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Yukon Legislative Assembly
Whitehorse, Yukon
Tuesday, November 6, 2012 — 1:00 p.m.

Speaker: I will now call the House to order. We will
proceed at this time with prayers.

Prayers

Withdrawal of motions

Speaker:
change which has been made to the Order Paperoivibkd.
14, standing in the name of the Member for Maycefiah, has
been removed from the Order Paper at the requeshatf
member.

Speaker’s statement re: withdrawal, retraction or
apology for unparliamentary language

Speaker:
Chair will make a statement about an event thatiwed yes-
terday during second reading debate on Bill No. 7.

During the speech of the Leader of the Third Paitig,
Leader of the Official Opposition raised a pointoofler about
comments made by the Leader of the Third Party aheu
During the discussion of the point of order, theadler of the
Official Opposition used unparliamentary languagkee Chair
asked the Leader of the Official Opposition to aetrand
apologize for the use of unparliamentary language.

The Leader of the Official Opposition offered arokagy,
which the Leader of the Third Party accepted.

Nonetheless, the Chair has reviewed the Blues deggar
this incident and wishes to make a statement ahout

When the Chair asks a member to withdraw, retract o

apologize for something they have said, that wakai, retrac-
tion or apology should be unqualified. This is aot opportu-
nity for the member to restate, rephrase or juskigyoffending
words.

In dealing with the point of order yesterday thealChac-
cepted a withdrawal that was qualified, one in \whibhe
Leader of the Official Opposition rephrased the dgothat had
been ruled out of order. The Chair should haverinpted the
Leader of the Official Opposition after she hadeoéd the
apology and before she qualified it.

This House does not have a lot of experience \mightype
of language used by the Leader of the Official Gyifjpmn
yesterday. However, | can assure all members thathe
future, the Chair will only accept unqualified sttions,
withdrawals or apologies for the use of unparliatagnlan-

BARY rRouTINE
Speaker:
Tributes.

TRIBUTES

In recognition of Canadian Armed Forces and Veter-
ans’ Week

We will now proceed with the Order Paper.

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: | rise today on behalf of the gov-
ernment and on behalf of the Independent MembeW tortut

The Chair wishes to inform the House of a

Prior to proceeding with the Order Paper, the

Gwitchin. | rise to pay tribute to the men and waonaf the
Canadian Armed Forces who have served, fought aifdr
our country, and to pay tribute to Veterans’ Week.

Each year, from November 5 to 11, Canadians join to
gether to participate in remembrance. This year Vigterans’
Week, we are asked to make remembrance more thmaa-so
thing we feel, but also, something we do. Many sfuill wear
poppies as a reminder. Some will attend Remembr&ae
ceremonies on Sunday and pause for a moment atsile

This year, | encourage everyone to take the timeldo
something extra to remember: talk to a veteranh sicyour-
self, Mr. Speaker, or the Hon. Minister of Highwaysd Public
Works, and ask them to share their experiencesjexirwith a
friend or family member who has served in the Céarad
Forces and thank them for their service; follow &fahs Af-
fairs on social media or show the poppy on your seoial
media accounts.

The poppy is a powerful symbol recognized aroural th
world as a symbol of collective reminiscence, ofnaeon his-
tory, of sacrifice and commitment. Veterans des¢ovbe rec-
ognized and appreciated this week, not only becthesehave
served our country, but also because the work tftgn do
continues to contribute to our communities.

This year you, Mr. Speaker, were honoured with the
Queen’s Diamond Jubilee medal for your work wite fRoyal
Canadian Air and Army Cadets. Minister Istchenkottwes
to serve as a Canadian Ranger. Your dedicatiohdset pro-
grams shows how important veterans are in our camtias.

Together in this Legislature, it is important tkkaowledge
and show respect for our Canadian veterans. Mgsbritantly,
we must never forget.

This Veterans’ Week | encourage you to make remem-
brance something that you do.

Ms. White: | rise on behalf of the Official Opposition
to pay tribute to Veterans’ Week. Each year, froovénber 5
to 11, Canadians join together to celebrate veteeard their
accomplishments. These six days leading up to Nbeerhl,
Remembrance Day, gives us the opportunity to make&em-
brance something more than what we feel; it's anchato
make it something we do.

Without the experience, how can we remember what we
haven't known? For many, their ideas of war steamfiHol-
lywood images. We've become desensitized to thktiesaof
war through images and movies and video games. &Ve all
had the chance to study aspects of Canadian hist@ghools,
but the vast majority of us, especially young peopflave no
first-hand or even second-hand knowledge of wad, fan that
we are thankful.

We live in the most amazing country in the worldl] bf
freedoms and opportunities that we often take fantpd. Ca-
nadian veterans understand how we arrived heretraddo
not take our situation for granted. These brave amshwomen
answered a call deep inside themselves to help; Sherificed
all they knew, all they loved, in order to defetha trights and
freedoms of others. Too many have returned homke p¥iysi-
cal injuries; even more have come home with inlésiBounds



1374

HANSARD

November 6, 2012

— wounds so deep that they can never escape thedothers
never made it home at all. These heroes among ow kine
price that was paid for our freedom and they wantioushare in
this understanding.

Canada has a reputation for being a peace-lovitigma
We have shown this every time our troops have s to
help protect the human rights, freedoms, and jesticothers
around the world. When we think about our effortgimes of
war and peace, we come to realize that our natidesire to
help is never motivated by greed, power or threétal might
not agree with the political decision to participat a conflict,
but you must respect the brave men and women whaviir
ing to sacrifice everything they are for Canada.

Although many of us can’t actually remember wagréh
are many around who can. We owe it to those whe lsawed
to learn, understand and be thankful for the takks they've
undertaken and to not forget the lessons we'venéghat their
expense.

Through their courage, determination and sacrifggen-
erations of Canadian veterans have helped to erikatewe
live in a free and peaceful country. If we underdthis, how
can we not stop and take the time and say thanR you

Now more than ever veterans are passing the tdreh-o
membrance to us — to the people of Canada. Theyt tean
ensure that the memory of their efforts and saa#iwill not
die with them and that an appreciation of the altiey’'ve
fought for will live on in all Canadians long aftérey are gone.
We owe it to them to never forget.

However we choose to remember this Veterans’ Week,
should be sure to share it with everyone we knovs. dur duty
and privilege to pass on the heroic legacy and gepkthe
memories of our Canadian veterans alive. Thank you.

Mr. Silver: | rise today on behalf of the Liberal cau
cus to pay tribute to our Yukon veterans and toveterans
during Veterans’ Week, November 5 to 11. Every yeanadi-
ans join together and recognize the achievementaiofeter-
ans and honour those who have made the ultimat#fisac
Veterans’ Week is an opportunity to thank all obsb who
have served and are serving in our armed forcescauilthn
support services.

passing the torch of remembrance to us to enserengmory
of their efforts and sacrifices will not die withem and the
values they fought for will live on in all Canadgn

Together it is our duty to pass on the legacy aeepkthe
memories of our Canadian veterans alive. We owe those
who have served to learn, understand and apprecfaethose
who have served in Canada’s time of war, armedlicoraind
peace stand for, and why they have sacrificedhfeir tountry.

We owe a debt of gratitude to all of our veteramgdrry
their torch and to never forget. As thé"HHour on the 11 day

of the 11" month approaches, we stand in remembrance of

those men and women. We honour their memory areltgiem
the recognition that they so rightly deserve, apden forget
the costs of the freedom we enjoy today. We remenmios
only this week, but each and every day of our lidest we
forget.

In recognition of Media Literacy Week

Hon. Mr. Kent: | rise today on behalf of my govern-
ment colleagues as well as the Independent Menobbafuntut
Gwitchin to pay tribute to Media Literacy Week.

Media are powerful forces in the lives of our yaulihe
theme of this year's Media Literacy Week is “Priyddatters”,
shining a spotlight on the privacy, knowledge akilssthat
youth need for their on-line activities.

Our young people spend their time text messagimgiant
messaging, blogging, using Facebook, shopping @y eBsit-
ing chat rooms and managing personal websites. Hagg
mastered these new technologies effortlessly and send
their time multi-tasking through a complex mix obusd,
graphics, texts and images. They have become exaerhan-
aging, creating and distributing digital informatio

It is important that this expertise is accomparigdritical
thought about the trade-offs we all make on a dadgis be-
tween maintaining our privacy and gaining accessflarma-
tion services. The Department of Education’s tetbgn as-
sisted learning unit is coordinating a unit of teers, depart-
ment staff, and administrators to develop a diditafacy cur-
riculum for grades K through 12.

We recognize the importance of giving studentsttduds
they need to protect themselves and to think atlfiabout the

We as Canadians recognize the commitment made by omed'a they consume on a daily basis.

service men and women and their families. Alonghwitist
generations of veterans, they have made many isaeriin the
name of peace and freedom.

Veterans are ordinary men and women who do extraor
nary things when we need them the most. They stligehard-
ships, injustices and horrors of war, and many haaie the
ultimate price, all for our freedom. The freedoms enjoy
today in Canada are only a dream to many peoptleeirworld
who live in countries torn apart by violence. Caaiad/eterans
have ensured the protection of our country andptieenotion
of peace around the world.

Media Literacy Week educates students about thke o
giving out personal information on-line. It chaligs them to
consider and debate the importance of privacyiveldd other

geoncerns, such as security and access to on-limiess. It also
helps them understand the possible consequencesstihg
photos, personal information and messages.

In closing, today’'s easy access to web publishimgst
have made it both more challenging and more importa
ensure that Yukon students possess the skills detederotect
themselves when engaging with all forms of media.

| pay tribute this week in particular to encourdige inte-

As most people in Canada today have never experienc gration of media literacy into all Yukon schoolgnhes, and

war, remembrance can become a challenging conoceptar-
porate. Veterans know the price paid for our freesi@and they
want all Canadians to share in this understandiiipy are

communities.

Ms. Hanson: | rise on behalf of the Official Opposi-
tion to pay tribute to Media Literacy Week.
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The concept behind this week is to promote metkadcy
as a key in the education of young people. Today children
and youth are growing up in a hypermedia culturenththere
is the appearance that all actions, all statemeats,instantly
become viral and disseminated throughout the watd.must
walk cautiously in this world, which can seem likeconstant
state of surveillance, where fame is glorified andh glossed
over.

As the creators of Media Literacy Week said, “Torbe-
dia literate in this new environment, young peopded to de-
velop knowledge, values and a range of criticalkimg, com-
munication and information management skills”. Téhase the
skills essential to our democratic literacy as wafd we must
constantly hone these skills in order to be gotdeais.

The engaged citizen asks questions about governdeent
cisions. They ask who gains and who loses. Theytadiear
the rationale behind a decision. The engaged nitsserts that
all must have the information to make informed ckei and
that we must be more transparent and keep fewestsec

Media Literacy Week presents the challenge to ugoal
know that, through the media, we can be good ciizand we
can create good governments through offering oun bearts
and minds and our collective work as we engage with
neighbours.

Mr. Silver: | rise today on behalf of the Liberal cau-
cus to pay tribute to Media Literacy Week. Mediaetacy
Week was conceived in 2006 under the name “Natitedia
Education Week” to promote media literacy as a &empo-
nent in the education of our young people and tmerage the
integration and practice of media education in @@rahomes,
schools and communities.

This year’s theme, “Privacy Matters”, shines a Bglot on
the privacy, knowledge and skills that youth needtheir on-
line activities. Privacy does matter to youth asytivant their
skills to manage their personal information. Aseatucator, |
know how important it is to help them open theiegywnd use
their personal judgment to stay in control of thg@rsonal in-
formation and ultimately, their reputations.

Media Awareness Network — MNet — is a Canadian non-

profit media education organization that hosts dsite con-
taining hundreds of free lesson plans to help telchtegrate
media into the classrooms. MNet has also conductigginal
research on media issues and, most notably, tliy,Stoung
Canadiansin a Wired World.

In today's electronic society with Internet, Faceko
Twitter, YouTube, LinkedIn — and it goes on, Mr.eajxer —
our youth are immersed in media and these are foMierces
in their lives. We must provide the necessary t@old educa-
tion to help protect our youth.

We would like to thank and congratulate the maracte
ers, schools and organizations in promoting metkeaky and
awareness to our youth. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Speaker:  Introduction of visitors.

INTRODUCTION OF VISITORS

Speaker:  The Chair would like to introduce Sam John-
ston from Teslin. Not a stranger to this House, Seas an
MLA and the Speaker from 1985 to 1992. It's alwaypleas-
ure to have you here, sir.

Applause

Hon. Mr. Graham: I would like to introduce a couple
of folks who were former colleagues of mine at Yakoollege
and have since retired. Barb and Alex Pratt are heday as
they have been almost every day during this sesdibere
may be something to be said about retired peoplabdewer
things to do.

Applause

Mr. Silver: I'd like to rise and ask all members to
help me welcome a former Liberal MLA and a true toerto
me, Mr. Don Inverarity.

Applause

Speaker:  The Chair would also like to add that Mr. In-
verarity's son is currently serving in the Canadiarmed
Forces in the Navy. | believe he is still a leadsgaman, and
Don’s father was a World War Il veteran and receéieeDis-
tinguished Flying Cross, which a number of years laigad the
privilege of talking about at the Remembrance Dayises. |
said that if we consider our veterans to be henbesrecipient
of the Distinguished Flying Cross is a hero’s hero.

Applause

Speaker:
bling?

Are there any reports of committees?

Are there any petitions?

Are there any bills to be introduced?

Are there any notices of motion?

NOTICES OF MOTION

Ms. McLeod: | give notice of the following motion:
THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon te en
gage First Nations and renewable resource coutwiisple-
ment the recommendations set out in the 2¥WLkon Wolf
Conservation and Management Plan, which addresses con-
cerns over the management of wolves in Yukon thnamall-
scale, local approaches and respects roles idmhtifi the
Yukon land claims agreements.

Are there any returns or documents for ta-

Mr. Hassard: | give notice of the following motion:

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon to-co
tinue to work collaboratively with the Canadian deal, pro-
vincial and territorial governments through the @dian
Council of Ministers of the Environment to encowaan in-
dustry-led initiative that will reduce packaging @anada and
will include the following four specific commitmenby indus-
try:

(1) continuing to eliminate polyvinylchloride, neocom-
monly known as PVC, from rigid-plastic packaginy/®is a
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key contaminant in plastic recycling and its eliation will
improve recyclability and reduce waste to landfills

(2) developing a database on the current use dagatg
in Canada by 2014. These data will serve as a Inesdhfor
industry to set future targets, timelines and répgrrequire-
ments;

(3) developing a voluntary packaging design guideehl
on Eco-Enterprises, Quebec’s voluntary code aneratierna-
tional standards; and

(4) improving communications with the public on kag-
ing reduction.

Ms. Stick: | give notice of the following motion:

largely to an exam requirement that they cannosaeably
meet while also serving their patients.

My question: What has the minister done to evaldlaée
large sum of money used in doctor recruitment thagsn’t
seem to get results and can he confirm that theymmeeasures
outlined by him yesterday for doctor retention akguply to
international medical graduates?

Hon. Mr. Graham: I must point out first of all that
the Leader of the Official Opposition is incorréttone of her
assumptions and that was that the money being goote —
as she put it — physician recruitment is only bedtume for
recruitment; that's not accurate. That fundinglsdor reten-
tion of physicians and in fact, probably the vasfarty of the

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon tofunding goes toward retention of physicians.

make government business more open and transgmarent

(1) stopping its current attempt to amend Moeess to In-
formation and Protection of Privacy Act that would restrict
public access to information;

(2) proactively disclosing documents and publicoinia-
tion across government; and

(3) proposing amendments to tiecess to Information

We are all aware that there is a shortage of playsicfor
orphaned patients here in the Yukon and I'm pledsesgy that
since January seven new physicians have choseake their
home in the Yukon. We realize that isn't a largewgh num-
ber to service all of the patients in the territerywe’re well
aware of it. We're taking steps to address that.

At the present time, it seems as soon as we gewaphy-

and Protection of Privacy Act to increase access to information sician in the city their schedules fill up, angisomething that

while protecting privacy only after consulting withe public,
media organizations and information and privacyestg

Mr. Silver: I give notice of the following motion:

we’re trying to work to alleviate.

Ms. Hanson:
this issue. | don’t doubt his sincerity. Yet | doegtion whether
or not the leadership he is showing on this issuleeing sup-

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon te enported by the government. The doctor recruitmedtratention

sure a supervisor is in place in order to alloweiinational
medical graduates to practise in the Yukon whikeythre ob-
taining their Canadian certification.

I give notice of the following motion:

strategy isn’t working, and we’re losing trainedeimational
medical graduates already working as Yukon dodimnsrov-
inces where they are not forced to jump throughitexaidl
exam hoops. These international medical graduags hun-
dreds and sometime thousands of patients, andaheytheir

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon tth ca families are part of our community. We simply canafford to

Bill No. 49, Act to Amend the Oil and Gas Act, 2012, for de-
bate without delay.

| give notice of the following motion:

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon
award grade 12 excellence awards based upon 88rpearfcthe
final course mark to ensure that Yukon studentsnatepenal-
ized for the recent termination of standardizedhexa

Speaker: Is there a statement by a minister?
This then brings us to Question Period.

QUESTION PERIOD
Question re: Physician recruitment and retention

Ms. Hanson:
are without a family doctor. My office is contacteéveral
times a day by people who are worried about the aisheir
doctor. In 2006, the government announced a $12likom
physician recruitment fund. Since then, anothenion has
been poured in. Despite best intentions, thosesinvents in
recruitment don’t seem to be getting results.

At the same time, international medical graduatesady
practising in the territory are being forced ouhisTis due

It's no secret that too many Yukoners

lose them.

What will the minister do to fix the broken doctor-
recruitment system and ensure international medjaiuates
already practising in the territory aren’t forcad®

Hon. Mr. Graham: Once again, | have to correct the
Leader of the Official Opposition. We're not forgirnthese
physicians out of the territory. The way the systewrks is
quite simple: international medical graduates areerg a
special licence to work in the territory for a fiyear period.
Part of the requirement for that special licencetoisobtain
CCFP — the Canadian medical exam — during thatfear
periadll of the international medical graduatdso come to this
territory are aware of that requirement and we'ot doing
anything unusual.

The other point that the member opposite madeeig ¢an
move simply to another province and be fully quedifin their
positions. That is not correct. What's happeninth& once an
IMG — international medical graduate — spends fpears in
the territory they can then move to another jugsdin which
has the same rules as us and spend five yearsdbarg the
same thing — working under a special licence ambelgiting
to obtain their Canadian medical permit.

Ms. Hanson: | think we should note when that five-
year target came in, in 2006, the doctors who virengractice

| believe the minister does care about
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then were grandfathered in. Patients of internationedical
graduates feel their doctors are being pushed out.

When a patient of a doctor who has thousands aérgat
sees their doctor trying to study for exams, trelize that this
is an unfair barrier in place. These doctors hastaldished
lives here. They care for Yukoners by the thousakds re-
ceive five years of dedicated service from them #Hrah we
say goodbye.

I’'m not suggesting it will be easy, yet it's timerfthis
government to act. Will the minister work with Yukonedical
establishments to fix the situation that is drivingernational
medical graduates from the territory and build atdoreten-
tion plan that actually delivers results?

Hon. Mr. Graham:
knows that we are working very diligently to allate the prob-
lem. At the present time, we are looking at sevemlons to
keep the current international medical graduatékerterritory.
We would like to keep them here, but | don’t thimk& want to
see those people retained on the same basis aghvehathas
been up to this point. Up to this point, we — megnivhatever
government was in place — have allowed the fiva-yppecial
permit without any conditions placed on the dod¢toat least
make an effort to get the exam completed in that few years
or provide any kind of tutoring support or othepparts that
will ensure that these folks are able to get tlieence within
the five-year period.

We are looking at a number of things such as tad, |
think the government leader is working toward ausoh to
this problem, and | am sure he’ll be able to tsllall about it in
the next week or two.

Question re: Access to Information and Protection
of Privacy Act amendments

Ms. Stick: One of the stated purposes of #hess to
Information and Protection of Privacy Act is to make public
bodies more accountable to the public by giving plblic a
right of access to records.

By moving to close the door on access to inforamgtthis
government has launched an attack on the openndssublic
accountability of the ATIPP act, which is meant gimotect.
Vast amounts of information currently availabletib@ public
will soon be off-limits.

Will this government stop its attempt to limit pidohccess
to information and withdraw the proposed changeth&Ac-
cess to Information and Protection of Privacy Act?

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: | listened to the motion put for-
ward in this House earlier today, Mr. Speaker. Happy to
answer this. What we're doing is we’re making anmeadts to
the ATIPP act and these are sought to ensure lbahdt con-
tinues to operate in its original intent by allogipublic access
to government information and records with onlyafie and
limited exclusion. The changes will ensure that iG@abconfi-
dences are respected and the objective, candidypadivice to
ministers is available, so we can get that advitgs govern-
ment is committed to maintaining an accessibleteatsparent
government with only restricted access to inforomtiwhere
necessary, to protect an individual.

We talked to the Information and Privacy Commission
about this. He had some concerns and issues wessgdr with
him and — I'm going to say this over and over beealll be
asked again — we made amendments to the ATIPR 2609,
where we incorporated the Hospital Corporation, ofulCol-
lege and Yukon Energy Corporation. So access twrimdtion
was available for all our corporations. The govesgninis just
bringing this up to a middle-of-the-range standaitth the rest
of the jurisdictions in Canada.

Ms. Stick: By adding those corporations, they have
included them in this and make it more difficult finose re-
ports to be accessible to the public. The propateshges to
the ATIPP act will make the government less opeh taans-

| am sure the member opposite parent. This is contrary to what the Yukon Partynpaigned

on in the last election. We agree that ftoeess to Information
and Protection of Privacy Act needs to be updated; however,
those updates should increase access to informatida pro-
tecting personal privacy. Will the government cdhswith
members of the public, media organizations, andratiforma-
tion and privacy experts and reintroduce changekeATIPP
act to increase access to information insteadstficing it?

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: Attacking an act — well, like |
said earlier, these amendments are necessary tceethsit the
ATIPP act can operate as it is intended and allgnamd | say
again — allowing — public access to government rimfation
and records while respecting Cabinet confidengialit

If you look at some of the other jurisdictions imrada,
we're just bringing this up to the middle of thechaWe
looked at all other jurisdictions in Canada and tlias impor-
tant to this government, so the public could haiedccess to
information, but also we can protect some of thebizt
confidentialities to the ministers. I’'m going todgesaying that.
Thanks for the question from the member opposite.

Ms. Stick: | didn’t know we were attempting to be the
middle of the pack. We should be trying to achiaye of the
pack — to lead. That's what this Yukon governmenthie past
has been able to do.

A healthy democracy requires open access to govarhm
information. Media organizations need this inforimiatto ac-
curately inform the public debate. Most importanthe people
who elect a government and to whom the governneendti-
mately responsible and accountable need this irdthom so
they can determine if the government is actingheirt best
interests.

Again, will this government stop its plan to restgpublic
access to information, go back to the drawing boeacsult
widely and propose a bill to increase informatiostéad of
restricting it?

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: As | said, the proposed amend-
ments support the government’s intent to contirugrovide
the public with access to Yukon government infotioratwvith-
out compromising the established principles of @abiconfi-
dentiality or restricting the ability of the mingst to receive
full and frank policy advice from public servants.

These amendments exclude briefing books prepared fo
legislative sessions and new ministers. This isoatnidentical
to Alberta and Newfoundland and Labrador. When sofrtee
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jurisdictions incorporated their access to inforioratact, they
put this in already from the start. As | said, we jast going to
the middle of the pack — or maybe “in line” is atbeterm —
with other jurisdictions in Canada.

Question re:  Dawson City waste-water facility

Mr. Silver: I will keep the Minister of Highways and
Public Works on his feet. We are going to changettipic to
Dawson waste-water treatment facility and the distreating
project. According to the government’s website, ¢hst of this
project was forecast to be $25 million. Budget doeunts re-
leased this spring put the cost at $34.2 milliond@et docu-
ments tabled last week contained another $1 milfanthis
project.

It appears this project is roughly $10 million oweiginal
budget estimates. We have been experiencing a lish@f
major projects that have gone overbudget in thé ye=ar here
in the Yukon. Can the minister tell Yukoners whia¢ ffinal
cost is for this project?

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: Yes, | can, Mr. Speaker. The fi-
nal cost of this project is $29,556,000, which, it add, is
0.4 percent over the budgeted $29,436,000. Alludmghe
question that was asked in the House the othermbawyt con-
tracting, this is one of the projects that we'vefbenanaging
quite well. We've seconded people, making sure waeehthe
right people in place so this project does comerirtime and
on budget, and that it is what the residents of &aware after.

Mr. Silver:
from the fact that this project is millions of dmié overbudget
for construction — when you do include the distfeating
project as well — there were also concerns abautahg-term
cost of operating the new facility. According tecetiCity of
Dawson, estimates to operate the facility contittugrow and
seem to be far higher than the original figured thare given
to the town. There is no way that the City of Dawsan carry
these costs alone.

A spokesperson for the minister said, “We’re noingado
leave them on their own to flounder with this thifgovern-
ment has always been prepared to help them aitis ifeeded.
But first we have to get a realistic picture of wWhkayoing on,
what those costs are, what rate payers are curreatfing,
etc.”

What level of support is the government preparegrts
vide Dawson so that they can actually operaterthig facility?

Hon. Mr. Istchenko:
the word “flounder”. That's something from the easist, |
would believe. | spoke to this in the House laitdad proba-
bly last spring — over and over. The governmembisimitted.
We just signed substantial completion on the ptojei&e I've
said in this House before, we’re committed. We'i@king and
we're paying for the first year of O&M on that faty, taking
into consideration that we have the district hedtich is part
of this process, which will bring costs down. Aetand of the
day, once this year is up, we're going to sit dowith the new
mayor and council in Dawson City and discuss codtts them
and make sure that the costs for their waste @&rsame as all
other Yukoners for their waste when it comes toigat the
tax level.

| appreciate the minister’'s response. Aside

Mr. Silver: As I'm finding out, there are flounders
from coast to coast to coast.

Another outstanding issue related to this proje¢he fact
that many people in Dawson have not been paid lsecafia
dispute with the outside contractor who oversawpttogect. As
recently as a few weeks ago, the government wHswstin-
holding money for the contractor until this dispwas settled
and local residents had been paid out.

One of the main benefits to the community from {brie-
ject was the wages that were supposed to be paitietse
workers. Can the minister tell Yukoners whethes ttispute
has been resolved, and if not, what is the govenhrdeing to
ensure that Yukoners get paid by this outside ectdr?

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: A little bit of a fishy question
here. When it comes to contracting, we hold thereaior and
the subcontractors — we don't get into the disputéwveen
contractors and subcontractors. Through our contliaectives
in the contract, we hold the funds until the digpbetween a
contractor and subcontractor is resolved, and therransfer
the money. That way we don’'t pay a subcontractoerwthe
contractor is fighting with them or vice versa.def for the
people who are looking to get paid, but it's thghtithing to do
and it's written into the contracts. This is onedaxample of
issues with contracts that have gone right. | thi@sekmember
opposite for the question.

Question re:  Street lights

Mr. Barr: With daylight savings time, it's dark when
most of us are done work and heading home, andwfke it
will continue to get darker until after the solstidespite the
obvious fact that proper street lighting in our counmities and
on our highways is important for public safety,rthare many
locations where street lights are out or are flitige | have
received calls about inadequate or non-functiomimnget lights
in many communities.

What is the government’s plan to ensure every conityiu
and key sections of our highways are properly ilhated for
public safety?

Hon. Mr. Cathers: | appreciate the concern coming
from the Member for Mount Lorne-Southern Lakeshihk he
misunderstands the structure that is at play. & bokon we
have two utilities that provide electrical serviee Yukon En-
ergy Corporation and Yukon Electrical. They arecirarge of
their respective maintenance. They are also regpilay the

| see that the department usedYukon Utilities Board. As a government we don’t ddaectly

with replacing the light bulbs when they go outtH& member
has a concern, I'd encourage him to either refévintself or
have constituents contact either of the utilitiegass it on to
my office and we can forward it on to the utility lmand, but
we don’t deal with replacing burnt-out light bulbs.

Mr. Barr: Exactly what I'm doing; however, | was in-
formed at a briefing, | believe by the Deputy Mteisof High-
ways and Public Works, that it is a combination fof, high-
ways, the responsibility of the Minister of Highveagnd Public
Works, and for communities, the Minister of Commnyrer-
vices. Maybe the last minister to speak could chaskinfor-
mation.
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In the Village of Carcross and in the Watson Riv@&hno-
outla and Natasaheeni subdivisions, there are r2gtslights
not working, including around school bus stops. Tigkts in
Natasaheeni have been out since last winter. Tadaynstitu-
ent told me that the lights at the intersectiontlod Alaska
Highway and Doehle Drive at Judas Creek has beérfoou
three weeks. The people of Stewart Crossing hawvg keen
calling for government to do something.

Will the government fix this problem without delay?

Hon. Mr. Cathers: As | explained in my previous re-
sponse to the member, the utilities themselves déhl the
maintenance in changing the light bulbs. If the rhemhas a
concern, as the concerns he has just outlined, duamthat the
two utility companies are listening.

We can ensure that copies Bfnsard are provided to
them with the areas the member has identified. dlédcalso
certainly identify his concern in a letter to met@ithe Minister
of Highways and Public Works about areas where dlie\es
there is a safety issue, and we can certainly thfr

The government doesn’t go out and deal with reptathe
burnt-out bulbs on street lights. That's done bykdfu Energy
Corporation staff and by Yukon Electrical Companiynited
staff. We don’t get out there and certainly ministdon’t di-
rectly get out on a stepladder to change the bgitts.

Question re:

Ms. White:
ran a consultation on a Yukon species at risk actfive
months in 2007 and 2008, and they continued tlosg®s in a
working group with First Nation governments for asiditional
year. This process resulted in draft legislationepted by all
involved. Ironically, this Yukon Party governmerashnow let
this cooperative legislation fall by the waysider. dpeaker, if
the previous Yukon Party government believed thatas im-
portant enough to consult twice in nine years dhtgo as far
as drafting legislation for the Yukon to activelycally manage
species at risk, then why did this current goveminiet this
important legislation disappear into some long-&tgn filing
cabinet?

Hon. Mr. Dixon: Mr. Speaker, we are actively en-
gaged in the national assessment process. Whemmie<s to
protection of species at risk in the territory,rthare a number
of forums and tools that we use. One of them, of®®, is the
Committee on the Status of Endangered Wildlife an&da for
species that occur in Yukon. It's the opinion aétgovernment
that species at risk in the territory are well-pated currently,
and we're working consistently with our counterpasat the
federal level and monitoring species at risk legieh imple-
mentation in other jurisdictions to determine wieetbr not it's
an appropriate tool for us to use.

We'll continue to do that, and | applaud the Depamt of
Environment on the work they have done to date.

Ms. White: The federal government, in its first omni-
bus bill this year, began the process of wateriogrdthe fed-
eral Species at Risk Act. Now, the federal government is pro-
ceeding with amendments that would allow the fdd®raister
to override environmental protections for speciesgsk in the
name of industrial resource projects and, of cquteeminister

Species at risk legislation

opposite said earlier this year that all is goodton species at
risk front and that we don’t need a law; we cay m Ottawa.
With Ottawa clearly withdrawing from species atkrigrotec-
tion, when can we expect this government to stepng pro-
tect Yukon species at risk with our own laws?

Hon. Mr. Dixon: Well, we are protecting Yukon spe-
cies at risk, and we’re doing that in a number afysv As |
indicated, we participate in a number of federaufes and
processes for identification and protection of sgeat risk in
the territory. Of course, management plans are ldped for
specific species. The Yukon government is consudiedl par-
ticipates in the development of those, and mosiacdy the
implementation of them. When it comes to a rangspafties
that are currently identified by COSEWIC — the coittee |
mentioned earlier — the Yukon government is qu&kdt, and
works very well with the federal government whegadmes to
delivering on those management plans and protespiegies at
risk for Yukoners.

Question re:  Hydraulic fracturing

Mr. Tredger: Yukon’s medical officer of health
commented this morning on the chief medical offiadr
health’s recommendations concerning shale gas aj@velnt in
New Brunswick. The New Brunswick report assessdéniial
health and social issues related to fracking im phavince and
how the government should prevent and mitigate reegative

The previous Yukon Party government health impacts with the development of a shale igdsstry.

The New Brunswick chief medical officer also sdiithealth
impact assessments and other actions should bectadwell
in advance of fracking.

Does the Minister of Health and Social Servicegagpvith
the medical officers of New Brunswick and Yukon tthihe
health impact assessment should be conducted nvathiance
of fracking?

Hon. Mr. Cathers: I'd like to remind the member, as
| have on a number of occasions in the past — teelner
seems to have it in his head, or seems to preBerddsertion
that somehow, someone is about to go out therelarfydrau-
lic fracturing. That is not the case.

As we have heard, the earliest that any companyldvou
apply to, or even consider applying to do that tgpactivity is
years down the road. | would again point out thabugh the
YESAA process there is assessment of any actiuitigsoccur
prior to a permit being issued.

The government’'s expectation of our officials iatfhuntil
and unless we are fully confident that the envirentrand hu-
man health and safety can be fully and adequatekegted, no
permit or licence should be issued.

I would remind the member for the first time thiahé had
read the reports coming out of New Brunswick, heidsee
that, in fact, New Brunswick recommended againstcaato-
rium on hydraulic fracturing, which the member Hhasen
standing up here repeatedly demanding.

Mr. Tredger: The New Brunswick report states, “Par-
ticipation of local communities and governmentd wé key to
ensuring that the most informed decisions aboutrptey and
mitigation can be put in place.” The government baisl that
they wish to operate under the highest standardswhcomes
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to developing Yukon'’s oil and gas resources. Yuksneant to
ensure that economic prosperity is balanced wighptiotection
of human health and the environment.

Will the Minister of Health and Social Services aoihto
a full and rigorous scientific and public review fodcking in
the territory, including a health impact assessnieriore any
fracking is allowed in the Yukon?

Hon. Mr. Cathers:
previous response, the member likes to try to phiatpicture
that hydraulic fracturing is something imminent amnething
to be feared.

I would point out to the member that — aside frdrma tact
that many Canadian jurisdictions have the actigtgurring
and that jurisdictions such as New Brunswick hasteinined
that they believe, subject to the right standaitdsan occur. In
the Yukon, this is something that is not an immin@mspect.
Again, as | pointed out to the member, our expastaton any
activities, including all oil and gas activities ahd in fact,
anything regulated by the Yukon government — ig thfé-

cials will do their utmost to ensure that until andess they are

fully confident that human health and safety anel ¢mviron-

ment can be fully protected by the terms of angrae or per-

mit, they should not issue that licence or permit.

We have confidence in the work that staff does.ould
remind the member that, in fact, the YESAA procebs
Yukon Water Board process and other reviews in soases
do apply to these matters. All are focused on e@mguindeed,
that standard is met to ensure human health aetysafd the
environment can be fully protected.

Mr. Tredger:
that is jurisdictions across Canada, industry améoYiers all
want to become involved before fracking begins. tTiakes
time and it's incumbent upon this government to ibetpe
process now. The NDP’s position is clear: We beligv eco-
nomic prosperity balanced with protection of hurhaalth and
the environment.

We believe it is in the public interest to haveuth &nd rig-
orous scientific review and public consultationtlire territory
before any fracking is allowed in the Yukon.

Again, will the Minister of Health and Social Seres
commit to a health impact assessment before amkifra is
allowed in the Yukon?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski:
omy is there for everybody to witness. Certainhg tast NDP

What | saw was these organizations coming togeter
talk about outcomes versus processes.

This government wants to see that we can use Yu&on
sources for Yukon energy. While we do that, we wargnsure
that we maintain that quality of our water and wet@ct our
environment. | am looking forward to meeting wittetYukon
Conservation Society and Northern Cross, Yukon -miog

As | reminded the member in my together to find out why they've made these recomma#@ons

— and | am looking forward to next steps after thateting.

Speaker: The time for Question Period has now
elapsed. We will proceed to Orders of the Day.

Notice of opposition private members' business

Mr. Elias: Pursuant to Standing Order 14.2(3), | would
like to identify the item standing in the name diet
Independent member to be called on Wednesday, Noseih
2012. It is Motion No. 252, standing in the name tbé
Member for Vuntut Gwitchin.

Ms. Stick: Pursuant to Standing Order 14.2(3), |
would like to identify the item standing in the namf the Of-
ficial Opposition to be called on Wednesday, Novemig,
2012. It is Motion No. 275, standing in the namela Mem-
ber for Mayo-Tatchun.

Mr. Silver: Pursuant to Standing Order 14.2(3), |
would like to identify the items standing in themma of the
Third Party to be called Wednesday, November 7220hey

Mr. Speaker, one thing is very clear and@re Moation No. 249 and Motion No. 251, standingha name

of the Member for Klondike.

ORDERS OF THE DAY

GOVERNMENT BILLS
Bill No. 7: Second Appropriation Act, 2012-13 —
Second Reading — adjourned debate

Clerk: Second reading, Bill No. 7, standing in the
name of the Hon. Mr. Pasloski; adjourned debatHbn. Mr.
Dixon.

Hon. Mr. Dixon: It's a pleasure to rise and speak to

The NDP’s record on the econ- this bill once again. Yesterday, when | ended myments, |

was discussing some of the implications for thiddmt bill for

government showed us thousands of Yukon people mgovi both of my departments. | do have a number of atberments

away — a mass exodus. They didn’t create any jbhere was

| wanted to make about some of the work and impboa that

huge unemployment. We know what the NDP do whey theare in this budget bill for my departments. Befbro that, |

get into power when it comes to the economy.

It was only recently that | received a letter thatas really
quite excited about when | got it, because | opanethis en-
velope and | saw two different logos on the santierdeead.
One was the logo for Northern Cross; the other aviagio from
the Yukon Conservation Society. Here | had a Idten both
of these organizations who, one might argue, areiftarent
ends of the spectrum when it comes to resourcda@vent in
the Yukon.

want to address a number of comments that were inatliés
House yesterday on second reading of this bill. Somere
made rather insightfully and constructively by mems) and
some, of course, were not.

There were a number of cases where members from the

NDP offered some constructive comments about whay t
didn’t see or what they did see in the budget Billt what was
most disappointing were the comments from the Menfite
Klondike. He made a number of — first of all, itformed and
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ill-conceived — but also took the liberty of dispging offi-
cials in this government, which | want to take essvith today.

| have a copy of the Blues here so | would likgusst re-
mind the members of some of the comments that werge.
The member, of course, noted that in referencd¢odieputy
ministers’ shuffle that occurred a few months agdahe-Mem-
ber for Klondike mentioned that “...if the governmemad
simply admitted that it was unhappy with the wofkooe or
two of its deputy ministers and actually let them”dgSo here,
Mr. Speaker, we see he is advocating the firingféi€ials. It
said, “Instead, the government decided to shuffe groblem
around...” I'm not sure which deputy ministers hespgeaking
of in terms of being “problems” or suggesting whgtould be
fired. But | have to take issue with that.

Now | could go on and talk and explain to the mendge
posite that deputy minister shuffles are quite gular thing,
that they occur at the federal and provincial Iswliroughout
this country and that they happen from time to tbmesnsure
that deputy ministers provide the leadership amtgs direc-
tion alongside the minister to their departmentsshuffles
occur to ensure that there’s a diversity and thatérship is
applied throughout the corporation of government.

That corporate understanding of what’s going odiffer-
ent departments is an important aspect of goodngfrespon-
sible government. When officials from the departtreave the
chance to visit other departments and provide leshie in
those departments, they offer new perspectivesofted give
the new department a renewed sense of purposeir@atiah. |
could go on at length about how normal and actiuelyortant
deputy minister shuffles are and how regular they, aut |
think we’ll leave that for now.

What was disappointing, though, about the member’'s

comments was that he was so disparaging towardfflugals
who don’t have the opportunity to come into thisude and
defend themselves. When we get elected, we expattour
positions and our policies as presented to thissdowill be
debated and will be disagreed with and perhaps asiited
and slighted by other members of this House. Trsatfeething
we accept when we get elected and we sign up thislgob.

Officials, however, don't deserve that sort of treant.
They aren’t presented to this House and put fonirafdont of
the people to have their jobs scrutinized as such.

If the Member for Klondike has a problem with mengis-

ister, with any of the policies or actions I've @mthken as min-

ister, he’s fully within his right to attack me ata raise con-
cerns and ask questions about my work. He canhsdiyabout
the Premier — about anyone in this government —offfidials
who work on behalf of Yukoners don’t have the oppoity to
defend themselves in this House and should natddted and
should not be denigrated in this House —

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

Point of order
Speaker:
order.
Mr. Elias:
another member of this Assembly has been rulecbbotder
previously and | think that under Standing Ordefg)l9t im-

putes a false or unavowed motive to another mendspe-
cially to the Member for Klondike.

Speaker:  The Minister of Environment, on the point of
order.

Hon. Mr. Dixon: On the point of order, it's an “in-
sult”, not “assault” of course, but | do believéstis a dispute
between members.

Speaker’s ruling

Speaker: The actual pronunciation of the word — |
have to agree there is no point of order. The wdrdard was
“insult”.

Minister of Environment.

Hon. Mr. Dixon: Regardless of the terminology or
verbiage we associated with it, no member of tHaipservice
deserves to have put on the public record in thisidd that
they should be fired. | think, at the very least, Bpeaker, the
Member for Klondike owes a sincere apology to eachl
every deputy minister in this government, and | ldogncour-
age him to do so at the departmental briefings thatsure
he’ll participate in. | know he didn’t have a charto attend the
one this morning for Economic Development, but Isure
that's indicative of the value he places on EcommoBévelop-
ment.

A few other comments that the member made yesterday

were particularly disappointing to me. They wersagipoint-
ing, not because they were a disagreement thatd With the
member about the direction of government or angHike
that; it's because they were simply ill-informed daril-
conceived.

| would suggest that the research that the Member f
Klondike does about issues in this House shouldatétle
more thought out and perhaps a little better —eqériankly,
Mr. Speaker, they should be better.

One of the issues | had was with his discussioimwdst-
ment attraction. He mentioned, | believe — Mr. Keeaif |
may return to the Blues — that we have had an inatd focus
on China, apparently, “...to the exclusion of...Canatte
United States and Europe.”

The Member for Klondike then pointed out that inttys
for instance —

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

Hon. Mr. Dixon: Of course, he noted that industry
has been leading the way through institutions tte Yukon
Gold Mining Alliance that is visiting not only Eupe, but
North America. | would have to point out for the mmger that
Yukon government is a member of the Yukon Gold Kni
Alliance. We created it; we fund it, and every tirtey go
somewhere, we have a representative from governedeng-
side them. It's not always the minister — it usyadl. Ministe-
rial schedules, of course, don't permit us to goadinof the
trips with the YGMA, but we do, of course, when sibte,

Member for Vuntut Gwitchin, on a point of provide Cabinet-level support to that group whengeeout to

attract investment to the territory. My first trqutside of the

| believe the use of the word “assault” to territory’s borders for the —
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Speaker’s statement

Speaker:
comments to the debate at hand about the appriopriatt. |
know that the Member for Klondike did open it upig but I'd
like the minister to tie it back to the debate adh

Hon. Mr. Dixon: Okay, | guess | should comment
that a number of the funds in the budget this yweare, of
course, for the purpose of investment attractioth@territory,
and | would like to speak a little bit about Yukgavernment’s
initiatives with regard to that.

As | said before, we participate with the Yukon &din-
ing Alliance through a number of ways. | have beerrected
— | should say we did not create the YGMA; we siynglip-
port them. So | was incorrect earlier when | shidt twe cre-
ated it. We didn't create it; we simply supportlitwas created,
of course, by industry with support from the depemt. As |
said earlier, my first trip outside of the terrigar borders for
the purpose of investment attraction was to thaddn&tates; |
visited with the YGMA, side by side, and went tawmber of
financial hubs in the United States. My next trigside of the
territory’s borders for the purpose of investmetttagtion was
to Europe. So | think we have a case where the raeiuist
hasn’t done his research or is just throwing staaras$ seeing
what breaks.

The activities of the Yukon Gold Mining Alliance eaa
great example of an innovative approach to atmgcthvest-
ment to the territory. As | said yesterday, | wambring a little
bit of context to the debate on this budget.

and to develop and maintain a sustainable and ditiape

Order please. | ask the member to limit hisYukon economy to enrich the quality of life of Allikoners.

The final point, of course, is to forge, maintamdaxpand
partnerships with First Nations in the economicadlepment of
Yukon. Mr. Speaker, you see in this budget a nurobénings
that will help us do that. As | said, when it conteshe devel-
opment of our economy, there are a number of glfiraks at
play as well. If | could turn back very briefly the American
election that is going on today, | would like téktabout a few
of the implications that may have for Yukon.

As | said, there are two individuals running foegident
who are very divergent on a humber of policy issnefiding
economic issues. One, of course, is the currersigest, Mr.
Obama, with the Federal Reserve chairman, Mr. Béma
who has undertaken a number of processes of qaiiwrditeas-
ing.

Seeing my time, I'm going to change direction #dibit
because there were a few things | did want to nsake | get
on the record outside of the global economy. | gfiift gears
and say, very quickly, that Yukon is in a fairlyatlenging
situation currently with regard to investment atti@n. It is a
difficult market out there for those bringing prcig forward in
the territory to attract capital to the Yukon, wiitthink fur-
ther highlights the need for us in the Yukon goweent to
work with industry to continue to attract capitalthe territory.

With regard to the environment, though, there areia-
ber of comments | wanted to make about this bubijethat is
before the House. As | said yesterday, it doesudel$500,000
for adaptation projects, which | think are very onant. Cli-

Some of the comments about where the global ecori®smy mate change is a reality in the territory and tgkaffective

currently, where it is nationally, and where theitery fits into
that picture, | think are relevant, both to thisalission as well
as the budget before the House today.

The global economy is in a state right now of a é&anount
of uncertainty. In the United States we are seeirfgirly big
potential for a change in direction there. Therefsourse, an
election going on today between two very polarizedividu-
als. There is a lot of uncertainty coming out ofasurrently in
the sense that China is in the midst of a chandeaafership as
well. We certainly can’t characterize that as acibn, but it
is a change in leadership of sorts.

The uncertainty associated with the global econdray
ramifications and, of course, implications for Yukas well. In
the world economy, economic output has been slaggisad-
vanced economies, but relatively solid in many ejimgr mar-
kets. One of those emerging markets, of coursghisa.

Another one is India. The Prime Minister is leadagade
delegation to India this week. In its October ookiothe IMF
noted that Europe remains the most obvious thiealdbal
growth and the U.S.A., with their sort of widelwdrgent fig-
ures in their current election, could spell sonteresting rami-
fications for the global economy. In the suppleragnbudget
today that is before the House, | would note thapage 4-3,
the role of the Department of Economic Developmrismut-
lined there. That is, of course, to pursue econamit@tives
with the shared vision of prosperity, partnershipginovation

action to deal with that is an important focustaf Department
of Environment.

The reason this is in the supplementary budgeecailse
it is funding from the federal government througle Depart-
ment of Aboriginal Affairs and Northern Developmefhere
are nine projects that are funded and I'm surenBe a chance
in Committee of the Whole to go through some ofkthero-
jects. But essentially, if | may sum them up, tlaeg all look-
ing at the effects of climate change in the Yukad Aow they
affect our way of life and our infrastructure hénethe terri-
tory.

Another small change in this bill relates to thek¥u
Wildlife Preserve. | did want to make a quick conmnabout
that. As | said, we can get into the details oft ttlange in
Committee of the Whole, but at the high level | \blike to
congratulate the Yukon Wildlife Preserve for the&cent
achievement — that is, having been granted fultreaditation
by the Canadian Association of Zoos and Aquariunmgould
note that they were given full accreditation withamy condi-
tions, which | understand is quite unique and uaudar a
first-time organization to receive accreditationtheut any
special conditions. | think it's indicative of tiggeat work done
by the board at the Yukon Wildlife Preserve and stedf at
that institution. They do a phenomenal amount ofkwand
really the benefit is to Yukoners and to Yukon'sieonment.

I would also note that they recently achieved tlsaivall
employee certificate of recognition — SECOR — tlglouhe
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Northern Safety Network. They received a 92 percentheir
inspection and were told that this is the higheatkmever pro-
vided by that particular inspector. So I'd like ¢ongratulate
the Yukon Wildlife Preserve for a job well done thhan their
accreditation from CAZA and their commitment to thealth
and safety of their employees.

The final point I'd like to make with regard to tiDepart-
ment of Environment was a sincere congratulations thank
you to our conservation officers this year. Thisryavas an
incredibly difficult year for conservation officersvho dealt
with an inordinately high number of human-bear tiontases.
There were a number of cases throughout the teyritas
members will be fully aware. Anyone from Whitehoks®ws
that there was a significant issue with bears intéfiorse this
year, and | have to say, as much as I'd like toroemt on that
issue and some of the things that we as Yukonesd teedo, |
did want to take the time to recognize the tremesdachieve-
ment of conservation officers and the very goodknbat they
did this year.

In many cases they worked 24 hours a day. In s@resc
they were available in the middle of the night. ¥heceived
calls from concerned Yukoners at various timeshefday and
week, regardless of whether they were at work dr amad
they've responded in every case that I've ever dhedrwith
wonderful professionalism.

So | must say | commend the work done by the ceaser
tion officers this year in a very challenging cimtstance and |
would like to report that despite this incredibigth amount of
bear activity in the territory this year, there wero safety is-
sues with the bears in terms of actual attackseaths$. That's
something that we need to recognize and thank ¢neerva-
tion officers for their good work. So | commendstlill to the
House and look forward to hearing from other memladrout
this bill.

Ms. McLeod: I'm pleased to have this opportunity to
speak to theupplementary Estimates No. 1 bill. It's always a
pleasure to rise and speak to budget documentsth&asi
Yukon has had quite a busy time of it this yearhwicord-
setting floods and road washouts. We were thorgught off
from the rest of Canada in every direction at drmeetor an-
other. Through all of that, | was so proud of treople who
live in the Watson Lake riding and how they rosdte chal-
lenges to make the stranded visitors a little namenfortable
with the situation that they found themselves int Bat’s just
second nature to our residents and business owxiitors
were offered food, lodging and other facilities ttwe munici-
pality, by business and by individuals who foundeatra room
in their homes.

I'd like to thank the various Yukon government depa
ments that helped to manage the immediate thrbatsespe-
cially the Yukon Housing Corporation, Community B8ees,
and Highways and Public Works. One of the most thegek-
ing stories is, of course, about the homeowners lebbtheir
house and home in the floodwaters of the Liard Rikerson-
ally, I can’t know what those people went throught | can
guess. Our thanks go out to the Yukon Housing Gaitm

and the constant support of the minister, who extstirat those
homeowners were made a high priority for resettignand
compensation, and this work continues.

It's a wise government that makes the hard decisiate-
clare an area a “flood zone”, thereby ensuring tivats will
never again be affected by the devastation ingtes.

| would also like to thank the great efforts and #peedy
work of the Highways and Public Works departmethie Torce
of the water that washed out the Alaska Highway wa®-
some. Travel was allowed after only four days dredelivery
of goods to Whitehorse and other Yukon communities
sumed.

| fully support the programs offered by Yukon Hagi
Corporation. The programs that will move some Yusrinto
home ownership are especially welcome. The newlg- co
structed, 12-unit seniors residence in Watson liakeow full
and, aside from some minor issues, the resideatsagpy with
their new home.

The ongoing support of this government in the ugigg
of the Robert Campbell Highway over the years hesebited
travellers and business and aided in some muchedegelvel-
opment for southeast Yukon.

Major infrastructure, such as repair and mainteaariche
Upper Liard bridge, is surely indicative of thisvgonment'’s
attention to the needs of Yukoners and all seatbtbe econ-
omy.

| heard in this House yesterday that this goverrsetoo
concerned about the bottom line. Well, the bottora matters
in my house, and I'm pretty sure it matters to mh&ority of
Yukoners. Most of Yukon is enjoying the benefitsaofjood
economy, and this is the time to bank some of thabey in
the event of a downturn in the territorial econosaythat gov-
ernment is fiscally able to do some strategic spend also
heard that this government isn’t spending enougmemao
find and retain doctors. Well, | certainly wishribs were that
simple — that money could fix our current shortagjee fact
is, doctors wanting to come to the Yukon and warkour
communities are hard to find, and we are competith the
rest of Canada for each one. But we're workingesotve our
shortage, and | thank the Department of Health@owal Ser-
vices for making this a priority.

This budget contains money to start the work ofa@pg
water and sewer infrastructure in Watson Lake, eardainly,
to date, that work has been partially completedpplaud the
minister and her department for working with thenigipality
to see the start of this important work and goiogvard to
funding the balance of the rest of the infrastreestiWould |
like my community to see everything we want, whes want
it, and have Yukon taxpayers pay for it? Of couraeuld. But
we have to recognize that we're not the only comityun the
Yukon with wants and needs. Thank you.

Mr. Elias: Again, it's a pleasure to rise to engage in
debate on the second reading of Supplementary Estimates
No. 1, 2012-13. | have listened to all of the comments and de-
bates over the last day and a bit here and, | radstit, it's
quite tantalizing.
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| look forward to getting into general debate inn@oittee
and going into line by line because we do haveea dith the
Office of the Ombudsman, 11 different departmerite
Women'’s Directorate and two corporations in debate.

I do, however, want to focus on some of the piiesit
within my riding as they relate to the budget withgard to
Education, Highways and Public Works, Communityvisss,
Department of Finance and ECO.

| want to begin with a heartfelt mahsi’ cho to frepple of
Old Crow for their incredible support, as always récognize
their hard work because, no matter what the issuesncerns
are, my constituents are always there participatsajving
problems, and getting the job done from start misfi. I'm so
honoured to represent and serve such a wonderfuéagaged
riding in my second term here in the Assembly.

On behalf of my constituents, | want to thank my-co
leagues on the government side of this Legislatoreecog-
nizing the importance of the priorities | speak @b this
House because it's my constituents who bear theemprences
of our public government’s actions and inactionsrg\day.

| say this with respect to my colleagues on theegoment
side of the floor. | appreciate the effort they dafforded me
in terms of their time, listening to my prioritie$ the commu-
nity of Old Crow and seeking my thoughts on vari@sses in
north Yukon.

| also want to thank my colleagues on this sidethaf
House, in the opposition, for their support wheask for it. It
is my hope that this cooperative dialogue will aja/de avail-
able and will continue.

Many great Yukoners have left us this past yeat their
legacies remain. In my riding, Mr. Alfred Charliexca Ms.
Sharon Keaton will be sorely missed by their frignthmily
and colleagues in our community.

If history has taught us anything, it is that wé rmbve
forward by moving beyond the positions that havéd hes
back. That is the essence of a responsible govetrsneffort
to building lasting relationships with its commued and First
Nation governments. It aspires to a brighter fufioreall Yuk-
oners, built on self-reliance and self-determinatiand based
on mutual respect.

In our community of Old Crow, 95 percent of the plap
tion is of Vuntut Gwitchin ancestry and the residgovern-
ment has a signed treaty and self-government agneena
signed intergovernmental accord, a signed capltal,pand a
signed integrated community sustainability plart d&ls on us
to close the gaps that exist in health, housingation, sports
and recreation and economic opportunity.

goals. It is to create and maintain a sustaindidalthy and
vibrant community that provides a safe, supporveiron-
ment in which to live and work that is consisteiittwthe ethics
of caring for our water, land and wildlife. We seekat all
other Yukon communities seek: simply the same pnogrand
services as everyone else, some of which are teflda the
supplementary budget we speak of today, and sonvehimh
are not. Part of my job as a representative for Wuatut
Gwitchin riding is to ensure that their prioritibecome priori-
ties at the Cabinet table and are representeddagduoal line
items in the budget of this government.

Our community values the empowerment of our petple
contribute to a strong, healthy community. We vadllghat is
living and strive to create a balance in our intBoms between
them. We value our children and youth and are cdtathito
providing a safe and healthy environment where tizgylearn,
play and be confident, healthy leaders of tomorré¥e value
our traditional language, culture, spirituality atte teachings
of our elders. We value accountable and transpayewern-
ance, which is essential to building trust and Whéacourages
participation and allows our community members taer-
stand how decisions are made at the local, teaitand fed-
eral levels.

| say the following with a smile on my face fblansard
— and I'm going to take this opportunity to mentissmething
— and it does relate to tourism and culture in tarritory,
which is represented in the budget. Representafiaes the
Lonely Planet travel guide must have visited ounownity of
Old Crow, travelled the Dempster Highway this fahd ex-
perienced the spine-tingling beauty and picturedgndscape,
because the Yukon is now ranked fourth in the woflgdlaces
to visit.

| see a few eyebrows lifting, especially from thervber
for Kluane and the Member for Mayo-Tatchun, uanely
Planet said of the Yukon, and | quote: “This vast andhlgi
populated wilderness has a grandeur and beautyc#mabnly
be properly appreciated in person.” | agree whaeieely, and
of course our entire territory and each region eadh riding
has its own special and unique qualities, and hkthhat's
something we can all be proud of.

Speaking of the Dempster Highway, | did travel te t
Dempster Highway this fall with Chief Joe Linklater and we
spent a few days travelling the highway. With reigar High-
ways and Public Works, | would like to say to thimister that
this is probably the best condition I've ever sé®m Dempster
Highway in the years I've been traveling it. Thaygu so much
to the minister for his great leadership — and weeatognize

Our community of Old Crow considered these signedhe investments in the budget today — and alstded dedi-

documents with the public government as partnesskipd
plans to proceed into the future, and working tbgetwhere
we are able to open new doors for progress. Newoappes,
forward-thinking and a new commitment to long-teresults
are demanded within them. Each of my fellow parkatarians
in this House has great goals for their ridingss tarritory and
our country.

Our community of Old Crow has a vision, one thdlies
our traditional values, sustainability principlesdalong-term

cated employees who each and every day ensureththtt
highway is safe to travel and is maintained properl

On that trip it was an eye-opener because in my rubev
as the independent MLA for the Vuntut Gwitchin ngj if |
am to represent and advocate for the issues anceoo of
north Yukon, then it's important for me to see distien to
those issues and concerns first-hand in order o géetter
understanding. Case in point: It was wonderfulde the Pre-
mier and the Minister of Environment at the North@ross oil
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and gas drilling operation. It was my first time an active
drilling rig, and to be able to talk to the emplegeand to the
managers and directors of the company, to undetstiast-
hand what the expectations are, to see the inds&tndards in
terms of environmental protection and dealing ik chief as
well, saying what his expectations are, meetingplie Chief
of the Tr'ondek and the Chief of the Na Cho Nyaknnd the
President of the Gwich’in Tribal Council and the R from
the Northwest Territories and what their expecteti@re in
north Yukon. We discussed things right from theubel calv-
ing grounds on the North Slope to Herschel Islasgliés to
Ivvavik National Park, Vuntut National Park isste the with-
drawal of the lands north of the Porcupine and.Bell

We talked about tourism. | had the opportunity tmpsat
the Tombstone Interpretive Centre and talk to tiadf $here
and talk about their issues and what they've besrihg from
the public. | talked to some German tourists; kedl to some
tourists from England and they were just absolufidhber-
gasted at the scenery in the first week of Septenibavas a
very special trip for me to take up there and émat to do it on
a regular basis.

One important thing to mention to the Minister aivie
ronment is that on the N.W.T. side of the bordeand we've
been encouraging the Minister of Environment in Nwarth-
west Territories to do this — it was a pleasurede the Porcu-
pine caribou mandatory check station at the PegdrRirossing
in order to obtain harvest numbers for the Porcaigiaribou
herd. That was very encouraging and | did send conication
to the minister responsible in Northwest Territerieongratu-
lating him for that effort. Those are some of thimgs that oc-
curred during that trip up the Dempster.

In terms of the budget items and priorities for Gldbw —
| want to firstly recognize the Premier for the degy in a let-
ter that | received yesterday — recognizing anchaskedging
the years and decades, in some cases — of endibks meet-
ings and consultation in our community and the aurding
area with regard to the priorities that I'm abooitput on the
floor of the House today.

| thank the Premier for his acknowledgement andtesy
in responding to my letter.

It's important firstly to recognize the Yukon Partpv-
ernment’s partnership with the community and theirest-
ments in our community because they are significéin¢y not
only create jobs and boost the local economy, bhay talso
provide a higher level of service and programshi commu-
nity. I'm talking about the waste oxidization plaki¥e’ve been
dealing with the dump — as people call it in Old®r— be-
cause we’re running out of real estate. It's withlhmetres of
the Porcupine River, a salmon-bearing stream. Thergegu-
lations associated with that that we've communigdte this
government. With the direction from the communitydathe
partnership with the Yukon Party government, weiepefully
dealt with this issue for the long term. Thank youthat. Our
community is happy and appreciative of investmanith re-
gard to fixing the roads and the drainage problesns, espe-
cially with the new drinking water well that is sxiuled to
come on-line here within the next few weeks.

It's a wonderful building and it's something thashbeen
a long time coming. Those partnerships are verymappreci-
ated by my constituents and | thank the governmanbehalf
of my constituents for that partnership.

It's also important to recognize the tireless dffiiat my
constituents have made and the direction they'vergio the
community’s leadership to ensure that these dorbedoriori-
ties and realities in our community.

Mr. Speaker, the Nutrition North Canada programais
source of frustration for me. This is the largek that I've
ever had to deal with in my term as MLA. I'll pute Premier
on notice that | will be formally asking for his wgrnment’s
assistance with this federal program because khaasted my
efforts and | don't know what else | can do. Thisgram is
defunct in Old Crow. | don’t know what else to dolsn going
to be formally asking the Premier for his influenséh the
Government of Canada.

The continuation of the Old Crow land-based expeiad
program — I'll provide an example to the House abebhat
I'm speaking of. This is not just a camp out in thesh. This is
a three-year partnership that is a shining lightny mind in
terms of education.

The students are out in the traditional territofyhe Vun-
tut Gwitchin. We've always said that our most véleare-
sources are the land, the water, the wildlife, aspecially our
youth.

They wake up at the cultural camp. They learn t&kema
fires for warmth and to melt snow for water. Thewagiise
camp hygiene. They work as a team to cook breakfdstn
they clean up all the tents, make the beds anchddishes.
Then they proceed with the class and go over this dessons
and get all the questions and answers from thééeac

As an example, let's say on any given day the lesso
about tradition, science and economics. They'reompanied
by an elder and the day’s safety and equipmentinegents
are gone over in English and Gwich’in. Everythisgaught —
from how to dress for minus 30 degrees Celsius hegab all
the equipment required to properly trap muskrats teavel on
the land safely with dog teams and snow machings. Sku-
dents are taught the best practices of trappinghfalr species.
They are taught how to skin muskrats and look dfierpelts
properly for sale, and then bring the carcassdbddab with
microscopes in a tent frame out on the land, amy tbarn
from the resources of the community — whether itbimo-
gists or the teachers themselves — about the piysiakeup
of the biology of the muskrat under a microscopberm an
elder provides a lesson of the past and the vdlapping in
the traditional economic sense. Finally, they aneght about
our changing world and climate change, and abaudittonal
land stewardship values, of wasting nothing anaqugvery-
thing that they take from the land and how thatnemts to and
is valuable in today’s society.

These students exceed the learning objectivesifidehin
Yukon curriculum. That’s all in one day. Talk abdutilding
solid young productive citizens. To me, that egsiétea secure
future led by our children.
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Tomorrow in Question Period, I'm going to continuéh
one of the community’s priorities, and that's wighproper
community recreation facility. | see that I'm rungi out of
time to go over it in detail, but | will do so tomow in Ques-
tion Period with regard to that priority and whisiso impor-
tant to our community. | think that these priomtief our com-
munity with land development planning for a newidestial
subdivision and the relocation and remediation hef diesel
and gasoline tank farms and completion of the baek stabi-
lization are fair.

They are fair priorities, and we have talked alibatn as a
community — some of these issues for over a dechkde.
some of these issues, patience is wearing thim foartner —
for a public partner.

I will conclude by saying that we as Yukoners cana
powerhouse in the federation of Canada if we mazénthe
most important, untapped resource in our territary] that's
the power of cooperation and governance — sharimgspon-
sibility for our citizens in their day-to-day lives- a fellow-
ship. If we succeed in this, we will experiencerasperity that
will outlast any commodity. Thank you for your time

Speaker:
this — Hon. Premier for closing comments.

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: If | can just take one brief mo-
ment before | start — I'd like to take this oppanity while |
stand here to wish my one and only brother a hdpgkday
today. He lives in Dauphin, Manitoba, with his witgéased on
this job and the time constraints, | don’t get thaich of an
opportunity to visit with him. I'm very proud of i and his
wife. They have seven children and have gone thragry-
thing there was to bring forward seven children. ISust
wanted to take a moment to wish him a happy bigthda

So I'm pleased to speak to Bill No. Sgcond Appropria-
tion Act, 2012-13, along with the accompanyir&ypplementary
Estimates No. 1 for the 2012-13 fiscal year. Ti8ipplementary
Estimates No. 1, 2011-12 provides an additional $46.014 mil-
lion in total expenditure authority, increasingatoprojected
spending for 2012-13 to $1.202.7 billion, of whis269.6 mil-
lion will be directed toward capital investmentss Aoted, the
supplementary provides for $46.014 million in iresed
spending, specifically additional operation and mtenance
requirements of $7.993 million and capital requieeits of
approximately $38.021 million. Our government coaoés to
deliver a healthy financial position. THpplementary Esti-
mates No, 1, 2012-13 reflects a net financial position of $125
million and an accumulated surplus of $1.217 hillio

| want to emphasize the importance of having netrfctial
resources, as opposed to net debt. Maintainingsitiye net
financial position means we are paying as we go.ahenot
sacrificing future revenue streams to pay for qurfgograms
and services. In fact, we forecast an annual ssirfdu 2012-
13, which contributes an increase to our net firmesources
over that of 2011-12 of almost $50 million. These signifi-
cant indicators of our financial health.

As everyone has had a chance to speak to

I would like to reiterate that the supplementartineates
includes $46.014 million additional expenditure harity in
several key areas of importance to Yukoners. Ownanitial
framework remains strong, and | assure Yukonetsahagov-
ernment remains committed to managing and directinkon
government’s finances in a disciplined, responsiid strate-
gic manner. The supplementary estimates provideifignt
increased investment in the Yukon. My colleaguet, voif
course, be pleased to discuss these initiativagaater detail
during line-by-line debate.

I am extremely proud of our government’s succegsraa
viding significant investments on behalf of Yukosiewhile
maintaining our commitment to prudent financial mgement.

Yukoners can be very proud of how our governmerd, t
Yukon Party, has managed the fiscal framework. Vdgeh
maintained a savings account while continuing tvige sig-
nificant and strategic investments on behalf of ofudes.

Our healthy financial position provides Yukonerghaihe

assurance that we are indeed financially well-jporsétd for the
future. This strong financial position will providiee flexibility
and opportunity for our government to respond tcemgimg
issues when they arise.
Mr. Speaker, | am confident th&ipplementary Estimates
No. 1 speaks for itself in addressing the needs of Yakanl
look forward to the opportunity to discuss it inther detail in
the days ahead. | want to also just take an oppitytto thank
the Department of Finance and all the individuatsrf all the
departments who helped in putting this togethesoAl would
like to acknowledge the hard work and the good wafrlour
ministers and our Yukon Party caucus as well.

| also take this opportunity to recognize, as wd heen-
tioned earlier, that with the tabling of the 2012 Rublic Ac-
counts, the unqualified opinion of the Auditor Gealef Can-
ada giving us a clean bill of health and the acKedgment
that, through fiscal management and the hard wbtke peo-
ple within the departments and our ministers, wk bt have
to come forward with an additional appropriatiortts end of
the year for 2011-12.

Speaker:  Are you prepared for the question?
Some Hon. Members:  Division.
Division
Speaker:  Division has been called.
Bells

Speaker:  Mr. Clerk, please poll the House.
Hon. Mr. Pasloski: Agree.

Hon. Mr. Cathers: Agree.

Hon. Ms. Taylor: Agree.

Hon. Mr. Graham: Agree.

Hon. Mr. Kent: Agree.

Hon. Mr. Nixon: Agree.

Ms. McLeod: Agree.

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: Agree.

Hon. Mr. Dixon: Agree.

Mr. Hassard: Agree.



November 6, 2012 HANSARD 1387
Ms. Hanson: Disagree. Hon. Mr. Istchenko: Agree.
Ms. Stick: Disagree. Hon. Mr. Dixon: Agree.
Ms. White: Disagree. Mr. Hassard: Agree.
Mr. Tredger: Disagree. Ms. Hanson: Agree.
Mr. Barr: Disagree. Ms. Stick: Agree.
Mr. Silver: Disagree. Ms. White: Agree.
Mr. Elias: Agree. Mr. Tredger: Agree.
Clerk: Mr. Speaker, the results are 11 yea, six hay. Mr. Barr: Agree.
Speaker: The yeas have it. | declare the motion car- Mr. Silver: Agree.
ried. Mr. Elias: Agree.
Moation for second reading of Bill No. 7 agreed to Clerk: Mr. Speaker, the results are 17 yea, nil nay.

Bill No. 42: Donation of Food Act — Third Reading

Clerk: Third reading, Bill No. 42, standing in the
name of the Hon. Mr. Graham.

Hon. Mr. Graham: I move that Bill No. 42, entitled
Donation of Food Act, be now read a third time and do pass.

Speaker: It has been moved by the Minister of Health
and Social Services that Bill No. 42, entitl®ednation of Food
Act, be now read a third time and do pass.

Hon. Mr. Graham: I'll be very brief. This act has al-
ready been agreed to by all members of the LegiglaiVe as
a government believe that we should bring it fodvars
quickly as possible for third reading and assenbiider to
make the provisions of the bill available to thdmgsinesses
that wish to donate food before the Christmas seaate are
very happy to bring this forward for third readiagthis time
and trust that all members of the Legislature stitbport it.

Ms. White: In regard to Bill No. 42Donation of
Food Act, | am very thankful that the government has chdeen
move this forward quickly so that this will affqmtople for this
Christmas season — so thank you, government.

Speaker:  If the member now speaks, he will close de-
bate. Does any other member wish to be heard?

Hon. Mr. Graham: I have nothing further to say, just
that | trust that all members are in favour of thi and we
look forward to passage of it

Speaker:  Are you prepared for the question?
Some Hon. Members:  Division.

Division
Speaker:  Division has been called.
Bells
Speaker:  Mr. Clerk, please poll the House.
Hon. Mr. Pasloski: Agree.
Hon. Mr. Cathers: Agree.
Hon. Ms. Taylor: Agree.
Hon. Mr. Graham: Agree.
Hon. Mr. Kent: Agree.
Hon. Mr. Nixon: Agree.
Ms. McLeod: Agree.

Speaker:  The yeas have it. | declare the motion carried
and that Bill No. 42 has passed this House.
Motion for third reading of Bill No. 42 agreed to

Bill No. 45: Act to Amend the Municipal Finance and
Community Grants Act — Third Reading

Clerk: Third reading, Bill No. 45, standing in the
name of the Hon. Ms. Taylor.

Hon. Ms. Taylor: I move that Bill No. 45, entitledct
to Amend the Municipal Finance and Community Grants Act,
be now read a third time and do pass.

Speaker: It has been moved by the Minister of Com-
munity Services that Bill No. 45, entitleict to Amend the
Municipal Finance and Community Grants Act, be now read a
third time and do pass.

Ms. Taylor: Mr. Speaker, | have actually a lot that |
could say to this third reading, but | will condermay speaking
notes as such.

First off, | would just like to acknowledge the Haxork of
the Association of Yukon Communities, all of the miuipal
governments and our own government officials in Erepart-
ment of Community Services who have worked veryl weel
gether to devise this new comprehensive municipahtgpro-
gram that is before us today. The amendments teaten-
tained in Bill No. 45 are a result of this very thavork and |
would like to acknowledge and thank all of the pars for
their very important contributions to this project.

The Act to Amend the Municipal Finance and Community
Grants Act contains a number of provisions that will provale
single lump sum payment at the start of the figealr, account
for individualized payment for a new municipalityreate a
supplementary grant, and a five-year structural $supplement
in addition to the basic grant, and also trandfer grant for-
mula from the act to the regulation.

All of these revisions support a humber of impotteon-
cerns that have been raised by municipalities i@ t®ur
Towns, Our Future” initiative, including the requékat they
be actively involved in the review and creationtbé new
comprehensive municipal grant program.

The legislative amendments before members todaly wil
ensure that the new grant program is responsitee@rowth
in municipalities, easy to predict, transparentg dairly dis-
tributed, as each community’s transfer paymentaisutated
independent of other communities.

The new comprehensive municipal grant program lsegin
with today’s proposed amendments and underlinesyth®n
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government’s commitment to supporting healthy, &uasible
Yukon communities.

Mr. Barr: Regarding Bill No. 45Act to Amend the
Municipal Finance and Community Grants Act, third reading,
as we have said, the NDP Official Opposition issupport.
What we've heard is a plan which would: provide enoroney
to municipal governments and a boost to municipa fe-
partment budgets; create an equitable formulattetthe con-
sumer price index; establish a new five-year commeitt for
grants; and provide one payment instead of qusrpayments
of the grant, which caused some problems for mpalities.

We have raised some problems with how this amentimen

moves important aspects of the grant out of letigsiaout of
the scrutiny of elected Members of the Legislathgsembly
and into regulations where decisions are made eatCbinet
table, often without consultation and without tr@aency.

| recognize that the minister has promised to presethe
public the draft regulation that would contain thew princi-
ples to the grant, and | am glad she will do so.l9é& forward
to seeing the draft regulation before it is passed law. |
would expect there would be consultation and dsioumson
any draft regulation that would change the termthefgrant in
the future for the purposes of transparency andi getations
between territorial and municipal government arel ¢hizens
they serve.

Hon. Mr. Graham: | would just like to stand today at
third reading and make a couple of comments, mdasbause
of the fact that, as a former member of a municqmalncil, it
has been a great pleasure for me to see this yartibill go
through. During my time as president of the Assime of
Yukon Communities — | believe it was in 2007 — |smaery
pleased to participate in negotiations with thentgevernment
to see a very healthy increase to the municipahtgfand,
somewhere in the neighbourhood of 12 percent —6opédr-
cent — over a five-year period. That was especigitifying
to me because we had gone approximately 12 yedhouwti
having a single increase in the municipal grantn8oonly did
we get a very healthy increase at that time, we alikited a
promise from the then minister to begin negotiation future
changes to not only the municipal grant, but ¥hanicipal Act
as well.

This today — the third reading of this bill — isrpaularly
gratifying for me to see come through and | wistthtank the
minister here beside me for all of her hard worll &or shep-
herding this bill through the process internallyg waell as
through the Legislature. | think she has done aeléent job
and her department has done an excellent job ds wgless
that’s about all | had to say, Mr. Speaker, saahthyou for the
time.

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: | just wanted to rise today to
make a few comments on the third reading, but e¢ddihi itself
— | know being from a rural community the importaraf this
grant and the importance of having a community ttees
about its facilities, its infrastructure, its dumps water and

sewer, its fire. To see this come forward — | knmwsome
discussions with some of our councils and our m&aylaat they
are very happy with this.

| just wanted to stand to commend the Minister ofre
munity Services for all their hard work on thiss iimportant to
our communities to remember that rural Yukon — as sit
here in this House many a time discussing issutieihegisla-
ture — out in the sticks there where some of theeoelected
MLAs and | are from, rural municipalities are vemgportant,
so this is something that they've been looking fardvto and |
commend this bill to the House.

Hon. Mr. Cathers: I'm pleased to rise in support of
the Act to Amend the Municipal Finance and Community
Grants Act. I'd like to again commend the Minister of Com-
munity Services and staff of the department forghed work
that they have done on this bill and and also thtaekmunici-
palities that have been involved: the mayors angnciiors
and staff of the various municipalities and locdViaory coun-
cils.

I am hopeful that this bill will pass third readimgd be
able to receive assent from the Commissioner fitésraoon to
have this bill finalized and have it come into effe

As has been noted before in discussions, thislb#s pro-
vide for another increase in the resources to nipatites. It
pegs the increases for those municipalities taaifitth, which
gives them a degree of certainty that did not exédore. After
we came in in 2002, the Yukon Party did signifitamcrease
the resources in the municipal grant to municifeitat that
point in time. The funding was divided up — therasva fixed
pool that was divided up among municipalities. Thange in
this structure will give municipalities the additi@ certainty of
having their increases not directly tied to tho$eother mu-
nicipalities and to pressures there, but rathey thidl know
that based on the calculation of matters, includivagr popula-
tion size and the other elements included in thenfiba, they
will have their municipal grant increased basedtat and on
the increase in the consumer price index.

If memory serves, | believe that in 2008, the tdtaiding
to municipalities through the municipal grant stqost in ex-
cess of $12 million. That was increased over teedgreement
to an excess of $16 million. Again, passage of tiikswill
provide a further increase to municipalities andl whable
them to address their needs and pressures. Alsbe aminister
has mentioned before, the inclusion of an amouatiged to
municipalities to provide for basic fire supportdaservices in
those municipalities that provide municipal fire\sees is an-
other element that is very important in recognizthg pres-
sures that they have and it complements the sogmitiincrease
that occurred this year in the community fire aditien for vol-
unteer fire departments that fall under the Depantmof
Community Services and are not operated by the cipatity.
So, this complementary increase is a part of hglpetter pro-
vide for the resources of those communities. Wiidt § com-
mend this bill to the House.
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Hon. Mr. Pasloski: I, too, would like to rise to give
support to this bill. Certainly we are excited. §igiovernment
— through the previous two mandates as well — ooei$ to
increase its support for municipalities to allovertihto be able
to provide the programs and services for which they re-
sponsible. This new agreement does create morairtgrt it
also allows recognition of inflation by putting nthe formula
the ability to match the CPI so that increases kgemith in-
flation.

Of course, Mr. Speaker, when we talk about respggti-
risdiction, that means it should happen all theetifnknow that
the NDP like to say that they respect the jurisdiciof other
governments, and that may be the truth until thesagiee.
Then, at that point, they sort of throw the baby with the
bathwater. An example of which was in the recennigipal
election here in Whitehorse, where the NDP werengily op-
posed to development in Porter Creek D which, asadieu-
lated, is the responsibility of the municipal gawaent. This

The previous agreement saw this government adddzons government respects the City of Whitehorse and ttegnmu-

erably more money to the municipalities: an $800,DZrease
each year over the past life of the agreementatiidive years.

This agreement also provides more funding for mipalc
fire services for these municipalities, and thaeg@ver and
above the massive increase of $1.9 million thapvewided to
the Fire Marshal’s Office. The Department of ComitySer-
vices does support the development and sustaityaloli
Yukon communities by developing and improving comity
infrastructure, assisting with and responding toeegency
events, fostering strong local governance, promatie devel-
opment of recreation and sport and administeribgoad range
of licensing business and regulatory services Far health,
safety and protection of the public.

| did want to take a moment to recognize the rbk the
municipalities play and this government’'s commitin&nhon-
our and respect their jurisdiction and the role thay play for
the citizens of their municipality. The creationrofinicipalities
was to enable government to become even closéetpdople.
We started out really without municipalities andhwihe fed-
eral government really controlling and making mofsthe de-
cisions that affected Yukoners and, in fact, citzef all three
territories.

nity plan and it isn’t for us to meddle with thectgons that
they want to make.

So | think it's important that we respect and ackizaige
and work with different levels of government whethe agree
with their position or not. | think that's a consiscy that you
will see, and you have seen, from this governmetite last 10
years.

So this is a very good news story. It's the coritigusup-
port — and it's because of the financial managenzent the
economic climate that has been created here iYtien that
we are able to come forward with discussions andlile to
continue to add more money to continue to suppgmsdé mu-
nicipalities to deliver on those things that areirsportant to
the citizens of their municipalities. Thank you ywenuch.

Speaker:  Does any other member wish to be heard?

Hon. Ms. Taylor: I would just like to thank all mem-
bers opposite and on this side of the House far tireequivo-
cal support for this bill going forward.

| just wanted to point out a couple of things, thrty have
been referenced already. Of course, the comprerensinici-

The devolution in 2003 has brought the managemént @al grant was first established back in 1991, wlit@ original

Yukon's land and water resources here to Yukorhsb Yuk-
oners have the ability to make those decisions.Wjoel com-
bine that with a government that was creating ttiatate for
economic growth, for responsible growth and resjibestew-
ardship of the environment, the results are thereeverybody
to see. We've had continued growth and strong firdmrman-
agement through the course of this decade of YHanty gov-
ernance.

passage of thBlunicipal Finance and Community Grants Act.
It's now well over 20 years old and, of coursenys have
evolved in terms of the governance structure archtimber of
responsibilities that each and every one of ourioipal gov-
ernments has assumed.

| also just wanted to say that for many of our neipali-
ties the CMG is a crucial source of funding. In somunici-
palities, it makes up to 65 percent of the reverua some of

We've also seen through this time — going back fromthe smaller communities. However, despite the gfantour

when Ottawa was controlling everything that happerewas

a creation of municipalities to allow for peoplethin the

boundaries of the municipality to have control oneny areas
of their governance. With some things, the closeets to the
people, the more it affects them. | know that aity council-

lors and city mayor hear it when they're supposetidve gar-
bage pick up on Tuesday and the garbage truck damsne.

That is right where the rubber hits the road.

We have municipalities that are being very resgmasand
creating opportunities. We're also working with skemunici-
palities to look at the wholklunicipal Act. | think there will be
opportunities to have more consultation there, asdid with
this municipal grant when we went out and did oonsulta-
tion. We will also do that when we look at thoseaftunities
to create better governance for the municipalities.

municipal governments — especially outside of Winise —
in the first 16 years of the CMG it only increasgd— | think
it was from $11.5 million to $12.5 million. That wat. In the
past five years, that grant has actually incredsethore than
30 percent — as the Premier just outlined, $800&4¢h and
every year in subsequent increases. So this formalkes into
consideration many of the concerns that have bepressed
by municipal governments over the years. It is m@aspon-
sive, and it's more reflective of the communitias, we know
them today — and very much so on the transparemdyoéit.

In terms of going forward with our municipal govern
ments, this is part of the “Our Towns, Our FutureView that
was first undertaken or initiated by the previoumister re-
sponsible for Community Services. | applaud hisiézahip on
this particular initiative. It's a great example loédw the gov-
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ernment is working collaboratively to create resiti munici-
palities and this is but one of many, many inities on which
we continue to work in collaboration with the Asetion of
Yukon Communities.

As was referenced earlier by the opposition, mpaidies
have requested regular reviews of the comprehensivecipal
grant program to make certain that the program iesmaurrent
with the needs of the communities. So moving thentda
from the act to the regulation will ensure thatuleg reviews
and any ensuing revisions are made in a timelyidasbo that
the process is responsive to the needs of the rpafiiees and
not a burden on the resources of our communities.

Most municipalities will see an immediate increaséheir
grant and the new five-year program contains aajee that
no municipality’s grant will fall below the currefunding level
of 2012-13. In addition to the 32-percent incregsthe grant
funding that we’'ve seen over the past five yearshieyYukon
Party government, the new formula will result ire thargest
ever single-year increase to this funding.

All of these revisions support the ongoing initras of
importance that have been made known by municipaéig-
ments over the past several months and I'm vergselé and
honoured to be able to work, hand in hand, with ynainour
municipal governments and the Association of Yukoom-
munities.

In closing, | just want to take the opportunity g con-
gratulate all of the newly elected mayors and cisitisrough-
out the territory and to thank them for puttingitheames for-
ward and thank them in advance for the next thregrsy of
delivering services and programs and working onaliebf
their constituents. | really look forward to worgiwith each
and every municipal government and local advisayncil
throughout the territory to identify, to addressldano work on
issues of importance and priorities to all.

| also want to thank the past president, Her Warégv
Buckway, for her leadership and her vision overldgt num-
ber of years in her position as president of theo&mtion of
Yukon Communities. It is indeed an honour to hawerked
with this individual and all the executive at AY@ear the past
year and | wish them all the very best, especidléy outgoing
past president, Bev Buckway.

So, with that said, | want to thank everyone faitlsup-
port for this bill. | move that Bill No. 45Act to Amend the Mu-
nicipal Finance and Community Grants Act, be now read a
third time and do pass.

Speaker:  Are you prepared for the question?
Some Hon. Members:  Division.

Division
Speaker:  Division has been called.
Bells
Speaker:  Mr. Clerk, please poll the House.
Hon. Mr. Pasloski: Agree.
Hon. Mr. Cathers: Agree.
Hon. Ms. Taylor: Agree.

Hon. Mr. Graham:

Hon. Mr. Kent:

Hon. Mr. Nixon: Agree.

Ms. McLeod: Agree.

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: Agree.

Hon. Mr. Dixon: Agree.

Mr. Hassard: Agree.

Ms. Hanson: Agree.

Ms. Stick: Agree.

Ms. White: Agree.

Mr. Tredger: Agree.

Mr. Barr: Agree.

Mr. Silver: Agree.

Mr. Elias: Agree.

Clerk: Mr. Speaker, the results are 17 yea, nil nay.

Speaker:  The yeas have it. | declare the motion carried
and that Bill No. 45 has passed this House.

We are now prepared to receive the Commissioner of
Yukon in his capacity as Lieutenant Governor, tangrassent
to bills which have passed this House.

Agree.
Agree.

Commissioner Phillips enters the Chamber, announced by
the Sergeant-at-Arms

ASSENT TO BILLS

Commissioner: Please be seated.

Speaker:  Mr. Commissioner, the Assembly has, at its
present session, passed certain bills to whiclthénname and
on behalf of the Assembly, | respectfully requesiryassent.

Clerk: Donation of Food Act; Act to Amend the Mu-
nicipal Finance and Community Grants Act.

Commissioner: | hereby assent to the bills as enumer-
ated by the Clerk.

Commissioner |eaves the Chamber

Speaker: | will now call the House to order.

Hon. Mr. Cathers: Mr. Speaker, | move that the
Speaker do now leave the Chair and that the Has#ve into
Committee of the Whole.

Speaker: It has been moved by the Government House
Leader that the Speaker do now leave the Chairtlaaidthe
House resolve into Committee of the Whole.

Motion agreed to

Spoeaker leaves the Chair

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE

Chair (Ms. McLeod): Order. Committee of the
Whole will now come to order. The matter before @@mmmit-
tee is general debate on Bill No. S&cond Appropriation Act,
2012-13.

Do members wish to take a brief recess?

All Hon. Members: Agreed.

Chair: Committee of the Whole will recess for 15
minutes.
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Recess

Chair:
to order.

Bill No. 7: Second Appropriation Act, 2012-13
Chair:
bate on Bill No. 7Second Appropriation Act, 2012-13.
Hon. Mr. Pasloski:
discuss in general debate tBeond Appropriation Act, 2012-
13.

Main estimates for the 2012-13 fiscal year haveeexp
tures just over $1.15 billion. This was the foucnsecutive
year in which a budget of gross expenditures fer Ytukon
government exceeded a billion dollars. We contitwuprovide
a significant investment on behalf of Yukoners whitaintain-
ing our commitment to fiscal discipline. We do thigh a pru-
dent and practical approach to planning, decisiahing and
to budgeting.

We work hard to develop a strong, realistic budget we
work hard to deliver the programs, services andagtfucture
investments funded through this budget.

However, as you are aware, Madam Chair, unforeaadn
unplanned events do occur that force the governtoergvisit
its budget plan and make changes where appropriate.

Our strong financial framework allows us the flekiip to
be responsive to the many evolving pressures aodtjgs of
the Yukon government. As | stated earlier, at thie cplanning
and budgeting really requires decision-makers tkenthoices.
The budget process supports us as decision-makeansider
all issues and identify appropriate solutions. Dheget serves
as both a planning and control tool for government.

Decision-making is not an isolated event. We haveon-
sider emerging issues and priorities as they astified. This
has resulted in the adoptive practice of the YuRamty gov-
ernment to include end-year adjustments tabledupplemen-
tary estimates for the Assembly’s consideratioth® original
budget.

Of course it is important for all of us as legislat to un-
derstand the issue of timing around budget maidsaéso sup-
plementary budgets and that, as a matter of pifimcqur gov-
ernment is committed to due process of the colledbiargain-
ing negotiations, as we have mentioned. To be tabjait pro-
visions in a budget in advance of such negotiatieatly has a
potential for bias in the negotiations, and thizsegoment al-
lows negotiations to conclude and agreements toabiied
prior to inclusion in the budget as necessary gnutapriate,
either in the mains or in the supplementary esesiatepend-
ing on the timing. A point in fact for this is tlrecent agree-
ment with the Yukon Medical Association.

As we have said, this government is committed sugng
that these processes move forward and for the iaigots to
run their course, and | am sure that we have tphpat of all
members of the Legislative Assembly for such a @sscto
occur. We do take seriously the importance of éffecproc-
esses and procedures in support of our decisionAgakspon-
sibilities as we prepare to table budgets basetherbest and

Order. Committee of the Whole will now come

The matter before the Committee is general de

Madam Chair, I'm here now to

most current information that we have. But as wentineed,
these things can change through the course ofethie y

Now the first supplementary estimates for 2012-48ly
provide us with two opportunities. First, it prog&lus the op-
portunity to present to the Legislature and togkaeral public
an update on the financial position of the govemtnaad what
we have as a result. Now that the public accownt®11-12
have been tabled, we can use the supplementargjatet as
the first opportunity to provide the Assembly wihfinancial
update for 2012-13 that’s really inclusive of theaf audited
results from the last fiscal year.

Also to note, we are not tabling a final appropoiatbill
and final supplementary estimates for 2011-12 texall of
these departments, as we've stated, have manageid trieir
approved appropriations. Again I'd like to acknosde and
appreciate the hard work that was done by the teirsiand the
departments to ensure that they lived within the@ans and
were able to make those decisions to ensure tegtabuld, in
fact, continue to live by the budget appropriatidhat they
had.

This first supplementary estimate details the psegoex-
penditures that require legislative appropriatiartharity in
addition to the spending authorities that we hdweady been
given through the main estimates that were approvesl
spring. TheSecond Appropriation Act, 2012-13 and accompa-
nying first supplementary estimates for 2012-13vjate for
increased spending totalling $46.014 million. Ofstltotal,
$7.993 million is an increase in the gross O&M extitures,
and $38.021 million represents an increase to thesgcapital
expenditures.

| spoke earlier about the timing of the ongoing ardlv-
ing nature of decision-making and budgeting. Weehalso
spoken of the government’s ability to be responsivemerg-
ing pressures and priorities. We are all aware amdact,
Madam Chair, you spoke to the topic of the very siahmer
that we had and the challenges that ensued fopeople of
Watson Lake and Upper Liard and certainly the rpldthigh-
way washouts that were created as a result of ¢éla@yhsum-
mer rains that we had.

Now, working with Canada, we have responded toirepa
damaged infrastructure and to provide that necgssmistance
to the residents of Upper Liard.

Other initiatives, as well, are identified in thepplemen-
tary budget where the government is being respensivthe
priorities of Yukoners. Examples of this fundinglude sup-
port for the implementation of a number of recomdations
that were outlined in the report on acutely intexéd persons,
also to enhance municipal structural fire protectservices in
the Yukon and to establish a residential tenanfigef

As | noted above, this budget provides for incrdaB&M
and capital expenditures of just over $46 millidrnese in-
creases result in total government expendituresalofost
$1.203 billion. Of this total, $269.64 million idl@cated to
capital for infrastructure improvements through®uwkon and
$933.137 million is allocated to O&M to support theany
ongoing programs and services that are providethisygov-
ernment for all people of Yukon.
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Moving into our summary, financial indicators aftecor-
porating the 2011-12 final audited results and ¢kpenditure
and revenue changes detailed in our first suppléemngresti-
mates for 2012-13, our government continues tonba very
healthy fiscal position.

Madam Chair, the federal government recently chdnge
the provincial equalization program due to unathbla growth.
However, they maintained and confirmed that teridtdinanc-
ing levels were both sustainable and appropriabe. Member
opposite surely must realize that the territonaiding grant is

Supplementary Estimates No. 1 presents a forecasted an- our entittement from Canada to ensure that Yukareives
nual surplus of just under $88 million resultingain estimated comparable levels of service at comparable levidiaxation.

accumulated surplus for March 31, 2013 at $1.2llioibi

Continuing to avoid net debt, our year-end net rfaial
position is projected at $125 million. | really ayavant to em-
phasize for all members of the Legislative Assentbly sig-
nificance of having net financial resources as spgoto net
debt. This truly is a very significant indicator ofir financial
health, and it means that this government is ngtng on fu-
ture revenues to provide services today.

This is a very enviable position for the Yukon aswfew
governments are in this position, and it's someghihat all
Yukoners should be proud of. I'm very pleased wfita efforts
of the ministers and their department staff whoehaerked so
diligently to implement the principles of soundcfié manage-
ment while at the same time also ensuring a steoryeffec-
tive, yet prudent and sustainable investment heteaé Yukon.

Madam Chair, we are not delivering current servipes-
grams, and infrastructure at the expense of fujererations
of Yukoners — something that the NDP and the Lilsckaow
very well how to do.

Before | conclude, | would like to make a couplecom-
ments before we get started in response to theeteafdthe
Official Opposition who, yesterday, indicated tlediance from
Ottawa for revenue has not changed and that tligpieblem.

Canada is a confederation, where all provincestemio-
ries receive significant amounts of money from CknaAc-
cording to public information from Finance Canaddherta
receives 14 percent of its funding from Canada;a@otre-
ceives 19 percent of its funding from Canada; Rriedward
Island receives 41 percent of its funding from G@EnaNova
Scotia receives 36 percent of its funding from Gandunavut
receives 92 percent of its funding from Canada.

Yukoners deserve their portion of Canada’s we&titent
increases in federal transfers to provinces anitdees have
been an acknowledgment, really, of the Harper gowent that
the previous Liberal governments of Mr. Martin a@drétien
only balanced the federal budget by creating figoahlance.

The Liberal government reduced transfers to presrand
territories from 17 percent of the federal budgdtew Mr.
Chrétien took office, to a low of 13 percent in 298000. The
Conservative government has restored the histofigading
arrangement by rapidly eliminating the fiscal indraie that all
provinces and territories were concerned about.

Currently, the reinvestment by the federal govenmnao
the provinces and territories is now 24 percenthef federal
government’s budget. Since 2003-04, the federakegouent
has increased transfers to all provinces and aeeg by ap-
proximately 77 percent. Yukon’s has increased bpé&&ent in
this time frame. In the same time period, Yukonnesource
revenue grew an impressive 113 percent.

Is the Leader of the Official Opposition expecting to
send this grant back to Ottawa? Does she expetd tesduce
services? Does she expect us to increase taxdeceuse that
is the consequence of a territorial financing grdat is less
than our rightful entitlement.

Our territorial formula financing grant has growardugh
time. However, in the past 10 years, our gran@a aercentage
of the total revenues, has dropped from 80 perte®i8 per-
cent. Yet the Leader of the Official Opposition safat our
dependence on Ottawa has not changed. In the pagtdrs,
our own-source revenues have grown by 100 perd@itthe
Leader of the Official Opposition says that oupeledence on
Ottawa has not changed. | have news for the Leaidire Of-
ficial Opposition: A lot has changed since this gamment was
elected 10 years ago. We have an economy. We lubge j
Yukoners have a future.

Again, | would like to thank all of the officialspecifically
within the Department of Finance, but across thgaoization
for all the people who helped put together thispteimentary
budget and, of course, to the members of the Ydtamty cau-
cus and the ministers, who worked so hard andetitly and
responsibly to lead their departments. | also thike opportu-
nity to thank all the constituents of the beautifiding of
Mountainview for the honour of representing them.

Thank you, Madam Chair.

Ms. Hanson: | wasn’'t aware that we were in for an-
other political campaign speech — | thought we watially
in Committee of the Whole — and to honour the pmeseof
the officials from departments and not get into paditical
rhetoric that has no place when we are dealing -weafeard
from the minister opposite today when he lecturedNlember
for Klondike with respect to the appropriate rodesl responsi-
bilities of ministers — in the notion of the sep&ra between
the public service and roles of the elected offécia

You know, | guess there are a number of matters Itha
would take umbrage at from the Minister of Finascethe
Premier's, comments, but there’s a certain repetitio the
Yukon Party.

| happened to go back and look at the tired refraie
have heard from the Yukon Party over the last 13etually
20 years, at various times, when they have haadbfigy to sit
in the place the member opposite is. | would jiks to quote
from the December 15, 199Ransard: “Two thousand years
ago Socrates warned us about the oldest politiczk in the
book. It is called ‘the big lie’. Repeat a falsedaaften enough
and some people in your audience will buy it; swalill their
friends and neighbours - especially those who deery on
one or two sources for their information. Yet higtéeaches,
that while endless repetition may make a falseestant fash-
ionable, it can never, ever make it true.”
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So to come back to the subject at hand, we arekisjgea planning is imperative. But we ought to ensure thate is no
this afternoon with respect to Committee of the Whuoatters manipulation of important infrastructure projects folitical
that the Minister of Finance and Premier have agaiand gain.
responsibility for, so I'd like to — What has the government learned from this repesdeads

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible) of debacles in terms of cost overruns and howhadMinister
of Finance — with the conduct for all financial neais in this
government — can he ensure that these types dftisiis do
not repeat themselves?

Can the Minister of Finance explain the reductigr$b.5
million in the budget for the Ross River recreati@mtre?

Can the Minister of Finance explain why the goveenin
is boosting its surplus instead of spending on gagrities,
including the affordable housing solutions?

Can the Minister of Finance explain why the goveenin
continues to sit on $13 million of federal money &ffordable
housing?

Can the Minister of Finance explain what is in thiglget
supplement to implement the Beaton and Allen réport

Finally, can the Minister of Finance clarify whatin this
budget supplement to implement the social inclusitbategy
which has been announced repeatedly by this gowarhand
is yet to be articulated with respect to expends@r

Point of order

Chair: Mr. Cathers, on a point of order.

Hon. Mr. Cathers: In listening to the recent matter
from the Leader of the NDP, it was disturbing,hattit seemed
the member was trying to do indirectly what sheldamot do
directly. Speakers have ruled on a number of oonasthat
that is out of order, and the member was, in fealled by the
Speaker yesterday for implying or stating that ottmembers
of this Assembly lied. That appears to be whattieenber did.
| would ask you to direct her to retract that.

Chair: Ms. Hanson, on the point of order.

Ms. Hanson: Madam Chair, | am simply quoting from
Hansard. In fact, this is a quote directly froMansard. There
was no ruling of that being out of order. That waste accept-
able in the parliamentary tradition of this Legial®. So, no, |
do not intend to retract it.

Chair’'s statement Hon. Mr. Pasloski: It was an interesting beginning to
Chair:  I'm going to be looking at the Blues and will the question in terms of her comments with regardmy

provide a ruling tomorrow, if necessary. Ms. Hansoas the Statement, because | am hard-pressed to not findtatement

floor. that's made by the NDP and the NDP leader at ariyt po

time that isn’t either critical or political in nake. In fact, un-

Ms. Hanson: | understand from the briefing by Fi- fortunately, that is also even into tributes — witttheir trib-

nance officials that the transfer from Canada, thawe a for-  Utes or perhaps even making tributes to oneself.

mula that looks at both population and growth iovimcial There was a plethora of questions, but I guessl lspeak

budgets and a number of indices, is — the minisfgosite 0 @ few things from the beginning. As we've seerthie past,
might like to pay attention to the conversationttha direct- ~and what is available within the public documesipir projec-
ing — predicted to grow at a slower rate. Perhapwbuld like tions for revenues, our projections for capital englitures —
to have the member beside him answer the quesitberrthan ~ basically, our long-term plan. What has been djearticulated

himself. in here shows our transfers from Canada — theafaitecrease
Do | have the floor or not? to be declining significantly in the outward yeafsom the
Chair: Ms. Hanson, you have the floor. current position within the 2012 of between eighdl aine per-

Ms. Hanson: ~ Thank you. As | was saying, the Financeent and steadily declining, to 2013 being probaigjyween
officials informed the opposition and those wheeatted the ~@pproximately 1.7 percent to 1.8 percent, and duerer in
briefing that the formula is predicted to grow aslawer rate 2015 _
than the past few years due to an end to stimulnslifig, However, if you also look at our money that we pre-
among other factors. Can the minister talk to trégislative J€cting for capital investments, the member opjeositll see
Assembly and give us any information about what ltheg- that there is in fact no reduction. The amount we @mmit-
term impact on this is for Government of Yukon sgiag on ting to capital expenditures continues to remassahme. You
long-term capital planning? Does it alter multi-yezapital KnNow, | have been in business for a long time, drade are
plans as they're presently presented in the mdfusther, this Many things that you can try to control in busines®l there
budget appears to contain further cost overrurisuilding the ~ areé some things that you cannot control. | havekspabout
Whitehorse Correctional Centre. Can the ministerfiom or  this on many occasions and, in fact, when talkibgua this
deny this? Can he let this House know, as the Minisf Fi- supplementary budget, we talked about things hieeftooding

nance, the total anticipated price tag on the Viioitse Correc- 1N Upper Liard. We mentioned that we couldn’t budged
tional Centre? wouldn’t budget for negotiations with contracts lwteachers,

We see more money for planning for F.H. CollinseTh With doctors, with unions because that could irt taeate a bit
planning was rushed; we saw that in terms of thetgebps. ~ Of @ bias. So there is always uncertainty, but vinanportant
Then post-election, the government called time lnfroject IS OUr commitment to continuing to foster a climée eco-
and went back to planning. As the Minister of Fiarspoke, ~nomic development and to continue to drive own-seueve-
he talked about the importance of correct planramgl we NUesS.
couldn’t agree more; we absolutely do believe tbatrect
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We know what's coming, so we will be prudent towees
that we can continue to deliver on those things #ne impor-
tant to Yukoners in the environment where we’lldeing our
major source of revenues — the rate at which it e in-
creasing to go down significantly going forward.

As for the members opposite’s questions about Whitee
Correctional Centre, and the Ross River rec centré know
that our ministers will be very happy to answersthapecific
guestions when we get into departmental detailnklyau.

Ms. Hanson:
I'll come back to a second one. When the minisfgosite just
deferred to the appropriate ministers — my pointytou,

Madam Chair, is that the Official Opposition atsthgoint has
no idea when and which departments will come updfrate.
Is the Premier prepared to table a schedule forgheaining
sitting days so that, in fact, we don't see theatibn where his
House Leader does not provide the opposition wit iafor-

mation about what is up for debate that day ornivet day or
the next day? You would think it would be a rathienple mat-
ter for a government that is so attuned and sorexpeed at
public administration to provide a schedule.

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: One of my comments when we
tabled our main budget back in the spring wasweaheard the
fever of being able to get all this through andbéoable to have
the debate on it, at which time | said to the memlmn the
opposite side of the House that while we do ourgetidg and
we come forward with these documents to continuentwe
Yukoners forward, to create jobs, to create opmities for
business, to create more opportunities for trainingy have an
obligation and a responsibility to manage theiretimisely so
that they will have the opportunity to ask all teestions that

are important. We've seen many examples where we ha

spent hours talking about $5,000 or a teddy beagram and
not getting to some things that | would think tkaiuld be a
greater priority for the opposition and that thegud want to
have their due diligence and to be able to dehadeagk ques-
tions.

So, | will again say to the NDP and all the memlmrdhe
opposite side that they have the opportunity to agantheir
time so we’ll be able to move forward and ensued the gov-
ernment can get through the agenda and the issuef the
things that have been identified for this sittimgtérms of our
supplementary and the pieces of legislation thathene. We
look forward to that debate. Thank you.

Ms. Hanson:
Premier chooses not to listen to the questiontdbave filled
his own head with his riposte — his negative putxdmf the
opposition. What | asked him was if he would comtuitset-
ting out and providing and tabling in this Legislia a schedule
so that we will know when these briefings will occHle has,
I’'m sure, an understanding that the Official Oppiosi has, by
parliamentary convention, an obligation and a rasftmlity to
be prepared and we do engage in full discussiomwiehave
the information, but unfortunately, he has not asr®d my
question.

The question was about the failure of his Housedkedo
provide the opposition with a schedule, which makesficult

for us to deliver on our responsibilities to all Ramers. We
have a responsibility to hold the government tooaat. I'm
not making this up, Madam Chair.

These are the rules. He can't avoid that and h# asaid
the fact that he should have the control of his @abinet to
be able to direct them and make sure that theicial§ are
available in a timely manner so that we can thercged in an
expeditious way to deal with the supplementary letidond to
get on with the other important matters that arfereethis Leg-

I have one question first, and after thatislature before it rises in December.

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: We have an extensive list of
things that we have worked together on with the imenn of
the opposition. In fact, we had two pieces of liegien that
were given assent to today that received unaninsoggort.
We've had a private members’ bill from the Member f
Riverdale South that received unanimous suppart.not sure
how often that has occurred within the Westminggstem
across the world. | think we’re up to probably @adt 10 mo-
tions of the government that have had unanimoupatipnot
to speak of the many committees. There has beemendous
amount of work that we’ve done together.

In response, though, to what the member oppositalks
ing about, again, it depends on their perspectiveeality, we
are following the processes that have been ocgufanmany,
many years and many, many governments. In fastthig same
process that was followed by the NDP when they ware
power. Now it's one of these flip-flop things agalhis good
when they were in power, but now that they areingiower,
it's not good. We are following the standard preesi that have
been followed by governments for many, many yeaos only
in this here but in other precincts as well.

Ms. Stick: I would like to respond to the minister who
just spoke, with a bit of support to the Leaderthe Official
Opposition also. | would just point out that weeired these
documents last week. We've been doing our homeveordk
going through these documents page by page. Sontieenf
are not even a whole page — very little detail —€ &mere is
no recourse for us except to go to the minister asid those
guestions or to ask those questions in a briefing.

So far, we've had four briefings — that’s only four and
those were Health and Social Services, EconomiceDpv
ment, the Executive Council Office and Finance. senhbrief-
ings are our opportunity to get that detail frora tlepartments,
and it's appreciated. It's helpful to us to be ajbl¢hen go back

Madam Chair, it is unfortunate that the to this bill and look at it and understand whatippening. We

even had the good fortune of having a minister ctomnene of
those briefings, and it was helpful.

For me personally to be able to do my job bettelp imy
homework and | read these documents. But detailissing;
we don’t know what’s going on. In order for us t® dble to do
this, that's what we're looking for. We have moriisbthat
have been presented in the House that we still imatehad
briefings on. We want to be able to understand whappen-
ing — what is the intention of these documents. ot always
apparent just from looking at it what the purpofé is.

I would just, again, suggest to the members oppadbkét a
schedule giving us an idea of when and what we nedae
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prepared for would make for better debate in th@is¢ —
more informed debate, especially if we’ve had tharsefings.

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: I'd like to acknowledge and ap-
preciate the comments from the Member for Riverdadeth
and appreciate the due diligence that she doegloalfbof Her
Majesty as the Loyal Opposition. This is exactlyywhe’re
here at this moment — to be able to have a debatask the
guestions and to get a response from the ministbosare re-
sponsible for the question. So we’ll continue toveohis for-
ward, whether it's with the pieces of legislatidrat we have
tabled for this session or whether it's about thpptementary
budget. | would encourage, again, the members depts
budget their time accordingly, and the ministemskldorward
to responding to their inquiries.

Ms. Hanson: | guess we'll just let the record show
that the Minister of Finance and the Premier radutbece times
to respond to the question as delivered. He totdlyted the
issue of a simple, simple commitment to providesfimigs for
the Official Opposition, the member of the Thirdtyand the
Independent.

That says something about his willingness to prev&hd-
ership for his Cabinet; that's fine.

The minister made reference — and | just want tback;
he didn't answer any of the questions that | raiaeide from
his skirting of the issue on the procedural mattebut he did
raise an interesting point that | would like to aske would
elaborate on. He identified — | think he used thaguage
“dramatic”. | didn’'t hear that from the officialqut | got a
sense that there was a slowing of the rate of dgroifithe terri-
torial formula financing arrangement between Canadh the
Yukon. One of the questions | would ask the Ministé Fi-
nance — as well as in his role as Premier — iseifldoks at
this slowing of a transfer and couples that withawis going
on globally and what we hear from industry and otwurces
with respect to the tightening of the money maiketerms of
the availability of money or the investment for whee all
hope would be sustained and sustainable resouiterse-
we’re seeing that it's very difficult in the priveatmarket for
that money to be actually committed for the prgdtiat peo-
ple had anticipated.

| think if we were to read back on the Premier'sesghes
last year and others prior to him, there were mamgny pro-
jections about all of these — the number of mired tvould
be up and operating by now. We did see a huge spikie
economic activity in this territory, which has nalecreased
dramatically with respect to exploration activignd the real
challenge is to ensure that we provide some ecanstability
going forward. So, the minister has the resporigiibr plan-
ning for the future with his Cabinet and that i ®f the rea-
sons why | was asking the question with respeethat plans
this government has to use its tools and abilitigk respect to
long-term capital planning. One of the opportusitthat gov-
ernment has as it begins to see the tighteningharasources
of money flowing into this territory is to use i@gesse — its
large, large surplus; the amount of money thadvé@sdknow that
it will be receiving over time — to actually bedio stimulate
the private sector. This is what we have seen sgtaéy in

prior years in this territory without going intofast and main-
taining an accumulated surplus where in fact thétogial gov-
ernment does invest in significant and lasting ¢&gm for the
territory.

| could cite a number of them — Yukon College, Yoko
Arts Centre, the cultural centre out in Haines fionc There
are many other ones that have been created likéMitson
Lake recreational centre — all of which created/qte sector
jobs, but in recognition of the fact that as thistat tightening
up out there, the government does have a rolewlidmdering
if the Premier and his Cabinet, as they look toftltere and at
the closing in on some of the world, federal anuitteial fi-
nancial situations, could comment on that.

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: A number of questions — I'm
just trying to articulate how I'll put this togetheThere are
troubles in the world economy and the global econdgome
of the ones that are very acute right now are soitbe mem-
ber countries within the European Union. We helt édout
spending limits within the United States; that theed to be
able to work together.

So, there are some economies that are not tha¢ stad if
we continue to have problems it will have a rippféect — it
will. | think there is no one in an integrated gibleconomy
that would not be impacted if there are significehanges
there. Having said that, there are a number of @odgs in this
global economy — in this world — that are doingtguivell,
thank you very much. And | think that’'s exactly ook the
things that this government is doing — will cong&nio do.

We will continue to have conversations — our Miaisbf
Economic Development has been to the States agdirng to
Europe with the Yukon Gold Mining Alliance. | havecently
been on a trip to China, but there are other camts well.
Countries like India, countries like South Koreayvé econo-
mies that are growing anywhere from seven to 12qgr So,
we have a strong economy here in the Yukon. Our GP
2010 was approximately four percent; our GDP fotR2@0as
5.7 percent — far, far higher than the Canadiamage

| don’t understand the comment about providing gove
ment money to spur an economy that’s running alasgyear
at more than twice the level of the national averagne only
has to look around this territory, and specificaitgnding here
in the City of Whitehorse, to see what our investtria grow-
ing this private sector economy has accomplishémrf is a
lot of construction that is going on here that @ government
money. This is private sector money. This is busses. These
are people who are identifying opportunities angehaonfi-
dence in this economy and in this government, wikaaaking
massive investments to be a part of this economypdsing
opportunities. By doing so, they are creating dirgmbs
through construction and indirect jobs. New busiess new
opportunities here mean more people. We continugetoan
increase in our population growth. So, the seconead terti-
ary industries all benefit, as well, from this. Yhleire more
people and away it goes. What that then doespi®itide more
own-source revenues for this government: personeabme
taxes, corporate income taxes. As I've mentionedthe last
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decade of Yukon Party government, our own-sourgermees
have increased by more than 100 percent.

We will continue to focus on diversifying our ecomp
You've heard the Minister of Education speak to wwk that
we have been doing in terms of mine training. Themers
opposite know about our belief and our convictibsering the
Yukon College evolve into a university, and theagreconomic
driver that will create, as well as the knowledgereomy that
will be created from it. The member opposite mergib other
projects that have not only created jobs in a cangbn phase
but have also now contributed to the social falmicthese
communities.

Most members of the NDP were at the ceremony on
weekend, which was the moving and transportingHkaling
Totem Pole from Kwanlin Dun Cultural Centre to wédrwill
now proudly stand on display for time immemorial Biain
Street. So, we continue to realize and understhadvalue to
this economy to continue to look for opportunittespromote
the Yukon, to allow for investment.

We will continue to go out to do exactly that, amén-
tioned. The Economic Development minister and | lgibk at
other markets as well to continue to try to fosteat relation-
ship.

The other thing that needs to be mentioned is wieatall
“net financial resources”. | think the NDP leadeashques-
tioned heritage funds. This exactly is our herithgel, Madam
Chair. We are in that enviable position that weldqay off all
of our liabilities and have money left in the baifkis is a very
enviable position. We are exactly in that positidout that
doesn’'t mean that we are going to go out and s@dinthe
money. | know that is the first thing the NDP waotdo. If
there is a dollar there, they're going to spend tialars.
Madam Chair, we need to be responsible. We see wirat
projections are going to be on the revenue sideggfwrward.
We need to ensure that we can continue to delharonly on
programs and services, but also on capital investrimethis
territory, and work toward meeting those infrastaue defi-
ciencies that we have, to be able to have moreadifiedl busi-
nesses and be able to look at the territory and “Jays is a
good place to invest.”

Yukon is an excellent place to invest. We'll contnto
promote this territory. We’'ll continue to createpoptunities by
being supportive. We're very excited about talkbogpeople
who want to do business here. We want to ensurebihsi-
nesses that come forward are responsible businesskshat
the net result will always be positive for Yukoners

Ms. Hanson:
default position to political rhetoric. | thoughewvere dealing
with Committee of the Whole.

It's quite easy to go down memory lane, and that Eth
that many — not just he — can go down. I'm choosiag to
go there today. Perhaps he wasn't here, and pelegdsesn’t
know the history of the Yukon Party and the kinfislebacles
that occurred with some current members and sonmabmies
over the course of many Yukon Party — let's sayl#ss than
salubrious circumstances they placed the Governnunt

Yukon in — and the rebukes by the Auditor Gendta,actual
violations of the~inancial Administration Act.

That's not why we are here today. We are herenesiby,
despite that the minister opposite keeps going leackis pot-
ted version of — perhaps it's not his; perhapsliis briefing
notes; perhaps he’s reading old notes from old dinttecer-
tainly sounds like, if | go back iRlansard, | can read exactly
the same things. That's not what we're here for.hde given
us lectures, repeatedly, about using our time,thed he will
not answer a question.

So I'll try one more time. The minister made sonogne
ment with respect to increased own-source revemnesin-

thereased personal income tax and increased corpioratene

tax — well, | can actually see that he’s corredthwiespect to
personal income tax, but he’s incorrect when hes Sagrpo-
rate income tax”. So can he please explain whyalies tabout
an increase in corporate income tax, when it'sra rerease?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: You know, the Leader of the
NDP tries to come forward a little holier-than-thand talks
about negativity, takes her shots out there, aed groceeds to
ask a question.

Not a statement has come out of this NDP that yshamg
but critical and negative — this is the Official @sition. Eve-
rything they talk about has a negative context ianctitical. |
have yet to hear anything positive or constructiven option.
I mean, the Official Opposition — my assumptiorthigy are
supposed to be able to tell Yukoners what they dald. We
don't ever hear that. | mean, the Official Oppasitidoesn't
have a plan. They don’t have a clue what they walddbut
we can look back in history to see what they haseed When
we talk about debacles — here are a couple of thhem the
NDP’s recent governance.

YDC, at the time, financed the failed sawmill in &@n
Lake, and Totem Oil's presence to compete with |ldxesi-
nesses. The NDP was loaning money to a private aoynfo
compete with other businesses. To me, that's uenwdie.
Other examples of NDP failed capital projects ideliuilding
a 25-person correctional centre in Teslin thatesapty — or,
almost completely empty, except for the 20 staffmbers who
cost the taxpayers, in 1993 dollars, more than ®Da year.

The Taga Ku convention centre was another NDP tdigas
one in which they avoided the scrutiny of the Ligise and
used and lost taxpayers’ dollars to fund a comrmakr@nture
that did not even exist. Another example of NDRdgment in
regard to capital programs is the building of atersreception
centre on the Alaska Highway that did not encouraggbody

It's unfortunate that we keep having this to come to downtown Whitehorse. “We’ll just buitdip on the

highway.” Of course, a Yukon Party government hages
built the current visitors’ facility right here showntown so that
all businesses downtown can benefit from it ambitjust be a
bathroom stop on the way.

As for the answer to her direct question, after thebal
barb, is that the supplementary does not show arease in
corporate taxes, quite frankly, because it is \dffjcult in the
middle of the year to be able to calculate whattyahat will
be, simply because corporations have levers ingeiiffer-
ent credits that they can use. So it’s difficularticulate, but |
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would be confident that by the end of the year,wile see an
increase in corporate taxes for Yukoners.

With that money — along with the personal income ta
money; along with the licences and fees that aig @atop of
the money that we collect through Motor Vehicles al- of
these things together are creating our ability ntoréase our
own-source revenues by over 100 percent, whichaoaititinue
to help us deliver on all of those things. All bbse initiatives
we put forward in our platform we are deliveringegy day
while ensuring that we continue to provide anddthiat infra-
structure that is necessary for us in which totergabs, create
training opportunities and create businesses thiatately then
create more competition, which also keeps our cdstsn.
When we do that, all Yukoners are winners.

Ms. Hanson: Well, Madam Chair, interesting, but not
necessarily consistent with historical facts, lattsl move on if
we may. The lack of willingness — perhaps he ddesaht to
do it — maybe he’s not in the mood today to perfdhm role
of the Minister of Finance or Premier with respecanswering
guestions. So can we move on, Madam Chair?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: It's an honour and a privilege to
be able to stand here and speak again of the temsdelivery
of strong, prudent, responsible fiscal managementthe
Yukon Party government to continue to move forwiaraneet
the needs of Yukoners; to deliver on our platforommit-
ments.

Hon. Mr. Cathers: May | rise in general debate?

Chair: Yes, Mr. Cathers.

Hon. Mr. Cathers: Thank you. I'd just rise briefly in
general debate in the interest of allowing the lezadf the
Third Party and the Independent member time to greepo
engage in debate and ask any questions they maytavessk or
to indicate that they indeed do not wish to engaggeneral
debate at this time.

I'd like to echo the Premier's comments in notirdmat{
really it should be recognized that the supplentgregatimates
that are now before this Assembly represent a ©oation of
the good work that has been done by not only nerssand
MLAs, but also, very importantly, by officials inlggovern-
ment departments and corporations over the yeas ttte
Yukon Party has been in office. We sincerely apiptecthat
dedicated and capable service that the Yukon resdtwough
its professional public servants, and that the hjghlity ser-
vice that we do receive not only as governmentasutitizens,
certainly is reflected in the fact that the Yuk@ompared to
most of the country, has done a very effectivegbimanaging
its finances, of prudently making capital plans.

Despite that the NDP likes to forget the fact, veaére-
ceived successive reports from the Auditor Generalthe
Yukon’s finances and public accounts, where theyehadi-
cated that they accept it as being an accurategyattof the
Yukon government’s financial position without anyadjfica-

As you would understand, we have a five-year mandattions, so a clean bill of health — high praise frdme Auditor

and so it would be impossible logistically and fioglly to
deliver on everything at one time, but we continoievork to
deliver the services and programs that Yukonerst veard
Yukoners need. We're looking at new and innovathiags in
every corner of this organization.

General. That is something that, again, the Libaral NDP
members should be reminded of — that it was noagdathe
case in previous governments. The Liberals andNDE often
had notations from the Auditor General that indéeely had
not prepared the finances or the documents apptepyriat that

| stand here very proud of every man, woman andh eacpoint in time. So in fact the clean bill of heaftbm the Audi-

member of our caucus and our ministers for the, faxeellent
job they are doing in terms of delivering for Yuleos, know-
ing that they have their responsibility to delivar what we
told Yukoners we would do at the election througé mandate
letter that each of the ministers received. It weally part of
their marching orders to ensure that, working vitieir de-
partments, they would be able to deliver on alsththings this
Yukon Party committed to.

Historically, and through the past two mandatesva$,
we continue to deliver on those things that areartgmt. How
do | know that they're important? Because we aaadihg here
in our tenth year, in our third consecutive majogbvernment.
That means we are addressing the needs and corufeYk-
oners. We are concerned about all Yukoners; wearenitted
to ensuring that we aren't raising taxes. We wankdep the
money in Yukoners’ pockets because that is the agbwer. If
we can deliver our programs and services, we daw geople
to keep money in their pockets. Allowing them tokendheir
decisions about what they want to do with their syowill, in
the end, make this a stronger economy for all of us

I’'m not sure, but it seems that the opposition has-
cluded with general debate. I'm just wondering & tThird
Party or the Independent member has any questions.

Chair: Having finished with general debate on —

tor General — the comments we have received froemtim
helping us address areas where we can make flintipeove-
ments are all an important part of good governamgk recog-
nizing that we can always build on the work thatli;me and
there is always room for improvement, which we ailvays
continue to focus on.

I'm looking forward to hearing if we have any quest
coming from the Third Party or the Independent Memfor
Vuntut Gwitchin, as they typically engage in debatethis
juncture, and I'm looking forward to whatever conmtsethey
might have.

Chair: Is there any further general debate?

We are going to proceed with department review.Wille
start with Economic Development.

Committee of the Whole will recess for 15 minutdsiley
department officials are rounded up.

Recess

Chair: I will now call Committee of the Whole to or-

der.
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Department of Economic Development

Chair:
Department of Economic Development. We will staithw
general debate.

Hon. Mr. Dixon: Thank you, Madam Chair.

It's a pleasure to speak to the Department of Ecvoo
Development’s fall supplementary budget. The cadntiex
which this budget is coming forward is an intemegtone, es-
pecially given the current condition of the glolkeabnomy. As
I mentioned earlier in part of second reading spette IMF
found earlier this year that economic output wagygish in
advanced economies and relatively solid in manyrgime
markets, which was referenced earlier today byRtemier as
well.

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

INTRODUCTION OF VISITORS

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: I would like to introduce to this
House, Mr. Keith Jacobsen and little Kaitlyn, hesankid.

Applause

Hon. Mr. Dixon:
| was noting there are a number of factors in tloda econ-
omy that will have an impact on Yukon’s economythie near
and medium term. Of course, Europe continues tim laestate
of uncertainty.

The IMF noted earlier in the October outlook thasis in
the euro area remains the most obvious threattzaggrowth.
So it's obvious that the decisions by policy-makier€urope
will impact the global economy and thus impact Yulko
economy as well. The debates about austerity mesasarthe
periphery economies in the euro zone will contitaudominate
in the time ahead of us, as well as the debatetabewvilling-
ness of the German people to continue to providdifig to a
number of other economies in that area.

In the United States, of course, as | mentionetieeawe
are in an election currently — not “we”; the Amenicpeople
are in a state of election right now and are cgdtiir ballots,
literally as we speak, in some cases. That eleatiihmost
certainly have an effect on the global economy #n#éon’s
economy specifically, and | would like to outlindeav of those
items, in terms of what those effects could be urkaoh.

Of course, if Mr. Obama is re-elected in the Staiés
very likely that Mr. Bernanke will stay on with thieederal
Reserve, and another round of quantitative easiifigensue.
What is likely in that event is that the uncertgiimt the global
market will continue and gold prices will likelyse.

I know that in my discussions with a number of istveent
folks and other commodities specialists, some lymree as far
as to claim that we could see $2,000 gold withia tiext six
months, if Mr. Obama is re-elected, which would énabvious
implications for Canada and for Yukon.

If Mr. Romney is elected, he has indicated thatwaild
immediately fire Mr. Bernanke and put a halt to auantita-
tive easing in that country. As well, he also iraded that on
his very first day — he did say he would do a Ibtltongs on
his first day, so he is going to have a busy ohegiis elected.

Welcome to Keith and his new kid.

He made a lot of claims, but one of them was tleavbuld list

We are going to continue with debate on theChina as a currency manipulator, which in my hundgaion,

would be somewhat of an unnecessary provocatiorichwh
would — well, could potentially even lead to a ®adar be-
tween the United States and China, which certavoyldn’t
benefit Yukon or Canada.

China’s growth has remained strong, but it has lukael-
erating much faster. Projections of its deceleratiave been
faster than expected, so we have seen that thendefoa a
number of commodities, including some that are laké& in
Yukon, may be reduced in China.

I mentioned earlier today that the Prime Ministeron a
trade mission currently in India where he has, tlarstand,
signed a trade deal to do with the sale of uraniéiithough we
don’t have any uranium production in Yukon, Sashkeatcan
would certainly benefit from that agreement.

In Canada, of course, we have continuing growthe Th
Bank of Canada has indicated that it will contirthis year.
There are a few caveats to that, which | would paiuat.
Throughout the year, the Bank of Canada’s goverMark
Carney, has made a few suggestions and notes tad@as
that | think bear repeating in the House today. @nehat
household debt remains high in Canada and is samgetie
should be cautioned about; and two, that earliex ylar, if
members recall, the Bank of Canada governor Markn&a
noted that there is a significant amount of whatalked “dead
capital” in Canada — that is, companies that haygital. To
put it simply, | suppose, they have money in tipeickets, but
they need to get it out there and spend it. What #ifect
would have is putting that money, which is effeetwwhat he
called “dead capital”, into play.

As | discussed earlier today, any project or corgpizing
work in Yukon that intends to bring an economicjgco for-
ward in the Yukon will need capital from outside air bor-
ders — outside of the Yukon’s borders, that isthkt capital
isn’t there then we can expect a negative impadtukon.

So all this is to say that, while prospects do Igolod in
Canada and the economy certainly looks good in Yiukwere
are challenges in the global scene that will hawpaicts on
Yukon, and there are efforts that need to be tdlkeour gov-
ernment to continue to promote Yukon as a goodeptacdo
business and as an attractive place to invest. Yeijard spe-
cifically to the budget, | should note that the aement’s stra-
tegic plan focuses on a number of things: enalstrefegic and
responsible economic projects; increasing the lisnefceived
from economic projects and activities to Yukondwssinesses,
First Nations and communities; and enhancing theapsi-
tiveness of the Yukon business environment. Thisrfcial
document will further our approach to economic deveent
and is directly linked to our vision for building sustainable
and diversified economy, focusing on prosperitydibryukon-
ers.

The work of the department continues to supporsedl-
tors of Yukon’s economy. For example, Yukon is deail film-
ing location and Yukon’s Film and Sound Commissmfield-
ing several inquiries on a daily basis.
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The commission worked with Raw TV Ltd. to maximize

benefits to Yukon from the production of the reatilevision

Madam Chair, you will see that there is a relaivabdest
appropriation in this supplementary budget for Brepartment

seriesGold Rush, which is broadcast in 209 countries, includ- of Economic Development, but of course it playslweb our

ing Canada, U.S. and the U.K. | know the Memberktam-
dike will certainly be familiar with that productio

Our mining sector is thriving and the spinoff betsefor
our private sector continue to expand as miningegte ad-
vance through the various stages of explorationeld@ment
and production. The department supports a variétgnuall-
and medium-sized businesses through its fundingraros and
provides opportunities for business development anauket
expansion. For example, in partnership with the téHuorse
Chamber of Commerce, the department continues pposti
the business development program, which is asgistimumber
of Yukon businesses to substantially increase thesiness and
export revenues. The department also delivers ol ry ukon
business advisory outreach program in seven Yukomuuni-
ties. Approximately 120 businesses have accessegrtgram
since it was initiated in 2005, and these are enfew exam-
ples of progress we are making as we continue itd bupros-
perous and diverse Yukon economy by creating astefimg
development opportunities.

Speaking of some of the activities of the departimlewas
remiss in not introducing the staff from the Depeeht of Eco-
nomic Development, who are here today with us: Kava-
son, who is Director of Finance, | believe, andpn Rose as
well — or, just “Steve”, as Val likes to point out.

activities on a number of fronts that seek to bgpttw and di-
versify Yukon’s economy.

While I've mentioned a few of the factors and featuof
the global economy that will continue to influenebat goes
on in Yukon, we do remain optimistic that the predgs for
Yukon’s economy are looking good and will contintee be
strong. We've seen over the years a significantnecuc
growth in the territory. | believe it has been eigbnsecutive
years of positive GDP growth, as well as eightioerconsecu-
tive years of positive population growth. Those altepositive
indicators of a strong economy. Of course, theeechallenges
that lie ahead, and we’ll have to continue to kglamt in our
efforts to develop Yukon’s economy.

We are furthering the mandate and objectives ofQlke
partment of Economic Development through our qéesbur
2012-13 supplementary budget. The objectives of¥apart-
ment of Economic Development include the contindedel-
opment of a sustainable and competitive Yukon econthat
will enrich the quality of life for all Yukoners.He department
continues to pursue economic initiatives with aretlavision of
prosperity, partnerships and innovation. The depant is also
committed to forging partnerships with First Nasom the
economic development of the territory. The Governimef
Yukon continues to strive for a prosperous Yukaat thcludes

As well, in the Yukon Film and Sound Commission wethe capture of external investments, capitalizimgoar geo-

have a new commissioner, who was hired recently lana-
ven't had the chance to meet yet, unfortunatelyws8dl have
to schedule a meeting with her very soon.

To continue, in the operation and maintenance gfatttis
budget item, you will see that this budget seeksr@ml for
revote dollars that support projects with time fesnhat carry
over from the last fiscal year into this fiscal ye& number of
funding programs and projects have third-party KGbation
agreements that were approved in 2011-12, but weable to
be completed by fiscal year-end.

We are asking for revote dollars for the departieap-
eration and maintenance budget in the amount ohibn for
the following programs and projects: the regionabr®mic
development fund, community development fund, ¢mise
trade fund, strategic industries development fufidy and
sound incentive program, Yukon Cold Climate InnaCen-
tre, the sector strategic plan for the Yukon Infation Tech-
nology Industry Society, and the visual arts sggatéor the
Yukon Art Society. The e-commerce project for trmu@cil of
Yukon First Nations, a northern strategy proje¢soarepre-
sents revote dollars, as do carryover projects timecommu-
nity access program.

On the capital side of the budget, the budget reigue to-
tal expenditure increase of $124,000. This includesimit-
ments under the Dana Naye Ventures business dewefdp
program of $43,000, and a revote of $81,000 forch@mu-
nity development trust Yukon entrepreneur suppmgmm in
support of training and assistance to businessésdariduals
in the early planning stages of their business.

graphic proximity to Pacific Rim markets.

The Department of Economic Development looks fodvar
to contributing its part, and working with many {ers as we
collectively move forward toward an even more psysps
Yukon.

As | note, the proximity of Yukon to the PacificrRimar-
kets — | should of course note that | did mentidnn@ and
India — but | should note that there are a numtbenarkets in
Asia that we've been considering in our effortsattract in-
vestment to the territory. The Premier mentionatidnand | of
course mentioned India as well. There’s a belief thdia is in
a bit of a state of change when it comes to itsien0ty’s inter-
est in the kind of activities and resources that arailable in
Yukon. For instance, the understanding in Indiaatfjust gold
projects, but multi-stage gold projects, where ehisra greater
understanding of the exploration and developmemtsed as
much as the production phases. | think India isetbing we
should keep our eye on as a department and aseangoent.
South Korea is also a potential market that we w@ysider
reaching out to for investment.

I know the Member for Vuntut Gwitchin has been a-pa
sionate advocate of South Korea and investmenttbeeyears,
and | can tell that he’s very glad to see that #cknowledging
that South Korea is an important potential marketYukon.
So I'll be sure to keep him abreast of those isspesifically
related to investment from South Korea.

Europe, despite its upheaval — there still is aofgbrivate
capital in Europe that's available. As | said earlwe remain
focused on Europe as a potential investment atbraetrea. As
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| noted earlier, | had the chance to attend theriational Pre-
cious Metals and Commodities Show in Munich on wheek-
end. It was a brief attendance, but it was positiveceived,
and | think it's believed by some of the compartieat were
involved that it could result in some positive istraent pros-
pects for Yukon.

So with that, | know that my time is elapsing, swiill
wrap up. As | said, the department does remainsiedwon —
remain very focused — sorry. I'm still recoverimgr the jet
lag, I think, from the trip.

The department remains focused on the initiatigssout-
lined here. | look forward to discussing this s@mpéntary
budget with members opposite. | know they had achdo be
briefed on the contents of the supplementary budgelier
today, so I'm sure they'll have some very speciigestions
that I'd be happy to get into now.

Ms. Stick: I'd like to thank the minister for his global
outlook on the world. | would also like to thanletbfficials for
their briefing this morning. It was helpful. We lawnot had
much time to prepare, given that we were just gives infor-
mation this morning. But | would like to bring iabk down,
away from the global and the really giant pictuned talk a bit
more about what individual Yukoners and businessescon-
cerned about these days.

This fall, we experienced a power outage and cetiph
outage that had an economic impact on this teyrittrcer-
tainly did on small businesses, where people weeble to use
debit or credit machines, were not able to call evar mind
the safety issues of not having access to fireobce or ambu-
lance.

Telecommunications infrastructure is critical te tfunc-
tioning of our economy, whether you are a smaliifess or a
large business for that matter. Without that acteste outer
world, without being able to make financial trangats, it has
an impact. This outage also reminds us of the geessgtonsibil-
ity held by the sole telecommunication provider foe terri-
tory and of how much we are at their mercy — oiirthbility
to provide consistent service in all situations, 8bat | would
like to ask the minister at this point is whethe&oBomic De-
velopment is looking at our telecommunication vuimlity
and how it impacts our economy, how it impacts vidiial
businesses, small businesses and large. I'm suggeit im-
pacted mines. We didn’t hear so much about thatweucer-
tainly did hear from the small businesses andrnbeiduals on
the street.

Some Hon. Member:

Chair:

(Inaudible)
Ms. Hanson, on a point of order.

INTRODUCTION OF VISITORS

Ms. Hanson: I would just like to introduce Linda
Bonnefoy from the Yukon Civil Liberties Association

Applause

Hon. Mr. Dixon:
opposite for the question. It's a good one; it'same think
about on a regular basis. Telecommunications itrfrefire in
Yukon is indeed very important for Yukon’s economynot to

mention important to our economy, but it's a dynasituation

right now. It's a very unique one that | would like speak
about. But first of all, I will address specificallhe outage the
member opposite noted. | would note that we arerewad

received correspondence from Northwestel aboutdbtztge in
service and were provided with somewhat of an ewgilan —

| believe it was published in the paper, as walliawhat hap-
pened and what their explanation was — but we icdytap-

preciate that when we are faced with our curretatipn of

having Northwestel as the monopoly and sole proviafea

number of services, it does come with some risk sohe

challenges. Our relationship with Northwestel haerbfairly

good over the years; we've been able to work whittnt on a
number of fronts — in some cases to bring servicesommu-

nities that wouldn’t otherwise receive them — biitcourse

there have been some challenges and they wereneeidd

think in the member’s comments.

On September 19, as we know, at approximately 11:30
p.m. a commercial power failure occurred in Whitesteothat
resulted in the loss of all services including loaad long dis-
tance telephone, enterprise data services, Inteandt Bell
wireless services. Services routed through Whitshowrere
also impacted, including long distance servicesukon, satel-
lite enterprise data services, Internet serviced hatitude
Wireless services. Local calling continued to fiumetin the
communities. As a result of the power failure, natacompo-
nents had to be replaced and a number of systemeseffiles
were corrupted. Some community residents repohtedriter-
net outage lasted for several days.

I would also note in response to the member’'s conime
about the mines — she inquired if there was aneisgith the
mines as well. My understanding from most advareqiora-
tion projects, as well as the producing mineshét they tend
to have their own specific satellite system thaprigbably in-
stalled by any number of possible local contragtbrg Total
North Communications come to mind as one particelam-
ple of a company that provides those serviceswioald offer
a backup for this kind of event.

While we know that small businesses certainly drehle
to have their own backup systems, large companigsapects
like a mine may indeed have a backup system. It cay that
authoritatively, but that's my answer for the membpposite
about the mines — at this point.

Of course, as | said earlier, Northwestel issudeltar of
apology to the Premier, indicating the completidériheir own
investigation into the outage and the steps takesnsure this
type of failure would not happen in the future. IAsaid, | be-
lieve those were full-page ads taken out by Nor#telein the
newspapers. Northwestel has informed Governmemntubn
that they are taking several measures to ensurailarsfailure
does not reoccur. They include the following: Whiese's
central electrical system powering Northwestel'snoek was
modified to ensure it can handle an elevated pdeat, which

Thank you. Thanks to the member was determined to be at the root of the cause efature at

Northwestel; auditing of the complete power infrasture at
Northwestel's central office in Whitehorse to erstlrere is no
weakness in the system; and developing a plan cerdealize
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equipment so not all telecommunications servicesilavdoe
impacted if the central office in Whitehorse logesver and
both backup systems failed. So, while we are segimge ac-
tions taken by Northwestel, as | said, there amumber of
issues that can occur, and while there are somediesbeing
proposed by Northwestel for this specific one, ¢hisr always
the possibility of something else happening thatrevenot
aware of today — that we can'’t predict.

So | would say that it is a focus of the DepartmarEco-
nomic Development to consider telecommunicatiofragtruc-
ture in the territory. We know that we’re connectgda — |
think it's literally a very fine cord to the soutvhen it comes to
our fibre link. As a number of folks have noted dref those
fibre links tend to be magnets for backhoes ingbeth — in
British Columbia and other places. It seems thatregilarly
hear about some random highway work being doneawddn
Creek or Fort St. John that results in a territeigle outage of
our services, which, of course, is an untenablesidn in the
long run.

There are a few options that have been discussedtog
years. Of course, we know Northwest Territories pragposed
a project that would see a fibre link put down tMackenzie
Valley. | don't know about the feasibility of thptoject or not.
It's not my place to comment on Northwest Terriégstiproject,
but | would say that if they were to go forward twéuch a pro-
ject, as they have indicated they're interesteddaing, we
would be very interested in seeing how we could iom the
work we do with a project like that.

Another possibility that has been discussed — akbiv
that one private company even went to a fairlydagree to
determine the feasibility of it — was the possthilof linking
fibre cable to our neighbours in Alaska vis-a-vie@way. That
would entail an underground cable going from Skagwathe
port — to Juneau by way of underwater fibre linls you can
imagine, Madam Chair, it would be a fairly compendeavour
that would be fairly costly as well.

The possibility of either of those major infrastwe pro-
jects going forward would depend on a number aofigki It
would depend on, of course, there being a privattos com-
pany willing to undertake the activities. It woybdobably de-
pend on other jurisdictions, like Alaska or Nortlsiv@errito-
ries, working with us and providing some amounfufding,
in terms of their own project, whether it is the dWanzie Val-
ley project or a Skagway project. It's not the kiofdthing we
would see government doing on its own, but we’terigsted
and we're actively surveying the various optionatthare out
there.

On a different note, and certainly a less feasiiée, |
would like to mention to the House that there @ject going
forward — at least being proposed to go forwardhat tvould
see fibre go through the Northwest Passage fronanldap
Europe, which is an interesting project. The scoijphe activ-
ity would be immense. | can only imagine how onsr@und
difficult a task it would be to lay fibre along $ua long and
fairly arduous route. Of course, as | mentioned, ¢hnsidera-
tion we have given to the project with Alaska — @fiwould
see fibre underwater from Skagway to Juneau —dtwate is

fairly intimidating, let alone a project of suchnigh in the
Northwest Passage.

So, | guess, to answer the member’s question,wesre
looking at a number of options around telecommuitoa
infrastructure. We're working with not only the yate sector,
but other jurisdictions facing similar issues amd, course,
working with — in the case of the current monopely
Northwestel.

Taking a bit of a different note, as | said, thgsai fairly
dynamic situation. The reason for that is becausarmaber of
decisions have been made by the CRTC, the regubteuch
things in the Yukon and in Canada, which have tagame —
| don’'t want to say “uncertainty” because that laabit of a
negative connotation — questions about the waytélatom-
munications are provided in Yukon. | think they Banaised
some very interesting questions and ones that we baen
very interested to see and are very intereste@éohew they
are answered by Northwestel.

The original decision, prior to the bigger one —ydfu’ll
indulge me here for a second — which was for a knaat
increase, resulted in CRTC requesting of Northwesteod-
ernization plan, which became fairly well publidizas North-
westel had developed it, and sought some sort bfipen-
dorsement for it. They had a fairly aggressive rmedimpaign,
which saw their president and CEO do a number wfriater-
views and articles in the paper. Of course, on¢hefissues
with it was they had asked to tie their modern@afplan to an
event that was occurring in Canada, which was thehase of
Astral Media, which was a Quebec-based media compan
Bell — or, Bell's owner, BCE.

The interesting thing of that component was that thas a
very massive media purchase, which garnered a fisigni
public interest at the national level. It was delan Ottawa. It
was debated across the country. Ultimately, thesidet was
taken by the CRTC to not allow BCE to purchase #isffhe
result of that was that Northwestel had to giveoasiderable
reconsideration — a considerable re-look, | gusggabably a
better term — at their modernization plan. Origipatheir
modernization plan included — | believe it was $#@lion
that they had proposed to receive from the purchéadstral
by BCE through a mechanism, which is required tghoour
national laws for media purchases, and that isnsuee that
there is a net public good that comes with thests s sales.
So that would have seen BCE transfer some of theesnthey
had — a percentage of the purchase value of Agiral fund
that would fund projects in the public good. Nor#stel pro-
posed that some of that money go toward infragirecin the
north. | know that the NDP, as well as other Yuksnero-
vided some input to CRTC through letters, which \wasght
by the CRTC.

Of course, as | said, that Astral purchase by Bel$ re-
jected for a number of reasons, which | don’t needet into,
but | assume chief on the minds of the CRTC wasvdrécal
integration of the media system in Canada, but é&mbers
wish to follow that up at all, I'm sure that deasiand the ba-
sis for the decision is all available on-line oadable publicly
by other means.
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The important thing for Yukon was that Northwedtad
to reconsider their modernization plan or at lehstone they
proposed initially. So my understanding at thisnpas they're
in the process now of doing that reconsideratioredfafting a
somewhat truncated modernization plan with a sona¢wé-
duced amount — somewhat less ambitious plan — cosdpa
to their original one. They'll be presenting itdsame to gov-
ernment and to Yukoners when it's available or wiies
ready.

Another interesting activity that's going on — ahthen-
tion that it's directly relevant to this budget s-the work be-
ing done by the Department of Economic Developnweiti
the YITIS — the Yukon Information Technology IndysSo-
ciety. They are developing a sector-strategic jplasically for
the ICT industry in Yukon. While Northwestel gara¢ne most
attention for sure, there are a number of smadlerise provid-
ers in the territory on a spectrum of ICT issudsirk the work
that’s being done by that society in conjunctiothwthe De-
partment of Economic Development will net some vprg-
ductive recommendations and some good guidanceydor
ernment to take forward in developing that secfathe econ-
omy.

So, | think what I've tried to demonstrate her¢hiat there
are a number of issues going on in the telecommatioits
infrastructure. They range from very broad consitiens of
the CRTC — to be frank, the CRTC is looking faiHgrd at
Northwestel across the north. There is, of coussene work
being done by the territorial government in Yukatlgng with
industry, to determine how best for industry toqared.

All of this provides a fairly dynamic scenario irhigh |
see this industry going forward. So, as | saidrehare infra-
structure issues, there are regulatory issuestivfCRTC and
there are industry issues. | think that should gl®wa good
snhapshot for the member with regard to her questimut tele-
communications and telecommunications infrastr@ciar the
Yukon.

Ms. Stick:
where. There was a lot of information there thatkn’t neces-
sarily looking for, but it brought up a number ¢fer questions
that | think I'd like to follow up on since they weeraised here.

To be clear, as the Official Opposition, the NDPpsurts
this Internet connectivity. It's important to ouoromunities,
it's important to individuals and it's important tmusiness in
the Yukon. The NDP did give conditional supportNorth-
westel in their application when they went forwarthder-
standing that we would see some modernization aoie rac-
cess to those services throughout the Yukon, teattmuni-
ties.

You just have to stand at the airport and watcHaaep
come in. People come off and turn their cellphamesnd real-
ize they don’t have anything. There is no callimyane. If it's
like anyone else, my cellphone has all of my phoombers.
It's not up here any more like it used to be. Thas$ to be not
good for those individuals coming here on busiresgolitical
business or government business — whatever. Teuyit off
the plane and realize they don’t have any conniégtiThey
come into my store and ask if they can use the @hbecause

| think | heard an answer in there some-

they don’t have any other way — part of the probleeing
there are not actually a lot of payphones out tber¢he streets
any more either. So it’s interesting.

We did support it; we looked forward to it, hopitiat our
communities, individuals and businesses would hbeter,
more consistent access and not be at risk of thgstems go-
ing down.

More and more in this day and age, people don’eharnd
lines. None of my kids have land lines; everybodg fa cell-
phone. It's easier to get than a landline. Unfaately, they pay
some of the highest rates. The prices that indalglare asked
to pay — contracts of up to three years with no-buts and
that type of thing — are costly, but the pricespeg for long-
distance and for our cellphone service is beyontpaoe to
other countries. | think that’'s something that reeexdbe looked
at; it's important. But, most importantly, | thirtke Internet
connectivity is important for the communities arat tmall
businesses, because without that, we’re not albleach out to
sell our goods in other places and manage our dinhtransac-
tions as more and more people go with credit cardb debit
cards. They're not using cash to do their business.

In light of the time | would like to move that tiihair re-
port progress.

Chair: It has been moved by Ms. Stick that the Chair
report progress.

Motion agreed to

Hon. Mr. Cathers: Madam Chair, | move that the
Speaker do now resume the Chair.

Chair: It has been moved by Mr. Cathers that the
Speaker do now resume the Chair.

Motion agreed to

Spoeaker resumes the Chair

Speaker: | will now call the House to order.
May the House have a report from the Chair of Cottemi
of the Whole?

Chair’s report

Ms. McLeod: Committee of the Whole has consid-
ered Bill No. 7, entitledSecond Appropriation Act, 2012-13,
and directed me to report progress on it.

Speaker:  You have heard the report from the Chair of
Committee of the Whole. Are you agreed?

Some Hon. Members:  Agreed.

Speaker: | declare the report carried.

Hon. Mr. Cathers: I move that the House do now ad-
journ.

Speaker: It has been moved by the Government House

Leader that the House do now adjourn.
Motion agreed to

Speaker:
tomorrow.

This House stands adjourned until 1:00 p.m.

The House adjourned at 5:30 p.m.



