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Yukon Legislative Assembly
Whitehorse, Yukon
Thursday, November 8, 2012 — 1:00 p.m.

Speaker: I will now call the House to order. We will
proceed at this time with prayers.

Prayers

DAILY ROUTINE

Speaker:
Paper.
Tributes.

TRIBUTES

In recognition of Remembrance Day

Hon. Mr. Pasloski:
membrance Day. Since 1919, Canada has dedicatey &od
remember those who have sacrificed themselvesiméime of
freedom and peace. This Sunday, many Yukonersatignd
Remembrance Day ceremonies in order to honour eterans.
As we bow our heads, we think of all of the bravennand
women who have died in conflict — ordinary Canadjaordi-
nary Yukoners, who volunteered again and again aaenex-
traordinary sacrifices and who have achieved gheéags.

In each of the armed conflicts in Canada’s histohgse
men and women believed that their actions in tlesgmt would
make a difference in the future. Our responsibibtyo honour
that belief by continuing to work for peace.

Today Canadian Forces members serve in missionsi@ro

the world. They continue that work for freedom grehce for
our country and for others.

We recognize their commitment and that of theirifias
Their sacrifice is real, and we will never forggemembrance
Day is as important today as it was in 1919. Easdir,ya new
group of citizens, a new group of youth, learn dh@anada’s
role in the Great Wars of the world, the legacyof veterans,
and our continued commitment to world peace.

Mr. Speaker, | encourage everyone in this Legistato
attend the ceremonies on Sunday and never forgetatrifice
made by so many. I’'m proud to recognize that weinldact,
have three veterans here in the gallery today: Yp@rossinger,
Red Grossinger and Doc Forbes. Thank you, Mr. Speak

Applause

Ms. White:

Official Opposition to commemorate Remembrance Diay.

recently had a bit of an awakening. For the fiirstetin my 35
years, | went to the Legion, not for some otheméwe func-
tion, but on a Monday night — a plain old, ordindfpnday
night.

In the downtown core, on a quiet side street, jysfrom
the Pioneer Cemetery, sandwiched between a calimgthop
and a gift shop, sits an average-looking whiteding. From
the outside, the Royal Canadian Legion, Branch g&ght not
look like much, but on the inside looking out, it® entirely
different place — a comfortable room with tablesl @hairs, a

We will proceed at this time with the Order

| rise today to pay tribute to Re-

bar against a side wall and a feeling — thereuby/ta feeling
in this room. Support, love and understanding dinee eand
well in this space.

A great big table was in the middle of the room amdry-
one who was in attendance was sitting around alfoe t— men
and women, ordinary in appearance, extraordinargxperi-
ence — was in various conversations. | was intreduand
welcomed to join. | was so lucky to be able to taikh Darcy,
Red, David and Doc. These four men are veterarsy, tlave
all seen active duty and been involved in differeanflicts.
These four men made many sacrifices for Canadat asd
listened as they reminisced. It's hard for veterantalk about
their experiences — many don’t want to remember ratige
the memories. When they do talk, it's mainly amdhgm-
selves. How can an outsider possibly understandthedt
they've been through, all that they've seen? Thattg/ the
Legion is so important; here there is no judgmierst, support.

Some of the stories had laughter and some hadloegy
heavy pauses. There was talk about the oath ofceer+ to
serve, you must be prepared to sacrifice. Missiomes first
above all other considerations. They explained éisad service
member, in the course of their duties, they arerpftalled
upon to make sacrifices. They face known and unkndean-
gers, great hardships and deprivations. They grarated from
the families they love; they risk permanent ané-éftering
injuries; and sometimes they make the ultimate ifbeer—
they give their very lives.

They all knew this, yet they still chose to sign fop us.
They agreed that Remembrance Day was about thenfah
those who didn’'t make it home, but they said thatnnature of
conflict has changed. Canada’s involvement in Afgsimn and
our involvement with the UN have left many veteramish
scars, both visible and invisible. They believe #raphasis
must now also focus on the survivors — the vetenahs
made it home, shadows of their former selves.

| learned that they also have to battle with buceacy and
prove their injuries. | learned that losses areg@é a one-time
payout. | learned that a full military pension rees the same
clawbacks at 65 as a public service pension. hkzthat they
feel the system is broken, but they remind me thay are
lucky. They have each other in the Legion.

Through the support of community and family, theyl w
get through it. They worry about the veterans whe @one
with their pain. They worry about the veterans wWiawve been
forgotten because they were unable to ask for Rafithout

It's a great honour to rise on behalf of thehesitation, they tell me that if they had to dooiter, they

would. I am reminded of how lucky | am to be aldénive met
such brave and sincere men.

More than anything, | want them to know that | leahat
they said and that I'm grateful for it, and | wilbt sit silently
by. Gentlemen, this poem by A. Lawrence Vaincodust A
Common Soldieiis for you.

“He was getting old and paunchy and his hair wélsén
fast,

“And he sat around the Legion, telling storiestaf past.

“Of a war that he had fought in and the deeds higahad
done,
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“In his exploits with his buddies; they were heroegery
one.

“And tho’ sometimes, to his neighbours, his talesdme a
joke,

“All his Legion buddies listened, for they knew whef he
spoke.

“But we'll hear his tales no longer for old Bill fgassed
away,

“And the world’s a little poorer, for a soldier di¢oday.

“He will not be mourned by many, just his childr@md his
wife,

“For he lived an ordinary and quite uneventful.life

“Held a job and raised a family, quietly going huig/n
way,

“And the world won'’t note his passing, though adéei
died today

“When politicians leave this earth, their bodiesih state,

“While thousands note their passing and proclaiat they
were great.

“Papers tell their whole life stories, from the &rthat they
were young,

“But the passing of a soldier goes unnoticed arsling.

“Is the greatest contribution to the welfare of turd

“A guy who breaks his promises and cons his felloan?

“Or the ordinary fellow who, in times of war andifg,

“Goes off to serve his Country and offers up Hisdi

“A politician’s stipend and the style in which heds

“Are sometimes disproportionate to the service that
gives.

“While the ordinary soldier, who offered up his,all

“Is paid off with a medal and perhaps, a pensioalsm

“It's so easy to forget them for it was so long ago

“That the old Bills of our Country went to battleut we
know

“It was not the politicians, with their compromisaesd
ploys,

“Who won for us the freedom that our Country now en
joys.

“Should you find yourself in danger, with your eriemat
hand,

“Would you want a politician with his ever-shiftidgand?

“Or would you prefer a soldier, who has sworn tfedd

“His home, his kin and Country and would fight litkie
end?

“He was just a common soldier and his ranks arevigig
thin,

“But his presence should remind us we made neelikbis
again.

“For when countries are in conflict, then we firge tsol-
dier's part

“Is to clean up all the troubles that the polititsastart.”

“If we cannot do him honor while he’s here to hdiae
praise,

“Then at least let’'s give him homage at the endifidpis
days,

“Perhaps just a simple headline in a paper thatdveay,

“Our Country is in mourning, for a soldier died &yd’

To veterans everywhere, thank you so much for what
have given us.

Mr. Silver: | rise today on behalf of the Liberal cau-
cus to pay tribute to Remembrance Day. On RemermbrBay
Canadians honour and remember our veterans andhalhave
served Canada during war, armed conflict and paadecom-
memorate their sacrifices.

As we remember, we also recognize that 2012 i</ €tk
anniversary of Dieppe, as well as the 70th annargref the
Canadian Wrens. The other common name for tod&4risi-
stice Day,” which marks the date and time where iegsm
stopped fighting in World War | on November 11 &tQ0 a.m.
in 1918 — the 1" hour of the 14 day of the 14 month. Over
100,000 Canadian soldiers died in the First and&taVorld
Wars.

Throughout the world, the poppy is associated wéh
membrance and symbolizes the memory of those wbd idi
order that we may be free.

During the First World War, Flanders in Belgium saw
some of the most concentrated and bloodiest bafitesre was
complete devastation: buildings, roads, trees aatdral life
simply disappeared. Where there were once farmshantes,
there was now a sea of mud, a grave for the deatemmen
still fought and lived.

The only other living thing that survived was theppy.
Flowering each year with the coming of the warm tiveg the
poppy brought life, hope, colour and reassurand@dse who
were still fighting. John McCrae’s poern Flanders Fields
may be the most famous one of the Great War.

The day before he wrote it, one of his closesnhftiewas
kiled and buried in a grave decorated with onlysimnple
wooden cross. Wild poppies were already bloomingveen
the crosses that marked the graves of those whe kiked in
battle. Unable to help his friend and other fakefdiers, John
McCrae gave them a voice throulghFlanders Fields

We wear the poppies before and on Remembrancemay i
memory of those and to show our respect and sufpodur
Canadian troops and veterans and commemorate dheii-
fices. Remembrance Day services will be held albss Can-
ada. The Canadian flag will be lowered to half-nfemin sun-
rise to sunset and we will bow our heads in silesitcgrecisely
11:00 a.m.

The Last Poswill be played to introduce two minutes of
silence and we will remember them. Thank you.

Mr. Elias: | rise today to pay tribute to Remembrance
Day. November 11 is an important landmark on thendar in
Canada. It marks a day when we all pause to remethiee
people who have made some of the most importartriban
tions to our great country.

Through our history, millions of brave Canadian neem
women have represented Canada in wars and peadsieep
missions. Over 100,000 have died in those conflittemen-
dous sacrifices were made by our people and Canadhl be
a very different nation without their important ¢obutions. |
am proud to say that First Nation people have atwstpod
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shoulder to shoulder with their fellow Canadiangépresent-
ing our country in conflicts overseas.

There is research to indicate that in both World8Vabo-
riginals volunteered for military service in profionately
greater numbers than the rest of the Canadian atipulat
large. It is important to recognize the many vater&om our
territory. We salute them and we salute their mgmburing
the First World War, one in three First Nation peop- ap-
proximately 4,000 people — enlisted to fight on &iélof Can-
ada.

Some reserves were nearly depleted of young manras
sult. For example, oral testimony from the Goldeakéd. Re-
serve in eastern Ontario tells of the reserve’'seable-bodied
male population eligible for service during the &t World
War and how all but three volunteered for duty.sThésponse
startled the Canadian government of the time, ledPime
Minister Robert Borden, who had at first intendeddiscour-
age involvement by First Nation people.

No one is quite sure why First Nation people resigon
with strong enthusiasm to Canada’s involvement iioraign
conflict without any prompting. It may have been@portu-
nity for men on reserves to assume a more actile inothe
country of Canada. A tradition of defending the \@n& inter-
ests may also have been a factor, or the simpletliat free-
dom, as they knew it, was under attack. After Rilist Nation
people have long fought on behalf of Great Britdiating back
to the activities of Mohawk Chief Joseph Brant dgrthe 18
century. In World War |, many became snipers ooneais-
sance scouts, drawing upon traditional hunting anmilitary
skills, including Inuit sniper John Shiwak, and l&dje snipers
Johnson Paudash and Francis Pegahmagabow.

During the Second World War, 3,090 First Nation geo
enlisted and fought for Canada. Mary Greyeyes Raiced the
way for generations of aboriginal women to servedia by
becoming the first aboriginal woman to join the &dian
Forces in 1942. By the end of World War Il, 25 apioal
women had served in the women'’s divisions of theyamavy
and air force. It's estimated that several hundr@dnteered to
help the United Nations defend South Korea duriregorean
War. Of those who did participate in the™@entury war ef-
forts, the service records of many First Nationivithials and
Indian reserve communities are impressive.

A national monument was unveiled on National Abiowd)
Day, June 21, 2001, to recognize the sacrifices amdribu-
tions of aboriginal veterans. It stands in downto@ttawa,
steps from the National War Memorial. First Nati@whtinue
to participate in the Canadian Forces, which oftbree dis-
tinct programs to aboriginal people — the aborigieadership
opportunity year, summer training programs, and@aeadian
Forces aboriginal entry program.

As Remembrance Day approaches, | am proud to lee
to recognize the important contributions that Fisition peo-
ple have made and continue to make in distingugsianada
as a partner in freedom and peace the world over.

Speaker:
Remembrance Day marks the end of Veterans’ Weelk. dt

time for Yukoners and other Canadians to honoumtkea and

women who defended Canada during times of war awe h
brought peace to troubled parts of the world. Tleedoms we
cherish exist largely because of the sacrifices emlayl these
brave individuals. At this time of year we wear pms. We

pause for two minutes of silence to pay tribute atiknd

ceremonies to honour their memory.

As this is the last sitting day before Remembrabag, it
is appropriate for members to observe a momentlefice. |
ask that everyone present reflect on the extraargisacrifices
of those Canadians who have served, and contingerte, in
times of war and turmoil. Please stand for a moméstlence.

Moment of silence observed

Speaker:
grow old:

“Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn.

“At the going down of the sun and in the morning

“We will remember them.”

Please be seated.

Introduction of visitors.

Are there any returns or documents for tabling?

TABLING RETURNS AND DOCUMENTS

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: | rise to table a joint letter from
Northern Cross Yukon Limited and the Yukon Constova
Society, addressed to Chief Joe Linklater of thentut
Gwitchin First Nation and me.

“They shall grow not old, as we that are left

Speaker:  Are there any other documents for tabling?
Are there any reports of committees?
Are there any petitions to be presented?

PETITIONS

Petition No. 6

Mr. Elias: On behalf of my constituents in Old Crow,
| present the following petition to the Legislatidassembly. It
is signhed by 141 of my community members.

To the Yukon Legislative Assembly:

This petition of the undersigned shows:

THAT the residents of Old Crow, Yukon, are planniog
build and operate the Old Crow winter road thakdirthe
community to the Dempster Highway during the wintér
2012/13, which will have direct socio-economic Héador all
citizens of Old Crow; and

THAT the initiative is motivated by a number of damals
to transport freight to the community that wouldherwise be
shipped by air freight, or not shipped at all daehigh costs
and/or feasibility. Some items such as fuel stotag&s are too
large to be shipped by aircraft; likewise matesiath as metal

ablvaste and hazardous waste (dangerous goods) cdmnot

shipped out of the community by aircraft; and

THAT the Vuntut Gwitchin First Nation governmentsha
signed intergovernmental accord with the Governmeht
Yukon and has thus committed their human and fiigme-

Sunday, November 11 is Remembrance Daysgyrces to this initiative; and
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THAT the Yukon government is deferring their partne
ship and financial contribution to the constructafithe winter
road which will delay or preclude the constructi@incritical
infrastructure such as the fuel tank farm; the camity recrea-
tion centre foundation, and prevent the cleanupghef metal
dump, or collection and removal of waste such &s @pol-
ants, solvents and batteries that pose environinesia to the
community;

THEREFORE the undersigned ask the Yukon Legislative

Assembly to urge the Government of Yukon to becameajor
partner by committing its portion of the financralsources to
the successful construction and decommissioningefvinter
road from the Dempster Highway to the communityGiél
Crow, Yukon, in the winter of 2012/13.

Speaker:
tion?

Are there any bills to be introduced?

Are there any notices of motion?

NOTICES OF MOTION

Ms. McLeod: I give notice of the following motion:

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon to-co
tinue to work toward ensuring Yukoners have actedsealth
information and services at all stages of theiediby continu-
ing to:

(1) promote healthy living and eating habits;

(2) fund anti-smoking campaigns;

(3) pay for and promote flu vaccines for Yukoners;

(4) work with the Yukon Hospital Corporation to ope
more continuing care beds at the Thomson Centre;

(5) promote the well-being of Yukoners and the praion
of iliness in order to address the rising tide bfanic condi-
tions and their impact on the health care system;

(6) work on doctor training, recruitment and retemtfor
all Yukon communities;

(7) raise mental health awareness;

(8) support addictions treatment for Yukoners dreldon-
struction of a new Sarah Steele Building; and

(9) support NGOs and community groups that promot

healthy living in the Yukon.

| also give notice of the following motion:

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon te fu
ther increase Yukoners' access to family doctorsatmending
the Medical Profession Actegulations to allow international
medical graduates, practising under a special dieeto prac-
tise in the Yukon for seven years instead of figarg.

Ms. White:
tion:

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon ta-ho
our the contributions and sacrifices of veteransidyconsider-
ing veterans’ disability pensions to be incometfa purposes
of:

(1) determining eligibility for programs and semicto the
Government of Yukon or its corporations; and

| rise to give notice of the following mo-

e

(2) calculating income-based fees charged for aogr
and services of the Government of Yukon or its ocapons.

Speaker: Is there a statement by a minister?
This brings us to Question Period.

QUESTION PERIOD
Question re: Veterans’ disability pensions

Ms. White: | just gave notice of a motion regarding
veterans' disability pensions. We have raised iggse several
times through letters and questions to ministersmiders are
aware that the Federal Court of Canada ruled vetérisabil-
ity pensions are not to be considered income wigterchining
eligibility for some federal government supportshéM | raised
the issue with this government, the response wai Ykon

Are there any further petitions for presenta-yij| keep considering veterans’ disability pensicas income

when determining eligibility for programs and sees and
calculating income-based fees for things like Yukoumsing.

During Veterans’ Week, with Remembrance Day on the
horizon, | respectfully suggest the government gheacon-
sider its position.

Will the Premier change the policy that amounts|towv-
ing back veterans’ disability pensions when it cente the
supports and services of the Yukon government?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: The government continues to
look at all of the support programs that are predido low-
income Yukon veterans and all low-income Yukondests to
ensure that there is a assistance provided foethesple who
certainly need it the most. For example, we hawe Ykon
seniors’ income supplement, which was doubled 882 a
maximum of $2,400 — an investment in seniors ofl weker
$800,000 additionally every year. We were the fgstern-
ment to index this to inflation as well, realizititat those peo-
ple who are on fixed incomes have the least alitityope with
effects such as inflation. Like the child benetiis money ar-
rives in the mail every month, so people can dementiaving
that money and don'’t have to wait for it at the efithe year.

Ms. White: The Yukon government has said that the
Federal Court ruling on veterans’ disability pemsicapplies
only to certain services and supports from the @uwent of
Canada. They said the significance of the rulinguéin't be
overstated.

It has no illegal application to the Yukon govermné’'ve
read the ruling and from my narrow legal undersiagd]|
don't think the government is right. There is ad@igissue here
that isn’t about legal obligations; it's about etididuties.

Mr. Speaker, this isn't a matter of right or léfeatment of
our veterans is a matter of right or wrong. The dtulhas the
opportunity to lead nationally on this issue. WHe Premier
recognize veterans’ sacrifices for all Yukonerd,aseexample
for all of Canada and stop treating veterans’ diggaipensions
as income when it comes to the territorial govenmrsepro-
grams and services?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: Mr. Speaker, we all recognize and
appreciate the contributions the fine men and womio
served their country have made for us. As | sdid, dovern-
ment continues to look at all of the programs tathave in
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order to try to support our low-income Yukon veteraOther
examples are the pioneer utility grant, which wasréased
indexed to the consumer price index as well. Weetthe terri-
torial supplementary allowance for persons withablilties.
We have many different tax credits that we’ve akdwand
implemented in the last decade.

| think — to answer the question — yes, this is etirimg
we should also look at. As we do look at all oppnoities and
reasonable requests from both sides of the Honsmyiopin-
ion, this is something that we should also haveadk lat as
well.

Ms. White:
mier’'s words. What I'm saying here today is thatrggare not
enough. Disabled veterans served in good faithy the their
lives on the line for our collective well-being. Wahey live
with physical and emotional injuries that will latteir life-
times.

Veterans’ disability pensions are meant to compenta
these injuries and to help veterans meet theily daipenses,
and often extraordinary costs associated with tingiries. No
veteran should ever have to live in poverty assalteof their
service to our country. In fact, their honour, valand courage
should be rewarded, not only in words but alscciioas.

Will the minister commit to making the necessargrufes
before we mark another Remembrance Day?

Hon. Mr. Nixon: | thank the member opposite for her
guestion. I'm advised that the ruling was actualty appealed.
| responded by way of letter to the member oppomitelune
25. | sent a three-page letter that explained @atgdetail our
response to these issues and, as | stated theferltd my col-
leagues, the Minister of Health and Social Serviaed the
minister responsible for the Yukon Housing Corporat who
had a responsibility for programs in that question.

In my response to the member opposite, my lettdi- in
cated that the judge’s decision was based on &plar set of
facts relating to a particular contract.

The veterans case was not about tax law or sosgs-a
tance; it was about the interpretation of this paeticular in-
surance policy.

Let me conclude by again saying how much we sigere
appreciate our veterans who have so honourablyedeour
nation. Thank you.

Questionre:  Access to Information and Protection
of Privacy Act amendments

Ms. Stick: Yesterday | asked the Minister of High-
ways and Public Works to explain his governmenttack on
our democracy by limiting public access to inforimat The
minister’'s response was a little peculiar, in thatrepeatedly
said the act is meant to not only provide accessftamation,
but to protect privacy. Would the minister pleasplain whose
privacy he thinks thé\ccess to Information and Protection of
Privacy Actis supposed to protect?

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: | said yesterday, and I'll say
again today, it's about the protection of inforroati The pro-
posed amendments are to bring clarity to the seafadhe act
where there is uncertainty. These amendments wilesto

No one doubts the sincerity of the Pre-

balance the public’s right to information againsé tpublic’s
right to protection of privacy.

The proposed amendments help to ensure that Yukon's
ATIPP act works as intended and is consistent \eitfislation
in other Canadian jurisdictions. The Canadian Neysp As-
sociation — they gave us a big “thumbs-up” for Imavihe
shortest response time when responding to ATIPResqg. I'm
happy with our staff members who deal with thatd ave’re
going to continue with these changes.

Ms. Stick: They will be even happier when the re-
sponses will be quicker, in that there will be nformation for
them to access. The minister's response shows ke dot
have an understanding of this act. For the beonétihe minis-
ter, let me read from the act: “The purposes of it are to
make public bodies more accountable to the publitta pro-
tect personal privacy.”

In other words, the minister is wrong to suggest dlt is
meant to allow government to operate in secret. miv@ster
likes to say the Yukon Party extended the act t@cgovern-
ment corporations in 2009, yet he stands here df@isono
good reason or evidence to support his current jglatam the
door on public access to those same corporatioflbth& min-
ister admit he has it wrong on both the purposthefccess to
Information and Protection of Privacy Aand his current at-
tempt to gut it and will he stop this attack on denacy?

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: These minor amendments to the
act are to three sections of the act, which is mgef 68 sec-
tions. These amendments are consistent with Ie¢igislan
other jurisdictions and with the original intenttbe act. A full
review of theAccess to Information and Protection of Privacy
Act is scheduled for 2015 and other amendments cagoibe
sidered at that time.

The proposed amendment is very narrow. In factcifipe
and limited — as recommended by the IPC — it aggieonly
briefing notes for Question Period or for new ni@is or a
new Premier. It does not apply to any other typebrizfing
notes.

Question re: Peel watershed land use plan

Mr. Silver: | have some questions for the Minister of
Tourism and Culture regarding his department’s riolehe
Peel land use planning process. After the Goverhnoén
Yukon released its land use plan in 2011, his depart did a
great deal of work looking it over. Documents obéal under
the access to information — the type of documemas tvon’t
be able to be seen under new legislation by theoW ukarty —
demonstrates his party’s support of the plan. Ooeuchent
says: “The continued success of existing tourisrsir@ss...”
and the growth of the industry “...depends on mainvitaj im-
portant resources that tourism activities are basmedintact
ecosystems, high quality wilderness landscapese’ fidw op-
tions that the Yukon Party has presented will iadtallow
development throughout the Peel watershed.

Why is the Minister of Tourism and Culture suppuogti
this new plan when clearly his department is not?

Hon. Mr. Cathers: Again, what | would point out to
the members is we have this case here of the LiPerdy not
accurately representing the facts in this caseoulavremind
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the member, as he might know if he looked at mygtsphy
on-line, that not only did | grow up in the wildess tourism
sector, but | was a member in a business until yiears ago
and still have family, friends and many constitsenwho are in
the wilderness tourism sector. We appreciate tloé ¢& the
importance of pristine wilderness beauty to thaleihess tour-
ism sector.

I'd also remind the member that, contrary to agsestthat
have been made by members opposite, in fact theopats
that are on-line for the public to see would — \Witareas that
are designated restricted use wilderness areasnit-thie foot-
print of any new activity to significantly less thane percent.
That would ensure that well over 99 percent of ¢haseas
would remain undeveloped and would remain pristineaddi-
tion, all of the concepts that are presented woutdect river
corridors.

Mr. Silver:
brought forward from ATIPP. | would appreciate teah from
the Minister of Tourism.

Mr. Speaker, in the Minister of Tourism and Cultsre
speech announcing the new Yukon Party plan, hekduhhis
staff for their hard work. Let's look at anotheraexple of that
hard work. In another secret document that thiseguwment
doesn’t want Yukoners to see, the department loakerkc-
ommendations from the land use plan and providetgtacdn
whether to accept or modify them. The departmers asked,
should 80 percent of the land be protected? Thevemwas
yes, except this recommendation.

To the minister who values the hard work and adweidais
department staff, why has he rejected this adviom fhis de-
partment?

Hon. Mr. Cathers: What | would again point out to
the member is in fact information from all deparitsewas
presented in part of this process — including infation about
the values — and that is why all of the conceptsented by
government would protect the rivers in the areaé&signating
them either protected areas or restricted-use withs areas
that would protect the landscape from any new paenadis-
positions, including staking and surface disposgiolt would
protect those areas of high value to the wildertesssm sec-
tor. | assure the member that this government lsameare — |
am well aware — of the importance of rivers to wildess
tourism and we understand it a lot better thanLiberal Party
does.

Mr. Silver: I'm glad that we all have that on the re-
cord. It's clear from documents that we've obtaingdier the
Access to Information and Protection of Privacy #wit there
is strong support in the Minister of Tourism’s depeent to
accept the original plan, which called for protentof 80 per-
cent of the land. It is also clear that the Minigi& Tourism is
ignoring that advice. He is ignoring it, and instehas put his
support behind a plan that would have a negativeachon
tourism businesses that already work in that Reggbn.

Is the Minister of Tourism willing to stand behihis de-
partment’s work? Will he ignore advice that he haseived?
Why is the minister, who is supposed to be reprtasgrour-
ism interests, not standing up to his department?

Hon. Mr. Nixon: In addressing the member opposite,
I think it's important to note that | appreciate tbollaboration
between the departments. I'd like to thank all thetaff for
their participation.

The Peel region has significant tourism and hegitegjues
that must be carefully managed and protected iraaner that
allows a variety of land users. Yukon governmengrissenting
for feedback a new management approach that povidey
options for active management of multiple land uskde pro-
tecting tourism and other values.

The Yukon Party government looks forward to hearing
from our stakeholders about how we can best baltrecaeeds
of the region and the region’s interests.

Question re:
Mr. Elias:

Nutrition North Canada program
Mr. Speaker, the Nutrition North Canada

These facts aren't my facts; these are factProgram is a source of frustration and disappointirie me

and my constituents of Old Crow. To put it plainthe pro-
gram is defunct in our community. The Nutrition NoCanada
program is a step backward in achieving the objeadf ensur-
ing that healthy foods are more accessible andddfde to my
constituents living in our isolated, remote northeommunity.
It has reduced the ability of our Old Crow residetd make
healthy food choices and increased the price of \ithie food

is available for sale in Old Crow.

I know of single mothers in our community who hawee
now choose between buying food and other basic gie®nl
must say, Mr. Speaker, this is the most difficultl drustrating
file that | have had to work on during my time as&M The
Premier can consider this question as my formalestyfor his
government to engage the federal Department of igivad
Affairs and Northern Development Canada to helpalge this
problem. Will he join us in this effort?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: Indeed, the issue of the price of
food in the community of Old Crow is a concern, paty of
the members on this side of the House, but of thenbers on
both sides of the House. We did pass a unanimoummin
the spring sitting addressing and speaking to ¢kae and the
concern we have for the high cost of food withie tommu-
nity of Old Crow.

Old Crow is the only community in the Yukon thatpiart
of the Nutrition North Canada program. The memiseright.
We need to work together. We need to continue tavdok
with our Member of Parliament and our Senator toticoie to
bring focus to this issue to see how we can besilve and
ensure that people are only paying a reasonableurtmuf
money for the food that they have. They need teehaoney
left over to be able to do other things for thedskand for their
lives.

Mr. Elias: | thank the Premier for that response. My
community of Old Crow has given me very clear dimton
various stages throughout the last three yeargdtiveas this
problem. Two years ago, | travelled to Ottawa andnstted
testimony to the Standing Committee on Aboriginébais and
Northern Development, requesting an exemption fidr @ow.
Earlier this year, we made a submission to theddniations
Special Rapporteur on the Right to Food, Dr. Ofide Schut-
ter.
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We have requested that the Auditor General of Canadwvhere we are with this. The prices that peoplepasgng in the

take a very close look at the program. We haveejbiforces
with several other northern MLAs across Canadatdite sour
case to the federal minister, not to mention tihat Premier
mentioned the unanimous support of this Assembdt tias
provided my constituents the united voice to utge federal
government to properly implement the program in Gldw.

All of our efforts seem to have fallen on deaf earsd my con-
stituents continue to suffer soaring food pricesn the Premier
elaborate on what he’s prepared to do to help oomaunity

ensure the proper implementation of the NutritioortN Can-
ada program in Old Crow and rectify this problem?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: First off, | want to acknowledge
the incredible amount of work that the independébA from
Vuntut Gwitchin has done on this file on behalitioé citizens
that he represents. | have, in the past — andlloweittinue to
bring this issue up and to try to allow it to “dréise hill” with
the people we have to work with who are ultimatelgponsi-
ble for this program, and that is the federal gowegnt. That
would be working with the senior minister for thertm, Minis-
ter Leona Aglukkaq, and specifically with the mieisrespon-
sible for Aboriginal Affairs and Northern Developnig Hon.
Minister John Duncan. We have examples of someedfiiole
work in the past.

I’'m thinking now of the Porcupine caribou herd ahe
work that was done in bringing together not onhk¥noers, but
an international representation in the creatiothef Porcupine
Caribou Management Board and the success that wedeen
as a result of that work for the Porcupine carileud. We
need to continue to work diligently, so that we gaickly find
a resolution to this problem for the residents &f Orow.

Mr. Elias: Right now in our community of Old Crow,
the federal government and multinational corporetidave
control over the affordability of food. I'll givequ an example.
| just phoned home and a 10-kilogram package afrfmsts
$66; a carton of eggs, $30; a bag of oranges, &l@jart of
milk, $13; a bottle of water, $4.19.

One of the solutions is to re-establish a persehaiping
transportation subsidy — to and from Whitehorse &id
Crow — of nutritious perishable foods, non-peridbafoods,
non-food items and essential non-food items for réstdents
of Old Crow via Air North. The transportation sulbsican then
be administered by Air North with the company bedtigectly
accountable to the department.

We also have many other solutions to offer. Whem rog
constituents expect the Premier to start workintdp tie Minis-
ter of Aboriginal Affairs and Northern Development ensure
that improvements are made to this program immeljiat

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: This government has a very
strong relationship with the Vuntut Gwitchin Fifdation and,
as the member opposite mentioned, have for manmg yeal an
intergovernmental accord with the First Nation #® dble to
work on many different issues that are a priordybbth gov-
ernments.

| have been to Old Crow on many occasions, andvé ha
walked through that store, and | have seen theepribat are
there. | have talked to people in their homes. | amare of

store are not acceptable. We need to continue t& tegether
and ensure that we can make this issue a priantihie people
who are ultimately responsible for this progranotigh Abo-
riginal Affairs and Northern Development. This gowaent
will work the Member for Vuntut Gwitchin and the Wt

Gwitchin First Nation to continue to bring a prigrito this

very important issue.

Question re: Residential Landlord and Tenant Act
amendments
Mr. Barr: Last night, the NDP Official Opposition

held a public consultation on the n&esidential Landlord and
Tenant Act The people in attendance — tenants and landlords,
including representatives of a First Nation houdilegartment

— said there are many good things in the act.

We agree. It is a major improvement over the curaet.
At our public consultation, we heard concerns aliaies not
addressed in the new act. For example, the newaald still
allow tenants to be evicted without cause. Weristeand we
agree with the people who said this is wrong arad #viction
should require cause. If we allow this to continties Yukon
will be one of the few jurisdictions in the countiy tolerate
evictions without cause.

When this act comes up for debate, will the goveamim
entertain an amendment from the Official Oppositioorrect
this deficiency and eliminate evictions without se®@

Hon. Ms. Taylor: | want to point out that the Yukon
government is very pleased to put forward modesidential
tenancy legislation that not only reflects bestcpcas across
the country but also balances the interests of laoitilords and
tenants in a fair and reasonable approach.

I'm very pleased the member opposite recognizegdiog
work of the Department of Community Services inlaimbra-
tion with Yukoners at large. It addresses rulesiagosecurity
deposits, rent increases, notices of terminatiotengincy; it
requires written tenancy agreements, conditiondogpn re-
ports; it provides clarity to residential tenanelationships and
also creates a new dispute resolution processf alhich have
been desires of Yukoners for many, many years.

We recognize the current act is very much out ¢ da it
dates back to 1954 — and modernizing the provisisrspri-
ority for the Yukon government. We look forward debating
the bill in due passage and look forward to delgatiome of
these issues of importance.

Mr. Barr: Another concern we heard from citizens at
our public consultation was that the n&esidential Landlord
and Tenant Actdoes nothing to protect tenants from price
gouging. Allowing unlimited rent increases once pear isn't
good enough. We have heard stories during the mun@ising
crisis of huge rent increases. Again, the new aesadothing to
stop rents from being raised sky-high. We thinkéhghould be
a fair process that considers things like inflatéord the cost of
renovations and repairs in determining rent in@eabat are
fair to landlords and tenants alike. This kind ofgess exists in
other parts of Canada and there is no reason Ysakonldn't
be at the front of the pack.
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When this act comes up for debate, will the govesmim
entertain an amendment from the Official Oppositmallow a
rent-review process that protects the interestarmdlords and
tenants?

Hon. Ms. Taylor: That's exactly what this Yukon
government has done — just that. | just want tapout that
the act that | tabled in the Legislature just dage actually
reflects the comments that were received by thec&lom-
mittee on the_andlord and Tenant Act— a select committee
that was comprised of representatives from eacheobpposi-
tion parties and the governing side as well. lbassbased on
the significant input more than 200 Yukoners predd— on-
line and written input — which demonstrates theradeiming
support of some of the input that was receivedndutie select
committee review of the act itself.

Again, it's really important to note that this bl premised
on the importance of maintaining a balance betwwetecting
the rights and interests of both tenants and laddloAll of
which the member opposite has just raised is veunghhmad-
dressed within this proposed bill.

Question re: Oil and Gas Act amendments

Ms. Hanson:
ments stood together when they delivered a mesbagehey
will not be divided and conquered by this governmémstead
of consulting or working cooperatively with Firsabbn gov-
ernments, the government is trying to divide Yukeérst Na-
tions by dangling the carrot of resource revenugs ldaming
the Kaska for obstruction.

The government is creating conflict that will letdeco-
nomic and social uncertainty. The only certaintyeheMr.
Speaker, is the damage that is being done to thergment-to-
government relationship that the Yukon is now bugdon. Will
the Premier stop this confrontational approach aittidraw
the amendments to tt@il and Gas Acuntil real and meaning-
ful consultation can be held?

Hon. Mr. Cathers:
try and characterize these things, but | would poirt to the
member that not only did we consult on these amemdsn
before — and the current consultation with Firsttiblas is
beyond our legal obligations to consult — but irctfathe
Yukon government spent over 10 years attemptinggdim
agreement from the Liard First Nation for developimi@ the
southeast Yukon. | remind the member that the LKirst Na-
tion was eager to see development when they weldng at
the possibility of becoming a developer in a segn@nthat
area as part of an economic deal.

The government has spent millions of dollars resiogr
the Kaska in these discussions and they informetlugsist 27
that they have no interest in continuing thoseuwdisions, tying
it to a host of nine other issues that they woikd hdditional
resources for, which are, again, well beyond theegument’s
obligation to fund.

At a certain point, we have to consider what ishi@ best
interest of all Yukon citizens, including citizen$ those First
Nations.

Yesterday, Yukon First Nation govern-

| know how the member likes to

Ms. Hanson:
an insight into the workings of the Official Oppii@n’s mind
if they won’t engage in conversation.

We do understand, however, that this governmentsatan
steamroll ahead with the opening up of the LiargiBdor olil
and gas development. We also know that historiciy
Yukon Party opposed land claims in the Yukon. Teaw bar-
riers instead of opportunities. In 2009, Yukon FilNations
said no to removing the section 13 consent claba®. weeks
ago, the Kaska said no again. Now we have the Yukost
Nation governments collectively saying no.

Will the Premier stop erecting barriers, commitwah-
drawing the amendments to tkEl and Gas Actand consult
with Yukon First Nations?

Hon. Mr. Cathers: Again, as | reminded the Leader
of the NDP, we have gone beyond our consultatidigations
with First Nations. | remind the member that thaeClof the
Liard First Nation indicated in a letter on Aug@st, followed
up with comments in local media, that they will, “definitely
exercise that veto.”

I would remind the member that again, on AugusttBe,
letter that was sent from the Liard First Nationthe Yukon
government indicated a list of nine other areak,balling
down to a request for additional financial resoaré®m the
public purse beyond any legal obligation for thek¥m gov-
ernment to provide.

We have provided millions of dollars in resourdesyond
any legal obligation to do so, to resource the d.ikirst Na-
tion’s participation in discussions aimed at opgnimp south-
east Yukon to oil and gas development and, in fhet, First
Nation was eager to see it opened for oil and gagldpment
when they were looking at a specific economic deai would
see the First Nation work with someone as a deegelop

Again, we are acting in the interest of all Yukadtizens.
We have more than fulfilled our legal obligatiomsHirst Na-
tions. To give three First Nations a veto whendheer 11 do
not have one — have the obligation to consult atsicler —
we are standardizing rules for everyone.

Ms. Hanson: It's interesting that the minister is now
speaking on behalf of other Yukon First Nations. atvine
didn’t hear was that they collectively said no, @odwe again
have a government that does not listen and pursae8ict
over cooperation. This government has an agenddjsiening
to Yukoners and Yukon First Nation governments dnet
factor in. Yukoners, industry, and Yukon First Natigovern-
ments —

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

Point of order
Speaker:

a point of order.
Hon. Mr. Cathers: The Leader of the NDP just im-

puted unavowed motives to another member, contaisec-

tion 19(g), by suggesting the government preferdrootation,

which is certainly not the case. | would ask youhtve her

retract that.

It is fascinating how somebody can have

Minister of Energy, Mines and Resources, on
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Speaker’s ruling
Speaker:
wants, but please don't try to give direction te tbhair.
| would ask the member to retract the statemerthisat
time.

Ms. Hanson:
how the government does not listen, and pursueBicoover
cooperation. Then | said they have an agenda. Thleyme
they have an agenda; they told this House they hawgenda.
I’'m not sure what | am being asked to retract, Sfreaker.

| remind the member that he can ask all he

ORDERS OF THE DAY

Hon. Mr. Cathers: Mr. Speaker, | move that the
Speaker do now leave the Chair and the House e=sote
Committee of the Whole.

Speaker: It has been moved by the Government House
Leader that the Speaker do now leave the Chairtlaaidthe

Mr. Speaker, | made a statement abou{gyse resolve into Committee of the Whole.

Motion agreed to

Speaker leaves the Chair

The member is implying that the government COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE

Chair (Ms. McLeod): Order please. Committee of the

Speaker:
has a hidden agenda against First Nations.
Ms. Hanson: No, | said that they have an agenda, andVhole will now come to order.

that listening to Yukoners does not factor into it.

I’'m sorry, Mr. Speaker. Tell me what | am supposede-
tract, and | will do that.

Speaker:  Rephrase the statement.

Ms. Hanson:
not listening to Yukoners or Yukon First Nations.

Speaker:  That will be fine.

Ms. Hanson: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Yukoners, industry and Yukon First Nation governtsen

want to have a conversation with this governmenougabil and
gas development, which means a consultation akealtthand
safety, social and economic factors and environaiémpacts
before companies invest millions and the process @gead of
Yukoners. Acting after the fact will only lead tcone confron-
tation and uncertainty.

Will this government do the right thing and stogating
confrontation and economic uncertainty and consith Yuk-
oners and Yukon First Nation governments on@lileand Gas
Act?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski:
day to work with First Nations and, in fact, worlkthvevery-
body here in the Yukon — private businesses, NG&s.goal
is to continue to move this Yukon Territory forwardukon
resources belong to all Yukon people. It is impatrtt this
government that we do treat all First Nations egual

When it comes to collaboration — | speak of theergc
agreement on resource revenue sharing that we csigitl
self-governing First Nations. We have a Yukon ForuRe-
cently the Minister of Health and Social Servicéggned an
agreement with the Kwanlin Dun First Nation in terof child
services. In fact just yesterday the Minister oti€ation signed
an MOU with Yukon First Nations and the Governmeifit
Canada in the creation of an action plan for Rilation educa-
tion. This government continues across the spectofirthe
organization to move forward with working with Rifdations,
working with all Yukoners, to ensure that we alvba bright,
prosperous future.

Speaker:
elapsed.
We will proceed to Orders of the Day.

Mr. Speaker, the Yukon government is

This government continues every

The time for Question Period has now

Chair’s ruling

Chair: Prior to starting Committee of the Whole, the
Chair will rule on a point of order raised on TuagdNovem-
ber 6, by Mr. Cathers.

On Tuesday, during general debate on Bill NoS&gond
Appropriation Act, 2012-1,3Ms. Hanson noted what she be-
lieved to be “a certain repetition to the Yukont&drShe then
made reference to the 28th Yukon Legislature whenytukon
Party had formed the government and quoted a statiemade
by an opposition member at that time. The stateroentained
the phrase “the big lie” and asserted that repetiis essential
in getting people to believe it.

Mr. Cathers then rose on a point of order and gaatlin
using the word “lie” in the way she had, Ms. Hansas trying
to indirectly accuse a member, or members, of lysognething
that she could not do directly. Mr. Cathers argthed such an
action had been ruled out of order in the past.

In her defence Ms. Hanson said that she was, “simpl
quoting fromHansard” and that the words in question had not
been ruled out of order when they had been usedousy.

At the time the Chair said she would look at theeBl and
give a ruling, if necessary. The Chair is now pregao rule on
the point of order.

First, in ruling on unparliamentary language, thei€ has
to consider the context in which the words wereduae the
time the point of order was raised. The contextirch the
words were used previously may, or may not, beructte,
but it is the current context that is definitive.

Second, when the Chair speaks of context, thisuded
evolving standards of what is and what is not atergd unpar-
liamentary language.

Third, Ms. Hanson — like all members — is respolesib
for the words she uses in proceedings. The fadtsha was
guoting someone else is no defence if the wordd ase un-
parliamentary.

In this case, the Chair finds that there is a pofmorder.
The Chair believes that the proximity of Ms. Harisorefer-
ence to Yukon Party repetition, and repetition atctic to
convince persons of “the big lie” is too close fmocedural
comfort. Members, or other persons, listening eséhproceed-
ings or readingHansard could reasonably conclude that Ms.
Hanson accused one or more members of the govetnohen

lying.
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If Ms. Hanson wanted to avoid that interpretatidre s
should not have used a quote that contained thd ier”

The Chair also believes that if a quote containihg
phrase “the big lie” were ruled in order, in anyntaxt, we
would run the risk of having the phrase used ower aver, to
the detriment of the orderliness and decorum oeh@oceed-
ings.

| should just maybe clarify one thing. Even thotiga fed-
eral government has decreased or quit paying fonehoare
services provided for First Nation clients, theriterial gov-
ernment — our department — will continue providitigpse
services and absorb that cost within our own depamt
budget.

The total recoveries and operation and maintenfigaees

Tuesday marked the second time in two days that Msgs a significant amount, as it represents nearlpdrcent of our

Hanson has used the word “lie” during proceedirigs: first
time directly and the second time indirectly. Thiea would
suggest that she, and all members, avoid the woahd-simi-
lar words — entirely, in order to avoid any misurglanding
as to their intentions.

Do members wish to take a brief recess?

total revised capital budget. Within Corporate 8=y, we're
asking for an additional $114,000.

Health and Social Services is the largest depattriten
government and we were constantly challenged wvii¢ghcom-
plexity and volume of recruitment and other humasource
activities. Part of this increase will support tadditional hu-
man resources positions to respond to the increasekload

I'm also pleased to indicate that as a direct tegtithe
Auditor General’s report, the department has crkate filled
a permanent research analyst position within tHeybranch
and filled a permanent research analyst positighimthe Pol-

All Hon. Members: Agreed.

Chair: Committee of the Whole will recess for 15 in that department.
minutes.

Recess

Chair:

der.

Bill No. 7: Second Appropriation Act, 2012-13 —
continued

Chair:
Department of Health and Social Services, in Bidl. N, Sec-
ond Appropriation Act, 2012-13

Department of Health and Social Services

Hon. Mr. Graham:
supplementary budget for Health and Social Servfoeghe
current fiscal year. First of all, | would like tatroduce my two
department staff who will be assisting me today.o@uwess
only knows | need the assistance. Warren Hollaritiéshead
of our Finance department and Cathy Morton-Bielthis act-
ing deputy minister for the Department of Healthd eocial
Services. Welcome both of them.

I would like to highlight some of the major progranser-
vices, and initiatives that we will be funding,\asll as funding
changes that are taking place within our departnieme total
increase requested for operations and maintenanttesi sup-
plementary budget is $3.5 million, for a total depent
budget of $282.6 million.

The total increase for capital is $1.8 million, forevised
total of $9.5 million. These increases are accongubby in-
creases in recoveries for both O&M and capital. Q&M
recoveries will increase by $271,000, as a resulhcreased
contributions toward specific initiatives supporteg the fed-
eral government. However, what the federal
giveth, they also taketh away. This overall incesgisrecover-
ies is offset by a decrease in recoveries of $15,8s a result
of the federal government no longer assuming firdmespon-
sibility for the personal care component of our leocare ser-
vices provided for First Nation clients.

The net increase in our O&M recoveries will be $006.
Our capital recovery will increase by 17 percemt$661,000,
for a total capital recovery of $4,461,000.

The matter before the Committee is Vote 15

I'm pleased to introduce the first

goventme

Committee of the Whole will now come to or- icy branch and funding for that is included in tbigoplemen-

tary budget.

Within Social Services, we are seeking an increassur
O&M funding of $769,000. $629,000 of this will besead for
personnel to support the new medically supportédxdeodel

‘that we are implementing at the detox centre.

We are also increasing our funding to Options faoder
pendence by $125,000 to support additional cliants admin-
istrative costs. The department has signed an iagmaeas well
— as | said earlier this week — with Skookum JineRdship
Centre to operate an expanded youth centre. Irbtidget we
have included an additional $318,000 for the shelted out-
reach services. This supplementary funding willcoenbined
with the current spending of $247,000, for a tatédcation of
$565,000 to the Skookum Jim Friendship Centre.

Within Continuing Care, we are adjusting our furgdin
needs by an additional $92,000. This largely cdsgi§ trans-
fers within the department related to the clinidigtitian and to
properly allocate funds that we are contributingtie Anti-
Poverty Coalition.

Within Health Services, we are seeking an increafse
$1.868 million. This is made up of a number of athiuents
and initiatives, including increases associateth wit federally
funded congenital anomalies surveillance project$8d,000
and a $130,000 increase for the Canadian diabétategy
application; a revote of $12,000 to complete thend&Ke&ity
health impact assessment; a revote of $250,00€dketa the
multiple sclerosis trials; and an increase of $In@iftion for
the new agreement with the Yukon Medical Associatio

An increase of $565,000 is being requested for Yiuko
Hospital Services. This increase is made up of extone in-
crease of $500,000 required for the start-up ofxaeison City
hospital. These funds will be used for trainingcregment,
staffing and other start-up expenses. $37,000qsimed for a
power engineer for the new Watson Lake hospital, %28,000
is required for additional maintenance and hougeikeestaff
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for the Watson Lake hospital. These costs are gedrin this
budget for this fiscal year.

Within the capital budget, we are requesting adjests
that cover a variety of areas. A number of minaréases are
related to information and technology equipmentt ttwdal
$70,000.

Within the system department envelope, we are ikyat
number of items that relate to archiving mainfradsa, the
insured health services/health claims processirgieny, the
hearing services claim processing system, the Alcaind
Drug Services indicator project, and the Justiceepmise In-
formation Network. $955,000 in revotes are requimdwo of
our major systems development projects, a largeigooiof
which is 100-percent recoverable from Canada. Thels¢e to
our electronic health record project and our pubkalth in-
formation system project known as “Panorama”.

Other capital costs related to many of our faetitiare
primarily related to supporting renovations and mtetiance at
Macaulay Lodge, Copper Ridge Place, the Haines tilumc
health centre, and the former women’s transitiosing unit.
We have also included minor capital costs in thgpmentary
budget to complete the telehealth expansion intst Fation
offices in the communities.

Madam Chair, these are some of the highlightstfersup-
plementary budget that | wanted to draw to thenéitia of
members, and | look forward to answering any qoastithey
may have. Thank you.

Ms. Hanson: Before | get started I'd just like to note
that | sent a note to the Premier when we werenglkuring
Question Period with respect to congratulating bloitih and
the minister for bringing us back from the edgehaf precipice
with respect to the crisis that does face thigttayr regarding
doctors and access to doctors. The decision, hawieweas
made, to provide a more rational approach to tlizessing of
the very serious issue that our office — and | kribes minis-
ter's office — has been inundated with over theé tasnths —
it's not the last days or weeks, but months — wihpect to
finding a more appropriate way of working with tegsrofes-
sionals who come to this territory to offer theéngces, having
completed medical training in other countries amudifg
themselves in a situation where they're caughtdatah-22.

I'll give credit to the minister for taking leadéip on this
in the last while. | will point out that we did s& this issue
over the last couple of years and, each time weaiged it,
we’ve been told that it was really a number of ¢sinOne was
that there were lots of doctors in the territorgdngse that was
the line that was publicly put out there by the MatCouncil
— | will say that quite frankly; the Yukon Medic&ouncil,
said there are X number of licensed physicians —waat to
come back to that in the course of the discussiitim tve min-
ister in terms of how we do these calculations.

very frustrated — by the fact that they have narbeelcomed
into this community and have not been welcomedhieynedi-
cal profession.

| think there’s a time for us now to use the oppitly that
has been granted here by the extension — througlpitbwvi-
sions that the minister and the Premier announaceayt— to
the international medical graduate licensing progra

I never quite get the limited licence program —réally
seriously look at how we provide the kinds of suppe— not
just the technical supports, but the actual listgrio what is
going on in those practices. We saw a steady exofloeedical
practitioners in one clinic where it went from hagyifour or
five doctors to one doctor, and nobody else woalke ton those
patients. Suddenly you have a doctor supposediggar just
about killing themselves caring — for 4,000 patient there is
something wrong with our system. It is not susthiea

We were on the brink of having those two doctoes/ée
this territory this week, leaving many, many peopteessed
beyond description in terms of their concerns fithex them-
selves or their loved ones as they looked at wlzst going to
happen. That really does underscore the absolygertance of
taking seriously the issues that are facing us akoNers in
terms of our health care system and the sustaityabil our
health care system.

In part, it will be how we work, not just with thepeople
we’re trying to recruit as graduates out of Canadizedical
schools across the country and competing with tbdsers, but
also working — and seriously and honestly recogjzihat,
regardless of where you're trained, there are nzumslified
medical practitioners whose standard of professierpertise
and care — it doesn’t matter where they were tdhiheise the
example of a conversation | had with one of thesgtats this
week. We talked about the Médecins Sans Frontiamas,he
said, “You know, when you go into a war zone and’'s®
working cheek by cheek with another medical prixtér,
nobody asks you, ‘Did you graduate from McGill, did you
graduate from a university in Iran, or India, o Sanka?’
They just want to know that you can do the job.”

The experience of the patients I've been talkinguer the
last number of months has been that they are Igokincom-
passion, and they're looking for doctors who wilitén to
them, and who will provide care to them. They wegey con-
cerned that the doctors providing that compassemare in
listening were being driven out of this territory.

From my personal perspective — because | also gar a
tient and | have a family that relies upon healihe¢ as we all
do in this Assembly — I'm pleased that we've mad&ast-
minute saving — it's like that last-minute play time champi-
onship round, here. There was a catch here, ancevigtky
because we did not lose those last two doctongditcthe min-
ister for that, and now | will be putting lots ofgssure on him

Secondly, somehow those people who came hereexs intto develop and work with them to listen to the aigece of

national medical graduates were doing so with a ptaa fore-
thought — that they were going to come here fanatsperiod
of time. Really, Madam Chair, my experience in ustinding
and talking with the physicians and with their pats is that
many of these people came here and have beenatadst—

those people who have come here — and to liste¢heim di-
rectly. There are other voices that have workedotiffely to
close off that voice. It's also what they bringttos territory.
It's not just the fact that they come with somefessional ex-
pertise. They come here with families — familiesonget in-
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volved in our communities, in our sports, in ouhaals and
our education who actually think, “Geez, I'd like live here”
— kids who are going to university and want to cobaek
here and be doctors — be other professionals —vegice
saying, “Go away.”

There are a lot of lessons to be learned. I'm hpgat the
minister will ask for some sort of independent assgent of
the experience over the last six years, becaudest been
dreadful for patients — and beyond dreadful forsthanedical
practitioners who have come here in good faitholuhd really
recommend that.

The experience that we’'ve just escaped, skirteateskby
with the international medical graduates and how asea
community have worked or addressed that is kindroblem-
atic of where we’re at in health care in the tersit We know
that health care is hugely important to Yukonermdan, it's
not a surprise. It's an issue that has been aftottefront for a
very long time. I've made reference before to tkereise that
this Yukon Party government carried out in 2008-@&jch
was a step back in terms of the big picture ofthezdre in the
territory, where we're going, with the underlyirftgetme of sus-
tainability of our health care system, as well @sking at the
clear options that are available to us as a teyrics we go
forward.

— somebody within the Yukon Party’'s mindset or thevi-
sors or something.

It's great that we're beginning to hear that largpide-
cause now we can take the language and actuallg mddap-
pen because we cannot waste more time. We cantewasre
time because the trajectory of expenditures ontihealre isn’t
going down and we see that again in Swgplementary Esti-
mates No. 1

We have a responsibility to find ways to work tdgatco-
operatively on some of these issues. As | have lsgfiore, the
Official Opposition takes this issue very seriousiye have
been raising and we will continue to raise — weeled and
we read about the concerns. We listened to theecnachat
people raise; we read the issues that were botbwen the
health care review and, more importantly, in théofe-up,
which wasTaking the Pulse— listening to what Yukoners had
to say about the health care review.

We think that if we look at the range of healthecprovid-
ers in this territory, their underlying mandate aheir underly-
ing philosophy is all the same: it's to provide thest care pos-
sible with the resources that we have. Our jobegsslators is
to ensure that we work to create the framework’salone in a
cooperative and collaborative way and that we dor@ate and
foster the kind of siloethealth care system that we have right

When we talk about the supplementary budget todayow, which is professions not talking to each otbehaving

where we’'re talking about yet more investmentshia health
care system, we need to step back and ask, for autedmes?
What are we trying to achieve? How do we know thatre
doing it? That is the policy framework that Yukosmi@xpect us
as legislators to be applying — that lens — asawd lat health
care in this territory.

So in every aspect of the conversations that I'me she
ministers and other members of this Legislativeefssly have
when they're talking to their constituents, cerainealth care
is right up there in terms of not only accessipili their doctor
— to a doctor of any kind — but it's the kind ofdién care
system that we create for a community of 35,000pfeand
what's appropriate, and how do we ensure thabibth appro-
priate health care, but that it's also sustainéibkencially over
the long-term.

You know, we have the tools in this Legislative &sbly.
We have an act, and if we actually followed thedkgion —
the Health Act— | would venture we would be a long, long
way along the continuum of implementing the kindshealth
care that I'm beginning to hear echoed back froenNfinister
of Health and Social Services over the last cowplenonths.
We hear the Yukon Party talk about the idea ofatmirative
care. It's a wonderful thing, but you know it haken 20 years.

When this YukonHealth Actwas passed, that was the

principle that was in there. If you look at thermiples in the
legislation, that was one of the founding principl®V/e have
people during the course of the life of this Yuk@arty gov-
ernment in 2006 — there were concepts presentddteld and
discussed about a primary health care centre intahtise.
These are not new ideas; these are ideas that vigrieeed or
rejected because they didn't fit with somebody deh’t know

no way to communicate.

There are a number of issues and a number of mdkiat
I think, if we could establish a dialogue withinghChamber
and then extend that dialogue outside this Chambercould
make some real progress over the next short while nespect
to health care.

We know that having X number of doctors or X numdfer
acute care beds is only one aspect of health camme-small
aspect. This is why, if we were looking at realtyplementing
the Health Act we would be talking about and focusing on the
evidence related to the social determinants ofthe@e would
be talking about — beyond the words of social iea and
poverty reduction — how we’re going to make the assary
changes with respect to income, education and hgusi

| guess it's pretty clear that, as the Leader ef NDP, |
am concerned about how this government is spending
health care dollars. | am concerned and we haveesged this
concern. We need to get a focus on the increasastbg last
five years — 1 think it is 47-percent in health eaelated ex-
penditures. We have heard from the federal Ministdfinance
and the Premier himself — that we know that onhbé&zon
there are slower increases to the territorial fdarfinancing
agreement.

We know there will be some implications in a shehtle
— a “short while”, in terms of planning horizonsr fbealth
care — because health care is like Thinic. It's a big, big
ship and you can’t change course quickly. You rteeglan it.
If we don’t plan it, we're going to be like thBtanic. So we
need to be planning for the kinds of cuts that relveady been
announced with respect to health care over the termm, in
terms of federal investment at the provincial agwiitorial lev-
els. That means we need to be looking at what dppities we
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have within our territorial system. We need tottie expendi-
tures we make on health care to patient outcomehat aur
health care delivery system is patient-centered hée lots of
statistics right now about building things, and tdes and di-
agnostics, but the only thing that we know for salbbeut those
three is that they're the biggest cost-driverstfa health care
system. It's the other aspects of our health cgstem that
should be the ones we focus on in terms of healte out-
comes. Simply having more diagnostic machines amglg
having more doctors doesn’t mean you're going teehaetter
health care.

It just doesn’t work that way, and that’s what vavé seen
over the course of the health care system in thisitcy. That
was the challenge that was posed to the countrynwhe
moved to the wonderful thing of providing univerdeaalth
care, but we didn’t go the next step, which wasag, “This is
what we expect you to do when we give you the mdaeyhe
services that you're providing.” We have an obligatto be
more demanding, not just as patients, but as gavent Those
people who were paying that have public expectatiabout
the services and the quality — not just the qualityt the kinds
of services and the service outcomes. You know,bmaye
have to say to a hospital or to a doctor, “Perhapll start
tying the remuneration that we provide based orptiteomes.
We don't just simply use hospitals to warehousepfEoWe
don’t just simply say it's the number of peoplettiau see in a
day — you know, the more you see the better itoisyour
pocketbook. We want to tie in the kind of care give — the
kind of outcomes for your patients.”

Those ideas are not coming solely from me; theseaes
that have been talked about by the Canadian Medissbcia-
tion, the Canadian Nurses Association and everyicakde-
search institute.

There are lots of people looking at these issues ¥ll
me | have two minutes? Thank you, Madam Chair.

The sustainability issue is important; I'll wanttadk to the
minister a little bit about that. I've talked abqatient care and
I'll have a number of questions for the ministereath aspect,
on probably each of the line areas or program ave#sn
health care as we go through.

There are issues associated with the notion ofngufia-
tients first in terms of the sustainability. Wertkithat there are
models; we know there are models that are beindeimgnted
elsewhere, even to the state adjacent to us, wieteave sus-
tainable health care systems that are done in caonitynset-
tings that deal with some of the very serious potd that
we’re dealing with here and have demonstrated ingaout-
comes, both financially and in terms of patientecaVe think
it's worth having the conversation.

| invite the minister to jointly meet with some tiese
folks — with the Nuka System of Care in southeastskha —
and let's talk about what their experience was waykwith
large aboriginal communities, mixed communities dralv
they were able to achieve the outcomes that théyith re-
spect to reduction in costs and more appropriatdtiheare
systems for chronic care — one of the biggest dasers in
all health care and in this territory as well.

Health care is really important to me. | thinksitimportant
to all Yukoners. | know my time is up. | really koéorward to
engaging with the minister on this issue, becaueénk there
are so many opportunities for us to do somethiradyctive
together.

Hon. Mr. Graham: I'll try to answer a couple of the
things just briefly and also as we go through tbst rof the
budget.

The first one was the amount of money spent ontineal
care in the Yukon. There is no doubt it has inadasubstan-
tially over the last few years, but the one thingttwe still are
very proud of is the fact that we only spend 3@gercent of
our total budget on health care. Some provincesasreigh as
50 to 53 percent. We don’t take that as an excoisedending
more money or increasing the amount, but what weyiag to
do is keep things in perspective. It also depenbig an what
you include in those costs.

We know there are two new hospitals coming onstream
the next few months, so we know that the costshefhtealth
department will go up again in order to accommodatese
hospitals. We see that probably meaning that aerearcent-
age of the budget will be taken, but we also knmwf federal
government announcements to date that in the futhee
maximum amount that will be coming from the fedegal-
ernment in direct transfers for health care ispgrcent. So we
are aware of that, and we’re also very cognizanheffact that
we will have to maintain that increase on an anbaais unless
we want to take a bigger portion of the budget.tEhahat we
are trying to avoid.

Trying to avoid that is one of the things that haally
moved us along in terms of the wellness strategg. Wellness
strategy is something that | believe in. | canlt {®u how
much | believe that over the long term — | mean 18, 20
years down the road — that is going to have sutberaendous
impact on our health care costs.

Anything that improves the quality and length dé€ liof
Yukoners and anything that will close the gap betweell-to-
do Yukoners and not-so-well-to-do Yukoners is oh#he rea-
sons we're focusing first on healthy families arehlthy chil-
dren, because those are the areas that we reglly teofocus
on. We believe that promoting healthy families, verging
injuries, preventing illness in children is the t&mrting point.

Even before | ran for election | had been lectureavell, |
wouldn’t say “lectured”, but | had been told by ergon that |
worked with very closely at the college — she hadrban RN
for a number of years and came to work at the geli@end she
constantly introduced me to new models of care,thrde are
the things that we should be doing — areas in wiiehcol-
lege was heading at the same time as well. So lehadry
strong background in collaborative care models whdinst
took this position, and I'm glad to say that it lsvided me
with a great deal of insight into some of the tlsilgat are go-
ing on. It's one of the reasons that we pushedthree practi-
tioner change so hard; it's one of the reasongerims of gov-
ernment, we're rushing forward with the regulaticimanges
and the legislative changes. In the recent contrattwe nego-
tiated with the Yukon Medical Association, it waseoof the
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points that | made right from the very first — thias to be
something that’s accepted by all professions.

We actually got the leadership of the Yukon Medi&at
sociation together in a room, as I've said — thesimg asso-
ciation and the Yukon Medical Association togetimea room
— to actually discuss collaborative care and nyprsetitioner
regulations and what the difficulties were. It veagery educa-
tional process for me. It also made me very, vam fin my
decision to go ahead with nurse practitioner regiia.

We will proceed a little slower in some areas, thdre is
absolutely no doubt we’re going ahead. My departnieas
instructions to begin the negotiations with the YMght away
to begin planning where we're going to have a tatative
care clinic here in the territory. It's somethinfgat I'm very
sure we’ll have in the next year, one way or thent

As for outcomes, the Auditor General's report, @iy
know, highlighted the need for outcome indicataad it's
something that we should be working toward in atigpams.
We agreed with the Auditor General in that areaasp new
programs that are being established within the Bt of
Health and Social Services have key objectives,theg have
performance measurements built into the new program

We’re working toward new and better accreditation-p
grams — in fact, all care facilities now have beegcredited,
and we're undergoing training for staff on programaluation
as well. Another thing that we’re doing training fe outcome
measurements, because unless staff understandhimegeand
understand what we're trying to do and buy intogigtem, it's
never going to work properly. We’re working on tedssues.
We’'re also working on data systems to enable usotapile
evidence. In the past, we've all known intuitivggrhaps that
things are not working the way they should be, \Betve had
no data to back up that intuitive feeling. So, wejoing to start
compiling the evidence required, to start benchimarin ex-
isting programs. We hope to start there to begifiopmance
measurements in those programs as well.

As part of the Hospital Corporation and the departn
we have also done some population projections ashiere
we’re headed over the next 10, 15 and 25 yearsteéalee the
number of older people living in the territory isigg to in-
crease dramatically in the next 15 to 25 yearsysdave to be
prepared for that. One of the first things thatgeaged when |
joined the department was we opened Thomson Cewifee.
opened the first 18 beds, and then we opened anbthbkeds.
We’re working with the Hospital Corporation at tipeesent
time to open another 10. We're working in that aasawell
because see probably between eight and 12 peopkntiy in
the hospital who are occupying acute care bedsdrhbspital,
who could quite easily transition to a continuirgre facility
and free up those beds for acute care patientsastually need
them.

It would also reduce our costs dramatically. Thet abf-
ference between caring for a person in the hosaitdl caring
for that same person in a continuing care facibtyphenome-
nal. We're talking in terms of three to five timdg®g amount.
So those are the kinds of the things we're lookatgat the
present time.

It's one of the reasons, quite frankly, | said samenths
ago — and was then taken to task by various unierthat we
are also looking at other options — not only goweent con-
tinuing care, but we would invite the private sedto become
involved in continuing care in the territory as vé works in
every other province in the country. Why wouldrttwork
here?

So, join us — we are not going to privatize anyha con-
tinuing care facilities. We never said that; | nesaid that; we
have no intentions of doing that, but if there atteer operators
that would care to come into the territory and jalevthat kind
of care, give options to our seniors, that's what meed. We
are also looking at cooperating with a couple ofO&xo en-
able us to move into other continuing care oppadtites

Anybody who has an idea or a project that wouldbénas
to facilitate more seniors in continuing care —ugoit would be
a good thing. Having said that, | realize | haveariswered all
of the things brought up by the member opposite|'lE®it
down and wait until you have more specific questiperhaps
and answer those as | can.

Ms. Stick:
speak about health care and my portfolio is thagb&ervices
side, which | will be speaking to. | want to thathle minister
and thank his staff for the briefing notes that neeeived the
other day and then further information that arriteday. It
was appreciated.

| was expecting a final appropriations act to cdorevard
and it didn't and we were told it was because tbpastments
stayed within their budgets and that's great. I'ifl sn the
learning curve of budgets and appropriations. Withthat, |
went to the Public Accounts report and have beekithgy at
that and reflecting back into this second approjona. What
I've been trying to follow is where we've stayedtiwn budget,
but some programs have lost funding or funding matsspent
in those programs. So | will be asking questiormnglthose
lines.

The minister opposite touched on a lot of differend-
gram areas. When I'm asking my questions, the neinikas
received a lot of correspondence from me over #gt $ix
months and should have a pretty good idea of sdrfeeaues-
tions I'm going to be asking in terms of programgiend so-
cial services — questions in continuing care ttatehcome to
my attention from constituents, from families, framdividuals,
care givers. | have a lot of questions and | lomkvéard to be-
ing able to ask them of the minister and with haffshere |
know that there will be a good response and, ifanotsponse,
an answer the next day. Thank you, I’'m looking fargvto it.

Ms. Hanson: Just a quick comment to the minister
opposite that | look forward to an engaged andyieenversa-
tion with respect to private long-term care fa@htin the terri-
tory — the kinds of principles and criteria thatrhight want to
put forward for debate and discussion in this Legise be-
cause | think we all appreciate that we need td laall op-
tions, so | certainly look forward to that.

| was going to ask him another question, but hgedhithe
question with respect to — when | attended the Halsgor-
poration meeting recently and it was pointed oat tip to one-

| have listened to the member next to me
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quarter of the acute care beds at any one timearnepied, as
the minister said, by people who more appropriasélguld be
in a long-term care facility and, as he says migsttly, that is
a very expensive alternative to have them apprtgbyigplaced
— not just the cost factor, but it's the kinds afe. Somebody
who is a long-term care — in quotes — “patient” slowt re-
ceive the kind of care they require in an acute ¢acility, in
terms of the programming, the stimulation — alltleé things
that make the quality of their life normalized abpekter. The
minister opposite references the opening up of nheds for
long-term care at Thomson Centre. This governmenthe-
Yukon Party government — made commitments to aaglle
on the other side in 2006 in the election campaignthe
Yukon Party committed to reopening palliative cbeels in the
Thomson Centre and made that commitment againbeljéve,
2010. We still have no palliative care beds foigrds to die in
appropriate places.

Acute care facilities are not appropriate for efdife. Not
everybody has the support of family or other sositceensure
that you can die in your own home. Palliative dalities are
facilities designed for the end of life. So I'd ingerested if the
minister could speak to when we will see the commaitt de-
livered by the Yukon Party — the commitment madeysiars
ago — to put in place palliative care for those. &vee all going
to die, so we should be making this a respectfdl dignified
death, as opposed to putting them in an acute feenibty,
which is really — the acute care’s job is to sawa.WWhen you
are dying, you are dying; you need to have thegeition that
that's past — all those other efforts are past. &llus have
been there, I'm sure, with our family members. Be tues-
tion: When will we see palliative care, and is thatng budg-
eted for this fiscal year or next? | am presumitg mot this
one, because | don'’t see it in any supplementary.

Hon. Mr. Graham: I will answer a couple of those
comments. The first is that we do offer a palliativare pro-
gram right now, but it's an in-home palliative calts funded
by the federal THSSI money at the present time vimithave
made a commitment to continue that program as gfathe
Thomson Centre renovation to long-term care — titerol0
long-term care beds.

There is also an area in the Thomson Centre that-is
tended to be converted to seven palliative cares.b€de only
question is: Who looks after it? Should it be thespital Cor-
poration that has care and control of the palletare ward, or
the Health and Social Services department? Wellehhose
kinds of discussions. There will be further fundirgpuests
coming through, and this year as well, for changasessary in
the Thomson Centre. I'll wait for other questionsem we get
into individual budgets. Thanks.

Mr. Tredger: | just wanted to thank the officials from
Health and Social Services for coming and spenthiegafter-
noon with us. It's much appreciated.

| wanted to bring a bit of a rural perspective Ihist—
there’s a disparity between the services offerediral Yukon
and urban Yukon, and that's a fact we live witkchiallenge
and encourage all departments to work to bring émat help
close that gap. It's not easy; providing serviaesrhall popula-

tions spread out over the size of the Yukon isidliff, but |
think we must always keep that in mind and alwagskwvith
the communities in order to ensure that we do hheeest of
services.

I had the good fortune to spend seven years iy Betss-
ing as a principal there. | noted a number of thingd a num-
ber of challenges that all of our departments falsen working
in rural communities. Much of our services are daejgmat upon
relationships and building relationships — whetitisra nurse
in a community who is working with the elders ortlwithe
children; whether it's an RCMP who is working witie chief
and council; whether it's a teacher working witle tthildren;
or a social worker working in the community — it dépends
upon relationships.

To give you an idea of the challenges that we'enig |
didn’t start counting right away, but after | hagel there for a
couple of years, | noticed that the nurses wereingrand go-
ing rather quickly. The RCMP were passing throubdachers
were in and out. So we started to count. In the fiex years,
27 nurses were assigned to Pelly Crossing — 27esursfive
years — hard to build a relationship. There weredifferent
RCMP officers. There were nine social workers. Eherere
over 20 teachers. It makes it a real challengelattourage
the department to look for ways to help the persbim the
field — the front-line workers — to meet some obdle chal-
lenges and to build a relationship.

The Yukon wellness program that the minister had ju
brought forward, | think is a good first step. Ipsud him for
bringing that forward. The challenge, of coursethiat it does
become a real opportunity for growth and not anosiady
being done by Whitehorse people who come into tmangu-
nity for one or two days or perhaps a week, andenweports,
or go home and write reports, and that's the ent of

Too many of our studies and our programs becomeeA/hi
horse-centric. The challenge then is to includeassh in evi-
dence-based outcomes, to work with the communitieneet
the challenges — not to say that their problems’ateere, or
that they can be readily solved. They can’t, betchallenge is
to build the community and build the community azipaso
that they can be a bridge when 27 nurses passdivaur 25
teachers, or 12 RCMP, or nine or 10 social workeesthat
there is a bridge and a way in to help them buikl telation-
ships — that is the challenge of a Yukon wellnesgmam, to
help make the community whole and well.

I have a number of questions on one particular aesa
cause it touches on me, but | think I'll wait féretnext part to
go into childcare and early childcare. | do haveoaple of
items that have been brought up and | would be s®rifi |
didn’t bring them forward.

Pelly Crossing is still waiting for an airport the&in con-
duct emergency flights. | just talked to peopleHally and,
again, they mentioned how, when somebody getsositlas an
accident in Pelly, the emergency responders falst them to
the nursing station in Pelly Crossing. They therit watil they
can make an arrangement with Mayo emergency respend
and they both set out on the highway, meeting aivatt
Crossing. So you now have two communities’ emergere
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sponders tied up, driving ambulances from PellyStewart
Crossing, doing a transfer from Stewart CrossingMViayo,
where they are then held in the hospital in Maydnvelving
further personnel — while they wait for a planectome from
Whitehorse to pick them up. How can that be coltcéifre?
How can that be good for patient care? The strest futs
people through in a time of crisis is absurd. Theuadity of it
all is the amount of resources we spend on doimdg; tit's
crazy. There’s no other way to describe it: it'azy.

| do have a compliment for the department and atipre
on another issue. The elders in our smaller comtiesnoften
have to go to Whitehorse for medical appointmehite people
at the nursing stations have been very good abelpirty ar-
range for that. Sometimes the elders have difficdialing
with the bureaucracy, getting their message acfosding a
hotel to stay in, and making sure that they haviel@to their
medical appointment. The nurses have, out of tlwligess of
their hearts, been doing that.

| understand that it is a federal responsibilitgcduse most
of the elders — not all of them, but a lot of themare a fed-
eral responsibility in uninsured benefits. That wasappen-
ing, so Yukon government and the nurses thereugiralevo-
lution, were looking after that. Lately, they hastopped and
said, “Well, it's a federal responsibility, not autr While that
jurisdictional battle is being looked into, elden® not getting
the service and they are not able to avail thenaset¥ the ser-
vices. That's something that, on one hand, we fire well
— as a front-line worker, we've been providing avee —
but now it's not happening and we need to look thid.

The next issue that this sort of leads into ispfavision of
a continuum of care for our seniors in their comities. We
talk about expenses and rising costs of the healtb system.
We know that, for the patients’ well-being, the den they can
stay in their home community with their support teyss
around, the better it is for their health and theslexpensive it
is for the system to provide for them. We needdddwoking at
a whole continuum of care and | encourage the meinit
work with the minister responsible for Yukon HougiGorpo-
ration and other ministers who may be affectediguee that in
each community, elders and seniors are able to istdfeir
community as long as possible so they can havsupport of
their community, of their family and of their chiteh.

Finally, we just recently had a health impact assent
done in Keno City about the effects of mining oraltte This
was a good first step. | assume it was the minssteepart-
ment. I'm not sure who is responsible for Dr. BrendHanley,
the chief medical officer, but | believe that wageasy excellent
first step and it does help to alleviate some ef ¢tbncerns of
some of the residents of Keno. However, it's imaottthat
there be funding in place to ensure the recommendatre
followed and that it is followed up on and doedrmetcome an-
other study that sits on the desk and is shelvathderstand
that it crosses departments there, but there argy mecom-
mendations that should and need to be followedrum@rder
to ensure the safety of Keno residents.

I'll save my questions and my thoughts on earlydttood
development for the next segment of conversatiohttere are

a number of important perspectives there and | isay to the
minister that I'm willing to work with him and theommunities
in my jurisdiction to bring a rural perspective his thoughts
and his thinking. | think it's critical that thegigents of rural
Yukon work with the Government of Yukon to decredise
gap in services between rural and Yukon.

Hon. Mr. Graham: | found the Member from Mayo-
Tatchun’s comments extremely interesting, espscialith
regard to services in the communities, becausewhgsone of
the reasons behind the Yukon Hospital Corporatiamng
ahead with new facilities in Dawson City and Wat$ake —
the exact reasons you talked about. People willlide to stay
in their community hopefully longer if they're ined and
they'll be able to come home sooner in order t@vec from,
be it operations or accidents, where they've haddoto an
acute care or another hospital. It's going to diséhthings.

Part of both of these hospitals as well, as | Bajgfevious
debate, was that these are multi-use hospitalsy Wilkhave a
health centre in the hospital, seniors will be abléake advan-
tage of the facility as well, and hopefully it winable us to
keep seniors at home much longer, especially insthaller
communities.

I don't know if the member opposite is advisingtasstart
building hospitals in Mayo — | think that’s a l#tiway farther
down the road — but the facilities are needed imym@mmu-
nities. We just did seniors housing in Watson Ldkavas in
fact just recently the final unit was taken, soave very aware
that seniors want to stay in their home communitied in as
many cases as possible, that's the kind of stuffevdoing.
We're not always right; sometimes we’ll trip up,thibe intent
is to keep seniors in their homes as long as plessithat's
why we started the home care system; that's whexpanded
the home care system this year dramatically — & teapro-
vide assistance to seniors.

On another topic: when we talk about wellness —mwhe
you asked about wellness and we hope that it esriWWhite-
horse thing — we’re starting initiatives in at leawo rural
communities. In fact, one of the very first initiegs we're
starting in the whole territory is in Carmacks. \8&'re starting
some of those initiatives outside of the City of Mghorse.
There is also the website that’s available all pgerthere are a
number of other things that we're doing. But wefrging to
start a number of initiatives in smaller rural commities be-
cause we realize that, in some cases, they havggarkprob-
lem than Whitehorse because they don’'t have theeatonal
facilities and they don't have all of the foods awtvices that
are available to them in those smaller communities are
available here. So we want to work with everyone;want to
work with small communities and the operative wditsre are
“work with” not come out and give direction. We vida work
with them to make sure that they can sustain wieatpkojects
we start.

We don’t want to go in there and start some progttaa
is operated by a paid person or something likeahdtthen the
funding runs out. How many times have you seenhhppen?
The person leaves because the federal or tertigmigernment
has a limited number of months or years of fundimga par-



November 8, 2012

HANSARD

1453

ticular project, the funding runs out, the perseaves and the
project falls flat on its face. That's what we dowant to see
happen with the wellness initiative. We want thisllness ini-

tiative, whatever it is, in whatever form it takesany commu-

nity, to continue long after the so-called “expédsthe assis-
tance leaves the community. We want to build tixgeetise in

the community so it is sustainable there.

Ms. Hanson:
was not about the need for a hospital in Mayo.dct,fthere
was a hospital in Mayo. It was about getting pedpien Pelly
Crossing to the health care they need and the datedbtrajec-
tory that they were forced to be taken on when’thayost ill.
The fact of the matter is that, having a hospitadDawson — if
you have to go from Pelly to Mayo to Dawson — i$ going
to make it easier. The question: How does this gowent
intend to shorten the time between the onset wést — par-
ticularly in an acute or a life-threatening sitoati— to the
point that they can get to a hospital, as opposdtting to do
what the Member for Mayo-Tatchun described in detai

A new hospital in Dawson is not going solve thathiéy
still have to go all around the territory to getQawson. It’s all
around the territory right now to get to WhitehorSe | think
the minister — when | asked him the question, | yuas$ pick-
ing up on his question. | think my colleague fromayd-
Tatchun also referenced the issue of wellness lamdveliness
strategy.

I'll keep coming back to thélealth Actbecause |1 think it
does provide the direction. | think if we had bekming it, we
could be moving along much more rapidly to the kaidut-
comes that we're looking for, for patients and &drcitizens.
We've heard over the last of couple of years —inkht was in
2010 or 2009 — | can't recall exactly — the annament of
a social inclusion and poverty reduction strateglyen, this
year, we have the wellness strategy.

2011 — if you read them, they are basically toldrtimd their
own business and to limit their advising. So | haveouple of
questions: What is the role, in 2012, of the Healtld Social
Services Council? Does this government believethasact
says, that they have a legitimate role? Does thergment pay
attention to them? When might we see the next posif the
minutes of a meeting? Or has the council just ldisbanded

| believe the question being asked therdike the Yukon Council on the Economy and the Eowiment,

which is also required pursuant to a piece ofttanidl legisla-
tion?

I'm hopeful that this one hasn’t been disbanded &m
hopeful that the minister does seek their advical an
recommendations on a broad range — as the actdhblhst —
on the integration of health and social aspectalm of the
outcomes of Yukoners in terms of health care. Wewkithat
the two go together.

Hon. Mr. Graham: Madam Chair, the council hasn’t
been disbanded; in fact, right now I'm looking ah@mber of
recommendations to fill vacancies on the coundailt Bhaven't
determined what kind of a future they will playtime Depart-
ment of Health and Social Services. | know we hawuple
of questions right now that we would like them to sbme
work on, but past that, | can’t tell you becausaven’'t made a
decision. I've asked the department for some recenaations
and that will be forthcoming in the next little Wéni It hasn't
been real high on my radar right now, to be pelfdubnest,
and | haven’t made any decisions.

Ms. Hanson: Failing having an active Health and So-
cial Services Council, to whom, then, does the stémilook to
get community-based — the intention was that thanci
would be comprised of citizens from a wide rangepudfes-
sional and cultural communities. From the startydls my un-
derstanding that these citizens were representativke could
address the broad range of issues from alcohodamngl abuse

The Health Actsays — and they use this wonderful lan-to social service delivery, juvenile justice, hbait and then

guage of “wherever practicable” — that there shdugdinte-
gration of health and social services. We know thatan
problems don't present themselves as neatly ashhgalblems
or social problems and we’ve seen through all tméous stud-
ies — the most recent synopsis from the Anti-Pgv&obali-
tion, Minding the Gap— information about being economi-
cally disadvantaged. That whole equity gap meaat ybu're
also likely to suffer health problems. So, when thgkon

having the health status reports from the departmenuld
automatically be referred to the council. The cdllgrdiscus-
sions would then be part of a public record, whiabuld then
help inform the minister about decisions that afftbe direc-
tion for health care in this territory.

If the minister is not getting advice from a bodhat is
constituted by law, where is he getting his ad¥ioen?

Hon. Mr. Graham: | have no shortage of advice, be-

Health Actwas being put together through the broad consultdieve me — everything from the community advisonuuocil

tion that led to that act in the early 1990s, tbeognition was
that effectively affecting the full range of healthoblems re-
quired a greater integration of health and so@avise deliv-
ery. It's my understanding that, to that end, iteslth Actre-
quires that every Cabinet submission must includarsalysis
of the health impacts of the particular policy ppsal and that
the key instrument of integration, at the top, wass establish-
ment of the Health and Social Services Council. ke gov-
ernment of the day created the Health and Sociabicss
Council, it really did intend that there was a \ato this coun-
cil's recommendations.

It's my understanding that the Health and Sociakiges
Council, for which the last minutes we can find /@osted in

on social inclusion and poverty reduction, to timéi-poverty
group | meet with on a regular basis. | also rezeigvice from
the Yukon Council on disABILITY. | have met witheérautism
group. A huge number of NGOs meet with me on aromy
basis. I've met with the food bank and the YukorgiReered
Nurses Association. There are a huge number of N&as
community groups and, in fact, individuals who cotoemy
office on a daily basis.

| have a very strong bias toward listening to amybaho
wishes to make an appointment and come and tatketol’ll
continue to do that. As | said, we haven’'t made famy deci-
sions with respect to the future of the councknbw at one
time the chair of the council, in the last littlehile, made a
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recommendation that either the council should bedusn a
more regular basis or it should be disbanded. nkthhe de-
partment, too, meets with a huge number of groupsvery-
thing from FASD to ADS. So the input we receivenfrdhe
public — whereas it may not be focused strictlytlo@ council
— is received from a huge number of sources. Whaecasion
is being made in the department, we always comsulte al-
ways attempt to consult with anyone who will be aogd by
that decision.

Ms. Hanson: Well, it would be disappointing if the
minister and the government were to move away fitbm
broad representative as opposed to potentially séewr
weighted influencing. | think there is a real vatoehaving that
representative body as it was envisioned in thisleggpn.

There is another aspect of tHealth Actthat | would just
like to come back to. In the talk about wellnesd #re impor-
tance of the emphasis on what our grandmothersatatikit —
“an ounce of prevention is worth a pound of curigitkof idea
— and when most of our health care dollars are deduon
putting the money into the cure, the Yuldealth Act in order
to address that, envisioned the creation of theoviukealth
investment fund. I'm just seeking confirmation frahe minis-
ter — as this was envisioned — that the governnvemld
reserve the first not the last five cents of evesglth dollar and
it would be invested for the exclusive use of thevpntion of
disease, dysfunction or the promotion of good healt

I am interested in knowing if the minister couldnfiom
the amount of money that is currently in the healtfestment
fund and how much is budgeted for expenditureythes. Does
it achieve the five-percent of the health budgeit seas main-
taining the intention as set out in the legislation

Hon. Mr. Graham: We'll have to get back to you
with an answer on that one.

Ms. Hanson:
quirements of the legislation — thdealth Actdoes require
that every three years a Yukon health status rdpotabled in
the Legislature. To my knowledge the last repors wabled in
2009; at least that’s the last one | could findeJénreports are
quite helpful; they do have a lot of substantivieimation and
the last one was prepared by the medical officehedlth.
Could the minister confirm when the next healthustaeport
will be tabled?

Hon. Mr. Graham:
that too.

Ms. Stick:
briefing the other day.

I would like to go through some of the parts oftthéth
some very specific questions. The first one hadgldowith a
certain amount indicated here, $51,000 taken frbe c¢hild
care services, which is a whole other line of qoegtg that
my colleague from Mayo-Tatchun will follow up — biitvent
on to explain that this was for capital start-uptsdfor Skoo-
kum Jim — for the new shelter. When | look on thnelter
capital costs on the other page, it was indicatedas $31,000
and I'm not sure if that's a typo or if someone aaplain
where the $20,000 between $31,000 and $51,000 went.

I'll have to get back to you with
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Hon. Mr. Graham: We'll get back to you with an an-
swer.
Ms. Stick: | wasn't trying to trick or catch anybody at

anything, but it just didn't add up and in the si@opentary
estimates it was indicated as $31,000 for the dtioe
equipment.

Also, being transferred to Skookum Jim for the Yostiel-
ter is another $318,000. This was indicated as eatiome in-
crease and I'm just wondering if the minister coelxblain
what that amount is. | assume it's going to be O&Mt if he
could explain what that would be for, please.

Hon. Mr. Graham: It's the operation and mainte-
nance costs for the remainder of this year.

Ms. Stick: Along the same lines as the youth shelter, |
just wondered if | could hear from the minister wheis an-
ticipated that this new shelter will be openingn fust trying to
make sure that | understand that this would go ffoun to six
individuals for the shelter, and whether this istjan emer-
gency shelter or something different.

Hon. Mr. Graham: It was originally intended to be
an emergency shelter. That's what it's set up as$.a8 you'’re
aware, Skookum Jim runs a whole host of other @mgning,
either on their own or in cooperation with the dépent. We
anticipate that children or youth taking advantafjthe shelter
will also therefore be able to take advantage ohes®f the
programming offered by Skookum Jim.

On another issue that was just requested awhile-agoe
health status report — it will be completed in 2Gk® it will
probably be tabled in 2013 because that's afteretiek of the
2012 year.

Ms. Stick: | have some questions around Options for
Independence. We certainly had a good discussiountdbat in
the spring and | noted that there is a $125,00ase for Op-

Just one last aspect in terms of the retions for Independence. The explanation was thagai to en-

hance programming. | know that construction hasubhegn
adding units to this program and, in fact, someppedad to
move out of their current facilities. In some okthriefing
notes, it is noted that there were more individuéhs wonder-
ing if the minister can explain having fewer uriitg more in-
dividuals, plus what the $125,000 enhanced progriagm
would be.

Hon. Mr. Graham: I'll have to get her to repeat the
last part because | didn't hear her, but as for@mtions for
Independence, the additional funding is requiredptovide

I mentioned earlier that we received ahousing for persons with fetal alcohol syndrometHa note

the member was given it says, “to support clienig adminis-
trative costs.” As the member is aware, there hélladditional
clients in the building and those clients are sujgubby Health
and Social Services.

So that amount of money will be required to paydoper-
vision and support of those residents at the fgcilimissed the
last part of the question about $125,000, so BNédnto get the
member to repeat that.

Ms. Stick: It was $125,000 for enhanced program-
ming for Options for Independence. | understandetlage go-
ing to be more clients, but driving past the curtenstruction
site, |1 would say it will be awhile before thatsady for occu-
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pancy. I'm wondering what the $125,000 enhancedjnara-
ming was for, and for whom. | know there is theesthuilding
that already does have residents living in it wine already
receiving supports. Individuals moved out of whéhey're
doing the construction now, so I'm just trying tigure out
what the $125,000 is for.

Hon. Mr. Graham: Madam Chair, they anticipate a
couple of high-risk clients being added to the raixhe OFI
and an extra $125,000 anticipated at this time.s&hthings
change, depending on if the clients actually shewThis will
be for additional nighttime supervision. We’ll have add
funding to their budget for night supervision.

As you're aware, there were some difficulties wtitle fi-
nancial statements for the last three years, shanamount of
money there’s also a $30,000 allocation for aufditsthe last
three years. We will be paying for that as well.

Ms. Stick:
of OFI and I'm very pleased with the makeup of thaard and
the direction they're taking. They're certainly nioy that pro-
gram ahead.

I'd like to speak to another residential prograive lheard
different names for it. On the budget here in otefing note,
there was a one-time transfer of $14,000 to capabciated
with the opening of the transitional women’s liviagit.

Now that's the building that is on the propertyWhite-
horse Correctional Centre and in the past, befwenew facil-
ity was opened, it's where the women resided. mjsunder-
standing that this is going to become a group han Chal-
lenge, the vocational alternatives program, has lzesked to
run this program and to get this going. | havetafaoncerns,
the first one being the location.

I've heard that it was going to be called the Ggdi®rive
residence or living something. A number of hamegehaeen
bandied about. Even 30 or 35 years ago when | wascllege
program for working with people with disabilitiethere was a
whole unit on where we build facilities and where Wwouse
people. | don't remember what the title of it whst | always
remember them giving the examples of how it's pldpanot
appropriate to build a seniors facility next toragyard.

What I'm trying to get at is the individuals who Iwbe
housed here, as | understand it — it's a greatdmgl and it
should be put to good use, but | think putting wdlials in that
building at the jail — because that's where itif's, at the jall
— and expecting them to be a part of a communithatail,
but there is no community there. Certainly there aearby
neighbourhoods and whatnot. | just am not sure tiaw deci-
sion was made and | would like to hear from theistém about
that, especially in light of how we treat individsian our
community and how we view them.

Personally, | have a problem with housing peopleain
building that we all know what it was. | know if yask any of
those individuals when they move, “Where do yoehthey
are going to answer, “At the jail,” because thaitsysically
where they will be — not in the jail, but they'lelat the jail.

We can move fences and put a nice grass in fradtjtb
doesn’t change the fact that they are still atjailel know that
there are no facilities for women leaving jail amdybe we

could have moved the fence and at least used dbdity as it
was originally designed. | would just like to h¢lae minister’s
comments on this particular program.

Hon. Mr. Graham: When this concept was originally
developed to bring the Yukon Review Board clierdsnk, we
originally intended to utilize the old Alexanderré&dt Resi-
dence, or part of the Alexander Street Residenoértiinately
once that was investigated further, it was deteeahithat the
facility simply wasn't appropriate and it would hecost too
much to renovate it in order to make it acceptébtethis pur-
pose. There were also some logistical problemsthmrt those
were not of huge concern.

When you talk about where you are going to housplee
we made the decision very early on — in speakiiiy wy
department and with my colleagues — that the fursd pri-
mary objective was to bring these people home fidiperta —

I've spoken to members of the latest boardl think one is even as far away as Ontario becthatés where

we managed to find a place for them — and othelitias in
British Columbia.

So we're talking about four or five individuals wtare
currently housed in facilities outside of the temy, com-
pletely away from friends and family and any suppatwork.
So the first decision was made that we have togbtirem
home.

The second was that Alexander Street wasn't ackkypta
So the third decision that we had to make was: &nfdcility
that was acceptable and at a reasonable costds uell, be-
cause we aren't talking about a huge number of leelogre. It
was determined in conjunction with the Justice depent that
that building would be available to us if we wisttednake use
of it. When the department folks went to look a thuilding,
they found that, logistically, it was good. It wdssigned in a
way that was more than acceptable for this usedtaissed it
with a contractor; they felt that it was appropgifdr them.

The location we’'ve known all along wasn't the alsel
best, but it was what we had and it met the ne€ls. more
important thing to me was that we’ll be bringings theople
home; we’ll have them here; we’ll be able to worithwthem.
The college, the ball diamond, and all those othérgs are
right in the general vicinity as well, so that thdkings are all
appropriate. We believe that they will be part afammunity
at that location. It might not be the absolute besation, but
under the circumstances it was pretty good.

Ms. Stick: Thank you. | don't think I'm going to
agree with the minister on this one. | was in dosgvices
when we brought many individuals back to Whitehaasd to
their home community from an institution in B.C.ckan the
1990s. The most important overarching piece of thhole
plan was the goal to bring those individuals ankp tleem to
become a part of the community, and we found hamesnt.

That's where it began. That’s where it startedvds about
normalization. It was about being in a home in glmgour-
hood with a young family living on this side andhige citizens
living on this side. It was a long planned — it wadot of
work. It was not always easy to have neighbourgpgtcthat,
but it was important and, in the end, it workedo3# individu-
als came back and became a part of their commaratid are
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neighbours. The individuals living there, at thatular loca-
tion, have no neighbours — none, except the jait] there
won'’t be a lot of conversations going on theregih’tlthink.

So | will move on, but | don’t think I'm going tcet this
one drop. | just don't think it's the best optidnknow that
there is a housing shortage and everything eldkon, but |
think there could have been more creative, moreamyrand
more compassionate ways to bring these individoatk. I'm
glad they’re coming back, and | realize it's gotogoe a cost to
this government because of the staffing needs.derstand
that. | just think a better job could have beenelof that. |
hope that’s not the end — that we’re not going aventhose
individuals come back, put them there, and that's inean, |
hope we’re looking beyond that and to getting thieto a more
normal home in a neighbourhood and in a community.

| was interested in the Canadian diabetes strapglica-
tion, and we see there is an increase of $130®@tat. This is
recoverable from Public Health Agency of Canada tad's
great. But I'd like to mention that from my own penal ex-
perience, | know a number of young individuals WRASD,
who are also borderline or diabetic, one of whom telated
to. |try and go grocery shopping occasionallyhwitm, in the
attempt to help him understand healthy foods andtvgap-
propriate for his diabetes.

He lives independently; he has minimal supportcbeld
probably use more. So in these strategies andhhsiaitegies,
| really wonder if we are looking at the whole ptaion or
looking at a certain population who can read aml wader-
stand, can take a three-day course and maybe dfvesher a
couple of months later. | find with this individydl am con-
stantly repeating and | really feel he needs — thiividual
and others like him and others in our communitiesmere
support, especially if they are trying to live dbere on their
own, if they are on social assistance and the maneypt there
for them to buy the best of foods, and if there hasn any
consideration to this population that requires shimg differ-
ent, something more repetitive, and should probeblit every
three months for the rest of his life for him to d&gle to cope
and remember those instructions.

Hon. Mr. Graham: I'll just go back to a couple of
items. The Skookum Jim shelter will begin as an rgecy
shelter, as | said. It will open in mid-Decembed amill have
up to six beds. Mid-December is the target datét fiar open at
the present time.

I don't know what we’re going to call it now — whiathas
been called up to now is the “women’s transitiosiniy unit”.
We're going to have to agree to disagree on ththetime, or
when this decision was made. We felt it was inlibset inter-
ests of the clients. We anticipate that not aémt$ in the build-
ing will be Yukon Review Board clients, but theylivéll have
a large range of needs, and they will all requigreat deal of
ongoing support — almost one-to-one support in bhading.
It's one of the reasons that Challenge was selexseithe con-
tractor for that building — because Challenge habt lup a
certain expertise with folks like this, and thewéa commu-
nity. You have probably gone to some of their dnspas have
I. I recently went to their AGM and a couple of eththings,

and | was just amazed at the whole community sading the
Challenge operation, and | was pretty impressetl wiem as
well.

So | suspect that they will form part of the Chade
community and they will become a real, integralt parthat
group. Time will tell, but this is another one bbse programs
that we will be doing an evaluation on and we’'ll diele to
come back in the very near future and tell you Wwhebr not
we believe it's meeting the objectives that weediag.

The $130,000 for the diabetes strategy applicasoone
of the reasons that we’re so in favour of workinighveollabo-
rative care clinics, because we’ve found that,mpftee people
with these complex medical needs that we're seeirtfpe care
clinic that we've set up that only operates a feaysda week
right now and that we're now expanding the hours-tchas
shown us that the people, the individuals that ctimeee with
medical needs are often very complex individualseyl often
have drug or alcohol difficulties, some of them éawmental
difficulties as well. So diabetes might be the ththat draws
them there, but they have all of these other thgmjag on in
their lives as well. That's where we see collakoeatare clin-
ics helping out immensely.

This strategy, as in all the things that we daaigeted not
only at the general population, but at those spepifpulations
that are especially needy. So | guess the answgoup ques-
tion is yes. They're part of the strategy and wekvewn for
some time that it's one of those intuitive thingsit we know
now from data that the people who come, especiallyhe
clinic that we've set up, have very complex nedds go be-
yond strictly medical.

Ms. Stick: | wasn't going to go there, but the minister
has opened up a line of questioning for me thatveho follow
up on, and it's going back to the women’s tranagiogroup
home on College Drive — whatever we're going td da—
25.5 College Drive. | worked at Challenge wherrdtfictame to
the Yukon back in 1980. It wasn't called Challetigen; it was
the rehab centre. | have the utmost respect fomtbik that
that group, that staff and that board do for indlingls in our
community. It's a hard job and it involved a lot advocating
on behalf of individuals, trying to get community accept, to
listen and understand what their goals are. | thhdy do a
great job with their Bridges Café program, with ithpre-
employment programs — there are many things. Theyak
ways being creative and they are always thinkingl, larespect
that and admire that in this program. | was suegtisiowever,
to hear that they were being asked to lead onpttigram for
group homes.

This was not put out to tender. There are otheuggdn
the Yukon that have done the exact same thing, wisiche
one-on-one personal supervision and care of indal&l Most
of the people who came back from the institutionsBi.C.
where they had been for most of their lives reqliteat same
kind of care and supervision, if not more, becaauset of per-
sonal care was also involved for some of theseviddals and
it was about teaching life skills and integratintpi community.

Though | commend Challenge and the work they do, |

would ask the minister why it wasn’t consideredtfus project
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to go out to tender when there certainly are granpghe com-
munity that also could have provided the same lefgrofes-
sional support and care.

Chair: Would the members like to take a break?

All Hon. Members: Agreed.
Chair:
utes.
Recess
Chair: Committee of the Whole will resume general

debate on Vote 15.

Hon. Mr. Graham:
guestions that were asked previously.

The first is to the issue of Challenge being seldo
manage whatever we call the up-and-coming new itfacil
There was no RFP issued. A previous minister haectes
Challenge to manage the Alexander Street Resid&hea that
was an option for this program and | made the d@ti® con-
tinue with that because Challenge was originalllected be-
cause of their expertise in the vocational rehaa.al agreed
with that. | thought it was an excellent choice dnfélt that
they could apply that expertise to this client groso | didn't
change anything and | didn’t put it out to an RRRying said
that, | want you to know that we are very committedusing
RFPs. In fact, just recently an RFP was issuedrnfanagement
of another group home and we have had a coupleopopals
for that. | expect that my department will be maken recom-
mendation on that issue very soon and we will pedciEom
there.

For the home for Yukon Review Board clients andeath
— we've also seconded one of our managers withrégpen
residential care to the Challenge group to workhwiitem.
Challenge had on staff for some time a person vatbviorked
in this kind of environment in the Vancouver arkle. worked
for Challenge and he was looking forward to workiwwgh
them in this facility as well, so that concludeattbne.

On the other issue of the health promotion andhiedth
investment fund, | believe that the Leader of tHiicc@l Oppo-
sition was incorrect in the assumption that fivecpat of the
total health treatment budget of the Yukon wouldilhested
into the health investment fund. The legislatiorvésy clear
that “... 5 percent of the total health treatment dmtdof the
Yukon shall be appropriated for preventive healtid &ealth
promotion programs and services, consistent witildent fis-
cal management.”

So five percent of the budget is appropriated ferpntive
health and health promotion programs, not to go thé health
investment fund. The department does an evaluatéah year
to ensure that the expenditures under Health Care Insur-
ance Plan Actthe Hospital Insurance Services Aand the

that the full $75,000 will be expended, leavingogal in the
health investment fund of $100,000 at the end ef yhar. |
think that concludes the answers.

Mr. Silver: I'd like to start off by thanking the offi-
cials for being here today. | would like to send appreciation

Committee of the Whole will recess for 15 min- to the minister as well. The minister has proveerahe last

year that he is one of those MLAs who is willingwork with
everybody in the House and | salute his effortshat. He has
been open and honest. We don't always agree, heaame
time, | appreciate his frankness and his honesty.

I'd like to start with childcare. Earlier this yedhere was a
daycare protest in front of this building and thesss also one

| have a couple of answers to in Dawson City the same day. They were protestigglack of

funds this government provides for daycare. | hadhance to
join the Dawson City daycare and the Trinke Zho ¢2eg staff
and the board of directors for the Dawson dayqatigate day-
care providers and parents in Dawson at that grotes

| wouldn’t even call it a protest. It was more of @xercise
in awareness in regard to the DOG. My sign said D&DGt.
Everybody thought that | was pro-dogs, but it was direct
operating grant.

Dawson has childcare workers that are basicallgvary
outlier from the pay scale. Trondék Hwéch'’in’s daye has an
excellent pay scale. I'm convinced that in 10 ydaosn now
we will see major advantages in academic and spaialuits in
those students who attended this facility. The H8&dt pro-
gram — and also a dedicated staff who makes enoughla-
ries and in benefits to have job security for thg-m into our
community. The Dawson daycare has just as dedicstet]
but even though the need is as great, they arédatnay’ll
have to close their doors if nothing is done tarthending.

So please — | was wondering if the minister coeltl e
that he understands at least the unique situafionrotwo non-
profit daycares, one in Dawson City and the other being in
Watson Lake, and also | was wondering if the mamistould
please tell us today that he will review thesesaad hope-
fully look to increasing them. Thank you.

Hon. Mr. Graham: We're always open to taking a
second look at things, but over the last five yearsadditional
$4 million has been committed to addressing watfaming,
subsidies, and operating expenses of childcarereenCur-
rently, the department is reviewing proposals mutvard by
the Yukon Childcare Association, along with prewdaovest-
ments that we have made in this area. Just this yeaput an
extra $40,000 into the Yukon College budget toshssipaying
for training and retention needs for individualldbare work-
ers. One of the real problems we run into is thate are three
non-profit daycares in communities at the presénet and
there are 10-plus within the City of Whitehorset there are
also 12 licensed daycares, and we have no ideawfrhany
unlicensed family settings children are stayingSo, until we

Hospital Actare combined. Five percent of that must go td totacan work with the daycare centres to work out sdine of

health and health promotion programs. That is doman an-
nual basis and we far exceed the five percent adehthree
expenditures in health promotion.

The health investment fund started the year with0$100
in it; $75,000 was added in the 2012-13 budget.aMécipate

way of handling the huge varieties in things likdasies and
costs for children and things like that — we'’re Kom at
wages for early childhood educators paid by thislelvariety
of groups to range anywhere from — for a persom aitevel
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1, the pay scale is anywhere from $10, | belieyetaiabout
$16.50 an hour.

When you're looking at level 2 or 3 daycare workere
salaries range from $14 to $35 an hour. So we habe able
to justify to our own folks — if we're subsidizing day home
that is paying $35 an hour, whereas the one rigiwtndthe
street is only paying $14 an hour — we have to warksome
kind of a system that prevents that kind of studi happen-

ing.

spaces ranges from $320 to $400 per day. | havethvepre-
sentatives of both opposition parties to discussisBue with
me in the fall, and further discussions on thisdapill be held
with other interested people and organizations hetate fall.
At no time during any of these discussions did kenany men-
tion of privatizing of long-term care or any othhealth care
service.”

Could the minister comment on these statements¥y The
were from September 4 and we’re now into NovemWBérere

We're attempting to provide daycare workers with asare we in terms of long-term care, care fees asal jalivatiza-

much education as we can. | know the college hag gt of
their way to facilitate training in new ways, artey went so
far as to split one course into modules, so thezeevi2 mod-
ules and a person had to finish only three of thosdules, at
one credit each, in order to finish the three-dredurse.

They are doing all kinds of innovative things irder to
get childcare educators trained. We are providimding for
that.

If we are going to provide funding for daycaresnthe
selves, we have to somehow justify the differenicesvage
scales that are being paid across the territorg.ddpartment is
working on that; they are working with the Childeakssocia-
tion. |1 know the recent protest came as a bit sfigrise to us
because | had talked with the head of the Childéas®ciation
awhile ago. We hadn’t responded, perhaps, as quicklwe
should have to a letter that | received, but we denitely
looking at the proposals and trying to work sonmajhout.

Mr. Silver:
urge the minister, the next time he is up in Dawdonpay a
visit to Stephanie Davidson and her board. She avtale to
have the conversation about the pay scale, aboesado edu-
cation and availability. It's really hard for thogays to get the
training they need, and | can guarantee therebsdpworking
there right now making anywhere close to $25 anr.htu
would be a great conversation for the ministeraeehwith the
board of directors for sure. | appreciate his amswe

I'd like to switch the focus to long-term care iacreas-
ing, based upon a letter to the editor from MinigBraham,
September 4. I'm just going to quote a little Iodrh it.

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

Point of order
Speaker:  Mr. Cathers, on a point of order.
Hon. Mr. Cathers:
the Member for Klondike’s part, but he did justeefto a
member by name.

Chair’s ruling
Chair:
frain from doing that.
Mr. Silver has the floor.

Mr. Silver:
just reading it from the paper here.

I quote: “I have made no secret of my plan to revibe
long-term care fees in all of my public statemeotsinter-
views. Currently, residents in our long-term caaeilfties pay
between $18 and $21 per day, while the cost ofigioy these

| believe it was unintentional on

tion?

Hon. Mr. Graham: | anticipated much quicker action
on my part. Unfortunately, circumstances, as they some-
times overwhelm you and | haven't had a chanceestdogck to
both members here today to see if they would lkpdrticipate
in some kind of public hearing or some kind of adtetion
over rates. | made it perfectly clear at the titmet bur rates are
almost ridiculously low. | have a relative in onktbe homes
right now — in a long-term care facility right now and one
of the first comments a member of my family saidewhwe
found out how much it was costing was, “What's ttadch?
You can't possibly do their laundry, look after tinefeed them
and everything for that price.” The answer was,sYiat’s the
price.”

It's something that | believe is warranted and ihkhwe
should be doing, but I simply haven’t got to it.yet

Mr. Silver: | appreciate the answer from the minister.

I'm going to leave it at that. | would just My father is in advanced stages of Alzheimer’s trigbw back

in Nova Scotia and this is something that I’'m digglly follow-
ing. I'm definitely interested in sitting down witithe minister
and speaking further on this.

I'm going to change my direction to chemo nursés.rhy
understanding that when the government advertisdil this
position it did so in the form of a part-time nur$evas just
wondering if that was correct and | was wonderirgere the
direction was as to why a part-time solution?

Hon. Mr. Graham: Just one small correction Il
make to the member’'s statement is that the nurseadser-
tised by the Yukon Hospital Corporation. This positis a
person employed by the Yukon Hospital Corporation.

As | understand it — and I'm just repeating whatel’
heard — the chemo nurse is a position that caretpeined for
a number of hours on one day and then virtuallyhaors on
the next day, so it's very difficult to anticipatss | understand,
it was a part-time position, but it's very difficuio anticipate
exactly when the nurse will be employed, but thely e em-
ployed on a part-time basis as per the Hospitap@uation’s

There is a point of order. Mr. Silver, please re-féquirement.

Mr. Silver: Thank you for the answer. | am going to
turn to doctor recruitment. | tabled a motion onviimber 6
regarding this issue. The minister had said thatewéd have a

Thank you and | apologize for that; I'm Supervisor in place to work with foreign doctorsetusure that

they can practice here. Earlier this year, the guvent was
looking at bringing one in from Alberta, if I'm nahistaken.
Can the minister provide us with an update on that?

Hon. Mr. Graham: We are working with Alberta,
first of all, to do assessments of internationadica& gradu-
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ates. That would be the first step, so when anriat®nal
medical graduate hopes to come to the Yukon to wbekfirst
thing they would do is supply us with their credalst If we
found that they met the basic requirements of béwgra phy-
sician in the Yukon, they would then be asked totlgough
the evaluation process in Alberta. That's one péthe proc-
ess.

The other part is we need trained supervisors entéinri-
tory to supervise these international medical gadekl when
they come to the Yukon.

That's the other part. So we are currently sentiv@gpeo-
ple, | believe, to Alberta for training within theext week or
week and a half. These people will have the trgjrtimen to
supervise international medical graduates wheretigoaduates
come to the Yukon.

Mr. Silver:
it take to get certified?

Hon. Mr. Graham:
course. Basically, for recognized medical praatitis in the
territory, they will go out for a weekend course,aotwo-day
course, to become supervisors.

Mr. Silver:
department who has recently left. We're lookingha supple-
mentary, and we're looking in the budgets, and ev@onder-
ing: Did he retire? Was he let go? Basically, wasesance
paid, and where would that show up if there was?

Hon. Mr. Graham:
signed to take a job in Vancouver. In fact, | jhsfard today
that he made his first visit to a penitentiary irtiBh Columbia
and was quite amazed at what he saw.

Mr. Silver:
zance. O&M estimates for the Dawson and Watson balspi-
tals — I'll just leave it at that — if you'd car® tomment on
what the forecasts are for the O&M?

Hon. Mr. Graham:
are a number of issues that must be considered wieée
determining what the O&M numbers are for those twegpi-
tals. We have worked up some figures, in conjumctigth the
Hospital Corporation. Those numbers will come favdo
Cabinet, but there are some other issues thatcargring right
at the present time that | simply have no contn@ro So, at
this point, | can’t give you an actual number ofavthe O&M
costs will be. We have a fairly good idea, but hdd&now ex-
actly what they will be. As soon as they're avdiggbyou’'ll
probably see them in a supplementary budget sutttisas

Mr. Silver:
what programming will be offered in the Dawson htspor
any statement as to any updates on that.

Hon. Mr. Graham:
in Dawson City — which I'll go to first — will proie a single
point of delivery for most health care serviceghie commu-
nity of Dawson City. While public health servicemmain the
responsibility of the Yukon government — our depant —
they will be offered out of the new facility. | dorhave any
other information about exactly what else will Héeced in the
hospital, but if there is anything else that | ddobave in-
cluded, I'll get back to you with an answer.

My former deputy minister re-

| hope he went there on his own recogni-

Mr. Silver:
ter’s office.

I do know that some officials went up to Dawson and
talked to our extended-scope nurses with new offers

As we know, they won't be allowed to — maybe | d¢an
corrected here from the minister — to practisen®full extent
of the scope, but | was just wondering where weaardar as
the nurses who are up there right now. We have fcuglieve,
who are extended-scope nurses and registered nurses
wondering how many of these nurses accepted offergork
in the new hospital with the different range of geo

Hon. Mr. Graham: First of all, | want to tell you that
there is nothing in the Hospital Corporation’s matedor in the
agreement that we have with the Hospital Corpanativat
would prevent them from using extended-scope nursebe

I'd appreciate that coming from the minis-

What's the timeline here? How long doeshospital. That's entirely their decision. The HaapiCorpora-

tion has a responsibility to staff hospitals, akihk | said in

As | understand it, it's a weekend response to one of your questions previously; theye a re-

sponsibility to staff those hospitals in the mannecessary for
them to achieve their objectives. Now we understhad they
have told the extended-scope nurses that that waatlapply

| have a question about the deputy of thisin the hospital. Consequently, two of the permanmmtses

have accepted offers with the government. Lettecdfer were
sent by the Yukon Hospital Corporation to two narsene
housekeeper, two auxiliary on-call housekeeperdiaaduxil-
iary on-call clerks.

All of those letters of offer from the Yukon HosgitCor-
poration have been made and it will be up to thersployees
to decide if they wish to continue their employmexith the
Yukon Hospital Corporation or not.

Mr. Silver:
— does the minister know if they were two of thaeexled-
scope nurses?

Hon. Mr. Graham: | only have that there were four

As you can well imagine, there nurses. Two have accepted offers with the goverthnserthey

will not be staying — or they will not be going tbe Yukon
Hospital Corporation — and two other nurses werkerefl
positions, but | haven’t heard anything more fréman.

I have also a list of services that will be prodda the
various hospitals. The Dawson City hospital wilvbaemer-
gency services staff 24/7, six beds, and ambulatarg, such
as outpatient clinics, IV, antibiotics, et ceterdl Wwe offered.
As | said, six beds will offer stabilization, obgation, moni-
toring, convalescence care, respite care when Malddrodge
is unable to provide it, palliative care when neditable else-

Just for the record, I'd like to ask, as well, where in the community, acute medical detoxifioatiacute

medical health intervention and other medical esreequired.
It will also include the First Nation health prograa labo-

Madam Chair, the new hospital ratory with a new X-ray tech position to providensees;

medical imaging with a new teleradiology programong with
the lab and X-ray tech; electronic health recondd eomput-
erization inpatient and outpatient diabetic couirsgl also
regionalized laundry and sterilization to meet adigation
standards. So all of those things will be parthaf hospital, and
space will be provided for the community nursingffstthe
community mental health coordinator, some emergenegi-

The two nurses who did accept a job there
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cal services, a medical clinic, a retail pharmay space for
visiting specialists.

Mr. Silver:
who have accepted jobs, did they accept jobs inddaver in a
different community?

Hon. Mr. Graham: I can only tell you that they ac-
cepted permanent job offers from the Yukon govemme

Mr. Silver: It's a good segue to my next question,
guess, which is: Will Hospital Corporation offigakappear
before this House this fall? We have a number dadstjans
about the new hospitals, and we haven't seen thetms Leg-
islative Assembly since the spring of 2011.

Hon. Mr. Graham: That's a decision I'll have to take
to my Cabinet colleagues, and I'll get back to ydth an an-
swer — no promises at this time.

Mr. Silver: Moving right along, in the Auditor Gen-
eral’s report in February 2011, and | quote: “Thepartment
will work toward developing key health indicatoradaout-
comes specific to Yukon as well as setting reasentdrgets
and benchmarks where comparable data is availalévthe
next 18 to 24 months.”

The minister told the House in the spring thatkbg indi-
cators report would be ready for the fall of 20L&\ just won-
dering about a status update.

Hon. Mr. Graham: | can inform the member that we
are working on it. We still hope to have it aval&ain this ses-
sion. We're working on it.

Mr. Silver:
have a question coming up — it's based on Publicofats. |
don’t know if anybody or your officials has a copfythe Pub-
lic Accounts here, but it will be on page 89. iikit to get to
that question in a bit. | just have a couple marestjons here.

Midwifery regulations — this issue has been arofmd
many years, and | just wanted to maybe get anatherment
on the record from the minister on where he seabwifary
regulations.

Hon. Mr. Graham: Again, Madam Chair, it was
something we were going to take a look at. We havkme it
yet. Now that we have a number of other things onpates,
I’'m not sure we'll get to it right away, but itomething that
we’re definitely going to take a look at. I'm noayéng that
we’re going to implement regulations immediatelyt i's an
issue that we have to look at.

Mr. Silver: | know there are two members of my rid-
ing who are living in the States right now becatlsgy can’t
practice their midwifery here, so I'm looking forrdato any
updates there.

Have there been any studies out to expand the tatpi
I've heard of a $500,000 study on extending theptiak only
to discover that it can’t be done. | just needifitaation for that
because | really don't know if the sources are wuenot. |
know that we have 49 beds at the hospital right,nehich is
half as many as the Northwest Territories. | wasidesing if
the minister could speak on any studies about ekpgnthe
hospital here in Whitehorse.

Hon. Mr. Graham:
at the present time. The Hospital Corporation digleha study

done by Stantec Engineering. As | understand étréport was
recently presented to the board, and | receivedpy of it at

Just to clarify: As far as the two nursesthat time. We are currently looking at options.

| didn't see anywhere in there that renovationexpan-
sion to the current hospital is out of the questienin fact,
quite the contrary. That was one of the options. Nsee to
look at all of the possibilities: Is a greenfielddpital an option

lif renovations are considered at the hospital’senitrlocation?

Is that the best use of our money? What other thiraye to be
done? What can the old hospital — if a greenfigld & built
— be utilized for? All of those things are now lkgimvesti-
gated, and | expect to be able to take somethirmutdCabinet
within the next couple of months.

Mr. Silver: | thank the minister for his answers here.
I'm going to wrap up. | did have a question on Bt&rmacists
Act, but | know that the Leader of the Official Oppasi has
some more questions on that, so I'm going to leasealone.

Just a last question might be one of those thingfsyou're
going to have to get back to me about. I'm justittéel con-
fused. On page 89 of the Public Accounts, undentélldo the
Financial Statements, March 31, 2012" — item 23jtled
“Overexpenditure”, it says, “Théppropriation Acts(Yukon)
state that the Government is not to expend grasgrams ex-
cept in accordance with the Act. During the year tlepart-
ments exceeded the authorized amounts as followsthen
there is a very small list of items here. We'rekitad) about a
total of approximately $300,000 in the areas of bowners

| just have a few more questions here. | dogrant and the pioneer utility grant. | know it'stna lot of

money, but if these items didn’t appear in suppletay esti-
mates, and if we're not going to have a third sappntary,
how are these items going to get authorized?

Hon. Mr. Graham: Under the various acts, the
homeowners grants, pioneer utility grant, and $@saistance,
those things must be paid.

The acts say that if you receive an applicatiormfra
qualified homeowner for a pioneer utility grantfritist be paid.
That's why they sometimes go over, because themplgiisn't
enough money budgeted. The reason why those willbeo
included in the supplementary budget is becauseddpart-
ment had other underexpenditures that offset that éxpendi-
ture. So those funds were offset by underexperafitur other
areas.

Ms. Hanson: | just want to follow up on a couple of
questions from my colleague from Klondike with respto the
issue of regulation of midwifery in the Yukon. legs | would
urge the minister, if we’re talking about develapia truly col-
laborative health care system. After many yearshawe nurse
practitioners almost there. A formal request to rfiaisters of
Community Services and Health and Social Servioesrfid-
wifery to be designated as a health profession regdlated
under theHealth Professions Adtates back to the fall of 2007,
which was under this party.

Then, in March 2010, the government started a dtasu
tion process regulating midwifery: Should the pisectof mid-
wifery be regulated? My question to the ministerulgobe:

There are 55 beds in the hospital What were the results of that consultation procé¥s@s that
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provide the basis for the Government of Yukon tovenfor-
ward on this?

Midwifery has been found in other jurisdictions daditil-
ized in other jurisdictions as a way of both pravgdmore pa-
tient-centred care, particularly for those peopledmmunities
who are currently being treated as though they'nehen they
become pregnant and who are required to come tee¥brise.
Giving birth is natural; it's not an illness.

Could the minister update us on the consultatiacess
that started in 2007 and was formalized by a aal @ process
in March 2012 — roughly two and a half years ago?

Hon. Mr. Graham:
of that consultation.

As | said, that’'s one of the things on our platet bha-
ven't paid a huge amount of attention, so I'll abke depart-
ment if there were any results and if so, if we release them.

Ms. Hanson:
tion with respect to the strategic plan that thekdfuHospital
Corporation reviewed at their board meeting anckspabout at
the annual general meeting several weeks ago —aanithe
minister acknowledged, he has received a copy. dhieé Offi-
cial Opposition has requested a copy of it. To detb/e been
denied that. I'm wondering if this is intended te taptured in
the broadening of the scope of ATIPP where bodies the
Hospital Corporation — these kinds of studies witit be
available. It strikes me that one of the challerges one of the
largest criticisms of this government with respecthe deci-
sions to change the mandate of the Hospital Cotiporavith
respect to their taking over the Dawson City h@dpitas in
fact that the hospital care review and the follgwio it —

I'd like to turn to one of the areas that is onetaf biggest
cost-drivers for health care anywhere in Canadifdssure in
the Yukon: drugs. It is the cost of pharmaceutichils no se-
cret that there have been issues in the territatly mrespect to
how we’re managing our costs and containing thesco$
pharmaceuticals in this territory. | believe that original pur-
chasing agreement with respect to pharmaceuticss fack
to 1995. | think that there was supposedly a revoewupposed
to have been a review in late 1997. Then | undedsthat there
was an internal audit in 2008 where there was ametenda-
tion — | think | just found it, recommendation 3 ef the in-

I have no idea what the result was ternal audit of the pharmacare program to negotiatew phar-

macy agreement.

This is material because Yukon’s costs are — itisdho
understand why the Yukon government is paying more
drugs than other jurisdictions. It would seem gjethat we

In the minister's response to the ques-would want to maintain something that really doésadvan-

tage the public purse.

The 2011 follow-up audit, as | said, indicated ttet gov-
ernment still hadn’t acted on it. It's 2012 andeshquarters, so
where are we? Where is the Government of Yukomims of
renegotiating a new pharmacy agreement? We're alking
about these big mega national projects. I'm noti$ong at this
stage in terms of what might be happening at thiema level,
but for the acquisition and purchase of drugs irittey for use
within the territory. So not the big ones that wveelooking for-
ward to, hopefully through the Premier’'s participatat the
national tables on health care, but the ones tlataewntrol in
terms of what we negotiate — the Minister of Healtid So-
cial Services does — on behalf of Yukoners. Wheesvee at

Taking the Pulse —and listening to what was said, the Gov-with that and when will we see a new form of pusihg

ernment of Yukon and Yukon Party government madera-
mitment that it would come back to the Legislatiesembly
to debate those recommendations before it madeidesito
change the mandate of the Hospital Corporatiordidt that
without consultation.

Will there be an opportunity for both the LegislatiAs-
sembly and the public to view the recommendatidrnhe ap-
pointed board, as well as the consultant compagfgré deci-
sions are taken that will have long-term finandémaplications
for this territory?

Hon. Mr. Graham:
when she said strategic plan, because the placeived is not
a strategic plan. It's a plan for a possibilityamnstruction go-
ing on into the future. | don’t know anything aban ATIPP
request. | have absolutely no idea what's goingnothat area
at all. | just know that 90 days after | receivgititwill be re-
leased to the general public. | haven't asked tispital if they
can make it available any sooner, that's for sBr.it will be
available to the general public.

Ms. Hanson:
submit that ATIPP request and we were given thad®@thing
that you won't see it before the 90 days or thé tasment —
not from the minister’'s office but from the Hospitorpora-
tion.

| will be looking forward to seeing it.

agreement in Yukon?

Hon. Mr. Graham: You're correct in one sense that
on a national level we as a territory are collabogawith other
provinces, with the exception of Quebec, in drugchase
plans. So | think that will make some drugs, esgbcithe
more expensive ones, more available and less exgettsthe
territory as a whole.

As for renegotiating the agreement in Yukon, | mh
local pharmacists about four or five months ago erhpps as
long as six months ago — and they indicated at tihad that

| guess | got a little confused was one of the things they would like to see hagsewell.

Since then, we haven’'t made a huge amount of psegre
We've done a little bit of preliminary work, butats where
it’s at. It's something we know that we should decause there
are some problems from both sides — from the pheists&a
side and from the government side. So it's somgthie will
be doing in the very near future.

Ms. Hanson: | would ask the minister if he could give
us a timeline. It's my understanding — and he camect this

| thank the minister for that. We did — that pharmaceuticals account for about 10 peroérthe

Yukon health care department’s annual costs artdthleacost
for those pharmaceuticals increases at about 1&peannu-
ally. For the record, | would be interested to knifvthat is
correct. If it is correct, no other cost indices nave escalates
quite that high. We certainly aren’t prepared to p2 percent
more a year into child care or education or whateVhat's a
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foregone source of money that could be used foerathpor-
tant initiatives of this government. So | wouldtjlike to have
confirmed from the Minister of Health and Socian8ees —
not the Minister of Finance, in his other role —awkhe actual
annual escalators are because he would be resfmorisib
knowing what the budget is that we spend on dragb gear.

Hon. Mr. Graham:
our total budget — I'm not sure where the member that
number, but it's not something we have calculategwhere in
that budget because there are a number of diffecent-
drivers. The department has a certain amount df dosdrugs,
but so does the hospital, and the cost of thosgsdenentually
get back to us as well.

I can think of one drug, in particular — we had exgon
move to the territory, and it added $250,000 a yeaur drug
costs. So they are very difficult to budget fordDBjou have
something you wished to add to that, Minister ofdfice?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: Certainly, you can look for trends
on drugs, like on everything else, but | think #Maister of
Health and Social Services answered the questiite que-
guately, in that you cannot predict year to yearespecially
with a small population — what the total drug exgiture will
be, because it does depend on the nature of thécatieds
being used.

With a small client base and a small populatiorebasr-
tainly you can have that one person who can makiengact
on the total drug budget based on the required ndett are
necessary to provide the services for that patlerg.a projec-
tion that is done. It's incorporated into a lardeerdget that is
there, but certainly there is nobody who can sirand fore-
cast with great certainty exactly what the budggt be year
on year.

Ms. Hanson: In fact, | wasn't asking for a forecast, |
was talking about historically. So, historicalljettrends that
our analyses had are that spending has incredsgml want to
separate catastrophic drugs, do so, but spendingirogs,
pharmaceuticals, has increased 12 percent annighgt I'm
asking is for the minister to either confirm thatgive us an
undertaking that he will provide to the House thfoimation
with respect to the expenditures for pharmacetical this
territory, because it does relate. If you don’t knbow much
we are spending on pharmaceuticals, how would wer émo
negotiations to renegotiate the pharmacy agreemiptily,
you don’t go in to buy a new car unless you havaesiddeas
about what the options are.

You have to have some baseline data. I'm simplynask
do we have the baseline data and then, presumatgthht’'s
how we manage our budgets, we have the baseliagaielp
us budget it. Then when we want to enter negotiatie- be-
cause I've heard that there’s some movement ane slisous-
sion beginning around renegotiating a pharmacyeageat that
is out of date and that people have said repeatkdtythe costs
of pharmaceuticals are one of the three key casedr in
health care in Canada. That’s undisputed. I'm sjnagking for
confirmation that if the data’s not here — we’re nareason-
able. We just want to know that we can have actedisat so
that we, too, can reflect as we think forward inme of the

sustainability of our health care system; that Wehave the
same fact base. | don’t operate in conjecture. ritvia know
the information and so I'm simply asking for thdammation.
Thank you.

Hon. Mr. Graham: | said that number isn’t available
somewhere in the budget that we can go look ugadh we

| can say that as a percentage ofcan determine what the number is — there’'s no daibloit

that. We can also probably give you a projectioerahe last
five years to see where it has gone. | just sindply’'t have that
data available.

Ms. Hanson: Thank you. I'll take that as an undertak-
ing so that we'll get the last five years’ expendis on drugs.
That would be very helpful.

There has been some discussion. Again, | understeatd
we have a new Minister of Health and Social Servieerela-
tively new. He's probably feeling that he’s ageldtan the last
year. He can’t be selective nor can his colleagqamess the
way. The fact of the matter is, as | hear on aydadsis, the
Yukon Party has been in power for 10 years. So whask
these questions, I'm not simply targeting or fongsbn him as
an individual. I'm focusing on the government atglrespon-
sibilities and duties to the citizens of the Yukon.

When we can and where we find the opportunity wien
see initiatives, like | said at those outset todalyere the min-
ister takes action, that's great. But as a govemteey still
have many outstanding commitments made to Yukadredis.
So the whole area of ensuring that the systeménapéace to
deliver the range of health care is so importamt part of the
issue around pharmaceuticals is not just the cotheodrugs
but actually the regulatory and the systems bettiat | have a
fair amount of information in terms of our researhalking
with folks, but the legislative framework for thet also in-
credibly out of date.

We have had expressions of concern from pharméuwésts
cause of the dated legislative framework that plaaists are
not able to work to their full scope of practicethat there are
issues that really strike at the fundamental healtt safety
issues. I'm looking to hear from the governmentcaghen we
will see a fundamental and essential review of rdgulatory
legislative framework for pharmacists and the pcactof
pharmacy in this territory.

Hon. Mr. Graham: I'm really glad to see that the
member opposite isn't making it personal, becawssybody
on this side of the House knows what a sensitidévidual |
am, and you’ll hurt my feelings. Just ask any hgcikayers |
referee about how sensitive | am — they'll tell you

I can’t give a timeline at the present time becdusenot
sure. Ask me again in a couple of weeks, and kthihhave a
much better idea. Even from talking to former phacists |
know, there are difficulties within the current agment that
should be addressed.

Having spoken to members of the pharmaceutical ggrou
here in the City of Whitehorse, there are issuas tiey point
out that would make it less expensive for the gorent to
continue purchasing drugs. It's something that'soon radar,
that's for sure, and it's something we have to edsr | just
don’t have those answers yet.
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Ms. Hanson:
scope of just the money that we're spending on rmphaeuti-
cals, but it's the whole thing about — just as wavén gone
through kind of a long time to get to nurse pramtiérs and
legislation there, there is a fundamental need vtherlegisla-
tion with respect to pharmacists — the people wbhle dut our
drugs — licensed drug dealers. Their legislativeebas I'm
told, dates back to the 1970s. There are so mategpiof that
legislation that because of its dated nature —téohnology
that didn’t exist; the inability in terms of hampeg their abil-
ity to work — a modern or newly trained pharmaadsming
from another jurisdiction to this territory may d#e to leave
because they're not able to practise, or may belithat the
legislation hampers them in such a fundamental wWeat
they're not really doing their job properly. Thenomitment |
was looking for there — or the timeline — if themisiter can
confirm that in a few weeks he will have a betthrd when he
might have a sense of when — or with his mandatee be
looking at these various pieces of legislation. tTivauld be
wonderful, and | would undertake to come back askl lim
that question in a couple of weeks — before Chigstm

Hon. Mr. Graham: Again, you know, | will have a
better idea of where we are in a couple of weeks,| lon’t
know what else | can tell you other than that. \Welaoking at
it.

Ms. Stick:
care, one of them being: Can the minister tell hatihas hap-
pened with the Abbeyfield project, and is there stihimg that
we should know further about that?

Hon. Mr. Graham: I know from a peripheral point of
view exactly what is going on, but | will ask thanister re-
sponsible for the Housing Corporation to replywik be more
than happy to give those answers.

Ms. Stick: My apologies, | did make a mistake there
was looking at a different piece of paper.

More on continuing care: there were renovatiorgidisee
that there is a project for a wireless nursing sgitem at the
Copper Ridge facility. It seems like a lot of monbut a lot of
these projects seem like a lot of money to me. dliemlso a
line item there for renovations at Copper Ridgeid have a
call from two different families with elderly paresnat Copper
Ridge, who were quite taken aback by a renamingegtrthat’s
going on a Copper Ridge that their elderly paremse not
coping well with. 1 understand the point of it, whiwas to take
names like Unit A or Unit B and on through the apat and
personalize it, making it more homey. What was leapm,
however, was it was becoming more confusing for ynsen-
iors. It's understandable why, when we see nankesArnica
Alley and Crocus Cove and, my favourite, Everlagfiteadow
— it was confusing. These were seniors who mighelsome
memory problems or beginnings of dementia.

| was told that this was the residents and fanolyrcil —
that is a group that is handpicked — and this petsied to
take her concerns to staff and did not feel she gien a fair
hearing on it. | was very concerned about whatcthet of this
was going to be for all new signage from the frdoor to the
back door, including hallways, sitting areas, frdesks, board-

My last point is just to move beyond the rooms. | mean, Wolf's Den, Raven’s Nest, FiresidailT—

there was so much learning that had to happenhfset indi-
viduals. They also thought it was disrespectfutah just say
what they said. | just wondered if the minister Idospeak to
this and how much this is costing in terms of jreshaming
everything in the facility?

Hon. Mr. Graham: This is something that the resi-
dents themselves wanted. They voted on it and dgi@eo
ahead with it. There are always going to be diffiea with
anything new that is implemented in a facility sashthat. It's
unfortunate that this person or persons you'veetilio felt this
way because it's not what was intended.

The staff is taking a look at it at the presentetiemd they
are working with residents there. We will evalutite process,
but it's one of those difficult things. If the rdeints want it, the
majority of them vote in favour of it, then if weod't do it,
we’re accused of not listening to what people wiot know
you’re damned if you do and you're damned if youwn'tdt is
going on. The cost has been very small. It'll behimi the
budget of the Copper Ridge Place. I'll ask thefstafdo an
evaluation and to be perhaps a little easier orialks who are
feeling confusion and left out.

Ms. Stick: | do think it needs evaluating. One of the
suggestions that one of the families made wastkest would
rather have seen more comfortable furniture inlitte sitting

A couple of quick questions on continuing areas where it's comfortable for families to moug of the

person’s room.

| have another area that | wanted to talk abowias look-
ing through the Public Accounts report and notieeprogram
that did not receive funding under the last budget Rick
Hansen Foundation.

Rick Hansen was here; he was in this building; vet tiis
past spring. There was a commitment made by thisrgment

. Ito carry on and to fund this for five years. Thads did not get

expended in the last fiscal year. I'd like to knavihy that
$20,000 was not allocated to that group, becausat whis
group does is really important. It's about imprayimobility,

and individuals in the community can apply all bgmselves.
It doesn’t have to be through a group or an orgditn. They
can apply for a scooter or an electric wheelchHirey could
apply for a ramp for their home or for their busiselt’'s about
accessibility and making this community a bettexcpl for in-
dividuals with mobility problems. | would like tonkw why

that $20,000 was not allocated last year, and hass20,000
that was supposed to come this year gone to thadfdion in
Whitehorse or, in fact, are people waiting for sdkimel of de-
cision to be made on their applications?

Hon. Mr. Graham: One of the things that govern-
ment must do is have documentation before any eiper
can be made.

We did an agreement with the Rick Hansen Foundation
Since then, it has gone back and forth. Most régente
thought it was done and the foundation came baadkstavith
some more changes that they would like to see us\gore
doing those changes now and as | understand itmtheey
should flow — we’ve been prepared to flow the mofaya



1464

HANSARD

November 8, 2012

long time if the agreement was in place to givéegsl author-
ity to do so.

Ms. Stick:
is the expectation for that? Will that $20,000 frtast year also
come forward then into this year so that this grisulpoking at
$40,000 and can start processing the applicationgpéople
who are waiting?

Hon. Mr. Graham: Madam Chair, it's a five-year
agreement so we’'re committed for the full five yeafFhere-
fore, the money will be paid for any years that drét/ been
paid for up until now.

Ms. Stick: The Member for Klondike spoke briefly to
child care and early childhood education.

There has just been so much information out regemitl |
have people who are very passionate about thisercommu-
nities and in Whitehorse. It was concerning to seemuch
money being taken out of the childcare servicesgemasubsi-
dies and that of type of thing.

Hon. Mr. Graham: The reason | turned around to
speak with the Minister of Education is because towr de-

I'm wondering about a timeline and what partments are collaborating right now on a projécivas par-

tially brought about by conversations with a ladomrepre-
sents the volunteer childcare association you wpeaking of.
What we will be doing over the next six or eight nties is
working to put some kind of an initiative togethbat would
include Learning Together, a pre-kindergarten pogr— an
early learning project for children before theytgdkindergar-
ten.

That's what we’re both working on right now. Theasen
we’re both doing it is because Education is, tecdlhy, only in
charge of students from kindergarten on and theaReyent of
Health and Social Services has the responsibifityaukinder-
garten. We think that it's a joint responsibilitygdawe should
be working together to promote this and put togetnero-
posal.

Ms. Stick: It's good to hear that this collaboration is

We recently heard about the early development indexgoing on. For most kids in daycare, it doesn’t ah#lindergar-

which is a measurement of children around the Yulamd
about their vulnerability when they reach schobl've learned
anything in the last year, it's about what we poitftont for our
children — not just in daycare, not just in schdmlt supports
for families and support for communities. We've rsemme
programs — the Member for Klondike spoke of the dH&sart
program there — but our index for the Yukon is noe to be
proud of. It's a concern; it’s worrying.

The minister spoke about having received a proparsdla
letter and this week rural early childhood educataere in
town and were meeting with — not the Yukon Childr&€a
Board, but the Yukon Childcare Association, whishai sepa-
rate group which receives no funding. They aredhes that
helped organize the demonstration.

They have put a proposal in, they have sent lettethe
minister and deputy minister, and have not hadspaese and
have not been able to meet and are wondering yfdhe being
confused with the Child Care Board. If not that #rey being
ignored? They continue to advocate, as voluntéarsur chil-
dren and anything that we can do to support younigren —
in families, in schools, in childcare, and in cormities — to
be healthy and to be ready for school is going tary money
we put in now, we will not have to spend later. Astydy will
tell you that. The more we can put into this umfrehe less we
have to put into youth shelters; the less we mighte to put
into alcohol and addiction treatments; the lesshaee to put
into the justice system; and the less we have toimga our
health care system.

What we put up front is so important. I'd like tedr a
comment from the minister about the Yukon ChildcAsso-
ciation — their requests, their letters and theappsals — and
whether the minister can make a commitment to rmett
them sooner — sooner — rather than later. | meanhave
heard today “This is coming; | know this; We aresypuloing
this; We are busy doing that”. But to me, childteve to be
first and foremost because it is going to take cafreother
things later in life.

ten, it can go on for many years after that. I'e=ib a parent
and | had my children in after-school daycare, semro-

grams and summer camps — all of those things. reajgte

those efforts and again, | can't stress how immpariais that

we put efforts and energies into this. We're tajkabout half a
million dollars we've taken out of that budget fdmildcare. |

just think of some of the proposals that have céomnward and

the efforts that we could be making across thétoeyr not just

in Whitehorse or just in licensed daycares — tlzgeeso many
different ways and that money would just pay offsm many
ways.

The minister mentioned wages — $35 an hour. Welhy
that does happen, but that’'s in daycares where liagg been
subsidized, perhaps, by First Nations, and theglvke to put
that money in. That's not for the majority of liced daycares.

I've spoken to daycare workers who talk about tgkin
money from their own wages, which aren’t that gréathelp
pay for supplies and art supplies. It's not becahseowner is
holding back on money. It's because there’s nouighdo pro-
vide the kind of programming and the kind of earhldhood
education support that these workers are providing.

They're not babysitters. They're educators. Thegesly
childhood educators. They're trying to get theirueation.
They're trying to work full time. Many of them haveeir own
families. They're to be commended. The playingdfied not
level and | think we’re just not giving the recotjoin and con-
sideration that these educators need.

What we really need is well-supported, barrier-frggality
childcare in every community across the Yukon. Wmwk
there are kids in every community and not evergpgis able
to stay home. Most parents aren't, in fact.

The minister has signalled that there is goingadumnding
for the Child Development Centre and that's gréat.a com-
mendable program. It has outreach to the commugnitienot
enough, not enough. It needs — | don’t know. | jwshdered
if the minister would consider again meeting wiistassocia-
tion and looking at some of their proposals andilog at some
of this money that we’re siphoning off into otheograms that
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if we kept in childcare we might not need later tbe same
programs.

Hon. Mr. Graham:
speaking you'd think that the money was not spertabse
parents didn’t apply for daycare subsidies. Thattsgat hap-
pened with that money. What we used that moneywis to
pay for the Skookum Jim Friendship Centre youtHtehéor
the rest of the year, so that's where the vast ritgjof that
money went. It's not like we were just siphoningft to spend
somewhere frivolously. We used it for something thias very
important. As | said, the Minister of Education dnidave al-
ready discussed with our departments — in fact ideitdthis
week — going ahead with this proposal that we atkirtg
about. | am always open to meeting with groupsl\as said
before. I've met with the association at least onemybe
twice, and I'd be only too happy to talk with theagain, but
until we have some actual progress to talk abéatprobably
not that instructive.

Ms. Stick:
should contact you again, because | know they de ls@me
proposals and some amazing programming options thiegt
have offered up not just for Whitehorse, but fortlaé commu-
nities.

One of the questions | would have is that it haankstated
that parents didn’'t apply for these subsidies. Wevk that
these subsidies are for licensed daycare and w& Hoow
how many day homes and unlicensed daycares. | tihiefte
has to be a way to start gathering those statiatidsgathering
that information and asking how many kids are ipcdae.

Even if they're unlicensed, how can we pull therph How
do we get them involved and make sure that they ate re-
ceiving quality care for our kids? How do we en@m& more
licensed daycares? Whether they are non-profibepfofit, it
doesn’t matter. Our population is growing; the nenshin our
schools are going up. | see more and more youridrehiand
strollers around town than | have seen for a lomgt Maybe

it's just because the strollers are bigger, butdlae. There are

more young families. Riverdale is a great examglegaung
families moving in. For many, it’s frustrating tmd a space in
a daycare.

I'm wondering if the minister would commit to findj a
way for his department to get an accurate pictdrevimat is
happening, not just in Whitehorse, but in the comities also,
in terms of childcare and how we can do betteoforkids.

Hon. Mr. Graham:
care division and get back with some answers.

Ms. Stick:
ability to stand up and say, “Yeah, | don't knowt bl get
back to you,” or to come up with answers. It isr@gpated, and
having his staff there to help him is appreciatddel we actu-
ally move along very well.

My next question goes back to the youth sheltémdw

the minister met with staff at Angel's Nest. Thegrey pleased

that he showed up and met with them. | wonder iisHeoking
at pulling them in or having them work collaboratiy with the
Skookum Jim Friendship Centre shelter. Is thereag they
can be working together collaboratively?

To hear the member opposite

I'll let the association know that they

We’'ll check back with the child-

| appreciate the minister's candour and his

Hon. Mr. Graham: I'll take that question under ad-
visement, but seeing the time, | move that we rtepaygress.

Chair: It has been moved by Mr. Graham that the
Chair report progress.

Motion agreed to

Hon. Mr. Cathers:
resume the Chair.

Chair: It has been moved by Mr. Cathers that the
Speaker do now resume the Chair.

Motion agreed to

I move that the Speaker do now

Speaker resumes the Chair

Speaker: | will now call the House to order.
May the House have a report from the Chair of Cottemi
of the Whole?

Chair’s report

Ms. McLeod: Mr. Speaker, Committee of the Whole
has considered Bill No. 7, entitlésiecond Appropriation Act,
2012-13 and directed me to report progress on it.

Speaker:  You have heard the report from the Chair of
Committee of the Whole. Are you agreed?

Some Hon. Members:  Agreed.

Speaker: | declare the report carried.

Hon. Mr. Cathers:
House do now adjourn.

Speaker: It has been moved by the Government House
Leader that the House do now adjourn.

Motion agreed to

Seeing the time, | move that the

Speaker:
Tuesday.

This House stands adjourned until 1:00 p.m.

The House adjourned at 5:30 p.m.
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