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Yukon Legislative Assembly
Whitehorse, Yukon
Tuesday, October 30, 2012 — 1:00 p.m.

Speaker: I will now call the House to order. We will
proceed at this time with prayers.

Prayers

DAILY ROUTINE

Speaker:  We will proceed at this time with the Order
Paper.
Tributes.

TRIBUTES

In recognition of Learning Disabilities Awareness
Month

Hon. Mr. Graham: | rise today on behalf of all mem-
bers of the Legislature to pay tribute to the mad women
who struggle every day with a learning disabilltglso wish to
honour those who work behind the scenes to raiseengss
about these invisible disabilities and to proviaddphand assis-
tance in accommodating them.

We do not fully understand what causes learninglhilis
ties, although they seem to run in families. Sohesties iden-
tify problems during pregnancy and birth as a pmsstause,
as well as head injuries, poor nutrition and expego toxic
substances. Whatever the cause, learning disebilitan result
in lifelong problems with listening, speaking, raay writing
and mathematics. Two of the most familiar learrdiggbilities
are dyslexia — problems with reading — and attentieficit
hyperactivity disorder, or ADHD.

Learning disabilities do not correlate to a persantelli-
gence. A person can be above average or averagbgirnce
and have no physical impairment yet suffer fromuanber of
learning disabilities. One in 10 Canadians hasaaniag dis-
ability so it's important to inform ourselves ababtem and
learn how to accommodate them. Many learning disiglsi are
identified in childhood, but it's never too late tdbtain help.
Having a learning disability should not preventfrtesn attain-
ing our goals. Understanding the challenges andirfgqn the
right coping strategies can make all the differeimca person’s
life.

Yukoners are fortunate to have access to the LegiDis-
abilities Association of Yukon, among others. LDAXorks
tirelessly throughout the year, bringing speakerthé territory,
organizing workshops and putting on summer and ewint
camps for young people. They offer assessmentaeadiemic
tutoring, as well as a resource library and patentpport. The
folks at LDAY and other organizations throughout territory
work to help persons with learning disabilities aleatheir
maximum potential, enabling them to be independeit pro-
ductive members of society — that's valued andrthirk is
highly valued by all of us.

In recognition of the 70

internment in Canada

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: Mr. Speaker, | rise today to pay
tribute to and recognize the @nniversary of the Japanese
internment in Canada.

In 1941, in response to the attack on Pearl HatherCa-
nadian government detained all persons of Japaodgé
along the B.C. coast. During the Second World V22,000
Japanese Canadians were confined and transportegbrio
camps in British Columbia and Alberta. We recognthe
struggles and the losses of these in the Japamessunity
during this time and applaud their ability to ovare adversity
and thrive.

Some prominent Canadians, such as authors Joy Kogaw
and Roy Miki, were brought up in these camps. Destlie
harsh treatment they received during a time of &t racism,
they and so many others have embraced Canada eochéan
important part of our rich and diverse culture. #s enter the
month of remembrance here in Canada it is impott@ariake
time to acknowledge those who did not fight but where
adversely affected by the conflict. Today we rememand
recognize the tenacity and the resilience of thpadase com-
munity in Canada.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

anniversary of Japanese

Ms. Hanson: | rise on behalf of the Official Opposi-
tion, the Third Party and the Independent to pioyte today to
Japanese Canadians as the Japanese Canadian #a@sarfia
Yukon marks the 70 anniversary of the internment of Japa-
nese Canadians in 1942. They mark it tonight witheghibi-
tion of photographs and a National Film Board doentary at
the Whitehorse Public Library. We know the histdryFebru-
ary 1942 during the Second World War, after theadape at-
tack on Pearl Harbor in 1941, the Canadian Miniefefustice
ordered all persons of the Japanese “race” to |#aeoastal
regions of B.C. It was believed there was a graamgdr of
possible sabotage and espionage by persons of ekapaie-
scent. However, there was no proof of danger frapadese
persons in Canada. During the evacuation, manylpesere
given only 24 hours’ notice to vacate their homefote being
sent to clearing sites, where they were detainéitlinternment
camps were prepared. A civilian body, the B.C. 8@gcu
Commission, was in charge of the expulsion orders.

By November 1942, after eight months of operatidme,
commission managed to break up and uproot faméied,send
nearly 22,000 individuals to road camps, internneamps and
prisoner-of-war camps. This continued the longdnisiof ra-
cism toward Asian Canadians.

At the turn of the 19 century, anti-Asian sentiment was
rampant. Successive waves of Asian immigration gieeeto a
public anxiety over what was called the “yellow iferlt
reached a fevered pitch in 1907, when a crowd angirAsian
rally suddenly turned into a mob and marched thihowgn-
couver's Chinatown and Japanesetown, breaking stone
dows. That riot was stirred by anti-Asian agitatenmd the ex-
ploitation of public sentiment by the media anditans. The
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government reacted by restricting immigration opaleese
nationals to Canada.

Despite the racism, the community continued to kgve
and prosper. During the years of limited immigratiszgomen
arrived and families began to grow. Japanese Cansgdstill
without the ability to vote, volunteered for sewin World
War |. By 1919, Japanese Canadians owned nearfytiel
fishing licences in B.C., but by 1925, that hadrbseipped.

In 1941, Japanese Canadians were fingerprintecphod
tographed and were required to carry registratiards War
was imminent. Stripped of their rights, categorizedenemy
aliens and forcibly uprooted, Japanese Canadiaernees
faced further injustices. All of their property ahelongings
were held in trust by the Custodian of Enemy Prgpérhey
were sold without the owner’s consent. Land, bisses, cars,
houses and personal effects were liquidated atetidn of
their value. The government of the time justifie@dstaction by
saying that proceeds from the sale of goods anglepipwould
be used to pay for the living expenses of thoserietd.

Toward the end of the war, the Japanese were émecht
with further expulsion. They were given the optifon disper-
sal to places and towns east of the Rocky Mountaimaitright
repatriation to Japan. These were Canadians. 18, 1panese
Canadians received the right to vote. Public sestinwas be-
ginning to lean in the community’s favour. Japan@seadians
were gaining strength and resolve to mobilize pality.

In March 1949, four years after the war was ovet e
last of the wartime restrictions and théar Measures Aatvere
lifted, Japanese Canadians were finally allowettawvel freely
and return to the west coast. Ken Adachi, autharhaf Enemy

said, and | quote: “Acknowledgement of an imperfeast is a
prerequisite for a future in which people live ttgge in mutual
respect, and self-righteous racism does not takeyusurprise
again.”

Speaker:  Are there any further tributes?
Introduction of visitors.

INTRODUCTION OF VISITORS

Ms. Hanson: | am pleased to introduce today, Fumi
Torigai, president of the Japanese Canadian Adsarci®f
Yukon.

Applause

Speaker:  Are there any further introductions of visi-
tors?

Are there any returns or documents for tabling?

TABLING RETURNS AND DOCUMENTS

Ms. Hanson: I have for tabling théAgreement Be-
tween the Government of Canada and the Governnfetiteo
People’s Republic of China for the Promotion andiRecal
Protection of Investments

Speaker:  Are there any other returns or documents for
tabling?

Are there any reports of committees?

Petitions.
PETITIONS

That Never Waput it this way: “| was born in Canada, brought Petition No. 4 — received

up on Big Band jazz, Fred Astaire, and the novélRioer
Haggard. | had perceived myself to be as Canadigheabea-
ver. | hated rice. | had committed no crime. | wasver
charged, tried, or convicted of anything, yet | iagerprinted
and interned.”

In 1950, a federal commission recommended $1.Z2amill
compensation to individuals from which their le¢e¢s had to
be deducted. This represented $52 per person. kleoyle felt
compelled to accept the offer. Others did not efilenclaims.
The outcome of this commission quelled any furtheatests
for a number of years. Then, on September 22, 16&3apa-

Clerk: Mr. Speaker, and honourable members of the
Assembly, | have had the honour to review a petjtioeing
Petition No. 4 of the First Session of the™3Begislative
Assembly, as presented by the Member for Mayo-Tatabn
October 29, 2012. Petition No. 4 meets the requergmas to
form of the Standing Orders of the Yukon Legislativ
Assembly.

Speaker: Accordingly, | declare Petition No. 4 read
and received. Pursuant to Standing Order 67, thecliie
Council shall provide a response to a petition tzet been read
and received within eight sitting days of its prgs¢ion. The

nese Canadian Redress Agreemeas signed. In the House of Executive Council response to Petition No. 4 theethall be
Commons, Brian Mulroney acknowledged the governfeent provided on or before Tuesday, November 13, 2012.

wrongful actions, pledged to ensure that the eweotdd never
reoccur, and recognized the loyalty of the Japazs®dians
to Canada.

As a symbolic redress for those injustices, theegoment
offered individual and community compensation te trapa-
nese Canadians. To the Canadian people and orf béldaba-
nese Canadians, the government committed to cacas¢ional
organization that would foster racial harmony arslphto
eliminate racism. The Canadian Race Relations Fatiord
opened its doors in 1997.

History teaches that unless we remember our histeey
are doomed to repeat it. This was not a proud pgeo Can-
ada, but one that, as a former moderator for thisedrChurch

Were there any other petitions to be presented?
Are there any bills to be introduced?

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS

Bill No. 50: Introduction and First Reading

Hon. Mr. Graham: I move that Bill No. 50, entitled
Statute Law Amendment (Nurse Practitioners), A now
introduced and read a first time.

Speaker: It has been moved by the Minister of Health
and Social Services that Bill No. 50, entiti&latute Law
Amendment (Nurse Practitioners) Abe now introduced and
read a first time.
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Motion for introduction and first reading of Bill &N 50
agreed to

Bill No 43: Introduction and First Reading

Hon. Ms. Taylor: I move that Bill No. 43, entitledct
to Amend the Securities Atte now introduced and read a first
time.

Speaker: It has been moved by the Minister of Com-
munity Services that Bill No. 43, entitlefict to Amend the
Securities Actbe now introduced and read a first time.

Motion for introduction and first reading of Bill &N 43
agreed to

Speaker:  Are there any further bills to be introduced?
Are there any notices of motion?

NOTICES OF MOTION

Ms. McLeod: I give notice of the following motion:

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon to-co
tinue to work with farmers and groups, includingken Agri-
cultural Association, Fireweed Community Marketd &arow-
ers of Organic Food Yukon, to improve Yukon’s faseturity
by increasing the local production of food.

Mr. Hassard: I give notice of the following motion:

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon to-co
tinue to educate Yukoners about the importancerefgmting
human-bear conflict by reducing attractants arouhéir
homes, such as food and waste, and only relocatiriglling
bears when necessary to protect human safety.

Mr. Tredger: I give notice of the following motion:

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon, A ¢
operation with Yukon First Nations and the Yukonlin®an
Sub-Committee, to conduct a full public analysishaf state of
Yukon'’s chinook salmon fishery and stocks and te taction
to ensure that:

(1) the ecological integrity of Yukon’s salmon-spéang
rivers and breeding grounds is maintained;

(2) there are adequate chinook salmon stocks td thee
needs of Yukon First Nations;

(3) there are adequate chinook salmon stocks covétbr
fair and equitable sharing of resources; and

(4) further cooperative work be undertaken by Canad
Alaska, Yukon and First Nation governments.

Mr. Silver: | give notice of the following motion:

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon to in
vite officials from the Yukon Hospital Corporatiém appear as
witnesses in this Legislature this fall to answeestions re-
lated to:

(1) the delay and overbudget, Dawson City hospital;

(2) the delay and overbudget, Watson Lake hosggita,

THAT this House urges the Yukon government to sfend
nancial aid through the Canadian and/or Americad Remss
to help those individuals and families recover frtma devas-
tating effects of the October 29, 2012, hurricafemally
named Sandy.

I give notice of the following motion:

THAT Standing Order 14.2(2) of the Standing Ordefs
the Yukon Legislative Assembly be amended by addirey
following:

(c) notwithstanding Standing Order 14.2(2)(b), adek-
pendent member in opposition shall have the fopatition on
the roster; and

(d) where there are two or more independent menibers
opposition, the Speaker shall determine the aliogadf the
fourth position on the roster to those members; and

THAT Standing Order 14.2(3)(b) be amended by adding
the phrase “or independent member” between the swvord
“group” and “in”.

Speaker: Is there a statement by a minister?
This then brings us to Question Period.

QUESTION PERIOD

Question re:  Health care facility costs

Ms. Hanson: Earlier this month, | attended the
Yukon Hospital Corporation’s annual general meetingl, as
we heard yesterday, it was confirmed that both \§etson
Lake and Dawson City hospitals are behind schealdeover-
budget — again. Also at that meeting, questionsewaised
about the model of care that would be in placehatDawson
hospital. In the normal course of events, you desiduilding
according to the purpose it is going to serve. Dagson hos-
pital is almost finished and it is slated to opextnyear. Ac-
cording to the Yukon Hospital Corporation, the “rebdf
care” is still to be determined.

The Auditor General of Canada has been criticathcf
government for not having clear direction or defingans for
health care outcomes. The Minister of Health andig&er-
vices has the responsibility for, and is accourtab) Yukoners
for all health care expenditures. Can the miniskithe Legis-
lature what model of care Yukon citizens can expececeive
at the Dawson hospital?

Hon. Mr. Graham: Recently, a decision has been
reached between the Department of Health and SSeiafices
and the Yukon Hospital Corporation with respectht® model
of care that will be in place in the Dawson Cityspital — and
it will be an acute care hospital. We have reachddntative
agreement as far as funding goes, as well, forttbspital.

We will be coming forward with that information ds
progresses.

Ms. Hanson: That will be interesting to see how acute

(3) plans to expand the emergency room at Whitehorstare will work in that context. You know, as impat as

General Hospital.

Mr. Elias: I give notice of the following motion:

buildings are, it is the model of care that makesrhost differ-

ence for patient outcomes, so this is going toaseihating.
The minister also recently announced that this gowent

is committed to establishing a collaborative caliaic that,
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quote: “sees nurse practitioners, physicians atgrohealth
care professionals working together to provide d¢ar&'ukon
residents.” The Official Opposition applauds thenister for
this. However, to avoid repetition of building watlt a clear
sense of purpose, will the minister commit to isadun of pa-
tient groups in the design of the collaborativeecalinic and
set clear timelines for the implementation of thilst project?

Hon. Mr. Graham:
between the Yukon Medical Association and the Gowent
of Yukon, the introduction of a collaborative caiénic was
agreed to in that set of negotiations. Consequemywill be
proceeding. The collaborative care clinic — we ge®s being
something that we do in collaboration with Yukorctios.

It's not something that we’re going to rush out astab-
lish tomorrow by hiring our own doctors and otheedical
practitioners. We see it as something that we @dllin con-
junction with a clinic, either in Whitehorse or one of the
communities. So it's not something that we're gdiogush out
and do tomorrow; it's something that we're goingwork on
with clinics in the territory.

Ms. Hanson: We’'ll want to come back to the minister
at some point for the definition of “collaboratigare” and, as |
said, the clear indication is requirement for time$ in any
pilot project. That's what Yukoners need to knokey want to
know what they can expect to receive from servisesh as
the Dawson hospital and the collaborative caréaiive.

The Hospital Corporation just completed a 20-yeeats-
gic plan and has given it to the minister. BecailrgeOfficial
Opposition has been denied access to the plas, liaid to
know how or if the Hospital Corporation plan wilirther col-
laborative care. The Hospital Corporation is apptyenot
accountable to Yukon taxpayers — the minister is.

Will the minister table the Yukon Hospital Corpaoats
strategic plan in this Legislature for debate?

Hon. Mr. Graham: | won’t promise that we’ll do it at
any time in the near future. What you have to usided is the
Hospital Corporation has come up with a strategianp
They're also working hard on future planning foe thospital
itself in the City of Whitehorse.

It's something that we must, first of all, discusih the
Department of Health and Social Services to sée fact we
are in full agreement with what the hospital plapnand then
it's something that we will have to bring to thevgonment
caucus to make sure that funding is available eéltimg term
and it fits in with other strategic directions thlais government
is taking. So, yes, eventually we will be only toappy to pre-
sent it, but not in the short term until some decis are made
here with respect to long-term planning for the ¥ulkospital
Corporation.

Question re:

Mr. Barr:
off Haida Gwaii, the issue of how prepared we amerhajor
disasters is front of mind. In the Yukon, we haxperienced
recent emergencies — the spring flooding and watsbhbthe
Alaska Highway, which led to food shortages, theers tele-
communications outage, flood risk in the Southeakds and,
of course, the recurrent power outages.

Emergency preparedness

Yukoners want and deserve to be safe in their hpares
they expect their territorial government to lead dxample.
How has the Yukon government learned from thesatswend
what measures has it implemented to ensure outotgris
more prepared for disasters and better able to foargukon
citizens?

Hon. Ms. Taylor: I'd first like to start off my remarks

As part of the recent agreement by congratulating all the members of the Governnoéntukon

and the Government of Canada, the RCMP, and the mtar-
agencies who have worked very hard on those reagpesner-
gencies to which the member opposite has justresferJust
recently, one of those teams involved in the Ugdpard flood
were just recognized with an award, the Premiengadl of
Excellence, for the collaboration and the interraxyecoordina-
tion that has occurred. So the Yukon governmentagy re-
mains committed to public safety and emergency aesp
through the delivery of emergency medical servieggjland
fire management, and emergency measures strudineradro-
tection. What we will do is continue to plan anchitoue to
exercise those plans with our inter-agencies, aadwll con-
tinue to enhance investments in those respectigrces.

Mr. Barr: “Critical infrastructure” is a term used to
describe assets that are essential for the funiatjaf a society
and economy. Critical infrastructure planning wolddk at a
number of disaster scenarios, like an earthquake,came up
with how government and other agencies can proaduate
food and water supplies, heating and shelter, p@mation,
and telecommunication systems, public health, $tycand
electric power.

What is the plan to ensure that throughout the Yiuko
all our communities, our critical infrastructuresiscure?

Hon. Ms. Taylor: As | mentioned just recently, we
will continue to work with the respective commuestiand all
the agencies — RCMP, the Government of Canada, Yuko
government and First Nation governments — to comtito
invest in that critical infrastructure, as the me&mbpposite just
referenced. We'll continue to put resources inte tfukon
Emergency Measures Organization in support of seard
rescue organizations throughout the territory,upport of our
volunteer fire departments, in support of our Ereery Medi-
cal Services. We'll continue to put resources piEnning and
continue to exercise those planning exercises. \Waritinue to
lead the review of all our internal emergency cauation
plans and work toward strengthening our organipaticorking
in tandem with many others.

Question re:  Whistle Bend contract

Mr. Silver: Earlier this year, the Government of
Yukon reached an out-of-court settlement with al@ontrac-
tor over the Whistle Bend subdivision. At that tintg@overn-
ment of Yukon officials refused to say whether amyney had

With Hurricane Sandy and the earthquakeexchanged hands as part of that agreement. Giwegabern-

ment policy of cost recovery for money it puts i devel-
opment, a settlement, if there was one, may hasreased the
cost of these lots. The cost may have been passed pur-
chasers in the form of higher prices. Given thé th public
money, | believe taxpayers have the right to knbavpayment
to the contractor was made. To the Minister of idastWas
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public money paid as part of the settlement, ahdpj how
much?

Hon. Ms. Taylor:
reference to an out-of-court settlement, and theeeprovisions
of confidentiality associated with that out-of-cosettlement,
which the Government of Yukon very much standsgatiéd
to. What | can report is that Whistle Bend subdanisis by far
Yukon’s largest subdivision ever to be undertakeryukon'’s
history and that this, by and large, certainly vad well over
$250 million when all is said and done in all eigitases of
development. It will certainly accommodate up t®0R), to
10,000 people at the end of the day and it involvesmber of
respective contracts.

Indeed, the member opposite made

with contractors. No one benefits when these despahd up in
court.

What efforts were made by the government to avaidt e
ing up in court again?

Hon. Ms. Taylor: The matter that the member oppo-
site has just referred to is a matter that is ailyebefore the
courts. It's a matter to which the Yukon governmisnorking
hard to find a reasonable and a swift resolutioe. W&ry much
recognize the intricacies of all contracts assediatith the
largest subdivision project in the Yukon's histoWe remain
committed to working with this particular contractand all
contractors associated with land developments girout the
Yukon. We recognize the very importance of makiffgrd-

We certainly remain committed to providing affortab able land available throughout the territory, ane eertainly

land, and I'm very pleased to announce that 1li@leaesial lots
were issued earlier this fall and the cost of thiose are actu-
ally about 6.5 percent below market value.

Mr. Silver:
about. If this government has spent money to stitdedispute,
the public deserves to know. A Liberal governmenould be
open and accountable regarding this type of se¢ttenfAnyone
buying a lot also deserves to know their price wflated be-
cause the government had to pay out a settlement.

I'll give the government another opportunity to dem
strate that they are willing to be open about thblip money
that was spent. A local contractor sued the govemniraver the
Whistle Bend contract, and Yukoners want to knowaimie
terms of the settlement were. Will the ministet ¥aikoners if
public money was paid to settle this lawsuit, othigt informa-
tion going to kept secret from taxpayers?

Hon. Ms. Taylor:
site has just articulated, the contractor and th&ovi govern-
ment did reach an out-of-court settlement with eesgo the
issue, and we remain obligated to the terms ofinidesidual
settlement.

What | can report is that indeed the subdivisioguestion
is certainly on time. It's on budget, and in faot were very
pleased to provide the issue of lots during phasarlier this
summer — 119 residential lots, of which the costath of
those lots was roughly 6.5 percent below marketiezaWith
respect to the remainder, | can say that constnucif phase 2
— deep services, surface works, waste water, vatemp sta-
tions for the entire subdivision — is also progmegsvell and
on schedule. Again, we look forward to the secagldase of
phase 2 next fall with approximately 187 additiolos.

Mr. Silver:
deal and that this government is simply unwillirgy e ac-
countable and would rather keep this informati@mfithe pub-
lic. Just this week the same company has launcbed action
against the government over the main contract dastétBend.
There is obviously a difference of opinion betwedba gov-
ernment and the contractor over this developmehis s a
$15.9-million contract that was awarded to prepgheesite for
construction. After months of negotiation the cantor has
been left with no other option but to try to resobhis dispute
with this government. Unfortunately, it is the tayers who
will pay at the end for the government’s inability get along

This is public money that we're talking

Well, again, as the member oppo-

| suspect public money was part of the

are doing just that with a record-level land depelent budget
in the works of approximately $35 million.

Question re:  Early childhood education

Ms. Stick: The numbers from the 2011 early devel-
opment index for Yukon are troubling. Accordingth® snap-
shot of child development health, Yukon childrew laavulner-
ability rate of 37 percent. That means 37 percétihe young-
est school-age children are vulnerable and notyréadschool
when they arrive on their first day.

In a territory as rich as ours, there is no gooclisg for so
many young children to be vulnerable. We can, dmudilsl, be
preparing our young people for success through cgpiate
childcare and early childhood education. If theitery is do-
ing well, as this government would have us beliesan the
minister explain more than a third of our youngsstool-aged
children being vulnerable, and his lack of actidnchildcare
and early childhood education?

Hon. Mr. Graham: This government has, over the
last few years, made great strides in attemptingriog the
amount of funding for childcare, either through thect oper-
ating grant or through subsidies to salaries — wehade great
strides in that area. We will continue to do so.atidition to
this, we're also supplying extra funding in nextaye budget
to the Child Development Centre for their work demtify and
assist young children.

So there are a number of things that we're doinghis
area and | fail to see exactly where the membeosippis go-
ing with this, because there are things taking eolaicd we are
making strides in the area.

Ms. Stick: | understand it has been five years since
there was an increase in operating grants for chill We
cannot afford to let our children fail. The plangirthe efforts
and the money we don't put in place for strong lamowledge-
able educators, accessible childcare and suppdetiady pro-
grams means more efforts and more money latefeindicom-
pensate. Can the minister tell us what his depanttrisedoing
across the Yukon to improve training for early dhivod edu-
cators and support for childcare and childcare dmato start
turning around these poor early developmental irrdexlts?

Hon. Mr. Graham: When this government took of-
fice, approximately $4.2 million per year was besgent on
childcare in the territory. At the present time€s iapproxi-
mately $11 million for the same group. So we're @ying a
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lot of cash. But what we also have to take intosoderation
here is the fact that fewer than 30 percent ofdceil who are
born and attend school in this territory actuathgad childcare
centres — we're talking about licensed childcarates and
homes, family day homes that are licensed. AnofBepercent
of children out there are not attending these hoanesseem to
be getting along just fine as well.

We're supplying extra cash in the areas of childcar
Yukon Child Development Centre. We're working withe
various NGOs, such as Autism Yukon and LDAY to ioy@
children’s learning environment.

Ms. Stick:
opmental index tells us — 37 percent are not rdadgchool;
70 percent might not be in licensed daycares orhdayes, but
there are other daycares and day homes out tharehhdren
are attending and it's not only about these earlidhood edu-
cation systems I'm talking about. I'm talking abdainily sup-
port programs and community programs. It's the whabm-
munity taking responsibility for these children.

This government is picking a fight with the Kaskeople
over oil and gas, a fight that does nothing to ptanthe
Yukon as a good place to do business. Investorsedesr-
tainty, not lawsuits, protests or intergovernmedtsputes.

Why is this government so intent on underminingesty
ment in the Yukon by pursuing conflict, insteadnefyotiating
with First Nation governments?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: Mr. Speaker, I've stated earlier
that Yukon resources belong to all Yukoners. We ase of
the opinion that an MOA and section 13 of the Yukdnand
gas agreement was based on the assumption thatwbatd be

That’s not what the early childhood devel- 14 First Nations settling on a modern-day treaty dand

claims. That, unfortunately, was not the case.

We have, for over 10 years, attempted to come tecan
nomic agreement with the Kaska First Nation withare to the
Liard oil and gas basin. It is important that weatr all First
Nations equally and continue to work — as was regguast
announced with a new agreement between Yukon gmesrh
and self-governing First Nations on enhanced sbaofre-

The Yukon Childcare Association, educators, parentssource revenues. This government continues to waitk all

children and supporters protested this month. Tieye not
seen an increase. They're asking for sustainedirignthat
keeps up with inflation. Childcare providers wantpay their
staff a good wage, provide healthy meals and excelbro-
gramming, but low wages as a result of small, stagsubsi-
dies are leading to early childhood educators’ esdd better-
paying jobs.

Has the minister recently met with the Yukon Chalde
Association to discuss their concerns around fumpdiraining
and accessible child care for the whole Yukon?

Hon. Mr. Graham:
Yukon Childcare Association, and we have increatieel
amount of money available to them. In fact, atghesent time,
the wage subsidy is not entirely used, so we hat@a enoney
available. You also have to take into consideratioat the
salaries in licensed daycares for the exact saraiques at the
present time range tremendously. So, dependinghathsr the
childcare centre is a private or not-for-profit angzation, the
wages differ tremendously as well.

The other thing we look at as a government is #uoe that
we are subsidizing wages for private businessagiine cases.
In fact, if there were more childcare associatithrat were non-
profit organizations | think that we would be mugtore in-
clined to support those in a financial manner. Vi talking
about private businesses that we are subsidizitagies for,
and in all cases the salaries across the boare @nagnatically
from one daycare to the other.

Question re:  First Nations/government relations

Mr. Tredger:
emerging with this government, a trend that willrththe
Yukon, that will hurt jobs and investment, that Iwilrt our
communities, and turns our back on 40 years ofdingl a re-
spectful relationship with First Nations. This gowment
seems intent on provoking First Nation governmeni seems
intent on creating economic uncertainty. This it gmod lead-
ership.

citizens of Yukon and all First Nations to continteeensure
that we are partners in this economy, to the bepéfall Yuk-
oners.

Mr. Tredger: All First Nations — indeed, all Yukon-
ers — want and expect the intent and the spirkicft Nation
agreements — indeed all the agreements this goarnan-
ters into — to be respected and adhered to. Yukomemnt
economic certainty, but it would appear that ttosernment is
creating economic uncertainty. First Nation goveenis have
said they will defend the integrity of their tresgi when it

I have met with the chair of the comes to the government’s attempt to subvert tet [Bed use

planning process. The White River First Nation filasl a law-
suit against this government, for rejecting a YESA®Bom-
mendation without consultation and allowing highdigruptive
mineral exploration in the core range of the Chisaaribou
herd, and now the Kaska are standing up to thailissatheir
aboriginal rights. Will the Premier explain to thitouse why
he is so intent on creating economic uncertainty?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: Economic certainty is the priority
of this government, and moving forward with amendtaeo
the YukonOil and Gas Actwill do precisely that. They will
allow the opportunity for investment within soutee&'ukon
— an investment that will create jobs for Yukonétwill cre-
ate jobs for the people of Watson Lake and thed_Krst Na-
tion. It will create a thriving economy throughahie Yukon,
and specifically in southeast Yukon. It will cregbds. It will
create business opportunities. It will create trajnopportuni-
ties for people in that area. Self-governing Fisttions have
received $10.5 million in royalties as a resultloé gas in the

Mr. Speaker, | see a disturbing trend Kotaneelee gas fields over the last number of yeHnss is

about direct and indirect benefits for all Yukonesad as we
continue to generate royalties, we reinvest thropgigrams
and services that benefit all Yukoners through alagtroads,
hospitals and schools. This government is abouatioig a
strong, responsible economy.
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Questionre:  Canada-China Foreign Investment
Promotion and Protection Agreement

Ms. Hanson:
land are writing letters and contacting their MPsl aVILAs
about their concerns with theéanada-China Foreign Invest-
ment Promotion and Protection Agreememt FIPA. They are
worried this investment treaty poses a threat todmmocratic
ability to make laws in the public interest and Veblock us in
for 31 years. Yesterday, the Yukon Party governnsaid they
are not concerned that this agreement will fettekon’s abil-
ity to legislate in the interest of its citizenshéh challenged to
provide their analysis on reaching this conclusitwey either
wouldn’t or couldn’t. | tabled th&€€anada-China Foreign In-
vestment Promotion and Protection Agreentedgy.

Can the Premier explain how the covered investriamnt
guage in the agreement does not tie the handgwk&fdemoc-
ratically elected governments?

Hon. Mr. Dixon: This is getting a little repetitive. I've
said this over and over to the member opposite twerlast
few days. We have analyzed and made clear to Caoada
position on this treaty and this agreement, and thahat
Yukon insists that any investors operating in Yukontinue to
follow the laws — environmental, health and safatyg others
— in our territory. We have analyzed this agreemantl we
don’t believe that it restricts in any way our #kitto do just
that.

We've consulted with our counterparts in the proes
and territories, and they have concluded as watl ttiere is no
cause for concern. | point out that the member sipgpseems
to be basing all of her research around a singéelemic in
Ontario. | would recommend to her that she extesrd&search
beyond that.

Ms. Hanson:
that they are not being forced to sign on to soingtthat’'s not
in their best interests. They are not looking foed rhetoric.
They are looking for a government that actually enstends
the implications of international agreements anlil advocate
for Yukon interests, so clearly the minister ane tAremier
don’t understand what a covered agreement is,Heutrtinister
who just spoke said yesterday, “The Yukon has lessured
that First Nations have been exempted from thisexgent.”

Can the minister shed some light on where he gé&tsas-
surance and point specifically in the agreementhere First
Nations aboriginal and treaty rights are exemptennfthe
agreement?

Hon. Mr. Dixon: The first thing | would point out is
that of course the ability to enter into and negetiinterna-
tional treaties is fully in the purview of the fedbgovernment.
I know the member opposite referenced yesterdaysti@con-
sulted with | believe it was 100,000 constitutioeaberts, so
I’'m sure all 100,000 would agree that that issuférisly in the
realm of the federal government.

With regard to this specific agreement, | wouldmpaut
that the Yukon has been assured the First Natiom®xempt
from the articles in the agreement that pertaim toumber of
articles and a number of requirements, and it'sediimough a
clause that references the conditions in the CaRada FIPA.

Yukoners are looking for assurances

So there is some precedent here, Mr. Speaker. @agraters
into these agreements all the time. A number ahtle&ist cur-

Yukoners and Canadians across thigently. I'm not sure if the member opposite hasoacern with

the process by which they enter them, and if shesdthat’s
something she should take up with the federal gowent, or
it’s not clear to me if she simply doesn't like erhg into new
agreements with the Chinese. It's one or the other;not

really sure which one it is, and | look forwardhearing more
about this from the member opposite.

Ms. Hanson: Yukoners are getting quite used to these
non-responses on serious issues and to sort of pask.
They're kind of negatively focused — not surprisibgt that's
the way it works. The Yukon Party has continualgnbn-
strated that they are more interested in takingy thees and
their speaking lines from the Harper Conservatihes show-
ing leadership and standing up for Yukon interests.

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

Point of order

Speaker:
der.

Hon. Mr. Cathers: That is quite incorrect. The mem-
ber knows very well that this government does méetany
speaking notes from the federal government. The Ndkes
their speaking notes from Thomas Mulcair.

Government House Leader, on a point of or-

Speaker’s ruling
Speaker: There is no point of order.
The Leader of the Official Opposition has the floor

Ms. Hanson: So what Yukoners might want to do is
reflect upon what this Yukon Party government sagi spring
when Yukon federal servants lost their jobs at 8&&nada, or
when the local Revenue Canada office was closedhen the
eligibility age for pensions was raised, or emplentninsur-
ance rules were changed. What did the Yukon Pantyirs re-
sponse to the federal Tories then? Not a peep. WieNDP
Official Opposition raised the federal plan to @lgnada’s en-
vironmental protection regime, they called it action”. So, if
not federal cutbacks, if not the China investmeeatly, when
can Yukoners expect the Yukon Party governmenthimws
leadership and stand up for Yukoners’ interests?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: Any company that comes to the
Yukon to do business will abide by our labour lawd| abide
by our environment laws and regulations and oudtiheand
safety regulations as well. Those companies wiyl par taxes
and they will pay our royalties as well. It's intsting to note,
again, that there are other state-owned enterptiisgsoperate
in this country that there has been no controvédrgyn the
NDP about. | mentioned Statoil from Norway, whiobed op-
erate in this country today.

There are over 20 of these agreements — foreigestav
ment promotion and protection agreements — thatirodght
now that Canada has signed around the world. Savé ho
wonder, what is the problem? Is it just that theRNdon't like
the Chinese? Is it the fact that they are not anly-Chinese —
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Point of order Speaker: We will now proceed with Orders of the
Speaker: Order please. Member for Takhini-Kopper Day.
King, on a point of order.
Ms. White: That's insinuating something that we ha- ORDERS OF THE DAY

ven't ever declared. | am not sure that is the laigg that I'm
looking for but —

Mr. Elias: Mr. Speaker, with your indulgence, pursu-
ant to Standing Order 14.3, | request the unanincousent of
this House to call at this time the motion for whicgave no-
tice earlier today regarding the amendments todstgnOrder

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

Ms. White: — imputing motive. Thank you.

Speaker: Government House Leader, on the point ofl4.2.
order.

Hon. Mr. Cathers:
was asking a question based on statements the dizPrhade
regarding China and the Chinese in the past.

Speaker:  The Leader of the Official Opposition, on the
point of order.
Ms. Hanson: The references made by the Official

Opposition have been to Chinese state-owned cdiposaand
they have nothing to with Chinese people, Chinadéviduals
or Chinese private sector investors. What we haenbvery
clear about are the implications for Chinese stateed in-
vestments.

Speaker’s statement

Speaker:
row and, if needed, I'll render a ruling then. Billtremind all
the members that what you sow, you will reap, drat goes
for both sides. So be careful. | will have a clémek at it to-
MOorrow.

On the point of order, the Premier

Unanimous consent re calling Motion No. 265
Speaker: The Member for Vuntut Gwitchin has re-
quested unanimous consent to call the motion foichvine
gave notice earlier today regarding amendmentstamdihg
Order 14.2.
All Hon. Members:
Speaker:

OPPOSITION PRIVATE MEMBERS' BUSINESS

Agreed.
Unanimous consent has been granted.

MOTIONS OTHER THAN GOVERNMENT MOTIONS

Motion No. 265
Speaker:

| am going to have a look at the Blues tomor-Gwitchin

THAT Standing Order 14.2(2) of the Standing Ordefs
the Yukon Legislative Assembly be amended by addimey
following:

“(c) Notwithstanding Standing Order 14.2(2)(b), iade-

How much time does the Hon. Premier have left? Mrpendent member in opposition shall have the fopetition on

Premier, 25 seconds.

Hon. Mr. Pasloski:
investment in the Yukon will help create jobs, élfs create
economy and helps to create business opportunitiese jobs
and that economy create taxes for this governmegbsporate
taxes and personal taxes. It creates revenue ficances and
fees. It creates revenue through royalties, anduse that
money to continue to reinvest in this territory fsograms and
services for all Yukoners.

We continue to work with all those people withireth

Yukon and ensure that, as we have with the neweaugat
with First Nations on resource revenue sharing.

Speaker:
elapsed.

Notice of government private members' business

Hon. Mr. Cathers:
in front of me, so with your indulgence, Mr. Speakgursuant
to Standing Order 14.2(7), the government wishegl¢atify
the items standing in the name of the governmewmaig mem-
bers to be called on Wednesday, October 31, artdighthe
Parks Canada motion, standing in the name of thealhée for
Pelly-Nisutlin, and the one with regard to sportgiipment,
standing in the name of the Member for Watson Lake.

| sincerely apologize to the Chair for the factttheissed
having those numbers in front of me in my notes.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Foreign

| don’t have the motion numbers

the roster; and

(d) Where there are two or more independent menihers
opposition, the Speaker shall determine the aliogadf the
fourth position on the roster to those membersitt a

THAT Standing Order 14.2(3)(b) be amended by adding
the phrase “or independent member” between the svord

“group” and “in.”

Mr. Elias:
In July in the summer of 2012, when doing my du@elnce,
foreseeing the upcoming fall sitting — | do my diiégence
on behalf of my constituents to ensure that my ntoygecome
an Independent member and to represent my congttwell
include all the tools necessary within this Ledisla to con-

The time for Question Period has now duct business on behalf of my constituents andethagkoners

who approach me to represent their issues.

In doing that due diligence and research, it camey at-
tention that the section of the Standing Ordergjirestion,
14.2(7), did not include the opportunity for an épeéndent
member to call a motion on any given Wednesday.

This became obviously problematic to me because |

looked at the possibility of representing my cadnstits in this
Assembly as an Independent member for four yeatsowt

being able to call a motion to the floor. To mettivas unfair,
and it wasn't right for an Independent member tbb®able to
call a motion because | feel that it is the cortwers of the par-
liamentary system. The motion that | put forwardtbe floor

today — | don't think it's unreasonable to makestbhange.

It has been moved by the Member for Vuntut

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Where do | begin?
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If we look at the history, | believe it was the Rier who
set the stage and recognized that this was notrfdaine As-
sembly and | thank him for that. He put forward ation the
other day on the floor of the Assembly and he atemtioned it
in public on the radio on CHON FM. | appreciatettfram the
Premier. | appreciate him setting the stage andnelitg that
olive branch, because this is not only for me. Hot the first
Independent member here, and I'm not going to lbdakt, so
it's not only to benefit me, but it's to benefittéwe potential
Independent MLAs who choose to either run as aepedd-
ent, or as | did, move to an Independent statukisLegisla-
ture.

| say thank you to each and every one of the MLAthe
House today for the unanimous consent. | think géng to
strengthen the democracy in this House.

| do recognize that, Mr. Speaker, you have theaitthto
influence the rotation during Question Period. Hegrein the

I think this is a fair and equitable solution taethroblem
that | see in the Standing Orders and | look foditareach and
every member of this Legislative Assembly partitipgin the
debate today because, again, this is a cornersibiemoc-
racy. | think it could be the beginning of furthegislative re-
form. That's why | brought this motion forward tgda

Again, | appreciate the Premier’'s comments witipeesto
fairness and understanding. Over the last 10 yedmlieve
there have been 10 Independent MLAs who did nokftae
opportunity during their tenure to bring up motidos debate
on Wednesdays. So, | think this is important, aridok for-
ward to hearing what other MLAs in the House havsay.

| guess it's also important to put on the recor $ttanding
Orders as they stand now. 14.2(1) says, “The oofi@rivate
members’ business on Wednesdays may be determinedta
out in this Standing Order.”

14.2(2) says, “At the beginning of each Sessiomsier

Standing Orders, as they stand now — and it alses sashall be established for the purpose of determittiegorder of

“groups” and I'll go into that later — the OfficiaDpposition
has three opportunities and the Third Party hasetbpportuni-
ties and | have zero opportunity. So my requeshad Inde-
pendent members be specifically mentioned, so ‘theare
room for interpretation, that it's very clear, ahét it's a guar-
anteed position in slot four.

One of the reasons | picked slot four was becauss-q
tions are allocated in Question Period accordinthéonumber
of members on the Opposition side. | felt that #itiing is a
prime example, because if we were to add a sla@rsdwvould
not be guaranteed a spot to call a motion on a \&&thy, be-
cause we don’t have enough time. It depends otetigth of
debate on Wednesdays whether or not we even gstoto
seven. | thought that position four would be a faisition to be
included in the debate on Wednesdays. | have jé\aslfour or
maybe five successful times during my tenure asMeenber
of the Legislative Assembly for Vuntut Gwitchin, cedved
unanimous support on various motions, whether & vegard-
ing Nutrition North Canada a couple of times, wieeth was
requesting unanimous consent from all the MLAs dketa
message to Washington with regard to the proteatibthe
Porcupine caribou herd or whether it was for watdated is-
sues or fire-related issues within my community.

It's very important for each and every member tceree
unanimous support from the House — on whateveeigsunay
be —so that we can send a united voice from thigdl&ture as
support for any individual MLA here. I've succedsfudone
that in the past, and I'm simply trying to set #tage for this to
occur in the future.

| do believe that every citizen in the Yukon has tight to
be fairly and equitably represented in Wednesdalgbates,
and | believe that this motion is in every MLA'stémnest, and
I'm asking for the agreement of every MLA. It's nepinion
that, should this motion today be accepted, it'sngoto
strengthen the democratic process in our Assenabiy, it's
going to safeguard representation of Yukoners @ ltagisla-
tive Assembly now and into the future. Those ar@drtant
points to make.

business on Wednesdays when Opposition private mesnb
business has precedence. The roster shall be #e iiollow-
ing manner:

“(a) the Official Opposition shall have the firsgcond and
fifth positions on the roster; and

“(b) a party or group in opposition to the govermme
other than the Official Opposition, shall have thiad, fourth
and sixth positions on the roster.”

As everyone can see, it doesn’t specifically refeeean
Independent member and | do not feel that | fab i@ party or
a group. | believe the word “group” was insertedkin 2002,
when the Yukon Legislative Assembly found itselttwivhat
was named, | believe, the “Independent Allianced #rey had
three Independent members leave the Liberal govemtni
believe that is the reason why the word “group” Wwaserted
into the Standing Orders. It doesn’t seem to spdif repre-
sent an Independent member.

I'm trying to be proactive here and trying to solwbat |
consider a serious problem, with an MLA being ableepre-
sent their constituents and Yukoners alike with Hagious
business that could occur in their riding, or ardjpelse’s rid-
ing, for that matter.

With that, | encourage all the MLAs to put forwaitukir
concerns and opinions. | look forward to a fruitfidbate with
regard to my motion today.

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: The government agrees on this
motion and will indeed be supporting this motiorr@inly, as
we reflect, the Member for Vuntut Gwitchin usedbt® a part
of the Liberal Party in this legislative sessioh,which time
there was collectively two members. During thatejneach
member shared equally in terms of the responséslin mov-
ing motions forward.

As | have stated publicly on the record and throtigh
motion that we put forward last Thursday, we dd fhat it is
time to recognize Independent members. For therdetohink
it was actually eight Independents in the last &ary that we
had. It is about fairness and it is about democeaay it is en-
suring that everybody within this legislative prextidoes have
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that opportunity to advance efforts through thditgtio bring
motions forward.

We will support this and we are very excited abahat it
means for Yukon and the Legislative Assembly.

Ms. Moorcroft: | rise on behalf of the Official Oppo-
sition to say that we are in support of this motiwought for-
ward by the MLA for Vuntut Gwitchin.

The Member for Vuntut Gwitchin has chosen to sitaas
Independent and wishes to retain his ability td wedtions for
debate in the Legislature. Having left the ThirdtP#éo sit as
an Independent, the MLA for Vuntut Gwitchin is segkto
maintain a position on the debate roster that neddy occu-
pied as a member of the Third Party.

We agree with the member’s case that he presenthii
second reading speech, that he should be ablélyadpresent
the constituents of Vuntut Gwitchin in the Assembiycalling
motions for debate in turn on opposition motion .degving
said that, the Official Opposition also believeattthis matter
would be more appropriately dealt with by conveningneet-
ing of the Standing Committee on Rules, Electiond Brivi-
leges. | understand that the Standing CommitteeRates,
Elections and Privileges has not met since 20Qhderstand
too that the Government House Leader has saidthleathair
of SCREP will convene a meeting in January.

We do look forward to that opportunity to considner
matters related to House business, to the Star@lidgrs of the
Yukon Legislative Assembly, and to how we, in tAssembly,
function in keeping with the principles of demogra&o, we
support the motion.

Mr. Silver:
port this motion. The Liberal Party is all for fagss in the Leg-
islative Assembly and we believe allowing Indepeartdaem-
bers to participate in private members’ days speéakbe co-
operation and compromise among all parties.

We would like to point out, however, that if thedepend-
ent member’s motion is passed unamended, it wilbitdg the
Liberal Party who must compromise in this situatiag it will
be the only party who will lose a day in the rosterf the In-
dependent member is to claim position number fthat is, in
the rotation. It is with this information and iretlspirit of coop-
eration and compromise that this motion speak&af it would
like to suggest the following friendly amendment.

Amendment proposed

Mr. Silver: | move

THAT Motion No. 265 be amended by:

(1) deleting clause (c) and substituting the folloyvfor it:
“(c) Where there is an independent member in opiposio the
government, the roster shall be comprised of seasitions
and the independent member shall have the sevesitign on
the roster”; and

(2) deleting the word “fourth” from clause (d) asdbsti-
tuting the word “seventh” for it.

Speaker:
dike

It has been moved by the Member for Klon-

THAT Motion No. 265 be amended by:

(1) deleting clause (c) and substituting the folluyvfor it:
“(c) where there is an independent member in opiposio the
government, the roster shall be comprised of seasitions
and the independent member shall have the sevesttign on
the roster”; and

(2) deleting the word “fourth” from clause (d) asdbsti-
tuting the word “seventh” for it.

Speaker:  The Member for Klondike has 18 and a half
minutes left.
Mr. Silver: | will be brief. Once again, | would like to

reiterate that we are in favour of Independent memnbhaving
a right to a private members’ day. However, we nuastsider
all situations and not just the current one. Thagise will sit in
the future and the numbers of Independent memiésd

Party members and Official Opposition members uvlilainge.
Without allowing SCREP to sit down and take a |aakall

these different situations, the only method thatoae go for-
ward with in the House today is to adapt this amesrdt and to
allow for a seventh position for the Independentriber.

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: Mr. Speaker, the government will
not be supporting the amendment to the motion.inktithe
Member for Vuntut Gwitchin very eloquently and adatgly
described the situation and the fact that the saveosition —
the seventh slot — would in reality, a lot of timast be given
the opportunity because of time restraints.

To summarize, currently what we have is that witthia

It gives me great pleasure to rise and supsix slots, there are six members of the New DentiacRarty,

and they get three slots. There is one member efLtheral
Party who gets three slots, and we have one Indigp¢rwho
gets zero slots. So what we're talking about ifange, where
the six members of the NDP will get three slotg, éime mem-
ber of the Liberal Party gets two slots, and the rdependent
will get one slot. In the event that there are eatgr number of
Independents in the future, as the motion has testrit will
be at the discretion of the Speaker.

So the government feels that the Third Party st more
— really, more opportunities than anyone else withie
opposition side in terms of slots based on the rexmddf
members represented here within the Legislativeigdy.

Mr. Elias:
Member for Klondike's suggestion that these typésssues
should be considered by the Standing Committee olesR
Elections and Privileges at some time in the future

| do believe that there is a scheduled meetingaimtudry
and hopefully the members of SCREP could maybeeatye
put this as an agenda item, but | have to deal thitghhere and
now. The here and now — as the Premier has saisd that the
Official Opposition and the NDP have three motiays and
the Liberal Party, with one member, has three modiays, and
| as Independent have zero.

If we look at Question Period and the allocationqags-
tions within the House, the New Democrats with siembers

On the amendment, | do appreciate the
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have 18 opportunities in a four-day sitting weekask ques-
tions. The Member for Klondike, as only one membess four
and | have two. There is a reason for that. ltesduse, before
the sitting, | also extended the olive branch innegommenda-
tions to your office that the allocation of Questi®eriod — an
additional seven questions as an olive branch freento the
Liberal Party was accepted — an additional seveestipns
during this sitting — and that was my compromiseduse
they do have the opportunity to rebuild. They arpatitical
party in good standing in this territory and thaisamy olive
branch concession to the Liberal Party and thegted it.

When | had the opportunity to actually look at thetions,
it wasn't even comparable to those allocations te<fion Pe-
riod. So | thought that keeping with the order of gositions
for the opposition to conduct its business duringjting was
fair, and | still think it's fair. So on that pres@ | do not sup-
port the motion from the Member for Klondike.

Again, if we were to look at the numbers in thigista-
tive Assembly, | should also be afforded three opputies,
just based on the number of elected officials, wibard to
motion dates. Obviously, this is a complex situatibat | ha-
ven't seen any precedence in the Yukon Legislatissembly
for dealing with this before. | think it's courageofor us to
attempt to resolve this for the short term, buthink that
SCREP does have the opportunity to work togethdintb an
equitable resolution to this, because it is a tgati our Legis-
lature.

Speaker:
amendment?

Hon. Mr. Dixon:
the amendment currently before the House. As thremkr
indicated earlier, the government won't be suppgrtthis
amendment. To reiterate some of the comments b thier
and provide a little bit more to that, it's intetiag the Member
for Vuntut Gwitchin has of course articulated a fo@mof rea-
sons why the Independent member deserves an opijiprta
bring forward motions and debate them before thasdoThe
request, for the fourth position on the roster i#hink, a rea-
sonable one, and that's one that | think we’llralitely return
to once the amendment is voted on.

Speaker:  Does anybody wish to speak to the motion?

Hon. Mr. Dixon: It's a pleasure to rise and speak in
favour of this motion that's currently before theuse. The
role of an Independent member over the historyhef West-
minster parliamentary system is an interesting @feourse in
the Yukon context, we have a fairly unique situatigiven the
prevalence of mobility between parties and the lprbg for
members throughout history to cross the floor or a8 an In-
dependent member. It's simply, | think, a functiof our
unique political culture in the Yukon. Over the ggawe’ve
seen a number of members either cross the flonroas Inde-
pendent members or return to another party. I&dlyeone of
those unique features of Yukon politics.

What's important is that, throughout that histolgde-
pendent members have been able to represent theititcents
to the same degree as all other Members of theslatiyie As-
sembly. Throughout the history of Yukon, | can tteanum-
ber of cases where Independent members have phayedy
important role in the House. Certainly — as longl @sin re-
member, at least — going back to the early 199%@=ret has
been a strong role for Independent members inHbisse. In
fact, one of our former Premiers sat as an Indegr@ndt one
point, | believe — | don’t know if | could name hjractually.
A former government leader, | believe, sat as atependent
member. There have been, certainly, cases wherebersnof
one party have left and sat as Independents. It doimk that
our Standing Orders should penalize those decisidhsk the

Does anyone else wish to speak to theStanding Orders should reflect the ability for eackmber of

this House to stand and bring forward motions febate on
behalf of their constituents. In this case partidyl the Mem-

| am pleased to stand and speak tober for Vuntut Gwitchin certainly has a history mdssion and

advocacy for his riding, and while we certainly doalways
agree on some of the things he is advocating, tilgyato do
so is unquestionable and shouldn't be fetteredhleyStanding
Orders of this House.

| think, going back to the discussion of an appiatprpo-
sition for the Independent member on the rosttrink that the
fourth position is a reasonable one, because it gwevide
assurances to not only the member, but the memben'stitu-
ents, the people of the riding of Vuntut Gwitchiere will be
the opportunity for their representative to brirggvward the

As the Premier noted, the Member for Klondike, as d@mportant issues that they ask him and send hithed_egisla-

member, has more than ample opportunity in his tesier
positions to bring motions before the floor, where @onsiders
that, on a per-member basis, he probably has npertuni-

ties than any other member in this House to brorgvérd and
debate motions. | think it is more than fair to guicthe original
motion and it's indeed prudent for us to disagreh whis

amendment and to vote against it — and | imaginecaly

leagues will be joining me in voting against thimendment
when we vote on it.

Speaker:
ment?
Amendment to Motion No. 265 negatived

Is there any further debate on the amend-

ture to discuss, so | think this is an importanttiora | think
it's one that | will certainly be supporting, andvbuld hope
that my colleagues will be joining me in supporttdé motion.
As well, | believe, based on the fact that we hadni-
mous consent to debate this motion on this day gewern-
ment business day — is indicative of the supportalbfthe
members in this House, so I'm sure members of bothOffi-
cial Opposition, the New Democratic Party, andThed Party
— the lone member of the Liberal Party — forgive, rifee
Leader of the Liberal Party — will be supportingé well.
I look forward to hearing from members about thseip-
port for this motion. With that, Mr. Speaker, Idbmmend this
motion to the House.
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Hon. Mr. Graham: | guess | hearken back to a time
when the policies and procedures in the Legislatusre
kinder and gentler. | come from that very first |stgture,
where we were elected as parties, and | can renreatlibat
time there was only one NDP and, | believe, twoek#thls and a
couple of Independents as well.

The Committee on Rules, Elections and Privilegdschvl
had the pleasure of chairing at that time, waseexély busy
trying to set up these kinds of procedures. | rebmmve had
general agreement on a number of issues, andrifertunate
to me that perhaps we haven’t managed to keeprtuition of
the Committee on Rules, Elections and Privilegegting as
often as we could. | understand there were sonfeulifes
there, but hopefully we will overcome those.

| think it should be noted, too, that this coulddeasidered
a temporary arrangement, and an arrangement ®iebisla-
tive sitting alone, because perhaps next time ther@t be any
Independents and we can revert back to the threég-gzstem.

| understand where the Leader of the Liberal Partg
coming from with respect to the seventh positian, $peaking
for myself — and I'm very happy to see that I'll B@lowing
what my leader suggested we follow — | believe thatfourth
position — it's always a good policy if you wish temain
seated up here with him. | will be supporting thistion as it
comes forward. Thank you.

Speaker:
heard on the motion?

Mr. Elias: Well, first of all, | really appreciate today’s
debate, because we've avoided the adversarial agiprand, |
think, it's another example of how we can work tige —
kind of skirted it a little bit, but we avoided tlaelversarial ap-
proach. | really appreciate the comments of everyaro
spoke today.

| think the motion today is going to reflect allréseeable
circumstances that we may deal with here in theidlative
Assembly to ensure that my constituents and Yulsaéke,
and future Independent members, are represent®¥detnes-
day’s debates.

So, on behalf of my constituents, | thank each ewelry
member here today for affording me the opportutityseek
unanimous consent and receive it and debate themmbput
forward today. Mahsi’ cho.

Speaker:  Are you prepared for the question?

Some Hon. Members:  Division.

Division
Speaker:  Division has been called.
Bells
Speaker:  Mr. Clerk, please poll the House.
Hon. Mr. Pasloski: Agree.
Hon. Mr. Cathers: Agree.
Hon. Ms. Taylor: Agree.
Hon. Mr. Graham: Agree.

Hon. Mr. Kent: Agree.

October 30, 2012
Ms. McLeod: Agree.
Hon. Mr. Istchenko: Agree.
Hon. Mr. Dixon: Agree.
Mr. Hassard: Agree.
Ms. Hanson: Agree.
Ms. Stick: Agree.
Ms. White: Agree.
Mr. Tredger: Agree.
Mr. Barr: Agree.
Mr. Silver: Agree.
Mr. Elias: Agree.
Clerk: Mr. Speaker, the results are 16 yea, nil nay.

Motion No. 265 agreed to

Speaker:  Government bills.

GOVERNMENT BILLS

Bill No. 46: Act to Amend the Income Tax Act —
Second Reading

Clerk: Second reading, Bill No. 46, standing in the
name of the Hon. Mr. Pasloski.

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: I move that Bill No. 46, entitled
Act to Amend the Income Tax Almg, now read a second time.

Speaker: It has been moved by the Hon. Premier that
Bill No. 46, entitledAct to Amend the Income Tax Alag now
read a second time.

Are there any other members who wish to be

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: It's my pleasure to introduce Bill
No. 46,Act to Amend the Income Tax Athe primary purpose
of this bill is to establish a Yukon children’s aaix credit for
parents or guardians of children involved in muait,or tutor-
ing. On April 18, 2012, this Assembly unanimouslypported
Motion No. 162 to introduce this very credit. Thredit will be
in place for the 2012 tax return.

The credit allows parents or guardians to clainmuatly, a
non-refundable amount of up to $500 per child lgen 16
years of age. If the child qualifies for the disipiamount, the
age limit is increased to 18 for children and thaximum an-
nual amount is increased to $1,000.

Eligible expenses include activities that are idesh to
improve the child’s dexterity or coordination odfén acquir-
ing and applying knowledge through artistic or ordt activi-
ties such as literary arts, visual arts, performamts, music,
media, languages, customs and heritage.

The bill also contains a consequential amendmdate
to the Yukon child benefit. The Yukon child benefi a
monthly income-tested payment, administered by Gareon-
currently with the Canada child benefit. The maximpay-
ment per child is $57.50 per month if family incornseless
than $30,000 a year. The amount is gradually redidice in-
comes above this income threshold. Yukon is reduioehave
the same administrative rules for this benefit fzes national
benefit in order for Canada to efficiently admieisthis pro-
gram. Canada recently changed the timing of paysietepa-
rated parents with shared custody, and, with thieraiment,
our legislation aligns with the federal legislatidn the past,
each parent received payments only after eithefitsteor last
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six-month period of the year. Each parent will reees0 per-
cent of their entittement for all 12 months of §ear. There is
no monetary impact to the government or individweith this

amendment. Finally, there are a few housekeepiagsek in
the bill that have no impact on the act, other tttamake sub-
section 6(29), the section containing the new tratinpler to
read.

Bill No. 46 is in keeping with our government’s ¢kare-
cord over the last 10 years to not increase ta@es.govern-
ment has a history of establishing non-refundable dredits
when they are warranted and after special congidarashat
mirrors federal legislation. For example, we miedrthe fed-
eral non-refundable children’s fitness credit. Tdredit mir-
rored a federal non-refundable credit and was pelito
Yukon taxpayers with children under 16 years of, ageunder
18 years of age if eligible for the income tax ity amount
at the beginning of the year in which the eligifiteess ex-
penses were paid. For each eligible child, thal@égaxpayer
can claim up to $500 in allowable expenses. Ifdhiéd quali-
fies for the disability amount and is under 18 geairage at the
beginning of the year, an additional amount of $%5a0 be
claimed as long as a minimum of $100 is paid ofistesgion or
membership fees for a prescribed program of phlyaiévity.

In the 2009 tax year, 1,415 Yukoners filed for thiedit,
which makes up 5.5 percent of all Yukon tax filéFee credits
claimed totalled $753,000 in that year, resulting@ibenefit of
about $50,000 being provided via the Yukon chiltzditness
tax credit.

The federal children’s tax credit benefit amountedap-
proximately $106,000, resulting in a total tax s@& to Yuk-
oners of approximately $156,000 as a result ofdbmbined
Yukon and federal children’s tax credits.

| reiterate that the objective of our three sudees¥ukon
Party governments has been to reduce the tax bdodefuk-
oners in order to put more money in working peapl@ckets
and allow them to make the decisions on what theyulsl
choose to do with that money. To this end, effeclanuary 1,
2012, we have been providing a $2,000 tax credicémegiv-
ers, caring for relatives with a disability, inclod seniors and
adults with severe disabilities. Yukoners are ndole & claim
the enhanced amount for an infirm dependant underad the
following credits: the spouse or common-law parirredit; the
child tax credit; the eligible dependant credite tbaregiver
credit; or the infirm dependant credit.

Other tax credit include the basic Yukon tax credit
everyone who files their income tax; the basic fabdax
credit; the spousal tax credit for spouses who éesa than
$10,527 per year; tax credits for eligible depetsiavho are
children under the age of 18, caregivers or infdependants.
There is a long list, and | have only mentionedaitew.

Bill No. 46 now adds to this list. Bill No. 46 mareer rec-
ognizes the importance of the arts in the live¥ wkoners and
fellow Canadians. Eligible activities include lisey arts, the
visual arts, performing arts, music, media, lang@sagustoms
and heritage, as well as activities that providécement, or
tutoring in academic subjects. A growing, prospsreaonomy
is the hallmark of all three successive Yukon Payyern-

ments, first elected 10 years ago. A growing, peosps econ-
omy has allowed us to introduce a number of taxitsesince
assuming office in 2002, and thereby lower theliarxden on
Yukoners.

This government is very proud to once again furtteesr
duce the tax burden on Yukoners and put more mamglye
pockets of taxpayers. In particular, we are pledasdik able to
assist parents partaking in activities that assishe develop-
ment of their children. With that, | commend thidl bo the
House.

Ms. Hanson: Before | start, I'd like to thank the offi-
cials from the Department of Finance who providduriafing
to me this morning on these amendments toltitceme Tax
Act.

As the previous speaker has mentioned, we joinetthén
unanimous support that the Legislative Assemblyegavthis
government motion back in April, which urged itstif estab-
lish a tax credit for parents or guardians of afeildinvolved in
music, arts or tutoring. We supported the motioenthhnd we
support the amendment, which would do two thingee, @re-
ate a Yukon income tax credit for fees for childseartistic,
cultural and similar activities, and two, allow pats who share
custody of a child to split the Yukon child benéf@-50 every
month, as opposed to the current arrangement, wiashone
parent receiving six months of the benefit, theflifis to the
other parent. That seems like an equitable and fadrevay of
doing it, so we agree with that.

As we said then, the Official Opposition is not oped to
tax credits per se. Aside from bringing forward tkeeitory’s
first comprehensive tax reform, the NDP governmeéntshe
Yukon have brought forward such items as the Yukoning
incentive program and the small-business tax cré&itP gov-
ernments have made many contributions to the iaréistd cul-
tural fabric of the Yukon, which are with us today the
Yukon Arts Centre and the Klondike Institute of Ard Cul-
ture are two examples. It was NDP governments ldththe
way in establishing childcare funding, the kidsreztion fund,
as well as important educational cultural prograliks, estab-
lishing a First Nation curriculum in our schools.

When an NDP government brought forward the kids rec
reation fund in 1999 to provide direct funding @fto $400 per
child for families earning less than $45,000 a ylearrecrea-
tional and cultural activities, this was direct dlumy as opposed
to tax credits. It's important to understand theg tost of new
legislation is ensuring value for the public’'s myrand that is
a key priority for the Yukon NDP Official Oppositio

As | said, as | understand it, and as the prevapeaker
said, the child benefit arrangement is really amiadstrative
change that costs no additional dollars. This seédmsa fine
change. It doesn’t cost us anything, so I'm noingdio spend
much time discussing it — it's really administrativ

I do have questions about whether the definitiorfpair-
ents” — which | understand to be based on fedame tax
rules — is inclusive of today’s family diversityo3 will look
forward to hearing from the minister to confirmttttae change
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recognizes the modern family diversity and includame-sex
couples.

| understand that the child tax credit will cose thovern-
ment about $20,000 a year — not much. That’s leas half
the salary of an early childhood educator or agational pro-
grammer, | would suspect. We all agree that children-
volvement in the arts, culture and music is so irtgu to their
development as human beings — making sure that lieey
come and maintain an interest in their world. Angasures to
ensure that all children throughout the Yukon, rdges of
which community they are from, their family inconasd their
cultural background — we believe that all childidgserve to
have access to arts and cultural programs. So wikdlsupport
these amendments, we do have some questions dsetbewr
the tax credit method is the most effective andraypate ave-
nue to achieve these access goals and whetherareerather
measures that would be more effective and appitepria

| am really talking here about direct funding obgrams
because, as we have seen over the last couplean$ ye
throughout this country we are seeing a growing lgefveen
rich and poor. It is one of the most profound sopilicy is-
sues that we as legislators must deal with. Ndtrgent polls,
but in-depth studies have shown that the strongorityjof
Canadians believe that the growing gap betweenaichpoor
undermines Canadian values. We know that childreingl
beneath or close to the poverty line miss out wiheomes to
recreational and cultural opportunities. So, wedvel, as the
Official Opposition, that we should use the todigovernment
to address poor children’s needs, whether it beafgropriate
shelter and food or whether it be for access ttucall and rec-
reational opportunities. This credit will amountabout $35 a
year per family. So, if you can spend $500, yod galt $115
back in taxes, of which $35 is paid by the Yukoweoment
and the remainder from the federal government. THh&35
paid out long after the bills for piano lessons,camp, et cet-
era, are paid. It's $35 whether you earn $110,00@&a& or
$22,000, which is approximately what a full-timejnimum
wage-earner receives in this territory. The casgtydou have to
spend the $500 on activities to get $35 back.

To a person earning $110,000, the $500 for art dampt
a problem. It's entirely a different matter for seome who is
just scraping by. | would submit that a Yukonernéag close
to minimum wage without benefits, struggling withet high
cost of rent and the cost of the monthly food budcfld care,
et cetera, won't likely have $500 for their childist lessons,
and they won’t get the full benefit of this tax dite A person in
this situation likely has no savings for post-setay educa-
tion, for a vacation, or for dental work, let alotie ability to
provide for art, music, or other cultural activitie

So we believe that government has a larger rofgdayp in
this society, and as it collects taxes — taxes fadiof us —
there is a responsibility to distribute this comnveealth. Gov-
ernment has many tools in its fiscal toolkit, ottiean tax cred-
its, to move toward certain policy goals, and gattrly that of
closing the gap. An example | mentioned before thaskids
recreation fund. If you look at that, it providesedt funding
for children’s activity. The fund approach is fapra accessi-

ble to low-income Yukoners than a tax credit thadves up
long after the bills are paid.

The proposed tax credit will cost, as | said egr$20,000.
At $35 family, this amounts to about 570 tax filevho can
take advantage of this — who will take advantagetios.
That's not too many Yukoners, when you think akibgt who
are going to be taking advantage of this. The duesthat
really must be asked again is will this tax crdd#éd to more
children being involved in arts and cultural pragraing?

The previous speaker mentioned the issue and listedg
list of tax credits. When | was preparing for thecdssion this
morning, and doing a bit of research in terms efnole issue
of tax incentives and tax credits, | saw an artigteDr. Sharma
called “Are Tax Incentives Cost-Effective to Promdthysical
Activity?” Initially, | thought, well, I'm glad themember oppo-
site raised the issue of physical activity and supfor that
through tax credits from this government, becauserdised
some interesting points about the effectivenegaotredits on
behaviour. He spoke to the issue of increasingipalitness
and health, which is a bit different from the issdiestimulating
activity in the arts and cultural field, but thencept in terms of
the use of the credit are related.

His article is based on a paper by a woman namellaBa
von Tigerstrom from the University of Saskatchewainjch
was published in the lateAmerican Journal of Public Health
Dr. Sharma wrote that government can hope to afffechealth
of population by using fiscal measures to give taedit for
positive behaviours and to slap punitive taxes ehawiours
that it deemed harmful. A typical example would d&etax
write-off for gym memberships, which we do hered daigher
sales taxes on fast food or sugary pop. While lmo#asures
and similar types of incentives or disincentivesynagpear
popular, the former because everyone loves taxautax re-
turns, which is clearly what the Yukon Party isusing on —
getting people to love the tax cuts — and the fdbecause
everyone likes to see the bad guys punished. Testign is
whether any such measures are actually effectidevdrether
they are actually doing anything to improve the agement
and the level of involvement of the kids who realged to be
involved in arts and cultural programming or invedvin fit-
ness programming if we simply go on the tax cregiproach
or tax cuts.

The research has shown, according to Dr. Sharnra-as
ported in theAmerican Journal of Public Healtthat the actual
outcomes are less clear than people may think.tdheredits
for enrollment and participation in physical advinclude the
federal government’s children fitness tax credierenced ear-
lier, mirrored in this territory and credits forettuse of public
transit. Several provinces and territories — ansl tirritory —
have introduced similar measures, but not for thasit. With
regard to sales tax rebates or exemptions, thoogtspecifi-
cally aimed at promoting physical activity, Ontaaod B.C.
have dabbled and reduced taxes for children’s atiorsl
clothing, footwear and bicycles. Other provinceke liSas-
katchewan and Manitoba don’t impose sales tax dowoad
range of athletic and recreational programs.
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While all these sound good at first glance, theeaesh
shows that these may not be as effective as pengalethink
and may, in fact, be rather expensive for the retur invest-
ment. She says that when a government createsedkscor
exemptions, it chooses to forego tax revenue tloatidvother-
wise be collected. Such expenditures referred taxsexpen-
ditures”, therefore, represent investments of muhlnds that
should be justified in the same way that direchsiigg is.

We're only talking, in this case, about $20,000 twmu-
latively, over the 10 years this Premier has refitto in terms
of tax credits — if you take the combined totaltioé federal,
provincial and territorial tax credits in terms fofegone reve-
nue, it does beg the question whether it's the rappropriate
way to invest in our children and in the importarafethese
initiatives in our territory.

You know, a related concern, as | have alludedstthat a
tax credit does not provide an equal benefit oemive to all
families and, clearly, may not have much of anafte lower
income groups. So the study that | referred toierasumma-
rizes that the estimated costs of the tax-basegranus in Can-
ada are substantial. So it's important to consideether these
public funds are better spent on other stratedias ¢ould in-
stead provide direct public funding to improve eational
facilities and active transportation networks, or énhance
physical activity programs in schools. It's notethgr that as
we see a decrease in government investment ingosidlivices
that provide care for the disabled, provide honre ¢ar those
people who need it in their homes, more and magegpashing
it basically to the family, to others to do it, amdturn, giving
them a small tax credit. Anybody who has ever lwadeal with
those issues in their own family knows that th@seduts never
will compensate for the foregone revenues and Her dtress
and for the lack of full-spectrum care that maypoevided to
somebody.

Similarly when you’re looking at a tax credit anoluycan’t
afford to put your child into a program, it exacatds the prob-
lem.

Really, it begs the question: if the goal is to énawore
children involved in arts and culture — and I'm ap that
that's what the Premier and the Minister of Finaresaying
here — to have them actively involved in the cdtdabric of
life, is this the best way to do it? It's a questidir. Speaker.
I’'m not asking for an answer in the context of t&bate this
afternoon.

As legislators, we have an opportunity in this Asbby to
talk about what gets the better return for citizeasvhich ap-
proach better addresses the lack of opportunitycfdldren
living at or near the poverty line. Perhaps it'sei for the
Yukon government to review its rules and fiscal swgas —
like tax credits, direct funding and applicationveén funding
— so that we can talk about and address the grogamgbe-
tween the rich and the poor in the Yukon.

As | said at the outset, and as we said last sprirrgdo
and we will support this tax credit, but we lookvi@ard to en-
gaging in a debate on the bigger issue here, whkibbw we as
legislators use our fiscal tool kit to better addrémportant

social policy goals that will benefit all Yukonerspt just a
few.

Hon. Mr. Kent: I, too, would like to thank the Pre-
mier for bringing forward this bill today, and maylust pro-
vide a little bit of context for my constituentscamembers of
the Legislative Assembly on where this came from.

Of course, the bill amends tihiecome Tax Acto create a
Yukon income tax credit for fees for children’sistit, cultural
and similar activities, and allows parents who sharstody of
a child to share the Yukon child benefit. It's datle for 2012
and later to any individual resident in Yukon whezeives the
comparable federal credit, and the shared custothndment
applies after June 2011, matching the federal amentthat it
mirrors.

Now, this was something that was brought to me when
attended a school council meeting at WhitehorsenEtgary
School earlier this year, and one of the membeth®fschool
council mentioned to me that we mirrored the attletx credit
that the federal government offered, but we didgnitror the
music, arts and tutoring one that they offered.

So | was able to speak to the Premier the next Thg.
Member for Pelly-Nisutlin put a motion before thi®use that
we were able to debate and it did receive unaningonsent of
the House. | thank all members for supporting ithat time. |
think it's a great initiative, but it's one that pplements the
activities that are already underway.

A number of programs are offered throughout govemmm
I know the Member for Whitehorse Centre referenseahe of
them, like the kids rec fund and other tax cretlits I'm sure
some of my colleagues will talk about. But whatduld like to
focus on are some of the activities that the Depamnt of Edu-
cation has undertaken with respect to tutoring,icmasd arts,
as well as one new initiative that we've launcheid tyear and
a new initiative that is contained in the 2010-hhw@al report
— new at the time, but one that is a platform cotrmant and
in my mandate letter from the Premier to expandhupo

I'd like to start by talking about some of the tihg pro-
grams and the organizations that the Departmefidatation
supports with respect to that particular activithe department
funds the home tutor program of the Learning Dig#s As-
sociation of Yukon, or LDAY. Tutoring services aoffered
outside school instructional hours at lunch, afiehool, eve-
nings, and weekends.

The department also funds tutoring through the WMunt
Gwitchin First Nation and Skookum Jim Friendshipn@e.
These programs help many First Nation students faooonnd
the Yukon improve their academic abilities. Fundiacavail-
able to support students in all 14 rural commusijtes well as
Kwanlin Dun, Ta’an Kwéch’an, and rural studentsatting
high schools here in Whitehorse. Home tutoring paotws are
designed to fit the needs of individual communitigoposals
are developed, and funds for hiring tutors are adstéred by
partnerships of local community representatives.

When it comes to music and arts, over the yearDihe
partment of Education has supported a variety o$impro-
grams throughout the Yukon. The department suppamts
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utilizes the Yukon arts adventure program, whiotonporates
a range of fine arts, such as drama, dance, vatsmland mu-
sic, in the teaching of core academic subjects. Yileon arts
adventure program focuses on the learning needbkeoftu-
dents by assisting teachers in developing and etétig rele-
vant curriculum learning outcomes that are reflectand re-
sponsive to our Yukon learners, cultures and laggsiaArtists
work with teachers on an individual basis to depelich cul-
tural materials and experiences to ensure thatéesiare meet-
ing curriculum learning outcomes.

Together, they are helping students as they devilep
knowledge and skills for successfufadentury citizenship.

lies; a toy-lending library; computer lab accessgoams; open
gym nights; Breakfast for Learning; and family mstion and
arts.

So, Mr. Speaker, those are a number of programsnénd
tiatives that are already underway to supplemeratwhe’re
here to talk about today, which is the additioradéx credit to
help parents who are paying for music, arts orrigo The
program that was launched by the previous YukotyRgov-
ernment that I'd like to speak about briefly is tbearning To-
gether program, which is an early learning projeat prepares
children for kindergarten. It was a pilot projeltht commenced
during the 2010-11 year. You can find it in the aalrreport —

The arts adventure brings MAD into the elementaryChapter 1, New Initiatives — the Department of Eation

schools, or the music, art and drama program. iBhised by
artists to engage students in learning. The sesslewelop and
enhance critical and analytical skills for eachrhea. Using art
to deliver a curriculum provides teachers with som ensure a
student’s physical health and well-being, sociamnpetence,
emotional maturity, cognitive development and comioation
skills are also being addressed. The success dédneer is at
the heart of the philosophy of Yukon arts adventure

In addition, the department also provides fundiog the

annual report, I'm referring to — for 2010-11. $gain, it was
a pilot project that commenced at Selkirk Elemgng&ehool in
Whitehorse to help expose pre-kindergarten childoehigh-
quality learning activities with their parents @regivers. The
learning together program was developed to aseistigy chil-
dren in their transition into the school environmen this pro-
gram, prekindergarten children, ages 3 to 5, aceessgh-
quality learning environment that will help themnkét from
social interactions while adults who accompany theann new

Yukon Summer Music Camp Society and the Rotary Blusiways to support learning.

Festival. Music, art and drama and dance gradesl? t— or,
the MAD program as it is more commonly referredvbjch is
run out of the Wood Street Centre School here irit&brse
— is a unique performing arts program that provigeslents
with credit courses including English, social sagliphysical
education, theatre performance and a choice betweeeral
fine arts and applied skill courses. It's a progridmat is avail-
able to all Yukon students — that’s in the MAD gead® and
10. In the MAD grades 11 and 12, students receigdits for
English, social studies, fine arts and theatrequerance and
prepare three productions during the course ofémeester.

This program is open to all Yukon students in gsadl#&
and 12 and is administered through the Wood St@ztitre
School.

I'll just take a little bit of time to speak abotlte whole
child program. In an effort to develop a true comityuschool,
including preschool children living in the downtowatchment
area at the time, the administration and staff dfitéhorse
Elementary School developed a plan to implementhalev
child program for the 2001-02 school year.

The project is realized through the effective camaton
of services from local child-serving agencies anstifutions
and the development of improved community capacitye
project is governed by a board comprised of alth&f major
partners, including the Department of Educationaltheand
Social Services, LDAY, Council of Yukon First Nat® as
well as Yukon Family Services Association and otbrgianiza-
tions.

The program helps provide caregivers and childrgh &
sense of well-being, belonging and social respdlitgibt also
helps develop creativity, language skills and éitsr. Parents
and caregivers who attend Learning Together ppetiei in
age-appropriate learning activities with the chéldied by an
early-learning educator. Activities are grouped iatvariety of
areas like dramatic play, literacy and crafts. basg Together
also features speakers for parents such as athkildpist from
the Child Development Centre about the stages itd devel-
opment. Learning Together began in early May amd watil
June 11, 2011, three mornings a week on a dropsisb

During our election campaign of last year, one loé t
things that we committed to — and it's includedriyg mandate
letter as Minister of Education — is to expand thatgram,
and that’'s something that | have the departmervedgtiook-
ing at right now for the 2013-14 school year. Otise, with
this one located in Whitehorse and the successabae seen
here, my primary focus is to look at rural Yukondasome
communities out there where we can introduce thégiam
and build on its success here in Whitehorse armvaibr the
same type of success in rural Yukon.

| should say that this program is offered in a nambf
other jurisdictions | heard about during educatimmister
meetings | attended in July, and their successdsiiented as
well.

The one program that I'd like to talk about that'wee
launched this year — and | should give full credithe person
who brought this to my attention, Ms. Johanne Koséo is

In September 2006, the whole child program was exmarried to a local outfitter, and who set up ancamionent with

panded to Elijah Smith Elementary School. Somehef key
components of the whole child project are as folow com-
munity coordinator, which is a full-time person deded 70
percent to the whole child project; a whole chidaurce cen-
tre; parenting classes; library program for chitdand fami-

me to introduce me to Destination Imagination. Dediton
Imagination, or DI, is a team-based problem-solvimggram
where students apply creativity, collaborationticai thinking,
and conflict resolution to solve open-ended chgksnin a
tournament format. We did have an official attehd tvorld
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championships in Knoxville, Tennessee in May, lidad it
was, and he came back and was raving about whahd®un-
tered there. He made the choice to advance thigqgtreery
easy for me as minister. Four schools will paripin the
Destination Imagination pilot in the 2012-13 schgeér, cul-
minating in a Yukon DI tournament in the springoffrthere,
department staff will evaluate the program and iarsim-
plementing the program across the territory for 204.3-14
school year.

the House, in support of this particular tax creditlot has
been said here earlier today about support foreetim, art
and culture, all of which speaks to the very impoce that
these elements play in our day-to-day life — arallygin sup-
port of our families and enriching the lives of lkeaxd our chil-
dren throughout each of our communities.

| am very pleased to support this bill and | alssntvo put
on the record that, in addition to a number ofitfigatives that
the Minister of Education has just articulatedph, would like

Training for teachers, volunteer team managers antb just talk about some of the initiatives that thekon Party

Yukon’s affiliate DI director will occur in early dvember
2012. Before the holiday break, students will fdmo teams,
start learning about DI concepts and will work tihge to solve
instant challenge exercises. So, come January whatre an-
ticipating is that teams will begin to prepare the March
competition. | will inform the House that the foschools that
are participating are Ross River, Christ the Kirngnientary
School, Hidden Valley Elementary School and Elifamith

Elementary School. | am very hopeful that this paog proves
to be very successful, as successful as the Yuk&m& sci-

ence fair that we currently offer or the bridge l#img which

brings experiential learning to the schools.

Although | don’t have copies of the brochure foegwne,
| would invite members of the House to visit thesbeation
Imagination website easily accessible through $eargyines
and take a look at what they have to offer. | kriblas been a
tremendous success where it is offered throughwaitUnited
States and it has a number of distinguished graduatluding
Maélle Ricker, who was a gold medallist at the 2¥Ehcou-
ver Olympics for Canada. | read that in their broehtoday.

Just to respond again to issues raised by the nreopipe-
site — and I’'m sure many of my colleagues will lgriflorward
some of the program spending that they're resptddy in
their departments or that they see in their comtiemi— this
tax credit really supplements a lot of the great exciting and
extremely important initiatives that are alreadydeway
throughout the territory.

With that, I'd like to again thank the Premier amg col-
leagues for the quick action on the motion to mowethis. |
thank all members of the House for unanimous supqud |

government has invested in over the last 10 ydareeally
sprawls across the spectrum of the respective gowvemt de-
partments and agencies involved in support of Yukfaidren,
enriching their day-to-day lives.

When | served as Minister of Tourism and Cultuheré
were a humber of enhancements that were made aochber
of new initiatives that were created during ountén office —
our respective two terms in office. This tax creditlly builds
upon those initiatives that the Education minigtas already
spoken to, and which I'm about to speak to as welhnd I'm
sure the remainder of our colleagues will be spaptad in their
areas of importance.

In the Department of Tourism and Culture, there are
whole host of initiatives that go in direct suppdrhere is just
shy of $3 million in support of contribution agreemts, in
support of arts- and culture-related organizatitiveg provide
programming on a daily basis in support of Yukotists, in
support of children, subscribing to arts prograngramd many
other institutions across this great territory.

When we take a look within the Department of Tauris
and Culture, there are a number of initiatives. @itétive, in
particular, is the enhancements that were madenabei of
years ago. In fact, | think it was just shy of $@WD, in addi-
tion to what is already made on an annual basisupport of
arts programming through the arts operating fuhchugh the
arts fund, through the Artist in the School programd the
touring artist fund, to be specific.

In particular, though, with respect to the Artist the
School program, | was very proud to be able to robahe
support that had been provided by previous goventsnéo the

look forward to seeing thifict to Amend the Income Tax Act tune of about $25,000. We were able to enhanceahatial

come into effect — come through the process, thirading
and royal assent, prior to the end of this fatirsit

Mr. Silver: I'll be brief. The Liberal caucus will be
supporting Bill No. 46, which introduces a non-medable
credit for children under the age of 16 enrolledaim eligible
arts or cultural program. This matches the childes tax
credit that was developed some years ago. Thistoredld
include artistic or cultural programming, such adldi or mu-
sic lessons. To all the parents out there listeniagnember to
keep your receipts for these activities, as they beneeded at
tax time.

Hon. Ms. Taylor: | am very pleased to speak to Bill
No. 46. It really is a continuation of a motion thaas pre-
sented — | believe it was earlier this spring —dwy side of

investment to about $100,000 per year. It hasyealhbled us
as a government organization to expand the levelrisf pro-
gramming in many of our schools throughout theittany. At
that, we were able to expand the number of progaragable
to schools that didn’t necessarily subscribe tgmms due to
a lack of resources.

In turn, it has not only helped enhance the degfgero-
gramming made available to our children — to ourdeht
population — but it has also helped enhance wagased by
Yukon artists themselves, who provide the programgmin
each of our schools. In order for them to prepare their
courses and for their work, it has enabled themgo increase
the number of hours of instruction time throughamany of our
schools in the territory. As a result, we have bable to pro-
vide a whole host of arts programming in our schpobt nec-
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essarily made available in the past due to othessures on
other resources.

So we have really been able to expand the artsraumog
ming in schools, specifically in rural Yukon. Harethe City
of Whitehorse, we are blessed with a whole hostamn¢hole

it's during the holidays — but these two are redigiping
reach out to many children at a very reasonablierddble
cost. Again, this is not only serving as anothemree of recrea-
tion, so to speak, but it is really enriching theiinds through
learning about the history and heritage of eachusfcommu-

continuum of arts programming choices made avalablnities and how they can contribute to the heritsgetor on a

through the City of Whitehorse and many other oizgtions,
but the Artist in the School program has reallypleel.

Again, when it comes to this particular bill, | jusanted
to say that it's not just simply about a tax credlits really
building upon that tool kit, as the Leader of thiical Oppo-
sition would say. It's adding another tool withimat kit to ex-
pand options available to children.

When we talk about other programs — the Yukon Eds
Venture program offered by the Department of EdonafThe
Minister of Education spoke about that but, agatupled with
the Artist in the School program and many otheithink that
we have really been able to grow the cultural itdes right
here at home. Of course, that means additionabiogtior our
children to take a look at beyond the school ctasmsr, but
beyond as a life choice and as a life professitiat's where in
fact those investments carry on — through the Diepamt of
Tourism and Culture and the Department of Econdbegel-
opment are a whole host of programs and fundinghar@sms
in support of many artists on many different scalgsether it's
by direct contributions or through arts organizasio

The Klondike Institute of Art and Culture is oneaexple
of how that has really helped fuel a very innovatand crea-
tive partnership between the First Nation governiieetween
Yukon College, between the institute itself andwesstn the
city and the residents themselves in coming up With very
first school of visual arts north of 60 to be seéerCanada’s
north. Again, | would just like to thank the Mirgstof Educa-
tion for extending that programming for anotherethryears
through a recent extension of that program. Agaicarries on
that continuum of programming that's made availafslam
preschoolers, through school and beyond school aihags a
profession of choice. It's those investments, mgaiade by
organizations such as Klondike Institute of Art a@dlture,
Dawson City Arts Society, the Yukon Arts Centre reldhere
are many, many other organizations — the All CignB Soci-
ety as well. | have a number of constituents whorizgeto that
particular organization, which has really leveragee interest
of many students throughout many of our schoolshiwit
Whitehorse, for example — and others, to be siirbas pro-
vided an avenue through which to show their giftgheir tal-
ents — outside of the territory and to really béeab practise
and to be able to play and be able to expand theéative lega-
cies with other youth and children from other paftshe coun-
try.

Museums, First Nation cultural centres — againotigh
the Yukon government, we're very pleased to comtimur
annual investments in not only capital contribusiobut also
ongoing operation and maintenance of those paatidoktitu-
tions and how those monies have also facilitatetdmem’s
camps and heritage programming being made avaitalhil-
dren during the day, whether it's during the summarether

professional basis, if that's how they choose towg@n they
choose a profession.

I know there was some discussion earlier this aften
about how investments in our active and healttestifles have
contributed to the quality of life that Yukonersvieacome to
know. We continue to invest in recreation. | kndvere was
some discussion about the kids recreation funcaritwo again
put on the record that it was the Yukon Party gorent that
was able to really initiate a substantive increasthat recrea-
tion fund over the years, from approximately $100,00
$220,000, which is where it currently sits. Thatsveasubstan-
tive increase but a great investment in kids remeanabling
kids who may not necessarily have the financial meda par-
ticipate in games of hockey and soccer and so ,famth this
fund gives them the means. | certainly applaud ithisative
and appreciate the fine work that many of our oizgtions
have done toward expanding recreation programmirtagp-
portunities for all Yukoners.

The Yukon active living strategy, which we just eaty
renewed earlier this summer, also places a grephasis on
childhood obesity and how we really need to addenfocus
working in collaboration with Education, DepartmeifitHealth
and Social Services through the wellness strategly raany,
many other organizations, in really placing emphasi what
we can do to instill that culture of active livimg our families
on a day-to-day basis. In fact, in this supplemsrivadget that
will be tabled here shortly, an increase in supmdrthe re-
newed active living strategy is reflected. So, dllselook for-
ward to debating those particular dollar investraent

Again, it goes toward on-the-ground after-schoob-pr
gramming specifically. It has been recognized tiat, the
large part, the most vulnerable time of a childay deally falls,
interestingly enough, between the period of 3:06:69 in the
afternoon into the early evening. That is why wallyeneed to
focus on the after-school programming to reallygkeer kids
active and out of trouble and doing healthy adgeit so that
we're able to reach those specific physical agtitéirgets that
have been for children, youth, and also our adts seniors.

We remain very focused, specifically on providingp
grams and training in rural Yukon, with that foarsthat criti-
cal after-school time period. Again, how do we His? Well,
we work in collaboration with many non-governmergamiza-
tions to provide those programs and training in dfykand to
really focus on that multi-sectoral framework fatian to as-
sist our children and our youth to become morevactnd
healthy in all of our communities.

Interestingly enough, | just attended the EldenfetRec-
reation Association’s fall gathering recently. Wher talk
about investments in children, it's important teést through
the continuum of life. The fall gathering just laseek was
incredible. There must have been over 150 indivgloger the
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age of 55 who were in attendance, many of whomgsated

in the Canada Senior Games. Our territory realgnehduring
the recent national games held earlier this sumo@ming in

third overall in the country. | pay tribute to intuals and
organizations like that who do so much. They woikhvthe

Yukon Council on Aging and they work with many athpart-

ners to initiate programming that is attractive aesponsive to
rural communities — and it is making a differennethe lives
and the longevity of lives in the territory — jusuching upon
some of those investments that we have made.

Of course, any investment when it comes to reapati
music, art, tutoring — these are all very essettigdgs. | can
say as a mom of a seven-year old, I've really ctorienow the
growing importance of all these investments madgs in-
credible the number of choices available to chitditeese days
that weren’t available when | was growing up in ffewn of
Watson Lake, back then. We've come a long way,thete’s
more that we need to do.

These are all great investments that will carryfemthe
rest of our lives. So, without sounding repetitose all of the
great benefits of this particular bill, | just wadtto thank the
Minister of Finance for bringing forth this impontzbill — and
again, this is but one tool within the kit itseifterms of adding
on those investments that build on the qualityifefthat we as
Yukoners have come to know.

So | commend this bill to the Legislature and Iddor-
ward to hearing from my colleagues and the remaiofi¢he
opposition members too.

Hon. Mr. Dixon: I was having duelling speaking
terms with the Member for Mount Lorne-Southern LsakKés a
pleasure to rise and speak to this bill. It's arpamant bill.
Before | speak about the bill itself, | wanted peak a little bit
about the genesis of the bill and how this camiget@and some
of the driving factors behind it.

Of course, as members will recall, in April earlibis year
the Member for Pelly-Nisutlin made a motion thaged the
Government of Yukon to establish a tax credit fargmts or
guardians of children involved in music, arts ototing. Of
course, this hill is then the culmination of therlvalone as a
result of that motion and its acceptance in theddou

Part of the background of this particular tax dréslithat
it's based upon some work done previously at tder@ level
in developing a tax credit of this type and, ptiorthat, there
was a tax credit developed specifically to encoarnpgrents to
involve their children in physical activities anglosts. That tax
credit has been very successful and has been sagpordate
at the federal level and, of course, was followpdon by this
government in reflecting the success of that taxlicby adopt-
ing one of our own.

I know that the Leader of the Official Oppositioachsome
comments about the efficacy of tax credits and hdrebr not
they were an appropriate tool for encouraging hgaltehav-
iour. | had to point out that she is not the fistask this ques-
tion, and it has been considered by a number derdift
groups and individuals. In fact, in 2006, the fedlgovernment
convened an expert panel to review the childreitree$s tax

credit and, of course, reported very positively whthat tax
credit. If I may, | would quote from the chair dfat expert
panel in saying that they felt that, “we passiolyabelieve the
tax credit is an important component of what mestatbroader
strategy to encourage activity among young peophe tax
credit can be a catalyst that supports programsciiddren,
increased levels of activity, and hopefully — &lbhg love of
active lifestyles for thousands of young Canadians.

She goes on to say that, “Through this tax cut,Réderal
Government is helping to encourage children toigtt the
habit of daily physical activity. Stakeholders hantormed us
that this physical activity habit — once startedis—one that
people often maintain their entire lives.” | thitilat's an excel-
lent quote with regard to the efficacy of that patar tax
credit. That is relevant here today because, ofssyuhis par-
ticular tax credit is for arts and tutoring, amauiter things.
The logic behind this bill was applied to the fealegovern-
ment’s children fitness tax credit, so the commdmgse are
relevant.

And of course, this is not coming from any randatizen;
this is of course from an expert in the field, Bellie Leitch,
who is a pediatric and orthopedic surgeon and socéte pro-
fessor of surgery. | should also note that shes® alow the
Member of Parliament for a riding in Ontario, thanme of
which escapes me.

But I think the important part for members of thisuse to
note is that that tax credit, the physical fitnéss credit for
children, at the federal level has been very sigfaband we
can anticipate that this particular tax credit viié met with
equal success.

One of the important things about getting childien
volved with artistic and cultural activities is ththere are obvi-
ously some aspects of personal development and- well
roundedness, but | think it's also important toogtze the
importance of those sectors to the Yukon’s econolt’sy.an
often dismissed or not a highlighted aspect ofemamomy, but
it's an important part, and it's an important paftYukon’s
economic diversity to have such a robust culturalsical, and
arts-based economy here in the territory.

Now, of course, this bill amends thecome Tax Actand it
does it to create a tax credit for fees for chitdseartistic, cul-
tural and similar activities, and allows, of couyrparents who
share custody of a child to share the Yukon chéddfit. When
parents choose to engage their children in thesskbf activi-
ties, as | said, they're not only helping them depehe skills
and well-roundedness that we associate with athebdestyle,
but it also prepares them for the possibility ofegimg that sec-
tor of the economy.

The Department of Economic Development does afsigni
cant amount of work, | think, in developing thattes of the
economy — the artistic sector — and we do thatmumber of
ways.

One of the ways we do that is through the Film Sodnd
Commission. The goals of the Yukon film and soumeentive
programs are to increase the level of film and gowtording
production in Yukon, to maximize Yukon employmeppor-
tunities in the Yukon film and sound industries,vesl as as-
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sisting the development of professional careershose two
industry sectors. It is those two industry sectbett | think a
lot of the children who participate — it's their neats who
access this kind of tax credit program that’s ia till before
the House today who would see their children ultetyaenter
into one of these sectors.

During the 2011-12 fiscal year, $364,697.20 in fngd
was approved under the programs under the FilmSodd
Commission to support a variety of film and soundjexts.
Since the inception of the Department of Economév&op-
ment in 2003, over $5.03 million was awarded to flf6 and
sound-related projects and initiatives.

These programs support local, national and intemnak
film productions that provide film industry jobs Wukon and
give Yukoners opportunities to gain knowledge, Iskénd ex-
perience. Yukon’s music industry members are alswiged
with support for sound recording projects thatterttheir ca-
reer development in the industry. Through the YuKihm
training initiative, training opportunities are neadvailable that
foster career development for script writers, pomts, direc-
tors and film crew. The financial support for thigining com-
plements the mandates and initiatives of the léalindustry
organizations. Yukon continues to prove itself ggemier film
location, with a number of diverse productions ding the
territory as a backdrop for their film projects,daaur music
industry continues to grow and enjoy successfulceds and
tours throughout Canada and around the world.

The Yukon government is pleased — and of coursen |
pleased, to continue to support these programs paadde
opportunities for career and industry growth, whalghancing
economic diversification to the Yukon. Like | saitls impor-
tant to recognize that this, in its own way, doesoeirage a
type of economic diversification.

As | said, a number of the programs that exist urkde
Film and Sound Commission are aimed at encourabiege-
velopment of the artistic and cultural industryvinkon.

One of them, of course, is the Yukon film locatioeen-
tive. For the 2011-12 budget, $53,063 was spernhanincen-
tive program, and that Yukon film location incemtj\wf course,
encourages production companies from outside Y ukofiim
in Yukon and hire and train Yukoners. There aree¢htompo-
nents to the incentive program — the first is thekdnh spend
rebate, which is aimed at television programs visien mov-
ies, documentaries and feature films — but not cencials, |
might add. They're eligible for a rebate of up t6 Rercent
below the line Yukon spend, provided criteria aret.nThe
second component is the training rebate, whiclinied at pro-
ductions — and once again, not commercials — thateigi-
ble for rebate of up to 25 percent of wages paiohdividuals,
providing onset training for eligible Yukon labouFhe third
component is the travel rebate, which is aimedratiyctions
— this time including commercials — that are ellgibor a 50-
percent rebate on travel costs, subject to a ptgerin dollar
and dollar maximum, depending on the productiomtyp

This year, as | mentioned, of the amount distridutbere
were two specific applicants and recipients. One e Na-
tional Film Board of Canada; the other was Shafigsiur-

doch Incorporated. Another program that we haveeurte
Film and Sound Commission, for the encouragementhisf
industry, is the Yukon film development fund. Undke film
development fund, up to 50 percent of actual Yukspendi-
tures to a maximum of $35,000, or 33 percent ddltptoject
expenses — whichever is the lesser — is availabl¥ukon
residents or Yukon corporations to assist with ¢bst of de-
velopment of film projects in Yukon. The applicastrequired
to have marketplace support in the form of a braatddevel-
opment agreement or distribution arrangement. Aditiehal
$10,000 is available to an applicant if the broatiraor dis-
tributor requires more senior personnel who areawatlable in
Yukon to be attached to the project, and the siaglgicant or
recipient of those funds this year was Mackenzi&aDiilms,
which received $35,000 from the 2011-12 budget.

Another program is the Yukon film production furdn-
der that fund up to $500,000 per project is avédlab Yukon
corporations with significant financial and creatisontrol over
a film project to assist with the cost of producitg film in
Yukon. The applicant is required to have marketplagpport
in the form of a broadcast licence or a distriboigmrangement.
Requests for amounts over the maximum of $500,08Gab-
ject to Management Board approval. For productisakely
controlled by a Yukon resident or corporation, tantribu-
tions will be based on 30 percent of Yukon expemds or 30
percent of the total production costs, whichevethis lesser.
For co-productions, the contribution will be based 30 per-
cent of Yukon expenditures or 20 percent of thaltptoduc-
tion costs, whichever is the lesser. The loan apptior recipi-
ent for that program this year was Cold Paradisaldstions,
which | am sure many members in this House — | kiooe or
two at least were at the screening of last nighticiv high-
lighted the experience of a humber of Filipino ingnaints to
Yukon and their general integration activities e tterritory.
As | said, Cold Paradise Productions received &81f6r that
particular project.

Additionally, under the Yukon film training initiste, up
to $3,000 per person per year is available to Yulesidents
for training for a career in the film industry. Apmants must
have demonstrated a commitment to a career irfihis such
as significant recent course work and/or work eiguese.
Yukon film industry organizations are also eligilite funding
to support local film workshops. A nhumber of prageeapplied
for and received funding under this initiative. Ttegal ap-
proved amounts for 2011-12 were $162,923. Amongstie
cessful applicants were the Dawson City Arts Sgciethich
hosted an international short film festival, as Iva training
and workshops. The Northern Film and Video Indugtsgo-
ciation hosted the gold rush productions, the filrew training
project. An individual, Celia McBride, received serdollars
for a project on women in the director’s chair.

The Yukon Film Society conducted an intensive whods
with the National Film Board. An individual, Naomfark — a
friend of mine, actually — received some moneydqgrrogram
at Langara College, and Jacob Moeller from HumbelieGe
had a project as well. Finally, the Klondike Inst# of Art and
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Culture also participated in the Dawson City Intdional
Short Film Festival.

An additional program that is available to Yukonershe
Yukon filmmaker’'s fund. Under the filmmaker's fundp to
$8,000 per applicant is available to Yukon residefot film
and video professionals and that is to assist tinedeveloping
viable careers in the film industry. There are tintakes per
year, in June and December, and there were a nuofilgo-
jects that were funded this year. Total approvedwats for
2011-12 were $46,135.

Switching gears just a little bit, the Film and 8duCom-
mission also provides a number of opportunitieslémal re-
cording artists to further their careers and dqvetweir pro-
jects. The Yukon sound recording program suppbesvtukon
sound recording industry by providing financial iakmce for
demo and full-length sound recording projects. €hare two
intakes per year for that program — May 1 and Ndveni.
There are two components to the sound recordingrano.
There is the professional demo recording of up 20 for
producing a CD with a minimum of two tracks, ordiminutes.
Then, of course, there is the professional soundrding of up
to $5,000 for producing a CD with a minimum of siacks, or
20 minutes.

There were a number of successful applicants this.
won't go through them all, but there were a fewt thevanted
to highlight for a number of reasons. One of theas Wordie
Tentree, whose project was titled “Gypsy Wind”. Thas a
successful project, and | know that Gordie Tenises popular
local artist that many members will certainly benfar with.
The one | wanted to highlight as well, one | alsal the pleas-
ure of meeting and speaking with, was Emily Rosisp was
actually the youngest-ever recipient of this progr&he actu-
ally had to have her mother make the applicatiohembehalf.
She’s only 13 years old. So the name of the applidar for-
mal reasons, is her mother, Lisa Ross. But, ofsmuhe fund-
ing was intended for Emily Ross. As | said, shhis youngest-
ever recipient of this fund and an exceptional yplady with a
very bright career in the industry ahead of hewoluld also
note that Ms. Ross will, | assume, likely accesrher par-
ents will likely access — the tax credit that'stire bill before
the House currently, as she is a young artist atattly the
kind of person we like to see representing the stryuin the
territory.

| see you're signalling, Madam Chair, that my tirmeun-
ning out, so | will wrap up, but | did want to fihamake note
of the fact that there are a number of programsutgin which
the Department of Economic Development providespstip
for industry professionals, and | think that thil Will do an
excellent service toward the industry in encourggyoung
people to get involved in the arts and music ardl fieto that
industry that is so well-loved and well-respectadthe terri-
tory.

As | said before, | tend to take a particular argiethese
sorts of things because of my role as Minister obribmic
Development, but | do think that it's importantHighlight that
that industry is so important to our economy andhi diver-
sity of our economy.

Seeing my time elapse, | will conclude by sayingt tham
happy to commend this bill to the House, and | widike to
thank the Member for Pelly-Nisutlin for his initiahotion,
which created the momentum for this bill. | woukklto thank
the Minister of Finance as well for bringing it ¥eard to the
House and ultimately creating a tax credit that treastainly
will be well-used by Yukon families.

Speaker: Order please. The members time has
elapsed.
Ms. Stick: | rise today to speak to this bill, but I must

say that after a refreshing ability yesterday tecdss, debate
and get through two second readings, two Committédle
Whole, | am just sensing a real déja vu going am lamd hope
that we would have been able to get through batlaytol am
standing up to say that we supported the motionnwheame
forward, and we support the bill now. We understeunt the
intention of it is and believe that. Our only issgethat there
has to be a recognition that for many families this not ap-
ply to them. I am thinking particularly of familiesn social
assistance, who do not have access to funds ohmayaccess
through the kids recreation fund once in a year.

That funding usually runs out before the year is$. du
would like to see more creative ways of providingding for
those families — whether that would be through aloassis-
tance — where they are given a family pass to theaGa
Games Centre, which would give them access as iyfendo
swimming — it doesn’t even have to be classes sgdes; it's
just being able to get out and be active as a famisome of
these great facilities we have. Other ways wouldehsuring
there are spots in different programs and clasgksre youth
and family can apply to be entered into that withieaving to
pay the fees that are necessary.

That's all | have, Mr. Speaker. We support thisg ave
support the motion and would like to get on withn@oittee of
the Whole and see this move forward.

Hon. Mr. Graham: | apologize to my colleague, but |
had to answer, in some manner, the Member for BRaler
South there.

| also want to make mention of the fact that thader of
the Official Opposition made mention of the reshattat sur-
rounds the idea of the impact of the increase fivigcthrough
the use of tax incentives, such as those we'réniglabout here
today. | also read that research and | agree véthtdna great
extent; however, what we're talking about here yodaonly
one small part of that whole puzzle of expenditucesncour-
age young people to do things. | also want to bupgome of
the things that we as the Department of Health@melal Ser-
vices are doing for young people. One of the reagamanted
to do it at this time is because it also includess ¢arly child-
hood education portion that we talked about in Qaederiod
here today. Also, some leading health researchedig that,
if current trends continue unabated, today’s geimraf chil-
dren will be the first in history who will live shier, less
healthy lives than do their parents.
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Most of the research seems to indicate that thgoreéor
this is that children are not becoming involvectlithey used
to. Too much time is spent in front of the TV andront of the
computer — gaming and things like that. So it'syyerery
important that we continue doing the things thatevdoing to
get people involved. Being involved has a wholet lnd$mpor-
tant ramifications and, from my point of view esjadlg, one is
on the health system. The only way that we as riéder are
going to be able to reduce the cost of health icatiee territory
is for our young people to become healthier antheee less
need for the health care system — the acute heaithsystem
— in their declining years. It's only by having e healthier
as they grow older that we will reduce the costedlth care.

To this end, this government is making several irtgu
investments, | believe, in the young people of yod&e've
increased dramatically our supports for familieshwdisabili-
ties. We are doing a lot of funding for sibling eafor family
counselling and referrals for therapeutic servifsin-home
care. Especially we are doing specialized inteivest for
children with complex needs. We've also increasead, said in
Question Period today, the funding for the ChildvElepment
Centre, which | think is extremely important becagain, it
involves children.

One of the questions that also came up: Why arg@ute
ting so much of the focus on children and familid¢® re-
search — again referring to the Leader of the @ifi©pposi-
tion’s comments — which has shown that, with a getadit in
life and continued support through adolescence aady
adulthood, the lifelong benefits in terms of heattre, work-
force participation and the quality of communitjeliis en-
hanced considerably.

I would also like to just quickly go through somgtbe
other things. The wellness strategy that was reteas little
while ago will go, | believe, a long way in redugithe impact
of our sedentary lifestyle on young children — inthencour-
aging people or young children to become involve,only in
recreational activities but in the arts and culture

Again, being involved is the important thing. Being
volved keeps children away from those other adtisithat are
inappropriate. | know the Minister of Community @ees
talked about the danger period between 3:00 an@l. g:6is is
one of the things that the wellness strategy isniding to ad-
dress as well. We're also talking about early dioldd devel-
opment and our investments in young people throegtty
childhood development. I'm sorry | didn't have teefacts
available to us in Question Period, but over thery¢here have
been huge increases in the early childhood devetopimudget
over the whole spectrum. What we’re currently doimayv is
giving not only direct operating grants, but wagésdies.
One of the comments | made today is the difficuliyh in-
creasing those direct wage subsidies, or those Qfa@ts, is
because of the variety of salaries and wages teabeing paid
to early childhood educators.

We have some level 3 operators being paid in exoéss
$35 an hour in some of our early childhood develepircen-
tres, and yet others being paid only $14 an hoomw& have to
work with these childcare facilities to learn exaathy these

things are happening and what's happening withstitesidies
that are being paid by this government. | shouldehgartially
answered this afternoon that until those thingsstnaghtened
out and until we have a dialogue with these childazentres,
we won'’t be increasing anything dramatically in thery near
future.

| also thought that it was important to mention thet that
we've increased funding for the Child Developmerégne
quite a bit over the last few years. | look forwémcannouncing
a very large increase for them in the coming ykapent some
time at the Child Development Centre with my gramdand
have found that the early stimulation for childian not only
recreational pursuits at the Child Development €xnbut
some of the artistic pursuits are absolutely wofudiek encour-
age anybody with a little bit of time to take adtage of going
there and seeing what these people are doing hatlchildren,
because it is absolutely phenomenal.

| guess, to wind up, | support this bill. | realitbat it is not
going to do everything that we want it to do, big at least
one of the things that is important in the ovepaditure of as-
sisting child development in the territory. I conmdethis bill
to the House, Mr. Speaker.

Ms. McLeod: | want to thank the Member for Pelly-
Nisutlin for bringing this motion forward last Aprand, of
course, the Minister of Finance for bringing thid forward
today.

It allows for a tax credit for parents or guardianbo
chose to foster their child’s involvement in artsdacultural
activities along the same lines as what is donenvthey want
to participate in sports. Whether you live in a Broammunity
or a large one, a really rich arts and culture sagnattracts
people to your community. It enhances their expeeeof liv-
ing in your community and it really works for evenge.

Fostering a child’s creative mind is good for cheldl. It
stimulates and develops the imagination and thealkithink-
ing that that needs. It refines cognitive and déveatkills. It has
a tremendous impact on the developmental growtkewvefy
child and has proven to help level the learninddfiacross
socio-economic boundaries. It strengthens problarirgg and
critical thinking skills, adding to the overall aknic
achievement and school success. It develops a sérsafts-
manship, quality task performance and goal setfintpaches
children important life skills, such as developiag informed
perception, articulating a vision, learning to soproblems and
make decisions. It builds self-confidence and dgdtipline.
Because it's good for our children, it's good fociety.

It nurtures values that are important to each cdsi¥ uk-
oners and Canadians, such as respecting alternatiwgoints
and appreciating other cultures. In Canada, akliewf gov-
ernment clearly recognize the value of supporthmg arts and
culture sector. Governments know that an investnoén$l
helps to generate nearly five times that in ecowoadtivity
and generates about 600,000 jobs.

So, support for the development of arts programsane,
really, the best way to develop arts programs isrsure par-
ticipation. | trust every member of the Legislatean see the
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value and importance of supporting parents in dgiefy the
art and culture of their child, and | thank you,.8peaker.

Mr. Hassard: It's an honour and a privilege to rise
today in support of Bill No. 46Act to Amend the Income Tax
Act. Bill No. 46 will allow the government to estalflig@ tax
credit for parents and guardians of children inedhin music,
arts or tutoring. This credit would mirror the ahién’s art tax
credit in the 2011 federal budget introduced, altmyparents
to claim a non-refundable tax credit based on aawetnof up
to $500 in eligible expenses per child paid in fle@r. The
credit is available for the enrolment of a childons under 16
years of age at the beginning of the year in agitdé program
of artistic, cultural, recreational or developméeiaiztivities.

An example of what this might do for Yukoners —
2007, the Yukon government introduced a non-refbledehil-
dren’s fithess tax credit. The credit mirrored federal non-
refundable credit that was provided to Yukon taxgaywith
children under 16 years of age or under 18 yeaemyef if eli-
gible for the income tax disability amount at thegimning of
the year in which an eligible fitness expense wad.p

For each eligible child, the taxpayer can claimta$500
in allowable expenses. If the child qualifies fbe tdisability
amount and is under 18 years of age at the begjnoiirnthe
year, an additional amount of $500 can be clairasdpng as
the minimum of $100 is paid on registration or menship
fees for the prescribed program or physical agtivit the 2009
tax year, 1,415 Yukoners filed for this credit, wlhiis ap-
proximately 5.5 percent of all Yukon tax filers. &fcredits
claimed of just over $750,000 in that year resulted benefit
of around $50,000 being provided via the Yukon dreih’s
fithess tax credit.

The federal tax credit benefit amounted to apprexéety
$106,000, with the total resulting in around $1956,0n sav-
ings to Yukon taxpayers. Thousands of Yukoners lett@ir
children in artistic, cultural, recreational andvelpmental
activities each and every year. These activitiegrdmute to a
child’s development and help create Yukon's negagartists.

The children’s arts tax credit builds on this gowvaent’s
commitment to help parents and their children, sashthe
children’s fitness tax credit. This is especiatlypiortant to ru-
ral Yukoners because many people in rural Yukonehto
travel to Whitehorse so that their children carradtthe pro-
gramming. | know this personally because | drovedayghter
to dance class twice a week for five years, so farty under-
standing of that.

This act also encourages activities which providsub-
stantial focus on wilderness and the natural enwirent. This
is kind of funny because | thought it was importantust the
other day | read a bumper sticker that said, “Kid# trap and
hunt don't rob little old ladies.”

This act assists children to develop and use traaticular
intellectual skills. An example of this is the Dastion Imagi-
nation program, which my colleague, the MinisterEafuca-
tion, alluded to earlier. The Ross River schoatusrently us-
ing this program in their curriculum. Their visiés to be the
global leader in teaching the creative process firmagination

in

to innovation, and their mission is to develop apaities that
inspire the global community of learners to utildiwerse ap-
proaches and apply 21st century skills and crewti¥io quote
Albert Einstein: “Imagination is more important th&nowl-
edge. For knowledge is limited to all we know amdierstand,
while imagination embraces the entire world, andhedre ever
will be to know and to understand.”

These are just a few examples of how Bill No. 4@ wi
benefit Yukoners at large. In closing, I'd justdiko thank the
Hon. Premier for putting this bill forward todayrfos to debate
here in this Assembly. | look forward to listenitmthe opinion
of everyone here to see what they have to say.K'an very
much.

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: While many in the Yukon are
vocal about what they're against, being in favolusamething
is even more vital. Building an economy requiremping, and
that's what this government is doing with Bill Ng6. I'd like
to thank the Member for Pelly-Nisutlin for bringirsgmotion
forward again.

Generations of Yukoners have built this territomhere
prosperity is widely shared and from our effortseownany
years, Yukon built a strong middle class and aarnbrentre-
preneurial culture that, to this day, remains taekbone of our
economy and our society. So this is just anothamgte of this
government — building an economy requires planniggd
we’re not going to see much in the media about \lhiatgov-
ernment is doing, but | think many Yukoners woulg \ery
proud to support this — that this government wofds all
Yukoners on things like this.

I know, being from a rural community, | can giveuyo
many examples. There were three kids up at the S©GVike
Member for Klondike isn’t here right now. | wish aere here
to hear this —

Speaker’s statement
Speaker:  Order please. Members are not allowed to re-
fer to a member’s presence or non-presence please.

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: Sorry, Mr. Speaker. | would just
like to say that there were three youth from myingdwho
were in the Klondike riding, and they were at ats achool
pursuing their careers. | drove a couple of thaadents back
and forth on my trips back and forth to Dawson étplout in a
community spirit.

| believe in any tax break that we can get, becausee
not increasing taxes; we said we wouldn't incre¢ages. In my
riding | see the Y2C2 kids; | see a lot of envir@ntal camps;
| see the first hunt that they do; | see trappirgge youth men-
torship; | see parents driving their kids in foreBing bees. |
think it's very important, and | know my son is ggito proba-
bly want to be in the MAD program that we have ‘thainly
available — or the ACES program — some of thes@ams
that are only available in Whitehorse because efitifrastruc-
ture. So rural Yukon will be travelling a lot andyachance for
a tax break would be good.
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In closing, | wanted to get it out there that it® bad we
couldn’t see more of this positive stuff in the rn@edrhis tax
credit — this is working.

I join with my colleagues in believing this is agitove step
that allows parents to do more in helping theirskitt gives
recognition of the fact that for parents or guandiaf children

I'm going quote something the Premier said when wewvho are involved in or are taking part in musidsar tutoring,

spoke to the motion in the spring: “... is assistingrking
families and reducing their tax burden ... we’ve larkcord,
since coming to power, of not increasing taxes. ak& com-
mitted to not increasing taxes. Here, again, issaample of
where we continue to reduce the tax burden ...” —imoteas-
ing taxes, but also reducing the tax burden, Mea&pr — “...
put more money in working people’s pockets andvatioem to
make the decisions on what they choose to do Wahrhoney
— whether to invest it in a savings account orvest it within
our local economies.” But that's more money for therking
Joe. Thank you again.

Hon. Mr. Cathers:
support of Bill No. 46 Act to Amend the Income Tax Athis,
as we heard the Leader of the NDP speak to andiguehe
value of this and indicate somewhat lukewarm suipjoporit —
| think this really —

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

Point of order

Speaker:  The Leader of the Official Opposition, on a
point of order.
Ms. Hanson: Mr. Speaker, to be clear, the Official

Opposition said that we clearly do support this. $dpported
the motion at the beginning. There was no desoriptif being
half-hearted, lukewarm or anything. | simply sadd | repeat
at this very moment, the Yukon Official Oppositibas said
we support this motion and the amendment.

Speaker:
order.

Hon. Mr. Cathers: On the point of order, it seems to
me that this is just a dispute between members.

Speaker’s ruling

Speaker:
tween members about the interpretation of words) baution
that it is on the line. The Minister of Energy, Ms1and Re-
sources has the floor.

Hon. Mr. Cathers: Mr. Speaker, | am thinking about
how to rephrase that, so | don’t tread over the,las you have
cautioned.

| think that what this really illustrates is a pisbphical
difference between us and the New Democratic Pty .be-
lieve very strongly in lowering taxes for peoplees it is fea-
sible to do so; that tax credits can be an effectiray of help-
ing people help themselves and giving credit fdivaes that
they do and for costs that they engage. In this dais a cost
that they take on, rather, in doing things inclgdsupporting
their children taking music, arts or tutoring, histcase, as put
forward in Bill No. 46. Again, | think this is a we positive
motion. I'd like to thank again the Member for BeNisutlin
who brought forward Motion No. 162 in the springqigh was
unanimously passed on April 18 of this year.

Government House Leader, on the point of

There is no point of order. It is a dispute be-

there can be very significant costs. While the $&D0credit
per child will not address all of those costs sitai recognition
of the cost that they undergo and it's similar thep areas
where people are allowed to write off — or receweredit,
rather — for a portion of a contribution on the@ixtcredits.
Other examples include charitable contributions eodtribu-

tions to political parties, for which people arsalentitled to
claim a tax credit up to a certain amount in redagm of the

importance of encouraging people to contribute haritable
organizations, and, in this case, in the recogmitibthe impor-
tance of helping people help their children gairditoinal

knowledge, opportunities, et cetera, in areas dioly music,

It's a pleasure to rise here today in arts and tutoring.

The credit — if this bill is passed — would be ilage for
the 2012 tax return, which will allow parents oragdians to
claim each and every year a non-refundable amofi$500
per child of less than 16 years of age. If thecchilalifies for
the disability amount, then the age is increaseti&and the
maximum annual amount per child is increased t@GL, A
few examples of eligible expenses include actigitirat are
intended to improve a child’s dexterity or coordioa or help
in acquiring and applying knowledge through artistr cul-
tural activities such as literary arts, visual gapsrforming arts,
music, media, language, customs and heritage. Nigague
the Minister of Economic Development gave a fewnepkes
of other areas through which the government previlgport
to people through funds including, if I recall, themmunity
development fund and also — what was the otherfund

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

Hon. Mr. Cathers: Thank you — under the funding
of the Film and Sound Commission.

Again, these contributions are examples of ways tifa
Yukon government is supporting those activities andport-
ing music, arts, literature, film and sound, etcat and helping
people who are engaged in those areas.

The additional credit contained within this legt&la for
children with disabilities, of course, goes welbdamerges well
with the efforts that government has done in a nemalh areas,
including increasing the support and the numbezcafcational
assistants within classrooms and through the dreizaith and
Social Services. The program that was set up wheasl Min-
ister of Health has continued through, which is fémaily sup-
ports for children with disabilities program. Thagain is a
program that is aimed in a different structure, With the same
philosophy that we are trying to help people taktdy care of
their child, whether that child is fully able orsha disability
and of course, those steps are all about helpimgplpegain
additional tools and resources to support theildhidevelop-
ment.

What | would point out as well is that there isteage in
this structure and some of it contains some howgehkg pro-
visions.
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There is also a provision that allows for pareni®whare
custody of a child to share the Yukon child beneiitd that is a
change to mirror the federal calculation to enghi people
are not unduly taxed or impeded by Yukon legiskatimt be-
ing aligned with federal changes. So it's a rek{vadminis-
trative change, but an important one to do.

A few of my colleagues have spoken to one of the-co
mitments that my colleagues and | are known for hat the
Yukon Party is known for: a commitment to not ra¥ekon-
ers’ taxes. That was, | believe, the first commitine@e made
in the 2011 election campaign, and this change ikeeping
with our record and our commitment to not incre@ses, ex-
cept in some cases, and on a targeted basis, wiedpelieve it
will help people. In lowering taxes, we have lowksome of
the taxes on small business. We have increasedrtioeint at
which a business is considered a small businesetter help
Yukon small businesses and, in this case of coarspecific
change to provide a tax credit to parents of chaildwho are
enrolled or involved in areas, including musicsasnd tutor-
ing.

Another example is the change we made that mirrtred
federal non-refundable children’s fithess credithich was
provided to Yukon taxpayers with children underdr6under
18. Another example of this that | would point eut| know
the members opposite don't like to focus on thedgtiongs
that we have done — is the significant increasew®amade to
the kids recreation fund, which is aimed at helpafgidren
who don’t have access, or whose parents don't hlagere-
sources, to purchase sports equipment. We havddeoba
significant increase to that program. If memorywesr— and
the Minister of Community Services might correct orethe
numbers — | believe we increased it from $60,00Gdme-
where around $200,000.

So, again, a very significant increase in this aseaimed
at helping parents who are not able to pay to wevdheir chil-
dren in some of the activities to which this legign speaks,
and provide through the resources of the kids egine fund
the ability for some children who would otherwisat have the
ability to be involved in sports to be facilitatedth the re-
sources to purchase the necessary equipment andbelable
to participate.

The change that was made to the children’s fitnags
credit — as | believe one of my colleagues may haoted —
in 2009, over 14,000 Yukoners filed for this credihich made
up 5.5 percent of all Yukon tax filers. So agaiithvthat num-
ber, when more than five percent of Yukoners dnedfifor a
credit of that type, that does demonstrate a sigmf percent-
age of Yukon families who have taxpayers — or tierd,
rather — are filing for that credit on behalf okthfamily. The
credits in that year totalled $753,000, and, sairacga benefit
of about $50,000 is provided via the Yukon childsefitness
tax credit. So this legislation here today is apothtep and
another addition to that record of supporting YuKamilies
and lowering the tax burden on Yukon families.

It is an important addition to that overall framewand
that overall policy of lowering taxes, so this Isabout reduc-
ing the tax burden on Yukoners to put more moneyanking

people’'s pockets and allow families to make theigi@c on
what they do with the money — help parents have rtie
sources to be able to choose what music, artsw#ndng ac-
tivities are appropriate to their child and givertha tax credit
to allow them to better participate in that.

With that, | will wrap up my remarks, noting agaivat the
list of arts covered under here include literars,athe visual
arts, performing arts, music, media, language, otnst and
heritage, and also includes activities that proedachment or
tutoring in academic subjects. Again, as a numifeny col-
leagues have noted, fundamental to all of thissgreng econ-
omy that provides opportunities for people, antuisglamental
to having people have the financial resources talide to pay
for their families — to be able to provide for th&milies, pay
for their family’s future and be able to investtiings like mu-
sic, arts and tutoring that they believe are inlibst interests of
their child.

I know that some of the members across the floortdo
like to hear it, but we believe very strongly tlitg important
to support a strong, diversified economy and to entle right
steps that provide future opportunities — currend duture
opportunities — for Yukon workers, Yukon familiesaca
Yukon citizens. With that, | commend this legistatito the
House.

Speaker: If the member speaks, he will close debate.
Are there any other members who wish to be heard?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: In summary, what we are moving
forward with is a Yukon children’s art tax creditat will be in
place for this tax year, 2012. The credit will allgparents or
guardians to claim annually a non-refundable amadintp to
$500 per child less than 16 years of age, anckifctiild quali-
fies for a disability amount, the age limit is iresed to 18 and
the maximum allowable amount is increased to $1,000

The eligible expenses were very wide-ranging, amd i
tended to improve such things as child dexteritycoordina-
tion, and help with acquiring or applying knowleddgough
artistic or cultural activities such as literarytsarvisual arts,
performing arts, media, languages, customs andaleti As
described, this bill also has a consequential amendt related
to the Yukon child benefit that will allow each pat to receive
50 percent of their entitlement for all 12 montHstiee year,
versus half of the year for one and the other dfalhe year for
the other one. Of course, there are some houselgelzuses
that will have no impact other than make the sacsimpler
to read.

We continue our commitment now for a decade ofao t
increases and, in fact, where the opportunity srisedecrease
taxes for Yukon people. | did discuss the childsefitness
credit, and how that too was a mirroring of somgefal legis-
lation, which really resulted in significant savinfpr working
families. We anticipate the same response to thisctedit as
well.

Really, it's about reducing the tax burden for Yokos,
putting more money into the pockets of Yukoners altalving
them to be able to make the decision on what thepse to do
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with that money. We've heard some comments fromogho-
sition talking about funding versus tax creditshihk it really
speaks to a sharp contrast in philosophies in tthatYukon
Party believes in creating wealth and the NDP kebdn redis-
tributing wealth.

We will continue to create an environment for irwesnt
in this territory, allowing us to continue to prdei more fund-
ing and tax credits to people of the Yukon, butémtinue to
do that from a strong financial position as opposedome of
the historical realities of the previous NDP goveemt in
terms of massive amounts of borrowing. We belidwa if we
continue to generate new wealth, we can continuelrice
more programs, more funding and also more creditstte
working people of the Yukon.

Of course, we have many, many tax credits herehén t

Yukon, and this is really adding another tax credie call this
the child arts tax credit, but | think we have tsoamake spe-
cial note of the fact that it does include thingstsas tutoring
for our children if they're having difficulty wittmath or with

chemistry — that they can employ a tutor to hekgrtkhild do

the best they can. This, as well, is to be incluhethat child

arts tax credit.

I'd like to thank the Member for Pelly-Nisutlin whexctu-
ally brought up the original motion — Motion No. 26— last
spring, and that motion did receive unanimous sttpiid like
to thank everyone for their comments today. Celyaithe
ministers had some very informative discussionsualibe
many, many programs and services and incentivasateade-
livered by this government for Yukoners, includsgpport for
working parents and children. With that, | will sethe debate
on second reading.

Motion for second reading of Bill No. 46 agreed to

Hon. Mr. Cathers: Mr. Speaker, | move that the
Speaker do now leave the Chair and that the Has#ve into
Committee of the Whole.

Speaker:
Leader that the Speaker do now leave the Chairtlaadthe
House resolve into Committee of the Whole.

Motion agreed to

Speaker leaves the Chair

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE

Chair (Ms. McLeod): Committee of the Whole will
now come to order. The matter before the CommitieBill
No. 46,Act to Amend the Income Tax Act

Is it the wish of the members to take a brief re@es

Some Hon. Members:  Agreed.

Chair:
Whole will recess for 15 minutes.

Recess

Chair:
to order.

Bill No. 46: Act to Amend the Income Tax Act

Chair: The matter before the Committee is Bill No.
46, Act to Amend the Income Tax Act

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: It's my pleasure to speak to Bill
No. 46, anAct to Amend the Income Tax Abty remarks at
second reading explained the purpose of thistbi#ldme detail,
so | will now be brief.

The substantive portion of this short bill is tlastl portion
of section 2.2 that reads: “... and 118.031 of ttdefal Act.”
This introduces the Yukon children’s arts creditointhe
Yukon's Income Tax ActThe rest of this bill is consequential
in nature. Yukon parents or guardians, startindwlite 2012
tax return, can claim up to $500 of eligible expenen their
tax return per child. If their child has a disalilithis amount
increases to $1,000. Eligible expenses includeities that are
intended to improve a child’s dexterity or coordioa or helps
in acquiring and applying knowledge through artistr cul-
tural activities such as literary arts, visual apsrforming arts,
music, media, languages, customs and heritageiblEigro-
grams must be ongoing, meaning eight consecutiveksvat a
minimum or, as in the case of a children’s camye fionsecu-
tive days long.

Programs must be supervised and suitable for emldr
This will be a simple credit to claim, as individsiavill already
be claiming the same amount federally. By refemremc¢he fed-
eral credit, it also becomes an efficient clainadmninister. The
remaining portions of sections 1 and 2 of this hi¢ strictly
housekeeping. In other words, we are taking thedppity of
opening section 6 of tHacome Tax Acdto simplify the presen-
tation of this section. Section 3 of this act, &cudssed in sec-
ond reading, harmonizes the timing of Yukon chilenéfit
payments for shared-custody parents with the tinohghe
national child benefit payment. Canada administhis pro-
gram on our behalf and Yukon residents receive rglesi
monthly payment for both programs. By agreeing, Yi&on
act must be consistent with Canadhisome Tax Actn this

It has been moved by the Government Houserea. Approximately 1,200 families receive a paytmeach

month, with an additional 200 receiving a singlenaa pay-
ment. The proportion of the 1,200 receiving monibdyments
affected by this change is expected to be verylsmal

Yukon is required to have the same administrativesrfor
this benefit as the national benefit in order f@n@da to offi-
cially administer this program.

Finally, the government is proud of the growthtie {ocal
economy since the Yukon Party was first electegddrs ago.
A prosperous economy leads to a lower tax burderY édon-
ers. In fact, the growing economy has resulted amymew tax
credits introduced since the Yukon Party was falgticted in
2002. Tax credits, as we all know, leave more moinethe

| think the yeas have it. Committee of the hands of taxpayers. This is our eleventh changkeddncome

Tax Actsince the Yukon Party came into power in 2002.1All
changes have resulted in tax relief and none haweased the
tax burden. Even with this lower tax burden onvidlials, the
growth of our economy has led to tax revenue grgwirore

Order. Committee of the Whole will now come than 100 percent since we were first elected ir2200

We are very proud to once again introduce a nevertagtit

— a credit to provide a benefit to children invalvim music,
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arts and tutoring. A growing economy does have mazgrye-
fits. Thank you, Madam Chair.

Ms. Hanson:
think we said numerous times today and in the gprthe
Yukon Official Opposition does support thhet to Amend the

terms of sharing the benefits of the growth thathepe to see
benefiting all Yukoners, so that no Yukoners affé ehind?

| just have a few questions because, as What are the Premier’s intentions with respectrisuging that

as we move forward to provide credits and bene€itshose
people who are blessed with opportunities to workhat they

Income Tax Actl have a number of questions just to clarify thecould take advantage of that, but we leave no @mldehind

intentions of the government, and the minister antipular. If

he would speak to a couple of questions, I'd likekhow: Is

there a cost to the Yukon child benefit split? Feeond part of
that, so that we don't have to go on for hourgas he define
“parent”, and does it include same-sex parents?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: There is no incremental cost to
the Yukon government. This is a program that is iatstered
on our behalf by the federal government, so theitebg no
cost. We've mirrored this with their legislatiomdit will be
processed at the same time that we process theafdmbmefit.
The answer remains the same on the latter pahteofitiestion,
in that this benefit is also included for same-s&(riages.

Ms. Hanson:
the total cost of this bill with respect to foregaevenues?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: | think actually the person who
just spoke before me — as she was referring to nenswered
this question herself in her statement during sdc@ading.
The anticipated cost to the Yukon government ig@aamately
$20,000 annually.

Ms. Hanson: | thank the minister opposite for con-
firming that. With respect to one of the pilladsetminister has
spoken at length and referred many times to theeased reve-
nues that have accrued to the territorial goverrninm@ne of the
pillars of this government has been — and we’'vedheaot of
talk about it, but we haven’t seen much yet, buteveoking
forward to the social inclusion and poverty redoctstrategy.
I’'m curious to know, and my question is, Does ttrenier
recognize that this benefit will not reach thoseowdan least
afford to pay for arts and cultural programs fa tildren?

I'm looking to the minister — the Premier — to eajpl
how this links to the social inclusion strategy,veal as pick-
ing up on his point about how we have these hursdoédnil-
lions more in revenues, | believe he said.

What's being done to target those increased reeethat
have flowed to the Yukon as a whole, in terms afplto ex-

and allow them to access arts and cultural progiesngell.
Hon. Mr. Pasloski: What | did say was that this is the

eleventh change to tHacome Tax Acsince the Yukon Party
took over in 2002. All 11 changes have resultedeanreasing
the tax burden for Yukon workers. Even with thisvéw tax
burden on individuals, our revenues have incredsed 00
percent — just to clarify that for the member opfmsSo we
have, through growing a strong economy — even thougjve
reduced the tax burden, we’ve increased our rexeriuspoke
earlier about the fundamental change — | said, kmaw, the
Yukon government wants to create wealth and the M@t to
just redistribute wealth. | think it leads to théale philosophy

With respect to the tax credit, what is around taxes as well. We believe that if you kee@$ lower,

you create stimulus within an economy, and peojpleehthe
ability to create more economy, because they haye money
in their pocket, as opposed to the NDP strategyaxihg peo-
ple more with the anticipation that that will creahore reve-
nues.

But what we have shown — not only us, but in matineo
jurisdictions that have been financially resporssibl is that
reducing the tax burden will actually increase ytax reve-
nues.

This is one area where we are providing an oppaytdor
support for working families — parents who are wingkwith
kids — but we have numerous supportive programddior
income Yukoners to ensure that assistance is pedvid these
people, to these children who do need it most.example, the
low-income family tax credit remains to provide som@ssis-
tance to persons with low income when filing theai return at
the end of the year. This government amended tisld¢ion to
ensure that the federal universal child benefit natsincluded
as income for low-income family tax credit calcidat that is,
the receipt of the federal benefit does not redheecredit that
is available to Yukoners.

The Yukon child tax benefit has been enhanced 062

pand other programs or create new programs — fgndin53 percent from $450 to $690 and the threshold evhew-

mechanisms — that would accessible to those chilliveng in
poverty? What plans does he have in place to ussetin-
creased revenues — because he and his colleaguesaken
so much about those today — so that all Yukonelishe@nefit
from this, and particularly children who don’t haaecess?
You know, | got a message today from a woman whe is

stay-at-home mom with six kids, the youngest of mhe six
years old. She has worked off and on for the pasyears, |
am told, for two companies to earn money to feadkius. She
basically goes to the food bank once a month, Isecthat is
what she is allowed to do, but she doesn't get ghdo feed
all six kids. So she collects cans out of the ggebi take to
recycling for money. | am wondering, with the irased reve-
nues, this child tax credit will assist those faesilwho do have
the funds — do have a taxable income — but whatutbo

income families receive the full benefit was inged by 20
percent from $25,000 to $30,000. Low-income farnilieceive
this benefit monthly, and unlike the low-income fnmtax
credit, do not need to wait until the end of tharyto receive
this money.

We announced a 25-percent increase in child caei-su
dies in 2007; the maximum amount received was as=d to
$625 per month. The Yukon senior income suppleneag
doubled in 2008 to a maximum of $2,400 a year ainaast-
ment in our seniors of $810,000 per year. We whee first
government to index this benefit for inflation, lizeng that
those on fixed income have the least ability toecopth the
effects of inflation. Like the child benefit, this money that
arrives every month on a dependable schedule. \Glkedsed
the pioneer utility grant by 10 percent, and indkxeto the
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consumer price index. The territorial supplementdlgwance
for persons with disabilities and seniors receivéogial assis-
tance was increased 100 percent in 2005 at a £8806,000 a
year.

The Government of Yukon increased its contributmthe
kids recreation fund in 2005 by an additional $080, The
additional funding raises the level of Yukon govaent assis-
tance to this fund from $60,000 to $200,000 — aagrethan
200-percent increase.

We've increased foster parent funding 17 percentian
dexed that to CPI in 2009. Social assistance refaas im-
plemented in 2008 as part of our commitment toem@vihe
social assistance program to ensure adequacyexf aad pro-
vide incentives to recipients to help them enter workforce
and scale over the welfare wall.

Improvements include increasing the amount of ehne
come retained to 50 percent from 25 percent; irsa®do the
basic allowance for food, shelter and clothingut red tape
and enhanced services for those social assistawpiants
with severe disabilities. People with low incomed¢he bene-
fits not always when filing their tax returns orecgear. Yukon

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: The grandparents would have if
they actually have custody of the children.

Mr. Elias: | also had the same question as the Minister
of Health and Social Services, but maybe | candaéito it a
little more with regard to grandparents’ rights hiit the terri-
tory. This has been an issue, not only in thisngjtbut previous
sittings with regard to grandparents’ rights ane tlistody of
their children’s children.

Is there any supporting legislation that we cary i in
the Yukon or forthcoming legislation that can beesgthened
in this piece of legislation, because it seemseddelaning that
way — if the minister knows what I’'m saying?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: This amendment to the act is
really about the institution of a new tax credis, @posed to
redefining or further defining the role and respbitisy of
grandparents. So with respect to this legislatibare would be
no further amendments.

It says, “... primarily fulfill the responsibility fothe care
and upbringing of the qualified dependant whendiagi with
the qualified dependant, as determined in condideraf pre-
scribed factors”, which is what we have spoken &betso it's

government spending programs are there for Yukonemwhoever is legally responsible for the childrentémms of cre-

throughout the year, not just once a year.

When it comes to tutoring, the Department of Edooat
funds the Learning Disabilities Association of Yuakd.DAY,
which we’ve heard the Minister of Education talloabearlier.
The LDAY home tutor program — tutoring services afe
fered outside school instructional hours, suchtdsrechtime,
after school, evenings or even on weekends.

The department also funds tutoring through the Munt
Gwitchin First Nation and Skookum Jim Friendshipn@e.
These tutoring programs help many First Nation estisl from
around Yukon improve their academic abilities. FHogdis
available to support students in all 14 rural comitiess, as
well as Kwanlin Dun, Ta’an Kwéach’an and rural stoteat-
tending high schools here in Whitehorse. Home tugppro-
grams are designed to fit the needs of individaahmunities.
Proposals are developed and funds for hiring tudoesadmin-
istered by partnerships of local community représt@res.

| think I've answered the member opposite’s questio
Yes, we're providing a child art tax credit thatlve of bene-
fit to working families, but we also do humerougtgs to sup-
port kids along the whole continuum of incomes tteddte to
all children here in the Yukon.

Chair:
none, we'll move to clause-by-clause debate.

On Clause 1

Clause 1 agreed to

On Clause 2

Clause 2 agreed to

On Clause 3

Clause 3 agreed to

On Clause 4

Hon. Mr. Graham:
talks about shared-custody parents, but | am alerasted in
grandparents and if grandparents have any rightieruthis
legislation.

ating more delineation about the roles and respditigs of
the grandparents, that would not be part of thgsslation.

Mr. Elias: | thank the Premier for that. The reason |
bring this up is because there are a lot of sibuatithat I'm
aware of and I'm sure everybody in the House israwa
where the grandparents may not have custody of grand-
child, but they have — what’s the word I'm lookifay — they
are the primary caregivers in a lot of situatioRsat’s not rec-
ognized and so they end up paying for the majasftysport
bills and arts funding and things like that, bugytlcan’t claim
it in on their income tax.

Are grandparents, or guardians for that mattere abl
claim this on their income tax if they are the iy caregiv-
ers, whether they fall under the legal definitidncastody of
their grandparents or not?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: As | have described, what we are
doing here in fact is mirroring the federal legigla to enable
this tax credit to be applied. The federal governmaill do
this on our behalf because they are performing finnetion
from the federal level as well, but | believe tlavlbeing the
law that it would have to fall under the legal dgstcon of who
is responsible. While | understand and empathizk @arson-

Is there any further general debate? Seeinglly know of grandparents who are providing theparpfinan-

cially and seeing to it these children are actind angaged in
many processes, | don't think that will fit intoetltlause as to
who is eligible to apply for the tax credit.

Mr. Elias: | thank the Premier for that. This is a pretty
prevalent situation in our territory, and | thirtkwarrants rec-
ognition in legislation in our territory. I've knawabout this
for years and years and it has been carried orydars and
years, where the grandparents assume primary gvarggie-

| just have one question. Clause 4 sponsibilities of their grandchildren. So, | wowddpreciate if

the minister could take my comments under advis¢raed
actually make it a legal requirement in some typkegislation
in our territory. Thank you, Madam Chair.
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Hon. Mr. Pasloski: | think in my earlier comments |
did describe some of the programs and servicesatieatvail-
able to children who are in families from lower @neces and
I’'m confident that they are able to avail themsslwd those
services and those monies. We want to ensure thah we
implement this program, we are in fact mirroring tfederal
legislation to enable them to provide this benefitour behalf
and to do the processing.

As | had mentioned earlier, we anticipate no inseea
costs to the territorial government as a resulimgflementing
this amendment to the tax act. So unless therelsage in the
federal legislation that would describe the oppuitiuto allow
grandparents who are not legally responsible fosehchildren
to be able to benefit from this tax credit, we wbhbE unable to
do so.

Chair: Is there any further debate on clause 4?

Clause 4 agreed to

On Title

Title agreed to

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: I move that Bill No. 46Act to
Amend the Income Tax Abke reported without amendment.

Chair: It has been moved by Mr. Pasloski that Bill No.
46, Act to Amend the Income Tax Abe reported without
amendment.

Motion agreed to

Hon. Mr. Cathers:
resume the Chair.

I move that the Speaker do now

Chair:
Speaker resume the Chair.
Motion agreed to

Speaker resumes the Chair

Speaker: | will now call the House to order.
May the House have a report from the Chair of Cottemi
of the Whole?

Chair’s report
Ms. McLeod: Committee of the Whole has consid-
ered Bill No. 46, entitled\ct to Amend the Income Tax Aand
directed me to report the bill without amendment.
Speaker:
Committee of the Whole. Are you agreed?
Some Hon. Members:  Agreed.
Speaker: | declare the report carried.

GOVERNMENT BILLS

Bill No. 44: Miscellaneous Statute Law Amendment
Act, 2012 — Second Reading

You have heard the report from the Chair of

Speaker: It has been moved by the Acting Minister of
Justice that Bill No. 44, entitletMiscellaneous Statute Law
Amendment AcR012 be now read a second time.

Hon. Mr. Kent: It is indeed my pleasure as Acting
Minister of Justice to bring forward this bill toglat second
reading. From time to time, the government willnigriforward
a miscellaneous statutes act to make minor coorestio a
series of Yukon acts. It has been the practicéisfiiouse that
the amendments in this kind of act not be assatiafth any
policy changes or be controversial, but ratheresirtanguage
errors, grammatical and numbering errors, remowmriect
references, ensure that the French draft matche€tiglish
draft, ensure that all consequential amendmentstirgg from
previous changes have been made, and ensure ¢Hahtiuage
of the bill correctly represents the practice aisth using the
act.

This is a rather large miscellaneous statutes exduse the
Department of Justice is, at present, working tghoall Yukon
bills in an effort to consolidate them as part lod tontinuing
consolidation of statutes project that the depamntrh@s under-
taken. I'm sure members of this House support thekwf the
department to move toward a continuous consolidatiostat-
utes.

This is especially important when members of thause
or the general public try to read bills that reglylaget
amended, such as tiMotor Vehicles Agtwhich over a long
period of time and many changes can become a ogall® try
to decipher.

Members may be aware that we already continuousty c

It has been moved by Mr. Cathers that thesolidate the regulations every four months and thadated

regulations are posted on the website as they beewailable.
This will soon also be true for all Yukon statugesd they will
be consolidated and posted on the website shditily aach
legislative session. For now the department is imgrko com-
plete the initial consolidation next year and theikk be legis-
lative work to come related to that project as we gimilar to
the work that occurred in 2002, the last time @gjidlation was
consolidated.

TheMiscellaneous Statute Law Amendment Act, 2R
tains 31 sections this time. | am going to takewa fnoments to
quickly highlight them for the House, so that mensbeill see
that they conform to our practice. Again, this is@oportunity
that we on this side of the House had through aocesses,
and | am hoping that by offering it to all membefghe Legis-
lature we are able to move quickly through secaatdling and
perhaps Committee.

The first set of amendments to tAaimal Protection Act
corrects typographical, editorial and a numberimgre

Section 2 of the act amends the French versioedio 5
in theArchives Actto give it more precise language.

Section 3 of the act amends tBailders Lien Acto cor-

Section 4 amends theabinet and Caucus Employees Act

Clerk: Second reading, Bill No. 44, standing in therect a numbering error.
name of the Hon. Mr. Nixon.
Hon. Mr. Kent: I move that Bill No. 44, entitleiis-

cellaneous Statute Law Amendment Act, 20&2now read a
second time.

to correct a numbering error in section 2.

Section 5 amends theéhild Care Actto correct editorial
and numbering errors.
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Section 6 amends thehildren’s Actto correct a number-
ing error.

Section 7 amends tHelections Actto correct various ty-
pographical and numbering errors.

Section 8 amends thlenvironment Acin French and Eng-
lish, to correct the name of the department, wtiels been
changed.

Section 9 amends thieamily Property and Support Atd
correct a numbering error.

Section 10 amends th&arnishee Acto match a previous
change to th&mall Claims Court Adhat allowed for a writ of
garnishee to be in effect for two years.

Section 11 amends thistoric Resources A¢b match the
current title and structure of the branch.

Section 12 amends th#ospital Actto correct a numbering
error.

Section 13 amends thdousing Corporation Acto reflect
a name change under a previous OIC to the board.

Section 14 amends tHacome Tax Acto correct a typo-
graphical error and to correct the reference by &f the Can-
ada Revenue Agency.

Section 15 amends thesurance Actto correct a typo-
graphical error.

Section 16 amends thiury Actto correct in the French
version an incorrect mailing type used that dogsnmatch the
English version.

Section 17 amends tHeegal Profession Acto correct a
typographical error.

Section 18 amends théquor Actto correct a grammatical
error in the French version. This section also aimesections
in the French that should have been repealed, marem the
French and English text in one section, correatsference to
the board and corrects a typographical error.

Section 19 amends thdedical Profession Acto correct
an editorial error.

Section 20 amends thdental Health Actto remove the
word “Canada” that should have been correctedeémptievious
draft.

Section 21 amends thiners Lien Actto correct a gram-
matical error in the French version. Section 22 rzaflsg¢heMo-

Section 28 amends the territorfaburt Judiciary Pension
Plan Actto correct a typographical error.

Section 29 amends tA@bacco Tax Acto correct again a
typographical error.

Section 30 amends thWildlife Actto correct editorial in-
consistencies with other parts of the act. Finadlgction 31
amends theYoung Persons Offences Atct correct a typo-
graphical error.

As this House can see, this act is consistent adthprac-
tice of having only minor amendments addressednisaella-
neous statute law amending bill. | hope that myitked expla-
nation of this act will help the members understdmat the
government is taking the responsible approach soiramy that
our legislation is up to date and accurate anak limrward to
continuing on with second reading here today armtiggs get-
ting into Committee of the Whole at some point.

Ms. Moorcroft: The Official Opposition will vote in
favour of theMiscellaneous Statute Law Amendment Act, 2012
It is a straightforward compilation of changes resetb various
acts, mainly editorial in nature, such as the ative of the
French translation and clarifying some definitiolss impor-
tant that Yukon legislation is clear and consist&vie support
these amendments and congratulate the Departmehistte
officials for their work.

I would also like to thank the acting minister fxplain-
ing each of the changes in detail. However, | asagointed
that the Government of Yukon did not provide miaigtl di-
rection to correct the terminology in a number cisahat refer
to “Indian bands,” “band communities,” “Indian” arithdi-
ans,” Indian Actreserves,” et cetera. Yukon First Nation final
agreements and self-government agreements haveeheeted
in the Parliament of Canada and the LegislaturthefYukon
and are constitutionally protected under sectiorof3the Con-
stitution Act, 1982These legal agreements represent an accord
between the parties, and they represent more trenYukon
people celebrated the spirit of cooperation andpttespect of
new relationships of trust between governments cbasethe
values of mutual respect that stand behind thesseagents.

That is why the opposition believes the governnséoiuld

tor Vehicles Acto correct numbering errors and editorial errorsaddress the use of outdated and inaccurate tekensdands”

and also repeals a section that is not prescrilyetthdo regula-
tions.

Section 23 amends thklunicipal Act to correct typo-
graphical errors and to replace two sections tocmaictual
practice when tabling matters during the progrels®ytaws
before municipal councils.

Section 24 amends ti@mbudsman Adib correct a typo-
graphical error.

Section 25 amends theublic Health and Safety Adb
correct a numbering error.

Section 26 amends thHublic Utilities Actto correct a ty-
pographical error.

Section 27 amends tiet to Amend the Registered Nurses
Profession Actto harmonize the French and English in one

section of the definitions.

and “Indians” and references bodian Actland designations.
The fact that government legislation continues éfer to

“bands” and to “Indians” is not only antiquated daage, it's
frankly disrespectful. We see this government autygurning

their backs on First Nations across the territarlie White

River First Nation has filed a lawsuit against Ywkon gov-

ernment over its decision to reject a YESA Boarcbnemen-
dation.

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

Point of order
Speaker:
of order.
Hon. Mr. Cathers: That kind of language coming
from the NDP, suggesting the government is nohguip to its
obligations and using the type of strong languabilvwe just
heard from the Member for Copperbelt South | beligs

The Government House Leader, on a point
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clearly contrary to our Standing Orders. | wouldk 38u to  Speaker’s ruling

have her retract it. Speaker: Order please. There is no point of order.
Speaker: The Member for Copperbelt South, on the Strong language will get you strong language imrret The
point of order. member is straying from the intent of the bill heBhe was
Ms. Moorcroft: | fail to see the member’s point of okay at the beginning when she was talking abdu¢roaddi-
order. My speaking remarks reflect current circianses in  tions that she would like to have seen, but | velishe has
the Yukon. strayed a little too far at this point.

Speaker’s ruling _ _ o _ Ms. Moorcroft: | am attempting to speak directly to
Speaker:  There is no point of order. This is a disputeq tact that this government has brought forwamredments
between members. . to a number of bills without bringing forward amemehts in
Member for Copperbelt South, please continue. relation to terminology referring to First Natiomsthe Yukon,
and these examples are salient to my point. Thegsed —

Ms. Moorcroft: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. | was
speaking about the Yukon government’'s decisioneject a  Speaker’s statement
YESAB recommendation and allow disruptive explanatin Speaker:  Order please. Is the member carrying on with
the core range of the Chisana caribou herd. Theta\River  debate, or is she questioning the point of order?
First Nation objects to exploration that will daneagore cari- Ms. Moorcroft: No, Mr. Speaker, | am not question-
bou habitat and says the government’s actions dmeach of ing the point of order. | am continuing my speethmay.
its duty to consult. Speaker: My apologies. The Member for Copperbelt

The Trondék Hwéch'in, Vuntut Gwitchin, and Na Cho South has the floor.
Nyak Dun First Nation governments have said thdlydefend
the integrity of their treaties in the face of tevernment's Ms. Moorcroft: Thank you. The changes proposed by
attempt to undermine the Peel land use planninggss the government to the Yukddil and Gas Actvould negate the

The land use planning regime is an integral pathefland  right of affected First Nations to consent to aidagas lease
claims agreements. Yukon First Nations fought folamer dispositions in their traditional territories.
quantum of land than they eventually received tgholand The consent clause in the Yuk@il and Gas Actwas en-
claims. In exchange for only getting 8.5 percentitef land  acted to give effect to the memorandum of agreemeathed
base of which their traditional territories werenqwised, the in January 1997, whereby the Yukon government —exeem-
First Nation governments negotiated and receivedeagent to ment | am proud to have been a member of — ackrigeie
a land use planning process that would allow themeaning- that affected First Nations have aboriginal righides and
ful and constructive role in determining how lanslsuld be interests in and to the Yukon which are recogniaed af-
used within their traditional territories. firmed by section 35 of th€onstitution Act, 1982.

The Final RecommendeBeel Watershed Regional Land The current Government of Yukon should understéuad t
Use Planwas reached after years of negotiation with the-govthe MOA prepared the way for First Nations to suppbe
ernments of Yukon and the four affected First NatioYyukon transfer of oil and gas responsibility from CanadaYukon.
people deserve a government that respects thel@akluse The consent clause for First Nations is part andgpaf the oil
plan and the provisions of the land claims agreg¢sndmough  and gas devolution accord. Today the Kaska havketksay will
which the plan was developed. go to court if need be to protect their aborigirghts and title.

Moving on to another example, Mr. Speaker, the gove The Government of Yukon would do well to recognioasti-
ment’s assault on the Yukddil and Gas Actvould negate the tutionally protected aboriginal rights.
right of affected First Nations — When we debated amendments toltlggior Actin the last

Some Hon. Member:(Inaudible) sitting, in April, the Official Opposition askeddhminister why
he hadn’t brought forward amendments to replacmgdike
“Indian band” and “band communities” when referritogself-
'governing First Nations and, again, thiéscellaneous Statutes
- 4 ) ° Law Amendment Act, 20w has amendments to thiguor
Standing Order — if you'll bear with me, here — tleéerence  act ang fails to bring forward those changes. The stenis

to “abusive or insulting language, including sesxstviolent oy at the time was that the references to baliist create
language, in a context likely to create disordarigder Standing any difficulty for First Nations and that he hacked to a
Order 19(i), | believe is clearly an applicationtte Member 0.0 comprehensive review —

for Copperbelt South’s incorrect assertions.

Ms. Moorcroft: I am not using abusive language. |
am speaking to events that are occurring this wieekhe
Yukon. | am using language that was deemed to beder in a
petition that was presented in this House yesterday

Point of order
Speaker: Government House Leader, on a point of order
Hon. Mr. Cathers: It is clearly going over the line.

Speaker: Order please. The time being 5:30, this
House stands adjourned until 1:00 p.m. tomorrow.

Motion for second reading of Bill No. 44 accordingld-
journed.

The House adjourned at 5:30 p.m.



