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Yukon Legislative Assembly
Whitehorse, Yukon
Wednesday, November 7, 2012 — 1:00 p.m.

Speaker: I will now call the House to order. We will
proceed at this time with prayers.

Prayers

INTRODUCTION OF PAGES

Speaker:
page to the House. He is William Sternbergh fronmté?cCreek
Secondary School. I'd like all the members to welechim to
the House at this time. He missed out on the Iritéaning, so
today is his first day. Give him a little slack.

Applause

DAILY ROUTINE

Speaker:
Paper.
Tributes.

TRIBUTES

In recognition of Remembrance Day

Speaker:
to Remembrance Day, this Sunday, when we will athgr at
the Canada Games Centre inside, out of the cole flags will
be marched in, followed by the RCMP in their Redg8ethe
army and air force cadets, then the current semiegbers of
the Canadian Armed Forces and Rangers. Last teeasiil be
the Legion members and the veterans. Not all Legiembers
are veterans and not all veterans are Legion member

The number of veterans this year is again smdian tast
year. The end of World War Il was 67 years ago. Kbeean

War ended a mere 59 years ago. Those who came amame

getting on in age and so they should. Sadly, | kebfive vet-
erans who have passed away this year. | also khere were
others, but | don't have their names, and for ttzgdologize.

Bill Skea served in the navy and was a piper with Mid-
night Sun Pipe Band. Fred Thompson was in the infeand a
truck driver with White Pass. Barney Roberge seraefilll
career with the navy, better known here as the orsense
manager of the 98 Hotel. Bill Ford was a tankewisgr with
the Royal Canadian Army Service Corpad will be remem-
bered for his love of hockey, which he played ihis 80s.
Noreen McLennan voluntarily joined the Canadian V&aim
Army Corps. Originally from Arnprior, Ontario — jusvest of
Ottawa — she moved to Yukon in 1956 and workedtifer
army here and then the Department of Public Works.

Not all of these veterans served overseas, fakig a lot
of Force members to support one soldier in thed fistom
training new recruits, ordering and shipping sugmliorganiz-
ing and transporting units inside and outside ofddk, keep-
ing records of what is happening and even releasaidiers
back to civilian life. There are many jobs that chée be done
and all are part of the collective effort and dd hessen the
importance of their work, nor their commitment.

We will proceed at this time with the Order

| knew all of these veterans, some better thanrsti#dl of
them were fiercely proud of their service to Canadd even
prouder to be called “Yukoners.” We should all bartkful for
their service to Canada and what they gave indallguto
Yukon.

Around Thanksgiving several years ago, a gradeaéhier
asked the students what they were thankful for.eNiois
granddaughter, Shea — who is actually with us todaye-
sponded that she was thankful that her grandmaticlert get
hurt when she won the war. We all had a lot of keugver that

It gives me great pleasure to introduce a newand Noreen never tired of telling the story. Big true that

every veteran should be looked at as individualigning the
war; collectively they did it.

| am very pleased to introduce some of Noreen’silfam
and friends who are with us in the gallery todagatther Hier-
lihy, Tim Hierlihy, Tavis Hierlihy, Bryce HierlihyShea Hier-
lihy, Nicki Simcoe, Terry Neis and Pam Cotton. Wite to
our House. We thank all of the veterans for theiviee, not
just to Canada but also to the Yukon.

Applause

In recognition of Farmer of the Year, 2012
Hon. Mr. Cathers: Today | rise to pay tribute to
Yukon’s 2012 Farmers of the Year on behalf of treseémbly.

This is the week of remembrance leading upIt's a pleasure this year to recognize the veryedesg recipi-

ents: Steve and Bonnie MacKenzie-Grieve. As MimisfeEn-
ergy, Mines and Resources and as MLA for Lake Lgdeit
was my pleasure to present them with this awarthenweek-
end. Steve and Bonnie are the owners and operafotise
Yukon Grain Farm, located in my constituency of &aka-
berge on the Mayo Road or the north Klondike Higives the
Department of Highways and Public Works would redeit.

Steve and Bonnie exemplify dedication and a paskion
continuing to expand their venture in new and dveatvays.
They also have employed a number of other Yukoimetiseir
farming operation.

The name is Yukon Grain Farm, but they are bettemin
by many people for their potatoes, which have becmery
visible in Yukon stores, and for other productsluding car-
rots, beets and broccoli. They demonstrate anestdn be-
coming involved and working with the community aticby
strive to always improve their operation. They weoeninated
and subsequently chosen as 2012 Farmers of thefdfesev-
eral significant reasons that make them stand out.

To begin with, this year they worked with two Wiitese
schools on From the Ground Up, a healthy choicelraiser.
This promotion, initiated through the health proimotunit of
Health and Social Services, was very successfuvaslposi-
tive for all involved. The initiative involved selly boxes of
fresh Yukon Grain Farm vegetables as a fundraisertife
schools. It showed youth and their families the ongnce of
supporting local farmers, raised awareness of |émwadl pro-
duction, and promoted health and healthy eatindniwithe
community.

In the words of one nominator, Steve and Bonnieewer
willing to make it work and ensured that all ordersre filled.
They are diligent in their attention to detail astdve for the
very best products they give out to the commuriityey have
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very high expectations for their produce and onigvjie top
quality. This was apparent in the vegetables theyided for
the healthy choice fundraiser campaign.

Another notable initiative for 2012 for the Yukorrah
Farm was the implementation of the Canada GoodcAtjtiral
Practices program, developed by the Canadian Hitdial
Council. This was the first for any Yukon farm.

The GAP program is an on-farm food safety program f
companies that produce, pack and store fruits getables on
the farm. To become certified in the program, aifanust train
staff, document procedures and follow a rigorousahd analy-
sis approach. The processes are audited by a gty who
visits the farm, reviews the record, inspects #wlifies, inter-
views staff and assesses compliance to the program.

The program provides customers with the assuramae t
the products they receive are safe and attestdootigoing
FoodSafe operation of the business. It is a tinmeseming and
expensive program to implement, but provides comsamwith
peace of mind that they are receiving safe, hegtbguce, and
GAP is an added incentive to do business with amdhase
products from the Yukon Grain Farm.

Perhaps most notably and most impressive for 281Rait
we saw increased prominence in the display of Yu&wain
Farm products in local stores, including the carrathich were
very visible upon entering local supermarkets ttaiar, adding
to the potatoes, which were also very visible. Wisateally
notable about that is that this is prime retailcgp#or the local
supermarkets. Stores do not give up prime retakcspo a
product unless they believe that product will attreustomers
and make them money. What we have seen and heard fr
grocery stores is that, in fact, the dollar-pertfad display
space provided in relation to the products’ retilmay get was
the highest for Steve and Bonnie’s products of ahyheir
elements within the store in their prime displagesn

So Yukon Grain Farm delivers a quality product daia
price. Consumers from all over the Yukon and beygadnto
these stores, see Yukon produce featured promjnemttl,
upon getting it home, | think anyone in this Assgmivho are
listening and purchased their products, will agies they're
very high quality vegetables and that the carroés far and
away, the best carrots you have ever purchaseleirstiper-
market. Consumers that have never been to a fasmmaiket
see in the grocery store the Yukon produce anapipertunity
to purchase locally grown food, so the leaderslifhe Yukon
Grain Farm and Steve and Bonnie does a lot for idkomers
and the Yukon agricultural sector as a whole irsing the
product, increasing the production of local foogndicantly,
and making it available to more Yukoners to purehas

So, again, | am very pleased and proud to commézeeS
and Bonnie MacKenzie-Grieve for receiving the 20iikon
Farmer of the Year award, and to thank them vargeskly for
the significant contribution they have made to Yulkagricul-
ture each and every year since beginning operafioank you.

Mr. Chair, if I may, | would ask all members to weme
Steve and Bonnie to the gallery.

Applause

Speaker:  Are there any further tributes?
Introduction of visitors.

INTRODUCTION OF VISITORS

Mr. Tredger: I'd like to introduce a friend and former
neighbour from Pelly Crossing. He's a Quest musdtrewn
for his care of his dogs, and he and his wife, Arare now
owners/operators of Muktuk Kennels. I'd like to roduce
Frank Turner to the gallery.

Applause

Speaker:
tors?
Are there any returns or documents for tabling?

TABLING RETURNS AND DOCUMENTS

Hon. Mr. Dixon: | have for tabling today thg€ukon
Government Climate Change Action Plan, Septembdr 20
Progress Report

Are there any further introductions of visi-

Mr. Tredger: | have for tabling the following docu-
ment:ldentifying Health Concerns relating to oil & gaswkl-
opment in northeastern B.C.: human health risk sssent —
phase 1 reporthat is prepared by the Fraser Basin Council to
the B.C. Ministry of Health.

Mr. Elias: | have for tabling today a handwritten letter
sent to the Arctic Winter Games organizing comraiténd it's
regarding the sled dog competition inclusion itite 2016 Arc-
tic Winter Games. It is signed by the living legeretank
Turner.

| also have for tabling a document from the Unigtdtes
House of Representatives Committee on Energy aneh-Co
merce — Minority Staff, dated April 2011, and itegarding
chemicals used in hydraulic fracturing.

Speaker:  Are there any reports of committees?
Are there any petitions for presentation?

Are there any bills to be introduced?

Are there any notices of motion?

NOTICES OF MOTION

Ms. McLeod: | give notice of the following motion:

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon, in
keeping with the commitments outlined in its 201&cton
platform, to implement initiatives and actions emuamg from
the “Our Towns, Our Future” review that included fittdings
in relation to the following 18 themes:

(1) Yukon Government and Municipal Relations;

(2) First Nation and Municipal Relations;

(3) Regionalization and Governance;

(4) Municipal ActReview Process;

(5) Community Development Teams;

(6) Municipal Sustainability Indicators;

(7) Climate Change Adaptation;

(8) Yukon Municipal Resources Website;

(9) Provision of Local Services;
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(10) Municipal Infrastructure Deficit and Asset Maye-
ment;

(11) Revenue Generation;

(12) Lot Development and Land Availability;

(13) Comprehensive Municipal Grant;

(14) Increasing Cost and Burden of Regulations;

(15) Impacts of Peripheral Residents, Businessas, |
dustries on Municipal Services;

(16) Energy Costs;

(17) Employee Recruitment and Retention; and

(18) Training: Building Local Capacity.

| give notice of the following motion:

THAT this House urges the Department of Energy, édin
and Resources, Land Planning branch, to contirueedently
expanded efforts on local area planning and zohingontinu-
ing to work with residents on initiatives, includin

(1) Fox Lake Local Area Plan;

(2) Carcross Local Area Plan;

(3) West Dawson Sunnydale Local Area Plan;

(4) Marsh Lake Local Area Plan;

(5) Mayo Road Zoning Amendments; and

(6) Mount Lorne Zoning Amendments.

Mr. Hassard:
motion:

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon to-co
tinue working with Yukon citizens living outside cbmmuni-
ties by addressing their needs and priorities,uitiolg local
area planning and infrastructure development.

| rise to give notice of the following

| also give notice of the following motion:

THAT this House urges the Government of Canadanto i
plement a successor program to the seven-year, [$iéh
Building Canada fund that was established under 20@7
Building Canada plan, due to expire in 2014, thetdid on a
cost-sharing basis national, regional and locabrjties and
support projects designed to deliver results ireg¢hareas of
national importance; namely, a stronger economyeaner
environment, and strong and prosperous communities.

| also give notice of the following motion:

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon to-co
tinue to work with municipalities and local advigaouncils to
address the needs and priorities of citizens livimgYukon
communities.

Ms. Stick: | give notice of the following motion:

THAT this House urges the Yukon government to nevie
the Yukon supplementary allowance with a view to:

(1) increasing the amount of the allowance to altewipi-
ents to meet their needs; and

(2) indexing the allowance to the consumer priceinso
that recipients do not fall behind.

Mr. Silver:
tion:

| rise to give notice of the following mo-

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon takvo
with Northern Cross and the Yukon Conservation &gcio
increase awareness about the Yukon’s oil and gasiry.

Speaker: Is there a statement by a minister?
This brings us to Question Period.

QUESTION PERIOD

Question re: Access to Information and Protection of
Privacy Act amendments

Ms. Stick: Yesterday, we heard the Minister of High-
ways and Public Works say that changes to Yukéwesess to
Information and Protection of Privacy Atd keep more gov-
ernment information secret would bring us to thedte of the
pack. I'd like to hope that this government striteshe more
than just average. In fact, there’s no reason whkori
shouldn’t lead the pack when it comes to open aamusparent
government and access to information.

The fact that Alberta and Newfoundland and Labrador
have weaker access to information laws is no reasareaken
the laws in the Yukon. So | ask the minister agaill the
government stop its plan to strip Yukoners of trd@mocratic
rights and withdraw the proposed changes toAtbeess to In-
formation and Protection of Privacy Att

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: Let's not forget that the ATIPP
act is theAccess to Information and Protection of Privacy,Act
not just access to information. | thank the mendgpgosite for
the question again. I'm not sure what they’re nmgsrom the
answer, but I'll take this opportunity to repeatsal.

Let us not lose sight of the fact it was a YukomtyPgov-
ernment that first introduced the ATIPP act, na tDP or
Liberals. The purpose of the proposed amendmerits lising
clarity to the section of the act where there icauntainty.
These amendments will serve to balance the publightt to
information against the public’s right to the piciten of pri-
vacy. These proposed amendments help ensure thHainu
ATIPP act works as intended and is consistent thighlegisla-
tion in other Canadian jurisdictions.

Ms. Stick: In these amendments, we are seeing an at-
tack on, or shrouding of secrecy of the governnseimforma-
tion. Our democratic institutions belong to the peoand are
responsible to the people. We should make goverhimesi-
ness more public by proactively disclosing docurmetd in-
formation, not shrouding government in secrecy. 'Déake
our word for it.

Tyler Summers ofbemocracy Watchasd, and | quote:
“So in preventing Yukoners in this situation froracassing
this information, it’s stripping people of theirmecratic rights,
and that's a regressive step. It's backwards. Véelshbe mov-
ing forwards.”

Again, will this government stop its plan to restgpublic
access to information, go back to the drawing boeacssult
widely and propose a bill to increase informatiacess, in-
stead of restricting it?

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: | thank the member opposite for
the question. Let's not lose sight of the fact thatvas this
Yukon Party that brought forward the ATIPP act. W some
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amendments to the act for the inclusion of indgtihg such as
Yukon College, Yukon Hospital Corporation, and Yok&n-
ergy Corporation. But still, the ATIPP act is afoimation and
protection of privacy act. The purpose of the psggbamend-
ments is to clarify in the section of the act whtrere’s some
uncertainty and to ensure that Yukon’s ATIPP actksoas
intended and is consistent with legislation in ofaesdictions.

Ms. Stick:
from what the Yukon Party would have us believe;, gov-
ernment has been functioning just fine for thess p8 years.
They've provided no evidence that these changeseeded.

He can reference changes made in 2009 all he wigts;
reality today, here in 2012, is that the Yukon goweent is
attacking our democracy. This bill is a sign theg government
is out of touch and thinks it should be above scyutEither
that, or there’s something to hide.

Will the minister tell this House what his govermmhés
trying to hide from Yukoners through this attackaur democ-
racy?

Hon. Mr. Istchenko:
formation is there, but also the protection of ady. | said that
earlier — not just the access to information.

| alluded to this earlier and I'm going to alludethe same
thing: this ensures that Yukon’'s ATIPP act worksiraended
and is consistent with legislation in other Canadijarisdic-
tions. This is to balance the public’s right to dmhation
against the public’s right to protection of privadye proposed
amendments will bring clarity to this section oéthct where
there are some uncertainties. | thank the membpo%ie for
the question.

Question re:  Hydraulic fracturing

Mr. Tredger:
Energy announced it had acquired control of theaKetlee
gas project in the Liard River Basin. AccordingBbL Over-
seas Energy, this will give them, and | quote: “aothold ...
The Kotaneelee gas field, with its conventional angortant
unconventional resource development opportunities.”

The primary method of extracting unconventional gas
serves is through fracking, plain and simple. Witis one
company expressing interest now in unconventioaal ig the
Liard Basin, will the minister commit to a full plib discus-
sion on fracking before more companies apply tokPa

Hon. Mr. Cathers:
ber, as | did yesterday: the Member for Mayo-Tatchansis-
tently stands up and paints a picture that suggleatsomehow
someone is imminently applying to do hydraulic faaing in
the Yukon and he paints this as something thagiig snuch to
be feared.

Aside from the fact that this an activity that oxcacross
the country in jurisdictions with oil and gas regfibns and
aside from the fact that the very work in New Bmuitk the
member was referring to yesterday recommended stgain
moratorium on hydraulic fracturing, but rather fmvernment
to take the appropriate steps to ensure that it effectively
managed, what again | will remind the member dhat, con-
trary to his repeated assertions, this is not amiimant pros-
pect.

It is a good act; | don't dispute that. But

Mr. Speaker, the access to in-

Mr. Speaker, in July, EFL Overseas

Again, | have to remind the mem-

The earliest that someone would be looking at daing
which would be something that is not a certaintythat be-
cause someone asks to do something, they are dlltmaao it.
It would be years down the road. So, again, the bezrshould
be a little less alarmist and spend a little moreetresearching
facts.

Mr. Tredger: For the record, the article | referred to
did not make mention one way or the other on whetiere
should or should not be fracking going ahead in NBswns-
wick. They just gave the information.

We know that EFL Overseas Energy is not going aokr
the Liard Basin next week, but they and other cargsaare
starting to spend large amounts of money. To mdaaspto
secure future investment in the Liard Basin anceotrarts of
the Yukon, they will want to frack in the not-togstant future.

Will the minister explain why he is opposed to ttiea of
a public consultation on the issue of fracking,osifion sup-
ported both by YCS and Northern Cross?

Hon. Mr. Cathers: Again, what | have to remind the
member is the member has consistently been vemnaia
around the entire oil and gas industry.

I have to remind the House again that the Member fo
Mayo-Tatchun is the same member who stood up dentig
while the review of the request for rights of ofldagas in the
Whitehorse Trough was going on and consistently ¥ikon-
ers that government had decided to issue the righisy knew
that was going to happen when, in fact, as | s@ichfday one,
government considered there to be three optionsylooh we
wanted public input: all of the areas, some ofdheas or none
of the areas. We listened to the public; we chasgerof the
areas.

In the case of hydraulic fracturing, | would agagmind
the member that the same reports he likes to oilea@k about
— the work that was done in New Brunswick — thewéa
reviewed it. The recommendation in New Brunswickswa
against a moratorium, but rather to safely regulageactivity. |
would point out, specifically to the point of Noettm Cross and
the Yukon Conservation Society, that we welcome létter
received from them. We look forward to hearing ménan
them about what they would suggest government ghdallto
foster and inform public dialogue about the oil aya indus-
try, and we very much support continued converaadiod pub-
lic discussion focused on trying to have everyorwviged the
information and evidence, and have good, solidgrined dis-
cussions about matters such as the oil and gastitydu

Mr. Tredger: It's not me who's being alarmist; it's a
lack of information and clarity and a governmerdttbdoesn’t
appear to be listening that is alarming the peoptée Yukon.

Yukoners across all walks of life want to have awarsa-
tion with their government about the future of thikand gas
industry. Yukoners want to explore potential betseéind dis-
cuss their concerns. Yukoners want the scientifidence to
be laid out on the table for all to see and disclYagkoners
want to be engaged in what has become a very impodsue
for them. What they are asking this governmentadsdo pro-
vide some leadership and create an open and tramsgaoc-
ess for Yukoners to engage in. One day in the fesxtyears, a
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company will apply to frack. Why is this ministes ssistent became pretty clear which department was calliegstiots and
on dodging the issue? Why won't he encourage aipulis- which department was heading the plan. E-mails fiemwi-

cussion now, instead of leaving it to the last nefu ronment speak of frustrated staff, one in particidaying, and
Hon. Mr. Pasloski: As | discussed yesterday, | have | quote: “Interesting that this department hasdbthge planned

received a joint letter from the Yukon Conservati®aciety principles from the news release.”

and Northern Cross Yukon. Within that letter, theywe articu- To the Minister of Environment: Who is supposed&a

lated some recommendations that they feel are irapbfor all ~ partner in this exercise? Why were employees indejsart-
Yukoners. Really, this is a discussion about oue®mersus ment left to learn about these major changes iections from
processes as well. Yukoners want to use Yukon regeuor a news release?
Yukon energy. We also want to ensure that we kegprater Hon. Mr. Dixon: All I can say with the utmost cer-
safe and that we protect our environment. Thahésintent of tainty is that throughout the process of this emdeasince the
all Yukoners, and I'm looking forward to meetingtlvithe election, the Department of Energy, Mines and Ressuand
Yukon Conservation Society and Northern Cross Yukmn the Department of Environment have been in lockstegheir
gether to really find out from them directly whyethmade the development of the work that has been undergorfars&en-
recommendations they did. ior officials in both departments were involvedrfresquare A
Once we get a real understanding from that, itleglp us  to where we are right now. | can say with certaititsit the
to shape what our next steps forward will be, beedhis is Department of Environment’s perspectives were predithor-
how we’re going to move forward on this where weéhéhe  oughly in the work that is presented to the publicrently, as

proponents. We have someone who is actually, dgtdkeell-  well as the work provided by the Department of EgeMines
ing and we have the Conservation Society — theawds of and Resources.

the spectrum coming together to have a good dignusm The two departments worked in lockstep and theyicoa
how we can move forward — that’s how this governmeifi to do so. As well, there were important contribodrom the
move forward. departments of Tourism and Culture, Justice, ldaoins and a

. i | hed land | number of other departments. This was really arléxat team
Question re: Peel watershed land use plan effort from across government.

.Mr. Silver: I_ havg some quest|f)ns for'the Minister of Mr. Silver: Shortly after the government released its
Envwonmt_ent regarding his department's role in Eeel land eight principles, officials in the Department of vilmnment
use plann!ng process. , . - expressed reservations. They were concerned, gimifully so,

Early in 2(,)12’ the m|n|§ter co-S|gn.ed a C.ab!nemsbmn that the government not just disperse little pre@careas
that resulted in the now infamous eight principbesing re- around the region if they wanted to maintain covesgon pri-

Ieallsedda.few \lllvebeks I'ater. Ahs the eight. principlesevinot ?16- orities. The Yukon Party’s new plan has done jhat,tso these
veloped in collaboration with First Nation govermit& Who  qncerms are valid and they were ignored by thiegament.

are supposed to be partners in this process, eamithister tell Briefing notes prepared by the minister this fallthe kind

the House who Qid guthor these prinlfiples? q of documents that will not see the light of day engroposed
Hon. Mr. Dixon: Mr. Spea €f, as we announce achanges to the ATIPP act before us this sitting -adenthe
few weeks ago, we have opened the final round bfl(plapn- following statement: “There is considerable puldigpport for
sultation for the development of the Peel land pis@. Since (. torm of protection in large wilderess argaghe re-
the election, Yukon government has been very ciaut its gion.”
perspective on _hOW to move forward._ 'I_'he eight ppikes the The new Yukon Party plan for the Peel ignores thalic
member opposite referer!ced were jointly developgatie support. It leaves entire areas open to development
Department of Energy, Mines and Resources and gy Why didn’t the Minister of Environment represent thd-

ment of Environment, in collaboration with a numioérother .. ¢ his department officials when he co-auttotfee eight
departments.. . . principles with the Minister of Energy, Mines andd®urces?
Those principles guided government's work forwaed t Hon. Mr. Cathers: Once again, we hear some very

Whe_re' we are_today. So | believe that answers ter op- interesting and inaccurate assertions coming fiwerLeader of
posite’s question. | would Fqke th? opportumt)ough, 0 en- he |iberal Party. What | would point out to themizer oppo-
courage Yukonerg to participate in the consul_tatturrently site is that development of this approach was lpidone by
ongoing and prowdg thoughtful and constructiveuinpbout the Department of Environment and Energy, Mines Red
the tools, scenarios, and concepts proposed 0N OWprces with leadership especially of senior andlired offi-

Www.peel$0n§ultat|on.cwe3§|te. q h , b cials in developing this work on the basis of soewilence,
Mr. Silver: According to documents that we've ob- contrary to the member's assertions.

tained through theéAccess to Information and Protection of I point out that this is the same member who attddhe

Privacy Act the authors of the eight principles were the Bhni proposed modifications the Yukon Party came up itdl the

ter Qf Energy, Mines and Resources and thg Miniefethe same day, | believe it was, or it might have bdenrtext day,
Environment. These same documents make it cleartheee gy q in an e-mail if he could have a briefing sabuld actu-

are a number of unhgppy people in .the Departmertnoi- ally understand what we were proposing. The merhbsrno
ronm_ent, who saw the|r good work being thrown ur_tderbL!s interest in the facts of what the government isnddbecause
by this government. With the release of the eigingiples, it
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Yukon government has in all of the proposed modifans
protected roughly three-quarters of the entire Reeh, would
limit the maximum footprint of activity to less thane-fifth of
one percent. That would ensure that 99.8 percetiiefareas
within restricted use wilderness areas would remaidevel-
oped and in protected areas.

No new surface or subsurface dispositions wouldsbe
sued. | encourage Yukoners not to listen to the bezm) get
the facts; visiwww.peelconsultation.ca

Question re:  Old Crow recreation centre

Mr. Elias:
have demonstrated an ambition that remains unméataiehis
government. The citizens of Old Crow have pourexu$iands
of hours of hard work into the planning and desigra com-
munity recreation centre and not one of our citizbas been
paid one cent for their efforts.

This community centre is a priority for us. It wfkature
an indoor hockey rink, a fitness area, an earlydbloiod educa-
tion facility, and a 409-square-foot multi-purpdsal with an
attached kitchen where we’'ll be able to host gatigsrfor up
to 361 people. The constituents of every Yukonngdhave
immediate access to a community recreation faciitgept for
those in the Vuntut Gwitchin riding.

Mr. Speaker, I'd like to remind the government tinay
constituents are Yukoners too. When can we expecMinis-
ter of Community Services to make the Old Crow camity
recreation centre a priority at the Cabinet table?

Hon. Ms. Taylor: Mr. Speaker, as | articulated the
other day in the Legislature, this government recoes the
importance of investing in sport and recreation eoghmunity
infrastructure development in every single Yukomoaunity.
That is, in fact, what the Government of Yukon @ndgj.

As | articulated, in this year's budget, we haverapi-
mately $100 million in support of recreation infrasture,
drinking water upgrades, waste-water treatmentrgenergy,
rural road upgrades, and so forth. We will continaework
with the Vuntut Gwitchin government, as we havehia past,
and we’ll continue to ensure that all communitiessén safe,
healthy and sustainable infrastructure to draw framd cer-
tainly that includes community infrastructure.

Mr. Elias: | just came home from our community of
Old Crow and the minister keeps referencing theewatell
and the new waste oxidization unit in the dump,llditin’t see
signs on those two buildings saying, “Hey kids, eopfay in
here.” This centre is a green project, designeaié¢et the spe-
cific environmental challenges of an isolated comityuthat’s
north of the 67 parallel. It will be located in close proximity to
the community’s new water well, and photovoltaitasgpanels
will feed energy back into Old Crow’s power grid.agfe heat
from the ATCO diesel power plant will maximize thee of all
energy produced in Old Crow, thus reducing the alVearbon
footprint of our remote Arctic community. This pegt is a win
for Old Crow, the north and the environment, andilt be a
win for this government as soon as they sign on.

When will the minister join the people of Old Cramvthis
winning proposition and provide a firm commitment the
final stage of its development?

For over a decade the people of Old Crow

Hon. Ms. Taylor: Again, the Yukon government rec-
ognizes the importance of recreation infrastructireevery
single Yukon community. That is why the governmentn
fact constructing a new recreation centre in theroanity of
Ross River — after the detrimental fire that toekaq its rec-
reation facility a couple of years ago. That's whg Govern-
ment of Yukon continues to work with the City of \Wgon on
improvements to its recreation centre. It continwesork with
the community of Carcross in addressing its infradtire
needs and priorities — as we have to the tune ef 42 mil-
lion over the last several years.

So we continue to work on recreation infrastructstech
as what we have done in Marsh Lake and Mayo arsd,a®
sured, we will continue to work with the Vuntut Gehin gov-
ernment on priorities, as identified with Vuntut &ahin gov-
ernment, through an inter-governmental accordithetirrently
underway between the Premier and the chief andaiioWe
certainly recognize the very importance of thigiative to the
citizens of Old Crow. We applaud the work that haen done,
and we will continue to work to ensure that thigsibecome a
reality in days to come.

Mr. Elias: Now we're getting somewhere. The com-
munity of Old Crow has numerous agreements witlvapei
industry and governments in regard to the planredneunity
recreation centre. We also have a memorandum cdratachd-
ing that's signed between Yukon Electrical and ®umtut
Gwitchin Development Corporation. Our community heas
signed inter-governmental accord, integrated conitysus-
tainability plan and a capital plan, all of whichntain clauses
addressing the delivery of a community recreati@ntie.
There is an expectation here that a governmens lixeto the
signed agreements it has with its communities aitd @ther
governments. I'm disappointed. | expected a lotenfpom a
veteran politician, because | know when that méamigtuts her
mind to something, you might as well consider ineloWhen
will this government live up to the commitmentés repeat-
edly made to Old Crow and make this recreationreeafprior-
ity?

Hon. Ms. Taylor: For the member opposite, this min-
ister is responsible to every Yukon citizen. Thigister is
responsible to every single First Nation governmaamd com-
munity government, municipal government, local adwy
council — and | work with all of them. There ardtical infra-
structure needs in every single community. Thisegoment
has actually put money where its mouth is, and iah fact,
why the Government of Yukon has invested and valtmue
to invest in critical community infrastructure — cathat is
inclusive of recreation and drinking water upgradesich
have been identified by the Vuntut Gwitchin goveamhas a
priority.

That includes solid-waste improvements and communit
upgrades to its road structure within the commumityOld
Crow. So rest assured — we are committed to workiith
every single citizen throughout the territory toanthe critical
infrastructure needs.
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Question re:  Income supplements

Ms. Stick: Last week | asked the Minister of Health
and Social Services a question about the Yukonlsopmtary
allowance and services to persons with disabilitidthough
the services for seniors the minister spoke abautth fine and
good, he did not answer my question. Since thea heard
from more Yukoners struggling to find the suppdisy need.
Some have reported they are now required to getcansl
opinion from another doctor to prove their disapitkknd make
them eligible for the Yukon supplementary allowance

Will the minister tell this House why Yukoners wittis-
abilities are being forced to jump through new rodefore
they receive the Yukon supplementary allowance?

Hon. Mr. Graham: I'm not sure exactly which new
hoops the member opposite is talking about becthese has
been nothing new introduced at the department .|&évéhout
knowing the specifics of any individual who has esignced
difficulties, it's very difficult to answer theseinds of ques-
tions. But no new policy has been introduced.

We’'re still doing the same thing that we did presly,
but we're improving the system, as I've stated mtimes in
the past. We have now implemented a process byhwigople
with permanent disabilities do not have to applyg gmovide
medical advice on a monthly or semi-annual basisw8 are
making improvements, and no other changes have eee
to date.

Ms. Stick:
had to come in once a year with the informationualibeir
disability and only had to come in once a yeartfair social
assistance benefits. But they still only receivé tsame
amount as social assistance. The Yukon supplenyealiamv-
ance is $250 a month and that has not increased 2005, not
even with inflation. If we truly want to build argeal and in-
clusive society, we must do what we can so peojille @is-
abilities can live with dignity and participate the communi-
ties to the best of their abilities.

Will the minister please tell us why the Yukon sigmpen-
tary allowance has not increased, and when willrdxgew
these and other supports for persons with disegsilio ensure
they actually meet the individual's needs?

Hon. Mr. Graham: This one is very easy to answer,
because it's currently under review. Also, what neeittempt-
ing to do within my department and the Yukon Hogs@orpo-
ration is come up with a better system by whiclspes with
disabilities are able to access funds for both imguss well as
equipment required to keep them in their housesaogo-
forward basis. We're making progress in that aseal, | know
the Minister of the Yukon Housing Corporation andwill,
hopefully, be able to make some announcementssratiea in
the very near future.

Question re:
Ms. White:
ing for a comprehensive water strategy for the Yut@protect
the quality of both ground and surface waters anensure the
careful stewardship of all of Yukon's water resasc The
Yukon Party Leader joined this call. It has hadation regard-
ing a water strategy on the record since Decemblkasbyear.

Water management strategy

For years, the Yukon NDP has been call-

Can the minister tell Yukoners when they can expetukon
water strategy and what it will include?

Hon. Mr. Dixon: Thank you to the member opposite
for the excellent question. It's a priority of thiesvernment, of
course, to develop a Yukon water strategy, andglad to hear
that the NDP will be supporting us in this endeavou

As | indicated in our previous sittings, we are king to-
ward the development of a water strategy. Earliés year
there was an excellent workshop held to bring togres num-
ber of different bodies and governments that alleha role to
play in the management of Yukon's water. That wasesgy/
successful workshop as far as | can understandvé gome
opening remarks there, and | have had reports biacke then
that it was a successful endeavour. Work is onguiitigin the
department to develop such a strategy. | look fouwta pre-
senting to Yukoners and this House the Yukon wstextegy
as soon as it's done.

Ms. White: I look forward to that as well. The extrac-
tive industries, both mining and oil and gas, tedavily on the
use of fresh water for their businesses. The YuRarty gov-
ernment constantly says it wants to provide cldotyindustry
and yet it is dragging its feet on creating a caghpnsive wa-
ter strategy. We've been waiting. This brings ecoimouncer-
tainty and raises doubt in the minds of Yukonersvé&nment
should take a clear and balanced approach to wateder to
provide regulatory certainty and assure Yukoneet thater

Up until now — as | was aware — people will be protected.

When it finally gets around to it, how will the Yok Party
water strategy protect Yukon's water from secreénical
cocktails used in the oil and gas industry?

Hon. Mr. Dixon: Again, | thank the member opposite
for bringing up a priority of this government, whids of
course the development of a water strategy for Yiuko

We've made very clear that this is a priority fa. it was
in our platform. We gave direction to departmemisiévelop
this strategy immediately upon coming into offise, work is
underway. | know the member opposite expects tratvauld
just snap our fingers and have a strategy. Theisgdhtake
work, and we want to make sure that we talk to ogwern-
ments and other bodies that deal with water in Yutmensure
that we provide the best possible strategy for Yigkawvater
resources. It is a priority of this government d@sla priority
for me as minister, and work is underway currently.

As | indicated earlier, we had a workshop earlés une
which brought together a number of different peapte gov-
ernments as well as departments within the Yukoregonent
to discuss these issues. It was a very succesdatimg, and
they are doing work continuously in the DepartmehEnvi-
ronment on this project. | look forward to bringittgs Yukon
water strategy forward to Yukoners and to this Hoas soon
as it is ready.

Ms. White: We share the values of many Yukoners
when it comes to water. We want the Yukon to beeaalér in
developing a truly comprehensive water strategy wedare
not alone. The Government of Northwest Territohias devel-
oped a water stewardship strategy with the vidgha, t‘'N.W.T.
waters remain clean, abundant and productive fdainaé.”
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Will the Yukon Party government water strategy lomel
behind closed doors or will it be public? Will itdlude tradi-
tional knowledge of First Nations? Will it includeth ground
and surface water and a framework to include ckndtange
impacts?

Hon. Mr. Dixon:
will be developed publicly. | mean, public govermmend
departments have already been engaged. A numlskfferent
departments, as well as different levels of govemnimhave
been involved to date. Of course, we will take intmsidera-
tion a number of the factors the member oppositatiored,
including the effects of climate change, includgrgund water
and Yukon’'s groundwater regime, and a number oferoth
things, as well.

It's my intent that this Yukon water strategy noiyopro-
vide guidance for the future, but will reflect sorokthe sig-
nificant investments this government has made itewae-
sources to date. We've developed a very innovdtee— an
on-line tool for the collaboration and expressidryakon wa-
ter information. | believe it'svww.yukonwater.ca

As well, of course, we've made significant investitsein
increasing the level of baseline data that Yukomegoment
develops and brings together. | would point toitheestments
made in the Rakla region that were underway thimrser,
which are reflected in this current budget. Theestments this
government has made in a number of different faaétsn it
comes to Yukon water are significant and, of couatieof that
will be brought together under the Yukon watertsigg, which
| hope to develop very soon.

Speaker:
We will proceed to Orders of the Day.

ORDERS OF THE DAY
OPPOSITION PRIVATE MEMBERS’ BUSINESS
MOTIONS OTHER THAN GOVERNMENT MOTIONS

Motion No. 252

Clerk: Motion No. 252, standing in the name of Mr.
Elias.

Speaker: It is moved by the Member for Vuntut
Gwitchin

The short answer is yes. Of course it

silent about things that matter.” In my first oppmity here as
the Independent member for the Vuntut Gwitchinmigithe
inclusion of the six sports into the 2016 Arctic ndéir Games
matters to me, and | know that it matters to thadsaof our
territory’s citizens.

| stand here today seeking the unanimous suppceaci
member of this Assembly for the motion | put fordidaoday
because, whether it's our youth who, in the gamenafget
hockey, have the opportunity for a breakaway anaresén
overtime to win a medal; or in the game of curliadhen it's
tied and you know you have that last rock; or immggstics,
when the pressure’s on to make sure that you hatl dis-
mount; or in the sport of speed skating where youacing the
clock and your opponents are around that last camthe fin-
ish line; or in figure skating, where it's absolyterucial that
you land that final jump; or in dog mushing, whéhe team-
work between a person and an animal to get thedasime is
crucial.

It is my hope that in the 2016 Arctic Winter Gameasr
athletes, coaches, mentors, parents and the dréne Yukon
have the opportunity to experience that spine-tigpleeling of
success in those sports.

| again ask that each MLA here today unite with words
of support on behalf of the Yukoners we representhat our
minister responsible for sport and recreation cay that we
speak with one voice to ensure the sports of spkating, fig-
ure skating, curling, gymnastics, midget hockey dad mush-
ing are included in the 2016 Arctic Winter Gamessted by
Nuuk, Greenland.

There has been a public outcry in our territoryhi® Arctic

The time for Question Period has elapsedWinter Games International Committee’s announcereariter

this fall. However, | want to begin by saying thihe Arctic
Winter Games are a spectacular northern exhibitibsport
and culture, and | do recognize the situation titerhational
committee is in and the pressures they have to wdéhlin
achieving another successful Arctic Winter Game20h6.

The Arctic Winter Games International Committeaie-t
less efforts in ensuring each and every Arctic \&fifdames is
better, stronger and bigger than the last doegmainnoticed. |
appreciate it very much as I'm sure my colleagugeshis
House and those around the circumpolar north do.

The great Bobby Orr once said, “Growing up, if drdt
have sports, | don’t know where I'd b8od only knows what

THAT this House supports the Minister of Community street corners I'd have been standing on and Gég kerows

Services, who is responsible for sport and reaveatin her
pan-northern efforts to ensure that the sportgpetd skating,
figure skating, curling, gymnastics, midget hockayd dog
mushing are included in the 2016 Arctic Winter Game

Mr. Elias:
by once again thanking each and every Member of¢lggsla-
tive Assembly because if they didn’t vote unanintptis allow

me, as an Independent member, to rise on Wednegdays

speak, | would not be able to call this motion todaan im-
portant motion to thousands of our territory’szetis.

I'll begin with a couple of quotes. Martin Lutheiirgy, Jr.,
in 1963 said, “Our lives begin to end the day thatbecome

what I'd have been doing, but instead | played legcknd went
to school and stayed out of trouble.”

| searchedHansardover the last few days and | couldn’t
find any reference to the Arctic Winter Games Iné&dional
Committee’s vision, mission, governance, guidingngiples,

Mr. Speaker, | want to begin my commentsvalues and operating principles. So | am goingotak on each

of those topics in the beginning of my responséh&omotion
today.

With regard to the vision, “the Arctic Winter Gamissa
high-profile, circumpolar sport competition. Thenges provide
an opportunity to strengthen sport developmenthin partici-
pants’ jurisdictions to promote the benefits of rspto build
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partnerships and to promote culture and values. Jdraes
celebrate sport, social exchange and cultures.”

“For the participant, the games provide an opputyuor
the developing athlete to compete in friendly cotitipe while
sharing cultural values from regions around thelavor

“For sport, the games provide a vehicle for spestaiop-
ment throughout the north and for building a stemanfra-
structure between sport organizations and devedoperthe
community, regional and international levels.

“For host communities, the games provide an oppdstu
for community development and to build confidenod aride.
In addition, legacy from hosting the games is theetbpment
of leadership, a capable volunteer base and phyaitties to
serve the needs of residents and to improve thityjoétheir
lives.

“The games are a source of pride for all partnEne col-
laboration between communities, governments, sprgjniza-
tions and the private sector results in signifidamprovements
to people of the north, while promoting unity andtgral un-
derstanding.”

“The mission: As stewards of the Arctic Winter Game
the international committee promotes the valuesbejired by
the three interlocking rings of the Arctic Winteaf@es logo,
which include athletic competition, cultural exchganand so-
cial interaction.

The international committee provides leadershipugh
the implementation of policy and the promotion amarketing
of the games, thereby building effective partngrsho address
the needs of host communities, international pastaad the
games sponsors.”

With regard to governance, “The permanent partottise
Arctic Winter Games include the governments of A#gsAl-
berta, Greenland, Northwest Territories, Nunavit ¥okon.

“International government leaders responsible fbe t
games provide policy direction for the games thirodgcisions
made during their meetings. These policy decisfonghe Arc-
tic Winter Games include, but are not limited toeas of size
and scope, hosting rotation, long-term planningl axember-
ship in the Arctic Winter Games.

“The Arctic Winter Games International Committeerés
sponsible for implementing policies and providiregadership
to the games. These responsibilities include, rinat limited
to the following: promotion and protection of thisien, prin-
ciples and values of the Arctic Winter Games; d&acof host
sites; development of sports technical packages;sdiection
of sports; to establish and monitor hosting stassland man-
age and update Arctic Winter Games staging manual.”

With regard to the guiding principles and value¥hé
Arctic Winter Games bring together young athletepartici-
pate in friendly competition and to share culturalues from
countries and regions across the north. The gamuesqgte the
development and benefits of sports and circumpaoldiures.
The development of young athletes is the primafgaitve of
the games. Participation in the games is intendegromote
skill development, self-confidence, and self-estéerthe ath-
lete. Arctic sports are a unique and essential efenof the
games; accordingly, some special conditions mayyajyo-

motion of cultural understanding and harmony is dnignt to
the games. The games provide motivation for youhtptes to
develop active and healthy lifestyles and to makeiaes that
could lead to the pursuit of personal excellenad @ovide the
opportunity for participants to develop sociallydaculturally.
The games provide an inspiration and motivationcimaches,
officials and volunteer development. The games igea ma-
jor vehicle of community development and voluntaeolve-
ment.”

Our values: “The Arctic Winter Games International
Committee believes in the values of fair play, ascand eg-
uity, integrity, respect for self and others, parghips, personal
growth, community enhancement, cultural diversitsageness
and understanding.”

“Operating Principles: The significance of the ganas an
important sport for development is paramount. Hoavev
community development, civic pride and culturaletehtion
are also recognized as important and desirablemes.

“The sports and events on the games program must be

practised in most of the jurisdictions (in at lettstee units),
and should benefit sport development in each unit.

“Youth athlete development needs are central todtm-
sion-making of the Arctic Winter Games Internatib@mm-
mittee.

“Equity and access are supported throughout aketsppof
the games and the games’ movement.

“Standards for facilities will be defined by thecdic Win-
ter Games competition requirements.

“The Arctic Winter Games should capitalize on theran
and financial resources of the private sector, evhilspecting
the principles and values of the games.

“In keeping with the vision of the Arctic Winter Gees,
sport selection for each games will be made bagreal lmalance
of interests of the permanent partners and on émeeg inter-
ests ...”

“As close as possible, the total number of male fanthle
athletes selected should be equal. Gender spegificts will
be considered on their own merit. For a particglgort, one
gender will not carry the other gender into the gam

“Capital development is not an intended componant
this program. However, the host community authorstyre-
sponsible for providing the required facilities the prescribed
list of sports. The Arctic Winter Games InternagibCommit-
tee believes that the required sports facility déads should be
reasonable and available within eligible commuaitie

“The games are awarded to a single local authoripyun-
teers are the backbone of the games. Cooperatibngavern-
ments, sport organizations, host societies andctirporate
sector are essential to the success of the games.”

“Some of the benefits of the Arctic Winter Game$hé
Arctic Winter Games provide lasting legacies torggae in-
volved. For participants, the games provide an dppdy for
the developing athlete to compete in friendly cotitipg while
sharing cultural values from northern regions atbtine world.
For sport, the games provide a vehicle for spovetbpment.
For host communities, the games provide an oppibytdar
community development, confidence building and riéor
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governments, the games enhance the establishmeffeofive
partnerships in order to improve the lives of peopf the
north, while promoting unity and cultural understag.”

In this regard, the international committee willljhéo
promote the benefits of the games and work effeltiwith all
key partners, including major television and mediglets, in
order to ensure the benefits are broadcast to ithestvypossible
audience.

“Providing leadership to safeguard the future ganfes
stewards of the games, the international committexides
leadership to safeguard the future of the games.”

The international committee is entrusted to integeastra-
tegic planning process that includes input andig@péetion
from all key partners; developing and updating ge8 that
reflect impacts of the changing environment as veallthe
needs of key partners; ensuring that the structncedecision-
making processes reflect the stewardship role steguto the
international committee by its partners; ensurimat the com-
mittee is, and is perceived by others to be, aomsipe, profes-
sional, accountable and well-managed organizatiah works
to meet the goals and objectives of the organiaatind the
needs of its partners; ensuring that the commétdi@ancial
resources are well-managed and are sufficient toessfully
carry out the committee’s mission over the shod lamg term.

The goal of the Arctic Winter Games is to provid®aim
of competition for those other than elite athletgth competi-
tive opportunities elsewhere, to involve as marnyletes as
possible either in the games themselves or in teiats and to
provide an opportunity for our communities to sharethe
spirit of friendship and goodwill as they showc#seir volun-
teers and their community.

Arctic Winter Games brings our circumpolar worlaszr
together by strengthening and showcasing our contiesiand
providing our young people an international gamgsootunity
to participate, showcase their talent and sharéhénjoy of
sport. The Arctic Winter Games is a high-profilecampolar
sport competition for northern and Arctic athletebe games
provide an opportunity to strengthen sport develepimn the
participants’ jurisdictions, to promote the bersefitf sport, to
build partnerships and to promote cultural values.

The games celebrate sport, social exchange, amaresil
The games provide an opportunity for the develogitidete to
compete in friendly competition while sharing cuttluvalues
from northern regions around the world.

The funding of the Arctic Winter Games is as folkowhe
Arctic Winter Games International Committee is faddby
annual levy to the five governments having repregames on
the board of directors: namely, Northwest TerrégsriNunavut,
Yukon, Alaska, Alberta and Greenland.

In the Northwest Territories, Nunavut, Yukon andéita,
host societies receive substantial cash grants therGovern-
ment of Canada, territorial and provincial governiseand the
host municipalities. Greenland's participationusded by the
Home Rule Government of Greenland through the Gaeen
Sports Federation. Of course, in all jurisdictigmivate sector
donations are both very significant and increasingiportant
to the success of the games. The six permanent ergoniis-

dictions of the Arctic Winter Games, as | mentioredlier, are
northern Alberta, Alaska, Greenland, Northwest if@ies,
Yukon and Nunavut.

Mr. Speaker, the leaders of tomorrow are being atiamd
moulded in the here and now. The lessons we tdaclyduth
of today will be with them for the rest of theivdis, and there
is no better place to teach children about the advtivn on the
field of play. It promotes respect for your opponand team-
mates. It encourages teamwork and a willingnessaik with
others toward a common goal.

This especially rings true when | see our youtheéxe
when they are challenged to succeed for their t¢aemselves
and their jurisdiction, knowing that the athleteschthat re-
sponsibility. All of these traits can be benefidiralevery aspect
of life, not just in the sporting arena.

I'll tell a story of what | speak, Mr. Speaker —parsonal
story — of an Arctic Winter Games moment that ished in
my memory. It was in 2004 at the Arctic Winter Gamia
Wood Buffalo, in Fort McMurray. It was at the De@&ames
sports venue, and it was the gold medal finalhédtick-pull
event. | was in the final for Team Yukon in openmiseclass,
and so was my little cousin, Kecia Kassi. She wathé junior
female class, and she was 12 years old at the ttmeas her
first Arctic Winter Games, and it was the first @mvomen
were able to compete in the Dene Games event|ydrgeause
of the leadership of respected elder Sam John#&ogway,
Kecia was against an athlete from the Northwestifbeies in
the gold medal final and her name was Priscillal sine was
19 years old at the time.

The stick-pull event emulates the traditional hativey
practices of grasping a live fish in traps with ydaare hands.
If I can give the context of the actual stick-peMent itself, the
stick is actually coated with Crisco grease, aral dtick is ta-
pered on both sides from the centre of the stioH, the objec-
tive, at that time, in Wood Buffalo, was to pulktktick out of
your opponent’s hand.

Traditionally, this event is a very prestigious mtvén
many First Nations and aboriginal groups in the Ao@es. So
Kecia and Priscilla faced each other for round g shey
started with their right hand, and Kecia lost. Sgpbke to her
and said, “It's okay. What you need to do hereadsug and
think of grandma and use her strength,” becauseg@rdma,
Mary Kassi, passed away on July 7 of that yearth®y faced
each other again, with the left hand this time, Kedia won.
So now they're tied, and the official asked Prlscibecause
she won the first round, “Heads or tails?” Priscifpicked
“heads”. The official flipped the coin, and it wésils”. The
official asked Kecia, “Which hand do you want tollpuaith,
because whoever wins this, wins the gold ulu.” iddobked at
me, and paused for what seemed like an eternitgn Ehe qui-
etly said, “My right hand.”

| thought, “Oh my goodness. She lost with her rigénd,”
but she was right-handed herself, and she lookezbsfident
in her eyes, and | told her, “You can do this, ked&fou can do
this.” You could have heard a pin drop in that ggsiom
when Kecia had to look up at her opponent becauseila
was so tall. When the official said, “Pull,” thepth struggled
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and used all of their techniques and Kecia won. aNeele-
brated, and then Kecia and Priscilla shook handshagged
each other.

Kecia still speaks of this moment to this day witide and
she is now eternal friends with Priscilla. Everydomeéhat gym-
nasium will remember that day. Kecia, her famigarmates
and coaches, and all those in attendance will nforget that
powerful moment of achievement. Kecia wrote in begra-
phy — that you fill out prior to attending the gasnél only
started in Dene Games on January 6, 2004. Thisyidinst
Arctic Winter Games and | am from an isolated comityu
called Old Crow in the Yukon Territory. | am a Vunht
Gwitchin — People of the Lakes. Darius Elias ... ang
coach for the Team Yukon Dene Games, is my persatal
model.” She wrote that in her biography.

Mr. Speaker, | also won the gold ulu in a very &mi
situation. When we went back to Old Crow, we hungmed-
als on our grandmother’s headstone. | want the ppidy for
that feeling of participation, accomplishment armmpetition
and being a part of Team Yukon to exist withinta# athletes
of speed skating, figure skating, curling, gymrasstimidget
hockey and dog mushing in the 2016 Arctic Wintem@a in
Nuuk, Greenland, because competition teaches rhare just
how to win and lose; it teaches a person how towith class
and at the same time, be gracious in defeat.”

Growing children need inspiration and physical sien
tion, and sport is a great way to provide suchgsirsport is an
important teacher for youngsters. Sports teach teenmany
things that just can’t be easily learned anywhése.dParents
can teach their children to persevere, to look egityein the
eye and smile right back, to fight the good fightlaever give
up — but those are lessons that really cannot &mdéel until
they are put into practice. Anyone can say theygaieg to see
something through, but until they actually do fs just talk.
Sports give children the chance to work hard ardexe their
goals. Hundreds of potential athletes who want éoable to
achieve their goals through the sports of speetingkaigure
skating, curling, gymnastics, midget hockey and dagshing
are excluded from the 2016 Arctic Winter Games.tTsaaim-
ply unacceptable to me.

It doesn’t matter if the child is not good at thelosen
sport, either. They don’t have to be a star to fiefrem being
on Team Yukon. Athletes have a role on the team theg
must play it perfectly if the team is to succeed aring home
an ulu.

This may mean they sacrifice personal glory forgreater
good, a lesson that is very hard for most to lebut,we all
have to do it. Our Team Yukon has a valiant histirgloing
just that, year after year after year. | want thetrifice to be
experienced by all of our athletes in all sportshia 2016 Arc-
tic Winter Games.

Sport teaches so much more than what is easily@eéme
surface. The physical benefits are obvious, astleesocial
benefits, such as learning to work with others andeptance
of those different from yourself. It allows for piaipants to
find their role, change or adapt their role andefae who they

are. It can give those who are involved a senssetffworth
and accomplishment.

Sport allows for team and individual success arildirg
and young athletes will learn something every tthey step on
to the field, trail, court, arena and ice surfaRarticipation in
sport does much more for youngsters than just kieeip bod-
ies in shape and growing at a healthy rate. Itshédiem learn
the ways of the world, the benefits of hard world determina-
tion, and how to co-exist with others to reach mewn goal.
These are traits that can be invaluable in the weald and
developing such traits at an early age can onlyesse the
chance for success in later life.

It's no secret that | am an avid amateur sportsafach yes,
I am calling on all the circumpolar politicians find solutions
to Nuuk, Greenland’s capacity issues so all spamgsincluded
in the 2016 Arctic Winter Games. My motion todaytassup-
port our minister of sports and recreation to wveee on Yuk-
oners’ behalf to ensure that the 2016 Arctic Wirdames ful-
fills its vision and goals in their entirety andathwe, the
elected parliamentarians of the Yukon, speak witk goice
and unanimously support our Minister of Communigy\gces’
pan-northern efforts to ensure that the sportspetd skating,
figure skating, curling, gymnastics, midget hockayd dog
mushing are included in the 2016 Arctic Winter Gami¢ is
my hope that a united voice from our Legislativesémbly
will greatly assist our minister in the successkgolution to
what many Yukoners view as a problem and a hugelsiek-
ward.

I sent out a call for quotes from various organores —
sporting organizations that were scheduled to lotudrd from
the 2016 Arctic Winter Games, and within minutegdeived
replies. I'm going to take this opportunity to gecome of
those that | received. Christine Benedict, chairtfed Arctic
Edge Skating Club said, “We do support this motowd have
included a quote, which was written to the Hon.irkgal aylor
in support of including figure skating in the 204&tic Winter
Games: ‘In a northern jurisdiction such as Yukongtis Win-
ter Games participation and results are perhapstis tangi-
ble and realistic goals that skaters can use fiteitftem to con-
tinue to work hard to develop their skills and #igi$ in skat-
ing. Our skaters skate in a region and section phatiuces
many of the top skaters in Canada. As such, ihigalistic for
many of our skaters to expect to advance throughpetition
at an inter-jurisdictional level. The Arctic Wint&ames is the
primary method that most Yukon skaters use to relaeh in-
ter-jurisdictional levels of competition. It prowd the added
and most important benefit of being able to forgtionships
with individuals from other northern jurisdictiorthat have
both similar and different cultural experiences."”

Laini Klassen, president of the Yukon Amateur Speed

Skating Association, said, “Darius, you can quoghy saying
that without the Arctic Winter Games our sport wbubse
athletes. Many kids at the developmental stageslved in
Arctic Winter Games have more than one sport tleeyr-
volved in. If our sport isn't included, they willedicate their
time to something else like volleyball or snowsingejust so
they are able to be a part of the games. For kidbe north,
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the Arctic Winter Games are most likely the biggesorting
event they will ever be a part of, so to take thaportunity
away from a possible 400 athletes is unimagindbtave had
conversations with the presidents of Speed Skabny.T.,
Nunavut, and Alberta, and we all feel the same alagut the
loss. There is no doubt we will lose athletes. Khgou for
this, and Elaine has been super too. | hope yoswreessful. |
really don’t see why anyone would oppose it.”

Mr. Doug Hogan, president of the Teslin Minor Hogke
Association and president of Hockey Yukon says, d&o
morning, Darius. | also encourage Yukon governneistep in
on behalf of all our young athletes to ensure thaye the op-
portunity to showcase their sport and representakoners in
their pursuit of their chosen sport. Thank you fepresenting
our young athletes.”

Mr. Jim Stephens, a former Arctic Winter Games leyck
coach went on to say, “l think it is unacceptalilattthese
sports were removed from the Arctic Winter Gamd®er€ are
many athletes that participate in the Arctic WinBames, and
this is a true highlight in their lives. It is aryespecial experi-
ence and really promotes pride in being a Yukohés. also a
huge opportunity to make connections with peopbenfrother
parts of the north. The youth of today are the Yu&duture,
and | think the cancelling of these sports sendsrg negative
message to them. | don't think anyone in the Yukapports
this, and | am really baffled that the Arctic Wint8ames or-
ganizing committee made this decision.”

important these international events are to outhyowe sup-
port all politicians in the Yukon Territory to prate mushing
as one of the most significant northern traditionssports.
Let’'s see dog teams and mushers compete at thie Aviobter
Games in 2016.”

On the local CBC Radio 7:40 a.m. special reporiviam-
day, September 19, 2012, reporter Sandi Colemaredask
Tracey Bilsky, the executive director of Sport Yuakthe ques-
tion: “Have you been hearing from parents as weleiference
to the dropping of the sports in the 2016 Arcticn®®r Games
in Nuuk, Greenland?” Ms. Bilsky replied, “AbsolwelAnd
there are especially those who have done the nrathhave
figured out that my figure skater, that would be fear they
would be able to go to the Arctic Winter Games, egadly I'm
not over-exaggerating when | state that these Hmgeally
look forward to these games. It's their marqueengvgs their
moment of a lifetime — usually a lot of the timepdaits
coaches can use it as a motivation to train andvshse their
talent every two years. So, for those sports that'iwbe in-
cluded in 2016, it will be more difficult to retathose athletes
and to motivate them to prepare for competition.”

| want to conclude my opening comments with oneemor
quotation relevant to today’s debate, and it’s fromn minister
responsible for sport and recreation, who recesdig, “Never
have we seen in the games’ history a reduction5op& cent
of the sports. It would impact over 400 athletegha north.
These games are an integral part of sport developofeany

Tanya Doyle with the Yukon Gymnastics Associationyoung athlete across the circumpolar North. Thayicge than

says, “Some of our athletes don't attain the higtiamal level.
I mean, we have had some in the past, but sometimeess it.
This is the ‘big time’ for them. This is their Olyits. So if
that is not even a possibility, it kind of takesrsoof that drive
out of the athletes.”

Linden Mattie, the executive director of Yukon Guogl
Association says, “The Arctic Winter Games is ayvemucial
part of the athlete development role model or méatel ukon
curlers. Losing the premiere event for athletethisf young an
age category, especially one that has prepareyefms in ad-
vance, presents a very real threat that the spbtoge athletes
to other sports that are included in the event, thedodds of
getting them back to our sport afterward is veryakbnBeing
left out of this developmental event will greatlfjest our ath-
letes’ results at subsequent events, such as thad@awinter
Games and the Junior Nationals, all of which seovduild
competitive adult athletes to represent our tawyitblopefully
these few points are of some help to you in undedihg how
the decision affects our sport specifically.”

Fabian Schmitz of the Dog Powered Sports Associaifo
the Yukon, said, “We believe that mushing representot of
the key values and traditions associated with trthnand the
Arctic by many people around the world. To find dbat
mushing as a sport, among others, is not beingcstgapat the
Arctic Winter Games 2016 in Greenland, is increglitisap-
pointing. Mushing is the only winter sport that aiwes coop-
eration between human and animal, which makes ifuen
among all the other winter sports. The mushing ctitipn at
the Arctic Winter Games in 2012 in Whitehorse shdvhew

games. It's about providing that venue of compuetifor young
athletes. It's effectively our Olympics for northesircumpolar
north.” | can’t agree more, and | want to thank thi@ister for
her commitment to finding an amicable resolutionhis issue,
because it means so much to so many Yukoners.d tigb our
minister can take our words of support here todal/wse them
in her meetings as she seeks to include the spbsizeed skat-
ing, figure skating, curling, gymnastics, midgetkey and dog
mushing in the 2016 Arctic Winter Games.

| say let’s unanimously support our minister andarfie
Yukon here today in this House so that during th&&2Arctic
Winter Games our aspiring athletes and those athlatross
the north have the opportunity in all the sportexteel, to live
healthy lives and come home with ulus around theaks and,
most importantly, cherish the memories and expeésrthat
will last them a lifetime. Again, my paramount ciesation in
presenting this motion to the Chamber today isdlp lensure
that the vision of the Arctic Winter Games is readl in its
entirety in 2016.

Hon. Ms. Taylor: | want to start by thanking the
member opposite for putting this motion forwardagdor de-
bate for all members’ consideration and hopefutly dinani-
mous consent. It is a motion that was tabled, galhy, on the
same day as a motion that was tabled from ourdfidiee Leg-
islature, literally to the same effect, which issigally to work
toward resolving the very situation at hand.

| want to thank the member opposite for enabling tis-
cussion to take place because | think it's truly gaportune



November 7, 2012

HANSARD

1415

time to do just that. First off, | really wanted ¢come in here
with a hockey jersey from our own boys midget hgcteam.
The reason why | say that is because | am prettyediaproud
of that hockey jersey; more importantly, | am prgitoud of
the team effort that was put forward by the boydgat hockey
team during the Arctic Winter Games held earligs tyear. |
can say that was probably the most intense ganave bver
been to in my entire life.

Part of the reason why | say that is that just teefe- it was the
day before | was meeting with the ministers resjiasfor

sport and recreation in Northwest Territories andthadlut —
we had a meeting to talk about infrastructure, igalty, in-

cluding sport infrastructure — the member opposii be

pleased to hear — and we were also talking abeugdmes, of
course, and the big game that was set to occureeetwWorth-
west Territories and the Yukon. Being a bit of twenpetitive
soul that | am, | thought, “Well, you know what? rQaam is
as good as gold, so let’s just make a friendly wage we did;

| did just do that in front of our officials.

That was to put our faith and our confidence irt thays
hockey team, the game and the job they were gairdptthe
next day. If, in fact, we were successful, the st responsi-
ble in the Northwest Territories would have to wear hockey
jersey with my name on the back in the Legislatehe first
day of their sitting and they would have to refeemur win
during a tribute. Of course, the reciprocal woukd dsked of
me as minister responsible. So, after | said that, know |
started thinking, “Good God, | really hope it gars way.” It
was an interesting game and it was a fantastic gaoieon did
come through. My colleague from Northwest Terrggsrdidn’t
like it, but he did wear that jersey. | thank CB&d® and CBC
Television for actually showing that on their websilt was a
great shot, and he did not look happy, | have {o $hat was
just an example of one event among a litany of evérat oc-
curred during the Arctic Winter Games. It's realijny we're
here today.

As I've stated on the floor of the Legislature, alé be-
lieve that sport and recreation contributes enostyouo
healthy lifestyles and that major games like theti&rWinter
Games provide our youth, in particular, with a Ieahportant
opportunity to compete on an international stageeyTare an
essential part of the sport development systernembrth and
they were really formed for the purpose of provigour north-
ern young athletes with the opportunity to com@eteng each
other on a circumpolar stage like no other games paovided
in the past. As a result, it has really helped shitae lives of
many young athletes like Zach Bell, Jeane Lasseand-I'll
get to them in a bit here.

First of all, | just want to recognize all the inmiuals and
representatives of the sport organizations who ltavee here
today in the gallery, as they're represented herand-not only
those who are present here today — to thank thenthtr
input and for their passion over the past couplmonths.

| had an opportunity to meet with many of them gesay
to give them another update as to where we arenegthect to
this matter. | was just saying that in all my yeassan elected
representative, there have been, to be sure, nsmues that

have caught the passion of Yukoners. But, | haveatg when
the press release was issued by the internati@maimittee of
the Arctic Winter Games about their decision toures the
sports significantly, that's when | started receg/phone calls,
e-mails and letters. | was stopped on the streetimber of
occasions as well, and even approached at the hoickeSat-

urday and Sunday morning. That's what | call passithat’s

really what continues to motivate each and evewry aihus to
do the best that we can do and to be the beswthaian be. |
just want to, again, thank each of the organizatiand the
members who have taken the time to be here todayffén

their feedback and to offer their input ever sinbe an-
nouncement by the committee was made. | also veatitank
the feedback from the administrators, the parehtscoaches,
the athletes — it has been significant, bar nomel, lathank
them.

The member opposite has articulated some of those

thoughtful deliberations by way of correspondengd § too,
would like to reference some of the correspondérave re-
ceived.

Again, | just want to say thank you for being h&vday
because it really demonstrates your ongoing ddditaand
your passion for sport and recreation in healtfgstyles and
active living and all that that contributes to darritory, and
ensuring that their respective sports are repredeimt games
such as the Arctic Winter Games, as well as justviihg that
the games are a very important part of the sporeldpment
program here in the territory and across the north.

Earlier this year, as | said, the 2012 Arctic WinBames
were held here in Whitehorse and | was so prodzktthe Min-
ister of Community Services and, as such, resptm§ib sport
and recreation. As | just referenced earlier, lolvatl a number
of the competitions and | got to see, first-handt how excited
and how passionate each of our athletes was —henprofes-
sionalism that was certainly demonstrated by edcluoyoung
athletes — and the pride, just to be part of theem It was a
fantastic experience. | would say it was the beshgs ever to
be delivered in the Arctic Winter Games’ history.

| just want to say that, you know, it kind of aged there
at the pep rally, back just before the games wdfigially
launched. | remember | was there at the pep raltieaYukon
Arts Centre. It was great to have everybody theithimv the
Arts Centre. It was a very good reminder of jusivhmportant
these games are — how they bring us together tebrae
sporting excellence, but also it's an opportunityshowcase
our cultural heritage, our traditions, and who we as north-
erners and to celebrate that.

It's really our common experiences and our nortHden
styles that brings us together on the internatistede and has
made a positive impact throughout many lives ower years,
including the member’s.

One of the best track cyclists in the world todawould
say, is Zach Bell. Zach Bell is a young man — ha ipoung
man in my eyes — from my home town of Watson Lake.
want to say that this was earlier this year, bu¢rafvinning
bronze at a World Cup track cycling event back ondon,
Zach had this to say, and I think it’s really imizott to reflect
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on this, because this is what he had to say abimutAtctic

Winter Games, in particular. He said, | competethete Arc-
tic Winter Games and they all gave opportunitieteton how
to compete, fall in love with the sporting life atwlbe a fitting
ambassador for my home. This event will inspire sinape the
young people of the north in a way that has themal to

change the entire northern community, and that’ghwgetting

involved in, however which way you can.”

| thought that was a really fantastic way that Zae
summed up his experience at the Arctic Winter Games

At the pep rally, Jeane Lassen, of course, anditygm-
pian, who started off — she competed in the Arthimter
Games and she reflected upon her experiences asluviglg
the rally. Again, it's just about grasping that memh Even for
those who don’t make it to the Arctic Winter Gami&s,about
trying and going to those trial events. That irelitss a spec-
tacular opportunity for athletes throughout thetmoSo | just
wanted to make reference to that.

All in all, it was really, truly the moment of oathletes’
lives and it was truly an important step in eachhefir athletic
careers. Each of our athletes worked so hard tabbeto rep-
resent our territory, but so did every other jugsdn repre-
sented on the international stage. | know for mianyok years
and years of dedication to get there.

The games that were held here in Whitehorse wexlgyre
in part, attributed to various partners gettingoiwed, and
Yukon government, to be sure, was a very proud Smporas
was the City of Whitehorse, the business commuitiitg, cor-
porate sponsors, Kwanlin Dun First Nation for hugtspec-
tacular Arctic and Dene games at their new cultcealtre. The
Government of Canada was also a proud partneeigdmes.

And thanks go to all the parents, the friends,ftmilies,
the fans, and to all of the volunteers who also end@ games
spectacular. All told, our Team Yukon was compriséabout
345 people. It was a big team, and it included ioisstaff and
coaches, chaperones and athletes, the culturatipartts, and
everyone else. | would be remiss if | didn’t mentibe 2,000-
plus volunteers who contributed to the games aadsény suc-
cess of the games.

It was really well-planned. It was well-managed.wias
well-articulated. It was a huge success, and thaltlg Yukon
has really taken a leadership role in working viftternational
communities when it comes to the continuation efgames —
because of the successes, our experience, ancpentise we
have been able to garner over the years.

Our next generation of athletes also deservesstige op-
portunity and experience when it comes to 2016. Moéion
before us today is really an opportunity for eant avery one
of us as legislators to support the ongoing wogk thur sport
organizations do in the Yukon — and | talk abou¢rgvsport
organization — for sport development and for thevigion of
a consistent program that has allowed our athletesxcel at
the regional, national and international level.

The Arctic Winter Games have existed for some 4&s/e
and have offered athletes from circumpolar nortthwinsur-
passed opportunities for development and social autiral
interchange. The games are the world’s largestieortmulti-

sport and cultural event. They have six permanemtnprs,
including our Yukon Territory, Northwest Territosie Alaska
and northern Alberta, Greenland and Nunavut. Theyeatly
also have three guest units from Nunavik, Quebeama,
Russia; and the Sami people from Scandinavia.

The games combine athletic competition, cultural ex
change and social interaction between the nortbentingents,
and they also serve to develop stronger econonticsagcial
ties between our participating units and lend atersible in-
ternational exposure to the region in which theyiosted.

The hosting rotation for the games has already bt#nd;
it occurs every two years; it has been in placeesith970,
which includes the games being hosted in the Yudoorimes.
They are a key part of our sport development systertie
Yukon. As | referenced earlier, the games wereimaity es-
tablished to give our athletes that important msjitort game
environment and exposure to a competitive environintieat
has not necessarily been made available to nogheiin the
past and which would also allow them to take thet s&ep in
their athletic careers. We just have to take a labBeane Las-
sen and Zach Bell, and there are many, many otbédrs sure.

The Arctic Winter Games, as | mentioned, have egist
since 1970. They've offered athletes unsurpassedramities
on many different spectrums. There is an oppouery two
years to have the privilege of hosting the gamdse 2016
games will mark the first time that Greenland vii# hosting
on their own. It's an opportunity that Yukon ane tbther per-
manent members strongly support. | want to make vbay
clear because it was a decision that was made ggarand we
appreciate each and every permanent partner hthah@ppor-
tunity to host the sports.

In Greenland, 15 sports will be part of the progiard016
as was announced by the international committekeedhis
fall. Of course, this includes ice hockey, whicHlwie held in
Igaluit, Nunavut, under what | would coin as a ‘Spé con-
tract” arrangement made by the host society. Thoisiba was
to reduce, eliminate, five major sports from thersgprogram,
and | referenced those: curling, figure skatinggesp skating,
gymnastics and dog mushing. In addition, hockeydiss been
reduced to two categories with the elimination lod tmidget
category. According to the Arctic Winter Games intgional
Committee, it was really a decision that was basednd cir-
cumstances that transpired back in 2002.

At that time, there was an actual co-hosting areament
between Nuuk, Greenland and lgaluit in Nunavut. The
jurisdictions came together and co-hosted the efegrthe first
time ever. Back in that day, as you can apprecisdieg a rela-
tively new territory — Nunavut, that is — and naving had
the opportunity to ever host the games before, leoupith the
fact of Greenland not having had the opportunityhtst the
games either, it led to some organizational chghkenAccord-
ing to the committee, led to some difficulties awmane logisti-
cal challenges.

Since then, as a result of the 2002 games experi¢he
international committee — all-inclusive of the gaveents, as
well — made a decision back in 2004 to no longeerain co-
hosting opportunities, that in effect only eachgdiction, each
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permanent participant, would have the ability tstitbhe games
on a rotational basis, that similar partnershipsvben two
jurisdictions would no longer be entertained.

Of course, that has led us to where we are todagreTare
a number of jurisdictions in the queue, to be sar@016, as |
just referenced, will be the first time that Greserd will be
hosting the games on its own.

That has resulted in some logistical and financizl-
lenges for Greenland to host those games in thwiregy.
Hence the decision of the host society to reallykweith the
City of Igaluit in looking at hosting some of tharges — such
as those two categories of hockey in Iqaluit — asatellite
venue versus the co-hosting arrangement. Thatlly tezy.

When the decision came out, | can say, as | mesdidre-
fore, there was quite a significant amount of feskofrom
Yukon citizens and, not just Yukon stakeholderst, o be
sure, we were the first out of the gate. | canthay served as a
catalyst for every other jurisdiction to get on fwha

When that happened, immediately what came to nfited a
having received numerous letters and pieces oéspandence
and e-mails from parents — from Haines Junctiongf@mple
— from coaches to organizations, some of which wefer-
enced by the member opposite — to the athletessblees. |
actually received an e-mail that | was respondmépst night
from a nine-year-old individual who has been argjradvocate
of the games — again, another reminder of why veetare
today.

| just want to reference some of the feedback webge
cause it does speak volumes. I'm not going to dgtliat off
the names or make reference to the individual ndmeeause |
just haven't had time to contact those individudlsan say,
though, that for one individual who has really featbt of ex-
perience in coaching during the 2003, 2007 and ZDadada
Winter Games, as well as three Arctic Winter Gamezurling
— this individual said that the loss of this oneleyfor this
sport — curling, that is — will have a four- to giear impact
on the athlete development capacity in the spdigstad.

That's a really key point because, you know, in kirogy
with my colleagues from Nunavut and the Northwestrito-
ries, it's about effectively removing a whole geat@n of
sports. When you put it that way, the severity ofiexision
such as this really hits home. It says, “I do reelfthat our
youth will be hurt by this decision, as those iested in sport
will simply migrate to the next best option for thé That's
another interesting point because there are, tute a number
of athletes — young individuals — who are just wajtto hear
if in fact their sport will be represented at 20d&cause, if it
isn't, if those individuals have that ability arftat experience,
they will gravitate to the next best sport thapisthe docket in
2016. That has a ripple effect on those sportsnizgtions that
have worked so hard. Our government, previous gorents
and all the sport governing organizations have wdrkeally
hard to nurture and to build capacity in our sgortironment.

That is a key thing to consider because the ripfflect of
this is not just about 2016, but it has significampact on a
whole generation and even potential generationsausec of
future games down the road — 2018 and 2020 — wheret

are other smaller communities that are also ondibeket to
host these games.

This individual also said that sports will be huag they
will not have the same carrot at the end of thingtas the
other sports. Less engagement leads to perhapduledmg,
and a vicious spiral begins. This individual theseg on and
just reminds us of how the gold medal curling sKimsn the
2006, 2008 and 2010 Arctic Winter Games all hawgmssed
to represent Canada at either the World Juniori@uCham-
pionships — which they have won — or the Youth Obym
Games, and have become the first Canadians to vewvel
Youth Olympic medal.

So what other Arctic Winter Games sports can atiest
that record in recent years? I'm not going to gé&b ithat battle
of who wins the sports, because | will never wiattbattle, but
it is interesting.

It talks about the very importance of these garmesheow
it has nurtured our athletes to go on and compet¢he na-
tional and international levels and that’'s impottan

I want to talk about a piece of correspondence that
ceived from a nine-year-old boy, who states in dtisail —
it's fantastic; it's actually an e-mail to the pigEnt of the in-
ternational committee, which he then sent to me asie¢d me
to change their mind — no small feat.

He says, “I love speed skating and | would be klegio
speed skate in the 2016 Arctic Winter Games. | eatly dis-
appointed that speed skating will be taken outhaf Arctic
Winter Games in Greenland.” He says, “When | watictiee
Arctic Winter Games here in Whitehorse this yeasaw how
important it was for the kids in the games. | haeen really
excited about having the chance to travel to Geeghhnd who
wouldn’t? | want to know what it is like to skate a different
rink so that | can adjust if | start travellingttee Canada Win-
ter Games or other competitions. | want to raceh wieople
outside our own club so that | can feel what itke Ito race
with someone I've just met or don't know at alddn’t get the
chance to skate with other people in a pack, apkating
close together. | want to be able to make new disefrom
around the north.”

I'll just perhaps reference correspondence thantember
opposite has not referenced — because | don't wabe re-
petitive here. Another individual contacted me backeptem-
ber, and I'll just reference that. It said, “My #er children have
participated in the games on a number of occaslohss truly
been a highlight in their lives and supporting ease My hus-
band has attended the games at least twice axh. dba been
a volunteer. We're huge fans of the Arctic Wintean@s. It's a
reality that sports like speed skating will be verggatively
influenced by the decision not to include themte games.
These small clubs will lose their athletes to othports that
will be attending. The games are the pinnacle ef@ntlevel-
oping skaters. There are few outside competitiamsspeed
skaters to attend and the loss of the pinnacletasdike a nail
in the coffin.”

She talks about her daughter and how her attendsrtbe
two previous Arctic Winter Games were significamthielping
her to develop as an athlete and giving her ayréak goal to
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work toward, giving her the experience of beingt pafr the
games, which she took to the Canada Winter Gam281ifi —
and of course, having fun.

This resonates with all of us. It's about meetintpa of
other kids, hanging out together, sharing Facelaikesses,
watching friends participate at the sports, takinghe cultural
events; it's all about that.

When it comes to the Yukon Curling Associatioragiain
references how the games have been a very integriain the
development of young curlers in Yukon and how theppra-
tion for the trials and participation in the ganes key part of
the coaching plan for our youth. For many youtle #rctic
Winter Games is their first opportunity for compieth outside
their community and, as such, acts as preparatoriufther
national competitions.

Gilday. This individual was a participant in thenges in 1998,
2000, 2002 and 2004. Michael competed in the 2088aGa
Winter Games and was actually named to the natishatt
track men’s team during the 2006-07 season, areeetment
that he credits directly to the Arctic Winter Gangegerience.
To date, he has won 10 individual medals in wotlg events,
skated on Canada’s world championship gold medeahtend
in 2007 he established a new world record. Hess alrrently
the Canadian record holder in a number of eventshwis a
testament to the success of the games.

In 2010, four officials from Nunavut and Yukon weakso
selected as short track minor officials at the 2¥Ehcouver
Winter Olympics after years of officiating in localational and
Arctic Winter Games events. So to be sure there’guestion
of the positive impact that these games have reatigited to

Another piece of correspondence | received from esomeach of these individuals — our athletes, officialsd our

parents in rural Yukon talks about how they armflyelievers
in the benefit of sport throughout rural Yukon drv they are
disappointed to hear that there will be no speeatirsff, nor
five other sports, at the Arctic Winter Games inl@0in

Greenland. They talked about their two sons whé tqospeed
skating two years ago. They trained hard each wimte they
thoroughly enjoyed their time at the 2012 gamé#&/hitehorse.
We believe that when they took up speed skatingtttey had
chosen a sport that would take them to a numbértofe Arc-

tic Winter Games and Canada Winter Games. A foar-gap
in the games will have a very negative impact airtmotiva-

tion to continue with the sport.

Again, it talks about an experience of a lifetinmed dnow
— as firm believers in the benefits of sport, crédfurecreation
for young athletes — they believe that the longrtetevelop-
ment of northern athletes in these particular spwil suffer as
a result of the four-year gap.

| also received a letter from Speed Skating Caretth
they are all very well-written letters, but Speddittg Canada
was very detailed in their response and offeringjrtsupport
for the inclusion of speed skating in the games.

It talked about speed skating as only one of f@arts to
have all three northern territories participate petitively in
both the Arctic Winter Games and the Canada Wiames
and how the success of northern athletes at thad2awinter
Games is really a direct result of development ojpmities
leading into them, with most athletes having patited in the
Arctic Winter Games and how it's significant thaetgames
are an essential part of the four-year plannindecgoepared by
coaches and territorial sports organizations fongda Games
participation.

The letter goes on to say that there’s no quegtiahthe
Arctic Winter Games serve as a major recruitmemi for
skaters, coaches and officials to the sport of d#ating, the
games being the pinnacle sports event for mosheortath-
letes. There’s pride in making the team and repitésg one’s
community and contingent. It also talks about ctidvelop-
ment as a challenge everywhere, yet the Arctic #vi@ames
has served as a great attraction to many poteskigérs.

It also references the success of Arctic Winter €aupast
participants, the most notable being Yellowknifé/ichael

sports organizations.

Perhaps the one other correspondence that | recéive
Sport Yukon — again | want to tribute Sport Yukonpiarticu-
lar because they have really served as the umloefaniza-
tion, working with each and every one of the sporganiza-
tions over the past couple of months and with office in
coming up with options for consideration by theemiational
committee — but really giving me the confidence 00 Jper-
cent — that what we are presenting at the tablgimrfact, the
preferred options to be presented.

Sport Yukon'’s letter talks about how Arctic Wint8ames
are crucial to sport development in Yukon. This tirgport
competition serves as the marquee event for Yukioletas to
work toward to compete in an appropriate level axgand
their competitive abilities in a safe, vibrant segt The Arctic
Winter Games are commonly described as Yukon atilet
version of the Olympics. Their highest level of qmatition is
strived for. With a four-year break between Arcti¢inter
Games for these particular sports, we anticipatedivelop-
ment in these sports to be set back and the rewnitand re-
tention of athletes hindered.

So, it's just an example of some of the correspoodehat
I have received, never mind the phone calls oritkésidual
visits that | received on the street and in publenues —
again, that’s the beautiful thing about the Yukae all know
everybody and if we don’t, we're going to soon fiodt who
we are.

I just want to thank the individuals, the parentise
coaches and these organizations that really takéirite to put
pen to paper and have taken the time to voice ttwicerns
and to put forth their passion and for being heday to also
build upon that support.

When the decision came about, there was of colgse s
nificant feedback, as | have just articulated, andvonder —
as | stated in a number of different venues overdburse of
the past couple of months. Cutting this many spfvas one
Arctic Winter Games is truly an unprecedented degisand
will eliminate, as it stands today, approximate8y Zrcent of
the potential sport events — that’s significant amaho other
games have we seen a reduction to that level.
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We have seen, from time to time, perhaps a redudtio
one sport, maybe two, because of the lay of thd lanthe
geographic challenges and so forth, but we havesén this
many sports being reduced all in one fell swoopshAsh, that
is why we have received significant input from Yokos.

They have been in the Arctic Winter Games prograroesthe
very beginning. These sports include curling, midgeckey,
speed skating, dog mushing, figure skating and ggtics.

We do not want to see these sports have to s fwlt ro-
tation of the games. Instead, we want to look rad, \&#e need to

When we started receiving correspondence and dtartdook at all the options to ensure the young atklétem these

working with the stakeholders, one of the firshtfs that came
to mind was the ability to work with my colleagué®m
Northwest Territories and Nunavut. We have workeith w
them on many occasions over the past years, arfthwe been
very successful because power is in numbers wheoniies to
the pan-north approach to many issues, and this neasan
exception.

When | put the call through to my ministerial caligies
from Northwest Territories and Nunavut, at thatdithe word
had just started coming out and they hadn’t necidgdzeen
approached as much as perhaps we had, but rest@saithin
a day they too were also receiving significant ek from
their stakeholders. Over the past couple of mottiese have
been numerous phone calls with my colleagues framhwest
Territories and Nunavut. There have been some sismos as
well with the international committee, but realfgr the sole
purpose of really making it known what we have Hear

The overwhelming feedback that all of us have rexki
from our respective sports communities across dréhrin re-
sponse to the recent announcement clearly inditlgesignifi-
cance of the games and the integral role thathlsg and con-
tinue to play in the development of our athletesoss the cir-
cumpolar north. As | mentioned, we recognize thatétions
that Greenland faces in hosting these particularega and we
are not asking for Greenland to build additionalilfées that
aren’t within their fiscal realities. We all apprate that. We all
have fiscal restraints in each of our jurisdictioasd we work
hard to meet the needs of each and every citiagrthat's not
what these games are about.

As | mentioned, we support their opportunity to ththe
games, which all permanent partners deserve. Wieveel
however, that there are options available for thetners to
consider — other than eliminating these sportsrelgtifrom
the program in 2016 — that will ensure the comp#gert de-
velopment model is preserved and that athleteslaleeto par-
ticipate in a full experience as has been offeregrievious
games.

We very much recognize that while the decisioroisthie
international committee to make, we, as ministeponsible
for sport and recreation in Northwest Territoribsinavut and
Yukon, want to ensure that all the reasonable opti@re pre-
sented and that they're examined while there’s tatile to ad-
just the format of the games. We recognize the iraportance
of this issue, and that is why we've gone to woikhvthe in-
ternational committee and all the other politiedders from all
the other jurisdictions over the course of the pashth to help
resolve these very issues that have been broughaifd by our
dedicated athletes, our parents and our sport @#ons.
That's in fact what we have been doing since then.

The announced sports that are currently not incuide
2016 are core sports, and | think that’s also irtgurto note.

sports get this development opportunity that thé62games
will provide to them. That is why the Yukon goveramh has
and will continue to work with the permanent partn® re-
view options that allow Greenland to host whileoalscluding
these other sports.

When we came together as three northern territdses
when we put in the request to have a meeting ighitterna-
tional committee. At that time, we were encouragedarner
the support of all the partners, of all the patititeaders, to
come together to have a meeting. After | garnehedsupport
of the Northwest Territories and Nunavut, then Isvem the
phone with the Greenland minister — very key toueaghat it
is not our intent to remove the games from Greafitaability
and their right to host these games, but reallytingrio look at
other options.

I got on the phone and actually spoke in persahéamin-
ister responsible for sport in Alberta as well a@twthe Lieu-
tenant Governor in the State of Alaska and spokié Wwim
about the very importance of this issue. Once wekthat con-
sensus, then we went to work with the internati@wehmittee
to arrive at a meeting. It just so happened tohia¢ there was
an M1 mission staff meeting being held in Fairbam{aska in
mid-October that certainly involved the entire migional
committee. At that time we proposed that we arratogmeet
with them during that time as a means of cost ggvin

Some attended by way of conference call. Of cowrben
it came to the three northern territories, we iteltery impor-
tant to attend face to face with the internatioc@inmittee in
Fairbanks, Alaska and that is, in fact, what we dlite had a
meeting and, more importantly, we were able toetabme
concrete options for the committee’s consideration.

Prior to that meeting, | can also say that in oheymany
discussions with Sport Yukon over the past coupl@anths, |
asked Sport Yukon to really work with all of théeafted sports
organizations, inclusive of Yukon Gymnastic Asstoia Arc-
tic Edge Skating Club, Yukon Curling AssociationhiMéhorse
Cross-Country Ski Club, Whitehorse Rapids Speedtii@ka
Club, Yukon Amateur Speed Skating Association, \&ttrse
Minor Hockey Association, Yukon Amateur Hockey Asiso
tion, and many other representatives with Sportoruk

| had asked Sport Yukon to convene a meeting obfall
these associations to come up with a set of prapoptons for
the committee’s consideration that | would be abldéake to
that meeting to table with great confidence. Thatkf | can
say that on October 11 they did convene a meetiythey
came up with a number of options for consideratibime first
one they came up with was a co-hosting arrangemitht
Igaluit. | think this is really key in my eyes —nb@ps not co-
hosting but looking at a satellite venue for Iggldunavut.

For me, the door was already open and | am suteatha
these other organizations saw that as well. The kas already
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been opened with the two sports that have beemanodated
through a special contracting arrangement withhbst soci-
ety, and those were the two categories of hockéygbeosted
in Igaluit. We thought that this would be the natuit because
the door is already opened, there are two categdreng
hosted in Igaluit, and also because of the expeei¢hat was
generated in 2002 between Nuuk, Greenland anditglun-

avut.

Of course, concerns had been put forth by thernatenal
committee about the experience back in 2002. Wiaat avticu-
lated by Sport Yukon and all of these organizatiand me, as
well, is that it was a decade ago and we belieaé we have
come a long way since then. There has been signtficapac-
ity. The territory of Nunavut has grown in leapsdamunds
and all of our capacity for hosting these Arcticrifér Games
throughout the north has really grown. We feel thate is the
capacity.

We feel that it's something that should be congdeand
it should be one of those primary options to besabered. In
terms of the costs associated with going with {beatticular
option, one idea that has been put forth was te tkook at
instead of transporting the teams, the hockey ptayfrom
Greenland, or from Nunavut over to Greenland, lierdapening
and closing ceremonies, why not have those indal&lstay
put and we could instead telecast by way of videoference
those opening and closing ceremonies. That's oe&tige way
of addressing the costs, and also looking at beiagonsible.

When | put that question to the organizations an8port
Yukon, “Is it very important that you all physicalattend the
opening and closing ceremonies,” they said, “Yoawnwhen
it comes down to those ceremonies or when it codogen to
competing in my sport, it's competing in my spdrhat’'s why
I’'m here.” And to be able to enjoy the opening ardsing
ceremonies by way of video conference or other me#n
makes a lot of sense. So it's a win-win situation.

So in that case, again, the sports affected wonldhave to
fly to Greenland for those ceremonies, but insteadld arrive
in Igaluit to begin the schedule that would enadlethose
sports to compete. Of course, this would includeaup00 and
some athletes, maximum. It should also be noted wfith
these games — with these individuals being hogsteldjaluit
— it would actually be fewer individuals than inG2 So we
know that there is capacity there.

To be sure, we need to ensure and respect the svighe
Igaluit and Nunavut and the government and to enshat
everyone is fully comfortable and on board withstloption.
Again, the way that the organization saw this aptid could
reduce the financial and hosting pressure on Gaedrs well.
The other option put forward was to use Iqaluit| esentioned
before, as an alternate venue — so the satelliteesdor the
sports to compete — with Greenland as the primanst.hl
think that is something that we continue to go with

There were other options put forward, includingdiod a
joint event with all six sports, all the divisiomd hockey in-
cluded, in another community and another territonyside of
Greenland hosting the contract. So, again, thaddoel putting
the host responsibilities on to that community aldout main-

taining the access to the ulus and the uniformsbaiy part of
the games experience.

Then there was another option and, of coursethgslast
option and that was, if need be, to reduce the murob par-
ticipants in those sports currently included in &ind to re-
duce the financial burden, perhaps to reduce téingent of
all the sports, but enable all the sports to beessmted. There
was also discussion about having another single-spmpeti-
tion as a replacement for inclusion in the Arctilmt®¥r Games,
and there was no interest in that by Yukoners.

So, again, some very thoughtful options put forwame
very reasonable — what | would coin as reasonableptions
and those are the options that | took to Fairbamken we sat
down, face to face, with the international comneitte

| am pleased to report that there were optionsfquth as
well by the governments of Nunavut and Northwestii@ies
— inclusive of even an Arctic Summer Games. Thaidas
that if you had a summer games, you would be abldraw
some of those sports, such as gymnastics, thatvtaké place
indoor anyways — have them during the summer — gwn
reduce the pressure during the winter and redueegtbssure
on any smaller jurisdiction, as we're seeing hergay with
Greenland in 2016.

It's a great idea and | think that perhaps the catemwill
review and investigate that option, but for thepgmse of 2016,
probably not likely within that small time frameesdd.

| just want to thank the organizations and my aglees
for joining in, but primarily there is that genuineterest in
having that satellite venue, looking to Igaluit; ribt Iqaluit,
perhaps another community; it could even be inNbehwest
Territories — Fort Smith — it could be in anothentmunity,
if that is what it takes. But what we’re sayinge$s be crea-
tive; let’s take a look at this; let's work on thisgether.

So what we have done since then when we left thet-me
ing, we presented those options for the committeeld re-
search, to review those options, and | know thigt work will
proceed because, by recent correspondence we edcim
the international committee, they have agreed toaskame-
work and a time frame, in which they'll completathesearch
and they will come forward.

What we’re saying is that they’re proposing a nragtiext
May and even looking to have it in Igaluit, Nunavab, to be
sure, if the House is sitting in May, I'm hopingathbsomeone
from the opposition will perhaps pair with me taifgate that.

In terms of coming back in May to really look abdle op-
tions and to take a look at the benefits and thaigations of
every option to include those sports and to gantback in the
program in 2016, what we are saying is that we d@lgo like
to have a check-in point, perhaps halfway througt.in Feb-
ruary, we understand there is going to be anothestimg of
the committee to review some of these options —yaan its
work. So we would really appreciate having an updpitst to
make sure we are carrying on and that we are mdaimgard.

As | mentioned, we’re expecting to receive a pregree-
port in February. It will help assure us that therkvis pro-
gressing in a very favourable direction.
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As | mentioned, | had the opportunity to touch basth
my two northern counterparts on the phone yesterdéy are
working on a pan-north letter of response to thteteve re-
ceived from the international committee. They areking for
further direction on these options. We will congénto elabo-
rate on some of these options going forward aspoeferred
choice. | was able to talk about that letter arld &bout our
proposed response with the organizations yestdrdaymeet-
ing — again, to receive any additional input thatte of these
organizations had. | thank them for that. So restiged it will
not be the last meeting. It will be the first of myao come, to
be sure.

As | mentioned, | feel positive that there will Bgositive
outcome at the end of this meeting in May. Thers bhaen
great input provided by Alaska, and | want to thénd Lieu-
tenant Governor for thinking outside of the box aming
forward with innovative solutions to addressing soaf these
as well. An idea that was put forward by the Staté\laska
was to take a look at —

INTRODUCTION OF VISITORS

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: | wanted to do an introduction
in the House today. We have Sierra Oakley, Mayal&ya&knd

with great importance, as we have been remindealbgtake-
holders.

Again, | feel very comfortable and am very thankfulbe
able to work with the ministers from Nunavut andrifieest
Territories to be able to respond to the committéh a com-
mon voice — | think that’s really critical — withoommon con-
cerns and a united approach as to what the neps$ stee and
what those options should look like. | think thatslly impor-
tant. | posed that question to my colleagues ydateand said,
“You know, we can go on it alone from here if yoisky but |
think we’ve come so far.” We all agreed that it fore ef-
fective to go with a common voice. We very muchrehthe
same concerns. I've heard from our stakeholderd,NalwV.T.
and Nunavut have also heard significant concerngsedls Our
shared belief is that the outcome of the work beiloge to
explore options will be a positive one for our argations, our
governments, the international committee and, niwgior-
tantly, for each of our young athletes.

The future of the Arctic Winter Games is really ion@ant
to the Yukon, not only in 2016, but also for thébsequent
games in 2018 and 2020. We want to ensure thatdkegen-
eration of Yukon athletes will also have the oppoity and the
reward of participating in the Arctic Winter Gamgs their

Emma Warren. They are Junior Rangers from arourd thsport of choice. We'll continue to work diligentbn this issue

Yukon. Two are from my riding, and two are from tkkon-
dike riding. Also, Sierra was on the Arctic WintBames team
last year. They did very well out there, and shelena bet with
her father about scoring goals that developed a Mohawk
for him. So a round of applause, please.

Applause

Hon. Ms. Taylor: Thank you — and welcome.

As | mentioned, | want to just pay credit to thetStof
Alaska for their outside-of-the-box thinking.

They have come forward with some innovative sohgio
and perhaps if Igaluit is not able to host, perhihygse may be
other locations within Greenland that Alaska coel@én con-
tribute to helping sponsor, or there’s even theudision of
taking the sports to Iceland because of the addadreed air
connectivity between Iceland and Greenland.

As you can see, there are a lot of different optibring
considered here. | think it's fantastic becaus¢'shahat hap-
pens when we're able to resolve some of theserdiffees and
go to work. | also just want to be very clear thaupport the
international committee. | support the ongoing wthfkat the
president and all participants have contributetheocommittee
over the years. They have been difficult decisidashe sure.
They have done a great job in working with the remstieties
over the years. We support the work and we sugpeit inde-
pendent role that they also play in administeringse games
and carrying forth with the vision of these games.

| think it's also helpful, though, to have this irtdfrom our
jurisdictions. Perhaps this is the first time welvad a really
significant dialogue going on, not just with thdifical leaders
and the committee, but with all of our stakehold&is be sure,
it's a good reminder for all of us that we cankdahese games
for granted. We need to keep our eye on the ballteat them

until we feel satisfied that all the options and tireative solu-
tions that I've been talking to have been revievesd that
stakeholders’ feedback is included in that protess

The support for this motion by everyone here todagru-
cial to this ongoing work and is much appreciatgab of our
constituents. | can say that.

| want to thank the Member for Vuntut Gwitchin taning-
ing forward this important motion. | have a lot mdhat | can
add, but | also feel that it is very important ®ah from other
members here this afternoon. | look forward to imgathe re-
mainder of the discussion today and hope that weatlacon-
tinue to show unanimous support for our young &tislas they
seek the chance to participate in their sport ataBl6 Arctic
Winter Games.

INTRODUCTION OF VISITORS

Hon. Ms. Taylor: | just want to draw to the mem-
bers’ attention a number of the people in the galleknow a
lot have come and gone this afternoon. | want émitheach of
them: Lauren Muir, who is there, and beside heBadley
Muir-Cressman — a junior curler, | might add, whoimd the
opportunity to meet during the recent breakfastictwiwas a
significant success, | might add. | also want tavdmembers’
attention to Tracey Bilsky, as well, from Sport Yk and
thank her for her leadership and that of GeorgeaAdoover the
course of the last couple of months in working with.

I'll just ask all members to give them a round apport.
Thank you.

Applause

Ms. Hanson: | am very pleased today to stand on be-
half of the New Democratic Party to first of alatik the Mem-
ber for Vuntut Gwitchin for bringing forward thisation and
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to say with pride that the NDP of course suppdrés Minister
of Community Services in her endeavours to worlstas has
described this afternoon with her pan-northern neast and,
indeed, with the international partners to findcasonable solu-
tion to the dilemma that the international comneitteas found
itself in over recent times. | commend the Memimer\funtut
Gwitchin on his eloquence in setting out with passthe im-
portance of not just hockey, although hockey isutiehis —

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

Ms. Hanson: | was not going to talk about his skills or
lack of skills; 1 am simply saying he is very passite about
that sport. It is not my place to suggest that besdit with
great skill, but I'm sure he does. Indeed, he afsitomizes that
important role of both the parent who supportsrtbkildren as
they get engaged in sports and that healthy lifedtyat is so
important to the success of the Arctic Winter Ganiém other
aspect of that is the volunteering that is an iditxlg important
aspect of the success of the Arctic Winter Gamad, lawill
come back to that in a moment.

I was thinking about the Arctic Winter Games — Indo
know how many events or places I've been to, amdAtlctic
Winter Games comes up — with the minister introdgcMs.
Bilsky in the gallery today. | can recall whenidl @ brief stint
on an assignment interchange with the Canada W@#enes
and there were a number of times when a persoridand this
Chamber was at meetings — Ken McKinnon — and hé&espo
often and with passion about the importance ofAttatic Win-
ter Games and its links. There are links to thel&iof transi-
tions that some athletes are able to make to wggeres and to
summer games. | was very interested in the minssiom-
ments about the notion of maybe looking at the coptf a
Canada Games model of a winter and a summer g&8neas
we all do these days, | went and looked and asi&al,when
did they start and where were they?” There's aifiasicg
video that describes and basically goes througHitseweek
of the first Arctic Winter Games held on Frame LakeYel-
lowknife in 1970.

What it describes and what it so accurately captisehe
excitement that small community of Yellowknife i870 with
a population of 6,000, which, overnight, had 7,p@@ple. Of
that increase, 750 of them were athletes.

one of the organizers suggesting that if they talbkhe ban-
ners that were stretched across all the stree¥ellowknife
they would be able to make miniskirts for every ygwirl who
was participating — kind of interesting comment @tbwhere
their heads were,

But you notice the philosophy and the overall visiof
those people who thought in the late 1960s thatghould oc-
cur has not changed. The notion of offering an ofomity for
athletes and artists and those involved in theucalltaspect of
our society to come together was so important. Wlzenlook
at the videos of those days in terms of the harghoow and
the little kid who won one of the boxing matchesweighing
like 65 pounds — his helmet and his gloves wereoatras big
as he was; he won a gold medal. You would love riowk
where these children are now, 42 years later — hwamy of
their lives have been so positively influenced ernmts of
healthy lifestyles — well, most of them have beefiuenced
— with respect to healthy lifestyles.

The games then and the games now engage the whole o

the community and that is what is so important. Y@mnot
stage an Arctic Winter Games without just everybbdying
some role in terms of volunteerism. That is a hygelportant
aspect of these games, as well as the culturatibation that
was there from the very, very beginning. Althouglmave to
again remark that the unique excellence of nortifi@shion in
1970 was very interesting.

| was very pleased to hear the options that weiagbe
looked at as a result of — as the minister desdribethe pull-
ing together of people with a mutual goal of tryitmyfind a
resolution to what seemed to be, perhaps at the, thome in-
surmountable challenges for the international cotei It is
good to hear about these options and | am hopefahd-l am
sure everybody in this Legislature is hopeful —tthame of
those creative options will be resolved in the ammnimonths
that will see the ability for all the athletes wivould like to be
able to participate having that opportunity. As tbaif the
speakers preceding me have identified, for manyngoath-
letes, many young participants, in terms of theucal aspects
of the events that are associated with the ganigdsttone of
the highlights of their young lives.

I know that from my own experience with my own fami

The minister spoke about how these are such importa— both my immediate family and nieces and neph&e had

games and how they have been accorded a highdéirapor-
tance by many people. | think it's significant tota that the
very first games were opened by the Prime MinisteCanada.
It was the federal minister responsible for thetmavho was
sort of created as a sponsor for those games, dadérime
Minister Trudeau, we had John Munro there, and a@ Ken
McKinnon from the Yukon as President of the Ardiiinter
Games Corporation.

Over the course of the 42 years, as the ministeishaken
and as the Member for Vuntut Gwitchin has alludedtihese

the opportunity to attend those games in Wood Baffa in
Fort McMurray, in fact. The aspect of working, atie® kids
who played in those games and what | observed averover
again, was that aspect of fair play and the impaeeof integ-
rity, of working in terms of respecting the othemams and
working within themselves. Even if they didn’t delvon the
field or in the court of play, they were supportivieeach other
and they were supportive of the other teams.

As you do in any of the volunteer stuff, you geligd into
these things and sometimes the local committeed thane

games have grown. With growth come many challengesnough volunteers — | got commandeered to be imebin the

They've grown from 10 sports to currently about The lan-
guage that we use to describe these games hasechaig're
no longer calling them Native Games and we woulkenget
away with the kind of descriptors they did thenhwigéspect to

biathlon event, which was held out on an old shmgptiange
outside Fort McMurray someplace, mainly because réha-
tives were involved. | watched my niece and nepheiw |
hadn't seen involved in any sports because | didmow,



November 7, 2012

HANSARD

1423

really, what they were about. That's another thahgut these
games, they allow communities to come together. [Mé&in
Whitehorse, many of us raise out families here, and ex-
tended families are not able to come togethert s fasci-
nating to watch these young people exert themsedtvehbis
very intense sport and then to realize that fromséhArctic
Winter Games, those two athletes have gone on twadza
Winter Games and subsequently on to be membeiiseo€a-
nadian biathlon teams. So these are really tangésiglts of the
kinds of opportunities that young Canadians noftB5get as
a result of these games and being able to offefulharray of
engagement and opportunities for all the sports thase
games have grown into.

As | mentioned earlier, when the games started9m0l
they only had 750 athletes. It has grown — | thihis year
there were about 2,000 in Whitehorse. As the menigpposite
has pointed out, that puts incredible pressuresmall com-
munities in terms of the hosting obligations thayt have and
the financial obligations. One of the challengeat tve face
when we are successful, sometimes that succesgsbcimal-
lenges that people may not have anticipated bedaesmore
we encourage our young people to engage in thesatias, if
we’re successful in encouraging them, we have @ dédth
how we’re going to ensure that they have that djpity.

There’s understanding of the disappointment yousmpie
in particular — and their supporters, the parents the volun-
teers — will have felt as they learned that therenir situation
is that those particular sports are not to be nwaadable, or
not to be carried out during the 2016 games. Ardetl grati-
tude for the efforts of the minister opposite ahe drganizing
committee and the many volunteers and stakeholdgmea-
tions that she cited as they continue to work towfarding a
resolution that may not be exactly what everyonetsaabut
then that's the name of the game. We work to trfyrtd a reso-
lution that most people will be satisfied with andl allow as
many people as possible — as many young athletedheir
families — to feel that they've had an opporturtibybe fully
engaged in this.

| realize that there is no doubt many people hhe& bwn
experiences of being involved in the Arctic Win@ames and
would like to talk about why it's so important.

| just want to reiterate, as the Leader of the N@®moc-
ratic Party — and | know that my caucus colleagjo@s in

disappointment when the announcement was madeekatal
sports would not be part of the 2016 games. | kiioat the
Member for Vuntut Gwitchin is passionate about sp@nd
supporting our young people in sports.

I want to thank him today for the very touchingbtrie,
and for taking us back to his times in the Arctint®¥r Games
with a very powerful story. | quite thoroughly epgul that.
Thank you very much.

I want to thank him for bringing forward, more impo
tantly, this motion today, as well. | know the Gowaent of
Yukon has been making the case to the Arctic Witames
organizers about the need to expand the list oftspoat will
be part of the games as well. | believe this motidlhbe sup-
ported unanimously, and | hope it carries some keég we
continue to try to have all Yukon athletes parti¢gin the up-
coming games.

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: | rise in support of this motion put
forward by the Independent Member for Vuntut Gwiitgtand
I want to thank the member for putting forward thery im-
portant motion for Yukoners and for his supportloé minis-
ter, as well, in terms of the hard work and greatkathat she
has been doing on behalf of all Yukoners, and $ipady
young Yukon athletes. I'd also like to acknowledhge com-
ments made by the Member for Vuntut Gwitchin anat the
has that opportunity now to move forward with mosobe-
cause of the change that was brought forward asuwtrof the
unanimous motion that was supported, which the neerop-
posite had put forward.

It really began with a motion put forward by merfrahis
side of the House by me on the first day of thssgm that was
supporting independent members and their abilityefresent
their constituents by giving them an opportunitycaétl motions
and bills for debate on Wednesdays.

We're very thankful that that opportunity has coabmut,
as a result of which he was able to stand up ang pa&ssion-
ately speak of the importance of this motion aralithportance
of these sports and the Arctic Winter Games for ynémkon-
ers.

| thought | would just take a minute to talk abadittle bit
of the background of Arctic Winter Games. It wasllyein
1969, under the leadership of Yukon Commissioneneda
Smith, Stuart M. Hodgson, who was the Commissiarighe

supporting this motion made by the Member for Vuintu Northwest Territories, and Governor Walter HickélAdaska

Gwitchin. We look forward to providing whatever gapt we

can to the Minister of Community Services as shesyes her
objective of trying to find the creative option thill allow the

sports of speed skating, figure skating, curlingmgastics,
midget hockey and, most of all — for some — dog hiug, to

be included in the 2016 Arctic Winter Games. Thgald, Mr.

Speaker.

Mr. Silver:
ing to get unanimous consent here, and there &l @sues.
The Liberal caucus will be supporting this motibknow that
participation in the Arctic Winter Games is thetlight of the
athletic careers of many young Yukoners, and tinag great

that the Arctic Winter Games was founded.

Cal Miller, an advisor with the Yukon team at th@6¥
Canada Winter Games, had the idea to provide arfavhere
athletes from the circumpolar north would competetioeir
own terms and on their own turf. As we're aware, finst Arc-
tic Winter Games were held in 1970 in Yellowknifiedahave
been occurring every two years since then.

Five hundred athletes, trainers and officials cérom the

I will be very brief, as it seems we are go- Yukon, Northwest Territories and Alaska to thogstfgames

in 1970. Since then, the games have been held IncHiions
in different places with ever more participatioorfr more and
more places within the Arctic region. As the miarshas al-
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ready stated, Whitehorse has, in fact, hosted dngeg now six
times since their inception.

The games in 2002 were the first jointly hosted tigrc
Winter Games by Nuuk, Greenland and Igaluit, NuhaVbe
Arctic Winter Games is the world’s largest northeralti-sport
and cultural event. The games include the partiicipafrom
teams from Alaska, Yukon, Northwest Territories,bédta
north, Nunavut, Greenland, Yamal in Russia, Nuna@ikebec
and Sapmi, which is the cultural region of the gaious peo-
ples of Norway, Sweden and Finland. The Arctic Wint
Games are a celebration of athletic competitiottucey, friend-
ship and cooperation between northern contingents.

Over the years, there have been many differentsploat
have been involved from Arctic sports, to Dene ganm@ many
indoor and outdoor sports that really have giveds kiver the
years an opportunity to compete. As athletes, yaueho put in
the practice and you have to do the training, bus ireally
about the competition. It's really about gettingt dliere and
having that ability to compete and also being dbleneasure
yourself and see through subsequent competitioes iri
provement in your own abilities. | think that theatery impor-
tant

| also think that, with respect to these games,dértainly
about the camaraderie. For everybody, it's not sehmabout
winning, but it's about being there. It's about fgEpating; it's
about having a lot fun; it's about the networkitige cultural
exchange and making new friends. | was certairfiysehand
withess because, as an official for men’s and wadsnleockey,
you could see that just on the ice. The play wésnie, people
wanted to win, but they were also concerned abadt\aery
respectful of their opponents and of the officiatal the people
who were watching. | think that that is a real eeflon of the
culture and what Arctic Winter Games really is abou

We have four children. Only one of my children rhd
opportunity to be involved in Arctic Winter Gamemd that
was my son, Taylor, who was part of the midget legcleam
in 2006 that travelled to the Kenai-Soldotna aréaAkaska
where they were successful in winning the gold rmdda has
memories that will be cherished forever, but thare also
memories for us as parents, because Tammie ard traliel
down; in fact, we went with some other good friemdisours
whose sons played on that team. We stayed togé&th8ol-
dotna. We had a great time and it was also a grgeerience.

INTRODUCTION OF VISITORS

Hon. Mr. Dixon:
did want to take a moment to recognize a visitathgallery,
Ms. Claire Immega is an associate with Singletogubiart, a
firm in Vancouver. She’s up doing some work in Vhibrse
for the week and is the most recent to be callethéoYukon
bar. So | would ask that members join me in weleantier to
the Legislature.

Applause

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: Welcome.
The event in Soldotna in 2006 was a great evemheso
thing we can cherish with our son going forwardhie excite-

Sorry to interrupt the Premier, but |

ment of that. It was also an ability to share aneler on Yukon
kids in many other events that occurred during éhgames.
Unfortunately, my daughters — who are all into etigls, as
well — were swimmers, so until we put competitivéiraming
in Arctic Winter Games, | guess they didn’t havattbpportu-
nity to do that. Certainly, many of their friendeng engaged in
many of the sports, as well, and we certainly wexeited to
see them train hard and be able to participategamd those
memories as a part of their development. There raa@y
things that do shape us as individuals. The aliititparticipate
in such events is certainly something that helpgpstus in a
very positive sense.

| wanted to talk for a couple minutes just abowt #rctic
Winter Games that we just hosted this year in 2@k, how
proud | was as a Yukoner and as a citizen of Whitsh to see
the tremendous games, as the minister had talkeat als well,
that we hosted this year here in Whitehorse.

Not only were there 2,000 participants, but thereren
equal numbers of volunteers as well. My wife wagolwed
with care and comfort and providing food for thdueers,
for the officials and for athletes. My daughter wasolved
with volleyball as an official as well. Again, treamaraderie
was incredible. One of the things that | reallyk@ut of it was
the opportunity to go down to the Kwanlin Dun CudtluiCentre
to withess some of the Dene games. They also hadtaral
event which was sort of the “soft” opening for tKevanlin
Dun Cultural Centre. They allowed the games to gahere
while it wasn’t actually officially open. So, théwyad a cultural
event as well during that time which was truly edtible. It had
many different artists partaking and for those peegho were
fortunate enough to be there at the unique oppitytto see
me do a very colourful dance with Grandma Susie ke t
grouse dance. | think that that’s still out them YouTube
somewhere for those who haven't had the opportunitgee
that.

| was also very fortunate to be able to presentesolus to
some of the winners. While | talk about the paptition, cer-
tainly 1 know that some of the younger athletes wiere in
figure skating — | just remember the thrill and hewcited
they were, and watching the parents and the teaesm@abund
them as they were getting their medals. It was/tam experi-
ence for them that they'll never forget.

The opening ceremonies and the closing ceremonges, w
again — | think | haven’'t acknowledged the tremamio
amount of organization that went on by so manyhokée vol-
unteers. But to put together such memorable cermaa@t the
opening and the closing and the difference thatogmud actu-
ally feel between the teams coming in as teamiseabéginning
and kind of hanging out with their teammates, dr@hthow it
had changed and evolved so that by the time tHapaiched
in for the closing ceremonies — you didn’t see thatt of
definition between the teams. Everybody was togedhd they
made all these new friends. There really was unityvas a
great, moving experience.

It was one of those things that all of us who getvitness
it can’'t measure the impact for those individualsbe able to
go through those experiences. It's truly somethiay is very
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beneficial for all of us. We learn a lot of thing®m such
games. While my daughters were not able to comipetigose

| don't think they realized when they first startetiat an
impact it would have on the youth of not just the territories

games, they have competed in Canada Summer Gameés, sat the time, and one state — but that it's now a-parthern

can tell you from talking to them with those expaces that
it's not just the competition. It's the travel. dtgoing to this
new place, especially if you're coming from some tbése
small areas in northern Finland or from Russia ¢me to
Whitehorse — what a thrill that would be — or theldren

who would might otherwise miss that opportunity go to

Greenland in 2016. There is the cultural expostigoing to a
different part of our circumpolar north and thevela

We can also talk about the economic impacts anditie
positive impact on our community to host these gameall of
the people coming in really had a very positiveeetff As |
mentioned, friendships that we’ve heard the MenibeMun-
tut Gwitchin talk about — a lifelong fostering afigndships
occurred.

| also want to actually mention the doll exhibit the doll
presentation that occurred at Kwanlin Dun Cult@@ahtre —
make special note of Annie Smith who is from Kwanun
First Nation and an elder for Kwanlin Dun and astdnent of
mine and some of the great work that she has deuae the
years, not only in producing such work as dolls éeather
work, but being a mentor. Passing this on is pathe experi-
ence that we gain from such events.

| also would like to acknowledge the senior minidiar
the north, Leona Aglukkag, who was here as weiupport. |
know the Member for Whitehorse Centre had mentiotied
Prime Minister being at Arctic Winter Games on pogg oc-
casions and we’re just going to have to work hardrmake
those things happen again. But | know there areropleople
who wanted to talk, Mr. Speaker.

There is one more thing | do want to mention. Wiiile
minister remains very modest in terms of the st is being
done, | have to say for the record that as soothigsan-
nouncement came about, it was our Minister of Comitgu
Services who grabbed this ball and began to ruh this ball,
did the due diligence, helping to coordinate tadiksong the
other leaders from the other jurisdictions. She lbeesn work-
ing tirelessly with sport organizing bodies, andetireg with
the actual sports as well. She has worked tirglessimake
sure that we can resolve the issue that we haweéat, and |
really do want to recognize the extraordinary aniafrwork
that she has done.

Ms. Stick: I would like to thank the Member for Vun-
tut Gwitchin for bringing forth this very importambotion for
debate today and for bringing such personal passidnstories
to make this motion alive for the people in herdike my col-
leagues in the Official Opposition, support thistioo. It is an
important one. These games that were founded i® 1@éh

endeavour that covers Alaska, Yukon, Northwest ifceres,
Nunavut, Nunavik, or northern Quebec, northern Alpe
Greenland, Russia — | don’t think that was eventhinir
dreams back then. I'm sure they're still strucktbgt today. |
hope | haven't forgotten any country when listifgge. I'm
sure I'll hear about it if | did.

It is about the athletes, and it is about the yopagple.
For many, this is going to be their first time —eithfirst oppor-
tunity — to experience, to participate and hopgfullin in
competition at an international level. That's amagzi— inter-
national level. It's not just Canadian; it's nosjuerritorial or
provincial, but this is international. 1 know thathletes in
southern Ontario or southern B.C. — they don't hiineesame
opportunity that these young people do. We ardyréattunate
that our children get this chance to participateaayiobal level
like that.

For many, this will maybe be the culmination ofithegh-
letic career; this might be their pinnacle, theig Imoment,
their big chance and they love it and they glonifithat. Other
athletes kind of get inspired by it and want tondore; they're
motivated. They go on, perhaps, to the Canada WiB&nes
and experience that. Others maybe vie for schdfathat will
take them on to post-secondary college or uniwersitmaybe
a volleyball scholarship, maybe a basketball saksbip— and
it's a way for them to get an education, but camywith their
athletic career.

For others, it's an inspiration for continued tiag per-
sonal sacrifice of the athlete and their familieigger ambi-
tions, even the Olympics. I'm going to take a motneere to
speak personally of two young athletes | have kneimoe the
day they were born, and that's Graham and Emihhikava,;
I'm so proud of them.

I've watched them — Emily in gymnastics, Grahamssro
country skiing — young people. Where are they t@dagth of
them went to the Canada Winter Games. They wetleei\rc-
tic Winter Games. They are now in Canmore. Theycaré¢he
national cross-country ski team. They representa@an but
they represent us. They represent the Yukon. I'npread of
them. Their goal is the Olympics. That's where treheading
— the next Winter Olympics in Russia. That's whiagyt're
working for. That's what they have sacrificed fdhat’s what
their family has supported them to do — and thigegpment,
sponsors and friends. It's a community effort texedoing
what they are so passionate about. It started thighArctic
Winter Games. They come back, and they voluntedrtheir
parents volunteer. Their dad is an official. Her&ned in all
the timing. They show up. They're there.

It's the same with other parents. It's not jusstfamily —

Commissioners James Smith and Stuart Hodgson fiwem tand I'm not just singling out this family. It's aamilies with

Northwest Territories and Governor Hickel of Alaskeave
become a living, breathing part of our communityl af the
culture of the north. We have them to thank forihgwhat
vision back then.

athletes. It's the parents who get up for hockey-at don't

know what time in the morning because | wouldnftriey kids

join. It had to be an after-school activity. It'somey — it costs
parents money to be able to support their athletes.
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We have great coaches in this territory, and theach at
the Arctic Winter Games level and at the Canada t&Vin
Games, and even are assistant coaches at the ©lyawvei.
We’'re so lucky.

They're so lucky they have had these opportunitiégey
get to visit countries | haven’t been to. | wouttvé to be able
to go to Greenland as a volunteer — well, obvioustt as an
athlete. They get to places that | haven't beed,tary're for-
tunate. This is their chance. This is their chaofce lifetime —
to represent us and to do their very best. | dett to deny
any of those young athletes that opportunity in6201

they're crafters; they're artists. To me, that'®trer wonderful
piece of the Arctic Winter Games that we get ta $igepart of

those three rings that represent the Arctic Witdames. There
are amazing things to be seen, stuff you would nege any-
where else in the country — the sled jumping ewamd the
whip. | remember an elder from Greenland out in fiaeking

lot here with a whip that had to be 40-feet longndastrating
how he could do it — how he could make that crawtt ih was

awe-inspiring to see that. We're so fortunate. ¢t's chance to
learn, to share — our athletes’ chance to learntarshare so
much from our circumpolar neighbours. Language bexo

They already have the goal in mind. The ones who arsecondary. It doesn’t matter if everyone doesrgagpthe same

planning — they already have it laid out as to hbey’re go-
ing to get there, what they have to do, what thayehto
achieve, what they have to train at. We would allveell to
have a plan as clear as theirs of what we wereggmirdo for
the next four years.

My own experiences with the Arctic Winter Games énav
been wonderful. | am no athlete — I'll be reallyeat about
that — but | am a great volunteer. Give me a jota Bwill do
it, and | don’t care whether it's picking up garkagr standing
in a cold field and just standing there — if thatly job I'll do
it. 'm a great volunteer.

My first Arctic Winter Games was in 1986. | stilabe my
jacket — Curragh Resources, Faro. It's at my caltis.my
camping jacket. | made friends at my first Arcticnitér Games
who are still good friends today. | met people helver met in
Whitehorse. That was part of that community.

| got to work behind the scenes helping with thedate
presentations. | didn't present medals, but | gdtelp do it at
the parking lot at th&S KlondikeWe built a structure there,
and that's where the medals were handed out. ItfwasWhat
an honour in 1992 to be able to sing the nationtiiems of the
different countries and to sir@ Canadain Southern Tutchone
at the opening ceremonies, along with the Whiteh@smmu-
nity Choir and the Whitehorse Elementary Schoadlishis.

What a thrill. | always will remember that openirtag-
cause that was the one where Greenland first shayeand
they walked in wearing sealskin jackets and bootstaats and
mitts and we all went, “Ahhh”. It just took yourdath away;
they were so beautiful, and we, in our polyestan guits —
and these guys walk in with sealskins and we afitethem.
We all wanted those jackets: they were gorgeous.dlso, as a
business owner, had the pleasure to be able tospersor of
the Arctic Winter Games and to donate to them. & \ecky
enough to be able to host cultural events in myestb had
throat singers there and | was able to display @kwhat had
come with the cultural contingent. That was my cbution. |
didn’'t get throngs of athletes into a used boolkstdt's not
likely, but | did get a few and | got parents andok visitors
and that was good. | was proud to be able to db tHeave a
tray of pins that | have collected over the years] when it's
Arctic Winter Games time | bring it out at the g@nd | trade.
I'm happy to do that: it's part of that culture.

The cultural events are important; it's not just tthletes,
but it's also those youth who maybe don’t excedthtetics, but
they excel in other ways — they're storytellergythe singers;

language. We share. We share our sport; we shararisi our
music, our theatre and we share our community.

When we talk about removing speed skating, figleg-s
ing, curling, gymnastics, midget hockey and dog nngs for
2016, it just feels like one of those rings hasnbemken or is
incomplete. I'm not sure how many of those sporgsenin the
original Arctic Winter Games — I'm not sure. | betost of
them were. | know dog mushing was for sure. Bus iabout
change and, at one time adults participated irAticic Winter
Games. They were the athletes — and | can seebiti,can’t
remember his name, he’s from the Klondike, a sno@sh—
Chester Kelly participated for years as an adulthie Arctic
Winter Games and won many ulus. Then it got tooduigve
took the adults out and we focused on youth.

Air travel is no longer a DC-3, thank goodness, emiture
today is not just traditional, but it's hip hopsibreak dancing,
it's graffiti art, it's things we never could havmagined. |
commend the Arctic Winter Games International Cottemion
this unenviable job they have and the many diffidgcisions
that they are faced with. It’s their job to be uilve, respectful
of all countries and communities and encouragingltcath-
letes.

I don’t have any doubt that a lot of thought anscdssion
went into this decision. | don't think they mayh#iaipated the
protest they would have, and I'm sure they're fegilismayed
by it. It's great to hear from the minister aboiffedent solu-
tions, because | had the same thoughts myself.r/&/ma&uch a
time of social media, technology, giant screens saugllites
and communications, there’s no reason why we dave one
opening ceremony in three communities across tieercipolar
north. We could do it. You know that people hereuldesshow
up, even if it was live somewhere else. We wouldHie Can-
ada Games Centre, if asked. We would be there andould
volunteer, even if was just for a few games or & &ports
here. Of course we would, because we love thisvemdove
the Arctic Winter Games.

I'm glad to see that there is new thought, becaismge
is constant. No one dreamt that we’d have all ttemsentries,
all these athletes and all these sports. Arctic i BamGames?
Why not? Maybe we can split it out a little and makmore
manageable so that some of the sports in the wirgepen in
the summer. It makes sense to me.

Anyway, it's encouraging to know that people agény to
be creative, trying to be helpful and come up vgtod solu-
tions. | am happy to support this motion. | supptbis and
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what the government and what this minister hasethl&bout
and what they're trying to do and offer our helghiére’s any-
thing — letters to be written, phone calls to bedmarlhe op-
position is happy to do that. This is something’thimportant
and | thank the member from Old Crow for having tbihance
to speak to this. That's it.

Hon. Mr. Graham: | want to also thank the member
from Old Crow for this opportunity. | also want toake sure
on behalf of my colleague to my left, the MinistdrCommu-
nity Services, that we also thank the hard-workimgmbers of
her department who, she informed me, worked veligeditly
alongside her throughout this whole issue so fétndw on
behalf of all of us here we want to thank them tloe good
work that they've done on our behalf.

| was going to take a little longer, but I'll cuatk a lot
now because | have all kinds of stories about Ar#tlinter
Games that | could tell you here for hours, evenghfrom
when the Russian hockey team showed up in Whitehong
year with no hockey gear and the generosity andstipport
given by residents of Whitehorse, as well as otheckey
teams from around the north, was absolutely amazing

| think it has been stated by everyone — Arctic &fin
Games did start in 1970. It was interesting to hlearconflict-
ing reports, one of 500 and one of roughly 750eaés. | can
tell you it was somewhere in that range of 50036. Nobody
was really sure, but it was an interesting setavhgs because,
as the previous speaker said, the majority of tinetes in
those days were adults. It's one of the really gthimgs that
have happened in the games, | think, since I'venbieeolved
is that transition has taken place so more and yaueg peo-
ple are involved in the games and, to this point,radults are
only involved as officials, coaches, mentors ane v¥iewing
public, you might say. | think that’s one of theegt transitions
that we’'ve made over the years.

| was involved the very first time as a participantl972.
Since that time, I've been involved as an officas, a coach.
I'm still wondering if | coached the Member for Kogr King
in 1992 in indoor soccer; I'm not sure. | know ldhiaer in out-
door soccer on a Yukon team and | know | have eeférthe
Member for Vuntut Gwitchin as well as the membenibd me
here — so some wonderful memories from those gahadso
participated in the games as the minister of st recreation
for the Yukon some time ago. Of course, | have thadpleas-
ure of serving on city council and we were the rsugtiety for
a number of games as well.

So I've done a number of things over the years, oyt
most satisfying games of all was when | particigae an offi-
cial in a set of games; | don’t even remember wiicbs.

| think it was the very first year — it had to beeoof the
years that women’s hockey was included in the Aretinter
Games. | refereed hockey games at all levels atetlyames.
I'll never forget the intense level of competitidmyt the true
spirit of sportsmanship, too, that went throughsth@ames.
Because you are involved in a number of differage groups
and — in this case, men and women — it was reatlrésting
to see the sense of excitement with athletes, atid@ation —

the great joy they had just being there at an Ardtlinter
Games. One of those stories that | will never forges when |
made a call — it was an offside call and it wadii@ it was a
close call or anything — and | blew the whistle avelwent to
line up. | was going to drop the puck and a yousdylcame
skating up to me and she said, “Oh, Mr. Ref, | asarry. |
guess | wasn't supposed to do that, eh? | won'itdagain,
honest.” She was the player that had been offdide.often
thought since then if the Member for Vuntut Gwitclind my
colleague behind me here could emulate that bebgvio
would make our job — as the Premier and | knowydiuld
make our job as referees much better.

As many have said, the Arctic Winter Games arencdtite
ultimate competition for some of our athletes &od others, it
will be simply a stepping stone to higher levelssompetition.
It isn’'t only the participants in these games whitl e set
back. | remember some years ago, | was referebigf-of the
Yukon and, as the Premier knows, it is very diffido have
officials at any level join the system, and hockess espe-
cially bad in those years. One of the carrots tatwere able
to hold up in front of many of these young officighs we
trained them and encouraged them to move on irsystem
was to get their level 1. Then come out and paidite and get
their level 2. Then they would be eligible to referat the Arc-
tic Winter Games. That was something that all thpseng
officials were so excited about it. It was someghthat they
could do that would get them out, and they nevertbaeferee
Yukon kids, so that made it even better for themmeyr didn’t
have to referee their friends and they didn’t getegd at when
they came home, so it was wonderful.

Especially since we've been instituting new rules f
coaches like them having to get their certificationthe vari-
ous sports before they can participate, we've yeaicouraged
a number of people who used to go out, stand arthereé and
let the kids skate around the ice or kick the sobed or figure
skate.

Now those people have an idea of actually how &intr
these kids. | credit that whole system and SpokoYiubringing
that system of certification of coaches in to theat strides
that our athletes have taken here in Yukon.

We simply can't let these cuts go ahead withoust fiak-
ing a second look, as my colleague has said, &ibtanother
look at what we're doing here and coming up witeraatives.

| also had the opportunity to take a look at theti&rWin-
ter Games International Committee webpage and hdioon
there a very interesting part that provides onthefbenefits of
the Arctic Winter Games and one of the duties efititerna-
tional committee: “As stewards of the games, therimational
committee provides leadership to safeguard therdutf the
games. The international committee is entrustedntegrate a
strategic planning process ... Develop and updalieigs that
reflect the impacts of the changing environmentvaf as the
needs of key partners; Ensure that the structudedatision
making processes reflect the stewardship role steduto the
international committee by its partners; Ensurd tha com-
mittee is and is perceived by others to be a respenprofes-
sional, accountable and well-managed organization.”
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| read those things and | thought, my goodnesshagmpsr
it's time we reminded the committee — the same asyof us
here in political life have to be reminded somes8me that we
have to respond to those participants, our partaedsall of the
others who are involved in this great organizatiom call the
Arctic Winter Games.

| trust that my colleague, the minister, will remithose
members of the international committee that theyhdwe a
responsibility to the people who not only fund theganization
but who participate. It's not only the athletess the officials,
it's the coaches, the managers and all of thoser gtrople who
are involved and contribute immensely to the whmlecess of
the Arctic Winter Games.

| see that the House Leader is giving me the ege there,
so I'll end this that point and thank you very mdoh this op-
portunity.

Mr. Barr: | rise definitely in support of the Minister
of Community Services, who has been working hardwer-
come the obstacles to have inclusive games foryexer and
I'd like to thank the Member for Vuntut Gwitchinrféringing
forward this motion today.

What | feel here, at this point, is a lightnesshis House
that feels great. We are talking about helping yvee and to
also help overcome — you know, with the 2016 garnmes
Greenland — a situation where things aren’t alplace for
everybody there — to be inclusive, to have thidifigeand
excitement, not only to go to, but to come backnd have the
memories the minister opposite was just speaking—othe
lasting memories that, as was stated here today,ntight be
the only time. The Minister of Community Serviceasnallud-
ing to the intergenerational opportunities — tHahis oppor-
tunity is missed for some of those to be able tenat this time,
they may not get another chance.

| think, as a parent myself, of my granddaughteo wlas
able to be part of soccer and who just went to tiamdo start.
That was a part of the games. They went on to theichan
games. They had the gold medal. It brought hereglacthink
back to when speaking with her about that. | rememshying,
“Taylor, maybe you're going to end up at the Olyao®i “Oh,
never, Grandpa.” You know? But to have even thegho that
maybe her life was going to be, as it was stated heday,
larger than the initial conception of these gamest-the be-
ginning — to be where it is today.

“Here’s some food coupons, but maybe you shoulé taur
skates and go home.” Oh, my. That was so awfulas wau-
matized by this. The coach actually had the costere that
sold the candies in our community. | never wentkbiacthat
store again.

But | think of my son, then — when we think abohe t
opportunity that may be lost for some of these kidss a sin-
gle dad, we spent a year on, a year off. He waideplay
hockey. When we think about costs, when we thirdusklimes
and opportunities and the sacrifices that the femiinake to be
able to have this become a reality for their clefdrHe played
hockey too. He got the last goal of the last gamehe-only
goal that winter.

That was worth everything — to be able to see thevgn
his face, the slaps from everybody. As a parecanit tell you
how proud | was of that moment. That was enougtképor
him. Like we say, where are you going to end up?

These opportunities bring us to where, maybe, wgdiag
in our lives. I'm so happy to hear of the minissegfforts to
bring forward solutions to these obstacles becaub@k it's
so important that we look at these struggles — ascan
maybe in the House — as really opportunities tavgto come
together as we did with the totem raising; as wevden com-
munity comes together with the volunteers of adl tifferent
aspects.

The cultural aspect to this, when I think backhe games
here, that we had — and I'm not sure if it waswhieter games
or the Arctic Winter Games that had the First Natient that |
remember Katie Johnson put together just out of\Aelf, we
don’t have so much aboriginal content here.” It v@asafter-
thought — forethought on her part — but when tlesit twas
raised all the communities came. That particulat bead line-
ups morning, noon and night. It didn't end.

And that's the vision that — you know, when we talk
about visioning and following them through — wemt to the
next group of people who ended up going to the dv@lym-
pics in Vancouver. It spawned an aboriginal corgirtgof 45
that | was so honoured to be part of. It was vatechber one
in the world Olympics — the aboriginal group to ggat on
that level on the world stage.

So | just commend the work of the volunteers, Hisise’s
members, the international committee that is fagéd obsta-
cles here. However, we can support this. | wouké ko say
that, as my colleague — who forgot to mention thz¢ does

The dreams are real and alive. Without hope, withousell music in her store too. You know, it just slvewses so

dreams, without thinking of an ultimate possibildf infinite-
ness, where are we? Hope is so important in oes land for
our spirit.

| think back to my son, Jona, when | was a singlé and
he was a midget hockey player. Looking back at nmn o
hockey experience, it was traumatic. | wanted tosbenuch
with my friends and | couldn’t skate very well. Buty friends
wanted me to be with them. So | went there, andithetour-
nament — after | crossed — | didn’t even really wnmuch
about the rules — | crossed. We had a breakawapsked the
blue line in front of the guy who had the puck aradew it for
our team. | was crushed when the coach the nextsday;

much. It's so inclusive that it extends to busindéisextends to
our children, our family, our past and the streegihg of our
culture.

It's such an important endeavour. | wonder whegego-
ing to be in 50 years from now.

I would just like to thank everyone for their tiraed the
opportunity to speak and for the hard work that besn done
— the Member for Vuntut Gwitchin for bringing thisrward
and for all the work from everybody. Thank you.

Ms. White: I'm going to speak about the Arctic Win-
ter Games from a very personal standpoint and timéstdr of
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Health and Social Services — | still can’t rememifdre was
my coach for the Arctic Winter Games in 1992, buah tell
you that he coached me for a really long time auskld to play
competitive soccer with his daughter. | had a ghim#t — |
really did.

| played competitive soccer for a really long tiared I'm
sure he can remember some of these tournamentaudeec
there were a couple times when he actually haccawod the
field, but we used to play sometimes in Anchorajee one
tournament that | remember, it was 110 degreeseRaleit and
kids from the Yukon — we don’t do very well in thidhd of
heat. | have to tell you it’s a little bit demomlig to get tarred
and feathered on the field. It's not a lot of fwo, you'd play
your hardest, but you just didn’t have the stamimghe heat.
You know where you did have the stamina was ingymana-
sium in indoor soccer.

In 1992, | was 15 years old. | was in grade 9 anet to
Jeckell Junior High — back when we had junior hégihools.
The soccer team had been playing for a numberarkyat that
point. We probably started when we were 11 or 1@ iamvas
pretty much the same girls all the time, so yousddme very
familiar with each other. We could change into sham the
soccer field without having to take off pants anel spent a lot
of time together. It is grade 9 at Jeckell JunioagiHand the
tryouts were going to be in Faro.

Almost all the kids — okay it was the Minister okklth
and Social Services, because he’s nodding now becha
remembers Faro. So the tryouts were going to be inefFaro.
That meant essentially that all the kids got orus, b believe,
and we went off to Faro. It's memorable becausegotdo stay
in a hotel and normally when we travelled, we stapfloors in
all sorts of places, but it typically wasn’t a Hoté&/e were in
Faro and we got to stay at the Faro Hotel and lerebyer this
because it was such a novel thing. You could peatdbccer
ball on one side of the floor in the hallway ané thall would
roll down the hallway and then it might roll up &l fand it
would hit a bump and it would roll down. We sperbiag time
rolling balls in the hallway. So it was in Faro ahdvas pretty
much the same players. | can’t remember even ifetheere
any girls in Faro who came out for the tryouts, tuat were
there. | can tell you that the soundtrack was Nieva— Teen
Spirit was the song of the day and it holds a oimemories.
At that point, at 15, you remember stuff like that.

We were in Faro and we had the tryouts, and it pvatty
much the same rigours, and | can tell you thatMim@ster of
Health and Social Services was a great coach. Tiverdd
have been a lot of effort involved and there wdwdde been a
lot of fun and a lot of sweating and a lot of yedliand proba-
bly a little bit of backtalk from our side, because’d been
playing together for a long time at that point.the end, the
team was selected and was pretty much the samerplag it
always was. Then the real work started.

So we had the normal soccer league that we playeahd
then we also practised twice a week. It was funu Yink
about the dedication of coaches, because at that ipotime,
we would have probably had a practice for an hautwo
hours a night, twice a week, on top of the fact tha Minister

of Health and Social Services would have coachedgalar
team, at that point, I'm sure, because his daughéeractively
involved in soccer.

So we played soccer all winter and it was so muchaind
it was so great. Then when we got closer to Maitckicked
up, so we had two games a week; we had two practiceeek
and we added the third practice on the weekend.afsmneed
to know at this point in time that | was the goalibave to tell
you, | never liked being the goalie. As the godlies ball gets
passed to every other person and you're the ordylefh

In indoor soccer, if you've never played it, istftaad hard.
The ball is a little bit fuzzy and the crease isyvelose to
where you are. It's always very, very intense.

We were getting closer and there were pep talksadnd
this excitement. At 15, this was our first timeht® able to par-
ticipate in the Arctic Winter Games. Then we ga thniforms.
I am just going to point this out. | forgot aboute®nland until
the minister from the other side talked about itt bcan tell
you about the Yukon uniforms. It was kind of arouhd same
time that the Yukon tartan was released. It's aubied thing.
Everyone understands the Yukon tartan. So if youigsgine
these uniforms — they were teal and fuchsia. They $tripes
down the leg. They were blue pants with fuchsigpes and
white stripes down those. The jackets were awftleyTwere
pretty hideous. | am not going to lie to you. Yowoolw how
everyone trades and they change? It was not sonaodity. |
am actually pretty confident — my friends can cotrme —
that we all ended up with our uniforms at the edd.amount
of bribery — like take my sleeping bag and my uniidaf | can
have that jacket — | am pretty sure we ended up @it our
same kit.

The really interesting thing about the 1992 Ardténter
Games is that they were held in Whitehorse, st that the
one time that | was involved, | didn't actually get go any-
where. We did get to camp out at the Yukon Collegé | re-
member it was like a big old sleepover. | remembiben we
got our uniforms and we were finally allowed to weaem,
and we got our sleeping bags, we got assignedamm,rand
we had all these things and got to hang out togédtinea week.
I'm not going to lie to you, | think that is patiathe reason
the Minister of Health and Social Services’ haithe colour
that it is, because he spent a lot of time witaged girls at
that point, and we were rambunctious. | mean tind¢ m the
term of “coach”, thank you very much. He was anefient
coach.

The Arctic Winter Games were in Whitehorse and veeew
staying at Yukon College, and | don’t think we hadother
soccer team in with us, but we had another girgsntel re-
member things like Karaoke and going to the airportvel-
come other teams. | remember the sd@wytha is a Truckthat
someone was singing to welcome teams. | have albeth
memories, and on top of those memories, | remerhbgr
happy | was to be hanging out with my teammatestavd it
felt to be part of this team. This was before werestarted to
play.

The one interesting thing about playing outdoorcso@and
going to places like Juneau, Anchorage or Fairbaskbat we
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never had the leg up. In Juneau we played on édgsfand it
rained. If you've never played on a clay field etrain, then |
can only tell you that it is not what you expect.

If you have never played outdoor soccer at @i&Qrees
Fahrenheit, | can only tell you that is not what yexpect ei-
ther. But indoor soccer always has walls; it alwags door
jambs; it always has things that you can look at,itowas con-
sistent and the temperature was even and we wereqoal
footing.

| liked that hockey was a really polite sport, lxdoor
soccer was not. The Alaskan and Alberta teams wéoé big-
ger than we were and they were a lot more aggressikere
were times where girls were going down at all poiabhd the
coach would pick us up and be like, “Okay. You hawebe
faster; you have to be quicker; you have to get bhads
around.” So we advanced in the round robin. We dowiin
and then we might lose and that would be hard. Hoenhave
to get your head back in the game for the next one.

We kept going and we kept playing. Then you platyesl
teams more than once by the time you are in towsrdinals.
You start to see things — especially as the goakesause |
had the entire field of play to look at. Then yau&xpecting
the shots from some of them and I'm sure you'vebpldy
realized this here, but I'm quite loud, and | codarry my
voice on a pitch. So | was the cheerleader alsbdrback.

So now to see a sport involved in a more mainstream

thing, where it's sometimes not a lot of mainstreldds who
are involved, | really appreciate that. | see afdthe kids now
who are on the Yukon snowboarding team, and | kadat a
big effect it has on them. | also know in the woadfdsnow-
boarding that it continues on into the Canada WiGames,
and they've done quite well. So that’s really eixgjt

There is so much to be said about volunteering.ddd,
Don, is a runner, and if you guys don’t know himotigh run-
ning, then maybe you know him through snowshoeimgdad
retired six years ago and he volunteers now, rgnaitd snow-
shoeing. | figure probably two hours a day every dawhat it
seems like. My dad has nurtured traditional snowstg so
they are wooden snowshoes with the hide. Theyraditibnal
mukluks. My dad has kids who run all summer anddies
them snowshoeing in the winter.

The greatest thing about snowshoeing is that ptitly
guys can compete — so, 11, 12 — they are prettyl sateen
they can start and they run with the bigger kidd wou know,
they get all these things going on. My dad hasegthie collec-
tion of jackets, so if you were to come to my mond alad’s
house, not only would you see about 23 sleeping,balfywith
a different year — and they're great because youaways
hand away an Arctic Winter Games sleeping bag toesme
who needs the emergency bag in the back. | alwaysght

You know, the week was great and | can't remembethat was really quite interesting and quite awesemgou got

where we ate, because it was certainly not seikegtlis now.

| can’t remember those things, but | do know thatplayed for
the gold medal, and | can tell you that we lostah tell you

that was really, really hard, but we did win silvand that was
important. But more than that is that, when we @thyhat
gold-medal game, there were tons of people watchingot

just soccer players — because that's the reallyonmtapt part.
You start to go and watch other Team Yukon teams plityed

that game and we played the hardest we could, anglayed

the best we could, and that day we just didn’'t Wi'e had a
great coach and he told us we did awesome, andidvaite

did great.

It's interesting because | was still of an age thabuld
play the next year, and | tried out for the team 1894.
Around the same time, | started snowboarding. |enthé soc-
cer team, and | actually decided that | wasn'’t ih&d soccer
and | certainly didn't want to be the goalie. Semember go-
ing to the team — | think we were at Whitehorsentgatary
for a practice — and | said, “Look guys. I'm jugitrinto that
any more.” | recanted — | can’t even remember wieythad
as goalie. | feel bad for them and | apologize.

Then at that point, snowboarding was dominatinglifiey
It's really exciting, because the first time thatow/boarding
was involved in the Arctic Winter Games, | was dfic@l. |
got to be a judge. So | did the prerequisite tregrio be a judge
and | got to be in support of snowboarding, whilstill one of
my passions. | got to be involved in that way, dhdt was
really incredible because, unlike a lot of otheorsq snow-
boarding is pretty individual. It's kind of likedure skating and
things like that, where it's all you against youfs&hat's
something I've always appreciated about snowbogrdin

your sleeping bag; that was cool; that was great.

So at my mom and dad’s house, you can see a ¢oleuft
jackets and you can see how things have changedamdub-
stantially more fashionable the Yukon is now thhayt were
back in the early 1990s. I'm sure that the kidsagodho par-
ticipate have a lot easier time changing — tradhngr outfits
— than they used to. This year it was great becauesdnad
decided that we were not going to be in sessiortHerArctic
Winter Games and | was really excited and | govdtunteer
for snowshoeing. | was a snowshoeing course marshal

| had never done this before and a lot of the m&ers
had not done it either so we went through a ba ténowshoe-
ing boot camp” about what you could and could notod the
snhowshoeing course — understanding that the kidddot
cross lines in a certain spot, but could crossslimeanother
spot — trying to get people to the start line whoonbt speak
English in any way, shape or form.

So between motions and smiles and increasing voiame
trying to get people to where they had to be, it weally excit-
ing. The snowshoeing competition this year waslyeatredi-
ble, because it was in LaPage Park, downtown. & veally
near the Kwanlin Dun Cultural Centre, which wasagyréoe-
cause sometimes the sports crossed. What was neaigdible
about it was that this year, the snowshoeing cowese on the
river. It has been a really long time since thatgdened. So it
wasn't on a soccer field. It wasn't on a cross-¢ouski field.
It was on the river. It's interesting, because rayl thad to do a
lot to convince people that it was thick enougtbéosafe. The
City of Whitehorse went out and made sure that, jtewas
indeed thick enough and it was safe.
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So, for the first time in the Yukon, the snowshageimas
held on the river, and it was incredible, becausehave the
park now — Shipyards Park, sorry, not LaPage Parknd-the
cultural centre and we had the snowshoeing. I'veendeen
involved with something like that. My involvemengfore was
in snowboarding and then, of course, in soccerwShoeing is
completely different, because you have the soleetspnd you
have the team aspect. | hadn’t really seen thairéefThe long
course was longer than I'd like to run unless stinet really
big was chasing me, and it went across the rivdrugmthe hill
by Long Lake Road, and it went all around.

| got placed on the far corner, so | would see kidst the
hill. They had to get to the hob of the hill befdie see them,
and | would cheer like crazy as they came huffing puffing
past me and went back into the woods. It was sdaiegc| got
to watch young athletes struggle — because | kinmy tvere
tired — and sometimes | knew they were done. Anémwthey
were doing multiple laps, | knew how many they hadjo, so
I'd be like — “You're so close.” It was incredible.

2012 opening and closing ceremonies. There wasp'thbp
and there wasn't lighting and there wasn’t musitink it was
a little bit more subdued.

| thank the minister for all the work that she @y, and |
know that, with your help, this can happen. | thmk Member
for Vuntut Gwitchin for bringing it forward. To arkid who is
not sure if they want to work hard enough to behia Arctic
Winter Games — you totally should; it's totally wiorit. I'm
glad | did and I'm glad | had the support of my commity
when it happened. | look forward to voting for this

Mr. Tredger:
the atmosphere and the feeling in the Legislataday. It re-
minds me of the Canada Winter Games. Communitieseco
together from across the circumpolar north, frorspdrate
backgrounds, from different cultures — some thimggom-
mon, some things not in common — and they buildaart and
they build a community. They take the strengthhatt tommu-
nity to the host community as well as to the repecommu-

Then when | saw athletes come up — one team cont@ up nities that they visit. | want to thank everyonehigre for shar-

pass another team — they always offered words obwage-
ment. So it wasn't — “I'm going to pass you, anthlgoing to
beat you.” It was — “You can do this, you're almtstre, you
can do this.” It was an incredible thing in snowsing.

And then we have my mom — her name is Marg. She's

also a super volunteer, and she has been on tiseomistaff on
more than one occasion for the Arctic Winter Gangwe’s a
high-ranking official in curling. You guys actuallgight know
my mom. She has volunteered for every Arctic Wirdames
since as far as | can remember. She does it ircdpacity of
mission staff or support staff or regular volunfegrsometimes
she’s the curling official, and sometimes she’saofficial for
something that involves timing, because she ddes ef that.
I’'m always really grateful that | grew up in a fdymivhere vol-
unteering was so important.

| continue to see the changes. The differenceengimes
from the 1990s, when | participated, to the oneeméyg, in
2012, that | was involved in an official capacityas astro-
nomical.

In 1992, | am not really sure that they knew whew
were going or how we were supposed to get fromtp&ito
point B. I'm pretty sure that parents would drive at times,
and I'm sure at times we would walk between venltegias
not the organization that it is now. There wereumtéers, but
there was not three volunteers per athlete.

| think what Whitehorse did — or, the Yukon did #the
last games was because of our practice with thedzawinter
Games — | mean, we can host anything — “We canghitie
Olympics here and we've got it sorted out.” So, difeerences
I've seen from the 1990s to now are incredible.

When | listen to the minister talk about all theiops that
she has put forward, | know we can do it. | knowttkideo
screens between two places and all the hoopla#mago along
with that — the lights and the action and all thatcan be in-
credible. | know that when it was my opening —ihthit was
at the Takhini Arena — it was probably the biggeshue we
had at that point of time. It was okay, but it eerty wasn’t the

ing their experiences, for supporting the Membar Yointut
Gwitchin in his motion, and for supporting the Mitér of
Community Services in her endeavours to make theeggust
a little bit better for athletes this year.

| speak from a number of different perspectivesiak a
principal in Pelly Crossing for many years wheirdtfheard of
the games and the experiences of a small commandyhow
they affected them. | was also a principal in Witese and
many of my students there participated. | was &ltea sorry,
| wasn’t a coach of Canada Winter Games, | wasazltof a
feeder group that got in there. | never did mak&ibe the
coach of the big teams.

| was a father. | was a volunteer and | was a sperct
Each one of those capacities made me a betterméefgoen |
hear the stories shared today, that’s not a urfiggieng. Of the
people in the House, all of us have been affecyetth® games.
All of us had our lives enriched by the games. Westand
proud to be Yukoners and proud to support the Ardfinter
Games.

When | was in Pelly, the people there weren't atvely
involved, but they were involved. | must commeneé ®port
Yukon teams that came out to our community: thembatbn
team that worked with the kids in my school; thecgs team;
Frank Turner, whom we saw earlier, for coming byl éeiking
about dog mushing; the volleyball team; and paldity the
Arctic sports team who came out involving the ctahd in
Pelly, the students at Pelly, and giving them a goa some-
thing to shoot for.

A number of the students did participate in teamd a
years later when they came into Whitehorse for highool
they had friends. That's huge — that’s huge whemrgocom-
ing from a small community to a large centre likdnit¥horse
and you find somebody who smiles at you; somebodi w
whom you can share an experience — how importaatt igh
Many of the governing bodies may not have realtheddiffer-
ence they made in children’s lives, but they didd & thank
them for that.

The member beside me here mentioned
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The other aspect that people from Pelly were ineglin
was in the cultural exchanges. The cultural compbé the
Arctic Winter Games is huge. It affects us all @ines us an-
other reason to be proud of who we are and whereamge
from, and to share those experiences, not onlysactaltures,
but intergenerationally. When the elders get a chan share
their stories, when the drummers come to town eard talk
about their culture and drum in athletes, it makeliference.

The games have expanded and involve more peopieeall
time, as they should. People have recognized the\and the
importance of them.

My daughter was a soccer player and | can remeiméer
training all year long to get ready and hopefullgka the soc-
cer team. There was preparation, dedication and W&t she
and her teammates put in to coalesce. You know, tescher,
one of the things | realized was how important arggoup is
to kids as they grow up. My daughter’'s soccer ggeup —
and neighbours have talked about hockey peer gravmbave
talked about different athletes and their peer gsoand the
difference they make. As a parent or as a tea&hewing who
your children are going out with and where they goéng
makes a huge difference. As a parent, | was ludygh to be
able to drive my children to athletic activitiest fikst | thought
| was spending a lot of time driving and then llisd how
fortunate | was to have that time with my daugluzptive be-
side me so she couldn’t run away. There are littlegs like
that that a lot of people don't think about wheeytihink about
the Arctic Winter Games or other competitions — hawpor-
tant they are to building family and building conmmity.

| got to be a volunteer several times and saw thletes as
they went to their venue and worked on things witiensity
and excitement. | watched the crowds as they wovkig the
athletes. As | said earlier, it humbled me and ma#emuch
richer for it. We're very fortunate to live in amonunity that
has hosted and is able to host the Arctic Wintem&aon a
fairly regular basis. | watched my community in \éfhiorse
and my community in Pelly grow and take pride inatvthey
were able to put on. | was also fortunate enoughatee! to the
games in Grande Prairie and in the Kenai Peninsuld,| saw
that same thing happening in their communities. k\ilve were
in the Kenai Peninsula, the people there took piridghowing
us around and showing us their community.

Despite the work that it takes to host the gantes effect
lasts a long time.

When the Arctic Winter Games were here last, | wals
unteering on the ski hill. The ski hill itself ddgped a com-
munity around it. I'll never forget one young giffom
Greenland who was quite scared leaving the tent avats the
guard of the tent, standing around as Jan mentioNéen she
came back down she was puffed and out of breathshed
looked at me with these big eyes and this incrédalid said,
“l won.” A few minutes later, the Minister of Commitly Ser-
vices was putting a gold medal around her neck.t Tk
beamed from ear to ear and that memory will livéhwne and
will live with many of the spectators.

In Grande Prairie | remember talking to some of sty
dents who were in speed skating and how happy wWeng.

While principal of this school, many of my studemisre in-
volved in figure skating and hockey, leaving scheairly
sometimes for a practice. It was sort of a stickhtdd over
them because they made sure their homework was lufoee
they left. It works — it built community and the dieation
shown by athletes carries through into all theiedi.

Last year when the dog mushers were here | was at
Takhini Elementary School as a host and the dochemsswere
there. There were dog mushers and their parentshabl@ome
from Nunavut and the Northwest Territories. Thisswaa big
event for them. | couldn’'t quite fathom somebodynging
their dog team all the way from Nunavut, and theickgion
and the perseverance they must have shown to doBha
there they were, keen and raring to go and hawegtitne of
their lives.

| would like to commend the Member for Vuntut Gwiitc
for bringing forth this motion. | wholeheartedlypport it. |
would like to thank the Minister of Community Sezes for
taking this forth and for looking at alternativesdacreative
solutions. I'd like to encourage all the athletesail of the
events not to give up, but to keep their hopesThpnk you.

Speaker: If the member now speaks, he will close de-
bate. Does any other member wish to be heard?

Mr. Elias: It's a pleasure and I'm proud to be in here
today, because our words today — I'm thinking up2@i6,
when hopefully everybody is still here. We're goitaylook
back on our words today and be proud of what werdidere.
We gave support to our minister so that she cak worbehalf
of our territory’s citizens and those athletes vaie aspiring to
be the best that they can be. The eloquence anddids today
fill my heart, so thank you.

| want to go over a couple of things that | thouglere
important about how sport has the power to sawesliin 1986,
it was my first Arctic Winter Games as well. | walaying pee-
wee hockey. | credit my coaches and Mr. Wayne PaadeMr.
Mike House because there were two paths | coule haken
during that time in my life. One path wasn’t so daand the
other one was to stick with hockey and to play spofm
confident today that decision | made to continwseyiplg sports
saved my life; | can say that with confidence. Sewwe talk
about the power of sport in here today, that's vithateans.

| also wanted to mention that my son played atfing
Arctic Winter Games last year. | think he scored twv three
goals and he’s always going to remember that. Emed up
in the bronze medal final with Alaska and unfortieha they
didn’t make it, but again, it builds solid youngizéns — to be
able to win and lose with grace. So | said, “Youjaing to
have another opportunity, son. You don’t worry atthat.”

It was a pleasure to hear the minister’s optioas she put
forward on the floor today, because | didn't realizome of
those options had already been spoken about at &udhh
level, and | think some of them are very intriguiegpecially
having Iceland possibly as a venue — that’s that five ever
heard of that.
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In my discussions with Yukoners in the stores andhie
hockey rinks and in my office, there are a cougleteresting
options that haven’t been mentioned here today. @tleem is
actually from two totally different people, bothviived in
hockey, however. It's with regard to the Winter €&l hockey
— the National Hockey League game that was recerdly
celled. The possibility there was to have the tsggeockey
crowd in the history of the NHL, and how they dattiis they
have the ability to have artificial ice made whenewith
plants. So a couple of people came up to me arj Sathy
can’t we do this in Nuuk? Why can’'t we approach Mational
Hockey League Players’ Association and the Natidtaikey
League — because they do need some positive exgpagiit
now — to help ensure that midget hockey and sp&atng
and curling are in the 2016 Arctic Winter Games?”

| thought, “Wow, they're thinking about the detadsd
about ways of solving this issue for our citizehhthink that’s
amazing.

Another Yukoner came up to me and said, “Look,

Greenland has sea lifts, or barges. We could tahspwhole
removable arena for the ice sports to Nuuk and takmck
out.” So those are some of the things that weretioeed to
me.

Back in 1986, again — | also have a lasting reteiop
with someone, who was then an athlete and is notherin-
ternational committee. So it’s no surprise to meg #ort Smith
came up. So | say this with a smile on my face that mem-
ber of the international committee is lobbying floer own
town. | support that as well. She knows who she is.

One of the challenges the Arctic Winter Games hder
tional Committee is faced with in regard to an é&so dog
mushing is that it's actually illegal to import dogbove the
Arctic Circle in Greenland.

If a dog is flown below Greenland’'s Arctic Circlewill
never be allowed back again. “Why?” people aslks liecause
they want to ensure that the Greenland dog brepdrées Those
are the kinds of things that the Arctic Winter Ganteterna-
tional Committee has to think about and deal witlhieir deci-
sions. That's just one issue and there are mamyarted to
bring that to light.

Mr. Frank Turner gave me a letter today and | want
guote a couple of sections from it with regard g enushing.
He said, “In my opinion to not include dog teamshe ‘Arc-
tic’ games would be a travesty.

“Please do not deny our youth the opportunity tmedo-
gether with their dogs and build friendships tmahscend time
and geography. Respectfully, Frank Turner.”

He hand-delivered that letter to me today.

In conclusion, | would just like to thank everybaoabyglay. |
think we can be proud of the words that hopefuliyf wan-
scend time and help our Minister of Community Sezsiin
achieving her goal on behalf of the citizens o$ ti@irritory.

I almost forgot something, Mr. Speaker: | was wadki
through Wal-Mart last night and | was stopped alsixtimes
because | guess word spreads pretty quickly thattas being
debated today and they said, “Darius, while yowtet, can
you try to include judo, weight-lifting and boxingnd these

sports into the games as well?” | said, “Okay, fldke sure it
gets on the permanent Hansard.” So | just did that.

Thank you to those citizens who also care abouir the
sports and their inclusion in the Arctic Winter Gasn

Over the years of my participation in the Arctic Aiér
Games and watching our citizenry over the decades,had
the privilege of observing the Arctic Winter Gamasd the
athletes oath, when they stand up and represeintjtinisdic-
tion and on behalf of the athletes say, “In the earhall par-
ticipants, | pledge to embrace the Arctic Wintem@&a in the
spirit of fair play and cultural exchange, respegtthe tradi-
tions that govern them and celebrating the honowar excel-
lence of our teams.” | think that in itself saydoa So thank
you to each and every one of the MLAs here todaghdil
cho.

Speaker:  Are you prepared for the question?

Some Hon. Members:  Division.
Division

Speaker:  Division has been called.
Bells
Speaker:  Mr. Clerk, please poll the House.

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: Agree.

Hon. Mr. Cathers: Agree.

Hon. Ms. Taylor: Agree.

Hon. Mr. Graham: Agree.

Hon. Mr. Kent: Agree.

Hon. Mr. Nixon: Agree.

Ms. McLeod: Agree.

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: Agree.

Hon. Mr. Dixon: Agree.

Mr. Hassard: Agree.

Ms. Hanson: Agree.

Ms. Stick: Agree.

Ms. White: Agree.

Mr. Tredger: Agree.

Mr. Barr: Agree.

Mr. Silver: Agree.

Mr. Elias: Agree.

Clerk: Mr. Speaker, the results are 17 yea, nil nay.

Speaker:  The yeas have it. | declare the motion car-
ried.

Motion No. 252 agreed to

Motion No. 275

Clerk: Motion No. 275, standing in the name of Mr.
Tredger.

Speaker: It is moved by the Member for Mayo-
Tatchun

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon to:

(1) implement an immediate moratorium;

(2) conduct a full and rigorous scientific revieand

(3) conduct a public consultation on the effectd dasir-
ability of hydraulic fracturing, also known as “@king”, before
any regulatory approvals or permitting is allowed‘ukon.
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Mr. Tredger:
House today to speak to Motion No. 275. This motiatls
upon the Government of Yukon to implement an imraexdi
moratorium on the controversial practice of hydiadiactur-
ing, or “fracking.” The motion further calls on tlg®vernment
to conduct a full and rigorous scientific reviewth& potential
impacts of fracking. Finally, the motion calls dmetgovern-
ment to conduct a public consultation on the pcactf frack-
ing. The scientific review and public consultatisimould take
place before any regulatory approvals or permits granted
for fracking.

The Yukon NDP has a proud history of supportingpoes
sible resource extraction in the territory.

We believe, as do many Yukoners, that we can baild
prosperous economy that benefits everyone withestrdying
the environment. We understand and embrace theofaere-
sponsible, competitive resource extraction industrgur terri-
tory and its contributions to our economy. We dkdee the role
of government as steward of our environment andnaiural
resources very seriously. There is no doubt thatgonent
plays an important role in creating an attractiusibess envi-
ronment in the territory. Yet this role as econorfacilitator
must not come second to that of an environmengs¥artd. As
we all know, economic opportunities in the resouseetor
come and go. They are subject to inevitable flugina in
world commodity prices and, of course, once thasources
are gone, they are gone forever. They are als@sutg natural
cyclical variances where resource industries bupdand then
go away.

As we noticed in the past five years with minirftgre has
been a gradual buildup of activity. Last year, exalion activ-
ity peaked for this cycle. It's important as steslaof the envi-
ronment and stewards of our territory to look asth cycles.
When we had peak exploration, who benefited? Widm't#
How did our resources stand up? How did the comtiasni
fare? Did this new-found economic surplus beneférgone?
How much of it stayed in our territory? How manyair chil-
dren got permanent jobs? Now is the time for antanfdthe
activity as we prepare for the next wave of minaugivity.
We’re moving from exploration into confirmation diat and
into actual mining.

How, without checking — without doing a serious Keatt
our experiences — can we ensure that the extractioour
natural resources benefits all our territory arat the leave no
one behind?

I would go further and say that our land and outeware

It is with great pleasure that | rise in the critical to all of us. The First Nations have shousithe way.

They've shown us and told stories and told us abwiimpor-
tance of our land and where we are from and theitapce of
cooperating and collaborating and living togetherlearning
from our experiences, growing from our experienaed shar-
ing our experiences. Our children, our childrertiddren, and
future generations will all depend on our environin® sus-
tain them. We must not sacrifice our irreplaceaigironment
in the name of making a quick buck. What we enjogaty
should also be a vital part of our legacy for fetgenerations.

Economic opportunities in the resource sector cantkgo
as world markets rise and fall. Our environment, loome, is
forever and while we need and embrace economiwityctit
must be done in such a way as to preserve therityted our
land, our people and our resources.

As | was writing this, Mr. Speaker, the Peel Riveater-
shed came to mind. In many ways, the whole is greéhtain the
sum of its parts. It's unique in the world. It lsetlargest rela-
tively undisturbed boreal forest river watershedhe world.
We have an incredible jewel and an incredible opymity to
keep the Peel sound and whole. | would remind tiastér of
Energy, Mines and Resources and the Minister ofrBnment
that it is a jewel and people will come from fardawide to
visit it and the First Nations gather strength fribom

We all can have a spiritual touch to it. Yukondmotigh-
out the territory are recognizing how special and/ lunique in
the world our land is. | remember watching a masédied A
River Runs Through It.don’t want to see the movie about the
Peel called “A Road Runs Through It". Yukoners tighout
the territory are calling for greater respect fbe tvalues of
conservation and protection and for actions thatlmsed on
the sound and responsible management of the Y ukwinoe-
ment. Yukoners support and seek sustainable dewelop—
development that knows and respects environmemdakland
that will benefit all Yukoners today and in the s@# come.

Yukon New Democrats understand that. That is why a
Yukon New Democratic government passed the YuEami-
ronment Ac0 years ago. It is in this context of understagdi
and supporting the role of a strong resource imgust our
territory, while at the same time, taking the rofegovernment
as environmental steward seriously that we bring thotion
forward.

The Yukon Party government has repeatedly refused r
quests for a full public discussion, informed byidewce, on
the issue of fracking. They have argued that stheee are no

Our environment — our one environment that's home t current proposals on the table for fracking in ¥hekon, we

people, animals and plants alike — is forever. &lgers tell us
we are part of the land and part of the water. Akbeas even
written about that. Yukoners know that our wildeseis
unique in the world. We and all living beings degem the
land, the water and the air to sustain us.

ought not to discuss the issue. They have beenistism and
accusatory, going so far as to call us “alarmist’dven raising
the issues.

As | said in Question Period, it is the Yukon Pagty-
ernment that is causing alarm and polarization gméuakon-

Yukon First Nations have depended on this envirarime ers by refusing to discuss the issue. A publicudision, a con-

since time immemorial. They are an important paduw iden-
tity and our deep attachment to the Yukon’s vastsfing
landscape, from the Southern Lakes to the Nortlp&Slis an
important part of our history.

sultation process, that currently is supported d@iy the Yukon
Conservation Society and Northern Cross — thoseosifp
ends of the spectrum, as the Premier likes to sag public
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discussion that is informed by good, objectivegstific evi-
dence.

The government’s reluctance to engage Yukonershian t
important issue and to allow their voices to bertiés discon-
certing. By denying calls for a public discussianfoacking on
the grounds that no fracking is currently proposadgests a
peculiar approach to governing. Instead of addngsttie issue
of fracking head on, this government seems to eoting its
collective head in the sand. They say that sinezethis no
fracking planned for tomorrow, we shouldn’t botlscussing
it today. This strikes me as incredibly shortsightend coun-
terproductive.

As long as the Yukon Party government continuesetoy
that fracking is on the horizon — while most Yukohend
industry can see it coming — members of the publitcon-
tinue to be concerned. Mistrust and doubt in theegament
will continue to grow. This isn’'t in anyone’s bésterest.

The way to engage and embrace industry is to ensure
through public discussion and public participatidghrough
scientific, rigorous examination of both the prawldhe cons,
the positives and the negatives of industrial exiva — that
Yukoners will have the benefit of that extractidrhat is the
way to cease the polarization, the way to engadeoers and
the way to engage the industry and have produetige valu-
able resources.

Speaker:  As the time is 5:30 p.m., this House stands
adjourned until 1:00 p.m. tomorrow.
Debate on Motion No. 275 accordingly adjourned

The House adjourned at 5:30 p.m.
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