and neighbours at east Six Milet @t
Tagish; and so many of his friends, family anddwilLions
who have joined us here today.

Applause

In recognition of National Nurses Week

Hon. Mr. Graham: | rise in the House today in hon-
our of National Nurses Week. This time is set asaleeflect
on the positive impact nurses make to the lives\aalttbeing
of all Canadians. This week was chosen to commemaha
May 12 birthday of Florence Nightingale, who is elig con-
sidered to be the founder of modern nursing.

Almost all of us have interacted with nurses at time or
another. Nurses follow us through the course ofliees, from
birth to death and at many stages in-between. Nuase often
our first point of contact at the emergency roorhey are the
ones we turn to at the community health centre whenare
sick. They immunize our children, weigh our babéesl pro-
vide us with expert care for our chronic conditiomiey look
after us before, during and after surgery and stetidus when
someone we love dies in the hospital.

In the communities, nurses are the ones who respmnd
medical emergencies and warn us when illness igimgn
through our community. In addition, nurses are ghedievers
in equality — street or mansion, they don’t caresvehwe live.
They are here to look after our health.

While the hands-on work of nurses is vitally impgort, we
can’'t forget also the behind-the-scenes work they fdom
writing policy for government health departmentsrtmning
programs such as the chronic disease managememnaprand
palliative care.

Nurses bring their experience and expertise ineryeas-
pect of their work. The Government of Yukon employsghly
250 registered and licensed practical nurses imoanity nurs-
ing, community care, Yukon communicable diseasdroband
in Justice. That doesn't take into account the remub nurses
working for the hospitals or in private practice.

Nursing is a challenging profession, one in whioh turse
must constantly stay up to date with the lateshitng and in-
formation. The role of the nurse is constantly gia, Mr.
Speaker. As | speak, Yukon is continuing to workregula-
tions to accompany thAct to Amend the Registered Nurses
Profession Actwhich will pave the way for nurse practitioners
to practise in the territory, as they do in mosteotCanadian
jurisdictions.

In closing, Mr. Speaker, | would like to extend mgrati-
tude to all nurses, but especially to our own, veajuable,
Yukon nurses. Thank you very much.
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Mr. Barr: Mr. Speaker, | rise on behalf of the Official
Opposition to pay tribute to National Nursing Wegke sec-
ond week in May was proclaimed National Nursing Wee
recognition of Florence Nightingale’s birthday ofa12. Ms.
Nightingale would be amazed at the range of sesviugses
provide today. Today we recognize not only regedemurses,
but also nurse practitioners, certified nursingeaidnd licensed
practical nurses.

All of these professionals contribute enormouslythe
health of Canadians. The instant we are born towbed, a
pediatric nursing specialist greets us. Througlutlives, we
rely on nurses to care for us in many different svayd in
many different medical situations, from the dodaoclinic to
the surgical ward. In our last days, a palliativese will likely
be at our side providing compassionate care. Ngiisi chal-
lenging profession. It is hard physical work andndeding
emotionally. They work around the clock and on tayis.
Nurses also face danger. The rate of assault agesus twice
that of police officers.

The aging workforce is very noticeable in the mugspro-
fessions, and the shortage of personnel makesvéar barder
work for nurses as they fill in shifts. Through #llese hard-
ships, our nursing professionals put the interettheir pa-
tients first. Through the Yukon Registered Nursesdkiation,
nurses in the Yukon are showing leadership in ptorggre-
ventive measures in health care and recommendimuyative
approaches, such as a collaborative clinic.

| was speaking with a colleague prior to cominghare,
and just reflecting on my own experiences, from gngnd-
mother passing, to getting my tonsils out when §wayoung
guy, to various family members — | have an auntsawand a
cousin who are all nurses, and they have retired.

In all of my experiences, whenever | have beenhigirt
immediate presence — | was thinking that | haveenseen a
nurse not show care and compassion, even in thetryirgy of
times, and that is a rarity in our world today. dlosing, |
would like to thank our nursing professionals foe tdevotion
they show to their calling. Our lives are very muaalthier
and happier because of them.

Mr. Silver: | rise today on behalf of the Liberal cau-
cus to also pay tribute to National Nurses Week220lational
Nursing Week runs from May 7 to 13. As the Ministef
Health and Social Services and Member for Mountnker
Southern Lakes both mentioned, it includes Maywich is
the anniversary of Florence Nightingale’s birthdan Interna-
tional Nurses Day. Florence Nightingale was besovkm
around the world as “The Lady with the Lamp,” whorsed
British soldiers during the Crimean War and is aestl with
turning nursing into a profession.

National Nurses Week helps us honour our localingrs
profession and understand and appreciate the isignife of
the service they provide to our health and welkbein a daily
basis. They work in the emergency rooms, in holspitzom-
munity health care centres, public health clinfngdical health
clinics, schools, seniors assisted-living centassflight nurses,
home care nurses and in correctional institutiofisey also
serve with the Canadian Armed Forces and with theé ®ross.
They serve with a passion for the profession ankwielessly
on the front lines of the health care system. Nuese essential
to the health care system, as they work with imtligis and
communities on different levels. We value the pulservice
and their continued efforts to promote health aminess in
their role in primary health care.

National Nurses Week is an opportunity to celeb@te
nadian nurses for their provision of outstandintgra-centred
care and dedication. We recognize and value d@h®fursing
professionals from all levels of health care. Omdeof all
Yukoners, | thank you for your unwavering professilism
and your involvement, not only in our health cdvetf in the
health care of our families and of our communitpuYmake a
difference in someone’s life every day. You deseeeogni-
tion and our thanks, not only during Nurses Week, dvery
day of the year. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

In recognition of Police Week

Hon. Mr. Nixon: Mr. Speaker, it's a true honour and
a privilege to rise today to pay tribute to Pol\tkeek in Can-
ada. This year, Canadians will honour those wheest pro-
tect the community by celebrating Police Week fildiany 13 to
19. Police Week is dedicated to increasing comryumitare-
ness and recognition of police services while gftieening
police-community ties. Police Week encourages conityu
involvement and initiation of activities through die aware-
ness and community-sponsored events.

Police Week is governed by four specific objectivesact
as a vehicle with which to reinforce ties with t@mmmunity; to
honour police officers for the public safety anadisy they
provide to their communities; to promote the wodtige do in
their communities; and to inform the community afbtine po-
lice role in public safety and security.

Every day RCMP members police our communities and
work to prevent and deter crime. They are firspoeslers to
situations of crime and conflict, which often plein in harm’s
way.

While our expectations of the conduct of territbpalice
service must be high, we must also recognize tladiestging
and stressful role members of the RCMP fulfill whaslicing
our communities. | would like to personally thankrm@mand-
ing Officer Peter Clark and the members and supgaff who

National Nurses Week began in 1985 to recognize th@ake up M Division for their diligence in protedirpublic

commitment and achievements of the nursing prajessi

The theme for 2012 is “Nursing: the Health of owatin”.
The nursing profession is a cornerstone of ourtheadre sys-
tem and National Nurses Week is a chance to acleugel and
recognize the important contributions nurses makgy do
patient care in Canada.

safety and for their willingness to sacrifice. Gunly, there are
195 employees in Yukon M Division. These consist18b
regular RCMP members, 23 civilian members and 3lipu
service employees.

The work of the RCMP is aided by many community-vol
unteers who are actively involved in crime prevemtin their
neighbourhoods. These volunteers work as auxil@mysta-
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bles, as victim assistance volunteers and as ©gtioe patrol.
This is a true partnership between the police hagublic.

The Government of Yukon will continue to supportk¥u
oners and the RCMP in their efforts to make comties)i
neighbourhoods and homes safe and healthy. In ¢twdersure
that the hard work and commitment of Yukoners,uduig our
police service, is properly recognized, it's mygsdere to an-
nounce that this September, we will be hosting\aneto pay
tribute to police members, citizens and youth wbtdbute to
community safety. This event will be held in Whitebe in
conjunction with the national policing conferenaehich fo-
cuses on policing in northern and remote commusiitie

Over the coming months, information will be provide
through the Department of Justice website and atietia on
the Minister of Justice community safety awards #rednomi-
nation process. In the context of the upcomingdeoiveek, |
wish to invite Yukoners to recognize the RCMP mersalveho
they believe build bridges in their communitiesgcexin deliv-
ering police services, and help to inspire and wreodir youth.

| ask that all members of the Legislature join meek-
pressing our sincere appreciation to all the patiffecers and
support staff at RCMP M Division. Since being apped as
Minister of Justice for Yukon, I've had the opparity to visit
several detachments throughout Yukon, includingcfas,
Dawson City, Carmacks, Faro, Ross River, BeaveelGrand
of course, Whitehorse. I've also had the opporjutot spend
time on ride-alongs and traffic stops. | personahy extremely
proud of the work that our members are doing in &fukinder
the leadership of Commanding Officer Clark.

| would like to express my gratitude for all therdhavork
of the members of the RCMP M Division and feel thath
Police Week and the upcoming awards are an opptytior
us to recognize the difficult but rewarding job REMP has in
ensuring that Yukon remains a safe place to livke\asit.

Mr. Speaker, as Minister of Justice, it's a re&bifgge and
honour for me to introduce a few visitors to thdlagg. If my
colleagues in this Assembly could join me in welaugnto the
gallery a few of the members and staff of RCMP Migion:
Chief Superintendent Peter Clark, Inspector Willwhin,
David Gilbert, Constable Kelly MacQuarrie, Lorraifous-
seau, and Constable Walter Wallingham.

Applause

In recognition of Emergency Preparedness Week

Hon. Ms. Taylor: Mr. Speaker, | rise today on behalf
of all members of the Yukon Legislature to recognimer-
gency Preparedness Week. Natural disasters lilestféires or
floods may be beyond our control, but there areywaays to
reduce the risk and the impact of emergency evevtigther
natural or human caused.

Emergency Preparedness Week serves as an annual
minder for all of to be prepared to cope on our damat least
the first 72 hours of an emergency while rescuekessr help
those in urgent need.

Every year, Yukon experiences wildfires, floods,aav
lanches, extreme weather conditions and other emeyg
events. By taking a few simple steps, individuatsl daheir
families can become better prepared to face a rafgner-

gencies any time and anywhere, starting with kngwihe
risks. Although the consequences of disasters easirhilar,
knowing the risks specific to our community and eagion
can help us better prepare by making a plan to teland our
families know what to do and to prepare an emerge&iic
During an emergency, we all need basic suppliesmafg
need to get by without power or drinking water. @Bepared to
be self-sufficient for at least 72 hours in an eyaecy. This
week, the Emergency Measures Organization encosirégle-
oners to take concrete actions to be better prdpardividual
preparedness goes a long way to help people daridefter a
major disaster. The Yukon’s Emergency Measures 1izga
tion can help and has information available abobatgoes
into a basic kit, how to write an emergency plad details on

ganization is also using social media to keep pebptter in-
formed about emergency preparedness, distributiitdland
fire activity reports, flood risk reports and modeurge all
Yukoners to sign up for regular Twitter feeds aondfdllow
Yukon EMO on Facebook for the latest on emergengnts
and risks.

Mr. Speaker, we cannot talk about emergency prepare
ness without also acknowledging the efforts of Yhikcemer-
gency responders, including our community volurdeend
thanking them for their personal commitment to pukhfety
and support in our times of greatest personal need.

Our career and volunteer emergency respondersnglili
take on the responsibility for safeguarding our pumities
and, in doing so, make Yukon a unique place to. |kmer-
gency preparedness is a shared responsibility. eAthdividu-
als and responders have a role to play, so do gments at all
levels. Yukon government’s Emergency Measures (Qzgan
tion coordinates and maintains government-wide gerery
plans, business continuity plans and, during anrgemey,
brings together the people and the resources tageathose
events. Emergency Measures Organization also lerigsre
that Yukon government staff receive regular emecrgenan-
agement training, practise our plans through tapleixercises
and share information with neighbouring jurisdiogo

We have developed, tested and updated our govetamen

wide and departmental emergency coordination pargs we
will continue to refresh our plans to stay current.

We are confident in the people, expertise and regsun
place to keep our communities safe from flood ang, fand
other emergency events throughout the year ahead.

With this, | would like to recognize and thank teosho
contribute to public safety and emergency resptmseigh the
delivery of emergency medical services, wildlanck fman-
agement, emergency measures and structural fireeqgian
through the Fire Marshal’s Office.

'®" |ikewise, | would also like to thank all membersNfDi-

vision of the RCMP and, of course, the many menwsoachen
of the service who contribute their time every dlasgpughout
the year to each of our respective search and edsams.

Emergency Preparedness Week serves as a remirader th

emergencies can happen any time, anywhere. Preueatid
preparedness are paramount. Thank you.
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In recognition of Tourism Week

Hon. Mr. Nixon: On behalf of the Legislative As-
sembly, | rise today and pay tribute to Tourism Weghich
will be celebrated throughout Canada from May 142t
Spearheaded by the Tourism Industry Associatio€arfiada,
Tourism Week provides an opportunity to kick ofétsummer
season with special events hosted by businesses dirism
Industry Association of Yukon, and others. Tourigfeek is a
time for us to focus on what we already know. Teuris a key
economic driver that contributes to our qualityliéé and the
well-being of communities.

This year, tourism organizations, businesses arnérot

partners are being called on to be tourism chanspiynshow-
casing the economic and social benefits of theosetth my
view, Yukon has no shortage of tourism champions, Bour-
ism Week will be a great success here in the teyrit

In my travels as Minister of Tourism and Culturehdve
had the opportunity to meet many people who worthétour-
ism industry, from tourism operators to retail kkerto inter-
pretive and wilderness guides. These friendly, getér, dedi-
cated individuals provide exceptional, memorablpegiences
and quality products for visitors throughout tharye

| have also met many folks involved in the culturadus-
tries — artists, volunteers, people working in orat institu-
tions, museums and heritage attractions — who hoimgsto-
ries to life and capture the imagination of trasedl Yukoners
are a proud bunch, and it comes naturally for ush@mpion
our home and to sing the praises of its naturalityeand cul-
tural abundance. Thank you to all the committedhesiastic
individuals who make Yukon “larger than life”.

The Government of Yukon truly appreciates the wuri
sector’'s contribution to building thriving, vitalommunities
and a prosperous territory.

are dying or when someone we love is dying, and ithan
amazing service to provide.

We live in a culture that seems to have lost tonith the
natural process of dying. We fear it as we fear uhknown
and shy away from talking about it. Hospice paliatcare
workers guide us through this process, easingeansfand our
pain with knowledge, experience and compassionYukon,
we understand the importance of excellent endfefdare for
our citizens. We are fortunate to have many skiliedlth care
professionals and volunteers who provide palliateee in a
variety of settings, including private homes, htapiand long-
term care facilities.

In Whitehorse, Hospice Yukon provides one-on-ong- su
portive care for those who face a terminal illneBsey help
prepare friends and family for the coming death pravide
bereavement support once the friend or family mentizes
died. Hospice Yukon volunteers are screened anuirigaand
work closely with Hospice Yukon staff. Territory-ae, the
Department of Health and Social Services funds sauee
team to support caregivers. Set up in 2008 undrteitritorial
health access fund, the palliative care progranoig a perma-
nent part of the regular functioning of the depatin Since its
inception, the Yukon palliative care program hakvdeed ser-
vices to 207 people across the Yukon. The teamistsnsf a
program manager, palliative care physician, regestenurse,
social worker and an education and community liaisoordi-
nator.

So far, this team has provided training to clos#,6®0 in-
dividuals from Whitehorse and across the Yukon. sEhoe-
ceiving training include volunteers, nurses, homepert
workers, therapists and physicians. Together, thieo¥ pallia-
tive care program and Hospice Yukon provide invbleassis-
tance to Yukoners and | would like to take advaataf this

Finally, since the Tourism Week theme is “Tourismoccasion to thank them for their very valuable werv

Champions,” I'd also like to remind everyone thiaé ffourth

Yukon Tourism Champion Award will be presented nex

month, so now is the time to nominate someone ymwkwho
promotes Yukon as a must-see destination. Linkkd¢onomi-
nation form are on the Tourism and Culture websitene
page.

Tourism Week celebrates all Yukoners and their riourt
tion to enhancing the experience of visitors. l®mage every-
one to come out next week to take part in theviists. Thank
you.

In recognition of National Hospice Palliative Care
Week

Hon. Mr. Graham:
bers in honour of National Hospice Palliative Cak&ek,
which runs from May 6 to 12. This week is an oppnitty to
recognize, share and celebrate the accomplishrirettie field
of hospice palliative care, both nationally andehatrhome.

Hospice palliative care alleviates the sufferingpafients
and their families and helps the dying person hgefully as
possible until the end. It addresses the physpsaichological,
social, spiritual and practical issues surroundiohgng. It
brings comfort and helps us cope with loss andf gvleen we

| rise today on behalf of all mem-

{In recognition of 20 ‘h anniversary of Westray mine

disaster

Ms. White: Today, on behalf of the Legislative As-
sembly, | pay tribute to the 26 men who lost tHiees in the
Westray mine disaster on May 9, 1992, in PlymoNbya
Scotia. Curragh Resources Incorporated opened the on
September 11, 1991, to much local fanfare. Theyewersup-
ply the local electrical power utilities with coand the
neighbouring communities with 300 jobs. Even priorits
opening, safety concerns were raised. Curragh Ressithad
been given a special permit to use potentially damgs mining
methods not approved for coal mining. They wereritted to
use these methods until they reached the coal dmsmp fur-
ther. They weren't to use it to mine the coal. Unkn to au-
thorities, Curragh Resources continued to use thesinods
three months after they reached the coal seam. ecmine
opened, accusations remained by mine workers ofpaag
cutbacks in safety training, equipment maintenarwt of neg-
ligent and outright criminal behaviour toward sgf@spec-
tions.

In November 1991, a brave miner made safety comiglai
to safety inspectors. Sadly, his complaints wemigd. He
was fired in January 1992 for voicing his concerns.
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On March 9, 1992, Mike Piché, and organizer of the

United Steelworkers of America said in a reporttioa safety
of the mine: “I strongly feel there will be somedkiked in the

near future.” Two months later, in the early moghimours of
Saturday, May 9, 1992, a spark deep in the soutreaeer

section of the mine ignited an invisible cloud oétimane gas
and led to some subsequent coal dust explosiotisatked the
underground tunnels of the Westray mine. Twentyrsirers

were underground.

In the wake of the explosion, Canadian and intésnat
media outlets descended upon the tiny hamlet oh8lth and
the nearby towns of New Glasgow, Stellarton, Wéstand
Trenton. Every one of these small communities washed by
the tragedy that had been brought to their fromrsloCanadi-
ans held their breath for days as teams of draggesearched
the debris-strewn depths of the tunnels in seafshiwivors.

Our collective hope that even one survivor woulddaend
was dashed when the bodies of 15 miners were disedvThe
operation sadly changed from search and rescueat@ts and
recovery. As underground conditions worsened, tdethreak-
ing decision was made to abandon recovery effertsgmbing
the bodies of 11 miners who would never again Bedight of
day.

Six days after the explosion, the Nova Scotia prowal
government created a royal commission into the Y&gshine
and the safety issues resulting from the explosion.

Despite the refusal of top executives from Curragh

Resources to participate, Justice Kenneth PetehaRicre-
leased a report on December 1, 1997, that recomedead
sweeping overhaul of all provincial labour and m@ilaws and
departments. Most of the report's recommendatioasewm-
plemented.

As a result of the failure to successfully prosecthe
mine’s owner and managers, the Canadian Labour 1€ssg
and some affiliates initiated an intense lobbyirgnpaign in
the mid 1990s to amend tk&iminal Codeof Canada. The key
amendment now reads: “Every one who undertakesasrithe
authority, to direct how another person does warkberforms
a task is under a legal duty to take reasonabfes te prevent
bodily harm to that person, or any other persoisjray from
that work or task.”

Today a memorial sits in the park in nearby Nevassl
gow, above ground where the remaining miners ligeduin
the rubble that has long since fallen. The centrahument is
engraved with the names and the ages of those A6uine lost
their lives that fateful May morning, and with teenple line,
“Their light shall always shine.”

INTRODUCTION OF VISITORS

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: With your indulgence, | would
like to introduce Her Worship Elaine Wyatt, Mayofr Gar-
macks and recently elected as the president oAsiseciation
of Yukon Communities. | invite all members of theuse to
welcome her.

Applause

Mr. Silver: With your indulgence, Mr. Speaker, |
would also like to welcome a young man who actualy in
the Premier’s seat in this Legislative Assemblyimiyithe last
Youth Parliament session — a bright student andead of
mine, Mr. Emile Bouffard.

Applause

Speaker:
bling?

TABLING RETURNS AND DOCUMENTS

Hon. Mr. Nixon: I have the following documents for
tabling: the Yukon Law Foundation annual report,vBimber
1, 2010 to October 31, 2011; astharing Common Ground:
Review of Yukon’s Police Forcgear 1 progress report, May
2012.

Are there any returns or documents for ta-

Hon. Mr. Dixon: I have for tabling the Yukon State
of the Environment Interim Report, an update fowiem-
mental indicators, 2012.

Hon. Mr. Graham: | have for tabling the annual re-
port for the Yukon Workers’ Compensation Health &afety
Board for 2011.

Speaker:  Are there any reports of committees?
Are there any petitions for presentation?

Are there any bills to be introduced?

Are there any notices of motion?

NOTICES OF MOTION

Hon. Mr. Nixon:
the following motion:

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon tn-co
tinue to work with Public Safety Canada and the &@ana-
dian Mounted Police

(1) to implement the new 20-year agreement withGlog-
ernment of Canada for the provision of police smrsj

(2) to support the RCMP in their provision of a fig
sional, effective and efficient territorial policeervice that is
responsive to the needs of all Yukon communities;

(3) to address street crime; and

(4) to implement the recommendations of t8baring
Common Groundeport.

Mr. Speaker, | rise to give notice of

Ms. McLeod:
motion:

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon to-pr
mote Yukon’s mining history by encouraging artistglevelop
artwork that celebrates Yukon’s mining history andture.

| rise to give notice of the following

| further give notice of the following motion:

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon te en
gage municipalities, First Nations, local advisopuncils and
the public to undertake a comprehensive reviewheMunici-
pal Act
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| give notice of the following motion:

improve the territory’s communications infrastruetio better

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon te de support mining exploration and development in rara@as and

velop a new five-year comprehensive municipal ggaogram
with Association of Yukon Communities and municifias in
support of vibrant, sustainable and healthy comtiesi

Mr. Hassard:
motion:

| rise to give notice of the following

as identified in the Yukon Minerals Advisory Boa2f11 An-
nual Report as a hindrance to the industry’s coitipeness.

Mr. Silver:
tions:
THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon te ad

| rise to give notice of the following mo-

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon te us dress the intertwined issues of a skilled minardlistry work-

the 2012-13 budget to enhance public safety andrgamey
response through the delivery of emergency mediealices,
wildland fire management, emergency measures andtstal
fire protection under the Fire Marshal’s Office.

| also give notice of the following motion:

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon te us

the 2012-13 budget to commit $4.98 million to const a new
Whitehorse emergency response centre that will drgrre-
sponse times and enhance public safety.

| also give notice of the following motion:

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon to in

vest an additional $1.9 million to support commuriite de-
partments and enhance fire protection throughatetritory.

Ms. Hanson:
tion:

THAT this House urges the Government of Canada to:

(1)
government relationship established in the 11 Yukost Na-
tion self-government agreements;

| rise to give notice of the following mo-

(2) respect self-government agreements negotiatitéldl w

Yukon First Nations;

(3) recognize that Yukon First Nation self-govermine
agreements require Canada to negotiate financebster
agreements with Yukon First Nations based on netgatiprin-
ciples contained in those self-government agreesnent

(4) recognize the application of &mdian Actformula for
funding arrangements is inconsistent with thoseqipies; and

(5) stop unilateral actions that undermine the giple of
government-to-government negotiations between tbee-
ment of Canada and Yukon First Nations.

Ms. White:
tion:

THAT the Minister of Justice issue a ministeriatetment
during the current legislative sitting on the sabjef the recent
federal court judgment ruling that veterans’ digbpensions
are not considered taxable income and the imptinatin terms
of determining eligibility for all services provideby the
Yukon government, including social housing and aloassis-
tance.

| rise to give notice of the following mo-

Mr. Elias:
tion:

THAT this House urges the Minister of Energy, Mirzesl
Resources and the Minister of Community Servicepitatly

| rise to give notice of the following mo-

recognize the importance of the government-to-

force and their access to housing, as identifieth&n Yukon
Minerals Advisory Board 2011 Annual Report, by wiork
with partners in industry, education, municipafitiend First
Nation governments.

| also give notice of the following motion:

THAT this House urges the minister responsible tfor
Yukon Housing Corporation to build on the good wahleady
undertaken by the Klondike Development Organizatidth
respect to Dawson City housing in general, andtien Korbo
Apartments site specifically, as laid out in thislay 8, 2012
proposal and letter to the minister.

Speaker: Is there a statement by a minister?

Speaker’s ruling

Speaker:  Prior to Question Period, the Chair will rule
on a point of order regarding Standing Order 19(g).

During yesterday’s Question Period, in responsa qoies-
tion from the Member for Mayo-Tatchun regarding Weite-
horse Trough disposition process, the Minister ofergy,
Mines and Resources said, “| know the NDP doessopport
the mining industry...”

At that point, the Member for Mayo-Tatchun rose @n
point of order and said that the minister was inmgumotives
to the Official Opposition.

Standing Order 19(g) says, “A member shall be dalte
order by the Speaker if that member imputes falassmavowed
motives to another member.”

It is common for members, during the course of teebad
during Question Period, to offer their interpresatof the posi-
tions or policies of parties other than their owhese charac-
terizations, which tend to be unflattering, freqiyegive rise to
points of order.

Procedurally speaking, characterizing a party’scpes or
positions in an unflattering manner is not the saseattribut-
ing a false or unavowed motive to another member.

To violate Standing Order 19(g), a member wouldehiav
suggest that another member’s reason for advocaticgrtain
policy or position was one that is unworthy of ammaburable
member of this Assembly. For example, in a pastidlatjve
Assembly, the Chair invoked Standing Order 19(gemha
member said that another member adopted a cerbsitign in
order to put partisan self-interest ahead of tHdipinterest.

The Chair does not believe that something simiathiat
occurred yesterday. Therefore, the Chair does els\e there
is a point of order in this case.

Determining the true nature of a party’s policypmsition
on an issue is a matter for members to resolveugrahe
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process of debate, questions and responses.dt & matter of
procedure on which the Speaker can rule.

the environment and respects all sectors of theaoyg and
indicated that the model outlined in the north Yolgan may

The Chair would like to thank the Member for Mayo- be a better approach than the one that the Pedrstiad Plan-

Tatchun and the Minister of Energy, Mines and Resssifor
their contributions to resolving this point of orde
We will now proceed to Question Period.

QUESTION PERIOD
Question re: Peel watershed land use plan

Ms. Hanson:
peatedly told that this government wants to reptidhe north
Yukon plan in the Peel watershed land use plan)éiist start
at the beginning. The north Yukon plan started \pitbvisions
in the Vuntut Gwitchin First Nation Final Agreemetitat in-
cluded termination of oil and gas interests in @le Crow
Flats area; establishment of the Vuntut NationakPastab-
lishment of the Old Crow Flats special managemee&;aes-
tablishment of the Fishing Branch Wilderness Reseand
Bear Cave Mountain. In total, these areas accaurtrie-third
of the planning region being protected even befloeeplanning
process started.

Mr. Speaker, how can the minister continue to clétat
the Peel plan should be like the N.W.T. north Yulptan when
the two regions and starting points are so fundaafigrdiffer-
ent?

Hon. Mr. Cathers:
picking excerpts from what members were saying, Hrel
NDP is trying to paint a picture that really isdontrast to real-
ity. As | have indicated a number of times heree @f the
things that the government has said in outlining rinodifica-
tions and options that we will be presenting to plublic for
consideration is that we think perhaps the finahgor —

Speaker’s statement
Speaker:
lery to remove their signs. Signs are not permitteithe gallery
at any time. Please remove the signs. Take thenm cow.
Order. | will ask the Members of the Legislatureptease
leave the Legislature. We will recess at this patsr time.

Recess

Speaker:  I'll now call the House to order.

Mr. Clerk, can you remind me where we were befoee w

recessed? | believe, if memory serves, the MinisteEnergy,
Mines and Resources was into his answer.

Clerk: Yes.

Speaker:
sources has one minute for his response.

Hon. Mr. Cathers:
terrupted, the government will continue to folldwdugh on its
commitments and the approach that we outlined en2011
election. As the Leader of the NDP knows very wailiring the
2011 election campaign, we criticized the NDP dml ltiber-
als for committing to accept the commission’s pragab plan,
and we talked about our desire to seek a final filahprotects

Mr. Speaker, Yukoners have been re-

The Minister of Energy, Mines and Re-

As | was saying before | was in-

ning Commission came up with.

Ms. Hanson: Well, in fact, the minister opposite was
talking about cherry-picking, and it's he who iseaty-picking.
He wants the land managed on the basis of inten§itise as
in the north Yukon, but he does not want the ptaiacthat
plan affords the environment.

The planning principles of both the north Yukonrpknd
the Peel watershed plan are essentially the santhelcase of
the Peel watershed plan, the government just doekke the
result. Instead of engaging in the planning proctss gov-
ernment refused, over the last several years,avige the Peel
Watershed Planning Commission with any meaningfalyses
or concerns. Now the government wants to rewrigegghnci-
ples.

When will the minister stop promoting the falseiootthat
the Peel plan should be like the north Yukon plan —

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

Point of order
Speaker: Minister of Energy, Mines and Resources,

on a point of order.
Hon. Mr. Cathers:

Standing Orders.

Speaker: Leader of the Official Opposition, on the
point of order.

Ms. Hanson: Mr. Speaker, would “incorrect” be more
appropriate?

Speaker’s ruling

Speaker:  I'll accept “incorrect.” The Leader of the Of-

Order please. | would ask visitors in the gal-¢.i Opposition has the floor.

Ms. Hanson: When will the minister stop promoting
the incorrect notion that the Peel plan shouldike the north
Yukon plan and when will he take the final recomnohesh Peel
plan, as written, to full public consultation?

Hon. Mr. Cathers: Mr. Speaker, what we see from
the Leader of the NDP are a number of assertionshwdimply
do not accurately reflect the facts.

Again, | remind the member — as the member knows fu
well by this point — that of the 11 members of thiekon
Party caucus who are in government now, 10 wereémgbv-
ernment during the response to the commission tichwshe
referred.

We will continue to follow the approach we outlinedthe
public in 2011 election campaign. We have indicateat, in
following the remaining stage of the process, wk egntinue
to follow all our obligations under that process;luding hear-
ing from the public, from communities and from FEiNations
prior to reaching any final decisions related te theel plan.
However, we have indicated, as we have a numbeimazfs,
that we believe that modifications would be appiaterand we
believe the north Yukon commission did a better tloén the

The accusation that the member
. just made that a member of this House is promadirtéalse”
Yet again we see the NDP cherry-4ti0n would seem to me to be clearly in contraieendf our
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Peel planning commission of coming up with a plaat tman-
ages the footprint from all users in a fair, ecpigaand bal-
anced manner. So therefore we as government aigatsd to
do what we believe is in the best interests ofpfa@ning proc-
ess and provide suggestions aimed at making atbéabest it
can be. One of the suggestions is that perhapsitld be more
like the North Yukon Regional Land Use Plar | wonder if
the member has even read the north Yukon plan.

Ms. Hanson:
picking. On one hand he uses the Yukon Party gowvem
when he’s looking good, but he’s not part of thavernment
when the spotlight is not so favourable.

He can’t have it both ways — he is either part lod t
Yukon Party government over the last 10 years,iteathis
path, or he is not.

new pharmacy agreement. It is now 2012, and wstdkrevait-
ing.

This kind of government inaction is a burden onhbot
Yukon’s public health care system and on individdakoners.
What is this government doing to ensure Yukonerns gdair
price for prescription drugs?

Hon. Mr. Graham: I guess the simple answer to this
question is — had the member listened yesterdayinglu

Again the member opposite is cherry- Committee of the Whole, | went through this wholegess.

Yes, we realize that 14 percent is the markup disttibutors
are able to make.

We're also very aware of the fact that a 30-perceatkup
is what private pharmacy owners can make on thgsdiwe
realize that this is a reasonable figure when ti#t of the drug
is relatively small; however, in these days whea tost of

Mr. Speaker, the Peel Watershed Planning Commissiodrugs has gone up dramatically, especially forabertrugs

decided that the method of measuring and managing Use
intensity used in the north Yukon would not workatinghout
the Peel planning region because the terrain ape ¢f eco-
zones were not similar, nor were they conducivenamaged
intensity of use. The final recommendBdel Watershed Re-

gional Land Use Plardoes accommodate industry. Nowhere

does it ban mining or call for expropriation of mial interests.

Again, Mr. Speaker, when will the minister stop mpiaiing
the incorrect notion that the Peel plan shouldike the north
Yukon plan, and when will he take the final recornmaied
plan, as written, to full public consultation?

Hon. Mr. Cathers:
riddled with inaccuracies in information. The membas had
ample time and opportunity to know she is incotr&tte has
made assertions that she ought to know are indorrec

All | can say to her question is that the membewisng;
the member is wrong; the member is wrong. The NDPEeo
again have it wrong, and | would point out agaimatththe
Yukon government will continue to follow our oblig@ans un-
der the process. We will continue to seek the imtie public
on proposed modifications to the plan. We will disten to all
citizens, communities and First Nations.

Also, in reference to today’s earlier events, &y point
out that the government listens to the public anidiierested in
the input of all citizens, but the most effectivayof engaging
in public discussion is to be thoughtful, constivetand rea-
sonable. Issuing a list of demands is one of thg Meast effec-
tive ways of engaging with the government.

Question re:  Prescription drug prices
Ms. Hanson: I'll change topics. The Yukon is in the

top three Canadian jurisdictions, in terms of houchwe pay
for prescription drugs. The 1995 Yukon pharmacychasing
agreement that was supposed to expire in 1997 dasluhe
following: the manufacturer's wholesale price isrkeal up by
14 percent by the distributor, and Yukon pharmacess mark
the acquisition price up another 30 percent. Theegoment’s
2008 Yukon Health Care Reviewlentified that prescription
drugs represent a challenge for costs containneerthé health
care system. The Yukon government’s own internditaf the
pharmacare program in 2008 recommended the negatiat a

The member’s question was so

that are for the more serious diseases, we refil@#e30 percent
of a much larger number is probably not appropriate

We've undertaken, or we will be undertaking coresidin
with the pharmacy owners in the territory and w# taé com-
ing up with a new agreement in the very near future

Ms. Hanson: | was listening yesterday and it was be-
cause | was listening that I'm not having the aassoe because
we're still four years later not having — well, 20me years
later that we don’t have an agreement. The Yukends are no
different from what is happening across Canadag@nsts are
the fastest growing driver of rising health costs.

Yesterday the minister did say that the medicalsoarer
has become indifferent to health care costs. Iltitye&€anadi-
ans and Yukoners care a great deal about keepingudlic
health care system sustainable so that it is alyedvide equi-
table access in a cost-effective way. Yukoners viaatgov-
ernment to show it is not indifferent to healthecaosts.

There is a concern that when governments wantttprod
grams, they refer to “hard decisions”. We’ve hetlid in this
House. We think renegotiating the pharmacy purcleagee-
ment now should be an easy decision. Will costoaated
with Yukon Party government inaction — inaction p\&9-
some years — on renegotiating the pharmacy puncbasi
agreement lead to cuts in other programming? Ifxd@t pro-
grams will be affected?

Hon. Mr. Graham: It's interesting to note that the
member opposite referred to the Yukon Party govertrover
the last 10 years, and now it's over the last 2@asn’t even
aware that we were in power for the last 20 ydamsally don’t
know where this kind of question comes from. | gavean-
swer to a legitimate question. If you're just tryito embarrass
somebody on this side of the House by going baclkers,
then go ahead. But if you want answers to questtbies ask a
question that’s legitimate. I've said we will banegjotiating the
contract. We will be doing it as quickly as possibh

Speaker’s statement
Speaker: Order. I'd ask the minister to address the
Chair and not the member opposite.

Hon. Mr. Graham: Okay. Sorry, Mr. Speaker. Per-
haps you can convey, then, my feeling of frustrattmd my
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difficulty in answering a question that has beesveared a
number of times already.

Ms. Hanson:
with respect to renegotiating the pharmacy agreenseme-
cause we have seen time and time again — and yeadé a
mistake, the agreement itself is 20 years old. gtneernment
has been in place for 10 years. It is during tfiaydars that it
has not acted to renegotiate this agreement, so wieehave
heard, yes, we are going to act loandlord and Tenant Act
yes, we will act on whistle-blower — we have haldadilthese
promises; they are vacant promises. Until the rrenisan tell
this Legislature, tell Yukoners when the agreenvetitbe re-
negotiated, we will continue to have high costsarafacy costs
are one of the three cost drivers for health carthis territory.
We need to know when they will begin and when hi¢ véive
an agreement to replace the existing outdated piweutical
agreement in the Yukon.

Hon. Mr. Graham:
answer to this question, but | will not. | will titp do it in a
reasonable manner. The cost of drugs is a driver.dne of the
drivers of the costs of health care, but so aredsts of wages,
so is the cost of heating and fuel, and so argé#yments that
we make to physicians and nurses at the hospike. pFicing
that the member opposite has also referred to doemclude
the cost of drugs that we purchased in the hospystem.

We use a different system for that. We're now waogkio-
gether with the other provinces on a system of lpasing
drugs on a Canada-wide basis that we hope will r@dace the
price, especially of the more expensive drugs. 8oeamaking
positive steps. As quickly as we can, we’ll reneget this
agreement as well.

Question re:  School attendance

Mr. Silver:
of the new partnership between the Department afc&tibn
and the Victoria Gold Corporation. That partnershiil see
$15,000 financial contributions from both partiead Victoria
Gold is planning to go above and beyond that amthnough
fundraising.

The ultimate goal is to improve student attendamdéch
is a serious and worsening issue in the Yukon. Waresthe
minister's concern about school attendance aneffleet it has
on students’ educational success.

We understand that all the details of the initiasihaven't
been worked out yet. However, could the ministeapk share
with us what discussions have taken place witheesfp this
new project?

Hon. Mr. Kent: This does give me the opportunity to
not only thank Victoria Gold Corporation and thpnesident
and CEO, Mr. John McConnell, for partnering witte tDe-
partment of Education on this very important ititia, but also
thank all of the mining companies that have conted to nu-
merous charities, sports teams and a number ardiff initia-
tives throughout the territory over the past numiifeyears as
good, solid corporate citizens of the Yukon.

With respect to this particular project, as the roemop-
posite noted, attendance is an issue that affetisots across
the Yukon. As far as plans for this project gohaligh they

| am tempted to make a one-word

haven't been finalized, it's my hope that we camage the
student advisory committee on this important ititiea and

The reason that | asked the questionsolicit their feedback and input when it comeshis particular

aspect of addressing student attendance.

Mr. Silver: | think absenteeism is quite a problem.
think we might have witnessed a few students ptayiooky in
the Legislative Assembly today.

As the minister is already quite aware, there i@l
Dawson City program being developed that focuseisngmov-
ing school engagement and retaining more studeitbsnvwthe
educational system. It's the Trondék Hwéch'in FiNation's
initiative called the virtual education initiativelnder this pro-
gram, students are registered with their schoalsthey com-
plete much of their studies within the communitydam the
land in a way that is meaningful and accountabléh&ir edu-
cational goals. Much work has already been dond,the re-
sults look very positive.

How will the minister ensure that this successfuinenu-
nity development initiative works with the new peatships
that are being forged ahead with mining comparsesh as
Victoria Gold?

Hon. Mr. Kent:
duced a number of strategies over the past seyeaa to im-
prove attendance, such as more experiential pragmag)
more First Nation cultural and language conterd, libt lunch
programs, a new program called “Learning Togethe#tijch
encourages parents and caregivers of young chitdreartici-
pate in a variety of school activities.

Of course, when it comes to this particular pashigr
with Victoria Gold, again, | have to say how pledh$eam that
they have stepped up as a great partner with tipaaent of
Education on such an important initiative.

It's my preference that this particular aspect ddrassing

Mr. Speaker, we are very pleased to heaEchooI attendance be student-driven, that we sadieas from

students moving ahead. That’s not to say thatishgeing to be
the only thing we do moving forward, but it's cénigt going to
be one of the programs we initiate to improve atéerce in our
schools.

Mr. Silver:
technologies and trades training in our rural sthdor two
main reasons: first, it will allow Yukon students train for
well-paid, skilled jobs in their home communitiesid second,
such training engages students who would othertésat risk
of dropping out.

With this government’'s partnership announcemeng th
public was advised that students, educators arictspéders
will be brought together to help develop this nettersdance
initiative and that the program will be in place fbe 2012-13
school year. That school year is less than fourtheaway and
that’s not much time left.

How will the partners be facilitating meaningfulnomu-
nity input into this initiative, particularly indint of the excel-
lent work that has already been going on in DawGSiby?

Hon. Mr. Kent:
cern at Robert Service School in Dawson, it's @smncern at
other schools throughout the territory. So | wantrtake sure
that when we develop the program that's going téchméhese

The department, of course, has intro-

We have been advocating for integrated

Of course, while attendance is a con-
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dollars we involve students, educators and stakiens|from
across the territory in moving forward on this imat initia-
tive.

As I've said on the floor of this House previoustiiere
have been a number of initiatives already undentak¢hen it
comes to student attendance, it's going to be eébpansibility,
not only of the students, not only of the departimemd our
teachers, but also of the parents. So we want teermare that
we engage all of those partners moving forward wivende-
velop this program and look at other programs mg¥orward
that will address the issue and the problem of pboedent at-
tendance.

Question re: Municipal Act review

Mr. Barr: I, along with many others of this House, at-
tended the Association of Yukon Communities AGMDaw-
son City. | was pleased to hear that there wiltlseview of the
Municipal Act It was good to hear the commitment to full pub-
lic consultation in the motion this afternoon. Otbe years,
citizens have raised a number of concerns abouéffeetive-
ness in terms of strengthening the local democrabglieve
Yukoners will welcome the opportunity to be a pafra public
consultation on the act. Can the minister providee details
about the time frame and the process regardingdhsultation
on theMunicipal Ac®?

Hon. Ms. Taylor: | would like to thank the member
opposite for raising this question. As the memlmrasite was
present, | believe, at the Association of Yukon @umities
AGM in Dawson this past weekend, the Yukon govemmme
was very pleased to announce a number of initigtinesupport
of the further development of our communities as kmew
them today, including undertaking a full reviewtb& Munici-
pal Actand developing a new five-year comprehensive nitunic
pal program in collaboration with Association of Rtun Com-
munities and the municipalities themselves.

As | announced, we are looking to review tenicipal
Act It will be multi-year and multi-focused. We widngage
municipalities, First Nations, local advisory coiscand the
public at large to ensure a balance between tleeesiis of the
municipal governments and the citizens they sdtwaill take
place, as | said, commencing immediately in mideJumith
full public consultation involving and engaging tpeblic, in-
cluding all the other stakeholders | just listedwill continue
through the fall and into the year thereafter.sltmulti-phase
and it will be comprehensive, and it is long overdu

Mr. Barr: This is good that the Yukon people would
be part of the discussion on thMunicipal Act,and that this
review is not just a targeted consultation betwammicipal
councils and the Yukon government. After all, tmegmble to
the act states that public participation is fundataleto good
local government. When the currévitinicipal Actwas passed,
it was hailed as a landmark in the country in terofisits
progressive approaches to its citizen democracy.

The Public Votes section, which gives citizens afdity
to get a referendum organized on any matter, hes Hamin-
ished by recent court decisions. Will the publiwénan oppor-
tunity to participate in discussion on how the Rublotes sec-

tion of theMunicipal Actcan be amended to ensure that it is a
relevant, useful tool of citizen democracy?

Hon. Ms. Taylor: | am certainly not going to pre-
empt the outcome of this comprehensive review isf élat. As
the member opposite ought to be aware, there 3-ygear re-
view that is required under the currédtinicipal Act We are
committing to a comprehensive, very broad overvigwthis
particular act.

Likewise, we've also committed to a comprehensiee
view of the five-year comprehensive municipal grardggram,
in collaboration with municipalities. There are amber of
various items that will certainly be under review, be sure,
which includes anything from revenue generationegtments,
local improvement charges, terms of office, anceptiunici-
pal-focused issues. One only has to take a loothet“Our
Towns, Our Future” review that has taken place dkerlast
two years, in collaboration with the Association ¥tikon
Communities, which sets out 18 different prioritseas for
moving forward. This is but one area — the compnehe
review of theMunicipal Act —but, to be sure, we are working
on all 18.

Mr. Barr: Public participation is fundamental to good
local government. I've received comments from eitig that
the process to review the act should be drivenitizeas. I'm
looking for some assurance that Yukon people wilealthe
process of reviewing th®lunicipal Actand that there will be
lots of opportunities for the public to bring forkdatheir sug-
gestions to make municipal government more tramspamore
accountable and more democratic. Will the minigtégase
provide this assurance that it will be the Yukorogle that
drive the process and changes to khenicipal Actand mu-
nicipal governance?

Hon. Ms. Taylor: We, on this side of the House, are
very committed to an inclusive review — an inclgsineview
that incorporates municipalities, the Associatioh Yukon
Communities, the local advisory councils, YukonsFiNations
and the public, to be sure.

As | already outlined in my address to the Assommabf
Yukon Communities over the weekend — and, agaiaml
committing on the floor of the Legislature — theiesv will be
comprehensive. It will be broad, it will be a phéisgproach,
and it will be meaningfully engaging all the resjpex stake-
holders moving forward.

Likewise, we're also very pleased to move forwandttoe
comprehensive municipal grant program — a new Yyiear
one at that — to certainly assist municipalitiesettsure that
they remain vibrant and healthy and sustainablenoving
forward. | certainly commend the Community Serviadg-
cials, those who work within the department, wheehaeen
collaborating with municipalities. | think that théave done a
great job on the “Our Towns, Our Future” reviewmiog up
with a number of priority initiatives, all of whiclwe are mov-
ing forward in an inclusive manner.

-

Questionre: FASD and ARND children in Yukon
schools
Mr. Tredger: There are many students in our school

system who are affected by fetal alcohol spectrusorder.
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Many more children have been identified with aldetetated
neurodevelopmental disorder, or ARND.

Some schools have identified that as many as 30 ter-
cent of the children in their classrooms may bedéd. This
has huge implications for resource allocations iasttuctional
capability in all of our schools. Even three orrfgtudents who
may be moderately or severely affected presentiderable
challenges for the whole class.

How does the minister identify the number of studeaf-
fected by FASD and ARND, and how many affected eisl
are currently in the system?

Hon. Mr. Graham: As | mentioned yesterday during
debate of the Health and Social Services budget, ainthe
most difficult things we do is label people with EB. In order
for a person to be designated as a person suffeongFASD,
we must do a careful evaluation. That evaluatiodase by a
team of people with the department. We have hadbelieve
since 2004 — 49 people who have been presentedskass-
ment; 41 of those assessments were completed.

Whether or not all of those people are still in tca-
tional system | can't tell members, but that's tay those
people are identified within the system. The Deparit of
Health and Social Services carries out those asszds.

Mr. Tredger: | thank the minister for that answer.
One of the reasons that we have gone to alcohatectineuro-
developmental disorders is the very fact that itasy difficult
to get a concise clinical evaluation and it is vexpensive.
However, effective management of instruction degema ac-
curate information and knowledge of the number fédécied
children. Research has identified teaching andsobasn man-
agement practices that are effective in workinghvghildren
affected by FASD. Indeed, knowledge and applicatirre-
search-based teaching methods is essential fdrethefit of all
members of the classroom. Training for teachin§ stad edu-
cational assistants is absolutely necessary tthganost out of
the process of teaching and learning.

What is the minister’s plan for training staff, tbars, ad-
ministrators and educational assistants in the mgry¢ar?

Hon. Mr. Kent: | believe the member opposite is
talking about the deployment in our classroomshefgarapro-
fessional resources, which of course includes dthma assis-
tants, remedial tutors and learning assistants| Bah say that
the information that | have with me today in theude is that
those numbers have gone from 113 in 2002-03 to &0 in
2011-12, so there’s a substantial amount of investnbeing
made in those paraprofessionals to assist in gmsiom. Of
course, under the guidance of a teacher, EAs —dacational
assistants — assist in the implementation of edurmalt pro-
gramming and student individual education plane EAs are
assigned to students, not schools, so they vam fyear to
year depending on the needs of a particular schotte stu-
dents who are in that school.

Mr. Tredger:
challenge, but properly managed they also presemipaortu-
nity. Currently there are few resources and trgropportuni-
ties available for teachers and educational asdssigho often
must rely largely on their own initiatives to demelprogram-

ming. With this syndrome, as in most school chaem it is
important to include the whole community in suppoftthe
students and the school. What is this ministersylterm strat-
egy to support schools and their communities tio taad work
effectively with students affected by fetal alcorsgectrum
disorder and alcohol-related neurodevelopmentakdes?

Hon. Mr. Kent: | thank the member opposite for the
guestion. When it comes to the educational assssttrey are,
of course, deployed based on assessed student Redy is
given to students who have what is referred teeasll1l needs,
as well as students recommended by the Child Dpusat
Centre as needing EA support. Level 1 currently maestu-
dents who are not able to participate in a clasereetting
without an educational assistant. For example,etlgtadents
may be physically dependent on others for meeteifycare
needs, deaf and/or blind, or emotionally, behawatiyr or de-
velopmentally challenged.

So | think that when it comes to deploying the nembf
paraprofessionals, it's done on a per-student b&#&gssome-
thing that | believe they are assigned in the gpprior to the
upcoming school year. | should also mention tha ofthe
first acts that we undertook as a government watake the
paraprofessionals — | believe the number was ard2d-
take them from a term position and make them indetete.
So they're now part of the formula and there’s g&lgurity for
those individuals who are performing these incrigdikorth-
while tasks for us in our schools.

Speaker: The time for Question Period has now
elapsed. We’'ll now proceed with Orders of the Day.

ORDERS OF THE DAY
OPPOSITION PRIVATE MEMBERS’ BUSINESS
MOTIONS OTHER THAN GOVERNMENT MOTIONS

Motion No. 16

Clerk: Motion No. 16, standing in the name of Mr.
Elias.

Speaker: It is moved by the Member for Vuntut
Gwitchin

THAT this House urges the Minister of Justice talem
take a full review of the territory’s family, childnd property
laws with a view to introducing amendments to tkigislation
by the fall of 2013; and that the review addressissues of:

(1) custody and access;

(2) property;

(3) spousal support;

(4) same-sex couples; and

(5) the definition of a common-law relationship.

Mr. Elias: It's an honour and a privilege to stand and

These students present an enormougpeak to the motion that | put forward to the Hotmss#ay to

consider. | want to begin my comments by recogugizhrat it's
important to understand that | came across thiseisghout a
year and half ago on a flight from Vancouver togaay with a
lawyer from Alberta who was going through the psxef
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doing an overview of Alberta’s family law. In thésdussion |
had beside the gentleman, the words that caughatteption
were “the best interests of the child are the @olycern.” Over
the past months, doing the research with regattisomotion,
it became very clear that the scope of our fanaly kituation
in the territory encompassed more than just custéodlaccess.
That's why | submitted the motion to the House timatudes
property, spousal support, same-sex couples anddfigtion
of a common-law relationship, because we have d& ki the
whole scope in order to protect the best interafstise child.

I will begin, Mr. Speaker. Our family, child andgmerty
laws contain expectations of how people will behagethey
marry, have children and otherwise form familiebey¥ also
contain assumptions about what those families ldek Legal
recognition of couples has historically been premien a male
and female husband and wife, who are legally marrie

Yukon, like an increasing number of jurisdictiohss in-
stituted marriage equality for same-sex couples.w&l, re-
gardless of sexual orientation, more people ar@sihg to live
in common-law relationships. Our expectations abloeing
parents, responsibility and access to childrenr aftenarriage
breakdown have changed considerably over time,aas bur
beliefs about the distribution of property and im=o between
spouses during separation and divorce.

In the Yukon, we are governed by the fed®@alorce Act
for certain matters. Within the territory, we hathe Family
Property and Support Acthe Children’s Law Act the Family
Violence Protection Agctand theChild and Family Services

ried, but that religious organizations could notftreed to per-
form marriages contrary to their beliefs. Finally,2005, gay
marriage was legalized under Prime Minister Paulrtida
Yukon was ahead of the federal government, thamlkes lbcal

couple, Stephen Dunbar and Rob Edge. When they desried
a marriage licence in 2004, they brought the igsube Yukon
Human Rights Commission, and eventually to the Yukwo-

preme Court. Justice Peter Mcintyre found the rage&ilicence
denial unconstitutional and changed the definibdmarriage
from a union of man and a woman to the voluntaripmirfor

life of two persons to the exclusion of all otheBsephen and
Rob were married a few days later. The Yukon wagdod

company then, having been the fourth Canadiandiatien to

legalize gay marriage after Ontario, British Coluandnd Que-
bec. By the time the federal legislation passedtheate, mar-
riage equality already existed in eight provincks prukon as
the only territory at that time.

With regard to common-law relationships, our family
child and property laws include other assumptidssuafamily
structures — that is, our family law was originathgsed on
two spouses who are legally married. But more andencou-
ples now choose to live in common-law relationships

The 2006 census provided information on a number of
married and common-law households in the Yukon eReh-
ers found 4,640 households headed by married cougpte
1,970 households headed by common-law spouses. i$hat
roughly 70-percent married and 30-percent comman tow-
ever, the census also found that the proportiocoaimon-law

Act. To be relevant to the way Yukon families are formed couples has risen considerably since the 2001 sersuthe

evolved and operate today, this legislation muskédy up to
date. For example, tieamily Property and Support Attteats
common-law couples seeking financial support déifely from
married couples doing the same. As well, althougimessex
marriage has been legal in the Yukon since 2004hnudi our
government literature still refers to husbands aies, brides
and grooms.

Changing social expectations, family patterns drel ex-
tension of marriage equality should be comprehehgiand
effectively reflected in our legislation and othgriding docu-
ments. To explore this further, we can imagine ldgal cir-
cumstances of Yukon’s same-sex and common-law esupl
both of which have changed considerably in thel@sgears.

With regard to marriage equality, homosexuality veas
criminal offence in Canada until 1969, when Priménister
Pierre Trudeau'Criminal Law Amendment Aavas passed,
and he stated that, “...what's done in private betwadults
doesn’t concern the Criminal Code.”

It took more than 35 years for that same-sex mgerta be
federally legalized in Canada. In 2003, Prime MurisJean
Chrétien presented draft legislation to include sa®x cou-
ples in the definition of marriage with the samendfégs and
responsibilities that had historically been resdri@ opposite
sex couples. By that time, courts in seven prowrtad deter-
mined that restricting marriage to a man and a wowialated
the Charter of Rights and Freedoms.

In 2004, the Supreme Court of Canada determinddttbea
federal government had jurisdiction over who migbt mar-

five years prior, there had been an increase obstirhi0 per-
cent in common-law couples, whereas married coupies
creased only by four percent.

Over time, more families are being headed by common
law couples and we should ensure that our famityidcand
property legislation reflect this reality in our kan society.
These numbers, by the way, include both same-sé»oppo-
site-sex couples. The 2006 census was the firshdtude
same-sex couples in the “legally married” categdhere were
25 married same-sex couples reported, which wasthes one
percent of all couples in the territory, althougietably, local
marriage equality had only been achieved two ypd®s.

There was another interesting trend containedengtiow-
ing number of common-law couples. More and moreha$
kind of relationship is a deliberate choice as @gubto a reac-
tion to past marriages and divorces. That is, peapén’t just
living in common-law relationships because they ehdeen
married and divorced in the past and don’'t warggbmarried
again. The proportion of people living in commomleelation-
ships who have never been married is rising. IN12@G0 per-
cent of people in common-law relationships had sty
been married. By 2006, that number had dropped toe2cent.
Given the trend, we can imagine that number is doerer
today.

Common-law relationships are recognized in a raofye
statutes, including those governing pensions atatezs How-
ever, common law is not specifically defined, imhg within
our family and property legislation.
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A common-law relationship is one considered to lhe owhose name the home may be in, and prohibits theeagor

some permanence. Whether or not two people amgligom-
mon law does not depend on their having lived togeefor a
set amount of time. Instead, it depends on theitiquéar cir-
cumstances, what their intentions were gettingttage if they
comingled their assets and how they handled fawiilga-
tions. That creates a lot of uncertainty for coapléhen they
separate.

There are no automatic statutory property rights te-
termine how assets should be distributed aftereti of the
relationship. It has to be worked out on a casedse basis.
Statutory property rights and enshrining a defamitof “com-
mon law” would be excellent additions to our famiggisla-
tion.

| want to speak for a moment about our existingslag
tion. These are only two of the recent legal andad@hanges
in the Yukon family structures and functioning. e can see,
attitudes toward marriage and family evolve overeti In some
cases, our legislation reflects those developmienthort or-
der. In others, the legislation and associatedajuies lag be-
hind. At this point, | would like to briefly reviewur existing
family, child and property laws so that we may ddesoppor-
tunities for updating and enhancing them.

The Family Property and Support Aoutlines the distribu-
tion of marital assets, including the family horaéter separa-
tion. It also includes support provisions betweponuses and
for children and outlines other personal contraadslts may
make among themselves, such as cohabitation agnéentiels
the primary legislation governing assets and incdregveen
separating spouses. Although marriage equalityetxésted in
the Yukon since 2004, the act maintains in-pladereaces to

from going to the home or otherwise contacting \tletim, or
their associates, in ways meant to alarm or anmbg. act in-
cludes emergency provisions to protect personattygadnd
property and includes enforcement measures to ertbem.
This legislation exists to prevent worst-case sgesaluring a
family breakdown.

Finally, theChild and Family Services Aoutlines support
programs for families, as well as the governmerdls in pro-
tecting children at risk. It places the best ins&seof the child
as the paramount consideration in applying the Boe best
interests of the child is based on a number obfactncluding
the child’s attachment to the family members, atigtiopeople
already in their life, the value of continuity angdducing dis-
ruptions in the child’s life and the importance dbildren of
ongoing positive relationships with their parentsl &xtended
family.

| believe this was the section that | was askediabeveral
times over the years by Yukoners regarding theipitigg of
including the issue of grandparents’ rights withlis type of
legislation. | think it's important to note that wur territory
right now, | believe, grandparents don't have meféal rights
or the first rights of opportunity to care for thgrandchildren.

Acting in the best interests of the child also liezgi
awareness of their culture and linguistic, religi@nd spiritual
heritage, and the act specifically recognizes theortance of
preserving cultural identity for Yukon First Natichildren.

I'd like to go over some of the research that ilane with
regard to the legislation in other jurisdictions.

Several jurisdictions have reviewed and/or upddtesr
family law in recent years. In Ontario, new legigla now

“husband and wife,” as opposed to the more accuratmakes it a criminal offence to breach a restrairondger. This

“spouses”. The support section’s definition of “gepe” — and
| quote: “includes either of a man and woman betwabom
an order of support has been made.”

This act also creates different, more stringentiregnents
for common laws seeking support. To obtain finainsigport
after the relationship ends, the applicant mustsdowithin
three months, which is stated in section 37. Wiiile judge
adjudicating the request uses the same criterissed for mar-
ried couples, the common-law person has less tinmake the
same request.

Our Children’s Actdeals specifically with legal issues in
relation to children, and its provisions are basadhe child’s
best interests. Again, I'd like to reiterate thaistwas the area
that caught my attention some year and a half agbl aeal-
ized that the scope of the issue and solving thees so as to
have the child’s best interests — the only concerrwhen it
comes into question is why | brought this motionhe floor of
the Legislature.

It includes determining parentage, custody, accass
guardianship of children. It also covers adoptidrth@ chil-
dren, and under what circumstances and in what wlaygren
may be taken into government custody for their gnotection.

The Family Violence Prevention A applied when there
has been or there is risk of violence within a fgmit allows
the victim to have residence in the family homegareless of

gives more protection for spouses and childrerhiedtening
situations and extends the eligibility for restmagorders to
common-law spouses of less than three years. dtralguires
non-parent child custody applicants to provide itkrlacare
plans for the child to ensure the child’'s matermhotional and
developmental needs are met.

The New Brunswick Justice minister recently pointed
that although the number of separations and digoinethe
province has increased significantly in the past fiecades,
the legal system hasn’'t yet been adequately refdrriidat
province completed a family law review in 2009. Amgoother
recommendations, the review argued for a less adsiat sys-
tem and easier access to alternative dispute téesolproc-
esses. The researchers advocated for more resdoreasdia-
tion services and the extension of alternative wspesolu-
tions to child protection matters.

Just a few weeks ago, Nova Scotia tabled legisiatio
modernize and improve their family laws. The pradth gov-
ernment is currently partway through a multi-yeagislative
review. The amendments currently being considerstlde
explicit provisions for prioritizing the best intsts of the child,
with specific inclusion of any violence within tii@mily. They
also act on recommendations from the Law Reform @ism
sion of Nova Scotia that make it easier for gramelipis to gain
access or custody of their grandchildren. As memban see,
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family law has been a topic of interest in jurisitios across
our country in recent years.

I will now focus my more detailed comments on the

changes made in Alberta and British Columbia. Thetiepro-
vide some exploration of where updates to Yukonilfataw
might be directed.

In Alberta, theFamily Law Actwas proclaimed in 2005,

having already engaged with the social serviceslegal sys-
tems.

The government had found that the adversarial a@mbro
common in family law was both contrary to the chéldfs best
interests and a significant drain on public resesrdVith more
than 40 percent of marriages ending before the aftfiver-
sary, fully one-quarter of all litigation in thequince was re-

and a number of amendments were made as recentily aslated to a family breakdown. The legislation nowpéasizes

2011. Before tabling that legislation, the governtreviewed
provincial family law in consultation with familyailv practitio-
ners, service delivery agents and, of course, ¢neml public.

Based on that consultation, the n&amily Law Actad-
dresses a range of issues, including the bestesttenf the
child, parenting orders to assist parents’ careteir children
after separation, and financial support for chidesnd former
legally married and common-law spouses.

The law also specifically recognizes the importamte
maintaining relationships with grandparents andeotheople
who might be important to the child and providesgesses for
ongoing contacts. Guardians are required by lawotperate
with each other on matters regarding the child enéhform
and consult with the other guardian. In addition tiese
changes, the Albertkamily Law Actis designed to create a
less adversarial system for settling family confliand these
legislative changes are supported by streamlinedt quroc-
esses.

When families engage legal counsel, that legal seluis
obligated to discuss with their clients differesoperative
conflict resolution avenues, and government supgamtices is
available to help resolve those disputes.

The courts can refer families to mediation or askips to
attend programs, such as for parenting after separdefore
they go to court.

Now, with regard to the British Columbia legislatie— in
my research, this is the high watermark in termspfresearch
in our country of Canada with regard to family lamvainly
because of the section that is of particular irstet@ me.

The Government of British Columbia recently imple-
mented sweeping changes to family law in that prowi |
would like to highlight changes in three key ardas: best in-
terests of the child; facilitating less adversaresolutions to
family law matters; and common-law issues. Therey tha
opportunities to learn from our neighbours’ recenprove-
ments when it comes to our own family law legisiati

In British Columbia, it says that the best intesest the
child are now the only consideration in parentiigpdtes. Be-
yond that, a new definition of family violence eixjily recog-
nizes that children are harmed by violence amoegathults in
their life, even if they themselves are not subgecthe vio-
lence.

The legislation also replaces restraining ordeth piotec-
tion orders, which are much stronger and can bereed under
the Criminal Code. Administrative procedures arerioved so
that knowledge of family violence is taken into aeot at all
decision-making points. This was instituted in m@s® to sev-
eral tragic cases involving a parent killing thefildren after

mediation and out-of-court resolutions and offeerepting
coordinators to resolve disputes before they ghiecourts.

As well, language was changed to more neutral ratian
adversarial terms. “Guardianship” replaced the wbeds-
tody”; and “parenting time” replaced “access”. Jeslghow
have a new tool — and this is interesting — forlitdgawith
high-conflict families in which the hostility is sbucting re-
solving the conflicts and is tying up the justigestem. In this
case, the court may actually appoint a lawyer digatly for
the child — | found that very interesting in theoPnce of
British Columbia — to focus the proceedings to ithmst in-
terests. The changes recognize the growing prevalest
common-law relationships. The law now includes fsions
for splitting assets and debts after two years affabitation,
with exemptions for inheritances and property ptiegathe
relationship. These legislative changes in BritShlumbia
came after extensive research and consultation. existing
Family Relations Actvas reviewed over five years, with more
than 500 groups and individuals consulted durireyglocess.
A discussion paper based on these findings theredeas di-
rection for legislative change.

In my concluding comments, it is too early to detiere
the full effects of these legislative changes iheotjurisdic-
tions. Some of them seem immediately positive, h@wel
think that all members here can agree on the presthimpor-
tance of the best interests of the child. Havingifia law that
encourages cooperative, rather than litigious regwls to fam-
ily breakdown is good for children and for the ofiteourt
system.

When the British Columbia government started tffiin-
ily law review, they didn't have the amendmentseatty
drafted; they did, however, recognize that socgetititudes
toward marriage, divorce, common-law and same-skation-
ships had changed considerably and that legisldi@snto keep
up with the realities and the priorities of todagtziety.

With regard to our Yukon review process, some & th
things that were successful in other jurisdictionsindertaking
a full review of these pieces of legislation — asalthat our
Yukon government could build on the work that haeaay
been done — are things like creating a discusseyep and
convening a working group made up of Yukon lawyéasjily
support services, child advocate representatiegsesentatives
from the Yukon Family Law branch, child counsella@sd,
obviously, parents and grandparents and guardims.is so
that they may develop a discussion paper and tasetpieces
of legislation that I'm discussing here today, dhd issues out
of those pieces of legislation, out to broader puidnsultation
and input and then forward recommendations to ther fof
this Assembly.
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In the Yukon we also live in a changing societyd anirge
all members to support this motion so that we aasuee our
family, child and property laws are up to date affdctive for
our families, children and communities. | thank yadudr.
Speaker, for allowing me to give my opening comraeoi
Motion No. 16 today.

Hon. Mr. Nixon: | appreciate the Member for Vuntut
Gwitchin bringing this motion forward, Motion No.61 His
motion reads:

THAT this House urges the Minister of Justice talem
take a full review of the territory’s family, childnd property
laws with a view to introducing amendments to teggslation
by the fall of 2013; and that the review addressisisues of:

(1) custody and access;

(2) property;

(3) spousal support;

(4) same-sex couples, and;

(5) the definition of a common-law relationship.

| want to begin by again thanking the member opgpdsir
bringing this motion forward. It does speak to adieg the
territory’s family, child and property laws. As tuslied this
motion and listened to his opening comments, | dskgself,
“What is it that the member opposite is trying tw@mplish?”
| appreciate the Member for Vuntut Gwitchin spegkto this
in his opening comments. It is helpful for me todarstand
where he’s going with this.

In my reply, | want to address the motion by adsires
the parts — the clauses that make up this motiatsd want to
mention that, in addition to the legislation, whishwhat the
motion speaks to, | think that we also need toaségw words
about the programs that the legislation enablékink that if
we’re going to talk about reviewing the legislatiome must
also address the programs created by the diffqrimtes of
legislation.

| want to outline how I'm going to respond to thmtion.
As | indicated a few moments ago, | want to additelsg look-
ing at the individual phrases and clauses thainaved.

| also want to speak to some of the broader isguassl|
think the member opposite is really attemptingrtgage.

Since it calls for the Minister of Justice to urtd&e a full
review of legislation, | think that it is helpfubif us to examine
what that legislation is, and what we are actudégling with.
In my comments that follow, | will put on the redoa partial
— and let me emphasize that point: a partial lishe legisla-
tion related to this subject matter.

The motion calls for us to address the territorfigmily
laws. | will provide a list of the laws relating thildren, and
will overview the laws addressing the protectioattive have
in place for children, including both the legistatiand the as-
sociated programming. | have already spoken inAksembly
about the Yukon’s property laws, which we are ia firocess
of modernizing. Instead of rehearsing that ares|l loverview
the relevant laws, especially tikamily Property and Support
Act, and note some of the areas, when this applies.

With respect to the call of the motion for any adients
to this legislation to be brought forward by thd & 2013, |

will share with this Assembly my thoughts about wdets the
government’s legislative priorities and the goveemt's legis-
lative agenda.

The motion speaks to custody and access. Bothetterdl
and territorial governments have legislation thaynapply,
depending on the nature of that relationship. | digcuss the
important role the courts play in this area. Wéyfubspect the
role of the courts.

I will outline the legislative regime for propertizet me
say at the outset that | am indebted to the manglknt publi-
cations available on the Justice Family Law InfatioraCentre
and the Yukon Public Legal Education Associatiorsites.

As | prepared for today's debate, | spent some tomne
these websites and I'm very, very impressed withghality of
work and the information available. I'd like to tilathose who
were involved in making that information availabl®ir.
Speaker.

Yukoners with general questions about child support
spousal support may find many of their questiorsnamed by
reading through the information on these websites.

Regarding same-sex couples, | will overview the rtblat
the Parliament of Canada and the Supreme Courtaofida
play in addressing this element of this particutention. | will
then reflect on laws concerning the definition afctenmon-law
relationship. | will also address what | think @@me of the
broader issues that this motion raises. | will alsscuss the
programming that comes forth from the legislatiord avhat
the challenges are that the legislation is addnigsdihat is my
road map for today’s debate.

This motion calls for us to conduct a full reviehegisla-
tion and then bring forward, by next fall, new amderents. |
guess my first concern with this motion is that prwént of this
motion is the Liberals attempting to set the gowaent’s legis-
lative agenda.

The Yukon Liberal Party presented their platformd an
Yukoners opted not to accept it. | want to explbra for a few
moments. Our government pledged that by workingetiogy
we could do better. We offered Yukoners a cleaionigor a
bright future, and we committed to moving forwaadjeéther.
Each of the parties in this Assembly put forwarelitiprospec-
tive platforms, and Yukoners selected and eledbedYukon
Party to form government once again.

As | reviewed our platform, we committed to imprahe
services offered to families engaged with the gessystem. |
did not see a commitment in our platform to reveavd amend
this legislation. While | appreciate the suggestidrom the
member opposite, Yukoners elected us to deliverptatform.
Support for our Yukon Party government continuegytow,
one Yukoner at a time.

The motion speaks to the territory’s family, chéldd pov-
erty laws. Several laws are relevant to this motibime laws
that | feel are relevant to this motion are @fdld and Family
Services Actthe Child and Youth Advocate At¢he Children’s
Law Act also known as th€hildren’s Act the Divorce Act
which is federal legislation; and tHeependants Relief Act
Also affected would be thducation Agtthe Family Property
and Support Actthe Family Violence Prevention Acthe
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Health Act; the Interjurisdictional Support Orders Actthe
International Child Abduction (Hague Convention)tAthe
Maintenance Enforcement Adhe Maintenance and Custody
Orders Enforcement Acthe Married Women’s Property Act
the Public Guardian and Trustee Acand theReciprocal En-
forcement of Maintenance Orders Act.

| draw members’ attention to the presence ofDinerce
Actin that list | just read. As | flagged, it is fadélegislation.

| think the motion fails to recognize the importaale the

the children and I'll begin with th€hild and Family Services
Act

The preamble states: “WHEREAS Canada is a signatory
the United NationsConvention on the Rights of the Child
every child is entitled to personal safety, healtld well-being;
children are dependent on their families for saéetgt guidance
and as a result, the well-being of children is poted by sup-
porting the integrity of families; every child’'s faly is a
unique and has value, integrity and dignity; memlmdrsociety

Divorce Actplays in the Yukon’s family law landscape. | could and communities share a responsibility to prombgeshealthy

name some more acts, including those that are édcum
young offenders or on the transfer of property sastiand

development and well-being of their children; ahis tact has
been developed through the combined efforts ofesntatives

Titles Act— both of those areas are captured under the wor@df the Government of Yukon and First Nations as|vesl

ing of this motion.
Before the member opposite rises and says thatahd

Titles Acthas nothing to do with the motion before us, let m

mention sections 4, 5 and 6. Sections 4 and 5 asdi@ower
and Curtesy.” Section 4 reads: “No widow whose hushdied
on or after January 1, 1887 is entitled to dowethim land of
her deceased husband but she has the same ritjlat ilmand as
if it were personal property.”

Section 5 addresses “Tenancy by the curtesy alealisht
states: “No husband whose wife died on or afteudgnl,
1887 is entitled to any estate by the curtesy aeddnd of his
deceased wife but he has the same right thereanwafe has in
the personal property of her deceased husband.”

It sure seems to me like that wording relates tilias
and property. Section 6 addresses married women aaRd
dresses registration when there is a change of nammaar-
riage. My goal here is to point out that we havenyanany
laws that speak to the various elements of thisanot do not
intend to discuss all of these acts, but | do wanmention a
few of them in some detail, as they lay out thedglines and
principles that guide how the legislation is apgliealso want
to point out that some of the items listed in thigtion overlap.
For example, when | talk about child support, | alsp going
to discuss spousal support.

Before | deal with the individual points of this tium, the
member opposite has shared with me his desiredressl this
subject because of his concern for protecting odildl want to
speak for a few minutes about the regime we haysaice that
indeed protects children.

In his opening comments in another context, the bem
opposite has spoken about his desire to move ;atéa be-
cause of his concerns with the child protectionimeghere in
Yukon. He noted that several pieces of legislaiddress dif-
ferent aspects of child protection. I'm concernédttsome
Yukoners, based on the information the member dpbss
put on the floor of this Assembly, may not necebsbe aware
of or understand how the government protects ahildor the
principles that guide our legislation. | would lite mention
some of the relevant legislation that speaks to KMakon chil-
dren are cared for and indeed protected. | thiskdibth appro-
priate and productive for us to spend a few minugdsing
about the laws concerning children here in Yukoatek I'll
discuss the property aspect, but right now | wantotus on

groups and organizations with an interest in thiare of chil-
dren.”

With respect to this motion, this act speaks diyet the
laws regarding children. Although | do not intermdgpend a
great deal of time addressing tkdild and Family Services
Act, | do mention it here because of the legislatiegime it
sets up, and it also lays out the principles thétle its imple-
mentation and administration.

“This Act shall be interpreted and administeredagtor-
dance with the following principles: (a) that thesbinterests of
the child shall be given paramount considerationmaking
decisions or taking any action under this Act;glwhild has the
right to be protected from harm or threat of hafn); knowl-
edge about family origins is important to the depehent of a
child's sense of identity; (d) the cultural identibf a child,
including a child who is a member of a First Natishould be
preserved; (e) family has the primary responsipifiir the
safety, health and well-being of a child; (f) aldHlourishes in
a stable, caring and long-term family environmég};the fam-
ily is the primary influence on the growth and depenent of a
child and as such should be supported to providehi® care,
nurturance and well-being of a child; (h) extendedily
members should be involved in supporting the healtifety,
and well-being of a child; (i) a child, a parendamembers of
their extended family should be involved in dedisinaking
processes regarding their circumstances; (j) Fistions
should be involved as early as practicable in detimaking
processes regarding a child who is a member oftirst Na-
tion; (k) the safety and well-being of a child isesponsibility
shared by citizens; and (I) prevention activities tegral to
the promotion of the safety, health and well-beshg child.”

Clearly, Mr. Speaker, this legislation speaks ® photec-
tion of children.

I would now like to talk about the child and youttvo-
cate legislation as this is directly relevant te ttliscussion
brought forward by the member opposite.

The guiding principles for th€hild and Youth Advocate
Act, read as follows: “This Act must be interpreted @tmin-
istered in accordance with the following principlés) the fam-
ily is the primary source of nurturance, suppord aclvocacy
for children and youth; (b) consistent and lovimgationships
enable children and youth to form attachments agkeldp
personal resiliency; (c) culture, traditions, vauend beliefs
play a vital role in strengthening the identity aediliency of a
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child and youth; (d) every child and youth has regths that
can be enhanced by those working in partnershilp thigm; (e)
relationships based on trust and respect enhareevith to

cooperate and resolve issues; (f) modeling a catiperand
respectful process for resolving issues providetdmem and

youth with an experience of how to resolve issues way that
fosters resolution and healing; (g) First Natioaséa respon-
sibility for children and youth who are memberstlodir First

Nation and a desire to be involved in processeardigg the
protection and realization of their members’ righatsd inter-
ests; (h) the dignity and diversity of children gmaith must be
respected; (i) children and youth are active pgudints in their
own development and have an evolving capacity tomfand

express their views; (j) the way a child or youdmenunicates
is not necessarily a reflection of their capaciyunderstand
and make decisions; (k) communication with a chitdyouth

must be respectful and appropriate to the skilisljitees and

developmental maturity of the child or youth; amd& child-

centred or youth-centred approach focuses on therests,
needs and rights of the child or youth and recagmithat a
child or a youth grows and develops as part ofnailfa a cul-

ture and a nation.”

Mr. Speaker, I'd like to talk about the elementtloé mo-
tion that speaks to custody and access. | wouldjestgthat
Yukoners who find themselves involved in family lamatters
consult theGuide to Family Lawdocument put out by the
Yukon’s Department of Justice. It's approximateyfages; so
it's a short read, and it's very, very, very helpfas | men-
tioned, the Government of Canada has its own boaidhel
webpage information on getting divorced.

The courts that deal with family law in the Yukore ahe
Supreme Court and the Territorial Court. Both deitth family
law matters. The Supreme Court has the authorityetr ap-
plications for child custody and access, child suppmnd
spousal support. Only the Supreme Court has theogtyt to
deal with divorce and the division of property.

The Territorial Court deals with child protectionatters
under theChildren’s Law Act This court also has limited au-
thority over family matters, including some mairdane and
support matters.

The Territorial Court does not deal with divorcesmody
or adoption. There are many legal issues to consitien two
people who were married or living common law canormer
live together. These issues include where childsdh live,
how they will make decisions about the children aogport
them financially, whether one spouse will need rizial sup-
port from the other spouse, and how property arfd a@ecumu-
lated during that relationship will be divided.

Lawyers refer to these issues as custody, accgssrental
responsibility, child support, spousal support atinsion of
property. There are different legal rules for medrispouses
and common-law spouses. For example, common-lawsgso
who want spousal support must make the requestnwitinee
months of separating.

Division of property rules is also different for mad and
common-law couples. While there are different riftasmar-
ried and common-law couples, | understand thatreltried

couples have the same rights and that all commwretaples
have the same rights. I'll come back to that paeihen | talk
about the fourth element of this motion.

However, before | move on, | want to state thatpbeo
choose the kind of relationship they are in. Soreepte, for
whatever reason, choose to marry, and some peoplehat-
ever reason, choose to live common law. My poirthé it is a
choice that people make. | think we need to thieky\carefully
before we begin changing the laws in this area.

Let me share with this Assembly some of the thingsare
doing to help Yukoners in the area of family lawe \Wave the
Yukon Guide to Family LawVe also have the Family Law
Information Centre.

We developed a family law website that can be foahd
www.yukonflic.ca | would like to mention that several guides
are available on the Justice department’s website/ell. For
those in the maintenance enforcement program, oP Mie
will have links to the maintenance collection todisct sheet
and a page on enforceable orders. For Yukonersgedga the
courts, we offer the guide call&kpresenting Yourself

The Family Law Information Centre, or FLIC, offettse
FLIC brochure on the web. We also have a coupldaof
sheets. One is entitlefliternatives to Courtand the other is
entitledPreparing an Affidavit

The website offers guides for the following areBeok 1
— Applying for an Initial Family OrderBook 2 —Opposing
an Initial Family Order Book 3 — Applying to Change a
Family Order Book 3 —Applying to Change a Family Order
Book 4 —Opposing an Application to Change a Family Or-
der, Book 5 entitledConsent Ordersand finally, theFamily
Law Resource Guide

I would like to continue to address the ways in akhihe
Government of Yukon responds to family law matteese in
Yukon.

We updated the 1995 Yukon Public Legal Education As
sociation’s publication entitle8plitting Up —a publication on
separation and divorce in the Yukon, of which thiedt edition
is now available. | highly recommend this book —ieth
available on-line as well — to those with questiah®ut fam-
ily law matters here in Yukon.

The Yukon Legal Services Society provides legal ssd
vices in respect of criminal, youth criminal jugtidamily and
civil matters.

I would like to mention overview of family law thébey
have in theSplitting Upbook.

Canada has two levels of government that can @ass |
dealing with family matters. Both the federal goweent in
Ottawa and the Yukon government in Whitehorse hzassed
laws covering the issues that come up when cowgdparate
and/or divorce.

The rules of law that apply to splitting up in takon are
found in three places: the Canadian legislatiorickvis passed
by the Parliament of Canada in Ottawa; the Yuka@islation,
passed by the Yukon Legislature in Whitehorse; cask law,
which is decisions made by judges in previous cakgain, |
highly recommend this book.
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| would like to talk about the Family Law Informati
Centre, which is, again, often referred to as FLI@e Family
Law Information Centre is a legal resource for safiag or
divorcing couples and families in transition. Itds office of
the Court Services branch of the Yukon Departmérdustice
that provides information on family law, issues amdirt pro-
cedures.

Services provided by the Family Law Information €en
are free to the public. Anyone who needs infornmatidoout
Yukon family law matters can use this centre, Ibus impor-
tant to understand and remember that the Family Infd@vrma-
tion Centre staff members do not take the placelafvyer.

| would like to remind Yukoners that one is respblesfor
one’s own case. The Family Law Information Censratiaffed
by neutral people who provide legal information attlica-
tional materials as a public service. Your commatimns with
the staff are indeed confidential, but staff mersbare avail-
able to help both parties. The Family Law InforroatiCentre
has two employees: a family justice projects officgho ad-
ministers federal funding under Justice Canada’pp8ting
Families initiative, and a Family Law Informatiorere ad-
ministrator, who provides free information on fayréw issues
and court procedures to members of the generaigubl

Established in 2007, the Family Law Information €en
encourages the parties to reach agreements radregbing to
court about issues such as establishing, changingarying
child support amounts and custody or access tdremil Fund-
ing in the amount of almost $207,000 for both posi and for
operating expenses can be recovered from Justinadaafol-
lowing its approval of funding, proposals and ygaeports.
This funding initiative is due to expire in the 2314 year. |
would like to thank Canada for its contributiontms area. |
am very grateful for the good working relationstfat we in-
deed have with Canada.

The Family Law Information Centre is a neutral ssgv
that can provide information to both parties toamily law
matter and, as | mentioned before, staff are niet twbprovide
legal advice about what course of action to take, they con-
sistently advise clients that they should seekatfgstance of a
lawyer about their family law issue.

The Family Law Information Centre sets up and ragyl
delivers court-mandated parent education programs fpro-
vide parents with legal information about separatemd di-
vorce, as well as information on the effects of ifgrbreak-
down on children. Clients can download the faméw linfor-
mation, including a series of Yukon child suppartit proce-
dure guides from the Family Law Information Cenarebsite,
or come to the Family Law Information Centre offioe fam-
ily law information from a variety of sources.

One of the major projects the Family Law Informatio
Centre is currently researching is the administeatiecalcula-
tion of child support amounts. Several Canadiarsgictions
have services that regularly recount the amouchid support
owed so that the parties do not have to apply éciburt to
vary child support amounts.

While we are speaking about child support, | warntnten-
tion the maintenance enforcement program. | spdkeitathe

legislation a few moments ago to emphasize thaegouent
has the ability to collect a considerable amounintdrmation
in its efforts to ensure that parents pay the sdppey owe. |
will come back to how the maintenance enforcemeogam
works in more detail in a few minutes. At this goihwant to
mention that the maintenance enforcement progranMEP,
enforces agreements or court orders requiring Stipmpey-
ments to a spouse or to a child.

The maintenance enforcement program can take $teps
enforce agreements or orders for support after treyfiled
with the court. Either parent can register with thaintenance
enforcement program. Registration with the maimeeraen-
forcement program does not guarantee payment, aes i
guarantee regularity of support payments. The raaarce
enforcement program takes all possible steps &gt collec-
tion of support payments set out in a court oraesed out in an
agreement. When the program collects money fronp#yeng
parent, that money is paid to the receiving par@ut. mainte-
nance enforcement program has considerable powersuld
like to mention the section on enforcement infoiorat— 6(1):
“For the purposes of enforcing a maintenance diusris filed
in the office of the director under this Act or aftaining in-
formation for a person performing a similar funotio another
jurisdiction, and despite the Access to Informatéonm Protec-
tion of Privacy Act, the director may require angrgon, in-
cluding the Government of Yukon, to provide to tiesctor
information about: (a) the wages, salary or otleenuneration;
(b) sources of income; (c) the assets or liabgjtigl) the finan-
cial status; (e) copies of income tax returnsth@ social insur-
ance number (SIN); (g) changes in circumstancesiwaifect
the amount of maintenance to be paid under therotdethe
location, address, and place of employment; (i) ldwation,
address, and place of residence; and, (j) thehele number
of the respondent, the respondent’s spouse, onmaamurce of
the respondent that is within the knowledge ofsloown on a
record in the possession or control of, the pefson.

Madam Deputy Speaker, that’s quite the list andpoiyt
here is that the government has at its disposaksgry pow-
erful tools when it comes to addressing suppouedssRelated
to this is another important piece of legislatiailed theRe-
ciprocal Enforcement of Maintenance Orders.Act

You've probably asked yourself what Yukon’s mainte-
nance enforcement program does? The maintenancecenf
ment program offers a conflict-free mechanism fankdh
families to meet their child and spousal suppotigations.
The maintenance enforcement program has colledredsa
$1.6 million for spouses and children as of theifm@gg of
March during the 2011-12 fiscal year.

More than 77 percent of these funds were collebteh
Yukon residents. In fact, 564 children are currebiing sup-
ported through the maintenance enforcement programve
been asked a few times since | have been appdifitadter of
Justice if the maintenance enforcement progranudsessful.
In fact, the maintenance enforcement program delteéunds
on 88 percent of active files during the 2010-14cdl year.
Almost 59 percent of Yukon registered payers in phagram
are in full compliance with their maintenance osdéihe main-



May 9, 2012

HANSARD

1165

tenance enforcement program disbursed more thamiidn
to Yukon families in 2010-11, and $1.6 million, efthe be-
ginning of March 2011-12.

Folks are probably wondering how much the goverrtmen

has spent on the maintenance enforcement prograra 2D07.
Operating and maintenance costs for the progranthimpast
number of years has been as follows: In the 2008i€%l

year, the cost for the program was $349,812. Tl fwo the
program in the 2009-10 fiscal year was $279,49% @tst of
operation and maintenance for the program for tb20211

fiscal year was $330,943. The operation and maantes costs
for the program for the 2011-12 fiscal year was 45308.

Madam Deputy Speaker, that's of March 2, 2012.

ing, parenting abilities, the parents’ mental, ptgsand emo-
tional health, the parents’ and the child’s scheslulsupport
systems, sibling issues, and the child’s wishes.

Clearly the legislation takes a great deal of igéiin the
children and works to ensure their needs are asedesand
their views are considered as the parents workutiirca di-
vorce.

This motion speaks to custody and access. Sometimes
can be a very contentious area. Unfortunately, wtaurples
part ways, sometimes the children are caught inmfdzlle. |
want to talk for a few minutes about the legislatithhat ad-
dresses custody and access.

Yukon has signed on to theternational Child Abduction

The maintenance enforcement program offers suppoAct Let me share with this Assembly what that meatese’s

payment services through a number of means, inajudin
interactive voice system and an online query sysfEme pro-
gram accepts registrations from either party inamify law
matter. Approximately 40 percent of the money reegiis
paid voluntarily. Almost 550 families are supporthtbugh the
maintenance enforcement program.

Many more families are benefiting from the colleatiof
child support arrears. Of those 550 families, 3¥®lve claim-
ants who live in Yukon, and 299 of those are cehineWhite-
horse. Historically, four percent of claimants hdeen male.
The maintenance enforcement program participatesiional
and international discussions to deal with outstamdssues,
such as cross-border enforcement, age of majodligypand
family law questions.

| believe that we have an effective program in plaxad-
dress family law matters. Custody and access isaries fre-
quently during separation and divorce. | would atede that
section 16 of the federal legislation, tha/orce Act addresses
custody orders. Section 16(1) states: “A court ompetent
jurisdiction may, on application by either both spes or by
any other person, make an order respecting thedysif or
the access to, or the custody of and access topraaif chil-
dren of the marriage.

I will skip down to section 5: “Unless the courtders
otherwise, a spouse who is granted access to d ohithe
marriage has the right to make inquiries, and togben
information, as to the health, education and welfaf the
child.”

In his comments, the member opposite spoke aloolt |
ing after the needs of children. Madam Deputy Speathe

what the convention says that we have committed“Toe

states signatory to the present Convention; firadyvinced
that the interests of children are of paramountartgnce in
matters relating to their custody; desiring to pobtchildren
internationally from the harmful effects of theiramgful re-

moval or retention into established procedures risuee the
prompt return to the state of their habitual resade as well as
to secure protection for rights of access; and hagelved to
conclude a Convention to this effect, and haveejrgpon the
following provisions...” and the first article stat¢She ob-

jects of the present Convention are to: (a) to iethe prompt
return of children wrongfully removed to or retaine any
Contracting State; and (b) to ensure that rightsustody and
of access under the law of one Contracting StateHectively
respected in the other Contracting States.”

The second article says: “Contracting States shi# all
appropriate measures to secure within their tereisothe im-
plementation of the objects of the Convention,” dfa this
purpose they shall use the most expeditious proesdavail-
able.”

I would like to say just a few words of explanation

Now according to the act, the word “convention” mea
the Hague convention of 25 October 1980 on the Civijesss
of International Child Abductiarset out in the schedule to this
act. Section “2(1) On, from and after February 989, except
for the reservation described in subsection (2, dbnvention
is in force in the Yukon and the provisions theraoé law in
the Yukon.”

I would like to share with this House what tHague con-
vention of 25 October 1980 on the Civil Aspectdntérna-

Divorce Actspeaks to how children are to be cared for. | antional Child Abductionis. Often just called thelague Abduc-

going to mention some detail here that | found ireey helpful
on-line booklet put out by the Government of Canadadi-
vorce. That on-line booklet is callddivorce Law: Questions
and Answers.

The divorce law sets out some basic principles dhjatige
must use when making decisions about children. & lpogci-
ples are as follows: the best interests of thedodil come first
and the children should have as much contact asilppeswvith
both parents so long as this is in the child’s lrstrest. When
deciding on the best interests of the child, tragaiwill take
into account a number of factors, including camarsgements
before the separation, the parent-child relatigngmd bond-

tion Conventionthis is a multilateral treaty developed by the
Hague Conference on Private International Law tiravides
an expeditious method to return a child internatityn ab-
ducted from one member nation to another.

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

Quorum count
Deputy Speaker:
point of order.
Ms. Moorcroft: | believe that pursuant to Standing
Order 3(2), we fail to have quorum in the LegislatAssembly
at present. While I'm interested to hear the mérsspeak —

Member for Copperbelt South, on a



1166

HANSARD

May 9, 2012

Deputy Speaker:
bells for four minutes, and then we’ll do a count.

Bells

Speaker:
will do a count. There are now 13 members pregeigLiorum
is present. We'll continue with debate.

Hon. Mr. Nixon:
that all of our Yukon Party members are presenttaati only
one NDP and one —

Speaker’s statement

Speaker:
the attendance or non-attendance of the membaerstibusi-
ness to be brought forward. Members must keep ttain-
ments to the question under debate, please. Théstilinof
Justice has the floor.

Hon. Mr. Nixon:
subsection 1 — from and after February 1, 1985¢gixtor the
reservation described in subsection 2, the conwernigiin force
in the Yukon and the provisions thereof are lawthim Yukon.

| would like to share with this House that tHague Con-
vention on the Civil Aspects of International Chiidiductionis
what it is. Often just called the “Hague abductammvention”,
this is a multi-lateral treaty developed by the HadConfer-
ence on Private International Law that providesgpeditious
method to return a child internationally abductednf one
member nation to another.

Proceedings on the convention concluded on Oct@aber
1980, and the convention entered into force ambegstgna-
tory nations on December 1, 1983. The conventios dvafted
to ensure the prompt return of children who havenbab-
ducted from their country of habitual residencenmongfully
retained in a contracting state not their counfrigabitual resi-
dence. The primary intention of the conventionaspteserve
whatever status quo child custody arrangementseekisnme-
diately before an alleged wrongful removal or rétem
thereby deterring a parent from crossing intermaidoounda-
ries in search of a more sympathetic court. Theseotion ap-
plies only to children under the age of 16.

| would like to share with this Assembly what tmagans
for Yukon children and their parents. The convemfiwovides
that: “The removal or the retention of a child éshde consid-
ered wrongful where (a) it is in breach of righfscastody at-
tributed to a person, an institution or any othedyy either
jointly or alone, under the law of the State in @hihe child
was habitually resident immediately before the reahmr re-
tention; and (b) at the time of removal or retemtibose rights
were actually exercised, either jointly or alonewmuld have
been so exercised but for the removal or retenfibie. rights of
custody mentioned in subparagraph (a) above, mesg an
particular by operation of law or by reason of digial or ad-
ministrative decision or by reason of an agreerhertng legal
effect under the law of the country of habituaideace.”

Thank you. I'm going to ring the

As | was mentioning, section 2

From the convention’s standpoint, the removal ahdd
by one of the joint holders without the consentr@ other is
wrongful. This wrongfulness derives in this partasucase, not
from some action and breach of a particular law, fltam the
fact that such action has disregarded the righteebther par-

Order please. | have shut the bells off and lent which are also protected by law and has intedfevith the

normal exercise.
Mr. Speaker, the motion speaks to property lawsouild
now like to talk about how the Yukon addressesdhusatters

In this debate, | am happy to seethrough legislation like th&amily Property and Support Act

The purpose of this act as laid out in section tigsecognize
that “(a) that child care, household management farzhcial
provision are the joint responsibilities of the spes; and (b)
that inherent in the material relationship thera igint contri-

Order please. | will remind the member thatbution, whether financial or otherwise, by the sEsito the

assumption of these responsibilities and to redtifig defi-
ciency by entitling each spouse to an equal dixigb family
assets on marriage breakdown subject to the edpiitaimsid-
erations set out in sections 13 and 14.”

This can apply even though the spouses enteredtheto

' marriage before this act comes into force and ¢kengh the

property in issue, or the family home, was acqulyetbre this
act comes into force, or a proceeding to determiglets as
between the spouses in respect of property or dyfdrome
has been commenced or adjudicated before thisoastg into
force.

I would also like to refer to family assets. Sectid ad-
dresses family assets: “In this Part, ‘family asseteans a
family home as determined under Part 2 and promavtyed by
one spouse or both spouses and ordinarily usedjoyedl by
both spouses or one or more of their children wifiespouses
are residing together for shelter or transportatanfor house-
hold, educational, recreational, social, or aegthptirposes,
and includes (a) money in an account with a chedtdrank,
savings office, or trust company if the accountiginarily
used for shelter or transportation or for househethlicational,
recreational, social, or aesthetic purposes; (p)aperty owned
by a corporation, partnership, or trustee would,tifwere
owned by a spouse, be a family asset, shares icotip@ration
or an interest in the partnership or trust ownedhsy spouse
having a market value equal to the value of theefiethe
spouse has in respect of the property; (c) propmrgy which a
spouse has, either a loan or in conjunction witbtlaer person,
a power of appointment exercisable in favour ofrikelves, if
the property would be a family asset if it were edrby the
spouse; and (d) property disposed of by a spouseotwer
which the spouse has, either alone or in conjunctith an-
other person, a power to revoke the dispositioa power to
consume, invoke or dispose of the property, if pheperty
would be a family asset if it were owned by theusm (e) if
the spouse’s rights under a pension plan have dieste
spouse’s interest in the plan, including contribngi made to
the plan by other persons; (f) the spouse’s rightsontribu-
tions to a pension plan in which the spouse’s sigidve not
vested, and the spouse’s rights to money in aeraént, sav-
ings, or investment plan but does not include prypdat the
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spouses have agreed by a marriage contract or asigpar
agreement is not to be included in the family as%et

I would now like to turn my attention to the paft the
member opposite’s motion that speaks to spousgbastipl
want to talk about the Canadian legislation thatresses that
issue. That legislation is tHgivorce Actif the couple is mar-
ried and thé-amily Property and Support Aidtthe couple is in
a common-law relationship in Yukon.

| want to look at section 15 of ttigivorce Actas that deals
with how we support children and spouses. Sectlb tleals
with “Child Support Orders,” and section 15.1 (&) €ourt of
competent jurisdiction may, on application by eitloe both
spouses, make an order requiring a spouse to papdosup-
port of any or all children of the marriage.”

Section 15.2 addresses spousal support orders.

15.2(1) “A court of competent jurisdiction may, on
application by either or both spouses, make anrostpiiring a
spouse to secure or pay, or to secure and pay,lsoghsum or
periodic sums, or such lump sum and periodic suassthe
court thinks reasonable for the support of the tipeuse.”

I would like to skip down to section 15.2(6) “Andar
made under subsection (1) or an interim order usdbsection

The word “support’ includes support, maintenanoe,
alimony payable for a claimant or for the childeo€laimant or
for both.”

A “reciprocating jurisdiction' means a jurisdictiode-
clared in the regulations made under subsectiofh)48(be a
reciprocating jurisdiction.”

Locally, nationally and internationally, governmemiace
a high priority on addressing the needs and prioigthe rights
of children. Let me just mention some of the juicidns with
which we have reciprocal agreements, as | wanhtavshow
our system works, even if members of the familyolmed mi-
grate to other regions.

For example, in Canada, we have reciprocals witieA&,
British Columbia, Manitoba, New Brunswick, Newfouizld
and Labrador, Northwest Territories, Nova Scotiajinalut,
Ontario, Prince Edward Island, Quebec and SaskatheWe
also have reciprocals with the United States, ulicly the 50
states, District of Columbia, Guam, Puerto Rico #@relUnited
States Virgin Islands.

I'd like to now mention some examples of the other
gions of the world, with which we have reciprocaisy goal
here is to show that Yukon is truly part of a gllobgstem.

(2) that provides for the support of a spouse shoulHere is a list of the reciprocal jurisdictions: Africa, Zim-

(a) recognize any economic advantages or disadyesit® the
spouses arising from the marriage or
(b) apportion between the spouses any financiategpmences
arising from the care of any child of the marriameer and
above any obligation for the support of any chilfl tbe

marriage; (c) relieve any economic hardship of #peuses
arising from the breakdown of the marriage; and,oader

made under the subsetion (1) or an interim ordeleuf2) that
provides for the support of a spouse should: (Hadnfar as
practicable, promote the economic self-sufficieray each
spouse within a reasonable period of time.”

Directly relevant to this discussion before us totasec-
tion 15.3, which, Mr. Speaker, speaks to the pyagiven to
child support.

“15.3 (1) Where a court is considering an applaratior a
child support order and an application for a spbssg@port
order, the court shall give priority to child suppim determin-
ing the applications.”

babwe; in Asia, Singapore; in Australia and PolysmeAustra-

its breakdownlja, Fiji, the Cook Islands — I'll just note thato@k Islands, as

well as the United Kingdom and the Isle of Man ttfiacome

to in a moment, were added by the OIC 2007-176 shatvs
that we are continuously working on ensuring oureaments
are up to date.

In Central America and West Indies, Cayman Islarials;
Europe, Austria, Czech Republic, Germany, Isle anivJer-
sey, Poland, United Kingdom; in the South Pacifiew Zea-
land.

I hope | have demonstrated that our legislatiomait of an
international response that aims to ensure suppoers are
enforced regardless of where the parents involveg flive.
While there may be countries without reciprocaleagnents, |
think the list of countries with them is impressive

Moving forward, | would like to mention same-sexueo
ples. With respect to same-sex couples, both Paelidand the
Supreme Court have addressed this matter.Ciié Marriage

The member opposite spoke about common-law relationAct was introduced by Prime Minister Paul Martin’s éibl

ships. | am not clear if he understands how théslkipn
works with respect to support. As part of my replyyant to
talk about thelnterjurisdictional Support Orders ActThis
deals with enforcing judgments involving suppodens, and it
speaks to both in-territory and out-of-territorytusitions. |
won't go into the details here. People can reachtitdor them-
selves, but | do want to mention how this act asske the
items outlined in the member opposite’s motion.

A “support order means a court order or an ordederiay
an administrative body requiring the payment ofpurp and
includes the provisions of a written agreement irgog the
payment of support if those provisions are enfdieén the
jurisdiction in which the agreement was made abefy were
contained in an order of court in that jurisdiction

government in the Canadian House of Commons onugepr
1, 2005 as Bill C-38.

It was passed by the House of Commons on June(28, 2
and by the Senate on July 19, 2005. It receivedlragsent the
following day.

To back up a little bit, in 2003, the Liberal gowerent re-
ferred a draft bill on same-sex marriage to ther&ug Court
of Canada, essentially asking it to review the’sitlonstitu-
tionality before it is introduced. | would like tmention the
federal government’s Department of Justice facesloa this
decision on www.justice.gc.ca/eng/news-nouv/fs-
fi/2004/doc_31342.html

Mr. Speaker, the Supreme Court of Canada rendésed i
decision on December 9, 2004, in the marriage eafs.




1168

HANSARD

May 9, 2012

The court ruled section 1 of the government's psggb
legislation extending civil marriage to same-seyptes is con-
stitutional and that its very purpose flows frore tbharter. The
Charter protects religious officials from being quefied to
perform marriages between two persons of the saxé & is
contrary to their religious beliefs. Section 2 bktproposed
legislation on the protection of religious freedogues beyond
federal jurisdiction into matters that are provaigurisdiction.
Religious freedom is already protected by the Gmatbut if
additional protections are desired, they would h@vbe done
by the provinces and the territories. The courtlided to an-
swer the question on whether the opposite sex regeint for
marriage is constitutional, as they felt it was ecgssary in
light of the unique combination of factors at pl&®arliament
and the Supreme Court have spoken.

| now want to address the issue of married and comm
law couples. In 1998, the NDP passed, but did motlaim,
the sections relating to the division of properfihey pro-
claimed other parts of the act, but not these dnesuld sug-

to speak to a segment of family law that addretisegerrible
problem of spousal and intimate partner abuse.nh&tspeak
about the=amily Violence Prevention Aowvhich addresses this
matter.

The preamble to this act reads as follows: “Recsiggi
that family violence continues to be a serious f[gwbin the
Yukon; recognising also that one difficulty victino$ family
violence face is that the abuser often forces thtm leave
their own home to escape the abuse; recognissuogthit there
must be effective legal procedures that victimdamhily vio-
lence can easily use to get immediate help anef febm the
abuse.”

This act is set up to help those Yukoners dealiitly fam-
ily violence. | want to mention the definitions sea of this act
as it speaks directly to the kinds of relationshipsolved. “In
this Act, ‘cohabitants’ means (a) persons who hessded
together or who are residing together in a fameélgtionship,
spousal relationship, or intimate relationship, (by persons
who are the parents of one or more children, rdgssf their

gest the member opposite ask the Member for Copfierb marital status or whether they have lived togetitemny time.”

South, who was the Minister of Justice at that tinvAy she
did not proclaim these sections. The legislatioguestion was
passed but not proclaimed by the NDP in 1998. TBé Mot
around to proclaiming other parts, but as | memtibmot these
ones. I'm not here to question what the NDP weirgkthg. For
me, the real question is if any Yukoners’ rightvéactually
been compromised. I'm advised that all married tesipn
Yukon are indeed treated the same. | am also ativiss all
common-law couples in Yukon are indeed treatedstme. If
any Yukoner feels that his or her rights are insgjoa, he or
she may seek remedy through the courts.

Legally married couples in Yukon, whether the parsn
are opposite or same-sex, enjoy the same rightpmntections
in terms of spousal support and the division ofifamssets. In
July 2004, the Supreme Court of Canada ruled tlaaidard to
all of Canada.

With respect to common-law couples, in 2002 therSwe
Court of Canada in the casebva Scotia vs. Walstlecided
that the exclusion of unmarried co-habilitating opipe sex
couples from the definition of “spouse” in matrini@nprop-
erty legislation was not discriminatory with the anéng of
section 15(1) of th€anadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms
The court said that there is no discriminatory demif the
benefit in this case, because they opted for a camlaw rela-
tionship instead of a marriage and because those dehnot
marry are free to take steps to deal with theipprty in such a
way as to create an equal partnership between them.

In other words, Mr. Speaker, people choose the &inme-
lationship they want to be in. Being married hadaie rights
and responsibilities, and living in a common-lavatienship
has certain rights and responsibilities. Yukoners fiee to
choose the kind of relationship that they want édirh In sec-
tion 37 of theFamily Property and Support Accommon-law
couples can apply for a support order during ohiwitthree
months after their relationship has ended.

| am going to discuss our response to domesticenas
next. While many couples enjoy violence-free livedp want

The legislation clearly identifies this area as timst mer-
its the government’s engagement. | want to mensiome of
the programs developed to respond to this legigatiitiative.
This now brings me to our response to the terrisofgmily
laws with respect to domestic violence. As parthafVictims
of Crime Actand the associated strategy, we folded into the ac
a bill of rights for victims. This includes the higto have
needs, concerns and diversity considered. | wapeat all of
section 7, but | do want to flag section 2, (a) &by which
reads as follows: “Programs and services for vistare, where
reasonably possible, to take into account, (a) dHering
needs and circumstances of women and of men” d)dgén-
der inclusive analysis relating to offences andiwvis”.

Now, our government is deeply concerned about nise
against women. The statistics, as many in this ise know,
are sobering. Statistics Canada reports that @tesolence
against women in the north far exceed the natiavarage.
Rates of spousal violence and spousal homicideaksie sig-
nificantly higher for aboriginal women than non-algmal
women. Aboriginal women experience spousal violeata
rate that is three times higher than that for nloorginal
women.

Our Victims of Crime Strategwas developed by Justice
and the Women'’s Directorate in collaboration witinsNa-
tions and community agencies in order to enhanceesponse
to the needs of victims, families, and communiti&¥e have set
up an advisory committee to assist with the impletaigon of
the strategy workplan. This committee has represgees from
community groups, First Nations, women’s group$eotjus-
tice organizations and the RCMP. This group has se&tn
times since August of 2009.

The Yukon will continue to work with the implemetitan
advisory committee to roll out théictims of Crime Strategy
This government has committed a total of just dve5s mil-
lion to support the implementation of théctims of Crime
Strategy Mr. Speaker, $817,352 of this figure was alloddte
the Department of Justice projects and the remainds to
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support the Women’s Directorate programs. I'd like talk
about how this is addressing the family law mattadressed
in this motion.

We have provided annual funding of $170,784 to supp
two additional victim services workers to improwa @bility to
respond to victims in all rural communities. Yukaoifiers many
services through the Victim Services unit. | jusinivto men-
tion the ones that relate to the family. Theseudel assistance
in the court process by supporting applicationspieace bonds
and emergency intervention orders under Faenily Violence

providers focused on developing consistent, tinaely effec-
tive responses to victims of sexualized assautis. dommittee
is currently discussing training needs and waybetier com-
municate with the public about sexualized assault.

This work is closely related to the work being tdrout
and the response toSharing Common Grounceport recom-
mendation to develop a framework to address domesb-
lence and sexualized assault.

The Women'’s Directorate is working with the Yukobd\
riginal Women’s Council, the Whitehorse Aborigivilomen’s

Prevention Aciand support for victims whose partners are in-Circle and the Liard Aboriginal Women’s Society onple-

volved with the Domestic Violence Treatment Opt{©ourt in
Whitehorse and Watson Lake and/or the CommunitylVgss
Court here in Whitehorse.

A victims of crime emergency fund has also beembest
lished to address costs of being victimized thathoa be cov-
ered by any other source. Funding for the emergémag is
being provided by the Policy Centre for Victim lssuwith
over $35,000 in the 2011-12 fiscal year and $76,423he
2012-13 fiscal year, and by the crime preventiod &ittim
services trust fund, $45,000.

mentation of the aboriginal women'’s role model ppmject.

The Women'’s Directorate has also obtained suppadrht
plement an aboriginal women’s project implementatidficer
position, which | understand has now been staffed.

Another key element is enforcement. Our governnbent
lieves that it is critical that the justice systeesponds to do-
mestic violence matters effectively, and we corgino be
committed to working with all partners to developys to both
respond to and to prevent domestic violence.

In my capacity as Minister of Justice, every yeaet pri-

Another component of the victims of crime emergencyorities for policing in the territory and communieahose to

fund is the emergency cellphone campaign. Emergeetly
phones are provided to address safety concernsresul of
victimization. Since April 2011, approximately 58gnes have
been provided. | want to particularly thank LateuwVireless
and Steve McAvoy for their generous support of grisgram.
This is an excellent example of community and gorent
collaboration.

Victim Services workers travel to the rural comnties
for court circuits and additionally, to meet witheats, attend
meetings, and other events in all communities angdrovide
information and support. In addition, the Departtr@nJustice
also funds the support variation assistance progtah pro-
vides assistance to persons who need to havedingjrort or-
ders varied. The Department of Justice also fuhdsntainte-
nance enforcement program, which helps to colladd and
spousal support, and it also funds Legal Aid tovjgle lawyers
for parents involved in child protection mattersl grermanent
custody applications.

It also funds the Law Line, which takes over 2,@@0lls
per year, of which more than one-third are famdw lques-
tions. The Department of Justice also funds FoiSiee of the
Children parenting program.

Addressing violence against women is a complex|prop
is especially prevalent in the north, and requéesulti-faceted
response. This response includes initiatives iratleas of pub-
lic education; services to women, victims and ecgarent. A
number of programs have been laid out: $50,000&a kas
been committed for the Department of Justice tqoettpfur-
ther public education, and $181,000 has been pedvtd the
Women'’s Directorate for public education. Victim r8ees
redeveloped its brochure and is conducting a pudiiecation
campaign about theictims of Crime Acand the bill of rights.

Victim Services continues to support the Yukon Séxu
Assault Response Committee, or SARC, which conefstep-
resentatives from government and community-basedicge

the RMCP’s M Division. A common thread in thoseopities

has been to work to increase the communicationtlaaaoor-

dination of services to victims of crime. The RCMBs been
responsive to this priority, and we continue tocdss ways of
improving our levels of service to victims of crimean assure
members that the RCMP views domestic violence \seny-

ously and continues to work in collaboration witlamg others
toward providing a safe environment for familieshi® both

men and women report experiencing violence in imahips,

research shows that indeed women are more likelxperi-

ence serious physical injuries and that women arehnmore

likely to fear for their lives and experience ematl conse-
guences of abuse.

The RMCP has both national and divisional polidies
garding violence in relationships. As part of theI&° basic
training at Depot, members receive training on howespond
effectively to domestic violence.

| am very pleased to say that | will be touring Defor
two days in July, and | will be looking forward #ovariety of
different classes and approaches to not only pgi@nd re-
sponding effectively to domestic violence, but tdiging in the
north in general.

This specialized training continues once they ariat M
Division, with more focused training in areas suah the
Yukon Family Violence Prevention Acin addition, there is
ongoing and regular in-service training. Theredsaation and
communication between Justice staff and front-IREMP
members regarding domestic violence, victimizaton ways
of responding to situations where there is a higk of vio-
lence.

The RCMP also participates in the Domestic Violence

Treatment Option Court steering committee, andGbenmu-
nity Wellness Court steering committee. Since #ngew, we
have confirmed that M Division has a policy diragtipolice
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officers to use a primary aggressor assessmerdasascwhere
dual assaults have been alleged.

M Division has strengthened its policy directiondais
working to improve the tools available to assistfrline offi-
cers to conduct these assessments.

domestic violence. The Domestic Violence Treatnf@ption
Court is indeed a therapeutic court that suppdfenders and
the victims to make the necessary changes in likes so that
they lower the risk to reoffend. The Domestic Viate Treat-
ment Option Court operates in Whitehorse and Watsake.

Community members raised domestic violence matter¥ictim Services staff participate in the monitoring safety

during the review. Our government is respondinght® rec-

with respect to victims in both the Domestic ViatenTreat-

ommendations inSharing Common Ground — Review ofment Option Court and the Community Wellness Colihe

Yukon’s Police Force — Final Repofthis report calls for the
creation of an inter-agency working group includiegresen-
tatives from First Nations, women’'s organizatioasd the
Public Prosecutions office to develop a comprehengiame-
work for responding to domestic violence and sexedl as-
sault.

Another area of focus in théictims of Crime Strategis
the development of new legislation. In May of 20fts gov-
ernment passed théctims of Crime ActTheVictims of Crime
Act regulations were also drafted after consultatiath Wwey
stakeholders. The act and regulations were proeldiom April
8, 2011. Work is underway with key partners, inahgdthe
RMCP and the Public Prosecution Service of Cantdéylly
implement the Victims’ Bill of Rights enshrined this act. As
mentioned, an extensive public education and inébion
campaign has been developed to ensure that Yukarers
aware of this new legislation.

I'd like to talk for a few minutes about théictims of
Crime Act.The rights set out in this act state that at aljes of
the justice system, consideration should be gieethé needs
and concerns of victims of crime and that they &hdue
treated with courtesy, compassion and respecthaxd access
to appropriate protection. Théctims of Crime Acand regula-
tions support programs and the services to becoare nlient-
focused as they are able to take into account #redey-
inclusive analysis and also the cultural diversifyYukon's
people and the specific needs of groups of indadslusuch as
those with cognitive impairments or mental illne$ke direc-
tor of Victim Services is given duties that includnitoring
how rights are being observed, considering victikm\cerns
in new and existing programs and conducting refeano
victims’ issues.

| am very pleased to advise that we have addedddin a
tional $85,000 per year to provide training for pleowho
work with victims. We are also providing fundingdbigh the
crime prevention and victim services trust fund fmveral
other victim-related projects, including a projdor young
women in Ross River, an equine therapy project iat3oh
Lake, an aboriginal women’s advocate, communityetasup-
port programs and the victims of crime emergengydfulrhe
trust fund supports projects that are intended tand I'm be-
ing selective in my list here — prevent violencaiagt women
and children, provide, publicize and promote infation on
crime prevention, protection from victimizationetmeeds of
victims and services offered to victims.

| now want to talk about the important piece of thev-
ernment’s response to one of the causes of brealglowrela-
tionships. Mr. Speaker, our goal is to help farsilgtay to-
gether. One response is to focus on a therapesgjmonse to

Domestic Violence Treatment Option Court, or DVT@Was
created as a response to the high rates of domastince, a
significant First Nation population that felt victized by the
formal justice system, whose culture and valuesevparhaps
inconsistent with their own, and a perception tedtively few
victims actually reported domestic assaults toptblece.

When domestic assaults were reported, a high ptiopor
of cases were stayed or withdrawn because the cimapit
was unwilling to testify; or if she did, she chaddeer evidence
in order to help out the accused. There was a dpial con-
sensus that the formal justice system — being advied, pu-
nitive, and offender focused — was not reducingitioédents
of violence in part because the formal justice exystvas not
meeting the needs of the victims.

Typical criminal justice interventions appearechave lit-
tle impact on repeat offending. The DVTO Court,tba other
hand, operates on a different premise. It is aathutic alterna-
tive that helps motivate offenders to take respalitsi for their
violent behaviour early in the justice system pges¢eand to
understand and perhaps unlearn this behaviourhétsame
time, it uses the authority of judges to monitar behaviour of
offenders in order to maximize the safety of vidim

The Yukon DVTO is premised on the belief that many
more victims would be prepared to participate irgminal
court-based process that offers a therapeuticnies#t alterna-
tive to offenders or that requires the offendeattnowledge
responsibility by entering an early guilty plea. be effective,
this alternative must at the same time hold thenafér ac-
countable in a meaningful way and must not compsenthe
safety of the complainant.

The Yukon DVTO provides an alternative procedure fo
dealing with domestic violence offenders in crinhicaurt. It
does not divert offenders away from criminal cotlid.the con-
trary, its objective is to bring more offendersairthe justice
system. It offers an alternative based on prinsiletherapeu-
tics to encourage offenders to accept responsilfdit their
actions at the very early stage of the proceedings.

More victims are encouraged to disclose their mita-
tion, knowing that their partners can opt for caaliisg and
programming under court supervision and thus lgghédi for a
community-based sentence. The DVTO Court has daljzed
caseload and is handled by dedicated judges ang&egers
such as Victim Services workers, treatment progoansonnel,
police, Crown attorneys, defence counsel and sowé&kers.

The goals of this court are as follows: encourageendis-
closure of domestic violence; provide for earlyemvention,
provide a non-adversarial, therapeutic, court-baatatnative
to formal criminal court as a means of respondmgdmestic
violence; reduce the high collapse rate for dornegtlence
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charges and hold offenders accountable in a menhingy;

provide a therapeutic sentencing option to offesderder the
close supervision of the court and treatment psifesils; en-
courage early acceptance of responsibility andyegdilty

pleas by perpetrators of domestic violence; andllfinto pro-
vide protection, information and support for vicim

The DVTO process begins with a report to policerdn
sponse to the report of domestic violence, the RGNtEnd
and investigate the complaint using a special aiséessment
guide. If a decision is made not to arrest theraféz, the police
will typically impose conditions on the defendahat address
these risks, including a no-contact order and airement to
report to a bail supervisor. Both Legal Aid and tBeown’s
office have assigned specific lawyers to the DVTitiing of
the court.

This assignment allows for the development of etigeer
and provides continuity, allowing the same courieelake a
case to its completion. Duty counsel treat thisingjtof the
court like a circuit point, meaning that he or stesesses the
accused’s eligibility for legal aid at the time cburt appear-
ance, avoiding a further adjournment and delay.

The RCMP set all first appearances involving dorest
violence for the next sitting of the DVTO Court.i$ls a spe-
cialized docket with specially assigned judges iand session
every other Monday. The delay between the chargecanrt
appearance is thus substantially reduced and issaential
aspect of fast-tracking domestic violence casethdfaccused
is detained or released on bail, he will appearttos next
DVTO Court date. Holding court at the same time anthe
same courtroom every other week facilitates atteoelaby
resource persons, such as representatives of tindyFeio-
lence Prevention unit, Victim Services, Family akiildren’s
Services and Probation Services.

Prior to the commencement of court, a pre-courttingés
held where all key players, excluding the judgégrat to dis-
cuss cases that are on the court docket for thatldfmrmation
is shared about the accused, the victim and thenof, and
issues are discussed or recommendations are mauteyaimne
parties. This assists in the fast-tracking of cdsesause all
parties are usually in agreement prior to courthes@mmenc-
ing.

Information about the DVTO is provided to the defent
at the first court appearance. The DVTO is avadablthe de-
fendant only upon application. The defendant mesptepared
to accept responsibility for the offence as a cooiof eligi-
bility. This application is made at the first orceed court ap-
pearance. Adjournments are only granted for specdasons
— for example, to obtain further disclosure and;nmaly, for
two weeks only.

When an application is made for the DVTO, the cauait
journs the case for two weeks to allow the Famiipl&hce
Prevention unit to conduct an intake assessmentaasdss
eligibility for the treatment program. If the detlant is found
to be ineligible for the DVTO, he is returned tcetformal
court process. Ineligibility for the program, théupfrequent,
is usually due to serious mental health problemseoere sub-
stance abuse programs.

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

Point of order

Speaker:  The Member for Riverdale South, on a point
of order.
Ms. Stick: We have been listening to the member op-

posite, and | believe he has gone off track in ti@bate and is
going way beyond what was in the motion before us.

Speaker:  Minister of Energy, Mines and Resources, on
the point of order.

Hon. Mr. Cathers: Mr. Speaker, the minister is mak-
ing comments that he believes are relevant to tb&om in
front of us. | don’t believe there’s a point of erdl think the
minister is providing comments he thinks are refitva

Speaker’s ruling

Speaker:  There is no point of order.

We have gone through this in the past and I'll jesterate
that it is difficult for the Chair to determine wher the — |
ask members to not chatter while I'm giving a rgliras my
rulings are important to the conduct of this AssbmAs such,
I would like members to pay attention to them. hot doing it
for my pleasure.

The member’'s statements, whether or not they'revesit
to the motion at hand, is for him to determine withis state-
ment. | would hope that they would be tied togetlasr| have
said in the past, to bring it back. It is up to tihhembers to
make sure that their debate is relevant. It isrtlesiponsibility.
Until, in fact, the member has completed his fistatements, it
would be impossible for the Chair to make a rulofgrele-
vance.

Hon. Mr. Nixon: Now, where was |?

The defendant must be prepared to accept resplitysibi
for the offence as a condition of eligibility.

This application is made at the first or secondrcayp-
pearance. Adjournments are only granted for speodasons
— for example, to obtain further disclosure — aratnmally
for only two weeks.

When an application is made for the DVTO, the caait
journs the case for two weeks to allow the Familpl&hce
Prevention Unit to conduct an intake assessmentagedsses
the eligibility for the treatment program. If theefdndant is
found to be ineligible for the DVTO, he is returnexdthe for-
mal court process. As | just mentioned, ineligtiifior the pro-
gram, although infrequent, is usually due to serionental
health problems or a severe substance abuse prablem

Occasionally the program will give conditional agtance
to a defendant. This means that the defendant oamplete
some other form of programming prior to enteringusgal
abuse programming. Once a defendant is acceptte: tiveat-
ment program, a plea must be entered into the .cAuidrmal
guilty plea must be entered prior to the commenceroéthe
treatment program. If the defendant chooses talptea guilty,
his case if referred back to the formal court pssce

The treatment recommendations are presented tooting
and may be incorporated in an undertaking or iecgnized
area where one is already in existence. Modestfinations of
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the treatment plan may take place during subsecu@nt re-
views. The defendant may have other needs begidasrent
which are addressed by Probation Services andnedtlin a
report.

After the defendant has pleaded guilty, the spoabake
program conducts a lengthy clinical assessment poicom-
mencing treatment. Once this has been completeddéfien-
dant begins to attend the treatment group. Whiteddfendant
is attending treatment, the court undertakes regulanthly
reviews of the defendant’s progress. Reviews msy bé initi-
ated by the bail supervisor or by the treatmensqamel. A
defendant may be returned to the formal court meemd sen-
tenced as a result of failing to follow the treatmnplan, miss-
ing treatment sessions, or as a result of not gipating in
group sessions.

Every effort is made to address the victim's neads
concerns while the defendant is participating ie tlteatment
program. Safety considerations are given the highgerity.
Victim Services can assist the victim and provid®imation
about available services. Further, a counsellor SA# will
invite the victim to participate in the defendanissessment
process through a partner assessment. The victasdscon-
tacted throughout the offender’s treatment to discany con-
cerns that may arise. The victim is invited to jggpate in the
defendant’s assessment process. The court enceuttageic-
tim to be heard at all stages of its process anyl div@ct that
appropriate court documents be made availableeim tfProba-
tion services identifies other programming needs mormally
prepares a report for the court to assist withesarihg. Victim
Services defense counsel and Crown counsel prokalerec-
ommendations to probation services.

The court normally imposes the sentence after gferd
dant has completed the treatment offered by theillFavio-
lence Prevention unit, and other recommended pnogiag
that has been identified or started. SentencinthéoDVTO
Court will take place after the completion of theguired pro-
gramming. The required programming will always it the
15-week spousal abuse program, or SAP, which imggroup
meetings facilitated by counsellors and a relapsvegntion
program, which may last for several additional veeek

Referrals to other program — such as alcohol andgy dr
counselling, grief counselling, parenting prograanscouples
counselling — may also be made. There may be dresgant
to start this programming before sentencing actutdkes
place. The sentence will give credit for the eguhjity plea and
reflect the participation and progress of the affemthrough
the treatment process, as well as@meninal Codesentencing
principles.

The sentence imposed will normally be a communisy d
position, so either a conditional sentence of isgmment plus
probation or simply a period of probation. The affer may
receive an actual jail sentence if he has breahtsebail condi-
tions. In all cases, however, the disposition wéfllect the re-
duction in risk factors resulting from the succassbmpletion
of the programming undertaken.

Calgary. The evaluation concluded that the DVTO i€owas
effective in dealing with domestic violence caseserall, we
would conclude that the DVTO system and SAP as alevare
very effective. While each of these componentshef dverall
system has some claim to achieving individual dbjes, the
interactive effect seems to be the strongest ivemng re-
assaults with a very difficult client group. The D& model,
which combines a comprehensive justice system agprwith
a treatment program for batterers, provides anliextemodel
for dealing with spousal assault and abuse.

In conclusion, let us consider the motion. It cédds the
Minister of Justice to undertake a full review bétlegislation.
I have put on the record a partial list of the $tafion related to
the subject matter. It calls for us to addresstéingtory’s fam-
ily laws. | have provided a list of the laws rehatito children.
I've spent a fair amount of time emphasizing thetection we
have in place for children, including both legiglat and the
programming.

| was tempted to spend quite a bit of time on théon's
property laws, which we are in the process of moidarg.
Instead, | overviewed them and noted some of thasawhere
this applies. With respect to the call of the motimr any
amendments to this legislation to be brought fodnazyr the fall
of 2013, | pointed out that our government will set legisla-
tive agenda.

The motion spoke to the custody and access, aral I'v

shared with this Assembly the federal and ter@ogovern-
ment’s legislation. | also shared that the couagehan impor-
tant role to play in this area, and we fully regpe role of the
courts. | outlined the legislative regime for prayeAgain, |

am indebted to the many excellent publicationslakbé on the
justice, the Family Law Information Centre and thiakon

Public Legal Education Association websites. Yukeneith

general questions about child support or spousabat may
find many of their questions answered by readingubh that
information that’s available.

| have overviewed the role of the Parliament of &#n
and the Supreme Court of Canada in addressingéhgeat of
this motion regarding same-sex couples. | have atkbyessed
the definition of a common-law relationship.

As | mentioned earlier, our government pledged that
working together, we could do better. We offereckdfers a
clear vision for a bright future. We committed t@wing for-
ward together. Each of these parties in this Assemit for-
ward their respective platforms, and Yukoners setband
elected the Yukon Party to form the government aygan.

As | reviewed our platform, we committed to imprabe
services offered to families engaged with the gestystem. |
did not see a commitment in our platform to revieavd amend
this legislation, as I've mentioned. While | appete the sug-
gestion from the member opposite, Yukoners eleatetb de-
liver on our platform. As | mentioned, support faur Yukon
Party government continues to grow, one Yukonex tine. |
will suggest that Yukoners who find themselves Imgd in
family law matters consult theuide to Family Lawdocument

The Yukon DVTO Court has been evaluated by the Cangut out by the Yukon’s Department of Justice.

dian Research Institute for Law and the Family,vgrsity of
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It is approximately 30 pages long and it is veriphd. As
I mentioned, the Government of Canada has its onoklet
and webpage information on getting divorced.

In concluding, | want to remind the members of tAs
sembly and the good people listening what it is MBP does
for Yukoners. The maintenance enforcement programdol-
lected almost $1.6 million for spouses and childasnof the
beginning of March during the fiscal year of 2012.-More
than 77 percent of these funds were collected frakon resi-
dents. I've mentioned that 564 children are cutyebking
supported through the maintenance enforcement gmogr

I've been asked if the maintenance enforcementrprogs
successful. | mentioned that the maintenance esrfioeat pro-
gram collected funds on 88 percent of active fdesing the
2010-11 fiscal year. It's almost 59 percent of Ynkegistered
payers in the program who are in full compliancehwour
maintenance orders. MEP has disbursed more thanilfian
to Yukon families in 2010-11 and $1.6 million astbé begin-
ning of March of this year.

| thank the member opposite for bringing this mtfor-
ward, and | appreciate the member’s interest mdhéa. Thank
you.

Ms. Moorcroft: I’'m not certain if the Minister of Jus-
tice had intended to try to break the record ofYl&on Party
for how long he could speak in debate on a Wedneattar-
noon, but I'd like to congratulate him for speakifoy some
two hours and 10 minutes on the motion before Itisoagh, at
times, he did stray somewhat from the purpose@hibtion.

This motion, brought forward by the Member for Vuint
Gwitchin, urges the House to urge the Minister o$tite to
undertake a full review of the territory’s familghild and
property laws, with a view to introducing amendnsett this
legislation by the fall of 2013, and that the reviaddress is-
sues of custody and access, property, spousal guppme-sex
couples, and the definition of a common-law relagiup.

All of these are important matters, and family lawjould
agree, does need to be kept up to date, as dd alirdaws.
The Official Opposition is supporting the motion.hilé the
Minister of Justice did not clearly state whetherwould or
would not support the motion, he left us with tihgpression
that he would not, as he stated that the YukonyRet been
elected to deliver on its platform, and that itatfdrm did not
include a review of family law.

I might point out that | see no reference in th&dtuParty
platform for developing new ultimatums on approaghihe
Peel River watershed, and the planning documenhtthsa cre-
ated according to the provisions of thenbrella Final Agree-
ment with many years of work and over $1 million. | didt
see in the Yukon Party platform an indication tifiat request
for oil and gas dispositions in the Whitehorse Htowcame
forward that they would either accept them or rejeem. Any
government, when it is elected, puts out a platfdyat it does
find itself needing to deal with matters of busmdbat are
brought forward by the public, or in a motion debby mem-
bers of the Opposition.

Speaking to family law — social and legal changsated
to family law include the legalization of gay mages, the
protection of equality rights in th@anadian Charter of Rights
and Freedomsand the dramatic increase in the number of
common-law families. A review of family law may &lsome
time, but it is important to do. It is interestingd significant to
note that there are many different definitions imwmber of
Yukon laws that relate to common-law marriage, agnother
things, and to the definitions of “marriage”. Yukemaws have
not been amended to reflect the new social and tedfitions
of “spouse”. Changes were made to lit@rriage Actafter the
Dunbar and Edge case, which both the Member fortiun
Gwitchin and the Minister of Justice spoke aboutt 8ome of
the Yukon’s other legislation that has not beenatgd to in-
clude same-sex relationships and the definitionspbuse
would include theFamily Property and Support Adhe Chil-
dren’s Act theVital Statistics Acand theLand Titles Act

So | believe that this motion raises an issue dbat merit
the attention of the government and we will supgort

The members previously spoke about the Family Law |
formation Centre which provides free informationtlire areas
of child support and parenting after separation famcily law.
That information centre is housed on the main flobthe An-
drew A. Philipsen Law Centre. | would encourage thera of
the public who may need those services to use that.

The legislation involved in this motion, as prevsapeak-
ers have stated, includes thamily Property and Support Act
which determines the Yukon’s child support guidetinThose
are calculated when parties are coming before thets with
an application for child support. The maintenancfrEement
program that the minister spoke about is a progtzeth helps
those families that do not receive child suppodt thas been
ordered by a court.

It's clearly a problem for some parents when treeecur-
rently 550 active files in the maintenance enforeempro-
gram. As the minister stated, 96 percent of thakes fare
women whose ex-partners — whether they were husband
common-law spouses — are not paying their chilgsup It's
clearly a problem for some parents to pay theitdchupport.
We're pleased that the maintenance enforcementrgmods
there to help them, but it is discouraging thastheervices are
needed by so many families.

The Children’s Law Actis the oldChildren’s Actand it
was kept in place when the n&hild and Family Services Act
was enacted. The ne@hild and Family Services Acame into
effect on April 30, 2010, and that covered a widlege of fam-
ily and children’s programs — issues including gsrike the
disclosure of adoption records; collaborative piagnproc-
esses such as family conferencing, which involvasilly
groups and decision-making for their children; gmdvisions
for First Nation child welfare agencies.

In addressing the issue of custody: after separatiqpar-
ent of the child or another person may apply fastedy of or
access to the child. The custodial parent is theetbat the chil-
dren live with. Custody is the legal term that saysere the
children live and who is responsible for making idiexis in-
volving them. There are many kinds of custody. €hiersole
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custody, there can be joint custody, shared custodyplit cus-
tody. Then we come to the issue of access. A crder or a
separation agreement describes the access thabenaiowed
to a parent who does not live with the children Wwhb wants
to visit or spend time with them. Reasonable acitepsovided
according to what is deemed to be appropriatehfersituation
of the parent who is living with the children, aimdvould give
parents the flexibility to make their own arrangeseabout
access to children. There may also be specifiedsacthat sets
out certain times for parents who don't live witteir children
to spend time with them. There may be supervisegsacthat
says the parent who does not live with the childreay spend
time with them only when another adult is present.

A court may order this kind of access if the judigels that
it is necessary for the welfare of the childrenjfat is in the
best interests of the child.

Both of the previous speakers have spoken aboubeke
interests of the child. | want to state very cleddr the record
that children’s best interests are only served wtheninterests
of their caregivers are also served. Hungry chiideed home-
less children generally come from low-income hoosddy and
those are generally, most frequently, single-pahentseholds
headed by women.

| agree with the Member for Vuntut Gwitchin that weed
to look after the needs of the children, and thatlegislation
does speak about attachment to family members nncity
of residence, and maintaining ongoing positive famglation-
ships with family members for those children. Wthhtt
means, though, is looking out for the needs of liasi It
means looking after those children’s primary caregi, often
their moms.

| would also like to put on the record a note ofitaan
about mediation and out-of-court settlements of ifiartaw
matters. Those can be a useful approach, but gaeatmust be
taken to ensure that women are not coerced iniaggart in
mediation or an out-of-court process that fails pmtect
women'’s safety. Violent men can be manipulative abdsive
in ways that are not easily detected by otherswBen we're
considering the best interests of the child, we afaust re-
member to consider the best interests of theirntarer grand-
parents or other family members that they are ¢jwiith.

In preparing for debate on this motion, | lookedafini-
tions of “property” and definitions of “spousal qgt” and
definitions of “marriage” and “spouses” that areurdfd in a
number of different statutes in the Yukon. Therals® a dif-
ference between Yukon legislation and federal lagian. The

From the Yukon Public Legal Education Associat&plit-
ting Up booklet in 2007: “The Yukon currently has an ex-
tremely short period (three months) during whichoanmon-
law partner must apply if he or she wants spousppert. If
you don’t apply for support, or make an agreemdgua it,
within three months of your separation date, youn'tcget
spousal support.”

The Minister of Justice spoke about choices ant ika-
ple can choose to have a common-law relationshipeople
may choose to be married. If people choose to has@mmon-
law relationship, they should not be discriminataghinst in
law.

We as a society have progressed far beyond thevdasgs
couples who chose to live together without beingried were
referred to as “living in sin”. We believe that tdefinitions of
spouse, including common-law spouse, should benedig
across all of the various laws that address cussodiyaccess,
property, spousal supports and same-sex couples, obe
considered a common-law marriage, the couple mustto-
gether for a certain period of time. They're nohsidered mar-
ried under Canadian law; however, when their retesip
ends, many of their rights are the same as forlpdom regu-
lar marriage.

There are also many important differences. The aof
time a couple must live together to be consideredramon-
law marriage varies from province to province, #md is gen-
erally two to three years, but in Ontario and Nemrwick,
the period is three years. In British Columbia &lava Scotia,
the period is two years. To complicate mattershiemt federal
legislation often specifies a different period &orelationship to
be considered a common-law marriage for federal jaw
poses. It's normally only one year. These new d#ims have
come into play over the last decade or so.

It has been somewhat controversial. Some peopléncen
to hold the view that a common-law relationship gtiter it is a
same-sex relationship or a male-female relationship in
some way less valid than a marriage.

The Minister of Justice, in his remarks, also askbg the
Estate Administration Act- that the NDP developed and that
was new when it was proclaimed into effect on Agtil1999
— did not include the section, now proclaimed, viahlcread
earlier, relating to the definition of common-laposises.

At the time, there were rather strenuous objectibom
some members of the family law bar, and we agreddrther
discussions. As | just noted, the definition of ffcmon law”
does greatly vary across jurisdictions, and | asagéd that in

Divorce Actis federal and it deals with spousal support. €hil the Yukon the relationship — at least under Hs¢ate Admini-

support is covered under thamily Property and Support Act.
It outlines family assets; how division of familgsets should
be done after separation, third party rights, suppbligations
and cohabitation agreements.

The Estate Administration Actefines a common-law
spouse as, “a person who is united to another pdrg@ mar-
riage that, although not a legal marriage, is valjdcommon
law, or, a person who has cohabited with anothesgmeas a
couple for at least 12 months immediately befoeedther per-
son’s death.”

stration Act— recognizes that a period of 12 months is what
establishes the legitimacy of that relationship.

Common-law relationships have also become far more
common in recent years. In looking in the 2006 aeraf Can-
ada table that provides the distribution of comrtesm-families
as a percentage of all families for Canada andptoeinces
and territories, it shows that the Yukon at thatetihad 1,965
common-law relationships or 23.6 percent of retetfips were
common-law, as opposed to married. In Quebec ir6 20
percentage of common-law couples was 34.6 pereamch
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was the highest in Canada. But overall in Canduanumber
of common-law families was 15.5 percent in 2006.

In other countries — in the United Kingdom, 15 pesrcof
relationships are common law; in Ireland, it's 1drgent. In
New Zealand, 23.7 percent of relationships are comiaw;
and in Sweden, it's 25.4 percent. We see that camlaw
relationships are becoming much more prevalent gniami-
lies and | believe that it is important to recognthe rights of
couples who cohabit or live common law in a simikay to
the way we recognize the rights of couples whaaeried.

| believe that the Member for Vuntut Gwitchin wasping
that this motion would come to a vote this aftemo@/e did
have some optimism that we might, in fact, proctedugh
motion debate and return to dealing with the budist after-
noon, but that hasn't happened. | would like to atode by
saying that we do support this motion. We do belithat laws
need to be regularly reviewed and that as muchoasilge,
there should be consistency in the definitions thathave a
strong influence on how families can conduct thmisiness.
The laws governing custody and access, properbyssah sup-
port, same-sex couples and defining common-lawioelships
have impacts outside of this Assembly. They havpaicts on
the daily lives of members of our communities arelwant to
see those definitions revised in order to ensuet there is
consistency.

| did also want to speak before | close on the limsaw
and the comments made by previous speakers reggvdblic
policy that recognizes family structures, includiegtended
family members and their involvement in raisingldién.

The 2008 reporKinship Care in the Yukospoke about
family structures and included recommendations abecog-
nizing the role of informal kinship care that mayea be pro-
vided by grandparents or other extended family mennbit
made recommendations for cross-cultural training Family
and Children’s Services and social workers, andttier gov-
ernment to have open and welcoming policies thppst ex-
tended families for child protection or adoptionttees.

Speaker:
say, but unfortunately the member’s time has elhpse

Hon. Mr. Graham: Mr. Speaker, | found this motion
quite interesting in that, during a previous tenhege in the
Legislature, | was then the Minister of Justice #mel original
matrimonial property settlement legislation wasugyat in at
that time. | think it was late 1978 or 1979. At ttime, it was
considered cutting-edge legislation. I'll neverdet the debate
that went around the fact that anybody could bédd as to
decide that if a marriage broke down, that a wif@wad spent
a number of years at home looking after the childsbould
actually receive 50 percent of the assets in thitn@sship. At
the time, as | say, it was cutting edge and ittenesting to see
how things have evolved over the years.

My comments will be primarily about the interesfstioe
child. As the Member for Vuntut Gwitchin statedethest in-
terests of the child is his greatest concern. éado some ex-
tent.

| find it interesting, during my introduction to ¢hChild
and Family Services Aethen | became minister, that the ser-
vice delivery principles and the actual principtédshe act de-
termined that the primary service principle was llest inter-
ests of the child. In fact, in part 1(4) they evel us how the
best interests of the child shall be considered.d&termining
the best interests of the child all relevant fastshall be con-
sidered including: (a) the child’s safety, healtid avell-being;
(b) the attachment and emotional ties between ttie @and
significant individuals in the child's life; (c) ¢hviews and
preferences of the child; (d) the child’s physi@gnitive and
emotional needs and level of development; (e) tiygortance
of continuity and the resulting stability to theildh and the
effect of any disruption in that continuity,” It ge on, “...the
importance to the child of an ongoing positive tielaship with
their parents and members of their extended famind to
this end, the act was drafted in such a way thapemtive
planning — the cooperative planning process, orilfagon-
ferencing as it is sometimes called now in the depent —
was considered the primary method of ensuring thidtiren
were being cared for more by families and extenf@edilies.
They were being cared for in their home commuraty in all
instances, it led to better outcomes for the childhemselves.

In determining the best interests of the child, abdity of
a proposed care provider for that child to fulfile parental
responsibilities was also a great concern. At tihae, theChild
and Family Services Adtad other provisions that said ex-
tended family members should be involved in suppgrthe
health, safety and well-being of the child.

In instances even today, during child custody cases
child welfare cases anywhere in the territory, oh¢he things
that is always considered is who the child’'s exeshthmily is,
and in all cases, the attempt is made to includseHolks in
any family conferencing.

One of the interesting things that was pointed touine
during my conversations with departmental persommehis
area was that in the past, when considering chistocly, many
times it was one or two social workers or peoptarfithe de-

Order. I'm sure the member has a lot more topartment in Whitehorse. They would come to a comitgus-

if this happened to be in the community — and thewuld

invite either a parent or two parents or a caregive meeting.
So there was almost an imbalance of power theren®ao

what we do during family conferencing is ensure thare is
no longer an imbalance of power. So you make shaie the
extended family is there; make sure the grandpsyrénpossi-
ble, are there; and, of course, the natural parentaell. But
we find in some of these instances that's not abyMagssible,
so extended families are very important. The farodpferenc-
ing is a key part of any child custody cases tlahe to the
attention of Social Services.

The other principles that apply to the provisiorsefvices
under the act is that a child’s sense of time amklbpment
capacity should always be respected. Families dnldiren
should receive the most effective, but least disvep form of
support, assistance and protection that is ap@teptinder the
circumstances. | think that, again, points to thet fthat the
interests of the child come first in all of thesses.
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| also found that the adversarial system of maldegi-
sions regarding children that the Member for Vur@utitchin
talked about is also something that we also agvédd— or
the drafters of th&hild and Family Services Aetgreed with
— and built in, in all cases, that collaboratiorediation and
facilitation were always more important than takihg case to
court. Even in cases where a child custody dispateto go to
court, the judiciary was given the opportunity —stiead of
actually deciding on the merits of the case in artcsetting,
they could turn the dispute or the disagreemenk baeither a
family conference or they could send the wholeaskack to
be determined in a more collaborative mediatioretyptting.

So there were different powers and there were reiffe
resolutions to many of the problems included in @éld and

Family Services Actl have to point out, too, that this act just

came into being. It was proclaimed with the redafa in
2010.

It hasn’t even really had a great chance to bedest a
real-world situation for any great length of timehink that it
is very important that changes not be made untilgee a
chance to evaluate how the act has operated sibib@. Zhe
evaluation process is built in, as well, so therd e an
evaluation of how th€hild and Family Services A work-
ing and if it is actually providing the improvementhat we
thought it would provide to all involved.

Again, in determining the best interests of théd;lone of
the other relevant factors was that any historyaofily vio-
lence or child maltreatment perpetrated by a pretsge care
provider, and the effect on the child of any pagtegiences of
family violence or maltreatment — and this sectwas obvi-
ously included, or the passage was obviously iredudo take
into consideration some of the things that we kinapen on a
daily basis, and to protect, once again, the isteref the child
above all else.

The other interest that | thought was very impdrttoo, is
that, if a child is a member of a First Nation, thrportance of
preserving the child’s cultural identity shall alse considered
in determining the best interests of the childhihk that's a
very important clause, because it's something thatknow
over time hasn't always been the case. We've atddorror
stories of children being put with families thatamot even
close culturally and the devastating impact thait thas on
children in the long term.

This clause, | think, was very important. It's awse that |
think is very necessary. Also, in this act, we madee that
First Nations would always be involved — againstigé an-
other section in the act itself. First Nations dddoe involved
as early as practicable in decision-making processgarding
a child who is a member of a First Nation. In tipéis of that
section, our department always invites — wherelerdirector
of Social Services for the First Nation is avaitabl- those
directors are always invited to any of the famibnterences
that occur in First Nations. So by doing these evative type
of conferences, we feel that the rights of thedkite being
looked after.

We will again evaluate the process in due coursgeter-
mine if all the things we hoped would happen atealty hap-

pening.
Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)
Speaker:  The Member for Takhini-Kopper King, on a

point of order.

In recognition of the page

Ms. White: Mr. Speaker, | would just like to ask eve-
ryone to join me in thanking Midhula Kalpak. It'®hlast day
today, so | would like to thank her for the timesdtas been
here with us.

Applause

Speaker:  The time being 5:30 p.m., this House now
stands adjourned until 1:00 p.m. tomorrow.
Debate on Motion No. 16 accordingly adjourned

The House adjourned at 5:30 p.m.
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