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Yukon Legislative Assembly
Whitehorse, Yukon
Tuesday, November 13, 2012 — 1:00 p.m.

Speaker: I will now call the House to order. We will
proceed at this time with prayers.

Prayers

Withdrawal of motions

Speaker: The Chair wishes to inform the House of
changes that have been made to the Order Papefolldveing
motions have been removed from the Order Papetheasc-
tions requested in the motions have been takenhimievor in
part: Motions No. 38, 39, 130 and 167, standinthénname of
the Member for Vuntut Gwitchin; Motion No. 79 andohbn
No. 166, standing in the name of the Member for hitaik
Kopper King; Motion No. 161, standing in the namfetioe
Member for Pelly-Nisutlin.

Also, Motion No. 239, standing in the name of therv
ber for Pelly-Nisutlin, has been removed from thel€ Paper
as it is similar to Motion No. 252, which the Housdopted on
Wednesday, November 7, 2012.

Motion No. 291 was not placed on today’s Notice dtags
the action requested in the motion has been taken.

We will proceed with the Order Paper.

DAILY ROUTINE

Speaker:  Tributes.
Introduction of visitors.

INTRODUCTION OF VISITORS

Speaker: | see Conrad is back to join us again. Con
rad Tiedeman, always nice to see you.

Applause

Speaker: Are there any returns or documents for ta-
bling?

TABLING RETURNS AND DOCUMENTS

Ms. Stick: I have for tabling the Information and Pri-
vacy Commissioner's comments on Bill No. #4&t to Amend
the Access to Information and Protection of Privacy

Speaker:
tabling?

Are there any reports of committees?

Petitions.

PETITIONS
Petition No. 6 — received

Clerk: Mr. Speaker and honourable members of th
Assembly, | have had the honour to review a petjtioeing
Petition No. 6 of the First Session of thé®33egislative As-
sembly, as presented by the Member for Vuntut Gwiton
November 8, 2012.

Petition No. 6 meets the requirements as to fornthef
Standing Orders of the Yukon Legislative Assembly.

Speaker: Accordingly, | declare Petition No. 6 read
and received. Pursuant to Standing Order 67, thecliie
Council Office shall provide a response to a patitivhich has
been read and received within eight sitting dayssopresenta-
tion. The Executive Council Office response to tRati No. 6,
therefore, shall be provided on or before Mondagyémber,
26, 2012.

Are there any other petitions for presentation?

Are there any bills to be introduced?

Are there any notices of motion?

NOTICES OF MOTION

Mr. Silver: | rise to give notice of the following mo-
tions:

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon drel t
Yukon Hospital Corporation to recruit for the pasit of
chemotherapy nurses on a full-time instead of &tpae basis
in order to ensure:

(1) there are no interruptions in service to thblioy

(2) the position is attractive to potential apptitsa who
may not want to relocate to Whitehorse for a piametposition;
and

(3) the government does not end up paying thousahds
dollars in travel costs for patients who have avét Outside
because the service is not available in the Yukon.

I give notice of the following motion for the proction of
papers:

THAT this House do order the return of a reportpared
for the Yukon Hospital Corporation by Stantec Emgiring
that examines options for expanding Whitehorse @tndos-
pital.

Speaker:  Are there any other notices of motion?
Is there a statement by a minister?
This then brings us to Question Period.

QUESTION PERIOD
Question re: Access to Information and Protection
of Privacy Act amendments

Ms. Stick: By closing the door on public access to
government information, the minister said his psale are
supported by the Information and Privacy Commissio©n

Are there any other returns or documents forlNovember 9, the minister said the changes were,| aumte:

“recommended by the Information and Privacy Commis-
sioner”. On November 6, the minister said, and dtqu“We
talked to the Information and Privacy Commissicaleout this.
He had some concerns and issues we addressedinvith.’h

The Information and Privacy Commissioner has a déry
ferent view. The Information and Privacy Commissiowrote,
@nd | quote: “I consider this a substantial amenunte the
ATIPP act that would have better been done thraugbview
of the ATIPP act where all the provisions of thé eamuld be
considered and read together and where consequehncthe
amendment could be better considered.”
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Why has the minister said the proposed change$eo t

ATIPP act are supported by the Information and &ywCom-
missioner when they are not?

Hon. Mr. Istchenko:
the Information and Privacy Commissioner to actbehalf of
the people of the Yukon to ensure that governmedtublic
bodies achieve the balance between transparencyranekc-
tion necessary to ensure good governance. We tedswith
the Information and Privacy Commissioner and shathedt
legislation with him. He provided his perspectiva the
amendments, and we did incorporate several chavagesd on
his feedback. We appreciate his contributions &l#yislative
development process. The proposed amendment isnaergw
and is, in fact, specific and limited, as recommezhdy the
Information and Privacy Commissioner.

Ms. Stick:
opposite heard the complete question, but | wilvenon to the
next. In reality, the minister told this House thdormation
and Privacy Commissioner had supported this whefgat, he
says something different. Let me read another qowde by
the Information and Privacy Commissioner — begiotgu ‘|
oppose provisions in the ATIPP act where the raftaccess is
being removed for ‘classes of records™. He alsatey “This
undermines the spirit of the Act that all governiniefiorma-
tion, regardless of the record in which it is fourglaccessible
except in very specific and limited exceptions.”

Why is this minister pushing hard with this attamk our
democracy that undermines the spirit of the ATIRPad is
opposed by the Information and Privacy Commissiener

Hon. Mr. Istchenko:
the role of the Information and Privacy Commissiotoeact on
behalf of the people of the Yukon to ensure that gvern-
ment and public bodies achieve a balance betwaesgarency
and protection. The proposed amendment is verpwaand is,
in fact, specific and limited, as recommended kg litforma-
tion and Privacy Commissioner. It applies only toefing
notes for Question Period or for new ministers aresv Pre-
mier. It does not apply to any other types of lmigfnotes —
very specific.

Ms. Stick:
made to this act, and it's more than briefing noled are being
targeted here. Writing on the proposals, the Cormsioner, for
sections 15 and 16, called these changes sigrifiCare of the
changes would set us apart from the rest of thatcpu

The Yukon is on track to becoming the only Canadlian
risdiction to shut the door on all information itele to the mak-
ing of government decisions or formulation of gaweent
policy. The Commissioner says this — quote: “... has
precedent.”

The proposed changes are significant. They woulkenia
a national leader in government secrecy and kegpmgublic
in the dark. They are not supported by the Inforomaand Pri-
vacy Commissioner. Will the minister admit he’'s wgo
apologize to the Information and Privacy Commissiofor
misstating his position, apologize to Yukonerstfos attack on
their democratic rights, and withdraw tAecess to Information
and Protection of Privacy—

Thank you. I'm not sure that the member

I'll say again that we do value

There are a number of amendments bein

Speaker:  The member’s time has elapsed.
Hon. Mr. Istchenko: I thank the member opposite for
the question. | said earlier, the proposed amentisewery

Thank you. We value the role of narrow and is in fact specific and limited and iasmrecom-

mended by the Information and Privacy Commissioner.

Cabinet confidentiality is important. Members ofb@eet
need to consider all proposals or ideas that afettened. The
information should be provided freely and those vghovide
the information to Cabinet — largely civil servarts can do
so with the knowledge the information is provided donfi-
dence.

Question re:  First Nations/government relations

Ms. Hanson: It is common knowledge that there is a
softening in world commodity markets. It is alsontoon
knowledge that when this occurs, it is harder ol investment
in the resource sector.

It is also common knowledge that when these eveats
cur, it is not at all helpful to pick fights withirst Nation gov-
ernments. Investors already worried will put theioney else-
where. This government is creating economic unizgyteby
pursuing conflict and driving First Nation governme to the
courts. You do not gain economic certainty and sede re-
sources by undermining aboriginal rights, titled &neaties.

Why is this government committed to a reckless aad
row-minded path to economic uncertainty?

Hon. Mr. Cathers: What | would again point out to
the member is that her rhetoric and the mannerhiclwthe
NDP consistently engages in debate could be seaoimg as
being specifically aimed at reducing investor cdefice for
partisan gain. | would encourage the member oppdsibe a
little more careful in her language. As she oughkihow by
now, the Yukon government has consistently followadd
will consistently follow all of our obligations ued the Um-
brella Final Agreementand individual self-government and
land claims agreements and, in fact, we consistgutlabove
and beyond what we are required to do, which wesltlne in
matters that the NDP have attacked us on.

But again, | would point out that the members hdem-

%nstrated consistently — depending on whether tb€ Nup-

orts the outcome of consultation — they either @ednmore
consultation or demand less consultation.

Ms. Hanson: It is in fact this government that is send-
ing a chill to investors. The Yukon Party governmisnnot so
much open to investment as it is open to creatorglict and
division. One does not get access to resourcesubgozing
through legislation that takes away aboriginal t$ghThe
changes to th®il and Gas Actare highly controversial and
require cooler heads to prevail. The Peel Waterstadning
Commission spent years listening to Yukoners anst Nation
governments; now the Yukon Party government isrgethe
stage for even more legal challenges by strippead protec-
tion from the Peel against the will of the peopta dirst Na-
tion governments. This government’s propensity rigjecting
YESAB recommendations to protect the environmerst itea
sulted, for example, in the recent White River tFikation
challenge to protect the Chisana caribou from ngirictivity.
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Will the Premier explain to this House how a patftan-
frontation and legal challenges helps our econonuy attracts
investment?

Hon. Mr. Cathers: First of all, the member should be
a little more careful in her research and shouldialy try to
reflect the facts when the NDP stands in this Holiseould
remind the member opposite: in the case of the Pkining
Commission, as is consistent with planning comnissi—
with the Fish and Wildlife Management Board, renblgae-
source councils and other examples of bodies ateatder the

Speaker’s ruling
Speaker:
bers.
Minister of Energy, Mines and Resources, pleaséimoa.

Order please. It's a dispute between mem-

Hon. Mr. Cathers: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Again, |
would remind the member that he has been incomsigtehis
approach on issues. On matters pertaining to régnjawe
appreciate the input from YMAB and from anyone wduom-
ments on regulations. We want to have a regulapoogess

Umbrella Final Agreement— recommendations are made to that is clear, understandable and sets an apptelgrihigh

government, and government must then decide whao twith
it. The member should know that by now.

So, again, this government is continuing to do wiat
told the public we would do in the 2011 electiomieh is seek
a final plan for the Peel region that is fair aradadmced. We've
presented potential modifications, and we're seagiiublic
input during one of the longest public consultatip@eriods
Yukon government has ever held on anything — 12@s.da
would remind the member, in the case of the ve¢oNDP put
in place for three First Nations under the Yulkoih and Gas
Act — the change to section 13 would simply make thesr
and the rights the same for all First Nations. Wauld con-
tinue to consult with all First Nations and fullpresider their
input.

Question re:

Mr. Silver:
Energy, Mines and Resources that focus on recomatiend
from the Yukon Minerals Advisory Board. The boaaildsin its
2011 report, “The mining and exploration industontinues to
face a number of challenges.” At the top of thedisconcerns
is “regulatory uncertainty”. The report says, “& imperative
that Yukon government continue to assist compafaesg
cumbersome regulatory processes when expandingodifyn
ing existing operations or facing reassessmentprfgects that
have already been permitted.”

Does the minister agree with the board, namely that
regulatory process overseen by his government mbeut
some? What does he intend to do about it?

Hon. Mr. Cathers: It's really interesting to hear the
Leader of the Liberal Party — or the interim Lead&the Lib-
eral Party — depending on which day he’s standinthis As-
sembly and which way he appears to think the wénblowing
that day, he’s either in favour of development eistopposed
to development.

What | would again point out to the member is wprapi-
ate the input from all, including —

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

Mining regulatory uncertainty

Point of order
Speaker:
der.
Mr. Silver:
ber ever saying | was against development.

Leader of the Third Party, on a point of or-

| have some questions for the Minister of

Searching my mind here, | don't remem-

standard that also protects the interest of Yukitimens, in-
cluding public health and safety and the Yukon emment.

Mr. Silver: The mining industry continues to raise
concerns about the regulatory climate in the Yuland it's a
fact that the minister can’t deny. The ministensnoadvisory
board described the process as “cumbersome”.

Its’ obvious problems in permitting continue. Let®
back to the 2011 advisory board report — quote:rdkeain-
vestment funds continue to express concern regatiirelines
for advancing projects through the environmentaleasment
and regulatory phases of permitting in the Yukdhdlso says,
“Additional work is required with YWB, YESAB and QMto
harmonize their activities... And failure to ensusgulatory
certainty will erode confidence and subsequenthggtiment in
the Yukon’s mining and exploration industry as timeestment
community is highly sensitive to project delays anbder per-
mitting difficulties.”

What is the minister doing to address permit camcer
raised by the industry itself?

Hon. Mr. Cathers: Again, what | would point out to
the member, as the member knows, is that we cantimwork
on these areas, as the member will note if he teeread the
Order Paper. He'll see a government motion — ldwiit’s
No. 215 — that | read in, expressing the governiaerim-
mitment to continuing to work with the Water Boaardd YE-
SAB to improve and to clarify the process, and poiat and
remind the member that in fact the Yukon, sinceoti¢ion in
2003, has taken on significant new responsibilitidsere was
the five-year review of th&ukon Environmental and Socio-
economic Assessment Aahd there continue to be steps taken
by the Yukon government and by others involved)uding
YESAB and the Water Board, to determine where tloegss
can be made to function better.

We certainly agree that there is room to improwe ghoc-
ess and to clarify it and to achieve what we beliskiould be
the goal of the process — to be clear, straightfodyunder-
standable, and also effectively provide for pubhput and
effectively protect the Yukon environment and pedtpublic
health and safety.

Mr. Silver: Since the Water Board rejected a licence
application for the Carmacks copper project in 20h@ustry
has been calling on this government to do a bgteof coor-
dinating the regulatory road map. Another piecehef puzzle
raised by the board is the First Nation participatin the YE-
SAA process.
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There is significant pressure on First Nation gowegnts
regarding their timely participation, and it ofteames down to
resources. First Nations have been requesting diabsupport
from Ottawa to enable their participation in YESA®/iews
and with mixed results. What effort has this goweent made
to ensure that the Government of Canada is supgoYtukon
First Nations so that they can effectively partitgin YESAB
reviews?

Hon. Mr. Cathers: What | would point out to the
Leader of the Liberal Party is that, in fact, goweent has
taken significant steps in working with YESAB anitsE Na-
tions and the Water Board to look at where theoumriele-
ments of the process can work better.

We are committed to continuing to work with all aived
on ensuring that our regulatory process works ak age it
should. | would also remind the Leader of the L#baParty
that, contrary to his assertions, in fact, the Yak@rocess has
been recognized by many within the mining sectobeing
much more understandable and working quicker ance a6
fectively because of that unique single-assesspramess that
was established pursuant to thmbrella Final Agreementhat
being the YESAB process. That, in fact, works lyettan most
jurisdictions in Canada do, and has enabled theokuk be
competitive in attracting investment and also piesi a great
opportunity for public input, comment, trying tosaire that we
have a process that works efficiently and effetyivbut also
does what it must in terms of protecting the envinent and
protecting public health and safety and recognizimgy socio-
economic effects, whether they be positive or negabn oth-
ers and coming up with appropriate decisions.

Question re:  First Nation education

Mr. Tredger: We are nearing the %@nniversary of
the acceptance by Canada of the Yukon First Ndtibogether
Today for Our Children Tomorrowlhis landmark document
became the impetus for decades of land claims atifd s
government negotiations and the final agreemegtsesi in the
best interests of all Yukoners.

Together Today for Our Children Tomorraaid changes
in the system “have not made things better forltitgan stu-
dent.”

It is a shame that the same can still be said totagtay
still only 40 percent of First Nation students grate from high
school. Unacceptable dropout rates and high lesfetsuancy
continue, especially in rural Yukon. How will theilister of
Education assure Yukon citizens that the memorandtion-
derstanding he signed with CYFN last week is net another
in a long line of broken promises?

Hon. Mr. Kent:
did sign off on a tripartite agreement. The Yukavernment
signed as well as members of First Nations. It'sungterstand-
ing Canada has agreed to sign, although they mawgagr not
have done so yet, but we expect that very soon.

That agreement is going to commit the parties &ater
and implement a joint education action plan dedgigtte pro-
duce successful results for First Nation learngsmy under-
standing that the First Nation education committest oper-
ated in the past used to be at a political levelver now taken

that and moved it to a working group level so we came up
with some concrete results and make progress amgdehat
the member opposite mentioned, which is closing glag that
exists on the education side between First Natamnlers and
non-First Nation learners.

Mr. Tredger: In Together Today for Our Children
Tomorrow it says that the First Nation signatories did not
want, quote: “separate schools for Indians, buessithe pre-
sent ones are going to meet our needs, we wilbled to take
another look at separate Indian schools.”

It seems to me that First Nations have been mane fa-
tient waiting for schools to meet their needs. Edecation Act
allows for more involvement of First Nations in ithewn edu-
cation. Time and again, reports, agreements, merdaras of
understanding and studies have called for increéseal in-
volvement.

How will the minister ensure that the announcedoact
plan, yet to be developed, will involve all Firsafibn govern-
ments, citizens and local school communities ineamngful
way?

Hon. Mr. Kent: As | mentioned, we anticipate that
the action plan will be developed at the workingugp level
with representatives of the First Nations at tHecialls level as
well as the department representatives and, okep@anada’s
participation.

Tr'ondék Hwéch'in, for example, has many initiasven-
derway. They are partnering with the DepartmeriEddication
such as the dual credit, the trades program, antt wo the
development of curriculum to deal with the reside@nschool
experience — there are a number of initiatives umdg with
many First Nations: the Vuntut Gwitchin, of courséth their
experiential learning program. We want to ensuia thhen
First Nations learners — and all learners — comeutopublic
school system, that they are engaged with a clurntuhat is
relevant to them and meets their needs as learmtk it's
very important, obviously, to engage the First biagi and peo-
ple, both outside and inside Whitehorse, when iihe® to de-
veloping curriculum and programs that are relevantheir
learning needs.

Question re:  Species at risk legislation
Ms. White: The federal government is on the record

as saying the provinces and territories can loodr anviron-
mental protection, including species at risk. Thimister has
spoken about how we can work with and rely on tloee®n-
ment of Canada to protect species at risk. Howds@wjustice
— a non-profit that focuses legal expertise on mmmental
issues — released a new report that | have foingkdalled

As the member opposite noted, we “Failure to Protect: Grading Canada’s Species sk Raws.”
The Government of Canada received a bare pass — a C

minus — because of underfunding, delays in devatpnd
implementing recovery strategies, identifying cati habitat,
and on-the-ground protections.

With the ongoing cuts in Ottawa and the watering/nl@f
species at risk legislation, how can the minisédirthis House
and the Yukon public that Yukon species at riskvaed pro-
tected?
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Hon. Mr. Dixon: As I've said numerous times in this
House, we're very confident that, in partnershiphwhe fed-
eral government, the Department of Environment bl able
to provide for the protection of species at riskfimkon. We do
that in a number of ways. The federal governmeipsheith
identifying species at risk, and the Yukon governtrovides
input when it comes to the development of managérmplams
and the implementation of management plans forispeat
risk.

To date, we've been very successful in developiragn-m
agement plans for species at risk in Yukon. We hrawaerous
examples of very successful attempts at that.

The NDP continues to go to this issue. I'm not stiteey
can think of a specific case where we haven’'t dogeod job.
If they can, I'd like for them to point it out, but my opinion
the department officials have done a fantastic gobfar and
will continue to do the good work on behalf of Yulers.

Ms. White: Last week the Minister of Environment
stated: “It's the opinion of this government thpesies at risk
in the territory are well protected currently.” Hever, the
Yukon received an F in the report. This is a fgligrade for
protecting species at risk. This contradicts theistér's asser-
tion that all is good.

The Yukon government failed because: (a) it doeédave
species at risk legislation; (b) it lacks the totsprotect spe-
cies at risk; (c) it does not protect habitat; &ddthere are no
tools for recovery strategies.

The minister can entertain his opinion as much as
wishes, but what really matters are the facts ergttound, and
the most important fact is that we are failing. \Wheill this
government step up and deliver on an effective Ywuhkmde
species at risk regime?

Hon. Mr. Dixon: Of course, | know the NDP likes to
point to advocacy groups like the one she has editd al-
ready, which make a number of claims, but | woubthpout
that the Yukon government is a leader in the ptamp®f habi-
tat areas in Canada. We have some remarkable f@dtaccas
when it comes to habitat protection areas in YuRdetlands
in particular, of course, are a focus of this gomeent. We
have a number of territorial parks that accountréarghly just
under three percent of the Yukon, and the totéh@Yukon is
just under 13 percent of protected area. So wendexaellent
job of identifying habitat areas, critical habitateas, for both
Yukon species as well as species that are risk.

So we have done a fantastic job of protecting hakiteas,
as well as developing management plans for spatiesk and
implementing them in conjunction with the federalvern-
ment.

Question re:  Doctor shortage
Ms. Hanson:
Yukon health care system is the family doctor. @lationship
to our family doctor is vitally important for ourehlth and can
provide a continuity of care. Hundreds of Yukonemsre in
jeopardy of losing their internationally trainedrfdy doctor as
a result of a bureaucratic catch-22. This situatiansed a lot
of stress and worry for hundreds of Yukoners, drahkfully

Currently, the point of access for the

the minister intervened in the eleventh hour tortathés crisis,
but we need to move beyond crisis management.

Can the minister tell this House how many inteorai
medical graduates under Yukon Party watch overpst 10
years have been driven from Yukon and how manyeptti
have been orphaned?

Hon. Mr. Graham: First of all as the member oppo-
site put it, the situation has absolutely nothioglo with a bu-
reaucratic mixup; it was simply following the lelgion that
was put in place some years ago. The legislatios faaly
clear: an internationally trained doctor could pisec and live
in the Yukon for a period of five years, during whitime they
must write a set of examinations set out by theaQam Medi-
cal Association. Failing to achieve that goal, thveguld no
longer be able to practise in the territory.

What we did was simply change that legislationvds not
a bureaucratic nightmare or a bureaucratic mixupas sim-
ply following the legislation. As to the second tpaf the an-
swer, | will get that information and bring it toet House.

Ms. Hanson: Again, | have applauded and | do ap-
plaud the minister for navigating this crisis, budidn’t have to
come down to the final hour with doctors and tHaimilies
packing up to leave and hundreds of patients wib@igout the
future of their health care. This crisis is notebplthe problem
for the current minister. This is the legacy ofyEars of Yukon
Party patient neglect. The minister has demonstrhig will-
ingness to provide leadership by intervening irs ttiisis, but

hit's time to move from crisis management to solldng that
ensure all Yukoners have access to a family daotdrthat the
rules for international medical graduates are fair.

Is the minister now prepared to call for an indejet as-
sessment of the management of the licensed linfaedly
practice guidelines that govern international madgraduates
in Yukon with a view to establishing clear, praatiand unbi-
ased guidelines — guidelines, which | might poiuat, avere set
in 2006; they are guidelines, not law.

Hon. Mr. Graham: They're not guidelines, they're
regulations — regulations under the act. The rdamgulas the
thing — it is the part that specified internatidgdrained doc-
tors had a five-year term in which to complete éxamina-
tions. So those were regulations. It wasn’t polityas a regu-
lation.

| understand that part of the reason the regulativeve
been put in place is that the Yukon government aiz® re-
sponsibility to the citizens out there to ensureliqy medical
care for all citizens in the territory. Under tregulation, there
was a period by which internationally trained dostaere un-
der the observation or care of a regular Canad&ned or
Canadian medical practitioner and, during that pla®n
period, it could be determined if the doctor met standards of
the Canadian Medical Association.

So there is a responsibility by this governmenfaorthis
government to ensure we continue to ensure thdityusedi-
cal practitioners are available here to our citzeWwe’'ve un-
dertaken a number of ways to ensure this goes tmeifiuture
— and I've named those throughout the Legislathieterm.
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Ms. Hanson: This government has said they didn’t
need international medical graduates because #rerenough
doctors licensed to practice medicine in the tenyit Yet it's
unclear to most Yukoners how many of these appratéin 73
licensed medical practitioners are providing daylay medical
services to Yukoners, especially those trying hal faccess to a
doctor. How many of these doctors who are licersedfying
in for short stints or just doing one-day contracts

Since 2006, the Yukon government has spent in exoks
$12 million on recruitment and retention of doctarsl it has
recently announced an additional $8 million in speg, yet
there are still Yukoners who cannot access a fahigtor.
Over 10 years of Yukon Party government we have gger-
national medical graduates leave and we've seenecgra-
tients lose specialized nursing care due to lackumitession
planning. In short, we've seen crisis managemertt aot
thoughtful, patient-centred, long-term care.

Who is the minister involving, and what is the gaphan,
to ensure our health care system stops lurching ftdsis to
crisis?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: Quite frankly, 1 don’t even know
where to start with some of the statements fromLteder of
the NDP. This government continues to pour sigaiftanoney
in all aspects of health care. For example, orh#adth human
resource strategy, we have invested over $12 milliovest-
ment into recruitment and retention of physiciainsestment
in students, helping give them more money every f@apay-
ing off loans; a recent announcement of hiring Soody to
work full-time on recruitment. Not only have we irased —
she’s talking about the fact that we are losingai@c

We've had our number of family physicians in thekgn
increasing. In about 2005, | think we had aboufasbily phy-
sicians; now we have over 70 family physicians hé/e have
over 60 bursaries to Yukon students who are ouhgydo
school. Many of these students are in medical dciwod nurs-
ing — other health professions — who will come b#eke.
Mr. Speaker, this government is building healthecacilities
such as in Watson Lake and in Dawson City. Thissgoment
is ensuring that specialists can come up here. fiehpyoviding
medical procedures here that at one time had tpebfrmed
Outside. This government is committed to healtte dar Yuk-
oners and we will continue to do so.

Speaker:
elapsed.

The time for Question Period has now

Notice of government private members’ business

Hon. Mr. Cathers: Pursuant to Standing Order
14.2(7), | would like to identify the items standito be called
in the name of government private members for delmat
Wednesday, November 14. They are Motion No. 2&8)dihg
in the name of the Member for Watson Lake, and dotlo.
257, standing in the name of the Member for Watsae.

Speaker:
Day.

We will now proceed with Orders of the

ORDERS OF THE DAY

Hon. Mr. Cathers: I move that the Speaker do now
leave the Chair and that the House resolve into r@Gittee of
the Whole.

Speaker: It has been moved by the Government House
Leader that the Speaker do now leave the Chairtlaaidthe
House resolve into Committee of the Whole.

Motion agreed to

Speaker leaves the Chair

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE

Chair (Ms. McLeod): Order please. Committee of the
Whole will now come to order. The matter before @@mmit-
tee is Vote 15, Department of Health and SociakiSes, in
Bill No. 7, Second Appropriation Act, 2012-13

Do members wish a brief recess?

All Hon. Members:  Agreed.

Chair: Committee of the Whole will recess for 15
minutes.

Recess

Chair: Order please. Committee of the Whole will

now come to order.

Bill No. 7: Second Appropriation Act, 2012-13 —
continued

Chair: The matter before the Committee is Vote 15,
Department of Health and Social Services, in Bidl. N, Sec-
ond Appropriation Act, 2012-13Ne will now continue with
general debate in Vote 15, Department of Health Sadial
Services.

Department of Health and Social Services —eontinued

Hon. Mr. Graham: I have some follow-up to ques-
tions that were asked last week. The first is aswan to the
question posed by the Member for Riverdale SoutiT lours-
day, November 8, related to identified O&M and talpirans-
fer differences related to the youth shelter. Tlep&@tment of
Health and Social Services initiated a transfe$%if,000 from
the 2012-13 operations and maintenance budget framily
and Children’s Services — which was part of thelddaire
services parent subsidies — to the 2012-13 capiidget to
support the start-up costs of the expanded youétteshthat
will be operated by the Skookum Jim Friendship @ent

While the O&M transfer was for $51,000, the amorest
flected within capital was $31,000. This has ocedmlue to the
manner in which Government of Yukon manages thetalap
maintenance budget and the timing of the trangiéer the
transfer had been initiated — the full $51,000 sfan— it was
determined that sufficient resources were availabitbin the
existing capital maintenance envelope to support phathe
capital work. The total amount to be expended qitakfor
the youth shelter will be, as the budget indica$#d,, 000, with
$31,000 only being transferred from operations amainte-
nance and $20,000 being reallocated from withinkisting
capital maintenance envelope. In other words, $8l\das the
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correct number — $31,000 will come from a transfaend
$20,000 will just be reassigned within the currempital
budget.

The second question was on midwifery consultatien
sults. | believe it was a question posed by thedeeaf the
Official Opposition. The question of whether or notregulate
midwives was the subject of the consultation that wefer-
enced by the Leader of the Official Opposition. S&agesults
need to be considered by this government beforg ¢cha be
released. | haven't seen them yet, nor has theskinof Com-
munity Services, but the minister and | will be eising a
briefing on this issue in the very near future avelshould at
that time be able to be in a position to share width the results
of that consultation, even the next steps we antecoplating,
including when the consultation results will besased.

The third issue was in response to various issaissd by
the Member for Mayo-Tatchun specifically related Relly
Crossing. | am able to provide the following infation to him
at this point.

The first was the nurses rotating — | think youdsan an
abnormally speedy basis — through the communityelly
Crossing. The Department of Health and Social $esvihas
been successful in hiring a permanent nurse ingehao we
expect that will reduce some of the turnover thai fiave wit-
nessed. We are still waiting to hire a permaneobrsé nurse.
In the meantime, we are using the same float ardiany on-
call nurses to provide consistency to the community

The second question was with respect to eldersviege
assistance with arranging transportation — ridesmidical
appointments and so forth. In the first place, camity nurs-
ing has not been apprised of any concerns frony Rxssing
residents with the switch to using NIHB for nontnsd ser-
vice arrangements. That means that the switch M tB non-
insured health benefits and they now make all efdhrange-
ments for things such as transportation, medicpbipments,
rides to medical appointments and all of those sygiethings.
So that's being done by the Government of Canadaat\this
point — “we” meaning the Department of Health amati8l
Services — have not been advised of any difficsiliie that
situation, but if there are difficulties, they sldibe letting the
nurse in charge in Pelly know. Community nursingffsstill
make arrangements for all of the insured servioBsf as they
do for anyone across the territory, and the inssedices are
people not covered by Government of Canada.

There is a follow-up meeting between community mgs
and the NIHB in early December and that new meetiilt
include front-line staff to assess whether thee amy issues
remaining across the territory after using the regstem for
approximately three months and to determine, ifelage prob-
lems, how to correct the problems in any event.

So that answers some of the questions. One oftthern
was with respect to the Yukon Health and Socialvises
Council and when the last meeting was and if theyewstill
active. Yes, I'm pleased to announce they are atilive. The
last meeting was September 21 and 22 here in Wirgeh A
number of issues were considered — everything fifeenwell-
ness strategy to social inclusion and poverty rédun¢o issues

with FASD and the personal health information I&gien. So
those were all addressed.

The council input on developing legislation to it per-

r sonal health information was a very hot topic. Tldso dis-
cussed community health care and uniting servicemmu-
nities and the need for follow-up on social inotusiand pov-
erty reduction and rural hospital issues. So there a number
of things brought forward at that time — recommeiude to
the department are several pages. Once | havereeha go
through them and take a look at all of the recondatans
made by the Health and Social Services Council,ill be
happy to pass that information on as well.

In recent meetings the council was also extensively
volved in the reopening of the Thomson Centre ardappre-
ciate their input there. | do have notificationttba annual re-
port for the Health and Social Services Councdlimost ready
and once that is ready we’ll be happy to tablesiehin the Leg-
islature.

So that's all the updates | have from last week lalosbk
forward to further questions.

Ms. Stick: | thank the minister opposite for his fol-
low-up on those questions we had last week. Thehioty
clarifies a number of things for us. | wanted tovm@n — one
of the areas that we didn't hear a lot about oresssn on the
briefing notes — and | couldn’t really find anythilspecific in
the supplementary estimates — has to do with Altcmal
Drug Services. There is mention that there is J0®,being
put forward for the medically supported detox antatvl
would like to hear from the minister is the break-tor this —
whether it's O&M or capital — and just some moredfic
information on that, please.

Hon. Mr. Graham: As members are aware, the medi-
cally supported detox is part of the continuingogffof this
government to implement some task force recommantdat
from the Beaton and Allen report of some years &jgnifi-
cant progress has been made on implementing socoenre
mendations in this report and both the Ministedusdtice and |
have been involved in them. We are now proceediity &
larger initiative, which is the medically supportddtoxifica-
tion.

An additional $770,000, as the member oppositecatdd,
is allocated to Alcohol and Drug Services to supfiwe transi-
tion of the social detox centre, which is how wivat currently
have is classified, to a medically supported debtaxel and to
develop and implement a First Nation cultural awess pro-
gram. Both of those things are part of the $770,000

Medically supported detox provides improved care an
services to clients in withdrawal from substancesab Nursing
staff assess clients and provide medications tpaupheir
withdrawal under standing orders from a doctor.

Transition to a medically supported detox has teduih a
number of changes, and these include the impletiemtaf
the new staffing model that includes RNs, LPNSs,caia
worker and an administrative assistant. There bellthe pur-
chase of some new equipment, supplies and, of eporedica-
tions that will be used during the detox process.
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There will also be implementation of pharmaceutjwad-
tocols for when and how medications can be adnarest to
clients — these are clients going through acutédvawal —
by nursing staff, and it will also be used to detiele when
clients should be sent to the general hospital. clinecal insti-
tute withdrawal assessment is a common diagnasticused
by both detox and emergency room protocols thatatd re-
quired client care or treatment, including necessamsfer to
the operating room. $629,000 will be for persorcasts, and
the remainder will be for pharmaceutical suppliesdications
and and some new equipment for the detox centilllbe
located in the current Sarah Steele Building uhglnew build-
ing is constructed.

Ms. Stick:
question: | would like to hear from the minister @pdate on
what is happening with the Sarah Steele Building arure
plans, costs, consultations and programming.

Hon. Mr. Graham: Instead of doing a design first
and then fitting programs into the design, we’réndoa func-
tional program study. In other words, we're deterinyg), first
of all, which services and programs will be in thaftilding.
Once that determination is made and consultaticgh WGOs
and the community as well as various departmentsirwi
Health and Social Services has taken place — wethéh be
in a position to determine the actual building laty@self. But
to this point, we're still determining what the fitional pro-
gramming will be in that building. Once that is elebined, we
will begin the design.

Ms. Hanson: In the briefing we talked a little bit
about the $1.6 million in additional funding foretinew agree-
ment with the YMA. Part of that, as | understandswhe reas-
sembling of a family physician working group andigidnal
coverage in ER. That does relate to the whole is§woctors
and doctor availability because, as we've seemrgthas been
this stream of those people without family doctbesng di-
rected to the ER to see a doctor if you don’t hame. In my
question to the minister earlier, | think we maywéarossed
wires, because the point I'm trying to make and gbant that
I'm hoping the minister can clarify is that it's nunderstand-
ing, that, say if today there are 73 physicianenged to prac-
tise medicine in the Yukon, the question of conderthe aver-
age Yukoner — to the average person in this roons-how
many of them actually practise medicine? Normalhyew you
think of practising, you think that you can call apd get an
appointment with a physician — my understandintheg that
licensing program includes people who come to thi&oxi for
two weeks on a locum, it includes somebody who prayide
medicals — for example, once a week for the Workémn-
pensation Health and Safety Board who may be leeits do
something once a year as a special function foth@&ndicens-
ing function.

The picture starts to dissemble. We start to sae ftbm
73 down we find out — and the question is, filltire blanks.
How many physicians are actually operating on atdagay
basis so that the average Yukoner is in part afaly practice,
or a practice that operates half days every dayiverdays a
week, or full days, as opposed to one living intbii@ who

flies up and does locums for two weeks; lives im @kanagan,
flies up and does locums for three weeks. Thosaemul and
we need them, but they don’t provide a continuitgare that
the family physician does.

Could the minister please either provide the breakdof
how many are actually practising medicine in thenmaly
understood phrase of “practising medicine” as opdds those
who are registered to practise medicine in thétoeyr?

Hon. Mr. Graham: I don’t have exact numbers with
me right now, but what you have to realize in the&kdh — and
| heard it a number of times on the radio when tiveye inter-
viewing doctors and young graduates of school waod just
come up here — that the Yukon is not a normal ptagerac-

That was a great segue into my very nextise medicine. We're a very small community. So Jmave

very, very few doctors who spend 100 percent ofrttime

doing family practices. The reason for that is guimple —
we require doctors in the ER 24 hours a day, selas a
week. So there are a nhumber of doctors who williole ser-
vice in the ER, in addition to the service thatythe providing

in their family practice unit. There are a numbéspecialties.
The last time | counted, | think there are thredooir surgeons
resident in Whitehorse at the present time. Scethee a num-
ber of issues.

How many are actually spending 100 percent of ttieie
working as family practice clinicians — I'm not sur— very
few. We know that for a fact. But the other thingiduld like
to talk about too is the dual-track emergency rdbiat was
implemented last year or 2010, | believe. We fouafter ana-
lyzing some of the data that was brought forwamdnfrthat,
that many people were coming to the ER who hadlfadac-
tors.

They admitted they had a family doctor, but thegindi
want to wait for an appointment with the family darcbecause
they were concerned that their symptoms would gayaand,
you know, a week down the road there would be notpo
keeping the appointment. So we found that there quite a
large percentage of people coming to the emergesmy who
actually had family physicians. So that was a bia @roblem
to us as well. If we have the data requestedbtitig it back in
future returns.

Ms. Hanson: | thank the minister for that. | would
hope that perhaps the Bureau of Statistics or thieok’ Medi-
cal Council — since they seem to keep the registeor the
people who pay the bills might know — somebody nkunstw.
| also want to clarify the discussion with respecthe catch-22
with respect to IMGs. I'd like to have the ministdarify for
the record, because it is my understanding thaintieenational
medical graduates, under the guidelines that watebkshed in
February of 2006, were offered a track that witfire years
they had to complete the necessary testing to fgufai the
College of Family Physicians of Canada, and thdaat there
are two tracks that could and should be availablghtysicians
practising in any jurisdiction.

The one track that | just referenced is the trdclt young
doctors — graduating residents — would normallyetakhich
is to assess their capacity and capabilities amadyrgraduated
doctor.
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The other track is the track that many physiciarsiog to
the Yukon find themselves in, where they have pgadtmedi-
cine before; they have experience. When they gtigodrukon
— this is the catch-22 — and this is where I'm seglclarifi-
cation to confirm — they are required to practisefive years
before they can commence a second stream, whiddsigned
for doctors who are practitioners, which is a ceur§ research
that takes up to nine months. So they have to keetalgo into
the sixth year. Now, we had the announcement lastkyw
where the minister has agreed to extend the pamssior these
international medical graduates for a period of tapseven
years and three months, which is useful. Hopeftifig, doctors
who are burdened with a load of thousands of pestiedil find
some support from the medical profession heregisiahem to
find the time because it's a nine-month researolegss, which
is intended for practising doctors, is still goitogrequire some
assistance.

I'm looking for the minister's confirmation thatahis his
understanding. If it's not, then what is the reafwmrthe exten-
sion to seven years and three months?

Hon. Mr. Graham: It had nothing to do with any re-
search or nine-month project. It was simply that doctors we
talked to — and, in fact, we spoke with other intgional
medical graduates who had been in the territoryoundl that if
they were operating a full clinic — a full load phtients —
they simply didn’t have time to do the studying ahd work
that was necessary — in some cases, it was a lgaduarier
— in order to successfully write their CCFP. It hasthing to
do with anything else.

What we have decided to do is work on a programravhe

we can do some work with these doctors if they laaing
difficulties in a specific area — in writing the €€ — and we
have also put into place the assessment, in catijunwith the
Province of Alberta. We have done a number of othargs
that will help these doctors achieve the goal afcsssfully
writing the CCFP within the five-year term. The exs$ion was
to make sure that these doctors had the wherewithatces-
sary, to write the exam in the next two years.

Mr. Tredger: | thank the minister opposite for his
comments on some of my questions. | want to painttioat |
didn't raise the issues in Pelly Crossing to singlé Pelly
Crossing, but merely to state some of the concanus chal-
lenges facing the delivery of care by service ptexs into ru-
ral communities. We’ve been having quite a bit @fcdssion

important that we put our efforts into building sleorelation-
ships, especially in communities where there has laehistory
of people moving in and out. How can we facilitabat? |

know Health and Social Services is grappling withl iknow

Education is grappling with it, and | know the RCN&Pgrap-
pling with it. But again, | wanted to emphasize timportance
of that relationship: the primary caregiver and gatient; the
teacher and the student; the RCMP and the genebdicplt's

critical to the success and the well-being of themunity.

| did have one question for the minister — againterms
of supporting seniors in the communities. Is theelLdf Life
available in all communities or is it only availabin White-
horse, and is there any plan to roll it out to ¥heous commu-
nities? That's something that would help seniord afders
stay in their homes for a longer period of time.re, it seems
that it would be very cost-effective.

Hon. Mr. Graham: It is not currently available in all
communities. I’'m not sure which ones it isn’t agile in, but
I'll get that information and get it back to yousson as | can.

Mr. Tredger: | did want to touch briefly on fetal al-
cohol syndrome, the effects that it has and the itvaultiplies
throughout our community.

There has been a need for supportive housing inyrafin
our communities and for support for people suffgfiom fetal
alcohol syndrome in the communities — what is aldé —
and again, building on the relationship, buildingtbe strength
of the local communities and the desire of locahownities to
work with people in their community to better effecway of
helping them cope.

Hon. Mr. Graham: Madam Chair, maybe | didn’t
understand what the member opposite said or weajukestion
was.

We do all we can to support people with fetal atdayn-
drome, and that's why we've recently undertaken Wk
with the Options for Independence Society here ité¥iorse
and will extend the number of beds in that commusdtting.
We also have a number of group homes or day hoovesed
throughout the city, for sure, dealing with peopkyerely af-
fected and providing supported living for otheffsydu’re ask-
ing how much of it is available in the communitiéssan get
back with that information as well.

Mr. Tredger: I guess what | was looking for is, again,
communities want to support people within their coumnity.
It's cost effective to keep people in the commun@®grtainly

about doctors moving through Whitehorse and howy thethe repercussion of not having care within the comity is

change — my allusion to teachers, to RCMP and &tiheare
providers in Pelly Crossing. Pelly Crossing is notque. It's
prevalent in many of our rural communities andmoeend the
minister for the efforts that he and his departniente taken to
help alleviate some of the transience and thecditfy in caus-
ing people to stay.

Last time | was up, | was talking about the impoce of
building relationships. As a society we can buiig buildings
and buildings that accomplish many things, and'shelt very
well and good and it's part of the delivery of caat research
has shown us the key to delivery of care is thatimiship
that's developed. As a government and a societkijnk it's

magnified. We lose people when they come to Whitetio
they get lost in the system; they tend to get antot of trouble;
they end up in the Justice and corrections systdims.same
things happen with the quality of life in commuedi If people
aren’t cared for or don’t become part of the comityyrit af-
fects everyone’s quality of life within that comnityn

I'm asking the minister if he is entertaining thespibility
of working with communities to develop creative, sto
effective solutions that might go a long way toniging down
some of our other costs that we get for not pawitigntion in
the first place.
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Hon. Mr. Graham:
looking for community solutions. We don’t want tlieogeople
to come to Whitehorse and become guests of theskéinof
Justice; that's the least cost-effective methodatBhone of the
reasons we try to identify and work with people wdre af-
flicted with FASD from a very early age. Part oktbepart-
ment of Health and Social Services’ job is to idfgnthose
people before they even enter the school systethesschool
system can be prepared for those children entepiage 1 or
kindergarten. Early detection is vital, and builflicommunity
resources to care for those folks is one of ouh lpgorities,
yes.

Mr. Tredger:
care. It's not only early detection; it's what happ after the
person in question leaves the school system. Wiggicsts do
they have to become productive adults? What supplarthey
have in terms of living arrangements? What suppdotsheir
caregivers and the entire community have?

| think it's critical that we as a society recogaithat this is
an issue, and it’s an issue not only in Whitehagd in the
communities, but throughout the Yukon. It's an essbat we
need to put some energy and funding into to enthatewe are
looking after each other, people aren’t being ldhind and
that we can all take part in it. | thank the mieistor that, and |
would encourage him to continue to work in thatare

| wanted to take a couple of minutes to talk alemdther
area that | think is critical to our society ane thirection we're
going, and that’s early childhood care. The impwtaof early
childhood intervention — and the minister mentioriedn
terms of fetal alcohol syndrome — but it's in terofsall our
students — is critical. A recent study done atDlepartment of
Education identified that 38 percent of our studeare at risk
when they enter kindergarten. That's an incrediblenber —
that's four in 10.

As a principal, | know when somebody enters schusol
hind, that gap only widens. | also know that thegler we wait
to address it, the more expensive it becomes. Iftag work-
ing with people in prenatal care and make a diffeeethere, it
costs X amount of dollars. If we wait until theyt ge school, it
costs X times seven. If we wait until they're irheol, it con-
tinues to increase. | call it, “A dollar spent tgdaill pay big
dividends down the line.”

Fiscally it adds up, and it becomes extremely aaitiOne
might look at it in terms of compound interestwi talk about
compound interest — we invest a dollar today, ttierest rate
continues to grow. If we invest a dollar in earhildhood, that
pays dividends throughout the life of that persibrwe don’t
invest early, we end up with what | call “compouhebt”, and
it costs more and more and more to society in terhigst op-
portunity for the individual, in terms of lost pradivity for
society and the cost of working with that personttmes to
increase. So we have a choice — we can invest eadywvatch
those investments compound or we can avoid it aatdwthe
debt mount.

Too often as a society we've avoided it in ordeséve a
penny today and it ends up costing us a lot of malwavn the
road. And that’s only the fiscal cost. I've seerstfihand the

Yes, there is no doubt; we are stress on parents whose kids are struggling inadchow they

wonder how they can get their child to read, whesirt want
to read.

How can they help them with their homework? When do
they give up and say, “Oh, too bad.” That 38 peradrchil-
dren who enter the school system looks an awfuliket the
40-percent attendance problem we have in schooher60-
percent dropout rate we have; they're related. Sihess on the
system — I've had teachers in tears when they li@we and
five and six kids who are struggling, who are nmgpared to
learn, who are not ready, and teachers who areingeaut.
The cost to the system? The people accessing hemi¢hand

Again, | would stress the continuum of stress leave in our education system is growingasinically.

Again, we can invest now or we can pay later.

| think the greatest concern for me there is oat Gppor-
tunity — the fact that we’re losing children whoijthvsome
intervention, could be productive, could be leagnioould be
working. I'd like to read to you from a magazindled Part-
ners for Children It talks about early childhood and models of
early childhood services and what works internatilgn

Early childhood services start before birth foriomm
child well-being. Offering access to universal $eg in the
area of basic needs — for example health, educatioaial
services— and unifying the early childhood develepimand
care services are a must to providing a good &tarall chil-
dren. The most successful early childhood senapgear to be
those that offer quality access, have a holistipraqch, are
child-centred, cultivate both cognitive and non-uitige skills
and engage families in everyday learning.

Preventing is better than fixing — investing inlgarears
pays off. Implementing a public health initiativieaapopulation
level helps: strengthen parenting skills and empaoparents;
improve children’s life outcomes; build healthy acommities
and reduce social inequities. Program delivery khdoe
guided by the principles of equity, inclusion, dtyalcapacity
building and partnership.

Government’s role should be to provide supportesting
in early childhood development is strategic andciedufor a
country, but it takes political will, leadershipgramitment and
integrated planning to influence policy changes.that, Mr.
Minister, | would add the importance and criticapact of in-
volving the local community.

Too often, what we're seeing now is a drop-in, pass
through — here’s a solution dropped off. What isded is
training and support in the community and of andcbgnmu-
nity members. Again, as | mentioned earlier, tHati@nship is
what is critical.

The early development index reveals that Yukondecéit
are vulnerable. Over a third of them are not refatyschool
when they arrive there on the first day. EDI resalte serious
across the Yukon. There is no rural/urban splitweleer, there
is a disparity between rural and urban daycareschildcare
centres with respect to funding, staff trainingcilifes and
community supports.

Early childhood development needs to be applietegsys
wide through core funding, not through piecemeladrslived
projects or application-based grants and subsidiébat |
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found when | visited daycare centres throughoutthkon is
that the directors are spending an inordinate amofitime
filing out materials in order to get programming #s a
piecemeal method of going about it.

What I'm asking the minister: Will he assure thegista-
ture that he is looking for a solution that is systwide, that
involves core funding, and doesn't involve pieceinshort-
lived projects or application-based grants, bubines univer-
sal funding for all rural early childhood programs?

Chair’s statement
Chair:
comments through the Chair.

Hon. Mr. Graham: I'll first of all go back to finish
my answer on funding for FASD and related diffiegt In the
first place, we fund at the present time — “we”,aning Gov-
ernment of Yukon — roughly $460,000 a year for eath,
prevention, education services focused on high-aisé mar-
ginalized individuals, and for diagnostic and assent ser-
vices through the Fetal Alcohol Syndrome Societykdfy or
FASSY.

We are in the process of reviewing the deliveryttafse
programs and will make recommendations to deterrififig-
ture funding arrangements and coordination of sesvis ap-
propriate and make changes, as necessary. Weladdchbus-
ing for individuals with FASD through the Optionerfinde-
pendence, as | told the members opposite, for $266a year.
Another $3 million-plus was awarded to Options lfmlepend-
ence so they would be able to complete the 14 newsihg
units.

The services for persons with disabilities alsovjate a
range of financial, residential day programming gedsonal
supports for adults with disabilities, includingoie persons
with FASD.

So there are a number of programs in departmehgr ot

than specifically FAS. We also fund the Challengentunity
Vocational Alternatives, which provides employmsnpports
for people with disabilities, and that also incladelks with

FASD. We fund, as you probably are aware, Teeg@tha’

Zheh, to provide day programming, residential howes sup-
ports to adults, again, with disabilities and thetiudes folks
with FASD. So there are a number of programs othan
strictly the funding we give to FASSY each year.

As for the question with respect to daycare, somthe
guestions will be answered by the Minister of Ediacaduring
debate on his budget. At the present time, the Deweat of
Health and Social Services really works very clpseith the
Department of Education to identify children forlganterven-
tion. We use a number of different strategies, atalso use
the Child Development Centre for a great numbehefthings
that we do.

The Department of Health and Social Services fuhéds
Child Development Centre each year to coordinaagribstics
teams for preschool and school-aged children. Tiagndstic
team for preschool children draws on therapistsftbe Child
Development Centre, and the school-aged team espheya-
pists from Education. The two teams work closelgetber,

and they have the capacity to diagnose a numbehitdfren
each year.

The department also funds the Child Developmentr€en
to provide early supports, including therapeutid assessment
services for preschool children, and they includiet af family
support in that area as well. Family supports fatdcen with
disabilities program also provides a wide rangewgport for
children with disabilities — everything from FASD physical
and mental or cognitive challenges. The Child Depeient
Centre participates in staff training on a numbgdifferent
areas, including training on FASD that may be paed both

| would remind the member to address hisby FASSY and through Yukon College.

| don’t want to answer any questions that deal witlca-
tion because the department’s budget, I'm surd,bgilcoming
up, and you will have the exact same questiongh®minister
there. So when we talk about daycare and daycadirfg —
we have been through this on a number of occasimésaid,
the department pays funding on two different levelsday-
cares. One is the direct operating grant that gméise various
daycare centres around the territory, and the ath#re wage
subsidy.

The wage subsidy provides up to, | believe, $9 aur ffior
staff in the communities. As for the question ofetiter or not
we’re looking at universal funding for daycares +s not on
my radar, so | guess the answer to that is no,ean@dt looking
at universal funding for all daycares in the temjtat this time.

Mr. Tredger: The Child Development Centre’s man-
date — and they do an excellent job at what they lid
they're Whitehorse-based. Their mandate is to wuitk spe-
cial needs —

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

Chair: Order please. Mr. Tredger has the floor.

Mr. Tredger: Well, their mandate is to work with
special needs students, and they do have outreaotstthat go
out into the communities, and they do hire peopléhe com-
munities. But early childhood is much more than kirng with
special needs students. If the Child Developmenttr€ks
mandate is to be expanded, | would suggest tha¢ the more
funding for them so that they are able to incorforaore work
in the daycares and more time in the communities.

Early childhood education is a specialty. It's diffint from
“education”. It starts prenatally and it includeamily and
community environments. My questions were not déeécat
the Department of Education. | was alluding to fhet that
when people enter kindergarten, 38 percent of taeralready
at risk. It's prior to entering kindergarten th&nlconcerned
about here.

| think there are a number of areas. One of thewoie
funding to rural communities and the other is akgagerwork.
Directors in the daycares talk about the high lefglaperwork
required to address quarterly grants; applicatimnsunding;
subsidies for everything from building maintenatagrogram
supplies; there are reports on attendance; safating habits;
and the list goes on.

The concern | have is that the directors, who atelly in
the communities — the most trained persons — aeadipg
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more time doing paperwork and less time actuallyking
with the staff and with the students.

The other aspect of the funding is that many ofdaycare
workers are not paid a consistent wage. They argyng
about the next grant. We attempt to attract peepléy in their
careers who are moving on to something else, becalithe
low wages in many areas. Anything that we can dgetopeo-
ple into the career, give them the respect anditgighat they
deserve so that they can provide quality care toobildren
will pay off much down the line.

Hon. Mr. Graham: The first thing | have to do is cor-
rect the member opposite whose contention is tmatGhild
Development Centre is a Whitehorse-only organipatik's
not. They travel to most of the communities ongutar basis,
and they don't only deal with children with disétidls. They
deal with assessments of children. Anyone can naakep-
pointment and go and see the Child Development r€ent
Sometimes they're extremely busy, but staff theile pwovide
assessments if children are accepted. It's a wduldgystem.
We are providing additional funding in next yeabsdget for
them so they can continue to provide those wontseftvices.

The member opposite talks about funding rural deych
guess | wonder where that leaves daycare everywdisecas
well, because if we're going to provide servicesdoe part of
the Yukon, we make sure we do it for every parthef Yukon
equally; we don't specifically say that social deeg dollars
are available only to one specific group in theitery. We
currently provide funding in two main areas — inedt operat-
ing grants and in wage subsidies. That’s providedevery
community in the territory, and | can just heamaPublic Ac-
counts Committee meeting if we didn't collect thats that
we’re collecting or if we didn’t require the backirformation
that we currently require, the grief that | woulkteive from
the same members asking, “Well, why aren’t you ddis?”
or, “How do you justify spending this amount of negf2” So,
we’re trying to collect the information to provide members,
and we're trying to make sure that every daycasedhahance
to operate on a break-even basis at least.

I would also like to point out that, together witie Ren-
dezvous Rotary Club of Whitehorse, the Yukon gomnemnt
has entered into a partnership there. | think theidter of Fi-
nance, in his role as Government Leader, made aniioment
during the last election that we would match angtgbutions
received from the community for up to $50,000 aryeathe
Rendezvous Rotary Club of Whitehorse to fund thekoru
Imagination Library, which is committed to recogng the
invaluable contributions of reading to preschoat-afpildren.
The Imagination Library has, as their objectiventake sure
that every child born in the territory has, fronethery first
opportunity — | think it's age one year — to reaeione book
a month for every month until they reach school. dge also
happy to tell the members opposite — | can’'t rementhe
exact number now — but | think it was over two dsirof the
children born in rural communities in the Yukon —e axow
recipients of the book-a-month from Rotary Clubg amly, |
think, about 36 percent of children born in theyGif White-
horse.

The Rotary Club emphasized the rural connectia, fand
we’re very happy as a government to support thaheoction to
the tune of $250,000 a year. The Rotary Club befev we
just talked to them last week, as a matter of facthat they
will reach 100 percent of new children born in tieeritory
within the next year or so. | think that’'s a retéps forward.
They had some statistics as well about how thisitmgscted
families in rural communities, and it was very gotmd see.
When they get us some kind of a report on theiratpns, I'll
be sure to table it here in the Legislature.

So we are working on preschool-aged children —tifien
ing difficulties and pre-screening — making surattiwe’re
ready for them when they enter the school systerd,vee're
spending a lot of money in this area. If, as evidnagoes for-
ward, we find a solution or additional solutionghgs problem,
we’'ll implement them as well. Thank you.

Chair: Is there any further general debate? We are go-
ing to proceed into a line-by-line examination aft¥ 15, start-
ing on page 9-4, operation and maintenance.

On Operation and Maintenance Expenditures

On Corporate Services

Corporate Services in the amount of $114,000 agreed

On Family and Children’s Services

Ms. Hanson: I'd just like to get confirmation, if |
could, from the minister that with respect to tlaeechildhood
prevention prevention services, which has a deergasubsidy
grants, that there is an assessment underway amndhidt as-
sessment will be made available to the Legislaiggembly,
or the members who are not sitting, to ascertaénabk of up-
take with respect to these subsidies.

My understanding is that this has been reprofiledalise
there has been a lower than anticipated prograrakeptand
my understanding from the briefing with officials that an
assessment was underway and that it would be coedple
within the next few months, as my notes are sceiththlere. I'm
looking to get an undertaking that the assessmentidvbe
provided to the Members of the Legislative Assembly

Hon. Mr. Graham: Yes, that was our undertaking,
and we will be providing that assessment.

Chair: Is there any further general debate on Family
and Children’s Services?

Family and Children’'s Services in the amount of
$125,000 agreed to

On Social Services

Social Services in the amount of $769,000 agreed to

On Continuing Care

Ms. Hanson: In the discussion prior to this, | just
wanted to confirm that the amount of $125,000, Wh&ca de-
crease — to clarify that the federal governmemtasresponsi-
ble for personal care for members of self-goverrfingt Na-
tions. | think the language in the Blues refers-tst Nations,
and this is a specific aspect of self-governingtHNations and
the relationship to provisions of the self-governmagree-
ments —

Chair: Ms. Hanson, we will require consent in order to
go backwards into a line that has already beenatiea
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Is it the wish of members to open Family and Cleitds On Information Technology Equipment and Systemgs— S
Services for further discussion? tems Development — Canada Health Infoway: PanoréPuidp-

All Hon. Members: Agreed lic Health Information)

On Family and Children’s Services — revisited Ms. Hanson: If the minister could just confirm the

Ms. Hanson: Thank you for the indulgence of the $294,000 for Panorama. Is that the program thsliphysi-
House. | missed that one. cians? Or, could we have a clarification on Panaam

| just wanted to clarify that it is a nuance of tkelf- Hon. Mr. Graham: No, this isn’t the one that links
government agreements with respect to section 17. physicians. This is public health in the territoGanada Health

Hon. Mr. Graham: Madam Chair, that's what | un- Infoway will be the one that is the overall healtfiormation
derstand. | thought it was — system.

Chair: We have returned to Family and Children’s Information Technology Equipment and Systems -e@gst
Services for $125,000. Development — Canada Health Infoway: Panorama (Rubl

Hon. Mr. Graham: No. Health Information) in the amount of $294,000 agrée

Chair: Continuing Care is $92,000. Are you following Information Technology Equipment and Systems -e@gst
page 9-47? Development — Canada Health Infoway: Panorama (Rubl

Ms. Hanson: | was. Then | looked across at the mate-Health Information) in the amount of $294,000 agrée
rial provided in the briefing, and there was a refee to On Information Technology Equipment and Systemg— S

$125,000, and that's where the misapprehension daome, tems Development — Canada Health Infoway: iEHRd{Eb@ic

because it's a decrease of $125,000 for contincerg as a Health Records)

result of the federal government not paying sometart Information Technology Equipment and Systems -ef@gst
Chair: The supplementary amount in this bud@etp- Development — Canada Health Infoway: iEHR (Eleciron

plementary Estimates No, & for an increase of $92,000 for Health Records) in the amount of $661,000 agreed to

continuing care. On Information Technology Equipment and Systemg— S
Hon. Mr. Graham: This question will come up later tems Development — Various Systems Developmerdd&oj
in debate when we get to recoveries. But she & ilgher as- Information Technology Equipment and Systems -ef@gst
sumption that, yes, we're only dealing with selftgming First  Development — Various Systems Development Projedise
Nations. That's caused the reduction. Okay? amount of $204,000 agreed to
Chair: Thank you, everyone. On Family and Children’s Services
Family and Children’s Services in amount of $125@00 On Youth Shelter — Operational Equipment
agreed to Youth Shelter — Operational Equipment in the amaifnt
On Continuing Care $31,000 agreed to
Chair: Is there any further general debate on Continu-  On Social Services
ing Care? On Social Services — Renovations
Continuing Care in the amount of $92,000 agreed to Social Services — Renovations underexpenditurehén t
On Health Services amount of $50,000 cleared
Health Services in the amount of $1,868,000 agréed On Social Services - Operational Equipment
On Yukon Hospital Services Social Services - Operational Equipment underexperel
Yukon Hospital Services in the amount of $565,000 in the amount of $12,000 cleared
agreed to On Adult Residential Services - Renovations
On Total of Other Operation and Maintenance in the  Adult Residential Services - Renovations in theuarhof
amount of nil cleared $1,000 agreed to
Total of Other Operation and Maintenance in the anto On Adult Residential Services - Operational Equipime
of nil cleared Adult Residential Services - Operational Equipniarthe
Total Operation and Maintenance Expenditures in the amount of $14,000 agreed to
amount of $3,533,000 agreed to On Continuing Care
Chair: We will proceed to capital. On Home Care - Renovations
On Capital Expenditures Home Care - Renovations in the amount of $50,008exh
On Corporate Services to
On Office Furniture and Equipment On Copper Ridge Place - Nurse Call System
Office Furniture and Equipment in the amount of $0D Copper Ridge Place - Nurse Call System in the amofin
agreed to $204,000 agreed to
On Information Technology Equipment and Systems — On Copper Ridge Place — Renovations
Workstations and Hardware/Network Equipment Copper Ridge Place — Renovations in the amount of
Information Technology Equipment and Systems — Work$29,000 agreed to
stations and Hardware/Network Equipment in the amboof On Macaulay Lodge — Renovations
$70,000 agreed to Hon. Mr. Kent: I know that there were some boiler

improvements and some flooring improvements witl time
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item. | was just wondering if the minister can pdeva detailed
breakdown of the line item or, if he can't, if heutd get it
back to me in writing at some future point, thatwabobe great.

Hon. Mr. Graham: First of all, this was a revote of
$171,000 to continue work on the boiler room caplproject
and there was another $30,000 for the installatfomew floor-
ing at Macaulay Lodge. | have to get back to yothwhe rest
of it.

Macaulay Lodge — Renovations in the amount of $Z%D,
agreed to

On Health Services

On Insured Health Services — Renovations

Ms. Hanson: It's with respect to renovations. I've
raised with the Minister of Health and Social Seeg, the
Minister of Highways and Public Works and the niieisre-
sponsible for Yukon Housing Corporation questiorith we-
spect to insured benefits and the location of tisaiied health
services office. | see a minor amount for renovetjdout the
question | have is making the services accessibthe people
who need them.

Again, today | walked by the library, which is em@nd
has been empty for over a year and the questiais¢ iis: has
the minister reconsidered the idea of locating #asvice in a
place where people who have multiple health issuesften
when they're coming to get approvals for everythiingm
prostheses to dentures to medical travel, and gthenfre-
guency with which the elevator in the building tieturrently
leased by the Government of Yukon has breakdowasjng
seniors and handicapped individuals in a precanmsstion of
having to climb up four levels to get to that seevi— | see a
minor amount of $2,000. Is that to repair the elevar is it to
do some planning?

Chair: The member will notice that this is a reduction
of $2,000.
Ms. Hanson: Maybe the minister could explain why

they decreased their expenditures on somethingdibes need
maintenance and/or is he giving thought to actuptiyviding
services to those people who need it most in aasadule loca-
tion?

Hon. Mr. Graham:
from renovations into operational equipment, whihust the
equipment required in the office, but we have bleeking at
— it’s kind of odd that you would mention this pediar ele-
vator and building because | have mentioned theestanmy
colleague, the Minister of Highways and Public W&rivith
respect to some changes in that area. It's songethiat we
discuss as a group — access to all of our buildingsow the
current Minister of Highways and Public Works hakigh on
his radar to ensure that these types of serviefaareas that
are accessible to those disabled clientele we serve

Insured Health Services — Renovations underexpaedit
in the amount of $2,000 cleared

On Insured Health Services — Operational Equipment

Insured Health Services — Operational Equipmenthia
amount of $2,000 agreed to

On Community Health Programs — Renovations

The transfer is required. It went

Community Health Programs — Renovations underexpen-
diture in the amount of $123,000 cleared

On Community Nursing — Renovations

Community Nursing — Renovations in the amount of
$170,000 agreed to

On Community Nursing — Operational Equipment

Community Nursing — Operational Equipment underex-
penditure in the amount of $5,000 cleared

On Northern Strategy — Telehealth

On Northern Strategy — Telehealth Expendituresha t
amount of $68,000 agreed to

On Total of Other Capital

Total of Other Capital in the amount of nil cleared

Total Capital Expenditures in the amount of $1,8820
agreed to

On Revenues

Ms. Stick: Thank you. | just wondered for clarifica-
tion what the $25,000 coming in for social assistais.

Hon. Mr. Graham: A reciprocal agreement exists be-
tween YTG, Aboriginal Affairs and Northern Developmt
Canada — formerly INAC — and almost all the selfrgming
First Nations to bill each other for a portion bétsocial assis-
tance they have issued as the responsibility obther party.

For example, if the head of a household for a familtwo

individuals is not registered under thdian Act that person
would receive the family social assistance paynfiem YTG.
If the second member of the household is registaretér the
Indian Act YTG would then invoice that particular First Nati
for 50 percent of the social assistance that wage. The
$25,000 is being removed from recoveries from Cantml
third-party recoveries to make the recoveries btidgare ac-
curate. That’s simply the total reason behind it.

Revenues cleared

Department of Health and Social Services agreed to

Chair: We are now going to move on to Vote 7, De-
partment of Economic Development.

Would the members like a break?

All Hon. Members:  Agreed.

Chair: Committee of the Whole will recess for 15
minutes.

Recess

Chair: Committee of the Whole will now come to or-

der.

Department of Economic Development —eontinued

Chair: The matter before the Committee is Vote 7,
Department of Economic Development, in Bill No.Sgcond
Appropriation Act, 2012-13Ms. Stick has the floor.

Ms. Stick: | had to refresh myself on where we left
off, because we have been focused on Health anihlSer-
vices. But looking back irHansard | see we were talking
about the telecommunications infrastructure andntimaber of
difficulties that the territory ran into earlier the fall, and the
importance of that infrastructure, in terms of tieand safety



November 13, 2012

HANSARD

1481

for communities; impact on businesses, in termsatfhaving
access to payment methods, such as debit and aaxis
through the use of machines; and just the numbpeople left
without any communications at all as more and nirdesidu-
als seem to be moving away from landlines and mglybn
cellphones only. | just think more and more — thdtie way
people are moving. They're not getting the phone for their
home — especially with young people who move arouwode
and tend to rely on their cellphones and not tliefashioned
way, like the rest of us.

I would ask the Minister of Economic Developmenhd
could tell us what is happening in terms of an sssent of our
vulnerabilities with the telecommunications and tiee there
is going to be a plan to address this. It did hapmece. We do
have, certainly, some commitments that it probatby’'t hap-
pen again. But what are the alternatives — or, hosvwe go-
ing to address those vulnerabilities, because gemimbulance
or police or firemen strategically located aroundm just in
case — when we look at Whitehorse and the size bitad/
horse — the physical size — you could have beeminof the
country residential locations, and it would havéeta you
awhile to be able to access emergency services.

So | would ask the minister to address that, please

Hon. Mr. Dixon:
the question. It is, indeed, a good one and an litapbone.

| spoke a little bit last time we were discussihig tbudget
about a number of things that are on the tablesandmber of
processes and initiatives that are underway. Orthesh that |
think is important to go back to is the CRTC, than@dian
Radio-Television and Telecommunications Commissitbiat
continues to monitor the telecommunications wontd the
north, and has made a number of statements latelyaken a
few opportunities to bring forward some concernsytihave
with the existing infrastructure in the north.

I mentioned earlier there was a ruling not too lagg —
it was on a rate increase, and the ruling was ttatCRTC
required Northwestel to develop a modernizatiompla

Of course, | talked a little bit last week about thoderni-
zation plan and the development of that plan aedlitik that
Northwestel had for that plan with their parent gamy, BCE,
and their purchase — or potential purchase, prappsechase
— of Astral media, which is a Quebec-based medapany.
As we saw in the media and as we saw very publfoigugh-
out the national scene, that bid to purchase Abyd@CE was
denied by the CRTC for a number of reasons. Prgbtis
most important one to Yukon was that Northwestasa of
using some of the money that would be aimed atpilidic
good — that was the term they used, “public good"was
planned by Northwestel to go toward infrastructdevelop-
ment in the north. The proposed modernization e they
had developed had factored in that money goingddhwestel
for that development plan.

Of course, as | said that decision was made byCR&C
to not allow the purchase of Astral by Bell, thiequiring
Northwestel to go back to the drawing board, ay timéght
say, to develop a new modernization plan to comyth the
initial ruling by the CRTC.

So they're doing it now, and we remain in contadthw
Northwestel to determine both the content and tloegss by
which they intend to implement their modernizatman. This
is what | think is a very interesting opportunity telecommu-
nication infrastructure in the north. It's an insta where the
CRTC — the federal regulator — has stepped in ad lzasi-
cally to Northwestel that they needed to — if | nfeeyso blunt
— do a better job of investing in and maintainihgit infra-
structure in the north.

The effects of that lack of investment and laclaténtion
are an example that the member opposite is raisimgwhere
we’ve seen throughout recent history numerous blaiskand
loss of services for businesses and individuals eweh the
government in the territory.

| think that this is an interesting time for telewmunica-
tions in the north, just for the very fact that ®@RTC is taking
such a keen look at Northwestel. The modernizajxen
they're going to develop is going to be very ingtireg for us
and the department remains engaged with Northwésteh-
sure that the values and interests of Yukon busesesnd
Yukoners are reflected as best as possible imtloaiernization
plan.

Another way that we are working on these issuesitis

Thanks to the member opposite for the industry, specifically the Yukon Information chemology

Industry Society. | forgot my acronyms, Madam Chair
They've expressed to us over their time of beintivacthat
outages in services like power and telecommunioatizave a
very negative effect on them, and the member opposited
some of those. When those sorts of services go doften-
times small businesses are unable to process nmiseactions
or debit interactions, and in the odd case wherd&M also
goes down concurrent with that, we're left in aywenfortu-
nate situation for businesses. So we know thabésdhave a
negative economic effect on the territory, espéciah small
businesses, and it's a concern for us. We, agl| santinue to
work with Northwestel on a modernization plan.

Another issue that gets a significant amount afrditon in
the development of infrastructure in the northhis possibility
of developing a redundant fibre line to Yukon. Assiands
right now we have a sole line going up the Alaskghiay
and as I've noted previously a number of times isfohat
single fibre line is often plagued with disturbasde the south.
It's unfortunate when an extraneous issue like waad being
done in Fort St. John has such a strong negatifectedn
Yukon’s economy, so it's something that we arerggted in
seeing go forward.

As | mentioned before, over the past several yeéwne are
a few individual companies that have taken a haok lat the
opportunity of developing a redundant fibre linetthe Yukon.
We are very interested in that. Whatever goes faiweould
have to be a private sector solution and driverihgyprivate
sector.

Those are the kinds of infrastructure developments,
though, that | would see the Department of Econobewel-
opment supporting and providing some logisticalpsufy or
we could do a number of different studies — tydicéthe De-
partment of Economic Development does studies frastruc-



1482

HANSARD

November 13, 2012

ture developments like what was done with the patbdevel-
opment of a rail link to Yukon a number of year®.agthink
Economic Development has a role in working with phivate
sector to develop the possibility of seeing infnasture pro-
jects like a telecommunications project go forwardhe terri-
tory. Of course, as | said, we recognize the pa@kinpor-
tance of having a redundant fibre line.

| guess, to answer the member’s question, in terires-
sessments, the modernization plan is underway ladeview
is being conducted by the CRTC. We anticipate tha@tCRTC
will be engaging with us, as they have over the gaseral
hearings, to determine what our interests are, hstta gov-
ernment and on behalf of Yukon industry and thegte sector
in Yukon. We’'ll continue to be engaged on that frawve’ll
work with Northwestel on the development of thewdarniza-
tion plan. We're going to continue to work with irstry, not
just the YITIS — the Yukon Information Technologydustry
Society — but all small business. The Chamber ah@erce
has, of course, raised this with us before, as. Wélis affects
not just those information technology companies,ihdeed all
small- and medium-sized enterprises in the teit&o we’ll
continue to engage with the chambers of commeroth b
Yukon and Whitehorse, and the regional municipanchers
of commerce — like Watson Lake and Dawson — to ensu
that those services are identified as being sicpnifily impor-
tant.

| think I've covered all the items that | think a¢¢ to the
member’s question, so I'll hand the floor back oterer to
hear more about this.

Ms. Stick: | thank the minister for his information.
think one of the big questions that you would findst Yuk-
oners have and are concerned with with regardlécdenmu-
nications is the fact that we still have a monogwdye and that
there are no other options available in terms dplkenes, in
particular. I'm just wondering if the minister i®idg anything
in terms of remedying that and encouraging othdiplene
providers to look at the Yukon as a possibility. rt@mly,
Northwestel has talked about their modernizatian, oy un-
derstanding was some of that money did not comfeutton
with the decision of the CRTC. The NDP did give ditional
support to them through a letter to the CRTC otir thast ap-
plication, but I think it's a big concern for allukoners. When
are we going to see something else, and what'gthisrnment
doing to promote that?

Hon. Mr. Dixon:
issue, and | appreciate the member opposite bignitiis to the
floor. The issue of competition in the telecommatiians field
is one that’'s very interesting and one that recks@me atten-
tion of late not only from the CRTC but certainty the local
media, with the increased focus on Northwestel @it de-
velopments.

Cellphones themselves are not regulated by the CRIFC
rently, but the CRTC's review is looking at thelison a Can-
ada-wide basis. They've indicated that they arerégted in
developing a national code of conduct for cellphase and
working with the industry at a national level topport that
work. That is something that | think a lot of comsr groups

have certainly supported, as I'm sure members apifireciate.
Cellphone contracts aren’t always the most easyntterstand
or clear, and they often include — both literallydafigura-
tively — the small print, and sometimes the corttres impli-
cations for the consumer that they aren’t aware of.

| think the development of a national code of cardg
something that we would be asked to provide inputamd we
certainly will. I know the Government of Alberta ote to the
CRTC last year requesting to be involved in thatcpss, and
I'm sure we will be involved as well.

Of course when it comes to these issues of teleaoroa-
tions the key player is the regulator — the CRTCand they
are taking a look at all of these things to detesmivhat the
future of telecommunications is going to look likethe terri-
tory and in the north.

One of the key issues with regard to the potewtialom-
petition is — and forgive me for the term — the ¢khaul
rate” that Northwestel charges on their infrastiiet Some
potential competitors that have considered entettiegmarket
are concerned with the rates being proposed byhMestel
currently.

During all the attention and scrutiny of the modzation
plan, | had a chance to meet with Northwestel, el as a few
other smaller companies that do business in oterdiarritories
— over in Northwest Territories and Nunavut — ahelyt indi-
cated that there is interest in coming to the Yukad provid-
ing competition to Northwestel, especially on cetipes and
other potential services, but that interest woukdcbntingent
on the backhaul rate charged by Northwestel —ehkaéntially
means the rate or charge that Northwestel woulg éainst a
competitor using their infrastructure. They areuiegd by the
CRTC to make their infrastructure available, bi¢ thte that
they charge is something that is a matter of dsons

What we expect in the near future is that theréhveéla ho-
listic review hearing to be called by the CRTC e hext sev-
eral months — either early in the new year or tht® spring —
for the discussion of entry of competition, whiclillvbe an
item of discussion in those hearings. We’'ll be namiig that
very closely. We're very interested to hear what @RTC has
to say about what their vision of telecommunicagion the
north is. We certainly will be providing Yukon gaowenent’s
version — our vision for that — and submittingatthe CRTC.
All the while, as | said before, we intend to remaingaged
with the chambers of commerce, with industry itsatid with

Of course, this is another important industry organizations, like YITIS — Yukon inforna tech-

nology industry sector — that provide the privageter view
of such things. Northwestel is, of course, a menufeYITIS,
so that is something to keep in mind when considetiie sec-
tor strategy that YITIS will be developing. Theyeanot the
only member, but they are most certainly the biggesmber,
as members here can imagine, in the society.

What YITIS comes up with in terms of recommendation
for the industry is something I'll be consideringry closely.
And, as | said to those companies from other teres that
expressed interest, my door is always open, andK forward
to hearing from them about their thoughts on thd CRRrocess
currently going forward. | am sure they are ecstatith the
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decision by the CRTC to deny the purchase of AstyaBCE,
and I'm sure they will be monitoring the situatias it goes
forward.

In that holistic review that | mentioned, | do egpthat the
rates that are charged by Northwestel for usagheif infra-
structure will be a key issue, especially for thesenpanies
interested in entering the Yukon market.

To sum up, | guess, we remain engaged with indwstdy
the CRTC in the development of these initiatived kok for-
ward to expressing Yukon's opinion on behalf ofustly to
the CRTC. We anticipate that the CRTC's decisioitshave a
profound effect on telecommunications in the noaiid in
Yukon specifically.

| think the CRTC'’s reviews have the potential tohaps
provide a bit of a watershed moment for telecommations in
the north, and we’ll most certainly be monitoringse very
closely.

Ms. Stick:
release with regard to the Minister of Economic E&lepment
attending a conference in Germany along with Yukawoid
Mining Alliance. | understand that the minister wasmake a
presentation promoting mining on behalf of the Yikiom just
wondering if the minister could please give us mioferma-
tion with regard to Economic Development’s involarhwith
the Yukon Gold Mining Alliance and what the presdian in
Germany entailed.

Hon. Mr. Dixon: As I've noted a number of times in
the House before, we're very aware that in orderésponsi-
ble economic projects to go forward in the tergitare need to
attract investment from outside of our borders. Yeegot a
fairly broad strategy with regard to attractingestment to the
territory and in a general sense, that strateghdes a focus
on Europe, North America and Asia. This specifip trmade
earlier to Munich was an example of the focus oropge.

The Yukon Gold Mining Alliance is an industry-ledogp
with a focus on attracting mining investment to Wok My
input with that group is to provide the governmergerspec-
tive on why the Yukon government believes thatY&on is a
positive place to invest and a positive place ttdsiness.

| noted earlier — | believe it was in the seconddiag
speech on the budget — with the global economiysicurrent
state, raising investment in any project in anyt pathe world
is very difficult right now. The markets are verffigult. It is a
difficult environment within which to raise capit&or compa-
nies doing business in the Yukon, raising thattedjs impera-
tive for them to bring their projects forward.

When we go out to various places throughout thddntor
both meet with governments and meet with privatgdoseto
attract investment, we often highlight a numberfeztures of
doing business in the Yukon, and that was certawtigt my
presentation in Munich consisted of. Basicallys #&h informa-
tion session. For many people in Europe and Asid,even in
North America, you'd be surprised how little folksow about
the Yukon — where it is and what it's like herevduld note
that when | gave this very same presentation —i¢weit was
in Chicago — | had a number of questions about,Yl&on a
part of Alaska or a subsidiary or a territory ofaska? Is it in

Moving on, recently we received a news

the United States? Is it in Canada?” — questioas ItHound
surprising, to say the least. That isn’t to sayt thare weren't
good questions, too. There were very informed résted and
engaged investors who had some very specific kragelend
asked some very specific questions. But oftentinlés
learned so far that these presentations are oftent goroviding
just a very basic context for what the Yukon ieli&nd what
opportunities lie here.

If I could sum up my presentation in Munich, it weenti-
fying basically three pieces that | would menti@day. The
first is Yukon’s geographic location; that it is morthern Can-
ada, which is an attractive — northern Canada hesived a
lot of attention lately in the international forutmpth as an in-
teresting place to invest and to bring forward gectg, but also
for a number of other reasons including environraleand
socioeconomic as well. The north has, in my opinioever
been such a focus of international attention &sright now.

So, to continue, identifying Yukon’s geography ayebl-
ogy, simply outlining — | show a map of the worlddekind of
identify where Yukon is and demonstrate that it Aagrategic
location in that it's in northern Canada and thain&da is a
developed country with very clear sets of rules ansiron-
mental regulations. For investors in the intermaloscene,
they could just as easily be doing business intsémerica or
Africa or the Middle East, so reiterating the messthat this is
a stable political jurisdiction within Canada, whics a well-
known country for being a stable democracy. Itrisatractive
feature.

So, once again, identifying the physical attributéshe
Yukon, our tremendous geology, and the fact thahae a lot
of different mineral resources, as well as othetuns re-
sources. At a conference like the one in Munich thas spe-
cifically about precious metals, | did focus prithaon the
gold resources that we have in the Yukon, but ireotonfer-
ences we do focus on the base metals and otherpgseaious
metals as well. The Yukon Gold Mining Alliance igmarily
focused on precious metals. It's not explicitly itied to pre-
cious metals, but that is the case with the cumesmbership,
so that was the focus there.

The second piece of my presentation in Munich, &s |
said in other areas, relates to our regulatorymmegand envi-
ronmental regime — basically at a very high levadicating
that, yes, we do have a regulatory regime andwesjo col-
lect royalties on our resources, and we have a gpgn and
transparent system in Canada and the Yukon forrdatag
how those are assessed. It's a bit of an informasiession
about YESAA and its role in the Yukon.

For North American investors, | do tend to discdssolu-
tion because it's a little more understood aboatréiationship
between the Yukon as a territory, as opposed toénce, and
the fact that we have devolution and we have cbmfmur
natural resources, unlike our sister territories.

I mention the importance of developing relationshiyth
First Nations and explain — once again this was/ @nl10-
minute presentation, so you can’t get into very mdetail —
that we have modern land claims and that 11 othefl4 First
Nations have settled final agreements with lantrda
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As | said, | discuss YESAA and First Nations, ahe t
third piece is that we are a stable political jdicgion — that
the Yukon is a good place to do business; we haegagtees
around investment and the practice of common la®@anada;
that we are in the responsible, democratic couotranada,
and that we're interested to see economic develapoeeur in
the territory.

I think those three pieces — the geography/geofugye,
the regulatory or governance piece, and the stadiigcal ju-
risdiction are the three focuses of a presentatigrically. But,
as | said, it does vary for the audience. | imagihieen, at a
later date, if I'm to do the presentation agairaidifferent part
of Europe or perhaps in Asia, there will be minaeaks to
make it appropriate for the audience. That woulch sip that
particular presentation.

| should note, as well, that our focuses with rdgar in-
vestment attraction include Europe, Asia and Ndétherica.
But we’re interested in some other emerging markefssia as
well. China has garnered the most attention bybfrause of
its size and its importance in the global econoiny, other
emerging economies, like India and South Korea,chriater-
est to us as well. There has been somewhat oft@nhisf Ko-
rean investment in the territory, so there is thteptial of addi-
tional investment there. India hasn't been a trew#l partner
for Yukon, but there are a number of signs in titernational
economy that suggest that India may be interesteal player
in the natural resources development world and beapf in-
terest to us as a target for investment attraction.

awareness within our own country of what is avadam

Yukon in terms of investment opportunities. Thosa't just

have to include natural resources, though. | thiak there is a
whole slate of business opportunities in Yukon tvatild be

very interesting to investors across the country.

The final one | wanted to note was Australia, dtyua
We’re monitoring Australia very closely as it's mipated that
there may be an exodus of capital from there assaltr of the
incredibly anti-mining policies being espoused éhdry the
government. We certainly are aware, following intgional
media at least, that there seems to be an impemiodus of
capital from that country. So there may be an opmity for
Yukon to capitalize on that market. Of course, minis a big
part of Australia’'s economy, but some of the dispu+— and
very public disputes at that — between the goventnaad
companies there have really left a sour taste énntlouth of
investors, and | think Australia could offer an oppnity for
Yukon to provide an alternative to Australia fov@stors there.

| think I've covered the gamut in terms of our istraent
attraction strategy: some of the locations we'rernested in,
some of the locations we’ve done work in to dasewell as, if
we look down the path a little way, where we mighid up
attracting investment from as well. The realityafr global-
ized economy is that, really, the world is a vanall place and
that investment can come from anywhere and it {goitant to
be vigilant in attracting investment to the temjtand high-
lighting the opportunities that Yukon has to offer.

| think that answers the member opposite’s quesiion

The Department of Natural Resources Canada hashadterms of the content of my presentation in Munias,well as

number of interactions with Indian investors, afdaurse the
Prime Minister was recently in India on a trade sits. So |
would speculate on the possibility of India asrgeafor us, as
well as South Korea — and of course China remamsier-
esting location for investment attraction as wallnumber of
staff from the Department of Economic Developmémtjud-
ing my acting deputy minister here, Terry Haydasst jcame
back from China and attended the China mining mgein
Beijing and Tianjin. This is a bit of an interegfitime for
China on the investment front because they have gose
through their once-every-five years “democratic”and | use
that very loosely and with quotations — congressheir de-
mocratic congress — where their communist partedslits
new leaders. It most certainly isn’t democrati¢hie sense that
we would understand but nonetheless there was @agehaf
leadership there and, of course, there is oppdytuoir in-
creased investment from China.

As well, the United States is always a target farlumen-
tioned earlier — | believe last week — in my secaadding
speech that | had visited with the YGM&number of financial
capitals in the United States. There are two oti@rkets that |
should mention that are very interesting, not beedhey are
so obvious, but because we tend to forget about.tide first
one is Canada. | think there is a lot of opportumitthin Can-
ada, in other parts of Canada — the east and tith $o par-
ticular — that there is opportunity to raise awasn of the
opportunities in the Yukon with those areas. Ifight say so, |
think we could probably do more work in terms ofirg the

presentations around the world — well, in a fewcparound
the world at least — and some of our plans forftiare.

Ms. Stick: | really was just trying to focus on Ger-
many at the time.

Moving on, though, we know of the interest Chinal an
specifically Chinese state-controlled corporatitvave in the
Yukon for our mineral and energy and oil and gaggmts. We
would agree that there is nothing inherently wrexith having
a country like China interested in working in owachyard, as
long as Yukoners are getting a fair share and radieal from
these corporations that are working in our backyaite reli-
ance on resource extraction and bulk export asoheerstone
still leaves us vulnerable to the inevitable upd downs that
we're going to see with world commodity prices.

We talk about diversification and we talk about thain-
stays of the Yukon economy. It's about oil and d#s;about
mining; it's about — I'm not sure what else. Weiret hearing
a lot about diversification, but more about thas#usistries from
Economic Development on other options.

What I'm interested in also, though, is what kinfl o
agreements are we making with countries like Chiwdat are
the memorandums of understanding that we’re sighiBgen
including a sister city in China. I'd be interested hearing
whether we can have a look at some of those MOUsymre-
ments that have been signed because we've hedrayebha-
ven't seen.

Hon. Mr. Dixon: I'll address, first of all, the Yukon-
Shaanxi sister province agreement because thatiswsly the
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one that the member is referencing. That's whaoula call a
very, very “high-level agreement” between Yukon att
Shaanxi province in China to generally promote gadtbe-
tween the two jurisdictions.

The agreement itself is very high level, almosth® point
where there’s some question about whether or moetill be
deliverables. It's very much a good will gesture @m interest
in promoting an improved relationship between the.t

| would say with that agreement what becomes very i
portant is not only the promotion of Yukon busin@ggrests,
but also the promotion of Yukon values, and idgmi to re-
gions like the Shaanxi province — educating thensome of
what we consider to be our basic values, such asatidn,
democracy — those kinds of things. Those sortgyodements
offer an ability for Yukon to play a small role developing the
relationship between China and Canada and to dganirto
promote Canadian and Yukon values abroad.

The agreement itself speaks to a number of thingsid-
ing trade, investment and tourism.

Also | think what could be possible from it is thessibil-
ity of student exchanges — to have Chinese studmmtee to
Yukon to study, whether it be studying English sfieally as a
second language or some of our programs that ageeim the
world, like some of the work being done in colddite inno-
vation and that sort of study. So | think there'sapportunity
there for the development of an improved relatigmstnd the
promotion of Yukon values.

of participants and folks doing work in that indysthat we
weren't really aware of beforehand.

The release of the study was an excellent oppdytdor
those folks to network and discuss some of the dppities
and work that is being done currently. The eveslit— the
release of the study — was very welcomed. In fabglieve
the Member for Copperbelt South was at that evadthead a
chance to hear about the report and the survéhould clarify
that this was a knowledge sector survey and thatDibpart-
ment of Economic Development, CanNor and Yukon &gyl
initiated it. It was completed in September, angrdvided an
understanding of individuals and organizations tteaticipate
in the knowledge sector, the sector’s current besrand suc-
cess factors, as well as a set of recommendatiodsaetions
for supporting the growth of the sector.

We are currently working with local businessesstANa-
tion governments and other stakeholders to ensukery has a
competitive environment for developing economic angbyni-
ties in the knowledge sector. As I'm sure you cppraciate,
and as the member indicated earlier, a key funatioa suc-
cessful knowledge economy is good telecommunicsatiofra-
structure, which ties back to some of the comménisade
earlier today.

The purpose of that project was also done throumgh
Yukon Research Centre. As a result of this study survey,
we’d like to assist the Yukon Research Centre toobw a
coordinating and networking platform for the knoude sec-

The member made a few comments about economic-divetor. In addition to its current work on researaimavation and

sification and what some of the activities haverhd®th of the
department and the government, to diversify ouneany. I'm
happy to discuss some of those activities at thistpShe was
correct that we do identify the mineral resourcesta and
tourism as our somewhat mainstay economies or rsegfdhe
economy. Of course, | won't get too much into tbearism
front, because | know that the Minister of Touriand Culture
would be happy to explain some of those initiativesler the
debate of the Department of Tourism and Culture. IBuould
say that the development of a strong tourism irgliat Yukon
and a continued development of a strong tourisnustrg in
Yukon is a focus of ours and we often liaise whk Depart-
ment of Tourism and Culture to ensure that our gagning
and funds are synched together properly.

One other area | did want to mention is the devealmt of
a fairly nebulous topic, which is the knowledge rmmy. |
appreciate that is, as | said, a fairly nebuloamitbut | think
it's one that we have a lot of opportunity for hémethe terri-
tory. Not too long ago, we supported the develognwna
study on the knowledge economy in the Yukon andénbmtal
contractor in the knowledge economy do an assedsofi¢hat
sector of our economy and really determine whatis there.
When we’re trying to wrap our heads around whathis
knowledge economy and how it works, what its fesduare,
and how we help it to grow, that basic understagdinit is the
first step.

commercialization — you’ll sometimes hear me rdfeiit as

the “RIC” sector — we also hope that it will enalslgnergies
and pooling of expertise and resources, therebwpreihg and
accelerating the success of Yukon projects. We wantYRC

to provide a better understanding of RIC capabgitand ca-
pacities in the Yukon, potentially reducing the echder im-

ported services and to assist in the attractionest research
projects, resources and funding to the YRC.

| think the attention and investment we have pto ithe
Yukon Research Centre, both through the DepartrokeBdu-
cation, as well as the Department of Economic Dmyeknt,
certainly have that as its goal as the Yukon Rebe&entre
becomes a hub for the knowledge sector in thetdeyri

I think some of the first steps in this are survis this,
where we get an understanding of what's out thackvahere
there are opportunities for development. So thekwbat was
done on the knowledge sector survey and the wariglaone
at the research centre currently are exampleseoettonomic
diversification and the important contribution bétknowledge
economy to Yukon's overall economy that I've foustdtimes
often goes unnoticed by the media and others.

There are a few sectors within the knowledge econdm
think, that the Yukon has a lot of opportunity tevdlop. One
of them is the cold climate innovation sector. Tigb the De-
partment of Economic Development, we fund the Yukud
Climate Innovation Centre. Early on in our mandate Minis-

What that plan or study showed us was that we feave ter of Education and | had the pleasure of extenttieir fund-

fairly robust knowledge economy in Yukon that cdmites
significantly to our general economy and that i lsanumber

ing and providing them with a degree of certaintyuad fund-
ing — in the case of the Cold Climate Innovatiomte, | be-

—
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lieve it was for five years. That's important besalit gives
them the ability to go out to other funding bodiesSSHRC

and NSERC are the two: Social Sciences and HureariRe-
search Council and NSERC is the Natural SciencdsEmgi-

neering Research Council. | stand to be correctethose ac-
ronyms, but recently the college research centoarbe eligi-
ble for those funds, so the extension of the fugdind the cer-
tainty that it provides allows the research cemdrgyo out to
funds like that and show that they've got concegedernment
support and it's stable and guaranteed over the yea

Those kinds of funds are the biggest that are abiilin
Canada and any time we get a significant fundirgeot from
either NSERC or SSHRC it's a boon to the territomyt just in
terms of its economy, but the development of tleeaech ca-
pacity in the territory.

There is a lot of remarkable work that is being elaur-
rently at the research centre and the Cold Clinatevation
Centre and I'd love to discuss that at length, Ibkriow that |
don’t have the time to do so. There are a few pid¢bat I'd
like to point out as being important. One of thentually
shows a very interesting relationship between thewktedge
sector and the mineral resources sector, whereanzen able
to gain the funding from the national funding bddyhave a
chair position at the research centre in miningewase — life
of mining water use — which is an opportunity fadiistry in
the mineral resources sector to get together widlustry in the
research sector and discuss some of the oppodsitiitat lie in
Yukon as a result of mining. That is to get a reglhod scien-
tific understanding of how water is used in the imgnprocess
and how it can be more efficiently used, as welhaw pro-
jects can be remediated at the end of life.

Another project that | should highlight is the biec pro-
jects that have involved not only national fundimgdies but
have reached out to other universities — in Alast@instance
— the University of Alaska in Fairbanks — as wedl alocal
farm, Zakus Farms, which produces a product cdliedhar,
which is essentially burnt wood, for lack of a kettmore sci-
entific explanation. The biochar can be used inuelmer of
ways. It can be used to remediate soil that has lbeatami-
nated by hydrocarbons and can be used in the rati@diof
soil at the end of the mining cycle.

We see an interrelation between the developmettteofe-
search sector and the development of other seatansr econ-
omy. | guess if | were to identify an area wheweould like to
see some growth and some positive diversificatiiois, in that
area — in the research, innovation and commeraeiéin sec-
tor. It's an opportunity that we are just beginnitmgtap into
and just beginning to realize its importance to teitory’'s
economy. It's one that, | think, has a lot of oppaity for
growth.

As | said earlier, on a bit of a different topicthink that
never before has there been more interest in thth aad in the
Yukon. | think that we most certainly should talesbefforts to
capitalize on that interest and attract the bedtthr brightest
in the scientific world to the territory to do wohlere. We have
what | would call a living laboratory when it com&sthe op-

portunity to do research on northern climates, h@rt infra-
structure and the effects of climate change.

That's a point | should touch on as well: the wbeing
done on adaptation to climate change that is bdorge at the
research centre as well. That attracts a signifieamount of
money to the territory and thus improves our laaabnomy. |
know that in the debate on the Environment budfjedd on a
little bit more about the specific projects, bulydime that we
can have research done in the territory for angthincluding
adaptation, it brings money to the territory, ieates jobs, it
creates opportunities for learning and for the tment of
research capacity. It's very positive.

| guess to conclude, yes, we do promote the maisisif
tourism and the mineral resources sector, but therea num-
ber of other opportunities out there and | would g knowl-
edge sector, and specifically the RIC sector, atttp of that
list. There is a lot of opportunity there and idssector that |
am very excited about. | think that that answeesdhestion for
the member opposite.

Ms. Stick: | would thank the member opposite for the
information and very apparent is his enthusiasmiarodviedge
of his department.

My next question is going to be fairly specificdaifm not
looking for a big, huge picture, I'm asking thisjspecifically.
One of the things we saw this fall was the mantkiters, and
the mandate letter from the Premier to the DepartroéEco-
nomic Development was promoting our economic maysst
such as mining, both hard rock and placer, andsio— both
things the minister has spoken to — and then all gas. My
guestion has to do with the oil and gas piece avdwe define
“economic mainstays”. To me it would seem more gbing
that is already producing major economic benefigstainly we
heard from the minister about the knowledge re$eand cold
climate research, and how those things are produ@sults.
We know it's happening in hard rock and placer minand we
know it's happening in tourism, but I'm curious abdvow we
define oil and gas as an economic mainstay attithis. Thank
you.

Hon. Mr. Dixon: | am happy to respond to the mem-
ber opposite’s question. Of course the developragiukon’s
energy resources offers an opportunity to expanarx the
typical mainstays of hard rock and placer mining,vell as
tourism. | think while we have had a fairly actigé and gas
sector over the years, primarily in the Kotanealesa, of late
we have been aware that Northern Cross, for instaaaoing
some work in the north Yukon to investigate thesiufity of
oil and gas resources in that area, particularlythie Eagle
Plains area. | believe the results of Northern €ramrk so far
are not yet available, but we're very optimistiatthhey’ll be
successful.

Any time that we are able to use our own energgue®s,
as opposed to importing them, there’s both an enémand an
environmental benefit associated with that. Cutyeimt the
territory, as far as I'm aware, | don't believeiagie drop of
hydrocarbons in the territory are produced herthénterritory,
which is one of those interesting things abouttdrdtory. We
believe — and some of the work done by the YukowolGg-
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cal Survey would certainly suggest — that there smae oil

and gas resources in the territory and that weale the pos-
sibility to develop them. That kind of developmerduld allow

for some economic diversification, of course, a8l ag some-
what of an environmental benefit because of thetfat we'd

be displacing imported hydrocarbons.

Our energy strategy from a few years ago identifieel
possibility of that kind of development, and I'nreu— when it
comes to the specifics of how that development iscand how
it is regulated — members will have a chance toiget the
details with the Minister of Energy, Mines and Reses. But |
will say that the Department of Economic Developtmierin-
terested in seeing responsible economic project§ogweard
and attracting investment to do that.

The member opposite previously mentioned some ef
work that's been done with state-owned enterprifesn
China. It is a very well-known and public fact thhe China
National Offshore Oil Corporation is invested in rif@rn
Cross, which was initially a Yukon company. It'swdased
out of Calgary, | believe. That opportunity for thevelopment
of our natural resources and our oil and gas ressuis of in-
terest to us, and the Department of Economic Deveémnt is
happy to assist any economic project in the tawriteith some
of the resources we have available to us.

Mr. Silver: I'd like to thank the officials for joining
us today and giving of their time.

I have several short questions for the ministet.like to
start with something | heard earlier today, wherdimes to
redundancy with fibre optics. Is it the official gition of this
government that the government is going to be mglhyn the
private sector to address those redundancy isgugéerms of
fibre optics? | can't see the private sector takimgthis chal-
lenge without considerable investment from theittaial gov-
ernment, and this view is also shared with thecizffs | have
met with from Northwestel — or, at least, it wag tlast time
that | met with them. So if the minister could eeéte his
comments — and | just want to draw attention to Buelget
Address, and I'm going to quote here a couple ocagraphs:
“By working with Northwestel over the years, everymmu-
nity in Yukon now has a cellphone and high-speetgriet
connectivity. However, broadband capacity couldrbproved
and there is no redundancy. If the sole fibre ogdible is dam-
aged, broadband traffic is rerouted through a stcavel older
microwave system.

There may be opportunities “...by working with North-
westel and Alaska...to address the redundancy is€es op-
tion would be for a fibre optic cable to run fronar€ross to
Skagway, connecting with Juneau and Seattle. Timene also
be opportunities to work with Northwestel and than&dian
Space Agency to extend fibre optic cable up the per
Highway to Eagle Plains to set up a system thaiexets in-
formation from foreign satellites.” That's the eoftthe quote.

When | met with the officials from Northwestel, tha
seemed to be the plan they most favoured. | knaat this
summer, we watched as fibre optic lines were beerg up all
the way to around Stewart Crossing. So could | gedt the
minister to comment on that?

Hon. Mr. Dixon: | did go through some of this last
week, but | would be happy to reiterate for the Ndemfor
Klondike. Of course, as | said earlier, telecommations in-
frastructure is key to the development of Yukontoreomy.
We know that when we have outages and losses wicseit
has a negative impact on small-sized and mediugdsenter-
prises especially, but it has negative impacts sscaur econ-
omy as a whole. We recognize that telecommunicsitiger-
vices are essential for Yukon residents and busees

Government of Yukon is focused on ensuring thelavai
ability of telecommunications services, the reli#piand con-
tinuity of services, and the affordability of tebeomunications
services. Government of Yukon recognizes that damaghe
fibre optic cable connecting Yukon to southern Gnes dis-

thruptive to Yukoners, particularly to business psseEs and

commercial transactions. The government is workiith a
variety of telecommunications companies in exangroppor-
tunities to improve the reliability, availabilitgnd affordability
of telecommunication services and reduce the cbdiaod-
width to Yukon communities and between Yukon comimun
ties.

As | said last week, there are a number of prajetthere
that have potential when it comes to redundancythednem-
ber opposite has touched on one of them. In owud&ons
through a number of forums with our friends in Aasit’s
been raised that there’s an opportunity, perhagshe Yukon
to use the corridor between Whitehorse and Skagysag po-
tential route for the development of a fibre opitie. As | men-
tioned earlier, it's something that was considgregl/iously by
a private company doing some work on studying hoat t
would work. The member is correct that that wouhdk lus to
Skagway and ultimately to Seattle and the entitghson grid,
which would create a redundant link and a redundgstiem in
Yukon so that it wouldn’t be as fallible to the agées that oc-
cur as a result of a breach in that single line.

That project would be something, as | said eartteat we
would be interested in hearing about. The membgrosite
asked specifically about the government’s positiara project
and what | meant when | said that it would havbedalriven by
the private sector is that the private sector wcudge to be
involved. At this present time, the Government afkgn cer-
tainly doesn’t have any expertise in operatinglactammuni-
cations company or building a fibre optic lineslsomething
that we would want to see from the private sedt@ertainly
wouldn’t rule out the possibility of government fi@pating in
some way or form or means to contribute to the qutoj
whether it be by conducting the sorts of studied assess-
ments that we have done with a number of othenstifucture
projects in the territory. But at the end of thg,dahink a pro-
ject like that would need to be ultimately driventhe private
sector. Of course, as we noted earlier today, Marthel is the
biggest company in that respect, so they would hge most
likely to go forward with something like that.

We are aware that there are other companies o that
may be interested and have an interest in gettitig the
Yukon market and perhaps another redundant linddvoe a
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way for them to do so, because it would free theomfthe
necessity of linking on to Northwestel’s infrasture.

Another project that | should mention for membefrshis
House is that the Northwest Territories is considethe op-
tion of developing a fibre line down the Macken¥illey. It's
a project that would be of substantial size and, dag it's my
understanding from discussions with officials themd my
counterpart in the Northwest Territories that gsmething that
they have lent a degree of priority to and haveedgiwith the
federal government and I'm sure will at some peintif that
project were to go forward to next steps — wouléda sig-
nificant federal investment. I'm not sure that tNerthwest
Territories is in a position right now to fund suahmassive
project, but there is a publicly available synopsighat pro-
ject. I don’t have the website with me, but I'm s@nterprising
members could Google it and find that report.

Essentially it sees a fibre line go down the Mackeval-
ley all the way to Inuvik and hence the next prgjedich the
member opposite mentioned, was the link into thead&n
Space Agency and the possibility of having somé abfacil-
ity in or around Inuvik and — even as the budgetegh the
member quoted referenced — the possibility on thkon side
somewhere around Eagle Plains.

We watch with great interest the development of gra-
ject. We're not sure, based on our assessmerits, ¢foing to
be feasible or not. As | said, if it were feasiblink it would
require a significant federal investment. If thagre/to go for-
ward, though, we would be very interested in thespality of
sending a fibre line north to link in that way, shareating the
line of redundancy. Typically when we think aboatlundant
systems in Yukon we look south, but the possibiityooking
north is indeed exciting and we wish Northwest iteries all
the best with that project. It would certainly haate opportu-
nity for Yukon to link in at a later date if thatewe to go for-
ward.

I'm blanking on what other questions the memberosjip
asked in his questions, so I'll have to give tlooflback to him
and beg his forgiveness in forgetting which otheesiions he
asked.

Mr. Silver:
tent. | just wanted to reiterate a few points. Asds the private
sector pushing forth fibre optic tele-technologyits not go-
ing to happen with the small markets that they \dduve in
the smaller communities. There is a need for wheateom-
pany it is that is going to provide us these sewit have sub-
stantial government involvement on the fiscal leugs not
necessarily whether or not we understand the teleanica-
tions industry, but more so that we understandnigsed from
these private sectors trying to provide these tygeservices in
the territories.

I know with the meetings that I've had with Norttstel,
the conversation went in that direction. Basicaheir initial
choice was to go to Alaska. They didn’t talk inntsrof redun-
dancy; they talked in terms of loops. It's goodhtve a loop
into these areas. Anywhere down south with fibrécogech-
nology, there are circles of information so thatiyzan allow
streams of information to come from different s@s.cTheir

| think he pretty much touched on the in-

number-one source would have been going througbkkalebut
it didn’t seem like the Alaskans had the sameuatéitas far as
willingness to make that connection happen.

So that's when they started looking northward aailed
about the Canadian Space Agency and hooking usttedlite
station up there that provides mostly statistiog] aurrently
there is only one route there, as far as | undedsitafrom the
presentation that | saw from Northwestel. But, tz same
time, it comes down to — these are the initiatitiest are go-
ing to allow the private sector to actually facité a connection
into the communities. Without these major projeetsand,
once again, without some kind of substantial inwestt from
the government — we’re not going to see the spinoffbeing
able to have G3 services and G4 services — goodnaygs
knows how many G services in the future.

If the minister would like to comment on that, theduld
be great, but | am going to move on. I'm goingdstthis multi-
tasking abilities here again, and I'm going to asbkther ques-
tion before | sit. We'll go into updates on — ifethminister
could provide a list of projects approved under ¢n¢erprise
trade fund, or the regional economic development for the
strategic industries development fund. Thank you.

Hon. Mr. Dixon: In the line item in the budget the
member has in front of him, under business and simgu
development, you will note the figure of $880,000.

Within that number there are a number of projeotsall
of those funds — the enterprise trade fund, thegesgic indus-
tries development fund, as well as a number of fiiml sound
incentive projects. So there is funding within teigoplemen-
tary budget for some of those projects, and theamrahey are
in this is that they are being revoted, so theylddiave been
approved in the previous year — last fiscal yeaard weren’t
able to be completed in that fiscal year, so thetyrgvoted on
to this year. That's where those are in this supplgary
budget.

| did want to address a few of the comments the lpeem
made about telecommunications again. Within Norstel&s
previous modernization plan they were consideribgeflinked
ultimately up to Dawson. It would be staged overesal years
— first going to Stewart and then carrying on toaBan in a
later year. Some uncertainty has been raised Wwihlecause
of the fact that their modernization plan reliechgavily on the
public benefit money from Bell’'s purchase of Astnahich, as
we have reiterated a number of times, was rejected.

So Northwestel has indicated an interest in extendi
northward to the member’s community and we of ceuvsuld
support that. When it comes to government becorfiiman-
cially involved in an investment, that's something'd have to
consider, based on the project, and we haven't agaoposal
yet from the private sector about what that woolakllike. As
I mentioned, the previous work that was done onpitugect,
which would see us linking with fibre to Skagwawgnged
somewhere in the neighbourhood of $16 million t& #3llion,
depending on the route and use of existing Alagkae. Ob-
viously that’s a very broad range and it's broaddood reason
— there are a number of different options. Oncegeteover to
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Skagway, do you go underwater to Juneau and, iiveat ex-
isting infrastructure do you link into and how ddteall work?

The member opposite also mentioned loops. A lodp, o

course, refers to redundancy; that's why you haveop be-
cause you have a redundant system — so that &the thing.

I don’t have an itemized list of the strategic istties fund
projects, the enterprise trade fund projects oersthbut | can
mention that the enterprise trade fund money thaturrently
being revoted in this budget amounts to $50 mijlibwat's $50
million of that $880 million that he’ll see in tleipplementary
budget. The strategic industries development furgjept is
roughly $328,000 of that $880 million and the fiand sound
incentive program projects amount to about $62,000.

When it comes to those funds, the enterprise thadi@ is
identified as a way to develop and stimulate angpett the
growth of Yukon business activity by focusing ore ttevel-
opment or expansion of external markets, attradtingstment
capital for business and supporting business phgnmharket-
ing and business skills training. The fund has kemessed by
businesses in a wide variety of sectors, includimanufactur-
ing, service, cultural, mining and the film and sdundustries.
Applicants are eligible for up to $50,000 towardrkeging and
investment attraction projects and up to $10,000atd the
development of business plans and for businessniai

So, as the member can appreciate, because thate dum
relatively small numbers, there are a large nunolbéinem so |
won'’t read them out in the House. We have budgstdd,000
for the 2012-13 fiscal year, including the $50,dA0revotes
that are here in the supplementary budget thapijects that
were not completed in the 2011-12 year.

The strategic industries fund is the DepartmenEob-
nomic Development method whereby we are able tatiiye
and explore significant economic development opputies in
the natural resource, tourism and culture and rekeéanova-
tion and commercialization sectors. The strategidustries
development program supports government’s commitnen
foster the development of Yukon's strategic indestrthat
have a potential to increase Yukon’s economic dutpu

One of the funds | do know off the top of my heldttwas
funded into that fund was the knowledge sector eyuthat |
referenced earlier. That was one of the projeaswhas funded
under the strategic industries fund and is actuatlg of the
projects that is in this supplementary budget utigerevotes.

So, | don’t think the member would like me to rethe
very long list of all the different projects, sowlon't bother
doing that, but | hope the information | providadfsed for
his understanding.

Mr. Silver:
for the line-by-line. Moving on to the Yukon busssenominee
program, the business program overview states: “Thkon
business nominee program operates under an agreeviten
the Government of Canada and allows the Governmoént
Yukon to nominate for immigration to Canada thasgividu-
als with proven business skills who want to liveYimkon, and
who want to own and operate a business and maikmificant
contribution to the community.” My question for thanister:

How many people have been approved under the progra
the last five years or in this year — if he had théormation?

Hon. Mr. Dixon: The numbers | have are since 2004
up until September 30 of this year. The total nundfeappli-
cants is 105. The number of recommended work \isakl.
The number of nominated permanent residents i€abadian
immigration approved nominations was 16. The numdfer
plans actually implemented in Yukon is 24, so | é&dpose
numbers are the ones that the member oppositeers af

Mr. Silver: | appreciate the short answers to short
questions. That’s great.

What has the uptake on the Yukon small businesssiav
ment tax credit been this year?

Hon. Mr. Dixon: The small business investment tax
credit encourages Yukoners to invest in small Yukorpora-
tions. The program allows Yukoners who invest iigible
Yukon businesses to receive an income tax creditvalgnt to
25 percent of their investment costs, short pureh&nce its
inception in 1999, the program has assisted ninkoNWusi-
nesses to raise just over $8.1 million. The progisatimited to
small businesses in Yukon with assets up to $2%omilThe
program’s objectives are to make small Yukon bigsee share
offerings more competitive, to help small Yukon inesses to
expand and grow, to help diversify the economy mdssist
Yukoners to invest in businesses in Yukon. Eligitéenpanies
can make share offerings of up to $800,000 a yeat,Yukon-
ers who purchase those shares will receive an iadascredit
of 25 percent of the purchase cost. The total valushares
offered by all companies under the program in ang gear
cannot exceed $4 million, thus capping Yukon gomesnt’s
exposure at $1 million in income tax credits pearye

The program is administered on a first-come, festved
basis. From its 1999 inception to March 31, 201204 mil-
lion worth of tax credits were issued under thegpam. No
credits have been issued in the 2012-13 fiscal yedar.

The businesses approved for share offerings uhéepro-
gram from 1999 to 2012 as of August 31 raised al tof
$8,150,079. The company that subscribes to thigrpro the
most, it looks like, was Air North, | do know thair North did
have another offering fairly recently. |1 know ttemnumber of
Yukoners have investments in Air North through tisgram.
But to answer the member opposite’s question, thave been
no credits issued in the 2012-13 fiscal year so far

Mr. Silver: Like many other Yukoners, | am waiting
for Air North to offer that again.

I'd also like to ask a question. | had a numbemgf con-

Thank you. We can leave the rest of thatstituents raising the idea of devolution of Yukoovgrnment

jobs to rural Yukon as an economic developmenteistithis
something that the minister feels the governmestdume any
research on that he is willing to share with us/ands this
something that he is willing to investigate in e as the
Minister of Economic Development?

Hon. Mr. Dixon: Obviously the Department of Eco-
nomic Development is a fairly small department. Wave
challenges with connectivity among our departmestitais
with our four locations across Whitehorse. But vagén’t con-
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sidered, at this point, any further decentralizativan we have
already within our department.

Mr. Silver:
Development, the minister spoke of his knowledge ttod
Klondike Development Organization and it was adyusery
impressive as a not-for-profit organization dedddato the
economic development of the Klondike region, argb @heir
integral role as a link to the private sector whasrking for-
ward with regard to local solutions to developmesues. |
would like to give the minister another opportunitgw to give
us an update on any correspondence or informatiarirgy or
initiatives on a local or territorial level to adds rural eco-
nomic development that the department is coopeyatith the
KDO on currently or even since the last time wedksed this
organization.

Hon. Mr. Dixon: Unfortunately on my last trip to
Dawson | wasn't able to meet with the KDO, but | amst
certainly interested in that. | haven’t had a cleattcpersonally
speak with or meet folks associated with the Kleaddevel-
opment Organization yet, but it'll certainly be agpity for me
the next time I'm in Dawson. | have had the chatxeneet
with the chair or president — I'm not sure what thke is —
the head of the Dawson City Chamber of Commerdeok
forward to visiting with her again. She did invitee up to
Dawson this winter for some sort of hockey gamevakn't
clear on the details, but maybe the member oppdsitavs
more than | do about that. I'd be happy to meeh e Klon-
dike Development Organization on my next trip toABan if
scheduling permits and if it works for the orgatiza.

Essentially 1 don’'t have any new information bassad
what the member said. In 2011-12, Economic Devetpm
provided funding under two contribution agreementsn the
regional economic development fund. The projeces still
ongoing and are focused on the development of eximno
planning tools and developing regional economicacép to
strengthen the local economy and obtain secondzoganic
benefits from large resource projects. Of courseinvihe de-
partment continue to provide economic developmeppert to
the Klondike region to encourage economic growtth appor-
tunities that benefit all Yukoners.

| would say that also, within the Regional EconorbDie-
velopment branch, staff maintains a very positigkationship
with businesses in the Klondike region and, of seumwe en-
gage with the north Yukon business advisory outredo
which we contract out the delivery of that programseven
communities, including Old Crow, Dawson, Mayo, FaGar-
macks, Pelly Crossing and Ross River. The progremwiges
mentorship and guidance in business planning, basidevel-
opment, marketing strategies and other relatechbasiactivi-
ties to new and experienced entrepreneurs.

That program strives to improve the viability anebffi-
ability of existing businesses and encourage aaotlitéde new
business starts and expansion of existing busiaegg®proxi-
mately 100 businesses have accessed the programisivas
initiated in 2005.

The department initiated business counselling aotre
services in north Yukon in 2005, as | said. As sulteof the

northern economic partnership agreement signechéyGov-
ernment of Yukon and First Nations in July 2004 epart-

During last spring’s debate in Economic ment of Economic Development issued a request fmpgsals

to provide north Yukon business advisory outreaetvises.
That contract has currently been awarded to MagitBusiness
Consulting, which secured the contract in June 2Uh&t con-
tract expires on March 31, 2014. | have met thetlgeran

from Maritime Business Consulting, and if he’s m@ofellow

graduate of St. Francis Xavier University, he'staiaty from

Nova Scotia. | can’t remember which it is. But titgective of
that program is to improve the viability and prafitlity of

existing businesses and encourage and facilitate mesiness
starts or expansion of existing businesses.

The services include instruction and guidance gasrof
business planning and business development; bgstoessel-
ling, which includes business financial planningl dusiness
management. It also includes assistance in devejdpisiness
plans; marketing plans; market research; identifygources of
business financing; preparation and presentatiooaf or
funding applications to institutions or investons;person and
on-site service delivery; provision of services ao®rdinated
and delivered through the First Nation and municgmvern-
ment offices in Old Crow, Dawson and Mayo; commiesitire
visited once a month, at a minimum, based on demand

The department has budgeted $100,000 for busiress c
selling services for 2012-13, and that was appraaatier this
year in our last sitting with the approval of thelget.

To answer the member’s question, there is nothew to
report, in terms of specifically relating to theoldtike Devel-
opment Organization. As I've said, | remain vergopo meet-
ing with those folks and, if they are interested;duld offer to
meet with them the next time I'm in Dawson.

Chair: Is there any further general debate on Eco-
nomic Development, Vote 7? We're going to go fordvapw
to line by line, starting on page 4-4.

On Operation and Maintenance Expenditures

On Business and Industry Development

Ms. Stick: I'm sorry — could you clarify which page?
Chair: 4-4.
Ms. Stick: Sorry. | just wondered if we could

have a breakdown of that, please.

Hon. Mr. Dixon: The Business and Industry Devel-
opment portion of thisSupplementary Estimates No.is] of
course, $880,000.

This represents revotes and approvals for the \iatig
projects, not completed by the 2011-12 fiscal yma:
$50,000 for enterprise trade fund third-party bassprojects;
$328,000 for strategic industries development fymdjects;
$62,000 for film and sound incentive program prtged’ukon
College, Yukon Cold Climate Innovation Centre potge
$49,000; for the northern strategy e-commerce ptaijéth the
Council of Yukon First Nations, $129,000; the conmity ac-
cess program projects, $137,000; the Yukon Infoonatech-
nology Industry Society’s sector strategic plan,jolhl men-
tioned at length earlier, is $115,000; and the YuRket Society
visual arts strategy is $10,000. | would note thader the film
and sound incentive program projects, that onéhefprrojects
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is — within those film and sound incentive progranojects,
there are a number of projects. Under the filmnirej incen-
tive fund there are two projects totalling just 0$5,000. Un-
der the Yukon filmmakers fund, there are 11 prgjeotalling
around $25,000.

| would point out that one of them is, of courde short

film Fragments which I've mentioned in this House before.

It's a project done by some local filmmakers, ahdt tproject
was the first Yukon-based feature film project tmwhe Jim
Murphy Filmmakers Bursary out of the National Scréesti-
tute. That film,Fragmentsis in the National Screen Institute’'s
Features First project from producer Michael Vernaho is
local to Whitehorse; writer/director David Hamelmd Neal
Macdonald who are from Marsh Lake and Whitehorespec-
tively. As | said, it was the Jim Murphy FilmmakeBsirsary
winner for last year. The $3,000 bursary, which wesently
increased from $2,500, was presented annuallyfitmmaking
team going through the NSI Features First traimiogrse with
an incentive marketing plan for their project. Jurphy was
the first NSI Features First program manager umslpassing
in April 2007. The NSI Features First is a trainiogurse for
writer/director/producer teams working on theisfior second
feature film. All of the teams presented plans.

Anyway, Fragmentsis a gritty horror film, loosely based
on true events that give the zombie genre a duiidi.

Total Operation and Maintenance Expenditures in the
amount of $2,000,000 agreed to

On Capital Expenditures

On Business and Industry Development

On Dana Naye Ventures - Business Development Pnogra

Dana Naye Ventures - Business Development Prognam i
the amount of $43,000 agreed to

On Community Development Trust — Yukon Entrepreneur
Support Program

Ms. Stick: | was just wondering if we could have a bit
of a description on that, please.

Hon. Mr. Dixon: The Yukon entrepreneur support
program is a project run through the Yukon Colleghjch
provides entrepreneurial support for students. @mount of
$81,000 is listed there. It's training and assistato businesses
or individuals in the early planning stages of thmisiness. So
it's one of the ways that we help the developmédrihe small
and medium enterprise sector of Yukon’s economyptmyid-
ing entrepreneurial training. We have seen a nunatberery
successful individuals and businesses come ouhaif pro-
gram.

As I'm sure all members of this House will appréejave
have a very strong sense of entrepreneurial dpirbe terri-
tory. A lot of our history relates back to the deyenent of
small businesses, a few select businesses haveabaamnd for

When a meteor crashes in a small Yukon town juist th a very long time, and I think the character andonjsof Yukon

side of Whitehorse, the young, career-driven asgifogist,
Erin Steele, is thrust back to the hometown shaddrzed. It's
loosely based on the meteor that struck on theheoutLakes
several years ago. I've seen a clip of it on-liaed | think the
term “gritty horror film” is apropos here. It isdeed quite a
gritty film, but it is one of the recipients of tHémmaker's
fund that is included in this supplementary budget.

There is one project under the film production futhet
amounts to just under $10,000, and that is Coladise Pro-
ductions, which documents the experience of thipiRd im-
migrants to the Yukon and discusses some of thertypities
and challenges that the Filipino community has grpeed in
Yukon. | know that a number of members of this Hougere
able to attend the screening of that, including Mirister of
Education and | believe some member —

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

Hon. Mr. Dixon:
to attend that film. | understand it was very ieting.

There are 13 projects under the sound recordingd, fto:
talling just over $21,600, so the total for therfiand sound
incentive programs is $62,000. | think that is atfyr detailed
breakdown of that for the member opposite.

Oh, the Premier, as well, was able

have certainly been shaped by that entreprenespial.

This is one of the ways that we encourage Yukorers
both young and old, but obviously young entreprenaspe-
cially — to get involved in the development of @ie sector
businesses and benefit from what we would genecdirac-
terize as a fairly strong economy currently.

So it's an opportunity for Yukoners to engage ie ftri-
vate sector and tap into the opportunities thataaaglable to
Yukoners currently. We have seen fairly strong ecoie indi-
cators for the Yukon lately, and | think it's a yespportune
time for Yukoners to engage in these sorts of Eogrto get a
better understanding of how best they can engadebanefit
from the economic development that we've seen tiverast
several years. The project itself has a numbeeatufes to it,
but | don’t need to get into the details thereopé that answers
the member opposite’s question.

Community Development Trust — Yukon Entrepreneur
Support Program in the amount of $81,000 agreed to

On Total of Other Capital

Total of Other Capital Expenditures in the amouhtnd
cleared

Total Capital Expenditures in the amount of $12400

Business and Industry Development in the amount of agreed to

$880,000 agreed to
On Regional Economic Development

Regional Economic Development in the amount of

$1,120,000 agreed to

On Total of Other Operation and Maintenance

Total of Other Operation and Maintenance in the anto
of nil cleared

Chair: Vote 7, Department of Economic Develop-
ment, has concluded.
Department of Economic Development agreed to

Chair: We are going to continue with Vote 2, page 2-
3, Executive Council Office.

Committee of the Whole will recess for 10 minutdsiles
we shift officials.
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Recess

Chair:
der.

Executive Council Office

Chair:
Second Appropriation Act, 2012-13Ve will begin general
debate in Vote 2, Executive Council Office.

Hon. Mr. Pasloski:
brief comments that detail the requests for suppleary funds
for the Executive Council Office. As is often thase during
the fiscal year, there are requirements for adjastsnand ex-
penditure plans to match the progress of activitethe de-
partment. Most of the items identified in this slgopentary
relate to these kinds of adjustments.

There are two new items included in this supplemrgnt
The first, noted in both the O&M expenditure andoeery
votes under the program area entitled Commissisreffice,
is an increase of $8,000.

This reflects a new administrative arrangement wfita
federal Department of Aboriginal Affairs and NontheDevel-
opment that will consolidate all of the budget fomvel and
support for the Office of the Commissioner intoiregte finan-

In the capital vote, there are increases reflefethe fol-
lowing: office furniture and equipment expensesoeisged

Committee of the Whole will now come to or- with relocation of the Development Assessment Hrafnom

the Elijah Smith Building and information and teology
equipment and systems associated with the continlese!-
opment of the on-line registry application for tfiekon Water

The matter before the Committee is Bill No. 7, Board Secretariat. In the capital vote, there $o @ decrease

under building maintenance, renovations and spabgh is
for the renovations that will allow consolidatiohaonumber of

It's my pleasure to provide some offices into the main administrative building.

With these brief comments, | would be happy to arsw
any questions on the Executive Council Office sapm@ntary
estimates. Thank you.

Ms. Hanson: | thank the member opposite for that
quick review of the supplementary estimates for dbxige
Council Office. | too have a few questions — judew. With
respect to the land claims and implementation Bexe of
$90,000 — in my understanding, this is not a reviite sim-
ply an increase of required funds for this fisozhy

| heard it mentioned that it commenced last fisesr, so
I'm trying to ascertain the amount that was spest fiscal
year and what the total amount is that is projedtetbe ex-
pended on development of these consultation prt#oco

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: This is a revote from last year's

cial framework managed by Government of Yukon. Thisfunding.

change is in response to a request from the Coronesand
will offer his office more efficient accounting presses for
eligible travel and communication support costs.

The amount for this year reflects the administeatihange
becoming effective partway through the fiscal y&&ommenc-
ing in the next budget, the full amount of $15,8G0 be re-
flected in the Executive Council Office in both exyliture and
recovery votes.

Ms. Hanson: So is that a confirmation that $90,000 is
the entire cost for the negotiation of these cdasioh proto-
cols?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: | believe this isn't the total
amount. In fact, | believe there was an additioaalount to
Liard First Nations previous to this, but | will @tk to confirm.

Ms. Hanson: So | take that as an undertaking that
we’ll get the complete amount for the participatiohWhite

The second new item included under the program Lan&iver and Liard First Nations for their particigatiin the ne-

Claims and Implementation is a request for spendintority
in the amount of $25,000 for a contribution to bade to the
Truth and Reconciliation Commission toward the aifsh re-
gional event that will be offered to Yukoners inrlga2013.
This request for support was received this fall #ns supple-
mentary is the first opportunity to request auttyaid enter into
a new contribution.

All of the other elements of this supplementary Execu-
tive Council Office reflect, as | mentioned at theginning of
my comments, adjustments since the beginning of/¢lae due
to changes in program activities. | will summairizese briefly:
in the operation and maintenance vote, there imenease for
the development of consultation protocols with \WhRiver
First Nation and Liard First Nation. This work comnted in
the previous year and is continued in this fisesry

In this vote, there are also decreases for theviatig: a
revised project schedule for the Bureau of Stasistivork on
follow-up activities related to the national houskehsurvey
and census in 2011, and this work will now be spr@eer this
year and next; land claim implementation activiteesd de-
partments; Water Board expenses due to partialyeeancies
in membership and reduced expenses for the yoatfetship
activity program.

gotiation of these consultation protocols.

Could the minister confirm if there’s a target dedecom-
pletion of these consultation protocols with thege First Na-
tions?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: There is not an anticipated com-
pletion of these consultation protocol agreemeit&e are
hopeful to be able to do this as expediently asiptess Some-
times what can deter this would be impending cawattons,
which would also defer the opportunity to move fards with
this.

Ms. Hanson: With respect to the Water Board Secre-
tariat, | understand that the reduction in expemdithere is
because of vacancies for the partial year. Caminéster con-
firm that appointments have been made? I'm seekdmgirma-
tion that the Water Board is at full complement.

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: There is currently still one va-
cancy on the Water Board. One position was recditlidg in
early September. It was a position with a nomimafiom the
federal government and there still exists one vegat this
time.

Ms. Hanson: Two parts to the question: Can the min-
ister confirm that nomination rests with the Fixstion or the
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territorial government? And is there a job desaipfor Water
Board appointees?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: The vacancy right now is a
Yukon government vacancy, and I'm sorry, | didn&tghe
second half of your question.

Ms. Hanson: My question was, is there in place a job
description with the criteria by which the Yukonvgonment in
making its determination of who to recommend fopapt-
ment to the Water Board will be assessing appl&arBo is
there a job description, essentially, assessméstiarfor any-
body who — this is a quasi-judicial board. It plas incredi-
bly important role in the territory, so I'm curiows to what
criteria the Government of Yukon uses to assessnfiat can-
didates for the appointment.

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: There is a description of the du-
ties that board members are responsible for tdlftheir obli-
gations as board members and it is within thatexdrthat peo-
ple are aware of that prior to submitting namesdamnsidera-
tion.

Ms. Hanson: | have been involved in the screening of
similar applications for the same board on anothevern-
ment’s perspectives. With respect to the Youth Qomate, if
the minister could provide us an explanation athéonature of
the youth leadership activity program. My underdtag is that
there is a lack of capacity issue in several conitimsnand is it
the role of the Youth Directorate to try to enhatioe capacity
of these communities in terms of getting betterakptand is
this the first time that there has been a lapsinfymds in this
area?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: Thank you. | don'’t believe it’s the
first time that there has been a lapsing of fuldlat this is, as
the member opposite has described, is the limitedber of
communities that didn’t apply for the funding thtaey were
able to apply for. As such, it has been undersiliisgifor this
year to the total of $25,000.

We continue to work with each community. As you end
stand, each community is slightly unique in terrhthe people
that they have, and there are some wonderful penmach of
the communities who give of their time to see thddrment of
the youth within their communities. Every time | gdo the
communities — I'm thinking just now of a couple tfe
speeches that | heard at the Mayo grad, | beliEveir keynote
speaker was a person who had been responsibledmation
within the community for many, many years. The kidsre
graduating. He had known them since they startédacin
grade 1, so | think there are some wonderful peopkach of
the communities and we do what we can to help stippem.

| would like to also note that the communities haweil
the end of the year to apply for the funding. Wihaitehis point
there hasn’t been an uptake to the amount spedfiexsbme of
the communities, they still have an opportunityltothat.

Madam Chair, seeing the time | move that you repoot
gress.

Chair: It has been moved by Mr. Pasloski that the
Chair report progress.

Motion agreed to

Hon. Mr. Cathers:
resume the Chair.

Chair: It has been moved by Mr. Cathers that the
Speaker do now resume the Chair.

Motion agreed to

I move that the Speaker do now

Speaker resumes the Chair

Speaker: | will now call the House to order.
May the House have a report from the Chair of Cottemi
of the Whole?

Chair’s report

Ms. McLeod: Mr. Speaker, Committee of the Whole
has considered Bill No. 7, entitlésiecond Appropriation Act,
2012-13 and directed me to report progress on it.

Speaker: You have heard the report of the Chair of
Committee of the Whole. Are you agreed?

Some Hon. Members:  Agreed.

Speaker: | declare the report carried.

Hon. Mr. Cathers:
journ.

Speaker: It has been moved by the Government House
Leader that the House do now adjourn.

Motion agreed to

| move that the House do now ad-

Speaker:
tomorrow.

This House stands adjourned until 1:00 p.m.

The House adjourned at 5:27 p.m.



