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Yukon Legislative Assembly
Whitehorse, Yukon
Wednesday, October 31, 2012 — 1:00 p.m.

Speaker:
proceed at this time with prayers.

Prayers

Withdrawal of motions
Speaker:
changes that have been made to the Order Papeiorivigo.
243, standing in the name of the Premier, and Mduo. 259,
standing in the name of the Member for Vuntut Ghiitg have
been removed from the Order Paper as they arediwitar to
Motion No. 265, which the House adopted yesterday.

DAILY ROUTINE

Speaker:
Paper.
Tributes.

TRIBUTES

In recognition of Dr. Marvin Westwood, Dr. David
Kuhl and Brian Walker (Veterans Transition Program)

Speaker:
from the Hon. Steven Blaney, Minister of VeteranBaiks,
regarding the unveiling of the Veterans Transitfantion Plan.
This action plan includes new support of up to $600 over
four years for veterans to participate in the Ursitg of British
Columbia’s groundbreaking Veterans Transition Paogr
which will provide group-based therapy for veteransoss the
country.

Today | want to pay tribute to Dr. Marvin Westwodat,
David Kuhl and Brian Walker. Dr. Westwood, whildestding
a family gathering, asked about an uncle who wtamgiby
himself and was told, “That's Uncle Joe. He’s jastrunk.”
Dr. Westwood went and talked to Uncle Joe and fauutdhat
there was a lot more to him than being a drunkwds a vet-
eran and was and had been hurting for a very lang.tHe
needed to tell his story. From that encounter, \Westwood
conceived of and, with the collaboration of Dr. Kulevel-
oped the Veterans Transition Program.

The program was first done for several World Wavet-
erans who felt it had a lot of merit, but also felivas too late
for them and it should be given to younger veterdh<.
Yukon command of the Royal Canadian Legion stepfped
ward to raise funds to deliver the program in thentbuver
and Victoria areas.

Mr. Brian Walker, a psychologist, became the cauatbr
responsible to evaluate potential participants2007, at their
biannual convention, Legion branches of Britishu@abia and
Yukon committed to raise funds to deliver the Vater Transi-
tion Program to veterans in Yukon. Over the nextess
months, Brian Walker and | talked to veterans,mieglia, local
doctors and officials from the Department of Hedalttd Social
Services. In the end, we had identified a numbevetérans
who were willing to participate. In October 2007¢ wathered

We will proceed at this time with the Order

just outside of Whitehorse for day one. I'm notasled to say

| was one of the veterans. It was life-changing léfegsaving.
The Veterans Transition Program is difficult, veago-

tional and very successful. Participants learn thay aren'’t

I will now call the House to order. We will the only ones who feel the way they do and theyeaperienc-

ing normal reactions to abnormal situations.

Dr. Westwood'’s and Dr. Kuhl's Veterans TransitioroP
gram is specifically designed for veterans and dpms®nd just
those with occupational stress injuries.

With its new partnership with Veterans Affairs, yheill

The Chair wishes to inform the House of be able to reach and save many more veterans. Bfaker

left the program a few years ago to pursue othademic ad-
ventures but, true to his word, he remains in aintdth those
many veterans he has assisted. At this time of yéem our
thoughts turn to remembering the sacrifices of weterans, |
think it is appropriate to pay tribute to those wassist our
veterans in making the transition from militarydieilian life.
It is not always easy. Thank you.

In recognition of National Autism Awareness Month

Hon. Mr. Graham: | rise in the House today on be-
half of all members of the Legislature in recogmigiOctober
as National Autism Awareness Month.

Autism spectrum disorder, often referred to “ASIx"a
complex neurobiological condition that affects induals from

Members, yesterday | read a news releas@ll racial, ethnic and social backgrounds and falinincome

and educational levels. ASD impacts the way thénbfanc-
tions. Affected individuals usually have difficidd with com-
munication and social interaction, will repeat sf)eqatterns
of behaviour and have a restricted number of dm&iand
interests.

It is important to note that each individual isfelient and
has varying degrees and combinations of symptongssSf
ASD usually appear by the time a child is threeryesd. In-
ternational studies have indicated that about anevery 150
or 160 children has autism and that it is four Smmore preva-
lent in boys than girls. Autism spectrum disordan e very
challenging, not only for the individual affecteaiyt also for
the family and for the caregivers. It's importantget an early,
accurate diagnosis. Early diagnosis translatesitly enterven-
tion, which can mean a better life and greater atioigal and
social opportunities for the child.

Here in Yukon, diagnosis of ASD in preschool cheldliis
coordinated by the Child Development Centre. Alomigh
supporting the Child Development Centre, Yukon gomeent
also offers funding to families through the famélypports for
children with disabilities unit. We want to acknedbe the
valuable work of Autism Yukon in raising awarene$autism
in the territory.

Autism Yukon plays an important role in providingfar-
mation and education to families and service prergdiuring
Autism Awareness Month and throughout the wholer.yea
While October is the month in which we give speeaitiéntion
to ASD, we need to think about ASD all year long,every
day affords us a chance to make others aware ®likability
and help raise awareness of this affliction. Thymk.
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INTRODUCTION OF VISITORS

Ms. Moorcroft:
ure to introduce Margaret Commodore. Margaret i lire the
gallery today. Margaret Joe was elected to servih@dMLA
for Whitehorse Centre for many years and, for &opeof time,
was a colleague of mine in this Legislature. Maggjaerved
also as Canada’s first aboriginal woman MinisterJaktice
and, often, when we have Margaret coming for at,viEs
when election campaigns are underway, but I'm shat all
members will welcome her as she’s here with heiilfafar a
milestone birthday. Welcome Margaret.

Applause

Mr. Elias:
me in welcoming my new chief of staff, Mr. AndrevelBulack,
who is in the gallery today.

Applause

Mr. Silver: I'd like to, with your indulgence, point out
Mr. Michael Gates. He's a long-time Yukoner, a fembaw-
sonite, a columnist extraordinaire and a champioalldhings
heritage in the Yukon.

Applause
Speaker:  Welcome to all of you.
TABLING RETURNS AND DOCUMENTS
Speaker: Under Tabling Returns and Documents, the

Thank you. It gives me great pleas-

AND THAT backup diesel generation capability is exss
tial for residents, businesses, institutions andegoments in
the Carcross-Tagish area to supply power duringges;

AND THAT emergency services in the Carcross-Tagish
area including ambulance, fire protection, emergeneasures
and policing services require a reliable sourcpasfer to func-
tion properly;

AND THAT a backup generation system for the Carsros
Tagish area meets the criteria accepted by theidUlilities
Board that communities with loads over one megagfadiuld
have local generation to serve them during linkifes;

THEREFORE, the undersigned ask the Yukon Legistativ
Assembly to urge the Government of Yukon to talerikces-

| ask all members of the Assembly to join Sary measures to ensure that backup diesel gesrei@pabil-

ity is established near Tagish with sufficient aafyato supply
the Carcross-Tagish area.

Speaker:
tion?

Are there any bills to be introduced?

Are there any notices of motion?

NOTICES OF MOTION

Ms. Stick: I give notice of the following motion:

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon,dn-c
sultation with the medical officer of health, toveééop a com-
munications protocol for food safety recalls that:

(a) ensures prompt transmission of food safetylrexa

Are there any further petitions for presenta-

Chair has for tabling th&ukon Child and Youth Advocate 2012tices from government to wholesalers, retaileradfeervice

Annual Report
Are there any other returns or documents for tgflin

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: I have for tabling the Public Ac-
counts for the Government of Yukon for the yearezshtflarch
31, 2012.

Mr. Silver: | have a letter from myself to the Auditor
General, Michael Ferguson, for tabling.

Speaker:  Are there any reports of committees?
Are there any petitions?

PETITIONS

Petition No. 5

Mr. Barr: | have for presentation the following peti-
tion, signed by 330 people, regarding backup payeeeration
for the Carcross-Tagish area. The petition readslimsvs:

To the Yukon Legislative Assembly:

This petition of the undersigned shows:

THAT most Yukon communities that are tied to thecel
trical grid have backup diesel generation capabitit supply
power during outages;

AND THAT the Carcross-Tagish area contains a popula

tion that exceeds the population of some of theroanities
that currently have backup power generation cagbil

establishments and the general public;

(b) requires wholesalers, retailers and food seréstab-
lishments that may have sold food subject to a feaféty re-
call to post notice of the same in a conspicuoustion on
their premises; and

(c) incorporates best practices from other jurisolics.

Mr. Silver:
tion:

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon takvo
with the City of Dawson to negotiate a land deveiept pro-
tocol agreement that meets the unique needs ofCihe of
Dawson.

| rise to give notice of the following mo-

| also give notice of the following motion:

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon to re
think its top-down decision to impose a sub-acuee anodel
for the new Dawson hospital because this direction:

(1) is not supported by the community;

(2) is not supported by the Yukon Medical Associati

(3) will likely result in nurses currently employéd Daw-
son leaving the community;

(4) does not make good use of the existing health pro-
fessionals in Dawson; and
(5) will be next to impossible to staff.
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Mr. Elias:
tion:

THAT it is the opinion of this House that the Nait#b
Hockey League and the National Hockey League Pdayes-
sociation find a swift, fair and equitable resabatito their con-
tract dispute by respecting the interest of tharsfand the ser-
vice and retail industries as their paramount conce

| rise to give notice of the following mo-

Speaker:  Are there any other notices of motion?
Is there a statement by a minister?

Speaker’s ruling re point of order re Standing Orde r
19(g) raised on October 30, 2012

Speaker: Prior to proceeding with Question Period,
the Chair will rule on a point of order raised dgriyesterday’s
Question Period by the Member for Takhini-KoppendKi

During yesterday’s Question Period the Leader of G-
ficial Opposition asked questions regarding G@enada-China
Foreign Investment Promotion and Protection Agresmn
response to the final supplementary question froenlteader
of the Official Opposition, the Premier asked whg tOfficial
Opposition opposed the agreement and then said,jtist that
the NDP don't like the Chinese? Is it the fact ttiety are not
only anti-Chinese —"

At that point, the Member for Takhini-Kopper Kingse
on a point of order and alluded to Standing Ord¥g), which
empowers the Speaker to call to order any member atthib-
utes a false or unavowed motive to another menitiex.Gov-
ernment House Leader and the Leader of the Off@@bosi-
tion also spoke to the point of order.

The Chair believes there is a point of order i ttase. In
suggesting that the members of the Official Oppasitop-

The Chair thanks all those members who contribtdete
resolution of this point of order. We will nhow pesd with
Question Period.

QUESTION PERIOD
Question re: Health care services

Ms. Hanson: Yesterday Yukoners, including the
Yukon Medical Association, were surprised to le#nat an
acute care model has been selected for the Dawssypital.
It's not the model of care patients need, nor thatcommunity
wants. This just days after learning that both Dawand Wat-
son Lake hospitals are behind schedule and ovedbudg

At about the same time, we learned that the Yukospiit
tal Corporation has apparently drafted a 20-yean pbr hospi-
tals in the territory that the government will rettare with the
public. My question is simple — will the ministeellt this
House why there is so much secrecy and so littt#igpdiscus-
sion on the future delivery of health care servigesthe
Yukon?

Hon. Mr. Graham: I think the member opposite first
of all should check her facts. The Yukon Medicakddation
was not surprised by the statement that the hdspitan acute
care hospital. What some members opposite seewt tealize
is that there are various stages of acute careitatssp/NVatson
Lake has been an acute care hospital and servingetiidents
of that area for a number of years. Dawson City k&l mod-
eled along the same lines as the Watson Lake lab$is been
for a number of years. In the same fashion thatt&tioirse is
an acute care hospital, but doesn’'t perform brangeries or
heart replacements, Dawson City will be an acute baspital
that doesn’t perform major surgeries that are ciiyebeing

posed the investment agreement because they aré- sgrpndertaken in Whitehorse. So, there are variougestaThe

Chinese”, the Premier attributed to members of Husise an
unworthy motive, specifically a bias against anniifeable
group of people.

Such a statement personalizes the proceedings anad in
keeping with a fundamental principle of parliameytproce-
dure, that members are to treat one another asuhainie, no
matter how strongly they disagree with one ano#ieut mat-
ters of public policy.

Whenever the Chair rules a member out of ordesdone-
thing that member has said, it is a good time flomambers to
reflect upon statements they make in the HouseléAthese
statements may not be out of order, members shmrdider
whether they contribute to raising the rhetoriegthperature in
the House.

The Chair recognizes that members are here to eéfat
portant issues — issues about which they, and ttaistitu-
ents, hold strong views. Strongly held views offtead to
strongly worded statements. All members will haveatcept
that. However, members should always be mindfuhefrole
they play in ensuring that the proceedings arertrderoce-
durally, the Chair has no interest in the positioat members
take on issues before the House. The Chair is omhgerned
with how members express themselves. Sticking ¢oigbues,
and not personalizing the debate, will assistis ithgard.

hospital in Dawson City was intended to be an acate facil-
ity from the first day.

It will be able to enhance and expand servicesroyig-
ing 24-hour-a-day, seven-days-a-week emergency ighgs
care, as well as six in-patient beds. Their extensommunity,
partner and stakeholder consultation was done mjuaction
with the service programming, as well as the desigtihe hos-
pital in Dawson City.

Ms. Hanson: I guess | just have to attribute what | say
to what | hear on the local radio, and if the medexides
they're going to selectively play what the presidef the
Medical Association said, I'll take what his wordgre — he
“was surprised.”

The minister talks a good talk, but it's really &nto start
walking the walk with this government. The main ose of
the 2008Yukon Health Care Reviewas to move Yukon to-
ward a sustainable health care system. We seehisagov-
ernment is doing exactly the opposite. We have italspthat
are behind schedule and overbudget. Yukoners cafimedt
doctors. Day in and day out, | get calls in my a#fifrom peo-
ple who cannot find a doctor. We've seen a lacknefiningful
action toward team-based collaborative care th&d patients
first and costs less money. Yukoners have littlefidence in
this government.
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Will the Minister of Health reverse the decision tire
Dawson hospital and commit to a firm timeline fbe tcreation
of team-based collaborative care for Dawson, Whited and
elsewhere in the territory?

Hon. Mr. Graham:
years ago: It must be true; | saw it on TV. If Jmelieve every-
thing you hear on the radio, the sky is fallingvasl. No, we
won't reverse the decision on the Dawson City otdéa Lake
hospitals because that decision was made seveaas Y0
when the design and implementation of the new halspivas
taking place. So that is not a decision we willrae

As for the apparent doctor shortage in Whitehaitsere is
no doubt that we have a problem here, the samevexy e
jurisdiction in Canada has the problem. We arehin firocess
of resolving the issues on a long-term basis byoeraging
more Yukoners to, first of all, enter medical caat also to
return to the Yukon when their education is congalet

We have also done a number of things as a resuheof
new contract we recently signed with Yukon physisidhat
double the retention bonus. We pay off loans ofiestdis while
they are in university, and there are a numbertloérincen-
tives to both attract physicians here, as well @epkthem here
in the territory.

Ms. Hanson:
the means of transmitting the spoken word. The sténihas a
very narrow vision of collaboration and vague cotmneints
don’t cut it. The Yukon Party’s approach to inciea@koners’
dependence on the emergency department and hoagitas-
sions — that's what they’re focusing on. The NDFficH
Opposition and health care advocates everywherg khere
are better models of care that better addressmsitieeeds in a
more efficient way. The end result of those modelto keep
people away from the emergency rooms and out dfitisgital.
Patient-centred, collaborative care takes collafmrawith
communities, patients, nurses, and other health paoviders,
not just doctors.

Will the minister agree to true collaboration byitmg a
broad range of health care providers, includingrplaaists,
physiotherapists, nurse practitioners, mental heaftd addic-
tions workers, and social workers to help designabllabora-
tive care model for this territory?

Hon. Mr. Graham: | first mentioned the collabora-
tive care system some time ago in the first sessidhe Legis-
lature. It's a system that | believe fully in, aitd one of the
reasons that we brought forward nurse practitioagulations.
There's an act on the Order Paper at the presesttth enable
nurse practitioners to offer a broad range of sevthroughout
the territory.

We have already hired a nurse practitioner withim gov-
ernment itself. We have made it perfectly cleaghtifrom six
months ago, that it is our intention to start datmdrative care
clinic here in Whitehorse. It's part of the agreemee just
signed with the Yukon Medical Association. | waseabarlier
in the spring to bring together not only the YMAutbthe
Yukon Registered Nurses Association, at a meetinditcuss
the nurse practitioner regulations and why theynhagro-

| remind the minister that the media are

gressed for seven years. So seven years’ of delayéen re-
solved in the last few months.

We're looking forward with great anticipation togiening
collaborative care here in the territory, oncethese practitio-

I am reminded of that song some ner regulations and this piece of legislation assped.

Question re:  Income supplements

Ms. Stick: We heard from the Premier yesterday that
the Yukon supplementary allowance for persons wigiabili-
ties and seniors on social assistance was increlaaekl in
2005. Today, just as in 2005, a person with dig&sl or a
senior on social assistance receives an additi#t0 a month.
This amount has remained unchanged for the pasnsgrars
and does little to lift Yukoners in greatest neetlaf poverty.

When will the minister look at increasing the Yuksup-
plementary allowance to ensure it meets the neéddigible
seniors and persons with disabilities and condtukeiconsumer
price index?

Hon. Mr. Graham: The Yukon currently provides
one of the highest seniors income supplement ksniefithe
country, and we remain committed to ensuring owekt in-
come seniors continue to receive financial supfram this
government. Our seniors income supplement fornautéed to
the federal government’s guaranteed income supplenages,
and while some seniors benefit from the increasdérial rates
— | am sure the member opposite is talking aboaitcthanges
in July — some also had their Yukon senior incomappe-
ment decreased slightly because of that tie wi¢ghféderal in-
come supplement.

Ms. Stick: Yesterday we also heard the Premier say
that the federal universal child benefit that soiamilies re-
ceive is not considered income for purposes ofutating low-
income tax credits. Yet for a family receiving si@ssistance,
the national child benefit supplement is considénedme, and
this amount is clawed back from social assistance.

Can the minister explain why the national child ddf&n
supplement results in a social assistance clawfmclamilies
in the Yukon who are in the greatest need?

Hon. Mr. Graham: That's an unfortunate occurrence.
At the present time, the department is taking & lab that
regulation. | hope the member opposite is awarectieback
is not a 100-percent clawback; there’'s a very spaitentage.
But we on this side — the government side — fealt'sh
probably inappropriate. We've asked the departrteeprepare
some information for us and we’ll be making a diecion that
soon.

Ms. Stick: This government has had a year to look at
that and to do something. A clawback is a clawbdtie Pre-
mier also said yesterday that enhanced serviceavaikable to
social assistance recipients with severe disaslitThis asser-
tion sounds good yet it doesn't reflect the readtynany Yuk-
oners with disabilities.

Can the minister explain why many individuals wb-
vere disabilities, and the families and caregiwsh® support
them, cannot find appropriate day programs andteespre?

Hon. Mr. Graham: It sounds like the member oppo-
site is intimating that the government is doinghiog for these
people. We have just recently taken the addititreslefits for
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people with disabilities out of the social assiseaprogram so
that it will be a separate item of support for peswith dis-
abilities.

It won't be considered social assistance. But weleae
any number of other things as well. The pioneditytirant
went up by 35 percent. Seniors housing — you omlyehto
take a look at what we've done. We've done 30 neites at
the Waterfront Place seniors facility. We did aaguite addi-
tion in Haines Junction, 12 in Watson Lake, sixaro — and
the athletes village — what used to be the athleitege — |
believe it's 48 units at the college in Whitehotisat were also
done. So we're making progress in all of thesesgraad we're
very proud of it.

Question re:

Mr. Silver:
the hospital in Watson Lake has blown through yetlaer cost
estimate for its construction. When | raised tlisue with the
minister, he said he didn't know where | was gettiny num-
bers from. Well, here’s some information for him.the 2004-
05 budget speech, a former Yukon Party premier ameed
$10.6 million was planned for the construction wbtmulti-
level care facilities in Watson Lake and in Daws®dhe origi-
nal projection was just over $5 million. The Yukdtarty
changed its mind on the scope of the project aruiddd to
build a hospital.

The budget has increased several times since titbraa-
cording to the Hospital Corporation’s own webslitas come in
at $22.1 million.

We now know that the final bill has been increasedn-
other $2.4 million higher. The minister said instthssembly
the other day that the Dawson hospital is on sdeethu be
completed in late December. So, which is it? Thaircis say-
ing one thing, the minister is saying another.

Hon. Mr. Graham: | don’t know where the member
opposite received the information from the chaithe Hospi-
tal Corporation, but there is no doubt that — othas point,
the latest information is that the hospital in Daw<City will
be ready in December and will be opened in MarcApil of
2013.

In the case of the Watson Lake hospital, the desighthe
intent of the hospital was changed substantiall2008, as |
understand it, which is one of the reasons thattsts of the
hospital escalated fairly quickly. Construction isell-
underway in Watson Lake. They expect the facilitype com-
pleted in December of this year and to be openddarch of
2013. The new hospital will be a single-point defivfor most
of the medical services that are available in Watsake. That
includes a nursing station as well as a pharmadydarctors’
offices. The scope changed dramatically in 2008 thatl was
the reason for the increase in costs.

Mr. Silver: Even if the minister and the chair can't
agree on how the project is delayed, everyone statgls that
the project is behind schedule. The project in Watisake has
now been underway for seven years.

One thing the government has been clear on singema
is that the preferred option for the new buildingdawson will
be acute care. As MLA for Dawson, | have heard Jétie

Health care facility costs

The government confirmed this week that

support for the acute care model. In fact, reselamd health
care professionals with whom | have spoken thirg this the
wrong way to proceed. The overwhelming supporbisaf col-
laborative model of health care.

The minister speaks today of education and incestan-
couraging locals to become doctors. | know of sardghin
their final year of medical school from the Klonéikvho will
not come back to an acute care model, who will ardyne
back to an extended care or a collaborative model.

Also, the head of the Yukon Medical Associationapd
said: “In my mind, Dawson is not an acute carelitgci It
seems to be another example of the governmentidgoichat
it wants and then telling the community to accépt i

Why is the government going ahead with this model o
care when there is very little support in the comities for it?

Hon. Mr. Graham: The member opposite is obvi-
ously not quite conversant with the situation. Taet that we
have an acute care hospital designed and builaiwdon City
does not preclude a collaborative care clinic.

You are talking about two different things herecdlabo-
rative care clinic is just that — it's a clinic:dtnot a collabora-
tive care hospital — although the hospital will ke collabo-
rative care model in some areas, such as the enwrgeom.
But a collaborative care clinic is a clinic wherectbrs, nurse
practitioners, registered nurses, perhaps physipists, and a
whole range of medical practitioners gather togetberovide
services to their clients. That's not precludedabyacute care
clinic. So the member opposite, first of all, haget his termi-
nology correct, and then maybe we can discuss ithéli-
gently — or at least one side will.

Mr. Silver: That insult is not to me, it is to the medi-
cal community in Dawson, because that's where l'attigg
my information from, and right now we have extendedpe
nurses who are getting their marching orders becthey will
not be able to go to their full extent and thelf éapabilities as
extended-scope registered nurses with this neweacate
model, unless legislation changes. Now, | am corezbabout
these nurses who currently work in Dawson, who wilt be
able to practise at the same level that they wilhie new hos-
pital, and they are basically being given their charg orders
out of town. Why would they work somewhere whereythare
not allowed to perform to their capabilities andl e paid less
money? We have raised this issue repeatedly wéhnrtimister
over the last year, and so many others in my conitmbave
as well.

Our concerns have obviously fallen on deaf earsthed
government is simply going to go ahead with whatehey
wanted back in 2009.

Why does the minister consult with local resideatsl
then ignore their advice?

Hon. Mr. Graham: As | said previously, the Yukon
Hospital Corporation did extensive consultation xteasive
community consultation, partner consultation arekeholder
consultation — in Dawson City. When | was receiihDaw-
son City, | met with some of the nursing staff fre tcurrent
nursing station there, as well as representativeébeodoctors
in the Dawson City clinic. | have to tell the memlmpposite
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what | was told at those meetings is diametricalhposed to
what he’s saying now. There is no doubt the nuasedeeling
displaced. They have been given offers to workha lospital,
but as the member opposite stated — this is oreevahere he
is correct — they feel that their expertise would domewhat
diminished in that setting. So they have been galésrnatives
by the Department of Health to work in other araamund the
territory, if they so choose.
Some Hon. Member:
Hon. Mr. Graham:
can bring up another question here soon. But thoséhe facts
and we can't run away from those facts. There veasultation
by the Yukon Hospital Corporation, and we will heqeeding.

(Inaudible)

Question re:  Old Crow recreation centre

Mr. Elias:
hypothetical situation for a moment. Imagine Whitefe with-
out the Canada Games Centre or Takhini Arena. imeagl|
the city’s neighbourhoods without their communitg rinks —
that is, imagine a community without any safe comityurec-
reation facilities at all. You might picture thealigy in our
community of Old Crow, then. The youth in my comritymre
growing up in a place where there is no safe oppdst to play
hockey or other winter sports or swim in the sumriéere is
no formal place for our community to host largergpor cul-
tural activities, or for the community to congremand share
meals. If the minister's own constituents were witha safe
and accessible community recreation facility, wivauld she
do to help provide them with one?

Hon. Ms. Taylor: I'd like to thank the member oppo-
site for his question and his perspectives. | yusiht to assure
the member opposite and all members in the Legidathat
the Government of Yukon remains committed to wagkivith
the community of Old Crow and all communities trgbaut
the territory to advance through a whole varietg@imunity-
related, capital initiatives. Within the commundf/ Old Crow,
for example, the construction of the new waterttmesnt plant
is currently underway.

We have upgrades to roads in Old Crow and improwésne
to waste management. Those are but some examphesvahe
Yukon government has been working collaborativelithw
Canada and with the Vuntut Gwitchin government dwaac-
ing issues of importance to that particular comryunyukon
government has invested significantly in communifyastruc-
ture throughout the territory, and that is inclesif recreation
as well — some $10 million in this year's budgedtthromotes
recreation initiatives throughout the entire Yuk@uo we cer-
tainly remain committed to working with the Vunt@tvitchin
government to address the priorities and the neétlse com-
munity, while managing the available resources.

Mr. Elias:
issue, this is it. Old Crow is not without a comritymmecrea-
tion facility for the lack of trying. Everyone ité community
has been hard at work for over a decade, plannidgpaepar-
ing for a community recreation complex we all canpiooud of.
In 2004, a Vuntut Gwitchin General Assembly redsolutrec-
ognized the demonstrated need in the communitya forulti-
use facility and supported the undertaking of sitahty study.

I'd like to beg the House’s indulgence in a

If I have ever had a patriotic cry about an

The Yukon government did provide $10,000 toward,thind it
was completed with hundreds of additional hoursaihmu-
nity support in 2007.

This resulted in a $60,000 working group contribatby
the Vuntut Gwitchin citizens’ trust fund to begiewtlopment
of building design options and conceptual drawirigses the
minister recognize the hundreds of hours of volenteork and
the hundreds of thousands of dollars that Old Geitiwens and
the Vuntut Gwitchin people have already invested

Mr. Speaker, maybe the member conceptualizing and planning a safe community egcweal

facility in Old Crow?

Hon. Ms. Taylor: Well, for the member opposite’s in-
formation, we are very much committed to continuiagvork
with the community of Old Crow to ensure that yowthd
adults in the community have a multitude of oppoittes to
participate in an active and healthy lifestyle. e committed
to working with each and every community throughths
territory.

As | just referenced, we have actually investedxoess of
$200 million in support of a number of communityrastruc-
ture investments throughout the territory, in suppbdrinking
water upgrades, waste-water treatment, road imprewnés,
solid waste, recreation, tourism and culture assalt of these
federal infrastructure programs, to which there basn joint
investment by the Yukon government and the fedgoakern-
ment.

Again, we are very proud of the significant investits
made in the community infrastructure, and we’ll thowe to
work collaboratively with the Vuntut Gwitchin govenent, the
citizens of Old Crow, Canada and many other pasttereal-
ize other areas of importance to the member opgesitom-
munity, while serving to manage those availabl®ueses for
development.

Mr. Elias: I'm proud to say that my fellow community
members in Old Crow did not stop at just planniogd com-
munity recreation complex — quite the contrary. {heave
instead taken it to the point where they are readiuild. In
2008, the working group raised another $136,000jchkvh
funded schematic drawings to determine accuratstangstion
costs and the development of a solid business pe2009, the
building site and the final schematics for conginrc were
finalized. Finally, in 2010, the Yukon Party goverent re-
leased the land to be used for the constructioth@fcommu-
nity recreation facility. Old Crow is ready to kdiiltself a new
community recreation complex. All the pieces arepiace,
except for one.

Is the minister ready to commit to a partnershighvthe
people of Old Crow and put that final piece in ptacCan Old
Crow count on the support of this government foa fmal
funding required to fulfill a demonstrated need éocommu-
nity recreation facility in Old Crow?

Hon. Ms. Taylor: What this minister and what the
Yukon government will in fact commit to on the floof the
Legislature is to continue to work with the Vun@tvitchin
government, as we have in the past and will coetittudo in
the future.

in
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As I've just referenced, in this budget alone owepBrt-
ment of Community Services has dedicated some $®min
terms of drinking water upgrades, improvements ¢ads
within the community of Old Crow and to improvenenb
waste. We will continue to address issues of ingu, as
identified by the Vuntut Gwitchin government, thgbuthe
renewal of an inter-governmental accord, and | tstdad that
the Vuntut Gwitchin government recently had a mmegtivith
our own Premier. We’ll recognize and we appreciheeongo-
ing work of the citizens of Old Crow in realizinigeir priorities
and their needs, and we will continue to work witlem to
advance initiatives of importance, which includereation.

Question re:  Residential school curriculum

Ms. Moorcroft:
First Nation, celebrated the finalization of thesfiland claims
agreements in 1993, after 20 years of negotiatibesause
these agreements provide an opportunity for twelkwof gov-
ernment to work together. However, implementing digeee-
ments requires the Yukon government to take p@sitietion
on a number of fronts.

A more shameful history in the Yukon is that of geven
residential schools that were in operation herevbeh 1890
and 1975. The Trailblazers, as they are known,1@r&'ukon
men who won a court settlement against the govenhraed

Many of us, First Nation and non-

and they develop curriculum materials relating bstFNation
cultures and the residential school experience.

Why has the minister not directed his departmermgatiner
these materials and work collaboratively with treogle who
have done them to offer it in the schools now?

Hon. Mr. Kent: As | mentioned, we’re monitoring
what is happening in the Northwest Territories ahghavut
with respect to their residential school curricultimat’'s being
offered. When it comes to the Tr'ondék Hwéch’insEiNation,
they have, of course, developed some resourceseoresiden-
tial school experience. Our Yukon First NationsdpPamns and
Partnerships unit is in discussions with them ow kius might
be part of a course that we're developing. There saveral
examples of the Department of Education workinghwhiirst
Nations, whether it's the Old Crow experiential gmam or
some of the other programs referred to by the merappo-
site.

| think there’s a tremendous amount of work thatvee
done; there’s a tremendous amount of work yet tddre. I've
actually committed to attend the CYFN leadershipetimg
next week and I'm looking forward to speaking widpresen-
tatives of that organization and the chiefs whoiargttendance
about any number of issues related to educationFénst Na-
tion education initiatives here in the Yukon.

Ms. Moorcroft: | believe that the Yukon should be

the Roman Catholic Church because they were abased leading the way on this. Our responsibility as $&gors, as

Lower Post residential school. The Trailblazers duskat

money to form the Committee on Abuse in ResidentiaE

Schools, a first in Canada. Now it is time for g@ernment to
lead the way.

Will the Minister of Education tell us why Yukon tsmols
are not delivering residential school curriculurdag?

Hon. Mr. Kent:
residential schools, | had the opportunity to meatier this
spring with Justice Murray Sinclair here in Whitet® and
then again at the national ministers of educatiaetings in
Halifax. Justice Sinclair presented there. Thers wa awful
lot of talk around the table among all of the mii@is, particu-
larly the western ministers, about the need fas tipe of cur-
riculum. | know that the Northwest Territories ahdinavut
have introduced this curriculum and what we arenglois
monitoring what their success is. We will take akiat the
program and we've committed — | committed earllés tyear
in the media — to having something ready when mes to
residential school curriculum — ready and availaddesarly as
the 2013-14 school year.

Ms. Moorcroft:
needs to be aware that there has already been lthveédo-
cally developed resources that are available tdDieartment
of Education, related to residential school.

The Tr'ondék Hwéch’in First Nation published the

K'anacha scrapbook, created an archival collediuth held a
welcome home ceremony for residential school sorgivThe
Liard Aboriginal Women’s Society has offered Kaskaguage
and culture camps and have been involved in thestheg for
Justice project. The Teslin Tlingit Council prephre Caring
for the Land Initiative. The Yukon native teachetueation
program has an annual culture camp where theiestadvork

When it comes to the curriculum for

| think that the Minister of Education

arents, as professionals in a broad range ofiposjtand as
itizens is to be aware of the past and to achahknowledge.
The shocking legacy of residential schools is feaching.
Children who were forcibly removed from their faired and
communities did not have the ability to grow uphimmes with
their families.

We're all paying for residential schools in our isbcour
health and our educational costs. We have an apptytto
educate our students who need to learn from thie pas

Will the Minister of Education direct his departnhen
work with First Nation governments and partners tindather
available residential school resources and infaonaind draft
curriculum, and do that sooner — this year — nott iyear or
the year after — but to start today?

Hon. Mr. Kent: In the previous answers I've given, |
have mentioned to the member opposite that thak woal-
ready underway. | referred to the work being dagatrnow
with Trondék Hwéch'in. | referred to other workibg done
with the Vuntut Gwitchin government. There's a tesrdous
number of examples of cooperation and collaboratith First
Nations when it comes to developing curriculum.

There’s, of course, a commitment to work towardGCa 2
percent locally developed curriculum with these osth, so
that work is underway. We are monitoring what isngedone
in N.W.T. and Nunavut specific to residential sdspbut there
are some things here in the Yukon that | think wecto also
incorporate, such as the impact of the Klondiked3®ush, or
the Alaska Highway, or some of the positive impawiih To-
gether Today for our Children Tomorroand theUmbrella
Final AgreementEducation is going to be a big way where we
can address these concerns — it's the key way —lamd
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committed as minister to setting the foundationtfa next 20
years so that we can make a generational changse that
education gap, and close that labour gap thatsekistween
First Nations in the Yukon, and non-First Natiotizens.

Speaker:
elapsed. We will proceed to Orders of the Day.

ORDERS OF THE DAY
GOVERNMENT PRIVATE MEMBERS’ BUSINESS

MOTIONS OTHER THAN GOVERNMENT MOTIONS
Motion No. 240

Clerk:
Hassard.

Speaker:
Nisutlin:

THAT this House urges the Government of Canadade r
ognize the important role Parks Canada sites ino¥iylay in
attracting visitors, increasing the value of Yukonrism prod-
ucts and supporting local travel and recreation by:

(1) ensuring that Dredge No. 4 continues to be dpdahe
public with guided tours, and that operating hodwsing the
summer season are not reduced,;

(2) recognizing the historical and tourism value Bdar
Creek by opening it to the public and providingdgd tours
during the summer season;

(3) restoring the funding for the curatorial, cavsgion
and collections management of the quarter of danilhrtifacts
in Dawson City, including the preservation of Dawsohis-
toric buildings;

(4) continuing to provide year-round access to Keu&la-
tional Park, including access to emergency mediodl search
and rescue services, ski trails and winter campjpprtunities
at the Kathleen Lake campground;

(5) ensuring that th&8S Klondikecontinues to be open to
the public with guided tours, and that operatingirsoduring
the summer season are not reduced;

(6) continuing to provide year-round services fbwe t
Chilkoot Trail National Historic site; and

(7) promoting the development of interpretive anstiuc-
tional material for lvvavik National Park and VuhtNational
Park.

It is moved by the Member for Pelly-

Mr. Hassard: I'd like to take a few minutes today to
talk about the important role Parks Canada playattiracting
visitors, increasing the value of Yukon tourism gwots and
supporting local travel and recreation.

I would like to talk about the “where” of this moti, as it
influences the type of visitors who will visit thigfferent parks
and sites. | will cover the parks and sites thaglieve are rele-
vant to this motion and | will be addressing thekBaCanada
sites in Yukon. | would like to mention Ivvavik, Navut and
Kluane National Parks. Ivvavik covers the area leetwthe
Beaufort Sea and the Vuntut National Park. It's tadving
ground for the Porcupine caribou herd. The Vuntatidhal

Park is located immediately south of the IvvaviktiN@aal Park.
It is compelling because of the northern Yukon'sque, non-
glaciated landscape.

Kluane National Park and Reserve Visitor Centreated
in the southwest corner of Yukon, is Yukon’s UNES@Orld

The time for Question Period has now Heritage Site. It is also home to Canada’s higpestk, a fact

that the MLA for that area likes to remind us ofitqufre-
quently.

I would like to talk about some of the holdings and
around Dawson City. These include the Dawson Hisibr
Complex National Historic Site of Canada, whiclkaisimpor-
tant collection of buildings in Dawson City frometiKlondike
Gold Rush. We have the former Territorial Courtre®uda-
tional Historic Site of Canada, which is a substnframe

Motion No. 240, standing in the name of Mr. judicial building from the 1900-01 period. Therel&SS Keno

National Historic Site of Canada. TI®S Kends a wooden
steamboat built in 1922, which is 140 feet long &tdfeet
wide and consists of three decks.

| want to talk about Dredge No. 4 National HistdBite of
Canada, which symbolizes the importance of the gingd
operations between 1899 and 1966, with the evalutiogold
mining in the Klondike. Dredge No. 4 is located Bananza
Creek.

Here in Whitehorse, we have tl8S KlondikeNational
Historic Site of Canada. It celebrates the largest last Yukon
commercial steamboat. | will also mention the Ghilk Trail,
even though it is in B.C., because of its hist@i ongoing
significance to the Yukon.

I would like to share with you Parks Canada’s méedan
behalf of the people of Canada, we protect andeptesation-
ally significant examples of Canada’s natural aalducal heri-
tage, and foster public understanding, appreciatioth enjoy-
ment in ways that ensure their ecological and comanative
integrity for present and future generations.

| think that if you look at the motion today, youlsee
that it calls for the Government of Canada to redog the im-
portant role Parks Canada sites in Yukon playtiraeting visi-
tors, increasing the value of Yukon tourism produmtd sup-
porting local travel and recreation. I've craftddstmotion so
that it speaks to attracting visitors. | think tletdresses the
mandate to present nationally significant exampfeSanadian
heritage and the mandate to foster public undetstignand
appreciation.

It speaks to increasing the value of Yukon tourizrod-
ucts. Again, that speaks to the mandate to prasatimnally
significant examples of Canadian heritage and thedate to
foster public understanding and appreciation. b apeaks to
supporting local travel and recreation that addreske aspect
of Parks Canada’'s mandate to protect and presemadazs
heritage and foster appreciation and enjoymenpfesent and
future generations.

Let me share with you the role Parks Canada seitnéon-
selves: “We are guides to visitors from aroundwiogld, open-
ing doors to places of discovery and learning,ecfon and
recreation.” They also write that — quote: “We aterytellers,
recounting the history of our land and our peoplehe-stories
of Canada.”
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They commit to present the beauty and significasfosur
natural world and to chronicle the human deternmaand
ingenuity that have shaped our nation. As wellytb@mmit to
celebrate the legacy of visionary Canadians, wipassion and
knowledge have inspired the character and valuesiotoun-
try.

| spent some time preparing for today by readingiaga-
ment plans. | want to share how these draft managepians
are prepared with local input.

During the fall of 2010, Parks Canada invited comtae
and suggestions for a new management plan for tbedike
National Historic Sites, including Dawson Histoti€omplex,

Dredge No. 4, thesS Kenpthe former territorial courthouse ...

and the Discovery Claim. There was significant riesé from
partners, stakeholders and the public in helpirsgpshhe plan.

In the Vuntut National Park of Canada Managemeah PI
2010 it states that Parks Canada’s goal is to erthat Canadi-
ans have a strong sense of connection through nmgfahiex-
periences to these protected places and that filases are
enjoyed in ways that leave them unimpaired for gmesand
future generations. It goes on to state that theag@ment plan
integrates the three elements of Parks Canada'slateinthe
protection of heritage resources, the facilitatafnvisitor ex-
periences, and the provision of public outreactcatan.

The second part in answering the question of whyg &n-
swer why this product is meaningful and valuableYtgkon
visitors. Why does this material that Parks Canlaas gener-
ated matter?

In this section, | plan to talk about why this neadt to
Yukoners and visitors. The demographic of visitdos the
Yukon is changing. In talking with tourists and skoin the
industry, it's clear that the demographic of visitato the
Yukon are changing. The kind of tourists comingayp@ more
likely to be here to experience Yukon's culture aodxplore
our history. Today’s visitor is more likely to pea@ higher
importance on the understanding of our past andcaliure
and they are willing to pay for those opportuniti€his is often
referred to as “cultural tourism.”

I'd like to mention a few things | found on “culalrtour-
ism.” This kind of tourism is interested in explugi a region’s
culture, including their history, their art and ithifestyle in
person. People like to learn firsthand to expegehdstory,
rather than to read about it in a book or watcbnita video.
This means they are more likely to go to histor&ités, go to
museums, or go to art venues. | am told that “calttourists”
tend to spend quite a bit more than regular taairist

Parks Canada has assets and artifacts that sholegaey of
the development of the Yukon. These sites and iterassig-
nificant parts of our cultural legacy. It would bery disap-
pointing for Parks Canada to abandon developinsgtioeltural
products. | would have to argue the best thing $&k&nada
could do is to take these cultural sites and atsfand continue
to add value to them and continue to make them raocessi-
ble to the marketplace.

Now | said, “THAT this House urges the Governmeht o
Canada to recognize the important role Parks Casées in
Yukon play in attracting visitors, increasing tredue of Yukon
tourism products and supporting local travel arateation by:

Mr. Speaker, | would like to share with you sometaf in-
formation | learned from my tour of our local sitem by Parks
Canada. In May of 1898, some 4,735 boats of oné &man-
other, carrying some 28,000 people went past thehMest
Mounted Police checkpoint at the Tagish Post. ¢inis thing to
read words in a book that tell you each claim imBan was
500 feet wide; it is much more meaningful to stawd the
mounds of dirt, processed by the dredge into @dlipiles. As |
walked along these piles, | thought of the dredgimarhines,
chugging through all the dirt and sifting out thaldy It is im-
pressive and awe-inspiring.

I mentioned all of these products because | wartrie
home what is valuable about these parks. Overdhbese of the
summer, | found myself reading many of the managgme
plans for the parks and historic sites in the Yukon

As | prepared for today, | did some reading onrtkab-
site and | looked at several of their managemeansl One
thing | read that stuck with me is that, in orderémain rele-
vant to a changing Canadian society, Parks Carsmthking a
fresh look at the needs and desires of Canadiansndt too
sure how closing up shops helps you stay relewant decided
to put this motion forward as a way to help finsiodution.

Parks Canada’s management plan calls for themtivzec
seek ways to better connect Canadians with theiralaand
historic treasures. They call for an increase #irtlefforts in
seeking and strengthening support from existing sl part-
ners, reaching new audiences, engaging youth ctittgamore
visitors, making meaningful connections with comiities,
and ensuring real and inspiring opportunities aicdivery for
all Canadians. Accomplishing that by reducing smsior by
switching out the human element for a machine isgyto be
difficult, in my mind.

The whole reason cultural tourists come to a reggoto

The Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Deve experience it in person instead of through a coemputet’s

opment has described cultural tourism as one ofattgest and
fastest growing global tourism markets. It sayg thdture and
creative industries are increasingly being usedréonote des-
tinations and enhance competitiveness and atteasBss.
Many locations are now actively developing themgible and
intangible cultural assets as a means of develagingparative
advantages in an increasingly competitive tourisarkaetplace
and to create local distinctiveness in the facglatbalization.

make that an authentic experience by keeping ooplpen the
mix. Iltem (1) from my motion was ensuring that DyedNo. 4
continues to be open to the public with guided d$oamd that
operating hours during the summer season are dotee.

| went to see Dredge No. 4 with my wife this sumniiés
located at Claim No. 17, below Discovery on Bona@raek.
It is roughly two thirds the size of a football lleand eight
stories high. Again, it's one thing to read abdwdse numbers,

Yukoners have much to offer. Parks Canada has alontrbut it's quite another to stand in person on thiedde and just

over some sites that are very important to Yukdmi'story.

see how big it really is. The dredge was electiycpbwered
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from the company’s hydro-plant on the Klondike Riabout
30 miles away, requiring 920 continuous horsepouuting
the digging operation. Extra horsepower was neededsion-
ally for such things as hoisting the spud, whicluseal the
dredge to pivot or to raise the gangplank. The gkechoved
along on a pond of its own making, digging goldatirg
gravel in front, recovering the gold through thevalging
screen washing plant and then depositing the grauelthe
stacker at the rear. The dredge pond could be 8804y as
much as 500 feet wide, depending on the width efvdilley in
which the dredge was working.

Mr. Speaker, some people learn by reading things
books. Some people learn by hands-on, real-lifee&pce. |
am so appreciative of the opportunity to see Yugdmstory
first-hand. The operating season was, on averdgsta200
days, starting in late April or early May, and cgtérg 24 hours
a day until late November, or until it was too cotddredge
any more. Given my own personal background, | ldaning
about solutions that folks came up with in respottssome
fairly major challenges that they faced. | was venpressed
by this dredge and others like it, and at its v@gnificant en-
gineering accomplishment.

The second point in my motion was recognizing tie h
torical and tourism value of Bear Creek by openintp the
public and providing guided tours during the sumseason.

The Canadian Register of Historical Places is aifira
searchable database that includes listings of riispbaces im-
portant to communities, cities, provinces, terigsrand the
nation. It is administered by Parks Canada. Itag pf a na-
tional program through which local provincial, itorial and
federal governments enable people to learn abdukyaafe-
guard and enjoy the country’s historic places. Tanadian
register does not connote national historic sigaifice, though
many national historic sites of Canada are lisRather, it is a
nationwide register of property, many of which afelocal
significance and have been nominated by local gowents.
There are many more buildings at Bear Creek, buait to
flag the following structures which were identifiead signifi-
cant: the auto repair shop, building 7; the camyestiop, build-
ing 6; the cat repair shop, building 8; the Trobesgidence,
building 67; warehouse 1, building 27; warehousdulding
35; the engineering office, building 19; anotheigiaeering
office, building 28; the gold room, building 29; cathe ma-
chine shops, buildings 1 and 2. Unfortunately, m&nkoners
and many visitors are unaware of this site andetheko do
visit it are unable to fully experience all thaistlsite has to
offer.

We urge the Government of Canada to recognize ithe
torical and tourism value of Bear Creek by openintp the
public and providing guided tours during the sumseason.

The third point in my motion was restoring the fingdfor
the curatorial, conservation and collections maneg# of the
quarter of a million artifacts in Dawson City, inding the
preservation of Dawson'’s historical buildings. Améntioned
earlier, | spent some time reading the managemiamt for
these parks and sites. | would like to share withHouse that
Parks Canada heard from nearly 100 organizatiodsiraohi-

viduals who provided comments at one of the thrgdip open
houses, a stakeholder workshop, and through comfoans
and written submissions. All input received wassidered by
the planning team and directly influenced the dhmgftof the
management plan. Parks Canada produced a coupensiet-
ters for the Dawson work that reflected what waartheluring
the consultations and provides highlights of thgmigicant new
directions proposed in the management plan.

With respect to the vision for the region, Parksn&ia
asked for help in developing a vision for the KliedNational
Historic Sites, or NHS — an inspiring picture ofetklesired
istate of these sites 15 years in the future.

Many suggestions for the vision included the foilogv
ideas: that the Klondike NHS represent an ongoirgst— the
history of the gold rush is still alive and Dawd0ity still con-
tinues to evolve. The sites are part of this liviegacy.

The people and the community are fundamental tduhe

ture of the sites. Dawson City is a vibrant comryand peo-
ple’s sense of pride draws visitors and strengthbissliving
historical community.

The preservation of the buildings is importantfisgtthe
stage for sharing the stories and increasing theesef place.

The Klondike NHS are rich in stories and experisnce

Amidst the backdrop of historical buildings andifadts, it is
the human connection that creates a positive expesi for
visitors.

Parks Canada can play a role in the future econal®ic
velopment of the community — great potential fortparships
that build on strengths and existing assets.

During consultations, Parks Canada was encouraged t

partner and cooperate with others in the communitpok for
innovative ways to protect and use the heritagddimgs.
There are over 90 heritage structures managed kg Eanada
between the Bear Creek compound and the DawsoncGity
plex.

Parks Canada is beginning a process of evaluatidrire
ventory of these structures that can realistida#lyused by oth-
ers and assessment of feasible reality optionksRaanada is
open to innovative proposals and encourages otbénsest in
heritage structures and to fully utilize the builgs. | just men-
tioned the Klondike Gold Rush international histogark. |
would like to talk about some of the features @it thark.

The Klondike National Historic Sites of Canada,atsd
around the Dawson area, commemorate the 1896 gsit the
role of large corporate gold mining in the Klondilend river
transportation in Yukon. During the Klondike Goldigh in
1897-98, thousands of adventurers and fortune-seditaved

months, Dawson went from a remote trading post orudflat
at the confluence of the Klondike and Yukon Riveersa com-
munity of some 50,000 people from around the wodrks
Canada has several assets in this region that cororaée this
tremendous period in Yukon’s history.

These holdings include the following: the Robertv@e
Cabin, theSS KenoNational Historic Site, the Dredge No.
National Historic Site and the Discovery Claim Matl His-
toric Site.

h many dangers to come to the Dawson area. In a matte

4
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During my visits to Dawson this summer, | learneitea
bit as | toured these facilities, and I’'m sharihgstinformation
| learned to show Yukoners the kinds of resourcak$Can-
ada provided. | was very impressed with the pasaithqual-
ity of those who worked at these sites, and | wantention
the very informative Parks Canada website. Mucthefinfor-
mation that I'm sharing with you today | was abtedouble-
check on that website. My visits were both entantgj and
educational. It is an experience | hope each ofvgitors has
had the opportunity to experience while being herethe
Yukon.

But it was not all work and toil. Yukon inspiredrse very
fine poets. | had the opportunity to visit the olbin of Robert
Service, and I'm sure each of us has a favourienpof his.
For me, it'sThe Spell of The Yukand no, | am not tempted to
recite it.

| also want to mention some of the other produetated
to Yukon Parks. I'd like to mention the “Great Uhsal Mys-
teries in Canadian History.” This project — basé¢dh& Uni-
versity of Victoria, the Université de Sherbrooked the Uni-
versity of Toronto — is based on the premise thadents can
be drawn into Canadian history and archival rese#toough

| learned that Dawson City was named for Dr. Georgeahe enticements of solving historical cold casese @f their

Mercer Dawson, a Canadian government geologig.db im-
portant that one of Canada’s most significant giudestina-
tions is named for someone from the mining indugsywe all
know, mining played — and continues to play — dical role
in our tourism industry.

As | toured the Dawson area, | discovered that agust
17, 1896, Bob Henderson, George Carmack and Hiéngjs
partners Skookum Jim and Tagish Charlie found gmhdi
staked the first four claims. In order to obtaiplacer mining
grant, a miner had to stake the ground where hendlgd to
mine and record his claim at the mining recordeffice. This
was done by completing an application form whicbluded
such information as the miner's name, address, Kieer's
Certificate number, when and where his claim wasted, as
well as its size.

The Series 10 Mining Recorders’ Recorfis placer min-
ing claims, 1896-1971, is an important group ofords com-
prised of more than 200 books giving access bykcered
claim number to many of the other classes of recthmet were
maintained by the mining recorder. Generally, eachjor
placer creek had one or more books that containeaga for
each claim that was laid out on a creek. The boeksrded the
various transactions, owners, mortgages, liensewals, et
cetera, that were registered against each clainrieEnthat
were made often cross-referenced such items ascatiphs
for grants, registered document numbers, certdcadf re-
newal and certificates of work. This, Mr. Speakervhere you
would find the first claim by George Carmack listed

It is that kind of educational product, that kindi@arning
and that kind of cultural experience that our aisitfind infor-
mative and compelling. It's that kind of experientet our
tourism operators find marketable and profitable.

| also toured th&S Kenol found this a fascinating look at
how these boats transformed the Yukon. Remembémptia
to the Alaska Highway, almost everything was shippg wa-
ter. TheSS Kenawvas built in Whitehorse in 1922. As | said, it
was 130 feet long. It was built to transport sijMead and zinc
ore from the mines in the Mayo district 180 milesStewart

City. | read on th&SKends website that one steamer, depend-

ing on its size, consumed approximately 120 corfdsvaod
every trip from Whitehorse to Dawson. Think abdwttfor a
minute, Mr. Speaker. As | read about the sitesas wnpressed
by the pioneering can-do attitude. They found a wmapver-
come the challenges before them — and there wergypl

cold cases is who discovered Klondike gold. Thidsite of-

fers a wide range of primary and secondary archineterial to

help you understand the people credited with tiseadiery of

Klondike gold, as well as the historical contextlodir discov-

ery. It features lesson plans and activities desidor grades 5
to 12; however, it will fascinate anyone who watdslearn

more about the subject.

Other related products include MysteryQuest, which
interactive, user-friendly lessons designed for lmgéndividu-
als working alone or with a partner. Suggestionsafapting
these resources for use by an entire class aredfaurthe
teachers’ notes attached to each MysteryQuesteTikealso a
Sternwheeler Edukit for Yukon teachers, who carrdworit.
Each contains a riverboat video, old photos, teaghile book
and posters, and is suitable for grade 5 socidiesu

A bit earlier | related some of the community feadkthat
the Klondike National Historic Site is rich in ses and ex-
perience. Amid a backdrop of historical buildingsl artifacts,
it is the human connection that creates a posiierience for
visitors. This motion calls for the Government cfr@da to
recognize the important role Parks Canada sitekénYukon
play in attracting visitors, increasing the valdfeYakon tour-
ism products and supporting local travel and remeaby re-
storing the funding for the curatorial, conservatand collec-
tions management of the quarter of a million actdan Daw-
son City, including the preservation of Dawson’'stbiic build-
ings.

Parks Canada’s mandate is to protect and preséiohna
ally significant examples of Canada’s natural anlducal heri-
tage and foster public understanding, appreciatioth enjoy-
ment in ways that ensure their ecological and comanative
integrity for present and future generations. Iflage the peo-
ple who provide the curatorial, conservation antlectons
management, we are at risk of losing the abilitytotect and
present this example of our cultural heritage andability to
foster public understanding, appreciation and engmt in
ways that ensure their ecological and commemoratitegrity
for the future generations.

Item (4) in my motion said, “continuing to provigear-
round access to Kluane National Park, includingeascto
emergency medical and search and rescue servikieBaits
and winter camping opportunities at the KathleekeLaamp-
ground”. | am sure my colleague from Kluane wileag to this
part of the motion as well.
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As | read the management documents, | noted tlegtdte
reflecting a change in the kind of visitor Yukona#racting.
Several factors are driving the need to review euse the
visitor experience offered in the park: changingjter patterns;
decreasing backcountry use and increasing frontopurse;
changing tourism trends; an aging and more afflpepulation
looking for greater comforts while travelling; reved work
within Parks Canada, striving to better serve teeds of Ca-
nadians in order to continue being relevant inofttiure; local
First Nation economic interests in tourism-basedirmsses,
providing employment and a greater range of visigoortuni-
ties; funding pressures on the maintenance ofovidécilities
and assets — for example, parks, trails and canypgisy and
needing to review park visitor opportunities withiegional
tourism context.

Mr. Speaker, it is given that the demographics isftars
to the Yukon in general and the visitors to Kludak in par-
ticular are changing. Since we know this is theecadelieve
that if the user population is older, then we phpashould
ensure that we have appropriate medical and seanthescue
services. The trend is for park users to be mavatéountry
than backcountry users. That seems to mean thairigeéhe
campground open would be a good idea.

| think we have to recognize the park’s demograplaicd
respond to them. Having run a business, | appedtat we
have to pay attention to our customers. A busitleas stops
serving the needs of their customers tends to lcageomers
stop coming to that business. | would like to shaith you
what Jim Byers, the travel editor foittp://www.thestar.com/
wrote on his May 28, 2012, blog — I'll mention hibecause
he has travelled extensively in his life and hisnagents were
published onhttp://www.thestar.comivebsite. He wrote that
the park’s centre will probably offer to show yownew, 20-
minute video they're quite proud of — and justifialso. It's
well done and the scenery is jaw-droppingly bealtiHe
noted the impact of the park on local First Natjoasd then
wrote, “There are fabulous shots of glaciers arldngi trails
and grizzly bears and moose and all that, and ifheovalone
was enough to convince me to come back in mid-sunsorae
time.”

He also talked about his drive past Kathleen Lékeérove
a few minutes further south, then pulled over tachathe
clouds dip and swirl over a jagged mountain peake Toad
feels similar to the parkway between Jasper andfBane of
the differences being that when | was pulled owerlf0 min-
utes | spotted just one vehicle; a motorcycle. W fainutes
later, | look down the road and lumbering up théikia very
large moose.”

That gentleman’s experience encapsulates the Kitalio
ists that we have coming to the Yukon. They arerésged by
the scenery; their encounters with wildlife are tghlights of
their trip; and they are socially aware and conedriThey are
increasingly the kind of customer that is cominghe Yukon,
and | urge Canada to continue to provide year-rcaswbss to
Kluane National Park, including access to emergemedlical
and search and rescue services, ski trails ancewaamping
opportunities at the Kathleen Lake campground.

Item (5) in my motion spoke to ensuring that 8% Klon-
dike continues to be open to the public with guidedgcand
that the operating hours during the summer seasomat re-
duced. | did some reading on the Parks Canada asite
Wikipedia for theSS Klondikelt was the name of two stern-
wheelers, the second now a national historic sitmatkd in
Whitehorse. Both ran freight between Whitehorse Bad/son
City along the Yukon River from 1921 to 1936 and@90
1950.

The SS Klondike Was built in 1921 and served until it ran
aground in 1936. The British Yukon Navigation Compaised
parts of theSS Klondike ko build theSS Klondike Iithe fol-
lowing year. TheSS Klondike licarried freight until 1952. In
the final years of its service, it operated asaser ship. This
service was shut down permanently in 1955. The wlaip do-
nated to Parks Canada and was gradually restor@d1966,
when city authorities agreed to move the ship sopitesent
location, then part of a squatter’s residence. {Hs& required
three bulldozers, eight tons of Palmolive soaprewcof 12
men and three weeks to complete. Greased logsaksed the
process.

| can recall stories of the late Andy Hooper movimgos-
sibly large structures, and | think that this mayvd been his
crowning achievement, next to moving the museuriiaslin
— but it was close. In August 1955, t88 Klondike Isteamed
into Whitehorse for the very last time. | thinkstimportant to
recognize not only the role of this particular \vesbut also all
of the steamboats that served the Yukon.

Item (6) in my motion spoke to continuing to provigear-
round service for the Chilkoot Trail National HigtoSite. Al-
though it is not located within the boundaries afk®n, | also
wanted to mention the Chilkoot Trail National HistoSite of
Canada. The Canadian side of the trail is admir@dtby Parks
Canada. The Chilkoot Trail was designated a naltibisdoric
site because of the role it played in the mass mew of peo-
ple to the Yukon during the Klondike Gold Rushpibtects the
historic gateway to the Yukon once trod by Tlingitst Nation
traders and Klondike Gold Rush stampeders. ThekQiiil
Trail is a component of the Klondike Gold Rush intgional
Historic Park, which also includes Dawson HistdriCamplex
National Historic Site, Thirty Mile Heritage Rivemd Klon-
dike Gold Rush National Historic Park in the Unit8thtes.
The Log Cabin parking lot is the most common stggirea for
winter activities in the Chilkoot Trail National storic Site. |
have driven to this area in the winter and the ipgritot has
been packed with campers and snowmobile trailéssalvery
popular spot.

| also understand that it is a favourite spot kies. The
Log Cabin parking lot is an excellent starting pdior cross-
country skiing in the White Pass area. The FatheudWet
Buckwheat ski trails are home to the annual Buclattski
race as they begin across the tracks from the laj@nparking
lot and are packed and maintained by volunteemutirout the
winter.

Cross-country skiers may also follow the White Paisd
Yukon Route right-of-way toward Bennett. | think sagpeople
know about Log Cabin as a place to go cross-colgkliigg or
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snowmobiling; however, the Chilkoot Trail site is@popular
for alpine touring, telemark skiing, backcountrypaoarding,
snowshoeing, and even dog sledding.

Item (7) in the motion spoke to “promoting the deye
ment of interpretive and instructional material fevavik Na-
tional Park and Vuntut National Park.”

Both the Ivvavik and Vuntut parks are significaatthe
Vuntut Gwitchin culture. People wishing to learnna@an do
so through the Parks Canada publicatMeget the People Who
Call the Arctic HomeOther items include work on the Spirit of
the Vuntut, Old Crow Flats, British Mountains aite tPeople
of the Lakes.

Mr. Speaker, | want to draw your attention to therkvof
Vuntut Gwitchin elders visiting the remains of aibau fence
and the interactive experience of caribou fencesydu may
know, until about 1920, the Gwich'in used carib@ndes to
harvest caribou. These wooden structures consistedrift
fences that spanned kilometres and guided carib@ugolidly
built corral, which funnelled caribou into a comstied area
where they could easily be killed. Evidence of thfficient
harvesting method is now being found across théhnarith a
total of 46 known sites in Alaska, the Northwestriferies and
the Yukon. Seven of these fences are located witi@n/untut
National Park, representing important archaeoldgica cul-
tural sites.

In conclusion, | would like to share something FMuel-
ler posted on his blog, entitled “Robert Servicduith colour”,
which was posted on Monday, October 22, 2012. Hetenr
about a recent photo session in Dawson City to tst@oKlon-
dike National Historic Sites for the Canadian Tenri Com-
mission.

One of the Parks Canada staff leading the group walk-
ing tour had been reciting service ballads. Whileyt were
recreating a famous photograph, Mr. Mueller wagrgmressed
that he found himself feeling like he was backhatturn of the
last century; back in the era of the gold rush. Mueller wrote
the following: “I've been to Dawson many times, jefelt
something significant at the cabin that day, like travelled
through time and found Klondike gold myself. It wagesta-
ment to the power of interpretation.” The powerirderpreta-
tion has the ability to make the past come alivés the power
of interpretation that connects us with these Hamed makes
these parks and sites meaningful. That is the gfo@hrks Can-
ada’s mandate, and | would encourage Canada tgmeenthe
important role Parks Canada sites in the Yukon piagttract-
ing visitors, increasing the value of Yukon tourigroducts,
and supporting local travel and recreation. | Idokward to
hearing what everyone in this Assembly has to saiay.
Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker.

Ms. Hanson: Mr. Speaker, I'd like to start by thank-
ing the Member from Pelly-Nisutlin for his remarkss after-
noon.

I'm sure | join and echo the views of many Yukonevko
would say that the experiences he outlined witlpeesto his
views and his visits to various Yukon Parks Cansitks echo
theirs. They echo those of many international eisitI’'m sure

that many of them would like to know, where wereiyas a
member of the Yukon Party, where was the Governnoént
Yukon last spring, when these cuts —

Speaker’s statement
Speaker:  Order. | would remind the member to direct
the comments through the Chair and to the Chair.

Ms. Hanson:  Okay, where was he —
Speaker:  Thank you.
Ms. Hanson: — last summer? Where was the Yukon

Party? Where was the Yukon Party government lashgp
when these cuts were being effected by the fedgoaern-
ment?

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

Point of order
Speaker:
der.
Hon. Mr. Cathers: Where was the Leader of the NDP
when the government introduced a motion this spanghis
matter?

Government House Leader, on a point of or-

Speaker’s ruling

Speaker:  There is no point of order.
Ms. Hanson: May | continue, Mr. Speaker?
Speaker: The Leader of the Official Opposition has

the floor. Please carry on.

Ms. Hanson: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. So last spring
when these cuts were being brought forward, whenothni-
bus budget bill was being put forward, the Offidbposition
stood and called upon this government to speakThat did
not happen.

Through this motion we are essentially and effetyiv
talking about the impact of federal Conservativeeegoment
cuts and their radical agenda for this country #rel fallout
that has been felt in the Yukon. This is not artralos — this is
real. These are real people, these are real jothshes is our
real heritage.

When it comes to federal decisions that have atnega
impact on the Yukon — you know, | don't think theukbn
Party can be blamed for being inconsistent. Theyehaeen
extremely consistent. The Yukon Party responsebkas sim-
ple — they won't stand up and say to the federalegament
— to their federal Conservative colleagues — thist is wrong
and that this will have an impact on this regiortte$ country,
and they will not and have not advocated on betfalfukon-
ers and in Yukoners’ best interests.

So what we have heard again today is suggesting tha
Parks Canada should somehow self-remedy this.dt tlaese
are the impacts of federal government cuts thrabghomni-
bus budget. It is because of a federal governmeaisibn —
not the agency of Parks Canada — we're seeingabdts of
this in the territory.
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So we heard this afternoon the Yukon Party govermme

going on at great length in this motion, and | khihere is a lot
to talk about in terms of the legacy and the imgoaee of Parks
Canada’s presence in this territory. But, you knthe, problem
is that this is after the fact. This is after thgplementation of
this omnibus bill and the cuts to Parks Canada feready
begun. I'll speak more about that in a moment. ¥oaw, this
is not an isolated event or an isolated impacthis territory.
As the Official Opposition, we have risen in oumth, in our
place, to speak to the implications for this temjt for Yukon-
ers, for business, and for industry on a whole eaofyinitia-
tives that the federal Conservative governmentghuasn place
through various pieces of legislation. There arensmy exam-
ples of this government’s apparent lack of intefasttanding
up for Yukoners’ interests when it comes to fedeyavern-
ment decisions and the impact of those decisiomsr e last
few days, we have joined with Canadians acrossdhbetry —
and today | see with the Union of British Columbradian
Chiefs — to respond to earlier criticisms from tménisters
opposite that it's just some individuals who hawenaerns

about theCanada-China Foreign Investment Promotion an
Protection AgreemenMore and more people are realizing that

it’s important that Canadians stand up to thesé.tBe Yukon
government is alone in accepting absolutely evéngthithat
their federal counterparts say is good for them.

We as Yukoners will feel the impact of that, and vegjin
to see the real impact as we see the erosion ofapacity in
this territory to tell our story — and that's reallvhat Parks
Canada is all about.

Again, I'll go back and just remind the members agite
and the Members of the Legislative Assembly hemr tanthe
listeners and to those people who rekhsardthat it’s not just
Parks Canada that has felt the draconian cuts mindskof this
federal government. When we said to the Premidrsjpsng:
Where was he and where was his voice in speakinietded-
eral Minister of Finance with respect to the thawsaof public
servants who work for the Yukon government, who gotide
awakening in the omnibus budget? They're now exqabet as
a result of that budget — to make larger contriimaito their
pensions with the stroke of a pen.

Yukon public sector workers now pay an average of

$1,100 more a year toward their pensions out af theuse-
hold budget. Yukon Party is responsible — they toatre and
they didn’t stand up for Yukon Party workers — YukBarty
public sector workers; I'm sure they stand up fobl Yukon
Party workers.

Last year, when the federal government —

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

Point of order

Speaker:
der.

Hon. Mr. Cathers:
cusation that the government didn’t care, she’suitimg mo-
tive contrary to Standing Order 19(g) and in fdw Premier
did stand up and express our concern on that matietrary to
what the member just indicated.

October 31, 2012
Speaker: Leader of the Official Opposition, on the
point of order.
Ms. Hanson: On the point of order, I'll just let the re-

cord stand for itself. You can check it.

Speaker’s ruling
Speaker:  I'll ask the member to watch her phrasing on
that. Please continue.

Ms. Hanson:
your direction.

Last spring, when the federal government singledtiog
Canadian Broadcasting Corporation for major cutghe tune
of $115 million over three years — which requireé CBC to
cut 650 jobs, including some in the north, and teacut analog
services to deal with the cuts — and when we releegnand
we said CBC is so important to the Yukon and t@lriYtukon
in particular, the response from the members oppagas to
essentially repeat the federal government’s lingis iespect to
the importance of international radio, denying timportance

Thank you, Mr. Speaker, | will follow

OIof trade and the relationships that one establibliegbe media.

The members opposite said that they did not sdetibee
was any importance or any link between Radio Camatéana-
tional and our major trading partner, Brazil. Whea raised
the impacts of the federal budget implementatidhitbiterms
of changes to federal legislation, including tbanadian Envi-
ronmental Assessment A8pecies at Risk Act, Fisheries Act,
the Kyoto Protocol Implementation Act Ydtkon’s Minister of
Environment first said it was fiction and then cbed his tune
and said it was no big deal.

When we suggested that members of this Legislaise
sembly form a select legislative committee to sttiyimpacts
on the Yukon, that idea was rejected. So there Hmen a
number of federal cutbacks that have had an impacthe
Yukon. We've reviewed them and we've raised thenthe
Legislative Assembly here, asked the Premier, atheadninis-
ters responsible to deal with their counterpart©Ottawa. To
date, there has been no response.

Most of those have direct impacts on the operatadrbis
territorial government. The cuts to the Surveyon&al’s Of-
ice is another example. The federal cuts that viereed on
the office of the Surveyor General of Canada wilicé the
staffing to drop from nine to three. Private seatompanies
have expressed a concern that the cuts are too atekpay
hamper the territory’'s efforts to reform its setfraitted anti-
quated land titles system. Did the territorial goweent say
anything about that? No.

And so today we're talking about the implicatiofsParks
Canada and the cuts to Parks Canada that were racethu/Ne
talked about this, we raised in May that Parks @anaas go-

Government House Leader, on a point of or-ing to lose 30 jobs in the Yukon — that’s nearlthad of the

organization’s territorial staff of approximatelyld people.

With the Leader of the NDP’s ac- There was no response. I'm pleased to hear todeyewhat

belatedly, that there is a recognition that thags do have an
impact on this territory.

But you know, Mr. Speaker, it's a bit too late te sug-
gesting that Parks Canada should adapt to the Blaming
Parks Canada is not going to resolve the matter. her
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The member opposite said if we lose the peopleyorgt
be able to do the job. The news is we have losipttions;
we have lost those people who provided the valuséteices.
That's past. That's done. The member spoke ab@utntipor-
tance and cited, repeatedly, the management pl201d. But
you know, to be charitable, that's somewhat nalvenanage-
ment plan is a response and it's developed by th#igser-
vants in response to political direction. What le was cite a
management plan of 2010, and at the time, Parkadzaand
the officials who worked with the representativesnf tourism
industries, from First Nations and the private sedtom a
cross-section of people in this territory, did saler the under-
standing of the operating environment they had perate
within at that time, not 2012, which saw, as wealsaready,
$30 million the omnibus budget cut from Parks Ca'md
budget.

So, it's one thing to say that these managememspdae
good, and | have no doubt they are, but if thenfife of the
Yukon Party in Ottawa gave political direction asalid this
money will be cut, then they must assume the respiity for
the implications of the cuts and the impacts os téiritory.

When we talk about Parks Canada and its contributio
this territory, | think it is important that we gtdack and look
at Parks Canada and what it does and what it botés na-
tionally because that is how it is nested. Parksa@a and the
series of historic sites and the parks that we haitlein the
Yukon are part of a national vision that reallyrsgd over 100
years ago — about 101 years ago, actually. Thegbcaied
their centenary | believe last year.

In a 2012 report on the state of Canada’s parksettvas a
question: Why do Canada’s parks really matter?rifaly, Mr.
Speaker, | would like to cite from that report.that report it
says, “Canada’s natural parks are among our mosetdsym-
bols and the cornerstones of our nature consernvatiograms.
They protect wilderness areas, and help maintaaittng di-
verse and resilient ecosystems upon which our osaittn ul-
timately depends. They provide refuges for wildnpaand
animals, particularly those that cannot surviveintensely
managed landscapes. And they provide opporturftie€ana-
dians to spend time with family and friends, to mect with
and learn about nature, and to enjoy healthy outdotities,
supporting our physical and mental health. Theide out-
door classrooms for scientific research and citifgarning.
And for a growing number of indigenous peopleskpanffer a
means to maintain and share their cultural tragsticCanada’s
parks also provide direct and indirect benefitshi® Canadian
economy. For example, in 2009, the $800 million n$piay
Canada’s governments” — governments, plural — “movim-
cial, territorial and national parks generated $8ilion to
Canada’s GDP and supported 64,000 full time joesscthe
country, including many in rural and remote commiesi”
Those figures are cited from a report that was dondhe
Economic Impact of Canada’s National, ProvincialT&rrito-
rial Parks in 2009

What we're talking about today are the dramaticdaid
cuts that the federal government imposed on Pagke@a this
year. This year’s federal budget cuts cut clos&30 million

annually from the Parks Canada budget, which hadtesl, as
we said earlier, in a cut of 638 jobs nationalliieTpeople who
will lose their jobs include experts with yearsesfperience in
promoting park ecosystems and ensuring visitorsegpte the
natural wonders and who have built trusted relatigrs and
partnerships with aboriginal peoples and local caomities.

Losing this staff represents a huge loss in hunagadity that
threatens to reverse a decade of progress in howarlks are
managed.

This summer, when there were visits to the Klondikel
the Minister of Tourism and Culture was there, tgidents of
Klondike — who are part of the legacy of these cthe im-
pact of these cuts — expressed their concern, aedob the
Tourism officials in the Dawson area was quotedagng she
was surprised the territorial government didn’t pasd. “I
would have liked to have seen the Yukon governrstap in a
little sooner and at least express their concdrrdn’t say it
better than that. We would have liked to have shergovern-
ment at least express its concern at the Yukonesbfithese
cuts that are destroying our parks system and atiomal heri-
tage system.

You know, in a report that was done by the Outgpesup
Inc. on the economic impact of Canada’s nationalyipcial,
and territorial parks, they noted that, as | sadier, the $800
million spent by Canada’s 14 park agencies — thggeead
across the various provinces, territories and tuerfal gov-
ernment — did contribute $4.6 billion toward Carladgross
domestic product and returned $300 million, or #fcpnt of
the expenditure, in tax revenues to governmenteceffThese
impacts supported employment and spinoff benefitsties, as
well as many rural and remote communities. The istud
showed that parks provide valuable ecosystem gaadsser-
vices to society, including those that are not thsntifiable:
purifying water, producing oxygen, regulating thienate, pro-
tecting against erosion and damage from floodirlgofthese
services have significant value.

For example, a study done on carbon sequestratipno-
tected areas in Canada, an economic evaluatiogesteyl that
the total economic value of carbon stored in Caisadational
parks is estimated to be in the area of $75 billidmt’s a sig-
nificant amount of money.

Parks Canada has had a challenging history, andffhe
cials and the professionals have worked hard dwed00 years
plus that this system has been struggling to beipuilace
across our country. I'm sure there are many in @liember
who have had the opportunity, as the Member fodyPel
Nisutlin spoke at length this afternoon, to talloabhow im-
portant it was to get a sense of the history ofplee, the peo-
ple, that you get when you go to Dawson City. lb'ye been
to Lunenburg, or Grand-Pré, or any other of théonat parks
and, in particular, the historic sites — which grduus as a
people in our country — then you understand howy u@ipor-
tant it is that we not lose this valuable assebto current
economy, but also to our future generations. Sdhersurface,
the cutting of $30 million per year from Parks Caaa budget
appears to be less than a five-percent cut. Buyalo know
what? As we’ve heard today, when we talk about Bewices
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get delivered, in fact, the impacts on staffing dnédween much
more severe.

On one particular area with respect to the budgeud
ments that were available in the 2012-13 budgetjripact on
the ecosystem science capacity for Parks Canadbdwspar-
ticularly severe. Of the approximately 150 ecosystience
positions in Parks Canada, 25 to 30 percent willoseé More
than a quarter of the technical specialists wh@ettpscience
and management, including geographic informaticcstists,
remote sensing specialists, monitoring technicians, human
wildlife conflict specialists will also be lost.

It is interesting that this is not the first timeat there has
been an assault on parks in Canada. Nearly 50 wegrsthe
organization that we call CPAWS was formed in resgoto a
plea in Parliament from the minister responsible fational
parks at the time, that Canadians stand up to defeam
against recreational and tourism development pressu

So sometimes it takes the courage of the membegs\of
ernment to actually stand up and say that therelmée be
change. By the turn of the century, if you remembdr.
Speaker, one of the first parks established wadfBéational
Park, and when Banff was established there waspreakure

In 2005, the Auditor General of Canada reviewedk®ar — commercial pressure — to establish it, as sigaift private

Canada’s progress toward implementing its firsonisi of

protecting ecological integrity and reiterated: &&omonitor-
ing, restoration, and public education programseasential for
Parks Canada to meet its mandate of maintainingstoring
ecological integrity and fostering public awarenass enjoy-
ment of national parks. Without them, national pagke at a
risk of losing species and biodiversity, and Patlesada will
be limited in its ability to restore ecosystems gmdtect the
natural heritage of national parks.”

As we lose our biodiversity, as we lose that apilit pro-
tect our national heritage, we deny future genenatithat ex-
perience. It is not just the loss in terms of céyao one area
like ecosystem science, but the funding cuts atacse hard-
ship in local communities across the country tledy on the
jobs and economic spinoffs from national parksupp®rt their
local economies. I'll come back to that in a lithé when |
speak directly to the experience here in the Yukon.

In researching for the discussion this afternoorglso
found a report from the Canadian Parks and Wildesi8ociety
that noted some concerns they’'ve noticed in theféag years
with respect to Parks Canada being under pressurean,
these cuts this last year have been the most deagoout it
wasn't the first time that there has been somespresplaced
on Parks Canada to shift its mandate. “In addittothe budget
cuts, in recent years” — and I'm quoting now herentf
CPAWS — “CPAWS has noted a worrying shift in emphas
the management of our national parks away fromimgry
focus of protecting ecological integrity. While RarCanada is
investing in some laudatory projects that promatature-
focused activities’, such as learn-to-camp progtamswhich
| think the member opposite spoke to — “and wilffbcused
festivals, it is also allowing commercial, pay-fase activities
that focus on infrastructure, not nature, to attpaeople to
parks.”

interests were out there. But the federal goverrnshose to
respond to the growing public concern about théestd the
parks and move them toward a stronger shift toveardture-
first model. So we slowly developed a sense that Rlarks
Canada role is incredibly important, both on theiemmental
side and preserving our national history.

When the budget cuts were announced there were, of

course, many voices raised in opposition. One efdhes that
struck me in speaking more to the aspect of theomait his-
toric legacy is a letter that was written by then@dian Ar-
chaeological Association to the Prime Minister.

They expressed to the Prime Minister their gravecemns
about the cuts to Parks Canada. In this letterCingadian Ar-
chaeological Association said to the Prime Ministbat,
“Parks Canada has an enviable world-renowned répatas a
leading agency in heritage management in the wortds
reputation was forged through decades of extraargire-
search, conservation, site development, collectior@age-
ment and visitor experiences carried out by highlhalified
archaeological teams.” They went on to say thedcédn to
Parks Canada staff and infrastructure does not...rhakmess
sense.” They also point out to him: “In NovembefL20.” the
current “...Environment Minister Peter Kent estimatkdt the
national parks contributed...” — and this was in 26%1his
words — “...$3.3 billion to the Canadian economy iD08-
2009 at a cost of $587 million.” — less cost thanitéd earlier.
“This fact alone does not support the skewed impéathe 80
percent reduction to archaeologists and conservator

Mr. Speaker, that’'s a real important aspect of thide-
cause what the government has done is forced doctte
knowledge sector and the history sector — the mgrobour
capacity as a country.

There will now only be 12 archaeologists and eigin-
servators to support 218 national parks, histatessand ma-

Parks Canada argues now, because they have no monepe conservation areas, many of these being UNE®@@d

that we need new attractions in our parks to appeahore
urbanized Canadians who aren't interested in imadit park
activities. But, Mr. Speaker, as CPAWS points outhie re-
search that has been done — and it has been saytifre-
search in this area — there is no evidence thatishthe kind
of activity — the theme park — that Canadians wanttheir
parks. In fact, when there was a proposal to dstalal theme
park sort of walkway in the Jasper area, Canadiaited their
opinion and said they did not want this infrastuetfocused
theme park-like attraction to be built there.

Heritage Sites — 218 national parks, historic sitearine con-
servation areas with 12 archaeologists and eightewators?
It makes you wonder. They went on to say, “We alader-
stand that the Educational Outreach Program has bban-
doned. The removal of artifact collections from gzady, Win-
nipeg, Cornwall, Quebec City and Halifax to Ottawill sig-
nificantly hinder the ability of Canadians to accesd research
artifacts of their heritage and will certainly biegrave concern
for First Nations who view these materials as pétheir cul-
tural patrimony.” There are implications as wellhiah I'll
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come to, for this very same matter in terms of eovetion for
the Yukon — but you wonder what kind of mindsetvdrat
kind of thinking is there that will say that we waa eliminate
our ability to maintain and preserve our heritagge-maintain
and preserve it in a way that future generatiorishei able to
access, so they can understand who we were andwehatre
doing — what we did in the past.

Once you have destroyed access to that history,gbne
forever. Mr. Speaker, I'm not sure if you've beenever had
the opportunity to go to Grand Pré in Nova Scotigyedt know
the poem about Evangeline is sort of, | would saythical,
but those who believe it don’t believe she is almit has be-
come a poem and legend and a link to the Acadiasedon
the expulsion in 1755.

Some Hon. Member:

Ms. Hanson:
didn't finish my sentence. It was the expulsiortted Acadians.
| was reading a comment by a person who had wof&ed
years as an archeologist at Grand Pré. When | thené first
30 years ago, it was a site that was just hillsvNden you go
there, you can actually see the revelation fronhestogy of
this history and the importance of it.

| thought this former archeologist with Parks ahd ha-
tional historic site captured it really beautifullyhis person
said that she or he would argue — whoever it washat the
contribution of this direct connection with our p#sat archae-
ology gives us is beyond reckoning financially.

We are mortal and our memories are short and @tior
cal memory is further blinded by those who benmifitst from
written history — the rich, the notable, the prialifthe safe.
Everyone who has ever lived on the soil that wdubtome
Canada has left a story here and archaeologistsharenes
who can tell those stories. Those stories teaci lusy give us
a certain amount of truth, but far more than thay allow us
to see beyond the limits of our own lives to theager human
story that extends backward in this country foruends and
thousands of years. How does one calculate thateyahe
value of meaning? That's at the core of what we&kking
about this afternoon. It's not simply that therttigs whole list
of seven objectives or seven places that people Wigited, but
it's the fact that we as Canadians are being rolabexir abil-
ity to give and to understand the value of the rmgaof our
history, of our place.

| spoke earlier that when we speak to the imploreti—
as the motion speaks to narrow this down in terftBeimpli-
cations of Parks Canada to the Yukon — it's wittliat na-
tional context that we see the significance of ¢hests, and
why it's so important that it's not just simply 3@bs, although
there are significant implications to that. Eveiggée one of
those jobs means somebody who owns their houss, neay,
contributes to the local economy, and when thefdreed to
move, that affects this economy. That's why Yuksnewre
expecting their government to stand up for themtarghy that
that was wrong, it was wrong-headed. We're blesgitll the
kinds of experts and professionals who have chtseontrib-
ute and make their career here. | believe we’lebdéissed with
the presence of one of those experts in our pghliery today,

(Inaudible)

whose personal history goes back to a time wheweare as a
territory, and as Yukoners, faced with some redily chal-
lenges.

We have this history in the Yukon of the Klondikeit we
came perilously close to losing it. It probably washat catas-
trophic, but the impact was pretty catastrophiche-flood that
occurred in May of 1979, as | recall. You know, &dsva very
junior public servant at the time, but for somesmal was
appointed to the federal-territorial flood compdiacommit-
tee. The other two members were the late Art Deer dEm
Yamada. It was a fascinating time for me as a ixelt new
Yukoner. | had only been here a year, and we haxh lte
Dawson numerous times over the course of that yedut
when | went back up there just shortly after treod, it was
like: how was anybody ever going to make anything of

A colleague just reminded me that | this?

We owe it to the visionaries, and | think the Yul@mmes a
huge debt to one of its native sons, Pierre Buthecause | can
tell you that | don't think that most people fronorénto or
Ottawa — particularly from Ottawa — if they hadlo into
Dawson right after that flood, would have put ampemto that
place. But there were visionaries who worked witthia parks
system, within the heritage system, and throughirtfieence
of people who believed that there is an importanceur heri-
tage and to our history that prevailed, and we khba thank-
ful. We owe a debt to ensure that that legacy tslaetroyed.

Recently, one of those dedicated former public aes/
wrote a letter to Yukon’s Member of Parliament aséted him
— since neither the minister responsible for hgeatand parks
nor the Yukon Party, nor the Prime Minister weréndoany-
thing — what our Member of Parliament would do tmm-
pion Yukon’s threatened heritage. If | may, I'ddiko quote
because it does raise some very, very importanesssAs the
Member for Pelly-Nisutlin pointed out, the officialebsite for
the Parks Canada Agency, says: “An important paRarks
Canada’s mandate involves protecting the health vahdle-
ness, or commemorative integrity, of the natioriatdmic sites
it operates. This means preserving the site's rlltesources,
communicating its heritage values and national i@@mce,
and kindling the respect of people whose decisamsactions
affect the site.”

I'm quoting here from this, | think, very well set# letter
to the member: “With recent Parks Canada budgst eutthat
resulted from the federal budget decision in theniboms legis-
lation — “and staff lay-offs in the Yukon,” it hdseen noted
that “this mandate has been compromised in waysptieaious
cuts have not.” I've already referenced the faet this is not
the first time. This is like the CBC; there havebe series —
a wave of cuts to integral services to Canadians.

An important question has been posed, and the Membe

for Pelly-Nisutlin didn’t raise this, but there hbsen discus-
sion for a very long time about the designatiothef Klondike

as a world heritage site. I'll just leave that formoment. For
Yukon to lose because we no longer have the iryegri the

capacity to preserve the Klondike, and to losedatbiéity for us

as Yukoners to see it designated as a world hergidg — it's

beyond a shame.
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We heard the Member for Pelly-Nisutlin talk abdu is-
sue of the closures to Dredge No. 4 and the elitimimaf the
guided tours of th&S KlondikeThat’s it; they're done. That's
what happening and, unless the members oppositevibirey
to use their good graces to prevail upon theinfigein Ottawa,
that is what the truth is. There will be no ability you or fu-
ture generations to have a tour of the dredge bate a tour of
theSS Klondike

More importantly, the letter sent to our MemberPairlia-
ment expresses a concern that, “... major cuts isqmeel in
Dawson City leave significant national treasurek&rable to
mishandling, mistreatment, theft, loss and detation. The
entire unit of staff dedicated to the care and ldigpf collec-
tions has been eliminated.”

That relates to what | said earlier about theseaiian
cuts to our capacity to maintain and preserve @ioty.

The quality of our current exhibits will decline carour
ability to develop new offerings of non-personalthe mem-
ber opposite talked about these “non-personal’rpméations
where you don’'t need a human being giving you theled
tour; you have little plaques telling you aboubjitell, those are
going to be crippled as well.

Maybe it's worth repeating: not many people realizat
Parks Canada houses 250,000 artifacts in Dawsorst lgio
them are site-specific and most of them have natisignifi-
cance. They are nationally significant treasures. earlier
when | spoke about the fact that there is this ntovguarter or
hold various other artifacts in these major cenre®ss Can-
ada, now the question is, once you've eliminatexs¢hpeople
who have got the capacity and the training — trefgssional
expertise — to look after these historic and natilgnsignifi-
cant treasures, who is going to do it?

Also housed in Dawson City are the documents afed-re
ence materials that help make clear the meaninipesfe re-
sources. These are not replaceable; these are odt-ups;
these are originals; these are our history. Manyheke arti-
facts are associated with national historic sitles the Dredge
No. 4, the Commissioner’'s Residence, Ereavson Daily News
the Blacksmith Shop, the Red Feather Saloon. Theakit
really helps to contribute to the interpretatiorttod themes that
represent the messages that make these have sdimeaha
significance. | said earlier that it has taken rgleime for this
to be pulled together and for us to get an undedstg of the
significance of this. It has taken decades and twerdecades
the collection that we now have of a quarter miliartifacts
has been organized, rationalized, placed in prefmage with
proper means for tracking their locations and thegtories.
Without the staff to maintain them and to provideper care,
that is going to unravel. It's like we purposelyosk to do our
own lIraq invasion where we saw antiquities andstiess de-
stroyed — in that case by bombs.

In this case, we're deciding as a nation that wetdeant
to treasure our history; we're just going to letrawel away;
we’re going to let it rot; we're going to let itsdippear, because
that's what's going to happen. It has been figurvatl— | love
the point that the person who wrote to the MembdParlia-
ment — he did an interesting calculation. He saie Wway in

which the work was done has resulted in a very-effstient

means for caring for these artifacts; at a codivaf cents per
annum per artifact. So, you figure it out: two ceper annum
per artifact; two cents times 250,000. To careliercollection,
it would take 2,500 years of care before the césemoving

them from the collection would be recovered. Ineottvords,
it's a bargain to continue caring for them.

| talked about the cuts to conservators acros<oltry.
The Dawson City collection had — the operative werdhad
a full-time conservator. If interventions were riqd to treat
an object, much could be done on-site. Now, thegoiag to
have to wait in a queue, for somebody in some natibody,
some bank someplace — perhaps in Ottawa, perhapslin
fax, perhaps in Montreal — to decide when theykhhmat this
artifact needs to be dealt with.

If you're going to have to ship that artifact 5,0kilbme-
tres away, what often happens — and any of us vave had
antiques or anything of any antiquity — if you mowgeyou
know how much damage can be done in the transit’S ex-
actly what will happen to these artifacts.

The imagery is powerful in his letter to the MembéPar-
liament. He says, “Artifacts often receive more dgmin tran-
sit than they were originally sent away for.” A gtien he
asked was, “Would you want to send your flat torettire shop
in Ottawa for repair? | don’t think so, so why wduke con-
sider this approach as a viable alternative fomi@tonal treas-
ures housed in Dawson City?”

As | mentioned earlier, the flood of 1979 left & &6 Daw-
son City immersed under water and hunks of icefthated up
to Fourth and Fifth and wherever — Sixth. You knaw,the
time, we were fortunate that there was in placeagéd con-
servator with the professional expertise to helglidn’'t come
from Outside. | can tell you there were not Outsekperts
coming in to say, “Geez, what can we do to help8kLat this
Parks Canada site.”

There were other issues that were more importaatp H
did not arrive for more than a week. But having thened
conservator on-site ensured the survival of maniuakde
treasures from the collection. That capability formediate
response to emergencies has now been lost andkryow,
there’s a spinoff here. There’s collateral damafeere’s al-
ways collateral damage when these kinds of rasisides are
taken. But you'll recall — | think it was within ¢hlast year —
there was a sprinkler system flood in the Dawsoty Giu-
seum, and who did they call upon? They called uperParks
Canada conservators to help them because theyhbazhpac-
ity and they were there. They're gone. They wilt be there.
Yet again, another example of the short-sighted lsistbry-
denying federal government cuts.

The Member of Parliament was reminded that theee
over 30 displays in Dawson that showcase the treasiiom
the Parks Canada collection. They range from sind@play
cases to fully furnished historical buildings likee Commis-
sioner’s Residence, which was opened by the Prinmésidr in
1996. These showcase the story of the Klondike Guldh,
and | think all of us would agree that they are ldaiass in

ar
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quality. They were all designed and developed bff sin-site
— staff that has now been eliminated. That capasigone.

There are such ironies in the way the federal gowent
has gone about destroying the very sectors ofetimomy, in
particular the knowledge sectors and particulaftewwe look
at — as we’re talking about today — the historyaf country.
| believe the Member for Pelly-Nisutlin spoke earlabout the
great collaborative work that Parks Canada has deteeen
governments and among agencies with the privat®rsat/e
know that Parks Canada has done an awful lot veitipect to
Holland America and others — as they desperategdee to
because their budget was being cut time and tinaénagver
the last number of years. Actually, one of the Dawperson-
nel — that person’s job is gone — was recently adra rec-
ognition of excellence for bringing in $250,000 ofitside
money — outside of Parks Canada — and the partioipaf
several other agencies and interest groups.

We say to public servants that we reward them @ngl
the kind of work that we want them to do to inceettee ability
of the parks and the history of this territory ® deeveloped in
innovative ways to bring in more money — privatetee
money and other sources of money — to further ithitiative.
The federal government’s response has been tocsdlyese
Yukoners — to these people who worked so hard ntritute
to the local economy and to help grow the localnecoy —
“You're gone.”

| can’t overstate the importance of the fact tihese are,
yet again, more focused cuts toward the knowledgtos. The
positions that were eliminated consisted of peagh® were
highly trained and experienced. These people alddha in-
spection and maintenance of artifacts at all ofgtes in the
Yukon field unit, not just Dawson City. Thus, thellections
housed in Haines Junction, Kluane National Park &nd
Whitehorse, th&S Klondikeare now vulnerable.

certain international allure, if you have travellgdernation-
ally, you know that when you see a UNESCO Worlditdge
Site, it goes up a little higher on your checklMte certainly
know that Lonely Planet, Rough Guide, Frommer's heytall
look at the UNESCO designation and say, “Hmm, pesha
that's one we should check out.” | can say thauehdone that
in numerous places myself. But in order to getehare have
to be able to demonstrate that we can addressugtaisability
and integrity of what's being preserved. What Canhds said
to the world, and what it's forcing Yukoners to apt is that
we don’t treasure the Klondike — that the fedelegnment
does not treasure the Klondike and the historyhi territory
enough to want to preserve our ability to assuat tie integ-
rity of this potentially internationally significasite — we are
not going to put the resources necessary to sustaito the
future to ensure that we have a legacy for ourdchil and our
children’s children.

| really liked the Member for Pelly-Nisutlin’s conents
when he was talking about Dredge No. 4. I've béeme many
times in the years before the Army Corps of Engisee the
sort of joint effort, | think, between Canada ahé Brits who
worked to raise that dredge in the early 1990siskd to be
kind of — well, it wasn’t much to look at then, M8peaker.
But now, with the work done by the Army Corps ofgfitreers,
and the significant investment by governments aadk$Can-
ada over the years, it has been refurbished atitkisreasure
the member spoke about this afternoon.

Something the member opposite may or may not beeawa
of is that when that dredge was moved, and whey dbet of
lifted it, it was buried in 17 feet of silt. Thousds of original
artifacts were uncovered — thousands. We were t@bigre-
serve those because we had the trained professiona had
the conservator. We had people who knew what theifsi
cance of those items was — treasures that tell litlea bit

You cannot simply have somebody who is wanderingabout the history — each one of those thousand. iNevihave

about — the janitor or interpreter are not the oms are go-
ing to be able to tell you whether or not therarny impact on
that historic site, but they are the ones who aimgto be
there.

What we have identified is that, by standing by.idhe
Yukon Party has really collaborated in putting aational
legacy in Dawson at stake. What we have identifietthat our
Member of Parliament has stood by and refusedk® dastand
on this. By default, the budget cuts have fundaaibnt
changed the mandate of Parks Canada — the marwdate-t
serve and protect and, most importantly, to addtesscom-
memorative integrity of our history. Our legacydar future
has been compromised. | talked earlier about thential —
well, | mean this will be a question | would hopeattone of the
members opposite — perhaps the Premier will be abled-
dress this since he, no doubt, has greater accehsde in Ot-
tawa who made this decision.

And it would surely be through the Premier’s offidet
initiatives to continue the efforts to see the Klike UNESCO
World Heritage Site designation pursued. But, yoww, if
we’re going to do that — if Klondike is going to baccessful
— and if we want to see this designation that k&iagth it a

nobody to preserve that kind of treasure for oandchildren.
We have nobody left to care for those if they werbe found,
nobody to keep track of them, and nobody to make suat
they will be there in the future. There is nobodyonwill be
able to monitor and look after this vital collectio

These cuts the federal government has imposed Raks
Canada through its omnibus legislation are pasd séries that
are cutting away at the very fabric of this country

It's not just the history. | spoke earlier abou ttollateral
damage that results from these unthinking and gdbdught-
out cuts. So, it was 30 people who lost their jdhgt it's not
just that. It's the spinoff, because every job tisatut has a
ripple effect through the economy. Every job crddias a rip-
ple effect through the economy in a positive wayhatwe’ve
contributed to here by our silence from the Yukawernment
is allowing that wave of loss to be extended. |'dsay that
idly. In June, the Tourism Industry Associationcakschoed
their concerns at the silence, the refusal frorm gavernment
to speak out.

I'll quote here from an article that talked aboatrls Can-
ada cuts being called a threat to the economyemthitehorse
Star of June 29, 2012: “The Tourism Industry Associatio
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(TIA) says it's ‘very concerned’ with the federad\@rnment'’s
decision to cut 30 of the 110 Parks Canada emptoyee
Yukon — almost 28 percent of its presence in thateey.”
Mr. Speaker, can you imagine any other employetirgu28
percent of its employees in one fell swoop and hmnting a
reaction from the Yukon government? Would the Yulkmv-
ernment stand by and let any other sector do tBat?they
allowed, without a voice being raised, the fedg@lernment
to do this.

The article says, “The organization warns this \kidlve
major consequences to the Yukon’s tourism indusstny over-
all economy.”

“The Government of Canada may save a few dollate w
these cuts, but by doing so, the Yukon will losdliatis in
direct and indirect revenue that comes from visgpending
associated with Parks Canada sites,” TIA Yukon rchaisaid
Thursday.”

He said, “Think about the business owners who cdfer
commodations, retail and food services to visitet® go to
and from these attractions. If the attractions bhezdess attrac-
tive to tourists because there are less servicegdad, how
can this not result in less visitor traffic, andimktely, less
business?”

“According to a report compiled by the federal gove
ment last yearThe Economic Impacts of Parks Canadies
in the Yukon produced almost $6.9 million in direevenue in
2009.”

But the Yukon Party government quietly lets thippen;
it says we don’t care; $6.9 million — that’s nothirlt's a sad
commentary on a government that says it cares ahduiners
and investments in this territory.

“The same year, Parks Canada also contributed $i)-.2
lion to the Yukon’s GDP, generated $7.5 millionlatour in-
come, created the equivalent of 145 full-time jabs brought
in $600,000 in tax revenue to the territory.”

need to hear that from the Yukon Party. The tourés®ocia-
tion went on to say, “You can't just saw a leg affable and
expect it to stand up as well as it once did.” Tlyeiestion ech-
oes the question that the Official Opposition hasrbasking
this government for 10 years, but for sure in @ lyear. Be-
cause we thought that they came to the Yukon paiit said,
“We have a new way; a new plan of working togeth&he
tourism association said, “What’s the plan here®b& ques-
tion.

The tourism association also noted that the Yukbant
ber of Mines — and this was written in June, se #dmewhat
more draconian than what they identified — has wedrthat
the territory can expect close to a 40-percent domnin min-
ing exploration from last year. Many Yukoners haxpressed
the need to diversify the economy, the group saglan eco-
nomic driver, tourism has been proven to providdrang re-
turn on investment, both territorially and natidpal’ln the
past, when commodity prices were low, it was theaism in-
dustry that kept the Yukon afloat,” said the tonrigssociation.

The tourism association went on to say that, “Yu&dviP
has said that these cuts to Parks Canada won’tcintparism
in the territory, but the report released by hisegament last
year clearly proves that it does. When many Toutisdustry
Association of Yukon’s members in the communitidee |
Dawson City and Haines Junction, who have beenatipgrin
the area for years, tell us they will be affectgdtle cuts to
Parks Canada sites, our MP needs to listen to thiegire say-
ing. This is their lifeblood that we're talking altd’

It is their lifeblood; it is their jobs; it is theability to cre-
ate employment — real employment — in rural commniesi

On top of the economic impact that Parks Canadahhds
on many of Yukon’s small businesses and communiTiesr-
ism Yukon said that “most Yukoners also recognize ¢tul-
tural and historical significance of the artifaetsd sites that
Parks Canada oversees.” Just like the Member fdly-Pe

Did we hear one word from the Yukon Party governmenNisutlin told us today about how he learned sonmgthof the

in defence of those 145 full-time jobs? In defent¢hat fore-
gone tax revenue? | guess we know the answer: no.

history by going and visiting these sites, the igmrassociation
asked the same question — “How many families haaenked

“Many tourism operators who own businesses neaksPar about Yukon history and culture by taking a guidedr of

Canada sites have expressed their concerns al®imgend-
ing cuts and believe that the federal governmeatishrecon-
sider its decision.”

It's a bit late, but it would be nice if they coulBerhaps
the Yukon Party will be telling us at some poirdag that they
have a magic bullet here and they have been aliend the
ear of their colleagues in Ottawa.

The article went on to say — | quote the tourisreoasa-
tion: “Parks Canada handles a huge amount of toupiduct
in the territory and now all of a sudden, the fungdit needs to
function properly is being taken away. Who's gotndill this
gap? Does the federal government expect the tealitgov-
ernment to pick up the pieces? Will it fall to thevate sec-
tor?” So, will the territorial government declarevihit will be
picking up the pieces left by the equivalent of f48-time
jobs and the $10.2 million that Parks Canada doutied to the
GDP? Will we be hearing that strategy coming frém@ Yukon
Party? If the silence on the federal cuts remdaimsn we will

Dredge No. 4 or th&S Klondikeover the years?” They didn’t
do it this summer. They won't be able to do it. Sesd't it?
“How many have had the chance to enjoy a hike inalkg,
knowing that the park would be well-maintained atiét
search and rescue was only a call away if an actidap-
pened?” The tourism association went on to say ‘tRatks
Canada staff work hard to tell the story of the ¥ulky pre-
serving and showcasing many of the things thapareof our
territory’s identity: the things that make the Yukspecial.
Now, many of these staff are being shown the dobing door
is shut. They're gone.

It is sad, there is no other word for it — the fdtat we
have a federal government that is determined toussire our
country, to redefine it in ways that Canadians hader antici-
pated, that has turned its back and is increasidghying the
ability of Canadians, particularly as we welcomwithis na-
tion people from around the world. We have incrdasad we
need to increase our immigration into this counnyt one of
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the most important aspects is to be able to shiarenew im-

migrants to this country how rich our history is.domparison
to many of the immigrants who do come to this coynbur

history is relatively short, but it's vibrant angsidynamic. Up
until now it has been inclusive and forward thingimow it has
shut the door.

| won't go on much longer. | just wanted to clogeday-

ing that there was an interesting comment by thea@@n Ar-
cheological Association: “There will be more peoplaployed
in a single Tim Hortons than are employed by P&ksada
nationally to preserve and care for millions of heareological
and historic objects in storage and on display.atlha sad
commentary on the federal government and the Yujow

ernment’s respect for our history and our futurbafk you,
Mr. Speaker.

Hon. Mr. Kent: It's a pleasure to rise to speak to Mo-
tion No. 240 with respect to the importance of Balanada
sites in the Yukon. I'd like to thank the Member Belly-
Nisutlin for bringing it forward.

| could spend my next 20 minutes responding totafo
the things that the Leader of the Official Oppasitsaid. I've
mentioned this before in this House — when | wae lisom
2000-02 as a government private member and theabén&t
minister, Wednesday afternoons or private memiukgs were
always deflating. They took a lot of energy outaifmembers
of the House, no matter what side of the House dwihe
Whether it was the opposition or the governmenrgyttvere
days of insults; they were days of political gamasship; they
were days when not very much was accomplishedvtiaatin
the interests of Yukoners and in the interestshot¢ people
who elected us and sent us here to represent Benwhen |
got back last year in 2011 — and I'm going to s&eabuple of
words from a famous American politician, and those
“hope” and “change”. | was very, very hopeful thiat,those
early days when we passed government motions urmasisn
and motions by the opposition unanimously. Evenrigate
member’s bill passed this House, introduced byMleenber for
Riverdale South. Unfortunately, today a lot of thaipe has
turned to disappointment.

Certainly what we have just heard from the Leadahe
Official Opposition disappoints me. And, as I'vddsd could
spend the next 15 or 20 minutes of my time respuntb that,
but I'm not going to do that, because when | geceld last
fall, my constituents demanded better of me. And Bure
many constituents demanded better of each and ewerpf us
in this House. They want us to spend our Wednestidig
about issues that are important to Yukoners, susctha one
we're discussing here today.

I know there was a government motion on the OrdgreP
in the spring toward the end of the sitting. Thistion was
introduced on the first day of this fall sitting thye Member for
Pelly-Nisutlin, and it is the first one that we’lseought forward
to the floor of this Legislature. I'm not going pretend that |
have the best understanding of the fiscal situadibthe Gov-
ernment of Canada. Of course we all know that @reyrun-
ning deficits and they’re trying very hard to balantheir

budget, and of course budgeting is about makingceso |

think what we as legislators want to send to Careué the
federal government with this motion — and I'm hagedhat it

will receive unanimous consent of this House — ithessage
they need to make a different choice. We want themestore
funding to Dredge No. 4, complete with guided tours

The first opportunity | had to go to Dawson City snvia
1979 or 1980 with my parents, and we visited DreNge4. |
have visited it several times since, but only odickl take the
guided tour, and that really gave me a great uteedgg of
the tremendous amount of work that the people wbiked on
those dredges did and a better understanding feritmportant
those were to the development of the Klondike. Tdatled
tour during that summer that | spent up there — thradl was
only a few years ago — was when | gained that vealer-
standing.

When it comes to the second part of this motioniclvis
dealing with Bear Creek, | never did get the opyaity/ to tour
Bear Creek when it was open. I've heard fantabiiogs about
it from friends of mine who work for the Klondikdeer Min-
ers Association or are placer miners — during myetiwork-
ing for the Klondike Placer Miners Association. ndw it is
something that that industry organization wouldlyekke to
see reopened and brought back to life. | applaedMiember
for Pelly-Nisutlin for introducing that part intthé motion here
today.

The third part of this motion is about restoring fanding
for the management of the artifacts in Dawson Gitgluding
the preservation of Dawson’s historic buildings.

When | read that part, it also brought somethingsqeal
for me, because during that time when | first editDawson
with my parents, one of my older brothers was wugkfor
Parks Canada. It was his summer job and he wag) doirst
conceptions of some of the buildings so that theyld be re-
stored to their original state. I'm sure that thas an incredi-
bly rewarding summer job for him as he was puttimgself
through technical school, and it's something that remem-
bered to this day, just because of how proud | &hiro for his
work in helping to preserve the historic buildingsDawson
City.

When it comes to Kluane National Park — | know the

Member for Kluane will speak to this probably iregter detail
if he has an opportunity to speak this afternoout-so many
people value what Kluane National Park brings. @ibevities
that I've been able to undertake in there are ecossitry ski-
ing, visiting Sheep Mountain during my time in elemary
school and junior high here in the Yukon, and hkhit's some-
thing that many others enjoy until this time. My uyger
brother was actually married at the Kathleen Lak@gground,
so | know that, too, will hold a special place foy family.

The SS Klondike of course — what can you say about
that? When | was here before, it was the centrepiédhe rid-
ing that | represented here in this Legislatureichviivas River-
side — half downtown and half in Riverdale. Thatimg no
longer exists, but th&S Klondikewas definitely the centre-
piece for us. Again, the guided tours are so ingmtrtl was
able to take one of those when | was in public ethere and
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another wedding for one of my other brothers abtfutdok
place on th&S Klondikdack in the early 1980s.

The Chilkoot Trail National Historic Site offers marec-
reational activities for Yukon residents, includiagclass from
Golden Horn Elementary School that hikes that .trahey
hiked it last year, and | believe they have plankike it again.
| was fortunate enough, as part of an outdoor dthrcalass
that | took in junior high here, to also hike theilkoot Trail in
1982, and | was able to travel back to Whitehors¢he White
Pass & Yukon Route. It was the last season thattthi of-
fered service into Whitehorse. It was just a tredoers experi-
ence that I've had personally when it comes to P&&nada
attractions that are identified in Motion No. 24@t we're de-
bating here today.

Bullet (7) is promoting the development of intetpre and
instructional material for Ivvavik and Vuntut nata parks.
I'm sure the Member for Vuntut Gwitchin will be &blo speak
more eloquently to that than | would. | have nelvad the op-
portunity to visit either of those national parksit | know he
did serve as a park ranger working for Parks Carmaial am
looking forward to hearing from him on this matasrwell.

| know that a number of individuals will talk abotite
economic impact and some of the tourism produdt wWeaare
losing and the support for local travel and redosathat we
are going to lose, but as Minister of Educatiojyst want to
take a bit of a different track with this and talkout the educa-
tional opportunities that exist within the heritagsources that
we have in the territory. Not only Parks Canadaueses —
and I'll talk to one of the national parks down soand some
of the school programs that they offer there — llitike to
start actually by talking a little bit about somietioe activities
that are offered at MacBride Museum of Yukon Higtoere in
Whitehorse. | know that so many of our museumstlardage
sites that are operated by NGOs or by the Yukoregouent
offer educational experience, but this one is peakdor me
because | served on the board of the MacBride Mustar
two years prior to coming to this House.

Some of the other school programs offered by MatdBri
Museum include a “Yukon Kids Series Program: ‘Agraf
the Yukon™, and that's based on a book, | beliettet was
written by a local author, Mr. Keith Halliday, alsoconstituent
of mine. We also have Yukon kids series progranyakdn
Secret Agents”, “Extra! Extra! Klondike Women Makés-
tory”, “Murder At Gold Bottom Creek”, and many otheppor-
tunities that the MacBride Museum gives to Yukoumdsints. |
know at the start of this school year, they hostatumber of
teachers at MacBride Museum. That was something Itha
know the executive director was very proud of aras$able to
show off her museum. I'm sure many members of Hosise
have attended events at MacBride Museum.

Again, the educational component of that heritage r
source, as with many other museums — and | womtenthem
because I'm afraid I'll miss one of them and leane of them
out — but that’s just a snapshot, | think, of hogritage helps
out with education. Of course, Parks Canada isxce#ion. |
was going to talk about two of the park progranet thfound
on the Internet today, but in the interest of tifiejust keep it
to one, and those are some school programs ofthredgh
Glacier National Park in British Columbia.

“Explore Nature and the Past” is the title of theahool
programs — a number of elementary school prograhos:
name a few: “Herbivore Carnivore”; “Wild WeatherRail-
way Tales”; “Predatory Prey”; “Art in the Park”; h®wshoe-
ing” — and these cover off the K to 7, everythimgnfi physi-
cal education to science and social studies andl think those
are tremendous opportunities that Parks Canadadaffour
educational system when it comes to activities #natoffered
there. | did, of course, mention during the persqaat of re-
sponding to this motion many of the activities thatas able to
undertake as a public school student here in thieoilYwith
respect to the parks, and I'm sure the Member fondike, as
a former educator in Dawson City, will be ableéd us either
today or perhaps outside of these chambers ahefttivities
that he was able to undertake with his studentqnitheame to

They have so many summer kids’ camps that they offethe historic resources in the Klondike region. I8u,not going

from Dig It Yukon to the Yukon Mad Scientist, Yukdsold
Fever, Yukon Ghost Hunters, Game On Yukon, but thsyp
through the leadership of their executive direcamd their
board offer a number of school programs and tours.

There's a program in archaeology. There’s alsoogam
called “All About Bears”. These are both offeredtbe K to 3
level. Pardon me, the archaeology one is K to 7ukbh
Mammals” — K to 3; “End of Steel, Head of Navigatio—
which is a grade 3 level course. What students wting that
two hours is “...build the city of Whitehorse usinigugt puzzle
pieces, and don era costumes to act out a playdt\Wat pro-
gram focuses on is “...the development of Whitehdwestsveen
1900 and 1920, when its rail and river traffic pe@k

Some of the curriculum connections identified bg thu-
seum: “1. Describe the historical development ofitétorse;
2. Describe how the physical environment influenbeman
activity; 3. ldentify how matter changes when hdatnd
cooled.”

to take all of my time today because | know there ather
members who wish to be heard, and I'm hopeful thatcan
get to a vote on this motion so that we can alsivess the sec-
ond motion that was brought forward here todayHhs Mem-
ber for Watson Lake.

I know that is something that is very important&r and
her constituents and, of course, others in theambkrs.

In closing, again, | think that what we want to @oplish
here today as legislators and as Members of theiY lkgisla-
tive Assembly are a couple of things. | am hopéfialt again
we can bring back some of the order and decorutrettists on
these days during my recent history and get away some of
the negativity that was unfortunately exhibitedtbg Leader of
the Official Opposition that | remember all too Wibm my
days here prior.

The second thing again, as | mentioned in my ogereén
marks, is that | am hopeful that what we are abladcomplish
here today is to send that message to Canadaattreiugh we
know budgeting is about making choices and theyehaeir
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own fiscal pressures and their own fiscal respalitséis that
they have to address, we think cuts to Parks Canada not
the right choice. We want to see those prograncsettsites,
the tours, and the things that we have asked fane-that the
Member for Pelly-Nisutlin has asked for — in thistion pro-
tected.

Again, not being at that table and making thosegbtide-
cisions and feeling the pressures that they feel jugt want
them to make sure they recognize the value of P@dwada
here in the Yukon, the value of our heritage sites] | am
hopeful that we can send a positive message toskéinPeter
Kent — no relation — and let him know that we ask¥mers
value what Parks Canada does in our territory hagptograms
and services that are offered — again, whetherfits the
tourism side of things or the economic developmbnt, also
from the educational opportunities those historiessgive us
as Yukoners.

With that, I'll bring my remarks to a close and egtnank
the Member for Pelly-Nisutlin for bringing this feard and
thank the Minister of Tourism and Culture for irduxing a
government motion in the spring sitting. Again, afly we
are able to get this to a vote today so that we seard that
strong message to Ottawa that is in the best sttefeall Yuk-
oners. Thank you.

Mr. Silver: Before | begin | would just like to thank
the Member for Pelly-Nisutlin for bringing forwattis impor-
tant motion, Motion No. 240.

Parks is spending mega-millions of dollars on netan
parks in Toronto, the War of 1812 and the Frankkpedition
projects, and also publicity — all good initiativdsut mean-
while the dredge is being shut down and $& Klondikecon-
verted to self-guided tours as part of a massiviemal strategy
to reduce salary costs. It is largely a cookiearuttpproach.
The curatorial staff — all dismissed from their idat— were
told this summer by their bosses in Ottawa — argldte:
“Sorry, but it's a very prescribed process andab’t be un-
done.” But the inconsistencies are not explainead.dxample,
the Fortress of Louisbourg or Fort Malden kept nuseoro-
fessionals on-site when experiencing their own rfadeuts,
while in Dawson the artifact museum function hasrbeom-
pletely gutted, completely shut down, with jobsrgeitrans-
ferred to people 5,000 kilometres away in Ottawacess to
the collection and new exhibits will be slowed tmast noth-
ing.

Why is Parks Canada supporting heritage attraciiotise
east, while shortchanging the Yukon? These aresmatl, run-
of-the-mill historic sites. Th8S Klondikes a Whitehorse icon.
Dawson is the flagship national historic site ie thest, named
one of the top 10 in the country bijstory Magazineand con-
sidered a brand leader by Parks Canada. The diedlge most
visited Parks Canada site in the Yukon.

Yukoners want to go inside. Visitors rave about the

knowledgeable interpretive staff and personal serwn the
dredge, and it is a key part of what makes Dawsamigue

Toronto — go figure — and the Queen Charlotte id&aiwell,
| wrote a letter to thé.onely Planettoday, Mr. Speaker, in-
forming them that they may have just made a misthkeuld
imagine that the large part of this recognition lgooave to go
to the tourist attractions that we offer. Well,nfarmed them
that the federal government has just taken awaybtbgest
one. Looking at a sign in the parking lot is natoar; it's an
insult. What a great 100-year anniversary presbist s —
Hansard if you could, please write that last statemeiypming
with sarcasm, thank you.

Yukoners should pressure the Government of Canada t
sufficiently fund Parks Canada Yukon operationgrmaintain
quality, personal interpretation and managemerthefcollec-
tion without impacting other jobs or programs. Thest com-
ment is to circumvent parks opening the dredge say, clos-
ing theSS Kenamr laying off other staff in the Yukon to make
up the difference.

There is also a negative economic impact to snaetirau-
nities. In Dawson alone, the permanent loss oftjpps has
already taken away a half a million dollars, ant thill be
even more when the dredge is closed next year. Bawad
Yukoners deserve better.

I would like to take a moment to address the Marisif
Tourism and Culture’s comments during a recent Ques
Period debate. His final supplementary, when gtiben what
his government is doing to help the Klondike inulef the cur-
rent federal cuts — he voiced his surprise in nigriest, and |
quote: “l just bumped into the Member for Klondiiveo weeks
ago and asked him if he had any concerns, andattithe, he
told me no.”

| “bumped into the member” — it was in the cafeteof
this building, actually. He was eating with otharsl | walked
by and he yelled out, “Are you ready?” | assumednteant for
the fall session. Then he asked, “Got any questiowéell, of
course, | have questions, but this is neitherithe hor place to
discuss them. Now, if this is what passes for dioy, well,
I'm frankly disappointed — no letter of concern, imwitation
to discuss this in an official capacity, and naimnfiation shar-
ing. If we are sharing statements, the initial cese from the
minister on this issue when the cuts were firstoaimeced was
that this was a great opportunity for the privagetar. He ech-
oed this statement to me just a few weeks ago mcaucus
office. This suggestion of downloading into the nmofit sec-
tor is not a solution.

If Parks Canada farms it out to others they arexdbaing
their mandate responsibility. The quality of intexation will
suffer and so will the Yukon tourism industry.

Our MP, Ryan Leef, has at least contacted me akedas
that we set up a meeting in the immediate futurdigouss new
information that he was excited about and willimgshare. |
would expect the same courtesy from my colleagessecially
since, on this issue, we are seemingly all on émeespage.
Now, | am going to support this motion absolutéys the
third motion in two sessions on this issue. My wasrthat this
is where the government stops, and | think thia islid con-

destination. Now, thd.onely Planethas designated Dawson cern. We sat in this House last spring and we adkpd a mo-

City as number 3 in its top Canadian destinatiai®gad of

tion giving unanimous consent to urge the fedeoalegnment



1300

HANSARD

October 31, 2012

not to cut funds to the CBC. That's the last thattveard from
this government on this subject and the cuts weoiigh any-
way. My opinion is that of the people of the Klokeli and this
is a huge issue. If | haven't yet convinced peagleny inten-

tion to go past motions of unanimous consent is House, or
if 1 haven't convinced the listeners today, or tteaders of
Hansardin the future of the importance of this issue, |vletn

maybe the opinions of others will.

I'm going to quote a few people who have been i@ th

news on this topic, and I'm going to start with thew mayor
of Dawson City, Wayne Potoroka.

As a quick aside, | would just like to send conglaions
to Mayor Potoroka and to his councillors, Stephehndon,
Bill Kendrick, Kyla MacArthur, and Darren Taylorh&y were
sworn in last night; they had their first meetinigeady and
they have scheduled a committee of the whole mgébinnext
week. | have the utmost confidence in this mayat emuncil
and wish them well in their dedication to our cormmity

Wayne Potoroka said, “It is up to everyone to makee
that their political leaders — whether it be mupatly, territo-
rially, or federally — just let them know how impant tour-
ism and heritage is to the community and to thettey in
general. And | think it's incumbent on all of useasure that
we have a vibrant tourism offering for guests @& Wukon. So,
again, it is not just about political people, battainly the peo-
ple on the ground too that will have a big effdcthiey make
their voices heard.”

I'd also like to quote an ex-curator — now, it'sdresting
that this particular person — and | can say “shecduse they
all were “shes”, all five of them who no longer Wwahere —
she didn’'t want her name put forward because sthe'tdivant
to seem like just a disgruntled ex-employee. | fimak an inter-
esting statement, and kind of sad.

| quote: “When | toured around our Ottawa colleayae
couple of weeks ago, they were blown away by thebéts and
the collection’s work, and they told me privatdiat they were
very upset that not even a partial position waeda®s it was
well-known that Dawson has an important site-specibllec-
tion — the second-largest in Parks Canada — it svasnall
measure of vindication — at least for me and theeiotollec-
tions staff to whom we might have passed the tdaf¢hey had
kept their job. | would have walked away happilylihad
known there was even someone — even in a lowel [ms-
tion — left on the site to manage the collectianagine trying
to operate MacBride Museum or the Dawson City Museu
from a distance.”

The next quote, the Leader of the Official Oppositivas
mentioning a bit as well. | don’t know if she knoasnot that
the author of this next quotation is in the gallesgiay — Mr.
Michael Gates. “According to the official websitar the Parks
Canada Agency, ‘An important part of Parks Canadasdate
involves protecting the health and wholeness, onrmemora-
tive integrity, of the national historic sites ipe@rates. This
means preserving the site’s cultural resources,noamicating
its heritage values and national significance, kindlling the
respect of people whose decisions and actionstédfiecsite.’
With recent Parks Canada budget cuts and stafbfsyin the

Yukon, this mandate has been compromised in wagtspttre-
vious cuts have not. Will these cuts leave ParksaGa able to
sustain a bid for World Heritage Site status fer Kiondike?

“I composed an inquiry and sent it out to Ryan |&éP
for the Yukon. | am not a political animal, butdrd to my
Member of Parliament, whatever his or her politisttipe,
when | feel that | need an ally or a champion fumsthing that
affects the Yukon.

“Here’s what | wrote: As one of your constituentsyant
to voice my concern regarding recent cuts to P&ksada
budgets and personnel in the Yukon. Many have doimn-
cern about the issue of closures of the DredgeANand the
elimination of guided tours of th8S Klondikeso | won't lin-
ger on them. | am concerned that major cuts ingoeral in
Dawson City leave significant national treasureberable to
mishandling, mistreatment, theft, loss and detation. The
entire unit of staff dedicated to the care and ldigpf collec-
tions has been eliminated. | think that the qualityhe current
exhibits will decline and our ability to developwefferings of
non-personal interpretation to the public has begppled.
Parks Canada houses a quarter of a million arsificDawson,
most of them site-specific nationally significargdsures. Also
housed are documents and reference materials #ipt th
make clear the meaning of these resources. Theyaree-
placeable.

“Many of them are associated with national histaites,
like the Dredge No. 4, the Commissioner's Residerihe
Dawson Daily News, Biggs Blacksmith Shop, the Redtker
Saloon and so forth. The remainder in large pantrdmtes to
the interpretation of the themes that representntkssage of
national significance.

“Over the past four decades, the collection has loegan-
ized, rationalized, placed in the proper storagéh vgroper
means for tracking their locations and history. fTiwark will
unravel very quickly without the staff to maintaimder and
proper care. The way in which the work was donerhaslted
in a very cost-effective means of caring for theékha cost of
two cents per annum per artifact to care for thiéecton, it
would take 2,500 years of care before the costeaiowing
them from the collection would be recovered. Ineottvords,
it's a bargain to continue to care for them.

“The collection had a full-time conservator. If enten-
tions were required to treat an object, many cddddone at
the site. Now they are going to have to wait in tjueue in a
conservation lab 5,000 kilometres away. Artifadtem receive
more damage in transit than they are originallyt sevay for.
Would you want to send your flat tire to a tire ghin Ottawa
for repair? | don't think so, so why would we calesi this ap-
proach as a viable alternative for national treesuroused in
Dawson City?”

“In the flood of 1979, much of Parks Canada’s allmn
was immersed in water. Fortunately, at the timeehgas a
trained conservation professional working on-dielp didn’t
arrive from the outside for more than a week. Theasares
taken before the arrival ensured the survival ohynaaluable
treasures from the collection. That capability formediate
response to emergencies has now been lost. Yolbaayare
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that there are over 30 displays in Dawson that shee the
treasures from the Parks Canada collection. Thegerdrom
simple display cases to fully furnished historibaildings like

Site. The educational value that it representsyigkoners and
international visitors is something that we shaaibdolutely be
proud of. As many of you know, the cessation ofdgdi tours

the Commissioner’s Residence, which was opened hgy t of Dredge No. 4 is part of the budget reductiorifgdParks

Prime Minister in 1996. These showcased the stdryhe

Klondike Gold Rush and are world-class in qualitiiey were
all designed and developed by staff on-site whahsw been
eliminated. That capacity is now gone.”

“At a time when we are being told that the staffuetions
will result in non-personal interpretations of maofyour at-
tractions, | don’'t understand why the personnel wiese re-
sponsible for such work have been eliminated winey twill
be needed even more than ever. One of the Dawssorpe|
who was eliminated was recently awarded recognitioexcel-
lence by the CEO of Parks Canada. Among her acdsimpl
ments: bringing in one-quarter of a million dollérsm outside
of Parks Canada and the participation of sevetaradgencies
and interest groups. Is that the kind of stuff tiwatshould re-
tain? So, why the cut? Since then the site hastdvaarn back
another quarter of a million dollars in money framtside of
the agency, for a virtual museum project that wcudge ful-
filled all of the criteria for cost-effectivenesad reaching citi-
zens all across the country as well as around trihw

“In addition to all of these points, consider thia¢ posi-
tions that were eliminated consisted of people lgigtained
and experienced. These same people also did thedtisn and
maintenance of artifacts at all of the sites in ¥heon field
unit, not just Dawson City. Thus the collectionsubed in
Haines Junction (Kluane National Park) and in WHotse §S
Klondike are now vulnerable. A janitor or a site interpret
will not be able to do the job, but they are théyames left at
the sites now.”

“In their eagerness to meet targets set by youegouent,
someone, or some people in management have mad&dsc
that do not make sense, and which leave a majoynaétcol-
lection vulnerable and uncared for. Long distanae drom a
service centre 5,000 kilometres away just won'ttdo

Mr. Leef, | know what | am talking about, and | kmo
what is at stake. | was curator of collections Parks Canada
in Dawson City for many years, and worked in theithge
field my entire career. Our national legacy in Dawss at risk,
and | think that something should be done to reversmini-
mize the damage of some bad decisions beforeoit'$atte.”

“I received a reply in due course, which reallyrdtdan-
swer my questions. | repeat my request here in ohynan in
the hope that it will elicit a more focused rep@utting the
entire collections staff for the Yukon was a badnagement
decision that will seriously harm the commemoraiivegrity.
What will be done to rectify the decision?”

Now, there is an answer from Mr. Leef. It's two @ar
graphs. | just read 20 paragraphs. I'm not goingead the
reply. Well, maybe | will read the reply. Maybe tlsaa good
idea. | think I will read the reply: “Recently | ¥ received a
few inquiries in regards to the cessation of guidears for
Dredge No. 4 in Dawson City. | fully agree and soppghat
Dredge No. 4 is an important Yukon heritage sitet dhly is it
important for Yukon, it is also an official Natidn&listoric

Canada. | will continue to work with the governmantd Parks
Canada, in an effort to identify this as an impottandeavour
and work towards a solution that is mutually beciefi Thank
you for bringing your concerns forward to me. Sty Ryan
Leef.”

Moving on to the Tourism Industry Association — and
quote: “The Tourism Industry Association of Yukon HA
Yukon — says it is very concerned with the fedegalern-
ment’s decision to cut 30 of the 110 Parks Canadpl@yees
in the Yukon — almost 28 percent of its presencéhanterri-
tory. The organization warns this will have majonsequences
for the Yukon tourism industry and overall econonTjhe
Government of Canada will save a few dollars witbse cuts,
but in doing so, the Yukon will lose millions inrdct and
indirect revenues that come from visitor spendisgoaiated
with Parks Canada sites.” This was from the chaieil
Hartling.

Another quote from Neil Hartling: “Think about the
business owners who offer accommodations, retail faod
services to visitors who go to and from these etivas. If the
attractions become less attractive to tourists lieedhere are
less services provided, how can this not resuliess visitor
traffic...” That quote goes on.

| have another quote from the director of a touthe-tour
and cruise operations, Premier Alaska Tours, afgote: “As
an Alaska-based tour operator who has brought #raiss of
people to the gold Dredge No. 4 and to 8% Klondikeover
the years, we are very disappointed with the reckrging of
these important historical attractions. This decisaffects us
and our clients greatly. The historic attractions @ big part of
why we bring visitors to the Yukon. Experiencing tifukon
won't be the same without guided tours, especialigdge No.
4. We encourage you to reverse this decision aeg keis at-
traction open.”

So, in closing, the Government of Yukon has had six
months to do something about this issue and has dbmnost
nothing. Today’s motion may just look like an atfgno look
busy on this file, but nothing more, and | hope. Adte Minis-
ter of Tourism and the Premier had a golden oppéstuo
raise the issue with the Prime Minister when he ha® this
summer. They didn’t, which makes me wonder if iswet on
their list of priorities. There was plenty of tinfier posing for
pictures with the Prime Minister, but no time foredge No. 4
or theSS Klondikeor for people who are losing their jobs in
Dawson. Even today, has the government broughthangyt
new to the table? Is there a plan B past this m@tibhope
there is. | guess we will find out. It's very digeginting to see
the government accepted a federal Conservativeidacibut |
hope that this great opportunity brings forward ranimous
consent in this House and that today is not theoétide battle.
Thanks a lot for your time.
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Hon. Mr. Istchenko: I'll try and keep this as short as cultural centre that we just built. We have thentaragement

| can, but | do want to be on the record with thistion. | was
a boy of eight when Kluane National Park Reserveedo
Haines Junction in 1972, so I'm probably one of fiag who
can probably speak to the start of parks — beiegetland liv-
ing there through where we are today.

I’'m going to quote a couple of things from the arag
start of the parks. It will be verbatim and somé & from our
former MLA, Mr. Bill Brewster: A promise made anddebt
unpaid; a promise made on February 22, 1972. Tére Minis-
ter of Indian Affairs and Northern Development, then. Jean
Chrétien, made a promise to Yukoners. It was ohdhg that
the Kluane National Park was created and then Cgsiarier
of the Yukon, Mr. James Smith, made the announcetiozn
the minister in the Yukon Legislative Assembly dre tsame
day. | would like to reiterate to you some of thatements
made at the time by Jean Chrétien which constitiltegprom-
ise made to Yukoners: “All groups directly affected these
land withdrawals will have an opportunity to makeit views
known. We will discuss with the Indian and Eskimeople
who live near the parks ways to make sure that tfegytheir
share of the jobs created and every other possitb@momic
advantage the parks can provide. “

| should note here that the Eskimo people werernedeto
because of South Nahanni River National Park Resand the
Cumberland Pennsylvania Park Reserve of Baffinntslan
Northwest Territories were set aside on the same dean
Chrétien went on to say that the northern policpgnizes the
importance of balanced development which bendiispeople
and protects the environment. And then the ministade one
of the most important statements of all — thatovel parks
will stimulate tourism and will provide economic daisocial
opportunities for northern residents.

Then 16 years later, when Mr. Brewster, the Menfber
Kluane, brought this to the House — now 40 yeatsrla—
Yukoners are still awaiting the fulfillment of theepromises,
and | can tell you that we are tired of waiting. Wave been
telling Ottawa and Winnipeg and everybody at Pdokgnany
years — for 40 years — and nobody ever seems tenlid
might remind the members here that throughoutttiret it was
not always a Conservative government. There wekberhi
governments; there were NDP governments in the W ulker-
ritory. So the blame game can’t be today.

The debt unpaid — | would like to hear some of ¢tben-
ments from some of the local residents. If you garthrough
exit surveys, you can look — many times, they hgoetten
residents together to discuss the vision — PA€k0 Visionis
a good example. Today, Kluane National Park stiVers
21,980 square kilometres, and yes, the largest tamurin
Canada, at 19,545 feet and still growing — for tha$ you
who did not know that. We have a diverse arrayunrational
park of plants, wildlife, species, the largest npmtar ice field.
| speak to that because I'm wondering: where aretogay?
We have closed ski trails. We have the Kathleen sy area
that's blockaded. It's not open for Yukoners. Ouountain
rescue people are not there any more either. Bas#sehave
closed. Geez, we don’t even have a store. We haveat new

of our national park with Champagne and AishihiksFiNa-

tions and the Kluane First Nation. | was proud ¢oabmember
of the Kluane National Park Management Board, arféva

years ago, we reviewed the management plans. Wggltr¢he

community together — all stakeholders — long betbis last

round of cuts. We brought many positive things tta®a and
to Parks Canada about things that could improveadu
Times are changing.

Access and economic development was most of tHé stu
that came forward, while respecting the environmlertnd
wilderness integrity of our national park. | bekethere will
have to be a fundamental change in the preserkitigirof how
we operate in our national parks. Some parks dfereint, but
in Kluane, | do believe that. For those in my rglimy con-
stituents and for all Yukoners, | brought this e @attention of
our MP and the Prime Minister. I've also writteritées about
these and I've alluded to this earlier. | encourdge Govern-
ment of Canada to address this issue and, as ®hgitin this
chair, 1 will push for the residents of Kluane afud Parks
Canada. It's one of the most beautiful, majestacet that we
have. All Canadians should have the opportunitgee it. By
closing and taking some of these activities awag;ravnot
doing that.

I'd like to thank the Minister of Education for hom-
ments. They were very good. This is about natipaaks, so in
closing | definitely commend this motion. | tharfletMember
for Pelly-Nisutlin for bringing this forward.

Mr. Barr: | would like to thank the Member for
Pelly-Nisutlin for bringing Motion No. 240 forwarbday. It's
nice to hear that the Member for Kluane has domeesioing in
the last six months. | wish we would have heard phdblicly,
not just today.

Not only on Wednesdays do we speak on behalf of the
people who elected us, but we speak on behalfeopdople in
the grocery stores; we speak on behalf of the peapkvents
and visiting elected officials to these events. Mest speak up
for what we have when we have the opportunity erdppor-
tunities are lost.

It is about spirit; it's about spirit of the peoptle spirit of
nature. Old buildings, the Chilkoot Trail, havegri$ or many
spirits within. | was thinking back to when | hikéee Chilkoot
Trail about eight years ago with a friend of minboshadn't
been to the Yukon before. It was her first yeareh&e were
coming near the end of the trail, over that sartd Bennett
Lake and as | was walking along | could hear thiees of
children laughing. There was all of this glee ia #ir and all of
this life, and yet when | looked around, there wathing but
the beauty of the nature that | was walking on.

There was an elder there from Carcross who sti#l ha
trapline at Bennett Lake. | went up and knockedttoa door
and she said, “Oh, Kevin, it's so nice to see yolWé were
dirty; we were tired and my partner had blistersham feet.
They started the sauna and we had a sauna. Wesweteaned
up; we had such a good welcoming there at the étitedrail.
We sat in the house and had tea after this anéltes said to
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me, “Did you hear?” | said, “Yes, | heard.” The gan | was
travelling with said, “Hear what?” | said | hearlll these peo-
ple laughing, sounds of children and parents armgplpework-
ing and banging and things. The elder looked atam said,
“Yes, | hear it here often.”

The spirit that | speak of and the opportunitiesiéarning
and the opportunities for awareness and havinglatidin that
things are real, that things are important, that liappening
here and now — it's a lost opportunity when oumi&iMinis-
ter was here not that long ago, when the time vggos. r

Missed opportunities are missed opportunities. \&/&ik-
ing about this now today. | was speaking with a \wwanfrom
N.W.T. the other day at the TIA convention. She welng
me that she was relocated from N.W.T. to Yukon. [8fftcher
home, her family, her friends and her job — thitigst she has
from living there for many years, she said. Shes sshe loved
it. | said, well, do you like the Yukon? She saidttwell, yeah,
the Yukon is nice here. She came here, thougheep k job —
to keep a job because her job was lost at Parkad2aim
N.W.T. We are speaking of the jobs lost in Dawsorthe-in-
come lost, the people leaving to relocate. Old Crevthe peo-
ple who worked for Parks Canada in Old Crow — theyiu-
man beings. They were part of that community. Tlaeeepeo-
ple in Whitehorse who lost jobs. These are peophe way
taxes that will not be paid to the government here, with the
salary dollars that will not be feeding our econamoyv.

I know that the Member for Whitehorse Centre spodey
eloguently on detail after detail after detail loé tcomplexity of
these cuts. | don't do that. Yet, we have that rmatlen that
part of this conversation. | speak about peopletaadeelings
and about the spirit of community. Yes, there’'s morin-
volved here from these people. Yes, we lost thobs.jThat’s
an awful thing. This woman who was here from N.W-F.
she’s well on in her life. She had hoped to plametire there
with her friends, family and community. The peoplbo are
leaving here now — relocating — they are peopldkaimily,
with a dream to retire here. They have worked yaacsyears,
who are now, near their retirement, having to leale are
leaving — those people are also employed in Haluestion,
Whitehorse and Dawson City.

These people are community people. They contriboite
the music circles, | know, as the folks in Old Crdvknow a
young couple got married in a traditional way orcaibou
skin. They became a part of that community, learteglay
the fiddle from Allan Benjamin and would go to tbemmu-
nity dances and lived and breathed when huntingentuo the
Flats. They're gone. They were sad when | saw theawing
the Yukon. They were happy people who came to Whitee
who would share all the wonderful things they wéwng.
They volunteered in their community. Those othevgbe who
are leaving — they contribute to the festivals —unteers.
The highway cleanup crews that we see walking —y'tee
vibrant, they're the fabric of our community henethe Yukon.

We're not just losing what has been worked for preisg
for our generations to come. Expertise was leaumgout also
the opportunity for that to continue to be shargdthe hard
work of the people that these cuts have cost. Yoowk to

blame Parks Canada — that notion is to blame thkenwe
blame the CBC for trying to do something that’s gidor all of
us. What is that?

The federal government directs Parks Canada peisrit
The minister gives the CEO of Parks Canada ageisaparch-
ing orders and on down the line, so if Parks Carfeata di-
verted an inordinate portion of its ever-reduceddai on the
War of 1812, it's because the federal Cabinet thitat this is
of a higher priority than the people, the livesoaf future here
in the Yukon to preserve what we have intact todathink
that's a shame.

These people sit on our school councils — the egeot
ple with the expertise to care for ongoing workdeskto pre-
serve and build on the efforts of years of worlstith be com-
pleted for future tourists and local people to expland enjoy.
The government had an excellent opportunity to lspéth the
Prime Minister and to raise these concerns pergondlen he
was here just over a couple of months ago.

When | remember back then, what | saw in headlines
the paper was front page pictures of our Prime $téniwalk-
ing among our mining future. The future of extragtiand the
opportunities — that’s not to say that that's noportant, yet |
think what is important is that the water will alygabe here to
provide for us. It'll always be here and the latitek animals.
It'll be here to provide for our children, our dhién’s children
long after the last chunk of gold is gone and thdsotaken.
We need these people who have to leave here tinoento
work alongside a respectful mining industry to eeswe all
move forward together as one — not placing a psidriom
one over the other.

As it has been stated, our tourism industry is astay of
our economy — a great mainstay of our economy. \Afgtc
drink a mineral, we can’t protect our wilderneskislis all part
of when we hear in this House people talk of cutingaef-
fects. This is a large chunk of our cumulative etffeon the
future of the Yukon in totality, for the future ofir generations
to come. What will we be left with if we do not neforward
together by supporting all the people here — thalfsof us
who are in charge of stewardship of the land whigorpo-
rates good mining practices along with preservatibaur cul-
ture, our heritage and our vast wilderness.

| was speaking with another tourism operator at Just
the other day. | will finish with this, becausedge we do get
to hear what plan B is when we lose what we have.

I have heard this story many years from many peaie
travelled to visit the Yukon. The people from Eugogad. In
their schools, it's compulsory. Up to last yeals mo longer
compulsory. Another famous author — our Member for
Whitehorse Centre spoke of Pierre Berton. We absi Jack
London who wrotéVhite Fang That is the book that has been
compulsory reading in Europe by the children. Femeagations
now, kids grew up reading/hite Fang The lure of the Klon-
dike — to come to the Klondike to see not only wtiegt gold
rush had to offer, but the vast wilderness, thedméks that |
first got caught with when | came here to the Yukdhat's
why I'm still here today: the love of the peoplbagtrespect of
people for all people; not a one-sided vision. Eh@®ople
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don’t read that book any more. This tourism operé&ocon-
cerned. What are we doing for one of the most itgmbmain-
stays of our economy — wilderness tourism and $oorin
general in the Yukon — which these cuts affect?

What are we doing to instill that there is goingotoa con-
tinued flow of generations of people — tourists e-ebme and
see what we have? When we say tlomely Planethas ac-
knowledged us as being fourth on the list to comentthe
world — but caution: get there before all the roadd the min-
ing happens. It won't be there for long.

What is plan B? | am anxious to hear what thafl leank
you for your time, Mr. Speaker.

Speaker:
bate. Does any other member wish to be heard?

Mr. Hassard:
everyone in the Assembly here today and | realiwzet are
probably people who still would like to have thingssay, but

in light of the time, I'd like to hopefully have nanimous de-

cision on the vote for this motion. Hopefully thare could
carry on with the motion put forward by the Memlfar Wat-
son Lake, because | understand the importance rofmlogon
too. So thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Speaker:  Are you prepared for the question?

Some Hon. Members:  Division.
Division

Speaker:  Division has been called.

Bells

Speaker: Order please. Mr. Clerk, please poll the
House.

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: Agree.

Hon. Mr. Cathers: Agree.

Hon. Ms. Taylor: Agree.

Hon. Mr. Graham: Agree.

Hon. Mr. Kent: Agree.

Ms. McLeod: Agree.

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: Agree.

Hon. Mr. Dixon: Agree.

Mr. Hassard: Agree.

Ms. Hanson: Agree.

Ms. Stick: Agree.

Ms. White: Agree.

Mr. Tredger: Agree.

Mr. Barr: Agree.

Mr. Silver: Agree.

Mr. Elias: Agree.

Clerk: Mr. Speaker, the results are 16 yea, nil nay.

Speaker:
ried.
Motion No. 240 agreed to

Motion No. 238

Clerk: Motion No. 238, standing in the name of Ms.
McLeod.

Speaker: It has been moved by the Member for Wat-
son Lake:

THAT this House urges the Yukon government to exami
legislative, regulatory, and policy options to emsthat mov-
able sports nets at public facilities meet appaipristandards
that protect the safety of Yukon children.

Ms. McLeod: I'd like to thank my colleagues for
their support and give special thanks to the Maristf Educa-
tion, to have the opportunity to bring this issdegeeat impor-

If the member now speaks, he will close de-tance to my home community of Watson Lake and, éddéo

all Yukoners.
In July of this year a playground incident involgira

| appreciate all of the comments from sports net resulted in the death of five-yeardaddyn Amann

Hicks. Our community was, and still is, devastdtgdhis trag-
edy. One set of statistics that | looked at, cowgra period
from 1979 to 2012, puts the number of injuries Iuirg sports
nets in excess of 90 for North America, with 38tadse result-
ing in death.

Accidents don’t have to happen. The majority oliifgs
are predictable and preventable. Playground irgudan be
very serious, ranging anywhere from fractured bdaoeakeath.

The Canadian Standards Association has developed th
only nationally recognized standard on childrensypspaces
and equipment, and they can provide detailed inéion
about materials, installation, strength of the pment, et cet-
era, and specifications for each type of sportipegent. The
standards are voluntary and are not a law. Thene isational
enforcement body in playground safety; however, esgunis-
dictions in Canada have passed regulations reguipimblic
playground operators to ensure that their playgieuneet the
CSA standard. There have been studies to show whian
adopting CSA standards, playground injuries drom®ymuch
as 50 percent.

Generally speaking, the prevention of injuries Iyeahly
requires four steps, and that is defining the poblidentifying
the risk, developing some prevention, and thenuatailg those
strategies and making sure that they are, inddéettige. To
say that it's time to review how we Yukoners arenaging the
safety of our children on playgrounds is to st&e obvious.
Bumps and scrapes may be a part of childhood, &ribus
injury resulting in death or lifelong disability something no
child and no family should have to bear. It's myside that
having this discussion among Yukon legislators Jethd to
safer playgrounds where our children have fewarrie$ and
parents, more peace of mind. Thank you.

Mr. Tredger: On behalf of the Official Opposition, |
rise to speak in favour of the motion and | wouke Ito thank

The yeas have it. | declare the motion carhe Member for Watson Lake for bringing it forttheTdeath of

five-year-old Jaedyn Amann-Hicks was a sad tragiédy.can-
not possibly comprehend the grief that this fandhd their
community had to endure with this loss. We wantate this
opportunity to extend our deepest sympathies andaences
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of the Official Opposition to her family. It is hed that today
we will respond to her father’s wish that she is foogotten.

I'd like to speak to this motion on a number ofamebut
I'll begin by referencing the Auditor General’s oepof 2009.
Iltem 71 on risk identification management: “We exasd the
department’s risk management, and we expectedttieatie-
partment would be able to demonstrate that it ifleat meas-
ures, mitigates, and reports significant risks kRisnagement
is important because it helps a department kedg rsthin a
level appropriate to the nature of its operatiofthdugh the
department identifies risks on an ad hoc basidpdés not have
an integrated risk management plan. Since it doefonmally
identify risks, it is difficult to determine wheth¢he depart-
ment is aware of all the critical and potentiaksishat need to
be managed.”

Item 75 goes on: “Overall, we did not find a risksass-
ment that specifies each risk, its potential impaod how the
department plans to manage the risk. We found tthatde-
partment mitigates risks as they arise, but do¢smitigate or
report risks in a comprehensive, proactive fashiods part of
the strategic planning process, the Department chfc&tion
should develop an integrated risk-management planidenti-
fies and assesses the key risks the departmerd fawb the
measures it will use to mitigate these risks.”

The reason | refer to the Department of Educatiere lis
because that’s what I’'m familiar with, but | wowdpand that
to all government buildings and all government grnbips be-
cause there should be a risk management plan e diar
them.

The department responded and agreed with that.DEie
partment of Education will continue discussionshwitartners
in Education and relevant Government of Yukon dipants
to identify what risks are inherent in educationl avhat meas-
ures are required to mitigate these risks. Therimé&ion will
be used to develop a comprehensive risk managephemt A
summary of the risk management plan will be inctudte the
department’s annual report under a new sectiotleshtiEnvi-
ronmental scan.” The collaborative risk managenmoject
underway with the Department of Highways and Pulliarks
with Executive Council Office assistance will hdigrm the
framework and content of future assessments.

expected to plan for this by setting aside theussss to com-
plete the work and work with the Department of Higlys and
Public Works to set in place a work schedule.” Thais in
2011. Here we are today.

What we can learn from business and from otherdtrths
is that safety is not a one-time thing. There isadohoc solu-
tion to safety. We must inculcate a culture of gafe- an atti-
tude among those who use the buildings and oumgisyithose
who are responsible for them and those who buidnthiWhen
parents send their kids to school, they expectttiet kids will
be safe. When we send a child to play in a playgiowe ex-
pect our child to be safe. It is important that agea govern-
ment put in place measures to mitigate any riskisveork with
the public to ensure that those risks are not thenesk man-
agement plan would include protocols that clarifyes and
responsibilities within the buildings. It would lnde inspec-
tions. Those inspections, those protocols and thokes and
responsibilities would be clear to staff. It woubeé clear to
building managers and it would be clear to the jpwho use
them. Reports must be made public. In the caselubds, |
would suggest that reports be made available toddouncils
so that they can operate and act in the interetiteosafety of
their children. I'll return to that in a few mingte

When | think of schools, and myself as a principaever
thought of what happened when | left the schoaltine, what
happened to the grounds in the summertime, andwasore-
sponsible for what occurred. Those are the kingrofocols |
think need to be in place, and | hope that this $$arting point
for everyone to begin to build on that. | know th@vernment
and Department of Education under the ministerigation
have had building audits in the last few years. Sahthem
have been completed. Those audits should be madalae to
the public, to the staff who reside in those buidi, and the
people who are using them. Again, | would suggkat they
be, as a matter of course, given to school coundiks live in
an earthquake zone. We've just heard about ancrekie off
the coast of Haida Gwaii. How many of our governtrwrild-
ings have had seismic testing done in the last foufive
years? Our government buildings are aging.

I know schools — and | can speak to that — whemfeeo
go to a building or when we send our children tbost, we

The Auditor General goes on to recommend the Deparhope that those kind of audits have been done hakd with

ment of Education should work with the Property dgement
division of the Department of Highways and PublioNs to
conduct regular and comprehensive facility audits.ensure
that major building deficiencies are identifiede thudit should
address environmental, health and safety issursexied.

Again, the department agreed, and while Property-Ma
agement is undergoing a business process, thetaeearwill
incorporate the results of the building audits enscheduled to
be done in 2009-10.

The 2011 education report refers to the manageipiant
in number 10 under environmental scan of facilibgits for
Yukon schools. “The facility audits that were startin 2009
will be completed in 2011 and there will be an etpton that
any deficiencies are identified, prioritized andttsome head-
way is made toward addressing them. The departmiinbe

relevant staff, posted in staff rooms or in pulgiaces so that
those who enter the building know what the riskes amd what
they are encountering. | know there was a Workémshpensa-
tion Health and Safety Board inspection of shogsiadustrial

arts facilities done a few years ago. Again, theults of that

should be shared with school councils and shouldnbee

available to the public. What conditions were ua8afHow

were they dealt with? What is the plan to managestfety of

Yukoners?

Government-wide, | know the Auditor General has men
tioned in several different reports that there izead for facil-
ity renewal, a long-term plan. Some of our buildirage aging.
When | look at how long it has taken to get wheeeake with
F.H. Collins — and | can remember four and five rgeago
being told that some of the measures to mitigatéremmental
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hazards to health hazards, were being temporauii\irpplace
because we would have a new school.

Lake to attend the ceremony for Jaedyn along witivdember
for Watson Lake. On behalf of my wife Tammy andamd |

Now | wonder how long the people of Watson Lakel wil think all of us on this side and all Yukoners reajve our

have to wait for their new school. Their elementsekiool had
a problem with one of its roofs collapsing and tatg had to
be closed. Vanier school is aging. Grey Mountairagsng.

Christ the King Elementary School is aging. WhitedeoEle-
mentary School is aging. Do we have a five-yeanplBo we
know when these schools are going to be replaceg@dAwe
can't expect it all to happen at once, but we neethave a
plan. We need to know that our facilities, and gtounds are
being managed in a comprehensive way so that w& dod

up having to come up with ad hoc solutions. Inititerest of
getting through this debate and getting on with s+ gsaid ear-
lier — what | think is a very good motion, I'll kpemy next
remarks shorter — somewhat.

The United States learned several years ago. Hmeic
Katrina landed with devastating effects on New @mke and
the damage from that was extensive and well-docteden

This last week we have seen Hurricane Sandy come
The United States and Canada were better preparethdt,
and even though it has been called one of thedgrienot the
largest, hurricane and storm ever to hit the easteaboard of
North America, the damage was relatively contained the
response was well done. We've had a number of cecces
that have raised the interest and the involveménuioners.
If 1 think back to 2001 and how our emergency measue-
sponded, and how there was a lot of work being ddies that
to set in place measures so that we were ablendida poten-
tial disaster. Now it is 12 years later — hopefuind I'm sure
that it is still happening — many of these issues lezeing re-
newed, looked again and re-examined in the lighiviot we
know.

It's critical that our emergency responses be wgatiaive
had another wake-up call just a few weeks or moatit —
I'm losing track of time — when much of Yukon logsbwer
and people went through a number of processes abvdéh
that. These are wake-up calls. What we need isstesmtic
system-wide way to manage risk, to assess the cmksng to
manage those risks, to make sure that the publcstaff in-
volved and those who use the facilities are inviblaad know
what is going on.

Having said that, | will conclude my remarks witrabhks
to the Member for Watson Lake for bringing thisviard.
Hopefully it is a wake-up call for everyone andttioar de-
partments and our government can begin to putaoepplans
that will mitigate and ensure that this type ofnthidoesn’t
happen again, not only with soccer nets, but witlofahe po-
tential risks that we have in our buildings.

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: I'd like to begin by thanking the
Member for Watson Lake for bringing forward this tioa.

This really was brought to our attention as a tesiila
tragedy, a tragedy that profoundly affected a fgntihe first
responders who had to respond to that incident, camtinly
the community of Watson Lake. Really, the whole camity
of Yukon has been affected by this. Again, | didtgdNVatson

sincere thoughts and sympathy and prayers to thidyfat this

tragic loss. As a father and a parent of four ¢hitd | can’t

even imagine what this would be like to have talgough —

a young child to be taken so suddenly and so urstegly and
so tragically. So, it certainly is something thashreally
touched all of us. | think now it is part of ouldigence as a
community, as Yukoners, to get together to talk magnthe

stakeholders, find ways to identify those risks amgrovide

options to manage risks. We want to ensure thatchildren

have those opportunities and | think each of ustrmemories
of what we did as young children and the fun thiagsl the
great things that we did that really helped makeints the

people we are today through those extremely impbdavel-

opmental ages of our lives.

Really, we want these children to be able to gidet
and to ensure that when they go to play in plaiges play-
igrounds that they will be safe and we, of courseyvary proud
to be supporting this motion. Thank you.

Ms. Moorcroft:
too would like to start by indicating that we aresupport of
this motion: “That the House urges the Yukon gowent to
examine legislative, regulatory, and policy optidosensure
that movable sports nets at public facilities magpropriate
standards that protect the safety of Yukon childréke all
want to see the children in our communities anadwnschool
grounds safe at all times. And tragedy always doesh us on
a personal level. It's part of the human conditiBut we as
legislators, we as political leaders, have a resibdity to take
the kinds of action that will prevent future harm.

That means that we, as political leaders, haveabgonsi-
bility to move in implementing recommendations lué tvarious
reports that are brought to our attention. The fardeneral
of Canada — and | would like to thank the MemberMayo-
Tatchun for his remarks — reviewed Public Schoaold Ad-
vanced Education in the Department of Educatiaiaimuary of
2009. As the Auditor General always does, theiff steought
forward a number of recommendations. The respdiigbiof
governments and of leaders are to enact those reeads-
tions — to review them, to determine whether thgyea, to
lay out a plan on how you accomplish the recommigonia
that have been identified.

| just want to make note of a number of the recomuhae
tions that are relevant to this motion before us.

“The Department of Education should work with threg?
erty Management division to develop a long-termilitsiplan
that takes into account the age, capacity, andittaf facili-
ties and student enrolment trends.” The departragrged with
that.

“The Department of Education should work with threg?
erty Management division of the Department of Rulliorks
and Highways to conduct regular and comprehensicdity
audits to ensure that major building deficiencies identified.

As the previous speakers have said, |
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The audits should address environmental, health safdty
issues, as needed.”

I am hoping that in this debate the Minister of Eation
and the Minister of Highways and Public Works gileak to
the leadership roles that they're playing and tw tibey will
ensure that all of our facilities are safe. Thar many things
that can be done now, and I'm looking for the goweent to
support the Member for Watson Lake, who has brodight
ward this motion, and to do that work — to examtimeir own
policy options, legislative and regulatory optioasd take ac-
tion beyond the immediate action after this tragedgurred
this summer in Watson Lake.

Hon. Mr. Kent: Again, | would like to echo the
comments of colleagues here this afternoon who lspe&en
and relay my deepest and heartfelt sympathiesetdydés fam-
ily — her parents and extended family, and inddes déntire
community of Watson Lake. I, like many others, tagven
begin to imagine the effect that this tragedy hadhe family.

Maybe I'll just speak for a second. When this aenidoc-
curred, | was actually attending the national etlanaminis-
ters meetings in Halifax and got word early in therning in
Halifax. Of course, it would have been around 400@:30 in
the morning here in the Yukon. | was able to tobeke with
my colleague, the Member for Watson Lake, and otiuds
leagues as well, as this unfolded over the day.irAdajust
want to thank them for their support. It was a \éifficult day,
| think, for all Yukoners trying to come to termsthvsuch a
tragedy.

| certainly support the motion that has been brodgh
ward by the Member for Watson Lake today. Agaitis thci-
dent has been and will continue to be probablytéighest day
for me in my political career. That pales in conigam to what
has happened to this family since then and duhiagttme.

our families to be safe when using public faciitike school
grounds, whether it's during school hours or astenool hours
or when school is not in session.

To that end, | know that risk management of playgas
— there has been some work done in Watson Lakeoaadf
the schools here in Whitehorse — I'Ecole Emilie miday.
It's a very specialized field. | know I've talkedtiv the Minis-
ter of Highways and Public Works about this, arisl $iome-
thing that very few companies in Canada do, butrevéitent
on completing those risk assessments for all schaminds in
the Yukon as soon as we possibly can.

I'm not going to go on any longer with this. | jusant to
again say thank you to the Member for Watson Lakebfing-
ing this forward. | think that by examining any iggtive regu-
latory or policy options, we can ensure that thasevable
sports nets at public facilities do meet appropristandards
that protect the safety of Yukon children, whils@atontinuing
to support the fithess and the aspects that cortte playing
soccer, for instance.

This will take some discussion with the soccer eisdimn
and other groups that use those fields. We justt wamake
sure that again the safety and health of our dildire para-
mount. Just in closing, again, | would pass ona@dyn’s fam-
ily how sorry | am, and heartfelt feelings go oatthem with
such a tragedy that they continue to cope with diayain and
day-out basis. Thank you.

Mr. Silver: I'll be very brief as we are running short
of time here today. We will absolutely be suppatthis mo-
tion, and | would like to thank the Member for WatsLake
for bringing forward this vital motion. | just waed to say from
one rural representative to another, our heartogoto the
member and her community. We can’t imagine what o
feeling, but we can offer our support and our sytimpalhank

With respect to some of the comments made by tlee twyou.

members of the Official Opposition — the Member kbayo-
Tatchun and the Member for Copperbelt South — Ivkra
number of the Auditor General’'s recommendationseweted
— of course, the long-term strategic plan, thegrated risk
management plans, the long-term facility plan, ppghthe
comprehensive school facility audits, as well asme&otalk
about F.H. Collins and Johnson Elementary — thewoidy of
Johnson Elementary.

As all members do, | have access to the 2010-1L&ann
report that talks about some of the progress thatheen made
at that time, but rather than reading that into rdeord right
now, I'll review the Blues and provide a written dgte to
members of the progress that has been made tocodateese
issues and other things.

I know that immediately after the accident occuyrdte
movable sports nets were removed from the schanlrgts of
all Yukon schools. The department cooperated fulith the
RCMP investigation and the work of the coroner Enohched
our own investigation as well. We hired a compamyassess
the risks of those soccer nets. Over the past gbikee of them
have been returned to schoolyards after passintgethef that
independent company. | know that we all want ouldebn and

Hon. Mr. Istchenko:
the time.

I do live in a small community, and | know whatsitike
for the Member for Watson Lake to lose a membehén
community, especially a child, so my heartfelt thiots go out
to Jaedyn’s family, as reiterated by everyone ieldkis House.

As the Minister of Highways and Public Works, thekén
government expects that we should maintain thegiitteof all
government facilities and ensure that they are &afevery-
one. We also expect them to be kept in good regrar good
order. We take our responsibilities for the safetg security of
our citizens very seriously. Central to the worlndat High-
ways and Public Works is to ensure that the safety protec-
tion of the public, be that a Yukon school, on highways, or
using our airports or any other government facilithis is a
job our people take pride in, and it has signiftcaaue to the
employees within my department.

When health and safety issues arise, the governhzna
duty to act. Highways and Public Works has chamgiioa
cross-government initiative in risk-assessment rgament, as
was alluded to. Specific tools have been developitd the

I will be brief, too, looking at
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department and are helping to identify and mitigdie risk
across the whole of the Yukon. | just want to kdep as short
as | can, but we continue to work with the othevegament
departments, groups, and our facilities to pronsafety.

We'll be developing procedures for user groups van®
using our facilities, including sports fields, aftegular school
hours and on weekends, to determine how best toagean
sports equipment during extended school breaks wthen
grounds are not regularly inspected. Just to infthis House,
Highways and Public Works is hiring a consultantémduct a
full inspection of all playground equipment in tpring of
2013, and will address any deficiencies that atendip along
with what we do now.

Looking at the time, | am definitely glad to hehat eve-
rybody supports this motion, and | thank the MemibeWVat-
son Lake for bringing it forward. Thank you.

Mr. Elias: | also would like to take this opportunity to
rise in support of the motion of the Member for ¥éat Lake. |
also, during the tragedy that happened last suniongaedyn’s
family, did take the opportunity at that time tondemy condo-
lences to the community and to the family and tdkdofiers in
general through my website and through Faceboplstlwant
to reiterate that right now because the pain iistisére.

With regard to the motion and removable sports,ials
have an experience to share that wasn’t mentioogalyt and
that was when | was coaching novice hockey.

In all our arenas around the territory, when thaish do-
ing the ice, the hockey nets are leaned againdbdbeds. Dur-
ing this time, when | was coaching the novice hgcklee little
people tended to rush out on to the ice. Sometitnesndi-
viduals take it upon themselves — the little hockégyers —
to try to lift those heavy hockey nets. At that éinthere was a
little hockey player who tried to lift the net frothe boards and
he couldn’t hold it, and it ended up falling on bigck. This is
just another example of where the review of leg¢jisaand
regulations and policy could possibly save a yoterggom
getting hurt. That's at another sports venue intetnitory, so
this is important.

| do stand here in support of this motion. | thasdain, the
Member for Watson Lake for bringing this motion tioe
House. Thank you, Mr. Speaker, for your time.

Speaker:
debate. Does any other member wish to be heard?

Ms. McLeod:
of its members for their full support of this matid know that
it will mean quite a lot to the family. Their grest fear was
that nothing would happen, and | will be happy ¢part to
them that we all take this matter very seriouslyaik you.

Speaker:
Some Hon. Members:

Are you prepared for the question?
Division.
Division

Speaker:  Division has been called.

My thanks to the Legislature and to all

Bells

Speaker:
Hon. Mr. Pasloski:
Hon. Mr. Cathers:
Hon. Ms. Taylor:
Hon. Mr. Graham:
Hon. Mr. Kent:
Ms. McLeod:
Hon. Mr. Istchenko:
Hon. Mr. Dixon:
Mr. Hassard:
Ms. Hanson:
Ms. Stick:
Ms. White:
Mr. Tredger:
Mr. Barr:
Mr. Silver:
Mr. Elias:
Clerk:
Speaker:
ried.
Motion No. 238 agreed to

Mr. Clerk, please poll the House.
Agree.
Agree.
Agree.
Agree.
Agree.
Agree.
Agree.
Agree.
Agree.
Agree.
Agree.
Agree.
Agree.
Agree.
Agree.
Agree.
Mr. Speaker, the results are 16 yea, nil nay.
The yeas have it. | declare the motion car-

Hon. Mr. Cathers:
House do now adjourn.

Speaker: It has been moved by the Government House
Leader that the House do now adjourn.

Motion agreed to

Mr. Speaker, | move that the

Speaker:  This House stands adjourned until 1:00 p.m.

tomorrow.

The House adjourned at 5:20 p.m.
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