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Yukon Legislative Assembly “Tolerance is not concession, condescension orgiedice
Whitehorse, Yukon tolerance fosters knowledge, openness, communicatod
Thursday, November 15, 2012 — 1:00 p.m. freedom of thought, conscience, and belief.”
“Tolerance contributes to the replacement of theuoei of
Speaker: I will now call the House to order. We will war by a culture of peace.”
proceed at this time with prayers. “In no circumstance can the use of the word tolezane
for justifying infringements on fundamental values.
Prayers “... the practice of tolerance does not mean toleratf

social injustice or the abandonment or weakeningnafs con-
DAILY ROUTINE _ o _ victions. It means that one is free to adhere ®®pwn con-
Speaker:  We will proceed at this time with the Order vyictions and accepts that others adhere to th&ioserance

Paper. means accepting the fact that human beings — rigtudia
Tributes. verse in their appearance, situation, speech, hbalmravand
TRIBUTES values — have the figh_t to live in peace z?md bthayg are-”. It
also means that one’s views are not to be imposeathers.
In recognition of International Day for Tolerance In our modern world, tolerance is more essentiahtaver
Ms. White: | rise on behalf of the Assembly to pay before in this age, marked by the globalizatiorhaf economy

tribute to November 16 as the International DayTolerance. ~ and by the world’s rapidly increasing mobility, amdthis age
In 1993, the Assembly of the United Nations prookal  Of large-scale migrations and displacement of patprs, ur-
that 1995 would be the United Nations Year for Tatee. In  banization, and changing social patterns. Sinceyepart of
November 1996, the United Nations educational nsifie, and  the world is characterized by diversity, escalatiniglerance
cultural organizations met together in Paris te@as the issues and strife potentially menace every region and yeperson. It
of the day. It was a lofty agenda. is not confined to any one country, but it is abglbthreat. In
With ongoing world crises, the assembled memberdema commemorating the International Day for Toleransienply
the decision to take the spirit of tolerance o stirther and ~ said, “Let us recognize our differences and cetetttzem.”
invited member states to observe the Internatibasl for Tol-
erance on November 16 each year. Speaker: Introduction of visitors.
One of the purposes of the United Nations, asah n
the Charter, is for the achievement of “...internadio co- INTRODUCTION OF VISITORS

operation in solving international problems of acomomic, “Hon. Mr. Dixon: I would like to ask members to join
social. cultural. or humanitarian character...” me in welcoming a now-former constituent, alsoaieg con-

In support of that ideal, the UN is tasked with tender for rookie of the year for the Whitehorsectieational

« ..promoting and encouraging respect for human sgind Hockey League, Mr. Jonathon Rudolph.

for fundamental freedoms for all without distingtias to race, Applause

sex, language, or religion.” . . .
The UNESCO Assembly in 1996 reconfirmed that toler- Speaker: Are there any further introductions of visi-

ance is the sound foundation of any civil societyl a corner-  10rs? _

stone in its desire for peace. Their goal was tcoerage re- Are there any returns or documents for tabling?

spect, dialogue and cooperation among differertires, civi-  TABLING RETURNS AND DOCUMENTS
lizations and peoples. THeeclaration of Principles on Toler- Ms. Hanson: | have for tabling the January 1997

ance states that: “Tolerance is the responsibility thpholds
P y 10 memorandum of agreement among the Government obrv,uk

human r|ghts...dechracy gnd the rule O.f Iaw.' It..rErfﬁ"the the Council of Yukon First Nations, Yukon First Mats, the
standards set out in international human rightstinsents. . . .
Kaska Dena Council and the Kaska Tribal Council.

Tolerance fosters “...knowledge, openness, communica-
tion and freedom of thought, conscience and bélief.

“Tolerance is respect, acceptance and appreciatiche
rich diversity of our world’s cultures, our...’diffent’...forms
of expression and ways of being human.”

“Tolerance is harmony in difference.”

Tolerance “...is not only a moral duty, it is als@alitical PETITIONS
and legal requirement. Tolerance, the virtue thakes peace

Speaker:  Are there any other returns or documents for
tabling?

Are there any reports of committees?

Are there any petitions?

Petition No. 5 — response

possible...” . -
“Tolerance is, above all, an active attitude progdpby a Hon. Mr. Cathers: | rise today to respond to Petition

recognition of the universal human rights and fundatal No. 5, which was presented to this House on Oct8be012.

freedoms of others. Petition No. 5 asks the government to take the ssrg meas-

ures to ensure that backup diesel generation dajEbestab-
lished near Tagish with sufficient capacity to dypihe Car-
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cross-Tagish area. The area in question is senvimedhe
Yukon Electrical Company. In its 2008-09 gener&é r@oplica-
tion, Yukon Electrical Company Limited proposed thstalla-
tion of a 1.5-megawatt backup diesel generatortlier Car-
cross-Tagish area at a cost to ratepayers of $omilThis
proposal was considered by the Yukon Utilities Bigavhich
heard evidence from experts and the Yukon publithenpro-
posed plan.

The Yukon Utilities Board is an independent, quasi-
judicial board that is responsible for approvingital opera-
tion and maintenance costs for all regulated igditThe board
is also responsible for ensuring that all utiligsts insured by
utilities and passed on to customers are in the ibtegests of
Yukon ratepayers. Based on the evidence presethied,ukon
Utilities Board was not convinced that the Carcrgeserator
was the best option at the time to mitigate outagdke Car-
cross-Tagish area; therefore, the board did notcaepthe pro-
posed Carcross diesel unit in the Yukon Electricampany
Limited rate base.

Accordingly, the board directed Yukon Electrical ico
pany Limited at the time of its next general rapplecation to
study the initiatives that similar utilities nortti 60 are under-
taking to address reliability concerns and to itigase alterna-
tive options to the proposed diesel generator, elsas to pre-
sent its business case respecting the generatat,tifat time
Yukon Electrical Company Limited still consideretiallation
of such a generator as the preferred option tagatii reliabil-
ity concerns in the area. A general rate applicatiom Yukon
Electrical Company Limited is expected in the rmi-tlistant
future. Yukon Electrical Company Limited has implemed a
number of other options, which have improved betfety and
reliability, including brushing, right-of-way widérg, line-
rerouting and whole replacements.

Both the Yukon Electrical Company Ltd. and the Ymko
Utilities Board are committed to finding the besiwion to
ensure reliable, cost-effective power to the comitgyusf Car-
cross-Tagish, and my colleagues and | in this gowent re-
spect the role of the Yukon Utilities Board anddiscision to
ensure the most cost-effective means of supplyelighie
power to all Yukon communities. All costs must baidoby
someone and new assets included in the rate base aba
cost to those ratepayers. We are confident tha¥then Elec-
trical Company Ltd. and the Yukon Utilities Boardlvensure
that the community of Carcross-Tagish continuegeteive
safe and reliable electrical service while protagtyukon rate-
payers from unnecessary expenses.

Speaker: My apologies. | should have introduced you
as the minister responsible for the Yukon Developin@orpo-
ration and the Yukon Energy Corporation. My mind gbead
of me.

Are there any petitions to be presented?

Are there any bills to be introduced?

Are there any notices of motion?

NOTICES OF MOTION
Ms. Stick: | give natice of the following motion:

THAT it is the opinion of this House that a Yukdwirg

wage would:

(1) eliminate the need for a minimum wage;

(2) reduce social assistance costs;

(3) reduce the need for food banks; and

(4) lift individuals and families above the povelitye.

Speaker: Is there a statement by a minister?
This brings us to Question Period.

QUESTION PERIOD
Question re: Oil and Gas Act amendments

Ms. Hanson: Two weeks ago we suggested the gov-
ernment could avoid confrontation and conflict kot tabling
amendments to th@il and Gas Act and by consulting with all
Yukoners. The government refused. This morning wardh
Grand Chief Massie on the CBC clearly explaining tionse-
quences should the Yukon Party unilaterally brdak 1997
memorandum of agreement with the Kaska and the ¢looi
Yukon First Nations. This agreement and the congentision
of the Oil and Gas Act respected the rights of non-settled
Yukon First Nations in exchange for Yukon gettirggponsi-
bility for oil and gas development from Ottawa. Yulers have
benefited from this.

Will the Premier take this opportunity to stand apd
withdraw the amendments to t# and Gas Act and return to
consultation and dialogue rather than this patlcarifronta-
tion?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: We believe Yukon resources be-
long to all Yukon residents. For over 10 years &eehworked
to come to an agreement with the Kaska, with therd.iand
Ross River First Nations, with regard to opportiesitand eco-
nomic development in the Liard Basin.

It has been 10 years and in excess of $1 millic2taonil-
lion during that time. We believe that we shoulelatrall First
Nations equally and we will continue to ensure thatconsult
and accommodate, as defined in our agreements rardei
Umbrella Final Agreement. Certainly, this government has
continued to exceed those requirements.

Ms. Hanson: It's not all about money. Breaking
agreements leads to confrontation and suspicions dbes
damage relationships with First Nation governmeitss, in
turn, undermines investment, which in turn hurtssjand busi-
nesses — in fact, all Yukoners. Unilaterally biiegkcon-
tracts, bulldozing ahead with legislation, and gsan limited
and flawed consultation process as cover are resldetions of
a government that does not seem to understancetimisness
of the fight they are picking. Will the Premier shoeal leader-
ship and direct his Minister of Energy, Mines argsBurces to
withdraw Bill No. 49,Act to Amend the Oil and Gas Act, 2012?

Hon. Mr. Pasloski: Mr. Speaker, as | said yesterday,
we certainly won't be taking advice from the NDP emhit
comes to the economy, because the record is veay il terms
of their guidance and what they've done historicallhen
they've been the government in power.

This government continues to work with First Nasiarol-
laboratively throughout every department that weeh&ecent
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developments: the Minister of Education signingripattite
agreement, the MOU, with Yukon First Nations and @ov-
ernment of Canada in regard to an action plan it Nation
education; the sharing of resource revenues witst Nations
that we've come to an agreement on and look forv@ual for-
mal signing agreement; the agreement with the Nénief
Health and Social Services and the Kwanlin DuntRiation
in terms of child services.

We have intergovernmental forums — the Yukon Forum

that | mentioned — an MOU with Kwanlin Dun in term$

looking at affordable land for development with tRiest Na-

tion — the list goes on and on. This governmenttrioutes

millions of dollars every year to First Nations,eovand above
their obligations in support of First Nations ameit capacity
building and in support of their communities.

Ms. Hanson:
as he wants, but the path the government has takiereaking
agreements, failing to consult, and creating corifition ig-
nores the voices of Yukoners, aboriginal and noorignal
alike. It is a provocation to First Nation govermitg it is le-
gally risky at best, and it is a waste of taxpayeraney.

Again, will the Premier do the right thing and ckedlia-
logue over confrontation and withdraw the amendsémtthe
Oil and Gas Act?

Hon. Mr. Cathers: What the Leader of the NDP con-
sistently fails to reflect in her statements testhiouse is the
fact that the government spent over 10 years wgrlith the
Kaska on this area, working with Liard First Nati@nd pro-
viding them with millions of dollars to resourcesthparticipa-
tion in those conversations. The Liard First Natizas eager to
see oil and gas development in that area, includimgll of its
interim protected land east of Toobally Lakes ptothe point
in this year when, in attempting to receive moreneobeyond
the government’s obligation on other files, theformed gov-
ernment that they were withdrawing from any distuss
aimed at oil and gas in that area and would becésteg their
veto.

Again, | must emphasize and remind the member —
Liard First Nation was eager and approached thieiguonent
early in its mandate to try and open up oil anddgselopment
opportunities in southeast Yukon with them as aetgper on
land east of Toobally Lakes and to have the abibtyid on
other government parcels. So the member’s factsareor-
rect. We believe Yukon resources belong to all Yukiizens
and that it is only fair to all Yukoners to stardiae the consul-
tation requirements with all First Nations and gise the three
First Nations who have not concluded land claimyeto,
which the NDP gave them.

Question re:  Shaw satellite dishes on YHC housing
Mr. Barr: Now that the CBC's over-the-air TV

broadcast has been cancelled, some Yukoners aessaxs
Shaw cable company’s local television satelliteusoh. This
is a CRTC-mandated service that allows eligiblédesgs to be
set up for continued free access to CBC TV andrdihsic and
local programming. People have told me that Yukarusing
Corporation denied some residents permission fetailation
of the satellite dish needed for the Shaw senésen though

other tenants supposedly already have dishes letstah the
property.

Two months ago | wrote the minister responsible for
Yukon Housing Corporation and asked them to firsblaition.
One month ago, the minister replied that he haedasthe cor-
poration to review this matter. Does the ministesponsible
for Yukon Housing Corporation now have an answer His
tenants?

Hon. Mr. Kent: I do recall the letter sent by the
member opposite and the response | sent back to Asmof
right now, | haven't heard back from the Housingiwation
on this issue.

Mr. Barr: Many Yukoners care about continued ac-
cess to CBC TV. Cuts in services have the greatgsact on
low- and fixed-income people in our communities.eTgap

The Premier can try to deflect as muchbetween rich and poor is growing during this tinieconomic

insecurity. That is why on July 1, | wrote an opetter to Yuk-
oners about the Shaw offer to supply free programgnd eli-
gible Yukoners who apply before November 30, 20I8e
Shaw offer is time-limited; in order to take advage of it,
tenants need to know immediately if Shaw can ihthal satel-
lite dish needed to service their home. Given tlageeonly two
weeks remaining to take advantage of the Shaw,offdélrthe
minister immediately instruct Yukon Housing Corpara to
allow the installation of a Shaw satellite dish féukoners
whose application is accepted by Shaw?

Hon. Mr. Kent: Again, as | mentioned, | did receive
the letter from the member opposite, did respond Bm
happy to work with him. I'm sure that the Yukon Hing Cor-
poration board members will hear Question Periathyoand |
can get an answer as soon as possible. I'm happyito with
the member opposite on this issue that's not ordgrecern for
Yukon Housing Corporation clients, but I'm sure @mber of
Yukoners.

Question re:
Mr. Silver:

Mine training
All this week I've been raising questions

thgbout how this government is responding to conctrasnin-

ing industry raised in its 2011 annual report. dustry has a
number of worries including this government’s cunsoene
regulatory process and its inability to keep padh we infra-
structure needs of mining companies that want tdukiness

in the Yukon. Industry is also concerned with fimglia skilled
Yukon workforce and so is the Premier, who tdlee Wall
Street Journal this summer that temporary workers are mostly
flying in from elsewhere in Canada, and | quotehé&y come

to Yukon and they work here and then they taker thminey
and their taxes elsewhere.”

What is the government doing to address this spertd
skilled workers, a problem even the Premier adméseed to
work on?

Hon. Mr. Kent: With respect to addressing the skilled
labour shortage, in the spring we passed a motia the
Member for Klondike put forward on one of our ptiganem-
bers’ days and it was unanimously accepted. Omg tiiat has
happened in the meantime is a report from YukorieQel on
the centre for northern innovation in mining. Theras a study
funded by the Department of Economic Developmend an
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CanNor. It is anticipated that this centre will égtate and
house all mining and exploration-related trainingpgrams
within the territory. I'm pleased to say that owvgrnment has
endorsed this as the model moving forward. We lfwokard

to using it as a vehicle to train Yukoners, supmetad by the
immigration aspects and other aspects to deal thighskilled

labour shortage, particularly in the mining indystr

Mr. Silver: Mr. Speaker, | appreciate the minister's
commitments here. The industry has made a numbsuggfes-
tions in the 2011 report, with a view to see Yukesidents and
communities benefit. This summer the Premier organaad-
mitted to The Wall Street Journal that a great deal of wage
benefits from our mining industry are being enjogdsewhere
in Canada. Once again, the quote: “They come toYilieon
and they work here and then they take their momel taeir
taxes elsewhere.”

Yukoners are not getting these high-paid jobs bezduey
are not being properly trained. As the ministeuddd to,
Yukon College is currently spearheading the creatiba cen-
tre of northern innovation in mining. One of itsad®is to in-
crease the 53- percent rate of local employmentimmines by
training Yukoners for skilled industry employmergportuni-
ties. What is the government doing to make thiggautdoecome
a reality in terms of real funding opportunities?

Hon. Mr. Kent: As | mentioned in my previous an-
swer, the government has endorsed the centre ftinara in-
novation in mining concept. The Department of Ediocahas
partnered with Yukon College to fund the executilireector
position, and we’re now seeking funding sourcemtike that
project a reality.

The problem that the member opposite speaks tonges
thing that is not unique to the Yukon. For instgntiberta has
59,000 unfilled trades jobs. Even in the membeidsné in
Nova Scotia a number of people from that area efdbuntry
travel to Alberta to work and then travel home. Whe're
looking at through a number of initiatives is paring with the
Minister of Economic Development on the retentiapects,
and we’re trying to convince those Canadians wi®teavel-
ling in from other jurisdictions to work in our nimg industry
to move to the Yukon. Many of us have settled i@ Yukon
over the past number of years for a number of regsand we
want to promote the lifestyle and the opportunities those
workers and their families to relocate to the Yulord make
this territory their home.

Mr. Silver: Just to correct the minister responsible:
my home is Dawson City. | want to see Yukoners fiefrem
the jobs that come with the mining industry. We 'tovant a
continuation of the fly-in/fly-out situation thatewfind our-
selves in now and have half of the workforce comeenfOut-
side. As a teacher, | know what the stock is hecally. | know
that we have the ability. The only thing missinghti now is a
commitment from this government to funding.

YMAB firmly recommends a coordinated, collaborative
approach by adapting the Yukon government regardiveg
mining training and the technology developmentia Yukon.

They don't believe the government is currently dpin
enough in that capacity. Another question beingedskVhere
will all this training take place? We need an achualding; we
need a commitment to an actual facility — an achualding.
Is there something the government is looking atenity so
that we could actually see funding in place fortsadacility?

Hon. Mr. Kent: My apologies to the Member for
Klondike. | know Dawson is his home, but | know hi®ts are
firmly planted in Atlantic Canada.

As | mentioned, the centre for northern innovaiiomin-
ing is something that the government endorses.eTaer some
operation and maintenance aspects to the develdpofiehis
centre. | should say that one of the exciting thimdpout the
centre, and one of the things that grabbed usgm@rnment,
was industry’s involvement. This centre is designedrain
Yukoners for real opportunities in the mining inttys— op-
portunities that are identified by industry.

We have a commitment to move forward with this oent
and the different aspects of training that theywting to pro-
vide Yukoners. We have a commitment to look toanthose
Canadians who are travelling here from other juctsshs in
Canada to relocate to the Yukon, bring their fagsilhere and
set up their homes here. We also have a committoenbrk
on immigration aspects, partnering with the Ministé Eco-
nomic Development and partnering with the MinistérEn-
ergy, Mines and Resources. This is something thiaortant
to YMAB and it's also important to us as a govermmeéNe
have made significant progress since that YMAB repams
tabled last spring.

Question re: Residential Landlord and Tenant Act
amendments
Mr. Barr: Last week the minister said the nBesi-

dential Landlord and Tenant Act was based on the work of the
select committee, and | quote: “based on the siamf input
more than 200 Yukoners providediut the government kept
these public comments hidden, unlike in other chasans
where public comments are posted so Yukoners Havep-
portunity to decide for themselves if governmerticas reflect
public opinion. The Yukon public has some serigusttissues
with this government, and it is incumbent upon thaister to
show proof that the new act reflects public input.

Will the government promptly release the 200 public
comments so that Yukoners can decide for themsdioes
well the Residential Landlord and Tenant Act reflects their
views?

Hon. Ms. Taylor: I'd like to thank the member oppo-
site for his question. You know, we on this sidghaf Legisla-
ture are very proud of the work that was conduttgdhe se-
lect committee that was comprised of members of NIEP
caucus, comprised of the members of the Liberatesuand
certainly included members of the Yukon Party cauas well.
The legislation that is before the Legislature ently really
reflects the balance, the interests and the rightboth the
landlords and tenants, and it reflects the feedbaekheard
during the select committee recommendations thae wabled
and also the input that was received earlier thisrser.
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So we look forward to debating the bill on the flad the
Legislature, and we certainly look forward to gaitinto each
and every provision that, according to the NDPL18 percent
better than what it was.

Mr. Barr:
Yukoners access to information and impeding thbilitg to
make up their minds. When the minister stands up says
their bill reflects public opinion, she had betteake the case.
A good case would be based on evidence, not sisgfing,
“Trust us. We're the government.” By not releasthg com-
ments, the minister is not being transparent. Aaaable per-
son might speculate these are opinions in the 200ments
that aren't reflected in the bill. Perhaps thos@iops called
for an end to no-cause evictions and provisionzévent price
gouging. Why is the minister treating the publiown com-
ments as government secrets?

Hon. Ms. Taylor: Well, we look forward to debating
the bill in its entirety in the days to come in thegislative
Assembly and it really is as a result of the goaddhwork of
the public servants belonging to the Departmer@ahmunity
Services — work based on the select committee revamda-
tions, to which every party contributed. They alsfhect public
comments that were tabled earlier this summer titrca sur-
vey.

There is nothing to hide here. In fact, the bilvesve ta-
bled it includes a new dispute resolution and esgorent pro-
vision — the first of its kind in the territory. hefers to mini-
mum rental standards, written tenancy agreememntsgitton
inspect reports, security deposit — bringing clati that. It
speaks to rent increases, future rent, tenant grjvaverhold-
ing, subletting, transfer tenancy agreements, gnditenancy
— again, notice of a cause; with and without cause.

The government is not hiding anything. In fact, /-
ernment looks forward to a rigorous, full and wisolme de-
bate in the days to come on this very bill.

Questionre:  Access to Information and Protection
of Privacy Act amendments

Ms. Stick: The Minister of Highways and Public
Works likes to brush off his attack on our demograyg calling
the access to information changes narrow and spedihe
minister can repeat this claim all he wants. Ttat ¢d the mat-
ter is the changes are significant and apply ta sa®unts of
information currently available to the public — dnfnation
that members of the public, the media, and legistst have
used to expose scandals and hold governments d¢aricc

Remember the Yukon Party’s failed bid to sell thekdn
Energy Corporation? It was exposed through accesgdrma-
tion. Partisan meddling in the Peel planning precesexposed
through access to information.

Does the minister simply believe government shdudd
above scrutiny or is there something to hide?

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: | thank the member opposite for
the question. Our decisions are still public. Wentowe to
make ourselves available to Yukoners to discusdeuisions.
We have a dedicated period for Question PeriotiénLiegisla-
ture every day. We also debate in Committee oftthwele. My
fellow colleague just spoke to that. We have bawh\aill re-

This is shameful. The minister is refusing

main fully accountable to Yukoners for our decisioWhat we
are doing is making some minor changes so thabtiigials
can provide us clear and candid advice as we dalieon
these decisions.

Ms. Stick: It's called “Question Period”; it would be
nice if it was “question and answer period”.

Yukoners can feel the wool being pulled over thejes.
I'll continue where | left off. Details of the fatl Lot 262
scheme were exposed through access to informagiovern-
ment scientists’ concerns about fracking were esgdlrough
access to information; problems with emergency cedier-
vices — you guessed it: exposed through accesgdomation.

I could go on but the point is that all kinds ofdrmation the
public has a right to see will soon be off limits.

Will the minister stop this attack on access tminfation
and withdraw his anti-democratic changes to Abeess to In-
formation and Protection of Privacy Act?

Hon. Mr. Istchenko: As | said before, as its name
implies, it's about both access to information aaglally im-
portant, it's the protection of privacy. As Cabimeinisters, we
have the ability to have full and frank conversagioWe have
to have our officials be able to provide us witbasland candid
advice. These amendments will allow officials t@pde us
with clear and candid advice. We continue to makeselves
available to Yukoners to discuss these decisiosgoke to this
earlier.

Question re:  Electrical rate stabilization fund

Mr. Silver: In the budget update we are currently de-
bating this fall, there is $250,000 to bump up ititerim elec-
trical rebate.

This rebate saves Yukoners over $25 a month omr thei
electricity bills; in some cases, it means a 2G:@et reduction
in someone’s bill. It is due to expire at the effidviarch 2013,
four months from now. This rebate has been in plsicee
1998 under different governments and different reared has
protected consumers for years. All this week, thikon Utili-
ties Board held a hearing to consider the sepdratpercent
increases to power rates. If this increase is agutand the
government rebate expires this spring, most resicemsumers
will be faced with a 30-percent increase. The decisbout
whether to extend the rate lies with the Yukon gomeent.

March 31 is fast approaching. Will Yukoners be fiaca
30-percent increase to their rates?

Hon. Mr. Cathers: First of all, the member actually
has his math wrong on that. Secondly, | would likeemind
the Member for Klondike that he has mischaracterite na-
ture of the rate stabilization fund, which then dee the in-
terim electrical rebate. That was put in placehielsl ratepay-
ers from the blow caused by the NDP’s failure tieaulted in a
significant cost to ratepayers when the ratepayesse left
holding the bag for assets where the utility becaower-
extended as the result of the Faro mine shuttivghdd would
remind the member that this is an NDP legacy d@ifaithat he
sees every month on his electrical bill and we waditainly be
evaluating the status of that, but there is a re#swoas referred
to as an “interim” electrical rebate because i@is ongoing
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subsidy that ensures that the true cost of poweotigeflected
on people’s bhills.

Mr. Silver:
wrong, and | see this as a great opportunity ferfthkon Party
to pick up where the NDP left off. Yukoners are nfaging a
13-percent jump in their power bills as a resultlo$ week’s
hearing. An even bigger increase would be on thizdw if the
Government of Yukon did not continue with the interelec-
trical rebate — call it what you want. We know tiekon
Party government is on record saying that it didoipport the
rebate and was thinking about doing away with e Tebate
currently saves the average consumer about 20revoeheir
electrical bill.

Earlier this summer, a government spokespersonthaid
there had been no discussion at all about exterttiemgebate
rate. What's the big secret? Will the rebate betinaed — yes
or no?

Hon. Mr. Cathers: Again | have to point out that the
Member for Klondike has his facts wrong, and Ithis by list-
ing off a few of those areas. First of all, congrém what the
member has stated, the Yukon Utilities Board hasyeb an-
nounced a decision on whether to approve a 13-perege
increase. They approved an interim increase of it
amount. They are currently reviewing that and, @t to
what the member is saying as he’s heckling, theyttt on an
interim basis — 6.5 percent.

Secondly, this government has no intention of tgkip on
anything where the NDP left off, because we wardde a ter-
ritory that has an economy that provides for Yukamilies
and is diversified, not an economy such as the KB¥e dem-
onstrated they run, where they slam the brakesercar and
head for the ditch.

In this case we will look at this, but one of tleasons we
have not made an announcement on the interim ieiaicte-
bate is to not have government decisions in thea arfluence
or affect the Yukon Utilities Board review of thergeral rate
application by Yukon Energy Corporation. We lookward to
the Yukon Utilities Board completing that work, ahavould
again remind the member that was a subsidy putidoepto
cushion ratepayers from the blow left to them by NDP leg-
acy of failure.

Mr. Silver: With all campaigning aside, it is very
likely that Yukoners will be facing a 13-percentiiease for
electricity in the new year. | guess time will justl. The
Yukon government can help soften the impact ofdbeision
or it could add to people’s bills, depending on tihdoes with
its own rebate. The government certainly has thaeyan the
bank to extend this rebate beyond March 31 if dades. It can
become part of the problem or it can become pathefsolu-
tion.

When will a decision be made on whether or notdtered
the government'’s interim electrical rebate?

Hon. Mr. Cathers: Again, it is entertaining listening
to the Liberal Party provide their version of wila¢y see the
facts as being. I'd remind the member of the Libkrgacy: the
Mayo-Dawson transmission line, which was budget@de
$17 million and turned out to be closer to $44 imillwhen all

costs were in. This government is focusing on — psinted
out to the member earlier — is we have worked wittkon

| don’t see anywhere where | got my mathDevelopment Corporation and Yukon Energy Corpomatio

boards to create a more structured relationship thiem. We
have indicated to them that our primary conceresessuring
we invest in the assets to ensure that they remagood op-
erational shape and improve reliability.

We’'re focused on minimizing the financial risk expay-
ers and ratepayers from any and all decisions vetde ensur-
ing that we take appropriate steps to accommodatsth and
demand for power and take advantage of opportgnitie net
benefit to the Yukon public as a result of that. We very fo-
cused on taking a prudent approach on gettingrthetifrom
board members and their advice and recommendatiot®w
we can best move forward to put downward pressuoreates
rather than seeing the upward pressure we're diyregeing.

We're very concerned about the cost of power. Bt t
member’'s approach to artificial subsidies — I'd mneththe
member that that has other effects, including dicoimg esca-
lating bill where, rather than being paid out o€ ttatepayer
pockets, the taxpayers pick up the bill.

Speaker:
elapsed.
Some Hon. Member:

The time for Question Period has now

(Inaudible)

INTRODUCTION OF VISITORS

Ms. McLeod: I'd like to invite the members of this
Assembly to join me in welcoming a former Watsonkd.a
MLA on a revisit, and also a former Speaker of th@ise, Mr.
John Devries.

Applause

Hon. Mr. Cathers: Mr. Speaker, | move that the
Speaker do now leave the Chair and that the Has#ve into
Committee of the Whole.

Speaker: It has been moved by the Government House
Leader that the Speaker do now leave the Chairtlaaidthe
House resolve into Committee of the Whole.

Motion agreed to

Soeaker leaves the Chair

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE

Chair (Ms. McLeod): Order please. Committee of the
Whole will now come to order. The matter before @mmmit-
tee is Vote 51, Department of Community ServicesBill No.

7, Second Appropriation Act, 2012-13. Do members wish to
take a brief recess?

All Hon. Members:  Agreed.

Chair: Committee of the Whole will recess for 15
minutes.

Recess

Chair: Order please. Committee of the Whole will

now come to order.
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Bill No. 7: Second Appropriation Act, 2012-13 —
continued
Chair:

On November 1, | was very honoured to table a Resi
dential Landlord and Tenant Act in the Yukon Legislature, and

The matter before the Committee is Bill No. 7, in September of this year we were also very pleaseadlease

Second Appropriation Act, 2012-13, Vote 51, Department of more than 100 residential lots on the market wlia ¢comple-

Community Services.

Department of Community Services

Hon. Ms. Taylor: Madam Chair, | would first like to
extend a welcome to our respective officials frdra Depart-
ment of Community Services and thank them forfairt con-
tinued support to our office over this past yeadeed it is a
very busy shop, as I've come to learn over the pgastral
months.

I would like to thank the House for the opporturtibypro-
vide some opening remarks on our department’s supghtary
budget for 2012-13. The supplementary estimatesréetfis
consist of a $2.864 million increase in operation anainte-
nance expenditures and an increase of $360,008pitat ex-
penditures. The department’s overall revenue armbvery
target has also increased in the supplementaryebumg just
over $3.4 million.

tion of phase 1 of the new Whistle Bend land suilsthin.

The Residential Landlord and Tenant Act, as | have re-
peated on the floor of the Legislature, strikeskahce between
the interests and the rights of both landlord aghnt when
entering into a tenancy agreement. It's an imporpeaint, be-
cause the purpose of the legislation is to settmibbligations,
the rights and responsibilities of both landlordd ¢enants.

The new legislation will address rules around secule-
posits, frequency of rent increases, and notiderofination of
tenancies. It clarifies residential tenancy relagiups, requires
the use of written tenancy agreements, and createsw dis-
pute resolution process that will be overseen mew office
that we are calling the “residential tenancy officEo this end,
I would like to highlight that in the supplementdrydget, we
have identified $61,000 to move forward with oumoitment
toward implementing the recommendations of the &ele
Committee on thé.andlord and Tenant Act to modernize the

The department’'s combined operation and maintenandegislation.

and capital budgets for 2012-13 including the sepntary
estimate is $190,466,000.

This represents a significant investment in prograand
services that directly benefit every citizen acrthss territory.
We certainly do that by developing and improvingigom-
munity infrastructure, which | will be pleased tatgorate on at
greater length further on in the debate todaylsib @nables the
department to assist and respond to emergencys\arnth as
those we have seen transpire earlier this yeagring of flood-
ing and forest fires. Also, this work goes a longywn foster-
ing strong local governance, promoting and develpsport
and recreation across Yukon, as members debatéuedioor
of the Legislature earlier this sitting. It alsoabtes a broad
range of licensing, business and regulatory sesvite the
health, safety and protection of the public.

The Department of Community Services continuesdckw
to achieve the goals set out in our strategic pdaud, this en-
ables our government to deliver on our commitménmtmov-
ing forward together, to achieve a better qualityife for all
Yukoners while promoting a healthy environmentvgrg the
economy and practising good governance.

As a department, we remain committed to vibranalthg
and sustainable communities throughout the teyritord this
supplementary budget very much contributes towision.

The department values collaboration, respect, iittegnd
service excellence, and | am proud to represenD#pmartment
of Community Services as we strive to bring longrtdenefits
to the territory.

In this spring legislative sitting, | spoke to aotention to
address some of the challenges related to housirgpeeifi-
cally, to work toward introducing a neResidential Landlord

The additional dollars housed within the suppleragnt
budget is for the hiring of personnel who will begihe work to
establish the new office. The office will administbe legisla-
tion, provide public information and support clientt will hear
and settle disputes outside of the courts andhale the abil-
ity to make binding decisions on the parties ofspute.

Over the next several months, the department wileb-
tablishing the residential tenancies branch antheiloversee-
ing the development of regulations that will falider the new
act.

| want to take the opportunity to thank the selmmhmit-
tee and the many Yukoners whose contributions defpeme
this modernized legislation. | want to also tharmicte of our
department officials for contributing to this veggod piece of
legislation on the floor of the Legislature and tbeir hard
work in researching best practices across the cpand really
striving to find that very important balance of thights and
responsibilities between landlords and tenants.

When it comes to land development, we have andowiit
tinue to work with municipal governments to makedaavail-
able. I'm pleased to report that we have made fstgmit pro-
gress in this regard. Since 2009, our territoryihaested more
than $100 million in land development projects thate re-
sulted in more than 550 new lots in subdivisiorsssing Daw-
son City, Haines Junction, Carmacks, Destruction, Baizzly
Valley and Whitehorse. For the first time in yeafm very
proud to say that we have lots in the City of Whitese that
are available for sale over the counter. That sgyaificant ac-
complishment.

Together with the City of Whitehorse we are workhragd
to catch up on the supply of land with that of &riy and fu-

and Tenant Act and increase the inventory of available residenture demand.

tial lots. | am pleased to report that we have msidaificant
strides since achieving these goals.

Today we find ourselves in a position where lots avail-
able for sale in new subdivisions in communitiesoas the
Yukon. In 2009, 135 lots in the Whitehorse Coppwat Mount
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Sima subdivisions were made available by the gowem. All
of these lots are sold, houses are constructed, thed
neighbourhoods are thriving.

In 2010, the Government of Yukon followed up byest+
ing in the development of 133 lots in my neighbaath of
Ingram subdivision and also eight industrial loksng Burns
Road in Whitehorse. Every lot, | can say, in thgré&m subdi-
vision has been sold, and a good mix of housingvédl-
established. From single family homes to townhoudeplexes
and multi-family housing — you will find it all thhe. The
neighbourhood helps to meet a range of housingseethe
City of Whitehorse and meets the city’'s overall eabjve of
increasing density of housing within our municifiak.

With the subdivision have come economic benefitoia
local contractors, for industry, and new homesYfokoners.

In 2011, the department worked with the VillageHafines
Junction and delivered 27 new country residenté in the
Willow Acres subdivision. Today, 10 of these coymgsiden-
tial lots remain available for sale over the coutiethe Lands
branch. Also, in 2011, the Yukon government devetbfive
new lots in the Glacier Acres subdivision in Destian Bay.

Madam Chair, 30 lots in phase 1 of the new Grix&jley
subdivision near Lake Laberge also went to lotiar{pecem-
ber 2011. Twenty of these lots are also availabtesfle over
the counter, with additional lots to come to market

The new subdivision provides new country residéiaiad
opportunities for people looking to live in a modesubdivi-
sion with wide open spaces. The subdivision isetoghe City
of Whitehorse and the lots are suitable for a wadee of uses.

Providing an adequate range of land options isafreur
government’s highest priorities, and we believis ian impor-
tant factor in overcoming challenges related toraiffble hous-
ing in the territory.

As | noted, since 2009, and in every year since,the
have seen a wide range of lots come to fruition amdo the
market. In 2012, we continue to invest in land devment
projects. In this fiscal year alone, as | have asded on the
floor of the Legislature, we have allocated moranti$35 mil-
lion for land development.

This year, we have released 20 new industrial itotthe
Callison subdivision in Dawson City, 52 urban resitial lots
in Haines Junction and 113 lots in the Whistle Beoddivi-
sion in Whitehorse. As | referred to earlier, th@seestments
mean jobs for Yukoners, a growth in capacity in ltseal con-
struction industry, and of course homes for eaclowffami-
lies.

In March 2012, 49 residential and three multi-famats
were put out for lottery in Haines Junction ands late avail-
able over the counter at the Lands branch. As Itioeed ear-
lier, we have 20 new industrial lots available iavizon for
purchase over the counter and in Carmacks prodrassalso
been made on getting three residential and twositniddi lots
ready for lottery by next year.

In Whitehorse, 111 lots in phase 1 of the Whisten®
subdivision went to lottery in September. This udgd 90 sin-
gle family lots, seven multi-family lots and 16 dex lots. As
of November 1, 28 residential lots have been soldre in the

process of sale. All 14 duplex lots are sold ané of the
multi-family lots is also sold. Two duplex lots the subdivi-
sion were also given by our department and the Whltousing
Corporation to Habitat for Humanity for the constian of a
single duplex that will be home to two deservingilées.

For the first time in years, we now have an inventof
land for sale in Whitehorse and elsewhere in thmetdey. A
portion of this year’s land development budget lso agoing
toward design and planning of future phases of WhiBend,
which is expected to bring more than 1,600 lotshi® market
in Whitehorse in future years. This anticipates ded)and
helps to ensure that we keep pace through supply.

In addition, work is well underway with Yukon’s migit
pal governments to plan and develop subdivisiorns iafill
lots in anticipation of future demand so that we edso con-
tinue to grow our economy. Along with making moend
available, we are also committed to keeping lotxas low as
possible.

In Whistle Bend, for example, lots are offered belmar-
ket value, helping contractors and families saveasts when
financing new home construction. These lots arereff, on
average, at 6.5 percent below market value arkkestribalance
S0 as not to negatively affect existing propertiuga within
the city. The allocation of prices by lot is detémed by factor-
ing in the cost of development, which is inclusivezoning,
location, lot size, traffic flow, view, proximityot greenbelts,
parks, topography, and other factors that are contynged by
an independent appraiser. It also includes theastrfucture
required for a new subdivision, inclusive of wadtwrage; sup-
ply and distribution; waste-water collection andpdisal; as-
phalt roads; concrete curbs and sidewalks; traffittrol; storm
water drainage; electrical; telephone and cabl@lgugnd dis-
tribution; landscaping; paved trails; parks; plamgpiengineer-
ing assessments; regulatory compliance; projectagement;
design; public consultation, et cetera.

More than 550 lots have come on-line in the lasegh
years alone, and we plan to bring more than 1,&80 lots to
the market in the years ahead. | should stresdgmit only in
Whitehorse, but throughout the territory.

Community Services is committed to developing and
maintaining a supply of building lots, and we remednfident
that our planned investment in this fiscal year wélp to ad-
dress the wider issues of supply and affordabditynousing.
One of the areas that we recognize has been aringngoal-
lenge is in developing reliable, long-range pldret help fore-
cast the demand for lots by community and overgdl.this
end, the supplementary budget includes an increafse
$347,000 to continue work on a territory-wide latelelop-
ment assessment project and feasibility studiels thi¢ City of
Whitehorse for various potential projects.

The study will inform Community Services’ land déve
opment plan for Yukon communities. The work wilbloat a
20-year planning horizon to support reforms toltdred devel-
opment process and revisions to Yukon policies @modesses
related to land supply and land development. Thekwuill
also help to characterize the current and antiegphlind devel-
opment issues from the perspective of all the pkayl will
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map out a more comprehensive, inclusive, and rolanst de-
velopment model that will establish effective dechdorecast-
ing for all Yukon communities and will develop arnsparent
and reliable decision-making tool for determiniagd supply.

We believe that our ongoing efforts to develop ldod
residential, commercial and industrial purposed Wwélp to
meet the long-term needs of communities acros¥ tiken.

Community Services remains committed to also ptistgc
public safety through Emergency Medical Servicesdéahd
Fire Management, Emergency Measures and Struckiral
Protection. The supplementary budget includes atitiadal
$1.674 million in operation and maintenance expemes and
$1.478 million in capital for Yukon’s Protective IS&es.

The revised budget reflects the commitment madkeear
this spring to enhance Structural Fire Protectigninvesting
additional dollars in Yukon’s Fire Marshal's OfficEvery day
across the territory firefighters are out answerihg call of
duty, protecting life and property, and they dsthécause they
all share a common passion and commitment on belhdkfe
people they serve in their communities.

Over the past year Yukon's fire marshal has hadynast
cussions about how to tackle the challenges oer digpart-
ments face with respect to rising costs, occupatibealth and
safety standards and similar pressures. One tlirgear and
that is the men and women of the service are paaEcabout
improving their fire departments and safeguardirggirt
neighbours and communities. So, based upon whahave
heard, Yukon government has made a major investineire
services that will result in improvements to the fervice and
will help to increase public safety and emergenegponse
capabilities.

The Legislature, as members opposite are very i@mil
has already supported amendments toMueicipal Finance
and Community Grants Act that includes $2 million in struc-
tural fire protection beginning the next fiscal yeAs part of
this funding, an additional $400,000 annual suppglenwill be
included for structural fire protection, represegtidollars for
every community in each of the next five years| Azentioned
earlier, the structural fire funding complements #1.9 million
investment that was announced earlier this spim@/jay, for
the enhancement of fire training, oversight insipest, and fire
equipment delivered across Yukon through the FisgdWal's
Office.

— it is a very large department — and for your dngowork.
It extends to the libraries and recreation infrastire, to regu-
latory functions in consumer safety, employmenhdsads —
also theResidential Landlord and Tenant Act. It is a huge de-
partment. In this first year, | am also realizitg textent of it.
Sometimes it's where we are at with some of thi$f st even
as to where we go with some of the questionsgétito that as
| speak a little.

I'd also like to say in my opening remarks thaal/e some
comments and also questions, along with those, @®deed
through this at this point. Also, some of the gisest are the
people’s questions. Some are for my clarity, betdather ques-
tions are from the people who have posed thesdiqneso me
to get some responses. So, being elected to dasohappy to
do that.

I'll just move into some of the headings | have e Resi-
dential Landlord and Tenant Act, as | spoke about earlier in
Question Period — we look forward to getting to akebon the
substance of the bill when it comes up for deblati have a
couple of questions around that. In Question Petdathy, |
asked why the government wouldn't release the pudtdim-
ments to be submitted as part of the public coasah on the
new act. | was wondering when we would be debatiegbill
and also if the minister, in the interest of traargmcy, would
release the 200 public comments before we debate it

In the area of civic addresses — the lack of ciat:
dresses, in rural Yukon particularly, and in unimpeoyated mu-
nicipalities, is a public safety issue that candléa confusion
and impact response times in emergencies. | knloawé sat at
countless LAC meetings over this last year, whare keeps
coming up, again and again.

When | was at Mount Lorne last week, it was stateat
civic addressing is going forward. | know at the rstaLake
LAC meeting last night, there was talk of civic agking go-
ing forward. | know the Association of Yukon Comnitigs
has been calling for this and wanting this for gear

So | would like to know what the scope of the pebjis,
what the plan is, and how it will be implementedthe total
cost. As | understand it, there is a cost alloftecthis already
and it's not going to be in this supplementary tddiow
much of this budget is devoted to civic addressiaigg to
which communities will it apply? | understand frahe com-
ments at the LACs that they're seeking some claaiyto

Through this supplementary budget, we have reqgdestavhich ones will receive the go-ahead. One of thmroents

just over $1.1 million in support of this commitniehsee that
my time is running low; it’s truly unfortunate berse | have so
much more to offer. But rest assured there wilbtieer oppor-
tunities today and in days to come to talk aboubfthe fine
work of the Department of Community Services andtfz
respective employees working throughout the govemtm
through which they have contributed to healthy,tansble
communities in the territory.

| certainly look forward to comments and any quewi
that members opposite have in this regard. Thank Madam
Chair, again, for the opportunity.

Mr. Barr: | would like to thank the minister opposite
for her remarks and also thank the officials of tepartment

was, “It's who wants to go.”

| would look forward to the minister’s responsetbat.

In regard to recreational funding, a major itenthie sup-
plementary budget shows that the Ross River commeen-
tre is on hold for another year, and as we knowallithe com-
munities it is important to have a place for pedpleather. |
remember experiencing that for the first part & ylear in Car-
cross when the gas station was shut down, andlyuakbther
couple of coffee shops opened so people couldogether, but
in Ross River they did have a fire. The opportesitior com-
munity health and for recreation are not there. tb@minister
explain why this project is not on time and whathis revised
completion date?
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In regard to Carcross community infrastructureerathe
minister had challenged the Carcross residentsiild b con-
sensus on what they want — held a meeting actwaalt at-
tended another where the Carcross residents wémteidcuss
their priorities — they did speak loud and cleaney wanted
clear timelines from the Yukon government about liowneet
the priorities, assistance from a Yukon plannecommunity
liaison committee and a commitment to future loexgrt
community planning.

This was a unanimous effort, and | believe the stémihas
now in her possession a letter signed by the LA€Ctae Chief
of the Carcross-Tagish First Nation. | might adt¢h& meeting
the artists, the homeowners group, the LAC, andrihgt Na-
tion were all in attendance, as well as various roomity
members reflecting long-term residents and refhecthewer
residents of the community. What they said is tbat, of the
four priorities, they would first like to see theramunity house
built that CTFN has been putting forward — all igreement.
Second was a community centre that possibly wolsd laave
a youth centre included in that; and senior housinigs avail-
able in the community, along with emergency measbreld-
ings. Our fire department is in the old garage ard@oss right
now; the ambulance station is old.

I remember driving around Carcross with the Ministé
Highways and Public Works. As we drove around, infeml
out our ambulance station. They're doing the nevewaeat-
ment there. That area is in a little bit of disgri@/hen we left
town, | asked, “Did you see the community club?” stad,
“No. No, | never saw that.” | said, well that’s laese — as we
drove right past it — it's lacking — for want ofeetter word.

| know there are concerns there; that centre wés ly
volunteers, and for decades the community has asking for
a community club. Without saying too much — becathse
disrepair is concern of the community. They doréntvit shut
down because they want to still be able to uskhiere are con-
cerns about health issues that people have alsedraiith me.
I'll just leave it at that.

| guess the question to the minister: Now thatdbemu-
nity has come together to work together, will thimister now
— with residents and me, as the MLA, the LAC and @ar-
cross-Tagish First Nation — address their longditagn con-
cerns in this area? They were also very quick tmawledge
the work that has been done in Carcross. Thatlissda How-
ever, the comment in regard to that is that if coenmunity
itself had the money that has been spent, woulid pierities
have been the same as the Yukon government’s gt The
answer was loud and clear that they would havethiadnfra-
structure in place prior to what has been put acel | look
forward to speaking more and working with the ntigisand
the officials on this later.

At this point, I'd like to take the opportunity fdrearing
some answers from the minister opposite.

Hon. Ms. Taylor: | thank the member opposite for his
qguestions and | appreciate the work that he is gla@ia the
MLA and performing his role as the opposition irsjpg ques-
tions on behalf of his constituents. | thank himtfeat.

First of all, I just want to get back to tResidential Land-
lord and Tenant Act. | just want to thank the officials. | can’t
understate this because it's really important toogmize the
fine work the officials have provided on this bils members
opposite will recall, there was a select committtrick a
number of years ago comprised of all party repriesies.

They went around the territory, held some publietimgs
and came up with a set of recommendations. Sinatetitine,
there was an election. In the 2011 election, ouregament
made it a platform commitment to proceed with a nend-
lord and Tenant Act based on select committee recommenda-
tions. We proceeded with making that the foundat®ubse-
guent to the recommendations that were made, dmersur-
vey came forward, which was made available to alkohers
in person, on paper or through hard copy so aitleess could
add their comments.

As | mentioned, more than a couple hundred Yukoners
provided their input, which demonstrates to me ettprover-
whelming support for new, modernized legislation cmme
forward.

We have done our utmost to find that balance, ksep
stressing, because it's really important to go baekhat the
original Landlord and Tenant Act was really created to protect
and balance those legal rights and the interebtf the ten-
ants and the landlord. The new legislation is alsout main-
taining that important balance. We have put forthuanber of
improvements housed within this bill. It's quitedanse bill, as
one can appreciate, but it is indeed a good hilll, kcertainly
look forward to debating it on the floor of the liggture.

We rely on the House Leader to come up with businés
the day to be debated by department or by legisiaflhat's
really determined on a day-to-day basis, but wé lvélgetting
to the bill in short order. With respect to makihg comments
available — and as per the comments of memberssitppe-
those individuals who provided input, whatever thas — if it
was an oversight or what — certainly nothing detite. We
certainly will be making those available for all Kaners to
peruse as well. We will ensure that members oppasid all
members of the public have that in their handsrgoodebate
on the bill as well.

So | just wanted to make that very clear. For thatlso
want to thank everyone who did provide commentsabse, as
you can appreciate, there are so many differeataésts and so
many different, thoughtful, considerate responkegry much
want to thank all Yukoners who took the time toypde that
input, and put it in writing, and took the timel& their views
be known. | believe it is, as the members oppdsitee coined
it — it's 110 percent better than what it was orawift is cur-
rently. There is more work to be done, of courséh the regu-
lations to go forward from hereon out as well. Ehwill be a
significant amount of work associated with thosgutations on
minimum rental standards and so forth. All of tisiseally im-
portant because the supplementary budget also icosee of
the dollars necessary for initiating that work tigh the start of
this new office to go forward — this landlord-tegroffice —
that will help craft the proposed regulations aakktit out for
public consultation — moving these forward — ansbatom-
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ing up with public education materials and comiqgwith a
whole dispute resolution mechanism, which is alisblukey
and is one of the most significant improvementssieouwithin
the bill. So | just wanted to add that.

| could go on about the bill, but | do recognizerth are
items before the Assembly here today.

Civic addressing has been an ongoing issue of itapoe
to many of our communities, especially in the peeigl
Whitehorse area. | know that it has been an idsatecbntinues
to be raised and an issue that the Department afn@mity
Services also continues to work on in collaboratibhis is an
issue that the department spoke to at the receat &mlvisory
council forum held last week. | had the opportunidgypresent
just a few introductory remarks and congratulatehe newly
elected councillors, thanking them for their goodrky and
recognizing the challenges that they have.

Rural Yukon communities may not have all the aniesit
that we in other places such as Whitehorse and restab-
lished communities have. Those are some of theesssund
challenges that we continue to work on.

When it comes to civic addressing, we have beengdai
lot of research. This is really based on requestsing forward
from many of the local advisory councils on whapfens in
other jurisdictions across the territory and hoeytthave tack-
led this issue and the resources required to imghera civic
addressing system.

| just wanted to make it known that we have beevipr
ing assistance each year — actually for over 10syess | un-
derstand — with house numbers and signage for coniti@st
Of course, as the member opposite would probalbyknetter
than anyone, the address consists of the actiedtsaddress
name, the street name, the municipality name, tstap code,
and so forth. In municipalities, civic addressesym very im-
portant role in assisting our emergency and fiesponders in
responding to emergency events and finding thossd®

In unincorporated Yukon, however, those addreseasotl
formally exist. So that is one of the reasons wiACk have
approached the Community Affairs branch within thepart-
ment to request that the government work towardviz ad-
dress system in those communities. That is why aee tpro-
ceeded with research. | believe a report or a pagey pre-
pared. That was distributed to all the memberhefltACs at
that recent forum, if not sooner. In particuladoibks at P.E.I.,
Nova Scotia and New Brunswick. One can appreciae, that
we have that in hand, as the member opposite lsasgterred
to — it is complex; it crosses a whole number ofeggoment
departments and it's something that not everyopéessto and
we appreciate that as well.

With that said, we will continue to work with théACs, to
talk with them and put into action that basic addreignage
and those numbering issues based on some of thenation
that was brought to light through the report. &lsout working
with those communities that want to take the lead perhaps
even undertaking a pilot project, as | understasda first ba-
sis.

One thing | did want to say, though, about thistipalar
issue is that, when it comes to emergencies — dingay it

again — the Government of Yukon very much recoghize-

hancing the ability to respond to emergency evertiat’'s why

this plays a part in how we deliver emergency rasps,
whether it's through Emergency Medical Services\Wbidland

Fire Management, or whether it’'s through our owae fiepart-
ments. Again, housed within the supplementary budge

specific increases to those areas — specificdilg, ftre de-
partments. For the Mount Lorne fire departmentrdhare
monies for improvements or upgrades to their fiespadtment.
In addition to that, through the Fire Marshal's icdf there is a
$1.9-million increase to that office alone

That is really key because that support will regultiou-
bling the number of deputy fire marshals from tweofour,
which will give us the ability to increase thatitiag and pro-
vide that new equipment that will address what uldacall the
most critical fire-service safety issues at eaclowf fire halls,
specifically the ones that we oversee in additmthe ones that
municipalities oversee. That added HR capacity ides/ us
with a greater focus on training. It provides trecessary re-
sources for territory-wide fire prevention and eatian. It also
gives us the ability to enhance the inspection cigpand for
keeping Yukoners safe.

In addition to that, | also wanted to note that ithereased
money through the Fire Marshal’s Office also pregdis with
the added capacity for an additional fire truck gmdtective
equipment. In previous years, up until currentlg ave only
been able to have the resources to actually hagenew fire
truck come on-line.

It doesn’t sound like a lot, but after having taketook in
person at one of those fire trucks that was dedidéo the Ibex
Valley fire department, they're something elseeRiucks have
come a long way over the last number of years dineealays |
first got to see a fire truck when | was back indergarten. As
one can appreciate, these things really resporntergencies
in the middle of the night, respond to cold weatbenditions
— again, for the flow of water to be able to be m@ned, me-
chanically behind the wheel — it's incredible withese spe-
cific pieces of equipment can do.

With these added dollars, we're able to increasentiim-
ber of fire trucks for our fleet from one to tworpeear, so that
also benefits each of the community fire departselttalso
means a more effective response with more modernpegnt.

As | mentioned, the Mount Lorne fire hall expansien
again, just to continue work on that. It also cargalollars for
when we talk about enhancing emergency responserapar-
edness.

There is also the ability through a mobile unit,iethis
pretty interesting — it's also going to be a pratitegral part
of firefighter training — providing our firefighterwith practi-
cal experience as firefighters; learning how tofqen their
jobs safely within a safe environment, but also ic@hup with
the right and safe way to perform their job funetio

This contains dollars to do that and it's a moliive fire
safety unit. There is only one company of its kindhe coun-
try that is able to actually come up with these hiraes, but it
will be fascinating to see it come off the assenlblg next
spring because it will be able to be transportemnficommu-
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nity to community and provide those firefightersatthreally
important hands-on experience in being able tordekustain-
able fire services across the territory. | just tednto add that
to the mix as well.

The member opposite referred to fire halls and Glae-
cross fire hall being one of them, for examplecdmes down
to infrastructure priorities and requirements.

This is something, not just within the Departmerit
Community Services, but that we work as a wholeubhout
every one of the departments because there arestsqtor
enhanced infrastructure and new infrastructurgyaeding to
all priorities from every community. | think thatewe been
able to do a relatively good job over the years'Wéeen able
to really make good use of those infrastructurediog pro-
grams that have been made available by the Governofe
Canada and through stimulus funds through Canadels
nomic action plan. We've been able to leverage tauddil
funds through other use of communities and Firstiddain-
vestments; | think that's really key to note.

Of course, it all comes down to prioritizing. | gack to
the infrastructure plan that was developed bacRdf9. It's
something that we go back to the communities andomtinue
to tweak. In 2009 the main priorities were, at ttirae — and |
believe still are, because there are still deficiesn within our
communities on these ends — it comes down to dripkiater
upgrades, waste-water treatment, rural roads, ggaergy ini-
tiatives and also solid-waste improvements — althafse ar-
eas.

In 2009, there was roughly a billion dollars idéetl as
priorities within our communities. We have workeetpy dili-
gently with municipal governments, unincorporatemmuni-
ties and First Nation governments through a muétwf dif-
ferent funding mechanisms — gas tax, of coursd, ttheafed-
eral government has committed to continuing witle, tunici-
pal rural infrastructure, Canadian strategic irthagture fund,
Building Canada — and | know that the communityGz#r-
cross has benefited from some of those funding ar@sms
over the years. In fact, | was just taking a lookl aeeing some
of the improvements, but in Carcross over the pastber of
years, there has been almost a $12-million investniehat
includes some street improvements, some watemesdtsys-
tem upgrades, and of course the waterfront imprevasnthat
came primarily out of the downtown Carcross plaat thvas
initiated. The phenomenal transition, or the imgments
made within the community, has been incredibles. ftdt only
benefiting the community residents, but it is béiref visitors
as well — and we know how important the Southerkelsain
particular the Carcross region, is to all Yukonersthe land-
scaping, the restroom, the waste facilities, ttat fridge, the
carving facility administered by the Carcross-Thgisrst Na-
tion, shore cleanup, the boat launch and then, mexently,
the gateway pavilion, the memorial to tB8 Tutshi and the
visitor base infrastructure — and these are jushes®f the
examples of how the government has been makingowepr
ments. Rest assured, we also recognize that thexkso a de-
sire for the two facilities that the member oppesgiecently
made reference to: the Carcross community house tlhad

community centre. As | have referenced in respdostheir
letter dated — | believe it was back in Octobet;rif not mis-
taken — many of those programs, when you look atRviihd
CSIF, and even Building Canada, have already eidyesed
and are now complete or they are coming to congpietiext
year.

So as | have stated on the floor of the Legislatufeave

o0 been working very closely with AYC, and our two tharn

counterparts, the Northwest Territories and Nunasad the
ministers responsible for infrastructure. Our Peanfias been
working diligently with the Council of the Fedemati and his
partners, specifically for the northern territoriés ensuring
that there is continued funding, specifically forfrastructure
— critical infrastructure — and ensuring primarihat it's not
just population-driven, because that never worka place like
the Yukon or the north, for obvious reasons, bat itis base
plus and it's long term. It has to be flexibleh#s to be respon-
sive to the priorities of the northern residentsaedl. We do
have very unique challenges compared to the resteo€oun-
try, and that has to be taken into consideratioe. Mdve had
pretty great success with the Government of Camadeing
able to meet some of those priorities by commumitiéany of
those initiatives — sewer and water upgrades inTiben of
Watson Lake, for example, is a multi-year upgraliat will
require some time to implement, but we're getting.a

This year we saw things in full force and surpriseppen.
Sometimes we come along antiquated old pipes teatlidn’t
know were there, or perhaps the pipes had crogsadanven-
ient times, and that creates challenges for outractors and
for the engineers. But that's what happens wherrgalealing
with aging infrastructure. That's really what we’talking
about when it comes to the rest of the country el$, m terms
of addressing that infrastructure deficit.

In terms of Carcross-Tagish First Nation, we'veodieen
working with them over the years through gas tandfog and
through Building Canada, through arsenic treatmiens, shel-
ters, lighting, solid-waste improvements, and sdahfoThere
are things going on and, believe me, there willticore to be
improvements made to each of our communities.

| see my time is up and | haven't even gotten 16 dfathe
questions, so I'll carry on as soon as the memipposite is
finished.

Mr. Barr: I would like to thank the minister opposite
for committing to sharing the comments of tResidential
Landlord and Tenant Act with regard to the people who did
take the time and making that public before debbateould
hope that we could have a date and | realize thatup to the
House Leader for this to happen. In the effortsvofking to-
gether, | would ask that we do know ahead of tinhenvthese
areas are coming forward for debate.

I would just like to say while it's on my mind thtte min-
ister was speaking regarding the funding agreemtbrts are
possibly coming to an end that would allow for ¢onéd in-
frastructure — building in the country in generait [specifi-
cally to the Yukon. When | was speaking yesterdaythe
House, referring to the Federation of Canadian Mipalities,
there is a website and | did urge this governmenit lawould
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urge the minister opposite again to speak to tiegieral coun-
terparts in Ottawa to have this funding continued.

The challenge issued to the minister opposite anthé
community of Carcross is to come together unifeegithe min-
ister has — | would say in her hands; | don’t dethére, but
I’'m sure it's in her office — their priorities send the infra-
structure along with their timelines, that we cogkt a com-
mitment from the minister to move forward with thgorities
of infrastructure as was stated earlier so the conityn can
have a place to congregate.

| know that the minister said that, yes, the tdarare there
and that is important, but the people who live ¢hleave to be
there to welcome those folks and the communityhésgeople.
When a spirit is alive and there’s a genuine wajlanound-
happy-feeling going on, tourists appreciate thaty A&f our
rural communities have to have this place to coogether,
and our community centre, our community house, glaith
our museum that is proposed will enhance not ortigtws in
place for the tourists now, but continue to growattim a huge
way.

| say in all fairness that when | heard the mimist@mmit
to having the comments of these 200 folks for Residential
Landlord and Tenant Act be public, a calmness came inside
me and | said, this is great. It would be the sé&weéng | think
in any community when you are walking around anelifig
good — that emanates to visitors.

For clarification, the minister just spoke of ligidg, and |
know in the House the other day | brought forwarmuastion
regarding street lights.

While | was speaking with the Minister of Highwagsd
Public Works | did ask his deputy minister in thateting who
is responsible for lighting on the highways and vibvoespon-
sible for lighting in the rural communities. Thespgnse from
him was that on the highways it is Highways and lieub
Works, and after that Question Period we discushed He
showed me some information on highway lights in Sttewart
Crossing area. We are looking forward to resohdame of the
highway light issues at Doehle Drive in Judas Craed at the
South Klondike Highway as you are heading to Skagwa of
Carcross, just on the other side of the bridge.s&hwere
pointed out in a letter yesterday to the MinistéHioghways
and Public Works.

Actually when | went to go to the LAC yesterdayMsrsh
Lake, | drove right by the turnoff to Doehle Dribecause it
was unlit. I don’t know for how many people thimé of the
year that it’s this dark and the signage is vergrp&ou can’t
see anything and these are important intersectiwatspeople
need to be able to see.

Also in the clarification — I'll just ask this spiically and
quickly — is the Minister of Community Services pessible
for the lighting in the rural communities? In Caoss alone, as
I mentioned in that question, there were 21 lights. So we
have received calls since then in our office, aedpte are
wondering where to go to get clarification. It'soab safety.
This isn’'t about one-upmanship or anything. It'soablittle
kids walking around their communities — seniorsjeet —
being able to stand at their bus stops and nedmwaigs —

walking around. This is what it's about. It's abqeople being
able to be safe, and they would like to know tHdtis is a
question from community people. I'll maybe just getlear
answer on that.

Hon. Ms. Taylor: Moving back to infrastructure — |
just wanted to say a few additional remarks abotrastruc-
ture, because | know that was made quite cleahéyrtember
opposite as well. There were questions about réoreeentres
and community improvements throughout the territ@amyd |
just want to be clear that recreation was not drtease planks
that were identified back in the day when Buildidgnada first
came out.

| do know that through the Association of Yukon Com
nities they have made known how important recreaisp we
also recognize the important of recreation, obviguasnd we
have in fact made improvements over the years. Mayo
Kluane First Nation: there’s a great example of tvten be
done by pooling resources and working on the elgeush
facility. It has been a great example of what candbne by
leveraging those dollars.

There is a whole host of requests from many comtiasi
not just Carcross — Old Crow, as we've heard frbm mem-

ofber opposite over the years; Dawson City, as theAMar

Klondike has made known; Haines Junction has regdem-
provements to their recreation facility.

So there are several requests, actually, whennitesoto
recreation improvements. We have been working omeso
smaller upgrades. When we talk about Ross Rivereation
centre — the replacement — we committed $7 milbeer the
next couple of years for proceeding with the cardton of a
new recreation facility. We remain committed to iiog with
the community to build that centre and one that tmdeeir
needs.

| understand the request for proposals for thegdésiild
project closed recently, and we are looking forwrdaward-
ing the contract and proceeding with constructiés.l under-
stand, | know the Minister of Highways and Publicois
would have more information specific to the contraBut
we’re looking forward to an opening, and we’reldtiloking
forward to that opening being next year. So it'$s removing
those dollars — it's really reallocating those dddl to the year
in which the facility will actually be built.

We did take some time to work with community resie
to come up with a design that would be functional the
community. | just want to thank the community resits. | was
there with a number of my colleagues when we wéte
announce the investment in Ross River and were @blee
joined by much of the school, the students andtéfaehing
professionals in the school, and they were préitijled. That
said, | also just want to take note that it was Ylukon Mines
Legacy Foundation — they also came up, took thddeship
and they came up with really a warming sheltertifimse indi-
viduals and, of course, we came up with an intex@nof ice as
well for the communities to enjoy — those outsiéereation
opportunities that haven’t been there in the padtas been a
work in progress, and I'm glad to see that it's aognto frui-
tion.
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Again, we recognize the very importance of recogatind
we also know that on that end of it, when it conteemfrastruc-
ture and coming up with a successor to the Builddapada
plan and the fund itself, | just want to be vergasl again that |
have been working very closely with the Governm&n€an-
ada and with the president of the Association okofuCom-
munities on coming with that subsequent plan armd fiwe
have had a number of meetings with the federal st@nire-
sponsible for infrastructure in Canada and the ridde
provincial-territorial ministers. We met in Albertacently and
that entire meeting was dedicated primarily to & seccessor
Building Canada plan. Whether or not it will beled! “Build-
ing Canada”, one only knows. But we do understéad they
are looking to have some funding envelope in theget, and
again will be working with provinces and territi¢he year
after on coming out with individual agreementslsoawanted
to take note that we had an excellent roundtabdsice with
key stakeholders and respective governments hek&hite-
horse not long ago, held at the Kwanlin Dun Cult@entre. It
was a great opportunity to showcase a great exaofplehat
happens when three governments come together tk tger
gether, bringing a facility such as the culturattce and seeing
what can come to fruition.

At that time, the Secretary of State came on betfathe
federal minister and we had an excellent discuskitaterally
with me and also with the stakeholder. We had sepr&tives
from the engineering and recreation areas, fromcthrestruc-
tion and trades sector, and we had individualsesgrting the
municipal and First Nation governments. There weiet of
individuals representing many different sectorg gihcontrib-
ute to implementing these projects and there wa=lkent
feedback as to what has and hasn't worked ovep#sé sev-
eral years since Building Canada has come arouisdthiat
kind of feedback that the federal government hdpefa tak-
ing heed of to come up with a made-in-Canada approa

For the north, | know that there were commentsivecke
from the engineers and from the building constarcgector as
well, just recognizing that in order to plan pragdead time is
needed to plan accordingly, so it's not start and—g start,
stop, go — so that we actually have that long-tatility to
see that funding is going to be there and so weptan for
multiyear projects that are so important to albaf communi-
ties.

We've seen some of that come and go and it takes, ti
but that was one of the concerns that were madenkn®he
flexibility as well — you know, there may be ocaass where,
as | just mentioned, in Watson Lake, for example’s- not
trying to pick on Watson Lake, but the best laidns some-
times receive a glitch from there and there. I'nt s@ying it's
any fault of anyone, but these things happen whiely push
the project out to the next year because of weatbeditions
or because of the need to go back and redesigmtaincele-
ment of that project.

There’s a whole host of reasons for having thatilfiéty
to be able to make the best use of those fundsnahdave
such a prescriptive way of delivering. | think thiay and large,
we’ve been quite content with how the Building Gdadund

has been administered. Community Services has ¢glayeal
leadership role and in many of the communitiegshatrequest
of communities, has taken on some of the projectagament
of those projects as well, simply because manyhefdommu-
nities don’t necessarily have that capacity to |#zase pro-
jects.

I happen to sit in a caucus made up of many ruriah$/
and so I'm reminded of the very importance of &lthese pro-
jects on a daily basis and how important it is thatcarry on
with the funding.

We really remain committed as a government to ingld
on those investments that have been made in sujboat
strong economy and we’ll continue to work with tBevern-
ment of Canada to invest under those jointly fungezjrams
like Building Canada when it comes to improvingdiges such
as the Upper Liard or Teslin bridge, highways, deliaste im-
provements, drinking water upgrades, | mentionestevavater,
the community roads, energy and other priority gets.

We are working toward that successor program tddBig
Canada, and | also just want to make special raeltknow
that recently the president of the Association akdh Com-
munities has been on the radio a couple of tinted,she and |
have talked and when you compare our jurisdictmthe rest
of the country — as | referenced yesterday in myarks —
we are the envy of many jurisdictions and thatdsduse we do
enjoy a relatively strong working relationship.sltbased on
collaboration and not confrontation and that isllyekey to
moving things forward. The Government of Canadadito see
that as well, in terms of moving initiatives such iafrastruc-
ture.

That is something that | know that she has givenlacdes
in terms of the good working relationship that speally the
Department of Community Services has had with tesogia-
tion of Yukon Communities and all the municipal gav-
ments. We continue to improve upon that relationsind so
we are working with really a similar voice in enisigr that we
do have that successor program to Building Canada.

In particular, I'm happy to say the supplementasijreate
that we’re talking about today is actually requegta number
of increases. A few examples of those infrastrctpirojects
are as follows: $336,000 for the Na Cho Nyék DustHation
geothermal project; $400,000 for road upgrades eaver
Creek, as the project is proceeding ahead of stdednd
$350,000 for road improvements and $735,000 fonkiing
water wellhead production and protection in Burwhahding.
Again, both of those projects are moving more dyithan we
initially anticipated, so this funding is being aced to be
able to meet the good work.

There is a $939,000 increase for the Carcross iddnka-
ter treatment system upgrades, also due to theeqirbjeing
ahead of schedule; a $57,000 increase to transfielirfg from
planning administration to the project, representiompleted
design work for the sewage treatment and wasterveatec-
tion in Carmacks; and $800,000 for road upgrades rasur-
facing in Carmacks, as the project is ahead ofdidiee

Thanks to having infrastructure funding in place'wse
been able to really enhance the capacity of ouwallbailding
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trades and contractors across the territory. Theydaing very
fantastic work on Yukoners’ behalf, and | attribatéot of that
to a lot of these projects being ahead of schedule.

We also are requesting just over a $1-million iaseefor
the completion of the sewage treatment, the distreating
system in Dawson City. A $200,000 increase is retpeefor
water and sewer pipe replacements in Faro; $2.lemiin-
crease to advance water treatment and arsenic etnmiov
Haines Junction — another example of a projectithatoving
much more quickly than initially anticipated.

We're requesting $18,000 in additional funding tover
the completion of Old Crow roads, which has helfzedolve a
long-standing drainage issue that will not onlygéren the life
of those community roads, but will make them sdéerlocal
residents.

A $917,000 increase is requested to proceed wihCia
Crow water supply upgrade since the project is mgvnore
quickly that expected and is nearing completiorst Javer
$525,000 is identified to keep pace with progressipgrades
to community roads in Pelly Crossing. $555,000I$® adenti-
fied to move forward with improvements to communibads
in Ross River — again, the project moving more klyi¢han
anticipated. $37,000 is requested to continue wathd and
drainage upgrades in the community of Teslin, astl pver $2
million to advance work on arsenic treatment aridkiing wa-
ter improvements in Teslin. $500,000 is also retpgeo con-
tinue work on the Teslin Tlingit Council road updes —
again, as the project is moving more quickly thapeeted.
This is just another example of how the commurstyorking
together but, rest assured, there is more worle tddme.

With the successor to the Building Canada fundIvioe
able to continue to work on those improvementsommunity
roads, such as in the community of Teslin, whidmdw they
continue to aspire to and we're pleased to contimurework
with them.

Just over $3.6 million is also identified in thepplemen-
tary budget to move ahead with water and sewer ygeades
in Watson Lake, including the replacement of thengwnity
wet well — that's under the Building Canada funtiafalso is
coupled with $45,000 for the Lakeview Drive watedaewer
project identified under MRIF — municipal rural iaktructure
fund. We also have approximately $2 million iddetf for
reconstruction of Black Street here in Whitehonse $290,000
in upgrades to the intersection at Two Mile Hildahe Alaska
Highway.

| also wanted to remind members that when it cotoes
Building Canada funding, Yukon government contrdsu25
percent, and Canada contributes about 75 peraemther ju-
risdictions, that mix has been different and, inotfdhere has
been an expectation that the municipality has aetstributed
to those projects. That's not necessarily the base.

So when it does run its course, we will have cbuoted
just over $240 million-plus in support of criticafrastructure
improvements. So, again, we recognize the wide flisrier
Yukoners of all these infrastructure improvemeiatsgd we’ll
continue to work with the Government of Canada ahdf our

partners here in the territory to work on thoseaaref impor-
tance.

Mr. Barr: I would like to start by saying that people
who are calling in would still like clarificationsao their street
lights in rural communities and on the highways.

| heard at the Marsh Lake LAC meeting last nighdtth
there is a plan to introduce tipping fees at Mdrake solid-
waste facility. I'm worried that this could lead garbage being
burned in backyards or dumped in the bush. Is diisision
regarding introducing tipping fees a direction froime Yukon
government, and how does this move adhere t&ken Solid
Waste Action Plan? Are other solid-waste facilities introducing
tipping fees?

Also in regard to the solid-waste facility contiaca public
tender for transporting and processing of recyelsbirom
solid-waste facilities in rural Yukon advertisedp8amber 12,
2012, was cancelled. Why was this tender cancelietl what
is the contractual arrangement to do this work?

A public tender for preparation of management plaos
solid-waste facilities in Yukon advertised July 2012, was
cancelled. Why was this tender cancelled and wh#te con-
tractual arrangement to do this work? What has beertotal
cost of upgrades to solid-waste facilities to mtiem transfer
stations?

I've also heard issues about the compactors thes ywer-
chased for the solid-waste facilities in the Yukdiey are
compactors that were built for cardboard and tipents that |
have from the different facilities is that they baziready ex-
perienced several breakdowns. The cold weatherirmisTi0
— they don’t work; they're built for household gade.

There have been some electrical repairs done. [Eutrie
cal was done wrong. There have been rumours tlailige the
wrong compactors were bought in the first place tiav —
this is why | asked for the costs — we may haveuitd little
houses around these compactors to protect them flmam
weather so that they will work efficiently. | askhw we
wouldn’t have bought the correct ones to begin withere is a
concern that fluids leaking out of these compactoes health
issues to those attendants in the solid-wasteitfasil When |
was speaking with one attendant at one of the outhakes
facilities he asked about his concerns for histhdalregard to
the chemicals that are unknown to anybody that theyw out
and how they mix together — what'’s the governmeibg to
do in regard to his health? The response he toldvaee that
we’ll deal with that when it happens — unsatisfagto

There are also concerns around contracts in saistenfa-
cilities, that they were way late this year. Coatsathat would
have been put forward and signed, sealed and dedive May
weren't done until September of this year, whickated issues
with the weather, with transporting the tires ofithe commu-
nity to Alberta. They ask why, with respect to thié tires that
are disposed of in the Yukon, this contract isetdered to
people in the Yukon and the jobs made availabMéukoners.
The shredding of these tires goes out to Albertd they're
shredded there and then distributed to peopletf@rgractical
uses. Why are we not benefiting Yukoners not onil wthis
by-product of tires, but also the jobs available?
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There is also fire management at the Fire Marsi@tffse
— I'm glad to see that there’s money being put fanmivin this
budget around that. Is there money in this budgeddress the
need for standardized equipment between volunteerde-
partments that have mutual aid agreements? Asallriecthe
last sitting, | brought this forward and there sedmstill be a
lack of clarity as to standardization of equipmentfor exam-
ple, Tagish to Carcross, the fittings don’'t matghwhen they
go to a fire — they have to have a pool and sucipifrom the
other truck rather than connecting one to the other

There is also a recruitment for volunteers at tbkinteer
fire departments. This is a big problem. There Hze®n volun-
teer fire departments that have been active inptst. | have
recently heard that a volunteer fire department \Wwatg
threatened to be padlocked because of not havirtheaposi-
tions filled. We don’t want to see this in our conmities, and
this causes fear in people who live in these raoamhmunities
about their public safety.

Are we doing enough to support the recruitment toed
retention of volunteer firefighters? | would alskel to know:
What is the process, then, in shutting down a uekemnfire
department, when they were threatened by this?ilyudkun-
derstand, a couple of volunteers have steppedngpjta not
going to be shutting down. But | know this is a cem, not
only in the one community | spoke of.

The Dog Act — I've heard from constituents about prob-
lems in unincorporated communities with dogs. Thagy Act
states: “No owner shall permit a dog to run atéa¢g) in an
area that may be defined by the Commissioner inciiiee
Council; (b) contrary to a bylaw made by the coln€ia mu-
nicipality; (c) that is of a vicious temperamentdangerous to
the public safety; or (d) while in heat. (2) Arfioér may seize
or kill a dog found running at large, contrary targgraph
(1)(c)", or when citizens in unincorporated areascainter
dangerous dogs they are told to call the RCMP. Igard that
the RCMP — it’s difficult — when they arrive, th@uation is
over and the threat is still out there to the comities.

Is a review of thédog Act scheduled, as well as putting re-
sources in place to deal with dog problems in umipcrated
areas? I'd like to hear a report on the effectiwsnef the ani-
mal welfare officer and whether there is any irgeie extend-
ing the powers of this office to include complaistemming
from theDog Act.

Also, the Tagish LAC is still waiting on an orderi
council. The LAC has been in existence for manyryemd
they do not, as yet — and | might add that, atrtfexjuest, I've
been waiting to put this out there, because thittiat possi-
bly last year this was going to go ahead, and theeestill no
defined jurisdiction boundaries.

Although they are an active LAC — and | might atidtt
the people who volunteer on LACs do so time anctagain.
The volunteer “cup” in the communities is small,rsany peo-
ple duplicate their efforts. | think we could at$ provide
them with the order-in-council so that they coulavé that
clarified for them. | know that in the past othéi@ve stepped
down from their positions because they felt theyenmot being
listened to.

In regard to consumer protection, our consumeregtin
law is old. When a consumer has a complaint, theyt@ld to
write the company first, get a response and alftisrthe con-
sumer protection officer can offer some mediatietwen the
complainant and the company to resolve the issw@vé\had a
discussion with a Yukoner who went through thiscess and
said he wasn't offered much assistance. We knowhefold
line, “Let the buyer beware”, and | would believeatt most
good companies want honest feedback from consuamet<o
have the opportunity to resolve complaints.

So I'm curious about whether Yukon’s consumer prote
tion laws offer enough consumer protection. I'eelilo hear the
minister’'s thoughts on this. As well, what do othetsdictions
do? Across the country there are consumer complahout
things like payday loans and cellphone contractsedr this
from people and | see the young folks forfeitingtpat their
paycheques to these fast-cash facilities. Are thegeplans to
introduce rules to provide more consumer protectiorthis
area?

Hon. Ms. Taylor: There was a multitude of requests
put forward by the member opposite and | will do myost to
respond to those in the next couple of supplemiestar

I might as well just start off with the member opjte’s
reference to solid waste. A couple of years agdoriucame
up with theYukon Solid Waste Action Plan which was a vision
as to how we can modernize and make solid-wasteagean
ment sustainable — one that is responsible aneéduad the
north and bringing it in line with environmentalagtices and
sustainability objectives.

The plan that really sets the stage in a broad fmasthe
government is to implement key improvements andkwath
the communities, municipalities, industry, and staiders to
explore those approaches to improving waste rewycliiver-
sion, reduction and handling. | believe we have ensubstan-
tive progress in this regard over the territory.alVhcan say is
that practices continue to evolve pretty rapidisotighout the
territory. Of course, our challenges in the nontd ehallenges
unique to the north compared to the rest of thentgul would
like to say that one of the things that we havenb&erking on
is the open burning of the domestic waste. | waag#d to see
that it did come to an end in 2012, as per peratdtsinistered
through the Department of Environment within 20oaf unin-
corporated solid-waste facilities.

We have been refocusing our operations toward siiver
rather than disposal. We have been working on iripgosite
management and a number of key facility improvesewe
have installed groundwater monitoring wells atodlbur facili-
ties. There are a lot of examples as to how we baes work-
ing to address solid waste in the territory — agam | refer-
enced earlier, through the Building Canada funde ©h the
five top planks in coming up with an infrastructyslan for the
territory was based on solid-waste improvementsce&s2007,
we have been working to make solid-waste improvésen
have quite a list of examples of how we have beerking
toward improving facilities and the way we handlaste in our
territory in every single community. There has beeriot
achieved.
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Earlier this year — in March of this year, actually we
came through with some additional funding for saligste
management. That included dollars toward the ojmerand
maintenance, and we also came up with some ddbarsapi-
tal infrastructure improvements. That added investmhas
helped to improve recycling and waste diversiomas helped
to enhance waste handling systems and site sifags helped
complete those groundwater monitoring stationstaednstal-
lation thereof; it also improved household hazasdoaste
management at our facilities.

There is a lot of work to be done. This is no snfisdit. |
will be very, very clear on that. Some of the itethat the
member opposite made reference to — | can't spedkdse
specifically because, forgive me, I'm not involwaith check-
ing out every one of the compactors at every oneuofunin-
corporated sites, but that's the first that I'veaftkof it. So |
thank the member opposite for that, and we’ll delyalook
into that.

In other words, it is the department that admimsstihe
plan, brings to fruition the implementation of thlan; it really
is the work of the department that lives and brestinat work
on a day-to-day basis. That said, | thank the merpposite
for bringing forth those concerns.

The tire-shredding contracts being issued latederl't is-
sue those contracts on a day-to-day basis, but hWdeat say is
that where we'’re at is because we've had Yokon Solid

plan and also looking at ways to modernize in dicieht and
effective manner. So | had great discussions witty Gf
Whitehorse officials about the steps that theyaking. It's
interesting to note that 85 percent of the wastbiwithe terri-
tory is really derived through the City of Whiteker so they
are obviously a key player in all of this.

We need to work very closely with the City of Wiitese,
and we need to work closely with all stakeholdersatk about
the challenges, talk about the opportunities anstevdiversion
— and really determine what those key essentiahelgs are
for moving forward.

Again, there has been lots of great feedback frtakes
holders over the course of the last year duringenyre as the
Minister of Community Services. Rest assured, veryghing
has gone as perfectly as we would have liked, bwtith any-
thing relatively new and within the time constrairats well, |
think that the department has worked to the bestsadbility
and so we remain committed to working toward adtgeto our
obligations and our commitments in the action plan.

There’s a lot to it and there are a lot of requieats —
even just educating individuals in the communitid® haven't
necessarily had to recycle or sort or really thaflout how we
handle waste. | think in Whitehorse we have hadukary of
having the opportunity to experience the cart systehere
we've had garbage and compost every other weekhsive
recycling facilities and they've done a great jobprivate sec-

Waste Action Plan in place for a couple of years, we have madeor and public as well — but we also have to pagdhto the

a number of improvements and, specifically sinceudsy 1,
2012, the no-burning requirements and the new atgry re-
guirements associated with environmental compliance

We have really had to initiate a lot of swift chesgand a
lot of those changes | can say that, in travelling territory
over the course of the summer and in the springaayain in
the fall, | have heard first-hand concerns raisgdnblividuals
in a number of communities and by way of MLAs, memnsb
opposite, and also members on our side of the Hdosking
for clarity, looking for information and providirtpat construc-
tive feedback as to how we can improve the deliargolid
waste management. We are working toward makintfidient
and making it responsive to the needs, but atdheegime, we
have to be cost effective as well.

As much as we would love to be everything to eveeyat
is a difficult task. There is a fiscal bottom linad we have to
be held accountable for expenditures and investnantall
areas, and solid waste is one of them, so we afewing
where we're at and | think it's a key time to dathWwhen we
announced some of the new dollars in place eaHisrspring,
it was almost $800,000 in new O&M monies. We wdletted
those dollars on that year basis to come back gpatrtr and see
how we're doing — was it enough? Was it not enouglitere
can we improve? Where can we tweak? So reallyldsfnto
an opportunity for us to review where we're at vitte plan.

Are we meeting each of the intended objectives? wee
on track? What do we need to do? That said, it weag inter-
esting — last night | actually had the opporturityl stopped
in at a public open house hosted by the City of téHurse,
which is also currently working on their own soligiste action

communities that they don’t necessarily have thfsaistructure
on the ground. So this is new ground for some alipso there
is a great deal of public education to be dedictaetiis ongo-
ing effort.

There are the same challenges in Whitehorse —niteso
down to encouraging individuals and not just resid but
the commercial and industrial sector as well. dfléte a com-
plex, interwoven network of partners involved witthoving
forward, but I am pleased to see the progress bminde and
we'll continue to work with community partnershigs well.

With respect to the Fire Marshal’s Office, | waslhg
pleased upon taking office and assuming this filehave
learned so much about fire protection and struttiima and
wildland fire management, and | continue to leagontinue to
be overwhelmed by the passion and by the commitroént
every single individual who contributes their tirued also sac-
rifices their time on behalf of us.

| was in Dawson earlier this summer for the AGMtloé
Association of Yukon Fire Chiefs. They had issueduanber
of long-service medals and awards for their acc@hpients
over the year.

There was quite a healthy crew of individuals iatttoom
representing every single community from Ross RiteWat-
son Lake, to Dawson City obviously — Dawson haseayv
healthy crew of very committed individuals who gh#éne re-
sponsibility of EMS responders and also structfirel

It certainly has opened up my eyes as to the oggagu-
latory — | wouldn't say “burden”, but there are végments
associated every time we alter regulations. I'msagyting that's
bad thing because they are there to enhance tbgy <Hf our
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firefighters and our first responders, but thatsdtake require-
ments financially and with human resources as Wehat we
have done over the course of the last year is vabdtesely
with the Fire Marshal's Office and with the muniaidire de-
partments to identify some of those deficiencies.

There have been deficiencies; there’s no questiouitait.
That's why that has precipitated the new investsienade to
structural fire. Earlier this spring, over at thel@n Horn fire
hall, | was able to announce the $1.9-million inwgent. That
is really substantive because, according to oarrfiarshal, that
was the largest investment in structural fire irk¥u's history.
That will go a long way because, as | mentioneghynopening
remarks to do with the supplementary, it will dablir capac-
ity. Currently we have two deputy fire marshalsg axf course,
we have hired another one. Another one is comingti@am in
the new year, | believe. That will be a total otifoplus the
Yukon fire marshal. That in itself will really helpdd that ca-
pacity to not only work with the unincorporated coomities,
but with each of the municipal fire departmentsm8oare
stronger than others and they have been working far a
long, long time.

This added capacity will go a long way in termsref
cruitment and retaining volunteers. It's an ongds®yie; it's an
ongoing challenge, but | believe that, again, byirtg skilled
individuals with expertise on the structural fiides they will
be able to motivate individuals in the communites provide
those necessary skills to do their jobs in a saf# effective
manner and provide the training capacity througit thobile
live fire training facility. That is going to addhalement that’s
going to also help to attract and retain. Theseevedirrecom-
mendations made by our fire marshal, and | relythat fire
marshal to provide the leadership to our governriretégrms of
direction and working with the municipal fire depaents on
how we can better respond to emergency eventsow khe
fire marshal works diligently and with great passigith each
of our municipal and First Nation governments tarads the
ongoing issue of attracting and retaining individu@ volun-
teer.

| recognize that some communities have had mofiedH#
ties compared to others but, as I've stated orfltog, we're
committed to providing the equipment and the tragnneces-
sary through the leadership of the Fire Marshalffic® and
working through the leadership offered by our mipdt fire
departments as well on this very issue. The Fireshi’'s Of-
fice manages and supports some 16 volunteer fpartfeents,
which includes 225 volunteers, as | understandt’Stealarge
group of volunteers, including 16 fire chiefs. Thesembers,
I've just been reminded, have responded to somefig&ESand
emergencies in the Yukon last year alone: 257 rétated,
some 70 life and fire safety inspections, and Biential stor-
age tank removal inspections. So, with the conaldergrowth
in our territory and the added population, we reing the
challenges, but | commend our Fire Marshal’'s Officel eve-
ryone who contributes of their time on a voluntbasis. | see
that my time is up again.

November 15, 2012
Ms. Hanson: | have about three areas that | would
like to touch on with the minister, so | don't inttto be all
that long.

Because it was raised with me a number of timesyn
riding, an important area in my riding is the Whibese Public
Library. Since Community Development division indéas pub-
lic libraries, | was hoping that the minister coglmmment on a
concern that has been expressed. There was anedeearlier
today to program sunsetting, and there are alsarthkcations
and the impact of federal government cuts. Oneéhefauts is
Industry Canada’s community access program, wtash, un-
derstand it, has been around since about 1994 moetbing,
which has helped libraries and other community hplsticu-
larly those in remote and rural locations that jevree public
access to computers and the Internet.

I'm sure, Madam Chair, in your community of Watson
Lake — I've been in libraries in Mayo and just abewvery
community whether they are shared facilities ondtalone
facilities — one of the most used aspects of thaieiople using
the free Internet for limited periods of time, amtreasingly
limited periods of time, in order to either keeptouch with
family or to look for jobs or to do research. Yaesstudents in
the libraries a lot — particularly students who ddrave any
other safe place to do work.

Apparently the federal government declared thatpite
gram had outlived its usefulness because 94 peofédanadi-
ans now live in communities where broadband Inteaneess
is available for purchase. It's my sense that egttihis pro-
gram means a direct service cut to Yukoners’ actesthe
Internet, and it could be yet another example whate in ser-
vices have the greatest impact on people with aeidfixed
income, and certainly in my riding that is verydru~or the
people who use the public library, and in partictee Internet
services, that is their reality and so it's my ityas well.

It is one thing for the federal government to segrgbody
has access, but the Canadian Library Associationtgub out
when these cuts were put across on a national theisnly 79
percent of Canadian households have Internet ctipne@nd
just 54 percent of households in the lowest incbnaeket do.

So it may save money, but our concern is abouptten-
tial impact of these federal cuts in our communiityad hoped
that the minister could apprise the House thatisingonitoring
this situation and what the impact of this is ia tfukon. I'd be
interested if the minister could tell the House e historic
amount is that the territory has received for thisgram and
what'’s projected for the future in terms of what thuts are and
how they will be accommodated in this territorysay that be-
cause each territory responds in a different wig.nhy under-
standing that in May of this year, the Governmenionavut
announced it would take over the $85,000 gap irdifum for
the community access program, and I'm wonderirtgefe are
similar plans in this territory in order to proviéssential ser-
vice for people in this area — if that's someththgt the min-
ister is proposing to do here — and backfilling wehéhe fed-
eral government has vacated the field, | guessh&ts one.

The other area is in the corporate policy and comesuaf-
fairs division of Community Services. | note thhe tminister
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has overall responsibility — and I'd like her t@gfy the role
and responsibility she has vis-a-vis the Yukon MeHiCoun-
cil. Is this an oversight role? Is it a fundinge®lIf it's a fund-
ing role, what resources are provided to the Yukétedical

Council? How is the amount determined and is iiewed or
evaluated? Is the minister involved at all in tpp@ntments to
the Medical Council? I'd be interested in that.

The third area that | would ask, and it has to dit w—
there was a fair amount of money — well, money, wesswell
as discussion with respect to infrastructure. Qastahe terri-
torial government has made a significant contrdoutfinan-
cially to the planning of the Whistle Bend develain this
city. When would the plan be to complete the pawhfRange
Road? If anybody drives out there, the paving ahde Road
between the upgraded road works from Whistle Bendhe
Mountainview intersection.

The final area has to do with following up with pest to
the oil-fired appliances working group recommenatadi One
of the key recommendations that was in that workingup
report and seems to have slipped under the radarigint out
of the focus of the government in terms of whatythe indi-
cated they're planning to do was to require peeygie service
oil-fired appliances to be certified journeypersoih burner
mechanics. | just remind, again, that we've hadrepgoing
back to 2007 through to 2010, and the recommenuaib the
previous committee. There’s the importance of hghmat as-
pect of it, and the other part of it is that we &vpteased to see
in the newResidential Landlord and Tenant Act that the gov-
ernment’s going to make carbon monoxide and smealecd
tors mandatory. | understand that there’s a latashplexity to
the process of getting the rules and the regulatianplace.
Hopefully we see some amendments to this act, bog ohis
act is passed, it will take about a year to ges¢tregulations in
place.

My concern and the concern of the Official Oppositis
what kind of interim measures will be put in plate make
carbon monoxide and smoke detectors mandatory mowes
don’'t see a repeat of the kind of tragedy that oeculast
January.

There are sort of four focal areas of question hecer-
tainly look forward to the response from the migiist

Chair:

like a break?
All Hon. Members: Agreed.
Chair: Committee of the Whole will recess for 15

minutes.
Recess

Chair: Committee of the Whole will now come to or-
der. We will continue with debate on Vote 51, Depeant of
Community Services.

Hon. Ms. Taylor: I'll do my best to respond to the
Leader of the Official Opposition.

With respect to the question regarding the commyuanit
cess program offered by the Government of Canadéhat
program, as | understand, is administered undeD#partment

of Economic Development and has been since it virgs f
formed. That said, | know that the Minister of Eoaric De-
velopment has been monitoring changes to the pmogred we
will certainly continue to work with the Departmeot Eco-
nomic Development.

As the member opposite said, enhancing connectivity

among Yukoners to the rest of the world via broadbaccess
is critically important and especially to our publibraries. It is
one of the very few public places in the territdinat we are
able to provide that free Internet access to Yukomeer the
course of a period of hours on any given day. | s@pwe are
very proud of each of the libraries that we overdeeughout
the territory. | know that even the Whitehorse Rullibrary

— I think it was almost a year ago that we weredblrelocate
the public library to the new space in the Kwaiiiun Cultural

Centre, and what an added improvement that is —hae

been able to work on expanding our social mediaqgmee, for
example, through Facebook, as well as through wur ldorary

website. Wi-fi access is also being provided inioas rural

locations as well as in the City of Whitehorse.

Booking software is also being used to ensure usave
equitable access to our Internet and computerosigtiand of
course the use of e-books, as well, has been & gxpansion
of the services that we provide in the library.

I'm just wondering if | have some statistics on ##ook
resource. Unfortunately, | don’t have that at rmgértips. But
| can say that we continue to deliver services hy wof phasing
in e-books, as | mentioned. We now have an e-fbweith
downloadable e-books and audio books, and we agtto
carry on that very theme. It's amazing — the veagtdl infra-
structure, so to speak, being made available tooveks with-
out having to leave their own homes to access itirary is
incredible, actually, when | think about it — where were
some 20 years ago, and where we are today. Itte qngredi-
ble. So we continue to celebrate libraries throughbe terri-
tory. Of course, just having the ability to connachong our
own public libraries and celebrating connecting gleowith
information through a broad range of sources ithefutmost
importance. | can say that with information, as éntioned,
being widely accessible on-line, libraries haverbeemewhat
challenged to keep the pace and offer new sertizése pub-

Before the minister rises, would the memberslic in such a competitive environment.

So I'm very appreciative of the public libraries finose
innovative ways of providing those resources amgices in a
variety of formats to meet the needs of the petipdy serve
through audio books, DVDs — often with multi-langeaca-
pacity — a number of children’s collections, | knoim the
new public library in Whitehorse. In the publicrdvy in Wat-
son Lake, there is actually a toy library — an abtdesource
that is unique to that library.

I mentioned the growing e-book collection, whichmas
| understand, includes more than 700 titles andde& sig-
nificant growth in virtual checkouts — interestipgénough,
more than 3,000 in the last year alone. The puitraries are
continuing to work to expand the collection of lewgrint
books for those with visual impairments. Againghlty com-
mend our libraries for connecting the people aravipling that
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safe and welcoming, warm environment for individual group came together and did their work. They caak lwith

throughout the territory. | think they have dongraat job of
keeping pace with the changing world. That said,need to
continue to make improvements in programs, sudhesom-
munity access. The program is and will continuebéovery
important. We’'ll continue to work with the Departmef Eco-
nomic Development on ensuring that we continueateetthese
services made available and that we continue t@rmekmand
improve upon the delivery through Internet connéigsti

With respect to the Yukon Medical Council, the memb
opposite raised a question regarding the role ah@anity
Services in providing oversight — that, | beliewas the ques-
tion that was posed. As the member opposite mayvkioe
primary purpose of providing that professional fagan is
public protection. In the Yukon, health professi@re either
self-regulating or they're regulated by Yukon goweent.
Registered nurses, for example, are the only seliating
health profession in the territory.

Physicians are often referred to as quasi-selflatigg in
the territory because of thkledical Profession Act, which
establishes the actual Yukon Medical Council, amittv plays
a strengthened regulatory role compared
committees set out under other health professigisi&ion. So
it is a bit of an anomaly.

The Yukon Medical Council, as | mentioned, is dugtay
body that’'s created under tMedical Profession Act to be the
primary decision-maker for providing that admingsive and
disciplinary oversight of the medical professionviakon. It's
independent from the Government of Yukon and isetbing
that is administered or is housed within the Departt of
Community Services. The Yukon Medical Council i®dfi-
cally established under section (2)(1) of the &bie members
are, indeed, appointed by Cabinet to serve at ptedsr three-
year terms. The membership of the council consiftthree
physician members nominated by the Yukon Medicaoksm-
tion. They are resident in Yukon and registeredeuritie act.
One physician member from outside of Yukon is chose
consultation with the Yukon Medical Association ana pub-
lic members.

| think section 2(3) of the act also states thatusth a
member’s appointment expire, that member will cmungi to
serve until a successor has been appointed. Ipastewe have
found that vacancies have not necessarily impainedcoun-
cil’s ability to exercise its powers under the Egtion.

With respect to the other question that the menoipgo-
site referred to — | think it was the oil-fired digmce review
— | know there has been significant debate in &Bsembly
regarding this matter. As you will recall, earltbis March the
minister responsible for Yukon Housing Corporatad |, as
Minister of Community Services, tasked an oil-firggpliance
working group to come together and put forth recemda-
tions for enhancing the safety of oil-fired furnade the terri-
tory. They did that. | believe that Marc Perreaulbo was the
chair of the working group, assembled a group téptesented
industry and municipalities for Association of Yuk@€ommu-
nities, and | believe there were two industry repaddition to
the chair. One was certified and one was non-gedtifThe

a set of recommendations, which is housed in art¢pat was
presented to us in August or September. Within digtgsally
less than a week, we did respond by agreeing ®ttek report
out to the communities in the territory.

The minister responsible for Yukon Housing Corpiorat
and | embarked on a territory-wide discussion wéhidents.
We went to all the communities. | know | went t@ ttommu-
nities of Ross River, Carmacks, Pelly Crossing, sbiatLake,
Teslin, Faro and others. Those are the ones thmé ¢o mind
right away. Based on the actual work of the repbthe work-
ing group and the input received from citizens asrthe terri-
tory, we announced on October 25 that we would bgimg
forward with a number of changes in response. Bégjcthe
three areas of importance were public educatios,ttlining
and education initiatives and also the regulatagidlative
piece.

What we were able to announce on October 25 was mov
ing forward with a number of changes. SpecificaMykon
Housing Corporation has agreed to spearhead tHemduca-
tion campaign, working with a multitude of diffetedepart-

to advisorgnents because of the multi-departmental elementot-only

Education, but Yukon Housing Corporation, certaitiiyough
Department of Community Services and others regfligar-
heading this public education and public awaremasspaign
that specifically targets the residents in our camities, pro-
moting the importance of maintaining a proper iliatan of
home heating systems.

What was heard time and time again throughout @th-c
munities was that we need to really step up theomapce of
our own shared responsibilities. Not only is it gevernment'’s
responsibility or industries’ responsibility, bulsialso the in-
dividual homeowner’s responsibility to do our p&otensure
that our homes are safe. That comes down to educatid
informing individuals of the importance of havirfgat routine
maintenance on their home heating appliance.

| have to say that my father was a building conitnator
over 45 years. | remember when we purchased catrtfome
almost 16 years ago, the first thing he asked esenyle year
was, “Have you had your furnace maintained? Hawehend it
serviced? Have you set up that appointment?” Attiime, |
just thought, “This is really growing old, actuafly did not see
the merit of needing to have that annual maintemabat we
had it done.

Another individual in the community said to us —dahis
was not just one individual, but many — that peshi#fpwe
paid as much attention to our furnaces or our hbmeating
appliances as we do our vehicles how much furthead we
would be. Again, just a reminder of the very impore and
how we have to all do our part.

Again emphasizing the individual homeowner and the
landlord — the tenant responsibilities. Increasagareness
about the importance of early warning devices lgmoke
alarms, the carbon monoxide detectors; absolutéigal to do
just that. Working with the communities and indysto de-
velop the checklist which identifies relevant psinproper in-
stallation, modification, and servicing of oil-fdeappliances,
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and enhancing — and this is very key — the oppdisfor
residents to access contractors visiting commugifier exam-
ple, for Yukon Housing Corporation work. That wénsalutely
critical, because what we heard in the communitias that not
every community has the liberty — by far the langajority of
communities did not have certified technicians withheir
community.

So until such time as we are able to build a cayaii
having certified people on the ground in our comities, we
need to work with the communities or through Fix&ttion
governments — whether it's in Pelly Crossing or thiee it's
with municipal governments like Watson Lake — tdpheoor-
dinate, similarly to what they do with surveyorsr £xample,
in Watson Lake. They take a tally, such as a lighdividual
homeowners who would like to obtain the serviceadfur-
veyor — not necessarily there, but through the wipality —
and piggybacking on to that ability so the indivatilhome-
owner is not hamstrung by the costs associated tvatkel and
per diems and so forth. Rather, that cost is bégheur mu-
nicipal governments or First Nation governments smdbrth.

The Department of Education, once again, is beasged
to work with the other departments and the collegkad the
development and implementation of training, agaiyviding
that education on the ground and delivering it est las possi-
ble within the communities, with that accessibilfactor and
affordability factor as well.

So again, we are assisting eligible individualdhezome
certified mechanics and enhancing those trainingpdpnities
for apprentices to participate in school technicaihing in the
Yukon. That was a key critical point as well. Thare a lot of
individuals in the communities who may have beemglohis
work for 25 years — they're not certified, but threygood at
their work. How are we able to assist those indigld to make
that additional step, but in the meantime, enabésnt so that
when the furnaces do run out in the middle of tighhtwhen it
turns cold that they are still able to do that &t be held li-
able within the legislation for breaking the law,te speak.

The third component, of course, has to do withdiagjive
and regulatory changes. Of course, two of thoseireghat
building permits for those major modifications, tiferation
and installations of those appliances be issuextiified indi-
viduals, and also requiring the installation of ¢bocarbon
monoxide smoke detectors in all Yukon residenceduding
rental units. Which way we do that, whether by tation or
by legislation, is what we’re doing our homework &s | un-
derstand it, we will be the first in the country dotually im-
plement this, by legislation or by regulation, twsere that all
homes are geared with those early warning devices.

Again, we are going to be taking a little bit ahg&, but we
have committed to coming back in the next few menilith
those specific changes.

Mr. Silver:
today from Community Services. | will keep my comtee
brief. | have several specific questions, and | M@ppreciate
some specific answers. I'm just going to list thath right
away in my 20 minutes here.

I’'m going to start with my first question, which d train-
ing for initial-attack firefighters. We have an emsive file on
this issue. We've been in communication with actundial-
attack firefighters. We’ve been talking with theeagies that
handle the hiring and the contracting of the FAiation crews
and the actual certified trainers as well. We'vikad with a
few of them. I've also sent a letter to the ministeAugust on
this topic.

The issue here is that people have been receianfiia-
ing information as to the — well, for one, the dahility of
training locally with local trainers and also thest of such
training.

I would like the minister to take this opportunity clear
the air on a few of these questions.

Is the minister aware of how many local instructars in
Yukon who are willing to instruct? What is the ces&r indi-
vidual and what would the cost be for a class? Eh&ssuming
there would be a number cut-off for that individeatie.

We're still lacking a plan from this government ftire
overflow of the Quigley landfill. What is being deto address
this? What is the rural waste management solution?

Land development protocol for Dawson and other comm
nities — | have brought up several times in thiséxably the
need for a specific land development protocol fewdon and
for other municipalities. The minister is on recandHansard
speaking of her support for this initiative. | wddike to know
if there is a timeline for the development and iempéntation
of this protocol as it is critical to solving loté municipalities’
unique housing crises.

The increase for funding to the firefighters — tlaism-
mitment was released to the public on May 8 of traar. |
don’t want to bite the hand — we did get an add#id$40,000
in Dawson for our fire crews, and I'm unsure wha¢ bther
numbers are for the other incorporated communites.| do
know a bit about the process.

It seems that the fire crews were asked to prosiceim-
ber based upon need, and then the departmentdepite a
dollar value in response. In the Klondike, the merslof that
particular fire crew provided a number that wasrdvE00,000,
| believe. Can the minister maybe run through tleeision
process, where they come up with the number ofd®0¢com-
pared to what was put forth? Once again, I'm nitcezing. |
am really merely inquiring as to that process.

We're looking for line items here for the lawsuitat was
covered outside of courts with Norcope, with theistla Bend
subdivision. We're wondering if there was an ougofirt set-
tlement that includes cash and if there is an Atinmitem that
we could be directed to, where that would be insingplemen-
tary budget or any other previous budget.

The last one here — I'll go strictly to the lasteohere. It
comes to my favourite question for the minister. Weeived a

Thank you to the officials who are here commitment from the minister after one of — if may very

first — but one of my first questions in this Legtive Assem-
bly in regard to a recreation centre in Dawson.

In her answer, she made positive comments on ta-pr
ous Minister of Community Service’'s commitment dgria
press release on the campaign trail in the summe0hl
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where he said in two, three years tops, therebeila new rec-
reation centre — not a rebuild, but an actual neeraational
centre in Dawson. The current minister, when ansgemy

first question here in the Legislative Assemblyt i&zl, made
reference to it only being the first of many sessim this gov-
ernment’'s mandate, so | will continue to ask eaole e have
this opportunity for a general debate with Commyuiervices
for a progress report.

When can Klondikers plan in their calendars foildan-
cutting ceremony for a new or a completed currecteation
centre?

Those are my questions, and once again | would tbke
thank the officials for their time today.

Hon. Ms. Taylor: | would just like to say “welcome”
to the Member for Klondike. It's always a great opgpnity to
talk about all the good things we’re doing in thierdike.

It's actually always a good opportunity to talk aball the
good work we are doing in every community, but bknthat
the Member for Klondike, the Leader of the LibeParty, is
very much favourable to his own home riding.

With respect to initial-attack firefighters, | seatletter to
the member opposite on October 12 and tried tdddoest that
| could to respond to that training. | also cameoss another
individual in the City of Whitehorse who had raisthé same
concerns over the mixed message. That is somethatgwe
can go back and take the questions and the commaesesi by
the member opposite. As | referenced in my letbeua initial
attack firefighter training, it all comes down tational stan-
dards for crews. They are all varied according tfoatvtype
those crews are.

I’'m just going from my letter here, but the traigiis indi-
vidually tailored for a crew member following a yehorough
assessment of the respective needs of that spéfighter or
crew. Training is also dependent on circumstansesh as the
number of individuals who require training, expade levels
of crew members, senior staff availability and cés to who
actually provides training, | can’t say off the top my head.
That's more of an administrative matter, but | aiy will
endeavour to take a look at that.

As | mentioned in my letter, we offer crew membiirt-
ing when there is sufficient number of crews thag aither
administered by the Yukon government or First Nativews
who require it. | think | referenced typically anlyare around
20 individuals at a cost of approximately $40,000e also
offer a number of the seats to the public to addthe turn-
over, with the understanding that obviously emplewinis not
automatic, but still, it's a means of building cajpy within the
firefighter community.

| do know that we run annually a number of spenéaliin-
house training courses and recurring training ubir@gnch staff
as well as courses delivered by the college, diremgencies
and contractors that may likely be outside of theitory.
Again, the costs vary depending on those spec#ieda and
standards. Recognizing the value of this ongoimgnimg, |
would have to go and defer to our department. Mkitiat in
speaking with this individual from Whitehorse, Ivieaalerted

the department to it and | believe they are worlangt, but |
have not received an update as of yet.

With respect to the Quigley landfill — I love tatig about
dumps and it's a far departure from Tourism andt@eal —
dumps are so important to our routine day-to-désy. li also
know how complex the topic is, as | mentioned earin my
remarks about solid waste and how we handle wasteur
territory. It is no small feat, especially whena@ranunity con-
tinues to grow and there is industrial activitytlwivaste oil
and hazardous waste, which places pressure on leogetwid
of it.

I've had this discussion with AYC — Association of
Yukon Communities — a number of times over the seusf
the last year on everything from liabilities to ding a way
forward, working collaboratively with our commurmsi. Every
community is so unique in their needs and theiquaichal-
lenges. | appreciate the challenges associated @itigley
landfill, that’'s for sure. We have agreed to do auple of
things. | had a discussion recently with the newlgcted
Mayor of the City of Dawson in which | congratuldtthe new
mayor and his council as | did on the phone noglago. We
are committed to working with the communities — oy
AYC, but every single municipal government to addréhose
long-standing concerns about liabilities and alheot long-
standing concerns.

In the case of Dawson, it may not be that; it'dlyeeom-
ing up with a landfill agreement and that is sormgtwe have
been trying to do over the last several monthkirkt there is
perhaps a renewed appetite to at least sit down i new
mayor and council to take a look and come togetbtabora-
tively and identify how we can work together to egks some
of these challenges.

When | spoke with the new mayor — you know, he
pretty keen and excited to hear that the dooriisogien —
and, of course, it’s still open. We’re excited that the City of
Dawson would like to work with the Government of Rom.
We recognize that there is a significant amounivofk to be
accomplished on the solid-waste file, and we’ll toaune to
work with municipalities in the months ahead. Thaid, as |
mentioned yesterday in my remarks, we have alseeagto
strike a working group with Association of Yukon i@muni-
ties, similar to what we did on thdunicipal Act review and
also the comprehensive municipal grant. It's anotherking
group under the “Our Towns, Our Future” review, ahdy
have worked exceptionally well. I'm not saying thiais is go-
ing to be as easy as perhaps the others werevedyatbut they
have garnered that forum for having that reallydidrdiscus-
sion and, more importantly, coming up with solui@s to how
we can strengthen our working relationship.

I don’'t have a timeline — you know, when | spokehwi
the Mayor of the City of Dawson — | appreciate timakividual
was just elected in his new role, and a relativedw council as
well, so as soon as the time is ready, and thedfiBawson is
ready to move, we're right there as well.

| can't recall what the next question was — forgive.
Perhaps I'll go on to Norcope — sorry, | don't hate fourth
issue there. With respect to Norcope, the costsceged with

is
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delivering Whistle Bend — as | mentioned in the is&gjure,
of course, that is a matter that was before thetcand there
was an out-of-court settlement that came about eessalt of
that. | should say we always work hard to resoieputes out-
side of the courts, and we try our very best tmlkes those
disputes with mediation and, if necessary, arbitnatEven a
lot of those contracts have clauses to deal wigmthand be-
yond that, there are all these other dispute mesimen

We continue to deploy those methods in a numberayk.
When it comes to that particular dispute, as | oeed the
other day, there was an out-of-court settlemenerdiwas a
non-disclosure clause associated with that, sauhiable to talk
about the specifics of that dispute, other thasap that we're
pretty committed to ensuring that this project atidand de-
velopment projects go ahead on time and on budgetso
important to Yukoners. That's what we heard durihg last
election, and we’ll continue to work hard to reslall dis-
putes.

When all is said and done, at the end of the dalyistiié
Bend will be by far the largest subdivision projecttYukon’s
history. | think, all told, the costs are about $2illion to
deliver all of the eight phases of the project. reheill be dis-
putes from time to time, but | can say that ouffstéthin the
department work pretty closely with the Departmehtigh-
ways and Public Works and will continue to exercisese
dispute mechanisms before we head into court.

The third item is the land development protocothink
we've had some great wins by working with the GifyWhite-
horse over the last few years. Since about 2004evead an
agreement in place, a protocol with the City of Whorse, and
it has worked very well in providing that clarityrdhe roles
and responsibilities of each party in terms of \dging. That
wasn’t always the case. In years past, there wae stonfu-
sion. I'm not saying that things are perfect a# thme but this
protocol has really set the stage in terms of velnatthe priori-
ties, what are the roles of your government, whatthe re-
sponsibilities of our government and how can we kwtm-
gether, and just keeping that line of communicatpen. It's
something that has helped us to really streamlieedelivery
of land in the territory and it's something that wentinue to
improve upon. It's something also that we contitmevork on
with the communities like Watson Lake and the @tyDaw-
son.

I know that we have attempted to work with the Qify
Dawson in the previous year, but | think that thisrperhaps a
renewed interest in sitting down and talking abtbig issue as
well. So we look forward to that. It's great to helarecognize,
as I've stated on the floor, the challenges assatiwith land
development in the Klondike area and recognize tiatCity
of Dawson also has a new official community plaat tiof
course spells out some areas of interest to thedfiDawson
for future development. So we will continue to waevith them
on making land available within the city parameteBsit |
know that with the previous council, there was arerest in
looking outside of the municipal boundaries. Obsgiguour
preferred route would be within the boundaries bseaof the
infrastructure and because the costs of deliveairegperhaps

far more effective and efficient within than outsidrhat said
we look forward to working with Dawson on that asliw

Last but not least, there is the recreation celhtteuld go
on at great length about the recreation centred. jAst men-
tioned to the Member for Mount Lorne-Southern Lakégre
is significant interest in investing in communigcreation cen-
tres. | recognize that when it comes to Dawsorrethave been
some unique challenges over the years in delivasing new
recreation centre. We have an agreement in plad¢hémtoo is
another area that the Mayor of the City of Dawsod bspoke
to as well. That funding does come to an end neat yand so
we’re looking for the best way forward in being et con-
tinue to deliver that funding. While recognizingetk is work
to be done on the existing facility, there is adsgenuine inter-
est in advancing work on a new recreation centieow the
previous council also helped develop a trust fumwdugh taxa-
tion revenue to be put into a reserve trust fundafoecreation
centre down the road. Again, | know that thereigmificant
debate about whether to go with a new centre otiroas to
invest in the old one.

That's the discussion and the dialogue we needaie h
with the City of Dawson here in the coming monthsfore the
end of the fiscal year, to find our way.

But | just wanted to again stress the significanestments
that the Government of Yukon has made in the conityarf
Dawson. We're proud of those investments. As l'eferenced
before, there have been some $45 million-plus juster the
infrastructure funds over the last number of ye@lat doesn’t
include the investments in the hospital and otheprove-
ments. Again, it's always a pleasure to visit teenmunity of
the Klondike. | look forward to my next visit anery much
look forward to working with a newly elected mayord coun-
cil.

Mr. Tredger: I'd like to welcome the officials from
Community Services. | would especially like to tkahe staff
who have taken the time and made the effort ancellied to
the communities to meet with community members anyn
different issues.

They have formed relationships that have strengithé¢hne
links between Yukon government and the communittesa
community member, those relationships are verycatitSo |
thank the minister, the deputy minister and all stedf for the
efforts they have made to spend time in the comtiasni

| just have a few issues — some of them have been

touched on. | will reiterate them a little bit, but yes, solid
waste continues to be a concern in most communitibere

should be some kind of risk assessment done ti teyaluate
what the risks are as we move from the old-stytelfidl and,

as the minister mentioned, many of the chemicadd Have
been dumped in there — over centuries, in somesc&e if

the minister could provide an update: How manyhaf tom-
munities have developed solid-waste facilities? Hoany are
in the process? What are the plans for includirgrést? Have
they encountered extra costs, in terms of solidtevéecilities,

in terms of liabilities — especially in terms offedting the
water table?
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A number of communities in my area are concerneniab
the runoff or the seepage from solid-waste faesitand old
landfills getting into the town water supply. | wdwappreciate
a bit of clarity between rural municipalities andgincorporated
communities. Two of my communities, Keno City artdvéart
Crossing, are unincorporated as is Pelly Crossiagf, the min-
ister could clarify the difference between an uoiporated
community, as in Keno and Stewart; an unincorpadratem-
munity that's a First Nation in terms of Pelly Csogy, and
then of course an incorporated community like Mapad Car-
macks and how the funding differs between them.sGrents
in my area, myself included, are somewhat confusgdhe
differences and how that would affect funding agements
and their relationship with the Yukon government.

munities, which we are required to adhere to by. |de
Yukon Solid Waste Action Plan came about in 2009, and one of
the recommendations was the commitment to end bpering

of waste. Those are part of the permits adminidtérg the
Department of Environment. The permits specificabyguire
Yukon, our territory, to end open burning of wadtealso re-
quires the installation of hydro-geological moniitgr wells to
build engineered cells within the landfills, to irope the han-
dling of special and hazardous waste and to enhthuse di-
version opportunities.

The Department of Community Services administers
many, many unincorporated sites under our faqgilégmits and
under the guidance of the action plan. We contioueork to
find those cost-effective solutions for really updg and mod-

As | mentioned earlier, | commend Community Sersice ernizing the way we handle waste in the territory.

personnel for the public meetings and for the imfation and
consultation they've done. | would ask that whegré¢hare pub-
lic meetings in the communities or in an MLA’s connmnity,
whether it is consultation or information — thaetMLA for
that area be included on a mailing list so thay ttem help ad-
vertise it and possibly also take part.

I know that other rural members also have diffigidnd
the more heads-up we can get to take part in ctatsul ef-
forts in our communities — whether it be Faro; wWieetit be
Pelly Crossing or Mayo or wherever — that we haveeads-
up. So | would ask the minister to please includeMLAs on
the list when there are events happening in thaistituencies.

| know in the “Our Towns, Our Future” they talkeditte
bit about peripheral residents — those residingidaetor near
proximity to community boundaries. It was suggedteat that
be looked at. I'm wondering whether anything hasrbdone,
what accommodations are being made to help comiasnit
provide services for the peripheral residents aod Ihat is
being handled.

An issue that has come up quite a lot lately i $b@rage
tanks. As people are looking for insurance, theyehta renew
for their fuel-storage tanks.

What has been done to facilitate that in rural camities?
What is available to people? What training is alz# to peo-
ple who are the installers and what efforts havenbmade
around that?

| will probably deal with in line-by-line debate a& come
to them. | would thank the officials again. | wouttess the
continued importance of personnel from Communityiges
spending time in the communities and working whlke tom-
munities. As all rural MLAs can probably attestttoat connec-
tion is very important and it's nice to see. | webwlommend
the minister for the work on “Our Towns, Our Futuaad en-
courage the liaisons and the communication chanhatshave
been opened up through that process to be contianédex-
panded upon. Thank you and I look forward to thenaars.

Hon. Ms. Taylor: With respect to the member oppo-
site’s question about solid waste, | don’'t wanstand repeti-
tive; | don’'t want to go through what | already kastated on
the floor of the Legislature, but as | referencadier, a lot has
changed in terms of how we handle solid waste énYhbkon.
That has added responsibilities for municipaliges for com-

As of January 1, as | mentioned before, the openibg
of domestic waste came to an end at all of ouramjporated
facilities operated by the Yukon government. Ovee past
year, our department has installed groundwater toong
wells in a number of sites. Today, every solid-wafgcility
operated by our government has groundwater mongasiells
in place for the coming year. Groundwater monitgrivells are
in place in Braeburn, Champagne, Johnson’s CrosSitger
City, Upper Liard, Tagish, Carcross, Marsh Lake, uvio
Lorne, Deep Creek, Beaver Creek, Canyon City, Destm
Bay, Keno City, Pelly Crossing, Ross River, andw@ig
Crossing. Monitoring wells will also be installed ©ld Crow,
and also Horse Camp Hill and Burwash Landing.

The department is also moving forward with insteglnew
cells at facilities like Beaver Creek, Ross Rivend Cham-
pagne for domestic and construction demolition miate We
are also working to implement better handling okdrdous
waste to improve the overall management at a numbland-
fill sites. We have a number of waste containere kéve
worked to improve signage that makes it more usendly.
As | mentioned, we are also working to establishséhcom-
munity partnerships with municipal governments.

In that regard, we are working with every commurihd
the territory, and we recognize that there is afotvork to do
to help address those municipal challenges arobedntan-
agement of solid waste in the territory. Obviousig're very
interested in working toward solution-oriented ssses that
are not only measured, but they are also cost teféecAs |
referenced earlier with respect to municipal ldiglfive have
had a lot of discussions with many of the municigalern-
ments prior to the elections over the past year.

Our government recognizes the logistical challerapgeso-
ciated with adhering to permitting obligations &aeping pace
with the rest of the country. We have chosen tokwbrough
the Association of Yukon Communities, as | mentwearlier,
through the “Our Towns, Our Future” review. We'veeln able
to strike a number of what | would coin “successfudrking
groups”, one of which was overseeing tenicipal Act re-
view; it still is. Another is the comprehensive nuipal grant,
for which we tabled legislation here. Another aodampor-
tance to municipalities is landfills. We've comreittto work-
ing with AYC on addressing those long-standing eons, and
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they are long-standing concerns with respect ttsliabili-
ties associated with landfills.

We recognize that there is work to be done andeseg-
nize that it's a shared responsibility and that allehave to
work together.

As | mentioned, we have been able to assist mualicip

governments over the last while with solid-wastepriove-

ments — again, by way of Building Canada fundingpital

investments made through their own gas tax fundingnade
available through the federal government and thmotlgeir

own revenues. Of course, through this new comprahemu-
nicipal grant, there will be some additional roomnbie able to
adhere to some of those responsibilities, obligatiand chal-
lenges as well.

We’'ll continue to work with the Village of Mayo, drthe
community of Carmacks, and all municipalities i territory
to really come up with creative, made-in-Yukon siolos so
that we're able to adhere to our obligations — agabming
up with those cost-effective solutions to adminisig waste.

I would also like to recognize the work of Commuyriter-
vices. There are so many committed individuals wbsuch a
diverse breadth of work in that department. It mes@ases to
amaze me.

On almost any given day — if something comes up,
know it's pretty much going to be ours because wekvon so
many different files — you know, | really think ghould be
two or three different departments. | don’t thinkrh going to
have much success with the Premier on that onavé o say,
| have to commend each of them, and | have to @somend
the work that has gone into “Our Towns, Our Futueview
and establishing a template that can be replicetexb many
different ways. It has transformed the way we waith mu-
nicipalities. It has really identified a numberkay areas as we
spoke about yesterday: 18 specific areas, and tmeng be
other areas, as the Member for Riverdale Southralationed
yesterday.

| want to also thank each of our community advisdrs
have a renewed appreciation for the work they dmu ¥Xnow,
when we were on the road conducting some of thesauish
sions on oil-fired appliances, | had the libertybefing accom-
panied by community advisors, and | learned fiesth some
of the detailed work that they have really workedaver the
years.

| didn’t get into all the successes of our reviewl +fan out

would just like to thank our staff in every branefthin Com-
munity Services from Solid Waste Management to Spod
Recreation and everything in between. It's prett§- a
encompassing and it has been a real privilege e sa this
portfolio.

The member opposite referenced furthering work wéth
spect to “Our Towns, Our Future” and talked spealfy to
peripheral areas outside of the communities. Thditeicoming
and continues to be an issue of importance andsareiof con-
cern to municipalities. It's something that we wibntinue to
work on as well.

As | mentioned before, we have worked on meetirfiguin
structure needs so not only are we working with icipalities
through the comprehensive municipal grant, which fesulted
in additional dollars — just over a $1.4 milliorchease for the
next fiscal year, which is the single largest ilasein the grant
history, which will help municipalities to addressme of these
ongoing challenges — but also having funds avalalvhether
it's a supplement for fire protection or whetheristthrough
infrastructure funding; working with unincorporatedmmuni-
ties or incorporated communities.

I think we have gone a long way, and | think thas ko be
said. As | mentioned, in other jurisdictions in tbeuntry —
tompared to them, | think that we've had a verydyamrking
relationship with our municipal governments. Tosoee, there
will be times that we’ll agree to disagree, but tioe large part,
we have been able to leverage our dollars stratgiand to
continue to invest in roads and solid-waste impnoests and
drinking water upgrades — and the list goes on.

We continue to work to address the ongoing cha#isras-
sociated with adhering to regulatory changes — patianal
health and safety, as we have on the structumalptart, work-
ing on solid-waste improvements, working with mupaédities
on monitoring wells, adhering to permit requirensefiom the
Department of Environment. Again, it's somethingtttve will
continue to work with.

| also wanted to mention that when it comes todsetaste
and some of the challenges that the member oppesteed
to, one of the things | did want to say is that,tbe working
group, we have asked for, and there will be, reprion
from the Department of Environment as well.

That's a really critical, key component in addragssolid
waste because there are so many shared respdiesibie-
tween the two departments on that file, as a réguknd also

of time yesterday — but one example is the communitas the individual department that is working to adster all of

development team concept really working on a plaject in
the community of Faro. That's turning out to be arw
interesting project. It's really interdepartmenthls working
on a whole host of different issues of importanzdhte com-
munity, but really tackling them not just within en
department, but really exerting resources andzirgi those
resources for a multitude of different departmer8s, it is
working phenomenally well and these community aohés
have a very special relationship with each of oumitipal
governments. They work very effectively with thefmast on
a daily basis. It's through that ongoing communarathat we
are able to address not all but many of the isthegsare within
those communities. I, too, would just like to thamk staff in

those files as well.

Last but not least — I'm just trying to find whekr@am at
— the fuel storage tanks, | believe it is. Is ttied issue? | do
not have an update for the member opposite, oftaer through
the Fire Marshal’'s Office, and that's why we inwsktin the
Fire Marshal’s Office — to be able to keep up vl demand
for meeting the regulations on that end. As | n@ed earlier,
all of our fire departments respond to many inciddaut when
it comes to inspections of storage tank removalshag some
75 — | think that was the last year, if not the rybafore — so
the added capacity of the fire marshal and the tgejme mar-
shals, has doubled the capacity to four.
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That will give us strength in capacity to work wittdi-
vidual homeowners and commercial entities to ensuae we
meet the regulatory requirements, but work withnttie adhere
to those requirements as well.

Mr. Tredger:
for being added to a list when department persoarehaving
public meetings or information or consultation s@ss in an
MLA’s constituency; that it would be courteous apdrt of
good governance to include them on a list and Hetrt be
aware of that. My final comment is just not so mactuestion,
so that you don’t have to repeat yourself again,ldénd avail-
ability is still a concern and, subsequently, hngsn many of
the communities. | realize the government is dajoge a bit
and they are trying to make up for years of no lanallability
in short order.

| thank the minister opposite for all that is bethgne, but
| just want to flag that it is still a concern inrtually every
community that | go to. Land availability is impant — it's
important that people are able to get land, buibddes, and
stay and make commitments to communities. Havitd) theat,
thank you very much and thank you to the officiadmin for
coming out this afternoon.

Hon. Ms. Taylor: Thank you. | want to thank the
member opposite for raising land development adadécause
it was one of the primary planks that this governmeas
elected and re-elected on — and that was reallyingaland
available for all Yukoners. We do that in a numbémways:
through mechanisms such as land development pistoop
way of working with our municipalities; and workingithin
the communities throughout the territory on a nundieiffer-
ent fronts.

As | mentioned, | think that we've made significgib-
gress. Rest assured, there’s more work to be dsmé.men-
tioned, since 2009, we have invested more than $iihi@n in
projects that have resulted in nearly 550 new iotsubdivi-
sions in Dawson City, Haines Junction, CarmackstiDetion
Bay, Grizzly Valley and in Whitehorse. As | mentiazhbefore,
for the first time in years, we do have lots auali#aover the
counter for sale in the City of Whitehorse — andjnst in the
City of Whitehorse, but in other communities as Iwethink
that’s pretty exciting too, because that has na&nbihe case
always.

We respect that there are processes involved itifgimg
land for development, coming up with the design tredcon-
sultation and regulatory processes associatedmaétking land
available. So there are a number of safeguardgteerd are a
number of public participatory opportunities, adliwer mak-
ing land available. But it does take time and iesldake a
measured and also reasonable approach to landytinepship
with other partners, and that has to be takendatwideration.

In Whitehorse, for example, we worked hard to miakel
available. As | said, in 2009, we made lots avédab White-
horse Copper and the Mount Sima subdivisions. Thomse
made available by our government — all of whiché&een
sold and houses are up and running — beautiful Boimaight
add.

A couple of years ago, we also followed up by itivesin
the development of 133 lots in the Ingram subdivisil have
to say that it has worked out to be a fantasticdstigion. |
remember going out to one of the first open houwsesn this

| didn’t hear an answer to my requestconcept of Ingram first came about — it wasn'’t bogr, it was

a parcel nestled in between Mcintyre and Arkell tidt time,
the city planners were really trying to carve oupraposed
concept for this new area and it was really thg'<ifirst, |
would say, concerted attempt to really focus orsidgnAs you
can imagine, that wasn't always necessarily recewith open
arms, particularly by people living in the area.

But now that it has come about, it has evolved i#iach
thriving community. It's a thriving neighbourhooddit has a
very unigue mix of housing developments in the aFea sin-
gle individuals or retired individuals, for youngnilies, young
professionals, there is a real mix of lots. Parthe# success
with that whole design concept was also taken twgrarts of
Whistle Bend — again, working on that concept gfher den-
sity. We, as a government, have been working toeldgv
Whistle Bend. Earlier this year, we were able taamce the
first release by way of lottery, in collaboratioitiwthe city, the
previous mayor of Whitehorse, and we were able tkam
available a number of great lots that are now beiolg over
the counter. As | said, this is the first time immy years. We
continue to work with the City of Whitehorse to rmebeir
overall objective to enhance that density withia thunicipal-
ity.

Last year, we worked with the Village of Haines ¢tion.
We delivered 27 new country residential lots. Todag have
about 10 of those available for sale. We've devetbjots in
Destruction Bay and we've developed lots in Griz¥lglley.
There is a whole host of other land developmentrptay ini-
tiatives also underway. As a result, since 200%thoke hun-
dreds of lots, a real wide range of lots has beaderavailable,
which is important for all Yukoners.

This fiscal year we were pleased to announce, #sgba
our budget exercise, just over $35 million in suppsf land
development in the territory. That has helped wx@ed with
releasing new industrial lots in Dawson, 52 urbesidential
lots in Haines Junction and, as | mentioned eartiger 100
lots in Whistle Bend subdivision. This is all gondws for the
territory.

A portion of this year’'s land development budgetj@sng
toward design and planning of a number of areaduding
Whistle Bend, the residential lots in Dawson argdl, jast men-
tioned, working with the City of Dawson on a landvdlop-
ment protocol to bring those to fruition, to idéptareas of
importance to the residents, and finding a way &dy and
working again to identify dollars for planning inatéon Lake
and Mayo. We'll continue to work with the municipgbvern-
ments to plan and develop those subdivisions, hat dlso
includes infill lots, as prescribed by municipalvgonments, in
anticipation of demand so that we are able to reete added
demands as a result of our economy.

As | mentioned, we're also paying attention to piiee of
the lots being offered and, with Whistle Bend, nmgkilots
available at development cost, which, in the cas&Vhistle
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Bend, has resulted in lots being about 6.5 peroelow market
value — so very important to allocate the pricesuch a way
that we're not negatively affecting existing prdyevalues as
well.

So, as | said, we have delivered on 550 lots inphst
three years, and we are on par to deliver more —ertftan
1,600 new lots to the market in the years ahe&dinitportant
to note that that's not only within the City of Wiiiorse, but
also within Watson Lake, Mayo, Dawson City and mattyer
areas. We continue to work with each of our commiesiand
the unincorporated areas to identify areas of ingmme and of
interest to the citizens of the territory.

Seeing the time, | move that we report progress.

Chair: It has been moved that the Chair report pro-
gress.

Motion agreed to

Hon. Mr. Cathers: I move that the Speaker do now
resume the Chair.

Chair: It has been moved by Mr. Cathers that the
Speaker do now resume the Chair.

Motion agreed to

Speaker resumes the Chair

Speaker: | will now call the House to order.
May the House have a report from the Chair of Cottemi
of the Whole?

Chair’s report

Ms. McLeod: Mr. Speaker, Committee of the Whole
has considered Bill No. 7, entitlsgbcond Appropriation Act,
2012-13, and directed me to report progress.

Speaker: You have heard the report of the Chair of
Committee of the Whole. Are you agreed?

Some Hon. Members:  Agreed.

Speaker: | declare the report carried.

Hon. Mr. Cathers: Mr. Speaker, | move that the
House do now adjourn.

Speaker: It has been moved by the Government House
Leader that the House do now adjourn.

Moation agreed to

Speaker:  This House stands adjourned until 1:00 p.m.
on Monday.

The House adjourned at 5:26 p.m.



